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WAR, "PATRIOTISM" AND DIVIDEND! 

FieslAtat a. a redstatlea of labor, Wluae flews oa Ola Mat Vsaatea Have 
SHn Seat to Oil 'Age Veaaleas Committer at Ottawa. 

PRES. SVERTZ ON OLD AGE PENSION 
The committee on Old Age Pensions 

now sitting at Ottawa has written to 
President Siverts of the B. C, Federa­
tion ot Labor asking tor his views on 
the question. Following Is the reply 
of President Siverts: . 
Mr. Wr-Clouther, 

Clerk of Com. on Old Age Pensions, 
Ottawa. 

Dear Sir—Replying to yours of the 
115th' 'March, requesting my views on 
the question ot Old Age Pensions, I 
would have Uked to have complied 
with your request before this, but the 
limited time at my disposal as well as 
my desire to interview several parties 
whom I considered ln a position to 
give me statistical Information, whloh 
might be useful to the committee, has 
made this delay necessary, . 

I Have read with deep Interest-the 
copy of the preliminary report which 
you so kindly forwarded with your let­
ter. Many years ago I first had occa­
sion to give some thought to the sub­
ject of Old Age Pensions, and since 
then, I have wholly and unreservedly 
been in favor of the principle, and 
such opportunities as I have had to 
study the process of Industrial evolu­
tion In recent years, have only gone 
to confirm my earlier conclusions on 
the. subject, namely: that lt Is th.-
duty of the State to provide a non-
contrlbutary pension to the aged as a 
matter of right, 

My claim for this right Is based on 
tho following grounds: 

It Is a fact that a universal condi­
tion of poverty exists among the work­
ing classes, as a result of labor being 
treated as a commodity. Under exist­
ing conditions of production labor Is 
employed with the sole aim of bring­
ing profit to the employer. The oppor­

tunity to work Is given to the lowest 
bidder, consistent with thellrst object 
—profit. The natural result of this 
competition Is, that only the strong 
and best able, get a chance to toll, 
leaving the weak and aged to be re­
duced to destitution and ultimately to 
become a private burden or a public 
charge. This condition is the govern­
ing principle ln modern Industry, be­
ing the Inevitable result of private and. 
corporate control of the various proc­
esses of production, which, instead of 
being prosecuted with regard to the 
universal right to life and to satisfy 
human requirements, are only permit­
ted to operate provided profits.to the 
owner can be realised. 

The above situation Is actively sup­
ported and perpetuated by the state 
tint granting control ot the means of 
life to private Individuals and corpora­
tions and then maintaining Immigra­
tion efforts, which In turn create a 
surplus In the labor market, thus ac­
centuating the evils of competition 
among the workers for the privilege 
of eking out a living for themselves 
and rolling up profits tor the employer. 
Not to mention the partisan.attitude 
the State takes, from time to time, ln 
order to protect the values of the con­
cessions granted to the owners. 

In the Judgment of the writer, the 
above constitutes a duty on the part 
of the State to extend such aid as Is 
required to those In need, aa tt Is ln 
the first and last Instances responsi­
ble tor their misery. In connection 
with the above I wish to emphasise as 
my view, that the" qualifying term,, 
"deserving," should be struck out otl 
the phraseology of the committee, as 
all that are In need are deserving, so-

(Continued on Page Four.) 

. The organised labor and socialist 
movements have consistently opposed 
war and militarism, and have never 
ceased to point out. that war Is engi­
neered by capitalists for their per­
sonal profit at the expense of the lives 
ef the workers. For this action we 
have been lustily condemned by a capi­
talist press which knows too well that 
the Ignorant masses wtll believe any­
thing they Say as long as It Is wrap­
ped up in suitable Jingo clap-trap. 

At such times as the war spirit is 
abroad lt is sometimes more than a 
man's lite is worth to rear hltaaelf on 
his hind legs and tell the workers they 
are being fooled. And the godlike 
scribes ot the press bawl forth tor the 
edification ot hoodlum mobs tha-lnter-
estlng Information that we are Un­
patriotic, that we are against the best 
Interests of the nation, and that un­
less they want to see the country go 
to the "demnltlon bow-wows" the best 
thing they, can do Is to exercise that 
respect which they have for the divine 
right of free speech which their 
fathers- died for, by throwing us Into 
the nearest creek or horse trough aa a 
salutary leson for any who should have 
the temerity to follow our example. 

