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Premier Brewster Does Not 
Desire They Should Be 

Given Hearing 
A delegation of womon wage-workers, 

representing tho .Minimum Wage 
League will go to Victoria tho latter 
part of this month and insist on getting 
a hearing from the government The 
leagao has beon notilled that it iB not 
tho desire of Premier Browstor to give 
them a hearing, under the pretence that 
there is n rush of work. Tho women 
of tho leaguo do not think thero Is 
anything quite so important beforo tho 
government that they should be put 
off. Delegation after delegation is be
ing heard, BO why uot they, iB tho way 
they look at it. Tho decision to send 
a delegation was mado at tho meeting 
in the Labor Temple Friday night, The 
situation was thoroughly discussed be
fore any decision was reached. 

Asked yostorday what they intondod 
to do if the govornment refused them 
a hearing, Mias Helena Gutteridge 
said: " W e will Bit on tho stcpB of the 
parliament buildings until we nro 
heard.' ' 

Although the first plank in the plat
form of Mrs. Ralph Smith, tho only 
woman legislator, is for a minimum 
wage for womon, the officials and mem
bers of the leaguo tako tho view that 
unloss Mrs, Smith, who WOB elected (is 
an "independent," can get tho back
ing of tho govornment, any measures 
which sho may advoento will not be 
carried out. The leaguo desires that 
tho government bring in a minimi nm 
wago act, and make it operative this 
year. They aro afraid that the govern
ment intends to dodgo tho subject, 
cithor by not bringing it forward nt 
all or by making it so lato that it can
not bo dealt with at this sossion. 

That strong pressure agninst a mini-
wage enactment will bo brought to 
bear on tho governmont Bocma to bo 
nssurod, because of the fact that many 
largo establishments now nre paying 
wages Insufficient for women to keep 
thomselvos decently. 

Warehousemen Will Mett 
Another maBS mooting of warehouse

men will bo held at the Labor Templo 
on Fob. 22, The last meeting was a big 
snecess, and the next is expected to bo 
greater. 

LOCAL 

Popular Manager of O r ' g u m Theatre 
Honored by Members of the 

Musicians' Union 

Last Sunday an interesting event 
took place at the meeting of Musisians' 
Union local 145, when James Pilling, 
manager of the Orpheum theatre, was 
presented with aa addross and a bcanti-
ful silver casserole, as an expression of 
tho appreciation of organized musicians 
for Mr. Pilling's interest in and kind
ness to musicians and organized labor 
generally. The presentation speech was 
mndo by Bro. Edward Cox, and Presi
dent F. B, Weaver occupied the chair. 

Vancouver Union Sending 
Its Secretary as Dele

gate to Washington 
Definite Btopa toward tho organiza

tion of an international union for Civic 
Firemen, to be chartored by the Amcri 
can Foderation of Labor, will bo taken 
at Washington, D. C, beforo March 1. 

Mr. G, J. Richardson, socrotary of 
tho Vancouver Firomon's union, will 
leavo on Monday next to attend, as a 
delegate, a continent-wido convention 
at Washington, which will meot thero 
on Feb. 26. 

Thero will be sixty-ilvo locals repre-
scntcd and as Boon aa organization of 
tho international is completed a big 
campaign of organization will bo com-
meuced all over Amorica. 

Delegato Richardson expects to bo 
absent about threo weeks, and of 
course, his Vancouvor friends, aad they 
aro legion, will expect him to return 
as an internotional officer, 

Shipyards Helpers Change Name 
A special meoting of the Shipyard 

Laborers will bo hold at tho Labor 
Templo tonight to receivo tho new char
ter which changos thoir title to "Ship
yard Laborers, Riggers and Fasteners." 
The charter is from tho International 
Longshoremen's Association. 

Pursuit of Proflt Perverts People 
Thero is a profound truth, the forco 

of which mankind is only now begin
ning to realize, that tho pursuit of 
profits will transform natures inherent
ly cnpnblo of m,uch good into sordid, 
cruel beasts of pi'ey, nnd accustom thyn 
to committing actions so despicable, so 
inhuman, that t'hoy would bo terrified 
wero it not tii at the. world is under 
sway of tho profit system and not mere 
ly excuses and condones, but justifies 
and throws a glamor about, tho unut
terable degredations and erimes which 
the proiit system calls forth.—Myers" 
History of Great Fortunes. 

