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REPORT.
I n making the second annual Report, it is satisfactory to be able to say that there is a
marked improvement in all matters pertaining to game protection.
Not only has the greater
strictness in enforcing the game laws, resulting in a fair number of convictions and some heavy
sentences, had a most salutary effect, but the general sentiment has improved, more or less,
throughout the country, and public opinion is daily showing a marked demand for better game
protection.
The enormous increase in the number of sportsmen from the towns, particularly at the
Coast; makes it imperative that the birds receive greater attention.
The increase in guns, at
any rate in Vancouver, and probably so in Victoria, must be close on to 25% over last year,
and while, in a measure, the general prosperity of the country is responsible for a portion of it,
still, as the population will undoubtedly continue to grow at a rapid rate, a greater number of
sportsmen will have to be reckoned with each year.
Under these conditions, more assistance must be given, or it is out of the question to
expect that there will be any game or fish left at all in the proximity of the towns in the near
future, and a great number of men will thus be deprived of what is probably to them the
greatest pleasure in life ; if, however, our small game is taken care of as it should be, there is
no reason why there should not be sport for everybody for years to come, and not only that,
but more of it than at the present time. If it is not taken care of, then there is every probability that we will be brought to the same state that exists in Europe, where practically the
only men who can get any bird shooting are those in a position to rent land and preserve the
shooting for themselves.
"While the small game is the most important to the people of the Coast, the big game
naturally holds first place among the residents of the Interior, and for several reasons has
received greater attention.
The main reason is because a direct revenue is obtained from it,
and it brings large sums of money into the country, whereas the amount of revenue from the
small game is next to nothing, and though it cannot be denied that it puts an enormous
amount of money in circulation, the actual amount of money it brings in is very small. Also
a much greater degree of protection can be afforded the big game with a limited expenditure,
as compared with the small game on the Coast.
This season has shown what two or three
men under salary can do in certain sections of the Interior; whereas to have attained the
same results with the birds over a similar area on the Coast, treble the men would have been
required.
With regard to the big game in the Interior, the past season has amply demonstrated
that game can be protected, and probably multiply, in spite of the greater demand for sport,
and that it is simply a question of funds being found for the purpose of employing reliable
men to carry on patrols. This is imperative ; Deputy Game Wardens not under salai-y are all
very well as far as the moral effect they have is concerned—some of them have, it is true,
shown themselves keen and energetic—at the same time, it is out of the question to expect
them to give up their time and neglect their own occupations when it is doubtful if they can
obtain any convictions, and even if they do, whether the half-fine of the sentence imposed would
be sufficient to compensate them for their time thus lost.

I n the last report some complaint was made of the magistrates imposing too light
penalties. This has not been the case the past year, as, with one or two exceptions, sufficiently
heavy fines have been imposed on offendei-s, and, for the first time in the history of the country,
gaol sentences have been inflicted for the more serious offences.
A most noticeable feature of the past year has been the great interest and assistance
given to game protection by the press—nearly every paper in the country having devoted a
good deal of space to the subject—which has undoubtedly done a great deal towards arousing
public interest and in showing that the fish and game are of monetary value as well as a relaxation from the monotonous grind of daily existence.
Time, of course, demonstrates the necessity of further amendments to the Act being
passed—most of which were fully dealt with in the last report—so that there is hardly need
to go over the ground again.
The general conclusion arrived at is that, considering that game protection may be considered to have only just started, a fair amount has been accomplished. I t must, however, be
admitted that what has been done is merely a first step, and that ten times more remains to be
done. One of the first things that requires rectifying is that the Game Warden's office be kept
open regularly throughout the week, and not be closed for days, and even weeks, at a time during
his enforced absence, when all correspondence is of necessity neglected ; people making either
inquiries or complaints find nobody in, and tourists who expect to obtain information about
guides, game districts and means of access thereto, after making several attempts, give it up
in disgust, and often go elsewhere for their shooting.
Then a number of salaried deputies
should be employed, and provision made for the employment of specials on important cases
where extra help is needed.
Most of the deputies should, if possible, be given permanent
positions, otherwise it will be extremely difficult to get suitable men ; their services would be
required pretty well the year round, especially if, as appears to be contemplated by the Act,
forest protection is added to their duties.
Funds for these purposes must be forthcoming—whether from the general revenue, or
from a licence for carrying fire-arms for sporting purposes—it matters not how, so long as they
are obtained, but, unless they are forthcoming, game protection simply cannot be put on a
satisfactory footing and though it may be possible to check the decrease of the big game in one
or two districts for a few years,, it will be out of the question to ever expect it to be the regular
paying asset it should be, and the fishing and small game will be a thing of the past to al
except the favoured few who can afford to protect their own preserves.
ENFORCEMENT OF THE LAW.

