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Offices Not Built 
I Though Equipment Is Here 

NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C., Nov. 12, 1910. 

I To THE HERALD: 
Sir:—Would you kindly let me know, through 

your paper, where the government built or are 
going to build the government offices. 

D. C. McD. 
The government have not yet built their offices in 

the district. And will not likely do so till next 
year, though the paraphernalia for same is stored 
at South Fort George. The logical place is South 
Fort George, where the business of the district is 
done. Central or Fort George is located in the 
woods. It is four miles from the Fraser river and 
will not amount to much for three or four 
generations. The owners of Central or Fort 
George have advertised that the provincial govern
ment had erected their offices on their land. This 
is on a par with everything the Natural Resources 
Security Company do. They live and exist on false
hoods. Their business is promoting. Out of 
the thousands of people who have come into the 
district this year not a solitary one has located on 
their tear of townsites. They pass it up like a white 
chip. In contrast to this, people who have come to 
South Fori George, in a great number of cases, 
have bought property and built thereon. There is 
not a live man in the district who would give a 
pinch of snuff for the best lot in Central, would-
be-Fort George or any other of the numerous baits 
dangling in the woods. 

Remember that the Grand Trunk Railway have 
no town on the market. 
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The Rich Peace River Country 
The Peace river country is putting a lot of peo

ple thinking these days, and since it has a local in
terest to the district by virtue of Summit lake, 41 
miles from South Fort George, being the source of 
the rivers that drain that vast territory, the fol
lowing Toronto despatch of a recent date is more 
than interesting: — 

Frederick G. Lawrence, F. R. G. S., for thirty 
years a resident of the Peace river district, aroused 
keen interest in an address before the Canadian 
Club on the possibilities of the west. He said along 
the banks of all streams flowing east or west from 
the boundary to the Arctic ocean gold was to be 
found. Along the foot of the Rockies and the 
streams of Athabaska outcropping coal in seams of 
six inches to twenty-eight feet was found. Petro
leum was found in such quantities that Canadians 
need not go to Texas to be soaked in oil. There 
was bitumen in immense quantities, estimated at 
6,400,000,000 tons by government experts, found 
capable of supplying all the asphalt used, the con
sumption hitherto being only 200,000,000 tons alto
gether. The largest gas well in the world was 
found not fur from Pelican Rapids on the Atha
basca river, near the asohalt deposits. On the Mac
kenzie river, down to the Arctic, spruce grows two 
feet in diameter, He hoped Americans would be 
allowed to buy this timber on condition that they 
came over and manufactured it here. There were 
05,000,000 acres of first-class agricultural land. He 
expected the west would eventually ship four, five 
and six hundred million bushels of wheal." 

Here is a little wisdom from R. T. Lowcry that 
is applicable right here at our doors: "Some peo
ple dress up and polish their shoes when there are 
strangers in camp, and pay no attention to folks 
around home. We send our best products abroad 
and keep the culls for the local market. Okanagan 
hotels serve inferior fruit. Albertan hotels put 
up tough beefsteaks. Manitoban hostelries pro
vide bread that competes with lead, while at the 
coast fish is often served by the cafes antl hotels 
that is only fit to be converted into a fertilizer and 
shipped to Japan. If is time for a change." 

Russell Peden's sawmill employs 20 men and 
is working overtime in an endeavor to supply the 
demands made by South Fort George builders. The 
closing down of building operations on the Natu
ral Resources townsites has allowed us an oppor
tunity to secure an uninterrupted supply of build
ing material. Mr. Peden expects to have a million 
and a half feet by spring stored in their new 
yards the company is building on their property 
adjoining the Northern hotel. 
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Want a Liquor License 

The employees of the leading wildcat in the dis
trict—Central or Fort George, etc., etc.—are peti
tioning for a liquor license for the tumble up 
and uncompleted shack that has been dubbed a 
hotel in the woods. J. T. Garter has? been hawk
ing a petition around South Fort George for signa
tures for a license for the Natural Resources com
pany's bunkhouse on the Nechaco flats, We would 
have refrained 4'rom even mentioning this if the 
Hammond tools had confined their solicitations to 
their own ground and not bothered respectable 
people. The Natural Resources Security Company 
advertise 000 people on their addition to FortGeorge 
townsite. If this is so, why do pilgrims venture 
forth from the monastery into realms of civiliza
tion. Six hundred should be number sufficient 
with which to decorate a prayer to the attorney-
general. But their advertiling lies. The Bank of 
Vancouver, the chicken in the financial world, 
knows their advertising is misleading. The two 
ministers resident there by ho choice of their own, 
know or should be able to distinguish by this time, 
that the advertising of the Natural Resources is 
not based on fact. They sin uld not stand sponsors 
to such barefaced exploits of the Hammonds. They 
should not allow a 25-foot piece of jack-pine land 
to stand in the way of duty. A Christian should 
not allow defenceless people to be entrapped by 
the low cunning of unprincipled promoters. 

It is unnecessary to state that signatures were 
not obtained in South Fort George. And it like
wise is unnecessary to state that the petition will 
not be forwarded, firstly, because there is a diver
sity of opinion among the employees of the Natu
ral Resources as to the wisdom of having liquor 
on the townsite, and secondly, because the number 
of signers is limited to ten people. 

Ind ian Agent Here 
Dr. John McDougall, attached to the Indian de

partment, was a visitor this week. This is his sec
ond trip to the Fort George.reservation within six 
months, having been here m July last. The object 
of his visit, at this time of the year, is certainly 
not for pleasure, for camping on the trail, building 
fires and melting snow for water, has ceased being 
delectable to him. His business here is to confer 
with the Indians in respect to their reservation, 
and while he would not say so, his visits and confer
ences with Chief Loui would indicate that over
tures are in progress looking to the final acquisi
tion of the reserve by the Grand Trunk Pacific 
railway and the removal of the Indians to land 
more suitable to their needs. This is in line with 
advices from Victoria, in which it is stated that 
plans have been filed with the provincial govern
ment locating their terminals on the reservation, 
and setting at rest for all time any uncertainty 
that may have existed in this respect. 

