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The Lieutenant - Governors
of British Columbia

D. A. McGREGOK

In Vice-regal
Service
British Columbia's vice-regal
representatives, from earliest colonial days to the present, have
been surrounded by traditional
ceremony and a modest degree
of pageantry related to their office;
but human qualities have shone
through the austerities of their
Position. Most were highly respected for their dedication to
duty and their hospitality and
were makers of a tradition of public service.
Mr. McGregor's book, which
assembles for the first time the
story of Government House,
treats of the human aspects of
the inhabitants of the vice-regal
residence.
Over the years, famous guests
and countless Citizens from all
walks of life have crossed the
threshold of Government House.
This volume will bring Government House scenes to their recollection. For those who have never
visited there, it will serve to acquaint them with what is by far
the most famous of the provincial
government mansions in Canada
and with its eminent occupants.
Acknowledged by the author of
this volume is the research done
by the late B. A. McKelvie - historian and former colleague on
the editorial staff of the Vancouver
Province - and the assistance of
Willard Ireland, Provincial Archivist and Librarian.
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FOREWORD
BY T H E H O N . CLARENCE WALLACE
W H E N I WAS appointed Lieutenant-Governor of British Co*
lumbia in 1950, I looked about for a book or brochure which
would give me some idea of the place I was to dwell in for
the next five years and the sort of life I would be expected to
Ihre. N o such volume came my way, and I was told there
was none. There was no Script to serve as a guide — no
score that I could read and practice on. I was expected to move
into Government House with my wife and from there on, we
would have to "play it by ear".
And that is what we did. Nor had we been alone. There
had been five Governors before us in colonial days and seventeen
Lieutenant'Governors since the Province joined Confederation
and no one of them had been favoured with any more Information
about bis predecessors or what their worries or satisfactions had
been, what battles they had fought or what dangers or adventures
they had faced than he could pick up from the newspapers or
than he could gain from conversation with students of history.
It was all in the Archives, I was told, if I could find the time
to dig it up. And the members of the Archives staff would be
happy to help me.
Well, in my five years in Government House, I found the
big house on the rock below Rockland Avenue, with its everchanging, ever^inspiring view and its attractive gardens and spa*
(ix)

cious rooms a lovely place in which to live and work. I heard
many a story, too, about the Big House and the people who
had lived in it. But I never found time to accept the kind
offer of the Archives people and check these legends which,
as I discovered, were beginning to gather about the place.
Now, happily, the next appointees to Government House will
not be expected to dig for themselves. They will have "They Gave
Royal Assen:" to peruse. Here they will find — not all the
information that can be gathered about Government House and
its past inhabitants — but as much as can be cömpressed into
one compact volume.
Herewith the interesting story with its portraits and fine old
illustrations to give the reader the history of British Columbia's
Government House.
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PREFACE

AND

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

to British Columbia in 1805, when Simon Fräser
and his Nor'Westers founded Fort Fräser by McLeod Lake in
the wilderness of the Rocky Mountain Trench. The nucleus
of settlement was established when the Hudson's Bay Company
built Fort Langley on the Lower Fräser in 1827. Organized
government has been with us since Richard Blanshard read his
commission to a handful of für traders and naval men at Fort
Victoria in 1849, and responsible government came with Confederation in 1871.
Through the 118 years since Blanshard, our people have
worked under the guidance — sometimes wise and sometimes
not so wise — of five Governors appointed from London and
twenty Lieutenant'Governors chosen by Ottawa. It is a remarkable
fact, not generally realized, that of these twenty-five administrators,
all but the first two — Richard Blanshard and James Douglas —
have lived and laboured on the same lofty rock off Rockland
Avenue in Victoria with its gorgeous and inspiring view of the
Olympic Mountains.
Of the five royal governors, Blanshard and Seymour were
English, Kennedy was Irish, Musgrave was born in the British
West Indies. Though there has been much argument as to whether
James Douglas was a native of Scotland or Demerara, the problem
remains unsolved.
TRADE CAME
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Of the Lieutenant-Governors, ten came from the British Isles.
Trutch, Cornwall, Dewdney, Prior, Johnson and Pearkes were
born in England, Nelson was Irish and Paterson, Bruce and Ross
were Scottish. Banks was born in New Zealand of English parentage. Dunsmuir was born in Washington Territory while his
parents were on their way from Scotland to Vancouver Island.
The other seven were Canadian. Richards, Barnard, Nichol and
Woodward were born in Ontario, Maclnnes in Nova Scotia,
Hamber in Manitoba. Wallace is the sole native son of British
Columbia.
Not important as administrators, but highly important from a
society point of view have been the chatelaines of Government
House. There have been twenty-five of these, for though Richard
Blanshard, the first Governor, was a bachelor and Hon. Randolph
Bruce was a widower, the latter had the assistance of two devoted
nieces, Miss Helen MacKenzie and her sister, Margaret.
Lady Douglas, born at Fort Churchill on Hudson Bay where
her father, William Connolly, a wintering partner with the North
West Company, was stationed, came from farthest North. Mrs.
Edgar Dewdney, born in Ceylon, where her father was a tea
planter, was from farthest South. As noted in the text, five of the
ladies were Americans. Mrs. Kennedy, Mrs. Seymour and Mrs.
Cornwall were English. The two Miss MacKenzies were Scottish.
Mrs. Banks was French. The other twelve were Canadian-born,
most of them from Ontario or British Columbia, Lady Joly from
Quebec.
As the British Columbia administrators all played their parts
in the public eye, a great deal has been written about them over
the years. Much has been written, too, about the various houses—
all on the same site — in which all but the first two lived. It is
the aim of this volume to collate this information — to create at
least an approach to what the radio people call "continuity", so
that British Columbians may be able to view the development
of the government of their province as a series of pictures that
(xii)

dissolve into one another rather than as a series of explosions.
In presenting his compilation, the author must, of course,
acknowledge the highly valuäble assistance he has received from
various people who have dug into British Columbia's past and
have written and spoken about it, mostly in talks or lectures or
fugitive pieces. Many of these writers have been either colleagues
or friends.
Chief among these were Judge F. W. Howay and Bruce A.
McKelvie, both of whom were not only writers and researchers
in libraries and collectors of artifacts and documents but workers
in the rougher terrain of history. Judge Howay, before advancing
years put a period to his adventuring, used to explore the British
Columbia Coast in his motor cruiser and took delight in establish'
ing the exact position of old'time forts and campsites by seeking
out their foundations and chimney'bases. Bruce McKelvie interested himself in preserving historic sites from violation or spoliation.
He was also able, by deduction and hard work to find the exact
spot on Nigei Island where James Strange, the für trader from
India, buried some pieces of copper and iron in 1786 when he
took possession of the area for King George III. McKelvie was
able, too, to rescue and return to the Provincial Archives a lost
Indian treaty — the one Govenor Seymour persuaded the Nass
and Tsimpsean Indians to sign and which he witnessed shortly
before his death.
Another historian to whom the author owes a debt is R. E.
Gosnell, who, in the years following the first world war wrote
a series of studies of the lives of early British Columbia Governors
and Premiers. British Columbia also owes Gosnell a debt it can
never repay now and which it made little effort to repay when
it could; for it was his zeal that laid the foundation of the Provincial
Library, throwing in, as a Start, his own collection of valuäble
books as well as irreplaceable flies of old'time newspapers.
Two other men whose researches into and comments on
British Columbia's history have proven invaluable are James
(xiii)

Morton and James K. Nesbitt. Mr. Morton, a long-time news*
paperman and secretary to two Premiers, died recently at Victoria
in his 98m year. Mr. Nesbitt, happily, is still very much alive. A
native son of Victoria, he has an irrepressible passion for stories of
Victoria and has written and published hundreds of columns of
them. More columns are Coming, too, each week, and the well
from which he draws seems inexhaustible.
Highly worthy of thanks, too, has been the assistance given
by Mr. Willard Ireland, Provincial Librarian and Archivist, and
his keen'eyed staff who have not only read the manuscript, pointed
out errors and made suggestions but have collaborated in selecting
material for illustrations.
Lest some reader may wonder whence this volume derived its
title it may be added that once or twice during each Session of the
Legislature, His Honour, the Lieutenant-Governor, comes down
to the Legislative Chamber and, in a brief but colourful ceremony
gives the Sovereign's assent to such Bills as the legislators have
passed. With this Royal Assent, the Bills become Acts.
Credit must be given to the Provincial Archives for all but a
few of the portraits and photographs in the volume.
D. A. MCGREGOR
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INTRODUCTION

is a child of the Oregon Treaty. As the
Eighteenth Century was fading and the Nineteenth Century was
dawning, four nations were striving for possession of the territory
now embraced in Canada's Pacific Coast Province and the
American states west of the Rocky Mountains. Russia had filed
claims to the North, and Spain to the South while Great Britain
and the United States were reaching for the centre. Britain was
interested enough in the Northwest Passage to offer a reward
of £20,000 to any navigator who might find it and to send
expeditions headed by Cook and Vancouver to examine the
western shore. The United States was dickering with Napoleon
for the purchase of Louisiana and despatching the Lewis and
Clark party to find out just what lay beyond. War threatened
more than once over the Pacific lands, but wiser counsel prevailed.
Spain withdrew, the Russians sold out. The British and Americans
compromised and divided the area they claimed. Today, the
Americans are in possession North and South while the Centre
is in the hands of the Canadians, the heirs of the British.
From 1828, when the FortyNinth Parallel became the
boundary between the American territory and the British as far
west as the Rocky Mountains, the area between Alaska and
Mexico was held by the two nations as a sort of uneasy con*
dominium. Neither would relinquish its claim; neither could push
BRITISH COLUMBIA
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the other out. Then came the Oregon Treaty, which divided
the territory west of the mountains, making the FortyNinth
Parallel the dividing line west to tidewater but assigning all of
Vancouver Island to the British. The Oregon Treaty was the
spark that gave British Columbia birth.
The für companies and the independent traders were the
pioneers of the new land as their predecessors had been in so
many areas of the continent — the Nor'Westers from Montreal,
the Hudson's Bay Company from Great Britain, the Astorians
from New York, the Maritime Traders from New England.
They opened the way, made trails, worked up trade, found markets.
Then the trickle of settlement came, followed by the tide and
all we know today.
The Nor'Westers were across the Mountains almost from the
beginning of the Nineteenth Century. The Hudson's Bay
Company joined them after the amalgamation in 1821 and
secured the exclusive right to trade with the Indians west of the
Rockies. The British Government realized, after the Oregon
agreement, that it had lost out in Oregon by its failure to emphasize settlement. It would not make that mistake again. By
1849 fr n a d made a bargain with the Hudson's Bay Company
which had established itself at Fort Victoria in 1843. The
Company received a grant of the whole Island for seven Shillings
a year and undertook to promote settlement.
The idea of settlement, which would bring people, suggested
the need of an administration — a Government. The Hudson's
Bay Company would have accepted the responsibility for
government, too, and would even have met the initial expense.
In its Chief Factor at Fort Victoria it had a man it could trust
and suggested James Douglas as Governor. The Colonial Office
was less than enthusiastic. Apparently, it did not want a Hudson's
Bay official as Governor but was willing to have the Company
suggest someone.
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RICHARD BLANSHARD

Richard Blanshard came in. The Hudson's
Bay Company nominated him to be Governor of Vancouver
Island and the Colonial Office agreed. Blanshard was a young
London lawyer, somewhat travelled, but with no experience
whatever of colonial administration and described as a man of
| great intelligence and respectability."
It was made piain to him that the new colony had no money;
so there would be no salary at first. But this seems not to have
worried the young man, who was eager to Start on a career
as a colonial administrator and wished to gain experience. He
accepted the position offered him and in due course arrived at
Fort Victoria.
It was early in March, the ground was covered with snow
and though a seventeen'gun salute was fired as the new Governor
landed from Her Majesty's Paddle Sloop Driver, which had
brought him from Panama, the reception accorded him was a
rather chilly one. The Company at the Fort, where he read his
commission, consisted of naval officers and Hudson's Bay officials.
James Douglas, who had expected to be Governor himself, exTHIS IS WHERE
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tended the welcome and seems to have found a grim satisfaction
in telling the new arrival that the house being built for him
was not yet ready and there was no place for him to stay.
Disconcerted, Blanshard went back to H.M.S. Driver and
that was his home for some days. It was not a very convenient
home. There was no room for the Governor's staff; but, then,
Blanshard did not have a staff or any means of paying one.
Besides, the Driver had chores to do and couldn't remain at
anchor by the Fort awaiting her new guest's pleasure. She had
to cross to Fort Nisqually to pick up some cattle and Blanshard
went along. A few days later, she had to go north to Fort
Rupert on a disciplinary errand connected with some Indian misbehavior and the Governor went there, too. When the Driver
was called farther afield, Blanshard was given a room in one
of the buildings inside the Fort palisade. But there he was the
guest of the Hudson's Bay Company and didn't like it. The
Hudson's Bay people were inclined to regard him as a nuisance
and quite the reverse of important. But Blanshard had this
importance: his Coming to Victoria marks the beginning of British
rule in western America.
In the summer of 1850, what must rank as the first official
tour of a Vancouver Island Governor took place and proved
to be a highly adventurous and not very pleasant one. A number
of sailors who had deserted from the Hudson's Bay ship Norman
Morison, hoping to reach the California goldfields, had been
murdered by Indians while hiding in the woods near Fort Rupert,
the northern coal mine, awaiting transportation. Blanshard at Fort
Victoria arranged for H.M.S. Daedalus to go north on a punitive
expedition and went along himself. The expedition was not a
success and the Commander of the ship, finding himself short
of supplies, decided to return to San Francisco. As the ship
was not going to call at Victoria, Blanshard could not accompany
it. In short, he found himself left on the beach at Fort Rupert
and had to make his way back to Victoria with a party of Indians

•*>

In the Days of the Für Trade
in a canoe. Blanshard was in poor health and the journey, which
lasted a month and involved considerable hardship, must have
been both trying and dangerous.
By fall, the "House" which was being prepared for the Governor
was ready and Blanshard moved in, not very much impressed,
though Douglas told him it was "the best house in Oregon",
meaning all the great West. The House was situated at the
corner of Government and Yates streets in Victoria, where the
Federal Building and Post Office stand today. No description
of the Blanshard House is available, though a note in the Public
Works Book says it was "faced with planed shingles." If it was
faced with shingles, it was probably not built in the typical
Hudson's Bay style — a piain box of squared logs with hewn
corner posts. Douglas' own home in the James Bay area was
not built in this style.
111, frustrated, made to feel an interloper, Blanshard complained
whenever he could to his superiors in England. Finding no relief
and little sympathy, he resigned soon after his Daedalus adventure
and, as soon as he could find a ship, returned to England. He
had been Governor about eight months. Before leaving, he
appointed a Council of Three to advise the Governor: James
Douglas, John Tod and James Cooper.
JAMES DOUGLAS

second Governor was James Douglas,
Chief Factor of the Hudson's Bay Company and a member of
the Council Governor Blanshard had appointed before his de"
parture. Douglas, unlike his predecessor, had no problems of
housing or staff or finance. As chief Hudson's Bay officer, he
had his home and office within the Fort. In his administrative
work he could use the Company's personnel and the Company's
resources were in his hands. In his administration, he was pretty
much of an autocrat, but he made use of the Council Blanshard
VANCOUVER ISLAND'S
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had left him, appointing Roderick Finlayson to take his own
place when he moved up to be Governor. In 1856, too,
following instructions, he arranged for the election of an Assembly
of six members. The first supply bill this Assembly passed was
for £130, principally for salaries and for stationery, light, heating
and furnishing.1
In his days as Governor, Douglas provided not only his own
house and office; when an Assembly had been elected he provided
it with a meeting place in the mess room of "Bachelors' Hall"
within the Fort. Sometimes, too, he entertained the members
to lunch. And after lunch there were churchwardens' pipes and
draughts of sherry. But when Douglas erected a number of new
government buildings, popularly called "The Bird Cages" across
James Bay and facing the Fort, the Assembly criticised him
severely on the ground of expense and because the Assembly
meeting place had been removed so far from the business section
of the City. But the members need not have worried for the
Hudson's Bay Company footed the Bird Cages bill. Later the
Imperial Government re-imbursed the Company.
When the Crown Colony of British Columbia was organized
in 1858 with Douglas as Governor, Douglas remained Governor
of Vancouver Island but dropped his connection with the
Hudson's Bay Company. He still had his own home, for when
he moved out of the Fort it was into a comfortable house he
had erected on a site across James Bay.2
The Colonial Secretary had suggested giving British Columbia
the same sort of Assembly as the Island was enjoying but had
been persuaded not to insist on this until the population, which
consisted principally of prospectors, became more stable. Judge
Begbie had reported after a survey, "There can hardly be said
to be any fixed population of a hundred people at any point.
1
2

It is interesting to note that the 1967 supply bill was for $739,000,000.
This site is now occupied by the new Centennial Museum'Archives
complex.

