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Here's your chance to have Marantz quality at a 
budget price! We're offering the superb MAR
ANTZ MODEL 2220 receiver with over 40 watts 
RMS and the famous Marantz 3-year warranty. For 
excellent reproduction of your records there's the 
P.E. MODEL 3012 auto turntable with a SHURE 
magnetic cartridge. But this quality would be 
wasted unless the speakers were able to produce 
the deep bass and clear high frequencies you'd ex
pect from top-rated equipment. So we've chosen 
the MDS MODEL 1250 to complete our system, 
with a large 12" woofer and 3" tweeter. All this 
for $499? 

556 SEYMOUR ST. 
PHONE 682-6144 

BUY YOUR COLOR FROM A SOUND DEALER 
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President's Message 
This is a very special year for the University of British 
Columbia. This year is the sixtieth anniversary of UBC 
and also the year of retirement of Dr. Walter H. Gage as 
president of the university. 

President Gage has been a skilled university adminis
trator — for years a resourceful dispenser of scholarships, 
bursaries and loans — but it is as a superb teacher of 
mathematics that many of us remember him most fondly 
and gratefully. We are all pleased that he will continue to 
teach at UBC in the future. 

In addition, Chief Justice Nathan Nemetz's term as 
chancellor comes to an end. He has given outstanding 
service to the university in many capacities, including a 
term as president of the alumni association. The new 
chancellor, Donovan Miller, and the new president, Dr. 
Douglas Kenny, are eminently qualified for their tasks and 
we wish them well in their terms of office. 

Over the years your alumni association has played an 
increasingly larger role in promoting and assisting in the 
well-being of UBC and generally advancing the cause of 
higher education in British Columbia. The alumni have 
direct representation on the board of governors and senate 
as constituted under the new Universities Act. This year 
close to $100,000 will be provided for scholarships and 
bursaries by the Alumni Fund. 

As each newly elected alumni president and board of 
management take office, new issues must be faced and new 
challenges met. This year your association proposes to 
work towards the establishment of a UBC Speakers 
Bureau through which community organizations will be 
able to call upon members of the faculty and administra
tion to speak on various topics. Your board of manage
ment also plans to explore the feasibility of an alumni 
vacation centre. Such centres have been in operation, with 
marked success, in several parts of the United States. The 
purpose would be to provide an inexpensive family vaca
tion opportunity for alumni and their families to stay on 
campus during the summer months for a period of approx
imately a week to ten days and to take part in a wide variety 
of activities. 

Another area for examination by your board of man
agement may well be the level of academic standards of the 
B.C. public school system. The Academic Board of B.C., 
an advisory body under the old Universities Act, now 
replaced by the Universities Council, in its final report 
expressed grave concern over the lack of uniformity in 
academic standards and curricula in British Columbia. 
According to the Academic Board, students are entering 
the colleges and universities unprepared in certain areas of 
the traditional curriculum of each discipline. The problem 
is compounded in first year courses because students from 
different school districts have different gaps in their 
background knowledge. 

Many of our association members are becoming 
alarmed at the academic standards within the public school 
system and the time seems to be at hand when our associa
tion should strive to give all the support it can to improving 
them. 

I would like to congratulate those members of the board 
of management who have won re-election as well as those 
candidates elected for the first time. We are all proud of our 
university and we hope to serve it well. 

l<P^t Kenneth L. Brawner 
President 
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We feel we can speak for all alumni when we 
express our profound gratitude to our retiring 
president. Walter Gage has served the 
University of British Columbia as a 
distinguished professor of mathematics, dean, 
acting president and president. Generations of 
students have crowded his classrooms and 
many have good reason to feel that his 
kindness and consideration prepared them for 
the world they were to face. He stands as one 
of our university's most beloved presidents 
and we are delighted that he will remain as a 
professor of mathematics where his teaching 
will continue to benefit the students who attend 
his classes, freshly demonstrating every year 
why he received the first Master Teacher 
award at UBC. 

Dr. Douglas Kenny takes office as our 
new president on July 1 st, 1975. He has been 
a distinguished professor of psychology and a 
very able dean of arts. He has served as 
president of the Faculty Association and now 
he will serve as president for all segments of 
our university community. His commitment to 
justice is profound and in these difficult and 
complex times he will need that commitment 
and all his experience and great abilities to 
expand our university's future role. We are 
confident that in this great task he will have the 
support of everyone at the University of British 
Columbia. 

