
Depa* .moot of Lbr. J_n l« 
Ottawa M „ . Ottawa. t)nt 

i 

* 

COLUMBIA 
Issued Everv Fritiav Devoted to the interests of the International Labor Movement 

Volume I. Vancouver, B. C, Friday, Sept. 2nd, 1921 

[Suts.-npti.-ii: $I.SO Per Yearl 
V IVr Ce»py J 

Number 6 

[CHARGES AGAINST 
LABOR DEPT. BY 

CONGRESS 
[Senator Robertson Is a Traitor to 

Organized Labor Says 
Brace. 

Government Makes First Move in 
Slashing Wages Says 

Delegates. 

.Direct charge* that the Federal De­
partment of l-abor was taking the lead 
in slashing wages and that the minister 
of lalieir personally had urged discrim 
•nation against biiildii.-.; trades workers 
o i Ontario who went on strike were 
made at the- Trades and Labor Congress 
Convention attended by 550 delegates. 

Tlie discussion arose during the de­
late ein a resolution railing for the in 
elusion of the fair wage clause in all 
Contract* 

Dunn* the sitting the convention ap 
proved also of a resolution advocating 
the 8 hour day and 44-hour week for all 
Industrial workers in Canatla. 

Fair Wage Clause 
Delegate Marsh, of Ontario Provin­

cial Council of Carpenters, explained 
briefly the necessity for strong rccom-
mcn-l.ittons from the .Congress with 
reference to fair wage clause in con­
tracts let or subsidized by the Govern­
ment. 

In the past, he said it had been cus 
totnary for the Geivenimcnt to inquire 
ir to rales of wages prevailing in \ar-
k-ns localities where contracts are let: 
I On getting this information the gov 
ernment had ordered that prevailing 
rates eif wages lie paid by contractors on 
govt rutin nt .works. 

This policy had been done away with 
it appeared. They now were very 
actively taking the lead in cutting wages 
and other employers were following suit 
to the detriment of labor. 

"The government," he declared, "did 
not take Ihe lead in increasing wages: 
why should it take- the lead in reduc-
tk'ii of wages ?" 

Government Outs Wages • " 
The delegate spoke of several cases 

where government officers had author -
i/ed wage' cuts and added that notices 
had been posted on the Wclland canal 
of extensive reductions to be made 
soon. Unofficially it had been moored 
that these cuts would include wage cuts 
amounting to 20 per cent; lengthening 
of working hours per day, and reduc­
tion of overtime rates to time and a 
quarter. 

Delegate Fester, of Hamilton, added 
that not very long ago the Canadian 
National Railways had brought in a 
number of laborers to "work at the 
munificent sum of 24 cents an hour." 

"And this is part of the work that is 
being condoned and even authorized,'* 
D e l Fester declared, "by that fine min­
ister of laboT of ours who this morning 
stood up there on the platform and 
preached to us of - co-operation with 
labor. 

Co-operation?" he cried, "I want 
jto say that it is a crying shame that 
[any government should allow to obtain. 
let alone authorize such a scandalous 
•tale of affairs." 

Hire Children at 15 Cents 
si;:. Another delegate said foremen on the 
C.X.R. recently had been ordered "to 
hire children at 15 cents an hour for 
certain classes of work—and this at a 
time when ani/airs and mechanics, mar 
[tried men. arc walking the streets look 

(or any kind of work that, wilt keep 
their families from starvation. 

And y%% the minister .of labor talks 
•ry of co-operation—and expects ns 

swallow his talk. 

Brace Charges Minister 
Delegate Brace, of Toronto, said i: 
is this land of a resolution that 

iwakciu-d the delegates to realize the 
fact that for the past few years they 

been living in a fool's paradise. 
"Senator Robertson.'' he openly 

rged. "far from having the right to 
it of his membership in the Labor 

ivemcnt, is as I can and will prove, 
traitor to organized labor. 
"I have in my possession copy of a 
er written by the minister of labor 

to authorities „, Ontario stating that 
those w»rkers in the building industry 
who had been on strike during the past 

r should not be given unemployment 
dole,or any financial aid next winter." 
p Continuing the delegate said he mis­
trusted the Federal Department of 
Labor. 

