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To

His

Honour

FRANK STILLMAN BARNARD,

Lieutenant-Governor

of the Province of British

Columbia.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR :

The undersigned has the honour to submit herewith the Second Annual Report of the
Superintendent of the Provincial Home for Girls.
All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. J. BOWSER,
Attorney-General.
Attorney-General's

Department,

Victoria, B.C., March 3rd, 1916.

PROVINCIAL INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR GIRLS.
Honourable W. J. Bowser, K.C.,
Attorney-General, Victoria, B.C.
S I R , — I have the honour to submit to you and the Honourable Members of the Legislature
the Second Annual Report of the Provincial Industrial School for Girls for the Province of
British Columbia, from December 1st, 1914, to November 30th 1915.
This is our first report for a full year's work, and even now we can scarcely refer to results,
as, most of the girls having been committed to either an indefinite period under section 16 of
the "Juvenile Delinquents A c t " of 1908 or an undefined period of not less than two years
under section 6 of the "Industrial Home for Girls A c t " of 1912, we have not yet come up to
the time for their release.
Number of Inmates received.—During the year thirteen girls have been received, making
a total since the opening on April 3rd, 1914, of thirty-five girls, thirty-four of whom are still
inmates.
Released on Parole.—One girl, an American citizen, who was committed from Vancouver
and whose parents had returned to the United States, was allowed out on parole at the end of
fifteen months, to go to her home in Seattle.
Length of Sentences.—Most of the commitments have been made under sections of the
two Acts previously mentioned, consequently there was only one this year who was committed
for a definite period—viz., until she is fourteen years of age.
Age of Girls at Commitment.—Sixteen years, 1 ; fifteen years, 3 ; 14 years, 5 ; thirteen
years, 2 ; twelve years, 1 ; eight years, 1.
Nationality.—Four girls are of English descent, two of Scotch descent, two of American
descent, one of German descent, one of Newfoundland descent, one of French descent, one of
Canadian descent, and one of Jewish descent.
Countries where bom.—Four girls were born in England, two in Scotland, two in the
United States, and five were born in Canada.
Charges under which committed.—Incorrigibility,
8; vagrancy or wandering abroad, 3 .
common bawdy-house, 1 ; theft, 1.
Escapes.—One girl has made two attempts to escape during the year and four others have
made one attempt each, but I am pleased to say that in each case the plans were frustrated
owing to close oversight, and we still have them all with us.
Health.—I am pleased to say that, with one exception, there has been nothing more than
the usual small ailments amongst the girls. One girl has undergone a serious operation, but is
now almost as strong as before. The girl mentioned in our last report as suffering from a longstanding nerve trouble still suffers, and I fear is likely to do so.
Playgrounds.—We made mention in our last report that we hoped to be able to do more
in the line of outdoor exercises this year, and while some improvement has been made,
especially for the summer months, owing to the war and financial conditions connected therewith, we have not been able to extend our outdoor operations as much as we hoped. We are
looking for greater progress in this line during the coming year. We are still looking forward
to the time when we will have a fully equipped gymnasium.

