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Twenty-~eight military and political leaders of Japan during the
period from January 1, 1928, to September 2. 1945, are charged with
planning, preparing, initiating and waging wers of aggression in
violation of international law and treaties, committing wholesale
murder and instigating numerous "ecrimes against humanity," in a 55-
count indictment presented today to the International Military Tri=-
bunal fo: the far East,

The indictment, submitted by Joseph B. Keenan, Chief of Counsel
for the prosecution, was signed by Mr. Keenan on behalf of the Unitec
States and by associate counsel reprecsenting ten other nations with
which Jrpan was at war: China, the United ingdom, U.S.S.R., Austral
ia, Canada, France, the Ncth-.lan 's, liew Zesland, India and the Phil-
ippines,

All 28 cefendants are accused of participating as "leaders, org-
anizers, instigators or accomplices" in formulating or executing a
conspiracy with Germany and Italy to "secure the military, naval,
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peliticel and economic domination of the whole world, each having

i

special domination in its own sphere." The accused ape l:eld respon-

sible for "all acts performed by themselves or by any person in ex-
ecution of this plan."

The deferlants are:

SATAO ARAXT, former general, War lLinister, member of the Supremc
War Counecil, and Education l.inisfter,

KENJI DOHTHARA, former general, commander of Svecial Service
Section in Manchuria, chief advisor to the North China autonomous
government, and Inspector General of Military Treining. :

KINGORO HASFKIMOTO, commander of an Artillery regiment at the rar
of Nanking and of Japanese forces which shelled the Ladybird and the
Panay, a founder of the Imperial Rule Assistance Association and
alleged to have been a promoter of plots to remove politicians not
consicdered sufficiently aggressive.

oHUNROKU HATA, former general, member of Supreme War Counc@l,
War lMinister and commander-in-chief of the Expeditionary Force in
Central China from July 1940 to 1944, :

KIICHIRO HIRANUMA, Prime Minister in 1939, former president of
the Privy Council and cabinet minister under Konoye.

1l0KI LIROTA4, Prime Minister from March 1936 to February 1937;
and Foreign liinister under Saito, Okada and Konoye. /

NAOKI HOSHIFO, chief of General Affairs in Manchukuo in July

~resident of the Planning Board under Konaye and Chief Secreta:
and uinister of State under Tojo.
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SEISHIRO ITAGAKI, former general, chief of staff of Kwantung
Army and War Minister under Xonoye ané Hiranuma,

OKINORI KAYA, lMinister of Finance under Konoye in 1937 and
1938, president of the North China Development Company and Finance
Minister under Tojo.

KOICHI XIDO, cabinet minister under Konoye and Hiranuma,

Lord l.eeper of the Privy Seal from 1940 to 1945, chief confidential
advisor to the Emperor and chairman of meetings of ex-premiers.

HEITARO KIMURA, former general, chief of staff of the Kwantung
Army, Vice-War Minister under Konoye and Tojo, and comrander-in-
chief of the Japvanese Lrmy in Burma in 1944,

KUNIAKI :0ISO, former general, Prime liinister from July 1944
to April 1945, chief of staff of the Kwantung Army, Overseas !lin-
igzer under Hiranume and Yonai, and Governor General of Korea in
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IWaANE MATSUI, former general, commander-in-chief of Japanese
forces in Central Chira in 1937 and 1938, member of the Cabinet
Advisory Council in 1938 and 1939 and nrresident of the Greater
East Asia Development Society.

YOSUKE MATSUOKA, Foreign Minister under Konoye in 1940 and
19415 chief delegate to the League of Nations Assembly in 1933;
eand president of the South Manchurian Railway from 1935 to 1939.

JIRO MINAMI, former general, member of the Privy Council from
1942 to 1945, War Minicier in 1931 and commander-in-chief of
Kwantung Army from 193« to 1936.

AKIRA MUTO, chief ¢! the Military Affairs Bureau of the War
Ministry from 1939 to 1942, ana chief of staff of the 14th Area
Army in the Philippines under Yamashita in 1944,

OSAMI NAGANO, former admiral, Navy liinister under Hirota, com=-
mander-in-chief of the combined fieet in 1937 and member of the
Supreme War Council in 1940.

