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SECTION 7. SEA TRANSPORT / & =
e
SYROPSTE /&3S

I now prépose to introduce evidence in
support of the seventh scction of this phase. This section
relates to treatment of prisoners of war and civilian
internees by the Japanese in the course nf transportation by
sea, This evidence consists of twenty affidavits. I &lso
refer the Tribunal *to evidence already given by various
witnesses, and the evidence that will ke given by subsequent
witnesses in other sectiong of this phase inscfer as 1t relates
to such trestrent, ‘ 'u\

(a) I tender for identification L_P__An gyugnﬁ_ﬁg,_5§3§._ ;
This is an affidavit made jointly by Sergeant heymond €=
Richardsen and Technical Sergeant Jchn G, hurd ch both of
We S, &rmy Air Corps. I offer in evidence those parts of
the affidevit which have been translated., They eare indicated
en left hand margin of document.
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The affidavit shows that on 2nd. October, 1942, about 1900
American priscners of war wsre forced into 2 large holds and
one small hold of the Tottori Maru et lManilla., They were so
tIghtly packed that cnly tHFee-guarters of the prisoners could
lie down at once, The ventilation was absolutely iradequate.
Six latrines only were alletted for the use of 1900 men most

of whom were suffering from dysentery. The daily ration was
six soda crackers and a canteen of water. After eight days

the ship reached Formosa where a number of Japancese troops
disembarked. As a result the prisorners had mcre room but were
still overcrowded; and threes mcre latrines were made available.
The ration wes increased by a dish of rice per man per day.

No medical supplies or facilities were racde aveilable throughout
the journey which ended at Oszka on 11 November, 1942 Fifteen
prisoners of war died as a result of the conditions cn the

ship and the lack of medical supplies.
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(b) I oifer I,P.S. Document No, 5234 Tor identifica%ion and
excerpts marked tlierein in evidence, It is an affidavit made
by Captain Edward K. lell, an American lkedicel Officer.
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I propuse to read this document from the foot of the firsh
rPage.
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(C) I offer I.P.S. Document N4, 5307 for identificetion and

tender the narked sXcerpts fne.eof in evidence, It is an
effidavit made by Technicel Sergeant Clyde P. Sullivan of the
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I will now reed the marked excerpts of this document.

0 09 6 e EO0OOODO VSN

(d) My next document, en affidavit rede by liaster Sergeant
rthurN. . Beclawskl of the U.S. Army, is I1.P.S, Document No.
5194, I)tender this docuvment for identificetion, and the maiked
excerpts theresof in c¢vidence,
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The affiant was captured 2% Eataan in 1942. He left lLenilla
on Ist, October, ¢94 and arrived at Taiwan on 8 November,
1644, The lzst exc e“p-g beginnirg on page 1, describes this
Journey. I will now read it.
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(e) Ero ent Mo, S’Jj i3 the swora record of ih
interroze icutenant-Lizreld VWhitecomb of *he U.S.
ﬁrmy“ X mel, for identificetion and the marked

excerpts ence
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The affiant was captured by the Jepznese at Batesan in April,
1942, I now nrorcse to resd from the ex”mrp s for trenslati.n

beginning at the second cncwcr on rage 2 of English version,
I skall omit the questior
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(f) I.E.S. Document Ng, 5216 ig the sworn in% errogation of
Corporal S L. Faker ci.ihe UsS, liarine Corps. I ierder the
originzl for identification end the marked e: cerots thereof
in evidence,
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Corporal Esker was captured by the Jeranese on wake Island on

23rd. December, 1941. I will now re 4 ¥rom lest ﬂnswe” on Fage
2 of the English version to the end of thst znswer,
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(g) Presezution Document NoK is *the sworn interrogation
of Mr., J. F, isxcDonzld an Amer o o

Cizen ., 1 tender the

originel for identificatio: cru Lh- excerpts in efldeﬂce.
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This document refers to the same veyage as that described in

1wvﬁdfctely L“Qh c1ng erhibit, The affiant states thzat before
embarking on the ship every priscner wes furnisr xed with a copy
of kegulaticns for Priscners. I will now resd paragrephs 152

and 4 of such Legulations,
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(h) My next document is affidavit of L.£.C. ThomeswiItiam

Ldemson of loyal Lir Force, Zrosecution DQQHEQQL"ngEiiégéf”//
3

I tencder the originel for identificaticn and marke T
in evidence. :
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This aifidevit refers to the trensportetion of 200 sick British
prisoners of wer from Amboina to Jave in L&y, 1944. During

the course of the voyezge the Jap., Sexgeant kajor in charge of
the rrisoners beat & Corporzl Taylor until he fell to the deck
Lelf conscicus snd then with a sword killed him by partly
csevering his head from hi- body. The afficdevit also deseribes
the teating of other prisoners by this Sergeant kiajor.,
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(1) I now procduce affidevit of Flight Lieutensnt tilliam M,
Blzackwood of the i.oyel Lir iorce. It is I.P.S. Document No
5151.‘?& tender the affidevit for identificetion and the marked
~._excerrts in evidence, :
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I propose to read this aificavit from reragreph 1.
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(j) I.P.S5. Document No. 5190 i an affidavit made by Colonel
Charles Lubert Stringer ot Arnmy ledical Corpe, I offer
this document for identification and the marked excerpts in
evidence.
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I will now read this document from raragreph 2.
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(k) I next refer to I.P.S. Document W6, 5170.% It is the
afficavit of .errent Officer John Owemldwerds,)loyal Corps of
Signels. The marked excerpts have alreedy been aémitted in
evidence as Exhibit lo during the Formosa section of this
phase, I will now read the 2nd., raiagreph of this affidavit
wi.ich descrites a voyage to Formosa.
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(1) MLy next document is I.F.S. Document I n affidavit
made by former Cartain J. L. nends of 2/3 Lacnine Gun Fattslion
tustralian Imcverial Forces. I tender the originel for
identification and the maiked excerpts in evicence,
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I will now read this document from paragresph 1.
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(m) I.P.S. Document Ne. 5158 is an affidevit by Captain Jemes
Forbes Lawrence of the Gordon Lhighlanders. I tender the originai
for ideniification znd the marked excerpts 1n evidence.,
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The first four paragrepnis of this affidavit tell of the
embarkation 1300 Eritish and Dutch prisoners of war at Singepore
ocn 27 June, 1944, and their journey to lianilla Bay on a 70CuU
ton freigther. 411 were thin, emaciated, heif-starved and
ridcled with diseeses suchk as dysentery, melarie and bteri beri.
They were elmoast naked, They were jamred into two heolds and
were so tightiy packed thet groups took it in turns to huddle
in & corner wiaile others jay down. The atmoap.ere inside the
hoids wes stifling. There were insufficient latrine facilities
on éeck and none at eli in the holds. Men tco wesk to go on
deck excreted where they lay. I will now read peragraphs

6y 7, 8 2nd 9 of the affidavit.
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(n) I.F.S, Document No., 5145 1is the affidavit of Captein
Sexon Geoifrey Dawes of lLoyal itriillery. I tender the original
for identification end the marked excerpts in evidence.
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The afficavit descrites 2 voyage on a 1000 toa freighter from
Singapore to Saigon from 2nd., Februery to 7th Febeuary, 1945.
Two thousand British prisoners and 300 Javanese were crarmed soO
tightly that it was almost impossible to move. The aitmosphere
in the holds was suffocating. The majcrity had dysentery znd
were too weak to move to the latrines. The Jevanase were dying
at the rate of six a day., Iliations consisted of rice and water.
The Jepcnese ate the Allied hed Cross rations. No provision was
rede for tne =iz,
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(o) I.P.S. Tocnmen
made by former Lieut.-
offer the original for
evidence,

t No. 5207 is my next affidavit. It was
€--Co). Eric Kemneth Scott of the Pritish Army.

identificecion and the maiked excerpts in
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The affidavit states thet a draft cf 1800 British prisoners of
war were embarked at Batavia on a 5000 ton ship on 2ist. October,
1942, L large nunmber were not in a fit state to travel, many
were stretcher ceses and 100 to 200 collapsed on the merch to
the dock. The priscner were crammed down from hstchways, They
were so tightly packed thet it was impossiblie to lis down,

Those immediately under the hatchways were drenched every tire

it rained. Sickness increzsed and the prisoners formeé an
emergency hospital. Neither blankets nor medical supplies were
provided.
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On the morning of 26th October at Singszpore the prisoners were
disembarked and hosed dswn. They were then marched to the
roadside. Here they were ordered to take down their trousers
and a glass 100 was inserted in each man's anus. This was done
in full public view, On 25th Octub&‘% 1081 of these prisoners
were transhipped to angther snip of 5200 tens, The ship saiied
on the following caoy. Conditions Wpre similar to thoss on
earlier voyage. Slickness inurcased, vheq the ship »ezched
Moji on 24th November, 7CO ware sick, 280 being left cn board
as too sick to move, Sixty-tiiree had c;ed et sea and one had
committee suicide,
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(B} J.P.8. B 5e 514% issn affidavit made by Warrant
Officer Alfrad I -3 of the Bcjn_ Air Forece, 1 tender the
original for iden f“'lL ion and the marked excerpts in evidence.
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I will now read paragraphs 1 to 5 of this document.
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(q) Mynext document is the swo ﬂinvrogai1ﬁn of Homeguard
Sergeant A. Van Bicrmestein of tlﬁ Ketneriand Ezst Indian Army.
It is Pposecution Docpment_ro 52231 offer the origing? Yor
identificetion and the marked excsrpts in evidence,
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trensported 3" Tuq Jaepanese from Batevia to bnugonl, will now
read hls answer to the 5th question in the interrogationm
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The affidavit states that 2t the end of Qctober 1942, h= was
X
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pgpqmgn No. 5324 1s a statutory declaration

i 58 Of r.cyal New Zealand AlrvioTce. I
enhl.iv=ci:n and the m=rked excerpts
at star=s that he and five pther
slutavaya, Java to J?f¢q aboit the
s nested 17 or 18 deys, I will now
page 2 of the Enw;¢>h version of the

tend"r the opi
in evidenca,
nrisoners ware ud;wn ¢ror
middie of 1944, The voyz;
read the 3rd. raragraph of
document,

a.»
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(S) Iy next document is an affidavit by Sister Nesta Cwyneth Jemes
of the Australizn ALriay Nursing Service., It is =: cation
Document No, 5;70 1 offer the original for identificalion and

the marked excerpts in evidence,
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I will now read'paragraphs 3 of this affidavit,
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ion Document No. 5293 is an affidavit by a Dutch
a¢ Samuel Dixon. 1 tender the original for
on and the marked excerpis in evidence,
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Tha afficdavit states that 1750 Euroreean P.0.w, 600 Awbonese P,0.W
and 5590 Indonesian coolies (forced lab urer55 were put on a

5000 ton cargo shiv on 19 September, 1944, for transportation
from Java to Sumatra, I will now read from the beginning of

2nd. raragraph on page 2,
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T Céraw the Tribunal's sttention to the inconsistency in the
matier of dates in that the ship is stated tc heve left cn
19th September and to have besn torpedoed on 18th September.

I cannot say which of thess dGetes is wrcng but the date has no
particular relzvancs.
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(U) My last document is an affidavit by Lieutenant Geoffrey
Cadzo Hamilton of the Ioyal Scuts., It is Proszcution Document
No. 5191. tender the origingl for identificaticn and the
marked excerpts in evicdence.
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Ihis affidavit states that 1316 prisoners of war were put on the
Lisbon karu at keng Kong on 25 September, 1942, There were

also 2000 Japanese troops in the ship. Tie prisoners were
grossly overcrowded and dicn't have rcom to lie down in the
hold. I will now read from paragraph 4 to paragraph 7 of

the afficavit.

CQeVesoQCIDNCODB O

That concludes the documentary evidence in surport of this
section of the phese,
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RAYMOND C. RICHARDSON; J. G. MURDOCH.

Mo Will each of you please stote your nonme, rank, serial number, oge

~

ond pernoacnt address?

RICH/RDSON: My nome is RAYMAQT C. RICHARDSOM, I an o Scrgeant ia the U. S.
Iy &ir Corps, ny scrial nunber is 3..
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MURDOCH: My ncne is JOHN G. MURDOCH, I om o Technical Sergeant in the U. S.
“RMY 4LIR CORES, ny scricl number is 6948828, I ann 26 ycars of ogCes.
RICEH/RDSON .ND MURDCCH:3 On or about 2 Cectober 1942, approxirntely 1900
inerican prisoncrs of war werc pleced on board a 9,000 ton freighter by the
none of Tottori lkbry ot Menila, P. I. The ancrican prisoners of war werc
forced into the smell holds at the point of a bayoact ond o sword thot the
Japancsc had. ™o larze holds and one anall hold wiere occupied by the
inerican prisoncrs of war cnd we were cllowed only one deck of the hold.
The men were packed in so $ightly that no more thon approxiirntely threc-
fourtu.s of the men werce cble to lie down on their s1des, head to foot, "2t one
tirnc. Tho ventilation systal was of conves and the fCbrie was torn at the basc
of the v\,ntllu.uor ant the open spoce was blceclked by baggage, preventing the

air fron coming ine. Up wtil we arrived ot Formoso on or about 10 October 1942
there were approximatcly 200 Jepanese soldiers on boord also ond they occupied
the upper deck of the center hold and the fourth cndé fifth holds, Upon
arrivel -t Formesg oll the Jopanese soldiers were taken off except a force of
guords woo renained in the center hold. This allowed the JAncricon prisoncrs

of war to spread out o little morc going back into the fourth and £ifth holls.
However, this still u:.cl not relicve the crowded condition to any greot extent.
4t Formosc 2ll the .mecrican prisoners of war were allowed to go cshore and take
o bathe and clcan up, ot waich £ific the ship was also cleonecd up. During the
first ten or twelve days thc Ancricon prisoners of wer rcceived o ration
cquivaleat to '..bout\g__x sode erockors per doy and oasc ccntocn of waterd Lfter
leaving Fornosa the Jopanese added to our rations onc dish of ricc per éoye.

The Jameriecn prisoncrs of war wore allowed to go up on the top deek at any

tine during the cday or night and cpproxirrtely onc-third of the nen werc able
to go up at onc tinc. The sanitary cconditions aboard this ship were very
incéegucte in thet we had only six latrines £far the ontirc 1,900 men during

the first cight doys of thc trip and after the Japancse soldicrs werc taken

off we hod access to another latrine which would cccamodate three men. These
conditions were very inacdequotc in that most of the .mericon prisoncrs of wr
had dyscntery very badly. The Jopancsc fum.:l.sh d no nedieccal suppllg,s or
facilitics during the entire trip. The mon ore all dresscd for tropieal
clinate and as we approached the colder weathor about ten days out of Korea

the Japanesc nade no effort to furnish cny heat and did not furnish the dmerico
prisoncrs of war additioncl clothing. _ During the catire trip there were
cpproximntely 15 Jowerican prisoners of wor that dicd as ¢ resal’c of tbe
conditions thot proveiled on the ship and from 1o ck of rrdiccl cttention.
fic deberked from thoe Tottori Maru ot Osakn, Jepon, on 11 Novamber, 1942,
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RiISTRICTED
/ NELL, EDVARD R. Gapte ASN ___ 0-3669112
(Rank)

afier being duly sworn at 29 psplacement Depobt, Juzon. P.T.

on 17 September, 1945, testified as follows:

: e

@» How old are you? !

& 37 ; 77\4.% ’

j' Qs Were you capitured by the Japanese or made a prisoner of war, and
if so, when and where?

v A. Yes abt gilcwster post 184.5 Bataan, 11 Ap 42,

H

Ge That was your unit at the time of your capture?

A+ 57th Inf (P.S)

Qs By what Japanese unit were you capbured?

A. Jap infantry.

Qs Do you expect to be repatriated, and if so; to what country®

A Tmited States.

Qs+ That wll your complete eddress be after your repatriation®

Bl 328 Se Rose gt., Kalamazco, fich,

g. Will you state the names and locaticns of the camps at whiich you
were held as a prisoner of war and the dates you were confined at
each camp?
gompeund or

Lamp Ieeadion Dates

A» Death March Morivelss L Apr 42 - 23 Apr 42

0'Deanell PoTe 2l spr L2 - 0ot L2

hanatuan PeTe 0ct L2 - Nov L2
Tmeds ogaka ov b2 - May L5
Tsuruga Jazan lay L5 - Sept L5

s Do you know or have you reason to believe that the Tmperial Japanese
Forces faiisd to trea’ prisonaers of wav with humanity or otherwise
committed atrocities or war erines against themo

Mo " Hes o

Qe Will you state all fae®s in detail pertaining to a trocities, war
erimes, violations of Rules of Land "arfare and human decency at
Transportation, the dates thereof, the perpetrators, giving their

(camp or other place)
names, ranks, units and other identifying information.
e iks on 7 Nov 1942 T sailed from Pier 7, Wanila with 1650 PO and
& 500 to 2000 Jjapanese soldier

1S . Ve were on MNegato Maru, a Japanese
freighter of approx. 4 or 5000 tons. The POT were on the bottom deck

of each of the 3 holds.

room only.

e were extremely crowled, most had standing
The Jap soldiers occupiec the upper decks in each hold.

The pAmericans were not allowed on deck for two deys after we sailed.,

The air was

water per day per-mah.
and a soup of fermented bean past.

same amount

foul, many lost consciousness. ¥e had one canteen cup of
The morning meal wes sbout 200 grams of rice
The evening meal was about the

small quantity of fish, about 20 grams, -

of rice and a
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Te received no mex ae for the sick at all, Mozt men who were ill
were suffeiing f lno..:s causod by ceficient disi, diarrhea, beri-
beri, proteu tJoIr d malaria. Begimning about 9 Nov approx. 40

men from each hold were eallowed on deck for periods of an hcur, There
were latrines on deck tub the men with bowel discrder often were
unable to get to th eck. For 3 days there was no sanitary facilities
below decks bub t 2 stole some buckets which we were agble to empty.
There was somes mistreatment of POV in the afbter hold as kicking and
beating men when the Japs were geing after supplies that were stored
there.

Beginning Nov 9 they allowed me to bring the severely sick on
deck to an improvised sick bay. T repeatedly requested medicine from
Lt. Murata end ggt. Hoshino. Both Jar Armay medical men. T don't know
their first names, Thsy never supplied egy medicine, These two Japs
had no outstaanding cheracteristics. TI'm not sure T could identify
them now. (n about 12 Nov the convoy we were in was fired on by a
submerine., Our ship was not hit. There were no distinguishing
markings on our ship.

The extreme physizal discomfort of the men caused a complete
breakdown of morals; they snarled at eack other, guarreled and
insulted officers for no rza soM\Iiungcr was so extreme that ¥They
asked for the left overs of the Japonese meals.) Ve arrived at 10ji
25 Nov 1942,

The following men died at s=a as a result of the combination
of factors preVale‘_J on the ship. All were able bodied when we got
on the ship.

Wood, William R 0-3€1064. 1st It. 2ith FA
Died 11 /7/1;2 Bow 6,:"_"_%’/15 Cnuse of death beri-beri
myocarditis,
ranca, Richard R. 0-LO5
Died l.L,l /b2, Fe x
staxvaticn and generall
ard M O-—lf';{"/afi", Maj. Iof

L |
ok ! 4
2 Cause of death starvation and generalized

92 Pank Bn
16 (ause of death
Truesdell, Til
Died lJ., L?/
seps
Linke, Bar olo Fe 290050 vfe,; JAth TLSN.C.
Died 11/19/42 Caronic Diavcrhea
Free, Edward G. 31430 Pfc, &th USMC
Died 11,21/42 eause ch."on--c d arrhea, end pellagra.
Keough, Harry 3248300 Chiaf water Tendosr, UNS
Diea 11./21/42 cause caronic d ipvrhoea and pe liegra.
Howard, Thomes o, 6839306 T/cet, 60th ca (4} [ ¥
Died 11/23/42 cause beri beri myocarditis. P f}/A E
Johnson, Albert L., 9-80338. 2nd it US Engineer (orps —
Died 11/2i4/ii2 starvation and chronic diarrhea.

|
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vhen we arrived at Mo ji the temperature was ebout L5 degrees F
N\ 8 wf with a high wind, W were made to line up naked on deck before all
¥ b | the people on the dock while the Jepanese took a specimen from each

)[ rectu{n. This exposure to public gazes was unwerranted.

