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Abstract 

The London Citizen In Elizabethan Drama. 1590-1620. 

This essay deals with the London c i t i z e n i n 

Elizabethan drama from 1590-1620. In It I have tried' 

to give a picture of the c i t i z e n ' s possession, habits and 

b e l i e f s as they appear In the plays of the period. 

In the Introduction I defined the terms I used, 

defended the l i m i t s of the essay,and discussed the Sources. 

I set fo r t h , also, the neethod that I followed In arranging 

the material. 

I divided the essay Into two sections. In the f i r s t 

I gave the background for the plays by describing,iftt-

chapter one, the development of the c i t i z e n c l a s s ; In 

chapter two, the appearance of London; In chapter three, 

the ideals of the sixteenth century c i t i z e n . In the second 

section I discussed various peptlons of the c i t i z e n ' s l i f e 

and supported my conclusions by many references to the 

drama. 

The second section was based almost d i r e c t l y on the 

plays. The fourth chapter was the one exception. In It 

I discussed the playwrights' contribution to the middle 

class drama and their attitudes towards the c i t i z e n s . 

The f i f t h chapter I l l u s t r a t e d the t h i r d one and, on 

the whole, followed the same pian. I Included In i t , however, 
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references to the vices into which the c i t i z e n was led by 

two, eager a pursuit of his Ideals. 

Chapter six dealtte with EllzabetbBn business management 

and chapter seven with the position of the c i t i z e n ' s women

folk . Under business management, I considered the merchant 

adventurer, the laan merchant or usurer, the craftsman 

and the apprentice. In the following chapter I examined 

the c i t i z e n ' s attitude towards women and Its r e f l e c t i o n In 

the drama. The hotuses and gardens, food and drink, jewels 

and clothing of the London c i t i z e n were the subjects of 

chapter eight. 

Religion and SUperstltion was the heading for chapter 

nine and Morals and Mores for chapter tea. In the former 

I gave i l l u s t r a t i o n s of the Londoner 's attitude towards 

Puritans and Roman Catholics and examples of blue c i t i z e n ' s 

amazing b e l i e f i n a l l forms of magic. The tenth chapter 

contained «ft^&$Mr«¥o -fheft, murder™ d adultery as wetl- as 
to smoking, swearing, drinking and playgolng. 

T$e succeeding two chapters were concerned,firstly, 

with the Londoner's opinion of so c i a l welfare and, secondly, 

with his concept of the state. Under these headings I-

discussed laws against vagrants; imprisonment for debt, 

Insanity or Immorality, and references to the c i t i z e n ' s 

Ideal state. 



In the thirteenth chapter I l i s t e d the amusements 

of the middle class and examined the c i t i z e n ' s response to 

the theatre, plays, books, games, puppet shows, dances,and 

songs. In the second l a s t chapter I attempted to define 

the conventional Elizabethan opinion of various trades and 

professions. 

In my conclusion I recapitulated the points that I 

had made throughout the essay. I drew attention to the 

constant appearance of two attitudes towards.the c i t i z e n , 

mentioned again;; the feasons that I gave for them, and 

stated,once more, my opinion of their respective truths. 

I repeated that I thought a middle course had to be takBB 

between the two attitudes. Then, I discussed b r i e f l y the . r 

a r t i s t i c value, of the middle class drama and concluded that It 

It possessed l i t t l e , If any, l i t e r a r y merit and contained, 

few memorable figures. I spoke, f i n a l l y , of the plays'value 

as s o c i a l documents. I said that they contained much informal 

tion on d e t a i l s of food and drink, but added that only i n 

the early part of the period could they be said to r e f l e c t 

the c i t i z e n ' s ethos completely. From 1610 on tbe drama 

seemed to me to be too one-sided to be very r e l i a b l e or of 

much value In helping one form a balanced picture of the 

London 1^citizen's attitude of mind. 
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I n t r o d u c t i o n 

I n t h i s p a p e r I s h a l l d i s c u s s t h e E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n s 

p o r t r a y e d i n t h e d r a m a f r o m 1590 t o 16'20. I s h a l l u s e t h e 

t e r m , c i t i z e n , t o r e f e r - t o a l l L o r d M a y o r s , c l o t h i e r s , a n d 

s h o e m a k e r s who l i v e i n a c i t y ; a n d - I s h a l l d i s r e g a r d t h e 

st a g e , d i r e c t i o n s t h a t g i v e E d m o n t o n , V e n i c e o r Rome a s a 

s e t t i n g . 'The V e n i c e o f J o n s o n a n d t h e Rome o f Beaumont 

and F l e t c h e r . , was, i n a l l e s s e n t i a l s , t h e c i t y o f t j o n d o n . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , I s h a l l e x t e n d t h e d e f i n i t i o n o f c i t i z e n . 

S t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , a c i t i z e n v/as a man who was " f r e e o f a • 

g u i l d " , t h a t i s , he h a d s e r v e d h i s a p p r e n t i c e s h i p , h a d 

b e e n a j o u r n e y m a n , and h a d p r o d u c e d h i s m a s t e r p i e c e . I n 

t h i s e s s a y , h o w e v e r , I s h a l l d i s c u s s t h e a p p r e n t i c e and 

t h e u n t r a i n e d workman a s w e l l a s t h e m a s t e r c r a f t s r a a n a n d 

h i s w i f e . B u t I s h a l l e x c l u d e t h e members o f t h e n o b i l i t y 

a n d o f t h e c o u r t c i r c l e u n l e s s t h e i r a c t i o n s c a n .be u s e d 

t o i l l u s t r a t e t h e l i f e o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . I n o t h e r w o r d s , 

I s h a l l u s e t h e t e r m s , " c i t i z e n s ' 1 , a n d "members o f t h e m i d d l e 
1 

c l a s s " , a s synonyms. 