We have aaid a thousand times tbat 
wars are hot for the purpose ot Im­
proving the lot of the workers and If 
It were not for their appalling stupid­
ity and absolute Inability to see that 
which lies ln front of their nosee with­
out looking at. It cock-eyed, we should 
have convinced them by now. But their 
slave antecedents have left the work­
ers with a lusty desire to believe the 
things which their masters tell thm 
are true. Aad In this respect the work­
ers as a whole are mental loafers of 
the most pitiful kind, because the out­
come ot their refusal to exercise their 
minds on this question Is, that they 
and thousands of their kind sacrifice 
their lives tor their neglect. 

As a test of our contention, let any 
living worker try to produce proof of 
any material advantage which has 
come to his class as the result of any 
war which, has taken place within his 
recollection. We will even go further, 
and when he has searched his own 
meniory let him go to his father, and if 
he has one, hla grandfather too, and 
ask them to furnish him with argu­
ments tor his fool philosophy; and if 
he 6r his parternal relative's have 
enough Intelligence to recognise their 
own Interests he will come back like 
Noah's first dove—Without having 
found one place on which to stand. 

But lt is really funny to watch the 
way the workers fall for the same old 
lies which dribble from the lips ot 
their masters at war Ume. Even 
though they may have strangled the 
wages 'Of the workers down to the 
lowest possible level upon which they 

(By J.-W. Wilkinson) 
oan subsist consistent with ablUty to 
keep ' on producing the maximum 
amount of profits: yet as soon as they 
start to mouth their crude exhorta­
tions to blood-spilling, the workers 
hall them as "the bulwarks of our 
national prestige,'' and the "godlike 
guardians of our great and glorious 
heritage." If them *ere any proof 
that real civilisation and progress 
could be attained by war then It 
mlgbt.be to some extent Justified, but 
tbere Is nose. 

Just at the present time whilst so 
much talk of war between France and 
Germany and England Is In the air, 
the same high flown sophistry Is being 
practiced upon the workers of those 
countries. 

The blue-bloused tollers of France 
are being screwed up to the frensy 
pitch by reviving memories of the 
Sedan shambles, and fair pictures ot 
lost Alsace and Lorraine and the "re­
vanche" has been exalted to an emin­
ence more divine than was the holy 
sepulchre which Inspired the Crusad­
ers to rip up the bellies of the accursed 
Moslems: 

The workers or Germany are ex­
horted by reminder of Frederick the 
Oreat and the Imperial aspirations of 
Bismark and Moltke, which, resulted In 
the federation of the German princi­
palities which have, made a fabulous 
fortune for tbe daughter of Krupp and 
have produced the most picturesque 
advertising agent which hu ever sat 
on a European throne. 

Yet behind it all, tbe real sordldness 
and ugly details are so thickly crowd­
ed that even, now the scheming ot 
politicians with money Invested In 
enterprises which profit by war, can­
not prevent them from bursting 
through the thick shell of hypocrisy 
with which they are encased. 

The German newspapers, or at least 
some of them, whose editors have 
been forgotten In the distribution of 
advertising contracts or financial sub-
sidles are. exposing the details ot a 
wretched scheme of graft which'is go­
ing on in that country in connection*, 
with the sale of munitions and other 
things required for war. The German 
government has paid (115,000 for a 
piece of land to be used as an exercise 
ground at Essen.. The owners of the 
land got 125,000 tor lt, and some slick 
patriots ln between have "negotiated" 
the balance. 

Now there's a roar about lt, and 
perhaps'lt would be mean to suggest 
that the people who got the 126,000 
are making the row. In addition to 
that, the facts are being disclosed that 
the Krupp firm of armament manu­
facturers are financing war scares in 
both the French aid German news­
papers. 

These people, and scores more like 

them In England and elsewhere, -
the patriots ot modern times. So d" 
ly do they love progress and civil, 
tlon that they are prepared to det~ 
Europe In the blood of- the poor 
knighted fools who believe them^ 
order to make profits for sharet" 
ers. 

