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PAPERS 

Relating to the Claim made by the Imperial Government for re-payment of 

Advances made to the Colonies of British Columbia and Vancouver Island for 

the construction of Lighthouses. 

By Command, 

T. BASIL HUMPHREYS, 

Provincial Secretary. 

Provincial Secretary's Office, 

12th April, 1880. 

The Secretary of State for Canada to the Lieutenant-Governor. 

OTTAWA, 5th February, 1879. 

SIR,—I have tbe honour to transmit to you herewith a copy of a Despatch, with 
enclosures, from the Bight Honourable the Secretary of State for the Colonies, with 
reference to a claim of Her Majesty's Treasury of £6,246 19s. 10d., for advances made 
to the Provinces of British Columbia and Vancouver Island for the erection of 
Lighthouses in Fuca Straits and Esquimalt Harbour, Vancouver Island. 

I have to request that you will bring these documents under the early notice of 
your Government, and that you will inform me whether they will approve of the claim 
being paid by the Government of the Dominion and charged to account of British 
Columbia. I have, etc., 

(Signed) J. C. AIKINS, 
Secretary of State. 

ENCLOSURE, NO. 1. 

Sir M. Hicks-Beach to the Earl of Dufferin. 

DOWNING STREET, 30tb August, 1878. 

MY LORD,—I have the honour to transmit to Your Lordship herewith a copy of a 
letter from the Treasury enclosing a correspondence which has taken place between that 
Department and the Board of Trade in regard to advances made from moneys voted by 
Parliament between the years 1859-60, and 1862-63, inclusive, for the erection of 
Lighthouses in Fuca Straits and Esquimalt Harbour, Vancouver Island. 

The enclosed Memorandum, which has been prepared in this Department, fully 
explains the circumstances in which these advances were made to the Provinces of 
British Columbia and Vancouver Island, and as tbe amount which is now claimed, viz., 
£6,246 19s. lOct, has never been repaid, I request that you will bring this matter to the 
notice of your Government in order that steps may be taken for the payment to the 
Imperial Treasury of the amount due. 

A schedule of the correspondence which took place with tbe Governors of British 
Columbia and Vancouver Island upon the subject of these advances is annexed. 

I have, etc., 
(Signed) M. E. HICKS-BEACH. 
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ENCLOSURE, No. 2. 

The Treasury to the Secretary of the Board of Trade. 

TREASURY CHAMBERS, 4th June, 1878. 

S I R , — I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of H e r Majesty's Treasury to 
request you to inform the Board of Trade tha t the attention of the Lords Commissioners 
of Her Majesty's Treasury has been directed to the following sums which were voted by 
Parliament for the erection of Lighthouses in Fuca Straits and Esquimalt Harbour, 
Vancouver Island, upon condition (as expressed in a foot-note to the Estimates for 
Lighthouses abroad for the years in question,) tha t one-half the same should be 
eventually repaid from the Bevenue of the Colony of British Columbia, viz.:— 

In 1859-60 £ 7,000 
In 1861-62 5.000 
In 1862-63 494 

£12,494 
My Lords request to be informed what was the actual expenditure in respect of the 

above grant , and whether, so far as the records of tho Board of Trade may shew, any 
sum has been yet recovered from the Colony, or any correspondence, has taken place, 
since 1863, regarding the re-payment or remission of the debt? 

Their Lordships would be glad to obtain this information in time for its insertion 
in the "Statement of Unrepaid Advances made to Colonial Governments from Votes of 
Par l iament ," which is to be appended to the Financial Accounts for 1877-8, now in course 
of preparat ion. I am, etc., 

(Signed)' W M . L A W . 

ENCLOSURE, N O . 3. 

The Board of Trade to the Secretary of the Treasury. 
BOARD OF TRADE, 16th July, 1878. 

SIR,—With reference to your enquiry of the 4th June, 1878, relative to the votes of 
Par l iament for the erection of Lighthouses in Fuca Straits and Esquimalt Harbour, 
Vancouver Island, in the years 1859, 1860, 1861, 1862 and 1862-63, amounting to £12494, 
I am directed by the Board of Trade to acquint you, for the information of tho Lords 
Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury, that the total of the votes, less 3rd surrendered 
to the Exchequer, viz., £12,493 19s. 7d., was expended, of which no sum has been 
recovered by the Board of Trade from the Colony, nor has any correspondence taken 
place with this Department regarding the repayment or remission of the debt. 

I have, etc., 
(Signed) A.STOULHAM. 

ENCLOSURE, N O . 4. 

The Treasury to the Under Secretary of State. 
TREASURY CHAMBERS, 22nd July, 1878. 

S I R , — I am directed by the Lords Commissioners of Her Majesty's Treasury to 
t ransmit to you copy of a correspondence which has taken place between the Board of 
Trade and this Department in regard to advances made from moneys voted by 
Par l iament between the years 1859-60 and 1862-63, inclusive, for the erection of 
Lighthouses in Fuca Straits and Esquimalt Harbour, Vancouver Island, and 1. am to 
request tha t the same may be laid before Secretary, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach. 

I have to state tha t my Lords presume tha t when British Columbia wasincorporated 
with the Dominion of Canada, tho lat ter became responsible for the liabilities of tha t 
Colony, inclusive of the debts owing by the Government of Vancouver Island, and my 
Lords would request, therefore, tha t the subject may be brought to the notice of the 
Government of Canada with a view to some arrangement lor the repayment to Imperial 
Funds of the sum on account of the Lighthouses, v i z , £6,246 19s. 10i., which will be 
represented in the Financial Accounts as due by the Dominion of Canada. 

I have, etc., 
(Signed) W I L L I A M L A W . 
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