1 See C o r b i n , J , The R e t u r n o f t h e M i d d l e C l a s s : G r e t t o n . R . H . , 
The E n g l i s h M i d d l e C l a s s ; P a l m , F.C., The M i d d l e C l a s s , T h e n . 
and Now; P i r e n n e , H e n r i , l*he M e d i e v a l C i t y S t a t e , f o r d e f i n i t i o n s 
o f c i t i z e n a n d o f m i d d l e c l a s s . 
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I d i d . n o t t h i n k t h a t i t w o u l d be p o s s i b l e f o r me t o 

w r i t e o a b o u t t h e p l a y s u n l e s s I h a d g i v e n an o u t l i n e o f t h e 

e c o n o m i c , g @ c r g r a p h i c a l , and r e l i g i o u s b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e 

L o n d o n c i t i z e n . I t seemed n e c e s s a r y , t h e r e f o r e , t o i n c l u d e 

i n t h i s e s s a y a d e s c r i p t i o n o f ^ o n d o n and a S h o r t a c c o u n t 

o f t h e r i s e o f t o w n s a n d o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . 

I c h o s e t h e y e a r s : * 1 5 9 0 - 1 6 2 0 , a s l i m i t s f o r t h s s e s s a y 

and I u s e d t h e t e r m , " E l i z a b e t h a n " , t o r e f e r t o any p l a y 

w r i t t e n w i t h i n t h e s e t h i r t y y e a r s . The l i m i t s , no d o u b t , 

a r e somewhat a r b i t r a r y , b u t t h e y s e r v e d b e t t e r t h a n any 

o t h e r s u p o n w h i c h I m i g h t h a v e d e c i d e d . P l a y s w r i t t e n 

a b o u t t h e c i t i z e n f i r s t a p p e a r i n some n u m b e r s a b o u t 1 5 9 0 . 

T h e y i n c r e a s e u n t i l 1 605-1610 a n d , t h e n , t h e y b e g i n t o 

d i s a p p e a r . The p i c t u r e o f t h e c i t i z e n g i v e n i n t h e s e l a t e r 

p l a y s becomes s t e a d i l y more s t y l i z e d a n d c o n v e n t i o n a l a n d , 

t h e r e f o r e , o f l e s s w o r t h t h a n t h a t f o u n d i n t h o s e w r i t t e n 

e a r l i e r i n t h e t h e p e r i o d . As a r u l e , I d i s r e g a r d e d d r a m a s 

w r i t t e n a f t e r 1 6 2 0 . 

1 c a n n o t s a y , h o w e v e r , t h a t ± r i g i d l y o b s e r v e d t h e 

l i m i t s , 1 5 9 0 - 1 6 2 0 . I n many i n s t a n c e s , t h e d a t e s o f p l a y s 

h a v e nctit a n d c a n n o t be d e t e r m i n e d . C o n s e q u e n t l y , i f a 

p l a y w r i t t e n j u s t b e f o r e 1590 o r j u s t a f t e r 1620 i l l u s t r a t e d 

some a s p e c t o f c i t i z e n l i f e , I u s e d i t i n my e s s a y ; and I 

i g n o r e d a l l c o n t r o v e r s y o v e r d e t a i l s o f c o m p o s i t i o n . Y e t , 
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f o r t h e s a k e o f e f f e c i e n c y , I h a d t o a d o p t some s y s t e m o f 

d a t i n g , a n d I f o u n d i t m o s t c o n v e n i e n t t o i e l y ~ u p o n t h a t 

s e t f o r t h b y A l f r e d H a r b a g e i n h i s A n n a l s o f E n g l i s h Drama. 

S i n c e I was n o t c o n c e r n e d w i t h t e x u a l m a t t e r s I d i d 

n o t t r y t o r e a d e a r l y o r f a c s i m i l e c o p i e s o f t h e p l a y s . 

I n g e n e r a l I u s e d t h e l a t e s t e d i t i o n s t h a t I c o u l d o b t a i n . 

I t h o u g h t t h a t t h e s e w o u l d be t h e o n e s m o s t r e a d i l y available 

t o t h e a v e r a g e r e a d e r . F o r e x a m p l e , R h y s M e r m a i d e d i t i o n 

was my s o u r c e f o r t h e w e l l known p l a y s o f D e k k e r , s u c h a s 

f h e H o n e s t Whore. B u t I was f o r c e d t o r e l y u p o n P e a r s o n ' s 

1873 t e x t f o r The R o a r i n g G i r l . 

The v a r y i n g e d i t i o n s t h a t I u s e d l e d t o a d i v e r g e n c e 

i n t h e f o r m o f my f o o t n o t e s . The t e x t s d i d n o t a g r e e u p o n 

d i v i s i o n s i n t o a c t s and s c e n e s a n d , i n many i n s t a n c e s , l i n e s 

w e r e n o t n u m b e r e d . H a z l i t t ' s e d i t i o n o f D o d s l e y ' s O l d E n g l i s h  

Blays» s o m e t i m e s s e p a r a t e s t h e p l a y i n t o a c t s a n d s c e n e s a n d 

s o m e t i m e s i n d i c a t e s A c t 1 o n l y . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , G r o s a r t ' s 

JWi'ti e d i t i o n o f G r e e n e g i v e s l i n e n u m b e r s , s o m e t i m e s without 

e i t h e r a c t o r S c e n e . 