Considering the amount of assistance at present employed, it must be admitted that there
is a decided advance with regard to the enforcement of the game laws, but it is to be regretted
that there is yet much room for improvement, especially so at the Coast, where the topography
of the country makes convictions very hard to obtain and the ever-increasing population tends
to make infringements more plentiful.
Time after time complaints have come in and have had to be neglected owing to more
important cases being in hand, and the difficulty of obtaining suitable help at short notice to
attend to them.
Almost every section of the game laws that it is possible to break on the
Coast has been broken, and, unless a number of men are employed under salary, with suitable
means of transportation to patrol this territory, matters cannot be remedied to any great
extent.
The Provincial Police are, of course, always ready to render assistance, whenever
opportunity occurs, and they have succeeded in obtaining some important prosecutions, but, of
necessity, the time they can give to such work must be limited.
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I n parts of the interior of the Mainland a better condition exists, but it will yet require
a number of permanent men before satisfactory enforcement of the laws is brought about. The
Lillooet and Fernie Districts of the Mainland, where Deputy Game Wardens under salary have
carried on an active patrol during the whole of the summer, have made the greatest advance.
I n Lillooet the raids of the Chilcotin and other Indians in the summer months, that were so
disastrous to all species of game, have been entirely stopped, and the number of ewe mountain
sheep that they killed during the fall has been limited ; tourists have not killed game before the
season opened; their camps, as well as those of residents, have been visited, licences inspected,
and the number of trophies in their possession counted. The previous large sale of mountain
sheep heads, while not yet entirely stopped, owing to the difficulty of proving that an actual
consideration had changed hands, has, at any rate, been checked, and the parties who have
bought and sold are now so well known and watched that convictions for this offence are even
now imminent.
I n Fernie District an active patrol has also been carried on, and, while owing to the large
number of aliens in the mining towns, as well as a railroad running through the centre of the
district, and other causes, the enforcement of the game laws has been of greater difficulty than
otherwise would be the case, still the amount of good done has been of the greatest value.
Then the district being an organised one, and Indians and others on the same footing as far as
game laws are concerned, the wapiti and other protected animals have had some chance. The
fact that most hunting parties of our own Indians have had their camps visited has had a most
beneficial effect.
I n both the above-mentioned districts there is but little doubt that a vast improvement
has been made over former years, and the game is already feeling the benefit of it.
I t is to be regretted that it has not been possible to say the same of Columbia District
adjoining.
Once teeming with game of almost every description—a veritable hunter's
paradise—it is now almost depleted of big game, and has even had its magnificent fishing
ravaged by the market hunter. Some good work has, however, been done. A patrol was
carried on in the Kootenay Valley for a few weeks with a view of collecting game licences from
tourists coming in by way of the passes from Alberta, and a careful watch has been kept on
the Stoney Indians, and while a few of the latter were reported to have got in for a short
time, even if this rumour was true, their number was limited and they were not in long enough to
do any serious harm. A piece of good work that must also be mentioned was the sending out
of two special constables to inquire into the reported killing of a cow and calf moose, and the
culprits were apprehended and severely punished. The game laws are, however, being continuously broken in this district, and the necessity of adopting similar measures to those in the
districts before mentioned is very apparent.
An improvement has been made in northern British Columbia, where Indians from the
United States have been poaching on our trapping and hunting. This has been largely due to
the courtesy of the United States Consul in Vancouver and the Governor of Alaska, whose
assistance was asked and willingly given.
Throughout the country the collection of game licences from non-residents has received a
great deal of attention, and quite a number of $50 fees have been collected. I n the vicinity of
Sumas, near the International Line, owing to the energy of a Deputy Game Warden, thirtyfour $5 game licences were collected, and the previous raids of men from across the border,
who were in the habit of coming for the purpose of duck and other shooting, have been
practically stopped.
An effort was also made to apprehend some of these parties who were in the habit of
coming across and hunting deer with dogs in the vicinity of Aldergrove, but, unfortunately,
the efforts were unsuccessful.
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An amount of work has been done with a view of getting prosecutions for illegal sale of
and exportation of game trophies, but without any substantial results. Evidence is, however,
hard to obtain, and until the " Game A c t " is amended in this respect the best results cannot
be obtained.
On the Mainland it has been possible to carry on a systematic search for illegally killed
game of all sportsmen when out hunting, stores dealing in game, cold storage, etc., and though
only a few convictions have resulted, the fact of this searching being carried on has had a most
beneficial effect.
CONVICTIONS.