Political Parties in Russia 
By N. Lenin 

(Translated ln Winnipeg and Published for the First Time, in English, ln The Voice] 
Aids to an understanding of tho proposed platform drawn up by L. Lenin for 

discussion at Bolsheviki meetings. The printing of tho proposed platform has 
thus far been held only by the insufficient typographical resources of Petrograd, 
The following is an attempt to formulate, first, the moro important, nnd second; 

tho less important, of the quostions und answers characteristic of tho present 
situation in Russia, and of thc attitude the various parties tako to the present 
state of affairs. 

QUESTIONS 

1. What are the chief groupings of political parties In Russia? 

ANSWERS 
* «s{a) {Moro to the right than tho Cadets) Parties and groups moro right than 
" ' the Constitutional Democrats. 

(b) (Cadets). Constitutional Democratic Pnrty (Cadets, tho National Liberty 
Party) and the groups closely attached t° thom, 
(c) (Social Democrats and Sooial Revolutionists). The S.D.'s, R.S.'s, and 
The groups closely attached to thom. 
(d) (Bolsheviks). Tho party which ought properly to bo called the Communis
tic party, and which is at present termed "Tho Russian Social-Democratic 
Workers' party, united with the Central Committee; or, in popular language, 
thc "Bolsheviks." 

!. What classes do these parties repre-* 
sent? What class standpoints do they 
express? 
(a) Tho feudal landholders and tho 
more backward sections of the bour
geoisie, 
(b) Thc mass of the bourgeois, that 
is, tho capitalists, and those luudliold 
era who havo tho industrial, bourgeois 
ideology. 
(c) Small entrepreneurs, smnll and 
middle-class proprietors, small and 
moro or IOBB well-to-do peasants, pe
tite bourgeoisie, as well as thoso 
workers who have submitted to a 
bourgeois point of view, 

(d) Class-conscious workers, day la
borers aud the poorer class of tho 
peasantry, who uro classed with them 
semi-prole tar iat. 

[ 3. What Is their rotation to Socialism? 
(n) and (b) Unconditionally hostile, 
sinco it threatens thc profits of capi
talists and landholders. 
(c) For Socialism, but it is too early 
yet to think uf it or to tako any prac
tical steps for its realization. 
(d) For Socialism. Tho Councils of 
SVorkers, .Soldiers and Peasants. Dole-
gates nust at onco take every prac
tical and feasible step for its realiza
tion, 

14. What form of government do they 
want now? 
(a) Constitutional monarchy, abso
lute authority of thu official class 
and tho police. 
(b) A bourgeois parliamentary re
public, i;e., a perpetuation of the rulo 
of the capitalists, with tho rentention 
of the ofliciul (chiuaviiik) class and 
tho polico, 
(c) A bourgeois parliamentary re
public, with reforms i'or the workers 
and pcnsanls. 
(d) A republic of tho Councils of 
Workers', .Soldiors' and Peasants' 
dolegates. Abolition of the standing 
army and the police; substituting 
for them an armed pooplo, officials 
to bo not only elected, but nlso sub
ject lo recall; their pay not to ex-
coed that of a good worker, 

I. What is thoir attitude on the re
st, 'ation of tbo Romanoff monarchy? 
(a) In favor, but it must bo done 
with caution und secrecy, for thoy 
nro afraid of tho pooplo. 
(b) When tho Guchkovs Boomed to 
bo in powor tho CadotB woro in favor 

of putting on the throne a brothor 
or son of Nicholas, but when the 
people loomed up tho Cndets became 
unti-monarchial. 
(c) and (d) Unconditionally opposed 
to uny kind of monarchic restoration. 

i, What do they think of seizures and 
power? What do they term "order 
and what "anarchy"? 
(u) If a czar or a bravo general 
seizes control, his nuthority comos 
from God; that ia order. Anything 
else is anarchy. 