\,\ I am a medical officer and the diagnoxis of the illness and
causes of death are correct to the best of my knowledge without
\- benefit clinical or laboratory assistance.

(S)EDVARD R, NELL
Capte Med. Corps, USA,
Subscribed and sworn to before me this _17th day of September , 4
1945.
CEFTIFIED A TRUE COFY:
; /s/ _Charles He Sullivan (s) JOSEPH E. T INKHAM
Capts C.M.P. 1st 1t. JAGD
A CERTIFIED TRUE COFY,
Fverett Checket

Everett Checket RESTRICTED
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RESTRICTED Classification changed from
"CONFIDENTIAL" to "i RICTED*

by order of the Secretary of War-
By /s/ E. Checket, lajor, Inf.

SS
‘County of Pierce )

I, Clyde P, Sullivan, of lawful age, being duly sworn, on oath depose

. and say,

am T/Sgt, ASN 633388). My permanent home address is 5403 Florida

~ Avenue, Tampa. Florida. /I was captured by Japanese infantry on Mindanao Is-

land, £.I., in a general surrender on 10 lMay 1942. After being confined in
the Philippine Islands until July 1944, when I was transferred by ship to

' “Japan in a trip which lasted until 3 September 194l

The prisoners of war were not provided with proper medical care,
. food or quarters in this ship during the trip.
o An Army Lt called “hiboto (phonetic), who wore the insignia of For-
mosan troops and who seemed to be a Formosan, rather than a Japanese, was in
charge of the prisoners during the trip from Davao to Japan. ‘He was 35 to
40 years old, weighed about 150 pounds, wagbout 5 feet 7 inches in height,
did not wear glasses had a thin face and high cheek bones, had a stiff mili-
tary posture, a dark complexion, a black Charley Chaplin type mustache and a
shaved head. e

Aporoximately 1200 prisoners, divided into 600 men for each hold, were
crowded into the ship so closely that 400 would have to stand in shifts so that
the other 200 could sleep. This condition lasted for over 20 days until we

' reached Cebu. The sanitary facilities were insufficient and consisted only

of a bucket holding 5 gallons for 600 men. The only medical supplies available
were those which one of our own doctors brought with him, and these were meager
and insufficient, because the men were suffering from sores, beri-beri, mala-
ria, malnutrition uleers, diarrhea, and many other diseases. The food avai-
lable consisted only of 400 grams of rice per day per man, which was about one
pint, after it had been cooked. All the men lost from 20 to 4O pounds during
the trip. We were weighed at the beginning and end of the trip and I,myself,
lost 33 pounds, ‘The air was foul and the heat while confined in the hold

was so intense that men were overcome. Three men died from the existing
conditions during the trip. de received one pint of water per day, which was
insufficient because of the heat and close confinement. Protests made by the

 ranking officer, Colonel Stubbs, were ignored.

CNmEE
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Colonel Guy V. Stubbs, from Peatsbottom, Pennsylvania; Cpl. Paul
Sapin, from Texas; Pfec Harry Taylor, from Colorado; Captain Blinky, a medical
officer from Ohio; and Captain Keeley, a medical officer from New Jersey were
present with me all during the trip and can corroborate my statements. I can
give no further description of the persons responsible for ¢onditions which
I have described, and I can state no further details concerning the matters
described in th%f affidavit.

/s/ Clyde P. Sullivan
T/Sgt. 6333884

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 7th day of October 1945, at
Fort Lewis Washington.

/s/ Artll_}\;r G. Bouley
ARTHIR G. BOULEY

CWo, U S A

Asst Ad jutant General
Witness: ASFTC Fort Lewis, Wash.
/s/ Robert R. Hepperle
Agent SIC95C

A CERTIFIED TRUE COPY:

/s/ Everett Checket
EVERETT CHECKET

Ma.{it‘)r. Infantry

EXXEXBEEXNZIXIXE
RESTRICTED /g/ E.C.
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4 ' EESTRICTED Classificaticn Qhanfé; fro
: WCONFIPENTIAL" t¢ “RESTL.1
by crder cf the Secretary
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: LRTHUR M, BACLAWSKI, of lawful age,
being cduly sworn deposcs and says:

; I an a haster Sergeant in the-H+S+Arny
i 200 Ccast Artillery, ASE 38012473, I am thirty-six years of age
and my pernanent hcme address is 1064 E,79th Street, Cleveland,

Ogio. I have completed four ycers of college and received a
“Bachelcr cf Arts Degree at the OChic State University in 1932,
!
s

I entered nilitary service of the

United States 28 Mereh, 1941, at Santa Fe. New llexico; was sent
cverscas in Septerber, 1941, and returned from cverseas 8 Octcber,
1945.

I was ceptured on Bataain, Phillipine
Islands, 8 April, 1942, while serving in the Weather Secticn cf
Headquarters Eattery, éOOth Ccast Artillery. My duties included
surveying ancd drafting. I was held in custcdy as a priscner of
war by the Inperial Japanese Government from 8 April, 1942, to
11 Septermber, 1945, at the fcllowing placess Cerip 0'Donnell,
Phillipine Islands from 2 June, 1942, to 21 Septcmber, 19433 Los
Pencs,y Fhillipine Islands, 21 Sogterber, 1943, tc 30 September,
1944, Fronm 1 QOctcober, 1944, tc N.vember, 1944, I was enroute b;
bcat from Manila, Phillipine Islands, tc Camp Engin (phonetie) to
Taiwen (Forrmesa). I left Teiwan cn 12 January, 1945, aboard the
MELBOURNE NAKU and arrived at Kczaka in the Sendel area, Japan
cn 27 January, 1945, I was held in Kozeka until my liberation
11 September, 1945.; I was eppcinted squad leader by the Japanese

"8t Kczaka and held €£is positicn for five nonths.

The cnly two Japeanese in my places cf
impriscnment whose nares I can now rceell were Supply Sergeant
Osani (phonetic) who was nicknamed the "Skull" and Ccrpcral
Kurada, 2 Jepanese nmedical corpsnan, Both c¢f these men were
stationed at Kouzaka,

S It is difficult to describe the
conditions on cur trip frorm FPhillipine Islands tc Taiwan, We
,travelled in a hold gboard a snall collier which was very old

and had been reccnéiticned. Seven huncred American priscners,
including rmyself, were lcaded into the hold cf the ship which
 was apprcxinately 40 or 45 feet long, 30 to 35 feet wide and

| approximately 30 feet deep. Coal to a depth of 10 feet covered
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ers were loecded in the aft hold of the ship which was located

1 the EH%ire flocr cf the hold. Abcut 400 other American priscno-

irrediately bchind the ship's engine roome The heat in the hol
i wes alncst unbeareble and 1 was told that the aft hold was ever
hctter s There was nct reom encugh in cur heold to lis dcym.,

The hcld prcbably shculd have accormicdated about 250 men.

=TT .2 SR

and heat exheausticn during The thHirty cay trip. MNeny of the re
were cut of their hecads cue tC Theé intense heat. The hcld was
covered with wooden planking with about two inches spacing
between the planks and, during air reids, canvas ccvers were
pulled acrcss these planks completely shutting cut the eair.
After abcut six deys, the Jepanese laced cables intoc and around

- the planking covering the hcld which would heve nacde escape
impossible in the event the ship was sunk. There were nc light
of any kind in the hcld, We were told by the Japenese at the
start ¢of the trip that we wculd receive cne U,.,S. Arriy Canteen
cup cf water per man per day. However, we only received this
anount on four cr five cccasicns when we touched that rany
ports.

N 4 Thirty-two Arericen prisoncrs in cur hold died from suffocation
.

I received ebcut two-thirds cf a cup
per cday. Hcwever, on some days we werc completely withcut
water. We received twc meals per day normelly. However,
between the weather and air raids, they often cut this to cne
rieel. The Japanese tried to make up for this cut in cur ratio
cn the following days but this was never completely accorplishe
Accorcding tc the nctes ¢f the trip which I kept, on 13 Octcber,
1944, we received 3/4 ¢f a cup of cccked rice in the nmorning ar
3/4 ¢f a cup cf ccoked rice mixed with scaweed four cur seccnd
real on that day. On 20 Octcber, 1944, when cur bcat wes in
the port of Hong Kong, I received 1/3 canteen cup cf stewed
greens and one cankcen cup of steamed rice in the morning and
in the efterncen I received abcut 2/3 ¢f a cup cf steamed rice.
On scne deys we received less than these ancunts., The focd
was prepared by the American prisoners and locwered tc the hold
in wcoden buckets attached tu rcpes.

There were nc latrine facilities in the
hcld end buckets z2nd cans were lowered on ropes for the men to
relieve themselves and then pulled back tcu the deck and dispose
ofe It was necessary fur meny cf the men to dig hcles in the
coal to use as toilets. As a result of this, the flcor was
ccntinuzally filthy and dirty. All of the men had severe cases
of diarrhea at soretine during the trip. I was sllowed on cdeck
three cr fcur tinmes fur fiftcen minute periods during the entir:
trip. I believe thet all the Americens managed to get cn deck

‘about that number of tines.

t There were scme Arerican ked Crcess
‘Ledical surplies on board the ship. Hcwever the supplies were
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sccn exhausted, At the start of &he trip, our cffieccrs sceurr
vitenin tablets frcer the hed Crcss parcels and passed these
cut at the rate of twc tablets per men per day enc¢ the supply
was exheusted by the end of fifteen deys. Medical facilities
cn the bhoat were practically nil and included small amounts
cf sulfe tides.le. Tue physical eonditicns of the Arericans
at the begirning of the trip were reascnably gcod but at the
end of the trip all priscners were in pcor shape. The Japanese
ccrmancer at cur cdestination remarked that curs was the werst
group c¢f priscners physically that he had ever handled. I lost
approxirately twenty pcunés during the trip.

WOV, W o
- hd T A ——

I ¢¢ nct know the names of any of the
Jepanese in cherge of the ship. However, I learned thet the

ship's commander had recently been in charge of prison ships

frorm Mindanao to Japan.

The following U.S. Arrny officers and
enlisted men were ny fecllow priscners during this trip and
cculd pessibly furnish further infcrmation regarding the trip:

Kz jor Farris, 26th Cavelry, Phillipine Islands, Ccrmanding
Officer of Nou.l Compeny cn beoard ship.

Capt. Ccrnpton, 200th Ccast Artillery, Ccrinanding Officer No, 2.
Ccripany .

Capt. Thonas Davis, 59th Ccast Artillery, Cormnanding Officer
No. & Conpeny.

Lt. Wyndell acted as AcCjutant ¢n the prison ship.

lst. Sgt. Lawrence O'Hara, 21lst. Pursuit Squadron, hcne addres:
Dayton, Ohic.

T/Sgt. "Buzg" Barton, ASN 6802132, 19th Air Base, hcre address
400 Flearview Avenuc, St. Louis, Missouri.

Ffe. Lewis Celusnisk, 200th Ccast Artillery, home zddress Et.
3, Merlin, Texas,

lst, Sgt., Wielter H. Lieb, 59th Couast Artillery, now staticned
et Letterran Gencral Hospital, San Francisco.

The above are 211 the pertinent facts I can remember regarding
this incident.

(Eigned) Arthur L., Baclawski, M/Sg
Subscribed and swern to tefore me this 12th day of October,1945

Interviewed by Gecrge G. Barker, Agent, S.I.C,
(Signec) Cherles E Taylcr, Capt.
JAGD,

A CERTIFIED TLUE COFY
(Signed) EVERETT CHECKET
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RESTRICIED Cleassificetiun changed from
Zz UCONFIDENTIAL" to
- "RESTRICTED" by crder of the
Secretary of Wer By/s/E,
For the WAR CHIMES OFFICE Checket, Major Inf.

Judge Advocate Generalis Dcrartment - Wer Departrent
United Stete of Aunerica,

In the matter cof gross inadequ-  Perpetuation of Testimony of
acies amounting to a group Harcld J. Whitconb, 0-369502
homocide cf hundreds of 1st. LT,

American military personnel
while trensporting them from
Pier 7, Menila, to Japan,
December 12, 1944, tc January

Taken at: Biltmcre Legionel Convelescent Hospitel, Miemi,
Florida,
Date: 4 Octcber, 1945.

In the presec:ee of: Meyer Sugerman, Special Agent, Security
Inteiligence Corps, Fcurth Service Command,

Reporter: Elizebeth B. Loth, Clerk-Steno, Miami Beach
Service Bazse, Miami Beach, Flcride,
Questions by: Meyer Sugerman, Speclal Agent, Security
Intelligence Ccrps, Foarth Scrvice Command.
b g radi ————
Qe State your name, rank, seriel number znd permenent
home address.,
A, Herold John Whitcomb, 1lst. Lt., 0-365502, 200
Buchenan Street, Fremcnt, Ohioc,
gt
G T otaase your civilion background before entering the
Arny.
A, I was born at Fremont, Ohic, 11 September, 1912,
I avtended publiic schcols at Ciyde, Chio, and was

graduated from high schecol, I was emploved as an
invertory clerk with 2 lozal ccnecern, Standerd
Prcduczcs, before entering the Army.

Qo T BUtie une date of your capture, where you were
held and date of liberation,




1651

Evidentiary Document Nc. 5193. -2-,

A,

Qe

I was capured 9 April, 1942, on Batean. Lugas B¢ the death
march and was held at Camp O'Donncl,frnm~1 T oA

until 5 Mey, 1942, thct we s used as en essenbly camp by the

Japenese, I went to Cabanatuan, Camp No. 1, where I was
held fron 29 June, 1942, until 26 Oc tcber, 19425 then I was
sent to Dpvgo Pensl Colony cn the island cf Minccngo where
I was held from 11 November, 1942, until June, 1944. I was
returned tc Cebanatuan Where I was held from June, 1944,
until October, 1944, I was then 2t Eilibid Frison Hospital,
Meriila, from Octcber, 1914, until December, 1944, I was
then at Fukicko, No. 22, Kyushu, Jepen, frim Januery, 1945,
until April, 1945. I was at Loten Prison Camp, Mukden,
Man;huria, from kpril, 1945, until liberation on 15 Avgust,
1945.

Describe ycur boat trip from Menila,

1687 men, 211 Americens who had been gathered at Bilibid Pri-
son Hospital at Nenilza, boerded thé Japancse Iranscort,

Iriokc llaru, ot Menile, Fier 7, on 12 December, 1944. We

were piled intc twc holds and we were so crowded that we were
not all eble to lie down at the seme time, If one sat dowm,
ancther had to stand up. The Jepanese sent us & tecabucket

cf water for 700 men, There were only twce buckets in three
days and each bucket conteined only abcut six gellons of
weter, There were nc sanitation facilities, not even buckets,
and we were not pernmitted to go on deck even for sanitation
purposes. The only cnes whc were perrnitted to go cn deck
werc those who went for fcod. The air was particulerly foul
and between December 12th end December 1l4th, several hundred
men éied of suifccaticn or lack of water. We kept yelling
Tor water end air. Therc wes 2 Jepanese guard at the top

of the ladder and he would not even listen to usc There is

no accurate acccunt cf how many died beccuse we were bcmbcd 14th

Dcccpbcr end on the morning cf the *SLh, and abandos e
at that day.

What cccurred in connection with the boumbing?

We were bombed cn the 1l4th ¢nd the boet went zground. We
were bombed again on the 15th. The Jezpanese tock off then
end leter we tcck coffe. {ppro> irmately 1200 of the urigln 01
groupr were able to get eshcre,

What haprened then?

We were con the Islend of Luzon et Alongopo. We 1200 were
kept in en enclosed tennis court. There were no letrine
facilities. We were fed four times during the seven days.
Each tine we received only l% spoonfuls of uncooked rice end
we had nc fecilities with which tc cook it. We were given
some clothing. We had tc remein 2t the macadem tcnnls court
all day =2nd all n ight stark ngked. leny ©f us suffere

from(Z;}d;) During this seven-dey pericd, 100 AreLlcan
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military perscnnel died from exposure, dysentery end starvation,
The Jepanese gathered their bodies once a deay.

Q@+ Do you know the nemes of cny Jepanese personnel who were with
you on the bcat?

A, Yes, I do. Lt. Ilurata who ceme toc the grour from Cabanatuan,
Philippinc Islands, and a Jepanese civilian interpreter named
Mr, Wada were directly responsiple for these conditions. Their
attitude was onc of geod intenticns to cur faces and of no ccncern
once they were cway from us. While we-were in this tcnnis court,
they continuclly seid they were trying to arrange transportation
and food for us. However, at the same time, they would be seen
across the rcad with Jepanese soldiers, talking, laughing,
drinking beer and smoking cigarettesj and from what I understand,
did nothing to mitigate the situation,

TRt EYbpened then?

A. We were then taken to Sen Fernandc, Fhilippine Islands, where we
were kept in en aba ed theatcr for three days., We were
then loaded on & reilrcad car, One hundred © Te crowded
intc a box car. These cars werc the small Eurcpean size. The
Japanese placed somc cf cur personnel cn top of the cars so the
bombers wculdn't hit them. These men were given plllcw cases
and white flags for signeling,

Q. Where were you taken next?

A, We were teken off the trezin at Lingulen on the Island of Luzon,

' We spent pert of the day in the schocl yard where we were given
no senitation facilities. We were then marched to the beach where
we remeined two deys and cne night, We were on the send; had no
shade$ almost no water and thet which we did neve was measured by
the spoonful. Twc Officers, including onec colonel, and zlso one
enlisted men dfed from expcsure, Incidentally, we were in fear

et cur 1 _beceuse under the sand of the becach had becn buried
gesollne cnd ﬁnpunltlon.

e — — e

Qe Were you agein loacded on a boat?

» We were put cn a herse transport, There werce twc holds and I was
in the second ocne., I was grouped among horse remains, flies and
corrupiion*,Amgcln, water wes meesured by the spoonful, We were
“supposed tc heve bcen fed two times a day but cften we were only
fed once a2 day. Our food generelly consisted of three tablespoon-
fuls of hot weter scup and the samec amount of cooked rice, two
times a day. lieny ¢f the men éied elther from accunulated
ecknecses from furmer experiences, dysentery or melaria. The
dead wouldwgycr ge 25 a day meinly from starvation, dysentery
or infecticn. We were 50 starved that we ate flies and some ren

ven picked grein that was on the flcor with the horse remeins.

e ke + p] P oo Worar LS
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We were crazed with hunger. On the 2nd., or 3rd. of January, we
were torpedoed twice, The rudder ané propeller ¢f the boat were
damaged but there were nc casualtics, We were on this horse
transpert ebcut thirteen deys 21l told and c¢n January 9th in
T&ﬁ(W harbor, Formcsa, we were hit by a Navy Bomb Diver,
oA
Qs Were any efforts made to stop this ccondition?

