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Editor's Note

Submission Guideli nes

Reconnections and Reflections

T

his past summer reconnected
me with former colleagues from
the Museum of Anthropology
at UBC (MOA). For Ann
Poole's piece Col Eric Parker Tibetan
Collection at MOA I ordered the
images of objects from Ann Stevenson,
Information Manager at the Audrey &
Harry Hawthorn Library & Archives. I
worked with Ann back in the late 1990s
at MOA. She worked downstairs with
the collection and I worked upstairs
training and managing students who
worked at the admissions desk and in
the gift shop. Also this summer, I had
the pleasure of hearing Lyle Wilson talk
about his paintings as part of his exhibit
Paint at the Maple Ridge Art Gallery.
Lyle is a leading First Nations artist
who's had a 20-year partnership with
MOA as artist in residence. Lyle's 20
years overlapped with my three years
at MOA. We worked with Lyle to develop
unique MOA branded items for the gift
shop that included t-shirts, mouse pads,
lunch bags, featuring Lyle's art. Part of
my job was to ensure that Lyle received
timely royalty cheques. It was very nice
to see him again and share some laughs
about the "old" days.
I will be making more connections
to my own past on September 18 at the
Chilliwack Fraser Valley Library. I will

be giving a presentation on the history
of the Chilliwack Hospital Auxiliary
established by my ancestors.
Ann Poole's story about her
grandfather Eric Parker is also about
connections. Through research she
was able to connect the dots between
historical events and family mythology
and find a new perspective. Similarly,
Ingrid
Buschmann
and
Noreen
Buschmann Jacky tell the story of
their Great-Aunt Jennie's journey
from Aalesund, Norway to British
Columbia and life in Vancouver. Tales
of immigration are an important part
of British Columbia's story. British,
Spanish, and Russian explorers began
to visit what was to become known as
BC in the 1750s. The Gold Rushes in the
late 1850s and 1860s attracted another
wave of immigration including British
and Chinese, in addition to, people from
America, Upper and Lower Canada, and
the Maritimes. Immigration continued
generation
after
generation
and
Jennie's story is one of many similar
tales.
Telling stories and looking back is
the core of Vern Giesbrecht's article. It
gave me some insight into the life of a
journalist and editor and might make
me think differently the next time I
pick up a copy of my local newspaper.
Please take the time to read
Miscellany on page 46 and think about
how the elimination of the National
Archival Development Program (NADP)
through Library Archives Canada (LAC)
will impact future story tellers.
I am pleased to publish Rosemarie
Parent's Cabinet of Curiosities piece
about the Siamese pig from her husband
Milton's grandfather's collection. Milton
passed away suddenly this summer
while Rosemarie and I were emailing
back and forth about this story. My
condolences go out to her.
Enjoy this issue,
Andrea Lister, Editor

Manuscripts that have been published
elsewhere or are under review for
publication elsewhere, will be considered
at the editor's discretion.
• Word Count 1000 to 5000.
• Electronic version, with file extension
(either .doc or .rtf), will be required
should the article be accepted for
publication.
• Endnotes must follow Chicago Manual
of Style, do not insert notes in text.
• Photocopies/scans of research material/
quoted material (pages from books,
documents, or journals you have used)
for fact checking are appreciated.
• Illustrations are encouraged:
° submit copies of permissions (or
assurance of permission) for the
images;
° sufficient resolution for high-quality
reproduction, 300 DPI (dots per
inch) minimum or a pixel dimension
of 1200x1500 pixels, (with the
exception of images such as coins;
minimum 600x600 pixels) preferable
in jpg or tif format;
° Not embedded in text—send as
separate files;
° Please provide suggested captions
for the illustrations;
° Image credit information must be
provided with all illustrations;
° Low-resolution images may be sent
with initial submission in cases
where images would need to be
purchased from an institution.
A two-three sentence biographical note
about the author and photo.
If a manuscript is accepted for
ed
publication, major changes will be cleare'
with authors before publication. Authors
will also have the opportunity to do a
final proof check prior to publication.
You agree to grant the BCHF First
Rights (the right to be first to publish
your material in North America) or
Reprint Rights (your material has been
published before and this is now a
reprint; the original publisher will be
credited at the time of reprint), and
Electronic Publishing and Multimedia
Rights (the right to publish the work on
the internet) and to publish that work
in British Columbia History journal for
no payment. Future online publication
of your work and the right to reprint
it in a future publication is included in
your granting of publication rights to the
BCHF.
The British Columbia Historical
Federation assumes no responsibility for
statements made by contributors.
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Letters from Readers

Surrey History
Hi Rosemary:
I read your item Land Under
Water: The Coulthard Farm in 1935. I
found it very interesting as it blends
with a history of the Brown Family
I wrote for my Surrey History web
site:
http://www.surreyhistory.ca/
brownfamily.html. The Surrey History
site is supported by the Surrey
Historical Society.
I was hoping that you might
be willing to submit a history of the
Coulthard Family for publication on the
Surrey History Web Site. I have been
attempting to collect and publish the
early histories of the pioneer families
of Surrey.
The addition of the history of the
Coulthard Family would be a significant
addition to the Surrey History web site.
Jack Brown

to public attention through a 2011
exhibition organized by the North
Vancouver Museum in partnership
with the Squamish Nation Education
Department (not a 2010 exhibit at
Presentation House). The correct
title of the exhibition was Txwnch7a
mnew'as kwis eslihikwiwslEntwined
Histories: Gifts from the Maisie Hurley
Collection in recognition of the diverse
cultural artifacts gifted to her by First
Nations people from across Canada,
not just from the Coast Salish peoples.
Thanks to Ms. Nicol for bringing
some of the personal Murphy/Hurley
family stories to public attention.
Readers who would like to know more
about Mrs. Hurley's collection may want
to read Dr. Sharon Fortney's article
"Entwined Histories: The Creation of
the Maisie Hurley Collection of Native
Art" in the Autumn 2010 issue of BC
Studies. A book-length study of Mrs.
Hurley is currently being researched
and written by Eric Jamieson.

Editor's note: Rosemary's article
is not available for reprint until
early 2013 but Rosemary has been
in contact with Jack to work on
something for his website.

Director, North Vancouver Museum &
Archives

Maisie Hurley

More Praise for Spring Issue

I was pleased to see an article
on Maisie Hurley ("The Voice of Maisie
Hurley" by Janet Mary Nicol) in the
summer 2012 issue of British Columbia
History. Hurley's work as an aboriginal
rights activist from the 1940s until her
death in 1964 deserves to be better
known.
Mrs. Hurley's collection of native
art is one of my organization's founding
collections, so I feel an obligation
to correct a few misstatements in
the article. Maisie Hurley returned

You are doing a great job by the
way, adding little things like this idea
[Cabinets of Curiosity] and layout
changes etc.
Liked the first edition - I learned
a lot about those first history books.
Incredible.

Nancy Kirkpatrick

Rosemarie Parent
Editor's note: read Rosemarie's tale
of the Siamese Pig in the Cabinets of
Curiosity column on page 48.

Send us your thoughts.
* British Columbia History welcomes reader's letters and emails, while
. reserving the right to edit them. Email your story to: bcheditor@bchistoryca,
• or mail it to: Editor, British Columbia History, PO Box 21187, Maple Ridge, BC.
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Jennie's Journey to British Columbia
by Ingrid Buschmann and Noreen Buschmann Jacky

Nineteen year old Jennie Korsnes travelled alone from
Aalesund, Norway to Barnet, British Columbia in 1927. She
wrote enthusiastically about her new life in Canada.

I

n 1927 at the age of 19, Jennie Korsnes
traveled from her hometown of Aalesund,
Norway to the larger port of Bergen,
Norway. In Bergen, she boarded the
Bergensfjord and crossed the Atlantic to
Canada. She disembarked in Halifax, Nova
Scotia and then boarded a train to make the
five day journey across Canada to the small
town of Barnet, British Columbia, now a part
of Port Moody, where her aunt and uncle lived.
Her extensive journals as well as two of
her published articles describe in detail her
experience leaving Norway and immigrating.
Her story is told using excerpts from her
journals and her published articles. Some
minor editing has been done with her journal
entries as there were words and phrases not
understandable in the original documents.
Jennie's story begins in Aalesund,
Norway when she makes the decision to leave
junior college and seek a job. She was YJVi
years old.
After almost two years in junior college,
I got tired ofgoing to school. Some of the
students, who graduated last year, had
not found jobs yet, and the times were
getting harder. There were 25 boys and
5 girls in my class. The boys knew jobs
would be still harder to get, so they quit
school when they could find a suitable
job. When one of the girls got an office
job, I also felt I wanted to work.
Reading the "Aalesund Avis", I saw
two jobs advertised. One was in a
lawyers office, the other job read:
"Revisor wanted, apply Aalesund's
Kerditbank". I was thinking "It must
be nice to work in a bank", so I decided
to ask for the job. I had no idea what the
word "Revisor" meant, but I figured it
was worth my trying anyhow. (I later
found out "Revisor" meant auditor.)1

After approaching the bank and
enquiring about the job, Jennie runs home to
write a job application.
Writing the application as neatly as I
could, I went back to the bank. Again I
ran more than I walked, and I went to
the back door.
Going home I walked slowly, wondering
what kind of answer I would get. I had
not been home very long, before I got a
call from the bank to come to work next
Monday.
Jennie spent a year and a half working
for the bank before arranging to immigrate to
Canada. Here are her remarks about this brief
period in her life:

Ingrid Buschmann
is currently the
Assistive Services
Supervisor at the
Greater Victoria
Public Library.
She has lived in
Victoria, BC for
more than 30 years
and is fascinated
with discovering
her Canadian roots.

My bank job lasted a year and a half. I
enjoyed every day at my job, and I was
told if I should come back to Norway
from Canada, that I could come back to
work again.
Jennie tells about her initial arrangements
for travel to Canada:
When I bought my ticket to Canada
at the Norwegian-America Line in
Aalesund, the clerk had never heard of
Barnet [now part of Port Moody],
B.C. He had to look it up in the
Canadian Railroad Guide. He found
out that I had to travel to Vancouver,
and from there, take a bus to Barnet.
Since I was leaving the train at
Vancouver, the clerk had to make sure
someone would meet me on arrival.
I went home and told mother I could
not buy a ticket before the agent was
assured that someone would meet me
in Vancouver when I got off the train.
— So mother sent a telegram to her
Uncle Knut in Barnet and asked if he
would arrange to have someone come
and meet me. Mother got a reply that

Noreen Buschmann
Jacky has been
on the staff of
the University
of Washington
libraries in Seattle
for more than
30 years and is
currently on the
staff of the Built
Environments
Library there. She
enjoys researching
family history.
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my Aunt Nikka would meet me at the
Railroad station in Vancouver.
Jennie comments briefly on the end of
her ocean voyage to Canada.
When the SS Bergensfjord landed at
Halifax, I was glad the ocean voyage
was over. The best part of the journey
was ahead. ...Before leaving the
Bergensfjord we stood in line to be
checked off the passenger list. At the
same time we received a slip of paper
with the number of the coach where
we should enter the train. The train
fare was included in our ticket from
Norway.2
Jennie's father, Johan Korsnes, had
emigrated in 1923, and had written letters to
his family in Norway describing his journey.
Jennie recalls his descriptions.
From Dad's first letter to Mother
I remember how he described the
train trip from Nova Scotia to New
Westminster.
The ocean voyage from England to
Canada had been rough, and Dad said
they were all glad when they reached
Canada. ...Canada was a much bigger
country that we had imagined. They
had travelled through miles and miles
without seeing a house or any people
around. Coming through the prairies
they saw land as far as they could
see, "dry land and barren without a
tree". There were miles between the
farmhouses. Coming further west the
scenery changes. Now they had seen
flatland with lakes surrounded by
green trees, to the North, the Canadian
Rockies. ...Uncultivated land were
[sic] in every direction."3

We were happy to be able to travel and
to be able to come to this great country.
Already I had so much to write home
about — all good about Canada.
My girlfriend and I sat together. We
were all friends, and we laughed and
were in good humor. Being immigrants
and sharing the adventure of entering a
new land made us friends.5
She goes on to describe her train trip. The
train was known as "The Immigration Special"
carrying 800 Norwegian immigrants to various
destinations. There was a four hour layover
in Winnipeg with time for the immigrants to
explore.
What an unexpected adventure.
Imagine Norwegian immigrants being
tourists in the big city of Winnipeg.
Everything in Canada seemed to be on
a much bigger scale than in Norway,
bigger and fancier business buildings,
wider streets and open spaces where
you could see for blocks. We admired
the architecture of the Post Office, a
Catholic Church and an old charming
hotel. There seemed to be a bank on
every corner.6
After the layover in Winnipeg, Jennie
re-boarded the train to continue her journey
towards Vancouver.
The next stop after Manitoba was
Saskatchewan. Many of the farm boys
were leaving at Saskatchewan. I sat
close to the window and was happy
for each emigrant [sic] who was met
with hugs and handshakes. From
Saskatchewan we traveled through
Alberta. This was also farm country
and by now most of the farm boys had
left the train.

My ticket read Halifax -Vancouver, and
I would be seeing the same land, the big
prairies, the mountains and lakes, and
maybe even some bears.4

In 1981, Jennie published an article in a
paper known as the Norrana which describes
the Immigration Special and further comments
on the journey across the country.

Jennie described her feelings and
observations about her train trip as she
travelled across Canada. All of the Norwegian
immigrants became friends as they travelled
together. She frequently refers to "we" in her
journals.

What touching reunions. They shook
hands and embarrassed each other.
Sometimes when the farmers had their
wives along the womanfolk would weep
openly and smile through their tears
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as they embarrassed their Norwegian
Guest. This was a big day for farmers
as well as for the immigrants.7

Her journal entry continues:
Our Railroad agent in Winnipeg
guided us to the train going all the
way to Vancouver. My ticket read
"Aalesund — Halifax, Barnet, BC".
What the ticket seller did not know was
that the Special Immigration train was
allowed to stop at any small station
where it showed on the ticket. Barnet
was a whistle stop on the regular run,
but the special train could stop there.
This I did not understand but did not
think of the difference it would make
later on. We had already picked our
seats, and the agent had helped with
placing parcels and small packages on
the shelves above the seats when the
conductor came. He greeted us saying
"welcome to Canada" and told us he
would be our conductor all the way to
the west coast.
Since so many people had left the
train by the time we came to British
Columbia, the conductor had time to
visit. He was wondering what I was
going to do in Canada, so while he was
sitting checking his tickets across from
me, he started a conversation.
When we arrived at Barnet, it was
overcast and threatened to rain. The
Conductor appeared to help me with
my luggage. We had only a short
distance to walk from the train to the
station waiting room.
When the lady agent at the Barnet
station heard the train make a full stop,
she was surprised. She had not expected
any passengers getting off here. — So
she came running towards us to see
what happened. Seeing the conductor
carrying a suitcase and a young girl
following him with a small handbag,
she got curious and ran towards them
to see what happened. The Conductor
told her, I was going to my Aunt and
Uncle in Barnet.

The agent, who was Swedish, asked the
names of my relatives. When I told her
it was Knut and Nikka Vik, she said
that she knew them, and she would
show me where they lived. First, she
had to place the mail in their slots in the
office. The mailbag was full of letters
from Norway. While she was sorting
the mail, she asked me questions in
Swedish, and I understood her well,
and could answer her in Norwegian
which she knew. We got along fine.
She told me there was a good highway
we could take to the house, but we will
take a short cut climbing up a steep
trail, which the mill-workers use. We
used the trail, being careful not to get
tangled up in lots of fallen branches
from the trees — and watching for
falling stones. I carried the big suitcase
and she handled the small one and a
couple of packages. We were happy
when we reached the top of the hill and
she pointed out the house. Now she
said, you can manage by yourself, for
she had to rush back to the office, and
be ready for the next incoming train.
I knocked at the front door. Nobody
answered. Chickens were cackling in
the backyard so I thought my aunt
could be there. No, she was not there
either so I went to the front of the house
again.
By this time it had started to rain,
and my suitcase had to be lifted up on
the front porch out of the rain. While
doing this a cat suddenly appeared in
the front room window sill. She placed
herself carefully between geranium
plants and sat comfortably looking at
me. I sure wished I could be inside like
the cat, nice and dry. Even as it rained
my aunt's flower garden fascinated me,
so I walked around looking at the neat
rows of blooming crocuses, narcissus
and hyacinths. We had heard that my
aunt was a good gardener and that
gardening and baking were her hobbies.
It was getting to be a long wait, and I
was getting tired and cold after the long
train ride.
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Finally, I heard a noise on the highway;
it was a bus stopping, and here came
my aunt. When she saw me she came
running and gave me a big hug. She
looked upset, and tears were running
down her cheeks as she held me tight.
Between sobbing and talking she told
me how worried she had been. "This is
the third day I have been in Vancouver
to meet the "Immigration Special" she
said, "and when the last Norwegian
immigrant had arrived and you were
not there, I went around to groups of
Norwegian newcomers, who were still
standing there — in the train depot
and asked if they had seen a young
girl leaving the train or if they know
anything about her. Nobody had
noticed or heard anything." My aunt
was visibly worn-out of worries. I felt
terribly sorry. Imagine for three days
she had been traveling forth and back
to Vancouver on the bus to meet me
— getting up early, and come home
disappointed in the afternoon. No
wonder she was frustrated.