During the eighteen months previous to the appointment of a Provincial Game Warden
the number of convictions under the " Game A c t " was small.
No authentic account of the
number is obtainable, but as far as can be learned ten convictions would about cover the total,
and the fines obtained from them would not exceed $1.00 at the outside.
In July, 1905, the appointment of a Provincial Game Warden took place, and from that
time until January 1st, 1906, twenty-three convictions were obtained, and though the fines
in the majority of cases were merely nominal, one fine of $100, another of $80, and five of $50
each, brought the total up to $880, in addition to costs.
Returns of convictions for the present year are incomplete, but so far 36 can be reported,
of which the following is a list:—
No. of
Cases.
1
1
1
1
4
1
3
4
2
1
2
1
1
1
2
9
4

Offence.

Sentence.

Having cow wapiti in possession
Killing wapiti out of season

One month in gaol.
Two weeks in gaol.
Two weeks and one week in
[gaol.
No fine, suspended sentence.

Killing deer out of season

Selling deer out of season

,

Having hen pheasant in possession
Trespass in pursuit of game
Killing marten out of season

No fine, suspended sentence.

A few of these were only test cases with merely nominal fines or none at all imposed,
but in the majority the punishment was more severe. Fines totalling $581.00 were inflicted,
and in a few cases gaol sentences were imposed.
NON-RESIDENTS.

Again a considerable increase in revenue from this cause can be reported, but, owing to
many influences, for instance, immunity afforded by a Free Miner's Certificate, failure of
tourists to take out a licence, etc., the amount is considerably less than what it should have
been. A number of tourists who failed to take out licences are also reported to have entered
the Province by way of the various passes from Alberta with hunting outfits, which worked a
double wrong, as not only did the revenue suffer, but as well did the local merchants from the
fact that both guides and supplies were obtained outside the Province.
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The Lillooet district still leads as a favourite for big game hunting—the town of Lillooet
having had some 25 tourists outfit for this sport, as well as a few others who outfitted at
Ashcroft. Cassiar comes second with 21.
The question of raising the present big game licence of $50 should be given consideration in the near future. Some of the tourists have themselves suggested it, provided sufficient
protection was afforded the game. I t is argued, and rightly so, that those who come here to
hunt big game are generally in a position to pay a $100 licence, and would willingly do so for
the privilege of hunting in a country where there is such a variety of valuable big game as
there is in this Province, if they could only rely on not finding it all hunted out by Indians
and irresponsible whites. If the game in this country was protected in a thorough manner
for a few years then the sport obtained here in comparison with the rest of the continent,
would be well worth even a $150.00 licence. Take what has been done in Cassiar this season
by the 21 people who hunted in that district, and their guides ; the total bag included 17 moose,
63 sheep, 29 caribou, 17 goats, 6 grizzly bear, I I black bear, 1 black fox, 1 cross fox and a
number of red foxes. The whole of this bag was obtained in a few weeks' hunting, and could
probably have been doubled if the tourists had all had previous experience in hunting, and
been desirous of making a slaughter. Surely such sport is worth more than the present
licence.
A non-resident licence for fishing would have been the means of bringing in quite a sum
of money this season. There were quite a number of tourists fishing for salmon at Campbell
River, and also a good many trout fishing in different parts of the Province.
Returns up to date show that 110 game licences have been issued, including 69 big game
and 41 limited licences, making a total revenue of $3,650.00, in comparison with $2,720.00 for
1905, and $1,700.00 for 1904.
NON-RESIDENTS AND THEIR VALUE.

