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INTRODUCTION.

N the early periods of Navigation, it does not feem
that the extenfion of Commerce was altogether the
aim of the enterprizing Adventurer ; and though generally patronized by the reigning Powers, where thefe defigns originated, yet, a thirft after glory, and a boundlefs
ambition of adding to the Strength and extent of territory, on one hancl, or a rapacious deSire of accumulating
Wealth, or, perhaps the fame of making difcoveries, on
the other, appear to have been the only objects in view.

I
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There cannot be a greater proof of the truth of this
pofition, than the uniform behaviour of the Spaniards,, in
the whole courfe of their almoft unbounded acquisitions
of difcovery, conqueft, and wealth. The Shocking barbarities practifed by them when they conquered what was
then called the New World, caft fuch an indelible Slain on
that period of their annals, as time can never obliterate.

To
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To the honour of the Britijh Nation be it faid, their
-eondud has uniformly been the reverfe: whatever unknown tracts of land they have explored ; wherever they
found inhabitants, their attention and humanity towards,
them have uniformly been fuch, as to gain their affe&ion,.
and conciliate their efleem, inftead of exciting their reSentment,. or incurring; their hatreds
Indeed, if we regard adventurers from our own Country in a commercial point of view, even So lately as the
latter part of the laft, or beginning of the prefent century, we Shall find the generality of them little better
than free-booters ;. but on the other hand, were we to
take a retroipe&ive view of the feveral voyages made
immediately under the patronage of Government, during
the Space of the laft fifty years,, we Shall not only find
them fet on foot for the benefit of mankind in general,
but that their endeavours to improve Navigation, and the
different Sciences conne&ed therewith, have been attended with the moft brilliant fuccefs ; and it is not eaSy tofay, whether that zeal for the general good which firft
projected thefe voyages, or the conftant wifh to have the:
refult of them made univerfally public, reflects the greatefb
Juflre on their royal and munificent patrons..

Without
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Without entering into a particular enumeration of thefe
Voyages here, which would be fuperfluous, let it fuSfice
to fay, that during the late Captain Cook's laft Voyage
to the Pacific Ocean, befides every fcientific advantagewhich might be derived from it, a new and inexhauftible
mine of wealth was laid open to future Navigators, by
trading for furs of the moft valuable kind, on the North
Weft Coaft of America.
This difcovery, though obvioufly a fource from whence
immenfe riches might be expe&ed, and communicated,
no doubt, to numbers in the year-1780, was not immediately attended to. The profecution of any effectual plan
to carry on this novel undertaking, required not only
patience and perfeverance, but a degree of Spirit and enterprize which does not often fall to the lot of individuals :
however, in the Spring of 1785, a fet of Gentlemen.procured a Charter from the South Sea Company, (to whom
the exclufive privilege of trading in the Northern Pacific
Ocean belongs) for the fole right of carrying on this traffic
to its utmoft extent; to facilitate which, two veffels were
immediately purchafed, and fitted out with all expedition,
in order to proceed on a Voyage to the North Weft CoaSl
of America, an account of which is the fubjedr. of the following Sheets.
•b
So
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So laudable a defire of embarking in this new channel
of commerce, naturally engaged the attention of the •world
in. general, and the undertaking was approved of, and encouraged by Gentlemen whofe names alone were fufficient to bring the Voyage into public notice. The Right
Honourable Lord Mulgrave, Sir Jofeph Banks, and Mr.
Rofe, honoured us with a vifit on board; and with that degree of goodnefs which ever difringuifhes their characters,
Signified their approbation of the plan, and beft wifhes for
its fuccefs..
Thefe very -flattering encouragements were additional
inducements for the Owners to profecute the undertaking
with vigour ; and nothing was left unattempted, that could
poflibly be thought of, to render it fuccefsfuL Whatever
furs might be procured in our traffic on the American
Coaft, were to be dupofed of in China, fubjecl: to the immediate controul of the Eaft India Company's Supercargoes, and in confequence of this consignment, both vefTels
were to be freighted home on the Company's account.
But pecuniary emolument did not altogether engrofs
the attention of the Owners on this occafion ; for in addition to the provisions ufually allowed in Merchants fervice, (and of which the greater! care was taken to procure^
the.-
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the' very beft of every kind) a plentiful Slock of all the
various antifcorbutics was laid in which could be thought
of, as prefervatives to health. Thefe, and an unremitting
attention to the rules obferved by Captain Cook, have,
under Providence, been the means of preferving the
health of the people, in every variety of climate ; for during the prefent Voyage, which has been of more than
three years continuance, the Queen Charlotte, out of
thirty-three hands, loft only one perfon.
Though a knowledge of this circumftance is of the utmoft importance to all perfons who are engaged in a feafaring life, and therefore can never be made too public,
yet that alone would fcarcely have been thought a fufficient inducement to publifh the following Work ; but it
is prefumed that the advantages which both Geography
and Commerce will derive from this Voyage, are neither
uninterefting or unimportant; fo that there perhaps will
need no apology for laying the refult of it before the
world.
In order that the Reader may form a better idea of the
advantages which may be derived from this publication,
a brief recapitulation of what has-been done by former
Navigators on the American Coaft, and particularly what
b 2
addition
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addition we have made to the late Captain Cook's Difcoveries, together with a Short account of the fur trade, may
perhaps not be improper in this place.
T h e Ruffian Navigator, Beering, feems to have been
the firft who explored this inhofpitable coaft to the N o r t h ward of King George's Sound : he is faid to have fallen in
with the land in 58 deg. 28 min. N o r t h latitude, and to
have anchored in 59 deg. 18 min. Tfcherikow, in 1 7 4 1 ,
anchored about the latitude 56 deg.
T h a t both thefe Navigators fell in with the American
Coaft, isbeyond-a d o u b t ; but in what Situation they made
the land, or where they anchored, is by no means equally
certain. T h e beft accounts we have of thefe Voyages
are very inaccurate ; and it Should be remembered, that
. Navigation at that period of time was by no meansbrought to the perfection which it is in at prefent: add
to this, the coaft in the Situation which Beering is faid t o .
have anchored in, viz. 59 degrees 18 minutes North latitude, trends nearly Eaft and W e f t ; fo that in the Slate
Navigation was in at that time, a miSlake of fix or eight
great reafon to fuppofe, that though this celebrated N a v i gator might be correct in his latitude, yet the place h e

1
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actually anchored in is much nearer Cook's River than is
ufually laid down in the charts.
But whilft we lament the imperfect Slate of Navigation,
and the Still more imperfect accounts given to us of this
famous RuSflan's Voyages, which entirely prevent us to
fay what part of the coaSt, at leaSl within our limits,
he furveyed with any degree of precision, it is no lefs
incumbent on me to dete£t the fallacy of a more modern?1
Navigator on the fame coaSL
In the Journal of a Voyage to the North Weft Coaft
of America, by Don Francifco Antonio Maurelle, published by the Hon. Mr. Daines Barrington, after Slating
what they had already done, is the following paSTage :—
" We now attempted to find out the Straight of Admiral
Fonte, though as yet we had not difcovered the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, through which he is faid to havefailed. With this intent we Searched every bay a?id recejs on the coaft, and failed round every head-land, lyingto in the night, that we might not lofe Sight of this entrance. After thefe pains taken, and being favoured by
a North Wejl wind, it may be pronounced that no fuch
Straights are to-be. found J'*

Why
* See Barrington's Mifcellames, page 5p8i
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W h y Maurelje Should fo pofitively affert a palpable
falfehood, it is not eafy to conceive. Indeed the inconsistency of this affertion may be eafily feen, if we confider
it but for one m o m e n t ; for if he actually had " fearched
every bay and recefs on the coaft, and failed round every
head-land, lying-to in the night" even with the fair wind
he Speaks of, all this, I fay, could not poffibly have been
done during twice the fpace of time he was on this part
of, the coaft. But the difcovery of Queen Charlotte's
.Iflands during the prefent Voyage, inconteftibly proves
that Don Francifco Maurelle was never near the place
which he boafts of having U looked for in vain."
The
Situation of thefe Iflands, viz. from 5 4 deg. 20 min. to
51 deg. $6 min. N o r t h latitude, and from 130 to 133
deg. 30 min. Weft longitude, evidently Shews that they
are the Archipelago of St. Lazarus, and confequently
near the Straight of De Fonte, though farther refearches
muft be made before any degree of credibility can be
given to his pompous account of the place.
However, if the Spaniards on this occafion could find
no iflands where they actually exift, at other times they
have difcovered land which we now find to be imaginary.
T h e iflands Los Majos, La Mafo, and St. Maria la Gorta,
laid down by Mr. Roberts^ from 18 deg. 30 min. to 28
1
dear.
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deg. North latitude, and from 135 deg. to 149 deg.
Weft longitude, and copied by him from a Spaniih M.S.
chart, were in vain looked for by us, and, to ufe Maurelle's words, " it may be pronounced that no fuch Iflands
are to be found;" fo that their intention has uniformly
been to miflead rather than be of fervice to future Navigators.
To expatiate on the abfurdity, not to call it
worfe name, of fuch conduct, would be painful;
then turn from fo difagreeable a fubject, and fay
words refpeQing the Difcoveries of our immortal
tryman, the late Captain Cook.

by a
let us
a few
coun-

This celebrated Navigator fell in with the American
Coaft in 44 deg. North latitude, but had no opportunity
of coming to anchor till he arrived at Nootka, which he
named King George's Sound. It is Situated in 49 deg.
36 min. North latitude; and 126 deg. 42 min. Weft
longitude..
On leaving this harbour, he was prevented by bad weather from keeping in with the coaft,* and did not again.
fee
I At noon on the 28th April, 1778, the latitude by obfervation was
g t d e g . 1 min. North; longitude 229 deg. 26 min. Eaft. I now fleered
North:
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fee the land till he was in the latitude of 55 deg. 20
min. North. After this, Captain Cook had generally
an opportunity of keeping the coaft a-board ; he afcertained the Situation of Cape Edgecumbe, difcovered
Kaye's Ifland, Prince William's Sound, and Cook's River, in which two laft mentioned places he came to anchorTo fay that thefe different harbours are laid down with
accuracy and precision, would be unneceSTary; it is fufficient to obferve, that they were furveyed by Captain Cook.
It
North Weft by North, with a frefh gale at South South Eaft, and fair
weather; but at nine in the evening it began again to blow hard and in
fqualls, with rain. With fuch weather, and the wind between South
South Eaft and South Weft, I continued the fame courfe till the 30th, at
four in the morning, when I fleered North by Weft, in order to make
the land. I regretted very much, indeed, that I could not do it fooner;
for this obvious reafon, that we were now paffing the place where Geo>hers have placed the pretended Straight of Admiral de Fonte. For
my own part,. I give no credit to fuch vague and improbable ftories, which
carry their own. confutation with them. 'Neverthelefs, I was very defirous
of keeping the American Coaft a-board, in order to clear up this point
beyond difpute. But it would have been highly imprudent in me to
have engaged with the land in weather fo exceedingly tempeftuous, or to
have loft the advantage of a fair wind, by waiting for better weather.
This fame day at noon we were in latitude 53 deg. 22 min. North; and
longitude 225 deg. 14 min. Eaft. See Cook's Voyage to the Pacific
Ocean, Vol. ii,. page 343.
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It is needlefs to trace this excellent Navigator's Difcoveries any farther to the Northward, as they are unconnected with the prefent Voyage, and their importance is
well known to the world ; but it may be neceffary to
obferve, that Captain Cook met with furs only in Cook's
River, Prince William's, and King George's Sounds, fo
that thefe places were moft likely to engage the attention
of any perfons who Should engage in that branch of com*
merce.
Who the Gentlemen were that firft embarked in the
fur-trade, is perhaps not generally known, though it is
certain they were not hardy enough to fend veffels inthat employ directly from England ; for we find,- that
the firft veflel which engaged in this new trade was fitted out from China: She was a brig of Sixty tons, commanded by a Captain Hanna, who left the Typa in April,
1785. His deftination was for King George's Sound,
where he arrived the following Augufl.
Soon after his arrival, the natives attempted to board
his veffel in open day, but were repulfed with considerable Slaughter: this affair fecured the friendship of the
Indians, for they afterwards traded quietly and peaceably.
. Captain Hanna is faid to have procured a valuable cargo
c
of
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ef furs, though the number has never been mentioned.^
He left Nootka the Hatter end of September, and arrived
at Macao the end of December of the fame year.. The
feme Gentleman failed again from Macao in May, 1786,
in the Sea Otter, of one hundred and twenty tons, and*
arrived at King George's Sound in Auguft- The fucceis he met with in this expedition was never made
known, but no doubt it was greatly inferior to that of
his former voyage : he arrived at Macao in February,
1787.
The fnow Lark, Captain Peters, of two hundred and
twenty tons and forty; men,, failed from Macao in July,
178:6. Captain Peters had orders to make the North
Weft Coaft,. by way of Kamfchatka, and was directed to
examine the islands to the Northward of Japan. He arrived at KamMlaJfa the 20th of Auguft, and left that
place the 18th of September. Accounts have Since been
received, that this veffel was loft on Copper Ifland, and;
that only two of the people were Saved.
In t|i£ beginning of 1786, the fnow Captain Cook,,
of three hundred tons, and. the {now. Experiment, of one
hundred:
* A. particular aocount o f the furs which have been collected on theNorth Weft Coaft,, will be given.in.the. following Work*.
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hundred tons, were fitted out from Bombay. Thefe vef.
fels arrived at Nootka the end of June following; from
thence they proceeded to Prince William's Sound. After
fome Slay there, they left the coaft, and afterwards ar-?
rived fafe at Macao ; but the quantity of furs they procured is fuppofed to have been very inconsiderable.
In the Spring of the fame year, 1786, two veSTels were
fitted out from Bengal, viz. the Nootka, of two hundred
tons, Captain Meares, and the Sea Otter, of one hundred
tons, Captain Tipping.
Captain Meares failed from Bengal in March, and an
account of his deftination is given in the following Work,
..as he was met with by us in Prince William's Sound.
The Sea-Otter, Captain Tipping, left Calcutta a few
days after the Nootka. Her deftination was for Prince
William's Sound, where She arrived in September, whilft
the Captain Cook and the Experiment were there. She
left the Sound the day after, fuppofed for Cook's River,
but having never Since been heard of, there can be but
little doubt of her being loft.
c 2

The

m&m

INTRODUCTION.
The Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley, left Oftend the
latter end of November, 1786, and arrived at Nootka.
the beginning of June, 1787. Some account of his expedition will be met with in the prefent Voyage.
Having given a brief abstract of the. different Voyages
which have hitherto been made to the North Weft Coaft
of America, I cannot help noticing, an expedition that
was planned prior to any of them, and which, had it
been carried into execution, mull have proved exceedingly advantageous to the Proprietors, and very probar
bly would have entirely engroffed this lucrative branch
of commerce
So early as 1781, William Bolts, Efq; fitted out the.
Cobenzell, an armed Ship of 700 tons, for the NorthWeft Coaft of America., She was to have failed from
Triefte (accompanied by a tender of forty-five tons) under Imperial colours, and was equally fitted out for trade
or difcovery : men of eminence in- every department of
fcience were engaged on board ; all the maritime Courts,
of Europe were written to, in order to fecure a good reception for thefe vefTels, at their refpective ports, and.
favourable anfwers were returned ; yet, after all, this
expedition, fo exceedingly promifing in every point o£
viewv
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view, was overturned by a fet of interefted men, then in
power at Vienna.
This Short Sketch of what has yet been done in the fur
trade, will ferve to Shew that the attention of every trader
for Skins on the American Coaft has been fixed on Cook's
River, Nootka, and Prince William's Sound ;. but the
Reader will find, on perufing this Voyage, that a greater
quantity of furs may reafonably be expected in many
parts of the coaft, than at the harbours juft mentioned,
and will not, I hope, accufe me of vanity in aSTerting,
that a m6re fpirited undertaking was never fet on foot by
individuals, on true commercial principles-.
What additions we have made to the difcoveries of
Captain Cook, may eafily be feen, by calling an eye on
the annexed general chart. However, as the whole of
it is not laid down from my ownfurvey, it will be but juftice for me to mention the different authorities from which
f have taken the remainder.,
From the Kodiac of Captain Cook, (which is the Weftermoft part of the chart) to Whitfunday Bay, is the fame
as published from Captain Cook's furvey ; from thence
to Cape Douglas I have taken, from the track of the fnow
Nootka,,
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Nootka, Captain Meares, "which chart was put into my
liands by Mr. Rofs, Chief Mate, and the track is marked
with a dotted line. From Cape Douglas to Cook's River, and as far to the Southward and Eaftward as Portlock's Harbour, is laid down from Captain Portlock's and
any own furvey ; and here we differ in feveral places from
the general Chart of Captain Cook.
From Portlock's Harbour as far Southward as Beresford's Ifle, is entirely laid down from my own furvey.
The unfhaded part of the chart, from Woody Point
round to Cape Cox, is taken from two charts which Mr.
Cox very obligingly favoured me with ; the one by Captain Guife", Commander of the fnow Experiment; the
other by Captain Hanna, Commander.of the fnow SeaOtter ; and from Point Breakers South, is from a chart
by Captain Berkley, Commander of the Imperial Eagle.
It yet remains for me to befpeak the candour and in*,
dulgence of the reader, in perufing the following Work,.
as it was written by a perfon on board the Queen Charlotte, who has been totally unufed to literary purfuits, and
equally fo to a fea-faring life. However, to obviate any
objection that might poSlibly arife from his deficiency in
i
nautical
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nautical knowledge, I have been particularly careful in
correcting that part of the Work, and by way of Appendix, have given every thing of the kind which, in my opinion, can be any way interefting to a feaman ; as alfo a
Short Sketch of the few fubjects we have met with in
Natural Hiftory, that are likely to engage the attention of
the curious ; and I hope that a plain narrative of faBs,
written at the time when the different occurrences hap-^
pened, will prove interefting, though deficient in fmoothnefs of-language, or elegance of compofition.
G. D-
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HEN I took leave of thee at my departure from London}
thou prefledft me with all the warmth of friendfhip, to
fend thee not only a defcription of every country and place I might
have an opportunity of feeing, but a minute account of every
circumftance, however trivial, that Should occur during my naval
peregrination. I Shall endeavour to fulfil thy requeft with the
greateft pleafure, and that not only for thy amufement, but for
the employment of my own leifure hours. As thy nautical excursions, if I miftake not, never reached farther than Deptford or
Black-wall, I am lefs ap'prehenfive of any blunders I may make in
the ufe of terms relating to navigation, as it will not be in thy
power-to laugh at my expence-,and I know thy generofity too well,
to think thee capable of expofing my ignorance to the ridicule
2
.
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of profeffional men. However, what I may fend, whether good
or bad, will, I natter .jnyfelf, be acceptable to thee, if for no other
reafon but that it comes from affuredly thine,
W.B.
G R A V E SEND, ?

29thAuguft. 1

L E T T E R

II.

DEAR HAMLEN,

B

E F O R E I proceed to inform thee of any fea occurrences, it
will be neceffary to mention a few previous particulars, for
thy better information. Before I came on board, my idea of the
Voyage was fo very imperfect, that it was out of my power to give
thee any notion of our deftination. I now can tell thee, that
during the late Captain Cook's laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, it
was found that it would be eafily practicable to eitablifh a valuable Fur Trade on the American Coaft, and to difpofe of them to
great advantage at China. Though this was fo long fince as the
year 1780, yet the profecution of any plan lay dormant till'Spring
laft, when a fet of gentlemen procured a charter from the South
Sea Company, and were incorporated for the exprefs purpofe of
carrying on this trade to the belt advantage ; to facilitate which,
they purchafed two veffels, and got them ready for failing with
all expedition.
1
The

NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA.
The larger fhip is called the King George, and commanded by 1785.
Captain Portlock (who is Commander in Chief for the voyage) and , -U^J^
the fmaller vefTel (which I am on board) the Queen Charlotte,
commanded by Captain Dixon.
Thefe gentlemen were appointed to the command of this expedition with peculiar propriety, not only as able navigators, but
(having been this voyage with Captain Cook) they well knew what
parts of the Continent were likely to afford us the beft trade ; and
could alfo form a tolerable idea of the temper and difpofition of
the natives: add to this, they are men of feeling and humanity,
and pay the raoft Strict attention to the health of their fhips companies, a circumflance of the utmoft confequence in a voyage of
fuch length as this feems likely to be. Having" premifed thus far,
-I (hall proceed to acquaint thee of every circumflance relating to
the Voyage; but having an opportunity of forwarding this, I have
only time to fay, that I am well and truly thine,

W. B.
AVESEN'D, 1

29th
:h Auguft. J

L E T T E R

III.

G O T on board the Queen on Saturday evening, the 27th
Aug»ft,_and was received with great civility by my mefs-mates,
who were the Firft, Second, and Third Mates, the Surgeon, and
A 2
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the Captain's Clerk. The Doctor (a young Scotchman of twer
and twenty) very kindly explained to me the nature and ceconomy
of our mefs, and every other particular as far as time would permit.
When bed-time came on, I was in a fad dilemma, for my cot had
been fent by miftake on board the King George; but my friend
the Doctor very kindly offered me part of his, which I accepted
with reluclance, as I was fenfible it would greatly incommode
him: however, we made tolerable fhift. About midnight, the cot
broke down, and my fituation was truly difagreeable; but I chofe
to bear it patiently, rather than difturb my companion; but " the
grey morn in ruffet mantle clad," was never more welcome to any
one, than the approach of this was to me.
The fituation of life which I am now entering upon, being
altogether new to me, I muft inform thee of the plan I have laid
down for the regulation of my future conduct j and I hope thou
wilt join with me in thinking it the moft probable method of
fecuring to myfelf a tolerable Share of happinefs and tranquility
during my voyage. As I am a perfect Stranger to every perfon on
board, and equally fo to the manners and cuftoms of a fea-faring
life, I am determined to affi.milate myfelf as much as poflible to
both, or, as Chefterfield phrafes it, to be " All things to all men."
This, I am afraid, will be no eafy tafk, but furely the object in
view is well worth any pains I can take to attain it.
I know thee to be {o fond of characters, that thou art already
impatient to be acquainted with thofe of my fhip-mates; but
don't be too much in a hurry; at a future opportunity I perhaps
may oblige thee'wirh an attempt of the defcriptive kind.
Our

' N O R T H - W E S T C O A S T OF A M E R I C A .
Our pilot being -come on board, and every thing being ready for
failing, we weighed anchor on the 29th, at nine o'cloek in the morning, and flood down the river for Gravefend. The profpect on
each fide the river, though not fo enriched with gentlemen's feats,
or pleafure grounds, as beyond London the other way, is truly
pleafing : it affords many extenfive views, which are agreeably
variegated, and inconteflibly prove, that Nature alone is often:
fuperior to the utmoft refinements of Art. The wind and tide
being in our favour, we came to anchor at Gravefend about twoo'clock. Near this place is Tilbury Fort, the fight of which
reminded me of G. A. Stevens's Politician, in his celebrated Lecture on Heads. After dinner, I went with the Surgeon in one of
our boats to Gravefend, to purchafe fome necefTari.es for our mefs,..
and to gratify my curiofity with a fight of the place: but I can
give thee no farther defcription of it, than that the ftreets are
narrow and dirty, and the inhabitants chiefly thofe who gain a
livelihood by employment either at fea or on the river.
Though we were got thus far, yet our voyage had like to have
been greatly retarded, on the following account. The articles of
agreement being read to the people this evening, they refufed to
fign them without a greater advance of wages than is ufually
given; but this Captain Portlock abfolutely refufed to comply
with, and after reafoning with them fome time, they chearfully
agreed to proceed on the voyage : thus, by the addrefs of Captain
Portlock, was this hiatus got over, which otherwife would haveproved very difagreeable, and poffibly have loft us the feafon.
On the 30th in the morning, the people of both Ships were paid
what wages were due to them, together with a month's advance,
which they prefently laid out in purchafing neceflaries of the flopboats

A

VOYAGE

TO

THE

1785- boats that came along-fide us, and who never fail to attend on
J^-.!/ thefe occafions, well knowing that a proper failor can never go to
fea with a fafe confcience, whilft he has any money h\his pocket.
The tide ferving about eleven o'clock, we weighed anchor, and
flood for the Downs. The water now began to have a greenifh
eaft, and the fhip having a good deal of motion, I began to feel
myfelf rather fick, but it prefently went off, and I never felt any
thing of it afterwards, which was rather extraordinary, as there
are few frefh-water failors who are not troubled with fea-ficknefs.
The perfpective might now be faid to have rather a nautical appearance, as our diftance from fhore was «onfiderable, though we
never loft fight of land.
The day was agreeable and pleafant, and we came to anchor
about eight o'clock in the evening, without any material occurrence, near Margate, that place fo much frequented in the feafon
by the wives and daughters of the better fort of London citizens,
who refort here for the purpofes of drinking fea-water, wafhing
away the finoke and dufl of London, aping the manners of people
in high life, pulling to pieces the reputation of their neighbours,
and carefully concealing any flaws in their own. The wind being
fair, we again weighed anchor early in the morning, and after a
pleafant day's fail, brought to a-breafl of Deal in the evening.
The fituation of Deal is pleafant enough, and particularly convenient for the contraband trade, which is carried on here to avery great extent, on account of its vicinity to the Downs, and the
fhelter it affords for homeward-bound Ships. Add to this, the
inhabitants are men of a moft enterprizing and undaunted fpirit,
defpifing all dangers, and will Stick at nothing to accomplifh any
thing .they undertake. Indeed no man can be a compleat fmuggler
•without thefe characteristics.
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The. wind being againft us, we. lay here all the ill of Septerrf- 1785.
ber; but in the morning of the 2d, a favourable breeze fpringing ,^pt!"1. ^J
up, we weighed anchor, and made fail. The adjoining coaft feems
not to be in a high State of cultivation ; yet at times it affords
very agreeable profpects, particularly Dover, and its vicinity. I
could not behold the Caftle without calling to mind that celebrated defcription of the profpeCt from it in our immortal Shakepeare's King Lear. The day being pretty clear, we could plainly
fee the Coaft of France, and were in full view of Albion's chalky
cliffs, fhofe objects fo pleafing to a failor, after a long voyage, and
which I ardently hope to have the fatisfaction of again beholding
a few years hence. We had very little variety in our progrefs, till
the 5th, when a very heavy gale of wind fprung up, and our veffel
was toifed about at the .mercy of the winds and waves. Every
thing now was:hnwfy and disorder $ and the creakiag of the fhip's
timbers, the noife of the people on deck running backwards and
forwards, and the howling of the winds amongft the mafts and
yards, added to the general confufion.
During this fcene, I kept below in the Steerage, in a fituation, not very agreeable thou mayeft be fure : indeed, had I
given way to the firft impulfes of fear, I Should have been more
dead than a^ve -, but I had recollection enough to reflect, that our
Firft and Second Mates were experienced feamen, and that if
we were in any imminent danger, I Should know it by their
countenances, which were the barometer by which I regulated
my feelings j and this prudent ftep a good deal lelfened my
anxiety, for I learned from their difcourfe that they did not
•apprehend any great danger, except from a lee Shore,' and we
had day-light in our favour, and at a confiderable* diftanee from
land. Towards the evening the Storm abated, which eafed my
apprehenfions, and I ventured on deck; but, good God ! how was •
I amazed
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I amazed to fee the Sea rolling in billows mountains high, and
in a molt tremendous manner, every wave fufficient to
fwallow up our little veflel.
The next day the waters had recovered, their ufual ferenity, and
all Nature feemed to be as it were renovated. How forcible is
that Simile of the good old Patriarch, when defcribing the fickleof his fon : " He fhall be (fays he) unliable as water."
Thou wilt forgive me thefe trifling digreffions j when they rife to
the end of my pen, (if I may be allowed the expreffion) I never
check them j and thou, perhaps, wilt like them better than the
mofi ftudied paragraphs.
My letter feems fwelled to an unreafonable length, therefore I
fhall only obferve at prefent, that we came to anchor at this place
on the 8th in the afternoon, after a very agreeable day's fail.
Thou may eft expect a further continuation the firft opportunity
Thine, &c.
W. B.
ITHEA]
9th September, i
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HIS place is fituated betwixt Portfmouth and the Ifle of
Wight, and is about eight or ten miles over. It is only a
harbour for veffels that drop in occafionally, or fuch of his Majesty's
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jelly's Ships as are deftined for immediate fervice. The place for
7 5veffels that are laid up, or repairing, being up a narrow creek, i ^ - , - ^
which divides Portfmouth from Gofport.
One of the firft objects that prefented itfelf to my view, on our
firft coming to anchor, was the mails of the Royal George, which
Ship, thou mayeft remember, went to the bottom a few years ago.
It is a melancholy reflection, that near fifteen hundred poor fouls
Should periSh in a moment, many of whom were of the firft families. There are a number of line of battle Ships at anchor here, the
fight of which is quite a novelty to me; but that which renders the
profpect from hence completely charming, is the beautiful landfcape which the Ifle of Wight affords. Nothing in Nature can
prefent a more delectable appearance, than the enchanting verdure
of its fields and meadows. I can fay nothing of its infulated appearance, but am told, that it is at leaft equal to the coaft; if fo,
k muft be a moft defirable, residence for thofe who are fond of a
country retirement.
Spithead is a moft excellent market for the farmer to difpofe of
his various produce, the number of Ships conflantly lying here
confuming more than they can poffibly ftrrnifh them with, and
for which they in general obtain good prices, (particularly in time
of war) though we laid in both live flock and other neceffaries for
our mefs very reafonable, fuch as hogs, geefe, fowls, rabbits, ducks,
and hams j cheefe, butter, onions, potatoes, &c. &c.
Amongft the men of war at anchor here, is the Goliah, of 74
guns. Captain Sir Hyde Parker. Mr. Lauder, (our Surgeon) had
been Surgeon's Mate on board her, and having a number of acquaintance there, he very kindly invited me to go on board along
B
with'
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with 1dm. Thou mayeft be fure that I was greatly pleafed with
t opportunity of gratifying my curiofity, and readily accepted his invitation. We were on board feveral hours, but I am too
great a novice in fea matters to give thee any tolerable defcription
of a m;in of war : indeed I had it not in my power, if I had ability,,
for, be ing an abfolute Stranger to every body, (the Doctor totally
engrof]'ed by his old fhip-mates) I could not with propriety afk
any particular questions. Thus far I can tell thee, that the decks,,
and indeed every paffage and gangway, are kept as neat and
clean as a good country houfewife would her trenchers : they
have not near fo many people on board as in time of war, but
even then, I am told they are equally attentive in regard to cleanlinefs. This, I believe, was far from being the cafe formerly, till
abfolute neceffity convinced them of its utility. In abfolute
governments one, perhaps, might fee inferior ranks of people kept
in due fubordination, though an Englishman can ill brook it,
liberty and freedom being with him innate principles ; but the
Captain of a man of war is, I underftand, more abfolute than the
moft defpotic monarch. Prudence may, fometimes, make this:
exertion of power neceffary, as a man of war, (like a common
fewer) is the receptacle for the moft profligate and abandoned of
mankind. We dined on board, along with upwards of twenty
Midfhipmen, Doctor's Mates, &c. and every thing was conducted
with the utmoft regularity and decorum, accompanied with a..
politenefs which I was far from expecting at fea, and which, I
believe, is not always the cafe; harmony and decorum, nay, common decency, being pretty often kicked out of doors. In regard
to Portfmouth I can fay but little, being there only a. few hours.
I am told it is the befl fortified of any place in the kingdom,, and I
am apt to believe it. Exclufive of the dock-yard, and other public works carried on here,, the town, is inconsiderable, though it is,
1
the

NORTH-WEST

COAST

OF

AMERICA.

thelargefl in this part of the country. In time of war, the people ,
at inns, and places of public refort, are particularly exorbitant
in their charges, finding, I fuppofe, that proverb verified, that
<c
Sailors get their money like horfes, and fpend it like affes." This
however, is not always the cafe, for I fupped and fpent a very convivial evening with our Firft Mate, and a relation of Captain
Dixon's, at the Star and Garter, which is reckoned one of the
deareft houfes, and we found every accommodation excellent, and
their charges very moderate. Here are a number of Jews, who
principally live in one Street, called Jews-Street, and a great many
proftitutes of the loweft clafs, who always have a plentiful harveft
in time of war, from the wages and prize-money of unwary
Sailors.
Our bufinefs at this place {fiich as filling up our water, procuring Ship's Stores, &c.) being compleated, we Shall fail from
hence the firft fair wind; but thou mayeft expect a continuation
from Guernfey, at which place we Shall touch.
Adieu, thine, &c.
W. B.
SPITHEAD, 7 .
14th Sept. J

L E T T E R
G R E E A B L Y to my promife, I now fit down to give thee
L a continuation of our progrefs, though it blows ^fo very
hard, and the Ship has fo much motion, (notwithstanding our
being at double -anchor) that I fcarcely can write intelligibly. We
B2
left
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left Spithead on the 16th inft. at eight o'clock in the morning, and:
paffed by St. Helen's at eleven ; but the wind proving contrary,,
and the weather wet and hazy, we returned to St. Helen's Road,,
and came to anchor there in the evening. At feven the next
morning we weighed, and made fail. The weather during this,,
and the two following days, was moderate, and the winds variable..
On board the King George were feveral ladies, who were going to
Guernfey on a jaunt of pleafure; and a cutter, from Gofport,.
belonging to our owners, accompanied us for the purpofe of bringing them back. On the 19th, in the evening, we were at anchor:
with what is called the kedge, (which is one of the fmall anchors)
and the cutter was moored to our Stern with a Stout rope * but
though the weather was very moderate, the tide run fo Strong,,
that the rope prefently broke, and the cutter ran adrift: the flukfc
of our anchor was likewife carried away j this, however, was
attended with no great inconveniency. Though I am fo young a
fail or, yet I had already been in fome danger, as thou may eft recollect when we had a heavy gale of wind off Beachy -x and I was.
again deftined to be in a much worfe fituation, from quite a contrary caufe, viz. a calm. This, to one like thee, will feem a
paradox, as you people who never faw fait water muft needs think it
the beft weather when the Sky is clear, and the water fmooth. On
the 20th, in the afternoon, we faw the CaSketts, which are a heap
of rocks, fo called by failors, on account, I fuppofe, of their likenefs. Thefe rocks have been, perhaps, more fatal to mariners,
than ever were the famed Scylla and Charibdis of the ancients.
The tide drifted us right upon them: we were quite becalmed, fo
that our veffel was unmanageable5 and at eight in the evening,
they were within little more than a mile of us: we had foundings
indeed in eighteen or twenty fathom water, but the bottom was
nothing but Sharp rocks, fo that had we been reduced to theneceffity
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fity of letting go our anchor ; there was fcarcely a poflibility of 1785.
its doing us any fervice; but at nine o'clock the tide turned, and ^ l m _ . ^
all our apprehenfions were quickly over. This circumflance will
at once fhew thee, that calms, when near land, are oft times more
dangerous than violent gales of wind.
On the 21 ft, about one o'clock, our-owners brought us a pilot
on board (the harbour of Guernfey being right a-head of us) totake us in; and it was rather a laughable circumflance, that the
man pretended he could not fpeak any Englifh, and we had nobody •
on board who understood French; but we foon found Monfiemr
knew fomething of Englifh, when he understood, that if he was
ignorant of our language, we muft provide ourfelves with another
pilot.
We came to anchor in Guernfey Road about fix o'clock in the.evening, the weather wet and hazy. Thou wilt expect me to fayfomething about this place, and I Shall give thee every mformation.
in my power with the greateft pleafure, though my account wul
be much more circumfcribed than I could wifhj notwithftanding
this, thou mayeft be affured, that for the fake of fwelling my narrative, I never will forfake the regions of truth, or overleap the
bounds of probability. On a rock entirely furrounded by water,.
about three quarters of a mile from the town, Stands the Caftle, but
its appearance has nothing of that Gothic eaft, which edifices of that
kind generally have ; it is exceeding low, and I fancy very ancient,,
the greater part having been recently repaired, which makes it look .
like a piece of patch-work. It is defended by a number of guns,
and a guard of foldiers ; but what quantity of each I cannot in- form thee. It is likewife the prifon for all the ifland, either in;
civil, or criminal cafes. The only thing to recommend the Road'
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where we lay, as a place for Ships to anchor in is, its excellent
bottom; in other refpects, the fituation is very bad, being very
much expofed to the winds; but the inhabitants have an excellent
place clofe to the town, for their own veffels to lay in, well fecured
againft any violent wind or weather whatfoever. Guernfey is
Situated on the Tide of a pretty fteep hill, v/ith a Stony, or rather
rocky bottom: it confifts of feveral Streets, which are dark, narrow, and inconvenient, but always clean, not only on account of
their hard bottom, but alfo their declivity; fo that any dirt or
filth is always wafhed away by the laft Shower of rain.
The houfes in general are built of a coarfe kind of free-Stone;
, and feldom appear commodious, but never elegant: indeed convenience alone feems to have been principally attended to, even in
the moft modern ones. The ifland, I believe, is not very populous,
and moil of the inhabitants ai e brought up to a fea-faring life;
fo that the place, not affording every neceffary of life in plenty,
may, perhaps, be owing to proper want of cultivation, more than
its natural Sterility. This inconvenience is little felt, as the Guernfey cruizers, being always on the coaft of England, (whofe fertile
plains fb amply reward the careful farmer's toil) bring back every
thing they want at a cheap fate.
The merchants who refide at Guernfey are pretty numerous,
and fome of them considerable. In time of war, they fit out a
number of privateers, and, in general, are pretty fuccefsful; but I
am inclined to think, that a love of gain prompts them to thefe
undertakings more than love of their country. In regard to their
trade, it is chiefly of the contraband kind, and that on a veryextenfive plan, not being confined to their neighbours, the French alone,
but extending to Spain, Portugal, and the Streights. In their religion
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gion, (which is the Church of England) they are, I am told, very 1785.
exact, and pay a moft Strict attention to the obfervance of the Sab- S,ept!^b<^;
bath : this thou wilt fay but ill agrees with their living in constant \ violation of laws both divine and human. I am rather of
the fame opinion; but I endeavour to reconcile thefe contradictions,
by fuppofing that the text of fcripture about cc rendering unto
Cssfar,' &c." is left out of their edition of the Bible; and that
liberty, property, and no excife, is the fundamental axiom of their
Magna Charta. One benefit which they reap from their encounters with the myrmidons from the Englifh Cuftoms is, that knowing they are acting contrary to law, their men become totally callous to the feelings of humanity, and being thus entirely divefted
of the milk of human kindnefs,, they fight like devils; and this
may, in a great meafure, account for the great fuccefs the Guernfey
privateers generally meet with, Wines, brandy, &c. &c. are the
principal commodities they traffick in. Thefe articles, thou well
knowefl, pay heavy duties in England, therefore are bell worththeir attention. Till lately the article of tea was a kind of Staple
commodity here, but Mr. Pitt's late bill having fo greatly lowered,
the duties, it is no longer an object worth their attention. What
few women I faw were very ordinary ; indeed it was no eafy matter to tell what complexion they were of, fo liberally were they
bedaubed with paint and powder. Their language feems to be a.
mixture of bad French, with a provincial dialect, which renders itunintelligible jargon to every body but themSelves ; however, the
greater part of the people in town fpeak pretty good: Englifh.
Our principal bufinefs here was to take fome articles from the
King George on board our veffel, and to lay in a Stock of liquor,
for the people during the voyage, both which are compleated, and
we only wait for a fair wind to weigh anchor, and proceed on our.
\
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voyage.—Heigh-ho—I cannot help Sighing to think what a diftance -I Shall foon be from—but a truce with all melancholy reflections, and whilft I exifl, believe me to be, 6cc.
W. B.
'GUERNSEY,

.?

.25th September. J

L E T T E R

VI.

T the conclusion of my laft I informed thee, that we only
waited for a fair wind to leave Guernfey, which fortunately
happened the next day,wiz. the 26th September, when we weighed
and made fail. On the 27th, we faw feven iflands, at about {even
leagues distance. On the 28th, fait provisions were ferved out to
the Ship's company. I already foreSee, that in fulfilling thy
requeft of mentioning every occurrence, I Shall make my letters
nothing but a dull repetition of tirefome and uninteresting circumstances. Here methinks I fee thee make a full Stop, and with a
fmile, mutter to thyfelf, | What the devil does the fellow mean ?
He furely has not the vanity to think that the beft of his letters
are any thing elfe than a heap of dull, tedious Stuff?" Well, if
this is thy opinion, I moft cordially agree with thee: however,
were my abilities greater, it would be out of my power to avoid
tautology at all times. On the 30th, grog was ferved out, which
made all hands look briSk and chearful: thou art not to imagine
that I include our mefs in this obfervation, as we had a plentiful
Stock of our own, independent of the Ship's allowance. We had
.a Strong gale of wind Since our leaving Guernfey: this I was
2
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familiar to. Before I mention a circumstance that happened on
Sunday the 2d of October, I muft inform thee that we keep the Oftober.
Sabbath-day in a decent and orderly manner; all hands appearing,
as the Spectator fays of country villages on the fame occasion,
| with their cleaneft looks and befl cloaths, clearing away the ruft
of the week," and employ themfelves in reading good books, no
duty being carried on that can be avoided.
• On the 2d, about noon, one of the people faw fomething at a
distance, floating on the water; this immediately excited every
one's curiofity, and we wished to have a nearer view of it, but
having little or no wind, the Ship would not obey the helm : we
prepared to hoift out our boat, but the tackles for that purpofe
were not at hand. In this dilemma, feveral of the people wiShed
to jump over-board, in order to fee what had fo engaged our
attention, and to fave it if worth the trouble. At firft Captain
Dixon objected to this, for fear of Sharks, or other accidents; but
there was no alternative, as the expected- prize drifted from us
every moment;' fo giving leave, two of the people were in the fea
in a moment, and found it to be a large caSk, entirely covered
with a kind of Shell-fiSh, called barnacles. They prefently brought
it along-fide, and we hoifted it on board. There is no doubt but
it had been in the water a long time, as thefiShwere with difficulty
fcraped off, having nearly eat holes through the caSk: on examination it proved to be a hogfhead of claret. This might juflly
be reckoned an acquisition, yet it is a melancholy reflection to
think, that no veffel would part with it but in the greateft exigency,
and that we only profited by the diftrefs of others.
Till the 13th, nothing particular occurred; (we had feen Strange
Ships at two or three different times, but not near enough to difC
'
cern
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cern what country they were from) but early in the morning we
faw the Ifland of Porto Santo, at about fix leagues diflance; (thou
art to understand, that a league at fea is three miles) and Madeira
fomething nearer: the day being very .fine and clear, we kept
Standing along the Shore, within a mile of the land. This ifland,
fo famous in the commercial, or I might rather fay, voluptuous
world, for its wine, appears mountainous, but not difagreeably fo,.
as the land Slopes down by gentle declivities to the water's edge.
The numerous vineyards teem with ripe clusters of the juicy grape,
which feem to invite the preffure of the careful vintner: thefe are
ever and anon interfered by various plantations of other kinds,
together with convents, and other public edifices, dedicated to religious feclufion, which appear to be very numerous here, and put
me in mind of Foote's Mother Cole, when She complains of the
cruel villains " immuring for life fuch fweet young things, &c."
Funchall, the capital of the ifland, appears very full of places
dedicated to public worShip ; and the Streets feem regular. With
this thou muft be contented, for I have no other opportunity of
feeing it than through a perfpective glafs, at three miles distance.
When I firft began to write, I was not certain whether fortune
would favour me with an opportunity of fending it from Madeira,
but on our coming a-breafl of this bay, we found here two of his.
Majefty's Ships, bound for England; and we are now laying to,,
whilft the packets are getting ready.
If I recollect right, when I firft gave thee an account of our
veffels, and their destination, I did not mention what number of
mds we had on board. In our Ship we are thirty-two in all,
including Captain Dixon. On board the King George, they are
nearly (if not quite) double that number; but fome of them are
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mere children, and belong to people of confequence, who, intending them for the fea, I fuppofe, thought they could not do better
than embrace this opportunity of initiating them early in their
profession; to do which more compleatly, Captain Portlock has on
board a youth from the Mathematical School in Christ's Hofpital
to inflruct them in the theoretical, whilft he teaches them the
practical part of navigation.
Amongft the " changes and chances of this mortal life," behold
thy friend, doomed to fpend fome years of his, if Providence allows
him to exift, entirely fecluded from the bufy world. To the hermit, this might perhaps be a defirable event: I cannot fay that is
by any means the cafe with me. Thou mayeft, indeed, fay, that J
am not entirely divefted of the comforts of fociety j—true—but
thou art to understand, that I have very little converfation with
any except my mefs-mates; and as failors generally introduce
falt-water fubjects, and thofe handled fo as to Shew they have
excluded logic from their Studies, my entertainment cannot be
great.
. I frequently walk the deck for four.hours, without fpeaking as
many words: at thefe times my thoughts are employed on a
variety of fubjects, and I propofe committing them to paper, both
for my amufement, and to have the pleafure of thy remarks, which
I beg thee always freely to make. Our Captain's letters are ready,
and the boat is waiting.—Adieu.—Believe me thine,
W.B.
F U N C H A L L - B A Y , (Madeira) 1

14th O&ober.
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F any thing can exceed the pleafure I have in writing to thee;,
it is that I have juft experienced, viz. the fetting my feet on
terra firma. By this thou wilt conclude I have been on Shore,,
and consequently expect a defcription of this Ifland. As good a
one as I can give is at thy fervice 3 but let me refume my narrative
where I laft left thee.
After fending our letters on board his Majefty's fhip, we left
Funchall-Bay, and Steered for this place, with moderate breezesj
andJine weather..
On the 16th we faw Palma and Ferro, (two of the Canary
Elands) bearing South by Eaft, at about twelve leagues distance.
Perhaps thou wilt fmile at my mentioning the bearings and diftances | but give me leave to tell thee, that it is methodical and
feaman-like: this, I hope, will not only fecure me from thy animadversions, but merit thy approbation.
On the 19th, we were in 22 degrees North latitude, and the
weather being pretty clear, it was very hot and fultry. Our decks
leaked very bad> and the carpenters were very bufily employed'H*
caulking.
Early in the. morning of the 24th, we faw the Ifland Bonavifta,.
at feven leagues diftance. If I miftake not this is the Ifland which the renowned Columbus firft faw, when, he failed, in queft of anew
worlds
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world. At ten o'clock the Ifle of Mayo bore N. N. E. four leagues,
Oaober.
and Sts Jago, (our intended port) at eight leagues distances

\*
Thy knowledge in geography will inform thee, that thefe are
part of the Cape de Verd Iflands, and are Subject to the Portugueze.
At noon we came to anchor in Port Praya Bay, St. Jago, in eight
fathom water. The extremes of the land which forms the Bay,
bore from Eaft by South, to South-Weft. The Caftle and Fort,
North-Weft by Weft, diftance from Shore near two miles.
The Ifland St. Jago is Situated in near 14 degrees 54 minutes
North latitude; and 23 degrees 29 minutes Weft longitude : I cannot fpeak with any degree of certainty in regard to- its extent, but
I think its utmoft circumference cannot be one hundred miles.
It is natural to fuppofe, from its fituation, that the climate is
very hot, and this is greatly increafed by Easterly winds, which
are generally prevalent here; thefe constantly blowing from the
fandy defarts of Africa, greatly add to the natural heat of the climate.
Our bufinefs at this place was to wafer our veffels, procure frefh.
provisions, and whatever neceffaries the place afforded, that could.
by any means conduce to our prefent or future accommodation;
in order to do which, our Captains took the firft opportunity of
going on Shore to find out the beft and eafieft method of facilitating their purpofeThe Commander of the Fort treated them at firft in rather a
haughty manner, but on having a trifling prefent made him,, he
grew civil, and gave them leave to water the Ships; this, it feems,
being:

hi:
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1785- "being all that'is in his power, all other neceflaries being furnished
(^J^U^,* 'by a Portugueze merchant, who refides within a quarter of a mile
from the beach.
Every thing for our difpatching bufinefs being fettled, I had the
pleafure of going on Shore with our Captains. An old Negro (a
native of the Ifland) received us on the beach; he could fpeak a
little broken Englifh, and on understanding our bufinefs, went along
with us to the merchant's houfe, and proved very ferviceable, for
none of us knew a word of Portugueze, and he could fpeak no
Englifh, fo that the old man ferved as an interpreter.
We were received with great civility and politenefs, and treated
with fome excellent Madeira, capilaire, oranges, &c. We paid a
guinea for each veffel, as a kind of port charge, and entered their
names in a book kept for that purpofe, together with their destination, and from whence they came.
Captain Portlock agreed with this gentleman for fome beef, and
a few other neceffaries ; but our interpreter informed us, that the
country people would furnifh us with many things we wanted, on
cheaper terms than this gentleman.
On going to Praya we found a kind of market held there, a
number of people being affembled from various parts of the Ifland,
with different articles to fell, fuch as hogs, Sheep, goats, fowls,
turkies, &c. together with oranges, lemons, limes, cocoa-nuts,
bananas, a few pine-apples, and fmall quantities of clayed fugar,
which they make up in parcels like our baskets of fait. The fruit
of every kind was fine, and peculiarly acceptable to us, not only
becaufe
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becaufe they ferved in a moft agreeable manner to quench third,
but likewifeas they are excellent anti-fcorbutics.
Of their live Slock, the hogs and turkies are by far the belt;
their goats and Sheep being very thin and fpare, and their bullocks'
(for fo it feems they call them) not fb large as an Englifh year-old
calf; yet fo poor are the people, that none of them could furniShf
us with any beef, the merchant, it feems, being the only perfon
here able to carry on that traffic. We found old cloathsr'and toys
in greater estimation than cafh amongfl thefe people, efpecially in,
exchange for their lefs valuable articles, fuch as goats, fowls, fruit,
&c. This was a lucky circumflance for us, as Englifh coin is not
current here; however, it was neceffary to have fome cafh, which
we got by applying tos the merchant,, who exchanged our guineas
for Spanifh dollars; giving us four dollars, equal here to five frul-"
lings-each, for a guinea j. So that the courfe of exchange here is
nearly fifteen per cent, againft us. The beft way for any Captain,
who propofes to touch at this place for a fupply of provisions, &c.
would be, to bring a few articles of hard-ware, fueh as knives,
buckles, razors, &c. &C, thefe would fetch a good profit, and fjurniSh him with whatever cafh he might want.
I have not time to add more at preSent, but willfiniSKmy account of this place in my next. Thine, &c.
W, B.,
r-PRAYA, (St. Jag
26th Odtober.
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I N C E the date of my laft, feveral Ships have arrived here,
viz. three fail from London, and an American brig.

The American's bufinefs, it feems, was to pick up horfes, or
any cattle he could lay hands on; but rtone being here, he weighed
anchor after Slaying a few hours. The London veffels are employed in the Southern whale fishery; one of them, juft come
out, belongs to a Mr. Montgomery, in Prefcott-ftreet, Goodman'sFields: the brig I have heard nothing about; and the other Ship,
to
Hamet, Efq. now Sir Benjamin Hamet. She is called
the Hamet, after her owner, and commanded by a Captain Clarke,
who is a good hearty kind of man, and fo obliging as to take the
charge of our letters.
I Shall now proceed to finifh what further account I am able to
give thee of this place. The Fort and Caftle, or rather the paltry
places which ferve as an apology for them, are Situated on an eminence, near half a mile from the water-Side, and commanded by a
Captain, with a detachment of foldiers, fufHcient, no doubt, to keep
the Ifland in proper fubjugation, but furely unable to repel any
foreign armament.
Immediately behind this fortrefs, on a large plain, Stands the
town of Praya, confifting of about fifty or fixty huts, Standing at
a good distance from each other, and form a large quadrangle,
where the market is held: near the center is a pile of Stones,
i
which
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which ferve as a crofs. - Thefe huts (for I can call them no better)
are built with ftones, without any cement, and are perhaps as
poorly constructed, as the moft miferable out-houfe belonging to
an English farmer. They confift only of a ground-floor, which is
generally divided into two, or at moft three rooms.
Beds are a luxury not known in general here, the people Sleeping on mats: indeed I faw one at the merchant's before-mentioned,
but fcarcely a menial fervant in England would Sleep'in it.
The natives are blacks, and generally fervants to the Portugueze,
many of whom refide here. They profefs the Roman Catholic
religion, of which they feem very tenacious. One day when I was
at Praya, the people were going to public worShip, and, impelled
by curiofity, I was pofting to the chapel, in order to fee their
method of faying mafs ; but the Commander of the Fort happening to fee me, fent one of his foldiers to order me back.
The Portugueze behave kindly to Strangers, but, perhaps, this
may proceed from interested motives, as we went to their houfes
to purchafe fruit, &c. A good woman at one of the houfes made
me a mefs of boiled Indian wheat, mixed up with goat's milk, and
fweetened with fugar, much like a good English houfe wife's Sirmity:
this She preffed me to partake of with fo much good-nature, that I
could not refufe eating, and found it a very agreeable mefs. It
might be imagined from the warmth of the climate, that the females are naturally amorous; yet both the natives and Portugueze
constantly refifted every folicitation of that kind from our gentlemen, though they enforced their rhetoric with very tempting prefents : whether thefe conftant denials proceeded from a real love
of chaftity, I Shall leave thee to determine.
I judge
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I judge the foil to be much the fame with that of tropical islands-,
in general; indeed, were it capable of improvement equal to that
of England, the people are too lazy to cultivate it. I have before
mentioned the principal articles this place produces. Thefe, in.
general, require little or no labour, except the cultivation of In- •
dian wheat, and the manufacturing the fmall quantity of fugar- tane which the ifland affords i from this they make a kind of fpirit,
which is here called rum, but by faUors aqua dente. This theyv
tnake into punch,, and render it palatable by infufing_ plenty of
Ismon,, or lime-juice and fugar.
This ifland abounds with goats, and their milk feems to be a
eonfiderable part of the people's fuftenance; for I obferved in all
the huts I went into,, bowls filled with it, and generally a number
of cheefes. I am the more apt to believe this, as I could fee no
preparations for cooking victuals in any of the houfes, not even fo >
much as a Sire,, though I vifited many of them at different times ofr
the day.
The heat of the climate requires but little cloathing, and in this
refpect fuits the purfes of the inhabitants ; for the few cloaths
they have, the foldiers excepted, Seem to be purchafed at fecondhand, from Ships that touch here for refreshment. I ought not to
include the women, however, (the fair fex. I had like to have Said)
in this remark: they wear a loofe wrapper, of cotton manufacture,
the produce of the ifland, generally Striped with blue, after various
patterns, as their fancy fuggefts; this wrapper, with a light petticoat and a cap, chiefly constitute the women's drefs. By way of
ornament, their ears and neck are decorated with beads, or fome
toy of trifling value, and from the neck a crofs is generally fufpended. The Portugueze look the picture of ill-health; their countenances
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tenances are wan, meagre, and fallow: whether or no this is peculiar to the people of that nation, or occasioned by the climate, I
cannot fay : the natives, however, in general are healthy looking
people. Their government I can fay nothing about, but I Should,
fuppofe it in fome meafure Similar to that of Portugal.
So much for St. Jago. Our time will not permit us to Slay
longer than is neceffary to compleat our water, and let the people
have a little recreation on Shore, which is very neceffary for the
prefervation of their health: moft of this being already done, I
expect every minute to hear " AH hands up anchor a-hoy" vociferated by the Boatfwain, with all the noify bawl that a good pair of
lungs can afford; fo that I fhall finish with the words of Hamlet's
father, " Farewel!
remember me! Thine ever,
W . B.
ST. JAGO, 1

<a8th October. J
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H A V E before obferved, that I correfpond with thee as much
for my own amufement as thy information—I beg pardonj—
I meant to fay the gratification of thy curiofity : fo that thou art
not to wonder at feeing my letters frequently dated at fea; for, in
committing our daily occurrences to paper, I am totally governed
by good weather and opportunity. Indeed I know thee to be fo
ready to make every kind allowance, that this preamble was fcafcely
D 2
neceiTary>
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neceffary; I Shall therefore refume my narrative withour further

November.

,_ _^_j ceremony.
Having compleated every object we had in view at St. Jago, and
a favourable breeze Springing up, we weighed anchor at ten o'clock
in the morning of the 29th October, after taking leave, with three
hearty cheers, of our good friend Captain Clarke, whom we left at
anchor. We alfo left the Ship belonging to Mr. Montgomery
riding in the bay. The live Slock we brought from the Ifle of
Wight being nearly expended, we had purchafed feveral goats, turkies, and Sheep here, in order to make our voyage more comfortable, and to preferve us from the fcurvy.
I have already mentioned the great heat of the weather at St.
Jago, and endeavoured, in fome meafure, to account for it. Thou
mayeft eafily imagine, that the nearer we approached the Equinoctial Line, the weather grew more intenfely hot; and this isgreatly increafed by calms, which are very frequent in latitudes
near the Line, whilft a frefh breeze always renders the heat more;:
tolerable.
On the 3d November, being in eight degrees North latitude^,
and the weather moft intenfely hot, our people were bufily employed in fcrubbing and cleaning between decks, and every part of !?
the veffel with care, and afterwards wafhed it well with vinegar..
This method was always ufed by the late Captain Cooke, in his
long voyages, and he ever found it attended with the happieft effects, in regard to the prefervation of health.. Such kind and
humane attentions to the health of people under the care of any
Commander, muft certainly place.his character, as a man and a.
Ckrifiian-f;
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thriftian, high in the estimation of every perfon of feeling and 1785.
,
November.-humanity.
!_-_,,._,
Indeed I cannot help considering this attention as a duty abfolutely incumbent on him; for, if the mafter of a family on fhoreeonfiders it his duty to take care of his fervants during ficknefs,
when they have it in their power to procure relief by various other
methods, how much more does it behove the Captain of a Ship t o
beftow every attention in his power on his fervants welfare ? In
the midft of the wide ocean, to whom can they feek for fuccour ?•
They have no kind friend, no tender parent to apply to for relief!
No generous Public, whofe charity they might implore, and who
rarely fail to aSfift the helplefs in their diftrefs! Yet notwithstanding thefe powerful motives, there are, I am afraid, too many.
Captains who do not trouble themfelves about fuch (to them) trivial matters, but truft to chance for. the health or ficknefs of their
people.
From the 4th to the 12th of November, the weather was veryvariable ; fometimes it was clear, and nearly calm, and prefently
it would.change to Strong fqualls and heavy rain, attended with
conftant thunder and lightning. I had omitted to mention, that'
on the 9th the Ship's company were ferved with peaSe, at an allowance of half a pint per man, for three days in the week: this
addition to our fait pork, made a very comfortable mefs. By the
13th we were in.the latitude of 2 degrees North-, and the weathergrew more fettled and favourable: we had a freSh Easterly breeze,.
with a clear Sky, unattended with any fudden fqualls, or thunder'
and lightning. On.the..i6th we crofled the Line, our latitude being;
23..miles South.
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•It perhaps may be neceffary to inform thee, that the method of
finding what latitude the fhip is in, is, to take an altitude of the
Sun when he is in the meridian, which is always twelve o'clock at
noon, and this altitude, after being wrought by an eafy procefs,
gives the latitude.
Sailors on crofJing the Line, have a cuftom of plunging every
•perfon on board, who have never been to the Southward of it, over
head and ears in a tub of water. This teremony being but ill
xelifhed by fome of our people, Captain Dixon promifed all hands
a double allowance of grog if they would defift': this was very
willingly accepted, and harmony was foon reftored:: but alas!
;grog and good humour foon were at variance, and fome of the
people grew fo quarrelfome and turbulent, that - they were put in
irons: this brought them to reafon in a Short time, and they were
fet at liberty on promife of better behaviour.
I was expressing my furprize and Sorrow to my mefs-mates, that
fo disturbing a circumflance Should happen j but they laughed, and
faid, that things of this fort were fo common at fea, that they were
not worth taking the leaft notice of. On this I could not help
reflecting with Solomon, that " there is nothing new under the
Sun."
At two o'clock in the afternoon of the 21ft, we faw a fail to the
Eastward, but at too great a distance to difcern what country She
belonged to. On the 24th, vinegar was ferved out to the Snip's
company, which made our fait provifions more wholefome and
agreeable : it likewife proved a very good ingredient to eat with
fiSh, which we frequently caught, fuch as bonettas, albacours,
dolphins, &c. On the 25th, the people were ferved with what
3
Slops
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flops they wanted, and fo were rid of the fears they entertained at
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our firft failing, viz. that they Should not be able to procure a fup- 1_J^"—.ji,
ply of cloaths when their Slock was worn out. On the 26th, tea
and fugar were ferved to the Ship's company, at an allowance fufficient for breakfaft every morning. This made a very comfortable:
addition to our victuals, and was a very agreeable change: add
to this, they are excellent anti-fcorbutics, and as fuch, peculiarly
defirable in long voyages. Indeed we had a plentiful Slock both
of tea, coffee, and fugar for our own mefs, of a fuperior quality to
what we had ferved out; out it was a moft defirable acquisition to
the people, as I believe it is never ferved out, either in the King's E
Ships, or merchants fervice. On the 30th, we had a fpare mainSail fitted over the quarter-deck, as a temporary awning. This not
only rendered the heat of the weather more tolerable on deck, but
was of great ufe in prefervjng it from the fun.
By the 6th of December we were well out of the Tropics, being .
in 26 deg. 16 min. South latitude. The weather now began tobe agreeable and pleafant, with frefh Steady Easterly breezes. A t :
nine in the morning of the 7th, the King George made a Signal for
feeing a fail to the South-Weft; but She did not come near enough
for us to difcern what country She belonged to.
I believe Captain. Portlock propofes touching at Falkland's
Iflands $ if fo, thou mayeft depend on a further continuation from .
.that place. Thine ever,
W. B . .
A T SEA.

20th Dec.
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THOUGH a fea life is in fome degree become familiar to
me, yet the fight of land fills me with a temporary pleafure;
I fay temporary, becaufe it is foon Stopped by reflecting, that fome
years muft elapfe before I Shall have the heart-felt fatisfaction of
beholding my native country.
I am afhamed to trouble thee with fuch trifling digressions >
but in future I will endeavour entirely to fupprefs them, and write
nothing that concerns the paft, or future, but confine myfelf to
the prefent time.
On the i ith of December, being in 33 deg. 16 min.-^oeih latitude, we had a heavy gale of wind, which obliged us to clofe-reef
our top-fails and main-fail: however, in a few hours the weather
grew moderate. We have found the variation of the compafs to be
11 deg. 16 min. Eafterly. The 16th, being moderate and Sine, we
had a great quantity of Spermaceti whales about the Ship, latitude
. South. On the 21ft, we had a very heavy gale of wind,
which obliged us to hand our top-fails, and reef our courfes : we
alfo reeved preventer braces for the top-fail yards, and preventer
lafhings to fecure our boats : the main and fore hatches were battened down, and every precaution taken to keep the veffel fnug and
dry. This in all parts to the Southward of the Line, is the longeft
day: it would have been a matter of furprize for thee to have ken
the Sun before four o'clock in the morning; and I dare fay that
•". r/I,."..
1
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there are numbers in London who will never be perfuaded that the D 178£'
Sun rifes before four o'clock in December.
«—-v—*
On the 23d, being in 46 deg. South latitude, the fea had a very
muddy, dirty appearance; we faw a feal, and a great quantity of
various kinds of fiSh playing about the Ship.
Early in the morning of the 24th, we had a heavy Storm of fnow
and fleet: indeed, Since the 21ft we had very little intermiSfion
from heavy gales of wind and fqually weather. This forenoon
our laft goat died, being literally Starved to death with cold, though
we had taken every precaution in our power to keep her alive.
We felt her lofs very fenfibly for fome time, as She had given milk
twice a day, which made our tea drink very agreeably. Latitude
at noon 47 deg. 2 min.
On the former part of the 25th we had frefh breezes, and pretty
clear weather; but at four in the afternoon a heavy gale of wind
obliged us to hand our top-fails and reef the courfes. This being
Chriftmas-day, we celebrated it as well as our Situation could afford, and more particularly as it is accounted by failors a greater
feflival than even the Sabbath-day, though their obfervance of it
is not confiftent with this opinion, as they generally fpend it in
noify mirth, and tumultuous jollity, occafioned by drinking repeated bumpers of grog to the health of their abfent friends and
fweethearts.. Latitude 48 deg. 14 min. South.
From the 26th to the 31ft, the weather was variable : fometimes
we had moderate breezes, and cloudy; and again, heavy gales of
wind with rain. This is the fummer feafon in this part of the
world, the latitude we were in (viz. 50 deg. 30 min. South) being
E
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nearly the fame climate as part of England; yet the weather here.'
is more like March than Midfummer.
On the i ft January, 1786, we had great numbers of feals and:
penguins, about us, and a great variety of birds, which plainly
indicated that we were.not far from.land.
At three o'clock in the morning of the 2d, we faw land, the
extremes of which bore from South Eaft by South to South byWeft, at about nine leagues distance. At ten.o'clock we Sounded:
in feventy-eight fathom water,.-over a fine fandy bottom, intermixed with black fpecks : the extremes of the land at noon bore
from South Eaft to South Weft; the weather thick and hazy with
rain. During the afternoon we had light winds, inclining to calm;.
In the evening we founded, and had again, feventy-eight fathom;
water, with much the fame bottom as before.
At eight in the morning of the 3d, we faw the land bearing Eaft>
by North ; and at ten, the extremes of the land in fight bore from'
South Eaft to South Weft by South, diftant from Shore nine or ten-,
leagues :. the water appeared very black and muddy. At eleveno'clock we faw a rock,.bearing South Eaft, at about feven leagues
distance, which had very much the appearance of a fhip under fail,
and indeed we at firft took it for a v-effel. We have fince learnt,
that this rock is called the EddyStone. 'Our latitude at noon was:
51 deg. 2 min. South; and. the longitude 58 deg..48 min. Weft..
I mention the latitude more frequently, that thou mayefl form
an idea of our progrefs:; and alio, by that and the longitude/
which I will mention in future at every opportunity, thou mayeft/
find.with eafe the.very fpot of the, globe that we.are.upon.
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During the afternoon we had .frefh breezes and cloudy weather,
and, not willing to lofe fight of the land, we Stood in Shore, and
tacked occasionally. At eight o'clock in the evening, the Weftermoft land bore Weft South Weft, and the Eddyftone North-Eafl.
We had frefh breezes, with thick hazy weather; at times a thick
fogIn the forenoon of the 4th we faw two fmall islands, bearing
South by Eaft and South by Weft, with high land behind them.
At noon, the Weftermoft land in fight was about four leagues,
and the Eaftermoft near eight leagues distance, latitude 51 deg. 10
min. South. During the afternoon we Stood along Shore, as we
judged Port Egmont (the harbour we intended to anchor in) not
to be far off. About midnight, being within three miles of the
Weftermoft land, Captain Portlock made Signal to Stand off Shore.
I have before obferved, that we had very long days ; in fact, we
had no night, and the weather being moderate, might juftly warrant our Standing near the land during the night time.
At two o'clock in the morning of the 5th, we wore and made
fail. At three Captain Portlock fent his whale-boat with Mr.
Macleod, his Firft Mate, to found a-head, and look out for a harbour. Mr. Macleod left a copy of the various Signals he was to
make on board the Queen, as a guide for us, our veflel being
a-head of the King George.
At half paft feven Mr. Macleod fired a mufquet, as a Signal for
danger, which occasioned us to Stand off the land, and tack occa•fionally, the better to obferve the motions of the boat. Towards
nine o'clock, being pretty near the place where Mr. Macleod made
E 2
the
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the Signal for danger, our whale-boat was hoifted out, and fent
a.Jiea(J t o

f o u n d.

About half paft nine Mr. Macleod hoifted a flag at the top of
the high land, which was a Signal for a harbour: on this, both
veffels Stood in for the found, and Captain Portlock fired a gun as
a Signal for his boat to returri.
Mr. Macleod informed us, that he had feen a fmall reef of rocks,
which occasioned him to fire the mufquet; and that the harbour
afforded an excellent place for watering. At eleven o'clock both
Ships came to anchor in Port Egmont, in feventeen fathom water,
over a fandy bottom.
I have endeavoured to mention every circumflance, however
trivial; and I hope fo Strict an attention to minutiae will not only
pleafe thee, but in fome meafure atone for the defects that continually occur in the courfe of my narration. Thou mayeft expect
fome account of this place, &c. in my next. Thine, &c.
W . Ba
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A V I N G handed the fails, and put every thing to rights, wer
moored with the Stream-anchor and tow-line; but the next
day, (the 6th) finding the wind blow frefh,. and a heavy Swell, we
i.
took.
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took the Stream-anchor up, and moored with both bowers. The
principal object we had in view, was to water the Ships; for this ,
we were Situated very conveniently, as I have before obferved.
We had alfo found during our cruize, that the Queen was not Sufficiently deep in the water; fo that fome hands were employed in
fetching Stones to put in the hold, by way of ballaft. Thefe employments were. fet about without delay, and both would have
been compleated in three or four days at fartheft, had we not been
frequently interrupted by blowing fqually weather: however, by
the 14th both thefe objects were entirely compleated, befides freSh
Slowing the hold. During this time all the people had been on
Shore to recreate themfelves, land air being reckoned exceeding
falutary and wholfome for failors.
On the 14th, the people were employed in fetting up the rigging;
fore and aft, and other neceffary bufinefs. On the 15th, an Englifh Sloop came to anchor in the harbour, and her boat going on
board the King George, we learnt that She belonged to a Ship commanded by a Captain Huffey, called the United States, but Britifh
property, which lay in Huffey Harbour, States-Bay, Swan-Ifland,.
in company with a Ship from America. The United' States was
the property of Mrs. Hay ley, relict of the late George Hayley, Efq;
and filter to the celebrated Mr. Wilkes.
Thefe veffels had been at Falkland's Iflands occafionlly for more,
than a year, and had wintered in Huffey Harbour before mentioned ; fo that they were perfectly acquainted with the tides, the
currents, and in fnort every circumflance neceffary for the fafely
navigating a Ship in. any of the various roads, bays, and founds, So
isjiumercajs here.
During
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During the time our neceffary bufinefs was carried on, both our
Captains were employed in furveying the port, and various parts of
±he land. In one of thefe excursions, they fell in with a birth for
4he Ships, greatly preferable to that we lay m, on the Weft fide of
the bay; and as they propofed Staying here a few days longer, it was
•determined to take the veffels there : fo early m the morning of
the 16th we unmoored, and at eight o'clock made fail: at ten we
•came to anchor in feven fathom water. We foon found that our
fituation was changed for the beft, being well Sheltered from the
wind, and no fwell to incommode us. 'Tis moft probable that
this was near the place where Captain Macbride lay in the year
1766, when he wintered here, as we found on the adjacent fhore
the ruins of feveral houfes, faid to be built by him, but destroyed
fmce by the Spaniards.
. From the 16th to the 19th, the people of both Ships were alternately on Shore, to recreate themfelves, land air (as I have already
obferved) being very falutary, and wholfome for people in our
iituations: indeed this place affords little refreshment of any other
.kind, as I Shall take notice by and bye.
Having learnt from Mr. Coffin, Mafter of the Sloop, that there
was a good paffage for us through the iflands, and he kindly
undertaking to lead the way as our pilot, our Captains determined
to get to fea the firft opportunity, as the feafon was already too far
advanced for us to expect a good paffage round Cape Horn. Accordingly we weighed anchor, and made fail early in the morning
of the 19th of January. At eight o'clock, the flag-Staff on Keppei's Ifland (the fame on which Mr. Macleod hoifted the Signal the
morning we made Port Egmont) bore Eaft by South; Sandy Bay,
South-
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South Eaft by South, and the Weftermoft point of land, SouthWeft, at about four leagues distance.
We came to anchor at half paSt eight in the evening, without any
material occurrence, off the Eaft end of Carcafs Ifland, in twelve*
fathom water. In the morning of the 20th, we weighed and madefail, and came to anchor at noon in Weft-Point Harbour, in eight
fathom waterOn the 21ft, in the morning, we again made fail, Mr. Coffin
cautioned us to be on our guard,,in rounding Weft-Point, as the
wind would pour upon us from the highland like a torrent. The
morning was fine and clear, and the wind moderate; yet luckily,
we did notdefpife his precaution, but had all hands ready to clue
up the fails ; and well it was that we had, for before we got
well round the Point, the wind poured down upon us like a
hurricane, and continued to blow with amazing impetuofity for
near an hour, during which, time we durft not Shew a fingle yard
of canvas; but as we got clear of the high land, the wind grew
moderate. At one o'clock we faw the two Ships before-mentioned, riding at anchor in Hufley Harbour; and at three o'clock,
we. came to. anchor in States Bay, Swan Ifland, off Elephant Point,
in feventeen fathom, water, and about a mile from the American
veffels..
Before I conclude, let me give thee as good an account of thefe
Iflands as I am able, from what obfervations I have made during,
our Slay here..
Thefe Iflands were firft difcovered by Sir Richard Hawkins, in
I£94, but Captain Strong probablycalled, them Falkland's Ifland, or
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more properly, Falkland's Iflands, as there are a considerable number of them. It Should feem as if the Englifh propofed fettling a
colony here, by Captain Macbridfe's Staying here a whole feafon, and
erecting feveral houfes : thefe, however, were destroyed by the Spaniards, who difpoffeffed us of the place in 1770.
This affair made a great noife in London, and occafioned much
clamour amongft the politicians at that time : but I Shall fay no
more on this head, as thou art much better verfed in the political
hiftory of this place than myfelf; only juft obferve, that we need
not wonder at the Spaniards envying us the poffeSTion of thefe
iflands, as their fituation commands the paffage to the Spanifh Settlements in the South Seas.
Port Egmont, (viz. that part of it where we laft lay at anchor)
is Situated in 51 deg. 12 min. South latitude, and 59 deg. 54 min.
Weft longitude, and is a moft fpaeious harbour, perhaps large
enough for all the Ships belonging to Great Britain to ride at anchor.
How far thefe iflands extend, I cannot pretend to fay with any
degree of certainty; but I imagine more than one degree in latitude, and two degrees in longitude.
The fituation of Port Egmont feems to be nearly central; So
by that, and the former conjecture, thou mayeft form a pretty good
idea of their extent.
Though thefe iflands are univerfally known by the name of
Falkland's, yet many of them are called by different names, juft, I
prefume, as the fancy of different cruifers have fuggefted : I ju.ft
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mention this circumflance to prevent thy SurpriSe, on feeing fuch
names as Swan Ifland, Keppel's Ifland, &c. &c.
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One would naturally fuppofe from the fituation, that the climate
here is much the fame as that of England: this, however, feems
far from being the cafe. Though this is nearly the height of Summer here, yet the weather is frequently cold and winterly, the thermometer being never higher than 53 deg. The winds have generally been Wefterly, with frequent fqualls and heavy rain.
The foil feems of a light, free mature, and well calculated for
meadow or pafture land; indeed in many places it is no eafy matter to tell what nature the foil is of, for the vegetation has grown*
and rotted, and grown again, till great numbers of large hillocks
are formed, from the tops of which grow large blades of grafs;
thefe naturally inclining to each other, form a kind of arch, and
afford occasional retreats for feals, fea-lions, penguins, &c. &c.
which abound here.
Near the ruins of the town are a number of fmall pieces of
ground, inclofed with turf, which, no doubt, were intended for
gardens, as it might eafily be perceived that they had been in a
cultivated State. In one of them I found feveral forts of flowers,
and fome fine horfe-reddiSh. 'Tis fomething remarkable, that
there grows not a tree, or any thing like it, on thefe iflands: our
people, after much fearching, found fome bruih-wood,, but fo
fmall, that it would fcarcely ferve to make brooms for the Ship's ufe.
There are few or no infects to be met with here, though Mr.
Hogan, Surgeon of the King George, who is a considerable proficient in Natural Hiftory, took infinite pains to procure fome,
F
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-On the beaches are great numbers of geefe and ducks, but much
January.
fmaller, and of a different fpecies from our's: they are pretty tame,
and eafily run down. Our people were greatly elated on feeing
them, imagining they Should live luxurioufly during our Stay ; but
here they were grievoufly difappointed, for both geefe and ducks
eat exceedingly rank and fifhy, owing, no doubt, to their constantly
feeding on marine productions; fo that they foon grew heartily
tired of them as food, though the exercife of running them down;
was both agreeable and healthy.
Befides thefe, here are various other kinds of the feathered" tribe,,
the principal of which are the Port Egmont hen, (called the fkuagull by Pennant) and the albatrofs. Pennant diftinguifhes the
fpecies found here by the name of thewandering albatrofs, though
at what time of the year they migrate I cannot fay : however, I
am certain that this is the time of their incubation, as I faw feveral
hundreds of them fetting on their nefts, and great numbers of
young fcarcely fledged.. The Port Egmont hen is a very ravenous
bird, fomething like a hawk, only larger: they are very numerous,
here; indeed fo are many other kinds, though it is not in my
power to particularize them. I Shall, therefore, conclude this
article with obferving, that the only bird we caught here, which
eat without any rank fifhy tafle, is called by failors a feapie: this
bird is not web-footed, but has claws much like our-fowls, and:
fubfifls chiefly on worms, &c. feldom or never going far from the
fea-fidc
Our people frequently attempted to catch fifh, but were always*
•difappointed, fo that we began to conclude thefe iflands were not:
bleffed with that capital part of the creation ; but Captain Huffey
making us a prefent of fome Sine mullet, convinced us of our mi£
take*.

