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Editor's Note

Submission Guidelines

Crunchy Leaves

C

runchy leaves, the busy highway,
the piles of pens, notebooks,
and binders in the stores all
signify the end of summer. I
have always thought of September as
the real New Year rather than January;
to me, it is a time of new beginnings
and new possibilities. In keeping with
that theme, this issue introduces a
few visual changes to British Columbia
History as well as a regular back page
section, Cabinets of Curiosity, which
aims to highlight objects from both
institutional and private collections that
have interesting stories. Val Patenaude,
Director of the Maple Ridge Museum and
Archives, kindly agreed to be my first
contributor.
Military histories sometimes focus
on the lives lost and neglect the stories
of those who came home; Annette
Fulford tells a few of the stories of
Maple Ridge soldiers, both those who
died and those who survived. Also on a
military theme this issue celebrates the
100th birthday of the Canadian Navy
with an article by Gerald Pash and an
interesting piece of trench art in the
new 'back page'.
The
Peace
River
country
was isolated and technologically
underdeveloped when Monica Storrs
arrived from England at the start of the
Great Depression to 'civilize' the area.
Brenda L. Smith tells the story of her
personal journey.

Ron Hyde looks at the creation
and early years of the Liquor Control
Board and its mission to control the sale
of alcohol in BC.
Powell River was founded 100
years ago and designated as a National
Historic District of Canada in 1995.
Ronald Greene chronicles some of
Powell River's beginnings.
The Archives & Archivists column
for this issue highlights UVic's new
facility and private records holdings.
Finally, I am pleased that this issue
contains images from over ten different
private and public collections. It is
exciting to be able to showcase some
of British Columbia's amazing image
collection.
As always, I could not do this job
without many other people so thank
you to my team: editors; K. Jane Watt,
and Sylvia Stopforth; proofers/copy
editors, Erica Williams, Cathy Magee,
and vacation replacement proofer
Robin Lister; the BCHF Publications
Committee; and the Editorial Advisory
Committee.
Andrea Lister, Editor

Manuscripts that have been published
elsewhere or are under review for
publication elsewhere, will be considered
at the editor's discretion.
• Word Count 1000 to 5000.
• Electronic version, with file extension
(either .doc or .rtf), will be required
should the article be accepted for
publication.
• Endnotes must follow Chicago Manual
of Style, do not insert notes in text.
• Photocopies/scans of research material/
quoted material (pages from books,
documents, or journals you have used)
for fact checking are appreciated.
• Illustrations are encouraged:
° submit copies of permissions (or
assurance of permission) for the
images;
° sufficient resolution for high-quality
reproduction, 300 DPI (dots per
inch) minimum or a pixel dimension
of 1200x1500 pixels, (with the
exception of images such as coins;
minimum 600x600 pixels) preferable
in jpg or tif format;
° Not embedded in text—send as
separate files;
° Please provide suggested captions
for the illustrations;
° Image credit information must be
provided with all illustrations;
° Low-resolution images may be sent
with initial submission in cases
where images would need to be
purchased from an institution.
A two-three sentence biographical note
about the author.
If a manuscript is accepted for
publication, major changes will be cleared
with authors before publication. Authors
will also have the opportunity to do a
final proof check prior to publication.
You agree to grant the BCHF First
Rights (the right to be first to publish
your material in North America) or
Reprint Rights (your material has been
published before and this is now a
reprint; the original publisher will be
credited at the time of reprint), and
Electronic Publishing and Multimedia
Rights (the right to publish the work on
the internet) and to publish that work
in British Columbia History journal for
no payment. Future online publication
of your work and the right to reprint
it in a future publication is included in
your granting of publication rights to the
BCHF.
The British Columbia Historical
Federation assumes no responsibilit for
statements made by contributors
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Letters from Readers

Looking Good
I
received
the
magazine
yesterday and it looks so much better!
Contents are intereresting too!
Fred Braches

Lukin Johnston Feedback
Got the latest "B.C. History".
Good article, Frances, and nice to
see good contrasty and sharp photos
throughout!
Don Lyon

BC History arrived lastweekand it looks
really, really great! Congratulations!
Marie Elliott

Oops
The article "The Nyan WhetiDuzcho Trail System" by Marie Elliot
in the Summer 2010 issue of British
Columbia History
begins with a
startling factual error. The second
sentence in the article begins, "Once
the glaciers receded ten million years
ago ...." The most recent ice age had
largely ended in British Columbia not
ten million years ago but about ten
thousand years ago.
William Reeve
Editor's Note: All we can say is a
collective "duh, we missed that
one". One of my proofers said "I was
having a blind moment. However, it
is good that you cannot see my red
face."

Looking Good
I enjoyed the recent issue. I like
the editor's note and "logo" idea and
good stories/photos.
Best regards,
Janet Nicol

Historic Trails and Sites

Tom Lymbery
1979 Chainsaw Ave., Gray Creek, BC VOB
ISO
Phone 250.227.9448 Fax 250.227.9449
rails@bchistoryca

"
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Send me your
thoughts.
I welcome your letters and emails,
while reserving the right to edit
them. Email your story to: bcheditor®
bchistory.ca, or mail it to: Editor,
British Columbia History, 21-11870
232nd St., Maple Ridge BC V2X 6S9.

Maple Ridge Soldiers in the War to End all Wars
by Annette Fulford

The Maple Ridge cenotaph lists the names of over 40 war
dead from WWI; their stories need to be told, but that is only
part of the story . . . what of those who came home?

W

hen the air turns cool and moist
at the end of October, and we
hear the sound of World War
Two planes practising their
manoeuvres over Maple Ridge, our thoughts
turn to remembrance of the soldiers who
died for our country. November is when we
remember those who sacrificed their lives for
our freedom and pay tribute to the soldiers
who survived the war.
The Maple Ridge cenotaph stands at the
edge of Memorial Peace Park in downtown
Maple Ridge just off of 224th Street. It was
moved to the park from a nearby location in
2003. Who are these men who valiantly died
in battle and are commemorated by name on
this cenotaph? Research shows that most were
young men barely out of their teens.
Reginald George Goffin was one of these
young men. Reg was born at Toddington,
Bedfordshire, England but came to Canada
on the Empress of Britain with his family in
August 1910.x They were headed to Vancouver.
By the spring of 1911 the Goffin family is living
in Maple Ridge.2 More about Reginald's life
can be found in the diaries of Claude Holt
at the Maple Ridge Museum and Archives.
Claude Holt, a gentleman farmer who lived
near Webster's Corners, wrote many diaries
between 1910 and his death in 1929. In those
diaries he wrote about his life and those he
came in contact with during his time here in
Maple Ridge, including the people he hired to
do work for him.
The most notable entries in 1914 were for
Reg Goffin, age 19. Reg was just a year older
than Claude Holt's daughter Molly. He did
odd jobs around the house and often played
tennis with Molly and her friends. On several
occasions he escorted Molly and her mother,
Mary, to dances and other activities in Haney.
However, towards the end of the year Claude
makes note that Reg was off to join the war
effort.

Reg was recorded as 5 ft 9 inches tall with
a fair complexion, sandy hair, and blue eyes on
his attestation paper 3 when he enlisted in the
Canadian Infantry with the 29th Battalion on 9
November 1914. The 29th Battalion was known
as the Tobin's Tigers after their commander
Lieutenant - Col. H.S.Tobin.
After this entry there was rarely any
mention of Reg in Claude's diaries until New
Year's Day 1915 when Reg drove Claude's
family to the Haney Military Ball. Later in
May 1915, Molly and her mother watch as the
29th Battalion pass through Maple Ridge by
train on the way to the Front. The battalion left
Vancouver on 14 May and headed overseas to
England on the Missanabie from Montreal on 20
May 1915.4
In the British Columbian Victory Edition
on 24 June 1919, was a page titled "The Noble
Heroes of Maple Ridge: They Gave Their
All."5 A mention of Reginald Goffin is listed in
the Honor Roll Section:

Annette is an
expert in Canadian
WWI War Brides.
She has written a
chapter on First
World War brides
for historian
Melynda Jarratt's
book, War Brides:
The stories of the
women who left
everything behind
to follow the men
they loved.

The record of the achievements of the
Maple Ridge soldier boys are such as
to give one faith in the sterling worth
of Young Canada in a great national !
crisis. One after the other the Maple
Ridge boys fought their way up from
the ranks and won their commissions
by right of good service. Among
the number was the late Lieut.
Reginald G. Goffin, son of Mr. B.
Goffin, of Haney. Enlisting in the
29th Battalion soon after the war
broke out, he passed through several
non-commission ranks, and obtained
his lieutenancy early in 1918. He was
a man of splendid physique, standing
well over six feet and straight as an
arrow. Naturally he was an athlete
and was ever well to the front in all
manly sports. Lieut. Goffin was killed
by a machine gun bullet on August 9th,
1918, at Rosieres, giving his life for his
country at the age of 23 years.
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Maple Ridge
Cenotaph in
Memorial Peace
Park

He is buried at the Rosieres Communal
Cemetery 6 in France, near Amiens, where he
lost his life.7
Reg's older brother Arthur enlisted at
Toronto with the Canadian Postal Corps less
than a month later on 8 December 1914.8 He
was 24 years old, 5 ft 7 inches tall, who was
fair with light brown hair and blue eyes like
his brother. Arthur returned from the war
but died of chronic nephritis in 1922 at age
31 and is buried at Mountain View Cemetery
in Vancouver.9 His wife, Violet, parents
Benjamin and Lizzie, younger brother Robert
and sister Patience survived him.
Reg was not the only person with links
to Maple Ridge to join the 29th Battalion
when it was formed that November. Frank
Leslie McWhinnie, Edwin Arnold McVeety
and Edwin Marklin Kendrick all joined the
29th Battalion within days of Reg Goffin but
only the latter survived.
Edwin McVeety enlisted on 11
November 1914, while Frank Leslie
McWhinnie joined them on the 12th. Both
men gave their occupations as ranchers.
McVeety was the tallest of the group at 6 ft
Vi inches. His father William was a farmer at
Haney 10 McVeety died on 6 April 1916 at age
30 and his body was never recovered. His
name is listed on the Menin Gate in Ypres,
Belgium along with thousands of other
soldiers whose bodies were never found.11
Frank McWhinnie was born in Ladner,
BC in 1894, the son of Arthur McWhinnie
and Annie Henry. By 1911 Frank lived in
Maple Ridge with his widowed mother and
siblings.12 He died after the armistice on 12
December 1918 and is buried at Chambieres
French National Cemetery in Moselle,
France.13

Maple Ridge
Webster's Corner
and Haney refer to
the original historic
neighbourhoods that
make up what is now
known as the district
of Maple Ridge.
Webster's Corner
took its name from
its first postmaster
- James Murray
Webster. The post
office was established
in 1891.
Further Reading

www.
mapleridgemuseum.
org/08_
community/08_
neighbourhood.html

Some of Those Who Returned
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The cenotaph only tells part of the
story; what about the soldiers who enlisted,
fought and returned home?
A few soldiers who were born in Maple
Ridge returned home with new brides.
Vaughan Webber of Haney enlisted with
the 7th Battalion, 2nd Infantry Brigade on
23 September 1914 at age 27.14 Vaughan left
with the First Canadian Contingent in 1914
and spent most of the war in a prison camp.

He was taken prisoner of war in April 1915 and
was released after the armistice in November
1918.15
Vaughan went to England to recuperate
from his ordeal and while there married Agnes
Dukes. They came to Canada in August 1919
on the Metagama, which landed at Quebec on
12 August.16 Sadly, Agnes died in Vancouver
in 1925 at age 34. Vaughan later remarried but
died in 1943 at age 56.
Another soldier from Haney was Edwin
Kendrick. He enlisted in the 29th Battalion on
12 November 1914 at Vancouver, just 3 days
after Reg Goffin.17 Edwin was 20 years old.
While overseas Edwin met and married Annie
Littleworth, the daughter of Henry Littleworth
and his wife Jane Fisher, in Sussex, England in
1917. He returned to Canada with his English
bride and infant son Jack on the Melita in
May 1919.18 Annie died in 1937 at age 49 of a
cerebral haemorrhage and is buried St. Paul's
Anglican in Nanaimo.19 Edwin remarried, to a
Jessie Nagler and died at 28 Jan 1967 age 72 in
Vancouver.
The Goffin brothers, Reg and his older
brother Arthur, Edwin McVeety, Frank
McWhinnie, Vaughan Webber and Edwin
Kendrick are just some of the Maple Ridge
soldiers who fought for freedom in the First
World War. These young men were sons,
brothers, husbands and fathers, who fought
and died for our country and deserve to be
remembered.*
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THREE YEARS I N — ?
PRISON CAMP

Further
information
Library and Archives
Canada: Soldiers of the
First World War http://
www.collectionscanada.
gc.ca/databases/cef/
index-e.html. To order
service records or view
online attestation papers.

PO RT H A" IK V, A u _:' 21 .—A f t e r
upending «ver Uiree and a half year*
'In Gorman prison camps, Vtutghan
Webber, last of tun four sons of Mr.
Commonwealth War
aud Mrs. I). C Wuber to return from
Graves Commission
oversea*, reached home on Tuesday
http://www.cwgc.org/
iiighti Ha was accompanied by his
K_„ll_h~hride,-and w»* givei>-a~gre»t
You can learn more
about the location of a
reception bv his many friends.-: :'.
grave for a soldier who
Vaughan. Webber went overseas In
died overseas in either
1014, with the First-Canadian Conworld war.
tingent, and was captured by the
Germans In ' t h e eocond battle of
Veterans' Affairs:
Ypres. in April, 1.915, along with
Records and Collections
"Doc" Wells and several other T>oys
http://www.vac-acc.
from BrltiBh Columbia. Ho remaingc.ca/remembers/sub.
ed a prisoner until the signing of the
cfm?source=collections
ArmlsUce,an November of last year.
Ho spent Rome months recuperating
The British
In Wnglsind, before he was allowed, to
Columbian Victory
will for Canada."
;
Edition, June 24,
1919.

