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Keep your fingers 

on the pulse of 

n ".' ,ti *=» ••"\ 

. . . READ THE B OF M BUSINESS REVIEW 

As the Canadian economy soars to new record 
highs, more and more businessmen at home 
and abroad are reading the B of M Business 
Review for an accurate analysis of Canadian 
economic trends. 

Published monthly by Canada's first bank, 
each issue contains an authoritative, detailed 
survey of some aspect of the Canadian econo­
my, or an over-all analysis of national business 
trends, together with crisp reports on each 
economic division of the country. 

Simply fill in and mail this coupon for your 
personal copy of the B of M Business Review. 
It will be sent to you regularly each month. 
There's no obligation, of course. 

TO I millOU CUtDIAIrS 

B A N K OF MONTREAL 

m Please send me every month — without 
charge — the B of M Business Review. 

Name 

Address 

Address to: 

® 
Business Development Department, 

Bank of Montreal, 
119 St. James Street West, 

Montreal, P.Q. 
Canada. 
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A Call to the Alumni 

In 1958 we will 
c e l e b r a t e t h e 
Golden Jubilee of 
our Un ive r s i t y . 
As we approach 
this milestone in 
the progress of 
education in Brit­
ish Columbia, the 
Alumni Associa­
tion asks itself: 
"How can we best 
he lp m a k e our 
50th Anniversary 
an o u t s t a n d i n g 

Nathan Nemetz, Q.C., 
B.A.'34, President 

Alumni Association 

success .' 
In the past few months we of the 

Board of Management have been re­
organising our agencies in order to 
achieve a maximum of efficiency in 
preparation for the events ahead of 
us. To this end we have co-operated 
fully with the University Administra­
tion by integrating our fund-raising-
committees. Our Alumni Development 
Fund now becomes a part of the larger 
all-inclusive University Development 
Fund and our representatives will sit 
on a newly-created U.B.C. Develop­
ment Council, together with represen­
tatives of the Board of Governors, 
Faculty and Friends of the University. 
This initial step, we hope, will not 
only co-ordinate all activities for the 
soliciting of funds but will point up 
the increasing importance of Alumni 
giving in the future plans of the 
University. 

Our Association is indebted to Dr. 
W. C. Gibson, Chairman of our Fund, 
and to all of the Trustees, who have 
made our efforts such an outstanding 
success. When we consider that over 
$130,000.00 has been realised this year 
by the work of our Board of Directors, 
it becomes apparent that the joint 
fund will undoubtedly become an even 
greater success. 

In order to achieve this greater 
result and especially to better serve 

By Nathan Nemetz 

our Alumni Branches and Divisions, 
we have also decided to create the 
new post of Assistant Secretary, thuj 
relieving some of the present heavj 
load of work carried by our Secretary, 
Art Sager. This post has been filled 
and an account of the appointment 
will be found on another page, in the 
Secretary's report on Alumni Organi 
sation. With this appointment we fee" 
confident that the important work 
of Branch and Division liaison wil" 
greatly increase. 

In the near future (probably ir 
early 1957) we will again call upor 
every Alumnus for assistance. No 
institution can grow effectively anc 
continue to be housed in sub-standarc 
a c c o m m o d a t i o n . The Government 
building programme obviously is pro­
viding the barest minimum of re­
quirements. We must insist that this 
programme is expanded quickly anc' 
energetically. To see this through we 
must prepare ourselves for active 
participation in our 50th Anniversary 
Programme, the particulars of which 
will be announced shortly. 

We have always been proud of our 
past achievements but our great­
est challenge is ahead of us. Let us 
therefore crown our work with ar 
effort, the intensity and imagination 
of which will equal the achievement 
of the Great Trek. 

Your individual assistance will be in­
valuable. At this stage each Alumnus 
might well consider how he can best 
make 1958 an incomparable year ir 
our University's history. Your Execu­
tive will be prepared to translate into 
action the wishes of the Alumni. But 
your wishes must be expressed. 

As Alumni we must share the re­
sponsibility with our University ir 
providing the moral and intellectual 
leadership so desperately necessary ir 
this nuclear age. Our Golden Jubilee 
will afford us that great opportunity. 

