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REPORT OF THE PROVINCIAL BOARD OF HEALTH.
PROVINCIAL BOARD OF HEALTH,

VICTORIA, B.C., April 30th, 1913.
The Honourable Dr. Young,
Provincial Secretary, Victoria, B.C.
S I R , — I have the honour to submit the Sixteenth Annual Report of the Provincial Board
of Health for the year ended March 31st, 1913.
No epidemics of a serious nature have occurred during the past year.
SMALL-POX.

I t is gratifying to report that only twenty-five cases of small-pox have occurred during the
past twelve months. These cases were all of the mild non-virulent type previously noted in
my report of last year, and none were fatal. Recent successful vaccination effectually prevents
this disease, so there is no necessity for any one contracting it. This Department has provided vaccine points free of charge upon the request of any one residing in the Province.
Strict quarantine and fumigation and cleaning of all fomites and apartments have been carried
out whenever the disease occurred.
DIPHTHERIA AND SCARLET FEVER.

Three hundred and fourteen cases of diphtheria, with a mortality of 12.42 per cent., have
been reported in the whole Province. While this is a larger number of cases than occurred
last year, Still the mortality is slightly lower. What has been said of the use of diphtheria
antitoxin in all my past reports I can only repeat. The use of this product in the treatment
of diphtheria is truly miraculous. In all Government districts, and I think in all municipalities, antitoxin is provided free of charge for indigent cases. This is very good, so far as it
goes, but I beg to recommend that in future antitoxin be provided free in all cases in the Government districts, and that municipalities be recommended to do likewise. This would ensure
its being employed in all doubtful and early cases, and would no doubt lessen the mortality of
this dread disease.
Of 582 cases of scarlet fever, nine were fatal (1.54 per cent.). Strict quarantine and
proper cleansing and fumigation are most important in preventing the spread of the disease.
Unfortunately, many mild ambulatory cases of scarlet fever, frequently unrecognized and often
not seen by a medical man, have occurred and kept this disease so prevalent.
An epidemic at Rossland gained considerable headway owing to weak and inefficient management on the part of the municipal authorities. Dr. Miller was sent from Victoria to
investigate this outbreak, and his report is appended.
Careful medical inspection of schools, backed up by well-organized local health departments, should tend more than anything else to reduce the prevalence of scarlet fever.
TYPHOID FEVER.