NATHAN T. NEMETZ, 
CHANCELLOR, 
1972-75 

DONOVAN MILLER, 
CHANCELLOR, 
1975-

Douglas T. Kenny 





Changing House 
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to Verb 
Self-help Housing Comes to Campus 

Clive Cocking 

Thomas Crapper has a lot to answer for. 
Undoubtedly he thought himself a 
clever fellow on that day back in the late 
19th century when he heaved a sigh of 
relief and pulled the plunger on the 
world's first really successful flush 
toilet. But look where that development 
has got us. consider the costs and com
plexities it has imposed on us. The miles 
and miles of sewage lines, the septic 
tanks, the water pollution, the treat
ment plants, the taxes, the plumbers — 
and. for God's sake, that horrendous 
whoooshing noise. It is, perhaps, only 
natural justice that a truncated form of 
his name has become synonymous with 
things shoddy, tacky and vile. 

The flush toilet today is an absurdity. 
Worse than that, it is an absurdity within 
an absurdity — the (so-called) modern 
house. Both are glaring examples of 
misdirected, inadequate, outdated 
technology. Our houses are wasteful of 
land, materials and energy resources — 
not to mention financial resources. In 
construction, they're both unbelievably 
primitive and maddeningly complex. 
And they are rigid, inflexible boxes, not 
amenable to change to suit the chang
ing life-styles of the people who live in 
them. 

The flush toilet is to the house, what 
the automobile is to the city. Increas

ingly an anachronism and a liability. If 
we are ever to improve our cities as 
livable environments, we must use bet
ter technology. 

It's not as though the technology isn't 
there: it is. but the difficulty has been in 
mustering the means and the will to use 
it effectively. But three recent UBC 
grads — community planner. Bruce 
Fairbairn, MA'74, Charles Haynes, 
BArch'74 and Robbie Smith. BASc'75 
— have at least come up with an impres
sive proposal for breaking out of the 
bonds of conventionality in housing — a 
proposal that may not only have sig
nificant impact on our style of housing, 
but also on our style of university edu
cation. 

An outgrowth of Charles Haynes' 
graduating thesis, it 's called the 
Design-Build System (or self-help hous
ing) and it's an amazingly simple con
struction system, using existing man
ufactured components, which will ena
ble ordinary people, themselves, to de
sign and build their own cheap, flexible, 
ecologically-sensitive housing. 

Significantly, the legacy of Thomas 
Crapper has no place in this new style of 
housing. But that doesn't mean the out
house is due for a comeback: the plans 
call for use of a Swedish-designed, 
locally-manufactured, waterless toilet 

7 



DiscoverGracious 
Living amidst an 
English Country 
Garden 
Less than 30 minutes from Granville & Georgia 

C f v ou must see it to believe it! Osterley 
^JL^Park has recaptured the style and grace 
ot Olde England with elegant townhouses and 
acres of landscaped grounds that would even 
impress Shakespeare himself. 
Two floor plans of over 1,600 sq. ft. each are 
offered and room by room you'll be impressed 
by the spaciousness of the Oxford and Gresham 
suites. Truly great value with unique character 
that sets them apart from any others. 

Although the traditional exteriors express a 
classical period, the interiors feature all the 
conveniences for modern living. Much winter 
relaxation can be enjoyed around the floor-to-
ceiling natural stone fireplace. While summer 
days can be spent outside on the patio, where 
trees and shrubs form a natural courtyard... 
private from the street and neighbours. The 
spacious living and dining rooms also overlook 

this green area. And from every room you 
can observe the changing moods of the sea
sons through real leaded windows. 

Nothing was spared in creating the beautiful 
English country garden. You'll find babbling 
brooks flowing under quaint bridges and water
falls splashing down into sparkling lakes. Over 
500 trees of many varieties surround this para
dise, some reaching over 40 feet. Many of the 
birch trees are nearly 30 years old. Flowers, 
shrubs and vines are also in abundance. 