Postcard of SS
Metagama, the
ship that Vaughan
Webber and his war
bride Agnes came
to Canada on in
August 1919.
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A Short History of the Canadian Navy
by Gerald W. Pash; Edited by Ron Hyde

From a humble beginning with two Royal Navy cruisers, the
Canadian Navy now boasts 33 warships, submarines, and
coastal defence vessels on its 100th birthday

H

MCS Rainbow arrived in Esquimalt
on November
7, 1910; its
counterpart, the HMCS Niobe was
already assigned to the Atlantic

Coast in Halifax.1 These two former Royal Navy
cruisers were the foundation for the Canadian
Navy that exists today.
Prior to 1910, the British Royal Navy
provided for the maritime defence of British
North America and, after 1867, the Dominion
of Canada. With a major conflict brewing in
Europe early in the last century, Great Britain
began to redistribute the British fleet to
concentrate forces where they were most needed
and proposed closing their stations in Halifax
and Esquimalt. The Government of Canada led
by Wilfred Laurier determined that Canada had
to assume a proper share of the responsibility
and financial burden for suitable protection of
her exposed coastline and seaports. On May 4,
1910, under the authority of the Naval Service

Gerald is a retired
Lieutenant
Commander.
He is a Public
Affairs Officer
with Maritime
Forces Pacific in
Esquimalt. Over
the past 20 years
he has written
thousands of
news releases and
articles about the
Canadian Navy and
is the designated
Public Affairs
contact for the
Canadian Naval
Centennial events
in Western Canada.
He is an award
winning former
broadcaster.
HAAS and HMCS
The designation Her
Majesty's Ship (HMS)
has been the prefix of
British Royal Navy
ship names since
1789.
The designation Her
Majesty's Canadian
Ship (HMCS), is
applied as a prefix
to any Canadian
Forces warship. In
the reign of a king,
the designation
changes to His
Majesty's Canadian
Ship. HMCS Rainbow,
transferred from the
British Royal Navy to
Canadian in 1910 was
the first ship to be so
designated.

Royal Navy HMS
Shearwater (left)
and HMCS Rainbow
at Esquimalt in
1910. Shearwater
was transferred to
the Royal Canadian
Navy in 1915.
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HMCS Shearwater
with submarines
CC-1 and CC-2
Esquimalt Harbour
in October, 1914.

Act, the Canadian Navy was born. On August
29,1911 it was designated the Royal Canadian
Navy by King George V and in 1968 Canada's
Navy became Maritime Command within the
Canadian Armed Forces.
The key to a truly Canadian Navy was not
just ships but the creation of navy professionals.
Thus, the Naval Service Act provided for a Naval
Service Department, a Naval Board, a Naval
Reserve Force, a Naval Volunteer Force and a
Naval College.

Commemorate the Past
When World War One was declared,
HMCS Rainbow was already at sea in the Pacific
due to concerns of reports about two German
warships reportedly near San Francisco.
Just days before the declaration of war, the
Province of British Columbia was concerned
10
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that the fledgling Navy was not adequate and
purchased two submarines that were being
built in Seattle for the Chilean government.
The Federal Government quickly acquired the
submarines, renamed CC-1 and CC-2, from the
Province and they patrolled the West Coast for
nearly three years and were the vanguard of
the Canadian Navy's submarine service.
The Navy grew to 6,000 officers and men
during the war. The majority were assigned
to ships of the Royal Navy. Others manned
a fleet of small ships that carried out patrols,
minesweeping and anti-submarine operations
in Canadian waters. Following the war, the
Navy was reduced to 366 officers and men.
Between the wars, Canada decided it
should have its own Navy. By August 1939,
Canada's Naval force consisted of six fairly
modern destroyers, five minesweepers and
two training vessels. Personnel included 145

officers and 1,674 men and with the Naval
reserves their strength was 366 officers and
3,477 men.
While Canada officially declared war
on Germany on September 10, 1939, the war
actually began a week earlier on September
3 rd when the passenger liner
SS Athenia was torpedoed,
killing stewardess Hannah
Baird of Quebec, the first
Canadian casualty of the war.
Earlier that day, the German
High Command had flashed
the signal to its submarine
fleet
"Open
hostilities
with England at once". In
anticipation of the world
going to war, two Canadian
destroyers HMCS Fraser and
HMCS St. Laurent suddenly
cut short their August 27th
port visit to Vancouver. With
two hours notice, they were steaming down
the Pacific Coast with orders to "ship warheads
and be ready for action". They arrived in
Halifax two weeks later to begin the Battle of

the Atlantic and keep the North Atlantic sea
lanes open to Great Britain.
While Canada was quick to deploy
the destroyers Fraser and St. Laurent, it took
a herculean effort to build Canada's Second
World War Navy. Canadian industry stepped
up and launched a constant
stream
of
navy
and
merchant ships. As a result,
by the end of the war, the
Navy had expanded to
become the third largest
Navy amongst the allies
with over 100 thousand men
and women and 375 fighting
ships. Turning the tide of
the Battle of the Atlantic
was a national effort and a
national success. During the
five plus years of the war,
a bridge of ships moved
90,000 tons of war supplies
daily toward the European battlefield under
Canadian Naval escort. In addition to the
major effort in the North Atlantic, Canadian
ships also took part in the landings in North
Africa and Sicily. On D-Day, June 6, 1944,

During the five plus
years of the war,
a bridge of ships
moved 90,000 tons
of war supplies daily
toward the European
battlefield under
Canadian Naval
escort.

HMCS Fraser on the
Fraser River in 1937

•
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The Changing
Fleet — a painting
by John Horton,
Marine Artist,
commissioned by
the Canadian Navy.
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Canadian Navy destroyers, frigates, corvettes,
motor torpedo boats, minesweepers and land
craft assisted the invasion forces.
World War II was not just limited to
the North Atlantic and Europe. German
submarines sank eight Canadian Navy ships in
home waters and torpedoed merchant ships in
the St. Lawrence River within a half day's drive
from Quebec City.
On the Pacific Coast, the Canadian
Navy carried out ant-submarine patrols and
participated in the Aleutian Campaign when
Japanese forces bombed Dutch Harbor, seized,
and then abandoned, the Aleutian Islands of
Attu and Kiska. The cruiser Uganda, sailed with
the British Pacific Fleet. The ship intercepted
Japanese air strikes headed for Okinawa
and on May 1, 1945 the flotilla bombarded
the Japanese airbases on Shakashima Gunto
enduring a furious air attack by kamikazis.
While demobilization after the Second
World War greatly reduced the size of the
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Canadian Navy, Canada maintained significant
naval forces and was ready once again when the
first United Nations' war erupted. Only days
after the outbreak of the Korean War, Canada's
first contribution departed Esquimalt Harbour
on July 5,1950, HMCS Cayuga, Athabaskan and
Sioux arrived in Japan on July 30, ready to join
in the battle for the Pusan bridgehead in Korea.
Before the end of the conflict in 1953, five other
Canadian ships served with the Canadian
Destroyer Division, Far East.
Throughout the Cold War era, the Navy
was keeping watch at sea for the potential
adversary every day of the year. Individual
ships were deployed around the world
to specific United Nations Peacekeeping
Operations while others supported national
diplomatic interests.
When the first Gulf War broke out in
1990, the Canadian Navy was first to deploy
"OP FRICTION" (Canadian Forces name for
deployment to the first Gulf War in 1991) and

lead the coalition at sea logistics operation. In
September 1999 the HMCS Protecteur, with ten
days notice, sailed to the South Pacific to lead
the logistics operation in support of United
Nations resolutions to control the conflict in
East Timor.
Following the September 11, 2001
attack against North America, the Canadian
Government
announced
its
intentions
regarding the international campaign against
terrorism. HMCS Halifax was first in the
theatre in early October and was joined by four
ships including the Pacific Fleet ship HMCS
Vancouver within the month demonstrating
again that the Canadian Navy has always been
"Ready Aye Ready".

Commit to the Future
Recent government
announcements
provide the Canadian Navy the resources to
embark on a challenging, decade-long process
of acquisition and modernization. Over a
seven to ten year period, the navy will update
or replace all of its major surface combatants,
and introduce a new class of patrol ship and a
new Air Force maritime helicopter. Positioning
the Navy for future success recognizes that
Canada is a maritime nation and is one of the
world's most important coastal states. Three
things make Canada sovereign at sea; effective
surveillance, meaningful presence and an
ability to control maritime events in our own
waters. This allows us, at a distance, to keep

the great "ocean commons" open for the free
passage of trade and commerce.
On a typical day Canada's Navy tracks
about 2,000 ships in the maritime approaches to
our country. Most of the ships are going about
their lawful business; a few are not. Those that
are suspect are identified to an appropriate law
enforcement agency that will determine the
required response that can range from a search
on arrival to a boarding at sea. The incident off
Canada's West Coast in October 2009 with the
migrant vessel Ocean Lady exemplifies the high
standards of vigilance exercised by the Navy
and its integrated government partners.
The work of the Navy is described in
three words — Sovereignty — Security —
Diplomacy. Keeping watch and maintaining
the sovereignty of our own ocean approaches,
undertaking operations to maintain domestic
and international security as required and
directed by the Government, and projecting
Canadian interests and values through navy to
navy and nation to nation diplomacy.
It is important to all Canadians that
Canada has the capability to carry out that
work. The future Navy must be structured to
deliver maritime security at home and abroad,
as well as to project influence and power from
the sea. Canada's Navy must be of a sufficient
size to sustain ongoing operations through the
deployment of a task group and immediate
national response to crisis.*

CANADIAN NAVAL
CENTENNIAL

Endnotes
1. Roger Sarty The
Naval Service of Canada,
1910-2010: The Centennial
Story, ed. Richard
H. Gimlett (Toronto:
Dundurn Press, 2009) 11.

CENTENAIRE DE LA
MARINE CANADIENNE
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"But I've Got Two Homes Now"
by Brenda L. Smith
Family history
consultant Brenda
became interested
in Monica Storrs
through her
family's stories of
this remarkable
woman. In 2004 this
paper was awarded
a W. Kaye Lamb
scholarship.

Monica Storrs came to Peace River country in 1929 as part of
a missionary ideal to civilize Canada; instead, she was freed
from the constraints of British society and forever changed.
And so I came Home,
But I've got two Homes now
Which is very puzzling.
— Monica Storrs 1939

M

onica Melanie Storrs came
to Canada as an Anglican
missionary at the beginning of
the Great Depression in 1929. For
the next twenty years she left behind her life
as the daughter and sister of upper churchmen
and politicians to establish her ministry
among the settlers of British Columbia's North
Peace River Country, arguably Canada's last
agricultural frontier. She negotiated her place
in this new home by focussing her impressive
organizational talents, physical stamina and
absolute belief in the Tightness of her mission.
The Victorian/Edwardian images of "Ideal
Wife and Mother", "Imperial Daughter", and
"Lady Missionary", are mythical aspects that
circumscribed the lives of middle-class English
women, and particularly those who emigrated
to western Canada as missionaries. These
women, hypothetical paragons of virtue and
private accomplishment, shared in colonizing
the frontier from the middle of the nineteenth to
the middle of the twentieth centuries. Feminist
historians contend that British immigrant
women were expected to "civilize" Canada
and secure it as a bastion of Britishness. In turn,
Myra Rutherdale asserts, they were changed
by Canada, that their loyalties to God, Crown,
husband and father were tested and altered. 1
In the inter-war period, middle class
British society and the Anglican Church were
in transition, needing to resolve idealistic
contradictions with the ample population
of educated middle class women no longer
needed for war service. Monica Storrs was
such a woman, who represented the Anglican
Church in the northern part of the British
Columbia Peace River Block. Storrs reconciled
her culturally assigned roles with the
frontier's opportunities for independence and

14
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productivity, and was changed by the frontier
experience.
The journals of Monica Storrs have been
edited in two volumes: W. L. Morton, God's
Galloping Girl: The Peace River Diaries of Monica
Storrs, 1929-1931, (Vancouver: University of
British Columbia Press, 1979) and Vera K. Fast,
Companions of the Peace: Diaries and Letters of
Monica Storrs, 1931-1939, (Toronto: University
of Toronto Press, 1999). Both volumes contain
detailed commentaries providing background
and context for Storrs' writing. Although Storrs
worked in the Peace River Country from 1929
to 1950, she discontinued her reports home at
the beginning of World War II. Morton's edited
presentation of the writings Storrs sent to
family and friends in England is accompanied
by a useful introduction and commentary by
Storrs' friend R. D. Symons, and Fast provides a
postscript which outlines Storrs' life after 1939,
based on interviews and her correspondence.
Morton's volume covers the first two years
of Storrs' service in the Peace River Country.
Fast worked with Morton on the first volume
of Storrs' journals. Her introduction and
postscript apply a feminist sensibility to the
contextual framework for Storrs' writing.
The first half of Monica Storrs' life reflects
the ideals of Victorian womanhood. Storrs
was born to a life of privilege in a clerical
household, serving her church and family
until the age of 41. The daughter of Reverend
John Storrs and Lucy Cust, she was born in
London in 1888, fourth child in a family of six.
Her brother Sir Ronald was, in turn, Governor
of Judea, Cypress and Northern Rhodesia.
Her brother Christopher became Bishop of
New South Wales, Australia. Her father was
appointed Dean of Rochester Cathedral in
1913. Storrs attended the Francis Holland
Church of England School for Girls in London.
Her mother was ill for many years, and she
served as her father's household manager and
hostess from her mother's death in 1923, until
her father died in 1928.

