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RETURN
To an Order of the House for a return of all papers and correspondence from any
person or persons with the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works, or any
official in the Department of Lands and Works, or any letter or letters on file in
the said Department, dealing with the rate of wages paid, or to be paid, or dealing
in any way with the rate of wages of the men on Government roads and trails
in the Revelstoke Riding of West Kootenay.
W. C. WELLS,
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works.
Lands and Works

Department,
5th May, 1902.

REVELSTOKE, B. C , July 30th, 1900.

The Honourable
The Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works,
Victoria.:
S I R , — I have the honour to inquire what rate of wages is now to be paid to men on
public works, as I understand an advance has been made. Am I to pay the Road Superintendent, or is he to be paid as formerly ?
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

H. N. COURSIER,

Government Agent.

TROUT LAKE CITY, B. C , August 3rd, 1900.

S I R , — I have just received a letter from Mr. Gamble, finding fault with the number of
men to each foreman. There are three foremen on work that must be done at once. I t is
impossible to pay the men under one or two foremen, as they are miles apart.
The trouble is that it is nearly impossible to get men at $2.50 per day, when the standard
wages is $3 per day. The men we get are generally those who are unable to secure work
elsewhere, and take to Government as last resort.
There is nothing so dear as a cheap man, and I am satisfied that the Government will be
gainer by bringing up to the standard of the district, as we can then pick our men, something
we cannot do at present.
Hoping you will be successful in doing this,
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

H.

MCPHERSON,

Superintendent.
T. Taylor, M.P.P.,

Victoria, B. C.
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MEMO, FOR M R . GAMBLE.

Re Letter from Government Agent at Revelstoke.
1. The Chief Commissioner asks you to instruct Mr. Coursier, in your letter of reply to
his of the 30th ultimo, herewith returned, that there has been no advance in wages, and that
he will act under instructions already given him.
Road

Superintendent.

2. The Road Superintendent will be paid as under the practice already adopted.
(Signed)

W. M C N E I L L ,

Secretary.
VICTORIA, B. C , 4th August, 1900.
W E S T KOOTENAY, REVELSTOKE RIDING.

S I R , — I n reply to your letter of the 30th ultimo., re rate of wages, I am to inform you
that there has been no advance in the rates.
With reference to the payment of the Road Superintendent, Mr. Hugh McPherson, you
will pay him his salary monthly, submitting his vouchers to this office with your " p a i d " stamp,
as you do with other vouchers.
Mr. McPherson's salary is to be at the rate of $100 per month, with reasonable travelling
expenses when engaged on Government work.
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

F. C. GAMBLE,

Public Works

Engineer.

II. N. Coursier, Esq.,
Government Agent, Revelstoke, B. C.

TROUT LAKE CITY, B. C ,

August 3rd,

1900.

SIR,—Your letter of July 31st received and contents carefully noted, and I have to inform
you that the statement that I have 6 foremen looking after 26 men is false. As you will see
by the time sheets, there are 48 men under these 6 foremen.
One of these gangs, Bobert Scott in charge, is on emergency work between 8 and 10-mile
on the Ferguson Road. This portion of the road has never been used for anything but taking
supplies.
Lately the " Triune " mine has been shipping ore over this part of the road, and as
a consequence it is cut to pieces, especially between 9 and 10-mile; it will have to be widened,
corduroyed and graded.
D. A. Williams and gang are working between 1 and 2 miles from Trout Lake. This
part has received no attention since the road was built, and was in a very bad condition. I t
is a side-hill cut above the Lardeau Biver. Two waggons have already gone over the bank,
and to prevent further accidents I put this gang to work.
Between 10 and 11 miles from Thomson's Landing the road had received no repairs;
the ground is low and needed corduroying and ditching. I put a gang on here, Charles Olson
in charge. These are all the foremen at present employed on the Ferguson and Trout Lake
Road.
On Fish Creek there are two gangs, one on rock work, the other rock work and repairing
trail. These two gangs could not be put together, as there is a perpendicular cliff between
them. To-morrow I will lay off one of these gangs.
On the South Fork Trail John Atkinson is at work with 4 men, all he could hire. This
trail was impassable and hard to be repaired, as there are over 200 mines and prospects tributary to it.
On July 29th I put Thomas H o m e to work on the North Fork Trail, with the same
number of men.
All this work, with the possible exception of the two gangs on Fish Creek, could be
c lassed as emergency work.
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The standard wages paid here for outside work is $3 per d a y ; consequently, it is very
hard to get men at $2.50.
Mr. Taylor, M. P. P., informs me that during August $3 per day will be paid. A t this
rate we will be able to secure all the men required to complete the work.
You also call my attention to forwarding weekly reports. This has been done, and you
should have received report on the same date as your letter was written.
If you would take into consideration the fact that the gangs on Fish Creek and the one
on the South Fork are 40 miles apart, and that to collect these reports it is necessary for me
to travel a total distance of 96 miles, you would not be surprised if they were a day or two late.
In conclusion, I might say that your instructions will be carried out to the best of my
ability, and I think you will find on investigation that we are having better work done for
less money than has been done in the past.
Hoping this will prove satisfactory.
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

F. C.
7. Gamble, Esq.,
Public Works Engineer,

H . MCPHERSON,

Superintendent.
Victoria, B. C.