I fear this department," he said, "it 
prctcmling to work in the interests of 

r, but in all its activities it works in 
e interests of the employers. 
"We have reliable evidence of what is 
happen shortly on the Wclland canal. 

STRIKING MUSICIANS 
USE NOVEL METHODS 

The strike of the motion picture anil 
\audeville musicians in N'ew York took 
iin a spectacular side last week that 
woke tip Broadway. One thousand musi­
cians quit to resist a wage cut and can­
ned music was instituted by the proprie­
tors to take the" place of symphony 
orchestras. The strikers engaged a 
score or more large sight-seeing buses, 
converted them. into bandwagons, and 
paraded the theatrical district. Stops 
were made in front of all the theatres 
included in the strike, each bus being 
supplanted by another as it drove on. 
The selections played included Chopin's 
Funeral March, the Dead March from 
"Saul," the Death March from "Sieg­
fried," and Wagner's Funeral March. 
Vast crowds followed the buses, cheer­
ing and shouting* 

AUSTRIAN WORKERS BRITISH DELEGATE TO 
CHEER BRITISH CONGRESS IS 

DELEGATE CHEERED 
Robert Williams Addressed 

Meeting of Transport 
Workers. 

Big Neil McLean. MP. Says Labor 
Refuses to Be Classified 

as Cattle. 

THIRTY MORE OIL 
COMPANIES SIGN UP 

SAX FKWCISCO. -WaJte r Yarrow. 
c« -HastIor for the union oil workers, an 
ni.unct d that 30 independent companies i 
have agreed to lollow the action of the j 
Shell Oil Company in signing another j 

COMMUNISTS FAIL TO® 
UNSEAT LABOR 

CANDIDATE 

Communists Interrupt Speakers Labor Will Determine the Destiny 
But Are Removed After of the World Says 

a Fight. Maieaii. 
Neil McLean. M.p ;. Glasgow'. Scot 

FRANCE FAVORS 
MILITARISM 

VIENNA.—Robert Williams, general 
secretary of the British Transport land, and fraternal delegate to the 
Workers' Federation, was cheered to Trades Sad Labor Cemgrrss ol" Canada 
the echo when he addressed a mass fre>m the British Trade I'nion congress, 
meeting of thousands of railway-men in rcspagding to the toast. v,as greeted 
and transport workers here recently. j with thjSaderoiis cheers. On behalf of 

He- expressed \\ig, hope that British the delegates. he expressed gratitude ior 
workers will drive monarchy out of j the manner in winch they had been 
Britain as the Austrian proletariat had treated'in Winnipeg. "We feel that 
swept the Hapslmrgs from power. m r \ t h i n g has been done to make our 

A Workers' Republic j l ( * a ptatant one." hr said Referring 
He tittered his conviction, moreover . / " '*' *•*«- ' ' - '"narks, the >peakei de 

tliat the British toilers will go their f ! - m d * • * '* **-•* a " n-*-nt «° ,a> ' l t ' n i 

Labor Party Increases Vote 
Spite of Communist Party 

Opposition. 

j year's agreement with their men along 
I the lines negotiated by federal media , 
tors. The oil men accept n i ts 'o f $1 a I 
day. the new scale ranging from $3 to j 
$°Jnstead of from $6 to $10. 

'Possibility of a strike of at least halfj Great Industrial Population 
of the skilled oil field workers on i Under Control of Ruthless 
Thursday still loomed today as five big ' MJSS. BaTOILS 
companies, including 'the Associated. 
I'nion. Pacif ic Pan American and- The Caerphilly election 

General Petroleum, have declined to 
deal with the men. 

in 

Will Insist Upon Certain War-
Like Measures at 

Conference. 
PARIS.—Three basic points will be 

insisted upon by France at the Washing­
ton disarmament conference, private 
conversations with the probable person­
nel of the French delegation indicated. 

First, France will insist upon her in­
alienable right to maintain sufficient 
forces for adequate defense in any con­
tingency. Obviously, this refers to what 
is regarded here as the "German men­
ace." 

Second, the security of France's 
Asiatic possessions and her economic 
and financial interests must be assured. 
In this connection, it is maintained that 
Japanese aid during the war was in­
valuable to France, and that this coun­
try, like England, must "act the gentle­
man" toward Japan. 