I t has been argued by a number of people, who have not thoroughly considered the
subject, that while the game should be protected, it should be protected only for the residents
and not for tourists who come here to hunt, and that the coming of the latter class should be
discouraged. Nobody will dispute the contention so far as the game protection is concerned,
but it is necessary to consider the other aspect more closely.
As far as the fish, birds, deer and goats are concerned, nearly everybody who wishes can
manage to get off once in a little while to have a day or two's sport with them, but it is an
entirely different matter when such game as moose, wapiti, mountain sheep and grizzly bear
are considered. A very small fraction of the population of this Province has either the time,
money, or inclination to go after such game. Possibly a few prospectors, here and there, a
man who lives close to the haunts of such game and has horses and a knowledge of the
country, and an occasional man from one of the towns would about cover the lot. Apart
from the above, the big game would only benefit the Indians, and nobody else would be any
the better off for it.
Now, the tourist does practically no harm to the game, and the money he leaves here
does a great deal of good—it all goes into general circulation, tends to the general prosperity,
and so everybody gets something out of it, either directly or indirectly.
Except in a few districts, the amount of money left here in this manner may not make
any appreciable difference at the present time, but it can be made to increase to an extent
sufficient to do so. Even as it is, one or two districts would have been in very different
circumstances had it not been for the non-resident sportsmen who were here this fall. Take
Lillooet for instance, where, as before stated, some 25 hunters outfitted this season, and a
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very large amount of money found its way into the hands of the stores, hotels, guides and
men who own or beeed horses. Not only has the sport in that direction been good, but so
much satisfaction has been felt by the tourists at their general reception and fair treatment
that there is every reason to expect a large increase in future years.
Now, while the Lillooet district has many advantages over other parts of the country,
inasmuch as it is easy of access, has a large stock of the much sought after common big horn,
and quantities of mule deer, goats and grizzly bear, and, in addition to this, being such a
splendid country to travel in, and having one of the finest climates on the face of the earth,
making it a regular sportsman's paradise; still, when all is said and done, it is but a very
small part of the Province, and for quantity of game can hardly be compared with the
enormous extent of country in the north. In the latter area are still to be found miles and
miles of country, some of it splendid sheep ground, and all of it abounding in moose, caribou,
goat and bear, yet the greater part of it has hardly been visited by anybody save an odd
trapper or Indian. Possibly the majority of this territory is at present too difficult of access,
but every year this difficulty is being gradually removed, and before long it is likely that it
will be a most famous hunting country.
There is every reason, therefore, to expect that in a few years, where we have one tourist
now, we will have hundreds ; there is room for them if we only protect the game ; when,
apart from the increased circulation which must as a consequence take place, the direct revenue
to be obtained will doubtless more than pay for our big game protection.
UNORGANISED DISTRICTS.

W i t h the exception of all municipalities and the Electoral Districts of Greenwood, Grand
Forks, Similkameen, Kamloops, Okanagan and Fernie, the whole of the Province is unorganised.
I n unorganised districts certain privileges under the Game Act are accorded farmers, surveying
parties, free miners and Indians. With regard to the first two classes mentioned, there is
nothing much to be said, as, so far, they have not abused these privileges, but it is a very
different matter with regard to free miners and Indians.
The Game Act reads: " T h e Provisions of this Act shall not apply to men actually
engaged in placer mining or prospecting in unorganised districts with regard to game killed
for food." I t also says the same with regard to deer killed by Indians for food. The intention
of this clause is good, but, unfortunately, it can be and is taken advantage of.
This season a number of non-residents, several of whom should have known better, made
a deliberate attempt to evade the $50 game licence by this means, and while some of them, on
pressure being brought to bear, thought it advisable to take out their licences, there is little
doubt but that a number were successful in evading them. One party even went so far as to
buy prospectors' picks, and while it was apparent that they did not have the slightest
intention of prospecting, this fact could not be proved, though every effort was made to do so.
Then consider what this clause gives such a man liberty to do. H e may kill any of our
valuable big game, no matter what sex or age, in the hottest weather, when he could only use
a few pounds of the meat before the rest would have spoiled, and then he may kill more ; he
may kill the females of any kind of animal and bird in the breeding season, when not only is
the meat unfit for food but the young will be left to die a lingering death ; he may kill our
newly-imported game birds, even if he finds them on their nests ; he may run deer with dogs ;
he may kill moose in East Kootenay, where an entire close season for these animals has been
declared by Order in Council; and, should any game reserves be created in unorganised
districts, he is at liberty to make these reserves his favourite hunting grounds and at the same
time defy interferance, on the ground that he is prospecting and wants the game for food.
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I t may be said that this is an exaggerated view to take, and that even if there were such
men their number would be small. Experience has, however, made it certain that there are
such men and that while the number may be small at the present time it is increasing so fast
and is liable to assume such proportions that, unless the clause is amended in some way,
game protection will be greatly menaced.
The case of the Indians may not be quite so bad, but it is bad enough. They can kill moose
and any of the deer tribe in any game reserve created in an unorganised district, and while
they are not allowed to kill does or fawns between February and August, it is almost impossible
to enforce this restriction, because as soon as an animal is killed it can be immediately
butchered and its sex and age hidden.
In the last report the question of Indians killing game was pretty thoroughly gone into,
and it was pointed out that the Indian could, if he chose, make his living by the sweat of
his brow just as well as anyone else.
This year has not only amply demonstrated this fact, but also that if he were forced to
do so it would tend towards the general prosperity of the country. Everybody knows how
scarce labour has been during the past summer and what trouble farmers and ranchers have
had to harvest their crops, and what an aid the Indians might have been had they chosen to
get down to steady work. Wages have been high and they could have made enough during
the summer to have kept them for the whole year, and yet numbers of them would not work
at all, and the majority of those who did only did so by fits and starts. As long as they
could hunt, or put in weirs to trap trout or salmon on their way up the streams to spawn, and
do an occasional day's work to get enough money to buy a little tea and sugar, they were contented, and the idea of steady work was scouted. I t must be admitted that this state of
things is most unsatisfactory, and that while the question is necessarily a vexed one, at the
same time it is to be hoped that the day is not far distant when stricter measures will be
enforced.
GAME RESERVES.

