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HIDING BEHIND THE 
CORPSE OF .# CHINAMAN 

Mining Laws of Province Brokers nd Men Die Because 
of Dangerous Conditions in W*\ ŝ Which Laws 

Are Supposed to Saf •. ard 

TT CAN BE STATED ns a definite fact tht ^ coal mine could not 
blow up ii thc management and the ProviiV $. Mines Department 

each did their duty—if the one enforced ti,..-'taw and the other 
obeyed it. 

In the case ot* a mine making gas, the amount of gas given off 
is only to a limited extent capable of control by those in charge. But 
as the remedy is to load sufficient air into the mine to dilute the gas 
und bring it below explosive point, thc only problem in this depart­
ment of mine safety is to install machinery and maintain air courses 
sufficient in capacity to carry thc amount of air necessary to dilute 
aud render harmless thc maximum amount of gas that thc mine can 
liberate. To arrange that the mine is continuously swept with the 
amount of air, is thc duty of the mine management and thc Pro­
vincial Mines Inspection Department exists for the purpose of seeing 
that thc management docs not fail in this duty. When, therefore, a 
mine blows up, the occurrence itself convicts the mine management 
and the Mines Inspection Department both. 

Notwithstanding the fact that, the responsibility is so definitely 
traceable to the parties referred to, unbelievable as it would seem, 
thc first act after a mine e\ plosion is to rigidly exclude from the ex­
ploded area ovory one but thc parties responsible. With the whole 
field and such limit*, d e\ idunce as it might offer, in the hands of those 
responsible for tho catastrophe, it is not at all surprising that these 
parties Invariably pli _e the blame for' 
tho event cither upon the Almighty 
or on a dead miner. ThlFi is /omul to 
be a very safe policy, for neither the 
former nor the In tier has ever been 
known lo talk back. 

Running true to form, the Provin­
cial mines department, which always 
does the talking for both, hns issued a 
statement to the effect that the recent 
explosion at Cumberland was caused 
by a Chinaman smoking in the mine. 
The match stub Is alleged to have 
been found. While even this ls pos­
sible, a more Improbable story was 
never offered to account for the origin 
of a mine explosion. A yclone of 
force sweeps through miles of mine 
workings—It tears down thousands of 
tons of rock roof, heavy timbers are 
twisted and splintered and shorn off 
as if they were matches, and every 
moveable object is tossed from It's 
place life a feather before a gale, and 
when the storm has passed a heavy 
black pall of charred and coked dust 
settles over all. There must have 
been some uncanny intuition tn any 
human being knowing where to seek 
for the burnt end of a match in th$ 
wreck of such a tempest as this, and 
having found it, it required some 
courage to affirm a statement so far 
out of touch with any probability or 
human experience. 

The statement as given in the Van­
couver press swings along very com­
fortably with tho assumption that hav­
ing offered an explanation as to what 
Ignited the gas, the why—the cause— 
of the explosion has been explained. 
If a company manufacturing explo­
sives stored a few hundred tons in the 
heart of the City of Vancouver, and 
some Irresponsible ignited it, the pub­
lic would not be satisfied with the dis­
covery of the match stub that Ut it. 
We would still wish to know why ex­
plosives were stored at such a point In 
defiance of all law and common sense. 

The report quoted as to the Cum­
berland disaster is so tuned and word­
ed as to leavo the impression that 
thero is no further questions to be 
asked. The question of why, tn de­
fiance to all law and common sense, 

.t,he mine atmosphere was in a condi­
t ion that would burn or explode, is 
ignored entirely. 

The Coal Mines Regulation Act is a 
law designed to secure safe conditions 
in the mines. Us enforcement is en­
tirely In the hands of the Provincial 
Mines Department. It outlines what 

First Issue of B. C. Musician 
a Credit to Local 

Union 
. Having met with great success tn 

their organizing campaign during the 
past few months, the Musicians Union 
has decided to consolidate thc posi­
tion by keeping thcir members fully 
Informed as to the work of the or­
ganisation through the medium of a 
trade journal. 