This disease still remains the most fatal and prevalent of all diseases in our Upper
Country. While 439 cases, with a mortality of forty-nine (11.16 per cent.), have been
reported, yet more cases have occurred.
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During the past year notices were sent out broadcast throughout the Province, drawingattention to the value of typhoid inoculation in the prevention of this malady. I n many parts
of the Province, with the support of many of the medical profession, this matter was eagerly
taken up, with the result that a large amount of typhoid vaccine was distributed free of charge ;
and the results have been most gratifying. I respectfully recommend that the Province
continue in the wholesale distribution of this biological product, as its saving in life and health
is most important from an economic point of view in the progress of the country.
Reports on the use of typhoid vaccine show :
(1.) Sixty-one thousand six hundred and twenty-two British soldiers immunized in
India during 1911. Typhoid incidence in the immunized, 1.7 per thousand ; I n
those not immunized, 6.7 per thousand—a case reduction of 75 per cent. Death,
rate in immunized, 0.17 per thousand; not immunized, 1.15 per thousand—a
mortality reduction of 85 per cent.:
(2.) Eighty-two thousand United States soldiers immunized up to July 1st, 1912.
The typhoid-rate dropped from 3.03 per thousand in 1909 to 0.3 per thousand in
1912—a reduction of 90 per cent.:
(3.) Twenty-four thousand seven hundred and ninety-five Japanese soldiers immunized
in 1909. Comparison of 12,915 immunized soldiers with 20,245 not immunized,
living under the same conditions, shows one (1) case per thousand among
immunized, 14.52 cases per thousand among those not immunized—a reduction
in the typhoid rate among the immunized of 93 per cent.:
(4.) Thirty thousand persons immunized in Memphis, Tennessee, during a recent
typhoid epidemic; 517 of these were children one to five years of age. The
Department of Health Report says : " W e believe from our experience that it
saved our city from a most serious epidemic of typhoid fever " :
(5.) Two thousand and forty-four persons immunized in Baltimore during 1911-12.
Not a single case of typhoid occurred among these persons. I n 309 hospital
nurses and attendants immunized, there were no cases of typhoid. Among
82 nurses and attendants not immunized, there were 7 cases :
(6.) One thousand three hundred and eighty-one nurses and hospital attendants in
Massachusetts hospitals were immunized. Only two cases of typhoid fever
developed. With immunization, typhoid incidence was nine times greater.
That vaccination is harmless is shown by the fact that 62,000 anti-typhoid inoculations
have been made in the United States Navy since January 1912. Only a small fraction of 1
per cent, of those immunized had reactions requiring excuse from duty ; and of the 263,842
immunizations tabulated above, no harmful results followed.
I beg to draw your attention to a discrepancy existing between the reports of infectious
disease and the reports from District Registrars of deaths from infectious diseases, as shown
in the following table :—
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As you will observe, the returns of scarlet fever and diphtheria correspond, showing that
the reports of the various Medical Health Officers are correct. With typhoid, the difference
in returns is due to the prevalence of this disease in camps, chiefly railway constructioncamps. I trust that, with the appointment of a medical officer as sanitary inspector of camps,
this discrepancy will not again occur. This figure, ninety-nine deaths, surely is a strong
argument for the encouragement of typhoid inoculation.
After study of the above returns, I beg to quote from my report of last year as follows :—
"According to the ' H e a l t h A c t ' (sections 83 and 86), all cases, or suspected cases, of
scarlet fever, small-pox, diphtheria, cholera, typhus or typhoid fever, whooping-cough, mumps,
or other contagious disease are to be reported to the Medical Health Officer of the municipality
or district by the attending physician and the head of the household in which the disease
occurs. A penalty is attached for the neglect of these duties, but seldom has action been
taken for their non-observance.
" I n many countries fees are paid to the medical practitioners for the reporting of certain
infections, and it has been found that this has made the returns much more complete than
they ever were previously.
" I beg to recommend, therefore, that a fee of 50 cents be paid to medical practitioners
for the reporting of each case of small-pox, scarlet fever, diphtheria, typhoid fever, and tuberculosis (in active stages in which tubercle bacilli are found in the sputum or urine); such fee
to be paid by the Local Board of Health when certified to by the local Medical Health Officer,
and when notification is made upon a form supplied or approved by this Department."
During the year various Orders in Council relating to this Department have been passed,
viz :—
(1.) Authorizing W. Bapty, M.D., to act as Secretary to the Provincial Board of
Health for six months from J u n e 1st during my absence :
(2.) Prohibiting the slaughter of animals in certain parts of Esquimalt District:
(3.) Sanitary Regulations of the Provincial Board of Health to be in force in the
City of Port Alberni:
(4.) Sanitary Regulations of the Provincial Board of Health to be in force in the
City of Nelson :
(5.) Extending the powers of the Medical Health Officer in South Vancouver during
an epidemic of diphtheria.
Sewerage plans have been inspected and approved for Coquitlam, Kelowna, Nelson, and
Sapperton, and a waterworks system for Vernon.
Copies of special reports are attached hereto.
I have the honour to be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
C. F. FAGAN,
Secretary.
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REPORTS.

DISPOSAL OF SEWAGE AT NEW WESTMINSTER.
July 12th, 1912.
The Honourable Sir Richard McBride,
Premier of British

K.C.M.G.,

Columbia.

SIR,—Acting under your instructions, I visited New Westminster on Thursday evening,
J u l y 11th, to study the possible effects from a health point of view of the emptying of the
proposed sewer into the Fraser River. The City of New Westminster, under their present
system, is emptying crude sewage into the river, with no apparant deleterious results.
Under the proposed system the bulk of water with which the sewage will be mixed is so
very great that it is improbable that any harm will result until the city is many times greater
than at present.
I beg to suggest that, in consenting to the construction of the proposed system, an
agreement be made with the City of New Westminster, by which the city guarantees that
when either the town reaches a large size—say, with a population of 500,000—or when it
appears that they are causing a menace to health or to certain life, that at that time they
undertake to build a trunk sewer down to the gulf, or otherwise treat their sewage to the
satisfaction of this Board.
I have, etc.,
W.

BAPTY.