(b) If lho capitalists hold power, 
even by force, thut is order; to as
sume power against the cupitulists 
would be anarchy, 
(c) If the Councils of the Workers', 
SoldierB' and Peasants' delegates 
olono uro in power, nnurehy threat
ens. For tbo prosont let tho capitalist 
retain control, while tho councils 
have an "Advisory Commission." 
(d) Holo authority must bo in tho 
hands of the Councils of Workers', 
Soldiers' und Peasants' delegates. 
Tho entire propugnndu, agitations 
and organizations of millions upou 
millions of peoplo must at once bo 
directed towards tho ond. 

. Shall we support the Provisional 
governmont? 
(a) and (b) Unquestionably, since 
it is the only moans nt this moment 
of guarding tho interests of tho capi
talists. 
(c) Yes, but with tho condition that 
it should curry out its agreement 
with the Council of W,, S. and P. 
dolegntes, und Bhould consult with 
tho "Advisory Commission." 
(d) No; lot tho cupitulists support 
it, Wo must prepnro the whole peo
ple fer lho completo nnd BOIO author
ity of tho Councils of W., S. und P. 
delegates. 

. Aro we for a singlo authority or for 
a dual authority? 
(a) und (b) For solo powor in the 
hands of tho capitalists and lund-
holdcrs. 
(c) For dunl authority. Tho Coun
cils of W, 8. und 1'. delegn.es to 
exercise "cont ro l " over the provi
sional government. But it wojld bo 
pernicious to consider tho possibility 
thut Ihis control might prove illu
sory, 
(d) Tho solo powor in tho hands of 
tho Councils of tho W. 8. und P. 

(Continued on pago 4) 

LABOR SHORTAGE IN 
S OF THE 

Investigation Does Not Bear 
Out the Assertions 

Generally Made 

Facts Are There Is Plenty of 
Labor If Decent Wages 

Are Paid 
Tho Board of Trado and other asso

ciations of employors, havo for a favor
ite topic these days thc "shortage of 
labor" which, to hear them talk, would 
indicate that tho working class is gradu
ally disappearing from this country. 
However, thero need bo no consterna
tion in this regard at all. Plenty of 
labor is to bo had if fuir wages are paid 
in keoping with tho tremendous sky
ward trend of living. 
Not only ia labor not scarco, but it is 

numerouB, judging by the replicB of of
ficials of various unions in this city. 

For instance, one of the largest unions 
is tho International Longshoremen's 
association, of which Gordon J. Kelly, 
president; of tho Trades and Labor 
council, is a member. When asked aa 
to tho labor market yeBterday, Presi
dent Kolly replied vory positively: 
"Thoro is no shortage of waterfront 
labor.' ' 

Another of tho largest labor organi
zations is tho International Longshore
men 's auxiliary, and as to tho situation 
with this locul, E. Winch, business 
ngent, said: 

"The labor supply seemB unlimited. 
I can supply a hundred men right 
now.' ' 

Secretary Phelps of tho Shipyard la
borers, also stated there was no short
age of labor. 

Secretary Alexander, of tho Steam 
and Operating Engineers, has a consid
erable unemployed list. 

A largo union is tho Teamsters and 
Chauffeurs, and Business Agont Show
ier, when asked as to the available sup
ply of thiB class of labor, replied that 
thoro was no shortngo, and omployers 
willing to pay good wageB could get all 
the men they wanted. 

Nono of tho soveral shipyards aro 
complnining at a lack of men, nor are 
any other Tinea of industry, when pin 
ncd down to it. 

Gun Used to Cow Strikers 
of Drumheller Ordered 

Taken Away Again 
The machine-gun which waa moved 

by tho Mounted Police to tho Drumhel
ler coal field and hcrnlded in tho enpi-
talist press on tho occasion, evidently 
haa been getting rusty, for it is re
ported it has been removed. Attornoy-
genernl Cross of Alberta requested that 
the war implcmont be tukcu away, for 
it waa of absolutely no use, thero bmng 
no minera who required sabduing aftor 
the methods, no doubt, contemplated by 
tho military polico. The Miner's union, 
as well as tho mounted polico, had thc 
town under picket and the miners them
selves wero quito capablo of looking 
after any obstreperoas foreigner who 
may have been inclined to create an 
undue disturbance. 

Petition Mooting Success 
The petition to the provincial govern

ment pressing for an eight-hour day for 
engineers, is boing largely "circulated 
around tho Labor Templo and othor 
plnces whoro they uro being generously 
signed. 