A, Lt. Ccl. Olsen made meny efforts at the risk ¢f his own personal
safety to improve our lot Lt. Nurate and Mr, Wada would not
do anything and would not 1istcn.

o What hzppened on January 9th?

e were hit by severzsl bembs clong the weter Jine-and three of
the bombs explcdéd in the e hcld where €00 to 700 men were
lined up in squads waiting for breakfast., At that time, we had
one G,I, cup ¢f tea for 24 nmen. These three bormbs killed gbout
500 of the 700 men quartcred there and ebout 200 in the afterhold
were wounded., We had &1l been in o weakened condizion because
we were ravaged by stervation, exposure anéd zero weather, The
holds were uncovered and we had no blankets. MlNMcst of us had nc

! clothing. We hed absclutely no medical attenticn and as we nearec
ffgig/' Fcrmosa, we had fced but cnce a day, no water and we scraped the

floor covered with - horse remains for snow thet filtered dewn
hrough the hold. At the timc we were bombed, approximetely 40
men a2 day were ¢ying from starvaticn and privation.

Qe What heprened after ycu were bcecmbed?

1A, Those of us who survived were transferrcd to ¢ small inter-island

steamer and noved tc Jepan. The death rate was high but I am

i unable tc estimete it, We arrived et Mcji on the island cf

| Kyushu approxirately Jan uary 28th or 29th., lieny of the men were

becaten by guards wken they attempted to scrape snow off the canvas
gei~n&Qdi_ligu1@§%_ Conditicns achn were pcor. Approximetely

225 of the origincl 1687 disembarked at Moji and 105 of that

group were sick and wounded and were uaken to 2 hospitel, At

this tine Lt. Murate end Mr, Wada left the grcup.

,,,,,

Qe What haprened then?

A, This hospitel was a bare shed. There were no dcctors and we had
to lay on the flccr, We did not have eny medical aild for several
deys and we received oniy a small quantity cof food, We were fed
twice a day but that was mai nLy thin rice gruel. We remained
here until February 20th, The death rate at iaisz time was very
high and we had sbcut 10 to 17 dcad a day a2nd on February 20th,
211 that rcmeined of the 105 were 27 nen,

(Signed)Herold T.Whitcomb,
ist, Lt., 1AF.

Ay S . S, 3 Y oo A
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State of )
) 83
County of )

I, Herold J. Whitconb, of lawiul age, being duly sworn on cath,
state that I have read the foregoing transcripiicn of my
interrogation and =211 answer:s contained therein are true to the
best of my knowledge end bteliel.

(signed) Harold J, ¥hitcomb,
ist, Lt, AAF,

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 22 day cf QOctobexr, 1945,

o -

s
Q
gt
&
(0]

(signed) peot 1l

2=

Pust ,Jdge Lévocate
¥ietcher Genersl HSpay
Cenbridge, Ohic.

CERTIFICATE

I, Meyer Sugarman, Speciel hgent, Securitvy Intelligence Corps,
Fourth Service Cormand, certify that Herocld J. Whitcomb, 02369502,
lst. Lt., perscnally appecarcd befcre me on 4 October, 1945, and
testified concerning War Criress and thet the foregoing is an
accurate transcription c¢f the answers given by him to the scveral

guestions set forth.

Miemi Beach, Flcrida, (8igned) Meyver Sugarman
Date: ]1 October, 1945, Special fF‘??,
&

£ ¥ zoteiligence Corps,
Fourth Servisze Comrend.

CERTI!IED THUE COPY

(sgd) Everett Checket
Major, Infantry.
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For the WAL CRILES OF:rICE

Judge Advoceate Generel's Department - Wer Department,
United Stetes of America.

et mmnes

In the matter of the transporta- Perpetuetion of Testimony
tion under improper conditions of Corporal S.L.Beker,
of 13Q0 prisoners of war from ASN 278913,

Weke Island to Woosung, Chlna,
in Jasnuery, 1942,

Taken at: Oklzhome City, Oklzhoma
Date: 29 December, 1945,
In the Presence of's %illierm E. Stewart, Jr., Special

Lgent, Security IntelllgenceCorps,
Eighth Service Command.

—

Questions hy: Williem E, Stewert, Jr., Special |
Agent, Security Intelllgence Corps
Eighth Service Command.

B

Qe Pleese stete your full neme, age, and permanent home edcress,
9 9 L ’

| 4. 5.L. Beker, 21 verrs of ege, 225 N.W. 5th Strect, Oklshoma
‘ City, Oklahoma.

Q. Are you a veteran of World Wer 11%
Le Xess

Qe Fleese state your trench of service, rank, serial number
: end length of service.

A Cornorcl Five inch Artillery, L. Battery, First Defense
Bcttgllon, Weke Islanc, U,S. liearine Corps, and ny serisl
number is 278913. I entered service on 3 December, 1939,
end I em presently on furlough, which ends 14 Janusry, 1946
and I em to be dischearged upon reporting for duty.

Qe  Are you married?

A, No,

Qe Whet wes the extent of your civilian education.,

A, I completed the tenth grade.

Q. What wes your civilian occupation?
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A.
Q .
L.

I wes 2 sales solicitor and did construction work.,
Are you presently employed?

Yes, et Westinghouse Electric Supply Company as a receiving
clerk, '

During your period of service were you a prisoner of war?
Yes, I wes a prisoner of the Japanese for three years and

eight months, from 23 Decenbter, 1941, until liberated about
1 Scptember, 1945,

In whet camps were you held a prisoner of war by the
Japesnese?

I was ceptured on 23 Decenber, 1941, on Wcke Island and

wes held there until ebout 10 Januvery, 1942, when I wes
teken by ship, the Nitte Maru, to Woosung, China, on 25
Jenuery, 1942, and wes held there in a prisoner of war camp
until about December of 1942, when we were merched a
distance of about fifteen miles to Kiangwen, Chine, and I
wes held there until LZugust, 1943. I was then tcken by
ship to Stumeri Sub-cearmp, Oseka, Jepan, and was held there

TSerorigntil Mey, 1945, when we were moved to Newetsuy-believedwger,,

Q.
Ao
f,ﬁ\‘l-wyv\ 5 4\
-{Afﬂ l_.ﬁm-ﬂ“‘( {
J

to be a sub-cemp of the Tckyo district and which some of
my fellow prisoners called Omori Ccomp, and I was held there
until libereted on 1 September, 1945, -

During the period of your imprisonment did you witness any
atrocities committed zgeinst American prisoners of war by
the Jepanese?

Yes. About 6 January, 1942, the Jepanese loaded approximate

1y 1300 prisoners of war abcard the Nitea Maru at Weke
it P

Island, Theére Were apprOXITETely three tunared (300)
service men.and about cne thousand (31.000) civilian in this

run a geauntliet in which he wes Ptecalen and kicked by the
ship's créew. The priscrhcr Wore proved—ia throe seéparate
holds, which were spaved one ebove the otier, anéd I was
placed in the first hold neeresi the deck. To my knowledge
no one was killed during the period we boarded this ship
and were put in the hold, but there were o few who were very
weakened as a result of running the gauntlet when boarding
the ship. The hcid wes very crowded and there was not
sufficient room for each men to siretech out without pertly
lying on top of anoiher prisoner., We remeined in these
holds for the entire trip which lested approxinstely
seventeen (17) édeys, Ten (10) prisoners were allowed on
deck when thils ship reached Yokohema and I wes told that

Qg;ougo ks we boarded the ship €&ch TrisONEr WO forced to
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their picture was taken for propaganda purposes at this time.

There were no latrines for the prisoners and the only means

of relieving ourselves was by using a bucket lowered from

the deck, The hold wes dirty and we were not furnished

anything with which to cleean it. 'A number of the prisoners

were ill and suffering from dysentery and diarrhoea and

becsuse of their condition and the lack of latrine facilities

such as described zbove, this czused very unsanitary condi-

tions in the hold. The buckets which the prisoners used

in plece of latrines were not emptied promptly and es the

need called for it, end this further aggravated the situation,

2s did the careless menner in this these buckets were hesuled °

to the top deck for emptying, at which time pert of the

contents of the bucket would be spilled in the hold. We

lost track of night and day during this trip and it seemed

thet our food ceme at irregular intervels, though I telieve

we were fed two or three times per day. The only water we

received wes one (1) small teacup of water per meal and

occasionally we would recelve one cup between meals, Until

we reached Jepan the hold was stifling and hot and all of

us were thirsty constantly. Each meal wes the same and

consisted of barley gruel and water - azbout a2 three (3)

ounce portion. There were two exceptions to this diet -

on one occasion we received in acddition to the gruel, a

smell piece of smoked fish and on the second occasion we

received a smell portion of canned salmon, of which a great

deal was contaminated. The portion of this salmon which I

ate wes evidently contaminated heczuse immediately after

eating it I became violently ill and during all the merch

from the dock to the cemp at Woosung, some of my fellow

prisoners had to cerry me at intervels as I would become blind

end become unconscious at times. To my knowledge there were

no deaths aboard the ship during this trip, but there were

innurereble beatings admihistered to the prisoners by the

ship's crew, There were Japanese sailors and Japanese marines

aboard this ship and from observation it would seem thet the
Lo f /dJapanese marimes were detailed to handle the prisoners abcard
" ship. On numerous occasions the prisoners were searchcd znd—

{c®*~| =11 their possessions such as pens, jewelry and watches were

\ taken from them and irrespective of whether the scarch proved

'\pgofitgble or not, the prisoners would still be beaten as a
lesson to a2ll of us not to hold out on them. I do not know
the names of any of the Japanese zboard this ship.

Qe During this trip were you bombed or torpedoed?

A No.

e . iy
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Go Is there anything further you wish to add to this
: statement?

——e e

L, Yes. When we boerded ship we were zll given written
orders in which it was stated that a violation of the
slightest order would rmeen punishment by desth. Some
of these orders included not to touch the ship's wiring
or fixtures, not to tazlk or smoke, or not to move about
unnecessarily.

Qe Is there anything further you wish to edd to this
statement?

A, No, sir,
(Signed) 5. L. Beker, Cpl.,
2789.L3 9 Uou oI .C .
Certified True Copy.
(Sgd) Thomes F,. Mornene
Lte Coley AIF,

State of: Oklchoma )
County of: Oklchoma ) SS

I, S.L, Ecker, of lawful ege, being duly sworn on oath, stete
thct I heve read the foregoing tronscription of my interroga-
tion consisting of two end three-fourths (2-3/4) pages, and
211 answers contained therein are true to the best of ny
knowledge ‘end trelief.

(Slgned) S, 1, Bsker,
S.LBLRER, C:l., 278913, USHC

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 1lth day of January,1946
My cermission expiress

(Signed) J. K. hicherdson
Lt. LIQ“CI . Ui C U S.N’.P&.

CERT I F ICATE

I, -William E, Stewart, Jr., Special Agent, Security
Intellloencc Corps, Elghth Service Comnerﬂ, certify thst S.L,
Beker, Cpl., 278913, U.8.M.C., personelly apreared before me
on 29 December, 1945, end testified concerning war crimes;
end -thet .the foregoing is an accurate transcription of the
answers given by him to the seversl questions set forth.,

(Signed) WILLIAL E. STEWART, Jr.-

: Williem L. Stewert, Jr,

Place: | - Special Agent, Security
Dates . ' : Intelligence Corps,

CERTIFIED THUE COPY Eighth Service Commend.

(sgd) Thomas F. Mornﬂnc, Lt.Col., AIF,
e T e — s —————
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RESTRICTED

McDONALD, JOSEFH F.., JR., a Msis U. S. citizen, after being duly
sworn at 29%ih Replacement Tepot, Luzon, P. I. on 11 September 1945,
tostified as foliows:
B
Q. How o0ld are you?
29,

Were you internel by the Japancee or made a priscner of war, and if
80, when and where?l

23 December 1941 - Wake Island,
Where did you reside at the time of your capturel

Working for United Press on Wake Island.

By what Japanese unit wore you captured?

A. Unknown (Navy).

Q. Do you expect to be repatriated, and if so, to what country?
A. U, S. A,

Q. What will your complete address be after your repatriation?

A. 115 Mark Twain Av., Reno, Nev.

Q. Will you state the names and locations of the camps at which you were
held as a prisoner of war and the dates you were confined at each camp?

A. In reference to "Regulations for Prisoners" given to cach prisoner at
Wake Island before embarking 12 January 1942.

Q. Do you know or have you reason to believe that the Iuperial Japanese
: Navy failed to treat prisoners of war with humanity or otherwise committed
atrocities or war crinmes against them?

A, Yes.

Q. Will you state 211 facts in detail pertaining to atrocities, war crines,
violations of Rules of Laend Warfare and humen decency at Wake Island,
the dates thereof, the perpetrators, giving their names, ranks, units
end other identifying information.

A. Before enbarking at Wake Ieland on the Nita Maru on 9th January 1942,
every prisoner was furnished with a copy of "Regulations for Prisoners”,
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ceics of vhich were furnishoed your cffice iy me 01 this date and
which appear as exhibits with this testir

ye L)
When we £0% on the boat they took awey all clcthing except that which
we were t eaing, all jowelry soch as watches, rings fountain pens, etc.
For the firs: two davs we bad co water and the hest ~os wverc kept closed.
During the trip the guarus vho canec down were bewx:iag the men withoud
provocation.

The ssnitary conditions were foul, the Japanese fadling at times to
enpty our slop tuckeis, We hnd two cans for JEC ez in our hold.

I have compared my original cory "eg:lations for Frisoners” received
by me as indicated atove with the trpewsitien cop .es which your office
has made and I wish %o statc that youar covies are exact coples of ny
original, word for woid.

(sgs.) JXi F. Me)ONALD, JR.
JO.} F. Mc)ORALD, JR.

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 11th day of Septcmber 194D.

(sgd.) oNES R. IYNCH,
JYES R. IDICH, 24 Lt,, INF,
01 396712, INVESTIGATING OFFICER
WA 2 CRIMBS INVESTIGATING
DETACEMENT.

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY ;

(Sgd.) THOMAS F. MORNANE
Lt. 001., A- I-Fe

Commander of the Prisoner Escort
Navy of the Great Japanese Empirs.

//// Resuistions for Prisoners.

\
The prisoncrs disobeying the fellowing orders will be punished with
immediatc death.

1.

| a/ Those disobeying orders and instructions.

| b/ Those showing a motion of antagonism and raising a sign of opposition.
c/ Those disordering the regulations by individualism, egoism, thinking

\ only about yourself, rushing for your cwn goods.
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d/ Those talking without permission and raising loud voices.

e/ Those walking and moving withous ovder.

f/ Those cz=rrying uvnrecessary bagsage in embarking.

g/ Those resisting mutually.

h/ Those touching the boat's materials, wires, electric lights, tools,
switches, cic.

i/ Those climbing ladder without order.

j/ Those showing action of running away from the room or boat.

k/ Those trying to take more meal than given to them.

1/ Those using more than tweo blankets.

2. Since the boat is not well equivped and inside being narrow, food being
scarce and poor you'll feel uncerforiable during the short time on the boat.
Those losing patience and disordering the regulation will be heavily runished
for the reason of not being able %o escori,

3. Be sure to finish your fingture's cail', evacuate the bowels and urine,
before enbarking.

4. Meal will be given twice a day. One plate only to one prisoner. The
prisoners called by the guard will give out the meal guick as possible

and honestly. The remaining orisoners will stay in their places quietly
-and wait for your plate. Those moving from their places reaching for your
Plate without order wili be heavily punished. Same orders will be applied
in handling plates afier meal.

5. Toilet will be fixed at the four corners of the room. The buckets and
cans will be placed. When filled up = guard will aprcint a prisoner. The
prisoner called will take the buckets to the center of the room. The
buckets will be pulled up by the derrick and be thrown away. Toilet
papers will be given., ZEveryone must cooperate to make the room sanitary.
Those being careless will be punished.

6. Navy of the Great Japanese Bmpire will not try to punish you all with
death, Those obveying all the rules and regulations, and believing the action
and purpose of the Japanese Navy: cooperating with Japan in constructing

the "New Order of the Great Asial which lead to the world's peace will be
well treated.

b

The End.
CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

(sed.) JAMES R. LYNCH, 2nd Lt. INF.

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY

(Sgd.) _THOMAS F. MORNANE
Lt. Col., ALK
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In tre retter of Jepenese Wer Crinmes and

in tre natter of tre woyage fron Lnboina

to Jeva in May, 1944, and tre nurder of
Cpl. Teylor.

. —————— - — - -

BE I, No. 1008458, L.fisCe TFOMAS WILLILM
LDi1ISON, 106 F. R.Co Rel: o Corford, with permenent hone

rddrcss ot 61 Fifth Row, »svlngton, Nortkurberlpnc, nake
cath and say as follows:-

il On Moy 1st, 1944, I enharked witF.200 othrer

Britist Prisoners of war _for Jeve, We were e2ll of us sick
as tre result of privaticmsemd rerd labour in Lieng Cerp,
and we were being teken back te Jevee Tre srip was a
Japanese transport of about 3,500 tons.  Altroughr we were
sick, no proper acconnmocetion wes nace for us. Sone of

us were allowed to lie on tre retelr covering one of the
rolds, witr 2 tarpeulin over us for cover, the rest had

to lie ¢own where they couldes Our food was twe neels a
dey consisting of rice and ¥yalf a pint of water,

2% - Aftcr about ten days we arrived at llacassazr in
tre Celcbcs, Ve steyed trere zbout e day end left for
Java, on May 12th. Up to trat tine therc Yad been no
1nc1éent on board. On Illay 11tr Corneral Teylor had stolen
sone fish and cne of trc guards bred ceught him and told
Scrjeent kajor hiteraye who was in cherge of us on board
tre ship, Ttris Serjeant hejor was nick-nemed "Yellow
Boots". At thre tine "Yellow Boots®" did notring more than
hit Corporal Teylor 2 couple of tines and tren left hin,
"Yellow ootsT’wes drunk at the tinc as Pe red come on
board from. Macassar in trat condition. During tre evecning
of May 12th, it sterted tc rain and we wiere allowecd to teke
shelter in gn enpty coal bunker end elthough the door was
clcsed we were elloved to go on deck by & snall batchl-way.
Corporal Teylor got on deck t‘rcugb tris little gengwey
but was stopped by 2 Korcan guerd who took hin to tre
Scrjcant Lejor, Teylor explglnfﬁ that Ye was going to tre
latrines but the Serjeant lajor dié not believe Pir, I
was on tre ratehb-way at the tine and I saw the Serjeant

Ma jor bring Trylor out on deck and begin to beat bin
unnercifully. Fe used reevy sticks and for ebout half an
bour "Yellow Boots" beat Taylor up and cdown the deck,
wrenever he fell down "Yellow Boots" kicked hinm on tke
ground, Finally Taylor wes left lying in the deck noaning
and bhalf conscious. Tre Serjeant Mejor tren got his sword _
cut end after pricking ttre prostratc Taylor once or twice

' ;. - iy ———— - i e
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he took 2 great swipe a2t him wrich partly severed ris
Fead fron Pis body. We were not zllowed to go to Teylor's
assistence and e was left trere for some ninutes until
"Yellow Boots" ordered us to trrow tre body over-board,

We tied some big pieces of coal to hin and then threw the
body over-boerd.,

3a I witnessed the whole of ttris incident. I cannot
say whetrer "Yellow Boots" wes drunk et the timey be certeinly
bPad been trec dey before wren he cane on boerd from Macassar,

I cannot say wretrer re bhad becn drinking since. During

tre beating up of Taylor the Dubteh interpreter celled

Mollett tried to explain to "Yellow Boots" that Teylor

was cdoing nothing wrong but it hacd no effect on tre Sergeant
Ma jor who sinply ignored rinm and went on till bec finally
beheaded hin, e

4, Tre following day tre Serjeant Mejor got 211

the officers on parade, trat 1s Flying Officer Feath,
Warrent Officer Farvard, thc Dutch doctor anc tre medical
orderlies, Fe first beat t*c nedicel orderlies snd Feetlr.
After be rad finelly finistred witkr trer e started on
Herverde Farverd reteliated at first end tre two of then
begen wrestling 211 over tre deck, "Yellow Boots™ was
nuck stronger tran Farvard and it wes not long before it
looked es troughr Ferverd wes going to be killed, Every
now and 2gein during tre struggle "Yellow Boots" would
break 2 nedicinc beottle over Farvard's read, be picked
trose bottles out of a2 crate whrich was on ttre deck.
Finally Fervard wro was a nass of blood broke loose end
started to run awey. "Yellow Boots™ snatcted up o rifile
but luckily sorie of tre guards toock it ewey from hin and
then some of trc Jepencse llerchant Navy ceamc along and
tock the Serjeant Mejor aways I would describe thris nan,
ITitaraya, as being large for a Jap, about 5' 10" in height,
12% stones in weight, very powerfully built, well nade,
upright and snart in appearsncc. Fe rad tre usual closc
croppcd black rair and worc spectacles. Fe rad 2 round
fece and otherwisc was very nuchk like 2 Jepsncsce We
landed in Jeve on ley 16, 1944, and I wes sent to bospitel,

.