R E P O R T ON S C A R L E T F E V E R E P I D E M I C A T ROSSLAND.
IF. Bapty, Esq., M.D.,
Acting-Secretary, Provincial Board of Health,
Victoria, B.C.
SIR,—According to your instructions, I went to Rossland on October 18th, to report re
the scarlet fever epidemic.
I found that about sixty-three houses had been isolated, and that there had been in the
neighbourhood of sixty or seventy cases, three of which had died. During my stay in the
place (two days) three new cases were reported. I found that the resident Medical Health
Officer, Dr. Coffin, was doing the best he could under the circumstances, but owing to the
character of the houses, which are very small single-story structures, and in some cases very
close together, he was having difficulty in getting proper isolation of the cases.
On the 21st I met the Mayor, Dr. Tanner, Chief of Police Long, City'Solicitor Winn, and
Doctor Coffin, the Medical Health Officer. I suggested that a proper Isolation Hospital would
be a good thing, but was told that the civic authorities could do nothing owing to lack of
funds, and was asked to seek Government aid for them.
A t Revelstoke I met L. A. Campbell, M.L.A. for Rossland, who agreed that the hospital
was needed, but thought that Government aid was not necessary. H e suggested an appeal to
the Miners' Union for a special levy of 50 cents per head per month. Such a levy would
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cover the cost and maintain the hospital. Mr. Campbell said he could get fuel, water, etc.,
at much less expenditure than the Mayor had indicated to me in Rossland. I think Mr.
Campbell's plan very good. I t would probably take $300 a month to keep the hospital going,
e.g. :—
Rent per month
Nurses (two)
Cook
Drugs
Board of staff

$ 25
100
60
25
60

00
00
00
00
00

Light, phone, and water Mr. Campbell will get free.
Mr. Campbell states that he will get the sewerage system installed as cheaply as possible,
as he has material on the ground for doing that work.
Mr. Campbell will get the fuel free if the city will pay the freight.
The sewerage system of the whole place, such as it is, empties in such a way as to make
it possible for Chinese gardeners to use it in their gardens, as it does not pass through any
process to remove any possible infection. I suggested that this practice be discontinued for
fear of typhoid.
I think Mr. Campbell's plan might be followed, as the people would probably appreciate
the difference between five days' isolation of houses after the infected cases had been removed
and a six weeks' isolation if the case remains.
I have, etc.,
THOS. MILLER,

M.D.