U.B.C. ALUMNI CHRONICLE 

Published by the 
Alumni Association of the University 

of British Columbia 

Editor: Harry T. LoKan, M.C, M.A. 
Assistant to the Editor: Sally Gallinari, B.A.'49 

Board of Management 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE: President, Na­
than Nemetz, Q.C., B.A.'34 ; Past President, 
Peter Sharp, B.Com.'36 ; Second Vice-President, 
Mrs. Pauline Ranta, B.A.'35, B.S.N.'39 : Third 
Vice-President, Dr. M. F. McGregor, B.A.'30 ; 
M.A.'31 ; Treasurer, A. P. Gardner, B.A.'37 ; 
Executive Secretary, A. H. Sager, D.F.C, 

Published in Vancouver, 

B.A.'38: Chronicle Editor, Harry T. Logan 
M.C, M.A. ; MEMBERS-AT-LARGE: Willian 
A. CRAIG. B.A.'BO, LL.B.'61 ; Miss Riks. 
Wright, B.A.'33; Miss Mildred Wright, S.W 
Dipl.'45 ; John Lecky, B.A.'41 ; John Ashby. 
B.A.'33; Leonard B. Stacey, B.A.Sc'24. SEN 
ATE REPRESENTATIVES: Miss Marjorie 
Agnew, B.A.'22; The Hon. Mr. Justice A. E 
Lord, B.A.'21 ; Dr. Ian McTaggart-Cowan. 
B.A.'32, F.R.S.C, Ph.D. ( C a l i f . ) ^ . DEGREE 
REPRESENTATIVES: Agriculture, Ralph H 
Gram, B.S.A.'37; Applied Science, M. A 
Thomas, B.A.Sc'31 ; Architecture, Findlay W 
Scott, B.Arch.'52 ; Arts, Mrs. Mary Robertson 
B.A.'49; Commerce, T. R. Watt, B.Com.'49 
Education, Robin Smith, B.A.'37, M.A.'51 
Forestry, John H. G. Smith, B.S.F.'49 ; Home 
Canada, and authorised as second class mail, Post 

U.B.C.'s Gold and Silver Olympic Medal Winning 
Crews. From left: The Coxless Four: Archie 
McKinnon, Lome Loomer, Walter D'Hondt and 
Don Arnold (Stroke). The Eight: Fil Kueber, 
Dick McLure, Bob Wilson, Dave Helliwell, Wayne 
Pretty, Bill McKerlich, Doug McDonald, Laurie 
West (Stroke, Captain), Carl Ogawa (Cox). Inset: 

Frank Read (Coach). 

Contents Include: Page 
A Call to the Alumni— 

Nathan Nemetz 3 
Guest Editorial— 

Leonard B. Stacey 5 
From the Mail Bag 5 
Branch News; Organisation 

Changes—Art Sager 7 
Graduate Profile: Homer A. 

Thompson—Stuart Keate 8-9 
Report on U.B.C. Development 

Fund—Art Sager 10 
The President Reports. 11 
No News Is Good News— 

David Brock 13 
The Frederic Wood Theatre— 

Bice Caple 14-15 
Ten Years of Engineering 

Physics—George M. Volkoff 17 
Homecoming and Class 

Reunions—Art Sager 18-19 
Autumn Congregation— 

Ed Parker 20-21 
The Role of the Private Bene­

factor—Dean G. C. Andrew 22 
Metallurgy Building Opened— 

Editor 23 
Friends of the University 

Library—Neal Harlow 25 
Alumnae and Alumni— 

Sally Gallinari 26-27 
At the Sign of the Totem 28-29 
The Faculty—Sally Gallinari 31 
Campus News and Views— 

Ian Smyth 33 
Olympics Summary—R. J. Phillips 35 
Obituaries 37 
Births, Marriages 38 
Directory of Branches 38 

Economics, Mrs. A. R. Gillon, B.H.E.'48 ; Law. 
William A. Craig, B.A.'50, LL.B.'Bl ; Medicine, 
Dr. D. H. Zimmerman, B.A.'49, M.D.'55: 
Nursing, Mrs. Shelagh Smith, B.A.Sc. (Nurs.) 
'50 ; Pharmacy, Fred Wiley, B.S.P.*53 ; Physical 
Education, Bob G. Hindmarch, B.P.E.'52, Social 
Work, Miss Mildred Wright, S.W. Dipl.'45. 
ALMA MATER SOCIETY REPRESENTA­
TIVE: Donald E. Jabour, A.M.S. President. 

Editorial Committee 
Chairman: Nathan Nemetz; Members: G. 
Dudley Darling, A. P. Gardner, Harry T. 
Logan, A. H. Sager, Peter Sharp. 

CHRONICLE OFFICES 
Business and Editorial Offices: 201 Brock Hall, 
U.B.C, Vancouver 8, B.C. 

Office Dept., Ottawa. 

U. B. C. A L U M N I C H R O N I C L E 



io ore off the sa 

The past ten years have been good to British Columbia. 
They've brought new businesses and industries, new jobs, 
bigger pay cheques, better living. 

