
The people are behind us, Alderman says 
/ < 

"If we petitioned the people 
of Langley, I think we would 
find that we'd have no future 

A day in the life 
of a local politician 

The form eats of 
district couocil 

The weather was moderate to 
cool but tempers hot when Lang
ley district council received 
delegations Monday afternoon. 

Mr. and Mrs. Purcell of 
South Langley were the first 
to elevate the councilmen's 
blood pressure a couple of 
inches, as the opponents 
clashed in combat for nary 
one full hour. It was all about 
who was supposed to pay for 
the construction of a road in
to the Purcell subdivision -
council or the subdividers.The 
two delegates thought it the 
district's responsibility. "Not 
so," said council, "it's yours 
as subdividers." Not so, said 
the Purcells and the see-saw 
battle went on with the de
velopers finally the losers. 
Bitter words exchanged, and 
feelings of extreme disappoint
ment. Incidentally, councU re
cently ruled that no delegation 
be aUowed more than 15 min
utes of time unless by pre
vious appointment, butchivalry 
is not dead in MurrayvUle, and 
councilmen obviously couldn't 
make themselves cut a lady 
short. 

The second delegate was a 
Mr. Stanford who is the owner 
of a plot of land adjacent to 
the Langley airport. And coun
cilmen's blood pressure soon 
received another upward notch. 
Mr. Stanford, it appeared, a 
while back wanted to buUd a 
house on his property but was 
told no go because the pro
posed site was said to be under 
the "flight cone", the low-flight 
right-of-way for landing air
craft. Stanford sued. Stanford 
halted proceedings. Stanford 
checked with the federal Min
istry of Transport. And con
sequently Stanford this time 
produced a M.O.T. map show
ing that, in his words, "I 
could have buUt where I wan
ted." "You didnt give us 
time to solve (the problem)," 
Mayor Preston snapped, "let's 
not play games with each 
other." And Aid. Ralph Bari
cheUo added that "we gave 
him (Stanford) information like 
we had it." 

CouncU decided to check if 
and why the M.O.T. maps did
n't correspond with their own. 

But Stanford persisted. He 
was now also going to buUd 
a warehouse on one of his 
three five-acre lots, and needed 
electricity installed, and since 
the service wiring, because of 
the flight cone, would have 
to be done underground, he 
thought this to be the muni
cipality's responsibility. Mr. 
Schaeffer from B.C. Hydro, 
thought so too, he said, and, 
by the way the cost would be 
between $8,000 and $10,000. 

Is that so? was the reaction 
of councU, but we don't think 
Mr. Schaeffer wUl think the 
same way after we talk to 
him! 

Stanford too, left a bitter 
man, and BaricheUo then 
mused, "This councU is not 
in favor of buUding roads for 
subdividers, and is, I think, 
certainly not going to install 
hydro for property owners." 

Who's next? 
Mr. Fair presented himself 

with what, fortunately, turned 
out to be a minor problem. 
"Welcome, Mr. Fair," said 
Preston, I hope you'll findyour 
visit a pleasant experience." 
"Something different alright," 
came the laconic answer. 

And Ken Grant of Beaver 
Plumbing was granted a re
newal of his business licence 
for the shop located at Fraser 
Highway and Otter Road. "I 
figured you hadda say yes once 
in a whUe," said Grant. 

hunting (in the district) at all," 
Aid. Gary Smith said Monday 
afternoon. 

"I think we have taken a 
responsible stand," he said. 

Smith's remarks foUowed 
councU discussion of a letter 
received from G.A. West, of 
the provincial fish and wild
life branch. 

The letter, in response to 
municipal talks of an almost 
complete hunting ban in the 
district, objected to the limi

tation of shotgun shells to a 
maximum size of 4 (bird pel
lets). 

West's letter said he real
ized this was aimed at the elim
ination of deer hunting, but 
this was "the last thing that 
Langley required at this time." 

The game official stated that 
Langley has "one of the best 
deer populations withinthecon-
fines of the Fraser VaUey des
pite the urbanization of large 
tracts of deer habitat." 

Lieutenant-Commander Robert 
H. Dykes signs the document 
that puts him in charge of CFB 
Aldergrove, whUe retiring 
Commander BUI Henderson 
looks on. 

Dykes, who „ comes from 
CFHQ Ottawa has been 
33V2 years in the Navy, first 
joining up as a young lad with 
the Royal Navy in Britain in 
1939. He came to Canada in 
1954 and transferred into the 
Royal Canadian Navy. 

The new Commanding Officer 
lives with his wife, Veronica 
and son, Noel, 16, in 
Aldergrove. 

hi his farewell speech to 
the Aldergrove Command, Lt> 
Commander Hendersonthanked 
the men for good company 
morale and for helping buUd 
Aldergrove. 

Henderson has been in com
mand at Aldergrove for the past 
three years. -Star Photo 

Delegation stresses 
human values 

A group of South Otter par
ents clashed with Langley 
school board Monday night, in 
a try to prevent the total phas
ing out of the. community's 
elementary school. 

About 30 parents were pres
ent as a delegation at the reg
ular board meeting and although 
they felt they didn't win any 
decisive victories, in the words 
of a spokesman, "We did drive 
several tanks through a number 
of their (the school board mem
bers) arguments. 