Third, France will make a strong at 
tempt to secure some form of Anglo-
French or Franco-American agreement 
or a combination eif the two to assure 
lor ol the aid of cither or both ill the 
event of war. This is required, it will 
lie claimed, to replace the pact promised 
by ex-President Wilson. 

go 
Austrian comrades one better ami estab­
lish a workers' republic. 

Loud bravos followed Williams' des­
cription of the Russian proletariat as 
the pioneers of revolution. The London 
and Paris imperialists, he declared, had 
been checkmated by the British workers 
and prevented from "realizing their inter­
ventionist policy for the overthrow of 
the soviet government 

a principle o ' equity, but that was not 
s.:iTicie9*t n*-i-ss it were practice J by 
both sides. "Lalior is more than a 
cofn-Twdity."* he- said; "lalior is hunrui. 
with aspiration-: lalior further reins.s 
to la. placed in the category of the ox 
iv the Stall, and declines to be treated 

Wages | as cattle on the fodder basis, 
^* ; \ \ alcr Street whole-sale drVgoods com 

must be determined by the work accom j ___„_ ^ w w t . - ^ agfWotnt ^ 
phshed and the amount ol energy ex - j ^ ^ ^ f o_ ^ ^ .___ " „„ . 

Williams related how, during his visit i landed The worker must receive suf- j J O , , , 
to Moscow, he had been presented with j ficient emolnm. nt to ensure for his J s p c a | t s 

children everything: best in life. So long 
as anybody refuses to recognize the 
right of workers to I* treated as human j workers i 
beings, just so long will the strife exist : t b e <„„,-„«.„, a r c h _ v i n g t o m u p h :>. 

between Capital and Labeir. f ^ . ^ i - ^ - j ^ . reductions and the i 
"Labor's day will arrive." said Mr. j 

the Associated, j 
division of 

Wales, which has been considered one 
of the most reeolntioiiar. elistricts of 

: the country, has elected Morgan Jones. 
i the l_U»r Party candidate, as against 
j Robert Stewart. Communist, in the 
1 recent hy -election. 

Morgan Jones polk-d LVfrW votes, an 
increase of two thousand freim the last 

; elcctiem. Robert Stewart, Communist, 
just released from jail in connection 
with the miner;,' strike, received 2,5°2 
votes, and Fdmeinds. the Liberal candi-

' elate, received °85. 
The Communists entered the field i'i 

1 order to draw the l_bor vote, but utter 
!> failed 

Morgan Active Worker 
' Morgan Jones is one eif the most 

| prominent figure-s in the Welsh Lalior 
. movement, and represents the Welsh 

Tlie Garment Workers Lnton ol •>-.,.-„„ ,-- , n e National Administra 
Vancouver negotiated a new agreement I tive Council of the I .LP. He is chair 
with James Thomson & Sons LteL, the nian of the Instrict Council in his local­

ity, and also represents it on the Gla 
mortan County Council. He is well 
know:; as an LLP. propagandist, and 

We will not refuse your neighbor"' 
subscription. 

GARMENT WORKERS 
RENEW .flii51 Mil HI 

Jai. Thomson & Sons Sign New 
Agreement at Prevailing 

Wage Scale. 

SHOE WORKERS 
STAND FIRM 

Company Is Insisting on An Open 
Shop—Union Realizes 

Danger. 
The eighty members of the Boot and 

Shoe Workers' Union of Vancouver, 
who were locked out by the Leckie Shoe 
Co., arc still fighting with unbroken 
ranks. 

During the past week two meetings 
between the strikers and employers have 
taken place, but no settlement has been 
arrived at. 

The firm is endeavoring to have an 
arbitration board on the subject of 
wages but refuses to-eonsidcr the closed 
shop. The union however is determined 
not to consider wages unless it can lie 
sure of a closed shop agreement inas­
much as the firm would be in a position 
to slash wages again at'any time with 
an open shop. / 

There was a t ime/when the firm 
acknowledged the beuefit of a union 
shop by sending a lettpr of appreciation 
to the union after the membership had 
decided to remain at "work during the 
general strike of 1919. \ Had there been 
an unorganized shop at that time, quite 
a number of the employees would have 
joined in the strike. 