Saeh exposures are Invariably _ 
nected with all wars. In the trent 
of Bebastopol the English starved' 
lack of clothing and food, or diet 
Scutari through fever ridden bedu 
which could hot be replaced beer 
supplies which had been paid for i 
never supplied. And so on thro 
every great war down to the ST' 
African war where thousands of ho* 
and tons of fodder and* millions 
units of rations were sold over , 
over again or were never delivered 
were rotten, because the patriot!-
commerce wanted profits. Then VL, 
the white dupes bad left 30,000 of _ 
carcases to fatten the vultures of^ 
veldt In Older to make Sohth Af*j 
"a white man's country," the a 
commercial patriots swamped -
place with Chinamen—not beef 
they were Chinamen, but because t 
were cheap, which counts more r 
all else In the Manchester mint 
Great Britain's ruling class. "So *, 
they all, all honorable men." ' 

A hundred other Instances might-
quoted which bave made the % 
mention pf war to stink ln the nosL 
of all decent thinking people. But t 
they will go on until the people». 
be brought to see and underst[, 
This will not be by slobbering st, 
mentallsm dribbling from the mo., 
of simpering Insipid curates fatua, 
babbling "Peace* on Earth, good 
towards Men." . But by the masf. 
the people—who are the working c. 
—becoming Intelligent and OOOSCQ 
the fact that the life and lot of l_ 
kind Is the same all the world cj. 

According to strict lnterpretatlo 
economic taw lt may not be 1 i 
money which pays for War. But B 
their bodies Into which the death a 
Is driven. It Is their bodies l» 
which the bowels are ripped and j 
blood is spilled. It Is their wives j 
are made widows. Their chlls 
made fatherless and a charge on c 
ity. Their homes which are made j 
olate. They pay the price qf the c 
whilst their masters sit in the pfa 
of power erected on a foundation 
fools who died because "having j 
they saw not" and "having ears ,] 
did not hear." « 

"Think what-he's been 
Think what he's seen. 
Think of his pension— , 
And Gawd save the Queen." 

-KlDE 
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PLANS TO BRING LABOR 
BODIES IN CLOSER RELATION 

Men's Suits 
Spring Wear , | <6 1 R . Q O $15: 

In tweeds and 
guaranteed indigo dye, 
and guaranteed to retain 
their shape. Made with 
single breasted sacqiie 
ioat, with three button 

front and the Bartlett 
patent pocket, which pre­
vent the coat sagging at 
the side, and have the pop­
ularized seams and double 
stitched edges. Trousers 
are medium peg-top style, 
and have side buckle for 
adjusting the waist meas­
ure. They represent the 
greatest suit value ever of­
fered. Special for $15.00 

Hudson's Day Stores 
CORNER OF GRANVILLE AND GEORGIA 

R. Parm Pettipiece, editor ot the B. 
C. Federatlonalist, who has Just re 
turned from a tour pt the east, has 
been ln the city, explaining a compre­
hensive scheme which he has ln hand 
for cementing and vivifying the dlf-
erent lahor organisations . throughout 
the country. 

At a mass meeting last Sunday, Mr. 
Pettlplece explained the programme of 
operations, and throughout the week, 
tn company with A. Farmllo. secretary 
of the Trades and Labor Council, he 
haB been addressing meetings of the 
Individual tradeB unions, and person­
ally explaining to the members the 
value ot cooperation and Increased In­
terest ln the work ot the unions. 

It Is the object ot Mr. Pettipiece and 
his colleagues to create a bond of 
anion between the different provincial 
federations of labor, and to bring them 
Into closer and more personal touch 
with the federal labor congress cement­
ing the various organisations Into a 
corporate whole. The project Is cal­
culated to maintain interest ln the 
unions at a high pitch, and at the same 
time, to make possible the dissemina­
tion of valuable Information regarding 
conditions ot labor and .similar matters 
all over the country. 