In the Days of the Für Trade
Everybody, everywhere, is merely encamped". As a consequence,
British Columbia got no Assembly but a Legislative Council of
fifteen, consisting of one third government officials, one third
magistrates and one third elected members. This Council was
set up under an Act of the Imperial Parliament passed on July
28, 1863 and was convoked only once during Douglas' term of
office, on January 22, 1864, in the barracks of the Royal
Engineers at Sapperton.
When New Westminster was decided upon as the capital of
the Crown Colony of British Columbia and the Royal Engineers
settled into camp at Sapperton, they built a substantial house for
Colonel R. C. Moody, their commanding officer, on the groünds
afterwards occupied by the federal penitentiary. This became the
Government House of the Mainland colony and James Douglas
used it as such while he was Governor. He had his residence
at Victoria, but from time to time he and his official family
crossed to New Westminster and occupied the Moody house.
At other times, Colonel Moody had possession.
Governor Douglas was in New Westminster, of course, for
the first meeting of the Legislative Council and in the following
weeks returned several times. In the early months of 1864, he
took leave of both the colonies he had governed and was the
recipient of many compliments. There were complimentary ban*
quets at both Victoria and New Westminster. A memorial praising
his administration was forwarded to the Colonial office by the
inhabitants of Vancouver Island and there were addresses from
Victoria bankers, merchants and professional men and from public
and semi-public organizations. But the one that seemed to please
Douglas most was one presented at New Westminster and signed
by 900 common folk of the Mainland. In this address the
signatories expressed their gratitude to the retiring Governor be"
cause, as they put it, his administration had been useful and upright;
because he had used the power of his Sovereign for good and
not for evil; because his justice had been even-handed and he
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had wronged and oppressed no man. To Douglas the address
apparently came as a surprise and touched him deeply.
In temperament, Douglas was an autocrat and all his training
and experience led him to favour personal and autocratic rule.
He had little confidence in or patience with representative institutions, though he used them to some extent when pressure in
their favour forced his hand. He took no part in the controversy
over the union of Island and Mainland, but he disliked the idea
intensely and on two occasions at least expressed his opinion
of it privately. On November 19, 1866, the day the Union
became effective, he inserted an entry in the diary of his daughter
Martha, then twelve years of age:
"The union of Vancouver Island and British Colunv
bia was proclaimed today. The ships of war fired a
salute on the occasion. A funeral procession with
minute guns would have been more appropriate to the
sad, melancholy event."
A few months later he mentioned the Union in a letter to
another daughter, then living in Scotland: —
"It makes me savage even to think of the ruin this
measure will lead to. This poor colony (the Island)
now lies prostrate and bleeding at every pore. Gar"
rotting is far too good for the stupid Assembly that
passed the fatal, unconditional union resolutions."
On the controversy as to whether the capital of the united
colony should be Victoria or New Westminster, Douglas stood
strongly for Victoria, which he described as "the heart and life
of the colony." In the debate on Confederation — whether British
Columbia should become a province of Canada — Sir James
seems to have taken no part, but his son-hvlaw, Dr. J. S.
Helmcken, was strongly opposed at first though he afterwards
became one of the men who brought B.C. into the Dominion.
Douglas has been called the Father of British Columbia and
no one has a better claim to the title. He actually brought
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the Province into being, first the Island, then the Mainland.
Through his commercial strategy — establishing his Company's
headquarters at Fort Victoria while the opportunity offered —
he probably saved Vancouver Island for the British connection.
Without Victoria it could have gone with Oregon. Also, by insist*
ing on British law and British rule on the Mainland when the
tide of California prospectors came flooding in, he kept British
Columbia from going American and made possible a Canada
with "the wholesome sea" at both her gates. As Dr. Margaret
Ormsby points out, by substituting the Fräser for the Columbia
as the Gold Colony's main artery of commerce, he stopped the
southward drain of the colony's resources while, by building the
Cariboo Road he solved the problem of Communications when
it desperately needed a Solution. And, as Dr. Sage reminds us,
as early as 1863 he was urging on the Colonial office the con*
struction of a wagon road connecting British Columbia with
the Red River Settlement. It is usual to give Douglas credit for
the Cariboo Road; it is of more than passing interest to know
that he had visions of the Trans-Canada, too.

LEADING

UP TO

C ONFE D E R AT I O N

ARTHUR EDWARD KENNEDY
DURING SEVERAL years, while James Douglas was still Governor

of both Island and Mainland, petitions and memorials had been
going to London asking for separate Governors and administrations.
The Colonial Office, hoping to achieve more economy and
greater efficiency at the same time, had been planning to unite
the two colonies more closely — not separate them. But the
expressions of mutual hostility in the memorials were so outspoken
that the Colonial Secretary hesitated. Meanwhile he appointed
two Governors to succeed James Douglas, Arthur Edward
Kennedy for Vancouver Island and Frederick Seymour for British
Columbia. So it happened that in the early days of 1864 t n e r e
were three Governors or Governors'to'be in or about Victoria:
James Douglas — Sir James, now, having received a K.C.B.
as a reward for his distinguished Services — was retiring but
lingered superfluous on the stage while Kennedy and Seymour
were waiting to take over at the proper moment.
Arthur Edward Kennedy had been born in County Down
and educated at Trinity College, Dublin. After twenty years in
the Army he had held positions as Governor in Gambia, Sierra
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Leone and Western Australia before Coming to Vancouver Island.
Kennedy received an uproarious welcome when he arrived in
Victoria with his wife and two daughters. There were flags and
arches all about and he was met at the landing place by bands,
red-shirted firemen and Mayor Harris with a welcoming speech,
for Victoria had been incorporated as a city just two years before.
There was a procession, but after the procession there was no
place for the new Governor to go except the St. Georges Hotel.
Governor Kennedy soon tired of his cramped hotel quarters
and asked the Assembly to provide him with an adequate Government House. He had also been authorized by his superiors in
England to have the Assembly accept his civil list and provide
salaries for his officials. The Assembly was a good deal less than
co-operative. It had never received such requests from the previous
Governor, James Douglas, and, led by Amor de Cosmos, who
had founded The Cohnist in 1858 (though he was no longer in
control of it) and by Dr. J. S. Helmcken, Mr. Speaker, and
Douglas' son-in-law, refused to provide either residence or official
salaries. The Colonist was highly critical of the Assembly's action,
calling it "the most wanton piece of discourtesy that could be
exhibited to an English Governor". Mayor Harris, who had led
the enthusiastic welcome tendered the Governor on his arrival,
was highly indignant and called a public meeting of protest at
which he presided. The meeting was a rowdy one and neither
De Cosmos nor Helmcken was allowed to speak. But the Assembly
stood its ground.
The Government House controversy gave rise to considerable
excitement in Victoria, and several large propertyowners tried to
interest the Assembly in a site for an official residence. An offer
even came from Nanaimo, whose people apparently had some
hope that the capital might be moved there.
Meanwhile, the Governor, finding his hotel quarters impossible,
leased Fairfield House, the home of J. W. Trutch, who had
gone on a visit to England. Fairfield House was a commodious
10