One of the big reasons for B.C.'s growth is a 
plentiful supply of cheap electricity. Electricity to expand 
old industries and attract new ones. Electricity to 
bring better living to our homes. 

During these ten busy years, the B.C. Electric 
has invested some S300,000,000 to more than double the 
supply of electrical power available ten years ago. 

With dozens of new projects under way, and 
more planned, the B.C. Electric continues to invest 
in B.C.'s future. It's doing its part to make 
the next ten years just as bright, 
or brighter, than the last. 

B . C . E L E C T R I C 

You will find, in our monthly 
Commercial Lerter, a quick but 
accurate survey of current com­
mercial activities in Canada, a 
concise review of foteign trade 
developments, the latest statistics 

on trade, industry and finance, 
authoritative articles on special 
aspects of Canada's economy. 
Your local manager will gladly 
place yout name on our mailing 
iisr, or just write to : 

THE CANADIAN BANK OF COMMERCE 
HEAD OFFICE • TORONTO B-15 
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The Editor's Page 
GUEST EDITORIAL 

What to do About 
Homecoming? 

I suppose the 
r e a s o n s f o r 
having a Home-

i ^^^m coming ceremony 
• W ^ ' ^ i ^ ^ B l on a Univers i ty 

^ ^ Campus a re much 
the same as those 
which periodically 
br ing home mem­
bers of a family, 
viz., to see the 
old folks and the 

Leonard B. Stacey h o m e s t e a d , t o 
keep in touch with our own genera­
tion and to meet t he new. 

The g rea t difference between the 
two occasions ar ises from the fact 
t h a t our Alma Mate r is so much more 
prolific than the ma te rna l head of 
our families, and it is this difference 
which makes difficult duplicat ing on 
the Campus the a tmosphere of a 
family ga the r ing , and the problem 
increases with the years . I a m sure 
however, t h a t the successful solution 
of the problem is wor th a g r e a t deal 
of effort both from the point of view 
of the Univers i ty and of her progeny. 

Quite frankly, and wi thout cri t i ­
cising anyone but myself, I do not 
th ink the problem was correct ly solved 
this year . I say this because, in my 
opinion, the number of Alumni par t ic i ­
pa t ing was pitifully small . 

I suspect t h a t we could profitably 
change our whole approach to the 
m a t t e r and I will therefore make 
some suggest ions in the hope t h a t 
they may a t least s t imula te in teres t 
and comment th rough the Chronicle. 

My scheme visualises a Homecoming 
period las t ing, possibly, a week, as f a r 
as the Univers i ty is concerned. For 
each Alumnus , however, wi th some 
exceptions, his Homecoming activit ies 
would be limited to one day. 

(1) Could we p r o g r a m m e social 
events, luncheons, etc., on a Facul ty 
basis, and endeavor to have in a t tend­
ance members of Facu l ty in force ? 
Reduction in numbers and community 
of interest sugges t this a r r angemen t . 

(2) Should we have more spor ts 
events , us ing in t r a -mura l t e ams play­
ing games like Engl i sh Rugby, Soccer, 
Grass Hockey, etc., one game a day. 

(3) Should we limit our games 
events to in t r a -mura l t eams only? 

(4) Is a Homecoming dance the 
r igh t kind of event to b r ing toge ther 
Alumni of '16 with those of '56 ? 

(5) If the answer to (4) is "No!" , 
would it be sensible to t r y a sit-down 
dinner, on a Facul ty basis , followed 
by en te r ta inment a n d / o r shor t in­
format ive ta lks by Facul ty members 
and Alumni ? This sort of event would, 
I think, br idge the age-gap and p ro ­

vide oppor tuni ty for Alumni and 
Facul ty to talk to each other, both 
formally and conversat ionally, about 
the Univers i ty in genera l and the 
respective Facul t ies in par t icu lar . 

Our Univers i ty developed very ear ly 
in i ts career a style, or a tone, or 
a manner , whatever i t may proper ly 
be called, which was quite distinctive 
and very fine. I know t h a t l a te r gen­
erat ions of Students and Facul ty a re 
well aware of th is and have, in gen­
eral , mainta ined i ts qual i ty . The help 
which Alumni can give in this r ega rd 
is impor tant . If Homecoming can be 
an event which will keep alive our 
memories of the pas t , and a t the 
same t ime help us to discharge our 
continuing obligations to our Alma 
Mater , it will be worthwhile . 

Leonard B. Stacey, B.A.Sc.'24, 
Chai rman, Alumni Association 
Homecoming Commit tee , 1956. 