(Signcd) T. W. lcCerison.

SWORN by tre seid TFOIAS WILLIALY [DLIISON, at
Ashtington in the County of Northumberland
on tre 1lst day of liarch, 1946, bcfore nc,

(Signed) W, N. Craigs
b Corniissioner for Osthrs,
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IN THE MATTER OF JAPAKNESE WAR CRIMES AND IN

THE MATTER OF THE ILL-TREATMENT OF BRITISH \\
PRISONERS OF WAR ON A SEA VOYAGE FROM AMBON
ISLAND TO SOURABAYA IN THE "MAROS MARU"

DURING SEPTEKBER, OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER.1944.

AFFIDASTT.

I, No. 87163 Flight Lieutenant William Manning Blackwood,
R.A.F., with permanent home address at 11, Lyon Road, harrow-
on- the—Hill Middlesex, make oath and say as follows:-

1; In early September 1944 I was in the prisoner of war camp
at WEIJAMI on Ambon Island.> It was about that time that allied
aircraft visited Ambon town and did terrific damage there.
Shortly after that raid the Japanese decided to move the
prisoners and on 17 September I found myself the senior British
officer in charge of a small draft of British and Dutch
prisoners of war who were to go on board the 500 ton Dutcih
ferry boat "MARON KaRU".

2. On the morning of embarkation it rained for the first
time for many days. My party marched bare foot or using
wooden sandals in a glutiness sea of liquid mud which covered
the sharp coral of the road surface. With guards harrassing
us to hurry, the beri-beri crippled belng pushed and bullied,
and the stretcher bearers being goaded intc a shambling trot
we made the jetty in about half an hour. There the stretchers
were laid in the mud fully exposed to the pitiless rain,
although a series of hutments were at hand by the road31de.
After everybody was soaked through a few straw mats were
produced and these were draped over the sicker men whose
bewildered whimpers fell without response on the ears of the
guards.

3. After nearly three hours wait, barges were brought along-
side and we were ferried across the creek to where our trans-
port lay at anchor. When we drew alongside 1 could scarcely
believe that all 500 of us were expected to get aboard. When
I realised that the holds were full and battened down, and
that they were to travel as deck passengers, I was staggered.
First of all the baggage was dumped on the hatch covers and
an attempt was made to distribute the fit men, walking
patients, and stretcher cases in the gangways and narrow deck
spaces. The effect was like a London tube train in the rush

hour., No level space could be found for the stretchers, and

the sick men were subjected to acute discomfort and an ordeal
which it was at once obvious they could not sustain for a
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long sea passage. On protest the baggage was removed from

the hatch covers. Settling into this terribly cramped space
with sodden kit bags was almost impossible. Worse was to

come. Firewood for the cookhouse fires on voyage was brought
alongside. Picture a small ferry boat, not more than thirty
feet in maximum beam and with perhaps forty five feet from

the after bulkhead of the fo'castle to just abaft the midship
as the limit of our allowed space, the remainder of the main
deck and all deck works and housings out of bounds, and some
indication of crowding is given. When the firewood was stacked
all the deck space was full to the gunwale and the hapiess men
draped about in a sitting or squatting position. Two wooden
boxes slung over the ship's sides were all the latrine accommo-
dation provided. Into these boxes the palsied men had to drag
themselves after a.journey over piles of firewood fraught with
difficulty for a fit man, let alone a sick one who could not
walk on a tiled floor. We sailed that night.

4. During the sleepless night many men walked about miser-
ably trying to find place to lie down without treading on
someone else, which was impossible. During the night waves
shipped through a sea door on one side of the ship and swept
across the deck with each roll of the vessel, sweeping helpless
stretcher cases about like flotsam. The men took advantage of
daylight to try and settle themselves.a little better. One
man who had been brought aboard very sick died during the
night, and was buried at sea.

5. About ten a. m. a meal of unflavoured rice porridge was
served. This with only occasional additions of sweet potatoes,
dried seaweed and water-lily roots, with another meal at night,
was our staple diet for all the sixty-eight days of the voyage.
At one or two islands cocoanuts and mangoes were bought through
the Korean guard in charge of the cookhouse at monstrous prices,
but for the most part the diet can be said to be plain rice

and nothing else at all.

6. Already weakened by fifteen months of back breaking work,
greviously sick from malnutrition and ill treatment, the rice
diet soon produced its inevitable effect. Beri beri broke out
almost universally. The sick, lying on the hatch, were given
no shade, and in spite of repeated requests, no awning of any
sort was provided until about thirty men had died from thirst
and exposure. The water allowance was less than half a pint

a day per man, and on several occasions after we reached
MAKASSAR, the dying men on the hatch were treated to the
spectacle of their guards bathing themselves in the drums of
drinking water. En route to BONTHAIN, one man crawling weakly
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over the side into the latrine, fell overboard. The ship
put about and the man was picked up. All officers were then
lined up and lashed with a rope's end by KASIAMA, an English
speaking Korean guard Jas an example for not. controlling our
men. ~——

7. Deaths were occuring daily by this time, and sacks full
of sand were provided by the Japanese to attach to the legs
of the corpses. Burial was only allowed when the ship was
in motion, and any man who died during a period at anchor
before MAKASSAR had to be bound up in his blanket and slung
to the awning of the winch house until such time as we were
again under way.

8. An atmosphere of horror was being built up on the ship
which did not help the efforts of anyone to stay alive, and
soon the number of dead began to increase. Then one day at
Rahat on the island of MOENA a Japanese junk.came alongside
with about one hundred and fifty men who had left AMBON in
August under the charge of Capt. VAN DER LOOT, one of the
HAROEKOE draft Dutch officers. These.men. had been shot up
on their ship by a: iberator which sank them after it had
set their ship on fire.

9. On my ship, already overcrowded with rapidly sickening
men, the arrival of this extra number created undescribable
confusion. Hardly a man could even sit down properly, let
alone lie down, and the new arrivals had left earlier than we
because they were more sick. Their condition now, after a
crowded journey, poor food and. the added strain of being
thrown into the sea unable to fend for themselves as they
drifted away from their burning ship, was appaling to witness.
Many of these were crippled beri- berl, several were raving,
and all were pitifully weak. Somehow or other they were
packed on board mingling inextricably with the four hundred
and eighty odd that were left in my draft. There was no
shade on the deck and the gangways and there.was only room
/for a few of the very worst cases on the hatch. All the men

/ lay spread out on the uneven bundles of firewood, blistering —

/ horribly in the tropical sun. Tongues began to blacken, raw _

\ shirtless shoulders to bleed, and all vestige of sanity _
\ deserted many. The night wag‘filled with the yells and
\screams of the dying, the curses of the tired-out who tried_
'to sleep, and the perpetual hiccoughing that afflicts a man_

\aEQﬁ% to die from beri-beri. _

)
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10." Scenes of indescribable horror became commonplace.
Picking their way through the tangled mass of humanity lying
about on the narrow ship, orderlies carried the naked, wasted
bodies of the dead to the ship's side, where unheard, except
by those present, the burial service for those who die at sea
was read before casting the body with its weight sack, over-
board. One youngster, maddened with sunstroke outed t
thoughts of his disordered brain for thirty hours before he
became too weak to talk any more. Just before he died, he
snatched a full tin that was being used as a bed pan,ﬂand.
drank the contents greedily, thinking it was water, before
gre*éﬁﬁia"be prevented.

11. Until we reached MAKASSAR, about the 7th October, smoking
was prohibited because the holds were full of petrol and
ammunition. At MAKASSAR, the few men who could work were
pressed into service to unload the ship and some of the
ammunition. The remaining boxes were levelled off, and men
were allowed down the holds. Although still impossible crowded
this was a slight improvement as the men could get out of the

sun.

12. After the cargo was unloaded some mangoes were brou ght
aboard and bought out of money from the profits of the HABUthh

camp canteen. Water was takenaboard but the Korean in charge
of the galley drew a pencil line at the full water line of the
open drums threatening dire punishment to all on board in the
way of ration cuts if the level went down at all during the
night. He also kicked any man who had crawled under leaks in
the hosepipes, and were trying to collect a few drops of the

precious fluid.

13. When more stores had been taken aboard we set sail again.
A1l were tremendously relieved, feeling that the back of the
frightful journzy had been broken. This, however, was not to
be. For forty days we stood off a small island near MAKASSAR
making occasional returns to the harbour. This was a tremendous

blow to many of the sick who had keyed themselves up for the
remaining journey and were now faced with day after day of
idleness. Bz_}he time we eventually set sail again, nearly

—r—

14. When the survivors from the other ship were taken aboard,
Lt. KURASHIMA, Sgt. MORI and KASIAMA (the English speaking
Korean) all three of whom were at KAROEKOE throughout the—
occupation of that camp aboard as well. They had escaped in
one of the ship's boats. The Lieutenant, true to his previous

showing, did absolutely nothing at all to help us. Neither,
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of course, did his sergeant or the interpreter KASIAMA.
One accident is worthy of mention at this point.

//'\

iccough very loudly and at close intervals Sgt. MORI appeared

//15. As a sick Dutchman was dying one night, he started to
h

i
\

on the bridge and threatened to beat all the sick men unless
the man was given an injection to make him sleep. This was
done, but in half an hour he was awake again, Sgt. MORI
repeated his threat, and another injection was given . After
an hour the man woke again and started hiccoughing once more.
Yelling at the top of his voice the Japanese sergeant insisted
the man be given a third injection or else he would come down
and lay about him with a stick among the stretcher cases. A
third injection was given, and this time the wrdched sick man

5\41§§\Egt heard again. He was dead.

16. The close packing of the sick, and the lack of room to
move, made the conditions insanitary to an appalling degree.
Try as they would (and they did try magnificently) the
volunteer orderlies could only clean the immediate space
vacated by a dead man before bringing up the next very sick
man to take his place. Any attempt at washing thoroughly
with sea water was impossible as there was nowhere to move
the surrounding patients to keep them dry. &Each man had
about two feet of space and that was all. The result of
this was caked excreta everywhere, lice and crabs all over
the ship. No relief was available for bites. MlMen lay
miserably scratching until they were raw. The whole ship
smelt sour and disgusting.

17. At night the orderlies had a fearsome task, tiptoeing
about the crowded hatches carrying stool tins and urine pots
over the recumbent frames of men so rotten with beri-beri
that they screzmed aloud if merely brushed gently with the
foot. The orderlies worked really hard at a thankless,
heartbreaking task. The Dutch Doctor, Captain SrRINGER,

who had done magnificent work at HAROEKOE, continued his
tireless efforts on the mens' behalf, sparing himself not at
all. F/Lt. PHILLIFS, another HAROEKOE doctor also worked
splendidly doing all that was possible for the sick. MNoving
about the ship was difficult enough, but the Korean in charge
of the cookhouse, KANIOKA, forbade the use of the aft gangway
athwortships after some alleged theft of stores. This made
movement very difficult indeed especially for the lame and
the orderlies on dark moonless nights.
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18, Eventually, after several false starts, we left MAKASSAR,

by Allied aircraft who bombed the town and area. Aware of
what had happened to the other ship, the survivors we had taken
on suffered agonies of nervous conjecture, knowing that if they
again had to take to the water, this time they would be too
weak to swim and would sink like stones to their graves. On
one such occasion, a small nose cap fell on board but nobody
was hurt. We were extremely lucky in this respect for nothing
else fell near us and no aircraft paid any attention to our
small craft.

19. Crossing the straits of MAKASSAR just north of BARI BARI,
~_ we came down the East coast of BORNEO and eventually reached
. ©_ SOURABAYA after sixty-eight days at sea. Of six hundred and

:f‘qy thirty men who had been aboard, only three hundred and twenty-

five remained alive, and these were for the most part feeble,
shambling wrecks, unwashed for two months and crawling with
vermin. From SOURABAYA we left by train for BATAVIa.

./20. Throughout this experience I never met with any attitude

) on_the part of the Japanese commanders other than brutish

Y\ cruelty, cynical indifference, unbelievable stupidify and

L utter incompetence, Those who would appear to be responsible
were Lieutenant KURISHIMA who was ostensibly in charge of the
PW on board, Sgt. MORI who was the Japanese N.C.0., in charge
of us, KASIAMA who was the interpreter, KANOIKA who was in
charge of the cook-house, and the remainder of the Korean
Guard.

SWORN by the said WILLIAM MANNING BLACKWOOD )
at 6, Spring Gaidens in the City of Westminster,)

this 7th day of March 1946
(Signed) W.M.BLACKWOOD.

BEFORE ME: (Signed) A.M. BELL-MACDONALD.
Major Legal Staff,
Office of the Judge Advocate General,
LONDON, S.W. I.

CERTIFIED TRUE COPY OF THE ORIGINAL AFFIDAVIT.

(Signed) R. S. Lambe, Lt, Colonel
18th April 1946 AAG War Crimes HQ, ACFSEA.
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IN THE MATTER OF JAPANESE WAR CRIMES AND
Ty THE M.TTER OF ILI.TREATMENT OF BRITISH

PRTSONERS OF WAR ON BOARD THE "TANJONG MARU*

I, Colecnel CHARLES HERBERT STRINGER, Royal Army Medical Corps, at
present stationed at Headouarters, Southern Command, SALISBURY, WAKE
OATH and say as follows:-

l. At the time of the capitulation of the British Foreces to the
Japanese in SINGAPORE in February 1942 I was Deputy Director of Medical
Supplies, Malayan Command.

I remained in CHANGI British Prisoner of War Cemp until 16 August
1942,

2. QE‘}§;§,A2 a larce party of 211 the senior officers, from colonel
upwards, Governors and Chief Justices, were moved from Changi to Singapors
docks and packed into the hold of a ship. This was a trial packing and
even on Japanese standards we could not get in. Having spent the night

in this misery the next day we were moved to another ship and again

packed into one hold. There did not seem to be much difference but there
we stayed. This ship, the "Tanjong Maru", was a coal ship and the coal
debris had not been removed. The centre of the hold was piled with our
kits and round the sides were 2 tiers of rough pgnching. We were packed

on this benching where there was just room for bodies lying side by side
but no room for bedding. There was a double row of prisoners on the
benching lying with feet inwards and in the armpits of the opposite
prisoners. #e were packed as slaves were pmcked in the horrors of the
"Middle Passage". Even then there was not room for everyone and the
Temainder had—to lie on the kits in the centre of the hold. There was no
washing water and no drinkinz water though plain green tea was provided

at infrequent intervals. The latrines provided were rough woode: chelters
on a very narrow deck gangway. They were of the trough type and were
rarely hosed down.

Before leaving Changi we were ordered by the Japanese not to bring
any medical stores anc assumed “hat everything would be provided on board
ship. In spite of this order all medical officers brought some medical
supplies and it wes w2ll we did so as not a single drug or dressing was
provided on the ship diring the voyage nor was any hospital accommodatiocn
provided even under the most urgent pleading.

¥e spent 1) days in this Hell Ship in a tropical c¢limate. The
space provided for all pur53ggE—?%;TEE35“556‘Tﬁ6171&uats“was“i0 £t x 2}
ft. Head space was four feet to the iron plates of the deck above. The
sun beat on this iron during the day, made it too hot to touch and turned
the space below into an v.en. Prickly heat rapidly developed and as
#apidly turned into boils anc tropical pamphigous. There were 399
officers and men in this hold, and the deck space was little more than
2 narrow gangways. 100 men were allowed on deck at a time for fresh air

A3 our sick increased this change over number was more and more

3
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reduced as it became a matter of life and death for patients to get out
of the foul atmosphere of the hold. As the diarrhoea and dysentery cases
inereased in nunbers and severity the deck conditions became foul.

These unfortunate peonle could not control themselves owing to the
urgency and frequency of their need and the congestion in the few
latrines available. The decks were bespattered with human dejecta and
the worst cases could not get up and down the 1 narrow and steep wooden
cangway to—the hold. They lay day and night on the deck or hatch cover
just outside the latrines. For the worst cases we tried to rig up
improvised head cover but the Japanese objected to this.

No cases died on board ship. We landed at_Takau on 31.8.42. and
‘within a week or ten days the following werr dead:- Atforney Gen. Howell,
Lt. Col. Kennedy, 1.M.S., Capt. Walker, Lts. Kemlo, Dowling and Griffln.
R.E, All died from dysentery which they developed on the sea journey
from blngaoore and for which they got no medicine nor care from Japanees
sources during the voyace. On_ landing Mr. Howell and Lt. Col. Kennedy
were admitted %o a Iapaneue hospital practically moribund. They were
put in a ward by themselves and civen neither medicine nor nursing.

They were literally left to cie, which they did in a day or two.

SWORN by the aforesaid CHARLES HERBERT
STRINGER at 6 Spring Gardens in the
City of WLSTIINSTER this 25th day of
February, 1946.

(signed) C.H. STRINGER
! Colonel,

NN

BEFORE ME

(signed) A.li. BELL-MACDONALD
Ma jor Leral Staff
Office of the Judge Advocate General,
LONDON, S.W¥.1l.

Certified true copy.

(Signed) T. MORNANE,
Lhe Gol.
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IN TEL FATTIL of Wer Crimes anc IN THE LATTEL of the conditic
and treatment of Austrelian
and Dutch FVW by the Japenese
on board the 'HASHIN MAKRU' on
a voyage from Singepore to
Moji, Japan.

United Nations Wer Crimes
Commission.feferenceeeecscecses

—————

t I, John Lawrence HANDS of Commonwealth Bank, Forrest Plesce,PERTH
in the Stzte of Western Australia, formerly WX3335 Capt. J.L.
LANDS of 2/3 Machine Gun Battalion, meke oath and says

1. I was captured in Jave on the 9th lkarch, 1942, end after
being in numerous FW camrs I was eventually embarked at Singapore
for Japan in June, 1944, on the 'Kashin Maru'. The 'kashin Maru'
was a tramp steamer of about five to six thousand tons. It was
staffed by Japanese civilians end sailors and in my opinion was
part of the Japanese mercantile merine. It had either been bombec
or hed a fire aboard sometime previously because the bridge had
been completely burnt out and amidships the shin gave the appear-
ance of a collection of.iron plates., There was a temporary bridgec
rigged aft. The main structure of the shir had been damaged by
this bombing or fire end it was supported by two stecel girders
running down either side of the ship forwerd to aft. I saw in
the engine room of the ship a plate showing theat the ship had beer
built at Montresl, Cenada, abcut 1514,

2, There were zpproximately 1000 PW embarked at Singapore on

or about the 3rd. June, 1944, znd it took sbout 8 or 9 hours to
embark the PW. There were about 750 Australians and about 250
Dutch, There were three holds in the ship and the FW were acco-
mmodated in these three holds. The centre hold had no top to it
and it had been badly demeged either by a bomb or fire. The top
consisted of loose iron plates which freely let in the rsin. I
myself was in the forward hold with about 300 other PW, After

all the men had embarked they were so crowded in these holds that
there was not sufficient room for more than approximately 40
percent to lie in a prone position at the one time. All holds wer
infested with verminj; lice and bugs. During the journey to Jzpan
I frequently visited other holds and conditions there were similar
to conditions in the forward hold., A few straw mets were provided
but these were insuff cient and for the most pert the men were
lying on the steel floor, no other bed accommodation whatsoever
being suprlied.

