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REPORT OF THE FIRE MARSHAL 
OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL, 

VANCOUVER, BRITISH COLUMBIA, December 17, 1971. 

The Honourable Leslie R. Peterson, Q.C., 
Attorney-General, Victoria, British Columbia. 

SIR: I beg to submit the Forty-ninth Annual Report of the Fire Marshal for the 
year ended December 31, 1970. During the year there were 7,546 fires, a de­
crease from 7,602 fires in 1969. The fire loss totalled $34,561,074, as compared 
to the loss in 1969 of $27,514,446. There was an increase in the number of deaths 
to 104 in 71 fires—32 men, 28 women, and 44 children. It remains that smokers' 
carelessness is the largest single cause of these deaths. 

Fire Advisory Service 

Continuing our policy of providing fire-protection information, I am pleased 
to report that fire-survey reports were completed and forwarded to the following 
regional districts: Fraser-Fort George Regional District, Regional District of Cen­
tral Okanagan, and Manning Park service area for Department of Recreation and 
Conservation. 

The regional districts are becoming extremely conscious of the need of in­
creased fire inspectional services, particularly in the unorganized areas, and as a 
result we have received a number of requests for the establishment of district offices. 
Plans to provide the facilities and service are presently undergoing a feasibility study. 

The certification and acceptance programme for automobile fire-fighting ap­
paratus continues to provide an important service to municipalities who require this 
service in the purchase of automobile fire apparatus. 

Pursuant to the Fire Marshal Act, our Staff Inspectors made 587 (915) in­
spections and the Local Assistants to the Fire Marshal made 81,056 (77,927) 
inspections. To assist in comparison, the previous year's totals are given in paren­
theses. Arising out of these inspections, 92 (197) Fire Marshal orders were issued 
and four (three) appeals to the Fire Marshal were heard and determined. 

British Columbia Emergency Fire Defence Plan 

Extremely close liaison continues to be carried out with the Canadian Forces 
in maintaining this Emergency Fire Defence Plan and, to provide more practical 
assistance to the municipalities, a fire pumper has been assigned and located in five 
of the six zones of the Province under the care of the Fire Service Officer, Zone. 
We administer the fire pumpers assigned to the Vancouver Zone. All fire pumpers 
are used primarily for training purposes and are available for emergencies. 

Fire Investigation Service 

This year, 240 (303) fires were investigated by Staff Inspectors and a total of 
547 (514) fires were investigated throughout the Province, resulting in 152 (113) 
charges being laid, with results as shown in Table I. One Fire Marshal inquiry was 
held. The collection and reporting of fire-crime information to the Dominion 
Bureau of Statistics is the responsibility of this office, and the returns for the year 
are also included in Table I. 
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