TAKASULI OKA, former vice admiral, chief of the General and
Ifiilitary Affairs Bureau of the Navy from 1940 to 1944 and Vice Navy
Mlinister under Koiso in 1944,

SHUMEI OKAWA, an officer of the South Manchurian Railway all-
eged to have been an organizer of the Mukden incident on September
1o, 1931, and a propagandist for the expulsion of the white races
rrom Asia by aggressive war. 3

HIROSII OSHIMA, ambassador to Germeny in 1938 and 1939 and from
1941 to 1¢45.

Kenryo Sato, former Lt. General, chief of the Military Affairs
Bureau of the War Ministry from 1942 to 1944,

IAMORU SEIGEMITSU, Foreign [ inister under Tojo and Foiso from
Lpril 1943 to April 1945, and former ambassador to U.S.S.R., Great
Britain and puppet government of Nanking.

SHIGETARO SHIMADA, former admiral, Navy liinister under ToJjo
in 1941 and member of Supreme War Council in 1944,

TOSHIO SHIRATORI, ambassador to Italy in 1939 and advisor to
the Japanese Foreign 0ffice in 1940,

TEIICHI EUZUKI, president of the Cebinet Planning Board and
minister without nortfolio under Ionoye and Tojo from 1941 to 1943.

SHIGLNORI TOGO, Foreign Minister under Tojo from October 1941
to March 1942 and under Sugzuki in 1945,

HIDEKI TOJO, former gencral, Premicr and '7ar llinister from
December 2, 1941 to July 1944,

YOSEIJIRO UMEZU, former genercl, Vice War Minister from 1936
to 1938 and comiander of the Kwentung Army from 1939 to 1944 and
chief of the generzl staff in 1944 and 1945.

Specific murder cherges are made against some of the defendants
for the thousands of deaths which resulted from the surprise attacks
on Pearl Harbor, Hong Xong, Shanghai and the Philippines on Dec-
ember 7 and 8, 1941, without declaration of war. The indictment
also charges use of poison gas in China and Japanese promotion of
the sale of opium to wezken the will of the Chinese people to resist
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The defendants are alleged to have comprised "a criminal mili-
taristic clicue" which dominated and directed the internal and for-
eign policies of Japan in such a way as to cause "aggressive wars and
great damage to the interests of peace-loving peoplesy, as well os the
interests of the Japanese people themselves."

The world conspiracy, which the defendants were sazid to have
plonned, "contemplated and carried out the violating of recognized
customs and conventions of war by murdering, maiming and ill-treazting
orisoners of war, civilian internees and persons on the high seas, de-
nyi g them adequate food, shelter, clothing, medical care or other
appropriate attention, forcing them to labor under inhumane conditions
and subjecting them to indignities."

In order to accomplish their scheme, the indictment states, the
accused took advantage of "their power and their official positions
and their own personal prestige and influence" to:

"exploit to Japan's benefit the manpower &nd economic resources
of the vanquished nations, plundering public and private property,
wantonly destroying cities, towns and villages beyond any Jjustificct-
ion of military neccessity;

"perpetrate mass murcer, rape, pillage, brigandage, torture and
other barbaric crueclties upon the helpless civilian population of ov-
er-run -countries;

"increase the influence and control of the military and naval
groups over Japanese government officials and agencies;

"psychologically prepare Japanese public opinion for aggressive
w rfere by esteblishing so-colled Assistance Societies, teaching
nationalistic policies of expansion, disseminating wer nropaganda and
exercising strict control over the press and radio;
k2 "set up puppet governments in conouered countries;

"econclude military alliances with Germany and Italy to enhance
by military might Javran's programme of expansion.”

The mind of the Japanese reople, according to a preamble to the
Indictment, was "systematically poisoned with harmful ideas of the
alleged racial superiority of Japan over other peoples of Lsia and
even of the whole world. Such parliamentary institutions as existed
in Japan were used as imnlements for widesprecd aggression and a sys-
tem similar to those then established by Hitler and the Nazi »arty
in Germany and the Facist Party in Italy was introduced. The finan-
cial resources of Japcn were to & large extent mobilized for war aims,
to the detriment of the welfare of the Japanese people."