Mr. Pettlplece hss another aim In 
view—the linking together of the vari­
ous papers throughout tho Dominion, 
which are devoted exclusively to labor 
matters. It is proposed to establish a 
central news agency ln Ottawa, to 
which reports would be sent In weekly 
by correspondents all over the coun­
try, and distributed ln magaslne sec­
tion form to the papers taking the 
service.—Edmonton Dally Capital. 

Mr. Pettlplece returned to Vancou­
ver this week and wtll assume his 
duties on The Federatlonist next 
week. 

The special edition of The Alberta 
Federatlonist Is now well under way 
and will probably be off the press some 
time In June, having been delayed 
somewhat by the destruction of the 
office of The Morning Albertan last 
week, In which offlce the mechanical 
work was done., 

Mr. Fuller, ot the Associated Labor 
Press, and his crew Is now In Wlnnl 
neg and have begun the work of get-
tine out a Labor Day special edition 
of The Voice. 

The labor Temnle special of the 
Fort William and Port Arthur Wage-
Earner Is due to appear this week. 

Arrangements for the publication ot 
Messrs, Pettlnlece and Fuller's man-
sine section, to be supplied to the la­
bor press of Canada from Ottawa, Is 
well under way and should be an 
accomplished fact before the end of 
the present year. 

BRICKLAYERS TO VOTE ON 
AFFILIATION WITH A. F. OF L. 

Special Convention of Dlstriot 18 
According to statements appearing 

In the Alberta newspapers, a special 
convention of District 18 of the United 
Mine Workers of America Is to be held 
shortly. It Is stated that requests tor 
such a convention have been received 
from a sufficient number of locals to 
make It constitutional. The object of 
the convention will be to discuss, 
among other things, the attitude taken 
by the offlrers of the district In con­
nection with the recent elections ln 
Alberta, 

For Borne years the Bricklayers and 
Masons' International Union has been, 
an Isolated organisation, as tar as its 
affiliation to the rest pf the American 
labor movement Is concerned. On five 
or six different occasions lu the past 
has a referendum been submitted to 
affiliate to the American Federation of 
Labor, only to be defeated. 

At the last convention, at St, Joseph, 
Mo, the matter was again ordered re­
ferred to the membership, and the vote 
is now being taken. The officers of 
the International are In favor of the 
affiliation, as evidenced by tbe current 
number of the bricklayers' official 
Journal, which edltorally says: 

"The question of affiliation with the 
American Federation of Labor, as or­
dered by the St. Joe Convention, will 
within the next two months be submit­
ted to subordinate unions for another 
vote. The queetion Is of serious mo­
ment to our International Union. A 
thousand times more BO than when 
submitted at various times In the past. 
During the past ten years there have 
been many changes In building con­
struction, until today we are beset on 
all sides with questions of Jurisdiction 
over certain work. These claims come 
both from the newer and the older or­
ganisations chartered by the A. F. of 
L„ and are a result of the changing of. 
their classification of work, whereby 
they seek to grab.a little more work 
tor themselves at our expense. 

"Our affiliation with the American 
Federation of Labor and Building 
Trades Department of America will 
not clear away the Jurisdictional trou­
bles tbat have been and are now being 
forced upon us by other trades who 
attempt to steal from us our various 
brannches of work and Incorporate 
same In their own classification. These 
we shall have to adjust ourselves. 
Affiliation would stop all further en­
croachments, however, and In the old 
disputes we would be enabled thereby 
to protect our rights more even-hand-
ed" In other words, the rest of the 
trades would not be pitted against us, 
and this would be something gained, 
and a very Important gain ln so far 
as the position of the Involved employ­
er IB concerned. 

"If affiliation ts again turned down by 
our union, there Is only one pther re­
course for us, and that Is that the next 
convention empower Its executive offi­
cers to form, say, with five structural 
trades, an offensive and defensive alli­
ance. Which shall It bet In our opin­
ion affiliation Is the proper procedure. 
We belong to and should be an active 
part of the great American labor move-

HHMHB 

NEW WESTMINSTER TO INAUC 
ATE DAY LABOR s 

• • « 

Mayor Gray of New Westmlrs 
makes the statement that he hope-
a few days to announce that the B 
council has decided that In future: 
olty work will ln future be carrledt 
by day Instead of contract labor. -« 

Sewer work, cement sidewalks 
the grading of all. streets, inclu 
those on which permanent paving . 
be laid, are included ln the daje 
bar programme which, the m_ 
states, haa been favorably conslde 
by the council. Two or three moc 
must elapse before this can be-
rattged for. . 