R E P O R T OF T H E S A N I T A R Y I N S P E C T O R FOR T H E Y E A R 1913.
The Honourable Dr. Young,
Provincial Secretary, Victoria, B.C.
S I R , — I n presenting the report of this Department for the past year, I must crave your
indulgence for the brief manner of compilation made necessary through the very urgent and
strenuous outside work at present needing attention.
I n answer to the many reports and complaints constantly being received at this office and by
the writer, personally, affecting the general public health, I have, under your direction, visited
the construction camps along the lines of the P.G.E.R. from Howe Sound to Lillooet; the
C.P.R. double-tracking camps from Vancouver to Rogers P a s s ; the C.N.R. camps from
Kamloops to Blue River; the K.V.R. through Coquihalla; Summerland to Osprey L a k e ;
Penticton to Carmi ; and am now paying much-needed attention to the C.N.R. construction
camps on Vancouver Island.
The G.T.P. construction camps from the Coast to the Yellowhead Pass have been very
thoroughly inspected by Mr. Avison; likewise all unincorporated towns in northern British
Columbia. His report is hereto annexed and speaks for itself.
The inspection of railroad-construction camps in British Columbia involves travel in almost
every conceivable manner, including hip gum boots and snow-shoes, and sometimes under very
trying circumstances.
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Complaints from railroad camps on the Mainland have been very rare during the past
year. On Vancouver Island, I regret to say, things are far from satisfactory in the construction
camps of railroads now being built. Much-needed work has been accomplished along sanitary
lines for the betterment of numerous unincorporated towns, and very much remains to be done
in that direction. The disposal of sewerage in the rapidly growing cities and villages is of
vital importance, and there is a tendency on the part of the public and officials to temporize and
defer action; and in the meantime the danger of serious epidemics is on the increase. The
wonderful climatic conditions of British Columbia have been, so far, its salvation, but in the
interests of public health I respectfully beg to suggest that your influence be used to bring about
prompt preventive measures in regard to sewerage matters, and for the preservation of all lakes
and streams that are and may be needed for domestic purposes. I n this matter the time has
arrived when a competent hydrostatical and sanitary engineer is required to act for this
department of the public health. The Department has been able to do much good work in
the prevention of water-pollution, especially in small streams ; and in this direction we are
indebted, to a great extent, to the courteous co-operation of the Dominion Fishery Department.
Sanitary dangers in the ever-increasing summer resorts are increasing rapidly. With our
growing population we are confronted more forcibly each year with the need of more comprehensive and definite sanitary laws which will meet the changing conditions. A clearer understanding of the common laws of sanitary hygiene along unselfish lines is much needed by the
general public, and the results of such knowledge would be of inestimable value to our country.
The value of good drinking-water has been strikingly illustrated by the fact that at Steveston
this year there have only been two cases of typhoid fever ; whereas previous to the adoption of
piped water from Coquitlam the annual average was sixty cases, 95 per cent, of these beingfishermen who were compelled to drink water from the Fraser River below the City of New
Westminster.
The recent amendments to the Health Regulations regarding canneries have resulted in
much good, and have been generally endorsed by the canners and their employees. The
Indians objected to the limewashing and disinfecting of the quarters allotted to them, but
their objections were overruled without harmful results. Over forty canneries were under
inspection by this Department, and, with one exception, I believe the canning of British
Columbia salmon was accomplished in 1913 with fresh salmon and with all possible regard for
cleanliness, making a total pack for export to the European markets of canned salmon excelled
in no other part of the world; the fishermen reaped an abundant harvest of fish, and high
prices prevailed throughout the season.
Active measures on the part of this Department for the more efficient ventilation and
cleanliness of the interurban electric cars and westbound transcontinental trains cannot much
longer be deferred. This is a serious menace often complained of, and far more dangerous than
generally recognized by the public at large. The writer has frequently called the attention of
the C. P. R. conductors to insanitary atmosphere of certain cars, and, be it to their credit said,
they always cheerfully endeavour to remedy it at the time, but it repeats itself on the next
trip. Conditions on interurban cars are frequently very bad during rush hours. The management receive my complaints and suggestions quite courteously, but again the same unhealthy
conditions are repeated through sheer indifference, apparently, to the public health.
I regret to say that industrial camp inspection, so far, has been sadly neglected through
the lack of a suitable power-boat; and this in the face of numerous and varied complaints and
requests from camps, mines, mills, etc., along our Coast and islands. I t seems regrettable that,
while we have been able to render service for the improved conditions of men in railroad-construction camps inland (90 per cent, of whom are termed floating foreigners, principally from
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Southern Europe), we have been compelled, through lack of suitable conveyance, to neglect the
Coast camps and rapidly developing industrial plants of kinds too numerous to mention, where
70 per cent, are British or American and capable of appreciating any efforts of this Department to improve the sanitary conditions for the preservation and protection of life. The
operating expense of a suitable boat would not exceed the cost at present incurred in chartering and travelling per steamer on cases of urgency and in investigating specific charges. The
Provincial Fishery launch " Faloma " was used, through the courtesy of the Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Mclntyre, for one week during the fall, but in early spring and summer it is not
available without interfering with the fishery and police work.
Radical sanitation reforms are very much needed amongst the logging, mining, pulp, lime,
and various other fast-growing industrial camps located chiefly along our coast-line. The
majority of the heads or employers are usually quick to see the economic value of improved
sanitary conditions and conveniences for the prevention of disease, and the improved temperament of the men which is soon apparent. The captains of industry, the genius with pluck to
open up and develop industries in our land, is always ripe for anything which will increase
efficiency of employees; and it is always easy to convince any intelligent man that conservation
of health, with promotion of contentment, will bring efficiency and eliminate disease. The
work, as you are well aware, is scarcely started; the field of labour in sanitary inspection for
British Columbia is beyond computation; your staff of Inspectors are numerically inadequate
and equipment for the work nil, but they are enthusiastic in their work, buoyed up with the
hope that you, sir, will succeed in convincing your colleagues that stint must not be suffered
to interfere with the requirements for the promotion of efficiency in protecting the public
health.
In conclusion, I wish to say that the thanks of this Department are due to the Provincial
police for the great help they have rendered as Acting Health Officers ; also to the Dominion
and Provincial Fishery Departments for the many courtesies extended the writer in his official
capacity, as also the co-operation, in many ways, of the Department of Works.
I am glad to add, too, that the medical profession throughout the Province have been
conspicuous by their hearty and voluntary assistance in our work, to a degree of unselfishness
not exhibited in the ordinary run of mankind.
I have, etc.,
FRANK DEGREY,

Chief Sanitary

Inspector.