NORTH-WEST

COAST OF

AMERICA.

take. It feems thefe are almoft the only kind of fifh found here,
and they often caught them in large quantities. On many of the
beaches are large beds of mufcles and limputs, and various other
marine productions, fome of which ferve as food for the penguins,
geefe, &c. &c. Indeed there is no doubt but every one of them has
its ufes, as we aire well affured, that the Almighty Creator of the
Univerfe made nothing in vain.
I have endeavoured to take fome notice of every thing that has
come within my obfervation ; and thou muft attribute my not
giving thee a better account of this place, not only to want of opportunity, but to a much worfe, viz. a want of ability.
Our bufinefs is all compleated, and every thing in readinefs for
us to put to fea, fo that the firft fair wind carries us from this
place, in order to double Cape Horn; that place fo much dreaded
by many adventurers in the voyage of matrimony, and on which
numbers of them founder: however, it is to be hoped this will
never be the fortune of thine, Sec.
W. B.
FALKLAND'S ISLANDS., ?

22d January.
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A R L Y in the morning of the 23d January, we weighed;
anchor and made fail. At nine o'clock the North Weft
end of New Ifland bore South Weft by South, distance five milesOur latitude at noon was 51 deg. 35 min. South ; and longitude 6odeg. 54 min. Weft. During the afternoon and evening, the weather was thick and hazy, with fmall drizzling rain.At eight o'clock in the morning of the 24th, the Weft end of
Falkland's Iflands bore North Eaft, at ten leagues distance :. our.
latitude at noon 52 deg. 3 min. South.. We kept Standing to the
Southward, it being our intention to get well clear of Ca|>e Horn,,
that in cafe of contrary winds,, we might double it with fafety..
From the 24th to the 26th, we had moderate hazy weather, with;
North Wefterly winds - latitude on the 26th, 53 deg. 39 min..
South. We here found the variation of the compafs to be 25 deg..
to the Eastward. At ten o'clock in the evening of the 26th, we
faw Staten's Land, bearing South Eaft.. During the night we had,
frequent fqualls,. attended with.lightning..
At eight in the morning of the 27th, the extremes of Staten's
Land bore from South a quarter Weft, to Weil half South,,
distance from, the Shore about five miles. Towards nine o'clock,
we faw a ripling a-head, which, occafioned us to fhorten fail, and.
bear u p ; but foon afterwards we found it was occafioned by the
current,, on which we again hauled to the Southward and made fail..
The-
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The North-Weft fide of Staten's Land is very mountainous, and
appears extremely barren; but I am informed the Eaft fide is
woody, and tolerably level. In the evening, the extremes of the
land bore from Weft North Weft to North by Weft, at nine
leagues distance. From the 28th to the 30th, we had heavy gales
of wind, and frequent fqualls; the wind veering from South by
Eaft to Weft..
The 31ft, and to the 4th of February, was more moderate. We
now had made a good offing from Cape Horn, our latitude at noon
on the 4th being 60 deg. 14. min. South; and our longitude 67
deg. 30 min. Weft. Our courfe now changed to North-Weft, our
Captains wifhing to get Still further to the Weftward, that if we
Should have Wefterly winds, we might keep well clear of the Continent. Since our leaving Falkland's Iflands, the weather hasbeen very cold and fevere, with frequent Slorms of rain and fleet;
the thermometer generally at 44 deg. Indeed we are later in the
feaSon than could have been wiShed, yet this is the Summer Seafon
in this part of the world. During the greateft part of February,
we had conftant and fevere gales of wind from the North and
North-Weft, with very heavy crofs feas, which retarded our progrefs exceedingly, our latitude on the 28th being 5,2 deg. 14 min.
South; and our longitude 84 deg. 34 min. Weft.
I have often admired that emphatic defcription of perfons in a
ftorm, recorded in the 107th Pfalm;. but its beauty now Strikes:
me fo forcibly, in confequence of our late fituation, that I cannpt
forbear tranfcribing it.
I They that go down to the Sea In Ships, and occupy their
bufinefs in great waters. Thefe men fee the works of the Lord,
H and his wonders in the deep. For at his word, the Stormy
1
"• wind
{t
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1786. " wind arifeth, which lifteth up the waves thereof. They are
-u—!lllj
carried up to the Heaven, and down again to the deep. Their
" foul melteth away becaufe of the trouble. They reel to and fro,
" and Stagger like a drunken man, and are at their wit's end."
I Shall make no apology for troubling thee with this paffage
from Sacred Writ, not only becaufe I know thou canft be ferious
upon occafion, but as it defcribes the feelings of people in diftrefs
at fea, better than a volume on the Subject.
I forgot to mention, that on the 27th we found the gammoning
of our bowfprit gone, on which we Shortened fail, and got it fecured with a new one.
The weather now grows more moderate, with frefh Westerly
breezes, fo that we proceed on our voyage a-pace. After I am a
little recovered from the fatigue of the late tempeftuous weather,
thou wilt again hear from thine, &c.
W. B.
A T SEA,

6th March.
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O B S E R V E D to thee in the conclusion of my laft, that the
weather grew moderate, and tolerably fine, and every thing
feemed now to promife a continuation of it. It being uncertain
1
how
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how long it would be before we came to anchor, Captain Dixon,
on the 7th of March, put the Ship's company to an allowance of
-water, at two quarts a man per day, befides an allowance for peafe
three times per week. Latitude at noon, 44 deg. 13 min. South ;
longitude 83 deg. 25 min. Weft.
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On the 23d at noon, we were in 34 deg. 8 min. South latitude.
Though the trade winds can feldom be depended on out of the
Tropics, yet we were lucky enough to meet with a pretty regular
trade in this latitude : this determined our Captains to Steer for
Los Majos, (an Ifland, or rather a group of Iflands feen by the
Spaniards, and laid down by them in 20 degrees North latitude,
and 130 deg. Weft longitude) as they were likely to afford every
kind of refreshment we.wanted, and at the fame time were very
little out of our courfe..
At fix o'clock in the evening of the 25th, we faw a Strange fail,
to the North Weft, and at ten She paffed us nearly within hail:.
we expected She would have fpoke us, but this She declined. We
could not fee her distinctly enough to know what country fhe came
from; but it is very probable fhe was a Spaniard going to Baldivia*
We brought out two cafks of cyder, which began to be ferved out
the 3d of April, at an allowance of a pint a day per man-. This
was a moft agreeable beverage, as the weather now grew intenfely
hot and fultry; the. wind from Eaft to North Eaft.
On the 5th, the Armourer's forge was got upon deck, and fixed
up. He immediately began to work, in making fundry things for
the Ship's ufe, and likewife toes for our future traffic. Thefe toes
are long flat pieces of iron, not much unlike a carpenter's plane-iron,,
only
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only narrower: they are held in great estimation by the Indians, and
as fuch we expect them to be Angularly lafeful in our future trade.
On the 6th, the Carpenters were employed in making ports for
guns, and fixtures for fwivels ; and on the ioth we had two guns
(four pounders) and eight fwivels* fixed on the quarter-deck.
On the 20th, being in i deg. North latitude, and the weather
extremely fultry, our allowance of water was increafed to three
•quarts a man per day. The latter end of this month we caught a
number of Sharks: thefe are reckoned very coarfe, rank food, and
they certainly are fo; but to us, who had been fo long on fait provisions, they were a prize, and by making a mefs, which failors call
chouder, of them, they eat very palatably. The weather was very
hot and fultry, with frequent light airs, fometimes inclining to
calm.
From the ift to the 3d of May, we faw numbers of turtle, which
gave us reafon to hope that we Should fall in with a turtle ifland,
efpecially as Captain Cook, in his laft voyage, fell in with one not
many degrees from us; but in this we were difappointed.
With all our endeavours, we only caught one; but Captain
Portlock was more lucky, owing to his whale-boat being fixed on
the Ship's quarter; fo that when they faw any'turtle, his people
could launch the boat, and be after them in a minute; by which
means they caught from ten to fourteen per day, part of which
was always fent on board us: fo that though turtle was a kind of
luxury, yet we began to be pretty well fatiated with it: this refpite
from fait provifions muft, however, have been of Singular fervice to
both Ships companies.
On
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Our obfervation at noon, on the 8th of May, gave 17 deg. 4 min.
North latitude; and 129 deg. $j min. Weft longitude: in this
fituation we looked for "an Ifland called by the Spaniards Roco Partida, but in vain; however, we flood to the Northward under an
eafy fail, and kept a good look out, expecting foon to fall in with
the group of iflands already mentioned.
From the n t h to the 14th, we lay to every night, and when we
made fail in the morning, fpread at the distance of eight or ten
miles, Standing Wefterly: it being probable that though the
-Spaniards might have been pretty correct in the latitude of thefe
iflands, yet they might eafily be miftaken feveral degrees in their
longitude : but our latitude on the 15th, at noon, being 20 deg,
a min. North, and 140 deg. 1 min. Weft longitude, which is considerably to the Weftward of any ifland laid down by the Spaniards,
we concluded, and with reafon, that there muft be fome grofs miftake in their chart.
Hitherto the people in general on board the Queen had enjoyed
a pretty good Slate of health, except Mr. Turner, our Second Mate,
who was taken ill foon after we left St. Jago, and Captain Dixon,
who latterly had been attacked by a complication of diforders; but
<anow the fcurvy began to make its appearance amongft us, many of
the people being affected more or lefs, and one man entirely laid up
with it. Though every anti-fcorbutic on board was ufed with the
greateft care and regularity, yet we found all would be ineffectual,
without the affiftance of frefh air, frefh water, provisions, vegetables, &c. on which it was determined to make Sandwich Iflands as
ibon as poffible.
Being
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Being already in our proper latitude, we kept Standing to the
Weftward, with a fine leading breeze; and at feven o'clock in the
morning of the 24th, we faw Owhyhee, the principal of the Sandwich Iflands, bearing Weft, distance about fourteen leagues. At
noon, the North-Eaft point bore North, at three leagues distance.
As it was well known that this ifland afforded every thing we
wanted in abundance, the fight of it put every perfon on board in
frefh fpirits. After Standing along the Shore two days, with light
windsj frequently inclining to calm, we came to anchor on the
Weft fide of the ifland, in Karakkakooa Bay, at one o'clock on
the 26th, in eight fathom water, the Weft point of the Bay bearing
Weft by North, and the South point, South half Weft, at about a
mile distant from Shore. In the afternoon we were* furrounded by
an innumerable quantity of canoes, and vaft numbers of both fexes,
in the water; many of thefe, no doubt, came to fee us through
curiofity, but numbers brought various commodities to fell, fuch
as hogs, fweet potatoes, plantains, bread, fruit, &c. thefe we purchafed with toes, fifh-hooks, nails, and. other articles of trifling;
value: the people bought fiShing-fines, mats, and various other
curiofities.
Early in the morning of the 27th, we began to prepare for
watering,, intending to- difpatch that with all expedition ; but
Captain Dixon going on board the King George, was informed,
to our very great difappointment, that the inhabitants were
;rowing troublefome, and that they had already tabooed the
watering place. This ceremony of tabooing is performed by their
priefts, and is done by Slicking a number of fmall wands, tipt with
a tuft of white hair, round any place they want to keep private,
after which, no perfon prefumes to approach the place, and I believe
the punifhment is death for. an offence of this kind. We were
afraid:
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afraid at firft, that this treatment might proceed from a remembrance of the loffes they fuftained after the melancholy death of
Captain Cook, who was killed in this harbour; but that was not
the cafe : the reafon they gave for this proceeding was, that all
their Chiefs being abfent, engaged in war with a neighbouring
ifland, they durft not, on any. account, fuffer Strangers to come on
Shore.
One of our principal objects being thus frustrated, our Captains
are determined to leave this place as foon as poffible ; mean while,
we keep purchasing hogs, fowls; vegetables, &c. in abundance ;
and I believe every perfon on board has already began to feel the
good effects of frefh victuals, but fcarcely any one more than
thine, &c.
W. B.
SANDWICH ISLANDS, 7
28th May.
5
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^ E F O R E I proceed-with my narration, give me leave to
3 obferveto thee, that the Sandwich Iflands were difcovered by
the late Captain Cook, in his laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean.
Owhyhee, the principal, is the firft to the Southward and Eaftward;
the reft in a direction nearly North-Weft. The names of the
principals are, Mowee, Moretoy, Ranai, Whahoo, Attoui, and
Oneehow. This will, I prefume, be fufficient for thy information
at prefent.
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At eight o'clock in the evening of the 27th, we weighed and"
made fail, tacking "occasionally during the night, and the whole of
the 28th, having light variable winds. The people were employed
in killing hogs, and falting them for the fhip's ufe. A number of
canoes SlilLkept following us with hogs, vegetables, &c.
At noon, on the 29th, Karakkakooa bore North-Eaft by Eaft,
distance feven or eight leagues; and the high land of Mowee (theIfland' we intended next to touch at) in Sight. A Strong breeze
during the whole of the 30th, prevented our touching at Mowee.-1
In the morning the Ifland of Ranai bore North North-Weft, at fixleagues distance; and at noon a high bluff to the Weftward boreNorth by Weft, diftance one league. We kept Standing for Wha- . hoo with a good Eafterly breeze.
At eight in. the morning of the 31ft, the North Eaft end df'
Moretoy bore North North Eaft, diftance about fix leagues. At,
noon we faw Whahoo; the South Eaft part bore Weft Southw
Weft, and the North Eaft part North Weft;. latitude 21 deg. 14.
min. North.
On the 1ftof June, atone in the afternoon, we came to anchor
in a bay on the South fide of Whahoo, in eight and half fathom
water, over a fandy bottom; the extremes- of the land bearing
from Eaft South Eaft t o Weft by South, diftance from Shore near
two miles. We had prefently a number of canoes along-fide, but
hogs and vegetables were much fcarcer here than at Owhyhee.
Early in the morning of the 2d,, our Captains went on Shore, in
order to find a watering place, and procure accommodations for
the fiek : they foon met with good water,, but the accefs to it wasvery
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very difficult, occafioned by a reef of rocks which run almoft the
June.
length of the bay, at a considerable diftance from the Shore, and fo
high, that it was fcarcely practicable, and by no means fafe for a •
loaded boat to venture over: this circumflance made us defpair of
filling our water at this ifland; but Captain Dixon taking notice
that moft of the people in the canoes had feveral gourds, or calabafhes full of water, he directed us to purchafe them, which v/e
eafily did for nails,, buttons, and fuch like trifles: indeed fo fond
were they of this traffic, that every other object was totally aban- doned, and the whole Ifland, at leaft that part which lay next us, .
were employed in bringing water: for a fmall, or a middling-Sized
calabafh, containing perhaps two or three gallons, we gave a fmall.-:
nail; and for larger ones in proportion. Thus, in this very Singular, and I may venture to fay, unprecedented manner, were both
Ships compleatly fupplied with water, not only at a trivial expence*.
but alfo faving our boats, caSks,. and tackling, and preferving the
people from wet, and the danger of catching cold* During .the
time we were taking in water, &c. our people were bulled in fetting up the rigging fore and aft, fcraping the Ship's fides, and
other neceflary employments. The Surgeon took the Sick people
on Shore on the 2d, expecting the land air. would be of fervice to
them; but the weather was very fultry, and the inhabitants
crowded about them in fuch numhers, that they were obliged to >
come on board, ,fatigued inftead of being refrefhed by their jaunt*.
One of our grand objects was now compleated, and our fick peo- pie in fome meafure recovered; but we wifhed, if poffible, to pro- cure a farther fupply of hogs, vegetables,. &c. and Whahoo afford-,
ing but little of either, it was determined to make Attoui with all
expedition, that ifland abounding with every thing we wifhed foiv .
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At {even in the morning of the 5th, we weighed anchor, and
Stood for Attoui,. with moderate breezes and cloudy weather. At
.noon the South point of Whahoo bore Eaft South Eaft, diftance
fix leagues; latitude 21 deg. 15 min. North.
In the morning of the 6th, we faw Attoui; and at noon, the
"high point upon the South-Ealt end bore Weft North Weft, at
nine leagues diftance, Whahoo Still in fight.
By three o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th, we were a-breaft of
Wymoa-Bay, Attoui, the place we propofed coming to anchor in;
but the wind blowing pretty Strong from the South Eaft, and the
bay quite open to that quarter, Captain Portlock declined coming
-to here, and propofed Standing for Oneehow, which at four o'clock
bore Weft North Weft, at about five leagues diftance. During the
night, we tacked occasionally; and at ten in the morning of the
8th, came to an anchor in Yam Bay, Oneehow, in feventeen fathom water, over a fandy bottom. The North point
of the bay bore North North Eaft, and the South point South by
Eaft, at one and a half mile diftance from Shore. This Ifland produces great quantities of excellent yams, and the inhabitants
. brought us a plentiful fupply, which we purchafed for nails, and
fuch like trifles : indeed this place produces no great plenty of any
thing befides, there being but few inhabitants here, compared with
Attoui, Whahoo, &c, &c. Our Sick were taken on Shore here, and
found great benefit from the land air, as they could walk about at
their eafe, without being molefted by the inhabitants. The principal Chief at this ifland is called Abbenooe; he feems a very
active, intelligent perfon, and Captaip Portlock making him fome
trifling prefents, he was wholly attached to us; fo that our fick were
much better accommodated on his account. We got very few
hogs
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hogs here, and thefe were chiefly brought from Attoui: however,
as our people are pretty well recovered, and every neceffary bufinefs
on board the Ships compleated, we Shall lofe no time in the profecution of our voyage, but get to fea as. foon as poflible. Thou
mayeft depend on a farther continuation the earlieft opportunity,
from

w. m
SANDWICH ISLANDS, T

I 2th June.
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r r ^ H O U mayeft fee by the place from which this is dated, that
_L we at laft are arrived at the bufy fcene of action, and perhaps thou wilt infer, at the fummit of our hopes, wifhes, and
expectations ; but have a little patience, my good friend, and thouwilt perceive, that "allis not gold that glitters."
I informed thee at the conclusion of my laft, that we were getting ready for fea with all expedition, our attention being as invariably fixed on the American Coaft, as the needle is to the North.
Having procured as many hogs as our time would permit, together
with an excellent Stock of yams, we weighed anchor on the 13th of
June, at ten in the forenoon, and made fail, Standing to the NorthWeft, with moderate breezes, and fine weather.
As it is probable we fhall touch at Sandwich-Iflands, perhaps
more than once during the courfe of our voyage, I fhall defer giving thee any further: account of them at prefent, as in that cafe I
Shall

55
June.

a*

A VOYAGE

TO

THE

-1786. ••fhall.-be able to defcribe them more particularly than I now have it
LJ,-,-*,_' -incmy."power to do.
"No very material occurrence happened during the greateft part
of our paffage from the Iflands to Cook's River: however, as thou
art fond of particulars, though ever fo trifling, I will endeavour
to-oblige thee in that refpect.
On the 15th, being well clear of the land, we changed our courfe
to North and North by Eaft, and from that to the 22d, had mode-*
rate breezes, with fine weather.
From the 23d to the 28th, frequent Strong breezes with rain;
the wind veering from South Weft to North Weft, but more frequently fince the trade winds left us, which they did about the
latitude 26 deg. North.
From the 29th of June to the ift of July, we had light variable
winds, with thick fogs, and drizling rain; latitude on the 30th
of June 40. deg. 30 min. North; longitude 151 deg. 42 min. Weft.
On the 2d of July, the water changing its colour, and a number
of feals being feen playing about us (one of which was Struck
and got on board the King George) we founded with a line of 120
fathom, but got no bottom. On the 3d, we faw a piece of wood
floating en the water, with a number of birds on i t : we had frequent gales from the North Weft, with rain. On the 4th, being
in 45 deg. 2 min. North latitude, and 150 deg. 10 min. Weft
longitude, we found a Strong current fetting to the South Weft.
From the 5th to the 1 ith, we had variable winds from South
Eaft to South Weft, fometimes Strong breezes, with foggy weather
2
and
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On the 10th, our obfervation at noon gave ci
•
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deg. 24 min. North latitude; and 149 deg. 35 min. Weft longitude; ^J^ _'._
the weather thick and hazy.
We frequently faw great quantities of fea-weed, called by failors
fea-leeks, and a fpecies of birds much refembling Cape pigeons.
The 1 ith, in the evening, the moon was totally eclipfed, but the
evening and night were fo very thick and foggy, that we could not
obtain the leaft fight of it.
By the 13th, our Slock of yams was nearly expended, an inconvenience which we felt very heavily, as they anfwered every purpofe both of potatoes and bread. We frequently paffed pieces of
wood and fea-weed, and faw various fpecies of birds. Latitude at
noon on the 13th, 54 deg. $5 min. North; longitude 148 deg. 34
min. Weft.
On the 15th, the colour of the water altering very much, the
King George frequently founded with 90 to 120 fathom line, but
found no bottom. Latitude at noon, $j deg. 4 min. North; longitude 149. deg. 22 min. Weft.
On the 16th, we had a number of puffins, gulls, fea-parrots, and
other birds about us; fea-leeks and pieces of Wood continually
paffing us : on this we founded at ten o'clock in the forenoon,
with 120 fathom line, but got no bottom. Our obfervation at
noon gave 58 deg. 34 min. North latitude ; and our longitude
was 151 degrees 4 minutes Weft. At fix in the afternoon, we
founded with 55 fathom line, over a bottom of black rock and
fand, intermixed with a kind of black Shells. At {even o'clock,
being then Standing nearly North, we faw the land to our great
joy, bearing North Weft by Weft, at about eight leagues diftance,
H
and

A

VOYAGE

TO

THE

and which we judged to be near Cook's River. During the
evening, we had a number of whales playing about the Ship. I
forgot to obferve before, that our original deftination was firft
to King George's Sound: but as we were confiderably later in
the feafon than we once expected to be, our Captains judged it
moft .prudent to make Cook's River firft, and Stand along the coaft
to the Southward, as the feafon advanced..
The wind being right againft us, we plied to windward, during?
the 17th and 18th, when we found the land feen on the evening
©f the 16th, to be a group of iflands, called by Captain Cook the;
Barren Iflands, and fituated at the entrance of Cook's River.
At four in the afternoon of the 18th, we faw the Ifland- St,
Hermogenes, bearing from South South Weft to Weft, at three
leagues diftance. The whales near the land were fo numerous*
that their blowing refembled a large reef of rocks.
At eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the 19th, we made the entrance of Cook's River, leaving the Barren ISles to the Southward
and Eaftward. Both wind and tide being, now in our favour, we
kept Standing, along the Eaftern Shore, intending, if poSfible, to
make Anchor Point before we let go our anchor; but at fevenrin
the afternoon we were Surprized with the report of a gun, which
proceeded from a bay nearly a-breaft of us,, at about four miles
diftance. Captain Portlock immediately fired a gun, by way of
anfwering this Signal, and there being every appearance of a good
harbour, he determined to Stand in, and come to anchor,, in- order
that we might know what nation had got the Start of us.
Various were our conjectures on this head; Some thinking they
might poSiibly be our own countrymen;. others,, that they were
French,,
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French ; and indeed this latter conjecture had a good deal of weight
with us, as we had heard of two French fhips fitting out for this
coaft, at the time we left England. However, all our fufmifes
were foon changed into certainty, for as we were Standing into the
bay with a light breeze, a boat came from the Shore to the King
George, and the people proved to be Ruffians.
At eight o'clock, being well into the bay, we came to anchor in
thirty-five fathom water, Point Bede bearing Eaft North Eaft, at
three miles diftance; and Mount St. Auguftine South Weft by
Weft.
Soon after our anchor was gone, four or five canoes, with a Single
perfon in each, came along-fide us. We were fo elated with this
promifing appearance, that an affortment of our various articles
of trade was immediately got to hand, and abundance of furs were
already on board, in our imagination: but thefe pleafing ideas foon
vanifhed, for we foon found that thefe people belonged to the
Ruffians.
Though our expectations of finding inhabitants here were difappointed, yet as the place was found very convenient for procuring
a fupply of wood and water, every neceffary preparation was made
for that purpofe, and parties fent on Shore in the morning of the
20th, to cut wood and fill water : in the mean time, our Captains
went in the King George's whale-boat to the Ruffian Factory, in
order to pick up what intelligence they could, refpecting their
bufinefs on this coaft.
It feems the Ruffians had no fixed fettlement here, and, in Short,
ho other residence than a mere temporary one, which they had
H 2
made
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made by hauling their boats on Shore, and laying them on their
beam-ends, with Skins drawn fore and aft, to Shelter them from
the inclemency of the weather. All that could be learnt from
them was, that they came in a floop from Onalafka, and that ther
people we had feen in the canoes were Codiac Indians, which they
had brought with them, the better to facilitate their traffic with the
inhabitants of Cook's River, and the adjacent country ; but notwithstanding this, they had frequently quarelled and fought with
. the natives, and were at prefent on fuch bad terms with them, that
they never went to fleep without their arms ready loaded by their
fide. However, the accounts we got feldom agreed, and gave us
but an indifferent idea of their proceedings, though, this might
arife, in a great meafure, from our having but a very imperfect
knowledge of the Ruffian language: thus much we were pretty
certain of, that they had met with very few, if any Skins, though
they had got nankeens,, and Perfian filks to traffic with.
The watering place here is fo very convenient, that we compleated our water in one day, viz. the 21ft : from that to the 26th,.
the people were employed in cutting wood, and recreating themfelves on Shore*
On the 24th, our Captains went to furvey the bay,, and landing on the South Eaft point, they found a vein of coals, fome of
Which were brought on board. The bay, from this circumstance,,
obtained the name of Coal Harbour..
Our people frequently tried to catch fifli with a hook and line,,
but to no purpofe: however, Captain Portlock having a feine on
board, it was frequently hauled with fuccefs, and large quantities
of fine falmon caught, which were generally divided between,
the Ships.
The
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The country here is very mountainous: the hills Sloping down
neareft the Shore, are totally covered with pines, intermixed with
birch, alder, and various other trees and Shrubs, whilft the more
diftant mountains, whofe lofty Summits outreach the clouds, are
totally covered with fnow, and have the appearance of everlafting
Winter. But I Shall not at prefent attempt any farther defcription
of a country, which as yet I am So little acquainted with : let it
fuffice for thee at prefent to know, that though this is the latter
end of July, the weather is in general cold, damp, and difagreeable;
with frequent Showers of fnow or Sleet; and the furrounding profpect barren, dreary, and uncomfortable.. So much at prefent for
the prom fed land. Thine ever,
W. B..
COOK'S R I V E R , 7
25th July.
\
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AVING compleated our water, and got on board a Sufficient quantity of wood for prefent ufe, we. weighed anchor
early in the morning of the 2,6th, and Stood out for the main river,
as our Captains knew we fhould find inhabitants farther to the
Northward; and there was not the leaft doubt of meeting with
furs wherever we could find people. The tide in the river is very
rapid, running at leaft four knots per hour; So that there was a
neceffity of coming to anchor every tide, unlets aSTiitccl by a frefh
favourable breeze: this, however, was looked upon by us as a matter, of little confequence, as we expected fuch plenty of traffic up
the river,, that our frequent anchoring, would be absolutely neceffary ; but in this we were difappointed.
1
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During the 26th and 27th, we kept Standing up the'river with
variable winds, and moderate weather: no inhabitants came near
ais, nor any particular occurrence happened. At noon on the 27th,
die Burning Mountain bore South-Weft by Weft. A considerable
fmoke Iffued from its fummit, which is very lofty, but we faw no
.fiery eruption; nor did I find, on enquiry of Captain Dixon, that
they ever faw any greater appearance of a volcano from this mountain, during their cruize up this river, their laft Voyage, at which
time it was difcovered.
At three o'clock in the afternoon of the 28th, we came to
anchor in eleven fathom water, over a fandy bottom, the adjacent
-coaft to the Westward about three miles diftance, tolerably level,
and likely, in the opinion of our Captains, to produce Furs. In the (
evening, a Single canoe, with one man in her, came along-Side us,
but brought nothing, except a little dried falmon, which we bought
for a few beads, with which he feemed perfectly fatisfied. 'Tis moft
probable this man came purpofely to reconnoitre us, and learn our
intentions; for when he understood that we came to trade peaceably, and was Shewn various articles we had to traffic with, he was
very well pleafed, and gave us to understand that the people (pointing the Shore) would bring us plenty of Skins by the next day's
fun. Early in the morning of the 29th, we had feveral canoes
along-Side us; fome fo fmall, that they hold only one or two men,
and others with from ten to fourteen people in them : they
brought us Skins of various forts, fuch as land and fea otters,
bears, racoons, marmots, &c. &c. for which they took toes and
blue beads, but the toes are held in the greateft estimation, a mid-dling fized toe fetching the beft otter Skin they had got. During
the greateft part of the day, we traded with pretty good fuc•cefe9 the inhabitants behaving in a quiet, orderly manner, and
we

N O R T H - W E S T COAST OF AMERICA.

f

we kept up this friendly intercourfe by every method in our 1786.
power, being perfectly convinced, that a kind and mild treat- v _J^j^
ment was the fureft means of procuring what we wanted fronx
thefe favages.
• Towards evening, the wind blowing frefh, no canoes ventured'
to come near us; but the weather proving moderate on the 30th,
a number of fmall canoes, and two large ones, came along-fide„
from whom we purchafed every thing they had worth picking up..
By our obfervation to-day at noon, the place where we now lay
is in 60 deg. 48 min. North latitude; and 152 deg. 11 min. Weft
longitude. From this to the 3d of Auguft, the weather was moderate and fine : our friends kept bringing-us Skins of various kinds,,
but gave us to understand, that their own were all fold, and that
they were obliged to trade with tribes in distant parts of the country, in order to fupply us. They alfo brought us great plenty of
excellent frefh falmon, which-we bought very cheap, giving a Single
bead for a large fifh; indeed they were fo plentiful, that at anytime if we refufed to purchafe, they would throw the fifh. on board,.
fooner than be at the pains to take them back. The falmon.
come into the river in innumerable Shoals, at this feafon of
the year, and are caught by the natives in wears, with the greateft
eafe; they are fmoaked and dried in their huts, and make a very
considerable part of their food during the Winter. What a frefh •
instance this of the goodnefs of Divine Providence towards his
creatures! How bountifully he hath provided for thefe poor
wretches, in this barren and inhofpitable part of the world! Surely,
after this, no one can afk with the difcontented Ifraelites, " Canu
God fprea4 a table in the wildernefs m
Q*
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On the 4th of Auguft, we had a Strong breeze from the South South
f!^—.l> Eaft, which prevented any canoes coming near us; but the weather,
on the 5th, being pretty moderate, feveral canoes came along-fide, •
but the people had very few Skins, and they gave us to understand,
that the country was pretty well drained. We were moored with
both bowers, but this morning we took up the beft, in order to be
ready for fea, when Captain Portlock Should make the Signal.
In the morning of the 6th, we had Strong breezes from the South
-South Weft, with rain, which continued till noon on the 7th, when
the weather turned moderate. In the afternoon, Captain Portlock
came on board us, and propofed weighing anchor at four o'clock
the next morning. Accordingly we weighed, and were making
fail, when Captain Portlock fent his Third Mate on board us, with
a meffage, intimating, that - as the weather promifed very unfavourably, we had much better Slay where we lay, than run the
rifque of getting a bad fituation in a gale of wind; accordingly, we
again let go our anchor, and foon found his fuggeftion a good one,
for in the evening there came on a very heavy gale of wind, which
continued the greateft part of the night. We again moored Ship,
with the beft bower; but in the morning of the 9th, the weather
growing moderate, we hove it up again, in order to be ready for
failing with the firft fair wind. For feveral days paft, but few
canoes had been near us, and thefe brought us nothing but old tattered pieces, the remnants of dirty Skins which they had wore to
defend themfelves from the inclemency of the weather : indeed, for
fome time paft, what good Skins they brought were cut into Strips,
probably with a view to obtain better prices; but this practice we
difcountenanced as much as poffible.
Before
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Before I proceed farther, let me endeavour to give thee fome
idea of the country near the place we now lay ; and furely a profpect more dreary and uncomfortable can fcarcely be conceived,
than that which prefeiited itfelf to our view to the North Weft.
The land, indeed, clofe by the fea-fide, is tolerably level, affords
a few pines, which, together with Shrubs and underwoods, intermixed with long grafs, make the landfcape not altogether difagreeable; but the adjacent mountains, whofe rugged tops far outreach
the clouds, abfolutely beggar all defcription : covered with eternal
fnow, except where thefierceNorth wind blows it from their craggy
fummits, they entirely chill the blood of the beholder, and their
prodigious extent and Stupendous precipices, render them equally
inacceffible to man or beaft. I had forgot, that in my laft I promifed to attempt no. more defcriptions of the country at prefent,
but the profpect juft mentioned had fomething in it fo awfully
dreadful, that I could not avoid faying a few words refpecting it,
and I know thou wilt readily forgive any little inadvertencies of
this fort, as my only wiSh is, to amufe and entertain—I wiSh I
could add, and instruct thee. Thou mayeft expect a continuation
very foon. Adieu. Thine, &c,
W. B.
COOK'S R I V E R , 1
10th Auguft.
(
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OBSERVED in my laft, that we held ourfelves in readinefs
to fail with the firft fair wind; and at five o'clock in the morning of the ioth of Auguft, we weighed and made fail with moderate breezes and fine weather. At eight o'clock, finding the tide
fet us Strongly in for the land, and very near a long ridge of fand<
to the' Southward, we let go an anchor in ten fathom water, over
a Stony bottom ; an ifland to the Southward at little more than a<
mile's diftance. At five in the afternoon, we weighed and made:
fail, but the breeze not enabling us to Stem the tide, at nine we
were obliged to come to an anchor in twelve fathom water, over a.
rocky bottom; the North Weft end of the fmall ifland to the
Southward, bearing Weft North Weft, diftance off Shore to the.
Northward five miles; the weather moderate and fine.

At five in the morning of the i ith, we weighed anchor, and
kept Standing down the river.. At eight o'clock we perceived two
Ruffian boats,.with eighteen men in each, Steering for the iflandi
to the Southward. They, no doubt, were the fame people we
faw incoming up the river. It feems to be their plan to fub•jugate the poor Indians, and afterwards to exact what Skins they
can, by way of tribute; but the people are difperfed in fo many
different parts, that this fcheme can furely never anfwer their purpofe. At eleven o'clock we came to in nineteen fathom water,,
Anchor Point bearing South by Eaft, diftance from Shore four
miles. Our obfervation atnoon gave 60 deg. 9 min. North lati- •
!sri$8" tu.de..
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tude. Having but light breezes, we were obliged to wait for the
tide in Standing down the river.
At noon on the 12 th, Cape Bede bore Eaft South Eaft, and
Coal Harbour Eaft by South. At two o'clock we came to in thirty-nine fathom water, the barren Iflands bearing South South
Eaft; the Burning Mountain Weft North Weft; Mount St.
Auguftine South Weft; and Coal Harbour Eaft. Our obfervation
gave 59 deg. 28 min. North latitude; and 151 deg. Weft longitude.
The weather was moderate and fine, and we had great reafon to
hope that the next tide, with a tolerable breeze, would carry us
clear of the river.
In regard to the extent of this river, I cannot fpeak with any
degree of certainty ; but we know that it reaches considerably farther to the Northward than where we lay at anchor. With refpect
to its breadth, it is feldom more than twenty miles over.
The inhabitants feem not to have fixed on any particular fpot
for their refidence, but are fcattered about here" and there, as beft
fuits their convenience or inclination. 'Tis moft probable they are
divided into clans or tribes, as in every large canoe we faw there
was at leaft one perfon of fuperior authority to the reft, who not
only directed their traffic, but kept them in a proper degree of
fubordination. In their manners they feem harmlefs and inoffenfive; but this might probably be occafioned by the different treatment they met with from us, to what the Ruffians had ufed them
to. The weapons we faw are bows and arrows, and Spears ; thefe
are very ufeful in hunting, as well as fighting; the flefh of the
various beafts they kill ferving them for food, as their Skins do for
I 2
cloath-
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Auguft.
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cloathing. One would reafonably fuppofe that the Skin s of large
beafts, as bears, wolves, &c. would be held in the greateft estimation as cloaths bv thefe people: this, however, is not the cafe, the
greater part wearing cloaks made of marmot-Skins, very neatly
fewed together, one cloak containing perhaps more than one hundred Skins: it is moft likely that their women's time is principally
taken up in employments like thefe. Befides the fea-otter, here arebears, wolves, foxes, racoons, marmots, or field-mice, mufquafh,
.ermine, &c. &c. but the marmot and fox feem to be in the greateft
plenty. The trade thefe people are fondeft of for their Skins, is
toes, and light blue beads,, fcarcely any other fort (though. we,had^
a very great variety) being taken the leaft notice of.. .
In their perfons, thefe people are of a middle Size, and well proportioned ; their features appear regular, but their faces are fo
bedaubed with dirt and filth, that it is impoffible to fay what fort
of complexion.they have. That perfon feems to be reckoned the
greateft beau amongft them, whofe face is one entire piece of fmut
and greafe, and his hair well daubed with the fame composition.
Their nofe and ears are ornamented with beads, or teeth, if they
cannot procure any thing elfe : they have likewife a long flit cut in
the under lip, parallel with the mouth, which is ornamented much
in the fame manner with the nofe and ears I but this I could obferve was always in proportion to the perfon's wealth. We faw
only one woman,, and the people with her behaved with great
civility, and attended her with great refpect: her face, contrary to
the general cuftom, was tolerably clean, and her complexion and
. features far from difagreeable :. indeed I have often feen much
worfe-looking women in England. Their fmall canoes are fo constructed, as to hold but one, or at moft two perfons; and both
thefe and the large ones are covered with Skins. It poiTibly may
be
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be in my power, before the conclufion of our Voyage, to give thee 1786.
a farther account of thefe people; iffo, thou mayeft depend on it; , u*-v-^»
in the mean time, let me proceed with our tranfactions.
I have obferved, that the afternoon of the 12th was fine, and the j
weather continuing favourable, we weighed anchor at four o'clock
in the morning of the 13th of Auguft, having a fine leading breeze :
and clear weather. We Stood down the river to the Eaft North .
Eaft, leaving the Barren Iflands to the Southward.
Before noon we were clear of Cook's River, and our deftination 1
being for Prince William's Sound, we Stood to the North Eaft, at
about two leagues diftance from the Shore. At noon, the Northermoft part of the Continent bore North Eaft by North and Sugar
Loaf Ifland (one of the Barren Iflands) South Weft. Towards the.:
evening our breeze died away, and during the night, we had light v
•baffling winds.
During the former part of the 14th, we kept Standing along the Shore, latitude at noon 59 deg. 6 min. North. In the afternoon,
the weather grew cloudy and hazy. At four o'clock we tacked, and •
Stood to the North Weft, but being uncertain how we were Situated in regard to the paffage into Prince William's Sound, at;eight .
we again tacked, and Stood off fhore till twelve o'clock.
On the 15th we had light airs, with hazy weather. We had loft
fight of the land, but at two o'clock we again faw it, bearing from i
North North Weft to Weft North Weft. On founding we found s
bottom with 103 fathom line, mud and clay.
Light
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Light airs and hazy on the 16th. We Still kept Standing along
the Shore, at about two leagues distance; the land bearing from
'Weft South Weft to North. On the 17th, we Still had light baf: fling winds, and cloudy weather. Having had no meridian altitude Since the 14th, we could not be exactly certain as to our
fituation, but concluded the land which, we now faw to the North
Eaft to be Montague Ifland. It being nearly calm, and our foundings greatly leffened, we came to anchor at three ©"'clock, in fortythree fathom water, over a Sandy bottom; diftance from Shore
about three miles. I Should obferve, * that for fome days paft our
foundings had varied from one hundred and twenty to twenty
eight fathom water, generally over a muddy bottom. An ifland to
the Northward bore from North Eaft by Eaft to North North
Eaft. Another point of land due North, at fix miles diftance.
Whilft we lay at anchor, many of our people got out their SiShing-lines, thinking we lay on a cod-bank; they caught fome fculpins, and a few halibut, but were difappointed in their expectations of catching cod.
The weather continued thick and foggy, but at fix o'clock in
the afternoon of the 18th, a breeze fpringing up from the South
Weft by Weft, we weighed anchor, and Stood in for the Shore.
At ten o'clock, we founded with forty-five fathom line, over a
bottom of fand mixed with Shells; at twelve, we had no bottom
with eighty fathom line.
The early part of the morning of the 19th was fo foggy, that we
loft fight of land, but at eight o'clock we faw land bearing North
Eaft by North. We kept plying to windward, in order to make,
if poffible, the South Weft paffage into Prince William's Sound,
which, at four in the afternoon, bore North Eaft by North \ the
1
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Eaftermoft point of land in fight Eaft by North; Foot Ifland, from 1786.
North by Eaft, to Weft North Weft; Leg Ifland, Weft, to North Auguft.
Weft by North; the Continent South Weft. The wind blew
frefh from the North Eaft, and a heavy fwell fetting to the Weftward, we gained little or nothing. At eight o'clock in the evening, the South Weft Point of Montague Ifland bore Eaft North
Eaft, at four miles diftance. The wind being variable during the
night, we tacked occasionally. At ten o'clock we had foundings
in forty fathom water, over a fandy bottom..
At eight in the morning of the 20th, the land in fight bore
from North North Eaft to North half Weft; we had no bottom
with a line of fifty fathom. Still we kept plying to windward, but:
with no better fjaccefs than on the preceding days, owing to frefrr
North Eafterly winds, and.a current fetting to the Westward.
The former part of the 21ft was hazy, with rain. At four in
the afternoon, we had great hopes of making a bay near the wiShedfor entrance, being in feventeen fathom water, and within a mile:
and half of the land; but we found a Strong current fet us bodily
to leeward, in addition to the fwell from the Eaftward. In the.
evening, and during the night, we had Strong North Easterly,
breezes, with much rain;. and the former part of the 2 2d was thick and rainy, but the wind more moderate. We had a tolerable obfervation at noon, which gave 59 deg. 15 min. North latitude,
being the only one we could get for ten days paft..
During the afternoon, and the whole of the 23d, the weatherr
was thick and hazy, with freSh variable breezes, though chiefly
from the.North.Eaft, and.no land in Sight..
At:
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At four o'clock in the morning of the 24th, the wind veered td
^ 5 - , ' t j tthe South Eaft, on which we Stood right in for the land, which we
faw at three in the afternoon, bearing from North by Eaft to Weft
by North, at ten miles diftance. We had foundings in feventy
fathom water, over a muddy bottom. At eight in the evening,
the wind changed to the North Eaft again, and we Stood off the
land during the night, -it being very uncertain how the currents
fet. I Shall refume the Subject very Shortly. Thine, &c.
W. B.
MOFF MONTAGUE ISLAND, ?

-27thAuguft.
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U R I N G the 25th and 26th of Auguft, we had light winds,
and hazy weather. At feven in the evening of the 26th, the
wind Shifted to the Southward, and we were in great hopes of getting in with the land next day. Towards ten o'clock it came on
to blow very frefh, fo that we hove to till three in the morning
of the 27th, when we made fail, and Stood to the Northward. At
noon we faw the land, bearing due North. Our obfervation gave
59 deg. North latitude, -being the only good one we had been able
to make for the paft fortnight. Longitude 145 deg. 44 min. Weft.
Finding ourfelves much too far to the Eaftward, to have any hopes
of getting into Prince William's Sound by the South Weft paffage,
our Captains determined to try for the entrance by CapeHinchinbrooke, having a favourable breeze and moderate weather.
2
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I Should have obferved, that there are two paffages into the
1-86
Sound ; the one, (which we have in vain attempted for f >me time 3 ^ 1
paft) to the Weftward, and the other to the Eastward of Montague
ISland. At five in the afternoon we faw fome low, flat land, bearing North Eaft, which we took for Kayes ISland. At eight o'clock
the land a-head bore North by Weft, at ten miles diftance. The
wind blowing frefh, we tacked, and Stood off Shore during the night,
not judging it prudent to Stand in for the land..
In the morning of the 28th, the land bore Weft, at twelve or
fourteen miles distance; and by noon, we had entirely lofl Sight of
it. The weather was fqually, with rain, and a frefh North Easterly
breeze. All hopes of making Prince William's Sound this feafon
were now given, up, and it was determined by our Captains to Steer
for Crofs Sound, that being the next known harbour to the Southward, where any Skins were likely to be procured..
From the 29th of Auguft to the 3d of September, we had frefhNorth Eafterly breezes, with fqually weather. On the 4th, the
weather grew moderate, and tolerably pleafant, with light variable winds, which continued much the fame till the 7th, when we
had a brisk gale from the North Eaft, but towards evening, it turned
nearly calm. On the 8th, a frefh breeze fprung up from the
South South Weft. Our obfervation at noon gave 58 deg. North
latitude; and our longitude was 137 deg. 38 min. Weft. This
being pretty near the Situation of Crofs Sound, as laid down
by Captain Cook, we Steered North Eaft by Eaft, and our Southerly breeze continuing, we faw land right a-head at eleven o'clock,
in the forenoon of the 9th, and at two o'clock it bore from North.
Weft to Eaft by South, at Six miles diftance.
K
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Having been at fea a month, when we expected only a cruize of
two or three days, thou mayeft imagine we were greatly elated with
the profpect of fpeedily coming to anchor, and beginning to traffic;
but all our expectations on this head foon vanished, for on Standing in for the Shore till four o'clock, and at lefs than three miles
diftance, we could not fee any appearance of the Sound mentioned
by Captain Cook. The coaft, indeed, formed a kind of bay, but
afforded no place, in this fituation, where a veffel could anchor,
with any degree of fafety. We founded with a line of 110 fathom,
but found no bottom, neither was the colour of the water in the?
leaft changed; fo that there is reafon to expect deep water quite-,
clofe to the Shore.
Being difappointed in our expectations of falling in with Crofs
Sound, it was judged a needlefs wafte of time to look for it in any
other Situation, efpecially as Captain Cook never came to anchor
there, but only faw it at a considerable diftance; and we knew by
experience, how deceitful the appearances of land are on this coaft,
occafioned by a constant haze, which perpetually changes its position, and renders it next to impoffible to afcertain land at a diftance, with any degree of certainty.
The Bay of Iflands was the next eligible harbour for us to make ;
this lay about thirty miles to the Southward and Eastward. A
favourable breeze fpringing up towards the evening, we Stood under an eafy fair during the night, with every profpect of making
this harbour foon; but in the morning of the ioth, a very heavy
gale of wind came on from the Southward, which continued till
evening, when we had a flat calm for a few hours.
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At two o'clock in the morning of the n t h , the gale came on , 1786
September.
heavier than before, with much rain, and continued without interruption till the 13 th, at noon, when the weather grew moderate,
and tolerably clear. During the gale, we had wore occasionally,
to prevent our getting on a lee-Shore, and when it fubfided, we
found ourfelves more than ten leagues from Cape Edgecombe,
(the neareft point of land to the Bay of Iflands) our obfervation
at noon giving 56 deg. 50 min. North latitude. However, it was
determined to make this harbour if poffible, our fails and rigging
being pretty much damaged during the Storm.
Accordingly, we Steered Eaft North Eaft, with a moderate breeze
from the Southward; and at fix o'clock in the morning of the
14th, we faw land, bearing from Eaft by North to North Weft, at
fourteen miles diftance. At noon, Cape Edgecombe bore South
60 deg. Eaft, at ten miles diftance. Our obfervation gave 57 deg.
6 min. North latitude. We kept Steering to the Westward, in
expectation of finding the Bay of Iflands till five in the afternoon,
but could not fall in with any fuch place to the Weftward of the
Cape. That part of the coaft which we examined forms a kind of
Shallow bay, but affords not the leaft fhelter for any veffel to lay at
anchor, neither could we perceive the leaft Sign of inhabitants.
We had indeed heard, that the Spaniards anchored very near this
place in 1775, but this account we were afraid was not abfolutely
to be depended on. At fix o'clock we hauled our wind to the
Southward, intending to examine the South Eaft fide of the
Cape; but at midnight a very heavy gale of wind fprung up from
the South Eaft, which continued during the whole of the 15th,
with heavv and continued rain ; this made us glad to keep off the
land as much as poffible, fo that in the forenoon of the 16th, we
were more than twenty leagues-to the Southward of Cape EdgeK 2
combe*
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combe. The wind grew more moderate, but variable, and frequently fqually, with rain. The weather was thick, and fo hazy,
that we could not fee a mile a-head. The feafon flipping away
very faft, all hopes of making the Bay of Iflands were given up,
and it was determined to fleer for King George's Sound,, keeping:
in, however,, with the coaft, that no opportunity of accidentallymeeting with a harbour might be loft.
The weather on the 17th grew moderate,, and a fine Wefterly.
breeze came on early in the morning: our latitude at noon was
55 degrees 15 min. North ;. and our longitude 136 deg.. 14 min..
Weft. We Still had a fine North- Wefterly breeze, and at one
o'clock on the 18th, being then Steering due Eaft, we faw land
right a-head, on which we Stood directly for it. Our latitude
at noon was. 53 deg. 46 min. North; and our longitude 133
deg. 53 min. Weft. At fix o'clock we were well in with the
land ; but finding no harbour, nor the leaft fign of any inhabitants, we bore up,.and Stood to the Southward. The land we faw
was high,.and bore North 65 degrees Eaft, at four miles distance..
The evening, was fine, clear, and feren.. We faw a fpecies of bird:
quite different from any we had hitherto feen : his make was long;
and Slender, yet his flight was very heavy. The tips of his wings
and tail were white, and his wings were finely variegated. He was,
nearly the fize of a fin all gnll. We likewife faw wild-geefe of.various fpeciesj in great numbers^
The frefh Northerly breeze continued during the -19th; the land;
in fight at fix in the morning bore from. North Weft to North
Eaft, distance off Shore about nine leagues. Our obfervation at
noon gave 51 deg. 56 min. North ;,and our longitude 133 deg..
Weft.
JLThe
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The weather during the 20th and 21ft was moderate, and we- 1786.
kept Standing to the Eaftward; the coaft in fight at eight or nine . / ^ ^ ^
leagues-diftance. On the 21ft, at noon, being in 50 deg. 40 min.
North latitude, we faw an ifland, bearing North 53 deg. Eaft. In '
the afternoon we had a large Shark. along-Side.- I mention-this as
it is a fifh rarely feen in fuch Northerly latitudes.. At fix o'clock
the Ifland; or rather Iflands we had feen at noon, bore from Norths
22 deg. Eaft to North 43 deg. Eaft,.at three leagues diftance.
During the 22d we Stood to the Eaftward, for King George's
Sound, with a frefh breeze from the North Weft. At one
o'clock Woody Point bore North Weft by Weft, at two milesdiftance. At fome diftance to the Weftward of the Point is
a rock,, which obtained the name of Split-Rock, and appears
joined by a low reef to the coaft. The Eaftermoft point of land
bore^North North Eaft, and from that to Woody Point, the coaft
forms a. kind of bay, covered with pines, fome of which have a
very beautiful appearance, the land next the fea being pretty low,
and tolerably-leveL The day being thick and hazy, we were not
able to get any obfervation to determine our latitude, and it being
impoffible for us to make the found by day-light, Captain Dixon
judged it moft prudent to Stand off the Shore during the night, as
it abounds with rocks and breakers. Captain Portlock, however,
hoifted out his boat, andfent his Third'Mate round the Eaftermoft
point of land,,to look for an anchoring birth, but he not fucceeding, we hauled to the South Weft, and Stood off fhore till the
morning of the 23d. At. fun-fet, the neareft point of land was
about fix miles diftant. We founded in forty-five fathom water,
over a hard rocky bottom..
This harbour being our dernier refource for this feafon, thou
lay eft, imagine we are. extremely anxious to make.it:. what fuccefs
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cefs we may meet with, will be the fubject of my next. Adieu.
T h i n e

^ ^

W. B.
O F F K I N G ' G E O R G E ' S SOUND, 7

24th September.
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T the conclufion of my laft, we were flattered with hopes of
JL fpeedily making our long wifhed for port: thefe hopes, I am
Sincerely forry to tell thee, are now all over, for this year at leaft:.
however, anticipation apart—let me proceed to give thee a regular
account of our ill fortune.
I obferved before, that we were within fix miles of the land in
the evening of the 2 2d, and that we hauled to the Southward
during the night. At fix in the morning of the 23d, we made
fail, and Stood nearly North Eaft, with a frefh breeze from the
North Weft. At eight o'clock Split-Rock bore North 40 deg.
Weft, at fix leagues diftance. Our obfervation at noon gave 49
deg. 50 min. North latitude; and our longitude was 127 deg. 52
min. Weft; fo that we were near twenty miles to the Northward, and fifty miles to the Weftward of our harbour. The bluff
head to the Weftward bore North 69 deg. Weft, and the Eaftermoft land South 60 deg. Eaft, at fix miles diftance. During
the afternoon, the breeze grew lighter, and towards five o'clock it
was nearly calm, fo that it was impoffible to make the found, on
which
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which we hauled our wind to the Southward Our obfervation 1786.
at noon had, however, enabled us to determine the entrance into SeptembeBi.
the harbour to a certainty. At fix o'clock, the point of the found
bore North 60 deg. Eaft, diftance Sixteen or feventeen miles. At
eight we founded with a line of fifty-feven fathom, over a muddy
bottom. During the -night, we had light, variable winds, andfometimes fqually, with rain.
In the morning of the 24th, we again Stood for the land, Steering North Eaft by Eaft, with a moderate breeze from South Eaft
by Eaft, but we foon had light, baffling, variable winds, and fre^
quently calm ; fo that we could not poffibly make the harbour..
Our obfervation at noon gave 49 deg. 28 min. North latitude.
The point of land at the entrance of the found bore North Eaft,.
at four leagues diftance; and Point Breakers Eaft 6 deg; South,
diftance fix miles. At two o'clock we founded, with a line of 65
fathom, over a rocky bottom. At four o'clock the harbour borer
North 55 deg. Eaft, diftance four leagues; and at fix, the extremes;
of the land bore from Eaft 9 deg. South to North, 25- deg. Weft,.
Nootka Point, North Eaft by North, diftance ten miles. We had
foundings with a line of fifty-five fathoms, over a muddy bottom.
During the forenoon of the 25th, we had light variable airs,
with frequent Showers of rain. At noon, though we were notmore than ten miles distant from the entrance into the Sound; yet
frequent calms, with light baffling winds in every direction, toge- ther with a heavy rolling fwell fetting in right on the land, rendered it impracticable for us to Stand in for the Shore; fo that at
five o'clock we wore, and Stood to the Southward. At fix o'clock
the extremes of the land bore from Eaft by South to Weft NorthWeft, diftant about eight miles. In the evening, the wind blew
"freSli.
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1786. -'frefh-at South Eaft; and by -ten at night, increafed to a vio'lerjt
Septeinber. ^alg,'attended with very heavy rain.
About three in the morning of the 26th, a moft tempestuous
Storm of thunder and lightning came on, the rain Still continuing.
The claps of thunder were aftonifhingly-louft, and the lightning
.fo very fierce, that it blinded the people on deck for a considerable
time, and every flaSh left a Strong fulphurous Stench behind.
I was upon deck during fhe greateft part of the Storm; and I
muft own to thee, that the awful and tremendous appearance of
the elements, if I may be allowed the expreffion, affected me greatly.
How often have I thought, that nothing in nature could equal the
thunder Storm fo beautifully defcribed by Thomfon, in his Seafons :
but here, every awful fituation in Thomfon's picture was brought
on the canvafs in the moft confpicuous point of view, and the
majefty of the whole Still heightened by the roaring of the wind,
the raging of the fea, and a more than common darknefs, which
overfpread the Surrounding atmofphere.
To wards1fixin the morning the Storm abated, and we again had
light baffling winds, and a very heavy crofs fea, which prevented
us from Standing in for the Shore, efpecially'as the morning was
thick and hazy. At ten o'clock we faw the land, bearing from
North Weft to Eaft, about nine miles distant; but frequent calms,
and a heavy fwell fetting right in Shore, made us glad to keep from
the land as much as poffible, and more especially, as from the point
of the harbour, and at leaft two miles from Shore, there runs a
areef of breakers, for two miles to the Northward. During the
afternoon and night, we had light variable winds, with rain.
At
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At four in the morning of the 27th, a frefh breeze fpringing up 1786.
from South South Weft, we made fail, and Stood for the harbour; Sgtem^
but by ten o'clock the breeze died away, and we had baffling winds,,
.with a heavy fwell from the Southward, which fet us directly on
the breakers juft mentioned; fo that our fituation, for fome time,
was rather alarming. However, foon after eleven o'clock, we were
pretty clear of the danger. The King George was to the Southward of us, fo that Captain Portlock was under no great degree of
apprehenfion on his own account. At noon, the Weft point of
the harbour bore North 60 deg. Eaft; and the extremes of the
land, from Weft North Weft to Eaft by South. The afternoon
and evening were fqually, with heavy Storms of hail. At fix
o'clock, the entrance into Nootka Sound bore North, 55 deg. Eafttwelve miles distant. During the night, we had light variable
airs.
At half paft five in the morning of the 28th, we again bore up
for the found, but unfortunately had the fame light airs, and heavy
fwell to encounter, as on the preceding day; fo that finding it impoffible to make the -harbour, at eleven o'clock we hauled to the
Southward. At noon, the point of the harbour bore North, 65
.deg. Eaft, feven miles distant. The wind, during the afternoon,
being ftill light and variable, with a heavy fwell, we kept Standing
, to the Southward. At feven o'clock, Captain Portlock fpoke us,
-and informed us, that he intended to quit the coaft, and Stand
immediately for .Sandwich Iflands, directing us at the fame time
to Steer South South Weft, or South by Weft, if the Wind permitted. The harbour at that time bore Eaft North Eaft, feven
leagues distant. During the night we had light variable winds,
with frequent Showers of hail and rain; but atfivein the morning
of the 29th, a frefh breeze Sprung up from the Weftward, which
L
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1786. enabled us to Shape our courfe agreeably to Captain Portlock's
jpteiTT^er. direction, though I muft own we left the coaft reluctantly, and
the more fo, as the prefent wind was what we wanted to carry us
into the found. Indeed it Should be remembered, that the wind
for fome days paft had been as favourable as we could wifh, when
at a diftance from the Shore, but always grew light and variable,
as we drew near the land; and there is every reafon to imagine
this would have been the cafe at prefent: fo that on the whole, we
probably may have caufe to rejoice at this unexpected determination. At noon, the harbour bore North 40 deg. Eaft, distant about
twelve leagues: our latitude was 49 deg. 15 min. North; and the
longitude 127 deg. 35 min. Weft. Before night we had entirely
loft fight of the coaft. Thus ended all our hopes of making King
George's Sound this feafon.
If we take a retrofpect view of occurrences Since our leaving.
Cook's River, we feem to have been peculiarly unfuccefsful in all
our attempts to gain a fecond harbour on this inhofpitable coaft.
Twice indeed, (viz. at Crofs Sound, and the Bay of Iflands) our
mifcarriage was owing, in a great meafure, to misinformation ;
and that we did not make either Prince 'William's, or Nootka
Sound, mayjuftlybe attributed to unfavourable winds, and bad
weather, things which muft ever baffle the Strongest efforts of human wifdom; and, though we were unacquainted with Captain
Portlock's motives for leaving the coaft, yet he no doubt was convinced, that every attempt had been made that prudence could
fuggeft, confiftent with the fafety of the veffels, or the lives of the
people.
Thus ends our firft trading campaign, and though not abfolutely
unfuccefsful, yet it affords a moft ufeful leffon for many Situations
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in life, and would furniSh me with an ample field for harranguing
on the uncertainty and unftability of all worldly expectations, &c.
&c. but thou wilt fufpect me of an attempt to palm a pack of
rufty, thread-bare moral fentences on thee; fo that I Shall conclude
at once. Thine ever,
W. B.
A T SEA,

2d Oaober.

\
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AVING pretty well reconciled ourfelves to the unavoidable
difappointments we met with on the American Coaft, our
thoughts, like the Ifraelites of old, were fixed on the SleSh-pots of
Egypt; or, to drop the metaphor, we comforted ourfelves with
the hope of many a delicious regale among the hogs, yams, and
other good chear of Sandwich Iflands.
Perhaps from what I faid in my laft, refpecting our bad fuccefs,
thou wilt conclude we left the coaft without any thing worth
notice. To fet thee right in that particular, I fhall juft obferve,
that we collected in Cook's River near Sixty prime otter-Skins;
about the fame quantity of an inferior kind ; about twenty fine
marmot cloaks, together with racoons, foxes, &c. &c. fufficient to
fill three puncheons ; fo that our piirchafes, if not very great, were
far from defpicable. Captain Portlock's fuccefs was, I believe,
nearly fimilar to our's.
L2
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oiob' ^ ^ ^* 8 George's Sound, as I have already obferved, on the
u—-V-—J 29th of September, with a fine.Wefterly breeze; but it Shifted to
the Eaftward on the 30th, with moderate weather.
On the 31ft, the wind again blew from the Weftward, the weather was clear and fine. On the 4th of October, we had clofe
foggy weather, with frequent fqualls. On the 7th, at noon, our
latitude was 43 deg. 8 min. and our longitude 131 deg. 59 min..
Weft: we had variable winds, the weather Still foggy* During the
night, the wind blew a Strong gale from the Weftward; but towards the morning of the 8th, it grew moderate.
About eight o'clock in the evening of thejt ith, there was a kind
of fiery meteor feen playing about the Ship. As failors have a tolerable Share of fuperftition, an appearance of this kind is much
dreaded by them, and, is univerfally known by the appellation of
Davy Jones. Davy's power is very great, but he is fuppofed to
prefide more immediately over the winds and waves, though he
feldom or ever appears for any good purpofe; and this, I prefume,
makes the honeft tars afraid of his WorShip.
'Tis fomewhat Strange, that a fet of men, who deSpife real dangers, which might appall theftouteftheart, Should be terrified with
ideal fears of their own creating, and thofe raifed by an object fit
only for a bug-bear to children.
During the night we had a Strong gale of wind from the Southward, with heavy rain. A circumflance of this fort happening fo
foon after the appearance of Davy Jones, ferves greatly to Strengthen
the fuperftitious opinion which failors already entertain of him.

In
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In the morning of the 12th, the weather moderated; and at ten oaober..
o'clock the wind Shifted to the Northward, blowing afinefrefh breeze. *—-*"—J
At noon on the 13th, our latitude was 37 deg. 2 min. North;
and our longitude, being the mean of feveral fets of lunar obfervations, 134 deg. 47 min. Weft. In this fituation we perceived a.
current fetting pretty Strong to the Eaftward.
On the 14th, we caught three large Sharks, which were very
acceptable, on account of the oil they afforded us, and which we i
could ufe, not only for the binnacle, but to pay our malts, rigging, &c. our oil running Short. From the 14th to the 24th,
nothing occurred worth notice. During this time we had variabld.
winds, aud pretty moderate weather.
On the 25th, our latitude was 33 deg. North, and the longitude
143 deg. 36 min. Weft. We had' a moderate breeze from South'
South Eaft, with frequent Showers of rain. This afternoon we
had a fpecies of birds about the Ship, which I take to be the Striated fand-piper of Pennant, two of which were fo tame, that our
people had nearly caught them.
From this to the 31 St, we had little variety. The weather in
general was tolerably fine, though fometimes fqually, with rain.
Our obfervation at noon gave 29 deg. 5 min. North latitude; and
148 deg. Weft longitude.
On the ift of November, we looked out for St. Maria le Gorta;
which is laid down in Cook's Chart, in 27 deg, 50. min. North latitude ; and 149 deg. Weft longitude; and the fame afternoon, failed
directly over it. Indeed we fcarcefy expected to meet with any fuch
place, as it is copied by Mr. Roberts into the above Chart, from the
fame
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1786. fame authority which we had already found to be erroneous,
November. r e f p e fti n g L o s Majos, and Roco Partida.
On the 5th of November, at noon, we were in 24 deg. 32 min.
North latitude; and the wind blowing from the Eaftward for fome
days paft, gave us fome hopes of a Steady trade; but in this we
were difappointed, for in the afternoon the wind hauled to the
Southward, and we had a very material alteration in the weather,
which was continually fqually, with rain. This time of the year
feems to be the Stormy feafon near the Sandwich Iflands; for
though we had often Strong gales of wind, yet they were never
Steady or lafting, but came on us fuddenly, attended with impetuous torrents of rain.
The weather on the 8th and 9th, was extremely fultry, with
lightning almoft in every direction, particularly in the evening of
the 9th. About four o'clock in the morning of the 10th, we had
a violent guft of wind, which lafted about half an hour, attended
with exceeding heavy rain, which greatly contributed to render the
atmofphere cool and pleafant.
The fcarcity of birds for many days paft, was rather remarkable,
and more particularly fo, as the Tropic birds are peculiar to the
latitude we were in: indeed on the 9th, we faw one folitary man
of war bird, and the fame day caught two dolphins, with hook
and line, which were the only fifh we had been able to lay hold of
Since, our leaving the Continent. Our latitude at noon was 22 deg.
54 min. North; and the longitude 151 deg. 24 min. Weft.
In the forenoon of the 1 ith, the wind veered to the Northward,
and the weather grew moderate and fine.
1
On
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On the 12th, we caught a Shark, with a fowl, and part of a turtle 1786.
in his belly: this plainly indicated that we were not far from ,°!! L m ^'
land ; and indeed we knew that the Ifland of Atoui was under our
lee, our obfervation at noon giving 21 deg. 30 min. North latitude ; and the mean of feveral fets of lunar obfervations, 152 deg.
4 min. Weft longitude. We had a fine North Easterly breeze,
with clear weather.
Towards the evening, feveral flocks of fand-pipers were flying
about the Ship. For fome time paft we had Steered well to the
Southward, having been greatly retarded by Southerly winds; but
this evening Captain Portlock fpoke us, and directed us to Steer
South South Weft, as it appeared by our obfervations, that we
were well to windward of all the iflands.
On the 13th, at noon, our latitude was 20 deg. 36 min. North ;
and finding ourfelves well to windward of Owhyhee, the ifland we
firft intended to touch at, we Steered more to the Weftward, with
a moderate Easterly breeze, and fine weather.
On the 14th, at noon, we were in 20 deg. 6 min. North latitude;
and the mean of feveral lunar obfervations giving 152 deg. 39
min. Weft longitude : we Steered Weft by South. We had various
fpecies of birds flying about us, as fand-larks, man of war birds,
&c. The dolphin were pretty numerous, and we caught feveral
Sharks, one of which had a large turtle entire in his belly. Our
latitude on the 15th was 20 deg. 7 min. North. For fome days
paft we had fufpected a Strong current to fet to the Northward,
between Owhyhee and Mowee ; and this circumflance put the
matter beyond a doubt, as our courfe from the 14th, at noon, to
the 15th, gave a number of miles o the "Southward. About five
in the afternoon, we faw'high land above the clouds, bearing South
South
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South Weft, ten or twelve leagues distant, which we immediately
knew to be Monakaah, a high mountain on Owhyhee. During
the night, we Stood to the Weft North Weft, under an eafy fail;
and at feven in the morning of the 16th, Monakaah bore South 25
deg. Weft. A considerable Space on its fummit was covered with
fnow; and I have every reafon to think, that this mountain is never
totally free.
During the forenoon, we Steered nearly Weft by South, about
three miles distant from Shore, with a fine Eafterly breeze; but
the fea running pretty high, no canoes ventured off to us. At
two o'clock we faw Mowee, bearing North 70 deg. Weft, about
feven leagues distant. The day being now very clear, we had an
uninterrupted view of Monakaah, the higheft land in Owhyhee.
This mountain, though undoubtedly very lofty, has nothing Stupendous in its appearance, the afcent to it on all fides appearing
gradual and eafy.
That part of the ifland which we now coafted along, is very
beautiful. The land appears to be laid out in distinct plantations,
every one of which feemed in a high State of cultivation. The
higher grounds are covered with trees, which yield a never-failing
verdure; and in three or four places, there are abrupt breaks in
the land. Thefe chafms being well fupplied with plentiful Streams
of fine water, render the landfcape truly delightful.
As Karakakooa Bay had been found, on feveral accounts, an
improper place to anchor in, it was determined to examine another
bay, which lay round the South Weft. This bay had been looked
into during Captain Cook's Stay here, and we expected it would
afford a good harbour; but about four in the afternoon the breeze
died away, and feveral canoes coming from Shore, we hove to, in
2
order-
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order to trade with the natives, who brought hogs, plantains, ,
bread-fruit, potatoes, &c. wlilch were a moft feafonable fupply in
our prefent Situation, many of our people being affected with the
fcurvy: indeed, when we confider how much time had elapfed
fince our leaving thefe iflands laft, and how fmall a quantity of
frefh provisions we had been able to procure,during that time, it
is almoft a wonder that we Should enjoy fo good a State of health
as we did; but this, under Providence, was owing, in fome meafure, to a free ufe of various antifceptics which we had in great
plenty on board. In the evening, and during the night, we had a
dead calm, with hot fultry weather, attended with a good deal of
lightning.
In the morning of the 17th, a light breeze fpnmg up at South
South Weft, and we Stood for the bay before-mentioned. However, being willing to purchafe as many neceffaries as poffible,
Captain Portlock fent his Firft Mate, Mr. Macleod, in the whale-boat, to examine the bay; mean while, the Ships lay to, in order
to trade with the natives. At five in the afternoon, Mr. Macleod
returned, and reported, that there was no fafe anchorage in the bay;
and that not only from a bad bottom, but as the harbour was entirely expofed to South Wefterly winds. This being the cafe, our
intention of anchoring at Owhyhee was laid afide : however, it was
determined to keep near this part of the ifland fome time, if the
wind would permit, as it was known to afford hogs in^abundance.
During the i§th we lay to, and plied occasionally, as fuited our
eonveniency, for trade. The people were bufily employed in killing and falting hogs for fea-ftore.
M
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f cocoa-nuts, or plantains?
u-y—J" vegetables in the greateft plenty are bread-fruit, and fweet potatoes.
Among the various curiofities brought by the natives to Sell,
were a kind of baSkets, about eighteen inches high, and five or fix
inches in diameter, of a circular form, and exceeding neatly madc
The wicker-work of which they were made was frequently variegated with twigs of a red colour, and had a pretty effect. TheSe
baSkets were quite new to us, having feen nothing of this fort
when at the iflands before.
The morning of the 19th being very fine, and the weather promising, Captain Portlock paid us a vifit, and propofed Slaying the
greateft part of the day; but a Strong breeze fpringing up from
South Weft, he went on board his own Ship early in the-afternoon.
Mowee at this time bearing Weft of us, it was determined to make
the Eaftermoft point, and come to anchor there.
I Shall conclude for the prefent; but notwithstanding the variety
which furrounds us, will refume my pen very foon.
Adieu.
Thine, &c.
W. B.
O F F S A N D W I C H ISLANDS, ?-

20th November,

1
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O N T R A R Y winds, and unfettled weather, frustrated our
defign of anchoring at Mowee ; but let me lead thee to this
difappointment in courfe.

C

In the afternoon of the 19th November, the wind blew freSh at.
South Weft; and towards evening, increafed to a Strong gale,
attended with thunder, lightning, and heavy rain; on which we
lay to during the night, under a clofe-reefed main top-Sail, wearing
occasionally, and taking every method to guard againft any mifchief we might receive from fudden gulls of wind, which frequently are felt amongft thefe islands.
The morning of the 20th being pretty moderate, the wind Still
South Weft, we made fail, and Stood for the Eaftermoft point of
Mowee, Steering Weft North Weft; but- about noon, as we got
under the lee of tha land, the breeze leffened, and we had nearly a
calm. Several canoes came off to us, but what they brought to fell
was very trifling, being only three or four fmall pigs, a few potatoes, and a little bread-fruit. At noon, the North Weft end o"f
Mowee bore Weft North Weft, five or fix leagues distant; the
weather was extremely hot and fultry; the thermometer being 90
degrees. Having light baffling winds during the. afternoon, wc
kept Standing along Shore, in order to purchafe whatever refreshments the inhabitants brought to us.
M2
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The ISland Mowee has nothing peculiarly Striking in'its appearance. The Eaft end of the ifland is very high, but does not ap- pear mountainous, as it defcends in a pretty regular Slope to the
water's edge. The landfcape is prettily diversified with trees of
various kinds, plantations, &c. but thefe feem greatly inferior to
thofe I faw at Owhyhee.
About five in the afternoon, we had a Strong breeze at South
Weft, and the weather grew very fqually, on which we Shortened
fail, and Stood to the North Weft. At eight o'clock, the Weft end
of Mowee bore South Weft, five leagues distant. During the
night the weather was pretty moderate..
At fix in the morning of the 21ft, we wore and Stood to the
Southward. At eight, the Eaft end of Mowee bore South 20
deg. Eaft, and the Ifland Moretoy Weft South Weft. Our obfervation at noon -gave 21 deg,, 12 min. North latitude; the extremesof Mowee bore from South 15 deg. Eaft to South 60 deg. Weft;,
the center of Moretoy South 76 deg. Weft. The weather during
the afternoon and night was hot and fultry, with light variable:
winds.
In the morning- of tlie 2 2d, we riada number of canoes alongside, from whom we purchafed'potatoes, taro, plantains, fugarcane, and many other articles for the Ship's ufe. The wind continued light and variable,, the Ship's head frequently round the.compafs. At noon, the main land of Moretoy bore Weft hy South,.
eight or nine miles distant..
I Should obferve, that the people who came to us from Mowee
and Moretoy, feemed to admire our veffels. more than any we had-:
hitherto >
N .
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hitherto met with: 'tis probable that many of them had never feen 1786.
any Ships before,
i°^"!,_
During the 23d, we had light winds, fometimes at Eaft, or Eaft"
South Eaft, but frequently variable. Being a good diftance from
Shore, no canoes came near us. At noon, the South end of More*
toy bore South 8 deg. Eaft, five leagues distant; our latitude was
21 deg. 30 min. North. At fix o'clock the body of Moretoy bore
South three-quarters Weft; and Mowee South Eaft by South; diftant from Shore about Six leagues. During the greateft part of the
night,, we had a.freSh breeze at South Eaft; and at four o'clock in
the morning of the 24th} we.wore, and Stood to the South South
Weft. At noon, the eaft end of Mowee bore South 25 deg. Eaft j .
but we were fo far from land, that no canoes came near us. At
five o'clock we faw Owhyhee, which bore South 25 deg. Eaft; and
t&e.Wefl: end of Mowee South j diftant about Seven leagues.
;. .Daring, the night, and greateft part of the 25th, we had light
variable winds. Moft of our hogs and vegetables being expended*,
it was our intention to make Owhyhee as foon as poffible,.in order
to procure a freSh fupply. In the evening of the 2.5th, a freflv
breeze fprung up from the Southward, which continued with very,
little alteration during the 26th and 27th. Our latitude at noon*
on the 26th, was 21 deg.. 25 min. North. The Eaft end of
Mowee then bore South three quarters Eaft. At noon on the 27th,
Mowee bore South by Eaft, and Moretoy South 24 deg. Weft;.
the weather tolerably fine, and the wind at South South Weft.
The wind amongft thefe Iflands-Sterns never to blow from one
point for any length of time; nor can a Steady trade wind, at this
time of the year, by any means be.depended on : fometimes we had.
Easterly
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17-86. Easterly winds, then Southerly, South Weft, Weft, North Weft,
' • Uir .'_ vJ ' North, and, in Short, all round the compafs, juft as we opened different points of land.
'-The wind Still hanging to the Southward, all intentions of
• making Owhyhee were:given up.
On the 28th, being within four miles of Moretoy, we had feveral canoes along-Side, which brought us a few fmall hogs, together
with fome taro and potatoes, but far from fufficient to fupply us,
fo that it was determined to Steer for Whahoo. It unluckily happened, that any frefh breezes we met with came on generally in
the night, when prudence did not permit us to make much Jfaal;
and in the day-time we had generally light baffling winds.
At noon, on the 28th, the bluff end of Moretoy bore South
Weft by Weft, about twelve miles diftant. In the afternoon, we
had fome fine cooling Showers of rain, which made the weather
much cooler, and more agreeable than it had been for fome time
paft.
At eight o'clock in the morning of the 29th, we faw Whahoo,
-and at noon, the Eaft Hummock bore Weft South Weft, about
eight leagues diftant. Our obfervation gave 21 deg. 26 min.
North latitude. During the afternoon, we kept Standing along
the Coaft of Moretoy. At eight o'clock the round hummock on
Whahoo bore Weft South Weft, and the Weft end of Moretoy,
-South by Eaft. We tacked, and Stood to the North Eaft till twelve
^o'clock, when we again tacked, and Steered South Weft by Weft.
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In the forenoon of the 30th, we kept Standing South Weft, with
a fine breeze at South Eaft. Our obfervation at noon gave 21
deg. 20 min. North latitude. The Weft end of Moretoy bore
South 45 deg. Eaft ; and Whahoo South Weft, diftant about two
leagues.
At five in the afternoon we came to anchor in eight fathom
water, in the bay we lay in before, and pretty near our old fituation, the Eaft extreme of the bay bearing Eaft by South ; and the :
Weftermoft land Weft by South, half South, about two miles diftant from Shore. In the evening we moored Ship, with the Stream--,
anchor and cable.
As it is more than a fortnight fince we firft made the iflands, |
thou mayeft think it fomewhat extraordinary that we did not get
into a harbour before; but thou muft confider, that hogs and"
vegetables, being what we chiefly wanted, could in general be as.
eaSily procured, by plying off and on, as coming to anchorAgain, having a considerable time to fpend among thefe iflandsv.
we were loth to leave thofe to windward, as in that cafe it woukL
be next to impoffible to fetch them again.
If thefe reafons, joined to the contrary and light winds we have
had lately, are not Sufficient for thee, it is out of my power to give •
thee any better : indeed I give myfelf little concern about the mat- ter, generally thinking with Pope, that | whatever is, is right."
However, I cannot help congratulating myfelf on our prefent fituation, compared with what it would have been, had we wintered in King George's Sound : perhaps by this time the greateft
part of us——but I will trouble, thee with no perhaps's; let it
2
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fuffice, that we are, to a man, in tolerable? health, and excellent

December.
.
i_ -,-,_; Spirits.

