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PREFACE.
DURING the last ten or fifteen years I have been constantly
sked to recommend a book that will give a good general
icture of Canada and Canadian life in readable form, and
ave been unable t o ; for if there is any such book of even
loderately recent date making this its purport I have never
eard of it. Seeing that most of our Colonies have been thus
ealt with, it has always seemed to me passing strange that our
reatest, our nearest, and by far our most progressive dependency
iiould lack any presentment of the kind I have in view. As
ears went by, and Canada grew more and more conspicuous,
nd still none of her own sons or English acquaintances showed
ny disposition to supply this unquestionable want, I determined
> make the attempt myself, as soon as other literary engagelents permitted.
I Any pretension to completeness in so vast a subject would be
kliculous* What to say and what to leave unsaid is therefore
urely a question of instinct, judgment, or caprice—call it what
jbu will. It is absolutely certain that omissions which one
ferson will criticise another will commend, and vice versa.
The enthusiast, for instance, absorbed in the practical work of
Torth-Western settlement, is apt to regard all other phases and
Matures of Canadian life, past and present, as quite subordinate,
nd furthermore to exaggerate, not the importance of his work
>ut the interest taken in the details of it by the average Englishpin ; a misconception which a month or two of the Old Country
rould as a rule speedily dissipate.
I A work very heavily laden with these details would doubtless
fcommend itself to persons actually about to emigrate, but for
§£ public in general I fear it would not do. The apathy of his
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acquaintances and their provoking lack of any thirst for know
ledge of his interests and surroundings, is an old and chronic
grievance of the returned colonist on his earlier visits to thcj
centre of British Imperial power. When he gets older and
wiser he learns never to mention Canada, Australia, or India
of his own initiative. The Press, which he could once complain
of as almost in league with this indifferent attitude, has made
strenuous efforts of late years in the opposite direction, and,
let us hope, with success.
In one of Stockton's delightful books the hero is a young and
enthusiastic New Englander, who, on returning to his native
village after his first trip to Europe, revels in the thought oi
relating his experiences to eager and envious acquaintances
Disenchantment comes speedily, and his only even tolerant
listener proves to be his maiden aunt, who cannot get awaj
because she lives in the same house. Finally he discovers hei
asleep at a critical moment of his narrative, and in despaii
advertises in the paper for a listener at a salary of ten dollars
a week and board. I am quite sure that there are any numbei
of home-coming emigrants or visiting colonists in England
every year who must feel much like Stockton's hero.
Now, I do not wish to be misunderstood. There are, oi
course, many invaluable books on Canada dealing with historical, geographical, political, or special subjects, but they
hardly touch the demand I have in my mind, and appeal
scarcely at all to the general reader or even catch his eye,
There are also many books of all degrees of merit, but strictly
local in application or special in subject; works describing adventure, sport or exploration, of which Morley Roberts' "Western
Avernus" may be cited as a brilliant example. There have been"
one or two collections of young settlers' letters, purely local, of
course, but much to the point in their day, though of necessity
ephemeral. Lastly, there are the records of visits of a few weeks]
duration, made for purposes of pleasure or collecting informal
tion, and of the impressions made by the country on strangers.
Apart from the literary quality of this class of work, which has
nothing to do with the matter, their limitations are, of course,
too obvious to need comment Indeed the shrewder the writer
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le greater restraint will he impose on hisMter dicta, which often
)me more readily to the pen of the six-weeks visitor to Colonies
lan to the six-years resident. A familiar Canadian tradition
ills of an Englishman who once wrote a book on Canada
Her a stay of three weeks in Toronto, which began " Canada is
flat country." This particular magician, the tale runs, wound
p his work with a comprehensive account of the North-West, a
tgion upon which he had never even set eyes.
Ireland and India, we all know, have seduced more than one
DO confident impressionist into deplorable indiscretions. With
lese in his mind a witty and well-known statesman now living
tius opened his maiden speech on his first visit to India: " I
ave been eight days in the country, just one day too long to
rrite a book." In some ways the Colonies are as " trappy " to
tie inquiring stranger as these more notably inscrutable countries.
)ne sees the reasons which are natural enough, but even if
therwise, the surprising things one sometimes read about
Canada would sufficiently proclaim the perils of the impressionist
Hthough these are as nothing to the perils of some of their
eaders, whose future may sometimes depend on opinions the
alue of which they have no means of estimating.
Happily Canada will justify a good deal of the cheerj£
fjtimism that is inevitable to an Old Country holiday maker
>n the prairie in autumn. Nor does it matter a bit that he
V3LS just as cheerful ten and fifteen years ago, when things
eally looked rather blue. For I do not believe it is yet fully
ealised in this country how great is the leap forward in every
>articular that Canada has made in the last five years, and how
immeasurably her horizon has broadened.
I have not in this book been lavish of details that can be
bund in any emigration pamphlet; nor, again, have I ventured
nuch into the interesting domain of prophecy and speculaion so tempting to any one with a map of the Dominion
before him ; nor yet entered into current questions such as con:emplated railroads, new steamship lines, or imperial tariffs
Dr defence. In the first place, many people far better qualified
than myself, as well as some not qualified at all, are, and for a
iong time will be, discussing these weighty questions daily and
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weekly in the Press. These things, moreover, are all unsettled!
and are matters of discussion and contention, eminently suiteJ
to journalism, but in no wise ripe for book form—not for this
kind of book at any rate.
My aim is to try and give some picture of life in the oldefj
provinces, and to treat the North-West in the only fashion ond
very well can treat a country in the making within brief conn
pass. I hope to have touched on some subjects, at any rate,
which are of moment in Canadian life, not usually presented
to English readers.
One apology, or rather explanation, I must make in full, anc|
that is in regard to my omission of the maritime provinces oi
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince Edward Island. I
am quite sure that the knowledgable person will forgive me thM
much, since the difficulty of covering the rest of Canada, even
inadequately, in a single volume will be sufficiently obvious to
him. The maritime provinces are replete with interest historic,
social and agricultural, while in sport and scenery they have
infinite attractions to the traveller. But they are countries that
send out rather than attract emigrants. Broadly speaking,
they resemble Ontario in their population and rural economy,
their social life and origin. They have unquestionably their
special characteristics, but these are only recognisable among
Canadians, and for the English reader are wholly beside the
mark. And as something must inevitably be omitted, the
omission of these provinces is obviously the one which least
affects a book of this description.
After all this, I must in some sort justify my own temerity in
attempting to supply a want that most assuredly does exist. In
the first place, old ties of kindred, friendship, and other interests
have made me a frequent visitor to Canada during most of my
life. And as a dozen or so earlier years of this were wholly
absorbed in agricultural pursuits in North America, though to
the South of the International boundary-line, in all matters of
this description I may fairly claim to be on familiar ground.
This autobiographical note is perhaps the more necessary in the
case of a writer who has hitherto identified himself, so far as
Canada is concerned, mainly with matters historical, since those
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horn I have already the honour to count among my readers
light feel some justifiable surprise at being invited to extend
leir confidence into so different a field.
I must further remark, however, that when this book was
efinitely resolved upon I felt it to be imperative that I should
lace myself in touch with the very latest conditions of Canadian
fe, and also visit those portions of the Dominion which I had
ever before made acquaintance with. So, with this in view, I took
lip for Quebec by the Lake Megantic, in the summer of last
ear, spent some seven months in various parts of Canada, in
aunts old and new, and returned to England in the following
pring. The result of all this I now respectfully submit to the
ublic, with a plea for their indulgent consideration of the
ifficulties that are inseparable from so wide and complex a
ibject,
A. G. B.
ECTON, NORTHANTS,
Sept., 1903.
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CANADA IN THE
TWENTIETH CENTURY.
CHAPTER I.
No one visiting Canada for the first time, whether as tourist
r as intending settler, should proceed there by any other route
lan that of the St. Lawrence during the six months or so in
hich it is open, for it may possibly prove the last and only
pportunity for seeing one of the most beautiful and inspiring
prtions of North America. Even if its accomplishment entailed
lore trouble and more money, the result would fully justify the
reater expenditure of both. But, as a matter of fact, to reach the
eart of Canada this way costs less trouble and less money than
le conventional and comparatively dull route vid New York.
t is not easy to regard with patience the number of persons
ho, without either reason or logic, go out of their way to deprive
lemselves of the inestimable privilege of thus approaching
Quebec, to say nothing of the impressive scenery that at various
pints during the thousand miles of comparatively sheltered water
receding this glorious climax will challenge their admiration.
i These remarks do not, of course, apply to persons whose time
i money, and to whom forty-eight hours represents a greater or
|ss sum in dollars ; nor, again, to habitual Atlantic travellers
iniliar with all routes, and who presumably know their own
btes best.
: But the class to whom I venture this appeal is beyond question
I very large one: men and women to whom a couple of days
|e of absolutely no moment, who have no connection with Wall
>treet, nor business engagements to meet at Montreal on a fixed
|ate, nor again are prepared to pay for the palatial, private
C.
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accommodation which some big New York liners place at the
disposal of millionaires for a consideration, thereby providing an
obvious cause of preference for the American route. I havl
never succeeded in ascertaining the motives which drive so man j
folk of average condition, and with a normal capacity for apprel
ciating inspiring scenes, round by New York, when their goal is
Canada! In following up individual cases one generally discovers some vague misconceptions or even apathy to be at thl
back of the business. Strange and foggy notions, too, seem often
to work in the brain of the man about to take his first long
voyage. Taking the approximate difference in time, for instanca
between the New York and the Canadian liners as forty-eighj
hours, some people, to whom a couple of days is admittedly
neither here nor there, and who have no sort of shrinking frorfl
a cruise on summer seas, even though they be those of the North
Atlantic, allow the two extra days unconsciously to influenci
them. If they are afraid, and with good^ reason, of mal de men
they seem to forget that this undeniable discomfort occurs al
the beginning not at the end of a voyage, and that the normal
man and woman thus afflicted has recovered sufficiently by th^
fourth or fifth day to count the ship's bells before each meal
quite anxiously, and to do more than justice to the ship's good)
things when the welcome peal strikes. Indeed, for that matter
the chronic sufferers, of which there are two or three among thl
ladies on every ship, who never acquire any sea-legs to speak of
will find themselves in sheltered waters on the Canadian routi
in as brief a time as the New York liners reach their goal. And|
it may be further remarked that nearly everyone who has neither
anxious friends nor urgent business awaiting him enjoys the lasf
part at any rate of an Atlantic voyage prodigiously, and thi
type of traveller, who I am now in fancy addressing with, I
hope, not undue warmth, is of the very sort who most enjoy it. j
I am not sure, too, that " tonnage % does not sometimes weig
upon the minds of the uninitiated and unduly impress them. Ir|
old days, when steamers of two thousand tons were on the
Canadian list, and ships of five or six were running to New York|
there was something -in it. But in these times, when scarcely
anything under five or six thousand tons and several steamers

AMERICAN AND CANADIAN LINERS.
£ much greater size go up the St. Lawrence, the question of
apacity can have no possible significance whatever for any
Passenger possessed of an elementary knowledge of such matters.
¥ith a considerable experience too, let me also say a word for
he advantages that belong to travel on a ship carrying eighty
aloon passengers over one carrying five hundred, and that
nakes a speed of thirteen to fifteen knots over one making
wenty. The smaller number in the saloon makes an eminently
ociable company, and in the longer voyage men and women of
congenial tastes have much opportunity for drawing together,
md often make acquaintances that are not only pleasant at the
ime but are continued afterwards. The majority of saloon
iassengers on a Canadian liner, too, are usually Canadians or
inglish residents in Canada, and an Englishman going out,
vhether as a tourist Or a settler, will very often indeed make
riends that prove extremely helpful to him later on.
Finally, when intending voyagers are carried away by stories
)f the phenomenal speed of the New York greyhounds, it will
le well for them to remember that the faster a ship goes the
folder and wetter it is on deck, and that even on a summer day
n a calm sea a speed of twenty knots provides you with much
lie same sensations as would a seat on the roof of a railway
iarriage on several local lines that I could mention, if the
selection were not invidious.
f Food and accommodation are other items about which the
ptending traveller, and very rightly, agitates his mind. This
jubject is one of undying interest to the professional ocean
loyager, a class of whom the drummer 1 forms the most conspicuous and perhaps the most humorous type. Indeed, the
fulinary qualities of the respective ocean steamers fill his conversation at. sea just as his tours through Europe suggest a
punning comment on hotels, their tables and their tariffs,
|hough let me say at once some of the most entertaining persons
I have ever met on the Atlantic belong to this fraternity.
| I cannot say what elaborate efforts are made at this moment
p tickle the palates of the passengers by the crack New York
liners, but it will be enough to remark that the food served on
1

Commercial traveller,
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the Canadian route both in quality and variety should satisfy
any reasonable being. The individual who would cavil at it
has in truth a miserable time before him on his travels in the
further west, while the intending settler who proves thus
exacting has beyond any doubt mistaken his vocation, as he
will probably in due course discover. In the matter of state-;
room accommodation, the average Canadian liner at ten tci
fifteen guineas gives about the same value as the New York
ships at eighteen to twenty-one. Finally, the trip to Montreal
on a New York liner, calculating higher fare, expenses in New
York, railway ticket, sleeping car and meals, will come to just
about ten pounds more than the all-sea route by the St.
Lawrence; and, after all, ten pounds to most travellers, an^di
certainly to even the most substantial emigrants, is ten pounds.]
What either gain by the extra expenditure I have often and
vainly tried to discover. What they lose besides the money is
obvious enough to the initiated, and I hope by the time we
get to Quebec it will be so to those of my readers who in this
particular have no experience. The natural route for a pleasure
trip would of course be out by Quebec and home by New York,
for the Gotham of America can be approached from the landward
side with nearly as much profit as from the sea.
Now there are two entries to the Gulf of St. Lawrence, one
to the north, the other to the south of Newfoundland. The
former is not usually attempted till the summer is well advanced
on account of the ice; but by the time the traveller with sufficient discrimination to make Canada the scene of his autumn
holiday is ready to start, the northern or Belle Isle route is in
regular use. And this I consider fortunate, for there is a fascination about this shortest and most northerly course to Canada
entirely its own. You are away beyond all the regular thoroughfares of traffic. Regarded as a merely common-place Atlantic]
passenger with a twelve or fifteen guinea berth, you may con-]
sider yourself fortunate above the ordinary run ; for youj
fringe upon the mysterious seas of the north that are furrowed ^
by no vulgar keels carrying goods and passengers. You are on
the outer edge of sea-going civilisation, and look beyond it over]
a watery waste traversed only by whalers and mariners who!

FIRST GLIMPSE OF LAND.

5

belong to the world of adventure and romance. Your fancy is
itirred, or should be, when at a certain point you know that a
lay's run due north would land you on the coast of Greenland,
md you begin to think already, at least I always do, that you
tre getting a good deal of extra value for your money. You
nay see icebergs, to be sure, on the New York route, but when
hey drift into sight here, glittering in the sunshine, or shadowy
md ghost-like in the twilight, or under the summer moon, you
eel they are more truly in their element, and have only but
ately broken away from the ice-fields of Labrador, whose gloomy
:liffs will in a few hours begin to rise above the western sea.
And when the most northerly and most desolate and loftiest
iplands of Newfoundland actually thrust their rugged crests
ike pale shadows above the horizon, it is a strangely different
greeting that the New World gives you from that offered by the
ow, populous, common-place shores and much-sailed waters
vhich guard the entrance to New York. Yet these awe-striking
md inhospitable coasts were the first to make glad the heart of
gebastian Cabot when, four centuries ago, the City of Bristol
>ent out the adventurous Genoese with eighteen English sailors
:o discover the North America that we take count of now. The
ftraits of Belle Isle, whose guardian island breaks the horizon
simultaneously with the opposite heights of Newfoundland, and
lhat even to us twentieth century travellers seems so strangely
:lose to the Polar seas, was the path to Canada of all those
sixteenth century heroes whose statues adorn the streets of
Quebec and Montreal. There is almost irony in the notion
|hat these savage regions, infinitely remote from any sign of
auman life worth mentioning, should be even yet the first outposts to welcome such thousands of human beings to a land of
plenty and prosperity. One looks down on to the deck of the
peerage, where three or four hundred unkempt mortals, clad very
ikely in the strange garbs of South-Eastern Europe, docile, meek
jtnd dirty, lie stretched upon the boards, and wonders what they
shink of all this appalling desolation on which we are entering,
probably they are philosophers : possibly their untrained senses
Jannot realise that the hundred miles or so of coast line, now
bowing distinct, is no more land in the sense they understand
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it than so many miles of congealed ocean. There will be soma
slight stir among them, for even the most illiterate specimen of
humanity can hardly look for the first time upon the shores of
the country in which he expects to spend his life and lay his
bones, without some show of interest, and a row of stolid facej
lines the bulwarks, till a spouting whale in the foreground
absorbs attention and awakes an interest such as no mere
sublimity of land or sea could hope to.
I have entered the straits of Belle Isle on a quiet autumB
night, when the whole sky was scintillating in wondrous fashiol
with the glare and electricity of the Northern lights—a scene noj
readily to be forgotten. I have approached them also on 1
breathless summer afternoon, when the icebergs drifted over a
sea of glass, and the coasts of Newfoundland and Labrador lail
bare their mile upon mile of imposing desolation with wonderf u
minuteness to the naked eye, and to the closer scrutiny of I
powerful field-glass yielded up every detail of their barrennesi
from pine-clad or barren mountain to sea-beaten cove.
The entrance to the strait is guarded by the island from whim
it takes its name, a bare hump of grass-clad down above graniti
cliffs, achieving a height of some seven hundred feet and a
length of eight or nine miles. A lighthouse perched high upon il
southern point, with a small garden patch attached, to whicl
the soil has I believe been carried from elsewhere, performs 1
vital office for the quite considerable fleet of steamers that no\a
adays bring grain and general freight from Canada by way d
this northerly passage. It is nearly a thousand miles front
here to Quebec, so the chances are against our passing an)
outward-bound ships in the straits, and this lighthouse settle
ment is as suggestive of complete isolation from all other thing!
human as the ordinary traveller will be likely to see in the coursf
of his life.
Over against Belle Isle, some ten miles at the nearest point tc
the southward, the rugged peaks and lofty headlands arounc
Cape Bauld rise majestically out of the sea. This is the furthesl
northern extremity of Newfoundland, the Ultima Thule of a|
island much larger than Ireland, the land of promise four centuriel
ago to the first western adventurers, and yet to this day in greatei

B E L L E ISLE.
art an unpeopled solitude. What we see here is the peninsula
f the Petit Nord, over a hundred miles in length, and but for a
;w fish-drying stages and a lobster cannery or two, tucked away
t the back of fiords, a complete wilderness of rock and forest,
tke and stream, and barren mountains ranging to an altitude of
bout two thousand feet. This, with the neighbouring islet on
r
hich Cape Bauld is situated, was known in the primitive periods
f discovery, and even marked upon the map, as the " Isle of
)emons." Its weirdness seemed to touch the fancy of even
lie fearless souls of the sixteenth century, who faced the terrors
f these regions in boats of twenty or thirty tons. It is supposed
hat the infernal noises heard by the superstitious mariners was
lie grinding of the ice-floes and bergs in rough weather.
One of the early French-Canadian Governors, when on his
my home, is said to have found out his niece's guilty attachment
0 a young officer on board, and in his rage to have landed the
>air at Belle Isle with a nurse and left them to their fate.
After passing the island, the coast line of Labrador breaks
lore plainly into view upon our right, and forges away to the
brthward, cape beyond cape, to the remotest range of vision. It
3 a wonderful panorama of curving bays and rounded hills. A
mndred miles of shore in this clear northern atmosphere seems
b unfold to one's eager gaze the very inner secrets of its nakedjjess, its barren valleys, its appalling sterility. But as the sun
begins to droop towards those rugged barriers a tender, lustrous
flow steals over the naked headlands and shaggy hills. The
listant cliffs light up and shine all colours across the sea, which,
mswering to the same influence, reflects the blue of the summer
>ky : the struggling pine woods on the hills take on rich shades
Df green, suggestive at this distance of verdant pastures, while
|ark shadows hover over and conceal the naked valleys and
barren ridges. Indeed, for an hour or two before the sun goes
pown you might almost delude yourself into the fancy that flocks
md herds were browsing on succulent uplands, and that thriving
villages nestled in the hollows.
1 I will not bore the reader with statistics of Labrador. Its
bounds stretch far away towards the North Pole, and its population
Is insignificant. There are neither roads nor communications. A

8

CANADA IN T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURY.

stray lumber camp or a cluster of fishermen's huts alone breai
the solitude at long intervals. Missionaries, headed by th<
devoted and indefatigable Mr. Grenfell, visit its fiords, anc
fishing fleets occasionally muster in its natural harbours, even t<
the far extremities of its north-east coast, and the regions of tlJ
Esquimaux.
The straits of Belle Isle are nearly forty miles in length an]
some ten to fifteen in width, but we steam for the most pai
within a mile or so of the southern shore, which soon loses aj
the majesty with which it greeted us, and sinks into long sweepj
of lonely bog land by the level of the sea, spreading inland to th|
base of lofty ridges crowned with spruce or pine, and as sad j
looking country as the light of day ever shone upon. The land i
so close that we can see the bushes, and with a glass note tin
very texture of the coarse growth that covers the spongy barrens
and mark the little streams that from time to time come pouring
into the sea. An occasional drying-shed standing alone by tfo
shore reminds one that there are human beings somewhere evei
in this wide wilderness. Now and again, though at long intervals
two or three fishermen's huts bring the facts still more home t(
one, but the business of these solitary beings is solely on grea
waters. They have made no impression whatever on the hundrec
miles of shaggy wilderness that lies behind them, and there wer<
sheds and shanties here before the Puritan fathers landed ii
Massachusetts Bay or Captain Smith founded Virginia. Thij
is the famous French shore—famous, that is, by reason of th<
pother it has caused between nations in Europe and the sore i
has been in the side of Newfoundland since 1762, when the Treat)
of Paris left France that ill-defined footing in these latitude:
which Chatham denounced with all the energy his failing healtl
was capable of, but denounced in vain. We have nothing to dc
here with this most ancient colony of Great Britain. But the
transient voyager, kept for so long at such close quarters with its
inhospitable shores, may like to be reminded that, though neithei
Henry VII. and Cabot nor any of their successors could make
anything of Newfoundland as a plantation, the fishing industry
that made the island its headquarters became one of the greatesl
trading factors in the world's history, and, above all, in English
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story. Volumes are written on the great Elizabethan Buccajers, and beyond a doubt they deserve their fame. At every
stive gathering of Devonians the shades of Drake and Raleigh
id Hawkins are invoked with pardonable local pride, but little is
id of the Newfoundland fisheries which first gave these Devonire men their seamanship. In the reign of Henry VIII. English
hermen, from the West mostly, were swarming over to the new
hing grounds, where cod abounded in inexhaustible quantities.
Daniards, French and Portuguese followed close upon their heels
equal numbers, and long before the English settlement of
merica, many hundreds of vessels and thousands of men spent
e whole open season upon these very seas that even now seem to
so lonely and remote. The story of Newfoundland, though not
te of corn and cattle, or the taming of virgin soils, is at the same
ne a most entertaining one, and I am quite sure that virtually
I of us have forgotten, if we ever knew, the conspicuous part its
me once played in the life of Europe. The consumption of
ied cod in Southern Europe was once enormous, and when the
ttholic religion was universal there was a great demand even
the northern countries. The British ships that carried Newandland fish to Southern Europe took goods to England in
change, and made a second profit with the English merchants.
the seventeenth century and later, thousands of Devonshire
*n spent half of every year on the Newfoundland coast; their
Ining and going was a leading event on the West Country
lendar, and even so they were far outnumbered by the foreign
[ps that flocked thither. These were for the most part
vanish and French, and, as a rule, all worked amicably together,
lere were local customs which all observed in normal times,
d it is instructive to find that the " Fishing Admiral," a
pularly-elected official, was obliged to be an Englishman, so
.nkly was the discovery of Cabot and its claim recognised.
It is significant, too, of the pugnacity of the old-time Britisher
it when the others now and again undertook to dispute this
vilege with the minority who exercised it, the west country I took off their coats and fought for it with shot and shell and
Wass, and invariably got their own way in the end. Over and
er again, notable persons, philanthropists and speculators
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tried to force an agricultural colony on Newfoundland. Socjj
of them began, all of them ended in failure. Lord Baltimoj
among others, was here before he founded Maryland, buildingj
great mansion whose ruins long survived in the peninsula i
Avalon. Sir William Vaughan, of Golden Grove, with a par|
of Welshmen, had only then j ust abandoned a feeble attend
to create a second Vale of Towy on the same spot. All ti
fantastic schemes which seventeenth century colonisers in Enj
land drew up for transatlantic constitutions, with their COUEI
Margraves, Barons, and clumsy feudal paraphernalia, were puj
pounded for Newfoundland, and some were actually tried upc
the southern shore. Even if Nature had been kinder, tl
fishing interests, English and foreign, were strongly hostile j
landed charters being acquired by men outside their ring. £
practically all the development the island ever experienced w^
in connection with the fishing industry, and as the home a^
trading mart of those whose business was upon the sea. Fj
forty persons in Ireland there is one in Newfoundland upt
the same space, and most of even this scant population is cof
centrated upon the southern portion of the island—the City j
St. John's containing something like a quarter of the whol
The remainder is gathered in villages seated on the banks of tlj
deep bays and winding fiords, with which the entire coast j
indented.
The long story of the colony, however, teems with stirrii
incident, as may well be understood from its singular develoj
ment and outstanding situation. The long dynasty of tl
" Fishing Admirals," rough, illiterate men, chosen from the rue
democracy of the only element who for centuries counted f<
anything on the Newfoundland shore; the savage fights, nj
only in times of actual war, but often in times of peace, betwefl
the French and English, whose fishing fleets and settlers alor
remained of all those who in former days had shared with thej
the treasures of the deep; and lastly, the humours of politic
and politicians when the island emerged from the primitil
despotism of the " Fishing Admirals."
The ancient colony has had no share whatever in t |
vast flood of emigration that within the last century h|
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ured into North America, and this in spite of the fact that
is very much the nearest as well as the oldest of our
pendencies. Plaintive protests have appeared from time to
le in the Press and elsewhere against this neglect. Stories
monster potatoes and respectable crops of oats and hay,
te enough in themselves no doubt, are flung reproachfully
the heads of the emigrating classes and those who move
;m, but they have fallen on deaf ears. Thirty years ago,
fore the west was opened and after the best lands of Canada
re occupied, was the only chance for such a country getting
ricultural settlers. But nowadays, when the better but still
eap lands *of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia are passed
without notice, the most sanguine Newfoundlander must
ve given up the dream, and consoled himself with the
Dspects which his native island holds out to the miner, the
nberman, and the manufacturer. Newfoundland still remains
tside the Dominion Federation, and its whole history has
en distinct from that of Canada. It is itself such an old
untry, and so full of the individuality that an occupation of
ree centuries gives to people for better or worse, that one can
tderstand its natural dislike to even the slight measure of
'acement federation implies, apart from the more practical
asons, which I confess I have not studied. But union with
inada seems inevitable, and before very long the island will
>ubtless cease to occupy its somewhat unnatural position of
piitical exclusion from the body politic of the Dominion.
But as hour after hour the russet barrens and rocky coves of
e Petit Nord slip by you, with their almost fascinating drearies, it will be well to remember that there is another cause
tsides those of demand and supply, and a more effective one,
tarding civilisation in these regions. For this is the French
tore, and takes in all the north of the island, running round it
r some three hundred miles. Perhaps it would not be such
wilderness, and would certainly be nothing like so bereft
human life, if it were not the victim of high politics, an
icient and perennial cause of dispute between France and
ngland, and of soreness in the breast of the Newfoundlander.
In the days of the Treaty of Utrecht, 1713, the British people
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and Government, as we have already seen, regarded the Ne^
foundland fishery as the great training ground for seamansl
and naval science. Public opinion, however, was hostile to ai
permanent settlements on the island, though by that peri<
several had grown up in the extreme south, and considel
that the more often the fishermen had to cross the ocean,
much the better for the British Navy. These views we
zealously fostered by the West Country squires and the
representatives at Court, into whose pockets a continuous strea
of wealth poured from the Newfoundland fisheries. So th
when the French, who sent two or three hundred vessels the
yearly, asked the right to land and dry their fish it seemed
small matter, particularly as liberty to share the fishing with tl
British had never been disputed.
Still the freehold of the island was expressly reserved 1
repeated treaties to the British. The French were distinct
prohibited from erecting any other buildings upon the coa
than drying sheds, and the limits of the shore over which tl
concession was given were confined to the northern portion
the island, while they retained, and unfortunately, as one cann
help thinking, still retain, the freehold of the small islands
Pierre and Miquelon away in the south.
The treaties specified only cod, but the French have continue
to dry every kind of fish upon the north shore. Furthermoi
they have erected lobster canneries and salmon weirs in flagra:
defiance of their licence, and, still worse, have interpreted this la
as giving the British no rights whatever over the whole northei
and western portion of their own island. The British are not pe
mitted to erect any kind of building, nor yet to mine nor to bui
railroads over a territory included by some three to four hundre
miles of coastline, and even the fishermen in these waters a
driven off by the vigilant and zealous French officials. So th;
which is said by experts to be the best half of Newfoundland
kept a howling wilderness, in deference to the feelings of
power whose entire interests a few years ago were repn
sented here by seven fishing boats and two or three lobst<
canneries, and have not, I believe, materially increased. Thei
are complications of course. George III., that nightmare <
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onial Britain, gave airy assurances, on his own account, to
1 French, which were more or less endorsed by his Parliament,
d have caused a world of trouble ever since. There surely
ist be something agog when, as recently happened, the
wfouncflanders were prohibited from building a railroad
oss their own country by the British Government, lest they
>uld hurt the feelings of the French; and when mining capital
warned off by the same authority lest the rights of half a
sen foreign fishing smacks should be outraged !
rurning again for a moment to the opposite coast of Labrador
"ore it fades from sight, the whole eastern portion of the
;ion belongs to Newfoundland, and is therefore not included
the Dominion of Canada. Every spring four or five thousand
n, women and children from Newfoundland land on its
jolate coasts for the cod-fishing. They suffer intense hardps and are the objects of some practical help from missions
I much distant sympathy during the five or six months they
nain there. The schooners that convey them thither have
: space enough to carry much more than the people themves, who, without any comforts and not too many clothes,
/e to face the inclement seasons of that northern clime with
shelter but that of rude temporary shanties. There are few
no domestic animals to furnish either milk, butter, or meat,
e women and children spend all the hours of light in the
isome occupation of cleaning and cutting up fish, always on
: watch for the sudden storms that force a hasty removal of
: products of their daily labour into a place of shelter, added
a constant suspense as to the safety of their sons and
Ibands on the sea.
[f night falls upon the desolate shores of Newfoundland, the
|rning sun, should it happen to be shining, will illuminate the
less dreary coast of Anticosti. For if the prospect of fine
Ither be good the captains on this route will take the shorter
f more difficult course that hugs the northern bounds of this
iiewhat notorious isle so close, and for several hours you may see
jjreat deal of it upon very intimate terms. Anticosti is about
|undred and twenty miles long by thirty broad, and is almost
lexact reproduction of what one has seen of Newfoundland.
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In some parts low shores stretch inland in scrubby barrens aa
rise gradually to wooded ridges. In others the cliffs are hil
and the country covered with dense woods of pine and sprud
There are a few hundred souls sparsely scattered over son!
three hundred miles of coast line. At long intervals a group \
fishermen's huts rather emphasise than break the appallii
solitude. Anticosti, however, has a possible future. M. Menicj
the French chocolate maker, millionaire and sportsman, bougl
the island at one fell swoop a few years ago, and caused quite^
tremor among patriotic Canadians at the thought of a citizen I
old France owning such a formidable slice of Canada. Tl
enterprising Frenchman, however, though he turned off many <
the squatters, had no designs upon the British Empire, nor df
he intend it for a summer residence, mosquitoes being one <
its chief products. Nor did he buy it for the purpose of huntui
bears, as its name in the Indian language might suggest, n|
yet of catching sea-trout, which are said to be so plentiful thi
they fight for your fly in their anxiety to show you sport.

Anticosti is, I believe, to be commercially developed upc
the lines followed in countries containing some good timbi
abundant fish, and, doubtless, minerals. Indeed, some begii
ning has actually been made to this desirable and, 1<
us hope, profitable work, though the coast is said to t
almost destitute of harbours. In doubtful weather the line i
traffic runs south of the island and hugs the feet of the greJ
headlands of Gaspe and New Brunswick, which for a Ion
distance rise sheer out of the water to a height of from one 1
two thousand feet, and for a time seem almost to overhang tr
vessel as it beats its way swiftly and silently through the dai
deep water, where the white porpoises of the Gulf are sportin
and little fishing boats with brown sails rock in the swell.
This is the most interesting of the two routes, particularly
H should be autumn, when the scrub oaks, maples, and bird
make brown and gold splashes among the green pine woods thi
cling to the face of these mountain walls, and here and ther
where the giant slopes are furrowed deep, or cleft apart by th
course of a stream, a snug village, with church and white-painte
houses, nestles by the shore, or climbs a short way up the steej
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iy are far enough apart, these fishing villages, and appear
:e isolated from one another by land, and from the world
ind are absolutely sundered by great tracts of rocky mounIOUS upland, uninhabited and unprofitable in all things but
ice timber.
t will be well, however, to remember that though an Atlantic
imer gives one most of the pleasures of a yachting trip with
tinimum of motion, it nevertheless has for its main object a
dmum of speed, and there is always the possibility of passing
le of the most striking scenery in the dark hours. For those
Qg straight through to the west without a chance of breaking
ir journey it is particularly unfortunate when the last hundred
es or so leading up to Quebec are traversed in the night,
der many conceivable circumstances a stay in Quebec would
a matter of difficulty. But the mere visitor to the country
scarcely be hampered by any such restrictions: while
le has come mainly with the view of seeing it, as is the
5 with a rapidly increasing number of English men and
nen, the old French capital will of course be one of the
gf points of interest. As I shall have a good deal to say
>ut this reach of the St. Lawrence in the next chapter, I will
rely remark here that those whose only chance of seeing the
>roach to the city is from the deck of a liner will have nothing
;omplain of should the hour and the weather be propitious,
"or as the great river shrinks to a width of ten or fifteen
es, both shores draw near enough to plainly show their
lely different characteristics ; those of the north consisting
an almost continuous wall of mountains from the gloomy
tals which let out into the St. Lawrence the strong tides of
Saguenay, most awesome of rivers, well nigh to the basin
Quebec ; those of the south, green, fertile, low-lying, and
inkled thick with the bright-coloured homesteads, villages,
1 small towns of the French-Canadian habitants, and backed
•low ranges of gently swelling hills. Then comes the last
mty miles in the narrow channel between the mainland and
it fair island of Orleans, which even a hundred and fifty years
> delighted the British invader with its mellow fertility and
jasant homesteads; and, last of all, the final stretch which
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brings us with slight warning into the presence of the nobl
high-perched city, that in many ways contrasts so strange!
with the vast dominion of material progress stretching westwal
for three thousand miles behind it.
Passengers to Montreal have, as a rule, the opportunity j
landing for a few hours before the vessel continues its journe
up the river. But even should this not be the case, the sight j
Quebec as you first round the point of Orleans and steam slow!
over the four miles of open water which spreads beneath its wall
is worth the whole journey. Above the masts and wharves th|j
shut out the lower town, sharp gabled houses and the towei
and spires of churches, monasteries, and public buildings, in ;
style for the most part quite alien to modern American civilise
tion, and deeply suggestive of another age and another land, ris
tier above tier up the steep slopes of the mighty rock to th
batteries of the citadel which so fittingly crown its summi
Ranges of lofty but retiring hills surround the noble harbouj
where ships of war and great liners lie side by side amid j
swarm of smaller craft ; while a continuous chain of leaf
villages encircles the shores, and the falls of Montmorency, leaj
ing from their wooded heights upon the extreme right, make
fitting background to one of the most inspiring tableaux in th
world.
Those proceeding to Montreal will have some consolatic]
should only a portion even of the fourteen hours or so occupiej
in ascending the river be in the daylight. The scenery is le^
striking than it is below and of a different class, while the rive
except in its passage through Lake St. Peter, is only a mile c
so in width, though the banks are luxuriant and thickly studde<
with the characteristic features of French-Canadian peasant life
The Canadian custom-house, whether at Quebec or Montreal
contains few terrors for the stranger. The list of goods liable 1
duty looks formidable on paper, but common-sense is brought h
bear in interpreting the law as regards passengers' luggage. Th*
emigrant and the traveller are both welcome visitors to Canada
and it would be ludicrous to expect either to defer supplying
themselves with clothes and personal necessities till they hae
reached a strange country where the conditions were lesj
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urable to them in this particular; so the new comer can
fi out virtually what he pleases, provided it is evidently
his own use. What vigilance is shown in this particular
•eserved for returning Canadians, who might justly "be
rected of laying in stores of clothing in London to the
iment of their own tradesmen in Canada. As a matter of
however, there is much sweet reasonableness all round at
Canadian customs, and the encounters between ladies of
ion and the Government servants that sometimes enliven the
ing stages at New York has no counterpart at Quebec or
ltreal. On your return to Liverpool, however, one or more
"Our boxes will be probed to its uttermost depths for imible consignments of whisky and tobacco, both of which are
er in Canada than they are in England ! Most visitors to
bee go, as a matter of course, to the Chateau Frontenac, the
nificent hotel erected by the Canadian Pacific Railway on the
ice below the citadel. This is naturally more expensive than
older hotels, of which the Clarendon, at from two to three
ars a day inclusive, is at present as good as any, and is in the
santest position. And perhaps this moment will not be
aature for making certain remarks on Canadian hotels,
fe seem unavoidable in a book designed, in part at least, for
iers who are likely to make much use of them. There are
jb people who always drive straight to the best hotel in a
Ige town and take the best rooms to be had, whatever the
jj asked. People to whom financial matters are of little or
bnsideration would be fools if they took any other course.
&rs, again, to whom money is a matter of moment, follow
^course because they think upon the whole it is the most
Ifactory, or occasionally because they are inexperienced
fshirk the unknown. Now, outside the great cities of Canada
|>nly thing to do is to proceed direct to the best hotel. It is
1st sure not to be expensive, though it may not always be
I. Numbers of people, however, though they are travelling,
Sbe anxious to make their money go as far as possible, conptly with reasonable comfort. Virtually all the hotels in
Ida are on the American system. You pay so much a day
Ihree meals and a bed, and no reduction whatever is made
C
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for absence from either, so long as you retain your room. T
terms in nearly all hotels vary according to the situation of t
room, and to many travellers this matters next to nothing,
the leading hotels of the great cities the tariff on this accou
varies from about three to five dollars a day ; in the less notal
hotels of the cities and the best hotels in the country towns frj
two to three dollars.
It is always well, therefore, before entering your name on t
register, to mention this matter, and if you think the second
third floor will answer your purpose as well as the first to inqu
into the respective prices. Furthermore, if you are likely to st
a week or two, or again if you are a party, nearly all hotels v,
" make a rate." But if a guest shows no interest in the mat|
his landlord, who after all is human, will consider that money
of no object to him, and very naturally show no anxiety to <
down prices and save his customer's pocket to the detrimj
of his own. The American system and the inclusive chai
is, generally speaking, an extremely convenient one. I
there are some situations in which it is very much 1
reverse, as, for instancej when you expect to have manyj
your meals out, and even the most affluent person disli!
paying for these twice over. It seems reasonable that thj
should be one good hotel at least run on the European systf
in every considerable place. It is an old story, too, the absei
of the friendly cab, that, for a shilling or two, will convey t
wearied passenger from an English station with all his effej
and with the utmost despatch to any portion of the city tj
may be his destination. There are conveyances to be hadj
Canadian stations, but their prices are not, often, of a popil
description, and of heavy baggage they will, as a rule, h|
none. In any case, this last must be consigned to exprj
agents, and you will get it in due course, and pay twenty-five cei
for each piece. This uncomfortable method and dispropj
tionate cost of carriage from train to destination is somewj
modified in the case of going direct to a hotel, as omnibuses J
in connection with them, though they do not take baggage. 1
The hours allowed for meals by the hotels cover a libel
space, but the intending traveller had better make up his mi
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fhat once the doors are closed nothing remains for him but to
ieek refreshment in some outside restaurant. It is no use
1
kicking " and calling for an immediate reform of the American
lotel system. The latter has its advantages and its drawbacks ;
>ut its customs are immutable, and to the famished traveller
irriving at ten in the morning or nine at night, the drawbacks, if
le is a foreigner, may seem for the moment to be in the
iscendant. But as a matter of fact a little experience will teach
tim that such contretemps are provided against both by railoads and steamers, and that he will not very often have to
zander about hunting up a restaurant at advanced hours in
he evening.
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CHAPTER II.

QUEBEC was actually founded by Champiain in the year 1608,
and it is interesting to remember that this date approximately
coincides with those of the settlement of Virginia by his famous
contemporary John Smith, and the landing of the Pilgrim father*
in New England. It so fell out, therefore, that the three group;!
into which North American settlement may fairly be divided—
those of Canada, and of the Northern and the Southern States oi
the Union respectively—were planted in the germ at about the
same moment. Jacques Cartier, it is true, had been at Quebec
some seventy years before Champiain permanently settled there
nor in this was there anything strange, for, as it was shown in the
last chapter, the entrance to the Gulf of St. Lawrence was frequented yearly by hundreds of craft of many nations. Cartier
however, must have been lacking in the colonising instinct which
distinguished Smith and Champiain, for he replied to the civilitj
of the natives, whose friendship was of such vital moment, bj
carrying off some of their leading men to France and exhibiting
them as curiosities in proof of his adventures. When he returnee
to the neighbourhood of Quebec four years later his reception was
the reverse of cordial, due no doubt to the justifiable suspicions ol
his uncivilised hosts that others of their number might at an>
moment be spirited away to the land of the pale faces for exhibitior
purposes. Cartier, however, built a fort near Cap Rouge ancj
remained there throughout the winter of 1541—42, whether frorri
choice or from necessity does not appear. At any rate, he left as
soon as the ice allowed him ; but off the Newfoundland coast, anci
apparently by accident, he ran against De Roberval, Who had bees
commissioned by Francis I. to take command of this new country]
and had his pockets full of authoritative documents. Cartier had
in fact, on this second occasion, come out as De Roberval's reprej
sentative; but he had no mind to ascend the St. Lawrence, we maj
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CHAMPLAIN FOUNDER OF QUEBEC.
appose, as his underling, or else he had made the neighbourhood
^f Quebec too hot for him, for he gave his superior the slip and
jailed for France. Roberval, however, persevered, patched up
|artier's fort, and, like the latter, remained a winter, either to
:est the climate or the temper of the natives or because he, too,
lad no choice. One experiment was enough for the new Viceroy,
who went back to France as fast as he could in the spring, perpetrating on the way no doubt that grim practical joke on his
yring niece in the Straits of Belle Isle that we have already
r
eferred to.
Nothing more was attempted in the way of colonising New
prance till Champiain, as before narrated, planted an enduring
settlement on the narrow tongue where the St. Charles meets the
st. Lawrence at the foot of the rock of Quebec. Champiain was
I practical man, like his great contemporary, who at this very
|me was struggling with fever, Indians, and broken-down gentlenen on the banks of the James. He made one initial move, howler, which most historians condemn, though it is easy enough
p criticise men's actions from the calm standpoint of modern
fines with the experience of the two or three succeeding centuries
b assist their judgment. For he either would not, or could not,
Ightly estimate the power of the Iroquois, that unrivalled comiination of warriors who later on, as the five nations, held the
Jalance of power in the great struggle between England and
France. Instead of observing a neutrality, which might after all
|ave been difficult, he allied himself with the Algonquins and
iurons of Canada against their formidable foes, and exposed
|ie struggling French colony to a hundred years of desperate
pnflict with these wily and merciless wolves. For three decades,
however, a short interval excepted, when an English force seized
Quebec to return it almost immediately by treaty, Champiain
^lrsed the infant colony wisely and well. It was actually the
futcome of fur trading stations previously planted far down the
iver by merchants from Rouen and St. Malo, and was, in fact, a
ombined forward movement of these adventurers on a firmer
lasis and under the aegis of the king, who at that time was
Irancis \, And on this account Huguenots came as well as
Catholics, each bringing their own ministers, who wrangled so
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incessantly with one another on matters of ecclesiastical priority
that this mixed establishment was abolished and Catholic priests!
only permitted on the ships. Champiain was in all respects a
fine fellow, and rightly regarded as the founder of Canada. He|
left the fur trade to the traders and set himself with energy to
extend and make good the footing of his country in North
America. An indefatigable explorer, he traversed the wilder-*
ness, which is now Ontario, and even penetrated the far shores
of Lake Superior. Under his inspiration, men from Quebec
crossed the Red River of the North, and actually gazed upon
the icy summits of the Rocky Mountains nearly a thousand
miles beyond. Not only did Champiain do his duty in the New
World, but he worked hard in the Old to interest influential
people in the vast possibilities of New France.
In 1641, prompted, it is said, by supernatural visions, a group
of devotees and soldiers from France passed up the St. Lawrence
and planted the cross and the fleur-de-lys at what is now Montreal
Henceforth Quebec had the benefit of a western outpost which
broke the first force of Iroquois attacks. But the growth of the
colony, composed mainly of missionaries and fur traders, was sc
slow that by 1661, when the charter of the North-West Trading
Company was withdrawn and the colony formally taken over by
the Crown, there were not three thousand souls in the whole oi
New France. Now, however, the young King Louis XIV., with
all the ardour that marked his earlier days, became possessed ol
an immense enthusiasm for Canada, and was ably served in the
work by three famous men, his minister Colbert, his Viceroy
Count Frontenac, and his Intendant in the colony, Monsieur Talon.
The regiment of Carignan, which had especially distinguished
itself in European wars, was rewarded by grants of land in
Canada, and nearly all the men and most of the officers
embraced the opportunity and took ship for Quebec and were
settled around it. The country was laid out on feudal lines in
seigneuries, each several leagues in extent, with the narrow
frontage on the river and the long strip behind, and the subdivisions upon the same lines, which still gives such a distinct
character to French-Canadian landscape. The officers became
the seigneurs and their soldiers the tenants. Civilian emigration
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as distributed in like fashion, and a noblesse created, partly from
en of good birth and partly from those suitable for the purpose,
I who had sufficient interest or means to acquire the somehat dubious privilege. Wives had now to be found, as Indian
liances would have been fatal to the dream of a New France,
he young king proved equal to the occasion, and indeed took
imense personal interest in the business. Batches of respectDie girls were shipped out in charge of nuns, and Quebec
*came the scene of regular matrimonial markets, conducted
ider the auspices of the Church and in the most decorous
tanner. The supply was so ample that there were wives enough
> go round, and the bachelor who did not come forward soon
iund himself a mark for the royal displeasure, and persistent
tfusal was punished with vexatious exactions, while as a reward
\ the candidates for domesticity, bounties were bestowed for the
roduction of large families. Religious orders full of enthusiasm
ittled in Quebec, and pious men and women in France founded
tstitutions that at this moment are wealthy and powerful,
aval founded the college that to-day, as a great university
Ivning miles of territory, bears his name. He was the first
ishop of Quebec and, like his successors, shared the government of the city and colony with the royal Governor and the
itendant. No little jealousy and discord reigned in the councils
f the trio, but when once they had agreed upon a course nobody
be disputed it for a moment. But in spite of the king's ardour
ke colony did not prosper. Feudal customs and a landlord
pd tenant system do not bear transportation to a new country
foere land is cheap and plentiful, and, above all, when it is
lothed with virgin forest that the tenant has first to clear at
le cost of great personal labour. The seigneurial rents proved
licroscopic for the most part. The ragged, penniless noblesse
1 their small rude manor-houses fared no better than the
easantry. Small wonder then that they preferred the free
fe of the woods, and hunting, exploration, and illicit fur
rading, for this last was now a Crown monopoly. If they
^ere bad farmers, they made splendid partisan, leaders when the
hdians or the English had to be faced. Brave, reckless and
jardy, intimately familiar with every art of forest warfare, they

1
•

1
I

I

24 CANADA IN T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURY.

had the absolute confidence of their followers, who kne\|
enough themselves to fully appreciate their leaders' qualities
The absence, from lack of stimulus, of any material ambitions
the hardy self-denying life of the peasant settlers, their habit oi
• looking to the Government and the Church for direction anc]
assistance, and lastly their familiarity with Indian warfare, mad^
them fine material for such soldiering as was to be done in thl
North American woods. And the time was coming when a
stronger foe than even the Iroquois would try their mettle.
The English and Dutch had been supplying the enemies oj
Quebec with arms now this long time, and towards the closl
of the century the New England frontiers were being pushel
nearer to Canada than its rulers liked, when Count Frontenac
that famous and fiery soldier, arrived as Grovernor. He decided
to give the English a series of lessons that would teach thenj
that all territory adjacent to Canada was perilous for haba
tation. With this in view he started " la petite guerre " raiding
parties, led by the numerous partisans so ready to hand and si
willing to go, and settlement after settlement on the New England
frontiers went down in fire and slaughter. New England retaj
Hated by sending Sir William Phips up the St. Lawrence with c
fleet and three thousand men and laying siege to Quebec. There
was some smart fighting on the shore, and the attempt of thesd
raw New England soldiers failed, but it frightened the Quebec
people for a time very badly indeed, and they erected the churcl
of " Le Bon Secours," still standing in the lower town, in tokei
of gratitude for their deliverance. The fur trade as a royaj
monopoly flourished greatly, but agriculture made slow progress]
Still the settlements along the river banks from Quebec up tcj
Montreal, and downwards for a hundred miles on the soutlj
shore, were almost continuous.
The descendants of the regiment of Carignan and the " king's
girls," as they were called, were a sturdy lot, of Norman and
Breton stock for the most part, and though great numbers
vanished into the woods to its free life, enough stuck to the land
to gradually clear a continuous front along the river bank, anel
to give the country some promise of achieving the thriving
appearance it wears to-day.
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Quebec grew slowly without any rival to its supremacy.
Montreal as a frontier town took much of the fur trade, but as
le seat of an autocratic Government, the home of numerous
trong religious corporations, and the head of navigation as then
nderstood, this old foundation of Champiain, with its superb site,
till remained the key of Canada, the symbol of French power
1 the New World, till it fell before the arms of England in 1759.
The first half of the eighteenth century witnessed plenty of
tirring incident at Quebec, though we must not linger over it here,
rovernors and churchmen came and went from old France, but
nlike the men who were sent to look after the welfare of
!hurch and State in the British colonies, they were often disnguished, nearly always zealous ones. The Church expanded
1 power and influence. The militia and regulars of the colony
ecame mobile and efficient. Raiding expeditions went out
om Quebec year after year to accomplish feats of endurance
lat make beautiful stories for fireside reading at this day. But
whether at the cost of the Hudson Bay Company's outposts to
le north, or the struggling New England settler on the south,
lese ventures only laid up a stock of hatred towards the French
f Quebec, which finally cost them their country and did the
olony itself no good. The latter, indeed, was relatively a
lilure, save as a serviceable fighting machine, a good base for
ir trading, and an extremely picturesque plantation.
When in 1755 the war broke outwmich sealed the fate of Canada,
:s population was only about sixty thousand, as the result of a
entury and a half of French rule. And even this small comlunity, with illimitable and productive land, assisted by an
bundance of fish and game, was frequently compelled to accept
id from France to avert positive starvation. All the virtues
nd vices flourished in Old Quebec except those favourable to
rogressive colonisation. The rural peasantry, who should have
een the main instruments of progress, were neither freemen
or freeholders. They were by no means slaves, and were
robably happy and lighthearted, but they were in leading:rings, the ends of which were held by men who had the art
ither of empire-dreaming, than of empire-making. Corruption,
>o, had by that time honeycombed all the fountains of justice
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and honour in the Quebec Government. The large sums ol
money which even prior to the final war were sent out by the
king for the use of the colony were perverted to private anJ
sometimes infamous uses. The Church was at least pure, if
arbitrary and arrogant, and the viceroys themselves were, perhaps,
not implicated, but Canadian officialdom, from the Intendanl
downwards, was rotten to the core. Most conspicuous anel
flagrant an example of this was the last Intendant, Bigot, who
flourished and battened on his country's misery through its long
struggle for existence in the seven years' war. The doings ol
Bigot and his gang of confederates, who lived in riotous profusion while the whole colony were on half rations, is a notable]
episode in Canadian history. The infamies of the Ring who
for so long and in defiance of Church, viceroy and people openly
plundered Canada in her years of need, are still deeply graved
on the stones of Old Quebec. Quebec society in the days ol
the French r&gime has been described by many writers whq
themselves saw it as visitors, and by others who were of it, in a
faithful and entertaining manner. The historian Parkman ha|
treated it in exhaustive and masterly fashion. Of late it haj
been growing in favour with novelists, but the novelists of this
school, like those who write such charming stories about old
Virginia, do not always take much account of contemporary
evidence, and very often seem to lack the sense of historical pro!
portion and perspective. The French-Canadian noble of the
novelist attires himself in gorgeous apparel, and dines off goldea
plate in marble halls, whereas sober history and the people whej
were acquainted with him personally tell us that simplicity!
even to physical distress at times, was the inevitable result of
the restricted and unfruitful source from which his slendej
revenues were derived. They were, in fact, a wholly artificial
creation, grafted on a soil not unresponsive to the labours of a
free and hardy peasantry, but quite inadequate to providing a
landlord class with the surplus requisite for the maintenance cl
even such moderate position as to give a meaning to the wore!
Still there was enough French money in the country to enabll
a small society at Quebec to enjoy themselves in comfort an|
even elegance, and to reflect upon a minute scale some, at anj
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te, of the fashions of Versailles, to which the higher officials
a thrifty and exacting Church contributed their quota of
nate ceremonial. The little society wras perhaps more bureauatic than seigneurial. Those few of the landowners who were
>le to ruffle it in the society of the Chateau St. Louis and the
rtendant's palace for the most part derived, with a few excep)ns, the means of doing so from some other source than their
nants' rents. The fur trade was a Crown monopoly, but some of
e profits stuck in the colony. Much of the money, however,
aich provided Quebec society under the French with its little
nners and wines and luxuries probably came from the French
ng, and it is to be feared was in great part intended for very
fferent purposes to those it was put to.
For fifty years before the conquest several men of character
id energy were sent to rule New France. Their soaring and
)t unworthy ambitions proved their country's ruin. They were
>t content to let well alone and encourage the development of
e vast French territory which had been so little utilised ; but
ey laid schemes for throttling that British industrial enterprise,
tiich they had much better have tried to emulate instead, and of
mexing the whole of North America west of the Alleghanies.
"hat trouble they took in the building of forts on the Ohio, and
e planting of flags to let the British know their intentions, and
lat happened when their hitherto sluggish rivals realised it,
td how war broke out in 1755 and closed in 1761, not with the
iumph of the French claim to the west, but with the surrender
' Canada itself to the British arms, is a familiar theme, or should
*. The dramatic details of this seven years' war have no
ace here. People may forget the splendid fight that France
ade, the victories of Oswego, of Monongahela and Ticonderoga,
it all remember the triumph of Wolfe's small army on the
iains of Abraham, the most distressing event that the old
rench city hitherto inviolate had till then ever witnessed. How
3m a shell-battered heap of ruins she arose again more beautiful
an ever to a happier and infinitely more prosperous career is a
nger but less stirring tale. The wisdom and clemency of the
iw British rule over the conquered French community was
illy recognised by the latter, who were left their laws, their
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language and their religion. They tasted liberty for the fir|
time and thoroughly enjoyed it. Those who infer that th
magnanimity of Great Britain at this moment was the outcomj
of timidity must be ignorant of the helpless condition to whicj
France had been reduced. England could have treated th
French-Canadians at the moment in the fashion in which w
have documentary evidence that the French king earlier in th
century would have treated the great colony of New York ha*
he succeeded in his scheme of conquest there, namely, expelle*
them all without the faintest risk of retaliation. But th
wise magnanimity exercised towards their new subjects bj
the British Government brought its own reward when th
American Colonies rose in revolt. Though the privilege
extended to the French-Canadians and their Church wa
actually one of the formal causes of complaint against th
British Government by the leaders of the Revolution, the veri
same men, with surprising lack of humour, cajoled and implore<
the French to throw off the tyranny of a rule whose culpabl
mildness towards them they had with the same breath denounce*
on other platforms and to join a confederation whose bias agains
them was a loud-sounding note in the justification of their caus^
So when the war came on and Quebec for the fourth time in it
history stood a serious siege, the French, under a British com
mander, resisted the invader with the same spirit they had show!
under Montcalm. After a winter's siege the invaders retire^
baffled to their own territory, leaving behind them the body o
their General Montgomery, who was killed in an unsuccessful
assault upon the city, and whose name is now enshrined upor
the list of brave soldiers who fought and died beneath the wall!
of Quebec. In the war of 1812, Quebec was called upon to pla)
but a small part, being remote from the main scenes of strife
But the only attempt of the Americans in that direction wai
frustrated at the battle of Chateauguay, where De Salaberry, %
French seigneur at the head of a body of French volunteers
inflicted on the enemy a signal defeat.
In the short-lived rebellion of 1838, which was the expression
of general rather than racial grievances and stirred all Canada]
Quebec took a full share. The root of the trouble lay in the facl
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at the Government of the Canadian provinces with all its posts
td perquisites had fallen into the hands of a group of families,
ainly and naturally British. Such an oligarchy was almost
evitable in the beginnings of a colony where a close connection
th the mother country and a constant display of loyalty to
onarchical institutions were almost vital to its existence. With
e failure of Mackenzie and Papineau, however, their bugbear,
e " Family compact," came to an end also. The two provinces,
ntario, which had been settled by loyalist refugees from the
nited States, and Quebec, were united in 1841, and in 1867
tally took their place as the most important members of the
^deration that now goes to form the Canadian Dominion.
The present population of Quebec is somewhat over sixty
ousand. It has dropped entirely out of the race with Montreal
r the commercial capital and chief port of Canada, and has now
en far outstripped both by that city and Toronto and even
lien behind Ottawa, Twenty years ago Quebec ceased to be
e head of transatlantic navigation, and that moment marked
e beginning of its relative decline. Nothing, however, can
stroy its dignity and importance, which rest neither on dollars,
>pulation, steam engines, nor mills.
Heaven forbid that Quebec should ever be in a position to
ter the heated race for acreage in bricks and mortar, and for
ipulation ! There is no reason whatever why any other city in
mada should not revel to its heart's content in millions of
ople and tens of square miles of stone and brick, but there is
>t a civilised person in North America who would not make
me slight personal sacrifice to avert what in the case of Quebec
>uld be a deplorable calamity. There is not a place in the
untry that in tradition, appearance or situation resembles the
i French city or can compare with it, and there are millions
people growing up in the States and Canada, and many more
llions to arise in the future, to whom a sight of Quebec and
; environs will always be a delight and a glimpse of another
)rld and a monument of imperishable memories.
Happily there are no signs of serious danger in this respect.
huge and hideous cotton mill has, to be sure, greatly injured
e noble prospect of the Montmorency Falls from the river and
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somewhat affected the cataract itself. But there seems to be ri
particular ground available for " million dollar plants " and the
accompanying suburbs of squalid houses. As a matter of fact, th
lower town, with its wharves, docks and shut-in old-fashionej
streets, quite fills the narrow strip which spreads along the bal
of the rock and fronts the water. The very flatness of this sei
board portion of the town hides its somewhat squalid deta|
from view as you draw near it, and gives full expression to tl
bold upward sweep behind, on which are piled one above tl]
other, to the embattled summits of Cape Diamond, the stree'
and buildings which give the city its character, and breathe s
eloquently of its past for those who care to recall it.
Other causes besides the opening of the river to Montre;
contributed to the commercial decline of Quebec. Federatid
in 1867, with its central government at Ottawa and the fira
departure of the British garrisons, which had been a grei
feature in Old Quebec life, helped to arrest its prosperity. Tl
large colony of British merchants who flourished there ha^
practically disappeared, and it is now almost as much a French crj
as the province is virtually a French province. There are st|
however, some three or four thousand British residents all toll
and among them are quite a number of families of moderai
means and good position, with local ties of property or occupatio;
who, mingling freely with a portion of the best French familiq
make a social element that helps to keep up the best tradition
of Anglo-French Quebec. In Montreal, where both races ai
strong in numbers, they scarcely blend at all socially, as we sha
see. In Quebec, however, the very smallness of the Britis
community makes for a freer intercourse. Quebec society, to<
is less vexed by ambitions and financial standards. People a
know one another more or less, and are pretty well assured i
their respective positions. Educated Quebeckers, moreover
usually speak two languages, which certainly gives a ment^
stimulus to society, and many residents seem to have achievej
the habit of graceful but well-filled leisure, the secret of whic
their American neighbours as a people find it so difficult to acquin
It would be strange indeed if the environment of Quebec dij
not make for a placid life amongst those who were fortunal
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plough to be able to lead it. Quebec, then, has become virtually
1 French city. French is the language of the street, the fireside,
|nd to a great extent of commerce, though English is usually
jpoken in the big shops and in the hotels, where most of the
quests, being transient, are from other provinces or the States,
fhe vernacular used by the mass of the people is the old French
is spoken in Normandy before the Revolution, interlarded of
course by many corruptions of English words, while the language
)f the higher classes is that of educated Frenchmen.
Electric cars now rush up and down the steep streets leading
|rom the lower to the upper town, and strike perhaps an inharmonious note. But you may ascend to the latter on foot, if you
50 prefer, by many quaint and tortuous by-ways, assisted here
md there by long flights of steps. Or you may drive up in that
snique production of Quebec and Lower Canada, the caleche—
\ chariot swung high on leather straps stretched on steel springs
|nd mounted on two wheels. There is a small perch in front for
(he driver, who sends his tough Canadian pony along with all
:he dash and abandon of an Irish jarvey bound for a raceneeting. You fly up and down the steep cobbled streets when
*n his charge at a pace that if he thinks you are a stranger is
probably intended to prove your mettle or to show you the little
?xtra attention due from a native to a visitor. To judge from
:he facial expressions and strained attitudes of the summer
tourists one sees being whirled about in such merry fashion,
piany of them would gladly dispense with the courtesy.
Quebec, I need hardly say, is built without system or method,
[ts history and topography have been hostile to anything of
pie kind, and have offered no sort of encouragement to that
j}eliberate extension of parallelograms which makes North
ALmerican towns so convenient to live in and so monotonous to
took at. Streets and buildings follow the lines and rest on
the foundations of former ones when they are not themselves
the original structures. And these lines were thrown into quaint
curves by the ruggedness of the city's site, or thrust into sharp
angles and dark corners by the great ecclesiastical buildings with
|heir courtyards and gardens, founded long ago and generously
sndowed with space to grow in and the means to accomplish it.
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Against these dignified old piles, secure in the knowledge thai
they still hold the confidence and the affection of all Frenc^
Canada, the wholesale improver and the jerry-builder mighl
knock their heads in vain.
Laval's great University, the nunnery of the Ursulines, the
Hotel Dieu and other less considerable foundations fill quite
large spaces in the upper town. As you slant gradually up the
face of the rock by Mountain Street, past solid-looking houses—
in one of which Montcalm lived for a time—with steep gables
and French windows, the great buildings of Laval, ancient
and modern, tower above your head, and a venerable wall
of whitewashed mud, capped with tiles of a kind so common
in Normandy villages, shuts out from view its leafy precincts.
On the left of the road the array of guns known as the Grand
Battery brush your elbow, and thrusting their muzzles over the
brink of the precipice look down over the roof trees of the lower
town and out over the shipping of the river to the opposing
heights of Levis. Though not quite so expansive as the outlook
from the citadel, this peep of the harbour from among an atmosphere of old walls and monastic groves, and cannons and chiming
bells, takes the fancy of every visitor to the old city as much
perhaps as any spot within it.
Laval has been rightly called the founder and father of the
Canadian Church. He was of the illustrious house of Montmorency and used this powerful social lever wholly in the
cause of piety and morality as understood by men of his ultramontane stamp. Though an aristocrat, he was an unswerving
ascetic and an uncompromising advocate of temperance. He
came out to the colony in 1663 as vicar of the Pope and
virtually its first bishop, though he was titularly Bishop of
Petrea, and was altogether too much for the other two members
of the governing trio, the Governor and the Intendant. As a
strong Jesuit he held the doctrine of the supremacy of the Church
in matters temporal as well as spiritual. Public ceremonies, to
which Quebec in olden times was greatly addicted, frequently
experienced unseemly interruptions from Laval's attempts to
humble the Executive before the power of the Church at crucial
moments. He happened to be personally strong enough to

A WEALTHY CHURCH.

33

ry out his theory, and before his long sojourn in Canada
5 over he had nominated his own Governor. His piety
> unquestionable, for he had stripped himself of his estates
France, and the vast grants of Canadian soil his influence
mg from the French Crown were devoted wholly to
gious purposes. Of these the seminary got the lion's share
;he shape of an estate on the north shore of the St. Lawrence
ow Quebec, fifty miles in length by eighteen in depth, as well
several smaller endowments, and as most of this still belongs
the University further comment on the causes of its wealth
uld be superfluous. The Jesuit autocrat destined his foundai for the general education of the young and the training of
llts for the priesthood, and furthermore for helping out the
agre tithes of the Canadian country parishes which were
plly inadequate to the maintenance of a resident clergy. By
s stroke, too, he retained the parochial clergy as missipners or
vants of the seminary, and prevented them from attaining a
sted interest in their livings, as in old France—a state of
ngs which exists more or less at the present day in French
nada. Laval University, which sprang half a century ago
: of the old seminary, forms, with the latter, the educational and
:lesiastical heart of French Canada. Four or five hundred
^s attend the schools, and nearly as many students read
jology, arts, law, science and medicine at the University, to
I nothing of a younger branch at Montreal. One of its many
pldings is one hundred yards long and five stories high, and
itains the finest collection of pictures in Canada, as well as
raries and museums.
But much dallying over the details of a town so rich in interest
Quebec is unfortunately out of the question. The past is
t so much our business here as the present, and the area to be
alt with so formidable that selection becomes a matter of
inite difficulty. A mass of interesting matter has been
|blished about the city, but it is so often mixed up
th much that is wholly parochial and utterly without
terest to even the most sympathetic stranger that a wellItten, systematic guide-book to a city so well worthy of one
badly needed. Quite possibly such a thing is in preparation,
C.
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for the times are moving in Canada, intellectually as well
materially.
Quebec is by no means all tortuous streets and quaj
corners. In the centre of the upper town, on the bro
breast of the slope, is the widest of open spaces, gay wi
well-kept turf and flower beds, and bordered on three sic
with cheerful but not too crowded main arteries of ligtn
traffic. Caleches, private carriages, cabs, and habitants' tvi
wheeled carts dodge the electric cars that rush swiftly up a
down the broad, well-paved roadway, conveying the impressi
to a stranger that every moment was of vital import to t
Quebecker, which happily perhaps for him is not the ca
It is a cheery scene this on a bright summer day. The rows
shops, hotels and offices that skirt on all sides this broad gre
slope look clean and bright with their steep roofs, French w:
dows and outside shutters. The side-walks show a variety
type to be seen probably nowhere else in America—priests a
friars, nuns and sisters, soldiers in red or blue, young lawyers
clerks profoundly French in physique though strictly Engli
in dress, habitants with market baskets, mission India:
Anglican parsons, and American or English tourists busy wi
guide-book and camera.
Here too, with much civic dignity, rises the City Hi
new and assertive in grey stone dress ; while down in the corn
with the open market in front of it, is the Basilica, the Fren
cathedral, which in the eighteenth century rose on the ashes
an old one. It is somewhat richly decorated inside, and contai
many valuable paintings by Vandyke and others. In anott
corner, in a large enclosure of old elms and bass wood tre
stands the English cathedral. For some time after the conque
the British officials, garrison and citizens had no place of worsh
and it is pleasant to remember that the iron bigotry of the c
regime had so moderated before the example of British libei
government that the Recollets granted the use of their chur
to the homeless congregation of their conquerors. By 1800 t
scandal of such a situation grew so intolerable that George I
himself built the present edifice, which looks the period ;
over. The architect was a captain of artillery, and the rest
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i replica of one of those oblong Georgian buildings, with a
y, inconsequent spire and Ionic pilasters at either end that
?e the pride of the debased period of church architecture and
the horror of modern church people, but nevertheless are not
oid of sentiment for liberal minds from the flavour which they
be of that picturesque and strenuous period when the British
ipire was in the making. This substantial edifice, erected by
pious munificence of his Majesty George III., planted among
reminders of French power, looks eminently typical of
British Lion when that just but pugnacious beast knew
own mind and was not greatly troubled by anaemia or
heticism. It is said to be a modest replica of St. Martin'sIhe-Fields ; but, as the centre of official and Protestant cerenial for over a century in Quebec, its story is probably even
ler in colouring, as its situation is more inspiring, than the
tefier model. At any rate, my friend Mr. Wurtele, of Quebec,
j had no difficulty in filling a book of over one hundred pages
h the men of note and things of interest with which it has
b concerned. Close to it on one side stands the great convent
|he Ursulines, founded in 1639, with its various buildings and
dy grounds. Here under the floor of the chapel, lately restored,
ntcalm was buried in a cavity made by the bursting of a
tish shell, and the nuns, of whom there is a large company,
I cherish the skull of the brave but unfortunate general. I had
privilege quite recently of conversing with one of the older
ers, who in her young days in the convent knew well an
lent nun that as a girl actually witnessed the burial of
pntcalm in this rude grave.
last of the English cathedral is the Place d'Armes, stretching
ly to the brink of the great platform which is thence carried
ng the face of the cliff for a quarter of a mile, and with a
adth of fifty yards is one of the noblest promenades in the
rid. Here of old stood the Chateau St. Louis, the official
t of the Viceroys of Canada; and here, called after the
atest of them, towers in the fashion of a castellated French
Lteau, the largest and most superbly situated hotel in Canada,
lether so vast a modern pile attunes itself to the atmosphere
Quebec is a matter of opinion, but it must be confessed that
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nothing has been left undone by the builders of the Chat
Frontenac to give it such harmony as may be with a situatioi
painfully full of responsibility and so conspicuous. One n
hardly say that the tourist who seeks its hospitality, whether
a day or a month, will find that in things material the in:
lives up to the outside. The Canadian-Pacific is a guarante<
this respect for any house of entertainment it holds or hanc
and the Frontenac is one of them. A large statue of Champlaii
brave array and posture, as is only fitting, adorns the north
end; and beautiful as is the outlook from any portion of
Dufferin Terrace, where the city and its visitors promen
while the band plays on summer evenings, there is perh
na better point of vantage on it than this same corner.
Beneath the precipice, and on the narrow strip by which
lower town at this southern edge draws into the rocky foo
Cape Diamond, is the spot where Montgomery fell w
heading the American assault upon the city on the last da;
1775. Beyond it the stately river rolls through its narrow g
way, some fifteen hundred yards only in width, to spread
immediately and right beneath one's eyes into the spaci
harbour below. Across the river are the higher ridges
Levis, rich in the colouring of summer woods, dimpled x
cottages and villas, that gradually merge into the town of 1
name, beneath whose streets, convents and gardens the batte
of Monckton, which laid Quebec in ruins a hundred and fc
years ago, are quite obscured.
Beyond Levis again, and forming the southern shore of
harbour, woods and fields, villages and country houses spr
along the river bank; while away to the east and south
a wide world of chequered landscape, backed by the fo
of mountains—some, as the Adirondacks, shadowy and
off, others again near and isolated, and showing plainly tl
woodland drapery.
Across the broad harbour, five miles away down stream,
nearer point of the fair island of Orleans with its farms \
orchards seems from here to almost fill the channel of
mighty river that holds it in its embrace. Great ships
at anchor—Atlantic liners, cruisers, gun-boats, and mercb
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;ssels, and smaller craft laden with timber from the upper
kes; while coasting steamers, launches and ferries thresh
ieir way busily from point to point. And on the left from
tposite the island of Orleans and the dark cliffs down which
|e Montmorency hurls its snowy cataract, the green ridges of
sauport, dimpled with white cottages, recalls to-day with
anderful precision the lines of Montcalm's celebrated defence,
way down the river, too, and waving far inland from its north
lore, their feet among the farming lands bright with grain and
ubbles, hay-field and homestead, their rugged pine-clad ridges
itting the sky, the Laurentian mountains complete the half
rcle round which the eye wanders with rare delight, from the
iadowy masses of Mount Tourmente to the woody slopes behind
orette.
Quebec itself stands on the point of a long lofty ridge, one side
' which falls sheer into the St. Lawrence, while the other slopes
•adually to the St. Charles, that, winding its sinuous course
Lrough fertile meadows from the north-west, joins the tidal
liters of the greater river near the lower town.
The city walls stretch across the ridge from the high-perched
tadel above the St. Lawrence to the flats by the St. Charles,
id thus acted as a defence in olden days against all attack by land,
ill quite recently the various gates were standing in their original
mdition. Two of them, those of St. Louis and St. John, widened
id renovated to suit the stream of modern traffic, still form the
rincipal pillar from the old city into the suburbs behind it.
rom the Chateau Frontenac and the Place d'Armes most
sitors will find themselves journeying on foot or on wheels
p the long slope of St. Louis Street on their way to the evercmous Plains of Abraham. This highway was in the old French
fgime an aristocratic quarter, and is even yet most eminently
bpectable in its solid stone houses, of fairly venerable aspect;
ieir doors and windows flush with the walls and opening on the
:reet. As you ascend the steep and narrow highway towards
ke St. Louis Gate, through which Montcalm rode bearing his
iortal wound so bravely, you pass the small house where he was
1st laid to await the surgeon's verdict. A step higher up on the
jft is still standing the roomy old mansion where dwelt De Pean,
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en if time has somewhat glorified its import, is at least much
:tter worth a passing glance. The head of the street lands one
aid associations of the drum and trumpet, and houses that in
e palmy days before the British garrisons were withdrawn from
mada were mixed up with garrison life, i Highest of all is the
omy building of the garrison club, a Quebec institution full of
sociations with famous regiments, and still probably one of the
uggest and pleasantest clubs in Canada. The civilian element
)w far exceeds the military, which is limited to the gunners and
fantry of the Canadian regulars stationed in the citadel, and
ch officials of the permanent or militia forces of Canada as
ippen to be temporarily in the city, travelling east or west,
he citadel itself is a point of undying interest to visitors. Not
day passes through the entire summer but parties of tourists,
ainly Americans, wander about the large parade ground under
|e charge of a sergeant, or stand by the guns whose muzzles
^int over the river some three or four hundred feet below. The
larters of the garrison line the cliffs, and few mess-rooms in the
ritish Empire probably have so gorgeous an outlook from their
fndows. Here, too, are the somewhat modest headquarters of
le Governor-General when he makes his periodical visits to the
ki capital of French Canada. In the centre of the parade
tound a solitary cannon of insignificant dimensions proclaims
|ie fact that it was captured at Bunker's Hill, and seems
bsitively to invite the pleasantry of wandering Yankees, who
ave not failed to make comments on it that have become almost
f classic as the fight itself, and certainly shed lustre on the
ttle gun.
It is even possible the visitor may be conducted round by
French sergeant, in the familiar uniform of the Royal Artillery,
rith quite a limited English vocabulary, and as he stands beside
im on the battery and looks out over that vast panorama where
English and French so often mingled in deadly strife, will be apt
|» ruminate on the strange mutability of human things.
I St. Louis Street here finds an outlet through the now much
estored and rejuvenated city walls by way of the gate already
puded to as bearing its name, and becomes St. Louis Road or
he Grand A\\6e. A broad and pleasant highway bordered by
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cheerful-looking residences and fringed with trees, it runs in
straight line towards the famous battlefield. Just outside tl
city walls, along whose grassy summits by the way runs i
almost continuous promenade, stand the Provincial Parliame
buildings—a fine block of grey stone in the French Renai
sance style, erected five-and-twenty years ago. To the memb
of a European State, accustomed to one central governme
and capital, this double set of machinery entailed by a feder
system will probably appear a trifle elaborate and involve
He will have contented himself with grasping the fact of Otta\
and its great public buildings in his mind, and will just for tl
moment be taken aback when he sees the immense and state
pile before him and realises it is the seat of a complete govern men
of a ministry and two chambers, presided over by a representatr
of the Crown.
There is in Quebec an Upper House or Legislative Count
appointed for life by the Governor in Council, and a Low
House or Chamber of Deputies of the usual type, electe
under what is virtually manhood suffrage. Both languages a
used in debate, but as about seven-eighths of the deputies a
Frenchmen, the Gallic tongue is naturally in the ascendar
Both the chambers in which these French legislators so volub
discuss their local affairs beneath the aegis of the Royal arn
are worthy of any assembly in size and fittings. Beneath tl
same roof are the offices of the Lieutenant-Governor, the heae
of the departments, judicial, educational, agricultural; and a fir
library. The usual portrait gallery of past and present not;
bilities, who have helped to guide the destinies of the Provine
of Quebec, fill up other corners of the building, while on finel
panelled stairways the coats of arms of distinguished Frencl
Canadian families remind you that a reasonable pride of birt
still survives, though politics as a matter of fact are absolute!
democratic. On the outer face of the building, too, the glorie
of Champiain and Cartier, Maisoneuve and Frontenac are cor
spicuously commemorated. Here among the clerks, messenger
secretaries, lawyers and ministers moving about the corridoi
you will hear very little English. It will be quite evident tha
it is a French province being governed by Frenchmen. And i
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s surely better so than that there should be a strong minority of
inglish-speaking people to be represented. As it is, there can
He no serious racial friction within the province. Out of a
copulation of a million and a half nearly five-sixths are French,
vhile the greater part of the English-speaking minority live
ither in the city of Montreal or in a district known as the Eastern
ownships, of which more anon. A m o n g these, moreover, there
s a very strong element of Irish Roman Catholics, who always
eem to me in Canada to occupy an anomalous sort of position,
>ut of touch with their French co-religionists, and almost as much
pith the very North British Protestant and Ulster element that
>redominates in Upper Canada, and not strong enough in themelves to venture on that attitude which makes them the joy
»f the machine politician and the bane of the educated and
•atriotic American. " W e cannot understand your Irish," said a
r
rench-Canadian deputy to me as I sat in his office in a country
own in Quebec. " W e hear and read of them as hating England
/ith an undying hatred. T h e y come out here shaking the dust
f the old country off their feet, but when they have settled down
hey don't mix with our people, though they are Roman Catholics,
iut seem to prefer altogether to be among the English, whom
hey have spent their lives in cursing. This is, of course, of
10 consequence," my friend continued, " but it puzzles our French
•eople very much."
When Federation was established in Canada in 1867, the
Constitution of the United States was very naturally looked to
Dr a model in many particulars. But unlike the American
Jtates, whose powers were left undefined, those of the Central
xovernment only being tabulated, the reverse method was in
his case wisely adopted. T h e powers of the Provincial Governaents were clearly defined and limited, so that cases of doubt
uch as raise frequent controversies between the defenders of
States rights" and the Washington Government can never occur
1 Canada, the Ottawa Government assuming all powers that have
tot been formally delegated to the provinces. Quebec, being
iractically homogeneous, enjoys its own laws under the old French
ode with modifications and its own Church, which is virtually
n established one, though no burdens fall on the non-French
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minority. Education would seem to offer some graver obstacles i:
a society so constituted as is this one, but they seem to be sur
mounted without much difficulty. There is a general council c
education subdivided into two boards, Catholic and Protestan
with a permanent secretary acting for each. Such funds as th
Government contribute to education are divided pro rata betwee
each creed. Taxes are levied by school boards in each townshij
but a minority of the opposite faith can always appeal and forr
a school of their own, diverting the school taxes of thei
co-religionists to such a purpose and appointing their ow
schoolmaster. Those who have the best of all reasons fc
knowing tell me that the machine works in perfect harmony
each secretary attending to the matters connected with those c
his own language and faith.
The Roman Church in a province where Church and State
unlike France herself, are in almost complete sympathy, it nee
hardly be said, controls education, for of French Protestants ther
are practically none. At the same time the results, from
temporal point of view, are very markedly below those achieve
in the Protestant parts of Canada. This will be readily undei
stood, and if illustrations are required, anyone engaged in th
great lumber trade of Ontario and the North-West, where thoi
sands of young men of both nationalities are employed in mixe
camps, will declare them in favour of the British employees, s
far as schooling is concerned, without hesitation.
Now at the corner where the electric trams turn away fror
the St. Louis Road towards the St. Charles Valley and th
suburb of St. Roche to complete their circuit of outer Quebe*
is a cabstand which, for its detached situation, might perple:
the casual traveller who did not know that a gate on the lei
led immediately to the spot where Wolfe's monument mark
the place of his untimely death. I wonder if there is an
other battlefield in the world except Waterloo that support
a cabstand or its equivalent ? I fancy not! I have been t
Waterloo both in summer and winter, and I am inclined t
think that more tourists visit the Plains of Abraham than eve
that other more accessible and more famous arena outsid
Brussels. It is not heresy, I presume to say, that the smalle
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ctory at Quebec was more pregnant with results than even
r
aterloo. Half a million Russians and Austrians were on
eir way to support the Allies had Napoleon with his small
my succeeded in repulsing them. If Wolfe, however, had
iled on that grey September morning in 1759, Canada would
most certainly have remained to France. The American
Dlonies would never have dreamed, while such conditions
sted, of independence, and the course of history in North
merica would have been written on lines which one cannot
mture even to speculate upon.
It is probably, however, the dramatic nature of the fight and
e romance of the situation that brings visitors in increasing
ousands every summer to the Plains of Abraham. I do not
ean that they are popularised in the sense of being a stampingound for excursionists or school feasts. The pilgrims that
•me here are independent travellers, and Americans mostly,
r the simple reason that there are many times more Americans
move about in summer than there are Canadians. I was
:ry often indeed on or about the battlefield in the past season,
id on every occasion there was a numerous company of visitors,
•metimes on foot with guide-books, like sensible people, but
ore often under the tutelage of the French-Canadian or Irish
rvey, whose accounts of that fateful day are more humorous
ian accurate.
The volume of American holiday travel to Canada is increasing
7 leaps and bounds, and American travellers are growing yearly
ore alive to the scenes and incidents that made their history,
id there is nothing on the Continent to captivate their fancy
ore strongly than this spot, even though it be British ground.
: is morally certain that the attention lavished on the Plains
I Abraham, particularly in view of their proximity to Quebec,
ill be prodigious, unless Quebec should mortgage the fortune
s face, unlike the proverbial maiden, will always bring it in
icreasing volume, for some immediate material gain. The
t. Louis Road bisects the battlefield longitudinally, and, as it
ere, splits the ridge. The whole ground between this and the
t. Lawrence precipice up to the "Cove fields," which stretch
at half a mile from the citadel fortifications, has been presented
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by the Federal Government to Quebec, and are safe fro:
violation. T h e " Cove fields," an undulating stretch of partial
fenced pasture land and unenclosed golf links, have had a co]
vent and a jail erected on them, besides a couple of Martel
towers, which are much less incongruous. So far as I kno>
there is no check to any amount of further vandalism. On tl
right of the St. Louis Road, which was probably the centre
each attacking line, there is a good deal of building, and ju
here the Franciscans have recently erected a very large conver
There is reason to think that the very centre of the shock
battle is occupied by this imposing edifice, possessed of a lar^
chapel gorgeous with decoration, colour and carving. I looke
in there one afternoon last summer after an hour or two <
sauntering on the battlefield, and found a great company
white-robed chanting nuns, kneeling before the High Alta
amid a blaze of electric light and the flicker of countless candle
It was an effective scene and stimulating to the imaginatio
when one remembered the significance of the spot on which th
pageant Was going forward.
T h e plain obelisk which proclaims that " Here died Wol
victorious," stands about midway between this, St. Louis Roc
and the St. Lawrence cliffs, and about three-quarters of a mi
from the outworks of the citadel, which in the days of the Frene
were further advanced.
Now I do not propose to dwell for long here upon the stirrir
tale of the siege and capture of Quebec. I have told the stoi
at some length in three different and more suitable places. I
these pages history must at least be treated with brevity, thoug
while we are on the subject of Quebec it is difficult to get wholi
away from it. There is some excuse, however, for being in
reminiscent mood while in the atmosphere of Lower Canad
as there is little practical interest in the French Province. f(
English readers or travellers. It is approached, and probabl
always will be, in an entirely different spirit and with differei
objects from those which attract the stranger to Ontario and tr.
North-West.
Still any account of Canada without giving Quebec th
attention its important place in the Canadian Federatio
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utitles it to, would be an unpardonable omission ; and one
mst take it from the point of view from which it appeals to
ineteen visitors out of twenty. I shall venture once again then
n the oft-told tale in as few words as are compatible with some
icid notion of it.
Louisbourg, the great French fortress and harbour of Cape
ireton, had fallen in the previous year, 1758. It had been the first
otable success of the British in America after three years of
mr. Wolfe, as a young Brigadier, had so distinguished himself
t the siege that the still more important expedition to Quebec
1 the following year was entrusted to his charge by Pitt, to the
hagrin of a long list of seniors who had merited their neglect,
lis enthusiasm for the service caused some of them to grumble
1 the King's hearing that he was mad. George II. was a good
oldier, and occasionally astonished his courtiers by a good
pigram or a witty retort. "Mad is h e ? " said His Majesty,
then I only hope he'll bite some of my generals."
Amherst was Commander-in-Chief in America in 1759, but
vas wholly occupied with land expeditions and endeavours to
>enetrate from New York to the Canadian frontier. He hoped
hus to support Wolfe, but was unable to, and may be left out
)f a story curtailed as this one must be.
It was the end of June when Wolfe, accompanied by Admiral
Saunders and the British fleet, arrived before Quebec. He had
vith him between eight and nine thousand men, mainly embarked
1 Louisbourg, and to a great extent veterans of former cam>aigns in North America. It was probably the best army, all
hings considered, that Great Britain had placed in the field
rince the days of Marlborough, and no small part of its efficiency
vas due to its young General's ability in matters of organisation
md discipline. The difficult task of bringing a great fleet up
the St. Lawrence, regarded hitherto as almost impracticable,
bad been skilfully accomplished by the naval commanders.
On the day of their arrival they encountered a summer hurricane, and on the next night a fleet of fire ships sent down by
the French, both of which were overcome by the gallantry and
energy of the sailors.
Montcalm had entrenched his army on what are known as the
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Lines of Beauport, occupying the six miles of curving shor
which stretch from the mouth of the St. Charles River, by th
lower town of Quebec to the Falls of Montmorency, who's
wide chasm and deep river-bed sufficiently protected his lei
flank. In the city itself was a small garrison which could b
reinforced at any moment. The French lines therefore reaches
from the Montmorency Falls to the city. From Montmorenc
to the village of Beauport they followed a clearly defined an
elevated ridge. From Beauport to the St. Charles marsh
grounds and shallow tide water, protected by floating an
fixed batteries, showed a still more efficient defence. Benin
these defences lay the French, some sixteen thousand strong
about three thousand of them veteran regulars, the rest militi<
of whom a majority had seen some years of fighting.
Point Levis was not seriously occupied, and here Wolfe, wit
little opposition, planted his main batteries under Monckton, on
of his Brigadiers. All the lower and much of the upper tow:
was well within range, and throughout the whole siege a formid
able and well-served artillery poured shot and shell into th
devoted city. The main camp of the British was formed 01
the further edge of the Montmorency gorge, within musket she
of the extreme French left, the great cataract roaring betwee;
them. The Point of Orleans was a midway post used mainly fo
hospital purposes, while the fleet lay in the river. A harder tasl
had seldom been entrusted to a general than the one which no\
faced Wolfe. Montcalm's position, so long as he maintained il
was apparently impregnable, and that cool, able soldier had n<
intention whatever of jeopardising it. Behind works his army wa
as good as any: but in the open, though warlike and experience*
in their own fashion, they would be no match for Wolfe's trainee
and disciplined men. Above all, winter was an ally that on th<
St. Lawrence could fail no man, and whose advent could b<
timed to a week.
A month passed away in scouting, foraging, scouring th<
open country, overawing or conciliating the peasantry, and ii
minor operations that cannot be noted here; but some forware
movement had to be made, forlorn hope though it seemed, anc
on July 31st the famous attack on the Beauport Lines waj
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:livered. The spot chosen was about half a mile from the
ontmorency Falls. Townshend, Wolfe's third Brigadier, was
ford the river below the cataract, and march along the shore
th two thousand men. Wolfe himself, with about an equal
imber, was to land from vessels on the flat strip below the high
!ge on which the French lay. The attempt ended in disaster,
tie Louisbourg Grenadiers, a picked corps, were the first to land,
Ld without waiting for their companions or Townshend's sup>rts, flung themselves in a sort of impulse of heroic madness on
e steep slope below the French rifle-pits and batteries. In a
w minutes four hundred of them were killed or wounded, when a
rrific thunder-shower literally silenced both attack and defence,
irther effort was useless. The dead and wounded were with
me difficulty recovered from the scalp-hunting Indians that
farmed out of the intrenchments, and the whole flotilla went back
jectedly to the camp. Wolfe's wretched health was, as everyte knows, a constant burden to the gallant spirit which struggled
ithin. The next few weeks passed wearily. Twice he lay not
r from death in the farmhouse, which is still standing near
ontmorency, chafing at his situation and the impotency of the
le force under his command against defences which showed no
igle vulnerable point. Quebec was slowly crumbling before
e batteries of Levis, but this advanced matters no further,
ontcalm did not stir. He and his officers were full of conlence, and winter was approaching. The British nation was
iginning to grumble, and even Pitt to have qualms about his
>ung General. But none of them had a true notion what Quebec
as like or what sort of task they had set Wolfe to perform.
Montcalm, in the meantime, had been compelled to detach fifteen
mdred men under Levis to Montreal. Fifteen hundred to two
Lousand more he had sent under De Bougainville to Cap Rouge,
break in the high shore seven miles up the river, where English
tips and small expeditions were giving trouble. His lines,
Dwever, were too strong to be sensibly weakened by these
spartures.
September arrived and with it the famous council of war by
Wolfe's bedside, followed by the movement of some four thoumd men by land and water up the river, so skilfully contrived,
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that Montcalm neither guessed their numbers nor intentions;
Of those remaining a thousand lay sick and wounded at tri
Isle of Orleans.
Bougainville, however, at Cap Rouge, with his two thousand
men anxiously watched the British ships drifting up and dowi
the river, with troops on board, and was on the lookout for ai
attack only on his fortified cove or at some point higher up th<
river. In the meantime Wolfe had surveyed that five or sh
miles of cliff between the city and Cap Rouge, which Montcaln
had declared a hundred men could hold against an entir
army, and had selected the Anse du Foulon, about two mile
above Quebec, as the point for his final desperate effort. Oi
the 12th he issued his last orders, which concluded, " A vigorou
blow struck by the army at this juncture may determine th
fate of Canada." That same night, while the siege guns wer
bellowing, the troops destined for the attack dropped quietl
into boats, and between midnight and daybreak were safel
landed in relays on the beach of the Anse du Foulon, withot
exciting the suspicions of the outposts on the cliffs. The scalin
of the precipice, the surprise of De Vergor and his small post i
the summit, the march in the grey dawn towards the Plains c
Abraham, and the dismay of Montcalm away at Beauport whe
he realised that Wolfe had placed four thousand men at th
back of the city is all an oft-told tale, whose details are muc
too lengthy and intricate for narration here.
Though more than four thousand of Wolfe's men were lande
only some three-fourths of their whole number formed in tl
line of battle which at ten o'clock in the morning fell upon tl
French army. The landing place had to be guarded and tl
rear protected against an attack from Bougainville, who as
matter of fact had been, like Montcalm, quite hoodwinked ar
outmanoeuvred by Wolfe.
In round numbers some three thousand five hundred Frene
regulars and militia, with fifteen hundred sharpshooters ar
Indians, who filled the bush on either flank, met the Britis
The troops had poured out of the city by the St. Louis ar
St. Foy Roads, and after waiting for a time in order of battl
came on with loud shouts and a desultory galling fire. It w

DEATH OF W O L F E .

49
till they were within forty yards that the British, who though
atly annoyed for a long time by sharpshooters, had mainled an immovable front, delivered their fire, which both
inch and English who were there tell us sounded like a
H cannon shot. The shock of the discharge so staggered
French columns that the British had time to reload, and
:r pouring in a second volley the advance was sounded, and
>lfe's line swept down with bayonet and broadsword—for
78th Highlanders were there—on the already half-broken
Wolfe himself was with the Louisbourg Grenadiers, the
ked corps which had forgotten themselves at Beauport on the
reme right towards the precipice and close to the 28th and
35th. He had already been hit on the wrist, and now very
n after the advance he was hit twice in succession in the
in and the lungs, the latter shot bringing him to the ground,
;pite of strenuous efforts to keep his feet. He was carried to
rear, and after hearing that the day was won, and by an
>rt giving a last order for cutting off the fugitives, he became
snsible, and shortly afterwards on the spot now marked by
monument, " gave up his life at the very moment," to quote
t's stirring eulogy, "when his fame began."1
rhe point of impact of the opposing armies was probably
lewhat in advance of Wolfe's monument, and the lines
itched from near the St. Lawrence Cliffs over the St. Louis
ad, where the Franciscan Convent stands, and thence across
St. Foy Road on the St. Charles slope of the ridge. The
ict spot where Wolfe fell can only be guessed at from surmding circumstances. The last time I was on the ground
s with Mr. Doughty, who certainly knows more of these four
tfiths of 1759 at Quebec than anyone living, and he places it
Dn a rising knoll some three or four hundred yards in advance
i to the right of the place of his death. Wolfe was shot very
m after the advance, but the issue of the battle was never
Certain attempts to depreciate Wolfe have been lately made, more particuy by assertions that the daring plan of the 13th was not his but his brigadiers';
;y would seem to have been made in ignorance of the fact that a written
test was sent to Wolfe the day before by these same brigadiers complaining of
Lr complete ignorance of his intentions, and that Wolfe replied, telling them,
ifect, to mind their own business.
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in doubt for a moment. It was all over in a period whi
eye-witnesses give variously at from ten to twenty minutes.
How the French were driven pell-mell into the city and do1
to the St. Charles, how Montcalm was mortally wounded, to <
the next morning, and how Monckton also being serioui
injured the command devolved upon Townshend, who receiv
the capitulation of the city five days later, is all a matter
common notoriety, or supposed to be. Nothing like so mi
however, in Great Britain at any rate, is remembered of 1
second siege of Quebec in the following winter, when Mun
with a valiant JMt sickly garrison defended it against 1
reinvigorated FAnch, and lost a battle to them, just outs;
the walls on the St. Charles slope of the ridge, which he h
rashly ventured. A monument on the St. Foy Road, inscrit
simply and significantly, " A u x braves, 1760," commemora
the fight in which Murray lost a third of the three thousa
men with which in the slush of a melting winter he had, for
sufficient reason, thrown himself upon twice that number
French.
I must wind up this too historical chapter by recalling 1
summer of 1760, when a British fleet relieved Quebec, wl
Amherst at length broke through the woods of Northern N
York and captured the last remnant of the resisting French
Montreal, and received the formal capitulation of the whole
Canada.
This long struggle for supremacy in North America, to wh
France six years before had challenged England, is probal
the most dramatic and picturesque as it is the most pregm
of results of any war waged by Great Britain, and at the sai
time is the least familiar of all modern wars to British reade
It reflected equal honour on the victors and the vanquished, a
of the latter, in the colony most concerned it can truly be s;
that they shared the benefits as they shared the honours, a
began to taste for the first time in their history the sweets
peace, freedom and prosperity.1

1
For the full story of this struggle see " T h e Fight with France for Nc
America" : Constable & Co. (London), and Morang & Co. (Toronto).
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CHAPTER III.
[T is not only the charms of Quebec itself, in its matchless
de of place, that captivate the imagination, but scarcely less
perhaps those of its surroundings whichr%0 alluringly expand
;mselves to view over such great distances%i nearly all direcns as one wanders about the upper town%nd its environs,
r these wide sweeping landscapes of mountain, plain and
ter, are not only beautiful by nature, but, unlike many parts
North America, are positively enriched and mellowed by the
jsence of a people to whom the Almighty has denied the
ssion for material prosperity possessed by all their neighbours
t compensated by a temperament that gets equal pleasure,
rhaps more, out of life in other ways.
Bright coloured villages sprinkle the waving landscape for
les around Quebec, and the lines of the country roads can be
ced far away into the dim distance over hill and dale by the
ght glint of the small homesteads which are marshalled so
ckly and so sociably along them. The benighted folks who
ell therein persist in throwing time and money away on paint
i whitewash to an extent that excites the liveliest scorn of
j smaller Ontario farmer to whom nature has denied, or his
Dttish affinities crushed out, such elementary sense of harmony
is prevalent even among the peasantries of Europe,
rhe French-Canadian, insensible to criticism, and indeed far
noved from it, continues to erect one-storied houses with long
ping roofs sweeping away beyond the eaves, and often forming
I actual roof of quite a broad verandah. He revels, too, in
rmer windows and all sorts of uneconomical picturesque
angement;s that are heresy to the Anglo-Saxon settler, who
ows well that a straight up-and-down two-storied house with
linimum of roof and a door in the middle is the only style
it a practical man devoid of nonsense would sanction. And
E 2
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the latter very often in his passion for ugliness outrages I
more worthy regard for thrift and leaves this aesthetic structu
to take the weather without paint or whitewash. In some of t
rougher districts of Eastern Ontario there are whole neighbor
hoods covered with these painful and depressing spectres whi
almost put the cruder snake fences around them to the blus
and make the less ambitious log-houses look veritable things
beauty. A Scotch settler once explained to me that he did n
paint his house lest he should be taken for a d
d Frenchme
The French-Canadian may be ignorant and unprogressive, h
he has, at any rate, better taste than this. Both in town, villa
and country, he lays his colours on with no unsparing hand, a
upon the whole with excellent results.
A trifle in itself, but one of the most suggestive things
Quebec, is the golden dog (le chien dyor) who still gnaws 1
bone upon the front wall of a house in Mountain Street, in t
heart of the upper town :—
' * Je suis un chien qui rouge l'os
En le rougeant je prends mon repos
Un temps viendra qui n'est pas veny
Que je mordrai qui m'aura mordu."

