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still on track 
MURRAYVILLE - The owners of 
the proposed Gloucester industrial 
park in north Aldergrove will have 
another six months to come up 
with more concrete plans for the 
development. This will include the 
posting of guarantees worth some 
$5-million that the necessary ser­
vice infrastructure will be 
completed. 

Municipal councilors here this 
week gave final apporval to two 
bylaws that will allow for the first 

phase of the 243-hectare (640-acre) 
development to proceed as soon as 
the conditions are met, 

Bylaws were first approved in 
1986, but the six-month deadline 
for a start of the project ran out 
earlier this year. Bylaws approved 
this week amount to a further 
six-month extension. 

A spokesman for the company 
said recently that they are working 
"very hard and diligently" to get 
the first phase off the ground. 
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Langley airport 
'sadly neglected' 
MURRAYVILLE - It would help to 
have a manager at Langley's 
municipal airport, says Aid. Muriel 
Arnason. 

She has been asking her fellow 
councilors for several years to 
advertise the position and appoint a 
manager. 

But municipal administrator Jim 
Godfrey says it wouldn't serve 
much of a purpose until councilors 
have decided on what direction 
future development at the airport 
should take. 

Aldermen have appointed an 
architectural consulting firm to 
come up with ideas. Arnason says 
enough studies have been done in 
the past to fill a library. The 
newest study by ARCOP-NAPA 
Airport Planning Architecture will 
cost about $37,600. 

Aid. John Rennie says the local 
airport has been "sadly neglected" 
in the past. Arnason says a new 
study won't make the difference. 
Money should be spent on conrete 
improvements, she says. 

The kids may tell you that 
"skateboarding's radical" but 
it surely couldn't match the 
adrenalin rush of walking on 
the wings of the duelling 
Wacos, piloted by perrenial 
Abbotsford Air Show favorites 
Jim Franklin and Eliot Cross. 

The sport has been around for 
decades but this team keeps 
taking it to new heights -- last 
weekend, for the first time 
ever, wing-walkers Johnny Ka-
zian and Lori Ross passed a 
baton while passing each other 
in the sky. 

This year's event exceeded all 
expectations, with well over 
200,000 in attendance and no 
traffic problems or serious 
injuries over the three days. Air 
show officials are delighted and 
deserve a pat on the back for a 
Job well done. 

Bridge funding is a 
big disappointment 
MURRAYVILLE - A township 
alderman is "disappointed" that 
the provincial government only will 
kick in $80,000 toward the cost of a 
new bridge across the Salmon 
River at Trinity Western Univer­
sity. 

The bridge is estimated to cost 
$400,000 to construct. 

Aid. John Scholtens said Mon­
day night he agreed with Aid. 
Muriel Arnason that the $320,000 

GRAN'S LETTER STIRS EMOTIONS 

Councilors fire off retort 
MURRAYVILLE - They appeared 
to have been stewing about it for 
two weeks, and Monday night it 
boiled to the surface. 

"Politicians should not criticize 
each other in public, began Aid. 
John Scholtens, and then it was a 
free-for-all involving Scholtens, 
Aid. Patrick Boyle, acting mayor 
Len Fowler, and absent local MLA 
Carol Gran. 

Charges and counter charges 
were hurled back and forth across 
council chambers concluding in 
Scholtens asserting that Gran had 
used "language not becoming of an 
MLA, in public." 

It all began when Gran sent a 
letter to The Star criticizing her 
former council colleagues for not 
approving of the Jim Goodbrand 
residential subdivision at North 
Otter. 

In an emotional letter to Mayor 
Elford Nundal and council, Gran 
urged the Langley aldermen to 
reconsider their rejection of the 
Goodbrand development "or 
Langley,'Will.'end up.a haven for 

'fast buck' and uncaring opportun­
ists." Excerpts of the letter were 
printed in the July 30 issue of The 
Star. 