Following
her
father's death, Storrs
trained as a missionary
at St. Christopher's
College,
Blackheath.
The school trained lay
church women
"to
act as organizers in
dioceses or parishes
. . . [and for] the
religious training of
schoolchildren outside
of school hours." 2
There she met Eva
Hasell who created
the "Canadian Sunday
School
Caravan
Mission", and applied
to the Fellowship of
the Maple Leaf for a
mission
assignment
to the Peace River
Country. Storrs arrived
in Fort
St. John,
British Columbia, in
November 1929.
The Peace River
area presented a stark
contrast
to
Storrs'
British homeland. In rural England villages
were usually no more than 2 to 3 miles (3.2
to 4.8 km) apart as compared to the many
tens of miles between homes and in between
communities. Storrs' territory extended from
Hudson's Hope to Baldonnel; a distance of
approximately 60 miles (97 km) by 80 miles
(129 km). As well, she journeyed up the rivers
and creeks flowing south into the Peace River.
Electricity and telephones were rare. However,
life in the Peace River allowed her to achieve a
degree of freedom and accomplishment, during
the second half of her life, that would have
been unlikely had she remained in Britain. Her
journals and the commentaries of her editors,
W. L. Morton and Vera K. Fast, illustrate how
her work and life facilitated deviation from
socially prescribed roles.
Storrs fits the description put forward
by Rutherdale that "the women who came to
the north, either as missionaries or missionary
wives, had certain pre-conceived ideas about
their superiority which were reinforced

upon their arrival. This feeling of superiority
was rooted in their identity as white AngloSaxons."3 Wryly, Storrs described herself as
'"middle-sized, middle-aged, and fatally
English.'" 4 In a letter home, written soon after
her 1929 arrival, the tone is at once wide-eyed
and condescending:

Main street, Pouce
Coupe circa 1930.

Pouce Coupe is the 'County Town' of
the Peace River Block. I had plenty of
time yesterday to admire it. It looks like
a cross between a soldiers' permanent
camp during the War, and a home for
lost bathing machines. The bathing
machines are apparently thrown down
more or less haphazard on the waste
ground, but there are two or three
broad mud roads among them . . .
When you reach the bathing machines
you find that one is a bank, another
a Government Office, and another a
general store... I called on the doctor's
wife yesterday afternoon, a very refined
English woman . .. 5
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Hudson's Hope, 1929

Map of Monica Storrs'
territory, approximately
60 mi. (97 km) by 80 mi.
(129 km).

16

BRITISH COLUMBIA HISTORY | Fall 2010 | Vol. 43 No. 3

With a nod to the convention of separate
spheres, Storrs deferred to the male clergy who
worked in the Peace River Country, while also
performing a maternal function. Her Canadian
superior was the Bishop of Caledonia. But
"she deliberately placed herself under the
authority of the local rector, 'in the interest
of Church discipline.'" 6 However, she was
not above scolding the Reverend Wolfendale
when he neglected himself and, thereby, his
parishioners.
Bro. Wolf [Reverend Wolfendale] had
gone across the Pine on Saturday and
was intending to get back in time for
the 3.30 Service, but as he insisted on
walking instead of riding, and the snow
was pretty heavy, no one expected him
to get back in time, and he didn't. I was
prepared for this . . . we are learning to
provide extra sandwiches on Sunday,
which he devours after Service and
before hurrying on to Fort St. John.
Later I rode over there also, and after
Church read him a short Riot Act
about a) walking huge distances when
he could ride, b) stupid indifference to
meals, c) never going to bed. 7

For King and Empire

Reverend Canon
Stanley Higgs

According to Vera Fast, Storrs "felt a fierce
loyalty to the Crown as well as to the Church
of England, a commitment shared not only by
Eva Hasell but by many of her compatriots and
especially by the Fellowship of the Maple Leaf."8
Missionaries were routinely commissioned
and supported by philanthropic Christian
organizations. Storrs' Anglican contemporary,
the Reverend Canon Stanley E. Higgs, served
in the Cariboo Diocese during the inter-War
period. His work was funded by the New
England Company, "an ancient church society
founded in England in the reign of Charles II
to assist in the teaching of the gospel to the
Indian people of the New England colonies.
This company had moved to Canada after
the American War of Independence, and gave
support to the work of the Church of England
among the United Empire Loyalists, and
especially to the work of the church with North
American Indians." 9 Storrs shared her Peace
River territory with the Catholic missionary,
Father Emile Jungbluth who arrived in 1936
from France, under the auspices of the Oblate
Order of Mary Immaculate. Father Jungbluth's

In his unpublished
autobiography of
his time among the
Thompson Indians at
Lytton, BC from 19281941, Higgs provides a
frank and illuminating
tale of missionary life
from a man's point of
view in another part of
British Columbia. This
manuscript details an
important concern of
most missionaries —
health care. Higgs
worked with the Indians
of the Thompson Valley,
where the Anglican
Church built a hospital
and a school. He wrote
extensively about efforts
to secure treatment
for his parishioners
who suffered from
tuberculosis. The text
is also interesting for
its information about
the nursing sisters who
served the area.

Sunday School
Caravan ladies in
the early 1930s.
The following
abbreviations were
written underneath
the image: from
left - MH, Miss M,
M, Miss G and the
last is A.
M in the middle is
likely Monica.
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Father Emile
Jungbluth, OMI
This oblate priest
served in the Peace
River Country from
1936 to 1983. His
story is presented in a
combination of narrative,
interviews, and direct
reference to his personal
papers. Jungbluth's
territory covered the
north and south Peace
River Block until well
after World War II, and
his mission was mainly
among the indiginous
population. Frequently
mentioned are the
frustrations of securing
adequate health care
for his parishioners. As
he neared retirement,
Jungbluth was joined by
nuns who increasingly
assumed his pastoral
duties.

biography includes a story regarding the
difficulties of a German priest in Fort St. John
who spoke of his conflicting loyalty to his
homeland at the beginning of World War II.10
Thus, the missionaries' ties to their homelands
played out, sometimes painfully.
Storrs, Higgs, and Jungbluth all
wrote substantial reports to encourage the
enthusiasm of their sponsor agencies in
Europe. The Fellowship of the Maple Leaf was
an organization that "enabled British women
to seek employment, adventure and service
to others in the Canadian west, [and] carried
on its magazine cover the acronym KCBC:
'Keep Canada British and Christian.'" 11 Fast
contends that Storrs was self-conscious about
her Englishness, but that at the same time,
she supported the Monarchy by bringing a
copy of the King's speech to Sunday School,
maintaining the flag ritual, and promoting Girl
Guides and Boy Scouts.12

Working God's Will
Beginning in the late 1890s, parochial
church councils were formed in Britain, but
excluded women. Following World War I,
secular participation intensified in Anglican
Church governance. But women's contributions
were restricted to committee work until the
1920 creation of the Order of Deaconesses.
These lay women were allowed to "prepare
for baptism and confirmation, to assist at,
and administer baptism in case of necessity,
to pray with and give counsel to women, and
with the approval of the bishop and parish
priest, to read morning and evening prayer
in church." 13 Storrs' experience in Britain with
the Girls' Diocesan Association, the Village
Evangelists and the Bishop's Messengers gave
her considerable credentials for church work.14
Storrs performed her pastoral role in an
isolated and technologically underdeveloped
Canadian countryside. As elsewhere, Peace
River settlers suffered the privations of the
Great Depression. Storrs "attempted to
mitigate the isolation—cultural, spiritual, and
physical—by her visits and other means. At
her Baldonnel home, the Abbey, she sheltered
the needy for days or sometimes months,
hosted lonely teachers, entertained women's
groups, and used the premises for children
who could not otherwise have attended
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school."15 Government relief took the form of
vouchers only for food and fuel, so Storrs and
her organization elected to concentrate on
distributing clothing. The Samaritan fund met
extraordinary medical needs and paid for seed
grain.16 Storrs started libraries and organized
community entertainment. She lived mainly
on a small private income, and even paid the
stipend, for a time, of the male clergyman.
Storrs maintained a strong network of
family and friends. Her parenting/leadership
skills were extended to the Companions of
the Peace, young women who joined her in
her ministry. In 1939, at the age of fifty-two,
Storrs assumed guardianship for two ten-yearold German refugee boys. They joined her
in Canada in 1940, and her correspondence
from the war years records this parenting
experience.17
Storrs was most interested in Christian
service and general Christian teaching and
avoided denominationalism. Her approach
to her ministry was less about preaching than
of modelling a Christian life. Morton reports
that "Somewhat Anglo-Catholic in spirit as
she was, she was in no way evangelical, much
less aggressive, her quiet insistence on the
Christian way was to explain why in time
some were to speak of her as the Angel of the
Peace.'"18 She determined that the formation of
a church congregation was the result of visiting
people in their homes, of providing social and
religious services.
The mentality of the people and their
whole spiritual approach are so entirely
different from ours,. . . And yet we are
always brought to the same conviction
in the end, that even if this whole block
were ultimately to become United
Church or Presbyterian, the Anglican
contribution would not have been
wasted. It has a richness and strength
and objectivity which, in so far as we
can express them faithfully in our
life and teaching, can be used by God
to influence the spiritual life of this
country, whatever church seems to
prevail.19
Storrs took her ministry to the people,
travelling unnumbered distances by foot, horse,
and automobile to visit remote homesteads

and communities. In mastering wilderness
travel skills, she learned to perform many
tasks considered men's work. She actively
participated in the building of her own home,
a nursing outpost, and several churches. At the
same time, she kept her own house and garden,
as reported by journalist Lyn Harrington:
We knocked on the heavy door of her
nearby log house, once flippantly
described as "The Abbey". The sound of
a scrubbing brush ceased. Miss Storrs
opened the door, clad in blue jeans
and faded plaid shirt—her customary
attire. . . . Monica Storrs is a contrast
in herself. Although she never walked
until she was twelve years old, she has
ridden hundreds ofmiles with pack horse
through BC's rugged north. Imagine
the gentle-born daughter of the Dean of
Rochester chopping wood for her own
stove, hauling water and cleaning out
the stable. Picture that deanery-bred
lady whom the Governor of Jaffa once
taught to play poker, preaching the

Word in highway maintenance camps,
cafes and little log churches.20
Travel presented new challenges, as
available rail had reached Dawson Creek and
could only take her away from her ministry.
Yet summer and winter she made the rounds
of her territory. Every time Storrs and her horse
Puck set out, often with little more than bed
roll and sandwiches, she was leaving her life of
privilege ever further behind. What she found
on her journeys, she met with steadiness and
compassion.
Next morning Cecilia and I . . . went
right through to the Holdup in five
hours and slept with Mrs. Slyman,
the French-Canadian whose husband
is a Mahommedan-Syrian-Canadian
storekeeper. He is constantly away
freighting and she gets very lonely
especially as she has never learned to
read, or had a child. . . . Next morning
we went to the Blueberry River... After
about 12 miles the forest thinned out
into coulee and open spaces, giving us a
delightful feeling of having discovered

Monica behind the
Chapel of the Holy
Cross in 1935.
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The Church of the
Good Shepherd at
Taylor
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a new world. Then after another mile or
two we found the first house and visited
a lady called Mrs. Slmith]. She was
young and really French-Canadian,
and about 200 yards away lived her
mother-in-law, another Mrs. Slmith]
whom we also went to see. Both houses
were of course one-room shacks, very
rough and poor and with no sort of
floor as yet. One Mrs. Smith fed us
most generously on bacon and potatoes,
and then we discussed with the other
the problem of her little child of three
who has a terribly deformed leg. We are
trying to get her out to an Orthopaedic
hospital at Winnipeg, but my goodness
the cost of it! When you see these
people in their little floorless home,
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you wonder what can be done about
it. However, there are the Daughters of
the Empire, and the Red Cross might
help—and possibly Muriel could take
the poor little girl so far with her when
she goes Home in May .. .21
Monica Storrs conformed to the
triumvirate of ideals assigned to women in
the Victorian world. At once, her life and
work in the Peace River Country fulfilled and
transcended her culturally constrained roles.
For two decades, married to her Church and
her mission, she mothered Peace River Country
settlers, fellow missionaries, and her foster sons
alike. In the mission field she met colonial and
church expectations by promulgating British
institutions, while she delivered clothing and

the Christian message. In the process, Storrs'
pioneer sojourn worked change upon her.22 In
the words of her friend, R. D. Symons, Storrs
was:
...tested by many circumstances. By
loneliness, by sense offailure, by perils
of storms and subarctic climate, but
above all by the blackness of real and
imagined rejection by the people she
strove (perhaps too hard!) to understand
in the same measure that she loved. . .
. She became unshockable; she learnt
to love the sinner even as she hated the
sin. She had to hear of things she had
not known existed. She found out what
the world, the flesh, and the devil really
meant; as she would never have known
them in the Rochester deanery, among
people who had taken St. Paul's advice
to 'think on these things which are of
good report,' and in so doing never saw
the unspeakable under the carpet.23
The freedom and accomplishment of her
Peace River experience resulted in personal
change. Time and experience had worked their
way with Storrs and her parishioners. Class,
ethnicity, occupation, race, gender, and war
had multiplied the changes.24 By her model and
her significant accomplishment, Storrs perhaps
brought the world nearer to realizing Virginia
Woolf's prophecy:
. . . in a hundred years . . . women
will have ceased to be the protected
sex. Logically they will take part in all
the activities and exertions that were
once denied them. . . . All assumptions
founded on the facts observed when
women were the protected sex will have
disappeared . . . Anything may happen
when womanhood has ceased to be a
protected occupation,. . .25

'When in England two years ago, I had
the honor (sic) of being commanded to
visit Queen Elizabeth, who wished to
hear about the Peace River country.
She showed the deepest interest in
the people, in the country as a whole,
and the work being carried on. It was
most gratifying.' When the invitation
arrived, Miss Storrs, like any other
woman, 'hadn't a thing to wear'. It was
literally true in her case, For her scanty
wardrobe holds only clothing necessary
to her ascetic life in the north, including
the little blue gown and veil she wears
when conducting church services.
Her relatives insisted on loaning her
clothes suitable to the occasion, and she
'practiced curtsiesfor a whole day before
leaving for Buckingham Palace. '26
Storrs continued active association with
the organizations that had supported her
Canadian ministry.27 But as Vera Fast records:
"By 1939, Storrs, as she affirmed in her last
diary entry, had two homes, and was no
longer compelled to romanticize one above
the other. Certainly, during her pioneer days,
she longed at times for the creature comforts of
England—she came, after all, from the elegant
Rochester deanery—but it was her yearning
for the services of the cathedral that are most
poignant." 28 Twenty years of living on the
edge of European culture were compensated
by a return to the sustaining comforts of her
first home. Still, essentially unconstrained
in Canada by her gender and cultural ethos,
Storrs was altered by her Canadian experience,
as much as she delivered change through her
ministry*

When Storrs retired to Britain in the
1950s, she re-entered a culture altered by war
and post war privations. She returned on her
own terms with financial security, reputation
and social network intact. She was received by
the Queen in 1947, and vivdly described her
efforts to restore dormant skills:
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The Liquor Control Board and the Moderation Act — 1921
by Ron Hyde

In the wake of the end of prohibition but with temperance
sentiment still riding high, the Liquor Control Board was
created and empowered to control the sale of alcohol in BC.

