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By Command.
A. 0. ELLIOTT,
Provincial Secretary.
Provincial Secretary's Office,
llh April, 1877.

Copy of a Report of a Committee of the Honourable the Executive Council, approved by
His Excellency the Lieutenant-Governor on the 30<A day of January, 1877.
The Committee of Council having had before them the letter of the Honourable
the Provincial Secretary, dated 27th January, 1877, addressed to the Honourable the
Minister of the Interior of Canada, respecting the manner of adjusting the Indian land
claims, recommend that the said letter attached to this report be adopted, and that it
form a portion thereof.
The Committee further request that if this report be approved by His Excellency
the Lieutenant-Governor, the Honourable the Provincial Secretary be authorized to
forward the letter to the Honourable the Minister of the Interior.
Certified,
(Signed)

"W. SMITHE,

Minister of Finance and Clerk of the Executive Council
The Provincial Secretary to the Minister of the Lnlerior.
VICTOEIA, B. C, 27th January, 1877.
SIR,—I have the honour to bring before your notice the extremely expensive
method now in operation of adjusting the difficulties existing between the white and
native population of this Province, and which the Commission appointed Ly the
Dominion and Local Governments have been authorized to determine.
From the large number of Indians in this Province, the subject is naturally one of
grave anxiety to the Provincial Government, but to preclude the possibility of any
luture controversy arising between the two Governments in respect to the apportionment of lands to the native tribes, I should recommend that whilst the Commission, as
now constituted, be allowed for the present to persevere, their labours should be entirely
confined to places where the whites and natives are living in close proximity, and to
those localities where the Indians are dissatisfied with the area of land of which they
now hold possession. Throughout the greater portion of this Province the Indians are,
and will be for many years to come, completely isolated, having little or no intercourse
with the whites; and in these remote places no difficulties are likely to be experienced.
It will therefore be apparent to you, that should the present elaborate and cumbersome mode of dealing with the Indian lands be continued until the entire number
and extent of the reserves throughout the Province bo determined and appropriated,
many years will necessarily elapse before the work can be completed; whilst the costs
to both Governments must be excessive, and entirely disproportionate to the results
attained.
For these reasons I consider the actions of the present Commissioners should be
restricted to the settlement of difficulties in the places referred to. All existing difficulties could be adjusted, and the Commission dissolved towards the close of the present
year, should this suggestion be adopted. After the dissolution of the present Indian
Commission, the Superintendents of Indian affairs in their respective localities should
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apportion, as soon as possible, all t h e lands remaining unallotted or unreserved by t h e
present r Commission.
The lands thus apportioned should however bo subject to the approval of t h e Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works, acting on behalf of the Provincial Government,
before being finally gazetted as Indian reserves. In t h e event of any differences existing between t h e Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works and t h e Superintendents of
Indian affairs, as to size or extent of lands to be allotted to a n y Indian tribe, t h e matter
could be referred to one of t h e Judges of t h e Supreme Court, whose decision should be
final.
The manner suggested in t h e foregoing observations would appear t o be t h e only
method of arriving ac a settlement of the boundaries of t h e lands to be reserved for t h e
sole use of t h e various Indian tribes throughout t h e Province, within a reasonable time,
or without a continuous and excessive expenditure.
In conclusion, I beg to add t h a t great convenience would be afforded if, upon t h e
perusal of this communication, a telegraphic message were dispatched, expressing
approval, or otherwise, of t h e substance of t h e foregoing remarks.
I have, e t c ,
(Signed.)

A. C. ELLIOTT.

Provincial Secretary.
Copy of a Report of a Committee of the Honourable the Privy Council, approved by His
Excellency the Governor-General.in
Council on the 2Srd February, 1877.
On a Eeport dated 22nd February, 1877, from t h e Honourable t h e Minister of t h e
Interior, stating t h a t he has had before him the letter of the Honourable t h e Provincial
Secretary of British Columbia, dated the 27th ult., respecting t h e manner of adjusting
t h e Indian Land Claims at present under consideration of t h e joint Commission appointed by t h e Dominion and Local Governments in August last.
T h a t t h e Provincial Secretary states that, should t h e present mode of dealing with
the Indian lands be continued until the entire number' and extent of t h e reserves
throughout the Province be determined and appropriated, many y e a r s will necessarily
elapse before the work can be completed, whilst t h e cost to both Governments must be
excessive and entirely disproportionate to t h e result attained, and he recommends t h a t
the labours of t h e Commissioners should be restricted to those places where the whites
and natives are living in close proximity, and to those localities where t h e Indians a r e
dissatisfied with t h e area of hind ot which they now hold possession.
That this portion of the labours of t h e Commissioners might be completed before
the close of the present year, when t h e Commission might be dissolved.
That, after t h e dissolution of the Commission, t h e Superintendents of Indian Affairs,
in their respective localities, should apportion as soon as practicable all t h e lands
remaining unallotted or unreserved by the present Commission, such apportionment to
be subject to t h e approval of the Chief Commissioner of Lands and W o r k s of British
Columbia, acting on behalf of the Local Government; and in t h e event of a n y difference
between the Superintendents and the Chief Commissioner as to t h e extent or locality of
the lands to be allotted, t h e matter might be referred to one of t h e Judges of t h e
Supreme Court of t h a t Province, whose decision should be final.
T h a t t h e suggestions of t h e Provincial Secretary have been approved by t h e . Local
Government of British Columbia by their Order in Council of t h e 30th ultimo., in which
the letter of t h e Provincial Secretary is referred to and embodied.
T h a t t h e plan suggested by the Provincial Secretary is also approved by Mr.
Superintendent Powell.
The Minister recommends that, for t h e reasons assigned in t h e letter of t h e
Provincial Secretary, t h e mode of adjusting the Indian hind difficulties suggested in
that letter (a copy of which is hereunto attached) be adopted by t h e Government of t h e
Dominion.
The Committee submit t h e above recommendation for Your Excellency's approval.
Certified,
(Signed)

W. A. HIMSWORTH,

Clerk Privy Council.