T*s

Leading Up to Confederation
private residence but by no means large enough for official use
and the Governor wrote the newspapers pointing out that, owing
to lack of accommodation, he would be unable to hold an official
reception. He kept looking about and pressing the Assembly, too.
It was rumoured that he had his eye on Cary Castle, a spectacular
property overlooking Juan de Fuca Strait. The rumour was denied
and the argument went on in the Assembly. Then, suddenly, it
seemed, Cary Castle came on the market. Its owner was George
Hunter Cary, a picturesque andflamboyantyoung English lawyer
who had come to the Colony in 1859 a n ^ had his finger in
a number of things. He represented Victoria town through the
four sessions of Vancouver Island's second Legislative Assembly
from March, 1860, to February, 1863, and was also attorney*
general in Governor Douglas' administration from September, 1863
to August, 1864. Besides his official work, he had a good legal
practice and so a large income. He speculated in Cariboo mines
and made a lot of money, then lost heavily. At the Victoria
lawcourts, he was regarded as an unstable character. He could
not endure Opposition and was always quarrelling with his fellow
lawyers, saying the most unforgivable things about them and to
them. Once he was challenged to a duel and while the seconds
were preparing for a meeting on San Juan Island, he was arrested
and bound over to keep the peace. He was arrested more than
once, for violating the Victoria traffic bylaws, galloping his horse
on the sidewalk and on the none-tocstable James Bay bridge.
Not long after Coming to Victoria, Cary had purchased a
large and desirable home^site on the height south of Rockland
Avenue with a wonderful view across Juan de Fuca Strait to the
snowcapped Olympic Mountains and there began the erection
of a home. The building was an ambitious and massive one of
stone with a round tower and crenellations and had the appearance
of an ancient fortalice. It was so pretentious in appearance and
so out of place in little Victoria that the public, not forgetting
the owner's eccentricities, nicknamed it "Cary Castle." Cary
11
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lived in the Castle for a short time, his conduct growing more
eccentric and at length he lost his mind and his position on the
Executive Council and the mortgagee took over the property.
It did not remain long on his hands, being purchased for $19,000
by Mrs. Miles, a wealthy Victoria widow. Mrs. Miles re-named
the house "Stoneleigh" and lived in it for a short time, then
sold it to Governor Kennedy. Some months before, the Assembly
had yielded to the Governor's importunities and voted $50,000
to provide him with a home. Then, when the Governor had
bought "Stoneleigh", an arrangement was made for some recon*
struction, the Assembly agreeing to take over the property and foot
the bill. Work was begun on the house and in July, 1864,
the Governor and his family moved in.
Governor Kennedy and his family occupied their practically
new Government House for the next two years, or until the
Governor's term ended. Having an adequate home, now, and two
very presentable daughters in their early twenties, the Kennedys
entertained lavishly and Mrs. Kennedy became Victoria's principal
hostess. The ball she gave after moving into her new home
was the biggest and gayest Victoria had known up to this time.
Esquimalt had been for some years a naval base. British warships
were always Coming and going and naval oflicers were welcome
at Government House and in other substantial Victoria homes.
The Kennedy girls were pretty, talented and gay. They loved
parties and were squired by young officers from Esquimalt and
young blades from the city. One of the Victoria youths went
too far. He ventured to serenade Georgina, the younger Kennedy
daughter, at Cary Castle and the Governor had him arrested
as a dangerous lunatic. Lord Gilford, captain of H.M.S.
Tribüne, stationed at Esquimalt, had better luck. He married
the eider daughter, Elizabeth Henrietta, and presently she became
Countess of Clanwilliam. Elizabeth's marriage set a sort of pattern
for navy matches and many a Victoria debutante followed her
example while the navy remained at Esquimalt.
12
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Though he had received a hearty welcome on his arrival in
Victoria, Kennedy found little Cooperation when he came to inv
plement the plans he had made for the improvement of the
Colony. There was an almost constant tug of war between the
Governor and the Assembly during the whole of the Kennedy
term and for a füll eight months in one of the years the Assembly
remained in Session, wrangling all the while. The issue was
principally finance. There were big debts and huge demands
and little money to split between the Governor's staff and the
public works the Assembly was interested in. The Assembly
wished the right to initiate money bills and the Governor would
not yield it. When the Assembly would not vote him funds,
Kennedy used money collected from fines, fees and the sale of
Crown lands. His interests were rather wider than those of
the Assembly. He wished to explore and develop the Colony
and did so to some extent — Leech River, for instance. The
Assembly was more concerned with Victoria than with the back
townships.
Kennedy's unending contest with the Assembly made him
unpopulär in Victoria and when the question of uniting the two
colonies became a vexed one he favoured union. Possibly at first,
he had had some hope that when union came he would be the
Governor of the new Colony, but his two and a half years at
Victoria proved so unpleasant and yielded him so little satisfaction
that he must have been glad to get away.
In spite of his interest in exploration, Governor Kennedy saw
comparatively little of the domain over which he ruled. During
his term he only got as far north as Nanaimo and as far west
as Leech River, where there was some placer mining. The latter
journey he made on horseback accompanied by his younger
daughter Georgina. Before he left, in October, 1866, however,
he more or less redeemed his record by circumnavigating Van*
couver Island aboard the gunboat H.M.S. Scout, making the
round trip in ten days.
13
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After his Pacific Coast experience, Arthur Kennedy held
posts as Governor of Hong Kong and West Australia.
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T H E MAN who feil heir to the Mainland portion of the domain
James Douglas had ruled was Frederick Seymour, an Englishman
of 44 who had served his apprenticeship in colonial administration
in Tasmania, Antigua and Bay of Islands. His last post before
Coming to British Columbia had been as Lieutenant'Governor
of Honduras. He had spent a short time at Victoria before landing
at his capital on the Fräser on April 20, 1864 from H.M.S.
Forward.
New Westminster was a small Community of 200 or 300
people living in a small collection of wooden houses. It was a
primitive place. It could hardly be anything eise for it was only
years old. But it had been the capital of British Columbia
for five years and that gave it prestige. And now it was to have
a Governor of its own and was prepared to make the most of it.
So, it put on its best garb, decorated its buildings, gave the new
Governor a friendly welcome and declared a public holiday in
honour of his Coming. Seymour responded to the friendly welcome
and liked New Westminster from the first, "Imperial stump-field"
though it might be. Colonel Moody had been gone six months
by now and Seymour took up his abode in the home that had
been built for Moody and that had been used by Douglas as a
Government House whenever he visited the Royal City. Seymour
thought that, now that it had a Governor permanently in residence,
Government House should be improved. So he set to work at
once and by the time the Prince of Wales' birthday came round
in November, a substantial ballroom capable of accommodating
200 dancers had been completed. There were other improve"
ments too and later a tower was added. The ball which marked
the inauguration of the new ballroom was described as "the most
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brilliant social event which had yet taken place west of the
Rocky Mountains".
Seymour never had the difficulties with his Legislative Council
that Governor Kennedy was constantly having with his Assembly
at Victoria. One reason was, perhaps, that he had a Council,
only one third of which consisted of elected members. The other
two thirds were made up of officials and magistrates, all under
the direct control of the Governor, while Kennedy's Assembly
was a popularly elected body. But there was another reason.
Douglas, before retiring, had smoothed the way financially for
Seymour. Then, the two Governors were men of different
character. Kennedy disliked the men he had to work with and
was disliked himself. Seymour, on the other hand, was populär at
New Westminster and went out of his way to please. He liked
lavish entertainments and didn't mind meeting the cost of them
out of his own purse.
The official family at New Westminster was a tight, little circle
of congenial friends who liked music, cards, picnics, amateur
theatricals and the like and Seymour found association with these
friends very pleasant. There were numerous parties at Govern"
ment House at which Royal City merchants had a place. There
were skating parties in the winter and picnics up and down
the river in the summer for which the Governor provided transportation on his yacht Leviaihan.
Among the congenial people Seymour found in the capital
on the Fräser were Arthur T. Bushby and his wife, Agnes, daughter
of Sir James Douglas. Bushby was a young Englishman who
had been private secretary to Matthew Baillie Begbie during some
of the years when that formidable Jurist had been judge
and attorneygeneral of British Columbia and had travelled extensively in the two colonies either with his principal or under
his Instructions. He had a fine tenor voice which he loved to
use and he and Begbie, who was musical, too, used to sing
often together. Bushby had been used, also, during the years
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of the Douglas administration to carry out various administrative
chores on Island and Mainland. He had been Postmaster-General
at New Westminster and in Seymour's time was County Court
Judge there.
Another of Seymour's friends was Edgar Dewdney, an English
engineer engaged by Colonel Moody to lay out the streets of
New Westminster where Moody had visions of creating a capital
worthy of a great colony. Dewdney liked entertainments, too, and
was a clever amateur conjurer. Years later, after exciting ex*
periences and adventures he became one of British Columbia's
Lieutenant-Governors and will appear again in the later pages
of this volume.
Seymour had the misfortune to inherit two Indian wars during
his period as Governor, and he took a personal part in both,
Coming through both with credit. The first was the Chilcotin
War which began in the spring of 1864 when nineteen members
of one of Alfred Waddington's road parties engaged in driving
a highway from Bute Inlet to the Cariboo were massacred by
Indians.
Chartres Brew, Commissioner of Police, was put in charge
of the punitive expedition but Seymour insisted on going along,
too, and won the admiration of the Cariboo miners by his courage
and cheerfulness and his readiness to endure hardships unconv
plainingly. The expedition ended in a double triumph. The guilty
Indians were rounded up and several of them hanged. Then, at
Quesnel, the Governor was given a colourful and noisy welcome
to Cariboo. Seymour's report of the party in his despatch to
London was much more lively than the average State paper:
"Not satisfied with gratuitously furnishing me with a
special conveyance (a ship on the river) the director
of the Company invited the principal inhabitants of
Quesnelmouth to accompany me on the voyage. A
public dinner followed by the usual toasts, was served
on board, and according to an American custom free
drinks to the number of salutes I was to receive on
16
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landing were bestowed at the bar. That is to say, the
guests were invited to call for 17 glasses of anything
they pleased, free of expense."
From Quesnel, there was a öo-mile ride to William's Creek
with more salutes and celebrations. Then the party pushed down
the highway to New Westminster.
On the way south from the Cariboo, the Governor took note
of the highways built in Douglas' time — some of them not
paid for yet — for new gold areas were opening up, at Wild
Horse Creek and Big Bend, and he knew he would be expected
to provide transportation to them. That, he knew, too, would
mean trouble, for, in spite of the mining activity the economic
condition of the colony was not good.
In the late summer of 1865, the Governor left on a trip to
England to be married. Both Seymour and Kennedy had been
asked by the Colonial office for advice on the proposal to join
the two Pacific Coast colonies into one. Seymour's Legislative
Council had passed a resolution strongly opposing union and
Seymour in forwarding this resolution to London had supported
it. Now, in London on his marriage journey, he learned that the
Colonial Office had practically decided on union and found him'
seif in a position to suggest details. In the act uniting the two
colonies which the Imperial Parliament adopted at the end of
July, 1866, Vancouver Island was joined to British Columbia —
not the reverse — and the institutions and revenue laws of
the Mainland were extended to the Island. This meant that the
Island lost its free port at Victoria and lost its populär Assembly,
for the Mainland had a Legislative Council only one third of which
was elected. This Legislative Council, enlarged from 15 to 23
was extended to cover the Island. Frederick Seymour was made
Governor of the new Colony and reached Victoria with his bride
on November 7, 1866, by which time Governor Kennedy was
gone. The reception accorded Seymour was respectful but cold.
Victoria had wanted union with the Mainland but not on the
17
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terms of the new act and it resented the loss of its Assembly
and its free port and blamed Seymour. At New Westminster,
where the Legislative Council had more than once voted against
union, the reception was warmer but, to quote the Columbian,
"Not a cheer was given, not a hat was raised; no smile of satisfaction
lit up the public countenance, no congratulations were offered
bride or bridegroom".
The Proclamation of the new Crown Colony of British Co*
lumbia was made on November 19, 1966, just eight years after
the original Mainland colony had been proclaimed at Fort Langley
and the work of merging the two units that had shown themselves
bitterly hostile to one another began. Besides the hostility, there
were several vexing difficulties. Both colonies were in financial
straits, both were overstaffed with officials and both the old capitals
wished to continue to be the seat of government.
Of the new Legislative Council, the Governor nominated five
officials and nine magistrates. The other nine members were
elected, five from the Mainland and four from the Island and
the Council was convoked on January 24, 1867 in the old
barracks of the Royal Engineers at New Westminster. The Act
of Union left a good deal to the discretion of the Governor and
the latter might have used his influence to swing the decision
on the capital issue to New Westminster, which he favoured.
Instead, at the 1868 Session of the Legislative Council, he asked
the opinion of the Council. The Council voted for Victoria and
the Colonial Office, when consulted, approved its decision.
In his Reminiscences, Dr. J. S. Helmcken, who was a member
of the Legislative Council and the mover of the resolution favouring
Victoria, teils how he and some other members, deliberately and
presumptuously, tricked the Legislative Council into making the
decision it made. In his "Pageant of B.C." Bruce A. McKelvie
summarizes the Helmcken story as follows:
"There were only nine elected members in the
Legislative Council of twenty-three that convened at
18
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New Westminster early in 1867. The other fourteen
were appointed by Governor Frederick Seymour, who
ruled over the United Colonies. Island members were,
with a Single exception (the Nanaimo magistrate, Cap*
tain William Haies Franklyn) anxious to have Victoria
declared the Capital.
Dr. J. S. Helmcken, who, with Amor de Cosmos
had been elected to represent Victoria, prepared a
resolution authorizing the change. The preference of
the Governor for New Westminster was well known
and the change was regarded by the Island members
as a forlorn hope. They planned a careful campaign
and succeeded in winning over some of the magistrates
from the Upper Country who had ex officio seats
on the Council. On March 29 Helmcken submitted
his resolution and in the debate that followed made
much of the alleged dangers and difficulties of navigating
the Fräser River to the Royal City.
Supporters of New Westminster knew that this
was a serious point and must be met. Captain Franklyn
—nicknamed "The British Lion", a bluff, old sea-dog
—was selected to meet the charge. He prepared a long
speech, writing it out carefully. Helmcken and his
friends decided to prepare the Captain for the occasion.
They entertained him all morning, and when he rose to
speak he was, as Helmcken later explained, "a bit
shaky."
The jovial, fun'loving Captain W. G. Cox,
magistrate at Barkerville, threw his lot in with the
Islanders, another magisterial sympathizer at his left.
The British Lion intended to explain that the Hoogley
River in India had formerly been worse than the
Fräser, but had been improved and made into a safe
waterway. He picked up the first page of his notes
that he had placed beside him. 'Mr. President,' he
commenced, when I first went up the Hoogley River
. . .' and so on.
Finishing the page, he looked about the Chamber to
note the effect that he was making and put the sheet
face downward beside the pile of other notes. Quick
|
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as a flash, Cox picked it up and placed it on top of
the other pages. The British Lion reached down and
picked it up again, and once more: 'Mr. President,
when I first went up the Hoogley River . . .' Again
he placed the story of that initial voyage down on the
table; once more Cox placed the notes about it on
the top of the heap.
When for the third time the bold British Lion
sailed up that great Indian river, the chamber rocked
with merriment. The gallant Captain could not under*
stand it — there was no humour in his speech. He
stopped and glared about him. He took off his spec
tacles and placed them beside his notes, having better
long ränge vision without them.
No sooner had he straightened up and looked about
him again than Captain Cox picked them up, and
with a quick pressure of his thumbs forced the lenses
from the frame.
Having satisfied himself, the British Lion picked up
the frame, adjusted it on his nose, lifted up the story of
the Hoogley again — but this time, according to the
account left by Dr. Helmcken, Franklyn could not
even see the muddy waters of the Hoogley.
The other members were almost having hysterics,
Dr. Helmcken jumped up and moved a recess for half
an hour. The motion was carried and the members
rushed out to the annex of Noah's Ark, as the old
barracks of the Royal Engineers, where the Council
met, was called. There, after several had treated the
British Lion, complimented him on his speech and
assured him that the laughter was caused by something
eise, the House re'convened.
The British Lion got up to resume his defence of
the Fräser; up jumped Helmcken to call attention to
the fact that the Captain had already spoken. The
objection was upheld. The House was never told about
what advantages a capital on a river could develop".
The Helmcken resolution carried and that was the end of
the capital controversy. On May 28, 1868, a proclamation
20
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established Victoria as the capital of the new Crown Colony
of British Columbia and Seymour crossed the strait and took
up his abode in the house Kennedy had vacated. He would
have preferred to remain on the Fräser and his officials would
have, too. He had brought a lot of furnishings, wedding presents
and other things from England with which to equip the enlarged
Moody House and would have liked to use them. One of the
first things he demanded on taking up his residence in the Govern'
ment House off Rockland Avenue was the construction of a guard*
house. Every governor was entitled to a guard, he insisted, and
it was announced that the cost of the guardhouse would be met
from Imperial funds and that the Admiral at Esquimalt would
staff it with a Sergeant and twelve men.
Ever since the Chilcotin War, Seymour had prided himself
on his success in pacifying the Interior Indians and when trouble
arose between the Tsimpsian and Nass tribes on the northern
coast he took action. Peddlers of liquor had been active in the North
and one of them had provided too generous a quantity of his wares
to a wedding party in which two tribes were concerned. The
Governor, though he was ill at the time, went north on H.M.S.
Sparrowhawk, managed to get the opposing chiefs together and
talked to them with the assistance of Rev. William Duncan, the
Metlakatla missionary. In the end, the chiefs signed a peace
treaty which the Governor witnessed.
The northern expedition was a success but the outcome was
tragic for Seymour, who died on the Sparrowhawk before it
arrived back at Victoria. He was buried with füll military honours
in the naval cemetery at Esquimalt and Sir James Douglas was
one of the pallbearers.
During Seymour's last years as Governor, the controversy over
joining the Dominion of Canada raged with considerable heat.
The Mainland was strongly for Confederation and the Island was
pretty much against it. At Victoria, Dr. Helmcken led a faction
that favoured annexation with the United States while Amor de
21
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Cosmos was the champion of union with Canada. Both were
members of the Legislative Council and that body had some
lively debates on the issue. The Governor had little enthusiasm
for Confederation, but he was ill and not disposed to follow
any course strongly. He could hardly take any course that would
meet with general approval and was accused of opposing Confederation for selfish reasons. Ottawa, wishing to bring British
Columbia into the Canadian family, regarded Seymour as a stumb'
ling block and it was even suggested that the Colonial Office
be asked to recall him.
ANTHONY MUSGRAVE

T H E LAST of the Colonial Governors of British Columbia was
Anthony Musgrave. He had been Governor of Newfoundland
when, before 1867, Newfoundland was toying with the idea
of Confederation with Canada. Sir John Macdonald had noted
Musgrave's sympathetic attitude toward the new union and seems
to have written favourably about him to Lord Granville, the
Colonial Secretary. Musgrave was in London when news of
Seymour's death was received there and within 24 hours was
appointed Governor of British Columbia.
Musgrave's instructions apparently were to do all he could to
further the entry of British Columbia into Confederation and he
carried out his instructions more than willingly. He was a widower
and during his first year, his two sisters, Zoe and Frances,
acted as his hostesses. Then, at San Francisco, the Governor
married Jennie Lucinda Field, a niece of Cyrus Field of the
Atlantic Cable Company and when the Sparrowhawk brought the
couple to Victoria there was a civic holiday to welcome the bride.3
1
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Unlike most British ships of war that served on the Pacific Station at
Esquimalt, H.M.S. Sparrowhawk never returned to her British base.
When her usefulness was over, she was scrapped and her engines pro*
vided power for the Moodyville Sawmill, the pioneer in Burrard Inlet's
export lumber trade.
22

Leading Up to Confederation
Quite early in his term as Governor, Musgrave visited the
east coast of the Island as far north as Comox and announced
plans for visiting the Mainland. But, early in the fall of 1869,
he met with a painful accident. He was mounting his horse on
the Government House grounds when the animal threw him
and caused a Compound fracture of his right leg above the ankle.
The alarm was carried down to the business section of the city
and four doctors came rushing up the hill by wagon.
They were all men of distinction — distinction in medicine
and in politics too: Dr. Helmcken, Dr. Davie, Dr. Trimble
and Dr. Powell. They did their best for their distingushed
patient, but his bones and wound did not heal properly. Musgrave
was weeks in bed and was a cripple for the rest of his life.
Before the end of July, 1871, the details of the pact of
union were complete. British Columbia was one of the family
of Canadian Provinces and Musgrave's work was ended. For his
Services he received a knighthood and was afterwards successively
governor of Natal, South Australia and Jamaica. He died in 1888
while Governor of Queensland.
His sister Zoe, who had been his hostess when he first came
to Victoria, married John Trutch, brother of Joseph W. Trutch
and partner of the latter in many an engineering venture. She
was a familiär figure at Government House during her brotherhvlaw's term there.
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SIR JOSEPH TRUTCH

became a fact, Governors were re*
placed by Lieutenant'Governors and His Excellency became His
Honour. British Columbia's first Lieutenant-Governor was Joseph
W. Trutch, an English engineer who had trained under Sir John
Rennie, the man who completed London Bridge and drained the
Lincolnshire fens. Trutch had joined the California gold rush in
1849 and had come to British Columbia in 1858. With his
brother John he had had some contracts on the Cariboo Road
and had built the Colony's first Suspension bridge — that across
the Fräser river at Spuzzum. Later, he had served as Chief
Commissioner of Works under Douglas and succeeding Governors.
He had been one of the three delegates sent to Ottawa to negotiate
the Terms of Union with the Dominion authorities and so ranks
as one of British Columbia's Fathers of Confederation.
At Ottawa, Trutch won the admiration of Sir John Macdonald
by his ability and integrity, and Sir John not only nominated
him to be the first Lieutenant'Governor of the new Province but
gave him instructions with regard to installing the new Covern*
ment.
W H E N CONFEDERATION
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Up to Trutch's time, all the Governors of the Pacific Coast
colonies had been autocrats. They had had assemblies or legislative
Councils but these were largely advisory. The Governors were
really supreme. The West knew no such thing as responsible
government such as had been adopted in the Eastern provinces,
though there was a good deal of agitation for it. All Trutch's
administrative experience had come from working with auto*
cratic Governors and he had no sympathy with responsible government. R. E. Gosnell, who has written a good deal on the early
Governors, says Trutch did not understand the principle of
responsible government — could not get the idea of it into his
head. And, indeed, his actions seem to indicate that. But he
had his instructions to get the government of the new province
going and took them literally. He tried at first to get Dr. Helmcken,
another of the B.C. Fathers of Confederation, to take the premiership. But Helmcken declined as, a little later, he declined a
senatorship when Sir John Macdonald offered it. Trutch next
tried J. F . McCreight, a prominent Victoria lawyer, but one who
had never meddled with politics. To help McCreight, Trutch
chose his cabinet for him, kept a hand on policy and administration,
sat in at Council meetings and actually presided at them. When,
after about a year in office, McCreight was defeated on a trivial
issue and resigned and Amor de Cosmos became Premier, Trutch
ceased to attend Council meetings. Responsible government had
come. It had not been actually asked for in the Confederation
negotiations but it had come as a result of the Union.
In the days of the Trutches, Government House became a
scene of gaiety again, for Mrs. Trutch was fond of entertainment.
She was an American, Julia Elizabeth Hyde. Her brother had
been surveyopgeneral of Oregon and her husband met and married
her during his American period, before Coming to British Columbia. Thus, two of the earliest chatelaines of Government House
were American born — Mrs. Trutch and Lady Musgrave.
While he was Lieutenant-Governor, Joseph Trutch was Sir
z6
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John Macdonald's principal adviser in British Columbia and virtually the Federal Government's agent in the Province. After
his term as Lieutenant-Governor was over, he represented the
Ottawa Government in matters connected with the building of
the Pacific Drydock and the transcontinental railway. As an
engineer, Trutch was keenly interested in the railway and was
always trying to work out a plan that would give him a part
in the actual building of the line — a supervisory job of some
sort, perhaps, or perhaps an important contract. But the Pacific
Scandal and the defeat of the Macdonald Government in 1872
dashed all such hopes.
In 1878, when Sir John Macdonald lost his seat in Kingston
and was at loose ends, Mr. Trutch was able to get him a
nomination in Victoria and helped in his election, too. Trutch
was knighted in 1880. When his wife died in 1895, he retired
to England and died on a Somerset estate which he had acquired.
ALBERT NORTON RICHARDS