The dog and the inscription are said to have been first mount
above his door by a rich merchant named Philibert, as a hit
Bigot and La Frippone. Bigot, it is said, procured his assassii
tion at the hands of an officer quartered in his house, who ye;
afterwards, strange to say, was himself slain by Philibert's son
India. The bone, of course, represented the condition of Cana
at the period, and the dog, it is needless to add, typified Bi[
and his rapacious crew. The house over which it origina
hung was afterwards an inn, and it was with the landlor
daughter that Nelson, while ashore in Quebec, fell so violen
in love that only the efforts of his friends prevented him fr<
marrying her.
Nor have I said anything of the shady walks and green lav
of "the Governor's gardens," a public promenade just abe
Dufferin Terrace, where stands the monument which so eloquen
unites in a single shaft the glorious memories of both Wc
and Montcalm ; nor yet of ~the Hotel Dieu, that immense p
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oduct of various epochs, though founded in 1654 by the Duchess
Aiguillon, niece of Cardinal Richelieu ; half-convent, half>spital, where a numerous and devoted company of nuns
inister to the wants of thousands of patients annually. Nor,
ain, have we been near the General Hospital, which sounds
osaic, but, as a matter of fact, is an imposing, stately, and
icient foundation erected on ground where the Recollets first
ceived the Jesuit missionaries in 1625. It stands away beyond
e lower town near the St. Charles, and played a great part in
e Anglo-French wars, being filled with the sick and wounded of
ith nations after the capture of the city in 1759. The nuns of
uebec then earned the gratitude of the victors by the impartial
anner in which they gave their services to friend and foe with
:e devotion.
Now Quebec is well served by railroads, which are most helpful
the visitor who would see something of the surrounding diset. Upon the north side of the river the Canadian-Pacific
lilway comes in from Montreal, and has here its terminus,
len there is the Lake St. John road, which runs north-east
)m the city and penetrates the wild heart of the province,
lile a light railway follows the river to Montmorency and
ence on to St. Anne, of pilgrimage fame, some miles beyond.
a the south shore the Grand Trunk vies with the Canadianicific from Montreal, though by a more winding course, having
» terminus at Levis, whence the Intercolonial starts away for
ew Brunswick and Nova Scotia, through striking and everanging scenery. A third line from Levis runs due south to
lerbrook and the eastern townships.
The high roads issuing from the city are tolerable—good
tough for driving purposes and quite rideable for a cyclist; but
e English wheelman must be careful in accepting Canadian
andards, for outside the city suburbs the roads almost everytiere are of that description which are relatively worse for
lling than for driving, and compared to England there is very
tie of the former pastime for obvious reasons. A favourite
itlet from Quebec is the St. Louis road, which, as we have
en, bisects the Plains of Abraham, for it leads to Sillery and
ap Rouge; and yet* more, it is bordered for four or five miles
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beyond the Plains by a succession of delightful country seat
whose large and well-timbered grounds in almost every ca:
fringe the steep shores of the St. Lawrence, and afford mo
beautiful prospects both up and down the river.
There are numbers of pleasant country seats in all parts
Canada, mostly modern, and in situations selected for natur
beauty, and never, be it remembered, supported by the produ
of surrounding acres.
But these country houses on the St. Lawrence above Quebe
besides being so uniquely placed, have, as a group, a charact
all their own. Some of them date back into the eighteem
century, and have been the homes of men or families who ha1
been the leaders of social and political life since the English co
quest. Spencer Wood, the most notable, is now the Lieutenan
Governor's official residence. It took its name from Spenc
Perceval, the English Chancellor of the Exchequer, assassinat<
in 1812, whose relatives then owned it, and has been the abo<
of all sorts of illustrious people and the centre of much elega
hospitality. Lord Elgin, Sir E d m u n d Head, Lord Dufferi
among many others, have all lived there and all loved it; thou^
long before their day, under private owners, its lawns and_grov
were the constant resort of all that was most distinguished
Canada. Its grounds overhang Wolfe's Cove, while just beyoi
it is another charming though smaller place, the property of tl
venerable Sir James Lemoine, who has been more industrious
the preservation of the lore and legends of old Quebec th;
probably any Canadian living. Further on towards Cap Roug
beautifully poised upon the edge of the steep overhanging tl
river, is housed one of the best private collections of Frenc
Canadian literature in the library of Mr. George Fairchild.
T h e Grand Allee, into which the entrance gates of most
these places open at intervals, though they are themselv
hidden in woods, soon develops into a country road aft
leaving the Plains of Abraham. A pleasant round of son
sixteen miles can be made by driving along it to Cap Roui
and returning by the village of St. F o y and back to the city i
the Kent Gate. Every mile of the way is full of charm, mo
particularly if it be in early autumn. T h e Canadian sprue
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hich is perhaps too insistent in most Lower Canadian land:apes, here more often yields place to a wealth of maple and
itch-elm, of ash and oak, which shade the road when the open
rms of the habitant give way for a space before the protected
oodlands of some country seat. Glimpses of the great river
LOW here and there down below on the left through vistas of
irk and woodland, one of them being the hollow of Cap Rouge,
here Bougainville lay intrenched with his two thousand men,
id where Roberville and Champiain each spent their first
inters on Canadian soil.
T h e long country drive takes you through the most anciently
ttled portion of Canada, and after a wet summer the pastures
e as green as the Vale of Llangollen, and the homesteads
ways as white as those of Wales. Scarcely any wheat is grown
tre, but the oat stubbles glow brightly in the sunlight, and
te ripening buckwheat has taken on its ruddy glow. A n d as
DU bend back over the ridge towards Quebec, you may look
it over the winding St. Charles to the villages of Lorette
id Charlesbourg clustering thickly amid the bright carpet
I the vale with the wooded heights of the Lauren tides rising
mind and rolling northward towards a land of lakes and
reams.
Levis, which guards the opposite gateway of the narrows, is
radically a new town, and with its suburbs has over ten
Lousand inhabitants. Immense ecclesiastical buildings, semiiries, monasteries and churches, seem to dominate even this
ive of modern industry which concerns itself mainly with
imber. Ferry-boats ply continually between the two towns,
at the main object of going to Levis, unless it be to see the
haudiere Falls, some six miles distant, is to enjoy the striking
rospect of Quebec from there afforded. There are some large
titenanted forts, built long ago, on higher ground two miles
shind the town, which some guide-books tell the visitor cover
le site of the English batteries that laid Quebec in ruins ! It is
erhaps needless to remark that Monckton's guns would have
een tolerably harmless at a three-mile range, and that, as a
latter of fact, his batteries were placed as near the shore as the
round permitted^
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| But, once again, the neighbourhood of Quebec is an exhai
tive subject, either for visitor or writer, and the spirit in which
should be undertaken is not precisely in attune with the ms
objects of this book. One's musings here, and indeed all ov
Lower Canada, are almost bound to be of the reflective ai
retrospective kind. At any rate, in making the six-mile journ
to the Falls of Montmorency, whether by the light railway or
road through the village and seigneury of Beauport, it is impe
sible to be in an up-to-date frame of mind, or crave for !
inspection of the huge cotton mills which I have already allud
to as standing at the junction of the river with the St. Lawren<
much to the detriment of that classic spot.
Now the whole north bank (though the river as a matter
fact runs north-east and south-west) of the basin of Quebec, frc
the mouth of the St. Charles and the lower town, is occupied I
the old seigneury of Beauport, the village of that name standi;
at the mouth of its small stream about half way between t
above-named points. Trains run frequently throughout the dz
and you may alight at Beauport station, if historically incline
and visit the site of the old manor-house where Montcalm h;
his headquarters throughout the siege. It was burned dov
some twenty odd years ago, and was the home of Colon
Duguy, who came into possession of what represented t]
seigneury early in the last century, and his family still ov
such part of it as the commutation of the seigneurial rights ai
other changes have left intact. Among other relics they ha
from the cellars of the old house, which was built in 1660, is
bottle of white wine from Montcalm's private store. Here cor
mences the famous ridge which was so strongly fortified by tl
French for its whole extent of three miles to the gorge of tl
Falls, and that was unsuccessfully assaulted in the mann
already related by Wolfe on July 31st. You may travel benea
it by the railroad, or above it on the highway, the latt
carrying you between a continuous row of habitants' hous
with their narrow strips of meadow land running to die brir
of the slope, where for so many weeks lay the greater part
the military force of Canada watching Wolfe's movemen
upon the water and on the further shores with such growir
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nfidence, till that bitter awakening came in the grey dawn of
jptember 13th.
If the Falls of Montmorency lay in the heart of the wilderness
thout any help from civilisation's mellowing hand, and d u m b
regards any historic association, they would still be famous,
tumultuous river, as large as many an English stream whose
me is a household word, falls sheer over a cliff two hundred
d sixty feet in height into a boiling pool. But all around the
ffs of the gorge are pleasant groves and gardens and pasture
ids tributary to the Old K e n t House, where her late Majesty's
ther resided when commanding the garrison of Quebec, and
at has quite recently, after a chequered existence in private
nds, become a hotel. Mr. Herbert Price, too, has a charming
ttage near the brink of the Falls, full of historical curios
d set amid pretty gardens, where a row of cannon collected
>m various centres of ancient strife, or fished up from the
>ttom of Canadian waters, strike a grim and reminiscent
>te amid a lovely Arcadian scene. From a platform about
,lf-way down the cliff, built for the many visitors who
mually come here, a superb view of the great cataract is
d. T h e cliffs on the further shore sweep backward in lofty
iked walls. Here from height to height, from the extreme
ft of the Beauport lines to the main camp of the British,
olfe's and Montcalm's soldiers, says Major K n o x , who was
ie of the former, used to practise their marksmanship on one
Lother, while the great guns of their respective batteries hurled
ot and shell in somewhat futile fashion as it proved across the
iwning chasm.
Down below yonder, where in glittering
allows the Montmorency river ripples over the flats into the
:. Lawrence, is where Townshend forded across with his two
ousand men, on the fated 31st of July, to support Wolfe's
tack on the Beauport ridge, which hapless venture occurred
me half-mile to the east of the Falls, where a roadway slants
I the grassy steep behind a cluster of houses.
When Quebec was in the full heyday of its social glory, the
alls of Montmorency were a noted winter gathering place, and
e-cones formed by the spray rising to a great height were the
y of tobogganists. Enough water, however, is now abstracted
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from the river for the electrical purposes of the city to ha
reduced these cones to insignificance.
Crossing the brid;
above the Falls, which carries the high road to St. Anne's, y<
may turn in to the right and wander about the fields slopii
down the long green ridge to the St. Lawrence, and pick c
the traces of Wolfe's camp. A m o n g many homesteads of la1
date the original farm-house is still standing in which t
young General lay chafing in the fever of illness and desp;
for so many days before deciding to strike his camp he
and move up the river to that final effort which reversed t
situation in a stroke, and perhaps changed the history of t
world. T h e long, low-raftered typical French-Canadian cotta
which was Wolfe's headquarters is not, I think, generally famil
nor mentioned in guide-books, but it is easily identified in t
old military plans of the siege, as the only old house in 1
locality, and its age is indisputable. T h e family who occu
it now have been on the spot ever since, and though qu
uneducated peasants, have sufficient traditions of the affair
point out the spot where the General's bed stood in a loft
prodigious length under an open roof of fine old timbers a
picturesquely littered with spinning-wheels and the,varie
lumber of past and present generations of peasant life.
For many miles above the bridge the Montmorency i<
tumbling, rocky, broad stream, bordered with woods, a
abounding in even more than such share of beauty as natura
belongs to such kind of scenery.
From Montmorency the little railway runs down the sho
of the St. Lawrence to St. A n n e de Beaupr6, some fifteen mi
beyond—a spot luminous in the annals of the French-Canad
Church and familiar by name to everyone in North Amer
from the thousands of pilgrims who flock there. St. Ar
itself is a village of some thousand inhabitants, lying j
opposite the lower point of the island of Orleans. T h e chur
whither in round numbers one hundred and fifty thouss
pilgrims annually turn their steps, is itself a modern thougl
very fine one, and was created by the Pope a shrine of the f
order and a Basilica in 1887. T h e avowed object of the pilgri
is the cure of their disorders. T h e church is full of crutches 1
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ive offerings, and the medical faculty no doubt have suffered
isiderably from the reputation acquired by this celebrated
ine. The motives of the large crowds that, to the great
^efit of the railway companies, though thousands come afoot,
w foregather there, is doubtless mixed, and it is happily not
r
business to analyse them. On July 26th, the feast-day
the saint, there are great doings in the village, in which
irists from every part of North America take a hand. On
:h occasions the pious and the impious, the devout and the
>ffers; the simple superstitious peasant and the people who
ard him as they would a grandfather's clock or. a Dutch tile,
mix together in a surging crowd. Of course there was an
linal church of St. Anne. It was built in 1658, but for
ety's sake was demolished and rebuilt out of the same
iterial not long ago, and now stands near the imposing struce which contains the relic of the saint that works such
ndrous cures. All around St. Anne, too, is a pleasant country,
bright, dancing streams plunging out of the always neighuring Laurentians; of hay-fields, orchards, pastures and homeads, occupied for generations by the same unambitious but
1 ten ted owners, and wearing the look which all French Canada
ars, of harbouring a people who belong to the soil, and whose
>ughts are not coquetting with some old-world past or some
w-world future. Strenuous Canada—British Canada, that is
lay—complains that the French assume to themselves alone,
ordinary speech, the name of Canadians, which is true, nor
ild you perhaps expect such a people to reconsider these
cient terms after so long a monopoly of them. The vision of
- Anglo-Canadian soars over forests, mountains and prairies.
is patriotism has kept pace with federation. The village
urch is nothing to him, or very rarely so, while the soil or the
iter power of British Columbia is very much the same as the
il or water power of Ontario, if it serve his purpose better.
>cal attachment is not wholly wanting in the man of Ontario}
t it bears no comparison to the point of view of the Frenchliadian, who is individually as much cut off from his
rropean antecedents as if he were a Chinaman. To the most
iterate Anglo-Canadian the " old country " of his grandfather
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whence he sprang are tangible facts. The habitant, in t]
sense, has no " old country." Artificial, but ineffectual methc
are resorted to by faddists or politicians to persuade him tl
he has an interest in the doings of modern Paris and mode
France. But only think of it! Recall for a moment his lo
isolated past. Consider when and how and by whom Fren
Canada was settled, and how old France treated her. Rememt
the early crystallisation of the first batches of emigrants a
the absence of any serious influx after the seventeenth centur
then the conquest of the country by England, and finally t
French Revolution! There is absolutely no parallel bet we
the links which bind the most representative classes in Onta:
to Great Britain and the utter lack of connection betwe
French Canada and France. When an unadaptable type
Englishman arrives in Canada his attitude is often the subje
of local jest, but on those rare occasions when a native of c
France, and particularly a native of Paris, descends upon t
rural districts of Quebec, the mutual criticism which is arous
far transcends, I believe, anything that is ever witnessed amo
Anglo-Saxons of similar situation.

To describe with any attempt at detail a province which
about the size of England and France combined, is manifest
out of the question in three chapters. Its rural life, howevi
has everywhere a sufficient uniformity for our purposes he]
So I would suggest that the reader accompany me on one
the Richelieu and Ontario Company's steamers for some nine
miles down the river to Murray Bay, this last being as go<
a point as the ordinary tourist could make for, who wish
to form acquaintance with some of the best accessible scene
and a typical rural community in the French province. An
thing, too, that one may have to say about Lower Canada
general, may just as well be said from such a vantage-point
upon the ramparts of Quebec.
The most striking aspect under which the old city can 1
viewed is from the river below, when its towers, spires ar
battlements are standing out high to heaven against the re
flush of a setting sun, and its less inspiring details are wrappe
in kindly shadow. But it is fair enough on a summer mornir
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you glide away from it towards the point of Orleans on the
:k of one of the comfortable steamers of the line that does most
the passenger traffic down the river. This last, too, is none the
rse for being of the floating hotel type, and during the night
1 have come down from Montreal, bringing its complement
passengers bound either for Quebec or one of the numerous
ivn-river summer resorts to which it plies. Rain and cold,
>ugh to be deplored on other grounds, offer no discomforts
these steamers. No shelter, however, can save the mortal
,n who is susceptible to the other and even worse kind of
comfort, though rough days in the summer months are in a
y great minority.
For twenty miles, for its entire length that is to say, the
amer hugs the shores of the fertile and long cultivated island
Orleans. Villages all aglow with bright-coloured houses,
posing churches and blooming woods fringe the water line.
L the swelling ridges behind are mile after mile of neat farms
i substantial farm-houses, almost all of which in one way or
Dther contrive some picturesque touch, and here and there
p suggest an old seigneurial manor-house. On the mainLd, to the south, similar villages and like churches follow at
[ular intervals, while on the green slopes which divide them,
i along the water line, the white houses of the habitants trace
;mselves in a continuous chain.
Passing the marshy levels of the lower point of Orleans,
; steamer draws under the northern shore of the river, and
some thirty miles the Laurentian Mountains, thickly clad
th spruce, birch and cedar, rise sheer out of the water to quite
posing altitudes, Mount Tourmente and Cape Gribaune
Lching some two thousand feet, and Les Eboulements further
considerably more than that. T h e y are rugged and imposing
ise lofty walls of limestone, to which the evergreens cling so
laciously as only to permit glimpses here and there of the
ked rock and to partly hide the thin cataracts that now and
ain come leaping down their face like threads of silver. T h e
t h e r shore, by now some dozen miles away, grows indistinct
the Isle aux Coudres, a fertile island some six miles in
lgth, shuts it out altogether for the moment. About a
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thousand people here work out their destinies, tenants of t
Laval University who own the island and all the mainland
the isle of Orleans; and common report declares them to
reactionary even above their fellows. Wolfe speaks in one
his despondent letters of occupying the island for the wint
should he unhappily fail to take Quebec.
At Baie St. Paul the frowning sea-wall gapes wide open a
makes room for a sheltered bay, giving at the same time
glimpse of a considerable town and rolling uplands well cover
with homesteads spreading away behind it to a background
dim blue mountains. Another five-and-twenty miles of be
and lofty coast line, broken only by a couple of villages, or
snug coves, with a white glimmer of pebbly beach shini
between the blue of the water and the black shade of cede
and spruces, and Malbaie, so called by Champiain, and nc
commonly known as Murray Bay, opens wide to view.
Quite a generous gap is this in the stern, lofty coast line
couple of miles perhaps from cape to cape ; and over the six-m
sweep of the bay, both by the shore and on the slopes behind
stand summer cottages of every degree, from the two-room
shanty to the imposing mansion of the rich American. In t
centre of the bay, where the Murray river, clear and strenuoi
comes rushing down into shallow flats, stands the French villa|
and away back into the country for miles the homesteads
the habitants cover the lower hills. Behind this quaint ai
ancient civilisation lies range upon range of the Laurenti
Mountains, an infinity of glorious back country, a network
trout-haunted lakes and streams and untrodden forests, whe
the bear and cariboo are as numerous as these noble anirm
can reasonably be expected to be out of story-books. But t
human aspect of Murray Bay would be perhaps more to t
point here than the trout and game, as it includes the habita
in his pristine state as well as the Anglo-Canadian of the oth
extreme on his holiday.
Now Murray Bay is not a bathing place to any appreciab
extent, for the water is too cold. The summer climate, thou^
sometimes providing a few days as hot or a trifle hotter the
any we know in England, is on the whole cool, bracing, and

A SUMMER RESORT.

63

ies cloudy. The visitors are mostly Canadians and Americans
the well-to-do class, and they come here to lead an active
: and to be braced up after the heats of Toronto or New
rk. There are golf links which should some day be good,
I they are patronised by great numbers of both sexes, the
jrage of play being about the same as in a similar concourse
Britishers, brought promiscuously together on some green
ter than those where the crack golfers foregather. All these
Lawrence summer resorts fifteen or twenty years ago were
lost exclusively the haunts of Canadians of taste and distion, whose object was to throw off the trammels of the city
well as its labours, and enjoy life in various degrees of sim:ity. The recent American element has altered this a„good
il, and, being for the most part wealthier, has succeeded in
ting the fashion, and giving a more elaborate tone to social
I The residential quarter of Point-au-Pic runs along the
stern shore of Murray Bay, and climbs the slopes which trend
tdually upward to lofty wooded steeps that shut out the
erior and sufficiently proclaim its broken nature. Summer
tages of neat and varied shapes, often enclosed within shady
ms, line the highway and the wooden side-walks. Scattered
Dut on the slopes above, are the larger and more elaborate
idences of people who make the place their regular holiday
irters, and of these a majority are Americans. For the
»st part these houses are of wood, and are designed in that
Dpy blend of elegance and simplicity for which the work of
: modern American architect is conspicuous, deep verandahs
ng naturally a prominent feature. The jerry-builder who
5 ruined the appearance of most places of resort upon the
itish coast, has no existence in such a spot as this. The
inest wooden cottage built by the most untutored native as
:ommercial investment, is at the worst unobjectionable in
an white paint and green shutters, while the more imposing
le of mansion is generally the freehold of the visitor, who
curally does his utmost to show his taste in exteriors, as well
to make himself comfortable within doors. A liberal use of
al wood in the matter of walls and ceilings gives the interior
ihese delectable summer abodes a suggestion of the surrounding
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atmosphere. A n acre or two of ground, usually sloping, gh
scope for enterprise in tree-planting and landscape gardenii
while the views from window or balcony over the waters
the bay, the bold upstanding promontories that guard it, t
distant hills and villages of the southern shore, the gr<
steamers ploughing their way to Liverpool or Quebec are who
satisfying. Social life naturally flourishes where a permane
summer colony exists, and provides a focus of attraction to 1
transient visitors of like degree, while two large hotels conl
bute their quota to the exotic population of pleasure and hea
seekers. American fads and fashions so prevail in these Lov
Canadian watering-places, that to linger in them would alrro
seem outside our business here. Still, the Canadians, thou
somewhat begrudging the vanishing simplicity of their <
haunts, fall for the most part into line.

When Americans get hold of a pose they drive it hard,
the present time men and women under fifty, when ruralisii
put away their hats and caps for six days in the week, and i
only walk the streets and hills bareheaded but scour the couni
on horseback or in caleches in the same extremely unbecomi
fashion.
For no one, I presume, maintains that the human he;
when bare to the winds of heaven and resembling a last, yes
bird's nest, is a thing of beauty ; and when surmounting a male
female figure attired by a New York artist looks ridiculou
incongruous as well as deplorably untidy.
All sorts of make-believes by way of explanation are tendei
by the followers of what is, of course, only a transient f;
I have been assured that it makes the hair strong. I do
know whether this is seriously meant, but it must certaii
make it very dirty. In any case, the spectacle of a couple
otherwise well-groomed matrons, driving hatless along a lon<
dusty country road with grey locks flying in the wind, is not
edifying one, and I have seen it frequently. I wonder wl
Pierre thinks of such an apparition as he rakes up his Timot
on the other side of the fence ?
Riding has become fashionable of late in American soc
circles. The Weedy but hardy French-Canadian horses are
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at demand, and squads of gilded youths in tennis shirts, wild
ds of hair and knickerbocker breeches, raise the dust in
ipany with equestrians of the fairer sex who might have
Dped straight from their chair at breakfast on to their saddles.
*se are not the artless sons and daughters of the prairie, but
y much the opposite. Nor has it anything to do with climate,
ch at Murray Bay is much the same as the South of England
summer and early autumn. The whole thing is a pose, and
. no doubt in time be reversed with equal exaggeration,
id riding will doubtless cease to be the thing, stove-pipe
s will be worn on the golf links, and blue veils on the sideks. The old-time Scottish golfer who has a proper horror of
ket blazers or shirt sleeves on the links, would almost faint at
contempt with which these unwritten traditions are treated by
American disciple, who steps up to the tee coatless and cap\ and with his sleeves rolled up to the shoulders, as if about
mgage in a boxing contest or a lawn tennis competition.
1 propos of the hatless ladies, I have been told that it is a
tter of ambition to return to the haunts of fashion in the
stern States burned to a brick red, and that even freckles are
the time being regarded as anything but a blemish. These
lgs may seem frivolous in the narration, but then, the Americans
a feature of Canadian holiday life, even as they are becoming
)ower in Canada. Having fired these innocuous shafts, I
st correct any false impressions therein conveyed and hasten
say that there is a great deal of charming society in the
amer season at all these places. Americans of a good stamp
I many of the nicest people from Quebec, Montreal and
ronto foregather there. Stars and stripes and the Union
:k flutter alternately from lawns and housetops. Canadians
1 Americans support the same churches, sing in the same
>irs, play together on the links, join in the same picnics.
e French-Canadian as a visitor is much less in evidence,
tainly the French-Canadian of this class. The curious
avage between the races is maintained even in vacation
ie; and they seem to haunt, if not always different places,
tainly different quarters in the same place. There has been
Considerable amount of sore feeling engendered in various
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r^aces of late years by the raising of tricolour flags in a
spicuous spots at inopportune moments. Even with a reasona
allowance for racial sympathies, it is not easy, with the reme
brance of the past attitude of Great Britain towards the Fren
Canadians, to do otherwise than resent this kind of thing. I
possible to imagine the flying of the tricolour as a perfec
harmless bit of domestic decoration, though the flag itself is
'course, ludicrous as an emblem, seeing that it represents eve
thing that the French-Canadian is not; but if " flaunted " it
more than ludicrous, it is poor and petty, and might well nic
the philosopher wonder if conciliation and kindness were wo
while in the case of a victorious nation. On the other hane
have seen a waggon load of French school-children helping
celebrate some local jubilee by waving of a forest of miniat
Union Jacks.
Now Murray Bay, as regards the old village and neighbo
hood, has an exceedingly picturesque history. At the annexat
of Canada to the British Empire, it was a scantily popula
seigneury, which, through the departure or death of its forr
lord, had fallen into the gift of the British crown. No m
property after this date was granted under the feudal system, £
those of Mallbaie, with the exception of Gaspe, were the o:
seigneuries that ever escheated to the King of England. Tl
were granted in this case by General Murray, then in commc
at Quebec, to two Highland officers of the garrison, Lieuten:
Nairn and Major Fraser. The former had the west bank of
Murray River, the latter the east; each seigneury being
some three leagues frontage, and seven in depth. A mai
house was built upon either side of the little harbour in 17
or thereabouts, and direct descendants in the one case, a
in the other representatives by inheritance of these Scott
seigneurs dwell there to this day and own what the chan£
laws have left of the ancient domains.1 The buildings have be
added to or rebuilt in both instances, but the sites are the sar
and the big trees remain to preserve some dignity and sign
cance to these relics of transatlantic feudalism. But the curie
part of the story remains to be told.
* Qne of them has recently be§n sold.
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fow there was but a scanty French population living in those
s on the Murray River, and when Nairn and Fraser, like
ly other officers, left the service in the prospect of a long
:e and entered into this novel kind of inheritance, many of
r men went with them and were very readily allotted lands
he broad and thinly settled domains of their old chiefs. So
e trusty sergeants and corporals, all bachelors probably and
tchmen, settled down among the French habitants in this
ote valley and of course lost no time in taking unto themselves
JS from among them. Their children, certainly their grandiren, as was inevitable, lost both their language and their
d (though some of the Highlanders may have been Catholics)
became French-Canadians in both, and indeed all, respects,
day, for instance, the Warrens are the leading and most
terous family in trade and agriculture in the valley, together
L Blackburns, McNicholls, McLeans and others, all of them
)lutely French and completely merged with their French
hbours. The chief notaire of Murray Bay, who also
esents the district in the Lower House at Ottawa, kindly
ved me the old maps of the two seigneuries, with the
inal surveys, regarding which the reader may be reminded
an elementary feature in all French-Canadian land»e are the long narrow fields and holdings. The French
em of survey measurement and land allotment was fundatally different from the British of the States and Upper
ada. The latter went in, speaking broadly, for squares, with
l-houses convenient to the fields, but in consequence isolated
1 one another. The French divided up the country after the
ion of town lots, with a narrow frontage on main road or
r and a correspondingly narrow strip of great length in the
, a plan conducive to sociability but inconvenient for field
ur. The arpent, the pre-revolutionary unit measurement of
ich land remains so in Canada to this day. It is oblong,
L a narrow front of about sixty yards. The original holding
usually three arpents front, or about a hundred and eighty
Is (to use approximate figures), and of sufficient depth to make
trm of about a hundred and sixty acres, frequently, how", divided longitudinally. These strips, along road or river,
F 2

I

68 CANADA IN T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURY.

usually ran back into the original forest, which receded
the owner's industry further and further from the house,
fire and fence wood, as well as the most recently opened g
field, entailed quite a lengthy expedition. When in cours
time these front lots were occupied a line was run and a f
road opened at the back of them, and fresh surveys made,
many parts of French Canada the farming lands lie in nai
valleys or troughs, with very little space in which to exp;
being shut in by hills or mountains, unprofitable to the fan
The difficulty here has not been settled by emigration as w<
have been the case among Anglo-Canadians, but rather by
division, which, running still on the frontage and longituc
system of the French gives a country road somewhat
appearance of an endless village street with attenuated strir.
farming lands vanishing into the distance on each side c
There is much to be said for the system as opposed to
loneliness which has often been a real horror to the pion
in the newer Anglo-Canadian settlements.
The seigneurial system which flourished, or rather languish
in its pristine incongruity till that date, was abolished in ]
by law, with equitable compensation. I have looked thrc
old books containing all the seigneuries into which Fre
Canada was divided about the year 1800, and every partic
connected with them. The complications were manifold,
the Canadian seigneurs had always been a very mixed ar
very uneven body of men as regards origin and means
personnel. Only a few of them in the first half of the ninete<
century survived in the character their name would imply. S
of these were high-bred gentlemen of ample means, leader
Quebec or Montreal society (for there never was any real cou
society in the province); some of them were country law)
millers or shopkeepers; others peasants or mechanics.
Lambert, who lived for some time in Lower Canada and is
of the most observant authorities for the opening years of
nineteenth century, says :—" The Noblesse and Seigneurs 1
almost dwindled into the common mass of the vulgar;
their estates and seigneuries have been divided among t
children or have fallen into the hands of opulent Bri
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srchants." The seigneury was a complicated organisation,
baven forbid that I should enlarge here on the mysteries
franc-alleu and censive, of propres and lods et ventes, but
ighly speaking the seigneur had his mill where his tenants
)und their grain at a toll of one-fourteenth ; his unoccupied
id that he could do what he liked with, clear and farm it,
leave it in forest; and his rented land, held by tenants on
ure tenure subject to a very small rent in kind or cash and
fines on sale and other occasions familiar in feudal and
norial custom. When the British Government abolished
at had become a tiresome and somewhat farcical situation,
\ tenants of seigneuries were allowed to commute their rents
a lump sum. As a direct illustration on values, it may be
ted that an average eighty-acre farm on the Murray Bay
jneuries, which it must be remembered, however, were of
te second-rate value, for reasons of remoteness, was commuted
twenty-five dollars, or five pounds. Some of the farmers,
vever, did not think it worth while to become freeholders
:n at this trifling expenditure, and preferred to continue
ring a dollar a year for their whole farms to the seigneur,
:ribute which the agent tells me is by no means easy
gather in ; and the difficulty certainly does not arise from
rerty.
rhe old village of Murray Bay, so furbished up with American
I Canadian dollars, stands at the spot where the clear and
bulent waters of the Murray break out on to shallow flats,
ered and exposed every turn of the clock by the tides of the
Lawrence. An imposing church of wood, painted white,
h a lofty spire and vast roof of red shingles, stands open to
passer-by, who will find within the pictures, carving, gilding,
dies and statuary that everywhere speak so eloquently of the
lisputed sway of the Roman Church over its flock in this
ner of the earth. A single street by the riverside represents
village, its stores, offices, and residences, picturesque enough
their varied colours, their gables, angles and galleries, and
tling maple leaves, and the air of animated leisure worn by
inhabitants, who regard the Anglo-Saxon tpurists whisking
Dugh from the gay quarters towards Point-au-Pic with an
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unfathomable expression! Over the chemist's door the pest
and mortar still hangs as a sign, while the tailor's shop
marked by a pair of black scissors painted on a yellow boat
The English language is a sore trial to some even of the not
bilities of the little town, while the populace in general mak
no pretence whatever to its mysteries. A French-Canadii
judge told me a good story of a habitant neighbour of his, wl
with difficulty, and spurred on only by necessity, had achiev
a sufficient measure of English for some particular purpose,
laborious study of the English newspapers of Quebec form
part of his curriculum, and at this particular moment they we
much exercised on the "Dual language" question in official li
One day the habitant came to the judge in evident perturbati
of mind, and wanted to know what this thing meant. " I ha
no objection to English," he said, " and can get along with
pretty well now, but as for this Dual language, I'll have nothi
to do with it whatever." The poor man thought he scent
another alien tongue to be grappled with in the near future.
The Canadian peasantry have the same admiration for stoi
ness in the fair sex as the Parisian bourgeoisie. A middle-ag
American lady of deserved popularity and comfortable pi
portions, but no pretensions to distinction of face or form, w
surprised one day and, as she frankly admitted, not a lit
flattered to hear on good authority that a conspicuous nati
had declared that she and Mrs. A
were the two handsonn
women in
. Now Mrs. A
weighs tv/o hundred poun
but my American acquaintance, who tells the story with mu
gusto against herself, unfortunately followed the matter up
the expectation of further compliments ; but was disgust
to find it was wholly a question of avoirdupois with 1
unknown admirer.
Across the river mouth, which is here spanned by a suspensi
bridge, the hills along whose base the coast road continues
run are clad with the beautiful foliage which surrounds t
seigneurial buildings of Cap a l'Aigle. The village of that nai
three miles further on at the point of the bay is a repetition
a more modest scale of the Murray Bay, or rather Point-au-F
settlement. It is less fashionable, and therefore, as some clai
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)re enjoyable, and commands still bolder views of the
rthern shore, being perched so high up on the hill slopes,
is patronised more exclusively by Canadians, and the British
g flutters practically unchallenged from the roof of every
nmer cottage and abiding-place. It will have been gathered,
rhaps, that flags are much in evidence across the Atlantic,
d this probably arises from the close neighbourhood of two
al if friendly peoples, and is an excellent habit. With such
abundance of outdoor, al fresco life as the American climate
rmits, to the educated classes on both sides of the line in their
iimer vacations vocal music is a conspicuous item, and
tional anthems become continually a patriotic obligation. It
needless to relate that these are sung with the utmost
partiality. There is even an adapted stanza of" God Save
i King" in request on festive occasions, which expresses in
table and glowing terms a pious wish for the unity and
mdship of the two great English-speaking peoples. Evening
ter picnics, with a return by moonlight, to distant coves on the
Dres of the St. Lawrence are a delightful form of entertainment,
gaged in by the older and more knowing habitues of this coast.
1 these occasions immense bonfires are contrived from the
undant driftwood that is washed ashore. Ample supplies of
od things are spread upon the narrow beach that lies between
i moonlit water and the gloomy forests of cedar, spruce and
ch that rise up like a wall in the background for a thousand
I or so. The lights of villages on the far shore of the great
er fifteen miles away, twinkle from point to point—Kamouraska,
. Andre, Riviere du Loup. And when the great bonfire is lit
d flares out on river and forest, and on the rows of canoes
on the shiny beach, there is sure to be someone with a great
Dertoire of French-Canadian songs, and several more who,
ving spent half of the summers of their lives in these parts,
1 support a leader in the local ballad music with both
:uracy and enthusiasm. Then comes the row or paddle home
neath the stars and under the shadow of the towering coast,
ch, more or less, with many other varieties of enjoyment, is
liday life on the St. Lawrence in half a score of pleasant
ices sprinkled up and down its shores.
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All this may seem to have little to do with the people
Lower Canada, which is true. But then the province of Quet
is playing such an important part as the playground
Canadians from all sections, and the business it does in ent<
taining them, and still more Americans, is quite one of
greater industries. Its. salmon rivers fetch rents equalling the
of Norway or Scotland, though perhaps better salmon fishi
can be had both here and in the maritime provinces from h o t
or their equivalents than could be got by the casual angler
the older countries. Vast tracts of virgin forest full of streai
and lakes teeming with trout in the great back country
the north of the St. Lawrence are leased by Canadian a
American sporting clubs, who build lodges in them of varic
shades of capacity and comfort—sometimes accessible on whei
over backwood roads, sometimes only by trails through t
woods, over which every necessary has to be carried for gre
distances on the backs of men or ponies. It is difficult to gra
the enormous extent of trout-holding waters that exists
Northern Quebec. An acquaintance who knows as much
this country from this point of view, probably, as any amate
in Canada, assures me that there are numberless lakes in 3
own club tract not only unfished as yet by mortal man, t
that there are many unmarked on any map, and some that ha
not even been seen. I am not now alluding to the Huds
Bay or the North Pole, but to districts reasonably accessible
sportsmen, and indeed already appropriated by them so far
appropriation can apply in these immense wilds of mounts
and forest. Nor is it only salmon and trout of every size a:
variety that are the objects of the sportsman in these regio]
but moose, bear and deer are found in moderate abundan
throughout the whole country. Of the former, only two in
season may be killed by any single sportsman. There is,
course, some duck-shooting everywhere, but its quality does n
bear comparison with that of Ontario, and still less with th
of the far West of Canada. Winged game in the Canadi;
forests is not a serious item. T h e so-called partridge, or ruff
grouse, takes to trees for one thing, and for another is nowhe
thick enough to afford really good shooting, and there is virtual
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thing else but a few woodcock in their season in certain
)ts.
But, with the reader's permission, we will take a caleche in
[cy, leave the coast line with its exotic population, and face
* of the rough and steep country roads that lead up the valley
the Murray River, and traverse the farming lands that spread
md for ten or fifteen miles from the St. Lawrence.
Lt is a typical French-Canadian scene ; the clear, mountain*n river sweeping from one side of the valley to the other,
tting in rapids, or swirling in deep brown pools between great
I of shingle and overhanging banks clad with alder, willow
1 spruce. It might be the Usk or the Dee, but for the stray
r logs or strips of bark that here and there go round in the
lies, and tell the inevitable Canadian tale of lumbering and
/mills somewhere. In the flat of the valley and up either
pe stretch the long parallels of the habitants' farms. " Long
ds of barley and of rye " very literally meet the sight here,
ugh they do not, as in the poet's Lincolnshire, " clothe the
Id and meet the sky," for the near distance is intercepted by
Dded hills, in which these long parallelograms lose themselves.
e homesteads front the road, in near and sociable proximity ;
y vary slightly in type, but the picturesque storey and a half*
h far projecting eaves, and dormer windows in the roof, is the
vailing one. Then there is a kind of mushroom roof, indeibable and unlike any other known to man. The colouring
is towards white paint or whitewash, with doors and windows
iked out in brighter hues ; but there is a happy mixture of
er tints, pink as in Normandy and Wales being popular,
ile some affect blue or saffron, or even here and there a light
de of green. I have seen a white house with green roof and
chimneys, also a green-coloured house with red doors and
wn roof. The latter is of cedar shingles, is often painted,
I of a dark red for choice. Annual creepers twine about the
andahs. Little gardens of mixed vegetables, fruit and flowers,
w much luxuriance and bright colouring in August, while the
ill patch of tobacco which every habitant raises for his own
[sumption is just ripening into what they call in Virginia the
•ugh leaf." A rank production is this il Catholic tobacco," as
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the English lumbermen of the Ottawa call it. Nothing, I imagi]
but a hardy constitution, combined with French thrift, woi
venture overmuch on it. Grass after all is the main crop betwe
the post and rail or snake fences that enclose these long fiel
and excellent milk and butter it produces. Sometimes a ho
mower will be clicking through the clover and timothy, thou
more often in these belated regions, the men of the househ(
will be bending their backs to the old-fashioned scythe, and 1
women will be out in the meadow tying the hay into the sm
bundles in which the French-Canadian handles it, both in 1
field and in the market.
I do not know whether the average barn or the outdoor baki
ovens of the habitant is the more picturesque, but there is c
tainly nothing to compare with either of them from this po
of view in all North America. T h e barn is of logs, which sour
commonplace, but it is long and low, and possessed of mu
detail suggestive of the middle ages, and is, moreover, thatch
with reeds which have much the appearance of straw. T
oven, often erected on the opposite side of the road fre
the house, is an entirely uncanny-looking contrivance, a
resembles some slumbering mammoth of stone that has crawl
for shelter into an open shed in past ages and petrified the
T h e country is virtually open and clear of timber to the fo
and sometimes nearly to the summit, of the hills, where the pi
forest begins its interminable sway, clothing every successi
ridge with a garment of perennial green, and fading only ir
grays and blues where loftier and remoter mountains cut t
bright blue of the Canadian sky. T h e foreground, however, h
all the look, and indeed has mostly the habit, of quite an c
civilisation.
It is the peaceful meadows, shorn this ma
generations of the crudeness of early settlement; the quai
little homesteads, where self-respecting neatness goes hand
hand with primitive notions ; the fixed habits of the people w
dwell in them, that gives the mysterious mountain wilderne
behind the greater significance.
T h e roads are tolerable in dry weather, but after rain a
sticky, and the pitches are frightfully steep. As in Engli
Canada, no farmer rides on horseback. T h e habitant and I
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fe will be freely encountered in caleche or buggy, coming
vnwards, while the draught work on farm or road is done
oily in small two-wheeled carts. In August, rows of these
iveyances loaded with "blueberries" packed in boxes,
ven by their small, wiry, darked-haired owners in straw
ts and flannel shirts, will be met coming in from remote
in try districts to the watering places. Politeness is in the
bitant's blood, and the manner in which he often accompanies
"bon jour" by raising his hat to the stranger, might well
:e away the breath of the American or Upper Canadian
;ustomed to the off-hand manner of the Western highway,
ong by the roadside fences wild flowers blaze at this lush
ison of the year. Golden rods, everlastings, blue asters,
-eyed daisies, and hawberries riot amid the more sombre
es of the bracken, the cedar saplings and the spruce, while
i red berries of the mountain ash swing overhead. The glint
water, too, fresh and sparkling, is in every dip of the road as
ne tributary stream of mountain birth goes burrowing its
y through meadowy courses, fringed with alder and willow,
vards the Murray. Here, too, you may yet see men and
>men reaping grain with the old-fashioned hooks. Nay,
>re than this, I have seen a pedlar staggering from house
house beneath a load of spinning-wheels, and, indeed, the
mespun cloth of the habitants finds quite a market among
I visitors to the coast. And here, perhaps, a few miles back
>m the shore, is the most artless provincialism to be found
North America. I do not know precisely where the habitant
iled from who is said to have received the news that His
ijesty had succeeded to the throne of Britain with the retort,
Won Dieu, he must have a big pull with Laurier," but whether
le or not it is eminently typical.
The quality of land varies in all this north shore country,
ing mainly of the second and third rate order, and not equal,
a general thing, to that of the south shore or of the Upper
. Lawrence valley. It is mainly grass, as before mentioned,
lich, with the bright tinted homesteads and the surrounding
Duntains, gives an almost Welsh-like touch to the atmosphere,
will be of no direct interest to English readers to learn that
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these farms are worth from twenty to forty dollars an acre,
though English emigrants of means do all sorts of strange thir
they have never been foolish enough to settle in the heart of 1
French country. It will be of more interest, however, to th<
curious about the economic conditions of Canada, to learn tl
estates are mortgaged with extreme frequency, the holder bei
very often a thriftier neighbour of the mortgagor. It would 1
be fair, perhaps, to take particular neighbourhoods as samples
all, but it would be less invidious here than in most countri
T h e French-Canadians as a whole are indifferent farmers. 1
stock in the fields are too often of the scrub variety, thou
cattle and sheep in these parts are not very numerous at all, 1
long hard winters hitting the small owner with merciless force
he be short of keep. T h e habitant is very far from lazy. I n d e
he is quite a reasonably industrious person; but he works after
own fashion, and does not set manual labour on a pedestal a
make a fetish of it, and account every moment of leisure a s
such as has been in the past so characteristic of Ontario's ru
development, both to its gain and loss. From April to Octob
so long, that is to say, as the season allows him, he works up
his farm early and late, though not so quickly nor so inte
gently as the Ontario Scotchman. But in the winter the sever
of the weather makes outdoor farm work impossible. H e 1
comparatively little stock in the yards to attend to, nor does
leave home and hunt for outside work in the lumber camps w
his team, nor, again, take contracts for cord wood so often as
English neighbour. There are thousands of French-Canadic
in the lumber trade, and thousands more seek regular empk
ment in New England mills and factories, but the particu
Pierre or Jean who owns the paternal farm, so long as he stz
in it, regards the winter as a season of rest and merry-makh
No people in North America probably enjoy life so much
the French-Canadians. For one thing, they are contented w
what they have, a grievous failing, of course, in the eyes of t
normal American, and their assets do not include much edu«
tion. It is said they keep their houses too hot in winter, w:
their small rooms and big stoves, and absolute indifference
ventilation.
Upper Canadians who go there in the spri
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\ me that the children look pale and peeky on this account
er the winter, while small-pox, though generally of a mild
)e, is extremely common. T h e y read practically nothing,
t sing and dance through the long winter evenings, and the
bitant repertoire, though not very exhaustive, and experts say
t very good music, never wearies the snow-bound villager.
,a claire fontaine " still holds its own, and even " Malbrouck
va t'en guerre," brought over doubtless by Louis XV.'s
diers, may be heard in the hayfields by the Murray or the
bhelieu.
r h e parish church is almost as large and as decorative in
:se back districts as in the towns along the St. Lawrence.
> matter how poor the land or how remote the markets,
>vided there are souls to be looked after, an imposing
fice, with gilded spire and vast roof, neatly painted walls and
icious interior replete with pictures and oak carvings, will
nd conspicuous and significant.
T h e clergy have their
i m e " or tithe, whose collection is legalised by Government,
t in a country where virtually the whole rural population are
lent Roman Catholics, there are means of collecting recognised
5s, it need hardly be said, almost as efficient as the sheriff
aself. T h e dime was in quite early days reduced to the
mty-sixth part of the grain. T h e peasants naturally sought
uge from this in hay crops, but the Church countered the
>ve by getting the t a x extended not only to hay but to live
ck. T h e dime, however, is liable to voluntary compromise
i modifications between a priest and his flock where the
iditions are such that it does not work well, and there are, of
irse, the numerous dues which go to the maintenance of the
rgy, besides the funded wealth of the Church.
Moreover,
ire is a church t a x of two dollars on all grown males who
ve no tithable property. It is a common saying among
lglo-Canadians that half the farms in Lower Canada have
| § mortgaged to build the churches. This is, of course, the
perbolic interpretation of a plain fact. I t will be enough to
,te here that there has been a considerable amount of money
sed for Church purposes by loans of this kind, and the drain
on the resources of the people generally has been, and is,
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unquestionable. The Protestant often attributes the unente
prising condition of Lower Canada to this factor. But this is
favourite axiom of sturdy Protestants everywhere. It is not o
business if the French-Canadian regards his Church and his so
worth spending an eighth, or ninth, or a fifteenth of his incon
upon. Nor can we draw distinctions between the so-calh
exactions of the Church and the voluntary gifts of the peasanti
Most people of enlightened views, and qualified by some sort
knowledge of the world, whether Anglo-Canadians, America
or Britons, admit that a Roman Catholic peasantry lives und
conditions not admirable from a Chicago point of view.
French Canada, the dominion of the Church, though ve
pronounced, seems fairly free from objectionable traits. 1
there is no real poverty, an abundance of the primitive nece
sities of life and extremely good wages for all surplus labour
the States or in the lumber camps of Canada, the habitant rm
or may not find it difficult sometimes to pay his Church due
but his religion, its forms at any rate, like that of his antithes
the Welsh Calvinist, is part of his life, though regarded wi
less enthusiasm. It is mainly the half-educated Protestant the
in his ignorance and lack of imagination, lavishes sympathy upe
him, just as he very often thinks it waste of time to paint his ov
house. Any way, the French-Canadian clergy bear an extreme
good character. Like their contemporaries in Ireland, they con
almost wholly of peasant stock, though by the same token the
are some districts in French Canada whose farmers could n
fairly be described under such a designation. They are bett
educated, I fancy, than the Irish ; and, moreover, they lead the
people as the Irish priests once did, and are not poisoned <
embarrassed by an atmosphere of bitter party strife, at least n<
to the same degree, for they have the whole field to themselye
They have, of course, their prejudices and their bigotries,
heard some French priests one day on a river steamboat expres
ing a unanimous opinion that the present religious troubles i
France were due to the machinations of the Freemasons. A coup:
of young priests who had just returned from a four years' stud
in Paris told me they thanked God their lot was cast in Canad
and not in France, and well they may. Whether they alwa)
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I their flocks with a due regard to the loyal sympathy that
kt Britain's treatment of them has a right to expect belongs
lie very wide question of the attitude of French-Canadians
Irally in these matters. And what little I feel qualified to
iabout so complicated a question I must reserve for another
jpter.

So

CHAPTER

)

IV.

T H E present possessors, whether by virtue of inheritance;
purchase, of the remnant of the old seigneuries still own in mi
cases the unsettled and wild lands on the estate. Sporj
lessees of Government forests often run into the back district
a seigneury and take a lease of them from the proprietor.
Church, again, owns something like a third of the accessible Ij
in the province, an approximate estimate which will give
reader some notion of its wealth. Yet when a new churcl
contemplated it is the habitant who is resorted to for the gre;
part of the money. A plebiscite of the parish or distric
taken, and if a majority decides on the undertaking, the ;
have to conform, look cheerful, and pay up. T h e contribute
though equitably assessed, must be a serious drain, and
only way to avoid them is to turn Protestant, a method
escape which, to the credit doubtless of the people, is ra
resorted to. A notable instance, however, occurred not 1
ago of a seigneur voting in the minority on an occasion of
kind. But as he stood in the position, very rare nowaday*
owning all, or nearly all, the territory which the proposed e l l
was to serve, it fell to him to find most of the money. Pert
if a change of creed on such account could ever be justifies
was in this case. A t any rate, the gentleman in ques
changed his, became a Protestant, and left the clerics, i
nothing but the memory of their majority to console themse
with. There are a considerable number of Catholic Irish in
province, and their attitude towards the French has been allu
to in the last chapter. They do not readily fuse with them, j
for the most part have their own priests under the Yxi
bishop. And while speaking on the subject of the Irish Cathq
I was once told a most appalling tale of what befel an Onti
Irish bishop recently translated from the United States,
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ed to the ways of Scottish Highlanders as the breed goes in
.da. For it seems that his Right Reverence, taking a keen
sst in some coming election, sent a mandate to the priest of
note Highland Catholic community to use his pulpit and
Drity in the interest of the particular man or party, of whom
tmself approved. It was in vain that the backwoods vicar
isented the futility and worse of such a course with Scottish
olics, and finally refused point-blank to lend himself to the
prelate's mistaken methods. His lordship in high dudgeon
went down in person to berate the recalcitrant priest, and
elf to give the parish instructions as to their course of
g. The reception of that infatuated bishop by the clanswhen he refused to take their polite hints and began to
er makes altogether too painful a tale for telling in these
* pages. I used to think it likely that the highly intelligent
imer who gave it to me, though connected with the district,
insistent as to its veracity, might have been tempted to
e adornment of a really rich episode; but quite recently I
been assured by other good authorities that the tale t)f the
>p's rough handling was substantially correct, the fact of his
lg Fenian proclivities making it more readily credible,
le leading feature of French-Canadian life I have not yet
led upon, and that is the continuous movement of the
rfluous part of the population to the New England factories,
the families of this province are proverbially redundant. A
who frequently drove us last summer was the happy father
iventy-two children, but considered himself in no way a
Lrkable person. The admonitions of Louis XIV. to the
lists to increase and multiply have stayed with them
generation to generation, and, lest they should lose their
acter in this respect, a law has recently been enacted—a
r
al of an ancient one—granting a hundred acres to every
with twelve children. Being a sociable people they have
r been too fond of leaving the old settlements and going
^anently into the woods, out of touch with their friends and
ch, like the Englishmen, and this characteristic has, of
^e, been sedulously fostered by the priests. So subdivision
bone on to a certain extent. But subdivision has much
G
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shorter limits than in Old France, and the result is an imme
emigration to the lumber camps of Canada and the cities of IS
England. In the latter cases the French go together in swar
retain their own language and their own customs. One towi
New England, for instance, contains nine thousand of them, ou
a total population of twelve thousand. But these people do
bid a final adieu to their own country like Britishers or An^
Canadian emigrants to the States, nor do they usually becc
American citizens. Their hearts as a rule remain behind am<
the long pastures, the bright-hued villages, the tall-spired churc
of old Quebec. When they have a few months' pay in t]
pocket they are very apt to return and visit their friends ;
make merry for awhile, and when a substantial part of a few ye
pay has accumulated, they often return as permanent reside
Others go merely to make enough money to pay off a mortg
on the paternal acres. Sometimes a farmer thus involved
' his whole family will emigrate in a body for this laud<
purpose, shut up the house, rent the land to a neighbour,
work in the New England factories till enough is saved
return to the old life and a home free of debt. I have my
seen several farmhouses standing shut up and deserted on
account. For though hard living and thrifty in some ways,
habitant has a knack of slipping into debt, even if he has
resolution to go and work himself out of it.

As regards subdivision, I have some reason to know tl
has been much exaggeration in this respect on the pari
picturesque writers dealing with Lower Canada. Very HI
the French system of survey has been too much for a g
many passing travellers, the majority of the farms b(
scarcely ever less than one and a half arpents frontage. E
member of the family receives, or is supposed to receive, s<
share in the property. " I suppose your brother will have
share," said a friend of mine lately quartered for some moi
in the house of a prosperous habitant farmer not thirty rr
from Quebec, and alluding to a younger member who <
leaving home. Being answered very promptly in the a
mative, he presumed on his intimacy to ask the approxiri
amount. " W e l l , " said the stay-at-home brother, " h e wilj
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satisfied, I expect, with five dollars ! " And these people
though illiterate, in a big way, owning 300 acres. The
ant away from the immediate neighbourhood of cities
es incredibly little actual money. The attitude of the
^er brother above instanced may seem farcical to the
r, but I think it is fairly typical, for the habitant so
ives his life that a five-dollar bill has a value in his eyes
y disproportionate to his substance.
is love of home is surely an admirable trait ? Upper
dian patriotism is hearty enough and is growing stronger,
; is somewhat oblivious to localities, and is not hampered to
Loteworthy extent by a passion for its native valley or its
tral acres. It is a happy dispensation of Providence that
rench-Canadians should be in possession of the province of
ec. It is all very well to sniff at their lack of enterprise
;heir backward ways, but on the whole a country intended
ature for grass is kept reasonably prosperous and in fairly
order. With many notable exceptions, the soil is indift. If the British had settled Quebec in former days I
/ believe they would have deserted it for the west in such
>ers that its deterioration would be to-day a depressing
acle. An adventurous, practical, unsentimental Protestant
ie would have opened up nothing like so much land as
"rench have, from their very conservatism, but would have
:d west to richer soils, under the conditions prevailing
orth America; and furthermore the French have given a
ar to the character of the country as a field for the sportstraveller, and holiday-maker that is quite invaluable from
a point of view.
ie province may be roughly divided into three sections,
portion to the north of the river below Quebec; that south
e river and parallel to the United States boundary line ;
lastly, the region west of Quebec on both sides of the
, The first section loses itself to the north and east in a
wilderness of forest, water and mountain. The second is a
ively narrow strip, often broken and rugged, but reasonably
lous. The third section, i.e., the hundred and seventy miles
D between Quebec and Montreal, has also a vague, wild
G 2
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northland, but otherwise contains the finest farming lands
the most enlightened of the French-Canadian farmers. T
south of it, too, is the old English settlement of the Ea
townships before alluded to, and to be referred to again.
No one visiting the Lower St. Lawrence should omit a
up the Saguenay. T h e Richelieu Company's steamers ah
alluded to, which start daily from Montreal, and by way of Qi
call at various points on either side of the river, make
terminus at the head of the Saguenay. Leaving Montre
the evening, and picking up people all the way down,
ascend the gloomy current of this most remarkable of >
American rivers on the second night, to return on the folio
morning.
It is over a hundred miles from the mouth of the Sagueni
Lake St. John, whence it issues. For much of that disl
this mighty river, averaging about a mile in width, an
almost unknown depth, rolls between gloomy steeps and r.
pices of from eight hundred to two thousand feet in heighl
bleak and sterile to carry more than the scantiest vegeta
nor does any sign of humanity beneath them break the sol
that hovers over the face of these grim walls. No fish bi
occasional white porpoise breaks the surface of the ice
waters, whose depth at least equals the height of the <
hanging steeps, and even the sea-birds and wild-fowl see:
shun the joyless atmosphere of this appallingly sombre i
Not many craft ply up or down it, and the extreme of its grar
is achieved where Capes Eternity and Trinity lift a naked
cipice for some two thousand feet sheer out of the water,
scenery softens towards Chicoutimi, at the head of navige
from which a railway leads to Lake St. John, and thence
to Quebec, in another eight or ten hours. This makes a trian|
trip, which should be taken by travellers not pressed for
with a long break at L a k e St. John, for here is a veritable
in the wilderness of Northern Quebec. T h e lake itself is :
twenty miles in length and breadth, and around its shores
near them dwell a population of some forty thousand pe
mainly French, and including a large number of well-t
owners of good farms by the water's edge. In the lake i
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1 the streams and smaller lakes around, is not only any
it of good fishing, but some excellent hotels for those who
that style of life to camping, with its attendant troubles,
ions for the angler are here impossible. T h e field in
• Canada is illimitable, though distances are great, and
es for transportation frequently altering. Good salmon
I is mostly in the hands of lessees; but there is trouting
vhere in lake and stream, the farther back, of course, it
ie more numerous and unsophisticated the fish. Indeed,
:k of fastidiousness in the matter of flies and tackle, when
out are feeding at all, might be something of a drawn the eyes of some English anglers and detract from the
f the sport. Time, no doubt, will cure this, and only too
A t present, however, large baskets of brook trout are
with flies of a size and hue that would send a normally
tuted English or Welsh fish to the bottom for a week if
:aught so much as a glimpse of one.
well-known English fisherman, who has frequented the
> of Lower Canada for many years, gives it as his opinion
ae Canadian salmon requires precisely the same treatment
British equivalent, which is natural, as both fish are strangers
ilgrims in their respective rivers, and do not feed on flies
out, nor yet are accustomed to being flogged for. But the
iian trout is far more confiding. H e may refuse to feed
\ top at all for hours or days together, like all trout, but
in a mood would as soon have a large bright fly on seagut as the neat, delicate quill gnat or an olive dun dressed
gle hair, and is not over particular how it is placed before
In Lake St. John there is also a species of small land1 salmon which ascends the streams, the ouaniche, averagom two to four pounds in weight, the very gamest fish
wims, say all Canadian anglers. I n face of the enormous
not only in Lower Canada, but in the maritime provinces,
is equally prolific of salmon, trout, and sea-trout, from
the visiting angler may choose, he might do worse than
up his quarters at one or other of the hotels on Lake
hn, where he has not only good fishing close at hand, but
et outfits of canoes, guides, etc., for adventuring all kinds
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of waters amid this labyrinth of streams. Lake St. John
above noted, can be reached from Quebec in two hundred
twenty miles by a railroad running for the most part throuf
wild and romantic country, and touching other fishing stat
on its way. In the rich lands which surround the lake there
not only prosperous French-Canadian farmers established,
a colony of Finlanders have lately been introduced, and a res
of Montaignais Indians exists in the neighbourhood. I
the good fortune to spend a day in this country with
surveyor-general of the province, who knows the whole of
anterior wilderness intimately, having been again and agaii
the trail leading from Lake St. John to James Bay on Hue
Bay, a distance of four hundred miles as the crow flies.
railway before long will probably traverse this region,
tentative surveys have already been made by the provir
Government. My companion held very strong views indee*
the comparative mildness of the climate, which all through
remote northern forest-covered land is no more severe than
of Montreal, with an actually lighter snowfall. It is undula
rather than mountainous, and traversed only by Algon<
and Montaignais Indians from the reserves and missions in
hunting season. Chicoutimi, at the head of Saguenay nav
tion, and the only town in this enormous back country, is a 1
little lumbering place of three or four thousand souls, as we
a notable Church centre and seat of a bishopric. Above the i
mills and lumber yards, in curious contrast and strange isola
from the world, rises a cathedral and a bishop's palace, a 1;
convent, a seminary, and a sailor's hospital. This is a great re
too, of the clergy from all parts for meditation and study,
groups of the_black-frocked fraternity may nearly always be :
upon the steamers traversing the Saguenay. And here,
are one of those great pulp mills, which, thanks to Amer
enterprise, have so largely assisted of late years to swell the we
of Canada, and particularly of the Lower Province, which
not been so abundantly blessed by Nature as Ontario,
quite recently, the enormous amount of spruce timber cove
the more barren tracts of Canada was regarded as value
For lumbering, water communication is a necessity, in orde
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t the logs out of the woods, and lumbering has always been
of the big trades of Canada. Till the western prairies of
:nt years produced a trifling handful of very large stockters or wheat-growers, there were no cattle or wheat kings
Canada, but there have always been lumber kings. When
1 trees fit for " saw-logs," such as large pine, with certain
is of hard wood in certain places, were accounted of value,
nearer forests were quickly denuded of their cash-proing timber, or, in local parlance, "'picked over." Timber
!ts were usually rented from Government for this purpose
i and immense areas of country were rapidly denuded, not of
s, but of such trees as were of value at the time,
.umbering operations pressed further and further into the
k country, which, fortunately for the trade in Canada, is
ost everywhere a net-work of streams and lakes. As the
:e of timber fluctuated, so the great advancing wave, to use a
^h simile, would leap forward rapidly or stand almost still.
:he meantime, however, the Americans began to call for pulp
>d for paper-making, and the industry increased. Spruce
the timber in demand, and of this there is comparatively
e left to the south of the Canadian line. So the Yankees
arally began to import it from Canada, a process that the
ninion Government justly regarded as improvident from the
ladian point of view, and proceeded to check by legislation.
t American capitalists, joined in some cases by Canadians,
a commenced to set up mills on the British side of the line,
ch was, of course, a move in the desired direction. N o t only
the north shore of the St. Lawrence, both below and above
sbec, but in Ontario and British Columbia, these pulp mills,
resenting investments of millions of dollars, have been
iblished to utilise the almost inexhaustible amount of spruce
I balsam timber. Some of them not only manufacture the
p, but the paper itself, which is still better for the Canadians.
e American market is practically illimitable, for the pulp at
r
rate, even if an altered tariff at some future time should
nper the perfected article. Already one or two popular
ndon newspapers are supplied with paper direct from Canada.
is pulp and paper business, indeed, is one of the most
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satisfactory of the many lines of industry that have contribul
towards the quite startling development of Canada in the 1
few years, from the fact that it operates in regions that hi
few or no other sources of wealth. T h e staff of most of t h
big mills consists of Americans. T h e skilled paper-makers, t
are at present of the same nationality, and mainly, I believe, Iri;
Americans. T h e average American, even more than the avers
Briton, will, I feel convinced, read this last statement w
surprise. Most of us, 1 am sure, are under the impression tl
ward politics, with interludes of not too strenuous or fastidie
occupation, cheered by libations of rye whisky, filled the lig
footed hours of this class of American. T h e mass of the labo
though, is of course Canadian. A t the great mills at Gra
Mere, just behind " Three Rivers," midway between Quebec a
Montreal, three hundred horses and two thousand hands ;
permanently employed, the majority of them French-Canadiai
though, as in all lumbering communities, there is a stro
admixture of the British element, who follow a calling that
its various degrees is a skilled one. As in ordinary lumberii
they are divided into camps of forty or fifty men, who fell t
spruce and get the logs ready against the time when the strea:
and lakes are loosened from the grip of winter. This doi
they are all paid off, and for the most part " blow " their wa£
immediately in Three Rivers, Quebec, or Montreal. Temperar
has made enormous strides among other classes in Canada
the last twenty years, but the light-hearted shantyman r.
remained pretty conservative on this point. Fresh enga£
ments are then made, as the water work, the driving, and raftii
being a department of its own, requires a reshuffling of the for
A friend of mine, who held a responsible post in connect!
with the lumber camps of this company, which, by the way,
the largest of them all—speaks of quite interesting contra!
between the French of the Ottawa, the ordinary Lower Canadia
French, and those from the distant provinces of Nova Scol
and New Brunswick, the Acadians of famous memory,
short. These last are good men, but not readily un.dersto<
by their brethren of the old province, and the two dialec
seeing how far they throw back and the romance of the
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ctive isolations, should be an attractive study to the French
Dlogist. The French of the Ottawa, like their British
and neighbours on the same famous river and in the same
j are, perhaps, the most representative type of a people
2 calling extends over a line reaching from Halifax to
lipeg—say, roughly, some two thousand miles. All the
sssness, pugnacity, clannishness, blasphemous tendencies,
ude kindness of heart peculiar to the river driver finds its
complete expression in this almost central depot, if it may
1 called, of a wide, wandering breed. Their lives are a
romise between that of navvies and sailors, but have all
omance of the latter, being spent mainly in the wilderness,
"or many months at a time in battling with waters, which,
fh not great in the maritime sense, are formidable enough,
physical qualities appeal to them with a refreshing force,
1 the farmer and the tradesman, even of new countries, has
done with. Fighting remains a recognised part of life's
•amme, if not quite so frequent as in former days. The
yman must, at any rate, have the character of being ready
rough-and-tumble fight, and these encounters are not
I less savage than when I used myself to see something of
same people on their native element some thirty years
The Frenchman, however, fights in packs, as anyone
iar with the lumber camps will tell you ; or rather he may
alone, but he wants his people round him, not necessarily
distance, but for moral countenance, at any rate. It is only
icotch or English shantyman that gets into scrapes when
alone and puts his back against a wall.
the mouth of the Saguenay is Tadousac, occupied by the
ch even before the founding of Quebec as a trading post,
now a flourishing watering-place, backed by great sands and pine-trees and a hard country. It may fairly be
i the end of north shore civilisation. Several well-known
highly-rented salmon rivers join the St. Lawrence to the
of it, and there are trifling settlements with a pulp mill or
but Tadousac is the end of regular passenger navigation,
virtually the limit of Canadian habitation on that shore. To
outh of the St. Lawrence, civilisation, and a more developed
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one, extends much further east to where the extreme north
point of the Appalachian chain, which commences in Georgia, <
minates in the wild Highlands of Gasp6, and at Metis abruj
terminates the hundred and fifty miles of villages, farms, ;
churches which so pleasantly stud the green hill-slopes by
waterside. Nowhere is the old French life more crystalli
than in those districts tributary to the flourishing little to^
of Riviere de Loup, Kamarouska, Cacouna, and Rimouski.
Metis, however, there is an old Scotch Protestant settlemi
where English with a northern accent is still the prevailing ton£
Most of these watering-places are outlets of the lumbering t n
with stations on the Intercolonial Railway, behind which r
the long but not lofty chain known generally as the Nc
Dame Mountains ; and behind these, again, touching the bore
of Maine and Vermont, is the quite unique district of the East
Townships. Here, with Sherbrooke, a prosperous town of twe
thousand people, and Richmond, of smaller size, as its c
centres, lies a block of Ontario, as it were, in the heart of Fre
Canada. A fine rolling country of admirable grass land, wate
by pellucid streams and fringed and intersected by wandei
outlying spurs of the green mountains of Vermont.
Till the end of the eighteenth century, being neither a gj
river valley nor yet well situated, save in propinquity to t]
ancient enemies, the New Englanders, this country had b
left a wilderness by the French. T h e British Government
it surveyed on the section and township principle of Onts
just then being opened, and it was gradually occupied by Un
Empire Loyalists from the States and by other Britons from
old country.
It became, and has remained, a large Bri
settlement in the middle of the French province of Que
and known as the Eastern townships. Some of the fii
farms in Canada are even still to be seen there, though
glory of " T h e townships" has somewhat departed. A<
Ontario, numbers of Englishmen of good family and educa
settled there in olden times; churches, colleges, schools,
towns arose; the narrow but beautiful valley of the St. Fra
bloomed in timothy and clover meadows, while the forests vanis
from the rolling uplands and gave place to good crops of g
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nutritious pasture lands. Many American farmers in the
y nineteenth century, attracted by the country, drifted over
1 Maine and Vermont and became Canadians. T h e plainer
pie even now are somewhat more like eastern Americans in
x h and habit than those of O n t a r i o ; but, as already noted,
e was a large leven of educated English families, who formed
wo or three generations something approaching an aristocracy
iugh out the Townships. T h e district had, and still has, great
actions. T h e contour of the country is beautiful. T h e hills
often lofty, as those of Devonshire or the Welsh borderland,
clothed with hanging woods of ash and oak, of maple, birch
pruce, which make a rich setting for the green pasture lands
pleasant homesteads below. Long avenues of giant willows
graceful elms overshadow the valley roads, and as these
nount the higher ridges you may often look far away to
y mountains springing up here and there upon the east or
t horizon, or, again, to the southward, where, in the remoter
ance, the famous lake of Memphramagog lies in the shadow
he highest peaks in Lower Canada. A favourite region was
in the middle of the century, not merely for the normal
dred-acre farmer of the country, but even for the gentleman
ner, with his broader acres and pleasant country house, when
in was high and labour available and relatively low. A
lfortable and even ornate country for a life of out-door
are, with fine stretches of mountain, forest, lake and stream
lin easy reach for sporting purposes. But times have changed
pod deal, and the Eastern townships are nothing like so
tish as they were forty years ago. T h e young men have
Le west to richer lands, and into each vacated homestead a
mchman from the country beyond has stepped. It is an
:n secret that the ambition of the Catholic Church is to
aver by these effectual means this part of the French province
their race and creed and round off its homogeneity.
5o far as the farming lands are concerned this seems likely to
achieved ; but Sherbrooke is quite busy in the manufacture
wool and linen, helped thereto by the boisterous current of the
g o g River, which here joins the St. Francis with great conation, and in this kind of enterprise the French-Canadian is
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not to the fore. One of the best agricultural shows in Canad
however, still preserves the old agricultural reputation of tl
country at Sherbrooke, and a great Catholic seminary and chur<
crowns the hill-top.
Close by, too, is Lennoxville, a beautiful and leafy village
this same valley of the St. Francis, the seat of Bishop's Colleg
where degrees in arts are conferred, and an Anglican Gramm;
School, with most admirable modern buildings. T h e first h
only some forty undergraduates, mostly destined for the Churc
T h e last is one of the three schools of Canada that have a som
what similar social reputation to the public schools in Englan
and possesses extremely good buildings, a good gymnasiur
cricket and football grounds, fives courts, and golf links. I
numbers are now about a hundred.
T h e homesteads here are built and laid out in t h e Ne
England or Ontario fashion, not on the French system
arpents, and are worth from twenty-five to fifty dollars i
acre. A practical farmer would do just as well in Ontario ar
have the benefits of a less severe winter than that which prevai
throughout Quebec. Moreover, the increase of the French
the expense of the English might be felt depressing. For tl
gentleman emigrant, whose main object was to lead a counti
life on a small fixed income, the " Townships" have still son
undeniable attractions—social, around Sherbrooke and Lenno:
ville, scenic everywhere, and sporting in a sense of being acce
sible to good shooting and fishing in many directions. Montre?
again, is only some three to four hours by rail, and Quebec fh
to six. T h e traveller can make a pleasant detour, if he alreac
knows the river and land route from Quebec to Montreal, t
covering the two sides of the triangle and seeing the Lai
Francis and Megan tic country, where there is plenty of accommi
dation, and then from Sherbrooke, doing L a k e Memphramagoj
with its mountain scenery, and so up to Montreal.

Between Richmond, near the upper edge of the townshi|
and Montreal, there is a great deal of fine, flat, fertile countr
wholly French in occupation ; and traversing it, you cross th
Richelieu River, that historic highway between the French an
British dominions, along which the tide of war swept so oftq
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1 so fiercely. These rich and level lands were first settled by
regiment of Carignan, or, rather, by the single company who
lained behind when the rest of the corps went home in 1669.
d on a bright August morning, when the ribbon-like strips of
en meadow spread away to the foot of shadowy wooded hills
5 a vast carpet, striped at intervals with gold and sprinkled
sly with patches of yellow mustard or purple buckwheat,
I with white-walled, red-roofed homesteads, and the gilded
res of village churches, it is a delightful outlook for the
/eller either by road or rail.
VEuch of the country for fifty miles south and east of Montreal
of this pattern. Long ago it was a great wheat region and
>plied the rest of Canada and the north-eastern States. Now
s as green after a wet summer as Leicestershire, and passing
miles through its trim and mellow levels, where in many
ces good stock are running between neat post and rail fences
3 mowing machines rattling through heavy crops of timothy,
vould not be very evident wherein these regions suffer from
: occupations of a reactionary people. That they have at
st plenty of spirit will be tolerably evident to a traveller on
: train between Richmond and Montreal, should there be any
al event going forward to put the habitant on the move; for
: cackle of a car full of French-Canadian peasants would
H exceed the animation of a third-class carriage on a market
I in South Wales. On the north shore of the St. Lawrence,
>, and in the country which the Canadian Pacific Railway
verses between Quebec and Montreal, there is a great deal
this flat and fertile country, bearing the same unmistakable
mp of solid French occupation. The Laurentian Mountains,
er approaching so close to Quebec as to add greatly to its
tinction of outlook, fall back some way from the St. Lawrence
they travel towards the Ottawa behind Montreal. In the
erval there is some poor, broken and sandy country, to be
•e, but for the most part, particularly around and on either
e of Three Rivers, the almost mile-long meadows stretch
ay from the road on either side, in narrow strips less than
0 hundred yards in width. Oats, hay and pasture, pasture,
v and oats, the train seems to chant as it goes leaping past
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the narrow ends of these attenuated fields. Away at th
extremities, too, shine the white, or pink, or saffron houses
which they belong ; while on the same horizon the tin or gild
spires of churches shoot up from leafy villages, or long rows
Lombardy poplars far away mark the fringe of the St. Lawren
which here and there shows bits of blue water at the remo
edge of the glowing landscape. Now and again we run throu
stretches of forest, Church property perhaps, or possibly the i
cultivated remnant of a seigneury. And then around St. Am
Batiscan, and Champiain the breezy levels open far and wi
for miles and miles to the sky, and sunshine and shadows pi
over the long level ribs of green and gold, touching up mc
glittering spires and more white villages, and the same refn
of pasture, hay and oats, oats, hay and pasture, continues as t
post and rail fences open and shut their narrow, quickly-passi
vistas to the throbbing train. Numbers of these small properti
eighty to a hundred and sixty acres as a rough unit, have be
in the family for twice or thrice as many years, and there i
absolutely no English farmers in any of these countries outsi
the Eastern townships, save a U. E. loyalist settlement ne
the head of Lake Champiain.
Three Rivers is the oldest town in Lower Canada after Queb
dating back to 1618, and, with the Anglo-French Sherbrooke
the Eastern townships, a very bad third to-day in the matter
population, to wit about twelve thousand. It is of much histo
interest, which, unhappily, we must pass over, except to recc
the fact that it once had a governor of its own from France a
boasts to-day some very old buildings. It stands at the mou
of the St. Maurice River and at the head of tide-water. T
Laurentian Mountains, which bound the St. Lawrence valley, £
here some thirty miles to the north and Jthe beginning of
country rich in lumber, of which trade Three Rivers is a gre
entrepot, and rich also in interest to the sportsman and Natl
lover, who can make this town a starting-point for all kinds
enterprises, through wild regions and through glorious scenej
Three Rivers is also the centre of large deposits of iron ore, ai
probably even thus late in the day a rising place. It is intens<j
French; the British population, who are generally to be found
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ter numbers where energy and business aptitude are required,
lere only about five hundred, and such unfriendly spirit as was
untered in Lower Canada during the late war found fullest
ession in the streets of Three Rivers.
nlike its ancient rival, which, happily for the world, it has
»ed of its commercial vitality, Montreal lies almost wholly on
ntle slope. At the same time it is only less beautiful in its
than Quebec, for though its front lies on the river, its newer
ions are already trending on the foot and climbing up the
% slopes of the Mountain which rises so strikingly in the
[ground.
he site of Montreal was discovered, and even occupied for
*ief time, in 1535 by Cartier. In 1611, just after the real
ding of Canada by Champiain, it became a trading station,
in 1641 developed into a more permanent settlement, under
auspices of a band of enthusiasts from France, inspired
ler by mysterious voices and strange visions. Maisonneuve
the leader, together with a devoted lady, Jeanne Mance,
carried with her a large sum from an unknown benefactress
rewith to found a hospital for healing both the bodies and
s of the savages. The Montreal associates were detained in
bee a year, and were urged to desist from their rash underng by their more experienced and perhaps somewhat jealous
•w-countrymen. But Maisonneuve and his band, some sixty
11, pressed on, landed at the foot of Mont Royale, raised an
r, from which the priest blessed and consecrated their new
savour—in this case a wholly religious and philanthropic one.
ts was Montreal founded. The society grew steadily, though
pious intentions towards the natives received various rude
;ks, and ultimately drifted into that hundred years of bloody
fare with the five nations of which it bore the main brunt,
sionary work and fur trading, however, prospered in spite of
Brave men and devoted women, warriors and Churchmen,
ves and outlaws, Indians of every North-Western nation,
^ed their part on this water-side stage, now roughly indicated
me Notre Dame Cathedral and the statue to Maisonneuve
his brave followers. Wooden pallisades gave way in time
tone bastions; wooden churches to stone edifices of noble
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proportions. In the first half of the eighteenth century thousa
of Indians were wont to camp outside the walls, when the g
convoys of furs came down from the remote west; and in i
when Levis surrendered the remnants of Montcalm's army
the colony of Canada to Amherst in the Place d'Armes, qui
handsome town of some seven or eight thousand souls witne:
the painful but historic scene. Major Knox, who was ther
the time with the 48th Regiment, grows quite enthusiastic in
Journal at the elegance, even then, of the private residences
the gaiety, both of spirits and of conduct, with which men
women at that evil hour for France accepted the "fortun<
guerre," as they put it.
Montreal was occupied by the American Montgomery and
army in the revolutionary war as a base for their attemr.
conquest of Canada. How the French very naturally refi
to aid that section of their old enemies who had done notl
for them against those who had done much, and how M<
gomery fell, has been already told. T h e ancient records of
city abound in picturesque and dramatic incident. No one;
instance, to whom the past of Canada appeals at all should
to spend some hours in the Chateau de Ramesy, built just
centuries ago in the old French style, and occupied by
French governors and their British successors. Looking lil
ghost of the old regime in the busy heart of the modern e
there have been gathered within its quaint spacious chaml
a rare store of pictures, curios, and treasures of every k
connected with old times, both French and English,
Montreal.
But after all I must not treat Montreal as if it were Quel
I doubt if one visitor in fifty gives a second thought to s
matters, and I am quite sure very few of the natives do. I
the busy capital of Canada that confronts one here, with
quarter of a million of people and rows of fine wharves along
river, and a whole fleet of sailing ships and ocean steamers,
is the head of navigation, the outlet of the mighty west. No
its river front obscured, as in most great ports,, by a mass
unsightly water-side erections, but the solid buildings of
city press down on to a great stone embankment along
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Lawrence. New docks and piers are in process of construe, which may somewhat spoil perhaps the old effect, but will
sr meet the wants of the constantly increasing traffic. And
; testimony to the enormous increase of this traffic, where
v years ago a single tubular bridge crossed the two miles of
i water and posed as one of the wonders of the world, two
^es of far greater capacity, those of the Grand Trunk and
idian Pacific, have now all they can do to grapple with their
s of freight and passengers.
ontreal is laid out, of course, in parallel sections, rising one
^ the other on a gentle slope from the river-side to the
of Mont Royale, or the Mountain, and presents a most
Dsing look from the river, while from the top of the Mountain
most beautiful city park in North America it yields an
lutely unique panorama. From the river the number of
ch spires might give the false impression that here, too,
irial matters were retarded by ecclesiastical zeal, which is
the case, though the French population is in a slight
)rity. The curious ignorance of many Americans regarding
ada was well illustrated by the remarks of a party I came
a with lately on a river steamer. "Why, this is quite a
p | said the younger members, to whom Montreal was
sntly a revelation. " I guess you'd see more churches here
chimneys," said another. "You bet," said the nestor of
jroup, who had been here before, " this is a live little place,
if you go to work right, you can size it up and see everyy there is to be seen in a day." He then proceeded to
ain how this feat could be achieved, and I saw them afterIs working out the programme at breathless speed in a
:ney carriage.
be business streets of Montreal seem narrow and somewhat
my, from the high and massive nature of the buildings, which
mostly of grey limestone quarried in the neighbourhood.
Montreal was built to last. As you leave the business
ion and ascend the easy slope to the gayer streets of
pnable shops and residences, the same air of wealth and
tity and profound confidence in the place as the commercial
tal of Canada for all time to come shows itself. I am not going
H
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to catalogue the numerous buildings of note, which is the t
ness rather of a guide-book, but the Roman Catholic Cathe<
modelled after St. Peter's at Rome, is an immense and impo
edifice. McGill College, with its spacious ground and long bl<
of buildings in the middle of the fashionable quarter of the
on Sherbrooke Street, is worthy of a University which re
sents the wealthiest religious body in Canada, the Presbyteri
and is the rival of the University of Toronto. McGill Col
is very justly the pride of Montreal, and has been richly endo
by many wealthy Scotch-Canadians. It includes facultie
arts, law, medicine, applied and veterinary science, an
attended by over a thousand students. As trifles are often r
significant than a world of detail, I may perhaps state th
have heard the favour shown to medical graduates of
University, merely as such, made the subject of quite fee
complaint by the alumni of other Colleges as far away as
Pacific coast.
Notre Dame, St. James' and Craig Streets are the great r
arteries of business, running parallel with one another and
the river. Massive and lofty blocks of grey limestone domi
the side walks with such imposing effect as to make the c
reasonably broad streets look narrow and the outlook some\
oppressive, while the continuous stream of electric cars thrc
,the whole night as well as the day does not help to dissi
the feeling. Banks, insurance and steamship offices, immi
stores, wholesale and retail, rear themselves heavenward
endless and bewildering array. The stranger may fanc>
reads in the towering mansard-roofs, and often decorated
always massive fronts, the conscious pride of a comme:
metropolis that has no fear of rivalry, the heart, too, of a cou
already as populous as that which supports Brussels
Antwerp, Ghent and Liege, and a future, humanly speak
as certain as the courses of the stars. And this is a city wl
growth has been absolutely wholesome, and in due propor
to the six millions of people it represents. Can Sydne)
Melbourne, or even Auckland, say as much ? Half the pop
tion of Australasia is in great cities, while half their banks
business houses, as the British public know to their cost, reh
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odically into the condition of absentee owners and graziers
>reclosed estates. Happily for Canada, legislation has never
itself to maintaining population at unproductive labour
he cities on borrowed money, while a continent behind
fished for people. Canada has never had the slightest use
the working man who proposes to pick and choose his
hod of work and place of residence, or else to sponge
a the public or the Government. She has gone through
1 times and has worked out her salvation by the very sweat
er brow. The backwoods of old days, the lumber camps, the
ries have been splendid schools. The able-bodied mechanic,
:h less the general loafer who will come on charity, or on
• funds, or go whining to the Government to make work when
rural districts offered him any sort of a living would get a
*h reception from every class in Canada. One reads contly of men tramping the streets of the Australian cities and
ortuning its legislators to make work, while hands are in
iand up country at a pound a week. The rural districts of
tralia are, of course, less economically sound from natural
;es than those of Canada ; still, it has never been the
sure on their resources that has created this rotten and
loralising system. Montreal has nothing of this kind to
ble itself about, and it has justly earned such immunity,
prosperity, like that of all Canada, is built on sound foundas. The Bank of Montreal is one of the great chartered
ks of the world, and English readers may be surprised to
* that the United States has no equivalent to it, though this
is partly due to American banking laws and customs. The
silence of the Canadian banks is too well known to everyone
i the most elementary knowledge of such matters to need
eulogies here. But that of Montreal is the oldest, the
est, and most notable of many corporations that have earned
virtually equal degree the confidence of the country. The
ks of Commerce, of Toronto, the Merchants, Molsons and
ish North America, and many others have branches in every
: of Canada, east and west. There is not a village in the
atry from the Pacific to the Atlantic coast where the security
ne or more of these great establishments are not available.
H 2
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They are entirely run by Anglo-Canadians. French bai
exist, but, with possibly a single exception, have by no me;
the same standing as the others.
The foundations, new and ancient, of the French Cathe
Church flourish greatly in Montreal, side by side with the bi
hum of modern progress. The casual stranger finds something 1
relief as he emerges from the somewhat overwhelming atmosph
of the business streets, and of their great stone fortresses of cc
merce, into the delightful open spaces that Montreal keeps in\
late. The Viger Gardens, where one of the great railway statr
of the Canadian Pacific, thanks to the sanity of architect
shown by that corporation, constitute an ornament rather tl
an eyesore to the landscape ; the Place d'Armes, the Champ
Mars, and Dominion Square all make pleasant breaks of gr
and trees and flowers. The latter is the most notable
all, being higher up the slope, whence in Catherine Str<
beneath the rustle of maple avenues, the higher marts of cc
merce begin to blend with the lawns and mansions of
prosperous. Here too, facing a statue of Canada's great
statesman, Sir John MacDonald, is the huge modern cathec
of St. James', already mentioned, with its frescoed dome 1
hundred and fifty feet high ; and close by is the Cath<
Bishop's Palace, the Windsor Hotel, and the other Canad
Pacific station—stately and tasteful piles of grey limestc
And it is in this square, so green and shady in summer, t
there are reared in winter those ice palaces whose repea
reproductions in the English illustrated Press Canadi;
complain have been largely responsible for the impression t
Canada is a land of arctic temperature and perpetual snow.
Montreal has practically the same winter climate as Quel
Both are much colder than any of the main centres of populat
in Ontario, save, of course, Ottawa. It is a steady cold, howe^
with almost continuous snow and frost and a temperature fr
early December to the end of March, ranging pretty steac
from twenty above to twenty below zero, with occasional exd
sions of the thermometer outside these figures. Bright sk
however, and sunshine prevail for the most part. It is onl)j
the country people in Canada that cold has any real significan

CANADIAN WINTERS.
the habitant, knowing well how to warm his house, has no
:tion whatever to the winter of his forefathers, for the
3 are then good for sleighing, and he can haul his crops to
:et easily or keep the stove warm at home with the most
et contentment, and there is certainly no indication that
or three centuries of Canadian winters have impaired his
iness or vitality. At any rate, he has more of both than the
try farmers who have shivered before the open fireplaces
igh what we call the " open" winters of Maryland and
inia. To the well-warmed townsmen ten below zero, good
ling, and a bright sky is a thing of joy. The well-to-do of
treal, as all the world knows, regard the winter, not merely
season of indoor, but of outdoor festivity ; sleighing, snowng, tobogganing, skating, ice hockey, and curling are the
pastimes of individuals and of innumerable well-organised
i. The working classes have well-warmed houses and
led workshops, and have seldom any reason to remain
iently long in the open air to feel the cold any more than
lasses above them. In short, Montreal feels itself distinctly
leged beyond its sister city of Toronto with the latter's
)aratively mild and broken winters.
the short season before the snow, footballers make up in
isiasm for the briefness of their opportunity, while a riding
equally cramped in its season, pursues the aniseed bag, or
:times, I believe, the real animal, at the tail of a pack of
ds over the post and rail fences of the habitants' pastures,
immer lacrosse and baseball draw large crowds. Cricket
lishes, but golf has long outgrown the single course that
chmen disported themselves on in former times for quite a
:h of years.
icending the slope a little higher we come to Sherbrooke
;t, another long parallel artery, and almost wholly residential
Drnate. Fine stone houses, with well-kept lawns, unfenced
Dpen to the broad maple-shaded street in Canadian fashion,
nterspersed with churches or the headquarters of corporaI clerical and otherwise, all conscious of their responsibility
ie architectural way and anxious to live up to it. The
tdians themselves benefited both immediately and through
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the medium of their architects by the pre-eminent taste
ability of the modern American school. No Englishi
familiar with the work of the last fifteen years in the resider
quarters of the American cities and in their summer resorts,
familiar also with our own country and suburban enterprise;
the ordinary type, could fail to see that we are absolu
nowhere in the matter of taste, harmony, proportion, solidity,
even in snugness, as expressed in private dwellings. Prob;
an examination of the better American magazines would <
vince the most prejudiced mortal of this without the troubl
crossing the Atlantic. In Sherbrooke Street, too, and ne
bourhood are to be seen in winter the best turned-out sle
probably in the world. Indeed, the signs of wealth
sufficiently striking in Montreal. Always the most substai
city in the Dominion, it now contains quite a number of fam
of large fortune, though the tendency in Canada is
generally speaking, to build houses in town or country, c
mensurate in size from a European standpoint with the owr
means, since the domestic servant difficulty is always pre:
with the Canadians, though greatly mitigated of course to
rich who can pay fancy wages.
Among the many factors that have combined to so gre
increase the wealth of Montreal, the building of the Canae
Pacific Railway, whose head offices are here, and in whicl
many prominent Montrealers were concerned, has been no si
one. Nor have Canadian millionaires been a wit behind t
American equivalents in splendid donations to charitable
educational institutions.
T h e Royal Victoria Hospital,
instance, whose large new buildings stand between Sherbrc
Street and the Mountain, was the joint gift of Lords Moi
Stephen and Strathcona, and cost a million dollars. Not far
and in curious reminder of the two regimes of Canada, the >
old and the very new, the Hotel Dieu, though a modern b i
ing, represents the original foundation of Jean de Mance
Madame de Bullion in 1644. I t : i s n o w a l a r g e hospital wl
over a hundred nuns attend the wants of many thousa
of patients in the course of the year. Most of the wealt
people in Montreal are British, and mainly of Scotch extract
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h is in strict accordance with economic and ethnological
rds. About four-fifths of the two Houses of Parliament at
,wa are men of Scotch or Scotch-Irish blood. I expended
an hour one day in mastering this quite striking fact,
d by an informing official publication which made the task
nple one. I should not take this political test alone as of
extraordinary significance, but, as a matter of fact, it is
I in line with the general position of the Scotchman in the
r provinces, and no doubt in due course the west will pass
entedly under his benign sway. It is a tremendous reaction
1 the Family Compact days of the early nineteenth century,
f this sociable coterie contained Scotchmen, it was quite
lental, and not due to the remarkable buoyancy of the
donian. It is a trifle humiliating to the southerner to study
emigration statistics of Canadian history. Speaking from
lory, I think at least three Englishmen have come to
ad a in the past for one Scotchman. But I do not think
ould be overstepping the mark to say that three Scotchhave "got there," to use an expressive Americanism,
Dne Englishman. And it naturally follows that a certain
tish flavour permeates Canadian society, though this is
a matter that guide-books flaunt in the faces of their
ers, or that serious works on Canada note as a broad fact,
e the less, the person of observant habits and with any
vledge of Scotland, and the faintest sense of racial traits,
id find the atmosphere of Montreal andt Toronto showing
2 affinity to that of Glasgow and Edinburgh than to the
s of the south. I do not wish to be interpreted as saying
Montreal and Toronto are replicas of Glasgow and Edin^1. Heaven forbid! Comparisons between new countries
old ones are puerile. Each have their respective advantages,
a considerable divergence is inevitable. Still, with the
ominance of Scotchmen in commercial and social and
;ious life, it is only natural that Scotland should be more
vidence as the "old country" than England. Among the
adian-Scottish, too, the Highlanders stand in the very front,
in recalling the traditional over-sea success of Scotchmen, to
ik of it as the success of a race is of course ridiculous, since the
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Lowlander of Berwickshire or Roxburgh or even East Aberd
is ethnologically an Englishman, own brother to the man
Yorkshire or Northumberland, while the Highland clansr
belonged to another family of mankind, and till recently sp
another tongue, served other gods, mainly chiefs, flouted Scot
kings, parliaments and laws, hated civilised Teutonic Scotsr
with a great hatred, and had virtually no intercourse with th
He was regarded in turn by that pawky soul as an unredeer
barbarian and cattle thief, inhabiting sterile wilds into which
outsider to speak of ever penetrated, for two excellent rease
First, that there was rarely any conceivable object in doing
secondly, that without very particular letters to each chief,
was not worth a day's purchase. Such were the Scottish Hi
lands, save a few exceptional outer districts, less than 1
centuries ago, when Massachusetts and Virginia were hig
organised communities. Indolence was universal, since comp!
immunity from toil, as in the case of the Iroquois, wa
religion, so long as there were women to work. It was har
logical, this pride of a son in his father's and grandfath
immunity from menial toil, when his mother and grandmot
had guided the rude plough through the oat patch and bent tl
backs in the hay-field ; but perhaps it was these mothers 1
grandmothers that preserved the spirit of industry to the Hi
landers from some remote past. How comes it otherwise t
almost .as soon as they emerged from their hopeless indust
and often spiritual darkness they sprang to the front rank
once when mingled with Teutonic Britons, and even emeq
in no long time from what might be called their tempor
submersion in grouped settlements in remote corners of N<
Scotia, New Brunswick, or in Glengarry of Ontario, where
Gaelic still remains ?
To go further—and whatever bears on Scottish life bears
Canada. The general reader will possibly refuse to belie
while the student of social history in Great Britain will ]
require to be reminded, that the industrious, pushful, success
Scot as a national type was scarcely fifty years old when •
forests of Upper Canada were first assailed by the British a:
It seems a monstrous anachronism—I almost quail as I set

FRENCH AND ENGLISH IN MONTREAL.