The formation of game reserves has been mooted from time to time, and has lately
attracted more attention than ever. I t is felt that unless tracts of land are at once set apart
for this purpose the finding of suitable spots will be extremely difficult. At the present time
there can be found small territories in almost every district which are unoccupied and there is
nothing to hinder their thorough protection. This is not liable to be the case for many years
and the necessity of creating these reserves, while it can be done, cannot be too strongly
urged.
Not only have our own people taken an interest in this matter, but noted sportsmen from
Great Britain, the United States, and other countries—men who have travelled all over the
world in quest of sport and whose opinion must be valuable—have pointed out the benefits
accruing from such reserves in other countries. That such sanctuaries for game would insure
some of our most valuable species from destruction and also assist in keeping the surrounding
country well stocked, is not the only benefit derived. The game in any well protected reserve
soon becomes so tame that anybody, man, woman, or child, can have an opportunity of seeing
and watching it. There are numbers of people who either are unable or have not the means
to take a costly hunting trip, who could and would take the greatest pleasure in spending a
short holiday in the vicinity of some game reserve where they could have a chance of seeing
such game as mountain sheep, or even deer or goats. I t would also prove an attraction for all
classes of tourists.
DESTRUCTION OF GAME BY PESTS.

There is a considerable amount of game of all sorts being destroyed by wolves, panthers
and other pests.
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I n Cassiar the number of wolves seems to be on the increase, and the frequent finding of
half-picked bones of sheep and calves of moose and caribou tells only too plainly the damage
done by these animals. Reports of the ravages of wolves have been constantly received,
the veracity of which has been substantiated by a number of tourists who were hunting in
that district this season.
From Vancouver Island the same tale comes with regard to the slaughter of deer, as well
as the calves of wapiti, by both wolves and cougars.
I n southern British Columbia deer, goat, and the few remaining bighorn are paying a
heavy toll to cougars, while everywhere eagles are undoubtedly destroying numbers of the
young of sheep and goats.
When the amount of game one of these animals killed in a year and its value to the
country is taken into consideration, it must be admitted that even if a few thousand dollars
has to be expended every year in their extermination, the money would be well invested.
Supposing it was necessary to put a $10 bounty on wolves, their death would be very cheap at
the price. I t is, of course impossible to say how many head of game either a wolf or cougar
destroys in a year, but there can be but little doubt that ten times the amount of game is
killed in a year by such pests than by all the tourists put together.
There is no bounty at all on wolves in unsettled districts and as their skins are not of
sufficient value to make it worth anybody's time hunting them, they are allowed to continue in
their work of destruction unmolested. If there was a $10 bounty on them it is probable that
a good many would be destroyed.
The bounty on cougars is $7.50, but even that is not large enough to make it worth anybody's while to make a business of hunting them. With the bounty raised to $10, and the
Order in Council changed so that it would not be necessary to destroy the whole head to
obtain the bounty, thereby rendering the skin worthless, many of these pests would most
likely pay the penalty.
Dealing with the eagles would be a simpler matter. A little strychnine carefully placed by
responsible persons away up on the sheep and goat grounds would soon thin them down.
T H E QUESTION OF FUNDS.