IN THE LIST of British Columbia Lieutenant-Governors, there
have been only three lawyers, Albert Norton Richards, Clement
Francis Cornwall and Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniere. The first of
these, Albert Norton Richards, belonged to an old legal family
of Brockville, Ontario. His brother, Sir William Buell Richards,
was first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Canada and
he, himself, had served in the John Sandfield Macdonald ministry
in Ontario and would have been attorney-general of Manitoba had
not Louis Riel stopped him. He came to British Columbia in 1871
as legal agent for the Alexander Mackenzie Government at Ottawa.
Before the new Lieutenant-Governor took office in June, 1876,
it was known that the Governor-General, the Marquis of Dufferin,
and his wife planned to visit Victoria in the early summer. There
was great excitement because no Governor-General had ever
ventured into the Pacific province before and people began worrying about the accommodation that could be provided for him.
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There was Government House, of course — the re-constructed
Cary Castle. Was it good enough? Two Governors and a
Lieutenant-Governor had lived in it since the Kennedys left and
time and weather had been doing things to it. There were rumours
that it was unsafe and that the attic was füll of rats and woodpeckers.
Pending repairs and a re-conditioning, the Richards did not
move in. And when the work had been completed and Mrs.
Richards had inspected it and given her approval, they still did
not move in.
Instead they left the Castle for the visitors from Ottawa. These
came by rail to San Francisco and thence by H.M.S. Amethyst
to Esquimalt. There they were met by Mr. and Mrs. Richards
and by Sir James Douglas and a great procession formed which
conducted them through Victoria and up to Government House.
The city streets were decorated with flags. There was colour
everywhere and arches at the principal intersections. The arches
bore mottoes, all of them pointed and some more or less sarcastic—
for opinion in Victoria was highly critical of the Dominion
Government. A railway had been promised in the Terms of
Union and, after five years, there was no sign of it. Not even
the terminus had been decided upon. So, a controversy was
raging and Victoria people were saying what they thought. The
arches and mottoes were just the beginning.
Lord Dufferin, who had come as a peacemaker, had no intention
of getting mixed up in the controversy. But he did read the
mottoes on the arches before he passed beneath them, and
at one which bore a motto suggesting "Separation", he had his
carriage turn aside. He was ready to compromise, however, and
intimated that if the word could be made "Reparation" instead
of "Separation" he would accept the motto.
The Dufferins had a busy time at Victoria. His Excellency
drove the initial pile of the first Drydock at Equimalt and
received a number of delegations on the railway issue, trying
all the while to pour oil on the troubled waters. At Government
28
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House they gave a grand ball and there were dinners and garden
parties and other entertainments. Of the place where she was
lodged, the Marchioness wrote in her diary:
"The House is very nice and comfortable; there is
a good ballroom, a small drawing room, large billiard
room and excellent bedrooms. We have a Chinese cook
—very good in his homely style—Ah Sam is his name.
Then I have a comfortable sort of housekeeper, a housemaid with a Chinaman under her, our own four
servants, a coachman and a gardener . . . This Government House is built on a rock, but a nice garden
has been made. The drawback is the want of water.
Every drop for both house and garden has to be brought
in barreis, so there is not much to spare and the grass
is all burnt up. From the Windows there is a magnificent
ränge of mountains."
The Dufferins went on with their progress over the Province,
then returned to Victoria before leaving for the East.
Meanwhile, the railway controversy went on and a resolution
fathered by Premier Walkern, who had recently returned to
power, was carried in the Legislature and forwarded to Ottawa.
By this time, however, the Mackenzie Government with which
the quarrel had been conducted had been defeated and nothing
was done about the secession resolution.
The Richards appear to have had a quiet but not very happy
time at Government House. The Lieutenant-Governor had been
only a few years in Victoria when he received his appointment
and so was somewhat resented as an interloper — even a "carpetbagger". Besides, he had been appointed by the Mackenzie Government, which, because of the railway rumpus, was highly
unpopulär in the province.
After his term as Lieutenant-Governor was over, Mr. Richards
took his wife travelling for a time, then returned to Victoria
and resumed his legal practice. He served for a time as police
magistrate.
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CLEMENT FRANCIS CORNWALL

third Lieutenant-Governor was, like her
second, a lawyer. He was Clement Francis Cornwall, a member
of an old English family, a graduate of Magdalene College,
Cambridge, and a barrister of the Inner Temple. He had come
to British Columbia immediately after completing his law course
and had settled down in the Thompson Valley, not to practice
law, for there wasn't anything of that sort there, but to develop
a ranch and operate a stopping-place. His ranch he named Ashcroft
after his birthplace in Gloustershire. He was a member of the
Legislative Council of British Columbia in 1865, 1866 and
1871. When British Columbia entered Confederation, Mr.
Cornwall was made a Senator and remained one until he resigned
to become Lieutenant-Governor in July, 1881.
He was probably the only lieutenant-governor anywhere in
Canada who kept a pack of foxhounds. This was at the Ashcroft
ranch, of course, not at Government House. The dogs proved
handy at Ashcroft for combatting coyotes and, besides, provided
entertainment for sport-loving friends, some of whom would
willingly ride hundreds of miles to take part in a hunt.
The Cornwalls received a visit from Lord and Lady Dufferin
in the summer of 1876, while they were still at the ranch and
they had been only a year at Government House when another
Governor-General arrived. This time the visitors were the
Marquis of Lome and the Marchioness, Princess Louise, fourth
daughter of Queen Victoria.
There was still no railway in British Columbia when the Lomes
made their journey and, like the Dufferins, they had to take
the train to San Francisco. There they were met by H.M.S.
Comus and landed at Esquimalt whence a gay procession headed
by the Lieutenant-Governor, Premier Robert Beaven and Mayor
Noah Shakespeare led them through decorated streets and arches
to Government House.
BRITISH COLUMBIA'S
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When the Marquis of Lome and the Princess arrived at
Victoria, they had intended to remain only two weeks and the
Victoria people, who had never entertained a member of the
Royal Family before, made sure that these two weeks were filled
with interesting events. So, there were formal functions in the
Assembly Chamber at James Bay and on the warships at Esquimalt and informal affairs in the garden at Government House
and in other places. Then the visitors let it be known that they
would like to extend their stay. Victoria was glad to have them
and the Vice-regal couple made themselves at home. They were
approachable and unaffected. They wandered about the streets
freely, poking into shops and examining wares of various sorts.
They attended the Fall Fair at Beaconhill Park and spent a whole
afternoon looking at exhibits and talking to exhibitors and others.
In October, the Marquis went off on a tour of the Interior
while the Princess remained behind and continued her informal
walks, often taking her sketchbook with her.
In the late fall, the Governor-General came back and there
were more entertainments and dinners. But at last the visitors
had to go if they were to be back in Ottawa for Christmas.
So, on December 7, the Comus picked them up to take them
to San Francisco.
The Marquis of Lansdowne, who began his term of office
as Governor-General in 1883, found the building of the Oceanto-Ocean railway still a matter of controversy and gave the
project his enthusiastic support. It was completed to the Pacific
while he was Governor-General and he regarded the completion
as Canada's most important achievement during his term of office.
He knew, of course, that his two predecessors had visited British
Columbia and he was determined to do the same. But he would
not use American facilities.
It had been intended that the Governor-General should drive
the railway's last spike and elaborate preparations had been made
for the ceremony. But untoward events interfered. The weather was
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bad, for one thing, and held up construction. Then, there was
the Riel rebellion. Riel had been captured, tried and condemned
and his appeal had gone to the Privy Council before the GovernorGeneral left Ottawa for British Columbia. It was desirable that
the Governor-General should be back in Ottawa before the Law
Lords made their decision, because his signature on a death Warrant
might be required.
Having decided to use only Canadian facilities to reach the
Pacific Coast, Lord Lansdowne travelled by train from Ottawa
to the end of steel a little east of Farwell (now Revelstoke),
then on 47 miles by horseback to the end of the western Stretch
of steel; finally, to Port Moody by train and to Victoria by
steamboat.
There were the usual banquets and loyal addresses and Lansdowne did not fail to remind Victorians that he was the first
Governor-General to visit them by the All-Canada route. Thirteen days were spent at Victoria, Nanaimo and New Westminster,
then he was off on his return East. When the end of steel
was reached again, the gap had been narrowed to 28 miles, but
it was still much too wide for the spike-driving ceremony and
other arrangements had to be made. Lord Lansdowne rode across
the gap in a day and reached Ottawa on October 25, three
days after the Privy Council had decided against Riel's appeal.
The cabinet was split on the advisability of executing Riel and
argued for days. Meanwhile, far out in Eagle Pass, a group of
workmen who had been on the job and of railway officials who
had come by special train from Montreal were watching Donald
Smith drive home the last C.P.R. spike. The great undertaking
had been completed. This was on November 7, 1885.
On November 11, the Cabinet decided Riel must hang
and next day a special messenger bearing the Governor-General's
Warrant for the execution left Ottawa for Regina. On the
morning of November 16, Riel was hanged. As Donald Creighton
puts it:
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"It was stränge how all during the troubled year of
1885, the drama of the railway and the drama of the
Northwest Rebellion had been so often intertwined and
now, in the last moments of the denouement of each
they were twisting together once more."
In the summer of 1886 came Sir John Macdonald and Lady
Macdonald riding the buffer of their train through the British
Columbia mountain canyons. Sir John had been M.P. for Victoria
in Canada's fourth Parliament, and though he was now member
for an Ontario seat, he came to give thanks for past favours.
He came for a holiday, too, to see the country and to drive
the last spike of the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway which
his friend Robert Dunsmuir was building.
Three years before Sir John arrived, William Smithe had
become Premier. He was an Englishman, a farmer from Cowichan
and a Student of public affairs. In his cabinet were A. E. B. Davie,
Theodore Davie and John Robson all of whom later became
Premiers. Smithe was a peacemaker. He inherited some quarreis
with the Federal authorities and set himself to iron them out.
There were agitations for railways on Mainland and Island and
the Smithe Government was generous with offers of public lands
in their aid. It was this Government, for instance, that presented
the Canadian Pacific with 6000 acres of raw land on the outskirts of the primitive village of Granville, presently to become
the City of Vancouver. It is some slivers of this land that Vancouver, after 80 years, is trying to buy back for millions of
dollars.
After visits by three Governors-General and a Prime Minister,
the Cornwalls were ready for a rest. They retired to their ranch
on the Thompson and in 1889 he was made County Court
Judge for Cariboo, serving for seven years.
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H U G H NELSON

left Government House they were
succeeded by the Nelsons. Hugh Nelson was an Irishman, born
in County Antrim, who reached British Columbia with the Gold
Rush of 1858. He was not a miner but he handled more gold
than most of the miners did, for he was in the express business,
partner in Dietz and Nelson, agents for Wells Fargo. The express
companies were almost as important as the shovel and gold pan
in the early mining days. They helped the miner get to the
diggings, they sustained him while there by bringing in supplies.
They carried his treasure out when he had found it and they
helped the miner himself get out when he had made a fortune
or "gone broke".
When the bloom wore off the early express business, Dietz
and Nelson sold out to Francis Barnard of the B.C. Express (the
B.X.) and took up sawmilling. In 1863, some enterprising New
Westminster businessmen had started a small sawmill powered
from Lynn Creek on the north shore of Burrard Inlet east
of the Second Narrows, and became the pioneers in Burrard Inlet's
thriving export lumber trade. Like many other pioneers the men
who started the sawmill on Lynn Creek failed to reap a profit.
They were unable to pay the logger who supplied them with
timber, and he, Sewell Moody, and a partner soon owned the
business. The partner sold out to Dietz and Nelson and with
Moody they carried on developing the mill town of Moodyville
of which nothing is left today but a little park. Moody was
drowned in the sinking of the S.S. Pacific off Cape Flattery
in 1875 and the same year George Dietz died. Nelson, who had
been only 26 when he started cutting lumber was one of the
most prominent business men in the Province when he retired
in 1882. He had also been prominent in public affairs. He
represented New Westminster in the Legislative Council before
Confederation, was an ardent supporter of the Confederation
W H E N THE CORNWALLS
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movement and when New Westminster was given its first seat
in Canada's Parliament he was elected by acclamation to fill it.
He held that seat, too, until he was appointed to the Senate
in 1879. From the Senate, he was appointed Lieutenant-Governor
in 1887.
The Pacific Squadron was still at Esquimalt, and Government
House, during the Nelson's term of office, was gay with social
events. In the fall of 1889, the Nelsons entertained the GovernorGeneral, Lord Stanley of Preston, and his wife. There were five
British ships of war at Esquimalt during the stay of the Stanleys and
these were called upon for men and materials to install decorations
for the brilliant naval ball given in honour of the visitors. Dozens
of wagon loads of flowers, it is said, were used to give colour
to the occasion.
Lord Lansdowne had come to the Pacific Coast by the Canadian route, but not all by rail. Lord Stanley came by rail all
the way, riding through some of the more scenic Stretches on
the cowcatcher. From now on, there was no adventure in reaching
the Coast and Governors-General came as a matter of course —
some of them several times in their term of office. Lord Aberdeen
even bought a couple of ranches in the Okanagan and set about
developing them, making out that he was a settler.
Balls and parties were being given constantly during the Nelson
term of office. Here, for instance, is how The Colonist describes
one of the entertainments:
"There was a 'Cinderella' party at Government
House and it was voted one of the biggest social successes of the season.
"The lady of the mansion was at home to upwards
of 300 guests — numerous enough to make merriment
and life e verywhere. The ballroom was in constant use
from nine until midnight, few indeed being able to withstand the seductive strains of the Warspites orchestra.
"There were no dance programs, the gathering
being as far removed from officialdom as possible."
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EDGAR DEWDNEY
W H E N HUGH NELSON retired from Government

