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Lait i 

It was false alarm when re­
ported by this paper last week 
teat the millrate ta Langley 
district would only get a small 
nudge upwards this year. 

The millrate will not go up 
a symbolical .75, it wUl shoot 
UP with an 8.22 increase from 
71.14 to 79.36. 

There were mixed feelings 
about tiie increase when coun-
cU first met in committee Mon­
day forenoon, and later in the 
S i n open meeting when the 

cials had had tee time to 
think it over and reassess their 
morning decision. 

Not happy:*. 
Finance chairman Aid. Art 

Brooks wasn't too happy about 
-what he called a "dramatic in­
crease/ ' although feUow coun­
cilman Aid. Dan Kitsul sug­
gested that "it's not going to 
Mil anybody." 

How much does it mean ta 
cold CABh outlay from the aver-

WeU, according to clerk Der­
ek Doubleday; "With an average 
assessment of 10,000 it means 
$80,1 guess." 

fc*ltboUt r ight ' 
The millrate announcement 

w|8 accepted with "regret" 
by Mayor George Preston and 
with' a •'frown5 fay Aid. Jbc* 
Lindsay. 

"But I cant see how you 
can do otherwise," Preston as­
sured Brooks. 

And witebdkitag costs up 25 
per cent last year, Preston said, 
it was perhaps not too bad with 
tiite 11.5 per cent inrease in 
the tax base structure. 

"With tee seasonal adjust­
ment I guess it is just about 
right," he suggested. 

And what wtil the taxpayer 
get for the extra money? 

Okay, for about six mills 
(or $60 additional taxes for 
the average properly owner) 
he wUl get about five mUes of 
road reconstruction. Other­
wise, nothing extraordinary. 

Taxes up 9% 
A survey of councUmen's per­

sonal properties, and the affect 
the boosted millrate will have 
on their taxes, shows increases 

s millrate upped by 11.5 per cent 
averaging about nine percent. 

Two other examples. 
An average 5-acre lot of bare 

land assessed in 1974 at 6,750 
paid a net tax of $180.20 last 
year. The 8.22 mUl increase 
teis. year brings taxes to 
$585.69. 

And an average size resident­
ial lot, assessed at 1,320 plus 
8,070 for improvements (dwel­
ling) last year paid taxes (after 
$200 home owners grant and $30 
school tax removal grant) of 
$363.73. R tee assessment 
hasn't been increased since last 
year, in 1975 that owner wUl 
pay $394.31. ~ 

PRIORITY'S THE ANSWER 

Official sees health hazard 
ALDERGROVE -Finally it looks 
Uke relief to in sight for ef­
fluent - troubled residents of 
the subdivisions on 28 A, 28 B, 
29 Avenues and 266 A Street 

A letter to Langley district 
council front medical health 
officer Dr. Arthur Bailey called 
for tee subdivisions being given 
first priority of being included 
ta an expanded sewage collect­
ion system. 

". . .. The escape of ef­
fluent to tee road ditches re­
presents a potential health ha­
zard to the residents of this 
area," Bailey's letter stated ta 
part'..' 

Aid. Dan Kitsul, who has 
tried a couple of times to get 
councU to give tee green light 
to an immediate inclusion of 
tbe area into the sewered dis­
trict, gave it another go. 

But other councillors were 
content to follow Bailey's re­
commendation to tiie letter and 
give tee area ''priority''. 

A short time ago when Kitsul 
last tried to solve tee problem 
tee way Alexander solved tee 
Gordian Knot, Preston assured 
him teat if tee health depart­
ment would call for immedtote 
action the problem would have 
solved itself. 

Chugging hat may through snow 
storm and. ice floes coming 
down from tee cold interior, 
valiant little car ferry 
T'Laguma leaves Albion for 

another journey across mighty 
Fraaer River to McMillan 
Island and traffic waiting at 
Fort Langley terminal. 
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AGAINST INTOLERABLE CONDITIONS 

band together 
LANGLE* - The 
for a group of businessmen on 
Fraser Highway, between Lang­
ley and Aldergrove, asked for 
a bejter deal from local and 
senior government when "he ap­
peared before councU in Mur-
rayvUle Monday afternoon. 
, Art Paul, of Permanent Pole, 
said, the Fraser Highway. Pro-

MORE ABOUT 

Red (light) district 
MURRAYVILLE - Mayor Geo­
rge Preston's councU here re­
ceived a letter Monday after­
noon addressed to "The coutt-
CU, Dear Sirs and Madam." 