I Shall take fhe earlieft opportunity to communicate our tranfactions at this place. Mean while believe me ever thine,
W. B.
WHAHOO, 7

2d Dec. J
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A R L Y in the morning of the 1ftof December, the people
began to overhaul our rigging, fore and aft, it being very
much out of order. By day-light we had a number of canoes
along-fide, chiefly loaded with water, which we purchafed on the
fame eafy terms as before, viz. a large calabafh for an eight-penny
or ten-penny nail, and fmaller ones in proportion.
Many of thefe gourds, or calabashes, are very wide at the top, and
^ufed by the natives for various purpofes, and particularly to hold a
kind of pudding made of taro. So eagerly did they purfue this
profitable traffic, that they feldom wafhed their veffels, and we
unavoidably got taro pudding mixed among the water; but we
found it of little or no prejudice, though the fight would perhaps
.not have been altogether pleafing to an epicure. The people
brought fome hogs, potatoes, and taro, but not a fufficient quantity to fupply us from day to day : on our enquiring the reafbn,
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we were given to understand, that the hogs and vegetables were 1786.
tabooed, till the King had been on board the Ships, and that they ^rnter.
expected him to pay us a vifit very Shortly. If I remember right,
I mentioned the taboo when we were laft at the iflands. I Shall
• now only juft obferve, that its operation is very extenfive, and
regards not only places, but food, and, in Short, every action of
life.
In the afternoon of the ift,
with a good deal of rain. '

had frequent fqualls, attended

By noon on the 3d, we had compleated our water, and could
have procured a great deal more, the natives Still bringing it with
the greateft avidity. Indeed this is not to be wondered at, if we
confider the great value they fet on iron, and that water cofts them
only the trouble of fetching from Shore.
Befides nails, we found buttons very ufeful in our traffic, with,
thefe people. To the credit of the men be it fpoken, they looked
on them as things of no value; but the females faw them in a very
different point of view, and were exceedingly fond of wearing them
round their wrifts and ancles as bracelets, calling them Booboo,
and fometimes Poreema. As gallantry is perhaps equally prevalent here, as in more civilized nations, the men frequently preferred buttons to nails (contrary to their better judgment) in their
traffic. This is an inconteftible proof, that the power of beauty is
not confined within the narrow limits of our polite European circles, but has equal influence all over the world.
In the forenoon of the 4th, Teereteere, the King, paid us a vifit.
He came in a large double canoe, attended by two young men,
N .
who,
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who, we understood, were his nephews, and a number of other
Chiefs. The King is a good-looking man, and appears about
forty-five or fifty years old : he is tall, Straight, and well-made,
but his eyes feem rather weak, and affected with a kind of rheum -%
but whether this is owing to difeafe, or to a temporary cold, I cannot fay. None of the Chiefs had any thing Striking in their appearance, though it was eafy to fee that they were above the common rank.
The King's nephews were by far the fineft memjive had yet feen
at any of the iflands: they are not brothers. Piapia, the elder*
being, if we understood right, fon to the King of Atoui; and
Myaro, the younger, fon to a After of Teereteere..
Piapia is about five feet nine inches high, Straight, and well proportioned : his legs and thighs very mufcular, his Step firm, and
rather graceful; and there is a dignity in his deportment which
Shews him to be a perfon of the firft confequencc His countenance is free and open, but rather disfigured by the lofs of three
fore-teeth, which, as I understood, were broke for the lofs of a
relation, it being the cuftom here for the Arees, or Chiefs, to part
with a tooth at the death of a friend; his legs, thighs, arms,
and various parts of his body, are tattooed in a very curious-manner.
Myaro is nearly as tall as his coufin, but call, (if I may be allowed the expreffion) in a more delicate mould: he walks erect and
Stately, and his Step is very graceful and majeftic. It would, I
think, baffle the united powers of a Wilton, Bacon, and Roubiliac,
to equal the exact fymmetry and fine turn of his legs and thighs,
or
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or indeed his whole body; in Short, his figure has fomething in it
,•
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exceedingly prepoSIefling.
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Teereteere, having fatisfied his curiofity for the prefent, and
Captain Dixon prefenting him with fome beads, and other trifles,
left us about two in the afternoon; and we foon felt the good
effects of his vifit, the inhabitants bringing hogs and vegetables in
much greater plenty than before, though from the little refpect
they feemed to pay him, we were led to fuppofe, that his influence
over them was not great; in this point, however, we were miftaken.
To lead thee regularly to a circumstance, which I am now going
to mention, it will be neceffary to refer fo far back as our fitting
out.
When we left England, the quantity of coals our veffel was fupplied with was very inadequate to a voyage like our's, though they
were constantly ufed with the moft fcrupulous care.
As Falkland's Iflands afforded no wood, the Coaft of America was
the only place where we could procure any. Fully expecting to
touch at feveral harbours, and perhaps winter in King George's
Sound, what wood we got in Cook's River was foon expended.
It cannot be forgot, under what circumstances, and with what reluctance, we left the American Coaft; and the more, as fuel was one
of our greateft wants ; for though we knew Sandwich Iflands afforded moft of the neceffaries of life in great plenty, yet we almoft despaired of getting a fupply of fuel; but in this refpect we were moft
agreeably difappointed; for we no fooner made the.natives underN 2
Stand;.
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Stand what we wanted, than they brought us plenty of wood, fuch;
as anfwered our purpofe extremely well, and which we purchafedt
on the fame eafy terms as the water.
During the 5th and 6th, we|^ were all very bufily employed; fome
taking in wood from the natives; others over-hauling the rigging,,
&c. and the reft killing and falting hogs for fea-ftore.. The weather Since the 1fthas been fine and fettled, with a Steady breeze at
North North Eaft.
From the 7th to the roth the wind blew frefh, at Eaft North.
Eaft; and the fea running pretty high, very few canoes came near
us. This weather, however, did not prevent the King and.his;
attendants from paying us frequent visits; but it was very apparent
that interest, more than curiofity, induced him to come on board*
fb often; for though he always brought fomethin'g, by way of a
Matano, or prefent, yet it was generally very trivial, fuch.as a fmall.
hog, a few cocoa-nuts, and fometimes a few fmall barbel; and:
Captain Dixon always gave him ten times the value. Indeed it:
would have, been extremely impolitic not to have paid him.this;
mark of our refpect and attention, as he could, by tabooing theinhabitants, have eafily prevented a Single canoe from, coming,neaiv
us ; but by thus feeding.his avarice, and gratifying his. ambition,,
he not only, alio wed,.but encouraged the people to bring us whatever the ifland afforded. The wind Still continued at Eaft North:
Eaft; the weather moderate and fine.
Soon after we came to anchor, our-whale-boat was hoifted out,
to be in r.eadinefs whenever occafion required ; and was generally,
fecured by her painter to the Ship's Stern. A boy was ordered to .
look after her in the day-time,, and in. the night,.the watch always
kept;
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kept a good look o u t ; and having moon-light, the boat hitherto
had been fafe ; but in the evening of the iith, fome of the natives
had formed a defign to Steal her, (the moon not rifing till paft midnight) and we faw feveral canoes bufy about her painter. On
this, Captain Dixon fired two mufquets over their heads, which
made them Sheer off with precipitation, and we got her on board
next day, for fear of a fecond vifit of the like nature.
In the forenoon of the 12th, we caught a large Shark, and knowing it would be a very acceptable prefent to the King, Captain
Dixon fent to inform fome of his people who happened to be onboard the King George of it.
Teereteere prefently fent his fon, with feveral attendants, in a
large canoe, for the Shark, which feemed to pleafe them very
much.. The King fent a fine hog by his. fon, as an equivalent for
our prefent; but the young man, with a degree of honefty peculiar
to his country, fold us the hog for a large toe..
The laft time we were at Whahoo, in failing from thence to;
Atoui, we paffed a bay to the Weftward of our prefent fituation,..
which promifed to afford a good harbour; the furrounding country fertile, and full of inhabitants.. At that time we had: no opportunity of examining it, but now, having fufficient leifure, on the
13th Captain Portlock fent his long boat, (which had been decked,,
and fchooner-rigged, fince we. came to Whahoo) with Mr. Hayward, his Third Mate, accompanied by our Third Mate, Mr;.
White, to furvey the bay accurately..
Mr. Hayward returned in the morning of the 15th, and reportedj.
that there was no convenient anchorage in any part of the bay ;ii
and.
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and that there was from Sixty-fix to feventy fathom water clofe in
Shore. We now learnt, that Teereteere generally refided in this
bay, which is called by the natives Whitette Bay.
Except the affair of the whale-boat, we had difcovered very few
thefts; but this, doubtlefs, has been owing to our keeping the
veffel as clear of the natives as poffible, more than their honeft difpofition, which we are affured is not at all to be depended on.
I Shall embrace every opportunity of acquainting thee with our
future proceedings; mean while, believe me thine, &c.
W. B..
WHAHOO, 7

i6thDec. i
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M O N G S T the few vifitors we admitted on board, (befides
the King, and his attendants) was an old prieft, who
feemed to have considerable authority amongfl the natives. He
always brought two attendants with him; one purpofely to prepare his Ava, and the other to be always near his perfon, whenever
he Should be wanted. The Ava is a root, fomewhat refembling our
liquorice in Shape and colour, but totally different in tafte. None
but the^Arees, or Chiefs, are permitted to ufe it, and they never prepare it themfelves, but always keep a fervant, whofe fole bufinefs is
2
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(Ganymede like) to prepare and administer this delicious potation
to his mafter. He firft begins by chewing a.fufficient quantity,
till it is- well maflicated; this is put into a neat wooden bowl,
made for the purpofe, and a fmall quantity of water being poured
over, it is well fqueezed, and the liquor afterwards Strained through
a piece of cloth. The delicious beverage is now compleat, and is,
drank with the higheft relifh.

m

This root is of an intoxicating nature, but feems to Stupifyi,
rather than exhilerate the-fpirits. Its effects are very pernicious,,
if we may judge by the old prieft, who appeared greatly emaciated,
and his body was covered with a white fcurf, which had the appearance of the leprofy. The wind Still kept at North Eaft, and Eaft
•North Eaft; but from the 13th to the 16th, a very heavy fwell
fet into the bay from the South Eaft, which caufed the veffel to,
roll very much.
On the 14th, we perceived the natives very bufily employed o n '
the hill, at the South Eaft extreme of the ifland; and by noon on
the 15th, their work was fo far advanced, that we could plainly
difcern they were erecting a houfe, though the diftance from us
Was very considerable. The fame afternoon, all the canoes left
both Ships, and not one returned in the evening, which, till now,
had never been the cafe; for, as an intercourfe with women was
allowed, (indeed it could not eafily be prevented) our people never
failed to have a number on board every night. This made us fufpect that the people were tabooed, and our conjectures proved to
be fight; for during the whole of the 16th, not a Single canoe appeared in the bay; but the fummit of the mountain round the
new erected edifice, was perfectly crowded with people the whole
dayi
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day ; and in the evening, a number of fires were lighted as near
the place as the wind would permit.
In fhe morning of the 17th, we were in the fame quiet fituation;
mot a canoe to be feen, but the hill feemed pretty well cleared of
its vifitants. About ten o'clock in the forenoon, a man who was
a Stranger to us, came on board, bringing with him a very fmall
pig, as a prefent, and a branch of the cocoa-palm to fix at the maft
head. This made us hope that the taboo was taken off, and the
more, as all our hogs and vegetables were confumed. Soon afterwards our old acquaintance the prieft paid us a vifit, bringing a
few trifles, as ufual, by way of prefent, and for which he always
got five times the value. We had Strongly fufpected this old man
to be the caufe of the taboo, as he left the Ship on the 15th, feemingly much diffatisfied with fomething or other, and had not been
near us till now; but we were convinced, that our conjectures were
ill-founded, though he gave no fatisfactory -account of the recent
tranfactions on Shore; but kept repeating with great vociferation,
and for a considerable length of time, " Teereteere poonepoone,
Teereteere arreoura" or that the King was a liar, fcoundrel, and
deceitful perfon; Poonepoone and arreoura, being terms of reproach. From this it was evident, that fomething had been tranfacting contrary to eftablifhed cuftom, or the rules of the country.
About noon, Teereteere came on board, bringing his ufual prefent
of a hog, fome fifh, and a few cocoa-nuts. A number of canoes
now came along-Side, from whom we bought a few hogs and vegetables, but could obtain no fatisfactory account from any of them
why the taboo was laid on. Some of them gave us to understand
that there had been a folemn feftival at the top of the mountain;
and, if we understood right, a human facrifice offered, but whether
a man
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a man or woman, we could not learn. The women, however,
were Still tabooed, and none fuffered to come near the Ships.
About midnight, our fmall bower-cable parted in a fudden guft
of wind, on which we let go the beft bower. On heaving in the
cable, we found it very much hurt, which we fufpected to be done
by the foulnefs of the bottom.
The forrner part of the 18th was fpent in fearching for our
anchor, which we did not find till noon, the buoy being funk.
No time was loft in attempting to get it on board; and about fix
in the afternoon, we had nearly effected our purpofe, when a fudden fquall coming on, fnapt the haufer which we had bent to that
part of the cable remaining to the anchor, when it was almoft at
the bows. This was a vexatious circumflance, and we were afraid
that the recovering our anchor would be attended with difficulty,
as the evening was lowering, and feemed to forebode tempestuous
weather; but as night came on, the Sky cleared up, and the next
morning proved fine, with little or no wind, fo that we got the
anchor on board by eleven o'clock.
We now were fupplied with hogs and vegetables, in tolerable
plenty, but no women were fuffered to come on board the Ships ;
the reafon for this, we understood was, a woman had been detected
eating pork on board one of the veffels. It feems the women
are always tahooed from eating pork on Shore, and breakingthrough restrictions of this fort, is reckoned a crime cf the firft
magnitude; nay, we were allured, that the poor wretch had fallen
a victim to the laws of her country, and had actually been offered
as a facrifice, to appeafe, I fuppofe, the wrath of their gods, for fo
heinous a crime. But befides this affair of the facrifice, there was
O
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another motive, it feems, for the large coneourSe of people we had
fo lately feen at the top of the mountain, and which accounts for
the Strict taboo laid on the natives, during the time of this general
;affembly.
Teereteere had caufed the houfe I have mentioned at the top of
'the hill, to be built as a kind of repository, or Slore-houSe, for fuch
articles as the natives might obtain in the courfe of their traffic
with our veffels: when this was compleated, he caufed the bay to
be tabooed, and convened a general affembly of the inhabitants at
the top of this mountain, directing them at the fame time, to bring
whatever trade they had got, that it might be deposited in his newerected edifice. This being effected, he found means, on fome^pretext or other, to appropriate one-half of thefe Stores to his own
ufe. We now no longer wondered at the old prieft venting his
reproaches {o very liberally, as it was pretty evident Teereteere had
^exerted his authority contrary to the rules of jufticeand equity.
Though the little we faw of thefe tranfactions, or what information we got refpecting them, is infufficient for me to draw any
conclusive determination as to their laws; yet of this we are certain, that the horrid cuftom of offering up human facrifices, on
certain occasions, actually exifts amongft thefe iflands, and that the
King's authority is abSblute.
It was evident, from our late misfortune, that we could not keep
our prefent fituation without damaging the cables; fo that it was
•determined to leave this ifland, and Steer for Attoui the firft opportunity.
At
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At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 19th, Captain Portlock 1786.
made the Signal for weighing anchor, which we did in a Short J ^ L ^ j ,
time, and Stood out of the bay with a moderate eafteily breeze.
After Standing on for fome time, we could fee nothing of the King
George following us, on which we wore, and Stretched again into
the bay. On Speaking Captain Portlock, we were informed that
they had not yet purchafed their anchor, and were doubtful whether they Should be able to accomplish it in the courfe of the evening. However, we kept under an eafy fail, making Short boards,,
till paft eight o'clock, when Captain Portlock made the fignal for.
us to anchor.
About ten o'clock in the morning of the 20th, the King George •
being a-weigh, we weighed and made fail, Standing out of the bay,
with a moderate breeze at North Eaft. By noon we were about
ten miles from the. bay. We learnt from Captain Portlock, that
the Indians had cut his beft bower-cable which had occafioned his
delay the preceding evening, and this morning. Captain Portlock
had Piapia, the King's nephew, on board, accompanied with the
man who ufed to chew Ava for Teereteere. It feems Piapia was fo
exceedingly attached to Captain Portlock, that he was determined
to go with him to Pritane, as they call England; and the cupbearer was inclined to follow the fortunes of his young mafter.
The day being fine, feveral canoes, filled with the relations and.
friends of thefe new voyagers, followed the King George to a considerable distance from Whahoo ; and when they took their leave:
of them for ever, as they thought, their grief was expreffed in the
moft audible manner, wringing their hands, and making the moft
bitter lamentations all the time they were in fight of the veffel :
neither did Piapia, and his fervant take leave of their friends and
country, without exprefling fome degree of concern ; but their
ll§ir-".-:
regret:
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regret was lefs at preSent, as their attention was, in a great meafure, taken up with the novelty of their fituation.
We had light baffling winds, till the evening of the 21ft, when a
Strong breeze came on at North Eaft, which brought us in fight
of Atoui, in the morning of the 22d. At noon our latitude was
22 deg. 12 min. North ; the Eaft point of land bore Eaft North
Eaft, about fix miles diftant from Shore. The Ifland Onehow
Weft South Weft; Wymoa Bay, the place where we propofed t o .
anchor, being to the Southward and Weftward. About two
o'clock, being as yet considerably to the Eaftward of our propofed
anchoring place, we paffed over a good deal of Shoal water, having
Seldom more than five fathom, over a fandy bottom ; the adjacent
Shore, which was not more than two miles diftant, appeared level
and well cultivated.
About three o'clock, Captain Portlock let go his anchor, and wehaving bottom in twenty-five fathom, and at a convenient diftance
from the King George, prepared to do the fame, which, though
we did with all expedition, and veered out fifty fathom cable, the
anchor did not bring us up : this made us conjecture that we had
drove off the bank, and our opinion was confirmed on heaving the
lead over, as we found no bottom With eighty fathom line.
Whilst our anchor was purchasing, we unavoidably drifted to leeward, fo that it was impracticable to make the fituation we firft
intended. On this we made feveral boards, and about five o'clock
came to in a very good fituation, near three miles North Weft of
the King George, in eighteen and half fathom water, over a fandy"
bottom, inclining to mud. A long, low, fandy point to the South
Weft, bearing Weft by South; the Eaftermoft point of the bay
Baft South Eaft; the mouth of a freSh water river North Eaft by
Eaft,
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Eaft, rather more than a mile diftant from Shore. The Ifland
Onehow South South Weft.
Our tranfactions at this place Shall be the Subject of my next.
Thine,
W . B.
ATOUI, ?

tzd Dec. 5
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T O U I was the firft place Captain Cook anchored at, when
thefe iflands were difcovered by him ; fo that it was known
to afford great plenty of hogs and vegetables: the former we
wanted to cure for fea-ftore, as the hogs we had bought fince our
leaving Owhyhee afforded us little more than a daily fupply.
Early in the morning of the 23d December, we were furrounded
by a number of canoes, moft of them well loaded with taro, potatoes, fugar-cane, and cocoa-nuts, and a good number of fine hogs.
This plainly Shewed us, that the inhabitants knew we were come
for a fupply of provisions, and had prepared themfelves accordingly. We found the roots much cheaper, and in greater plenty
than at Whahoo; but finding we were defirous of buying large
hogs, they were at firft exorbitant in their demands, at leaft in
proportion to what we had given at the other iflands, on which we
feemed

if.

A
December.

VOYAGE

TO

THE

feemed indifferent about the matter, and by this means foon
bought the largeft hogs for one large, .or two middling-fized toes.
On our aSking for •water, they prefently brought us fome very
excellent, indeed the beft by far we had hitherto met with. This
kind of traffic was entirely new to them, and they very gladly fupplied us on the fame eafy terms we bought it for at Whahoo.
Cocoa-nuts we found in the greateft plenty; the fettled price for
them was five for an eightpenny nail. The fugar-cane was exceeding Sine, and equally cheap. The taro here is by far thefineft
of any we met with, and very plentiful; we commonly got five
fine roots for an eightpenny or tenpenny nail. This ifland produces no yams, and very little, if any bread-fruit.
The weather till the 27th was moderate and fine ; but on that
day, a Strong breeze fprung up at Eaft North Eaft, and a heavy
fwell fet in .from Eaft South Eaft, right along Shore : we were
moored with the Stream-anchor, and rode much eafier than at
Whahoo ; befides, the bottom here being free from rocks, we were
under lefs anxiety in regard to our cables.
The 28th, and part of the 29th, were wet and dirty; but towards
-evening, the Sky brightened up, and the weather grew moderate
and fine.
This being Christmas, that feafon of the year fo univerfally
convivial throughout the civilized world, we fpent our time as
agreeably, and with plenty of as good chear as we could procure,
fuch as roaft pig, fea-pie, &c. &c. and to Shew our refined tafte,
even in our liquor, we no longer drank grog mixed with Simple
water, but offered our Christmas libations in punch, mixed with
the
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the juice of the cocoa-nut, toafting our friends and miftreffes in 1787.
bumpers of this liquor, which, perhaps, pleafed more on account ^ " ^ 3 ^
of its novelty, than from any other circumflance.
The weather feldom continued fettled for more than a day together ; Strong breezes at Eaft North Eaft, with a heavy South Eaft
fwell, frequently intervening.
By the 4th of January, 1787, we had faked and packed five
puncheons of pork for fea-ftore; but hogs now grew rather fcarce*
not that we fuppofed the fcarcity real, but owing to fome fcheme
or other of the petty Chiefs. We had for fome time expected a
vifit from the King, and been given to understand, that his prefence, like a cornucopia, would teem with plenty; but his-Majefty
had not as yet thought proper to favour us fo far.
Abbenoue, the Chief, whom we met with at Onehow laft year,
was generally on board the King George, and being attached to
Captain Portlock, caufed plenty of fine hogs to be fent him; but
at prefent we found very little of his influence reach on board our
veffel.
From the 5th to the 9th, the weather was in an unfettled Slate,
the wind frequently Shifting to the Weftward, but feldom blew
from that quarter twelve hours together, and then only a moderate
breeze. During this time, we were daily vifited by the natives,
who kept bringing us a few hogs, with taro, cocoa-nuts, &c. but
barely Sufficient to fupply us from hand to mouth.
Befides this traffic, which was carried on for neceffaries, the natives had a brisk trade for curiofities of various kinds, fuch as
cloaks,

A

VOYAGE

TO

THE

cloaks, caps, mats, SiShing-lines and hooks, necklaces, &c. &c. I
probably may attempt to defcribc them at a future opportunity.
They likewife brought great numbers of beautiful bird-Skins, in
excellent prefervation : thefe were generally made up in parcels of
ten each, by a wooden Skewer run through their beaks. On our
wishing to procure fome of them alive, we foon found plenty of
bird-catchers, and the living birds were fold nearly as cheap as the
preferved ones: they are near the Size of a robin; the breaft and
throat of a moft beautiful lively red, with a long beak, the wings
and back a deep brown. I am informed by Mr. Hogan, Surgeon
of the King George, who I before obferved to thee, has Studied
Natural Hiflory, that they are a fpecies of the humming-bird.
Thefe birds being purchafed by us with great avidity, the natives
were induced to bring every thing of the kind they could lay hold
of, among which was a fpecies of wild-duck. Captain Dixon, on
feeing them, concluded the ifland afforded plenty of game, and
being fond of Shooting, took two or three opportunities of going
on Shore with his gun, attended only by a Servant, in one of the
Indian canoes. The man to whom the canoe belonged had been
very affiduous in bringing off water, and fuch other articles for
our ufe, as were in his power; indeed he had been greatly noticed
by many of us, and treated kindly, particularly by Captain Dixon,
on account of the great reSemblance he bore to one of our people:
the man feemed highly fenfible of the preference given to him before
his neighbours, and was not a little proud of his new office.
The firft time our Captain went on Shore, he was apprehenfive
that the natives, by crowding about him, would fpoil his diversion-;
but he found himfelf agreeably mistaken. Curiofity was excited in
a much lefs degree here than at Whahoo; inftead of being furrounded by crowds of idle, inquifitive gazers, the people generally
i
Stuck
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Stuck clofe to whatever employments they were engaged in, fuch as
manufacturing cloth, making lines, ropes, &c. fo that hetraverfed
, the country with as much eafe, as he could have done in England.
Contrary to his expectation, he did not find game very plentiful,
yet never Returned without fome Spoils of the field, fuch as ducks,
terns, a Species like our water-hen, and various other kinds.
By this time, the wood we procured at Whahoo began to grow
Short, on account of the conftant fires we were obliged to keep for
heating water to fcald hogs, and various other purpofes. On this
we applied to the natives for fome, though without any fanguine
hopes of our application being fuccefsful, as the mountains where
the woods grow are farther up the country on this ifland, than at
any of the others ; however, our application was very fuccefsful,
the natives to a man engaging in this traffic, and every indiyfdij^l
bringing us more or lefs of the article we wanted, though it was
evident, from many poles and rafters brought for fale, and which
had been recently pulled out of the ground, that their fences, and
perhaps houfes, had been demolished for our accommodation, and I
may fay, their profit; yet this proceeding ferves to Shew* that any
thing whatever this ifland, or indeed any of the group affords, may
eafily be obtained, fo great is the value they fet on iron.
The weather continuing unfettled, and the fupply of vegetables
being insufficient to ferve us daily, it was determined to make
Oneehow the firft opportunity: fo early in the morning of the
ioth January, Captain Portlock made the fignal for weighing
anchor. I have before obferved, that he lay farther out at fea than
we did, fo that he was favoured with a good Easterly breeze, at
the fame time we were becalmed, and could not poffibly anfwer his
fignal. After making a Short board, finding the wind light and '
P
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baffling, Captain Portlock came to anchor pretty near his old fituTanuary.
J
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At five o'clock in the morning of the n t h , a Strong breeze
Springing up at Eaft South Eaft, we weighed and madswil,. Standi
ing directly for Oneehow; the breeze continued during the. forenoon, with thunder, lightning, and rain. At noon, the Weft end.
'of Atoui bore North 21 deg. Eaft, feven leagues diftant; and thehigh land on the South end of Oneehow, South 70 deg. Weft.
We fully expected to have anchored at Oneehow by three o'clock,
but before that time, the wind veered to the Weftward,. which made;
it impossible for us to attempt itFrom the n t h to the 18th, we had freSh Wefterly and Northerly breezes, light baffling winds intervening at timesOn the 15th, the King George weathered- the South point of
Oneehow; and on the 16th,. we loft fight of her,, which made us
conclude She had come to an anchor: our veffel being very foul*
could not work to windward equal to the King George,, fo that we
contented ourfelves in plying between the iflands, making longer or
Shorter boards, as. circumstances required -r however, we could not
help repining at our fituation, when compared with that of our
fellow-voyagers; but the event Shewed, that they were far from
being in an enviable fituation. During this time we took care to
Stretch well to the Southward and Eaftward, a precaution which
proved exceedingly necefiary ; for on the 19th,. a Strong gale of
wind came on at South Weft, with a very heavy crofs, fea, which,
continued till noon on the 2 ift,.

In
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In the afternoon of the 20th, the weather being thick and hazy, 1.787:
we loft fight of land, and did not fee it again till near noon on the ^ ^ ^
22d, when Atoui bore from North 15 deg. Eaft, to North 55 deg.
Weft; diftant about four leagues.

I

I

During this gale, we were under great apprehensions for Captain Bortjgck's fafety, as his fituation we knew muft be a very critical one, no harbour at Oneehow affording the leaft Shelter from
a Southerly or Wefterly wind. But at one o'clock on the 22d, we
faw the King George, to our great fatisfaction, bearing Weft by
North, about three leagues distant.
From her fituation, it was evident, that She had failed round
Oneehow, and we did not doubt but that She had been obliged, by
the violence of the gale, to flip, or cut her cables, and run to Sea.
The wind continued wefterly till the 25th, when it veered to South
Eaft, and foon afterwards to North North Eaft; this being favourable for us, and likely to continue from that quarter, we again
Stood for Oneehow, and in the evening of the 26th, came to anchor
in Yam Bay, in twenty-nine fathom water, over a fandy bottom;
the extremes of Oneehow bore from South Eaft to North by Weft,
W mile and half diftant from Shore; the ISland Tahoora South 48
deg. Weft.
During the 27th, the wind kept at North North Eaft, but blew
fo freSh, that our fituation was by no means an eligible one. Our
principal motive in coming to Oneehow was, to procure a fupply
of yams, they being the only root this ifland affords, which will
keep for any time; but the furf ran fo high, that very few canoes
ventured off to us. The fame reafon operated againft our attempting to fearch for the anchors left here by Captain Portlock. The
King
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King George laying near two miles from us, we hove up our anchor
^
g °f t r i e 28th, and after making a few boards, came
to with our beft bower, in twenty-feven fathom water, over a bottom of fand, mixed with coral, about two miles'-diftant from Shore,
and at a convenient diftancd from the King George. *£)ur fears
for Captain Portlock during the gale, were but too welirounded j
he had been reduced to the neceflity of cutting his cables^Jand running to fea; and though he embraced the moft favourable opportunity of doing this, yet he had barely room to weather the breakers at the North point of the bay. This was a moft Striking leflbn
for us, in regard to our future conduct, and pointed to us the ma" nifeft impropriety of murmuring at—may I be allowed to fay ?—
the difpenfations of Providence ! Had we been fortunate enough
to have made Yam-Bay at the time the King George did, 'tis impoffible to fay what our fituation would have been, or where we
might have drove, when neceffity forced us to quit it: butyhp of
us were philofophers enough to acknowledge with the Poet, that
m t ie m o r n m

ff T h e ways of Heaven are dark and intricate,
Puzzl'd in mazes and perplex'd in errors,
w
Our underftanding traces 'em in vain,
" Loft and bewilder'd in the fruitlefs fearch j
" Nor fees with how much art the windings run,
" Nor where the regular confufion ends."

<c

'Tis impoffible for me, when circumftances of this Sort are
immediately before my eyes, to avoid moralizing in fome degree,
efpecially when I meet with a fet of men who attribute any fuppofed
evil that befals them to mifconduct; any temporary fuccefs to goodfortune, entirely forgetting, that 'tis a gracious Providence who
*? directs, impels, and rules the whole."
2

I Shall
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I Shall therefore, in future, make no kind of apology for digreffions of this fort, however foreign they may be to my narration, as
I am fenfible thou wilt make every kind allowance for the imperfections of thy afTured friend,
W . B.
ONEEHOW, nff

29th Jan. i
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N the afternoon of the 28th of January, the wind veered to
the Weftward, blowing a frefh breeze; this made us apprehend a return of unfettled weather, and experience having taught
us, that there was no laying here with a Wefterly wind, it was
determined to get to fea, Should the breeze continue from that
quarter.

On the 29th, about two o'clock, the wind Still Wefterly, Captain
Portlock made the fignal for weighing anchor: by three we made
fail, and Stood along the coaft, intending to Stretch well to the
Southward and Eaftward, that at all events, we might keep clear of
the land
During the 30th, the weather was tolerably Sine, and the wind
Shifting to North Weft, it was judged proper to make Wymoa-Bay,
Atoui, which we did, and came to anchor about eleven o'clock,
about two miles to the Eaftward of our old fituation, in twenty$mk
five
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five fathom water, over a fandy bottom ; the extremes of the land
from -South Eaft by Eaft to Weft three quarters North.
On the 31ft,we moored with both bowers, determining to Stay
here whsift the weather permitted, this bay being greajj* preferable
to the road at Qneehow; and as it was yet too foon by^c weeks for
us to think of profecuting our Voyage to the Northward, the
objects of our prefent concern were to Station the veflels where they
could lie with moft fafety, and at the fame time, where the beft
fupply of provisions and water could be procured ; on thefe latter
accounts, if we except the article of yams, Atoui was by far the
moft defirable fituation now within our reach.
From the ift to the 8th of February, we had light variable
winds, with fine moderate weather. The veffels now laying much
nearer to each other than before, we frequently were favoured with
Abbenoue's company; with the help of a few prefents, he became our very good friend, and we frequently found the good
effects of his influence, which was not a little, in getting £ur
various wants fupplied.
Abbenoue is of a middle fize, and appears to be about fifty years
old: when we firft faw him at Oneehow, his body was almoft
covered with a white fcurf, and his eyes feemed weak, occafioned by
an immoderate ufe of the Ava; but he then difcontinued the
drinking it at our requeft. The good effects of this moderation were vifibly feen, for his Skin began to refume its former
colour, his eyes looked freSh and lively, and he had altogether
the appearance of health and vigour. He has a fon named
Tyheira, whofe authority feemed pretty extenfive, and who feemed
equally folicitous to render us friendly offices; but he was far
from
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from poffeffing the activity or intelligent powers of his father, nor
was his friendship of the fame free, disinterested kind, all his
actions evidently being influenced by mercenary, interested views;
and to effectually fecure his attachment, it was fometimes neceffary
to have rec*urfe. to a bribe, and he would accept of a fmall toe, or
even a nail, fooner than mifs a Matano, or prefent. Befides the
friendly offices of Abbenoue and Tyheira, we had frequent vifits
from two other Chiefs, who frequently fupplied us with hogs, and
vegetables; their names were Toetoe, and Nomakahaite; but the
latter was always known by us under the denomination of Longfhanks, from his being remarkably tall and thin, and his legs and
thighs appearing too long for his body. Toetoe. is well advanced
in years, and appears greatly debilitated by the immoderate ufe of
Ava, but unlike Abbenoue, he cannot form a refolution to leave it
off. He appears to poffefs a very large portion of taro plantations,
and fupplied us with larger quantities of that root, than any of
the other Chiefs, and was always perfectly fatisfied with whatever
was offered him in return..
Long-Shanks alSb, was very affiduous in fupplying our wants;;
and though his authority is greatly inferior to that of Abbenoue,.
or Toetoe; yet we found him extremely ufeful on many oecafions ;:
though it muft be confeffed, that like Tyheira, he was mercenary
in his demands, and continually begging fomething or other, by
way of Matano. I had forgot to obferve, that we had been frequently viSited by a brother of the King, who- always came in a
fine large double canoe, attended by a number of inferior Chiefs;,
but, whether traffic was reckoned beneath his dignity, or from I
know not what motive, he feldom brought any thing with him to.
difpofe of; fo that curiofity, no doubt, principally induced him to
vifit us. His daughter, a fine child about feven years old, generally-
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.along with him; he treated her with a fondnefs truly paternal,
carrying her for the moft part in his arms, and when fatigued, his
attendants anxioufly Strove which Should have the honour of bear. ing little Mifs, till the father again reaffumed his pretty charge.
On expreffing a defire to come on board, She was handed over the
fide with the utmoft care, and when on board, was never fuffered
to Stand on the deck, but always kept in the arms of her father, or
one of the attendants, who, we understood, was a relation. Captain Dixon made her a prefent of a bead* Mtiaie, or necklace, with
which She was wonderfully pleafed.
' The attention and tendernefs Shewn to this little girl, fo totally
different from what we had hitherto feen, gave us an idea of the
manner in which the female children of the Arees are treated, and
may ferve to throw fome light on the general character of thefe
people.
For fome days we were fupplied by the Chiefs I have juft men/tioned, with a few hogs, taro, &c. fufficient, as they thought, for
our daily confumption; none of the petty Chiefs, or common
people coming near us. Abbenoue informeif us; that the people
were tabooed, and that nobody durft bring anything to fell, 1 not
even water, till the King had paid us a vifit, wjhidh he propofed to
do very Shortly,
We never could learn the true caufe of this taboo being laid on,
and which it feems did not extend tothepriwipa&IChiefs 5 though
if we compare it to the fame Situation a t Whahoo, under Similar
circumstances, there is good reafon to fuppofe, that it is done in
order to exact fome tribute or acknowledgment from the people,
for the privilege of trading with us.
On
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On the 5th of February, the King paid us his promifed vifit.
He came in a large double canoe, attended by a number of Chiefs,
exclusive of the men who paddled the canoe. Amongft the attendants was Piapia, who, I informed thee, Captain Portlock
brought from Whahoo. It feems Piapia had taken fuch a liking
to his Situation, that he was determined to Stay at Atoui, and had.
entirely given up his intention of going to Pritane. Indeed Captain Portlock gueffed this would be the cafe, and on that account
the more readily brought him from Whahoo. His defire to leave
his native country originated, no doubt, from a love of novelty;
and this love of novelty, or variety, call it which thou wilt, Shews
itfelf amongft young people, in a greater or lefs degree, in the
moft civilized part of the world.

.1787.

ft,

The keen edge of this novelty was a good deal wore off, before
we anchored at Atoui, and when Piapia went on Shore there, and
found himfelf in the midft of his friends and relations, whom he
had not feen for a considerable time, fome of them perhaps not
at all, 'tis no wonder that the little .predilection he now had for
his new voyage, was entirely destroyed; and that he Should refolve
to take up his abode with his former friends.
But to return to his Majefty:—his name, if I understood him
right, is Tiara; he is a good-looking middle-aged man, and favours
Teereteere, King of Whahoo, whofe brother, it feems, he is very
much, but he appears to be a man of fuperior knowledge, and
a better capacity. He aSked many questions about the veffel:
In what manner we Steered her ? How we managed the fails ? &c.
He admired the compafs very much, and feemed to comprehend,
that it was our guide to various parts of the world : he was particularly anxious to know which part of the compafs pointed toQ^_
wards
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wards Pritane, and how far it was off: in Short, he was very inquisitive ; many of his questions were remarkably pertinent, and fo
far from.being aSked merely to gratify an idle curiofity, (though
even then they would have been natural enough) that they manifested an eager defire of information, and evidently Shewed, that,
the questioner was poffeffed of Strong natural abilities.
Before his Majefty left the veffel, Captain Dixon made him a
prefent of a few toes, and fome beads, which pleafed very much, and
he told us the taboo Should be taken off, and the people fuffered
to trade with us as before. He was as good as his word, and in a
day or two, things were in their former channel, the natives bringing us hogs, taro, fugar-cane, cocoa-nuts, plantains, water, curiofities, &c. as ufual..
I have before obferved, that the weather was moderate and
fine; and that this opportunity might be improved to the beft advantage, the carpenters of both veffels were very bufily employed
in caulking the decks, Sides, and wherever occafion required; the
Stern, and quarter-boards were •frefh painted, and the fides paid
with a composition of pitch, tar, and oil. The rigging was overhauled, and any occasional repairs made that were found neceffary ;and that nothing might be omitted which could poffibl'y conduce
towards perfectly establishing the health of our Ships companies,,
and enable us to profecute the approaching feafon. with vigour, an
agreement was made with Abbenoue for our people to recreate
themfelves on Shore, without being molefted by the natives; he
alfo was to provide fufficient refreshments for them, when,
there,
I was
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I was on Shore in one of thefe parties of pleafure ; an account of
which excursion, and the fumptuous dinner provided for us by
Abbenoue, Shall be the fubject of my next. Mean while believe
me to be fincerely thine,
W . B,
ATOUI, l

•

9th Feb. j
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F my memory ferves me right, I promifed thee, at the conclufion of my laft, fome account of an excursion I had made on
Shore at Atoui, and the reception I met with there. Promifes, in
my humble opinion, whatever the generality of the world may
think, Should ever be held facred and inviolable; therefore I Shall
endeavour to fulfil mine, in the beft manner I am able.

The weather, in the morning of the 9th of February, being fine,
I went along with Mr. White, and feveral of our people, to take a
day's recreation on Shore. When we got near the beach, the furf
ran fo high, that we brought our boat to an anchor two cables
length from it; but our good friend Abbenoue had taken care to
provide againft this inconvenience, and got a number oyf his people
ready with canoes to land us, which they did as fafely, and with as
much expedition, as a London Waterman could do at Tower
Stairs,
We

. 1787.
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We landed clofe by the frefh water river I mentioned when we
firft came to anchor at this ifland, and which bore nearly North
Eaft from the Ships. Before we walked into the country, Abbenoue
took us to a place hard by, in order to Shew us what was preparing
for our dinner. We here found fome of his fervants cleaning a
very fine hog, which he told us was to be baked, together with
fome taro ; and that he hoped there would be arouarou, or, great
plenty. We affured him there would be quite fufficient for us all,
which feemed to pleafe him greatly; and he cautioned us not to
walk too far, as dinner would be ready by twelve o'clock : this he
explained by pointing to the fun ; after which, Abbenoue left the
management of the feaft to Tyheira, as he wanted to be on board
the Ships.
Having frequently heard our people who had been on Shore fpeak
of a village, called by the natives A Tappa, where a great number
of people were commonly employed in manufacturing cloth, curiofity prompted me to walk t o that place firft, as I found it was not
more than three miles diftant, fo that I could eafily get back by
Tyheira's dinner-time. Great numbers of the inhabitants crouded
about us, when we firSt landed, but our people walking different
ways, juft as fancy or inclination led them, the natives were divided
into different parties, and I was very little incommoded in my
walk. One man was particularly affiduous in rendering me any
little fervices; he not only offered to Shew me the way to A Tappa*
but to attend me the whole day, for a large nail: though I fully
expected him to run away from me after he got his nail, which he
Stipulated to receive before we fet out, yet I determined to try him,,
and at the fame time endeavoured to fecure his fidelity, by promising him a Matano in the evening.
The
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The country, from the place where we landed to A Tappa, is
tolerably level, and for the fpace of two mi!es, very dry. The foil
here is a light red earth, and with proper cultivation, would produce excellent potatoes, or any thing that fuits a dry foil; but at
prefent, it is entirely covered with long coarfe grafs : the inhabitants, I fuppofe, finding plenty of ground near their habitations,
more conveniently fituated for their various purpofes. So far, the
fpace from the beach to the foot of the mountains, is about two
miles in breadth; but from hence to A Tappa, it grows gradually
narrower, till it terminates in a long fandy point, which I have
already obferved, is the Weft extreme of Wymoa Bay.
A Tappa is a pretty large village, fituated behind a long row of
cocoa-nut trees, which afford the inhabitants a moft excellent Shelter from the feorching heat of the noon-day fun. Amongft thefe
cocoa-trees is a good deal of wet fwampy ground, which is well
laid out in plantations of taro and fugar-cane.
I had laid my account in Seeing their method of manufacturing.
cloth; but here I was mistaken; a number of our people, prompted by the fame curiofity as myfelf, were got to A Tappa before me,,
where " Labour Stood fufpended as we paffed." The people flocked
eagerly about us; fome aSking us to repofe ourfelves under the
Shady branches of trees planted about their doors;. others running;
to the trees for cocoa-nuts, and prefenting. them to us with every
mark of kindnefs and good-nature;. in Short, every inhabitant of
the village was fully employed, either in relieving our wants, or
gratifying their curiofity in looking at us.
Whilft a party of us were bufied at the door of one of thefe kind
Strangers, I heard a rattling of Stones, as if thrown with violence ;
i
and
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and at the fame moment all the natives ran away from us with pre*
cipitation. On turning about, I faw Tyheira coming towards us;
it feems he was afraid that the people would be troublefome by
crouding about us, and on that account he took this method of
•driving them away. This was the moft convincing proof I had
hitherto Seen, of the very great power the Arees have over the
common people. Any of the Stones thrown by Tyheira were.at
leaft Sufficient to have lamed any one they might happen to hit;
yet the natives bore it with the moft patient fubmiffion.
Tyheira informed us, that by the time we got back to our landing-place, dinner would be ready. For this piece of intelligence,
we were obliged to him; but he prefently fpoffed all, by foliciting
very earnestly for a Mataho: however, it was not worth while to
refufe him, fo he collected fix or eight nails, which fatisfied him
very well for the prefent/
The day being very fultry, we walked leifurely back, and I returned by a different path from that I had taken, in going to
A Tappa. On examining the grafs, which in moft places is higher
than the knee, I found it not altogether of a rough coarfe fort, but
intermixed with various forts of flowers, together with different
graffes, of the meadow kind ; fo that I have no doubt, with proper
management, it would make excellent hay. By the time I got on
the beach, dinner was nearly ready, and a large houfe, which Abbenoue had for flowing away his canoes, was appropriated for our
reception.
During this time, Tyheira was bufily employed in collecting our
people together, which having done, he ordered dinner to be ferved
up. It would have excited the laughter of a tavern-cook, in no
fmall
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Small degree, had he feen our dinner brought in; and I can affure 1787.
thee, the fight added greatly to my entertainment,
vJ-^II
There were no lefs than four fervants concerned in this bufinefs ; one brought in a large calabaSh of water; another, a parcel
of cocoa-nuts; a third, a bowl full oS fine baked taro-; and the laft,
ufhered in by Tyheira himfelf, brought the hog, laid very decently
on a large circular wooden difh. This done, the laft man, who
appeared to be the head cook, poured fome water over the hog,
and rubbed it with his hands, letting us-understand, that by this
means he Should make excellent gravy. This part of the ceremony we could well have difpenfed with, but it could not be
avoided, without offending our hoft ; and indeed our appetites j at
this time, were not remarkably delicate; for my own part, I eat
an exceeding hearty dinner, and I believe moft of the party followed my example. Ail this time, Tyheira's attendants were ready
to open cocoa-nuts for us, whenever we required to quench our
thirft, and in Short, paid every attention we could have expected,;
had we dined at a guinea ordinary.
I will take an opportunity of defcribing their method of cooking,
hereafter; this I can tell thee, that the hog was done to a turn, ascooks phrafe it: the taro much better baked-than we could poffibly do it on board 1 and the whole repaft, (if we except the method
of making gravy), was managed with a degree of decency and cleanlinefs, little to be expected in a place fo very remote from civilized,
refinements, and where nature and neceffity alone have furnifhed
the utenfils for preparations of this fort
After dinner I was determined to make an excursion in a different part of the country to that where I had been in the morning;.
and.
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and the valley along the river fide feeming to prom'ife the greateft
y
" variety of any part within my reach, I fixed on that for my afternoon's ramble.
When I got on the banks of the river, one of the natives was
paddling backwards and forwards in a fmall canoe, feemingly for
bis amufement: on this it occurred to me, that a cruize by water
would be an agreeable variety, and perhaps give me an opportunity
of feeing part of the country on the oppofite Shore, and more especially, as on the fide of the hill directly facing me, there was a
high wooden pile, feemingly of a quadrangular form, which I
wifhed to examine. A couple of nails engaged my new waterman, .
and he took me with pleafure for a paffenger.
I could not prevail on the man to land me near the place I have
juft been fpeaking of; he gave me to understand, that the pile I was
Idefirous to fee was a Moral, or place where they buried their dead,
and that he durft not go near it.
Being difappointed in my expectation of examining this burying
place, I directed the man to paddle leifurely up the river, that I
might have an opportunity of viewing the furrounding profpects
which prefented themfelves to me, though theSe are very eonfined,
the valley being not more than a mile over, in its wideft part, and
narrowing gradually as you advance higher up.
The river is not one hundred yards over, in the wideft part, but
in many places much narrower; it glides along in a fmooth pellucid Stream, fcarcely perceptible, though this, I Should imagine,
is not the cafe in rainy weather, as the Eaftern Shore is Steep and
rocky.
Thefe
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Thefe rocks feem to be in a great meafure covered with a thin
ftrata of the fight red earth I have before fpoke of, and which, I
doubt not, is waShed into the river beneath by every haSty Shower
of rain; fo that the water of this river is frequently muddy,*and
its Stream rapid; how far it branches out into the ifland, I cannot
fay, but there is reafon to fuppofe, from the appearance of the country, that its fource is derived nearly from the center of the ifland.
After we had proceeded about half a mile up the river, my man
jumped haftily out of the canoe, without giving me the leaft notke>
by which means it was near being upfet. I was not alarmed at this
circumflance, as the water was not out of my depth; but I was
rather furpriSed to hear Berre, Berre, called aloud, by a voice which
I had fome knowledge of: on looking round, I faw one of the natives
making haStily towards us, through the water, and the fame moment recognized the man I engaged to attend me in the morning..
I had miSIed him during dinner time, and not feeing him afterwards, concluded he had left me; but it feems the Matano I had
promised -him, operated fo powerfully, that he had watched my
motions the whole afternoon, and now took. an opportunity to
remind me of his diligence in attending me, and his concern for
my welfare whilst on the water.
My waterman (if I may So call the man who belonged to the
canoe) now got into her, and we proceeded up the river; he jump- ,
ed out only to bale the water, which, beingteaky, She made pretty
faft. By the time we had cruized about two miles up fhe river,.
the afternoon was pretty far Spent; this made me think of returning, especially as the valley which lies to the Weft of the river,
and through which I muft paSs in my way to the beach, feemed to
promife a good deal of variety.
R
' The
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The land on the Eaft fide of the river is here much eafier of
accefs, than down at the Morai; fo that I might have taken a walk
into that part of the country, had time permitted. This, however,
not being the cafe, I was obliged not only to relinquish that, but
alfo my original intention, of tracing the river to its fource, though
from what I could difcern, the paffage is not fufficiently level for
canoes much farther up the country than where I was at prefent,
and which may be called about two miles from the fea-fide.
Having difmiflfedthe canoe, I went towards a Straggling village,
at a fmall diftance from the river; here I met feveral of our people,
who had walked up the valley amongft the plantations.
Some of them had been a confiderable diftance farther up, but
none fo far as the river head ; they confirmed me, however, in my
conjecture, that it was not navigable for canoes more than half a
mile higher up.
We learnt that this -viSflage was the place of Abbenoue's refi-dence, and were fhewn feveral houfes which belonged to him ; but
that he had not been on Shore fince the morning, having been all
the day with Popote, or Captain Portlock.
There are a number of houfes fcattered here and there all the
way, from this village to the beach; and as we walked leifurely
along, the inhabitants were continually preffing us to Slop a while,
and repofe ourfelves under the trees, which generally grow about
their habitations. It was evident that this was not done merely to
•gratify a wild impatient curiofity, but proceeded from a kindnefs
and good-natured hofpitality, which did them infinite credit. A
heart-felt joy was vifibly feen in the countenance of any one whoSe
houfe
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houfe we happened to flop aV and the whole family would croud
about us, bringing cocoa-nuts to quench iQur thirft, fanning fuch j
of us as feemed fatigued with wajybmg, and in Short, feduloufly endeavouring to render us everydrind office in their power.
The valley all the way we walked along to the beach, is entirely
planted with taro; and thefe plantations are laid out with a great
'deal of judgment.
The ground is very low, and the taro grounds are entirely covered with water, and furrounded with trenches, fo that they can
either be drained, or frefh watered, from the river at pleafure..
They are laid out in a variety of forms, according to the fancy of
the different owners, whofe various Shares are marked with the
moft fcrupulous exactnefs : thefe are interfered at convenient distances by raifed foot-paths, about two feet wide. I Should obferve^
that thefe plantations range entirely along the riser-Side, and the
houfes I have been fpeaking of are fituated to the Weftward of
the extreme path. The trees, which are pretty numerous about the houfes, are generally the cloth mulberry.
*
The houfes, and whatever elfe I faw worthy of notice, Shall be.the fubject of a future letter; at prefent I fhall clofe the fubject,.
by obferving, that whether we regard the found judgment and (I.
had almoft faid fcientific) fkill with which thefe grounds are laid
out, or the clofe attention and unremitting diligence Shewn in their
cultivation, in either of thefe points of view, they would, reflect
credit even on a Britijh huSbandmah.
By the time we got to the beach, the day was far fpent; our
<boat was already come for us, and lay at anchor much in the fame.
fitualioi3fc

1-

A VOYAGE

TO

THE

fituation as. in the morning. Great numbers of the natives were
collected together on the beach; many to take their leave of us,
and others were very importunate for a Matano, amongft whom
was the man I engaged to attend me in the morning: he got two
nails from me, with which he was perfectly fatisfied, a poor reward,
thou wilt fay, for a long, wearifome day's attendance ! However, it
ferved to remind, me of thofe good old English times, when the
diligent labourer had the alternative of a penny, or a peck of wheat
for his day's hire.
Abbenoue's people attended with their canoes, to paddle us
through the Surf to our boat, as in the morning, and we got Safe
on board foon after fun-fet.
The pleafure I experienced during this day's excursion, is infinitely fuperior to any thing of the kind I ever met with; and if
this imperfect account gives thee the leaft fatisfaction, it will Still
heighten that of thy aflured friend,
W . B.
ATOUI, ?

nth Feb. i
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H

A V I N G given thee an account of my excursion at Atoui,
I Shall now return to our tranfactions on board.

Towards the 8 th of February, the weather grew clofe and fultry,
attended with a good deal of lightning. In the night of the 9th, a
freSh breeze Sprung up from the Southward; and at five o'clock
the next morning, we parted our fmall bower cable twenty-one
fathom from the anchor.
We Still had a Strong Southerly breeze, and an increasing fwell,
fo that any efforts to recover our anchor would have been ineffectual ; all that we could do at prefent was to leave two or three
buoys as near as we could guefs where the anchor lay, the buoy
which was Streamed when we came to anchor being funk.
During the afternoon and evening of the 10th, ourfituationwas
very difagreeable: the weather was very fqually, with thunder,
lightning, and heavy rain, the wind blowing Strong at South Weft
and South South Weft; fo that if neceffity had forced us to Slip
our cable, there was no probability of clearing the land.
In the afternoon of the 1 ith, the wind veered to the Weftward,
and grew more moderate, which lowered the fwell greatly. Though
the fea ran very high, our friend Long-Shanks came off to us this
afternoon, bringing fome taro along with him ; he did not fail to
1
magnify
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1787. magnify this piece of fervice, and was rewarded accordingly, though.
February. w g w £ r e n o t w j t n out roots, having luckily bought a large quantity
of taro before the bad weather came on.
The weather being fo exceedingly unpromising, it was determined to leave this place; fo at three o'clock in the morning of
the 12th, Captain Portlock making fignal, we weighed anchor, and
made fail, Stretching to the Southward with a light breeze at
North Weft..
From the 12th to the 15th, we kept plying towards Oneehow,
but were prevented from making it, by light variable winds.
During this time, we had clofe, fultry, cloudy weather.
In the forenoon of the 16th, a frefh breeze fpringing up at
North Eaft, we flood right for Oneehow; and in the afternoon,
came to anchor in Yam Bay, in twenty-nine fathom water, over a '
fandy bottom; the extremes of the bay bore from South 20 deg.
Eaft to North 15 deg. Eaft ; the body of Oreehoura North 40 deg.
Eaft ; and Tahoura South 30 deg. Weft, about two miles diftant
from Shore.
Our grand object at this place was to recover the anchors which
Captain Portlock left here; fo at day-break in the morning of the
j 7th, the boats from both Ships were fent to fearch for them:
fortunately the weather was moderate, and the Sea tolerably fmooth,
fo that by two o'clock in the afternoon, the King George had got
both her anchors on board, which was a moft lucky circumstance,
and more efpecially, as the anchor we had left at Atoui might almoft
he given over for loft.
2
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During this time, we were bufily employed on board, in purchafing yams and water from the natives, who had attended us
pretty numerouSly, and brought a good quantity of yams, which
proved a very feafonable fupply, moft of our roots being expended.
About three o'clock in the afternoon, the wind Shifting to the
Southward, we weighed anchor, and Stretched towards the North
, Weft, intending, Should Southerly winds continue, to make Atoui,
through the paffage by Oreehoura, and try to recover our anchor;
but we now had freSh reafon to fuppofe, that the wind near thefe
iflands is always variable; for from the 17th to the 23d, we had
light variable winds, frequent calms intervening, fo that we kept
Standing to the Northward and Eaftward, making longer or Shorter
boards, as occafion required. Atoui generally bore about South
South Eaft, and Oneehow, South Weft.
Whilft we were plying in this uncertain State, we had an opportunity of viewing the North Coaft of Atoui, or that part of the
ifland directly oppofite Wymoa Bay. The Shore down to the water's edge, is in general mountainous, and difficult of accefs: I
could not fee any level groundror the leaft Sign of this part of the
ifland being inhabited, at leaft by any considerable number of people ; fo that there is every reafon to fuppofe the South fide of the
ifland contains nearly the whole of the inhabitants.
During the 24th and 25th, we had moderate weather, and generally light winds; a frefh breeze at Eaft North Eaft -fometimes
intervening.
In the morning of the 26th, we worked through the paffage
between Oreehoura and Atoui. At noon, the extremes of the
latter
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latter ifland bore from North to North 58 deg. Eaft; and Oneehow Weft, 8 deg. South.
- In the afternoon, and the whole of the 27th, we had frefh variable breezes; but the forenoon of the 28th, being fine, and the
wind blowing a moderate breeze from the Eaftward, we came to
anchor hvWymoa Bay, in thirty-feven fathom water, over a fandy
bottom.
Our motive for coming to this place was to Search for our *
anchor, and the whale-boat was immediately hoifted out for that
purpofe; but all our .endeavours were ineffectual, though we had
taken exact bearings of the place where it was loft, and the water
was tolerably finooth: the buoys we had left were either drifted
away, or Stolen by the natives.
The weather during the ift of March was moderate and fine, fo
that we hoped to procure a fupply of hogs and vegetables ; but the
inhabitants we found were tabooed, and nobody came near us
except a few of the inferior Chiefs, who brought us a fmall quantity of taro.
We had reafon to fuppofe, from every information we were able
to procure, that the King grew tired of us, and had tabooed the
people, in order to prevent any refreshments being brought on
board the veffels, thinking from our frequent vifits, that we intended to fettle,at Atoui: indeed appearances might warrant a
fuppofition of this kind. We had repeatedly anchored on their
coaft; cruized backwards and forwards, in Sight of their ifland;,
anchored there again ; and, in Short, been long enough amongft
them?
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them to encourage a fuppofition, that we wifhed to fix our abode 1787.
at this defirable fpot.
^J^L^,
. If thefe motives actually induced Tiara to taboo the inhabitants,
and I make no doubt but they did, it confirms what I have already
faid, refpecting his good fenfe and penetration; nay, the moft
refined politician could not take a- better method to drive away any
unwelcome intruders, and whom at the fame time he could not
openly quarrel with, than by ftarving them out—But to return :
The wind on the 2d Shifting to the Weftward, we weighed anchor
at eight o'clock in the evening, and Stood out to fea ; it was very
fortunate for us that we did fo, for the next day proved very
fqually, with heavy rain; the wind nearly South Weft.- At noon,
Atoui bore from North North Eaft to North 25 deg. Weft ; and
Oneehow from North 60 deg. Weft to 80 deg. Weft; about fix
leagues diftant. The afternoon proving thick and foggy, we loft
fight of both iflands.
The fame foggy weather continued during the 4th and 5 th, with
Strong Wefterly gales of wind, and heavy rain, attended with a
very heavy crofs fea: this made us judge it moft prudent to lay to,
as we were not certain how the currents fet, and were unwilling to
Stand out far from the land.
j
In the morning of the cth, we faw Atoui, which bore from
Weft to Weft South Weft; and Whahoo, South South Eaft.
Towards the afternoon, the weather grew moderate, and the people were employed in getting in a new jigger-maft, the old one
being carried away: fome iron work being required, the armourer
was bufily employed about it, when a fudden roll of the Ship
S
threw
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threw his anvil over-board. This was looked on as a very bad
accident, as we had few toel ready made, and we knew they would
be Singularly ufeful in our future traffic.
During the 6th and 7th, we had frefh Wefterly breezes. In the
morning of the yth, Captain Dixon went on board the King
'George, and on his return, we Steered Eaft South Eaft, our Captains having determined, if the wind kept to the Southward and
Weftward, to make Owhyhee'; but all hopes of this fort quickly
•vanished, for in the forenoon of the 8th, the wind veered to Eaft
North Eaft.
During the 9th and 10th, we plied to windward, expecting to
find the wind Still variable; but it now feemed fet in for a constant Steady trade, fo that in the forenoon of the 1 ith, we gave up
any intention of making Owhyhee, and Stretched again to the
South Weft.
Being favoured with a brifk, Steady, Eafterly breeze, early in the
afternoon, we were within two miles of the North Weft fide of
Whahoo. On feeing a fmall village a little to the Weftward, we
lay to about three hours, expecting the inhabitants would bring us
fome hogs and vegetables, and more efpecially, as this was a part of
the ifland we had not been near before, but we had only two fmall
canoes came near us, and they bringing little or nothing, at five
o'clock we made fail, and Stood to the WestwardThe extremes of Whahoo now bore from South 50 deg. Eaft,
to South 35 deg. Weft; diftant about three leagues. Excepting
the fmall village I have juft mentioned, the North fide of Whahoo
appears to be uninhabited; neither is there any good Shelter for a
veffel
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veffel to anchor i n ; the Shore is generally Sleep and mountainous, 1787.
and in that refpect a good deal refembles the North fide of Atoui. ^ J ^ ' ^
I At feven o'clock in the morning of the 12th, we faw Atoui, and
at noon, we were within a few miles of our anchoring birth, in
Wymoa Bay. The weather was very fine, with a moderate Easterly breeze. We Stood on under an eafy fail, expecting the natives
would bring us fome refrefhments, but not a Single canoe appeared
in the bay: this fufficiently confirmed our former opinion, that the
King was determined to Starve us from the ifland. At fix o'clock,
the extremes of Atoui bore from North 10 deg. Weft, to North
56 deg. Eaft; and the North end of Oneehow, from Weft to
Weft by South.
All hopes of procuring any quantity of hogs were now given up,
and the only thing we waited for, previous to the profecution of
our Voyage to the Northward, was a fupply of yams from Oneehow, which entirely depended on our meeting with a Steady Easterly
wind.
During the 13th, we had light variable winds; towards the
evening, the Sky grew black and lowering; the air was exceeding
clofe and fultry, and the night was almoft one continued Storm of
heavy rain, attended with violent thunder and lightning. Light
airs, and intervening calms, attended us the greateft part of the
14th ; but aboutfix<p'clockin the afternoon, a frefh breeze fprung
up at Eaft North Eaft, on which we hauled our wind to the Southward during the night, expecting at day-break to bear away for
Oneehow; but at fix o'clock in the morning of the 15th, the wind
Shifting to Eaft South Eaft, Captain Portlock hauled his wind,
contrary to our expectation, and Steered North Eaft. At noon,
the
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the extremes of Atoui bore from North to North 35 deg. Weft.
During the day, we had a fine breeze at South Eaft, and clear weather. Our latitude at noon was 21 deg. 29 min. North, and 159
deg. Weft longitude. At fix o'clock, the North Eaft end of Atoui
bore North 42 deg. Weft, thirteen leagues distant; and the body
of Whahoo Eaft. The breeze continued Steady all night; and in
the morning of the 16th, being quite clear of all the iflands, we
Steered due North, with a brisk Southerly gale.
Thus have we left thefe iflands a fecondtime, and are now
Standing for the American Coaft, on the pinnacle of expectation.
My next fhall be an account of our paffage thither. Adieu.
W. B.
O F F ATOUI, ?