The strikers are receiving strike pay 
and arc keeping up their spirits. A 
dance will be held in the Hastings Park 
Pavilion, Friday, September 9th. Mem­
bers of organized labor are invited. 
Usual prices. 

insignia in recognition of British La­
bor's services to the Russian revolution. 

"I wish to convey to you." he contin­
ued, "the admiration of my fellow trans­
port workers at home for the valiant 
performance of Austrian Labor in apply­
ing the boycott to reactionary' Hungary. 
The effort ranks as a historic instance 
of direct action." 

"Yellow" Leaders 
During the translation of Williams' 

remarks' by Edo Fimmen. sporadic dis­
turbances broke out in the hall, which 
later In came perilously near a riot. 

A small group of Communist tram 
condiirKJ—•. taking exception to some of 
Williams' assertions, especially his ad­
vice to avoid the literal application of 
Russian Bolshevik tactics to Western 
European Socialist problems, began 
heckling the translator. Fimmen's re­
tort—that the interrupters should "Shut 
their mouths"—aggravated the tension. 

Communist Hecklers 
When the next speaker, an official of 

the Austrian Railway-men's Union, took 
the floor and insinuated that the Com­
munists had been slackers during the 
Austrian Revolution in 1918, fresh 
tumult arose. Two Communists, who 
shouted "Down with the Yellow Labor 

took a prominent part in the anti-war 
and conditions, and [ and anl: conscription agitations, was a 

| member of the National Council of th-
No Co-iscrip!ion Fellowship, a conscien­
tious oLje-ctor. and served a term oi 
imprisonment. After his last success at 
ihe County Ceinnril election he was 
carried shoulder high by the dischargee! 
soldi, 's who had been so bitterly op-

wage seal* 
well of the harme>mous conth-

j lion* existing hs-twccii the firm and ihe 
1 union. 

. posed t 0 him. 
j open shop, yet the largest garment lac ^ innnenrt, o f , h f Communists in 

McLean. significantly, and I hope tha t ' , „_ , ._ , Western Canada signs up a new j South . Wales is va'sllv over-estimated, 
everyone win at that time be ready t o , agreement after a few hours negotia and ihe elefeat of their candidate will 
welcome Labor in determining the d o [tjon *n_;s __ jt_rli should be sufficient [serve an excellent purpose; it will show-
liny of the world Then, and only then, 
will we realize that peace which is. so 
vital tti the welfare of humanitv.** "' 

t______.r 
STETTLER PROSECUTION 

AGAIN ADJOURNED 

For the fifth time on sowar excuse or 
the other, the charges made against the 
Settler Cigar Cex. for violating the 
Minimum Wage Law. has been adjourn­
ed. It would appear as though the court 
is allowing the firm to keep it side­
tracked until such time as some political 
machinery could be invoked to kill the 
prosccutkm. The manager is allowed 
to go all over the place in the interests 
of the firm, while the court adjourns the 
case and awaits his con\-enicnce. Of 
course the prosecution is supposed to be 
in the interest of mere wage workers, 
most of whom were used against the 
Huns in the interest of liberty and 
justice. 

> tion. 
reason why union men at least should 
make it their business to purchase far-
ments for themselves and family ma b 
by James Thompson & Son. 

Mrs. W. Mahon was chain•tan o i the 
agree—teat conimittee. and great credit 
is dne aerator the success o f the nego­
tiations. 

P O W E L L R I V E R P A P E R 
leaders." were pounced upon, and an (JO. A N N O U N C E R E D U C T I O N 
exchange of blows occurred. After the i 
removal of several Communists to an i The Powell River Paper Co. has prcic-
isolatcd corner, the platform speeches tically closed down and announced a 

. ! wage reduction and intentions to run 
continued. jan open shop. The rompanv has been 

The tram conductors choir sang So- > running on short time for quite a while 
cialist melodies. Lusty "rtochs** were : and is heavily stocked up with paper. 
given for Williams and Fimmen. and nut at the same time the price has not 
the meeting dispersed to the tune of the | diminished any. 
... - i,. The cost of living. 
International. i p,._.„n »*,.-- ;_ «-;. 