105

I most certainly not in malice—but the Scotsmen, who
st own Canada and many other goodly slices of the British
lire, can well afford to regard with complacent interest the
land of Drummond of Ochtertyre and Fletcher of Saltoun,
groaned over the dogged backwardness and inertia of the
3 of the Lothians and Fife ! this many a day the crack
ing district, not only of Britain, but of the whole earth,
e can, I think, be no doubt but that in the earlier eighteenth
lry, rightly or wrongly, Scotsmen were regarded by the
1 as unprogressive sluggards, and the Laird of Saltoun,
greatest authority of his time in this particular, tells us
out of that small population of a million two hundred
sand begged their way from door to door,
t after all the ethnological interest of Canada does not lie
itters British, but as between that people and the French.
Montreal is the one great point where the two races rub
Ider to shoulder in their hundred thousands, the French, as
dy stated, being slightly in the ascendant. The city is but
miles from the Ontario boundary, and the racial line, very
•ally in a country under one flag, is geographically vague and
ly. Still, Montreal itself is well inside the mark, and its rural
ibourhood is wholly French, as anyone may see by visiting
larket on a Tuesday. The French and English of Montreal,
£h good enough friends and mixing together of necessity in
rdinary course of business, remain almost entirely apart in
I life. Of course there are exceptions, and of course there are
ions of an official nature, which observe no racial discriminaBut in private life, without any hostility or definite il—
ig, the two peoples keep resolutely apart. It is a rather curious
acle, this utter lack of social sympathy or fusion among
irosperous classes of a modern and progressive commercial
al. You could imagine an old noblesse in a once conquered
try keeping up the habit of " sulking." But there is nothing
ever of this in the reasons that make for racial cleavage in
Ireal. Every contemporary writer and authority agrees
nearly all the noblesse of importance returned to
ce at the Conquest. Much of what remained has been-long
submerged. Moreover, many of the British families of
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Montreal, as in all colonial cities, have the best of good
blood in their veins. As a matter of fact, Montreal does
run much on these lines. The people of Quebec and Tore
will tell you that money rules there, or at least that
ordinary social qualifications without it are not regarded
of much value. This perhaps is the rough truth, liabh
inevitable modifications. I know next to nothing of Mont
in a social sense, but gather from those who do that pei
of culture and respectable birth and moderate income
the learned professions, who would, as a matter of course
Toronto be more or less known to everyone, have their own
rather, and are not necessarily sought after by the wealthie
shall we say smarter, society in Montreal. Montreal societ
of course, so large as to drift naturally into sets. There are
more people whom the average English gentleman, for insta
would naturally fuse with than in any city of two hundred
sixty thousand in Great Britain. This is inevitable in a Cole
capital of mature standing for many obvious reasons, thoug
would be the reverse of true in many western towns of
United States. Possibly Glasgow has some social resembl;
to British Montreal, and perhaps Toronto may in some
be its Edinburgh. The analogy, though not accurate, is
altogether wide of the mark.
But again I am shirking the French question, and drii
into commonplace Anglo-Saxon cleavages. I dare not atte
an analysis of the reasons that keep these citizens of one t
and one country apart. All educated Frenchmen and n
Englishmen speak both languages. Still, the latter are n
behind on this point, and all things considered have r
reasons to be, if not very good ones. Religion probably
much to do with it, and seems a more logical cause of divis
for mixed marriages are nowadays more than discouragee
the Roman Church, and not wholly approved of by the ot]
This is quite enough to put a damper on social intercc
among the young of the two creeds—and here probably
have the root of the matter. The British section, again,
taken the lead in commerce, and is proportionately weak
Lastly, there are a great number of Anglo-Canadians all thre
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^Dominion who have the same wholesale prejudice against
[French that you find so freely entertained among the
jlish colony of a continental town. It is, I suppose, herery or instinctive, and returned with interest. I have heard
Idulged in by scores of people in Canada, and of course
mounts, as it does elsewhere, to a catalogue of the points
1 which the French temperament differs from our own,
ewhat crudely rubbed in. At the same time, it must not be
>osed that the educated urban Frenchman has not taken
nany of the attributes that a free life in a new country
mders, and that he does not share some of the characteristics
lis fellow-colonists. The French, on their part, have of
se inherited like prejudices, but in Canada they are not, I
k, quite so pronounced as those of the British,
ow, as to that much vexed and complex question, the attitude
te million and a half French-Canadians of the Lower Province
irds their British fellow-colonists and the Crown. For
elf I have never been long enough at a time in Lower Canada
istify an independent opinion, but have been far too much in
ada generally to fall into the error of uncritical optimism
:h so often distinguishes the treatment of this Anglo-French
ter by passing travellers, stimulated by the sight of a Union
:, and the politeness of a few passing acquaintances, gentle or
)le. This misunderstanding of the situation was never
e curiously displayed in England than during the late war,
it created much remark in Canada. The French-Canadians
5. again and again represented as ardent partisans of the
ish cause in South Africa, and as burning to give to the Boers
orce of arms the privileges of British citizenship which they
themselves enjoyed so long. I read in newspapers for
:h I have a high regard that these people were leaving
r desks and ploughs to join in the crusade, and a small
pany of French infantry led by French officers during
DUS actions assumed enormous dimensions and did duty as
r
pe instead of an isolated instance. I used to read these
gs with much bewilderment in England, and wonder
ther it was conceivable that in the few years since I had
been in Canada the attitude of a deeply conservative
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and self-absorbed people had so vastly changed. Of cour
had not!
Most people in England may now be aware that the wai
patriotism which shook English Canada found a French Prer
in the able and admirable Sir Wilfrid Laurier, installed at Ott
Though a Liberal, Sir Wilfrid had been helped to office bj;
votes of thousands of French Conservatives, from the fact tha
was a Frenchman. The war feeling was so strong in Enj
Canada that no Premier could have resisted it and rema
in office. Laurier had to choose one path or the other,
he chose what most of us think the better one, the
not perhaps very willingly. The French-Canadians are
eminently followers of leaders, and Laurier just now is the wo
object of their pride and enthusiasm. The Premier did
oppose the loud demands for despatching Canadian conting
to South Africa—to the ruin of his position and his governm
His personal feeling was, I believe, a negative one, but it re
does not matter. His action was a piece of sensible op
tunism. And what he did do satisfied the mass of Frei
Canadians, who simply acquiesced without enthusiasm
reluctance, and then turned their attention to their own aff
Out of the eight thousand Canadians who went in the var
contingents about a hundred were French. I counted tl
roughly in the official list of regiments. Many of th
too, were half-Anglicised Frenchmen from the border to
ships. Many, doubtless, were of the type common ev
where, to whom military employment offers congenial occi
tion or an escape from a temporary difficulty. But really
minute analysis is superfluous. Virtually the French-Canad:
showed little interest in the war, and took no part in it.
would any reasonable person blame them overmuch for
indifference.1 The vast rural majority neither knew nor ca
what it was all about. The minority in the towns inclu
every kind of attitude, from those who, by ties of marrij
friendship or business interests, or independent judgment, v,

1
There are a certain number of French-Canadian officers in the British sei
who are, of course, wholly British in every particular but blood. This ha
bearing on the question generally.
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t Britons, to mobs who, as at Three Rivers and in Montreal,
i and hissed the ceremonies following on Mafeking and
>mith. Then there is the literary dreamer, who may have
lental yearnings after old France ; and the average poliwho is concerned with nothing but the game of local
:s and how much he can make out of it; and the overling body of habitants, who are virtually without educamd are thinking of nothing at all but their daily work
arish gossip.
vering above everything is the Church, more ultramontane,
watchful, and with good reason, than ever, holding the
mt in the hollow of its hand, and defied, or partially defied,
small but growing liberal party in the towns. It is not
he Church mainly of the women and children as in some
die countries, but of the people generally. It has property
millions of dollars, and an estimated income of over a
n in a relatively poor province. It pays no taxes. But
abitant, as I have shown, gets his religion no cheaper on
.ccount. His dime is exacted by law, should sacerdotal
ire fail. When he is assessed for a new church, and a
'age is laid on his farm for the purpose, that mortgage, by
akes priority of any anterior lien. In educational matters
icit aim of his masters is to hold him back, which, as they
D1 the schools, is an easy matter. Pierre, upon the whole,
simple, ignorant, devout, cheerful, and fairly industrious
n, and occupies picturesquely, without any discontent,
sive regions which his British neighbours would probably
abandoned. If this sort of system contents the Frenchdian and suits his notions, there seems to me no strong
id of complaint. Many people of high intelligence regret
vhen French Canada passed into our hands, consisting at
me of some seventy thousand people, virtually all peasants,
lid not Anglicise it forcibly in laws and language, and
ite its Church property. It would not have been difficult,
would have prevented the present condition of things,
1 many regard with disfavour and some even with apprehenBut the other policy fixed the loyalty of the Frenchidian during the revolutionary war, which meant much, if

no
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it did not earn as much of his permanent gratitude as it srJ
have done.
The French-Canadians on their part have had their drej
When the North-West was first opened, wild and vague 1
of a dominant French influence there, and the encircliii
British Ontario by a French nation, were in the air. Bud
countries are not in these days to be conquered and hell
ultramontane clerics and reactionary peasants when Ai
Saxons have an equal partnership in them. The Fra
Canadian Church and people hardly count in the North-l
of to-day. The Church is loyal enough to the British con
tion,not from love of it, nor perhaps from gratitude, but bee
it knows well that under no other conditions would it have!
a free hand. If the French-Canadians and, above all, the Chi
were indeed devoid of thankfulness for their past treatment!
might well think that the estimate in which a considerable se4
in Ontario hold them is justifiable, and that victorious nal
might well omit the sentimental asset from their calculal
As it is, their school-books, issued by the Church, are discr|
able alike to their situation and their intelligence. In their pj
Great Britain receives scant notice and less credit, and no ths
Every cultivated American knows that his own people have |
sad sinners in this respect, and have sought to promote patrio
among the masses by distorting facts and holding up this cod
to unmerited odium. But the Americans, after all, are unde
obligations to Great Britain as the French are, to say nothhj
their being her professedly loyal subjects. With regard tej
emigration of the French to the States, their priests, of cours
not like it, and follow so far as possible their wandering fl<
the Irish substitutes which are found there being uncongenial
republican. These people, however, as we have seen, do not
touch with their old parish. A large proportion are but tempe;
absentees, and much money comes back to Canada. It woul
impossible, however, that widerviews and freer opinions shoul^
come back too, if only to be whispered by the fireside. Some cj
priests themselves are not free from the taint. But upon the wj
the struggle which the Quebec clergy make to keep their fl
simple, ignorant, contented and moral is successfully maintai

F R E N C H AND IRISH.
my of these emigrants come back with Anglicised names,
:eep them. Monsieur Blanc becomes Mr. White; Boulanger,
iaker ; while Roux returns as Mr. Wheeler. Sometimes in
umber camps the French-Canadian names get Anglicised
Diivenience—not the convenience of their owmers, but that
ie English foreman, who will not bother with a long or
lal French name, but promptly dubs the man Smith or
rts on the pay-roll, and Smith or Roberts he sometimes
ins for life. There is no dislike of the English language
•eluctance to speak any smattering of it they may possess
\g the habitants, of such kind as you will find in parts of
I for instance. The few who can speak English are proud
z accomplishment, and air it freely, without any diffidence
grammar or pronunciation. Nor is there, I think, any
>nal feeling towards Anglo-Canadians, unless racial fights
s lumber camps may count for such. One does not expect
so self-centred a people any enthusiasm for our Imperial
ires. At the same time, many French-Canadians have said
5, and hundreds have said it elsewhere and written it over
over again, that if Canada were attacked by the United
JS, the Province of Quebec would be the last to yield—from
ires mainly, no doubt, of self-preservation. " We are loyal
e King, God bless him!" said a French-Canadian gentleman
e the other day, " but we don't want too much of Joe
nberlain." Perhaps this puts in a nutshell the attitude of
tjority who, as a matter of fact, concern themselves as a
very little with outside affairs of any kind. As a receptacle
he surplus population of Lower Canada, New England is
td a safety valve. Scarcely any influences antagonistic to
domestic peace of the Dominion are thereby engendered,
eas if several hundred thousand French-Canadians went
in groups to the British provinces, followed by their Church,
jon of a serious kind would be almost certain to ensue.
Irish quarter of Montreal, Griffin-town, contains a conable population, but labour jealousies, with the racial and
lal difference, neutralise all religious sympathy and prevent
common action with the French.
ke wooded Mountain above Montreal, with its well-grassed
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lower slopes rising beyond the outer limits of the resi
tial quarters, makes a public park and pleasure ground
excelled nor perhaps equalled, in any other North Amei
city. Forest trees of noble size, oak, maple, and fir,
a mantle of leaves over a long, bold ridge some eight hun
feet above the town and river. Art has contrived, too,
the primitive beauties of the woods should be maintai
without any of their primitive untidiness. Fine driving-r
wind around the heights and rise to the summit by g
grades ; while innumerable footpaths lead through dells
brakes of exquisite sylvan beauty. Between the ruddy ster
giant firs, beneath the lower leaves of towering maples, to r
or south, to east or west, an outlook for the gods spreads i
into the blue distance. But it is the point immediately a
the city, reached for those who wish it (and they are man
a few breathless moments by a funicular railway, that is
crown of all. Probably there is no other great city that, fro
adjacent natural eminence, presents its entire compass to a s:
glance of the eye as does this one. From a broad plat
thrown out from the summit of the woody steep, every qu
of Montreal, every spire, tower, dome and considerable buil<
every leafy square, every main street, can be seen or tr
without an effort. This sounds more remarkable than picture:
but, as a matter of fact, on a bright summer or autumn daj
effect is impressive beyond words. For the city, thus lyir
one's feet, is but the foreground of the view. Beyond it
great river, nearly two miles in width and fresh from the mi
rapids of Lachine, spanned by its two long bridges, lays a b:
blue band across the canvas. Far away the woods and mea<
and villages spread southward over the Richelieu Valle
great breadth of sunny landscape, rich in woodland but spar
everywhere by the gleam of stubble and the glint of churc
homestead, to where the mountain fringes of New York
Vermont lay dimly seen upon the horizon.
As a mere panorama this wondrous spectacle holds
materialistic sort of folks from shop or factory, who wa
over the Mountain on Sunday afternoon, with a fascim
stronger, beyond a doubt, than even the Citadel of Qu

SOCIAL AMENITIES.
Id exercise; and they seem to find ceaseless pleasure in
iting out to one another the precise spot where their respective
hen-fires are slowly cooling. Montreal pours its thousands
:o the Mountain on a fine Sunday or holiday, and for all of
n there is much more than room on its large broken surface,
and Jill, or Jacques and Jeanne, can find many a woodland
1 for love-making, secluded from the vulgar eye. Buggies,
;le and double, English dog-carts, Quebec caleches, an occaal curricle with a trotting horse, follow one another along
winding woodland roads. A complete system of electric
acars permeates Montreal and spans the suburbs for several
is, with a uniform fare of five cents. This distributes the
king classes over considerable areas, to the benefit of themes and families. The wives of the mechanics, artisans, and
Her tradesmen here, as elsewhere throughout Canada, cultivate
social amenities of their betters to an extent undreamed of
he old world, and, indeed, unknown in the new till quite
:ntly. The smile will assuredly rise to the lips of the stranger
ie hears these honest young matrons in the tramcar discussing
society of their respective neighbourhoods, exchanging cards
writing down their "At Home " days on the corner. But
r
not ? Surely it is an admirable thing, this effort to brighten
r lives through the machinery used in the classes above them,
greatly conducive to self-respect. Visiting cards and " At
n e " days are after all as much matters of convenience as of
e. There is no assumption among these people before they are
lifted, by success and a rise in the world, to mix with those
ve their own degree, so it is surely a practice to be comlded rather than ridiculed, above all in a country where, even
•e than in modern England, there are so many people of the
: generation tasting the sweets of a luxurious social life.
)f the more leading hotels in Montreal, such as the Windsor
the Viger, of the Canadian Pacific Railway and the old
Lawrence Hall, there is not one conducted on the European
:em that I know of, and as this last is useful to many travellers,
lay mention the Carslake Hotel, a quiet, comfortable, little
se, close to the Grand Trunk and Windsor Canadian Pacific
lway stations. Here, and at similar places (when you can
I
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find them) in other cities, you pay about a dollar for your roc
and the ordinary use of the hotel, which has a restaurant whi
you can take your meals a la carte if you choose. It is
obvious that a tourist bent on seeing a city and its neighbo
hood in the summer season, even if he have no hospitable frie^
there, will find it so convenient to have lunch and even dim
in the neighbourhood of his investigations, that the advants
of the European plan (as it is called) in such cases is outside 1
pale of discussion. And again, supposing him to be makl
Montreal his headquarters, he should wish to spend a night
two at Ottawa, Sherbrooke, the Thousand Islands, or elsewhe
Rather than pack up all his traps, close his account and take 1
chance of securing his own or another room on returning,
might elect to retain it, when a dollar a day will not vex his ej
nomic soul with any sense of unjustifiable extravagance, wh
three and a half for such a negative privilege most certainly w
unless he be a millionaire or a quite feather-headed traveller.
Montreal is on an island, about the size and of precisely |
same diamond shape as the Isle of Wight, since two of the fe
mouths of the Ottawa River cut it off from the mainland on f
north and the two others, embracing the He Perrot, skirt it on t
west, the St. Lawrence of course washing the south and ea
Numbers of railroads besides the Canadian Pacific and i
Grand Trunk run into Montreal. It is the nearest point too fre
which the western traffic can strike the winter ports of Cana<
St. John and Halifax, as well as Portland and Boston in N
England. The island itself is mostly level and fertile. On
further edges, as for instance by the Lake of the Two Mountal
where the Ottawa expands for a space between high-wood
shores before rushing down the rapids of St. Anne into t
St. Lawrence, the scenery is bold and beautiful. Here, witj
a few miles' drive of the village where Tom Moore lived foi
time and wrote his immortal " Canadian Boat Song," are ma:
country houses, the summer homes of prominent Montreal!
To this sort of country life Canada lends itself with peculi
felicity. The winter is the gay season of the cities; with j
opening of summer, if there are social pleasures there are n
many social duties. The family at any rate can go to t

COUNTRY L I F E NEAR MONTREAL.
try, and its head in most cases can get down every night or
he week-end. The same might be said of Chiselhurst or
bridge, but then these others are not suburban residents
go up to town for their business and amusements, but
sent the wealth and fashion of the city, who thus abandon
a country life of a comparatively simple kind.
ie presence of great sheets of moving water and of wood;, in part still untamed, gives zest and character to country
ound Montreal. There are large chateaux of grey limeI with acres of trim lawns and flower-beds, and ornate
ges of wood or stone, but all have ample elbow room, and
I apart in grounds shaded by old forest trees, which
down to the rocky shores of lake or river. Here
ng, bathing, fishing, and in autumn shooting, make
t paradise of youth; while on shore gardening, stockling, golf, driving, or cycling fill the spare hours of the
ising Montrealer. Canada compared to England is not
iome of song birds, nor do you see and hear in woods or
i anything like the number of birds that in the old country
[g from hedge and stubble or cleave the air. There are,
rtheless, a great many Canadian birds, natives and migrants.
3 surprised myself, when staying recently on the Lake of
IVo Mountains, to find how many eggs had been collected
wo young Canadian lads, sons of a friend there. FlyLers, butcher-birds, cow-buds and cat-birds, golden orioles,
-sparrows, various wrens, American robins and blackbirds
ailed), blue jays, Phcebes, and of course various hawks, and
I others, had all contributed within the season and within a
or two's radius to the boys' collection.
1 a point of land near where the Lake shores draw together
he rapids of St. Anne, and within the grounds of a charmcountry house, stand two monuments, unique so far as I
i in Canada. The one is the stone fortress of Bois Broule,
in remote times by the French against the Indians
mding the Ottawa; the other is a circular stone watch
r hard by on the ridge above. The former is in ruins, a
bate in miniature of some Welsh border keep, embraced by
klian vines and reflected in Canadian waters. It, too, has
I 2
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both its forgotten and its remembered tales of blood. The te
of an attacking horde of Indians finished its career some tim<
the eighteenth century, when its utility was waning. The :
towers still stand, the charred wood and scorched plai
inside still defying the frost and storms. The curtain w
have sunk to be mere stone breast-works, over which you r
look down on to the water where it bends inward and gives
post its strength and significance, and out towards the shifi
rapids of St. Anne. Turf mats over the roofless floor, and
elm has grown up from it and waves its branches above >
ruinous tower. Away over the Lake, perched on the mouni
side three or four miles away, is a Trappist monastery, the s
of whose monks in agriculture is said to be a glowing exanj
to the neighbourhood. And there, too, is the smoke and
white hull of a passenger steamer making for the mouth
the Ottawa.
. The Ottawa River is the largest tributary of the St. Lawrej
and flows from the West. The capital of Canada lies at
one hundred and fifteen miles up its course, and a passer
steamer from Montreal plies there regularly, the single trip I
occupying a day. The scenery, though not striking, is cha]
teristic, and the right method for the stranger visiting Ottj
for the first and perhaps only time is to go by water and ret
by rail.
One expedition no visitor to Montreal should omit, is i
down the Lachine Rapids, the last and the most violent of
great falls of the St. Lawrence. Half an hour's run by tl
lands you on the steamer wharf at Lachine station, where
due course a small steamer from up the river picks you up \
proceeds downwards to Montreal, running the famous rapids
the way. They are a mile wide, and may be described as
impetuous portion of an average salmon river magnified fifty-l
The steamer twists and plunges for a mile or two amid s
merged rocks and furious eddies, guided with the skill of a J
experience, from what again and again seems certain destructj
I went down there one day during the past autumn, whej
gale from the east was smiting the big breakers straight in]
face and raising a tremendous commotion. A mere handfiJ
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sengers were on board, but they included a delightful couple
n Vermont, an elderly agriculturist of stalwart frame and
icund visage and kindly blue eye, and a son of five-andnty. They were quite refreshing people, seeing that, though
l-dressed and evidently well-to-do, they had scarcely ever
*re left home, and were only in Montreal incidentally, as the
igates on some temperance matters which were agitating
il Vermont. They would certainly not have been in that
mer, or taken in the Lachine trip by any means, if the old
tleman had realised its nature, for he wanted to get out and
ishore every time we dipped into a fresh whirlpool, and had
lse in the world for so much water of such a turbulent kind,
alked home with them to my hotel, whither I was pleased to
them bound. The younger man had never been in a city
>re that day, and the elder was a magnificent rustic. It was
al treat to see father and son make their nervous, spasmodic
les between the tram-cars across the traffic-laden streets.
: old man remained in the hotel to recover himself after his
-breadth escapes by sea and land, while the other went out
view the town. The former entertained me with fond
nories of the farm he had left, with evident reluctance, the
before, and told me how the old Vermont farms, so long
ressed, so often abandoned for the west, were looking up
:n with improved times and dairying activity. He related to
also, how he himself had gone west in 1881 to the Minne. prairies, two years of which proved quite enough. He was
;ently of that temperament not uncommon among such
pie, which has artistic requirements, though ill understood
crudely expressed. He had no wealth of epithet for the
rn hills of Vermont, but he showed none the less that a
fed landscape was necessary to his content of mind by his
>hatic denunciation of the other thing. No amount of money,
aid, would induce him to live in a country (referring to the
rie) where you had to put up a notice board on your farm
I you left it in the morning, so that you would know it from
;rs when you came back in the evening. " Now," said he,
f" an hour's entertaining conversation touching many things
set down here, " I believe I'll go and hunt up Tom." I
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reminded him that to set out on such a quest in the biggest ci
in Canada was a doubtful proposition—which struck him wi
some force. Almost at the same moment Tom came in from 1
first inspection of the town, through which there was still a 1
gale blowing. "Well," said the hotel manager,who, as a studs
of human nature, took a natural interest in this really origir
couple, " what have you been doing with yourself? " " i guel
sir," said Tom, looking ruefully at certain dirt smudges on 1
new slouch hat, " I've been hunting my hat pretty much ev
since I left this hotel," thereby showing that a retired rural li
does not, in America at any rate, obscure the sense of humouj

ONTARIO.

CHAPTER V.
DNTARIO is by far the most important province of Canada,
contains two-fifths of the population of the entire Dominion—
mtirely British, with trifling settlements of French or aliens;
i is the heart and parent of Canada as Englishmen usually
derstand the term. Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and Prince
iward Island, commonly known as the Maritime Provinces, are
British as Ontario, but apart from their combined inferiority in
aibers they are less progressive, and more definitely provincial,
ey are countries which send out rather than receive emigrants,
>ugh this may seem paradoxical in a province like New
unswick, for instance, which has great areas of fairly fertile
td still uncleared of timber.
The circumstances which make for these conditions are comcated, and cannot be dealt with here. Prince Edward Island
a beautiful and well-tilled region, closely occupied by a
ndred thousand prosperous and mainly British people, with
o Houses of Parliament, a conservative disposition, and
)st wholesome belief in the superiority of P. E. I. to the
it of the Dominion. Nova Scotia is mainly British, with
strong Scotch and Highland element, some of the latter in
pe Breton still talking Gaelic, and a considerable diffusion of
t Acadians, whose ancestors had sense or pluck enough to
fy Le Loutre and take the oath of allegiance to George II.
lough a pleasant and diversified country, she attracts no
ligrants save miners to her collieries, and just supplies the
ficit made by her own to the west. The lands worth clearing
|m an outsider's point of view, under modern conditions, have
lg been cleared, and Halifax, the only city of much outside
pute in the maritime provinces, has not fifty thousand inhabiits, though it is wholly redeemed from provincialism by the
nstant presence of a fleet and garrison, and the family ties
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with Great Britain which generations of this connection ha
created. New Brunswick has a large area of fairly good timh
land uncleared, and going cheap, and New Brunswickers, wi
their own winter port of St. John, have been asking, ever since
can remember, why they should be persistently ignored by t
passing emigrant in favour of no better wild lands far inlan
The answer is in part easy enough, namely, that for twenty-fi
years the open prairie lands of the west have killed the denial
of farmers for timber lands anywhere. Yet this, perhaps, is n
quite convincing, for previous to this time the Ontario fores
had been drawing practically the whole stream of emigration f
many years, while the revival of interest in forest lands 1
settlers which has recently shown itself has again wholly centr
on the north-western portions of the premier province.
Ontario is, in short, the heart and centre of Canada, and wj
its varied industries and abounding life will, cceteris parib
attract the stranger with a magnetism possessed by no other
the older provinces. Capitalists seeking for minerals or time
will, of course, set up their plant wherever these may be, regar
less of other influences. Sidney in Cape Breton, for instam
which till recently was the very ultima thule even of the easte
provinces, fit neighbour almost for the grass-grown casemer
of Louisbourg, is now, with its coal and iron industries, quite
small Newcastle. But these oases, fed by a rapid sea transpc
from a score of distant points and distributing their wares abo
the world, make small impression on the vast territories arouj
if unsupported by other causes. Nova Scotia has large areas
fine, well-settled farming country, and produces the finest appl
in the world, and good farms could probably be bought cheap
for their value than in any part of Canada ; but as no outside
ever go and buy them it is no use speculating on econom
causes, even if the maritime province were within the scope
this work.
The province of Ontario covers over 200,000 square mile
and has a southern frontage of some 550 miles lying wholly e
the St. Lawrence and the two great lakes Ontario and Erie. I
inclination is to the south-west, and the climate grows milder
every stage of its advance from the neighbourhood of Montrd
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troit, and the St. Clair flats. Populated Ontario, however,
a fraction of its geographical area, and consists of a strip
the water front forty to fifty miles deep, which about
to, near the western end of Lake Ontario, spreads out
i peninsula something the shape of Wales and a little
, but, unlike that romantic country, comparatively smooth
lostly fertile. Lake Huron, to continue the rough simile,
luty in this case for the Irish Channel on north and west,
ake Erie for the Severn sea to the south. The long strip
>tern Ontario, as well as this expanding western peninsula
Jier average fertility, were virtually filled up when I first
Canada thirty years ago, and most of it had been well
1 for from twenty to fifty years before that again.
>ved farms at that day were worth slightly more all over
io than they are now, for precisely the same reasons
ave depreciated the price of land still more decisively in
nd, namely, the fall in grain and the opening of the west,
aking broadly, agricultural Ontario has not extended its
|>r a generation. The peninsula, its most important and
portion, had watery bounds set to it by Nature, the long
n strip from Toronto to Montreal had an illimitable back
E reaching to the North Pole. But this was mostly rough,
nd rocky, and not worth the labour of clearing. Civilisation
date above mentioned had reached the limit of the good
Speaking approximately again, and with full knowledge
:eptions which would only bore the reader to no purpose,
istern strip has not appreciably expanded northwards for
years. You may kill deer as hear it now as at the latter
It had been opened, cleaned up, fenced, and covered with
houses and buildings for some time even then, and was
d with a fringe of poor settlers struggling amid stumpi clearings and poor, stony land, helped by intermittent
yment in the lumber camps. The unit of land-owning in
io has always been from one to two hundred acres. Less
:he first figure was hardly enough for a yeoman and family
ive upon. More than the latter was outside the scheme
aiomic management as adopted by the working farmer of
io. Thirty years ago—and I think that date, though used
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here for personal reasons, happens otherwise to be an extrer
significant one—all the good land of accessible and kri
Ontario was filled up. The younger sons of a farmer, who!
less hankering for town life than they now have, had two alte
tives, the somewhat cheerless one of cutting out a farm of {
rocky land from the bush, in regions such as Muskoka, I
burton, and the Peterborough lake country, or going to
western prairie States. It is not surprising that the latter
most frequently adopted. Everyone has heard of the I
sustained and regrettable emigration of Anglo-Canadians tc
United States, which has happily of late years received so dec
a check. Indeed, we now have the pleasing spectacle of the
of many of these exiles returning to the north-west of :
native country. In the 'seventies, however, as we shall
later on, came the opening of this same Canadian NorthA/
and men's minds were turned towards the fat wheat lands o
Red River, though till the absorbing question of the Cana
Pacific Railway, which monopolised Canadian politics for y
was settled, emigration from the east was limited and timid,
But with the final opening of Manitoba the axe dropped
the hands of the backwoods farmer. When virgin prairie
of immense fertility was to be had on the same terms as he;
timbered land of poor quality, the latter, of course, wholly ce
to attract. With an equal soil to that of the North-West
the advantage of propinquity, timbered land could scarcely
competed with the other among a generation who had persoi
known the labour of bringing a bush farm into cultivation.
Ontario, then—not in the science of agriculture, which has
gressed greatly, but in the area occupied in it—has almost s
still for thirty years, while wealth from other sources
accumulated in its midst. Canada at the time alluded to
a poor country ; it is now a rich one. Nevertheless, On
farms which sold readily then at sixty dollars an acre, to
an average type, would go slowly now at fifty. This at
sight would seem a paradox if England herself did not sh
still greater one, and for reasons obvious in both cases, and
to the same cause. For a time, possibly even still here
there, good wheat farms thirty miles east of London coul
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Lased for the same price as less productive wheat farms
ty miles north of Toronto !
tario was first settled, as were the maritime provinces in
:ondary sense, by refugee loyalists from the American
ies after the revolutionary war. The American State
rnments behaved for the most part with short-sighted
ur towards those whose only fault had been loyalty to
rown and to their principles as they read them. American
•ians have at last outlived the ill-balanced judgment which
guished the works of their predecessors on this contentious
d, and have little to say for the treatment which drove
ands of men and women penniless into the wilderness for
iding with a cause that both their reason and their con:e rejected. It is generally calculated that at least fifty
and loyalists sought refuge in the Canadian woods, some
eir own accord, others banished and proscribed both in
;rty and person. About half this number went into what
tie Ontario, travelling by the Champiain and Richelieu
or crossing Lake Ontario in large boats, but in most
suffering great hardships and privations. It is a very
story—too long even to outline here. But it is as well to
nber that a considerable proportion of these refugees had
persons of education and weight in their respective colonies,
for this very reason had attracted the vengeance of the
ar party; that though the British Government ultimately
a large sum for their relief, it came too late, and very little
reached them, for reasons too lengthy to analyse here; that
[h free grants of land were given them in regions untouched
tlmost unknown, they had nearly all, the educated and the
f-handed, the delicate women and the young children alike,
igin life in the wilderness without money and without
About twenty-five thousand came to Ontario, founding
ments where Kingston, Niagara, and Toronto now stand
ctively.
sion with French Canada was impossible, so the province
pper Canada was cut off from Quebec and endowed with a
rnor and a Legislature, which met in a wooden house at
ddy Little York," the germ of the present beautiful city of

I
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Toronto. Many other settlers came in from the United S
without political motive, for the proportion of the popul
who " sat on the fence" throughout the whole revolutic
war in favourable seclusion, or else confined themselve
opportune shouting, as well as opportune shooting,
of course enormous, as the statistics of troops in the
compared to population give rough but irrefutable evid
The United Empire or U. E. Loyalists, as the ori
settlers of Ontario proudly called themselves and are
called, from the very circumstances of their exile, ca
into the Canadian woods an almost fierce loyalty and a c
responding resentment towards their recent persecutors,
numbered among them a strong minority of Dutch and Ge]
settlers, who were attached to the Crown for various good
worthy reasons. Their ranks were recruited, too, by emig
from Great Britain; so that when the war of 1812 agains
States broke out the Upper Province contained about ses
thousand souls, all British in blood or sympathy, with 1
loyal Indians. The thickest settlements in those days
about York and Niagara, extending into the interior, wher
some of the best land in Canada. Madison's war was a cu
outburst of unprovoked aggression on the part of a still we;
cemented republic. England was struggling single-ha
with the armed tyranny of Napoleon, which was a sinj
moment in itself for a nursling of Freedom to spring upor
back. The north-eastern States, however, the section with b
the finest warlike traditions, were bitterly opposed to the I
business. The actual casus belli was the searching of Ame
ships for deserters by British naval captains, but as the m
was not even mentioned in the peace negotiations two 3
later, historians of these days, like the New Englanders of t
usually credit the authors of the quarrel with less reasor
motives. The acquisition of Canada was a leading objee
was soon made one, of the war. "On to Canada" was
instant cry of regiments levied in the middle and sout
States, and led by generals who caricatured the bomb
proclamations of Napoleon without a particle of his ab
England had her hands more than full. A single regii
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^ular troops was in Canada, but the handful of Ontario
ists, who had found a refuge in the wilderness from their
apressors, flew to arms in defence of it. The British sea
r was useless. It had no soldiers to convey, nor vital
ies for the Americans to intercept. The first invading army
:aptured entirely, with Hull, its general, by a far inferior
and his proclamations on American soil at Detroit were
/ered for the edification of posterity. The second was
1 back near Niagara, anel a monument to the gallant
h general, Brock, who fell there, now stands on Queenston
ts.
wer Canada was not very seriously assailed, but the French,
s noted in a former chapter, did everything that was required
:m, and on one occasion achieved some positive glory. For
ext two years each side harried and ravaged the other's
er with about equal success. The Americans burnt York
tie British Washington. In 1814 Napoleon fell and released
ritish army, which candour compels one to state did not
y distinguish itself in the brief opportunity allowed it. But
sides were tired of a useless struggle, the only enduring
of which was to still further embitter the U. E. Loyalists
mada against their neighbours to the south, and to add
rr to a patriotism which still accounts for a warmth of
g in their descendants which sometimes surprises strangers
ie most part totally unacquainted with their story. After
ar Upper Canada was more intensely loyal and more British
ever, and fell by an almost natural process into the hands
at not unpicturesque oligarchy known to history as the
lily Compact." Among the U. E. Loyalists there were
ally many persons who had taken leading positions in
various colonies before the War of Independence. Such
minence in times less democratic than these was maintained
•ut great difficulty, in spite of the general poverty in which
of them had started their new life. To these were added
English families of the younger-son type, some of whom
lased or received free large tracts of land, on which they
d working men and farmers from their own districts in
t Britain. With the close of the Napoleon wars, British
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officers and soldiers were attracted to Upper Canada by grai
of land or other reasons, and the former proved a further sou
of strength to a class that had already grown into a fairly ^
defined aristocracy, though perhaps bureaucracy would b<
more strictly accurate word. T h e mass of the people wi
still struggling with the forests, and more or less isolated \
tied to their backwoods homes. Outside matters, includ
politics, seemed to them a long way off; intercourse 1
difficult, time valuable. T h e aristocracy, however, had grouj
themselves to a great measure in or near such centres of civil
tion as Kingston, Toronto, and Niagara, for true country lifi
Canada has never succeeded in permanently attracting
educated class. This gregariousness, too, was encouraged
the offices, which were not unnaturally monopolised by the c
who at that time seemed the only one qualified to occupy th
T h e y had the ear of the royal governors, who came and vv
and would not perhaps see much amiss with a system that m
Upper Canada a pleasant place for a deserving officer or e
servant to hold his little court in. Much natural intermarri
among this oligarchy seemed to justify, though it did not
course, give rise, to the term of " F a m i l y Compact" (borroi
from the English Whigs), so notable in Canadian history.
Such a system during the embryo period of Upper Canae
existence was probably as good as any other. Moreover, it
not unnatural. T h e United Empire members of the " Far
C o m p a c t " had inherited traditions of leadership in qu
democratic communities. But the " Compact" outstayed
welcome, and, perhaps, it became somewhat audacious, certa
imprudent. Its members acquired large tracts of public lai
and held them for the rise, thereby retarding settlement,
retained for the Church of England exclusively the lands
were granted for the maintenance of the Protestant religion,
even threw obstacles in the way of new-comers from G
Britain competing with its members in the learned professi
T h e more democratic members in the elective assembly cc
do little to check all this, as the Governor and Council \
financially independent.
T h e result in Upper Canada, as mentioned in a prev
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r, was the rebellion of 1837, led by Lyon Mackenzie,
meously with the movement of the French in Lower
a against official monopoly of a more racial kind. It was
bloodless, but brought out Lord Durham, of famous
•y, whose hope was ultimate federation of all the provinces
3 immediate panacea the union under responsible govern>f Ontario or Quebec, or, as then called, Canada East and
% West; the notion being that the British of the Upper
ce would counterbalance the overwhelming French
ty in the Lower, the population of the two provinces
at this time over a million.
ve have seen, the primary step failed, and in 1867, with a
tion of three and a half millions, federation put an end to
vincial ailments. The Government of Ontario, however,
that of Quebec and Nova Scotia, rejected the idea of an
House or Legislative Council, and were content with an
e assembly. But the " Family Compact" influence lasted
ifter the rebellion that broke its strength and Lord
m's legislation. They were jobbers, perhaps, but jobbers
good old sort, and, their descendants will stoutly maintain,
t least better than corrupt plebeians. And many of them
really strong claim on the Government, who held the
age and the Crown la,nds of Canada. The immense social
ce of their members could not be killed by Acts of
nent. They helped to keep alive English social standards
per Canada, and for a long time even preserved some
distinction to the world of politics. Many of their descenare still prominent in Toronto society and in certain
of public life, and it is esteemed a good thing even in
Comparatively democratic times to bear one of the familiar
:he meantime emigration had poured steadily into the
y, mainly from England and Scotland or the North of
d, though some of the great Catholic Irish contingent,
crossed the Atlantic before and after the famine, found
va.y on to British territory. The fertile lands, both of the
1 strip and the western peninsula, were rapidly cleared and
d to the sunshine. The whole Niagara country and great
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areas of the smooth, rolling lands towards Brantford, Han
and Woodstock were well settled when in 1827 James Gal
litterateur and enthusiast, with the Canada Company, foi
the towns and districts of Guelph and Goderich, while Gait
was being planted by Mr. Dickson, of Niagara, with farmei
labourers from Dumfriesshire.
Perhaps the period of the Crimean War, when wheat
with the slow transportation of those days, was worth a
and a half a bushel, was that of the most rapid improv<
and clearing of land. Much of the peninsula was magni
soil. Forty bushels an acre was no uncommon crop, and
hard-living, thrifty hundred and two hundred acre farmei
a large annual surplus, which soon showed itself in the
stone and brick houses, the fine barns and outbuildings,
distinguish Ontario to-day. By 1870, or thereabouts, no
class land but a little perhaps in the counties of Bruo
Gray remained unsettled. Ontario, in an agricultural
was virtually filled up, and since that day it has been occ
in changing its methods of farming and in turning itself in
chief manufacturing province of the Dominion, as well
supplying the North-West with the hardiest and most succ
of its settlers. The early settlement of Ontario may se
prosaic tale when thus concentrated into a few bare fae
paper. But, as a matter of fact, the early struggles i
woods of the U. E. Loyalists, and those who joined,
from the old country, without roads, schools, doctors, e
necessaries of life other than they could grow or make at'.
form a story full of romance if of a somewhat grim
There was some humour in it, too, and brief periods of e
ment, but much more of hardship, suffering, and tra
Delicate and gently-nurtured women were among the pio
and there was then no return to comfortable home and fi
if the undertaking proved too much for them, as in pa]
similar cases nowadays. Whatever their degree, however
all came from comfortable situations in the older colon:
America or from England, and had to begin life again
wilderness, where, besides the toil, the fierce snows of wint<
agues of summer and autumn, the mosquitoes and black
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t fires, wolves, and a host of minor evils had to* be wrestled
It would be difficult for a man unacquainted with backIs life to quite realise what the taming of Ontario meant at
time. It is almost as difficult for one who is to think of
almost ornate landscape round Guelph or Woodstock,
tford or Hamilton, for instance, so smooth now and homeas a waste of stump-strewn clearings and log houses amid
i forests, where settlers were wakened in the night by the
of wolves at their very doors. There is a good deal of older
rio, however, particularly in the eastern half, that is neither
e nor very fertile ; but of this later.
e first glimpse of Ontario and English Canada that many
gers have is the run by the Canadian Pacific up the southern
of the Ottawa, which forms the provincial boundary, though
ere within sight of the river. It is not interesting, nor
y way equal to the Ontario on which one's thoughts have
hitherto running throughout this chapter; at any rate, it
t characteristic. Sometimes you are in a French country,
very much so. At Rigaud, for instance, a beautiful old
:h manor-house dominates the village, as Town Hall
tless nowadays, while gilded church spires at various
s shoot heavenwards, telling their unmistakable tale. Then,
., districts unmistakably English border the railway track;
and crude settlements, and not the best of land; high
t houses, L-shaped and ugly as want of taste and paint can
them. The square fields of the Anglo-Canadian are here,
vith the snake fence in its rawest and most straggling con1, and stretches of cedar swamp and forest, and frequent fields
ing with fresh stumps of the height that clearing the bush in
eason of deep snow entails. It is a flat landscape, for the
part and uninspiring ; a second, if not a third-class, country
considerable portion at any rate of the hundred and fifteen
to Ottawa. The last time I went through it, however, was
: different conditions, and on a February afternoon, the
st month of winter, and on one of its colder days. The
lometer was fifteen below zero. The rays of a drooping
treamed over a virgin surface of frozen snow, hardly broken
e tops of the fences, which just peered above the dazzling
K
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surface. All stumps and ragged patches lay beneath
beautiful pure carpet, which reflected every glory as th<
waned into sunset and died out in brief twilight. The 1
steads, log or frame, with every living thing gathered round
protecting shelter, threw up their blue smoke-wreaths and
mute and devoid of active life, their crudeness buried be
the friendly pall, the woods behind them dark with everg
the leafless foliage of the hardwood forests above them m
delicate tracings against the wintry sky.
The story of Ottawa is romantic. About a hundred
ago an American settler was the sole inhabitant of the \
After twenty years of his own company he apparently we
of it, and sold the opposite side of the river, namely
present site of the city, for two hundred dollars. A few
afterwards the Rideau Canal was built to enable ships t
between the two Canadas without exposing themselve
American interruption in case of war. The entrance was j
a mile below the Chaudiere Falls and the head of Ottawa
gation from the St. Lawrence. This fact, and the increase (
lumber business gradually swelled Bytown, as the backv
village was then called, to the respectable size of ten thoi
souls. When at the approach of Canadian Federatioi
struggle over the site of the Dominion capital waxed
Montreal, Quebec, Toronto, and Kingston were all ir
running; but eventually, following the example of the U
States, it was decided to place the capital with a view to
venience, and to silence all wrangling by breaking fresh gr<
and in i860 the present King laid the foundation-stone 0
Parliament buildings. The name of Bytown was then 1
changed to Ottawa. By 1865 the Government buildings
finished, and ever since then the new capital has been
qualifying for its exalted position. And, indeed, the latter a
tive might be used in two senses, for the Parliament houses s
on a lofty hill looking down upon the Ottawa and over
stretches of plain, forest, and mountain beyond it. No Go^
ment in the world probably is more proudly seated. Indeee
view both of this fine block of buildings and the view from i
among the sights of Canada. The buildings are in the mc
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c style, chaste and pure; the material is light-coloured
sandstone, which even a short forty years have mellowed
Dleasing tones, while red sandstone facings around doors
windows give happy touches of relief. Here in the main
ng are included the Senate Chamber and the House of
nons, with their attendant corridors and private rooms,
tached wings rising on either hand are the various Governdepartments of State, finance, public works, agriculture,
a, and the rest. But the most beautiful of all is the library,
L is circular in form, and partly detached and highly
ated within. It contains nearly a quarter of a million of
; beautifully shelved on the choicest Canadian woods, and
>r long possessed an eminent librarian. To this delightful
spacious treasure-house the fortunate citizens of Ottawa
virtually free access. Well-kept grounds of four or five
surround the buildings, and I hardly know whether the
Dk from them is the more striking when the far-spreading
ect beneath is locked in the white rigours of winter, from
rozen river at your feet to the snowy undulations of the
It Laurentian hills, or whether in summer, when you may
I a garden seat at the verge of the leafy precipice and
b the glorious outlook at your leisure.
There are, I
re, some three hundred million feet of lumber sawn up at
va. every year, and as you look down on the river, some five
I hundred yards in width, the magnitude of the lumber
;st is evident enough. The town of Hull, on the opposite
, reveals itself as wholly absorbed in the collection, cutting
ad shipping of logs that have been floated from distant
:s far away by the banks of tributary streams and lakes,
ing up the river, but a mile away, the towns of Hull and
wa. seem to draw together amid a perfect confusion of
^r-stacks, sheds, saw-mills, and tumbling water. These are
pis of the Chaudi£re, so split up, chained and harnessed
lectrical and saw-mill purposes, that all trace of the old
al channels around which the early voyageurs and traders
$0 portage their canoes has vanished. Almost as I write
has come of immense fires raging through these lumber
I of Hull and the Chaudiere and the lower levels of
K 2
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Ottawa. In winter the whole river below the Parlia
buildings is frozen tight, and traversed by crowds of hi
beings on foot and in vehicles. I recently witnessed the fi
trotter in the United States break his "ice record," and <
the mile in two minutes and ten seconds on the Ottav
the presence of thousands of spectators all standing 01
ice. The Chaudiere, too, at this winter season presents a cu
spectacle from the bridge which connects Hull and Ot
The clear dark-brown water which distinguishes these fe
born rivers breaks from beneath fantastic cones of glitterini
and races downwards between pendant columns of frozen wa
gigantic icicles, which hang from every pier and buttress, t
great ice-bound calm below. The winter climate of Otta
rigorous, but brilliant and invigorating. The well-to-do ele
being large in the population of near seventy thousand
country roads, running like white ribbons through the pervc
green of the spruce and fir woods, are musical with the tinl
sleigh bells on Saturday afternoons and Sundays; and the al
noiseless rush of fast trotting horses bearing their fur-clad dr
over the smooth-beaten snow is continually in the ear s\
you be then taking your walks abroad. For the politiciar
business man, or the gentleman of leisure, of which there
quite a few in Ottawa, the winter climate, cold as it is—a
more so than Montreal—has much to recommend it.
generally of that bright and exhilarating frigidity which
stranger believes to be the prevailing winter characteristic c
his Majesty's Canadian dominions when, that is to say, he
not believe it to continue for most of the year. For the in
man, who takes a few brisk short walks a day—though, h]
way, not many people walk very briskly on ice-coated side-v
—from one heated house to another, with an occasional loit
a sunny, sheltered corner, and who goes skating or snow-she
in his leisure hours, the cold, clear winter is delightful. Wh<
the men who work out of doors at slow jobs or the farmers
haul in hay or oats from the country would be so enthusias'
another matter. And by the same token it is surprising 1
misleading stuff the casual correspondent will sometimes
home for publication. This does not matter when Frt
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any, or Italy are the t h e m e ; but in Canada hundreds of
are eagerly turned with half-formed notions perhaps of
ig it their future home, and such readers have no means
Iging of the qualifications of the writer, nor do they realise
long it takes to know a colony and how deceptive first
ssions often are. I took up a well-known London evening
in the Rideau Club one day last winter in Ottawa, and found
columns an article dated from that same comfortable and
table establishment on one of the last days of November,
climate of Canada," said this hopeless but anonymous
[dual, " is a trifle hotter in summer and a little colder in
r than that of England." W e will let the summer go as
enough, only wishing that the English variety was a little
like the Canadian. But as to the other business—the
was dated evidently on one of those belated autumn days
lay often get in Canada, and the writer, who was preaching
some air of authority, and particularly to the intending
ant, described how he was himself seated at the open
>w of an unheated room, treating the incident quite as
al and as a good climatic illustration. Now that very
it so happens, the thermometer from the Rockies to
ipeg was between ten and twenty degrees below zero,
was there. Four days later, our friend at Ottawa, if he were
d only a guileless being and not a brazen-faced boomer,
have been astonished, for the mercury was registering
en below" in that city. I am saying nothing against a
dian winter. T h e townsmen, at any rate, enjoy it; but
ne a man who would describe it a "little colder than
m d " turned loose to influence readers on the infinitely
subtle question of North American agriculture as affecting
imigrant. And, again, as I write, I note a breezy article from
ler " occasional correspondent," evidently making his first
lintance with Winnipeg, from which vantage-point he
ns his readers, among other more harmless things gathered
cond hand, that any young Englishman—alluding to the
>erienced soft-handed class—can get twenty-five dollars a
h and his keep on a farm. W h a t is one to say to such stuff
is, and cruel stuff, too ? T h e same writer alludes also in airy
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fashion to the lumber camps in winter as a fine source of v
earning to the same type. I wonder if he had ever see
lumber camp or had any notion, in the first place, of
technical knowledge and strength required, and in the see
the kind of men a youth of this sort would have to eat, si
and work with for months together. The shanty-men of
Ottawa and elsewhere are picturesque people in the abstract,
fill their place in the social economy of Canada admirably,
pigging it with an illiterate " Homesteader " on the open pr
would be a paradise for a lad of refined bringing up to a l
in a lumber shanty for the winter. Putting other things asi<
think I see a young Canadian of the same class doing it!
And while speaking of lumbering there is a curious mixtui
French, Scotch and Irish settlements up the banks of the Otl
for forty or fifty miles above the city.. The French are r
cosmopolitan here than elsewhere, having been so long associ
with the others in the various branches of the lumbering ti
The two races may be said to meet more or less on com
ground along the course of the Ottawa which divides the
vinces, and if the French are the more numerous, they are
the only farmers who bring their produce into market. L
bering, however, develops settlement, the shanty-man
river driver often settling down into the farmer and increa
his clearing and comforts in his off months, till his sons perl
drop the river and the saw-mill altogether for the plo
moderate their language, restrain their fighting instincts,
subside into respectable Canadian agriculturists.
The Dominion Parliament meets about the end of Feb™
and the length of the session depends entirely on the work t
accomplished. The Senate contains about seventy meml
who are elected for life, and performs much the same poli
functions as the House of Lords in this country. The L(
House has about two hundred and thirty, and the membei
both draw allowances of fifteen hundred dollars a year
mileage. It will be perhaps enough to say that the Governr
is conducted on practically the same lines as at Westminste
a Prime Minister and Cabinet, representing the party in pe
for the time and responsible to the country. I do not t!
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t of the various departments and their duties or a detailed
ription of the two chambers, which are large and handsome,
esirable here, as so many books of reference will furnish
e and other like details to the enquiring soul, while the
:ral reader probably does not want them. Ottawa, with its
iderable army of civil servants always in residence, to say
ing of its professional and mercantile population, is never
loss for society. But during the session it is a very gay
e indeed. T h e Rideau Club, to which nearly every clubable
lent, politician, and visitor belongs permanently or tempoy, is a notable institution ; but in the matter of hotels, as at
nipeg, there is room for improvement. T h e residential p a r t
ie city is, for obvious reasons, unusually large, and stretches
: from the two main business streets in a series of parallelois of leafy avenues bordered by private residences to suit
DUS incomes. T h e whole city and suburbs are served by the
irable service of electric cars possessed by every city and
1 in Canada, and are of course lit by electricity generated
he all-powerful Chaudiere. Perhaps it is when waiting at a
tt corner for one of the less frequently running tramcars that
best realises the meaning of " twenty below." Beneath the
2au on which the best of the city stands, the Rideau canal
river, some distance apart, and over flats covered with
ibler buildings, flow into the Ottawa. Away beyond the
;r, and practically in the country, is Rideau Hall, the
ernor-GeneraFs residence—a plain but roomy mansion
ding high in large well-wooded grounds. T o say that this
great rendezvous of Ottawa society is perhaps hardly necesI but characteristic gatherings are those on the skating-rink
»ining the house, where many of the best exponents of the
in Canada may from time to time be seen, L a d y Minto
elf and her daughter being among the very best lady
ormers in the Dominion.
Waltzing and hockey have
ainly dethroned figure skating from its old position in
ada, and the best figure skaters in the world now are proiy to be found among Englishmen who spend their winters
Switzerland and have the leisure, denied to most Canadians,
vork constantly at it. Earnscliff, near the lodge gates of
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Rideau Hall, and finely perched on the cliffs above the Otta 1
is also an interesting house from having been the residence
the last years of his life of Sir John Macdonald, the forem
statesman any British colony has yet bred. A promin
Ottawa lady now owns the property, and has added somew
to the house; but much of it, including the dining-room, stai
as the greatest statesman and chief author of Canadian federat
left it, and is duly held in honour.
T h e fact that not greatly divergent views on the tariff quest
is all that for the moment seriously separates the two politi
parties seems in no way to have abated the ancient rivalry i
sometimes even rancour that divided them when a wider \
yawned between them. There is always Tnuch bitterness amc
the rank and file in regard to the accusations of malpracti
that each hurls against the other. If one was to believe th
all, the Parliament buildings of Ottawa would surely seem
ripe as the cities of the plain for some appalling demonstrat
of divine retribution. T h e man outside politics does not prof
to know much about i t : he is too busy, but he generally reve
himself as a pessimist when pressed for an opinion, nor does
always require pressing. T h a t the personnel of the House
Commons is declining in those standards which go to rrn
desirable legislators is the opinion of some people who rea
should be good judges ; that the standard of culture has declir
among the people's representatives I have on the very b
authority conceivable; and that the French members in t
respect are ahead of the English is, I believe, indisputable,
the good reason that more of them have had a classical edu
tion than the others. Still, the business of the country up
the whole is cheaply and efficiently managed, though things ;
done at elections beyond a doubt which the bare suspicion of
the British Parliament would rouse all England.

Graver questions than have ever cropped up seem likely, ho
ever, to agitate Canadians in the near future. T o disci
Imperial defence, or preferential tariffs, or trade-within-tl
Empire is not within the province of this modest work ; t
that these matters will force themselves upon the attention
both British and Canadian in the near future seems now
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nty. It would be as well, however, for Englishmen to
nber that Canadians differ as much in opinions as they do
selves. When an English correspondent has written to Sir
id Laurier and got his opinion expressed in guarded
age on some international matter, he publishes it in a
paper as a final opinion of Canadians generally. Such action
tldish, for, of course, he has merely secured a reply from
ty leader. Then again, there are Canadians of the old>ned Tory and almost militant order, full of picturesque
nent, more loyal than any Primrose League dame, and who
1 scarcely regard the catastrophe of a war with the United
s without some secret satisfaction. The sentiments of
m Canada I have already touched upon, so far as I feel
ied to. As regards English Canada, there is no doubt that
rtachment to union with the Mother Country is universal,
5 greater than it was in the seventies. But you will most
*dly find in the average Canadian a dislike to being drawn
entanglements and definite obligations, nor has he usually
anxious to argue on broad Imperial lines. We in this
ry are sitting in the centre of a great Empire, on a small
Deopled island with no dreams of local expansion to disus and our thoughts. Our conversation and theories roam
Dur possessions throughout the world however little we may
nally know about them. But the Canadian is wrapped up
own country. He feels bigger and stronger and prouder
than he ever did before. He thinks of it more as a nation
ps than a colony. He has worked hard without any very
reward for several generations,, and now the grinding
jery is over and his hour would seem to have come. His
erritory has revealed itself to be greater, more fertile, more
lerable, more habitable than even he had thought it.
w this does not seem to me in my humble judgment to have
d the average Canadian towards a more clearly defined and
rated scheme of partnership with the Mother Country
5 a higher price for produce can be secured without any
sponding sacrifice. For the greater part of the past year I
seen and spoken to no one else but Canadians by birth or
don, and that not in a single town or province, but all the
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way from Halifax to Victoria inclusive. Allowing of course
many extremes, the prevailing note that I myself have struc
a desire to be let alone, and a distrust of schemes that mi
prove entangling. This may be selfish, and English writers
Imperial subjects who have caught echoes of it do not fail to
so. But the Canadian will point to the South African W a r
proof of his practical loyalty. A n d it seems likely t h a t he
continue to prefer the bond of such obligations to be on<
sentiment rather than of statute. But, with the promise of s
burning questions about to emanate from Westminster, I will
nothing, unless indeed to set down the general estimate tha
about fifteen years the Canadian North-West will supply eno
wheat for the whole demands of Great Britain is of any hel]
the reader in forming his opinions on Imperial unity, polil
or commercial. And this would surely smother any revi
attempts to make wmeat-growing general in England.
Under the present conditions and present prices (fifty
cents a bushel), the wheat farmers of North-Western Canada
doing so well that the Canadian Government is inviting pe<
from every part of the world to come and participate in tl
good things. T h e present price of stock, too, is notorio
remunerative in Canada. T h e plain man may be pardoned
asking why the tax-laden British consumer should be expe<
to contribute from his industry to the further enriching of
Canadian who is proclaiming, and justly too, his extraordir
prosperity under existing conditions.
Will the prospec
benefits of a limited number of manufactures and a presum;
increase of wages in a fraction of the population, provided t
are realised, make up for the increased price of food si
to those whose power to purchase it cannot increase, and for
perennial sore feeling engendered by such a move. Engl
will become again a wheat-growing country, it is said. For 3
long ? When the Canadian North-West in fifteen years j
duces enough wheat for us, and as now with profit at sixl
shillings a quarter, where will the English wheat grower be tj
and the handful of people he has " attracted back to the laj
to reinvigorate English blood ? There will be another crisis, i
the 'eighties. The lesson that the Ontario farmer, under exaj
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: conditions of England, only with fewer advantages, has learnt
admirably, namely, to be virtually independent of wheat and
pretty well, will be postponed indefinitely. English farmers
0 have been adapting themselves to other methods, not
hout success, will be tempted back into old paths, the end of
ich would surely be in sight. While other farmers, who have
rnt no lessons from the enormous importation of dairy stuff
>erior to theirs, will become more hopelessly impassive.
iet I have been told by several Canadians within the past
tr that this is Great Britain's last chance; that we are at the
ting of the ways ; that if we take the wrong step it is the
rvocable path to—what? Twenty years ago the Canadian
such a frame of mind would have said annexation, now he
s independence. Personally, I believe that to be the ultimate
tiny of Canada, not so much from any logical reasoning, but
:ause it seems to lurk in the back of the mind of so many
sible and loyal Canadians known to me, who have no
t of desire for any such climax.
\ seat in the Canadian House of Commons carries with it no
d of social distinction. Nothing but the highest rungs of the
itical ladder count for anything at all in the social circles of
»ntreal, Toronto, Quebec, or Hamilton. This of course is
rely in accord with other democratic governments, and is
vi table. Ottawa has its political and social gatherings, the
\ an ex-officio business, and the other based on ordinary society
is. In this respect it is a miniature Washington, and provides
ood deal of entertainment to those of the social and higher
itical circles who find such in the harmless vanities or the
barrassments and disenchantments of their unsophisticated
ghbours who would fain " see the town." In Ottawa society,
vever, French and English mingle more perhaps than on
1 other stage, and speaking of the former, you come across
e and there an old French-Canadian family of Huguenot
fraction who have somehow contrived to remain Protestants,
i yet prominent. It is very rare, but one such occurs to
in Ottawa itself from the fact that I happen to know
feral of its members in various parts of Canada. Frenchnadian Catholics form the majority of the working and
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middle classes of Ottawa. There is a Catholic Cathedral i
a college of five hundred students, while the City Hall and
chief rifle range in Canada complete the leading features of
civic life. T h e Supreme Court of Appeal of course sits in
capital, though it is somewhat poorly housed in the west bh
of the Parliament buildings.
In company with a legal friend, who was on duty,
attended the opening of the Court in this past February, 1
formed, I think, the sole outside audience. T h e six judg
French and English, in their scarlet and ermine, were on
bench, and the barristers in their gowns and bands (wigs
not worn) below. T h e first appeal was on behalf of a Fren
Canadian Member of Parliament elect, who had been unsea
by the Quebec Courts for corruption. T h e advocates on b
sides were pleading in English with a French accent, wl
the Bench, half-English, half-French, and one of the latter vv
an English title, in the seat of honour beneath the Royal A n
made a suggestive and interesting tableau.
T h e Militia of the Dominion is controlled from the Dep<
ment at Ottawa, and forms, with the exception of the Brit
garrisons at Halifax and Esquimault, the sole defensive fo
of the country. I t is divided into a small permanent foi
practically regulars, and numerous regiments, whose dul
correspond to the Volunteers of the United Kingdom. 1
permanent force consists of a regiment of Dragoons, a Field a
Garrison division of Artillery, some Mounted Rifles in \
North-West, and a regiment of Infantry distributed in a b
five depots.
T h e ordinary Militia has eleven regiments of Cavalry, a c\
siderable force of Field and Garrison Artillery and Enginei
a small A r m y Service Corps and nearly a hundred regiments
Infantry. These are numbered, but for the most part hi
territorial or fancy designations as well. Many of them j
entirely French, while none are mixed to any appreciable exti
Such are the 61st (Regiment de M o n t m a g n y ) ; 64th (Chate;
guay and Beauharnois R e g i m e n t ) ; the 65th (Carabiniers Mo)
Royal) ; 84th (St. Hyacinthe), and many more. Then thj
are Highland regiments, like the 79th of Quebec, the 48th
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onto, as well as Rangers, Rifles, Fusiliers and Grenadiers,
le the Governor-General's body-guard takes social precece of all, and has been commanded for eighty years by
Elbers of the same name and family, a well-known one in
onto. The total strength of all arms is about forty thousand,
here is a great deal of very keen Volunteer soldiering in
ada, while it is needless to say that the many thousand
:rans who have returned from active service in South Africa
e not only infused fresh life into the Militia force but form
rlement invaluable to its spirit and efficiency. The Military
ege at Kingston is an institution of which Canada is justly
ad. Great numbers of the best class of youths pass through
r their ordinary education. Its discipline, and esprit de corps
admirable, and a certain number of commissions in the
rish Army are given every year to the most successful cadets
> wish for them. For the rest, it forms a fine training school
the officers of Canada's defensive forces.
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CHAPTER VI.

T H E Province of Ontario appeals to the enquiring Englis
man from a different standpoint to that of Quebec. The latt
is in some sense a little foreign nation under our flag. We <
not go there to see how our own transatlantic friends ai
relatives are getting on ; nor do we ever regard it as a possit
home for any more of them. Its interest for Englishmen
indirect, political, picturesque; and as this work is not expect
to treat elaborately of those political, ecclesiastical and raci
problems afforded by the inclusion of French Canada in
British Confederation, I had no option but to touch lightly <
the various features of French-Canadian life as they suggest
themselves by a visit to its most characteristic parts, assisted 1
an old acquaintance with Canada generally. Ontario I fe
must be handled in a somewhat different way. Neither i
people nor its landscape are as picturesque as those of Quebe
though in other ways they should both have more interest f
us. A driving tour, for instance, through the farming distric
say from Kingston to Goderich on Lake Huron, some tx
hundred and odd miles, though unprecedented, I am quite su
as a performance would be pleasant enough for anyone for
of driving, and certainly instructive. The roads would 1
sufficiently good ; the country as highly civilised, minus counti
houses and parks, as Northampton, Bucks, and Oxfordshire, i
thickly occupied to the eye and of about the same avera|
physical contour, though in some few parts almost as hilly ;
Devonshire. There would however be scarcely any counterpa
of the English rural village, but plenty of country towns of fros
two thousand to ten thousand people en route. There would t
at least two considerable homesteads in Ontario for every one i
the counties just named, for the simple reason that the farn
average all through somewhat less than half the size, and will, j
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rreat majority of cases be the freehold of the men who farm
1 The homesteads, though twice as numerous, will be on
vhole about equal in size, comfort, and solidity to those of
hree hundred acre English farmer and quite as ornamental in
:ture and external surroundings, always excepting, of course,
* ancient buildings that still here and there in old England
;ht the eye. As the farms are smaller, so too are the
5, ten acres being perhaps the u m \ A modern Arthur
tag would thoroughly enjoy such a trip : a modern autoilist perhaps find it dull, if passing objects, that is to say,
2 at all within his scheme of enjoyment. In spring, summer,
autumn too, the landscape will be always pleasing, if a bit
t in a dry July or August. How indeed can fine and
id foliage, growing or ripening crops, pasture and hay
dows, clear and rippling streams (for the Ontario rivers are
sluggish like those of our English midland and southern
ties) be otherwise. But there cannot, of course, be overh variety where there are no old buildings, no history, no
But there
p and an almost uniform social level of freeholders.
evertheless, a continuity of pleasing domestic landscape,
as would astonish those many Englishmen who believe
ida to consist mainly of backwoods, and save for the rail
es it is not unlike England. A real acquaintance with two
iree stretches of a dozen miles and with the people who live
son in as many parts of Ontario would give a stranger as
plete an idea of country life and scenery as if he travelled
striously all over the province. I propose, then, to treat
irio under the four distinct heads into which it naturally
—the city, the country town, the farming districts and the
iwoods. Nearly all the books on Canada by English
sllers that I have ever seen, deal with two features only of
adian life—its institutions and social festivities, particularly
ice carnivals and winter palaces of the big cities on the one
1 and the camping and sporting pleasures of the backds on the other; the two extremes, in short, between
h the great bulk of the Canadian people live. Even
jraphers have conspired to obscure the most substantial and
nlous and wealthy part of Canada in the eyes of outsiders.

I:
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In the best English atlases, the solitary page given to d
Canada is mainly filled by the wilderness portion, the*
crowding the home of four million busy fellow citizens in!
meagre strip in a corner perfectly useless for geograph
identification. Even in the Times Atlas, Denmark, wit
smaller population, of relatively no interest whatever to us
never visited, occupies more than four times the space oi
populated Ontario and Quebec. Cuba occupies more than ti
the area, Sicily a great deal more! Why should not one pag
devoted to the great wilderness areas and another to
practical geography and the portion which contains the mas
human interest ? The guide books to Canada, however, 1
good maps in reasonable proportion, and I take it for grai
that people going there will possess themselves of either Mui
Baedeker, or Appleton, for no other work can take the p
of a guide book. If it does, it of necessity becomes
those invaluable publications, unreadable. The estimate
which the public hold a guide book is based on its prad
qualities, not on its excursions into the field of literary dec
tion or its indifferent illustrations of the places which its rea<
are going to visit in the flesh. The fireside reader mighl
pleased with illustrations, if he had a taste for the abst
reading of guide books, but the man on his travels wants m
And speaking of this, if the compilers of the innumerable si
and useful " folders " and pamphlets that are distributed in
interest of steamboats and railroads in Canada could hear
criticisms on them they would put a little less photogra
and a little more geography into them.
Now in Ontario there are four cities of the first class bes
Ottawa, namely, Toronto, the rival of Montreal, with a pop
tion of some two hundred and thirty thousand and
characteristics of a capital; Hamilton and London, of at
sixty and forty thousand respectively, to the westward ;
Kingston, the old cradle of Eastern Ontario ; this last m
smaller, but of special importance as a military, academic,
in consequence a social centre.
There are forty country towns of over four thousand inhabits
and for the most part under ten. Some of these have spr
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importance since Sir John Macdonald inaugurated the
ional Policy" and high Protection, and Ontario became a
facturing as well as a farming province. Others are purely
lltural centres of stationary habit, and often, till quite
tly, the stronghold of a group of families of the " Family
>act " type, if not literally of the connection. Little towns
Jrockville, Coburg, Port Hope, Peterborough, and Belleville,
tstern Ontario, and Woodstock, Simcoe, Guelph, Goderich,
•thers to the west of Toronto, were of this character, Thirty
ago this element was still strong, and gave a character all
own to such places. Absolute country life—living on the
that is to say, and by its products, whether as farmer or
Drd—never had attractions for the upper classes in Canada,
: I repeat with less reluctance, as the question is so often
I in England. From earliest times they drifted together,
ing their houses in the towns and big villages, and following
I main the learned professions or filling the government
s. I have already told how this class developed in the
days of Ontario. Most of the small towns had a group
iding families, English in habit and of strong English
:ions, who set the tone and fixed the limits of local society.
e limits, perhaps, were not very rigid, but by comparison to
:rn times they seem so, and life certainly went pleasantly
[g a circle of people who all knew one another intimately,
mostly in similar circumstances, had shaken off the more
ss formalities of English life, while retaining much that
best in it. The chartered banks of Canada, again, have
^s been a source of great pride to Canadians, and fill a
fon in the social life of the country which reflects this
ide. The old families acquired large interests in them at
pnception, and sent their sons freely into their service, and
pDy set a fashion which still gives the Canadian bank clerk
|al position quite different from that enjoyed by his class,
ring broadly, in any other country.
)te most faithful reproduction of English life was sedulously
|ated, or, one should perhaps say, came naturally to these
lei Such sport as Canada afforded was even then as avail|to the town lawyer or civil servant as to the farmer, for
L
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ducks and deer were not found in the cleared farming lands,]
was Ontario ever a riding country in any sense of the wj
There was everything to keep the gentry class gregariouj
their modes of life, though enthusiasts from the old country h
never been wanting to try the other thing at all times from 1
day to this. But the glory of the Canadian country town, tl
or four large ones excepted, has from this point of i
departed* Toronto has sucked them nearly all dry, and gathe
into itself almost all the surviving representatives of the <j
Wrho, passing rich on modest incomes in the old days, entertaj
each other and strangers with simple and cheery hospitalityj
I am perfectly aware this last statement would be recei
with a shout of indignation by many a youth and maiden i
lead quite festive lives in one or other of the aforesaid com
towns, and would be traversed from another point of viewi
the retort that the wealth and population of many of them
notoriously increased. Now we are of course on ticklish gro
here, and dealing with matters subtler than mere swallow
coats, or dollars, or population; but I want, even at the risl
being misunderstood, to try and give the reader a notion of
social lights and shades in Canada. Truth compels me to <
fess that he would be told by Society in the cities that the cou:
towns of Ontario, with very few exceptions, had gone enti
to the dogs in this respect. The explanation of this is of cd
simple. The old families, with their conservative social vi
have left, died out, scattered, or been submerged. More de
cratic notions have naturally in these times flourished, and m;
facturers and shopkeepers have made money quickly ui
Protection in the last twenty years. It is not that the coui
towns are less gay than in days of yore, when they sent so n
of their daughters to follow the drum of English regiments,
the dancers and the leaders of to-day are for the most
sprung from another class, who know not Joseph, or, ral
whom Joseph did not know. The plain old assembly rooms
replaced by much finer ones, and are trod by the airy fee
young people whose fathers have risen to affluence from
beginnings of a modest shop, or as spinners, machine-mal
millers, and had battened, as the Free Traders would say, at
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mse of the farmer and the annuitant. The professional men
ie country towns, too—the doctors, lawyers, and clergymen
2 much more rarely of the old sort, and more often the sons
rmers or storekeepers, who have profited by the educational
ntages Canada offers to the people, and risen a step in the
,1 scale. The bank clerks still retain something of the old
al prestige, and with a combined force of fifteen to thirty in
ttle towns, fill a place not wholly unlike that of a military
son in social life. There is a good deal of esprit de corps in
hartered banks outside mere financial matters. Other things
y equal, the directors still like to have personable young
of good family, who will keep up the bank's credit in social
Though salaries are small and prospects only very modethe leading banks have always attracted this class in good
bers, and they have set the tone, though the " Laudator
•oris acti" will tell you that things have changed in this
;ct also. With the increasing wealth of Canada, however,
the greater facilities for money-making, there are signs that
\ honourable but small salaried positions will be less sought
by the best young men. It is much easier now, for instance,
I a youth into a chartered bank than it was ten or twenty
; ago. It is a far better and more interesting life in every
than its equivalent in England. Some young Englishmen
done well in it, but it is melancholy to add that many have
1 to give satisfaction, and that, too, in a career where only
tary application and sense are required. It was somewhat
*ul to be told by a friend who is manager of one of the
branches of a chartered bank in the North-West, that so
I disappointments of this kind had occurred that instruchad come to him from headquarters to recommend no more
g Englishmen.
ie great chartered banks of Canada are run upon the Scotch
m of ahead office with branches in all parts of the Dominion,
n which has proved well suited to the needs of a large and
Ing country. They are under somewhat stringent GovernI supervision. Failures have been practically unknown for
,&st quarter of a century, and their business is sound and
table. The ancient dislike of the Americans to anything
L 2
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approaching real national banks is still shown in paradox
fashion by the so-called national banks spread all over
country operating as independent and separate units over t
own small areas, and having no pretension to the dignity
indeed, the serenity of the chartered banks of Canada.
These last issue notes of five dollars and upwards to the ex
of their actually paid-up capital, and, moreover, are compe
to deposit with the Government an amount equal to five
cent, upon their average circulation. The Government issue
two, and four dollar notes and upwards, and forty per cen
the cash revenues of the chartered banks must be in these ne
The reserve or "rest" account of the banks is very large, in se
cases approaching very nearly to the amount of their cap
They pay nowadays three to four per cent, interest on dep<
and usually about ten per cent, to their stockholders, i
carrying over a sufficient amount to their reserve. The
that the stock of all of them stands at from 220 to 240 is perl
the best testimony, in a country where five per cent, is the
on gilt edge mortgage, to their reputation. It is held ma
by Canadians; the double liability of shareholders under Cana<
law acts as a deterrent to foreigners who do not realise the si
tion, and very naturally rank a Canadian bank with sin
institutions in Australia or South Africa.
The country towns of Canada, small as they are, do no
I have said, content themselves with being what we call ma
towns in the old country. The water power of Ontario
extremely good. Though the settled part of the provinc
fertile and fairly smooth, the rivers and brooks flow with
velocity of a mountain country, and enable flour and saw mills
manufactories of all kinds to aid the prosperity of most of
small towns, while pork packing, cheese, and butter facte
are found in others, proving of the utmost assistance to ne
bouring farmers. The woollen factories of Paris—to tafc
chance instance, in a small town, sufficiently bombastic in m
but picturesque in situation on the Grand River—employ sj
eight hundred hands, chiefly girls, though the population is
three thousand, and it is the seat also of a large plough fac
Brantford, again, on the same river, ten miles off, is nj
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*r, and gives work to proportionately more people, the great
sey-Harris Agricultural Machinery Company, among other
ltford industries, being of world-wide fame. Peterborough
large electrical engineering works besides other flourishing
stries. Owen's Sound, on the Georgian Bay, builds ships,
in makes buttons and scores of other useful things. Gait
articularly famous for its large output of machinery, and
exhaustive list of everything made in iron, from a boiler
twenty-five ton safe to a p i n ; while Guelph turns out organs,
bs, small machines and scientific farmers, the flourishing
cultural college of the province, and one of the best in
*rica, being there situated.
But these merely random
wices of country towns, once only centres of supply, where
>ers dealt, and little coteries of professional or ex-military '
>le lived pleasantly on earned or inherited incomes, are now
1 another footing and have ambitions far beyond the passing
I T h e big cities threatened to suck them dry of their more
litive prosperity, as they did of their local aristocracy, or, at
I to sap their energy, when the tariff of 1879 came to their
stance ; and whether it prove in the end detrimental or other, at any rate kindled their commercial energies, and changed
condition of Ontario life. Railroads, as every one knows,
two-edged swords, and Ontario is a network of railroads,
le they carry off produce to the best markets, they attract
itry purchasers of manufactured articles at the same time to
big cities, to the detriment of the local shopkeeper. But
e the purchasing power of the country towns in Ontario has
(me very large, it is mainly represented by the well-paid
ans, men and women who, for obvious reasons, spend their
py at home. T h e leading manufacturers, and the class who
Se by them, may do some of their shopping in Toronto (the
Is particularly), but when life and vigour takes hold of a
latlantic country town, and a spirit of emulation arises, local
iotism also waxes strong, and may be fairly assumed in a
jeountry, at any rate, to partially check the tendency of
|>erous people to spend their money in the big cities,
fthink the stores (a word, by the way, which has long outfn its old backwoods significance of entrepot and is exactly
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equivalent to shop) of an average country town would surp
most English people, whose originally vague notions of r
Canada have probably grafted themselves on to the now fam
look of the rude little towns of South Africa, which the accic
of war and its accompanying literature have made famous. ]
Canadian town of eight or ten thousand people the shop wind
and the show rooms before Christmas, in the matter of millii
and every kind of glass and fancy ware, will exceed anythin
be found in a town of equal size in England. One exam
perhaps, may be better than many general statements. A fri
thoroughly conversant with such matters on both sides of
Atlantic tells me that in the principal millinery store of
country town, sixty miles west of Toronto, and with a pop
tion of only twelve thousand, there are large annual cons
ments of ladies' hats imported direct from Paris, which
a ready local sale at from ten to thirty dollars apiece,
business buildings everywhere are now of stone or brick,
the sidewalks, formerly of wood, have been mostly relaie
concrete. T h e streets are wide and frequently of asp]
Most towns of ten or twelve thousand people have an ele<
street car service, and even the smaller ones have been lit
electricity for twenty years. T h e heavily-loaded telephone
telegraph poles which line the streets in Canadian towns
cities are undoubtedly something of an eyesore. On the o
hand, the telephone system, which is in common use 1
in business and in private life, is an enormous saving of troi
and labour. There are, as a rule, both collegiate and
ordinary public schools, for secondary and primary educal
both for girls and boys, practically free. A reading room,
with the frequent addition of a public library, is unive
Nor is it, perhaps, necessary to add that there are scar
any very poor people in these hives of reasonable prospe
T h e churches flourish amicably side by side. T h e Chi
of England and that of Scotland attract the greater sharj
the urban wealth and education, but the Methodists, thd
strong, too, in the country towns, have an even grej
following in the agricultural districts than the Presbyter|
while in the latter sphere the Church of England is practitj
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lere. There is little or none of the sectarian bitterness that
acterises the attitude of the various creeds in England,
gh there may sometimes be a little social soreness towards
Church of England, as there is a tendency, though not so
lg a one as in the Eastern States, for the newly-enriched,
;d in more primitive faiths, to drift in that direction. I do not
< it is generally realised in Canada that a majority of the
)x class in Scotland are Episcopalians, It would surprise
I Canadians, I think, to find the old Scotch landowning
lies of the Lothians or Fife, for instance, driving greater or
distances to the Episcopal chapel on Sunday morning, and
jng the kirk to such of the farmers and labourers who were
members of the Free Church. The Presbyterian Church in
ida is not only wealthier than its rival of the Anglican
section, but perhaps as strong, generally speaking, in
il circles.
I certain amount both of the capital and the inspiration
h has brought new life and prosperity to so many country
is, is American—and Americans are to be found in all of
1 either capitalists themselves, or holding positions of trust,
• are not among the least enthusiastic regarding the future
Canada. When one sees, too, half a dozen of these small
|s, such as Guelph, Berlin, Gait, Brantford, Paris, and
^dstock, all within ten or fifteen miles of each other, the
acter of Ontario as a manufacturing province is borne
bon one somewhat strongly, to say nothing of the three
pur larger cities on which I have not yet touched. But
e busy little towns, with their prosperous communities,
I fat farming country, seem to appeal to one's imagination
p than the great absorbing self-centred city; the local
(sets they create, the healthier life and quarters they afford
je operatives, and the occupation they offer to the superfluous
jhters of farmers within reach of home, who are making, at
jpresent time of writing, a dollar and a quarter to a dollar
I a half a day in the woollen mills. Not that farmers*
|hters form a serious proportion of the women operatives,
I of these being professionals and more or less migrants,
move your hand or foot mechanically over the same few
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inches of machinery for nine or ten hours a day from"M
end to year end must seem to many girls a heavy pricl
pay, even for the delights of the town and a surplus fund
Parisian hats.
This brings us, by its suggestiveness of the ever-prej
terror, the domestic servant question, out of the cheerful q
main street, with the great factories lying down by the rfl
side, to the residential quarters of the well-to-do, whica
Canadian country towns are generally attractive. Builc]
land has never been very dear in such places, at any rate it
always been available, and never tied and tangled up in]
settlements or encumbrances of some great neighbouring esfl
as so often happens round an English country town. Hoi
of all sizes, of wood, brick or stone, stand in neat grounds, s
able to the dimensions, The small towns have often folio]
the example of the cities in this respect and removed fl
fences, except where these consist, as is sometimes the cas^
cedar hedges, and allowed their lawns to open out on to]
sidewalk. The roads themselves are usually bordered 4
rows of maples, which are also the most popular garden trei
the country. Sometimes, a forest oak, spared by some d
chance from the axe of the early settlers, spreads its limbs c
the more recent efforts of landscape gardening, which fol
English methods and usually include a tennis or a croqj
ground. The plain square or oblong house, without decorati
save in the matter of verandah, but homelike withal, and dij
fied by half a century's growth of evergreen and creepers, j
sometimes mark the former haunt of some family of the
regime. But these are mere survivals among the gay stra
of modern villas running out along the country roads and so]
times terminating in establishments with parks and grod
that one would hesitate to classify under that unambitious ti
Indeed, I almost blush to think that I made use of the exd
sion that the glory has departed from the country town ; by
was merely to give the point of view from which a certain cj
very naturally regard the passing of a former epoch, and \&
might be called the triumph of democracy. There is as m
fun and entertaining as ever, if of a slightly different ki
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rhing parties by day and night, skating and hockey upon
open and covered rinks in the winter. Golf, a little
et, tennis and bowls in the summer, brings people in the
ler towns constantly together, while dancing seems to have
lone of the popularity it always enjoyed in Upper Canada,
: the country was cut out of the woods,
hen I first knew Canada, the families of consequence who
, say at Woodstock or Niagara, or Port Hope, naturally
no sense whatever of any provincial inferiority, to the
ty in which their friends and relatives in Toronto lived—
vould any comparisons in style or fashion between the city
the country town have been relevant when the recognised
ng class of those days were knit together by marriage and
dship, and were scattered all over the province, and in the
1 lived quite simply on small or very moderate incomes,
country town now goes in for elaborate entertainments of
:fternoon tea or supper type, and the fear of alcohol which
:s a class who have been confronted with it mainly as
vii, and connect it only with the saloon and rye whiskey,
ides the social atmosphere, and seems, as in the States,
de the circles of the smart and cosmopolitan, to turn
Dalate to a great elaboration of sweet dishes, cakes and
tes. But all these pleasant residences you see bordering
the leafy suburban avenues have their skeleton in the cupd. The judge, the retired colonel, the bank manager, the
g married lawyer of former days, with one, two or three
ur thousand dollars a year, had then their one, two or three
aits at a wage of six dollars a month. The comparatively
my people who to-day live in larger houses, cannot get
very often at any price, though here and there, by dint of
g exorbitant wages, a household may be supplied with
indifferent labour.
it, speaking broadly, outside the cities there are no servants
I had. I was recently in a pleasant little lake shore town,
ty miles from Toronto. My host's next neighbour was an
Hcan millionaire, whose family had lived there for years, but
fust been compelled to put up their shutters, owing to the
fesibility of getting domestics. In a flourishing little town,

I
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again, sixty miles to the west of the capital, a friend of mine
was struggling single-handed with a large old-fashioned p
that in England would be assessed at four maidservants and
gardeners, assured me, so far as he knew, there was not a sii
domestic in the whole town, though several hundred girls \
working in factories. The lawns were all trim, but the ow
had to get up in the morning and look after them before t
went to business. The ladies had to do both cooking
housework.. It is a curious situation. Social intercourse, h
ever, does not seem to greatly flag on this account, and
Canadian ladies of all degrees are absolutely wonderful in
way in which they meet what used to be considered an ei
gency, but has now become an almost chronic condition,
houses, to be sure, are constructed with every latest impr
ment. There is not merely a single bathroom to which
wend your way through frigid passages as with us, but i
often two or three, while in the large houses of the wealt
people each bedroom of consequence has one attached. T.
phones are universal, and the Canadian lady in every 1
worthy of the name, from Ontario to the Pacific, can give
household orders to the tradesmen, if she so pleases, witl
leaving her door, and make her social arrangements with
friends in five minutes. The houses are now fitted up wi
view to saving labour, while the furnace in the basement,
with slow-burning anthracite coal, keeps the temperature of
whole house so equable by means of heated air or water, \
open fires, for which, however, there is always provision,
matters of fancy rather than necessity. The science of ho
warming has been very naturally brought to great perfectioj
a continent distinguished for mechanical ingenuity. Indoois
in Canada, whether in palatial mansion or homely farmhel
throughout the winter is absolutely free from the atmosph
changes and trials with which the average English househcj
is continually struggling. The weather forces itself upon^
latter's notice about as much within the house as withoui
From the ice-cold room in which he dresses, to the hot smoj
room where he has his last nocturnal pipe, the day is fui
varieties of temperature. Each room and part of a room presj
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a subject for comment, for conversation, or for grumbling,
d weather it is not too much to say that the attention is
rarely withdrawn from this most unprofitable subject for
onsecutive hours. I do not know whether the fact of never
g to give a moment's thought to the subject of keeping
till you go out of doors shortens your life by one year or
1, or whether a constantly shifting temperature and cold
ic draughts about your feet, are conducive to longevity. I
t see why they should be ! The Americans keep their rooms
»o hot, I grant. The Canadians, though more moderate,
bly err upon the same side, but this has really nothing
iver to do with the matter, as the temperature can be reguEnglish people come out of a month of hard weather,
ed and sick of it, because they feel it more or less the
: of their waking hours, while the more sensitive of both
seem quite exhausted by the struggle. The Canadians
nothing of this, even though their blood is thinner. They
get tired of the long winter as a mere question of monoBut the people of the cities and towns have no reason
iver to feel the cold at all. It may seem rather strong to
lat the weather in winter does not enter into their conitions. Still, a few brisk walks of ten minutes apiece,
1 makes up the average citizen's daily outdoor life either
igland or Canada outside his recreation, are all the expe1 he has of it. And these brief exposures are much more
pleasant than not in the dry brightness of a Canadian
r. I do not think Canadians pay any penalty for the com:hey enjoy within doors during the winter season. They
s healthy, I take it, all round, as Englishmen, and certainly
lore work per head. But the suffering these unfortunate
le undergo when visiting English houses in winter is very
ine. A winter in Canada, would, I am sure, convince any
ish man or woman that he too has experienced an enormous
mt of discomfort in life that has absolutely no compensation,
or which there has been absolutely no need.
Io not think we always realise how reluctant we are to try
ling new—and yet how inconsistent. When a Canadian
merican comes over and finds, to his astonishment, perhaps,

11
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that we are twenty years behind in many matters of daily
and says so with some frankness, he is either suspected of j
some bragging, or else the rebuke is accepted with self-c
placent unction, as if there were really some merit in wastin
good deal of time every day in methods that had not even
excuse of being picturesque. Yet, when the improveri
ultimately finds its way here, and is adopted, everybody won
how they did without it. Some day, perhaps, the avei
English house will be kept warm in winter.
Now, of these forty little towns of over four thousand pe<
in Ontario, the majority resemble each other as closelj
does the farming country round them. The lake shore to
have, of course, their shipping interests with their attract
of boating and yachting ; those near the back country t
lumbering proclivities, those in the Peninsula their central z
cultural position, while all manufacture something to a gre
or less extent—machinery, boilers, engines, pumps, bedste
saws and tools of all kinds, heaters, ventilators, carpets, pi
boxes, woollen goods of all sorts. Boots are the only fam
article rarely made in Ontario, the business being mainly
fined to French Canada, where labour is cheap and the pe<
have absorbed the art, through their experience in the I
England States. For whom it may be asked, are all these 1
towns manufacturing besides their own immediate people?
glance around the harvest fields of England will discover m
a Massey-Harris reaper from Brantford, while in the enginee
world the wares of the MacCullochs, of Gait, will be foune
every clime. But Ontario's chief raison d'etre, as a manu
turing country, is, of course, the new North-West of Can
busy with its farming and mining, and the filling up of its '
fertile plains. The burning question, one need hardly saj
how much protection for the manufacturer the wheat-grov
North-West will stand. Miles of printed matter and flood
eloquence are poured out upon the tariff question in Can
by the exponents of both parties. For the plain man whj
not prepared to grapple deeply with its intricacies, it will
well to remember that the long straggling shape of the Domir
and its local detachments are its greatest difficulty. A nan

T A R I F F QUESTIONS.
of civilisation extends three thousand miles from the
itic to the Pacific, though, to be sure, it is growing broader
:grees, but not broad enough as yet to affect the situation,
maritime provinces are severed by a belt of wild country
French Canada, which again intervenes its whole length
ien the two English-speaking divisions. Ontario, as now
-stood, is cut off from the prairie provinces by nearly a
and miles of rugged wilderness, while the prairies have
everal ranges, known generically as the Rocky Mountains,
ien them and the coast strip of British Columbia,
ivould seem natural, of course, for these far-sundered pros to trade and traffic with the kindred people that in every
march with their southern border, rather than with one
ter, and Nature asserts herself with considerable force in
of sentiment and hostile tariffs. Boston is still quite
lly the hub of the universe to the Cape Breton or New
swick rustic. Chicago, Buffalo and New York are the
quarters of thousands of quick-witted Ontario youth. The
e farmers of the Far West cannot be prevented by moderate
s from getting much of their machinery from the great
ifacturing firms across the line, and a raising of the tariff
d be, from their point of view, a direct raid upon their pockets
ie benefit of Ontario. The latter, it is true, is sending her
s all over the world—to Europe and Australia, the Indies
he Cape. But in the rapidly expanding North-West there
d seem to be her great market. And in this field, as we
seen, she has to compete with the powerful trusts and
; manufacturing houses of the Middle West. It is argued—
;d it is an accepted axiom—that manufacturers, with a home
:et of ninety millions, can undersell rivals with access only
home market of five. Even farmers recognise that a
irate tariff is necessary if Canada is to manufacture any
5 own fabrics—and seem willing for the most part to conte something to a condition of things that a majority argue
itself advantageous to them as to others. But how much
will contribute is the question.
nust not drift here on to ground historically and perennially
mtious. But it will be readily seen that the tariff is a
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tremendous question to Ontario and to all Canada, and thai
Ontario manufacturer, as chiefly represented now by the 1
servative party, would push protection as far as he dare, c
he can in the face of the agricultural classes, a section of vi
are with him by party tradition. T h e strongest oppositicl
pressed too hard, would come from the West, as the p i
farmers derive no appreciable benefit from the prosperit;
these Eastern towns, though they make local markets foi
Ontario farmer. T h e actual Free Trader, or mere tariff
revenue man, seems to have for the moment dropped 01
sight in the Old Provinces though plentiful enough in the I
as may appear later. Wnen the present Liberal Govermj
came into power under Sir Wilfrid Laurier, they represel
all that there was of the old Free T r a d e party, and were suppj
to be pledged to such a serious lowering of the tariff thai?
manufacturers of Ontario were greatly alarmed, and with n
reason.
T o the relief of the latter, however, and to the surprise of 1
people, they meddled so little with the existing state of tB
that the Conservatives and Protectionists point with triuj
to the indisputable advantages of the policy which Sir j
Macdonald inaugurated in 1879.
T h e country is virta
committed to Protection, and with the great prosperity of
moment who can wonder. Nor, again, is it surprising t h a i
party, now in opposition, are emboldened to cry for anel
dose of a stimulant that has apparently worked such wondej
or, to speak more literally, that the manufacturers themselves
encouraged to press for still greater profits. T o the ordii
man, going about the country from east to west and noting
present contentment and prosperity of every class, it would i
the very height of folly to deliberately disturb so happy a |
dition and vex the souls of farmers for the further gaii
manufacturers, who in many lines at the present moij
cannot nearly fill their orders. I will venture to say thai
immense majority of people in Canada would agree with]
ordinary man, but there are, of course, side issues innumea
and many shades of opinion influenced consciously and un|
sciously by self-interest. Capital is powerful in politics, anel
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ufacturers have both capital and capacity for combination
>eyond that of the less alert and widely-scattered farmers ;
in the opinion of several sagacious men in the country not
arable to it, the tendency is towards a higher rather than a
r tariff.
ie country towns, again, are the headquarters of many
ties, such as Freemasons, Orangemen, Foresters, Oddws, and Templars, and social gatherings in connection with
1 are numerous and conspicuous nowadays for the absence
dent liquors. The churches of each denomination are handi fabrics of stone or brick, with suitable residence for priest,
m or minister. There are a great many lawyers, but they
less relatively than probably any class nowadays in Canada,
he farmers have ceased to be litigious, and land conbeing carries but small commissions. The hotels do a good
tess, but with some exceptions are indifferent, as is the case
hying degrees throughout Canada. They serve abundant
s, as they should in a country which abounds with the best
Ibles, but the badness of the cooking and the crudity of the
:e is a byword among all Canadians of discretion. They
imported that barbarous system of innumerable little
s so universal in the States, outside the quite first-class
lishments, and honestly believe it to be a mark of progress
:ulinary exaltation. The average boarder, or traveller, who
:he provincial hotels, like the American of the same type,
s to entirely lack a palate, though quite exacting in the
tr of a written menu and a nominal variety of food, even
£h it is all cooked so as to taste precisely alike. I am assured
K)se who have the best of reasons for knowing, that two or
really well-cooked plain dishes, served nice and hot, would
;sented at the country or second class hotel. The patron
jese houses likes, or has been taught to like, a phalanx of
! plats, on which morsels of badly-done joint, fowl and fish,
tolerably cooked vegetables, congeal. And this is the more
us in a country where in private life among the well-to-do
|s there is so much housewifely skill, energy and taste.
the same time, living is extremely cheap in these Ontario
\xy towns, and the mere manner of cookery and service at
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the hotels is rather a misdirected attempt to be stylish than
lack of endeavour to give good value—for the supply is an
For about four dollars a week the bachelor who has his r
elsewhere can have three bounteous meals a day, and, if posse
of a discerning palate and local experience, will generally be
to secure these in quarters where they will be properly cook
Of amusements I have already said something, and the
the Canadians are hard workers they are no Puritans in
matter of enjoyment. Whether of the old or the new so<
of the country towns, they thoroughly understand the ai
relaxation. T h e thought of a dance or a picnic does not w
upon the soul of the donor for weeks beforehand, though it
might where domestics are almost non-extant. People sti
out to dance, to play cards, or to see their friends, mainlv
the purpose in hand, and get quite as much variety of nou
ment in the meantime as is reasonable or good for them, v
the hostess is free from the terror of that sort of criticism w
puts gastronomy in the forefront, and helps so much to stei
social life in similar circles in England. T h e young pe
throughout Canada, ever since I can remember, have had a
ten times as much fun in a social way among themselvej
falls to the lot of the average young Englishman or womanj
with their increasing wealth, still continue to cultivate thej
which they have learnt so well under other conditions, of get
a great deal of innocent and desirable gaiety with very J
fuss, worry or expense.
Most country towns, too, have their company or squadro
are themselves the headquarters of one of the hundred infa
or cavalry regiments which form the militia of Canada, and]
shooting has its votaries both in their ranks, and also anj
the lads, who have been recently formed into cadet corps, i
Skating among both sexes, and ice-hockey among the i
are leading winter pastimes in country towns as well as in cj
In the milder winters of Ontario, open-air rinks are often I
swept on lakes or rivers, while the large covered rinks]
standing institutions. Figure skating, as we noticed at Ottj
has not so many exponents as formerly, since hockey!
reduced to a science and made a matter of keen contefl
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ig rival clubs. It is played in large rinks, surrounded by
des, by six a side, and is a very different performance from
turly-burly in which we sometimes engage, when the ice
for a week or so in England. Of all games of this nature
Dckey is the fastest and the most exhilarating to watch.
a crack teams play in Toronto, or Montreal or Ottawa,
latch draws large crowds and creates intense excitement,
hing, of course, still holds its own in Canadian winter
ities, and parties of youths and maidens with chaperons
to some neighbouring town or to some place of entertaini where a hot supper has been bespoken, and perhaps the
:ies for an impromptu dance. Snow-shoeing is also an
nt form of excuse for Canadian society to organise little
gs in bright winter weather, and the Norwegian ski has
tly been introduced.
is surprising, too, seeing the limited season in autumn in
i football is playable in Upper Canada, how popular it is,
tvery country town has its Rugby or Association club,
et, on the other hand, which in former years, when English
dents were stronger, held the field, flickers but feebly in
iral districts before the attractions of golf links and tennis
e noble old English game occupies too much time for a busy
e, and when the young Canadian takes a long holiday there
r
ays within easy reach that illimitable paradise of wood and
at his back, in which he has been accustomed, as his father
p him, to find his most complete enjoyment. Besides the
ssional men and the manufacturers, the shopkeepers and
peratives, there is one element which in many little towns
te conspicuous—not for the lead it takes in municipal and
i matters, but for the steady drag it puts upon the wheels
ogress. The vision of a retired farmer conveys to the
ish mind a breezy person of rubicund visage and sporting
ho takes a day with the hounds occasionally, and frequents
>ack parlour of the "George" or the "White Lion." But
etired farmer in Ontario, though a worthy, is not a cheerful
n, and is the terror of municipal councils. He is verydiscontented, for as a rule he has given up business on a
M
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very small income. In the palmy days of agriculture, he
most of his profits into his farm or used them to start his fa
in life, or spent some of them in a protracted effort to £
wheat after the wheat centre had shifted to Manitoba,
as often as not, had retired from his farm with nothing but
interest of its purchase-money, say, five to ten thousand do
at six per cent., to live upon. Sometimes he has let the 1
to a son, and lives on the rent. He was a splendid woi
and Canada owes more to him than to any other member of
community. But virtues, which turned a howling wilder
into a garden, do not always adorn a life of leisure in a t
or village. Probably he regrets that he ever did quit farm:
neither the cultivation of books or flowers bring him any j
solation, and the local paper is soon read. When he has to
out of a small income the necessaries he used to sell or consi
his thrifty soul revolts within him. Modern improvements,«
as townsmen strive for and take pride in, he heartily desp
and grudges every cent of taxes that he pays for such su
fluous vanities. In all such matters he is a prodigious Tory,
in many small towns he forms a body to be reckoned with,
being a leisured one may be counted upon to strenuously
actively oppose every suggested improvement that costs mo
Such is the accepted character of this type of Canadian citi
if accepted, perhaps, too unreservedly; and to mention him
company of town councillors will certainly produce some of tl
flowers of humour and invective, at which Canadians are not
behind their neighbours to the South.

FARMING DISTRICTS OF ONTARIO.