3+ The journey from Singapore to Japen took 70 days.. During the
journey we celled at Miri in Borneo and for approximately two end
2 half weeks were in kanila Harbour but at no time were any of the
PW allowed to disembark, and they all stayed on the vessel until

0 P
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it resched Japan. At night time those who were not able to get

into a prone position hed to sleep squatting down or even standing
‘ It wes impossible for all themen to get sleep at one time bwing t¢
the extremely crowded wey they had been herded into the holds and
they used tc take turns of getting some sleep during the night anc
some during the day. On rare occasions & portion of the men were
allowed to sleep on deck. The occasions however were very rate
end regerded a® a great privilege. Permission was only granted or

lays of the 70 day voyage for men to sleep up on deck .

The P" however used frequently to go ur on their own accord in the
darkness but were generslly loceted on deck by the Japanese guards
who would then administer beatings end herd theém below again.
Whenever PW were discovered on deck without authority from the
Japanese, the Japanese after teating the men and herding them
below again would then ce2ll out the PW officers and administer a
severe beating to them, I myself was beaten 17 times on the voy=-
age, epproximately 6 of WhHich bectings were =dministered to me
because some of my men had been found on deck without suthority.
The PW officers made no attempt at 211 to stop the men going up on
deck., The plight of the men in the holds was so pitiful that it
was just beyond humen feeling to order them to stop below or to
try to stop their getting the benefit of & 1little fresh eir,

4, The other teatings I received from the Japenese guards were
meinly because I _refused to give them food out of the FW rations.
I was Quarterraster for the PW party and frequently the Japanese
\guards would ask me for sugar cr other foodstuffs out of the FW
\rations, I invarisbly refused end would be given a beating by a
‘Jepanése guare, I was beaten with rifle butts, sticks, wooden

logs belonging to the guerds and on three occesions with my own
clogse. On one occasion when beaten with my ovm clogs I was
_knocked unconsciouse

i Repeated requests were made to the Jzpanese authorities on
the ship to a2llow the men to go up on deck for fresh air and to
stretch their Zimbs but such requests were always met with an
unequivocal ("No! ./ No reason was ever given as to why the men
were not allowed up on deck.

6. Living conditions were indescribatle. The lice and bugs cause
great discomfort to thc men and thcre were no means of getting rid
of the vermin, When it rained the majority of the men could get
shelter from the rain but a considerable number could not. It was
a very wet trip and for the six weeks while we were going through
the tropics it rained practicelly daily. <hen the men got wet
there was no wey of drying their clothes.

' Senitary facilities consisted of 6 wooden crates slung over
ihe side of the ship. Six men could be accommodeted at a time

but as a big rercentage were suffering from diarrhoea or dysentery,
facilities were quire inadequate. The six crates were the only
facilities for the PW during the journey. To recach the latrines
the men would have to climb up out of the hold and get permission—

—
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from the Japenese guerd tzfore he could visit the latrines.,

Frc nently of course the men werc uneble to get out of the holds
%ime beczuse of dysentery or diszrrhoea and had to meke their

stools in the holds.

’

5058 The only form of weshing av:ileble to the men was a hose-down
from sea water about twice a2 week. About twice a week the Japanese
on the ship would pump sea-water up and the men wculd be passed
through a few at a time, about 20 at a time, and be hcsed down by
the Jzpenese in cherge for about 30 seconds. This group would

then move on and meke rcom for tlic next group., This was the only
washing facility ever made avellable to tine men,

Qe The food on this chip was, simply shocking end was the worst
of any of my experisnces as a W 1%c dietv consisted mainly of
rice and dried fish which had gone bad. A small quantity of green
vegetables werc mece available for a few days after calling at a
port., For the most part we were withcut vegetables., The men
rapidly developed beTi- ‘beri, peilagre and the usual results of
mel-nutrition, Their deily ration per men would be about 500
gremmes of rice. The daliy issue of fisn for ThHe 1000 PW was
epproximately 50 1bS, There was a daily allowance of a total of
approximetely 12 1bs of suger for all the Pu. lie used to save the
sugar supply for about 5 or 6 dzys when there wes sufficient to
give each men a2 spoonful each. Drinking water was made availeble
in limited quantities end there was never enough to satisfy the
thirst of the men.

10, Punishments, both illegal and excessive, were a daily
occurrence, Bearings were administered particularly by the
Jepanese guerds to the PW, sometimes without any reason and
sometimes for coming out of the holds without permission. One
of the mein causes of -beatingswas-failing to salute z Japanese
civilian guerd whether the PW was an officer, NCO or not, On
one occasion one officer Lieutensnt KUTEELFOED of = Queensland
Artillery Kegiment wes very badly beaten up and as a consequcnce
had to lie down for tiiree deys.

11, There was no LAP available for sick PW, The PW's doctor was
Cept. PALKER of Sydéney and he was allowed a small space on deck
where he could treat men. There was a little space on deck where
8 or 9 of the worst cases were allowed to sleep. The other sick
were forced to remain in the holds. liedicel suprlies were in
such small quantities as to be considered almost negligible.
Cept. PA KEE made repeated requests for more medical supplies

but wi thout any result. Practically all PW were sick throughout
the voyage. Arproximately 90 percent had recurrent melaria and the
majority for the grester part of the voyvage were suffering from
dysentery, beri-beri and pellagre, Every PW was suffering from
melnutrition. Abcut 3 or 4 of the PW died on the trip. Capt.
PALKEL estimated that if the voyage lasted another 2 weeks the
deaths would have been very numerqQus. Two of the men died of

- e
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cardiac bteri-beri snd one dicd of pellegra., One dled of cerebral
meleria, My opinion was thet we arrived in Jepan only Jjust in
time to avert a very heavy death roll,

"12. We errived et KOJI, Jevamn, in September, 1944, and when we

arrived the condition of the men was pitiful. Meny of them hed
to be carried ashore on stretchers and a lerge number cculd
hardly support themsclves. They were all scare-crows to look

at except for some 100 or 200 who werc swollen with beri-beri.
Arert from those who were suffering from beri-beri the men looked
like skeletons with skin over theme

SWOLN by the said John Lswrenze HANDS
at PEKTH in the State of Westera
Austrelia this 12th day of Seprember,
1946,

(Signed) J. L. EANDS

e )

Before me: (Signed) 2

A Commissioner for taking affidavits
in the Supreme Ccurt of Western Austrealia.
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% LA In the ratter of Jaranese Wer crimes and in,/ﬁggéééﬁ;%i
X 2% the metter cf the vo*;;c fr“n Singepcre to
\ R lMenile 4th July, to 2is cphe mbor s 1944,
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I, No, 153398 bctt /Jemes Ferbes LAWEENCE of the
Gerden Highlendersy wicth per EﬁtnF/homc adcéress a* Arngask 0ld

lManse, Glenfarg, Ferthshire, mcke cath and sayQ s follcws:~

1. I_was taken priscner ix Singeporg en the 15th
February, 1942, vhen the SritTich Iorae é:plLul&fgd tc the
Jerenese, Until Juie s 1942, I was in CThangl. Wi Wes Tthen moved
up to the Siam/Surme reilwgy tiil December, 1943, I was then
sent to Chungksi till the 6th Jue , _3Aa Then down tc Eavelock

Roed Cemp on Slngc“O”F Islend previcus to being embarked on the

27th June, 1944, on wocerd “the dofuku Mera.

2 The Jepenese crganised the enmbarketion and their
method was tc put one British Cfficer in cherge of 150 men. The
Senior British Officer was o Capt, GIESCN, There were 1300 men
cn board the ship 1100 Pritish and 200 Dutech. There were I3
officers, 10 cf thcse were British and mede up of 6 Line Officers
and 3 MOs and a2 Fadre. Of the 3 Dutch officers, 2 were Line
officers and one li0. ‘

; The Jepanese in cherge cf the FsW on the ship were
SJt Joteni and Sgt. NOEO. There were 2 interpreters, a 3rd.
class Kcrean Pie. called ARAI end e 1lst, cless Jspenese Pteo
called MATSUMNOTO., The JcpanObe cfficer in cherge «f the two

PW ships which were going to form pert of the ccnvay leeving
Singapcre was Lt. ENO, Ee, however, trevelled in the other ship.

4, The ship itself, the EHofuku Meru was a cargc ship
‘/<(of 7000 tons, It was Clyde built im 1902 and given toc the

Jepanese in l&;xa They reconditioned it and it had been in
service ever sinece, The cargc on this occasion consisted of
PsW and rubber. Each W had to carry abcard when he went & large

blt of 1 rghber. A11 The PsW were quartered in the 2 holds, one
forward end one aft. Officers, end men had exactly the same

qu“rters and we were divided between the two holds, about 650

in each, Wg lcft on the 4th July, 1944, in a convoy of altozethe

“bcut 12 ships.

D During the voyage the FsW were kept belcow decks
in the holds, but the hatches were left cpen and ¢t odd times
paerties of mcn were allowed on deck. Even so thls provision wes
cnly grented after meny requests to Sjt. JOTLNI, These grcups
of men when they were on deck were alweys the terget for JOTANI

end the cther merbers of the guard who considered it a sport to
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wade in emongst the PsW with bers of ircn and staves and anything
elsc they could zet u&&gﬁA,v Ty UStto Bcc e wp the FE
unrercifully. Conditicns gencraily in ithe hclds were ¢udeapr1be-
able., The Lv&rCfowdlng wes such thet the men could not e11 lie
dcwn at cnee and groups tock it in turns to huddle up in cne
corner-in crder to =s11ow some mea tc stretch ocut. When & rerty of
men was ellowed cn deck this essed the pressure belocw decks end

e few men were svie to gct sorme sleep. The lc:L,h cf the PsW
when they gct on bosrd wes pad since T@_y had c;1 done about

18 months on the uu”na'SLQm TEILJLZ_ They were thin, cneciated,
half- f-starved and rigddlicd with iz s such 28 dyaenue;yl muLaxla
ﬁndﬂhgri:hggl. ~“They were 23 c for v-stflng§4 and g few of
ther had still some tat¥eras sjorms, The atmosphere
irside these holds wss a%d g - The siilp was made cf iron
end was seiling in ths ircp *cgo he r;gl 1 ¢ srrangenments were
almcst nil. There werc no 1 trine facilities provided in the
holds and those whe were too JVvk to nove cr were half-perelysed
with beri-beri excreted where they lay. There were a gocd meny
in that condition and the remainder of the pecple had toc slecp
end live end eat in these holds, The Jepanese had pruvided
box-latrines which were rcped to the cutside of the ship, 3 fcr
the aft-hold and three fcr the forwerd cne, but cbviously only
those men strong cncugh to climb out of the holds ccould use these
latrines.

6. Lt the end of July the ship errivecd in Menila Bay.
We anchored % mile fron the Whar - s*de end steyed there for 6
weeks. During this time nobody we g¢lpwed__n_ohgfe, It wes cnly
¢ftcr deys of ag*tetion thet JOTLNI eventue ly permitted 50 cf
Sha the worst czses tc be teken eshore to the vr"son_ggﬁpital_ln
A

5 A

lienilg, Of these, I ho d Teter, thet 12 had dicd but so far as
I know the remeinder are 1¢L g;vve. The rest of us had to stay
in the Ecfuku keru. Cur re 1s consisted of watery rice twice a
day and any leayings from tne Jhncnesqﬁgall,l By this tire,
after the long voyage crnd Jdue to tne lack of LCOd end nedical
supplies men were beginning tc éle. In Menils Bey 2long 104
pecple died. The doctors and the Brivish officers on bcard were
constantly going at the Japanese to geit ther to 2)1low some nmedical
- supplies on board even if they refused tc zllow the PsW cff the
£76V{> ship. They refused noxeve;= However the Americen authcoritie

; ‘4 \ 1n the prison hospital in Memiia hezrd <f cur plicht snd got the

quanese to send cver to cur_;hw 3.ceses of Bl cepsules for

\ injecticn. JOTENTI tock these capsules end issueé then ic the

\ guards on board the ship. Each Jepanese had a box of 250 given

| ©o him. They they forced .wr medical cfficers to give them the
Rin;ebtibns. Exectly the same tnlng happrencd when some milki-
\v*tcwln tzblets were sent over to us The PsW got none of these
cr any other redicel bunplleu whateverc Not content with beating
us and stgrv1ng us JOTANI anc NOLO and the guards even broke up
funersl services which we *xied ¢ hold.. JOTLNI had given
rernissicn for us tc hcld these, but &s scon es they sterted
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he and the other Jepenese would che in with marlin-spikes end
enything they cculd lay their hands cn,

it Would be imucesaible To ch:,;crete the efiect
of JU5£NI end NCRO on the rbd on bocerd the ship. They and the
other guards ruled us by fear. Their savage beatings and
assaults on the men who had Struggied up on deck, their complete
0 aisregerd of 2ll thore sick and thelr general attitude and
A sadistic brutalifv Gowa.ds Us made 1ife on the Hofuku Maru an

JD(# absclute hell. Iu was a miracie to me thaet only 104 pecople died.

hat 18, The shi
: The same pecple were
cthers, We were in

signs on cur ship to ! hat i1 taine

appeared from the eir or from e ;Dung-fﬂ s just en ordinery
cargo-carrying vessel. We were now kept definitely below decks
end only so meny at a time were ELlOWOG out tc go to the latrines,

sailed iTom Laa;ia_gn_theﬁ_th Sertember.,

?i‘i“' ‘o‘ﬁ'%‘r}.u, tnas is 8jt. JOTANI end the
' 10 chips, escorted by two
' o dis ti@go*sn*ng_

I
ed PsW. It must have

9. _On 21 September et abcut 1030 we heard machine-
gun fire and plancs cverhead, Eve: rybody wes below decks at the
time. A few seconds leter gn aeriel tc*pe ¢ hit the ship forwerd
2 erl] followed by snother between the stern and the bridge and by a
third direct ly belcw the bridge, Then the Américan nlanes'Eégan
machine-gunning the vessel and there was conpiete Cﬁ“os““T
Japanese captein and Nisg C”ﬁw_mad@ an 1n;f:nr get-away oy jumping
overboard irmedistely. oSjt. J.TANI and Sjt. NORO end The guards
did likewise, leaving the FsW to drown, The ship brcke in two
end senk in 5 minutes, licre then half of the PsW were semi-
sterved ond half paralysed and had no chance. For the rest,
they were ell below decks znd there was no méthod of exit and
{’ 3 altogether nct far shert of 1000 Psw went down with the vessel.
o I succeeded by e miracle in finding myself in the sea clear of
ZL the sinking ship, I hung on to a broken-down bambou raft and was

% urﬁ in the weter till 6 tha t night befcre being picked up by a lugger.,

; ‘\ There were guitc a nuMbcr of othcr British FsW whe hed elso
AP | succeeded in escaping from the Ho*ufu Meru, Our only consclation-
while we werec in the water was watching the American R
sinking every ship in the convoy except one. iho survIvors,

| nunbering: 217 were taken back to Menila on the 22 September.,/

i0. I do not know whet happened to JUTANI and NOLO
but I consider them direcetly responsible for conditions cn beard
thet ship before she went down,

_ 8 (Eigﬁed% g. F. LAWHRENCE
SWOEN BY the cbove-named Jemes Forbes LAWHKENCE
at 6 Spring Gerdens in the City of Westrinister)
this 19th day of February, 1946.

BEFORE LE
(Signed) L. M. PELL MACDONALD, MNAJOR,
Legal Stai*?
Judge idvccete Generells Office,
LONDCN ,
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CiRTIFIED TRUE_COQPY of the originel affidavit.

1st. April, 1946.

(Signed) k. B. LEMB
BQ ALIE.0.ELA. t. Colcnel
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N THE LLWTTER OF THE VOY.GE FROM
SING.PORE TO &LIGON I FEBRULRY 1945,

I, No., 97113 /\Captain SuiOlL D»‘.".‘?é)formorly of 85 4Anti-Tank
Regiment, Royal ‘.rtilTﬂ‘fy, with permcnent home addrcss at Hesketh Hotel,
4BERGELE, North Walcs, malke oath and say as fcllows:-

R e L —
o S

1e I was taken prisoner 1:11 uDTGPOﬁuEvebvua ry- 15% 191424 I was
Held in CHLNGI Camp from then untileiiay 13li2. Lficr that I was sent

to RIVIR V.LLLY on SINGAPORE ISLLMD in a Werking Party building go-donse
after that I went up To the B.LMG.E’DA--' JOULMET railway linc in TH.ITND
where I stayed until October I94L. I w was then sent down to RIVER VALLEY
Camp again with 5 men. We were told that we were going to be sent

to JuF.Xe The RI"V"ER ViLLLEY Camp at this time was a trapsit camp for
pdrties of prisoner of war on their way to J..PulN, There were about
2000 men there when I arrived. We were split up into groups of 500,

cach group being administered scparately. There was a Jﬁpanese officer
in charge of czach of these groups. This officer was supposed to be
rcspon51ble for all our administration and "G" matiers. The Japanese

in charge of my group was Captain SUZUKI. SUZUXI scarcely interested
-himself in any of our troubles and made no effort to sec that we had
food or clothing. We stayed at RIVER V.LLEY Transit Camp until
February 1945,

—————

24 On Fcbruary 2nd, 1945 we cmbarked on a Uutch ship of about 1000 tonse

She was an old ship and a carzo carricer and i’ulq.,j;o_zg@d with tin. There
was scarccly any room on bo&ra for more than 500 men , vortheless the
Japanese crammed into her 2000 Eritish prisoners of wir. We were still
divided into our groups of 50C. I was ia caarge of one of then, Other
groups were commandcd by lajor W. T. GIli and ml, tain FINLAY-MUNGLLL, boath
of the 137 Field Regiment; Q. &, FINLLY-LUHGALD 's grow consisted of
approximately 1000 men. Thoic were also about ju) navives from JLVL
crowded in with us. Conditicns on board werec appaliing, the men were
packed so tightly together tras it was impessitle to move about anywhere
on the ship. You simply had to shay where you were and lie down as best
i you coulds The holds were jemmed absolutely tight and the etmosphere

. was absolutely suffocating.

(r)

L 3o My group was in the same hold as the natiwos. th. majority had

5 disentery and were so weak they comld not get 4o sbe Jalriucs even if

i they had been able to wove, with the result that vhe sn@ll and conditions
,ozi’él_@_stl\yuld our men h‘l@ to cook and cat their rice in these conditionse
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La Our food consisted only of rice and fish water. The Japanese officers
were catlng our Red Croas<ra$10ns but we were never given any ourselves. =
No pr provision was made for sick men and these men just lay wherever they could
and were attended by medical orderlies. They were r'J.Ven no extra food or

any of the Red Cross ratlonu. e

e We were always in danger of being attacked by submarines but no
arrangements were made for saving our lives if that happened. The Japanese
of ficers Lowever, saw to it that they would be saved ag they slept in the
life-boats, in fact on the 3rd day out the convoy of ships in which we were
vas attacked by submarine and two of the ships were sunk. As there were only

three ships in the convoy we considered we were very lucky in getting away

with our lives.