So far the essence of what this report has endeavoured to show is that if our game is to
be properly protected, game reserves must be established, all pests that prey upon game
destroyed, the game laws amended, and a sufficient staff of salaried men employed to enforce
them, for all of which purposes funds must be provided. Now, the question of where we are
to obtain these funds must be considered, as the amount of revenue derived from non-resident
licences is not at the present time sufficient to protect the big game. I t is quite possible, and
even probable, that in the future it will bring in a surplus, but certainly not enough to as well
protect the birds and small game as they should be protected, and additional funds must be
procured elsewhere. Where, then, is the amount to come from 1
This question has been pretty well threshed out in the eastern Provinces of Canada and
also in the United States, and it has been decided that as the small game is of the greatest
benefit to the majority of sportsmen, the latter should bear the principal burden of paying for
its protection. The result in Ontario, New Brunswick, Manitoba and Quebec of a licence for
carrying firearms for sporting purposes having been imposed is that game protection is well
administered. In the majority of the States resident licences are also in vogue, with the result
that the shooting has been enormously improved. As an example of what can be done, the
State of Illinois may be quoted, where the resident licence is only 75 cents. I n this State the
revenue derived in 1904 reached the figure of $109,597, and in 1905 it went up to $120,873,
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with the result that not only is the game protected as it should be, but game birds are imported in large numbers and even then they have a surplus. During the winter of 1905 they
purchased 16,000 quail and are now importing 1,000 Hungarian partridges; they are also
distributing 5,000 English and Chinese pheasants and are keeping 1,000 birds on hand to
breed from. I n this Province we have, after a great deal of effort, succeeded in importing a
few black game and capercailzie. Of course, the State of Illinois has an enormous population,
and even if our license was increased ten-fold we could not hope to begin to realise the same
amount of money, still we would have less sportsmen to provide game for.
Again, there are numbers of sportsmen who are perfectly aware of the good to be derived
from such a licence and are very much in favour of it, but also there are others who would
prefer things as they are, fearing, perhaps, that an increased protection staff would tend to
put a stop to poaching proclivities, to which some are so unfortunately addicted ; others, perchance, have never sufficiently considered the subject, or appear to have an idea that such a
course would be adopting European methods or interfering with the rights of citizens.
Such an idea is eri'oneous. Game protection in Great Britain is a matter entirely in
private hands, and the receipts from the licences go into the general revenue. Our aim is to
have our fees applied towards the protection and fostering of the game, and should be an
incentive to all to help in its accomplishment. I t stands to reason that to a true sportsman
the imposition of a small licence will not be grudged. The idea of prohibition is a senseless
one, as sport of all description entails a certain pecuniary outlay, and why should not this
apply to one of the greatest of all sports ?
I t is not the intention of this report to say what shall or shall not be done in this regard,
but simply to point out what is necessary to be done and a means to accomplish that end.
Public opinion must, of course, render a verdict.
MOUNTAIN SHEEP.

The season for sheep seems to have been a good one and some splendid trophies were
obtained. There are, of course, large areas of sheep-grounds as yet untouched by hunters,
which will undoubtedly in future years yield a rich harvest to the country. Depredations
from wolves are growing to an alarming extent, and it is most advisable that some preventative
measures be taken. With proper precaution, the sheep in the Chilcotin and Lillooet Districts
would in time, doubtless, be as numerous as formerly. I n the Lillooet District a great
scarcity of lambs is apparent. This is owing partly to the ravages of wolverines and eagles
amongst the young animals, and partly to the disturbance of the rams by hunting during the
mating season. When this commences the rams leave their ranges and band with the ewes,
but being constantly hunted and disturbed by sportsmen, often go back to their summer
ranges, where they attempt to winter and perish of starvation.
WAPITI.

The extra protection these animals have had in East Kootenay seems to be already bearing some fruit, as a fair number have been reported, and though a few are rumoured to have
been killed by Indians, even if this is the case, the prospects of their increase is brighter than
formerly. With regard to the wapiti on Vancouver Island, there seems to be some difference
of opinion as to the number still in existence. A few claim that they are yet to be found in
great numbers and that the scarcity on the Coast is not because they have been killed oft', but
simply because they have been driven back into the interior. Others assert that, at the
present rate of extermination, the wapiti will soon be a thing of the past on the Island.
Exhaustive inquiries have been made on this subject, and while it is undoubtedly a fact
that there is a fair stock of these animals and that their immediate extermination is not
imminent, there is little doubt but that their number has been and still is being sadly reduced.