REVELSTOKE, August 14th, 1900.

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works,
Victoria.
S I R , — I am in receipt of time sheets for month of July from foremen Hillman and
Dawdney, for work on Fish Creek, and duly certified to by Superintendent McPherson, in
which the men are rated at $3 per day. Will you kindly let me know if this rating be correct.
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

H. N. COURSIER,

Government Agent.

VICTORIA, B.C., August 15th, 1900.
MEMO, FOR M R . GAMBLE.

The Chief Commissioner desires to confer with you on the salary of $5.25 per day paid to
the Clerk of Works at Rossland.
He also notices that some men (Clarke, Buller and others) now working on Fish Creek
Trail, are being paid $4 per day, and wishes to know the reason.

VICTORIA, B. C , 15th August, 1900.
BEVELSTOKE BIDING, TROUT LAKE DIVISION.

SIR,—Having reference to the wages to be paid the men on the Trout Lake waggon road,
I am instructed to inform you that, owing to the exceptional circumstances this month, the
wages of the men employed by you on the above road may be $3 per day, on the distinct
understanding that this rate is only to remain during the month of August. After that date
the wages will be reduced to the usual rate, viz., $2.50 per day.
I t is to be distinctly understood that inferior hands are not to be paid or engaged on this
road, and it is also understood that this rate includes rock-men.
I have, &c,
(Signed)

Hugh McPherson, Esq.,
Road Superintendent,
Trout Lake City, B. C.

F . C. GAMBLE,

Public Works Engineer.
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[TELEGRAM.]

VICTORIA, 16th August, 1900.

H. N. Coursier, Revelstoke, B. C:
Wages, $3 per day for month of August only, Trout Lake waggon road and Fish Creek
Trail.
(Signed)

F. C. GAMBLE.

TROUT LAKE CITY, B. C , August 24th, 1900.

F. C. Gamble,
Public Works Engineer,

Victoria, B. C.

DEAR SIR,—Your letter of August 15th received and contents noted. In reply would
say that the Government has lost nothing by the raise in wages to $3 per day.
On repairs it is hard to get at the exact amount of work done, with the exception of
corduroying. On this item the cost of laying has been decreased 30 per cent. W e are picking
our men, and the quality is improving every day, as it is no longer looked on as a disgrace to
work for the Government. Under these circumstances, I think the Department would make
a grave mistake in reducing wages to the old figure; we would lose our best men, and have to
replace them by incompetents, who are unable to secure work elsewhere.
Hoping you will take this view of the matter and continue the wages at the presont rate,
I have, &c,
(Signed)

H . MCPHERSON,

Superintendent.

ARROWHEAD, August 25th, 1900.
The Hon. the Chief Commissioner,

Victoria.

S I R , — I have the honour to report that I have returned this far, after paying off men for
labour on public roads up to the end of July. I n this connection I beg to state that the men
who worked on Fish Creek Bluff, and are paid at $2.50 per day, complain that they were
engaged at $3, to commence at the beginning of the works.
I have been unable to make a settlement with those who furnished animals on the Trout
Lake and Lardeau work, as they positiveiy refuse to accept anything less than the rates at
which the animals were hired by the Superintendent, and for which the time and rates have
already gone forward to your Department.
This leaves an arrears for horse hire on the
works referred to, commencing May 1st up to the end of July.
I t is now my intention to go to Fire Valley and pay off these.
I have, &c,
(Signed)

H . N. COURSIER,

Government

Agent.

VICTORIA, B. C , 29th August, 1900.
BEVELSTOKE RIDING, LARDEAU DIVISION.

SIR,—With reference to the rate of wages to be paid to men and horses in the Lardeau
Division of Revelstoke Biding, the Honourable the Chief Commissioner has established the
following rates, viz.: —
For all work done previous to the 1st August, the following rates will be paid :—
Wages for men
$2 40 per day.
For one horse
2 50
n
II
cart
1 00
n
II
team, 2 horses and drivers
8 00
n
After the 1st of August, the rates for horses and teams shall be—
For single horse .
$2 00 per day.
II
II and cart
2 75
n
For 2-horse teams, with teamsters
6 00
n
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The rate for men shall be $3 per day up to the 15th September, for 10 hours' work. After
the 15th September the wages shall be at the rate of $2.50 per day for 10 hours' work. For
men working less than 10 hours, they shall be paid at the rate of 25 cents per hour only.
I have, &c,
(Signed)

Hugh McPherson,. Esq.,
Road Superintendent,
Trout Lake City, B. C.