House, he
was succeeded by Edgar Dewdney, one of British Columbia's
most distinguished adopted sons. Few men gave longer service
to Canada than he and few served her in more varied capacities.
Born in Devonshire in 1835, Edgar Dewdney was only 24
when he came to British Columbia at the time of the Fräser
River Gold Rush. He had had some engineering training and
quickly found work under Colonel R. C. Moody and James
Douglas. In 1859, New Westminster was proclaimed capital
of the new Crown Colony of British Columbia and Colonel
Moody in command of the Royal Engineers proceeded to clear
the site and lay out the streets of the young city. The site, on
the North bank of the Fräser was heart-breaking with its tangle
of huge Standing timber, criss-cross fallen logs and almost impenetrable brüshwood and vines all on ground threaded by ravines
and watercourses. Moody had plans for his new capital whose
magnificence rather shocked the more down-to-earth Douglas, his
chief. However, a Start had to be made. So young Dewdney
was made the commander's chief civilian assistant and the work
commenced. Moody left the Colony in the fall of 1863, but
Dewdney carried on at New Westminster and was still on the
job when Governor Seymour was in residence there. Thus, he
ranks as British Columbia's first town planner.
When the work at New Westminster had been carried forward
as far as seemed feasible, Governor Seymour, who was eager to
switch trade as far as possible from the Columbia river to the
Fräser, engaged the young engineer to explore and establish a
trail from the Fräser to the Similkameen. This trail, named the
Dewdney Trail in honour of the man who developed it, was
used for pack horses at first and then for wagons. When gold
was discovered on Wild Horse Creek and there was a rush of
miners there, the trail was pushed on to the Kootenays and again
Dewdney was the explorer and the construction boss. Here too
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the purpose was to prevent a British Columbia product from
trickling off to market through American Channels.
Through the construction of the eastern section of his trail,
Dewdney became acquainted with the problems and people of
the Kootenay and was elected to represent the district in the
Legislative Council in 1868 and 1869. In 1871, British Columbia became a province of Canada and Edgar Dewdney
represented Yale in the House of Commons from 1872 to
1879, supporting Sir John Macdonald. In 1879, Macdonald
made him Indian Commissioner for the North West Territories
and from 1881 to 1888, through the difficult years of the Second
Riel Rebellion, he held the post of Lieutenant-Governor of the
Territories, an indication of the confidence the Prime Minister
had in him. There was further proof of confidence, too, when in
1888 Dewdney, who had been elected to the House of Commons
for Assiniboia, was taken into the Macdonald cabinet as Minister
of the Interior.
Sir John Macdonald died in 1891, and the following year,
Edgar Dewdney left the cabinet to become Lieutenant-Governor
of British Columbia. By this time, the Canadian Pacific had
been in Operation for sixteen years and British Columbia had
been a member of the Canadian Confederation for twenty years.
New people had come in, new problems had arisen, and old
enmities had, to some extent, been forgotten. But the circumstance
that the Provincial Capital was situated on an Island and off
the track of industry and commerce was still to some extent a
sore point and some of the Island politicians were afraid that, some
day, a Mainland Premier might be tempted to move the Capital
to a more central position. That would be a disaster to Victoria
and at all odds it must be prevented.
So, when Premier John Robson, a Mainland man, died in
1892 and Theodore Davie, an Islander, succeeded, Steps were
taken to anchor the Capital in Victoria by erecting substantial
and monumental Legislative Buildings there. There was a good
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deal of criticism of the plan on the ground of needless expense,
but the Government held to its purpose, F. M. Rattenbury was
appointed architect and the work was commenced. It went on
through the premiership of Theodore Davie and through most
of that of John Turner.
Mr. Dewdney had little to do with the building program
and had a rather quiet period in office. He retired in 1897,
but four years later he was called back into Service to make an
engineering survey. He went again to the mountain area he had
examined forty years before and reported on the feasibility of
building a railway between Hope and Princeton. His report
was discouraging: "The result of the surveys shows that the Hope
Mountains cannot be crossed without encountering serious engineering difficulties which would necessitate a very large expenditure of money and I know of nothing so pressing . . . as to
Warrant its construction outside of a few prospects that have
been brought in by miners."
The Dewdney report had its effect. Construction of the railway
was delayed, but the line was eventually built and was opened in
1915. For several years it was operated as the Kettle Valley
Railway and had a number of stations along its route named for
characters in Shakespeare's plays. The rough and dangerous sections
were finally abandoned and pipe-lines today occupy that portion
of the right-of-way.
Edgar Dewdney lived for nineteen years after his retirement,
an honoured eider statesman and died in 1916.
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D R . THOMAS ROBERT MCINNES

period at Government House had been a
quiet and orderly one, but that of the next Lieutenant-Governor
was quite the reverse. Dr. Thomas Robert McInnes was a Nova
Scotian who had graduated from Harvard and from the Rush
Medical College at Chicago. After some experience as a surgeon
in the Northern army as the American civil war was closing and a
few years in Ontario, he had come to New Westminster in
1874 and settled down to practice medicine with his brother
Loftus. Very soon after his arrival he had become interested in
local politics and was elected mayor in 1877 a n ^ 1878. In the
latter year, he was elected to the House of Commons as an
Independent, and gave his support to Sir John Macdonald, newly
come back to power, until Macdonald elevated him to the Senate
in 1881. But Port Moody changed the Senator's allegiance.
Port Moody had been officially gazetted in 1879 as the Pacific
terminal of the Canadian Pacific Railway and an uncontrolled
land boom had followed. Senator McInnes had been one of the
heavy investors and when he protested to the Prime Minister
that the Company's proposal to push the line on to Coal HarT H E DEWDNEY
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bour would destroy the investments of himself and his friends,
he was far from appreciating the levity of Sir John's reply. This
was to the effect that, while the sun rose and set, the railway's
terminal should remain at Port Moody. But as to branch lines,
the Company could build them where it liked — to Coal
Harbour or elsewhere. Neither he nor his Government had con*
trol over them. The Senator and Prime Minister had little more
to do with one another and when, after 16 years in the Upper
Chamber, Senator McInnes returned to British Columbia to
become Lieutenant-Governor, it was Sir Wilfrid Laurier who made
the appointment.
The Legislative buildings, which had been under construction
during four years were completed a few months after Dr. McInnes
took office and the Lieutenant-Governor opened them with a
golden key. There was a great celebration. The buildings were
built of gray stone from Haddington Island. The Steps and landings
are of granite from Nelson Island and the slate of the roof from
Jervis Inlet. The walls of the committee rooms are panelled
with native woods and those of the Legislative Chamber are of
marble from Italian quarries. The cost was something under a
million dollars. The cost seemed high at the time, but the buildings
with their cupolas and columns make a dignified picture on the
James Bay waterfront and British Columbia has long been proud
of them.
In the spring of 1899, a little after the opening of the Buildings,
Government House was burned to the ground. Quarters had to
be found for the Queen's representative and a house on Moss
street, now the Victoria Art Centre, was rented and the McInneses moved in. The house was not large enough for elaborate
entertainment, but that did not seem to matter. Mrs. McInnes
was a quiet, home-loving woman not fond of functions and the
Doctor was by this time too busy and worried to be interested.
He had got mixed up in politics. Mrs. McInnes was the third
American born woman to be mistress of Government House. Born
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in Maine, she had been a widow, Martha Webster, when she
married Dr. McInnes in 1866.
When Dr. McInnes became Lieutenant-Governor, J. H.
Turner was Premier and near the end of his mandate. There
was an election next year but it was indecisive. The LieutenantGovernor, not trusting the Government at first withheld his signature from certain orders-in-council, then dismissed Turner and his
ministers. Party lines had not been drawn in British Columbia,
but Charles Semlin, a Cache Creek rancher, was leader of such
Opposition as there was and Dr. McInnes had him form a government. The ministry included Joseph Martin, a colourful lawyer
who had had a stormy career in Manitoba and had settled in
Vancouver. Martin quarrelled with a fellow minister, then with
Semlin, who asked for his resignation. Martin joined the Opposition
and helped defeat Semlin in the Legislature. Dr. McInnes at
first agreed to allow the Premier a little time to form a coalition,
then changed his mind, dismissed his Government and installed
Martin as Premier. At this the members of the Legislature revolted and passed a resolution saying they had no confidence
in Martin. Then, when His Honour came down to prorogue
the House they turned their backs on him and walked out.
McInnes read his speech to empty benches and went home. The
leader of the revolt was James Dunsmuir, coal-mines magnate
and the wealthiest man in the Province.
Having no following in the Legislature, Martin had to go
outside for his ministers. With the Lieutenant-Governor's support,
he carried on for three months, then went to the country and was
defeated. The Laurier Government at Ottawa told McInnes that by
supporting Martin he had tied his reputation to the latter and had
been repudiated. It intimated that it considered his usefulness at an
end and suggested that he resign. When he refused to do this, he was
dismissed. Hon. David Mills, Minister of Justice in Laurier's first
cabinet and the Crown's chief law officer, advised the Prime Minister
that as a constitutional ruler Dr. McInnes was impossible.
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SIR H E N R I JOLY DE LOTBINIERE

SIR HENRI JOLY DE LOTBINIERE, who had served in Sir Wilfrid

Laurier's ministry, at Ottawa, was appointed Lieutenant-Governor
in succession to Dr. McInnes and took possession of the Moss
Street house. Only twice in Canada's hundred year history were
Lieutenant-Governors dismissed and Sir Henri was concerned in
both instances. In both, however, no blame was attached to him.
Sir Henri had come to Victoria a stranger, practically imposed
on the Province as a sort of disciplinary measure and the appointment was not at all populär for some time. However, Sir Henri
proved himself so capable an administrator, so apt in constitutional
matters and such a courteous and genial gentleman that he won
friends on every side and, before his term was up, Citizens were
begging the authorities to allow him to remain.
In the summer of 1901, when the Duke and Duchess of
Cornwall and York, afterwards King George V and Queen Mary,
visited Victoria, the temporary Government House was thought
too small for the entertaining that would have to be done; so the
Mount Baker Hotel at Oak Bay was redecorated and refurnished
and placed at the disposal of the visitors. There were receptions
at the Hotel and at the Legislative Buildings while Sir Henri
and Lady Joly gave a State dinner at the Moss Street residence.
Sir Henri was something of a forester and found a great deal
of pleasure in the grounds of Government House. There, while
Messrs. Rattenbury and Maclure, the architects, were pressing
the work on the new house, Sir Henri was interesting himself
in making refinements to the surroundings and in suggesting the
planting of a number of unusual trees and shrubs. In 1902, the
Jolys were able to take possession of the new building. Unfortunately, they were not allowed to enjoy it. Lady Joly feil ill and
died and her husband asked to be relieved of his office. He was ill
himself when he left Victoria and, at his request, the municipal
authorities allowed him to slip away without any formal farewell.
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JAMES DUNSMUIR
ONLY TWO MEN have been both Premier and LieutenantGovernor of British Columbia. These were James Dunsmuir and
Edward Gawlor Prior and they both served in the Dunsmuir
cabinet. James Dunsmuir came within a very little of being the
Province's first native-born Premier and native-born LieutenantGovernor, but as it turned out, he became the only Americanborn Citizen to hold either office.
James Dunsmuir was one of a line of Scottish coal mine
masters. Back about 1850, his father, Robert Dunsmuir, had
made a bargain with the Hudson's Bay Company to locate and
develop some coal measures on Vancouver Island and with his
wife, Joan, his two little daughters and his uncle Boyd Gilmour,
another coalminer, set off for their new home on the Hudson's
Bay ship Pekin. Their ship had supplies on board for Fort
Vancouver and in trying to cross the Columbia bar it ran aground.
The Pekin reached Fort Vancouver late in June and there nearly
the whole crew deserted to take part in the California Gold Rush.
The sea voyage had been long and the Dunsmuirs were tired; so
they rested at the Fort and while they waited James was born.
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In September, the Scottish immigrants went north to Fort
Rupert on the Mary Dare and there the two men examined
a number of coal seams that had been discovered while Joan,
with her baby and two little girls lived in close proximity to
the Indians. After five holes had been put in, Gilmour and
Dunsmuir reported that the seams were too narrow to work profitably and it was decided to move the whole party to Nanaimo,
where prospects were brighter. Gilmour went back to Scotland
but Robert Dunsmuir, persuaded by Joan, remained and worked
for a while for the Hudson's Bay Company, then for the syndicate
that bought the Bay's mines, finally for himself, when he
discovered some splendid coal deposits at Wellington, near
Departure Bay. Friends in the Navy furnished the capital with
which Robert developed his Wellington property, and from his
share of the profits he bought his friends out and was his own
master. James learned coal mining the hard way, in his father's
mines and became an expert in the business.
Robert was always afraid his mine would produce more coal
than the limited market could absorb, for there were competitors;
and ships from Britain and Australia brought coal in ballast that
sold for almost nothing. James was not so cautious. He liked to
produce and the Output kept going up and up. When it had
touched 500 tons a day the old man admitted the son was right.
Robert Dunsmuir had interests outside the coal mines. With
a cash subsidy of $750,000 from the Dominion Government,
a land subsidy of 2,000,000 acres on Vancouver Island — the
E. & N. lands — and the assistance of a number of California
railway magnates, he built the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway.
This James afterwards sold to the Canadian Pacific as he sold
his coal property to Mackenzie and Mann.
With his large and varied interests, Dunsmuir, senior, was
necessarily interested in politics. Representing Nanaimo, he sat
in two Legislative Assemblies and was President of the Council
in the A. E. B. Davie Government. In the 1880's he built
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Craigdarroch Castle, still one of the sights of Victoria. The legend
is that he had promised his wife a Castle if she would accompany
him to Vancouver Island and fulfilled his pledge. But he died
before the building was finished.
On Robert Dunsmuir's death, his sons Alexander and James
took over the vast interests and when Alexander died, James
became master of everything. He was drawn into politics, too,
and represented first East Yale in the Legislature, then Nanaimo.
He led the revolt of the Assembly members against Dr. McInnes
in 1900, but after the Martin Government was defeated, Dr.
McInnes could find no one eise to form a government and
called on James Dunsmuir. The Dunsmuir Government was a
sort of coalition, as all governments were in those days. It was
unsteady with neither policies nor principles to hold it together
and it lasted only two years. But while he was Premier, Dunsmuir
worked for the Province. The Better Terms issue was rife. British
Columbia wanted more money from the Dominion — feit she
was entitled to it because she had to have roads and her rough
terrain made road-building difficult and costly. So, the Premier
visited Ottawa to lay his case before the authorities there. He
went to England, too, to the Coronation of King Edward VII,
and as that function had to be postponed for two months on
account of the King's illness, Mr. Dunsmuir found himself, for
the first time in his life with nothing to do. But his family was
with him and the time was spent sight-seeing in the British
Isles and on the Continent. Before leaving for overseas, the
Premier had embarked on the construction of a Castle of his
own that would outmatch his father's Craigdarroch. This was
Hatley Park on a magnificent site in the Colwood area. It is
now the site of the Canadian Defence College.
Late in November, 1902, the Dunsmuirs returned to Victoria
and very shortly the Premier quit his office.
"His reign," his private secretary, R. E. Gosnell, records,
"was short but not particularly merry. The excitement and stress
45

T H E Y GAVE ROYAL A S S E N T

of that brief period left him very much disgusted with political
life in high places . . . The fates threw him into a prominence
which, by choice, he would have avoided. He had neither a
liking nor an adaptability for public life and he displayed in it
qualities of independence, even to the verge of obstinacy which
rendered a long career highly improbable, even if his ambition
had pointed in that direction."
It had been to quite an extent a sense of duty that had led
James Dunsmuir to enter politics in the first place. It was again
a sense of duty that induced him to accept the LieutenantGovernorship in 1906. Sir Henri Joly's term had expired, and
though British Columbians would have liked him to continue
his health forbade. He asked to be released and there seemed
no one whose wealth and Status fitted him to succeed as well as
James Dunsmuir. In Hatley Park he had a much more stately
abode than even the new Government House. So he didn't
need a place in which to live. Mrs. Dunsmuir, however, liked
giving official parties and would appreciate an official residence.
So, the husband accepted.
Mrs. Dunsmuir, it may be said in passing, was a Georgian
by birth and so the fourth American-born lady to be chatelaine
at Government House. The other three were Lady Musgrave,
Lady Trutch and Mrs. McInnes.
James Dunsmuir had no happier a time as Lieutenant-Governor
than he had had as Premier. He had sold his railway and the
E. & N. lands, minus the coal rights, to the Canadian Pacific
in 1905. But he was still the owner and master of the great
Dunsmuir coal empire. This made him the largest employer of
labour in the Province and as he was a heavy employer of
Japanese he was unpopulär in labour circles. A practical miner
himself, he had never refused to pay what he considered fair
wages. But he did not want unions interfering with the Operation
of his mines. Politicians who wished to win labour votes were
therefore continually baiting him and introducing anti-Oriental
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Richard Blanshard, first Qovernor of Vancouver Island, reading his Com*
mission at Fort Victoria, March u , 1850. The Hudson's Bay Company
Steamship "Beavef isinihe background. Painting by Q. H. Southweü, 1947.

