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To His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor in Council
of the Province of British Columbia.
MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR :

SIR,—We have the honour to transmit herewith, in accordance with section 36
of the " Motor Carrier Act," the Fourth Annual Report of the Public Utilities Commission under that Act for the year ended February 29th, 1944.
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W. A. CARROTHERS,
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Commissioner.
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION,
PURSUANT TO SECTION 36 OF THE " MOTOR CARRIER
ACT," FOR THE LICENCE-YEAR ENDED
FEBRUARY 29th, 1944.

GENERAL.
In its Third Annual Report this Commission mentioned an apparent reduction in
competition for business between carriers for the reason that all carriers were
extremely busy and sometimes unable to meet all demands. Towards the end of
the licence-year now under review a slight change in this condition was noted, in that
more objections were filed respecting applications for licences, indicating possibly
that there may have been some slackening-off in the amount of trucking work available,
particularly in Vancouver and district.
In so far as heavy construction in connection with the war effort is concerned,
it appears that the peak of the expansion has been reached, but the trend is now
towards increased demands on truckers engaged in transportation of agricultural
products and agricultural supplies. Farmers, generally, have been urged to increase
the production of eggs, poultry, milk, and all kinds of foodstuffs, including field crops
such as potatoes, beans, peas, etc. A glucose factory for the purpose of extracting
starch from potatoes has been established in South Westminster, while at Haney
a plant with a capacity of some 30 tons per day is in operation for the dehydration
of root vegetables, most of which are trucked in to the plant. Not only has the population of Vancouver increased greatly, but also there is a wide demand for all kinds of
produce to be packed or otherwise processed for shipment overseas.
Therefore, it is not surprising that the number of applications for additional
licences from trucking firms and individuals serving the farming communities in
the Lower Mainland has increased and, at the time of writing, are still being received.
The figures of tonnage hauled for farmers by these firms or individuals, including not
only produce of all kinds but also feeds and fertilizers, indicate without question that
there has been a considerable expansion in agricultural production in the Lower Fraser
Valley.
There has been an apparent falling-off in the demand for dump-trucks, so many
of which were required in 1942 and 1943 in connection with construction of various
installations for the Department of National Defence, including aircraft landing-fields,
air force training stations, and army camps. As an instance of the extent of some of
these projects, in October, 1943, there were approximately seventy-eight dump-trucks
employed on one project on Vancouver Island. It appears, however, that many of
these projects are now nearing completion.
The fuel situation throughout the Province, particularly at Vancouver, was
considerably eased during the winter of 1943-44. Some trucking firms, previously
engaged in the hauling of fuel-wood and sawdust, found it increasingly difficult to
keep their trucks fully employed, and there was a tendency for some of these operators
to enter into the general transportation business by seeking other hauling. However,
the market for second-hand used trucks was very good, and little difficulty was found
by such operators in disposing of any surplus equipment.
A comparison between the statement of licences issued and revenue received
(Appendix A) with a similar statement contained in the previous annual report will