"That makes you guys pro­
stitutes if Pm the madam," 
Preston said, once again glee­
fully lording it over his ob­
stinate councillors and sub­
ordinates. 

There is no elected official' 
of tee female gender on Lang­
ley district council. Never has 

LOST AND FOUND 
ULM, Germany - The city's 

lost-end-found bureau said today 
-that articles brought to its office 
during 1974 included 284 brass­
ieres, 113 pairs of panties, four 
pigs, an 18-foot- long motor-
boat, and a $170 season ticket 
to a brothel. -

been,. 
In other business, Preston 

was accosted fay friendly,foe 
George Rasmussen who de­
manded to 'mow if the mayor 
had made specific reference 
to him in his inaugural speech 
of one week ago. ... 

W this speech Preston made 
reference to the danger of com­
munist infiltration in Langley 
and maybe even on councU. 

Preston said he had not 
Rasmussen said teat wis just 

as well, since tee only true 
communists were "coUectors 
of taxes and phony salesmen." 

He then bluntly went on to 
proclaim Preston, himself, a 
communist. 

"I'll second teat motion," 
said Aid. JOck Lindsay with a 
satanical smile, anxiously grab­
bing tee opportunity to get back 
at the mayor. 

perty Owners Association re­
presents some 30-odd busi­
nesses between MurrayvUle and 
264 Street, doing a total com-

. btaed business of about $2.3-
mUUon a year and employing 
some 250 full-time workers. 

Panl complained about re­
strictions imposed fay land use 
contracts, which he said cost 
association members "mHlions 
of dollars" ta direct losses. 

He said the restrictions im­
posed on non-conforming pro­
perties were "excessively re­
strictive" and conditions "in­
tolerable" and teat the busi­
nessmen along tee 'non-indust­
rial .and non-commercial zoned 
highway stretch never had been 
adequately considered. 

The businesses, of various 
type, and nature along the Fras­
er Highway, have been ester 
Wished and operated without 
any trouble for years, until a 

couple of years ago- When tee 
district brought ta a new zon­
ing bylaw, followed in rapid 
succession by provincial land 
freeze and agricultural land 
reserve commission rulings. 

These government intervent­
ions not only put a halt to the 
establishment of new commer­
cial enterprises along the strip, 
but also put severe restrictions 
on long-established firms. 

Not being forced out immedi­
ately, these companies were 
aUowed to remain on tee cond­
itions as laid out in Langley 
land use contracts. They cannot 

• expand, nor eta they be trans­
ferred to new owners. 

Paul asked that councU ap­
point three aldermen to meet 
with association representa­
tives in an attempt to solve 
the businessmen's problems. 

"It's not our argument any­

more," said Mayor George 
Preston, hastily shitting all re-
sponsibUity onto the provincial 
land use commission. 

' W r e talking out of tee jur­
isdiction of this councU." 

Preston admitted though that 
he himself wouldn't want to 
operate a commercial enter­
prise under non-conforming 
conditions Uke those imposed 
upon the FHPOA complainant*. 

This softened tee approach. 
Three aldermen volunteered 

to serve on the requested com­
mittee, although one of them 
painted out that "we don't want 
to guarantee any results." 

Paul said this was really .ill 
the association wanted. ' 

"We come really as friends, 
trying for a constructive ap­
proach," he said. 

Aid. Jock Lindsay, RalphBar-
icheUo and Art Brooks made 
up the committee. 

Interest shown in centre 
ALDERGROVE - A Langley 
councU committee to still ne­
gotiating with various groups 
here for the purchase of apiece 
of park land which could even­
tually become the site of a 
community centre. 

Aid. Art Brooks reported in 
councU Monday afternoon that 
his committee has met with the 
trustees from tiie UnltedChurch 

on .lackman Road, .discussing 
the purchase of acreage pre­
sently owned ly the church oh 
Boundy Road : near tiie high 
school. ••.,.:_,. 

The church is wtiltag to seU 
the land, Brooks said, at an 
appraised value comparable to 

; price paid fay tee school board 
for neightoring property. 
- Brooks said tee committee 

wUlneet again with all interest­
ed groups here to discuss tiie 
proposal on Thursday, Feb­
ruary 6. 

He said there had been great 
interest shown in the proposi­
tion fay various local groups. 

Proposal originated some 
months agofrom the Aldergrove 
Kinsmen's dim." 