Richard Blanshard, first Qovernor of Vancouver Island. Appointed Qovernor,
]uly, 184g. TL endered resignation November, 1850. Remained at Victoria
until September, 1851.
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Sir James Douglas, Qovernor of Vancouver Island, November, 1851 to
March, 1864 and of the Crown Colony of British Columbia from November,
1858 to April, 1864.
Arthur Edward Kennedy, Qovernor of Vancouver Island from October,
1864, to 1866 (Union with British Columbia).

Frederick Seymour, Qovernor of British Columbia from April, 1864 to his
death in June, 1869.
Sir Anthony Musgrave, Qovernor of the United Colony of British Columbia
from August, 1869 to July, 18 JI (date of entry into Confederation).

Sir Joseph Trutch, British Columbia's first LieutenanPQovernor. His term
was from 1871 to 1876.
Hon. Albert Nox^kRiäiards, Lieutenant<Qovernor I8J6

to 1881.

Lieutenant'Qovernor Clement Francis Cornwall and family. Mr. Cornwall
was Lieutenant'Qovernor 1881 to

I88J.
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Hon. Hugh Nelson, Lieutenant-Qovernor 1887 to 1892.
Hon. Edgar Dewdney, Lieutenant<Qovernor, 1892 to 1897.
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Hon. Thomas Robert McInnes and party at Atlin, July 6, 1899. Dr.
McInnes was Eieutenant'Qovernor 1897 to 1900.

Hon. Sir Henri Qustave Joly de Lotbiniere, Lieutenant'Qovernor 1900 to
1906.

Hon. James Dunsmuir with Qeneral Baron Yamamoto Kuroki at Victoria
May i, 1907. Mr. Dunsmuir was Lieutenant'Qovernor 1906 to 1909.

Lieutenant'Qovernor Paterson turning first sod on the Canadian Northern
Pacific Railway, February 18, 1911 near Colwood on Vancouver Island.

i^^^^^^^^^^^^^M
Hon. Frank Stillman Barnard meets the Qovernor-Qeneräl of Canada,
H.R.H. the Duke of Connaught on the latter's arrival at Victoria in 1916.
Sir Frank Barnard was Lieutenant-Qovernor from 1914 to 1919. He was
knighted in 1921.

Hon. Edward Qawlor Prior at a Qovernment House garden party. He was
Lieutenant'Qovernor from December, 1919 to his death, a year later.

Hon. Walter Cameron
Nichol, Lieutenant'Qovernor
1920 to 1926.

Hon. Robert Randolph
Bruce, Lieutenant-Qovernor
1926 to

1931.

81.

Hon. J. W. Fordham Johnson, Lieutenant'Qovernor 1931 to 1936 with the
Earl of Bessborough, then Qovernor'Qeneral of Canada, the Countess of
Bessborough and Mrs. Johnson. The Countess is to the right, Mrs. Johnson
to the left. The Qovernor'Qeneral is the man with the cane.

Hon. Eric Werge Hamber,
Lieutenant'Qovernor, 1936
to 1941 and Mrs. Hamber.

Hon. William Culham
Woodward, Lieutenant'
Qovernor 1941 to 1946 is
second from the left. With him
are three members of the first
Coalition Ministry, Hon.
John Hart, the Premier, at
the right, Hon. R. L.
Maitland, Attorney'Qeneral
at the left and Hon. Herbert
Anscombe, Minister of
Finance.

Hon. Charles Arthur Banks,
Lieutenant'Qovernor 1946
to 1950.

Hon. Clarence Wallace,
Lieutenant'Qovernor 1950
to 1955.

A view of the current Qovernment
House at Victoria showing the
port'cochere from the previous
Qovernment House, burned in
I
957- This was the only part of the
old building embodied in the new.

Industrialists Take Hold
measures into the Legislature. To one of these measures, Mr.
Dunsmuir refused his assent as Lieutenant-Governor and others
were disallowed by the Federal Government. The LieutenantGovernor was highly unpopulär in labour circles and when antiOriental riots broke out in Vancouver in September, 1907, he
was burned in effigy before the City Hall. He resigned not long
after this. As his secretary put it, he was glad to be rid of the job.
THOMAS WILLIAM PATERSON

was followed at Government House by
Thomas William Paterson, a Scotsman and a railway contractor
who owned considerable property on Vancouver Island and on
the Mainland, particularly in the Fräser Valley.
Born in Ayrshire, Thomas Paterson had emigrated as a young
man to Ontario and, after a few years farming there, became
associated with a contracting firm, Larkin, Connolly & Co. of
St. Catharines, Ont., which was building a Stretch of the new
Canadian Pacific north of Lake Superior. That work completed,
the firm moved to British Columbia where it obtained a contract
for completion of the Esquimalt Graving Dock, which had been
the subject of a long controversy between the provincial and
federal governments.
Meanwhile, another controversy which had divided the two
governments, that concerning the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway, had been cleared up. The contract for construction of the
line had been let to Robert Dunsmuir and his colleagues, a syndicate
of California millionaires, but the actual work was done under a
sub-contract by Thomas Paterson and Senator George Riley, who
afterwards became his father-in-law. The last spike on the line
was driven by Sir John A. Macdonald near Shawinigan Lake on
August 13, 1886 and Paterson and his partners were free to
turn their attention to another contract.
This was for the construction of the Shuswap and Okanagan
JAMES DUNSMUIR
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Railway, a line for which the Smithe government had first offered
the Canadian Pacific a subsidy of $200,000, later changed to
a guarantee of interest for 25 years on the cost of construction.
The Shuswap and Okanagan, 50 miles in length and running
from Sicamous to Okanagan Falls, gave access to a fine area of
agricultural land and was a major factor in the early growth of
the City of Vernon.
Back on Vancouver Island, Thomas Paterson undertook his
final contract, the construction of the Victoria and Sidney Railway. He had been prominent in political circles for some time
and in 1902 was elected to the Legislature for North Victoria.
In 1903, he was elected for the Islands and, when party alignment came, chose the Liberal side. In 1909, he was appointed
Lieutenant-Governor.
Mr. Paterson, who began as a farmer in Canada, never lost
his interest in farming and in his later years became a breeder of
thorough-bred short-horn cattle and other pure-bred stock. Part
of one of his old farms in the Delta, near the southern portal
of the Deas Island Tunnel is now Paterson Park, devoted to
harness racing.
During 1912, while the Patersons were in residence at Government House, the Duke of Connaught, then Govenor-General, came
visiting with the Duchess and their daughter, Princess Patricia,
and the Patersons were their hosts.
SIR FRANK STILLMAN BARNARD

IN 1914, a little before the First World War began, Frank
Stillman Barnard and Mrs. Barnard took up their residence at
Government House as Lieutenant-Governor and chatelaine. The
Barnards had been in Canada and British Columbia practically
from the beginning of both. The first of them came from New
England at the end of the American Revolution. The second
and third came to British Columbia on the tail of the Gold
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Rush. The eider of the British Columbia Barnards carried letters
and packages for pioneers on his back over paths in the Cariboo
bush. Later, he cleared out mule trails, organized stage coaches
and put steamships on the river — the famous "B-X" Express,
a symbol of efficiency and speed. He even tried using tractors
in freighting but found them too slow and costly.
The son, born in Toronto, spent his boyhood at Yale in the
early Sixties, saw gold Operations on the bars up and down the
river, saw the Coming of the Royal Engineers, saw the development of his father's express which carried the treasure the miners
dug from the rieh Cariboo creeks. He had gone east to Hellmuth
College at London, Ont., and graduating came back to British
Columbia to become first an apprentice and later general-manager
in the express business. Meanwhile Francis Jones Barnard, the
father, developed an interest in public affairs, and sat in the
earliest Mainland Legislative Councils for Yale and Yale-Cariboo.
In 1888, the year before his death, he declined a senatorship.
The father had begun with small things and by his ability
and attention to detail had made them big. The son began half
way up the ladder and climbed farther. He was in lumbering
and in power and brewery enterprises and, by the time he was
made Lieutenant-Governor was one of the wealthiest men in the
Province. He was M.P. for Yale-Cariboo from 1888 to 1896.
He was 30 years of age when Vancouver was incorporated in
1886 and the prospects of the infant city fascinated him. It
would soon need transportation and electric power, he told his
friends and set himself to organize these Utilities. In 1894, he
formed the Consolidated Railway Company and thus became the
father of Vancouver's street railway. Two years later, the enterprise was taken over by a group of British financiers and the
B.C. Electric Railway Company was born, with Mr. Barnard
as managing director. In 1898, the managing director resigned
but remained on the directorate. In 1906, he retired from active
business but retained his connection with the B.C. Electric.
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When the First World War broke out not very long after
he was made Lieutenant-Governor, Frank Barnard threw himself into patriotic work and was associated with Sir Richard
McBride in the purchase of two Chilean submarines for the
protection of the Pacific Coast. It was McBride who made the
bargain; it was Barnard, as Lieutenant-Governor, who signed the
special Warrant for $1,000,000 with which payment was made.
Lady Barnard was a member of a very old British Columbia
family of German origin. In fact, she was a relative of the man
who put cameis on the Cariboo Road. A vague knowledge
of this gave rise to an incident when the Lusitania was sunk
and the rumour grew that a number of members of the German
Club in Victoria had celebrated the sinking. An angry mob
gathered and wrecked the German Club and a German beer garden.
The Riot Act was read and the troops called out — something
unique in Victoria. The trouble passed, but it flared up again
and another mob visited Government House and threatened the
people there. It was all a mistake, of course, but it was a poor
return to the Lieutenant-Governor for his patriotic efforts.
After retiring from Government House, the Barnards did a
lot of travelling. They had a yacht and cruised British Columbia
waters in summer while at other seasons they were to be found
in Great Britain, on the Continent or in California. Knighthood
came in 1918, the couple celebrated their Golden Wedding
in 1933 and Sir Frank died in 1936.
COLONEL EDWARD GAWLOR PRIOR

relinquished the premiership of
British Columbia in November, 1902, he advised the LieutenantGovernor to call Colonel Edward Gawlor Prior to succeed him.
Born in Yorkshire and trained as a mining engineer, Edward
G. Prior came to British Columbia in 1873, when he was only
20, and secured a position with the Vancouver Coal Mining
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and Land Company at Nanaimo. After five years in that position
and two years as provincial inspector of mines, he helped organize
a hardware business which, with headquarters in Victoria and
branches in other centres, achieved marked success.
Keenly interested in military matters, Mr. Prior was a member
of the Nanaimo Rifles while he lived in Nanaimo and, when he
moved to Victoria, joined the Garrison Artillery. In 1890, he
commanded the Canadian rifle team at Bisley. In 1897, he was
one of the Canadian contingent sent to Queen Victoria's Diamond
Jubilee, and in 1913 he became Colonel of his regiment. Twice,
he was president of the Dominion Rifle Association.
Col. Prior was elected to the Legislative Assembly in 1886
and sat there for a year and a half when an opportunity came
to move on to Ottawa. Noah Shakespeare, a notable old-timer,
who had been representing Victoria in the House of Commons,
was appointed city postmaster and Col. Prior was chosen by
acclamation to fill the vacancy. He served in the House of
Commons for the next fourteen years. For the last six months
or so of that period, he was Controller of Inland Revenue in the
Bowell and Tupper administrations, thus becoming the second
British Columbia representative to serve in a Federal ministry.
Hon. Edgar Dewdney was the first.
In 1902, Col. Prior returned to the British Columbia provincial field and was elected for his old constituency. He became
a member of the Dunsmuir cabinet as minister of mines and,
after a few months, succeeded Mr. Dunsmuir as Premier. Col.
Prior was still head of a large hardware business. A concern in
which a minister has a Controlling interest is not supposed to tender
on or accept government contracts, but the Prior firm did accept
a contract to supply some wire rope for a bridge in the Cariboo.
It was assumed that the Premier had no personal knowledge of
the transaction, but Sir Henri Joli, the Lieutenant-Governor, was
a stickler for the proprieties in matters of this sort and asked
for Colonel Prior's resignation.
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Defeated in 1904, Colonel Prior retired to private life but
was called back to office late in 1919 and appointed LieutenantGovernor in succession to Sir Frank Barnard. He died following
an Operation on December 13, 1920. He had been twice married.
His first wife was Suzette, youngest daughter of John Work,
a famous Hudson's Bay Chief Factor and so related to half
the local fur-trading families. She died in 1897. The second
wife was Genevieve, daughter of Captain T. Wright of San
Francisco. She was the fifth Government House chatelaine of
American birth.
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WALTER NICHOL

To THE END of the First World War, practically all British
Columbia's Governors and Lieutenant-Governors had had some
experience of politics or administration. After 1920, they were
drawn from a different world — the world of business, of industry,
of merchandising, of finance. The first of these new men of
affairs to be placed at the head of Government activity was Walter
Cameron Nichol, Publisher of the Vancouver Province.
Nichol's grandfather had been in politics. In the days before
Confederation, he had sat in the old Parliament of Canada and
had made some heavy weather of it. In the War of 1812, he
had served as General Brock's quartermaster-General. Later, he
had been appointed a Judge and one stormy winter night, while
driving his team and cutter along the Niagara escarpment, he
had gone over the brink.
Walter Nichol grew up in Toronto, London and Hamilton
and early learned the ways of newspaper offices. In the midNineties he came west, prospecting the newspaper field of British
Columbia. There was a mining boom in the Kootenays and the
Slocan at the time and tiny newspapers, each founded on a sack
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of type, a little press and unlimited hope — The Claim, The
Paystreak, The Ledge and so forth — were emerging almost as
rapidly as new mines. Walter Nichol looked the scene over,
tried his hand on one or two of the young Journals and passed on
to Victoria where he feil in with a young Englishman, Hewitt
Bostock, with political ambitions and some money, who had set
up a printshop there and was running The Province, a weekly
Journal of comment with some literary pretensions, but no profit.
Bostock's editor had returned to England not long before and
Nichol feil heir to the job. He had had some experience in
helping found Saturday Night at Toronto a few months before
and knew what he wanted. He made The Province a more
humourous and brighter paper with more impertinence and less
dignity. Before long he had got into a libel suit with Premier
Turner and one of his ministers and persuaded Bostock that
if he wished to continue publishing his Journal he had better move
it across the strait of Georgia where there were more people
to support it. The newspaper prospered, Nichol became
Lieutenant-Governor and not only, to his surprise, enjoyed the
experience but made a very acceptable chief of State.
At Government House, Mrs. Nichol, a talented pianist herseif, inaugurated a series of musicales which were much appreciated
by Victoria folk. At Government House, too, both Mr. and Mrs.
Nichol not only paid a large amount of attention to the gardens
and grounds but, when they were leaving, Mrs. Nichol, as a
memento of their stay, made the garden a present of 200 new
rose bushes. These she had planted on the site of the old Cary
Castle Guard House in which Governor Seymour had installed
a Sergeant and a dozen men sixty years before.
Hon. Walter Nichol was the first Lieutenant-Governor of
British Columbia to honour the Nootka village at Friendly Cove
where European civilization began on the British Columbia Coast.
It was on August 13, 1924 that Mr. Nichol, at the instance
of Judge F. W. Howay of the Historie Sites and Monuments
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Board unveiled a cairn on a small rocky island off Nootka
Sound recalling the visit of Captain James Cook to the cove
in 1788 and the visits of Captain George Vancouver and of his
friend Bodega y Quadra in 1792.
RANDOLPH BRUCE
BRITISH COLUMBIA'S thirteenth Lieutenant-Governor was
Randolph Bruce, a generous, pawky mining engineer from Aberdeen. Bruce had spent a decade or more working on Canadian
Pacific Railway lines in British Columbia and had made a fortune
from the Paradise Mine in the Windermere.
About the beginning of the First World War, Randolph
Bruce had married Lady Elizabeth Northcote, daughter of the
Earl of Iddesleigh and built her a great, log palace in a pleasant
spot on the shore of Windermere Lake. Lady Elizabeth died
before long and the sorrowing husband buried her by the lake
and re-built the log abode into a hospital, which he presented
to the Community. He lived for another 28 years devoted mostly
to good works and public Service. He was Lieutenant-Governor
from 1926 to 1931 and Canadian Ambassador to Japan from
1936 to 1938. Most of this time he was blind or nearly so,
and all of it he was devoted to hospitals. More than a million
dollars of his fortune, it is stated, went to British Columbia
hospitals after his death. In spite of his handicap, he insisted
on visiting out-of-the-way places in the province during his
lieutenant-governorship.
At Government House, two devoted nieces from Scotland
helped their uncle by acting as hostesses. The first one was with
him for a couple of years. Then she married and left and her
sister came out to replace her. The sister married, too, and when
she had gone, Mr. Bruce himself married.
Mr. Bruce was host to The Prince of Wales and the Duke of
Kent in 1927 and to Sir Winston Churchill in 1929.
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FORDHAM JOHNSON