Jennie's Uncle
Knut, Aunt Nikka
and Jennie's
golden-haired
cousin Elbie Wick.
Barnet, 1929
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Once in Barnet, Jennie describes the
household of her aunt and uncle with whom
she lived for a short time.
The little cabin that my uncle and aunt
and their daughter lived in belonged
to the lumber company that my uncle
worked for — but the flowers and the
gardens, and good fsic] and the cookies
and cakes — their friends, were all
their own — and they were free people
— they did not have to follow family
tradition — they could move and buy
and do what-ever they wanted to.
— And they did move, and they did
prosper.
My little niece was five years old when
she left Norway in 1923. When my
father joined her parents in Canada —
she had pictures on her bedroom wall
from her school-plays where she was
the Good-Ferry [sic].. .happiness and
goodness was the prevailing mood.
Jennie did not live long with her aunt
and uncle.
I stuck a few garments into the small
suitcase, and got ready for town in
the morning to look for a job. I had

Vancouver Island to be relief operation
at the Canada Pacific Telegraph Office.
A girl in the office had arranged for a
sleeping room for me at with a local
family where I could make a cup of
coffee for my morning toast. I felt
honored to be asked to travel.
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enough money to live at the Y.W.C.A.
The Y.W.C.A [in Vancouver] was
centrally located. The main building
had nice rooms and a dining room,
and next to it was the Annex, where
you could get a cheaper room or share
a room. Here was a kitchen, with
toasters, and electrical small appliances
for making coffee, and lunches. There
was also a washroom, where you could
wash stockings and lingerie.
She lived in a house where she receivec
board and room in exchange for helping with
housework. Jennie attended the Sprott Shaw
business school in February 1928. She took
stenography, mathematics and shorthand, as
well as typing. At Sprott Shaw, Jennie learnec
the skills to become a telegraph operator, anc
in 1929, she was hired by the Canadian Pacific
Telegraph office in Vancouver.
In June 1930, she tells of a summer trip to
Victoria, BC for work.
On a beautiful Sunday in June 1930,
I was on the ferry from Vancouver,
British Columbia to Victoria on the

Jennie and friend,
Nikka's garden.
Barnet, circa 1928

Meta, an elderly experienced telegraph
officer, was also going to Victoria. She
had been summer clerk at the Empress
Hotel for years, and had many friends.
She brought along a brand new bright
car — which she looked forward to
scout around in on the Island.
In general, her journals portray a
sunny and optimistic outlook. However, in
a 1986 letter to her great niece, Ingrid, Jennie
commented on the reality of the working
climate of the Depression during her early
years in Canada. Still, her optimism remains
constant.
There were many weeks in Canada
when I was on call only — and when
we had work, we were laid off during
the week-end and hired again in the
beginning of the week for that way
the company saved insurance money.
Times like this have happened before,
and will happen again — but somehow
— everybody gets by.8
In her notes, Jennie writes about getting
to know other Norwegians and joining an
organization called the Sons of Norway. "The
fledgling organization provided not only
security against financial crisis and a forum
to celebrate their new nationalism, but it also
served to preserve the many things Norwegian
which were treasured by those who had left
Norway: the literature, music and art which
formed such a large part of their heritage" 9 . She
attended Sons of Norway dances on Saturday
nights.
The sons of Norway motto — is to
help each other in a strange land —
and to band together to help in case
of sickness: this was practiced. They
did help people that had accidents or
sorrow — or landed in hospital — and
did not have any relations in this great
big Canada — in the pioneer province
of British Columbia.
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Top: English Bay,
Stanley Park, circa
1929.
Right: Jennie
portrait taken at
Campbell Studio,
Vancouver.
Bottom: Stanley
Park, Jennie and
friends.

Because of the on-call nature of working
as a telegraph operator for the Canadian
Pacific Railway Company, Jennie found other
job opportunities as described below.
At a Sons of Norway business meeting
I met the owners of the Norwegian
Newspaper the Vancouver Posten.
The editor, the owner and the businessmanager; all three were at the meeting.
They had heard of my education and
offered me a chance to write a column
in their paper. They jokingly said that
they wanted to make me famous.
So they asked me to go to a photographer
for a picture suitable for a newspaper
column. My articles appeared under
the heading of "Jennies Corner" and

10
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my picture would appear over the
story. I went along with the suggestion.
It was lots of work and I was plenty
teased. Especially about the hat that
I wore. I had gone to millinery before
I went to the photographer, and told
them I needed a hat for my column.
They showed me a good grade panama
straw hat with a big bow in the back.
It was expensive and good looking.
The boys, however, would make fun of
it and called it a baby hat — and then
they would laugh.
I wrote mostly to the fishermen and
the loggers and maybe I refreshed
some memories for them from Norway
— I cannot remember now — but
it did add many new subscribers to
the paper. It gave it a feminine touch
which was brand new at this time. I
kept on writing until I got work at the
telegraph office. Then again, when I got
laid off in slack-season at the telegraph
office — I was employed at the paper

and worked intermittently between the
paper and the telegraph office so that
when the telegraph office wanted me I
was free to leave. A marvelous set up.

regular cafes like thefamous Scott's cafe
— where you could have [an] excellent
meal, and then if you wish you could
have your tea-cup read.

On the way to work in the afternoons,
I had lots of time for looking around
and shopping. I enjoy shopping, and
looking around. I would walk down
Pender Street, passed the St. Paul's
Hospital, and the United Methodist
and the Baptist church — and all the
time have the most beautiful view of the
Golden Lions — part of the Cascade
Mountains over on West and North
Vancouver. I would cross over to the
Granville Street, which was full of
stores. Upper Granville Street had
lots of furrier stores. The furs would
be brought into town by trappers —
and the taxidermists showed pieces of
all kinds offurs in their natural shape
— and finished products. Further
down were the smaller and more
expensive locations for butiques [sic].
Imports from India, China, Japan,
Australia — a traveler's paradise. The
long narrow shops would have one
big display window — all shops were
conformative — and orderly, neat and
exclusive. In between these shops, there
would be the English candy-shops. The
Canadian — being mostly of English
descent are candy eaters — and they
smoke cigarettes — something I always
connected with the English factorygirls — and English gossiping —
humor.

Movies — the best ones were close to
Granville and on Granville, and the
prices before 1PM, which was when I
could take in a movie — were 25 cents
for the first run pictures.
Life was so different from living
in Norway. It was a never ending
discovery of foreign things — and
interesting people. And — here I was,
young and free and with a good job —
and never worried about anything —
only awed at all the nice happenings
that could unfold during a day or
weeks.
Why do I want to write? I want to write
to tell the world, of what Ifound leaving
our little Norway — which in itself is a
most beautiful place to live — but, you
had to get out if you wanted to see the
world around you. I am still admiroing
[sic] this place — where I first landed
- amd [sic] I shall admire it until I die.
The beautiful summer evenings by
the beaches — the wonderful Catholic
churches as well as the Baptist and the
Methodist — the St. Marks — they all
are part of the experience of a young girl
from Norway, that left home without
any idea of what she was going to do
or live on - with no fears or thoughts
of what it would be like. I only wanted
to know — if what we read about in
Norway was true — that the young
boys got free land if they promised to
work for five years on the farm — and
cultivate the soil. It was true.

The big department stores were further
down on Hastings, and at the end of
Granville street. I would take different
routes to work in the afternoon —
being I worked mostly from 4PM to
12 midnight — I had all the time in
the world. Cafes were plenty of — and
shops where I could buy orange joke
[sic] or melon — og [sic] light soft
drink was also part of the finds on my
road. I enjoyed every bit of my walks.

After ten years in Vancouver, Jennie
emigrated to Seattle to join her father — but
her telegraph coworkers remained her lifelong
friends.

Vancouver was such a Metropolitan
place — small cafes with live music,
especially German music — and

I am forever thankful to the Canadian
Pacific Telegraph gang, and the
beautiful five piece coffee and tea silver

Postscript
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service that was presented to me from the office
when I left, is my most precious gift.
In 19381 left the telegraph office when I immigrated
to the United States where my family lived. After
two years I was back again in the communications
field. Working for the Western Union in Seattle, I
frequently worked the Vancouver, B.C. circuit —
and when my old gang in Vancouver heard that I
was on the wire, I got lots of greetings and renewed
our friendships. "10
Jennie continued to stay in touch with her
Aunt Nikka and Uncle Knut and cousin, Elbie, and
in fact, cousin Elbie was the maid of honour at her
wedding. Nikka and Knut Wick as well as daughter,
Elbie, lived in British Columbia for the rest of their lives.
Little did I know when I emigrated from Aalesund
Norway, to Canada in 1927, that I should be living
in one of the most beautiful cities in the world.
Jennie carried her love of Canada with her for the
rest of her life.
Jennie B. Hartmann (nee Korsnes) died in Seattle on
April 11,1993. •
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Lt. Col. Eric Parker Tibetan Collection at MOA
by Ann Poole

Family mythology created a desire for Ann Poole to know
more about her grandfather, Eric Parker, and how his
journey is captured at the UBC Museum of Anthropology.

A

mong the many collections held
in the Museum of Anthropology
(MOA) at the University of British
Columbia is the Lt. Col. Eric Parker
Tibetan Collection. The MOA collection is
comprised of seventy-nine objects, six hundred
photographs, and a number of documents and
letters which reflect Eric Parker's time in Tibet
between 1921 and 1924.
The museum's Multiversity Galleries
house and exhibit the objects which include
porcelain tea cups, copper jugs, an intricately
carved silver container, bead necklaces,
cotton thigh-length boots, brass shrines, a
horn trumpet as well as military knives. The
black and white photographs taken by Parker
are held in the Audrey and Harry Hawthorn
Library and Archives. According to MOA
Archivist Krisztina Laszlo, "What makes
Parker's photographs extra-ordinary is the
range of subjects he recorded: military scenes,
festivals, people from all levels of society,
architecture and landscapes." 1 The archives
also contain written documentation that
include letters from the famed Tibetan scholar
Sir Charles Bell as well as correspondence
from Tibetan government officials and the 13th
Dalai Lama. These objects, photographs, and
documents are a valuable source for insight
into pre-1949 Tibet. Yet, they do not tell us
about the man whose life's journey led to his
accumulation of the Tibetan memorabilia
which now reside in the MOA. This is the life
story of the man behind the Lt. Col. Eric Parker
Tibetan Collection.
Eric Parker was born on June 16, 1896 at
131 Earlsfield Road in Wandsworth, a borough
of London situated south of the Thames River.2
His father was Harry Parker, a telegraphist
employed by the London Central Post Office,
and his mother was Ellen Matilda Tomkins, the
daughter of a butcher.
At age thirteen, in 1909, Parker was
enrolled in Wandsworth Technical Institute.
When Parker turned sixteen in 1912 he left

school and began to study for entry into the
Church of England as an Anglican priest.
According to a brief account of his life, which
he wrote in 1961, Parker recorded that he "was
studying for the Church when War I broke
out". 3 He stated in his account, "I joined the
Queen's Westminster Rifles in August 1914,
went to France as reinforcement in Nov or Dec
1914 but I was sent back as being underage." 4
Despite the lack of an army record, Parker's
recollection can be corroborated by using
other primary and secondary records which
provide evidence of the battalion formation
and mobilization dates he remembered.
Parker's remembrance, almost fifty years
later, of enlisting in August 1914 coincides with
the dates of the formation and mobilization of
the 16th (County of London) Battalion (Queen's
Westminster Rifles).5 The Queen's Westminster
Rifles, a home-based Territorial Force, accepted
volunteers for France after the August 4th
declaration of war. One volunteer soldier was
Bernard Joseph Brookes who recorded his
experiences in the 16th Battalion in a diary.
Brookes noted that he enlisted at the London
headquarters of the Queen's Westminster
Rifles on August 7.6 Parker's date of enlistment
can be ascertained from his Indian
Army application where
he reported that
he enlisted
on August
31s',
three
weeks after
Brookes.7
Brookes'
diary
also
substantiates
Parker's
recollection of his
mobilization
date.
Brookes recorded on
November I s ' the 16th
Queen's
Westminster
Rifles boarded a troop ship at

Ann Poole is the
granddaughter
of Eric Parker.
She received
her AAA from the
Department of
History at Simon
Fraser University
in 2007. She is
currently working
on another BC
ancestor project.
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Southampton and disembarked at La Havre on
November 3 rd . The soldiers traveled by train to
Calais and were marching toward the front
lines when they were told, as Brookes wrote,
that they "would be going into the trenches on
9th December." 8 Sometime between November
4th and December 9th Parker was ordered to
return to England for being, as he recalled,
under the required enlistment age of eighteen
years. This suggests that military commanders
were watching for underage boys who
managed to be accepted as volunteer soldiers
by the initial recruitment authorities. The
presumption that Parker was one of these
underage boys was based on his appearance.
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He had reached his eighteenth birthday on
June 16, 1914 yet was unable to prove this
without his birth certificate. Parker was forced
to comply with the order to go home.
When Parker returned to England he
showed his proof of legal age to the military
authorities, possibly hoping to be sent back
to join his unit. He did not rejoin his unit
but continued to serve most likely in a home
service battalion. He was commissioned on
September 21, 1915 as a second lieutenant and
remained in England for another year.9
Second Lieutenant Parker was deployed
to France on September 3, 1916 and was
assigned to the 13th Battalion of the York and
Lancashire Infantry Regiment.10 The 13th York
and Lancashire Battalion was attached to 94th
Brigade of the 31 s ' Division of General Sir
Hubert Gough's Reserve Army, later renamed
the Fifth Army.11 Again, the movements of
the regiment coincide with Parker's 1961
recollection that he "took part on the push
on the Somme" and that he was in "reserve
behind the Canadians at Vimy Ridge".12 The
13th York and Lancashire Regiment had been
fighting in the Battle of the Somme since the
offensive began on July 1, 1916. Parker arrived
at the front line in time to participate in the
September 25 to 28th attack on Thiepval Ridge
as well as the final Somme assault on Ancre
from November 13 to 18th. The 13th York and
Lancashires remained at Ancre during the
winter of 1916 and 1917 and were part of the
Arras offensive, which included Vimy Ridge,
from April 9 to May 16,1917.13
During the summer of 1917 Parker applied
to enter the Indian Army, an opportunity to
escape the horrors of trench warfare. On July
9th he filled in the application for probation for
a permanent commission in the Indian Army.
His commanding officer, Major R. W. Currin
of the 13th York and Lancashire Regiment,
signed a recommendation and the 94th Brigade
Commander of the 31 s ' Division wrote "I
consider 2d Lieut. Parker to be a capable and
energetic officer and suited for a Commission
in the Indian Army". 14 His application also
included a written reference from Dr. Waite,
the headmaster of Wandsworth Technical
Institute, who wrote on July 21,1917,
I have known Mr. Eric Parker for the
last eight years during the first three

of which he was a pupil in this school.
He attained a good position in one of
the highest Forms and I can strongly
recommend him both on account of
his educational standard and of his
general character and conduct as
thoroughly suitable in every respect for
a Commission in the Indian Army.li
Parker was examined in the field by a
military doctor on August 20th and found to be
fit.16 He sent the application to the India Office
in London, which received the documents
on October 30th.17 During this time Parker
remained in the front line trenches where, as
he recalled, "I was wounded in the autumn
of 1917".1S The wound seemed to be minor
as Parker appeared before the Indian Army
Selection Board on November 10th.
During Parker's examination by the
Selection Board he was asked if he had any
family connections with India. The application
form Parker filled out also required the
applicant to state if he had "Any special
qualifications for Indian service, such as
knowledge of Hindstani or other Indian
languages, family connections with India,
&c."19 Parker stated on the application that
he had "relations [who] served in India for
10 years" and similarly told the Selection
Committee that his "relations served in India
for the British Army [for] 10 years." 20 There is
no record of Parker's family either serving in
India in the British Army or residing in India.
However, the family of his future wife, Minnie
Armstrong, fits this description. John Henry
Armstrong, Minnie's father, served in India
from 1897 to 1907 in the South Staffordshire
Regiment of the British Army. 21 Minnie, born in
Madras in 1897, lived in India with her parents
and siblings until she was ten years old. It
seems that John Armstrong and his wife, Jessie
Bradshaw, agreed to allow Parker to use their
British military experience, their residence in
India, and an expected future union between
Parker and their daughter on his application.
The Armstrongs' permission suggests that
Eric and Minnie were engaged to be married
before Parker left for France in September 1916.
Parker's claim of a family connection to India
was accepted by the board and on December
12, 1917 he embarked on a troop ship bound
for Bombay.22