I

n 1921 the BC Provincial Government
introduced The Moderation Act to combat
the excessive use of alcohol. Through
the Act, the BC Liquor Commission was
empowered, with Chairman
A.M. lohnson,
Colonel
«,
W.N. Winsby and lames
H. Falconer, to organize
the Liquor Control Board
(L.C.B.) as the sole agent
for the control and sale
of alcohol in BC. British
Columbia had held a
plebiscite in 1920 and voted
'wet', thus making it the first
province in English Canada
to
repeal
prohibition.
In April 1921, it
was announced that the
Commission
planned

all their purchases recorded. He could then
advise the customer to change the brand of
liquor he was drinking or to mix his drinks
in some other way. By this advice, the Board
hoped to get rid of much of the abuse of liquor
and reduce excessive drinking to a minimum.
Bootlegging (the illegal sale of alcohol as a
beverage) was to be eliminated by stamping all
liquor that came into the Province and assigning
every liquor buyer in BC with a number that
would be registered in the Board's head office
in Victoria. All liquor sold would have to be
stamped with the number of the purchaser.
This created a legal problem that landed in
court. The Dominion Department of Inland
Revenue issued an order that householders
in any Canadian province could manufacture
liquor and beer for their own consumption
by notifying the department to this effect in
writing. The idea was largely to protect the
householder who made his or her own rhubarb
wine or the citizen who had their own recipe.
The L.C.B. prevailed and
the provincial approval
was required.
The
following
month, the Board's plans
mushroomed and it was
announced that several
BC breweries were to be
taken over and operated
by the L.C.B. No decision
had been made as to which
breweries, but it was viewed
as likely that the ones with
high volume and popular
brands would be selected.
It was touted that "when
the L.C.B. takes charge of
its breweries, they will put
out such a high grade of beer with a flavour so
distinctive, that the name of British Columbia
beer will be known over the world".
Several days later, another announcement
advised that the Board planned to open a chain
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to the British
Columbia Historical
Federation as
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when the L.C.B.
takes charge of its
breweries, they will
put out such a high
grade of beer with a
flavour so distinctive,
that the name of
British Columbia beer
will be known over
the world"

to open a warehouse in
each of the large cities in
the Province and to make deliveries direct
to the purchaser's home. Permit offices were
to be scattered throughout the cities where
purchasers would place their orders and the
head cashier would examine their permit with
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of stores throughout the Province which would
eliminate, to a large extent, the postal and
express service first proposed. The change in
policy meant that instead of a few warehouse
in major cities every small centre of population
would have a store of its own.
The Moderation Act, which was to go into
effect June 15, 1921, would make the sale of
beer in clubs, bars, legions, etc. illegal. There
was great opposition from the hotels and
servicemen and it was rumoured that the fall
session of the legislature would reverse this
section with amendments to the Act permitting
the sale of beer by the glass in bars. The original
profit predictions, which were to be split with
the municipalities where stores would be
located, were expected to be so great that the
entire debt to the Province would be paid off in
10 to 15 years.
However, with the L.C.B. start of
business just ten days away, the vision of big
profits began to diminish. In the two months
since the first plans were announced by the
BC Liquor Commission, not only had the
Dominion Government boosted the excise
tax but also the Liquor Board had contracted
enormous overhead expenses from the rents
for the warehouses and store properties, wages
for store managers, and inventory, all of which
added to the price of liquor and would further
reduce sales and profits.

Public Opinion & Whisky Running
Public opinion was making itself felt
through churches, business and temperance
organizations, to the extent that earlier
elaborate plans to establish stores in residential
districts and oriental quarters in Vancouver
and Victoria were cancelled.
Colonel Winsby of the L.C.B., when
speaking to a veteran's convention in Chilliwack,
emphatically stated, "It depends on the people
whether the new Liquor Act remains in force
or fails. Abuse of the measure means bone dry
prohibition, and in a short time. It behooves
every citizen to support the Act, for, after all,
moderation is temperance."
Meanwhile, merchants now worried
by slack business, were becoming alarmed
at the prospect of the Government trying to
stimulate the public's demand for whiskey and
competing for the dollar of the wage earner.
28
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The reason for the Board's existence, through
the Moderation Act had been lost in less than
three months.
A rush of thirsty buyers was expected
when government liquor stores opened
for business on June 15, 1921, so consumer
permits to purchase liquor went on sale a week
earlier. The long awaited day arrived and 23
government liquor stores opened but the rush
of buyers failed to materialize. While the liquor
store Vendor's price of beer was set at $20 a
barrel and $2 a dozen and whiskey at $4 to $5
a quart, liquor firms continued to fill orders
illegally and to deliver directly to customers'
homes at 50 to 75 cents less than government
prices and with no $5 permit to buy.
The new Moderation Act clearly stated
that only the Government, through its Liquor
Control Board, could import, ship or sell any
liquor in British Columbia. In addition to
eliminating retail liquor firms, hotels and clubs
were seriously affected. A big row developed in
the returned soldiers' clubs over the shutdown
of beer sales, but most clubs and bars remained
open saying they would only sell 'soft drinks'.
Legitimate clubs with dining rooms planned to
install lockers for their members and within a
month 46 BC bars and hotels were incorporated
as clubs.
The June 1st, 1921 issue of the Vancouver
Sun headlined a story "Moderation Act Rich
Man's Law?".
That is What Working Man Who Wants
Glass of Beer is Wondering - Outlay
of Two or Three Dollars Per Case Too
Much for Ordinary Man. Part of the
story read "Then you'n me won't 'ave
no beer unless we goes an' buys an 'ole
case an' tykes it 'ome" sadly deliberated
the other. "When a cove's been workin
all day an' 'e's all sweaty, like you an'
me now, it ain't no good 'avin to go
'way over to some liquor store 'an line
up waitin' our turn for a case. By the
time a blighter carries it 'ome, 'e's otter
an' madder that ever, an' like as not 'e
drinks the 'ole bloomin' shot.
While thousands of citizens who are in
the habit of dropping in for a glass of beer once
in a while were wondering how they would
get along with this privilege cut off; several

hundred bartenders and a lesser number of
proprietors of near-beer establishments were
in a serious predicament as to the situation of
their investments.
The defiance shown by some liquor
firms and establishments which continued to
sell beer, as well as the proliferation of 'clubs'
selling 'soft drinks and near beers', prompted
the L.C.B. to set up a department of inspectors
to police all the establishments in BC and to
ensure that no illegal liquor sales were taking
place.
To emphasize the L.C.B.'s determination
for the complete control of liquor under The
Moderation Act, an edict was issued that "all
people in British Columbia who have whiskey
or other liquor not bought from the government
must send details into the Liquor Board by July
15, 1921." Once reported, labels will be issued
to affix to the bottles.
Because of this tight control, whiskeyrunning from the U.S. became prevalent and
the Fernie paper reported the diligence of the
police.
Provincial constables Brown and
Duncan and Detective Sergeant
Pass of the R.C.M.P. had an exciting
night Friday, July 15th while on
patrol duty for whisky runners
across the International boundary.
Near Tobacco Plains Indian Village

Reservation, Buck-Tooth McCarthy
and his companion, both from Eureka,
Montana, were apprehended with 10
cases of liquor in their auto.

L.C.B. label
attached to bottle.

The Vancouver Sun ran an article on May
12, 1922, BC Liquor Action Heard in Supreme
Court, Ottawa, May 11:
Argument was heard in the supreme
court of Canada, today in British
Columbia's appeal from an exchequer
court judgment
dismissing that
province's action which was brought
against the federal government to
impose customs duties on liquor
importations into the province for resale under the Government Liquor
Act. The British Columbia government
contends that, under the British North
America Act, any province should be
at liberty to procure spirits, etc., for
the purpose of sale without payment of
customs duties. Section 124 provides
that "no lands or property belonging to
Canada or any province shall be liable
for taxation," and it is contended by
the British Columbia government "that
taxation" comprises customs duties
and that property covers removable
property.
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1921 wagon train
liquor shipment
from Grande Praire
to Pouce Coupe

30

The early days of the Liquor Control
Board saw many legal challenges between the
Dominion government and local businessmen.
By March 31,1922, many of the problems
had been resolved. Liquor store vendors, while
all political appointments, were respected by
the communities. They were well paid, $175
a month with one week's holiday after a year,
and provided both a service and revenue
to the city A proportionate share of liquor
profits was returned to incorporated cities and
towns during the first few years of the Board's
operation with initial payments that equaled
about a $1.50 per head each six months.
After 9 month's of operation, the March
31,1922 year end report showed 51 liquor stores
in operation in BC including the communities
of Anyox, Michel, Pouce Coupe and Telegraph
Creek. Although much criticism had been
aired about The Moderation Act and the L.C.B.,
many communities that had previously had no
service now had a liquor store.
Government liquor warehouses were
established in Vancouver and Victoria to
service the majority of stores located on the
rail lines. At times, great effort was required
to ship stock to some of the remote stores, for
example, to supply the Atlin store, liquor was
shipped by freighter to Skagway, Alaska then
transported to Carcross, Yukon and by boat
across Atlin Lake. The store was closed in
December 1923 as U.S. regulations prohibited
shipment of liquor across American Territory;
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prohibition existed in the U.S. from 1920 to
1933. After almost two years of negotiating,
the store reopened October 1st, 1925 as liquor
was shipped under the terms of a new CanadaUS Treaty wherein the liquor was shipped
"in Bond" with R.C.M.P escort from Skagway
Alaska to Carcross Yukon. A letter from:
Royal Canadian Mounted Police
Ottawa - 22nd October 1926 Liquor
Control Board Victoria, BC
I have the honour to enclose herewith,
an account of expenses incurred by this
Force on behalf of your Department,
during the month of June, 1926, in
connection with Escort supplied for BC
Liquor Shipment, through Alaska, for
Atlin B.C., amounting to $16.80.
May I ask you to be good enough to
cause the above amount to be refunded
to the Mounted Police Appropriation.
I have the honour to be, Sir, Your
obedient servant "A. A. McLean"
Financial Comptroller.

Peace River
The early settlement of the Peace River
area began in the fertile valley straddling the
Peace River and its tributaries; the supply
point was the village of Pouce Coupe. The
LCB opened the Pouce Coupe liquor store
in September 1921, making it one of the first
outlets in the province, and after a year's
operation, sales totaled $30,770.
In 1921 liquor shipments traveled by
wagon train from Grande Prairie to Pouce

Coupe. By 1930, volume increased to $67,336
and the store was moved to new, larger
premises where it operated until the midfifties. In the meantime, as a result of World
War II and the building of the Alaska Highway,
the towns of Fort St. John and Dawson Creek
showed unprecedented growth, and due to
declining sales in Pouce Coupe, the store was
permanently closed and moved to Dawson
Creek in November 1955.

Original Pouce
Coupe liquor store,
1921.
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Customers could
not touch the
product at the
"counter stores".
They would ask the
clerk for specific
products that were
taken from the
shelf and written
on a sales slip. The
customer would
take the sales slip
to the cashier and
then return to the
clerk to pick up his
purchase.

Counter Stores
The early stores reflected the Liquor
Control Board's endeavors to ensure maximum
financial returns with little or no opportunity
for theft of product or monies. The "counter
stores" ensured the customer could not access
or touch the product and would ask the clerk
or vendor for specific products that were taken
from the shelf and written on a sales slip. When
the selections were completed, the customer
took the sales slip to the cashier where he paid
32
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the bill and returned to the clerk with his receipt
to pick up his purchase. As the purchaser also
had a permit issued in his name, there were
records available as to how many bottles he
was purchasing as well as the types of alcohol
he was consuming.
Due to the ongoing perception of the
evils of alcohol, the churches and some citizens
of the community wanted to ensure that young
people were not exposed to the evils of alcohol
or be made aware of what was sold in a liquor
store. The liquor stores, from their inception in
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1921 until the 1950's were designed with glass
blocks, curtains and other treatments to ensure
children could not look through the windows
into the store and see the bottles of alcohol.
Prohibitionists were firm in their stand
against the sale of intoxicants in British
Columbia while the hotel men wanted the
beer ban lifted. While there was considerable
sentiment in favor of the principle of
moderation, few were satisfied with the present
Act. In an endeavor to put the issues before the
public, both moderationists and prohibitionists
were asked to explain their stand at a public
meeting on September 30, 1922. The Vancouver
Sun published a Ballot on Liquor Act in their
paper on October 1, 1922 giving every one
of their 43,000 subscribers an opportunity to
express their opinion.

Ballot on Liquor

Act

B a l l o t Mil.-I.,-,

The Vancouver Sun,
137 Pender Street West,
Vancouver, B. C

.
'• .

('••'"'• '
".', ^ ,
' J.

My stand on, the B. C. liquor, question is-indicated by the
vote below:
.;••••

-11 I favor total prohibition. •:.
.. . 2 . I favor an amendment to the present act
.'-"' to permit the sale of beer and light Wines
• in hotels and restaurants.

Early liquor stores
from 1921 until
the 1950's were
designed with glass
blocks, curtains and
other treatments
to ensure children
could not look
through the
windows into the
store and see the
bottles of alcohol.

3.-* I favor continuance or the.present act..