CHAPTER VII.
S already pointed out, there is so much in common, both in
Escape, architecture and general methods, between all parts
ettled Ontario that an excursion into one of them will, I
k, be ample for our purposes here. Whether level, rolling,
LS in some parts, actually hilly, there will be the same succesof well-to-do homesteads standing thickly among ten or
en-acre fields bearing crops, familiar to the British eye,
igh fenced for the most part in unfamiliar fashion. There
be woods of oak, beech, hickory or maple, reduced now to
at the same dimensions as the coverts that diversify the
ling lands of England. There will be clear streams in the
*ys and hollows, rippling between willows and alders over
bly beds, and stirring themselves betimes to frenzy in rugged
mels after the manner of the greater rivers they feed;
ams where the brook trout was indigenous, and even yet
etimes survives. A country with the surface contour of
:h, middle, or eastern England, and the clear, strenuous
srs of the Welsh border, and the knowledgeable person would
ost see at a glance why Ontario excels as the home of highs stock.
>ne is accustomed to regard the landscape of settled Ontario
somewhat conventional, which is in a sense true, and, of
rse, it lacks the mellow glories of English scenery. Yet it
ill enough, too, of pleasant prospects and of charming nooks,
ether in such widely removed neighbourhoods as those of
erborough, Coburg and Porthope, of Hamilton, Brantford
Woodstock, of Collingwood, Owen Sound and Goderich,
Dne could return from a twenty-mile drive in any of them
lout carrying away in his memory, if he have one, glimpses
andscape that appeal to his artistic as well as his agricultural
se; pleasant uplands of pasture, snug corners of green
M 2
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meadow where shorthorn cattle are grouped between the f<
ground of glancing water and the background of hang
woodland. W h a t remains, too, of the five or ten-acre wood
as the high road carries you from the furthest barley stubble
Farmer McClintock to the turnip field of Farmer McTav
has become quite a stately grove where a few maple, beech or
trees that have survived the exigencies of fencing and firewc
are grown and waxed mighty in the absence of their compani<
and throw high-arching boughs over what the partial sunli
and the assiduous tooth of sheep and milch cows have redu
from underbrush to a carpet of turf.
And from the cedar swamps, again, those typical feature;
every Canadian countryside, there is some pleasure to be
for those who care for nature. As the road crosses it, with a 1
even yet in places of the primitive old corduroy road-bed,
thick green walls of odorous spruce and cedar have a chara
all their own, rising in serried ranks from the roadside turf tha
these low spots is kept always green, even in a dry summer
nightly dews. But the swamp is no longer waterlogged : a li
stream coursing through the bushes and spouting over decaj
logs carries off most of the water. T h e rough ground, half-1
half-underbrush, spreads along for a few acres between
sloping farming lands on either side. A few large trees, m«
or beech, shoot high into the air—some dead, some living—
cedar, spruce, and hemlock claim the black, sour soil as t
own special domain, while in the open spots hazel and wil]
alder and poplar, blaze in autumn with their brighter hues.
Here, in these small cedar swamps, wild nature, to se
extent, seeks refuge from the levelling plough of the O n t
farmer, and the golden rod, the asters, the ox-eyes, and r;
ferns flourish. Here, too, the spotted woodpeckers, the orie
the blue jays, the red-winged blackbirds, the marsh wrens,
other natives and migrants find covert and solitude, and
summer evenings the mosquito maintains something of
terrors of its ancient reign. T h e cedar swamp is the last ref
of such lingering specimens of game as close farming and cl
settlement has not yet exterminated or driven out into the b
country. They are the last vestiges of old backwoods' nat
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n patches of ten or twenty acres all over the face of the
try. The wood lot or bush lot might be an English
sant covert beside the turnips or the stubble, but the cedar
ip, though mostly drained, still remains a bit of untamed
re. Hither the farmer's boy, as soon as he can carry the
y gun, turns his step and gets a whole season's sport out of
small covey of tree partridges and the half-dozen jack
its that probably represent its stock of game, and who well
j how to take care of themselves.
it enough of this ; we will only just notice, should it be an
noon in late summer or early autumn, how fragrant is the
; of the evergreens in the cool, damp hollow ; how charming
2 contrast, and how vivid the colouring of the fields that
out beyond the long avenue of cedar and hemlock, that
ss us through it; the golden stubbles, now growing yearly
er in Ontario, the smooth-shaven timothy meadows, the
w flare of the strips of mustard, the pinkish blush of the
wheat, the blue-green of the swedes whitening as is their
; in the breath of the summer wind. I can well remember,
jh more years than I care to think of have since rolled by,
irst impression of the bursting of spring on the Canadian
scape, and the sudden glory of the woods, the wheat fields
the pastures. But I think, perhaps, it is at the season after
sst, and, as I have said, when the day is mellowing and the
ows are beginning to lengthen, that an Ontario landscape
s its best, not greatly differing then from a bit of rural
and illumined by something more than the radiance of an
ish sun. I have more than once, too, in crossing Lake
irio from the American side, approached the Canadian
1 just after a summer sunrise, when the blue water is flecked
the light breeze of morning, and the hill slopes are brilliant
ripening grain, and with woods and pastures bursting
and dewy out of the mists of night.
it enough of these brief glimpses of Ontario landscape from
a point of view. Let me repeat again for the benefit of
ish readers who may yet persist in picturing Canada as
df-civilised waste, that humanity, as already intimated,
es even a greater show upon the soil than in an average
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rural district in England. There are as many railroads te
crossed in driving, as many churches and schools to be
with by the roadside, and even more farmhouses, for the e>
lent reason already noted that the farms themselves are sma
Owners of these farms, however, in most cases the occupants
by no means satisfied with the small houses and buildings
for the most part distinguish holdings of a hundred acres in
Old Country. On the contrary, these Ontario farmers have I
ago built themselves goodly houses and usually fashioned t
of stone or brick. There will be almost always something
lawn -with a few evergreens and shade trees, and someti
even some flower-beds, but the exigencies of Canadian 1
life do not allow of the expenditure of much time or me
over such superfluities; an ample orchard, not unkei
unpruned and unproductive as its English equivalent too ofte
but well cared for and ready for the buyers when they c
round in autumn, with a crop of from fifty to a hundred barre
sound shipping apples, leaving enough to spare for housel
use. A row of Lombardy poplars, their tall tops swaying in
breeze which is nearly always moving in Canada, often :
above the building or lines the high road before them, and g
a home-like touch to a scene that is typical of hundred
Western Ontario homesteads. Solid as are the houses, howe
it is on the barns that the Ontario farmer generally lavishes r
of his attention. All the stock is housed throughout the wii
and the Canadian barn is an elaborate and imposing ed]
eighty feet by forty, perhaps, with lean-to's on one or either
of it. Built when possible against the side of a slope, the he
and cattle are housed within the stone basement, wThile a wag
can run from the upper side on to the floor above their he
and unload its freight of hay or grain under cover into the (
lofts above ; and this unloading is sometimes done with the!
of ingenious machinery.
It will be understood, then, what a show in the count™
Ontario homestead makes, together with its outbuildings, x\
almost every hundred acres carries one of them. There!
be ten or a dozen fields on the property, fenced either I
the old-fashioned snake fence, though a straighter one 1

1
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lerly, and staked and wired in the angles, or the newer
neater post and rail or post and barbed wire, which is
bally supplanting it.
wenty years ago more than half the acreage would have
L in grain, wheat predominating. Fifty years ago, during
Crimean War, and later again during the American Civil
I wheat was the main crop. During the first half of the
ury, more particularly at those periods when high prices
d, the fertile lands of Ontario could not be cleared of forests
enough. When the real hardships of the first settlement of
country had passed away, the work of clearing and wheat
zing progressed at a prodigious pace. Elderly men raised
"arms have often described to me the feverish haste with
:h their fathers cut their way into their bush lands and
ed them to wheat, which in the better parts of the province
iuced on virgin lands from thirty to forty bushels an acre,
ied, that large extent of country, from Kingston to Toronto
the great and more fertile peninsula to the west of it, is
tically as clear of wood as England; one continuous
mony to the stubborn energy of the fathers and grandfathers
he present Ontario farmers, and of the Ontario citizen,
for that matter.
hese substantial homesteads which sprinkle the country in
: thousands were mainly built between 1830 and 1870, and
aently there may be still seen standing and relegated to
e inferior use the original log cabin where the first settler,
Jish, Irish, Scotch, or U.E. Loyalist, first faced the
erness, eighty or a hundred years ago, and raised his hardy
>d. With the end of the seventies came the collapse in the
I of grain, which hit the Ontario farmer precisely as it hit
fellow in the Mother Country. Sometimes he had saved
ley, but often he had put such savings into new buildings or
:r improvements. Sometimes, too, he carried a- mortgage at
t or nine per cent, the then current rate, contracted for the
lement of sons in business, or for improvements that seemed,
er the old conditions, judicious and profitable ones,
rom henceforward, for fifteen years or so, weighted by comparafstagnation in trade, low prices, dearer and scarcer labour,
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and often by mortgages, the Ontario farmer had for the r
part a hard and even dreary struggle. His sons and someti
his neighbours went in numbers to Manitoba and provee
backbone, while such hired men of a detached kind as t
were followed suit and became settlers. Wheat and barley
sunk below paying value. The lands had long ago reached
condition which required careful treatment and judic
farming, and in the main had received it, but with lack of <
good farming became more difficult. Some lands went d
as they have gone down in parts of England for lack of lal
and capital. Farmers cannot change the methods of a lifel
in a week, as the layman seems sometimes to imagine, the
twenty years, which in the Old Country finds them still obsti
in many districts, is a liberal allowance for reform. But as
last decade of the century waned the revolution was virtu
accomplished. The Ontario farmer had recognised by then
the West had not only fairly knocked him out, but he had ta
pains to repair the damage. He no longer regards whea
barley as his chief asset, but grows them mainly for sti
Hay and pasture, dairy produce and stock,,fruit and pou
now command nearly all his attention. Butter and ch
factories cover the country and pay him in cash for the proe
of his cows, and sometimes collect the milk themselves. E
as a wheat grower, the Ontario farmer had always a liking
having such stock as he kept of a good quality, but of late y
he has turned his attention with ardour and success to
business.

When pork is high, which it frequently is, he has the bes
Berkshires, Tamworths, or Chesters growing into meat,
milking stock the best blood of Holstein may be seen dot
the summer pastures with their solid black and white frai
For his beef cattle he clings mainly to the shorthorn,
imports freely from the best herds of Britain. Very o:
he has a good pedigree herd of his own, taking prizes
only in the excellent agricultural shows of Ontario, but gc
far afield into the States, and often beating the Yankees
their own showyards and reaping his reward in fancy pr
for bulls and heifers. Ontario, as I have said, is peculi?
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d to the well-being of high-grade stock, and the class that
tverage Ontario farmer nowadays handles is that which
ins the greatest possibilities of profit. In sheep, again,
pshires are perhaps the favourite of the many imported
is, and are assuredly so in the districts that I myself know
I believe there are no less than twenty farmers who visit
and periodically in the interests of the black-faced denizen
e Welsh Marches. Horse-breeding on a small scale is less
iraging, though horse shows do something to sustain it.
e is no fox-hunting in Canada, nor any riding in the older
nces. It is rare enough in England nowadays to see a
:man on the road, but you might travel for days in Ontario
)ut encountering such a sight. Electric trams have banished
buses from the cities, and the infinite possibilities of the
| threaten something like extinction of the equine species
2 not remote future. The Ontario farmer keeps his one or
yearns of work horses with rather more of the cart strain,
: or Percheron, in them than in former days, when lighter
j$ were more popular. He has his buggy, too, or smart
g waggon, and very often a fast horse to put between
Shafts.
|e Ontario farmer is, beyond doubt, one of the hardest
ers at his trade that the world has ever seen. Every day
e entire busy season he probably does twice as much as the
Ige English labourer. His wife in energy and thrift is no
jbehind him. The owner of a hundred acres will work them
phout the year, save for a few days in extra busy seasons,
the aid of a son, if he have one, and the son will have to
tin time with his sire. The daughters in former days stood
I their mother in house, fowlyard and dairy, and at the
|g machine. Such things as hired girls were not often seen
madian farmhouses. Now, it is said that the daughter of
arm has struck out for more liberty, more fashion and more
and few people blame her, but she has to work hard all the
I It is realised that the daughters of men representing a
p.1 of five, ten, fifteen or twenty thousand dollars, are entitled
pal privileges with those of the storekeeper of less substance
fe earner of a salary equivalent to either. No Anglo-Saxon
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probably of like position has ever been so frugal as the Ont
farmer in personal expenditure. When one considers what
and their fathers have made of the province, and looks out
the smooth smiling fields, and big substantial homesteads, w
were after all the groundwork of Canadian prosperity, it sei
a poor thing to fall foul of any of the qualities that aide
bringing about such results. Yet there is no doubt but thi
the struggle with the forest and the more primitive conditioi
Canadian life, the iron to some extent entered into the setl
soul. A certain sombreness and even grimness, a passion
frugality, an exaggerated worship of unremitting toil, a s
of decoration and things that please the eye, apart from 1
neatness and cleanliness, are distinguishing features to-day if
mental equipment of the typical Canadian farmer, thougl
surroundings often seem externally so fair and pleasant. Tl
a matter of such old and common recognition and such frecj
discussion among Canadians that any criticisms of mine woul
superfluous. Exceptions, of course, abound, but it is the ave
type one has to treat of and which matters here.
In the same way the Ontario farming class might be rou
described for general purposes as all on the same social pla
condition rendered inevitable by the uniform size of the f
and the fact that every farmer works as a labourer and lead
own men if he have any. There is no such thing as sd
farming by supervising hired labour. It is regarded as a li
less enterprise, only tried occasionally in former days by obst
Englishmen, and has never, within my knowledge, been ki
to succeed. For one thing, the Canadian hired man would al
resent working while his " boss " sat upon the fence and wal
him, illogical though this may seem ; and he would be quite J
with equal unreason, to hold him in some contempt—a sta
things fatal to good service. City men sometimes keep a]
to play with, but they don't pretend to make it pay, and
cases have no bearing on the rural economics of Ontario.
Here and there, too, you find genuine farmers of a soma
different type socially, men connected with one or other oj
old leading families of the country, and who keep up, as wi
the hard work and drive of a farm admit, the habits of]

A R E S O U R C E F U L RACE.
; but such people are rare and in no sense affect the broad
ihat rural Ontario is virtually a democratic community of a
e type ; a yeomanry occupying the entire surface of the
try outside the towns, to the virtual exclusion of any other
ents whatsoever but the blacksmith, the clergy, and the
ral storekeeper and such like. The farm labourer as a
med class never had any very definite existence in Canada,
n not a bird of passage he was usually the superfluous
fcf a neighbouring farmer, or a backwoodsman. Now there
ircely any labour at all, as superfluous sons, and many too
are not superfluous but badly needed at home, have gone
ie North-West or the towns, while the trained workman is
apt to take himself straight to that land of promise, no
;r dallying in Ontario, nor fearful, as of yore, of the final
^e on to the distant prairie.
ie adoption of new methods by the Ontario farmers has
begun to bear fruit. The bitter cry which met one at every
in the late eighties and earlier nineties, and predicted ruin
e fair country which the U.E. Loyalists and the Britishers
rallied to them cut out of the woods, is heard no more. Land
rally is perhaps not quite so high as it was in 1873, but it has
ned considerably of late, and in the better districts runs
fifty to eighty dollars an acre, though the demand for
trio farms, for obvious reasons, is just now much slacker
their actual value warrants. On the other hand, the
ers, with their varied resources in dairy produce, stock,
poultry, all fully developed ; with pork and cheese factories
ieir doors and growing manufacturing towns calling for
smaller produce, have now fairly turned the corner, and
creditable sagacity and patience have got the better of the
ble Manitoban ogre.
/eryone knows that Canadian beef cattle, both from east
Ivest, are exported to England in increasing numbers. The
mt law that does not admit lean cattle to be finished on
lish pastures is not regretted by all Canadians, inasmuch as
noney paid for this final process is then received by Canadian
ers. But I dare say it is not so generally known what a great
growing export trade in the shipment of cheese, butter and
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poultry to Britain is being done by Ontario. Reports of exj
ments in all these and kindred matters are periodically furnis
to the farmers by the Government; and, as in England, lect
are given throughout the country on the proper making
handling of butter, poultry and fruit.
The year 1902 was the best the Ontario farmers have hae:
twenty years, so I was assured by the heads of the Departn
of Agriculture, and a sanguine and contented spirit once n
happily reigns throughout the country. In the fruit disfc
round Hamilton and Niagara, too, things seem to be prospei
and it will probably surprise the English reader who -shares
common delusion concerning Canada to hear that thousand
acres round these noted centres are blooming with peac
pears, vineyards and small fruit, to say nothing of the a|
crop, which is a greater or less source of revenue to almost e^
township of Ontario. Fruit growing, however, seems to cal;
more special aptitude than ordinary farming, and seems n
sensitive to the personality of the man who undertake*
Statisticians may like to know that the annual value of the 1
products of Ontario is rated at two hundred million dollars.
Agricultural shows, headed by a very important one
Toronto, which packs the city full, are held annually in e^
country district of Ontario, and nothing is a stronger proo
the interest of the farmers in stock breeding than the consis
support these societies and their exhibitions have always recei
The Canadian farmer has the reputation among his coun
men for a thorough appreciation of the number of cents :
make a dollar. The tradition of the backwoods, inherited i
his grandfather when everything was made at home from neces
and nothing was purchased^ since there was nowhere to purch
still survives in a reluctance to spend money on anything
absolute necessities. Side by side with energy and indus
a certain opposition to progress in the lighter things of li|
contempt for what he regards as the vanities of the townsn
distinguish not of course the whole class but the prevailing 1
of it. The short Canadian seasons and the necessity for snai
ing every hour of daylight, more particularly in former d
when tillage farming was the rule, have made him impatierj

A CHANGED SYSTEM.
ement, of time given up to anything but work. There is a
ral opinion among Canadian townsmen that this uncomising attitude has been overdone by the farmers, that they
t have got more joyousness out of life without seriously
tg it. It is difficult to say how far this is justified, men best
' their own affairs—and townsmen all the world over know
little about farmers or farming—the latter being of all trades
ne that looks so simple and is yet so intricate and so exacting
vithal so engrossing.
the winter, it is true, the Ontario farmer has a comparatively
time, though in these days of dairying milking falls as
•ly on himself and his son or his one hired man as in
ner. Feeding and watering his horses, milch cows, young
: and hogs two or three times a day, cutting up chop or
ps, cutting and carrying wood for the stove, consume no
time. Then there is a good bit of hauling to be done in
;r, not of milk only, but such grain as may have been
hed, or wood or hay, and everyone prays for a winter
iently hard to produce good and consistent sleighing, for
not good for man or beast to travel on wheels through
id snow and mud. Since no Canadian winter can be really
, it is desirable that the thermometer should rise above
ing point as seldom as possible. The climate of Ontario
s greatly, from Ottawa, the coldest part of its civilised region,
aronto, where for half the days of winter it may not freeze
I But in the average country districts ploughing can con1
to the end of November, when winter may set in at any
ent. Sometimes in the first half of April, rarely before,
armer gets on to the land again. He still has, let us say,
en acres of wheat, barley and oats respectively, to get in,
irst already sown in the autumn, the others to follow as
:\y as may be in the spring, and grass and clover to be
i Peas, too, have always been a great crop in Ontario.
% again, there will be four or five acres of swedes or mani and as much more of Indian corn to be put in ; fences
j|i down by winter gales or displaced- by the snow to be
*htened, the garden to be planted, manure to be hauled
Ithe yards, and a score of small jobs that everyone who has
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been a farmer in North America, or in most other places, i
knows rise up to confront him at the most inopportune mom
Hay time follows in June, a more serious business than it t
to be, but nothing like the anxiety it is in England, as w<
less likely and the curing powers of the sun much grec
Harvest follows in late July and August, a much less fore
able task than of yore, but then again the labour in old e
was in proportion. Many farmers have silos, for which t
grow Indian corn as a fodder crop. And all this time a d
business has probably to be attended to, though in some disti
the milk is collected by the factories and the hauling of it sa
The Ontario farmer, it will be readily understood, is sti
busy enough man. He does not wear breeches and gaiters no
much to markets. From early morn to sunset he may be j
in his shirt sleeves or clad in blue "overalls" working HI
labourer, and if he have labourers, leading them. The tw
o'clock dinner of salt pork, potatoes, excellent bread and buj
apple pies and green tea, is prepared for him in the kitche
living-room by his women-folk. In autumn and winter I
meat is sometimes substituted, or fish from the great lg
There is no game to vary the menu. Chickens, ducks, g
and turkeys are raised in abundance, but mostly for market,
is not quite fair to generalise, for there are parts of Ontario wi
the farmers live more lavishly and consume their own delica
and where the butcher's cart makes its daily round, but 1
are not the rule. Still, there is nearly always an abunda
rude health and a fine climate—for there is none in the wj
more healthy as a whole than that of Ontario—whet the appe
and no sense of deprivation is, I think, ever felt around!
farmer's board by those who gather there, whatever may bi
opinion of townsfolk, who naturally require more dainty]
and are apt to ridicule the salt meat and simplicity of 1
country neighbours.
But there are signs that life is getting less austere in]
Canadian farmhouse. As in England, the farmer can nevej
right in the eyes of outsiders, so in Canada the people who 1
been accustomed to make merry at what they consider
grinding life and joyless environment now sometimes comd
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his daughters no longer help as they should in the dairy,
hey have outgrown the chromo, the antimacassar and the
ican organ of the best parlour, and now play the piano
employ the local dressmaker. From excellent sources in
as parts of the province I have gathered that social
ities are increasing among the farming class, that the
what dreary old level, as it must be admitted, of ceaseless
with the drive to church on Sunday, is not so generally
ded as the all-sufficient aim in life. The young people of
ime class in Canadian towns, great or small, have always
ived a very large measure of social enjoyment and wisely
Those of the country have had for the most part much less
their share of such good things, and it would be strange,
particularly with a renewal of agricultural prosperity, if the
and daughters of farmers consented to remain objects of
mial pity and misplaced sarcasm to their commercial and
ssional neighbours, who are frequently themselves sprung
the land, and as capitalists are often no better off, if so well,
austerity, if I may use the word, of Ontario farm life is
ips more practical than religious. The people themselves
nainly Presbyterians, Methodists, Baptists, and sincere sup:rs of their numerous churches at the cross roads, in the
res or in the small towns. That a strain of Calvinism
eates them goes without saying, but in the week-day hard
has been in the main the standard by which they have
sd themselves and others. Who shall say what this has
for Canada in the past ? None but the bravest hearts and
toutest arms could have brought Ontario from a then remote
densely timbered wilderness to be the fair country we now
Id it. Yet ever since I knew Canada it has been the fashion
e towns and cities, even among those sprung from the soil,
ieer somewhat at the farmer; not at his works but at his
j, his narrowness, his nearness, his conservatism, his clothes,
asensibility to the things that brighten life. The notion of
g on a farm brings up the hands of the average Canadian
I in horror. I am not criticising the attitude, but merely
it as a conspicuous fact, though curious in a province which
mainly created by farmers, and whose ablest men in all
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departments have more often than not come of farming forb
The causes of this contempt of rural life, for it really amoun
this, are many and the feeling of dislike to it is not unreason
but the manner in which these sentiments are often expre
cannot but jar on anyone familiar with the province and its
history.
Now the French-Canadian habitant may fairly be call
peasant, for he is one by nature and education, however n
acres he may be possessed of. But there is nothing of
peasant in the Ontario farmer, the term would be ridici
and insulting. The old word " yeoman " expresses him exa
if the English reader will banish the traditional notion of
and beer, gaiters and sporting ties, market dinners and a ye
hunter or two in the stable. Scottish and Scotch-Irish b
prevails throughout the province and has set the tone to j
remains of the English, who originally outnumbered I
The characteristics of the Ontario farmer are mainly Scot
modified by circumstances, just as the cities are Scottish n
than English in tone, though on another plane as it ^
Our friend has had a good plain education at the publi
board school. In the winter evenings—his only opportunity
reads the agricultural and local papers, and in these days of c
publication a good deal of trash, like other people who e
greater social and educational advantages. He is very mu<
a politician and takes an interest both in provincial and fee
politics, an interest in men and parties perhaps rather tha
principles. There is also the township council, with its R
and five members, roughly corresponding to our parish coi
and about as limited in its powers. There is a county coi
too, elected from districts specially designated accordinj
population, which has charge of roads, bridges, poor-houses
various less important matters, hardly .worthy of elabon
here.
As may be gathered from what I have already said, there
cleavage between town and country life in Canada the
difficult for Englishmen unacquainted with the Dominio
realise or sympathise with. There is no attraction in the cou
districts. There is no sport, there are no servants, there i

FARMING LIFE.
ty from' the well-to-do person's point of view. Amateur
ng is robbed of even such pleasure as there may be in
* money over a business fad—by the condition of the
:r market. The townspeople go far afield for their holito the backwoods, the lakes, the mountains, the sea coast,
kvell-to^do class, what may be termed Society, even in the
iry towns have little intercourse with the farmers, and as
dy know little about them, beyond the look of their
;s as they drive by in buggies or cutters. In England it is
ion enough to hear the man or woman from the town
:ss an abstract yearning after the joys of a farmhouse. I
in my life heard a Canadian of the same class express
east desire to change places with the occupants of an
rio homestead, though many of these are as homelike
>nug as their British prototypes. The farmer in his turn
and often does, like his contemporary in the States, cherish
:ain sore feeling towards towns and townsmen. He is apt
ink they prey on him, that they get their living too easily
ared with himself. Brought up to think one man as good
LOther, his democratic soul resents the airs of superiority
led by the lawyer and the bank clerk and even the grocer
:he dry goods man. I don't want to make too much of
for where there is little contact there can be no friction,
is any harm done, except that the farmer's son has the
cious feeling that he raises himself in life by going behind
ounter, and the farmer's daughter often leaves home with
thing of the same feeling, or remaining there chafes at
)t.
ere is not much margin for expenditure in the most caretilled farm of a hundred or a hundred and fifty acres, but
I gatherings for music, dancing, cards or reading cost little ;
r is never used nowadays in Canadian farmhouses, prois are cheap and abundant, and Canadian housewives are
1 enough in concocting the delicacies in which rural Canada
tits. The houses are not far apart, and means of transtion is always available. Of course, there are individuals
iven little coteries to be found here and there among the
rio homesteads where life has run much more brightly, but
N
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I am concerned here with the rule, not with the exceptions,
the rule of the Ontario farmhouse has been in these mi
upon the dreary and the sombre side—a very byword ai
Canadians whose lives are cast elsewhere. The detached
self-absorbed life of the farmer arises from his trade as we
his situation. In no part of North America has he ever
able to combine for political action. Shrewd as he is in his
line, no class in Canada has been so easily talked over b
glib-tongued politician. And in social matters, beyond
occasional Church picnic, for the Church of each sect is its 5
pivot, he and his seem to have found combination eq
difficult.
I feel I may have lingered too long over this attem]
describe the Ontario farmer and his environment, for
simple reason that I never remember to have seen in
book of travel on Canada any notice at all of what up te
present has been the most important section of the commi
economically speaking, in the premier province, though
backwoodsman is a familiar figure in literature, as is the Fi
habitant, whose sociability is in inverse ratio to that of his f
cultivator. Indeed, I should like to say more of rural Onta
to touch upon the early settlement of the various districts
settlements at Kingston and Niagara of the first U.E. Loya
the founding of Guelph and Goderich by the single-mi
Gait and the Canada Company; of Berlin and its neighbour
by the German Palatines. These last were U.E. Loy
in a sense, as they had served the British in the Revolutic
war, had been well treated by England and, full of grati
had pressed into the Canadian wilderness, even before
surveyors. They are now, though still German in many tl
even to the fifth generation, among the most prosperous
most loyal Canadian subjects. Waterloo County, counting 1
manufacturing towns and villages within its borders, he
by Berlin and Gait, than any other, is perhaps in all way
brightest example of a good manufacturing and farming dh
that exists in Ontario. Then there are some French in
neighbourhood of Detroit, relics of the old French tra
settlements, far removed and cut off from the habitant ol
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And in this neighbourhood too are the descendants of
in British officers who received grants for leading the
is in the two American wars. A n d Canadians themselves
ldom aware what great numbers of Germans—some from
ided regiments, others direct emigrants from Europe or
ifork State—were settled along the Lake shore and have
=d with the British ; their names alone, as well as those of
wnships, surviving to tell the tale.
: Highlanders of Glengarry in the far east of the province
ill, of course, a notable and distinct community. After
:se, in 1825, came the two thousand Catholic Irish imported
lember of the Beverley-Robinson family, and who founded
vn and district of Peterborough. And this further reminds
it these Catholic Irish must not be overlooked among the
unities of Ontario. In some parts they have remained in
sion of whole townships or districts, in others they are
led about, but in either case it may fairly be said that
ave proved good citizens and not as so often in the United
a doubtful blessing. T h e y have not influenced politics
1, nor have they swarmed into the towns and seized upon
;ak spots of democracy and abused them. Whatever may
ir H o m e Rule sentiments they have minded their own
ss as a body, and not wasted their breath and their time
ing names, or in dark schemes. T h e weakness of their
; r s a n d the great strength of the Orange Societies in
a no doubt compels good manners and makes the rheabuse of the brutal Saxon, to which we are accustomed
gland and the United States, a matter of impossibility,
lajority have probably no desire for such indulgence and
ost the habit, nor did I ever hear Canadians abuse the
lie Irish within their gates, as the Americans do, and
ithout reason.
al feeling at the same time used to run high between the
lie Irish and the others, accentuated, no doubt, by the
t h of the Scotch-Irish and the Orange Societies. I can
iber, thirty years ago, when the combative spirits of
connection used to celebrate their respective festivals by
HIS faction fights in the streets of Peterborough, in whose
N 2
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neighbourhood there were, and still are, Catholic and Prote
townships lying side by side. But contests of this kind have
died out, and were rather the exuberance of local rivalries
animal spirits than anything more serious and deep-seated.
It is true you will still find Orangemen in Canada who be
themselves to be the sole bulwark against the enslaveme
the world by the Pope and his minions, and decent farme
mere working men who will entertain you with such convic
on this subject as have not been heard in England for e
years.
Ontario boasts an admirable agricultural college, situat
Guelph, where something like two hundred young men, ma
them farmers' sons, well fortified already with the manua
practical side of agriculture, study its theories and science,
cost of a course at Guelph, with its large farm and elaborate e
ment, is less than half that of the less practical establishmei
England, and can be very nearly extinguished by the labe
a pupil, should it be necessary, on the college farm. It
Government institution, and serves as a focus of agricu
experiment and information for the province. Its grad
return to their fathers' farms with wider views, not on
agriculture but of their fellow men. They are readily s(
after too, at good salaries as managers, by the leading Ame
breeders of pedigree stock. Young Englishmen intending
there would do well, however, to first qualify themselve
getting the most out of the college by a season's practical
upon a private farm—but of this later.
Behind such districts as I have been describing, which cons
the bulk of settled Ontario; between them and the great unbi
forests, are considerable strips and fragments, less fertile, less
able, and far less sightly in appearance. Here are seen unpa
frame or log houses, fields still bristling with stumps or t
with rocks, the crudest of snake fences everywhere, and a ge
lack of finish that to the experienced eye means not the begii
of a thriving country but a struggle with inferior land,
type of country is mainly to be found in the northern half c
settled strip between Montreal and Toronto. There are al
people who prefer to stay in their own province and^

ONTARIO AND T H E EMIGRANT.
jred country to going west on to the richest prairies.
:e these inferior lands, worth from fifteen to thirty
rs an acre, with improvements. The first-class lands of
)ntario were practically occupied by the opening of the
ities. I remember well at that period that the counties of
and Bruce, upon Lake Huron, the last to be cut out, were
H of as still offering the best opportunity in Canada to
armer's son of the older counties or to the emigrant from
id with small capital. One may fairly say that simul•usly with the clearance of the last good lands of Ontario,
*reat North-West, with its illimitable possibilities, was
*ht within reach of the surplus farming population of the
province—to the detriment, in a sense, of rural Ontario
:o the benefit of the world.
ave found a widespread if vague notion in England that the
srs of old Canada are mainly British born. This is, of course,
urate. Most of them nowadays, when not of U.E. Loyalist
:, are the grandsons or great-grandsons of the original
rant. The farmers who have gone in since i860—to take
tvenient date—are not worth numerical consideration when
aed against the others. A serious item even in this small
aent would be what may be called gentlemen emigrants,
e sojourn for various causes is always temporary, and when
tforth-West was opened few even of these stayed in Ontario,
ie, final question now comes u p : Is Ontario a desirable
ince for the British immigrant? As a place wherein to
experience before going west there is no question that it
it that is another matter on which I shall speak presently,
tfwjse, only two types of immigrant suggest themselves in
connection: the gentleman of small income who wants
:ly to reside in Canada for economy or other reasons, and
nan with capital who would buy a farm and make farming
neans of livelihood. With regard to the last, I would put
ntending settler with only a few hundred pounds out of the
tion. For such a man the west offers far greater advans than the poor, the remote, or the uncleared lands of old
mo, which alone would be open to so small a capitalist
motives that keep the natives abiding on and, in some
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cases, still slowly enlarging such districts, have no applic*
to the stranger with the world before him. But let us con
the larger capitalist, the man with, say, ^2,000, and see wl
good Ontario farm has to offer him. That he would lay
his money to greater advantage in the North-West
without saying, but how does the Ontario farm in the h
of an.Englishman compare with a similar holding in the
country ?
A one hundred and fifty acre farm at, say, sixty dollar
acre, the lowest figure at which he can purchase quite firstland and buildings in a favourable situation, will approxim;
represent his outlay, though such properties frequently |
much more. Three thousand dollars for stocking it,
elementary expenses, will not be an excessive estimate,
started, and possessed of the knowledge gained, and
gained, by working for a year or two previously witl
Ontario farmer, and with a distinct bent for applying
knowledge and a real liking for his work, the settler sh
make a fair living, as living on a farm goes—let us say e
per cent, upon his capital, charging nothing for his own lal
But this ;£2,ooo, it must be remembered, would bring
£100 a year, or five per cent, on a gilt-edged mortga^
he lived as an idle man or employed his time elsewhere
am quite certain that this scale of profits would be a gene
average for the province, which is now precisely in the situs
of the old country with, of course, lower market prices
higher labour. Fortunately for itself, however, it possess
harder-working people. The Ontario farmer works lo
hours than an English labourer, and does much more in
same time. The settler who is not prepared to do this
better bank his money and take up some other occupa
A farmer in the old country with like acreage and with
capital does not by comparison know what work means,
has a much easier life, and certainly has far more amusem
one year with another, in these days of low rents, though
rates and taxes are much higher than those of his Ont
contemporary.
It is a common speculation among people who know 1
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md and Canada what the result would be if the occupant
e hundred and fifty acres in England worked it with the
y and thrift of an Ontario farmer by his own and his sons'
r. But the English farmer of that acreage does not expect
gage in such unremitting toil. The Ontario farmer prides
ilf upon it, and is moreover used to his system and to
manual work. He is in his own country, among his own
Is. He is absolutely independent, except of his mortgagee
omewhat frequent appanage, unfortunately, and far worse
a landlord. He can generally make both ends meet, and
something more, and he is, at any rate, in calm waters
after a troublous time. His worry now is not lack of
s but lack of the little labour he actually requires, and the
of his sons preferring the North-West or a city life to the
aal acres.
vill be gathered from what I have said already that there
lewhat less than nothing to be gained by the British farmer
mging a leasehold or rented farm in England for a freehold
tario. Canadians generally have strange ideas of the British
x, ideas which had some foundation in 1870, and emigraiterature emanating from Canadian sources shows the same
is beliefs. The tenant farmer is still pictured as a downen individual, paying a high rent to a landlord who holds
in his grip. I have met few Canadians who in the least
e that the tables have been turned these twenty years and the
t in most parts of England is now " on top " ; that there are
aough good farmers to go round; and that farms producing
*or acre an equal yield to the best of Ontario can be had
pound an acre. Furthermore, that even where leasehold
: customary a yearly agreement, so long as the rent is paid
:he farm reasonably treated, is virtually perpetual occupawith the advantage to the occupant that he himself can get
nd withdraw his capital at short notice. Much is made in
;, pamphlets, and by townspeople of the sentiment of landig. There is a good deal of this in the old country, as
as some social prestige, but absolutely nothing of either
the other side. There is a thousand times more sentiment
I a homestead in England that the tenants have rented for
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only a couple of generations than about any freehold farn
English Canada, which last is regarded in precisely the same 1
as a manufactory or a shop, and sold as lightly for profi
advantage, with very rare exceptions. I have been asked ai
and again in Canada, and I have seen the futile query urge*
emigration speeches and publications, why the British tei
farmer does not bring his capital to an Ontario farm and bee
his own landlord. The simple answer is that such people cai
know England or, like several million Englishmen, only k
the cities and nothing of its rural economy, and are c
influenced by a sentiment that a practical farmer does
share, The tenant of a good farm in Great Britain pa;
fraction more in rent than the interest of the money sunk in
Ontario freehold would bring; but if his barn or his house w
a new roof, his landlord does it for him, and a great deal r
besides, being satisfied with about two per cent, of interes
his estate. Now, the Ontario freeholder has to do these th
himself, and, as I have said, for his stock and produce gets a
two-thirds of the price received by his British cousin, for rea
obvious to anyone. Ontario farms, too, have long ago rea<
their limit of value, save in peculiar situations such as w
apply in England. There is no "unearned increment" sue
may be looked for in the west, and there is an old sayin
North America that when a man buys a farm he is very aj
be married to it—for in the older provinces land may be ex
thing that is desirable, but a long time in finding a purch
Over and above all these reasons against Ontario for the Br
farmer, which are not matters of argument nor opinion
salient facts, much discount must be allowed for the g
uprooting that transplantation for this kind of man me
However desirable the country of his proposed adoptioi
means new faces, new ways, and new methods, and the Br
farmer is not the most adaptable of his nation. It means
good-bye to friends, neighbours, and relatives. With a ye
man about to start in life these things do not, and should
count for much; but with a family man of settled habits
making a living upon an English farm it would be worse 1
purposeless to exchange it for a farm in Ontario, fine proy
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ntario is. For a man who cannot make a living on a
farm in England certainly could not make one in Ontario.
North-West is wholly another matter, and does not concern
this chapter. But the writer or speaker who would urge
irmer course must be quite ignorant of the conditions under
1 the British farmer now lives, or else a mere propagandist
>ut a sense of responsibility.
1 a matter of fact, however, Ontario has no serious designs
ie British farmer. It would profit the province little or
ng for a few of its farmers to be bought out by men from
;ide, of fixed ideas, who would have to unlearn much and
d very often not prove equal to the high pressure at which
ntario farm is run.
>r do the spokesmen of Canada on these matters seem to
grasped the fact that there are nothing like enough farm
irers to go round in the old country—Ireland excepted. I
times think the majority of Canadians have the same hazy
ns concerning the British labourer that they have of the
B farmer, which picture him as swarming on the land at
ation wages, and ground under the heel of tyrannical landand farmers. If I were a young man of this class I should
inly go to Canada at once ; but for the middle-aged, married
with a comfortable cottage and regular work, even at fifteen
ngs a week and harvest money, the move would be one of
doubtful wisdom. The young labouring man will do well to
his experience with an Ontario farmer before proceeding
e North-West, whither he will probably find his way in due
>e. He will have to work harder and move faster than he
>een accustomed to, nor will he in his first season usually
mite the full wages of a Canadian hired man, which have
risen to about ^35 a year and board and lodging with the
er's family.
It in the present tension of the agricultural labour market in
tand, which threatens, moreover, to grow more acute,
ida will have to look mainly, so far as Britain is concerned,
ihat redundant population which congests almost every
stry except that of the land. How to make the best of this
problem which the British philanthropist takes lightly tiU
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experience sobers him, but the Englishman who knows
Canada and his own people must feel it beset with difficult^
A few words in conclusion regarding that special produc
Great Britain, the gentleman emigrant, wrho proceeds to a co
with the sole purpose of making a limited income go fui
than at home. Ontario for all time has been a favourite r<
for such fugitives from the cramped surroundings and us
but obligatory expenses and dull life that a large family
small income often means in the old country for gentlefolk,
kind of emigrant, filled with British notions of the dignit
the soil, sometimes makes the mistake of including farmin
his scheme of life, and Ontario farming does not lend itse
half-hearted measures, and treats the amateur who plays wi
somewhat hardly—reducing instead of increasing a lin
income, and causing a great deal of worry besides. The x
part, however, have gone to the country towns, invested 1
money at the higher rates still to a certain extent currer
Canada, and there found most of what they expected,
Ontario is a dearer country to live in than it used to be. F
produce is not yet so high as in England, but almost everyti
else is somewhat higher and the virtual absence of serv
must be faced. Still a man with a family of girls can meet
last difficulty out of his own resources, without losing caste,
not without profit to the young women (as well as to the ho
hold exchequer) who in their leisure hours will have an infini
livelier social time of it than nine out of ten such familie
England ; provided, that is to say, they have common sense
hit it off writh their Canadian neighbours, which all Britis
unfortunately do not. There are more opportunities, too,
putting boys out in the world in a new country, provided
live there and identify yourself with its life. To many pee
again, if not too far advanced in life, there is something sti
lating in the atmosphere of a new country that is prospe
and expanding : a sort of pride in it is contagious, and ade
certain zest to life wmich every Englishman who has experier
it is conscious of, though to the outsider not readily definl
There are often quite fine and solid mansions, relics of the!
regime, with a few acres of land attached, in the outskirtl
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:ountry towns, that can be bought extremely cheap, because
have not the very latest improvements which every Canadian
have nowadays when he sets up housekeeping. I came across
e than one quite recently, and heard of others that were being
ed for five or six thousand dollars. The back lakes again,
their fishing, boating and duck shooting, afford a fine
2t to such a household in summer and autumn, with a
mum of expenditure if they choose the popular method of
ping out; but of this.more in another chapter.

CHAPTER VIII.
CANADA, as regards the British emigrant, is essentiall
country for the young. They have a great advantage, at
rate, over the middle-aged, who are apt to be too set in t
habits and unduly disturbed by even the small novelties of
that grate upon them ; and the less educated classes feel th
think, more than those from a higher social sphere. On the o
hand, while the former find themselves treated with more e
sideration than at home, the latter are sometimes apt to wi
at the democratic condition of things that meets them outside
more social circles of the towns.
For farm labourers there is a perennial demand, both i
and west; for mechanics of all kinds there is a brisk demam
good times, with a great slackening off in periods of depress]
but work of some kind can always be had, and the Canae
who cannot find it in one line turns readily to another. A li
English shoe-hand, out of work in a district where rural lat
at fair wages is deficient, informed me lately that he we
rather starve—a form of speech for living on charity of s<
kind—than go into the country and work for half-a-crow
day. For this kind of man, whom we all know in Brit
there is no use whatever in Canada, and public opinion we
consign him to starvation with cheerful unanimity. No
there any demand for clerks and lawyers, though clerksl
are of course frequently obtained by private interest or far
connection. Of lawyers there are already far too many
proof of which I could give details and particulars, but
main fact is an ordinary truism of Canadian life and needs
endorsement. Those excellent people in England who have h
notions that there are mysterious "berths or something'
Canada where a young Englishman of good family and
practical accomplishments will be welcomed as a ray of so

VARIOUS EMIGRANTS.

i8g

it among a half-civilised people, are still with us, though in
•idly decreasing numbers. There are a great many " berths "
Canada requiring no high intellectual or special business
ndard, but they are reserved exclusively for the politicians
1 those who have a pull with them. If there were any to
ire, which is not likely, the rest of the population of Canada
uld very naturally be preferred for selection in their own
mtry. After that the Englishman and the stranger might
sent their claim.
Sow most of the young men who set their faces towards
nada proceed in the first instance on to the land. All other
Dartments are filled or nearly filled by native Canadians,
e prop'ortion of these lads who ultimately drift into other
des is very great. It would be odd if it were not so. So
from being peasants, wedded for generations to the soil, and
rful of towns, like Mennonites, Doukhobors, Finns or crofters, the
jority of these miscellaneous parties of emigrants are almost as
lorant of any farming life as they are of the moon, and quite
ignorant of Canadian farming. Some take to it, but if a
ge number did not find country life and labour uncongenial,
man nature would be false to itself. If you collect together
tiundred young men of all grades, antecedents and tastes,
th almost as many different motives for emigrating, united
ly in the laudable desire to emigrate, and if all these young
:n, regardless of disposition, were planted as bricklayers or
vyers or carpenters, how many would be following these
ipectable and useful trades in three years' time ? A few of
;se emigrants—mechanics or farm labourers—go out with the
;ention of following their own trades, but the majority either
ve no trade, or intend to abandon it, for what seems to
2m the easy and pleasant life of a farmer or his assistant,
tnadians cannot and do not realise the mystic attraction that
rthing in the shape of an outdoor life has, in theory at least,
* the Britisher of all classes unused to outdoor labour, above
e actual working man ; and unfortunately those who know the
Smtry only as an abstract thing of beauty, or a field for
lusement and relaxation, and who could not tell barley from
e, nor clover from sainfoin, nor a Hereford from a Shorthorn,
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nor an ash from an elm, are increasing throughout every cl
under existing conditions in England. Is it any wonder tl
such people, though they go out on to the land, since that
virtually their only channel of emigration, drift off it into
towns in vast numbers. I am not speaking of paupers—foi
any solution of that dreadful problem could be found upon '
waste lands of the North-West, England would be inde
fortunate—but rather of the middle and lower middle clasi
the majority of whom are not cut out for agricultural pursu
though, tired of shop, office, or factory, they vaguely hope, unl
their Canadian equivalents, that they may be. To anyone x\
has watched these movements for two or three decades, there
something almost pathetic in the simple faith of the well-mean:
and evergreen philanthropist, who with light heart will du:
down large groups of Englishmen en bloc in a district or oi
tract with the fond hope that they will stay there. It has be
tried a hundred times, and may perhaps be tried another hundr
but with results wide of the promoter's intentions. Other rae
and even the other stocks of the British race, can stand and ex
thrive upon this herding system, but the South Briton nev
As a breed he is no longer a successful tamer of solitud
his true instincts being much more often town wards, though
talks to the contrary ; and coming from a country the major
of whose population in these degenerate days live in towns
within their sphere, it would be strange if it were otherwi
It may take him one or two years to find it out, which
the more unfortunate. The practical countryman must alw<
be in a small minority, as we have none to spare; the mi
educated amateur, if I may use the term, will more often tr.
not wear out his preconceived rural ideals before the ste
realities of hard work, and will drift into occupations for whi
nature better fitted him.

Thick settlements of miscellaneous Englishmen have otl
drawbacks. The Englishman is less adaptable, or at least m<
obvious in his unadaptability, than the Scotchman, or the peoj
of other races ; more independent and obstinate, more pre
to disagree even with his own people when herded together
another country. He is apt to despise the industrial methc
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the customs of his adopted country and the advice of its
pie, only to find out his error when it has ruined him.
jh more often than Scotchmen or Irishmen, he fails to hit it
irith the people of the country. Yet of all emigrants, even if
Statement seem for the moment paradoxical, the Englishman
ie last who should settle in groups. If business success is of
importance to him, a condition assumed in the case of most
grants, the Englishman should shed his prejudices, go directly
»ng Canadians, make friends with them, mix with them, and
aort become one of them as quickly as may be.
pt in regard to the great number of young Englishmen who
:e their debut on a farm and drift into other lines—I should
to correct any impression I may have given that this necesy implies failure. Not a bit of it. Three-fourths of such
grants, having no definite accomplishment, or only such as
je is no demand for, cannot be distributed directly into conjtEtl situations. The farmers are ready to give almost anyone
t health and strength their board, at any rate, and sometimes
e—an arrangement which gives the emigrant time to feel his
I learn the ways of the country, ascertain whether he is fitted
[arm Work, and, if not, to seek opportunities for altering his
Jition. A few months' hard work in the open air on a
adian farm of the better sort is no bad beginning for any
featlantic career, and I am sometimes inclined to think that
ief compulsory course of it would be salutary for the entire
Ih of England before starting in life, for their muscles, their
[th, their general intelligence, and their point of view. I
imend the notion to enterprising undergraduates of Oxford
Cambridge in the Long Vacation. They would only be out
pocket their travelling expenses in the whole four months,
I that is to say, than the cost of a month in ^Switzerland,
fwould gather priceless wisdom anent their fellow-creatures,
[have an experience to think about for life,
eriously, however, I would urge the friends and relatives of
s of any class, who have gone out to make their way and
I as farm hands, not to think they are necessarily going to
lition or are rolling stones when they hear that they have
led to a store or a machine shop, or, if lucky, to a bank.
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The custom in England that apprentices a boy to a cei
trade, at an age when he knows nothing of the world and 1
of his own mind, and regards any restiveness within the gr<
as something almost immoral and of ill-omen, does not oh
in Canada or the States, Farming, above all trades, is the
worst for a man who does not like it, for the rewards do
compensate grudging labour ; though, fortunately, a sufficie
large section of mankind have a natural instinct for the soildrawn towards it and the animals that pertain to it t
magnetism most of them could not explain, and would
even admit.
" O beatae agricolae quid si sua bona norint," sang the poet
thousand years ago. But the English are not colonists in
sense they once were, and the youth who dislikes farming i
a fair trial had better get into something else as soon as
possibly can or come home again.
One thing, however, must be remembered, when compa
the pertinacity with which the settlers of old days stuck to t
homes and redeemed the wilderness and the lack of perse
ance in such work now so often shown by the modern S(
Briton, namely—that the ancients could not very well get a
from their enterprise, nor easily communicate with the out
world, whereas a few dollars and a few hours will now trans
the dissatisfied into far distant scenes of enterprise. Within
last few months I have accidentally run across a dozen Eng
boys of the humbler classes who had been sent to farms
emigration societies or Government agents, but by temperan
unsuited to the life, have thrown it up, gone to the city,
taken situations as hotel porters, shoeblacks, messengers,
boys and so forth. If these lads would stay upon the lani
labourers, it would be a good thing for the country and a wh
some and sufficient livelihood for themselves, but if their naj
turns from a life for which Providence had not intended tlj
and they find satisfaction as well as a living in that of a h
bell boy or as the driver of a city baker's cart, a thousand t |
better they should follow such inclinations, which in Car|
give a poor but sharp lad much greater chances of bettering
condition than rural labour without capital.
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ut I should like to say something about a special class of
jrant who does not come under the head of those already
j:ed of, though too often he is lumped in wholesale fashion
I them to his after detriment. This is the English gentleI son of tender years who goes out labelled by the somejj: inapt title of "farm pupil." More nonsense has been
ten upon this subject in the past few years than upon all
\r questions connected with emigration put together ; and
one that has caused a great deal of superfluous hysteria, and
(s itself peculiarly to dogmatism and sensational writing on
part of the ill-informed on this particular subject.
am not sure whether it is worth while filling any space in
|book with matters relating to the young gentleman emigrant;
if the truth be told, he has had very little influence on
adian development, not because the numbers which have gone
e, and the money they have taken, would not warrant them
fomething of a factor in the work, but because such a great
prity of them have failed and passed off the stage of active
1 life—some to the towns to success or the reverse, some
ie again.1 Canadians have no opinion of them collectively as
[ers and ridicule them mercilessly, though recognising many
[• brilliant exceptions. They count for so little on the
jstrial map of Canada that I should omit the subject alto|er but for the sake of the parents of such young men,
whom the matter is one of infinite misunderstanding,
)ewilderment, and of wild writing. In what I have to say
onfine myself wholly to the youth of the upper classes
|aking broadly)—the public school boy, that is to say, or his
al equivalent, in his teens. Not that the young man who
just emerged from them is always able to take care of himvery far from it; but he is supposed to be thus qualified,
nearly always thinks he is, and in drawing the line of age
^reader can use his own discretion and knowledge of life.
|eover, it is immediately on leaving school that this type of
tt may reasonably be hoped that the fresh exodus of this class now apntly proceeding to Canada in considerable numbers may profit by the
pis of the past, as their prospects, in other respects, are undoubtedly more
Braging than were those of their predecessors.
O
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emigrant intended for a colonial career mostly sets out for it
should do so whenever possible, for at that moment his id
are more apt to be simple, manly, and moral, dissipation not
having come in his way. Another year or two spent in so-cai
"preparation for the colonies " is at the best time almost thrc
away. You cannot reproduce Canadian life and atmospl
in England ; the idea is almost ludicrous to any one who kn
both countries in an agricultural sense.
In cases of necessary delay apprenticeship to a real h;
working small farmer is probably the most practical stop-gap.
have known a few young men do this to really some af
advantage ; but in elaborate schemes of preparation for
colonies I must admit I see no good. It is so much bettei
prepare in the country itself on a good farm, and then an a
cultural college if you will. But there is a more active objed
since it stands to reason that many of these emancipated yo
men will be far less adaptable to the ways of life which will
required of them in Canada than when they left school at se\
teen or eighteen, They will have escaped from discipline i
various households and establishments in England, where nott
of the kind is seriously considered, and certainly not enfori
They will grow into manhood under auspices that are neit
• school nor university, with their accompanying tone and esj
de corps. For many, a good grind in an office would be re
a better beginning, for business knowledge and discipline h
least something to carry into life. We all know what learr
farming too often means in England, while agricultural colle
whatever use they may be to such embryo country gentlen
land agents, or large farmers as elect to take them seriously,
not calculated to equip the youth whose future is a Manitoi
farm or an Alberta ranch, even if he is willing to be t
equipped. The thing is an anomaly. Many young men are
naturally sound and zealous as to be proof against adve
influences, but why expose them to such and waste their ti:
to say nothing of money. Out of six young men of this t;
filling in time before proceeding to a colony, every man of
world knows well that three at least, though possibly with sc
future use in life, are bad companions for those who are k
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hope to make successful colonists. And it is not by any
is the best young men who set the fashion in groups that
iot restrained by the traditions of public schools and univerI Lastly, there is no question whatever but that as the boy
I into a man he acquires in England wants, notions, and
; that for home consumption are possibly normal and
Jess, but which make it more difficult for him to adapt
elf to the ways of colonial farming life.
)! if he is going at all, start him off by all means as soon as
aves school. If practicable, let him get his training in the
try he is destined to do business in, and begin it while he is
adaptable, comparatively innocent, and unexacting in his
3. He will be no whit the greener for all his youth than he
d be two or three years later as regards colonial matters. He
iot want to teach the Canadian farmers how to run their
farms, which sometimes happens in the case of a young man
ited with a smattering of English farming, which has to be
ly unlearned. There are, of course, exceptions, but as a rule
inished schoolboy has the best chance of being moulded
that frame of mind and habit of work and right underling with his Canadian neighbours that is necessary to
iness and success as a Canadian farmer, either in the east
jst. The difficulty, of course, lies in the fact that at sevenor eighteen a lad's destiny in life is not always settled ; very
the unfortunate (for emigration purposes) interregnum of
my crammer precedes his exit.
e ultimate destiny of nearly all these lads is and should be the
a-West. But as two, three, or four years must in most cases,
lappily so, intervene before they are entrusted with capital
irchase land, it has been for a long time the custom, and I
[a wise one, to recommend a year or so on an Ontario farm
e proceeding to the newer and cruder countries. A youth
|r class, if he takes to the life and does not shrink from it,
|es from such a course efficient at every branch of Canadian
jwork. If, for instance, he has in his second year received
lor less full wages from a good Ontario farmer he is " hall
ed " and fully qualified to go anywhere and do anything in
am line. He is as different from a freshly-arrived young
O 2
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Englishman, | colonial trained " or otherwise, in his capacity
smartness for work as anything that can well be imagi
Ontario farming, again, being of a mixed nature, every tool
full use, from the handling of the Canadian axe, the manager
of stock, the ploughing of land, the seeding and saving
threshing of grain crops, to the saving of hay, the milkin
cows, the care and handling of horses, the tending of orch;
These things are not learned by looking on at them from
back of a horse or the top rail of a gate, with an occasi
" lesson " in the various arts—usually futile when put
practical test—but by working continually at them till mind
muscles alike move easily and in harmony, and work the 1
way, not the wrong one, at each job. A very old jok
Canada, founded too surely on innumerable facts, describes
newly-arrived young Englishman of this position as wa:
indignant at being set to harrow wheat or load hay,
declaring that he came out " to learn farming, not to engag
menial occupations." There is now, however, a better ur
standing of such matters in England than formerly, and
pretty generally recognised now that a farming career in Carj
both in its elementary and after stages, means personal lal
though it is not equally well understood what an enom
difference the brain and will behind the labour makes.

Assuming that a year or so on an Ontario farm is the
preliminary for the gentleman's son, a difficulty at once b<
the anxious parent—that is, the farmer to whom the youth sh
go—for though in acreage and style of living there is a eel
similarity, and the people are as a class no better nor worse
other Anglo-Saxon Christians, there is an immense differenj
their suitability for handling kindly and reasonably a you]
a sort wholly strange and new to them.
The Government.emigration agents make no distinctioil
class, and from their point of view they are probably righi
they would become involved in endless difficulties and respj
bilities outside their powers and their capacities. The young!
goes through the labour bureau, so to speak, classed as " unsl
labourer." Farmers in need of a hand apply to the city d
in Canada, and get one labelled more or less as to his pre\
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fwledge. This is quite sufficient for the ordinary emigrant
I can shift for himself, and there is an end of it. The young
1 of coarser fibre, to whom an immediate livelihood is of vital
essity, have a really good chance given them. To the other
d of immigrant a few shillings a week, more or less, is of little
iediate moment whatever compared to the sort of household
j the sort of man the gentler-nurtured youth is first introduced
I I am not speaking of luxuries or refinements. Practically
|y Ontario farmer is a plain-living, hard-working man ; but
lof two neighbours, that for other purposes rank much the
le, the one will treat the strange, inexperienced youth, who
inevitably something of a puzzle to him, with forbearance
f patience in the field and kind-hearted geniality within doors.
|will not press him too hard at first—will take some pains to
late him into the various crafts of agriculture, which are not
natural inheritance of any fool, as many appear to suppose,
fwill entrust him with a team at plough and waggon work as
h as he is qualified, will give him a half-day off now and
pin to go and see his friends, and sometimes even a buggy
I horse to take him there. I have known myself several
pers who will do this, and it must be remembered that a
p i who is working for his board and lodging, the usual trial
I for this type of immigrant, has no claim whatever to such
Icessions. He is on a business footing, which is so near the
I of equity as to be frequently rejected as a proposition,
father sort of farmer, and a pretty numerous one, will do none
these things. From his point of view he has made a bargain,
1 expects to get the most out of it. You can hardly blame
k, though you may blame those who run the risks of exposing
in to quite unnecessary and undeserved disagreeables. He
y be rough of tongue, hard and ungracious in manner, withIbeing a bad kind of man otherwise—unsympathetic with the
iculties, and probable awkwardness, of a type of employe he has „
port of experience of and does not understand, for it must be
lembered that the kind of lives these lads have led at home
I the training they have received are absolutely outside the
©prehension of the average Ontario farmer. Hard work and
Eg hours are the inevitable accessories of Canadian farmhouse
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life, and the parent who relieves himself of all expense
throws the onus of supporting himself and learning his trad
the same time on his unsophisticated offspring puts himself
of court altogether, and he cannot complain if an over-strem
employer lacks the tact and feeling of a well-paid tutor,
sort of farmer under discussion is very apt to make a " ci
boy " of the gentleman apprentice, which involves neither cru
nor breach of faith, but merely retards his acquisition of
various branches of field work that he has to learn; and means
he spends his time around the house and yards, chopping s
wood and making himself useful to the women of the housel
in the minor industries outdoors that belong to their spl
There is a strong temptation to a farmer to leave a lad wl
not quick or apt, in this position rather than bother himself j
teaching him the more strenuous and difficult arts of the f
and where machinery and horses, particularly young ones,
concerned, there are risks and trouble involved in unski
assistance, only too well understood by farmers acquainted 5
it. With a farmer of the temperament above described thei
not only the probability of a boy suffering a good deal of su
fluous unhappiness, but the equal chance of his getting utt
disgusted with the life and the country and returning to
paternal roof, a result not perhaps wholly undeserved b
parent who regards his own responsibilities with such remark
levity.
With the right kind of farmer, however—the man who maj
relied on to do well by a lad of this sort, whose family (ano
consideration) are in accord with him, and whose table
another consideration) is wholesome—a young fellow who re
means business may be safely placed, and if this does not 1
him out a practical farmer nothing will. While again, ii
flinches from even such modified roughing it as a respect*
Ontario farmhouse means, and the work that a conside:
Ontario farmer will give him, he had far better abandon
thoughts of a farming life and turn his attention to sometr.
else; not, however, till he has given it a reasonably fair I
for I have often known young fellows, after a period of extre
depression, settle down to the life quite happily afterwards.
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It must be remembered that very few of the Ontario, farmers
; members of the Anglican Church; but there is no sort of
*judice in these matters in Canada, and a farm pupil, if a
lurchman, naturally attends the English church in the nearest
Jage. What I have said about the difference between Ontario
•mers for the particular purpose under discussion is not merely
Dersonal opinion formed from a good deal of experience, but a
itter of common knowledge to any man familiar with the proice. Indeed, no man of the world would require even this much
grasp a tolerably obvious truth.
Besides the difficulty of selection to a parent without friends
Canada there is another—namely, that there is nothing
latever to prevent a farmer from terminating such an engageH§ at any moment if he is dissatisfied with his bargain.
e makes no compact—indeed, he would be a fool to do so—
t virtually takes on trial a (to him) unknown specimen of
mkind. Indeed, it is eminently desirable that any such
rangement, if it proves distasteful to one or either party,
ould be terminated: but in the case of a raw youth of
yenteen or eighteen, alone in a strange land the situation
ay be an awkward one, and must be risky ; it is certainly
>t a fair one. But many British parents of this class, who
all other walks of life, both near home and far off, take considerde pains to safeguard their off-spring's welfare, and sometimes
end much money in so doing, face this situation with the
most equanimity. It is not too much to say that nearly the
aole of his own class in Canada who live in cities and towns
je scandalised at him, and think him an unfeeling monster.
The Canadian emigration authorities, on the other hand, take
I opposite and the optimistic view, reject all distinctions and
tve the one prescription for all. Their agent at the port or
w will find him a job, twenty, fifty, or a hundred miles off,
Dm among his applications, and if he does not like it, or the
an does not like him—well, that is his business; everying has been done that can reasonably be expected. This
perfectly intelligible from the Canadian point of view,
it it is the British parent that for the moment is con;rned. Now, Canadians being only mortals, unless they
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have mixed a good deal in English life, understand this |
ticular type or the causes which make him what he is, with
virtues and his failings, not at all. The well-to-do class of
cities cannot understand what he leaves England for, or, if so, x
he wants to farm, the trade of all others they most despise. I
immigration departments very naturally take a precisely oppo
view, and are glad to welcome all immigrants with money
muscle, but cannot see why the squire or parson's son should
dealt with any differently from the village grocer or carpenter's i
Any man of the world, of course, will be able to form some i
of opinion of his own. I have merely set down here a few sin
facts to help him to do so ; for the question is complex and
many sides. Various emigration societies do fine work, bu
am not alluding now to the class who are accustomed to 1<
to charity organisations for assistance. Moreover, there is
earthly object, but much the reverse, in a boy from Ru^
or Marlborough going out with a big heterogeneous crowd
emigrants under a conductor. The journey from Liverpool
Toronto or Winnipeg or Calgary is so absolutely simple that
boy of eighteen could possibly go wrong unless he meant
and I am not discussing "ne'er-do-weels." It is when he gets
to a farm that the want of some one to whom he can turn
case of need, and upon whom the father knows that he can J
is needed. For it is only then the critical time which may m:
or mar such a lad's future begins. He may come out all ri|
he may not. It will depend partly on what sort of hands he g
into—indeed this is vital—and partly on his own adaptability<
force of character ; but, of course, it is always a great r
I sometimes wonder what sort of sense of responsibility a fe
parent has who shoots a green youth into space on anot
continent without the faintest knowledge of the people to wh
he is going or even of the type to which they belong.
This very uncertainty has been one of the causes that have
often inclined parents of this class to send their sons to Engl
settlers of their own social stamp at a premium. The select
of these, influenced wholly perhaps by a distant relationship
themselves or their neighbours, or some meagre introductic
has often been most unfortunate—sometimes from a mo:
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btimes from a practical point of view ; but that is their own
I or misfortune, and has nothing to do with the main point,
bw, all over Canada, particularly in the North-West, as well
1 the United States, there is a fair sprinkling of those exceph, and sometimes very brilliant exceptions, to the rule which,
tr with truth, sets down the gentleman emigrant as a failure.
\y of these who have utilised a good capital with good judgt in ranching or in wheat-growing occupy an enviable and
pinent position, and are perhaps the most valuable settlers in
Miole North-West. Their opinions on this particular matter
gvorth, for reasons too obvious to need mention, considerably
e than that of any other class in either country, for they
IT their own sort at home and have been themselves through
mill. They know also, not merely Canada, but Canada from
practical agricultural point of view ; so it is very natural that
a some inquiring parent hears through his relations in Blank;, and perhaps on yet better authority, of their quondam
hbour's flourishing position, he feels he would like to send
I to him—" it would be such a capital start." In the meanI he has read everywhere in pamphlets and newspapers that
fnot necessary to pay a premium—an obvious truism. So
a he prefers his request to our ranching friend he considew remarks that he will not, of course, expect Tom to receive
tary just at first; but he was in his house football team, is
ited to the open air, and has been for six months with a
brated land agent in the North of England (" Yes, at £150
jar," soliloquises Mr. Ranchman, who knows the whole proline), learning land valuation, and seeing something of tile
aing and the erection of model cottages—so he is not wholly
lout experience, and should prove most useful. Mr. RanchUmiles a grim smile. He has seen young Englishmen come
p r ten or fifteen years, and has his own views as to the relaproportion of sheep and goats—and has very decided opinions
\ the " acquired experience." He hands the letter to Mrs.
Ihman, who ten years ago left an English country rectory
lie west, and by pluck and energy, aided by her husband's
ibss, has kept the house a centre of refinement in somewhat
p. oasis as regards such things. I will draw a veil over the
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enthusiasm with which Mr. and Mrs. Ranchman hail the pro
of an occupant for their spare bedroom, and a strangei
possibly even a troublesome young man at their board
within their domestic circle, for three hundred and sixt;
days in the year, in exchange for his valuable assistanc
am afraid from the Red River to the Pacific there woui
only one answer from this type of man—a polite one, t<
effect that the writer was not accustomed to receive y
gentlemen upon these terms. He might add that he x
find him a place with a settler in the neighbourhood. I
his wife were looking over his shoulder—hospitable soul a
is, having cooked and made beds for scores of wandering fe
countrymen in her time, and not received more, perhaps, tl
third of her due meed of gratitude, and rendered cautioi
think she would say: " No, my dear, I would say nothing ;
that. If he and his farmer part company we shall have hi
our hands, perhaps indefinitely; and it will be regarded
matter of course—possibly even a favour conferred on us.
people would, of course, scream at the bare possibility of s
thing happening to them in England, where housekeepi:
easy; why should we lay ourselves open to it ? "
At any rate, Mr. Ranchman would decline with
politeness. What he would like to say is this:—
" If I wished to send a son to England and to board hin
simple but refined home in the country with people of my
class, and requested, as you have done, that he should be
cared for as regards morals and discipline, etc., etc., and if i
reason to suppose you were open to that kind of thing in
rectory, and in consequence made inquiries as to your ti
they would almost certainly be £7$ o r ^ i o o a y e a r , and I si
not complain, nor would anyone question its approximate ee
" Now, my house here is as good a one on the whole as y
and as well, though somewhat differently, furnished. My taj
quite as good ; we appear at our evening meal decently claeJ
spend our evenings like you—among books, newspapers, n
zines, music, and such ordinary indoor pursuits as are cd
among your neighbours in Blankshire. Meat and bread are j
what cheaper than with you, groceries dearer, servants' wad
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er, and the onus of an extra inmate far greater—living as
ve—than in your case. I am also expected to take moral
Dnsibility for a youth I know nothing about. And the
itions of a new country and a new life are notoriously apt to
alate young Englishmen of our class to enterprises which,
>t necessarily vicious, are trying and troublesome to those in
£e of them. My compensation for this is to be the value
ie work to be taught him by me by the way—that this
phisticated and possibly unsteady and even undesirable
ite of my family may accomplish in the year during which
ill condescend to reside with me without a salary.
We will assume he is immaculate and trustworthy. Ignorant
rust be. In such a case 150 dollars, or £30, is the very utmost
ervices could possibly be rated at for the first year under the
t optimistic valuation ; ^ 2 0 would be a fairer estimate, while
light be actually more trouble than he was worth. I cannot
as to this, having never seen him; I can only strike an
age of three or four hundred young Englishmen I have
vn come out here, and this would be nothing like £$0.
fever, we will take the maximum, and deduct that from
£ 100 you would ask me to pay you in like case.
As a final word, I should like to remark that if you were
[enticing your son to a lawyer, architect, or engineer you
id pay large sums for the mere privilege of his sitting in
• office, and pay his board bill besides. If you were writing
I farmer of a lower social grade than myself and with a
rher menage, in England or Scotland, you would not venture
bake the suggestion you made to me. Nor would you, in
|ng to planters or farmers in India, Ceylon, Australia, or
I Zealand, expect such terms from them, and why to me
juse I live in Alberta or Manitoba ?
You are the victim of misconceptions and phrases. Your
fcan certainly go as a hired man to a plain Canadian farmer
Lout a premium. He might even be offered small wages.
I conditions of life are quite different, as you would underd if you paid a visit to the neighbourhood. He can and
Id be, moreover, got rid of promptly if unsuitable. This
pt be the best course for him to pursue. I offer no opinion
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on it, not knowing your son—therefore I should not like
responsible for the outcome.
" When people of my sort want to hire hands we pref
have skilled ones and pay them good wages, and turn the
when done with. If a young Englishman with a year or
experience of this country achieves such a standard and ea
reputation for sense and energy, I would as soon, perhaps sc
hire him than another; but I have no ambition to play th
of instructor, guardian, and host, or to see the domestic dut
my wife, already sufficiently trying, increased—and most cert
not without some quid pro quo, even assuming that your so:
well-behaved and sensible inmate, an assumption that ne
with fifteen years of experience in this country would drea:
a moment of making off hand."
These are practically the universal sentiments of the ki]
men whom many well-to-do English parents, if they kne\
country, would to an absolute certainty most desire to place
sons with—men whose record, influence, and example is s
lating to youth ; and a young Englishman, when he sees th<
traditions of his own class maintained with all the other qui
necessary to success in colonial life, is more likely to be ins
to imitation and emulation than by any other kind of
Indeed, it may not be merely a matter of a few pounds, bi
very saving or making of him.
Unfortunately, these men are not very numerous, nor
available. Moreover, all these considerations, sufficiently lum
to any man of the world, are naturally beyond the comprehe
of the ordinary western settler or hired man, who would prol
tell the pupil that he was being swindled, or at least that he
fool to work when he was paying what they would only r<
as " big board money." Indeed, many people who oug]
know better talk and write as if the sole object of the son
well-to-do father, who had gone out to learn his trade, wa
amount of shillings a week he might possibly earn durini
first few months of the process, and, in the meantime, i\
completely the vital question of the people among which he
be thrown at the most critical period of his life. One hal
say anything against the general principle of a young f
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k self-supporting, but it is apt to be made a mere fetish of,
the exclusion of other considerations, in some cases a
[sand times more important.
1st after completing this chapter, I had occasion to write to
jjmglish acquaintance who has been ranching for twelve or
In years in the North-West with zeal and ability, and asked
[in a postcript to send me his views on this question if he
the time or inclination. Whatever they might be, I knew
[would be valuable and interesting, from the status of the
gr both in Canada and England, and his intimate experience
jpth. As the member of an exceptionally gifted and wellpm family, my correspondent has devoted his share of these
ties with a more than sufficient accompaniment of physical
lgth and energy to a ranching life in the North-West. His
s is a model of what a North-Western ranch should be, and
5 himself one of those settlers whom Canada could not have
igh of but gets so few. His letter lies before me, and covers
pages. It is extremely trenchant, and exhibits on this
ect views of a most strenuous kind. The writer says that
matter is so much one of personality that you cannot
cribe, but, speaking generally as regards these young men,,
hinks that four who are sent as regular pupils to men of
• own social stamp who have succeeded will ultimately
e out good farmers for one of those sent in the ordinary
lazard fashion as hired men to the Canadian farmers in
North-West. He uses almost identical language to that of
imaginary letter that my own experience had suggested as
essing the sentiments of his class and quoted above. He
its that these are not the off-hand opinions of the masses, but
irks that the masses are quite unqualified to feel sympathy
the young Englishman under such circumstances, and do
give a second thought to any feelings of responsibility that
itish parent of this class may or should possess, and look
!
to the outlay of the immediate moment. At any rate, I
j no hesitation in quoting the opinions of so able a judge
hose who care to have them, and I should perhaps hesitate
0 even so much if they were not those of the majority of
type of man, of whom I know and have known so many
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in the course of the last twenty or thirty years. His letter wi
up:—" One does hear such pitiable nonsense talked in
trains and among people who know nothing about the ma1
The papers write articles on the one side, showing abso
ignorance of the plain facts of the case and going on the princ
that because it is in the colonies it will be all right. I tl
just the opposite; in the colonies a boy is cut loose from e^
tie which holds him in his place in the old country, and
cannot be too particular as to how you start him."
I may say all this the more freely, and present the poim
view of the enlightened English ranchman, as I incline my
towards the preliminary year or two with a well-chosen Ont
farmer before going west. Nor, again, should it be forgol
that great numbers of people have in the past taken premii
paying pupils who were qualified neither by character, experie:
nor circumstances for doing so. This, however, has notr
whatever to do with the principle itself from the first-c
ranchman's point of view, who merely declines to have anytr.
to do with a pupil under any other conditions, and he must
the best judge of what pays or does not pay. England itsei
in farming as in every other profession—is rife with absurdi
in the premium system.
I have said nothing of the Guelph Agricultural College a
resort for the intending settler, though I have mentioned it
one of the best institutions of its kind to be found anywhere,
think, however, there is little doubt, but that a young man £
more benefit from such a course when he has had some exp
ence of ordinary farming life. This is the case, of course, v
most of the Guelph students. Though manual labour of
sorts is carried on by the students, and many of them red
their expenses by working on the college farm, it is bettei
think, for the quite inexperienced to have a year of regular fs
life first. The lectures and experiments in agriculture and
theoretical side are so much better understood by the stud
who has actually helped to plough, to sow and to save a ci
to milk cows and to tend horses. Moreover, the best agriculti
college cannot reproduce the life of a family who are maid
their living out of the land, and leading such a life as the yoi
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r himself expects some day to lead ; just as the wise
. in England, who is anxious to fit himself for land-agency
does not go to an agent who takes six pupils, but one
* where he will be by himself. If the would-be farmer in
la wants to see the genuine thing he will take at least one
-and that for choice the first—where he will be in daily
ct with the hundred and one small matters, indoors as
is out, that go to make up the life of a farmer, but not
agricultural college.
long the many suggestions made by leading men in
la whose lives bring them in contact with this type of
I Englishmen, and who feel sorry for the desultory and
less fashion in which they are pitchforked about the
ry, is that of a sort of training college for them alone,
is somewhat against the democratic spirit of Canada and
reality only the taking of a great many paying pupils
ie farm. It has been tried in a private way several times,
n two or three cases by men of good experience and high
on, who were individually superior probably to any official
mch a small training college would be likely to attract.
> failed from the fact that with a dozen, twenty, or thirty
I Englishmen of an age and in a situation where discipline
st difficult, and of a class that produces the largest pro>n of those who need a strong hand, success is practically
ssible. Here comes in the old trouble that the steady and
ntentioned are submitted to the influence of those who are
try reverse at close quarters. Such a body of young men,
3 apt to be classed by the tone of its most visible members
1 these will be the rowdy, the idle, and the foolish. This
|f notoriety makes an establishment unpopular, or, even
| ridiculous, and ridicule even on the prairies kills.
these remarks, of course, are intended to apply to the
[of young men of the public school description in their
I the best period of life for most of them to emigrate, for
hs already given. Those of a maturer age, and all those
different social type, may fairly be left to take their chance
the help of the labour bureaus, and after all they form the
mse bulk of British emigration.

208

CANADA IN T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURY

The others, as I have said, are, from the Canadian poin
view, perhaps not worth a chapter, but to the anxious parent
whom it is written—pity, indeed, that he is not rather n
anxious sometimes—the subject is, or should be, one of '
import and personal interest. And I trust it may assis
moving him to exercise some of the prudence and forethoi
in consigning his offspring to a country three thousand n
away, and to an untried life, that he would exercise in sen
him to an adjoining county, and to have some sort of guara
that a boy who requires and deserves encouragement ;
critical period should not be handicapped by unnecess;
depressing surroundings, and a " boss " that is not qualifie
do him justice. Relative roughing it to what he has been ae
tomed and hard work are inevitable, and, indeed, salutar
he aspires to be himself a settler; but the different way in w
these conditions may be introduced to him by two types of i
much alike in the eyes of their world, is remarkable, and of n
import to himself, his friends, and possibly to his future,
above all things, let not the hasty parent send a youngster oi
learn his business with another young fellow who has as
acquired neither wisdom nor experience merely because
relatives at home live in a neighbouring parish or he has s
acquaintance with his second cousin.
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" Where the blue hills of old Toronto shed
Their evening shadows o'er Ontario's bed."

rHUS sang T o m m y Moore when the last century was still
mg, and with a most outrageous indulgence in the proverbial
*tic licence. For the fair city, that was then a village, and
v contains nearly a quarter of a million inhabitants, lies upon
gentle a slope by the lake shore as is reasonably sufficient for
needs of the sanitary engineer. Toronto is not only the
:ial, commercial, and political capital of Upper Canada, but is
entire class ahead and many times the size of Hamilton,
ndon, or Kingston. Its situation in a sheltered bay at the
•th-western end of Lake Ontario is in every way superb,
th for its shipping trade, its importance as a railway centre,
d its nearness to all the fattest land of the province, and,
nbined with other causes, makes it the most popular place of
jdence in Canada for those who, in this respect, are in a
6tion to please themselves. Montreal, though a larger city,
divided between two races, who, as we have seen, mix with
:h other scarcely at all. Toronto is entirely British. Regardf it as an Anglo-Saxon community it is in some respects,
is inevitable, very American, in others more English than
(gland herself. There is certainly no city in North America
tere an educated Englishman could reside more pleasantly,
fft/bat can one find to say about the physical properties of one
these large modern towns across the Atlantic ? T h e y have
often been described, from the huge tree-like poles by the
iewalks that carry the innumerable telegraph and telephone
Sfes through the busy quarters to the leafy avenues of the
lurbs. Of course, Toronto is laid out in parallelograms, the
fef and busiest streets, such as King and Queen, running parallel
Bi the lake shore—the others crossing them and trending up
:.
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that long, very gentle slope, whose shadows Tom Moore's \
fancy has described as falling on Ontario's bed. Yonge Si
is the most celebrated by far of these lateral arteries, no
much on account of its business as from the fact of its retail
its name for thirty or forty miles out into the country, a sun
of old primitive days. This has furnished jokes for the vii
to the Queen city from time immemorial, and even an anc
intimacy with its peculiar humour is apt to fail one fc
moment, when some passing acquaintance recalls the rural
of his or her " old home on Yonge Street," alluding to a f
two counties away.
Substantially built and dignified are the main street:
Toronto, though not quite so aspiring as the business block
Montreal. They are of stone and brick, of course—red s;
stone, grey limestone, red brick, white brick, and all fashie
with as much regard for form and art as could reasonabl;
expected, in banks, insurance companies, or departmental st<
Somewhat unfortunately, perhaps, the railroad tracks, witr
their buildings, intervene between the city and the shore,
effectually prevent any desire to wander by " Ontario's t
Indeed, you may spend months, winter months certainly, in
most popular residential quarters of the city and forget altoge
the fact that you are virtually at the seaside. In normal wea
you can just see across the lake at this point, and in c
summer weather may even mark the misty cloud that overhc
Niagara to the south and sixty miles away. A feature, toe
the lakeward outlook from Toronto is " The Island," that 1
narrow strip of natural breakwater, two or three miles out
which stand various resorts for the crowds who in summer t
throng the steamers that lead there.
Seventy or eighty years ago Toronto straggled along
lake shore in its old character of York, " Muddy little York,
the old makers of Upper Canada, who lived there or gath<
there for snug " Family Compact" sessions, used to call it.
Americans had burnt it contemptuously in the war of 1812 ;
it cost them Washington, which was destroyed in retalia
by the British, though English history books, which seem
get their facts on these topics mainly from American wril
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fcrally omit to say so, and represent General Ross as a wanton
idal. " Little York," however, had risen phoenix-like from
ashes to the dignity of nearly 3,000 souls by 1830. When
rst knew it in 1873 it boasted some 60,000, though it still had
character of a great country town in many respects. Now
I very distinctly a capital city in all its attributes, as well as
its quarter-million of population. I should doubt, moreover,
.ny city of the same size contained so few of that class whose
rerty calls for organised assistance, or who live at the edge
want and give a more or less squalid appearance to the
irters they inhabit. The bigger American cities have always
Jonsiderable element of Irish, foreigners, or negroes, who
>vide among them quite a large semi-pauperised class,
ronto is not, of course, free of such an incubus, but I should
surprised if its population were not, as an average, about
most well-to-do in the world. I fully believe that the
Imice of Ontario would give an individual record of comfort,
n for man, that no other community of two million people
the world could show ; none, at least, of those which occur
one as rivalling it in this respect are so free of the element
I would drag the average down.
fo give in detail the numerous industries that flourish in the
>ital of Central Canada, midway between the ports of Halifax,
jjohn, Quebec, Montreal and the West, would be superfluous,
is a great and growing distributing point:. The Canadian
rific and the Grand Trunk Railroads both enter it; several
jer short lines of road bring the trade of the province
the city. Great banks, commercial houses, insurance and
pi companies, trading as far as the Pacific coast, have their
^dquarters in Toronto. The departmental stores, like Eaton's
j Simpson's, are almost as large as Whiteley's, though arranged
re on the Parisian plan, and, in spite of a 20 to 30 per cent.
Iff, the average price of manufactured goods will be found
fre but a fraction higher than in England. Railroad shops
I an important place in Toronto's industries, while porkfacing houses, agricultural implement factories, iron foundries,
tilleries and shipyards, carriage and piano works aid in
piling the volume of its trade. The well-to-do people of the
P 2
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country towns come up here to shop, while a large strear
travel from all four points of the compass is continually sur
through its many excellent hotels—tourists as well as busi
men; for Toronto is not only a point of departure for
steamer trips down Lake Ontario, by the thousand island
Montreal and Quebec, but also for the back-country res
whither Americans now go in their thousands. The city be
of one of the best electric tramcar ^services in North A me
The long cars follow each other in quick succession down
main routes or up the lateral streets, their tickets, at " six i
quarter," carrying you into the remotest suburbs with admir
velocity; while their conductors, of whom I have had a pi
wide experience, are for a free country, and considering t
arduous duties at the crowded hours, the most amiable and p
of their kind.
To tabulate the public and conspicuous buildings of Tor
would be usurping the functions of the guide-book and bo
the reader at the same time. Before leaving the busi
centres, however, we might note the fairly venerable pile oi
James', which combines the functions of diocesan cathedral
parish church ; the public library, which, with its fine refer
department and devoted librarian, is about to find qua
more worthy of its importance, with the help of Mr. Ane
Carnegie ; and lastly, the Toronto Club, which, in a city sc
of " clubbable " people as this, is an institution not merely oi
standing, but of great importance and of exceeding comfort,
an instance of the old-time conservatism of Toronto, one o
oldest and most distinguished members told me that he
remembered about forty years ago the first candidate in t
(wholesale trade, of course) being put up—and black-ballec
that score alone—and the indignation he felt, being then, as 1
deeply imbued with liberal principles.
Trade in Toronto is now "on top." Perhaps that is too str
The Queen city has still much of the old leaven, and pi
herself on still holding a somewhat different point of view i
Montreal. Both the Canadian capitals are thoroughly hea
in their growth. When you look at the population of Syc
or Melbourne, near half a million respectively, and ther
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of the colonies they represent, a feeling that something
I assuredly be wrong, rather than one of respect for their
I growth, takes hold of you. But the growth of Toronto
been thoroughly healthy and proportionate to that of the
ny. No Socialistic legislation to give the loafer wages at
ofitable public works, paid out of borrowed capital, is cornlie with the Canadian frame of mind. If there is no work
im in the city, he must go to the woods, the farms, or the
ies, where always, in some shape or form, it awaits the
ig man.
>ronto, for a time perhaps, sucked the country towns somei of their vitality, but the growth of local manufactures has
ked this tendency of late. It can only be said to do so now
e restricted sense that people who make money in the small
JS naturally hanker after a wider sphere to spread their newlyd social wings in, but this really amounts to nothing. Toronto
red, not many years ago too, from an insensate land boom,
more curious as it occurred at a time when Canadian prosy was the reverse of buoyant. However, like Winnipeg in
which had more reason to lose its head, the lesson was so
ring a one that it will probably never again be required.
I values now go slowly but surely up. If there is a city
|e world whose steady growth is certain and justified, it
pronto. Rents are high, but food is cheap and extremely
I T h e fattest agricultural districts of Ontario lie all around
f h e fruit orchards and vineyards of the Niagara district are
i doors, while its connections with all parts of the continent
ntimate and speedy. It is commonly said that a good table
jpe maintained in Toronto for less money than in any big
in North America. Perhaps it would be safe to say that
Average price of staple foods was 30 per cent, lower than
pgland. You cannot get the equivalent of Welsh mutton,
I sure, nor for some strange reason is good breakfast bacon to
lid, but everything else, turkeys, geese, ducks, chickens, beef,
Ir, cream, cheeses of many sorts, are all abundant and of the
j Salmon, both from the Pacific and Atlantic—the latter
I best, though not quite equal to British—is cheap and
liful. So, too, of course, is cod, while the white fish of the
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great lakes, and trout of all varieties in their season, toge
with wild fowl and other game, swell the menu. Lastly, oy<
are cheap and consumed in great quantities. This food ques
leads one naturally to that of housekeeping in a big Canai
city, and the question of housekeeping, which in other cla
is merely a matter of prices, when it concerns society—u
the term in a sane, not a fanciful or restricted sense—beco
interesting.
Even in Toronto, whither such servants as there are in
province naturally drift, the question is acute. There are m
millionaires and a great many wealthy people now in the (
which was not the case two decades ago ; and where wages
no particular object the problem solves itself. But the g
majority of educated and sociable people in Toronto, as elsewl
are, of course, not thus blessed, and experience considerable c
culty in getting and retaining servants. Great numbers of pe<
who by birth and education mix naturally in the best circles
go out freely, have only one servant—but then the Canac
ladies are marvels of housewifely cleverness, and they are assi;
by labour-saving contrivances that would be a godsend to Eng
housewives. I do not suggest that the average householc
this class outside the actually wealthy has not more than
servant, but the latter condition is an extremely common >
and in houses, too, which in Kensington would cry aloud
three at the very least. Nor would there be anything to «
gest this discrepancy of labour in a comparison between th
There are some people again who have given up the sen
question in despair, do their own housework, and have t
meals in some adjoining hotel or restaurant. This son
deplorable to the British mind, but in a small family of cap;
people home life under such circumstances is apt to be as dai
and in a quiet way as well appointed, as in many households wl
servants are tumbling over each other under a timid or unpract
mistress. A Canadian lady must have a practical knowledg
her duties. At any moment, not merely in Toronto, but
more in other parts of the Great Dominion whither fate may 1
her, she may be left without domestic help of any kind, ;
have to cook and do housework for any length of time. 1
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tally contrives to achieve this, however, in such unobtrusive and
lful fashion as would wholly deceive the unknowing stranger
0 only saw her appear well-dressed at meals or in the drawing
>m, into the notion that the usual staff was busy in the back
:mises. Yet what hundreds of middle-class households of
all incomes there are in England with three or four athletic
rghters eating their heads off, who, if such an interval occurred,
uld call upon the very heavens to fall in their helpless condia. I have myself received so much graceful hospitality under
Iditions of this kind both in the East and in the West at various
tes, that I feel the question is almost too personal a one to
ich upon from any point of view. No educated women,
brally, court this situation, or like it, and this makes the way
:y achieve it all the more worthy of admiration. With
Inking incomes, and a growing scarcity of domestic servants,
vould be a good thing if the daughters of England in small
ablishments, who had no more profitable occupations, followed
t in even a modified way, and helped out their fathers, mothers
1 brothers, where this would be a saving. For a girl who can
y hockey all the afternoon and golf all the morning, three or
ir hours of cooking, bed-making, and washing up,. would be
Id's play, and a trifle to what her Canadian sister often does,
0 plays an admirable part in society at the same time. There
jn short, a very fine opening for domestic servants of all kinds
Toronto; both for those of the ordinary sort, who merely give
1 bare service of their contract, and profess no further interest,
d a really splendid one for those who have the gift of making
imselves really valuable to their employers and a wish to do so.
r the latter, both in wages and reciprocity of treatment, rewards
; very great. For the lady-help, too, the prospects should be
tter from every point of view than in the old country, where
:h experiments seem mostly to be a dismal failure—always
Dvided the candidate be both a lady and a help, instead of
fcher one nor the other, which I am told is frequently the case.
This sort of talk brings us to the thorny question of society
Toronto, a subject always difficult to enter upon for anyone
t an entire stranger, and the diagnosis of an entire stranger is
t apt to be accurate. I have said that Toronto is probably
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the pleasantest city in North America from an all-round Engl
or Canadian point of view. Twenty or thirty years ago, wl
it was much smaller, everybody knew everybody. There \
not then much wealth, though a great deal of solid comfort, i
certain families stood out as social leaders. The older soci
of Toronto consisted very largely of the same class that used
run the country towns—sons or grandsons of English office
or civilians of the same type, who had emigrated early in i
century, descendants of U. E. Loyalists who had taken a le
in the Colony, and a smaller leaven of English fami]
who for various reasons had come out to reside there,
any rate, it was a society mainly of people belonging to
professions or living on private means, very much conned
with one another by marriage, and a good deal married into i
British regiments, who in those days garrisoned the count
Its point of view was what would be there described as " v<
English." It is very English still, but the point of view 1
shifted in both countries. Toronto has quadrupled in popu
tion since those days, and probably the class of people eligi
for "society," when means permit and inclinations point tl
way, has much more than quadrupled. A vast amount
money has been made in trade and speculation of late yei
and it has practically revolutionised Toronto. Numbers
new people and new names have sprung into social pror
nence who can afford a style of living far more profuse a
showy than the mass of the older set either can or care
emulate. Money has by no means got it all its own way
Toronto; it is too new. The old traditions, the numerii
strength of the older families, aided perhaps by a very lai
element of culture connected with the universities, would be
check for the present, at any rate, on any monopoly of distincti
by wealth alone. But the change has been very great, both
expenditure and in the immense enlargement of the social an
Toronto ladies now complain that they spend every leisu
moment in paying calls. People who have known the city and
society all their lives declare that they frequently see handsor
equipages occupied by elegant individuals of whose identity th
have not the remotest notion, and in the same way see accour
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p newspapers of gorgeous receptions given by people whose
names they never heard. Perhaps this does not mean so
tto the reader as it would to people who knew Upper Canada
pier days.
addition to the regular cycle of dinner-parties, balls and
itions, there are social items drawn from the American
toire. Crowded tea parties for ladies alone is one of them,
* the decorations and refreshments are lavish, and two or
r rooms are full to bursting of well-dressed women criticising
pther's garments, unkindly as vulgar man would insist, but
the artistic interest which the fair sex, who, after all, dress
ach other, always evince. Then there are young people's
tr parties, with dancing afterwards ; married ladies' lunches,
a are very elaborate ; girls' lunches and girls' teas ; and
ions of various kinds in honour of " buds," that is to say,
g women just launched into society.
ronto society is so large, and has so many sets which would
inly resent being graded like that of a commercial city
best and second best, that appraisement is difficult. A
eracy in the second generation can acquire a certain social
pnacy in a new country, but in the first generation, when it
e to face with a comparatively old organisation full of longured names who have not been accustomed to take money
rery much account in their social estimates, but other things
pd deal, and, as a matter of fact, have been themselves
\y people of moderate or small fortunes, it is a different
H It has for the present, I take it, to be content with
llty, and be thankful for so much. In another generation,
ngs continue to move in Canada at their present rate, there
|e great changes. But, indeed, I think there is much social
w in Toronto. I do not think the new wealthy element
I unduly from enlarged heads, while the old-timers, who
, after all, been born and bred in a quasi-democratic country,
Ihe claims of wealth its full meed of recognition. Wherever
b-Saxons are gathered together there will be snobbery and
Irity. In the United States the latter probably achieves its
1st development. T h e former has, perhaps, a finer field for
ay in England, and finds there its chosen home. Toronto is
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human and Anglo-Saxon, but I should be inclined to say it
freer from both these social characteristics than most of the«
communities in other countries. Some day, doubtless, it wi
like the rest. At any rate, it has resisted the dropping oi
terminal " g," which speaks volumes in its favour.
I have spoken, I trust, with becoming reserve as a mere i
of the ardour with which the ladies entertain each other, \
the gentlemen are away in those more serious realms of 1
and stone that look out over Lake Ontario. The latter,
entertain one another a good deal, not only at the clubs h
ordinary way, but there are quite a number of small dining <
composed of souls congenial to one another, who meet at sf
periods, sometimes with a purpose, sometimes with no e
than that of enjoyment. Among these, the Round Table (
which is academic and literary, dines once a month at M'Conl
where the now venerable Professor Goldwin Smith is a
infrequent guest. Most characteristic of all, however, thou|
a different sense, is the Canadian Club. Here, once a wee
lunch time, nearly all that is brightest and most vigorous,
ticularly among the younger men of the city, meet in a large
to the number of three hundred or more. Exactly half-anis allowed for lunch, which consists of a single sufficient cc
with coffee. Some well-known speaker then addresses the
for precisely twenty-five minutes, leavingfivefor the club busi:
At one meeting last winter "Municipal Government" was
subject of an address by Dr. Goldwin Smith. Toronto
suffered for years from the insignificance of the men who 3
been elected to office in its various wards, not from any fau
the electors so much as from the refusal of the right soi
men to concern themselves with civic affairs. Dr. Smith, w
interest in Canadian concerns never flags, though some oi
views are unpopular, carried the house with him on this occa
when, with one of his flashes of dry, caustic humour, he decl
he had long ago given up trying to find out who the vai
obscure persons were who got themselves elected, and, for
own part, had "voted straight with his butler" for the lasttwi
years !
On another occasion I heard Dr. Parkin, fresh from a ton
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United States in the interests of the Rhodes scholarships,
ress the club on his experiences and his hopes,
pfore finishing my remarks on Social Toronto—which I feel
extremely inadequate, partly perhaps because they must be
f—-I should not omit to say that dinner-parties are a popular
I of entertainment, not only in the larger houses, but among
>le with smaller establishments, who do not hesitate to
Hairi one another in this most sociable and truly hospitable
lethods. How about the servant question, the fair reader may
I properly ask, after all I have said about it ? The difficulty is
t simply solved by a staff of two or three professionals at the
ness, who go round to houses when required on such occasions,
sports and pastimes come under the heading of things
il I have not yet finished, for Toronto is eminently athletic,
tball during its short season, lacrosse, with boating on the
are all popular; so is cricket, as much at any rate as anyre in Canada. Rifle shooting engages the attention of about
same proportion of the volunteers as in the old country ;
as in Montreal, ice hockey on the great rinks is the most
ted pastime perhaps of all. Golf fills a very important place
be world of sport, and there are several fine links with
ious club-houses within reach of the city. That dreariest
most negative of games, baseball, has a certain following.
1 lastly, there is a hunt club, which is a semi-social, semiting association, with fine quarters, kennels and grounels,
e six miles out. The aniseed bag, it is true, is unavoidably
main object of pursuit, and the sport of hunting is painfully
:ic in Canada at the best; but heaps of fun is had, and many
ers are held in the most delightful club-house. There is a
I M.F.H. to the other one in Montreal, and the club not only
s men who are fond of riding an object, which is sorely
led in a non-riding country, but provides a rendezvous for
[h-driving in winter. The soft, powdery snow on the Toronto
Is makes admirable going for what would be called in London
I liver brigade," and even with a thermometer near zero you
' see any fine afternoon well-appointed horsemen, singly or
roups, cantering towards the country, the breath of the horses
ing thick clouds in the frosty air.
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But this perhaps is enough in such a work as this of so<
athletic, or frivolous Toronto. I have as yet said nothing of
appearance of the residential districts which in summer are fan
for their bowery and verdant appearance. The houses are ma
of brick or red stone, and having been usually built by prn
individuals, with the help of architects, for their own use, si
a reasonable level of taste. The lawns on which they stand
elsewhere in Canada and the States, are open to the sidew
while every street is bordered by rows of maples or lind<
mostly by this time full grown. In the actual suburbs, s
as Rosedale, on high and broken ground a couple of m
out of the city, land is sold on the condition that the {
chaser builds a residence from a choice of plans supplied
a first-class architect. So on the whole Toronto may be prou
its appearance, particularly in summer, and I may add is so.
late winter nights too the effect is very beautiful in these aven
when the electric lights cast the shadows of the leafless trees u|
the frozen snow, every bough and twig showing in marvell
and weird relief. But winters in Toronto and along this s
of the lake shore are extremely unsatisfactory from a Canad
point of view. They are too mild, while for out-door com
they are not mild enough. The winter of 1902—3, for instar
was above the average of severity in Canada generally. Que
had difficulty in grappling with excessive snow falls; in M
treal twenty below zero was frequently passed and the frost j
continuous. In places a couple of hours to the north and easi
Toronto the winter was only less cold and steady ; but in
city itself the thermometer did not touch zero or fall belov
more than about ten nights in the three coldest months. ]
at least half that period it actually thawed during much of
day and sometimes even at night. Sleighing is always inf
mittent and often somewhat farcical, as it is not always convene
to shift from runners to wheels at short notice, and the weati
gives none. Frequently in January and February the stre
are for several days a sea of slush. Men dress as they do
an English city, a few fur caps, from old habit rather than fn
necessity, turn out, and in the short cold snaps fur co
emerge to some extent, but a pot hat, an ordinary overcoat a
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*skin gloves are the usual winter dress of the Toronto man
quite sufficient for the normal winter day. The coachmen
exceptions: they are all clad in heavy furs and for good
on. The ladies, however, have long given up the jaunty and
Dming fur caps that in former days were almost the universal
Hgear in Canada, and the Paris hat or its equivalent—fragile
* gay with colour—does not to my thinking look nearly so
bonious on the top of thick winter garments and against a
aground of ice and snow. One article of wear no fashion nor
fice can ever tamper with for either sex, and that is the overl or the rubber, worn over boots or shoes in the streets. The
walks of all Canadian towns, Toronto included, for daytime
vs have little effect on them, are practically a sheet of ice all
winter through. Without rubbers walking is impossible, and
i thus shod vigilance must never for a moment be relaxed,
nbles are frequent and sometimes rather serious. Custom, of
rse, palliates the evil. But I have seen the oldest inhabitants
suddenly down on the sidewalk with the utmost resignation,
wing well that a certain number of these mishaps are due in
fetime, if not during the winter.
'he Queen's Park in Toronto lies well above and back from
business quarters, and is surrounded by the fashionable
dential streets. It is an undulating, well-timbered stretch,
gives space and dignity to the two fine blocks of buildings
ch stand within it, namely, the University of Toronto and
Parliament buildings of the Province of Ontario. The former
/numbers some eight hundred students in the Art School
ie, and nearly as many more in science and medicine,
i has a very large staff of professors. These figures include
:ertain number of women. It is the leading Protestant
iversity of Canada, is democratic in spirit and inexpensive in
t, which last can be readily kept at a rate of two hundred
i fifty dollars a year. On this very account a considerable
portion of young men come up to it in a somewhat unripe
dition for the lecture-room desk. Trinity College, or Trinity
iversity, is a small and more exclusive institution. It is a
: building, in spacious grounds, with chapel, library, and
ms for about a hundred undergraduates. Distinctly a Church
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of England foundation, and just fifty years old, Trinity sen
good many graduates every year into the Church, and
moreover, affiliated to it several well-known schools for
higher education of boys and girls. The Colleges of Vic
and Macmaster, Baptist and Presbyterian respectively,
both in Toronto, complete the degree-giving institutions oi
province. "Upper Canada College" is at present the i
flourishing of the schools of the English public-school typ
Canada.
The Anglican Church in Ontario with its six bishoprics :
its main strength in the cities and towns. In the old da;
the Colony large grants of land, known as the " clergy reser
had been set apart for its maintenance, but the growth oi
country running very strongly on Presbyterian and Non
formist lines soon made this a political question, and over
a century ago, after much feeling on both sides, the Chun
England was relegated to the position of a self-supporting
poration. The rural parish of England, with its vicar hoi
the peculiar religious and social position towards its inhabit
even to its Nonconformists, is unknown in Canada. The ma
the land-owning families being of other communions the Ch
is virtually driven into the towns or residential villages, the
attached to these there are frequently small churches out ir
country, served after the fashion of mission chapels, for
sprinkling of Anglicans that are present everywhere. It
be repeated too that the various denominations have not
same reluctance to attend each other's churches as is the
in England. The Anglican Church in the towns is numeric
strong and on a good footing. As a corporation, however,
not financially as prosperous as one might imagine from
number of wealthy laymen within its ranks. Indeed, one h
complaints throughout Canada that rich Anglicans do not
port their church outside their own parish like their Presbyte
and Methodist contemporaries.
The provincial government of Ontario is well housed,
have already mentioned, in the Queen's Park. Unlike Qu
and Nova Scotia there is no legislative council or upper he
but only an elective assembly of about a hundred membe

LEGAL TORONTO.
stry, and a lieutenant-governor, who for his five years of
f occupies Government House, which becomes in some
| a centre of Toronto society. It may be perhaps worth
Zoning as a remarkable feature of Ontario politics that
lis time of writing the Liberal Party has been in power for
y years.
ie lawyers have their tabernacle at Osgood Hall—another
j block of buildings, which include the Law Courts, Libraries,
\es' Chambers, and all the accessories pertaining to the legal
^quarters of a province already as populous as Denmark.
3 again, though also in the heart of the city, we have a
and important building set with becoming dignity inside
wn domain, and removed from contact with the traffic of
street by several acres of well-kept grounds. The interior
, of Osgood Hall and of the Parliament buildings is
psely decorated with the portraits of judges, politicians,
enant-governors, and governor-generals, who have been
dated with the public life of Upper Canada during the
century, and it will be a long time indeed before the
ince outgrows the capacity, so far as dignity goes, at any
I of its various public buildings.
lie two branches of the law are here combined, and in view of
great number of lawyers in the province, it may be remarked
the profession undertake a good deal of work that is
ide the sphere of English solicitors, and that the law, for
DUS reasons not here relevant, and some of which are regret2, is the almost universal stepping-stone to politics. Whether
career is entered on with noble or ignoble ambitions, proial politics in the main follow national lines in party matters,
lational lines in Canada at the present time are reduced to
mewhat theoretic difference in the tariff, the scope of conprsy to the provincial legislature is reduced to a mere
>tion of " ins-and-outs," in which occasional bribery cases
p
a prominent part. As the province on the whole is
srned with the hard-headed sense of the North Briton,
matter of personality is not a burning one outside the
fers in the political area. Municipal matters seem to cause
e discontent, so far as the capital is concerned. What would
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puzzle any stranger in Canada is the tolerant contempt
which politics and politicians, with, of course, notable res
tions, are spoken of by the mass of the educated class,
yet the reasonably capable manner in which affairs of the co
are somehow or other conducted.
Toronto, of course, shares with Montreal the mark<
Canadian finance. Its Stock E x c h a n g e is an active 1
and during the recent rise of Canada into almost an
plane of existence has been extremely active; and I
hardly say its business is virtually confined to Canadiar
American enterprises. In the share lists of the newspaper
European or African concerns are quoted, and what so
field for the investment of money at interest Canada prese
a question that m a n y people naturally ask, and it could n
put at a more opportune time than when we are in one c
two financial centres of the Dominion. Things have al
vastly in this respect during the last quarter of a centur
can remember when the great banks gave temporary depo
6 per cent, for their money, and their stock could be boug
figures which paid 8 and 9 per cent. Now 3 per cent, i
usual interest on deposits, and the stock of banks like the
Montreal, Toronto, Commerce, and Nova Scotia, which j
steady dividend of about 10 per c e n t , stands at 225 to
in spite of the double liability, which is the Canadian law.
perhaps is more eloquent than any words of mirte could
the absolute confidence which the chartered banks of Ca
inspire. Some of the loan companies have high reputai
such as the Canada Permanent, which is fifty years old.
normal prices this class of stock only pays from A \ to 1
cent, to purchasers. Town and city bonds are apt to be act
higher than their interest would warrant, as they are a po
form of investment among bankers for funds which are he
the nature of reserves or guarantees. First mortgages or
and country property in Ontario now yield 5 per cent. t<
investor, whereas in the 'seventies 8 and even 9 per cent,
current rates. But mortgages are hardly perhaps a form of in
ment to be recommended to the absentee, not because ir
hands of a trustworthy agent the principal is insecure,

INVESTMENTS.
I the fact that such loans are usually for short periods of
I; and again, should foreclosure become necessary, whether
ouse or farming property, inconvenience which was worth
ng for 8 per cent, is no longer so for 5. The loan companies
Ite throughout the west, where interest is higher, and morecan utilise good opportunities that carry no risk at all,
lould not be handled by individual absentees. For house
ferty or building land there are reasonable opportunities for
Ion the spot as elsewhere, but an English investor with his
|to a rise in values and | unearned increments" would
Irally cast his eye on the new countries of the Northt. There are,, of course, all sorts of industrial and land
orations of recognised standing open to the Canadian
|tor, carrying bonds, debentures, and such forms of
|ity that the non-speculative look to, but this is a very
I field of discussion, and requires at the crucial moment
jjrt advice. The great railways, such as the Canadian Pacific
the Grand Trunk, are so familiar on the English market as
squire no comment. I think, however, it would be safe to
(bat an investor who lived in oldef Canada could place his
ey without risk or trouble to himself at from 4J to 5 per cent,
jsurance is a very prominent business in Canada, and Toronto
I of its chief headquarters, sending out troops of agents over
pbole country as far as the Pacific coast. I know that there
insurance agents in England from modest notices hanging
and there on the walls of shop or office, but in Canada you
|travel with a whole smoking compartment full of them, and
[at tables in hotels where there is no one else. There are
w great and notable companies with whom wise men insure,
j£here are other companies, who offer more tempting rates,
Iwhom fools insure. I do not think that there is a man of
tance in Canada uninsured, not because prudence is a
ially Canadian virtue, but in view of the number of insurance
its perennially upon the warpath, including several who must
fiends or relations. I do not see how any man could hold
against the pressure, or what excuse he could possibly give
Is energetic friends, who can urge at the same time the
pus duties of insurance and their own claims to bringing
Q

226

Iii!

