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REPORT
Of a Committee of the Honourable the Privy Council approved by His Excellency
the Governor-General, covering a Report of the Honourable the Minister of
Justice, on the Act3 passed by the Legislature of the Province of British
during the Session of 1883. •
Bv Command.
JNO. ROBSON,
Provincial Secretary's Of/ice,
Provincial Secretary.
7th April, I884.
The Under Secretary of State for Canada to His Honour the

Lieutenant-Governor.

OTTAWA, 24th March, 1884.
S I R , — I have the honour to transmit to you herewith, for the information of your Government, a copy of a Report of a Committee of the Honourable the Privy Council, duly approved
by His Excellency the Governor-General, on the subject of the Acts passed by the Legislature
of the Province of British Columbia during its first Session of 1883, and Chaptered from 1 to
37 inclusively, together with a copy of the Report therein referred to of the Honourable t h e
Minister of Justice, to whose observations on certain of the Acts you arc requested to call the
attention of your Government.
You will observe that His Excellency has not exercised the power of disallowance with
respect to any of the Acts passed, save Chapter 27, which was by Order in Council, dated the
17th October, 1883, disallowed.
I have, &c,
,

(Signed)

G. POWELL,

Under Secretary of State.
Copy of a Report of a Committee of the Honourable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor-General in Council, on the 25th February, 1884The Committee of the Privy Council have had before them a Report, herewith attached,
dated 10th of January, 1884, from the Minister of Justice, with respect to the Acts passed by
the Legislature of the Province of British Columbia during the first Session of 1883, and
Chaptered 1 to 37 inclusively.
The Committee advise that the power of disallowance be not exercised with respect to any
of the said Acts, save Chapter 27, which was by Order in Council, dated 17th clay of October,
A. D. 1883, disallowed.
The Committee further advise that a Despatch, based upon this Minute if approved, be
forwarded by the Secretary of State to the Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia, callingattention to the observations of the Minister of Justice on several of the said Acts.
(Signed)

. J. J. MCGEE.

DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE, OTTAWA,

10th January, 1884.
To His Excellency the Governor-General in Council:
The undersigned begs leave respectfully to report upon the Acts passed by the Legislature
of the Province of British Columbia during the first Session of 1883.
Chap 5—" An Act relating to County Courts," establishes County Courts for the several
districts therein named and defines the jurisdiction of the Courts. This Act was probably
suggested by the difficulties which arose in regard to the districting of the Supreme Court
Judges.
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The Act assigning the districts of the Judges of the Supreme Court of the Province having
been pronounced within the powers of the Legislature of British Columbia, the undersigned,
when at British Columbia last year, arranged with the Government of that Province that Mr.
Justice McCreight should be assigned to the district of New Westminster, and Mr. Justice
Walkem to the district of Kamloops, and also that an Officer, to be at the same time County
Court Judge and Stipendiary Magistrate for Cariboo and Lillooet, should be appointed by the
two Governments, the Dominion paying his salary as Judge, and the Province of British
Columbia his salary as Stipendiary Magistrate. For the present it is only therefore necessary
to make provision for the salary of the Judge of the Couilty Court of Cariboo.
A question arose as to whether inconvenience in the Administration of Justice might
not be occasioned by the existence of this Act, in view of the fact*that the other County Court
Judges were not appointed, but by reference to Sec. 34 it will be seen that it is provided that
in all cases where from any cause the office of a County Court Judge in any district shall be
vacant or not filled up, it shall be lawful for any Judge of the Supreme Court to perform the
duties of a County Court Judge in such district, and he shall have all the powers of a County
Court Judge for such a purpose; and any Judge of the Supreme Court when in the Electoral
District of Cassiar may hold a County Court there.
I n view of these facts, the undersigned respectfully recommends that this Act be left to
its operation.
Chap. 1 0 — " A n Act to amend the 'Sumass Dyking'Act, 1878.'" Certain settlers at
Matsqui interested in the reclamation of lands referred to in this Act petitioned for its disallowance, on the ground that it is an alteration without their consent, and against their
protest, of the bargain formulated by the "Sumass Dyking Act, 1878;" that it is ex post facto
and retroactive in its operation; that its provisions are unfair and tyrannical, and that it is a
private Act introduced and carried through the House of Assembly by the vote of its promoters.
The undersigned when at British Columbia had the advantage of hearing personally from
the promoters of the Act, and from those opposed to it, their representations in support of their
respective views. I n addition, Mr. Sword, the promoter of the Act, put his reply in writing.
From the papers, and from all that was said, the undersigned is not prepared to state that
the Petitioners have sustained the grounds taken in their petition, but without expressing an
opinion in respect of the merits of the case, the undersigned is of opinion that the Act is
within the authority of the Legislature of British Columbia, and he respectfully recommends
that it be left to its operation.
Chap. 14—" An Act relating to the Island Railway, the Graving Dock, and Railway
Lands of the Province," has been repealed, and a new Act, in accordance with the arrangements made between the undersigned, for the Government of Canada, and the British Columbia
Government, substituted in lieu thereof.
Chap. 2 5 — " An Act to Incorporate the Columbia and Kootenay Railway and Transportation Company," was reported upon on the 25th September, 1883.
I n that report the undersigned recommended that the British Columbia Government be
invited to ask the Legislature to amend the Act by providing that nothing therein contained
should authorize the Company to establish a line of steamships between the Province of British
Columbia and any foreign country, and that further action in regard to the Act be deferred.
This recommendation was approved by Order in Council 19th October, 1883.
The undersigned has lately received from Mr. Smithe a telegram stating that a Bill,
embodying the amendments to this Act suggested in that report, had been passed without
division.
Chap. 26—" An Act to Incorporate the Fraser River Railway Company," was reported
upon on the 25th clay of September, A. D. 1883, and was by Order in Council of the 17th day
of October, A. D. 1883, disallowed.
Chap. 27—" An Act to Incorporate the New Westminster Southern Railway Company,"
was reported upon on the 25th clay of September, A. D, 1883, and was by Order in Council of
the 17th day of October, A. D. 1883, disallowed.
The undersigned respectfully recommends that the remaining Acts of the said Session,
the titles and chapters of which are as follows, be left to their operation, namely:—
Chap.
„
,,
„

