PROVINCIAL INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL.

SUPERINTENDENT'S EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT.

To His

Honour THOMAS W.

Lieutenant-Governor

PATERSON,

of the Province of British

Columbia.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR :

The report of D. Donaldson, Superintendent of the Provincial Industrial School,
Vancouver, from December 1st, 1911, to November 30th, 1912, is herewith respectfully
submitted.
W. J. BOWSER,
A ttorney- General.
Attorney-General's Office,
Victoria, B.C., January

16th, 1913.

PROVINCIAL INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL.
SUPEEINTEBDENT'S EIGHTH A E ^ T J A L EEPOET.

Honourable W. J. Bowser, K.G.,
Attorney-General, Victoria, B.C.
S I R , — I have the honour to submit to you and the Honourable Members of the Legislature
the Eighth Annual Report of the Provincial Industrial School of British Columbia from
December 1st, 1911, till November 30th, 1912.
During the year twenty-seven boys have been admitted, making a total of 196 since the
institution was opened on February 1st, 1905. Twenty-three left during the year; five were
paroled by His Royal Highness the Governor-General; six were pardoned by His Honour the
Lieutenant-Governor; five were released by the Juvenile Court, on condition that they report
regularly each month to the Superintendent; five were liberated on termination of sentence.
One boy left without leave and made his way to the United States and has not been recaptured,
and one boy, William Wigman, had his sentence cancelled by His Lordship Justice Morrison
of the Supreme Court, on a technicality because that His Honour Judge Shaw of the Juvenile
Court had neglected to run his pen through the words " Police Magistrate," and write instead
" Judge of Juvenile Court."
A t present there are fifty-seven boys in the institution.
Countries where born.—Of the fifty-seven boys at present in the school, thirty-nine were
born in Canada (of these one is an Indian, another a quarter-breed), seven being of Irish
descent, ten of Scotch descent, ten of English descent, two of French descent, 2 of Italian
descent, 2 of Slavonic descent, and four of German descent. In regard to the other eighteen,
one boy was born in Ireland, one in Austria, six in the United States, seven in England, and
three in Scotland.
During the year nine boys made their escape from the school, eight of whom were
recaptured very shortly afterwards. " W h y do boys run away 1" is a question that we have
often tried to solve, seen that it has always been our endeavour to make the institution a real
home'for boys. In reply to such a question put to runaway boys themselves on their return,
the answer invariably has been, " I don't know, sir." One reason I think is that upon entering
the school they find it extremely irksome to be under restraint and not able to do just as they
please as they had been accustomed to, but find that they must submit to law and authority.
Another reason is the terrible eraving that comes over them for tobacco, as with very few
exceptions the boys that enter the school are confirmed cigarette fiends, and the intense longing
for a smoke is such that they are prepared to run all kinds of risks in order to gratify the
appetite. Also to boys who have been in the habit of attending cheap shows almost nightly,
hanging around pool-rooms, and reading the most exciting kind of yellow literature, they find
it hard to reconcile themselves to the simple life. However, it is astonishing how these same
boys later on settle down and become interested in the work of the school, and in many cases
become the most trusted boys in the institution. One instance in point might be mentioned,
when a few weeks ago a couple of boys ran awaj - , after sending out all my officials in different
directions, there was one other important position out in the adjoining bush which should be
guarded until midnight. On looking around for a trusty among the boys, the one selected by
the Superintendent was a boy who himself had run away the year before. In fact, upon
several occasions runaway boys have been recaptured by their schoolmates and brought back
to the institution.
The general health of the boys during the year has been good, that is, we have had no
cases of infectious diseases. A t the same time a number of the lads who entered the school
during the year required almost immediate hospital and medical treatment.
One boy, part
Indian, has been a heavy expense to the Government, and required a great deal of careful