Parker recollected that after he arrived
in India "in February 1918 [he] was posted to
QVO Corps of Guides permanently stationed
in the N. W. Frontier".23 This was the Indian
Army's 3 rd Battalion of the Queen Victoria Own
Corps of Guides (Frontier Force).24 The March
16, 1920 edition of The London Gazette notes
that Parker was posted to the infantry section
and on February 19, 1918, after a year serving
on India's Northwest Frontier his probationary
period ended and he was a full officer in the
Indian Army.
Parker recalled that during his time
in the 3 rd Battalion of the Guides on the
Northwest Frontier he "served in operations
against Afghanistan in 1919 and in Waziristan
in 1920" P The Third Afghan War erupted in
May 1919 when Afghan troops crossed the
border and invaded British India. After peace
was declared in August, hostilities emerged in
Waziristan known as the Waziristan Campaign.
Fighting between the British and Indian
armies and the Wazirstan troops continued
from November 1919 to May 1920. Although
it is difficult to confirm if Parker served in
Afghanistan it can be demonstrated that he was
present in Waziristan during the fighting. The
General Staff of the British Army conducted a
military analysis of the Wazirstan Campaign
and reported that the 3 rd Battalion of the Guides
was deployed to Waziristan in January 1920.26
Parker recalled that he remained in Waziristan
after peace was declared and during this time
he was promoted to Captain on June 21,1920.27
In September 1921 Parker was deployed
to Tibet as Captain of the 90th Punjabis to take
up the post of the Officer Commanding the
Trade Agent's Escort at the Trade Agency
located at Gyantse. As part of the terms of
the 1904 Anglo-Tibetan Convention three
Trade Agencies were established by the
British government at Yatung, Gartok, and
Gyantse. The Convention was the result of
the Younghusband Mission, led by Lieutenant
Colonel Francis Younghusband. The Mission's
purpose was to force Tibetan officials to open
the border between Tibet and British India
for trade purposes and to establish a British
presence to counter Russian attempts to
expand into Tibet. Each Trade Agency was
operated by a Trade Agent. The Gyantse Trade
Agency was staffed with an Indian Army
BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORY | Fall 2012 | Vol. 45 No. 3
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officer, commanding a company of Sepoys
(Indian soldiers), and was known as the Escort
Commander. 28
Between 1905 and 1947 sixty-four
Indian Army officers held the position of
Escort Commander at Gyantse.29 According
to this list, Captain Parker was the eighteenth
Escort Commander, serving from September
1921 to September 1922. One of Parker's first
duties when he arrived at Gyantse was to
provide escort to Sir Charles Bell. Historian
Alexander McKay, described Bell as "the most
influential of the British Officers who served in
Tibet".30 Bell was departing Tibet after a year
long mission spent in Lhasa to reinforce his
friendship with and British influence over the
13th Dalai Lama.
As Bell made plans to leave Lhasa he
wrote to Parker on September 23 rd , "We hope
to start back fairly soon now, and to have
the pleasure of meeting you, when we pass
through Gyantse. Perhaps you will kindly
bring the escort to meet us at Ta-ring, seven
miles from Gyantse, in accordance with the
usual custom". 31 A month later, on October
27th, Bell sent a handwritten note from Ta-ring
requesting that the mounted escort arrive the
next morning. "Many thanks," he wrote, "for
the offer of a guard on the Dak bungalow,
which I am very glad to accept. I am very sorry
you have had influenza. Please do not trouble
to come out yourself."32 Parker remembered
in 1961 that he did meet Sir Charles Bell, so,
despite illness, he may have either escorted
Bell at Ta-ring or met Bell at the Gyantse Trade
Agency.
In addition to his escort duties, Parker
also trained Tibetan soldiers. He received a
letter, dated December 9th, from the Ministers
of Tibet stating that the Viceroy of India had
given permission for Parker to train Tibetan
troops. In the letter the Ministers wrote,
we are sending two Officers named
Chang-Cha-Ghung and Tha-Ji-GabShi-Wa, and also onehundred [sic]
recruit soldiers for training in drill and
army rule and regulations. Please train
them carefully and perfectly so that
they mey [sic] be learned perfectly and
useful to Tibetan Government.33
Although unusual, this request was
not entirely unique as Tibetan soldiers were
16
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trained by a Gyantse Escort Commander in
1915.34
Letters from the MOA collection reveal
that understanding the Tibetan language and
negotiating Tibetan culture was difficult at
times for Parker as he undertook the job of
teaching British military drill to Tibetan troops.
The 13th Dalai Lama wrote to Parker on January
10, 1922, acknowledging "that although you
do not know Tibetan language yet you hope to
be able to train them well"35. By June, Parker
found some success in his attempts to learn
the Tibetan language. In an unaddressed letter
dated June 18 he stated, "I have managed to
master enough to make myself understood on
most occasions".36 However, overcoming the
language barrier proved easier for Parker than
changing Tibetan religious and cultural values.
Parker encountered resistance from
the Tibetan officials when he attempted to
impose British military regulations that ran
against their religious and cultural values. A
British military requirement that was proving
unacceptable to the Tibetans was one of
Parker's first request that the soldiers receive
haircuts. On December 28, 1921 the Shapes of
Tibet, members of the Tibetan Council, wrote
to Parker explaining that, "In Tibet there
are monks and laymen [who] are doing the
Government affairs, so it is not right to cut
the hairs of laymen by religious point at the
same time it will harm to religious affairs."37
In the same June 18th letter Parker described
training Tibetan soldiers as "very interesting
and helpful, although rather worrying" as he
found that the officers "do not like being made
to do anything at regular times nor do they
care for being under another man's orders". 38
Faced with the unexpected responsibility of
training Tibetan troops, Parker coped with an
unfamiliar language and customs he found
difficult to understand through his Eurocentric
lens.
Parker's Eurocentric view can be seen
in a second unaddressed letter written on
June 20th after he attended the Gyantse
Horse Racing Festival, an annual religious
and cultural festival. Unsure about the
purpose of the ceremony he concluded, in
a slightly condescending tone, that "As far
as I can understand it is on the conclusion of
sowing of the crops". 39 Parker observed the

Buddhist ceremony which began the festival
and described the event as "nothing more
than devil worship and veneration by fear of
the Lamas". 40 The festivities continued with
horse racing and archery competitions that
brought all levels of the Tibetan community
together. Parker took a stereotypical view of
"the Jongpen [Military Governor of Gyantse]
dressed in his official clothes and looking like
the King of Siam".41 He also saw the enjoyment
that the local people derived from the festival
as their way to "generally make their miserable
lives happy". 42 As with most contemporary
Europeans, Parker maintained what Edward
Said termed as "Orientalism", an "ours" and
"theirs" mentality toward non-European
people.43 Parker framed and understood
unfamiliar Tibetan customs in relation to
familiar European values and beliefs.
The small number of British subjects
living in Tibet strove to maintain their familiar
European traditions. On August 30, 1922
Parker attended the wedding ceremony of
former Escort Commander Frank Perry and
Annie MacDonald, daughter of Trade Agent
David MacDonald, at Yatung.44 This was,
according to McKay, "the first, and only,
European wedding" ceremony to take place in
Tibet and "was a popular affair on the frontier,
with a number of guests arriving from India,
including one old
lady who walked
all the
way".45
This unique event
was recorded by
Parker with his
photograph
of
the couple at the
ceremony.46
S h o r t l y
after the wedding
Parker was recalled
to India and his
service as Escort
Commander
ended. He packed
his camera and
his letters and led
his company of
Sepoys back over
the
Himalayas.
At some
point

one of the Sepoys presented Parker with a
Tibetan made cotton belt, currently housed
in the MOA, with the inscription, "TO THE
CAPTAIN E PARKER BELT PRESENTED BY
SEPOY CHULAMED No.4829. 90 PUNJABIS".
Parker's departure took the Tibetan soldiers
by surprise. Two Tibetan Officers, ChangShen Kung and Theji Gab-Shi, sent to Gyantse
for training by the Dalai Lama, wrote a letter
requesting that Parker be allowed to return.
They claimed that:
As a Drill-Instructor, he took special
interest in teaching us military tactics
and did his duties very satisfactorily
to the praise and glory of the Great
British Government. But his sudden
recall to India made us very sad indeed
and discouraged us greatly in our work
and it is very unlikely that a Jemadar
of his type will ever come to Tibet.
This Jemadar Sahib has kept the good
relations of the British and Tibetans and
spared no pains in giving instructions
to the Tibetan soldiers in English Drill.
He established friendship between the
British and the Tibetans.*1
Parker must have kept his Eurocentric
thoughts private from the Tibetan people,
indeed, he made a favourable impression on

Wedding ceremony
of former Escort
Commander
Frank Perry and
Annie MacDonald,
daughter of Trade
Agent David
MacDonald, at
Yatung, 1922.
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them. His recall
was due to the
prescribed military
rotation of Escort
Commanders.
Historian
Alex
McKay
listed
the Indian Army
officers and their
service as Escort
Commanders
that show officer
turnover occurring
approximately
once a year.48 The
Tibetan
officers
appear
not
to
have been aware
of this turnover.
Although Parker
could not return in
a military capacity
he intended to
return to Tibet as a
civilian.

Parker and Perry
laughing as they
pose, climbing a
tree.

Parker
left
Tibet with plans
to return as he
had an agreement
with former Escort
Commander
Frank Perry to
become partners
in a trading post at
Yatung. When Parker arrived in India's North
West Frontier he resigned from the Indian Army
under the Surplus Officer's Scheme.49 He then
wrote to Minnie Armstrong asking her to come
to India, marry him, and go back to Tibet with
him. Minnie's response is evidenced when, on
November 24, 1922, she boarded the Merkara
in London, bound for Calcutta, and indicated
on the ship's passenger list that she intended
to permanently reside in India.50 She arrived
in Calcutta where, on January 2, 1923, Minnie
Armstrong and Eric Parker were married by
licence in St. Paul's Cathedral. 51 The newly
married couple traveled by mountain ponies
through the Himalayas and the Chumbi Valley
toward Yatung. Frank and Annie Perry were
waiting for them and pictures taken of the two
couples show a happy relationship between the
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four of them. One photograph shows Parker
and Perry laughing as they pose, climbing a
tree.52 The partnership between Parker and
Perry began in good spirits, however, the
relationship did not end so positively.
Frank Perry had already run into trouble
prior to his partnership with Parker. Perry
held the post of Escort Commander at Gyantse
from 1918 until 1920. In June 1921 he was
arrested in Delhi, India under the suspicion of
stealing from the Gyantse treasury. He escaped
from custody and fled back to Tibet. He was
re-arrested in August and in February 1922
faced a court-martial for theft, negligence,
escape from custody, and desertion from
the military. Though the theft charge could
not be proved, Perry was found guilty of
negligence and desertion and was immediately
discharged from the Indian Army. He again
returned to Yatung where Trade Agent David
MacDonald, his son, John, and his daughter,
Annie, welcomed him.53 Perry seemed to
be able to quickly repair any damage to his
reputation. Six months later he married Annie
and made an agreement with Parker to begin a
commercial partnership in a trading post when
Parker returned to Tibet.
However, Perry's true character emerged
and the partnership was dissolved when
Perry, according to McKay, failed to invest
his half of the money in the trading post.
Perry's motivation for the trading post was an
"attempt to establish residence in Yatung as a
trader under the Trade regulations" and after
the collapse of the partnership, his claim to be
a trader "enabled him to remain in Yatung".54
In December 1923 Parker found himself drawn
into another of Perry's schemes when Parker
was asked if he was sending false stories to the
Daily Mail in London. Parker quickly denied
any involvement and it became clear that Perry
was behind the reports. 55
Parker and his wife continued residing
at Yatung as trading post operators in 1924.
They were present when the third Mount
Everest Expedition arrived at the Yatung Trade
Agency in April. Indeed, Parker recollected
that he "met the three Mt Everest expeditions
of 1921, 2 &3".56 Parker met the members of the
first Expedition in the autumn of 1921 during
their return from an attempted ascent of the
mountain. The second Expedition arrived in

Tibet in the spring of 1922 and headed towards
their base camp, located on the Rongbuk
Glacier in Tibet's Tringi County. Parker wrote
"I went with the second expedition as far as
Tringi Gong which is almost at the foot of
Mt Everest".57 Parker also took a picture of
Captain John Noel, the Expedition's official
photographer, as Noel photographed the
members of the Expedition.58 The third
Expedition returned to Tibet in April 1924 not
in 1923 as Parker mistakenly remembered forty
years later.
Sometime in late 1924 Parker and his wife
finally left Tibet. They carefully packed their
accumulated objects, photographs, and letters
onto ponies and carried them back across the
Himalayas into India. Parker found work as a
manager of a tea factory in Madras and where,
in June 1925, Minnie gave birth to a son. In May
1927 Parker was listed on the India Reserve of
Officers as a Captain and finally resigned his
commission on January 1, 1931.59 Parker had
settled into civilian life in India. He and Minnie
shaped their growing family, increased with
the birth of a daughter, in accordance with
other middle-class Britons in India. Parker and
his wife engaged Indian household servants,
centered their social activities at the local club,
and made periodic visits "home" to England.
These were accepted standards to which
aspiring middle-class Britons, residing in India
during the 1920s and 1930s, adhered. 60 Parker
and his family embraced these middle-class
standards until the Second World War broke
out.
On September 20, 1940 the Indian Army
recalled Parker from retirement. 61 Two and
half million Indians volunteered for service in
WW II and created a need for increased Indian
Army military personnel. 62 Parker was reemployed with his previous rank of Captain as
a staff officer in New Dehli. He was promoted
to Acting Major in October 1941 and given
the job of Deputy Assistant Adjutant General.
In January 1942 he became Temporary Major,
then promoted to Acting Lieutenant Colonel
the following September, and finally elevated
to Temporary Lieutenant Colonel three months
later. During this time he was the Assistant
Adjutant General in charge of the Women's
Auxiliary Corps until February 1944. He was
transferred to Poona as the Assistant Adjutant

General until March 1946 and finally to Bombay
where he remained until his departure from
India in April 1947.63
Parker recalled that as Assistant Adjutant
General he was responsible for "the raising of
units & the provisioning of personnel" as well
as being "responsible for the administration of
base hospitals with beds dealing with sick and
wounded from North Africa, Iraq & the Burma
front".64 His various commanding officers
gave him reviews ranging from "quick and
accurate with marked organizing powers",
to "industrious, loyal and pleasant to work
with" as well as "has a good manner and is
popular". 65 But as Parker was promoted and
took on more responsibility his lack of military
experience began to show with written
comments such as "adequate", "lacking
initiative" and "satisfactory".66 One of his
commanding officers, Major General Gairdner,
accurately identified the problem stating that
Parker's deficiencies arose from the fact that
"he had retired from the army for a number of
years before the war" and not from his work
ethic or attitude. 67
Parker remained in the army after the
war as Temporary Lieutenant Colonel until
1947. During this time British government
representatives negotiated the terms of
Partition with Indian political leaders. 68 With
India's independence and the end of British
India in sight, large numbers of Britons began
to leave India for England or for one of the
Dominions. Parker's wife and daughter left
Bombay on the lie de France and arrived in
Southampton on January 5,1946.69 In February
the Bombay Mutiny erupted and Parker
witnessed thousands of sailors protesting in
the streets.70 By December he was writing his
letter of resignation and asking to "retire from
service again" and "be allowed to proceed
to U.K.".71 However, he changed his mind
in February 1947 and decided to settle in
Victoria, British Columbia. 72 The following
month Parker requested that the India Office
in London arrange for his wife and daughter
to sail from England to Victoria. On April 16
he boarded the USNS Marine Adder in Bombay
bound for San Francisco as the first part of his
journey to Victoria.73
Parker resided with his wife in Victoria
for forty years. Shortly after his arrival Parker
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found work as the Secretary-Manager at the
Britannia branch of the Victoria Canadian
Legion. Parker was a Freemason and joined
Victoria's St. Andrew's Lodge.74 From 1955
until 1970 he was the Secretary of the Victoria
Golf Club where his length of service was
acknowledged with his induction as a Life
Member.75 In 1971 he wrote "A History of
Victoria Golf Club", a 118 page unpublished
manuscript currently held in the Victoria
City Archives. Parker's manuscript was used
by author Peter Corley-Smith in his book The
Victoria Golf Club 1893-1993. As the Secretary
of the Vancouver Island Branch of the Royal
Commonwealth Society (RCS), Parker aided
in the donation of two diaries, in June 1975,
to the RCS library at Cambridge University.76
On October 26, 1980, at the age of 82, Parker
attended an interfaith service at Christ Church
Cathedral in Vancouver in which the visiting
14th Dalai Lama participated. 77 He received
a silk scarf, now held in the Collection at the
MOA.
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Parker died on October 12, 1988 in
Victoria and was buried in Hatley Memorial
Gardens. 78 His Tibetan objects, photographs,
and documents were donated to the MOA
some years after his death, in 2005. His
passing ended the vibrant and interesting life
of a man who welcomed opportunities and
faced challenges. His acceptance of whatever
came his way led him to countries where he
had never been and to responsibilities that at
times almost overtook him. His perseverance
in facing the circumstances that life presented
was remarkable.
It may be, however, that Parker's
perseverance was faltering somewhat as he
left India for British Columbia. Along with
his Tibetan objects, photographs, and letters
he brought his wartime rank of temporary
lieutenant colonel. His temporary military
title was not formally removed possibly due
to Britain's haste in evacuating India and that
the British India Army no longer existed after
August 1947. For the next forty-one years he
was known as Lieutenant Colonel or Colonel
Parker which led to the creation of a family
myth. When family members narrate the
history of their ancestors both the information
that is passed on and that which is not create
family myths. 79 The family myth that Parker
was a career military man is reflected in the
MOA's collection title, Lt. Col. Eric Parker
Tibetan Collection. When family myth
contradicts written evidence the myth needs
to be reshaped to meet the evidence so that a
more accurate picture is revealed. What can
now be seen is a man who both in the military
and civilian times of his life accumulated his
Tibetan memories, cared for them, and carried
them from home to home, from one country to
another. A broader picture of his life emerges
showing his successes and his failures during
the military adventures he embarked on
and the quiet family time he enjoyed. Eric
Parker's life story is that of a human being
who encountered an extraordinarily rich array
of events along his journey that he effectively
negotiated. •
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Toil and Trivia — A Newspaper Editor's Life
by Vern Giesbrecht

Vern Giesbrecht recalls his time as a journalist and editor of
a weekly newspaper; the long hours, too much criticism, not
enough praise, and relentless deadlines.