The first Issue of the British Colum­
bia Musician appeared on the 8th. In 
every way It Is a credit to the organi­
zation. Trade matters are fully dealt 
with, while E. C. Miller, in an editorial 
puts forth the objects of ihe paper, and 
in the concluding paragraph, says: 

"We are now nearing the end of the 
present campaign for new members, 
which has brought something like 60 
to our organization. Let our journal 
now be the means of consolidating our 
position. The air is full of rumors 
and suggestions as to the further ob­
jects of our policy to the future. In 
one Instance It is that of an Increased 
insurance on the death of a member, 
and in others what our attitude should 
he from the complex question of grad­
ing dance halls to the best method of 
combatting the establishment of non­
union bands undei- thc auspices of the 
Canadian Amateur Bands Association 
Here is the outlet for your superfluous 
energy—send In your contributions, 
help us with your advice or sugges­
tions. AND IN DOING SO, not only 
will you assist your organizntion to a 
greater standard of efficiency, but 
generally more equitable conditions 
will be obtained." 

Hand your neighbor this copy of 
The Federatlonist, and then call 
around next day for a subscription. 

shall bc the behavior of thc mine-
worker while underground, and also 
the duties of the management. With' 
in the last couple of months thero has 
boen an ostentatious showing of en 
forcing the Act against some crack 
brained miners who endangered their 
own safety and that of others. So 
vigorous has the department become 
in this respoct that in ono instance in 
which a one-eyed miner, seeing the 
possibility of a prosecution for smok­
ing, left the country somewhat hur­
riedly. It held a antl-mortem Inquiry 
and convicted him anyway. Now, 
there is no objection to all this, ex­
cepting to the studied effort to ad­
vertise 'these lapses on the part of the 
mine worker. But there ls another 
side of this affair. Rule No. 1 of thc 
law under which these prosecutions 
are held, requires the management to 
sweep the mine with sufficient supply 
of air to render all gassos harmless. 
Three times in the last eight months, 
British Columbia mines have blown 

(Continued on page 4) 

THE "MODERN" JAZZ HOUND 

IS 

Local Man Meets Death in 
Strike at Cosmopolis, 

Washington 

Jury Finds Death Was "Ac­
cidental" in Spite of 

Evidence 
A couple of weeks ago, a logger by 

the name of William McCay was kil­
led at the Bay City Mills, at Cosmopo­
lis, Washington, U. S. He is well-
known on the Pacific coast, and par­
ticularly amongst the members of the 
B, C. Loggers Union, and was for a 
time a resident of Burnaby. 

McCay was killed by a company 
watchman, according lo an eye-wit­
ness, who was a veteran of the Groat 
War. His statoment appeared In tho 
Cosmopolis Times, and reads as fol­
lows: 

ln regard to the shooting of William 
McCay by B. I. Green, night watch­
man at the Bay City mill, 1 will say 
that 1 was an aye-witness, having been 
present, however, merely by accident. 
The mill officials had laid out a dead­
line about 100 feet from tbe mill en­
closure by dropping a lew boards end 
to end fn front of the entrance. It was 
along this line that the I, W. XV. pick­
ets were standing, Green was stand­
ing n, short distance away, loudly 
taunting the crowd of men with abuse 
and vile language, including in his re­
marks something to the effect that no 
one belongs to the Industrial Workors 
Union but foreigners who cannot 
speak English. McCay stepped for­
ward, al this, saying, "Do you moan 
that for me?" Green lunged forward 
and struck McCay with a club. They 
clinched, wrestled on the ground for 
a few seconds until McCay, being ur­
ged to stop by his comrades, broke 
away, leaving Green in a sitting pos­
ture. McCay glanced back just ln 
time to see Green draw a gun, but too 
late lo defend himself. He started to 
run from the mill but turned and ran 
along the railroad track. The watch­
man's first bullet went wild, but the 
second time he took deliberate aim 
over his left arm, felling the plcketer 
with a shot through the head. Mc­
Cay was ahout GO feet from tho line, 
and on railroad property wben he fell. 

(Signed) C. 13, BARTON. 
As usual, tbe coroners jury brought 

In a verdict of death by accident; when 
the man wbo fired the shot was de­
fending mill property, and while the 
man wbo shot McCay was named thore 
was no blame attached to him, the 
watchman being engaged in protect­
ing property, 

A significant feature of the tragedy 
was that the verdict was not returned 
until several hours aftor the inquest 
was commenced. 

You may wish to help The Foder­
ationist. You can do BO by renewing 
your subscription promptly and Bend­
ing In the subscription of your friend 
or neighbor. 