R E P O R T ON G. T. P. CONSTRUCTION CAMPS, ETC.
PRINCE RUPERT, December,

1913.

Tite Chief Sanitary Inspector, Victoria, B.C.
S I R , — I n presenting my annual report for the year ending December 31st, 1913, I beg to
report that during the twelve months I made two trips over the construction of the G.T.P.
Railway, a distance of 450 miles—one trip in April and the other in the month of August.
I left Prince Rupert on April 12th, and visited all the camps, hospitals, and road-houses
along the whole distance, and I found the sanitary conditions in all the camps and hospitals
in good shape considering the time of year, as all through the line there was still snow on the
ground and it was freezing at night. But most of the camps had started the spring clean-up
before I reached them.
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On my whole trip I did not find a single case of sickness of any nature outside of a few
cases of accidents in the hospitals. There were only three hospitals along the line between
New Hazelton and Fraser Lake, as there was no construction-work started between Fraser
Lake and Fort George until June 1st. The first hospital was located at Moricetown, twentysix miles east of New Hazelton; one was at Barrett's Ranch, seventy-eight miles east of New
Hazelton ; and one at Burns Lake, 110 miles east of new Hazelton. I found all these hospitals
in a clean and sanitary condition and only a few cases of accidents in each.
Between Fort Fraser and Fort George there were no camps running ; although contractors
were building camps, they could not start work until the river-boats got up the Nechako River
with their supplies. The first camp employing men at that time was in Fort George.
From Fort George to Tete Jaune Cache the only way to travel was by the Fraser River,
and I had to wait in Fort George five days before I got a boat to go up-river, and we only got
up about fifty miles as the water was too low. I inspected all the camps in that fifty miles
and got them all cleaned up, and as I could not go up any farther I sent inspection forms,
copies of the " Health Act," Sanitary Regulations, and Fly Menace to the Stipendiary Magistrate at Tete Jaune Cache, to have the police stationed along the river look after the camps.
Farther up I visited the hospital at Willow River and found the conditions there in good
shape. Dr. Smith was in charge of the hospital, and there was only one patient there at that
time. The only hospital at Fort George was caring for the railway-men, as well as the town.
I t was a board building 30 x 30, two-story, with fourteen cots. There were two patients in
the hospital at that time, a lady nurse and Dr. Swenerton being in charge.
When I landed in Fort George I received a telegram from the Hon. Dr. Young, asking
me to look into the sanitary conditions of Fort George, so I got the Medical Health Inspector,
Dr. Lazier, and we went over both towns. I found that the people were using well-water in
South Fort George. Also that they were using pit toilets in close proximity to their wells;
and as the town is built on a sand and gravel formation, I told the doctor that he should
adopt the pail system, and have a scavenger and have everything hauled to a dumping-ground
and burned up. The water was very bad, and the two hotels had large cesspools in close
proximity to their wells, and they were filtering into one another. I advised them to have
them filled up and cleaned out at once, but there was no action taken until I went in on my
second trip, when I found that the doctor had condemned some of the wells and let other
parties use their wells, which was just as bad, and which I reported to Victoria as soon as I
got there.
On August 20th I made a second trip over the same route and inspected all the camps
and hospitals along the construction, and I found the sanitary conditions in all the camps in
good shape all through to Fort George.
When I arrived at Fort Fraser I was told that there were quite a few cases of typhoid
fever in Fort George. There was one case at Fort Fraser, the patient having come out from
Fort George, and the fever had not developed until he got there. The local doctor had him
quarantined in the police barracks and had taken all precautions to keep the fever from
spreading.
Between Fort Fraser and Fort George there are ten large camps and several station
camps working, and every mile was under construction. Most all the camps were tent camps
for the summer, but they were erecting log camps for the winter. I inspected them all and
found them in good shape. A few of the camps were dumping their garbage and refuse in the
Nechako River, so I stopped it at once and made them either bury or burn it.
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When I found that there was typhoid fever in Fort George, I notified all the camps to
use all the chloride of lime they could get and sprinkle it every morning in the toilets and around
the bunk-houses, as there are a lot of men travelling along the line coming out from Fort
George, and all the contractors were taking every precaution, as they did not want fever to
break out in their camps.
The first hospital I touched on this trip is located at Burns Lake. I visited it and found
it in good shape, Dr. Kearney being in charge. The next hospital is at the foot of Fraser
Lake (they were only building it), and the next hospital is at Mile 288 from the boundary of
British Columbia, Dr. Waggener being in charge of it. They were using a tent when I went
through, but they were going to build a log building for the winter.
When I arrived in Fort George I was informed that the Board of Health at Victoria had
sent up Dr. McLean to investigate and try and find out the cause of the outbreak of typhoid
fever there, and he had left for Victoria the day before I arrived in Fort George. The citizens
of Fort George claimed that the fever was brought down from the Fraser River camps. There
were quite a few cases in Fort George when I was there.