GOMPER'S LABOR 
DAY MESSAGE 

Urges Solid Front Against the 
Union-smashing Activities 

of Employers. 

alwavs high in , 
Powell River, is going up." and rents! c 

are still taking a flight upward, but in 
spite of this there is a 20 per cent rednc- • 

j is an unlawtul .unfair, lneltective. tyr 
I *_.i I • 

the country bow ridiculous is the Lloyd 
George l-ogy that the Labor movement 
is being controlk-d by irresponsible 
people acting under instructions from 
Moscow. 

A Remarkable Constituency 
Caerphilly is in many respects a re­

markable constituency. At the lower 
end is the f amous old market town, with 
the grey nuns of the great old Norman 
castle, the scene of many'a conflict be­
tween the Welsh peasantry and the 

' l".n_!i--i bar ins. orxupying a strategic 
I position in the lowlands of South Wales. 
j The valley gets narrower as yon pro 
' ceed north, and you se-e the pits and the 
mining villages with the long, dreary, 
ugly streets straggling up the hillsides 
Two great coal tips overlook the town 
of Barcoed They belong to the Powell 
Duffryn Company, the revelations of 
whose proiits created a sensatiem at the-
Ce»l Commissi,,n. a typical growth of 

To the Wage Earners of America. !i!«ode»T* rapitalism and th- . everlasting 
enemy of the workers in the vallev. 

tsreettngs:— Actoss the hill, in a smaller valley, is 
We meet to observe this Labor Ltay' Scnghe-nydd. the scene of the terrible 

at a time when the citizenshhip. the explosion of 1913. when hundreds of 
understanding, the loyalty and sohdarity "ten w«mt to their doom, and lell it :i 
of all our people is passing through the place of bitter mourning and traeie 
test of fire. memories. 

We meet at a time when the great In mediaeval times Caerphilly was the 
need is to stand together. hey to the military position in South 

We are confronted by unemployment. ! W ales. It is very much the same today. 
Nearly six minions of our people have It is no longer a struggle between the 
no work. * nesisa-ilry and the barons. A great in-

The reactionary forces among cm- : dustrial population has come, but people 
plovers are (slow to turn their minds to are still being exploited by the few, the 

few who own the mineral wealth, who 
They are slow to learn that the in- e-einiro1 the mines, who are as ruthless 

McLean to Speak Here \ w* «• ••»•• there is. » *" -•**•*•'••*•.«»»«« *"-"• ".ercD_ **in ,h"r •?» » "••* *>••*"•-* 
Neil McLean. Lalmr M.P. for Gbvan ; « i»n

1
 f a c m ' . 'h e . n*5n-

distrlct of Glasgow, who has been at- About 2 3 0 s m g k men lett the to*n - ^ •", | o w , 0 ,___„ t h a t tht , * , - . „ 
tending the Trades and Lal-or Congress as, week alter havmg J -en told Aat ^ ^ c o n l r a c l _ s _ m c a s u r t 
at Winnipeg as the fraternal delegate * l , c ' r ^rvices were no longer required. 

oi old. They are- cnable-d to lie so IK--
cause Ihey have control of political 

from the British Congress, is expected a
1

na ,h*' .married men arc left to accept 
in Vancouver about September 20. Ar j * « company s terms or look lor other 
rangements arc being made to have him j l°bs. 
address a meeting under the auspices 

of industrial disfranchisement is a badge A S I A T I C E X C L U S I O N 

of the Trades and Labor Congress. The 
Federated Lalior Party arc also making 
arrangements for him to address one of 
their Sunday propaganda meetings. 

S T R I K I N G P R I N T E R S B Y 
N O M E A N S D O W N H E A R T E D 

The striking printers of Vancouver 
are still standing firm and the employers 
are having strenuous times getting ex­
perienced men to handle their work on 
account of the activity of the pickets. 
The strikers are bearing up pretty good 
considering the long time they have been 
out. but the strike benefits help to-keep 
the wolf from the door for the sixty 
Typos who are still oa the battle front. 

_ 0 n c more printing company- has 
signed up in Winnipeg. The men are 
standing firm and the bosses arc putting 
out feelers to find out the rock bo.torn 
terms on which the* men will return to 
work. 

Frequently an unfortunate guess con­
cerning the activity of the stock market 
changes a standpatter into a radical. 

It seems clear that the attempt is to 
be made to drive men back to the 60 
hour week, greatly reduced wages and 
time and a quarter overtime." 