PILE DRIVERS 
WIN STRIKE 

Only One Job Doubtful and 
Report Expected to Be 

Favorable 
The Pile Drivers and Bridgemen 

have won their strike. All employ­
ers in the city having signed up, and 
are paying thc new wage scale, and all 
new jobs starting will be run under 
union conditions. 

AU Jobs out of town, with one ex­
ception, arc now being run under the 
new wage agreement, and the men 
getting the new wage scale as well as 
the conditions. 

Only one job is in doubt, and there 
has not been time to get word as to 
the conditions on that job, but the 
members of the organization are confi­
dent that when the report comes in 
that it will be favorable. 

Nanaimo Lecture 
Professor Mack Eastman, of the U. 

B. C, will give a lecture at Nanalmo 
on Sunday, May 13, on the "French 
and Russian Revolutions." He will 
analyze these two epochs in history, 
and draw contracts from the two re­
volutions. 

v 

Provincial Officer of Trades 
Congress Will Aid in 

Securing Charter 
A meeting of the newly-formed 

laborers organization was bold on 
Monday evening, at which VV, Bart­
lett, chairman of the B, C, Provincial 
oxecutive of lhe TradeB and Labor 
Congress of Canada, was present. Of­
flcors wero elected and the question 
of a charier discussed. 

Brother Bartlett gave an address on 
trades unionism, and the work of tho 
Trades Congress of Canada, and in­
formed the meeting that be would do 
all In his power to secure a charier 
for the newly-formed organization, 
and expressed his pleasure al the ef­
forts being made by the laborers to 
organize. Ho also stated that the 
time had come when all workers would 
have to organize if they wished to se­
cure decent conditions. He concluded 
his address by staling that he would 
wiro Tom Moore, with thc idea of se­
curing the fullest possible information 
as to the propor means of securing a 
charter, and the source from which 
it should be obtained. 

Ollicers were then elected, and in­
structed to keep in touch with Bro. 
Bartlett, and to follow the advico 
given by him on receipt of an answer 
to a wire sent to President Moore. 

Another meeting of the local will be 
held on Monday next in room 312— 
310 Pender Street West, at 8 p.m. All 
members are requested to attend, and 
tt hearty Invitation is given to all la­
borers to be present nnd to learn the 
objects of the organization, 

Paris—For the first time sinco ItB 
foundation by Cardinal Richelieu, 
nearly 300 years ago. the French Aca­
demy of Letters has consented to ad­
mit a woman candidate, Madame Al­
fred Mortler (who writes under the 
name of "Aurel"), for a vacant seat 
among the 40 "Immortals." 

Dance Hall at Cigarmakers' 
Benefit Like a Reunion. 

Meeting 
The whist drive and dance held on 

Friday last in tho Alexandra Dancing 
Pavilion, In aid of the locked-out Cl­
garmakers, was a great sucecss. The 
committee ln charge expected a large 
turnout of trades unionists, and their 
hopes were fulfilled. 

To any old-time trade unionist, the 
dance hall appeared like a re-union of 
the trades unionists of the city, for 
there were carpenters, plumbers, tail­
ors, In fact all trades and crafts were 
represented. 

The whlst drive prizes wore won hy 
the following: Ladles, first prize, Mrs. 
Cameron; ladies second, Miss Clyne, 
while Mrs. Cowle won the consolation 
prize. Por the gents' prizes, there was 
great competition, no less than four 
tied for the first and second prizes, 
and Mr, Petrie, the consolation prize. 

Other prizes were distributed during 
the evening, but a number are still 
unclaimed. Tbe numbers of those 
winning tickets are as follows: 173, 
60!>, 215, 17(i, 111, 3(13, 535, 112, 273. 

The holders of tickets bearing the 
above numbers can secure the prizes 
at the trades council office, 31!) Pen­
dor Street West, by presenting snme to 
the secretary. These prizes will bo 
kept until June 4. 