1—" An
2,—"An
3—"An
4 — " An

Act
Act
Act
Act

to amend the ' Interpretation Act, 1872.' "
to amend the 'Coal Mines Regulation Act, 1877,' "
to encourage Coal Mining."
to amend the ' Coroners' Amendment Act, 1882,' "
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Chap. 6—" An Act to fix the times for the holding of Courts of Assize and Nisi Prius,
and of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Delivery." •
,, 7—" A n Act to repeal the ' Provincial Superior Court Act, 1882.' "
„
8—" An Act to repeal the ' Creditors' Relief Act, 1880,' and for other purposes."
,, 9—" An Act to facilitate the Attachment of Debts."
„ 1 1 — " An Act to amend the law of Evidence."
„ 12—" An Act relating to Ferries in Municipalities."
,, 1 3 — " An Act for the better protection of certain Animals and Birds."
,, 15—" An Act respecting Jurors and Juries."
„ 1 6 — " A n Act to remove disqualifications of Justices of the Peace in certain cases."
,, 17—" An Act to amend the 'Land Act, 1875,' and the 'Land Amendment Act,
1882.'" '
,, 1 8 — " An Act to amend the ' Married Women's Property Act, 1873.' "
„ 19—" A n Act to amend the ' Mineral Act, 1882.' "
„ 20—" An Act granting to James J. May and Charles W. D, Clifford the sole right
to prospect for Minerals contained in lodes on Vitalle Creek, Omineca."
„ 2 1 — " An Act to amend the ' Municipality Act, 1881.' "
,, 22—" An Act to annul the Letters Patent establishing a Municipality on Salt
Spring Island."
,, 2 3 — " An Act to legalize the Appointments of certain Provincial Officers."
„ 24—" An Act to amend an Act granting to John Adair, jr., and Joseph Hunter the
right to erect a clam at the outlet of the Quesnelle Lake and to mine the
bed of the South Fork River and other lands."
,, 2 8 — " An Act to authorize Robert Dunsmuir and Wadham Neston Diggle to construct a Railway to connect the South Wellington Wharf, at Departure
Bay, and the South Wellington and Wellington Railways."
29 —" An Act to regulate the Gauge of Sleighs."
30- —" An Act relating to the appointment of Stipendiary Magistrates."
31 —" An Act for granting certain sums of money for the Public Service of the
J>
Province of British Columbia."
)) 32 —" An Act relating to the Official Map of the City of Victoria."
33- —" An Act to Incorporate the Victoria Transfer Company, Limited."
.34 —" An Act amending the law relative to the Qualification and Registration of
J)
Voters.
») 35 —" An Act relating to the construction of 1a Waggon Road through Eagle Pass."
?>
36 —" An Act for the protection and relief of the Yale Fire Brigade."
37 —" An Act relating to the extension of Yates Street, in the City of Victoria."
)•>

(Signed)

A. CAMPBELL,

Minister of Justice.