G The complaints were continually being made by myself to Capt. SUZUKI,
No personal interview was granted during the whole voyages. My complaints
had to be confined to Japanese other ranks getting no further,

Teo Despite these inhuman conditions no British prisoners of war lost his
life though the Javanese natives were dying at the rate of gix a day, the
corpses were just “thrown overboard by the Japanesv. This voyage lasted 5 days
during all that time nonc of the prisonsrs who were below decks were allowed on’
deck and despite my constant complaints nothing was done to alleviate their

suffering.

Bs I regard Capt. SUZUKI who was scnior Japanese officer on theboat as
being entirely responsible for these conditions. I would describe him as
being a typical Japanese his only outstanding peculiarities were that he was
bald and very fat. I do not know exactly what happened to SUZUKI but as far
as I know he was in SAIGON at the time of the capitulation.

SWORN by the above-namcd SAXON GEOFFRZY LAWES )
at 6, Spring Gardens, in the City of Westminister ) (Signead)
this fifth day of December 1945 ) 3. G. DAWES,

(Signed) #elis BELL MACDONALD,

I"J‘]or Lebal Staff,

Military Department, ,
Office of the Judge idvocate General,

Lundon,

I certify that this is a true eopy of the original affidavii.

&

/s/ i, Bell iacdonald. iajor. Legal Staf
Office of the Judge #dvocate General,
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AFTIDAVIT OF ERIC KENUETH SCOTT.

(.—.I, ERIC KEWETH SCOTT_with permanent home address at 62, Columba
Reed, Blaekkall, FAirvargi, foxmerly Idechcasni~colunel (R E.if.3.) with
personal number 93327 in His llajesty's Foreces, MAKE QATH AND SAY 4S
FOLLOWS § -

e On the 19th Cetober, 1942, Cols Cellslane M.Ce, 10/15 Punjab Regte,

Semior British Officer, F.0.V. Tanjong Priok, Batavia, was instructed
by the Japanese Cmmnandant, Tanjong Friok P.O,s Camp to draft 1,000 _
(90 Officers and 910 O.Rs. approx), for departure for an unknown

2.  Irmediate representations were made to the Japanese Authorities
that, with the prevalence of malaria, dysentery, beri-beri, dengue,
malnutrition, etc., in the camp, the majority were not in a fit state
to travel, The worst sick cases among those drafted were inspected by
the Senior British liedical Officer, Lt.Col. liaziec, R.4.lisCey and at a
later stage by a Japanese lledical Officer from B&t&iﬁ. Substitutions
were made where possible, but even so, when the draft assembled on the
21st Oct, there were many stretcher cases and some 10/20% of the
personnel collapsed on the march to the Docks.

3 At the Tanjonz Pridk Docks the party was joined by a draft of

300 RedeFe, under the command of Wing Commander Frowe, and 500 Rede
personnel under comsand of Lt.Col, Saunders R.4. This total of 1800
embarked on the thirty year old, 5,000 ton "Yoshida llaru" at 1600 hours
on the 21lst Octe and were crammed down the four hatchways. Wing Command-
er Frowe and Lt. Col, Saunders' parties were accommodated below the
forward hatches with some seventy Japanese persomnnel who had taken the
"'_b_gﬁr_"_if\thg accanmodation’ for themselves and the Tanjong Prick party
of 1000 were crowded topether so tightly aft that it was impossible to
'Tmn and those immediately under the hatchways, which were unprovid-
ed with tarpaulins, were soaked to the skin every time it rained during
the voyage., There were 16 deck latrines forvard and 8 aft, also 2 small
vater tanks forward and 2 aftb,

Ao The ship sailed the following morning and throughout the voyage
three meals of rice and fish soup were served daily, Under these
conditions there was an umuedlate increase in siclmess and an emergency
hospltal was formed on the upper decl under the shelter of a leaky
tarpaulln. - No blankets were provided, nor were any medical supplies
of any description,

Se The "Yoshida laru® arrived at Singapore at 13.00 hours on the
25th Octe and the TOTIGWING morning all personnel were ordered ashore
for a hosedown on the dockside under the supervision of Japanese ‘guards,

411 personnel were then marched to the ro&éﬁlﬂw&w:z_mnhm&
o take gl_osm »heir trcuw.serted in each man's anus
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in full public Yi‘??’: All were then returned to the "Yoshida Maru®,

be On the 28th Octs Wing Commander Frowe was instructed to draft
200 of his men to join LE.Cols Seunders' party of 500 and transfer to
another ship, Fourteen of the more seriously sick from Tenjong Priok
Camp were then transferred to Singapore Hospital,

Te On the 29th Cct. at 0400 hours the remaining 1086 disembarked
and were disinfested. During the day a further 19 went sick and were
gent to shore hospital and 14 replacements were received fram Changi
P,0.e Camp, making a total of 1081,

8. The/%)ﬁl.__embgrked on the S.S. "Singapore liaru", 5,200 tons,
built in"190l4, at 1900 hours on the 29th Cet, the"rficers. 96 in

number, being in this instance, segregated in the aft hold for the
better maintenance of discipline. The general arrangements were
similar to those on the "Yoshida llarn", Forward were accommodated
Japanese troops, who spread themselves at the expense of the prisoners
and forvard were 16 deck latrines (8 for prisoners), and four small
water tanks, (two for prisoners)s 4ft were 8 deck latrines, two water
tanks and the galley. Three meals of rice and fish soup were
provided daily and hot water for drinking three or four times per day.
There were two small lifeboats, four rafts and no life-belts for
P.0,il8,

e The "Singapore liaru® sailed for Japan at 10,00 hours on_the
30th Oct. end by thz ~nd Iovember sjckness had increased to such an
“extent That the establishment of a hospital on the aft hatch cover
became necessary. The raovired azcommodation was grudgingly given,

as was the following medlicine;= 20 Camphor Injections, 1 small box of
Charcoal Tabliets, 1 lb, ling. oulph ate and a few aspirin and quinine
tablets, Two men d:.ed‘ aluost as soon as the "hospltal' was establish-
ed,

10s On the 3rd November the "Singapore laru® hove to off Cap St,
Jacques, vhere, as Senior Officer, I mede the strongest possible
representatiors to the apancse Commanding Officer, lLieut. lioriyama,
regarding the state of aflairs on board and demanded the immediate
removal of all gick to Saipon and the sending of a radio report to
Batavia to prevert the further shimment of P.0O.lise under such intoler-
able conditiorss The samr afiernoon the ship sailed without any
action being taken to improve conditiong al,oad,

11, ©Sickaess was nov increasing at such a rate and the weather
deteriorating to such an exteni that the accommodation under the af't
hatch had tc Le clzared of ircops and the sick transferred to the
space vacated, No amenities of any sort such as mats, matresses,
blankets, etce., were provided and the sick lay on the bare steel deck.
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With difficulty some wooden buckets were secured for use as hospital
latrines. A small quantity of newsprint was provided as toilet paper,
but was soon exhausted and, as there was only sufficient water to permit
of washing the hands once a day, personal hygiene was impossible and
disease spread rapidly in consequence.

12, Deaths continued up to the arrival of the "Singapore liaru®" at

Takow, Formosa, on the 13th November, where 8 bodies were sent ashore

or cremation. the harbour authorities refusmg to germit them to be
“at sea. 4 Iist of 100 seriously sick was ccmp:.led and _a request

for their immediate removal “to a shore hospltai was submtted./but
twéﬁ’cy one only were put ashore. R

13: At Takow I was informed that accommodation was to be found for a
further 400 Japanese troops and, in spite of all protests, the upper
decks in all holds were cleared and the thousand odd P.Q,ils crammed
down in the bottom of the holds and on the “sand ballast in the space

below the Lholds, The "hospital® ‘was ‘also transferred to the bottom of

the aft hold. All Japanese troops were provided with clean mats to
slsep on. P.O.lise slept on the steel decks or the sand ballaste

14 On the 15th the "Sinbapvre Maru® left Takow an‘d the same day
andivcored off tlie TFemzador~s. wnsre shoe Panained vitil the 181' A
further seven were buwdied av Sea the same evenings ‘a,mp e LSRR
tablets were then issued to Dr., Liddell, the ReAoFo doctor on boerd, by
/ the Japanese Authoritiese. S fymeagepp 0 /- o B O - SR
15 Rcoceedm,_, Northwards the weather worsened and the c¢old increased
Yo the great discomfort of those, the majority, who were in possession
of tropical clothing only, ‘and no blankets. The deck latrines, damaged
by heavy seas, lea'red badly and 'sprayed infected excreta over the decks,
while below decks, the hospital, being unable to cope with any mere
sick, sub-hosritals were established in each hold. Latrine buckets
were set up -in-'the holds tut some were so weak by this time as' to be
unable to use them and defaecated in their mess lines or where they lay.

164 By the time the ship anchored off Moji on the 24th of November
approximately 700 were suffering from some sort of sickness or other,
On the 25th Nov. the ship went alonzside and the Japanese troops diseme
barkeds This left the storeS unguarded and the same night they were
raided by British personnel. An“enquiry was instituted by the Japanese

I\H'I"’éary ‘Police on discovery of the theft on the following days but the
urgent necessity to disembark’ ‘appeared to cut these proceedings sho:EF‘

(‘tnan was expected, “4s Senier British Officer ‘on board I was held

responsible and-threatened vith shooting, while _gevwaim
|referred to as "unc:.v:.hsed beasts! by the Znglish speeking Japeanese
\O0fficer fran Fukuoka, who was in charge of the disembarkation. ‘4

/hyg,lene squad came aboard and sealed all latr:.nes and inserted a glass

W nt] ,_r, P, ey M—ﬂo -

A
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rod in the anus of each P.0.W. (a test for dysentery we were told),
Tbut did nothing for the 280 seriously sick vwho were left on the ship
after thirty of the hospital sick had been taken ashore for treatment
in lioji, and the remaining 677 mobile P.0..s. disembarked for the
splitting up invo groups for transport by open barge to Coal I.ﬁnes
1Ir’fﬁe v;cmlt,,r s

17. Of the fate of the 280 who were left on board in the care of
three Dutch doctors and six Medical Orderlies I am unable to give
precise information, but have reason to believe that the majority
succumbed within a few days. Further information in this connection
should be available from Dre. Liddell of the R.A.F. who was himself
evacuated to lioji hospital at that times

18, The 677 mobile F,0.\s, after standing on the dock, in sub-zero
temperatures, dressed in tropical kit, for several hours and without
f£cod were eventually split into one group of 170 and three groups of
169 eachs I was in charge of the group of 170 and proceeded to Fuluok
Noe 7 Camp, Ube, where a further 17 died from the effects of the
voyage. 4ll suffersd from scurvy for several weeks,

bmngr_zo

677 Lisembarked, Ioji
63 Buried at sea,
1l Comitted suicides
21 Removed to Hospital, Formosae
30 o . lloji
289 Too ill to be removed from "Singapore laruf,

1081 (includes 3 Duatelh doctors and 6 Ix.r.T..Os.)J
b e

SVORN BY +:e said ZRIC KEMNETH SCOIT )
At 6 Spring Gardens in the City of g Sgie 2K S0OPT
Westminster this 19th day of Januery g
1946 )>

Before me,

RATICRIEEDAN, Captain
Legal Staff.
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lidlitary Department,
Office of the Judze Advocate General,
LO;IDOH, S:d’olu

I certify that this is a true copy of the original affidavit.
GZECRCGE Fo GEITY III

1sts Lte Infantry, Ae«UesSe
Legal Secticn GHQy SCAF.

o
o
-
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MD/JAG/FS/JT/18
ZB/JW
IN THE MATTER OF THE ILL-TREATMENT OF
PRISOYERS OF WAR COMMITTED IN THE "DAI NICHI
MARU™ WHICH SAILED FROM SINGAPORE TO MOJI, JAPAW
28 OCTOBER TC 27 NOVEMBEP 1942.

e

AFFIDAVIT

I, Yo, 364908 Warrant Officer Harold Alfred PRITCHARD, R.A.F.,
a Warrant Officer in the Regulawr Toreces of the P.A.F., with permanent
home address at 55, Coronation Recza, Aldershot, Hants, MAKE OATH and
say as follows:-

1. I was taken prisoner of war by the Japanese at GAROET, Java on 20
March 1942, I was despatched with a draft of prisoners of war from

Batavia on 23 October 1942 and was trans-shipped on 28 October 1942 at
Singapore to the DAI NICHI MARU, a Japanese vessel of some 3,400 tons,
which was built in the MITSUNOSEO ship yard, INNOSHIMA IsIand in 19186,

2. There were about 1,500 British prisoners of war aboard and the total
complement, Japanese and British, was about 4,000 men in my estimation,
These British prisoners of war were accommodated in four holds., I myself,
was in the bottom of Fo. 2 Hold which contained 286 men, mostly R.A.F,
personnel and some R.A. I personally measured this hold and the
measurements were 60 ft, wide by 40 ft. long. In the hold was stored a
large mound of wet iron ore clay and we had to arrange ourselves around
this sloping mound., No man was able to lie fully stretched out nor

could we lie flat down.

3. The voyage lasted for some 4 weeks ancd sickness prevailed after the
first weeck's sailing. We were provided with a very small quantity of wet
rice and dehydrated potato chips, dipped in hot water, twice daily at
1000 hrs and 1430 hrs - a ration which was totally inadequate. We each
received only 1/3 pint eof drinking water per day. There were no washing
facilities of any kind. When we embarked we were clothed in shirts and
shorts only. We had no change of clothing and no other clething was
issued aboard the vessel, The only provision for ventilation was the
opening of the hatches on top of the hold during fair weather. On many
occasions the hatches were closed for as long as two days at a time and
during the last week the hatch was closed. There was no lighting arrange-
ment in the hold and whep the hatches were closed the hold was eompletely
blacked out. The held was also infested with rats. No exercise was
permitted on deck, The latrine arrangements consisted of two boxes on
deck for Holds Nos. 1 and 2, which were reached by a vertical ladder

up the side of the hold. These latrine arrangements were totally

inadequate for the number of men in these two holds. When men became

too sick or weak to climb tne vertical ladder they defaecated amongst the
wet ore in the hold. Practically every man suffered from some form of
enteritis or dysentery. Some 10 men died in No, 2 Hold and I was
personally present at the burial of six of these at sea. Other men died in
the other 3 holds, but I do not know how many. There was one Army medical

officer aboard but{ he had practically no medicines or equipment. No
08 Japanese
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Japanese medical assistence was provided. There appeared to be no medical
equipment aboard as Japanese soldiers themselves approached the British
medical officer for treatment, During the last week of the voyage some
prisoners of war from No. 2 Hold who were suffering from continuous
diahorrea and dysentery were kept on the hatch of No. 2 Hold but these

men suffered severely from exposure to cold as we neared Japan.

4, The vessel proceeded via Port Jaques, Saigon, to Formosa and from
there to MOJI, Japan, arriving about 27 November 1942. On arrival some
40 men from Fo. 2 Hold were left in the hold when we disembarked as they
were too weak to move, I do not know what happened to these after I left.

5. Many men died within a month of disembarkation as a direct result
of the atrocious conditions and suffering sboard this vessel. No medical

/ treatment was available on disembarkation at MOJI — nor for some two

/ months later, Deaths then ceased i.e. aftcr we received medical
treatment and care. The 1,500 prisoners of war aboard had all been
selected as fit to travel when we embarked at Java and we were all fit when
trans-shipped at SINGAPORE.

R

6. 1 do not know the names of eny of the Japanese responsible for the
embarkation or of any Japanese on board the vessel.

SWORK by the above named Harold Alfred )

Pritchard, at 6, Spring Gardens, in the ) (Signed) H. A. Pritchard.
city of Westminster, this eleventh ;
day of January, 1946.

BEFORE ME

(signed) Rathoreedan,
Captein Legel Staff,
Mil, Dept. Office of the Judge Advocate General

I certify that this is a true copy the original affidavit

[s] E. Beata, Capt.
Office of the Judge Advocate
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CERTIFICATE

The undersigned Charles JONGETEEL, first Lieuterant R.¥.I,A.,, head of

the War Crimes Section of NETHERLANDS FORCES INTELLIGENCE SEBVLQL_QEEFIS)
being first duly sworn on oath deposes and states that the annexed

repvort is an English translation of the original Dutch document, entitled:
Report of Examination of Witness drawm up by J. G. Benders,

Captain T7.5.,D, K.,N,I.L., on the 2lst day of Februvary 1946

containing a ‘sworn statement of A, van Blommenstein, Home-
guard Sergeant 78605. No. 1207/R

vhich cocument is a part of the official records of the FHefis.
Signature:

Batavia 7th June 1946,

)
/s/{ Ch. Jongeneel )
( SEAL )

Subscribed and sworn to before me, K.A., de Weerd, First Lieutenant

R.N,I A., Higher official attached to the Office of the Attorney -
General N.E.I.

/e] K. 4, de Weerd

\\

—~
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A WR T DAY FAD

BEPORT OF EXAMINATION OF WITNESSES

SUMMARY O EXAMINATION OF:

NAME : "A, van BLOMMESTEIN"

BORK : SITOZARDJO, Januvary 3lst 1905,
RANK ¢ Homeguard Sergeant.

WUMBER ¢ 78605

Detail ¢ Local Engineers

CIVIL PROFESSION ¢ Planter

Present Residence ¢ CHATGI-jail SINGAPORE

Future Address : Unknown, in HOLLAND

Witness is informed of the subject of the interrogation. Witness, duly
sworn, ansvers the cuestions asked him, as follows.

1. Were you made a POW or interned in a civil internment camp? Made a POW.
2. 3By whom were you made a POW or interned? By the Japanese authoritie
3. When and where was this done? BAYDOEYG, April 26th 1942.

4, In which POW camps or internment camps were you, how long were you
there; mention the periods. April 16th, 1942 -~ about June 1942
15th Battn, BAIDOENG June 1942 - early in October 1942 4/9 Battn.
TJIMAHI., ZEarly October 1942 - end October 1942 GLODOK, BATAVIA,
End October 1942 - transported to RAJGOON by "TOKAMA MARU", Imprisoned

till first days of December 1942, transported to MOULMEIN, in jail

till mid December 1942, Transoorfed to work-camp RETPU (Camp 30)

from December 1942 till early March 1943 in RETPU early March 1943 -
June 1943 hospital camp TAMMIC-BAJA from June 1943 camp 18 about 10
days, then back to RETPU (Camp 30) till August 1943, then Camp 108
till December 1943, then CAMBURY till November 1944, then
transferred to TAMARKAN $ill Januwary 1945, then HAJEI-TUSG t$ill
mid-March 1945, then TOENSONG until surrender,

5. Can you give information about atrocities inflicted on yourself
or did you witness atrocities being inflicted on others?
On board the "PAKAMA MARUM,
Countless people were crammed in the holds, I cannot state the
exact number; each of us had 3/4 m2 space for himself and his
lugzage. This transnort toolr about 25 days (we were in the roads
of SINGAPORE for three days without being permitted to leave the
ship). At PENANG 3 or 4 boys tried to escave, the 2 last escapees
were cavght; one of them was called "PRONK?(probably a ¥avel man),
other names I do not remember. They were almost beaten to death on
deck by the Japancse guard. I was in the hold, so I could not
witness the scene. Everybody was awaikened, We heard the hits and
lcicks, the screams and groans of the victims., It was horrible,
In the morning I saw two of them; they looked a perfect sight:

tueir
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heir eyes and lips could not be distinguished. They were tied on
deck and were kept in this position for about one week (some food wes
supplied to them and they were permitted to go to the toilete; to stand
or welk was next to impossible to them). "PRONK" died as the result of
the maltreatmente in jail at RANGOON: the other survived. The transport
was terrible. A heavy dysentery broke out, as a result of the bad
treatment. We hardly got any medicine.c The excreta of the sick who
were lying on the hatches, seeped down to where we sat eatinz., Nearly
every day a cerpse was buried at sea. The Dutch doctors did their
utmost but were powerless because they had no medicines etc. One of the
i~ doctors was, if I am not mistaken, Dr, "REELINXK-KAMP".
ji. How was the name or nickname of the person who inflicted the
atrocities mentioned by you and cen you give his description?