Scholtens suggested Gran's cri­
ticism had been applied 
"mischievously". He proposed a 
letter be fired back to Victoria. 

But, said Boyle, such a letter 
would be "the worst public rela­
tions imaginable." 

Boyle then launched into a 
renewed defence of the proposed 
Goodbrand development and 
chastised his collegues for not 
having embraced this "finest 
residential development in our 
community". 

He suggested several aldermen 
had been scared off by public 
sentiment at an official hearing and 
nervously had chosen to turn down 
the proposal. 

"We have zoning, and we have 
planning, and it should be the 
'same game' for all (developers)," 
shot back Scholtens. "And at least 
four councilors felt that problems 
should be resolved,v(b.efore,' 

approval)." 
Neighbors of the proposed sub­

division had brought forward a long 
list of concerns at the public 
hearing and aldermen Scholtens, 
John Rennie, Muriel Amason and 
Aubrey Searle thought the argu­
ments weighty enough to turn 
down final approval of the develop­
ment. 

Acting mayor, Len Fowler said 
he was "not prepared" to accept 
Scholtens' demand for a letter 
addressed to Gran. "What will it 
achieve to chastise the MLA 
publicly?" he asked. 

An alderman pointed out that 
this had already been done by 
about half an hour of harangueing 
in public. Councilors voted three to 
two in favor of the letter of reply. 

Scholtens said Gran was off base 
by criticizing councilors and im­
plying that they were stifling 
development in Langley. 

"All I say is that legitimate 
developments are encouraged," he 
said. "It should be the same 
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difference is too high a price to pay. 
The senior government should 

contribute more than 20 percent, 
and the university should also be 
expected to pay their share, 
Scholtens said. 

Amason said spending local 
taxpayers money on the project 
should "come second" to provi­
ding necessary services in Langley 
such as municipal water and 
sewers. 

Councilors were also told that 
there is no danger of the present 
University Lane bridge falling 
down, as is the case with the bridge 
spanning West Creek on River 
Road. 

Pressured by fanners and bus­
inessmen in Glen Valley, councilors 
have decided to do interim repairs 
to this bridge costing some $7,500 
to $10,000. The bridge could then 
be reopened to two-way traffic until 
a new relocated bridge could be 
built. Weight restrictions on the 
West Creek bridge have limited its 
use to one-way traffic for the past 
two years. Truckers also have been 
instructed to carry lighter loads. 

Municipal administrator Jim 
Godfrey said engineers hope to 
have plans for temporary repairs 
finished this week and construction 
of a new crossing started later this 
year. 

In the meantime, councilors will 
appeal to the two local MLA's for 
more government money toward 
the two bridge projects. 

Agriculture 
alternatives 
considered 
VANCOUVER - University of Bri­
tish Columbia agriculture resear­
chers have received $250,000 from 
the federal-provincial agriculture 
agreement to study cereal produc­
tion in the Fraser Valley as a means 
of combating soil degradation 
(erosion, compaction) and increa­
sing farmer profits. 

Joint 50-50 funding for the 
project was announced by federal 
Agriculture Minister John Wise 
and B.C. Minister of Agriculture 
and Fisheries John Savage. The 
funds are provided under AROSA, 
the federal-provincial Agri-food 
Regional Devlopment Subsidiary 
Agreement. 

Using test sites in Agassiz, 
Chilliwack and Delta, researchers 
will conduct.trials and demonstrate 
the benefits of rotating crops, 
over-wintering crops (as a cover), 
double-cropping to increase crop 
intensity, converting under-utilized 
land to grain cash crops and 
changing land use to cereal produc­
tion. . 

These measures are aimed at 
improving the quality of the land 
and the profitability of farmers in 
south coastal B.C. by increasing 
their use of the land through more 
flexible production systems. 

"This area holds some of the 
most productive land in the country 
and it is well worth our efforts to 
preserve it for future generations," 
said Wise. 
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