Harry Behman, of 750 Otter 
Rd., said the arguments used 
by the school board in justify
ing the gradual phase out of 
the school were very insub
stantial. "First they moved 
the grade 5 and 6 students to 
Otter school because they said 
we didn't have roomforthem," 

Historical 
materiel sought 

Readers who are, or have 
in the past been connected with 
the Otter Farmers' Institute, 
and who are in the possession 
of pictures or pieces of his
tory worthy of inclusion in a 
Golden Anniversary History of 
the O.FJ. are urged to con
tact the Star. 

If you are in possession of 
such material, please contact 
the newspaper office at 27157 
Fraser Highway, or phone 856-
8303. 

Behman said, "and fine, I went 
along with that. 

"Next they want to move the 
grade 3s and 4s because they 
say we haven't got enough stu
dents at the school. But then 
we say, wait a minute. And 
then we go to ask them if 
they intend to phase out the 
school completely." 

The delegation didn't stop 
the gradual elimination of the 
school, Behman felt, but they 
told the school board members 
that they should consider other 
values than just dollars and 
cents in making decisions of 
this sort. 

"We told them that they would 
be destroying a close-knit com
munity." Behman said. "The 
life of the community of South 
Otter has always centred around 
the school, which has been a 
place where the parents have 
met for fun fairs, school con
certs, and a number of other 
occasions." 

The school trustees also 
argued that it would be better 
for the students to transfer 
to a school with additional 
facilities such as a gymnasium. 

"But we told them we have 
several acres of gymnasium 
right-here at South Otter," 
Behman said. 

He said all of the parents of 
South Otter, if not achieving 
anything else, made the board 
aware that they wanted to keep 
their school. 

He said Langley has an a-
bundance of the species right 
now, and it would create an 
increase in damage complaints 
received from strawberry 
growers and nurseries if the 
deer population, because of to
tal protection through a new 
municipal by-law was allowed 
to increase further. 

Smith, who was the origi
nator of the by-law proposal, 
is, himself, a hunter, but he 
feels that the district has 
reached a stage .population 
wise, where it is outright haz
ardous to human life to allow 
indiscriminate hunting prac
tices to continue. 

Do wo have onything 

worth preserving? 
Langley district councU is 

considering introduction of a 
by-law to protect and preserve 
historic sites. 

An historic buUdings com
mittee has been set up by coun
cU, and in connection with 
Langley 100, next year's cen
tennial, this committee has 
started a search for hitherto 
unrecognized historic buUdings 
and other landmarks. 

CouncU decided Monday af
ternoon to contact the Native 
Sons for ideas as to probable 
sites to preserve, and Aid. An
dy MUne proposed a new by
law whereby it would be an of
fense for anyone, owners in
cluded, to destroy or alter an 
historic site. According to 
such a by-law, similar to reg
ulations enforced throughout 
Europe, it would be up to the 
governing body to decide the 
future of airy preserved monu
mental reminder of the past. 

Now the only question is, 
of course, do we in Langley 
have any undiscovered existing 
historic sites worth pre
serving? 
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Zoning bylaw still under attack 

Council gets once over 
from citizens 

Langley municipality's pro
posed zoning by-law is rapidly 
reaching its final stages prior 
to acceptance. During the af
ternoon and evening delegations 
at councU meetings, almost all 
of the time is now spent ex
changing dialogue on the plan 
with various pressure groups. 

Much time is also being 
spent, during the hours when 
councU is closed to delegations, 
simply hashing over the fine 
points of the plan and its af
fect on the municipality. 

Many groups are, as time 
roUs on, becoming more and 

Fall fair 
wraps up 

The Aldergrove FaU Fair 
is over for another record-
breaking year. FaU Fair pres
ident Charles Haid, has wrap
ped up the exhibition for yet 
another 365 days, and he and 
other fall fair workers are 
busy getting the prizes sorted 
out. Charles Haid and his 
wife, Mary, are trying des
perately to contact the win
ners of the door prizes. 

The exhibits included some 
of the largest melons the Grove 
area has ever produced, a fine 
sprinkling of home baking and 
canned goods, and some fine 
examples of school work and 
needlecraft. 

The total number of entries 
came somewhere near the 
11,000 mark with 500 entries by 
chUdren under 16. The FaU 
Fair takes pride in the fact 
that it gives all juvenile ex-

Continued on page 10 

more heated over the issue. 
A ratepayers group from the 
area of 200th St. and 64th Ave. 
in Langley has been making 
very subdued presentations to 
councU since the introduction 
of the zoning plan some time 
ago. That group has now picked 
up their opposition to the plan, 
pushing councU for an answer 
as to whether or not their wor
ries of an industrial complex 
on their doorstep.wUl be looked 
after. In Mondayevening's mee
ting, Alderman Ralph Bari
cheUo became annoyed with 
this particular group, telling 
them in no uncertain terms 
that he was not going to be 
pushed into making spur of 
the moment decisions. 

The other major group of up
set citizens comes from the 
Fraser HighwaybetweenAlder-
grove and Langley city. Coun
cU has been concerned over 
the tendency for this area to 
become commercial, since be
fore the introduction of the 
zoning plan. The plan attempts 
to solve the problem by zoning 
the area agricultural. Busi
nesses along the Highway, how
ever, want no part of this, 
they feel that councU would be 
destroying them by introducing 
such a law at this time. This 
group went so far as to hire 
legal representation to act as 
their mouthpiece in councU 
chambers. 

The Fraser Highway busi
nessmen have extracted re
peated assurances, before 
hoards of witnesses, that coun
cU does not wish to, and at 
no time wUl run the busines
ses out of that area in one 
fell swoop. They find such 
assurances Inadequate, how-
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