(more)
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Of the 55 counts in the indictment, 36 are considered =as
"Cpiries Against Peace," 16 arc grouped under the heading of "Murder,'
‘and the remaining three are entitled "Conventional War Crimes and
Crimes against Humanity,"

Twenty-~four of the 36 "Crimes iLgainst Peace" are directed
ageinst all of the accused. All are charged with conspiring to
"wage declared or undeclared war or wars of aggression and w'r or
w.rs in violation of international law, trectics, agrcements and
assurances" against zny country that opposed their plan tc obtain
domination of East Asia, the Pacific and Indian Ocezns and 21l coun-
tries bordering on them. They cre accused of planning and preparing
such wars separetly against cach of the nations signing the indict-
ment as well as against the Kingdom of Thailand.

Without exception, the accused are charged with responsibility
for the actual waging of aggressive war a2gainst China, the United

States, the Philippines, the Eritish Commonweczlth of Nations, the
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Netherlands and Thailsnd. Trclve cdefendonts 2re charged with wag-

~
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ing wer on France in Indo-Chinn. Thirteen are accused of wag-

ing wer against the U.S.S.R. in 1938, when Japan, the indictment
clleges, "without declaring war, attacked the territory of the Sov-
iet Unicn at the Lake Hassan." Fourteen of the Japanese leaders

ore charged with waging war sgainst the U.S.S.R. and the Mcngolian
2c.cple’s Republic in 1939 when Japan is said to have attacked the
serritory of the Mongolian People's Republic, an zlly of the U.S.S.R
at the halkin Gol River,

V&ri&us groups of defencants are accused of "initiating" the
wars of aggression. Eleven are charged with the cttack on China
which began on Septembher 18, 1931, and 15 -are held responsible for
initiating the invasion of China of July 7, 1937. Commendement
of aggressive war ageinst the United States, the Eritish Common-
wealth and the Philippines is charged to 16 of the accused, The
same defendants nemed as hoving waged the wers against France in
Indo-China, the U.S.5.R. in Siberia and the lloneolian Peonle's
Republic are also accused of having "initiated" them.

(more) \
s




In oné of the "ilurder" counts, all the defendants are held re-
sponsible for participation in formulating and executing a plan whose
object was "to procure and permit the murder on a wholesale sczale of
prisoners of war, members of the zrmed forces of countries opposed to
Japan who might lay down their arms, and civilians, who might be in
the power of Jenan. on land or sea, in territories occupied by Japan,
and crews of ships destroyed by Japanese forces, in ruthless pursuit
of victory in the unlawful wars" in which Japan was engaged.

Sixteen of the accused are charged with murder of members of the
armec forces and civilians of nations who were attacked by Japan in
violation of treaties. Specifically, they are accused of "ordering,
causing énd permitting the armed forces of Japan to attack the terri-
tory, ships and airplen.c" of these nations with which Japan was then
at peace and consecuently of unlawfully killing:

Admiral ©idd «né about 4,000 other members of the Naval and mil-
i1tery forces of the United States and certain civilians at Pearl Hor-
bor on TCecember 7, 1941;

Certein members of the British armed forces at Kota Bahru, Kelan-
tan, and at Hong ilong on December &, 1941;

Thiee mentbers of the British navel forces in an atteck on the
HMS PETREL at Shanghai on December €, 1941, and

Certain memberc of the U.S. armed foreces and of the armed forces
and civilian population of the Philivpines ot Davao on December 8,
1941,

Twelve of the defendants are accused of killing many thousands
of Chinese civiliuns and disarmed soldiers by "unlawfully ordering,-
causing, and permitting the armed forces of Japan to attack” and to
"slaughter the inhabitants of" Nanking on December 12, 1937; Canton
on October 21, 1938 and Hankow on October 27, 1938, ©Seven of the
accused &re similarly charged in the cases of Changsha on June 18,
1944; Hongyang on kLugust 8, 1944 and Kweilin rnd Liuchow on Novem-
ber 10, 1944,

. Fourtecn of the .Joprnese lcnders arc charged with the rmurder of
thosc¢ Rgd Arny :nd Hongolian soldiers wHo dlcd in the Japanese attack

(more)




at the Halking-Gol River in 1939 and 13 are accuced in the murder
of the Soviet amed forccs personncl who fell in the Japenese attack
in Siberis in 1938.