16th March. 5
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E F O R E I proceed with my account of our paffage to the
North Weft Coaft, let me fay a few words reflecting our
departure from Oneehow, at a time when what we had been Striving for weeks to obtain, was apparently within our reach.
As the weather in the night of the 14th, and during the 15th
of March, was moderate and clear, attended with a favourable
Eafterly breeze, which would have enabled us to come to at Oneehow
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how with eafe; and as a fupply of yams, which we were morally
certain of procuring there, would have been highly ferviceable, it
may feem Strange that Captain Portlock Should Stand to the Northward at the moment when his every wiSh appeared eafy to be accomplished : but it Should be remembered, that the weather previous to this time, had been very unfettled, and indeed we had ever
found it fo at Oneehow-; that Should we not meet with contrary
winds, there-was every probability of our being becalmed under
the land, which would be attended with confequences equally difagreeable, as it began to be high time for us to fail to the Northward, in order to make up, if poffible, for the deficiencies of laft
feafon : however, be all this as it may, the event proved this Step to
be extremely judicious, for the wind veering to the Southward, as
I have already related, would have rendered it impracticable for us
to lay at Oneehow. To return now to our Voyage.
During the former part of the 17th, we had a Strong Southerly
breeze, with frequent Showers of rain. In the afternoon, the wind
grew light and variable. The night was fqually, attended with
thunder, lightning, and conftant rain.
In the morning of the 18th, we had a heavy gale of wind at
South South Eaft, with a heavy fwell, and conftant rain. This
was the firft fair gale we had met with fince our leaving England.
The gale continued during the day and greateft part of the night,
which being very dark, we lay to, and made fail at five o'clock in the
morning of the 19th, the weather being pretty moderate. Our
latitude at noon was 27 deg. 24 min. North; and the longitude
158 deg. 17 min. Weft.
From
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From this to the 23d, we had little variety, the wind freSh and
•variable, with cloudy weather. Our latitude at noon on the 22d>
was 29 deg. 10 min. North ; and the longitude being the mean of
feveral fets of lunar obfervations, 158 deg. 27 mm. Weft.
On the 24th and 25th, we had frequent fqualls, attended with
rain; the wind Shifting from Eaft South Eaft to South South
Weft; the weather thick and foggy.
The 26th was moderate. Our latitude at noon was 34 deg. 59
min. North; and our longitude 159-deg. 30 min. Weft. Contrary to our expectation, the fog cleared up on the 27th, and we
had clear, moderate weather, with a fine Southerly breeze, which
continued till the 29th, in the evening, when a frefh gale of wind
came on from the Weftward, with frequent Showers of rain, and
thick foggy weather. We have constantly remarked, that South
Wefterly winds, in thefe latitudes, viz. from 30 to 60 deg. North,
never fail to bring thick fogs along with them.
In the morning of the 31ft, the weather grew moderate. Our
latitude at noon was 39 deg. 23 min. North; and the longitude
154 deg. 23 min. Weft. During the afternoon, we had light
variable airs, and cloudy weather. Towards the evening we faw
feveral puffins, and a young feal came along-Side, which clearly
indicated, that land could not be far off: indeed when we failed
laft to the Northward, and nearly in the fame fituation, we were
convinced, from Similar circumstances, that there muft be land not
many leagues from us; but it was our misfortune, both at that
time, and the prefent, to have fuch thick, foggy weather, that had
we failed within ten miles of high land, we Should have paffed it
unfeen.
2
From
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From the ift to the 4th of April, we had little variety; the wind
generally blew frefh from South South Eaft to South Weft; the
weather wet and hazy. Our latitude at noon, on the 3d, was 44
deg. 4 min. North; and the longitude 151 deg. 59 min. Weft.
The nights being very dark, we generally lay to, and made fail in
the morning at day-break.
On the 7th, at noon, our latitude was 47 deg. 2a min. North 5.
and the longitude 148 deg. 39 min. Weft; we faw feveral gulls*
clivers, and various other Species of birds; fea-weeds alfo frequently
paffed us.
' In the afternoon of the 8th, we had a fea-lion playing about
the veffel. From the 5th to the 9th, the wind was light, and chiefly
to the Northward; but in the morning of the 9th, it Shifted
to South Weft, with moderate weather, fqualls of hail and fleet
fometimes intervening. Our latitude at noon, on the 12th, was 52
deg. 46 min. North; and the longitude, being the mean of fome <
lunar obfervations, 145 deg. 43 min. Weft.
From this to the 16th, we had little variety; frefh variable winds
and frequent fqualls of fnow and fleet intervening. We here found
the variation of the compafs 19 deg. Easterly. The weather was
feverely cold,, the thermometer on the 10th being at 25 deg. which
is two and half lower than it ever was during Captain Cook's laft
Voyage, though he failed as far as 7.2 deg. North latitude.
On the 16th, at noon, our latitude was 58 deg. 9 min. North;
and the longitude 149 deg. 23 min. Weft. From this to the 18th,
the weather was fo thick and hazy, that we were not able to get
an obfervation | and as it was impoffible to fee land at any diftance,
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tance, we plied occafionally, it being uncertain how far vye were
from the American Coaft.
In the afternoonof the 18th, we had a fudden fquall from the
Weftward ; but our fails being handed in time, we did not receive
the leaft damage. The wind blew a frefh gale the greateft part of
the night; but in the forenoon of the 19th, it moderated, and the
weather grew clear enough for us to get a meridian altitude, which
gave $y deg. 41 min. North latitude.
From the 20th to the 2 2d, we had thick hazy weather, with
frequent fqualls, and almoft conftant fnow and fleet, the wind
generally blowing frefh at South Eaft, and South South Eaft.
Our latitude, by account at noon on the 22d, was 59 deg. 1 min.
North. This made us ply with caution, as we were certain the
coaft could not be far off; and the weather was fo very hazy, that
we could not fee land a league from the vetfkl.
In fhe morning of the 23 d, the weather grew tolerably clear.
Our latitude at noon was 59 deg. 9 min. and the longitude 147 deg.55 min. Weft, being the mean of two fets of lunar obfervations.
At one o'clock we faw land, bearing from North Eaft by North to
Weft, ten leagues diftant. At feven in.the evening, we perceived
the land to the Weftward to be Foot ISland, and that to the Eaftward, Montague Ifland; fo that we were Standing well for the
paffage into Prince William's Sound, which we in vain attempted to
make, when laft on this coaft. _At fun-fet, the entrance bore
North 14 deg. Eaft; and the South Eaft part of Montague Ifland
.North 32 deg. Eaft, about five leagues diftant. The wind being
light and variable, we Stretched to the Eaftward during the night;
and in the morning of the 24th, a moderate.breeze fpringing up
from
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from the Weftward, we fet all fail, and Stood right in for the paf- *787Sage. At noon we were right in the entrance of the channel. •.. -i-,.^
Our obfervation gave 59 deg. 47 min. North latitude; and the
longitude was 147 deg. 52 min. Weft.
This place is laid down in Captain Cook's general chart, in 59
deg. 36 min. North latitude, which is eleven miles to the Southward of our obfervation, on which account, our gentlemen were
particularly correct in taking their altitudes, and being favoured
with a remarkably clear horizon, were able to determine the latitude to a certainty. This convinced Captain Dixon of the error
in the chart above-mentioned, and evidently fhewed, that the latitude had been fettled by angles carried on from the fun's meridian
altitude at a diftance.
The land in this fituation bore from North 34 deg. Weft to
North by Eaft; Green Iflands North; diftant from the South Eaft
point of Montague Ifland two miles. The breeze dying away in
the afternoon, and there being no probability of our reaching the
Sound, we Stood into a deep bay, which now opened to the Eaftward, and let go an anchor about five o'clock, in twenty-four fathom
water, over a muddy bottom; the extremes of the land bearing
from North Weft to South Weft.
Once more are we arrived at the bufy fcene of action ; and here
I will take my leave of thee for the prefent, with a Sincere wiSh,
that we may not verify the old adage, " The mountains labour,"
&c. Thine ever,
W . B.
MONTAGUE ISLAND, 7
25th April.
j
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L E F T thee at the conclusion of my laft, immediately on our
coming to anchor, and I doubt not by this time, thou art impatient to be acquainted with our proceedings. As I know nothing
more difagreeable than a Slate of fufpence, I will immediately endeavour to relieve thee from it, in the beft manner I can.
It feems, Captain Portlock's motive for coming to jajsehor, as
already mentioned, was a fight of two canoes, at fome distance up
the bay, which gave him reafon to expect meeting with inhabitants,
and confequently that fome bufineSs might be done; a thing we
were moft particularly anxious about, as this, our laft feafon, was
already flipping away.
In the evening of the 24th, five canoes came along-fide us^bui^.
brought no furs, or traffic of any kind. They faluted us by extending their arms, and a frequent repetition of the word Lauleigh,
generally laying a great emphafis on the latter fyllable. This we
understood as a friendly falutation, and returned it by fimilar getticulations, and a repetition of the word Lauleigh. On our enquiry for Notoonejhuck, which is the name they ufe for fea otter's
Skin, they immediately pointed towards Prince William's Sound,
repeating the words <c Nootka Notoonejhuck," plenty, very frequently,
and in the moft earneft manner. Some dogs we had on board,
hearing Strangers about the Ship, ran upon the gun-wale, and
began to bark at them, on which the Indians directly called out,
** Towzer, Towzer,. here, here," whiftling at the fame time, after
2 *
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the manner ufed to coax dogs in England. We were pretty much
puzzled to account for thefe circumstances, though it appeared
very evident, from thefe people fpeaking English, and having fome
idea of our manners, that an English veffel either lay in the found
at the prefent moment, or had been there very recently; but none
of us could guefs at the meaning of Nootka, though they repeated
that word much oftener than any of the reft.
Thefe canoes were covered with Skins, the fame as we had {een
laft feafon in Cook's River: three of them were built for two men
each, and the two others held only a Single perfon.
The ears of thefe Indians were ornamented with plenty of fmall
blue beads, but thefe, we had reafon to fuppofe, were procured
from the Ruffians, as fome knives and iron weapons which they
Shewed us, were evidently of Ruffian manufacture.
Early in the morning of the 25th, our boats were fent on Shore
for wood and water, both which were very eafily procured. In the
mean time, our Captains went all round the bay, and examined
every adjacent creek and inlet, but found no inhabitants, nor any
traces of recent habitations in this part, which made us conclude,
that our visitors were only a hunting party from Prince William's
Sound; however, we made them fome trifling prefents, hoping,
that it might induce them not only to bring us furs, but alfo encourage their neighbours to follow their example: they feemed
perfectly fatisfied with the trifles we gave them, and told us, that
they would return foon and bring Notoonejhuck, plenty.
We waited till the 28th, with the greateft anxiety, in hopes that
the Indians would return to trade with us; but in this we were
difap-
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difappointed, fo that it was determined to leave this bay the firft
fair wind.
At four o'clock in the morning of the 29th, a breeze fpringing
up at South Weft, we unmoored, and Stood out of the bay, but had
fcarcely reached the channel, which leads up into the found, when
we were becalmed, and the tide being againft us, we were obliged
to get the boats a-head, in order to tow the veffels in again, taking
care, however, to come to as near mid-channel as was confiftent
with our fafety. At ten o'clock we let go an anchor, in twentythree fathom water, over a muddy bottom, the extremes of the
bay bearing from North 40 deg. Weft to South 39 deg. Weft, a
mile diftant from Shore.
The weather during the 30th, was moderate, the wind light and
variable; no Indians came near us, fo that what faint hopes we
had hitherto entertained of their return, now entirely vanished.
This bay abounds with wild geefe and ducks, but they were fo
very Shy, that we could rarely come within mufquet Shot of them.
There are alfo great numbers of gulls; fome eagles of the whiteheaded fpecies, and great plenty of fmaller birds, of various kinds,
fuch as fand-pipers, fnipes, plovers, &c. &c.
Our hooks and lines were generally over-board, but the only
kind of fifh we caught was a fort greatly refembling a flounder,
and called by the failors fand-dabs. The other marine productions found here, are mufcles, cockles, clams, crabs, and ftar-hih.
IShould not omit, that one of our people, in fifhing with hook
and line, caught a very remarkable fubject, which I fuppofe to be a
fpecies of polypus: it feemed to be both of an animal and vegetable
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table fubftance, and adhered to a fmall fwitch about three feet 3787.
long.
u—v^-.
The wind Still continuing light and variable, early in the morning of the 1ftof May, both our Captains went in the whale-boats,
on a furvey, and Captain Portlock left orders with Mr. Macleod to
weigh anchor during his abfence, if the wind proved favourable.
A number of the people from both veffels had liberty given to
recreate themfelves on Shore; but a breeze coming on at South
Weft, at eleven o'clock a fignal was made for the people to come
on board. At two o'clock we unmoored, and made fail, Standing
up the channel towards Prince William's Sound. At fix o'clock,
being clofe in Shore, and the wind leffening, we came to anchor in
a bay to the Eaftward, in twenty-one fathom water, over a muddy
bottom. At ten o'clock in the evening, our Captains returned;
they had met with no furs, and feen but very few Indians, andthofe at a considerable diftance from the place where we lay.
During the night we had light variable airs ; but at ten in the
morning of the 2d, a breeze coming on at South Weft, we weighed
and made fail, Standing for the channel, betwixt the Green and
Montague Iflands. By fix o'clock in the afternoon, the Green
Iflands were on our larboard beam. This paffage is dangerous in
the night, or in bad weather, the channel not being a mile in the
broadeft part free from funken rocks. In this fituation we had
foundings from twenty-five to fix fathom water, over a fandy bottom. Our breeze dying away, at feven o'clock we let go an anchor,
in thirteen fathom water; but finding we were fituated very near
a funk rock, we hove it up again, and a light breeze fpringing up,
we were enabled to get into a bay in Montague Ifland. At nine
o'clock
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o'clock we again came to, in thirteen fathom water, over a mud#^
bottom., mooring the Ship with the kedge and Stream cable.
During the greateft part of the 3d, the weather was moderate;
but in the night, a Strong gale of wind came on, at r%?th Weft,which making the veffel ride very heavy, and labour much, we unmoored Ship at Six o'clock in the morning of the 4th, and began to'
warp towards the head of the bay. In the afternoon we came to
with the beft bower, in- eight fathom water, and moored the veffel
with the Stream cable, to a tree on Shore.
It was the intention of our Captains, the firft fecure harbour we
came into, to haul the veffels on Shore, in order that their bottoms
might be thoroughly fcrubbed, and a frefh coat laid on. This
place being peculiarly fit for the purpofe, early in the morning of
the 5 th, the King George was hauled on Shore, and the people immediately fet to work in fcrubbing and cleaning her bottom ; the
carpenters were employed in repairing the damaged Sheathing.
Mean while, it not being prudent for bothi veffels to be on Shore at
the fame time, our people were buSily employed; fome in clearing
the hold, and over-hauling the provisions; others were fent on
Shore to fill water; and the coopers were employed in repairing
fome butts, and other caSks that were faulty.
" Whilft all this bufinefs was going forward, with every exertion
in our power, in order that nothing might be left unattempted, nor
any opportunity loft that we could poffibly lay hold of, towards
facilitating our grand object, early in the morning of the 5th, Captain Dixon took our whale boat, together with the King George's
long boat and whale boat, all well manned and armed, in order totrade
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trade in the adjacent found, or wherever he judged it likely to meet 1787wkh inhabitants*
u.--^.
On the 6th, our cooper was employed in making fpruce beer :
as we expected to have frequent opportunkies of fupplyihg ourfelves with this wholefome beverage on the American Coaft, we:
brought out a quantity of yeaft in bottles, prepared by a Mrs.
StainSby, of London ; and it would be doing her injustice not to
fay, that the yeaft was now found to anfwer our moft fanguinc
expectations, in working the Spruce, being equally good as when
firft brought from England. The people were bufied in bringing,
water from. Shore, and Stowing it away in the hold,, which, by thistime, was compleatly over-hauled.
' On the 7th, the King George's bottom being nearly compleated;,
we Struck our top-mafts, and got every thing clear for hauling our
veffel on Shore..
The tide ferving at four o'clock in the morning of the 8th, wes
hauled on the graving bank. At eight o'clock we began to fcrape
her, and having cleaned one fide, we breamed her,.paying her afterwards with a composition of oil, tar, SluSh, and chalk, this being
the beft coat we had in our power to lay on. At five in the afternoon, being nearly high water, we fwung her, in order to clean the
other fide : We fcraped it on the 9th, but the weather proving wet
and unfavourable, She could not be compleated | fo that what:
hands could be Spared, were fent on Shore to cut wood.
Early in the morning-of the 10th, Captain Dixon returned with:
the boats. As this excursion was attended with feveral, interefting.
clrcum-
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circumstances, I Shall give thee an account of it in the Captain's
own words, as copied from, his journal":
" This morning, the 5th, I went with the two whale boats, and
the King George's long boat, in order to Search for Indians, and,
if poffible, to purchafe fome furs. My intention was to make
Hinchinbrooke Cove firft, and from thence proceed to Snug Corner
Cove, as I knew they were the moft likely places to meet with inhabitants. Bad weather coming on, at eight o'clock I put into a
cove in Montague Ifland.; but towards nine o'clock, the weather
clearing up, I proceeded round the North Eaft end of the ifland
into a large bay : here I found fome Indians on a hunting party,
who gave me to understand, that they belonged to Cape Hinchinbrooke. It being late in the afternoon, I came to an anchor for
the night in the long boat, and made the whale-boats faft, one on
each fide.
I As the Indians did not leave us when night came on, I ordered
fix hands to keep watch, and the remainder to have their arms
ready, fo that I might call them at a moment's notice. The Indians fculked about us till near two o'clock, waiting, no doubt, for
an opportunity to cut the boats off, but finding us attentive to all
their motions, they then left us.
" At four o'clock in the morning of the 6th, I weighed, and
Stood over for Cape Hinchinbrooke, where I came to anchor at half
paft ten. At this place I found feveral Indians, and purchafed a
few fea otter Skins. The Indians frequently pointed towards Snug
Corner Cove, and endeavoured to make me understand, that a veffel lay at anchor there. Though this circumstance Strongly excited my curiofity, and made me particularly anxious to know whether
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ther this piece of intelligence was true, yet the day being by this
tifne far fpent, I determined to keep my prefent fituation during
the night, as the weather was very unpromising; fo that our
•Standing for Snug Corner Cove, under fuch circumstances, would
be attended with fome degree of danger and difficulty.
| A Strict and vigilant look-out was more neceffary this night,
. if poffible, than we had found it the preceding one. The Indians
whom I had traded with for furs, during the afternoon, were a
different tribe from that I met with in the bay at the North Eaft
end of Montague Ifland : their behaviour was very daring and
infolent, though they did not directly attack us, and they did not,
leave the boats till day-light the next morning. I make no doubt
but that a fight of the various articles I had brought to trade with
thefe people, occafioned them to lurk about us the whole night, in
'hopes of obtaining a booty, but finding themfelves diSappoiiited,
they paddled away, feemingly much difcontented.
" Early in the morning of the 7th, I fet off for Snug Corner
Cove; but the wind during the whole day being very light, the
long boat made little way, fo that the whale boats were obliged to
take her in tow : this retarded my paffage fo much, that I did not
arrive in the cove till eleven o'clock in the evening. Contrary to
my expectation, I found no veffel in the cove, neither did I perceive any of the inhabitants ; notwithstanding which, I ordered the
fame Strict watch to be kept as before, well remembering, that the f
Difcovery was boarded by the natives hi this very cove, during
Captain Cook's laft Voyage, in open day.
I During the night, none of the inhabitants came near us \ but
at day-light in the morning of the 8th, two Indians came alohgU
fide
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fide in a canoe, and gave me to understand, that there was a Ship at
no great diftance; at the fame time they offered to conduct me to
her for a String of beads. Glad to accept this propofal, I willingly
embraced their offer, and fet off with the whale-boats, leaving the
long boat at anchor, as I was afraid -She would only retard my progrefs, and I was exceedingly anxious to know, whether there really
was a veflel in this part, or that the Indians had been amufing me
with a falfe report.
" I had not got far before the weather grew very bad, and my
guides gave me the flip: however, I continued the fearch along;
Shore till twelve o'clock, by which time I had got into the entrance,
of a large bay, and the weather growing very fqually, with heavy
Storms of Show and fleet, I thought it moft advifeable to return to
the long boat, where I arrived about three o'clock.
i At half paft fix o'clock, fix canoes came into the cove where
we lay, and told me there was a Ship not far off, to which they
were going, and offered to Shew me the way: the weather was then
very bad, but as they were going up the inlet, and not out to feax
as my guides had done in the morning, I fet out with them in my
own whale-boat, leaving the other whale-boat, and the long boat,
in the cove.
" At ten o'clock in the evening, we arrived in the creek where
the veffel I fo much wished to fee lay. I found her to be a fnow„
called the Nootka, from Bengal, commanded by a Captain Meares,,
under English, colours.
" I learnt from Captain Meares, that he had failed from Bengal
in March, 1786, and that he touched at OonalaSka in Auguft..
1
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From thence he proceeded to Cook's River, which he intended to
make by way of the Barren Iflands; but the weather at that time May.
being thick and hazy, he'got into Whitfuntide Bay, through which
he found a paffage into Cook's River. In this Straight he met with
a party of Ruffian fettlers, who informed him, that the land to the
Eaftward of the Straight is called by them Codiac, and that they had
a fettlement there; likewife that two European veffels were then at
anchor at Codiac, and that they had lately feen two other Ships in
Cook's River.t This intelligence induced him to Steer for Prince
William's Sound, where he arrived the latter end of September.
" He had wintered in the creek where I now found him, and
his veffel was Still faft in the ice. The fcurvy had made fad havock
amongft his people, he haying loft his Second and Third Mates,
the Surgeon, Boatfwain, Carpenter, Cooper, Sail-maker, and a great
number of the foremaft men, by that dreadful diforder; and the
remaining part of his crew were fo enfeebled at one time, that
Captain Meares himfelf was the only perfon on board able to walk
the deck.
" It gave him very great pleafure to find two veffels fo near, who
could affift him in fome meafure in his diftrefs; and I had no lefs
fatisfaclion in alluring him, that he Should be furniShed with every
neceffary we could poffibly fpare. As Captain Meares's people were
now getting better, he defired me not to take the trouble of fending any refreshments to him, as he would come on board us very
Shortly in his own boat.
" I left the Nootka at three o'clock in the morning of the 9th,
and got to my boats about eight: at ten o'clock I weighed, and
ftood down for our Ships, being now convinced, that there was no
profpect
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proSpect of my meeting with any furs of (confequence. Towards
noon it grew nearly calm, and the whale boats were obliged to take
the long boat in tow.
" Whilst we were proceeding in this manner acroS? the found,
fome canoes joined us, and one of the Indians had a few fea-otter
Skins, which he offered to fell. Happening to eaft his eyes on a
frying-pan, which my people in the long boat had to drefs their
victuals with, he requefted to have it in barter; accordingly, it
was offered him, but he abfolutely refufed to take it entire, and
defired us to break off the handle, which he feemed to regard as a
thing of inestimable value, and rejected the bottom part with contempt.
$$fflffjj:
" Towards fix o'clock, the wind freshening, the whale boats
were eaft off, and foon afterwards the weather grew very rough,
with conftant fnow and fleet, which occafiorted the boats to feparate. The night was very Stormy, and I did not get on board my
own veffel till four o'clock in the morning of the ioth. The
King George's boats arrived nearly about the fame time."
About eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the ioth, Captain
Meares, accompanied by Mr. Rofs, his Firft Mate, came in their
own boat on board the King George, bringing feveral bags of
rice along with them, to exchange for various refreshments, which
they Stood greatly in need of.
From them we learnt, that the Fur-trade on. this coaft had been
carried on from different parts of the Eaft Indies for fome years.
They
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They told us various Stories refpecting their fuccefs in trade,
but on thefe much reliance was not to be placed; as the Captain
and Mate feldom agreed in their accounts : at one time, they had
purchafed two thoufand fea-otter Skins; at another, not more than
feven hundred. This, however, is pretty certain, that they had
procured a considerable quantity of valuable furs, and thefe chiefly,,
if not altogether, in Prince William's Sound.
It was Captain Meares?s intention to have compleated his Voyage in twelve months; but the froft fetting in fooner than they
expected, had unavoidably detained them in the found during the
winter. The great lofs they fuftained byficknefshas already been
related;, unfortunately when the remaining part of Captain
Meares's crew were weak and enfeebled to the laft.degree,: they
were greatly diftreSIed for fuel ;• and for fome time it was with the
greateft difficulty that they got wood on board for their daily ufe..
On our enquiring whether the fcurvy, unattended with any other
complaint, had made fuch fatal havock amongft the people belonging to the Nootka, we were informed, that a free and unreSlrained ufe of fpirits had been indifcriminately allowed them during the
extreme cold weather, which they had drank to fuch excefs about
Chriftmas, that numbers of them kept their hammocks for a fortnight together; add to this, their liquor was of a very pernicious •
land, fo that there is reafon to fuppofe its effects, when drank to .
fiich an extreme, were notlefs fatal than the fcurvy itfelf. Admitting this to be the cafe, it furely was ill-judged in Captain
Meares to fuffer fuch hurtful exceffes amongft his people; and I .
am afraid that a fcanty fupply of. the various antiscorbutics abfolutely neceflary for thefe voyages, put it out of their power to checkthis cruel diforder, fo often fatal to fea-faring people.
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In the forenoon of the 11 th, Captain Meares and Mr. Rofs left
us. They were fupplied with what flour, fugar, molaffes, brandy,
&c. we could poffibly fpare; and in order to render them every
affiftance in our power, Captain Portlock fpared Captain Meares
two feamen, to affift in carrying his veffel to Sandwich Iflands,
where he propofed going as foon as the weather permitted.
We now were no longer at a lofs to know what the Indians we
faw in the firft bay meant by pointing towards Prince William's
Sound, and repeating the word Nootka; neither did we any longer
wonder at their coaxing our dogs, and fpeaking English, as they
are exceedingly articulate in their pronunciation, and one of them
it feems, had been on board the Nootka feveral weeks. But to return to our bufinefs on board.
Towards noon on the ioth, the weather growing pretty moderate, we compleated our bottom, and in the afternoon, hove to our
moorings. We were bulled on the i ith in Slowing the hold, -and
getting in wood and water. The armourers of both Ships had a
tent on Shore, and were bufily employed in making toes, our anvil
being loft \ we likewife got in about a ton of Stones for ballaft,
fwayed up our top-maSts, and fet up the rigging. The \ 2th was
taken up in compleating our water, and getting every thing ready
for fea.
Here I fhall leave thee for the prefent. Happy Shall I be to fend
thee a more favourable account of our good fortune in my next,
than I have been hitherto able to do. Thine affuredly,
W . B.
M O N T A G U E I S L A N D , ?•

May 13th.

5

LETTER

NORTH-WEST

COAST

OF AMERICA.

159
1787.
May.

L E T T E R

XXX.

U R laft feafon on the coaft being now advancing very faft, a
feparation was agreed on as the moft likely means of promoting our fuccefs for the remaining part of the year; accordingly,
it was determined to fend Captain Portlock's long boat, under the
direction of Meffrs. Hayward and Hill, to trade in Cook's River.
The King.George was to Stay in Prince William's Sound, till the
boat's return, and our veffel was to fail for King George's Sound, at
the fame time, keeping well in with the coaft, that no opportunity
of collecting Furs might be loft: this distribution of ourfelves,
thou wilt perhaps fay, was judicious; and indeed it was high time
for us to Strain every nerve ; for what with finding ourfelves anticipated at this place, and the great probability of being ferved the
fame at King George's Sound, our beft profpects were far from
pleafing.

O

In the afternoon of the 12th of May, Meffrs. Hay ward and Hill
fet out in the long boat for Cook's River, taking with them a proper affortment of articles neceffary for trading with the natives.
Soon after they were gone, two canoes came-along-fide us, one of
them with eight people in her, the other three, but brought nothing ; however, they promifed to come next day, with plenty of
trade, accompanied by their Chief.
The morning of the 13 th was fine and clear, but the wind being
light and variable, and there being a poffibility of the Indians returning,
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turning, five of our people were fent, with the Boatfwain in the
whale boat, on a fifhing party, having orders not to lofe fight of
the Ships, and others had liberty to recreate themfelves on Shore.
About one o'clock, we had the pleafure of feeing two large
canoes, and feveral fmall ones, full of Indians, come round the
North Eaft point of the bay. When they came in fight of the
veSlels, they began to Sing, keeping regular time with the Strokes
of their paddles in the water : their finging feemed to be in a great
meafure directed by the Chief, and the cadence was not without
fome degree of harmony.
When they came along-Side the King George, they wereprofufe
in their friendly falutations ; at the fame time their Chief, whofe
name was Shanway, Shewed a letter for Captain Portlock, which
came, he faid, from the Nootka, on which he was admitted oh
board, together with a number of his people.
It feems fhe hunting party we faw at our firft coming in, on the
24th of April, belonged to old Shanway's tribe; thefe people lived
near Snug Corner Cove, and on their return had acquainted Captain Meares, that they had feen two Ships at anchor a great diftance down the channel; on which he immediately wrote the
above-mentioned letter, without knowing whom particularly to
addrefs it to, and gave it to the Indians, who promifed to return
back to us immediately ; but thefe trufty meffengers never found
their way till now, when the letter was of no confequence.
Captain Portlock's motive for admitting Shanway's people onboard, was from a Supposition that fuch an indulgence would encourage them to trade more freely; but to his great mortification,
2
he
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he foon found that traffic did not induce them to come near him,
what little trade they brought being mere refufe, and that their May.
bringing the letter now was only for an opportunity to get on
board, in order to Steal every thing which lay in their way. I could
fee moft of their tranfactions from our quarter-deck, and muft
fay, they were managed with a good deal of art. Shanway, and
fome of his attendants endeavoured to amufe the King George's .
people with Singing and dancing, whilft others traverfed the decks,
and threw every thing which came in their way to their companions in the canoes. Captain Portlock was prefently aware of
his guefts thieviSh difpofition; but being unwilling to drive them
• away by force, he Stationed his people in different parts of the veffel to watch their motions : notwithstanding this precaution, they
flole a number of articles, and got them unperceived into their
canoes. Whenever they were detected in a theft, they relinquished their booty with the utmoft unconcern ; but when any thing
was once in their poffeSfion, it was with difficulty they were prevailed on to reftore it. At firft, the only articles they attempted to
Steal, were iron and cloaths; but finding themfelves watched, they
became indifcriminate plunderers, and feized on every thing in their
power.
Having fatisfied their curiofity, and found their depredations
put a Stop to, old Shanway and his people left us about five in the
afternoon-. Our whale-boat, at this time, lay at anchor about two
miles diftant from the veffels, the people in her bufy fiflung, which
the Indians happening to fee, as they paddkd out of the bay, they
directly made up to them. This alarmed Captain Portlock, who
all along had been attentive to Shan way's motions, and he immediately manned his whale-boat and yawl, and went eff to our peo
pie's affiftance, being apprehenfive not only for the boat, but that
X
their
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their lives would be in danger, as the Indians were well armed with
knives andfpears : our yawl was alfo difpatched to aSIift, if neceffary ; and Captain Dixon, at the fame moment, fired a fwivel, the
report of which, we could fee, alarmed the Indians, who immediately paddled off with precipitation.
When our people came on board, we found our fears for their
fafety were not groundlefs. The Indians had attempted to Steal
their anchor, and had actually taken feveral of their SiShing-lines ;
nay, one of them attempted to run his fpear through a young fellow, becaufe he refufed to give up his line, but was prevented by
Shanway, who, fortunately for the people, was, it feems, of a pacific
difpofition, and contented himfelf with plundering in quiet.
Thefe were fufficient cautions to us in future, not to truft any
Indians, even to come on board : indeed Captain Meares had informed us, that a Ship from China had a quarrel with the inhabitants of King George's Sound, in which feveral of the Indians loft
their lives; and that the natives afterwards traded with as much
unconcern as if nothing had happened.
- Our fifbing party had tolerable fuccefs; they caught a. large
quantity of fand-dabs, and a few rock-fifh.
The birds and marine productions here are much the fame as in
the firft bay we anchored in ; and it is probable there may be falmon farther on in the feafon, when the heat of the fun, by melting the fnow, caufes frefh water rivulets; but at this time, it had
fcarcely made any impreffion on that dreary element; and the furrounding profpect teemed with all the horrors of winter. The
night-
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night-tides flow here much higher than in the day-time, though I
cannot fay, with any degree of certainty, how high ^hey rife.
We now waited with an anxiety bordering on impatience, for a
fair wind to carry us from this place, and a light breeze Springing
up at South Eaft, at four o'clock in the morning of the 14th, we
weighed anchor and Stood out of the bay. Towards noon, the
wind veered to South Weft, which was quite favourable for our
Standing up the channel into Prince William's Sound. By noon,
we had the North point of Montague Ifland in fight, bearing
North Eaft : our obfervation gave 60 deg. 23 min. North latitude;
and we found the variation of the compafs 29 deg. 46 min. Easterly.
In the afternoon, the breeze frefhening, Captain Dixon went on
board the King George, to take leave of Captain Portlock, as we
were drawing near the place where it was agreed for us to feparate.
At feven o'clock he returned on board, and we hoifted in our boats,
parting company with our colours flying, and three hearty cheers.
Captain Portlock Steered for Hinchinbrooke Cove, and we kept
Standing for the paffage between Cape Hinchinbrooke and Montague ISland. During the night we had the wind at North Weft,
Still blowing a moderate breeze.
At four o'clock in the morning of the 15th, Cape Hinchinbrooke bore North Weft half Weft, about eight leagues diftant,
and the land to the Northward North 35 deg. Eaft ; the extremes
of Montague Ifland bore from South 55 deg. Weft, to Weft North
Weft. We founded in thirty- five fathom water, over a fandy bottom. At eight, Cape Hinchinbrooke bore North 63 deg. Weft.
During the former part of the day, the wind leffened, and at noon
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we had light variable airs. Great numbers of whales were feen
in almoft every direction, but particularly towards the land. Our
meridian altitude gave 59 deg. 48 min. North latitude, Cape
Hinchinbrooke bore North 65 deg. Weft, about twelve leagues
"diftant, and the South Weft point of Montague Ifland South 63
deg. Weft.
At feven in the afternoon we faw Kaye's Ifland, which-bore
North 40 deg. Eaft; we Still had light airs, with intervening
calms. Our latitude on the 16th, at noon, was 59 deg. 28 min.
North ; and the longitude 145 deg. 20 min. Weft. Kaye's Ifland
bore North 12 deg. Eaft. We had foundings from fifty to eighty
fathom water, over a muddy bottom. In the evening, the wind
Shifting to the Eaftward, we tacked at ten o'clock, and Stretched to
the Southward during the night. We founded at midnight, with
a line of 140 fathom, but found no bottom.
During the 17th and 18th, we had light variable winds, with
intervening calms ; the, weather' tolerably fine. In the afternoon
of the 18th, we faw Mount St. Elias, which at eight o'clock bore
North 29 deg. Eaft; and the South point of Kaye's ISland Weft.
In the afternoon of the 19th a Strong breeze came on at Eaft
North Eaft, and a heavy fwell fet in from the Southward. This
occafioned us to double-reef the top-fails ; but towards evening,
the weather grew moderate.
The greateft part of the 20th, we had light baffling winds, with
frequent calms; our latitude at noon was 59deg. 9 min. North;
and our longitude 143 deg. 34 min. Weft. Mount St. Elias bore
North by Eaft. At eight o'clock in the evening, a breeze luckily
Sprung
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Sprung up from tlje Weftward, attended with clear weather, which
enabled us again to Stand in for the coaft, which in this fituation
trends nearly Eaft and Wreft.
The weather in the forenoon of the 21ft was thick and hazy ;
the wind Still blowing a moderate Wefterly breeze. Our obfervation at noon gave 59 deg. 21 min. North latitude ; and longitude
141 deg. 34 min. Weft. At eight in the evening we hauled our
wind to the Northward, on feeing a low point of land, which bore
North 40 deg. Eaft; and the extremes of the land in fight bore
from North 32 deg. Weft, to North 76 deg. Eaft, about four miles
diftant. It not being prudent to Stand for the Shore during the
night, at nine o'clock we tacked, and Stretched to the Southward.
On founding, we had fixty fathom water, over a muddy bottom.
Early in the morning of the 2 2d, we tacked and Stood to the
Northward, but unfortunately had light variable airs, and thick
hazy weather; however, at nine o'clock we faw land bearing from
North Weft by North to Eaft North Eaft; and there being every
appearance of an inlet, Captain Dixon determined to examine it,
as there was a probability of finding inhabitants, and confequently
fome trade might be expected.
Light airs, and intervening calms the whole day, prevented our
getting in with the land ; the weather at the fame time being thick
and hazy. We had foundings from feventy to eighty-five fathom
water, over a muddy bottom.
At half paft two o'clock in the morning of the 23d, a light
breeze fpringing up from the Eaftward, we Stood in for the Weftermoft point of land, which was then about five miles diftant. At
four
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four o'clock, being within two miles of Shore, we founded in fortytwo fathom water, over a bottom of foft mud. The morning
proving very thick and hazy, at fix o'clock the whale-boat was
hoifted out, and Mr. Turner, our Second Mate, fent into a bay,
which bore North North Eaft, to look for anchoring ground.
-Soon after the boat was gone, we perceived a Single canoe with one
perfon in her, who feemed to be fifhing at the entrance of the bay.
We were greatly elated with this fight, as there was now a certainty
of finding inhabitants in the adjacent harbour.
At eight o'clock-Mr. Turner returned, and reported that he had
found an excellent harbour, and feen a number of inhabitants.
The breeze dying away, our yawl was hoifted out, and fent a-head
with the whale boat, in order to tow the veffel into the bay; but
by ten o'clock we found that all our towing was to no purpofe, the
tide running Strongly againft us. On this we immediately began
; to warp up the bay, but this got us a-head very Slowly, as we had
from forty-five to fifty fathom water, and as we advanced farther
into the bay, our foundings increafed.
The Situation Mr. Turner had pitched on for us to anchor in,
was round a low point to the Northward, about three miles up the
bay; but finding it impracticable to get there by day-light, though
every poffible exertion was made to effect it, we came to at eight
o'clock, with the fmall bower, in Sixty-five fathom water, over a
muddy bottom.
Our profpects now feem to brighten. Thou mayeft depend on
having an account of our fuccefs at this place the earlieft opportunity. Thine, &c.
W . B.
PORT MULGRAVE, 7
24th'May.
J
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HE extremes of the bay we came to anchor in, the evening
of the 23d of May, bore from Weft to North 42 deg. Weft;
and the point round which our intended harbour lay, North 20
deg. Eaft; our diftance from the Shore lefs than a mile. During
the time we were warping into the bay, Several canoes came alongside us. We accofted the people with fome of the words in uSe I
amongft the natives of Prince William's Sound, but they had not
the leaft idea of their meaning: indeed it was pretty evident at
firft fight, that thefe people were a different nation, from the construction of their canoes, which were altogether of wood, neatly
finifhed, and in Shape not very much unlike our whale-boats.

To the Southward of our prefent Situation was a narrow creek*
which appeared to lead a great diftance into the country, and
widened as it advanced in Shore.
Early in the morning of the 24th, we faw a number of the natives on the beach, near the entrance of this creek, making Signals
for us to come on Shore : a fmoke was alfo feen, which proceeded
from behind fome pines, at a fmall diftance round the point. On
this Captain Dixon went in the whale-boat to furvey the place,,
thinking it probable, from thefe circumstances, that the Indians
chiefly refided here ; and Should there be convenient anchorage, the
fituation would be a more eligible one than that found out by Mr.
Turner. He found a number of inhabitants, and two or three
temporary huts 1 but the entrance into the creek was too Shallow
to-
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to admit our veffel; fo'at eight o'clock, having a frefli Eafterly
breeze, we weighed anchor, and began to ply into the harbour to
the Northward. At two o'clock we came to anchor in eight fathom water, over a bottom of foft mud, within piftol Shot of the
Shore, and very near two large Indian huts.
We were now compleatly land-locked, being entirely furrounded
by low flat iflands, where fcarcely any fnow could be feen, and well
Sheltered from any wind or weather whatever.
The people feemed very well pleafed at our arrival, and a number
of them prefently came along-Side us. They foon understood what we
wanted, and an old man brought us eight or ten excefent fea otter
Skins. This circumflance, together with our having as yet {een no
beads, or other ornaments, or any iron implements, gave us reafon
to conclude, that no trading party had ever been here, and consequently that we Should reap a plentiful harveft; but our conjectures on this head were built on a fandy foundation ;• for on a further acquaintance with our neighbours, they Shewed us plenty of
beads, and the fame kind of knives and Spears we had feen in Prince
William's Sound; and as a melancholy proof that we only gleaned after more fortunate traders, what furs they brought to fell,
sxclufive of the fmall quantity juft mentioned, were of a very inferior Kind.
From the 25th of May to the iff of June, our trade was inconsiderable : we were frequently vifited by the people who lived in
the creek I juft now fpoke of, but they belonged to the fame tribe
witn our neighbours, and poffeffed very few furs of any confeqtience.
I have
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I have already obferved, that we were furrounded by a number
of fmall islands ; thefe forming various creeks and harbours, Cap. tain Dixon propofed Surveying the whole, hoping that fo extenfive
a found as this appeared to be, contained a much greater number
of inhabitants than.we had hitherto feen; but as yet the weather
had been fo thick and hazy, attended with constant rain, that this
defign was frustrated. However, the morning of the ift of June
proving tolerably clear, he went in the whale-boat at ten o'clock,
in order to examine the adjacent harbours, taking with him one of
the Indians who had frequently been on board, and who was a tole"
rably intelligent fellow, as a guide.
At five in the afternoon, Captain Dixon returned from his Survey, which had by no means anSwered his expectations. He had
found feveral huts Scattered here and there, in various parts of the.
Sound, but they were moftly inhabited by people whom we had
already feen; and there was not a Single Skin of any value amongft
them : indeed our fuccefs at this place fell greatly Short of what
we had reafon to expect, from its promising fituation, and the firft
appearance of inhabitants j but this poverty was not to be difcoveredon a Sudden, for though the whole that we purchafed here
confifted only of about Sixteen good fea otter Skins, two fine cloaks
of the earlefs marmot, a few racoons, and a parcel of very inferior
pieces and flips of beaver, fufficient to fill one jingle puncheon; yet
it was not till the 3d of June, (ten days from the time of our coming into the harbour) that we found the natives, fcanty Stock, of furs
not only exhausted, but that they had Stripped themfelves almoft
naked, to fpin out their trade as far as poffible. This tedious delay was occafioned by the flow, deliberate manner in which thefe
people conduct their traffic. Four or fix people come along-Side in
a canoe, and wait perhaps an hour before they give the leaft intiY
matron
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mation of having any thing to fell; they then, by Significant fhrugs
and gestures, hint at having brought fomething valuable to difpofe
of, and wifh to fee what will be given in exchange, even before
their commodity is expofed to view, for they are particularly careful in concealingcevery thing they bring to fell. Should this manoeuvre not fucceed, after much deliberation, their cargo is produced, and generally confifts of a few trifling pieces of old fea otter
Skins, and even then, a considerable time is taken up before the
bargain is concluded; fo that a whole day would frequently be
Spent in picking up a few trifles. Such, however, was our prefent
fituation, in regard to trade, that we patiently fubmitted to the
tantalizing method of thefe people, in hopes that fomething better
might poffibly be brought us; but finding they were Stripped almoft naked, and not the moft diftant probability of any better fuccefs-, Captain Dixon determined to leave this place the firft opportunity.
I Shall now endeavour to give thee fome account of this place,
and its inhabitants. As_ther_e is good reafon to fuppofe that we
were the firft difcoverers of this harbour, Captain Dixon named it
Port Mulgrave, in honour of the Right Honourable Lord Mulgrave. Our anchoring place is Situated in 59 deg. 32 min. North
latitude, and 140 deg. Weft longitude. How extenfive the found
is, I cannot fay ; it contains a number of fmall low iflands, but at
intervals, when the fog cleared up, we could difcern high mountainous land, to the Northward and Weftward, at about ten
leagues diftant, entirely covered with fnow, and which we judged
to be part of the continent. Thefe iflands, in common with the
reft of the coaft, are entirely covered with pines, of two or three
different fpecies, intermixed here and there with witch hazle, and
various kinds of bruSh-wood.
Shrubs
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1787. ftroyed by a cuftom extremely Singular, and what we had never met
june^ with before, neither do I recollect having feen it mentioned by any
Voyagers whatever.
An aperture is made in the thick part of the under lip, and increafed by degrees in a fine parallel with the mouth, and equally
long : in this aperture, a piece of wood is constantly wore, of an
eliptical form, about half an inch thick; the fuperficies not flat,
but hollowed out on each fide like a fpoon, though not quite fo
deep ; the edges are likewife hollowed in the form of at pully, in
order to fix this precious ornament more firmly in the lip, which
by this means is frequently extended at leaft three inches horizontally, and confequently diftorts every feature in the lower part of
the face. This curious piece of wood is wore only by the women,
and feems to be oonfidered as a mark of distinction, it not being
wore by all indifcriminately, but only thofe who appeared in a fuperior Station to the reft.
The language here is different from that of Prince William's
Sound, or Cook's River; it appears barbarous, uncouth, and difficult to pronounce: they frequently ufed the word Amcou, which
Signifies a Friend, or Chief, and their numerals reckon to ten ; but
I was not able to procure any farther Specimen of their language,
as they are very clofe and uncommunicative in their difpofitions.
Their habitations are the moft wretched hovels that can poffibly
be conceived ; a few poles Stuck in the ground, without order or
regularity, enclofed and covered with loofe boards, constitute an
Indian hut, and fo little care is taken in their construction, that
they are quite infufficient to keep out the fnow or rain : the numerous
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rous chinks and crannies ferve, however, to let out the fmoke, no
particular aperture being left for that purpofe.
The infide of thefe dwellings exhibits a compleat picture of dirt
and filth, indolence and lazinefs; in one corner are thrown the
bones, and remaining fragments of victuals left at their meals ; in
another are heaps of SiSh, pieces of Slinking flefh, greafe, oil, &c«
in Short, the whole ferved to Shew us, in how wretched a Slate it is
poflible for human beings to exift; and yet thefe people appear contented with their fituation, and probably enjoy a much greater
portion of happinefs and tranquillity, than is to be found under
-the gilded roofs of the moft defpotic monarch.
'Tis probable, that the chief reafon why thefe Indians take no
greater pains in the Structure of their habitations is, that their
fituation is merely temporary: no fooner does the mafter of a
tribe find game begin to grow fcarce, or fifh not fo plentiful as he
expected, than he takes down his hut, puts the boards into his
canoe, and paddles away to feek out for a fpot better adapted to his
various purpofes, which, having found, he prefently erects his
dwelling in the fame carelelefs manner as before.
I before took notice, that their fmall canoes were neatly finished;*
the very reverie is the cafe with their large ones; they are made
entirely of one large tree, rudely excavated and reduced to no particular Shape, but each end has the refemblance of a butcher's tray,
and generally are large enough to hold twelve or fourteen people.
Whilft we lay here, thefe people fupplied us very plentifully with
halibut, which we bought of them for beads and fmall toes. The
place
* One of thefe was brought home by Captain Dixon, a<? d is now in the poifeffion
of Sir Jofeph Banks, '
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<place where thefe halibut were caught, is in the offing round the
point of land we firft made in the morning of the 23d of May.
Our whale-boat was one day fent with feven hands to this place,
©n a fifhing party ; but their fuccefs was greatly inferior to that
of two Indians, who were -fifhing at the fame time, which is rather
extraordinary, if we confider the:apparent inferiority of their tackle
tO our's. Their hook is a large fimple piece of wood, the Shank at
leaft half an inch in diameter; that part which turns up, and which
forms an acute angle, is considerably fmaller, and brought gradually to a point: a flat piece of wood, about fix inches long, and
neartwoinches wide, is neatly laShed to the Shank, on the back of
which is rudely carved the reprefentation of an human face.
T cannot think that this was altogether deSigned as an ornament
to their hooks, but that it has fome religious allufion, and poffibly
is intended as a kind of Deity, to enfure their fuccefs in fifhing,
which is conducted in a Singular manner. They bait their hook
with a kind of fifh, called by the failors fquids, and having funk it
to the bottom, they fix a bladder to the end of the line as a buoy,
and Should that not watch Sufficiently, they add another. Their
lines are very Strong, being made of the finews or inteftines of ani;mala.
One man Is fuffieient to look after five or fix of thefe buoys 5
when he perceives a fifh bite, he is in no great hurry to haul up his
line, but gives him time to be well hooked; and when he has hauled the fifh .up to the furface of the water, he knocks him on the
bead with a Short club, provided for that purpofe, and afterwards
flows his prize away at his leiSure: this is done to prevent the
-halibut (which fometimes are very large) from damaging, or perhaps upfetting his canoe in their dying Struggles. Thus were we
2
fairly
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fairly beat at our own weapons, and the natives constantly bringing us plenty of SiSh, our boat was never fent on this bufinefs afterwards.
They drefs their victuals by putting heated Slones into a kind
of wicker baSket, amongft pieces of fifh, feal, porpoife, &c. and covered up clofe; fometimes they make broth and fifh foup by the
Same method, which they always preferred to boiling, though we*
. gave them fome brafs pans, and pointed out the mode of ufing^
them.
The Indians are particularly fond of chewing a plant, which ap->pears to be a fpecies of tobacco ; not content, however j with chewing it in its Simple Slate, they generally mix lime along with it,
and fometimes the inner rind of the pine-tree, together- with a»
rofinous fubftance extracted from it.
When we came into this harbour; on the 23d of "May, our a t tention was a good deal engaged by the fight of a number of white
rails, on a level piece of ground, not far from the creek which I
have already obferved was fituated to the Southward of us. Thefe :
rails were about a mile and half from the vefielj and appeared, at
that diftance, to be constructed with fuch order and-regularity,?.
that we concluded them beyond the reach of-Indian contrivance,and confequently that they were erected by fome civilized nation,*Captain Dixon, willing to be fatisfied in this particular, took .
an opportunity of going to the Spot, and to his great Surprize, .
found it to be a kind of burying-place, if I may be allowed;
to call that fo, where dead bodies are not deposited in the earth. .
The manner in which they difpofe of their dead is very remarkable:
they feparate the head from the body, and wrapping them in furs.i
the
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the head is put into a fquare box, the body in a kind of oblong
cheft. At each end of the cheft which contains the body, a thick
pole, about ten feet, long, is drove into the earth in a Slanting pofition, fo that the upper ends meet together, and are very firmly
lafhed with a kind of rope prepared for the purpofe.
About two feet from the top of this arch, a Small piece of timber goes acrofs, and is very neatly fitted to each pole : on this piece
of timber the box which contains the head isfixed,and very Strongly
fecured with rope ; the box is frequently decorated with two or
three rows of fmall Shells, and fometimes teeth, which are let into
the wood with great neatnefs and ingenuity; and as an additional
ornament, is painted with a variety of colours ; but the poles are
uniformly painted white. Sometimes thefe poles are fixed upright
in the earth, and on each fide the body, but the head is always fecured in the pofition already defcribed.
What ceremony is ufed by thefe people, in depositing their dead
in this manner, we never could learn, as nothing of the kind happened during our Slay in the harbour.
Befides the Skins I have mentioned already, we purchafed a few
bears, and fome land beaver; but I rather think, that the marmot
cloaks were procured by thefe people from fome neighbouring
tribe.
Toes were the article of trade held in the firft estimation here,
and next to thefe, pewter bafons were beft liked.
Beads ferved to purchafe pieces of Skins that were of little value;
but the deep blue, and final) green, were the only forts that would
i
be
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be taken in barter: indeed our traffic at this place was fo very circumfcribed, that there was not the leaft occafion to Shew the people
any great variety of articles, as it only ferved to diftract them in
their choice, and made their Slow method of trading Still more tedious.
I have now given thee fuch an account of this place, and its inhabitants, as my obfervations from time to time furnished me with :
thou art not to expect them methodical, or well digested ; however,
the perufal may ferve thee for a momentary amufement, and I perhaps may have an opportunity of adding a kind of fupplement previous to our leaving the coaft. We are now getting ready for fea.
Adieu.
W . B.
PORT MULGRAVE, 7

3d June.
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H E R E being no farther profpect of any trade in Port Mulgrave, Captain Dixon determined to leave it the firft opportunity ; and a breeze at South Eaft fpringing up at four o'clock in
the morning of the 4th of June, we carried a fmall anchor a-head,
and warped out of the harbour. At eight we made fail, and Stood
out of the found. At noon, the South point of the entrance into
Port Mulgrave bore South Eaft, and the North point North 85
•deg. Weft; the Southern bluff about five miles diftant.
Z
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Dining this afternoon, and the whole of the 5th, we had light
1. "-!_» variable winds, with calms by turns.
In the morning of the 6th, the land in fight bore from North
78 deg. Weft, to North 50 deg. Eaft; and the Weft point of the
bay we had left North 10 deg. Weft, about five leagues diftant.
Our obfervation at noon gave 59 deg. 13 min. North latitude; and
the longitude was 140 deg. 40 mm, Weft. A frefh Eafterly breeze
now Sprung up, and the day being tolerably clear, at four o'clock
in the afternoon, we faw Mount St. Elias, which bore North Weft
three quarters North, more than 20 leagues diftant.
Prom the 7 th to the 9th, the wind kept to the Eaftward, with
wet, hazy weather, during which time we plied to the Southward,
and confequently Stretched farther from the land than we could
have wifhed; the coaft in this part trending nearly from Eaft
South Eaft to Weft North Weft. Our obfervation at noon, on
the 8th, gave 57 deg. $q min. North latitude; and 141 deg. 25;
min. Weft longitude.
At one o'clock in the morning of the ioth, the wind Shifted to;
South Weft, which enabled us to Stand in for the coaft, to our
great fatisfaction. Our meridian altitude at noon gave 56 deg..
49 min. North latitude; and the longitude 140 deg. 11 min.
Weft.
During the remainder of the day, and the whole of the n t h ,
we had a frefh breeze from the Weftward, and kept Standing forthe coaft, which, however, we could not fee at any considerable diftance, the forenoon being thick and hazy. Our latitude at noon,.
57deg. 13 min. North;, longitude 136 deg. 26 min. Weft. At
x
half
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half paft two in the afternoon, we faw land, bearing from Weft
North Weft to Eaft South Eaft, about four miles diftant. The
Southermoft point of land appeared to be Cape Edgecombe, which
we Stood in for, and prefently found we were not mistaken. At
fix o'clock the cape bore North North Weft, and our distance from
Shore about a mile. We now opened a very large and extenfive
bay, which had every appearance of an excellent harbour. About
a mile to the Southward of the cape is a fmall ifland, and we Steered
right for the paffage betwixt that and the cape; but at feven
o'clock, feeing a quantity of rock-weed right a-head, Captain
Dixon judged it prudent to haul off Shore to the Southward, during
the night.
At one o'clock in the morning of the 12th, we tacked, and Stood
in for the bay, leaving the Small ifland juft mentioned to the Weftward, with a light breeze from North Weft by Weft. At four
o'clock our whale-boat was hoifted out, and fent a-head to found.
About fix o'clock we faw a large boat full of people, at a very confiderable distance out at fea, making towards us as faft as poffible;
She hoifted fomething which had the appearance of a white .flag,
but we could not distinguish, with the help of our glaffes, what
nation fhe belonged to; and various were our conjectures on this
head. Some of us judged them to be Ruffians ; and others thought
they poffibly might be Spaniards, who had been left here ever Since
the year 1775, at which time two Spanifh veffels were at anchor
near this place ; or that they belonged to fome Ship, which probably lay here at prefent: however, as they came nearer, we perceived it to be an Indian canoe, and on their coming up with uSj
we had the pleafure to find, that they belonged to the found we
were Steering for. They had feen our veffel the preceding evening,
and
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and on our Standing out to fea, had followed us, but loft fight of
the Ship during the night.
Soon after Six o'clock, the breeze dying away, our whale-boat
came on board, the yawl was hoifted out, and both boats fent
arhead, in order to tow the veffel into the bay. During this time,
we bought a few furs of trifling value, from our new acquaintance ; and they gave us to understand, that we Should find a
number of inhabitants, and plenty of furs, in the adjacent harbour. This piece of intelligence, though not abfolutely to be depended on, elated us not a little. What we had taken for a white
flag, on our firft feeing the canoe, was a tuft of white feathers
which they had hoifted at the top of a long pole, and which I understand to be an emblem of peace and friendship. At ten o'clock
we faw a bay to the Northward, which appeared to be well Sheltered from the wind ; and a breeze fpringing up, we Stood right in
for it. Mr. Turner was fent in the whale-boat up the found, to
look for a harbour ; and Mr. White, our Third Mate, was fent in
the yawl, into the bay a-head, in order to examine the foundings.
Soon after eleven o'clock Mr. Whke returned, and reported, that
the bay appeared to be an excellent place for the veffel to lay in,
there being good anchorage from eight to twelve fathom water,
over a fandy bottom.
After making a few Short boards, we came to anchor at twelve
o'clock, in eight fathom water, over a fandy bottom; the extremes
of the land forming the bay to the Northward, bore from South 3
deg. Weft to North 3 deg. Eaft; the point of land to the South
Eaft, South Eaft by South ; about three quarters of a mile diftant
from Shore. The harbour- to the Southward, and South Eaft by
Eaft, is well Sheltered by great quantities of rock-weed.
About
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About four in the afternoon, Mr. Turner returned from his
furvey in the whale-boat: he had found feveral harbours well Sheltered from any wind, but the bottom in general rocky; fo that
Captain Dixon determined to keep his prefent fituation, as it appeared well Sheltered from bad weather, and convenient for the inrhabitants to vifit us.
Whilft Mr. Turner was out in the whale-boat, he faw- a large
cave, formed by nature^in the fide of a mountain, about four miles
to the Northward of our anchoring birth : curiofity prompted him/
to,go on Shore, in order to examine it, as there appeared fomething
which, at a distance, looked "bright and fparkling. On getting,
into the cave, he found the object which attracted his attention to
be a fquarebox, with a human.head in it, depofited in the manner
already defcribed at Port Mulgrave ; the box was very beautifully
ornamented with fmall Shells, and feemed to have been left there very recently, being the only one in the place. This circumflance feems to Shew, that the natives of this place difpofe of their dead in
the fame manner as at Port Mulgrave, but probably make choice of
caves for that purpofe, in preference to the open air..
At day-light in the morning of the 13th, we had a number of '
canoes full of inhabitants along-fide; after a considerable time
fpent in Singing, a pretty brifk trade commenced, and we bought
a number of excellent otter Skins ; the people feemed far more
lively and alert than thofe we had left at Port Mulgrave; and from
every appearance, we had reafon to expect an excellent trade at
this place.
From this to the 16th, our trade went brifkly forward, but afterwards it began to decline, and feveral of the Indians left us, in
order to bring a further fupply of Skins from their neighbours.
Toes
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Toes are the article of traffic held in the firft estimation at this .
I""6'. _f place; but they always refufed fmall ones, wanting them in general from eight to fourteen inches long. Befides thefe, we traded
with pewter bafons, hatchets, howels, buckles, rings, &c. Of thefe
the bafons were beft liked; for though the hatchets and howels
were obvioufly the moft ufeful tools thefe people could poffibly
have, yet they were only taken in exchange for furs of inferior value. - Beads of every fort were constantly refufed with contempt,
w h e n offered by way of barter, and would fcarcely he accepted as
prefents.

'

In the evening of the 16th, a frefh gale of wind came on from
the Southward, which caufed a very heavy fea to fet into the bay.
W e were preparing to Strike the top-mafts, when fortunately, about
midnight, the weather moderated. This circumflance, however,
ferved to Shew us, that the bay was not fo fecurely Sheltered from
bad weather as we at firft imagined.
F r o m the 17th to the 21ft, our trade gradually fell off; and t o - .
wards the laft, they brought us fcarcely any thing but rubbifh, being pieces of old cloaths nearly wore o u t ; however, we had no reafon to complain of their backwardnefs in parting with what little
trade they had left; their conduct in this particular being quite
the reverfe to that of our old friends in Port Mulgrave.
Amongft the people who came to trade with us, was an old
man, who feemed remarkably intelligent: he gave us to understand, that a good while ago there had been two veffels at anchor
• near this place, one of which was considerably larger than o u r ' s ;
that they carried a great number of guns, and that the people refembled us in colour and drefs. H e Shewed us a white Shirt they
had
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had given him, and which he feemed to regard as a great curiofity:
on examining it, we found it made after the.Spanifh fafhion, and
immediately judged thefe veffels defcribed by this Indian to be the
Spaniards who (as I have already related) were on this coaft in the
year 1775.
In the Journal of the Spanifh Voyage, published by the Honourable Daines Barrington, the Spaniards are faid to have anchored
in 57 deg. 18 min. North latitude : we now lay in 57 deg. 3 min..
North latitude; and the old man, when defcribing the Situation of
the above Ships, always pointed up the found, t o the Northward,which helped to confirm us in our opinion, that the people defcribed by him muft have been the Spaniards. Should this conjecture
be right, it fufficiently proves, that this place is feldom vifited by
Europeans ; for in that cafe, a variety of Ships would have rendered the accounts of our new acquaintance confufed and imperfect:.on the contrary, his remarks were always clear and pertinent, and
uniformly tended to defcribe the fame object..
During this time, though trade principally engaged our attention, yet a number of fubordinate, though neceffary employments,,
were carried on; parties were frequently fent on Shore, fome to cut
fire-wood, others to fill up our water, and the carpenters cut a
fpare top-maft, and feveral fpars, for various purpofes. The water was procured from a fmall river round a point of land, at the
diftance of a mile from the Ship.
At firft,. the natives behaved civilly enough, and fuffered our
people to follow their various employments unmolested; but they
foon grew very troublefome, and attempted to pick their pockets,
and even to Steal their faws and axes in the moft open, daring
manner;
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1787. rmanner ; indeed they could fcarcely be restrained from thefe pro^june. ^ ceedings without violence; but this it was neither our intereft or
inclination to offer, if it could poffibly be avoided. Our people
were never fent on Shore without being well armed ; and luckily,
the Sight of a few mufquets kept them in a kind of awe, as they had
frequently feen Captain Dixon Shoot birds, which had given them
.an idea of the fatal effects of fire-arms ^ fo that our bufinefs on
Shore was compleated without coming to an open quarrel with
thefe people
In my next I may, perhaps, give thee fome further account of
this place, which Captain Dixon distinguished by the name of Norfolk Sound, in honour of his Grace the Duke of Norfolk; and I
- Sincerely wifh, that what little I have already faid, respecting
our fuccefs, may give thee half the pleafure it has given to thine
^ffuredly,
W . B.
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O R F O L K Sound, at leaft that part where we lay at anchor, is Situated in 57 deg. 3 min. North latitude ; and 135
-deg. 36 min. Weft longitude. In that Situation, Mount Edgecombe bore from us Weft by South, a very few miles diftant. It
is a very extenfive place, but how far it Stretches to the Northward,
I cannot fay; though I have no doubt of there being a paffage
2
through

if;
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through to the Bay ofIflands, which, thou mayeft remember, we look- 1787.
ed for in vain to the Weftward of Cape Edgecombe, when on the June.
coaft laft year. Had the wind permitted us, to have looked round
the South Eaft point of the cape, agreeable to our intention in the morning of the 15th of September laft, we without doubt Should
have found our prefent harbour. During the greateft part of the .
time we lay here, the weather was pretty moderate, the mean of the :
thermometer 48 deg. the wind generally light, -and varying from \
South Eaft to South Weft.
The Shore here, in common with the reft of the coaft, abounds
with pines; there is alfo greater quantities of the witch hazle here,
than we had hitherto met with. We found various kinds of flowering trees and Shrubs, amongft which were wild goofeberries, currants, and rafberries; wild parfley is found here- in great plenty;
we picked great quantities of it, and it eats excellently, either as a
fallad, or boiled amongft foup. The faranne, or wild lilly-root,
grows here in great plenty and perfection.
There are very few wild geefe or ducks feen here, and thofe Shy
and difficult of approach. Captain Dixon, as I before obferved,
was frequently on Shore with his fowling-piece; but he Shot any
thing that came in his way indifcriminately, his chief motive being
rather to Shew the Indians the effects of fire-arms, than to purfue
game ; and the event Shewed that his intention was compleatly anfwered.
The inhabitants frequently caught halibut, and we faw large
quantities of falmon frequently hung up on Shore to dry, but they
were not very willing to fell it, which Shews, that fiSh is a principal and favourite article of food here: we indeed purchafed a few
Aa
falmon,
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falmon, but they were of a very inferior kind to thofe we met with
in Cook's River. Fifh, however, being the only frefh provifion in
our power to obtain, our whale-boat was frequently fent out with
fix hands to catch fiSh for the Ship's company; they were always
tolerably fuccefsful, catching great numbers of fine rock-fiSh, and
fome hake, but very few halibut.
Whether fhe method of fifhing here is the fame with that at
Port Mulgrave, I cannot fay, as we never had an opportunity of
feeing them at that employment. There are great quantities of
mufcles in fome parts of the found, together with a few crabs,
ftar-fiSh, &c.
I endeavoured to make a calculation of the number of inhabitants who refide in the found, and its environs; the greateft number I ever faw about the Ship at one time, was 175, including women and children. Were I to estimate thefe at half the number who
live here, it would perhaps not be far from the truth; but fuppofing an allowance to be made for the aged and infirnx, and for
thofe who were abfent, engaged in hunting, fifhing, &c. I think
450 people will be the whole of the natives found here, taking the
computation in its utmoft extent, and including men, women, and
children.
Thefe people in their make, Shape, and features, are pretty much
the fame with thofe we faw in Port Mulgrave; their faces are alSb
painted with a variety of colours; the women, too, ornament, or
rather distort rheir lips in the fame manner as I have already defcribed ; and it Should feem, that the female who is ornamented
with the largeft piece of wood, is generally moft refpected by her
friends, and by the community in general.
This
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This curious operation of cutting the under lip of the females,
never takes place during their infancy, but from every obfervation
I was able to make, feems confined to a peculiar period of life.
When the girls arrive to the age of fourteen or fifteen, the center
of the under lip, in the thick part near the mouth, is Simply perforated, and a piece of copper wire introduced to prevent the aperture from clofing; the aperture afterwards is lengthened, from time
to time, in a line parallel with the mouth, and the wooden ornaments are enlarged in proportion, till they are frequently increafed
to three, or even four inches in length, and nearly as wide, but this
generally happens, when the matron is advanced in years, and confequently the mufcles are relaxed; fo that poffibly old age may
obtain greater refpect than this very Singular ornament.
The manners and difpofition of the people here, approach nearer
to thofe in Cook's River, and Prince William's Sound, than our
friends in Port Mulgrave; but this may, perhaps, in fome meafure, be accounted for from their enlarged fociety, and their conftant intercourfe with each other.
Their traffic, and indeed all their concerns, fo far as fell under
my obfervation, appear to be conducted with great order and regularity; they constantly came along-fide to trade with us-at daylight in the morning, and never failed to fpend more than half an
hour in Singing before the traffic commenced. The Chief of the
tribe has always the entire management of all the trade belonging
' to his people, and takes infinite pains to difpofe of their furs advantageoufly.
Should a different tribe come along-fide to trade, whilst he is
trading, they wait with patience till he has done, and if in their
Aa2
opinion,

187
1787.
June.

I
ihV-

A

VOYAGE

TO

THE

opinion he has made a good market, they frequently employ, him
t o fell their Skins : fometimes, indeed, they are extremely jealous of
each other, and ufe every precaution to prevent their neighbours
from obferving what articles they obtain in exchange for their
commodities.
Abouttwelve o'clock they constantly left the Ship, and went on
--Shore, where they Staid about an hour, which time, as we had frequent opportunities of obferving, was taken up in eating. This
evidently Shews, that they have at leaft one fixed meal in the day,
and that it is regulated by the fun. They likewife frequently left
>us about four in the afternoon; but this time was not fo exactly
-obferved as at noon. Towards the evening we in general had far
the greateft number of vifitants; but by this time the trade of the
•day was pretty well over, and numbers came only by way of relaxation, after the fatigue of their various employments, though,
fometimes we had excellent fkins brought us in the evening, by
traders who had been out during the day amongft. their neighbours
in the adjacent harbours.
It was one fine evening, when we were furrounded "both by traders and people brought by curiofity, that I counted 175 people, as
I have before obferved; and I am pretty confident, that the conclufion I drew from that estimate, will be the extreme number of
inhabitants living in this found.
When the traffic of the day is pretty well over, they begin to Sing,
and never leave off till the approach of night; thus beginning and
ending the day in the fame manner.
One
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One peculiar cuftom I took notice of here, which as yet we had
been Strangers to. The moment a Chief has concluded a bargain, he
repeats the word Coocoo thrice, with quicknefs, and is immediately
anfwered by all the people in his canoe with the word Whoah, pronounced in a tone of exclamation, but with greater or lefs energy,
in proportion as the bargain he has made is approved of.
The cloaths wore univerfally on the coaft are made of Skins
fewed together in various forms, and which I will endeavour'to
defcribe more particularly by and bye; I juft mention them now
from a remarkable circumflance. One of the Chiefs who came to
trade with us, happening one day to eaft his eyes on a piece of
Sandwich Ifland cloth, which hung up in the Shrouds to dry, became very importunate to have it given him. The man to whom
the cloth belonged, parted with it very willingly, and the Indian
was perfectly overjoyed with his prefent. After felling what furs
he had brought with great difpatch, he immediately left us, and
paddled on Shore, without favouring us with a parting fong, as is
generally the cuftom. Soon after day-light the nexjt morning, our
friend appeared along-Side, dreffed in a coat made of the Sandwich
Ifland cloth given him the day before, and cut exactly in the form
of their Skin-coats, which greatly refemble a waggoner's frock, except the collar and wrift-bands. The Indian was more proud of
his new acquired drefs than ever London beau was of a birth-day
fuit, and we were greatly pleafed with this proof of thefe people's
ingenuity and difpatch; the coat fitted exceedingly well; the feams
were fewed with all the Strength the cloth would admit of, and with
a degree of neatnefs equal to that of an English mantua-maker.
I was one day endeavouring to get the meaning of fome words in
their language from one of the Chiefs, and on pointing to the Sun,
he
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he took great pains to make me understand, that notwithstanding
our apparent fuperiority in poffeffing various ufeful articles, which
they did not, yet that our origin was the fame with their's, that
they came from above as well as we, and that the Sun animated
and kept alive every creature in the univerfe. Thefe notions of
the Chief immediately brought to my recollection thofe beautiful
lines of Pope, in his Effay on Man.

)

"
"
"
"
K
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"
"
"
"
"
"
"

L o ! the poor Indian whofe untutor'd mind,
Sees God in clouds, or hears him in the wind,
His foul, proud fcience never taught to ftray,
Far as the folar walk or milky way,
Yet fimple nature to his hope has giv'n
Behind the cloud-topt hill an humble Heav'n;
Some fafer world in depth of woods embrac'd,
Some happier ifland in the watry wafte,
Where flaves once more their native land behold,
N o fiends torment, no Chriftians thirft for gold.
To be, contents his natural defire,
He afks no angel's wing, no feraph's fire,
But thinks admitted to that equal iky,
Hisf|feithful dog (hall bear him company."

The Indians here alluded to by Pope, are undoubtedly thofe of
South America; yet many of thefe lines are applicable to the people on this fide of the continent. The man I have juft been fpeaking
of had, no doubt, fome idea of a Supreme Being; and if we admit
the probability of their morning and evening fongs being intended
as a kind of adoration to that Supreme Being, it will ferve to give
us no very inadequate idea of their religion.
The canoes here are constructed in much the fame manner as
thofe at Port Mulgrave; but the large ones are finished in a more
com-
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compleat and workman-like manner, and hold from Sixteen to
twenty people.
Befides their ordinary drefs, the natives at this place have a peculiar kind of cloaks made purpofely to defend them from the inclemency of the weather. I had no opportunity of examining them
minutely, but they appear to be made of reeds fewed very clofely
together, and I was told by one of our gentlemen who was with
Captain Cook during his laft Voyage, that they are exactly the fame
with thofe wore by the inhabitants of New Zealand.
In regard to the language here, I have fome reafon to think it is
nearly the fame with that at Port Mulgrave; however, as it may
perhaps be in my power to obtain fome further information reflecting this article before we leave the coaft, I will refume the fubject at a future opportunity.
I have already mentioned, that our trade feemed nearly over by
the2 ill June, and we perceived on the 22d the natives were Stripped of every thing worth carrying away, fo that it was determined
to leave this place the firft fair wind.
Our fuccefs at this place, if it did not anfwer our moft fanguine
expectations, was neverthelefs by far the-moft encouraging we had
hitherto met with. We piirchafed about two hundred excellent
fea otter Skins, a good quantity of inferior pieces of fea otter, together with a large parcel of indifferent pieces and flips; about one
hundred good feals, and a great number of fine beaver tails.
The various articles ufed by us in barter, I have already fpecified ; as alfo the different degrees of estimation they are held in;
iron,
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iron, however, mayjuftly be reckoned the Staple commodity, every
thing elfe depending, in a great meafure, on fancy' and caprice.
Seals and beaver tails we brought to a regular Standard price, a.
ring being uniformly given for a tail or a feal-Skin ; fo that that
part of our traffic was quickly difpatched.
We now wait only for a fair wind to carry us from this place.
Flufhed with our late fuccefs, we are willing to hope, that the coaft
will yet afford us things of far greater confequence. Be this as it
may, thou mayeft expect at every opportunity to hear from thine
ever,
W . B.
NORFOLK SOUND, ?
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A R L Y in the morning of the 23d of June, a light Wefterly
breeze fpringing up, we unmoored, and at fix o'clock weighed
anchor, and made fail. On getting in our fmall bower, we found
about twenty fathom of the cable cut by the rocks, and being unfit
for fervice, it was condemned.

E

At noon, Cape Edgcombe bore North 65 deg. Weft, about three
miles diftant from Shore, and our meridian altitude gave 56 deg.
48 min. North latitude. Captain Dixon's intention was to keep
well
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well in with the land all along the coaft, in order to examine every
..place where there was a probability of finding inhabitants. In the
afternoon the breeze freshened, and at fix o'clock we faw a fine entrance, bearing Eaft North Eaft, on which we Shortened fail, and
Stood in for it. On our approaching nearer in with the land, the
channel a-head had the appearance of a river from the North ; but
the tide fetting Strongly out of it, and the wind Shifting to the
Northward, we Stood into a fine harbour, which now opened to
the South Eaft. At the entrance we had foundings from fifty to
Sixty fathom water, over a rocky bottom ; but as we advanced farther in, the foundings leSIened to twenty-one fathom, with mud,
on which we came to an anchor, being compleatly land-locked, and
within mufquet Shot of the Shore, both to the Southward and
Northward.
Though this appeared a moft eligible fpot for the natives to take
up their abode in, yet no people were to be feen. On this, a four
: pounder was fired in the evening, in order to excite the curioSity of
I the inhabitants, if there Should be any within hearing.
The morning of the 24th was very fine, but no Indians to be
feen, on which the whale-boat was hoifted out, and Captain Dixon
went in her to look for inhabitants, in the adjacent creeks and harbours. A paffage up a corner of the bay, to the Eaftward of our
Station, was the place which firft engaged his attention: he returned from thence about twelve o'clock, but withoi
The creek run a considerable diftance in land, and tern
the foot of a mountain, from whence it received a .copious fupply
of freSh water, occafioned by the heat of the fun melting the fnow
on the tops of the mountains, and which now had fuch power as to
fupply a conftant rivulet.
Bb
Near
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Near this place were the veftiges of an Indian hut, which feemed
1787. •
June. to have been recently taken away, and probably had been the temporary habitation of fome hunting party. Various kinds of flowers and flowering Shrubs, were fpringing up in the valley near the
rivulet, and though no inhabitants were found here, yet the place
feems peculiarly eligible for a fummer residence, and more fo, as.
there is a probability of meeting with plenty of fine falmon ; fo
that I have little doubt of its being constantly frequented by the
natives, farther on in the feafon.
After dinner, Captain Dixon went to examine the paffage to the
Northward. The afternoon being very fine, our furs were got upon
deck, and fpread out to air; they had not received the leaft damage
by being packed in puncjieons; fome of the inferior ones were
grown mouldy, but that, when dry, was eafily rubbed off. Captain Dixon not returning when the evening came on, we began to.
feel a good deal of anxiety for his fafety, though he had feven people in the boat well armed ; however, about eleven o'clock we wererelieved from our fears by the boat's return; they had not met
with the leaft veftige of any inhabitants, though they had been at
leaft fix leagues diftant from the veffel.

mi

Several of our powder-barrels being unhooped, and the powder
grown wet and damp, this harbour was judged a moft eligible Spot
to dry the powder, and get the barrels repaired, efpecially as the
weather was remarkably clear and ferene; fo at eight in the morning of the 25th, the gunner took the powder on Shore, and thecooper was fent to repair the caSks. In the mean time, Captain
Dixon went in the boat to examine about the entrance into this
harbour, as we had taken notice, in the afternoon of the 23d, of
fome inlets to the Southward anjd Weftward. The day proved:
remark-
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remarkably fine. The powder was got ir to very good order, and
brought on board early in the afternoon. The carpenters were on
Shore, and cut a top-maft, and feme fpars For various ufes.
About feven o'clock Captain Dixon returned, having met with
no better fuccefs than before ; he had been in feveral bays at a considerable distance from the harbour, but could not perceive the
leaft traces of people or habitations.
This harbour is Situated in 56deg. 35 min. North latitude; and
135 deg. Weft longitude : it obtained the name of Port Banks, in
honour of Sir Jofeph Banks. The profpect at Port Banks, though
rather confined, yet has fomething in it more pleating and romantic
I than any we had feen on the coaft. The land to the Northward
and Southward rifes to an elevation fufficient to convey every idea
of winter ; and though its Sides are perpetually covered with fnow,
yet the numerous pines which ever and anon pop out their buShy
heads, entirely divert it of that dreary and horrific eaft with the
barren mountains to the North Weft of Cook's River. To the
Eaftward, the Sand is confiderably lower, and the pines appear to
grow in the moft regular and exact order : thefe, together with the
brufh-wood and Shrubs on the furrounding beaches, form a moft
beautiful contrail to the higher land, and render the appearance of
the whole truly pleafing and delightful.

!

As our Slaying here any longer was only a needlefs wafte of time,
at half paft three o'clock in the morning of the 26th, we weighed
anchor, and, it being calm, fent the boats a-head to tow the veffel
out of the bay. The weather had been very fine during the Short
time we lay here, and generally calm ; the mean of the thermometer 50 deg.
Bb 2 .
About
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About ten o'clock we were got well into the entrance we came in
by, but the wind fet right in, with a thick fog, fo that we were
obliged to make feveral boards before we could get clear of the
land. Our meridian altitude gave 56 deg. 30 min. North latitude ;
and the longitude was. 135 deg. 35 min. Weft.
The afternoon and evening continuing foggy, we Stood to the
Southward during the night, and at day-light in the morning of
the 27th, Stood again to the Eaftward. At eleven in the forenoon,
the day being tolerably clear, we faw land, which had the appearance of two rocky iflands, bearing North Eaft, on which we Steered
directly for them. At noon the land in fight bore from North
18 deg. Eaft, to North 50 deg. Eaft, four miles diftant. Our latitude was 55 deg. 52 min. North; and our longitude 134 deg.
54 min. Weft.
On our approaching Still nearer the land, there was every appearance of a fine bay, the furthest point to the Eaftward bearing
North 35 deg. Eaft; and the Weftermoft point, which was very
rocky, North 45 deg. Weft, two miles diftant.
At three o'clockthe whale-boat was hoifted out, and Mr. Turner fent to found the entrance into the bay, and look for a harbour.
He returned at five o'clock, and reported, that the greater part of
the bay was Shoal water, and that there was no probability of
meeting with a convenient birth to anchor in.
At fix o'clock the weather turned hazy, with frequent fqualls,
which caufed us to double reef the top-fails, and haul by the wind
to the Southward. At eight o'clock the land bore from North 60
deg.
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deg. Eaft to Weft; and the extremes of a large ifland from North
6 deg. Eaft, to North 26 deg. Weft.
The weather in the morning of the 28th, was thick and hazy,
attended with a frefh breeze from the Weftward. In the courfe of
the forenoon, we faw land to the Northward and Weftward, about
four miles distant; but the weather Still continued fo very hazy,
that it was by no means prudent to Stand clofe in with it.
About three in the afternoon, the day clearing up, we had a good
view of the land, the extremes of which bore from North 12 deg.
Eaft to South 65 deg. Eaft, and an opening, which had the appearance of a deep bay. North 47 deg. Eaft, about three leagues distant..
We Steered directly for this bay, expecting to find a harbour,
but on approaching quite clc# to the land, we found it a Straight
bold Shore, without the leaft Shelter. The Northermofl point is a.
1 remarkably high barren rock, and was covered with an innumeI rable quantity of various kinds of birds.
During the night, and the forenoon of the 29th, we plied occasionally, the weather being thick and hazy. Our#titude at noon,.
was 55 deg. 18 min. North; and the longitude 134 deg. 56 min.
[ Weft. At three o'clock in the afternoon, we had a fight of the
Hand, the extremes of which bore from North Weft to South Eaft
by Eaft.
During the night, and the forenoon of the 30th, we had light
variable winds, the weather Still thick and hazy, which occafioned
us to make frequent boards, always endeavouring to keep as near
the coaft as was confiftent with prudence. At noon we faw land
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to the Northward and Saftward, about four leagues diftant; our
meridian altitude gave 55 deg. 13 min. North latitude. We faw
the appearance of an 'h let, bearing North 58 deg. Eaft; but light
variable winds prevent -d us from making,ang great progrefs towards it; however, a reSh Wefterly breeze fpringing up at five
o'clock, we were enabl d to Stand right in for the paffage ; but this
was of Short continua: ice, the breeze foon dying away, and was
• fucceeded with light w nds, in almoSt every direction.
At eight o'clock we Saw an ifland to the Northward, which bore
from North Eaft by Eaft, to Eaft by North, about four leagues
diftant; the weather during the night was moderate and hazy.
At feven o'clock in the morning of the iftofjuly, having a freSh
Wefterly breeze, we Stretched to the South Eaft, the land in fight
bearing from North 22 deg. Weft, 40 South Eaft half Eaft, and
the body of an ifland feen the preceding evening, North 30 deg.
Eaft, fix miles diftant. At noon, we faw a deep bay, which bore
North Eaft by Eaft; the extreme point to the Northward North
Eaft by North ; and the Eaftermoft land South Eaft, about feven
leagues diftant. Our latitude was 54 deg. 22 min. North; and
the longitude 133 deg. 50 min. Weft.
During the afternoon, we had light variable winds, on which
we flood to the Northward, for fear we Should get to leeward of
the bay in fight, and we were determined to make it if poffible, as
there was every probability of meeting with inhabitants.
During the night we had light variable airs in every direction,
together with a heavy fwell from the South Weft § fo that in the
morning of the 2d, we found our every effort to reach the bay ineffectual ;
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effectual; however, a moderate breeze fpringing up at North Eaft,
we Stood in for the land clofe by the wind with our Starboard tacks
on board. At feven o'clock, to our very great joy, we faw feveral
canoes full of Indians, who appeared to have been out at fea,
making towards us. On their coming up with the veffel, we
found them to be a fifhing party ; but fome of them wore excellent beaver cloaks, the fight of which
but at prefent I muft lay
down my pen, with a promife to refume it foon. Thine affuredly,,
W . B.
OFF QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S ISLANDS, 7

July4th.
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D O U B T not but thou haft cenfured me in " good, fet, holiday terms," for the abrupt conclusion of my laft, at a time
when we were becoming the favourites of fortune ; but I hope now
to make thee ample amends for this hiatus, by an account of the
'fuccefs we have met with, and which equals our moft fanguine
expectations.

I

The Indians we fell in with in the morning of the 2d of July,
tftd not feem inclined to difpofe of their cloaks, though we endeavoured to tempt them by exhibiting various articles of trade, fuch
as toes, hatchets, adzes, howels, tin kettles, pans, &c. their attention feemed entirely taken up with viewing the veffel, which they
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a£gajently did with marks of wonder and furprize. This we looked
on as a good omen, and the event Shewed, that for once we were
not mistaken.
After their curiofity, in fome meafure, fubfided, they began to
trade, and we presently bought what cloaks and Skins they had got,
in exchange for toes, which they feemed to like very much.
They made Signs for us to go in towards the Shore, and gave us
to understand, that we Should find more inhabitants, and plenty of
furs.
By ten o'clock we were within a mile of the Shore, and faw the
village where thefe Indians dwelt right a-breaft of us : it confifted
of about fix huts, which appeared to be built in a more regular
form than any we had yet feen, and the fituation very pleafant, but
the Shore was rocky, and afforded no place for us to anchor in.
A bay now opened to the Eaftward, on which we hauled by the
wind, which blew pretty freSh from the Northward and Eaftward,
and Steered directly for it. During this time, Several of the people
whom we traded with in the morning, had been on Shore, probably
to Shew their newly acquired bargains ; but on feeing us Steer for
the bay, they prefently pufhed after us, joined by feveral other
canoes.
As we advanced up the bay, there appeared to be an excellent
harbour, well land-locked, about a league a-head; we had foundings from ten to twenty-five fathom water, over a rocky bottom,
but unluckily, the harbour trended right in the wind, and at one
o'clock the tide fet fo Strongly againft us, that we found itimpofiifole to make the harbour, as we loft ground every board, on which

NORTH-WEST

C O A S T OF AMERICA.