F. O. GAMBLE,

Public Works

Engineer.

VICTORIA, B.C., 29th August, 1900.

SIRS,—In reply to your letter of the 22nd instant, I have to inform you that the following rates have been established by the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, viz. :—
For all work done previous to the 1st of August the following rates shall be paid :—
Wages for men
$2 50 per day.
For one horse
2 50
. u
II
cart
1 00
n
II
team—2 horses and driver
6 00
n
After the 1st August the rates for horses and teams shall be:—
For single horse
it
horse and cart
For 2 horses and teamster

$2 00 per day.
2 75
II
6 00
n

The rate per day for men shall be $3 per day up to 15th September for 10 hours' work.
After the 15th September, the wages shall be at the rate of $2.50 per day for 10 hours' work.
Men working less than 10 hours shall be paid at the rate of 25 cents per hour only.
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

F. C. GAMBLE,

Public Works Engineer.
Messrs. Craig ds Hillman,
Thomson's Landing, B. C.

VICTORIA, B. C , 29th August, 1900.

S I R , — I n reply to your letter of the 22nd instant, I have to inform you that the following
rates have been established by the Honourable the Chief Commissioner, viz. :—
For all work done previous to the 1st of August the following rates shall be paid :—
Wages for men
$2 50 per day.
For one horse
2 50
II
II
cart
1 00
II
II
team—2 horses and driver
6 00
n
After the 1st August the rates for horses and teams shall be.-—
For single horse
II
and cart
For 2 horses and teamster

$2 00 per day.
. 2 75
u
6 00
n

The rate per day for men shall be $3 per day up to 15th September for 10 hours' work.
After the 15th September, the wages shall be at the rate of $2.50 per day for 10 hours' work.
Men working less than 10 hours shall be paid at the rate of 25 cents per hour only.
You will please observe these rates, and so inform Mr. H . McPherson, Road Superintendent.
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

F. C. GAMBLE,

Public Works Engineer.
H. N. Coursier, Esq.,
Government Agent, Revelstoke, B. C.
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REVELSTOKE, B.C., August 31st, 1900.

The Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands ds Works,
Victoria.
S I R , — I have the honour to inquire, does the raise of wages for men and horses, as set
forth in letter from the Chief Engineer dated August 29th inst., apply to Lardeau Division
only, as stated, or are they to prevail in Trout Lake Division as well ?
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

H . N. COURSIER,

Government Agent.

TROUT LAKE, B. C , July 22nd, 1901.

Hon.

W. C. Wells,
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works,
Victoria, B. C.:

DEAR SIR,—You will remember our conversation on evening of 13th inst., in Driard
Hotel, with reference to rate of wages paid to men on Government roads and trails throughout
the Province. You will remember also that I have met you on a great number of occasions
on the question of wages, and I think you will admit have been most consistent in my
advocacy of a $3 per day rate, and you were good enough to allow our men a rate of $3 per
day for a short time during last season. You, however, decided towards the close of last
season's work to adopt a uniform rate for the interior, which you gave me to understand
would be $2.50 per day.
I t has been brought to my notice quite recently that men in the Slocan Biding, on exactly
similar work to ours, are getting from $2.50 to $3 per day; and Mr. Houston, through his
paper, the " Nelson Tribune," has stated that the rate of wages on Government roads and
trails in the Nelson Biding is $2.50 per day of 9 hours and $3 for a day of 10 hours.
Now, if this is the case, I must say I am certainly at a loss for an explanation as to your
reasons for discriminating against this Biding, where the cost of living is much greater than
it is either in the Slocan or Nelson Ridings.
I would, therefore, feel much obliged if you would kindly inform me as to the true state
of affairs at your very earliest convenience, and must insist that this Riding be placed on the
same footing as regards the question of wages as the Nelson and Slocan Ridings.
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

THOMAS TAYLOR.

VICTORIA, B. O , 29th July, 1901.

'

S I R , — I have the honour, in the absence of the Hon. the Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works, to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 22nd inst., re rate of wages for
Government roads and trails.
The Chief Commissioner will return to the city about t h e 8th of August, when your
communication will be placed before him for his consideration.
I have, etc.,
(Signed)

W M . MCNEILL,

Assistant to Chief
Thos. Taylor, Esq., M.P.P.,
Revelstoke, B. C.
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