Set within this natural park, you'll find the 
exclusive country club, to which you receive 
full ownership with the purchase of one of our 
townhouses. It's completely equipped with a 
wide range of recreational facilities including 
saunas, whirlpool and large heated pool. If less 
active relaxation is desired, you can enjoy the 
informal atmosphere of the billiard and card 

lounges. While in the master lounge, you'll find 
the focus of attention is the massive natural 
stone fireplace. For the keen hobbyist or handy
man a fully equipped workshop is provided. 
A resident caretaker is also on hand at all times. 

Evening relaxation can be enjoyed on the 
country club patio which overlooks the lakes 
and streams and where attractive exterior 
lighting highlights the trees and lake fountains. 

For the ultimate in adult living, visit 
Osterley Park today, you'll find it really 
provides a new measure of living, both in
side and out! 
Prices range from mid $ 7 0 ' s 

Show homes open: 
Monday-Friday: 1 p.m.-9 p.m. 
Saturday/Sunday: 12 p.m.-6 p.m. 

Another exclusive development by CAPLAN 
TOWNHOUSE CONDOMINIUMS 
No. 3 and Saunders Roads, Richmond 



that uses electricity and bacteria to de
compose wastes. That's just one exam
ple of a basic key to the system — the 
use of the latest available technology. 

The housing is to be of post-and-beam 
construction using manufactured, insu
lated plywood panels for floors and 
walls. No nails are used: it's held to
gether with bolts and other fasteners 
and so is easily erected, modified and 
dismantled. The system calls for com
ponents to be light enough for two 
people to handle them. The result is. 
according to Haynes, that two rela
tively handy people could build a two 
bedroom, 1,000 square foot house in a 
week, at a cost of $15,000 (that's $15 a 
square foot compared to $30 to $40 for 
conventional houses) including basic 
appliances. 

"The house in our society is a con
sumer item and it's an investment, it's 
something people buy for profit." said 
Charles Haynes. "But outside the in
dustrialized world most people build 
their own homes out of local materials 
— and we believe the technology is 
there to allow us to do the same. What 
we're doing is bringing those pre-
industrial values back into our indus
trialized society." 

"We're changing the house from a 
noun toa verb — the house as process," 
said Bruce Fairbairn. "What happens 
now when you buy a house is that when 
you move in all you can do is hang pic
tures on the walls, maybe paint them a 
different colour and stick your furniture 
around. Here, we're saying that one of 
the basic functions of human beings 
should be to build their own dwellings, 
to get involved with what it means to 

have a shelter. If you do, it becomes 
something you created, it becomes a 
home." 

The group has submitted an official 
UBC student request to the $100 million 
Canadian Urban Demonstration Pro
ject fund for financial support to build a 
pilot project of 40 units for UBC stu
dents, faculty and staff on four acres of 
land near Acadia Camp. The projects to 
be approved by the fund are intended to 
provide the foundation for Canada's 
participation in the United Nations 
Conference on Human Settlements 
(Habitat'76) to be held in Vancouver in 
the spring of 1976 — an international 
conference for discussion and demon
stration of new answers to urban 
problems. 

Significantly, the topic of self-help 
housing is already on the official prog
ram ot the non-governmental organi
zations conference to be held in con
junction with Habitat '76. A large 
number of experts in the field are al
ready planning to attend. The U BC pro
ject could provide something of an on-
site field laboratory for the visitors. 

The UBC request, after a recent revi
sion of costs, is for $495,000 in support. 
Central Mortgage and Housing Cor
poration is being asked to underwrite 
the bulk of this — $420,000 in construc
tion costs — in mortgage funds which 
will be paid back out of rents. The fed
eral Ministry of State for Urban Affairs, 
according to Haynes, has been asked to 
assume responsibility for the remaining 
$75,000 (for site preparation, design-
build workshop, evaluation report and 
contingencies) — although the group 
has also suggested that the B.C. gov
ernment share in this cost. The request 
is now in the hands of top-level officials 
in Ottawa. 

The proposal has gone into the 
bureaucratic mill with wide university 
support. It is, in fact, an official pro
posal of the Alma Mater Society, which 
underwrote its preparation, and it has 
the approval of the U BC board of gov
ernors as a UBC urban demonstration 
project — as well as the backing of key 
architecture faculty. 