20

we hove the main top-fail to the mall, in order to trade with the 1787.
Indians.
. ^ '
A fcene now commenced, which abfolutely beggars all defcription, and with which we were fo overjoyed, that we could fcarcely
believe the evidence of our fenfes. There were ten canoes about the
Ship, which contained, as nearly as I could estimate, 120 people;
many of thefe brought moft beautiful beaver cloaks; others excellent Skins, and, in Short, none came empty handed, and.the rapidity with which they fold them, was a circumflance additionally
pleafing; they fairly quarrelled with each other about which
Should fell his cloak firft; and fome actually threw their furs on
board, if nobody was at hand to receive them; but we took particular care to let none go from the veffel unpaid. Toes were almoft
the only article we bartered with on this occafion, and indeed they
were taken fo very eagerly, that there was not the leaft occafion to
offer any thing elfe. In lefs than half an hour we purchafed near
300' beaver Skins, of an excellent quality; a circumstance which
greatly raifed ourfpirits, and the more, as both the plenty of fine
furs, and the avidity of the natives in parting with them, were convincing proofs, that no traffic whatever had recently been carried
on near this place, and confequently we might expect a continuation of this plentiful commerce. That thou mayeft form fome
idea of the cloaks we purchafed here, I fhall juft obferve, that they
generally contain three good fea otter Skins, one of which is cut in
two pieces, afterwards they are neatly fewed together, fo as to form
a fquare, and are loofely tied about the Shoulders with fmall leather Strings faftened on each fide.
At three o'clock, our trade being entirely over, and the wind frill
againft us, we made fail, and Stood out of the bay, intending to
C c
try
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try again for the harbour in the morning. At eight o'clock the
points of the bay we had lately left, bore from North 19 deg. Eaft
to Eaft, about three leagues diftant. During the night we Stretched to the Southward and Weftward, plying as occafion required.
In the morning of the 3d, we had a frefh Easterly breeze, and
fqually weather, with rain ; but as we approached the land, it
grew calm ; and at ten o'clock, being not more than a mile diftant
from Shore, the tide fet us Strongly on a rocky point to the Northward of the bay, on which the whale-boat and yawl were hoisted
out and fent a-head, to tow the veffel clear of the rocks.
Several canoes came along-fide, but we knew them to be our
friends whom we had traded with the day before, and found that
they were Stripped of every thing worth purchasing, which made
ns lefs anxious of getting into our propofed harbour, as there was
a greater probability of our meeting with freSh fupplies of furs to
the Eaftward. At three o'clock a freSh breeze fpringing up, we
hoifted in the boats, and the weather turning hazy, we Stretched to
the South Weft, tacking occafion ally during the night.
In the morning of the 4th the land in fight bore from North 75
deg. Eaft to South 48 deg. Eaft, about four leagues diftant. At
noon the head of the bay we firft made, and which I fhall distinguish by the name of Cloak Bay, bore nearly Eaft, about four leagues
diftant. Our meridian alitude gave 54 deg. 14 min. North latitude; and the longitude was 133 deg. 23 min. Weft. We found
the variation of the compafs to be 24 deg. 28 min. Easterly.
During the afternoon we had a frefh Northerly breeze, and
cloudy weather. At three o'clock we fay a bay to the Eaftward,
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on which we hauled on a wind, and Stood towards i t ; but finding
no appearance of a harbour, nor any Sign of inhabitants, when at
two miles distance from the land, we bore away to the Southward.
; At eight o'clock we tacked and Stood to the Weftward; the extremes of the land at that time bore from North to South 48 deg.
Eaft, about four miles diftant from Shore.
During the night we had light baffling winds, with intervening
calms; but in the morning of the 5th, a breeze fprung up from
the North Weft. During the forenoon we Stood in for the Shore,
making occasional boards, in order that we might lofe as little
ground as poffible. At noon the land in fight bore from South
58 deg. Eaft to North 11 deg. Weft, distance from Shore about
three miles. Our meridian altitude gave 53 deg. 48 min. North
latitude.' In the afternoon feveral canoes came along-Side, bringing a number of good cloaks, which they difpofed of very eagerly;
but trade feemed now to have taken a different turn; brafs pans,
pewter bafons, and tin kettles, being the articles moft efteemed by
thefe people.
The wind continuing Steady at North Weft, Captain Dixon
judged it more advantageous for us to ply along Shore, as circumstances required, than come to anchor, efpecially as we had every
reafon to conclude, that the natives did not live together in one
focial community, but were fcattered about in different tribes, and
probably at enmity with eaclv other. At eight o'clock the extremes
of the land in fight bore from North 20 deg. Weft to South 60
deg. Eaft, and a kind of inlet or bay North 70 deg. Eaft ; four
miles distant from Shore.
CC2
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The Indians did not leave us till evening came on, and gave us
to understand, that they would return in the morning with more
furs.
During the night, the weather was moderate, with a Steady
North Wefterly breeze; fo that in the morning of the 6th, we were
well in with the land. In the forenoon our new friends returned,,
according to their promife, with fome excellent fea otter cloaks,
which they difpofed of with the fame facility as before. Our latitude at noon was 53 deg. 34 min. North; the extremes of the
land bore from South 58 deg. Eaft to North 25 deg. Weft.
The breeze frefhening, we hove to in order to give the Indians a
better opportunity, of trading, and by two o'clock we had entirely
Stripped them.
Thefe people were evidently a different tribe from that we met
with in Cloak Bay, and not fo numerous; I could not reckon up
more than feventy-five or eighty perfons along-fide at one time.
The furs in each canoe feemed to be a distinct property, and the
people were particularly careful to prevent their neighbours from
feeing what articles they bartered for. Soon after two o'clock the
Indians left us; on which we made fail, and Stood along Shore, tacking as occafion required.
Since the 2d, we had coafted along Shore more' than thirty miles,
and now meeting with a frefh tribe of Indians, we were convinced
that this plan was attended with better and Speedier fuccefs than
our laying at anchor could poffibly be. At eight o'clock the extremes of the land in fight bore from North 10 deg. Eaft to South
75 deg. Eaft ; our diftance from. Shore about fix miles. The weather

N O R T H - W E S T COAST OF A M E R I C A .
ther during the night was moderate, and we plied to the Southward and Weftward, making boards as occafion required.
In the morning of the 7th we Stood in for the land, and at ten
o'clock, feeing a deep bay which bore North North Weft, we hauled
on a wind, and Steered directly for it, thinking it probably might
be inhabited; but on approaching well in with the land, there was
no appearance of a harbour, or any inhabitants, on which we bore
away to the Southward. At noon the extremes of the land bore
from South Eaft to North 60 deg. Weft, four miles diftant from
Shore. The latitude 53 deg. 16 min. and longitude 133 deg. 19
' min. Weft.
About'two o'clock in the afternoon, being clofe in Shore, we faw
feveral canoes putting off, on which we fhortened fail, and lay to
for them, as the wind blew pretty frefh. The place thefe people
carne from had a very Singular appearance, and on examining it
narrowly, we plainly perceived that they lived in a very large hut,
built on a fmall ifland, and well fortified after the manner of an
luppah, on which' account we distinguished this place by the name
of Hippab Iftand.
The tribe who inhabit this hippah, feem well defended by nature from any fudden affault of their enemies;; for the afcent to it
from the beach is Sleep, and difficult of accefs ; and the other fides
are well barricadoed with pines and bruSh-wood ; notwithstanding I
which, they have been at infinite pains in raifing additional fences
of rails and boards; fo that I Should think they cannot fail to repel
any tribe that Should dare to attack their fortification.
A num-
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A number of circumftances had occurred, Since our firft trade in
Cloak Bay, which convinced us, that the natives at this place were
of a more favage difpofition, and had lefs intercourfe with each
other, than any Indians we had met with on the coaft, and we began to fufpect that they were cannibals in fome degree. Captain
Dixon no fooner faw the fortified hut juft mentioned, than this
Sufpicion was Strengthened, as it was, he faid, built exactly on the
plan of the hippah of the favages at New Zealand. The people,
on coming along-Side, trajied very quietly, and Strongly importuned
us by Signs, to come on Shore; at the fame time giving us to understand (pointing towards the Eaft) that if we vjfited that part of
the coaft, the inhabitants there would cut off our heads. This was
an unquestionable proof, that they were at variance with their
neighbours, and their hoftile appearance fufficiently confirmed it,
being well armed with knives and Spears.
I am not fond of hazarding conjectures, yet I cannot help remarking, that though the behaviour of thefe people was harmlefs and
inoffenfive, yet their attempt to perfuade us to go on fhore, is an
additional proof in favour of our fufpicion ; they certainly wanted
to decoy us to the hippah, and there, no doubt, we Should have
been inftantly butchered.
We purchafed a number of excellent cloaks, and fome good Skins
from thefe Indians, for which we gave a variety of articles, fome
chufing toes, and others pewter bafons, tin kettles, knives, &c.
This tribe appeared the leaft we had yet feen ; I could not reckon
more than thirty-four or thirty-fix people in the whole party ; but
then it Should be considered, that thefe were probably chofen men,
who perhaps expected to . meet with their enemies, as they were
equally prepared for war or trade.
Having
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Having purchafed every thing thefe favages had to difpofe of,
and no more canoes coming near-us, at eight o'clock we made fail.
The extremes of the land, in fight bore from Eaft South Eaft to
North Weft by North ; diftance from Shore about feven miles.
During the night we Stood off and on, with the. wind at North
Weft, and in the morning of the 8th, we flood in for the land; at
eight o'clock, feeing fome canoes coming from Shore, we lay to, in
order to trade with them. On their coming along-Side, we found
them to be our friends from Hippah Ifland; but what furs they
now brought were of an inferior kind, they having fold us their
prime Skins the preceding afternoon. By ten o'clock, the Indians
being entirely Stripped, left us ; on which we made fail. Our obfervation at noon gave 53 deg. 2 min. North latitude. Hippah
ISland bore North 28 deg. Weft; a little ifland North 11 deg.
Weft, and the Southermoft land in fight South 68 deg. Eaft; the
neareft Shore about three leagues diftant.
During the afternoon we kept clofe in with the land, tacking
occasionally, but no canoes came near us. At eight o'clock, Hippah ISland bore North Weft, and the Southermoft land in fight
South 73 deg. Eaft; our diftance from Shore about four leagues.
During the night we flood off and on ; our chief care being to
keep fo near the land, that we could be well in with it foon after
day-light, and by that means, have an opportunity of infpectingevery mile of the coaft.
In the forenoon of the 9th, we had five canoes along-fide, containing about thirty-eight or forty people, from whom we purchafed fome very good cloaks, and a few good Skins; they too were
fond
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fond of variety, and did not fix on any particular article ; but tin
kettles and pewter bafons feemed to have the preference to any
thing we could Shew them.
:

In one of the canoes was an old man, who appeared to have
fome authority over the reft, though he had nothing to difpofe of:
he gave us to understand, that in another part of thefe iflands,
(pointing to the Eaftward) he could procure plenty of furs for us,
on which Captain Dixon gave him a light horfeman's cap: this
prefent added greatly to his confequence, and procured him the
envy of his companions in the other canoes, who beheld the cap
with a longing eye, and feemed to wiSh it in their pofleSIion.

1:

•fyS <?

There were likewi-fe a few women amongft them, who all feemed
pretty well advanced in years; their under lips were distorted in
,the fame manner as thofe of the women at Port Mulgrave, and
jy Norfolk Sound, and the pieces of wood were particularly large.
* / * * * One of thefe lip-pieces appearing to be peculiarly ornamented,
- Captain Dixon wifhed to purchafe it, and offered the old woman
. to whom it belonged a hatchet; but this She refufed with contempt ; toes, bafons, and feveral other articles were afterwards
Shewn to her, and as constantly rejected. Our Captain began noy? I
to defpair of making his wifhed-for purchafe, and had nearly given
it up, when one of our people happening to Shew the old lady a few
buttons, which looked remarkably bright, She eagerly embraced
the offer, and was now altogether as ready to part with her wooden
ornament, as before fhe was defirous of keeping it. This curious
lip-piece meafured three and feven-eighth inches long, and two and ,
five-eighth inches in the wideft part: it was inlaid with a fmall
pearly Shell, round which was a rim of copper.*
Thefe
* This lip-piece is now in the poffeffion of Sir Jofeph Banks, Bart.
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Thefe people were evidently a different tribe from that inhabiting Hippah Ifland, but appeared equally favage and fierce in their
difpofitions, and were well provided with offenfive weapons ; however, they traded very quietly, and did "not give us the leaft disturbance. When the furs which they brought for barter were difpofed of, they left us, and paddled in for the Shore. Our obfervation
at noon gave 52 deg. 54 min. North latitude; and the longitude
by lunar obfervation was 132 deg. 23 min. Weft. The extremes
of the land bore from South 75 deg. Eaft, to North 42 deg. Weft;
and our diftance from Shore about fix miles*
-In the afternoon, four canoes, containing about 32 people, came
along-Side, but they belonged to our morning vifitants,. and what
cloaks they brought us were indifferent, being pretty much wore.
By four o'clock the Indians, (having diSpofed of all their trade) left
us, and made for the land.
During the night We had a Strong breeze from the Weftward,
with conftant rain, which continued till the forenoon of the 10th,
when the wind grew light and variable, with thick hazy weather.
Our Obfervation at noon gave 52 deg. 48 min. North latitude. At
.fix o'clock the extremes of the land bore from North Eaft by North
to North 75 deg. Weft ; a fmall ifland North 22 deg. Eaft, diftant
four leagues. In the night the wind again fettled at North Weft,
-blowing a frefh breeze, the weather cloudy; we Stood to the South
Weft as ufual.
I may now lay down the pen for a moment, with a good grace,
as that plea fo often ufed by woud-be-great men, viz* cc Hurry of
buftnej's," will come with fome degree of decency at this time, from
thy fincere friend.
W . B.
OFF QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S \
ISLANDS, 12th July.
J
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n ^ - H O U mayeft fee by the whole tenor of my laft, that our
, JL coafting along thefe iflands was the beft and moft expeditious method of trading we could poffibly have hit on.
In the morning of the n t h of July, having a Steady breeze at
North Weft, we flood in for the land, which at noon bore from
North 55 deg. Weft to South 74 deg. Eaft. Our meridian altitude gave 52 deg. 50 min. North latitude, and our diftance from
Shore was about two miles. During the afternoon we kept clofe
along Shore, expecting fome Indians would come off to us ; but at
fix o'clock none appearing, we hauled our wind to the South Weft.
At eight o'clock the land bore from Eaft South Eaft to North
Weft by Weft, about three miles distant from Shore. During thenight we had a gale of wind at North Weft, attended with frequent
heavy fqualls, which occafioned us to hand the fore-topfail, and
clofe-reef the main top-fail.
In the morning of the 12th, the weather growing more moderate, wej made fail, and flood towards the land. Our latitude at
noon was 52 deg. 3 min. North. During the afternoon, the wind
blew very frefh, fo that no Indians came near us. At eight in the
evening, the extremes of the land bore from Eaft by North to;
North North Weft; diftant from Shore four leagues..
In.,
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In the morning of the 13 th, the weather was moderate, but very
hazy ; the land at noon bore from South 65 deg. Eaft, to North
60 deg. Weft, about two miles diftant from Shore. Our obfervation gave 52 deg. 17 min. North latitude. We kept clofe in with
the Shore during the afternoon, though the weather was Still very
hazy. A little before feven o'clock, the fog clearing up, we faw feveral canoes making towards us, on which we hauled by the wind,
and hove to, in order to give them an opportunity of coming up
with us: they were a different tribe from our laft traders, and brought
us feveral excellent cloaks, and fome very good fkins, which we
purchafed on much the fame terms as before. This party confifted
of about thirty-fix people, and, like the tribes we had recently
traded with, were prepared for the reception of their adverfaries.
Before the day clofed in, we had purchafed every article the Indians had got to fell; yet they could not be prevailed on to quit
the Ship, though we made fail, and gave them to understand, that
we.Should return the next day; yet they Still kept up with the veffel. At length, about ten o'clock, a very thick fog coming on, they
left us, and paddled towards the Shore : we were now at leaft eight
miles diftant from the coaft, and it was a matter of doubt with
many of us, whether thefe poor fellows would ever be able to find
their way on fhore, it being impoffible to diftinguifh any object
twenty fathoms a-head of the veffel. During the night we hauled
on a wind to the South Weft as .ufual.
.From the 14th to the 20th, we had generally thick foggy weather, with a conftant Strong breeze at North Weft, and frequent
intervening fqualls. As we had reafon to expect more trade from
this quarter, it was judged moft prudent to Stand off and on occafionally, in order to prevent our getting too far to the Eaftward ;
Dd2
and
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1787. and at the fame time to be well in with the land, whenever the fog"
_ _j_\u Should clear up.
We had a meridian altitude on the 18th, which gave 51 deg. 46
min. North latitude ; and the mean of feveral fetsof lunar obfervations gave 131 deg. 22 min. Weft longitude. The weather was
not fo constantly foggy, but that we frequently Saw the land, and
twice or thrice were clofe in with the Shore, fo that the natives
'might eafily have come to us, but none appearing, we began feri^
oufly to think, that the Indians who left us in the evening of the
13th were loft at fea, and confequently no more would come near
the veffel, as they might poffibly conclude that we had destroyed
their companions.
Our latitude at noon on the 20th was 52" deg. 1 min. North; fo
that we were only fixteen miles to the Southward of our obfervation on the 13th. The day being moderate and clear, we Stood in
for the land, and feeing feveral canoes making towards us, about
one o'clock we hove to. When the canoes came along-Side, we found
the people to be the fame that traded with us laft, a circumstance
which gave us great pleafure, our fears for their fafety being
groundlefs. J^$$m
What furs they now brought were of an inferior kind, confiSting
chiefy of old cloaks, pretty much wore ; thefe were generally purchafed with brafs pans, knives, and buckles. The Indians being
Stripped of all their furs, left the veffel immediately, and at four
o'clock we made fail, Stretching to the South Weft as ufual.
During the night, and greateft part of the 21ft, we had a Strong
North Wefterly breeze, with frequent fqualls. Our obfervation at
noon
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noon gave 51 deg. 54 min. North latitude. In the evening we had
a very heavy fwell from Weft South Weft, which being met by the
tide, caufed the heavieft crofs fea we had feen during the Voyage.
The weather on the 22d was moderate and hazy; our obfervartion at noon gave 52 deg. 10 min. North latitude. During the
afternoon we made Short boards, in order to keep well in with the
coaft.
In the morning of the 23d we had light winds, the weather Still
hazy. Our latitude at noon was 52 deg. 13 min. North. The
afternoon proving tolerably clear, about feven o'clock we faw feveral canoes making towards us, on which we hcve to ; our diftance from Shore was then about five miles. There were eight
canoes, containing near one hundred people, many of whom had
been with us on the 13th and 20th : they brought fome pretty good
cloaks, and a few good Skins, which we purchafed for toes.and. buckles. During the night we hauled by the wind as ufual, tack. ing occasionally, fo as to keep near the land; the weather moderate
and hazy.
Towards noon on the 24th, the fog clearing up, we perceived feveral canoes putting off from Shore, on which we lay to, in order
to give them an opportunity of coming up with us. In lefs than
an hour we had eleven canoes along-fide, containing near I8Q men,
women, and children, which was by far the greateft concourfe of
people we had feen at any one time, Since we had fallen in with
thefe fortunate iflands; but we foon found that curiofity. had chiefly induced the natives to pay us this vifit, what they now brought
to fell being merely the gleanings of the harveft we had plentifully •
reaped before : indeed till now, we had feldom feen any women or
children
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children in the trading parties; for the men probably expecting to
meet with their enemies, for the moft part left the women and chil-dren behind, as an ufelefs incumbrance. The Indians having difpofed of every trifling piece of rubbifh they had got to fell by three
o'clock, left us, and paddled for the Shore, on which we made fail,
and Stood to the Eaftward. At eight o'clock the Eaftermoft point
of land bore North 40 deg. Eaft, about four miles diftant. From
this point is a range of broken rocks, which run out more than a
mile from the land.
It being evident that we could expect no more trade on this fide
the iflands, Captain Dixon purpofed Standing round the point, in
order to try what the oppofite fide afforded. During the night we
made occasional boards, as it was judged moft prudent to double
the rocky point in the day-time.
The morning of the 25th was cloudy, with a moderate breeze at
Weft North Weft. At noon the rocky point bore North, 27 deg.
Weft, about three .miles diftant. It is fituated in 51 deg. 56 min.
North latitude; and 130deg. Weft longitude; and this being St.
James's day, we distinguished the land off which thefe rocks lay, by
the name of Cape St. James. In the afternoon we were vifited by
a Single canoe, but the people in her were fome of the friends we
had lately left, and brought very little worth notice. During the
night we had light variable winds, and moderate weather.
At noon on the 26th, the land bore from South 5 deg. Weft, to
North 54 deg. Weft ; the point to the Southward confifts of feveral broken rocks, which extend to fome distance from the Shore, but
not near fo far as thofe off Cape St. James. The weather now was
constantly thick and hazy, morning and evening, but generally
cleared
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cleared up towards noon; the wind for the greateft part, light and
• variable.
It Was Captain Dixon's intention, if the wind permitted, to go
round thefe iflands, that we might not only clear the inhabitants
of their furs, but be able exactly to determine their extent, for the
information of future navigators; at prefent, however, our progrefs
was very Slow.
About eleven o'clock on the 27th, we had four canoes along-fide,.
containing about thirty people, feveral of whom we knew to beour old friends ; they brought feveral good cloaks and Skins, which
Shewed that the trade on this fide of thefe iflands was far from being
exhausted. In the afternoon three other canoes came to us, bringing feveral excellent Skins, which was an additional encouragement
for us to proceed. Our latitude at noon was 52 deg. 18 min..
North, about three miles diftant from Shore.
Thefe people difpofed of their furs in the fame ready manner as.
our former traders, and preferred tin kettles and pewter bafons to
axes or howels.
Towards the evening we had a moderate Easterly breeze, with
cloudy weather. At eight o'clock the. Southermoft point of land;
bore South 43 deg. Eaft, and the land to the Northward North 56
deg. Weft; feven miles diftant from Shore.. During the night we
tacked occasionally, in order to keep well in with the Shore, which,,
in the morning of the 28th, was about five miles diftant.. Having
a moderate Eafterly breeze, we Stood towards the land, and in the
forenoon, feveral canoes came along-fide u s ; many of thefe peoplewere.
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were entire Strangers, but what furs they brought were in genera
indifferent, and were chiefly purchafed with knives and buckles.
T h e day clearing up, we faw land to-the Eaftward, about ten
leagues diftant, on which we founded with a line.of thirty fathom,
over a fhingly bottom ; our latitude at noon was 52 deg. 57 min.
North. In the afternoon we had light baffling winds, with conftant drizzling rain. The tide fetting us to the Eaftward, we had
foundings from twenty-four to fourteen fathom water, over a bottom of fand and fmall pebble Stones. The land in fight to the
Eaftward we judged to be the Continent, and the nearer we approeched it, our foundings leffened.
Towards fix o'clock the tide turned, and now fetting from that
land which we fuppofed to be the Continent, it frequently drove
large patches of fea-weed, long grafs, and pieces of wood, by the
veffel, which made us conclude, that there is a large river fetting
out from that part of the coaft. The river called Los Reys, by
Du Fonte, is near this place ;* and though what he fays about it
is almoft incredible, yet, from the above circumflance, it appears
very probable, that there are deep inlets into the country; and it is
to be lamented, that we had not an opportunity of examining that
part of the coaft.
The morning of the 29th was moderate and cloudy; the wind
being light and variable, we tacked occafionally, in order to Stand
well in with the Shore, that no opportunity of trading might be loft.
Towards noon the weather cleared up; our meridian obfervation
gave 52 deg. 59 min. North latitude 5 fo that we were near the
middle
* See Admiral de Fonte's letter in Dobbs's Account of the Countries adjoining to Hudson's Bay, .page 124.
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middle of the ifland towards the Northward and Eaftward. In
this fituation we faw high land to the North Weft, near thirty
leagues diftant, and which evidently was the fame we had feen on
the ift of July. This circumflance clearly proved, the land we
had been coafting along for near a month, to be a group of iflands.
Early in the afternoon we faw feveral canoes coming from Shore,
and by three o'clock we had no lefs than eighteen along-fide, containing more than 200 people, chiefly men : this was not only the
greateft concourfe of traders we had feen, but what rendered the
circumflance additionally pleafing, was the quantity of excellent
furs they brought 11s, our trade now being equal, if not fuperior to
that we met with in Cloak Bay, both in number of Skins, and the
facility with which the natives traded, 'fo that all of us were bufily
employed, and our articles of traffic exhibited in the greateft variety ; toes, hatchets, howels, tin kettles, pewter bafons, brafs pans,
buckles, knives, rings, &c. being preferred by turns, according to
the fancy of our numerous vifitants.
Amongft thefe traders was the old Chief, whom we had feen on
the other fide thefe iflands, and who now appearing to be a perfon
of the firft confequence, Captain Dixon permitted him to come on
board. The moment he got on the quarter deck he began to tell a
long Story, the purport of which was, that he had loft in battle
the cap which we had given him; and to convince us how true
this Story was, he Shewed us Several wounds he had received in defending his property ; notwithstanding this, he begged for another
cap, intimating at the fame time, that he would never lofe it but
with his life. Our Captain, willing to gratify his ambition, made
him a prefent of another cap, and we prefently found it was not
beftowed in vain, for he became extremely ufeful to us in our trafE e
Sic $
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fie; whenever any difpute or mistake arofe in the unav oidable
hurry- occafioned by fo great a number of traders, they always referred the matter to him, and were constantly fatisfied with his determination.
On our pointing to the Eaftward, and afking the old man whether we Should meet with any furs there, he gave us to understand,
that it was a different nation from his, and that he did not even
understand their language, but was always at war with them; that
he had killed great numbers, and had many of their heads in his
poffeffion.

Wr

Hi:

The old fellow feemed to take particular pleafure in relating
thefe circumftances, and took uncommon pains to make us comprehend his meaning; he clofed his relation with advifing us not
to come near that part of the coaft, for that the inhabitants would
certainly deftroy us. I endeavoured to learn how they difpofed of
the bodies of their enemies who were Slain in battle ; and though I
could not understand the Chief clearly enough pofttively to affert,
that they are feafted on by the victors ; yet there is too much reafon to fear, that this horrid cuStom is practifed on this part of the
coaft; the heads are always preferred, as Standing trophies of victory.
Of all the Indians we had feen, this Chief had the moft favage
afpect, and his whole appearance fufficiently marked him as a proper
perfon to lead a tribe of cannibals. His Stature was above the common Size; his body fpare and thin, and though at firft fight he appeared lank and emaciated, yet his Step was bold and firm, and his
limbs apparently Strong and mufcular; his eyes were large and gogling, and feemed ready to Start out of their fockets; his forehead deeply
2
wrinkled,
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wrinkled, not merely by age, but from a continual frown ; all this,
joined to a long vifage, hollow cheeks, high elevated cheek bones,
and a natural ferocity of temper, formed a countenance n o t eafily
beheld without fome degree of emotion : however, he proved very
ufeful in conducting our traffic with his people, and the intelligence he gave us, and the methods he took to make himfelf understood, Shewed him to poffefs a Strong natural capacity.
Befides the large quantity of furs we got from this party, (at
ieaft 350 Skins) they brought feveral racoon cloaks, each cloak
confifting of feven racoon Skins, neatly fewed together ; they had
alfo a good quantity of oil in bladders of various Sizes, from a pint
to near a gallon, which we purchafed for rings and buttons : this
oil appeared to be of a moft excellent kind for the/ lamp, was perfectly fweet, and chiefly collected from the fat of animals.
By feven o'clock we had entirely Stripped our numerous traders
of every faleable article, on which they left us, and paddled for the
Shore. T h e wind during the night being variable, we tacked occasionally, in order to keep as near the coaft as was confiftcnt with
prudence.
Every perfon on board is greatly elated with our prefent charming profpects, b u t no one more fo than thy affurcd friend,
W . B.
O F F QUEEN CHARLOTTE'S ISLAND'S, 7
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H A V E frequently obferved, that people In general, when
reading a hiftory, whether real or fictitious, and whether the
hero of it is fortunate or overwhelmed with misfortunes, are ever
anxious to come at the cataftrophe. Should this be thy cafe at prefent, and thou really art impatient to know the extent of our good
fortune, the prefent epiftle will ferve to relieve thee in that parti-,
cular.
In the morning of the 30th July, we had a moderate breeze at
South, the weather tolerably fine. Our latitude at noon was 52.
deg. 30 min. North; the Shore about four miles diftant. In the
afternoon we had eight canoes along-fide, but they brought very
few Skins, and thofe of an inferior quality; at the fame time giving us to understand, that their Stock was nearly exhausted : they
were part of the traders who had been with us the day before $
fome of them had been on a fifhing party, and caught a number,
of halibut, which proved a very feafonable fupply, our fifh having
been expended fome time.
Hitherto all the people we had met with at thofe islands, though
evidently of a favage difpofition, had behaved in a quiet orderly
manner, but this evening they gave us a convincing proof of their
mifchievous difpofition, and that in a manner which Shewed a considerable degree of cunning.

The
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The people who had got the halibut to fell, artfully prolonged
their traffic more than was cuftomary, and endeavoured by various July.
methods, to engage our attention ; in the mean time, feveral canoes
paddled flily a-ftern, and feeing fome Skins piled againft one of the
cabin windows, one of the Indians thruft his fpear through it, in
order to Steal the furs, but perceiving the noife alarmed us, they
paddled away with precipitation ; however, to make them fenfible^
that we were able to punifh attempts of this fort, even at a diftance, we fired feveral mufquets after them, but did not perceivethat they were attended with any fatal effects. At eight o'clock,,
the extremes of the land bore from North 53 deg. Weft to South*
52 deg. Eaft, about three miles diftant from Shore. During thenight we had light winds, and cloudy weather..
It being pretty evident from our laft traders, that few more furs:
could be expected from this part, and the time being nearly elapfedi
when we were to join the King George, at Nootka Sound, Captain Dixon judged it moft prudent to make the beft of his way thither, efpecially as the light variable winds, with frequent intervening calms, which now constantly attended us, made it very probable, that we Should be fome time in effecting our purpofe ; the
fame reafon equally operated againft our making any further progrefs to the Northward.
In the forenoon of the 3:1ft,we Stood to the South Eaft; on
founding we Struck the ground with a line of Sixty fathom over a
fandy bottom. At noon the Southermoft land bore South by EaSt;
about ten leagues diftant. Our latitude was 52 deg. 36 mini
•North. During the afternoon and night we had light airs, the
weather tolerably fine.
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In the forenoon of the rft o{ Auguft, we had a heavy fwell
from the'Southward. At noon we faw Gape St. James, which
ibore South. 5 deg. Eaft. Our latitude was 52 deg. 10 min. North j
the .neareft land three leagues diftant. At eight in the evening,
• the extremes of the land bore from South 14 deg. Weft, to North
54 deg. Weft, two leagues diftant.
Towards the clofe of the day, a canoe with fourteen people came
..•along-fide, but they had fcarcely any thing to fell; they gave us to
--understand, that one of. their, companions was dead of the wounds
he received from our mufquets ; and at the fame time endeavoured
to make us fenfible, that-they were not at variance with us on that
account : t indeed they same along-fide the veSiel without the leaft
;fear, and it is probable-that the defign of their vifit was to inform
. us of the .above xircumftance.
iDuringthe night we had conftant heavy rain, the weather thick
;.and hazy.
In the morning of the 2d we had a lightbreeze from the Eaftward,
ithe weather Still thick and hazy. At noon, Cape St. James bore
.South South Weft, about four leagues diftant. At five in the afternoon the rocks off the Cape bore South 36 deg. Weft, two leagues
diftant; the weather was thick and hazy, the wind light and variable, and foon afterwards it fell calm, with a heavy fwell from the
.South Eaft. Our fituation was now dangerous, for we had every
reafon to think, that the veSfel was drifting directly upon the rocks,
and the weather was fo very hazy, that we could not difeern any
.object a cable's length from the Ship. A little after nine o'clock
.the fog rather difperfing, we faw the rocks off Cape St. James,
shearing South WeSl, within lefs than a mile of us; on this, the
whafe-
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whale-boat and jolly-boat were hoifted out, and fent a-head to tow
the veffel. Providentially about this time, the fwell abated, and
the fea grew tolerably fmooth, fo that the boats were of great fervice. At ten o'clock we had foundings with ioo fathom line,
over a rocky bottom: at eleven we Struck bottom with eighty-five
fathom, and at twelve, with feventy-five fathom; afterwards we
got no bottom with a line of 120 fathom, which gave us reafon to
hope that we were fafely paft the rocks
At one o'clock in the morning of the 3d, a light breeze fpringing up at North Eaft, the boats were hoifted.in, and all the people, except the watch on deck, fent to their hammocks ; but at two
o'clock, we plainly heard the furf beat againft the rocks, on which,
the people were immediately turned up, the boats again hoisted?
out, and fent to tow the veffel a-head; the weather was thick and
hazy, attended with conftant drizzling rain.
At four o'clock, a frefh breeze coming on from the Southward/
the boats were again .hoifted in. At five, we tacked and Stood to
the South Weft. At feven, we faw the rocks bearing Weft North
Weft, about a mile diftant. The forenoon was thick and hazy;
but rather clearing at eleven o'clock, we faw the rocks bearing Weft
by South, five miles diftant. Our latitude at noon was 51 deg.
50 min. North. During the afternoon and evening, we had frefh.
breezes at South and South Weft, with hazy weather. At eight
o'clock, Cape St. James^bore W^eft half South, diftant-five leagues;
fo that we now concluded ourfelves well clear of that once formidable place.
As the iflands we have juft left proved fo uncommonly fortunate
to us, a few remarks concerning them will, perhaps, not be unaccep-
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acceptable to thee. There is every reafon to fuppofe, not only
from the number of inlets we met with in coafting along the
Shore, but from our meeting the fame inhabitants on the oppofite
fides of the -coaft, that this is not one continued land, but rather
forms a group of iflands; and as fuch, we diftinguifhed them by
the name of §>ueen Charlotte's Iflands. They are fituated from 51
deg. 42 min. to 54 deg. 24 mm. North latitude;and from 130 deg.
to 133 deg. 30 min. Weft longitude. The land, in fome places,
is considerably elevated, but not mountainous, and is totally covered with pines, which in many places afford a pleafingxontraft
to the fnow that perpetually covers the higher grounds.
The weather, whilst we were cruizing here, was generally mild
and temperate, the mean of the thermometer 54 deg. The whole
time we coaSted along from Cloak Bay to Cape St. James, the wind
was generally Steady, at North Weft and Weft North Weft; but
no fooner had we doubled the Cape, and got to the North Eaft
fide of the land, than we fell in with light variable winds and intervening calms.
The number of people we faw during the whole of our traffic,
was about eight hundred and fifty; and if we fuppofe an equal
number to be left on Shore, it will amount to one thoufand {even
hundred inhabkants , which, I have reafon to think, will be found
the extreme number of people inhabiting thefe iflands, including
women and children. The great plenty of furs we met with here,
fufficiently indicated that thefe people have had no intercourfe whatever with any civilized nation; and I doubt not, but we may juftly
claim the honour of adding thefe iflands to the geography of this
part of the coaft. The ornaments feen amongft them were very
few, and 'tis probable that their knives and fpears have been obtained
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tained by war rather than traffic, as there feems to be an univerfalJ
variance amongft the different tribes; however, be all this as it
may, they undoubtedly approach much nearer to a State of favage
brutality than any Indians we have feen on the coaft.
The women distort the under lip in the fame manner with thofe
at Norfolk Sound, but with this difference, that here, this wooden
ornament feems to be wore by all the fex indifcriminately, whereas
at Norfolk Sound it is confined to thofe of fuperior rank.
The Indians in general are very jealous of their women, and
would feldom permit them to come on board ; but this was not
altogether the cafe with thefe favages, many of whom not only
permitted, but urged their females to come on board, whenever
invited by our people $ but we foon found that they were not
inftigated to pay thefe vifits from any amorous difpofition, but
merely for the fake of plunder, as they were by far the moft rapacious thieves we had feen, Stealing every thing indifcriminately
which they could lay their hands on, and that with a degree of
dexterity which would not diSgrace a difciple of the Juftit'ia hulk.
Notwithstanding the general tenor of thefe women's behaviour,
we met with one inftance of feeling and fenfibility amongft them
which perfectly aftonifhed us, and is not; perhaps, always to be
feen amongft the fex in civilized countries.
It was on the 24th of July, (as I have already related) when
the natives vifited us principally through curiofity, that a
Chief and his wife were very defirous to fee the Ship \ Captain
Dixon, willing to gratify them in this particular, and thinking
that a fight of the veffel would be a Standing fubject for them to
Ff
talk
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talk about, permitted them to come on board: they had a little
child along with them of which they feemed particularly fond,
and not caring to truft it with the people in their canoe, the Chief
came on board by himfelf, leaving their tender charge with his
wife. When the poor fellow firft came on deck he was a good
deal frightened, and began to fing and make a number of humiliating geftures, the intent of which was to imprefs -us with a
favourable opinion of him. By degrees he grew eafy, and was prevailed on to go down into the cabin; having Staid there fome
time, he came upon deck, and after fatisfying his curiofity with
looking at various things, went into his canoe very well pleafed.
The woman, after giving her infant a maternal kifs, came over.
the fide without the leaft hefitation, and when She got on the
quarter deck gave us to understand that She was only come to fee
the veffel, and with a modeft diffidence in her looks endeavoured,
to befpeak our indulgence and permiffion for that purpofe. She
was neatly dreffed after their faShion; her under garment, which
was made of fine tanned leather, fat clofe to her body, and reached
from her neck to the calf of her leg: her cloak or upper garment
was rather coarfer, and fat loofe like a petticoat, and tied with
leather Strings. Having taken notice of every thing which feemed
to attract her attention, Captain Dixon made her a prefent of a
String of beads for an ornament to each ear, and a number of
buttons, with which She was highly pleafed, and made her acknowledgments in the beft manner She was able. She was fcarcely
got into the canoe before a number of women flocked about her,
and feeing the beads in her ears began to talk very earnestly; moft
probably to tax her with incontinency, for She immediately clafped
her infant to her breaft with unfpeakable fondnefs, burft into a
flood of tears, and it was a considerable time before the foothings
of
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of her hufhand and the apologies of her friends could bring back 1787.
her former chearfulnefs and tranquility.
._ ^F" J_,
Harmony being at length reftored in the canoe, the Chief held
up his child, and endeavoured to make us fenfible that it was
equally dear to him as his wife; intimating at the fame time,
that though he had received no prefent, yet he hoped we Should
remember his little one; on this Captain Dixon gave the child
a couple of toes, which pleafed the chief wonderfully ; a few buttons were alfo distributed amongft the other women in the canoe,
jand they left us foon afterwards, perfectly fatisfied with their
prefents.
To thofe who are fond of tracing human nature through all
its various. Stages, a circumflance of this fort would be peculiarly
pleating, but I Shall forbear to expatiate on the fubject, and leave
thee to make thy own comments on it.
Though every tribe we met with at thefe iflands is governed by
its refpective Chief, yet they are divided into families, each of
which appears to have regulations and a kind of Subordinate government of its own : the Chief ufually trades for the whole
tribe; but I have fometimes obferved that when his method of
barter has been difapproved of, each feparate family has claimed
a right to difpofe of their own furs, and the Chief always complied with this requeft ; whether or no he receives any emolument,
on thefe occafions I cannot determine.
I often endeavoured to gain fome knowledge of their language,
but I never could-fo much as learn the numerals : eveiy attempt
4 made of the kind either caufed a farcaftic laugh amongft the InFf2
clians,
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dians, or was treated by them with Silent contempt; indeed many
', of the tribes who vifited us, were bufied in trading the moment
they came along Side, and hurried away as foon as their traffic was
over: others, again, who Staid with us for any length of time,,
were never of a communicative difpofition, but certainly Skulked
about the veffel for fome evil purpofe, though they never attempted
to board us, as we always kept the greateft part of our people on
deck when a number of canoes were near us. If thefe circumstances are duly considered, I truft thou wilt not accufe me of inattention, though it is not in my power to give thee any fpecimen
of the language Spoken by thefe people ; however, from what obfervations I was able to make, it feems fomething Similar to that
of the inhabitants in Norfolk Sound.
In addition to what I have occasionally faid, reflecting the favage temper and brutal difpofition of the people at thefe islands,
I cannot help remarking, that there is a kind of ferocity even in
their manner of finging. It muft be allowed, that their fongs
are performed with regularity, and in good time, but they are entirely destitute of that pleafing modulation and harmony of cadence, which we had invariably been accuftomed to hear in the.
fongs at other parts of the coaft.
The number of fea-otter Skins purchafed by us at Queen Charlotte's islands, was no lefs than 1,821, many of them very fine^
other furs are found in lefs variety here than in many otherparts
of the coaft, the few racoons before mentioned, a few^ine martin,
and fome feals, being the only kinds we faw. Toes, at firft, were
quite a leading article in barter; but fo great a number of traders
required a variety of trade, and we were frequently obliged to produce every article in our poffeffion, before we could pleafe our nu. Z'jkzm
merous
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merous friends. Thus in one fortunate month, has our fuccefs
been much greater than that probably of both veffels during the
reft of the voyage.—So uncertain is the fur trade on this inhofpitable coaft.
I Shall now return to our proceedings. On the morning of the
4th we had a moderate breeze at South Weft, and cloudy weather..
At noon we faw land, which we judged to be the main, bearing
South 40 deg. Eaft, about five leagues diftant. In the after.noon,
the wind veered to the Weftward, and a heavy fwell fet in from
the fame quarter, the weather thick and hazy. During the night
we hauled our wind, in order to clear the point of land to the
Eaftward. In the forenoon of the 5th, having Still a frefh Wefterly breeze, we bore away, to the South Eaft; and at four in the
afternoon changed our courfe to Eaft by North. The weather
being thick and hazy, we tacked occasionally during the night..
Early in the morning of the 6th, we made fail, and Steered our
courfe, with a-freSh breeze at North-Weft. Our latitude at noon
was 49 deg. 48 min. North, which was only twelve miles to the
Northward of King George's Sound, but we were a considerable
distance to the Weftward of it. The afternoon being tolerably
'dear, at Six o'clock, we faw Woody Point bearing North Weft by
Weft, about four leagues diftant, and a fplit rock off the point,
North 28 deg. Weft. At eight o'clock, we hauled by the wind
to the South Weft: during the night we had light airs, with
calms by turns. The morning of the 7th was thick and foggy,.,
with a heavy fwell from the, Weftward, and quke calm. At ten,
o'clock a light breeze fprung up at South Eaft, and the fog cleared,
up. The land at noon bore from North Weft to Eaft South Eaft,
about two leagues diftant: the latitude was 49 deg. 39 min..
North, The breeze continuing very light during the afternoon,
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our progrefs towards the found was very flow, and during the
night, we plied to the South Weft, making boards as occafion required.
The morning of the 8th was moderate and cloudy, a light
breeze Still at South Eaft,

.1^

A ten o'clock we faw a fail to the South Eaft, and prefently
afterwards, a fmaller veffel in company. This gave us fome
hopes that they might poffibly be the King George and her long
fcoat. We were Steering Eaft North Eaft, and kept on our courfe, as
we plainly faw the veffels were bearing down upon us: on the their
nearer approach,, we found that it could not be Captain Portlock,
as the fmall fail was much too large for his long boat. Various
now were our conjectures who they could be, or what country
they came from; and Captain Dixon wishing to be fatisfied in this
particular, gave orders to tack, andfirea gun to leeward. The fmall
veffel immediately anfwered this fignal, and hoifted our Company's
colours: by twelve o'clock they fpoke us, and we learned, to our
great joy, that they were from London, and fitted out by our
Owners. The Ship was called the Prince of Wales, Captain Collinett; and the Sloop, the Princefs Royal, Captain Duncan.
We had the pleafure of hearing in general, that our friends in
England were in good health; but few of us had fuch particulars
as could have been wished for, as (by fome mistake or other) we
were expected to arrive in London river the latter end of this feafon.
Thefe veSfels left England in September, 1786, and had fettled
a factory at Statens land, for the purpofe of collecting feal Skin and
oil; from thence they had made the beft of their way to King
George's Sound, without touching at any other place. During'
fo
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fo long a paffage, the fcurvy had got a great height among them,
and though providentially no lives had been loft, yet many, of their
people recovered very Slowly.
On our enquiry what courfe they Steered after doubling Cape
Horn, we were informed that they croffed the.line about 116 deg.rWeft longitude. In this fituation they fell in with light baffling
winds and frequent calms, attended with clofe gloomy Sultryweather, and much rain, which certainly occasioned the very fevereficknefsthat had prevailed amongft them..
We croffed the line in April, 1786, nearly in the fame longitude, and met with light variable winds and gloomy weather, 'till!
we ftretched considerably to the Weftward, when we again had a
regular trade-wind. Thefe circumstances evidently Shew that fuch
a courfe ought to be avoided; and Captain Dixon obferved that it
would be by far the beft for all veffels bound to the North-Weft
coaft of America, after doublings Cape Horn,, to Steer directly for
the Marquefas -T there they might obtain- refreshments, and at the:
fame time would be fo well to the Weftward, that in the fartherr
profecution of their voyage, he had every reafon to think, they.
would efcape thofe climates which we had experimentally found to*
be fo very unhealthy..
Mr.. John Etches, brother to our managing owner, (who wason board the Prince of Wales) informed me that they had beennear a month in King George's Sound, but had done very little
bufinefs, having found a Ship there called the Imperial Eagle,,
commanded by a Captain Berkley. She failed from Oftend the
latter end of November, 1786, and arrived at King George'sSound near a month before the Prince of Wales and Princefs Royal..
Captain,
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Captaki Berkely frequently boafted to Mr. Etches what an ex- cellent cargo of Skins he had purchafed, and indeed there is fome
reafon to fuppofe that he had been tolerably fuccefsful from the
following circumfta'nce.

ml

Two veffels from Bombay were at King George's Sound in the
fummer of 1786, and left one of their people behind; this man
was found here by Captain Berkely, who gave the following account of him.
" His name is John M'Key; he was born in Ireland, and went
to Bombay in the Eaft India Company's fervice. Two veffels
(viz. the Captain Cook, Captain Lorie; and the Experiment, Captain Guife) were fitting out in 1785, on an expedition to the
North Weft coaft of America; that he engaged on board the
•Captain Cook as Surgeon. They failed from Bombay the 28th of
Noyember, 1785, and arrived at King George's Sound the 27th
of June, 1786, That being very ill of a purple fever he was
left behind for the recovery of his health, at the requeft of Mr.
•Strange, the Supercargo to both veffels. Mr. Strange defired him
to learn the language and to ingratiate himfelf with the natives,
fo that if any other veffels Should touch there he might preven t
them from purchasing any furs, promifing at the fame time to
return for him the enfuing fpring. That the two veffels procured
600 prime fea otter Skins during their Slay here, and left the Sound
the 27th of July, intending to fail for Cook's River. That the
Sea Otter, Captain Hanna, from China, arrived at King George's
Sound in Auguft, 1786, and that Captain Hanna offered to take
him on board, which he refufed, alledging, that he began to relifh
dried fifh and whale oil, was fatisfied with his way of life, and
perfectly contented to .Stay 'till next year, when he had no doubt
of
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»of Mr. Strange fending for him : that Captain Hanna left the
Sound in September. That the natives had Stripped him of his
cloaths, and obliged him to adopt their mode of drefs and filthinefs of manners; and that he was now a perfect mafter of their
language, and well acquainted with their temper and difpofition.
He had made frequent incurfions into the interior parts of the
country about King George's Sound, and did not think any part
of it was the Continent of America, but a chain of detached
iflands.
Mr. Etches (from whom I had this intelligence) aSTured me that
no great dependance could be placed on M'Key's Story, he'being
a very ignorant young fellow, and frequently contradicting himfelf; but that entire credit might be given to that part of it reflecting his adopting the manners of the natives, as he was equally
Slovenly and dirty with the Silthieft of them all. His knowledge of
the language was greatly Short of what he boafted; neither was
he very contented in his fituation, for he gladly embraced Captain
Berkley's offer of taking him on board, and feemed delighted to
think he was going to leave fo uncomfortable a place : however,
admitting him to be poffefled of but an ordinary capacity,.he certainly muft be better acquainted with the people here, from more
than a year's refidence amongft them, than any occasional visitor
could poffibly be ; and there can be no doubt, but that Captain
Berkley found him extremely ufeful in managing his traffic with
the natives.
Our meeting with thefe veffels was very fortunate, both on their
account and our own. What we learnt from them rendered it entirely ufelefs for us to make King George's Sound, and Prince
William's Sound being their next deftination, we not only could
Gg
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k?$?i inform them that nothing could be expected from that quarter, but
u U^" Lt a t tae fame t ^ m e P°i n t o u t the likelieSt fituations where furs might
be procured; and Captain Dixon urged them by all means to
make the N. E. fide of Queen Charlotte's Iflands, and the oppofite
land, which we judged to be the main. '

: 11

In the evening of the 8th, Mr. Etches and both the Captains
came on board us, and Staid all night; in order to lofe no time
in procuring a chart of the coaft, and in procuring every information in our power. During the afternoon and night we lay to,
and at times made occasional boards, as fuited our conveniency for
keeping company, and to be at a proper diftance from the landAt nine o'clock in the morning of the 9th, we parted company
with our new brothers in trade, faluting them with three hearty
cheers, and wifhing them fuccefs at leaft equal to our own. My
next Shall be a few general remarks concerning the coaft. Adieu.
Thine,
W.B.
O F F K I N G G E O R G E ' S SOUN
Auguft 9th.
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S we are now taking our final leave of the American coaft,,
L a few remarks concerning it, in addition to what I have
occafionally faid, will, perhaps, not be unacceptable to thee.
Before
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Before Captain Cook's laft voyage to the Pacific Ocean, this
part of the coaft was little known. The celebrated Ruffian navigator, Beering, in the year 1741, fell in with the land in the
latitude 58 deg. 28 min. North, and anchored in 59 deg. 18 min.
But the account which is publifhed of his voyage is very imperfect and inaccurate.
The Spaniards too, are probably well acquainted with the coaft
. a little to the Southward of King George's Sound, and about Cape
Edgcombe, at both which places they anchored in 1775; and I
have reafon to think that their knowledge of this part of the continent is confined to thofe particular fituations.
What has been already faid will Shew that the principal places
afcertained with accuracy by Captain Cook, were King George's
and Prince William's Sounds, and the river named after him; and
no doubt it was from the plenty of furs he found in thofe har. bours that this trade was firft fet on foot. Our rivals from the
Indies certainly drew their information from the fame fource; and
this, in fome refpects, has not been unlucky on our fide; for they,
not expecting to meet with furs in any other places than thofe
mentioned by Cook, quietly fat down with what they could get
in thofe harbours, and confequently we had to feek for other refources, or return home empty handed. By this means we fell in
with Queen Charlotte's Iflands, which (as I have already fhewn)
furpaffed our moft fanguine expectations, and afforded a greater
quantity of furs than, perhaps, any place hitherto known. .
That we have made considerable additions to the geography
of this coaft, cannot be denied, yet much remains to be done; indeed, fo imperfectly do we Still know it, that it is in fome meafure
Gg 2
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to be doubted whether we have yet feen the main land; certain it
is that the coaft abounds with iflands, but whether any land we
have been near is really the continent, remains to be determined by
future navigators: Thus much we can venture to affirm, (and
which is of the firft confequence to this undertaking) that the fur
trade is inexhauftible wherever there are inhabitants, and they
(experience tells us) are not confined to any particular Situation,,
but are fcattered in tribes all along the coaft, which (as far aseoncerns future traders to examine) extends from 40 to 61 degr
North latitude; and from 126 to 155 deg. Weft longitude.
This vaft country (with very little deviation) has the appearance of one continued forefl, being covered with pines of different
fpecies, and thefe intermixed with alder, birch, witch-hazle, &c^.
' befides various kinds of brufh-wood; and the vallies and low
grounds, which are expofed to the fun, and Sheltered from the:
wind, afford wild currants, goofeberries, raSberries, and various
other flowery Shrubs. The foil on the hills is a kind of compoft,
confifting of rotten mofs and old decayed trees. This is frequently
waShed down into the vallies by the fudden melting of the fnow,.
and there incorporating with a light fand, forms a foil in which:
moft of our garden productions might be cultivated with fuccefs^
The climate, as may be expected, is various but; I do not
think it fo temperate even in King George's Sound as in England,,
for the hills of a moderate height are perpetually covered with
Show.
I have already enumerated the various kinds of birds andma-• rine productions we have met with. What account I can give of
the quadrupeds thou mayeft collect from the various Skins purchafedi
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chafed by us. The only animals we faw amongft the natives, were
dogs, they are of the wolf kind, very large, and appear quite do. mefticated. There is little doubt of variety of metals and minerals being found here. I have already obferved,pthat we found a
vein of coals in Cook's River. The paint ufed by the natives in
daubing their faces and bodies, appears chiefly to be black lead
and red oker; and we frequently Saw large circular wreaths of
copper both at Norfolk Sound and Queen Charlotte's Iflands,
which did not appear to be foreign manufacture, but twitted into
that Shape by the natives themfelves, to wear as an ornament about
the neck.
What number of inhabitants this extent of coaft may contain,.,
is not eafy to determine with any degree of certainty; but from,
a moderate computation, there cannot be lefs than 10,000; indeed, appearances might warrant the conjecture of their being,
considerably more, as the women appear very prolific, (every tribe
we faw having numbers of young children) and the people are totally free from that long catalogue of difeafes, which luxury and
intemperance have introduced amongft more civilized nations..
But then it muft be remembered, that neighbouring tribes are
generally at war with each other, and thefe commotions, both
from the nature of their weapons, and the. favage difpofition of"
the people, muft be attended with fatal confequences;. befides,,
there is reafon to. fuppofe that numbers are loft at fea, as they go>
©ut to a very confiderable diftance a fifhing, and Should bad weather fuddenly come on, it is impoffible for their canoes to live..
Thefe circumstances certainly tend to depopulate the country, and:
. in fome meafure account for ks being fo thinly inhabited..
The-
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The people in general are about the middle Size, their limbs
Straight, and tolerably well-Shaped ; many of the older people are
rather lean, but I never faw one perfon who could be called corpulent amongft them: both fexes are remarkably distinguished
by high prominent cheek bones and fmall eyes. A love of dirt
and filth is univerfally predominant all over the coaft. In regard
to their complexion, it is no eafy matter to determine what eaft
that is ; but if I may judge from the few people I faw tolerably
clean, thefe Indians are very little darker than the Europeans in
general.
The hair of both fexes is long and black, and would be an ornament to them, were it not for the large quantities of greafe and
red oker constantly rubbed into it, which not only gives it a difgufting appearance, but affords a never-failing harbour for vermin. Sometimes, indeed, the women keep their hair in decent
order, parting it from the forehead to the crown, and tying it behind after the manner of a club.
The young men have no beards, and I was at firft inclined to
think that this arofe from a natural want of hair on that part,
but I was foon undeceived in this particular, for all the men we
faw, who were advanced in years, had beards all over the chin,
and fome of them whiskers on each fide the upper lip.
As this fuppofed defect amongft the natives of America has occafioned much fpeculative enquiry amongft the learned and ingenious, I took every opportunity of learning how it was occafioned,
and was given to understand, that the young men got rid of their
beards by plucking them out, but that as they advance in years,
'the hair is fuffered to grow.
In
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In their drefs, there is little variety; the men generally wearing
coats (fuch, as I have already defcribed; made of fuch Skins as
fancy fuggefts, or their fuccefs in hunting furnifhes them with,
and fometimes the loofe cloak thrown over the Shoulders, and
tied with fmall leather Strings. Befides this, fome of the more civilized fort, particularly thofe in Cook's River, wear a fmall piece
of fur tied round the waift, when the heat of the day caufes them
to throw their coat afide, or they are difpofed to fell it. The drefs
of the women differs in fome refpects from that of the men : their
under garment is made of fine tanned leather, and .covers thebody from the neck to the ancle, being tied in different parts to^
make it fit clofe: over this is tied a piece of tanned leather like:
an apron, and which reaches no higfier than the waift-; the upper
garment is made in much the fame manner as the men's coats,
and generally of tanned leather, the women, not caring to wearfurs, as they were always unwilling to be Stripped of their garments, which, Should they happen to be worth purchasing, their
huSbands alway infifted on their being fold; indeed, the deportment of the women in general was decent, modeft, and becoming.
It might be imagined, that the children of thefe favages would?
enjoy the free and unreftrained ufe of their limbs from their ear—
lieft infancy > this, however, is not altogether the cafe:. three:
pieces of bark are faftened together, fo as to form a kind of chair,,
the infant, after being wrapped in furs, is put into this- chair;, and-Jaflied fo clofe, that it cannot alter its pofture even with- Struggling;,
and the chair is fo contrived, that when a mother wants to feed her
child, or give it the bread, there is no occafion to releafe it from,
its Shackles. Soft mofs is ufed by the.Indian nurfe to keep her
child clean; but little regard is paid to this article, and the poor
infants-
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1787- - Infants are often terribly excoriated, nay, I have frequently feen
.^J^i,
boys of fix or feven years old, whofe pofteriors have born evident
marks of this neglect in their infancy.

l i

Ornaments feem to differ in particular places more than drefs;
for instance—the aperture, or fecond mouth, a little above the
chin, feems confined to the men of Cook's River and Prince *
William's Sound; whilSl the wooden ornament in the under lip..
is wore by the women only, in that part of the coaft from Port
Mulgrave to Queen Charlotte's Iflands.
Beads are held in much greater estimation in the harbours firft
mentioned than any where elfe within our obfervation. Thefe ornaments were undoubtely introduced here by the Ruffians, who
have constantly traded with thefe people for many years paft, and
beads have been generally ufed in barter, fo that if we make this
a rule for judging how far the Ruffians have had a direct intercourfe on the coaft, it will appear that they have not been to the
Eaftward of Cape Hinchinbrook : and I think this conjefture far
from improbable.
There is at leaft two or three different languages fpoken on the
coaft, and yet probably they are all pretty generally understood;
though if we may credit the old Chief at Queen Charlotte's Iflands,
his people were totally ignorant of that fpoke by the inhabitants
to the Eaftward, and which we judged to be the continent: they
all appear uncouth and difficult to pronounce; yet though they
abound in confonants, the words have rather a labial and dental,
than a guttural pronunciation : however, I Shall fubjoin the numerals ufed by the natives of Prince William's Sound, Norfolk:
Sound, and King George's Sound, which will give thee a better
idea
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idea of thefe different languages than any defcription of mine can
poffibly do; at the fame time let me obferve, that thofe ufed at
King George's Sound were furnifhed me by a friend whom I met
with on board the Prince of Wales, otherwife thou mighteft
wonder at my prefumption in fending thee the language of a place
I never faw.
Prince William's Sound
and Cook's River.

One Afthlenach
Two Malchnach
Three Pinglulin
Four Staachman
Five Talchman
Six Inglulin
Seven | could not
Eight tbe afcertained.
Nine
Ten Coolin.

Norfolk Sound.

Tlaafch
Taafch
Noofch
Tackoon
Keichin
CtletufchuSh
Takatufchufh
Noofchatufchufh
Koofchufh
Chincart.

King George's \

Sorwock
Athlac
Catfa
Moo
Soutcha

Noapoo
Athlapoo
Athlaquell
Sarvacquell
Highhoo.

Thefe numerals are fpelt.as near the mode of pronunciation as
I poffibly can, and yet it is not in my power to fpeak them any
thing like the natives. In regard to pronunciation, the inhabitants of Cook's River are the moft perfect I ever met with or
heard of; they will repeat the moft difficult Englifh words with
great eafe, and particularly thofe that begin or end with th, though
Europeans in general are unable to do it.
I have already given thee fome defcription of the canoes in
general, and I Shall juft add, that the fmall ones in Cook's River
are about eighteen or nineteen feet long, and curved at each end,
II h
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fomething like the neck of a violin; they are constructed of ribs
of Slender lath, and covered with feal Skins. Their hunting and
fifhing implements are fafterled with Straps on the outfide of the
canoe, fo as to be laid hold of the moment the hunter fees his
prey. The Single canoes are rowed with fmall double bladed
paddles, and are managed by thefe people with great dexterity.
Befides the ornaments already mentioned, the Indians are very
fond of maSks or vifors, and various kinds of caps, all of which
are painted with different devices, fuch as birds, beafts, SiShes,
' and fometimes reprefentations of the human face; they have
likewife many of thefe devices carved in wood, and fome of them
far from being ill executed.
Thefe curiofities feem to be greatly valued, and are carefully
packed in neat fquare boxes, that they may the more conveniently
be carried about.
Whenever any large party came to trade, thefe treafures were
firft produced, and the principal perfons dreffed out in all their
finery before the Singing commenced. In addition to this, the
Chief (who always conducts the vocal concert) puts on a large
coat, made of the elk Skin, tanned, round the lower part of which
is one, or fometimes two rows of dried berries, or the beaks of
birds, which make a rattling noife whenever he moves. In his
hand he has a rattle, or more commonly a contrivance to anfwer
the fame end, which is of a circular form, about nine inches in
diameter, and made of three fmall Sticks bent round at different
. distances from each other: great numbers of birds beaks and dried
berries are tied to this curious instrument, which is Shook by the
Chief with great glee, and in his opinion makes no fmall addition
to
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to the concert. Their fongs generally confift of feveral Stanzas,
to each of which is added a chorus. The beginning of each Stanza
is given out by the Chief alone, after which both men and women
join and fing in octaves, beating time regularly with their hands,
or paddles : meanwhile the Chief Shakes his rattle, and makes a
thoufand ridiculous gefticulations, finging at intervals in different
notes from the reft; and this mirth generally continues near half
an hour without intermission.
I Shall here write down, in notes, a fong which I often heard
whilft we lay in Norfolk Sound : my knowledge of the fcience is
fo very fuperficial that I can fay but very little as to its accuracy;
however, it will ferve to convey a better idea of the mufic ufed on
the American coaft than any other mode of defcription can do;
, at the fame time it Should be obferved, that they have a great variety of tunes, but the method of performing them is univerfally
the fame.
Whether or no they make ufe of any hieroglyphics to perpetuate
the memory of events, I cannot fay, though their numerous drawings of birds and SiShes, and their carved reprefentations of animals and human faces, might, perhaps, warrant a fuppoSition of
the kind. Many of thefe carvings are well proportioned, and executed with a confiderable degree of ingenuity, which appears
rather extraordinary amongft a people fo remote from civilized
refinement. But then we muft confider that this art is far from
being in its infancy; a fondnefs for carving and fculpture was
difcovered amongft thefe people by Captain Cook: iron implements j
were then alfo in ufe; and their knives are fo very thin that they j
bend them into a variety of forms, which anfwer their every pur- j
pofe nearly as well as if they had recourfe to a carpenter's tool
Hh 2
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cheft. At what period iron was introduced on this coaft is very
uncertain, but it mult doubtlefs be a considerable time ago ; and
I may venture to affert that their implements are ,not of Englifh
j manufacture, {o that their is little doubt of their being: obtained
£ from the Ruffians. The only implement I faw, (iron excepted)
was a toe made' of jafper, the fame as thofe ufed by the New
Zealanders.
The ingenuity of thefe people is not confined to devices in
wood, or drawings on bark; they manufacture a kind of variegated
blanket or cloak, fomething like our horfe cloths; they do not
appear to be wove, but made entirely by hand, and are neatly
finifhed: I imagine thefe cloaks are made of wool collected from
the Skins of beafts killed in the chace ; they are held in great estimation, and only wore on extraordinary occasions.
Befides the Skin coats and cloaks wore in common, they have
large coats purpofely for war, made of the elk Skin, tanned, and
wore double, fometimes threefold. Their weapons are Spears fixed
to a pole fix or eight feet long, and a kind of fhort dagger, which
is wore in a leather cafe, and tied round the body : to this dagger
a leather thong is faftened, at the end of which is a hole for the
middle* finger, the leather is afterwards twitted round the wrift,
in order to fix the dagger firm in the hand; fo that the warrior
lofes his weapon only with his life.
Food in the winter feafon confifts chiefly of dried fifh, but when
the time of hunting comes on, they have greater variety, amongft
which broiled feal feems to be reckoned a moft delicious repaft;
they fometimes offered us pieces of it, and on our refusing this
dainty, always looked at us with a mixture of aftoniShment and
contempt.
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contempt. In the fprih'g, or rather fummer, here are variety of
herbs' which the natives eat with great relifh; and in Norfolk
Sound, we faw the wild lilly root in abundance. Though thefe
poor favages are in their general manners truly in a ftate of uncultivated barbarifm, yet in one inftance they can boaft of a refinement equal to that of more polite nations, and that is gaming,
which is carried on here to as great a pitch (comparatively Speaking) as at any of our moderate fafhionable clubs. The only gaming implements I faw, were fifty-two fmall round bits of wood,
about the fize of your middle finger, and differently marked with
red paint. A game is played by two perfons with thefe pieces of
wood, and chiefly confiSts in placing them in a variety of positions, but I am unable to defcribe it minutely. The man whom
I before mentioned our having on board at Port Mulgrave, loft a
knife,'a fpear, and feveral toes at this game in lefs than an hour:
though this lofs was at leaft equal to an English gamefter lofing
his eftate, yet the poor fellow bore his ill-fortune with great patience and equanimity of temper.
Time is calculated by moons, and remarkable events are remembered with eafe for one generation, but whether for any longer
period is very doubtful.
Sea otter Skins are the Staple commodity in the fur trade, the
other varieties we have met with I have before enumerated, and I
was informed by Mr. Etches, that King George's Soundproduced
as many different forts of Skins as Cook's River: I have alfo
taken notice of the articles moft acceptable in barter, and Shall
only add on that head, that copper is almoft the only article in
requeft at King George's Sound; and though faws are obvioufly
of the greateft ufe to the Indians, yet we found them fo little vat
lued,
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lued, that they would fcarcely take a faw for a feal Skin; but time
and ufe will no doubt teach them the value both of thefe and other
utenfils left by us on the coaft.
I have now taken notice of every circumflance reflecting thefe
people that fell within my immediate obfervation. I might indeed
fpin my letter into a volume, with notions merely conjectural;
fuch as the origin of thefe people, from what country they firft
emigrated, &c. &c. but as conjectures are fometimes partial,,
, often uncertain, and therefore inconclusive, I am fure thou wilt
be pleafed that I do not trouble thee with any thing of the kind*
and wilt perhaps think me fufficiently tedious already—fo that I
Shall conclude, with perfect affurances of unalterable efteem and
attachment, thine, &c.
W. B.
D A T E © A T SEA, 7

Auguft 15th.
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TTTTAVI N G already given thee every information in my power
A A respecting the dreary and inhofpitable American coaft, I
Shall return to our proceedings on board. I have already obferved, that we parted with our new friends in the morning of the
9th of Auguft, they Steering for Queen Charlotte's islands, and
we Shaping our courfe for Sandwich Iflands, in far better Spirits
than
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thrn when we left the coaft laft year. At 10 o'clock, Woody
Point bore North by Eaft 7 leagues diftant; our latitude at noon
was 49 deg. 30 min. and the longitude 128 deg. 10 min. Weft.
v From this to the 12th, we had a frefh Steady breeze at North
Weft, with moderate weather. Our latitude at noon on the 12th,
was 44 deg. 22 min. North; and 131 deg. 59 min. Weft longitude.

From the 12th to the 15th, we had chiefly light variable winds,
with calms by turns. Early in the morning of the 16th, a frefh
breeze again fprung up at North North Weft. Our latitude a t
noon was 41 deg. 41 min. and the longitude by lunar obfervation,
131 deg. Weft.
For fome days paft, we had feen an innumerable quantity of
curious animal and vegetable fubftances floating on the water,
called by failors, Portugueze men of war; the bottom part is about
two inches long, oval, and of a purple colour; the upper part is
quite thin and expanded, nearly in the Shape of a fan. We found
the variation of the compafs here 16 deg. 16 min. Eafterly. Our
latitude at noon on the 17th, was 40 deg. 8 min. North; and the
longitude 133 deg. 26 min. Weft.
The wind hauled gradually to the Northward and Eaftward, and
by the 21ft we might be faid to have a regular North Eaft trade:
' our latitude at noon was 34 deg. 28 min. North; and the longitude
by lunar obfervation 136 deg. 20 min. Weft. The wind continued
pretty conftant at North-Eaft, aud the weather in general moderate
and fine.
On
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On the 2d of September, being in 20 deg. 1 min. North latiL "^,', tude and 150 deg. 3 min. Weft longitude, we Steered due Weft, in
order to make Owhyhee, the principal of the Sandwich Iflands.
Our latitude at noon on the 3d was 19 deg. 55 min. North,
and our longitude, being the mean of feveral fets lunar obfervations, 152 deg. 9 min. Weft.
At fix o'clock in the morning of the 5th we faw Owhyhee, which
bore from South South Weft to Weft, one-fourth North, about fourteen leagues distant; the latitude at noon was 20 deg. 4 min. and
the longitude, by lunar obfervation, 154 deg. 41 min. Weft. The
breeze growing light, we could not fetch the land by day-light, fo
that at fix o'clock we hauled our wind to the Northward, making
occasional boards during the night.
This paffage, from the American coaft to Owhyhee, has been
by far the moft favourable of any we have experienced during the.
voyage; we have performed it in lefs than a month, whereas we expected to have been at leaft five, weeks : however, we had frefh
reafon to admire the goodnefs of Providence, which had been with
us during the whole of our voyage, and more particularly in this
inftance, for the fcurvy had already made a rapid progrefs amongft
the Ship's company, fcarcely a perfon on board being free from itsbaneful influence, and feveral of our people rendered incapable of
doing their duty, fo that had the paffage hither been long and"
tedious, it doublefs would have proved fatal to many of us, notwithstanding every antifcorbutic on board was administered in the
moft liberal manner; but the hope of Speedily procuring frefh
pork and vegetables now infufed new life and vigour into every
• perfon.
I Shall
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I fhall juft obferve here, that our people, while on the coaft, had 1787.
falted large quantities of halibut, and always eat it in preference ^ J " " ^*
to the fhip's beef and pork. Whether or no their devouring this
fait fifh, at no kind of allowance, might accelerate the fcorbutic
complaint, I leave to the faculty to determine.
But to return. — At feven o'clock in the morning of the 6th we
bore away to the Weftward, and feeing, a number of canoes
coming from the land, we hove to in order to trade with them ;
the people brought great plenty of fmall hogs and potatoes, and
were as fond as ever of iron, though we were afraid that the Imperial Eagle, and feveral of the Bengal Ships, touching here, would
have been prejudicial to the trade.
By ten o'clock a vaft number of canoes were along-fide us, and
the Indians traded very eagerly, many of them climbing up the
fhip's fide for that purpofe, and numbers merely to gratify their
curiofity, and look for any thing they could run away with. One
of this laft defcription, watching his opportunity whilft all of us
were buSily engaged with the traders, fnatched a poker from the
Armourer's forge and jumped over board with it. We called to him
repeatedly to bring it back, but all in vain, the fellow fwam off
with it, and feemed remarkably well pleafed with his acquifition:
prefently one of the canoes picked him up, and they paddled away
for the Shore. On this our Captain determined to make an
example of him, and the more fo, as if he was fuffered to efcape
with impunity, we Should find it impoffible to trade with fuch
a multiplicity of people, without being continually fubject to their
depredations \ on which feveral mufkets were Sired at the thief,
and we prefently faw that he. was very feverely wounded, by his
bleeding profufely. After fome time, his companions were perIi
fuaded
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1787. fuaded to bring him along-fide, and we got him on board. The
beptemer. ^ j ^ a d Struck his under-jaw, and hurt part of the upper-lip..
Our Surgeon dreffed the wound in the beft manner he was able,,
and we fent the poor fellow away ; but before he left us, he petitioned the Captain for a toe, and received it..
The Indians were not in the leaft intimidated by this circumflance, but traded with us prefently afterwards, as if nothing had
happened.
It was not our Captain's intention to anchor at tin-is ifland,
but ply off and on occasionally, in order to procure a good fupply
of hogs and vegetables, and all the line we could meet with, this
part of Owhyhee affording great plenty of SiShing-lines, which we
had found, by experience, to be particularly ufeful in making ropes
for various purpofes*.
At noon we faw Mowee, the Eaft end of which bore North
56 deg. Weft, about twelve leagues diftant, and the extremes of
Owhyhee, from South 76 deg. Weft to North 30 deg. Eaft, about
eight miles diftant from Shore: our latitude was 20 deg. 17 min,.
North.
The weather during the 7th being moderate, we plied occasionally, as beft fuited our conveniency for trading with the people,
who kept fupplying us with hogs and vegetables; fo that by the
evening we had got an ample fupply of provisions.

m\

At fix o'clock in the morning of the 8th, having a frefh. Eafterljr
breeze and fine weather, we Stood along the Shore, for the Weftermoft point of the ifland, which at noon bore South, about five
leagues
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leagues diftant, and our diftance from Shore about four miles: a 1787.
number of canoes followed us, but being favoured with a frefh ScPtembcr«
Steady breeze, we foon left them behind. About one o'clcck, being well in with the South-Weft point, we hove to, in order to
give the people an opportunity of trading for curiofities, our Captain having given them liberty for that purpofe. A vaft number
of canoes came along-fide us from this part of the ifland, and we
purchafed a good quantity of line for the fhip's ufe. At three
o'clock we made fail, and bore up for Whahoo, that being the
place Captain Dixon intended to wood and water at. At fix o'clock
the fmall ifland Tahoura, bore North 60 deg. Weft, about 8 leagues
<Iiftant. In the evening the breeze freshening, we double-reefed
the topfails and mainfail, and at ten o'clock hauled our wind to the
Southward, it not being prudent to run in the night. At five o'clock
in the morning of the 9th we wore and made fail; the weather was
fine, with a freSh Eafterly breeze, which continued during the former part of the day, but afterwards we had light bailing winds,
with calms by turns. At noon, the Weft end of Ranai bore
North 10 deg. Weft, about ten miles diftant. During the afternoon we had feveral canoes from Ranai along-fide, which brought
us a number of fiShing-lines, but little befides: thefe we purchafed with fmall toes.
At fix o'clock a bluff-head on the Weft fide of Ranai, much refembling Beachy-Head, bore North 6 deg. Eaft, five miles diftant.
In the evening we had feveral heavy fqualls, which caufed us to
clofe-reef the topfails, and fingle-reef the mainfail; but about midnight the weather grew moderate, and at day-light in the morning of the ioth, we {et all fail on feeing Whahoo. right a-head.
We were favoured with a frefh Eafterly breeze, and by half paft
eleven o'clock, being well into the bay we formerly anchored in,
Ii 2
we
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1787. we came to with the beft bower, in eight and a half fathom water,
eptember. Q v e r a fan(jy bottom interfperfed with rocks. The extremes of the
bay bore from South 80 deg. Eaft, to South 68 deg. Weft, about
two miles diftant from Shore.
. Our intention was to Slay here no longer than was neceffary to
procure wood and water, as we knew from fad experience that it
was fcarcely poffible to lay here for any length of time without
injuring our cables, not only on account of the foul bottom, but
from the heavy fwell constantly fetting into the bay at South
Eaft.
There was feveral canoes along-fide, fome of which we fent on
Shore for water; but few of the people brought any, faying that
every thing was tabooed.
During the afternoon our people were employed in fetting up
the rigging fore and aft. Towards the evening our visitants were
pretty numerous, but they confifted chiefly of females who came
along-fide, expecting to get hufbands for the night, fo that though
we at prefent were restricted from neceffary articles, yet thofe who
were difpofed to folace themfelves with the chearful Whahoo damfels, had no reafon to repine. In the morning of the n t h our
old friend the Prieft, with his ufual attendants, paid us a vifit.
From him we learnt that the King propofed paying us a vifit, before the natives were allowed to furnifh us with water or provisions.
Accordingly, about noon Teereteere came on board, attended by a
number of Chiefs, and his nephew Myaro, whofe Shape and figure
I had fo greatly admired when laft at this place. He was grown
rather Stouter than when I" faw him laft, but his Skin was covered
in feveral places with a kind of white fcurf, which at firft I imagined
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giried to be the effect of his drinking ava. On aSking him about
it, he told me that it was a breaking out very common amongft
them ; and fo far from being occafioned by drinking ava, that it
was a crime for fo young a perfon as himfelf to touch it.
j . The King brought a fine hog and fome cocoa-nuts as a prefent r.
but it was evident that he meant to regulate his conduct towards.
us by the reception we gave him, and that we might expect our
wants fupplied in proportion as he approved of our prefents : he
enquired repeatedly after Captain Portlock, and appeared very anxious to fee him. Myaro, and feveral of the Chiefs afked after Piapia, and feemed well pleafed to hear of his being at Atoui.
After Teereteere had fatisfied his curiofity, and Captain Dixon
made Him a prefent of fome toes and other trifling articles, he went
on Shore; and we prefently found the good effects of our bounty,
great numbers of the natives flocking to us with water, fo that by
fun-fet we had filled fourteen butts.
By day-light in the morning of the 12th, we were furrounded by
canoes full of water, fo that the remainder of our empty cafks were
. prefently filled, and many of the poor Indians emptied their gourds,
into the fea, when they found we had no occafion for any more.
Our next object was to procure wood, which our friends no fooner
knew than they paddled away for the Shore, and in lefs than an
hour-began to fupply us very brifkly. They alfo brought a great
quantity of fruit, fomewhat refembling a nectarine, and which I
had not noticed when laft at this ifland: they eat very agreeably,
-^and are cool, juicy, and refreshing.. The natives fupplied us but
fparingly with hogs and vegetables, but we had not the leaft want
of either, the fupply we got at Owhyhee being far from expended*
About
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About noon Teereteere and his attendants paid us another vifit,
D1 m n
' gi g t w o "1C®S a n ( i ^ o m e cocoa-nuts as a prefent. T h e A r mourer being at w o r k , Captain Dixon ordered him to make a
pahou for the King, which pleafed him wonderfully, and he expreffed his friendfhip for us in the moft unreferved manner, p r o mising to accommodate Po Pote, when he came, with every thing
t h e ifland afforded.

By three in the afternoon we had got a fufficient quantity of wood
o n board, and our Captain determining to leave this place as foon
as poffible, the people were employed in clearing the decks, and
getting every thing ready for fea. T h o u wilt probably hear from
m e at Atoui. T h i n e ,
W . B.
WHAHOO,

y

September 13th.

j
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A V I N G a freSh Eafterly breeze, we weighed anchor at five
o'clock in the morning of the 13th, and made fail for Atoui.
D u r i n g our Stay at W h a h o o , the W i n d had been Steady at E. N . E .
and the weather very moderate. T h e mean of the thermometer
7 9 deg. and the latitude of our anchoring birth 21 deg. 16 min.
North.

We
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We had been favoured with the company of the old Prieft and
Ms attendants Since the morning of the 12th; and no canoe now
comng. for him, we made feveral boards in the bay, being unwilling to take the old man to Atoui, if we could avoid it.
Towards feven o'clock the Prieft's canoe came along-fide; and
prefently afterwards we faw that of the King putting off in a great
hurry, on which we backed the main-topfail, and foon found itto>
be Tereteeree and his attendants.
When the King came on board, he feemed to be forry that we
Should leave Whahoo fo foon, and endeavoured to perfuade us
that his only motive in paying this vifit was to bid us farewell:
but it was eafy to perceive that interest principally brought him on
board; and that he was unwilling we Should leave the ifland, and
have all our wants fupplied fo very expeditiously, without making
fome addition to our former prefents; though, to do him juftice, '
no demand of the kind was directly made; but he frequently insinuated, that our being fo fpeedily fupplied with wood and water, was
in confequence of his immediate orders for that purpofe; and that
the fame refpectful attention Should be Shewn to Po Pote, whenever he arrived. AsTereteere feemed to lay great ftrefs on this laft
circumftance, our Captain made him a prefent of a few axes and
Saws, with which he was pleafed to the higheft degree, imaginable.
Our courfe being near that part of the ifland where the King
ufually refided, he Staid on board fome time, and was much delighted to fee the Ship under fail. As we were Steering nearly
before the wind, Captain Dixon ordered the man at the helm to.
luff up and bear away occasionally, a circumftance which engaged
Tereteeree's attention very much, and excited his Surprize and admiration.
Towards
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Towards eleven o'clock, being nearly abreaft Whititte Bay, the
King's refidence, he left us, with manysprofeffions of friendShip, frequently repeating the word proba ; or, I wifh you a good
voyage and a fair wind.
In the afternoon, and'during the night, we had light variable
winds, the weather clofe and fultry. In the morning of the 14th,a moderate breeze fprung up at N. N. E. At noon, the South
Weft point of Whahoo bore South 75 degrees-Eaft ; and the North
Weft point North 83 degrees Eaft, about eight leagues diftant.

