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WILLIAM WALLACE GIBSON: A CANADIAN
PIONEER OF THE AIR.*

This story begins some fifty years ago. If we could go back
to the early nineties and visit a certain farm on the Canadian
prairies, we would sooner or later see a young lad indulging in
the ancient art of kite-flying. The boy would lie for hours on
the prairie grass as he held the taut string, watching and wonder-
ing. Often kept home from school to herd his father’s cattle, his
main hobby at such times was flying kites. He became very
adept at making them, and learned to keep them aloft when
hardly a breath of wind was blowing. On windless days he would
gallop his pony for miles over the open prairie in order to create
a breeze, and tow his kite behind, just to see it fly. It was then
that the thought came to him that if his pony could supply the
energy to keep a kite aloft, why could not some way be devised
of applying the power directly to the kite itself?

The young lad was William Wallace Gibson, who had been
born in Ayrshire, Scotland, and had come to Canada with his
parents when they decided to cut the old home ties, cross the
ocean, and settle on the prairies. Amongst other things, he
learned quickly that a kite with a backward sweep on either side
of its centre stick would fly much more steadily than one with a
flat surface. So for a number of years the boy experimented,
making innumerable kites and thinking deeply as to why they
flew.

The years slipped by and young Gibson grew to manhood. He
moved to the village of Balgonie, 15 miles east of Regina, where
he bought a general store. Balgonie was then a tiny hamlet in

* EpITor’sS NoTE—In October, 1939, Mr. Frank H. Ellis contributed to
the Quarterly an article entitled “ Pioneer Flying in British Columbia,
1910-1914” (IIL., pp. 227-61). This included some account of the experi-
ments conducted by William Wallace Gibson, but the information then avail-
able was very incomplete. Moreover, there seemed to be little hope of filling
in the picture, as Mr. Ellis had been informed, on what appeared to be good
authority, that Mr. Gibson had died some years before. Happily this was
not so. Mr. Gibson is still very much alive, and the present article is based
largely upon data and photographs that he himself has kindly placed at Mr.
Ellis’s disposal.—W.K.L.
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