The Label Committee and the Clgar­
makers appreciate the assistance ren­
dered by the different trades unionists 
in making the dance such a success, 
and also the following firms, who 
donated prizes: David Spencers Ltd., 
Woodwards Lid., Johnson's Shoe 
Store, K. Orido, Mainland Cigar Fac­
tory, Birt Henry. Balmoral Hotel Cigar 
stand, G, J. Fowler, Harry Pickering, 
Henry Birks, Pyotts, V. and R. Cigar 
Factory. Kurtz Pioneer Cigar Factory. 
Hughes Bros., Rlckson's, Hudson's*; 
Bay Company, C. D, Bruce and Con 
Jones. 

\Vu nte. I 
Enquiries are being made as to the 

whereabouts ol Kmmctt VV, Allen, 
who bas been employed as a cook on 
the coast for a C.P.R, crow. His 
brothor, W. H. Allen, 42[l Bast Bridge 
Street, Blackwoll, Oklahoma, will be 
pleased as to Information as io bis 
brother's present address. 

LABOR HALL 
MEETINGS 

FRIDAY, Muy 11—City Flic-
flghtQ.B, .M ilk Salesmen and 
Dairy Employees. 

MONDAY, May 14—U. B, Car­
pentera & Joiners, Local *>•!:!: 
Structural l lo" Workers, 
Bloolrlcnl Workera, No. 310; 
Federal Labor Union, Stereo-
typora, 

TUESDAY, Moy 10—Track's and 
Lalior ('ouncil. 

WEDNESDAY, May 10—Lltho-
gmphe-S, 

THURSDAY, May 17—Machin­
ists, No. IK_; Steam and Op­
erating I'lnKlneers, No. 844; 
Tailors' Executive, Plasterers 
Laborers. 

Vice - President Somerville 
Pays a Visit to 

Local 692 
Local 602 of the International Asso­

ciation of Machinists, held a well-at­
tended meeting on Tuesday evening. 
Several new members were admitted. 

Vice-president "Jim Somerville," of 
.Moose Jaw, was present, and spoke on 
the railroad and contract shop condi­
tions throughout the country, and In 
the Western States. 

The local situation was also dealt 
with, and lt was intimated that four 
of the largest shops in Vancouver had 
reached an understanding with the 
local, and will pay the union scale of 
7f> cents per hour. 

The local will continue the efforts 
which have boen made to organize the 
district 100 per cent., and every mem­
ber of tho organization should become 
a business agent. The organizer, 
without assistance, can do little, but 
with aid, he will and can accomplish 
that which will bring about an or­
ganization which will function In the 
interests of the machinists. 

II 
UP TO LESTOR 

Will Debate on Third Inter­
national at Columbia 

Theatre 
Owing to a clash of opinion at a 

sereet corner meeting addressed by C. 
Lestor, or tho 8. P. nf (*., the workers 
of Vancouver will bo given tho oppor­
tunity of listening to a debate of first 
rale importance, 

C. Lestor was holding down the 
soap-box Tuesday night, at the corner 
Of Carrall and Cordova Streets, when 
Maurice .Spector of Toronto, recently 
one of tho Workers Party delegates to 
tho fourth congress of the Communist 
International, happened in on the 
scene. Lestor, whqse opposition to 
the Third International and hostility 
to .Soviet llussia are well known in 
this city, proceeded lo astonish Spector 
wilh some of his counter-revolution­
ary propaganda. "Do you maintain," 
Spector asked »t question Ume, "thai 
there is not a dictatorship nr tlie pro­
letariat in Russia?" Lestor replied 
that certainly there was no proletar­
ian dictatorship in Russia, but the 
dictatorship of a comparatively small 
clique over the whole Russian work­
ing class. He further went on to say 
that the workers of Russia had less 
real liberty of expression and action 
than the wnge slaves of capitalist 
Canada. Tbe revolution in Russia was 
not a workers' revolution, but a bour­
geois-peasant revolution, like the 
French rovolution of 1789. He im­
plied that Russia, like France, might 
become one of the most reactionary 
forces In Kurope. He, Lestor, was not 
going to be dictated to by Moscow. 
Me was a free man, he said, and by 
Implication, in a "free country." 

Spector, who Is not only a keen stu­
dent of Communist and Marxist the­
ory, but has also had an excellent 
chance to verify his theories by hlf 
first hand study of Russian conditions, 

(Continued on page 4) 

PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT 
ACENCIES CET SORE 

Start Prosecution Against Head of Provincial Bureaus 
—FuU Text of Mr. Justice Murphy's Decision 

As to Legality 

FOR YEARS, private employment agencies have been a sore spot 
with the organized labor movement. It has been contended, and 

in fact proven, that they were nothing more or less than blacklisting 
agencies. When thc government employment bureaus were estab-
lishd by act of parliament, it was thought that these parasitical out-
eroppings of capitalism would be eliminated, but the hope of the 
workers was doomed before it was even raised, and the private em­
ployment agents flourished under different guises, in spite of the 
legislation enacted. 