T

he man pinned in the crumpled Dodge
shrieked as though tormented by
demons. Although unnerved by his
cries, I edged closer to the wrecked
car, checked my f-stop and shutter speed and
quickly snapped picture after picture of the
rescue attempt, thinking this would be the
spectacular front-page picture I needed.
Only later did I realize how callous I had
become to suffering, and to what extent my
single-minded pursuit of enough news and
pictures to fill the newspaper each week had
dominated my life.
Editing a weekly newspaper, I found,
is not a thrilling, glamorous job, nor is the
pay anything to rejoice over. Instead, it's a
life of punishing hours, too much criticism,
not enough praise, constant pressure - and
certain intangible rewards that almost make it
worthwhile.
At least that's the way it was for me
during the three years that I edited weekly
newspapers in Williams Lake and Hope in the
late 1960s.
The Williams Lake News position was a
mistake from the start.
Hired as a $60-a-week sports and general
reporter in October, I moved into the editor's
chair three months later when the incumbent
staggered to work drunk once too often. (I was
shocked to encounter the disgraced editor,
Jack Thompson, in Gastown years later; he
treated me to a cup of coffee at an Alcoholics
Anonymous meeting place and recounted his
adventures which included a stint in jail for
a tele-marketing scam, since his inglorious
departure from Williams Lake.)
I knew I was in over my head when
no one was hired to replace me as reporter
on the Williams Lake News (although a drygoods salesman named "Hoss" Schulz was
engaged to turn in a few long-winded and
ungrammatical sports reports each week.) Not
only that, but my meagre pay cheques started
to bounce.

I left the Cariboo early one Tuesday
in May and by mid-afternoon that day was
writing about Connie Mack baseball and a
main street collision for the Hope Standard.
The twin rainbows arching over the
Fraser Canyon during my drive from Williams
Lake seemed auspicious, and I quickly settled
in as editor of The Standard, a well-established
but pedestrian tabloid serving the town of
3,000 and nearby communities including Yale
and Boston Bar.
Undistinguished since the 1850s gold
rush, Hope was blessed with a lovely natural
setting near the confluence of the Fraser and
Coquihalla rivers. Shadowed by snow-capped
mountains, served by two major highways
and two railroad lines, favoured by long, hot
summers, the town was inundated by tourists
who invariably remarked on the freshness of
the air and the beauty of the surroundings.
I soon became far too busy, however, to
fully appreciate Hope's attributes.
The newspaper office, located in a squat,
cement-floored building kitty-corner from the
post office, was crowded and dim. There was
little privacy.
My typewriter was on a desk piled high
with papers, next to the passageway leading to
the back shop. If I wasn't interrupted by people
placing classified ads, customers checking their
printing orders or the jangling of the telephone,
I was distracted by the rambling conversations
my boss loved to hold with his cronies, Mark
Pretty, a motel owner, and Lloyd Green, an
insurance agent.
Jack Reid, the publisher, was a large, bald
man, a former hockey and lacrosse player and
coach who loved to reminisce about youthful
athletic feats or rant about politics. He abhorred
politicians of every stripe and refused to print
columns by the local MLA, Bill Hartley of the
NDP. Whenever Hartley would drop in at The
Standard, Jack would suddenly be very busy at
the linotype.

Vern Giesbrecht is
a retired college
instructor who
spent seven years
as a journalist
before becoming
a teacher. He
has published
articles in a variety
of newspapers
and magazines,
including the
Vancouver Sun,
Vancouver
Province,
Westworld,
Canadian Author
& Bookman,
Prairies North and
Western Producer.
Vern and his wife
Marilyn have lived
in Gibsons, BC for
more than 30 years.

BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORY | Fall 2012 | Vol. 45 No. 3

23

Jack Reid (on the
left) with Harold
Sands, Fraser Valley
Record, Mission,
BC. Date uncertain.
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My boss was a stern taskmaster,
impossible to please, a man of fierce biases. For
a time, everything about me seemed to grate
on him — the length of my hair (quite short,
really, see picture on page 28), the favourable
coverage I gave to young people's activities,
the slant I gave (or didn't give) to political
editorials...
I soon learned it was futile to argue with
him. After all, what did I know? I was green,
less than a year out of university, and besides, I
had no energy to spare.
My job was to gather and write the
news, sell advertising, shoot, develop and
print photos, write headlines and editorials,
proofread copy, assist with paste-up, take the
mock-up pages to Hacker Press in Abbotsford
for printing, then deliver the printed papers to
stores and post offices along a 120-kilometer
stretch of highway, from Bridal Falls to Lytton.
Sometimes I was also called upon to wash
windows, shovel snow, sweep the floor, change
burned-out light bulbs, drive Jack's charming
wife Lee (a non-driver) to the grocery store or
help her tie up her tomato plants.
Because of its location near the start
of the Fraser Canyon and the heavy volume
of traffic on the Trans-Canada and HopePrinceton highways, the Hope area was the
scene of numerous accidents, and much of the
copy I wrote on the old black Underwood was
about one mishap or another.
Running along railway tracks to get
pictures of splintered boxcars, peering over
policemen's shoulders as they probed plane
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wrecks, rushing out in rainstorms to view
the carnage of yet another head-on collision,
I chased disasters like a vulture, saddened by
the event but glad to have another story and
photo in the bag.
A quick call to Warren Barker or Maury
Hesketh at CKNW radio station would fetch
me $10 or $15; a photo in the Vancouver Sun
would bring even more. I also made $40 a
month for sending reports to CHWK radio
station in Chilliwack.
Once I stood on a hillside near the Hope
Slide throughout a wet, cold Sunday afternoon,
watching as rescue workers and a doctor tried
(successfully) to save a pilot who had been
trapped upside down in his wrecked airplane
for 27 hours, soaked in the blood of his dead
companion.
There seemed to be no end to the
carnage: a cave-in at Giant Mascot Mines that
crushed three family men, a helicopter-glider
crash near Mount Hope that killed all aboard
on a clear, summer day, the murder of a young
boy, several suicides (my boss told me to
ignore them) and car accidents too numerous
to recount.
For three weeks in a row one summer,
fatal accidents occurred on the same stretch of
highway, near Jones Hill west of Hope. One
victim was the owner of a second-hand store
I had visited a few days earlier. After driving
out to the third death scene, I found it hard to
return to the Seventh-day Adventist conference
where I'd been studying a display on healthy
eating when the sirens called me away.
There was no tragedy at the dreary
council meetings I dutifully attended every
second week, but I came to rue the wasted
hours I spent listening to six men drone on
about mostly trivial matters.
Most of the time, the council chamber
was deserted except for one weary reporter
and this sextet: Alderman Keith Gardner,
known as Bud, a balding, combative, restless
mechanic who liked to tip his chair forward
and hold in place by wrapping his legs around
the table legs; Aid. Buddy Umemura, crewcut, a picture of vitality, prone to chortling
and sucking his teeth; Stuart Stern, town
clerk, reading the minutes with a resigned
air, sometimes startling us with his cackling
laughter; Roy Corbett, the mayor, a rotund,

bald Baptist who seemed reluctant to rein in
long-winded discourses; Aid. Ken James, a
convivial, bearded Esso gas station manager
whose proudest feat was organizing the annual
outhouse raft race on the Fraser River; and Aid.
Gil Jacobs, an engineer, who often hunched
over the table, saying little.
When the meeting finally ended after
three hours or so of mostly inconsequential
chatter, I stumbled out with the clerk, too weary
to join him and the others for coffee, content
just to crawl into bed for my first decent sleep
since the weekend.
We rarely got the paper out on time, due
to mechanical breakdowns, frequent changes
in back shop personnel, and a general air of
inefficiency to which I doubtless contributed.
On some Wednesdays I came to work
before sunrise and was still toiling away in a
stupor when Thursday dawned, yet we wrung
a certain grim satisfaction from our night-time
labours, imagining that the sleeping townsfolk
would somehow appreciate our sacrifice when
the news was delivered the next day.
After midnight on these marathon
sessions, our movements slowed, our silences
lengthened. An hour from the end, someone

might go out for sandwiches or coffee, or we'd
stumble over to the Hope Hotel and slump
there in the coffee shop, hardly able to keep
our eyes open.
Two staff members were usually spared
these late-night ordeals: Mrs. Grace Doberer, a
former school board chair who ran the office,
and Yosh Kariatsumari, the linotype operator.
Jack and I would remain, along with the
woman who ran the headline machine and
helped paste up stories, and occasionally one
of Jack's teenage daughters.
When all the holes were filled, pictures
and stories gleaming on the clean, white
"dummy" pages, Jack would stack them
in order and put them in a large cardboard
box, ready for me to take to Hacker Press for
printing.
I felt overwhelming relief at this moment.
Another paper "put to bed," all the tension and
brutally long hours finished for now. Sure, I
faced a 340-kilometre drive in a few hours, to
Abbotsford and back, and then to Lytton and
back, but just for a moment, I could relax.
I looked at Jack sitting in his swivel chair,
puffing a cigarette, breathing heavily from
hours of exertion. I felt no ill will toward him

Selection of stories
from the Hope
Standard.
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now, just utter weariness and pride that we
had put together another paper. He butted his
cigarette, hitched up his sloppy pants, put on
his fedora and walked out with me into the
cool morning air.
Goodnight, Vern. Maybe you can catch
a couple of hours of sleep before you go.
I don't know if I should, Jack. I think
it'll be hard to wake up. Ill see.
He got into his green Chev Impala, I into
my green Toyota Corolla and we drove away.
While the linotype operator and the
office manager stayed on during my time at
The Standards a host of other employees had
much briefer stints, often departing with Jack's
censure ringing in their ears.
Some were competent, others inept;
some were interesting, others dull, but they all
shared this fact: one day they put down their
paste-up knives or shut off the wheezing job
press and quit.
I don't recall all their names, but I
remember Dieter, a handsome young German
man who loved to get up at 5 a.m. in summer
to hunt grouse; little Dave Faller from
Montreal via Denver; a pipe-smoking, bearded
Doukhobor from Grand Forks; Jean Younie, a
young blonde whose dad ran the local Dairy
Queen; Mona, a redhead who despaired of her
boyfriend's drinking habit...
And then there was tiny Betty Edge,
a scared, naive woman who seemed much
younger than 24. She had absolutely no
confidence when she joined us, but Jack,
for once, was surprisingly patient, and her
work improved markedly. Then, one day,
she vanished. We later learned through an
apologetic note that she had gone to Kamloops
with an older fellow who lived in the same
trailer court.
The day after Betty disappeared, another
surprise awaited us. Joe, a French-Canadian
artist who worked part-time for us, failed to
show up, so I was dispatched to the Blue Boy
Motel to rouse him.
Alas, he had slipped out of town
overnight, taking with him a few hundred
dollars in registration fees from the night
school art course he'd been teaching. I hadn't
been overly fond of him, or of his habit of
dropping cigarette ashes on to the page I was
26
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pasting up, but his absence, right after Betty's,
put intolerable pressure on us as we struggled
to get the paper out.
A high turnover rate is endemic in weekly
newspapers, but the ever-changing cast of
characters at The Standard may have reflected
Jack's poor judgment of people as well as his
critical nature. Certainly in Don's case, my boss
fell for a line of blarney.
Don breezed in from the Prairies one day
with a flashy advertising portfolio and talked
his way into a job. I was suspicious of him from
my first glimpse of his ravaged features and toobright eyes. With his outrageous enthusiasm,
Don struck me as a snake oil salesman left over
from the last medicine show, or a charlatan
evangelist in the Elmer Gantry mould.
I stifled my doubts, however, and
dutifully introduced our new ace to the
local merchants, relieved to be free of my
advertising duties at last. Don was eager and
full of grandiose ideas. At lunch one day he
expounded fervently on a tourist supplement
he was planning, but I was more fascinated by
the tomato juice from his BLT that dribbled,
unchecked, down his pock-marked cheek.
Another time, he hovered near the pasteup table and whispered to me, "Why don't you
take some of the stories from this week's paper
and use them again? You know, sort of rewrite
them, to get more news in the paper?" I just
looked at him, dumbfounded.
(I was reminded of Don many years later
when I read Annie Proulx's wonderful novel
The Shipping News, in which the editor of the
Newfoundland paper demands a picture of
a car wreck on the front page every week, no
matter where the photo comes from.)
Soon Jack, too, began voicing misgivings
about his super-salesman. Before the summer
was gone, so was Don. He fled one night,
leaving behind his half-finished tourist
supplement, a host of angry advertisers and a
chagrined publisher.
We carried on without Don. Yosh took
over my advertising duties on a part-time basis
and was much better at it than I had ever been.
The newspaper grew from a six or eight-page
tabloid to a broadsheet that sometimes grew
to 16 pages. We switched from letterpress to
offset printing, bought new photo-processing

Jack Reid with
unidentified
woman, date
uncertain.

equipment, expanded and renovated the tiny
office.
I wrote about fires, elections, flower
shows, concerts, tea parties, basketball games,
perfect cribbage hands and inquests.
I interviewed an old man who was found
near a logging road after two weeks without
food, a service station manager who had
unwittingly helped two murderers fix a flat
tire, a jade carver, a helicopter pilot, and an
82-year-old man who walked from Vancouver
to Hope during the "Moccasin Miles" trek.
Once or twice a week I sat in the courtroom
at the police station where Magistrate Ed Barry
of Yale, a fixture on the school board for 40
years, sentenced a rapist, a pretty bank teller
who embezzled $2,000 so she could buy fancy
clothes, a man who assaulted a fellow camper
using a tree branch and boiling water from a
corn-on-the-cob pot, and the usual run of petty
thieves, impaired drivers and wife beaters.
I put on a hard face when businessmen
sidled up to me to ask for a "break" when their
case came up in court. I was always busy, it
seemed (once I covered four meetings in a
single evening, not that I was able to attend

each one in person), and as the months rolled
on I filled dozens of steno notebooks with
scribbled notes, like this:
Reached for him, grabbed shoulder...
was going to fight...stabbed him with a
knife, ran across Fourth Avenue, down
alley, phoned police, said, 'I've stabbed
a guy'...
Surprisingly, three of the most interesting
characters I met in Hope never made the
headlines, but I remember them more clearly
than the many citizens whose exploits or
misdeeds warranted coverage.
Joe was an elderly native Indian (today
I'd use the term First Nations) with a large nose
and a pink flabby face that sagged with fatigue
and intoxication. A striking man in his youth,
apparently, he had served with distinction in
World War II.
I often saw him wobble past the
newspaper office, a sweat-soaked grey hat on
his head. Occasionally I gave him a ride to his
shack across the Fraser River at Haig. Parts of a
couple of his fingers were missing, I observed.
So worn out did he seem from his futile rounds
BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORY | Fall 2012 | Vol. 45 No. 3
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of the town that I felt a single extra step would
topple him into the dust. And yet, when the
annual 15-kilometre walk around Kawkawa
Lake was held, there was Joe, ashen-faced,
dragging himself around the course.
Joe was often accompanied by a short,
scruffy fellow known as "Whiskey Bill" who
reputedly lived under a bridge. One Saturday
evening during the Seventh-day Adventist
convention I was in a large tent at the camp,
listening to the sermon and the rain pounding
on the roof, when Joe and Bill strolled in,
sopping wet. They grinned brazenly at the
well-dressed congregation and found seats
near the front, where they huddled to dry
out until the service ended and the listeners
dispersed.
The third character's name I never
learned, but he was a familiar figure around
town with his dingy grey packsack on his thin
shoulders. He had a blond-grey beard, fierce
eyes and a perpetually anxious look. Often he
stopped on the sidewalk to pound his head
with his hands and mutter to himself.
"Shellshock from the war," was the
town's consensus.
After The Standard won "best all-around"
honours, as well as a third-place plaque in
the editorial page competition, at the annual