(EIjrtBlmaB 

The Alumni Association Pre­
sident, The Board of Manage­
ment, The Fund Directors, The 
Executive Secretary and The 
Chronicle extend to all Alumni 
Ii e s t W i s he s j or a H ap p y 
Christmas and a Prosperous 
Nez: Year. 

Do You Receive a 
"Chronicle" Regularly? 

If not, it is due to one of two or 
th ree causes. You m a y not be an 
active member of t he Alumni Assoc:-
at ion, i.e. you m a y not have sent in 
a subscription of $1.00 or more to 
The U.B.C. Development Fund. Or, 
you may have moved and failed to 
send your new address to the Alumni 
Office, Brock Hall . Or, your ne t 
receiving the magaz ine may be due 
to some er ror in t he Alumni Office. 
In any case, wr i te and let us know, 
and we will do our best to ensure 
your ge t t ing each issue of your own 
U.B.C. quar te r ly magazine . 

The Edi tor extends his very g r a t e ­
ful t h a n k s to Alumni and other con­
t r ibu tors , to the Executive Secre tary 
and his Staff, to our adver t i sers and 
to all others who have made possible 
the publication of the Chronicle fcr 
another year . 

We hope our readers have derived 
pleasure from perus ing its pages , 
which have aimed a t keeping our 
Alumni in touch with each other and 
wi th the changing scenes on the 
Campus of the i r Universi ty . 

avu-, / . L,o-f 

From the Mail Bag 
COBALT 60 BEAM THERAPY UNITS 

"I recent ly caugh t a quick gl impse 
a t your A u t u m n 1956 issue. An ar t ic le 
on page 5 enti t led "U.B.C. a t Chalk 
River" s ta tes in t he th i rd p a r a g r a p h 
t h a t "The rapy Uni t s designed and 
built a t Chalk River us ing Cobalt 60, 
are now in use in m a n y p a r t s of the 
world." May I point out t h a t the 
Beam Therapy Uni ts were (and still 
a re ) designed and built by the Com­
mercial Products Division of A.E.C.L. 
in Ot t awa and not a t the Chalk River 
Project . 

"The N.R.X. reac tor supplies the 
Cobalt 60. 

"The enclosure is one of the i r ad­
ver t i s ing brochures . The wr i te r is a 
former employee of the Division and 
had a small p a r t in the design of the 
Cobalt 60 Beam Therapy Unit . Some 
of these uni t s a r e cur ren t ly instal led 
a t the Vancouver Cancer Clinic." 

Yours t ruly , 
Kei th S. Moores, B.A.Sc '52, 
317 Lindsay St., O t t awa 1, Ont. 
14th November, 1956. 

U.B.C. NOSTALGIA 

"I have received one copy of the 
Chronicle and, while I a lways look 
eager ly for news of some Alumnus 
whom I may know, I a m a lways 
amazed a t the repor t s of the act ivi­
ties of the vas t Alumni ' family ' from 
U.B.C. 

" I t is su rpr i s ing t h a t the f a r t h e r 
from the Univers i ty Graduates t rave l , 
the more cons tant a re the i r t hough t s 
of those whom they worked wi th 
dur ing Campus days ." 

Douglas Third, Pres ident , Class 
of 1955, B.A.Sc '55. 

OA.^ 

REUNION OF CLASS OF 1917 

"I note in the Chronicle, reference 
to the reunion of the Class of 1916 
and a social ga the r ing on the day of 
las t spr ing ' s g radua t ion ceremonies . 
I am wonder ing if a precedent was 
established t h a t day and if succeeding 
classes will be so recognised. I know 
tha t every year for some yea r s there 
has been the n a t u r e of a reunion of 
all " G r a d s " a t Homecoming t ime, bu t 
t h a t has been a t a t ime of yea r when 
the Vancouver wea ther is not so likely 
to a t t r a c t folks from other p a r t s 
because i t is too fa r removed from 
the r egu la r vacat ion season." 

(signed) Laura M. Swadell, B.A.'17. 
(Mrs. Eric E. Swadell (nee Laura 
Pim I, c/o Chaplain's Branch, 
A. P. O. 742, Postmaster, New 
York, N.Y.I 

(Because of the outstanding success of the 
Fortieth Anniversary Reunion of the Class 
of 1916, as one of the events connected with 
the 1956 graduation exercises in May of this 
year, the University Administration is con­
sidering whether this occasion, so happy for 
all concerned, might not be repeated in 1957 
and in succeeding years, as Mrs. Swadell's 
letter suggests. Graduates of 1917 are invited 
to send their views on this matter to Arthur 
Sager, Executive Secretary, Alumni Office, 
Brock Hall. I—Ed. 
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