All three counts in the groun of "Conventional ilar Crimes and
Crimes igainst Humanity" arc mede zgeinst 19 of the zccused who are
charzed with ordring, authorizing ond pcrmitting Japanese theater
comnancers, War llinistry officials, prison cump cormranders and mil-
itery and civil police “to comnit violations of the laws and customs
of war against the armed forces and military ¢nd civilizn prisoners
of the nations with which Japan was at wer., In the case of China,
seven ecditional defendants are held resnonsible for such acts.

Specifically allered breaches of the Hegue and Geneva Con-
ventions include chcrges of murder, pillage, rape, the use of poi-
son gcs &gainst China ancd the enslavement of the peoples dominated
by Javran.

Prisoners of war cnd civilian internees were "murdered, beaten,
tortured, and otherwise ill-trected and femsle prisoners were raped
by members of the Japanese forces, "tie indictment states.

Abuses of orisoners of wer cited include working them in con-
nection with operations of wer, in unhealthy end dangerous condi=-
tions, at excessive hours, under severe disciplinery measures and =
without svfficient food cnd clothing.

Structural ond senitary conditions of POW ccmps and labor
detachments and the woshing and drinking facilities in the camps
were "extremely bad, unhealthy and inadecuate," it is asserted.

The sick and wounded were mistreated ond mediccl personnel,
chaplaeins and personnel of voluntary aid societies were not respect-
ed nor protected, all In breach of the conventions, the indichent
states. Female nurses were raed, murdered snd ill-trected, it is
¢k reed.

Otier violawions of the Hiogue and Geneva Conventions, listed
in the speecific.tions, include:

(more)




Humiliation of prisoners of wer, cnd especially officerss
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=xposure of prisoners to insults; retention of prisonérs in terri-

(

tories occupnied by Japan.

Failure to collect ond transmit information regarding nrisoners
of wery reilure to lkeep cdequete records rezszrding such nrisoners,
ana where such recorcs were maintcained, celibercote destruction of
them by the Japanese,

Obstruetion of the rights of Protecting Powers, of Red Cross
Societies, of priscners of wir and of their re-resentatives; refusal
to permit Swivzerlend, o Protecting Power, to visit POW camps.

#itbholding of Rec Cross pareels a2nd m=il.

The Janorese cre cecused of foiling "to respect family honour

and rignts, individuel life, mrivcte property and religious conviec-
tions enc woiehip in occupied territories, =néd deportation and en-

slavement of the inhabitants.!

"Lerge numbers of the inhobitants of such territories," one
specification asserts, "w. o +rdered, torured, raped, and other-
wise ill-treated, crroctcd cic interned without Justificction, sent
to forcedblabour7 end *their propcrty destroyed or confissated.,”

Crew survivors of shins sunk in naval actinon were killed and
hospital shi~s were not respected by the Jananese, also in violation

tle *wo conventions, according to the indietment.

£ti22is were made without due warnings upon neutral shins, it

charged.

Trecing the beginnings of Japcnese aggression to the conclusion
of the war, ire iwnfictment asserts that "from Januery 1, 1928, on-
werds, thare wus @& plot in the Jarenese Army, and warticulafly in
the Kwantung Army, supportec by certain civilians, to crecte an
incident in Manchuria, which should form =z pretext for Janan to
conguer, occupy and exploit that country as the first step in a
scheme of dominction which later extended to other parts of Chinz,
to the territory of the Union of Soviet Socizlist Republics, and
ultimately to 2 wider field, aiming to make Japan a dominant power
in the world."