Dr. Robert Macleod, director of the 
school of architecture, believes it's 
"well worth pursuing" and sees particu
lar merit in the learning potential for 
architecture students in self-help hous
ing. "I think the value will be more in 
the lessons to be learned and in the reac
tions of the people involved, rather than 
in any magic with the system itself." 

Assistant professor of architecture 
Dino Rapanos, who will conduct a tuto
rial in self-help housing for the particip
ants if the project goes ahead, finds the 
most exciting potential to lie in the pos
sibility that people could design and 
build their own homes — a direction 
architecture may increasingly take in fu
ture. 

"There 's a mystique about building 
homes," he said. "On the one hand, 
there's the artsy-fartsy thing where the 
architect goes off somewhere and 
creates wonders and, on the other, you 
have the speculator-builder who grinds 
out jerry-built boxes. This proposal 
gives you an opportunity to say what 
kind of living space you want." 

While it's an idea that is likely to ap
peal to many frustrated homeowners 
today, it already appears to have eli
cited enthusiasm from students chafing 
at the restrictions of existing campus 
residences. A self-help housing concept 
display in the Student Union Building 
last fall attracted favourable comments 
from about 100 students who evidently 
want to create their own life-styles 
rather than have them imposed. 

While believing in university people 
living together, I have found that con
ventional residences have a tendency to 
inhibit individuality, David Martin of 
Totem Park wrote on a card. 

I'm looking for a more adult, less 
structured, more socially-comfortable 
type of residence, wrote Lome Cher-
nochan of the Gage residence. 

After two years of living in Place Van-
ier, I would prefer a residence environ
ment that encourages responsibility on 
the part of its residents, said Michael 
Gibbs. 

It would be fine to live in a quiet place 
that your hands helped build, said Kurt 
and Alton Cehak of Gage residence. 

Underthe self-help housing proposal, 
a mix of about 100 students, faculty and 
staff would be able to develop housing 
for their own life styles. One person 
might like to live alone in his or her own 
350-square foot house; a group of five 
might like to live together; a couple 
might like a house with no interior walls 



H.A. Roberts 
Gallery of Homes 

5663 W. Boulevard 
Vancouver, B.C. 

Interested in buying or 
selling real estate 
in Vancouver? 

For advice and assistance 
without high pressure 
salesmanship, call me 
anytime. 

Joan Bentley 
224-0255 Res. 
266-9131 Bus. 

Summer 
Program 
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Field trips into history and 
marine ecology, workshops in 
creative writing — in drawing, 
pottery, fabric, photography 
and sculpture. 

Seventy-four opportunities 
to discover and express 
yourself. 

Centre for Continuing 
Education, 

The University of British 
Columbia 
Vancouver V6T1W5 228-2181 
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and be mad about skylights. But, to be
gin, all participants will be required to 
first make a scale model, working with 
Prof. Rapanos' design tutorial where 
expert advice will be available to ensure 
structural soundness. This process is 
also expected to serve as a weeding-out 
of the less strongly committed. 

Although each unit will be designed 
differently, they will all use the same 
system and components, with the basic 
cutting to size being done in a campus 
design-build workshop. The post-and-
beam structure is to be bolted on cement 
foundation blocks or IO-by-eight-inch 
"treated" beams, eliminating the need 
for expensive basement excavations. 
Variations of uniform four-by-eight-
foot insulated plywood panels are to be 
used for floors, walls and roof, covered 
with special plywood shingles. 

The services for each unit will only be 
water, electricity, media (cable TV, 
telephone) and waste water. There will 
only be cold water pipes in the house as 
hot water will be provided near the 
faucets by instant electric hot water dis
pensers (now in use in Europe). Heating 
will be by individual electric wall 
panels, eliminating costly duct systems, 
and wiring will be in convenient wall 
cavities. The waterless electric toilet 
will eliminate the need for sewage lines 
and waste water from sinks and baths 
will be cleaned in an accumulator and 
allowed to drain naturally. Windows, 
doors, skylights, and stair units will be 
locally available industrialized items. 

If the project receives government 
financial support, it's planned that the 
first 20 units would be completed in time 
for the opening of Habitat'76 next 
spring, with the other 20 units to be built 
during the conference. In this way, 
Haynes believes they will be able to 
dramatically demonstrate the possibil
ity of ordinary people using indus
trialized components to create — and 
change — their own housing. Indus
trialized housing does not have to be 
uniform or inflexible, he maintains. 