'it* 1

m

During the afternoon and night, we had light baffling winds,
with intervening calms. At eight o'clock in the morning of the
15th, we faw King's Mount, Atoui, which bore North Weft by
Weft half Weft, nine leagues diftant. At noon we had a light
Eafterly breeze and clear weather. The meridian altitude gave
21 deg. 43 min. North latitude. At fix in the afternoon, the extremes of Atoui bore from North 20 deg. Well, to South $$
deg. Weft; diftant from Shore four or five leagues.
The evening being cloudy and dark, at feven o'clock we hauled by
the wind to the Southward, and tacked occasionally during the night.
At five in the morning of the 16th, we bore up and made fail, with
a light Eafterly breeze. By nine o'clock we were within two miles
of the Eaft fide of Atoui. A number of the natives prefently
came along-fide, bringing us potatoes and taro, which we purchafed'
for nails. Our latitude at noon was 21 deg. 52 min. North.
We kept Standing along Shore for Wymoa Bay; but the wind
being light and variable, it was doubtful whether we Should be
able to effect our purpofe. Great numbers of canoes now came
along-fide the yeffel; and many of the people were rejoiced to fee
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us again: numbers of them afked after Po Pote, and feemed concerned
that he was not in our company. On our aSking after Abbenooe
and his fon Tyheira, the people told us they were both at Oneehow.
About five o'clock, our old friend Long-Shanks came on board;
he was fo rejoiced to fee his former acquaintance, that tears ran
down his cheeks, and it was fome time before he became perfectly
calm and collected. From him we learned that Abbenooe was on
Shore at Attoui, and not at Oneehow, as we had been informed.
The little breeze we had during the afternoon dying away, at
fix o'clock we came to with the fmall bower, in nineteen fathom
water, over a fandy bottom, about two miles to the Eaftward of
our former fituation.
Soon after this Tyheira came on board, and (on our aSking after
Abbenooe) began to tell us a very lamentable Story, the purport
of which was, that Since We left Atoui, a Ship had been there;
that the Captain ufed the inhabitants very ill, and even killed feveral of them; that on this account his father durft not come to
us, not knowing our veffel at fo great a diftance. Captain Dixon
told him, that no trade whatever Should be carried on until Abbenooe had been on board; on which Tyheira immediately fent a
canoe to fetch his father, and at the fame time hoifted a fignal, to
let him know that he might come fafely. This had the defired
effect, for in lefs than half an hour we had the pleafure of feeing
our good friend Abbenooe on board, and he was no lefs pleafed to
fee his old acquaintance again; but feemed forry that Captain
Portlock (or Po Pote, as he called him) was not with us. From
what Tyheira had told' us refpecting the Strange veffel, we were
inclined to think that it was Captain Meares who had quarrelled
Kk
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with the natives, efpecially as our Captain had recommended him
to touch at Atoui in preference to any of the iflands. On our
afking Abbenooe about this circumftance, he informed us that the
Nootka had left Atoui twenty days, and that the Captain was
enou, or a bad man, and had not given any prefent whatever, though
he had been plentifully fupplied with every refreshment the ifland
afforded.
Our Captain's intention was not to Stay here any longer than
was neceffary to procure a good fupply of hogs, and as many vegetables as would ferve the Ship's company whilst they kept good,
and indeed this feemed likely to detain us but a very Short time,
for early in the morning of the 17th we were furrounded with
canoes, filled with taro, potatoes, cocoa-nuts, and fugar-cane:
many of them had fine large hogs, particularly Abbenooe, Tyheira, Long-Shanks, and old Toe-Toe, the Chief who ufed formerly
to fupply us fo plentifully with taro. We prefently purchafed
more hogs than we could conveniently carry away alive: on this
our Captain ordered the people to kill and fait as many for feaftore as were fufficient to fill two puncheons.
Early in the morning of the 18th our decks were crouded with
visitors; for, although it had been our conftant cuftom when at
thefe iflands before, to admit very few people on board, yet at this
time it could fcarcely be avoided, efpecially as Captain Portlock
was abfent, and we were willing to Shew every attention in our
power to all thofe who had rendered any little fervices to either
veffel.
Amongft the reft of our new guefts, Tyheira introduced his
wife and two little boys : the eldefi is a Sharp little fellow, about
four
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four years old > the younger, Still in his mother's arms. She is a 1787*
very pretty modeft looking woman, and feems to regard her chil- ,J_,-_,_
dren with a fondnefs truly maternal: Tyheira, by way of paying
a compliment to our Captain, has named his eldeft boy Po Potey
after Capt. Portlock, and the younger Ditteana, after Capt. Dixon.
Abbenooe informed us, that the King propofed coming on board
in the courfe of the forenoon, and about ten o'clock Tiara made
his appearance in a large double canoe, accompanied by another,
"in which were his daughter and two nieces. The attendants on
thefe great perfons were very numerous, and joined in a heevhX''
or fong, on their coming on board, fuperior to any thing of the
kind I ever heard at thefe iflands.
The king was greatly pleafed to fee us again, and enquired
particularly after Po Pote. On being told that we Should Stay no
longer than to procure a fupply of provisions, he feemed folicitous
to accommodate us with every thing the ifland afforded, and indeed all the Chiefs vied with each other in Speedily fupplying our
various wants; even intereft feemed to be forgot in the good natured buttle of kind and friendly offices.
Amongft the many inftances of kindnefs and good natured attention we met with at this time from the Chiefs in general, I
cannot omit mentioning an action of Long-Shanks, as it does him
the greateft honour, and would reflect credit even on a perfon of
education and refined fenfibility.
Long-Shanks had been often on board when we were laft at
Atoui, and by that means was perfonally acquainted with all
our people. Being naturally curious and inquifitive, he now
K k 2
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took an opportunity of going amongft them to afk a number of
questions about the voyage. On going down between decks, he
met with the Carpenter, who had been troubled with a lingeringa
diforder for a considerable time, and at prefent was very weak and
poorly. His pale countenance and emaciated figure affected poor
Long-Shanks very fenfibly; a tear of pity Stole unheeded down hischeek, and he began to enquire about his complaint in a tone of
tendernefs and compaffion : feeing him very weak and infirm, he
gently chafed and preffed the Sinews and mufcles of his legs and
thighs, and gave him all the confolation in his power. Prefently
afterwards he came upon deck, called his canoe, and went on Shore
in a hurry, without taking leave of any perform on the quarterdeck, which was contrary to his ufual cuftom ;. but he returned '
very Shortly, bringing a fine fowl along with him,, which he immediately carried down to the Carpenter, told him to have it dreffed
directly, and he hoped it would make him better in a day or two.
This circumftance Shews, that thefe people are far from being
deftkute of the fine feelings of human nature, and at the fame
time may lead one to imagine that difeafes are not very uncommon amongft them.
About noon a frefh .breeze Springing up from the Northward'T
Captain Dixon wifhed to embrace this opportunity of weighing, :
anchor; but on looking over our Stock of vegetables, it wasjudged neceffary to procure a further fupply, as we not only
wanted them for the Ship's- ufe, but alfo to feed the hogs, of
which we had near eighty on board, large and fmall. No fooner
was the king informed of what we wanted, than he immediately
went on Shore, together with Abbenooe, Toe-Toe, Tyheira, and
Long-Shanks, all of them promising to come back very foon with
aroti
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arou arou, or great plenty of taro. In the mean time we un- 1787.
moored, and got-every thing ready for
fea.
^ptember.
About three o'clock the King and Chiefs returned, each bringing
a large double canoe loaded with taro and fugar-cane, fo that we
were now completely furnifhed with every neGeflfary article the
ifland afforded.
The expedition.and difpatch^ with which we got this laft taro,
^aadrtheir free and generous manner in bringing it on board, both
furprized and pleafed us j and our Captain was not flow in
making fuitable returns. To the King he gave a pahou, a large
baize cloak edged*withribfcofr,and a very large toe, which pleafed
him fo much, that he began to think himSelftthe greateft monarch^
inythe .uhiverfe. The other Chiefs were rewarded-with toes, axes,
and faws, entirely- to their fatisf&Stion. The ladies, too, ^of
whom we had no fmall. number of considerable rank on board):
W^e-liheraliyiornamented-i with -buttons and beads. In Short, all
parties were perfectly pleafed, and were profufe in then profeffionst
of kindnefs and acknowledgment.
. Before wefinally-leavethefe iflands, thou, perhaps, wilt expect
a kind of fupplementary account in addition:'to what I have occa;fioaally-faid respecting them and their inhabitants. Whatrfew
renaarks I am .able tomake, are now very much at thy fervice..
Thefe.iflaads were discovered by the late Captain Cook, during;
his Jaft voyage to the Pacific Ocean. He named them SandwichV'
Iflands, in honour of the Earl of Sandwich, his particular patron,,
and who at that time prefided at the Admiralty Board..
This.-
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This.-difcovery, fufficient alone to render his name immortal,,
eptem g. TOay. ^ ^^ t Q j i a v e brought him to an untimely end, as he loft
his life at Owhyhee, in confequence of a difpute with the natives:.
* They are fituated from 18 deg. 54 min. to 22 deg. 15 min.
North latitude; and from 154 deg. 56 min. to 160 deg. 24 min.
Weft longitude, and are eleven in number; viz. Owhyhee,
Mowee, Ranai, Morokinne, Tahoaroa, Moretoi, Whahoo, Atoui,
Oneehoura, Nehow, or Oneehow, and Tahoura. The particular
extent of each ifland I cannot give thee, as thou mayeft know
from the tenor of my former letters that our acquaintance with I
the major part of them is very fuperficial: on this head I Shall
juft obferve, that Owhyhee is the fartheft to the Southward and'
Eaftward, the fouth point being in 18 deg. 54 min. North latitude ; and the Eaftermoft part 154 deg." 56 min. Weft longitude.
The reft trend in a direction nearly North Weft, and in the order
already mentioned; the North point of Atoui being 22 deg. 15min. North latitude ; and the Weft part of Tahoura in 160 deg.
24 min. Weft longitude.
Mowee is fituated next to Owhyhee, and appears to be about
twenty miles long. According to Captain Cook's account there
is a fine bay to the Eaft fide of this ifland, which we propofed
making in November laft, but were prevented by contrary winds..
Tahoaroa and Morokinne are fituated betwixt Mowee and Ranai j
they are mere garden fpots, and I cannot fay whether they are
inhabited. Ranai is considerably fmaller than Mowee; its produce is much the fame with that of the iflands in general. Mo2
retoi
I See 1 chart of the ifland in Cook's laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol.
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retoi is the next to the Northward and Weftward: its extent ap- 1787.
pears much the fame as Mowee.
Septembe
Whahoo I am inclined to think is next to Owhyhee in point of
extent, it being more than thirty miles long, and at leaft twenty
miles over in the broadeft part. T h e latitude of the bay in which I
we anchored is 21 deg. 15 min. North.
Atoui is rather more than a degree to the North Weft of W h a h o o ; it is about thirty miles long, and fifteen miles over in the
broadeft part. Oneehoura is very fmall, and is fituated between '
Atoui and Oneehow; its chief produce is yams. Oneehow is
considerably larger, being about ten miles over. Tahoura is the
Weftermoft ifland of the groupe, and I believe is uninhabited.
I

Thefe iflands in general are mountainous, and fome of them
remarkably fo. Captain K i n g * estimates Monakaah and Monaroa,
two mountains of Owhyhee, to be considerably higher than the
famous Picque of Teneriffe and the high land on Mowee feems
little inferior in height to either of them. I have before obferved
that the fummits of the two former are perpetually covered with.
fnow, and yet the numerous and well cultivated plantations round
their bafe, and the exuberant foilage of the trees with which their
fides are covered, totally deftroy every idea of Winter. N o r is
the profpect of the islands in general lefs variegated or pleafing;
the country next the fea is g^ierally crouded with villages, which
are fhaded from the fcorching heat of the'fun by the fpreading
branches of the cocoa, palm, clove, pepper, mulberry tree, &c.
As your eye advances farther into the country, numerous plantations
* See Cook's laft Voyage to the Pacific Ocean, vol. iii.
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1787. tations, laid out in the moft regular manner, engage your attention,
^ ^ Cj 'till the landfcape is finally clofed by the mountains, which are
cloathed to the very fummit with all the verdure of everlasting Spring.
Though thefe iflands arefituatedwithin the tropics, yet experience
has Shewn us that trade winds are far from being conftant here,
particularly to the Weftward of Whahoo: the weather too is
frequently unfettled; and another very great inconvenience attending thefe iflands, is the want of a good harbour ; though in
the fummer months I doubt not but veffels may lay either in
Karakakoa Bay, Owhyhee; or Wymoa Bay, Atoui, with great fafety.
I imagine the climate is much the fame as that of tropical
iflands in general. The mean of the thermometer during our
Stay here was 80 degrees.
Owhyhee is by far the moft plentiful ifland of the whole; we
may indeed affign as one reafon for this, that it is larger than any
two of the reft, but then its inhabitants are equally numerous in
proportion to its extent, and I am inclined to think they are much
more fo, confequently the land is more univerfally cultivated than
at any of the other iflands, which at once accounts for the great
plenty of vegetables, 6cc. met with here.
In my next thou wilt have what few remaining particulars I
can furnifh thee with reflecting thefe iflands; and thou mayeft
depend on their being fuch as have fallen within my immediate
obfervation. Adieu.
Thine, &c.
W. B.
September 1.8th. j
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HE circumftance which renders Owhyhee peculiarly eligible
to touch at, is the great number of fine hogs it affords :
fowls too are in great plenty here. In regard to vegetables, breadfruit, potatoes, and plantains, are the moft plentiful; taro is
more fcarce, and rather indifferent, and there are very few yams ,
to be met with.
"" -*0^

Atoui is certainly the fecond ifland for refreshments, and is in
fome refpects fuperior to Owhyhee : it produces many fine hogs,
the greateft abundance of excellent taro, together with potatoes
and plantains. Cocoa-nuts are met with here in greater abundance than, perhaps, at all the other iflands together; and there
is plenty of fine fait, which is peculiarly ufeful in curing pork for
fea-ftore : add to this, plenty of excellent water is eafily procured,
and at leaft a temporary fupply of wood. The Chiefs are eafily
attached to your interest, and by that means every bufinefs is car*
ried on with the greateft order and regularity.
Whahoo, though greatly inferior to either of the iflands juft
mentioned in regard to hogs or vegetables, yet it confeffedly claims
a firft place for fupplying thofe moft neceffary articles, wood and
water; and I have reafon to think that in a few years it will equal
Atoui in point of fertility. . A fpirit of improvement feems to
animate the people to a very great degree j and it is really aftoL1
nifhing

I
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nifhing to fee the different afpect many parts of the ifland now
' wear to what they did the firft time we anchored there. The bay
we lay in, and Whititte bay in particular, are crouded with new
plantations, laid out in the moft regular order, and which feem
to be in a very flourishing State of cultivation.
Oneehow is remarkable for the great quantity of excellent yams
it produces; there is alfo a fweet root called tee, or tea, found
here: it is generally about the thicknefs of a perfon's wrift, but
fometimes much larger, and is generally baked by the natives previous to their bringing it for barter. This root is of a wet, clammy
nature, and with proper management makes excellent beer.—The.
other iflands in general produce a few hogs, together with potatoes,
bread-fruit, taro, plantains, and fait; which laft article renders
thefe iflands fuperior to Otaheke, or any of the beautiful iflands
in the Southern Pacific Ocean, none of them producing any of
this very ufeful article.
Hogs and dogs are the only quadrupeds we faw here. The dogs
appear to be of the cur kind, dull and heavy j they have Sharp
pointed ears projecting towards the nofe.
Birds are not in any great variety here: the humming-bird already mentioned, are by far the moft numerous, and of which,
there are two Species; viz. the red-bird before defcribed, and
another, the breaft of a pale green, the back and wings of a light
brown.. There are alfo ducks, terns, owls, &c. Great numbers
of the tropic bird and man of war bird breed at Tahoura, (which
is uninhabited) and are frequenly caught there by the natives.
The fiSh moft frequently met with here are dolphins, cavallies,
Sharks, &c. Sharks are much efteemed, probably on account of
then;
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their teeth, and the food they afford to the Towtows or menial 1787.
fervants, who are restrained from eating the better kinds of fifh. ^ptember.
The wood at thefe iflands is very plentiful on the mountains,
and of various kinds; but the principal are chiefly two, one refembling mapogany, the other ebony.
What nuhber of inhabitants thefe iflands contain, is impoffible
for me to fay with any degree of certainty. Captain King computes them t four hundred thoufand, but, with all deference to
fuch refpectlble authority, I cannot help thinking this account
greatly exaggerated, and indeed this is pretty evident from fimilar
paffages in tie fame voyage. Captain Cook, when at Atoui in
the beginning of the voyage, estimates that ifland to contain
thirty thoufalid inhabitants, and this from a fuppofition that
there are fix y villages on the ifland, each containing five hundred people. This calculation is certainly in the extreme, but
.Captain King makes it Still greater, and concludes Atoui to contain fifty-foui thoufand inhabitants, which is finely too many by
at leaft one half. If therefore we deduct from the remainder of
his calculations in the farm proportion, and reckon the whole
number of irnabkants at tvo hundred thoufand, I am perfuaded
it will be much nearer the ruth than Captain King's calculation-,
which feems to be founds on opinion merely fpeculative, rather
than the refllt of clofe otfervation.
Thefe pedple in theircemper and difpofition are harmlefs, inoffenfive, am friendly ; not fubject to paffion, or eafily provoked ;
in their mainers they tre lively and chearful, ever ready to render any litje fervice h their power even to Strangers, and puifue every ting they indertake with unremitting diligence and apL 12
plication.
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plication. When attached to any perfon, they are Steady in fiReii1,
friendship, and are not eafily tempted to neglect the interest of
thofe for whom they have once profeffed a regard. In opposition to thefe good qualities, it muft be coiaMed that they areguilty of theft, and will not fcrupfe to plunder waenever they
have an opportunity; but this is moft frequently practifed by
the Towtows-,and from the imperfect knowledge we have of their
cuftoms, it is impoffible to fay -how far theft is reckoned a crime..
Yet with all thi§ .propenfity to thieving, we never met with an
inflance of difhonefty whenever any thing was comnitted to theircharge, however valuable it rfligiitt be to them.
Their language is foft, fmooth, and abounds wifat vowels. In
their converfation witfc each other it appears very copious, and
they fpeak with great volubility; Kit when cohverfing with us,
they only make ufe of thofe word$ which are moftexpreffive and
Significant, purpofely omitting the njany articles anl conjunctions
made ufe of when fpeaking to ead other. But as a Specimen
will give thee a much better idea <f the language than any defcription can poffibly do, I Shall lere fubjoin a vocabulary of
words which I collected the meaningW during our Slay here.
Tanie, a hujband.
Whaheene, a wife or woman.
Madooa tanie, father.
Madooa whaheene, mother*
Titu nanie, brother.
Titu whaheene, ftfter.
Titu, child.
Myre, a king.
Aree, a chief

a ftav or menial
feriant.
Tata, \ man or Mr
Boa, a\og.
Manu, [fowl.
Ei ha, fib in generd.
Wharra, potatoes.
Neehu, coda nuts.
To, fugar \zne.

TowtW,
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a piece of cloth wore by
Vy, water.
the women round the September.
Ahou,
T a r o , a large root fo called*.
waift.
Poe, taro pudding.
E n o u , bad.
Maia, plantains.
M a n o , a Jhark.
Myty, goood, pretty, fine, right.
Patai, fait.
Areea, prefently, by and bye.
Pe emy, come here, bring it here.Oofe, or ooughe, yams..
Mere mere, jhew me.
Malama, the fun.
Arre, get away, march off.
Maheina, the moon.
Areuta, on jhore.
Booboo, a butt07i..
f a number of buttons Abbobo, to-morrow.
Poreema,
\
on a ftring.
Heeva, aftnig in chorus..
Ete,. fmall.
H o u , a nail.
Nooe, large.""
Mattou, afijh-hook.
Oe, you.
Araia, a feather necklace.
Moe, tofieep.
Taheidy, a fan or fty-ftap.
Porore, hungry.Pahou, a fpear.
Pooninne, ftck.
Tooheihe, wood.
Meme, to make water..
Ava, an intoxicating root.
Tooti, to eafe nature.
Matano, a prefent.
H o n e hone, to falute..
Avaha, a canoe.'
Paha, may be, perhaps.
T o a , a paddle.
A r o u arou, great plenty.
Tibo, a gourd or calabajh.
Emotoo, old, broke, much wore.
H i dirro, go below.
Matte matte, dead, to kill. .
Tabahou, a pail or bucket.
On re, a deiiial of any kind.
Taboo, an interdiction.
O why toenoa, what is your name..
T o u r o , rope or line of any kind.
a ftone in the jhape of T o o t a poota, a hole.
a liar or deceitful:
an adze, a flat piece
Poone poone,
perfon.
of iron.
Marow, cloth wore by the 7nen.
Tihi, one.
Earna,

{
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Earna, two.
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Toro, three.
Hah, four.
Areema, five
Ahono, fix.
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Aheto, feven.
Ahanou, eight. .
Heeva, nine. .
Hoome, ten.

In writing thefe words, I have fpelt them as near the pronunciation as I poffibly could; and yet it is probable many of them
might Strike the ear of another perfon very differently. The fame
may be faid in regard to the names of their Chiefs. I Shall juft
obServe, that where the accent falls on the letter a, it is generally
pronounced broad.
Thefe people in general are about the middle Size, rather Slender, their limbs Straight and well proportioned. Some of the
Arees are inclined to corpulency, particularly the Aree women,
and then Skin is fmoother and fofter than thofe of the common
rank, but this is owing to want of exercife, and an unlimited indulgence in the article of food. They are in general of a nut colour, though fome of the women are fairer, and their hands and
fingers are remarkably-fmall and delicate.
Both fexes go naked, except about the waift. The men wear a
narrow piece of cloth, called a marow, barely fufficient to cover
the adjacent parts: the ahou, or women's drefs, is much larger,
and generally reaches from the waift to the middle of the thigh.
The beards of the men are fuffered to grow; their hair is cut
-clofe on each fide the head, but grows long from the forehead to
the back of the neck, fomewhat refembling a helmet. The women cut theirs quite clofe behind, and on the top of the head;
1
the

NORTH-WEST

COAST OF

AMERICA.

the front is turned up like the toupee of an Englifh beau, and is
frequently daubed with cocoa-nut oil, and lime made from fhells,
which often gives it a fandy difagreeable colour. Sometimes, by
way of ornament, they wear a wreath of flowers fancifully difpofed about the head; inftead of a bracelet, a Shell is tied round
the wrift, and a fondnefs for this ornament has rendered buttons
fo much efteemed by thefe gay damfels in general; the neck, too,
is adorned with various forts of fhells, fastened on Strings, after
the manner of a necklace. But the moft beautiful ornament
wore by the women is a necklace or araia, made from the variegated feathers of the humming-bird, which are fixed on Strings
fo regular and even, as to have a furface equally fmooth as velvet;
and the rich colours of the feathers gives it an appearance equally
rich and elegant.
The caps and cloaks wore by the men are Still Superior in
beauty and elegance. The cloaks are in general about the Size
of thofe wore by the Spaniards ; the ground is net-work, and the
feathers are fewed on in alternate fquares, or triangular forms of
red and yellow, which have a moft brilliant appearance. The
ground of the caps is wicker-work, in the form of a helmet; the
elevated part from the forehead to the hind pari of the neck, is
about a hand's breadth, and generally covered with yellow feathers, the Sides of the cap with red. This cap, together with the
cloak, has an appearance equally Splendid, if not fuperior to any
fcarlet and gold whatever.
Thefe truly elegant ornaments are Scarce, and only poffeffed byChiefs of the higheft rank, who wear them on extraordinary occasions. There are cloaks of. an inferior kind, whichjmve only
a narrow.
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a'narrow border of red and yellow feathers, the reft being covered
with feathers of the tropic and man of war bird.
Nor are thefe caps and cloaks, though confeffedly elegant in a
fuperior degree, the only proofs of invention and ingenuity Shewn
by thefe people in matters of ornament. Their mats are made
with a degree of neatnefs equal to any of European manufacture,
and prettily diversified with-a variety of figures Stained with red.
Thofe ufed to Sleep on are plain, and of a coarfer kind, but made
with an equal degree of neatnefs and regularity.
Cloth is another article which gives thefe Indians equal Scope
for fancy and invention. It is made from the Chinefe paper mulberry-tree, and when wet, (being of a foft, malleable fubftance) is
beat out with fmall fquare pieces of wood, to from twelve to
eighteen inches wide, and afterwards Stamped with various colours
and a diversity of patterns, the neatneSs and elegance of which
would not diSgrace the window of a London linen-draper.
How this cloth is Stamped I never could learn ; the different colours are extracted from vegetables found in the woods. There
is another kind of cloth much finer than the above, and beat out
to a greater extent: it is of a white colour, and frequently wore
by the Aree women,, in addition to the ahou. Fans and fly-flaps
are ufed by both {exes.
The fans are uSually made of the cocoa-nut fibres, neatly wove;
the mounting is of a fquare form, and the handle frequently decorated with hair. The fly-flaps are very curious; the'handles
are decorated with alternate pieces of wood and bone, which at a
diftance
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diftance has the appearance of finiered work; the upper part or 1787.
flap is the feathers of the man of war bird.
Sept.mber
• FiSh-hooks are made of the pearl oyfter-Shell, and fo contrived
as to ferve for both hook and bait. Thofe intended for Sharks are
considerably larger, and made of wood.
Befides the variety of fifhing-lines already mentioned, they
have various other kinds of cordage, and- made of different materials. The worft forts were found ufeful in rounding our
cables; that of a better kind was appropriated to other purpofes;
and the fifhing-lines made excellent tackle-falls, top-gallant haulyards, &c. I have already taken notice of the baSkets we faw at
Owhyhee: at the fame place we faw fome fquare pillows, made
nearly of the fame materials as the mats, and which I am informed
refemble thofe ufed in China.
Nets are made here with great ingenuity, and very large. I
cannot inform thee what ufe they make of them, but they certainly are not altogether for ornament.
The form of their gourds or calabafhes is fo very various, that
they certainly make ufe of art to give them different Shapes.
Some are of a globular form, with a long narrow neck, like a
bottle;. others are tall and circular, but of equal width from top
to bottom. Others again, though narrower towards the mouth,
yet are fufficiently wide to admit the hand: many of thefe are
very prettily Stained in undulated lines, which at a diftance appear like paint.
Mm
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What little account I can give thee of their plantations thou
' haft already had, and I had no opportunity of feeing any other
cultivation than taro; but every thing elfe, I doubt not, is managed with equal care and attention.
Their houfes greatly refemble an hay-flack in Shape, and areneatly thatched with flags, or rufhesj; the door place is fo very low
that you are almoft obliged to enter on all fours. They have no
better contrivance for a door than a few temporary boards. The
inSide of their dwellings are kept neat and clean ; a coarfe mat is
Spread on the floor; and as they have no feparate apartments, that
part of the room appropriated for repofe is rather elevated, and
covered with mats of a finer fort. The houfhold utenfils are
placed on a wooden bench, and confift of gourds, and wooden
bowls and difhes, which in general conftkute the whole of their
furniture. Thofe who are poffeffed of hogs or-fowls, keep them
in fmall out-houfes appropriated for that purpofe.
The method univerfally practifed to drefs their victuals is
baking, which is done in the following maner: a hole is dug in
the ground fufficiently deep to anfwer the purpofe of an oven, at
the bottom of which a number of hot Stones are laid; thefe being
covered with leaves, whatever they want dreffed is laid on them ;
more leaves are now laid on, and another layer of hot Stones being
added, the oven is covered. If a hog is baked, the belly is always
filled with hot Stones. Cuftom has rendered this mode of dreffing
victuals So very familiar, that they can tell the exact time when
any thing is fufficiently done ? and I muft own that in baking taro
or yams, they far excelled our people: they alfo drefs the young
tops of taro fo as to be an excellent fubftkute for greens, though
we never could boil them fo as to eat palatably.
The
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The better forts of food, fuch as hogs and fowls, are confined 1787.
entirely to the Areesi but baked dog is reckoned a peculiar de- y ! ™ 1 ^
licacy.
The Towtows, and the women in general, live on SiSh and
vegetables. A kind of pudding made of taro constitutes a principal
part of their food. The fifh moft efteemed is dolphin, and they
have an excellent method of curing them, fo as to keep good for
any length of time. Why the women Should be tabooed from
flefh I never could learn; but it cannot furely proceed from fcarci-rt y ; and the Aree women are fometimes indulged with it.
The knives ufed in killing and dreffing hogs are made of Shark's
teeth, and fo contrived as to be ufed in this bufinefs with equal
dexterity and difpatch.
The canoes are nof only finifhed with neatnefs and ingenuity,
but at the fame time are lafting proofs of perfeverance and industry. They are made of a Single tree, and are from twelve feet 1
to forty or fifty feet long. The hollowing thefe trees, and bringing
each end to a proper point with their rude unfafhioned tools, muft
be a work of time and unremitting attention: they are in general
about an inch thick, and heightened with additional boards neatly
fitted round the fides. The fingle canoes are Steadied by an outrigger, and the double ones are held together by femi-circular
poles, firmly laShed to each part of the canoe; over thefe, and
parallel.with the canoe, is a kind of platform, which ferves to
carry hogs, vegetables, or any thing they want to convey from
one place to another, and at the fame time is a convenient feat
for the principal perfons of both fexes, whilft the Towtows, who
Mm 2
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paddle, always fit in the body of the canoe. Their paddles are
about four or five feet long, and greatly refemble a baker's pail.
Thefe people are very dexterous in catching fifh, two instances
of which I had an opportunity of feeing. One day, when a number
of Indians were along-fide the veffel, one of our people, who was,
fifhing with a fmall hook and line, had his bait taken by a large
fifh; being unwilling to lofe his line (which being a SandwichIfland one, was regarded as a curiofity) he veered it away, but was
afraid to haul it again; on this an Indian requested to have the
management of it, which being granted, he played the fifh with
eafe, and in a Short time got it fafe into his canoe. It proved to
be a large cavallie, and weighed one hundred pounds. Another
time, a large Shark laid hold of a fmall line, which was immediately
given to an Indian who happened to be along-fide j he played the*
Shark for at leaft two miles, without, hurting the line, and he only
got away at laft by drawing the hook Straight as wire.
Another fpecies of ingenuity met with amongft thefe people iscarving: they have a number of wooden images reprefenting*
human figures, which they efteem as their gods; but I greatly
doubt whether religion is held in any great estimation amongft
them, for I could purchafe every god amongft the iflands for a few
toes. Sometimes their ava difhes are fupported by three of thefe
little wooden images, and this I reckon a mafter-piece in their
carving. The bowls and difhes are made of a kind of wood resembling ebony, and are finifhed with a proportion and polifli
equal, if not fuperior, to any thing made by our turners:
The inhabitants of thefe islands appear fubject to very few difeafes;
and though they doubtlefs have been injured, by their connection with-.
1
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Europeans, yet fo Simple is their manner of living, that they pay lit- 1787.
tie regard to this circumftance, and feem to think it an affair of ^_!l*Leij'
no confequence.
I am inclined to think that moft of their diforders proceed from?
an immoderate ufe of ava; it weakens the eyes, covers the body
with a kind of leprofy, debilitates and emaciates the whole frame,
makes the body paralytic,, haftens old age, and no doubt brings'
©n death itfelf..
The taboo I have before taken notice of: this is generally laid
on by the priefts, and fometimes by a perfon appointed particularly
for thatpurpofe, who is called Tonata (or the taboo) man. When
any particular fpot of ground is tabooed, the wands ufed in.
marking the hounds refemble our gun-rods, and are tipped with
a tuft of dog's hair;

;

The heevas, or fongs,. cannot be defcribed by notes, as they,
rather refemble a quick energetic man-nner of fpeaking, than
Singing;; and the performers feem. to pay more attention to the
motions of the body than the modulations of the voice. The
women- are the moft frequent performers in this kind of merriment ;. they begin their performance flow and. regular, but by
degrees it grows brisker and more animated-, till it terminates in
convulfions of laughter.
It is very evident that thefe people have not the leaft idea of
melody, as the tones and modulation hi all their fongs are invariably the fame; however, there feems to be fome degree of
invention (I had almoft faid poetry) in the compofition of the
words, which are often on temporary fubjects; and the frequent
peals
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i$$7- peals of laughter are no doubt excited by fome witty a#Bnbn o£
September. J
. - j • .1
^ ^ T - ^ j . other contained 111 them, a
The warlike implements in ufe among thefe people are Spears*
flings, and bows and arrows.
The (pears are made of a kind of mahogany, about fix feetr
long; one end is barbed, the other tapered nearly to a point: they
throw them at each other, and thofe that are expert oft-t&nftsM
wound their adverfary at a confiderable diftance. The flings too
are ufed with equal-dexterity and effect. The bows and arrows
are made of reeds, and {o Slender, that I cannot think they ai e of
any great ufe, however, as I had no opportunity of [feeing' their
engagements, I can fay little' 60. that head; what informations*
I got being collected from thejuiperfect accounts of the natives.
They have drums which are beat by way of addition to their
heevas; thefe are about twelve or Sixteen inches high; feveral
holes are- cut in the fides, and a hog's Skin is Strained over one
end, but they produce but a very heavy dull found.
The bodies of both fexes are tatooed; but this cuftom is more
generally practifed by the men, whofe bodies are frequently punctured in a very curious manner. Whether or no this ferves as
any diftinguifhing mark, or is done merely for ornament, I never
could learn. The method of faluting here is by joining riofes
together, and is looked on as a certain token and affurance of
friendship.
Both fexes are exceeding expert in fwimming; and what is very
remarkable, are not the leaft intimidated at the fight of a Shark
2
when

N O R T H - W E S T COAST OF

AMERICA.

sw

when in the water. I have frequently feen Indians jump out of 1787.
their canoes and fnatch hogs entrails, which have been thrown ^ P - - ,^'
overboard by our people, at the very moment when a Shark has
been endeavouring to feize them,.
That thefe people have fome idea of a Supreme Being, or rather'
of a multiplicity of beings, fuperior to themfelves, there is not.
the leaft doubt. The bufinefs of their priefts is chiefly to fuper-intend and regulate the worShip to their gods; to direct the ceremonies at their funerals, and probably to repeat orations or prayers >
Upon thefe occafions: but the very Short time any of us were onshore, gave us no opportunities of feeing thefe ceremonies performed, and therefore I Shall not attempt to defcribe them; as. any account I could give would be equally partial and uncertain. I have before mentioned the circumftance of a human facri(icebeing offered ; and we are perfectly affured this horrid cuftom Still:
exifts among thefe people, though their difpofitions are kind,,
friendly, and humane, and they undoubtedly approach many d e grees nearer to civilization than the poor wretches we met with.
on the inhofpitable coaft of America. On this head I Shall make
no remarks, but leave thee to draw thy own conclusions; and fhall
(by way of clofing my account) lay open a Still larger field for fpe- culative enquiry.
Capt. Cook, in his laft voyage to the Pacific Ocean, has Shewn,.
from that moft indubitable of all proofs, affinity of language, that
the Sandwich islanders are defcended from the Malayans, and are
the fame race of people as thofe who inhabit New Zealand, the
New Hebridls, the Marquefas, &c. which extend from 20
deg. North to 47 deg. South Latitude, and from 100 to 176 Heg..
Weft Longitude.
How
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H o w many people are there in the learned world, who have em1 1
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ployed a confiderable portion of their time, and made ufe of many
ingenious arguments to point out in what manner the remote parts
- of the world have been peopled ? T h e continent of America, for
inftance, has puzzled moft of our learned historians ever fince it was
difcovered, to account for it's population ; and yet, now the geography of that part of the globe is fo well k n o w n , how much eafier is that to be accounted for than the tract of Iflands fo amazingly diftant from each other as thofe juft mentioned ?
I Shall conclude with a full conviction that " the ways of P r o vidence are unfearchable and paft finding out." T h i n e ever,

v

W . B.
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3
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Before obferved that our very good friends at Atoui had furnished us with a moft plentiful fupply of hogs, taro, and Sugar
cane, in the afternoon of the 18th of September.

"Having every thing ready for fea, we weighed anchor, and made
•fail. By the time we had cleared W y m o a Bay, our friends wished
to leave us, on which we hove to whilftthey got i n t o their canoes.
They took their leave with a univerfalproha, or a wiSh for a good
voyage, and the moft unreferved marks of friendship and attachment.
At
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At fix o'clock King's Mount bore North, 66 deg. Eaft, diftant
eight leagues; and the South end of Oneehow, Weft. During
the night we Steered South by Eaft, with a frefh breeze at Eaft
North Eaft. At fix in the morning of the 19th we changed our
courfe to South South Weft.
China was the place of our next destination, and we were already in the fame latitude, and confequently had only the longitude, to run down; but our Captain judged it moft prudent to
Steer to the Southward, 'till we were in about 13 deg. 30 min.
North latitude, and then bear away to the Weftward; as that
track was the moft likely for a true trade, and it had been found
in Captain Cook's laft voyage, that in the latitude 20 and 21 deg.
to leeward of thefe iflands, the winds are at beft but light, and
often variable.
During*the 19th and 20th we had a fine Steady Eafterly breeze.
During the night we hauled our wind to South, and at day-light
again Steered South South Weft.
The night of the 20th was fqually, with rain; and during the
21ft we had light breezes and cloudy weather : our latitude at
noon was 18 deg. 23 min. North; and the longitude 161 deg.
13 min. Weft. The variation of the compafs is here 8 deg.
Eafterly.
From the 21ft to the 25th we had a freSh Eafterly breeze: our
latitude at noon on the 25th was 13 deg. 22 min. which being as
far as we intended to fail to the Southward, our courfe was
changed to Weft by South; the variation of the compafs being
near 12 deg. Eafterly:
N n
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From this to the 8th of October we had little varigty. Theweather was intenfely hot, the thermometer being from 8.8 to 9,1
degrees. We had frequent heavy fqualls> particularly in the
night-time, attended with lightning.. Our latitude at noon on
the 8th, was 13 deg. 24 min. North j and the longitude 187 deg..
37 min. Weft. At nine o'clock in the evening we had a very
hard Squall, attended with heavy rain, which obliged us to clue all
up and run right before i t ; but towards eleven o'clock the weather moderated. As this part of the ocean feemed particularly fubject to fqualls, efpecially in the nigjit-time, we every day at fun—
fet had the precaution to reef our topfails and make every thing
fnug,. fo that we might be ready for thefe fudden gufts, and run nodanger of carrying any thing away.
In the night of the 12th, we had two very fevere fqualls, but
fortunately they did us no damage. They were attended withe ,
much thunder, lightning, and violent rain.
I cannot help thinking part of the celebrated Simile in the
ingenious Mr. Addifon's (l Campaign," particularly applicable to-*
circumstances of this fort. Such fudden and impetuous torrents*
of wind muft certainly bathe-the utmoft-greats of human Skill toguard againft their dire effects, were they not guided by an Almighty power; and furely we may fay of the miniftering Angela
that
" Calm and ferene he drives the furious blaft,,
And pleas'd th' Almighty's orders to perform,
Rides in the whirlwind, and directs the ftorm.'*

From the 12th to the 20th, we had a Steady Eafterly breeze?
and cloudy weather. The nights were frequently fqually, but not
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fo violent as before. Our latitude at noon on the 20th, was
41 deg. 1 min. North, and the longitude 210 deg. 24 min. Weft- October,
The variation of the compafs about 7 deg. Eafterly.
At noon, on the 21ft, our latitude was 14 deg. n min. and
the longitude 212 deg. 16 min. We lay t o during the night, with
the Ship's head to. the Northward, as we expected to fall in with
fome of the Ladrone Iflands; and it was neceffary to take every
precaution in our power to avoid danger.
At day-light in the morning of the 22d, we bore up and made
fail, Steering Weft by North. We Still had a conftant fteady
Eafterly breeze, with fine fettled weather. At half paft ten
' o'clock we faw land, bearing North 58 deg. Weft. During the
forenoon we had great quantities of fmall bonetta about the
Ship, and our people caught feveral with hook and line. There
were vaft numbers of ganetts flying near the land, and indeed
they were the only birds we faw. Thefe birds feed on the fmall
bonetta, as we frequently Saw them dart into the water with aftoniShing rapidity, and they generally devoured their prey on the
•furface before they took wing again. At noon we faw two
iflands, one bearing North, 55 deg. Weft; the other North,
•80 deg. Weft, about four leagues distant. Our latitude was 14
<leg. 46 min. North.
On coming near the land, we faw three iflands which we took
to be Tinian, Aguigan, and Saypan, according to the defcription
of them by Anfon. At four o'clock the Eaft end of Tinian bore
North 30 deg.' Eaft, diftant four leagues; the peak of Saypan,
North North Eaft; and the Weft end of Aguigan, North Wreft
by North, about four miles distant.
N n 2
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At the Weft end of Aguigan is a very fmall ifland, or rather
a large rock, not more than a cable's length from it.
According to our obfervations, Tinian is fituated in 15 deg. "
North latitude; and 214 deg. 30 min. Weft longitude.
Thefe iflands are remarkably free from rocks or Shoals, fo that
veffels may fafely run by them in the night-time with moderate
weather. Tinian is far the largeft, and trends nearly from SouthEaft to North-Weft. Saypan feems the next in point of extent,,
but lying the fartheft from our courfe, I can give thee very littler
idea of it. Aguigan does not appear to be more, than fix miles
long, and is very narrow. They are all tolerably level except the
peak on Saypan before mentioned..
The author of Anfon's Voyage round the World gives a moft
enchanting defcription of Tinian, not only from its beautiful.
appearance, hut from the plenty and variety of refreshments it
affords. 'Tis poffible that this account may be exaggerated, as
thofe navigators were in the greateft diftrefs for want of refreshments, and falling in with an ifland where all their neceffities
were plentifully fupplied, the place would appear to them little lefs„than a terreftrial paradife. However, be this as it may, we,
thank God, had no occafion to touch here, having upwards of
thirty live hogs on board, and all our people in high health and
fpirks, with every profpect of a fpeedy paffage to China.
At fix in the afternoon,, the center of Aguigan bore North,
83 deg. Eaft, about five leagues distant; and the weather being
fine, we Stood on during the night. Steering Weft and by North..
Fromi
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From this to the 7 ift we had little variety. A conftant Eafterly
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trade caufed a heavy fwell to fet in from Eaft North Eaft, and we <_—y—>
had frequent fqualls with heavy rain. On the 31ft at noon, our
latitude was 19 deg. 52 min. and the longitude, by lunar obfervation, 232 deg. The variation of the compafs is here little
or nothing.
On the 1ftof November we had a moderate breeze and fine
weather. Our latitude at noon was 20 deg. 18 min. and t h e '
longitude 233 deg. 12 min. Weft. The variation of the compafs
about 1 deg. Wefterly.
The weather growing fqually towards the evening, we doublereefed the topfails, and reefed the mainfail: a very heavy fwell \
fet in from the Northward, and we had much lightning all round
the compafs. In the night, the wind increafed to a Strong gale,
which continued with very little intermiffion during the whole of
the 2d. Our obfervation at noon gave 21 deg. 2 min. latitude.
Being now pretty near the latitude of the Bafhee Iflands, at eight
o'clock we hauled our wind to the Eaftward, not thinking it prudent to run in the night. At midnight we wore to the North
North Weft, and at day-light in the morning of the 3d, the weather
being pretty moderate, we made fail and bore up totheWeStwa rd. :
The latitude at noon was 21 deg. 5 min. North; and the longitude
237 deg. 24 min. Weft. During the afternoon we had a Strong
Eafterly breeze. Some of our people imagined they faw land towards North Weft, but this was very doubtful. At nine in the
evening we Shortened fail and hauled our wind to the Northward,
wearing occafionally during the night. At day-light in the morning of the 4th, we made fail and bore up to the Weftward. The
forenoon
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1787. forenoon was moderate, the weather thick and hazy, wltli a very
*2^^*iieavy- fwell from the North North Eaft.
At two o'clock we faw a fihailifland bearing North 40 deg. Weft,
aboutfiveleagues diftant; and prefenSIfy afterwards' higher land appeared behind it, which we foon found to be an ifland, but coftfiderably larger than the firft. As we had no obfervation at noon
to determine the latiitode, we had various conjectures at firft
' what land this could be, fome thkifeing the large ifland to be the
South point of Formofa, ;awdhthe fmallei* <M& VfHarlkU, but we
foon found thefe iflands to be Botel Tobago Xima.
At fix o'clock the land bore North 24 deg. Weft, 12 miles distant,
the weather Still thick and hazy. Towards nine o'clock we hauled
by the wind to the Southward, making occasional boards during
tha night, as we judged Villa-Rete to be to the Weftward, and
•confequently it was not prudent to Stand on.
In the forenoon of the 5th, we had frequent fqualls with rain,
a heavy fwell fetting in from the Northwards Our latitude at
noon was 21 deg. 35 min.North; and the longitude 239 deg. 37
min. Weft. The wind blowing a freSh gale towards evening, we
clofe-reefed the topfails, and apprehending ourfelves clear of any
danger, we Stood on during the night, Steering Weft North Weft,
with a frefh breeze at North North Eaft.
At day-light in the morning of the 6th, we made fail, the
weather being pretty moderate, the wind Still hauling to the
Northward. Our latitude at noon was 21 deg. 37 min. and the
longitude 241 deg. 55 min. Weft. During the afternoon we
/had a Strong breeze and cloudy weather, a heavy fwell Still fetting
2
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torn the Northward. The nights being dark, and generally 1787.
^ually, in the evening we clofe-reefed the topfails and reefed the \ ^ " _ ^
mainfail.
At eight o'clock in the morning of the 7th; we Saw land, bearing North Weft, four or five leagues diftant. On founding, we
Struck the bottom with a line of twenty-five fathom, grey fand»
In the forenoon we paffed fix Chinefe SiShing-boats. Our latitude
at noon was 22 deg. 22 min. North. In the afternoon we faw a
great n^gaber of fiS^iing-boats, and at five o'clock faw Pedro• BlancoT a large rock, which has the appearance of a hay-Slack,
bearing Weft, about ten miles diftant. In the evening we Short—ened fail, and hauled by the wind to the Southward, making occasional boards during the night.
At fix o'clock in the morning of the 8th, we made fail. The •
land in fight proved to be the Lema Iflands, the extremes of which
bore from North Eaft to Weft North Weft, about five leagues diftant. On founding, we had a fandy^bottom with twenty-four fathom line. Though there was a great number of Chinefe boats at.
a fmall diftance from us, yet no pilot coming on board, at eleven o'clock we made a Signal for one, and prefently afterwards an old
Chinaman came on board as a pilot, bringing certificates from a?
number of Captains whom he had taken to Macao. Hegaveus to
underftand that he could take the veffel no farther than Macao,
and demanded fifty dollars to carry us there, but at length agreed
for thirty dollars. Our latitude at noon was 22 deg. 7 min. North. !
By this time we were near the entrance of the Lema islands,
which are very numerous, and have a moft uncomfortable, barren, and dreary appearance.
During
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"During the afternoon feveral pilots came on board. One of
them who could fpeak Englifh informed us, that we muft come
to anchor at Macao, and get a choppe or permit from the Cuftomhoufe there, before we could proceed to Canton. Our breeze
grew light and variable, yet we kept Standing on, and near midnight came to anchor in Macao Roads, in fix fathom water,
over a foft muddy bottom. Our foundings amongft the Lema
Iflands were, from fifteen to five fathom, over a foft bottom.
In my next I hope to give thee an account of our arrival at
Canton, and our proceedings there. Adieu.
"Thine ever,
W. B.
MACAO,

?

^November oth. j

L E T T E R

XLIII.

p~|-AHE Situation of our anchoring birth in Macao Road, was
f
22 deg. 9 min. North latitude, Macao bearing Weft onehalf South, about eight miles diftant, the grand Ladrone South
by Eaft, and the peak of Lintin nearly Eaft.
At day-light in the morning of the 9th, we faw a large Ship at
anchor, about three miles off our lee-quarter. On hoifting our
colours. She Shewed English ones in return, fo that we took her
for
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At eight o'clock our Captain & 1787°

r

went m the whale-boat to Macao, in order to procure a choppe
for our paflage to Canton, and to learn the beft method of expediting our bufinefs. Towards afternoon the wind blew very
frefh from North North Eaft and North Eaft, and in the evening
increafed to a gale, on which we let go the beft bower.
During the night, and former part of the i oth, the wind continued to blow very frefh from the fame quarter, which caufed
the veffel to pitch very much, but growing moderate towards the
afternoon, we took up the beft bower.
At ten o'clock in the evening a Chinefe boat came along-fide,
bringing a Mr. Folger on board; he was Chief Mate of the veffel
we had feen in the Roads, and which proved to be the Imperial
Eagle, Captain Berkley, who, thou mayeft remember, was feen by
Captain Colinett in King George's Sound. In confequence of a
quarrel with Captain Berkley, he had left him and been at Macao,
where, meeting with Captain Dixon, he had procured a paffage
with us to Canton.
We learnt from Mr. Folger, that the Imperial Eagle left Offend
the 23d of November, 1786, and that King George's Sound was
the farthest they had been to the Northward on the coaft. They
procured a good many valuable Skins a degree or two to the Southward of King George's Sound; and their cargo confuted of
nearly feven hundred prime Skins, and many of inferior value. In
the courfe of their trade they met with a moft melancholy accident. Captain Berkley frequently fent his long boat with his Second Mate, Mr. Mackie, and ten or twelve of his people, to trade
with the Indians in places on the coaft where the Ship had not
O o
accefs.
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1787. accefs. In one of thefe excursions, Mr. Miller, Second Mate, Mr;
^ovem er. -g^j^ p ur fer, and two of the people, left the boat, and went in.
an Indian canoe to trade with, the inhabitants on Shore, taking;
with them a Sheet of copper for that purpofe, but were never feen.
afterwards. Some of the Imperial Eagle's people landed at the.
place next day, and found fome pieces of then cloaths and linen,
mangled and bloody, but no part of their bodies, fo that they
doubtlefs had been murdered, and their bodies either eat or burnt.
This fad cataftrophe fufficiently evinces the cruelty of thefe
people, and at the fame time may teach all future navigators never to put too much confidence in thefe Savages, however friendly,
they may feem to be.
- About noon on the n t h our Captain returned from Macao,,
bringing a pilot wkhtiim to take the veffel to Canton, on which
we immediately difcharged our former pilot. We had been under,
fome degree of anxiety~on account of Captain Dixon's long abfence; but it febms the Chinefe are not very expeditious in tranfacting their bufinefs, and there is no remedy for thefe delays but
patience. There came with the Captain from Macao, Mr. Rofs,
Firft Mate of the Nootka, (which veffel arrived here fome time be\ fore us) a Mr. Moore, the Purfer, and Tyana, a Sandwich Ifland.
\ Chief whom Captain Meares had brought from Atoui, as paf\fengers to Canton.
It feems the Nootka received considerable damage on firft
coming into Macao Roads in a gale of wind, in confequence of
which their furs had been fent to Canton in another veffel.
The
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The tide being in our favour, we weighed anchor at one 1787.
-o^clock, and made fail, with light variable winds and fine weather. ,°^ t n _.^
From Macao Roads to Wampo, the place of our deftination, the
courfe is nearly North North Weft, and the diftance about twentythree leagues.
Near the midway is a narrow paffage called the Bocca Tigris,
defended by a paltry fort on each fide the river.
From the n t h to the 14th we were employed in working up
to this paffage, the wind being constantly againft us, fo that we
were Obliged to anchor every tide.
At four in the afternoon of the 14th, we paffed the Bocca Tygris, and foon after, the tide being done, came to anchor in five
fathom and a half water. The foundings up the river from Macao are from eight to four fathom, over a foft bottom.
A Mandarine boat now came along-fide us, with a perfon fent
by Government to attend our veffel, much of the fame nature as"
the Cuftom-houfe Officers in England, as we were informed his
bufinefs was to prevent any illicit trade from being carried on.
At one o'clock in the morning of the 15th, we weighed and
made fail. Having light variable airs, our boats were hoifted out
and fent a-head to tow the veffel. We kept working up the ri• ver in this manner during the whole of the 15th, and at fix
o'clock in the morning of the 16th, came to anchor at the bottom
of Wampo Roads, in four fathom and a half water. Soon afterwards our paffengers left n s ; and towards noon, after giving orders for the veffel to proceed to the upper end of the fleet,
O o2
Captain
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order to learn from the Eaft India Company's Supercargoes the
beft method of facilitating our bufinefs.
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At eleven o'clock we weighed and began to warp through^,
the fleet up the river. At three in the afternoon we anchored
with the fmall bower, in four fathom and a half water, over
a muddy bottom, mooring with the Stream anchor; the- village of Wampo bore Weft North Weft. Canton is about fourteen miles higher up the river, but the Ships of the different
countries who trade to China are not admitted farther than.
Wampo. Indeed I believe the river is not navigable for largeveffels fo far as Canton.
As it was Captain Dixon's wiSh to procure frefh provisions for
the Ship's company as foon as poffible, no time was loft in making every neceffary enquiry for that purpofe, and we foon learnt,,
that in fpite of our utmoft care it would be impoffible to avoid
a number of impositions : that every veffel was fupplied with-,
whatever provisions they wanted by an officer, called a Comprador,:
who always demanded a cumjhau, or gratuity of three hundred,
dollars, exclusive of the profit which would accrue to him front
ferving us with provisions.
A demand of this nature appeared fo very exorbitant, that we.
determined, if poffible, to avoid it \ and a Captain TaSker, from
Bombay, whofe veffel lay near ours, kindly offered to furniSh uswith beef for the prefent. This, however, could not be donewithout caution ; for we had a Hoppo or CuStom-houfe boat on.
each fide the veffel, with officers on board,, who made, it a point-

to
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to prevent any beef coming on board unlefs furnished by a Comgrador.
During this time our people were employed in unbending the
fails, unreeving the running rigging, and doing whatever jobbs
were immediately neeeffary.
In the forenoon of the 17th the Captain returned from CantonHe was informed by the Company's Supercargoes that no Stepscould be taken refpecting the difpofal of our furs, till the Superintendant of the Chinefe Cuftoms had been on board to meafure
our veffel; and as the King George was expected foon, he would
Bot come till after her arrival.
The Hoppo, as he is- generally called, is a perfon of very great
authority, and next in rank to the Viceroy of Canton. Having
procured fome beef from Captain Tafker, the Ship's Company
were allowed two pounds per man, each day, with a proportionate
quantity of greens, the man in the hoppo boat undertaking to
fupply us with every thing of the vegetable kind we might want.
All the fpirks on* board being expended, on the 19th we purchafed a leger of arrack from a Dutchman, for forty-five dollars.
In the afternoon we took up the Stream anchor, and moored with
both bowers, a mooring junk being bent to the fmall bower. The
Hoppo officer having found out by fome means or other, that wewere fupplied with beef by Captain TaSker, put a Stop to it; andwe again bid fair to live on fait provifions, or pay a Comprador's
v-e^travagant cumjhau. In this dilemna, Mr. Moore, Firft Mate of
the Royal Admiral, Captain Huddart, happening to call on board,
and hearing our fituation, kindly undertook to furnifh us with
1
beef
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1.78.7. beef, • on condition that we fent our boat for it every morning)
November. a n j a | w a y S took care not to let the beef be feen. We willingly
accepted his offer, and our boat was fent to the Royal Admiral
^regularly every morning, and-had generally the good fortune to
get the beef on board unperceived.
On the 23d our Captain went to Canton, and returned the fame
evening, having heard that the King George was arrived at
Macao, which was a moft agreeable piece of intelligence.
At noon on the 24th Captain Dixon went in the whale-boat,
with feven hands, to meet the King George, in order to affift in
towing her up the river, Should they not have a favourable
breeze.
On over-hauling our flock of provisions it appeared that we
had fome to difpofe of; and this afternoon we fold three tierces of
beef to a Leghorneze veffel which lay in the river, at twenty-four
dollars per tierce.
About noon on the 25th, our confort, the King George, arrived
"in the river, and anchored near us; bringing all her people in
good health and fpirits, to our very great fatisfaction.
Captain Portlock's fuccefs on the coaft, after we left him, had
been nothing equal to our's -0 indeed it was not to be expected that
he could procure many furs in Prince William's Sound, though
no effort was left untried for that purpofe; the boats being constantly out in the adjacent creeks and inlets, at a distance from,
the Ship,
The
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The long-boat had been pretty fuccefsful in Cook's River, and
had made two trips; being obliged to come back the firft time for
a frefh affortment of trade.
After leaving Prince William's Sound, Captain Portlock had
fallen in with a harbour betwixt Crofs Sound and the Bay of
Iflands. The paffage into it is rather dangerous, and it affordsno great quantity of furs; fo that it will be no objeft: for future
traders. His long-boat had found a paffage from thence into
Norfolk Sound; at which place the inhabitants Shewed his peopletin kettles, pewter bafons, 6cc. which they immediately knew hacLi
been bartered by us. •
From this place Captain Portlock Steered directly for Sandwich;:
Iflands, where he arrived about a week after we left them; fo thatour meeting the Prince of Wales off King George's Sound, was .
particularly fortunate, as our waiting for Captain Portlock there
would have been fo much time entirely loft. But to return.—
In the morning of the 26th both our Captains went to Canton,,
and returned in the afternoon of the 27th. Mr. Browne (President of the Supercargoes) affured them that the Superintendantof the Cuftoms (or John Tuck, as the Chinefe commonly call
him) would come to meafure both veffels very Shortly, and that,
immediately afterwards, our bufinefs fhould be. expedited without:
delay. During this time our people, were employed in overhauling
the rigging, and doing every other neceffary work that was re- quired.
On the 29th, at three o'clock in the afternoon, Mr. William •
Macleod, Fkft Mate of the King George, departed this life. His
1
death
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1787. death was not occafioned by any diforder caught during the prefent
L°-!^L^r' voyage> DUt from an old complaint in the urethra, which frequently occafioned a fuppreffion of urine, and other alarming
.'Symptoms, during the latter part of the voyage. At the time of
bis being taken ill (which was on the 28th) he was on a vifit on
board the Locko Indiaman; and his drinking fome Stale porter
after dinner brought on fo violent a relapfe of his diforder, as was
fuppofed to be the immediate caufe of his death. He died univerfally lamented by his friends and acquaintance, and was interred,
in the forenoon of the 30th, on Frenchman's Ifland.
At ten o'clock in the morning of the 2d of December we were
honoured with the prefence of John Tuck on board. He was attended by a numerous retinue, who paid him a princely refpect,
faluting him at his coming upon deck with a bent knee.
This vifit feems to be a mere matter of form, as they only
meafure from the foremaft to the taffrel, and then athwart near
the gangway, which certainly can give them but a very imperfect
ide^ of a veffel's burthen : however they demand (I am informed)
no lefs than a thoufand pounds fterling, as a port charge, for this
piece of mummery. His Excellency made us a prefent of two
poor buffaloes, eight jars of famfhu, (a fpirit fo bad that we
threw it overboard) and eight bags of ground rice, about forty
pounds each.
This neceffary piece of bufinefs being over, proper meafures
were taken to get our furs to Canton. We learnt, on enquiry,
that a choppe, or Cuftom-houfe boat muft be procured at Canton
for the cargo of each veffel, the expence of which would be fifteen dollars each: however, as the King George's cargo was confiderably

.
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fiderably lefs than our's, we judged that by taking their furs 1787.
on board our veffel, the expence of a boat might be faved: ac- Q^ember.
cordingly, this afternoon we received from the King George feven
puncheons and twoflon^elieSlsof furs.
On the 4th Captain Dixon went to Canton, to get every thing
in readinefs at our factory for Slowing the furs, and to fend a
boat to carry them up. In the morning of the 5th a choppe boat
came along-fide for our cargo j Captain Portlock likewife fent a
fmall cheft, and a bundle of furs on board.
We fent to Canton twenty-three puncheons, two chefts, and
two caSks, containing the whole of our furs; and feven puncheons,
three chefts, and one bundle, belonging to the King George; the
particular contents of all which, I Shall, perhaps, have occafion
to mention hereafter.
From our firft arrival "'till now, the people had been employed
in overhauling the rigging and repairing whatever was defective;
our main yard had been condemned, and another fubSlituted in its
room, with fundry other neceffary i9$»s. On the 6th we began
to clear the hold, and fent our empty caSks on Shore to be repaired: the fail-makers were employed in making fundry new
fails, and repairing the old ones. Thefe different employments
engroffed the greateft part of this month; and indeed we were in
no particular hurry, as none of our furs were yet difpofed of,
and till then we could not take in any cargo for the Eaft-India
Company.
On the 26th the Carpenters began to caulk between decks.
Captain Portlock purchafed a number of rattans, for the purpofe
Pp
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1787. of dunnaging the hold j and this afternoon we received 897 bun^ecem er. ^ e s from the Rofe, and on the 27th, 563 bundles more.
We are in daily expectation of hearing good news from Canton, {o that our preparations on board for a cargo of tea go on
brifkly.. Adieu.
- Thine;, ever,;
W. Ba
WAMPO,

7

December 28th. i

L E T T E R

XLIV.

A

S we were now anxious fo have the veffel ready for a cargo,
and the weather W as rather precarious, we engaged two
Caulkers from the Houghton Indiaman, on the 28th of December, to affift our Carpenters, it being abfolutely neceffary to have
the Ship tight, before we could pretend to take any teas on
board.
On the 29th an American veffel called the Alliance, Captain
Read, anchored in the river. This veffel is frigate built, and had
been employed againft us with fome degree of fuccefs during our
late unhappy conteft with the Americans 5 but now it feems their
a.
fpears.'
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Jjpears are turned to- pruning-hooks, and their frigates to merchant- 2.787-..
•

,

For fome days paft our fupply of beef from the Royal Adrniraf
had been by no means regular, and we had been obliged to ufe
fait provisions more than once; this occafioned us to apply t o
Captain Portlock, (who had engaged a CompEador on his firft
arrival in the river) and on the 3^ ft we-began to receive our beef
from the King George.
By this time our after-hold was clear, and the 'calks on the
ground tier ready for water j on this the long-boat was Sent to
Canton, that being the neareft place where water can be procuredfit for uie. \
Whilft every thing on board our veffel was getting forward
"with the utmoft difpatch, in order to be ready for a cargo whenever the Council of Supercargoes Should think proper to fend one,
our bufinefs at Canton was totally at a Stand, none of our furs
being as yet difpofed of.
In order to form fome idea of the probable reafons for this delay, it perhaps may be neceffary to fay a few words refpe£ting the
consignment of our Skins, the methods taken by the perfons they
were consigned to for the difpofal of them, and the various impediments raifed by the Chinefe to prevent their being fold to advantage.
At the time our voyage was firft fet on foot, China was the
market fixed on for the difpofal of whatever furs we might procure ; and at the fame time it was judged of no fmall- conSequence
to
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1787- to procure a freight from thence. An agreement with the E'aSr^
^jr-i-1uJ' India Company was accordingly made; our furs were to be fold
to their Supercargoes at a fair price, or left in their hands for
fheki t6 diSpofe of at a future opportunity, and they were t o have
a certain per centage on whatever fum of money they alight fetch.
No footer were thtf-Odns landed at our factory, than a particular accou&t-'^them was takeri:by a fet of Merchants belonging to
the Cuftoms, and who (I understand) give fecurity to the Emperor for the duty being paid : another account was taken by people
Employed by Mr. Browne for that.puf^dfei."
**J9ti^-.
Our Skins being properly afforted, the -quantity fixed on to be
difpofed of by Mr. Browne was 2,552 fea-otter Skins, 434 cub*
and 34 fox Skins..
The remainder of our cargo, which confifted of 1,080 beaver
tails, fundry indifferent piece's of beaver" Skins and cloaks, 110
fur feals, about 150 land beaver* &Myfl.eecloaks of the earlefs
marmot; together with fundry racoon,, fox, lynx, &c. were left
to be difpofed of by our Captains in the beft manner they were
able; probably for no other reafon than to £a<r/hi<ffli them with:
money for their current expfences, and no doubt expecting what
they had left would be barely Sufficient for that purpofe..
In regard to the fale of our furs, I Should firft obferve, that
there is at Canton a Company of wealthy Merchants, called the.'
Hong-Merchants, with whom our Eaft India Company tranfact
all their bufinefs, and purchafe from them the whole of the tea,
and China-ware fent to Great Britain. To thefe people our furs>
were offered, with an expectation of their immediately taking them
1

off
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eff our hands at an advantageous price j but here we were woefully
disappointed, and we found, to our coft, the fad mistake of our
Owners, m appointing the Supercargoes to have the fole difpofal of
t h w ^ o p e r t y , for the moment thefe Hong-Merchants had looked
1 tJie-'flans over, and fixed a value on them, no other Merchant durft
interfere in the purchafe : indeed as the quantity above-mentioned
was not fuffered to be divided, there were not many people except
thefe 'Hong-Merchants who had it in their power to buy fo large a
parcel, and advance the money immediately : add to this, the duty
on merchandize in the Port of Canton feems not to be regulated
fey any fixed rule, but refts in a great meafure in the breafts of
thofe appointed by the Hoppo to lay it on, and who fix it higher
er lower at pleafure. With thefe people the Hong-Merchants
have great influence; fo that had; any kidifferent perfon been at
liberty to purchafe our Skins, and :d$pofed to give us an advantageous price foiiitiiem, the fear of having an enormous duty to
pay, would at once deter him from any attempt of the kind; this
we found Strictly verified more than once.
In this poor fituation were vjfee with refpect to the fale of our
cargo, during the month of December, and the greateft part of
January: either we muft clofe with the paltry offers which the
Hong-Merchants had made to the Supercargoes, or be under the
neceffity of leaving our furs in their hands undifpofed of; this
fcotih parties knew we wiShed to avoid, if poffible. Mean while,
fome of the refufe which they had left for us to difpofe of, fold toeonfiderable advantage; the 1,080 tails fold for two dollars each;
the fur feals for five dollars each, and a fmall parcel of rubbiSh for
fifty-five dollars..
On
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On the 7th of January, 1788, we fent to Canton 130 pekel of
/flints--,-a parcel of blankets, and feveral grofs of buckles ; a Hoppo
boat was alfo loaded with flints from the King George.. The blankets and buckles were brought out to trade with the Americans -r
and we were given to understand they were a very Saleable article
amongft the Chinefe.
By the 14th, our quarter-deck being completely caulked, we paid
it over with a composition of damar and oil; the main and foremafts were alfo paid with the fame composition.
On the 20th, two Eaft India Captains came to furvey our veffel,
by the direction of the Supercargoes, previous to their fending
any teas on board; they found feveral defects in our lower deck,
and gave directions for having it properly fecured; at the fame
time they fent us a carpenter and a caulker, to affift our people in
expediting this bufinefs.
In the afternoon a boat came along-fide, with 100 chefts bohea
tea. At eleven o'clock in the evening we parted our mooring junk,
on which we got out the large kedge and Stream cable to Steady
the Ship.
The Surveyors having ordered our lower deck to be floated, on
the 23d the Carpenters got the dams ready for that purpofe; and
at eleven o'clock, the Surveyors again coming on board, found the
veffel completely fit for a cargo.
On the 25th we had the good fortune to recover our fmall bower,,
together with nine fathom of the junk.
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On the 26th, our principal furs, viz. the 2,552 otter; 434 cub,
and 34 fox, were Sold and delivered to the Eaft India Company's
Supercargoes, for 50,000 dollars..
It Should feem, that our Captains -had only a mere negative in
this bufinefs; but finding'it'impoffible to obtain a better price, and
it.being high time.to-think of failing, they were glad to clofe with
this offer, though very far Short of what we at onetime had reafon
to expect: indeed*there now were other reafons, and thofe very
weighty ones, befides what I have already mentioned, for concluding this- bufinefs. The furs brought by the Nootka had recently
•been Sbld'for 9,750 dollars :—700 fine fea-otter Skins, (the cargo of j
t h e Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley) were in the hands of Mr.
Beale, a principal Owner, and "resident at Canton ;—1,000 otterSkins were fent by the Spanish Missionaries from California? and
that part of the coaft towards King George's Sound, to ManlUg,
and from thence were lately arrived at Canton :—two French veffels which had been upon the American coaft on difcovery, and
lately arrived at Macao, had picked up 200 fine fea otter-Skins ^
add to this, a great number of black rabbit-Skins and fur-feals,
which are held in tolerable estimation here, had lately been brought
' from England : all thefe being in the market at once, quite glutted it, and had fuch an effect on the Chinefe, that they fcarcely
thought furs worth taking away. Thefe circumstances" being duly
considered, it certainly was the moft prudent Step our Captains
could poffibly take to clofe with the Supercargoes, as (exclusive
of other considerations) by this means we were enabled to remit
bills of exchange to our Owners, and our departure was greatlyfacilitated.

On-
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On the 30th, f^e jFeeeived on board the rernfljnjng part of our
cargo of teas.
I have before obferved, that there were fundry parcels of inferior
furs, together with the marmot cloaks, which we were permitted
to fell; a few of thefe had been difpofed of, but the greateft part
$$hla,y on our hands, and they being the only thing which now
detained us at China, we at laft fojd-jjhe whole, together with the
flints, buckles, and blankets, to Chichinqua, for 1,000 dollars ;
the old man at the fame time oblgrying, that he had no other
motive for making this purchafe, than a wifh to haften our departure, it being a pity, he faid, that two fuch fmall veffels as our's
-Should be detained at a heavy expence for fuch a trifle. I am inclined to think, that old Chichinqua was Sincere in this affertion,
for when the furs were delivered to his people, they feemed to regard them as mere rubbiSh, though a month before, they would
certainly have fetched at leaft four times the money ; but at that
time we were not at liberty to fell any thing whatever.
By this time our cargo was properly Slowed, our water compleated, and every thing ready for fea. At ten o'clock in the
morning of the 5th of February we unmoored, and at twelve
weighed anchor and made fail, having a breeze at North North
Weft. At three in the afternoon we came to with the fmall
bower, at the bottom of the fleet, in fix fathom water. In the
evening our Captains arrived from Canton, having difcharged the
factory, and finally fettled all our bufinefs there.
In the morning of the 6th the King George unmoored, but
having little or no wind, She warped down the fleet, and came up
with us about four o'clock. Having the wind generally contrary,
we

NORTH-WEST COAST OF

AMERICA.

we came to every tide, and did not arrive in fight of Macao till the
morning of the 9th, when we anchored in Macao Roads ; Macao
bearing Weft South Weft, and the Peak of Lintin Eaft about four
leagues diftant.
Our grand object being now compleated, thou mayeft eafily
imagine we are anxious for a fpeedy and fafe paffage to Old England, but no one more than thine, &c,
W. B.
MACAO,

7
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H I N A is a place fo much frequented by Englishmen, on
account of the very extenfive commerce carried on there by
the Eaft India Company, and on that account fo univerfally
known, that it will perhaps be ridiculous for me to make any remarks concerning it; however, as thou art fond of novelty, and
perhaps art no farther acquainted with China than by perufing
Du Halde, I Shall trouble thee with what few obfervations I have
been able to make concerning this place and its inhabitants.