CANADA I N T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURA

its peace of mind and security to his wife or his future wif<
family. I do not know the statistics, but I should doubt if
was such a thoroughly insured people in the world as
Canadians.
Montreal being situated in French Canada, more than h<
journalistic energy is expended in publishing French pt
T h e chief English organs, The Star and Gazette^ however,
with twro or three leading papers of Toronto the honour o
premiership of Canada in such matters. The Globe (Liberal
The Mail (now Mail and Empire) (Conservative) have beei
chief organs of Ontario ever since I can remember, and are
printed, well edited, and influential. The News, an ev<
paper, has recently been reorganised as a third rival
independent lines, and there are other dailies of large circul;
T h e Press in Canada has a great mission before it in fig
political corruption. T h e natural result of party govern
is that the clean of both sides are too apt to denounce
unclean in the rival camps only. If everything were true
even high-minded and well-informed Canadians speak
believe of Canadian politics, things would be in a parlous
indeed. T h a t there is a good deal of crooked work no
could be found to d e n y ; but we may hope that the exige
of party zeal often exaggerates, and sometimes misrepres
the action of political opponents and their backers.
One admitted weakness of the Canadian Press has hitl
been the cabled news from Great Britain. For econ
reasons this has hitherto always come through American soi
and consequently prepared for the American palate, not
in matters of high politics, but in the wasting of space, s
as the Canadian reader is concerned, on the unimpo
junketings or performances of American citizens who ma
figuring for the moment in London or Paris society. T l
believe, is to be shortly rectified.
Journalism leads one to speak of literature, and of
Toronto, so far as English is concerned, is naturally the h
quarters. Canada for her population has not in the past
prolific in her literary o u t p u t She is young, strenuous
busy, and, moreover, little encouragement has been offered tc
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re author. The United States pours its productions across
frontier in a fashion most depressing to native talent, which
jto spread its wings beneath such mountains of imported
I monstrous trash though a good deal of it may be. In
Iture, as in other things, however, the leap forward of Canada
Iheered and stimulated the talent that was merely waiting
Ihe sunshine of prosperity in order to blossom. Toronto
I has a nucleus of younger men that, with the help of the
Jshing activity that is for the first time showing itself in the
ftry, should give an impetus to Canadian literature. With the
hple of the Mother Country before one, it may seem audacious
ope that in Canada the small minority of the reading public
appreciate something beyond fiction may increase upon the
I But the feeling seems quite sanguine now among those
can best gauge the taste of the Canadian public that better
k in that respect are coming, that among other things a
|er interest is already being evinced in the dramatic history
ie land, the noble men and the noble deeds that in the last
e centuries have contributed, not orfly to the making of
Ih America, but of the British Empire—heroes that gain
ting by the bathos of fictitious love stories and whose deeds
p best alone, in simple narrative, not as a peg on which to
I a glorified " penny dreadfuL" There is, indeed, already a
ig movement in this laudable direction, as in others of
bdred sort, and that the capacity to do it justice is there
p y , and will develop yet further as Canada grows, is a
per beyond doubt. Some good fiction cleverly preserving
I colour, that is fast fading away, is being written. A good
iof useful historical work, though not so very much as yet in
liar form, has already been done. It seems natural enough
I the literary sentiment of Canadians should turn freely to
I, and that the romantic nature of the northern wilderness
Ihose edge they live should stir the chords of song. There
I been a great many Canadian singers, both French and
^lish, most of whom show in their work the influence of the
Idless lakes and the clear, buoyant rivers—all so eloquent, if
Inaay say so, of the mysterious northland into which they
tch. Archibald Lampman, who died in Toronto a few years
Q 2
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ago, all too young, is the most remarkable of the group,
left behind him a thick volume containing many exqi]
lyrics and sonnets. Duncan Scott, his friend and editor,
Bliss Carman and Mr. Roberts of Nova Scotia, who has <
much good historical and other work, and M. Frechette,
well-known French-Canadian, are those whose names w
occur as the best-known Canadian singers now alive. On
different lines, too, there is no one in Canada so popular as
Drummond of Montreal, whose intimate knowledge of
French habitant character is expressed with infinite humor
verse written in the broken English used by the lumberme
the Ottawa and the border regions. Tennyson and Brow
Societies flourish in Toronto, and the Authors' Society of Cai
shows quite a strong list of clever and rising writers.
I have said that practically the whole of the well-to-do <
in Toronto, as in other large towns of the older provinces, tl
the woods, the lakes, the mountains, or the St. Lawrence, ir
summer holidays. The beginning of July sees the first o
exodus which, by the way, does not necessarily include
breadwinner at that early date. The scope for choice is sc
what bewildering to those who are not tied; some go to
coast and inland watering-places of the United States, a fe
Europe, but the shores of the great lakes and the whole coun
the S t Lawrence to the mouth of the Saguenay, and the <
of Gaspe take far more. But the most typical and time-honoi
holiday for the Upper Canadian is in the delightful back-cou
of his own province; and camping out is the good old-fashic
way of enjoying it.
Now the whole back-country of Ontario, from the valley of
Ottawa across to the Georgian Bay, is one vast network of 1
stream, and virgin forest: too rocky and poor for the most pai
have tempted settlers beyond such few as hang about the si
of a lumbering country. The towns of Peterborough and L
say lead directly into one section; the railway to Halibu
opens up another ; Muskoka a third, and the best known of
while the island studded broken shores of the Georgian
make a district of themselves. Here are lakes innumerable
all sizes, and covered in some cases with hundreds of isla
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| far-famed Thousand Islands on the St. Lawrence, now
kly occupied by the gorgeous summer cottages of Americans
greatly spoiled, is nothing unique, as guide-books and
jing tourists would lead one to suppose, for precisely
rtical scenery is to be seen in all parts of the great Ontario
^-country. There are here, it is true, no high hills nor mouns as in Quebec; and, indeed, a certain uniformity of character
f be set against it in appraising the level of its beauty,
ods deciduous and woods evergreen, water in repose, water
hing in cataracts, rock and sky, everything that can be had
1 these constituents #lone is present in the Ontario backitry. Here, too, in all the more accessible regions summer
;ls have arisen; islands and promontories, that twenty or
|y years ago would have been thought ludicrous objects for
ftle-deed, have been purchased and adorned with summer
ages. Lakes that in youth I have camped on for weeks in
plute solitude, but for the rugged denizen of the waste in his
fing canoe or the passing lumber drive, are now hives of
al life, and advertised with illustrated pamphlets all over
erica. But all this in no sense interferes with the freedom of
I as may wish to plunge into the wilderness beyond this
nere fringe, frequented by the most sociable or less mobile
oliday-makers. It is of immense advantage to Canada, this
st wilderness at its gates, as a field for those water and
dland pastimes which the hereditary instinct of Canadian
jh turns to, while as a delightful outlet for the older and the
I-worked, who with the familiarity of a lifetime of such
^tions can usually handle the paddle, the gun, the rod and
Icamp outfit with skill, it is a priceless boon.
i should be said, however, that Americans nowadays are as
lerous as Canadians along the outer rim of this great backhtry, and many have cottages of their own there, some
Ing from as far south as Baltimore and St. Louis. The
Ition of over-crowding happily does not apply here, from the
•that there is nothing at all between this fringe of holidaysers and the North Pole to cramp its expansion,
lere in the great reed beds the summer duck, the black duck
tthe teal breed, though in moderate and decreasing quantities,
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and the " fall duck " from the far north and west halt in Oct<
in their southward flight amid the great beds of wild rice,
show fine sport to the serious sportsmen who know wher<
go and how to play the game. In the woods, owing to
excellent game laws of later years, which strictly limit
kill of deer to each sportsman,-4:he latter have increased <
siderably, and there were more killed in Ontario this
season than for many years. The Canadian partridge or ru
grouse is the only game bird of the Ontario forests, but f
its scanty distribution and elusive habits and deplorable fond
for squatting perdu among the top branches of spruce and ;
trees, it is of small account except on the table, and is the qu
rather of the ardent youngster or the pot-hunter than the reg
sportsman.
One disadvantage, however, of the Ontario waters, compare
those of the less accessible back-country of Quebec, lies in
fact that the black bass and the maskinonge are the indiger
fish of the country, and not the trout, as in the former. In s<
of the tributaries of the Ottawa on the one side, and of
Georgian Bay on the other, the nobler species flourishes ; but
typical camp or cottage throughout this country has to
mainly for its pot and its sport on the coarser varieties, wl
abound, one or the other, or both together, in almost every 1
and river. The bass and the maskinonge, however, rank nex
the trout both in edible and sportive qualities. The former
every fisherman knows, will rise in certain places and at cer
times freely to the fly, and I have thus occasionally killed g
baskets on the rapid rivers of Ontario. But it is lakes more t
rivers that the Upper Canadian woodsman, whether amateui
professional, has chiefly to disport himself upon, and the mar
of fishing there is mainly trolling from a canoe with feathe
spoon. The old method was somewhat original, and consi<
in holding the line in your teeth as you paddled quickly in
out of the bays and over the likely fishing grounds, keeping
spoon some forty yards astern, at the right depth. A ten-po:
maskinonge under these conditions was apt to give his caj
almost as big a shock as he got himself when he fastened.
There is a peculiar charm and a rare sense of freedom at
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CAMPING OUT,
ip life in the Canadian woods, where health-giving cedar|ted breezes blow on most of the warmest days across the
Jed lakes. Glorious sunrises and sunsets mark the opening
|the close of day. Wood is abundant, and the camp fires flare
light against the sombre background of the forest. Round its
Irful glow the social evenings pass on winged feet, the bull
Is intermittent boom sounds from the swamps, and the solitary
is far out in the watery darkness
*. . . bemoan the light
With weird entreaties, and in agony
With awful laughter pierce the lonely night

Vhat is there in the world, too, for water travelling like a
ladian canoe of bass wood or cedar. Firmly set against the
^art with knees on a cushion or sheepskin, the light oneled paddle in accustomed hands, and his face to the world
|aters that lies around him, and perhaps with the girl of his
Ice as his only freight, the Canadian of all watermen is the
it to be envied. There is no clatter or splash of oars, nor
[any waving of paddle blades. Strongly and noiselessly you
Ii your light but seaworthy craft through tortuous channels,
iping over beds of water-lilies or swishing through beds of
d rice ; or you force it in the wind's eye over the white-capped
fes of. breezy lakes or run down tumbling rapids, or again,
In the need arises, hoist it on your shoulders and carry it
lugh the woods. The poet Lampman, whose passion for this
^virtually cost him his own, turns to it again and again in
[verse with graceful and happy touch—
" We run with rushing streams that toss and spume,
We speed or dream upon the open meres ;
The pine woods fold us in their pungent gloom ;
The thunder of wild water fills our ears;
The rain we take, we take the beating sun ;
The stars are cold above our heads at night.
On the rough earth we lie when day is done
And slumber even in the storm's despite.
The savage vigour of the forest creeps
Into our veins and laughs upon our lips;
The warm blood kindles from forgotten deeps
And surges tingling to the finger tips."

(
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CHAPTER X.

IN all that I have said about Ontario in the last chapt<
have had in my mind the old and populous part of the provr
with the wilderness immediately behind it. Its actual bound
line, it must be remembered, runs far away to the north
north-west, even to the bounds of Manitoba. Till recently
this was a solitude, of which no one but the lumberman
the mining prospector took much heed. Indeed, it was recko
as too barren and rocky for agricultural settlement, and m
on a par, in quality, with the back-country we have just t
discussing. Moreover, with the rich prairie land settling
many years so slowly, equally remote and far inferior 1
burdened in addition with unsaleable timber, were at a hope
discount in the eyes of the not too voluminous stream
immigrants.
A change, however, has now come over the scene, due
various causes, and a new country altogether is gradually oper
up, many hundred miles to the north-west of the old settleme
known as New Ontario; but of this region, more anon, as
shall shortly pass by it.
We must now take leave of old Canada, with its two provir
and its four millions of people, English and French, so shar
divided from one another in language, creed and territory, ;
strike out for that great North-West, which for the last generat
had such small significance; indeed, we have actually d<
with all that Canada stood for in times so recent as the Ameri
Civil War. If I had been writing this book thirty-five years i
I should now have arrived at the final page ; but I should bef
this have enlarged at length on backwoods farming and
difficulties that faced the immigrant and the pioneer—I
labours of clearing bush land, the erection of the log house,
first crop among the stumps, the rude and hearty frolic of i
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|ing bee, the long-suffering oxen and the deplorable phrasety by which they were urged, and in the lumber camps are
Surged, to their strenuous task. I have seen all these things,
I more, have taken part in them, in what, by Canadian
idards, might be called olden times, when the Red River was
bid of remote and doubtful promise, and the Canadian
Jfic Railway regarded by half the country as a scheme
racticable and unprofitable. I well remember, and indeed
e reason to, the everyday talk about the North-West and its
Ipects in those days. Its fertility, to be sure, was thoroughly
ised, though the grasshopper pest curiously enough was then
tig deterrent factor, and the temptation to venture was
littedly strong. It was generally checked, however, by the
I prevalent view that the settlers might be left for an indefinite
p without transportation for their grain, to say nothing of the
I considerable difficulty of transporting themselves and their
cts there in the first instance.
pt all this is ancient history, and we nowadays have only to
Dse one of the two luxurious routes which the Canadian
ffic offers by rail or lake respectively, and in a short
1 doubtless, there will be yet other alternatives. The
^rant or traveller bound direct for the North-West from
rland by through route would start from Montreal, and,
Versing the wilderness country at the back of Ontario and
jting the northern shores of Lake Superior to Fort William,
b head, about seven hundred miles in all, would thence go
lugh to Winnipeg, yet another four hundred. If the more
jiltory or curious wanderer finds himself in Toronto, as he
kinly should not fail sooner or later to do, he can hit off the
*ail route just mentioned by an eight-hour journey due north
pe Grand Trunk, which connects with the great transcontiial line at the junction of North Bay. If he is wise, however,
pill go out by the lakes and return by the " all-rail" ; I give
[order of preference under the assumption that the season
going west is usually a finer one than that of the traveller's
irn, and the lakes almost demand fine weather. I will
ta,t again, speaking in round numbers, that Canada proper is
Irated from its great west by nearly a thousand miles of what,
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till recently, has been a shaggy unpeopled wilderness; and i
of it is so yet, and will for ever thus remain.
The judicious traveller, though not perhaps the emigrant
take the lake route, and, leaving Toronto by the boat train i
mid-day, will find himself speeding northward through a plea
but for the most part second-class, farming country, anc
reach Owen Sound, on the Georgian Bay, in three to fourh
Here is a typical lake-shore Ontario town, of five or six thoi
souls ; business streets of brick and stone, with aspiring chu
of all denominations shooting their gables and spires he;
wards above leafy suburbs, while villas and country he
varied in material, colouring and style, but all much give
verandahs, crown the low ridges around in more digi
isolation.
But there is no time for closer inspection, as the train
charges its passengers alongside of one or other of the fine C
built Canadian Pacific steamers which ply upon this :
and face the uncertain temper of the two inland seas of H
and Superior. These steamers, which register some 2,000
are seaworthy enough, as nearly twenty years of succe
navigation has sufficiently demonstrated, but their deck am
ments are of the American river or coast pattern—the sa
that is to say, standing upon the main deck and occupyin
entire length, save a small space at either end, and its v
breadth but a narrow passage at either side. The state re
open out of this, which, it may be remarked, is most comforl
upholstered and seated, while on the top of all is a prome
deck. These details may be worth noting, as in normal we<
they will be of some moment to the traveller for the extei
two days and two nights. The hundred or so saloon passer
(there are a few steerage in the lower regions) will be m<
Canadians by birth or residence, with a sprinkling of Amei
or European tourists. On my last journey up I was confro
with the surprising spectacle, and one that Canadians will
appreciate, of a retired Ontario farmer of venerable aspect
superb appearance and physique starting off by himself \
pleasure trip round the world, taking in South America en it
He had never been out of Ontario, and this, he said, wa^
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i jump " a s the long peninsula of Bruce, the youngest of
(rio's finer counties, and Cabot's Head faded into the
per night, and left nothing but the distant twinkle of lightfes to give the veteran a last farewell of his native shore,
Hs a fine specimen of the ordinary well-to-do type, and
Iforth to a group of carefully dressed young drummers on
liperiority of farming as an honest and useful pursuit over
pieir enervating occupations, which he delicately implied
|d upon it. Born in the woods before the rebellion of '38,
|ok a pardonable pride in the work he had done in his
|r life, the long days he had put in, the acres he had
|hed under pressure of the season, the land he had cleared
?w this forty years smooth meadow or grain field—and
|now storms he had got his team through in the old
s of " real hard winters." His story was a common one
jfrh. His boys, with the cussedness of modern youth, differed
irially from their sire as to the fascinations of agriculture, so
ad sold his farm, and I have no doubt, from its locality, at
kty-five dollars an acre. One of his sons was a lawyer, a
|r he had evidently grave doubts about on moral principles ;
|ther was a doctor, to which no objection could possibly be
p, and he was going to look him up in the North-West on
pay round the world and have a few days prairie chicken
|ing. He was six feet three, seventy years old, as straight
pine, and must have weighed well over two hundred pounds.
|er specimen of Ontario raising, moral and physical, could
have been selected for a travelling advertisement, but I am
I sure the simple-minded but sprightly old gentleman had
ioughts beyond a conviction that he had done his part in
pvorld's work with zeal and honesty. He may have had
Idices about its being the finest work that man can do, but
I power to him, there are plenty to undervalue it.
Ipronounced specimen of another type of Canadian was on
B on this occasion. An Ontario Orangeman of the true
port, a working mason in this case, and a man I dare swear
pioroughly whatever he put his hand to ; and I am quite sure
|had got at the Pope he would have brained him on the
I He had been over to Ireland recently, and I need not say
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what he thought of Home Rule and would-be Home R
and Irish priests and bishops, but then this was nothing,
only natural. His views on the Romanising of the uni1
were what made him an out-standing person. The medi
religious darkness and Popish despotism to which Car
Great Britain and the United States were drifting unawares
the subject of daily and hourly concern to this bulwai
Protestantism as he laid his bricks. But misdirected zeal
perhaps be forgiven something in a labouring man who
such laudable and single-minded anxiety for the welfare
world in which he has " no stake," as a capitalist would say
The C. P. R. steamers keep outside the archipelag
islands which fringe the eastern coast of Lake Huron, a 1
of water only less vast and stormy than Superior. But on
route we only cross the upper end of it and get among
islands and narrows which lead up to the Sault St. Mar
fourteen or fifteen hours' quick steaming. The shipping
Lake Huron has always been considerable, and of ce
increases with the development of both the Canadian
American shores. For be it noted by those hazy in transatl
geography that the northern corner leads into Lake Mich
via the Straits of Mackinaw, and opens out a world of t
along the shores of that other great inland sea which nun
Chicago among its ports. Grain and lumber, one need hi
say, are the main burden of the steamers and schooners x\
plough these somewhat treacherous deeps. In former days
trading vessels that went out from the Canadian ports of Col
wood, Owen Sound, and others had a reputation that would
made good Mr. Plimsoll turn in his grave. At any rate
natives of these towns, who ought to have known, used to q:
perhaps with some freedom, most gruesome figures as to
average life of a Lake Huron steamer. Owners no doubt •
often short of capital. There was no inspection so far
know. The line, too, between amateur and professional s«
is apt to be thinly drawn on fresh waters, however vast and stc
these may be. Watermen on the Ottawa or Muskoka Lakes 1
not necessarily equal to navigating inland seas ; but they
not a class noted for caution or lack of self-confidence, ar

T H E SAULT ST. MARIE.
fto be said that the craft which sailed or steamed out of the
tian Bay were often manned by river-drivers and commanded
|mber bosses. However this may have been, the loss of
I and human life on these iron coasts was in former days a
Ird. All this has doubtless changed now. At any rate the
pers of the Canadian Pacific, and their long career, are a
lient proof that their passengers and freights have always
Itaken good care of.
3 we draw into the neck of the hour-glass which divides the
Jakes, and approach the rapids of the Sault St. Marie with
| famous locks, the steamer's course lies through river-like
|iels winding amid wooded islands. Along the shores
luiity is fairly thick, the small frame houses of fishermen,
mill hands, and those who do business generally on great
rs or in the adjoining woods, standing in small clearings
|g the birch and pine woods. The ubiquitous summer
Dr from the States is here, too, with his inevitable flag, somep on his own, sometimes on the British shore ; but for the
| part with quite a modest scale of establishment in
tiape of small cottages of from two to half a dozen rooms
Sered among the woods at the water's edge, and suggestive
Smfortable camp life rather than that of a regular residence,
e, indeed, are evidently a compromise between the two, for
| tents gleam among the evergreens, while the happy
pants of these al fresco establishments maybe seen swinging
kmmocks or fishing for black bass from boat or bank.
h more serious objects of distraction are the great cargo
pers laden with grain or lumber snorting through these
Iw channels, and the long trains of queer-looking cigarfed craft known as "whale-backs," sunk deep in the water,
lloads of wheat from western elevators.
tilt S t Marie, generally called the " Soo," is a place of great
growing importance, and stands where the Ontario district of
ina, still mainly a wilderness, is separated from an outlying
p i of the State of Michigan by the rapids of the St. Mary
r, which connects Lakes Superior and Huron. These
Irated rapids are nearly a mile in width and present a fine
tacle of seething foam. On both the American and Canadian
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shores towns have sprung up and are growing rapidly Inte
portance. On either side is a ship canal, and the joint t
through them is already of greater annual tonnage than
recorded by the more famous canal at Suez. The largest
mills in the world are situated here, and represent altog
a working capital of some sixty or seventy million dc
The wild forest district of Algoma stretches some 360 mile:
north from here to the shores of the Hudson Bay. Largely s
and rocky, but containing mineral in great abundance, it poss
also fertile tracts which in the future will add to the wealtt
population of the Dominion. In the meantime, machinery 1
and men toil in shops and factories at the " Soo "; an oa<
industry amid an almost silent wilderness. From the latter,
ever, comes the timber for the pulp and saw mills, and miner
treatment or for shipment A railroad running north into
solitudes, with a view to reaching Hudson Bay, is in proj
while the passing traffic, of such volume as we have indicate
no slight factor in the building of towns that twenty yean
had practically no existence. The Canadian " Soo " owes 1
to the ability and energy of One of those captains of indi
able to command any amount of capital, who are the sp
product of America, and have been for some time now explc
Canada.

Mr. Clergue came here from Maine about nine years ago
began with a comparatively small investment, a 5,000 h
power canal, which he quadrupled, and then prepared to
power to intending manufacturers. But none forthcoming h
tired of waiting, and went into the pulp manufacturing bus
himself on a great scale. Besides this his company now
waterworks, light and power plants, railroads, telegraph
steamship lines, valuable iron mines, smelting, and blowing,
electro-chemical works. There is no coal near the Soo,
charcoal is made by some new process from the immense fo
owned by the syndicate. This wonderful man had the trai
of a banker and lawyer, but is a mechanical genius by nature
story relates that he once required an apparatus for drying pu
save freight payment on 50 per cent, of useless moisture. T
being no such machine he invented the plans for one, bul
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T H E SOO.
rts refused to make it, saying it was umvorkable, whereupon
Dlergue, nothing daunted, set to work and made the machine
I own shops, with such success that it is said to save him
fusand dollars a day.
few years ago wood pulp constituted but a tenth or therets of the ingredients of the world's paper. To-day it conies four-fifths. And it is by no means Only paper that is
j from the produce of these spruce forests, but scores of
\ commodities including car wheels, water buckets, boats
Duttons.
JE were not afraid of intruding too much history into a book
[so eminently modern a title, I should remind the reader
'the French missionaries and voyageurs were here in the
ming of the eighteenth century, and that Michillimackinac,
ke Straits of Mackinaw close by, was a famous trading
jfn and frontier garrison. It is strange, too, to think that
I redcoats were quartered there after the conquest of
jda nearly a hundred and fifty years ago. And what
Uing exile it must have seemed to the Tommy Atkins and
jjficers of that dim period, with their thigh leggings, their
|ls and three-cornered hats! It is hardly likely that the
iring traveller, as he sits upon the high deck of the steamer
\ she is lifted through the huge locks, or strolls upon the
ves for the two or three hours of inevitable delay, will
jsiate on such things as this. Stir and life are palpitating
found him, though he will have no time, unless he break his
jey, to inspect the industrial wonders of the Soo on either
fLmerican or Canadian side.
r
ter leaving Sault St. Marie it is not long before we are fairly
In the broad bosom of Lake Superior, with a run of over
(hundred miles to Thunder Bay and its twin ports of Fort
iam and Port Arthur. For part of this distance, should it
pylight, the wild north shore of the great lake with its bays
islands, its outstanding headlands will lift their dim forms
jb the horizon ; for much of it, however, the steamer's course
5 us altogether out of sight of land, and then, indeed, par*
Irly if the weather be stormy, one realises of a truth the
less of this freshwater sea. Lake Superior can put up as
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big a storm when it chooses as the English Channel, and flin
cold waves when in angry mood far over the high decks of e
these two-thousand-ton steamers. Sometimes all the crafl
the lake, big and little, have to run for shelter into one of
many natural harbours that indent the coast. I have experier
it once at least in this mood, and there is something profoui
desolate and awe-inspiring in this tideless, land-locked sea, 1
ing itself into oceanic fury with no land in sight. I have
traversed it in a dead calm under clear skies, and in so d<
have run into banks of fog at night as if off Newfoundland,
have lain awake in my berth listening to the raucous bello\
fog-horns near and far off.
If the day be fair the sight of Thunder Cape, which guards
entrance to Thunder Bay, lifting its head some seventeen hum
feet above the waves is an inspiring one. Long before this, I
ever, the wild and high north shore has again forged into x
Solitary islets draped in scrubby woods stand out upon
right, while on the left the narrow island of Isle Ro;
unpeopled, though some forty miles in length, discloses
green waves of virgin forest Thunder Bay is a fine horse-:
of barren hills sloping to the water, guarded at the entrance b
grand Cape, almost a sheer precipice upon its outer side, an<
rocky heights scarcely less lofty upon the other. In the cun
the bay lie the two towns and two ports, within half a d<
miles of each other—Port Arthur spreading up the slope of
hill, Fort William set low at the mouth of the Kaministiquia R:
The latter was in former days the chief trading station of
great North-Western Fur Company of Montreal. It was 1
in the year 1800, and in and around its walls gathered in 1
hundreds the Indians and half-breeds of the West, with 1
skins and peltries. It was strongly fortified, and was occu
by quite a garrison of the Company's employes. Dr. Bi
. who has had access to their old journals, quotes freely f
them in his memoir of the Hudson Bay Company, and
are told of the wild revels that at Christmas and other fes
seasons used to transform partners, clerks, and the whole bun
cracy of this remote settlement into uproarious schoolboys.
the great dining-hall, sixty feet long, and hung with pictutfj
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ibobs of this North-Western wilderness, liquor flowed like
, and the revellers, seated in a long row one behind the other
jfloor,using tongs, shovels and brooms as imaginary paddles,
aaginary rapids, and shouted the boat songs of the woods,
Indians, half-breeds, and coureurs des bois looked on in
sr and admiration.
I William retains not a vestige of its ancient character.
e schooners used to lie awaiting their load of furs great
ers now receive their burdens of Manitoban wheat from
Df the biggest elevators in North America. As a matter of
lowever, the old trading station had a narrow shave for its
;nce as a place of any kind. For when the Canadian Pacific
ompleted from Winnipeg to this head of Lake Superior,
Arthur was built to act as its depot there, and the head of
ation as well. After some years the authorities relented in
leglect of Fort William, and recognising its more convenient
ion made it their main railway terminus for the lake trade
the North-West. Port Arthur, in the meanwhile, had
oped into a town of several thousand inhabitants, when a
sprang up on the mouth of the Kaministiquia, with which
atronage of the railroad bids fair to outdistance the other.
tver, a cat and dog life within the compass of a narrow bay
reds of miles from anywhere would be deplorable, and as
;X-mile interval between them is traversed by an electric
way the two ambitious young towns merge their rivalry to
extent in the common hope of one day joining hands and
ning more or less one city. As it is, they fill to some extent
tct missions, for Fort William is on a flat, swampy, undesirlocation, while Port Arthur straggles in picturesque fashion
dry hillside; so the one no doubt will serve as the business
\ while the other will continue to be the residential quarter,
steamers at present call at both, touching at Port Arthur
£ discharging their cargoes at Fort William. The outlook
t from the water or the higher streets of Port Arthur is
hg. It is curious to see two towns of five thousand souls
fesing all the stir and importance of bigger places, without any
lary country, and set in an amphitheatre of sterile-looking
clothed with a green mantle of spruce, tamarak, and cedar.
R
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But in these new countries the practical will mingle wi
artistic in landscape—and you see at once that it is n<
pressure of other business, or a regard for the view, that ha
the axe out of those hills of evergreen, broken as they
some places by cliffs and scaurs of naked rock. This doi
prevent Port Arthur from being a delightful place in su
for its people do not live by farming. However enterj
railroads may be, and however many of them are built fron
to West, Thunder Bay must always be the head of a vast n
tion, while water transport, whatever may be the inventi
the remote future, can scarcely lose all its advantages.
But all this wild North-Western part of Ontario is <
loudly for recognition, and under the title oiNew Ontario
culating maps, photographs, statistics, and all kinds of d
prove its claims, not merely to distinction in the mat
lumber and minerals, which everybody has always reco£
but to show that it has vast agricultural potentialities whi
recently were not dreamed of, and most certainly valuabl
deposits. It has done more than this, for hundreds of s
have gone into the various districts, where the deep cla
loam soils of old Ontario are repeated in these remote, or pi
one should say, once remote regions. New Ontario has
place of its own in the rural economics of Canada. V^
accustomed to think of French Canada and then of C
with its wealth and power as just described. Then the m
the person reasonably knowledgable in such matters leaps
ward to Manitoba, and pictures the prairie regions growing
till they approach the Rockies, and then from a lessening r
and even better reasons giving way to the land of cattle, 1
and sheep—till rugged British Columbia on the shores <
Pacific fills in his mental picture. This is the ordinary si
of Canada that anyone familiar with it has had floating
his mind's eye for the last quarter of a century. For
time now, however, we have been asked to readjust it a litt
insert yet another wedge, and picture a great farming cc
lying in belts and patches to the north of Lake Su
and westward to the Manitoban border. The heart c
country, or at least of this movement, at present, is the \
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• district, which is tapped by the C. P. R. between Fort
am and Winnipeg. There at any rate the main proof of its
[tialities is to be seen. But in a work like this, the intricacies
w Ontario, which, wrapt in virgin forest, straggles into worlds
own with its mixture of barrenness and fertility, cannot be
with. There is no doubt, indeed, that immense tracts of
i land await the settler's axe, and that settlers are rapidly
^ in. The result of their endeavours remains to be seen.
advantage of prairie land not more, or but little more,
le has in past years been so obvious that clearing land for
?has virtually ceased to be a typical industry of Canada,
isset, however, has now been added to the account of the
land farmer which before had no significance, for timber
become scarcer and consequently more saleable than in
jr days, and above all the rise of the pulp industry has
ded a market for grades of timber, mainly spruce, that have
rto ranked as valueless.
th regard to the geographical limits of New Ontario, which,
1st be remembered, is only a district, not a province, they
Ii from the Lake of the Woods on the Manitoba frontier to
Western boundary of Quebec, a distance of about nine
fed miles as the crow flies. A portion of Minnesota, with
s Superior and Huron, bounds the district on the south,
fee north the channel of lakes and rivers, which run due east
fLake Manitoba to Hudson Bay, mark its limit. In width,
|north to south, the distance ranges from two to four
fced miles. It is subdivided into four subdistricts, those of
f River, Thunder Bay, Algoma, and Nipissing, running in
Irder from west to east.
Id we come to Fort William on the all-rail route, either
[Toronto or Montreal, we should have entered New Ontario
irth Bay, a small town on the shores of Lake Nipissing,
la region famous for lumbering, hunting, and fishing, where
Irrand Trunk joins the Canadian Pacific. For almost the
I of the six hundred miles of the journey thence to Fort
am the road traverses a rugged wilderness of rock and
land illimitable stretches of pine, spruce, and tamarak
Is, often reduced by fire to miles of bare and blackened
R 2
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poles. In the silence of winter it is a dreary spectacle, tl
myriad charred spears of the forest bristling over endless rie
of virgin snow, with the frozen lakes sleeping and colourless,
scarcely distinguishable under the all-pervading mantle of wl
But in summer or autumn the outlook over this secti&n of
C. P. R. has great compensations. The numerous little 1<
then twinkle with bright colours ; the rocks and barren
are all aglow with the gay tints which autumn gives to
ground vines, creepers, and humble bushes which at o
seasons do little to redeem a landscape from monotony. A
seasons of the year, however, the very moment the railroad di
down to Lake Superior, and begins that beautiful run of
hundred miles to Port Arthur along its curving shore, the v:
are consistently glorious. Lifted for the most part high al
the lake, the road follows every bend and bay; borne by tre
bridges over deep ravines, where strenuous streams, brown 7
the dye of far-off cedar and tamarak swamps, go gurgling to
deep; clinging to the face of precipitous steeps, and follo\
their sinuous course round almost land-locked bays, with
broad expanse of the lake itself sometimes closed in with 1
cliff-bound islands, sometimes opening out to a wide horizo
sea and sky. Signs of life are so few and so far apart
they only emphasise the solitude. A hamlet of wooden ho
now and again sheltering in some gorge or bay suggests th
mine is being worked near by, or that a pulp mill is in op
tion, but the stations that seem on the map to ck
pretty thickly along the route of the railroad between N
Bay and Port Arthur—a stretch as long as from the Isl
Wight to the North of Scotland—are in the main mere punc
tions for present railroad purposes, a small building, and a n
upon a board. There are some spots, however, not wholly i
sisting of potentialities. Sudbury, for instance, has two thous
people, and the largest copper and nickel deposits known in
world. White River has yards for resting cattle on their wa
the eastern markets. Jackfish is the main coaling station for
railroad, and possesses zinc and gold mines in the neighbourh
The famous Nepigon is crossed just east of Port Artht
river which, issuing from a lake of that name, yields the fi
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i fishing west of Quebec, and is greatly resorted to by
ers from Canada and the States. In the run of four hundred
5 from Fort William to Winnipeg, occupying some fifteen
•s, there is for most of the way the same sterile-looking
erness of rock and swamp, of birch, spruce, tamarak and
b, of pine woods, and of blue lakes. It is immediately to
south of this, however, that the Rainy River agricultural
lumbering district lies, which is now attracting settlement,
tilroad starting from Fort William traverses the whole of it,
as already stated, it forms a portion of a rich tract of clay
loam whose precise limits are not yet realised. Timbered
;is rather for the emigrant from the older provinces of Canada
liar with the axe, than for the European. It is claimed, and
loubt truly, that the settler who buys forest land in New
^rio for three, four, or five dollars an acre, can easily pay for
r the sale of the timber he cuts off it to the saw and pulp
3. In the long winters, too, when the prairie farmer is
ying an enforced leisure, the bush settler can take his axe
his team, if he be so minded, to the lumber camps, and earn
liar or two a day, with keep for both man and beast. The
lish immigrant, however, unlike many from Eastern Canada,
no hereditary hankering for the woods, no aptitude with an
and, not being at home in lumber camps, will probably do
br to make straight for the prairie* At the Lake of the
jds, on the Manitoba boundary, the town rejoicing in the
iphonious name of Rat Portage, with its fine water power,
centre of sawing and milling, and of distribution of food and
>lies through various arteries in the wild country around,
|h, among other products, includes gold in considerable
Itities. Here, too, on the Lake of the Woods and in the
itary country, the sportsman makes great holiday.
p we arrive within forty or fifty miles of Winnipeg the
Its that wrap the eastern half of North America as with a
ftle, except where cleared by the settler's axe, begin to
jl, and the first patches of prairie dispute with the everlasting
ds the richer and more level lands over which the train now
f at an increasing speed. The thousand miles of rugged
Jerness which the Canadian Pacific, in a good hour for
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Canada, and with fine audacity, cut its way through, and ii
doing truly consummated the federation of the Dominion,
now fairly passed. Tunnels and bridges, tressels and cutti
sinuous curves and giddy viaducts, fire-smitten forests
tumbling streams, are done with. For just another thous
miles, freed from the obstacles whose overcoming was the e
neering triumph of the day, the great road leaps forw
without let or hindrance, to those still greater triumphs w
mark the conquest of the Rockies. A flat agricultural cour
half prairie, half woodland, sparsely settled, and that often :
fashion suggestive of the half-breed rather than the ambit
colonist, carries one into Winnipeg. And, perhaps, it is not
one is actually rumbling over the bridge which spans the
River of the north, with the smart spires and towers of
future Chicago of Canada in sight, that one fairly regards
Rubicon as passed and the line between the forest and the pr;
zone of North America as crossed.
The outline of Manitoba's story, including, of course, the
Winnipeg, is so familiar that it may almost seem superfluou
recall it, but some, no doubt, may need reminding that till i
it was little more than an important trading post of the Hue
Bay Company, surrounded by small groups of settlers, ma
Scottish Highlanders, who had been brought out in 181 i
Lord Selkirk in a partly philanthropic, partly commercial sj
Besides these there were Scottish and French traders and setl
attached to the Hudson Bay Company, as well as innumer;
half-breeds between these two races and the Indians. Altoge
in the district in 1870 there was a mixed population of s<
ten thousand souls, with Fort Garry, a mere village, cluste
on the river bank, around the fort itself. The Hudson Bay
the North-West Companies had hitherto controlled the com
to the Pacific. Its fertility was of course known, but the c
pany's business was fur trading, not farming; the last tl
they desired to see was the settlement of the country, and tl
is no doubt they belittled it. Earlier in the century sett
had been actually hunted out of the district by the fur trad
and on one occasion a whole party was murdered by the No
West Company's people. But the early settlers stuck in spit
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fur traders' opposition and the onslaughts of grasshoppers,
Sh in those primitive days were serious. In course of time
e an agitation on the part of the settlers for the district to
iade over to the Canadian Government, and it met with
irable consideration. Late in the 'sixties, with perhaps
I lack of tact, the Government officials, surveyors and
rs, began their preliminary inspections, and caused quite a
p among the French half-breeds and others of their sort,
mad been persuaded that annexation meant confiscation of
I lands and rights. Somewhat tardily a conference was
land their fears assuaged, as was supposed. But insidious
fences were at work, and the rebellion under Louis Riel—
i Its proclamation of a republic, imprisonment of British
fents, and murder of one of them—brought about the Red
ir Expedition under the present Lord Wolseley in 1870.
(lis proved the birth of Manitoba and of Winnipeg. The
Ince was organised and handed over to the Crown, and the
(legislature met in that year. I have already spoken from
pwn recollections of how timid Canadians were, in the early
pities, of venturing to the new province, and with good
In. In 1873 it was further from Montreal in time than was
jp*pool. It wras the " Great Lone Land," and still savoured
)mance, and the Ontario farmer who ultimately proved its
Ibone had not much use for romance. The Canadian Pacific
pay was the burning question in Canadian politics; Contrives and Liberals fought for and against it tooth and nail,
feiders and globe trotters made merry over politicians who
Inothing apparently to divide them but their diverse views
lie building of a railroad. Yet never had a colony a more
I subject for discussion, or one more far-reaching in its
Its. If I had a vote to-day in Canada I think I should
rd it for the Liberals as the more moderate tariff people,
ftsonal intrusion I merely perpetrate for the sake of saying
Iwere I a Canadian Liberal I should find it hard to get over
Ibitter opposition offered to Sir John Macdonald on this
jiendous question. There was ground for scandal, beyond a
pt, but if ever the means could justify the end these irregu|ies did so. Even when Sir John was fairly cornered by the
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Opposition, and they had the evidence of irregularities in
hands, that resourceful and nimble-minded statesman hae
parting shot ready. He rose to reply to the accusations h
on documentary evidence—purchased, if I remember right,
an employe by the Opposition. Amid a breathless silenc
proceeded to relate how these same papers had been offere
him—for a consideration. An inexperienced Liberal mei
leaped to his feet and called on the Conservative leader te
what answer he gave him. " I told the man," said Sir
laconically," to go to the devil—and he went to Mr. Huntinge
(the leader at the moment of the Liberal party). The inci
was related to me by a well-known and venerable Fre
Canadian, who was a prominent member of the Opposition,
in the House at the time, and who greatly enjoyed the joke,
In 1870 there were two hundred and thirteen peopL
Winnipeg. Three years later it was incorporated. By
the population had risen to five thousand. By 1881—82 rail
communication had been established, and the great boom c
and went. People rushed in from all parts of Canada
Great Britain ; property assumed the heated and fictitious va
common to booms in North America. Comparatively little me
passed, but people made fortunes and lost them in a week
paper, at any rate. Land was sold at higher prices than it w<
fetch to-day, when Winnipeg has a population of fifty thous
and an absolutely assured future. Town lots were peg
out and sold, not in the outskirts of Winnipeg only, but
on the prairie, in the purlieus of embryo towns that would toonly fetch farming value. The madness of that brief pe
would make an entertaining volume. Its freaks, financial
otherwise, were, so unlike the serious demeanour of the No
West, either before or since. At any rate, it damaged I
city and country for years. Immigration, however, contin
to flow in steadily from the eastern provinces and Great Bri
as well as from eastern Europe, and spread out as far as
Rocky Mountains. Winnipeg increased at a reasonable i
but things progressed slowly for a new and notoriously fei
country* For a long time it disappointed its friends, not in its |
ductive qualities, but in its development and slow rate of gro^
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only unsophisticated writers from England waxed eloquent
tie subject. The North-West, in short, suffered all the ills of
w country, emphasised by undue inflation at its start. One
lem was the great number of settlers who were unfitted by
?rience, temperament, physique, or grit to grapple with prairie
ing in its elementary stages. Another was the frequency of
I frosts, an evil which the general settlement of the country
is to have really diminished. Quite as much as anything, too,
gh not so often put forward, was the fact that everything
it the country had to be learned by experience. The conns of tillage and of life were new even to the Canadians,
they had no precedents. The best kind of seeds, the best
lent to sow them, are mere items in the list of experiments
se solution has by degrees made life easier, and toil more
table, in the North-West For many years, roughly speaking
igh the 'eighties, there was a vague feeling among the wisest
jthings were in a more or less tentative state, that the country
not thoroughly proven as suitable for profitable and thick
ement Great numbers of the less sturdy were dissatisfied ;
small towns grew very slowly ; people who had purchased
I from them waited in vain for branch railroads which did
p m e ; and the price of wheat went on declining. Land
&sed not at all, or very slowly, in value, for though immibn came in steadily, but not rapidly, including settlements
tennonites and Scottish crofters, the extent of country to
se from was so wide that it affected very little the price of
already settled lands. Gradually, however, but quietly,
s improved. Numbers of those not adapted to a farming
jiad disappeared, and many others remained because they
J not get away ; but the capable and the steadfast remained,
[improved their houses and buildings, and enlarged their
|ge of grain. The land retained its fertility; the winters
ed less formidable inside good, well-warmed houses, and even
ed somewhat in severity with extended cultivation. The
an frame flourished and grew vigorous in the dry and bracing
pind the country emerged triumphant from its experimental
5. There were no fortunes made to attract attention abroad,
|housands of men were quietly gaining in modest substance
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every year, and the total wheat output was attaining large pro
tions. Still there had been so many failures in the North-V
from various causes, and particularly, perhaps, from the unsuit
character of much of the earlier immigration, that the coui
found it difficult to get rid of the character which unsucces
settlers and their friends had given it.
Still, matters, progressed, despite the small encouragen
from Great Britain, and Winnipeg, being its only town of im
tance, achieved a population of some thirty thousand. Thre
four years ago it began to dawn on the world in generalworld, that is to say, who cares about such things—that No
Western Canada was a desirable country, that its people x
doing well, that its lands were almost unequalled, that
climate was healthy and bearable, and that its future as
granary of the world was a certainty. American settlers be
to come in from the adjoining States, at first slowly, and the:
considerable numbers, not waifs and strays, but men mostl
means and experience. This fact and others began once a£
to revive the old interest both in Eastern Canada and G
Britain—though I do not mean by this that it had ever actu
ceased—but the spectacle of shrewd, hard-headed Ameri
farmers with money flocking in there was enough to mafc
lukewarm world reconsider their point of view, and this t
have done effectually. Good times in the United States, \
the concomitant results in Canada generally, and yet more,
or three good wheat harvests, have all combined to give
stimulus to the North-West for which it had been so long
patiently waiting. Winnipeg, being without a rival and se
the very gateway of the country, has reflected all these g
things in its own advance and prosperity. The capital of
North-West has now a population of from forty to fifty thouss
and is quite a handsome city, though built on a site that
absolutely nothing to recommend it in the way of beauty. I
Red River and the Assiniboine, it is true, form their juncl
here, and, though both considerable streams, are sluggish, mui
and unattractive, and flow between high banks; mored
though valuable as waterways for the canoes of the old]
traders, for purposes of modern navigation and modern tr|
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vo rivers are of small account. But Winnipeg has really
the best of its situation. When I first saw it soon after the
it struck me, as it did everyone, particularly the holders of
>und outlying town lots, as a singularly ugly place, apart
the fact that the main streets were in wet weather a slough
ck clay, a foot or so deep, with an uneven bottom. Now,
rer, its buildings of grey or red stone or red and white
are solid and handsome, its streets the widest I ever saw,
Deautifully laid with asphalt, and traversed, I need not
by a well-equipped electric car service. Indeed, these
able roadways extend themselves for quite a long way out
the busier parts of the city, and enable the bicycle to be
;d by Winnipeggers for purposes of rapid transport to an
t unapproached in any other Canadian city. The City
Is not only an imposing building, but stands in a spacious
mposing square, where a tall column commemorative of
lian soldiers fallen in battle is a conspicuous object. The
res of St. John's, Manitoba, and Wesley, representing
can, Presbyterian, and Wesleyan education in its most
iced stage, and the still newer building of the University
mitoba, to which all are affiliated, fill the eye worthily in
is parts of the city, and yet more imposing are the buildvbere the provincial Parliament is housed. But I do not
it will profit us to catalogue further the buildings of which
tizen of Winnipeg is so justly proud. It will be sufficient
I that, thanks in part to the bright, clear atmosphere, there
parkle and snap and colour about the place that is wholly
ing. Everyone that I know who lives there now is coni with the place; some are enthusiastic. I could not
fully have made this statement a few years back. I
=seen it recently both in fine summer weather, and again
the sleighs are chiming cheerily along the wide main
^ and the crisp, dry snow is sparkling in the December sun,
either condition suits it equally well. The shops are
lent, their wares well arranged and well displayed. Every5 the great chartered banks—those of Montreal, of Com2, of Hamilton, of Ottawa, the Merchants, the Imperial,
dominion—are conspicuous, well housed in substantial and
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often tasteful piles of red or grey stone, worthy of the
banking system in America. The combined capital o
banks operating from Winnipeg is some fifty million de
The churches, as may be supposed, in a prosperous western
where the various sects indulge in friendly rivalry in m;
decorative, are no whit behind the secular buildings, an<
old and not ill-founded notion in England that the buildin
new countries, particularly western ones, must be vulg
tasteless, is utterly out of date. Indeed, now that the Easl
West—the Old World and the New—are brought so
together, causes that made for this have ceased to be; but i
countries, and among people who never leave them, logic
not always operate on prejudices, and they die hard. Ir
thing Winnipeg is curiously deficient, and that is in r.
worthy of it. Except where the Canadian Pacific has cor
the rescue the whole North-West still retains much of the c
ness of former years in this respect. The company had al
time a fine hotel in Winnipeg, but it was burned down, th
shortly, I believe, to be replaced. In other respects, apart
cleanliness, cooking and accommodation, which are ver
different, the traveller from the east will note the change
in the best Winnipeg hotels. There will be a rougher-loe
and a rougher-dressed element present than you would eve
in a similar house in Toronto or Montreal. Society in Willi
does not materially differ from that of these or other Cane
cities; but in the best hotels you will rub against a
siderable leaven of persons clad in garments not merely bi:
in style, but bearing the very flavour of the barnyard oi
field. This is as it should be in the centre of a farming cou
and I merely mention it as characteristic.
The residential quarters of Winnipeg straggle out ii
directions over the prairie between avenues bordered with
kept turf and planted with young maples, but the chc
situations are along the high banks of the Assiniboine, and
too, is the nearest approach to picturesqueness that this
romantically situated city can show. The prosperous W
pegger, however, has so far housed himself with sin|
modesty. Comfortable but rather small houses of wooi
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I brick, with the usual shaded lawns, seem for the present
lisfy the aspirations of the great majority. Perhaps the
nt terror hangs over the proposing builder of a palatial
|nce and the inevitable possibility of sometimes having to
L it and sweep it out himself checks architectural ambition.
|oorest part of the city is the half-mile of main street that
down to the station. Third-class traders and third-class
f, largely of wood, seem to have secured the entire channel
Iproach by which the visitor first enters the prairie capital,
1 is a pity. The station, too, leaves at present much to be
(id. Many lines of railway run in and out of it. Even did
not, the mere passenger traffic of the C. P. R., whose
gh trains always stop here for from one to three hours,
1 keep it pretty lively for much of the day. But if
lipeg possesses the most uncomfortable station to spend
mr or two at, for its importance in all Canada, it is in some
jets much the most interesting ; for here the whole stream
imigration from Europe is precipitated daily, and treads
>rairie soil and breathes the prairie air for the first time.
Ish, Irish, Scotch, Upper Canadians, French-Canadians,
hders, Galicians, Hungarians, Mennonites, Doukhabors,
regians, Italians, all jostle one another on the wooden platand mingle their various tongues and brogues, and the
mes of their various countries. This is more or lessinial through the open season, but in autumn you have also
harvest hands on the war-path, who in these critical times
arce labour are of many nationalities and kinds, ranging
Galicians to English public school boys. In addition to
f motley throngs you have the traffic in and out of the busy
al of a busy province, and virtually of many busy provinces.
i the whole, I know of no station in the world anything like
rely as Winnipeg, for its uncomfortably unpretentious size,
the student of human nature and national types, most of
I too, at the crucial moment of their lives, it is probably
ie ; but as a haven wherein to spend a peaceful hour with a
!, for which Montreal, Toronto, Hamilton, and the average
khan stations offer sufficient advantages, Winnipeg cannot
Icommended. Adjoining the station are the offices of the
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Canadian Pacific and the Dominion land and emigr
agencies. Here assistance of every kind is rendered tc
land seeker or the labourer by officials conspicuous for
untiring heartiness in this useful work. The average Go
ment job is looked upon in most countries, and doubtle
some Canadian departments, as a post where for a moderat
secure salary the officer gives moderate service, and if this
the form of assisting the public he does it with leisurely
sometimes even haughty demeanour.
But the Dom
Government are certainly not thus served in their we
emigration departments. No one could help being struck,
came much in contact with these hard-worked officials, by
energy and good humour. The same may be said of the
vants of the C. P. R. from top to bottom, but then the em]
of a great railroad may feel perhaps that he has to justif
position more conspicuously than the occupant of a Govern
berth.
We ought not to leave Winnipeg without a glance a
three landmarks of its extremely romantic past—the i
gateway of old Fort Garry, the French suburb and chur<
St. Boniface, and the little Anglican cathedral church ane
graveyard of St. John's. The first stands within a grass pl<
the sight of the vanished fort, where the end of Main S
approaches the Assiniboine, a curious contrast to the inte]
modern life that- throbs around it. The old headquarters c
North-West Company, which for a long time was such a t
in the side of Fort Garry and the Hudson Bay owners, s
not far off on the banks of the Red River. The site of
Gibraltar is now occupied by the quarters of the Winr
Rowing Club. The chief historian of all this North-'
country, Dr. Bryce, and one of the oldest residents in Winn
still presides over Manitoba College, and leads an active li
the city he remembers but a trading station, and his history o
Hudson Bay Company is a book that should be read by e^
one going for pleasure or residence to the North-West.
Boniface lies on the further bank of the Red River, connecte
a toll bridge with the city, and is a considerable suburb, p
lated mainly by French and half-breeds. Life, as ma)
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fined, runs much more tranquilly here than across the river,
odern church stands on the site of the old Catholic cathedral,
ed down forty years ago, and a large and shady graveyard,
«the bones of some generations of French, Half-breed, Scotch,
English Catholics repose. While walking here the hopes
ambitions that the French-Canadian Church cherished with
rd to the North-West, not so many years ago, involuntarily
I to one. There was to be a new French nation, stretching
the Red River to the Rockies, possibly under the British
and tolerating no doubt the presence of Anglo-Saxons, but
inated by priests and bishops. To the practical Briton this
le faith, that the waters of modern progress, like those of
R.ed Sea, will part or stand still for the Roman Church to
its semi-mediaeval social fabric on a thousand miles of fat
1 and prairie, sounds childish nonsense. But it did not seem
ense to the Roman Church twenty years ago, and the long
over the " Manitoba School Question," a familiar heading
in the English Press at one time, was an earnest of now
id hopes. To the north of the city, and well outside it,
ile beyond the station and near the end of the street-car
ce, is the third relic of the past and really the most
iresque of all, namely, S t John's Cathedral. When I first
imber this it stood in isolation on the prairie, and one could
across to the garish buildings .of the brand-new city, just
in a depressed and repentant mood after the bursting of
boom. The contrast then was sharper, for now villas and
r buildings, with their surrounding plantations, shut out the
of the now exultant and prosperous capital. The Cathedral
I disarms the smile that would naturally rise to the lips on
ronting a little plain, oblong country church without spire
yen belfry, by its curious title, to respect. It has been
ored, but it dates back to the first half of the nineteenth
ary, just before the creation of the diocese of Rupert's
3, of which it became the headquarters. The large churchI is pleasantly shaded with maple, ash and other trees, now
I lusty in their growth, and the adjoining episcopal residence
achieved a mellow and bowery look, quite unusual as yet
l the prairie. The whole precincts are far removed from the
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highway, retired in situation and peaceful in repose. In
churchyard, where the turf is old and green, there are numei
gravestones of the tough old Highlanders who served
Hudson Bay Company, that for time-worn appearance woule
not out of keeping beneath the shadow of some old Eng
country church tower. The action of the frost has probs
endowed them thus prematurely with a Jacobean, or at L
an early Georgian, aspect. Some rough, grey stone si
have slipped from their supports on to the grass, and a
inscriptions already indecipherable. Others of later date te]
people who died fifty years ago, some of whom seem to h
been born nearly a hundred years before that again, eloqt
witnesses to the salubriousness of the Manitoba climate. I
corner of the enclosure is a monument to Mr. Norquay,
well-known and able half-breed Premier of the early eighi
whose iron grip when he shook your hand I can very 1
remember—an earnest, no doubt, of the general vigour of
character. In conclusion, it may be fairly said of Winni
that its tributary country, in a trading sense, can hardly be :
passed by that of any city in the world. In brief, it is
distributing point for the entire North-West Eastward it
an increasing business to the head of Lake Superior; north war
controls everything to the Arctic Circle; westward to the Ro
Mountains it has not even a potential rival. The nati
tendency of the amateur, when he knows that the future <
city is assured, is to think of town lots or city property as
investment. It is perhaps hardly necessary to observe t
future values which are almost certainties are more or less 1
counted. Good speculative investments there always are
men on the spot, but as a general thing, the values of prope
in cities that are fulfilling a practically certain destiny 1
more than pace with its increase. One curious feature
Winnipeg, however, has always been the low price at which h
has remained in its vicinity, outside its actual suburbs or'
possibility of building values. This is the more curious as
city and neighbourhood stands on the typical black clay id
of the Red River Valley. There is a great deal of wet land, j
true, in the neighbourhood, as we shall note presently, \
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good farming land within ten or twenty miles of the city,
;h risen a good deal lately, does not seem to touch the
lone would suppose the situation justified, and is cheaper
land of equal or inferior value in other portions of the
ace. Real estate agents naturally swarm in the city—an
us Englishman, walking the streets with the air of a sightevill probably be invited to buy town lots or farms more
bnce. But the Canadian estate agent is a reasonable and
bus person, and will not hunt the stranger about like his
mporary in a Western State. An intending investor, of
and, that is to say, who intends putting out money at
I and returning to England, will find rates here very little
r than in Ontario. Eastern capital is now represented in
quarter of the North-West. In fact, for gilt-edged mort, 5 to 6 per cent, interest, mainly perhaps the former,
in Winnipeg. For investments in bonds, stocks or real
I the stranger in Canada, who cannot remain long enough
s country himself, will always do well to follow the advice
aieone of reputation and experience, and with ordinary
tactions it is not difficult to gain access to men of this
who have no personal axe to grind in delivering an opinion
:rrent investments and speculations,
nnipeg, like other Canadian cities, enjoys itself thoroughly
hours of ease—skating, ice-hockey, cricket, football, lai, baseball, curling and golf, all have their votaries, and
are plenty of shooting men, who turn out every fall after
iicks and prairie chickens. The well-watered forest country,
iround the Lake of the Woods is a favourite resort for
ay makers in summer, and there the old Ontario sports
hing, camping and canoeing, which do not flourish on the
jes, are freely indulged in. Agricultural shows of great
are held there, accompanied by racing and various other
:tions. The fair ground alone, at Winnipeg, is a witness to
nportance of these events. In conclusion, I may mention
pie province, like Ontario, has only one Chamber, a popuelected one, in its Legislature, with a ministry responsible
and a Lieutenant-Governor presiding over all.
bewhat irrelevantly, perhaps, though an allusion to that
S
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excellent man can never be irrelevant in any part of Ca
the efforts of Dr. Barnardo, or rather his great achiever)
seem to call for some notice. Barnardo boys and Bar]
girls sometimes turn out badly, but think of the material
he handles and the average result of his work! There
to be some people who absolutely rejoice in the occa*
difficulties or troubles that fall on such a man, as i
personality was a constant irritant to their own compai
unworthiness. Whatever may be the proportion of hon
waifs or worse that he turns into good citizens, it is impo:
not to compare by reasonable and probably correct assum
the lives, aims and morals of his many critics with tho:
the admirable and single-minded philanthropist himself,
occasional complaint of Canadians that the Doctor's pr
include too large a proportion of an undesirable strain
least logical; but the debt that England owes him, at any
is immense, and it is English fangs, I have noticed, that f
on him when some disreputable parents, with hypocritical
fessions of sectarian conscientiousness, try to recover the sei
of a son or daughter rescued in childhood from them and tr;
up a respectable bread-winner.
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CHAPTER XL
llONG the readers of this book, there will doubtless be not a
who propose to make Canada their future home ; and in the
lis mood natural to such a crisis of life, they may look for
2 exhaustive details, more minute topographical descriptions
(statistics than they will find here. With all deference to
buch expectations, I should like to say, in the first place,
'the field for enterprise in British North America is geoihically so enormous that a work dealing with it in the
Ion of a guide to emigrants would be reduced to a mere
r of facts and figures, and become deterrent to the general
tr, and all my hopes of gaining his attention or his favour
Id fall to the ground. Secondly, by the mere effort of
Ing a postcard, the seeker after exhaustive details conId with the various districts can get by return of post from
p)ominion and railway agents, the most voluminous array of
imation on all these points—current prices of lands, average
leratures, progress of railroads, prices of articles live and
I plans of railroads, Government and Company lands open
ittlement with terms and conditions ; a thousand things, in
I, which there is no occasion nowadays to embody in a
I of this kind, except incidentally, and which, indeed, are
I great extent unsuitable for such, being liable to constant
pation. My modest aim is to deal with these matters as
Icome in our way from the point of view of an independent
Ider, and also to discourse of others that should interest
I stay-at-home readers as well as the prospective tourist
lemigrant, but are outside the province of emigration
ature.
mxv scarcely any of the agriculturally-inclined emigrants, as
have noticed, stay around Winnipeg. It is a sparselyfed and unattractive neighbourhood for the capital of a
S 2
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prosperous country, so we will take the C. P. R.
follow the fortunes of the great majority westward. I
be doubtless recognised that trains cannot run even
great road like this with the frequency of the Londoi
North-Western. Two each way per diem, a local trail
the Imperial Limited (the coast train), going east and
respectively, is about all you could reasonably look for,
even small towns are fifty miles apart. .On the brand
roads there wrill usually only be one train out and back
day. Sometimes these cross and you cannot utilise then
have to stop over a night But in an agricultural count
main purpose is served, after all, when the produce is ge
Frequent passengers' trains, though always welcome, ai
vital in such districts in their elementary stages.
On running out of Winnipeg you enter immediately in
presence of the real and boundless prairie for the first time,
away to north and south stretches the illimitable plain,
is here no ornate farming country, no villas and fancy 1
such as surround the ordinary North American city, for the |
in almost its natural state runs right up to the city limits,
fact is that for thirty or forty miles westward, the land, tl
of the richest and deepest black loam, has no natural dra:
and is slightly waterlogged. This would have been
rectified, and doubtless will be, but the paralysing hand <
speculator, who never seems to have quite got his price, is
it as well. At any rate, for an hour or two after leaving th
in the month of September, the traveller would look in va
those vast wheatfields and prosperous farmhouses he had
and read so much of. The cutting and grazing of the j
grass, as Nature made it, would seem almost the only indusl
miles west of Winnipeg; haystacks and herds of milch cows
dotting the wide expanse, with here and there a quite eleme
dwelling or a rude barn. Now and again a modest farm
stands amid fifty or a hundred acres of wheat stubble, b
thirty or forty miles the eye ranges for the most part
tremendous sweeps, sprinkled only with these dark spec
haystacks and these wandering bunches of cattle. I
sloughs of brown water sometimes wash the railway

PORTAGE-LA-PRAIRIE.

261

is of crows and blackbirds cross the skyline, and the big
Irican lark springs from the prairie grass as the train rushes
br a grouse whirrs away on rapid wing. Black " trails " or
I leap straight as an arrow across the great stretches of
n and brown that, without being actually wild, are. yet so
Dusly devoid of stir and life. In time, however, the scene
Uy changes as we come within measurable distance of
lage-la-Prairie, for we are running into the oldest of the
ilar farming districts of the North-West, and even at this
[perhaps the richest. The desultory hayfields, the boundless
iral pastures, the makeshift looking homesteads give way
fell-cultivated fields of wheat and oats, with their shocks
ding thick upon the ground, and telling of thirty and sixty
lels an acre respectively, so far as shocks can tell anything,
eand there neat wire fences divide field from field ; near and
Df patches of brilliant green mark the summer fallows which,
tred with summer weeds, show out against the golden stubbles
I the paler prairie with wonderful distinctness. Well-used
fe, broad and deep-ditched on either side and fenced with
I, cross the track at intervals and fade into the distance,
stantial homesteads now press on one's notice, following each
fr in quick succession along either side of the railroad and
|ng the plain ; roomy houses, sometimes of brick in the
lario style, with a patent American windmill for pumping
I other purposes alongside of them, and a large frame barn
ited brown and picked out with white; while a thrifty plantaJi perhaps fifteen or twenty years' old, surrounds the homestead
I does away altogether with the bleak look that attaches so
fa to the less cared-for or newer places on the prairie,
lie district of Portage-la-Prairie is notable for its productiveI, even in this productive country. A quarter of a century's
Iping has not impaired to any appreciable degree its deep
le soil, for the yield of 1902 was the heaviest on record. And
pe the land begins to run down, mixed farming and yard-fed
Jk will, no doubt, in such a district as this, have advanced
ugh to arrest any decline of fertility. Farms here are now
|h from thirty to sixty dollars an acre, though carrying, of
fee, good buildings. Yet I myself know men who bought
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their land here at twenty-five cents. Portage has a popula
of about 5,000, being one of those ten or a dozen small towr
the North-West, more or less of a size, which punctuate
country as far as the Rockies. It is a well-known wheat mai
with flouring mills and a few small manufactures. It is
something of a railroad centre, since besides the Minnedosa
Yorkton branch of the Canadian Pacific running north-westj
Canadian Northern, from which such great things are expec
strikes through it north-west by north for the Saskatche
Valley, with a view to some day traversing the whole of
system westward and probably crossing the Rockies to
Pacific. Only a dozen miles to the north of Portage, to<
Lake Manitoba, and a short railway runs to its southern
where are some of the best duck and goose shooting-grounds 11
North-West This great lake is over a hundred miles in len
and continues its course due north again in that of Winnipeg
which is almost as large. Following the main line of the C. I
the great grain fields spread away to the verge of sight on ei
side of us, though it must not be supposed that they wr
lack detail or variety ; nor, again, that the country is often c
level. Towards the close of harvest, particularly, the far-spr
ing scene will often be extremely animated. Oats and w
only afford an alternative in the foreground to be sure, and 1
get merged together as they recede into the middle dists
But some fields are in the stack, wThile here and there a
patch is not yet cut The green of the summer fallows,
tawny intervals of prairie pasture, the glisten of little lakes,
bright spots with which the more prosperous homesteads spri
the plain, the winding belts of woodland touched with the
of autumn, where a river or stream winds its sluggish waj
go to make a pleasing and varied picture ; while here and t
a small herd of milch cows or bullocks show that wheat, the
king, is not the tyrant it is sometimes represented to be, <
in Manitoba. Of all objects, however, at this time the st
threshers, which have well commenced operations, will be
most noticeable. Sometimes threshing from the shock, sc
times, though not often, perhaps, till mid-October, from
stack, the white columns of smoke, the busy groups of
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I laden waggons hurrying towards them, may be seen at a
i n points at once. Often, too, the sparks have ignited the
trie or the stubble, and men may be seen busy fighting the fiend
h anything they can lay hands on or running hasty furrows
preen the advancing line of fire and the stacks or stobks it
latens. Now and then, too, the cars will stop on a sideIk to let a long freight train, laden with cattle from the
I t e m ranches, rumble by. Many villages, too, will be seen
{ding into small t o w n s ; hotels, and agricultural implement
rehouses being always the most prominent of their buildings,
|t only to the elevators, which dominate all. A n d now, again,
*whole horizon will look as if the Ontario forests have overfen us.
But it will be only the course of a river, the
Iniboine in this case most likely, whose timbered banks,
en or eight miles away, shut out the further distance and
ourage such delusions.
between Portage and Brandon, about halfway across the
jWnce of Manitoba, that is to say, the prairie flings itself up
I a great waste of barren sandhills, sprinkled with pine and
per stunted evergreens or ragged growths of willow and scrub
:. For ten or a dozen miles these semi-barren "bluffs," as
>local dialect has it, assert themselves as if in violent protest
linst the not uncommon notion that the prairie is a kind of
i\e billiard table. Little lakes lie in the hollows, fringed with
age and prolific of reeds, into which frightened moorhens go
trying as the cars rattle by. Long before getting to Brandon,
% the prairie may be said to take an upward step ; the
|vier lands in the valley of the Red River and in the Portage
Irict getting considerably lighter, and the contour of the
fentry, from being almost a plain, developing a surface much
fe like the Wiltshire Downs and, let us say, Salisbury Plain,
[those who know it. If the prairie were all a dead level, as
I sometimes erroneously described, it would be easy enough
picture. And if it were all bare it would be equally simple,
t, as a matter of fact, a great deal of the Canadian North-West
billy and very freely sprinkled with woodland, and, under
|ain lights and at certain times of the year, it very strongly
fembles the Down countries of Southern England. Manitoba
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is not a large province as distances go in this country,
barely 300 miles either in length or breadth. It is practi<
all occupied, and there are scarcely any free grants left.
Canadian Pacific has raised the price of its lands this
year from three to five dollars, and how much virgin pr
the Company have left in the older province is a mattei
periodical literature, not for notice here. But the greater
of the province is good land, and can, no doubt, be fairly estim
in the raw state as not likely to exceed ten dollars an ;
except in favoured spots, for some time to come. Like Ont
the whole North-West was laid out in sections of a mile sqi
Every purchaser treats the section as the unit, taking a who
quarter, or a half, as the case may demand, and no one in
North-West has farms of capricious acreages. South of
main line of the C. P. R. in the province of Manitoba
strip varying from sixty to one hundred miles in width w
marches with North Dakota, and is generally known as Sout
Manitoba. This is mostly fine land, and is traversed 1
southerly branch of the C. P. R. running west from Winnipe
The "Homesteader" will generally pass through Mani
nowadays and make for the Further West. And though
question is quite sure to crop up again later, the intern
emigrant may be reminded how much more profitable it i
pay ten dollars an acre for land near a railroad, if he
possibly raise the money, than to get it for nothing thirty n
away, particularly when grain is the prospective crop, and 3
can, as is the case here, be purchased on long-time payme
It has often struck me as remarkable that people who c<
certainly find ^300, and much more, without difficulty,
immense stress on the seeming privilege of acquiring 160 a
for nothing. The interest of ^300 we will call £12 a year,
we are discussing the prospects of an able-bodied and perl
educated human being who is proposing to put his life's x\
into the 160 acres. The tract costing ^300 is available te
markets, and has direct social and other benefits. The
grant is of necessity a long way off, and its communicat
may possibly be in a lap of the future. It has always seei
to me extraordinary that a man and his family, with a li
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s, should be so struck with the sound of free land that
mould put themselves on the industrial level of a labourer
ut money—to whom, of course, it is a very great boon—
iot see what an enormous advantage the power to buy land
them over those who are compelled to homestead,
mdon, though with only as yet some 6,000 inhabitants, is at
at the next most important town to Winnipeg, not only in
toba, but in the whole North-West. It distinguished itself
in the never-to-be-forgotten boom of 1882. The surrounding
e was " pegged out" for many miles, and possibly the pegs
t be found there yet. While it was still a town of tents
y, and many of these occupied by persons with no practical
of life but to lead it in a merry fashion, a club-house was
id. A conceivable institution in a goldfield, but premature
:ountry where the money for luxuries had to be won from
H | and those of the potential winners who were likely to
nise the club-house were very often young gentlemen with
usand pounds, who had never handled a plough. The club?, when the bubble burst, became an hotel. It is one yet,
mtirely shorn of those glorious decorations that for some
after the boom gave it such distinction. It was and is a
moderately-sized house, and was started as an hotel by a
matured, somewhat simple-minded Canadian, who, for
ns painfully obvious at the time, saw that the Englishmen of
eighbourhood were the most profitable element to cultivate,
ingenious person had gathered from books and the conversaof the young sparks about him that fox-hunting was the
:st of sports. He determined, therefore, to have the walls
t public room frescoed with large-scale, coloured illustrations
1 English fox-hunt. It was done on the quiet and as a
ant surprise to his English patrons, and burst, so to speak,
ieir enraptured gaze with the reopening of the room. It
)een the delight of the neighbourhood for a full year when
I saw it, and the survivors of the boom wanted something
felt time to cheer them up. I do not think, however, that
veil-meaning and enterprising landlord had even by then
>ed the situation, or the reason why his efforts to please had
|so amazingly successful, or why all the young Englishmen
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in the neighbourhood brought their friends to his pi<
gallery, and of course had a drink, and perhaps even a me
two, and made so uproariously merry over it. I can
remember two of the frescoes, and there were, I think, r.
dozen. But of these two, the one represented a horse bau
suddenly at a fence, with its forefeet planted firmly agains
bottom rail in a sufficiently natural attitude. The fen<
may be remarked, though the scene was presumably Leic
shire, was of the ordinary American snake variety. Ii
background lofty snow-capped mountains looked down
the chase. But the point of the illustration was the rider,
attired in breeches and boots, red coat and huntsman's cap
flying through space in the attitude of a man who is accust
to leap through paper hoops, and, though at least thirty ;
away, was still continuing his upward flight. The horse I
had performed this marvellous trick was looking up at it
rider with one ear cocked and in evident satisfaction i
success. The final picture of the group was " the kill." Ii
masterpiece Mr. Reynard was comfortably seated on the b:
of a pine tree regarding with leisurely composure the hunt
who, with a couple of hounds, was standing in full war
below, shaking a hunting whip at his mean-spirited qi
Here, also, the scenery was Alpine. The humour of the J
tion was greatly increased by the injured air of the lane
who had supplied the rustic artist with the subjects, and wi
little pride in the composition. He never could under
why English visitors went off into prolonged and hysterics
of mirth the moment they crossed the threshold, and the 1<
they looked the louder they laughed. There was some
almost pathetic in this simple-minded person's bewilden
For his guests would break out periodically through the d
renewed bursts of mirth as their eyes lighted afresh on
realistic scenes from the Pytchley and the Quorn. 1
amazing hunting scenes covered the entire walls; you <
not get away from them, and the humour of them staye
you. They were certainly the funniest productions I
ever seen, having regard, of course, to the serious bus
purpose they had in view.
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andon is now growing fast, and at least maintaining its
lion as a leading member of the provincial towns of the
h-West It has a long and well-built main street, with
stores, offices, and the usual branches of the chartered
:s. There are numerous elevators, of course, as befits the
f
provincial grain market of Manitoba. The town stands'
he side of a hill, sloping down to the Assiniboine River,
ie muddy but swift waters wend through flat, swampy
lows, thickly studded with willow, cottonwood, and other
l timber. Higher up the hill are long avenues, as in the
r prairie towns, and frame residences in small gardens,
h house the well-to-do classes of the town, while detached
ences, standing alone in the suburbs, gradually fade away
the open prairie. Brandon is the centre of a great farming
try. Almost everywhere and for a long distance around it
tand is good. Much of it is lighter than the Portage land,
lighter, too, than a good deal of the soil in Southern
itoba. But if it will not bear such persistent cropping withrest and help, it is at the same time proportionately easier
:ed. I was for some time in this district in 1884, and the
ge wrought in it since then is remarkable enough. It would
y the reader to relate how bare prairie land in the neighbourof the town, then going at five dollars an acre, is now
red with improved farms worth thirty to forty dollars. All
farmers have done well in the last two or three years, and
le with money to lend now complain that it is hard to get it
on that ever-favourite local investment, a 6 per cent, farm
gage. There is a very fine Government experimental farm
\ to the town, and there is also a Government school for
in boys and girls, part of whose training is to work on a
attached. Some thirty miles to the north of Brandon,
.ted on two other parallel branches of the C. P. R, are the
1 towns of Minnedosa and Rapid City, centres of good
icts. Thirty miles to the south, again, is Souris, a pretty
i place of a thousand souls, on the Souris River, and
tected both with Brandon and also Winnipeg by further
iches of the C. P. R. There is no better land probably
;he North-West than in the country round Souris. To
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one or other of these above-mentioned places a majority
bably of the people come who are going no further west;
Manitoba, and are looking either for land or for work, ar
nine cases out of ten the latter means farm work. A ce
number of skilled mechanics, masons, carpenters, mill h
or painters, are employed in these small towns. When 1
are brisk there is a good deal of work, but when busine
slack there is almost none; but the farm work goes on thr
good times and through bad. And the good hand car
his twenty-five dollars a month for the summer months,
sometimes eighteen dollars for all the year round, with certs
but he must be a good man to do this, not merely a w:
and inexperienced one; and the winter, as a possible
season, should be taken into more account than holiday c
spondents would sometimes have their readers believe,
is by no means every farmer who wants a hand, even wil
wages, through the winter. There are a larger proportie
people who were born in the old country farming in Man
than in Ontario. Great numbers have come out at diff
times, though many have either gone home because they
not proved equal to the work or have inherited money; j
still more perhaps have drifted into employment more s
to their temperament. One meets, however, all kinds of
who have made a success of prairie farming ; and those s
times from whom one would least have expected it have j
out their fifteen or twenty years, turned their bare half-se
into a well-looking farm with good house, buildings and fe
and have a lusty family growing up round them. The On
man and the Scotsman are much the most conspicuous amoni
British element who have persevered and succeeded, but an
the others, gentlemen's sons, chemists, publicans, and men
of all sorts of unlikely trades, have shown conclusively
farming is their mission.
These prairie towns have no lack of entertainments. 1
have generally assembly rooms where travelling companie
actors or musicians perform frequently. There is usually,
a club, where the better sort of males foregather to play w
pool, or read the papers, or discuss the affairs of the na
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fe is a considerable society, which does not allow the almost
absence of domestics to keep it nearly as dull as more or
pmilar communities in England who have an ample supply.
:es, musical clubs, Shakespeare readings, suppers, tennis
fs flourish, with hockey both on land and ice, and curling,
Durse. Shooting comes in with the prairie chickens in
\ist] and goes on with the ducks and wild geese in October,
r the country freezes up. Sportsmen have to go further
I than in former days. This part of the country, like many
Is, is very thickly sprinkled with small natural ponds or
rhs (pronounced " sloos "). In the early days of the settleI all these used to be covered with ducks, and the surrounding
ie with chickens. Both are much scarcer now that all the
able country is occupied with farms. The sloughs still attract
7 ducks, and broods of prairie chickens are still hatched out
jte farms. But for serious duck shooting sportsmen mainly
jb remote places away from civilisation, where large lakes
ed with miles of marshy lagoon still attract enormous
jtities of wild-fowl. Some people have shanties erected in
jirite haunts, and go there year after year, keeping their
ps, decoys, and other shooting requisites on the spot.
>rs camp out It is probably the finest wild-fowl shooting
be world, and as it may be had to perfection in great
bers of well-known places, as well as in all probability
y more unknown spots, all the way from the Red River to
jRocky Mountains, it would be purposeless to attempt here
bsurdly fractional list of them.
fie wild geese, which are mostly shot from pits sunk in the
ble fields, by the- margin of lakes, are extraordinarily
erous at times.1 I think I am right in saying that a friend
nne, a well-known shot, killed nearly a hundred in one day
is own gun not very long ago. Sixty or seventy ducks to
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^hen the Prince of Wales was in Canada two years ago, the honour of
lucing him to this most characteristic of Canadian field sports was deputed
r friend Senator Kirchhoffer, of Brandon, probably the best-known exponent
f art still handling a gun in the Dominion. The result of the two days'
lat the Senator's shooting lodge attracted much notice at the time in the
|sh sporting papers.
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one gun in a single morning is not uncommon. In far i
northern and north-eastern districts beyond the reach of s<
ment, and where timber is abundant, there is big game of va
sorts, moose, elk, and deer. But we only have to do here
the prairies, and for the man of the gun, rather than the rifle
prairies are a paradise. In new countries like this one
grumblers always, but I never heard even the most unwi
exile say a word against the sport. Englishmen going ab:
whether to Canada or the States, and looking to sport as o:
the many compensations for an isolated and perhaps rough
are apt to forget that unless they are in some unusually prin
place, where game is handy and very abundant, a rare cond
nowadays, sport requires more individual trouble than at h
I do not allude, of course, to the man of means who goes 01
a hunting trip, and is prepared to pay reasonably for the
of professionals he takes with him, but to the ordinary se
or business man who runs his own amusements. Nine sport*
out of ten at home are either taken up to their birds or have 1
brought to their guns by other hands and other brains. In c<
shooting and driving, of course, this is the case. Walkini
partridges or grouse, with or without dogs, entails, of co
moderate exertion of an automatic kind for most of a p
and some exercise of reason or local experience by the hoi
his keepers, or both. And there, again, the bounds are s
lutely fixed. Several hundred or thousand acres conta
greater or less amount of game, which has to be circumve
and killed by familiar and conventional methods. The gre
part of it will be eventually killed by guns who stand or 1
where they are told to, and have absolutely nothing else t<
but rise from a comfortable bed, eat three extremely square n
a day, if not four, and shoot straight or crooked, according as 1
mood or their capacities allow them.
All this is delightful, but the colonial settler who want
enjoy the sport of the country does not find his path made
smooth for him ; and, as a rule, it is only what might be a
the really keen, the natural born sportsman, of those wl
opportunities have been great or normal in the old country,
survive in North America, though Englishmen have alw
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it sporting intentions when they first come out You will
jfind a good many who have the stuff in them, but had no
Itunities at home, develop into successful sportsmen on
ther side. The prairie chicken or grouse and the Virginia
I are the only two game birds other than wild-fowl and
ants of any consequence to the American sportsman, and
fioot either, setters or pointers are absolutely necessary,
th north-western Canada is concerned only with the
ie grouse, its latitude being far above the quail limit. The
fery sportsman has therefore to breed and to break his own
I to say nothing of having to keep his own guns clean and
rder. He has, of course, to engineer his own shooting.
I a district as big, say, as an English county, and varying
I both natural and artificial causes in its capacity for
jng game, his scope may range, and his judgment and
rience is called into play. And I am supposing, of course,
kse of a man who wants to have good sport, and is not merely
|nted to potter about with a gun and have a few odd shots.
>od deal of individual trouble and forethought is necessary
pure success in this sort of country, unless a man is rich
gh to pay others to do it for him. But practically all the
|smen on the prairies work out their own salvation, and
pf course, has to be done in time snatched from almost
ys busy lives. So, as I have said before, the man, whether
|wn or country, who keeps up his sport must be a really
I hand. There is no roughing it about chicken shooting, as
jjportsman can always have a pony or "buckboard" along
jpry what he wants, and if out of reach of home, farmhouse
iers are available ; but still he has to do everything himself
id out his own beats, manage at least, and if he is a wise
i breed his own dogs, gather his own dead birds, and hunt
Iwn runners.' It is quite surprising how lukewarm under
jf conditions many people become who, under the readyf conditions of English sport, have fired away several
band cartridges a year, with matter-of-fact regularity and
jtble success, and have been accounted by themselves and
I friends as fond of the gun. The prairie grouse do not
e before cultivation. On the contrary, like the American
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quail, they approve of it, though, of course, the stubble f
themselves afford scant lying for the birds, who seek refu|
thickets and long grass; and they can be best hunted fe
what are known as " bluffs," rough and broken bits of pr
sprinkled with scrub wood here and there. But this is no \
for a disquisition on chicken shooting, which is practr
the same as grouse shooting over dogs, with a little wood
work thrown in. In conclusion, I may remark that then
two varieties of the bird on the prairie, the sharp-tailed anc
square-tailed grouse; and it is held by one or two extrei
good authorities of my acquaintance that the former was
original bird of the unsettled country, and has a tendene
retire before civilisation, but that its place is taken among
wheatfields by migrants from the south of the line, or
Minnesota variety. The provincial game laws now limit
daily bag to twenty-five birds per gun, a wise restriction ; i
will be conceded, I think, that twenty-five brace to two guns
usual number to shoot together over dogs, is sufficient fo
purposes of sport and enjoyment, and a still better law er
that none whatever may be sold.
Wild-fowl shooting entails, as a rule, more endurance and
comfort. Except for a favourably situated few, it means a
ing out, and sometimes a good deal of exposure in cran
positions during the progress of the sport itself, and the Oct
air can sometimes be extremely keen on the prairie, eve
mid-day; while in duck shooting there is, of course, much e
morning and late evening work. Sometimes, too, there is
or an early flurry of snow, and where there is punting
paddling about, and much handling of decoys, the condil
are not favourable, to say the least of it, to a rheumatic sut
What Manitoba was a few years ago the remoter region
Saskatchewan and Northern Alberta still are along their 1
lines of settlement, and furnish opportunities to the sports
within easy reach of his own fireside. There are, of cours<
far inland no woodcock, but there are a great many snip
certain places. As to ground game, the jack rabbit and the co
tail, both hares in nature and indigenous to certain part
Manitoba and the whole North-West, are not worthy of r
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bare mention here. Of fishing, there is little worthy
ation till you get to the trout regions bordering on the
Mountains.
a the almost unthinkable area of thinly-peopled country
of us, and all so much alike in general characteristics, I
nd myself dropping into mere bald topography, or bare
es, or verbal descriptions of what accessible maps will tell
7 much better, and doing the very things, even at the risk
icism, I wish to avoid in this book, unless I concentrate
somewhat. So, instead of describing the established
idding industries of Brandon, I propose to run down to a
rowing prairie town not thirty miles from it, and in the
of a typical agricultural country, and there procure in
a buggy, or a " rig," as here called, at a livery stable,
ith a similar licence of imagination ask my reader to
1 seat beside me while we take a look at a typical prairie
t and gossip for a short space about things connected with
: life.
: prairie has great beauties of its own, but it cannot be
hat the average prairie town appeals to the aesthetic
. Yet occasionally the situation at least is picturesque,
I the architecture, which has much more serious things to
of, cannot afford to live up to its site. Souris is just such
e as this. A few years ago it was but a cluster of houses.
N possesses a fairly long street of solid buildings and a
md inhabitants. It has no extraneous advantages, and is
7 the product of a limited district of wheat-growers, and
its interest Now, some of the prairie rivers have a certain
esqueness. ' They have cut deep into the soft soil for a
ed or two feet in places. Willow and alder, birch and
Dft maple and cottonwood clothe the steep declivities and
I their branches over the stream, which is by no means
s sluggish; indeed, it sometimes works itself into rapids,
I suggestive of Ontario or Lower Canada. And the town
uris runs along a high ridge above just such a river as this.
\ two hotels, where you may be reasonably comfortable at
ar a day, and that rise to the dignity of sending a 'bus to the
11; churches of each denomination, two or three branches
T
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of the great chartered banks, numerous stores, real estat<
insurance agencies, very fine flouring mills, several elev
Chinese laundries, and various private residences in its sul
whose gardens suggest tennis, croquet and the other trivi;
that help life to run pleasantly and sociably in its less s<
moments. The bigger places, of course, have all these tl
and many more, but I am talking now rather of a village
has simply responded to the needs of an agricultural di
There is a little club, too, and I believe in winter there are f
functions, which, if more democratic than those of Winnip
Toronto, are none the less enjoyable.
Travelling on the prairie upon the whole is good, and
that means in the settlement of a new country can on
properly appreciated by those who have lived in one I
Nature is hostile to road-making. The gradients are g
save where they cross a deep-cut river valley. Macadam
side the towns, would be too expensive a luxury at present
is not really needed. At the breaking up of the frost in s]
the black clay loam is deep and miry with traffic, but wit
warm, dry weather it soon gets beaten down into a har<
fairly level state and remains so, with brief intervals of j
ness during summer showers, till the coming of winter a,
and through this season the travelling, whether on slei^
wheels, is always good, for, contrary to a somewhat
spread delusion abroad, there is not over much snow lyii
the prairies, in spite of the cold. Indeed, farmers would
be glad of more than they get
We will suppose it to be October, keen, crisp and brig
October days here generally are, -as we cross the wooden b
over the Souris, a tributary of the Assiniboine, pull up the
hill on the further side, and climb up on the high, rolling pr
The ruins of a former bridge, washed away by the spring f
of 1902, lie athwart the stream, and show what a river
or fifty yards wide can do when it first bursts its wintry b
A labouring man is fishing from the bank. He holds
lanky little pike of perhaps two pounds weight to us,
gesticulates vigorously in very un-Anglo-Saxon fashion,
turns out to be one of the several thousand Galicians wh
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lg throughout the North-West, and on the whole are useful
jar a good character.
m this country was first surveyed into townships and
is the roads were laid out too, and so generous a space
them that people now grumble, first, at the waste of land
:d, and, secondly, at the growth of weeds which flourish on
side of the track and scatter their seeds far and wide. In
;tion with this, by the way, it may be worth while noting
lere are Government inspectors of weeds and thistles in the
•West, whose business it is to warn the owners of lands
offence in this particular, and see that the nuisance is
sd. Flowers bloom, too, more gratefully, but as rankly as
eds by the prairie roadside, and at the edge of the wheatBesides the wild barley, the wild rye and the fireweed
listle, the prairie roses creep and twine, and the haws
-ed amid the tangle, and the ubiquitous golden rod and
: sunflower in the earlier autumn make a brilliant show. It
ie spring, however, that the prairie looks its gayest, when
Id crocuses cover great areas with a carpet of bright colour.
1 now the rolling prairie is all around us, a vast patchof colouring ; sometimes as we top the ridge we can see
les, and mark a score or two of homesteads catching the
lit with their bright colours, and half as many threshers
g their column of smoke into the keen, clear air. Somehowever, as in the down countries of England, the long
compass us wholly about; the buildings on their summits,
d by groups of circular stacks, showing against the sky,
Le long sweeps of stubble, still golden and unbleached by
5 frosts, of tawny prairie pastures, or of summer fallow,
ng gently downward to the hollow, where some sluggish
1, dammed up into reedy ponds, winds amid meadowy
of timothy or red top fresh from the mower's tooth.1 A
bunch of teal, perhaps, or a black duck breaks from the
at our approach, and scuds down the valley, for the wild
bf occupied Manitoba knows how to take care of himself
lays as well as other ducks. Clouds of blackbirds burst
tower" and " R e a p e r " in transatlantic parlance indicate the machines
;
! wielders of scythe and sickle,
.K!*^>?
T 2
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with a loud whirr of wings from the tangled growth b>
stream and hover above the reed beds with a confidence
not even the most juvenile gunner ever troubles to abuse
few buntings of various kinds, snow birds and so called snow I
flit among the rushes, while the common moorhen splashes s
the surface of the brown peat-coloured water.
But for the most part one seems to be well lifted up i
that vast sweep of sky and rolling plain that most men
many women are apt in time to grow fond of. When I
saw this prairie country, its discomforts, many of which
and experience have cured, were prominent, if not uppen
in the conversation of everyone, both in town and cou
Now it is quite different. Most of the residents will tell you
would not live in the east, and there is no doubt whatever
with the present generation a feeling has arisen toward;
prairie such as animates people brought up among moun
from the other point of view; a certain affection for it,
feeling of dissatisfaction when they find themselves among 1
cramped surroundings. Indeed, this seems natural and inevit
as well as fortunate, though there are certain others, m
women, for whose nerves the prairie air is too keen
stimulating. There are some, too, who by temperament
unsympathetic with an open and comparatively treeless cou
But most residents in the North-West, not soured by lac
success, and who are susceptible to influences of this kind, 1
I think, fallen under its sway ; and you now rarely hear pe
talking, as fifteen or twenty years ago they used to talk, a
isolation, dreariness, monotony, unbearable winters, and so f
Indeed, you have only to look around, as the buggy tr;
at a good pace over the black, powdery dust which overlies
hard road bed, and the reason of this change of sentiment ij
far to seek. Every half mile or so, where fifteen or twenty J
ago a rude "shack" or humble framehouse stood among
acres of wheat and oat stubble, perhaps unfenced on the!
prairie, there is now a homestead that would not discredj
crack counties of Ontario. Wire fencing divides the home pasi
from the road, and from the broad acres of tillage that si
away to right and left and to rear of the buildings. I