(more)
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The Japanese leacers ore a

Q

cused of military aggression in
Manchuria which, after 2 long period of infiltration and consecuent
friction, resulted in Jopanese troops blowing up & portion of the
South Manchurian Railway. The Japcnese, it is stated, falsely
eccused Chinese troops of destroying the railroad and then attacked
the Chinese forces,

Aggressive incidents recounted include the occupation of
Chinchow, Janucry 34 1932; the first attecks on Shanghei beginning
about Januzry 18, 1932; the bombing of Chapei on Januvary 29, 1932,
¢nd the establishment of a separate punnet Government in the prow-
inces of China which Japzn controlled by September 15, 1932.

The prosecutors assert that the Junanese Government delivered
no decleration of war zgainst Chine, "mede no effort to settle the
alleged dispute by pacific means, or by mediation or arpitration,"
and rejected an offer of mediation by the United States, Great Brit-
ain and France. They charge that on Anril 18, 1934, Japen annoﬁnced
her absolute opposition to any foreign interference in China other
tén her own.

The estcblishment of the "so-called Stote of Manchukuo," with
Henry Pu Yi as nominal ruler is reviewed, and it is alleged thet
lerge Jopanese armies continued to stey in the Chinese territories,
wiich they used as a "base for further cgsressior, ~né to control,
with Japcnese civilicn officizls, the whole Government, industry
and finance,"™ of China,

Later, the docunent states, the Japanese exponsion in China
wes officially exponded into the "Greater Enst Asisz Co-Prosperity
Scheme," which the vrosecutors say wes "a titlc designed to cover
up 2 scieme for complete Jeranese domination of those creas."
Jupen, they assert, declsored thet this wns the ultimate purnose of
the military camrpaign.

Methods of corruntion and coercion in China ond other occunied
countries are described in the indictment to include "a systcmatie
nolicy of weakening the notive inhabitants! will to resist by =troc-
ities and cruelties, by foree ¢nd threats of force, by bribery and
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corruption, by intrigue amongst local pcliticiaﬁs and generals, by
directly and indirectly encouraging increased production and imp-
oration of opium and other narcotics and by promoting the sale and
importation of such drugs among the people.”

From this traffic; it is alleged, revenue was used to finance
"the prevaration for and waging of the wars of aggression set forth
in this indiciment," and to finance the pun;et governments set up °
by the Japanese in occupisd territcries.

E

The participation in the drug traffic went on, it is contended,
while the Japanese Government was actively participating in the
proceecings cf the League of Nations Committee on Traffic in Opium
anc Otrer Denszsrous Drugs, and Japan "professed to the world to be
coopereting fully with othcr member nations in the enforcement of
Treaties gove.ning traffic in opium and other narcotics %o which
she was a party."

The indictment reviews ths general nreperaticn for war conduct-
ed by Japan, describing J-xn»® rcerct inerease in naval strength,
eulminating in the swrri.¢ ¢titck on Pedrl Harbors; Jepent's milie

tary conscripfion wialel begen in Aprily, 1939; Japan's fortification

=

of mandated iszlinds, ard the country's economic and financial
exploitation aimed toward war,

Ir. tals connection, the indictment discusses the construction
T ogevarent wkich became increasingly subservisnt to the wishes
i cﬁe arny with the eventual ridding of "free P?rliamentary insti-
tutions <s previously existec," znd the =doption of a "system sim-
ilar To tne Fasciest or Nazi model,®

"This too% definite shape with the formation on October 12,
1940, of the Imperizl Rule Assistance Association, and later of the
Impcrial Rule Assistance Politieal Soclety,”" the prosecutors states

Free speech and writing by opponents of Jiupan's policy were
stcmped outy and numcrous socicties, some secret, were formed both
in the Army and Navy and among civilieans to conduct & vigorous canm-
pecign for nationzl expansion, it is'alleged.

"The educational systems, civil, military end naval, were used
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to inculcate a spirit of totalitariansim, aggr-ossion, decsire for

war, cruelty and hatred of potential enemies," it is charged.
aAggressive acts egainst French Indo-China and Thailand, the

Soviet Union, the United States, the Philippines, the British Common-

weelth of Naetions, the Netherlands and the Republic of Portugal

are dealt with in detail in six pages of the indictment.