C

Were we to form our opinion of this country, from the impreffions its firft appearance makes, it would be of the moft unfavourable kind, as fcarcely any thing in nature can have a more barren,
dreary, and uncomfortable afpect, than the Lema Iflands, or inQ^c[
deed
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1788. deed the face of the country, after we arrive in Macao Roads; but
aI
j ' by the time we reach the Bocca Tigris, the profpect brightens :
from thence to Canton the river affumes a ferpentine form, and
every turn prefents to your view a different branch of the river,
many of which are natural, and others the effects of labour and
art. Numerous villages are feen in thefe different viftos, arid they
abound with a pleating variety of beautiful landfcapes,, agreeably
1
diverfified with plains, and gently rifing grounds : the fummits of
the hills are adorned with lofty Pagodas; the rifing grounds are
ornamented with trees of various forts, whofe verdure is in conftant fucceffion, and refembles an everlafting fpring, whilft the
plains afford large quantities of fugar-cane and rice.
Yet with all thefe combined advantages of nature and art, thefe.
profpects, fo truly pleafing at a distance, lofe much of then effect on
a nearer approach. The foil is generally of a loofe fandy nature, and
the furface of the earth is far from poffeffing that beautiful verdure for which the British plains are So remarkable, and feems but
ill adapted either for pafturage, or the cultivation of grain in general. The villages, though numerous, and extremely populous, are
with fome few exceptions, oppreffed with poverty and want; and I
believe the quantity of rice produced here, is quite infufficient for
the consumption of the inhabitants, great quantities being yearly
imported from Manilla, and the Eaft Indies.
The climate at Wampo is extremely unhealthful, and fuch
great and Sudden variations are there in the temperature of the
air, that I have frequently known the thermometer to change from
41 deg. to 86 deg. in twenty-four hours. The country to the
North Eaft is low and marfhy, and the heavy damp fogs exhaled
from thence, frequently bring on agues, intermitting fevers, and
2
fluxes *
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fluxes; though probably this laft diforder is accelerated by the „ '7™*
quantity of arrack which the failors frequently drink to excefs.
«.—r—>
Wampo, as I have already obferved, is the rendezvous for Ships
of all nations, trading to China. Here you fee English, French,
Dutch, Danes, Swedes, Italians, and PruSIians : the Americans,
too, have, it feems, overcome their diStafte againft tea, and have
opened a trade for that commodity with the Chinefe. Till thefe
few years the Germans had a factory at Canton, but at prefent the
Imperial Company is infolvent, and they dare not fend any veffels
to China, for fear of having them feized in part of payment for the
-debt already incurred.
I greatly queftion, whether the trade carried on by our Eaft India
Company-to China, is not of more confequence, than that of all
other nations put together, if indeed we except that carried on by
the Chinefe Merchants to Manilla and Batavia* which is very extensive.
The Captains of Ships, during their Stay here, hke temporary
Warehoufes of the Chinefe, fituated near the river fide, for the
purpofe of landing then Stores or cargo, wikUft then veffels are repairing, or carrying on any employment that can be done more
conveniently here than on board : in this refpect, the French have
greatly the advantage over us, for their warehoufes are fituated on
a dry comfortable ifland, where they have not only every convent
ence for carrying on their respective employments, but have likewife a comfortable hofpital,for the reception of their tick j whereas '
the Englifh warehoufes, being chiefly on the low marfhy ground before-mentioned, are in fome meafure precluded from, thefe advantages.
Q^CJ 2
Canton-
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Canton is fituated on the Tigris, about four leagues froms
^ e^uary. ^ a m p o . Here the different nations who- trade with the Chinefe
have factories for the residence of their Confuls or Supercargoes..
Thefe form a tolerably handfome range of buildings, fituated on a.
kind of quay, near the river-fide, about a quarter of a mile in
length; but that belonging to the Englifh is incomparably the
moft elegant and commodious. None of thefe Factors are allowed to Stay at Canton after the Ships leave the country, but.
always go in the laft velfel to Macao, where they refide till the:
Shipping returns next feafon-.
Adjoining to thefe public factories are. a number of privateones, which are occupied by the Captains of different veffels, who.
hire them during their Stay here from the Hong-Merchants, as
they generally refide at Canton for the greater conveniency of
tranfacting their bufineSs with the Supercargoes, or any private
concerns of their own..
Behind thefe factories, are the city and fuburbs of Canton. Of
the city I can form but very little idea, as no Stranger is admitted
within its. gates. The Streets of the fuburbs in general are exceedingly narrow and inconvenient, but are tolerably clean, being paved with, broad flag-Stones. They confift. entirely of the
Shops and warehoufes. of different trades and manufactures carried
on here, which are fometimes very extenfive,. but feldom confift
of more than one Story..
Canton is extremely populous; but nothing can better Shew
how difficult it is to. form a competent idea of the number of its
inhabitants, than the. different opinions of various authors who
have profeffedly wrote on the fubject, fome reckoning more than
1
a million,,
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& million, and others again- eighty thoufand. Without taking
notice of fuch abfurd difproportions, T Shall juft obferve, that
the calculation made by Captain King, is, in my humble opinion,
[ by far neareft to the truth: he computes the number of inhabitants to be one hundred and fifty thoufand, which is certainly
a very moderate calculation.
Befides thefe, there are an amazing: number of people who
live altogether on the water, in boats, called fampans, and
amount, according to the loweft calculation, to forty thoufand;
but I am inclined to think they confiderably exceed that number..
The greater part of thefe poor wretches' obtain a precarious livelihood by fiShing, and perhaps fome- trivial employments occasionally picked up on the river. Others again ply as conftant
paffage-boats from place to place, after the manner of our watermen : for two dollars you may hire a handfome fampan, with'
good accommodations for eight or ten people, to take yon from
Wampo to Canton. Thefe boats are fitted up in the infide almoft like- a parlour, with a table and chairs for the paffengers.
They have lattices made of pearl, and covered with a neat archsdroof of bamboo.
The lower kind of people live entirely on rice, with perhaps;a
little fifh, barely fufficient to give it a relifh, whilft the Mandarines, and in fhort all thofej whofe circumstances will afford k,
pamper themfelves with every kind of luxury, and. are remarkably
fond of relifhing fauces and highly feafoned difhes.
The common produce of the kitchen-garden, fuch as cabbages,
carrots, greens, turnips,, potatoes, 6cc. are in great plenty here,
and.
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and yet, fuch is the. poverty of the common people, that very
few of thefe fall to their Share.
The artificers in various manufactures here, are very ingenious and expert. To fay any thing about the excellence of their
•china-ware, would be abfurd, as every female goffip in England
can harangue by the hour about the neatnefs and elegance of her
laft i( long fet," though, to be fure, it did not coft near fo much as
her neighbours j but—" indeed She wonders how fome people can
have jb little tafte /'.'
Their numerous patterns in Silk and velvet are certainly ingenious and well-fancied; but for goodnefs of fabric, and lafting
beauty, they undoubtedly muft give place to our looms in SpitalFields.
Many of their artificers Shew a great degree of dexterity and
ingenuity, particularly in their cabinet and lacquered work*
many of thefe things are. however, merely ornamental, and but
little calculated for real utility.
The Chinefe method of wearing their hak is fomething Singular, though I believe the fame cuftom prevails all over the Eaft.
They Shave the head clofe, except a fmall circular place on the
crown ; this being frequently fhaved when they are mere infants,
the hair afterwards grows remarkably long, and is wore in a neat
triple plait.
The women fuffer their hair to grow long, and drefs it in neat
circular folds on the top of the head, in a conical form ; in this
curious fold a number of ornaments are wore by the better fort.
Small
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Small feet are reckoned extremely handfome amongft the fe7^^
males, fo that they are cramped up from their infancy; and by u—v—-*
this means many of them are little better than cripples.
In regard to their Government, I can fay but little. The Emperor is of Tartarian extraction, and may, I believe, be called a.
defpotic monarch ; at leaft, the fubor-dinate parts of Government,,
fuch as the Cuftoms, &c. we can experimentally fay, are Strictly
lb. However, we have undoubted proofs that theit police is in
fome refpects better regulated than that of any country in the •
world; for the Englifh. Supercargoes, on their leaving Canton,,
frequently leave at leaft one hundred thoufand pounds in fpecie behind them, under no better fecurky than the feal of the Hong—
Merchants and Mandarines. The Captains at the different private factories truft their property, without the leaft fcruple, to?
the care of Chinefe fervants, and, I believe, an inftance of difhoneSty was Scarcely ever heard of.
' I have before obferved, that the Chinefe are fond of high-fea-,
foned difhes, yet they are very moderate in their meals, never
making more than two in the day; the firft at>out ten in the morning, the fecond about five in the afternoon ; the intermediate .
time is-employed, by thofe not engaged in bufinefs, in fmoaking,.,
drinking tea, and paying vifits to their neighbours. .
The Chinefe language is exceedingly difficult to be understood • .
and this does not proceed from its being copious, but quite the
reverfe, the fame word having a great variety of Significations, according to the different modes of pronunciation, and this variety
of emphafis is oft diftinguifhed by a kind of finging tone ; fo that..
I am inclined to think a party of Chinefe obliged to converfe together-
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gefher in whifpers, would be able to understand each otlrer biit
imperfectly.
Nor is this capital defect in their language likely to be remedied. The Mandarines affect to write in arbitrary characters, fo
as not to be understood by the common people; this muft ever
prevent the Chinefe language from being brought to a proper
Standard, fo as to be understood by the world in general.
Their method of writing is in columns, from the top to the
bottom, in the fame order as we make figures of pounds, Shillings, and pence; and they always begin at the right-hand margin
and conclude on the left.
Their arithmetic is decimal, every thing being reckoned by
tens. They have not any idea of addition by figures, but are very
expert in cafting up any fums, by the help of wooden balls,
which run on fmall Spindles in a kind of open box.
The money in circulation here is chiefly Spanish dollars ; the
only money coined in this extenfive empire, is a bafe kind of copper, called cajh, eighty of which are about the value of eightpence Sterling.
Their religion is rank Paganifm, every family having its houfehbld god, which is an image, generally fixed in fome conSpicuous
place, and decorated with a number of fantastical ornaments; a
light is kept constantly burning near this image in the nighttime. All the boats on the river have got a place in the Stern
appropriated for " Jos," as they call their image or god, and always take care to have the manfion of his worfhip'illuminated in
the
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tl^e night feafon; yet many, even amongft the common people, 1788.
have fufficient difcernment to perceive the fallacy of fuch an ab- K_J^r^t
furd worShip, and readily acknowledge a Supreme Being, unfeen^
invifible, and who exifts to all eternity.
Polygamy is allowed here in its utmoft extent, and the people
of rank in general keep a number of wives; yet this indulgence
is frequently infufficient to gratify their unnatural defires. They
are particularly careful to prevent foreigners from having any
connection with, their women; and whenever any thing of the
kind is discovered, the party is fure to Suffer impriibnment, or pay
a heavy
fine.
:& yiDve piu
It is fomewhat remarkable, that a peopJeKwho' carry on an extenfive commerce with the moft civilized nations, and have made
fo great a pregrofs in the polite arts, Such as painting, architecture, &c. Should be totally ignorant of mufic; and yet this is abfolutely the cafe. The band which accompanied his Excellency
the Hoppo, when he came to meafure our veffels, and which, no
doubt, was compofed of the beft performers, to be in the fuk of
fo great a perfonage, confifted of two brafs conchs, beat like the
Englifh tabor, and three or four pipes, not very much unlike a
bag-pipe; the whole forming a harmony refembling a fow-gelder's
horn and the cackling of geefe. However, joking apart, they
certainly have not the moft diftant idea of melody, and in this
particular are very greatly excelled by the Savages on the North
Weft coaft of America.
China produces beef, mutton, pork, goats, geefe, ducks, fowls,
&c. in tolerable plenty. The beef is pretty good, but very finall,
weighing not more than from fifty to feventy pounds per quarRr
ter.
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ter. The hogs are of a peculiar .breed, remarkably fat, and their
^^es frequently fweep the ground. The poultry are greatly imJferior to the English.
Every thing in China is fold by weight, which is distinguished'
:EKY caddies and pekels, the caddy weighing near twenty ounces and?
a quarter English, and one hundred caddies make a pekeL- The
Compradors, who r as I before observed; furniSh the different Ships
here, weigh every thing alive,.: and make ufe of every art to make
their hogs, geefe, ducks, &c. weigh heavy. They' often cram
^^nrwith. Stones, and give them fait and water to make them
thirfty, and in Short ufe every method in their power to defraud
and over-reach their employers. And I Shall conclude this imperfect; account of the Chinefe, by obferving, that a Sharping, cheating difpofition, with fome very few exceptions, is generally prevar~
lent amongft them.:
I am juft now furnished with a very particular account of the
Fur Trade,, which Shall be the fubject of my next. Meanwhile,
laelieve me to be Sincerely thine,. &c
O F F MACAO, T

w. m

Feb. 16th. I
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HILST Captain Dixon was at Canton, ^ Gentleman, re*
fident there, very obligingly favoured him with a particular account of every tranfaction in the Fur Trade fince its
commencement. As thou art a commercial man, any thing relating to that fubject muft be peculiarly interefting to thee; fo
that I Shall here furniSh thee with this account as I have collected
it from our Captain's minutes.
Ring George's Sound being pointed out by the late Captain
Cook, as the moft eligible fpot where a valuable cargo of furs
might be collected, the firft veffel which engaged in this new employ was deftined for that place. She was a brig of Sixty tons
and thirty men, commanded by James Hanna. Captain Hanna
left the Typa in April, 1785, and arrived at King George's Sound
the Auguft following. Here, in about five weeks, he pre cured
five hundred and fixty fea-otter Skins. He left the coaft in September, and arrived at Macao in December the fame year.
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The above ^ i n s were fold at Canton the 21ft March, 1786,
and valued as under, viz.
140
175
80
£5
50

prime Skins, fold at 60
2d ditto,
.
45
3d ditto, . . 30
4th ditto,
.
15
5th ditto, . . . I Q

dollars each,
ditto
ditto
ditto
ditto

500 whole Skins,
240 flips and pieces*
estimated at
60 Skins, fold for . 600 ditto
560 fea-otter Skins*
Total amount 20,600 dollars.
Encouraged by fo fuccefsful a beginnings the Gentlemen en~
gaged in this undertaking difpatched Captain Hanna a fecondtime. He failed from Macao in May, 1786, in the Sea-Otter
fnow, of one hundred and twenty tons and thirty men. Having
before fucceeded fo well in King George's Sound, his orders were
to proceed to the fame place,, purfuing his former track. He arrived at the Sound in Auguft, but the complexion of things was
now greatly altered : Cumakeela, an Indian Chief, whom he became acquainted with during his former vifit to this place, in^
formed him, that two Ships had lately been there who had bought
all the furs, and John M'Key, whom he found here as has already
been related, confirmed this circumftance. Wishing however to
refreSh his people, many of whom were ill of the fcurvy, he lay
in the Sound about a fortnight, during which time he purchafed
4
2
about
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about fifty'good fea-otter Skins, which were brought him by the 1788;
natives from diftant parts. Captain Hanna afterwards traced the f V " ^
coaft to near 53 degrees North latitude. He anchored in St.
Patrick's Bay, in the latitude 50 degrees 42 minutes North, andmet with fome inhabitants there, but got few furs of any confequence. He left the coaft on the ift of October, and arrived!
at Macao the 8th of. February, 1787,
The furs Captain Hanna procured" this voyage were fold at.
Canton the 12th of March, 1787, and confuted only of
100 fea-o.tter Skins, fold at 50 dollars each,,,and-i
300 different Sized flips and
pieces of fea-otter, fome
of them indifferent, at 10 ditto ditto,.

5'v'% ."•'•-

Total amount 8,000 dollars.
The fnow Captain Cook, Captain Lorie, of 300 tons, and'.
the fnow Experiment, Captain Guife, of 100 tons, were fitted
out at Bombay, and left that place the beginning of 1786. They
arrived at King George's Sound in June, at which place they pro- cured near 600 fea-otter Skins. On leaving this place they proceeded along the coaft, and difcovered an extenfive found in about
51 deg. North latitude, which they called Queen Charlotte's Sound; ,
from thence they proceeded in a dire6t courfe to Prince William's Sound.
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What time they leftthe Coaft I -cannot fay; but thetf&rgoes of
f2j both veffels were fold at Canton the 4th of April, 1787, and conij&edsbf tkelblJowing fur&j*»a. i•'••.
Prime fea-otter Skins
2d

ditto

55

m
142

ditto

3d
/
.
.
.
4th
. . .
In halves
Smaller pieces
Pieces of yellow and inferior

.
.

63
46
33

*H
604 fea-otter Skins

Sold on an average at forty dollars each. Total
. _ amount,, 24,000
. .T,
•dollars , the remaing four Skins being included in the bargain.
From this account (as it corresponds with that given by Mr.
M'Key) it Should Seem that thefe veflels procured the whole of
their furs in King George's Sound, and that no other part of the
coaft afforded them a Single <fkin.
The fnow Nootka, Captain John Meares, was fitted out at Bengal by a fet of Gentlemen, who filled themfelves the Bengal Fur
Society, and failed from thence in March, 1786. I have already
given thee an account of this veffel's deftination, and her arrival at
Macao. The cargo of the Nootka was fold at Canton the 4th of
iaft months and confifted of the following furs, viz.
50 prime
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50 prime fea-otter Skins fold for
52
2d ditto
.
.
58
3d ditto
.
.
31
4th ditto large, half wom
50 * 5th ditto, worn Skins
26 old and very bad
..
.

Dollars.
70 each.
50 do.
35 do.
20 do.
15 do.
5 do*

267

Dollars.

9,030

12 large pieces andflipsfea-otter
17 fmajler
..
ditto .

1 o do.
5 do.

37 fea-otter tails
31 inferior ditto

2 do.
39 d o -

205

Jt

48 land otter, bad and good
14 very bad beaver Skins
27 martens
„
.

.
.
5

6

3

do.

3 do_
14
56
9,69a

Befides the above, Captain Meares
fold 50 prime fea-otter Skins at ,
Canton, at
.
.
. 91

each

4,55°

So that
„ the total amount will be

14,242
and may be called 357 fea-otter Skins befide the refufe.
Every

A
1788.
^February.

VO Y A G E

TO

THE

"Every particular respecting the deftination of the Imperial Eagle,
Captain Berkley, has already been mentioned; fo that it will be
needlefs for me to repeat them here : Jier cargo confifted of 800
-fea-otter Skins, chiefly of a fuperior quality; they were not fold
when our Captain left Canton, but the price fixed on them was
30,000 dollars.
The Spaniards within thefe two years have imported the fea-otter
to China : they collect their Skins near their fettlements of Montrery and San Francifco, and they are all of a very inferior quality.
The Padres are the principal conductors of this traffic.
In 1787-they imported about 200 Skins, and the beginning of
this year near 1,500. Thefe furs were-not fold when we left Canton ; they are fent from the fettlements- before-mentioned to Acapulco, and from thence by the annual galleon to Manilla; but
they have not as yet attempted to fit out veffels from any of their
fettlements to the Northward.

11

The L'Aftrolabe and Bouffale, two French Ships, commanded
by M. Peyfoufe, and De Langle, failed from France in 1785;
they are faid to have traced the North Weft Coaft of America from
the Spanish Settlement of Montrery, to 60 deg. North latitude j
but this feems rather improbable, for though thefe veffels were
profeffedly fitted out on difcovery, yet the Commanders did not
forget that furs were a valuable article, and accordingly, whilft on
the American coaft, they procured about 600 fea-otter Skins, chiefly
in pieces, of a very inferior quality, and evidently the fame as
thofe imported by the Spaniards; whereas had thefe gentlemen
been well in with the coaft to the Northward, they undoubtedly
muft
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muft have met with fea-otter Skins, of a quality far fuperior to
what they procured.
Thefe Ships arrived at Macao in January, 1787, and their furs
were fold at Canton by the Swedish Supercargoes, for 10,000 dollars.
I have already furnished thee with moft of the particulars refpecting the fale of our furs, and mentioned the places where we
collected them ; it only remains for me to obferve, that the total
amount was 54,857 dollars.
By comparing the fale of our furs with thofe already mentioned,
thou mayeft at once perceive how very fluctuating this article is in
the China market: out of 2,552 fea-otter Skins, which we brought
to Canton, at leaft 2,000 of them ought to have fetched fifty dollars
each, and the remainder a price in proportion.
What furs the Ruffians procure on the American coaft, it is impossible to afcertain, as they never bring them to the'Canton market. We are pretty certain, that their traffic extends very little to
the Eaftward of Cook's River, and that place certainly does not
produce fo many fea-otter as King George's Sound; fo that I
Should imagine they do not collect 500 Skins annually.
From this Short Sketch of the fur-trade, thou mayeft eafily perceive, that very great advantages would be derived from it, if placed
on a permanent footing, to effect which, I Should conceive the moft
eligible plan would be, to eflablifh a factory on the coaft, and the
North end of Queen Charlotte's Iflands feems peculiarly well
adapted for that purpofe; the fituation is nearly central, between
Ss
Cook's

i.

A

VOYAGE

TO

THE

Cook's River and King George's Sound; and we are well affined,;,
February.
that the furs to the Southward are of a very inferior quality. Two.
fmall veffels would not only collect all the Skins in what harbours
are hitherto known, but likewife explore fuch parts of the coaft as
are yet undifcovered; befides, there are other valuable articles to
be procured here, fuch as ginfeng, copper, oil, fpars, &c. and vail
quantities of falmon might be cured, which could not fail being a
valuable commodity. Thefe, however, are fuggeftions which I
fubmit to thy fuperior judgment, though I am perfectly convinced
that a trade might- be established on this coaft, that would equal
the moft fanguine expectations of thofe who undertook it.
Adieu.

Thine,. &c.
W. B.

© F F MACAO, ?
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T one o'clock on the 9th of February, we weighed, and
Stood down Macao Roads to the Southward, with light
baffling winds. At five o'clock we difcharged our pilot. At funfet the Typa bore North 65 deg. Weft, about three leagues diftant ; the Grand Ladrone South 35 deg. Eaft i the Peak of Lintki
North 55 deg. Eaft. At half paft kven3 the tide being dx>net we
z
came?
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came to with the fmall bower, in fix fathom water, over a muddy
'
-bottom.

February.
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" I Shall juft obferve, that Macao is fubject to the Portuguefe, but
being fupplied with all the neceffaries of life by the Chinefe, they
dare do nothing in opposition to the Viceroy of Canton; fo that
though they are not immediately under the Chinefe Government,
yet they are obliged to connive at, and fubmit to all then impofitions, however arbitrary they may be.
At four o'clock in the morning of the ioth, we weighed anat
made fail, with a moderate North Wefterly breeze, and clear weather, Steering South a little Eafterly. At ten o'clock, the Peak of
the Grand Ladrone bore North 40 deg. Eaft, feven leagues distant j
our latitude at noon was 21 deg. 35 min. North; and the longitude 246 deg. 4 min. Weft.
From the ioth to the 13th, we had generally a moderate Eafterly
breeze, and fine weather. In the morning of the 13th we faw a
ftrange fail to the North Weft. Our latitude at noon was 18 deg.
1 min. North. In the afternoon, the Sailfeenby us in the morning
paffed clofe by the King George, and we learnt from Captain I
Portlock that it was the Imperial Eagle, Captain Berkley, and
and that he was bound to the Mauritius.
From the 17th to the £oth, we had a Steady trade breeze, with
fine clear weather. At eleven in the -morning of the 20th, we faw
the ISland Pulo Sapata bearing South Weft, about four leagues
diftant. This Ifland, at a distance, has very much the refem* >
blance of a Chinefe Shoe.
•S s 2
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At noon the Ifland bore South 67 deg. Weft, three miles diftant, and a fmall rock to the Weftward, South 85 deg. Weft..
Our latitude was 10 deg. 4 min. North ; and the longitude 250 >
deg. 36 min. Weft. From the 16th, in latitude 15 deg. 33 min..
we had Steered nearly South Weft..
On the 2iftjlbemag in latitude 8 deg. 44 min. North, we {amnSF
a Strong current fetting to the South Weft. Inithe afternoon o f
the 23d, being in 5 deg. 31 min. North latitude,, and 254 deg,.
56 min. longitude, we hauled our wind to the South South Eaft.
At fix in the morning of the 25th, we faw a range of iflaiids,"
called the AnamMs>'&i the charts, extending fromEaftNorth Eaft to
South Eaft by Eaft, diftant four leagues; and foon afterwards, a
fmall rocky ifland, called Palo rDomar, bearing South. At-'aocuxj./
the rocky ifland bore North 37 deg. Eaft, diifant four or five
leagues. Our latitude was 2 deg. 36 min. North; and the longitude 255 deg. 3 min. Weft ; the weather extremely hot and fultry.
We found a current Still fetting Strongly to the South Weft.
At eleven: m the forenoon of* the 26th, the land bore South 40
deg. Weft, about feven leagues distant; the latitude at noon 1
deg. 11 min. North. . At fix o'clock in the afternoon, the Ifland
Panfang bore North Weft by Weft five leagues diftant. During.
the night we had very heavy lightning all round the compafs.
In the morning of the 27th, we faw the Ifland Domhiis, bearing South Weft. Our latitude at noon was 8 min. South; we
had light winds and fine weather. At fix o'clock, we faw PulaTaya, which bore South 49 degrees Weft, the Peak of Linging
North 64 degrees Weft. Our founding was fourteen fathom..
$&?:':
At.

NORTH-WEST

COAST OF

AMERICA.

At feven o'clock we Shortened fail, and at ten brought to under
eur topfails. We had foundings from eight to Sixteen fathom,
over a fandy bottom. During the. rigght we wore oceaftonally; and at five in the
morning of the 28th, made fail, Standing to the Southward, with
a moderstteV/Eaffceily breeze. At eight o'clock, Pula Taya bore
North 50 degrees: Weft.
At eleven.dicldck,rMrJ.William Lauder, our Surgeon, departed
this life ; he was taken ill Some time .before we left Wampo. For
a considerable time wc had great hopes of his recovery, being
young, and of a found con (tit avion, unhurt by debauchery or
excels. Indeed he himfelf entertained the fame hopes till very
near the laft ; but his disorder baffled the power of medicine, and
he refigned himfelf to the Divine will, with the greateft compofure,
being perfectly fenfible to the'laft moment.
At noon we faw a range of iflands, wiipc&agxtendedfi©mSouth
by Eaft to Eaft North Eaft, the neareft about three miles diftant j
Pula Taya bore North" 30. degrees! Weft, diftant feven leagues:,
our latitude-was 1 deg. 13 min. South. At fouffiindiheatfterrioon
tthe body of MfaofiiX'&illfon the - Banca :Shore, bore South 50. deg.
Eaft. At Six o'clock we had foundings from eleven tozfixteen fathom, over a muddy bottom, and foon afterwards we faw a.Strange fail to the North-Weft.
At feven -o'clock- we Shortened fail and: hauled by the wind,;,
wearing occasionally during the night: we had foundings from
Sixteen t o twenty-three fathorniwater. At five in the morning, of
the
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• the 29th, we made fail. At eight o'clock Monopin:hill bore Eaft,
~diftant fix leagues.
This afternoon "we committed the body of Mr. Lauder to the
'•-deep. He was the firft perfon we hadioft during'the voyage.
At' noon Monopin-lntl bore North 16 degrees Weft, about
-iive leagues diftant: our latitude was 2 degrees 14 minutes Souths
At one o'clock we faw feveral rocks bearing Eaft South Eaft, four
miles diftant, on which we Shortened Tail, and hauled our wind
to the Eaftward:; the Strange fail in fight to the North North
Weft. We had foundings from eight to fourteen fathom water,
over a muddy bottom. At three o'clock we faw the Sumatra
fliore, bearing South 40 degrees Eaft; the weather was moderate
and hazy, with frequent Showers of rain. At feven o'clock we
let go an anchor in eleven fathom water, over a muddy bottom.
During the night we had very fierce lightning all round the
compafs. We here found the tide fetting Eaft South Eaft, at
the rate of three knots per hour.
At five in the morning of the ift of March, we weighed and
made fail. During the forenoon we had fqually weather, with
thunder, lightning, and heavy rain. At noon the Strange Sail
bore North by Weft, about fix miles diftant, fome high land on
the Banca Shore Eaft North Eaft, and part of the Sumatra Shore
•South by Weft, about three miles distant: we had foundings in
twelve fathom water. The afternoon was very fqually, accompanied with a violent Storm of thunder, lightning, and heavy rain.
At

iree o'clock we Shortened fail, and paffed by a Dutch man
lying at anchor. At five o'clock, the Strange fail which
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we had feen for feveral days paft, joined us, and proved to be the
Lanfdowne Indiaman, Captain Storey. At half paft fix o'clock
"we anchored in nine fathom and a half water, over a muddy bottom, the Sumatra Shore bearing South 6outh Weft, four miles
diftant. During the night we had conftant fierce lightning, the
weather exceeding clofe and fultry.
At five in the morning of the 2d, we weighed and made fail io 1
company with the Lanfdowne. The foundings here vary from ;
eight or ten fathom, to lefs than three fathom water, the bottom
fand and mud. The wind being light and variable, we hauled to
the Northward, and Stood well over to the Sumatra Shore, by
which means we got clear of the Shoal water. At Six o'clock the
Lanfdowne made a fignal of diftrefs, on which we let go an anchor in fix fathom and a half water, and hoifted out our whaleboat in order to go to the afliftance of Captain Storey; but our
boat was fcarcely in the water before She filled. On this we> \
hoifted her in again, and the carpenters gave her a temporary, repair. At feven o'clock Captain Dixon went in. the boat to aflift .
the Lanfdowne.
At three in the morning of the 3d, Captain Dixon returned.on
board. The Lanfdowne, it feems, had grounded on the fmall
lhoals off Lufepara, but was foon hove off without any damage,.
At five o'clock we hove Short,, in order to be ready whenever
Captain Portlock Should make the fignal for weighing; but during
the forenoon we had only light airs and intervening calms.
Our latitude at noon was 3 degrees 9 minutes South, the firft
point North 20 deg. Weft, diftant three leagues. Soon after twelveo'clock we weighed and made, fail; the foundings were from four
and
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and.a'halfjto fix fathom.. At four o'clock the Ifland Lufepara
.bore North 88 deg. Eaft, diftant fix miles, and the extremes of
- the land to the Southward* South 65 deg. Weft. At eight o'clock
Lufepara bore North 14 deg. Weft. We had foundings- in four
fathom water, over a muddy bottom.
Being clear of the Straights of Banca, we Stood on during the
•>night, the weather cloudy, with conftant lightning.

MM

During the forenoon of the 4th, we had foundings from fix
<to nine fathom water, over a muddy bottom. From this to the
6th we had little variety; the weather was extremely clofe and
fultry, the thermometer frequently 92 deg. Light baffling winds,
with intervening calms, frequently obliged us to let go an anchor. Our latitude at noon on the 6th, was 4 degrees 17 minutes
South.
At fix o'clock in the afternoon of the 7th, we faw the Sifters,
bearing South Weft by Weft, four leagues diftant; foundings
eleven fathom over a muddy bottom. At noon, on the 8th, the
Sifters bore South 40 deg. Weft, fix miles diftant, and the high
land on the Sumatra Shore, South 41 deg. Weft; the latitude 4
deg. 55 min. South. Soundings from eleven to thirteen fathom
-water, over a muddy bottom.
At fix in the afternoon we came to with the fmall bower in
ten fathom water, over a muddy bottom, the Skiers bearing
rSouth 17 degrees Weft. During the night we had fome heavy
-fqualls of wind at South South Weft, with' much thunder and
lightning, and a very heavy fea. At four in the morning of the
-9th, we found the veffel dragged her anchor, on which we hove it
gap and made fail. At eight o'clock the weather moderated, and
1
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by ten we had nearly a calm, on which we let go the beft bower A?88,
in eleven fathom water; the Sifters bore South 25 degrees Weft, i_.-, J/
latitude 4 degrees 57 minutes South.
From this to the 12th we had little variety, light baffling winds,
with intervening calms, obliging us frequently to let go an anchor,
fo that we made very little progrefs.
On the 12th at noon our latitude was 5 degrees 22 minutes
South. The extremes of the land in fight bore from South 20
deg. Eaft, to North 20 deg. Weft, diftant from the Sumatra Shore
about three miles. This forenoon we had the pleafure to pafs the
Sifters, which are two very fmall iflands, and had been in Sight
ever Since the 7 th. At two o'clock we let go the beft bower in
eleven fathom water.
During the afternoon, and greateft part of the night, we had
fqually weather, with conftant rain.
Early in the morning of the 13th, we weighed and made fail.
The wind growing light, and inclining to calm, at ten o'clock
the whale-boat was hoifted out, and fent to tow the veffel a-head;
North Ifland, where we intended to anchor, in order to fill up
our water, being right a-head, about eight miles diftant.
At eleven o'clock, having no wind, and the tide againft us, we
let go an anchor nearly oppofite North Ifland; our latitude at
noon being 5 degrees 35 minutes.
" A breeze fpringing up about one o'clock, we weighed and Stood
farther on. By three o'clock, being pretty well into the Roads,
T t
we
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we came to with the beft bower, in nine fathom water, over a=
muddy bottom, mooring the Ship with the large kedge and Stream
cable.. North Ifland bore North Eaft by North, three miles
diftant.
In the Roads lay three Dutch veflels belonging to Batavia.
At five o'clock in the morning of the 14th, the long-boat was
hoifted out and fent on Shore for water. Our people found excellent water on the Sumatra Shore, about five hundred yards
from the beach; fo that by noon on the 15th, our water-caSks
were all filled. We wanted a fmall fupply of wood for firing, but
as there were numbers of inhabitants on the Sumatra coaft, we
apprehended that cutting wood there might be attended with
difficulty; fo, in the afternoon of the 15th parties were fent from,
both veffels to cut wood on North Ifland, there being no inhabitants or other obstruction to cutting any quantity we wanted.
At fix o'clock the people returned on board, having procured a
fufficient quanky of fuel.
North ISland is very Small, being perhaps not more than two
miles in ckcumference. It is totally covered with trees of various
forts, many of which I believe are found lit* our Weft India
iflands. Thefe being eternally clothed with a fine green verdure,,
afford an excellent afylum for the feathered tribe, of which there
is great variety. I believe there is no water on the ifland, fo that
wood is the only article which the place affords for Ships which
lay at anchor in the adjacent Road.
The people who inhabit Sumatra are; Malays, and many of
them inhabit this part of the ifland in order to reap what advantage
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tage they can from wrecks, or veffels in diftrefs, as well as to trade
with the Ships which ©ccafionally anchor here.
I have before obferved, that the Sandwich Iflanders are In all
probability defcended from thefe people, and there is, in my opinion, an evident Similarity between them in refpect to perfon and
feature. The Malayans, 'tis true, are of a deeper hue, but this
may poffibly be owing to the extreme heat of the climate.
We.purchafed fome turtle from one of the Malay boats, for
the Ship's ufe. They deal likewife in Geneva, arrack, fowls,
pumpkins, plantains, &c. twelve forry fowls they fell for a dollar, and their other articles in proportion. The Dutch are frequently concerned with thefe boats, and a Dutchman was principally concerned in that we traded with.
Having .^compleated our wood and water, at fix o'clock in the
*niorning of the 16th we unmoored, and at {even weighed and
made fail, Standing for the Straights of Sunda, with a frefh breeze
at Weft North Weft, and cloudy weather. Towards noon we
had frequent fqualls, with heavy rain; and the wind growing
light and variable, about one o'clock we let go an anchor in
twenty fathom water, the Ships in North ISland Roads bearmg
North, about fix miles diftant, and Mid-channel Ifland South 7
'degrees Eaft. The weather, during the afternoon, was moderate
and cloudy, but in the night we had frequent fqualls and heavy
rain, attended with thunder and lightning.
At feven o'clock in the morning of the 17th, we weighed and
$nade fail, having a moderate Wefterly breeze. At noon the Peak
T t-2
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of Cracatoa bore Weft South Weft, about nine miles diftant?
our latitude was 5 degrees 59 minutes South.
Towards evening, the wind veering to the Southward, at fix'
o'clock we came to, in thirty-two fathom water, over a muddybottom, the center of Mid-channel Ifland bearing North 5-8 deg:
Eaft, the Peak of Cracatoa Weft one-half South, and Prince's-.
Ifland South 42 degrees Weft..
From the 17th to the 21ft, we plied in the Straights without
making fcarcely any progrefs. During the forenoons we had
calms, and Sometimes light winds at South Weft. About noon
a tolerable breeze generally fprung up at North Weft, which, towards evening, constantly Shifted to the Southward. The nightswere generally fqually, with heavy rain and conftant thunder ancfc
lightning, a Strong current generally fetting to the North Eaft.
At fix o'clock in the afternoon of the 20th, after Standing fomehours to the North Weft, we came to in thirty-two fathom water, over a bottom of foft mud. The extremes of Cracatoa bore
from South 65 deg. Weft to North 65 degrees Weft, fix miles
diftant. The weather being fqually, we fent down the top-gallant
yards:
During the whole of the 2 iff, we had' light unfavourable
winds. In the forenoon the people were"employed in fetting up'
the foretop-maft rigging. A Dutch fnow had anchored within a.
mile of us in the evening of the 20th, and Captain Dixon being;
defirous to procure fome rice from" her, and a few neceffaries we
Stood in need of to repair the rigging, the whale-boat was hoifted
out this afternoon, and Mr. Carew, our Firft Mate, fent on board
1
the.-

NORTH-WEST COAST OF AMERICA.
the fnow to enquire whether the Dutchman could fupply us with
any of thefe particulars, but Mynheer was equally bare with ourfelves.
At five o'clock In the morning of the 22d we weighed, and
made fail, but the wind growing light and variable, and the current againft us, we came to a little before noon, with the fmall
bower, in twenty-fix fathom water, over a muddy bottom: the
Peak of Cracatoa bearing Weft by South, about five miles diftant.
The weather being fine and calm, Captain Dixon embraced this*
opportunity of filling up our water; and at one o'clock the whaleboat and jolly-boat were hoifted out, and our Captain took ten
hands on Shore for that purpofe. The boats returned at fix o'clock,
bringing three puncheons of water, being all the empty caSks we
had. Our people had purchafed a good quantity of cocoa-nuts
and pumpkins: they got forty cocoa-nuts for a dollar, and fifteen
pumpkins for the fame money.
Though the Ifland of Cracatoa is undoubtedly the moft healthy
of any one near the fame fituation, yet I do not find that there
are many inhabitants here, and thefe feem to be Malays. The
principal reafon that moft people do not fix their residence here
probably is, that few Ships Stop at this ifland for refrefhment, but
generally proceed to Prince's ISland, which produces everything
peculiar to this place, in equal abundance, and the watering place
is much more convenient.
The produce of this place is much the fame as Sumatra; fowls,.
cocoa-nuts, pumpkins, &c. A number of turtles were purchafed
for the fhip's ufe..
During,
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During the whole of the '23d we had foutherly winds, which
' prevented our weighing anchor. We were Favoured with Captain
Portlock's company on board during the greateft part of the day.
At four o'clock in the morning of the 24th we anfwered the
King George's fignal for weighing anchor, and by five we weighed
and made fail, ftanding to the ^Southward, with a frefh breeze at
South Weft. Hitherto we had attempted to get clear of the Straights,
by the paffage between Prince's Ifland and Cracatoa; but this was
.now given up, and it was determined to try for the paffage between
•: Prince's Ifland and Java Head.
At noon the Peak of Cracatoa bore North 18 deg. Weft, the
< extremes of Prince's Ifland from South 50 deg. Weft to Weft
South Weft; a high point on the Java Shore bearing South, diftance from the neareft land about five leagues: the latitude was
6 deg. 21 min. South. During the afternoon we made occasional
boards, between Prince's Ifland and Java, a heavy fwell fetting in
from the Weftward: we had foundings from forty-three to thirtyfix fathom, over a muddy bottom. At nine in the evening we let
go an anchor in forty-two fathom water, the high land on Prince^
ISland bearing South 76 deg. Weft.

f

At four o'clock in the morning of the 25th we weighed and
made fail, with a freSh Wefterly breeze and cloudy weather. At
noon, the extremes of Prince's ISland bore from Weft North Weft
to South 65 deg. Weft; a bluff"-point on Java bearing South Weft
by South, about four leagues diftant; the latitude 6 deg. 33 min.
In the afternoon the wind hauled to the Southward, fo that (finding we loft ground) at fix o'clock we let go an anchor in forty
:fathom water, over a muddy bottom,
2
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At nine in the morning of the 26th we weighed, being favoured
with a Strong Wefterly breeze, which gave us great hopes of clearing the land.
During the forenoon we were employed in working through thepaffage between Prince's Ifland and Java Head. At noon, the extremes of Prince's Ifland bore from South 65 deg. Weft to North j a.
Java Head South Weft by South, diftance off four miles. Our a
latitude was 6 deg. 36 min. South.
About two o'clock, being right in the paffage between Java Headland the Coblers, (a parcel of rocks off Prince's Ifland) the breeze;
failed us, and the current fet us right upon the Java Shore. Our
fituation for fome time was very dangerous, as it was impossible •:
for us to wear; and what was Still worfe, there is no ground in
lefs than fifty fathom water clofe in Shore, and that is Sharp rocks, .
fo that little fervice could be expected from our anchor: however,
in lefs than half an hour, to our great joy, the breeze freshened,
and by four in the afternoon we were entirely out of danger, the
rocks off Java Head bearing North 85 deg. Eaft, and the peak of"
Prince's Ifland North 5 deg. Eaft, five miles diftant from the Java
Shore. At fix o'clock, Java Head bore North Eaft by North, diftant fix leagues.
Being now clear of the land, our anchors were got on the gunwales, and fecured.
During the night we had fqually weather, with rain, and in the morning of the 27th, a freSh North Wefterly breeze and 1
cloudy weather: our latitude at noon was 7deg. 49min. South.
All-
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All our wifhes now are for a fpeedy and fafe voyage to St. He-rf_j lena; and from thence to Old England, is added by thine ever,

W.B,

OFF JAVA HEAD, 7
March 27th.
j
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UR paffage during the month of March has been the moft
tedious, and by far the moft unhealthy of any we have experienced during the voyage, and particularly in palling the Straights
of Banca. The land, both on the Banca and Sumatra coaft, is
low, flat and marShy; and as we in general had light winds, the
weather was extremely hot and fultry. A faint fickly heat feized
the greateft part of our people, indeed the Strongest on board felt
its influence more or lefs: we luckily had a good quantity of Peruvian bark on board, which was regularly given to all the fickly.
people, and its good effects were foon perceptible; we alfo had the
good fortune not to have the leaft appearance of the fcurvy
amongft us.

O

Captain Portlock had loft two of his people with the flux Since
our leaving China, and feveral more were in a fickly Slate j however, our getting out to fea raifed every one's Spirits.
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During the 28th of March we had a frefh breeze at North Weft,
with frequent fqualls attended with rain. Atfiveo'clock in the afternoon we faw a Strange fail to the Northward. In the night,
and during the forenoon of the 29th, the breeze moderated; about
ten o'clock the Strange fail being pretty near us, we found her to
be the Queen Eaft-Indiaman, Captain Douglas. Our latitude at
noon was 10 deg. 17 min. South; and the longitude 255 deg. 8
min. Weft. During the afternoon, and the whole of the 30th,
we had light variable winds, frequently inclining to calm. At
eleven in the forenoon, Captain Portlock's boat came on board us,
and Captain Dixon went on board, the King George; the day was
clear and fine, but exceeding fultry, the thermometer being 89
deg. Latitude at noon 11 deg. 13 min.
At fix o'clock in the evening Captain Dixon returned on board,
and informed us that it was determined for the veffels to feparate, each
making the quickeft paffage in their power to St. Helena: on this
all our people held themfelves in readinefs to falute their fellow
voyagers with three cheers at parting, but light baffling winds prevented the Veffels from coming near enough for that purpofe.
During the 31 ft we had a frefh breeze at South Eaft and Eaft
South Eaft, and our courfe was North Weft. In the forenoon of
the 1 ft of April we had entirely loft fight of our confort: outlatitude at noon was 12 deg. 44 min. South ; and the longitude
2
57 deg* 4-8 m i n Weft.
From the ift to the 9th we had a frefh Eafterly breeze, the
weather rather fqually at times, with rain. Our latitude at noon
on the 8th was 17 deg. 50 min. South; and the longitude 271 deg.
-16 min. Weft. Our courfe for fome days paft had been Weft
Uu
South
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South Weft, and Weft by South: we found a heavy fwell from
the Southward.
From the 9th to the 16th we had a conftant frefh Eafterly
breeze, the weather rather wet and fqually at times, though in
general it was fine and pleafant. Our latitude at noon on the
16th was 20 deg. 48 min. South; and the longitude 284 deg. 33
min. Weft.
In the evening we had a good deal of lightning from the Southward, and in the night a veryjieavy fquall attended with rain, the
wind at South: towards morning the weather moderated, but the
wind Still blew from the Southward. Our latitude at noon on the
17th was 21 deg. 14 min. South; and the longitude 286 deg. 41
mm. Weft.
Till the 21ftwe had very little variety, but at two o'clock in
the afternoon we had a fquall with very heavy rain, which Shifted
the wind to the Northwaad, fometimes blowing a freSh breeze,
and frequently light, inclining to calm: in the forenoon of the
2 2d the wind again-Shifted to the Southward, the weather moderate and cloudy. Our latitude at noon was 23 deg. g min. South;
and the longitude 298 deg. 20 min. Weft.
At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 23d, being then Steering
Weft, with the wind at South and by Weft, we faw two Strange
fail in the South Eaft quarter, Standing North Eaft.
On the 24th the Ship's company were put to an allowance of
two quarts of water a man per day, exclusive of what was ufed for
peafe. Our latitude at noon was 23 deg. 27 min. South; and the
longitude
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longitude 300 deg. 22 min. Weft; a heavy fwell fetting in from 1788.
the Southward.
. MayFrom this to the 30th no particular occurrence happened ; we
were Still favoured'with a pretty Steady Eafterly breeze, and the
weather in general fine and pleafant. Our latitude at noon on the
30th was 28 deg. 9 min. South; and the longitude 310 deg. 30
min. Weft. The variation of the compafs is here 21 deg. Wefterly.
On the 1ftof May the wind Shifted to the Northward and Weft*
ward; indeed being now in 28 deg. 55 min. South latitude, we
had reafon to expect the trade-winds would leave us, efpecially at
this feafon of the year.
In the morning of the 4th of May we had vaft quantities of
bonetta about the Ship ; our hooks and lines were prefently put
overboard, and we had tolerable fuccefs : thefe bonetta proved an
excellent difh for us, and were a moft agreeable variety at this
time, as our fait provisions began to grow old, and confequently
unwholefome, though as yet we had not (thank God) any appearance of the fcurvy amongft us, which perhaps might in fome
•meafure be owing to the bark before-mentioned, the ufe of which
was not entirely difcontinued.
We had alfo a vaft number of gulls, egg-birds, Sheer-waters,
&c. about the veffel: I judge thefe birds andriShare drawn hither
by a fpecies of the fardine, great numbers of which we faw in the
Water, and generally found fome in the fifhes we caught. 'Tis very
probable they are on their paffage to fome particular fpot. Our
U u2
latitude
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latitude at noon was 28 deg. 8 min. and the longitude 316 deg.
44 min. Weft..
From this to the 7th we had Southerly winds and moderate
weather: the latitude at noon was 30 deg. n min. South; and I
the longitude 321 deg. 58 min. Weft. In the afternoon the wind
blew frefh from the Eaftward', and the former part of the night
was fqually, with thunder,, lightning, and heavy rain-, which
caufed us to double-reef the topfails and reef the mainfail; under
this fail we thought ourfelves well fecured for the night, but about
two o'clock in the morning of the 8 th, a moft violent fquall took
us from the South Weft;. on which we handed the topfails, and
providentially received no damage : by day-light the weather grew
more moderate; the wind Still to the Southward. Our latitude at
noon was 30 deg. 54 min. South..
In the forenoon of the 9th we had- a Strong breeze at North
Eaft, and towards the evening the wind hauled to the Northward,
Still blowing very frefli.; in the evening it lightened very much to
the South Wefls which caufed us to clofe-reef the topfails, remembering the fevere fquall we fo lately met with;. fortunately,
however, the night continued moderate, and the ioth and n t h
we had light Southerly winds, and fine weather. Our latitude at
noon on the n t h was 32 deg. 45. min. South;, and. the longitude;
by lunar obfervations, 327 deg..6 min. Weft
During the 12th and 13ththe wind blew frefh at North Eaft;
the weather tolerably fine.. Our latitude, at noon on the 1.3 th was
34 deg. 22 min. South;
During
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During the 14th, and greateft part of the 15th, we had little
variety, the wind and weather being nearly the Same as on the
preceding days, with a heavy fwell from the Weftward. In the
afternoon of the 15th the weather grew hazy, and the wind variable, with a lowering threatening Sky; about feven o'clock the
wind fettled at North Weft, and blew a Strong gale, on which we
clofe-reefed the topfails, reefed the mainfail, and fent down the
top gallant yards. At eight o'clock we wore and Stood to the
Eaftward. During the former part of the night we had a good
deal of lightning from the Northward. At two o'clock in the
morning of the 16th, we again wore and Stood to the Weftward :
the gale Slill increasing, at fix o'clock we reefed the forefail and
handed the topfails. In the forenoon the top-gallant mafts were
Struck, and the jibb-boom got in. Our latitude at noon was 36
deg. 10 min. South, the gale Still continuing with unceafing
violence, attended with frequent fqualls, and an exceeding heavy
Wefterly fwell.
At four o'clock in the afternoon we found the pumps choaked
up. This, in our prefent fituation, was a moft unfortunate circumftance, and more particularly, as the veSfel, when on the Starboard tack, made a good deal of water: however, the- Starboard
pump was immediately hoifted up, and, on examination, found
choaked with fand, which had been ufed as a.flooringfor the teas;
and which, no doubt, the prefent tempeftuous weather had occafioned to work through the ceiling. The pump being cleared,,
nine inches were cut from the bottom, and it was immediately got
down again..
The fhip's company had been for fome time at an allowance of
water, as before mentioned; but the weather being now too Stormy
1
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1788. to have it ferved out, every perfc&a helped himfelf to what he
J \ wanted, as ufual.
During the night the gate ftall continued with unceafing violence. At fix o'clock in the morning of the 17th, the main Slayfail Sheet gave way, and the iail blew to pieces in a moment: at
feven o'clock the Starboard pump again choaked, on which it was
got up, cleared of the fand, and immediately put down again.
There being great reafon to ifuppofe that all the water which the
veffel made, did not find its way to the pumps, but was Slopped in
the fore part of the fhip by the fand, Captain Dixon came to a
determination (with the advice of his Officers) to open the forehold, in order to examine that part: at eight o'clock the forehatch was broke open, and about forty chefts of tea taken out of
the hold: the tea was found dry, and in very good order, and -.to
our great fatisfaction) there was not the leaft appearance of any
water being lodged in this part of the veffel.
At eleven o'clock we hoifted up the larboard pump, and cleared
It of fand, but it it was not put down again, as we were obliged
to keep a perfon constantly in the pump-well to clear it of fand,
which was handed up in buckets, and if not constantly attended,
prefently choaked the pump.
The gale continued during the afternoon with unabating violence ; the veffel laboured very hard, and made a great deal of
water, fo that it required every exertion to keep the pump-well
clear of fand.
Hitherto
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Hitherto our people had been in three watches; but the tempeftuous weather, together with the unlucky accident of our pumps
choaking up, requiring a conftant and unremitting attendance,
Captain Dixon judged proper to put the Ship's company to watch
and watch.
In the night, the gale rather abated; and about feven o'clock in
the morning of the i §th, the weather grew moderate, with light
winds, and a very heavy fea from the Southward, on which we.
fet the topfails, clofe-reefed.
About 8 o'clock, found a leal?; under the counter, on which we"
got up a number of articles that were Slowed in the run, (being ,
in a manner ufelefs to us) and hove them overboard ; our obfervation at noon gave 36 deg. 30 min. South latitude. During the afternoon we had light aks inclining, to calm, a very heavy crofs fea
frill running, which caufed the veffel to Strain and labour exceed- ingly: at' eight in the evening a frefti breeze Sprung up from the
Northward, and in the night it increaSed to a gale, a heavy fea^
fHll fetting from the Southward.
In the morning of the 19th, we had a freSh gale at North Weft,.
with frequent fqualls; the pump-well Still required conftant atten—
dance, for the labouring of the Ship caufed the fand continually to »
work through the ceiling, and it was of the utmoft confequence
to keep the well clear, as by that means, the water was prevented .
from lodging in any other part of the veffel.
Our latitude at:
noon was 37 deg. 36 min. South ; and the longitude 336 deg. 50
min. Weft, but the longitude could not by any means be depended
upon; it was evident by our latitude of to-day, that there was a
ftrong current fetting to the Southward, and k was very uncertain
2
whether

343

.344
i7W.
May.

A VOYAGE

TO

THE

whether or.no it did not fet us to the Eaftward at the fame time ;
however, Captain Dixon determined at all events to Stand to the
Northward, the wind blowing frefh at North Weft. This afternoon our powder was found to be loofe and damaged, on which
four barrels were thrown overboard, referving only as much as we
might poffibly want for fignals or other temporary purpofes.
From this till noon on the -20th, we had very little alteration j
the wind Still blew frefh at North Weft with frequent fqualls;
our latitude was 36 deg. 57 min. South. As we had made nearly
a North courfe for the laft twenty-four hours, this obfervation
confirmed our opinion of a Southerly current, but whether to the
Eaftward or Weftward, it was not eafy to determine, though we
had fome reafon to think it fet about South South Eaft. In the
afternoon, the wind Shifted to the Weftward, and during the night
it changed to South and South Eaft, but grew light as it came
from the Southward.
Early in the morning of the 21ft, we had a frefh breeze at Eaft
North Eaft, on which we fet all the fail we could, being glad
to embrace every opportunity of getting to the Northward and
Weftward. Our latitude at noon was 36 deg, 40 min. and
the longitude 337 deg. 20 min. Weft. In the afternoon the
breeze frefhened, and the wind hauled to the Northward towards
evening, blowing very hard with frequent heavy fqualls, which
caufed us to hand the topfails and reef the courfes.
Towards
morning on the 22d, the weather grew more moderate, and at
day-light we made fail, Still Standing to the Northward, the
weather hazy with rain; our latitude at noon was 36 deg. South.
The forenoon of the 23d was very fqually, attended with rain;
on which we clofe-reefed the topfails, and Struck top-gallant
mafts j
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rnafts: about ten o'clock we were taken with a moft violent fquall,
but as we had timely taken in fail, it fortunately did us no other
damage than fpBtting our fore Slay-fail. Our obfervation at noon
gave 35 deg. 48 min. South latitude.
In the afternoon the weather grew more fettled, the wind Still
hanging to the North Weft. Our pump-Well Still required clofe
attendance, a good quantity of fand constantly working into it.
At three o'clock in the morning of the 24th, we founded with feventy fathom line over a foft bottom, which Shewed that we were
on the banks of Laguuus, on which we wore Ship, the wind light
and variable. At day-light, the weather being pretty moderate, we
made fail} at feven o'clock we faw a large Ship bearing North Eaft,
and Standing to the Northward. Our latitude at noon was 35
deg. 36 min. South.
I Should obferve that ever Since the bad weather came on, the
wind had been generally at North Weft, and that whenever it
Ihifted to the Southward or Eaftward, it grew light and very
Variable. This had occafioned us to wear as often as was judged
confiftent with our getting to the Weftward, and it is probable
that the current already mentioned had in fome meafure retarded
our progrefs.
During the afternoon and night we had Strong North Wefterly
breezes and fqually weather, which kept us under an eafy fail,
and we made occasional boards as fuited our conveniency.
At day-light in the morning of the 25th, the weather being
moderate, we made fail, the wind Still hanging at North Weft.
Xx
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About eight o'clock the veffel we had feen on the 24th came5
within hail and fpoke us. She proved to be the Lanfdowne, Captain Storey, who, as has been already mentioned, got a-ground
in the Straights of Banca, but got clear of the Straights of Sunda
a. week before us. As this veffel is efteemed a prime failer, it cannot be denied but that the fight of her at this time infufed frefh
Spirits into every perfon on board, efpecially when we compared
our bad failing veffel to her, and found that with all her boafted
fuperiority, and the time She had before gained on us, we were
yet on a par in regard to the voyage. This incident brought that
obfervation of Solomon freSh into my memory, " The race is not
to. the fwiftr &c. for we here had an ineonteftible proof, that
" time and chance happeneth to all."
Captain Storey informed u$, that he had been beating about
the Cape ever Since the 15th, which was the fame time we met
with the gale, but did not aSIign any reafon for his not getting
here fooner. Our obfervation at noon gave 35 deg. 32 min.
South latitude; and the mean of fome lunar obfervations 337
deg. 48 min. Weft longitude^
On the 26th, the wind continuing at North Weft, our Captain determined to Stand to the South Weft, hoping to meet with
a change of wind : the weather being now moderate, and tolerably
fettled, the people were put to their former allowance of water.
Our latitude at noon was 36 deg. 17 min. South. In the night
the wind Shifted to North North Eaft, and in the forenoon of
the 27th, increafed to a frefh breeze, on which we fet all the fail
we could carry, and Steered North Weft by Weft : our latitude at
noon was 36 deg. 12 min. South, and the longitude 339 deg. 39
min. Weft: we were deftined to enjoy this favourable breeze but a
Short
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Short time, for in the afternoon the wind Shifted to the North
Weft, blowing very frefh: and towards evening increafed to a
ftrong gale, which continued all night with unceafing violence,
attended with heavy fqualls, much rain and lightning, wkh a
heavy head-fea: towards morning the gale abated, and in the
forenoon we had light winds and a heavy crofs lea, which caufed
the veffel to labour very much.
For fome days previous to this gale we had got Scarcely any fand
out of the well, and the pump was fixed in its place, but now, the
motion of the veSfel obliged us to take it up again, and we got up
nearly as much (and as when this unlucky accident firft happened.
Our latitude at noon was 37 deg. 11 min. South, the weather
fqually, with rain, the wind Still at North Weft. At eight
o'clock in the evening, to our great joy, a frefh gale came on
at South Weft, and during the night it blew very heavy, with
frequent fqualls, conftant rain, and much lightning: we carried
all the fail we could with prudence, being exceedingly anxious
to double this Cape. During the whole of the 29th, the wind
blew ftrong from the fame favourable quarter, and we Steered
North Weft, and North Weft by North, as beft fuited our purpofe,
there being about two points Wefterly variation.
The wind on the 30th, was equally favourable to us: in the
forenoon of the 31ft, the wind veered to South Eaft, Still blowing
a fine Steady breeze, with moderate weather; our latitude at
noon was 33 deg. 44 min. South > and the longitude by lunar obfervation, 347 deg. 50 Weft : fo that to our great comfort we now
had doubled this hitherto formidable Cape, the charts placing the
South Weft point of land in 34 deg. 26 min. South latitude, and
341 deg. 37 min. Weft longitude.
Xx2
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1 fhall lay down the pen at prefent, but, if Providence per.?
U * 1 | § J I ® thou Shalt have a continuation from
Thine,. &c.
W. B.
A T SEA,
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AVING reafon to think that there was a current fetting
Strongly to the Weftward-, in the afternoon of the 31ft off
May, we hauled by the wind,. Steering North and North by Eaft,
On the 1ftof June, we had a fine breeze at Eaft, with clear
fettled weather, our latitude at noon was 32 deg. 4 min. South.

The pump-well having for fome time been pretty clear of fandy
the Starboard pump was got into its place, but fo fixed that it
could be got up with eafe from time to time, as occafion required*
The weather, during the time we were doubling this Southern
promontory, had not been fo feverely cold as we were taught to
expect, the mean of the thermometer being about 54 deg. though
this mildnefs probably has been occafioned by the wind feldom
blowing from the Southward for any length of time.
1
From.
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From the ift, to the 3d of June, we were favoured with a frefh
breeze from the Eaftward and Southward. Our latitude at noon
on the 3d, was 29 deg. 54 min. South; in the afternoon the
wind Shifted to North North Weft, blowing frefh with frequent
fqualls: as we yet depended on a Wefterly current, we Steered
North Eaft, and Eaft North Eaft, as the wind permitted. In the
morning of the 6th, the wind gradually Shifted to the Weftward
and Southward, which proved very fortunate, for the mean of
feveral fets of lunar obfervations taken on the 6th: our latitude
' (being then 27 deg. 17 min. South) gave only 346 deg. 24 min.
Weft longitude. This plainly Shewed that our depending on a
current fetting to the Weftward was extremely fallacious, and that,
in fact, we had met with nothing of the kind.
The weather now grew moderate and fettled, with a fine Steady
breeze at South South Eaft.
Though the veffel had now very little motion, yet we frequently got up the Starboard pump, and always found a quantity of
fand in the well.
On the oth, our allowance of water was iricreafea to five pints
per day, and the people were again put into three watches. Our
latitude at noon was 23 deg. 44 min. South; and the longitude
352 deg. 5 min. Weft.
From this to the 14th, nothing particular- occurred. Our latitude at noon was 17 deg. 6 min. South, and the longitude upwards of 360 deg. Weft, fothat we had completely circumnavigated
the Globe-, on which account, having loft a day in our reckoning,
we borrowed a day* calling this (inftead of the 14th) Sunday the
15th of June.
Nothing
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N o t h i n g material happened from this t o t h e r8th t w e k e p i
^juiie-.^ ^ajjdjng for s t . Helena, with a freSh South £afterly breeze and!
fine weather. T h i s ifland is placed in the charts in 15 deg. 5 5
min. South latitude, and 5 deg. 49 Weft longitude. At half paft
three o'clock in the morning of the 18th, we faw St. Helena, beari n g N o r t h Weft about fix leagues diftant: at fix o'clock t h e
whale-boat was hoifted out, and M r . W h i t e fent on Shore with
difpatches to the Governor.
O n Standing into the road we had foundings from twenty-nine
t o nineteen fathoms water, over a muddy bottom.
A t eleven o'clock we anchored with the beft bower in nineteen
fathom w a t e r ; the extreme of the ifland bore from N o r t h 7 1
deg. Eaft to South 65 deg. W e f t : the church South 6 deg. Weft.
W e had the pleafure of finding our confort the King George
here, and every perfon on board in good health. Many of Captain
Portlock's people had been ill of the fcurvy, Since they parted from
u s ; but by a regular ufe of the various antifcorbutics, which he
had on board, their health was pretty well re-eftabfiShed before h e
arrived at St. Helena.
I n doubling the Cape of Good H o p e , Captain Portlock kept
m u c h nearer the land than w e had done, and had not fo long a
continuance of bad weather, fo that he arrived here fix days before
us,-and having compleated his water, & c . h e intended to have failed
this morning, but on our arrival he deferred it till the morrow.
Befides t h e King George, we found here, the Lanfdowne, C a p -

tain
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tain Storey, the Queen, Captain Douglas, three other EaftIndia Ships, and a Tufcan veffel.
Our bufinefs at this ifland being principally to fill up our waiter, no time was loft in making every neceffary preparation for
that purpofe j it was no lefs neceffary for us to procure whatever
refreshments the ifland afforded, but we were given to understand,
that freSh provisions were dealt out very fparingly,, owing to the.
number of Ships touching here.
On the 19th, we received three quarters of frefh beef, which
was all that could poffibly be fpared u s : to make amends however for this deficiency, a quantity of rice, potatoes and pumpkins were purchafed, and distributed amongft the Ship's company.
From this to the 23<J, the people were.bufied in watering, fetting up the rigging and other neceffary employments: fome of
them were daily fent on Shore to gather water-creffes, cellery, andL
mint, which grow here in great plenty.
At five o'clock in the afternoon of the 24th, we unmoored, and
atfevenweighed and made fail, Standing out of the road with a light
Eafterly breeze, and clear weather. At noon on the 25th,,,
James-Town bore South 40 deg. Eaft, ten leagues diftant. Our
paffage from St. Helena to this place afforded little variety, except that about the latitude of 6 deg. North, we fell in with light
variable winds, and clofe fultry rainy weather; our longitude at
the fame time was about 27 deg. Weft. The pilot (who is juft.
come on board) informs me that Captain Portlock arrived in the
river about a fortnight ago, all his people in good health. AsI hope very Shortly to have the plealure of feeing thee, I fhall
con-

June.
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conclude my narrative, with *eturmng my grateful thanks to 4feat
kind Providence which has fafely conducted us to our native
country, after a long and tedious voyage.
O F F DOVER, 1
Sept. 17th. %

APPEN*

W3

Cancer Kauiim

.

Cancer Baninus.

Lw/i/r/Si/s/y/iu, MtfrnrJtye.lOSg.WZ.
Upper Side.

Irom 'jimMfeA K/<ntJs.

APPENDIX.
No. I.

NATURAL

HISTORY.

A

T Sandwich Iflands there is a great variety of crabs and crayfish : one of the former was of fo Angular a make, that
I caufed a drawing to be made from one that I brought home, in
two views, from which the annexed plates were engraved.
It is of a pale brown colour, but was much darker when alive \
the back is fet with fmall conical protuberances,' pointing towards
the front. It has four legs, and four fvvimmers or palmated legs,
the bafes of which laft are not on a line with thofe of the legs, but
placed, two of then on the fide of the tail, and two within it,
which, as well as the fwimmers and the edges of the body, are
bordered with hair. The eyes are placed on tubes, and command
the whole hemifphere: it is a male, and I take it to be the Cancer
Raninus of Linnaeus, p. 1039 of his Syftema Natura, No. 2.
Yy

It
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It is in the Collection of Ifaac Swainfon, Efq. of London.
. At the fame iflands are great plenty of beautiful fhells, fuch a*s
Cypraa Tigrina, Mauritiana, Talpa, and others of that genus;.
and numberlefs fpecies of the fin alter kinds, of which laft the natives form necklaces, bracelets, and other ornaments: one of thefe:
necklaces afforded a Singular fpecies of the Helix genus of Linnaeus,,
which I was informed is a frefh-water Shell. It is outwardly
fmooth, has feven fpires, and is of a black-brown colour, except
the tip, which is pale-yellow: the infide is fmooth and white, and;
the mouth is marginated.within. It is remarkable for a knob or
tooth on the columella, but which does not wind round it, consequently excludes it from the Voluta genus of Linnaeus, to which
at firft fight it appeals to be related. As I prefume it to be a
fpecies hitherto undefcribed, I have taken the liberty to give it the
the trivial name of Apex Fulva, or the Yellow Tip. A figure: of
it, in two views, is given, in-one of the following platesSpecimens of this kind are in the Leverian Mufeum..
At the mouth of Cook's River are many fpecies of fhell-ffflr,,
moft of tliem, I prefume, non defcript; and of all which I Should
have endeavoured to have got fpecimens, had bufinefs permitted..
Among the bivalves we noticed fome of a large fpecies, of the
cardium, or cockle genus; half a dozen of which would have
afforded a good fupper for one perfon ; but for a repaft of that
kind, our men preferred a large fpecies of the Solen genus, which:
they got in quantity, and were eafily difcovered by. then Spouting,
up the water as the men walked over the fands where they inhabited : as I fuppofe it to be a new kindl have given a figure of it
in the annexed plate, 'Tis a thin brittle Shell, fmooth within and:
i
without I
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without: one valve'is furnifhed with two front, and two lateral
teeth; the other has one front and one fide tooth, which flip in
between the others in the oppofite valve: from the teeth, in each
valve, proceeds a ftrong rib, which extends to above half-way
acrofs the Shell, and gradually lofes itfelf towards the edge, which
is fmooth and Sharp. The colour of the outfide is white, circularly, but faintly, zoned with violet, and is covered with a fmooth
yellowifh-brown epidermis, which appears darkeft where "the zones
are : the infide is white, Slightly zoned, and tinted with violet and
pink. The animal, as in all fpecies of this genus, protrudes beyond the ends of the Shell very much, and is exceeding good food.
A fine Specimen of this kind is in the Collection of John
Swainfon, Efq. of the Cuftom-Houfe, London.
We faw alfo, on this coaft, a kind of mufcle, in colour and
Shape much like the common eatable mufcle of Europe, but
differed in being circularly wrinkled, and a great deal larger. One
valve I faw at Queen Charlotte's Iflands, meafured above nine
inches and an half in length.
With pieces of thefe mufcles, Sharpened to an exquifite edge
and point, the Indians head their harpoons, and other instruments
for fiShing. They fallen them on with a kind of refinous fubftance.
At Falkland's Iflands we met with a curious kind of Shell of
the Anomice genus of Linnaeus, ©f which, though the fpecies are
numerous in a foffil Slate in moft parts of the globe, few have
been difcovered recent, or freSh from the fea. One only of this
fort was before known in Europe, which was brought over by my
Yy 2
late
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late worthy Commander, the much regretted Captain Cook, in
his firft Voyage round the World: it was in the Portland Mufeum,
and was named by the late celebrated Dr. Solander in his MSS.
defcription of the fhells of that fplendid cabinet Anomia venofa,
which Specimen is now in the collection of M. Calonne, of London.
This kind (as do all that are properly of this genus) adheres
to coral rocks, by a ligament that comes from the animal through
the hole in the larger valve.
The internal Structure (peculiar to Shells of this genus) is verylingular, and confifts of two teftaceous rays, which commence
near the hinge in the leffer valve, where they adhere; from whence,,
leaving the Shell, they proceed to near the edge, then bend towards the other valve, and turn back to their commencement,
where they unite : this internal part is very delicate, and breaks
upon the fmalleft touch, but is thicker in the part neareft to the
larger valve. The Shell takes its name from certain parts of the
animal, which run in a branched form along the infide of the
Shell, which being held to a ftrong light, or a candle, gives it a
beautifully veined appearance. The outfide is fmooth, and of a
pale brown colour.
The fpecimen from which the engraving was made, is in the
private collection of Mr. George Humphrey, dealer in natural
curiofities, Albion-Street, near Black-friars Bridge, London.
Understanding, after I came home, that fome of the birds I
brought with me had not been engraved, though defcribed by
authors, particularly the new fpecies by Mr. Latham, and prefuming
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fuming that plates of them, done from correct drawings, would
lie no fmall embellishment to this work, I have therefore given
the figures of four of the moft curious, and with Mr. Latham's
permission have annexed their defcriptions, as printed in his Synopfis of Birds.
YELLOW T U F T E D BEE-EATER.
Latham's Synopfis, vol. ii. p.. 683. No. 1%." Size of a lark: length from bill to tail fourteen inches. BilF
an inch and an half long, pretty much bent, and Sharp at the
tip ; the noStrils covered with a membrane : tongue divided into
threads at the end: the general colour of the plumage is gloffy
black: the feathers about the head and throat fhort and pointed:
beneath each wing is a.large tuft of yellow feathers, which donot appear when the wing is clofed: on the vent is another patch
of the fame colour : the tail is greatly euneated; the two middle
feathers are feven inches in length, and the outer ones only two
inches; both the outer feathers are white on the outer webs and
tips, the others black; the ends are pointed : the legs-are black:,
the outer and middle toes connected to the firft joint'.
" Thefe birds are met with in plenty at O-why h'ee- andothers ofthe Sandwich Ifies -, at which place the natives catch the birds alive,..
and, after plucking out the yellow feathers, give them their liberty again, making ufe of the feathers in their various ornaments
and dreffes ; beautiful fpecimens of which may be feen in the
Leverian Mufeum."
Thus far Mr. Latham; to which I take the liberty to add, that
the fpecimen from which the annexed engraving was made, dif2
ferred
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ferred from that defcribed by him in having all the tail feathers
fpotted with white at the ends; probably his was either a hen or
a young bird.
The fize is a little reduced in the engraving, in order to get
it wkhin the compafs of the plate.
W H I T E WTNGED CROSS-BILL.
Latham s Synopjis, vol. iii. p. 108. No, 2.
" The fize of a goldfinch: the bill is of a duSky horn colour:
noftriis covered with briftles of a pale buff colour ; at the bafe of
the bill, from eye to eye, a Streak of brown: the feathers on the
head, neck, back, and under parts, are whkiSh, deeply margined
with crimfon; and, as fome parts of the white appears not fully
covered with the crimfon, gives the bird a mottled appearance:
the rump is pale crimfon: the vent dirty white: the wing is black,,
marked with a bar of white f&orri the Shoulder, paSfing obliquely
backwards, and a fecond bar, or rather fpot, of the fame below
that, but only the inner half: the fecond quills are each of them
tipped with white: the tail black : legs brown.
cc

I have received this both from Hudfon s-Bay and New-York."

The bird I have figured differs from Mr. Latham's in Some particulars ; it wants the crimfon colour, and the brown bar between
fhe eyes, fo that it is certainly a hen, differing from the cock exactly as in the common crofs-bill kind.
Mine was Shot at Montague-Ifiand, on the North-Weft Coaft of
America.
PATA-
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PATAGONIAN WARBLER.
Lathams Synopfis, vol. iv. p. 434. No. 26.
** This is a large fpecies: length nine inches: bill one inch and
a quarter, a little bent at the tip; colour black, with cinereous
edges: the upper part of the body, and tail, cinereous; beneathpaler, marked with white Streaks :• chin and throat white: over
the eye a Streak of the fame : the wings dark afh colour, marked
with paie brown, and a bar of the fame acrofs the coverts : the
quills have brown edges: outer tail feathers-white: legs black:
toes long« hind toe and claw long and Stout. The female, or
what is fuppofed fiich^ has fewer Streaks of white on the breaft<c
Inhabits Terra del Fuego. Met with on the fea-beach, andisfuppofed to live onftjell-fijhor fe'a-^vorms.

" It is apt to vary both in fize and length of bill."'
Mr. Latham is of opinion, that the bird I have figured is the
female.. It differs from the abo^e account in being cinereousthroughout, except the throat, which is- dirty-white, fpotted witrra cinereous colour, and that it is a native of Falkland's Ifies~
JOCOSE SHRIKE.Lathams Synopfis, vol. i. p. 175. — Lctnius jocofus Linnai Syjlenia
Natures, i. p.- 138.
" Size-of a Lark: length feven inches and a half. The bill is
blackifh, rather ftraighter than in moft of the genus, and furnished only with a very fine notch near the tip: the crown of the
head is black, except fome long brown-black feathers, which form
a creft:

3S9
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a creft: Sides of the head, throat, and fore-part of the meefe,
white: from each corner of the mouth is a black line, continued!
backwards: under each eye is a fmall fpot of lively red t the upper
parts of the body are brown:; the under parts dirty-white vent
red: on the lower pact of the neck and breaft a kind-of a brown
band: quills brown i the tail is much cuneiform in Shape j in colour brown, but the four outer feathers on each fide have white
tips : legs and claws black.
" This is a Chinefe bird, and called in thofe parts by the name of
Kowkaican."
I had a pair of thefe birds, which I bought in Canton, and kept
alive till I got off the Cape of Good Hope. They would eat rice, but
were fondeft of Cockroaches, with which I principally fed them.
I believe their death was owing to neglect, occafioned by the bad
weather we experienced at that time.

I

l a n i u s Jocofus. Zin. Sy.rf.JSrat.2>.J33. JSTPl.
Jocofe Shrike,//V>w China.£/it/M/>i's

Syito/ists^P./jS

.

%

IEatagx>ma3i"\VaxWer.//w,v /-'a/Z/aw/s /s/anc/j.Zartam's Synopsu.r0/.4.Z434.jr?.

Wlitelfrng-ea Cxofs Kll./fow t/ieNW.Coasf.ofAmt
ZaAam's S,/nofists.m.3.F.I08.N.°Sl.

YeBoTrTuftedBee Eater, /ro?n Janc&vi'cAIstands. ZatAamsSyno/>sisyol.zF.ff83jr?J8..
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TABLES of the ROUTE of the KING GEORGE and QUEEN
CHARLOTTE, the Variation of the Compafs, and Meteorological
Obfervations during the Voyage.

N. B. In. thefe Tables, the Situation of the Ships at Noon1 is fet down, and the Variation,
as obferved fome Time the fame Day.

T A B L E

I.

From St, Jago to Falkland's Iflands.
[ Time.

Latitude Longitude Variations
Weft.
Weft.
North.

Oct.'" 29?
Noon. }

14

30 M
3 1 11

Nov. 1

10

v* 88

0

48
20

34

22

00 22

7 42 21

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

r ( North Eaft. Moderate wind, and cloudy
* ( weather.
80^ j E. b. S. Moderate and clear.
80 1 From E. to E. b. N. Ditto.
0 (Eaft. Pleafant weather; at night, Jight-I
16
15 1 0
1 ning.
( E. S. E. Moderate and cloudy, with
Q
b
14
3 j ditto.
82 j Variable and fqually.
05
^ (Ditto, with thunder, lightning, and!
52
i ( rain.
84 1 Variable and fqually, with rain.
02
0 (Ditto, with thunder, lightning, and
00 11 02
( rain.

23 06 9
22 4 0

06 2 2

46

p

38 22
;HiW*
7
\.% 14. 22
1 1

20
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[. Continued.
TABLE
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from St. Jago to
j
Falkland' s Iflands.
Latitude Longitude VarL
North.
Weft.
W eft.

Time.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

p

1785.

Nov. 7,) 6
Noon. )
8 5
!
9 5
10 5
11 4

21

45

29
28
24

22
21
21

20
40
30

39
3 36

21

26

22

I I

80

*j

2

24

2 3 OO

82

14

1
0

22

22
25

30
29

16 0

22
27
09

45

26
27
28
29

14
02
03
22

30

3°

I0

12

J

5

!

7

1

18

3
4
6

1

9

20

\i

32

7 57 3° 45
22 9 4 2 31 00
11
2 8 3 1 25
3

p

2

24
2

K

5 14
2 6 16
27 18

1

80

21

28 2 0
2 9 21
21
Dec. 1 2 2

3°

.c?trk 2 3

32
32
39 33
3 2 33

08
45

05
3°
00
32

01

34 25

18

34 5 °

55 35 23
3 1 35 47
12

36

20

$ 3°

'

81
81
82
81

9

26

80 .
80

Eaft. Squally, with thunder, lightning, and rain.
E. S. E. Frefh breezes,.and cloudy.
Variable. Squally, with rain.
!
Ditto. Cloudy, with rain.
Variable, Squally, with lightning and
!
rain.
Ditto. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
S. E. Ditto, and clear. Saw fome wild
ducks.
S. E. A freSh breeze, and cloudy.
S. E. b. S. Ditto weather.

8o£ S, E. b. S. Moderate and cloudy,
8
58 7 i S. E. A freSh breeze, and cloudy.
Ditto. Moderate and cloudy.
7 8
r
FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
7 8 2 S. E.
75 S. E. b. E. Ditto weather.
FreiSh breezes. Saw a fail to
( E. S. E.
79 1 the eaSlward.
;
E.
b.
S.
Ditto
weather.
|
7^
8
0
Eaft.
Moderate
and
cloudy.
2
53
79 E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and clear..
80
Ditto. Ditto weather.
81
E. N. E. FreSh breezes and clear.
j
!
79 Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy.
:
Variable.
A
freSh
gale,
under
double81
l reefed topfails.
8 0 I Variable. A frefh breeze, and clear.
;
79 Ditto. Light : breezes, ar.d cloudy.
8 0 f Variable. L' U& r/i.ac's, r.iid char.
Eaft.
3 38 79 N. N. E. lAf-AzLs, ana fine weather.

5
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T A B L E I.
Continued.
Rou te of the King George and Queen Charlotte from St. Jago
to Falkland's Iflands.
Time.

Longitude Variations
Weft.
Eaft.

South.

1 n8j.
Dec. 3 , )

1 Noon. S24
4 25
5 25
626

727

1032
1 1 33

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

9

46 37 26
18 38 21
26 38 40 S
16 39 02
46 40 27

25

42 35 6

15

J
9829
31

d

39
33 4 4 11

56 45 14
16 4 4 3 6

12

34 36 45 09 11
3 36 09 46 21
14 36 36 47 °°
15 37 43 48 07

16

16 38 \ 35 48 49 14

01

1

*7 39

53 5° 03

18 40
19 41
20J42
2144

26
01
30
°°

51
52
53
54

20
07
16
17

28
J
if
2346 24 53 36 S
53 3"

l

2

53 42

2447

°

2548

14 S3 4 °

35

75 | Variable. FreSh breezes, and cloudy, I
76 Ditto. Ditto, and hazy.
72 S. S. E. Light winds, and cloudy.
I
75 S. E. Moderate and pleafant weather
7 3 T Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy.
)E. S. E. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.|
A fwell from E. S. E.
1
Ditto. FreSh breezes, ^an4 clear.
1
7
72 Variable. Ditto weather.
70 Ditto. A Strong gale.
> Variable. Moderate and clear. A head J
67
fea from the S. S. W.
75 N. W. Strong breezes, and clear.
7° W . N . W . Light winds, and cloudy. J
N. E.- Ditto winds, and clear.
N. N. E. Moderate and hazy. A great 1
number of whales round the Ship.
j
Variable. FreSh breezes, and thick wea- J
ther.
(Ditto. Ditto, and a heavy fea from!
? 4 j the S. E.
63 Moderate and clear. Saw fea birds. •
66 W . N . W . FreSh breezes, and clear.
63 Variable. A heavy gale, and high fea. J
SS. W. to Welt. A| Strong gale, and
$7 1 cloudy. • Some whales in fight.
J Variable. A heavy gale, and crofs fea. j
57 5 Sawafeal.
A ftrong gale, and
8 i < S . W . to Weft.
*( hazy, with fmall rain.
51 j Variable. A freSh gale, and cloudy.
|

JP#

S
MJ
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Continued.

Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from St. Jago
to Falkland's Iflands.
Latitude Longitude Variations
Eaft.
South.
Weft.

Time.

1

1785.

Dec. 2 6 )
Noon. ) 49

0

10

52 ss

27 48

35 S3 26 19
31 54 42

29 4 9

18 55 52

3° 50

3 1 SS 55
04 56 5 °

3 50
1786.

Jan. 1 5°

-iff 5°
3 51

I

,yM

51

m

'31

34 57

10

4 0 58 00
02

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

0

28 48

1

1

58 49

10

59 4 °

12

59 54

! ( W . S. W .
A frefh breeze, with rain
4 " 2 ( at times.
(Variable.
A frefh gale, and cloudy.;
26 47 ^ Some whales in fight.
( W e f t to South.
Thick fqually wea47 \
ther.
(Variable. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
•^ ? A heavy head fea.
4 9 ! Ditto. Squally cloudy weather.
Variable. Heavy fqualls, with hail.
45
Ditto. Frefh breezes, and thick hazy
weather.
Great numbers of feals
and penguins round the fhip.
:
A t three A . M . faw the land S. E . b . S.
to S. b . W . FreSh breezes, and hazy,
50 \
wind variable.
5 Variable.
Light winds, and cloudy,
5 ( . with rain.
52 | Ditto. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
( At eleven o'clock this day came to an\
chor in Port Egmont.
48 .