Postponed Political Meeting 
Owing to the rush of business beforo 

the Steam and Operating Engineers on 
Feb. 11, when it wns intended to com
mence the series of educational meet
ings on political mutterB, the local post
poned this portion of the business to a 
future date, to be uiinouneod. 

Unholiovablo War Ghouls' Glee! 
Clenr profits far surpassing nil pre

vious records nro recorded by Swift & 
Company, meat packers, Chicago, for 
tho fiscal yenr ending September, 19N. 
The profits nre equivalent to IHM per 
cent, on tho company's $100,000,000 
cnpitul stock, nnd compnro with net 
profits of $20,405,000 in 1010, which 
woro equal to 27.29 por cont, on tho 
*75,000,000 stock then outstnnding. 

Saturday, Feb. 23 
KEEP THIS DATE CLEAR 

OPENING MEETING OF 

FEDERATED LABOR 

PARTY 

Speakers : 

J. H, Hawthornthwaite, 
MX,A., and E. T. Kingsley 

LABOR TEMPLE 
8 p.m. Sharp 

There will be some crowd-

Better conic early. 

WAITERS' ORGANIZER 
IS VERT OPTIMISTIC 

Says Vancouver Locals Are Looking 
as Oood as Any in Northwest Cities 
Harloy Johnson, international or

ganizer of tho Hotel and Restaurant 
Employees' Alliance and the Bartend
ers' League, spent a few daya in Van
couver lust woek, but departed again 
for Puget Sound cities where ho is as
sisting in organization work. He said 
whilo hero that locals of Vancouver 
wero ia a_ good Bhapo us any in tho 
Northwest. Orgunizafion is increasing 
all through thia territory. Just at 
present tho soft drink employees aro 
forming a union. 

M I N E R S l f M E E T 

New Directors Will Hold 
Meeting Next Monday 

Evening 

District 18, U. M. W. of A., 
Convention Will Convene 

This Year at Fernie 
The 1918 convention of District 

18 of the Wnited Mine Workers of 

America, 'with headquarters at Cal

gary, will convene at Fernie on 

Monday next, Feb. 18. Delegates 

will he present from all parts of 

the jurisdiction, namely Alberta, 

Saskatchewan and Eastern British 

British Columbia. Inasmuch as 

there is no new schedule of wages 

up for discussion it is not expected 

the convention will last more than 

a week. 

PATRIOTIC FUNDS 
Companies Cannot Legally 

Do This and Employees 
Can Get Money Back 

In spito of the fact that tlio labor 
convention wont on record against tho 
prosont systom of Potriotic Tunc], and 
tho Trades and Labor council voted to 
rofuso contributions after December 1, 
therb are' cetrin iTOjMnics which con
tinuo to hold bock wages of their om
ployoes nnd pay over to this fund. At 
loast the supposed purposo of the hold 
out is to pay to tho. fund. Theso com* 
panios havo no legal right to do this 
Only Buch companies as hovo agree
ments with their employees, running a 
certain length of time, such ns the C. 
P. E., hnvo such a right. Every man 
who desires to tnko tho matter up cnn 
recover tho money that wns hold buck, 
and proceedings nlong this line nre ox
pectod. Particular offenders in this 
respect nro tho "pnt r io t ic " fishing con* 
corns, which nre nlso responsible for the 
high prico of a food commodity thut 
should bo tho chenpest. 

Branch of Federated Labor 
Party and Contest 

Next Election 
NANAIMO, Feb. 13.—Wo arc going 

to mnke a start hero very soon in ro* 
gurd to tho Federated Labor Party. Wc 
have decided to cnll a meeting in tlio 
vory near futuro und discuss the sub
ject. We will ndviso you as to tlio 
results of tlieso meetings as soon ns 
possible. Wc nro very glad thut the 
Federated Lnbor Party has nt Inst mnde 
a start in tho politicul field nnd wo nil 
fool confident thnt the noxt election 
will mako a grant chnnge in tho house. 
Keep tho flag Hying high, boys, und it 
will not bo pulled down this time. 