I also beg to report that I have visited all the mining camps in the district about every
three months during the year.
Granby Bay mining camp is the only large camp employing a large force of men the year
through, and the company keep their camps in a fine condition. They have a water and
sewerage system all over their townsite and to every part of their works, and every part is in
a clean and sanitary condition.
There are a few mining camps up around New Hazelton. The Silver Standard is the only
mine that is employing many men. 1 visited it this summer and found conditions there in
fair shape. They were dumping their garbage away from the camp, so I made them have it
all burned up and kept burned. There are several small outfits mining, but they have not got
many men employed. However, I think there will be quite a few mines opening up from now
on as the country gets opened up by railways.
The Portland Canal mining camps are mostly all closed down. The only camp employing
men at present is the Portland Tunnels camp at the Portland Canal mine. I visited it this
summer and found every part clean and in a sanitary condition.
I also beg to report that there are several towns springing up all along the G.T.P. Railway
east of Prince Rupert, and they require a lot of looking after, as most of these towns are built
on swamps, with no drainage or water of any kind.
Terrace, ninety-five miles east of Prince Rupert, is the first town of any importance. They
have the pail system working there, also a scavenger. Hazelton is the next, 185 miles east
of Prince Rupert. I t is under the pail system and has a scavenger.
Smithers is the next new town, 225 miles east of Prince Rupert. I t is a G.T.P. townsite,
also a divisional point, and the lots were sold this summer. There are about seventy-five
buildings erected there at present. The townsite is on a muskeg flat, with no drainage or
water system. When I was up last week I had to get them to install the pail system in their
toilets, as they were using the water off the townsite. A few of the residents drove sandpoints and struck good water at a depth of 18 feet, so I condemned all the open wells and
advised them to use pumps.
The company cleared off the timber of part of the townsite and put two large ditches
through the town, but the surface of the ground is muskeg and a clay subsoil, and when I was
there the ditches were all caving in, and next spring there will not be any ditch t h e r e ; so I
got a meeting of the citizens and had the pail system started, and a scavenger employed to have
all garbage and refuse carted away and dumped on dumping-ground, to be burned up next spring.
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Telkwa and Aldermere are the next towns. They are using pit toilets and river-water.
Decker Lake is the next town. I t is situated at the head of Decker Lake, on Bulkley Summit.
They are using pit toilets and get their water out of the lake. Freeport is the next town. I t
is located at the foot of Burns Lake. They are using pit toilets and get their water- out of
the lake.
Fort Fraser is the next town of any importance. There are quite a few buildings there
already, and it is bound to be quite a town, as there is beautiful farming land close, and it is
a good townsite, easily drained and plenty of good water. The Government buildings are
located there and a Government Agent. H e and the constable look after the sanitary conditions there, and everything is kept in a clean and sanitary condition.
I must thank the Provincial constables stationed in the several towns for the help that
they give me in keeping the towns in a sanitary condition, as there are always a lot of transient
people travelling along the line of construction.
Stewart, at the head of Portland Canal, is going to be very dull this winter. I do not
think there will be above fifty people in there, at the rate they are leaving at present.
I beg to report that on J u n e 1st of this year new Health Regulations governing canneries
and fish-packing establishments were put in force, and I had to serve a copy to each cannery
all along this Coast from the Alaskan boundary to Alert Bay. For the canneries that I could
not reach by steamer I forwarded the notices to the Provincial constables and asked to have
them enforced. I visited Queen Charlotte Islands and all the towns and fishing-stations, and
supplied them with the Health Regulations and Fly Menace and copies of the Sanitary Regulations, and gave orders to the constables in the different towns to have the regulations
enforced as much as possible.
The cannerymen could not comply with the regulations last summer, as they had already
started fishing before I got them all served, but they were all satisfied to comply with the
regulations next summer—that is, in regard to the disposal of offal from the canneries. I see
where there is a large concern starting to build a large fertilizer establishment on the Skeena
River this coming spring, and they will collect all the offal from all the canneries and there
will not be any part wasted.
I may report, in regard to visiting those canneries, that the only way I could get there
is by taking the steamers from Prince Rupert to the several canneries that they call at, and
they do not give a man time to make a thorough inspection, as some of those canneries are
quite large, and I would suggest that some arrangement be made with the Dominion fishingboats to do this work, as Mr. Williams, the Fishing Inspector, is travelling around the canneries during the fishing season. If I hire a gasolene-boat here in Prince Rupert, they want
$25 per day, and that is more than the Government would like to pay for doing that work.
I beg to report that during the whole twelve months there has not been a single case of
sickness of a serious nature in any of the mining camps or construction camps, or any of the
different towns in the whole district, except what originated at Fort George.
Hoping these remarks will find favour,
I have, etc.,
HENRY AVISON,