I f t h e l i n e s o f a p l a y w e r e n o t n u m b e r e d , I q u o t e d 

a c t o r sceStSF, i f a n y , and p a g e , t h u s : l , i i , p , 6 4 . I f t h e 

e d i t i o n s u p p l i e d a c t , s c e n e , and l i n e a s i n K i t t r e d g e I s 

S h a k e s p e a r e , my f o o t n o t e c o n t a i n e d a c t , s c e n e , a n d l i n e , t h u s 

t h u s ; l , i i , 9 7 . I f I w e r e d i s c u s s i n g i d e a s c o n t a i n e d i n 

a c o m p l e t e s c e n e o r a c t , I i n d i c a t e d t h e a c t o r s e e n e 
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without any page o r l i n e number. For the convenience o f 

the reader I have l i s t e d , i h " a n appendix, the e d i t i o n s to 

which my f o o t n o t e s r e f e r , , 

•Lhe reader w i l l n o t i c e t h a t I have made few a l l u s i o n s 

to Shakespeare o r to h i s p l a y s . I n the body o f the essay 

I s h a l l s t a t e i n d e t a i l my reasons f o r o m i t t i n g the c h i e f 

E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a t i s t . I s h a l l o n l y say here t h a t a d i s c u s s i o n 

o f the c i t i z e n s in^Shakespeare 1 s p l a y s would form an essay 

by i t s e l f and w o u l d i n v o l v e a l o n g a n a l y s i s o f Shakespeare's 

a t t i t u d e towards and p l a c e i n the middle c l a s s , I d e c i d e d 

to c o n f i n e myself, as much as p o s s i H e , to the p l a y s w r i t t e n 

by t h e o t h e r E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a t i s t s . 

I make no c l a i m t o have cov e r e d a l l the p l a y s w r i t t e n 

i n the p e r i o d . I n the f i r s t p l a c e , not a l l o f them were 

p r i n t e d , and, secondly, o n l y a f r a c t i o n o f these have 

been r e p r i n t e d and were a t hand. But I have made an attempt 

to read a l l o f those a v a i l a b l e w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f the 

masque and r e l a t e d f o rms o f the drama. 

The treatment o f m a t e r i a l i n t h i s essay has been 

almost e n t i r e l y c o n f i n e d t o g i v i n g a summary of f a c t s 

I have attempted l i t t l e o r no i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o r l i t e r a r y 

c r i t i c i s m , b u t have been s a t i s f i e d to g i v e the d e t a i l s 

o f the eveyyday l i f e o f the London c i t i z e n as I have been 

able to r e c o n s t r u c t i t from the drama. 
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C i t i e s and the Midd l e C l a s s 

T h i s essay d e a l s w i t h the London c i t i z e n i n the 

E l i z a b e t h a n drama from 1590 to 1620; but, b e f o r e £ t u r n to 

the p l a y s w r i t t e n i n t h i s p e r i o d , i t would be as w e l l f o r 

me to say something o f the h i s t o r y o f t h e c i t i z e n and o f 

the c i t y i n which he l i v e d so t h a t we may have i n our 

minds a s e t t i n g f o r t h e Quomodos and t h e E y r e s of the 

p l a y w r i g h t s . I n the i n t r o d u c t i o n I have s a i d t h a t the 

c i t i z e n e v o l v e d i n p a r t from the merchant and t h a t the r i s e o f 

the l a t t e r was connectedv^th the growth o f towns. I n t h i s 

c h a p t e r I s h a l l g i v e i n more d e t a i l the e v o l u t i o n o f the 

c i t i z e n from the merchant and t h e r e l a t i o n . o f each to the 

towns. In a succeeding one, I s h a l l c o n s i d e r the London o f 

the l a t e s i x t e e n t h and the e a r l y seventeenth c e n t u r y .  
I! F o r t h e b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r 

I am c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d t o : 

A s h l e y , W . J . , The B e g i n n i n g s o f Town L i f e i n t h e M i d d l e A g e s . 

B o i s s o n a d e , P . j L i f e a n d Work i n M e d i e v a l E u r o p e , t r . E . P o w e r . 

C l a r k e , M . V. ,The M e d i e v a l C i t y S t a t e . 

Cunningham,W.,"Economic C h a n g e " , i n C a m b r i d g e M o d e r n H i s t o r y , . 

G r e e n , A i i c e , Town L i f e i n t h e F i f t e e n t h C e n t u r y . 

G r o s s , G., The E n g l i s h G i l d M e r c h a n t , 
Law, A l i c r e , "The E n g l i s h N o u v e a u R i c h e i n t h e F o u r t e e n t h 

C e n t u r y , " T r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h e R o y a l H i s t o r i c a l S o c i e t y . 

M e s e u l , A.,"The M i d d l e C l a s s " , E n c y c l o p e d i a o f t h e t o c i a l S c i e n c e s . 

P i r e n n e , H., The M e d i e v a l C i t y S t a t e 
, Economic and. ' S o c i a l H i s t o r y o f t h e L a t e r ' M i d d l e  

A g e s 

P o w e r , E., M e d i e v a l P e o p l e , 



2 
I n E u r o p e d u r i n g t h e D a r k A g e s t h e r e w a s l i t t l e 

u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t a n d s c a n t y raerchantile a c t i v i t y . 

E x i s t e n c e w a s s o h a z a r d o u s t h a t p e o p l e w e r e c o n t e n t t o 

r e m a i n i n t h e i r b a r r i c a d e d v i l l a g e s o r i n t h e t o w n s t h a t 

w e r e n o t m u c h m o r e t h a n a r m e d c a m p s . N a t u r a l l y , a t s u c h 

a t i m e , t r a v e l o f a n y t y p e w a s v e r y d a n g e r o u s , a n d i t w a s 

n o w o n d e r t h a t t r a d e h a d a l m o s t c e a s e d . T h e g o d d s t h a t 

w e r e c a r r i e d w e r e m a i n l y l u x u r i e s , t h e s a l e o f w h i c h 

r e p a i d t h e m e r c h a n t f o r t h e r i s k s t h a t h e t o o k . 