Girls Joining Union 
Many girls nro joining the Cooks, 

Waiters nnd Waitresses' locnl nnd ex
pect to benefit thereby, especially this 
summer when now positions open up. 
Thero is a decided shortngo of wait
resses, and they intend to deinund liv
ing wages. 

No Need for Coolie Labor 
Even H. IL Stevens, M.P., Vnncou

ver, is of tho opinion that if the present 
mmipowor of the country wns properly 
distributed thnt thero would bo no oc
casion to employ temporary Chinese 
labor. Tho country is able to flnd nil 
the holp essential for tho shipbuilding 
industry, ho says, und ho thinks that 
tho railway situation can bo met in tho 
snmo way. 

No Need for Alarm 
[Tho B. C. Veterans Weekly] 

Some unnecessary nlarm hus been 
caused in some quartors by the recent 
announcement that an ndvisory board, 
consisting of five members of tlie (1. W. 
V. association, und a like number from 
tlio li. C. Federation of Lnbor, had been 
creator] for the purpose of discussing 
and seeking menus to solve various ro* 
turned soldier problems, I t mny bc 
pointed out thnt in respect lo this mat
tor. the assoolatlon is in nowise com
mitted to a definite policy or alliance 
with tho Foderation of Labor, the iden 
being solely timt the niutmil nlms of 
lnbor nnd lho roturned soldier mlglil 
bo sirengUiened nnd co-opernlod In sn 
fnr ns possible. Controversial quostions 
will not be brought np for discussion. 
Tho general policy of the 0 . W, V. A. 
"i l l not bo involved through tho board's 
deductions. In short, a better under* 
standing nnd relationship, nnd. possibly, 
uniformity of uction along certnin linos 
cun bo tho only result. 

SAVING L 
II 

A STRAW INDICATING 
DIRECTION OF WIND 

The Wish Is Father to the Thought 
as Well as a Signpost to 

What Is in Store 

t The chairman pointed out that tho 
timo seemed to be approaching when 
labor would bo conscripted in order to 
npportion the man-powor of the Do
minion to pointB essential for tho prose
cution of war business and for greater 
production of food supplies. A spocinl 
committoo was appointed to study this 
question as relating to the provinco of 
British Columbiu and to bring in a ro
port at un early date.—Industrial Prog
ress and Commercial Record, Vancou
ver. 

A Feeling of Confidence 
Among Union Men That 

Money Will Be Raised 

Between elections and conventions 
for tho past month or so tlio Vancouver 
Labor Temple Co. prospect of raising 
money by the additional salo of Bhares 
to local unions aas not been overlooked, 
but somewhat delayed. Howover, tho 
new directors will hold a mooting on 
Monday ovening next, Feb. 18, to per
fect ways and means for putting on 
the proposed campaign. Tho whole 
situation has been pretty well discussed 
by tho membership at large and there 
is a general feeling of confidence in 
evidence that tho monoy can be raised 
without injury to tho individual trade 
unionist. 

At Monday night's meeting undoubt
edly definite plans will bo outlined for 

vigorous campaign. Without wniting 
to be formally nsked a fow of tho local 
unions havo taken action, tho Teams
ters and Chauffeurs' being one of the 
biggest organizations and it was not 
satisfied with a $3 assessment; tho 
mombors mado it an even $5. With the 
rapidly-increasing membership fairly 
well omployed, at union w'ages, a re
cently-elected new board of directors 
thoroughly representative of all tho 
unions, and the necessity for restoring 
tho Labor Tclnplo to tho trades union 
movement apparent to all, tho pros
pects for a successful enmpaign aro en
couraging. 

With tho Bale of remaining unsold 
shares held by the company the direc
tors will be able to pay off tho out
standing indebtedness savo tho ilrst 
mortgage. This, inturn, will roduco tho 
fixod interest charges, und with tho in
creasing revenuo of tho building it will 
soon bo more thnn paying its own way. 
In fact, thoro will )»o somo ovor to 
apply on a sinking fund to meet tlie 
first mortgage four years hence. And 
with a permanent assessment of 10 
conts por month, if the referendum 
carries, and it should, thero will bo no 
serious difficulty in tho company tucot 
ing all its obligations in futuro. 