I t is true that a good number of fine trophies of these animals have been obtained this season,
but obtaining them has, in most cases, necessitated three times the work it would have a few
years ago. Reports from absolutely reliable sources all agree as to the great scarcity of bulls
and the almost utter absence of calves, and that where big bands of cows could be seen ten
years ago, small bands are now scarce. With regard to the absence of calves, the wolves and
cougars are certainly in a great measure responsible, and, to give them any chance, these pests
must be reduced. The latter, however, are not entirely responsible, as the finding of four
wapiti calf-skins in the deserted hut of a trapper will bear proof.
I t may be said that the wapiti is about the easiest of all game animals to kill, and thus is
in need of the greatest protection. I t is almost extinct on the Mainland, where at one time it
could be found in large numbers, and the same fate must sooner or later await it on Vancouver
Island, unless greater care is taken of it. There is no nobler game animal on the face of the
earth, and for this reason, apart from its value as an asset, every means should be taken and
no expense spared to save it from extinction.
MOOSE.

I n Kootenay quite a number of moose have been seen during the past fall, and though it
is to be deplored that a cow and a calf were killed, the gaol sentence meted out to the offender
will undoubtedly have a good effect.
No reports have been received of the number of these animals in the Tete Jaune Cache
country. There are, however, rumours of the Alberta Indians coming over into that district
in increasing numbers for the purpose of hunting, and it is to be hoped that preventative
measures can be taken before any more damage is done.
I n Cassiar moose seem to be abundant, and some splendid heads were obtained this fall.
If it were not for the number of calves destroyed by wolves, these animals would continue to
increase.
CARIBOU.

The season in Cassiar seems to have been a disappointing one. Last year caribou were
extremely plentiful, while this year the reverse has been the case.
As caribou often change
their grounds for certain periods, this does not mean that they have been destroyed.
Near Revelstoke caribou are reported to be more plentiful than for some years, owing,
doubtless, to less hunting.
I n the Okanagan these animals seemed to be more numerous last spring, but the fall
hunting was disappointing.
From northern Chilcotin, and from the Clearwater Lakes in the Cariboo District, reports
of caribou are good.
MOUNTAIN

GOAT.

There seems to have been an increased demand for trophies of these interesting animals
and more have been killed than for some years past.
Except in a few places, there does not
seem to be any diminution of their numbers, and in some districts they can be found in large
quantities.
DEER.

Reports concerning deer are generally favourable.
The increased protection afforded the
mule deer in the Lillooet, Chilcotin and South-East Kootenay has already had a favourable
result, and should this winter be not too severe there is every prospect of a large increase.
I n Okanagan and North-East Kootenay they are still very scarce, but they seem to be
doing better in Similkameen.
On the Lower Fraser the coast deer are certainly more numerous than they have been for
many years past.
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BEAR.

Owing to the greater restrictions placed on bear hunting in Alaska, more people are
turning their attention to this Province as a place to obtain grizzly bear.
This animal has
now become so scarce all over the southern part of the continent that its value as a trophy is
becoming enormous, and numbers of men will spare no expense or time in endeavouring to get
them. There are still quite a number of these animals in many parts of the Province, and
in the north they may be said to be quite numerous. The grizzly bear almost always frequents
places unfit for settlement and it is a most exceptional thing for them to do any damage to
stock, and there is no reason why they should be exterminated.
BEAVER.

The protection these animals have had has already had a wonderful effect. All over the
southern part of the Mainland, and on Vancouver Island as well, colonies are springing up,
and if they continue to increase at the present rate there should be a large stock at the end of
the six years' close season.
WILDFOWL.

Weather conditions were doubtless responsible to some extent for the noticeable scarcity
of wildfowl at the beginning of the season, though, as a matter of fact, their numbers are yearly
becoming less. There is a general opinion, and it is the case in many countries, that wildfowl
shooting must disappear before the march of civilization, but with proper preserves and protection this need not be so. The simple remedy of reserving small tracts of land at various
places and feeding and protecting the birds would assure good shooting for a long time to
come.
PHEASANTS.