Last Thursday Mr. Justice Murphy gave a decision against private 
employment agencies operating in Vancouver, as a result of Mr. J. H. 
MeVety's activities in prosecuting several of them. This decision was 
made as a result of the superintendent of thc provincial government's 
labor bureaus appeal against Magistrate Shaw's decision when the 
cases were heard in the police court. Following this decision, the 
employers issued summonses against Mr. MeVety and others for 
violating the act, on the ground that thc representative of the gov­
ernment had no more right to operate an employment agency and 
receive pay for so doing under the act, than had thc private employ­
ment agents. It is not possible to comment on the cases at this time, 
as they are still beforc thc courts, but Mr. Justice Murphy's findings 
will be of interest to all labor organizations in thc province. They 
are as follows: 

The case stated herein by Henryf nald police magistrate tp be dealt with 
Curtis Shaw, police magistrate in and 
for the City of Vancouver, in the Pro 
vince of British Columbia, having 
come on for hearing before this court, 
pursuant to notice; upon hearing read 
the case stated and upon hearing Mr. 
J. A. Havlland of counsel for the 
crown, and Mr. George P. Cameron, 
and Mr. R. L. Reid, K. C, of counsel 
for the respondent. 

This court is of the opinion that the 
said police magistrate was wrong in 
holding that the provisions of Section 
3 of the Employment Agencies Act 
Repeal Act do not prohibit the collec­
tion and receipt hy an employment 
agent of a fee or compensation from 
an employer for sending a peraon 
seeking employment from the City of 
Vancouver or elsewhere, to an em­
ployer at Chemalnus or elsewhere 
within the said Province for employ­
ment by such employer. 

And this court doth further order 
and adjudge thnt the said matter be 
and the same Is hereby remitted to the 

IT 

1 
Takes Stand Against Police 

Being Used for 
Employers 

Police Department Is Criti­
cized by Organized Labor 

Movement 
[By Harry Godfrey] 

(Federated I'ress Correspondent) 
New York—A demand lhat tbe New 

York City police department 'once and 
for all Ume cease showing exclusive 
partiality io employers" In strikes and 
labor disputes, IUIH been sent to Mayor 
Hylan and Police Commissioner En­
rlght by W. F. Kehoe, secretary Cen­
tral Trades and Labor Council. The 
letter, while It refers to many other 
Instances In which the local police 
have been used to Intimidate striking 
workers, was evoked by the action of 
the police department in providing 
special "guards" Lo Ice cream wagons 
of the Reld fee Cream Co., whose driv­
ers are mi strike. 

For fonr yenrs tlie drivers and In­
side workers of ibis concern, organi­
zed in an A. I'' ol I.. Union, have had 
a union contract with the eompany, 
The agreement expired April 11!; the 
union askod slight wage Increases over 
Ihe $-_(!.50 paid inside men and the 
$31 paid drivers. The company Ig­
nored ihe demands, and has rebuffed 
the efToris of the Stale Labor Com­
missioner to bring about n conferenco 
with the union officials. 

Since (hut time the company has 
rnployed, tin* mayor has boen in­

formed, "strong arm men, gun-men, 
thugs and guerillas to end the strike." 
Uniformed patrolmen hnvo been de-

according; to law. ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
The reasons given for the above de­

cision by Mr. Justice Murphy are as 
follows: 

In my opinion, the question submit­
ted should be answered in the nega­
tive. Sec. 3 of Cap. 26 B. C. Statutes, 
1919, states: "No person, firm, corpor­
ation, or association shall collect or 
receive, directly or indirectly, any fee 
or compensation for sending or per­
suading, enticing, inducing, procuring 
or causing to be sent from or to any 
place within the Province, to or from 
any place outside the Province, or be­
tween any two places within the Pro­
vince, any person seeking employment, 
or for giving or furnishing informa­
tion regarding employers seeking wor­
kers or workers seeking employment." 