A Satisfactory Cablegram 
Asked today by Tho Federationist ro 

gnrding tho presont Lnbor Templo sitnn 
tion, Mr. McVety, secretary-treasurer of 
tho company, said: 

"Beforo taking any steps to carry 
out tho directions of the shareholders 
to attempt tho raising of sufficient 
funds to pny off the arrears of interest, 
it was thought advisnble to consult 
tho Prudential Assurance company, flie 
mortgagees, as to whether they would 
withdraw their writ for foreclosure nnd 
permit the mortgage to run its term ii 
the event of the company being able 
to pay off arrearages of interost nnd 
taxes. 

'Tho quostion wns submitted to the 
Lomlon»ofiicc of tho mortgagees through 
Mr. J. Stewart Gall and Messrs. Tupper 
& Bull, solicitors for the mortgagees, 
iu writing, with a request that the 
reply should bo cabled. 

' I nm advised todny that tho com
pany has agreed to the course request* 
cd and that on pnylnent of the arrears 
nnd current interest proceedings for 
foreclosure will be stayed and the mort
gage allowed to run until its expira
t ion." 

AI 
Geo. F. Stirling Addresses a 

Crowded Meeting and 
Adds New Members 

NELSON, B. C, Feb. 12.—Under the 
auspices of tho Trades and Labor coun
cil, the workors of this city wero treat
ed, laBt Thursday, with some definite 
instruction as to how to deal effectively 
with their ballots. Tho intellectual in
structor of tho occasion was Oeo. F. 
Stirling, who expressed nothing but 
common sense from beginning to end. 
When tho old-party politicians address 
the slaves, they always tell us how 
much thoy lovo us, but, of course, they 
aro experienced in dealing out camou
flage. Tho worker may like to bo loved 
and ao doubt tho old-party politicians 
aro loving tho workers very much just 
now, for are they not giving a lot of 
them free clothes, freo guns and $1.10 
a day? May tho Lord bleBS their gene
rosity I 

Tho Miners' hall was filled to tho 
brim and crowded nnd standing ns thoy 
were, they stood and listened to Mr. 
Stirling, and wero sntisflcd thnt ho was 
telling the truth. At the close of the 
meeting, fourteen now members woro 
enrolled. Mr. Stirling will bo a wcl-
como visitor hero nny time he cnn givo 
us another call. 

Tho Nelson branch of the Federated 
Labor Party is growing fine, and wo aro 
all doing our bost to increase its mem
bership. Wo uro sick and tired of tho 
prosont mis-rcprcsentntivo wo havo ut 
Victoria. 

10 
FLAVELLE AND HE 

Flavelle Passes Matter to 
Crothers Who Also 

Passes It Along 

But She Moves Just tho Same 
The Russian revolution would bo 

all right if it eould stop revolving," 
says the Brooklyn Eagle. Thu Eagle 
screams because the Bolsheviki did not 
quit at a point that would leave Russia 
ripe for exploitation by the Harvester 
Trust. How nice and ludyliko all revo
lutions would be if they only wore di
rected by the parasitic class.—Indus
trial Worker. 

Same Over Here! 

A few works ago tlio lumber bosses 
were howling about a shortage of labor, 
When tho department of Labor nt 
Washington replies that the shortngo Is 
duo to long hours and poor conditions, 
and suggests Hint a way out of tlio 
situation is to establish an olghMiour 
day, the lumber bosses loudly voolferalo 
that they have all tin; holp thoy want— 
and then some.—Industrial Workor, Se
attle. 

LABOR TEMPLE 
MEETINGS FOR 

COMING WEEK 

SUNDAY, Fob. 17.—Saw Filers' 
Association. 

MONDAY, Feb. ]8.—Machinists 
No. 720, Tailors' Executivo, 
Boiler Makors, Stoam Engin
eers, Electrical Workers, 

TUESDAY, Feb. 10.—Btitohora 
uud Moat Cutters, Railway 
Firemen, bookbinders, Retail 
Clerks. 

WEDNESDAY, Feb. 20.—Teams-
tors nnd Chauffeurs, Browory 
Workers, Press Feeders, Motal 
Trades Council. 