"Standardization and uniformity of 
design are not the result of industrializa
tion, they're the result of the elimination 
of the individual from the process," said 
Haynes. "Housing that you build your
self becomes an externalization of your 
own consciousness, like your clothing. 
It could be that, as you change, a time 
will come when your house is intolera
ble. This system allows you to change 
your house very simply and do it your
self." 

On completion, it would be a 
cooperatively-managed, pedestrian-
oriented, ecologically-sensitive com
munity set off in the trees by Acadia 
Camp, on land made available by the 
university. There would be no roads, 
parking would be on the fringe, and the 
units (housing one to five people each) 
would be linked by walkways, saving 35 
per cent on land use. Each resident 
would separate his or her own garbage 
(paper, organic, glass, plastics, metals) 
for recycling and bring it to a central 
pick-up. Students would pay about $100 
a month rent (which includes utilities, 
administration, amortization), while fa
culty and staff would pay a (to-be-
established) higher figure. Ideally, said 
Haynes. the entire complex (or indi
vidual units if. as seems possible, a 
rent-to-buy arrangement was estab
lished) should be able to be dismantled 
and removed without leaving massive 
scars on the land. 

While the proposal is directed initially 
at providing university housing, 
Haynes believes that, with modification 
of building regulations, the system 
could ultimately be used for single fam
ily houses, condominiums and coopera
tive apartments in the community. Al
ready, the UBC group, on invitation, 
has outlined the concept to a Hare 
Krishna community near Osoyoos and 
to two housing workshops of the Union 
of B.C. Indian Chiefs. Haynes and 
Fairbaim are. in addition, making a 
model of a traditional Nootka long-
house to illustrate how the Indian 
people could use the system to build 
their own style of housing. The system 
seems particularly adapted for housing 
for isolated regions, or for cooperative 
groups. 

But on campus, if the project receives 
the awaited financing, it could eventu
ally become the base for a continuing 



interdisciplinary research and living-
learning experiment. At a minimum it 
could be an important educational facil
ity for architecture students, preparing 
them for what appears to be their emerg
ing new role as advisers and coor
dinators. Haynes and Fairbairn argue 
that it could be a centre where faculty 
and students could combine theory and 
practice in a wide-ranging assault on 
urban problems. 

Engineers and architects, they 
suggest, could use the continually-
evolving self-help housing centre to 
test, for example, new structural de
signs, the effectiveness of lightweight 
sulphur blocks for walls and various 
types of solar heat panels. Architecture, 
engineering, resource ecology, and 
planning faculty and students could 
combine to design an "energy regenera
tive eco-house". Living conditions in 
housing of different designs and den
sities could be studied by environmen
tal psychology, planning and sociology 
students and faculty. It's an open sys
tem, said Haynes, and over time it can 
change with new ideas from the univer
sity community and new technology 
from industry. 

"But the essence of the project." he 
said, "is that UBC would become the 
hub of research, development and ex
perimentation in self-help housing using 
the resources of the university. And the 
results of that work would be made av
ailable to the community." 

lt is at this stage — now that the 
Urban Demonstration Project has al
ready funded some proposals — a big 
question whether the U BC proposal has 
high enough priority to receive federal 
financing. The possibility is there, and it 
worries the UBC self-help housing 
group, that the proposal may not be 
considered to have enough national ap
plication. And so as a kind of hedge on 
their bets, they have approached the 
provincial department of housing for 
possible support, since that department 
has shown great interest in low-cost 
housing and in cooperative housing. But 
so far the response from senior officials 
has not been encouraging. 

"With this first pilot project at 
UBC," said Fairbairn, "we're offering 
the provincial government a great 
chance to take the product of university 
academics and put it into practice out in 
the community. This is what they've 
been bitching about for a couple of years 
now — and here's a chance to do it." 

By no means all the new ideas gener
ated at the university should be con
signed to gather dust in theses, reports 
and books on library shelves. Self-help 
housing, or some version of it, is one 
that needs to be tried out in real life.n 

Former Chronicle editor, Clive Cock
ing, is a free-lance writer and broadcas
ter in Vancouver. 
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