Canadian Weekly Newspapers' Association
conference in Winnipeg in 1970, I knew it
was time to quit. I was totally exhausted from
helping to put out 101 papers in succession
without a real holiday.
So I gave my notice and a few weeks later
met my successor, a young man with round
glasses and an eager-to-please expression. I
privately felt this lad was too raw for the job
(and for Jack's hard-to-please nature), but it
wasn't my concern, so I showed the neophyte
around and then left for a holiday to the
Interior.
A week later, I was packing up my
belongings when Jack phoned.
"I have a bit of a favour to ask you, Vern,"
he said almost bashfully.
I knew what was coming. "You want me
to break in another guy, don't you?"
"Yeah, something like that," he admitted.
"Look, I'm in a real bind, Vern. The kid I hired
just couldn't cut it. He brought the papers back
from Abbotsford on Thursday and said he was
quitting. I've found a new fellow from England
who's got much more experience, but we still
have to get this week's paper out. I hate to do
this to you, but could you give us a hand for a
day or two?"
I was astounded to hear Jack so
apologetic, so I agreed to help.
Jack bought me coffee a few days later,
before I really did leave for good. He wore the
same green sweater he'd worn when he hired
me, still frayed at the elbows.
For almost the first time in our 2 Vi year
relationship he praised my hard work, told me
how proud he was of winning the "best allaround" award, said he was sorry to see me
leave. My holiday pay and other back wages
would be forthcoming, he promised, because
the paper was starting to turn a decent profit.
So we parted on virtually affectionate
terms. I did receive my back pay, with interest,
even. On later trips through Hope I sometimes
dropped in to see Jack as he toiled away in the
dim, cool back shop. I also became infatuated
with one of his brown-eyed daughters for a
time, and took perverse pride in noting for
the first decade at least, none of my numerous
successors lasted nearly as long as I had as
editor.*
Originally published in AUTHORS (Medicine Hat, AB,
Feb. 28,1996)
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The Fringe: 1201-1299 West Georgia
by Bruce Dyck

Each year, the British Columbia Historical Federation offers
two W. Kaye Lamb Scholarships for student essays relating
to the history of British Columbia. Bruce Dyck is the winner
of the $750 prize for a student in 1st or 2nd year university or
college in British Columbia.
Student's Assignment
This essay was done as an assignment for Professor Linda L. Hale's The History of Urban
Growth in Canada course (HIST 2215). Students are required to choose a block in downtown
Vancouver and research the land use history of the block from its first urban/town usage to
the present. Student's use fire insurance maps, city directories, historical photographs, etc. The
winning entry has been edited, with Dyck's permission, to suit British Columbia History.

T

he 1200-block of West Georgia Street's
location on the edge of both the central
business district and the West End
residential area in Vancouver, British
Columbia, has allowed it to develop over its
130 year history into a mix of residential and
commercial buildings. This mixed land use is
unique to the odd numbered north sidel200-

block of West Georgia. While other blocks in
the central business district to the east of the
1200-block, or in the West End residential
area to the west, have maintained specialized
functions, either business or residential,
the 1200-block has retained elements of
both through the majority of its history
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The development of the 1200-block of
West Georgia Street began in 1882 with the
registration of the plan for the proposed city
of Liverpool, now the West End of Vancouver,
British Columbia, by John Morton, Samuel
Brighouse, William Hailstone and David
Oppenheimer. 1 The plan included the basic
street pattern for what was to become the West
End of Vancouver, including the 1200-block
of Georgia.2 Liverpool, also known as "The
Brickmaker's Claim," consisted of 540 acres
located between a government reserve to
the west that became Stanley Park and a
government reserve to the east that became
downtown Vancouver.3 This area was
preempted in 1862 by John Morton, Samuel
Brighouse, and William Hailstone, who, after
unsuccessfully prospecting in the interior,
hoped to profit from a bed of clay on the
property that could be used to make pottery
and bricks.4
Prior to the 1882 plan for the city of
Liverpool, Hayes writes, "some of the more
far-seeing investors of Victoria and New
Westminster realized that it was likely that
the western end of Burrard Inlet had a good
chance of becoming the terminus for the
Canadian Pacific Railway." 5 One of these
investors was David Oppenheimer, an
entrepreneur who would become Vancouver's
second mayor, serving from 1888 to 1891.
Oppenheimer received land from Morton,

1889 Dakin Fire
Insurance Map
showing the first
three buildings on
the 1200-block.

Brighouse and Hailstone in exchange for
his help in persuading the CPR to build its
terminus near the brickmaker's property on
the Burrard Inlet. A portion of the land that
Oppenheimer received was the area that
became the 1200-block of West Georgia.6 In
1885, Granville was officially announced as
the terminus for the CPR, and by 1886, both
the Granville Townsite and the proposed city
of Liverpool were incorporated as the city of
Vancouver.
In the 100-plus years that have followed
this important announcement, the 1200-block
has gone through a number of different phases.
From its original development as an upper
class residential area in the late-1880s and
early-1900s, to its current status as a "mixed
use" area,7 the development of the 1200-block
has been influenced by its location that borders
both the designated West End residential area,
and the central business district. As a result
of this unique location, the 1200-block has
avoided much of the single use development
that has occurred on surrounding blocks that
specifically lie within either the West End or
central business district.
As part of the deal that brought the
CPR to Vancouver, the CPR was granted
6000 acres of land in Vancouver's west side
by the provincial government. 8 For their part,
landowners in the vicinity, including David
Oppenheimer, agreed to give one-third of all
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their land to the CPR.9 While it is not clear
if the CPR was given some, if any, of the
1200-block, the fact that there were already
three houses present on the 1200-block at the
time of CPR surveyor, Lauchlan Hamilton's,
1887 map of Vancouver,10 might suggest that
these lots were sold by Oppenheimer prior to
his agreement with the CPR. But whether or
not the 1200-block was owned either wholly, or
in part, by the CPR, the fact remains that the
1200-block, like much of the West End, was a
desirable place to live that attracted the city's
upper class, due to both the CPR's development
of the area and its proximity to the central
business district and "natural amenities" such
as Stanley Park.11 The 1892 city directory shows
the professional nature of the residents of the
1200-block, which includes two real estate
agents, a bank manager, and a government
inspector.12 Interestingly, the private Crofton
House School that still exists at 3200 West 41 st
Avenue in Vancouver was founded in 1898 in
the home of R.W. Gordon at 1219 West Georgia
by his wife Jessie Gordon. 13
The city's elite continued to occupy
the 1200-block through the international
depression of the mid-1890s and well into
the first decade of the twentieth century. The
attraction of the area was likely buoyed by the
presence of many other elite families in the
area, as well as the introduction of the streetcar
that ran nearby, along Robson and Pender,
and connected with the business districts
along Granville and Hastings. 14 However, this
period of exclusive, single-family residential
housing on the 1200-block was coming to an
end. The changing look of the 1200-block is
first noticeable by the absence of an entry in
the 1907 city directory for the house that stood
at 1203 West Georgia since at least 1887.15 By
1909, this spot was occupied by the Florence
Court Apartments.

subsequent real estate booms, which led to the
increased demand for and cost of both housing
and land for businesses; and the creation of
a new CPR subdivision, called Shaughnessy
Heights, that catered to the wealthy elites
living in the West End.16
It is easy to see how these factors
could have influenced the development of
the 1200-block specifically. Automobiles, in
the 1910s, were still relatively uncommon;
however, the people that could afford them
were the affluent residents of the West End.
At the same time, Vancouver's downtown core
was spreading further west along Georgia,17
making the 1200-block more attractive for
both businesses and middle-class residents
who wanted to live close to their place of
employment. For those wealthier individuals
who wanted to live in a quieter, more exclusive
neighborhood, Shaughnessy was an attractive
option18. Because of the real estate boom of
1906-1912, the land on 1200-block would
likely have been too expensive for an average
family to own a home, but for a business or
developer, the land may have been considered
cheap when compared to the more densely
developed areas in the central business district.
For an auto dealer, the strategic location of the
1200-block on the edge of both the business
and the higher-end residential area, combined
with the paving of Georgia that began in 1905,

The Florence Court
Apartments at 1210
West Georgia in the
1910s.

Many factors contributed to the
1200-block's change from an exclusively
residential area during the late-1800s and
early-1900s, to a mixed use area that included
apartments, rooming houses, automobile sales
outlets, as well as single-family residential
homes in the 1910s. These factors include
the popularization of the automobile,
which enabled people to live further from
the downtown core; the population, and
BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORY | Fall 2012 | Vol. 45 No. 3
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The Underwriters'
Association pre
insurance map
showing the
composition of
the 1200-block in
the mid-1950s. By
this time ClarkeSimpkins had
moved one block
west along Georgia,
replaced by BC
Garage Supply.
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could have been immensely beneficial, while
the real estate developer could profit from the
construction of an apartment where a single
home previously stood.
This pattern of use on the 1200-block,
consisting of single-family residential homes,
rooming houses, automobile sales and service,
and apartments continued through the duration
of the 1910's and on until its next major shift,
World War II. During this thirty year period, the
names of the dealerships changed (1219 West
Georgia was Pierce-Arrow and McLaughlin
Motors, among others; 1233 West Georgia was
Studebaker, and Walmsley Motors, among
others), but the basic composition of the block
remained the same. The 1200-block was not
completely abandoned by city's elite during
this time, either. Most notably, Francis CarterCotton, the newspaperman and MLA, spent
his last few years living at 1259 West Georgia,
where his wife remained for another decade
after his death in 1919.19
Historian Norbert MacDonald informs
us that with the outbreak of World War II "a
host of foundries and machine shops were kept
busy" in Vancouver.20 The 1200-block housed
the Canadian Government Ordnance Machine
Shop at 1219, as well the Canadian Government
Armouries at 1233 probably due to its close
proximity to both the old Hotel Vancouver
at Georgia and Granville, which became a
military headquarters, and Deadman's Island,
which became a navy training facility.21,22
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Immediately following the war, 1219 West
Georgia reverted back to its previous use as
an automobile dealership, this time as ClarkeSimpkins Motors, while 1233 sat vacant for a
period before becoming a Canada Dry factory:
the lone example of manufacturing in the
history of the 1200-block.
Although the downtown business district
had already expanded west across Burrard
Street by the early 1950s,23 the 1200-block
remained similar in composition to its preWorld War II days for almost all of the decade.
It was not until 1959 that the 1200-block
experienced its next major alteration as part of
the "office bulge." 24 This "office bulge" came as
a result of few factors: Vancouver's emerging
importance as a corporate headquarters, 25
the lower land values west of Granville due
to the "ease with which large parcels of land
(mainly residential and small industrial
uses) could be consolidated and converted
to commercial uses, [and] the proximity to
the high-income residential area of the North
Shore (as a result of the opening of the Lion's
Gate Bridge) and the West End."26 The "office
bulge" manifested on the 1200-block in the
form of the ten-storey Imperial Oil Building
at the west end of the block. Combined with
the Toronto Dominion Bank located at 1277,
Maynard and Sons Auctioneers at 1233, and
Co-ordinated Business Interiors at 1219, the
1200-block had, by 1962, almost completely
changed in less than ten years.27 The Florence

Court Apartments also underwent a name
change, becoming the Banff Apartments. 28
For the first time in more than fifty years,
the 1200-block had no car dealerships, and
the Banff Apartments survived as the last
reminder of the 1200-block's residential past.
The demolition of the remaining houses on
the block in the late 1950s and early 1960s is
a testament to Georgia's declining popularity
as a residential area following the construction
of the Lion's Gate Bridge, opened in 1939, that
turned the street into a major city thoroughfare.
A lack of change is the main theme on the
1200-block in the decade from the mid-1960s to
mid-1970s. A zoning by-law introduced in 1973
that "sharply reduced the permitted densities
(and indirectly the heights) of buildings," 29 may
have contributed to a reluctance to develop the
1200-block further, but the lack of development
during this time may also have been a sign of the
oncoming recession of the early-1980s. Thomas
A. Hutton explains that with the recession of
the 1980s, "speculative office development in
the central business district" was "arrested,"
which
would
account for the lack
of new developments
on the 1200-block,
and that "a sequence
of acquisitions and
mergers . . . eroded
Vancouver's resource
head office sector."30
This would account
for Imperial Oil's
departure
from
the building that
subsequently
was
referred to simply as
the Georgia Building.
The 1200-block
appears to have been
through a period
of decline in the
years between 1977
and 1987. The city
directories for the
years 1977, 1982,
and 1987 reveal an
increasing
number
of vacancies on the
block.31 This decline

may exemplify one of Hutton's "conditions of
the post-industrial metropolitan core," where
"investment and development [are] skewed
increasingly toward the central business
district; and accompanied by disinvestment,
[and] decline . . . throughout much of the
central business district fringe."32 Although
the 1200-block did see the construction of the
Imperial Oil Building as part of the "office
bulge," the absence of additional office
developments meant that it was never fully
absorbed by the central business district, and
thus, remained squarely in the central business
district fringe.
The vacancies on 1200-block persisted
until 1995.33 A possible explanation for the
prolonged existence of vacancies along the
1200-block is that the vacant properties were
purchased by an investor who was waiting
for an opportunity to either sell or develop the
land. Whatever the case, the fate of the vacant
properties between the Banff Apartments and
the Georgia Building was likely sealed by the
City of Vancouver's 1991, Central Area Plan,

An aerial photo of
Georgia Street in
1960. The Imperial
Oil Building is the
prominent building
near the center of
the photo. ClarkeSimpkins is also
visible in the lower
left corner, now on
the 1300-block.
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which "proposed a strategic reordering of
space favouring residential and public uses,
to be achieved by consolidating the central
business district within a smaller and more
tightly bounded territory, effectively freeing
up significant land resources for housing." 34
In this climate that encouraged "residential
mega projects,"35 the thirty-six-storey Venus
Apartment was constructed. While the green
space that sits between the Venus Apartment
and the Georgia Building is only accessible
to Venus residents, the space on the opposite
side, adjacent to the Banff Apartments,
is publicly accessible. This open space
suggests compliance with the Central Area
Plan's requirement to provide "community
amenity contributions as a condition of site
specific rezoning." 36 However, the numerous
"no loitering" signs seem to counteract any
community amenity contributions the site may
make.
Since the construction of the Venus
Apartments in 1997, the 1200-block has
remained the same: the Banff is at 1201 West
Georgia, and is currently listed as a Class A
heritage building in Vancouver's Heritage
Registry,37 the Venus is at 1239, and the Georgia
Building is at 1281. These three buildings
each represent a very different aspect of the
1200-block's history. The fact that many other
aspects of the 1200-block's history are left to
archival photographs and city directory entries
shows how much change has taken place in
this location. While other blocks, either within
the central business district or West End, have
managed to retain a sense of cohesion through
their specialization of uses, this specialization
has been notably absent in the history of the
1200-block post-1910. As long as it remains
on the fringes of, but never within, either
the central business district or West End, the
1200-block will likely retain elements of both,
while remaining distinctly apart from either.*
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Come on, Jayo; We're Cheering for You
By Ken MacLeod

John Oliver High School, for many years the largest
high school west of the Great Lakes, celebrates its 100th
Anniversary on September 21 and 22, 2012.