Colleboration between Japan, Germany, and Itoly, for the cstab=-
lishment of an economic, politicel and military alliance are reviewed.

It is stated that the Axis powers signed the Anti-Comintern
Paect with & secret protocol and a secret militery trecty, direected
ostensibly against the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and
Communism, but actually designed ¢s o prelude to joint aggressive
action in genercl,

It is asserted thet on or cbout December 1, 1941, Japan re-
cuested Germeny and Itely to declere wer on the Unitcd States after
the beginning of hostilities, and that a2 "No sepoerate Pecce Treaty™
be entered into.

From 1936 to 1945, '"close militery, nevecl, cconomic :nd diplo-
matic coopcration and exchange of information were maintoined be-
tween" Italy, Germeny cnd Japan, the indictment cheorges, with the
Japanese, "at the reqguest of Germany, adopting the Germen policy of
ruthless submarine werfare and the destruction of crcws of shins
sunk or coptured."

Development of the Junznese-controlled” Monchuric woer industries
is discussed, pointing up the aims of Japan in its aggression
agoinst Russia. Also, it 1s asserted, "e great number of new air-
fields, fortified areas, dumps, bDarrecks, cec and river ports destin=
ed to serve in the war of aggrecssion cgeinst the Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics werec built,."

The indictment contends:

"Propagznda  in the press, by radio, dirccted against the Soviet
Union, wes carried on intensely. On Manchurian territory, Japan
orgcnized znd supported on & large sc. le elements from Russianmn
emigraents hostile to the Soviet Union ond prepared them for hostile
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ects against thc Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Japan sys-

tcmaticelly organized armcd clashe¢ on the fromtier and orgenized
act of sabotage and terrorist acts on the Chinese Eastern Railroad,

"..sthe governing militarist clique in Japan in the whole course
of the wor between Germany and the Union of Seviet Socialist Repub-
lics was openly hostile towards the Soviet Unionj maintained a
sclcetcd arny on the Sovict fronticrs “nd w g on orgnnizer of wide-
spread propagande against the Soviet Union. Janan actively helped
Hitlerite Germany, providing her with information regarding the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, organized nirate attacks on
Soviet merchant shipping in the FFar East by closing strocits, estab-
lishing prohibited zones and special limited water WaySeeoess

"In the same sumner of 1941, Janan worked out & new plan of &
surprise attack against the Union of Soviet Socialist Republiés ond
kept the Kwantung Army fully prcn:fed for such an attzck. ©She was
orevented from it, not by the pact of neutrality, which as it may
be seen from above, Japan disregorded, but by the suceesses of the
forces of the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics in the war against
Germany."

The culmination of events leading up to the Pearl Harbor attoeck
is described in part as follows:

"In March, 1941, convecrsations between the Japanese ambassador
in Washington and United States Secretary of State took place in an
endeavor by the United States to settle outstanding differences and
to reach a peaceful settlement.

"While these were proceeding, Japan continued at a fewverish
pace to prepare for,war. At an:Imperizal Conference on July 2, the
decision to advance southward, obwviously directed against the
United Stctes of Americz, the Lingdom of the thherlands'and the
British Commonwealth, was reached.

"it ¢ further conference on September 6, it was decided to open
hostilities against the United States of America, Great Britain and
the Netherlands in case the requirenents »f Jawan‘seemed unlikely

to be reclized by some time during the first part of October. On
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December 1, a further conference definitely decided on ware

"The decisions of the two last-mentioned Conferences were kept
secret. On 7th-8th December, 1941, while negotiations were still
procceding, Japan made surprise attocks on territories of the United
States of America &t Pearl Harbor, of the Eritish Commonwezlth of
Nations at Singapore, Malaya, Hong Kong and Shanghai, of the Common-
wealth of the Philippines, and of Thailand.