N . B. T h e mean of the Thermometer, when among thefe iflands,
54 degrees.
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Route of t le King George and Queen Charlotte from Falkland's
Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands.
Time.

Lati
Longitude Variations
ith. Weft. ' Eaft.
0

Jan. 23,1
Noon, j 5 1

~

0

3S\

6o

°3

62 49

5-4

24 52
25 52

40

26. 53

39 64 29

27 54

51 03. 40

28 55

28

29 56

00

3° 56 48

6

~

4 60
5
6 60

1

k
7 60

1

r South. Light winds, and Sine weather.
54 J New ISland in fight, S. E. Diftant
[_ three leagues.
( N . W. FreSh breezes and cloudy. No

00 50 j Ditto.

5
.

6

3 l9\
62 39
62 19

Feb.. 1 58 7 63 40
2 58 09 6 4 5 5 2 5
3 59

5°
^'
43
43
44

™
36 43

24 66 13

45

14 67 30
21 67 18

4

^
42

05 69 35 20 . 10 4 *

15 7

1

3°

1
8 59 44 7 5°|

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

53. 1 land in fight.

3 392<

3 1 57 52 62 20

1

Jj

Light breezes, and foggy.
( W . S . W . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
( Seals and penguins round the Ship.
fVariable. Strong gales, and fqually,
1 with lightning to the S. W. Staten's
i Land, W. S. W.
Diftant fix or
I eight miles.
( S. S. W. Strong gales, and fqually. A
) heavy fea.
1 Variable. Ditto, ditto.
|WeSt. FreSh gales, and hazy.
(S. W. to N. W. Moderate and hazy.
( A heavy fea.
i W. N. W. to S. S. E. A freSh breeze,
( and hazy.
| Variable. A freSh breeze, and cloudy.
(Ditto. FreSh gales, and fqually, with
I rain.
( N . N. W. to S. W. b. W. Strong gales,;
( and a heavy fea from the weftward. |
| Variable. FreSh gales, and cloudy.
(W. b. N. FreSh breezes, and Sine wta-'

I

ther.

( Variable. Ditto, with rain. A heavy!
I fwell from the S. W.
, ( Ditto. FreSh breezes, and fqually, wiihf
*S>\ rain.
*
45
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T A B L E II.
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Falkland's
Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands.
\
I Time.
1

V 1

Latitude Longitude
Weft.
South.
Variations
•Eaft.

H

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

\

'1786.

Feb. 9]
I Noon. J 59

(Variable. FreSh breezes. A heavy fwell
I fromS.W.
(South
to W. S. W. Strong breezes, and
58 0 2 ' 73 44 28 35 4 ( fnow.
1
1
J I 56
42 1 S. W. Strong gales, with hail.
|
32 75 09
}
(S. S. W. to W. N. W. Frefh breezes,
i a 56 37 75 37
4k
* ( and cloudy.
\
, N. W. FreSh breezes, and fqually, with I
41 [ rain.
I3 56 46 77 52
5
(
4 4 T S. W. ^Moderate and cloudy.
14 55 44 79 47
,W.
N.
W.
Ditto,
ditto,
faw
fomel
l
46
15 56 9 80 51
[ feals.
16 56 1 1 81 10
45 W. b. S. Light winds, and cloudy.
82
19
1 55
56
45 W. to S. W. b. S. Ditto, ditto.
<
7\
20 44i W. to W, b, N. Squally, with rain.
\
1 8 55 3 1 82 30 26
46 , Weft. FreSh breezes, and cloudy, with
19 55 28 82 49
rain.
20 55 26 83 18
Variable. Strong gales, and fqually.
46
1
2 I 55 40 8 1 54
Weft.
Ditto, ditto.
45
1
j
22 54 °5 81 40
j
44i Ditto. FreSh breezes, and clear.
81
52
23 53 15
45 Ditto. Ditto, ditto.
j
46 W. N. W. FreSh gales, and hazy.
1
2A 53 1 2 82 12
j
!
25 53 *7 83 34
47 N. W. Strong gales, and hazy.
!
26 52 49 84 5°
47 Weft. Heavy gales, and fqually.
2 52
47i N. W. Strong gales, and cloudy.
7
M 82 43
28 52 1 4 84 34
48 Ditto. FreSh breezes, and clear.
March. 1 5 1 56 84.42
47 N. N. W. Squally, and cloudy.
02 46 W. N. W. Ditto, with hail.
2 5° 16 8? 41 IJ
48 Weft. Squally, with rain.
3 48 3 1 82 39
W. N. W. FreSh gales, and hazy, with
4 46 52 82 43
rain.
51 | Weft. Frefh and clear.
j
1
5145 36) 80 54|
09 73 13 27

14

44

IO

:,••.',-, \m

j

IQ

!•
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No. II.

T A B L E II. Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Falkland's
Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands.
Latitude Longitude Variations
South.
Weft.
Eaft.

Time.

jjjj

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

j

1786.

March 6 )
f Noon. S 45
744
844
9 44
1 0 43
11

1
1

43
12 42
*343
1442

T
T

1640

18

09 8l 31
J

3 8 l 40

44 81 4 3
1
7 82 56
24 82 37
10

03 °4I

26
07
40
04

83 15
8451
84 4 3 1 3
85 16

35 S6 07
36

87 5

58 88 30

37

19U6 5 1 88 44
2036

34 89
12 89
1 0 89
08 90

00
01
35
52 9

!'

2136
2235
23 34

;

24.33

•

25 91 30

:

2532

27 92 40

'!

2 6 3 1 48 94 I O
27 30 46 95 35
28I29 2 1 97 35

1

52

W . S. W .

Light breezes, and hazy.

|

Ditto. Ditto, ditto.
1 1 W . N . W . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
5S
*l
A fwell from the N . W .
56 J W . S . W . Hard fqualls.
53 j W . N . W . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
( W . S . W . Moderate and cloudy, with
57 ( lightning.
$6±\ Variable. H a z y , with rain.
58 | N . N . W . Ditto, ditto.
5 ° 57 i Variable. Foggy, with rain.
58 j Ditto. A freSh gale, and hazy.
, I S. S. W . Ditto, ditto. A Swell from]
$M
the S . W .
57 ] Weft. Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
,
(Variable. Ditto, ditto. A heavy fwell
00
I from the S . W .
! ( S. S. W . to S. S. E . Light breezes, and
59ir 5 cloudy.
S. S. W .
Ditto, ditto, and. Sine wea61
ther.
62 W . S. W . Light winds, and" cloudy.
62^ W . b . S. Moderate, ditto, ditto.
J
S. b . W . Ditto, ditto,
7
>S. S. W . to S. S. E..
Moderate and
6S
cloudy, with rain.
"Eaft. Light winds, and cloudy. Saw
a fail to the N . W . but did not fpeak j
67 •
her.
E. S. E . Moderate and clear.
70
•73 S. E . to Eaft. A fine breeze, and clear.
Eaft.
FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
;
72
S3

,

fMSmm
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No. IT.

T A B L E II.
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Falkland's
Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands.
Lati ude
Sou th.

Time.

Longitude Variations
Weft.
Eaft.
0

1786.

Mar. 2 9 )
Noon. )

28

02

3° 2 6

-

08

100

51

Vo-j 2 0

§9f 11 00 54

48
00
31
09
23
00

4 l9
5 18
6 l7
l
7 l
8 16

106
3 2 107
2 1 107
47 1 0 8

l
9 5

59 1 0 8 4 3

3

15
16

T

°7

°3 1 0 9

10 15
11 T

14

12

14

10

22

8
7

44

I3r
3

J

°5
7

09

i n
112
112
113

30
11
09
54
40

38
10
00

1

E. N . E.

3°

FreSh breezes, and clear.

Eaft. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
Ditto. Pleafant weather.
00
E. b . S. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
E . N . E . Ditto, ditto, rain.
2
7 i Ditto. Pleafant weather.
N . E. Ditto, ditto.
74
E . b . N . FreSh breezes, and clear.
73
N . N . E . Ditto, and cloudy.
4 4 73
Ditto. Light winds, and clear.
75
N . E . Ditto. Saw dolphins and birds. \
73
Ditto.
Light winds, and cloudy.
A
75 ! fwell from the S. W .
N
.
E
.
Light
winds,
and
clear.
75
Variable. Ditto. Saw birds and Sharks.
74
E . S. E . FreSh breezes, and clear.
76
E . b . N . Ditto, ditto.
77
S. E . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
27
79 Variable. Ditto, and clear.
E . N . E . Frefh breezes. Saw fifh and
79i birds.
Eaft. Ditto. Saw feveral turtle.
80
S. E . Squally, with rain.
81
79i Variable. Cloudy. Saw fome turtle.
72
71-j
73
13

'?, m

" 4 45
"5

18

3

S3 1 1 0 0 0

27 1 1 6
1000
°5 1 1 6
North.

17

5

28 1 0 2 0 8
46 I O 3 34

2 21

-12
, 13

0

98 33 6

39 1 0 0 0 2

3i 2 5
April ,1 2 3

W i n d s , Weather, and Remarks.

i

20

1

19 116

24

21

2

35116

30

22

3

3 7 , u 6 4°

23

4

3 4 ( " 7 23|

Ditto. Light winds, and cloudy. Saw ;
feveral Sharks round the Ship.
S. S. E . Light winds and clear.
79
i Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. Great quan8i|
) tities of birds round the Ship.
78 j Variable. Squally, with rain.

78Q
5

00

)
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No. It.

T A B L E II. Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Falkland's
Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands.
Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

Time.
April 24 ^
Sfoon, )

5 33\lll 50
25 6 08118 22
26 6 30117 40
27 7 00117 30
28 7 20118 19 5
29 7 43119 09

3° 8

8^ j Variable.

15

20120 20

May 1 8 53r21 40
2 9 44I122 42
45124 08
3io
4 1 2 12.125 32I
l
S\ 3 14^26 53
6U4 25127 47
50128 45
17

918
1019
1119
1220

6 4 1 2 9 57 5

S\l 3° 44

30 1 31 40]

5S\l3
°3 I I 34 371
09136 v

1420
1520
16(19

o ^ , 3 ^ 04
08.140 01
59142 i o |

50

FreSh Breezes, and hazy.

9 I S. W . to Weft. Light wind, and rain
8f I Weft to N . W.' Ditto, and cloudy.
( W . S. W . Light winds, with lightningl
) and rain.
I Variable. Ditto, with lightning.
[ N . E . Moderate breezes, and cloudy.
( N. N. E.
Squally, with rain.
Saw
( dolphins and birds round the Ship.
( N . E . A fine breeze, and clear.
( N . N . E . Ditto weather. Saw feveral
( ' turtle.
[ N . E . b . N . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
j Ditto. Ditto weather.
j N . E . b . N . Moderate, and clear.
I Ditto. Squalfy, with rain.
^ N . E . Ditto, and cloudy. Saw fome
( turtle.
j Ditto. FreSh breezes, and fqually.
N . E . b . E . ' FreSh weather.
N . E . b . N . A freSh gale, and rain.
N . E . FreSh breezes and^ploudy.
I Ditto. Ditto, and clear.
Eaft. A fine breeze aad cloudy. As
yet we faw nothing' of Los, Majos,
or any other of the iflands as laid
down in this latitude arid longitude by
L the Spaniards.
I Eaft. Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
Ditto. Squally, with rain.

E. b. N. Ditto, ditto.

APPENDIX.
T A B L E

II.

No. IL
Continued.

Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Falkland's
Iflands to the Sandwich Iflands.
Time.

Latitude Longitude
South.
Weft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks,

! 7 86.

May 17 J
Noon. <

144 0 2

18 i9 57x 4 5
1.919 57 146
2 0 20
°5148
21 l9
44149
2 2 l9
18 151
23 x9 1© 153

52
44
02
jo
40
15

•34 r9 26 154 16
25 18
26
27

•

56

1

E. N. E. -Afinebreeze, and cleari.
E. b. N . Moderate, and cloudy.
Ditto. Light breezes, and clear.
Eaft. Moderate, and ditto.
E. N. E. Light breezes, with rain.
Ditto. Moderate, and cloudy.
E. N. E. FreSh breezes, with rain.
E. b. N. Ditto, and hazy. At noon
the N . E . point of Owhyhee, bearing
N. •§- W. three, or four leagues.
E. N . E. Moderate, and cloudy. South.
point of Owhyhee E. b. S. nine miles.
Variable, and light. Clofe in Shore. ;
is I W. S. W. Light breezes, and cloudy.;
At one P. M. came to anchor in Ka77
rakakooa Bay, Owhyhee.

m

APPENDIX.

T A B L E
Route of

No". IT,

III.

the King George and Queen Charlotte whilft at the
Sandwich Iflands.

Time.
j

1786.

•.May 2 9 , )
j Noon. )

r

No

tude Longitude Variations
Eaft.
Weft.

!

£

i

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

(Variable. Light breezes, and cloudy.
I Karakakooa Bay N . E . b . E .
fFrom S. W . to N . E . Light winds.
T h e bluff head on Ranai N . b . W .
3° 2 0 45 156 41 8 0 0 78 \
i. diftant three miles.
i
(
Variable.
Light breezes, and cloudy.
Q
3J,
M
7 b 2 I T h a S. E . part of W o a h o a W . S. W .
, ( E . N . E . FreSh breezes^ and clear.
June 1'21 16 l 57 45
792 j At anchor in Woahoo.
- (Eaft. Ditto, ditto.
South point of
7
( Woahoo Eaft Six leagues.
5 2 1 15
["Ditto.
FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
77 < South end of Woahoo W.. N . W . nine
6 2 1 33
I or ten leagues.
f E . N . E , Light winds, and cloudy.
79 I
South point of Oneehow E . b . N .
7,2i 45
1 \ North.
FreSh breezes, and clear. At
fi \ E. S. E.
8:21 • 5 7 1 1 0 0 - 1 5
7 \ anchor in Yam Bay,. Oneehow.
156 06

Q
b0

B 2

fi

' I E2

APPENDIX.

TABLE

$v'fw-'••if'JI"• '••

1
11;:
• •'w1i
l«
w' 1

11

5K

1

1786.

15 2 4
16 25
T 26
7
18 2 7
1 28
9
20 30
21 31
22 32

l!
fffl

•s •Ii:f
f

23

' ' ' 1ml MMP
!

':iiBli J P ^ ^

' Ifflfllf.

ill

.; 'jjHj: ,-Js

I . r*'"lHli I n
' v'''Hl'!I&

1

II

w I.

Q

10

l 6 o 45 1 0

29
27

l6o
l6o
161
161
161
160
160
T
59
158

32

49
53
06
04
02

34

02
57
22
07
00
41 15
IO
41
50

24

33
34

21

25

35

So lsi

26

36

51 156 3°

27

38

158 35
32

1 4 iSS 34
• 1
£iy
2 8 38
49/54 l3
2939 3I\l53 °5

1 lII IB-'l
•

0

June 14,)
Noon. ) 2 3

i|C«:p(K|

SKilK;;
:
§§;

Latitude Longitude Variations
Eaft.
Weft.
North.

Time.

91
1« f1t If!i
KS
B

Sandwich

Iflands t o Cook's River.

1J '

»

IV.

R o u t e of the King George and Queen Charlotte from

1

1 I!

No. II,

July

J

3° 4°
141

•

31ilS3 37
3 1 1 5 2 0 6 17
48.152 0 6

242
.
. 344
445
545
645

01152 04
021150 10
27149 22
59^48 06

|

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

°. ' i
. Light breezes, and cloudy.
*' E . TNh .e Ehigh
78 <
land on the South part of
Oneehow bore S. E .
E . - N . E . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
77
Moderate breezes, and clear.
7 6 i Ditto.
Ditto. Ditto, with rain.
77
E . b . N . Moderate breezes, and cloudy.
76
Eaft. Ditto, ditto, with rain.
1 0 79
E . b . N . Moderate breezes, and clear.
76
Variable. Ditto, ditto weather.
77 j S. S. E . Moderate breezes, with rain.
q ( S . S. W . «. FreSh breezes, and fqually.
'
X A heavy fwell from the Weftward.
72^- j Variable. Squally, with rain.
,
(Weft. Strong gales and fqually, with
" X rain.
,
(W. N. W.
Ditto, ditto. A heavy
03
I fwell from W . N . W .
62^- j Weft. FreSh breezes, and hazy.
( N . W . Ditto, ditto. A heavy N . W .
S
7 X fwell.
57-j ! Ditto. FreSh breezes, and ditto.
^ W . N . W . A frefh gale, and thick
57 (
weather.
2 0 56I [Ditto. Ditto.
( S. W . Frefh breezes, and foggy. Saw
WiM
a feal, and a log of wood.
(South to W . ' b . S. A freSh gale, with
6
5 (
rain.
N . W . Frefh gales, and hazy.
50
Ditto.
Ditto, and {oggy.
49
47i N . W . Squally, with rain.
09

m

ll

APPENDIX.

No. II.

*3

T A B L E IV. Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Sandwich;
Iflands to Cook's River.
1
Latitude Longitude Variations
Weft.
North.
Eaft.

Time.

3

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

1786.

July 7
Noon.

1

46

14 147 27

847
949

31*47 S3
381148 55

10

51

24149 35 19

11

S3

11

m 35

12

54

21

148 26

T

3 54

55iI4» 34

14 55

52U48Q OO

15 57

04J149 22

16 58

3WS1

l

l 58

45152 06

18 58

39152 10

°4

*9

1

> N. W. to S. b. W. Light winds, and!
[ hazy.
5 4 Variable. Frefh gales, and hazy.
Ditto, and foggy.
$ f | Ditto.
S. W. to S. E. Frefh breezes, and hazy.j
30 47
PaSTed a log of wood.
j
"S. S. W. A frefh gale, and foggy.J
PaSTed feveral pieces of wood, and]
46
fome rock-weed.
iW. N. W. Strong breezes. Saw fe-I
1
veral flocks of birds.
J N . W . to Weft. Ditto. PaSTed a log!
47 [ of wood.
W. S. W. A light breeze, and thick!
45
fog.
S.W.
Moderate, and foggy.
•
471
Ditto. FreSh breezes, and foggy. At
feven o'clock faw the land, bearing
4 s'<
N. W. b. W. feven or eight leagues!
diftant.
1
47 Variable. Frefh breezes, and foggy J
Ditto. Frefh breezes and hazy, with J
48 } rain. The barren iflands N. W.
r
Variable. Frefh breezes, with rain.j
47 i At anchor off Coal-Harbour in Cook's!
River.
50

m

N. B. Mean of the Thermometer in j
Cook's River 58^ deg.

.a^-pp^jMi
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T A B L E

No. !r.
V.

Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Cook's'River
along the Coaft, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Latitude Longitiide Variations
North.
Weft,
Eaft.

Time.

'j.° ' ,

1786.

Aug. 1.3 I

Nnnn. ( 58

14159
»5|59

'

^6|59

:

17:59
1859

:

§

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

Q

i'

!

1959
2050
21I59
22 59
23158
2459.
25 59
2658
27.59

fVariable. Light airs. The Sugar Loaf
on one of the barren iflands bearing
SI < S.W. diftant three leagues. Cape
j Elizabeth W. -| N. feven or- eight
:
\_ miles.
( W . S.W. toW. b. N. Moderate breezes,
00 1 5 0 I I
~? ( and thick weather.
23 149 5 9 2 4 30 58 j Variable. Thick, hazy weather.
f N. W. b. N, to W. S. W. Light winds,
27 149 19
572"! and hazy. Sounded in 52 fathoms.
1 Small Stones and Shells,
r Variable. Light winds. Saw the land
54
J
N. b. E. | E. diftant three or four
48,148 3 °
[ miles.
fS. S. W. Light winds, and hazy. At
53-M anchor off the S. W. end of Montague
4 2 1 4 8 24
I Ifle in 43 fathoms.
[Variable. Light winds. At half paft
J Six weighed and made fail, the land
12
59- | N. E. b. N. diftant feven or eight
h miles.
57-j | Eaft to N. E. Squally, with rain.
OO
( N . E. FreSh breezes, and thick rainy
10 I48. 24
55 ( weather.
53\ | Ditto. Ditto, fqually, and a heavy fea.
15 148 OO
(Ditto., Strong gales and cloudy, with
57 148 OO
fj X rain(Eaft. Moderate. Saw Montague ISland
47 148 20
5 } N. W. ^ W. five or fix leagues.
• I 2 I 4 7 31
53 Variable. Light breezes, and foggy.
2 6 1 4 6 39
54§ E. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy.
00I145.43 28 1 of 57!- Variable. Moderate, and cloudy.
•
59

APPENDIX.

No. II.

i^

T A B L E V. Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Cook's River
along jdie Coaft, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Time.

L:\tirudc [Longitude Variations
Soutb.
Weft.
Eaft.

1786.
i 'jo
Aug.28,)
Noon. ) 59 09145 17

29 58
3° 58
3 1 58
Sept. 1 58
2 58

a

J
!31
45 47

2 8 1 4 4 42
27,143 49
5 4 1 4 2 10
49.140 44

3 58 23,139 08
4 58
5 58
6 58

7 58
8 57

32139
15138
26128
°5X37
35137

03
44
36
4824
12

! 8
9 57 53 3 00

«f^

10 57
11 56

42:137 42
4 6 1 3 7 07

12 56
i.3<6

S°\l36 39
S0^6 41

x

4 57

0 6 1 3 6 09

1 <r 57
1656

13 1 3 6 23
50:136 10

*755

i5p3 6 *4

18J53

40 133.53]

•J

W i n d s , Weather, and Remarks.

~o -

N.E.

FreSh breezes, and fqually. Saw

58 < the land bearing W.-f- N . diftant 11
\ or 12 mifes.
( E . N. E. FreSh breezes, and hazy. A
55 i heavy head fea.
54 Variable. FreSh breezes, with rain.
S-3i Ditto. Light winds, and cloudy.
<4

S. E .

FreSh breezes, and cloudy.

^Variable. FreSh breezes and fqually,
53 I with rain.
i ^ North to S. W. b. S. Ditto, ditto. A
53i
heavy fwell from the Eaftward.
S3i Variable. Moderate, and cloudy,
Ditto,
ditto, with rain.
54
53i E , b . S. Light winds, and rain.
00 53 Variable, FreSh gales, and fqually.
53 Ditto. Ditto, ditto.
'
S . b . W . Frefh breezes, and hazy. Saw
5 4 ; the land, hearing N . N , E .
54 Variahle. Strong gales, and fqually.
52i Ditto. Heavy galfes, and thick weather.
E . N . E . A freSh gale. Saw the land
N . E. b. E.
52 r South. Strong gale's,' and rain.
Ditto.
FreSh breezes, and cloudy. Cape
t-!I.,
Edgecombe N . 60 deg. E . distant 11
« ; or 12 miles.
;
58 Variable. A heavy gale, and hazy.
5 1 Ditto. FreSh breezes', and hazy.
W
.
S.
W
.
Ditto,
ditto,
and
cloudy.
5°i
( N . W . FreSh breezes, and clear. Saw
5. the land.

^^;

i6
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No, II.

T A B L E V. Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Cook's Riv
along the Coaft, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Latitude Longitude Variations
North.
Weft,
Eaft.

Sept. 19,
Noon.

5 6 j I 33

24

6 1 31

5°

45*29

5°

03 128 30

23 49

5i ,127 5,2

2449

28

2549

34

2749
28

J

27 35

3° 47 S3 128
Odt.

| N . W . FreSh breezes, and hazy.
59 j Ditto. FreSh breezes and cloudy.
„ i J N . W . Light winds, and clear, Saw
57 ( two ISlands, bearing N. 53 deg , E .
( N . N. W. Moderate breezes, and
( cloudy. The land in Sight.
^N. W.
FreSh breezes, and hazy.
X Woody Point N. 69 deg. W.
' Variable. Squally, with rain. King
George's Sound bearing N. E. three
or four leagues.
Variable. Light airs, and cloudy
North point of the Sound North, 63
deg. Eaft, diftant nine or ten miles.
Variable. Heavy gales, with thunder,
lightning, and rain. Saw the land
from N. W. to Eaft,
[Variable. Squally, with heavy Showers
of hail and rain. Extremes of th
53
land from W. N. W. to E. b, S. A
heavy fwell from S. S. W.
Variable. Squally, with rain and hail
The point of the Sound North, 65
57
Eaft, diftant feven or eight miles.
W . N . W . FreSh breezes, and fine weather. The entrance of the Sound N.
62
40 deg. E. 11 leagues,
j (South. Light airs. A heavy fwell from
53*X N . W .
! ^S. W. FreSh breezes, and hazy. A
57 2" I heavy head fea.

18 55

{

2049

49

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

30

47 53 129 44
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No. II.

T A B L E V. Continued. .
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Cook's River
along the Coaft, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Lati ude
No rth.

Time.

Variations
Eaft. '

Weft.

1786.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

0

Oct. 2
Noon.

I

46

5°

breezes, and clear.
Mj S.S. WS. .W .FrefhModerate
breezes, and cloudy.

130

10

3.5

41 I 3 0

02

59

4 44

56 I30 46

01

!

5 44
6 43
7 43
8 42

06

9 41

58 l3l

131 04 l9

0 7 x 3 ° 52
0 8 1 3 1 SQ

|
\

\

J

02

36

7,

00

14
33 l3I
26 131 22
131
00
43

3 37

2

34131 22

10 4 0
11 39
1 2 38

14

|

£
|

134 47

32 133 52

15

35
1 6 3A
l
l 35
18 34
10 3 4
30
34
21342234
2333
2433

57L33
0
4p33
i4K35
40136
28136
23138
13141
00141
42142
21143

253326 l 3 2

OOI43 36

20
45
H
06
51
25
00
06
12
°2

391 *43 5 C

<

( N. W.

I

, c

Moderate breezes,

with ra n

)( N oand
tog.
r t h to
S. S.W. Light winds, and clou59 J dy. A heavy fwell from the Weft ward.
57 I South. FreSh breezes, with rain.
c6± I Variable. Strong breezes, and foggy.
56
S . W . b . S . Squally, with lightning & rain.
( S. S. W . Ditto, with rain. A heavy
59 |
f W ell from the Weftward,
59^-1 Ditto. FreSh gales, and fqually.
6o\ Variable. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
64 | S. S . W . A frefh gale, with rain.
,
( W . N. W.
Ditto, ditto.
A fwell
6
3 I from W . S . W .
, 5 ( W . N. W.
Frefh breezes. Several
"2 I Sharks round the Ship67 1 S. S. E . Light winds.
67^- South. Moderate breezes, and cloudy.
69 Variable. Light winds, and rain.
68 North. Moderate andliazy, with rain.
67 Variable. FreSh breezes, and clear.
S. b . E . Ditto, ditto, and ? cloudy.
68
South. FreSh breezes, and fqually.
71
72 Ditto. Ditto, ditto.
x S.S.E.Frefhbreezesandcloudy,with rain.
7 i
S. E . Moderate arid hazy.
71
( S . S. E. A fine breeze, aad cloudy,
'
( with rain.
71 j Ditto. Ditto, ditto.

i8
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No. II.

T A B L E V.
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Cook's River
along the Coaft, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Time.

Latitude Longitud Variations
Weft.
North.
Eaft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

1786.

Oct. 27,
Noon. 32

I

27 H5 27 11

I44 58
I46 04
I46 06
x
47 59
148 42
49 °3
49 28

29

3°|29
29
Nov.

28
27
26
24

5 6 50 00

50 27
5° 35

24
24
23
23

x

W
5i 13

22

54

22

35 151 00

22

05 151 10

21

30 152 04

20

36 I5I

20

06 x52 39

20

07 153 20

51 24

i55

mm

5°

S. S. E. FreSh breezes, and fine wea
46 7*i; ther.
S.
E. Moderate and cloudy.
74
72 E. S. E. A fine breeze, and cloudy.
72i S. E. FreSh breezes, with lightning.
7f Ditto. Ditto, and fqually.
73 Eaft. Moderate and cloudy, with rain.
72 E. b. S. Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
Eaft. Ditto, ditto.
E. b. N. FreSh breezes, and pleafant
13 ; weather.
73 E. S. E. Light winds, and cloudy.
7*1 Variable. FreSh breezes, and rain.
l°i S. E. Moderate and cloudy.
72 South. Light airs, and rain.
Variable, Strong gales, and fqually.
76! Caught fome dolphins.
Ditto. Heavy fqualls, with lightning,
and raip.
Variab.'e, Frefh gales, and fqually, with
75 \ rain.
Ditto. Moderate breezes. A fwell
11 j from the S. E.
N. N. E. Ditto, ditto, with fine wea75 j ther.
Eaft. Moderate breezes. Caught a
n
large Shark.
E. N. E. Light winds, and clear. At
in the afternoon, faw land W.
79 I five
S. W. 12 or 13 leagues.
E. S. E. Moderate. Clofe in Shore.

M

Iflf
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No. It.

T A B L E V. Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Cook's River
along the Coaft, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Time.

Lat tude
N

°vS!e

Variations
Eaft.

4

Winds, Weather, and Remarks,

1786.

N o v . 17,)
20
Noon. (
18|2o

J

4

08

l

9

20 20

52

21 21

10

2221

12

23 2 1

30

24 2 1

33

21

28

2621

25

2721

32

28121

21

25

( Variable. Light airs. Off Shore three
(
miles.
$ S . E . to S . W . Light airs. Mowee
( bore North.
("Variable.
Strong gales, and cloudy.
84 <l T h e S.W. end of Owhyhee, S. b . W .
V Lightning, thunder, and rain.
i
[ F r o m W . S. W . to N . W .
FreSh
- 75 < breezes, and fqually. Lightning all
t
round.
f W . S. W . Strong breezes, and fqually. j
80 < T h e extremes of Mowee from S. 5 !
L deg. E . to S. 60 deg. W .
1
S Variable. Squally rainy weather. W e l t i
4
7 X End of Mowee S. 65 deg. W .
fE. N . E .
Light winds, and cloudy.
78 \
South end of Morotoi S. 8 deg. E .
J- 5 or 6 leagues.
( S. S. W . FreSh breezes, and cloudy,
79 X T h e Eaft end of Mowee S. 25 deg. E .
Light winds, and clear. Eaft
R l $ Variable.
7 *\
end of Mowee S. E . 5 leagues.
rS. S.W.
Moderate and hazy. T h e
79 J
Eaft end of Mowee S. 20 deg. E . 8|
[ or 10 leagues.
fS. W.
Squally, with lightning and
78^-^
rain. T h e S. E . end of Morotoi 1
[
S. 24 deg. W .
f Variable. Moderate breezes, and fine
77 J
weather.
T h e bluff head on M o [
rotoi S. W . by. W . 13 or 14 miles.
"
0

C 2

APPENDIX.

No. H.

T A B L E V.
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Cook's River
along the Coaft, and from thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Latitude- Longitude Varatipn.
North. ' Weft.
Eaft.

Time.

^OV. 2Q
y }
XT

Noon,

c

} 21
)\

26

3021

20

Winds,, Weather, and Remarks.

'Eaft. Light winds, and cloudy. T h e
Eaft end of Wahoo W . S. W . 9 or
1.0 leagues.
Variable. T h e Weft end o f Morotoi
S. 45 deg. E .
At five this after7.91
noon came to anchor at Wahoo.

79 i

N . B . F r o m this to the 15th of March,
1787, the mean of the Thermometer, 75 deg.

A P P E N D I X .

N o . II,

I
T A B L E VI.
I Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Sandwich
Iflands. to Prince William's Sound.
Time

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

M a r . 15
Noon. !

29 159 00

16 22

40 158 26I

24

251 158

26

0 6 1 5 8 18:
24158
46158
59^8
1-0158.
26159
I

7I59
17 160

I38
[39

5 9 * 5 9 3°!
02159
18158
37 156
32J54

39

2

36

April 1

54

12I153

I
3144
446
546
6.47

5 0 1 5 0 201b

E . S. E . Moderate breezes, and pleafant weather. Extremes of Atoui
from N . t o N . 35 deg. W .
j S.S.E. Frefh breezes, and fine weather.
A South to W . N . W . Frefh gales and
2
( cloudy, with rain.
(Variable.
Heavy gales and fqually,
( with rain.
' S. S. W . Frefh breezes, and fqually.
S. W . Moderate and cloudy, with rain.
N . N . E . Light winds, and cloudy.
N . b . W . Ditto, ditto.
N . . E . Light winds, and pleafant weather.
j>E. N . E .
Strong gales and fqually,
( with fogs,
t South. Ditto, ditto.
( S. b . W . Frefh breezes, and thick hal
zy weather,
| S . S . W . Ditto, ditto.
j Ditto. Frefh breezes, and fine weather.
I S. S. W . Ditto, ditto, ditto.
Variable. Strong gales, and fqually..
( N . W . Ditto, ditto. Saw a feal, and
) fome birds.
I S. S. E . Strong gales, and cloudy,
j South. Frefh gales and Squally, with rain.
( S . S . W . Strong gales, with rain and
X thick weather.
! S. S. W . Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
(Variable. Frefh gales and fqually, with
I hail.
i Variable. A heavy gale, and thick weather.*

APPENDIX.

No. II.

T A B L E VI.
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from Sandwich
Ifl mds to Prince William's Sound.
Time.

Lati ude
No rth.

0

April7
Noon

'

Longitude Variations §T
Weft.
Eaft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

?

i° '

. 1

N. N . E . Moderate and hazy, with hail.
Saw gulls, divers, and other birds.
N. W. FreSh breezes and cloudy, with
8 47 38,147 23
37
fnow.
From S. to N. FreSh breezes and ha9 48 351*47 2 0
42l
zy, with rain.
.-..•^; i
-~~
S. S. W. Strong breezes, and thick
IO
4il
5° 02 147 08
weather.
11 5 1
4°1 Variable. Thick, foggy weather.
2 3 1 4 7 16
1 2 52 4 6 1 4 6 0 0
37 Ditto. , FreSh breezes, and fine weather.
0
2
1
4
7
0
0
Variable. FreSh breezes, with fnow.
42
*3 54
6
14 55 3 7 H 34f9 34 351 Weft. FreSh breezes, and fine weather.
1 l 6 28
15 57
s\ 4
33 W. S. W. Ditto, ditto, and cloudy.
N* N. W. Strong gales and fqually,
A 361.9 00
16 58
25
with fnow.
09 146
l 58 08 146
N- b. W. FreSh breezes, and fqually.
3
2
!
27
l18
36 Variable. FreSh gales, and fnow.
59 •03146 5°
From South to Weft. A heavy gale,
l
9 57 41146 14
351 with fnow.
2 0 58 43148 06
39 Variable. FreSh breezes, with fnow.
2 1 59 03148 42
35 Eaft. Strong gales, with fnow.
2 2 59 01 149 06
34 E. N. E, Squally, with fnow.
23 59 09147 SS
35l Variable, Ditto, ditto.
Ditto. FreSh breezes, and hazy. Saw
24 59 47148 40
36!
the land from N. b. W. to W. b. N.
. S. W. At anchor in Prince William's
36
25
Sound from this to the 15th of May.

"l

47

21 I48 39

39 -

N. B. Mean of the Thermometer 54
degrees.

APPENDIX.

No. II.

23

T A B L E
VH.
Route of the Queen Charlotte (after parting Company) from
. Prince William's Sound to Port Mulgrave.
Tim
e
me
*

I ^ " ^ d e Longitude Variatioi
I North.
Weft.
Eaft.

Mayi 5 ,
Noon. ;|59 48;
1659

28145 20 29 38

*758

52*45

18
59
J

09144

959

20159

34J*43
°9,*43

' $ % ' - • ' •

2159 21I141
2259 22139
23!

24

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.
("Firft part variable, latter S. W. Light
J
winds, and clear. Cape Hinchinbrook
r
1 N. 65 deg. W. Great numbers ofj
1 whales in Sight.
( S. S. W. Light winds. Kaye's ISland
5 N. b. E. 50 fathoms water.
C Variable. Moderate, and cloudy. Se
i veral whales in Sight.
I Eaft to S. E. Ditto, and hazy.
I E. N. E. Light winds, and hazy.
(Ditto. FreSh breezes and cloudy, with
) rain.
(Variable. FreSh breezes, and hazy weaI ther.
c W. S. W. Light winds. Land from
I N. N . W . to E. b. N. i N .
(Eaft. Light and variable. Warping the;
) Ihip into the harbour.
Eaft. At anchor in Port Mulgrave.
N. B. From this to the 4th of June,:
the mean of the Thermometer 46
degrees.

APPENDIX.
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No. II.

T A B L E VIII.
Route of the Queen Charlotte from Port Mulgrave to
Norfolk Sound.
nspJ ; _ .
me.

Latitude Longitude Variatioi
I !*„„», I Weft.
Eaft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

June 4,
Noon;

^
59

P; 140 40

58 05 141 06
57 59! 141 25
57

0 9 1 4 2 121

49 40 11
57

*3 :36 26 27

57

°3 '35 36

47

^
42
45
44
59 45
49

S. E. Moderate and cloudy. Th(
North point of Port Mulgrave North
85 deg. Weft. Off Shore five or fix
l_ # miles.
TVariable. Light winds. Land from
J E. N. E. to W. b. N. Off Shore
j four or five leagues. Numbers of)
I whales round the Ship.
(E. N. E. Light winds, and cloudy.
X Land from North to W. N. W.
s Eaft to E. N. E. FreSh breezes, and
( hazy, with rain,
I Eaft to S. E. Light airs, and hazy.
Eaft. Moderate and hazy, with rain.
j Variable. Frefh breezes, and hazy.
fN. W. to Weft. Ditto, and cloudy.
•! At two o'clock this afternoon faw
I Cape Edgecombe.
<)W. N . W . Moderate and hazy. At
l anchor in Norfolk Sound.
N. B. Mean of the Thermometer,
whilft in this Sound, 48 deg.

APPENDIX.

No. II.

T A B L E
IX.
Route of the Queen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coaft,
and thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Longitude
Weft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

N . W . FreSh breezes, and cloudy weather ; Cape Edgecombe N . 15 dega
Weft; the neareft Shore three or four
48*35 35
miles off. At Six o'clock this afternoon came to anchor in Port Banks.
CW. N . W . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
2
4K6
3 5 * 3 5 °o|
49 { At anchor.
50 | S . S . W . Ditto weather. A t anchor.
25
Variable. Light winds, and foggy at
times. The entrance of Port Banks
2 6 5 6 30
N . E. diftant five or fix leagues.
S W . N . W . Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
2 7 5 5 52| 135 *2!
49 l
Hazy ISlands N . \ E .
\ Variable.
Squally, and foggy.
Off
28
47 ( Shore four or five miles.
FreSh breezes, and thick hazy
1
3 (Ditto.
185*34
29'
3°
474 X weather.
.
(South
to
S . W . Light winds. T h e a p 3 ° 5 5 I 2 * 3 4 23
5 ° \ pearance of an inlet N . 58 deg. E .
fW. to W . S. W. Frefh breezes, and
clear weather. A deep bay Eaft, and
July 1K4 22 I 7.A. 0 0 2 4 27 CO 1 -. 1. ,t P / L . j • ,L.v ~
'I -* 1 land to the Eastward in the lame at 15
c Variable. FreSh breezes. A number of
2'54 I44I33 *2
) canoes alongside.
J
i
}
Variable. Light winds. Clofe in Shore.!
3j54 *9
( D i t t o . Ditto. Ditto, trading with the
2
4 5 4 144*33 23
\ 5X
Indians.
f N . W . to W . S. W . Light winds, and
28 504 j rain. Diftance off Shore three or four
5 ! 53 48
24
' I miles.

jJuneaO
oon. SJ56

{

I

26
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No. II.

T A B L IS IX. Continued.
Route of the Queen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coaft,
and thence tc the Sandwich Iflands.

si

Latit
longitude Variations
Eaft. :
Noi th. i •Weft.

Time.

,";^*£

July7 6,)Noon. ) 53

34 *33 3*

. • 753
8 53

28

952

54
48

1*52
1252

52

,

*33 *9

02

10,52

*35'2

0

0

132 28

132 20
16

°3 131
*7

*45i
r
l
S\51
1652

48 I 71 12

1752

11

18(51

40131

47
02

*95*

57

2052
21 51

01

2252

IC

%%

54

1

23^52
i

*C

31

if

J

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

" 1
j ( W . N. W.
Moderate breezes, and
5 2 X cloudy. The natives alongside trading.
5 i-i j N. W. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
( N . W.
FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
X Some canoe$ alongside.
! ( N. W. FreSh breezes. Off fhore three

5

2

or

X

f° u r miles.

( N . W . Ditto, and hazy. Saw fome
53 X whales. Off fhore 10 or n miles.
A W . N . W . Frefh breezes. Off fhore;
5 2 ( two or three miles.
52-j 1 W . N . W . A freSh gale, and fqually.
S N . W . Moderate, and hazy. Off Shore j
53 I two miles. Several canoes alongfide.;
! ( W . N . W . FreSh breezes, and foggy.)
5 3 I Several canoes alongfide.
5 4 | W . N . W . FreSh gales, and foggy.
j
53
N . W . b . W . Ditto, and ditto.
( D i t t o . FreSh breezes, and foggy. Off
54 X fhore two miles.
j ( N . W . Ditto weather. Off fhore three
5 2 X or four miles.
( N . W . Frefh gales, and foggy. Off
6
5 X Shore three or Sour leagues.
( N - W . Frefh gales, and fqually, Off
5 X Shore three leagues.
53 [Ditto. Ditto. A heavy fea.
j ( N . W . Frefh breezes, and hazy, Se5 31{
veral canoes alongfide.
< N . W . Moderate, and hazy. Off Shore
5 ( three or four leagues.

1
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No. II.

T A B L E IX.
Continued.
Route of the Queen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coaft,
and thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Time.

0

1787.

§

:Kie Longhude
•/

0

Juty 2 4 . )
Noon. )

0

.

2

5 5*
1- .
26I

47 129 50

2752

18

28

•*^M

°°

3° 52

3°

3* 52

36

A u g . 1 52

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

Eaft.

10 129 42

( N . W . Moderate, and clear. Several
I canoes alongfide.
( W . N . W . Light breezes, and cloudy.
IH ( Off fhore four or five miles.
( W . N . W . Light breezes, and hazy.
1
bb
Off fhore three or four miles.
-Variable. Light winds. Saw land to
the Eaft. Several canoes alongfide.
OffShore eight or ten miles.
"Variable. Light winds. I n general we
find the current fetting to the South,
with pieces of wood, grafs, and weeds
Slh
floating paft.
Variable. Moderate, and clear. Saw
land at four o'clock this afternoon,
bearing N . N . W . at 19 or 20 leagues
diftance, which is the fame land feen
5*2<
from the North end of thefe iflands.
Soundings this day from 14 to 25 fathoms, fand and fmall black Stones.
Several canoes alongfide.
p , W . Light winds, and hazy. Great
quantities of drift-wood and weeds
57 * floating paft the Ship. Off Shore three
or four leagues. Several canoes round
the Ship.
(Variable. Light winds. Off Shore 12 or
ffi ( 13 miles.
f N . to N . W . Light winds, and hazy.
53±\
Offfhore two or three leagues. Cape
3 St. James S . | - W .
X

sH

D 2

A P P E N D I X .

TABLE

IX.

N o . II.

Continued.

Route of the Queen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coaft,
and thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Latitude Longitude Variatioi
North.
Weft.
Eaft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

Variable, witUr light winds a n d foggy
weather. A heavy fwell from the
57 "j Southward. Gape St. James S. S . W .
L three or four leagues..
'Variable. Light winds, and hazy. At
I I A . M . the rocks off Cape St.
James W . b . S. four or five miles dift.
( South to S. W.. Moderate, and'cloudy.
( Saw land bearing Si 40 deg. E .
( W . S. W .
Frefh breezes, with fog.
X A heavy fwell from, the Weftward.
IN.. N . W.. FreSh breezes, and foggy.
(Variable. Light airs.. Woody. Point
{ North fix leagues ..
Ditto.. Ditto. King George's Sound
N . 77 deg. E . diftant 14 or 15 miles.
Spoke the Ship Prince of Wales, Capt.
6si< Colinett; and the Sloop Princefs Roy-,
al, Capt. Duncan, from London, belonging to our owners, all well.
S, E . Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
W e learned from the Ship and Sloop,
who had left King George's Sound
the day before, that Capt. Portlock
was not there, and that no furs were
$b
to be met w i t h ; fo at half paft nine
A. M . we parted with them> they
Steering for Queen Charlotte's ISlands,
and we home by way of China.
1 N . W . Frefh breezes, and cloudy,
( W . N . W . Ditto, and pleafant wea? ther.

APPENDIX.

No, II.

T A B L E IX.
Continued.
Route of the Queen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coaft, |
and thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Time.

Aug, 12
Noon.

ude Longitude Variations
Vveft.
h.
Eaft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

N . W . Frefh breezes, and fine weather. |
A fwell from the Weftward.
Variable.
Moderate, and fine weal
64
*343 33\ 3^ 59
ther.
Ditto. Ditto, and cloudy. A heavy
62!
*443 02 132 0 6
fwell froTi the Weft.
* 5142 30 132 16
65 Weft. Moderate, and cloudy.
.16
Variable.
Light winds, and hazy.
16 41 40131 00 16
64|
N . E. to-North. Frefh breezes, and[
1740 °8*33 26
65
cloudy.
N . W , to North. Ditto, and fine wea1838 53*33 10
66
ther.
l 6
69 N . N . E . Moderate, and cloudy.
*937 3S\ 3 50
6 7 x Ditto. Ditto, and ditto.
2 0 3 6 07*35 49
N . E . Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
2 ii34 . 28136 20
N . E . Ditto, and ditto.
2 2 3 3 09|*37 20
6
9i
Ditto. Frefh breezes, with rain.
2 3 3 i 39*38
68
E . N . E . Ditto, ditto, and cloudy.
2 4 2 q 35*39
N . E . Frefh breezes, and cloudy. A |
18 68
25|27 37*4o 08
fwell from the N . E. .
70 1 N . E . to E . N . E. Ditto, and ditto.
2626L 1 2 1 4 1 08
( E . N . E. to Eaft. Moderate breezes, and|
70 n cloudy.
27J24 57 1 4 1 55
3J24 04 *43 06
I N . E . to Eaft. Moderate, withra n.
37
Moderate breezes, and finef
23 21 144 06 6 06 7*T ( N . E .
I weather,
5[22 26
I
N
.
E,
to
Eaft.
Squally J with rain.
09
H5
73
J N . E . Moderate, and .fine weather.
21
44 146 *3
( D i t t o . Frefh breezes, and pleafant f
Sept.
75 X weather..
54*47 36
0 1 *5° °3
74i { N . N . E . Squally, with rain at times.:

44 22,131 59

59

i

w

ife.
>ft

S-

If
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T A B L E

IX.

No, II.
Continued.

Route of the Queen Charlotte from Norfolk Sound along the Coaft,
and thence to the Sandwich Iflands.
Latitude Longitude Variations
North.
Weft.
Eaft.

Time.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

K
3

r787.

"\J ^ 1

Sept. 3,)
Noon. \ 1 9
4*9
,- j>: 2 0

0

0

;

|

. ( E . b. N. FreSh breezes, andfinewea75 2} ther.
76 N. E. Moderate breezes, and cloudy.
75i Variable. Ditto, and ditto.

55152 09

56153 43
0 4 *54 4*

N. B. At five, A. M. faw Owhyhee. At noon, the Eaft end S.
-> W. 10 or 11 leagues.

T A B L E

X.

Route of the Queen Charlotte while amongft the Sandwich Iflands,
and from thence to China.
Latitude Longitude Variations
Eaft.
North.
Weft.

Time.

jj

0

1787.

Sept. 6,)
Noon. )

20

17

12 0

13

i>$ 2 0

15

gf
3

1

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

0

fVariable. Squally, with rain at times.
0 J At two P. M. feveral canoes with
1
| hogs and bread-fruit alongfide. Off
| Shore feven or eight miles.
!
rEaft. Moderate, and cloudy. Standing
82 \ off and on trading with the natives.
|
[ Eaft point of Owhyhee S. 50 deg. E.
fDitto. FreSh breezes, and clear. Stand80 j ing off and on. South point of
I Owhyhee South two or three miles.
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T A B L E X. Continued.
Route of the Queen Charlotte while amongft the Sandwich Iflands,
and from thence to China.
Latitude Longitude Variations
Weft. ' Eaft.
North.

Time.
1787.

0

.**a

Sept. 9 , )
20
Noon. $

10

16

*3 2 1

21

14 21

34

21

43

16 21

.52

21

55

11
12

MM.
l

SM

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

0

3°

21

^

18

*9 2 0

55 *59 59

2 0 19

11 1 0 0

2 1 18

23 1 6 1

13 8

2217

13101

25

s

0

35

r E . N . E . Firft part, frefh breezes ; lat81 J
rer, light winds. Weft end of Ranai
[ N . 10 deg. W . 14 or 15 miles.
f N . E . Moderate breezes, and cloudy.
a A
At 11 A . M . anchored in the Bay,
^j
South Side of Woahoo, in eight fa[_ thorns water.
0 ( E . N . E , Strong breezes, and cloudy.
( Getting in water.
Q ( Ditto. Strong breezes. Compleated the
X water, and employed in getting wood.
n ( E . N . E . FreSh gales, and cloudy. At
3 I jj five A . M . under Sail for Atoui.
f N . N . E . Light breezes, and cloudy.
• 77!j
N . W . point of Woahoo N . 83 deg.
I E . diftant eight leagues.
f Variable. Light breezes. King's Mount,
81 1 Atoui, N . W . b. W . | W . eight or
I nine leagues.
n j ( N . N . E . Light winds, and fine wea2
X ther. Several canoes alongfide.
n j ( E . N . E . Light winds. At anchor in
2
X Wymoa Bay, Atoui.
^ ( S . E . Frefh breezes, and cloudy. T h e
^ X king, with his attendants, on board.
0 ( E. N . E . Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
X Under fail for China.
Frefh breezes, and clear.
A
8l(Eaft.
7 b 2 j fwell from the Eaftward.
OO 77 | Eaft.
Squally, with rain.
) N . E . Trefli breezes, and fine pleafant
79 I weather.
*

mssmsm
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Continued.
T A B ! E X.
Route of the Queen Charlotte while amongft the Sandwich Iflands,
and from thence to China.
Latitude Longitude Variations
Eaft.
North.
Weft. '

Time.

S WSBi

'1 °

SepMtf?
Noon. SI *
24 *3

28162 57

1

56:164 02 8

A,
25 *3
22 166 14
26 *3 3 5 * 6 7 48
27 1 3 ,.37168 20 •
2 8 1 3 4 i 17* 351 -8
29 *3 36173 28I

!

4 3 * 7 5 25

1 *3

4 0 1 7 6 20

2

*3

3 6 * 7 7 44

^^ *3

44 179 32
47 181 16

4*3

s

1I

FreSh breezes and fqually, with

ra n

i -

( D i t t o . Strong breezes, and clear wea77 \
ther.
c, ( Eaft. Frefh breezes, and pleafant wea/
ther.
7 9 i Ditto. Squally, with rain.
82
N . E . to E . b . S. Ditto, with ditto.
43 8 r i E . N . E . A Strong gale, and fqually.
80
Ditto. A ftrong,gale, with heavy rain.
FreSh breezes,!
8 i i ( E . N . E . to E . S. E .
3
jj with lightning and rain.
c. ( E . S. E . t o E . b . N . Light winds, and
5 cloudy. A fwell from the Northward.
Light breezes, and fine weaG T c E. N . E .

10

8

3i)

ther.

( Ditto. FreSh breezes and fqually, with
3 |
lightning.
82-|-| Eaft. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
\~S. E . Light winds. Lightning in the
Q
fi

47 182 23 12

OO 8 4

49 * 8 3 5*
4 1 18c 01

9*3

12189 31

8i|-1 E . S. E . Squally, with heavy rain.
84 1 Eaft. Frefh breezes, and fine weather.
( E . N . E . Frefh breezes and fqually, |
0
82
{ with rain.
.
/
.
P ( D i t t o . Ditto and heavy fqualls, with
2
( rain. .
0 ^ S. S. E. to E . b . N . Light winds, and
3 ( cloudy. A heavy fwell from the S. E .
^ E . b . N . Squally. A fwell from the
g
IO
I Northward.
83 | Eaft. FreSh breezes, and fine weather.

1 •

•

J

« x (Eaft.

7 ~*X

6*3
7*3
8*3

r

1

J

3° *3
Oft.

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

p

24

l8

7 37

181190 36

i**3

05:192 06 12

12J13

081194 22

I N.E.

*

!
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T A B L E X. Continued.
Route of the Queen Charlotte while amongft the Sandwich Iflands,
and from thenCe to China.
Time.
.

6

1787.

$

Latitude Longitude Variations
North.
Weft.
Eaft.
'

Vt^'-Sf?

6

O d . 13,)
Noon. ) *3

04 196 20

*4 12

51 198 28

*5 *3
16 *3

09 200 02
° 4 202 02

7 13
18 13
*9 *3
2 0 14

22 203 47
22 206 04 8
25 208 IO
01 2IO 32 7

21

14

11 112 16

22

*4

47 214 16

l

'E. b. N .
Heavy fqualls, with rain,
thunder, and lightning.
A fwell
. from the Eaftward.
"E. N . E . Squally, with thunder, lightfcj
ning, and rain. A heavy fea from the
8if
. Eaftward.
S. E . Squally, with rain.
Variable. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
N . E . FreSh breezes and fqually, with
80
rain.
21 82 Ditto. Strong breezes, and lightning.
80 E . N . E . Squally* with rain.
i E. b . N . Ditto, ditto. A heavy fwell
*5 8 2 | > from the N . E»
( E . N . E . Moderate, and clear. Saw
feveral birds and SiSh round the Ship.E . N . E . FreSh breezes, and clear.
Saw the land bearing N . 80 deg. W .
8 4 < five or fix leagues. At fix, P . M . the
center of Aguigan bore N . 83 deg. E»
diftant five leagues.
34 83 "E. N . E . FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
83 N . E . b . E . Squally, with rain.
8 3 i Eaft. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
84 E . N . E . Ditto, ditto.
8 3 i N . E. A freShgale, with rain.
8 2 i E. S. E. Squally, with rain.
Ditto'. A frefh breeze, and fine weather.
25 82
E. N . E . Moderate breezes, and fine
84i
weather.
Ditto. Moderate breezes. Numbers of
84
fifh and birds round the Ship.

*3i-

Ik

.

23 *5
2 4 16
25*6
2616
27 17
28 18
29 19

25 2 l 6
10 2 l 8
34 220
C7 222
26 225
24 227
02229

3° 19

19231 27

3* *9

52J232 00

Winds,- Weather, and Remarks.

27 5
34
28
36
19
44
44 1

A P P E N D I X .

34

TABLE

X.

No. IL

Continued'..

Route of the Queen Charlotte while amongft the. Sandwich Iflands,
and from thence to Chima.
Tii

Winds, Weather, and R e m a r k s i i
Vtf

Nov. i ,
Noon.

233 12
236 OO
3,2i

06 237 24

238 5 °

5 21

35 239 37

621

3

722

22 244 56

22

07

>4* 55

( E . N . E . Moderate breezes, and Sine
(
weather.
(Variable. FreSh breezes and fqually,
X with thunder, lightning, and rain.
( N . E . Strong gales. A heavy fwell
X from the N . W .
Eaft. FreSh breezes, and dark cloudy
weather. At- two, P . M . faw a fmall
ifland bearing N . 40 deg. W . four or
five leagues; and foon afterwards another ifland to the Northward of the
• firft. 'At eight, P . M . Stood to the
Southward, under an eafy fail.
(Variable. Squally, rainy weather. At
) two, P . M . faw two of the Bafhee
79 ] Iflands bearing South 37 deg. E . Six
(_ or feven leagues diftant.
?
N . E . to N o r t h .
Strong gales, and
cloudy. A heavy Swell from the
76
Northward.
N . N . E . Frefh gales, -and hazy. At
eight, A.. M . faw the land, bearing
N . W . diftant four or five leagues.
75 < Sounded 25 fathoms, grey and with
j black fpecks. At one, P. M . faw fe! veral Chinefe SiShing-boats. .
f N . E. FreSh breezes. Got a pilot for
I Macao, and at 11 P . M . came to in
I the roads in fix fathoms w a t e r ; the
Peak of Lintin N . 79 deg. E . the city
79T j
y of Macao W . | S.
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T A B L E
XI.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from China to
parting Company off Java Head.
Tjaferr

L*t tude ILongitude Variations
Weft.
Nc rth. j Weft.

1788.

0

Feb, 16,)
Noon. ) 21

'

•

•

•

'

11 20
. 1218
*3*8
*4*7
• 15*6
16 £$x

a J! *4

0

35

|

02246
54246
01246
44246
33246
33246

00
05
02
30
12 2
04

•„ L

18 *3

24 247 10
01247 49

*9 11

42248 30

20 10

04250 36

21

8

4 4 2 5 2 42

22

7
23 5

0 4 2 5 3 55
•3i|254 56 0

24 4

11

25 2

36 255 ° °

26! 1

MJ254 3 1

255 00

"tZfc 1

Winds, Weather, and Rernaxfes.f

1
0

; J

[Variable. Frefh breezes, and fine wea, J
ther. At 10, A. M . the Peak of the
°5 ]
Grand Ladrone N . 40 deg. E.^ifrant
1 fix or feven leagues.
5 _ ( N . E . to Eaft. Frefh breezes, and fine
\
weather.
ii2\ E. S. E, Moderate breezes, and clear.
7 Y S. E. to Eaft. FreSh breezes, and clear.
74 S. E. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
17 75 E . b . N . Ditto, ditto.
76 N . E . Moderate breezes, and clear.
E . N . E . A fine breeze, and pleafant
weather.
1H
f'rN . E . Ditto, ditto.
N . E . b . N . FreSh breezes, and fine
77
weather.
["North to N . E . Frefli breezes. Pulo
78 I
Sapata S. 67 deg. W . diftant four
I miles.
. ( N . E. FreSh breezes, and pleafant wea-

gg

'*.".

Aer.

m\

79 1 Ditto. Moderate, and hazy.
22 • 80 Eaft. Ditto and cloudy, with-lightning.
I Eaft to E. N . E. Moderate, with Ught0 1
6
8 1) ning
• andJ rain.
i
r E . N . E . to N . N . E. Moderate, ditto.;
Pulo D'Omar N . 37 deg. 'E. distant
U\<
four leagues.
' N . N . E.
Moderate breezes.
Land;
from S. 38 deg. W . to S. 65 deg. W.'
82 L diftant feven or eight leagues.

1
I12

mssm

A P P E N D I X .

3*

N o . II,

T A B L E . XL
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from China to
parting Company off Java Head.
Time.

Feb.27, \
Noon. '

Longitude Variations

o

28 *

29

March 1

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

Souilr ' Weft. I Weft.

08254

IO

* 3 2 5 4 32

85

N o r t h to N . N . E .
Moderate, and
cloudy. T h e ISland Dominis W . b . S.
feven or eight leagues.
N . N . E . Moderate, with lightning and
rain. At 11, A . M . departed this
life M r . William Lauder, furgeon. At
noon, the three iflands from S. b . E .
to E . N . E . diftant from the neareft
three or four miles.
TNT. N . E . Moderate, and cloudy. At'
10, A . M . committed the body of our
late furgeon to the deep. At noon
Monopin Hill N . 10 deg. W . five or
fix leagues. At one, P. M . faw a dry
bank of fand and rocks. At half paft
one, the middle of the bank bore
S. E . b . S. \ of a mile diftant; depth
of water eight and nine fa thorns; M o nopin Hill at the fame time bearing
N . W . b . N . PaSTed the bank to the
Eaftward; and at feven, P . M . anchored in 11 fathoms, muddy bottom.
Variable. At five, A M . weighed and
made fail. Squally, with thunder,
lightning, and rain. Mount Permafang
E . b . N . A point on the Sumatra fhore
S. b , W . diftant three or four miles.
At three, P . M . palled a Dutch man
of war lying at anchor. At half paft
five, the Lanfdown Eaft-Indiaman
joined company. At feven, anchored
in g-~ fathoms, muddy bottom.
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T A B L E XL Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from China to
parting Company off Java Head.
Time.

Mar- 2,
Noon.

Latitude Longitude Variatior
Weft.
Weft.

3

°<

3

°9!

3

56

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

Variable. Lightning, thunder, and rain.
At five, A. M . weighed and madf
fail. At nine anchored, the ISland of J
Lufepara bearing N . 43 deg, E . fix or
eight miles ^ firft point on the Sumatra
Shore N . W . A t half paft one, P. M .
weighed and made fail. At half paft
five, the Lanfdown got aground, Stood
79 < more to the Weftward, and let go the
anchor in 6— fathoms water; the
ISland of Lufepara S. 49 deg. E . five
or Six miles ; firft point on the Sumatra Shore N . W . b . N . Hoifted out
the whale-boat, and went on board
the Lanfdown with feven hands to afSift in getting her off.
Variable. Light winds, with thunder,
lightning, and rain. At three, A. M .
got the Lanfdown into deep water
without any damage. At noon, weigh82|<
ed and failed in company; foundings j
from Six to four fathoms. At four,
P . M . the Ifland Lufepara N . 88 deg.
E. diftant fix or feven miles.
Variable. Squally, with rain. By noon
increafed our foundings to eight fathoms. At three, P . M . anchored in1
85
11 fathoms water; tide fetting E . S. E.
one mile per hour.
South. Light breezes, with thunder,
lightning, and rain. During this 24
87
hours, feveral times under weigh.

3*
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No. II.

T A B L E XI.
Continued.
Route of the King George and»Queen Charlotte from China to
parting Company off Java Head.
Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

I

Mar. 6,1
Noon. J 4 m

4

53\

51

1

Variable. Moderate, and cloudy. At feven, P . M . weighed and made fail. At
•§- paft 1 o, came to in eight fathoms.
Variable. Moderate, with rain and lightning. At half paft three, A. M . came
87
to Sail. At one, P% M . anchored in
11 fathoms water, muddy bottom.
^Variable, Light airs. At half paft one,
A . M . failed. At noon, the Sifters
S. 40 deg. W . Six or feven miles.
85i
At fix, P . M . came to in 10 fathomswater; the Sifters S. 17 d e g . W .
Variable. Squally, with rain. At four,
A. M . finding the fhip dragged her
anchor, hove it up and ma4e Sail. At
ten, light winds. Came to, with the
beft bower in 11 fathoms water; the
Sifters bearing S. 25 deg. W . diftant
nine miles. At noon, weighed and
made fail. At fix, P . M . came to in
11 fathoms water; the Sifters bearing S. b . E . four or five miles.
fVariable.
At three, P. M . weighed
and made fail.. At five, anchored
82
in ten fathoms; the Northermoft of
\ the Sifters S. 40 deg. E . ,
[ F r o m S. E . b . S. to S. S. W . Light
breezes, and cloudy. At feven, A . M .
weighed and made fail. At 10, A. M .
anchored in 12 fathoms; Northermoft
of the Sifters S. 50 deg. E . four miles!
diftance.

m
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T A B L E XL
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from China toj
parting Company off Java Head.
Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

I

M a r . 12,
Noon.. '

3 5

24

35;

Variable. Squally, with rain, thunder,
and lightning. At five, A . M . weighed and made fail. At noon, moderate
87
and cloudy. At two, P . M . anchored in 11 fathoms water.
f N . W . Squally, with rain. At four,;
A. M . weighedand made fail. At 1 1 ,
came to in five fathoms water. A t |
noon, weighed and Stood through betwixt North ISland and the Sumatra
Shore,
and anchored in nine fathoms
87
water, muddy bottom; North Ifland
bearing N . E . b . N . diftant three
miles; the watering-place S. W . four
miles.
Found riding here feveral
Dutch veffels.
( N . W . Light breezes, and cloudy. At
( anchor, wooding and watering.
. {"Variable and cloudy weather, with much
i lightning. At feven, A. M . weighed
1 and came to fail in company with the
King George. From this to the 23d
getting to Cracatoa, where we filled
up our water.
Variable, with rain. At four, A. M .
weighed and made fail in company
with the King George. At noon, the
Peak on Cracatoa bore N . 18 deg,
W . At nine, P . M . anchored in 42
fathoms, muddy bottom ; Peak on
Prince's Ifland S. 76 deg. W .

i

mesggi
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T A B L E XI.
Continued.
Route of the King George and Queen Charlotte from China, to
parting Company off Java Head.
Latitude Longitude Variations
South.
Weft, x
Weft.

Tin

Winds, ^Weather, and Remarks.
I

Mar. 25
Noon. '

6 33

26 6

36

7
9

49 254 40
°8,255 09

10

17255 08

n

13254 50

W. N. W. to N. W. Frefh breezes.
At four, A. M. weighed and made
fail. At noon, the extremes of Prince's
Ifland from W. N. W. to S. 65 deg.
W. At fix, P. M. came to in 40 fathoms, mud and fand. Extremes of
Prince's Ifland from N. N. W. to
S. W. \ W.
Variable. Frefh breezes, and fqually.
At nine, A. M. weighed and made
fail. At four, P. M. the rocks off
83
Java Head bore N. 85 deg. E, diftance
off Shore four or five miles.
I W. N. W. Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
( N. N. W. to W. N. W. Squally, with
( rain.
<N. W. to N. E. Ditto, ditto. Paffed
( the Queen Indiaman.
("Variable. Moderate, and cloudy. This
; day agreed to part company with the
} King George; the Queen Indiaman
I in fight.

A P P E N D I X.

TABLE

No, II.

4I

XII.

Route of the Queen Charlotte, after parting Company with the
King George, to St. Helena.
Latitude Longitude Variations
South.
Weft.
Weft.

Time.
1788.

0

0

Mar. 31 >I I
Noon. )
April 1 *2
2

*4
3 15
4 16
5 16
617
7 17
8 17
9 18
1 0 18

Q

38256 43
4 4 2 5 7 48
031259
29261
30263
5426c
10267
36269
50271
14J273
29274

*9
11
14
01
07
10
16
04
44

11

18

51 2 7 6 5 8

12

19

09 278 23

*3 19

36 279 24

H *9

59 2 8 l

3

20

J Q

*5 20

37283 12

16 20

481284 33

*7 21

1 J 2 8 6 41

18 21

291289 l 8

19 21

45,291 2410

2022

0.8204 04

1

j 7*1-

J

T[

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

I
0

' 1

! (Variable. Squally, with rain; the King
52 X George in fight.
i (N. E. to S. E. Light breezes. Loft
X Sight of the King George.
J ( E . N. E. FreSh breezes and fqually,
3 / with rain.
79 Eaft to S. E. Frefh breezes, and clear.
79i S. E. Ditto, ditto.
81 E. N. E. Moderate, and fine weather.
80 E. S. E. Squally, with rain.
79 S. E. FreSh breezes. A fwell from S. E,
iH E. S. E. Ditto. Ditto.
78 Eaft to E. N. E. Moderate, with rain.
81 E. b. S. Ditto, ditto.
Frefh breezes and fqually,
T (E. S. E.
75 2 X with rain.
76 | S. E. Ditto, ditto, and clear.
(E. S. E. Frefh breezes, and fine wea-^
77 } ther.
79 | E. S. E. Ditto, Ditto.
FreSh breezes, and fine weaT (E. b. S.
fi

fij

ther.

Q

(Ditto. Moderate breezes, and fine weaj ther. A heavy fwell from the S, W.
(South to S. E. Strong breezes, and
77 I fqually.
, (S. b. E. Strong breezes, and clear. A
bI

7

X

cr

°f s fea-

(E. S. E. to E. N. E. Moderate breezes,
and cloudy.
(E. N. E. Moderate, and cloudy. A
77 X heavy fwell from the Southward.'

15 7 6 J2LX

F

i ?<
&

•

'•'
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No. II.

T A B L E XII.
Continued.
Route "of the Queen Charlotte, after parting Company with the
King George, to St. Helena.
jOngitude Variations
Weft.
Weft.

Noon. )
22'23
2322
2423
2524
26 24
27 26
28 27
29 27

3°28
May 1 28
2 29

328
428
528
629

730

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

80 < N. N. E. FreSh breezes, and clear.
I Variable. Squally, with rain.
Ditto. FreSh breezes, and cloudy. At
five, P. M, faw two fail in the S. E.
54299 00
quarter, Standing N. E.
(Variable. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
27I30O 22
X A heavy fwell.
(S. b. E. to N. E. FreSh breezes, and
04J302 OO
X cloudy.
jS. E. Ditto, and clear.
44 3°3 4o
(Ditto. FreSh breezes, and fine weather.
°3304 20
X FiSh and birds round the Ship.
( E. S. E. FreSh breezes, and fine wea0 0 3°S 54 19 3o
X ther.
(Eaft. Ditto, ditto. Lightning to the
5*307 20
X S. W .
j Ditto. FreSh breezes, and fqually.
09 3*° 3°
(E. S. E. to N. E. Ditto, ditto, with'
553^3 °°
X thunder and lightning.
( N. b. W. to Weft. FreSh breezes, and
l
24 35
7 3*3
( clear.
I S. W. to S. S. E. Ditto, with rain.
273*4 44
Ditto to ditto. Frefh breezes. Great
quantities of bonetta round the Ship,
08 3* 6 44
I Several of which our people caught
j_ with hook and line.
(South, Frefh breezes. Numbers of
543*8 15
X birds andfiShround the Ship.
(South to S. E. FreSh breezes, and.
26320 00
X cloudy. FiSh and birds round the Ship.
I E. S. E. to E. N. E. Ditto, ditto, ditto.
11 321 58
27296

O9298 20

A P P E N D I X .
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T A B L E XII.
Continued.
Route of the Queen Charlotte, after parting Company
King George, to St. Helena.
.ongitude Variatioi
Weft.
Weft.

Time.

May

8,tl

323 28

Noon. W °

54

93*

3°

332
|32

08J
45 I327 06

324 3*

325 11

33

26I 329 08

34

33* 23

35

26I 334 4 ° |

36

07 |336 21 24

36

10 33 6 53J

35

24 33A s:

36

30336 40I

1937

3 6 3 3 6 50

43

ith the

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

<S. S. W .

FreSh breezes, and fqually.

(Eaft to N . N . E . FreSh breezes, and
(
hazy.
< E . N . E . to S. W . b . S. Squally, with
( lightning and rain.
( South to S. S. W . Light winds, and
( clear,
I S. S. E . to N . E . Ditto, ditto.
( N . E . FreSh breezes. A heavy fwell
I from S. W .
( N . N . E. Ditto, ditto. At 11, A. M .
C paffed an empty cafk.
I N . E . Moderate, and cloudy.
12
( Variable. A heavy gale, and crofs fea.
I Saw a large Ship Standing to the S. E .
[Variable. A heavy gale. Foimd both
pumps choaked with fand ; got them
up and cleared t h e m ; broke up the
fore-hold to examine if there was any
water lodged—found all d r y ; Slowed
the teas again, and fecured the hold.
W . to S. W . A heavy gale. Obliged
to keep one pump on deck, and a
hand in the well, to keep the other
clear of fand. Found a leak abaft.
60
Got feveral things out of the run, and
hove therm overboard to lighten the
Ship abaft..
VN. E . to N . W . b . N . A heavy gale,
c and crofs fea.

i
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XII.

Continued.

Route of the^'Queen Charlotte, after parting Company with the
King George, to St. Helena.
Latitude Longitude Variatioi 1
South.
Weft.
Weft. •

May 20, j
Noon. { 36

57 336 40

36

40 337 20

36

00 338 10

23.35

338 09

2435

36 338 19

35

32 337

36

339

36

12 339 39

d0

37

340 e>3

35

54 342 16

34

50 345 32

Winds, Weather, and Remarks.

f N . W . to W . b . N . A freSh gale, and
j
cloudy. Hove four barrels of powder
overboard. Saw a large Ship Standing
to the Eaftward.
Variable. A freSh gale, and cloudy, with.
59 I a crofs fea ; the pump Still on deck.
Variable. A heavy gale, and high fea.
Saw a large Ship Standing to the Eaftward.
f N . W . to North. A heavy gale. Under
reefed courfes and foretopmafl ftay< fail. In a heavy fquall fplit the fore! topmaft Stay fail, unbent it, and bent
I another.
| W . N . W . to Weft. Strong breezes,
J
and cloudy. A heavy crofs fea. Got
59i I
ground 70 fathoms. At feven, A. M .
I Saw a Ship Standing to the Northward.
r W . b . N . to W . b. S. FreSh breezes,
5 9 J and cloudy. At eight, A . M . fpoke
t the Lanfdown Eaft-Indiaman, all well.
Variable. Moderate, and clear. A heavy
59i;
fwell from the W . S. W .
( N . W . b . N . to N . b . E . FreSh breezes,
56 X
j and fqually at times.
( N o r t h to N . W , FreSh breezes, and
59 X fqually.
(Variable. Ditto, ditto. A heavy fea
58: I from S. W .
( S. S. W . to S. b . E . A freSh gale, and
$4r £ fqually.

I

{
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^

T A B L E XII. CddESnued.
Rbute of the Queen Char lotte, after parting Company with'>thre
- King George, to St. Helena.
]
Lat tude {Longitude Variatioi
So uth.
Weft.
Weft.'

Time.
1788.

0

May 31 )
Noon. ) 33
June 1 3 2
2 30

$f

29

'

0

•
13

54J348 27

4 29

18

347 39

5 28

26

346 3 6

6 27

*7 346 24

7 26

*9 347 27

80 2 4

5*

923

4 4 352

05

58356 4°
34358 47
27\ OO

70

*5*7

06

2 7 3 5 4 19

13

1616
17 1 6

18 3 5*81 6
oA 4 30

2

r

^ ( hazy.

35° °4

1022
11 20
12 19
1318

FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
I Saw a fail.
(S. 8. E. to E. S. E. Moderatebre^eS;.
( and clear.
9 SEaft to S.E. Moderate breezes, and
c clear. Got both pumps dokvn.
/- , ^Variable. Light winds, and clear. Saw
2
c a feal.
x- ^ Ditto. FreSh breezes, and fqually. Saw
( a whale.
s 1 ^ Variable. FreSh gales and cloudy, wifaa!
T
t rain.
, ! > Ditto. FreSh breezes, with a heavy'
02
*l fwell from the N. W.
, )S. W. to S. S. E. Light winds, aheavy
( crofs fea.
, S S. S. E. to S. S. W. Strong breezes, and
59

6o

04348 11

18 2 1

Winds, Weather, and . Remalfes-'.

1 ° * (Variable.
!

0

44347 '5°

1
48348.

3

02

65-5- j S. E. FreSh breezes, and cloudy.
Ditto, ditto, and hazy. A
6 6 I (S. E. b. S.
2
( following fea.
6
Ditto.
FreSh
breezes, and cloudy.
2
68 S. E. b. S. A freSh gale, and ditto.
68£ Variable. Frefh breezes, and cloudy.
'S. E. A fine breeze, and cloudy. Hav68 S ing made 360 deg. Weft, and loft one]
, day, we call this the 15th.
7* S. E. b. S. Moderate, and cloudy.
7*i S. S. E. Ditto,, ditto.
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XIII.

Shews the Difference between the Watch, Lunar Obfervations, and
Longitude by Account at Noon on feveral Days during the
Paftage from St. Jago to the Sandwich Iflands.
;
N. B. The Watch is one of Mr. Arnold's fmall Pocket Time-keepers.
Watch
Weft.

Time.
1785.

Nov.

18

28

21

3°

28
Dec. 4
8
*3
22

25
1786.

.

Jan.

1
26
3o
Feb. 7
*5

18

22

27
March 6
)
*5
20

25
April
May

!

11
*9
26
4
*9

34
37
42
46
53
54
57
64
62
7*
80
82
81
82
81
85
89
92
110

116
117
125
146
2 2 *5*
23 ^3
24 *54

Lunar
Obfervations
Weft.

03 28 09
45 3 ° 35
25 33 *°
46 \ 38 21
35 42 37
2 1 no obferv.
40 S3 36
42 no obferv.

Account
Weft.

24
26
29
33
38
43
5*
5*

10
ditto.
54
29 6 4 37 63
no
obferv.
*9
63
74
30 ditto.
86
5* ditto.
3° 82 50 87
40 82 23 85
43 no obferv. 87
3* 81 38 83
16 no obferv. 90
00
89 20 94
40 92 04 99
OO 109
20 1 1 2
OO 115
40 118
40 no obferv. 1 2 0
32 124 30 127
44 146 45 *47
40 151 34 151
15no obferv. 153
i 6 | ditto. 1 154

Remarks.

54 Having found the watch to alter herj
rate of going in different degrees of
3C
heat and cold before we left St. Jago,
34
I made a fmall table of the altera56
tions by which She was always cal4i
culated during our paffage to the
43
Sandwich Iflands.
58
35
25
18
At the time we left St. Jago, the watch!
loft on mean time o h . oo m . 02". per '
11
. day.
!

3°
59
OI

Iflands,
39 On our leaving the Falkland
She loft on mean time o h . oo m . 05".!
26
per day.
25

°3
44
*7
24
*3
55
58 May 24th, at noon, the N . E . point
of Owhyhee bearing N . -§• W . three
32
or four leagues diftant, I found the
39
watch to be out in longitude 38
33
10
miles.
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