Dr. McDougall drove out to Central Friday morn
ing and returned without have alighted from the 
sleigh. He will be here about a week. 

Was a Big- Success 
A dance last evening marked the completion of 

the commodious store building to be occupied by 
Messrs. Brown & Close, successors to A. G. Ham
ilton, at the corner of Second and Laselle. The 
event also marks lhe complete transfer of the 
extensive business founded by the old pioneer and 
now taken over by the two bright young men who 
last evening entertained one hundred of their 
friends to music and a superb collation under the 
roof of one of the largest store buildings in Old or 
New Cariboo. The event was a big success. 

A. G. Hamilton and N. 11. Wesley, will leave 
next Thursday for the outside. The latter goes to 
Winnipeg for the winter, while the former will 
spend his in disturbed and tropical Mexico. Mr. 
Hamilton will spend some time in Vancouver, in
stituting proceedings for libel against the Sunset. 
Both drive to Ashcroft in a sleigh of their own de
signing. 

Constable F. Cosby has arrived to take charge of 
the town and keep a watch over the government 
office equipment at present stored in the P. X. 
warehouse, lie was formerly stationed on the 
Skeena river. 

Our weather report is omitted this week for tbe 
reason that our glass will not register mild weather. 

The Conservative association held a meeting in 
the Hotel Northern .last Saturday night. Hence
forth the association will hold their meetings in 
their own hall, in the iMctlachran-Thorne block, tm 
Fourth street. 

Mail arrived Monday night at 6. went to the 
graveyard, and returned at 9. Three hours. Break
ing records every day. 

District Timber 
Sells for a Big Figure 

C. E. Mahon, of Mahon, Macfarlane & Procter, 
Vancouver, has just sold to British interests 
105 sections of timber in the Fort George district 
for $1,500,000, which is declared to be the largest 
price ever involved in a single deal of its kind in 
the history of the province. Mr. Mahon opened 
negotiations in connection with the transaction last 
spring and ten days ago he.nvd from London that 
the agreement was completed. The timber con
sists of spruce, cedar and fir and it is stated that 
there are more than two billion feet of this fine 
lumber on the Willow river, twenty miles east of 
South Fort George. 

In addition to the above, Mr. Mahon has disposed 
of three sections of timber on the Gardiner Canal. 
Half of the consideration is to be paid in cash in 
Vancouver. Most of the limits are easily accessible 
to the Fraser river, some ten sections being situate 
at Giscombe Portage. Mills will be erected on 
the Fraser river, in all likelihood the Hudson's Bay 
land, adjoining South Fort George. It was intend
ed at one time to erect their sawmill plants on the 
Nechaco, but on qualified engineers reporting ad
versely on the navigability of this stream, the com
pany has decided to erect their sawmills where un
interrupted communication can be had at all sea
sons. Mr. Birtch, Mr. Mahon's London represen
tative, is at present negotiating for the sale of 30,-
000 acres of agricultural land, which Mr. Mahon 
and associates own between Ootsa and Francois 
lakes, northwest of Quesnel and south of the line 
of the Grand Trunk Pacific railway. 

The timber above referrred to was staked by 
Barney Keegan two years ago and is considered 
the best in the district. 

$• 
Hotel Granted License 

The only hotel in the district passed its examina
tion this week and is now qualified to cater to the 
wants and whims, desires and decoctions of the 
most fastidious. Special Constable Gosby, from 
Victoria, arrived on Monday's stage and after an 
examination of the house declared it to be one of 
the best fitted and arranged in Cariboo. In conse
quence a license was granted and the bar opened 
to a numerous and thirsty throng who long have 
lived a life of enforced abstemiousness. The Hotel 
Northern is not only a credit to South Fort George, 
but likewise to the owners, Messrs. Al. Johnson 
and Robert Burns, both of whom are married men 
and of long residence in British Columbia which, 
in a great measure, accounts for having had the 
prompt attention from the department. Al. John
son conducted the Occidental at Quesnel for many 
years, while Robert Burns ran the Essington hotel, 
at Essington, on the Skeena river, until the con
struction of the Grand Trunk on the opposite side 
of the river, depopulated the fishing town. Both 
should do well in South Fort George. 
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Back from the East 
William F. Cooke arrived back Thursday 

afternoon after an absence of two months in the 
east and on the coast. While at Ottawa he inter
viewed the government in regard to the numerous 
antl imperative needs of this growing section out
lined in a petition forwarded by the Liberal asso
ciation of South Fort George. The keen interest 
taken by the minister of agriculture in everything 
pertaining to the Fort George district, says Mr. 
Cooke, is an augury that the government has un
der consideration not only the establishment of an 
experimental farm, but the matter of making ex
haustive surveys of the Fraser river, both above 
and below the Fort George canyon. 

Everywnere Mr. Cooke went he found anx
ious people hungry for news about the district, and 
judging by tbe number of people who have ex
pressed a determination to come to Fort George 
next year, there will easily be ten thousand people 
here next summer. 

G. T. P . Fi le Plans 
VICTORIA, Nov. 12,- Plans have been filed with 

the provincial government locating the station 
grounds of the Grand Trunk Pacific railway on the 
Fort George Indian reservation. This seems to 
clear up any uncertainty regarding the location of 
the railway station. The company has also ap
plied for an order restraining "wildcaters" from 
using "Fort, George" on their literature. Other
wise, the railway claim, they must look for a new 
name. 