SUCCESSFUL S E T T L E R S .
Besteads are not so thick on the ground, to be sure, as in
tario, for the farms are not usually less than a half-section
l e hundred and twenty acres), and very often occupy a whole
|; but the buildings hereabouts are as good, and the people
radays live as comfortably, as in the older provinces, and
i will tell you themselves that they do not have to work
fely so hard. The houses are sometimes of brick, either
te or red, sometimes of wood well painted, but in most cases
\\e for the needs of any family occupied in farming, what\ may be their social stamp, and this last, in origin at least,
j be found to vary much more on the prairie than in Ontario.
i- prairie farmhouse is now well warmed, well furnished with
|ern appliances, and surrounded with good vegetable gardens,
ugh apples and large fruits have not yet succeeded very well.
|iy provident people have planted forest trees freely around
|r homesteads in past years, and taken time by the forelock,
ider, for instance, is one of several homesteads belonging to
English family who came here from Kent about twenty years
i—farmers or hop-growers I think they were in the old
jntry. Standing amid great undulating breadths of stubble
1 pasture and rich black fallows, the house is now almost hidden
clumps and avenues of well-grown spruce, firs and soft
pies. Many duplicates of so pleasant a sight may be seen
!he prairie, and those who neglected to thus shelter and adorn
ir places are now acting on the principle of " better late than
er," and following their more provident neighbours' example,
s barn, with byre and stabling, all under one roof, is universally
id, and though built on somewhat different lines to those of
tario, is no whit behind the edifices of which that province
o justly proud. The artistic soul might perhaps complain of
ir remarkable uniformity in shape, size, and even colouring,
pg nearly all painted a dark brown picked out with white ;
; it would be absurd to subject the prairie homestead to
icism of this kind. The man or woman of feeling will
i much that is aesthetically satisfying in the prairie landscape,
hey look for it aright, and these settlers have passed through
ies that called for vigorous qualities since they acquired land
e in the early 'eighties at three or four dollars an acre.
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Two railroads now meet at Souris, one from Winnipeg dii
arid one from Brandon. For years the settlers had to h
their grain thirty miles to the latter market. They x%
mostly, as elsewhere in Manitoba, people of small capital, ;
had to start from small beginnings. As previously indica
they had to meet conditions which were new to everyoi
experience, and the elements, while this country was in
making, were certainly more unkind in every way than t3
have been since it was made. Here, for instance, is a fan
that is a type of those settlers who believed in the country ;
stuck to it through good times and bad. They own betw
them a section and a half, nearly a thousand acres. Tl
property lies off the main road, though that is of little cor
quence, for " trails," or side roads, run in every direction over
prairie, and at most seasons of the year can be traversed as ea<
as the main highways. Indeed, for that matter, you can
about anywhere with a buggy or buckboard when the graii
cut, though wire fencing is progressing at a rate that will sc
put an end to these more desultory excursions.
There are two or three extremely comfortable homesteads
the aforesaid property, with a married son in each. The
gentleman, the original pioneer, takes his ease as he should
and no doubt the results of his own bygone labours, and thai
his boys who stuck by him, must be a spectacle calculated
immensely sweeten his declining years. They are busy thre
ing at this moment the produce of about four hundred acres
wheat—which in so good a year in the best class of Manitot
land, such as this is, though cropped for many seasons, will
twenty-five bushels an acre. The estate in this case has
thresher of its own, and one of the sons has .learnt to run 1
engine. They are threshing from the shock, and waggons ;
busy running up the loads of wheat. The expedition of 1
western thresher and its " outfit" would be a revelation
many, I think. The straw is not raked away from beneath, I
is broken up by the machine into comparatively short str:
and fired out of a funnel with great force, and accumula
at some distance into a steadily-growing heap. There is
feeding done in these newer contrivances, but the sheaves i
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lied into a hopper from the waggon and go right into the
liine. Lastly, the grain is carried direct from the box
nigh tubes into movable granaries, in cases where farmers
I these conveniences, thus saving bags and the labour of
pling and tying them. From the granaries the wheat is
led into waggons and carried direct to the elevator at the
fest town or station and shot into the receiver. On a farm
pis kind there will be a considerable breadth of oats as well,
| h yield fifty or sixty bushels to the acre, and what are not
I for stock sell at twenty-five to thirty cents, against the
I to sixty which wheat usually fetches.
lie popular size for a single holding in Manitoba is a halfIon, or three hundred and twenty acres. A general confus of opinion puts this as the right amount of land for an
tage man to purchase for his own occupation. A person
I make a living on a quarter-section, but under present
litions of cultivation there is scarcely scope for much more.
3 only company prospectuses that put every acre of a farm into
fat and show thirty bushels " at a conservative estimate " every
I. Of course, a labouring man, with little or no capital, who can
irtheless scrape enough together to acquire a quarter-section
lean grow fifteen hundred bushels of wheat on an average, is
|g extremely well for himself. After paying all working
hises, he may have five or six hundred dollars in cash, only
irt of which, with the help of his garden, his pigs, and a cow
Jwo, will be required for keeping his family. But I am
ding rather to the man with five hundred or one thousand
bds capital. A half-section is relatively more profitable in
a a case, and the initial payment is in future operations much
:e than justified. A second team of horses and a hired hand
ithen very likely be used to advantage, while the brains and
tgy that are calculated to make one hundred and sixty acres
I are still more profitably engaged on twice the acreage,
feover, there is no immediate hurry about bringing prairie
a into cultivation. If fenced in it will make good pasture till
re is opportunity to break it. T a x e s are light, and by the
e the owner is ready to extend his operations he has his own
I, bought cheap originally, to go to work on, and he is not
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hemmed in by other farmers whom he has to wait the op
tunity to buy out at a much higher price.
T h e well-to-do Manitoban farmer now considers himsej
object for envy by his brother agriculturists, and would ai
lutely resent the impressions formed in old days, and not witj
foundation, that he was a pioneer struggling with the drawb
of a rigorous climate and cut off from all the joys of life
have given an idea, I hope, of how he and his animals
housed. Of course, he works extremely hard at certain sea
of the year. T h e moment the land is fit to go on to with
break-up of the frost, a slightly varying date, as in Ontario,
seldom before the month of April, he has to " g e t a hustle
Part of his prairie land was ploughed in the fall, part
summer fallow, but in any case there is much ploughing
re-ploughing to be done. H e may use either a double-furro
or a gang plough on which he sits, or the ordinary swing pic
of familiar knowledge. But hustle though he certainly does
land at least is smooth and requires no clearing, and sitting
his plough and turning over his three to four acres a day, he :
fairly claim to have an easier time than his contempon
tramping in the furrow. W h e n the land has all been harro
and the wheat and oats sown—for barley is not widely gro
—the prairie farmer has no great pressure on him till Septem
in which month the harvest seriously commences. H e ha«
maize to plant, except a little for fodder perhaps, nor clove
seed upon his grain: nor yet turnips nor mangolds of any co
quence. There is hay to be cut, not only the prairie gras
spots wmere it grows long around the sloughs or in low pla
but most farmers will have a timothy meadow, for the wild g
is apt to deteriorate with constant cutting and grazing,
grass on Manitoba prairies is mostly short upon the uplands,
grazes out in time if fenced in and heavily stocked. It she
be said, however, that now summer fallowing is so consta:
practised the farmer has a good deal of ploughing to do after
grain is sown. Fall or autumn wheat, which is the main cro;
Ontario and Europe, is impracticable in the North-West

1
In round figures there are 2,500,000 acres in wheat in the North-'V
800,000 in oats, 300,000 in barley, and 500,000 under summer fallow.
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theard something recently of it having been tried here and
e with success, but there is not usually enough snow on the
lies to protect it from the intense frost, even if there were
I for it to get a good start in the autumn.
I course, the question that rises to every stranger's lips, and
Iby no means unconsidered by the people it most concerns,
D what extent can these prairie lands, rich as they are, be
Inuously cropped ? There are soils of varying texture and
Ii and quality among the good lands of Manitoba. Speakfeenerally, none of them have received the least assistance
Ithe mere rest given by summer fallowing. The outsider,
above all the man who has never been a farmer, invariably
|es the not very original suggestion that farmyard manure
Id be a good thing, and would prove a solution of what
pars at present something of a problem. He will also mildly
frnaturally deprecate the burning of the straw, and deplore
bonfires of it which redden the sky in all directions when the
jmn nights lengthen. It is quite true that people are going
I into mixed farming even in Manitoba, but the particular
Iction to the small capitalist there is the large acreage of
at a single man with modern implements can raise. This
e individual is not prepared to keep and feed in yards and
I winter food for many beasts, and how much land will even
k or fifty loads of manure cover ? Five acres, say. And what
jye acres only moderately dressed out of the hundred that
i: a farmer will put in wheat alone ? He expects, and
|>ably will get, twenty, perhaps twenty-five, bushels. With
[assistant, son or hired man,.the forking, hauling, and spreadbf fifty loads (a big estimate, by the way), with use of team,
[cut into a lot of valuable time in spring, for in Winter the
jure pile will be frozen and immovable. Would it mean
pushels an acre more ? I doubt it very much. Suppose it
; there are two thousand and fifty bushels instead of two
isand. Would that twenty-five dollars pay the farmer for
'labour under the circumstances here existing ? I think
J he thinks not, at any rate, and he ought to know. Morer, the conditions of the North-West are peculiar; some of
j manure would go to straw, not grain, and nobody wants
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straw out there. It is not a little perplexing, too, to
advocates of good farming to see the country produce in
year 1902, after nearly thirty years of continuous cropping
largest yield on record per acre. 'This is certainly a facer fo:
enlightened farmer, and perhaps an unfortunate encourager
to the careless and shortsighted, for there can be no d
whatever that no land can stand eternal cropping; and, ind
there are plenty of the lighter lands of the province that I
given warning some time ago that there is a limit to •
endurance, a warning which the wise have taken and tre
them more considerately.
Clover, of course, would go a long way to solving the w
problem, clover not merely being a rest, but a remark
restorative, to worn lands, and the best preservative of
fertility of all lands of anything known to man. Its long r
draw up nourishment from below, its leaves attract it from
air. Unfortunately clover does not flourish in Manitoba,
recently it was a recognised axiom that it would not face the ]
on the thinly or half covered prairies, though timothy has 1
grown from the earliest settlement. It is not safe nowaday
generalise, and I have certainly seen specimens of clover gr
in the province, and quite possibly the experimental farms 1
produced some hardy variety ; but I have seen none gro^
myself in travelling through the country this past year,
have I met anyone using it. Supposing clover to be not a1
able, the ploughing under of green crops will certainly be
resource of the wheat farmer. It is a recognised method
restoring depleted lands in the middle and southern States,
a most effectual one. I have not only seen it in opera
frequently myself, but have seen also the after-effects produ
though it is so well-known a remedy that such testimon
really not of any consequence. Ultimately, no doubt, w
farms get small and sub-divided, though that time, I believ
a long way off, the ordinary methods of farming, where straw
manure are in proportion to the acreage, will assert themsel
But it is foolish to talk this sort of thing to a man owning a 1:
section of first-class wheat land. Mixed farming is a comi
catchword and sounds very wise, but it will be a long t
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e the average Manitoba farmer has inclination, time, or the
:r keep to yard enough stock to materially fertilise a
red and fifty acres of grain.
does not always follow that the wheat sown immediately
md is workable, short though the season is, turns out the
All over Canada the passing of winter and the opening
tmmer—for spring is short enough—holds in its hand
:asant surprises and a fluctuating temperature. Once the
n sets in, however, everything in Manitoba grows like
re. The deep frozen soil, below the dry pan wrhere the
t is lying, supplies a constant fund of exuding moisture to
r
oung plant. The heat of the sun, judged by a North
rican standard, is benignant rather than fierce, a moderation
1 wheat appreciates as well as man. Moreover, the great
h of the days in this northern climate materially helps to
alise the short growing season and to produce the best
t in the world. In no part of North America does wheat
so steadily and suffer so little from the ills that elsewhere
ieir to. There have, of course, been bad years: land that
d produce twenty-five bushels normally and thirty in a great
may drojp to twelve or fifteen. But in the north-western
s, such as Iowa and Nebraska, and even in Minnesota and
>ta, all of which are regarded as fine wheat-producing
s, crops sometimes fail absolutely. I could quote many
us instances of the unaccountable tricks that the wheat crop
pits growers in these States, from the personal experiences
ends who have suffered from it, if the United States, and
"anada, were my theme. In the middle Seaboard States
e seen year after year thousands of acres of wheat solemnly
, reaped, threshed and marketed that would not average,
^e expected to average, ten bushels an acre ! The further
I you go in America the better the wheat, and the line seems
limited by that at which a reasonably comfortable existence
^e led by human beings and by the caprices of late and
frosts..
good many young Englishmen of the public school type
[d in the neighbourhood of Souris, in former years, and
pt farms. It is a pity they have nearly all cleared out, for
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their lands, worth ten dollars an acre in those days, woul
worth twenty to thirty in these, and they would have had se
good seasons. But there seems ever to be a restlessness a
this type of immigrant, and even the steady, well-mea
fellows begin with an enthusiasm that too often flickers out.
course, they have often had no training for the life. They
given money to buy land too early. They are somet
" stuck" with bad places at high prices, but this is nc
common in Manitoba, as the general level of land is mucr
same in a district, and any variations there may be are so r
discussed that the simplest young man, after a year in a m
bourhood, could hardly get very badly hurt, either in price
quality of soil. But there are other ways in which he
astray, and I am not merely quoting my own opinion
experience, but more particularly those of Englishmen who
stuck to the country and done well. He is swayed in the s
tion of what he conceives to be his home for life by the
trivial causes. He can buy, we will suppose, a farm, or (
have done so, at fifteen dollars an acre, within three miles of a
and station—a great advantage for wheat-growers—but he h
old schoolfellow perchance, or a youth who came out on board
with him, living eight miles from town, and as there is a fai
the same price to be sold adjoining this temporarily mag
acquaintance he throws practical advantages to the wine
does not realise them, and writes a glowing description o
remoter place and the immense advantages of being near
pal," and finally squats there. Perhaps the situation is p
and the shooting is good, which would be quite permit
for a man of the same class who had three hundred pc
a year in Consols and a thousand pounds to play
But in this case the thousand is presumably the genth
settler's all, and he looks at the pleasant, not the profi
aspect of the investment. In a year he has quarrelled, per
with his neighbour, or the latter may have taken to drink or
away, and he is eight miles away from market instead of t
Of course there are many brilliant exceptions. There are
many hopeless " ne'er-do-weels." I am speaking, howeve
the decent, average young fellow who starts with good intenl
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k swayed by every wind, and who, moreover, is without the
tag, business instinct that may not be pretty but is badly
fed for success in farming. It is a great pity that people of
klass in England will not recognise that it takes rather a
Iheaded fellow, or at least one with more than average
|tcter, to get on. It is true that some young fellows, who
(ce any sedentary pursuit at home, have outdoor instincts of
jtctical kind and a good head, and do well. A man brought
s a gentleman has more difficulties to contend with, moral
\ otherwise, in colonial farming than the emigrant of a
rent class, and it takes a relatively better man. The
tiers of a family who win normal success in the ordinary
kes of English business or professional life may be no whit
rior to the one who has emigrated and presumably failed in
as or energy ; but the former have pursued a path hedged in
|1 sides by familiar custom and tradition, from which they
scarcely stray. The colonist, on the contrary, who will
tlluded to as "in the colonies or somewhere," has had to
strange circumstances which many, to be sure, might have
lounted, but which would probably have bowled oyer his
essful home-staying brothers as effectually as they did him.
ometimes in the course of a long drive on the prairie you
come across a field of wheat that has been " hailed"—
laps more than a field. To hailstorms of great violence
prairie farmer is always liable, though the risk spread over
ast an area—for these storms are local—is very slight, and
be insured against for a small sum. Nor do they merely
sh the grain prematurely, but they beat the entire crop
the ground. Sometimes, too, you will see a piece of frozen
at, late sown and caught in the "milk" by autumn frost,
he early frosts, generally due in the first week of September,
I to be the terror of Manitoba. I have been there in former
^ as the sympathetic guest of farming friends at that critical
nent, when everybody woke early, if they went to sleep at
and paid anxious visits to the thermometer. These inflicts have been far less frequent in recent years. The extension
cultivation and the drainage ensuing from it are no doubt
[gating agents; and then, again, when the dreaded temperature
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is reached, the wheat is usually in a more advanced condi
than of old, and consequently more proof against damage,
can one too often remind European readers that the cause w'
is making the Canadian North-West the granary of the w
is not merely the fertility of the soil, but the peculiar condit
of light and heat that obtain north of the forty-ninth para
which constitutes the international boundary line. Solar 1
as well as heat is a leading factor in the perfecting of a wl
crop. Throughout June and July there are, in this cour
from one to two hours more light every day than in Iowa
Nebraska. The heat is of a more temperate kind, and the ni^
in Manitoba are always cool.
Nor, again, is it merely the steadiness of the yield, but
high quality of the grain, that distinguishes the No. i hard wl
of the North-West. It is a beautiful sight just before har
to see the strong, level, healthy appearance of these ^
stretches of grain—clean below and uniform above—and go
in a good year, from twenty-five to thirty bushels an a
Of course, we all know that there is nothing remarkable
English ears in such a yield, since four quarters is the unil
which the average English farmer bases his calculations,
that is not the point. The latter grows his crop every fou
fifth, or sixth year after costly preparation, while the methoc
the prairie farmer and its cost have been sufficiently indica
The virgin land was bought at, say, five to ten dollars an z
reasonably near a railroad, and he may crop it foi
generation, at any rate, without spending anything upon
soil itself.
I have said nothing of yields going up to thirty-five and fc
bushels an acre, which in certain places and in very g<
seasons are often realised. It would tempt me to recall r
often in the palmy days of British wheat-growing and the f
two years of the 'seventies I had seen six to seven quart
and on more than one occasion eight (sixty-four bush
threshed out in the crack districts of East Lothian.
Nor, have I sufficiently dwelt, perhaps, on the fact t
even in Manitoba good crops are not a certainty. Still, I th:
one may safely say that over the province generally the te
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as regards a crop would be used in a relative sense. Fifteen
els, for instance, would be a comparative failure in Manitoba",
•eas there are thousands of farmers in the United States
are well content with it. Every sensible man, however, is
ared to take the lean years with the fat ones, and a year
fteen bushels preceded by a good one of twenty-five to
y and followed by a normal of twenty, would justify every
word that is said of Manitoba; and I believe this illustration
5 based on a most conservative estimate. Manitoban mismes of hail or frost we shall no doubt hear of again, and
in farming and thoroughness of cultivation produce within
I as varying results in Manitoba as they do elsewhere.
no doubt, too, we shall hear as many woeful tales in
sh homes as have been heard for all time. Only some men,
ide the regular agricultural classes, of which England proper
ributes very few, make good agricultural colonists in the long
and a considerable majority of those who leave England have
leans of knowing, nor has anybody else, as to their ability to
>t themselves to a strange and to them not easy life. T h e
itry, not the individual, will receive most of the blame,
to the latter's inaptitude or inexperience, instability or
nperance, and in some cases, where the gentleman class
oncerned, due rather to the recklessness of parents or
:ives in precipitating youths into the thick of a strange
for which they are utterly unequipped—physically, morally,
itellectually.
et us take this very region through which we are now in
y driving. All the ills that ever befell Manitoba smote this
ther districts—some even harder, for it languished in a long
unexpected isolation from railroads. Yet here, as we have
, the " shacks" and humble homesteads and small areas of
ge have blossomed into flourishing and substantial farms,
iing no longer a bare livelihood to their owners, but liberal
mes, judged by their necessities. Mortgages have all been
d, and the only complaint among farmers who have saved
ley, and lawyers or others who have money to put out,
lat borrowers are scarce, even at an interest reduced from 8
10 to 6 per cent.
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In former days there was plenty of demand for money at a 1
interest, but lenders, especially private ones, dreaded foreclo:
and being saddled with unoccupied land. Nowadays it i
different matter, apart from the fact that land is more or
saleable. Many persons who have thus or* through di
purchase become possessed of quarter or half sections fin
quite profitable to rent them out on shares, receiving themse
a third of the crop as rent. There are always a certain nun
of working men, arrivals from Europe, Ontario, or native Mar
bans, who have either not the capital or the desire to purcl
land at once. Moreover, farm buildings are not an abso
necessity to mere wheat-growing, though happily for
country this style of farming is a temporary, if profits
expedient of a comparatively small number of owners. Wh
growers' tenants on this share system take their whole outfit
to the land when the season opens and use rough shelters
themselves and their teams till the wheat is threshed
stacked. A few regular farmers, too, and owners of lane
various parts of the province live in the local towns dui
the winter, and only occupy their homesteads during
working season.
Labour is, of course, the great question of the future
Manitoba, and as it mainly resolves itself into a questior
harvesting and threshing, and in a less degree of ploughing
presents difficulties, inasmuch as these important operati
demand an extra supply, that must find other means of sup]
for the rest of the year, or at least for the winter. This is a
question, and one I am not prepared to venture upon here. 1
necessary labour has to be sought among new-comers
foreigners for the most part. Almost all who engage ii
must find a permanent domicile in the country and combin
with some regular means of making a living. Quebec provi
is the only possible source of supplying temporary labour
Ireland supplies England in harvest-time. But this is limil
and the cost of transportation, even when specially redue
over a thousand miles and back makes a big hole in the m
liberal store of harvest-money.
But by this time the sun will have set on our prairie landscc
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lairie sunsets are at all seasons gorgeous. A bread, low
I of fiery red hangs in the west from a sky that elsewhere
Ised into the leaden hues of twilight, and against these
ng fires of day, farms and wheat stacks away on the
t rolling skyline stand out in dark and strong relief.
II colour has faded from stubble, fallow and prairie,
mouldering straw heaps glow like livid coals at quite
liable distances in the chill evening wind as the darkness
is. We cross once more the deep ravine and the gurgling
yriiich in a month or two's time will be fast bound in its
r
trammels, and enter the lighted main street of the
be and prosperous little prairie town.

CHAPTER

XII.

I MUST not let the reader leave the province of Mai
under the impression that it grows nothing for marke
wheat. Quite a brisk dairying business, for one thing, is c
on in various parts* Over sixty creameries and cheese fae
exist in convenient localities, and a Government school of
ing, established now this many years in Winnipeg, attrae
increasing number of students and does excellent work,
natural prairie grasses make good summer pasture, while
matter of winter keep, besides prairie and timothy hay, I
corn fodder can be grown abundantly for that invaluable i
the Canadian farmer the silo. There is also a large coal-b<
area in the province, and in its south-western corner mines
been long in operation, and fuel is reasonably cheap, wh
natural enough, seeing how much of it there is and how
it is worked and transported.
The area of Manitoba is just about that of England, ai
population is over a quarter of a million, and rapidly incre
The greater part of it is fertile, and yet there is a vague s
notion abroad that the province is " filled up." The fact i
though there is plenty of free land left it does not offer the
advantages or apparent advantages to the incomer as a 1
stead in the still newer territories of the further west. Th
a great deal of good railroad land still available, both t
north and south of the Canadian Pacific, at about five d
an acre, and more or less within reach of transportation,
these statistics, after all, shift with every year. In view e
eternal tendency to rush westwards, it will be at least w
bear in mind that Manitoba is geographically the centre <
Dominion of Canada ; that there are no richer lands anywh
the North-West; that the rainfall, on the whole, is more
sistent than in any other province, and that the winters a
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^severe than in other regions where wheat can be grown
equal certainty ; and, lastly, that the wheat crop of the
Ince in 1901, though not quite so good as 1902 (the figures
hich at this writing I have not by me), was fifty million
els, averaging slightly over twenty-five bushels an acre,
anitoba at present depends mainly upon Eastern Canada
ts manufactured goods, but even as Ontario reduces the
ortion of its imports from Europe by its own increasing
uction so will the North-West as time goes on supply itself
a growing fraction of what Ontario and Europe now send
riie drummers of Montreal and Toronto are now abnormally
e throughout the whole North-West, and are everywhere in
mce, and would, at some seasons, seem almost to form on
and steamer the majority of one's fellow-passengers. At
:ountry hotels they are greatly to the fore, while on lonely
ae trails they may be seen urging their buggies along with
briskness characteristic of men who drive other people's
ss which they have hired by the day. They are mostly
ig men, conversant from necessity rather than from choice—
hey are mainly town-bred boys from Eastern Canada—with
ie shifts necessary to get about wild countries with expediI have travelled and talked and eaten with scores of them,
mainly pleasant and intelligent fellows. Indeed, all are
ligent. They have to be, or they would soon be relegated to
i more restricted sphere or to their own devices; but the
ligence of the majority is largely confined to pushing their
line of goods, and in this their sturdy energy fills one with
iration, though it does not perhaps conduce to sustained
ersation of a general kind, beyond their own immediate
ntures. I am quite sure anyone who saw much of these men,
f their antitheses the farmers, would have no fear for the
re of Canada, though they might tire in time perhaps of their
pany. Most of them are native-born Anglo-Canadians—per1 Scotch-Canadians would be more accurate, as North British
d and North British names certainly prevail among them.
I self-possessed, hard-headed men, between five-and-twenty
five-and-thirty for the most part, they give you the notion,
usually the correct one, that this is only- a temporary phase
u 2
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in their lives, and that even when they are not themselves
relatives or junior partners of wholesale merchants, theyj
eventually use their experience to set up in wholesale or I
businesses of their own. I do not imagine that many of tj
smart young.men propose to end their commercial careers j
the manner of the rosy-faced elderly gentlemen one is fairj
with, seated among a collection of mysterious packagesmuch tobacco smoke in the corner of an English third-e
carriage.
The typical Canadian drummer would usually come \
what I suppose one must call the middle classes of the com
He is, however, as a rule exceedingly smart in the matte;
attire, his linen is spotless, his clothes well-cut and up-to-c
his habits particular ; and the general dressing-rooms of Pullj
cars are no slight test of these matters. He is apt tq
flamboyant, and has almost always the strident voice with
Americanised accent that marks his class and his general
and is so curiously different from the speech of the middled
men and women of another type in Canada and those u\
their influence. Indeed, it is different probably in many q
to the voice and inflections of their own fathers and motl
and I venture to think by no means an improvement,
that matter, Canadians of discrimination from the Atlanti
the Pacific use much stronger language on this subject \
there is any occasion for here or that I would venture uj
There is a uniformity about them, too. As a caste they st
one as stereotyped to a degree that you would only finf
England perhaps in the latter-day public school boy, the
wholly, of course, in a different style. One is naturally arj
think that in a new country there is more variety in habit]
manners, more tolerance of originality. But Canadians, ye|
men particularly, who know England well, have often remaj
to me on the greater latitude and tolerance that exists am
Englishmen of the same class, and how many verge^
eccentricity or even step over its border line without res
to criticism, and at the same time create so very litj
The modern Canadian has much more fear of being thou
odd in speech, habits and opinions, and this tends in the r'u
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*ation to a certain monotony in type, so far as matters
de business are concerned, though his bringing-up makes
it the same time nimbler-minded and more resourceful in
in emergencies than his English counterpart. The intelal ardour of the Scotch, which so often flourishes among
under the most discouraging circumstances, seems to have
out in their Canadian descendants or have been absorbed
iterial or commercial energy. Relatively speaking, it leads
thing in Canada, that is to say among the prosperous class
re discussing, so one stimulant to good reading is removed,
the literature of the drummer on his travels is deplorable,
a Pullman car gives really admirable opportunities for
ng of any kind.
i is a steadfast person, however, and has a very clear notion
s aim in life, which is to " get there," without the all-conng passion for that one result too common over the border,
ed, the Canadian drummer is usually a sportsman or an
te. In his off-days in remote prairie or backwoods settle:s he is generally ready for a crack at the ducks or a try for
trout; while the football, hockey, la crosse, baseball or
tic contests, which draw crowds in all the Canadian cities,
he burden of his frequent discourse, and as often as not in
capacity of an old combatant. Still, business comes so
msly first in the thoughts of all these brisk young men that
nothing but a pleasure to hear that they can be equally
uous in their play and interested in that of others. Nor is
.lmost total absence of paper racing and the study of the
sd odds which extracts sovereigns and half-crowns from the
ets of middle-class British youth a matter for regret. There
L few race meetings in Canada, but they merely amuse the
public for a day or two, and permanently interest but a
tful of devotees. And all this comment apropos of a class
fudged from an English standpoint, are of small account,
it be thought disproportionate. But this is not the case in
ida. The drummer in his varying degrees is a very important
Dn and a very characteristic type.
jrning, however, to business matters, the eastern drummer as
f goes on will find more competition in the west itself.
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Apart from industries that are immediately connected wit|
special productions, such as flour and oatmeal mills, slaud
yards and cold storages for meat export trade, and m
packing factories, Winnipeg already manufactures boilers]
machinery of all sorts, cigars, soap, grain bags, saddlery, bise
and confectionery, tents and mattresses, brews beer, b
books, carves marble, makes bricks (with a painful liking
the white variety), builds carriages and waggons, and <
various other things that do not call for enumeration here,
smaller towns, too, are emulating the example of the capita
rapidly as their capacity and their markets warrant.
On running westward by the Canadian Pacific from Bran
there is another sixty miles of rolling prairie, sprinj
with clumps of trees and cut every half-dozen miles 01
by streams—though on the train you do not see them 1
flowing between steep-wooded banks to meet the Assiniboin
the north or its tributary, the Souris, to the south,
describe this stretch of country would be only to re
what we saw between Portage and Brandon—a vast wi
district, only varying, or seeming to vary, in its stage
progression by local conditions, which stimulated settler
in some spots rather than in others. But hour after houri
mile after mile the same alternations of landscape and the sobjects meet the sight. Here rolling downs, there almost 1
plains with the same breadths of stubble, furrowed into black
already by gang-ploughs and quick-walking, stalwart tea
the same clumps of stacks, and green patches of summer fa]
not yet bleached by frost, and tawny stretches of prairie, sprih
here and there with stock ; the smoke and stir of steam thres|
the varied homesteads, humble or substantial, of brick or w
the late stooks still dimpling the stubbles; the brown r^
ponds, the flocks of crows and blackbirds, the occasional si
of duck or wild geese cleaving the air, the still rarer vi
of a fast-scudding prairie grouse. All these things glide bi
either side of us throughout the western part of Manii
and far into the neighbouring territory of Assiniboia. j
townlets of Griswold, Routledge, Virden are passed, an]
Moosemin, a quite important little place, you are 01a
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ftoban legislation, and in the vast domain of the Territories
p reach hence to the Rocky Mountains and from the
lican border to the North Pole.
t these little towns look alike from the outside, though
I subtle differences and depths of jealousy and rivalry,
hbut those that own stores, mills, or fbwn lots in them
Itell of.
Indeed, the prairie, though admirable from a
tical point of view, does not lend itself to originality or art
>wn building. Later on, when the town gets large and
thy and has accomplished much tree-planting and grassrig and decorative architecture, things are different, But in
elementary stages not much more than space, cleanliness,
fresh paint can be hoped for in the way of artistic attracess, and if some small measure of this were accomplished
row of hideous but indispensable brown-painted elevators
ring skywards in a line would crush out all sense of it
ice.
t all these small towns the Government have agents and
ts, whither the labourer seeking work, or the land-buyer
ing land, can get particulars of the tributary country. A t
f them each denomination has its church, and, indeed, two
mon features of the prairie landscape I have omitted to
tion—I hope not because as structures they are usually so
a more solid than artistic—are the country churches and the
srnment schools. T h e passing wayfarer by rail or road
realise how much thicker the country is settled than it
stimes looks to b e when he stumbles on a big square brick
ling with a hundred comfortably-dressed children playing
he prairie around it.
he four territories of Assiniboia, Saskatchewan, Alberta, and
abasca, all larger in area than Manitoba, have their political
tal at Regina pending the time when a sufficient population
entitle them to provincial honours, either in part or whole.
\ is not likely to be far distant, as they are already beginto knock at the door for admission. Regina, too, is the
Iquarters of that admirable body the North-West Mounted
ce.
ravejlers on the Canadian Pacific will notice some forty
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miles short of Regina, near Qu'Appelle, a long stretclj
country—almost half of it scrub woods of poplar, rJ
cottonwood, pine and willow, full of ponds, where ml
farming on a small scale is in vogue. A s a matter of I
however, Eastern Assiniboia is virtually an extensiorl
Manitoba, with somewhat lighter soil as a whole, and a slid
decreasing rainfall. There are more small bunches of si
kept than is the rule in Manitoba. North of the Canal
Pacific, towards the Qu'Appelle River, which runs east\f
and parallel with it, and the two railroads which travj
it, there are lands which claim to be as inexhaustively fej
as the famous Portage plains. A t Indian Head therl
a Government experimental farm and a fine well-setl
wealthy country. Between this place and Regina, even f|
the line, the traveller will see the most illimitable stret|
of wheat land that his eyes have yet rested on, and the rj
level in surface. Here, if anywhere, he might believe the t
North-Western legend of the ploughman who starts out in
morning with his dinner which he eats at the end of his j
furrow, accomplishing the return journey by nightfall. S e |
ment is going into Western Assiniboia at a great rate. I
province bigger than England and a population of seventy
eighty thousand, it may be well imagined that there is plentj
room. Several railroads already thread the country, and o t |
are under construction. T h e choice of locality is so great, i
the area to select from so immense, that one may well unl
stand how a straw will blow the immigrant with a little me
in one direction or another, a friend or an acquaintance, a chaj
word, a bit of passing advice. It will be well, however, for i
to take his time and listen to what people have to say bei
settling himself. T h e relative virtues of various districts |
form the burden of half the conversations he will hear inj
course of weeks, and though the already planted settler j
seldom admit that he might have done better, still the observ.
person with reasonable patience will surely avoid any sera
error. Here, as in Manitoba, it would be futile to indicate the ei
of movements and the change in local conditions, which shifta
continuously as to belong to the domain of periodical literati
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^Eastern Assiniboia is a favourite region for the planting of
Miies, as well as for the enterprise of individuals. Large
iements of Mennonites have flourished there, as in Manitoba,
ten, fifteen and twenty years. They are absolutely successful
I if possessed of the virtue of frugality, to an extent that our
hd the drummer will proclaim a vice ; still a community that
igs great areas of wild land into cultivation and peoples a
tude with thriving villages, and never complains, may be
£iven if its wants are few and it tries to supply those by
nitive and domestic manufacture. In a limited country the
nnonites' failings in this particular might be a just grievance
|a drawback, but if the reader will tax his imagination for a
ment and think of the area to be populated, he will smile at
notion of such hypercriticism being applied to a community
I are sober, industrious, peaceable and virtuous above the
imon. The Mennonites have been in the North-West more
I a quarter of a century, and are only now beginning to give
I in some sort to modern influences. Even if it takes
ther two generations to make Canadians of them, what
:ters it? In the meantime they are far better pioneers than
feat many of those English-speaking emigrants that Canada
ot unnaturally striving mainly to attract will eventually prove,
me same remarks may be applied to those entertaining
pie the Doukhobors, about whom there has been such a
her in the past J|bar. I was myself in the North-West
ing the late excitement, and the whole country rang with
tale of their famous march to Winnipeg. About eighty
2s north of Indian Head, across the Yorkton branch of
I Canadian Pacific, in the Swan River Valley, there are
ie fifteen hundred of these primitive but harmless souls
upying thirteen villages. They, like the others now in
iada, came for the most part some four years ago from the
fern shores of the Black Sea. They were Russian subjects,
I being Quakers in principle, sought refuge in Canada to
id military service. They were brought to the North-West
subscriptions raised among the Society of Friends in England
i the United States, with some assistance from the Canadian
lernment now in power, not more though, I think, than would
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be extended to any communities of emigrants thus situs
But in the dearth of serious political differences, and co
quently of party cries, the antics of the Doukhobors in 1902 A
hurled at the head of the Government, and for a month o
half-hearted discussions on tariff and tu quoques on cor:
political practices gave way in ordinary company to a much n
animated conflict between the pro- and the ^^^-Doukhobors.
The sea captain who did the actual transportation of tl
harmless and once down-trodden folk, some five thousand in
has frequently described to me the strange scenes that x
enacted on the shores of the Black Sea where he took then
board his ship, the brutality of the Russian officials •
superintended the exodus, the long-suffering gentleness of
exiles themselves, the harrowing separation in some case
families. This officer, who has probably carried as m
emigrants of various nationalities across the Atlantic as
commander living, is loud in praise of these particular f
their virtue, their decency, their cleanliness. However, it it
settlers* they appeal to us here, and in this capacity they h
some virtues at least that the Anglo-Saxon might envy, e
if they developed eccentricities which caused a nine-days' wor
and gave politicians something to talk about in the vacation.
I have never been able to visit the Swan River valley my
but from the many who have 1 have gathered enough infor
tion to fill the rest of this chapter if need be. To be b
however—these people, who were given lands some tl
years ago by the Dominion Government, were furnished x
stock and other necessaries by the Quakers of the Un:
States. Last year they had nearly six thousand acres un
crops of various kinds, all saved and threshed out early,;
their barns were full to bursting, though they had no mod
machinery of any kind. In architecture, as in other instan
they are as yet absolutely insensible to Western influen
Their houses, built on either side of a wide street, are of unsa
timbers covered with clay, painted white and ornamented y
yellow dados. The roof tops project and form verand
ornamented with carved woodwork. The yards in front of j
house are spread with sand, swept and watered once or twic
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I The interiors are all whitewashed and spotlessly clean,
mostly consist of three or four rooms. They intend when
y become more prosperous to replace these exotic-looking
Idings with larger ones of stone. Their system is communistic,
h village tilling its land in common. Crops go into a common
•e-house, money into a common fund, which is responsible
n for private debts. But industry is a religion, and simplicity
ormal condition, so debt is almost unknown and Doukhobor
lit is high with the town merchants. As a customer, however,
Doukhobor, like the Mennonite, does not commend himself to
Anglo-Saxon trader, for he makes everything he possibly can
lome. The women work the old spinning-wheels, using their
1 wool and flax for cloth and linen, and are admirable with
needle. When they take a rare holiday and want a
le thorough dissipation they make straw baskets as presents
their friends. The men are skilled in all handiwork, carving,
pentry and masonry.' The women, in such time as they may
r
e to spare, share in the field labour of the men, not with
I sense of drudgery but with a light heart and a feeling
sociability. There seems to be no ill-treatment, no quarrell among them. At threshing time the women sit on the
aves engaged on fancy work, with the children playing
und them. Others help the men to make a huge circle, all
ng their flails and singing, while in another place horses are
mpling out the grain in prehistoric fashion, and all virtually
sight of the latest harvesting and threshing outfits, manned by
; North-Western type of Anglo-Saxon. Was there ever in
\ world such a contrast of men, manners and customs—such a
ange blending of the East and the West ? But this will
inge in time, when the Doukhobors acquire money enough to
y machinery. Their morals, unfortunately, will be no doubt
s patriarchal. Cleanliness of person is a leading canon of
I Doukhobor faith. A public bath-house is an accessory of
*ry village and is used daily. In the summer months outdoor
thing is freely indulged in, and the Anglo-Saxon is just the
ry man to be most scandalised by the spectacle of both sexes
thing together as they came into the world. The extraBinary simplicity and gentleness of the Doukhobors' character,
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their conspicuous morality, weigh nothing with him—W
minster or Winnipeg, it is all the same. No doubt
Doukhobors will in time develop a proper modesty in
respect and will re-adjust their morals in other respects to
Anglo-Saxon level.
The Doukhobor does not indulge in ceremonious or co
weddings. The bridal couple merely make a declaration be
their elders ; but still, if the husband beat his wife, his lif
made no longer worth living, by the community, though s
public examples are, I believe, seldom required. Their relig
is practically the Bible, but the Bible as handed down
circulated orally. Whatever their creed, their practice
calculated to make most of us feel moral worms, and to r
them condemned by an average politician is quite delighl
But no doubt they will improve, as I see in the papers they
to have schools of their own, and will achieve our standard
life and morals, and possibly develop into successful drumn
and enterprising real estate agents. Hitherto the parent
imparted what instruction is thought necessary. They are saie
be generous and charitable to their English-speaking neighbc
when the victims of flood, frost or fire. Above all, th
seems to be no self-consciousness in the practice of such virt
as the Doukhobors possess. What appear deeds of heroic s
abnegation to us progressives are to them a mere matter of di
and neither reward nor praise is looked for. Hospitality to
stranger, which resents compensation as an insult, is als<
cardinal virtue. On the whole, I think we may write th
down as outside our comprehension, but it would be a thousa
pities to keep them out of the country. I wonder if the hete
geneous colonies of Britishers, who are being planted
communities, will lead such strenuous, temperate, uncomplaini
and blameless lives, and produce as much. I do not envy 1
conductor of the personally-conducted Briton on a large sea
but let us hope for the best.
But every rose has its thorn, and that of the Doukhobor-j
it may be called a thorn—is an intemperance of religious zl
which set all Canada astir. This intemperance is not nornf
and apparently requires occasional kindling from some far-aw]
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|rital source, but the firebrands turned up last year and
liaded a thousand or so out of the five thousand actually
fed in the country that they should get rid of all their live
k, as being a constant temptation to people who, I should
I noted, are strict vegetarians, and partly that it is against
Divine law to work animals as beasts of burden. _/
j portion of the live stock, therefore, which the kindly
|kers of America had given to these unsophisticated co-secp s on the Swan River, was*turned loose, and thus wandering,
|no doubt wondering what the matter was, caused something
» sensation. Men and women then took the place of horses
oxen in the Doukhobor ploughs, harrows, and carts. This
;ed a considerable outcry among the neighbouring settlers,
se sense of rural economy was outraged. Still, the trouble
at have blown over if a crusade, stimulated by strange
;rines detrimental to the welfare of a new country, had not
n. Over the details of this march towards Winnipeg we must
linger, but some eight or nine hundred men, accompanied by
ibers of their women and children, started out in the begin• of November, having filled their pockets with apples and
i more. The head-lines of the Press announced the
rimage in characteristic and humorous fashion—"TheDoukDrs fill up with apples and start out to convert Winnipeg."
fter a few days of more or less hardship, the women and
Iren were despatched home again by dint of a judicious
ture of force and persuasion. But the men tramped on over
fast wintering prairie in solid ranks, twenty deep, singing
age hymns. The authorities intervened, begged and prayed
n to turn back, warning them through interpreters of the
Iness of their enterprise. It was no use. They had a
>ion to conquer the world for Jesus, Who neither smoked
y told those who poked fun at them), drank whisky, nor yet
mitted murder and theft. The first snowstorms fell, but the
itics still tramped on, a harmless, peaceful, incomprehensible
tanx, sleeping in sheds, railway trucks or on the open
rier and buying in the towns such provisions as were absoly necessary. I believe their unselfishness towards one
;her during these trying if superfluous hardships was a
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marvel to see. To shorten a long and strange story, one to
which pathos and humour are curiously mixed, the Moui
Police at length took them seriously in hand and more or
forcibly deposited them in railway cars and took them he
Active resistance was, of course, against their creed, but x
could be effected short of this the Doukhobors did, forn
themselves into groups somewhat of the nature of Rugby f
ball scrimmages, out of which meMes each man had to
extracted singly by the stalwart members of the North-Wes
Mounted Police and loaded on to the car, till the rest, se<
the case was absolutely hopeless, gave way under protest
went peaceably on board the train. So ended this remark;
pilgrimage, during which some people, mainly Conservati
said it was scandalous of the Government to fill up the No
West with foreigners and lunatics, while others, mainly Libe:
said this was only a temporary ebullition under the influeno
some fanatics from abroad, that only a fraction of the Doul
bors were involved in it, and that their sterling virtues
outweighed what was, after all, only a practical and tempoi
disturbance.
These seemed to me the more reasonable views of the mai
and are apparently justified by the latest news from the Dc
hobor settlements, which reports them not merely as restore<
their normal sanity and industry but as inclined to abandon
communistic system of farming and to divide their lands i
ordinary freeholds. The cattle and horses which these sin
souls had turned loose in their temporary craze were collee
by the authorities and sold for the benefit of those who
owned them. A new and better prophet seems to have arri
recently at the Swan River and successfully laid the ghosl
these strange phantasies, of which we shall probably see J
hear nothing more.
At Saltcoates too, in Eastern Assiniboia, on the York
branch of the Canadian Pacific Railway, is another colony, J
a more recent one, which has a peculiar interest, namely,
Welsh Patagonians. It will be remembered that many ye
ago a community of Welshmen, not unreasonably possessed
the idea that they could get the benefits of a new country <
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preserve to their children's children born in it their Cymric
me and nationality, settled in Patagonia. Their hopes seem
ave been partially at least justified so far as their own efforts
s concerned, but the vagaries of the Argentine Government
iuced a longing in the heart of the Welsh exiles to be once
e under the British flag, even at the risk of seeing their
ve tongue give way to one of the many varieties of Saesneg
ken on the North-Western prairies. So there they are at
;coates, having removed thence almost in a body from Pataia vid Liverpool, where they were lionised and feasted for a
days and despatched to happier climes with the especial
ediction of Mr. Chamberlain. As ready-made colonists on
best of land, their future, I should imagine, need give their
ids in Wales no further concern. And we shall no doubt
rtly hear of Eisteddfods in Eastern Assiniboia, in which the
:overy of America by Madoc ap Owen Gwynedd, and his
lement there, three centuries before Columbus, will, I trust,
iuly celebrated.
laving said this much of settlement by colony ancient and
lern, I should like before we pull up at Regina, and by way
mcouragement to male settlers, and still more because the
le of the exploit was not a hundred miles distant from the
itorial capital, to relate the performances of two lone females,
lother and daughter, who, robbed by death of their natural
tector, are running a ranch by their own unassisted efforts. My
hority is a well-known medical man, who inspects the locality
the Government service and knows these courageous ladies
1. They are Americans, of good education, and, the doctor
s, of refinement and good looks as well. The husband died
I two years ago and left them stranded on a small ranch with
ie cattle and horses, on which a chattel mortgage had been laid.
e mother and daughter then decided to run the place themes, and, in their own words, as they had to do the work of men
y adopted the clothes of men. Last summer they milked
sen cows, filled the contract for supplying the North-West
•unted Police of the district with butter, and had a large
plus for sale. They had also two hundred and seventy-five
id of cattle and forty horses. They cut and stacked without
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help a hundred tons of hay, branded sixty-five calves, and t
an addition to their house, the lumber and shingles for wl
they hauled themselves from the railroad, seventy miles dis!
They also fenced in their garden, an acre in extent. They
rope a steer or ride a horse, says the doctor, as well as t
male neighbours. They intend to live like this until they r.
paid off the debt on their stock, when they will continue rancl
but will hire labour.
One of the most all-round accomplished ranchmen betw
Winnipeg and the Pacific, an Englishman of the pul
school type and a man of the world generally, holds >
strong views on the part that women play, and yet n
could play, if given a freer hand in a settler's life. Alluc
particularly to settlers of his own class from the old country
thinks that the women, whether wives or sisters, when they
come may be a strong factor in business success, and that t
have more ballast and sense than the average men of their 1<
and could be consulted with advantage on outdoor matters n
often than they are, provided of course that they have
strength and elasticity to stand a western life at all. 1
from a bachelor of high repute in all rural business an
long experience, may be worth setting down here. As fruit
dairy or poultry farmers there is not the faintest doubt 1
many women of education have the germ of success wil
them, if not the experience. And if they could someti:
persuade their husbands and brothers to work under t
direction, a greater measure of success might fall to the your
sons. Unhappily, domestic cares falling, as a matter of cou
to the woman, she does not have a chance to show her mettl
the field.
Regina has only some three thousand people, but it is a gi
distributing point. It stands unrelieved upon the flat pra
and makes no pretence to ornateness, but only to the m
substantial glories of elevators, mills, stores, and budd
factories. It is the headquarters of the Mounted Police, wh
nine hundred men are scattered over the country from the I
River to the Rockies, and the residence of the Lieutem
Governor of the Territories. Hence too starts northward
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tant branch of the Canadian Pacific to Prince Albert
he centre of the district of Saskatchewan, so called from
two great rivers which, draining its whole length from
:o east and uniting near Prince Albert, pour their waters
.ake Winnipeg. The Portage branch of the C. P. R., and
he well-known Canadian Northern, are making their way
Dm the east into the heart of the province.
3 at Regina more particularly that one comes face to face
>ne of the great facts of North-Western development, that
lerican immigration. For the country to the northward,
n Assiniboia and beyond into Saskatchewan, being as yet
ay settled, has proved most attractive to the American :ompanies who mainly organise the movement, purchasing
first instance large blocks of land and then dividing them.
twenty miles north of Regina the Saskatchewan Land
any, with headquarters in St. Paul, Minnesota, own a block
d, roughly speaking, a hundred miles by seventy in extent,
be literal, own every other section in it. For the surveys
se countries resemble a chessboard on the maps—the white
gs representing the Government sections (six hundred and
acres), which are open to homesteaders only, and cannot
id for money. The company buy the alternate squares,
I coloured red, over the space above indicated, from the
y, at (let us say) three to five dollars an acre. They
ise all their energies to retail these lands at seven to eight
s to immigrant farmers from the United States. Immense
5 are made to boom the land, and experienced agents are
tiroughout the districts which are expected to produce a
supply of buyers. The advanced retail price is fair and
ible. Individuals could not get it at the price paid for a
ftract by the company, and if they did they would be
ly atoms in a still unsettled wilderness. The company
;he risk of reselling their land, and spend a further sum
hg so. Moreover, the settler who has bought his quarter,
br whole section from the company, finds himself very
mtly adjoining a block of Government free land, which he
hnex to his purchase at the rate of one hundred and sixty
!per grown male member of his family. The homestead
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conditions of partial residence and improvement offer no dirl
to the man who owns and farms the adjoining land, and
incoming Americans seem to have no objection to takin
oath of allegiance to the British Crown, which is the f
condition of a title to Government land when the thre<
probation is up. Frequently the large companies sell off 1
of their purchase to smaller ones, but I do not think I mus
up space with the methods of the American land compan
the Canadian North-West. Nor need I indicate their m
localities, for west of Manitoba, which as a longer deve
province was less available, they may be found operati
almost all directions. It will be a suitable opportunity
however, to say something of a movement which is quit
most curious and interesting, as well as the most importai
the various phases of North-Western development, for re
which will, I think, appear.
For years, nay for generations, the United States si
Canada of much of her increase and much of her most vig
blood. Till a few years ago the notion of American fa
coming to settle in Canada would have been scouted as a
The boot was wholly on the other leg. But two strong
sufficiently obvious causes have made for this remarkable ch
One is, that all the free and cheap-priced virgiii soils o
western States of good quality have been occupied. Ther
vast spaces still unsettled, but the shrewd and experie
farmer will not give his time and attention to second or
class land when he can do better, and most of these Ame
immigrants are free agents in this particular, not men drive
by bad times or pressure. The second cause is the develop
of the Canadian North-West in the matter of railroad:
proven capacity for growing and getting to market the
wheat crops in North America, and its abundance of cheap
now accessible to markets. Though Americans began to <
in a few years ago, it is only in the last three years tha
influx has achieved any large proportions, while the fi
possibilities of the movement may be greater still. But
present is all we are concerned with here. It is not onty
quantity but even more the quality of these Americans
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sts this business with such importance. A few Canadians
ke west and still more in the east profess alarm for the
re of the British connection in view' of this growing influx,
that is another matter which will come up later. For the
tical needs of the country, never in her short history has
received such valuable settlers. Among the makers of
North-West the Ontario farmer as a class stands immeasurahead of the rest, but the Ontario farmer was new to prairie
ting and prairie conditions, and as a rule he had very little
ey. These Americans, however, have, as a class, every
strial and economic virtue of the Ontario farmer, and have
1 prairie farming all their lives, and furthermore have far
I money to start with than the others had. Lastly, any
idian on the spot will admit them to be possessed of a
liar mixture of verve, buoyancy and enterprise, an inde)le kind of combination that is not found in quite the same
ee even among His Majesty's industrious and energetic
5cts in the Canadian North-West.
hat poor men of energy should flow from the States into the
adian west will seem natural enough after what I have said,
the greater number of these people are well off, and the
er may perhaps wonder how they come to be, or being so,
Id wish to begin life afresh on the wild prairie. To dispose
ie last question first, it must be remembered that the prairie
lese days of railroads is no longer wild and lonely in the old
e, more particularly to people who settle in large colonies, and
: of all to men of means who thoroughly understand prairie
ting, can build good barns and houses, and go to work on a
1 scale right away. The secret of the money, or, rather, the
ce of it, is also interesting. Now, most of thes^ ~eople come
1 the western States of Minnesota, the Dakotas or Iowa, a
Drity from Illinois, Nebraska, Kansas, and elsewhere. Speakbroadly, they come from the belt of country that in the
mties or early 'eighties was the " Far West," and was then
ed as the Canadian West is now being settled, on free grants
heap lands. Those settlers are now middle-aged or elderly
,, with families grown or growing up around them. The farms
r
gave nothing or next to nothing for as bare prairie are now
x2
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worth forty, fifty, sixty, or seventy dollars an acre, and the
area will be a half-section, three hundred and twenty
This increase of value is not only on account of the buil<
fences, and the numerous improvements consequent on long
pation, but on account also of the great increase of popu
and wealth in their neighbourhood. Moreover, things are
prosperous just now in the States, and prices are high, an
sale of land, which sometimes is very dull, is brisk—an occ
which wise men seize.
The Iowa farmer, to take a common example, with his t
three sons, cannot spread out of his three hundred and t\
acres, as he is surrounded by neighbours in like position
equally valuable farms. His own farm, though built on, fe
and beautified, produces no more, perhaps, being rich prairie
it did when he first broke it up as a young man, probably r
much. And it certainly produces nothing like the yield of
grain that land across the Canadian border does. It will be re
seen, then, how much a man thus situated gains by conve
such a place into ten, fifteen, or twenty thousand dollars in
and securing twice or three times the amount of still better
by purchase and homesteading for a third of the money
having a comparatively large capital still in hand, or le
mortgage. He has then a farm for each of his sons, an<
increase of value he has witnessed in Iowa must, in all hi
probability, take place in Assiniboia, Saskatchewan or All
A strong affection for locality rarely weighs in the scale w
Western American. Breaking fresh prairie is no novell
hardship to him. Indeed, the excitement of the move, wi
prospects, has probably some actual attraction. As to t
ferring his residence to the shelter of the British flag, and pel
his actual allegiance to it, this tickles the ears of onlo<
immensely, but I do not think it troubles the person m
concerned very much. In the first place, it is possible he
be a Canadian born or the son of one, for thousands of Cana(
in former days went to the Western States, having thei
region of their own ready for them. But even if a true Amer
he is not likely to have a "revolutionary ancestor," bi
probably of mixed strain, German, Scandinavian, Englis
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with a nineteenth century advent only on the Western
nent.
is, I think, is a fair average sample of the American settler
1 Canadian North-West. Some have much more money,
much less, but as a class they are extremely substantial,
imen Capital has the knowledge and experience behind it
:hese men have, it becomes doubly significant. I travelled
ferent times with hundreds of them and talked with scores,
id buyers, actual or potential. I sat betimes with the agents
I Government or Canadian Pacific Railway in the land
3 where newcomers off the train from the States were
lg their first enquiries, and I have seen some of them
ly settled on their farms. These breezy individuals do
,s a rule, wait for their confidence to be invited, and are
sible, to a degree, in train or hotel. Many, of course, are
I men who have become possessed very likely of the family
in Dakota or Minnesota, and are tempted to sell at what
high-water mark of value, and invest only a part of the
y in more productive land here. Some, again, will be
senting a group of neighbours or relatives and spying out
Duntry.
e European immigrant with capital is always despatched
the time-honoured and no doubt sage counsel to secrete
act of his substance with sleepless vigilance, and to pose
poor but honest man, whose livelihood now and always
ided upon the sweat of his brow, till experience enabled him
rst with safety upon his new friends in the light of a bloated
ilist and the possessor of one or more thousand pounds,
d advice as this is for the average tenderfoot, and very
f observed, by the way, the tenderfoot being human, I have
n it carried to ludicrous lengths, and much superfluous and
lless discomfort induced by posing in this character. But
Western American has no such tremors, and will define his
I financial situation to the whole company of an hotel office
railroad car, if they care to listen, with a confidence bespeak|is complete ability to take care of himself. T h e British
rant again is inoculated with a holy terror of real estate
ts, and dodges them as he would the emissaries of the devil,
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to fall sometimes into the hands of some "thundering d<
chap,"—an old University or Army man, possibly—who
through him in shady haunts that a real estate agent in'
practice could not afford even to be seen in. The Ame:
has no fear of this much-abused profession; he regards hi
what he is, a necessary and presumably respectable facte
the transfer of land, beats up his quarters and examines his
and, if he ultimately buys a farm that is upon them, he
not hold the agent responsible for the whole of his future 1
even to the drinking of too much whiskey, should it con
that. Nor does he regard the regulation percentage pai<
the vendor as somehow filched out of his own pocket, but
normal business transaction, without which the exchange of
could not exist. There are plenty of unscrupulous people ii
real estate business, as in others, but you rarely hear a Cana
or an American talking about the trade after the hyste
fashion so common among English settlers or new arriva
I never myself came across any of the personally-condi
parties of American land viewers under the guidance oJ
officials of the various American syndicates. Since this
was being prepared for the Press, however, humorous accc
have come to hand concerning the way in which these pa
are guarded from any possible contact with the local profes
Special trains are chartered, and during necessary sojourf
Winnipeg, Regina, or elsewhere, special quarters are engage
the potential selectors of the syndicate's lands, and a strict g
kept over their goings out and their comings in, and a vig
watch against the local enemy, who might beguile them i
by tales of more tempting pastures or more prolific wheat h
I note, moreover, by the latest Government statistics, that 3;
Americans have gone into the North-West in the year en
June, 1903, against 35,000 British and the same numb^
foreigners. These are the largest figures chronicled sinc^
country was opened.
None of the many Americans whose acquaintance I m
made expressed the least objection to living under the Br
flag. Other things seemed to them so much more imporj
and, of course, they really are, seeing how slight the differed
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Seen the conditions of life on either side, and that nationality,
Id of any race significance, amounts really to so very little
le common interests are involved to the average working
I If these men were New Englanders of old colonial stocks,
e would be more in it, but being what they are, they will
Iry, beyond a doubt, become good Canadians in a generation,
t, at any rate, is the opinion of most Western Canadians.
f American settler finds virtually the same laws obtaining
I as in Iowa or Minnesota, only better administered, as he
n admits. As he does not belong to the rowdy pistol-shooting
lent, he is naively pleased and surprised to find himself in a
Itry where a man who deliberately kills another is hung to
fed certainty. Some of them were almost incredulous such
ting could be, though they wholly approved of it, not being,
^have said, of the assassin class themselves.
hey are moreover much interested in education, and will be
;e sure to do their part in all local questions. Indeed, the
anted Police in their red tunics, cantering over the prairie or
rding the train as passengers, were about the only objects
\ seemed to strike them as really novel and strange. The mere
ing that there were individuals in the country who could
imand their actions in arbitrary fashion if need be, and at
^ame time absolutely protect them, must be a queer sensation
1 Western American, whose personal security is dependent
^lly on the peaceful disposition and common sense of his
|hbours, and whose very judges have not infrequently been
mselves assassins, and think nothing of it. As a matter of
I there is so little outward difference between a Western
lerican and a North-Western Ontario-bred Canadian of the
pectable farming class, that I have often listened to them
king together, and felt quite confident that a New Yorker
Virginian could not distinguish one from the other, much less
Englishman. Indeed, in speech and appearance they are
tetically the same, yet one knows there are certain differences
outlook, and that the Canadian Westerner, though every bit
good a man in definable, and perhaps better things, has not
te the breadth and dash, if one may use such terms about
mers, as his Western American neighbour. He certainly has
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not the self-possession, for I have been more than once enterta
by hearing one of the'latter engage the attention of an ei
railway car full of miscellaneous people by a conversa
originally started with those sitting close around him.
Of course, this has its absurd side. Writers in American m
zines afflicted with spread-eagleism enlarge on the Americai
tion of the Canadian North-West. Men who scarcely k
wheat from oats, who have never crossed the Canadian boi
draw upon their vivid imagination for a forecast of what
American settlers in Canada will do and how they will sap
loyalty of the Canadians. Statistics are quoted without
pretence to even approximate accuracy. The Manitoban w
farmer is pictured by these cockney scribblers in New Yor
Chicago as a sort of French habitant, standing amazed at
American farmer who is bursting on his vision with a two-stc
frame house and a brand-new self-binder, and the blessing
annexation to be thrown in some day when he is "educ
up to it."
As a reverse picture to this, though not exactly pertinent,
an astounding account of the Canadian military forces, as :
by an eyewitness, and related in three columns of a Soutl
newspaper which I read the other day in America. The w:
said that there were hal£ a million dead shots in Canada, all J
their secret orders for a prompt invasion of the United St
in case of war, and that the slaughter they would create w<
make the South African War seem child's play. All these i
could hit the bull's-eye every shot at five hundred yards,
entire population were absorbed in rifle shooting, and took t
position in life from the number of consecutive bull's-eyes t
could make. Boys of fourteen and men of sixty carried the 1
of scores of sleek, unsuspicious, inoffensive American citizen
their cartridge pouches. Matches, said this imaginative j<
nalist, could not be completed in Canada, for the marksmen v
on making bull's=eyes till the sun set on their provoking ai
matic accuracy, and all these were not regular soldiers,
lawyers, tradesmen, clerks and farmers. The warning colui
were interspersed with terrific "scare-heads," and Canada
depicted as hurling these half-million dead shots—who, by
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Idrilled all the spare time they had over from rifle shooting
| h irresistible swiftness on the ill-prepared Americans,
jping roughriders and regulars like flies from their path,
dictating humiliating terms of peace to the great American
lie at Washington. Now all this was perfectly serious,
Igh how much the author expected his readers to believe
I and how much he believed himself, is another matter.
I all these things can be gravely printed are evidence of
Extraordinary darkness of the average American concerning
|tda and everything in it. As regards rifle shooting, the
Jition of that useful pastime in Canada stands very much
; does in England, a few members of each volunteer regiment
Itising it with an ordinary average of skill, and, as in the
I Country, with a little more enthusiasm since the South
can War.

HnHJii
CHAPTER XIII.

FORTY miles west of Regina is Moosejaw, a little town
over two thousand people, that no stretch of local enthusia
could call attractive. It is a railroad centre, however, and
Soo line from St. Paul's, the favourite route of Amerii
immigrants, runs in here. So the traveller will sometimes h
an unsought opportunity of making a prolonged examinatior
the ugliest little town on the prairies, so far as my experie
goes. Its original name was The-Creek-where-therwhite-m
mended-a-cart-with-a-moose-jawbone, but this cumbrous appe
tion was shaken off long before the railroad reached it, as may
readily believed. Here, speaking approximately, you pass
of Eastern into Western Assiniboia, or, to be more explicit, <
of the grain^belt into the ranching country. All the way h
from Manitoba, the rainfall gradually decreases, though the Reg
country, with its big crops, in a normal year tells its own tale
sufficient moisture; but there is admittedly more risk of drou
even there than at Brandon or Portage. After Moosejaw, he
ever, you are virtually in a ranching country and inside
semi-arid belt. Bunches of cattle or horses begin to sh
on the bleak, rolling plains. Homesteads wax scarce, i
often exhibit the disregard of personal comfort not unus
among ranchmen. For miles, perhaps, there is no sign
man or beast, so wide are the ranges and so far scattered '
haunts of those in charge of them. The Canadian Land a
Ranch Company operates at various points throughout t
country, and very largely in sheep, for which South-Wesb
Assiniboia is a notable district: but you would have to ride
drive immense distances over the face of the country and co1
vast solitudes in any actual inspection. As a mere traveller
the train, however, it is an extremely striking run from MooseJ
to Medicine Hat, the next place of importance—two hundred a
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Smiles beyond. You have passed into another land ; crops and
Is have vanished; the sad, rolling plain, sometimes culminating
|&tant hills, sometimes sweeping away into infinite distance, is
Mature made it. No more ploughs, no more threshing outfits,
black roads traversed by buggies or waggons, no snug fannies to speak of, no varied colouring but that which cloud and
mine makes on the never-ending, grassy sweeps. The breaks
|is solitude, and you may see for ten, fifteen or twenty miles
he clear autumn air, are not worth considering, they seem
ixv; and, for the first time since leaving Winnipeg, a traveller
1 had not left the line might feel that sense of awe which a
expanse containing no suggestion of human life conveys.
3 was once a great buffalo country. The trails by which
I travelled in their hundreds of thousands and for countless
\ till thirty years ago are yet distinct upon the prairie,
ali shows its milky tints plainly in the ponds or half-dry
shes. Lakes, many of them miles long and many white with
Hi, glimmer in the middle distance, and strings of wildl, geese or ducks wing their way to haunts, peradventure
pnd the reach of sportsmen. Now and again, but not often,
they are lost in the space, a band of cattle or horses show
small dots upon the plain.
!hus, for a hundred and fifty miles or more, at the rate of
nty miles an hour, you pursue a track whose mysterious loness even the sociable and cheerful interior of a Pullman car
s not diminish. I was once privileged to see nearly the
>le of this country on fire. For most of an afternoon and the
: half of the night we were passing through burning prairie
tout intermission. I must hasten to say, however, that the
ss here is quite short, that the flame is not more than two or
te feet high on the uplands, and the only damage it can do
0 the pasture it consumes, which takes two or three years to
Dver. Fireguards (strips of ploughed land) follow the raild on either side throughout this wild country, while every
ch or station is similarly protected. But I shall not soon
let the gorgeous spectacle which these miles of burning
irie presented when night fell. Why these fires were thus
jing in every direction for over a hundred miles I do not
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know, for so much injury is done by them that the Governn
appoints regular officers all over Canada, both in the woods
on the prairies, to watch, give warning and take precaut
generally. Still, a lighted match or the camp-fire of an
sponsible wayfarer has been known again and again to des
leagues of country and to ruin hundreds of people. On
occasion, the trails of fire traced themselves in wriggling line
distances far remote, throwing up sheets of flame and drr
sparks whenever they reached a patch of long grass or a thi<
of stunted willows, while distant hills, covered with ranker gro
probably scrub woodland, were burning furiously and glowed
hot coals. Prairie and sky had been both obliterated by ni
against whose black curtain these lines of flame following
miles the contour of a rolling, invisible country, made
impressive spectacle from the car window.
The whole run from Winnipeg and the Red River i
steady rise, or a mounting, rather, of long steps. Wes
Assiniboia is with Alberta the third and last step to the
of the mountains. Throughout it the rainfall is too light
any sure dependence, while, as the pasture is good and
influence of the Chinooks felt through the winter, it is n
generally a stock and, particularly, a sheep country, Shropsh
and Southdowns being the chief breeds, and about two thous
the usual number in a flock. These winter well on the pn
and require no artificial feed. The elevation of Wesi
Assiniboia is well over two thousand feet, and the influe
of the warm Chinook winds, which blow periodically thro
the winter from the Rockies over Southern Alberta, is
distinctly as far into this province as Moosejaw—scien
people will tell you, much further. Here, too, as I have s
was a great resort of the buffalo during the years prior to tl
extermination. These old monarchs of the prairie are i
already beginning to assume the role of prehistoric animals v
the present generation. And to those of us only in middle
and perhaps unconscious of much decrease in activity, it see
strange to remember that among our friends and contempora
in age, even if the privilege was denied to us, we knew m;
who hunted buffalo in this very country. Indeed, as I

BUFFALO RUNNING.
|ng this chapter, mere accident brings under the same
I a friend who hunted in this region as early as 1868, for
lor three years, with the regular buffalo-runners, and has
rally lived in the country ever since, to wax prosperous on
|d acres that have gone in his locality from twenty-five cents
Iventy-five dollars an acre. The party he hunted with, in
Jvears 1868 and 1869, were about a hundred in number, and
|as a purely commercial affair. Buffalo, curiously enough,
I thicker at that period than ever before, the wave of settle|t pressing through the North-Western States of the Union
\ driven them by thousands to seek refuge among their
|ws in the solitudes beyond the Canadian border, and swelled
normal supply there to great proportions. One has to make
ental effort to realise the vastness of these herds as one reads
hears of them. They were not like shy bunches of big
ie, a few dozen or so who vanished panic-stricken out of
t. The buffalo did not shift much for a few casual horse\, Perhaps he realised that as the latter could always run
down if he chose, it was not worth while. At any rate,
tve heard again and again from eyewitnesses that they have
len from sunrise till sunset practically through a continuous
1 of buffalo, a herd broken, of course, into groups and sprinkled
r the plain, but always present in great numbers. The friend
^e-mentioned, however, recalls the methoel of his hundred
>ciates, a usual one at that day, but doubtless unfamiliar to
ay now. For, having ridden up to a herd, they would form
I- long line and gallop after and into them. No shot was
3, however, till all the weaklings—the very old bulls and cows
ad dropped behind the horsemen, when the leader gave the
lal by firing his rifle. Then the slaughter began, after the
mer of a pursuit; each man singling out beast after beast
giving it a bullet at a few feet distant—never stopping to
if it fell, but riding on and firing shot after shot into others,
the order to halt was sent forward. Then even the hardened
ter sometimes sickened and felt some pity as the work of
ightering the wounded and dying proceeded. Some of the
brtunate animals still lumbered slowly along, bleeding and
rting; some dragged their hindquarters; some stung to

318 CANADA IN T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURY]

impotent fury, with just enough strength left to charge!
hunter, whose horse was trained to avoid the impact; x\
.others were stretched lifeless or helpless on the plain. R<
had by then become the main object of pursuit, though wort
that time, I think, less than ten dollars apiece. A buffalo i
is now worth two hundred! In the old Indian and half-b
days the buffalo had been hunted chiefly for its meat, and
supply was far greater than the demand. The robes
been useful and saleable, but within limits. But when t
came into general demand as the best known protec
for rich and poor against the North American winter <
particularly in driving; simultaneously with improved wea]
and a readier access to the western plains, the days of
buffalo were numbered. In the Western States expedit
were fitted out for their slaughter by merchants and tradesi
Millions, speaking literally, were killed, and many of thes
wantonly and in such weather that their corpses, some with
very hides on, which were the raison detre of their slaug
could be seen festering in the sun on the plains of Nebraska
Dakota. Three or four years, incredible though it seems,
sufficient for the complete extinction of the species. The y
1877 or 1878 saw the last one vanish from the surface of
United States, and I do not think the Canadian North-West
any much longer. For years their bones whitened the pi
and even yet are collected and crushed for fertilizer. 1
trails, however, will not be so easily extinguished. Far awa
the extreme north, beyond civilisation and the Mackenzie R
a timber buffalo still exists and is killed by the Indians
hunt in those remote latitudes.
The only genuine buffalo remaining.in Canada are two s
lots in captivity—the one near Winnipeg, the other, as we (
see, at Banff. Still, one must remember that cattle, horses,
sheep have taken the place of the original denizen of the pi;
who had to go, and, perhaps, the ruthless fashion in whicl
was wiped out is, after all, more dramatic than really imporl
Here, at Dunmore Junction, the southern branch of
Canadian Pacific leaves the main line and sweeps away thrc
the extreme south of Alberta into the mining district

T H E REBELLION OF ii
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fRockies to Nelson, Rossland and other growing hives of
fcstry, thence to strike north again to the main line at
plstoke.
fere, too, at intervals on. the lonely stretches, which for four
dred miles encompass the line from Moosejaw to Medicine
i and Calgary, you will see apparitions quite uncharacteristic
ifanitoba. Sometimes a solitary stockman on a broncho,
tering with collie dogs across the waste, will come for a
bent into view. Then again bunches of cattle coralled in
Ss and knots of horsemen hovering outside, give significance
pme lonely station house. The white tents of Indians, Cree
llackfoot, indicate the neighbourhood of the large reserva|s which are still assigned to them, and round about both
1 and squaws may be seen, mounted on their ponies and still
ked out in almost their pristine gaudiness.
!md, speaking of Indians, it was due north of Medicine Hat,
I on the North Saskatchewan, that the last rebellion in
lada, that of 1885, took place. The half-breeds of Saschewan, naturally inimical to settlement, broke out in revolt
I invited the notorious Louis Riel of 1870, whose life had
p been spared and who had since lived in Montana, to come
r and lead them. Worse still, they incited many of the
lians to join them, while the others were only kept quiet with
utmost difficulty. The settlers and the mounted police were
ped up and besieged at Battleford, Edmonton, Prince Albert,
I one or two other places, and several isolated groups were
ssacred. Some two thousand formidable warriors were in
\field in March, and there was no help nearer than Eastern
lada, connection with which was not yet completed, east of
It Arthur, by the Canadian Pacific Railway. With great and
Citable despatch, however, several thousand volunteers, all of
irse unused to fighting, were sent to the Saskatchewan, and
pc several engagements and the loss of about one hundred
1 fifty of the troops in killed and wounded, the rebellion was
Ished. Riel, neither deserving nor getting any further mercy,
5 this time hung with several others. It was a critical period,
soever, not merely because the two thousand or so rebels on
war path were accomplished prairie warriors and fine shots,
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while the bulk of the Canadians were from the East,
practically citizen soldiers like the Queen's Westminsters ot
Blankshire Yeomanry ; but because all the Indians of the Ij
West had been wrought up to a pitch of excitement, that i|
event of a severe check to the Canadian troops might I
resulted in a general rising, and the whole frontier had ti
patrolled. Things have moved with rapid strides since those I
Such an outbreak now would be absolutely impossible, ev<
the conditions which caused it had not long ceased to exist.
Even Pullman cars have their unavoidable drawbacks,
trained or half-trained children, who are much more frequet
Canada than in England, being perhaps the most serious. \
makes infinite allowance, of course, for the trial that a two, f
or four day journey must be to the juvenile temperament, ar!
much more for the parents of a brood in transition. Proloi
squalling of children who are old enough to walk about m
deficient elementary training, so good judges tell me. Still
mischief is done before the doting or weak-minded parents b
the train, and the public must suffer in patience for their lac
parental sagacity. But there are ways of plaguing fel
passengers which a lusty family between three and ten y
seem well to understand that are inexcusable, and conduce ii
sort of way to their healthy recreation. In all count
easily headed by the United States in this particular, there
parents who under these circumstances, and to the unsympatl
eye of the long-suffering stranger, seem to be virtually luna
and when they are at large in a Pullman car there is no es<
but the smoke room, which may not be convenient and f
lady is impossible. The Ethiopian custodian of the sleeping
is in most ways a useful and handy man, but you could ha
expect him to be a disciplinarian. I once, however, saw
turn on a woman who knitted persistently and serenely while
four prodigies ran races in the gangway, varied by steeplech
over the seats. She was travelling from Montreal to Calg
and the prospect before her travelling companions was seri
Even the coloured gentleman could not stand this, and a
several fruitless warnings the whole brood suddenly disappea
I think he must have put them out on to the prairie. At
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if there was no other " sleeper " on the train, and we none
ps ever fathomed the mystery or cared to, being so full of
titude to our preserver.
lalgary differs in most respects from all the other little
king towns to the east of it. I am not alluding, of course, to
irchitecture but its situation and environment. Lying on the
ks of a broad river that has the features and character of a
^e mountain stream, cold, clear and tumbling upon a rocky
1 girdled with swelling hills, through which other mountainI streams come breaking their way, and with the distant,
ugh lofty background of the Rocky Mountains, snow-peaked
Isavage of outline, cutting the sky, the little capital of the
^h-west ranching country is quite unique. We are now over
fe thousand feet above the sea, having risen more than twoids of that distance since leaving Winnipeg. The autumn air
risp and exhilarating; the foliage along the streams, willow,
Bar and cotton wood, is red or gold ; the rolling downs above
tawny from the first night frosts, and the waters green rather
ti amber in their transparency as becomes those that rise
id snowy mountains.
falgary contains about five thousand people and is growing
idly. It has many fine blocks built of a grey stone quarried
the neighbourhood, which is singularly soft to work and
igingly hardens with time. The shops too are good and
ir wares reasonable. The chartered banks are represented of
trse in strength. There are two or three fair hotels, though
* all prairie hotels they are too much the resort in the evenings
a roughish element, afflicted with superfluous saliva, who are
l to occupy the best seats around the stove in the public
has on the strength of an occasional trip around the corner to
f bar. Two dollars to two dollars fifty cents are the terms of
i best hotels. The disposal of these evening loafers or the
Msion of a second room for the better class of patrons and
ests is badly needed from Winnipeg (inclusive) to the foot of
I mountains. Everywhere cooking is bad, upstairs attendance
picious or nil. Hotel life is distinctly inferior to that of
.stern Canada at the same rates. There are exceptions,
t the Canadian does not somehow shine as a hotel-keeper.
C.

Y
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He is altogether behind the American of like trade in
desire to please, and in that suavity which is the secret
hotel-keeping, and miles behind the man of the southern sti
in like situation. Nor are prosperous times like the pres
improving to his manners. Perhaps the Scotch affinity coi
in again, for if competition were possible in North Britain
Scotch hotel-keeper I am told would have to reform or cl
out. The above are not the grumblings of a travelling Bril
but the pretty general opinion I think of discriminat
Canadians, nor of course do they apply to the great first-cl
houses, whose very contrasts in these particulars emphasise
failings of the others.
The residential streets of Calgary run straggling out on to
narrow plain between river and hills, bristling with those nea
painted residences, frame for the most part, that characterise
outskirts of all prairie towns. The town itself stands in
angle where the Elbow River, also a daughter of the Rocl
and of like character to the Bow, joins the greater strei
Indeed, Calgary has presumed too much on the forbearance
the latter, and has been severely punished for it in its lo^
quarters by more than one ravaging flood. Across the Bow, wh
is spanned by a fine waggon bridge, is a considerable settlem
almost wholly German and built by Germans of the labc
ing class, where the only representative of British Canada is
Bishop of Saskatchewan, who has his residence there, whence
controls a diocese as large as about three European countr
Calgary has the usual saw and flour mills, creameries, brewe
abattoir and cold storage depots to be found in all such plae
and like the rest is lighted by electricity. There is also a lai
and attractive barracks for the mounted police, this being 1
next most important station to the depot at Regina.
The first thing, however, that anyone arriving from the E
at Calgary, should proceed to do, is to climb one of the heigj
above the town, a trifling ascent of four or five hundred fe
The Rockies are visible far to the eastward of this, as v
appear obvious the moment you view them from Calgary, t
night, or weather, or a score of things, may perchance resei
the first sight of them for 3 many a traveller till he sniffs
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air, and beholds this matchless spectacle from the bluffs
the Bow. Here, at any rate, I had mine, nor shall I
forget it.
vas not I suppose a very clear morning, for though one
see for miles innumerable over the ranching country rolling
mrd in broken fashion, and the valley of the Bow with the
:uous river curving grandly through it between its woody
>, there was no very definite horizon. I had always known
fou could see the Rockies from Calgary, but somehow or
, being also aware of the distance, had pictured some faint
$t low line of heights on the horizon. To be frank, I was more
ly scanning the physical features of the foreground, and
lore immediate background of cattle ranges, and by some
arary aberration, had let the Rockies pass entirely for the
out of my thoughts—when I was startled by seeing what
ie moment suggested a patch of white cloud, not just over
orizon, but far up in the sky. But the cloud stayed there,
in a few minutes, due no doubt to some far-away atmo•ic changes, the mountains with their snow-capped peaks,
ther what is more awe-inspiring, their snow-striped, craggy
like summits, rose like a wall behind the seventy miles of
ding prairie land and changed the whole outlook. And
in normal weather, or indeed even much clearer than they
B on that day, the Rockies appear to almost every ranchof Alberta, and the populace of almost every town and
*e. A familiar story tells how a newly-arrived Englishset out to walk to them after breakfast, expecting to get
2 to dinner, but having travelled for some hours without
rently reducing the distance, he met a native who told
they were yet sixty miles off; whereat the Britisher
eed his steps in much amazement and chagrin. The folig day he was walking with a friend over a ranch in the
hbourhood, and encountering a small brook the native proed to pull his boots off and roll up his trousers for the
lose of crossing it. In the meantime, he was surprised to
ais newly-arrived English friend stripping off all his clothes
for a bath. On protesting, the other replied—continuing
tndress—that he had been fooled once with distances in
Y 2
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this country, and, judging by his experience of the day bef
he had a good long swim in prospect, and did not intend to
left again.
Calgary is the centre and distributing point of the nortf
half of southern Alberta, which last division roughly covers
drier portion of the province. Nearly parallel with the Roci
and starting from Calgary the Calgary and Edmonton, or
C. and E., Railroad, runs due north to Edmonton, at presem
northern terminus, one hundred and eighty miles. Souths
from Calgary, on the same parallel, another branch runs
Macleod (one hundred miles) on the Crow's Nest branch of
Canadian Pacific Railway. All through southern Alberta,
bunch grass, which cures itself and turns to hay on the groi
is of the finest quality, and here was the favourite wintej
region of the buffalo, shelter being plentiful among the foot 1
of the mountains, while the tempering influences of the wl
Chinook winds—though of course intermittent—still arl
welcome periods of relief to the winter cold. The dry, c]
cold, more or less resembling that of Manitoba, must be rega^
as the normal condition of winter, the Chinooks as freqi
reliefs to it. I came through the mountains down to Call
one morning late in last November just after an extraordir
cold snap for the time of year had covered the country 'i
snow, and sent the thermometer down to fifteen below z
As we reached the town a Chinook was blowing, warm ;
balmy, and with the help of the sun, licking up the snow fi
the prairies with such rapidity you could almost see it goi
I have seen a photograph in a friend's house in Calgary 4
tennis party on Christmas Day, with men and women sitt
about in flannels and light costumes. The influence of
Chinook reaches as far north as Red Deer, speaking appd
mately, a station about half way to Edmonton, and some eid
or ninety miles off, a point much patronised by Amerl
immigrants. Southward, of course, it extends to the ini
national boundary line. To the south of Calgary, howd
it has more influence than over the northern hundred m
of its zone. Calgary, speaking generally as one has so c
tinually to do in the face of these immense distances and thi
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Itered miscellaneous populations, is the centre of the smaller
bhman's country, as Macleod, about a hundred miles to the
jjth, is that of the larger ones—though there are scores of exItions, of course, to either rule. And again, when one speaks
|his country as the dry belt, the expression is to some extent
itive. I have seen very good grain growing around Calgary
t to the south of it, but it requires a wet year, and its
|ivation is only to be essayed in connection with stock raising
1 not as a mainstay.
n the Macleod neighbourhood, which is still drier, irrigation
Resorted to—the many waters which pour down from the
ckies giving ready facilities for watering the plains below.
e Government have already some thousands of acres under
gation and lands to sell at ten to fifteen dollars, but much
ter schemes to be carried out in both Western Assineboia
I Southern Alberta are regarded as only a question of time
p geography of Alberta, physical and economical, is pretty
irly defined from the point of view of the immigrant, and
re is little doubt but that this most westerly territory is at
sent his favourite stamping ground. The reason for this is
•ly obvious. The winters are in most parts milder than in
wheat provinces. It is the best region for stock farming on
irge and small scale—though perhaps it is in the district of
rthern Alberta and about Edmonton where grain growing
1 stock raising are, of all parts of the West, most happily
nbined.
from the American border and the forty-ninth parallel running
2 north to the fifty-fifth, the province is a broad strip, nearly
: length of England—starting with a width of a hundred miles
ich it gradually increases as the mountains trend to the North5st. A railway runs right up its centre, from Macleod to
Igary, there cutting, as we have shown, the transcontinental
nadian Pacific Railway, and travelling northwards to EdmonL. The stations which freely punctuate this two hundred and
ty miles of road, tap respectively every kind of country that
J settler is looking for. South of Calgary, and more particuly as you approach Macleod, the prairie is wide sweeping,
eless and downlike, and the herds of horses, cattle or sheep.
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that range them are in great bands, and belong usually to la
owners or companies. Here, too, the real foot hills of the Rocl
press closer, and in their hollows the ranchmen are thic
squatted. Going north of Calgary we find signs of mixed fai
ing and smaller occupation, till at Red Deer (seventy miles) 3
pass out of the furthest influence of the Chinook, the rainfall at
same time increasing, and run up into the Edmonton counl
where the climate all round becomes virtually Manitoban,
soil as productive of grain, but the grass, water and park-1
nature of the country more suitable than that of Manite
for stock farming. Edmonton, beyond a doubt is the m
popular centre just now in the whole Canadian North-West to 1
average immigrant, whether from Europe or the United Sta
—and at all the stations on the way up settlement is increasii
railway land is rising, and homestead lands are being press
further and further back. Still the area of a country like tl
which is virtually all fertile, will swallow up thousands, and 1
leave room for hundreds of thousands more. Get off at a w
station on the Edmonton line—Olds, Innisfail, or Red Deer
and drive round, and what will you see ? The Rockies will
there still, though a hundred miles away, sharp and rugged
the tooth of a mower, dominant, high in the sky even at tl
tremendous distance, and patched with snow. The prairie, ho
ever, is no longer smooth and down like, but mottled wi
varying growths and diverse hues. Acres of short willow, w«
willow mixed with rose briars, and other growths which t
settler, at any rate, has not yet found time to classify, share t
landscape with the prairie grasses and bunchy thickets of woo
lands. There is nothing, however, to interfere with the fr
spacious outlook which is the charm of this whole North-We
Shadow and sunshine chase one another over a surface mo
mottled and more broken, but just as boundless, unless inde<
those grim sentinels of snow and rock shining so far away rm
be called bounds. Hundreds of haystacks are sprinkled over tl
plain, looking like black pimples on the still, green meadows the
have been cut from—for cattle here need some feeding in white
Here and there, a homestead more often of the elementary kin
erected by the first settler, gives out its homely whitewash to
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;s of the sunlight, or sometimes a good farmhouse and barn,
•rthy of Manitoba or Ontario, stand by the black, powdery,
fenced road. I have one in my mind just now, the owner
ing one of the many hundred Americans who have shown a
Election for this part of the country. We drove one day to
; house, round which a herd of sixty or seventy shorthorns,
*ee-year-old steers worth forty dollars, and some very fine
ves worth nearly half that, were brushing through the low
okets of willows, and pulling at the patches of timothy which
d been sown for mowing in the home lot. The old gentleman
who, my host told me, had been three years in the country, was
»m Nebraska, and was reputed to be worth at least forty
Dusand dollars—in a big straw hat and flannel shirt looked
s very type of a hard-bitten New England or Ontario farmer.
2 was driving a waggon on one of those secondary jobs,
connected with hay or harvest, with which a farming life is
Dlete. Neither his dollars nor his ripe measure of years, hower, seemed to entitle him to abate the stern energy with which
had won success, for he was sending his team along the rutty
•m track and sitting the hard, jolting waggon seat with the
itter-of-fact indifference of a backwoods Ontario farmer. I
uld see, moreover, though he was on friendly terms with my
»st, that he greatly grudged the three minutes of conversation
i exchanged. He gave it as his opinion that this particular
ction of Alberta was | God's Country"—an ancient and
yourite catchword with our American cousins—and then went
f at a hand canter for his next load of rails, to try and overke the time he had lost in chaffering with us. Yet, this
rightly old gentleman had no posterity to work for, and was
nply a creature of habit—the sort of habit, however, which
LS subdued a continent, and a useful one for the aspiring prairie
ttler, who may have posterity, to cultivate.
The object of the settler in Alberta is to get a free range for
s stock, and for this reason a quarter-section, whether purLased or homesteaded, is much more often all sufficient than
a grain country, where it defines the limit of his operations.
ar on a quarter-section he can erect his house and buildings,
id can venture such grain as he wants, or cut his prairie or
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artificially sown hay. It is the outside range that ma:
matters to him—and though the man of large capital will hv
section or more, as the price is a flea-bite to what he is invesl
in stock, the small man is not cramped by the smaller free!
as he might be in a grain country.1
Light brush, two, three or four feet high, grows in gi
patches on the prairie in these latitudes. Indeed, whate
springs from this deep black vegetable mould seems to riol
its fertility. Much of this willow scrub is so short and sof
to require no clearing, but can be whirled under with a break
plough, as you would turn under a green crop for fertilizer,
cattle running on the ranges here, too, as everywhere else,
of the finest breeds. Shorthorns, Herefords and Aberde
have been the varieties which have competed with each ot
for first place in the eyes of the stockmen. There is not
slightest doubt, however, but that in this long and thoroi
trial shorthorns have come out on top. You will, I think,
ten at least big-framed, loose-coated, thrifty Durhams, i
coloured roans and reds, but with the wide latitudes of marki
which shorthorn orthodoxy allows, for one Hereford with
loud, unmistakable, stereotyped pattern, or for one Aberd<
or Galloway. The Hereford, hardy rustler that he is for
his meek expression and stocky frame, is I believe regain
the favour that he had in some sort lost. But the shorth
has been proven to give more weight as well as more m
with no offset to this glaring advantage that I ever heard
particularly now that cattle are better taken care of than tl
used to be, and it is no longer, as in the early days of Nor
Western ranching, a mere question of the survival of the fittes
a competition in which the Hereford would certainly come <
first. But hay is put up everywhere now, the ranchman havi
ample leisure to save i t ; whether in Northern Alberta, wh
it is more or less necessary, or in the southern sections, where

1
The open ranges belong to the Dominion Government. Twenty acres 1
beast is the general estimate of capacity, though the old Government leases -w
based on ten. The business of ranching on the open ranges, however, will in ti
be destroyed by the inflow of small settlers who fence in the watering-places, J
in many other ways are detrimental to an industry only compatible with a sc
population*
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ily a wise precaution in case of special circumstances or
atic emergencies. The shorthorn, too, though not such a
I dairy cow as the Ayrshire or the Holstein, both of which
a good deal used in the dairy farms that are already
^ numerous throughout Alberta, is the best milker of the
r breeds,1 and justifies the world's opinion of him as the
all-round animal of the bovine race. The practice of deLing is very often followed in the North-Wefst, though it is
from which humanity somewhat recoils,
peaking of hardiness, it is not, I think, generally realised in
land, where the ordinary well-bred horse represents an
lal who on the whole does a minimum of work for a
imum of food and attention, and suffers deplorably from
irregularity in board, lodging and attendance—that the
a horse, naturally reared, will live and even come fat
of conditions of storm, tempest and pasture that would
roy the hardiest cattle. Still, with motor traffic likely to
tfop beyond present recognition, the horse breeder may
J enemies to face in the not remote future, the possibility
mich no sane man could brush away from his mind. In
srta horses are frequently raised with cattle. So far as the
>ortions of the two throughout the province are concerned,
e are just four times as many registered brands for cattle
here are for horses, which may be some sort of guide.
:ourse Alberta, with its high dry climate, its pure streams
its cured bunch grass pasture, is an ideal horse country,
every kind of animal finds its fancier among the breeders,
ies and shire horses have many votaries, and fetch as
e-year-olds from seventy-five to a hundred dollars. Lighter
>es of all kinds fetch at the same age from forty to fifty
ars. But horse raising is a big question, with many sides
various markets which are constantly shifting in demand,
reover, we do not eat horses, though there is in the southtern states a district where they are actually raised for
;her's meat and shipped to Belgium or France. It would be
to waste space on the different views one hears from
What effect the recent tests of milk in England, which, in the matter of tubersis, have been so much against the shorthorn, will have remains to be seen.
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different men engaged in the business out. West. A:
about to engage in it would be foolish indeed not to sp
year at least in previous investigation.
I do think horse breeding, too, requires some little natura
and that men are rather born than trained to success in il
as they are to success in poultry or dogs, though there
trade in which amateurs so overrate themselves. Young En
men about to emigrate are apt to express a predilectio
horse ranching, imbued doubtless by visions of one long
tinuous gallop across country. There are a few young En
" men, and far more Irishmen, eminently cut out to be happ
successful as horse breeders. This is not because they are
of riding, which amounts to nothing, but because they ha
inherited gift for horseflesh which is a wholly different matt
eye to see, and the passion for dealing in it, which, when ren
from the artificialities of English horse life, the stud-groom
dealers, the vet.'s warranties, and all the rest of it, and br<
into first-hand and self-reliant action, often develops ii
genius that commands success. But for the average man,!
or sheep are the safest outlook, for they are more attuned t
average man's genius, and, moreover, they are necessai
human food and will not be affected by caprice or sci
Young Englishmen, the younger-son sort, are as a rule a gi
success as stock raisers than as mixed farmers. The percei
of failure has been less in Alberta with this class ths
Manitoba, always putting aside the mere idle and dissipated
would fail anywhere, though even in Alberta the record i
from satisfactory. Calgary at one time had a name for
room roystering, which resounded across the Atlantic and \
byword to anyone at all in touch with Canada. Young En|
men with a few hundred pounds invested in small ran
unhinged by their first serious ownership of horseflesh and
short-lived banking account, spent half their days in t
masquerading in exaggerated cowboy dress, playing bill
and acquiring a liking for whiskey, or playing cricket and j
admirable pastimes the latter, but unprofitable to a strugj
person who has to live upon the interest of a thousand po
and make that interest by attention and assiduity.

gg?** ngrsju*;^
BRANDING A STEER.
[To face p. 331.
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l elsewhere in the North-West, time, the dispeller of all
liies, has long separated the sheep from the goats. The
er, a sad minority I fear, remain, but all the fitter and the
ir, and a more glowing example to the youth of their kind
are going out now than were the old gangs. As a matter of
jthe young Englishman element is no longer very noticeable
e ordinary sojourner in Calgary. The ranchman's club seems
|y the haunt of bank clerks and the young townsmen of the
:r class, and perhaps this is just as well. Clubs and polo
ill very well for an Australian squatter with fifty thousand
ids in his business, which would not be worth following if it
1 not afford him such luxuries. For the English ranchmen
yoming in former days, who had their thousands at stake,
lb in town was reasonable. There are English ranchmen
ered about Alberta, more, perhaps, in the neighbourhood of
ieod, who might fairly indulge so far and more if they cared
But for young fellows whose all is represented by a hundred
of cattle and a shack on a quarter-section, the less they see
wns and clubs for five or six years the better j and by that
the charms of playing bad pool on a worse table, or standing
is to strangers, or painting the town red, will have vanished,
lis hope the present influx of emigrants will not resuscitate
kind of thing. Many really industrious stockmen, howwith good capital, who came to Alberta in former years
iot succeed. There was much to be learnt in climate and
igement, just as the very best new-comers to Manitoba had
ly experience, of which others as well as themselves afterI reaped the benefit. Railway facilities, too, were bad, and
ss low. Cattle ranching has now been reduced to a fairly
ly, as well as a profitable business. There are no hurris, no pestilences, no insect enemies of stock in Alberta,
wolves are killed down, the wily coyote, whom you might
for a lost sheep dog, wandering betimes across the prairie, is
mger worth counting in the matter of calves or lambs. Nor
my disease ever appeared to threaten the stock owner with
rus apprehension. It is certainly the most attractive business
he settler, and upon the whole I should say the most profitIt requires, it is true, rather more money than starting
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wheat growing on the lowest rung of the ladder with a
grant, or on railway land paid by instalments. For a bree
herd of cattle, if only fifty head, would cost some fifteen hur
dollars, while the quarter-section and necessary impedin
and other inevitable expenses would consume half that mu<
But for stock farming, of course the more capital within 1
the better. The same attention will watch three hundred
as will watch one ; and though prices must fluctuate, it
not seem, in the present condition of the world, as if the i
slumps that used to paralyse the American west could well r
Railway facilities, cold storage, well-bred stock and the inc
of the meat-eating population of the world, seems to pre
against anything worse than a normal fluctuation, and this the i
farmer, supported by his good years, should readily withstan
Calgary is not only the most picturesquely situated tov
the North-West, but affords the most picturesque spectacle
streets. From any of its windows the stranger would see at
that he was in a ranching country. An interest in horses, v
in the grain countries or old Canada is of a conventional
subdued kind, shows in a score of ways here, and the influ
of European individuality in the matter is more asse
Traps of all sorts come in from the country; gigs, doge
sulkies, pony phaetons, driven often by ladies from neighboi
or distant ranches, besides, of course, the ordinary buggies
Jersey waggons of everyday Canadian life. Horsemen
numerous and of all varieties. The exaggerated cow
whether genuine or a poseur from across the Atlantic, is n
seen nowadays, but the English hunting seat has been
behind with the lawyers and bankers of Toronto. Here
have the Texan saddle, the toe-cap stirrup, and the long, strc
seat. A soft brown felt hat with a wide, stiff brim, flannel
and red silk handkerchief knotted on the neck, and breech<
trousers tucked into boots, represents the most extreme for:
desperado to be now seen in Calgary. But then there is nc
in being a desperado in Alberta, for it is against the law eve
carry a six-shooter, and if you used it effectually with malice
would be hung to a certainty. No friendly judge and jury w
intervene, nor would the assassin's " friends " rally round
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|ioney, influence, sympathy and intimidation, as in Montana
2xas. He would have no more show in Alberta than in
;x, and that he did not escape, the Mounted Police would
care, if they had to follow him to Mexico.
£se useful troopers, in their felt hats and red tunics and
iv-striped dragoon trousers, are constantly careering through
treets of Calgary, having, as already noted, large barracks
* town. Indians are plentiful, for there are reserves both of
Moneys and the Blackfeet tribe in the neighbourhood, and
are frequently in town on pleasure or business bent, riding
I cayuses," those tough Indian ponies, diabolic sometimes
e acrobatic feats they will perform when they want to get
•f a man and a saddle, but wondrous tough and useful.
men will wear their fringed leather gaiters and mocassins,
the squaws, riding crossways also, will be tricked out in
e garments of rainbow hues and incongruous blends.
averting again to the Mounted Police, they are an institution
ist which no single element in the Dominion ever breathes
rd. The country is proud, and justly proud of them ; the
ed States envies, or most certainly should envy, them when
reflect upon the state of law and order and security of life
ieir side of the border and on ours. And as they have the
lege of following a criminal across the border, the Dakota
lontana bully holds them in pious dread. Horse thieves
obstreperous Indians are their main care, for the terror ot
' name has put murder or violence virtually out of the
lory of offences even in this huge country, as big as England,
ice, and Spain, and policed by nine hundred men. On the
mean side there are no custodians of the law save cavalry
ons at long intervals, clumsy and inefficient avengers of the
Is of blood that are so common and so tolerated. A typical
y is told of how the United States cavalry, having, with
e unusual display of energy, captured a refugee from
adian justice, sent word to the Government to forward an
»rt for him. So a sergeant and a trooper set out to ride the
miles of Montana prairie to the point where the prisoner
to be delivered. Here they found a whole troop of cavalry
ivn up in line, with the prisoner in charge, whose officers
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demanded impatiently of the two policemen where their el
was. The sergeant replied laconically that two men were j
sidered sufficient for a job like this, and having received t
prisoner, the couple rode off, one on either side of him, oil
long journey home, to the surprise and enlightenment off
military. The life of these hardy troopers is very often a soil
one. In singles and couples they are scattered about the f|
tories, a beat being assigned to each man. To show I
assiduity, they have to make a tour of the ranchmen in!
district and go through the formula of asking each whether \
have " any complaints." The latter then signs the paper aj
evidence of having been duly visited.
Quite a large portion of the corps are the sons of gentlen
both English and Canadian, particularly the former,
trooper is enlisted for seven years, and the pay is fifty ceni
day, slightly increasing, and his keep. The barracks at Reg
Calgary, and Macleod have large, airy dormitories, comfort*
libraries, sitting rooms, billiard rooms, etc., with athletic grou
attached. There is small chance, however, of a young r
arriving at a commission in the force by merit, as these are gi
direct, and are not inseparable from political interest. I
sometimes said that what is often called the most efficient ;
most useful body of mounted men in the world is not office
nowadays upon the same high level.
Stock and grain are not the sole production of this great fe
hill territory. Dairying is already keeping abreast of the limi
demand of the small towns, and butter is being shipped throi
the Rockies to the pleasure resorts and mining camps of Bril
Columbia. All vegetables grow profusely. Flax, as in Manitc
is cultivated with success. Nearly the whole country is underl
with coal, which is worked at some points and delivered ch<
along the lines of railroad, and cheaper still at the pit's mot
Many settlers, indeed, dig their own coal. American immigrat
is setting heavily into this belt, more particularly along the 1
between Calgary and Edmonton, though considerable activit)
being shown towards Macleod and to the south of it. I n
numbers of hard-headed ranchmen and farmers from Monta
and Dakota. Some had bought several townships for themseh
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aids, or on speculation. Others had already settled on
or ranches of their own. I met one man near Macleod
ad bought a half-section there for five dollars an acre and
Dmesteaded with his son the other two quarters. He had
here two years, and was in good spirits. He had originally
from Kansas, on the fringe of the Oklohama country, and
)ld his farm there for forty dollars an acre. He witnessed
eat rush into Oklohama on that memorable day a dozen
ago, when a gun was fired at noon and thirty thousand
:, who had been drawn up in a line in camp for a greater
; number of days, raced into the open territory in a mob
legged out their locations. He was debarred himself,
j taken up land outside previously, but he told me he went
imped on a bluff for three or four days in full view of the
of action on purpose to see the fun. It may be rememthat Oklohama was Indian territory, whose rights were corned for by the United States Government, and this strange
d taken of throwing it open to settlement at a certain
af a certain day. The breakaway of this vast mass he
ed he will never forget, as at the appointed signal they
I helter-skelter across the plain, some mounted, some in
is, others on foot. There was trouble of course, the weak
)ften thrust off the quarter-sections they had chosen by the
; who took a fancy to them, and five or six men were shot
e'es. A few had crept in the night before against the rules,
re-empted good locations, hoping to escape notice in the
. Three of these were caught and hung to cotton wood trees,
a their breasts was pinned the notice, " A little too soon."
one should miss going to Macleod. It is a striking trip of
six hours, and the slow pace at which these cross-lines
over the prairie is no drawback to the visitor, for there is
to look at. Prosperous little villages surround most of
Nations, and ranch houses stand perched here and there
the high ridges. You will see lakes swarming with wildclear streams, where trout abound, flowing over pebbly
ns and fringed with willows and alders, sweeps of broken
ry patched with scrub and bits of tillage, and covered to
emote horizon with haystacks. Then come the great,
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smooth, rolling downs, where in the autumn you will pro!
see more than one " round-up " in full swing ; hundreds of el
shorthorns mainly, but sprinkled with Aberdeens and Heref
dimpling the plain in thick clusters of moving bands, I
horsemen will be careering about or standing on bluffs ag
the skyline like equestrian statues, ready to head off stragi
The ranges for cattle in South Alberta are immense. Si
sometimes wander away over the American border down
Montana. The honour of stockmen in these matters is j
tilious, and in rules concerning the protection of their bus]
there are no Americans and no Canadians. The brands i
both sides are registered and known. The officers or men
of the association take charge of all strays found at the " rq
ups," verify their brands by the register, and notify the ov
wherever they may be, who, on payment of a small fee,
them back again.
Though nearer the Rockies as you approach Macleod
mountains themselves are not visible, for the lofty foot-hills
shut them out. Numerous streams cross the line or mea
alongside of it. Sheeps' Creek, High River, the Little '.
clear, rippling waters, by whose banks willow and ash, birch
poplar, find ample nourishment and form charming sj
scenes amid the wide waste of prairie. Trout are indigeno
all of them and rise freely to the fly, though the nearei
mountains the angler follows them the better the sport,
brook trout of the eastern slopes of the Rockies, though
differing greatly in appearance from the fontinalis of Eai
Canada and rising as freely to the fly, is a far inferior fis
the table. While the former, as we noticed in an earlier cha
cuts redder in flesh than the pinkest of our British trout ai
beautifully sweet and firm, the other is almost colourless, w
flavour to correspond. There is a sad-looking lake near Ca
about half-way between Calgary and Macleod, a long, na
sheet of water, unfringed by reeds or scrub and lapping
foot of smooth, swelling hills that form part of a vast
famous stock range. The railroad skirts it for its whole lei
perhaps two miles, and the stranger will there see in Oc1
ducks floating and upon the wing in numbers that, I will ver
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ty, unless his experiences have been exceptional, he would
\ deemed impossible—above all, at the edge of a railroad
ft and amid pastures whence cattle are shipped direct to
>pe. To speak of them as in their thousands seems hopev inadequate, while to venture further is vague. On one
bion I skirted the shores of this lake at the twelve or fifteen
s an hour rate, which is quite common on the newer laid
ie roads about nightfall, just at the moment that a brilliant
moon was rising over the high ridges that looked down
1 it. The effect was beautiful to a degree—the background
olitary uplands, dim and shadowy, the broad band of
ering moonlight parting across the middle of the dark
HI of this lonely lake. But added to the impressive nature
ie scene was the extraordinary spectacle of these countless
-fowl, stirred into movement by the noise of the train,
ing and repassing the narrow belt of moonlight just as
:ts, invisible elsewhere, seem to fill with winged life some
ting sunbeam.
Macleod itself stands bare, naked and unadorned, on a plain
w the foothills, while the Old Man River runs swiftly past
Dwing to some former misunderstandings with the railroad it
mile and a half from the station. This, at least, is the reputed
mce. Since I had to run the whole of it the last time I was
e, as one only could run to catch a tri-weekly train, it seemed
ie a great deal more. But this is irrelevant. Macleod, as a
2 town of two or three thousand people, has nothing to boast
r
hatever in the way of style. Neither handsome residences
business blocks adorn it, unless the police barracks may be
Ltioned, which are on a par with those of Calgary. There
one or two wide streets, lined with unobtrusive frame houses,
nly inhabited, I should imagine, for business reasons ; ample
ithing space and the whole prairie to expand over should a
m ever strike it, and no more stir than in a little Welsh
ket town on any off-day. But, like the latter, Macleod is
so unimportant as it looks, though it has but one or two
d-class hotels, where for fifty cents you may dine off soleher steak, pork and beans, flat apple pie, and various scraps
egetable, congealing on the usual abominable little dishes.
z
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A vast amount of money has changed hands, and does still cha
hands in this sleepy-looking, unpretentious little place, bein
it is the main gathering spot of the larger ranchmen in Alb<
and their banking centre, to say nothing of the smaller i
who, of later years, have come in, to the former's great dis£
Indeed, according to these, the days of big ranches are c
and the homesteader or buyer of railway land, with his bi
ing and fencing and his small bunch of stock, though be
in the end for the country, is distinctly a nuisance to the g
stock owners. A good deal of money has been made 1
in former years, and a good deal lost. The "younger s
who used to come to districts like this, as to Wyoming
Texas, and in earlier days to Australia, with five or ten thous
pounds, and boldly throw himself into a really wild life 1
the hope, and the reasonable hope, of making enough mc
in a few years to enable him to return to the old coun
seems scarcely nowadays to exist. There are a few shr
young men of this class scattered among the foot-hills, 1
began with good capital and have reached, or are approach
this goal. But, so far as I know and from what I can 1
on all sides in Canada, the young fellows who now go out
only too often short of the modest capital needed to get or
a small way. There is a dim memory among their parent
contemporaries who went to the colonies and made fortunes,
often on a capital of ten thousand pounds, and they expect |
sons with five hundred to do the same. The small man I
emigrates without future prospects at home must, in comr
sense, look forward to spending his life in the colony. Proba
he would in any case want to remain there, which is just as 1
Many, however, of the well-to-do younger sons of old days
their money, being sometimes unfortunate, but more often r.
bably unfit for the business from temperament or unsteadin
Ranching countries, too, have always been a favourite field
joint stock companies. Those operating now in the Canad
West are, I fancy, doing well. They are Canadian concei
probably run on business principles, and we may be qi
certain that their managers are not selected because they
relatives of stockholders, nor yet, as they say in the West, I
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Igood of their health." In the British ranching companies
brmer days, and even still in other industries started by
ish capital in Canada, the manager is apt to be selected,
[for his experience, but on the strength of some connection.
|ish companies of all kinds, and many private ventures
bsentees, have failed, or at least got into needless difficulfrom such misguided and mistaken action. Infinite pains
H be taken to form a company, admirable land or plant
procured, everything that can conduce towards success is
iared, and then the whole delicate machinery is put in the
•ge of a manager because he is a relative or friend : an
r stranger, very likely, to the country, a greenhorn to the
I an amateur and full of the confidence of ignorance in
ything but his own incapacity. On this unfortunate tenI hangs the tale of woe belonging to scores of collective
irprises both in Canada and the States. I have been often
id in Canada whether English companies operating there
i promoted for the purpose of providing berths for incompepersons in England—the incompetency, of course, in some
I being merely lack of experience, which, however, is just
>ad for owners and shareholders. If any reader thinks I
t exaggerated the frequency of these self-courted disasters,
lim ask the opinion of the first Canadian business man of
sral experience, or the first Englishman of long residence in
ada who has been reasonably in touch with the affairs of the
itry, that he meets,
do not think the future of this great North-West can very
be exaggerated. For it is the home of the necessities,
the luxuries, of man, where beef, mutton, and pork, wheat,
I and the main vegetables can all be produced of the highest
lity and in the greatest abundance; where the northern
H nay, even Italians and Galicians for that matter, can
ve and flourish in an atmosphere conducive to their native
>ur and even stimulating to it. In the tentative period of
th-Western development much used to be made of the
I; but here we have lusty youths, already arrived at man's
te, born in the country ; a second generation, giving evice in their persons and their energy that it is the fitting
z2
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nursery of a strenuous race. As to the summers, they j
for obvious reasons about the best in the whole of Njj
America. Lord Selkirk, when he brought his small buncl
emigrants to the Red River in 1811, said that some day tt
would be thirty millions of people between there and
Rockies. He was a prophet crying in the wilderness then, s
who now would venture to say why there should not be fift]
a hundred millions ? There are very few sections of the Uni
States that ever had such a prospect as the Canadian No:
West. Most of the southern States have immense areas of p
or rugged land. They produce their single semi-tropical j
duct, tobacco, cotton, rice, or sugar, in quantities that enable c
one farmer in twenty to make more than a bare living ; tl
cereals, their stock, would seem absolutely pitiful in^yield ;
quality compared to the grain and the cattle of the Canac1
North-West. Their people are nothing like so lusty nor net
so energetic. Their climate is hot, often enervating and soi
times positively unhealthy; their means of communication
road, as a whole, far inferior. On the other hand, the n
prosperous of the western and mid-western States, Iowa, O
the Dakotas and Nebraska, have strong affinities to the Canad
North-West. They do not pretend to grow such wheat or c
Maize, speaking broadly, is their standing crop, and may be
against the former. In no single vital point had these splen
States in their beginnings an advantage over their British nei
bours. The winters stop work for quite as long, whate
disadvantage that may be. The summers are much hotter ;
climate gives a slightly lower average of health. In the facili
for building railroads and getting about by sleigh and wagi
there is nothing to choose, all being prairie countries. But tt
States are already running into their millions, and furnish
best of arguments for the future of the yet more fertile provin
to the north of them.
Huge areas in Assiniboia, Alberta, and the foot-hills of :
Rockies are underlaid with coal and minerals of all kii
awaiting the day when they are needed. Above all,
northern limit of the farming belt and of comfortable hun
settlement has been infinitely extended by a better knowledg

•
PROSPECTS OF T H E

NORTH-WEST.