Considering the enormous increase of sportsmen, the number of pheasants bagged cannot
be complained of. I n some places the quantity of birds has more than doubled this year, while
in a few spots the number has not been up to the average. The question of opening a part of
the season for shooting hen birds has been greatly discussed, and while a number favoured the
idea before the season commenced, the majority of them came to the conclusion later on that
it would be unadvisahle.
That there are too many hen pheasants in some places cannot [be
denied, but then, again, in other places it is equally certain that there are too few, and to
legislate properly on the matter would necessitate a change one way or the other every few
miles, which would be impracticable; and even if it were possible, the only result would be
that the young hens would be shot, and the old hens that should be shot would escape.
Whether it would be possible to adopt the happy medium of having the season open for
hens and cocks at the same time, and depend upon our sportsmen to pick out only the old
birds, is problematical; but if such could be done, it would meet the present difficulty.
Unfortunately, other than true sportsmen have to be reckoned with.
BLACK GAME AND CAPERCAILZIE.

The long contemplated introduction of black game and capercailzie has as last materialised,
and it is with the greatest pleasure that it can be reported that a number of both species of
these birds have been turned down in several places.
Whether the experiment will prove a
success remains to be seen, but there is every reason to hope and expect that it will. Whether
it does or does not should not, however, detract from the credit due to the few good sportsmen
(not only residents of this country, but also of Great Britain and the United States) who gave
assistance of a financial nature, and to the others who devoted a great deal of time to the
matter. The country in general should be extremely grateful to Mr. Chaldecott, the originator
of the scheme, who has spared neither his pocket nor his time in his endeavours in this regard,
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and also to Mr. Musgrave, who has likewise done everything in his power to establish the birds
on Vancouver Island. They are magnificent sporting birds, and no matter to what extent they
may increase will never be injurious to crops or detrimental to other species.
The 46 black game and 30 capercailzie which were purchased in Copenhagen were
shipped from there on September 20th, arriving in Vancouver on October 10th. Of the 76
birds shipped 74 arrived alive, which speaks well for their condition when shipped and the
care taken of them on the way. On arrival, the birds were uncrated and turned into pens in
Stanley Park, Vancouver, to recuperate. On October 12th seven black cock, twelve grey hens,
and five cock and nine hen capercailzie were shipped to Victoria. These birds were received
in good condition, with the exception of one black cock, which died on the way. The black
game were then divided and given their liberty at Duncans and Saturna Island. The capercailzie were turned down in the vicinity of Cowichan Lake, apparently in good condition.
The remaining birds at Vancouver were held for a few days more, for the weaker ones to
regain their strength. Unfortunately, an epidemic of diarrhoea carried off a number of them
before the nature of the malady was discovered. The weather was also very wet, which
undoubtedly was injurious.
Of the black game left, four black cocks and twelve grey hens were turned out at
Dewdney, on the north bank of the Fraser, close to Nicomen, a distance of about fifty miles
from Vancouver.
The remaining capercailzie, consisting of three cocks and five hens, were given their
liberty at Trout Lake (now called Lake Buntzen), on the North Arm of Burrard Inlet, about
fourteen miles up the harbour from Vancouver.
While the total loss of birds was 19 out of 76, in view of the distance they had to travel,
the amount could not be considered excessive, and, as a number of them have been seen at
intervals apparently in perfect condition, it is quite probable that the experiment will give
satisfactory results.
GROUSE.

I t was generally expected that the grouse shooting would show an enormous improvement this season, as there seemed to be more birds about in the spring. The hopes entertained
were not realised, and very poor bags were the rule.
Several years will have to elapse and very careful protection given these birds before they
can be expected to recover from the effects of the enormous amount of market hunting that
took place a couple of years ago. The legislation that was passed prohibiting the sale of these
birds saved them from utter depletion, but whether this is in itself sufficient is doubtful, and
the advisability of shortening* the shooting season must be considered.
QUAIL.

I t cannot be said that the quail have j e t proved a success in this Province.
Close to
Victoria they seem to be doing well, but on the Mainland, after increasing to a certain extent,
they seem to either migrate or else they die from some disease.
EUROPEAN PARTRIDGE.

The most encouraging reports of these birds come from Langley, where there are always
a number to be seen. A t Chilliwack they are also doing well, but those on the Delta do not
seem to have thrived to the same extent.
PRAIRIE CHICKEN.

The year seems to have been an unusually bad one for prairie chicken, and few good bags
were made.
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