7 Do you know other witnesses of these atrocities?

8, Can you give further particulars of importance to the investigation?

Sworn before me: "J.G., BENDERS", Captain F.S.D. K.N.I.L.,
¥ THIS TWENTYFIRST DAY OF FEBRUARY
VINETEEN HUNDRED AND FORTYSIX.

Detailed to examine the above by the Commander—in-Chief, Allied Land
Forces, South East Asia. 3

Translated by Section V. 6/5 '46
/s/ ATL (5)

NETHERLAWNDS EAST IIFDIES
ITY OF BATAVIA,

MARIA, P, E. KERSTENS being first duly sworn on oath deposes and statee
that she is an interpreter duly assigned to NETHERLANDS FORCES INTELLI-
GENCE SERVICE and that she duly trenslated the annexed document,
entitled:

Report drawn up by <. G. Benders, Captain T7.S,D. R.H,I.A,

on the 2lst day of February 1946, containing a sworn state-
ment of A, van Blommestein, Homeguard Sergeant 78605, born

at Sitoeardjo on January 3lst., 1905,

from the original Dutch into the English language, and that the anuexed
English version is a full, true, complete and accurate translation
of the original.
Signature
/s/ M.P.E, Kerstens
Subscribed and sworn to before me this day of June 7th, 1946.

K. A. de WEERD, first Lisutenant R.V.I.A., Higher official attached
to the office of the Attorney - General W.E.I. /s/ X. A, de Weerd
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I, JOEN ROSS BENGE of 85 Nuttingham Street, Karori, Wellington,
do solemnly and aincerely declare

THAT I was born in New Zealand on the 8th January 1921, and I \\j) !
sorved in the Armed Forces of the Crown first as a member of the el
R.N.Z.A.F., and later as a merber of the Fleet Air Arm with the ranﬁ::::;NM‘
of Lieuténant SA) until I was capiured by the Japanese. o ~—

THAT on the 9tn March 1944 while serving as a Lieutenant in the
Fleet Air Arm I was a Pessenger on the merchant vessel M.V. "BEHAR"
en route from New Zoalard itc Ceylisa and was captured by a Japanese
cruiser, which sonk the "Zehar® with shell fire.

THAT with the other cespitvrsl viiscuners, I was taken tc Babavia
and imprisoned in the ﬁ;v . Bervaoks there, where 35 of us wers con-
fined in a brick room witn a tiled floor for a week. We were not sup-
plied with any bediing duz*ng this wesk and apart from the fact thab
there was a Japanese guerd ab the Jdoor and that focd-of-sorts was
brought to us, no one tcox any novice ci ns. The fcod consisted of
"left~overs" of rice frem the tables of our Japanese capiors, and some
kind of slops. All of us were suffering from disrrhoea, and as there
was only one lavatory and nc washing ccuveniences, we soon got into a
filthy condition as we were kept locked up Jduring the night. The Naval
Barracks in which we were imwrisoned fer this week was feormerly known
as the "K.L.M. Hotel" so I was informed.

THAT at the end of a week we were interrogated by an English _
speaking Japanese Naval cfficer. We were actually divided up into
perties of six and taken to a private house fer questioning by these
English speaking Naval ofiicers, They asked us all sorts of ques fiSns,
but treated us well, made sll sorts of premises to us and supplied us
with c1b%*0tfﬂs$ I have no cemplaing to make regardlnr the treatment
I received frofi them. We were kezt at a private bouse for gpproxi-
mately six wecks while this quastiosaning was going on, and the Japanese
Naval Intelligence oificer who interrozated me was named "TAKI",

THAT after six weeks of thlg relwtivelv comfortable treatment we
were taken back Yo the Navel Barracks where we wers photographed and
told that we were being taken to Jepan for rwfa*r*a*ﬂo“. We were then
taken by train to SURABEYU 4in charge of Taki who was friendly and
Yreated us well,

THAT at Surabsru we were imprisoned three in a cell in the old
Dutch Naval Base and kept there for a month. We were not allowed oub-
side the cell and had no exercise Qurire that month apart from pacing
up and down the cell which measures spproximately 8 fi. by 5 ft. We
were again questioned thare and told that we had tcld lies %o our cap-
tors in Batavia, This was, in fact, true as we did tell lies o our
captors there.

—
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THAT we were then blindfolded and hsndcuffed and taken and
rlaced aboard a iroopshkip -~ a former cargo ship - and taken to
Japan. This voyage lasted for i7 or 18 days and five other prisoners
and myself were takea on this ship.

THAT the names and addresses of my fellew prisoners were!-

Lieutenant Sarmel Parker (Navy) Hew Zealand

LIieutenant James Godwin (Navy) Few Zealand

Captain Maurice Svmura 85 BLGLHVJOi Drlv,, Jordan Hill, Glasgow

Captain Percy Green (Marohant Xavy) {/-Futterfield =nd Swyre,
Hong Ecng.

Chief Wireless Operasor Arihar ¥Wollter :

THAT during thic %rip fo d25an we were leph handcuffed to the
wall of tha cabin excent when we were roleaszed ;g;wgggw,otggp_gqjg_of
ill.trﬁafmcnb We wore confinel 1yo ia a cabin, bot we were continu-
ally changed so that dwiring the vovage I had as 2o cabin mate each of
the gbove named men ot one time or another durln: the voyage. The
Disciplinary Officer in charge of us was a "twe sbar“ Fetty Officer,
and I think hig numher was 38283, Hewas a typrical Jep in gpearance
and I do not know his name. ¥Fcor no reszcn ab sll he Xept Captain.
Symons and myself staudinz on tiptos, ° tlvi by our thumbs to the roof
of the eabin for a period of ¢1ve hevrs without a break, and during a
rough sea, I was £.80 fcrced 0 G0 "on hands and feet up and down
cxerciges" with mr hends hendcuffed ciose together. We were all
forced to dc thias ezercise snd 17 anyone could not keep going or al-
lowed his body to touch the gicund he was kicked by the Digciplinary
Officer abovementicned. Arclbher form of ill-treatment on this ship
was that we were forcel to kaeel cn a lattice t@n_~g_ geat for periods
up to three quarters of an hour af a time with our faces towards the
wall without moving. Ths guavds behind us would beat our tare feet
with a length of rope and give us cuffs on the 2:ide of the head, the
idea be2ing to get us to move or fzll off the seat on to the floor
where we would be kicksd. I caxnct identify the guzrds who were res-—

L*.ponsible for meting ou’ this treatment to us.

J

¢ THAT on arrival in Japan we were taken by train to OFUNA CAMP.

This camp is nov a listed or rogi stored Prisoner-of-war Camp but a
‘sort of interrcgaticn camp, 1% was in the Tokio area and there were
gpproxinately about €0 pr 1sone;s there =t cne time w1th drafts coming
and going to other Z.C.W. Camps. The V=d1cal OlflCur in Ofuna Camp
was a vicious ard sadistic tyne. We Imew hin as "Congo Joe". He
belonged to The Tckio arca, and he was an unususlly tall and powerful
man physically for a Japaacec. He was about 5'11" in height with a
powerful physique, pale complexion, and a rquare head. He'was notor-
ious for the maznner he used in beaibing and baahlngprLsonn“s = using =
sticks or his fists 5ne of the n - Anx

risoners in O*una was an American
Lieutenant named W1¢]¢wm Earris, whose fenne r W¢s Maﬂo;—ucnuxal in.
chareze of U‘S Marine Aviaiion

vy §59dying “the Japanese characters

bd<:'d
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(alphabet) on our identification tags Harris was able to transléabe
the Japanese langusge into Enzglish and ovestually was able 0 Lrows.

(late news from the <aazcse Bowe-vopers. WHile he was svu GULAE ONe
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of the other prisoners kept guarl and on one occasion Lieubtenant
Commander Boullard of the U. S. Navy was keeping guard. "Congo Joe"
sneaked up and saw Harris through the window. The alarm was sounded
ané all prisoners were "fallen in" on the parade ground. ZEarris and
Eoullard were pzraded in front and beaten by "Congo Joe" with a bamboo
crutch. Haryis was bezten about the head and back and buttocks for
about 45 minutes. He Tecame unconscious before the end of the beating
but on the instructions of Congo Jue he was held up by other Japanese
guards. Boullard was alsc Deaten lut as his "crime" was'mot so serious
he did not get such a bad beating as Harris. I also got two severe
beatings from "Congo Joe'. 4% one $ime I hod to clean out the J apanese
guard room and as ihe P”L?CA(”S were desperate for « c*garettes % used\
to collect the c1va*cttt bitts left b" the Jgpanese guards and take
them back for the use of the pricirers I was caught taking these
cigarette butts so I was duly taksa cut before the parade with the full
kmowledge of the Camp Commanéant and beaten ty Congo Joe. Ee used a
baseball bat -~ one that had teen made by an American prisoner - and
Dbeat me for about 15 cr 20 minutes on each occasion with this, I did
not sustain any vermanent injury from thﬁae Teatings, but they were
very painful at the time as the skin was broken and thefiesh badly
bruised. These beatings were daily ocrurrgg@gshy_&hg_ggggggJgtﬁgiqgg
Camp_and there were always cuffs on the side of the head and lesger
beatings with the butt of a rifie or a bayonet scsbbard for some imag-
irary breach of camp discipline. For example one had to ask in Japan-
ese when one desired to visit the latrine. If the guard thought the
prisoner vas not sufficiently servile, the orisoner would receive a Blow
from a rifle butt or a blow of the guard's fist on the side of the head,
or such like. Lhere were about 10 guards in Ofuna Camp and all of them
took turns at bathng and. beat;ng the prisoners. Incidentally, "Congo
Joe" was medical "Officer" in the Camp. He pareded with a tray of

coloured ointments in _Jars and used one piece of rag for ’gygrytbing.
& man being treated for a eote Lhroabt had the same rag used on his
throat as the man who was treated for baa'crrdo ds. LIl the beatings
and thrashings which were ususzily<inflicted on-the back and buttocks
of the victims were givea with the full knowledge and connivance of
the Camp Commandant. I do not kmow the Commaniant!s name but he was a
Warrant Cfficer and his photograpn appears in the "Free Lance" of the
3/10/45 at page 28.

THAT I remained in Ofuna Carp uniil Sentember 1944 and was then
taken to CMORI CAli¥ - the Headguarters Camp in the Tokio Area. The
Camp Disciplinarian st this Camd was Sergeant WATANABAE. He was a well
educated Japanese, and he informed vs that he had i been taucated ab
Tokio University; thap nis mother owned one of the few copper mines
in Japan; and that he had been a newshaper reporter. Watanabae used
to talk to us and treat us well some days, and on other daye he got
into a bad humour and bashed and caffed everyone within reach. Some
days he would rave with {empsr and swear that he was going to decapitate
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someone., He gorted out former officers among the prisoners for
specizl ill-treatment. I saw kim parade all the officers in the
parade ground and then start at the left of the narade and go right
through cuffing and punching everyone on the parade. Sometimes he
used a stick; sometime he used his fists; and on some occasions he

lused his sword scabbard. I have been beaten by him on these parades.
J On: one occasicn he broke some bones in his right hand while beating

the p;lsoners and had it set by another prisoner Major Rlchardson o% -
the United States Medical Corpe - and he punched and cuffed Major
Richardson with his scund hand while the injured one was deing set
Wafanabae was a sadistic type znd scemsd to get pleasure out of beat-
ings On one occasion he issued an instruction that no one was allowed
to smoke in the camp. This iustrucsion did not metter so much when
there were no cigarettes, ba% we rezcived some Red Cross parcels with
01garettes in them, and we cmoker ia defiance of the ban. Ensign Mead
of the U. S, Aviation Curps - home address 2545 Monuerey Avenue, San

Marino, California, was caughi amuking and beat insensible by Watanabae

—

| in front of the pax ad, Tywo othor Amer:cans whom I saw being beaten

\ by Watanabae were Chzrles P. Samson, 2545 Arnold Way, Ccrvallis, Ore-

gon, and Harold Van Warner, 7. Gresn Street, Battle Creek, Michigan,

{U S.A.

THAT at one stage a number of the prisoners were employed in the
leather shop mgking water bettle covers for the Japanese army. We
were given a quota to fulfil daily, but we seldom fulfilled our quota.
For this we were beaten on parade. I was beaten on a number of -
occasions for not fulfilling my gquota - with Stluks, sword scabbards,
once by a chair, and with Watanabee's fistsg. 'In March 1944 the air_
raids by the Allies started, and Watanabae consistently cuffed and beat

us durlng air-raids. We organised our own A.R.P. system among the

prisoners, but Watanabae assumed comrand of us and issued orders with

the customary blows, cuffs and kicks. On. one occasion during a raid
Watanebae was on leave and the Camp Commandant instructed us to remain

in bed. Watanabae came back unexvectedly and ordered us out to our
A.R.P, gtations. There was a lov of commotion and noise during the raid
and we were nearly shot ©y the armed guards who thought that we had
rioted. They thought that we were in our quarters and did not know that
Watansbae had forced us out. The Camp Commandant countermanded Watanabae®
orders and sent us all back to bed. The date was the 12th December 1944,
The next day Watanabae vented his ill-humour on everyone within reach

and practically everyone in camp sustained a black eye from Watanabae.
Watansbae was such a tyrant and bully that the lives of all the prisoners
were controlled by his whims, BEveryone was suffering from nerves and
everyone was in a panic when he approached - even the other Ja.panese
vuards. The C@mD Corrandant was weak - he cculd have stopped Watanabae{i

Prlsonnr—of Wér Area ngt alco hgve known all about Watanabae's behav1or,

.because he had an office in our camp. One of the Japarese guarcs was

j nened "KANO". He was gcod to us, and frequently warned us when Watanab;e
- was around and in a bullying mood. Where we were guilty of minor

1
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breaches of camp discipline KANO avrenged for us to be brought in front
of the Camp Commandant irstead of Wetansbae so that our punishment was
not accomvanied Yy thrashirzs and Deatings. TVKano'used togo tosuch—
lengths on cur bpnaI‘ that ke hinsa¥f suffersd beztings at the hands of
Watanabae. 'On the 2Zrd December 1944 /Watanabae was transferred from
OMORI together with ths Camp Commandant and we had o comparatively good
time in OMORI after their departura. The new Camp Commandant was
Sergggnt Major Ogeri and I had a Teasonably easy time there until Harch
1945 when I wae transferrsd to a branch camp at NAOETSU., The Camp
Commandant at this new cax@ was ths old commandant from OMORI and his
assistant was Watanatae. There were ncarLy 200 Auvstraliang in this
camp and conditionas were, if an anyvhing, worse than in OMORI, insofar as
beatings were concerned. Walenanazs Lewu runched, cuffed and kicked

= ’
everyone within reach and his precance mede life a hell for the prisoners

4"\Page S

THAT we were housel in au 5.4 waralcuse building which had had a
dividing filcor pabt in. Ihe accormndeticn for the 200 prisoners there
was definitely overcrawded, Yt ccnditions became worse on 3 June 1945
when snother 4C0 American priecners frcm a bombed out camp ab Osaka
were broncmt in. GCornd:itions becure filthy as there were only 15 latrines
for nearly 700 men - the lavatcries were trowghs in the ground floor of
the building, ani the stench was indescribable. There were no washing
_[471"" facilities and clothing and bodies were infested with lice and fleas.
Qkffk‘.§\ | Prior to the arxlva* of tna Amerlcans from Ofina we were employed un-

threat of Wétanabue s f;sts, stick, swo rd_ﬁgabbgré or feet. We were
| constantly cuffed and bullied by him, or were receiving blows from

sticks or rifle butis, or teing kicked. I was f“equcntly cuffed and

kicked during the unicading of this coal ship. I%t was dangerous to

fall down while being dashed or cuffed, becauss if one fell to the

ground Watanabze would use his boots and he was not particular where he

kicked a prisoner -~ on the face, ribs, groin, or anywhere. After un—~

'loadlng the coal sh:n I was sent with a working variy to a 3 acre
vegetable camp about 10 kilometres from the camp whore we worked from
approximately 7.30 a.m. %o 6.30 p.m. or 7.p.m. daily.

THAT in June 1948 Wztanabae left this camp and a Japanese soldier
, named "KONO" was interpreter. He was a "3 badge private" and he cuffed,
\ kicked, and beat the priscners the same as Watanabae had done. Ee was
| about 5' in height, siight btuild with very thin face and suhken cheeks,
aoout 24 years of age and he wore glasses. I cannot definitely now
nane anyone who was beaten by KONO but I received cuffs Qnd blows from
him,

THAT I remainred in this cemp until 15%th August 1945 and left left Japan
on the 5th September 1945 on the Dutch Hospital Ship "IJITJALENGKA"
axrlvin— at Auckland oa the Zrd Cctober 1945. At the time of my capture

fl was approximately TJP gtons in weight and when I was released my
we1vnt wae aporoximately 7 stcne.

i
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A¥D I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the
gsane to be Yrue, and by virtue of the Justices of the Peace Act 1927.

(Signed) JOHW R. BEIGE
1%.{A) R.N.Z.K.V.R.

Declared at Wellington this eleventh day of April 1946 before me

(Signed) A. MUGGERIDGE
Justice of tkhe Peace

Certified true copy of original
I.H. EVANS
Flight Lieutenant Royal New Zealand Air Force
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In the Internstionei Military )
Tribunel for the Far East )
f

merizca and others

EXF.IDLEVIT

I, NESTA G.YNETL JAVES of 115 Austraslian Gencral Hospital,
Heidelberg, in the State of Victoria, Ceptzin in the Austrelian
Army Nursing Scrvice mekc ocath and say:-

s I was talen prisoner at liuntok, Benke Island on 15th Februer:;
1942, Subsequently I was sent to Palembang, Sumatra,

2, In October, 1944, together with a party of women prisoners _
of war and intcrnees, I embarked on & srcll bost at 8 o'-lock at
right. The space was so cramped that we could not move our legs.
There were no sanitary arrsngerents on the boat, We remained at
the wharf thet night and left early the next morning for Banks
Islend arriving 2t about 5 O'clock in the evening.,

3 In April, 1945, I wes one of a perty of women prisoners of
wer and internees who were shirped from luntok to Pzlembeng in a
small ship. We had meny stretcher ceses and had to carry them
together with our luggage down the long pier at hMuntok., There we
loaded them on to a tender znd from a tender to the ship. One
patient died on the wharf. We left at one o'clock in the afternc
Shortly after this znotiher patient died, stretcher peatients end
nursing sisters were on deck without any proteetion throughout th
whole of the trip. We were stationed in the lusi pLiver when
darkr~ss came on. We stayed there all night without any protecti
whatever end were bitten severely by mosquitoes. We had no warm
clothes and suffered badly from the cold. We started agein the
next morning. The sun blazed down on us, It got so hot thet

tiie nursing sisters could herdly touch the petients - they were
burning., The remainder of the sick and other passcngers were
carried down in the hold where they were compelled to remzin for
the whole voyage. There was no sanitation whatscever on this
ship end 75 percent of those on board were suffering from
dyscntery end dierrhoeas., One patient died before we errived at
Falembeng that evening, and enother died just after we arrived
there. In spite of cur exhsusted conditicn we had to remove all
the patients from the ship and put them on the train.