W. FORDHAM JOHNSON was British Columbia's 14m
Lieutenant-Governor. He came from England in 1888 to join the
Vancouver branch of the Bank of British Columbia. He was 22.
About the time the Bank of British Columbia was taken over by
the Canadian Bank of Commerce, Mr. Johnson became a member
of the accounting staff of the British Columbia Sugar Refining
Company.
After serving two years as manager of the company's Operations
in Fiji, Mr. Johnson returned to Vancouver and, during the
next thirteen years rose through successive appointments in the
company's Service until he became President in 1920. Later,
he was made Chairman of the Board.
In 1931, Mr. Johnson was appointed Lieutenant-Governor
of British Columbia in succession to Hon. R. R. Bruce. The
time was the early period of the depression. The Tolmie
Government was in power in Victoria and was experiencing
serious difficulties because purchasing power had been greatly
reduced and unemployment was distressing. It was an unhappy
time to be in office.
Circumstances did not lend themselves to gay social events
during Mr. Johnson's period at Government House. There was
little money to spend on entertainment and show. Everything
was on short commons. But when, on October 15, 1935, the
Vice-President of the United States paid Victoria a courtesy
call while on his way to the Philippines, it was feit something
had to be done by way of welcome. So, a banquet was organized
at the Empress Hotel with Mr. Johnson as host and Premier
T. D. Pattullo and Mayor Leeming as supporters. The VicePresident on this occasion was John Nance Garner of Texas
who had been elected in the fall of 1932 as running mate of
Franklin Roosevelt and who was to run successfully with Mr.
Roosevelt again in 1936.
JOHN
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Mr. Garner was a rough diamond who had been born on a
backwoods Texas ranch. Independent, original and perhaps a
bit eccentric, he had cut quite a swath in United States politics
and was highly populär in the republic. He was usually blunt
of speech but he responded readily and warmly to the welcome
accorded him at Victoria and paid tributes to Canada as the
good neighbour. But when Victoria reporters asked him to
comment on the Canadian general election of the previous day,
when W. L. Mackenzie King had defeated R. B. Bennett, he
said he never commented on anything. Then he added that he
had not even known there had been an election.
Mr. Johnson was an enthusiastic fisherman and lover of outdoors and at Qualicum had one of the loveliest summer homes
on the British Columbia coast.
ERIC WERGE HAMBER

R. C. MOODY, who selected New Westminster to be the capital of British Columbia, set his Royal
Engineers to clear the townsite, one of the first Orders he gave
was to cut a road from the Fräser River to Burrard Inlet
so that in the event of an attack on the young city by an
American army, the garrison would have a back door through
which to escape. New Westminster was never attacked and its
Citizens never had to flee. But they found Moody's North Road
useful almost immediately. It led them to new fishing grounds.
It lured them to lovely picnicking places they had never visited
before. It induced some of the little town's enterprising businessmen
to go exploring and eventually to found an enterprise which
became the kernel from which a mighty industry grew. This
enterprise was the water-driven, little sawmill at Moodyville
which produced the first lumber that entered British Columbia's
export lumber trade.
The sawmill bumed down and Sewell Moody, the principal
W H E N COLONEL
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owner, engaged a young, New Brunswick millwright to rebuild
it. This was John Hendry. Hendry did not tie his fortunes
to Moodyville. He went on to work for and invest in other
wood-working enterprises on the Fräser, at Victoria and elsewhere. He dipped into railroads with James J. Hill; he went into
power development and sugar refining, was even angel to a morning
newspaper, The Vancouver Ledger, for a time, but with little
satisfaction. At one time or another, he headed such national
organizations as the Canadian Lumbermen's Association, the
Canadian Forestry Association, the Canadian Manufacturers' Association. In the course of his upward climb, he became owner of
the Hastings Mill, one of the pioneer industries on Burrard
Inlet and the Moodyville mill on the North shore.
While John Hendry was consolidating his fortunes, a young
man of the next generation was beginning his climb at Winnipeg.
This was Eric Werge Hamber, son of the Principal of St.
John's College. He was taking a course in classics at St. John's
and mixing athletics judiciously with his scholarship. At the
College, he played soccer, football and hockey and was a champion in rowing contests and various field sports. From the College,
he entered the Dominion Bank as a junior clerk and while working
in the bank at Toronto he captained both football teams and
hockey teams for the Argonauts. He played Stanley Cup hockey,
too. At the British Henley in 1902 he rowed with the Argonaut
eight that represented Canada and in 1908, when his old
Winnipeg pals made thefinalsin the British Henley Eric Hamber
rowed with them.
In 1912, Eric Hamber was an executive in the Dominion Bank
in London. There, he married Aldyen Irene, John Hendry's
daughter, and the two came back to Vancouver to help administer
the Hendry enterprises. Soon, the husband became a director
of the Canadian Pacific and president of the Company that
controlled the Hastings Mill. Before long, too, he became a
member of the boards of various companies Controlling mills,
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collieries and investment firms. From hockey and football he
graduated to polo and yachting. His yacht, Lady Van, won
several cups in international Pacific regattas. In Coquitlam, he
developed the 1000-acre Minnekhada stock farm into a show
place. He was named a Freeman of Vancouver and appointed
Honorary Colonel of the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada. He
and his wife took part in many philanthropic activities and during
the Second World War they contributed liberally of time and
money to the public Services.
In 1936, Eric Werge Hamber was appointed LieutenantGovernor of British Columbia and in the following five years
he and Mrs. Hamber, besides the ordinary routine work of the
office, had a heavy entertainment load to carry.
In 1937, President and Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt had lunch
at Government House and in 1939 King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth visited Canada and stayed two nights with the Hambers.
Before that, the Hambers had had special seats at the Coronation
and were at the Royal Ball at Buckingham Palace.
The term as Lieutenant-Governor had scarcely been completed
when Mr. Hamber was persuaded to accept nomination as Chancellor of the University of British Columbia and served two
terms on the University Board. He was made a C.M.G. in 1946.
Hon. Eric Hamber died in Vancouver after a lengthy illness
on January 10, i960. He was 80 years old. Some years before
his death, he had established the Hamber Endowment at the
University of British Columbia to provide scholarships in medicine
and nursing. With Mrs. Hamber, too, he had established the
Hamber Foundation to provide funds for various educational and
charitable purposes.
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L T . COL. WILLIAM CULHAM WOODWARD
BACK IN THE eighteen-eighties, when Vancouver was still
scarcely even Gastown, Charles Woodward, senior, was conducting a little country störe at Gore Bay on Manitoulin Island
at the north end of Lake Huron. In the matter of pioneering,
Vancouver and Gore Bay were at that time about on a par. If
either had wooden sidewalks, these were the extent of their
amenities.
It was at Gore Bay that William Culham Woodward, afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia, was born. The
senior Woodward had another country störe at Thessalon, not
far away on the Northern Ontario mainland, and in 1892 this
störe burned down. That seemed to bring the family to a decision
and very shortly the eleven of them, father, mother and nine
children moved across the continent to the very primitive Vancouver, to a störe on what was then Westminster Avenue (now
Main Street) and to a home in the bush near what was later the
Main street bridge.
Before long, tragedy Struck the young family. The mother died
and some of the children followed. The father was left with
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a prostrated family and a business struggling to get on its feet.
As he confessed in later days, he thought of pulling out and
returning to Ontario where he had friends and relatives. But
there was no hope. All his means were invested in the business
and there was nothing to do but carry on. So, on the desperation
the Situation engendered and the determination the desperation
developed, the Woodward empire was started. There was no
direction for it to go but forward.
Young William Woodward went to Vancouver schools, then
in his teens tried his hand at banking in British Columbia and
in Cuba. Finally there was an unsuccessful spell at stock-broking
and he returned in 1908 to become a bookkeeper in his father's
störe. It was the father's plan to give the son a practical experience
in merchandising and finance.
Young Woodward served in the First World War with the
First Canadian Heavy Artillery and later went to Germany with
the occupation forces. On demobilization, he returned to his
father's störe, which had been growing all the while. He retained
his interest in military matters and took a prominent part in
Vancouver Board of Trade activities.
In 1920, he married Miss Ruth Wynn Johnson, daughter
of C. E. Wynn Johnson, a Yukon pioneer settled on a ranch
at Alkali Creek in the Cariboo.
In the late Thirties, adventures began to crowd on the Woodwards. In 1937, Charles Woodward died and the son became
President of the department störe chain which, by this time, had
extended into Alberta. In 1939, he became associated with Rt.
Hon. C. D. Howe in the Federal Department of Munitions
& Supply which he described as the chief link between British
Columbia business and the federal capital. He made several trips
to the British Isles and the European battle front and on one
of these, the ship in which he, C. D. Howe and Hon. W. Scott
were travelling, was torpedoed. Mr. Scott lost his life but
Mr. Howe and Mr. Woodward were rescued.
62

Veterans of Two Wars
Soon after he arrived home from this advcnture, he was offered
the post of Lieutenant-Governor and accepted. The Woodward
term at Government House coincided with that of Hon. John
Hart as first Coalition Premier. So there was little by way of
political fireworks.
The Woodwards had some interesting social events at Government House during their five years. Princess Juliana of Holland
was a populär visitor. She stayed for four days at Government
House, launched a ship at Yarrows and invited the whole Dutch
Community to a tea party.
Princess Alice and the Earl of Athlone came visiting from
Ottawa and insisted on taking a seven-mile walk each day of
their stay. Lord Montgomery of Alamain and Earl Alexander
of Tunis, when the latter was Governor-General, were also guests
of the Woodwards. So were Lord Somerville, Admiral of the Fleet
and General Dobbie, hero of Malta.
Like the Nichols, who had not lived in Victoria until they
went to Government House, the Woodwards feil in love with
the capital and its surroundings and, after their term was over,
developed Woodwyn, a ranch home of some 300 acres on Saanich
Peninsula. Mr. Woodward died suddenly while holidaying in
Hawaii on February 24, 1957.
COLONEL CHARLES ARTHUR BANKS
BUSH PILOTS and flying box cars have been associated with
prospecting and with the mining industry in northern Canada
for almost two generations. It remained, however, for a Canadian
engineer and business man, operating in a far-distant country to
make the most spectacular and successful use of the airplane in
the mining industry. The engineer was Charles Arthur Banks,
afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of British Columbia, and the
scene of his Operations was the mountains of New Guinea, once
thought of as the hunting-grounds of cannibals and headhunters.
Born in New Zealand of British parents, Charles Banks was
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educated at the Thames School of Mines, London University.
He early became a member of a syndicate of mining engineers
and prospectors with world-wide ramifications. In France, he
found the daughter of a French count, Jean Montalk, who was
as fond of adventure and prospecting as he, and they came to
Canada on their honeymoon just before the First World War.
Almost immediately, both returned to Europe, he to join the
Royal Engineers, she to drive ambulances for more than three
years on various battlefields.
After the war New Guinea gold-fields lured them. There was
gold there, but the distances were great, the mountains high, the
jungles impenetrable.
Charles Banks puzzled over the Situation. If the mountains and
the jungles could not be penetrated, perhaps it would be possible
to fly over them. There were a lot of airplanes in the world,
surplus after the war. Perhaps it would be possible to acquire
some of them and turn them to account. Not with anything
like unanimity, he and his associates decided to try and Banks
went to Germany where he purchased three Junker airplanes
that had seen Service in the war. These were re-conditioned, and
flown to the northern coast of New Guinea about 90 miles
from Bulolo river where prospecting had shown promising gold
deposits. An air-field was developed on the coast and gradually
from this gold dredges and other mining equipment were moved
by air to the dredging ground, surmounting the barriers that had
hitherto proven impassable. Mining personnel were transported,
too and, gradually a village of several hundred people built up.
The ground proved fabulously rieh and the profit more than
encouraging. From the head office of the Controlling corporation
— Placer Development, Limited — in Vancouver, the business
was carried on until 1942, when Japanese bombers destroyed
the works. Other development had been undertaken in other
parts as well, particularly in South America, Alaska and British
Columbia. Since the war, also, Bulolo has been rehabilitated.
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When the Second World War broke out, Mr. Banks offered
his Services to the Canadian Government and was given an assignment in London as representative of Canada's Department of
Munitions and Supply. Mrs. Banks went along and set up an
Organization for operating leave centres for soldiers. This Service
she continued through the blitz, through the London fire and
through the assaults by German V-bombs.
When the war was over, the Banks returned to their home in
West Vancouver. He was still in control of large affairs and there
was plenty of work to do.
In October, 1946, he was offered the appointment of
Lieutenant-Governor and he accepted eagerly, considering it an
honour and a privilege.
The Banks remained in Government House for four years
working with the two Coalition Premiers, John Hart and Byron
I. Johnson. Then, because he found his business affairs needed
more attention, Mr. Banks asked to be relieved. This was in
October, 1950. Mr. Banks passed away at his home in West
Vancouver in September, 1961.
COLONEL CLARENCE WALLACE