S

outh Vancouver High School began
in September 1912 as two Grade 9
classes in the old South Vancouver
(Cedar Cottage) Public School on the
grounds of Lord Selkirk Elementary School.
The school is still there. At this time South
Vancouver and Point Grey were separate
municipalities and did not join the City of
Vancouver until 1929. In 1929, at the time
of amalgamation South Vancouver had the
third largest population and school district in
the province behind Vancouver and Victoria.
The Municipality of South Vancouver
included all the area from Boundary Road to
the CPR lands (Ontario Street) and between
the North Arm of the Fraser River to a jagged
boundary that followed 15th, 16th, 25th, and 29th
Avenues. The Municipality also included the
communities of Cedar Cottage, Collingwood,
Victoria Drive, Hillcrest, South Hill, and North
Arm. The first school in South Vancouver was
the North Arm or River Road School, which
opened about 1885. The next school to serve
the area, South Hill School, later Sir Alexander
Mackenzie, opened on Fraser Street in a vacant
store in 1908. Prior to the opening of South
Vancouver High School in 1912 students who
wanted to go to high school had to attend King
Edward or Britannia High School in the City

of Vancouver. South Vancouver High School
(later John Oliver High School) was the only
high school in South Vancouver until 1950
when Gladstone High School opened as a
Grades 7 to 10 school.
By September 1913, the school had
outgrown its Lord Selkirk location and moved
into a newly-built elementary school at 51 st
(now 49th) Avenue and Knight Road. The
school was known then as the Gordon School
at Knight Road and is now called Sir Sanford
Fleming Elementary School.
In those days high school was from
Grades 9-11 and was designed to prepare
students for university. Students had to pass a
rigorous exam at the end of Grade 8 to get into
high school.
There was also a two-year commercial
program attached to the school where girls took
subjects such as bookkeeping and shorthand
in preparation for careers as secretaries and
boys took manual training. Over the years the
commercial program was primarily comprised
of girls. Boys interested in technical education
usually opted for Vancouver Technical School
when it opened in the 1920s.
J.T.E. Palmer was the school's first
principal, a position that he held for 33 years
until his illness and subsequent death in 1945.

Ken MacLeod, a
retired teacher,
is presently
completing a
book, The Story of
South Vancouver
and John Oliver
High School, which
will be released
on September 21
and 22 during the
100th Anniversary
celebrations of the
high school.

John Oliver High
School 1927: The
new high school
(wooden building)
opened in January
1921. This building
burnt down in
December 1959.

BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORY | Fall 2012 | Vol. 45 No. 3

35

JTE Palmer, known
affectionately
as "Jake" to
his students,
was principal of
the school from
1912 to 1945. He
was feared by
most students
and demanded
academic
excellence. He
was also known
as an outstanding
coach of girls' field
hockey and track
and field.
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J.T.E. Palmer was quite a
larger-than-life character. He
was English and a graduate of
Cambridge University
where
he was an honour student in
mathematics and a very good
athlete who had injured his knee
in soccer or rugby, which left him
with a noticeable limp. Walter
Gage, a long-time master teacher
of mathematics and eventual
president at the University of BC,
was one of Palmer's star pupils
who graduated in 1921.
J.T.E.
Palmer
was
an
outstanding
teacher
of
mathematics and also a very good
coach of girls grass hockey and the girls track
and field team. In addition to producing top
scholars, it was J.T.E. Palmer's ambition to win
the girls hockey championship and the annual
Vancouver and District Inter-High Track
Meet, which he was a co-founder of in 1912
while teaching at King Edward High School.
Within a few years of the school's beginning,
J.T.E. Palmer's hockey teams dominated the
Vancouver and District and the Provincial
Girls Hockey Championships.
From 1922 when the school won its first
Vancouver and District Track and Field Meet
to 1942, the school won the Vancouver and
District Track Meet 16 times. The girls' track
team, coached for many years by the late Mary
Campbell, was particularly strong, capturing
the girls' championship, 18 times in twentythree years, 1938-1961. Between 1912 and 1958,
when the school captured its last Vancouver &
District Track Meet title, it had finished first in
23 of the 46 meets. Students from other schools
would sometimes chide South Van students for
doing well in the big track meet "from jumping
over all those stumps in South Vancouver."
In January 1921, the rapidly-growing
school moved into a new wooden building on
45th (now 43 rd Avenue) just west of Fraser Street.
The Municipality of South Vancouver had gone
broke in 1918 and had been placed under a
commissioner by the Province. Commissioner
Gillespie renamed the school John Oliver High
School after the Liberal Premier of the day.
J.T.E. Palmer was vehemently opposed to the
name change because of his political views,
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preferring to keep the name South Vancouver
High, and refused to acknowledge the name
of John Oliver until the latter 1930s when the
student council insisted that it was inevitable
that another high school would soon be built
in South Vancouver. Up to that time school
uniforms, pins, yearbooks, and crests all bore
the initials "SVHS."
J.T.E. Palmer was a hard task-masker,
demanding excellence in academics as well as
athletics. In 1922, the Province of BC introduced
the Governor-General's Gold Medal for the
student with the highest average marks on the
university entrance examinations, which all
academic students had to write in June. Sadie
Boyles of South Vancouver High School won
the award that year. The following year, 1923,
saw South Van High go 1, 2, 3 in the GovernorGeneral's Gold Medal competition. The school
would capture the gold medal for the top
academic high school award ten times between
1922 and 1940. Jack Young, a long-time former
chemistry teacher at the school, said that it
was not uncommon for a dozen or so students
from John Oliver to be among the top 20 math
students in the Province.
This was a remarkable feat since South
Vancouver was predominantly a working
class-district where during the Depression
years of the 1930s an estimated 50-75 percent
of the families were on relief at one time or
another.
Nor did the school only excel in
academics and athletics. It also excelled in the
arts, especially the Girls Glee Club (later the
Brahms Choir), which won the annual Shield
almost every year from 1931 to 1980 under
the direction of choir leaders Ifor Roberts,
Sherwood Robson, and Teo Repel. The school
was consistently chosen as one of the three
honor performances in the annual Vancouver
School Drama Festival. The school also
produced numerous musicals and operettas,
beginning in the mid-1940s.
During the War Years, 1939-1945,
hundreds of former students served in the
armed forces for the Allied cause. One hundred
and six of these did not return and are listed
on a plaque at the entrance to the school. One
of the last former students killed in the war,
Frankie Perrett, who served with the Seaforth
Highlanders in Italy and Holland, wrote the

school song in 1938: "Come on South Van we're
cheering for you; we're for the good old red
and the blue..."
Like other schools in the Province, the
school also had a large cadet program during
the war years. Up to the war years women
teachers had to resign when they were married.
"One job per family was the motto."
To most students J.T.E. Palmer, known
affectionately to his students as "Jake," was to
be feared because of his iron-fisted discipline
and harsh demeanour. Students who were top
scholars and good athletes saw a softer side of
the Principal and were his favourites.
Jesse J. MacKenzie was the other original
teacher and remained at the school until 1943
where she taught English and social studies
and served for most of those years as one of the
school's two vice-principals.
Mel Wallace, who had been on staff at the
school since the mid-1920s, succeeded Miss
Mackenzie as Vice-Principal, and became the
principal of the school in 1945 following J.T.E.
Palmer's illness. Mr. Wallace was very popular
and respected by both staff and students alike
and was less interfering with his staff, trusting
them as capable instructors.
For decades, John Oliver was the largest
school west of the Province of Ontario. The
school facilities from 1930 on included the
former Sir Alexander Mackenzie School
building at 44th and Fraser Street. This building
housed the school's commercial program from
1930 to 1950 when it was used to accommodate
Grade 7 students.
In 1950, a new school was opened on 41 st
west of Fraser. That same year Grade 7s and
8s from the five closest feeder schools were
moved u p to high school. Curriculum changes
about the same time led to high schools
adopting a university and a general program
that accommodated almost all students from
elementary school. Another addition to the
school, equal in size to the 1950 new school,
was opened in September 1954. For a few
years in the mid-1950s, John Oliver was the
largest high school in Canada and the third
largest high school in North America, reaching
in September 1956 a population of more than
3300 students.
Following the war years, the school
further established its reputation in the

Vancouver area as a sports powerhouse,
largely because of its strong women's physical
education program that was comprised of
Mary Campbell, Ruth Wilson, and from 1950
on, Nora McDermott and Mearnie Summers. In
1962, Mary McDonald arrived to continue the
strong women's athletic program. The school
with its red and blue colours and known as
"Jayo" was also known for its school spirit at
events such as the annual Inter-High Track
Meet and school basketball games.
In the mid-1950s, the Vancouver School
Board adopted a policy of opening several new
high schools (Sir Winston Churchill, Killarney,
David Thompson, Sir Charles Tupper, mostly
in South Vancouver that considerably reduced
the size of the school's population. Included in
this was a decision in 1961 to move the Grade
7s back to elementary school, reducing the
school's population to just under 2000 students.
At present, the school's population
reflects the cultural diversity of a largely Asian
community. Whereas the school at one time
was comprised almost entirely of children
of immigrants from the British Isles, and
later many children from German-speaking
backgrounds, the school now has a large IndoCanadian population.
Today the school is much smaller with
approximately 1200 students. For the past ten
years students have been allowed to attend
any high school in Vancouver that they wish
to, which has resulted in many students from
the John Oliver catchment area attending west
side schools that have higher rankings in the
annual Fraser Institute ranking of high schools
which are published in the Vancouver press
and online.
For many students who attended John
Oliver High School and presently John Oliver
Secondary School, it was the best time of their
lives, providing them with many wonderful
opportunities, not only to complete high school,
but to participate in athletics, the school's
choral and band programs, the dramatic arts,
and the many clubs and activities at the school.
The school still retains a lot of the friendliness
that once characterized it. For years the school
has been a cornerstone of the community and
a source of pride to those who cheered on "the
good old red and blue." •

See back cover for
more photos from
John Oliver High
School.
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Archives & Archivists
by Shannon Bettles; edited by Sylvia Stopforth
Sylvia is a Librarian
and Archivist at
Norma Marion
Alloway Library
at Trinity Western
University.
Shannon Bettles
is the Heritage
Records Manager
for the Chilliwack
Museum and
Archives. She is the
person to speak
to when arranging
a visit to the
archives, accessing
records, donating
an item, or asking
research questions.

Shannon Bettles, Heritage Records Manager for the
Chilliwack Museum and Archives, talks about the archives
renovation project that has given many of us facilities envy.
The Chilliwack Museum and Historical
Society is the governing body that
operates the Chilliwack Museum and
Archives. "The aim of the Chilliwack
Museum and Historical Society is to
collect, preserve, document, research,
display and interpret: (a) the history
and culture of the people of the
Chilliwack region (b) the natural
history of the Chilliwack region. "1

S

ince the Society began collecting
materials in 1958, the Chilliwack
Archives have grown to be one of the
most important and accessible archival
collections in the Fraser Valley. Current
holdings include over 400,000 photographic
images and over 100 linear metres of archival

Before: standing
room only.
38
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records, of which approximately 80% are
described and easily accessible. The archives
are used and referenced often by family
historians, professional researchers, scholars,
students, businesses and governments. 2 The
Chilliwack Museum and Historical Society,
thanks to their collections and heritage
services, have garnered positive community
support. Locals view the Museum, Archives
and Historical Society as being the experts
on Chilliwack's history and heritage. This
community support was demonstrated in 2011
when a new archives facility was built for the
Heritage Society, with the City of Chilliwack,
federal government, museum members and
local businesses joining forces to produce the
funds needed to complete the half-million
dollar project.

The Need

The Future

Endnotes

Over its fifty-four years of collecting,
the Society had amassed important historical
objects and archival records which outgrew the
storage facility located in Evergreen Hall. The
Society had to address concerns including a
cramped storage space, a two-person research
room, and insufficient work space for staff and
volunteers. In addition, some large objects
had to be turned away due to lack of space
to care for and store them. Years of planning
and lobbying for a new storage facility came to
fruition in 2011 when the Chilliwack Archives
renovation project was completed. The 4000
square foot facility has now become 8000
square feet of much-needed storage, research
and work space.

The recent expansion of the Chilliwack
Archives has presented the Chilliwack
Historical
Society
with
some
new
opportunities in terms of access, outreach, and
collections management. The Archives is now
able to accommodate classes of students or
researchers; take on more volunteers; consider
collecting larger objects or bodies of records;
improve access to collections; and provide a
more comfortable research environment.
The Chilliwack Museum and Historical
Society would like to acknowledge the
support of the City of Chilliwack, the federal
government, Society volunteers and members,
and the many businesses and donors who
made the archival renovation project possible.
The Chilliwack Archives is open Mon - Fri
from 9:00am - 4:30pm. For more information,
visit online at http://www.chilliwackmuseum.
ca/. •

1. "Statement of
Purpose", Chilliwack
Museum and Historical
Society Policy Manual,
Chilliwack Museum and
Historical Society, 1983.

The New Facility
The new archival facility is an
environmentally
controlled,
professional
quality archives storage and research building.
New rolling shelving units, map cabinets and
specialty drawer units
maximize
storage
capacity, allowing the
Museum and Archives
to continue collecting
while maintaining a
high level of collection
care. In addition to
the
extra
storage
space, the Archives
has a new reading and
research room
that
can accommodate ten
researchers at one time.
More space
means
that staff, volunteers
and researchers may
now
spread
out
while
documenting,
photographing
and
viewing
collections.
Access to the Chilliwack
Museum and Historical
Society's archives and
object collections will
be greatly improved
as a direct result of the
new facility.

2. The 2011 visitor
statistics reflect an inperson, email, phone and
website visitation of over
10,000 people.

After.
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From the Book Review Editor's Desk
by K. Jane Watt

fitting memorial for a respected BC
historian. Send cheques to the Arrow
Lakes Historical Society, Box 819,
Nakusp BC, VOG 1R0.

The Pathfinder: A.C.
Anderson's Journeys in the
West by Nancy Marguerite
Anderson

J

ust as summer arrives after a
cold and soggy spring, we need
to turn our attention to our
fall offerings — and to books
to sip coffee over on a cool autumn
morning or to curl up with by the
fire as the nights grow shorter. Our
reviewers do not disappoint in this
eclectic group of recent books.
These reviewers are just some
of the many people whose passion
for history and whose selfless gifts of
time not only make the Federation
possible but also make history come
alive in all the corners of British
Columbia. The historical community
lost one such person recently. Our
condolences go to the family of Milton
Parent — family man, musician, hard
working member of the Arrow Lakes
Historical Society, author of seven
books on the history of the Arrow
Lakes area, and gatherer of hundreds
of oral histories. In 2001, Circle of
Silver, his book about mining in the
area known as the Lardeau — the
story of the boomtowns of Camborne,
Trout Lake, Ferguson, Beaton, and
Gerrard — won the Lieutenant
Governor's Award for Historical
Writing. In lieu of flowers, his family
asks that donations be made to the
"Raise a Roof" club for an addition
to the archives being built on to
the Nakusp Centennial Building — a
40

(Victoria:
[Heritage House,
2011) $19.95.

Alexander
Caulfield Anderson was born 10
March 1814 near Calcutta, India, son
of military officer Robert Anderson
and Eliza Charlotte Simpson. His
family returned to England there
young Alexander received a good
education before joining the Hudson's
Bay Company in 1831.
First
posted
at
Lachine,
Quebec, Anderson was sent west
to Fort Vancouver on the Columbia
River in 1832. He worked first on
the Northwest Coast, then in New
Caledonia — as north-central BC
was called — at Fort Alexandria, the
northern terminus of the fur brigade
trail.
Anderson was most closely
associated with the exploration of
trails used by the HBC, especially the
all-Canadian route used by brigades
after the border was settled along the
49th parallel in 1846. In 1848, he was
transferred to Fort Colville until 1851
when he returned to Fort Vancouver.
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Besides his journals of exploration,
Anderson also wrote many articles
on British Columbia as a civil servant
and produced the first unofficial map
of the whole of what is now BC in
1867 after he retired to Vancouver
Island. Anderson died 8 May 1884 at
Saanich, near Victoria, BC.
Anderson is little known to
most British Columbians despite
his lengthy career and so this book
by descendant Nancy Marguerite
Anderson answers the call for a
thorough biography. Nancy Anderson
followed her ancestor's footsteps
through the Pacific Northwest and
conducted archival research in the BC
Archives and elsewhere to reconstruct
his peregrinations. Ms. Anderson
compiled her great grandfather's life
in a deft manner by incorporating
excerpts from Anderson's writings in
the thirty chapters forming vignettes
of his life which are backed by many
extraordinary details and many
well-chosen
illustrations.
Details
of Anderson's maps highlight each
chapter; as well, a few colour plates of
his maps are beautifully reproduced.
The book is thoroughly footnoted
with a select bibliography.
Nancy Anderson has filled a gap
in the historiography of the fur trade
of the Pacific Northwest and at the
same time has created an entertaining
read. In a way, A.C. Anderson was not
fit for the fur trade. He was a scholar
whose writings, and especially his
great map of the Colony, represent
his greatest legacy. In the words of
Nancy Anderson:
Anderson always knew the
work he did was important. In
spite of the fact that he often
did not fit into the culture
of the place he found himself
in, Anderson's work — first
for the fur trade, then for
the communities he lived in
and finally for the Dominion
government — was aimed at
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improving the future of the
people he lived among.
This book, like the life of A.C.
Anderson, is central to the history of
the fur trade and of colonial British
Columbia. The Pathfinder is a mustread for the avid history buff, student
and academic.
Reviewer Kenneth Favrholdt is
Executive Director/Curator of the
Osoyoos & District Museum and
Archives. He specializes in the history
of the fur trade.