(Every one of the 43.000 subscribers to The Vancouver .Sun'fs'asked
to clip out this ballot, mark It, and mail it to the-above/address).
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First Annual Report
The first Annual Report for the Liquor
Control Board detailed their Permits showing:
Individual Liquor
Permits (Resident)

$5.00 issued 18,903

Individual Malt
Liquor Permits
(Resident)

$2.00 issued 6,137

Individual Liquor
Permit (Nonresident)

$5.00 issued 2,110

Single purchase

$.50

Druggists,
physicians,
dentists,
veterinarians

$5.00 issued 492

Ministers of the
Gospel

$1.00 issued 161

Special

$1 &
$5

Mechanical,
Manufactuers,
Scientific

$5.00 issued 12

issued 422,213

issued 482

Sale of liquor
No liquor of any description may be opened
or consumed on the store premises
No permit may be issued to any Indian
No liquor may be sold to any person
apparently under the influence of liquor or
to any interdict
Esquimalt store

34
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[In the First Annual Report 24 interdiction
orders were made by the Justices of the Peace
and police. In all cases the store vendors were
notified both of the interdiction notices and the
cancellation and suspension of permits. The
Second Annual Report reported 98 persons on
the list].

L.C.B. firmly Established
At the end of the second year of operation,
the Liquor Control Board was operating 64
liquor stores throughout the province On
February 1st, 1924 Club Licenses were issued
to 58 Veteran's clubs, Elks, local town business
clubs, golf clubs, etc. enabling the public to have
a glass of beer on the way home from work,
business lunch or after a round of golf. In 1923
loganberry growers in the Saanich peninsula
approached the government to utilize a portion
of their crop for the manufacture of wine.
Arrangements were made for the purchase of
5,000 gallons of loganberry wine from the 1923
crop to be sold by the Liquor Control Board.
Delivery was guaranteed by the Growers' Wine
Company Limited; an association formed by
the berry-growers for this purpose.
After two years in operation, the Liquor
Control Board addressed the needs and concerns
of its customers and the public and assumed
a business approach while maintaining its
control over the import, distribution and sale
of alcohol in British Columbia.*

Vignettes of Powell River
by Ronald Greene

Powell River was founded 100 years ago and will host the
2011 BCHF annual conference. Read on for some of Powell
River's beginnings.
Powell Lake and River

P

owell Lake and Powell River, the
river, were named in 1881 after
an outstanding early pioneer of
British Columbia, Dr. Israel Wood
Powell.1 Dr. Powell arrived in Victoria in 1862
after graduating in medicine from McGill
University. Soon after his arrival Powell was
elected to the Legislative Assembly
where he was instrumental in the fight
for Confederation and in the setting up
of the public school system in British
Columbia. He was also active in the first
militia unit in the Colony, the Victoria
Volunteer Rifles, and was the first
president of the B.C. Medical Council.
In 1871 he became the first Grand Master
of the Masonic Grand Lodge of British
Columbia, an event honoured by a very
handsome medal struck on the 50th
anniversary of the Grand Lodge in 1921.

Ronald is currently
the president of
the BC Historical
Federation.

From 1871 he was the superintendent of
Indian Affairs in the province. In the spring
of 1881, Dr. Powell was sailing along the coast
on HMS Rocket when a large lake and short
river were spotted on the shoreline. Captain
Orelebar, ship's captain, named them Powell
Lake and Powell River in Dr. Powell's honour.
Dr. Powell died in Victoria on February 25,
1915, aged 78 years.

Powell Lake
(Central), Goat
Island and Narrows
east) looking north
west from the
"Hump" showing
Goat River (lower)
outlet, Goat Island
Narrows and
Ogburn Homestead
circa 1915
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Top: Powell River
Paper Co. Ltd.
plant with the
dock, log booms
and the town in the
bakcground. Circa
1914.
Below: Power River
Paper Co. sawmill
in the 1920s.

Powell River Paper Company

P

owell River is a city situated on the
Sunshine Coast about 120 kilometres
northwest of Vancouver. The history
of the city is the history of the Powell
River Paper Company and its successors. In
1901, in an effort to hasten the development
of a pulp and paper industry, the government
of British Columbia amended the Land Act2
providing for "Pulp Leases" which granted
21 year timber and pulp licences on generous

terms. One of the provisions was that the lessee
had to build and operate, for at least six months
a year, a plant capable of daily production of
one ton of pulp or one4ialf ton of paper per
square mile of lease. By the time the legislation
was repealed in 1903 four leases had been
granted. 3 Through some oversight two separate
companies received grants in the Powell River
area, one for the timber rights and the other
for the power rights. However, eventually
these two firms amalgamated and offered
their properties for sale. The Powell River
Leases were the largest of the original leases
issued, totalling 54,450 hectares (134,551 acres).
In 1908 a large American lumber company,
the Brooks-Scanlon Lumber Company was
logging 11 mi. (18 km) south of Powell River at
Stillwater.4 The principals of their firm; Dr. D.F.
Brooks, A.S. Brooks and M.J. Scanlon, saw the
potential of the Powell River site and entered
into negotiations with the company holding
the leases. These negotiations were successful
and in October 1909 the Powell River Paper
Company was incorporated with $1,000,000
in capital. Construction started almost
immediately and after considerable difficulty,
technical and financial, the first paper was
produced in April 1912.
The Powell River Company, Ltd. grew to
be one of the largest of its kind in the world.
In December 1959 it merged with MacMillan
& Bloedel to form the giant forest products
firm known as MacMillan, Bloedel & Powell
River Ltd. A number of name and ownership
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Endnotes
1. B.A. McKelvie,
Lieutenant-Colonel Israel
Wood Powell, BCHQ,
Vol 11, (1947), p. 33.
2. British Columbia
Statutes 1901, p. 137, An
Act to amend the 'Land
Act'.
3. R.E. Gosnell, The Year
Book of British Columbia,
Coronation Edition,
Published by authority,
Legislative Assembly,
Victoria, 1911, p. 251.
4. Herbert Carmichael,
Pioneer Days in Pulp
& Paper, BCHQ, Vol 9,
(1945), p. 204.

changes have occurred since; Catalyst Paper
Corporation has been the current name since
2005.5

Powell River Hotel

A

ndrew McKinney was a distant
relative of the Brooks family and
had on their behalf purchased
a number of timber sites for
their operations. In 1910, with the financial
backing of Brooks, McKinney built the Powell
River Hotel, the townsite's first hotel, and
opened in the spring of 1911.
McKinney had
two
sons, George and Carl.
The families lived in
two tar paper shacks
just behind the hotel,
George with his wife
and four children in
the left hand one and
Carl with his wife and
two children on the
right hand shack. Some
of the children were among
the first school students in
Powell River and "Grandpa" McKinney was on
the first school board. Carl, left Powell River in
the latter half of 1913 and moved south. Little
is known about the A. McKinney & Son tokens
or why they were introduced. As the token
says "& Son" it is plausible that they were

introduced after Carl's departure, probably
between 1914 and 1917.6
McKinney sold the hotel to J.R. "Rod"
Mclntyre in October 1917 during prohibition.
Mrs. Mclntyre's name was May, hence the
name of the hotel became the Rodmay, the
name it stills carries today, as the Rodmay
Heritage Hotel. McKinney's original structure
of 31 rooms has been more than doubled in the
intervening years but the central portion can
still be recognized but, of course, the old shacks
are gone. After McKinney sold out he and his
son, George, moved first to Saskatchewan, and
later to Claresholm, Alberta. In partnership
they successively owned a hardware store, a
grocery store, and a farm. Andrew died at
: \ Claresholm and George at Calgary*

5. MacMillan, Bloedel
& Power River Ltd.,
became MacMillan
Bloedel Ltd. in 1966.
MacMillan, Bloedel
Ltd spun off its paper
business as Pacifica
Paper in 1998, then
MacBlo was purchased
by Weyerhaeuser,
of Federal Way,
Washington. Norske
Skog Canada later
purchased Pacifica Paper,
and after one name
change became Catalyst
Paper Corp.
6. When I contacted
Carl in 1965 he did not
recall any tokens and
unfortunately was the
sole surviving member
of the generation that
operated the hotel with
Andrew McKinney.
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Archives & Archivists
by Lara Wilson; edited by Sylvia Stopforth
Sylvia is the
Librarian and
Archivist at Norma
Marian Alloway
Library at Trinity
Western University.
Lara is the
university archivist
at the University of
Victoria and holds
an AAAS from the
University of British
Columbia and an
MA (History in Art)
from the University
of Victoria. The
topic of her MA
thesis was the
photograph album
of Nellie McClung,
which is in the
collections of BC
Archives. Lara
has served on the
executives of the
Archives Association
of BC and Canadian
Council of Archives.

Lara Wilson, University of Victoria Archivist, discusses new
facility and private records holdings that celebrate British
Columbia's history

T

he William C. Mearns Centre for
Learning at the McPherson Library
is the new home of University of
Victoria (UVic) Archives. William C.
Mearns was an alumnus of UVic's predecessor
institution, Victoria College. Mr. Mearns held
executive positions at BC Hydro and the
chairmanship of the BC Harbours Board during
its development of Roberts Bank. Mr. Mearns'
vision advanced post-secondary education
in Victoria - he played a key role in assisting
Victoria College acquire property in Gordon
Head for the University of Victoria campus. A
$5 million gift from the Mearns family in 2005
funded the development of the William C.
Mearns Centre for Learning, which opened in
May 2008.

Nicholas was also interned in a prisoner-of-war
camp in Germany. Peggy moved to Victoria
following her release and was reunited with
Nicholas. They were married in Victoria in 1946
and immediately began planning their modern
home and garden. Their archives includes
correspondence, diaries, photographs and
watercolours relating to the interwar period,
World War II, and the design and creation
of the Abkhazis' internationally renowned
rhododendron garden on Fairfield Road in
Victoria, now owned by The Land Conservancy
of BC (TLC).

It is fitting that the Mearns family helped
fund the modernization of UVic Archives and
Special Collections, since
UVic Archives' extensive
^•^•••i
holdings of private records
document the lives and
activities
of
individuals
and organizations who have
contributed to the development
of British Columbia, including:

Founded
in
1884,
the
Chinese
Consolidated Benevolent Association (CCBA)

Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association

*TT ^ /ft # .

Peggy and Nicholas
Abkhazi
Prisoners of War
Designers
Notice calling
for Chinese
representatives
to meet with
parliamentary
members in order
to find a solution to
the "Case of White
Maid" 1923 (CCBA
fonds)
38

Garden

Marjorie ("Peggy") Mabel
Jane Carter (later PembertonCarter) was born in Shanghai,
China; Nicholas Abkhazi was
born in Georgia, a member of
the nobility who lived in exile
following the Russian revolution.
Peggy and Nicholas first met
in Paris in the 1920s. Peggy
was interned by the Japanese
in Shanghai from 1943-1945.
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was a crucial force in Victoria's
immigrant
history.
The
oldest
Association of its kind in North
America, the CCBA was an active
participant in Canadian life, struggling
to build an inclusive society and to
gain individual and group rights for
people of Chinese origin. The majority
of Canada's Chinese population was
based in Victoria, which became the
centre of the immigrants' struggle
for human rights. Key records dating
from 1884 to 1932 (available on-line
at
http://www.library.uvic.ca/site/
lib/dig/Chinese-Canadian, html)
document a difficult time for Chinese
immigrants, when the completion of
the Trans-Canada Railroad in 1885
threw thousands out of work. At the
same time, the Canadian government
instituted the "Head Tax," and antiChinese riots broke out in several
Canadian cities. The CCBA archives
includes demographic information,
correspondence,
and
founding
documents.

Frederick McGregor

Jack Wise
Artist, calligrapher, poet, and
teacher
Wise, along with Lin ChienShih, Emily Carr, and Mark Tobey, is
identified with the Pacific Northwest
School of Abstract Calligraphic
Painting, which combined American
abstract expressionism with Asian
calligraphic tradition and Buddhist
philosophy. Beginning in the early
1970s, he studied calligraphy with
Chinese artist Lin Chien-Shih and
was lifelong friends with artist Tony
Onley Wise is linked to the West
Coast Surrealists, who included Gary
Lee-Nova, Gregg Simpson and Ed
Varney Wise's archives reflect his
artistic inspirations, philosophical

development,
research
interests,
interactions with fellow artists and
patrons, and relationships with
galleries, art dealers, schools, and arts
organizations.
UVic
Archives
welcomes
research enquiries from near and far.
Our holdings information is available
at www.library.uvic.ca/site/archives/
default.html, as well as through the
on-line listing of archival holdings
from across the province, www.
MemoryBC.ca. •

Mearns Centre Galleria:
William C. Mearns
Centre for Learning at
the McPherson Library
(UVic Archives)

>

British Columbian Aviation
Pioneer
Frederick Maurice McGregor
was a stunt pilot, a bush pilot, and
a flight instructor who took flying
lessons in 1928 with the Aero Club
of BC at Lulu Island (Richmond,
BC) and at Lansdowne Field in
Saanich, (Victoria BC. He was a
pilot with B.C. Airways, Wells Air
Transport, and Canadian Airways,
and was one of two first pilots
to join Trans-Canada Airlines,
(later Air Canada). McGregor was
captain of the first Trans-Canada
night mail flight March 1, 1937.
His archives includes resumes,
recommendations,
certificates,
pilot's licenses, correspondence,
interviews, memoirs, articles, reports,
operational documents (TCA), pilot's
logs, and photographs.
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From the Book Review Editor's Desk
by K. Jane Watt

