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To His

Honour

FRANK STILLMAN BARNARD,
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of the Province of British

Columbia.

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR HONOUR :

I beg to submit herewith the Tenth Annual Report of the Superintendent of the
Provincial Industrial School for Boys.
W. J. BOWSER,
A ttorney- General.
Attorney-General's

Office,

Victoria, B.C., January

25th, 1915.
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PROVINCIAL INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL FOR BOYS.
Honourable W. J. Bowser, K.C.,
Attorney-General, Victoria,

B.C.

S I R , — I have the honour to submit to you and the Honourable Members of the Legislature
of British Columbia the Tenth Annual Report of the Provincial Industrial School for Boys of
British Columbia from December 1st, 1913, till November 30th, 1914.
During the year forty-nine boys have been admitted, making a total of 283 since the
institution was opened on February 1st, 1905.
Twenty-eight boys were liberated during the year; of that number fifteen were paroled
and one was pardoned; at present there are ninety boys on the register.
Countries where born.—Forty of these boys were born in Canada, nineteen in England,
ten in Scotland, one in Ireland, three in Italy, fourteen in the United States, one in Gibraltar,
two in Russia, one in Japan, one in China, two in Finland, and one in Poland.
Nationality.—Twenty-five
are of English descent, twenty-one Scotch, seventeen Irish,
four American, three French, two Russian, one Austrian, one Spanish, two Finland, one
German, three Italian, two Slavs, two Japanese, two Welsh, two Chinese, one Pole, and one
Indian.
Length of Sentences.—Sentences range as follows : Five years, 5 ; four years, 1 ; three
years, 7 ; two years, 2 5 ; indefinite, 1 3 ; indeterminate, 39.
Boys' Ages.—Nine years, 2 ; ten years, 1 ; eleven years, 2 ; twelve years, 7 ; thirteen
years, 9 ; fourteen years, 15; fifteen years, 2 0 ; sixteen years, 2 0 ; seventeen years, 1 1 ;
eighteen years, 2 ; nineteen years, 1.
Crimes committed.—Theft, 50 ; obtaining money by deceit, 1 ; obtaining a rifle by false
pretences, 1 ; opening a switch, 1 ; vicious conduct, 1 ; using forged cheques, 1 ; indecency, 1 ;
housebreaking, 5 ; vagrancy, 8 ; forgery, 1 ; incorrigible, 1 3 ; horse-stealing, 1 ; burglary, 5 ;
attempting suicide, 1.
Escapes.—During the year seven boys made their escape from the school ; two of them,
being young men nineteen and seventeen years of age, broke out of the dormitory during the
night and made their escape to the United States. Four of the others were recaptured, and
the seventh, who left very recently, is in hiding near his home in South Vancouver and will be
captured in a day or two.
The health of the boys has been phenomenally good, so remarkable, indeed, that it has
not been necessary to call in the medical adviser even once during the whole year. I attribute
their good health to wholesome well-cooked food, plenty of outdoor exercise, well-ventilated
dormitories, and an occasional dose of medicine to keep their machinery in good workingorder.
Owing to the building being very much overcrowded, I found it necessary at the beginning
of the year to make application to the Government for more dormitory accommodation, also
for a special day-room in order to separate the smaller boys from the larger ones. The matter
was attended to without delay, and these, together with a much-needed drying-room, coat-room,
and band-room, were added, and we now have dormitory and other accommodation for 100
pupils, except in the dining-room, which is very much overcrowded. This room was intended
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