T h e r e w a s n o s i g n o f a b r e a k i n t h i s e c o n o m i c d e a d l o c k 

u n t i l t h e e l e v e n t h c e n t u r y . T h e n , h o w e v e r , the P i s a n s d e f e a t e d 

t h e A r a b s a n d t h u s r e o p e n e d t h e t r a d e r o u t e s a c r o s s t h e 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n . I m m e d i a t e l y , b o t h l a n d a n d s e a t r a d e 

i n c r e a s e d , a n d a l a r g e n u m b e r o f p r o s p e r o u s t r a d i n g t o w n s 

w e r e e s t a b l i s h e d o n o r n e a r t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n . u T h e r a p i d 

e x p a n s i o n o f V e n i c e w a s t y p i c a l o f t h e g r o w t h o f t h e s e 

t o w n s . I t q u i c k l y b e c a m e t h e c a p i t a l o f a n e m p i r e b u i l t 

o n c o m m e r c e a n d g o v e r n e d b y m e r c h a n t p r i n c e s , 

O t h e r t o w n s i n t h e I t a l i a n p e n i n s u l a f o l l o w e d i n t h e 

w a k e o f V e n i c e , b u t m a n y o f t h e m o w e d t h e i r p r o s p e r i t y 

t o l a n d t r a d e r a t h e r t h a n t o t r a d e b y s e a . T h e i r m e r c h a n t s 

f o u n d i t p r o f i t a b l e t o e x t e n d t r a d e r o u t e s i n l a n d . F i r s t , 

t h e y t r a v e l l e d t o t h e t o w n s t h a t l a y j u s t b e y o n d t h e 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n c o a s t ; l a t e r , t h e y r e a c h e d t h o s e f a r i n t h e 

i n t e r i o r o f E u r o p e . I n t h i s m a n n e r t h e r e v i v a l o f t r a d e 

s p r e a d a c r o s s t h e c o n t i n e n t a n d t o w n s i s o l a t e d f o r m a n y 
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y e a r s saw, i n t h e i r s t r e e t s , merchants from the f a r 

c o r n e r s o f Europe. 

The t r a d e r who c a r r i e d goods to the i n t e r i o r remained 

f o r a l o n g time an odd combination o f merchant and craftsman, 

vagabond and p e d d l a r . Strange as i t seems, however, such 

s man was the p r e d e c e s s o r o f the s e t t l e d and prosperous 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y c i t i z e n , and I must try:, t h e r e f o r e , to 

p i e c e t o g e t h e r some p a r t o f h i s h i s t o r y . 

I t i s i m p o s s i b l e to d e s c r i b e w i t h any c e r t a i n t y how 

t h i s merchant o r i g i n a t e d , ^e might have been a v i l l a g e r ' 

who had found h i s way to a p o r t , seen the a r t i c l e s o f f e r e d 

f o r s a l e t h e r e , and thought t h a t t h e y c o u l d be d i s p o s e d o f 

p r o f i t a b l y i n h i s n a t i v e v i l l a g e , town o r c o u n t r y . He 

might, on the o t h e r hand, have been a s e a - t r a d e r who had 

f e l t t h a t he c o u l d s e l l more goods i f he went i n l a n d , i n 

e i t h e r i n s t a n c e , the new merchant would f i n d h i s way 

s l o w l y t o f e u d a l f o r t r e s s e s , e c c l e s i a s t i c a l towns o r 

s m a l l v i l l a g e s and would exchange h i s wares f o r a r t i c l e s 

made i n the i n t e r i o r . Sometimes, w a y l a i d by r o b b e r s o r 

hampered by bad roads, he would l o s e e v e r y t h i n g and have 

to s t a r t a f r e s h , perhaps p r a c t i s i n g a c r a f t u n t i l he 

c o u l d save enough money to buy new merchandise. 

The number o f merchants i n c r e a s e d i n s p i t e ^ s f a l l 

'these d i f f i c u l t i e s , and, e v e n t u a l l y , many o f them became 

wealthy enough to r e t u r n to t h e i r homes and to h i r e others 

t o t r a v e l f o r them. They would take t h e i r p l a c e s again 



i n town or v i l l a g e or make new ones f a r themselves; and, 

as well-to-do c i t i z e n merchants, f a m i l i a r with much of 

Europe, they would form one of the more powerful groups i n 

t h e i r towns. 

From the twelfth to the f i f t e e n t h century there was 

a steady increase i n merchantile a c t i v i t y a l l over Europe. 

In I t a l y , i t culminated during the fourteenth century i n .y. 

the wealth and display of men such as the Di Medic i s or the 

Bardi and Peruzzi. In other parts of Europe i n the next 

century there were names equally famous among the Welsers 

and the Fuggers and i n Jacques Coeur of Montpellier. In 

England, merchantile development d i d not come to a head 

u n t i l the sixteenth century, although i t followed a pattern 

s i m i l a r to that of the r e s t o f Europe. 

I have indicated i n a general way the beginnings of 

the merchant c l a s s , but I cannot leave the merchant and 

craftsman u n t i l I consider c e r t a i n forces that contributed 

l a t e r to middle c l a s s strength and diminished that of 

other ranks o f society. These forces were the Crusades, 

the Black Death, and the r i s e of c e n t r a l i z e d monarchies. 

A l l , i n one way or another, i n c r e a s e d the numbers and 

wealth of the merchants, and, therefore, of the middle 

c l a s s and the c i t i e s . 

The Crusades added both d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y to 

the wealth and power of the merchants. They created new 

demands among the n o b i l i t y o f Europe and thus they made 
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a m a r k e t f o r t h e m e r c h a n t ' s g o o d s . T h e y h e l p e d t h e 

m e r c h a n t i n d i r e c t l y b y w e a k e n i n g t h e f e u d a l l o r d s . T h e 

n o b l e s h a d t o b o r r o w l a r g e s u m s o f m o n e y f r o m t h e m e r c h a n t s 

s o t h a t t h e y c o u l d f o l l o w t h e i r s o v e r e i g n s t o t h e H o l y 

L a n d . T h e m e r c h a n t s w e r e o n l y t o o g l a d t o s u p p l y l o a n s 

a s l o n g a s t h e y w e r e r e p a i d i n r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s , a n d 

l a n d . 