THURSDAY, Fob. 21.—Trades 
and Lubor Council, Mainten
ance Of Way Mon. 
FRIDAY, Fob. 22— Pressmen's 
Union C**n.ort, Pllfl Drivers 
and Wooden Brldgobuildors, 
Machinists (Ladies' Aux.), 
Plumbers, Shipyard Laborers, 
Mill and Factory Workors, 
United Warehousemen 'B Assoc. 

SATURDAY, Feb. 23.—Federated 
Labor farly. 

Canadian Brotherhood of 
Railway Employees 

Going Strong 
Mr. E. Robson, western organizer for 

the Canadian Brotherhood of Railwny 
Employees with headquarters at Hali
fax, N. 8., is in thc city in the interests 
of his organization. Thc C. B. of R. E. 
affiliated with tho Trades and Labor 
Congress of Canada somo threo months 
ago, but has been in existence since 
11)08. Primarily it was organized to 
cover the government-owned Intercolo 
nial system, but it is now extending 
its scope to all railway and express 
companies operating ia Canada. Its 
membership, now around the 7000 mark, 
includes ull the employees not already 
covered by international organizations. 
Mr. A. R. Mosher is the president, und 
Mr. M. M. Maclean secretary, both of 
Halifax, 

Organizer Robson, in conversation 
With The Federationist yesterday after
noon, intimated that the headquarters 
o'f the organization might bo removed 
to Ottawa in tho near future. " I left 
Halifax on Jan. 10 nnd since thon have 
visited Montreal, Winnipeg, Edmonton 
and this city. 1 oxpoet to remain hero 
a month or two, I nm anxious to bring 
about an amalgamation of tho Vancou
ver Freight Handlers and Clerks' As
sociation, nlso chartered by the Con
gress, with our organization, with a 
view to bringing about a closer federa
tion of our mutual intorests, 

"We havo j.ist succeeded in gaining 
recognition fur our organization of the 
government and also from several other 
railway nnd express companies through
out Canada, and if wo succeed in our 
present plans we will bo able to se-
euro much better working conditions 
for our membership. 

"Naturally, In the initial stages, we 
have experienced all the trials aud 
troubles generally met with, but we are 
overcoming thoso necessary obstacles 
and soon hope to bn in tho same posi
tion to talk turkey to tho employers 
ns tho other old-limo railway brother
hoods and unions. 

"Our membership includes women 
and wo insist npon equal pay for equal 
work." 

Latest Proposal Is a Board 
Be Appointed in Ship

building Dispute 
Negotiations botwoen representatives 

of tho Metal Trades couacilg of Van
couver and Victoria with R. P. Butch
art, chairman of tho Imperial Munitions 
board representatives on this coast, 
ovor the 10 por cont. incrcaso granted 
in tho United States, and which it waa 
agreed by tho board here would be ap* 
plied to British Columbia shipyards, are 
still going on. Tho latest reports from 
Victoria are to the offect that Mr. But
chart wired to Sir Joseph Flavelle, head 
of the Imperial Munitions board, inti
mating that there was no " m o r a l " ob
ligation to pay tho additional increase 
aB paid in tho United States, and Sir 
Joseph took the cue and wired back he 
did not consider thero was any "mor
a l " obligation on the part of tho board 
to pay it. So he passed it along to 
Ministor of Labor Crothers, who. in 
turn, wrote suggesting thnt an arbitra
tion board bo appointed. This does not 
moot with tho desires of tho mon, who 
roquiro to know definitely just what 
tho munitions board intends to do about 
tho increase, upon which information 
being forthcoming, the shipbuilding 
trades will shape thoir own course ac
cordingly. 

Tho Labor repreeentatives have made 
a fair proposition. Tho whole question 
hinges on the 10 per cent, increase, ori
ginally granted by the United StatoB 
Shipping Board Emergency Fleet cor
poration as a bonus, but which became 
a straight, increase in pay on February 
3. Tho Canadian board agreed to od-
just tho wago wale in British Columbia 
on the basis of the agreement, reached 
with the Pacific coaBt yards of the 
Unitod Statos. Tbe Bhibuilding repre
sentatives aro only asking that the loeal 