341

country. Edmonton, hitherto a sort of northern Ultima Thule,
become a distributing point for vast regions far to the North
North-West, even to the fertile levels of the Peace River,
;re wheat is now known to grow as surely and as strongly as in
aitoba itself. Abundant water power, ample timber, an almost
versally fat, fertile and extremely smooth-lying soil over a
bn half as big as Europe confronts us here. People somees have a notion that these sort of physical conditions are
mion to all virgin countries, but where else in such an area do
get this?—Australia? South Africa? Certainly not. Very
e of the United States could have been so highly classified,
i bogey of a low thermometer still occupies the croaker, but as
see, a generation has now grown up under these desperate v
ditions which thrives under them quite as much as the people
) get mud or sleet, mist or rain, instead. There will always
those who constitutionally dislike cold weather and they will
be found in the North-West, but this will make no difference
itever to its development.
5ad seasons must be looked for among the good. Disappointits in a land to which thousands of inexperienced people are
)rting for a livelihood will be numerous, but " overdone " is a
•d that can never be applied to a country that grows grain
. stock and possesses water power, coal, timber and minerals,
iches, oranges, and grapes might be overdone ; this situation
onceivable in tobacco or cotton or sugar ; but a country that
plies all the prime necessities cannot possibly have too many
pie. But when thousands are going into a farming life
hout knowledge or experience of what it means, it is quite
tain that for the next few years, the emigrant with a
\e money will be always able to pick up partly improved
ns from the incapable, the impatient, the disenchanted,
those who have started with too little money, at a much
r
er price relatively than he could buy land, build on it, and
ak it himself. For those who have the very moderate means
uired and the capacities to use such properly, there will be great
Dortunities of this kind in the near future, though that is, of
irse, a very old story and a very old axiom all over the North
lerican West, Still I cannot recall any great tide of emigra-
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tion in the past containing of necessity such a large elen
who will probably discover that prairie farming is not su
to their genius, their taste, their stock of energy, or their poc
and particularly after a lean year, though I do not believe e
this trial will be necessary to shift a great many South Bri
to more congenial spheres of industry or otherwise. And t
as I have said, there will be innumerable opportunities for
wise man on the spot to buy a going concern at a great sa^
to himself. And in regard to those developments of the g
country to the northward, whether the Grand Trunk or
Canadian Northern, or both, eventually traverse it and pas
through or near Edmonton pierce the mountains to the Pae
we may fairly look, nay, even some of the middle-aged am
us will surely see, enormous changes.
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CHAPTER XIV,
FROM Calgary to the lofty gap by which the Canadian
cific Railroad actually enters the Rockies at an altitude of
oo feet is about sixty miles. The way thither lies over the
ling and gradually ascending foot-hills occupied mainly by
ichmen of moderate substance who own the section or part of
section which carries their house buildings and fenced-in
ddocks or tillage, and run from one to four or five hundred
id of cattle or horses on the open ranges. It is a strange
msition this for anyone who has been wandering for
eks or months upon the level and sunlit prairies to be
:ed up in two or three hours and placed in the very shadow
these grim and awful heights. Perhaps it is even more imprese should you leave Calgary in the dark, hear the rivers of
t foot-hills, the Kananaskis and the Bow, roaring far beneath,
d rise as daylight dawns through mysterious masses of brown
•lands, to find yourself at break of day in the very company of
e mountains, and beyond the furthest haunt of the dwellers on
e slopes below, or the very range of their beasts. It would
most seem in the dim light as if the prairie after its calm and
llowy sleep had been lashed up into hugh brown waves
gainst the snowy steeps which shut it off from the Pacific. In
ir ascent we have passed Cochrane, a well-known ranching
mtre, and Morley, where is the reserve of the Stoney Indians,
ice the bravest of their kind and now the most industrious,
recipitous masses of pale grey limestone rise on all sides of us
• the height of eight or nine thousand feet, their summits
ern, hard, and bare, taking on every form of rugged and fanistic grandeur; while isolated peaks and serrated ridges follow
ie another in rapid succession and cut the skyline far above
ar heads. It is late October, and early snows have placed a
ap of virgin white" upon the crests and shoulders of the higher
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peaks, and settled in long powdery strips upon the transvj
ledges which break the awful steepness of the mountain si
Filling the narrow valley is a dense sea of spruce and pine wo
which struggle painfully up the lower slopes of the moun^
dwindling and scattering as they find the rigours of the asc
too great for them. Beside the railroad, and between wall]
tall, spindling spruce firs, the Bow River, blue-green from
glacial origin, splashes upon rocks or swirls in broad po
upon which the long pines throw still longer shadows, and
fiery leaves of stray poplars or maples shiver and gleam ag
in the moving amethyst mirror. In October in the Rockies, <
day, nay, any hour may bring fresh surprises—a blue sky g
way to whirling mists, a cold grey day to the balm and blue
Indian summer. One may well understand, too, in the v
presence of these ferocious crags why the distant views of th
from the plains below, eighty or a hundred miles away, pres<
those uncanny outlines which surprise people used to i
decorous, symmetrical peaks of Eastern America or even
Switzerland.
We pass Canmore and Anthracite, two small settlements
the waste, devoted wholly to the mining of excellent h<
coal; of some importance now, and doubtless in the future to
much more so, but scarcely noticeable to the passing Strang
in this alpine solitude. At Canmore the famous peaks of t
Three Sisters tower some nine thousand feet upon our left, a
as we run on towards Banff the many-crested ridge of eqi
altitude, known as Rundle Mountain, overlooks us for seve:
miles, till before the mighty bulk of the Cascade Mountain t
railway swings sharply to the west and enters the comparative
spacious opening in which lies the chief resort and abiding pla
of visitors to the Rockies.
Banff, as will be gathered, though in the very heart of i
mountains, is in fact at the very eastern edge of that continuo
alpine desolation which, distinguished as the Rockies and tl
Selkirks, is more than two hundred miles in breadth, and eve
then merges into other chains that are only less rugged ar
majestic. Banff is likely to remain the favourite resort in a
this tremendous wilderness, not merely because it is the mo,
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jssible from the East, but because there is plenty of space
md it in which to move without actually climbing mountains,
at the same time without sacrificing a particle of the grandeur
; close intimacy with them gives. On the contrary, the mouns which surround the basin in which Banff lies, though not
e so high as some in the Selkirks, display themselves to
ular advantage and afford a greater variety of scene than is
>ible where you are sunk in a single deep and narrow valley,
ever awesome may be the uplook from it. And this of course
us that at Banff there is ample room for accommodating
:ors, though building is kept strictly within bounds, the
adian Pacific having absolute control of what is in reality a
11 spot in the middle of the National Park, a region some
dred miles square which can never be desecrated or in any way
Ded of its pristine glories. This punch-bowl or amphitheatre,
re lie the scattered houses of what is purely a pleasure and
th resort, gives three or four miles each way of comparatively
1 country without ascending the valleys which run into it, and
•ugh this the clear green waters of the Bow leap, flash, or
aber with infinite variety of mood. Here well-made roads
d for many miles through pine woods or open pastures, over
ch the less vigorous or less enterprising can drive or even
e in the perpetual presence of these eternal steeps. And there
endless paths, of course, where the pedestrian may wander by
banks of flashing waters or in the gloom of sombre woods,
'here are two hotels, the larger one belonging to the Canadian
ific Railway, beautifully perched above the junction of the
7 and Spray rivers, a mile beyond the village, and the
atarium, which caters more especially for those who come to
the sulphur waters, of which more anon; but like its greater
more aristocratic neighbour of the Canadian Pacific Company,
3 full all the summer season with visitors bent mainly on
isure. The latter had unfortunately closed for the winter
Ing the few days we spent at Banff in the autumn of last
r, and a great silence reigned in its spacious halls and corri3, broken only by the thunderous roar of the Bow, which
ns a mighty cataract down below in the valley. A large new
g was being added to raise the accommodation of this famous

346

CANADA IN T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURY.

house to over two hundred guests. For the wealthy there
suites of rooms at various prices; for the ordinary, but perh
equally happy, tourist a sufficient bedroom nearer the sk
with all the culinary and other advantages of a first-class he
can be had for three dollars a day. Hitherto the hotel
closed about October 1st. Casual travellers who elect to t
the meteorological chances of the Rockies after that date, wli
may as often as not be favourable, will find reasonably comfi
able quarters and living at about two dollars a day at the Sa
tarium hotel. The village consists of a few neat and sometii
quite tasteful frame houses, scattered along either side of
road to the station among the thinned-out fir woods, an excell
museum with a really fine collection of the ornithology i
fauna of the Rockies, and a couple of churches. The views
the surrounding mountains are everywhere most beautiful,
the outlook from the roomy platform verandah of the Canad
Pacific hotel is peculiarly striking. For three hundred :
beneath the Bow and the Spray rivers unite their blue-gr
waters, the former at the foot of the great cataract alludec
above, the latter after miles of ceaseless rapids, in one h
pool, Thence travelling eastwards they display a broad sh
mering band of silver amid dense bordering woodlands, overhi
on one side by the pale grey and pink precipices of Rur
Mountain, nearly five thousand feet above, and on the other
the more modest but bold pine-clad bluffs of Tunnel Mount
which spring nearly a thousand feet from the valley level. Tl
is fly-fishing here in plenty for the followers of what is mistake
called the gentle art by those who have never faced rapid wa'
and slippery rocks all day in waders and brogues, or navigate
boat along the windward shore of a rough lake; and theri
spinning for big trout from boats in neighbouring lakes
anglers who care for this inferior form of trouting. Ther
riding on ponies along mountain trails, driving and cycling ov^
tolerable radius, and even tennis and croquet. As you stroll
the wood the tree grouse flutters across your path with
conscious security of being in Canada's National Park, of sc
ten thousand miles square, where casual shooting is not allov
and the squirrel regards you with like confidence as he U
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p bough to bough. The Bow River, for the most part so
liultuous, pauses here, before rushing downward to the cataract,
some half-mile of broad still water, where the shadows of
liars and willows in the remnants of their autumnal glory,
I side by side on the glassy surface with those of the tall,
ering spruce pines, and are stirred betimes into all colours
the kaleidoscope by the paddle of some lingering summer
tor.
fhere is nothing in the appearance or environment of Banff
far with the splendour of the mountain scene in whose lap it
| There are neither coal mines, nor saw-mills, nor rude
Irings, nor any sign of industrial life to strike a harsh note
ong the woods and waters. The absence of these things is of
ign, the whole country being dedicated to the eye and the
ses, to health and pleasure, by the irrevocable deed of the
minion Government. I should doubt if the permanent popubn is more than two hundred, and consists mainly of people
•aged in furthering these ends.
the huge mass of the Cascade Mountain with peaked summit,
ir capped with snow, over nine thousand feet in height, fills in
north. Above the line of evergreen forest which struggles so
sistently up these western mountains wherever foothold offers,
naked rocks of pale grey or light ruddy brown rise preitously on every side but one, which, presenting no obstacle
* fatigue to the mountaineer, makes it a popular climb for the
dier sort of visitor. The mountain takes its name from a
1 stream which, spouting out of its breast, falls down the
:ed rock from steep to steep, like a silver thread, till it loses
:lf in the woods below.
Ene adjoining mountain, somewhat poorly named Vermilion,
iot quite so imposing, but as I have related the tale of the
dant Englishman who started to walk from Calgary to the
ckies, I will now tell how a young drummer from eastern
hada, equally unsophisticated in the kindred knowledge of
iuntain altitudes, left our hotel at Banff unbeknown to anyone
: a travelling companion, who I imagine had a well secured
t dollars against his getting to the top of the mountain with
i ill-fitting name. About noon I found the young man sitting
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in the hall with his blistered feet upon a chair, his town rj
wrenched to pieces lying by his side, and his clothes besmircj
a sadder but wiser person, and minus, no doubt, his five do|
He pointed out the ledge to which in pain and grief—anc
was a strong youth—he had scrambled, apparently aboi
thousand feet from the summit. Here his nose began to h
and his head to swim, for what he fancied from below was a 1
carpet of snow proved to be a foot or so in depth, and i
looked like trifling and scattered bushes was a chevaux de |
of scrub pines. Satisfied with depositing the bottle enclo
his card, that he was to have planted triumphantly on
summit, at this more modest altitude, he found his way dow
the lower world again in the sorry plight described, and ,
his knowledge of the upper one vastly enlarged.
Of Rundle and Sulphur mountains that confront the
just mentioned across the valley, the first appeals greatly to
imagination, being also naked and stern of aspect for a ]
distance before it culminates in three step-like peaks, which
sheer upon the further side in tremendous precipices of pin
grey rock, into the maze of evergreen woodland, through xv
the Bow is breaking its way towards its drop into the plains
cattle ranches around Calgary. Other mountains further off
less striking in outline complete the circle.
Banff in summer must be a delightful spot for the nature
the mountaineer, the angler, or the great untabulated who, i
all, are the majority of men and women. In October, whe
made its acquaintance, almost every visitor but a few rheum
invalids drinking the waters had fled. One saw it in
most sombre and awe-striking mood—for in winter whe
have also beheld it, the uniformity of an all-pervading si
mantle is perhaps less effective. But in October one knows
what each day may bring forth, nor what possibilities of st<
and tempest may burst of a sudden from those aerial peaks,
what the clouds that come rolling over the desolate ridges i
have in store. You may one day be strolling in balmy s
shine through the forests, or loitering on the bridges above wa
brilliant at once with the bright green of their own texl
and of the red rocks reflected through them. On the next,
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p is all grey and cold, no lights nor shadows play upon the
litains, crag and precipice frown down at you in their
Itigated naked savagery, or come and go in the wrack of
|ing clouds. I am inclined to think that this mood is more
seping with the temper of the Rockies. I have vivid recolpns of a drive on such a day to Lake Minnewanka, some
t miles from Banff, a narrow sheet of ice-cold water twenty
s long and overhung by barren mountains. It is a great
rt of Banff visitors in summer time, and in its pellucid
:hs anglers troll for monster trout, for which the lake is
Drated. Emerging from the pine woods, two or three miles
t Banff, we pursued a road of quite tolerable character,
lg its only mission in life was to penetrate a wilderness to
f
Devil's Lake," as locally called, through endless battalions of
poles that were pine trees before a forest fire left them thus
*d amid the scrub of poplar, birch and willow, whose yellow
es were fluttering in a bitter wind. The day was grey but
r, and of such sort as sometimes suits the mood of savage
ery. Our horses, who had much more than recovered the
nal spirits which the work of the tourist season had doubtless
lifted, and further stimulated by the keen air, gave our driver,
.ndsome Kentuckian, plenty to do as we rose and fell over
toes of the Cascade Mountain, whose grey precipices rose
isands of feet above our heads. We crossed the Devil's
yon on a wooden bridge, and looked down on the pale blue
r on its way from the lake to the Bow, raging between ruddy
ipitous cliffs. We rattled on through spruce woods that no
had scathed, and in due course were standing on the pebbly
*e of the cold, clear waters of Minnewanka. The little guestse, where anglers and boating parties had foregathered a
ith or two before, was now closed and deserted, and the boats
vn up to shelters on the lonely shore. We had the place to oures ; a great stretch of pellucid but leaden-hued water curling
he breeze, the long razor-backed summit of Mount Inglisdie rising like a wall on the one side, and other mountains no
wild, forbidding and precipitous on the other ; Mount Peechee,
lamed—and a pity more are not so—from an Indian chief,
ig the highest of them, and registered as over ten thousand
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feet. On the way home we turned aside at the foot of the (j
cade Mountain, where flat grass paddocks, sprinkled with tt
and thickets, stoutly fenced and covering some five hundred ac
contain nearly all that is left of the lordly buffalo—a score
so in number, and the special wards of the Canadian Gove
ment. Thus " cribb'd, cabined and confined," these brown, shag
monarchs of the waste do not seem altogether happy or at hoi
Their environment of mountain and crag is all that the keen
imagination could desire, but if these stolid blocks of shag
hair had their own way, one cannot help remembering that tl
would not be in these alpine solitudes but roaming the boundl
plains of Alberta or Assiniboia, where luscious bunch grass
now champed by their degenerate successors, the Shorthorn a
the Hereford. There is one old gentleman here of such fabule
age that he must assuredly have rolled along in his youth amc
the vast herds that then darkened the prairies, and made 1
earth shake with the thunder of their thousand hoofs. He n
cultivates the otium cum dignitate with much success. Th<
are also within the enclosure moose and elk in a half-tarn
state, but of much inferior interest to the others, seeing tl
they still abound all over the Canadian solitudes in their natu
state, and with the increasing stringency of game laws are in
danger of extermination. Wild goats are the chief quai
perhaps of the sportsman in the Canadian Rockies, and thou
they are to be reached from Banff, centres further along t
railroad and deeper in the mountains, which we shall pass
due course, would be preferred by the more serious sportsme
though for that matter no man who did not take goat shooti:
seriously would be likely to follow a pastime where the toil
immense and the rewards precarious.
It would be ill forgetting, too, the hot sulphur springs whi
lie about a mile and a half from the village along a fine ro;
through delightful woodlands. When the first surveys for tl
railroad were being made through here, some observant so
perceived steam issuing from the woods not far from the riv
side, and on investigation discovered that it came through
natural chimney in a dome-shaped roof of rock. Furth
search disclosed a circular well, several yards in diameter ar
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jral feet deep, with no access to it but through the hole
re. A bath-house has now been erected and a passage cut
ugh, and connected with the same building is an open-air
iral swimming-bath of warm sulphur water, which is greatly
rted to. The water is also carried by pipes from springs
1 the mountain to the Sanatarium Hotel for the benefit of
patients there. But many people who are very far indeed
1 being invalids enjoy a plunge in the natural pool,
he next place on one's journey through the Rockies where
5 possible, and not only that, but extremely desirable to
•k the journey, is Field, some fifty miles beyond Banff. The
le route thither is one long vista of stern magnificence, walled
>y mountains, whose crests of pale grey or ruddy brown,
)ed or streaked with snow where there is a lodging for it,
>w one another in a long procession of fantastic outlines, or
to the valley in terrific precipices, in some cases over four
isand feet of sheer descent. The skeletons of burnt forests
etimes mar the foreground, though some may think perhaps
: they give a further touch of desolation to the weirdness of
crags above. We follow up the Bow River nearly to the
at Divide, where parting from it the railroad follows a
ding streamlet to the top of the pass, whose waters
1 down on one side towards the Atlantic, on the other to
Pacific.
aggan, however, is left at the foot of the final ascent, and
;gan is the station for Lake Louise, two and a half miles
ant, one of the famous " Lakes in the Clouds," where a chalet
il during the season affords accommodation to a limited
iber of guests, and scenery of the most imposing order
ards their enterprise. At Laggan, too, the time goes back
lour in conformity with that of the Pacific slope. As we top
ridge we may catch a glimpse of distant glaciers, and are
I of one not far away to the northward which not only pours
:ams into the Atlantic and Pacific, but sends a third flow of
er into the Arctic Ocean.
do not think that a prudent person would make any
tracted attempt at word-painting the Rockies, the influence
I exercise on various minds must differ so widely. To
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some they are like one huge nightmare that they dream o|
weeks after passing through them. Now the Rockies ]
Selkirks—for spectacular purposes one range, there being
break of civilisation—occupy a matter of some twelve he
in transit, the two coast ranges being much less formida
But the number of peaks, precipices, crags, waterfalls
scenes of every kind, save those with which we associate se
neighbourhood to man, that cross the vision is prodigious,
many people who go through cannot contrive to snatc
breathing space at Banff, Field, or Glacier, the three main i
indeed, only points for doing so. The rate of progress is ne<
sarily slow, a fact for which the traveller will be thankful
one obvious reason, and for another equally good one when
eyes behold the terrific places over which the Canadian Pa<
has carried its passengers for some eighteen years withou
believe, having yet ever damaged a hair of their heads or, at
rate, lost the life of one of them. As there is an observal
car on all through-trains during the season, even the pass
traveller who sets his mind to it can in the course of a long ,
carry away with him an impression of the Rockies that will
him for life. He is far more in the presence of this sav
landscape than the ordinary traveller going through a mei
beautiful country at the rate of thirty miles an hour, for x
often the train does not venture on a fifth of that sp<
and this is naturally apt to be the case where the outl*
is most impressive and the situation the most sensatio
To deny that there is a certain sameness in this whole tortu
region of the earth's surface would be useless. When
constituents of a landscape are confined to pine woods, na'
rock, ice, snow and water, your point of view is wholly differ
from that with which you look on Derwentwater or the "V
of Llangollen. To some people, as I have said, the Rockies
a nightmare. Perhaps no higher compliment could be paic
them. The man or woman who ventures on prolonged wc
pictures while under their influence must be something lack
in the sense of reverence or proportion, and most certainly
that of the use and abuse of words.

I am not going to catalogue the various peaks which can
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led as you rise and fall upon the Great Divide, but the
ent into the valley of the Kicking Horse—where across
Ige and deep abyss of myriads of spindling fir tops, the icy
Inits of a group of stupendous mountains mount the sky—he, perhaps, of those outstanding spectacles which remain
I one longest. Now the name of the Kicking Horse River
Ws appealed to me as so admirably suggestive of a torrent
king its way through canyons, and even poetic in its Indian
Ion. It is disappointing to find that it derives its realistic
illation, as is so often the case, from some trifling incident
m in pioneering days occurred on its banks. Dropping down
gorge of the Kicking Horse, by tressels and through tunnels,
[almost a relief to roll out on to a long and narrow flat, a few
dred yards in width, where, jammed between two dominating
its, Mount Stephen and Mount Field, the village of that name
L its delightful hotel, erected and run by the C. P. R. as a
-class house, invites the more leisurely traveller to break his
ney. In a place like this even the most exacting of tourists
Id expect to find nothing more than a plain, square or
>ng building, with the necessaries of life provided in suffijey and reasonably cooked. But these mountain houses of the
jadian Pacific are much more than that. They are built in
eful chalet style, while the interiors are furnished with comfort
decorated with taste. Big raftered ceilings, large, oldiioned hearths where log fires gleam in the cold evenings, cosy
lers and deep armchairs, prove welcome in autumn at any
:; while paintings, flowers, ferns and evergreens give a homet touch to the living-rooms and corridors. Nor here do you
e a score of ill-cooked, unrecognisable morsels congealing on
naany wretched little platters, hurled down in front of you,
etailing in with the half-finished or abandoned array of your
:t-door or opposite neighbour, by ultra-democratic waiters or
Iressss. But you are treated under the assumption that you
fe a palate, and are not cajoled into barbaric methods by the
i subterfuge of a bewildering menu, but your dishes are wellked and served singly, as in a private house, by an ample
if of decorous waiters in white jackets. Field is kept open
the winter, as the trains stop for meals once or twice a day.
:.
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I feel quite free to thus eulogise these C. P. R. establishm
not merely because they inspired me with a vain desire to s]
a month or two at each of them, but because everybody I
came across is of precisely the same way of thinking, and
meet people on this transcontinental route from every pa
the world, and well fitted to be critics.
We had the Mount Stephen house, however, on this occa
almost to ourselves, though there was an Englishman or tv
pursuit of big game—goat and sheep being plentiful in
neighbourhood. Mount Stephen and Mount Dennis rear
rocky cliffs and crests to a tremendous height immedi;
behind the hamlet. In front the pine-clad steeps of Mc
Field and Burgess slope upward with scarcely less abrupt
and like the others, develop, as they ascend, into naked pi
A curious flat of shingle and sand fills the valley between,
through it in normal weather the Kicking Horse, in brief re
from its fury, ambles quietly along a winding course, thoug
flood time it laves the railroad on the one side and the moui
foot on the other with its swollen waters. Here we had 5
pleasant rambles in balmy October sunshine among the giant s
of the spruces, hemlocks and cedars, sometimes on the si
road which is made for vehicles, sometimes on trails thr<
the forest, where the wood grouse, the only game bird of t
mountain solitudes, its mottled plumage and spotted
shining in the sun, surveyed us with infinite composure at
closest of quarters. We lingered, too, on a natural arch of
limestone that, some three miles from the village, spans
ice-blue waters of the Kicking Horse, where they plunge ir
whirling pool skirted with pale grey rocks. We looked dowt
vista in the woods opened out by this tempestuous stream,
saw rising far above the nearer tree tops the snow-capped p
and the rosy ramparts of the Ottertail range. We trie
realise that to the north of where we actually stood there
nothing, absolutely nothing, for hundreds of miles but t
appalling solitudes, peak upon peak, valley upon valley; u
habited, untrodden, and varied only by lonely lakes, reflec
the shadows of the everlasting pines and Of the eternal t
and we were not explorers who court such situations, but c
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lentional travellers not long off a Pullman car and stopping
luxurious hotel. Comparisons are frequently drawn between
tzerland and the Rockies. But in Switzerland that aweiring sensation of infinity, which is always present in the
d as one gazes either north or south among these British
imbian mountains, has no parallel. Just over each snowy
[e life there is teeming in plain and valley, but here, to the
hward at any rate, there is nothing but savage Nature and
ice, and one tries in vain to form some bird's-eye plan, some
ie picture of those never-ending steeps,
here may be altogether some thirty or forty houses at Field,
lest ones for the most part, and inhabited by railway
>loyes and hands, whose families, I am told, observe social
s with the utmost decorum in this veritable oasis. There
also be a number of railway navvies, mostly Galicians or J
ians, not "in society," but given rather to herding in sheds
disused freight-cars. They look happy, however, are well
and get good wages.
/e must not leave Field without mentioning its chief acces2 attraction, to wit, Emerald Lake, some seven miles off
ind Mount Burgess, where a chalet has been erected by the
*oad for the benefit of visitors, not only to the lake, but to
great Falls of Takakkaw—which take a sheer leap of twelve
dred feet—and to the Yoho valley. But as an unkind fate
rived me of seeing these wonders I will say nothing more about
n except that ponies and pony trails are a popular method
jetting about this perpendicular country among the sixty or
mty guests who summer in it. I am assured, too, that the
it fishing, both in streams and lakes here, is admirable, and I
not see from the look of them how it could well be otherwise,
n the run down from Field to Golden the track follows the
i gorges and stormy rapids of the Kicking Horse canyon,
I performs prodigies of engineering feats in the way of
nels, tressels and bridges. I confess it is a great comfort to
r
e the clean record of the railroad in the mind as one creeps
rily down this wonderful pass above the seething torrent of
*ht blue water, the ruddy rocks and snow-white gravel, and
illy arrives at the western base of the Rockies proper, where
AA 2
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one sees something like meadows and cultivation at the la!
village of Golden.
This last is a headquarters for mining folk, and here we stf
the broad stream of the Columbia, flowing due north in eccen
fashion, only to turn south again on its way to the Uni
States, and force the railroad to recross it beyond the Selki:
which here unfold their long array of snowy peaks before
But I must not forget to say that Golden opens out a pass
by steamer up the Columbia River into a comparatively bi
though a wild enough, world of mining industry, in which
Kootenay Valley is the best-known name. It is a gold cour
chiefly, for British Columbia, whose territory, by the way,
entered at the crest of the " Great Divide" near Laggan,
immense gold-bearing areas. There is an American saying
regard to the disposition of this precious metal, that if the h<
of the rat is in Alaska and its tail in Montana, the body itsel
in B. C.
At Beavermouth, after running tor some twenty miles in
narrow valley between the Rockies and the Selkirks, amid fore
of cedar and pine, we cross the Columbia and enter the Selki
through the narrow canyon of the Beaver River, which wid
presently, and our train, clinging to the face of the mount;
crawls for a dozen miles up a steep grade at the rate of nine
ten miles an hour. Far below us, a thousand feet at least, o
miles of huge cedars and Douglas firs, the Beaver River,
tortuous, sluggish course impeded by fallen trees and
beaver dams, winds through a narrow valley, shaggy with floi
tormented forests. Beyond it another immense wall of gn
climbs the sky to storm-washed, rather than rugged summ
while our train, dragging heavily up towards the summit of
Selkirks, crosses in its path iron bridges thrown over ravines
terrific depth, where frantic little torrents are plunging dov
wards to the vale a thousand feet below. This is in some w<
the most interesting bit of the whole railroad. For a time 1
surmounting of the Selkirks, hitherto a terra incognita, a
twenty years ago untrodden by white man's foot, baffled 1
engineers. Owing to the depth of the ravines and the fury of 1
torrents, it was a long time before any way was discovered
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ch the watershed could be crossed, till Major Rogers, a
r
erment surveyor, hit upon the ravine of Bearcreek, which
Is up between the thrusting shoulders of Mounts Tupper and
xlonald, and thus secured a passage for the railroad and a
irved immortality for himself.
'hen, again, there is more trouble from snow slides in the late
ter and early spring upon these giddy terraces which just
I bear the railroad for so many miles along the face of the
intain. Small gangs of men, Italians or other foreigners,
passed at intervals, significant of the need of official watchess over a critical section of railroad. Again and again we
) into the dark recesses of heavily-timbered snow sheds, some
r a quarter of a mile in length. On facing the ascent of Roger's
3 the speed drops to three or four miles an hour. Gulfs of
md cedar yawn below; tremendous precipices tower above
either side, and you get a crick in the neck endeavouring to
>w their naked buttresses up to the snowclad peaks and
:iers which many thousands of feet above cut the skyline,
.t the top of the pass (4,300 feet), it is no bad plan for a
>enger who intends to break his journey at Glacier to leave
train and walk the rest of the way down upon the track.
v Glacier is the third of the three alpine hotels erected by the
ipany, and is only some three miles below the summit. It is
ggestion well worth adopting by those whose time is limited,
you are here among the monarchs of the Selkirks—of which
Donald (10,600 feet) is the chief, and as you stroll down at
r leisure you can halt in the very presence of Mounts Tupper,
;donald and Avalanche of the Hermit range, and Mounts
jzly and Cheops, and feel the keen air from their icy summits
ring in your face. Glaciers are all about on either hand, and
r
n before you, over another rolling ocean of pine and cedar
ghs, the infant streams of the Illecillewraet are tumbling in a
p valley beneath the foot of the glacier-laden masses of
ant Ross. It was a wintry October evening just before
set that we followed the suggestion made above. As the
rhts were all clearly visible, the gloom of the skies which
g over their icy summits and savage cliffs was by no means
of harmony with a scene that is nothing if not savage. On
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the way down we came upon a man skinning a wild goat of unu
proportions near a shanty by the side of the track. He
shot* it, he said, on the very summit of Mount Avalanche,
pointed out with the help of some surveyor's binoculars, the 3
crag from which he fired the fatal shot. He was cook to
camping party of an eminent surveyor who was just winding
a long season spent in verifying the heights of this portioi
the Selkirks. The latter, indeed, abandoned his aerial hai
only that evening for the hotel at Glacier, and told me am
other much more interesting things the true story of the g
namely, that his camp-hunter had shot it, not the unverac
cook, whose part in the achievement was wholly confinec
the operation we witnessed him engaged upon !
The Glacier house down in the valley is a hotel somev
smaller than Field, and much smaller than Banff. Like F
however, it is a favourite resort of the more serious mountaiiK
for whose benefit a group of Swiss guides remains during
season in the mountains. Mr. Whymper of alpine fame,
Mr. Outram, have associated themselves with the severest
most successful climbing in this region, and to say that the se
for such adventure is illimitable is to use an inadequate phi
Within half-an-hour's walk of the hotel, through fir woods, is
"Great Glacier " itself on the lower slopes of Mount Sir Don
the most accessible of the larger glaciers.
Among the few birds that winter in these wilds we ne
curiously enough the water ousel, not quite identical in colon
with our little white-breasted friend of the Welsh and De^
shire streams, but with the same habits of flitting from roc
rock, of splashing in the water, and occasionally singing ^
quite a tuneful note. I saw also several blue jays here,
birds are scarce in these sombre forests, and such as there
may well be lost in the wilderness of cedar, fir and heml
gloom. Human nature is the same the world over, and
will find the summer visitor of months assuming airs of ]
prietorship in the secrets and beauties of their partic
haunts among the Rockies just as you will find in Switzerl
or the English lakes the visitor of weeks taking it out
the casual tourist in like proportion. Th e latter, I notice
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cen to task by an enthusiastic lady in one of the visitors'
oks for saying there are no birds in the Rockies, and he is
ninded that in summer thrushes, robins, phcebe birds, woodckers, Canadian warblers and crows are to be found, besides
few eagles. But the casual tourist, if taken to task, would
Dbably reply with justice that he was not a specimen hunter,
at there were not enough birds to be a comfort to him and to
a serious item in the surroundings—which is quite true.
Snow sheds are ominously numerous all along the line in
is section. When avalanches of snow come roaring down the
Duntain, they shake the then scanty inmates of the Glacier
use in their very beds. And here, by the way, there is no
;tlement at all, the station and the hotel, whose flower garden,
d fountain look strange in this wild land of sombre forest
ing almost the only buildings. When men are working on
e line near the spot where snow slides, which have strong
:al partialities, are wont to occur, and at their active season,
e precaution is taken of planting pickets up the mountain
le to give warning to those below when an avalanche has
irted on its deadly course. Another precaution adopted on
e C. P. R. shows at once the difficulties its officials have to
[Counter, and the vigilance with which they guard their trains,
bis consists of switch-tracks here and there on precipitous
:scents—so that in the event of a train proving too much for
e brakes and getting out of hand, its driver can* signal the
en who are on guard there night and day to switch it off on
the side track, which is graded up a sharp incline, and thus
ing it securely to a standstill.
A three hours' run from Glacier down the noted valley of
e Illecillewaet, where the track is forced into some wonderful
ops and contortions by the refractory nature of the ground,
•ings us to Revelstoke. Here we again meet, and again
oss, the Columbia River after its extraordinary detour to the
Drth. It is now, however, nearly half a mile wide and with
road navigable current is running due south for the American
Drder. Revelstoke, with a population of nearly two thousand, is
mining centre, and by way of the Columbia leads into the great
•ootenay district, where a labyrinth of travelled routes by rail
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and water wind among the mountains and connect with t
Crow's-Nest line of the Canadian Pacific. A glance at t
map will show that while everything to the north of the ra
road is a virgin country, the belt to the southward of it, as i
as the American border, is traversed by several arteries of r
and water. And within this country, in valleys as deep as the
we have seen and beneath peaks as lofty, various mining tow
cluster and the mining industry, so far as at present exploited,
British Columbia mainly lies. There is a world here unto its<
•whose intricacies it would be hopeless for us to touch upon, thoui
not entirely given over to mines and mining, for farmers ha
followed wherever the narrow valleys or open bush lands gi
scope for farming or ranching.
But British Columbia is twice as big as France, and so brok
and intricate of surface as to baffle any attempt at brief descri
tion. Speaking broadly, it consists of parallel ranges of mou
tains rolling like great waves from the prairies of Alberta to tl
Pacific, and leaving here and there in its troughs long narro
strips for agriculture and habitation; a sea of mountaii
laden with timber and full of mineral wealth, with strips at
pockets of rich land lying here and there among it, some
them timbered, some prairie. It is so complex a country th
you require to be some time in it, and to go about it a goe
deal, before it is possible to get its ramifications fixed in yoi
mind. And even thus I am only bearing in mind that southei
portion of the province which is- at present open to occupatic
and in touch with the world. In short, the whole civilisation <
British Columbia is confined to a belt across the bottom of tl
province about two hundred miles wide, of which the C. P. I
virtually forms the northern boundary, and this civilisation
sprinkled about in deep valleys, by the side of lakes or river
whose communications are dictated by Nature and forced alon
certain channels. Much of this high inland country has a winte
nearly as cold as that of Alberta and with about the sam
slender rainfall. While down on the coast, as we shall see, ther
is a heavier rainfall than in North Wales, and a winter as warr
as Devonshire.
Immediately after crossing the Columbia and leaving th
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kirks, we enter the Gold or Columbia range through a narrow
s, and running for some twenty miles through a valley
;d by a succession of lakes, pull up at Sicamous Junction,
tre the long, narrow Shushwap lakes go straggling in all
actions northwards. Sicamous is the junction for Vernon
I the famous Okanagan Valley—perhaps the best known
I most delightful agricultural section of the province. Here
•ailway runs for about forty-five miles due south along a
ley, three or four miles wide, of well-cultivated farms, to the
rming little town of Vernon, around which spread swelling
s, where herds of cattle graze on the bunch grass that cover
m. As this Spallumcheene Valley and Okanagan country is
ical of the interior farming lands of the province, and indeed,
requently called the garden of British Columbia, I can hardly
better than conclude this chapter by some brief notice of it.
mis branch line from Sicamous Junction to Vernon, observing
lormal speed of about twelve miles an hour, travels for the
t few miles through a half-tamed shaggy country, skirting the
iks of the narrow but beautiful lake of Mara, whose western
res are overshadowed by wooded mountains that rise perhaps
1 thousand feet above the water. And I may remark again it
utile and illogical for the traveller from the East or Europe
work himself into a fury about the slowness of railroads
these newly-opened countries, as I have sometimes heard
1 do. All this comes right in time. There are physical and
ial conditions to contend with in thinly populated new districts
te unlike those existing elsewhere. Nearly everyone is
bh more interested in being able to get their goods or proje over the line than in getting about themselves at a particular
I of speed. Trains cannot run frequently for obvious reasons,
j if there is freight at a certain station which takes half an
|r to load, the local passenger resigns himself with sympathetic
diligence to the inevitable, and consoles himself with the
mory of ante-railroad days and what teaming for fifty miles
r muddy roads then meant. Furthermore, the road bed is
f often rough for the first few years and not suitable for
Id travelling. At any rate, the visitor bent on seeing the
intry need not grudge such leisurely progress, for it gives him
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almost as lucid an idea of it as if he were on a stage coach
buggy. In some cases twelve miles an hour has yet m
positive advantages, for as I was proceeding at this leisui
pace to Vernon, a maiden of fifteen fell off the train while gc
at normal speed soon after getting in at her country stati
but was happily able to walk home, and turned up none
worse at the parental farmhouse, to the surprise, no doubt, of
friends and relatives.
At Enderby, with a population of 1,500, we come into
beginning of the good country—low wooded hills on either s
and a narrow fertile valley between. We might almost be
Ontario again but for the more modest, though sufficient, s<
of farmhouses and buildings. Fields of grain, hay, or vegetal:
are all about us, for the rainfall here is adequate (twenty incl
without irrigation, and we even see once more the old sn
fences. This thirty miles of country up to Vernon is mucl
it perhaps nearly as many years old, for the mining folk
British Columbia in the 'sixties settled quite freely on
more accessible lands of the province long before railroads v\
thought of and found their way in here. Farms now follow e
other uninterruptedly, while another little market town,
Armstrong, where troops of drummers get in and out, testifie;
the population and prosperity of the valley. The soil is a bl
clay loam and in former years was notable for wheat growi
equalling in yield the best of Manitoba, seventy-two busi
to the acre having been known here. Since the opening of
Kootenay mining country, however, though there is a re;
market for it at the celebrated flouring mills of Enderby ;
Armstrong, wheat has given way somewhat to potatoes, hay ;
vegetables. Improved land throughout the valley is worth ft
forty to a hundred dollars an acre, the high rate of which 1
strike the visitor from Ontario as singular when he rememt
that the finest farms of that central province come within th
limits. Indeed, the values of land all over British Columbia
perplexing, and seem capricious even to those who are fami
with such things from the Atlantic to the eastern base of
Rockies. There are several reasons for this. The limitation'
the agricultural and ranching lands in so mountainous a provi:
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ane of them, another is the neighbourhood of mining centres
ach create a slightly inflated, yet easily glutted and somewhat
^carious market. Then again, the extraordinary variation in
mate, or perhaps I should say in rainfall, within a few miles is
itracting. There are nearly twenty inches, for instance, at the
ver end of this short valley, enough that is to say for ordinary
niing, while about Vernon the precipitation is just half that and
igation a matter of course. Even in the drier districts, however,
lin crops are often ventured on, and sometimes do well, but
it is not to the point, unless it may be of interest to mention
it of late years, partly perhaps because they have been wet
es, a good deal of successful cultivation of lands in semi-arid
Its has been achieved both in British Columbia and to the east
the mountains. Wild lands in the neighbourhood of Enderby,
e best centre for land-seekers, as being within the rain belt,
e worth from ten to fifteen dollars, and this country in its
tural state is partly forest of cottonwood, willow, poplar, birch
d various evergreens, and partly open down sprinkled in park:e fashion with clumps of cedar, fir and larch.
Vernon, the terminus of the railroad, lies near the head of
kanagan Lake, which is navigated regularly throughout its
venty miles of length by steamers of the Canadian Pacific
ailway to Penticton, not a great distance from the international
mndary line. There are strips of agricultural country here,
ilitting the mountains that border the lake, or skirting its shores,
it it is mainly a great mining and timber country of the typical
ritish Columbian kind. We must not go further, however, than
ernon, which, with the Spallumcheene Valley and other districts
>und, is not merely the centre of a region unsurpassed for
pricultural purposes in British Columbia, but one of the most
larmingly-situated little towns in all the Dominion of Canada,
nmigration, it is true, is not going, even into the favoured
istricts, in anything like the same volume that it is pouring
a to the prairies. For the man without money, or with very
ttle money, the scattered agricultural regions of this province
0 not offer so simple a solution as do the prairies. Labour
» high, but then on big concerns, though they pay good wages
-twenty-five to thirty dollars—they expect skilled men, and
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have no fancy for the amateur as a labourer. The men w
small farms and fruit ranches hire help capriciously for br
periods when they want it, and though good men used to fai
work could probably find a permanent job, it is hardly
country for the amateur without capital or prospects of
and only a conviction that Providence has destined him :
an " outdoor life." But immigration of men with small
moderate capital must flow with a steady tide into t
Okanagan. Everything that comes out of the earth, fre
tobacco to oats, and from apples to apricots, and all that fatt
upon it, do well in this favoured land. The contour of t
country is delightful, and more homelike by nature than alme
any part of the Dominion. Soft, swelling hills clad with bun
grass, and sometimes sprinkled with clumps of graceful tre
rise to moderate heights; roomy valleys, level or gently und
lating, lie between; beautiful lakes of crystal water, long ai
narrow with bright, pebbly beaches, thread the country, and a
bordered by lofty and shapely ridges, on whose slopes grass ai
woodland alternate in pleasing fashion. The lakes of easte
Canada are beautiful, but they lie in the very grip of prime\
forests. The lakes of the prairie are virtually bare, but in t
Vernon and Okanagan country they approach more nearly
the type of Buttermere or Ulleswater. This is pre-eminent
a country to live in. Whatever difference of opinion there mi
be concerning it practically, as compared with the prairies east
the mountains, no one would venture to deny that these favour*
districts of British Columbia are the ideal country for a pleasa
rural life, provided a man is fit to be a colonist at all. Tl
climate is a mean between the cold of the prairies and tl
Devonian climate of the sea coast. The lowest temper
ture officially recorded in the stations round Vernon in i
average year is 130 ; the highest about 940. There is
good deal of snow in winter, but the climate is very dry ar
extraordinarily healthy—probably the best all-round climate
Canada, which is saying a great deal. Nowhere is there great
variety in the size of the farms. South and east of Vernon the:
are cattle ranches of thousands .of acres, and there are fru
ranches of twenty. There are, moreover, a greater proportic
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aid country people in and around Vernon than in any part
the Dominion. The mayor—and much respected mayor,
—of the town when I was there was an Englishman of good
Lily, still quite young, but one of the leading business men of
place. The population is approaching two thousand, and
-non, standing between railroad connection with the Canadian
:ific Railway at Sicamous and the head of navigation down
Okanagan Lake, is surely bound to grow, whether slowly
otherwise. The great feature of the neighbourhood is
rd Aberdeen's large ranch of some thirteen thousand acres
Coldstream, not merely because of the extensive scale on
[ch things are there carried on, but because, as a centre
enterprise and good management, it is both an example
I a help to the surrounding country. It practically fills for
ae miles the whole of a typical valley—a mile or so in width
1 of gently undulating or level surface, with steep pastures
bunch grass climbing the sides of the hills which wall it in,
they merge in the woods that crown their summits some
•usand or fifteen hundred feet above. The buildings are
nerous and ample, for many branches of farming are here
owed upon a large scale. Hops and grain, cattle, sheep, pigs,
1 even poultry, are bred and raised with a rigid eye to the
it varieties and the most profitable methods. But apples are
"haps the most striking feature of the estate, the orchards
ng the largest in British Columbia and covering over a
adred acres. Such serried ranks of well-trimmed apple-trees,
full size and bearing, standing up in clean soil carefully tilled
the sake of the trees alone, is a sight we never see in England
ere apples fetch three times the price. Why our orchards
) mainly turned into subjects for the landscape painter, pruned
primitive fashion, or not pruned at all, and, above all, matted
ih carpets of perennial pasture and knocked about by the
rns of milch cows, when their produce is an expensive necessary
almost every housekeeper in the kingdom, I do not know.
British Columbian, like Californian fruit is not considered
ual in flavour to that of Eastern Canada. It has to compete
th the former in its own province, and with the latter in the
airie country east of the mountains. Success is, of course,
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largely a matter of wise selection, good packing, and judici
marketing. The notion is not uncommon that these marl
can be overdone, and is exaggerated from the mistaken i
that anyone can stick in trees, watch them grow, pick the fi
and sell it. Bitter disappointments in scores of English fami
whose members have gone to different parts of the world J
these optimistic notions, have done something to spread the tri
but it does not yet generally prevail. This last I think ma)
summed up in the fact that successful fruit-growers, like ho
breeders and poultry-raisers, are more often born than m<
The largest fruit-grower in British Columbia remarked to
that he thought one safeguard against glutted markets lay in
inability of so many men who went into the business to t
it sufficiently seriously, and in the absence of a natural taste
fruit cultivation. A further check to any congestion of marl
has certainly been given by the immense volume of immigrat
now going on to the prairies where no fruit is grown to speak
There is plenty of water in this Coldstream Valley, and L
Aberdeen has sold several strips of his large estate in small I
of about twenty to forty acres under irrigation to fruit farm
and several families of the better class, both English <
Canadian, have settled on them and have now well-grown i
full-bearing orchards of apples, cherries, pears or plums. Tl
owners have the opportunity of selling in the markets wh
the management of the Coldstream ranch secures for its o
large crops—no small advantage. There is plenty of timt
too, besides the prevailing evergreen varieties, in this val
and in others like it—mainly, poplar, Cottonwood, birch, a
willow, and, there is a saw mill on the Coldstream estate wh
appears to be kept pretty busy. Between thirty and fo
hands are regularly employed on this estate, including foren
and book-keeper, which for many years has been steadily incre
ing its output and efficiency under its present able manager.
Although winter had virtually begun, for it was late Noveml
when I visited this region, its fascinations were too obvious to
dimmed by grey skies and, occasionally, by something m<
than the threat of a snowstorm. The variety of landscape, t
mixture of wood and water, of hill and mountain, of pasture a
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ge, all grouped so naturally, is very charming. The choice
jccupation, too, so far as the soil is concerned, is very wide>
for field sports it would be hard to find a better centre.
Ut abound in the streams and lakes, prairie chicken in the
a country, and ducks and geese in their season, while at no
it distance the big game hunter can place himself in touch
1 deer, caribou, mountain sheep, and goat. It is altogether a
d country, though perhaps the farmers have not made so
1 a percentage on their capital invested as in the prairie
atries for the last two seasons, nor has it gone ahead so fast,
lanufactured articles and groceries are somewhat dearer here
1 beyond the mountains, but again farmers' produce is a little
ler. As a residential country, however, the Okanagan district
ild be very hard to beat. I gathered from the best authorities
;he district that the young Englishman going out there to
n the business with a view of settling would have some
culty in getting any of the better sort of settlers to give
. a permanent home in return for his inexperienced assistance.
J big ranchmen want skilled hands, while among fruit trees
,w hand is worse than useless. As in the North-West, the
nclination of the well-established household to take a softded, inexperienced young man to their bosoms for better
or worse is pretty general. With or without a quid pro quo
risk is very great, as these people know much better than
se who have never had personal experience of these things,
indulge in vague generalities on a very complex subject,
wever, it is of no use young Englishmen going to British
umbia to farm unless they are of the sort who will have
ie capital. In such case it will probably pay their parents
ter to send them as pupils on some equitable arrangement to
apable, substantial married settler of good position, where
v will be well fed and treated and taught their business, than
send them hunting about for free quarters or small wages
ang all sorts and conditions of men, and for engagements
t may prove quite temporary. The young man of this class
vhom subsistence for the moment is the main object, and the
t of people he lives with a secondary one, and who is without
prospects necessary to enable him to plan his future, had
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much better take chances on the prairies or in eastern Cans
if he emigrates at all. British Columbia, at any rate, is i
generally speaking a country for such lads to come to un<
these conditions. But for the young man who may be moderab
endowed with the means to make a start there are undenia
attractions of climate and environment, which some, if th
were in a position to make comparisons, might fairly
against certain material advantages of the prairies and 1
plains; while, in some cases, constitution and temperam<
cause a preference for the milder atmosphere. In any case
would have to gain his experience, and to a young man w
was going later on to venture capital and put in his life's we
with it, it is evident that the person under whom he fits hirm
for so important an enterprise exerts no little influence on 1
fortunes of his after-life, and in the formation of his character,
is curious how many parents seem wholly unconscious of t
luminous truism when a country is four orfivethousand miles aw:
If it were a hundred they would doubtless take no end of pai
It is not always easy to find the right man for this responsibili
Plenty will undertake it who are not fit, while some of those w
really are qualified do not consider that even a moderate premii
repays the trouble and responsibility of such a connection,
notable difficulty, of course, in this safer kind of probation 1
not only in the choice of individuals, but in the fact that if t
youth works steadily, as it is for his own good to do, t
small farmers or hired men round tell him it is a swindle tl
he should work and | pay for his board." These last i
naturally incapable of understanding anything beyond the acti
food consumed, and they possibly upset the youth himself, w
would be almost superhuman if he could quite realise the po:
of view of those who had him always with them as an harm
and a charge. It is perhaps superfluous to add that the
local moralists would sell him a farm or a horse at three tin
its value in a moment if they got the chance; but then, aga
that is just what they could not do with a youth possess
of a responsible protector. However, the particular moral I wi
to point is that a young Englishman without capital
prospective capital, and with agricultural intentions, had betl
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lain on the other side of the Rockies. Another fact that
not be too insistently rubbed in is that the young Englishman
> has proved himself of the right mettle by a year or so
good honest work and has got rid of his angles and got
r his green period, and above all learned how to do the
ous branches of farm work, belongs to an utterly different
;gory, and is regarded from an entirely different point of
v as regards all these things to the unknown quantity repre:ed by the freshly-landed youth of this class. Another
ous notion which obtains in England is to the effect that
inexperienced youth of this sort must be of the same value
mother when first on a farm in Canada. The following is to
point. A prominent English ranchman with whom I was
:ntly staying, in talking of the many fallacies on all these
:ters obtaining at home, mentioned the case of two parsons,
>m we will call No. 1 and No. 2, neighbours in England,
>se two sons, similar in age, education, and for tennis party or
ball match purposes as like as two peas, were sent to him
1 not very direct introductions and a request to find them
k. My host's ranch went like clockwork with the efficient
of a number of skilled hands, and these youths would have
a merely in the way. My host was also an intensely busy
1 while his domestic arrangements were quite as elaborate
comfortable, in all probability, as those of either Vicar
1 or Vicar No. 2. At any rate, he kept the boys there for
ie days till he had got them each places for their board with
ill farmers in the neighbourhood. And one may take the
•ortunity of picturing the disgust of either of these clerical
tlemen if a couple of boys from the Antipodes, strangers with
slightest form of introduction, had been dumped down at
ir front doors in such fashion. This, however, is by the way.
1 point is that one of the lads, No. 1, proved teachable and
j while No. 2 was so much the reverse that the farmer declined
^eep him, and sent him back, and fully justified himself for so
ag in my friend's eyes, who finally boarded him with another
ner for 15 dollars a month till he could hear from home. So
from getting any thanks for his hospitality and his trouble,
host received letters from His Reverence No. 2 bitterly
fj
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complaining that, while his neighbour's son was getting his bo
and lodging, he had to pay so much a week for his own hope
nor could any explanations make that thick-headed and ungr;
ful person understand that there was not some kind of conspir
to hamper his son's start on the road to fortune; the real i
being that he was simply unfit to be a colonist, though carry
on his person no previous signs of this inaptitude.
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CHAPTER XV.
r has already been recorded that this Spallumcheene country
ioted for its vegetables, and, indeed, I have never heard such
jtto stories in all my life as some which entertained me during
<ait at Sicamous Junction for the Vancouver train. The
Itoes had been worked up to about six pounds in weight,
\n a burly American land-hunter, a fine specimen of Dakota
ler, hitherto respectfully attentive, entered the lists and
ply knocked the orators from Enderby and Armstrong clean
of time with instances of mammoth roots culled from the
and of his imagination, though purporting to have matured
)akota or Arizona. The British Columbians were no match
him, and in the stony silence which he had created he went
to speak of his birth and lineage, not after the manner of
therners, hinting at some splendid but shadowy ancestor,
with the sort of practical interest, quite free from any vanity,
: plain Westerners so often take in their forebears. His name,
laid, was Proctor, and he proceeded to relate how his grandler came into Missouri from England, and what a quiverful
lad, and how Proctors of his stock were to be found in every
te in the Union. Some were even suspected of having found
Ir way to Canada, and the Proctors of South Dakota had
ged our friend to keep his eyes open for these wandering
Pp, and locate them if he could. But this commission he had
intention of fulfilling, remarking laconically to the crestfallen
ato growers round him that he had come to Canada to hunt
I not names—which a real estate agent present seemed to
ik the most sensible remark he had made,
[he hotel at Sicamous Junction is a comfortable little house,
) the property of the Canadian Pacific Railway, and though
actually run by the Company, it is, or was, in the hands of
Englishman who has made a name among caterers on the
BB 2
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Pacific slope. The house, together with the little station, o<<
hangs Mara Lake, is beautifully situated, and a favourite re<
of fishermen and summer visitors in general.
Pursuing our journey to the coast, Kamloops, about seve
miles west, is the next point of importance, In getting th
we follow for many miles the banks of the Salmon arm
Shushwap Lake, called after the tribe of Indians of that na
who still have a reserve here,jand after climbing high fori
covered ridges, we drop down into the valley of the Thomp
River. Here is a long string of settlements originating x\
the miners of the fifties and sixties, and fronting quite a la
ranching country of the Vernon type which lies among the h
beyond. Kamloops itself is a small town of nearly 2,<
population, and stands at the junction of the North and So
Thompson, and is the centre both of a grazing and a min
country. For twenty miles below Kamloops we skirt the le
lake of that name, tunnels being driven in several places throi
obstructing headlands for the passage of the railway. Tl
after its long rest the Thompson River, of prosaic name
poetic nature, plunges besides us through canyons whose glo
is relieved by the brilliant green of the glacial waters, and
pink and yellow, the ruddy brown and white colouring of
rocks over which it rushes. Then come more signs of oj
country about Ashcroft, a growing little town : then m
canyons and more rushing of green waters over gay-tin'
rocks, more precipices overhung with spruce and fir and cec
till at Lytton the Fraser rushes into the Thompson, and we ;
fairly on the last stage of the long journey.
For some time the scenery, though picturesque and grand, 1
been of a different order from that of the Rockies and 1
Selkirks. The awful aloofness and desolation no longer hau:
you, for the mountains of the Gold and the Coast ranges <
much lower and less awe-striking even when you see them, wh:
in following the Thompson and the Fraser canyons is not v^
often. The presence or near neighbourhood of human life a
industry, wide scattered as yet though it be, seems to breath
different spirit over this region. In autumn, too, the temperati
may have risen 10 to 30 degrees since leaving Banff, Fie
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Grlacier, and the great abundance of deciduous trees, poplar,
:h or cottonwood will be only now turning colour where their
ntier kinsmen on the banks of the Bow or the Kicking Horse
I be tossing their leaves in thin golden showers to the colder
ids. But chiefly the traveller who thus crosses the continent
the first time will, I think, take note that he is in the presence
a river, the precise like of which he has never seen before.
• fifty miles, speaking broadly, the railroad runs along the edge
a precipice, beneath which the Fraser, in a narrow, clearlyined trough, and with swift, silent, greenish-tinted current of
^ to a hundred yards in width, and of what great depth I
>w not, rushes seaward. The canyon is hardly as savage as
se in the Rockies. The ruddy walls which drop to it give
thold here and there for grass or bushes, while the crest of
ridge along the side of the railroad is often gay in the yellow
shine with the foliage of deciduous trees. There are few
spicuous rapids or cataracts here. Though we glide smoothly
vn mile after mile at a greatly accelerated speed, the river
leath us is always the same—silent, swift, cruel-looking; ever
ishing and lashing the walls of rock that enclose it, with
look of a river continually speeding towards some tremendous
iract. The cataract, however, does not come, though the
at volume of water drives ever forward, with the same
tie, noiseless velocity. Boats might descend it, but none
Id come up, so no boats as yet are to be seen. Small
nee, too, would any mortal have who was cast into that icy,
rying flood. Lower down, however, the Fraser becomes more
Ave and angry—its channel less straight and unobstructed
I in sharper angles lashes the powerful current into foam and
ge. On the opposite bank at heights varying from a hundred
i thousand feet above the river, the old Government waggon
d made in the sixties for the first miners clings to the precipice
i accompanies us the whole way down : and the first gold in
tish Columbia was discovered in this immediate neighbour)d. Towards Yale, the head of Tidewater, the river begins to
ead out, and the current to slacken. Indian villages with their
inge graveyards are poised upon the steep, and Indians them/es in the season may be seen in queer-looking boats, or

374

II
Hi

CANADA IN T H E T W E N T I E T H

CENTURY.

waiting, spear in hand, on posts of vantage by the bank for j
ascending salmon; while Chinamen here and there are washi
for the precious metal. Dropping ever downward at smooth a
rapid pace, with a sense that all the difficulties of the route ;
past, stern cliffs disappear, and the river broadens out into
slow and smooth current. Big trees shooting up from beds
fern, and with leaves still green and gold, spread their brand
over it; farming lands sweep backwards from its shore, wh
humpy detached fragments of the coast range, soft and b]
in colour, spring far aloft behind lovely foregrounds, whi
seem quite semi-tropical and sensuous after the savagery of t
Selkirks.
The valley is now wide enough for the line to leave the river
intervals. At Agassiz, the Government experimental farm cov<
a spacious flat, and next we are rumbling over the mouth of t
Harrison River, just emerged from that long lake, which shooti
straight northwards through walls of mountains, makes a passa
into a back country containing tablelands of prairie, attract!
to the pioneer of small means who is content to wait for betl
communications. But along the river valley and the railro?
both in the open farming lands and the woods that divide
surround them, the observant traveller, more especially o
conversant with English and North American conditions of d
and climate, will note the signs that characterise the Pacific sloj
He will see turf like that of Great Britain growing and riotii
everywhere ; sward that bespeaks no struggle with long winte
or over-dry summers, that seizes every vacant space like ;
English lawn where grazed, like an English fence corner whe
left to itself—red and white clover, foxtail, fescues, cocksfoot, ai
tye grass. Sixty to eighty inches of rain it must be remember*
fall here, while the winter is that of southern England, and tl
soil immensely rich. Four degrees of frost is the lowest me;
temperature for January over a group of years for this distri<
seven above freezing point the highest mean ; ten above ze
the coldest winter night, 920 the hottest July day recorde
while the hottest mean of the latter month is 760 and tl
lowest 500. Climatically it will be seen we are in Englan
though the extreme heaviness of the rainfall, that of Snowdoni;
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partly due to the great amount which falls in the late autumn
id winter.
But here is a typical Fraser River farm, one well known to me
Ld bisected by the Canadian Pacific Railway, so let us alight in
ncy and walk up to the homestead on the ledge above the
w lands, and from that vantage point gossip for a page or two
i farming and farm life down here on the level of tide w a t e r ;
r these differ considerably from their equivalents at Vernon and
1 the central plateau of the Province. A high ridge clad with
imeval forest rises steeply behind the house, and rolls away
terminably in waves of hills to higher mountains, with all of
tiich we have no concern, for it is wilderness. This is a very
;w country, it must be remembered, and the forests of the
icific slope are so formidable that the expense of clearing them
is not yet justified se tiers in going behind the rich flat lands
' the Fraser. Below us are some fifty or sixty acres of clean
•ass land, neatly fenced into fields, and broken only by a single
retch of turnips. On either side, as in the rear, the property is
ailed in by the forest. In front, the fourth side of the square,
DWS the broad river, four or five hundred yards in breadth
^re, but smooth and navigable, though still running with
msiderable current.
All this little estate has been cut out of the woods within the
st twelve or fifteen years by the present owners at a cost of
:tle less than a hundred dollars an acre, if they estimate
ieir own labour at normal rates.
Indeed, anyone with a
meral notion of the cost of clearing and bringing Ontario or
istern bushland into cultivation, about thirty dollars that is to
ly, would readily accept this larger estimate when he saw the
ature of the forest, the immense size of the cedars and Douglas
rs and hemlocks; not only of those standing, but the carcases
f others, five, six and seven feet through, which have fallen in
ast years and lie cumbering the earth amid a chaos of rotten
ranches. But if the forest is formidable to its immediate
dversaries, chiefly on account of its huge evergreens, its beauties,
r
hich here are very great, are much enhanced by the presence
f large maples, poplars, cottonwood, and robuster specimens of
irch and alder than we ever see in England. T h e dog wood
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too, whose white blossoms are such a feature of spring tic
through the Southern States, illumines the gloom also of the
great British Columbian woodlands, and I saw it blooming
November! But if the clearing is a stupendous business tl
land is abnormally rich. Timothy, orchard grass, wild clover,
meadow hay will produce three tons to the acre, and baled hi
near the sea coast towns has always a market and a good vain
though just here it is mainly fed to stock. Milch cows, calves
bullocks, grain and all vegetables flourish, while fruit, though n
perhaps of such quality as in the Vernon country, also thriv
well. The house is frame, of several rooms and verandahs ov
which creepers twine freely. A well made tennis lawn, with
good show of flowers in season, makes a pleasant foreground
the green meadows stretching below and the broad river beyon
It is curious to look from the lawn and see the English pheasan
straying about in the fields below and hear the cocks calling fro:
time to time, for these birds, turned down in the lower altitude
of British Columbia and Vancouver Island, have thriven splei
didly. Having the eternal forest always handy as a sure refug
they can never be killed in any numbers, and the vermin questio
which caused anxiety to their introducers, seems to have bee
settled quite satisfactorily by the birds themselves. A mountai
stream comes leaping down the wooded hill above the house, amon
ferns and rocks, and supplies the household with water throug
pipes, then races through the barnyard and the barnyard pastur
where the turf in December is as green as in North Wales, and th
bracken stands in russet patches, and a fewr giant fir trees left i
the open rear their tops from one hundred and fifty to two hundre
feet into the sky. The barn is of Ontario build, the stock all house
below and a floor above with waggon way through. LaboU]
saving machines, both indoors and out, are valuable in Britis
Columbia where labour is even scarcer than on the plains or in th
East. Everything flourishes here that likes a soft, moist climat
and a rich soil. The moss hangs in great festoons from the fores
trees, clover springs on every bare patch with rank luxuriance
while many varieties of fern riot in the forest and by the roadside
Over a hundred hens of selected breeds pick round the barn
yard, for poultry do well here and fetch better prices than ii

S E T T L E R S ON T H E

FRASER.