Penalise the open shopper hy demand­
ing the union label. 

of enslavement which American work 
ers will not accept. 

They are slow to learn that the ties 

Sbjprn-ikhnjr Ah-oet Orer ! •r,!«-<-V , °Vr "-*?««« » impossible. 
M - r < « i p » « g i iii •• v m j - „ n e r through the tntame-us misnamed 

Vancouvet- shipbrnkfang is practically 5 ^ c a n - p a ^ o r „,- anv other 
over. Finishing touches are being put, j 0 -—, 
on the last three boats and there is no B n t ^^^ .j,-, a r e j - - , ,_ ^ . ^ 
new contracts in sight a t , the present [ 
time, although the firms are making 'THEY IK) LEARN 
strenuous efforts to land contracts. 

LEAGUE GROWING 

The Asiatic Exclusion League of 
\ ancouver is now busy signing up mem­
bers, through the medium of canvassers. 
Membership in the league cost* 25c a 
year and a great number have already" 
signed up. 

At a meeting to be held in the Labor 

1 Meetings Next Week 
For time and place of 

MONDAY 
Boilermakers' Union 
Iron Workers 
Electrical Workers 
Pattern Makers 
Railway Employees 
Seamen's Union 
Street Railwaymen 
Tailors 

TUESDAY 
Boot and Shoe Workers 
Carpenters, Amal. 
Cigar Makers • 
Locomotive Firemen 
Trades and Labor Council 
Railway Trainmen 
Stone Cutters 

City Hall 

THURSDAY 
Painters 
Pile Driven 
Sheet Metal Workers 

FRIDAY 
Plumbers 
Stage Employees 
Dairy Employees 

SATURDAY 
Photo Engravers 

SUNDAY 

Every advance of Labor marks an ! Han next Wednesday, a campaign man 
advance in the education of employers j a r r r will be elected to posh the cam-

The constructive ability of oar move paign both for membership and proea 
ment is called upon to the utmost in : ganda. 
bring the fun flood of Efe hack lojtmr (, lt h recogniit-d that if thi* movement 
industries under conditions of freedom, for a *Srhhe" R.C. is to succeed it will 
with the democratic ideal dominating only be through the efforts of the citi-

**??**%*- v A - U - J . « r __n J*"^ b * ? , , ? e *** «-*^ f*«*-* time the 
We will not be driven back. We will (hands of the government is partially 

go forward. The light that has come j tied by British Alliances. The encroach 
into the life and work of our people' ment of the Asiatic is being felt by all 
can never be shut away from them [classes and any day your position may 
There must be more, and moae. and j be filled hy an Asiatic, hence it bchoeivr's 
more—-sore tomorrow than today, snore j you to join the League and help in its 
the next day than tomorrow, and more activities. Memberships can be obtained 
for every sXmrng tomorrow. * from any of the Union business agents 

The rimes of today are severely try-, in the Labor Hall, or from the head 
ing. They are not of our making, but j quarters at 502 Carter-Cotton Building 
they are for our redemption. |= .: . _' —•__ 

We must organize for our task. The s he fought hy all—and all must be united 
unorganized are helpless. They- can help | Organize for die five minion mark -
neither' themselves nor their fellows.; organize for justice, for freedom, for 
Their strength, their skill, their mspira- the great struggle to right wrongs, for 
tion. are lost until they organize. the triumph of service over tyranny and 

Our first great task is to organize—to greed, 
bring together the unorganized, to unite Take ihe message of organization 
and federate the organized, to bring to- • everywhere. Unite in the service of 
ee.her in strength of united thought and humanity, for the good of our pee—b 
action all of our people everywhere. and the greater glorv of our country 

Man today wins no victories alone: ' ORGANIZE FOR T H E FIVE MIL 
he overcomes no injustice hy himself.' LfOX MARK. O V T H I S LABOR 
he contributes nothing to the tide of DAY BEGIN" T H E FORWARD 
progress while be walks by himself. The/' MARCH' 
battle for justice, for progress, for! SAM GOMPERS 
democracy, foa freedom, f o r a. better i Preside—t. American Federation of 
Efe for a l l is the battle of all. It most ' Labor. -

g 

• 
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