Whoever Gives Us Bread: the
Story of Italians in British
Columbia

By Lynne Bowen.
[(Vancouver:
^Douglas &
Mclntyre, 2011;
$32.95.

Lynne Bowen's, Whoever Gives
Us Bread: the Story of Italians in British
Columbia, is an excellent book about
an immigrant group that has played
an important role in British Columbia
history. Beginning with the gold
rushes of the 1850s, and following
the story through the post-World
War II years, Bowen introduces us to
the lives of hundreds of Italian men
and women, sojourners and settlers,
northerners and southerners, who
came to the province to improve their
lives at home or in search of a better
life overseas.

Books for review should be sent to:
K. Jane Watt, Book Review Editor, British Columbia History
Box 1053, Fort Langley BC V1M 2S4

Often exploited and mistreated
by the broader European-Canadian
society, Bowen shows how important
these hardworking people and their
families were to the development of
British Columbia's resource industries,
towns and cities over the past 150
years. Along with extensive research
undertaken throughout the province,
Bowen's numerous trips to Italy —
to gather the stories of the families
and communities that sent members
overseas — add to our understanding
of why these people left home, the
impact of their emigration, and their
experience in British Columbia. Bowen
nicely traces the broader story of
the Italians in British Columbia; the
great strength of the book is that she
describes so well the individual stories
that make up this history.
From the 1850s on, many
immigrants came to the province
with few formal skills from the
impoverished Italian countryside and
found work in resource industries
and on construction projects. They
often journeyed with, or joined family
members and friends and usually
planned to return home when they had
saved (or sent home) enough money to
improve their lives. Some succeeded.
Others like Felice Valle, who developed
a packing business during the gold
rushes, died among his mules without
ever returning home. Still others like
Tobia Castellarin, who returned to
Italy after World War I, found that the
money he had sent home had been
wasted.
Eventually
many
Italian
immigrants settled in resource-based
communities such as Trail, Fernie,
and Powell River, where they found
steady, if difficult, work. Others settled
in Vancouver and Victoria where they
established businesses. Scorned by the
broader society as "wops" and "dagos"
and desiring to live close to family and
friends, Italians developed a dynamic
community life in many parts of the

province that included benevolent
societies to support members in need
and prized the continuation of Italian
traditions.
Bowen points out that life for
Italians in British Columbia was
difficult: men and boys earned wages
by performing heavy labour while
women and girls often had to maintain
a home and earn extra income for the
family by taking in boarders, sewing
garments for pay, or doing housework
in
hotels.
Lucia
Constantini's
experience was likely a common one
— she married at eighteen to escape a
controlling father, raised six children
with her husband, shared the work of
the couple's Kelowna orchard for forty
years, and worked in the local fruit
packing operation. Lucia explains her
thinking at the time of her marriage
to a much older man: Even "if I got
to be a slave at least I'll be a slave for
myself."
For much of the twentieth
century, life continued to be hard for
Italians in British Columbia. In the
1920s, business leaders pressured the
federal government to widen the doors
for immigrants, including Italians,
to work as cheap labour in mills,
farms, and railway construction. This
policy shift led to further hostility and
racism towards the new generation
of Italian immigrants, hostility that
increased with rising unemployment
during the Great Depression. By then,
many Italian workers were members
of unions and were interested in the
leftist politics of the Communist party
and the Co-operative Commonwealth
Federation. During the same period,
some in the Italian community became
supporters of Mussolini's fascism that
appeared to be transforming Italy.
Hardships continued during
World War II when the government
interned some Italians as security
threats while many others had to
register with the government and
report regularly to the RCMP; at
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the same time, Bowen reports that
Italians
in
communities
across
British Columbia remember losing
work and business, hearing citizen
demands to get rid of all Italians in
the province, living with Englishonly rules for community services,
and other "minor" humiliations. They
also worried about family and friends
they were cut off from in Italy as war
consumed Europe.
In the final chapter, Bowen
examines the experiences of the
large group of Italians who arrived
in the province during the economic
boom following World War II. These
immigrants, coming as part of the
federal government's contract labour
and family sponsorship programs,
usually had more education and skills
than the earlier generations and often
came to enjoy a higher standard of
living. Nonetheless, they had to work
very hard to succeed. In 1955, Luciano
Culos was fifteen years old when he
arrived in Powell River with his father
and two brothers. They lived in a tworoom shack in the yard of a relative and
worked digging a septic field through
two metres of hardpan. Luciano's first
words in English were "rock pit."
Bowen concludes her book by
arguing that people of Italian heritage
are now more accepted in British
Columbia than they were in the
past. She also notes that most British
Columbians have little knowledge
of the hardships and poor treatment
generations of Italian immigrants
endured
or
of
the
important
contributions that they made to the
province. Whoever Gives Us Bread will
help us remember that story.
Reviewer Duff Sutherland teaches
history in the School of University
Arts and Sciences at Selkirk College in
Castlegar.
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Great Canadian Political
Cartoons: 1946 to 1982 by
Charles and Cynthia Hou

(Vancouver: Moody's
Lookout Press, 2011) $39.95.

Even though the focus of this
book is national, it is important for BC
history buffs as it shows our ongoing
connection to the national narrative.
How can we forget our continuing
shared angst at the lengthy assertions
of Quebec for sovereignty? Our preoccupation with the presence of the
United States in our economic and
cultural affairs? British Columbia's
sense of alienation from Canada? The
sell-off of Canadian resources at firesale prices? Great Canadian Political
Cartoons: 1946 to 1982 is a reminder
that the more we change, the more we
remain the same.
To gather the book's cartoon
content, the authors searched over 420
publications from across the country,
a little more than a quarter being BC
publications of all political stripes
from this province's rich base of
cartoonists. The great wry and gentle
humourist Len Norris, for example,
could be surprisingly political as in
a 1950 cartoon in which a farmer,
during the days of high freight rates,
curses the CPR for bad weather or,
in 1971, when provincial premiers
literally bent over backwards in front
of a tall, standing Robert Bourassa. Of
relevance to anglophone BC, a 1972
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cartoon shows a meek civil servant
under a lamp being advised, "We have
ways of making you talk French."
Roy Peterson's impact came
through his exquisite artwork as in
a 1966 cartoon in which a farming
couple emerge from a flooded
Columbia River and a 1973 cartoon
in which a Dave Barrett scarecrow
tells people to stay calm during the
establishment of the Agricultural Land
Reserve. A simple 1982 piece depicts
a freshly dug grave with a gravestone
reading "The Colonial Mentality" and
speaks volumes about repatriating the
constitution.
Cartoonists often reflect or
presage public values such as Al
Beaton's 1957 cartoon on air pollution.
Reaction to Bob Bierman's 1978
cartoon by Human Resources Minister,
Bill Vander Zalm to a depiction of him
pulling the wings off insects not only
brought on a lawsuit but was a taste of
a raucous future premiership.
BC was also the subject of
other cartoonists. In 1955 a Calgary
cartoonist labeled BC the "village
idiot" for its stand on the Columbia
River, a similar sentiment expressed in
a 1963 Financial Times cartoon.
All in all, Great Canadian Political
Cartoons: 1946 to 1982 is a gem of a
book. It can be ordered for $39.95
(including shipping) through Moody's
Lookout Press, 3378 West 39th Avenue,
Vancouver, BC V6N 3A2.

Reviewer Bruce M. Watson is a
retired English and History teacher
living in Vancouver.

Kesu': The Art and Life of
Doug Cranmer, by Jennifer
Kramer.

(Vancouver:
^Douglas and
Mclntyre, 2012)
L$29.95.

This beautifully illustrated book
celebrates the creativity of "indigenous
modern"
artist
Doug
Cranmer
(1927-2006) and offers a fascinating
glimpse into a First Nations man's
time and place in British Columbia
history. Kesu': The Art and Life of Doug
Cranmer accompanies a retrospective
exhibit held at the UBC Museum of
Anthropology curated by Jennifer
Kramer. She interviewed more than
fifty people who knew Doug Cranmer,
and was especially assisted by his
widow and sister. These interviews
shape both the exhibit and book,
revealing an accomplished, humble
Northwest Coast artist with a sense
of humor. As chapter titles indicate,
Cranmer was a contrarian, pragmatist,
individualist, iconoclast and mentor.
Cranmer was born into a highborn family of the Kwakwaka'wakw
in Alert Bay, a small village on
Cormorant Island, east of Port McNeill
off Vancouver Island. After his first
haircut, his parents gave him an
"everyday name" Kesu'. The name
means "wealth being carved" and
perfectly matches Cranmer's destiny,
as the author duly notes and so titles
the biography. As the eldest son,
Cranmer learned the responsibilities
of his family role. He participated in
potlatches as a child, absorbing the
richness of a culture he would later
re-create in his art. Cranmer attended
St. Michael's Residential School, a

building that still stands in Alert Bay
but no longer functions as a school. In
the book's forward, his sister, Gloria
Cranmer Webster, remembers Doug
Cranmer was not among the former
students of St. Michael's who applied
for financial compensation because
of negative experiences at residential
school. "It wouldn't feel right," he
told a cousin, "because I had fun at St.
Mike's." Cranmer went on to attend
a day school until he dropped out,
according his sister "as most boys his
age did, to go fishing or logging, or
both."
When Cranmer visited relatives
in Victoria, including Mungo Martin,
he became interested in "whittling"
as he playfully called it. He assisted
Mungo in a totem pole restoration at
Thunderbird Park. "Although a 1955
film described Mungo to the public
as the 'last great totem carver' of the
Kwakwaka'wakw," Kramer writes of
Cranmer's relative and mentor, "he
was in fact training the next generation
of that First Nation's artists."
Cranmer's next big move came
in 1959 when he was hired to work
alongside Bill Reid to build two
Haida houses and seven carvings,
commissioned by the UBC Museum
of Anthropology. This became a threeyear venture. Cranmer stayed on in
Vancouver after the job was complete,
frequenting jazz clubs when he wasn't
experimenting with artistic form and
ways of expressing traditional Native
art.
In 1962 Cranmer and two
associates established the Talking
Stick gallery among a row of private
galleries that still exist on South
Granville Street in Vancouver. One of
Canada's first Native-run galleries, the
Talking Stick gave Cranmer the space
to be artist in residence until the shop
closed six years later. "Opening the
Talking Stick was a bold initiative,"
Kramer writes, "because aesthetic
appreciation of contemporary Native

art was only beginning to make its way
into the collective consciousness and
homes of non-Native collectors."
Cranmer's second wife, Judy
Tweedie, provided significant help in
propelling his art to a larger stage. His
portfolio — as selected illustrations in
the book reveal — includes carvings,
prints, jewelry and paintings. Cranmer
worked on the restoration of totem
poles in Stanley Park, received art
commissions for Expo 86 and the
Canadian Museum of Civilisation
among several others, and eventually
travelled and exhibited in many
countries.
Although Cranmer did not
want the descriptor "master" attached
to his occupation because he felt he
was always learning, he did become
an important mentor. Not formally
trained,
Cranmer,
"let
students
try things out and make their own
mistakes." Artist John Livingston says
of Cranmer's carving lessons: "You
live and die by the centre line. If you
disregard it, the piece is going to be a
mess..."
Cranmer was single again when
he met Vivien Nanette Maye, a textile
artist working at the Vancouver
Museum. They married in 1991 and
kept a house by the sea in Alert Bay
while continuing to live in Vancouver.
By the late 1990s, this Alert Bay
home was the only place Cranmer
wanted to be and from this base he
continued giving generously to his
home community through his art
and teachings. Maye remembers that
"He was always his own man. An
extremely complex man who chose to
live a simple life."
This book is a fascinating tribute
to a man who gave much to British
Columbia — and the world.
Reviewer Janet Nichol is a freelance
writer who teaches history at a
Vancouver high school. She blogs at
janetnicol.wordpress.com.
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Vancouver Noir: 1930-1960,
by Diane Purvey and John
Belshaw

corruption and murder — illustrates
how smaller events meld in to their
larger ideas of the Noir era.
"There was, for starters," the
authors write, "the dress code of Noir.
Hats. Trenchcoats. Furs. Beardless men
with narrow moustaches and slickedback hair. Women with perms in tight(Vancouver:
fitting dresses. An unfiltered cigarette
^Anvil Press,
dangling from the corner of a mouth."
2011) $25.
If the thirties was a time of
idealism, the post-war world was
one of cynicism. Society's insistence
on social conformity and order
The
open
eyes provided a stark contrast to a seething
of a bullet-ridden underworld — if sometimes only in
corpse, captured in a black and peoples' imaginations. Contradiction
white photograph "reflected the sort of marked city life: as suburban living
hard, Noir city Vancouver once was," reflected decency and family values,
according to authors Diane Purvey and public concern was expressed about
John Belshaw. It is one of several gritty juvenile delinquency. Public (and
pictures mined from the city's archives sometimes even private) discussion
and library collection to accompany of sex was taboo, but the sex trade
this engaging historical narrative. prospered. Neon signs along Granville
The authors, both academics, forego Street lit up dens of burlesque, booze
some of their scholarly ways to use the and gambling.
Ladies
and
escorts
began
lexicon and writing style of the times.
entering
the
regulated
beer
parlours
And so they describe a lively city of
blind pigs and brothels, grifters and in Vancouver through separate doors
mistresses along with "bent" cops and in 1927. Thirsty working men crowded
these establishments after a hard day's
city hall politicians "on the take."
Canada's terminal city was one work and it was thought unseemly for
of a string of west coast settings, from women to mix freely among them. By
Anchorage to Honolulu, where life in 1954 cocktail bars were established so
those years seemed to be lived in black middle-class men and women could
and white. Hollywood filmmakers meet in an acceptable environment.
originally captured this vision with Glamour arrived to the city in the
movies set in Los Angeles and form of supper clubs, emerging in the
featuring hard-boiled private eyes and late 1930s and including big-name
femme fatales. It was while attending a American acts like Harry Belafonte,
photography exhibit in San Francisco, Tony Bennett, Mitzi Gaynor, Duke
however, that Purvey and Belshaw Ellington and Ella Fitzgerald.
But segregation, not integration,
became curious about connecting the
was
the cultural norm as visible
Noir period with Vancouver.
minorities
lived
in
separate
The authors contend in their
neighborhoods
such
as
Hogan's
Alley
opening and closing chapters, that
and
Chinatown,
as
"sin"
was
confined
Vancouverites experienced turbulence
and fear as well as significant changes to a square mile, and as police
to the social order in the three decades attempted to control the activities of
following 1930. Each thematic chapter drug peddlers and addicts. The poor
— on protest, glamour and vice, crime, and disenfranchised were common
44
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targets of civic authorities. Stanley
Park rancheries, float houses under
the Burrard Street bridge and other
residential 'blights' to the city came
under regular attack. "There were
plenty of moral panics in the first half
of the twentieth century in Vancouver
but none had
the
persistence
and
vehemence
of
the
white
establishment's fear of the Chinese,"
the authors also note with several
examples of "yellow peril" stories to
back up their assertion.
Besides resurrecting a fascinating
physical map of old Vancouver
communities, the authors recount
a litany of colorful and notorious
characters. At the top is Police Chief
Walter Mulligan, exposed in a web
of police corruption that made
newspaper headlines for weeks. As
news photographers roved the city
with clunky but portable cameras,
taking shots of smashed up cars
and sprawled out corpses, reporters
scribbled stories reading like pulp
fiction. Vancouverites were fed a
regular diet of news about criminals
dubbed names like the "Southern
Gentleman Bandit" and
George
"Squint Eye" Imbree.
Among the more horrific crimes
covered by the press was the 1953
'Babes in the Woods' murder, as it
was called. The bones of two small
children were discovered by a parks
board employee in a wooded area
of Stanley Park. Despite the best
efforts of detectives, the murders of
the unknown children (eventually
identified as brothers) were never
solved. But the coldest of the cold
cases, the authors submit, is the 1958
Pauls crime, a grisly multiple murder
on East 53 rd Avenue in Vancouver.
The authors observe that among
the many contradictions people of the
Noir era experienced was "a sense
of superiority coupled to a queasy
feeling of vulnerability among the
most powerful." But the reader is

also reminded that the rise and fall of
fascism in Europe provided a powerful
influence on the ideas and behaviors of
the times. Vancouver Noir succeeds in
exposing what lies beneath the surface
of Vancouver, delivering readers a
fascinating glimpse of another side of
the city.

Reviewer Janet Nichol is a freelance
writer who teaches history at a
Vancouver high school. She blogs at
janetnicol.wordpress.com.

Passing Through Missing Pages:
The intriguing story of Annie
Garland Foster by Frances
Welwood

Halfmoon Bay:
Caitlin Press,
2011) $24.95.