in its hundred years, has had the hand
of only one shipbuilder on the wheel of its ship of State. That
was the hand of Clarence Wallace, sworn in as LieutenantGovernor on October 1, 1950.
The Wallaces came from Brixham in Devon, the little Channel
port where William of Orange landed when he came to take his
kingdoms of England and Scotland from the Stuarts. The first
of them in Canada was Alfred Wallace, who came with his
wife, Eliza, in 1889, after having learned his trades of shipwright
and ship's carpenter in the Brixham yards under the guidance
of his father. Brixham ships were built of wood in Alfred Wallace's
day — logs of elm and oak — and this had to be cut, without
BRITISH COLUMBIA,
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machinery over a sawpit with a whipsaw, then moulded and
built. That is where the proverbial Brixham brawn came in.
But skill and industry were involved, as well.
The Wallaces spent a couple of years in Ontario, helping
build Great Lakes steamships, then in 1891, took train for Vancouver. Vancouver was only five years old at the time. It had
risen from very small beginnings. It had been founded, incorporated and named. Then it had passed through a baptism of
fire and was building itself up feverishly. There were a couple
of boatyards on the waterfront. Captain Thomas Watts had
one on Burrard Inlet and Andy Linton a smaller one on False
Creek. Alfred Wallace found work in both. The Miramichi,
a pleasure yacht, the first steam vessel to be built in the incorporated city of Vancouver, was on the wäys in the Watts
yard and the newly-arrived Brixham man had a part in its construction. There was other work in repair yards and sawmill
yards, and Alfred secured a contract for constructing sheet-metal
lifeboats for the Canadian Pacific Coast steamships. These, he
and a friend built among the stumps in the Wallace backyard.
They built fishing boats, too, and by 1894 Wallace had a boatyard of his own on False Creek and an assembly-line of his
own devising on which he was turning out Columbia River type
fishing boats in large numbers.
Gradually, larger and more complicated craft were undertaken,
a paddle steamer for the Yukon, afisheriescruiser for the Dominion Government, a ferry to ply Burrard Inlet and a number
of steam tugs. A marine ways was added to the plant and there
was a continuous stream of repair work. In 1906, a new shipyard
was opened in North Vancouver and the False Creek yard,
after a fire, was closed.
The First World War came and the Wallaces, besides manufacturing shell casings, undertook to build a number of wooden
schooners, then began building steel cargo ships. Clarence, who
had been born in Vancouver in 1893 and had attended St.
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Andrew's College in Toronto, had become apprenticed in the
yard in 1912. When war came, he joined the British Columbia
Horse and was soon running despatches in France. At the Second
Battle of Ypres he was gassed and wounded. Invalided to Canada
he found himself in the Wallace yard again and, after some
special training, was made purchasing agent. Larger and larger
responsibilities feil to him and in 1921 he became general manager.
Hubert, the second Wallace son, entered the Royal Military
College in 1916 and was afterwards in the Royal Air Corps. He
began his apprenticeship in the shipyard in 1919.
For some decades efforts had been made by various corporations
and organizations to have a dry dock built on Burrard Inlet
with the assistance of a Dominion Government subsidy. Those
interested in the creation of the facility had seemed near success
on various occasions, but something always seemed to get in
the way.
At last, in the early i92o's, an arrangement was made with the
Federal Government. The Wallaces were granted a subsidy to
build a floating drydock on the North Shore of Burrard Inlet.
Work was started in February, 1923 and the drydock was completed and put into Service by August 11, 1925.
The installation of the drydock involved various adjustments
and expansions in the Wallace yards and these proved a boon
when the pressure of wartime ship-building came.
During the Second World War, a remarkable transformation
was made at Burrard where in less than six years, 126 ships
were constructed including corvettes, minesweepers and cargo ships
of various types besides conversions and a continuous flow of
repairs. The yard was a comparatively small one at the beginning
with a staff of about 200 men. At its peak Burrard was employing
over 13,000 men and women in its two yards and was capable
of building eight 10,000-ton cargo ships at the same time.
The war had been over five years when Clarence Wallace
was appointed Lieutenant-Governor in the fall of 1950 but the
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post-war demand for ships continued and the ways and shops at
Burrard were busy. Colonel Wallace knew the duties of a
Lieutenant-Governor were continuous and could be onerous. So he
made arrangements to be relieved of the pressure of the shipbuilding business and devoted himself fully to the work of his
new office. During their term at Government House, he and
Mrs. Wallace served two Sovereigns, King George VI and Queen
Elizabeth. They entertained Princess Elizabeth and Prince Philip
when they visited British Columbia in 1951 and began an interesting period of friendship that included several episodes, among
them a visit to the Coronation in 1953 and Prince Philip's visit
to the British Empire Games next year.
They made friends with two Governors-General, Earl Alexander and Rt. Hon. Vincent Massey. Earl Alexander and the
members of his family spent a fortnight at the Wallace summer
camp at Silver Valley in 1950 and were back for the British
Empire Games. Mr. Massey visited British Columbia almost
every year while he was at Rideau Hall and stayed several times
with the Wallaces at Government House. There were other
visitors of importance: Crown Prince Akihito of Japan; Prince
Axel of Denmark; Rt. Hon. Louis S. St. Laurent; Miss Margaret
Truman and the Archbishop of Canterbury and Mrs. Fisher.
Colonel Wallace had a unique political task such as has fallen
to the lot of no Lieutenant-Governor before him or since. Always
at other elections in British Columbia, except in the case of one
or two at the very beginning, the electors have been able to make
up their minds — to give a definite decision.
In the general election of 1952, however, the electors seemed
bewildered. They decided definitely enough against the Coalition
Government which had been headed by Hon. Byron Johnson,
but they made no choice between the Canadian Commonwealth
Federation led by Mr. Harold Winch and the Social Credit Party.
Premier Johnson delayed action for a time. Then, suddenly, he
resigned. The Lieutenant-Governor was without advisers and he
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had to make a choice — a political choice, too, of the kind
Lieutenant-Governors are not supposed to make. Confronted with
the problem, he accepted the challenge and called on W. A. C.
Bennett to form a government. He was criticized, of course,
for the whole province had been divided on the issue and remained divided. But his choice has been confirmed repeatedly by
the voters during the past 15 years.
COLONEL FRANK MACKENZIE ROSS
O F BRITISH COLUMBIA'S twenty Lieutenant-Governors, three
came from Scotland. First was Thomas William Paterson, railroad contractor; next, Robert Randolph Bruce, mining engineer;
and, most recently, Frank Mackenzie Ross, one of Canada's
great industrialists.
Colonel Ross' appointment as Lieutenant-Governor came to
him as a surprise, and it was a family decision to accept it.
"There is a tradition to uphold and we shall do our best for the
people of British Columbia," he said modestly in making the
announcement of acceptance.
Frank Mackenzie Ross, son of a Scottish sheep farmer, was
bom in Glasgow in 1891 and began his business career as a
bank clerk in Montreal at 19. At the beginning of World War I
he joined the Canadian Army as a private and served with
the 8th Battalion, "Little Black Devils". He received the Military
Cross for Services at Arras and the Bar at Amiens and was promoted to Captain a couple of months before the war ended.
After the war, he joined the staff of the Saint John Drydock
and Shipbuilding Company and, though he knew nothing of
shipbuilding to begin with, was general manager within six months.
That was the beginning of his industrial and financial career.
Since then he has engaged in shipbuilding, steel fabricating, shipping, natural gas production, and the operating of department
stores. He has also had a share in conducting the largest cattle
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ranch in the Commonwealth and for years operated a 230 acre
farm at Cloverdale, B.C., where he raised Welsh ponies.
In World War II he was a "dollar-a-year-man" at Ottawa purchasing supplies for the British Admiralty and for his Services
received a C.M.G.
In recognition of his war work, too, the City of London
made him a Freeman of the City. He was made Honorary Colonel
of the Canadian Scottish Regiment at Victoria (Princess Mary's)
in 1961.
Colonel and Mrs. Ross were appointed to Government House
on October 3, 1955 and went there as a team. She had had
a career in her own right before she married Colonel Ross in
1944 and before becoming chatelaine at Government House.
A graduate of the University of British Columbia in economics,
she had taken post graduate courses at Bryn Mawr, at the London
School of Economics and Marburg in Germany, had been married
in England, been widowed and returned to Canada with two
children before the Second World War. During the war she
had been administrator of oils and fats in the Wartime Prices
and Trade Board. Her Alma Mater has honoured her three times:
by giving her the Great Trekker Award, by awarding her the
honourary degree of LL.D. and by electing her University
Chancellor.
On their appointment to Government House the Rosses threw
themselves enthusiastically into the duties they had assumed and their
enthusiasm continued even though these duties, in the working out,
proved much heavier than they had promised to be. The extra
weight came from the heavy social obligations it feil to them to
assume and from the fire which destroyed Government House in
April, 1957 when their term was still less than half completed.
Handicapped by the loss of their home in Victoria, the Rosses
were also faced with the task of helping design and superintend
the building and furnishing of the new official residence. They
had their own home on Belmont Avenue in Vancouver. They
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also had an interest at the time in the great Douglas Lake
ranch. And they leased palatial quarters in the Empress Hotel
for which, it is understood they paid a rental of something like
$20,000 a year for three years. Throughout, they maintained the
entire Government House staff distributing its members among
the three homes and circulating them so as to serve the comfort
of their guests. These guests included Princess Margaret, whom
Colonel Ross squired about the Province on her Centennial Tour
in 1958, the Princess Royal, the Queen Mother Elizabeth, Princess Alexandra and Prince Bernhardt of the Netherlands, then
Her Majesty, the Queen and Prince Philip who came to open
the new Government House when it had been completed in 1959.
Losing the old Government House must have been a heartbreak to the Rosses, as it was to anyone who had lived in it,
for it was a dream of a place. But rebuilding and refurnishing
the new one must have been a delight even though the cost was
high in money, time and labour. What woman wouldn't have
thrilled to the challenge of Shopping for such a project and of
having two continents for her shop? Mrs. Ross not only had
the zest for the task to which fate had assigned her, she had the
intelligence, the capacity and the industry for it, too. And the
verdict of many deemed capable of judging is that the new home
provided for British Columbia's Lieutenant-Governors—modelled
as it is on the old house but on more generous lines — is the
most beautiful official residence assigned to its rulers by any
of the world's democracies. It Stands proudly on the rock where
stood in the first instance, old Cary Castle.
MAJOR-GENERAL GEORGE RANDOLPH PEARKES, V.C.

post at Ottawa or a seat in the
House of Commons to a desk at Government House, Victoria
is not a usual step, but it has been made on several occasions.
The first to make the move was Hon. Edgar Dewdney who,
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after beginning his career as a surveyor in British Columbia
had served as an administrator on the Prairies and as Minister
of the Interior in the last Sir John Macdonald Government. Others
were Sir Henri Joly de Lotbiniere, who had been Minister
of Inland Revenue under Sir Wilfrid Laurier and Col. E. G.
Prior who had served as Controller of Inland Revenue in the
Bowell and Tupper administrations. Also, three Senators, Clement
F. Cornwall, Hugh Nelson, and Dr. T. R. McInnes and Sir Frank
Barnard a member of the Commons had transferred from Ottawa
to Victoria. Nelson and McInnes had sat in the Commons also.
And there is, of course, Major-General G. R. Pearkes. General
Pearkes represented Nanaimo in the House of Commons from
1945 to 1953 and Esquimalt-Saanich from 1953 to i960.
Born in Herts, England in 1888, George Randolph Pearkes
was sent to Canada at 18 to learn farming. After a year or two
on Vancouver Island and on farms in the vicinity of Red Deer,
Alberta, he took up a homestead near Rocky Mountain House,
70 miles from a railroad. He proved up on his property in the
hard way by 1911, doing survey work on northern rivers in the
meantime, and then joined the Royal North West Mounted
Police. Several years patrol work in the Yukon followed.
Then, when the First World War began, the young officer
came down to Victoria and joined the 2nd Canadian Mounted
Rifles. At Ypres Salient, he was wounded and commissioned
on the field; then, in later war activities he won the Military
Cross at Regina Trench, the Victoria Cross at Passchendaele, the
D.S.O. and the French Croix de Guerre at Amiens. Altogether,
he was wounded five times and ended the war as colonel commanding the 116th Battalion Canadian Expeditionary force.
In the war, he was known as a "happy warrior", and feeling,
apparently, that he had done better as a soldier than as either
a farmer or a policeman, he decided to continue in the army.
When the fighting was over, he remained in England for a time
attending the staff College at Camberley.
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Back in Canada between the two wars, he held various military
commands in the peacetime army and in 1939 was given command of the 2nd Canadian Infantry Brigade. He took this formation overseas and in 1940, as Major-General, was appointed to
the command of the First Division.
In 1941 came Pearl Harbor. There was some fear that the
Japanese might launch an attack on the British Columbia Coast
and General Pearkes, appointed G.O.C. Pacific Command, was
hurried back to Canada. In 1945, because he disagreed with
the man-power policy of the administration, he resigned his command and was persuaded to offer himself as Progressive Conservative candidate in the Nanaimo riding. He was elected and on
taking his seat at Ottawa became Opposition military critic. From
x
957 t 0 i960, he was Minister of National Defence.
In the House of Commons, General Pearkes was a good and
active member. He liked serving his constituents and spent much
time at this. He liked working on committees, too, for he feit
that it was there he could bring to bear any particular knowledge
of affairs he might have.
General Pearkes is not the first professional soldier to be a
Governor of British Columbia, but he is the first to be LieutenantGovernor. In colonial days, a soldier, Arthur Edward Kennedy,
successor to Sir James Douglas, was Governor, However, General
Pearkes has made two records. He is entitled to wear more
decorations than any other man who has held the office. And he
has held the office longer than any other. Walter Cameron
Nichol was Lieutenant-Governor just overfiveyears; Hugh Nelson
and Clement Cornwall for five and a half years and Sir Henri
Joly for six years; but General Pearkes completed his seventh year
in October, 1967.
As General Pearkes proved a much better than average soldier
when he was in the army, as his record shows, and a high class
critic and administrator when he was in the House of Commons,
so he has proven a capable and highly populär Lieutenant73
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Governor. He has worked at the job — and working at the job
involves a lot of routine. He has also involved himself in the
incidental duties — the ceremonial Jobs like laying corner stones
and unveiling plaques, and the social chores — giving dinners
and teas and balls and garden parties, but he has concerned
himself with seeing the Province and the Province's people, talking with the latter and discussing their problems. So, he has
travelled over the domain in his care. More, probably, than
any of his predecessors, he has set himself to study the problems
of the Indians of whom we have over 40,000 in British Columbia
and has made many trips by airplane into remote Indian villages
to see for himself how the residents are living there.
The Indians have appreciated this interest and various bands
have taken advantage of General Pearkes5 visits to hold colourful
ceremonies making the Lieutenant-Governor a tribal chief. In
the spring of 1967, the Nanaimo Indians named him "Staumish"
or "Leader of Leaders".
Mrs. Pearkes has been a competent chatelaine, too. Like
Mrs. Cornwall and Mrs. Woodward before her, she came from
a ranch. She was born near Cochrane in the Bow Valley and
met her soldier husband in Saanich when he was home visiting
his mother between the wars. They were married at St. Paul's
Garrison Church, Esquimalt, and as an omen of her happy future
a canary flew into the bride's bedroom on the wedding morn.
At Ottawa, as wife of the Minister of Defence, Mrs. Pearkes
had been mistress of a flat. In Victoria, she has a mansion to
administer and various outside duties, but has found not the
slightest difficulty in making the change.
At Government House — so the story runs — one of Mrs.
Pearkes3 first decisions was a domestic one. On making an inspection of the house and grounds, she found a laundry at the
foot of the garden — facilities for doing the washing of an
institution but none for doing small, intimate Jobs. So, one of the
first things to be ordered was a washing machine and drier.
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Incidentally, it may be recalled that sixty years before on the
same site Lady Dufferin had trouble with washing. There was
no water on the place except what was transported to it in barreis.
And so we end our story on a domestic note. The Queen's
representatives have important duties to perform, but like other
men they have homes where the daily task provides a background
with all its interest, charm and humour, that most valuäble asset
without which we should be poor indeed!
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HISTORY IS THE PRELUDE
TO TOMORROW
Mitchell Press regularly publishes
works that capture part of the past
of Western Canada making it live
as history for those who would
know the pioneers and the events
that have led to current times.
Some of these titles in print are:
PHYSICIAN AND
FÜR TRADER
The diary of
William Fräser Tolmie

$7.50

GHOST TOWNS OF
BRITISH COLUMBIA
by Bruce Ramsey

$7.50

THE YUKON STORY
by W. R. Hamilton

$7.00

CROSS IN THE
WILDERNESS
by Kay Cronin

$4.95

VANCOUVER'S
VOYAGE
by James and
Carrie Marshall

$7.95

MEDICAL SAGA
by Dr. H. L. Burris

$7.00

KLONDIKE CATTLE DRIVE
The Journal of Norman Lee $3.95
VANCOUVER
FROM MILLTOWN
TO METROPOLIS
by Alan Morley

$5.95
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Vancouver, Canada

