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The Honourable HENRY P. BELL-IRVING, D.S.O., O.B.E., E.D., Lieutenant 
Governor of the Province of British Columbia 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR: 

The Annual Report of the Ministry of Attorney General of the Province for the 
[period April 1, 1980 to March 31, 1981 is herewith respectfully submitted. 

HONOURABLE ALLAN WILLIAMS, Q.C. 
Attorney General 

Klffice of the Attorney General 
may 1981 



The Honourable Allan Williams, Q.C. 
Attorney General 

SIR: I have the honour to submit herewith the Annual Report on the work of the] 
Ministry of Attorney General for the period April 1, 1980 to March 31, 1981. 

RICHARD H. VOGEL 
Deputy Attorney General 

Ministry of Attorney General 
Victoria, B.C. 
May 1981 



1 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

•'Introduction 

'! Court Services 

Corrections Branch 

Criminal lustice Division 

Film Classification 

Firearms and Special Services 

Police Services 

Co-Ordinated Law Enforcement Unit 

Legal Services to Government 

Civil Law 

Legislative Counsel 

Constitutional and Administrative Law 

Civil Litigation 

Law Section; Public Trustee 

Public Trustee 

[B'olicy Planning Division 

Policy and Program Analysis 

Research and Evaluation 

Special Projects 

IKtatute Revision 

Support and Regulatory Services 

Finance and Administration 

Personnel Services 

Information Services 

Land Titles Service 

Boards and Commissions..... 

B.C. Board of Parole 

B.C. Coroner's Service 

B.C. Police Commission 

PAGE 

1 

4 

6 

9 

10 

10 

.. 11 

.. 11 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

J 13 

14 

14 

14 

14 

16 

17 

18 

18 

19 

19 

21 

22 

22 

23 



PAGE ! 

B.C. Racing Commission 25 

Criminal Injuries Compensation Act 25 

Justice Development Commission 25 

Law Reform Commission 26] 

Legal Services Society 27 I 

Office of the Fire Commissioner 27 j 

Order-In-Council Patients' Review Board 29 

Ministry Directory 31 

Statutes 37 



jtroduction 
Igst Attorney General of British 
labia was the Hon. John Foster 
freight. He was appointed Attorney 
e ral in 1871 and served until 1872. The 
e Allan Williams is the 27th Attorney 
<s:ral. The office of the Deputy Attorney 
fral was created in 1882 and Mr. P.A.E. 
m% was appointed first Deputy on May 7, 
Iffivlr. Richard Vogel is the 14th Deputy 
pney General. 

Igice of the Attorney General in British 
Iffiria antedates the entry of the Province 
tc Confederation in 1871. The appointment 
£ first Attorney General took place very 
si in the life of the Colony of Vancouver 
II. The Commission of the Imperial 
•TOssued in London in July 1849 gave to 
M.Tior Richard Blanshard the authority to 
IBgsuch persons to the Legislative 
>idl "as shall from time to time be 
lK>r designated." Similar powers were 
w subsequently to the first Governor of 
•ffinland Colony. Mr. George H. Cary 
Unpointed Attorney General for the 
Band Colony on March 10, 1859. He 
appointed acting Attorney General for 
Buver Island sometime during October 
fifember 1859. 

Bt not until 1899 that the first Attorney 
SHal's Act of the Province spelled out the 
|y and responsibilities of the Attorney 
snal. Before the enactment of the 
t?ey General's Act in 1899 the first 
toey General and his successors looked 
iJjcommon law and the constitutional law 
Gat Britain to determine their 
Bffiniities and powers. 

IS ttorney General was recognized as 
Ejne leader of the Bar with precedence 
Bil King's Counsel but with no greater 
Slights than any other member of the 
¥• e, or any person appointed to act for 
ifc'as required to conform to the rules of 
Kjrt, with the court exercising over him 
i 8ne authority which it exercises over 
HlWher siiitor or advocate. 

The first annual report for this Ministry was 
published for the year 1974. Each of the 
following reports stresses that the concern of 
the Ministry is to improve the administration 
of justice in the Province. 

The most important responsibility of the 
Attorney General remains the administration 
of justice in the broadest sense of the word. 

The Attorney General's responsibilities 
include policing, law enforcement and the 
administration of criminal law, including the 
conduct of prosecutions. In addition, he is 
responsible for the superintendency of the 
design, construction, maintenance and 
administration of all courts in the Province 
and for the smooth operation of our judicial 
system, including the related services of 
sheriffs and court reporters. His 
responsibilities include many Corrections 
Branch programs which are handled in the 
community and a wide array of correction 
facilities within the provincial system which 
are geared for people sentenced to serve up to 
two years less a day. The various types of 
corrections institutions include secure 
custodial facilities which are designed to 
protect citizens from offenders who may pose 
a threat to the safety and well-being of the 
community. Imprisonment is the major 
function of secure custodial facilities and 
security is a primary concern. It is the policy 
of the Ministry that imprisonment should be 
effected in as humane a manner as possible, 
but it was not always that way. In a book 
entitled "A History of Police in England", 
W.L. Melville Lee, Methuen & Co., London 
(1901), there is a quote which illustrates the 
policy in 1600's, "For its first line of defence 
England trusted to the supposed deterrent of a 
rigorous penal code; the more humane and 
effectual method, prevention, being lost sight 
of in the mistaken belief that it was possible 
to extirpate crime by the severity by which it 
was punished, a belief that survived in the 
face of the fact, that as punishment increased 
in bitterness, so did offences grow in 
frequency and in violence." 

For persons who are not escape risks or a 
danger to the community there are open 
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