This
is
a fascinating
story
of
a
woman who came to
teach in British Columbia in 1908
and spent the rest of her 99 years in
this province. Ann Harvie Ross, born
in 1875, was known as Nan during
her student years, Annie when she
was very formal, and Ann during her
retirement years in White Rock, BC.
Her roots were in New Brunswick
and the introductory chapters details
her ancestry, her childhood, and her
attendance at the University of New
Brunswick. Nearing completion of her
university years she concluded that

the only vocations open to her were
teaching and nursing. She finished
Normal School when there were no
openings for a beginning teacher in
her home province, so she applied to
study at several schools of nursing.
Her nursing training began in
1896 in Boston in a small Asylum for
the Insane. That training ceased after
six months so Annie worked with a
grocery specialty group until nursing
class began in Philadelphia. There she
struggled through a typhoid epidemic
and cared for an influx of American
volunteers injured in 1898 military
skirmishes. She graduated in 1901
and became a private duty nurse until
she was invited to become matron of
a new hospital in her hometown of
Woodstock, NB. After two years in
that cottage hospital, with no salary,
Miss Ross went back to Philadelphia
where she became head nurse at a
private hospital with superior doctors.
Unhappily she suffered from frequent
bouts of bronchitis, so she decided to
move to where there was clean, dry air.
She applied to teach in Saskatchewan!
She moved each term from
one small school to another until she
taught a whole year at Victoria School
in Saskatoon. Then she moved to
Nelson, BC where she seemed more
content. At her boarding house she met
the new editor of The Nelson Daily News,
Garland Foster. She was Principal of
Hume School in Nelson when World
War I commenced. Garland Foster
joined up in 1914, was sent for officer's
training, came back to Nelson for
Christmas, proposed, and returned to
marry Annie on January 16,1915.
Mrs. Garland Foster followed her
husband to Vernon, then across Canada
and to his initial posting in England.
When Captain Foster was sent to the
front, Mrs. Foster volunteered to serve
as a nurse with British Red Cross. After
a romantic ten-day leave in England in
1917, Mrs. Foster accepted repatriation
to Canada. She was notified that her

husband was killed in battle about
the time she miscarried a pregnancy
with twins. Leaving her family in New
Brunswick moved back to Nelson
where she joined the Great War
Veterans Association and was elected
President of the Kootenay Chapter
GWVA. That group endorsed her to
run for city council. Annie Garland
Foster was the first alderwoman in
Nelson!
Garland
Foster's
civic
prominence in the Kootenay drew
Welwood to find and record the life of
this lady. We are told of the memoir
"Passing Through" which was typed in
1938-39 in White Rock and preserved
in the archives at the University of
New Brunswick. Six pages were
clipped from that memoir. Frances
Welwood did years of research to track
details of Annie's peripatetic life and,
especially, to solve the mystery of
those missing pages. It is indeed a very
intriguing story.

Reviewed by East Kootenay historian
and author of Fort Steele, Naomi
Miller. Also active in the BC History
of Nursing Society, Naomi is a former
editor of BC Historical News.
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Miscellany
Research notes, advocacy

Elimination of NADP
On April 30th this year, Library
Archives Canada (LAC) announced
the elimination of the National
Archival
Development
Program
(NADP). The Canadian Council of
Archives, working through provincial
and territorial archives councils,
oversaw the distribution of $1.7
million dollars annually in NADP
grants, to archival repositories and
councils across Canada. The monetary
loss to British Columbia's Archives
Association, and to its members, is
$117,000 for the 2012-2013 fiscal year.
The loss in other terms is much greater
than the dollar amount suggests.
The
NADP
exemplified
transparent,
accountable,
and
economic government grant funding
at its best. Peer-adjudication of
applications
at
the
provincial
level ensured that projects were
worthwhile, realistic, well-planned,
and certain of on-budget delivery.
Applicants for project funding had to
match the funds received, and many
did better than a straight 50/50 match,
effectively doubling the reach of
federal dollars. The broad dispersal of
the funds furthered the development
of a strong, distributed, and accessible
archival network in Canada.
In BC, the funds have been
used in two ways: to support the
services of the Archives Association
of British Columbia (AABC); and
to fund projects of AABC member
repositories. This year, the AABC's
Grants Committee met in January
to review applications, and selected
seven projects for funding. Six
were
arrangement/description/
digitization projects for important
archival fonds: the Hadassah-WIZO
Council of Vancouver; BC Sugar
Inc.; BC Mountaineering
Club;
mountaineering records of Cliff
Fenner, Eric and Emily Brooks,
Neal Carter and George Bury; Hari
46

Sharma (SFU faculty); Margaret
Peterson (Victoria artist). The seventh
project was to fund staffing for a
global preservation assessment. The
program was eliminated before any
monies were released. Each successful
project advanced priorities identified
by LAC itself — a fact which makes
the logic of the cut more difficult to
digest, to say the least.
Loss of this funding is a hardship
for the applicants who must now scale
back or postpone projects while they
find other sources of funding, but the
impact on the Archives Association
itself is of graver concern for all British
Columbians.
The Archives Association is the
organizational face of the archival
community in BC. It provides a forum
for the exchange of information and
ideas among individual professional
members, and provides invaluable
services
— education,
advice,
advocacy, network innovation and
support — to archives small and
large. These services allow archives to
maximize their limited resources.
The AABC has provided its
three flagship services — Archival
Education and Advisory Service,
Preservation Service, and Network
Services — by using NADP funding
to engage contractors to deliver
them. The contractors foster the
development of archival community,
and become a fundamental part of it
themselves, through their ongoing
relationships with archives and
archivists throughout the province.
They keep the AABC executive
current with the situation and needs
of member institutions.
My own repository — North
Vancouver Archives — has benefited
from all three AABC services in
recent years. The conservator visited
our facility to check everything
from environmental controls to the
condition of acetate negatives; we
received a detailed report to help us
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set priorities and plan preservation
projects.
Our
employees
have
attended, or taken through distance
education, high-quality workshops
on the management of photographic,
digital, and oral history holdings. We
have consulted the advisory archivist
about appraisal and grant-writing
matters. Descriptions of our repository
and holdings are available, and
frequently accessed, on MemoryBC.
We consult the Toolkit section of the
AABC website for links to on-line
resources on a variety of topics. Our
experience is recounted here because
it is typical, and illustrates what every
archives stands to lose.
The AABC and its membership
are not really separable. As much as
repositories need the guidance and
infrastructure provided by AABC, the
AABC is a creature of its members,
both individual and institutional.
As the ability of the Association to
support archives is reduced, the
strength of a network built u p over
decades is compromised. The archival
community, and BC citizens, are
poorer.
Protests from the archival
community have not produced any
indications that LAC will re-instate
or replace NADP. What is to be done?
We would like the users of archives to
be aware of the situation, and to help
us work towards practical answers to
that question.
Janet Turner, Archivist
North Vancouver Museum and
Archives

X

BCHF 30th Annual Historical Writing Competition

The British Columbia Historical Federation invites submissions for the 30th Annual Historical Writing Competition
for authors of British Columbia history.

Eligibility
•
•
•
•
•

To be eligible for this competition, books must be published in 2012.
Non-fiction books representing any aspect of BC history are eligible.
Reprints or revisions of books are not eligible.
Books may be submitted by authors or publishers.
Deadline for submission is December 31, 2012.

Judging Criteria
Judges are looking for quality presentations and fresh material. Submissions will be evaluated in the following areas:
• Scholarship: quality of research and documentation, comprehensiveness, objectivity and accuracy
• Presentation: organization, clarity, illustrations and graphics
• Accessibility: readability and audience appeal

Lieutenant-Governor's Medal and Other Prizes
The BC Lieutenant-Governor's Medal for Historical Writing will be awarded together with $1000 to the author whose
book makes the most significant contribution to the history of British Columbia. The 2nd and 3rd place winners will
receive $500 and $250 respectively. Certificates of Honorable Mention may be awarded to other books as recommended
by the judges.

Publicity
All winners will receive publicity and an invitation to the BCHF Award's Banquet at the Federation's annual conference
May 2013 in Kamloops.

Submission Requirements
Those wishing to enter books MUST obtain a
copy of the entry rules from the entries chair,
William R. Morrison, at writing@bchistory.ca

.

.

Submission Deadline: December 31, 2012
By submitting books for this competition, the
authors agree that the British Columbia Historical
Federation may use their name(s) in press
releases and in its publications.
Books entered become property of the BCHF.
Judges' decisions are final and confidential.
Bruce Watson accepting the medal for Chuck
Davis, The Chuck Davis History of Metropolitan
Vancouver, with The Honourable Steven L.
Point and William R. Morrison, May 2012.
Photographer: Derek Hayes
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Cabinets of Curiosities
by Rosemarie Parent

Rosemarie Parent of the Arrow Lakes Historical Society, tells the tale of the
Siamese pig in her grandfather in-law's unique collection.
Left: The Siamese pig preserved
in a jar of formaldehyde. It is well
preserved and even the hairs on
its body are quite noticeable. Each
bottom has 2 legs each and a tail
plus a top leg on the front shoulder
and the back shoulder.
Right: Eugene Leveque, barber and
collector, circa 1930.

I

n 1912, the Siamese pig shown
in this picture, was born at a
market garden farm owned by
Sam Henry (now Spicer's). At
the time he bought this land, which
was undeveloped with wonderful
soil, Chinese were not allowed to
own land, but the transaction was
never challenged in Nakusp. Sam
panicked when he saw the pig
and thought that evil spirits had
visited his farm. He called upon Dr.
Lavelle to attend to the pig, which
died soon after birth. Dr. Lavelle
decided to preserve it in rye whiskey.

Eugene Leveque, a barber, had
moved to Nakusp the year before with
his wife and family of four children.
Eugene was a collector and besides
having a barber shop and billiard
tables, he had items in jars with many
specimens displayed. We presume
that when Gene was given the pig for
his collection, he contacted the local
undertaker and changed the rye for
some formaldehyde liquid.
Because Gene soon had too
many specimens to keep at the barber
shop, he made a museum on the top
floor of his house. There he had many
items, old guns, items people sent

him from far-away lands, trilobites,
insects, birds, animal heads, snakes,
coins etc. He made a stamp lady out
of plaster of Paris and covered her
with stamps. He also made a corpse
like figure in a bed that unsettled the
young people who visited. But the
Siamese pig took top honours and still
does today in the Nakusp and District
Museum.
The pig has an elongated head
sideways with 3 eyes, 3 tongues, and
then about the middle of its body, it
separates into 2 separate parts, each
split of the lower body had 4 legs and
a tail; for an astonishing total of 8 legs
and 2 tails.*

Every object has a story. Do you have an object of curiosity in your cabinet?
Send me 300 to 400 words together, with a high-resolution image of the object, telling me the story of the object.
Email your story to: bcheditor@bchistory.ca, or mail to: Editor, British Columbia History, PO Box 21187, Maple
Ridge BC, V2X 1P7.
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Awards and Scholarship Information
for complete details go to http://bchistory.ca/awards/index.html
W. KAYE LAMB Essay Scholarships

Best Newsletter Award

Deadline: May 15

Deadline: March 1

The British Columbia Historical Federation
awards two scholarships annually for
essays written by students at BC colleges
or universities, on a topic relating to British
Columbia history. One scholarship ($750) is
for an essay written by a student in a first or
second year course; the other ($1000) is for
an essay written by a student in a third or
fourth year course.
To apply for the scholarship all candidates
must submit (1) a letter of application and
(2) a letter of recommendation from the
professor for whom the essay was written.
First and second year course essays should
be 1,500-3,000 words; third and fourth
year,l,500 to 5,000 words. By entering the
scholarship competition the student gives
the editor of British Columbia History the
right to edit and publish the essay if it is
deemed appropriate for the magazine.

Newsletters published by member societies
are eligible to compete for an annual
prize of $250. They will be judged for
presentation and content that is interesting,
newsy and informative.
- Only member societies of the BCHF are
eligible
- Only one issue of a society's newsletter
will be evaluated
- Submit three printed copies of this best
issue from the previous calendar year
- BCHF reserves the right not to award a
prize in a given year should applications
not be of sufficient quality
Submit three printed copies of a single
newsletter issue to: BCHF Recognition
Committee, PO Box 5254, Station B,
Victoria, BC, Canada, V8R 6N4

Applications with 3 printed copies of the
essay should be submitted to: Marie Elliott,
Chair BC Historical Federation Scholarship
Committee, PO Box 5254, Station B,
Victoria, BC V8R 6N4

Anne 6t Philip Yandle Best Article
Award
Deadline: To be eligible, the article must have appeared
in the BCHF journal British Columbia History for that
year

A Certificate of merit and $250 will be
awarded annually to the author of the
article, published in British Columbia
History, that best enhances knowledge
of BC's history and provides reading
enjoyment. Judging will be based on subject
development, writing skill, freshness of
material, and appeal to a general readership
interested in all aspects of BC history.

BC History Web Site Prize
Deadline: December 31

The British Columbia Historical Federation
and David Mattison are jointly sponsoring a
yearly cash award of $250 to recognize Web
sites that contribute to the understanding
and appreciation of British Columbia's past.
The award honours individual initiative in
writing and presentation.
Nominations for the BC History Web
Site Prize must be made to the British
Columbia Historical Federation, Web Site
Prize Committee, prior to December 31st
each year. Web site creators and authors
may nominate their own sites. Prize rules
and the online nomination form can be
found on the British Columbia Historical
Federation Web site: http://bchistory.ca/
awards/website/index.html

Certificate of Merit
Deadline: March 1

Group or individual who has made a
significant contribution to the study,
project, or promotion of British Columbia's
history.

Certificate of Recognition
Deadline: March 1

eligible
- Books may be submitted by authors or
publishers
- Deadline for submission is December
31 of the year in which the book was
published
Submission Requirements

- Those wishing to enter books MUST
obtain a copy of the entry rules from the
entries chair at writing@bchistory.ca
- Authors/Publishers are required to
submit three copies of their book
- Books are to be accompanied by a letter
containing the following:
1. Title of the book submitted
2. Author's name and contact information
3. Publisher's name and contact
information
4. Selling price
- Books entered become property of BCHF
- Judges' decisions are final and
confidential
- By submitting books for this competition,
the authors agree that the BCHF may use
their name(s) in press releases and in its
publications
William R. Morrison: Email: writing®
bchistory.ca

Given to individual members or groups
of members of BCHF Member Societies
who have given exceptional service to their
Organization or Community.

Judging Criteria

Certificate of Appreciation

- Scholarship: quality of research and
documentation, comprehensiveness,
objectivity and accuracy
- Presentation: organization, clarity,
illustrations and graphics
- Accessibility: readability and audience
appeal

Deadline: March 1

Individuals who have undertaken ongoing
positions, tasks, or projects for BCHF.
Nominations

Any member of BCHF may nominate
candidates for Certificates of Appreciation,
Certificates of Merit or Certificates of
Recognition. Nominations, supported
by a letter explaining why the nominee
is deserving of a certificate, should be
submitted to the Chair of the Recognition
Committee by March 1 of each year.

The Lieutenant-Governor's Medal
for Historical Writing
Deadline: December 31

Each year, the British Columbia Historical
Federation invites submissions for its
Annual Historical Writing Competition
to authors of BC history; and the winning
author is awarded the LieutenantGovernor's Medal for Historical Writing.

Judges are looking for quality presentations
and fresh material. Submissions will be
evaluated in the following areas:

Publicity

All winners will receive publicity and an
invitation to the Award's Banquet at the
Federation's annual conference in May
following the year of publication.
Lieutenant-Governor's Medal and Other Awards

The BC Lieutenant-Governor's Medal for
Historical Writing will be awarded together
with $1000 to the author whose book
makes the most significant contribution
to the history of British Columbia. The
2nd and 3rd place winners will receive
$500 and $250 respectively. Certificates of
Honourable Mention may be awarded to
other books as recommended by the judges.

Eligibility

Johnson Inc. Scholarship

- To be eligible, a book must be about
BC history and be published within the
competition year
- Non-fiction books representing any
aspect of BC history are eligible.
- Reprints or revisions of books are not

Deadline: September 15

Canadian residents completing high school
and who are beginning post-secondary
education. 100 scholarships of $1500 each
for Canada, http://wwwl.johnson.ca/aboutus/scholarships
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Top: Jim Pattison and his Austin Roadster. Pattison, a grad of 1947, was one of few students to have a car while attending the
school. Courtesy of Jim Pattison collection.
Left: The Girls' Glee Club, conducted by Ifor Roberts, with its first of many music awards in 1931. The school's girls choirs would
dominate the BC Music Festivals to 1980 under Roberts, Sherwood Robson, and Teo Repel. City of Vancouver Archives, AM1535-:
CVA 99-3925, Stuart Thomson photo.
Right: The John Oliver High Cheerleaders at Empire Stadium during the 45th Annual Vancouver & District Track Meet. The school's
cheerleaders had earlier in the spring won first place among Vancouver high school cheerleading squads, 1957. John Oliver High
School Archives.
Read the story of John Oliver High School's 100 years on page 35.

