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To His Honour W. C. WOODWARD,

Lieutenant-Governor

of the Province of British

Columbia.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR:

I beg to submit herewith the Report of the Department of Trade and Industry for the
year ended March 31st, 1941.
WILLIAM JAMES ASSELSTINE,
Minister of Trade and Industry.
Department of Trade and Industry,
Office of the Minister,
Victoria, British Columbia.

Honourable William J. Asselstine,
Minister of Trade and Industry,

Victoria, B.C.

SIR,—I have the honour to submit herewith the Report of the Department of Trade and
Industry for the year ended March 31st, 1941.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
EDWIN G. ROWEBOTTOM,
Deputy Minister of Trade and Industry.

Report of the Department of Trade and Industry
for the Year ended March 31st, 1941.
In the period covered by this report the war situation developed with a rapidity which
intensified our marketing problems to an unparalleled degree. Despite this fact, British
Columbia was still able not only to maintain its position in the fields of Trade and Industry,
but to show substantial gains over the previous year.
In the fiscal year 1940-41 all the basic industries—logging and lumbering, mining, agriculture, and fishing—did well, but in the secondary industries—manufacturing in all its
branches—the gains were particularly noticeable. In fact, from the industrial angle, British
Columbia found itself restored to the level of the banner years of 1928-29.
Naturally, there were substantial losses in certain directions, owing to the disruption of
foreign markets, and considerable readjustments have been necessary; but on the whole the
losses were largely offset by increased activity in other lines and the readiness with which
business accommodated itself to war-time changes.
Here it might not be out of place to express the Department's cordial appreciation of
the willing co-operation extended to it by industry in general and of the very evident desire
to assist in every way.
The several phases are discussed at greater length elsewhere in this report, and these
preliminary remarks confine themselves to stating that the three Bureaus between which the
Department's main activities are divided have covered their respective fields with an energy
and thoroughness which is highly gratifying.
Brief reference was made in last year's report to the efforts being made to further
British Columbia's interests at Ottawa. It was pointed out then that the results had been
more than satisfactory, and it only remains to be added that the results continue to give a
very lively satisfaction to all interested parties.

TRADE REPRESENTATIVE AT OTTAWA.
The Bureau of Industrial and Trade Extension has maintained continuously since the
outbreak of the war its Director, Mr. W. Lloyd Craig, as its special representative at Ottawa,
with the objective of furthering the interests of the Trade and Industry of British Columbia
incidental to the requirements necessitated as a result of the war.
Mr. Craig has maintained very close contact with the Department of Munitions and
Supply, the members of the British Mission, the various departments of the Dominion
Government and foreign legations, and has constantly brought before these various bodies
and organizations capabilities of the manufacturers and producers of British Columbia to
furnish war materials.
The result of the Director's activities have been very gratifying. In consequence of his
work, orders which in the aggregate total many millions of dollars have been received by the
manufacturers and producers of the Province.
British Columbia is being recognized to an increasing extent as being capable of producing a very wide range of commodities, which is evidenced by the fact of British Columbia
manufactured articles being supplied in considerable quantities to Eastern Canadian points
and the United Kingdom.
The effect of the maintenance of a liaison service at Ottawa by the Department is
reflected by the increased volume of employment in the manufacturing industry of British
Columbia; some thousands of men are now engaged in the ship-building industry; numerous
machine-shops, foundries, and other plants manufacturing sundry commodities are working
overtime and to full capacity; and many have been obliged to expand and extend their
facilities in order to cope with the increased business. As a further extension of his activities,
the Department has in preparation a new and revised Trade Index and this will shortly be
placed in the hands of the many Purchasing Agents in the Department of Munitions and
Supply and those of various other Government officials.
TIMBER TRADE EXTENSION WORK ABROAD.
The Department again made a grant of $40,000 to the Trade Extension Bureau of the
British Columbia Lumber and Shingle Manufacturers' Association. Following are some of
the concrete results of the Lumber Trade Extension work in various fields:—