377

ario, as also does dairy produce. It would be hard to define
special industry of these farms along the banks of the lower
>er and its delta. They can grow anything except Indian
., and each man follows his fancy, but land is expensive,
ther to clear or to buy when cleared. People from many
s of the world are to be found here, gentlefolks, many of
i, from various Anglo-Saxon countries, possessed of small
mes perhaps, with a fancy for fruit or poultry farming, a mild
ate, sublime scenery, and ready access to a city. There are
ges of Norwegians, too, who combine fishing in the salmon
on with small farming at other seasons. Chinamen, Indians
half-breeds follow the same mixed calling, and cultivate
11 holdings on the river bank. In the woods there are ruffed
ise, and in the lakes and rivers duck shooting, though of a
nd-class compared to that of the prairies. There are deer,
I and caribou, too in plenty, further back, and trout and
ton everywhere in the waters.
ilmon are perhaps the product with which British Columbia
ost often associated in the eyes of the world, and the stories
ow they jostle each other running up the streams are no whit
tall. The Fraser River is, of course, one of their great highs to the interior, and thence they travel up the various
itaries, pushing their way far into the heart of the big moun3. A few miles from my friend's farm a large tributary, the
fe, meets the Fraser, and some big saw-mills occupy the
it of junction. We drove there one glorious Indian summer
in November, over rough backwoods roads, greasy with
nt rains, whose drops lingered in the great fir and cedar
^hs which brushed our hats. We were to take our luncheon
ie meeting of the waters for the gorgeous view revealed from
particular spot, paddle on the Fraser, and do a little desul' fly fishing perhaps, though the season was over. Precariousning bridges of logs carried us over mountain brooks, faced
perpendicular declivities of slippery track, which could only
aegotiated by putting the two sturdy horses at them at a
op. And talking of salmon stories, I do not suppose any;
would guess why we had the utmost difficulty in finding a
:e to picnic on the banks of either river. The trouble was a
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normal one at that season, but forgotten for the moment by
companions, and lay in the fact that the banks of the ri
particularly the Stave, were strewn thick with the carcase
dead salmon, and the stench was overpowering. I stood fc
few moments at one spot, quite at haphazard, and counted twei
eight dead fish of from ten to twenty pounds, lying on the ro
shore within as many yards of me. Others were rolling abou
the shallow water dying. The dog salmon, and I think anoi
of the six or seven varieties of British Columbian salmon,
the victims of this extraordinary provision of Nature. T
are said only to come up once in their lives to spawn, and 1
in their fourth or fifth year, and to die after spawning, tho
thousands must succumb soon after they get into the Fra
It is a loathsome spectacle, and a still more extraordinary
higher up among the hills, where the streams are sma
Friends who go back there deer-hunting or prospecting tell
that it is sometimes impossible to spin a minnow for trout for
number of half-moribund salmon floundering in the pools. A
moreover, that in this condition birds of prey—crows, ha^
and gulls—will pick chunks of flesh out of the living and h<
less fish, and that even the bears come down and scoop them
with their paws on to the bank. No one who had seen tt
even as I have in the Stave or Fraser rivers would find tl
credulity in any way strained, even had the information cc
from unauthentic sources.
A Chinaman was fishing for trout off the piers of the Canac1
Pacific Railway bridge on this occasion. He had a small str
of half-pounders, but his bait, I regret to i say, was salmon :
. Our flies proved useless, as we expected, for when the sain
run up the mountain streams the trout follow them, anc
believe, eat the spawn, or at any rate, reject any notion of surf
food. But the view that day up the Fraser was unfor£
able, for • Mount Baker, in Washington territory, across
United States border, was in all its glory. And Mount Ba
is the greatest mountain in this country, not surpassed by
loftiest peak of the Rockies, being over eleven thousand fl
and, unlike them, it stands alone. From the mouth of the St;
you look up a long reach of the broad shining Fraser, s
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parently at its termination, though actually forty miles away,
s same Mount Baker, an almost perfect pyramid, and at this
pon wholly clad in virgin snow, fills the sky. When I say
it Vancouver city is near forty miles away from this spot, and
it Vancouver Island lies forty miles beyond that again over
> sea, and furthermore, that from near Victoria the same
nderful mountain is still a prominent object, its reputation will
understood. This was in the sunshine of midday. On our
urn we lingered for tea at the house of a man of science from
ttario, who had built and laid out a charming home on a lofty
I above the Fraser, had planted orchards, and done some little
dscape gardening. We watched the ducks flighting up the
er from his lawn at sunset, and night had almost fallen as
again entered the gloomy woods with their now doubly fearne roads, but still looking back over the fading landscape,
; great white figure of Mount Baker was there as plain as at
dday against the violet sky, though everything between it
1 us was darkening blur.
[ must not linger over the last thirty miles of rail to Vaniver and the coast. Narrow farms of fat meadows, backed by
oded hills, with mountain tops showing here and there behind
:m, are the main features, till the great river turns away tords New Westminster and its delta, and leaves us to run
wn through a shut-in country of huge trees to Port Moody at
J head of Burrard inlet. On the way, however, we cross Pitt
ver, broad and deep, not long emerged from the lake- of that
ne. Here, too, are the celebrated Pitt meadows, thousands of
es of valuable grazing and hay land, where herds of heavy
Hocks or milch cows help to make a picture suggestive of
i levels of some English river, as it nears the sea. For the
t dozen miles or so the track follows the winding shores of
rrard inlet, till it gradually widens into Vancouver Harbour,
is all very beautiful. The densely-wooded mountains of the
ist range, snow-capped by November and often earlier, rise
o the sky, while the leafy slopes and promontories of their
•thills reflect their gorgeous colouring in the narrow waters of
i fiord. Sea-going craft begin to show ; steamers laden with
towing lumber, and fishing boats manned by Indians or Japs.
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And as one runs slowly into Vancouver and sees the busy c
covering the slopes beside the water, the big ships and lin
lying off it in the most beautiful harbour in the world, one ti
to realise that twenty years ago this whole scene was an obsc
wilderness of wood and water. The transformation is, of coui
due to the fact of the Canadian Pacific Railway having rrn
its terminus here. In 1885 it reached Port Moody, and t
years later was extended to Vancouver City, which had bi
itself up and already been burned to the ground, only to be
stored on a greater scale before the first train steamed into
The history of British Columbia, originally of course a hap
hunting ground of the Hudson Bay Company, and a howl:
wilderness inhabited only by somewhat formidable Indians,
short enough. The gold rush of 1849 to California broke '
savage calm of even these remoter northern coasts. The Huds
Bay Company secured a charter to govern and settle Vancou
Island from its fort and settlement at its southern poi
Victoria. In this, as might have been expected from a
trading company, it failed dismally. The island then became
Crown Colony, and began to attract a few emigrants fr<
England, though it was a five months' journey. The mainla
presenting, as it seemed, a coast line and interior of unbrok
mountains and haunted by hostile Indians, was left out of
practical calculations only forty odd years ago! During 1
fifties gold was discovered both on the island and the ma
land, and the United States Pacific seaboard being th
crowded with miners, a great rush took place into Brit:
territory. Two thousand arrived in one day at Victoria, and
the summer of 1858 as many as thirty-three thousand soug
the auriferous canyons of the Fraser River that we have ji
descended. The Governor of the province then made his fi
trip to the mainland, and at Hope, on the Fraser, erected a s<
of nucleus of Crown Government. Two years later New We
minster, twelve miles south of Vancouver City, on the delta
the Fraser, was founded and incorporated as the capital of t
mainland, which became a Crown Colony to itself. In 18
Vancouver Island and the mainland were united in one gover
ment, Victoria becoming the capital. In 1871 British Columl:
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$c\e into the Canadian Federation. Till then, it must be
nembered, she had had nothing to do with Canada, nor anyng in common with Canadians. Her connections with the
Dther Country were direct by sea, or through the United States,
ir older population are former employes of the Hudson Bay
mpany and their descendants, and yet more the descendants
Britons who came in with the gold rush of the fifties and
:ties, and who stuck there. They are mostly found on the
md'—in Victoria or its neighbourhood—and in New Westnster. Their complexions are soft and fresh-coloured like those
English people at home, owing to the climate. Their accent
d intonation is not that of Eastern Canadians, nor is there any
ison why it should be, but of this anon. Vancouver, howsr, is a distinctly Canadian town, with a large leaven of old
antry people, and the leading city of the coast, as the terminus
the Canadian Pacific.
Vancouver lies on a long, narrow, ridge-shaped peninsula,
tween Burrard inlet, which forms the harbour, and English
ty, a somewhat similar but shorter arm of the same inlet. In
:teen years it has achieved a population of nearly thirty
ausand, and is as solid and handsome a town as you could wish
see. The business blocks are mainly of grey stone, and the
:siness streets stretch along the gentle slope above the harbour,
run at right angles to them up the ridge. The town is, of
urse, lighted by electricity, and served by a good system of
metric cars, while almost every house is "on the telephone."
ie residential quarter runs far along the narrow peninsula which
rries the town; pleasant villas, only differing from those of
e East in the velvety softness of the lawns which front or
rround them, and the prevalence of ivy and creepers, which
this Devonian climate luxuriate so freely. At the point
' this peninsula is Stanley Park, some three or four miles long
I a mile in width, one of the most beautiful public resorts
* its kind in the world, prolific of enormous specimens of cedar
id Douglas fir, and still in great part in the wild condition of a
ritish Columbian forest. It is threaded in all directions, howrer, by good driving roads or woodland paths, where the turf
tats as thickly, and the ferns grow as lavishly, as in Savernake
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or Sherwood Forests. Here, however, from the rocky shores
this sea-girdled park or through the vista of its many avenui
you have always in sight the glistening waters that the Pacil
thrusts so far inland. You may see great steamers, their yar
arms almost brushing the branching tree tops, sailing throu^
the narrow channel for China or Australia or Japan, and on tl
further shore a pile of mountains rising from the water's edge
summits white at this late autumn season with freshly fallen sno^
The slope on which the city lies drains it admirably. Rain
ever so persistently, and in November Vancouver is capable
immense things in this line, the streets dry and the soil sucks 1
the rain with wonderful celerity. It is an almost unique place
its way, from the dense forests that surround it upon all side
In the vacant lots on its prominent residential streets, with fii
buildings, public or private, on either side, you will see hu{
stumps bristling among a jungle of undergrowth, forcible r
minders of how recent all this civilisation is, for there is nothir
crude nor rough, nor Western, about Vancouver in its building
houses or population. The people are mainly from Eastei
Canada, or the old country, and wrhat are generically known ;
the "better classes," are very strongly represented. With
limits it is a cosmopolitan city, and contains the best club we
of Toronto. It has handsome business blocks of grey ston<
the Canadan Pacific Railway has a large and well known hote
while the others are moderately good. There is an Opera Hou;
in almost constant occupation by travelling companies, and son
fine churches, while many of the private residences, wheth<
bordering on one or other of the maple shaded avenues, I
standing high in pleasant grounds of their own, and commandm
the most gorgeous views over the harbour to the opposin
mountains, are wholly charming. One feels, too, on peculiarl
intimate terms with the shipping that goes in and out of Var
couver. Steamers run to China and Japan, to Honolulu an
Australia. There is regular connection with the Alaska, and th
Yukon and Klondike gold fields, for which Vancouver is an impo]
tant base. There is here no maze of projecting wharves an
docks to keep all these great steamers at arms length. They floe
right up to the back gardens of the houses. As you sit at th
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b window, and look across its tennis lawn of English hue and
ture, the masts and hull of an Australian liner seem almost
|ouch the garden fence, while through their yards and rigging
i snowy peaks of the Cascade range look down upon the blue
:ers of the inlet.
everything, however, outside this lively town, so wonderful for
age, so sound and well built, so absolutely civilised—to use a
ivenient term—is dense bush. You may scale a mountain on
•ail, or you may sail a boat, but except on one or two definite
ds through the woods, or round Stanley Park, there is
;ually no open country, no casual getting about, no outlet,
gnificent as is the outlook, excellent though the boating and
hing, pleasant, sociable and well-built though the city, there
e t a certain sense of being hedged in by impenetrable forests.
If links are now being laboriously hewn out of this same
2st at great cost, though as the turf takes here as readily as in
gland, the ultimate result will be well enough.
South of Vancouver and Burrard inlet (pronounced, by the way,
: as the family of the late Admiral, after whom it is called,
•nounce it, but with the accent on the last syllable) is a strip
oiling forest land, reaching to the Fraser River, a dozen miles
ay, and to New Westminster. This old capital of the mainland,
ose nose has been put out of joint by the younger city, and
1 further crippled by a terrible fire in 1890, still flourishes
derately as the capital of the salmon canning and cold storage
ustry, and has a population of nearly seven thousand. It is
inly interested in a dozen canning factories, and several great
aber mills. It lies on steep sloping ground on the north
lk of the Fraser, sixteen miles from its mouth, and is available
big shipping. A branch of the C. P. R. switches off to
:w Westminster from the main line about seventeen miles
Dve Vancouver. An electric tram runs through the forest
m the greater to the smaller and older town, and as the latter
more accessible to a farming country, its market is much
ight after by housekeepers from Vancouver, who can get there
ten cents in three-quarters of an hour. This light railroad is
actuated by small clearings in the forest around its stations,
ere settlers of a modest kind are occupied in various small
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industries, poultry being the chief one, for eggs in Vancouver!
just about the price they are in England, and fowls to mat
Even in this small peninsula, with no mountains, nor e^
serious hills, the wandering streamlets play amid mossy ro<
and ferns. The various evergreens of the sombre forest are mi>
with birch and poplar, whose leaves make bright dashes
colouring in autumn, while the tangled undergrowth, of brack
blackberries and long grasses, is essentially British, and see
still more so when an old cock pheasant struts out betimes from
shelter. But the delta of the Fraser is a wholly different coun
from this—several thousand acres of open and flat alluvial la
of immense fertility, long occupied in valuable farms which gr
everything in the way of vegetables, stock and grain, exc<
perhaps wheat and Indian corn. This region, judged by 1
scale on which we have to view things since coming West,
limited. Its settlement commenced quite early, when New We
minster was founded in 1858, and such fat lands with wa
carriage at their edges, and not very much clearing to
accomplished, did not long go begging.
New Westminster, as I have said, climbs a fairly steep h
and is a curiously scattered, countrified, unpretentious sort oi
place, though the constant humming of the electric cars sa^
its atmosphere from being actually somniferous. But
main business street, terraced above the river, appears to hs
the sole merit of great width, and an extremely picturesq
outlook up and down and across the Fraser, to high fore
covered ridges, whose effect has been spoiled by a fire at soi
former time, reducing the woods to the appearance of a v;
depot of telegraph poles. Small steamers run far up t
Fraser, carrying farm produce and passengers, while others ere
the Sound to Vancouver Island, fifty miles away in the Pacil
Boats laden with salmon for cold storage, even in November, 1
coming up from the broad stretches in which the Fraser glic
just below in two arms to the ocean, leaving the fertile Lt
Island in its embrace, while canning factories are numerous
and about the town or towards the river mouth.
Residences seem, however, more in evidence in this hillsi
town than business houses—pleasant enough villas in sm
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ens, where the lawns are lush and green behind privet
es, and mountain ash trees show their red berries, so much
er than the English sort, and ivy clambers naturally over
ti and verandah. There are small tracts of common land,
almost in the heart of New Westminster, where English
and bracken, brambles covered with red haws, blackberries,
ws, alders and hazel give a complete replica of a Surrey
non. Hundreds of children sport and run in the playnds of the Government schools, and show in their chubby
the atmospheric influence of the North Pacific—though,
I Devonshire, adults from more strenuous climates, such as
5 of the Upper Province or of Ontario, do not always thrive
:r the change, or at any rate retain their native energy.
it a few words must be said about the salmon canneries
h, by the way, are to a large extent owned by English
Danies and run by English capital. It is quite a relief to
one industry at any rate that, so far as outside capital is
erned, is in the hands of British, not American, owners.
*e are over seventy canneries in the province, and about
on the Fraser River, and between them they put up nearly
illion and a half of cases. No signs of depletion are
.rent from this enormous toll, due partly perhaps to the
tieries maintained by the Government. The canneries
Dnly working for a few weeks in each year during the run
ie fish, in late summer and early fall. It would be just
ell for anyone who enjoys a strong partiality for the king of
s not to " take in " a canning factory during a trip to British
mbia. To see a favourite delicacy manipulated by the ton,
that, too, in warm weather, is disturbing to a sensitive
te. But the most fastidious may visit the cold storage
jts at New Westminster without a qualm. It is one thing
ee salmon gutted and hacked about by the thousand, and
2 another to watch them transferred, freshly caught, from
actual boat into ice-cold chambers and transformed into
ks of marble. There are seven varieties of British Columbia
ion : sockeye, cohoe, spring salmon, steelhead, tyhee, dog
humpback. The first five are all of more or less good
ity, though the flavour of the best Pacific fish is inferior to
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that of the Atlantic. The spring salmon are the best eat
but run too early, and are not numerous enough, to be \
valuable for canning. The sockeye provides the greai
numbers, while the steelhead, a sort of large sea trout, I
late, and is not much used in the canneries. The salmon
sometimes merely frozen, at others are coated in addition wit
layer of ice, while some again are despatched at once and mei
packed in ice. It is curious to see them being handled in th
bitter cold chambers, stacked in layers like piles of cordwood
run along the slabs like curling stones. They are shipped
cold storage cars to the eastern markets, Montreal, Chicage
New York, as well as to Great Britain and Australia. Of
two inferior varieties of salmon, the dog and the humpback,
former is, I think, alone used in commerce, China and J a]
being the accommodating customers, who take them at twe
four cents a pound, and consume them with increasing appre
tion. I have frequently seen large cases of kippered dog sain
on the wharves of Vancouver ready for shipment to Asia. I
humpback is a hideous brute to behold, and I believe is rejec
absolutely as a commercial factor, even by the Heathen Chii
It is these two varieties that mainly contribute to the ghat
spectacle of festering corpses which I have already describee
lining the banks of some of the streams in November.
A large fishing fleet of small craft, manned by various nati
alities—Japs, Chinese, Indians and whites of mixed races, the f
named greatly preponderating—contribute to this enormous i
increasing trade, which is not confined by any means to sain
only, for sturgeon, halibut and other varieties, are caught in gr
quantities.
Everyone knows that the Pacific salmon does not rise to
fly, though now and then instances to the contrary are brui
about. With the congested condition of the streams, howe^
as the fish are running up, one may be permitted to won
what would happen if he did. One cannot help thinking tha
the merely normal inclination towards rising possessed by i
Usk or Tweed salmon distinguished his British Columb:
relative, the competition for a Jack Scott or a Silver Doc
would create an odd situation. He takes a spoon, however]
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pt water, and there is excellent trolling from a boat in all these
£uaries.
Vancouver is not a " wide open town " like its sister cities of
cattle and Tacoma, just to the south of it in Washington,
id some people interested wholly in its material progress, and
gardless of its morals, look on such conservative tendencies
ith disfavour. A " wide open town," speaking generally, indices a place where entertainments and institutions of the
wdiest and most deplorable description, gambling and otherise, are regarded with complete toleration, not only for six, but
I seven days in the week. It is argued by practical people
at these towns have strong attractions for the miners and
her sons of toil who come from the interior and from the
ukon in playful mood and their pockets full of money, that
ey shy at a town run on British principles like Vancouver, and
ow their wages more easily, more quickly, and more cheerfully
the less prudish cities across the line. I do not pretend to
mge the subtleties of this question, but from what many people
ho know both sides of the border most intimately at this remote
>rner of North America tell me, everything except the relative
>eed of mere material progress is overwhelmingly in favour of
ritish Columbia. I believe that in Vancouver the youth of this
ascription who wishes to get rid of his wages can do so quite
tsily at games of chance in haunts of low repute, and gambling
, for obvious reasons, more natural to the rougher classes in the
/"est than in the East, but the city does not lower itself to
ake revenue out of these poor fools. At present the average
>wboy and the subordinate miner are apt to regard their
irnings as mere means to a brief and senseless spree. Sharpitted, keen and full of talk about the value of money and
Dllars, what avails all such boasted experience, when in practice
is sacrificed in quite puerile fashion to the aggrandisement of
iblicans and sinners ?
I have heard groups of highly-skilled cowboys talking of their
ages as if the difference between fifty and fifty-five dollars a
Lonth were a matter of vital import, and in the same breath
freeing that the " boy " who did not go to town and " blow " it
1 as fast as possible was unworthy of their noble calling. I
c c2
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have heard them jeer with absolute unanimity at the compai
tively fresh Ontario youths who from time to time come to t
ranches with the views of an ordinary eastern hired man, ai
the intention of saving the greater part of their year's pay, tl
last being so much higher than ordinary farm wages.
But it must be remembered that it is not everybody with
partiality for horse-back exercise that can graduate as a cowbc
and those who are by physique and temperament thus qualifie
take a long time to reach the standard achieved by such youi
men as I am alluding to; for, improvident and foolish in the
scheme of expenditure as they seem and are, it may be put
their credit when they are at work no men work harder. Tho
who pay them these high wages get full value for their mone
For months together they are in the saddle at all hours and
all weathers, and often touch nothing stronger than tea tl
whole time. They take a pride in their proficiency, with
consciousness that it is only achieved by courage, hardihood ai
long experience, and are apt to rate the tenderfoot, particular
the old country variety, somewhat after the manner of tl
proverbial Australian whose impression of England was on
that of a country full of * new chums." The Canadian cowbo
however, is deprived of the halo that hangs around the hero
the American dime novel, for revolver practice is absolutely 01
of the question, murder being a hanging job. The mounte
police are not greatly in evidence, but a telegram from ar
quarter where they might be wanted will soon bring a posse <
these formidable horsemen ready and authorised to gallop inl
Montana if need be, and with the purse and the power of tl
Dominion Government behind them.
The occupations of Vancouver are numerous. Its shippir
trade across the Pacific is of course a large and growir
item. As the terminus of the" Canadian Pacific, it is muc
bound up with that great corporation, and among other visitor
passengers to and from the Orient or the Antipodes, an
Europe, frequently break their journey here. The chartere
banks are, of course, strongly represented in Vancouver, an
brokers, real estate and insurance agents, and agents fe
eastern houses of all kinds, are especially prominent in il
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siness streets, which are paved with asphalt and well kept,
lere are several factories of various goods, iron works and
aneries, which are somewhat hampered, however, by the
ircity of labour. The shops are excellent, but their wares
t a good deal dearer than in Winnipeg or in the East. The
y is also an outfitting centre for the mining regions, not only
the interior, but for the great Klondike and Yukon district
the far North, for the fisheries and for the lumber camps, the
it two industries being at present the most important ones of
B province.
A number of people in Vancouver are interested in mines,
d may be described just now as " staying with their investmts," occupying themselves in the meantime with more active
acerns. The auriferous regions of British Columbia are
mense, so are the coal, iron, copper, and silver-lead depots. In
ite of the busy districts and mining centres such as Nelson, Rossid and Greenwood, they are as yet but faintly known and scarcely
snched upon, but every one is aware that gold mining has
en, and is, a brisk industry in the province, and that the latter
s a market of its own, and has had its boom. The memory of
is rankles in the minds of most British Columbians, and still
Dre in that of others who are not residents of the Pacific
ovince. There is no question whatever of the potentialities of
B country, but confidence in it abroad was temporarily shaken,
not shattered, by the unwisdom of its immediate friends and
plotters. Men lost their heads, and for the most part their
Dney, in reckless speculations, and the market acquired such a
Dutation for wild-cat schemes that the outside investor was
:imately choked off, and buttoned up his pocket relentlessly
ainst all further propositions from British Columbia. Thus
is a good thing spoilt by the shortsighted folly of those who
d its making in their hands—spoiled for the time that is to
v. The paying mines do not cease to pay on account of paper
eculations among the mountains surrounding them, and no
>ubt confidence will one day be restored to a field that itself
I given no cause whatever to forfeit it. One hears a great
al of the Yukon in Vancouver, that far away mysterious
ining region generically known in England as Klondike.
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One meets many people from there wintering in Vancouv<
who are glad enough to exchange the temperature of forty-fr
and even sixty below zero for a winter like Bournemouth
Ilfracombe. Steamers run from Vancouver for a thousai
miles through countless islands to Skagway in Alaska, ai
thence passengers for the Yukon proceed by rail over tl
famous " White Pass " to Dawson City six hundred miles aw;
and in British territory. The terrors of the old route to Klondik
the dangers by land and water, by frost, hunger and mysterio
diseases, were in the later nineties of world-wide notoriety, ar
were no wit exaggerated. I have been much in company wi
many people on the coast who went through them all and ha
heard tales enough of their adventures to fill a book. But nq
they go backwards and forwards by rail and steamer in luxu:
though at great expense, while Dawson has every convenien
of an ordinary North American city-^—though at twice
three times the cost. The Alaska boundary question, of coun
affects this region vitally, but both that question and tl
Yukon territory is outside our province here except so f
as it affects its nearest British port, Vancouver. Many Austr
Hans are mining in the Yukon, and all that I have met declai
in unmeasured terms against the administration of the territo:
by the Dominion Government, always excepting the mounte
police stationed there, for whom, like everyone else they ha1
nothing but unstinted praise. They maintain that men wl
bear the actual burden of development and industrial progre
at the mines are hampered at every turn by the claims
absentees with a " pull" at Ottawa, and they tell stories
partiality in distribution of whiskey licenses (which are tant
mount to a small fortune to each lucky recipient) that wou
make the blood of the lover of democratic government rv
cold. I know nothing of this, but Australians of course a'i
old experienced hands in mining organization, and they four
a Government grappling for the first time in their history wit
the difficulties of goldfields and a sudden influx of a mixe
population from all the ends of the earth. The mounted poli<
at any rate saved the situation so far as law and order went, an
the Yukon soon became as safe as Hyde Park, a wholl
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sappointing place in its social life to the Western American
ner who has to leave his six shooter behind him ; and a
rious object lesson to the United States, whose half-hearted
d feeble efforts to spell murder with a big M are looked upon
th some contempt by other Anglo-Saxons the world over,
mcouver is the most cosmopolitan of Canadian towns as
ctoria claims to be the most English. The people,1 it is true,
i nearly all from various parts of Old Canada or Great Britain,
t they are of more varied types, and more fused together,
think, than in any similar community east of the Rockies.
:
course this tendency increases the further west one travels.
Ontario you have the Ontario Canadian surrounded by his
r
n people ; in Nova Scotia the Nova Scotian, another developed
pe not really differing, but still with a sufficient individuality
his own, to be recognisable enough among Canadians themives. And the same theory applies to other provinces where an
iinary stranger from Europe would find himself more out of
from the fact of his new neighbours being all of the same type,
it in Vancouver, and to a certain extent all over British
>lumbia, the typical Ontario man would not feel at first quite
home. In Winnipeg, despite its being a western city, he
)uld notice much less change, but on the Pacific slope he
>uld no longer feel himself precisely on his own heath, nor
gard settlers from the old country as strangers, in the same
:gree. Eastern Canadians, it is true, largely prevail on the
ainland, but the change of atmosphere and surroundings, and
e starting together as.it were with a large leaven of Britishers
id others in a quite new country, has rather altered the type
id the point of view. There is a tendency for national divermcies to vanish under these circumstances. The harsher voice
' the average eastern man beyond any doubt softens on the coast,
hether from climatic causes or by contact with English or native
ritish Columbians, I do not know. Then, of course, there is the
eling of the West towards the East, which, though nothing
ke so keen as in the States, still forms a link in the bond that
welding these coast communities together in readiness for the
iture that indisputably lies before them. Then again, in
1
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Vancouver the Asiatic is a prominent feature, for Japs ar
Chinese are here in great numbers. The latter form almost tl
only domestic servants, every well-to-do household having 01
or two. Numbers of people of good position, living in moderat
sized houses, such as would require two or three women servan
in England, are looked after from kitchen to garret by a sing
Chinaman who receives from five to eight pounds a month,
need not expatiate further on the labour-saving contrivanc
which assist the natural ability of the Canadian lady in settii
her house in order; but the Chinaman, if a good one, w
achieve so much himself as to leave his mistress a very reasonab
amount of freedom to enjoy society and enable her to enterta
in the quiet and rational way indulged in by the more sensib
people in the West. Everyone knows, of course, that your Chin
man is an autocrat, that he not only cooks the dinner, but som
times decides what it is to be, and has recipes that very often ha^
never seen the light in Christian characters or in Roman typ
but remain a mystery locked within his impenetrable brain,
am speaking now of the reasonably efficient or the entirely erl
cient Chinaman. There are plenty of another sort who woul
not be in the domestic market at all but for the almost comple
absence of female help. I am not going to write a treatise c
the Chinaman as a domestic or as anything else, common obje
of the highway as he is here. All except new comers are agree
that he is unfathomable, and the labouring classes of Britis
Columbia do not like him, though he fills a score of situatior
they will not, and indeed could not, fill themselves.
But it is by no means only as domestics that Chinamen fi
the breach and pile up dollars to send home to China. A
laundrymen they are conspicuous throughout Western Canad;
and monopolise the business. They are said to be hard o
linen. I have experienced their treatment for several month
together, and have not found this. At any rate, compared t
such British steam laundries as are within my experience, th
Chinaman is a gentle and considerate handler of one's shirts an
collars ; that he turns them out in the remotest Western villag
as well as the best London dressers, is a fact pleasing enough a
the moment, but irritating by contrast to that sad bungler, th
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;rage washerwoman of the provinces and the rural districts in
i old country. Indeed there is no part of Canada, French or
glish, in which these self-satisfied antediluvians, judged by
ults, would not be regarded as ridiculous impostors,
rhe washing-bill of the Chinaman is a mysterious document
I is mysteriously rendered. He creeps noislessly up to your
Iroom door in his soft shoes, and proclaiming his presence by
mock or an exclamation, both wholly uncanny, discloses an
parition that might well startle a nervous old lady, just
ived on the coast. With his pig-tail knotted at the back of
head, short, wide-sleeved, shapeless jacket of blue jean or
idred stuff, his unfathomable yellow face, and tin-kettle voice
uggling with a few English words necessary to the matter in
ad, he presents a paper. The dollars and cents are plain
augh, but the items are for his own, not for your benefit,
xigh this is of no consequence, as in such matters he is quite
iable. A young society woman of majestic appearance is said
have expressed much curiosity on one occasion to have the
jroglyphics on her laundry account rendered into English,
B address, that is, not the articles. She was not pleased when
B expert of the tea-party announced the reading as " Big long
>man, top hill."
What the Chinaman does, he does thoroughly. As a grower of
getables he notoriously excels. He will work on farms and
the lumber camps, on the wharves, and as already related as a
ld-washer and fisherman, though at the latter business the Jap
far more prominent. He is a steady consistent labourer, under
e force of a habif descended through countless generations.
Iready short-handed in this respect, I do not know what
itish Columbia would do without him, yet the white labourer
mts to keep him out. Of course the reasons he gives are mere
unding wind, the bellows being blown by the politician who
>ssibly disagrees in his heart with the tune. His propounded
asons may be good or bad, but they are not the ones he has in
e back of his mind, which are purely selfish, and have regard
keeping the province a paradise for the man who wants a
ort and perfunctory day's work for big pay as in Australia,
ereby retarding its development. The labouring classes of
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the great West, when their interests are concerned, drop ir
fictitious utterances, and even beliefs, with a readiness unnatu:
to a European atmosphere. The British Columbian world
man would persuade the public that the Chinaman is dirt
on the contrary, he is cleaner than the European-Americ
labouring man, whose pretensions to personal cleanliness wot
be ridiculous to anyone who knows anything about him at i
Stories of immorality have been manufactured wholesale, a:
have passed into articles of faith, which have very lit
truth in them. Nobody would desire an overwhelming Chine
population, but I believe the best men in the province wish
see them continuing to fill the place they do. They send th<
savings away, it is true, to China, where for the most part th
leave their families. On the other hand their labour aids in t
development of the country to an extent which should mc
than compensate for this loss, while the housewives of Briti
Columbia would be left absolutely without domestic help, a sta
of things which the working man is of course not very keen
alive to the evil of. In the adjoining territory of Washingt<
the tax on Chinamen entering the country is almost prohibitn
and so not a few enter it by way of Canada, packed in fn
boxes and by other stealthy methods, the relation of which a
sometimes more humorous than truthful. The Chinaman, tc
is fairly free with his money, and gives liberally to charities ar
charitable institutions, such as hospitals.
The lumbering business is naturally one of great import in
country famous not only for the density of its forests, but for tl
size of its trees. The Douglas fir is the greatest of these, ar
while occasionally reaching three hundred feet in height, will qui
commonly be more than half that altitude, with a diameter
five or six feet. The big trees in Stanley Park, which are mue
thicker than this, make good object studies for passing traveller
The yellow and red cedar is almost equally plentiful, and y<
more valuable. These varieties are the chief spoil of the lumbe
man, just as they give the chief character to the scenery, an
there is no occasion here to tabulate the less important tree
deciduous and evergreen, that are found among them.
Large saw-mills are a prominent object along Burrard inle
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hi lumber and roofing shingles are exported hence to all parts
lie world, the red cedar in particular making a picturesque
I durable roof. Here, as in Ontario, the lumberman, as the
litalist is called, buys or leases tracts far away in the backEntry, adjoining streams or lakes with outlets to sea, or rail to
port. Hither he takes his one or more gangs of twenty,
*ty, or forty men into camp, puts them under bosses, and
»visions them, having himself in the meantime an office in the
m, where the actual business is transacted. Into the deep
rs that run northward from Vancouver, a half-day's journey
steamer, such as Howe Sound, swift rivers like the Squamish
pty themselves, and up their tortuous courses between high
untains lumbering goes on apace.
[n Eastern Canada the long, hard winters and deep snow
1 more level country all assist the lumbermen to get their logs
:he edge of the waters with oxen and horses, while the certain
Dds, when the ice breaks, insure their passage downwards. In
itish Columbia wooden slides down the steep slopes have
en to be used for fetching down the huge fir and cedar logs,
lie donkey engines are more often necessary than with the
aller timber and smooth surface of the east. The necessary
ads to wash them down the shallow, broken rivers are not
vays forthcoming, and sometimes, on the other hand, are
nously violent. They may be looked for also in the autumn,
the seasons for cutting and driving logs,, where the best British
>lumbia timber grows, are not necessarily guided by the cusns of Canada. On the other hand, an acre of good British
>lumbia timber land will produce infinitely more marketable
iff than in Ontario or Quebec, half a million of feet being not
common. The lumberman has to take many financial risks: his
y roll goes on whether his logs get out quickly or not, though, on
e other hand, his profits are large. He has long journeys in all
gathers, through deep snows in winter, through mosquito and
ack-fly haunted woods in summer, over rough trails, stormy
pids or frozen lakes. Capitalist, more or less, and often large
pitalist as he is, a good deal of endurance and a good deal of
evitable roughing it falls to his lot at various periods of his life,
)wever luxurious his town house and comfortable his offices.
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But the life has great fascinations for many men, e^
apart from its money making possibilities. But the manipulat
and management of gangs of the roughest class of men in a den
cratic country does not come readily to every one, while outs
the capacity to value standing timber over large areas,
lumberman has to understand transport and supply business a
be in touch with his markets. I cannot myself recall e
meeting an Englishman engaged as principal in the lum
business in Canada.1 It seems to be in the blood of the Canad
of a certain temperament, and its somewhat complex mystei
come naturally to his understanding. Good lumber, however
in great demand nowadays, and perhaps the risks are less tl
they used to be, though the cost of production is said
have increased 60 per cent, in the last five years in Onta:
At any rate, your elderly or middle-aged Canadian luml
merchant is generally an interesting man, and has an am
fund of experiences relating to adventures by flood and for
and to the humours and performances of the wild class who he
worked under him in wild regions, while his fish and bear stor
will take a great deal of beating.
1
English capital is now being invested in timber limits and saw-mills
British Columbia with good prospects where the management is judicious.
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CHAPTER XVI.
r seems a curious thing at the first hearing that the capital
British Columbia should be on an island forty or fifty
js out in the Pacific and itself some eighty miles by steamer
i its sister city and chief port. But thus it is, and that the
ions who quite recently christened the city of Vancouver had
wit enough with the great island of that name staring them
jhe face to make some other selection may well pass the
erstanding of mortal man. Imagine a great mainland
rince, a good deal bigger than England and Scotland, with
sland to the west of it nearly the size of Ireland. Continuing
parallel, think of Liverpool as the chief city and port of a
ly-populated Great Britain. Then imagine Ireland to be
sd Liverpool Island, and, lastly, the capital of the whole
atry not to be the growing and larger city of the mainland,
a somewhat smaller place on the island which bears the other
's name ! When I solemnly affirm that during a protracted
i to the coast I received letters from Canadian friends, or, I
aid say, eventually received them, showing very plainly on
outside of the envelope their unmistakable confusion of mind
these matters, English people may surely be forgiven if
icouver island carrying Victoria, the capital, upon it and
icouver city are altogether too much for them. A more
berate, short-sighted and deplorable piece of folly in a place
ie has surely never been perpetrated in the history of colonisaI, and the inconvenience of it will continue into remote times,
licularly in the postal department. Canadians complain, and
p. truth, that English people are hopelessly vague on the
iments of Canadian geography, and their vagueness often goes
bnd mere geography. I know that it is of no use telling
jglish readers that there are numbers of English people of the
tcated and upper classes who do not know the difference
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between Canada and the United States, or to whom i
respectively belong, because they will not believe it. Opf
tunities of discovering these gems do not so often come
their way; but any Canadian conversant with social life h
or any Englishman whose interests frequently make Can
the matter of conversation, could cite innumerable install
giving the heroes or heroines of them, with their names ;
addresses if necessary.
To cull a specimen or two from a collection that could
amplified from one's own and one's friends' experience to j
extent. A well-known Toronto personage, of strong Tory ;
anti-American proclivities, a fact which lends further spice
the incident if any were needed, was introduced at a rec
tion in London during the Coronation season to a lady
such distinction as is conferred by a respectable name, a g<
deal of money and a penchant for figuring in as many hea
social functions as she had strength for, who thus addressed hi
" It was so splendid of you dear, brave Canadians to come o
and fight for us in the war, more particularly so soon after y
poor, dear President's death " (meaning McKinley).
Another lady during the same period, having examined.
men of a Canadian cavalry detachment camped at the.Alexan
Palace, with much the pose she would assume at a Wild W
Exhibition, remarked to an officer: " Do all the tribes speak
good English as you do ? "
Soon after the Sackville-West incident at Washington, wl
that ambassador was recalled for indiscretion at the request
President McKinley, a Canadian lady friend of mine was I
dinner party at an English country house, having just cross
the Atlantic, and was taken in by a prosperous hunting pars*
When the fact transpired that she was Canadian, her neighbc
by way of making conversation, remarked : " I think you treal
Sackville-West very badly the other day." My friend, thinki
he had misunderstood her, reminded him again that she wai
Canadian.
" Yes, yes" he replied ; "all the same, I think your peo]
behaved most unfairly sending him home like that." £j
began to think he was mad, and repeated the fact tlj
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: was Canadian two or three times over very clearly and
piratically.
But it was no use ; he could not take it in, and after once
>re protesting against the injustice of Sackville-West's treatin t by the Government at Washington, the matter dropped, so
at least as the parson was concerned. My friend was, of
irse, wholly bewildered, but learned with some surprise, in the
iwing-room after dinner, that, so far from being a lunatic, the
r
erend gentleman held a good living, and was a magistrate
d a sportsman, and what more need a man want as witness
his intelligence?
On the other hand, so far as geography is concerned, you could
arly always turn the tables over on a Canadian by asking him
tether Sydney is the capital of Victoria or New South Wales,
d what are the approximate situations of Perth, Adelaide, or
isbane.
As one steams out of Vancouver Harbour bound for Vanaver island, and more particularly for Victoria, the capital of
itish Columbia, on its southernmost point, eighty miles away,
is well to be on deck and lose nothing of the spectacle.
>oking backward up Burrard inlet, beyond the city, the
Duntains through which on our way here we followed the
aser River unfold themselves in a long vista of ascending
ights. Immediately from the northern shore of the Narrows,
it a few hundred yards wide, and through which the tide rushes
th great force, the coast mountains, draped in evergreens and
pped with snow, spring in broken masses to the skyline.
>uthward, again, of the narrow channel is the long wooded
aiinsula of Stanley Park; its rocky walls gay with the
itumnal hues of moss, fern and vine, and casting brilliant
dours on the clear, green tide that laps their base. Queeriaped, high-prowed, double-masted boats rowed by Indians,
tired in gaudy shawls,, crawl along the shore, dwellers for the
ost part by the waterside in rude shacks. High-coloured, full
id almost rosy-cheeked are these Siwash and other British
olumbia Indians ; active and quite useful members of society,
Dt only as fishermen—which is their speciality—but in many
:her paths of industry. As they were warlike and formidable
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above others in quite recent times, so they have proved thei
selves among the best of Indians since they have accept
modern conditions in philosophic fashion.
Outside the Narrows, the high shores upon the north and I
low coast running down to the delta of the Fraser on the sou
open rapidly. The wide entrance to How Sound, wrhich pierc
the mountains in fjord-like fashion, is passed, on the one han
on the other, the far-stretching flats and shallows, which f
many weeks in summer and early autumn are dimpled with tl
fishing fleets. Beyond this mouth of the Fraser rises tl
Olympian range in Washington, with its long array of sno\
capped peaks, while ahead of us the dim uplands of Vancouv
He across the horizon and break the force of the Pacific.
But the approach to Vancouver island is not so simple, pe
haps, as I have made it appear. You may cross direct 1
Nanaimo, which lies opposite Vancouver city, some forty mile
across the Straits of Georgia, by small steamers. But th
ordinary channel of intercourse between the mainland and th
island is by the large Canadian Pacific steamers which lea\
Vancbver for Victoria, after the arrival of the daily throug
train from the east. These, after clearing the capes of Burrar
inlet, turn due south, and after a couple of hours of open wate
enter the beautiful archipelago of small islands which fring
the eastern shore of the greater island of Vancouver. Th
passage by which the steamer winds its way through them is si
narrow in some places that you could throw a stone on shore
They seem mainly wooded, but on some there are patches o
open prairie, and considerable tracts cleared by the settlers, xvhi
are fairly numerous, and whose residences nestle snugly by th<
shore. These last are not the abodes of rude squatters, bu
very often of people of refinement and education, who make;
sheep farming or fruit raising subsidiary to the enjoyment of i
quiet life upon a small income far from the madding crowd
For the first of these industries the absence of the wild animals]
which are still numerous on the mainland, is a particular advan|
tage, while the climate is as favourable for mankind as it is"
delightful.
Some of the islands rise to considerable altitudes, others are!
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smoother surface, about a fourth of which, speaking generally,
fertile. A t any rate, they are very beautiful to look at, and
>rt of all kinds, by land and water, is available. Like the rest of
acouver, they are free from that pest the mosquito and his vile
le companion the black fly, which, by the way, I am afraid I
re not said enough about, seeing how ubiquitous both are in
ir season in all the wild or semi-wild regions from Halifax to
ncouver, flourishing alike in prairie and in woodland. This
Ission arises from no personal immunity, for I once spent the
ee months of their most virulent activity in their very inner
ictuary in the far depths of Ontario forests, an experience to
ich the ordinary mosquito annoyance of the farming countries
1 towns in these days is a trifle. On the unopened portion of
} mainland of British Columbia I believe they would challenge
nparison with any section, and Vancouver island may count
freedom from them as no mean asset. A n hour or so of
aming down the coast, after emerging from the islands through
a*o Strait, brings one into the landlocked harbour of Victoria,
ich occupies the southernmost point of the island,
r h e island of Vancouver is about two hundred and eighty
[es in length, and runs northward parallel with the coast, and
5 an average width of about fifty miles. This southernmost
tnt is fairly level, and is cleared, settled, and penetrated with
Dd roads, for about twenty miles back from the city. On the
>t shore a strip of partially settled country extends for seventy
les to Nanaimo opposite Vancouver city, a coal-mining centre
d harbour of much importance. Adjoining this strip are the
labited islands of the archipelago already noticed. Outside
ise comparatively narrow limits the island is wild, mountainous,
est-clad, unsurveyed, and in part even unexplored; of little
mediate value for farming, but full of promise for minerals of
kinds. W e are concerned here with that southern and south|tern fraction of the island, which is all that as yet counts for
ich except with the prospector and the sportsman.
Now, Victoria, which contains a little over 20,000 souls, has
maracter all its own among British North American towns.
5 before related, it grew out of the gold rush in the 'fifties and
3 Hudson Bay officials, who were there even before that. Its
c.
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nose has naturally been somewhat put out of joint by the sudc
uprising of Vancouver. Still, all the Pacific liners going to a
from the latter make Victoria a point of call. It has dir
shipping connection, too, with the States to the south, and w
the Yukon country in the far north, and is a great outfitting po
for miners and fishermen. It does some manufacturing busine
moreover, particularly in iron. Lastly, it is the capital of 1
province, and, well knowing its undoubtedly inconvenient siti
tion for this purpose, its friends, at that time numerically stroi
caused public buildings of such magnificence to be erected t h
that future legislatures, however preponderating the mainla
population may become, are likely to hesitate long before tl
sacrifice them and move the centre of government elsewhe
This, at least, is the mainlanders' story. But it is not only
these solid advantages that Victorians particularly pride the
selves, but rather on the fact that their town and neighbourhc
is more English than any other in the whole of the gr
Dominion. T h e people of Vancouver city declare that 1
* accent of native Victorians is more English than that of E n g k
herself, and it is an open secret that these satirical remarks
not resented by the properly-constituted islander. I think
voices modulate and soften as you draw towards the Pac
coast, but in Victoria, among the educated classes, the voice i
tone is again almost literally that of the old country. At '
same time, it is perhaps not realised that educated Engl
people of equally irreproachable habit of speech, who wo
notice no difference whatever among themselves, actually
differ so much in the ears of Americans or Canadians as
mark the distinction between intelligibility and incoherer
Canadians, like Americans, frequently use the term " Englis
accent to denote the somewhat unfamiliar sounding speech
the stranger from the old country within their gates, and hor
staying Britons not unnaturally think this an immense joke wl
they read of it. But if they lived for some years in t h
countries, and got their ears thoroughly attuned to the vari<
modulations and intonations around them, even though til
kept their own, they would nevertheless hear the speech spoken
educated English men and women as others hear it when t |
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urn, and I promise them it would be an interesting experience.
py would understand, presuming, of course, they were capable
receiving impressions and had something of an ear for this
;t of thing, what Americans meant by an English accent.
tey would be surprised to detect a number of notes that jarred
them as affectations, of which they were formerly unconscious.
iey would notice a number of tricks and haltings of speech, of
:onsequent utterances and jerkiness, to which they had long
Bn a stranger. The rendering of their parts by the average
icial of a cathedral would strike strangely on their ear as
newhat effeminate and overdone. At any rate, they would
ve a little sympathy for the over-sea Anglo-Saxon, who,
rhaps for want of a better word, falls back on the terms English
;ent and "very English accent" to express his meaning, which is
ar enough. Above all the returning Englishman of reasonable
rspicuity would realise the wide divergencies of voice, modulan, intonation, and directness among his acquaintances of
wisely the same rank and training that had formerly escaped
notice, and would understand why one educated English
atleman goes about the United States without hitch or difficulty
conversation and another almost requires an interpreter, and
Bn makes the rude and untutored laugh. Of course, I am not
erring to people tainted with provincialisms or vulgarisms,
lich is wholly another matter and quite irrelevant. Nor, again,
1 I drawing invidious comparisons, but merely stating facts
it are of common knowledge to every Englishman who spends
lg periods upon the other side. Whatever type of intonation
I Canadian or the American, according to his section or his
.ss, may use, he always talks clearly and straight along. The
ctorian, though he cannot achieve the accent of a minor canon,
vond a doubt owns an English accent, though not, perhaps, a
ffl English accent; but then he beats his way along in measured
nellow tones, and does not present such varieties of tone and
lection as the European Briton, though really I suppose it is the
lies who are mostly concerned in this harmless rivalry of accent
th the mainlanders.
But this disquisition has gone too far. What Victoria also
es is to afford a refuge for the man with social tastes and
D D 2
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comparatively small means, who may or may not h;
completed his life's work, but at any rate wants to enjoy 1
advantages of a pleasant place, a splendid, though not v<
bracing climate, agreeable society and ample scope for recreati
without feeling that he is regarded as a loafer for not having
office down town.
Many ex-military and naval men are settled here. Ma
native Victorians, too, who have inherited money or prope
from fathers and grandfathers who got in here early, lead lives
comparative ease. Victoria, as every one knows, is an import;
naval station, Esquimault, four miles away, being the act
harbour; and here, too, is a battery of artillery and a corps
engineers, while the Lieutenant-Governor of British Colum
resides in a new official residence on the hill above the townthe person, at the present time, of a venerable and most popu
French-Canadian gentleman of the old school, Sir Henri J
de Lothbiniere. Even the exigencies of Canadian politics, whi
as a rule, in these days run on wholly democratic lines, still ci
cede something in the case of Lieutenant-Governorships
tradition, and Victoria, at any rate, being both a small a
extremely sociable place, would doubtless make a great toif it were treated otherwise by the Ottawa Government. He
ever, there are now six Canadian peers, as many baronets, a
thirty-six knights of various orders to draw upon, though th
is doubtless room for discretion even in this exalted sphere.
structure and appearance Victoria is much like other Canad:
towns : grey-stone or red-brick in its business streets, while
majority of its residential avenues and suburban villas are
wood. The harbour winds narrow and river-like into the v<
centre of the town, and is full of craft of all sizes. On one ba
the main part of the town slopes gently upwards, rising ultimate
into higher ridges. On the other, those extremely fine Pari
ment buildings, already alluded to, stand in a small park. Hi
sit the single elective assembly of about forty members w
legislate for British Columbia, and, as in the other provinces, i
paid; and here are the Government departments—agricultu
mines, education, and law—spaciously housed. The buildir
are well worth a visit, if only to see the fine museums, contain!
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phibitions of the timber, mineral, and cereal productions of the
ovince, particularly the large hall devoted to stuffed specimens
|the wild animals, birds and insects -of the country.
But the park, outside the town, towards the shore line facing
e coast of Washington and the huge ramparts of the Olympian
nge, is a matter of very particular pride to Victorians. Now,
ks do not grow on the mainland of British Columbia; but here
i the island the English oak, rugged, solitary and venerable,
;es from green English-looking pastures, and as the soft, moist
nd rattles their brown withered leaves and the sombre greyness
a mild November day lies upon land and sea, there is a sniff
England such as could not possibly be inhaled in any part
the North American continent at any season of the year,
andering along the pleasant avenues of cedar, maple, arbutus
fir, with open commons broken by outcropping crests of rock
id slopes of turf, you may follow a firm but tortuous road
ang a low cove-indented coast line that would certainly make
permanent exile homesick, if homesickness were possible in such
pleasant place as Victoria. On the mainland the enormous
mbre fir trees and the overpowering, all-pervading impenetrable
rests surround every spot where man has not hewed an opening
r his town, his village, or his farm. But here, for a few miles
any rate, is a breezy open country. Such light woodlands
it carried vanished long ago, save those preserved for use
ornament. Country houses stand picturesquely perched on
lolls or hill sides. Stretches of stubble or meadow, sprinkled
ith horses, cattle or sheep, spread pleasantly between their farmlildings. Market gardens and fruit orchards are dotted over
ie rolling landscape, and among the scattered fir woods there is
nple deciduous timber, maple, willow, and cottonwood to light
ie scene with the last flicker of their autumn fires. This very
>ast road, winding around the sloping headlands of rock and
irf and ferns, receives the pressure of one's feet with that soft
it still firm, gritty sensation peculiar to so many roads along
Le southern English seacoast when moistened by autumn
imp. And here at last, unlike other Canadian golf links, kept
layable by large expenditure in summer and closed by ice and
low in winter, is a veritable English course, stretching along
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the margin of the low rocky shore, and with the except
of a neighbour, the only one in all Canada that admits
winter golf amid the atmosphere and surroundings of E
Lothian, or, I should say rather, of Hampshire or North Dev
Here, for instance, is a putting-green where too strong an appro;
would send the ball trickling down on to the pebbly beach or
which the tide is quickly surging between outstretching ledges
seaweed-covered rock. An inspection of the greens, howei
will reveal unmistakably the greater dryness, though not
think, the greater heat, of the Victorian summer.
As on the mainland, the annual rainfall is considerably grea
than that of southern England, but in the summer months, tal
alone, is actually less. Victoria, however, is not so wet a spot
Vancouver, having an annual precipitation of from forty to fi
inches. The summer heat very rarely reaches eighty degre
and in winter the thermometer seldom registers ten degrees
frost. This I gather from the official tables, covering seve
years. Putting all these things together, it will be readily und
stood why the turf mats and the white clover blooms by •
roadside, why ivy climbs about the porches; why the sa
odours seem to float on the breeze, and the earth and all tl
grows on it seems to give out its scents laden with that in<
scribable fresh moisture so peculiar to a British atmosphere.
But standing here by the shore, or indeed anywhere on t
side of Victoria, and looking out to sea, all thoughts of Deve
shire or Sussex fly in a moment; for across what looks like
narrow strait, hut is in reality nearly thirty miles in breadth
long line of glittering snowy peaks cut the sky. Of all 1
panoramas I have ever seen in North America only the dista
view of the Rockies from the prairie will compare with t
spectacle of these Olympian Mountains rising sheer out of the s
Though the atmosphere is soft and often grey like that of Brita
its infinitely greater clearness is fully demonstrated here in
most emphatic manner. The Strait of Juan de Fuca, dividi
Vancouver from the American mainland and opening to t
ocean, is just here something wider than the Straits of Dov
But these snowy heights, so far up in the sky, with the da
masses of mountain side lowering gloomily between them a
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ie sparkling sea below, give the latter the appearance of a
lere estuary. This, however, as a matter of scale and distance,
iems almost as nothing when you turn and look over your left
loulder. For yonder, just eighty miles away in an air line,
[ount Baker springs up as ghostly and aggressive to all appearaces as when we saw it at half the distance from the junction
f the Fraser and the Stave. Indeed, I should like to know
ow far one has to travel on the way to China before this
straordinary peak sinks into the ocean.
Esquimault (with the accent on the second syllable) lies on
ie further side of Victoria. A n extension of the. electric car
Brvice, which serves the latter,' carries you thither through
r
oody and rocky suburbs.
Here, in a deep land-locked
arbour of exceeding picturesqueness, the war-vessels of the
lacific Squadron have their anchorage. There is a dry dock,
Do, a naval arsenal and barracks, where British troops, as I
ave already stated, have their quarters, and enjoy them, I fancy,
s much as they do in the ever popular Halifax. T h e grey walls
nd crags of rock around the harbour are feathered thickly
fith small pines and cedars of brilliant green, and covered
nth delicate mosses of bright and tender h u e s ; and there
\ a fine vista from near the barracks of verdant meadows,
prinkled with trees, stretching downwards to the brink of the
ea, with the always dominant Olympians glittering in the sky
feyond.
T h e great Canadian banks are as much in evidence on the
nain streets of Victoria as elsewhere, and the agencies ot
amiliar eastern houses, inscribed upon plate-glass windows
md over doors meet the eye in all directions. T h e shops are
ixcellent, but their wares are, of course, dearer than in the
iast; and even food of most kinds, particularly small products,
such as poultry, eggs and butter, are considerably higher in
price than in Toronto—a condition of things which is partly due
:o the fact that the producers of the neighbouring districts have
aot quite caught up the de*mand,and partly, no doubt, on account
Df the higher price of manufactured goods. Nor, again, is there
any coin in British Columbia of less value than five cents. The
streets are wide, and the residential quarters roomy and well
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planted, but rents are high. The crowd is curiously cosna
politan. What with Chinese, Japs and Indians, soldiers ar
man-of-war's-men, sailors of all nations, together with Englis
Victorian, and Canadian residents, there is none of the un
formity of an Ontario town. There is an excellent club an
a wooden cathedral, of unassuming architecture but mue
dignity of situation. And if any stranger was inclined 1
forget that Victoria was not a mere jumped-up western tow
a large shady cemetery, crammed with gravestones and mom
ments that time has used roughly, would remind him of h
error. " What Victoria wants," said one eastern drummer 1
another on the steamer, as I was myself proceeding thithe
" is a new first-class hotel." " No," said his friend, " there
something Victoria needs far more, and that is about fifty firs
class funerals." This merely illustrates the popular notion c
the mainland that Victoria is reactionary and easy-going i
business, and gives itself social airs. As a matter of fact, fc
a town of twenty odd thousand souls, Victoria does a great de;
of business, though it does it quietly, and perhaps reserves ii
outward enthusiasm for more frivolous affairs. A Vancouve
wag will tell you that if there is a cricket match between th
town and the garrison business is suspended for the day. Th
cricket season was over when I was there, but the Victoria
seemed to me to get around the business blocks pretty quickl
in spite of his English accent. There is, of course, an immens
deal of local interest in minerals and mines, mainly prospects
at present, but the island is a vast wilderness of little prove
but undoubtedly great possibilities.
But the Chinese quarter is one great feature of the town, an
contains entire streets devoted wholly to the mysterious Mongolia
and his more mysterious ways. Having a friend in one of th
chartered banks, who had of necessity a business acquaintanc
with quite a number of the Chinese merchants there, we mad
a pilgrimage through the quarter under somewhat favourabl
circumstances, and visited shop after Shop crammed with good
of all kinds from the Flowery Land, the comestible department
emitting flavours mainly disagreeable, but always of a kin<
absolutely novel to an unsophisticated European nose. An<
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B watched the bookkeepers making their entries in Chinese
jiaracters and in upside-down Chinese fashion, and shook hands
id talked with such merchants as my friend was accustomed to
ovide with drafts on Pekin, and that could speak some English,
ie or two of them being obviously far removed in breeding
id appearance from the common ruck, though adhering to the
dinary Chinese dress of the rest. W e went into a joss-house,
o, and in the dim light of the single lamp that is never extinlished, wondered—being then without a native guide—at the
range creatures of diverse colours and forms fantastic who
Dk after the soul of the Chinaman in this eminently practical
id uncongenial country, so remote from the bones of his
icestors. But, after all, this is a bit of China pure and simple,
d quite exotic to British Columbia. Let us away, then, for a
ief trip into the fresh open country, which will have more
traction, for some of my readers at least, than any part of
Ictoria, whether Chinese or British.
The settled, or to be more precise, the partially settled, portion
Vancouver is but a trifling fragment of its whole, a narrow
*ip running north from Victoria up the coast facing the mainad for some eighty miles, having the railroad which makes its
rminus at Nanaimo as its artery. Tributary to this are offoots of settlement running inland on the one side, while upon
e other are the islands already threaded in our passage to
ictoria. T h e character of the country is hilly, and clad with
rests, chiefly evergreen, like the lower mainland, but not quite
heavy and difficult to clear. There are numerous valleys,
>wever, carrying only willow and alder growth, which are easily
Baned up and very fertile. There are stretches of oak forest
sre and there that are also easily cleared, being thin on the land,
aich is always of the finest quality; and there are numerous
kes and streams holding t r o u t . a n d sea-trout, while salmon
>ound in the salt water.
What is known as the Cowichan district, with its chief station
Duncans, about half-way to Nanaimo, is the most notable and
)pular section. Most of the settlers are from the old country,
id quite a number of them retired military and naval men, or
aat is generically known as the younger son. As most of these
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enjoy, I believe, small private incomes or pensions, which
three times as far under an enforced if cheerfully accepted si
plicity of life as they would in the old country, farming mi
be considered in their cases an accessory rather than a rrn
source of livelihood.
It is always difficult to estimate under these conditions t
profits and loss in the agricultural account, but that a delight
life for those who have a turn that way can be enjoyed is
matter beyond dispute, and Vancouver is better suited to tl
upon the whole than any portion of His Majesty's Noi
American dominions. But a word or two of this later, lest
should be supposed that no serious farming was prosecuted
this, the crack district of Vancouver, and that there were
settlers who made it their main business.
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T h e Cowichan district, for instance, supports a creamery, cc
tributed to by over fifty farmers and five hundred cows. It I
also an agricultural society, and a flock-master's association, :
the raising of sheep in small flocks has few drawbacks as
industry, for the proximity of the wild beasts of the forest i:
naturally decreasing danger. Hence one motive for living on
island in the adjoining archipelago. Wheat and oats are gro^
in various districts and yield fairly well. Clover and grasses
various sorts do well, maturing before the dry summer seas
sets in.
In short, everything that grows on the mainlai
including all the fruits, flourish on the island where the land
suitable. T h e clearing of land, however, is expensive, costi
forty to one hundred dollars, but all over Canada, as in t
States, people shift their occupations. Farms are constantly
the market, and I am told, even if I required the telling, tl
cleared and improved land with buildings can be bought in t
settled districts of Vancouver island and its adjacent archipela
much cheaper relatively than wild land, though of trifling prii
cost, can be cleared, stumped, fenced, and built upon. Prie
under these conditions are difficult to quote, but in the Noi
Saanich district, fifteen miles from Vancouver, long opened a
smooth farms carrying tolerable homesteads were various
rated to me by a local expert on the spot at thirty to fii
dollars an acre.
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A pleasant day may be spent in this Saanich peninsula by
ie visitor to Victoria, either with a view of seeing a pretty
mntry and some charming water scenery or of taking stock of
ie farming. There are first-rate roads for fifteen or twenty
lies back from Victoria, and a light railway, whose engines
jll burn wood, reminding one of old days on the Grand Trunk
id its branch lines in Ontario, runs to Sydney—a hotel and
uster of houses on the east coast—whence a small steamer
mnects with the beautiful islands, large and small, settled and
isettled, off the shore. I have pleasant recollections of a long
ly spent in this past November, wandering afoot and in leisurely
shion about the neighbourhood of Sydney, whither the brisk
id busy little train had deposited us betimes in the morning,
fe had steamed there through a rolling country, partly cleared in
nail farms and partly in timber of small or moderate growth, and
eturesquely broken about midway by a forest-girdled lake. At
vdney, however, we walked out into a very gracious level belt
:
clear farming country bounded by wooded hills, while the blue
aters of an island-sheltered bay lapped on the shore. It was
glorious day in mid-November: not one of those brilliant
ageants, ablaze with gorgeous colouring and canopied by a
right blue sky, such as the middle States provide in autumn,
ar yet the keen, stimulating, breezy transparency of the prairie
L October, but an absolute reproduction of the best sample of
ay England can produce in early November—balmy and
reamy with subdued sunlight. It was quite an old settled
Duntry, for orchards had grown up level with the chimney tops
f the modest frame houses. We strolled along admirable roads
eside level, well-fenced fields, whence clover or oats had been
at in the past summer. We sat on fences and gossiped with
irmers, who seemed here to be the outcome in themselves or
ieir fathers of the old mining influx of the 'fifties and 'sixties,
'here was little labour here except the actual owners of these
eaceful-looking farms, spreading back from the sea between
'ooded hills. The soil looked good, but might have been
idifferently farmed. Content, rather than the air of bustling
•rogress now characteristic of the prairies, seemed to reign here.
)ur goal was the farm of a friend, one of greater pretension
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than most of the others, and tenanted by a Cornishman dairyir
on a good scale, on the far side of the peninsula. Our roc
thither was the duplicate of an English lane in character, seer
and bordering foliage, for the fences were so buried in ferns ar
briar roses, blackberries and Scotch broom, that the cedar rai
were invisible. On the short green turf by the roadside tl
yellow autumn leaves of overhanging willows and maples we
sprinkled thickly, and now and again the mountain ash swur
its dark red berries over our heads. A few sheep were nibblir
at the clover, rye-grass, or timothy pastures—Southdowns <
Shropshires—and the pigs, like those of the most civilise
countries at this season, were enjoying a free range on tl
stubble and a licence to root to their heart's content. He:
in this smooth sequestered vale, as in the neighbourhood
Victoria, the English environment is rudely shattered as oi
turns and looks away southward and westward. For abo^
the pleasant homely foreground, without a glimpse of anythir
between, the crests of the Olympian Mountains, now nearly fifl
miles off, glitter along the sky, and the white-robed pyramid <
our old friend Mount Baker, much further off, is still watchir
us as if he were a native of Saanich instead of the pride of
far-away American State.
A turn down a woodland road of natural grass through wal
of lofty cedar splashed with the gold of cottonwoods, and we wei
at our friend's homestead. The farm lay below us, spreading ov<
the shallow valley and up the fringe of the wooded slopes beyone
nearly all grass, and looking exceedingly trim with the broo
edges cleaned and the fences in good order. Some forty mile
cows were the main instruments in producing the owner's rei
and his tenant's livelihood on this handsome little two hundrec
acre estate, and in consuming the clover and timothy, red top an
orchard grass, that looked so fresh and green in the slantin
tempered rays of the November sun. At the west end of th
valley and of the farm a wall of sombre forest shut in the vie^
but an opening cut through it for the purpose showed the wate
of Saanich arm shining beyond.
A Cornishman does not lose his native accent in twent
years, and my host for the day, originally a dairy farmer in tha
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electable county, had been for this period in the western States
kd British Columbia without greatly disturbing it. Nor would
ly sane person wish it replaced by the dulcet tones of Montana
• Oregon ! W e strolled all over the farm, and I learned that the
irprisingly level and thrifty look of the aftermath was partly due
> a dressing of phosphate, somewhat enterprising on Vancouver
land. It is not indeed very often that one finds a practical
nglish farmer pursuing his native art on the other side, and his
Sections are always interesting, both social and otherwise, though
must not enlarge on them here. There was no difficulty in
illing milk three miles from a railway on a good road. There
as much more trouble about labour and getting the milking
id farm work done on a place of this size. My host condered that the white labour to be had in Vancouver at twentyve dollars a month was a sad waste of money. Chinamen at
fteen dollars, in his opinion, were infinitely more remunerative,
he former took a positive delight in doing a minimum of
ork, and when your back was turned in doing none at all, and,
irthermore, made a point of leaving abruptly and at the most
[convenient time. T h e Chinaman, on the contrary, though
ower, never left off working, and my host declared that he
Duld leave the place for two or three days at a time, if business
jquired, yet the Chinaman pursued his task as conscientiously
3 if his employer were standing over him. In a rough pasture by
ie woods there was a brood mare or two, Shire or Clyde, and
Dme colts—heavy horses were the only sort, my Cornish friend
lid, that had a reliable market—and on the same large pasture
r
ere English oaks, scattered amid beds of bracken, whence
mglish pheasants were continually springing, though at safe
nough distances, even had we been armed, and scudding away
Dwards the thicker woods which bordered the estate. Even
ly practical companion said that he often fancied himself back
gain on his farm in Cornwall. T h e grouping of the woods,
tie green meadows, the oak trees, the ferns and the atmosphere
11 worked on t h e imagination of even this unimaginative
griculturist, who had wandered so far and so widely since he
-ft the old country. W e had an excellent tea in the farmouse, at which a neighbouring farmer's wife, of Nova Scotian
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origin, and a parson from Ontario assisted, and leaving o
host and his two Chinamen to the milking of forty Shoi
horn cows, after inspecting a couple of extremely serviceabl
looking red bulls in loose boxes, we started off on our wa
back to Sydney through the pleasant cedar and broom-scent
lanes in the fast gathering twilight.
But Cowichan and its neighbourhood on this same ea
coast, twenty miles to the north, on the Nanaimo railroad, wi
the adjoining islands, is the favourite haunt of the gentlem;
emigrants, who seem the chief element among the old count
settlers which Vancouver receives. If there is a country whe
this kind of settlement should prosper within the limitations
sets itself, it is surely this portion of Vancouver. Colonies
young Englishmen who have nothing but their farms to live upc
always have, and probably always will, fail when packed togethe
for reasons given elsewhere in this book, and familiar to i
North America. But the Vancouver settlers in most cases ha1
incomes apart from their farms, which are usually small ar
manageable in area and comfortable in residence. A well-knov
English sportsman and author of merit, far beyond that requisi
for the relation of big game shooting, who has long made h
home on Vancouver island, considers that an Englishman a
get more fun, sport and good living, for two hundred poun<
per annum than he could get for a thousand pounds a year
the old country, and I can quite believe it. Indeed, I shou
say that Vancouver, but for its remoteness, has a greater list I
attractions for this class than any other region in Canad
unless perhaps the Okanagan district of the mainland. Tl
climate has no extremes. Few Englishmen like a quite equab
all the year round climate, however good, but prefer a sprin
summer, autumn and winter, and it better suits their constiti
tions. Here they get the four English seasons in man
respects improved upon. The country is absolutely health
There are no mosquitoes. The scenery is beautiful, the so
is good, and living for many reasons easy. Fishing, boating
sailing and shooting are excellent, and at the settler's doo
while a vast, scarcely trodden wilderness beyond offers unlimite
openings to the more serious big game hunter. With a railwa
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iadily accessible to most people, the resident of the Cowichan
[strict can place himself within a couple of hours in one of the
leasantest towns in the Dominion of Canada.
This is not, perhaps, the country for the strenuous life any
lore than is the prairie for the Britisher who wants a farm as an
Ijunct to an income. T h e simplicity of existence in Vancouver,
id the ease with which most necessaries are produced, makes
ving of course peculiarly cheap, as the requirements of towns
:e largely dispensed with, as are its social aspirations. Picnics,
nail dances, and a great deal of good fellowship are indulged in
y the settlers of these districts, I am told by those of them
horn I have met, while numbers, at the same time, do a great deal
f more serious work—raising fruit, sheep, and dairy produce,
or a family man with a pension or small income, fond of country
fe, there can be no question of the attractions of the island.
LS to young unmarried men who, if they could not make
clear living out of a small farm, would certainly be comfortble with another fifty pounds a year, it is difficult to say.
'he average Canadian looks on such a career with contempt.
Ie wants to " get there " like the American. T h e Canadian of
ie same class as the Vancouver settlers, with rare exceptions,
oes not touch farming, but goes into business or professions to
lake money, and he would not understand the Englishman's
oint of view. T h e other class who do go into farming, are
nergetic and valuable people, but the scheme of life as it
ppears to some educated Englishmen, would be quite beyond
ieir comprehension, which, broadly speaking, is wholly material
nd that of a Government school. Which is right, who shall say ?
>ut it is very difficult for most Canadians of any class to give
icid advice to certain types of Englishmen. T h e Canadian
dvises him from his own point of view, whereas the other, not
nowing enough to understood that this is different from his
wn, very often suffers unnecessary and useless discomfort in
Dllowing it. T h e young Englishman to whom it is really vital
o make a living, and yet lives on remittances from home,
riiich he " blows" in a saloon, is of course a contemptible
>erson. But a steady young man of prosperous family, who
Las no yearning for banks or brokers' offices, and does not
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particularly care about city amusements, but really loves count
life, why should he not expend a thousand pounds in a hon
more or less productive of income in Vancouver or anywhe
else? And furthermore, why should he not have the san
allowance that the family estate, whether landed or coi
mercial, admits of, as his brother in the army, without beii
contemptuously spoken of as a remittance man ? The said remi
tance, for that matter, may be the young man's actual rightperhaps part of a settlement, for all his critics know. T]
western scheme of life, a know-nothing worship of hard wo:
and dollars, is excellent for a new country, but it is not tl
life's ideal of the majority of the enlightened and cultivate
people on the earth's surface to-day, nor will it ever be. £
Oxford graduate, for instance, who prefers to live on the islai
of Vancouver, where his social surroundings are more congeni
than they would be in a farming district of Ontario, becau
he likes fruit growing or sheep farming, yet has enough mom
to save him from sleepless nights if anything goes wrong,
not a man to be jeered at for this happy independence ai
useful taste. If he makes but fifty, nay five acres bloom th
was a wilderness, and distributes five hundred or a thousai
dollars a year that he legitimately owns among the merchantsnot the saloon keepers—of Victoria, he is surely a good citize
and what can it matter how much of this is made out
potatoes, and how much is the product of English Consols,
it not, for instance, as good a life, whether in a new country
an old one, as shouting in the Stock Exchange of Montreal
Toronto, and assisting in the transfer of dollars from one mar
pocket to another, less commissions or lawyers' fees ?
Canada has an enormous territory to fill up. I do not thir
it is well to criticise the Doukhabor, on the one hand, or to a
every old countryman who has an income outside his farm
remittance man. It smacks in some cases a little too much
the green-eyed monster. The aim of every less fortunate settl
in a newr country is to "get there." The Englishman in questie
has very likely " got there," or his family have, long ago, that
all. Very often, too, as a well educated and cultivated man, 1
obtains satisfaction from the natural surroundings of a kind th
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s ordinary settler, who has to extract a living from the woods
prairies, would not be mentally qualified or sufficiently
ucated to even understand. The majority of Canadians are
liged to lead a country life whether they like it or not, and
mirably hard-working lives they lead. But a strong minority,
d that the wealthier and more educated part, live in towns,
d would not personally assist in making the desert bloom
on any consideration. Even the ambition of the rural
isses, though perhaps not to so great an extent as formerly,
s mainly townwards, though the profits of farming do not
en gratify it. The motives of the man who would have a
od house in town, hustle in the struggle of life, and amass
Dre money in what, after all, are the parasitical trades and
Dfessions, and enjoy himself in city fashion when work hours
; over, are perfectly legitimate, but they are nothing to brag
out, and are purely personal, and moreover inseparable
>m all the crueller features of the great struggle for existence.
ie educated man who from preference lives upon a farm, who
proves and perhaps beautifies a spot that he found desolate
but half-reclaimed, deserves at least as well of his adopted
mtry as the broker, the lawyer, the shop-keeper, or the
;urance agent, who is very apt to laugh at his scheme of life,
it a detriment that some of the money which assists in this
Lolly meritorious and quite innocent existence is derived from
rsonal or real property in England, India, South America?
) an English reader such apologetic tones will seem ridiculous,
t Canadians, speaking of course generally, have had to work
the past, and still do work, so hard that they have fallen to
me extent into the American point of view of regarding
iterial gain as the one aim in life, and the educated man who
Bfers the fresh air and sunshine, and daily contact with the best
nature, and has a sufficient income to grow grapes or apples
iently but unalloyed with carking care, as a sort of loafer,
ie Englishman, and yet still more the Continental European
the cultured class (not using the epithet in the American sense),
mid reply that this was the crude view of life of a country in
B making, the mere outcome of passing necessities repellent in
nature to the well-balanced mind—so easy, too, of refutation,
c.
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as to be not worth the powder and shot of argument, whicl
perfectly true. Canadians, unacquainted with England, oi
forget, too, that owing to the long accumulated wealth of
country, numbers of Englishmen who make a home in
Colonies are the inevitable heirs to money in greater or '.
amounts, and within a shorter or longer period—and these
not as a rule matters of doubt or speculation. The prospect
beneficiary does not publish this upon the housetop, reticence
these particular matters being characteristic, though he mi
reply to his Canadian acquaintances in town, when rallied on
rural proclivities and unambitious existence, to this effect. Ii
devoted himself to professional life for which he had no ti
success in a country where the professions were crowded, 1
virtually out of the question, while even if he achieved problei
tical success, he would merely crowd out some.poor devil who 1
to make a living. Not all Canadians, but a distinct majoi
of the better class, cannot in the least understand a prefere:
for country life, except for the summer vacation. Tl
feel dull without a good deal of society, and regard as aim
eccentric the self-contained life which some English men z
women of the same class are content to lead. In Vancou
Island, however, social dulness is by no means inevitable
country life in the best parts. Nor do I think that the \
torians regard the rural predilections of the well-to-do Brii
with the same lack of sympathy that is often displayed
the mainland of Canada, where, to judge by some utteran
and writings, the educated gentleman with capital to farm, a
very likely an income besides, was not wanted. At any rate, 1
present Agent-General for British Columbia—whom I qu
because he has enjoyed the advantage of forty years' residei
on the Island of Vancouver and a personal knowledge of m<
people in it—has no such indifference to settlers of substance a
refinement, for whose reception it seems really better suited th
almost any part of the Dominion, though here, as elsewhe
there are no domestic servants. Outside labour is scarce enou^
as already noted—Japs or Chinamen at ten to fifteen dollars
month, and white men at twenty to twenty-five. The you
Englishman with five hundred or a thousand pounds, and 1
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rig to make out of it, would doubtless get a better return for
money by a hard-working life on the prairies. But those
ose health, tastes, or means, turned them towards British
umbia, can, I am assured by those who should best know,
ke a living out of a ranch here, or in the Okanagan, by
d work at mixed farming.
n regard to young Englishmen going out to learn the
iness, enquiries of leading men there, secretaries of agritural associations and so forth, elicited much the same replies
on the mainland of British Columbia, only somewhat more
phatic.
sfanaimo, the northern terminus of the railroad, is a great
iot for the adjacent coal mines, and the growth of the place
1 port of six thousand population on this account has created
iw scattered settlements to the North and West of it.
rhe West coast of Vancouver abounds in long inlets and fine
bours, as yet not within the domain of serious utility. T h e
untain ranges of the island, which average two to three
usand feet, and sometimes reach a height of six or seven, are
ch like the coast ranges of the mainland, and like them have
g' narrow lakes, as wrell as rapid streams in their troughs.
3 strait between Vancouver and the mainland becomes
rower as you proceed northward, and so obstructed by islands
t it becomes a mere maze of channels, through which large
imers may travel securely and continue through an almost
seless archipelago for eight hundred miles to the remote
•res of Alaska.
[here have been some rather absurd international disputes
n t the little islands below the Straits of Georgia, just off
:toria. T h e middle of the Straits was cheerfully agreed
H by the Americans as the boundary between the two
intries. So soon, however, as this imaginary line struck a
Up of good-sized islands, though there was no particular
nity to either coast, the astute Yankee never rested from
tation till he had twisted it into the channel between the
aid and the coast, and planted the stars and stripes upon the
Bier. There was a good deal of preliminary wrangling,
yever, and landing of rival forces of armed men, and waving
E E 2
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of flags, and consultations between ministers, generals, coloi
and admirals, and friendly commissions, which resulted ii
company of troops of either nation being left in possess
Some years afterwards, at the Treaty of Washington in 1871
was stipulated that the San Juan (so called from the m
island in dispute) question should be submitted to the arbitrat
of the Emperor of Germany. There is a wholly humor
suggestiveness about the Royal Dragoon, the very personif
tion of Continental militarism, getting out of his eagle heh
and cuirass and big boots for such a purpose, and doubt!
bored to death with details as far removed from his knowle<
and sympathy as the planet Saturn. His Majesty, howe1
was naturally the victim of the best special pleader, and I
told in all these cases between Washington and Downing Str<
the contrast in preparation of plans and arguments between
British and Americans has been remarkable. At any rate,
old Emperor William promptly awarded this remote Pac
island to the nation from whose coast it was most remote, 1
no doubt rode away with much relief to the more congei
dust of the parade ground.
Vancouver, like the mainland, has no doubt a great min
future before it. The coal at Nanaimo is used by the Pac
squadron, thanks to the eighty miles of railroad aires
spoken of between that place and Victoria and Esquimalt.
relative, who is a resident of Victoria and an expert in lo
mining matters, but removed by circumstances from any possi
motive for bias, tells me that English capitalists interested
Vancouver and British Columbia development persist in sendi
out the wrong sort of men to represent them ; that they spe
too much money in elaborate shafts, and pay too much brok
age. Wherever one goes in North America, and whatever 1
industry may be that is owned by an absentee English corpo
tion, one hears a somewhat similar story; and from 1
own experience I feel it to be genuine and not merely i
promptings of local jealousy. It is the same in the West as
the East. Men are sent out, not only overburdened with tl
inexperience so fatal in a strange country, but often unfit for a
business undertaking at all, and whose main object is, first,
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nd money on their own establishments, and secondly, in
)roductive showy work on the mine, or business. The venture
letimes ends by a rapid flank movement into the States or
ith America, leaving the company much sadder, and perhaps,
ttle wiser, and the local tradesmen with a bitterness in their
trts towards all old countrymen. If English companies would
y send forward some sort of secret service agent to find
: the reliable natives from whom to choose their managers,
ch disaster and loss would often be avoided. So long,
vever, as Colonial industries are managed by men in England
0 do not know their Colony—and by knowing it I do not
an such knowledge as a brief holiday visit gives—there is
y little chance of much improvement in this respect, and
: Americans will continue to monopolise those good things in
nada that the Canadians cannot handle themselves.
[t is when the traveller has reached this Ultima Thule of
itish North American civilization, and the end of his journey,
1 is actually facing the Pacific that bears its growing trade
Asian and Australasian seas, that the vastness of the Canadian
•minion is perhaps most insistently borne in upon him.
miories of French-Canadian hayfields will seem dim and
tant as those of another continent, the homesteads of Ontario
erly detached and remote. I do not know whether a
mrely pilgrimage of weeks or months from East to West leaves
j senses most bewildered by space, and its almost unthinkable
ssibilities, or whether the unbroken return journey of five days
m Vancouver to Montreal or Toronto that many have to
re, make the stronger impression. |
At any rate, I shall not have penned these pages in vain if I
:ceed in inducing some of my readers to test the matter for
Bmselves, and in giving to others who are never likely to, some
I of mental picture of this splendid heritage of our race across
B sea.
THE END.
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IN my desire not to overburden these pages with
catalogues of the numerous institutions which are
inseparable from the existence of any great British
community, I have omitted all mention of music
and the drama, which are important items in the
social life in Canadian cities. The theatres are
regularly occupied by companies from the United
States and England through the winter season.
And both Toronto and Montreal see and hear in
due course most of the great artistes, musical and
dramatic.
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who contemplate the establishment of markets or agencies for their goods.
T h e plates which illustrate the book are excellently reproduced. Some
excellent sketch maps serve to locate the points of engineering importance.' :
—Electricity.
" Mr. Ransome's book covers much more ground than is suggested by
its title. It is indeed so comprehensive that it is difficult to conceive ol
anyone who goes to South Africa failing to find in its pages information
and suggestions of the utmost value to him. What we have said, however,
may be sufficient to direct the attention of both merchants and emigrants
to a singularly able and useful book."—Glasgow Herald.

" Mr. Ransome has given us a very useful book which will repay careful
study by all who have commercial interests in South Africa."—Sheffield
Telegraph.

ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & Co., Ltd., Westminster.

Old Cape Colony.
\ Chronicle of Her Men and Houses, from
1652 to 1806.

Mrs- A. R

TROTTER,

Author of "Old Cape Architecture."

r

ully Illustrated. Demy 8vo. 320 pp. Price 10/6 net.
CONTENTS.
T A B L E BAY S E T T L E M E N T .
S I M O N VAN D E R S T E L :

BUILDER AND GOVERNOR.

T H E Y O U N G E R VAN D E R S T E L .
THE

ACCUSATION.

EARLY GRANTS.
STELLENBOSCH.
DRAKENSTEIN AND FRENCH

HOCK.

PAARL, TULBAGH, CERES, AND BEYOND.
MONEY, S H I P S , A N D C H I N A .
F R O M 1700—FOR 50 YEARS.
T H E TAVERN O F T H E INDIAN

OCEAN.

MEN AND HOUSES.
ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & Co., Ltd., Westminster.

ASIA AND EUROPE.)
MEREDITH

TOWNSEND.

NEW EDITION.

Crown 8vo.

Price 5/- net.

Being Studies presenting the conclusions formed by the Author it
a long life devoted to the subject of the relations between
Asia and Europe.

" An extremely interesting book, full of knowledge and enthusiasm and imagi
nation, written in a singularly clear and trenchant style, and with the method o
a finished literary artist. . . . Its views are of the greatest possible interest U
serious students of Politics. Its range is wide. It extends from general question!
such as the influence of Europe on Asia and the mental exclusion of India, th(
progress of savage races, and the variety of Indian Society to more detailed ini
vestigations, such as the life of Mohammed, the core of Hindooism, and the future
of the negro."—Pilot.
" The public interested in that country (India) will do well to study the pag®
of this volume."—Athenaum.
" It would be difficult to exaggerate the interest of this remarkable book, in ii
Mr. Meredith Townsend deals with some of the most poignant problems thai
confront the British people as the ruler of the greatest and most Asiatic of tht
Empires of Asia."—Spectator.

Unforeseen Tendencies
of Democracy.
BY

EDWIN LAWRENCE QODKIN,
Author of "Problems of Modern Democracy " &c.

New Impression.

1

Crown 8vo.

6/- net.

" After a survey of former democracies he proceeds to deal with (i) equality,
(2) the nominating system, (3) the decline of legislatures, (4) American municipal
government, and (5) public opinion, adding a supplementary essay on the
Australian democracy. . . . Readers of his other books will not require to be told
that he writes vigorously and yet dispassionately, with full knowledge of the facts,
and with the command of an excellent style."—Times.
" Mr. Godkin's work, so careful, so critical, at times so overcast by the shadow
of political pessimism, and always so full of unpleasant home truths, is a visible
embodiment of the spirit of a party whose raison d'etre is to point out the defects
and weaknesses of popular government. . . . Mr. Godkin has in this work
performed a task which, whether or not it attracts the masses, has a peculiar!
attraction for the political thinker."—Spectator.

ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & Co., Ltd., Westminster.

An Autumn Tour in
Western Persia.
BY

LADY DURAND.
Illustrated from Photographs.

Demy 8vo.

7/6 net.

" Hill and valley, river and stream, houses and gardens, and the ways and
ippearances of the inhabitants are brightly described in this agreeable book,
rhis happy and picturesque record of travel is not only good to read but is
idorned with one of the best selections of photographs we have yet seen."—The
Morning Post.

"As a picture of travel in a somewhat difficult country it is decidedly good."—
Spectator.

" Pleasantly written, well illustrated, and furnished with a good map."—Field.
"Excellent and animated description of a most interesting but little known
:ountry.!'—A thenaum.

A RIBBON OF IRON.
ANNETTE M. B. MEAKIN.
With Illustrations and a Map.

Crown 8vo.

Price, 6/-.

This is an account of a journey over the Great Siberian Railway and
iown to the lower part of the Amur River to Blagovestchensk and thence
:o Vladivostok. T h e author relates her adventures (which at present
lave a special interest) in plain and natural language; the account of the
outbreak of hostilities at Blagovestchensk will be found particularly
nteresting.
In the course of her wanderings the author visited among others such
widely separated places of interest as Omsk, Tomsk, the Yenisei River,
Irkutsk, Lake Baikal, Stretinsk, the Amur River, Aigun, the Ussuri
Railway and Vladivostok, passing thence to Japan.

ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & Co., Ltd., Westminster.
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FF

THE WORKS OF Mr. SPENSER WILKINSON.
The Great Alternative: A Plea for %
National Policy. 6s.
The Volunteers and the National Defence*
25. 6d.
War and Policy* 15s.
The Brain of an Army* 2S. 6d.
The Nation's Awakening* 55.
" In a series of notable works he has pointed out the defects in the
present system; and any man conversant with his teaching could have
foretold the misfortunes which at the outset befell our army in South
Africa. He speaks, then, as one whose inductions have throughout been
confirmed by experience. But he is not merely a destructive critic;
besides indicating the faults he has suggested the remedies; and for thai
xeason his views are worth careful examination."—Quarterly Review, Juty
1903.

The Nation's Need: Chapters on Educa*
tion* Edited by SPENSER WILKINSON.
Crown 8vo. 6s.
CONTENTS.
The Elementary School, by F . S. MARVIN.
Local and
Central Government, by GRAHAM W A L L A S . Primary Education of Girls, by C A T H E R I N E DODD. Hygiene and Household
Economics, by A L I C E R A V E N H I L L . Higher Education in
France and Germany, by P . S. H A R T O G and J . J. FINDLAY*

The Secondary Day School, by J . J . FINDLAY. The Public
Schools, by J . C. T A R V E R . The Teaching of Modern Languages, by KARL B R E U L * Higher Education, by H . S.
MACKINDER. The Nation's Servants—School
Education]
of Army Officers — Professional Education of Army
Officers—Naval Officers, by S P E N S E R W I L K I N S O N .

Appendix and Index.
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Constable's Library of

rRAVEL & BIOGRAPHY
Demy

8vo.

6s. per

Volume.

This Library consists of Standard Copyright Works of Travel,
history, and Biography. T h e Volumes are uniform in style, being
b u n d in red cloth gilt lettered.

rhe F i g h t
I BRADLEY.

w i t h France
Illustrated.

for

North

America.

By A. G.

farthest North.
By FRIDTJOF NANSEN.
The Record of a
Voyage of Exploration of the Ship Fram, 1893—96, and of a Fifteen Months'
Sleigh Journey by Dr. Nansen and Lieut. Johansen. With 20 Full-page
Illustrations and 2 Maps.
" A masterpiece oi story-telling."-—The Times.
rhe Waterloo Campaign, 1815. By CAPT. WILLIAM SIBORNE.
Fully Illustrated with Portraits, Maps, and Plans.
" A classic in its way."—Globe.
" T h e best account that has been written."—Scotsman.
I " T h e most clear and comprehensive account."—Speaker.
^mong t h e Himalayas.
By MAJOR L . A. WADDELL, L L . D . ,
Author of '• The Buddhism of Thibet." With over 100 Illustrations by A. D.
M'CORMICK, and from Photographs.
" With the exception of Hooker, no European'has got nearer to Mount Everest than the
uthor, and his observations of this and the adjacent peaks, in combination with the admirable
hotographs that he provides, form a feature of the work that deserves special attention."—
lormng Post.
fhe Alps from End t o End. By S I R WILLIAM MARTIN CONWAY.
With a Supplementary Chapter by the R E V . W. A. B. COOLIDGE. With
52 Illustrations by A. D. M'CORMICK.
11
There is, perhaps, not another living Alpinist—unless we except Mr. Coolidge, who conributes a valuable precis of the topography—who could have combined the requisite knowledge
ith physical capacity for the task."—Standard.
rhe Kingdom of t h e Yellow Robe (Siam).
By E R N E S T YOUNG.
Fully Illustrated by E. A. NORBURY, R.C.A., and from Photographs.
" A book of which I can speak with unstinted praise."—Mr. T. P. O'CONNOR.
S A book to be read, both for entertainment and instruction."—5*. James's Budget.
Rupert, Prince Palatine.
By EVA SCOTT, late Scholar of
Somerville College, Oxford. With Photogravure Frontispiece.
" Miss Scott's sound and impartial piece of historical work deserves this demand for a second
dition."—-Bookman.
fhe Household of t h e Lafayettes.
By E D I T H SICHEL, Author
of " Women and Men of the French Renaissance."
I A vivid and picturesque study of French life during the revolutionary period."—Morning
'ost.
" One of the best and truest pieces of writing we have met with for a long time."—Spectator.
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TWO INDISPENSABLE REFERENCE BOOKS ON INDIA

CONSTABLE'S

I

HAND ATLAS OF INDIA
A Series of Sixty Maps and Plans prepared from Ordnance
and other Surveys under the Direction of

J. G. BARTHOLOMEW, F.R.G.S., RR.S.E.,etc
Crown 8vo.

Strongly bound in Half Morocco, 14s.

This Atlas will be found of great use, not only to tourists and travellers, bu
also to readers of Indian History, as it contains twenty-two plans of the principa
towns of our Indian Empire, based on the most recent surveys and officially
revised in India.
The Topographical Section Maps are an accurate reduction of the Survey o
India, and contain all the places described in Sir W. W. Hunter's " Gazetteer q
India,'' according to his spelling.
The Military Railway, Telegraph, and Mission Station Maps are designed t<
meet the requirements of the Military and Civil Service, also missionaries an<
business men who at present have no means of obtaining the information the;
require in a handy form.
The Index contains upwards of ten thousand names, and will be found mon
complete than any yet attempted on a similar scale.

UNIFORM WITH

THE

ABOVE.

CONSTABLE'S

j

HAND GAZETTEER of INDIA
Compiled under the Direction of

J. G. BARTHOLOMEW, F.R.G.S.,
And Edited with Additions by JAS. BURGESS, CLE., LLD., etc
Crown 8vo.

Half Morocco, 10s. 6d.

The Hand Gazetteer of India is based on the Index to Constable's Hanc
Atlas of India, which contains nearly 12,000 place-names. To these have beer
added very largely from various sources, bringing the number of entries to close
upon 20,000. The populations of districts, towns, and villages, and the position
of each place are clearly indicated, thus forming within a small compass a general
reference book to the topography of India, and a companion volume to the Hand
Atlas of India.

ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE & Co., Ltd., Westminster.
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Man and Super-Man
By GEORGE BERNARD SHAW, Author of Cashel

Byron's Profession, etc. Crown 8vo. 6s.

War Songs of Britain
Selected by HAROLD E. BUTLER, Crown 8vo.

Cloth gilt, $s. 6d. net.

Petronilla
By UNA L. SlLBERRAD, Author of The Success of
Mark Wyngate, Princess Puck, etc. Crown 8vo.
6s.

Broke of Covenden
By G. C. SNAITH, Author of Mistress Dorothy
Marvin, Fierceheart the Soldier, etc. Crown 8vo.

IS

T h e Ancestor
An Illustrated Quarterly Review of County and
Family History, Heraldry and Antiquities. No. 6,
Edited by OSWALD BARRON, F.S.A. Large Super
Royal, in paper boards. $s. net, Quarterly.

Of No. 5 of this quarterly the Athenaeum said : " Th
Ancestor has entered upon the second year of its life, and
continues to give clear promise of a healthy career. The
illustrations are of a very high class."

Engine Tests and Boiler Efficiencies
By J. BUCHETTI, sometime Professor at the
Central Technical School, Paris. Edited and
translated by ALEXANDER RUSSELL.

Diagrams.

Demy 8vo.

With 179

\os. 6d. net.

T h e Engineer in South Africa
By STAFFORD RANSOME. Fully Illustrated. Demy
8vo. ?s. 6d.

Liquid Fuel and its Combustion
By W. H. BOOTH.

Illustrated.

Imperial 8vo.

The Art of Illumination
By Louis BELL, Ph.D, Fully Illustrated. Demy
8vo. 10s. 6d. net.
A study of the utilization of artificial light.
4

•*&$$

RECENT P U B L I C A T I O N S
AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF
LEIGH HUNT
Edited by ROGER INGPEN. With Thornton Hunt's Introduction and Postcript and Reminiscences of Friends and
Contemporaries. Illustrated with 12 Photogravure Portraits. 2 vols. Buckram gilt. Demy 8vo. 21s. net.
" A singularly attractive edition . . . invaluable to the student of
literary history . . . presented in a worthy and alluring manner."—Daily
Chronicle.

HISTORY OF THE CHURCH
AND STATE IN NORWAY
FROM

THE

IOTH T O

THE

By THOMAS B. WILLSON, M.A.

1 6TH C E N T U R Y .
384 pp. Demy 8vo.

Illustrated. Price \2s. 6d. net.
A history of the growth, development, and decline of
the Church which was founded by English help at the
end of the ioth Century.

COINS OF ANCIENT SICILY
By G. F. HILL, M. A., of the Department of Coins, British
Museum. With 16 Collotype Plates, 80 Illustrations in
the Text and a Map. Royal 8vo. Price 21s. net.

SELECTIONS FROM LA g
BRUYERE & VAUVENARGUES
Arranged and translated by ELIZABETH LEE. Imperial
i6mo. Price 3s. 6d. net.
I Miss Lee has rendered a real service to literature by introducing him
to English readers."—Times.

THE NATURE STUDENT'S
NOTE BOOK
/
By the

REV. CANON STEWARD, M.A. and

ALICE E.

MITCHELL. Interleaved throughout with writing paper.
Price 2s. net.
" The book may be cordially recommended to all nature students."—
School World.

CONTEMPORARY

FRANCE

By GABRIEL HANOTAUX. With Portraits. Demy 8vo,
Translated by J. C. Tarver, M.A. Volume I. now ready.
Price 15^. net.

" Written with clear insight a n d abundant ability, by a politician whe
sees in the Third Republic a form of government admirably adapted to th«
France which h e so passionately loves."—Mr. W . L . Courtney in the
Daily
Telegraph.
" Mr. Hanotaux's history is a success. Excellently put together, and
so eloquently written, that it is certain t o have a great and well-deserved
circulation."—The Athenceum.

CITIES OF INDIA
By G. W. FORREST, C L E . , Ex-director of Records,
Government of India. Demy 8vo. Fully Illustrated.
Price IOJ. 6d. net.
" T h e 346 pages contain a body of interesting facts and impressions not
to be found elsewhere within t h e same compass. T h e abundant illustrations add not a little to the value."—Athenceum.
u
This is a book of quite unusual interest a n d value. Mr. Forrest has
achieved a great success. H e has made a happy combination of past and
present, of story and description."—Spectator.

THE NATION'S NEED
CHAPTERS

ON

Edited by SPENSER WILKINSON.

EDUCATION

Crown 8vo. 6s.

CONTENTS.

The Elementary
School, by F . S. M A R V I N .
Local and Central
Government, b y G R A H A M W A L L A S . Primary Education of Girls, by
CATHERINE

RAVEN HILL.

DODD.

Hygiene

Higher

H A R T O G and J . J.

Education

FINDLAY.

and

Household

Economics,

by

in France and Germany,
The Secondary

Day

School,

ALIO;

by P . J .
by J . J .

F I N D L A Y . The Public Schools, by J . C. T A R V E R . The Teaching of
Modern Languages, by K A R L B R E U L . Higher Education, by PL j .
MACKINDER.
The Nation's
Servants—School
Education of Army
Officers—Professional Education of Army Officers—Naval Officers, by
SPENSER

WILKINSON.

Appendix and index.

" T h e s e papers are the work of experts selected by the editor, who himself supplies a few words of introduction which state broadly the defects in
education under which the country labours. H e also contributes three chapters on ' T h e Nation's Servants,' dealing with the teaching of our sailors
and soldiers. These are, it need hardly be said, admirable. Mr. Wilkinson is dealing with his own subject, and brings out with a lucidity and
brevity unusual in the specialist some main conclusions which, once recognized, will clear the ground considerably."—Athenceum.
" T h e opinions of a number of thoroughly competent experts upon the
reforms which are necessary to make our English education what it should
be—efficient."—Daily Mail.

POPULAR EDITION OF

THREE YEARS WAR
By CHRISTIAN D E WET.
Large Crown 8vo. Cloth,
3s- 6d. net.
" A work of consummate interest."—Times.
I A classic in the literature of the late war."—Manchester Guardian.
' f The military genius of De Wet is apparent on almost every page."—
British Weekly.

SOCIAL GERMANY IN
LUTHER'S TIME
Translated by A. VANDAM, Author oi An Englishman in
Paris, with an Introduction by Herbert Fisher, M.A.
Extra crown 8vo. Illustrated. Price 7*. 6d. net. .
"Avery human document . . . amply deserves translation and reading."—Saturday Review.
"One of the most vivid presentations of the life of a past age that we
have ever read."— Guardian.

THE SHROUD OF CHRIST
By P. VIGNON, D.Sc. (Fr.). Illustrated with Photogravure and Collotype Plates.
" M. Vignon has pursued an exceedingly interesting line of research,
which has yielded very remarkable results."—Lancet.

TOLSTOI AS MAN AND ARTIST
A Study, with an Essay on DOSTOIEVSKI, by DMITRI
MEREJKOWSKI, Author of The Death of the Gods, etc.
Demy 8vo.
" Brilliant criticism."—Guardian.
"Throws more light on the aims and character of modern Russian
literature than any other with which I am acquainted."—Mr. W. L.
Courtney in the Daily Telegraph.

SPORT IN THE NAVY AND
NAVAL YARNS
By ADMIRAL SIR WILLIAM KENNEDY, K.C.B., Author
of Hurrah for the Life of a Sailor! etc. Crown 8vo. 6s.
"This is the kind of book which is likely to appeal to every sort of
reader."—Academy.

•p

NEW EDITIONS AND REPRINTS

THE INTERNAL WIRING OF
BUILDINGS
By H. M. LEAF. Illustrated. Fcap. 8vo. 3*. 6d. net.
With a new chapter on Meters and the revised rules of
the Institution of Electrical Engineers.

HUMAN IMMORTALITY
By Professor WILLIAM JAMES, Professor of Philosophy at
Harvard University. New Edition (the 5th). Price 2s. 6d.

HAROLD
By LORD LYTTON. With'an Introduction by G. LAURENCE

GOMME.

Crown 8vo.

Illustrated.

3^. 6d.

READING ABBEY
By CHARLES MACFARLANE. With an Introduction by
G. LAURENCE GOMME. Crown 8vo. Illustrated. $s. 6d.

BORROWED PLUMES
By OWEN SEAMAN.

2nd edition. Fcap. 8vo. $s. 6d. net.

SELECTED POEMS
By GEORGE MEREDITH. Pocket Edition. Bound in
brown paper boards, with parchment back. Gilt top.
Price 35". 6d. net.

T H E NEW HOME
By Mrs. C. S. PEEL.

Illustrated by AGNES WALKER.

Crown 8vo. Price 35*. 6d. This is a new and revised
edition of Mrs. Peel's popular manual on furnishing.

FROM A THATCHED COTTAGE
By ELEANOR HAYDEN. Author of Travels Round our
Village. 2nd edition. With cover design by L. LESLIE
BROOKE.

Price 6s.

MISSMARYJOHNSTON'S NOVELS
A U D R E Y . With Illustrations. 4th Edition.
T H E O L D D O M I N I O N . 8th Edition.
B Y O R D E R O F T H E COMPANY, n t h Edition.
Price 6s. each.

NEW 6s. NOVELS
The Roman Road
By ZACK, Author of The White Cottage, Life is
Life, On TriqJ, etc.
| Stands out as a work of real power from the mass of
industrious experiment of the modern manufactory of literature."—Daily News.
"Truth and enormous vigour pervade the handling."—
Outlook.

The Way Back
By

ALBERT

K I N R O S S , Author

of

Within

the

Radius, etc.
" A strong story of a strong man's great act of renunciation.
With virile touch are presented the successive phases in the
soul-struggle of a hero whose personality is complex yet consistent. "— Outlook.
- " A forcible book, full of strong, vivid strokes of characterisation. It is a striking example of the modern school of the
Frank Norris' type."—Daily News.

The Private Papers of Henry Ryecroft
By G E O R G E GISSING, Author of New Grub Street,
etc. Third Edition. 6s.
"There are in it wit, philosophy, a feeling for learning,
shrewd common-sense and literary style, tempered by long
experience and quickened by an emotional nature."—
Athenceum.
"This is the best thing that M R . GEORGE GISSING has yet
given us."—Daily News.
" A book which in a manner is the coping-stone of his
literary fame."—Academy.

The Pagan at the Shrine
By P A U L G W Y N N E , Author of Maria.

.

" The author of Marta has again shown his deep and varied
knowledge of Spain and Spanish character. Minute study
has gone to the making of the lavish succession of picturesque
scenes, and of the lifelike dialogue which sets the people of
all classes vividly before us."—Athenceum.
" It is high praise to say that The Pagan at the Shtine is an
advance on Marta, yet such high praise it undoubtedly
deserves. Story, character and atmosphere are alike handled
with a knowledge and an art worthy of warm admiration."—
Daily Telegraph.

NEW

6s.

NOVELS

MR. FRANKFORT MOORE'S GREAT NOVEL

Castle Omeragh
By the Author of The Jessamy Bride, etc.
Third Edition.
" A novel of national character, in which diversities of
temperaments and prejudices and antipathetic races and
clashing creeds are truthfully developed and cleverly
accentuated."—The Times.
" MR. FRANKFORT MOORE'S latest novel; also to my mind,
by far his strongest and best."—Onlooker.
" A fine romance . . . this moving and poetic drama."—
World.
" A good novel, full of fighting and adventure . j . has a
flash of picturesque romance very attractive to readers."—
Spectator.

MR. PERCY WHITE'S NEW NOVEL

Park Lane
By the Author of The West End.
Edition.

Second

" He knows the world ; he understands his fellow creatures;
and he has a fine sense of comedy, which imparts a fresh salt
taste to all he writes."—Referee.

AGNES & EGERTON CASTLE'S NEW NOVEL

The Star Dreamer
By AGNES AND EGERTON

of Young April,

etc.

CASTLE, Authors

Third Edition.

" Challenges comparison with that wonderful tale of
Hardy's, Two on a Tower . . . a volume which will distinctly
enhance the already high reputation of Agnes and Egerton
Castle."—Pall Mall Gazette.

An English Garner
Ingatherings from our History and Literature, the
original impression of which is now out of print.
Price 4$". net per vol.
T h e new Garner will be issued in twelve uniform volumes (of about 400 octavo pages
each) a n d the arrangement of these will be approximately as follows :

Now READY.

TUDOR TRACTS. With an Introduction by A. F. POLLARD,
F.R.Hist.S., author of Protector Somerset, a life of Henry
VLLI, etc.
STUART TRACTS. With an Introduction by C. H. FRITH,
Fellow of All Souls, author of The Life of Cromwell.
LATE STUART TRACTS. With an Introduction by
GEORGE A. AITKEN, author of A Life of Steele.
VOYAGES AND TRAVELS. Mainly of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries.
With an Introduction by C.
RAYMOND BEAZLEY, Fellow of Merton, author of The
Dawn of Modern Geography. 2 vols. Ss. net.
SOCIAL ENGLAND ILLUSTRATED. With an Introduction by ANDREW LANG.

CRITICAL ESSAYS AND LITERARY FRAGMENTS,
With an Introduction by CHURTON COLLINS.

F I F T E E N T H CENTURY PROSE AND VERSE.

With

an Introduction by ALFRED W. POLLARD.
IN PREPARATION.

ELIZABETHAN SONNETS.
SIDNEY LEE.

2 vols.

With an Introduction by

Ss. net.

SHORTER ELIZABETHAN POEMS. With an Introduction by A. H. BULLEN, editor of Elizabethan Song
Books. 2 vols. Ss. net.
BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON. Edited by AUGUSTINE BIRRELL, K.C. With Frontispiece in Photogravure to
each volume by ALEXANDER ANSTED. 6 Vols. F'cap.
8vo. Cloth gilt, or paper label uncut. 12s. net the set.
Also half leather. 18^. net the set.
BOSWELL'S ACCOUNT OF DR. JOHNSON'S TOUR
TO THE HEBRIDES.
Uniform with the Life. With
Photogravure Frontispieces. Cloth gilt or paper label. 4s.
net the set. Also in half leather. 6s. net the set.

T H E WORKS OF GEORGE MEREDITH
POCKET EDITION

OF THE

NOVELS

I n fifteen volumes. Printed on thin opaque paper, specially manufactured for this edition, bound in red cloth, gilt lettered on back and
side, gilt top, 2s. 6d. net per volume, or 3s. 6d. net, in full leather, per
volume.
Rhoda Fleming
The Ordeal of Richard Feverel
Beauchamp's Career
One of our Conquerors
The Egoist
Lord Ormont and his Aminta
Diana of the Crossways
The Amazing Marriage
Evan Harrington
The Shaving of Shagpat
Sandra Belloni
The Tragic Comedians
Vittoria
Short Stories
The Adventures of Harry Richmond
LIBRARY EDITION OF T H E WORKS
Complete in eighteen crown 8vo volumes. (With a Photogravure
Frontispiece to each.) (Novels in fifteen volumes as above, An Essay on
Comedy, in one volume without Frontispiece. Poems, complete in two
volumes. Sold separately.) Cloth gilt. Price 6s. each.

T H E STORY OF BH AN AVAR T H E
BEAUTIFUL
T H E TALE OF CHLOE
SELECTED POEMS
Uniform i6mo. Price 3-r. 6d. net each. Set in box, 105-. 6d. net.
" Brown paper covers, parchment backs, fine printing, and lightness
beyond belief, are the qualities of these delightful volumes."—Academy.

A READING OF LIFE
Poems.

Crown 8vo, buckram gilt, 6s. net.

ODES IN CONTRIBUTION TO T H E SONG
OF FRENCH HISTORY
Crown 8vo, buckram gilt, 6s. net.

SELECTED POEMS
Crown 8vo, 6s. buckram, net.

THE

GEORGE MEREDITH BIRTHDAY
BOOK OF MEN AND WOMEN
Compiled and arranged by D . M.

Cloth gilt, 4s. 6d.

T H E TALE OF CHLOE
AND OTHER STORIES
Large paper edition, limited to 250 numbered copies, with Photogravure
portrait, etc. Vellum back, gilt. Only a small number remains for sale.
Demy 8vo, IOJ. 6d. net.

ARCHIBALD CONSTABLE

CO. LTD

Illustrated Edition of the

Works of William Shakespeare
In 20 imperial i6mo volumes with coloured title-page and end-papers, and a
specially designed coloured illustration to each Play by well known artists. The
title-page and illustrations printed on Japanese vellum; cloth gilt, gilt top, with
headband and bookmarker. Price 2s. 6d. net per Vol.
ILLUSTRATED BY

VOL. 1.—The Comedy of Errors
Love's Labour's Lost
VOL. 2.—Two Gentlemen of Verona
A Midsummer Night's Dream
VOL. 3.—The Taming of the Shrew.
The Winter's Tale
.
VOL. 4.—The Merry Wives of Windsor
All's Well that Ends Well
VOL. 5.—The Merchant of Venice
Much Ado about Nothing
VOL. 6.—Twelfth Night
As You Like It .
VOL. 7.—Measure for Measure .
The Tempest
VOL. 8.—Henry VI, Part I
Henry VI, Part II
.
VOL. 9.—Henry VI, Part III .
King John .
.
VOL. IO.—King Richard II .
King Richard III
VOL. II.—King Henry IV, Part I
King Henry IV, Part II
VOL. 12.—King Henry V .
King Henry VIII
VOL. 13.—Julius Caesar
Titus Andronicus
VOL. 14.—Romeo and Juliet
Macbeth
VOL. 15.—Othello
Troilus and Cressida .
VOL. 16.—Hamlet
King Lear .
VOL. 17.—Antony and Cleopatra
Timon of Athens
VOL. 18.—Cymbeline .
Coriolanus .
VOL. 19.—Pericles
Venus and Adonis
VOL. 20.—Sonnets
Poems
.
.
.
.

L. Leslie Brooke
L. Leslie Brooke
G. P. Jacomb Hood
L. Leslie Brooke
L. Leslie Brooke
Henry J. Ford
W. D. Eden
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Byam Shaw
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G. P. Jacomb Hood
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Patten Wilson
Patten Wilson
Patten Wilson
Patten Wilson
Patten Wilson
Byam Shaw
Patten Wilson
Patten Wilson
Patten Wilson
L. Leslie Brooke
Patten Wilson
Robert Sauber
G. P. Jacomb Hood
Eleanor F. Brickdale
Eleanor F. Brickdale
John D. Batten
Gerald Moir
Frank C. Cowper
L. Leslie Brooke
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Patten Wilson
L. Leslie Brooke
L. Leslie Brooke
Robert Sauber
Estelle Nathan

W O R K S EDITED BY PROF.

E D W A R D ARBER

Fellow of King's College, London ; Late EnglishExaminer art the London University.

ENGLISH REPRINTS.
No.
i Milton
2 Latimer
3 Gosson
4 Sidney
5 E. WebbO
6 Selden
7 Ascham
8 Addison
9 Lyly
10 Villiers
11 Gascoigne
12 Earle
13 Latimer

Text.
s. d.
Areopagitica
.
. 1644 1 0
The Ptoughers .
. 1549 1 0
The School of Abuse . 1579 1 0
AnApology for Poetry? 1580 1 0
Travels
.
.
. 1590 1 0
Table Talk.
. 1634-54 1 0
Toxophilus.
.
. 1544 1 0
Criticism on Paradise
Lost.

.

.

1711-12 1 0

BUPHUES
. 1579-80 4
The Rehearsal .
. 1671 1
The Steel Glass, etc. . 1576 1
Micro-cosmographie . 1628 1
7 Sermons before
EDWARD VI 1549 1
14 More
Utopia.
.
. 1516-57 1
15 Puttenham The Art of English
Poesy
.
.
. 1589 2
16 Howell
Instructions for Foreign
Travel .
.
. 1642 1
17 Udall
Roister Doister . 1553-66 1
18 Mk. of Eves- The Revelation, etc.
ham

19 James I.
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

0
0
0
0

6
0
6
0
0

1186-1410 1 0

A Counterblast to To-

bacco, e t c .
1604
Fragmenta
Regalia • 1653
Poems .
[582-93
CAS TAR A
. 1640
The
Schoolmaster
1570
Miscellany
[.Songs a n d
Sonnets]
1557
Lever
Sermons
1550
W . W e b b e A Discourse of .
lish Poetry
.
. 1586
Lord B a c o n A H a r m o n y of t h e
Essays
.
.1597-1626
Roy, e t c .
Read me, and be not
•wroth!
.
. 1528
R a l e i g h , etcLast
Fight
of the
" Revenge"
.
. 1591
Googe
Eclogues,
Epitaphs,
and Sonnets
.
. 1563

Naunton
Watson
Habington
Ascham
Tottel's

1
1
1
1
1
2
1
1
5
1
1

T H E ENGLISH SCHOLAR'S
LIBRARY.
1 WILLIAM CAXTON. Reynard

the Fox

.

.1

2 JOHN KNOX. The First Blast

of the Trumpet.
3 CLEMENT

.

ROBINSON

and

others. A handful of
Pleasant Delights .
.1

4 [SIMON FISH.]

A Supplica- .

tion for the Beggars

. 1

5 [Rev JOHN UDALL.] Diotre-

phes
1
6 [?] The Return from Parnassus
.
.
.
.1
7 THOMAS DECKER. The Seven

Deadly Sins of London . 1
8 EDWARD ARBER.

An Intro-

ductory Sketch to the
" Martin
Marprelate "
Controversy, 1588-1590 . 3

9 [Rev.

JOHN

UDALL.]

A

2 Demonstration of Discipline
1

10 R I C H A R D S T A N I H U R S T .

".ffiaid I-IV " in English
hexameters.
.
.
.3

11 M A R T I N M A R P R E L A T E . T h e
Epistle .
.
.',
. 1
12 R O B E R T G R E E N . Menaphon 1
13 GEORGE JOY.

An Apology

to William Tyndale

. 1

14 R I C H A R D B A R N F I E L D .

Poems

.

.

.

15 Bp. THOMAS COOPER.
1

.1

.3
An

Admonition to the People
of England
.
.
.3

T H E WAVERLEY NOVELS
Fascimile Reprint of the Favourite Edition of SIR W A L T E R
S C O T T . With all the Original Plates and Vignettes.
R e d cloth, paper back title. Price is. 6d. per vol. net.
Cloth gilt, gilt top. Price as per vol. net.
Quarter leather, gilt top. Price zs. 6d. per vol. net.

Vols. 1, 2.—Waverley.
Vols. 3. 4.—Guy Mannering.
Vols. 5, 6.—The Antiquary.
Vols. 7,8.— ROD Roy.
Vol. 9. - The Black Dwarf.
Vols. 10, 11. - Old Mortality.
Vols. 12,13.—Heart of Midlothian.
Vol. 14—Bride of Lammermoor.
Vol. 15.—Legend of Montrose.
Vols. x6, i7.-Ivanhoe.
Vols. 18, 19.—The Monastery.
Vols. 20, 21.—The Atobot.
Vols.- 22, 23.—Kemlworth.
Vols. 24, 25.—The Pirate.

Vols. 26, 27.—Fortunes of Nigel.
Vols. 28, 29, 30.—Peveril of the Peak.
Vols. 31, 32.—Quentin Durward.
Vols. 3^, 34.—St. Ronan's Well.
Vols. 35, 36.—Redgauntlet.
Vol. 37.—The Betrothed.
Vol. 38.—The Talisman.
Vols. 39, 40.—Woodstock.
Vol. 41.—Highland Widow, etc.
Vols. 42, 43.—Fair Maid of Perth.
Vols. 44, 45.—Anne of Geierstein.
Vols. 46, 47.—Count Robert ol Paris.
Castle Dangerous.
Vol. 48.—The Surgeon's Daughter.

Constable's

Library

of Travel and

Biography
Demy 8vo. 6s. per volume.
THE FIGHT WITH FRANCE FOR
THE ALPS FROM END TO END.
NORTH AMERICA. By. A. G.
By SIR WILLIAM MARTIN CONWAY.
With Illustrations by A. D. M'CORBRADLEY. Illustrated.
. MICK.
FARTHEST NORTH. By FRIDTJOF
THE KINGDOM OF THE YELLOW
NANSEN. With Illustrations and Maps. .
ROBE (SIAM). By ERNEST YOUNG.
Illustrated by A. E. NORBURY, R.C.A
THE WATERLOO CAMPAIGN, 1815.
RUPERT, PRINCE PALATINE. By
By CAPTAIN WILLIAM SIBORNE. Fully
EVA SCOTT, late scholar of Somerville
Illustrated.
College, Oxford. With Photogravure
AMONG T H E HIMALAYAS. By
Frontispiece.
MAJOR L. A. WADDELL, LL.D. With
THE HOUSEHOLD
OF THE
Illustrations by A. D. M'CORMICK, and

from Photographs.

LAFAYETTES.

By EDITH SICHEL.

With Photogravure Frontispiece.

The Stories of Samuel Lover
New and cheaper complete uniform Edition. Edited with an introduction
and notes by D. J. O'DONOGHUE. In 6 Vols., large crown 8vo. 3s. 6d.
each.
Vol. 1. HANDY ANDY.
Vol. 2. RORY O'MORE.
„ 3- TREASURE TROVE; OR " H E WOULD BE A GENTLEMAN."
„ 4. LEGENDS AND STORIES OF IRELAND {xst Series).
„ 5- LEGENDS AND STORIES OF IRELAND (2ndSeries).
6. FURTHER STORIES OF IRELAND.
The last volume includes Stories which have never been previously collected.

Time Table of Modern History A.D.
400-1870
Compiled and arranged by M. MORISON with the assistance of R. S.
R A I T , M.A., New College, Oxford. 160 pp., about 15 in. x 12 in.
xis. 6d. net.
CONTENTS :—Parallel Vertical Tables—Genealogical Tables—Ruling Monarchs—
General Chart of Ancient and Modern History—Index— Maps.

The Paston Letters 1422-1509 A.D.
Edited by J A M E S GAIRDNER, of the Public Record Office. 4 Vols. Crown
8vo, gilt top, with a Photogravure Frontispiece to each vol. Price 21s.
net the set.

Spenser's Faerie Queene
Edited by K A T E M. W A R R E N . In 6 Vols. F'cap. 8vo. xs. 6d. net
each. Also Art Canvas, gilt extra, with Photogravure Frontispieces ;
complete in case, 15^. net the set.

Constable's Hand-Atlas of India
A Series of Sixty Maps and Plans prepared from Ordnance and other
Surveys under the direction of J . G. BARTHOLOMEW, F.R.G.S.,
F.R.S.E., etc. In half-morocco, or full-bound cloth, gilt top. 14s.

Constable's Hand-Gazetteer of India
Compiled under the direction of J . G. BARTHOLOMEW, F.R.G.S.
8vo, half-morocco, 10s. 6d.
15

Crown

Constable's Royal Story Books
Edited by G. L A U R E N C E GOMME, F.S.A.
Crown 8vo. $s. 6d. each.

,

T H E KING'S STORY BOOK
Illustrated by HARRISON MILLER.

T H E QUEEN'S STORY BOOK
Illustrated by W. H. ROBINSON.

T H E PRINCE'S STORY BOOK
Illustrated by H. S. BANKS.

T H E PRINCESS'S STORYBOOK
Illustrated by HELEN STRATTON.

Historical Stories collected out of English Romantic Literature in illustration of the Reigns of English Monarchs from the Conquest to
Queen Victoria.
" The stories are as good as the arrangement is ingenious, and the
arrangement is a pageant of historic romance which it would be
difficult to equal."—Pall Mall Gazette.

GRIMM'S FAIRY TALES

T h e Fairy Tales of the Brothers
Grimm
A new Translation by Mrs. EDGAR LUCAS. Illustrated with 100
Drawings by ARTHUR RACKHAM, with Frontispiece, Title-page,
and Cover Design lithographed in Colours. Cloth, large square 8vo.
2s. 6d. net.
This translation includes all the well-known tales and a selection
of the best of Grimms' " Goblins," and several new stories have also
been added which are not generally found in the existing English
editions, but which are none the less eminently suitable for children. .

A Midsummer Night's Dream

I

A New Edition designed expressly for Children, with numerous
Illustrations, including a Photogravure Frontispiece and an Introduction by Mrs. HERBERT RAILTON. Crown 4to, price 2s. net.
"A most successful attempt to enshrine the play in a fitting setting. A
remarkably beautiful book."— World.

With the Flag at Sea
By WALTER WOOD.

Edition. Crown 8vo.
and Fighters.

Illustrated by SEPPINGS WRIGHT. New
Price 3^. 6d. Stories of British Sea Fights
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