Sanitary

Inspector.
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R E P O R T ON H O S P I T A L INSPECTION, 1913.
The Honourable Dr. Young,
Provincial Secretary, Victoria, B.C.
S I R , — I n submitting for your consideration the first report on hospital inspection in
British Columbia, I beg to remind you of the fact that this work is in its initial stage only,
having been followed for but a few months.
Ample information, however, has been acquired to enable me to strongly recommend for
your most serious consideration a number of much-needed changes and reforms in -the general
methods of applying aid to hospitals and charitable institutions, and to the importance of
obtaining first-hand knowledge of the cause, needs, and necessities of the many demands made
on the Government for the institutions referred to, and the methods of expenditure and minor
matters in connection therewith. I refrain, at this moment, from enumerating these matters,
owing to the fact that it will be necessary to convene with the Chief Clerk of your Department in regard to the technical and classified nature of the various institutions. Moreover,
before suggesting alterations, I realize the seriousness of making changes without absolute
knowledge and certainty of practical and successful operation of same.
There is one item, however, which, in the interest of the public, demands immediate
attention. During the past few years a number of so-called hospital and sick benefit companies
have sprung into existence, using most alluring pamphlets and advertising matter to catch the
usually uninformed working-man, with the result that many have found that, after paying
money to the promotors and agents of the companies for considerable periods, they do not get
the much-promised medical attention when in need of i t ; and as a protective measure, both to
the working-man and to any bonafide concern, may I suggest that such companies or concerns be
compelled to incorporate and deposit a substantial fund or security with the Government for
the protection of the policyholders or members.
Much correspondence has been made necessary through the clouded interpretation of the
word " indigent" by some hospital authorities having difficulties in the collection of fees from
certain discharged patients. This matter is still under the consideration of the Department.
The inspection and licensing of private hospitals has been of more importance pro bono
publico than appears on the surface. To be brief on the subject, I beg to say that fourteen
so-called private hospitals and maternity homes have been compelled to close through lack of
proper equipment and premises, and not having qualified or certified persons in charge. I may
add that continued vigilence is required to prevent the operation of maternity homes by
unscrupulous persons. The number of private hospitals at present licensed number thirty, a
number of them being most creditable institutions and a boon to many who prefer them to
large public hospitals. There are undoubtedly a few private hospitals existing that have not
yet been visited, owing to the press of duties elsewhere. A light motor-car or motor-cycle is a
necessity for more efficient work in this direction, and could be used to much advantage in
connection with the sanitary inspection of towns and camps in the interior. A saving of much
time and expense could be effected in making train connections, especially in the Lillooet and
Cariboo Districts.
There are many minor matters of petty complaint in regard to methods pursued in some
hospitals, but, not considering them of sufficient importance to trespass on your valuable time
at this moment, I have not enumerated them ; and, furthermore, I believe the majority have
been disposed of satisfactorily to all concerned.
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In conclusion, I may remark on the genial courtesy extended to me while in pursuance of
my duties by all in charge of the hospitals inspected and by the medical profession generally.
I have, etc.,
F.

DEGREY,

Acting Hospital
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