I t s e e m s d i f f i c u l t t o r e c o n c i l e t h e B l a c k D e a t h , w h i c h 

t o o k t h e l i v e s o f m e m b e r s o f a l l c l a s s e s , w i t h a n i n c r e a s e 

i n t h e s i z e o f t h e m e r c h a n t c l a s s ; tout s u c h w a s i t s e f f e c t . 

A s a r e s u l t o f t h e p l a g u e * h e r e w a s a s e r i o u s d e c r e a s e 

I n t h e n u m b e r o f s e r f s a v a i l a b l e t o w o r k t h e l a n d . L a n d l o r d s 

w h o w i s h e d t o k e e p t h e i r m e n o n t h e i r m a n o r s h a d t o o f f e r 

m o n e y wages. S o m e o f t h e s e r f s w o r k e d a n d s a v e d t h e m o n e y , 

a n d , l a t e r , b o u g h t t h e i r f r e e d o m a n d w e n t i n t o t r a d e . 

O t h e r s , t h r o u g h t h e i r m o v i n g f r o m m a n o r t o m a n o r i n s e a r c h 

o f h i g h w a g e s , f o u n d t h e w a n d e r i n g l i f e o f t h e r o a d s m o r e 

p r o f i t a b l e a n d m a c e a t t r a c t i v e t h a n a n e x i s t e n c e o n a n 

e s t a t e , l i t t l e b e t t e r t h a n t h a t o f a b o n d s l a v e . T h e s e 

w e r e t h e m e n w h o s w e l l e d t h e r a n k s o f t h e m e r c h a n t s t h r o u g h 

b e c o m i n g , i n t h e i r t u r n , t i n k e r s o r i n t i n e r a n t t r a d e r s . 

T h e r i s e o f t h e c e n t r a l i z e d m o n a r c h i e s a d d e d s t i l l 

f u r t h e r t o t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h e m e r c h a n t a n d t o t h e 

d i f f i c u l t i e s o f t h e f e u d a l l a n d l o r d . T h e k i n g f o u n d t h a t 

i t w a s s a f e r a n d m o r e p r o f i t a b l e t o d e p e n d u p o n t h e m i d d l e 

c l a s s t h a n u p o n t h e f e u d a l R o M l i t y ; . B o t h h e a n d t h e 
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m e r c h a n t s a w t h a t t h e r e w e r e a d v a n t a g e s i n c l o s e a s s o c i a v ~ 

t i o n . T h e k i n g b o r r o w e d m o n e y f r o m t h e m e r c h a n t , a n d t h e 

m e r c h a n t r e c e i v e d p r i v i l e g e s i n r e t u r n . U u s a l l y t h e s e 

t o o k t h e f o r m o f g r a n t s t o t h e t o w n s , m a n y o f w h i c h , a s a 

r e s u l t , b e c a n e f r e e f r o m b o t h r o y a l a n d n o b l e i n t e r f e r e n c e 

a n d g o v e r n e d t h e i r o w n a f f a i r s . T h a t i s t o s a y , t h e y v 

w e r e r u l e d b y m e r c h a n t s . 

W h i l e t h e k i n g w a s g r a n t i n g f a v o r s t o t h e m i d d l e c l a s s 

h e w a s a t t e m p t i n g t o r e s t r i c t t h e r i g h t s o f t h e n o b i l i t y 

a n d i n s o d o i n g h e o f t e n u n c o n s c i o u s l y a i d e d t h e m e r c h a n t 

a g a i n . F o r e x a m p l e , w h e n h e c o m m a n d e d h i s n o b i l i t y t o 

a t t e m d h i m a t c o u r t e i t h e r f o r a f e w m o n t h s o r l o n g e r h e 

p u t t h e l o r d s t o n e w e x p e n s e a n d m a d e t h e m , i n a c e r t a i n 

d e g r e e , m o r e d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e m e r c h a n t t h a n e v e r . T h e y 

w e r e f o r c e d t o b o r r o w f r o m t h e m e r c h a n t o r t o f r e e t h e i r 

s e r f s f o r a m o n e t a r y p a y m e n t i n o r d e r t o o b e y t h e k i n g . 

T h e y f o u n d t o t h e i r d i s c o m f o r t t h a t t h e m e r c h a n t ' s w o r l d 

o f c u r r e n c y w a s t a k i n g t h e p l a c e o f t h e f u e d a l . w D x r l d o f 

p a y m e n t i n k i n d , a n d t h e i r s o n s , w h e n t h e y r e a l i z e d w h a t 

w a s h a p p e n i n g , w e r e o n l y . , t o o e a g e r t o a l l y t h e m s e l v e s w i t h 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s e i t h e r t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e o r a p p r e n t i c e s h i p . 

B y t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a s a r e s u l t o f t h e i n t e r a c 

t i o n o f a l l t h e s e f o r c e s , t h e m e r c h a n t h a d c h a n g e d f r o m 

a t i n k e r t o a g r e a t c o m m e r c i a l p r i n c e . H e c o u l d c l a i m 

f r i e n d s h i p w i t h t h e k i n g a n d s e t a t n a u g h t t h e p o w e r o f 

t h e n o b l e s ; b u t n e i t h e r h e n o r h i s f e l l o w s c o u l d h a v e 



reached t h i s p o s i t i o n without t h e a i d o f some, form o f 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , o f some instrument through wMch they 

c o u l d express themselves as a group. They had such an 

o r g a n i z a t i o n i n the g i l d and t h e y g r a d u a l l y changed i t from 

an e s s e n t i a l l y m e d i e v a l and f r a t e r n a l a s s o c i a t i o n to one 

adapted to the needs o f t h e modern and c o m p e t i t i v e world. 