While tbe day work plan wlllc 
tail the purchase of plant, his wora 
states that It Is not the Intention 
Incur any large initial expense in 
connection. A small outlay will su[4 
for a beginning and the nucleus l 
formed can be added to from tlm^ 
time as required in the prosecu .̂ 
of the work. The natural saving 
the difference between the actual t. 
of the work and the contractor's vr_ 
tt is expected should provide the fiL, 
for a complete city plant. 

BUTTE MINERS KILLED " 

Five men. were killed In an accli*,, 
last Wednesday at the Leonard ni 
an Amalgamated Cqpper propej 
when William Peters engineer, _ 
control of one of the big hoisting 
glues, which flew to pieces, caut. 
one cage, on which were four n 
to drop 2200 feet, and another cage 
which were eight miners, to drop 
feet. Seven men sustained Injunj 

of which Is believed will ret; 

Union Label League Notice 
All unions are earnestly reouested 

to send delegates to tbe meetings of 
the Trade Union Libel League, wblch 
ere held In the Labor Temple on the 
flrat and second Tuesdays of each 
month at 8 p.m. prompt, A. Living­
stone, saoretary. 

Lathers Are Organising 
The local lathers are making great 

efforts to Improve the poor conditions 
under which they have been working 
for the past year. J. B. Bowen, or­
ganizer for the Lathers' Union, and 
flrst vice-president ot the California 
State Building Trades Council, Is now 
In the city endeavoring to put the 
lathers back on their former basis. 
Tbe Initiation fee has been reduced 
to.J2.50 and the charter Is open for 
two weeks at that rate aa an Induce 
ment for backsliders and those who 
have never belonged to the union to 
Join up. The regular meeting of the 
lathers will take place In the Labor 
Temple next Monday, April 28th, at 8 
p.m., when all lathers will be wel­
come. This effort ot the lathers con­
cerns tbe material Interests of the non­
union men Just as much as it does 
those who are members, for It re­
solves itself into a straight question 
ot wages. 

none i 
fatally. 

The accident was one of the most51 

markable ln tbe history of the Br 
camp. The first cage, whlcn fell •<* 
feet, descended so fast Hint It bul' 
the sides of the shaft outward tow 
the other compartment, tending * 
choke that shaft and retard the fal"" 
the second cage. 

The heavy wire cable, flapping I 
a tall to a kite, flipped over Into **• 
second compartment, and tangling \r* 
the falling cage ln that coinpnrtmF' 
also tended to check Its fall, affi 
Ing the dogs a chance Bllghtly to*-
tard Its fall. The first cage started* 
tall from the surface, and every iV 
aboard was killed nnd crushed to>: 
unrecognizable mass. The aojond cP 
started at the 1,400 level an Inst 
utter the first cage had Hushed J 
leaving a streak of friction lire, -

Every Injured man aboard the ca; 
sustained broken legs. The bodies* 
th four aboard the first cage to » 
were taken out piecemeal, it be** 
necessary to saw off less and arms 
order to liberate the bodies from 'a 
debris of the cage. 

-i 
LYNCH FOR PUBLIC PRINTED 

' _• 
It Is announced thnt President \f; 

son has practically decided to na^ 
James M. Lynch, president of m 
International Typographical Unl 
as public printer and to have o~ 
plete charge of tho big governing 
prlntery In Washington. 
''Mr. Lynch Is probnblly the li t 
known printer In the States tod^ 
He has served 10 years as the el 
executive of the powerful prlnty. 
organization. « 

Miners Meeting at Nanalmo •, 
A mass meeting of all trade untj 

lets will be held In the Opera Hoi£ 
Nanalmo, on Sunday evening nextj, 
8 p.m., to consider how the mln€ 
and others of Nanalmo can best ( 
operate with the mlnerB of Ladysb\j 
when they hold their May Day dem 
stratlon and sports at Ladysmlth 