W

e have been making the
transition between book
review editors and it has
been wonderful to see so
many books crossing my desk.
A favourite of mine for the past
year has been John Sutton Lutz's
Makuk: A New History of AboriginalWhite Relations (Vancouver: UBC
Press, 2008), an eloquent and
indespensible
restaging
of BC
history through an explication of the
meanings and possibilities of cultural
trade over time.
Another book, published by the
University of Alberta Press in 2009,
models possibilities for detailed
cultural research and the gathering
of a significant oral record and does it
all in a book that is itself a beautiful
thing: People of the Lakes: Stories
of Our Van Tat Gwich'in Elders/
Googwandak Nakhwach 'anjoo Van
Tat Gwich'in.
A recent find - and a testament
to the hard work and vision of a
small historical society — is Fishes
and Wishes and Fruit: 1915 Diary
of H. Colin Haddon, published by
the Gray Creek Historical Society
in the Kootenay Lake area in 2005.
It is elegant and simple in design
and carries within the "toils and
triumphs" of a young fruit rancher in
the era of WWI.
40

A rare visual treat coupled with
careful scholarship and more than
200 interviews is Richard Somerset
Mackie's new book, Mountain Timber:
The Comox Logging Company in the
Vancouver Island Mountains. (Winlaw:
Sono Nis, 2009).
Two photography books have
arrived: Portraits of an Era: The
Aerial Photography of Howdy McPhail
by Bill Waiser (Markham: Fifth House,
2010) showcases work done by one of
Canada's leading aerial photographers
in the 1950s and early 1960s. The
Cowichan:
Duncan, Chemainus,
Ladysmith and Region celebrates the
food culture of the region through
the words of Georgina Montgomery
and the lavish photographs of Kevin
Oke. (Madeira Park: Harbour, 2009).
Other new and noteworthy
books that have arrived include Mark
Thorburn's British Columbia Place
Names (Edmonton: Dragon Hill,
2010), a desktop companion that
promises to give "the history, facts,
and colourful stories of thousands
of places", and a pair of historical
novels set in historic British Columbia,
Gina McMurchy-Barber's Free as a
Bird, set in Woodlands School in
New Westminster (Toronto: Dundurn,
2010) and Sylvia Olsen's Counting
on Hope set on Wallace Island west
of Galiano in the mid-nineteenth
century (Winlaw: Sono Nis, 2009).
Jacob's Prayer: Loss and
Resilience at Alkali Lake by Lome
Dufour (Winlaw: Caitlin, 2009) is
described as "a shatteringly beautiful
evocation of a hard place." Marie
Elliot's Fort St. James and New
Caledonia: Where British Columbia
Began (Madiera Park: Harbour, 2009)
revisits the history of this area and
draws on new archival research to
glimpse the day-to-day lives of early
fur traders and their families.
Railroads figure prominently
in new books gathering on my desk.
Jane Stevenson's The Railroader's
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Wife: Letters from the Grand Trunk
Pacific Railway details the letters
of Bernice Medbury Martin, a new
wife who lived between 1912 and
1914 "in a tent at Kitselas, a hotel
in Hazelton, a shack in the Bulkley
Valley and a hand-hewn log cabin at
Decker Lake" during the completion
of the railway. Sandford Fleming well
known for his work with the CPR and
his invention of Standard Time, but
perhaps less knows as the designer
of Canada's first adhesive postage
stamp is represented through the
publication of his early diaries — Sir
Sandford Fleming: His Early Diaries,
1845-1853, edited by Jean Murray
Cole. (Toronto: Dundurn, 2009). And
Dundurn has also produced William C.
Van Home: Railway Titan in its Quest
Biography series. Written by Valerie
Knowles, it appeared this spring.
And finally, two memoirs of
doctors have sprung forth: Tom
Godwin's A Doctor's Notes: Taken
From Both Sides of the Bedsheets
(Surrey: Hancock House, 2009) is
described as "a treat to read" as
it chronicles Godwin's career as a
cardiologist at the Royal Columbian
Hospital in New Westminster. Sterling
Haynes's Wake-Up Call: Tales From
a Frontier Doctor captures the
"humorous and sometimes bizarre
tales" of his life as a doctor in the
Cariboo, the Thompson/Okanagan,
and in Alabama.
K. Jane Watt, Book Review Editor

Book Reviews

Active Geographies: Women
6t Struggles on the Left Coast
Jo-Anne
| Lee and
Rita
\Wong,
eds. 160
\pages.
$12.00.
A theme issue
of West Coast Line 58
(Summer 2008), this anthology
is available through West Coast
Line, 6079 Academic Quadrangle,
8888 University Drive, Simon Fraser
University, Burnaby, BC, V5A 1S6.
Inspired by the "Walk with
Women Warriors Workshop" and a
conference, "Imagining Asian and
Native Women: Deconstructing from
Contact to Modern Times,"Jo-Anne
Lee and Rita Wong set out "to connect
activists across generations and
communities" (page 5). The subtitle
of this anthology of historical and
personal essays, short stories, poems,
a play, and artistic photographs
succinctly
captures
its
theme
- "Women & Struggles on the Left
Coast." The volume tells of women
activists, particularly those working
in marginalized - especially, but not
exclusively, Asian and First Nations
- communities in British Columbia.
As the subtitle suggests, many
contributions have a political stance.
The editors explain that "in contrast
to the two founding nations myth,
the women ... tell stories of resistance,
learning from elders, and the value,
joys, and tactics of survival in the face
of domination"(page 8). Several pieces
are critical of Canada's immigration
policy particularly as it relates to
refugee claimants; other contributions
illustrate or examine aspects of the
artistic creativity of the activists.
Several essays are of special
interest to readers of British Columbia

Books for review and book reviews should be sent to:
K. Jane Watt, Book Review Editor, British Columbia History
Box 1053, Fort Langley BC V1M 2S4

History. For participants in the BCHF's
2009 conference in Nelson, Kirsten
Emiko McAllister's illustrated essay
in poetry and prose on her visits to
the Nikkei Centre at New Denver will
recall their field trip.
Although a number of essays
set the problems of the marginalized
in a global context, this review
focuses on the Vancouver stories
- especially those dealing with the
Strathcona
neighbourhood,
the
Downtown Eastside, and nearby
areas. Chronologically, Lee Maracle's
reflection on the history of Snauq
(False Creek) shows how the area has
changed over the centuries. It lay in
Musqueam territory but was occupied
year round by the Squamish, of whom
the best known is Chief Khahtsahlano.
Settlers, however, transformed what
had been a "supermarket" of food
resources for the Squamish into "a
garbage dump"(page 121) and then
into what is now the Granville Island
market area. From the first days of
non-aboriginal settlement, Strathcona
was a microcosm of the world as
demonstrated by Midge Ayukawa's
recollections of Strathcona School
before her family, along with all other
Japanese Canadians, was forced to
leave in 1942. Mary Chan, a native of
Vancouver who spent her childhood
and young adulthood in China, settled
in Strathcona in 1951 where Chinese,
Italians, Germans, and Russians
"all got along" (page 42). With the
help of Bessie Lee, she initiated the
grassroots protest movement that
evolved into the Strathcona Property
Owners and Tenants Association that
convinced governments to halt the
"urban renewal" plan that would
have obliterated their neighbourhood
and replaced it with rehabilitation
or what Darlene Marzari describes
as "community conservation" (page
50). The activism so impressed
Margaret Mitchell that it influenced
her decision to run for Parliament.

Before the renewal plan was stopped
some families had to leave. Cindy
Chan Piper, however, retained such
an attachment for the community and
Strathcona School that she moved
back and joined the successful fight to
move drug dealing and prostitution
out of the area.
Some essays and poems deal
with other diverse neighbourhoods
of East Vancouver as newcomer
artists came to appreciate its stories,
traditions, and vibrancy. Jaimie
Robson wrote of Hastings-Sunrise, "In
Vancouver, my birthplace, connections
to history are rather ephemeral. While
this mass of land is host to layers of
history as long and complex as any
other, these histories are not visibly
apparent in the architecture, nor in
the way our cities have been planned"
and "as 'global' communities emerge,
our attention is diverted from what is
going on locally" (page 71).
As histories or as records of
the contemporary scene, the varied
contributions to this collection offer
glimpses into a vigorous community
of women artists and activists who
have helped to shape Vancouver or
who are continuing to influence its
culture and society.
Patricia Roy is Professor Emeritus
of the University of Victoria and
a former President of the British
Columbia Historical Federation.
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The Writing of British
Columbia History, 1784-1958
Chad Reimer.
Vancouver: UBC
[Press, 2009. 206
pages $85.00
[hardcover.
Over
30
i years ago in The
'Writing
of
Canadian
History,
Carl Berger observed that
"written history is a self-conscious
effort to establish the meaning of
experience for the present and is
subtly and unpredictably coloured by
the milieu in which the historian
lives." Even though the effort to
depict historical writing in its
intellectual setting runs the risk of
leaving, Berger says, "an impression
of relativism," the historiographer
must have "faith in the ability of the
historical imagination to penetrate a
segment of the thought of the past
and to understand it, however
tentatively and incompletely, on its
own terms."
In the most extensive effort
so far to characterize the writing
of British Columbia history, Chad
Reimer ably and readably brings to
life the writers and their writings
from the days of exploration to the
centennial year of 1958. He puts the
writers in the context of their time,
assesses the meaning they found
in the region's past, and, inevitably,
reflects on their achievement in the
light of more recent interpretation of
the province's past. Reimer's work,
which he began as his doctoral thesis
with Ramsay Cook at York University,
follows in the tradition of Berger.
Historiography of this kind
is standard fare of academic study
of history, but many scholars have
lately turned their attention to a
broader consideration of the social
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construction of collective memory.
Reimer has much to say in this vein,
for he asks and, to the extent that
his sources allow, answers questions
about how the present needs of the
time mould the writers' perspective
and inform their interpretation of
the often circumscribed past they
expose to the reader. Hardly a writer
is missed, but the most prominent
are
the
indefatigable
gatherer
of historical documentation and
chronicler of the Pacific Northwest,
Hubert Bancroft; the journalist, right
hand of premiers, and archivist R.E.
Gosnell; the librarian and archivist
E.O.S. Scholefield; the judge and
passionate advocate of the social
value of historical understanding
to the community, Frederic Howay;
the "charter member of the national
school of history . . . forged in Toronto
and Oxford" and UBC, historian
Walter Sage; the librarian, archivist,
and historian W. Kaye Lamb; and the
centennial historian and former head
of the Department of History at UBC
Margaret Ormsby.
All become characters in their
own right in the province's history
in Reimer's telling of his story. Of his
main characteters, with the possible
exception of Bancroft, who came
from California, all were in search
of a representation of the province's
past as one of shared origins, values,
and experiences. In short, all were
constructors of social memory for
their time. Reimer judges that they
collectively "failed to provide an
original, compelling vision of the
province's past," which, he concludes,
they saw as an isolated place apart
from, and yet part of, the British
Empire and Canada, in highly
materialistic terms as a pioneer society
on the make, and as a community
that excluded and barely wrote into
its history all but the dominant male
"Anglo group."
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Because reflections on the
writing of history like this one are
themselves ultimately contemporary
reflections on the past, they invite us
to think about who is constructing the
picture and why - perhaps to confront
uncomfortable truths about our past,
perhaps to wonder (no matter how
much we share Berger's faith that we
can know the past, what is true about
the past), perhaps to be wary of the
ideology beneath the surface of the
story we are told, in this case, even
that of the historiographer. "The need
to make sense of the past reasserts
itself," the late British philosopher
Bernard Williams says. "The need is
[always] there to make sense of one's
situation, and that requires an appeal
to the past. If it is not to the historical
past, then it will be to some kind of
myth about it."
Reimer makes the story of how
writers of our history have tried to
make sense of our situation interesting
and provocative, for in his telling it
raises questions about what is true
and what is manufacture or myth.
This well researched, thoughtful, and
balanced study should have a place
on the bookshelf of every avid reader
of British Columbia History.
Terry Eastwood is currently Interim
Director, School of Library, Archival
and Information Studies, UBC.

The Archive
of Place:
^Unearthing
the Pasts
of the
i Chilcotin
Plateau
William J. Turkel.
Vancouver: UBC Press, 2007. 322
pages. $32.95 paperback.

Skillfully blending geology,
archeology, environmental and social
history, William J. Turkel examines
three major events underlying the
growing political strength of First
Nations peoples in the central
interior of British Columbia: the
historical recognition of the Nuxalk/
Carrier Grease Trail used by explorer
Alexander
Mackenzie
in 1793,
the Prosperity gold-copper mine
development, and the CaribooChilcotin Justice Inquiry, known as
the Sarich Commission. Interested in
"the ways in which people interpret
material traces to reconstruct past
events" the author sets down the
evidence to prove that not enough
consideration and respect was given
to First Nations rights either in the
1860's while constructing the ill
fated wagon road across Tsihlqot'in
territory, or one hundred thirty years
later when the Prosperity mine was
proposed in their region, or when the
Quilt family illegally parked their car
on the public road that their ancestors
had so violently prevented. The First
Nations involved in the events were
the Nuxalk, Carrier, Tsihlqot'in and
Stl'atl'imx (Shuswap).
Turkel's approach evolved from
a simple environmental/historical
consideration of a lightly populated
region of the province, to an
examination of comparative stories,
past and present. In the Foreword
to the book Graeme Wynn, quoting
Proust, concludes, "The real voyage of
discovery consists not in seeking new
landscapes but in having new eyes."
There is very little to criticize
here. The book is an excellent
resource for the study of First
Nations movement towards self
government, providing a baseline
for whatever legal action will surely
follow in the next decades. However,
its precise focus prevented Turkel
from examining the relevant history
of other contemporary events. For