SwoPn ot MELBCURNE in the State of Vicforia,)

this 8th day of Octéber, 1946, )(Signed) NESTA JAMES

Before me  (Sizned) J. J. Hinley, Major, A.A.M.C.
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~. The undersigned CLAKLES JONGENEEL, first Lieutenant R.V I A.,
head of the War Crimes Section of NEThEhLANDS FOKCES INTELLIGENCE
SELVICE (NEFIS) being first duly sworn on oath deposes and states
that the annexed statement is a full, true, complete and accurate

copy of the original affidavit entitled

"Surmary of Exemination of ISAAC SAMUEL DIXON,dd.
liarch 25th, 1946" - 0.L..,/8222/8.

which is a part of the official records of the NEFIS.

SIGNATURE:
Stamp of the Intelligence Service
Netherlands Forces

BATAVIA, June 7th, 1946,

Subscribed and sworn to before me K.A, de WEERD, first Lieutenant
R.N.I.A., Higher official attached to the office of the Attorney-
General N.E.I.

SIGNATURE: K. A. de WEERD

ATEKEN
 SUMMARY OF EXAMINATION OF ISAAC SAMUEL DIXON:

Occupation: Municipality Officer BATAVIA, Address: 22 BOEKIT BESAR,
Palembang.

who, duly sworn, states:

I am 37 years of age, of DUTCH nationality and born at
WATEEGLAAFSNED, HOLLAND, my permanent address is 158
STADIONKADE, Ansterdam, Holland. I am at present living at
22 Beekit Besar, Palembang.,

I was interned by the Japanese at BATAVIA in May 42 as a civil
internee, In Jan 44 we were transferred to BANDOENG civil
internees camp TJIKOEDAFATEUN, The Dutch campleader was van
KAKNEBEEK,

In Jul 44 the Japanese removed in total about 1500 civil
internees to the POW camr SENEN, Batavia. After this, this
group was considered to be and was treated as POW'sy On 19
Sept 44 I was removed in a group totally amounting to 1750
POW's 600 Ambonese POW's and about 5500 Indonesian coolies
(forced labourers) from JAVA to SUMATRA, Both, EUROFEAN and
INDONESIANS were taken aboard a Japanese cargo steamer of appr.

s S A AMARORD
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5,000 tons, This ship had four holds. The lower holds were loa-
ded with foodstuff (rice, suger ete.) and ammunition (anti- ;
aircraft 7.5rmn shell's) which I noticed myself on an inspection
of these lower holds. In addition to that sbout 30 drums of
petrol were put on the decks. All our luggage was stored on
decks as well.

Then the PO :''s were crarmed together into one of the upper
holds whilst the coolies were put into the 2nd. uprer hold.
Eowever before all the POW's had to be carried out of the hold
again. The temperature in these holds was so terribly high that
it was nearly impossible to stay in since lack of fresh air
caused suffocation. We then were allowed to remain on the
decks (partly). The ship rut to sea but let her anchor drop
about 300 m out of the harbour. Then a ELITIS: POW went mad and
jumped overboard. The Japanese thought this very funny until
the Britisher mace for the shore. Le then was brought back on
board and because of this event orders were given that all POW's
should be locked up in the holds. Since this was absolutely
impossible in a decent way, the FOW's were beaten into the hold.
I do NOT understand how they msnaged to get room, but they were
cranred together standing upright, since lying down or even
sitting was impossible. Several POW's were severely beaten.
Personally I was beaten with a heavy stick over the head as a
result of which I was seriously injured snd bleeding (medical
attention was given to me by Dr. KUYPEK who was drowned later).
I lost consciousness for about 3 hours. I do NOT know the nane
of the Japznese who beat nre.

After the ship put out to sea at about 4 pm we went back on
deck again, because we could NOT stand the situstion in the hold
eny longer., MNothing was done against this by the Japanese. Food
was bad but sufficient in gquantity. Since about half of the ren
constantly suffered from seasickness and did not take their food,
Drinking water however was very short and absolutely insufficient
Bathing and washing was impossibtle, The decks were so over-
crowded that those who could NOT find a seat, about 300 FOi's
were forced to walk constantly because the gangways had to
be kept free,

We were gusrded by a Japanese transport cormmander, whose namg’
I do NOT know and about 40 Japesnese soldiers. These guards
started the 2nd, day after the ship sailed to czll all POW's
one after the other to come to the bridge. Wedding rings and
watches were then taken from vs and we were forced to sell then
at a fixed price of 5 yen (Jaranese currency) for a ring and

.10 yen for a watch. Protests were of no use, refusal was

answered by beatings, In this way hundreds of us were forced
tc sell our belongings.,

e o i
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On 18 Sept. 44 at 5.20 pr: (Japanese time) the ship was hit by
two torpedoes about 25 miles off the west-cuast of SUMATLA
somewhere between EENKOELEN and FADANG., One of the torpedoes
hit her amidshi s on the starboard side the other one hit the
hold below curs. As a result of this the ship was torn open,
People were panic stricken in particular those in the holds.,
There must have been lots of casualties in these hold.
Fersonally I was on deck. I saw many POV's jumping over board
after the first torpedo hit us. These men were all killed by
the explosion of the second torredo. Within 20 minutes our

ship sank., I menaged to swin away from it, because I was afraid
that it would blow up when the boilers reached the water., This
however did NOT HAFpen., I saw the Japanese transport commander
getting into a lifeboat together with part of our guards. Many
FOW's got hold of the edge of this lifeboat but instead of
taking them in, one of the Japanese choprred off their hends

or split their skulls with & huge axe.

One viectin of this sort of maltreatment
was saved, Lis skull was split open and showed his brains, I
saw hin in FADANG prison afterwards where he died, after medical
attention had been given to him by one of the two surviving
DUTCE doctors. Dr. VITALIS and Dr., WAAKRDENBURG. They will be
able to give full inforrstion about this case. I do not know
their rresent address.

Our escort, consisting of one destroyer
and one corvette, did NOT do very ruch to rescue and rick up
survivors. The destroyer disappeared altogether after having
dropred its depth-cherges but came back after some hours to
lend assistance. The corvette pricked up about 400 survivors and
they rnade straight for EMMALZAVEN. The destroyer picked up only
a very few menj; those who were very exhausted and becare
unconscious were thrown overboard azain by the Jspanese as I was
told later.

All the survivors were taken to PADANG
prison. The totel appesred to be 276 European FOW's, 312
Arbonese FOW's end about 300 Indonesian coolies, Most of us
were entirely naked. The only clothing supplied to us by the
Japanese was one pair of thin short pants per ran. We were
treated very badly.  Naked as we were, we were nade to sleep
on the concrete floors of the rrison building with no blankets
nor mats., Hygenic conditions were terrible. When we came in
this jail all the lavatories were full; thus we had to relieve

ourselves on the floor, The smell was penetrating and nauseatiﬁg.

Chances of contamination were very great., There was only one
tap in this rrison from which we got our drinking water. This
meant thet we had to stand in a que for hours before getting a
chance to drink. On the second day this tap was turned off by
the Japanese, after which we had to drink well water from an
extremely dirty and obviously contaminated well.

4

.
P - g e P TR A B o s s ot ey i il T




* 1

. Evidentiary Document No.5293. Page 4.

e o g

Since rost of the POW's were extremely exhsusted and weak
because of the physical and mental strain of the rast days
(sore of the men remained in the sea for abcut 57 hours) the
nurnber of sick grew very high. Because of the lack of clothing,
the bad food and the bad hygienic circumstances and owing to
the fact thet no nedicines were supplied to us, many POW's fell
seriously ill {inflamation of the lungs, sunburn) and died,
Within 10 days 42 of us had died.
—— e
I can NOT tell you any names of Japenese in charge of this
jail and responsible for the conditions in this jail but I
know thet our guards were all KEMPEI TAI people., After four
days the first group of POW's were noved by train to PAJOEKOEM=~
BOEH, clad as we were, only wearing shorts. ©Since we were
noving through very nountainous regions, we were 211 shivering
with cold especially during the night and the early morning at
PAJOEKOEMBOEH station., Many POW's caught a cold which rmust have
resulted in inflammation of the lungs. During this trir we got
no food., :

Fron FAJOEKOEMBOUEH we were transported to PAKAN BALOE in open
trucks. This rmeant a trir of 285 km. partly in the fell tropical
sun, partly in the rsin., Again no clothing so that we suffered
very ruch with cold., Within three weeks after our arrival
another 6 of us died, Then we were put on forced labour to
build a railroad from PAKAN BALOE to MOEARA

(signed) I. S. DIXON

I certify that I duly translated the gbove surmary to the witness
in his own language, prior to his signature which appears zbove.-

(Signed) Interpreter
D.A,BUITENRUIS

Sworn before ne M. E. D'ASTUGES, OC No. 4 War Crimes Investigatior
Team DNetachment Palembang.

This 25th day of March, 1946, Detailed to examine the above
by C-in~C Allied Land Forces. SEA (Authority: ALFSEA
Administrative Instruction No,
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I, Lieutenant Geoffrey Cadzo Hamilton of the 2nd Battalion, The
Royal Scots s_and whose home address is at Hertford, South Downs Road,
Hele in the county of Chester, make oath and say as Tollows:=—

3s I was taken prisoner by the Japanese at Hong Kong on the 25th
December 1941 and I was kept at two prisoner of war camps, Shamshuipo
4 and Argyle Street until September 1942.

g
f}x*’”\if "2. . I was embarked with the second draft of prisoners of war at Hong
’}VG’Z’ Xong on the 25th September 1942 on the Japanese steamer S,S.'Lisbon Marm
The prisoners were under the c Japanese by the name of Lieut.
Wada, who was taking =2 total £ 1,816 officers and ORs from Hong Kong te
Japane. ¢
3e The prisoners of war were accommodated in three holds. The Royal

Navy were in No. 1 Hold in the fore part of the ship; the 2nd En. Roya}
Scots and the lst Bn. Middlesex Regiment and other small units were in:
the °nd hold in front of the bridge and the other prisoners were
acconmodated in No. 3 Hold, which was aft and they were chiefly R.A.

2 rl,,ﬁ,prisoners of war. I was in No. 2 Hold. There were also on board some

¥r?> _2,000 Japanese trcops who were returning home. In No. 2 Hold there was
not enough room for all the men to lie dovm at the same time and each
unit had a separate area and worked out the sleeping arrangements for
themselves. The food on board was adequate according to prisoner of war
stendards. This comprised rice and tea in the morning. Rice and a
quarter of a tin of bully-beef and a spoonful of vegetables in the
evening. We were allowed enough drinking water but were issued with no
water for washing., The prisoners were sllowed on deck for fresh air on

certain prescribed intervals. The latrines were on deck and one could
g0 up there and queue for the latrines.

4, At about 0700 hours on the lst October 1942 we were waiting in the
hold for the morning roll cell. Suddenly I heard a loud explosion and
the ship stopmed and the lights went out. We did not know what had
happened but a few men who were out on deck at the time were sent back
w@)j) into the hold and sentries were placed by the hatch to prevent anyone

‘I?@& getting out again, None of the prisoners of war on the ship were hurt
by the explosion and we learnt later that it was caused by _a torpedo that
had strueck the ship in the goal bunkers, The troops in the hold remained
perfectly calm and there wa§~53‘§aﬂtti We heard the forward 3winch-gun
fire several times and a little later I heard the sound of Japanese
Planes overhead and there were s number of explosions which we took to
be depth charges. 4ibout two or three hours later requesis were made to
the Japanese to allow men suffering from Dysentery and diarrhoea to use
the latrines on deck or to be supplied with receptacles, but the Japanese

i refused both requests, No provisions or breakfast was issued that

. :
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morning and nothing havpencd for sbout 14 hours. It was some time after
dark that the Japanese began to batten dowr the hatcha Lieut.col.
Stewart of the ist Middx. who was the scnior Dritish officer on board,
requested that at least one baulk of timber be left so that we might.
get a little air into the hold, but the Japanese who were on deck and
battening down the holde took no notice of this request and 2ll the
hatches were tarpaulined over the top and the whole lot roped down.
There was no other means of exit from the hold and as there was no inlet
of air, conditions, owing to the large number of men in the holds and
the absence of latrine accommodation, became rapidly worse. Someone
managed to communicate with prisoners of war in No. 1 hold by tapping
on the bulkhead and also with No, 3 hold by word of mouth along some
sort of vent., Conditions in No. 1 hold were similar to ours, but
conditions in No. & hold were much worse for it vas making water and the
prisoners had to man the pumps. It was stated that men working on the
punps soon lost consciousness owing to the extreme heat and lack of air,
A man could only do sbout six strokes at the pump before fainting. 1In
No. 2 Hold vhere I was, although air conditions were similarly bad, we
could remain conscious by lying flat and avoiding any exertion. No. 1
Hold reported that two men had died and I believe that they were dyph-
theris patients. Lieut. Potter who was acting as our interpreter, made
repeated recuests for air and water or for an interview with Lieut. Wada
and all his requests were refused. The Japanese interpreter Nomura, when
asked for water by someone from No. 3 2 Hold, vessed down ﬁ,buckat of uring\
I waes told this afterwards by one of the survivors from Ne. & Hold.
During the Tight we heard & ship come alongslde and some of the Japanese
soldiers being disembarked to it. I believe that all the Japanese troops
were taken off this time because later I saw no Japanese on board the
'Lisbon Maru'. The 'Lisbon Maru' was subsequently taken in tow by
another vessel and we could hear the ripvling of the weter against the
plates of the ship,

P sy e

5. On the morning of QOctober 2nd 1942 approximately 24 hours after the
torpedo had struck the chip the 2ir in No, 2 Hold was dangerously foul.
The ship was stooped and suddenly geve a lurch and it beceme evident that
she was going to sink.-  As all requests to the Jepanese had been Te =
for air and water, Lieut. col. Stewart had authorised e small party to
try and break out of the hold with a view to asking the Japanese to give
us a chance to swim, and men with long carving ¥nives and dinner knives
had been placed near the hatch ready to breal out vhen Col. Stewart gave
the word. OCn Col. Stewart's order some of the men pushed their knives

‘ between the timber above them, cut the ropes, slit the canvas tarpesulin
and pushed some of the timber on ohe side. Through this opening Lieut.

l Howell of the R¢4.S5:.C., Lieut Potter, the interpreter,and one or two
others climbed on to the deck and welked slowly tovards the bridge asking

i in Japanese for an interview with the captain. The Japanese guards
opened fire and seriously wounded Lieut. Potter (end he subsequently died
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[ﬁherefrom). The others returned. to the hold and reported to Lieut.col,

Stewart that the ship was very low ifi thé water and was evidently abnv‘

f to sink, After these men had returned to the hold the Japanese gma:

, came up to the ovening and fired their rifies a couple of time "L,-:'i-u +.n,e

'hold. Lieut. Baird received a scratch from a richochet and 1 was slight
W

ounded in the shoulder. Almost immediately the ship gave ano ther
lurch and settled by the stern and water bagen pouring into our hcld
through the hole in the hatch, I found out later that the stern Vel
settled on a2 sand-bank while the bows and a third of the ship remained
sticking out of the water for about an hour,

B As soon as the ship settled the men stationed.at the hatch cut the
ropes and the canvas tarpaulin and forced away the balks of timber. The
remainder of the prisoners of war were formed into queues and climbed
out of the hold in orderly fashion. No. 1 and No. 3 Holds broke out af
the seme time as No. 2 Hold but many of the men in No. 3 hold which wag
aft were trappred by the water and drovmed before they could gef out.

T “hen we emerged on to the deck the Japanese ovened fire on us fror
ships which were standing by and they continued to fire at the men aftey

they had plunged over the side into the water, When 1 came on dec

~there vwere no Japanese on our ship at all; but I upderstand that at the

beéginning when the first men came out there were some half dozen Japanes
there, all the surviving men from the various holds managed to climbe

Up or were hiuled on to the deck =2nd about half of them had 1ife Jackets .

and they jumped overboarda About three or four miles away I saw some
islends and towerds these islands a swift currert was running. There
were about four Japencse ships standing by but these appeared as
inhospitable as the rocky islanés for they refused to pick up anyone ou’

of the water Mginnin + They had ropes dangling over the side,

but any men who tried to climb them were kicked back into the water, I
struck out for the islands to start with but after about half an hour I.
saw_that the Japansse policy had changed and that ‘they were 'beginning <
p:.ck our men up and so I turned and swam'fcr one of the Jzpanese ships.

One of the Japanese threw me a Trope and some of our _men helped me Up.
Some of our men ma.naged to rea.h 1 the islands, but many were ‘I’“st on the

rocky cga__st. There were a number of Chinese jurks and sampans about

which had come from the islands._These picked rp severzl of our men anc

the Chinese treated them with great kindness, givi them food and

. ¢lothing from taeir meagre so.polies and looked after them until Japanesc

lending parties ecame to recover them. The ship that picked mé up was a
small patrol vessel and carried on with its patcol for about three days
after which it put into Shanghal, where the survivors on board were
landed. Thers all recovered prisoners were gralually assembled on the
quay side., Many of the survivors were completely naked and most of us
only had shorts or a shirt{ e all suffered greatly from cold. During
the time I was on the patrol vessel we were Kept on deck under a
tarpaulin which leaked tadly and food consisted of four hard-tack
biscuits and two smell cups of watered milk per day with a bowl of soup

R .
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on the third cday., Two men died durinz this time and the cold and the
exposure had a serious efiect on our lster health.

8. By October 5th all survivirg officers 2nd men were assembled oan the
dock at Shanghal aad a roll-cail was teken, Altogether 970 snswered .
their nemes, thus there wans| 846 mis siné] but 0f theee ve later lcarned

that some half dozsn bad managed to escape with the assistance of the |
Chinese. ZFach man was given a cordurvy Jjacket =nd trousers, one shirt,
one‘ﬁEf} of und2rpants snd one vair of sncks and meost of these items of
clothing later proved to coniain ilce exos. No footweer was issucd nor
was & change of shirt offunderr7cthr" previded.  Ghirty-five of the
worst cases of dysentery werc ieft sl Snanghai and the remaining 925

were embarked on the S.S. 'SHIWCET MARU' in which we were transportied to
Japen and dispersed beiween KOBE Camp end 03:Ka Camp and some of the sick
prisoners were sent to KOKUE d HIROSHINA, It appeared to.me that,
and to the other survivors, fthe Japanese intended to drown =211 the
British vrisoners of war on bBoard and meant to say that the ship had sunk
instantaneously, giving them no time to effect rescues. This version was
in fact reporied in the Nipoon Times which I myself read, it being a :
Japanese sponsored English language nevsvener. In my opinion every man
on board could have been saVéd’hEd“they'been taken off the ship at the
time when the Japanese soldiers were transferred to the other ship atend-
ing by during the nzgnt. Few would hove esceped if the stern of the ship
hed not settled on the sardbank, thie geve time for many of the men to
get out. So far as I understsnd the LIS30N MARU wes not marked in any
way %o indicate that she carried prisorsre of war snd in fact was in
every way similar %0 an ordinary armed transnort vessel. The uapanese

endeavoured to get British survivors to denounce the “americans for ‘having
sunk the ship deliberately know.ng th"t the“e were prisoners of war on
board, btut no British would esgrce to this absurd convention. In m i AR
oplnion the Japenese would not have chenged their policy of plck;ng__p =
survivors if they had not observed that lesrze numbers were belrg plcked
up by the Chinese in their junks and SalDans., The only two Dersons that
I know by name who were in a responsidble noszt*on were Lieutenant Wada
and the interpreter Nomurs. I only snw Lieutenant Wada on one occasion
and doubt if I would be able to rzcognise him ncw. I should be abie to
recognise the interpreter Nomura i I gaw him.

—

SWOZIRYN at Chester in the

County of Chester this sixth G. C. HAMITMON

Nt e e e

day of March 1946.

Before me,
(sga)
Mg jor, Iesal Staff,
Military Dcpwtient,
Judge Advocate General's OFfice.
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