There is nothing in thfs language 
confining the operation of the section 
to collecting or receiving money from 
the employee. The prohibition is 
without qualification, lt is argued 
that Sec. 3 of Cap. 18, B. C. Statutes, 
1921, First Session, Impliedly repeals 
Qec. 3, Cap. 26, B. C. Statutes 1919. 
The legislation of 1921 contains no 
express provision for auoh repeal. If 
such were the object of the Legisla­
ture, nothing could have been simp­
ler than to say so In language Impos­
sible of misconstruction. Unless. 
therefore, the legislation or 1921, and 
that of 1919 are wholly Irreconcillable 
the argument for Implied repeal must 
fall. In my opinion, both enactments 
may well stand together. It may be 
that the acts to be reported upon un­
der the 1921 legislation may be done 
gratuitously as a matter of philanth­
ropy, or, at any rate, without charge, 
contingent on the relationship of em­
ployer and employee being establish­
ed, being made either to employer to 
employer or employee. This Is social 
legislation, which at the same time 
bears directly on the business life of 
the country as do most of such enact­
ments. In my opinion, it should. If 
possible, receive such a construction 
ns will accomplish the object the Leg­
islature had in view, nnd as will In­
terfere as little as possible with busi­
ness. The evil aimed at by tbe Legis­
lature, I think, was the exploitation 
of the working man. This, it would 
?eem, appeared to the Legislature to 
In- rendered more likely If agencies 
were allowed to operate, whose re­
ward depended solely on tbe bringing 

fContinued on page •!) 

IN SOCIETY 

tailed hy 
slrike-bt't 

The epi 
ther the 
Its police 

•liter 
pen shop 

head to aid these 
Iters, the letter declares, 
(tlon dually has arisen whe-
•ily of NOW York, through 
department, shall continue 
•abor controversies and aid 

mployers in their war on 
organized labor. 

There Is also a quostion whether or 
not the "T.U.OOO members of the Cen­
trnl Tradea .and Labor ('ouncil actu­
ally expect the mayor to take any no­
tice of the protest. Il has been the 
Hylan custom lo ignore sucb protests. 
Although the Hylan administration 
was voted into oflico with the assist­
ance of tlie Labor body, with each re­
curring lahor dispute Ihe power of the 
polico always has bcen at tbe beck 
and cult of employing interests. 

.\ Point Worth Watching 
Numerous complaints ns to iion-d' 

livery of The Foderationist are re­
coived iu a yenr, btu the fn ult is not 
with the mailing department, if .vou 
change your address, send in a notice 
to that effect and nlso lbe old address 
as well as ihe new on,e, and we wilt 
attend to Ihe rest. 

Foster Prosecution Started 
Because He Was Against 

Present System 
Chicago - "Hebliid the Foster prose­

cution, regardless of tin* Immediate 
agents, was lbe pressure of our pre-
pen I property system, tearful •>' 
change, seeking to extend and perpe­
tuate Itself," asserts K- .. -Harry F. 
Ward, In an article entitled "Our Poli­
tical Secret Service," In the Christian 
Century, fl religious weekly. "It Is the 
essence of absolutism. Therefore It 
uses the methods of the older and 
abolished absolutisms, it must have 
its sides and Its private armies. It 
cannot submit Itself to lho franchise. 
It dare not trust tbe people. 

"This explains wby those who so 
fear the Moscow of today and tomor­
row arc yet using the methods of the 
Moscow of yesterday that are the in­
evitable cnuse of the very situation 
they so much dread. Whether or not 
thinking Is to becomo a crime In this 
country. In college and church as well 
as in labor union and politicnl party, 
depends upon whether or not this peo­
ple will set ahout changing a property 
system that puis 00 per cent, ' "*~ 
wealth in the bauds of 2 per 
the population," 

i f 

Pntronlze Federatlonist advertisers. 

Cologne, Germany — A summer 
school, under auspices of the Interna­
tional Federation of Trade Unions, will 
be held at Bruhl Castle, noar Cologne, 
during August. 

The courses win embrace lectures 
in the French, Hngllsh and Herman 
languages on the international trado 
union movoment, the co-operative 
movement, the international politicnl 
and economic situation, the women's 
movement, the young workers' inter­
national, and labor education in Its In­
ternational aspects. 