The f i r s t g i l d v/as composed o f wandering t r a d e r s 

who had banded t o g e t h e r t o combat the a t t a c k s o f r o b b e r s 

and the h o s t i l e a c t i o n s o f the e a r l y bourgs. T h i s 

G i l d a M e r e a t o r i a r e g u l a t e d the p r i c e and q u a l i t y o f goods 

s o l d at the f a i r s h e l d by i t s members o u t s i d e the w a l l s 

o f ^bosrg o r v i l l a g e . 

As c i t i e s expanded and as l i f e became more o r d e r l y , 

the problems f a c i n g the merchants demanded another form 

o f o r g a n i z a t i o n and the G i l d a M e r e a t o r i a l o s t much o f 

i t s power because i t no l o n g e r f i l l e d t h e needs o f t h e .,.-T 

merchants. The p r o t e c t i o n i t had g i v e n was no l o n g e r ••: 

n e c e s s a r y and i t s p r i c e r e g u l a t i o n s were t a k e n over n 

by the more complex c r a f t g i l d s t h a t developed w i t h i n 

t h e towns. 

The c r a f t g u i l d was an a s s o c i a t i o n , i n town o r 

l a r g e v i l l a g e , o f a l l t h e workers i n one c r a f t . Through 

I I use the term, nbourg", as found i n P i r e n n e . A 
bourg i s a town t h a t had i t s o r i g i n i n «£ni e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
c e n t r e i n the l a t e Roman Empire. I t had not been founded 
by merchants and was f r e q u e n t l y h o s t i l e t o them. 
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i t s m a s t e r t f r a f t s m e n , i t s e t t h e i x e q u i r e m e n t s f o r e n t r a n c e 

a n d m a d e r e g u l a t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e s a l e a n d m a n u f a c t u r e 

o f g o o d s b y i t s m e m b e r s . T h e feraft g u i l d s s u p e r s e d e d t h e 

G i l d a M e r c a t o r i a a n d h a d c e r t a i n a d v a n t a g e s o v e r t h e l a t t e r . 

I t c o u l d c o n t r o l d i r e c t l y b o t h s a l e s a a d O n a a n u f a c t u r e v i i e r e a s 

t h e o l d e r t y p e o f g u i l d c o u l d s u p e r v i s e s e l l i n g o n l y . 

A l l c r a f t g u i l d s w e r e c o m p o s e d o f a p p r e n t i c e s , 

j o u r n e y m e n , a n d m a s t e r c r a f t s m e n , b u t o n l y t h e m a s t e r -

1 

c r a f t s m e n w e r e f u l l m e m b e r s . T h a t i s , o n l y t h e y t o o k 

p a r t i n t h e g o v e r n i n g o f t h e g u i l d . S e v e n y e a r s w a s t h e 

u s u a l t e r m o f s e r v i c e f o r t h e a p p r e n t i c e . W h e n t h i s 

t i m e w a s o v e r t h e a p p r e n t i c e b e c a m e a j o u r n e y m a n . T h e 

j o u r n e y m a n c o u l d s e l l h i s g o o d s a n d s e r v i c e s , b u t c o u l d 

n o t b e c o m e a m a s t e r c r a f t s m a n u n t i l h e h a d s a t i s f i e d 

a d d i t i o n a l r e g u l a t i o n s . T h e s e v a r i e d w i t h t h e c r a f t . 

F r o m t h e f o r e g o i n g p a r a g r a p h s i t m a y b e s e e n t h a t 

t h e G i l d a M e r c a t o r i a a n d t h e c r a f t g u i l d w e r e r e l a t e d 

t o t h e l i v e s o f t h e m e r c h a n t s a n d t o f t h e c i t i z e n s - , i f w e 

l o o k f u r t h e r i n t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e c r a f t g u i l d 

w e s h a l l s e e t h a t t h r o u g h i t t h e m e r c h a n t g r a d u a l l y 

a s s u m e d c o n t r o l o f t h e t o w n 

F r o m v e r y e a r l y t i m e s t h e c r a f t g u i l d h a d , a s a r u l e , 

g o v e r n e d t h e t o w n s t h a t " " l i v e d b y t r a d e . I t c o u l d h a r d l y 

b e o t h e r w i s e s i n c e t h e c r a f t s m a n a n d h i s w o r k k e p t t h e t o w n 

1 T h e l i f e o f t h e a p p r e n t i c e , t h e j o u r n e y m a n , a n d 

t h e m a s t e r c r a f t s m a n w i l l b e d i s c u s s e d i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l 

i n a s u c c e e d i n g c h a p t e r . 



alive. But the craft guild won control of other centres 
as well. The guildsmen, whenever they had the opportunity, 
forced the feudal landlord; to grant them rights over tne 

1 
fortress bourgs within his domain. I f he lived far away 
or display no interest in his town they t a c i t l y assumed 
control. This shift in power from lord to guild had 
almost been completed by the fifteenth century. 

In theory, government i n the towns controlled by the 
guilds should have been reasonably democratic. Nearly 
every inhabitant in these towns was connected with the 
guilds in some manner or another, and, \thus, ,was'entitled 
to have some voice in the decisions of the guilds, especially 
in those that had to do with" affairs of the town. 
Furthermore, a l l apprentices, i f they had the ab i l i t y , were 
entitled to become mastercraftsmen and someday to share 
in the government of the guild and, therefore, of the town. 
In reality, things were far otherwise. The guilds quickly 
became monopolies. A few mastercraftsmen gained wealth 
and power. Then, they restricted the entrance to the 
masters' class and allowed only their friends and relatives 
to enter i t . In time, consequently, a select group came 
to rule the guilds and, through them,, the towns. 