example, in 1863 four Stl'at'imx were
executed for killing prospectors in the
region. Following their confessions
and trial before Judge Matthew Baillie
Begbie, three of the Native men were
hung at Williams Lake, and the fourth
at New Westminster in 1865, shortly
after Ahan was executed there for
taking part in the Chilcotin uprising.
It was a time when the colonial
government coped with numerous
attacks on white newcomers. Other
Natives were hung at Victoria in 1863,
for plundering and killing travellers
in the southern Gulf Islands; to gain
their capture several Royal Navy
gunboats were employed.
In
the
last
decade
environmentalists
have
grown
increasingly concerned about leachate
from tailings disposal. There are
over 10,000 abandoned mines in
Canada, many of them with toxic
waste requiring cleanup, usually
paid for by taxpayers. Turkel spent
some time examining the importance
of Fish Lake to First Nations and
how the provincial government
and the Prosperity mine developers
responded to protests about draining
the lake and using it for tailings. Two
executives of the mine had previously
held financial interest in Mt. Milligan,
another copper-gold porphyry project,
250 miles farther north, between
Stuart Lake and McLeod Lake. Turkel
could have noted that the Nak'azdli
First Nations at Fort St. James are
concerned about the environmental
hazards of the Mt. Milligan site which
has a projected reserve of six million
ounces of gold.
But time marches on. The
Archive of Place was published just
before Judge David Vickers handed
down the B.C. Supreme Court's
decision in Victoria, November
21, 2007, on the historic land claim
case of Roger William v the Queen.
Vickers found that the Tsilhqot'in
people had proven Aboriginal title

to approximately 200,000 hectares of
land in the Nemiah Valley. The trial
had lasted 339 days and cost nearly
$30 million. Exhibit 156 of the 604
exhibits entered contained over 1,000
historical documents. In announcing
his decision Vickers quoted from
Turkel's PhD Thesis, "The Archives of
Place: Environment and the Contested
Past of a North American Plateau"
(MIT, 2004). In another development,
in October 2009, the federal review
panel consulted the Tsilhquot'in
National Government, and three
Stl'atl'imx bands, the Williams Lake
Band, the Esketemc First Nations,
and the Canoe Creek First Nations
regarding traditional use in the Fish
Lake area.
Today, the Chilcotin is no
longer quite as "untamed" as Turkel
experienced it. Highway 20, the main
route between Williams Lake and Bella
Coola, is now paved except for the Big
Hill down to the Bella Coola Valley,
which will likely remain a gravelled
surface to provide traction in winter.
The magnificent journey across the
Fraser River, through bunchgrass
prairies, skirting the Chilcotin River,
Tatla, Nimpo and Anahim lakes, and
descending that famous hill into the
glacier carved Bella Coola Valley is
one that every British Columbian
should take in order to reaffirm that
our province holds some of the most
unique landscape and history in the
world.
Marie Elliott reviews from Victoria.
Her most recent book, called Fort
St. James and New Caledonia:
Where British Columbia Began, was
published in 2009.
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The Power of Promises:
Rethinking Indian Treaties in
the Pacific Northwest
Alexandra Harmon,
ed. Foreword by
John Burrows.
[Seattle:
University of
[Washington
Press, 2008.
[384 pages.
{$28.95
paperback.
$65.00 hardcover.
There is a teasing interplay
between our words, whether they
are spoken or written, and the
spaces we inhabit - physical, social
and intellectual - that is ever in a
continual process of reappraisal and
reevaluation. New understandings, we
know, supplant older interpretations
of events, providing a subtext for
accommodations of uncomfortable
meanings with new social and political
realities. Nowhere is this dynamic
more relevant than in the context of
making treaty, and nowhere has treaty
making proved more problematic,
and potentially more fruitful, than in
the Pacific Northwest.
When Britain and the United
States narrowly avoid war in 1846
over the contested space that lay west
of the Rockies, the political destinies
of these rival colonial powers were
consolidated in the Pacific Northwest
in ways that would have, and continue
to have, immense and previously
unconsidered implications for the
peoples who inhabited these regions
prior to the arrival of European
settlers. So also for those who came
after. The Oregon Treaty of 1846 and
similar agreements delineated political
space on the west coast between
European sovereignties, but did not,
by itself, bring about the articulation
of
European
settler-Aboriginal
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relationships. That articulation took a
different course.
Contemporaneously
with
the determination of European
sovereignties, the colonial powers of
Britain and the United States made
provisional attempts to substantiate
their respective relationships with
the Aboriginal inhabits of the Pacific
Northwest through treaty. In Canada,
James Douglas, the first governor of
the colonies that would ultimately
become British Columbia, negotiated
14 small treaties with First Nations
on Vancouver Island between 1850
and 1854. Likewise, across what is
now an international border, Isaac
Stevens negotiated 10 treaties with
Aboriginal inhabitants living between
the Olympic Peninsula and the
Rocky Mountains between 1854 and
1856. Both treaty-making processes
consolidated the drift towards reserve
systems, and have had immense
implications for the proprietary
and self-governance rights of these
original inhabitants. Unlike the
Oregon Treaty, colonial treaty making
with Aboriginal inhabitants has
not resulted in respective political
determinations.
The Power of Promises: Rethinking
Indian Treaties in the Pacific Northwest,
a multidisciplinary compilation of
11 essays on the meaning of treaty
making on the coast, teases out
this curious interplay between our
words and the spaces we inhabit by
examining the legal, historical and
cultural contexts of these earlier
attempts at relationship building.
150 years after Isaac Stevens
concluded the Point Elliot treaty
at Mukilteo with Chief Seattle and
other Aboriginal dignitaries, the
authors of these meditations on treaty
making in the Pacific Northwest
convened to reflect on the meaning
of substantiating political and social
relationships and aspirations in words,
bringing together an accomplished
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array of disciplinary expertise, legal,
historical and cultural. And there
is a curious irony in this fact alone
- that the political settlement of
the Oregon treaty that resolved the
border dispute between the United
States and Britain itself bifurcated
the legal and academic realms that
would succeed it. Necessarily, this
series of essays on treaty making in
the Pacific Northwest is an important
contribution to the process of sewing
together, once again, the cultural
patchwork of the Pacific Northwest
that was split in 1846.
Prefaced with an introduction by
John Borrows, professor of Aboriginal
Justice and Governance at the
University of Victoria Faculty of Law,
The Power of Promises contextualizes
and breathes new understandings
into the processes, perspectives,
intentionalities and implications of
treaty making between the Aboriginal
inhabitants of the Pacific Northwest
and European settlers as they
negotiated their respective spaces.
Contributions include legal
and historical analysis by Alexandra
Harmon, Kent McNeil, Paige Raibmon,
Hamar Foster, Alan Grove, Douglas
C. Harris, Chris Friday, Andrew H.
Fisher, Russel Lawrence Barsh, Bruce
Rigsby Arthur J. Ray, Riva de Costa,
and Robert T. Anderson, all attendees
at the May 2004 Conference that
generated this work.
Particularly in light of the
contemporary
drive
in
British
Columbia to establish modern treaties
in the Pacific Northwest (Nisga'a
Final Agreement, 2000; Tsawwassen
Final Agreement, 2009; Maa nulth
First Nations Final Agreement, 2011),
The Power of Promises provides timely
contextual analysis for our efforts
towards new meanings and new
spaces.
Derek Christ practices Aboriginal
and environmental law in Vancouver.

Fields of Seams and Dreams:
Plowing in the Valley
David B. Reid.
Sardis: Self
Published, 2010.
$30 paperback.
Available from
i the author.
Master
L horse plowman
|Dave
Reid,
from
Sardis
BC has just published an
amazing book called Fields of Seams
and Dreams: Plowing in the Valley. In
my eyes, though, a good chunk of
the history in this book would not
have even existed if it hadn't been
for Dave. He put in endless hours
over the years organizing plowing
matches, rebuilding plows for others
and for public display, and coaching
and teaching others the art of plowing
with horses.
I first met Dave in the 1980s when
I was involved with the Vancouver
Island Draft Horse Club and with
events that we put on all over the
Island - including plowing matches.
In the end I don't think there was a
horse plowman on the Island that
didn't take part in a clinic, or private
lesson, put on by Dave. If anyone was
having trouble, Dave would give his
time to help - whether verbally, or in
his shop pounding out a new hand
forged plowshare or coulter.
Dave himself started plowing
in 1936 or 1937, at the age of eight or
nine, between the handles of his dad's
plow. At ten he was plowing on his
own, on their own farm. In 1939, at
eleven years old, he entered his first
plowing match. He plowed until 1944
when his dad sold the farm.
It was 43 years later, in 1987, that
Dave took to the handles of a walking
plow again - coincidently on the same
field that he had plowed on in 1944.

By the time 2003 rolled around, he
had plowed in 38 plowing matches
- amazingly, winning 37 of them.
Now having said that, it actually isn't
that amazing if you know Dave, or if
you'd seen him plow before: he is a
perfectionist and his plowing showed
it. Heck even his yard, his hay fields at
home, his equipment, and especially
the restored antique plows and farm
implements, all show perfection.
Now speaking of perfection, the
brass spotted harness that Dave used
on Queen and Mindy his Belgian
Percheron cross team, was completely
handmade by himself. It is all hand
sewn. Dave also handmade his
work harness. He credits Mindy and
Queen for enabling him to compete
so successfully as he used them for 17
years. Sadly, he had to put them both
down in December 2003, at the age of
22 and 23.
If you see a competition walking
plow being used today, chances are
that Dave rebuilt it. Over the years
he has rebuilt 42 of them - two thirds
completely, and one third rebuilding
the shares and coulters. In one
plowing match recently, there were
four or five walking plows entered.
All had been rebuilt by Dave. Two of
the three sulky plows were also his
work.
He did a lot of teaching, too,
helping plowmen from all over B.C. I
asked him if he had taught most of the
horse plowmen that were competing
today and his answer was, "I don't
say most." I wouldn't take any bets
on this answer though. He doesn't do
clinics any more as he prefers one-onone "coaching" he calls it.
He credits his dad for most of
what he learned way back when.
"Dad quit in 1950, saying 70 was too
old to plow. I proved that wrong as
I competed till I was 75", says Dave.
As for the history of plowing, in
1939 Dave said he and two brothers
plowed in three different categories at

one plowing match - all with horses.
He figures this was the only time that
has ever happened.
It took Dave 22 years to collect
all the information for Fields of Seams
and Dreams. It took five years to put
it all together - but I think he feels it
was worth it. As he says, "No one else
was going to do it." But the truth is, no
one else could do it. The information
about plowing matches beginning in
1873, pictures, posters, score sheets,
and decades of information on the
Chilliwack Plowing Society are truly
incredible.
Dave says the best thing about
all the plowing and matches over the
years is all the friends he has met and
still has today. His book is fresh off
the press.
Mark McMillan writes from Meadow
Springs Ranch near 70 Mile House,
www. MeadowSprings,ca

Gumption and Grit: Women
of the Cariboo Chilcotin
Sage Birchwater,
[ed. Halfmoon
Bay: Caitlin
Press, 2009. 196
pages. $24.95
paperback.
W i t h
Lits
sweeping
Igrasslands
ringed by the
towering peaks of the
Coast Range and the distant Rockies,
the Cariboo Chilcotin remains one
of the last frontiers, challenging
urban exiles to create good lives for
themselves through initiative and
hard work. With long cold winters,
hot, dry summers and huge distances
between settlements generated by
difficult topography, it soon weeded
out the fit from the unfit. Gumption
and Grit tells the stories of the fit.
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The book's genesis
came
from Jenny De Reis listening to the
stories of victims of violence against
women she had been trying to help. A
reporter suggested it might be helpful
to place what has been regarded as a
contemporary problem into a larger
historical context. Women who had
been longtime residents were invited
to tell or write their stories. What
emerges is a breaking down of sexual
barriers. In a sparsely populated
region where help lay beyond reach
of a telephone, women had to take
on tasks traditionally relegated to
men: tending livestock, building
fences, barns and houses and guiding
wilderness adventures. At the same
time they lost none of their capacity
for the so called feminine arts of
sewing, cooking, gardening and
caring for families.
Editor Sage Birchwater, who
wrote the remarkable stories of some
of the First Nations women, has
organized the contents into three
sections: "Early Days" (dating from
the late 1800s), "Coming Later," and
"Coping."
Distance plays a large role in
the stories of the first section because
habitations were farther apart than
they are now given an absence of roads
and technology, The Bonner family
is an example. When daughter Vera
arrived a month ahead of schedule,
her mother, Hattie (father Frank was
off haying at a distant ranch), was
forced to leave the two older children
(Irene, aged 3 Vi, and Hazel, aged 2 Vi)
alone while she set out on foot three
kilometres to her nearest neighbour.
This neighbour's husband then drove
twenty-five kilometres to fetch Hattie's
mother, a woman possessing the
requisite know-how for the situation.
A second instance involved Gerry
Bracewell, single handed operator of
a guide-outfitting business, with the
imminent arrival of her first son in the
dead of winter. There being no snow
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ploughs in those days, both she and
the doctor from Williams Lake had
to contend with snow drifts while
en route to Tatla Lake where both
would meet. Another woman, Marie
Fletcher, took up a hammer and
wrecking bar to reconstruct an old
roadhouse that would become home
to her and her family.
Other women, some gently
reared in places like England and
Germany, helped with haying, made
businesses out of selling produce they
had grown themselves, herded cattle,
and raised and sold earthworms to
fishing resorts.
Relations with First Nations
people were good. Helen Shuk recalls
her childhood playmates, children
from the Lulua family: "They didn't
speak much English and we didn't
speak any Tsilhquo'tin, but we found
ways to play just the same" (page 88).
I particularly enjoyed the
accounts of the First Nations women.
Lena Jack, a residential school
survivor, relates how she managed
to hang on to her native language
by speaking it quietly to friends. She
found it ironic that "while aboriginal
children were not allowed to speak
their native languages at the Mission,
the priests and nuns who hailed from
France often spoke French" (64).
Most amazing is the story of Chiwid,
who, to escape being severely abused
by her husband, took to living totally
outdoors, even when Chilcotin winters
would drive temperatures below
minus 50. When her little girl, Mary
Jane, was adopted by an Anahim Lake
family, she spurned the use of even a
tent. Some people looking for her on
one occasion noticed the "snow crack
in front of them. Chiwid pushed the
snow off her blanket and stood up"
(page 79). She managed to live like
this until her death at over 80 years of
age.
Chiwid was one of a number
of First Nations people whose fathers
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were itinerant white men, and who
ended up being "caught ... in a no
man's land between cultures" (page
99). All the same they survived owing
to strong family and community ties,
and going with the flow of the land.
More modern times, bringing
about the growth of cities like Williams
Lake, brought new
challenges.
Feminism had also raised women's
expectations of themselves. All this
is illustrated in the second part of the
book, "Coming Later." Marie Benoit
set up the first day care in Williams
Lake; Diana French took on the roles
of journalist, historian and educator;
Biddy Jones became a theatre director
and was active in the NDP; Jen King on
her husband's death took over and ran
his aviation business; Win Bennie, an
early naturalist and environmentalist,
helped set u p the Scout Island Nature
Reserve; and Kelly Slocombe became
an RCMP officer.
The last section, likely the
inspiration for Gumption and Grit, tells
stories of women who successfully
coped with debilitating illnesses,
abuse, addictions and personal loss,
using their experiences to help others.
The foreword to Gumption
and Grit mentions the lilacs which
grace many communities in BC's
interior after a long, hard winter.
These beautiful, tough flowers are an
apt metaphor for the women of the
Cariboo Chilcotin.
Mary Andrews is a member of the
Victoria Historical Society and was
formerly Librarian at the Whyte
Museum of the Canadian Rockies.

