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REPORT OF THE FIRE MARSHAL

OFFICE OF THE FIRE MARSHAL,
'VANCOUVER, B.C., March 31, 1964.

The Honourable Robert W. Bonner, O.C.,
Attorney-General, Victoria, B.C.

Sim,—I beg to submit herewith the Forty-second Annual Report of the Fire
Marshal for the year ended December 31, 1963. It is noted that there was a
substantial decrease in deaths by fire, the number of fires, and financial loss in 1963,

Seventy-three persons—35 men, 15 women, and 23 children—died from the
effects of fire in 1963, and whilc this shows a decrease as compared with the 1962
life loss, it leaves much to be desired. We continue to emphasize fire-prevention
education in the hope of further reducing this tragic loss of life.

There were 6,915 fires during the year, compared with 7.612 for 1962, a
decrease of 697. Financial losses during the year amounted to $13,792,731, show-
ing a $554,139 decrease when compared with the 1962 financial loss of $14,346,-

0.

One hundred and twenty-six meetings with Municipal Councils, fire and police
departments were attended by members of the staff during the year. Numerous
courses of instruction were held and assistance given to various departments of both
Provincial and Federal Governments, notably the Indian Affairs Branch, this with
a view to mitigating the lifc loss in Indian communities. Fire-prevention literature
and films continue to be distributed and shown in an effort to educate the public and
develop fire consciousness.

Five hundred and sixty-one sets of plans passed through our engineering office
during the year. These plans included those submitted for the required Fire Marshal
approval and also those submitted for fire-protection engineering advice. Numerous
requests for assistance from the engir and al i were
handled, and our activity in the field of radioactive isotopes continues to increase.

Our staff inspectors carried out 608 inspections throughout the Province during
the year. Almost all of these inspections were made at the request of Local Assis-
tants to the Fire Marshal, who, in addition, carried out 92,088 inspections in the
normal course of duty. One hundred and ten orders for the correction of fire
hazards were processed, and six of these were appealed to the Fire Marshal, none of
which advanced to the Courts. There were 10 prosecutions under the Fire Marshal
Act and regulations, resulting in nine convictions and one acquittal.

During the year 12 projectionists’ examinations were held for first-, second-,
and third-class licences. As a result, one first-class, eight second-class, and one
third-class certificates were issued.

The fire-fighter training units continue to provide 18-hour instruction courses
to all fire departments. on request. During the year there were 347 visits to fire de-
pm’lmen(s, and i was given to 40 and 578 fi

T am pleased to report that instructions to the Fire Marshal, by vu’l\le of the
Civil Defence Order in Council ]\«o 1200/62, nqulnng the preparation of a com-
prehensive plan and r fire-p an ing services, have
been completed, and the plan is kno\vn as the Brlush Columbxa Emergency Fire
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Defence Plan.” Further, pursuant to the same Order in Council, the Fire Marshal
is prepared to take jurisdiction and authority over all fire-prevention and fire-fighting
services when an emergency is declared by cither the National Attack Warning
System or the Licutenant-Governor. While this plan is complete and various fire
advisory councils and operational facets set up and numerous exercises held, the
successful implementation will almost entirely depend upon an effective communica-
tions system not yet fully established.

1t will be noted from Table I that 442 fires were investigated by members of the
staff, an increase of 170 compared with 1962. These investigations resulted in 72
charges involving 72 persons and covering arson, setting fire to other substances,
mischicf, other crimes, and false alarms. There were 50 convictions, 15 acquittals,
6 referred to the Probation Officer, and 1 committed to the mental hospital. Thirty
of those charged were juveniles, an increase of 8 over the previous year.

I would like to thank the members of the various fire and police departments,
the British Columbia Research Council, the National Harbours Board, the civil
defence organizations, and my own staff for their excellent co-operation during the
year. I would also like to thank the members of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, particularly those who are Local Assistants to the Fire Marshal, municipal
police in the Province, Local Assistants to the Fire Marshal, insurance companies
and their adjusters, and the Fire Underwriters Investigation Bureau for their co-
operation during 1963.

1 have the honour to be,

ir,
Your obedient servant,

BASIL NIXON,
Fire Marshal.




REPORT OF THE FIRE MARSHAL, 1963

OF THE FIRE MARSHAL

TABLE I—FIRE INVESTIGATIONS MADE BY THE OFFICE
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TABLE IIL—INSPECTIONS MADE AND ORDERS ISSUED BY
LOCAL ASSISTANTS TO THE FIRE MARSHAL

City Municipalities (32)

Inspections | Orders Tnspections| Orders
- | Newwestminster | g8 |
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| i

S| os

w9 |

s | =

s | E

2

orth Vancouver Totals. | 18052 l %2
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REPORT OF THE FIRE MARSHAL, 1963

TABLE II—INSPECTIONS MADE AND ORDERS ISSUED BY
LOCAL ASSISTANTS TO THE FIRE MARSHAL—Continued

Village Municipalities (62)

Tnspections | Orders

Inspections

Orders.

Abbotsford

i Totals

el

|
|

R

Local Districts (2)

Cache Creek i . TR e 0 g | A
Guisachan— e ol
e e e
Fire Districts (19)
6t 2 || e mupers Comyor | 15
5 e (e e 1153 o
= v;m..mcﬂumyor el S =
— |
16 = County 50|
21 View Royal ik
25 Westminsir, Couy of =
1286 | || Yate, County 13
Pt Geors < .
Total 2%
Inspections  Orders
Grand totals, 1963 __ 92,088 100
192
196
154
498
547
975
875
825

Grand touals, 1954
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TABLE HI—FIRES REPORTED
City Municipalities (32)

. Amount ; o
Dt Reportog | Number|  Amount Disicts Reporting | Number|  Amiount
I

$57.050 i 184
254 115
[

R %
fatsqui— e ol o — 2585
s 2% 597213 || West Vancowver_ | 138 | 1495
orth Cowiehan | 24 71 R B
orth Vancouvesr. 199 | 188109 Totals . 211 ‘s):m.w

Town Municipalities (4)

Fort St. John. 16 | $29929 || Quesnel | o4 | s0:
Mission City. i (R 56
o I

78,8
7617 Totals ..
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TABLE III—FIRES REPORTED—Continued

Village Municipalities (62)

o ] 5 mber|  Amount
Distlcis Reporting | Number|  AToumt Districts Reporting | Number| Amount
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retc 3 N
“ampbell River 16 0 29%
astlegar.——.... —— 2 e
; :
1
H 10
H 4
bt =z
2 3
H 8
3 =2
i
i — ¢
e ——— et
i 3
4 z
5 2
3 2
7 £
1 ¢
1 2
4 3
e 2
P e |
Garus Creok - RE 1T sl 2| sas00
Guisach &
S o e el 4963
Fire Districts (19)
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