By the seventeenth century, both merchant and craft 
guilds bore more resemblance to the modern company than 
1 The feudal lord was often forced by circumstances to 

grant control of his town to merchants. See pp. 5,6. 

file:///thus
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to t h e i r m edieval c o u n t e r p a r t s and t h e d i s t i n c t i o n between 

the two had almost disappeared. 

The i n c r e a s e i n the number o f wealthy merchants 

hastened t h e d i s i n t e g r a t i o n o f t h e o r i g i n a l form o f the 

g u i l d s . These men o f t e n c a r r i e d on t h e i r t r a d e i n such 

a manner t h a t i t was i m p o s s i b l e t o "tell whether they 

were craftsmen o r merchants o r both a t the same ti m e . 

The c o n f u s i o n arose as they took l e s s and l e s s a c t i v e 

p a r t i n the work o f t h e i r c r a f t . They now had the 

r e s o u r c e s to h i r e jouneymen to manufacture w h i l e t h e y 

r e s t r i c t e d themselves to s e l l i n g . Such merchant-craftsmen 

became v e r y numerous i n the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y and t h e i r 
1 

c o u n t e r p a r t s appear f r e q u e n t l y i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n drama. 

• I TETs d e s c r i p t i o n o f the two types o f g u i l d s has 
n e c e s s a r i l y been very b r i e f . P i r e n n e ' s M e d i e v a l C i t i e s 
and Economic and S o c i a l H i s t o r y o f She M i d d l e Ages g i v e 
the development o f the g u i l d s and t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p to 
the towns i n i n t e r e s t i n g and minute d e t a i l . 
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London* 

I s h a l l t u r n now to the London ofL ' E l i z a b e t h and 

James 1, d e s c r i b i n g i t and i t s c o n n e c t i o n s with t r a d e , 

so t h a t we may be able to imagine the s e t t i n g i n which 

the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y c i t i z e n l i v e d and to understand 

how he was i n f l u e n c e d by i t . 

From i t s founding London had f l o u r i s h e d because 

merchants had passed through i t . S i t u a t e d as i t was, 

near a f o r d over t h e r i v e r where t r a v e l l e r s c r o s s e d from 

n o r t h and south, e a s t and west, i t was an i d e a l p l a c e 

at which to c a r r y on t r a d e . I t i s l i t t l e wonder, 

consequently, t h a t i t was important as an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l , and commercial c e n t r e from the time o f 

the Romans, and t h a t i t teas-:Temal®ed so up to t h e p r e s e n t 

day. 

M e r c h a n t i l e l i f e i n England developed f i r s t and most 

f u l l y i n London; the g u i l d s and mastercraftsmen o f 

Cheapside, o f Bread S t r e e t , o r o f Goldsmiths' How may 

be c o n s i d e r e d as examples of: asinpredeeessors o f s i m i l a r 

men and movements throughout the c o u n t r y .  
1 For the background information, c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s 

c h a p t e r I am c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d t o : 

Gomrae,G.E., The Governaunce o f London, 

HaBBison, W . , D e s c r i p t i o n o f England. 

Judges,A.V., The E l i z a b e t h a n Underworld. L o t i o n , 

O l d London I l l u s t r a t e d . 

Onion, C T . ed., Shake speare 1 s England. 
Sharpe, R.R. London and the Kingdom. 

Stow, John, A purvey o f London. 
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By the time o f E l i z a b e t h London was a r a p i d l y 

expanding c i t y o f about 100,000 people. D e s p i t e i t s 

r a p i d growth, however, i t s t i l l l o o k e d much as i t had 

done i n medieval times. To t h e t r a v e l l e r coming to i t 

from gouthwark o r down the GreatN&pth. Road, i t would 

seem to be, as i n the M i d d l e Ages, a c i t y o f churches, 

the s p i r e s o f which dominated the town and the huddled 

o u t s k i r t s . With the Reformation the g r e a t monastic estab

l i s h m e n t s had passed i n t o the hands o f the crown, o f 

wealthy l o r d s , o r o f i n f l u e n t i a l c i t i z e n s , b u t many o f the 

abbeys and t h e i r c h a p e l s had not been d e s t r o y e d . Some 

had been t u r n e d i n t o churches o f the reformed r e l i g i o n 

w i t hout any g r e a t a l t e r a t i o n , o t h e r s i n t o d w e l l i n g p l a c e s , 

and t h e i r naves and b u t t r e s s e s s t i l l r o s e above the l e s s e r 

b u i l d i n g s . Among a l l t h e conglomerate mass o f s p i r e s 

and towers, S t . P a u l ' s i n the c e n t r e o f t h e c i t y , and 

the Tower o f London, j u s t o u t s i d e tiae e a s t e r n boundary, 

were the most f a m i l i a r and commanding landmarks. 

The t r a v e l l e r from the south would have to 

c r o s s the Thames b e f o r e he entered the c i t y and walked 

under i t s s p i r e s . But the r i v e r was more than the southern 

boundary o f London. I t was as-much a p a r t o f i t as were 

St, Paul's and Cheapside and i t was used c o n s t a n t l y 

b o t h f o r p l e a s u r e and f o r commerce. Since i t l i n k e d 

v a r i o u s s e c t i o n s o f t h e c i t y w i t h one another, w i t h 

the suburbs, and w i t h o t h e r p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y much 
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m o r e e f f i c i e n t l y t h a n t h e p o o r r o a d s , t h e L o n d o n e r 

s p e n t a ' c o n s i d e r a b l e p o r t i o n o f h i s t i m e o n i t . I f i t 

w e r e p o s s i b l e t o m a k e h i s j o u r n e y b y b o a t r a t h e r t h a n b y 

r o a d , h e w o u l d c a l l o n o n e o f t h e w a t e r m e n o f t h e T h a m e s 

1 
t o t a k e h i m . T h e y w o u l d l e a v e f r o m a n y o f t h e n u m e r o u s 

w h a r f s a n d g o u p o r d o w n o r a c r o s s t h e r i v e r , p a s s i n g 

o n t h e i r w a y t h e p l e a s a n t g a r d e n s t h a t l a y a l o n g i t , 

b e h i n d t h e h o u s e s o f t h e w e a l t h y c i t i z e n s o r a d j o i n i n g 

t h e p a l a c e s o f t h e n o b l e s . 