Miscellany
Announcements, research notes, and advocacy

Land title office moved
The Land Title and Survey
Authority (LTSA) of B.C. has moved
into a new climate-controlled vault
to store some of B.C.'s most precious
historic documents in the downtown
Victoria Atrium office building.
Early in 2010 Victoria area
historical societies raised questions
regarding the LTSA moving its Victoria
offices in a new building, particularly
conservation of records. Jacqueline
Gresko, BCHF rep on the Stakeholder
Advisory Committee to the LTSA took
these concerns to the committee and
Godfrey Archbold, CEO of the LTSA.
They arranged an April 15 meeting at
the LTO in Victoria. Representatives
from BCHF Council, Friends of BC
Archives, the Historical Map Society
and the Victoria Historical Society
heard speakers on the LTSA historic
records and plans for the new building.
Then the archivist and conservator gave
tours of their projects. At the discussion
session after the tours Brenda Smith,
the BCHF Education Chair, spoke on
BCHF hopes for future educational
opportunities on the Mainland, along
the lines of the 2008 New Westminster
conference workshop.
The Times Colonist on July 24,
2010, reported that "Moving to a new
location has been an LTSA priority for
a number of years and is supported by
a stakeholder's advisory committee,
the authority's website said. 'The buildout of the LTSA's space is consistent
with the specifications established
for provincial government office
buildings, and the development of
the vault reflects input from various
representative groups, including the
B.C. Historical Federation.'"
Read
more:
http://www.
timescolonist.com/Land+title+office
+house+historic+files+style/3317859/
story.html#ixzz0xMC27izp
On the web: www.ltsa.ca

Access to Canada's
Historical Records in
Jeopardy?
Genealogists, and family and
academic historians are very concerned
that access to Canada's historical
records not be curtailed in the future.
We urge all members of the British
Columbia Historical Federation to
join with us in educating, particularly
governments, about the importance of
continued access to these, and other,
historical records.
Thousands of people research
official historical Canadian census and
birth, marriage and death records —
without access to these, personal, local,
and national historical projects would
be the poorer. A five year campaign,
supported
by
genealogical
and
historical researchers and groups from
all across Canada and ending in 2005,
ensured public access to historical
Canadian census records after 92 years,
but now the Canadian government
proposes to eliminate the mandatory
long form' census, replacing it with
voluntary surveys, which are not
covered by the 92 year agreement.
And the British Columbia Vital
Statistics Department is apparently
proposing
changes
which
will
drastically affect public access to
historical birth, marriage and death
records. Currently, in BC, vital statistic
registration information is open to the
public after 120 years for births, 75 years
for marriages, and 20 years for deaths.
A Vital Events index is kept up to date
on-line at the BC Archives website and
microfilm copies of the relevant birth,
marriage and death documents have
been made available, year by year,
in early January. Many archives and
libraries around the province buy these
films and thus make this historical
information freely available to British
Columbians, usually at most for the
price of a photocopy.

This year, BC Vital Statistics
did not release the new index details
to the BC Archives until August. BC
Vital Statistics had been considering
extending the access period for
marriages, but this has been averted.
However, Vital Statistics has not
released this year's copies of the
marriage and death registrations
for 1934 and 1989 respectively. At
the moment, copies of individual
event registrations must be ordered
through BC Vital Statistics for a price
of $50.00 and a wait time of 20 business
days. This drastic change was made
without any public consultation.
The British Columbia Genealogical
Society has initiated discussion with
BC Vital Statistics and we will post
more information about access to our
province's historical Vital Statistics
documents on our website.
Please inform your members
about this, and contact the British
Columbia Genealogical Society for up
to date information about access to
historical records in British Columbia,
and Canada. Website: www.bcgs.ca Email: bcgs@bcgs.ca Telephone: 604 502
9119 (in Surrey, BC.)
M. Diane Rogers, President
British Columbia Genealogical Society

2010 Winners, W.Kaye
Lamb Essay Scholarships
1st or 2nd year essay
Chantal Morin, Langara College.
Her essay was titled: "Home in the
Midst of Industry: a Land-Use History
of the 500 Block of Alexander Street".
$750.00

3rd or 4th year essay
Jeremy Buddenhagen, University
of Victoria.
His essay was titled:
"Wi'an: The Kwakwaka'wakw Art of
War". $1000.
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Cabinets of Curiosities
Remembering Carrington

Val Patenaude, Director, Maple Ridge Museum & Archives, talks about a
piece of trench art with an interesting story.

O

ne type of artefact that is always interesting
is the one known as "trench art". Originally
named for altered military relics of World
War I, it has come to be applied to similar
works from any armed conflict where an item has been
altered from its original purpose to some entirely new
purpose, like a large shell casing converted into a vase.
Of these items, some stand out for the story they
tell. Andre Marc was a French national who fled his upper
class home and expectations of a law degree for the wilds
of British Columbia. In 1911, he established a homestead
in the northern part of Maple Ridge, the neighbourhood
of Yennadon, with a home for his family and a small mill.
However, at the outbreak of war in Europe, Andre moved
his wife and daughter to Victoria while he returned to
France and joined the French army.
Andre served as a major from 1914-18 as part of a
cavalry unit. His favourite horse was a fine steed named
"Carrington" and that horse saved his life. During a battle,
and our information on details are sketchy, a grenade was
thrown at Andre and Carrington which rolled under the
horse and exploded. Poor Carrington died but Andre was
entirely spared, the bulk of the horse having taken the
impact of the explosion. Afterwards, in memory of the horse
and as a souvenir of the incident, this piece of trench art was
constructed for Andre by the men of his troop.
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The hoof is one of Carrington's actual hooves and the
horse's serial number has been carved into the outside of it.
It may be that this was done routinely and pre-mortem as a
way to identify dead horses on the battlefield. The hoof has
been banded with brass and inserted in the top is a training
grenade of the type thrown at the pair. This item draws a lot
of attention at the Maple Ridge Museum, particularly from
boys of 12 to 15 who are always disappointed to discover
that the grenade will not blow up no matter what they do
to it. •

Every object has a story. Do you
have an object of curiosity in your
cabinet?
Send me 300 to 400 words together, with a highresolution image of the object, telling me the story
of the object. Email your story to: bcheditord?
bchistory.ca, or mail it to: Editor, British Columbia
History, 21-11870 232nd St., Maple Ridge BC V2X 6S9.

Awards and Scholarship Information
W. KAYE LAMB Essay Scholarships

Best Newsletter Award

Deadline: May 15

Deadline: March 1

The British Columbia Historical Federation
awards two scholarships annually for
essays written by students at BC colleges
or universities, on a topic relating to British
Columbia history. One scholarship ($750) is
for an essay written by a student in a first or
second year course; the other ($1000) is for
an essay written by a student in a third or
fourth year course.
To apply for the scholarship all candidates
must submit (1) a letter of application and
(2) a letter of recommendation from the
professor for whom the essay was written.
First and second year course essays should
be 1,500-3,000 words; third and fourth
year,l,500 to 5,000 words. By entering
the scholarship competition the student
gives the editor of BC History the right to
edit and publish the essay if it is deemed
appropriate for the magazine.

Newsletters published by member societies
are eligible to compete for an annual
prize of $250. They will be judged for
presentation and content that is interesting,
newsy and informative.
- Only member societies of the BC
Historical Federation are eligible
- Only one issue of a society's newsletter
will be evaluated
- Submit three printed copies of this best
issue from the previous calendar year
- BCHF reserves the right not to award a
prize in a given year should applications
not be of sufficient quality
Submit three printed copies of a single
newsletter issue to: Barry Gough, BCHF
Recognition Committee, P.O. Box 5037,
Victoria, BC V8R 6N3

Applications with 3 printed copies of the
essay should be submitted to: Marie Elliott,
Chair BC Historical Federation Scholarship
Committee, PO Box 5254, Station B,
Victoria, BC V8R 6N4

Anne 6t Philip Yandle Best Article
Award
Deadline: To be eligible, the article must have appeared
in the BCHF journal British Columbia History for that
year

A Certificate of merit and $250 will be
awarded annually to the author of the
article, published in BC History, that
best enhances knowledge of British
Columbia's history and provides reading
enjoyment. Judging will be based on subject
development, writing skill, freshness of
material, and appeal to a general readership
interested in all aspects of BC history.

BC History Web Site Prize
Deadline: December 31

The British Columbia Historical Federation
and David Mattison are jointly sponsoring a
yearly cash award of $250 to recognize Web
sites that contribute to the understanding
and appreciation of British Columbia's past.
The award honours individual initiative in
writing and presentation.
Nominations for the BC History Web Site
Prize must be made to the British Columbia
Historical Federation, Web Site Prize
Committee, prior to the 31st of December
each year. Web site creators and authors
may nominate their own sites. Prize rules
and the online nomination form can be
found on The British Columbia History
Web site: http://bchistory.ca/awards/
website/index.html

Certificate of Merit
Deadline: March 1

Group or individual who has made a
significant contribution to the study,
project, or promotion of British Columbia's
History.

Certificate of Recognition
Deadline: March 1

Given to individual members or groups
of members of BCHF Member Societies
who have given exceptional service to their
Organization or Community.

Certificate of Appreciation
Deadline: March 1

Individuals who have undertaken ongoing
positions, tasks, or projects for the
Federation.
Nominations

Any member of the Federation may
nominate candidates for Certificates of
Appreciation, Certificates of Merit or
Certificates of Recognition. Nominations,
supported by a letter explaining why
the nominee is deserving of a certificate,
should be submitted to the Chair of the
Recognition Committee by 1 March of each
year.

The Lieutenant-Governor's Medal
for Historical Writing
Deadline: December 31

Each year, the British Columbia Historical
Federation invites submissions for its
Annual Historical Writing Competition
to authors of British Columbia History;
and the winning author is awarded the
Lieutenant-Governor's Medal for Historical
Writing.
Eligibility

- To be eligible, a book must be about
BC history and be published within the
competition year

- Non-fiction books representing any
aspect of BC History are eligible.
- Reprints or revisions of books are not
eligible
- Books may be submitted by authors or
publishers
- Deadline for submission is December
31 of the year in which the book was
published
Submission Requirements

- For information about making
submissions contact LieutenantGovernor's Award for Writing
- Authors/Publishers are required to
submit three copies of their book
- Books are to be accompanied by a letter
containing the following:
1. Title of the book submitted
2. Author's name and contact information
3. Publisher's name and contact
information
4. Selling price
- Books entered become the property of the
BC Historical Federation
- By submitting books for this competition,
the authors agree that the BC Historical
Federation may use their name(s) in press
releases and in its publications
Judging Criteria

Judges are looking for quality presentations
and fresh material. Submissions will be
evaluated in the following areas:
- Scholarship: quality of research and
documentation, comprehensiveness,
objectivity and accuracy
- Presentation: organization, clarity,
illustrations and graphics
- Accessibility: readability and audience
appeal
Publicity

All winners will receive publicity and an
invitation to the Award's Banquet at the
Federation's annual conference in May
following the year of publication.
Lieutenant-Governor's Medal and Other Awards

The BC Lieutenant-Governor's Medal for
Historical Writing will be awarded together
with $600 to the author whose book
makes the most significant contribution
to the history of British Columbia. The
2nd and 3rd place winners will receive
$400 and $200 respectively. Certificates of
Honourable Mention may be awarded to
other books as recommended by the judges.

Johnson Inc. Scholarship
Deadline: September 15

Canadian residents completing high school
and who are beginning post-secondary
education. 100 scholarships of $1500 each
for Canada.
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.AN ACTUAL FRAGJ^ENT OF PEACE 31 VSR HISTORY!
THIS IS AN ORIGINAL, LOCALLY CRAFTED, 1 9 ^
PIKE SHINGLEiFROM TEE CHAPEL OF THE HOLY
CROSS BUILT BY MONICA STORRS, THE FAMOUS
ANGLICAN MISSIONARY TO THE PEACE.
COKING FR?M ENGLAND IN 1Q28, MONICA
BUILT Hi,R MISSION ON LAND OBTAINED FROM
PIONEER AL'VIN HOLLAND.. ANOTHER PIONEER
KENNETH BIRLEY, D:"-?ED IT "THE AB^EY".*
ITS GEAFEL HAS BECOME A HERITAGE
RES
rON PROJECT WITH THE "'ORK
WVIhnp
DQNE BY LOCAL RESIDENTS.
?H

2

""TRE 07 MISS CTOSRS 3FHINE
- -'- TAKEN IN ISJ5~."

An Actual Fragment of Peace River History
This is an original, locally crafted, 1934 pine shingle from the Chapel of the Holy Cross built by Monica Storrs, the famous Anglican
missionary to the Peace.
Coming from England in 1928, Monica built her mission on land obtained from pioneer Alwin Holland, another pioneer Kenneth Birley,
dubbed it "The Abbey".
Its Chapel has become a heritage restoration project with the work being lovingly done by local residents.
The picture of Miss Storrs behind the Chapel was taken in 1935.
Courtesy of Bernice Gehring