I authoritioB live up to thoir agreement. 
Following ia a staement of the situ

ation in a nutshell: 
The statement submitted December 6, 

1»17, by tho United States Navy de
partment and tho United States Ship
ping Beard Emergency Fleet corpora
tion, following tho finding of the ad
justment board, the finding of whieh 
was accepted by tho workera undor pro
test ponding an appeal to Washington, 
was AB follows: " I n order to provido 
a propor stimulus to increase tho output 
of ships in the shipyards of tho Pacific 
coast, and in order to encourage men 
who livo at great distances to leave 
thoir homos and enter on sorvico in the 
shipyards, tho United States Shipping 
Bonrd Emergency Fleet corporation 
will pny to all employees of shipyards 
on tho Pacific coast, with the exception 
of those working under tho Soattle 
ngreement, a war servico payment of 10 
por cent, effective on and after Decem
ber 15, 1017, to all men who work for 
six coiiBccutivo dnys in any week a 
total of not loss than 48 hours, provided 
thnt mon prevented from working nn 
account of the elements, physical condi
tion or any unavoidable cause, will not 
lio denied tbe benefits provided for un
der this statement. Tho payment to bo 
computed on straight timo at tho mini
mum rate provided in the award nnd on 
February 1, 1918. a farthor stimulus to 
attract men to the shipbuilding Indus
try will bo provided by converting tho 
abovo to n permnnent increnso of 10 
per cent, on the adjustment beard rates, 
provided that nothing in this memor
andum shall prevent a rchonring of thiB 
matter by the wago adjustment board. 

For Six Months 
Tt is stipulated that for tho purposo 

of such rehearing, the award of the ad
justment board shnll bo considered as 
expiring at all Pacific coast plants six 
months from tho date at which tho 
award became effective in the Puget 
Round district, that IH, February 1, 
1018." 

It is on this statement that tho ship
yard workers on this side base their 
Inim, which they nssert is as clear ns 

daylight, in view of tho fact thnt the 
bonus, granted on December 1.1, became 

"straight increase" on Feb. 1. 
On tho other hand, the Imperial Mu

nitions bonrd look Upon the inerease as 
a bonus nnd rofuso to acknowledge that 
tho workers nn this side have a claim 
on the "straight increase." 

Petitioning Oovernment 
A petition is in circulation nmong 

Ihe lubor unions culling on the govern
ment to pass now laws with regard to 
Steam and Operating Engineers, mak
ing it harder for men who do not under
stand the business to get licenses and 
thus protect the lives of their fellow 
workers who, as at present, working 
with improperly trained men, are con
stantly In danger. 

The Old Btory 
Ubor In (irenl Britain says that tho war 

oxponioi nro not being paid i>y the wealthy 
an Ihey HIIMII.I bo nnrl in-.j-ts lhat It in 
Labor Unit in tanking all tin* Kccrlfln » whilo 
llio <ui.ili.lisl*. will K-'l «U thoBrneflt. That'i 
nn uld ntory. It iH ono U_m In heard in 
moro places thnn Oreat Url™ nad unloafc 
thero la II rndirnl Change in tKytnothods of 
tho profiteering Intereiti Jn AUIMJCH It in 

thnt will bn hoard oro lung In tn' 
try. Imbed, It In allotted horo, rf 
And In tho nunntiuio tho iirofltrt-it 

orry. Tlio wny thnt tho i 
lag bimb-niHii hnvo perfected tlieir c 

n whilo organiiod loggori have broil 
Kiifficieat of itself to ilinw that i 

can thoy "carry on" with Impunity b | 
llllVO IHlltk SaCCOHE ' 
•loll 
It 
I'l-i-li^l HfM''r operators wns prom 

presentation 
On Tuesday evening, l'te. Alex. PriceJ 

formerly u compositor employed 
Messrs. Cowan & BrookhoUBO, printer^ 
ami publishers, Homer and Dnusmuinf 
was presented with ti parse, com for i 
ably lilted with dollar bills, pud a boaf 
Li fill scarf pin, subscribed (for by 
linn, stall' and omployoes J at an . ' 
promplu gathering of thosd in lerej 
l'te. Price Sorvod hts 
wilh tho firm, and it wn 
tho presentation should ht 
by Mr. Hartley, who 
during the whole peri 
Pto. Prico feelingly 
preciation i: 
the gifts. 

l___ 