"She delivered no declaration of war, and to the British Commen-
wealth of Nations or to the Commonwealth of the Philippines, no doc=-
ument of any kind. To the United Stotes of Americo, she delivered,
after the attack, a document which did not and wes not intended to
amount to a declaration of war,"

In its statement ol individucl responsibility for the crimes
set forth in the indictment, the prosecution lists the dates of
conferences which ezch of the defendants attended, indiceting "that -
he was present at and concurred in the decisions tcken at some of the
conferences tnd cubinet meetings™ held in 1941, "which decisions pre-

arcd for and led to unlawful war on 7th, 8th December, 194%,"

"The Netherlands Ecst Indies and the Portuguese portion of the
Island of Timor werc within the arez coveted by Japan and described
by her as the 'Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere," the indict-
ment contends,

Facts regerding the invasion of the Netherlinds East Indies on
Jenuary 11, 1942, anc invasion of Portuguese Timor, Febuary 19, 1942,
conclude the historical summary incorporated within the indictment,

Signers of the indictment include:

Joseph B. Kecenan, Chief of Counsel, for thec United Statecs of
Amorica; Hsizng Che~Chun, Republic of Chinaj A.S. Comyns Carr, United
Kingdom of Gre:t Britain znd Northern Ireland; S.A. Golunsky, Union
of Soviet Soci list Republiecs; A.J, Monsfield, Commonwealth of Ause
tralic; H.G. Nolon, Canadaj; Robert Onoto, Republic of Fronce; WeGe Fo
Boegerhoff Mulder, Kingdom of the Netherlondsy R. H. Cuilliom, New
Zeclend; hnd\Pedre Lopez for the Commonweclth of the Philippines.
iir. Carr also signed for p.p:. Gevinda lMenon ., for Incdia,
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in a statement summcrizing the indictments, Mr. Kcenan asserted
that the prosectuion will contend thnt breaches of International
Law "are crimes for which the personal responsibility lies not only
upon the humbler individuals who rcctuslly commit specific brecches
of the laws of war" but also upon those¢ in highcr positions ho by
their decisions bring about these violations.

"The time hcs come," he said, "to nut into action this prineciple
which hos been boldly asserted and firmly established. The indict-
ment involves no new law."

It will be contended «lso, he declared, thot "the intentional
killing of o human being without loawful justificction is murder by
the law of every civilized country including Japan, by whose law even
the intention is unneces:ury." Lawful belligerency, he scid, would
be ¢ justificotion but the indictment nlleges that Jopan's belliger-
ency was unlawful becouse it violated treatics forbidding aggrcession
and was begun without o declaration of wer. Specific instances of
murder, he pointed out, are chirged in the various surprise attacks
on December 7 and 8, 1941, the sloughters in Chinese cities, and
the attacks on Soviet territory.

"It mey seem strange," he asserted, "to include chaorges of mur-
der in an indictment before an Internotional Tribuncl. But it is
high time, cnd indeced was so before this war began, and thot the
promoters of aggressive, ruthless war and treaty-breakers should be
stripped of the glamour of national heroes and exposed as what they
reclly are--ploing ordinary murderers.

In regord to the counts charging brecches of the laws and
customs of wcr, Mr. Kecnon stoted that mild phreses used in the Con-
ventions such as "inhumcne trectment" indicote that the framers of
the Conventions "never contemplated the possibility of such outrages
as are clleged against Japan in the conduct of her wers from 1931 to
1945."

The omission of any name from the indict .ent, Ir. Keenan point-
ed out, does not imply that the individucl is exonercted from com-
plicity in the ckrr=ses or may not be charged later. The numbers
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were limited in this trial, he seid, "for convenience cnd eclority
in presenting the case,."

leny of the prineipcls, he csserted, zre 2lrerdy decd. One of
the prineipols, Generzl Juichi Teraouchi, former Wer Minister and
Army le.der in Chine, Burma and Thoilend, is suffering from a brain
discuse in Malays and is utterly inerpable of stending trinl, Mr.
Keenun reported.

"But the indictment," he scid, "ineclucdes the survivors of those
who, on the evidence at present cvailcble, zppear to have major
resporsibility for most of the nhases ond activities which contrib-
uted to the crimes clleged against Japan,!
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