P a r a l l e l w i t h t h e r i v e r a n d n o t f a r n o r t h o f i t 

r a n t h e m a i n s h o p p i n g d i s t r i c t , C h e a p s i d e . I t w a s t h e 

b r o a d e s t o f t h e L o n d o n s t r e e t s a n d , i n , c o m p a r i s o n w i t h 

o t h e r s , t h e c l e a n e s t . M o s t o f t h e s h o p s w e r e o n i t o r 

i n i t s v i c i n i t y . T h e c u s t o m e r c o u l d w a l k a l o n g C h e a p s i d e 

a n d i n t o t h e a d j o i n i n g s t r e e t s , o b t a i n w h a t e v e r h e d e s i r e d ^ 

a n d t h e n s t r o l l t o S t . P a u l ' s , w h i c h l a y n e a r b y . I n t h e 

c e n t r e a i s l e h e m i g h t m e e t h i s f r i e n d s o r b o r r o w m o n e y f r o m 

2 

t h e b r o k e r s w h o w e r e s t a t i o n e d there. 
T h e m u n i c i p a l b u i l d i n g s w e r e g r o u p e d i n t h e v i c i n i t y 

o f C h e a p s i d e . T h e B o ^ a l E x c h a n g e , b u i l t b y G r e s h a m , 

L e a d e n h a l l , b u i l t b y E y r e , a n d t h e G u i l d h a l l w e r e a m o n g 

t h e m o r e i m p o s i n g o f t h e s e t T h e m a j o r t r a d i n g o f t h e c i t y 

w a s c a r r i e d o n i n t h e E x c h a n g e a n d t h e g o v e r n i n g o f i t 

t o o k p l a c e i n t h e G u i l d h a l l , T h e b u l k o f t h e f o r m e r 

m o n a s t r y o f B l a c k f r i a r s r o s e n e a r b y , t o t h e e a s t o f 

L e a d e n h a l l a n d o f t h e E x c h a n g e a n d . s l i g h t l y n o r t h o f 

,.1. . c f t . . 3 T h e J R o a r i n g . G i r l . 1,i.p. 158. ~ 
2 . c f . M i c h a e l m a s T e r m , l , i . E v e r y M a n . B o b a d i l . 
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Cheapside. F o r a short pe r i o d following the Reformation 

Parliament had met there. Thus, f o r a few years, the 

administration of England and of London was carriedon i n 

"buildings within a stone's throw of one another, ^ u r i n g 

Elizabeth's reign, however, Parliament moved to the suburb; 

of Westminister and ^ l a c k f r i a r s became a theatre. 

Between and around the large buildings, such as 

St. Paul's and the G u i l d h a l l , houses of a l l shapes and 

sizes, some magnificent, some shabby, huddled together along 

the narrow and winding st r e e t s . The modest dwellings of 

the average c i t i z e n , the town houses of the wealthy country 

gentry and of the great nobles, the palaces of the queen's 

o f f i c i a l s and of the :;rayal family, countless taverns 

and ordinaries, and the gathering places of the c i t y ' s 

underworld j o s t l e d each other in d i s c r i m i n a t e l y . In the 

plays that have dwellings as t h e i r settings a similar 

v a r i e t y i s shown. Theseus, f o r example, entertains i n 

the great h a l l o f a palace, F a l s t a f f i n the public 

rooms of the ^oar's Head, 

Outside the walls lay the suburbs, growing p l a n l e s s l y 

and r a p i d l y , much to the d i s t r e s s of the c i t y fathers, 

who repeatedly passed ordinances forbidding the erection 

of new houses outside London. These were disregarded, 

however, f o r the c i t y had no j u r i s d i c t i o n over the 

suburbs. In them London's constables could not f o r b i d 

b u i l d i n g , arrest f o r debt, or shut bawdy houses. Consequently, 
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they became the dwelling places of debtors and of courtezans, 

and a l l of the suburbs, with the. exception of the r o y a l 

one of-Westminister, acquired, e v i l reputations. According! 

to the drama, i t was i n the suburbs that the unscrupulous 

c i t i z e n , with the aid of courtezans deprived many an 

"easy h e i r " of h i s estate, and many a son of a newly-

wealthy c i t i z e n gambled away h i s father' »s hard earned 

money. 

Certain sections of London, the scantuaries and the 

l i b e r t i e s , were supposed to be f a v o r i t e resorts of the 

underworld. They had a reputation as e v i l .as that of the 

suburbs and, perhaps, more deserved. But they' had not z~ H.., 

always been i n such i l l repute, and i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to 

see how they came to harbour thieves, debtors, and 

courtezans, ©riginally they had been the holy places of 

t h e i r d i s t r i c t s and were frequently the s i t e s of large 

churches or abbeys. On such sacred ground, according to 

Roman Catholic teaching, thieves aid murderers might f i n d 

refuge from the*law* By Elizabeth's time, o f course, there 

was no established Roman f a i t h to enforce such doctrine, 

but, nevertheless, the t r a d i t i o n remained, and the lawless 

Continued to f i n d shelter i n the scantuaries and l i b e r t i e s 

although i t was no longer given by the church. The c o l o r f u l , 

i f v i c i o u s , l i f e of these sections so delighted the dramatist 

1 c f . The Puritan, l l , i , p . 4 0 8 . Michaelmas Term also. ' 
E a s ^ r i s an "easy h e i r " . 
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and the pamphlet w r i t e r that there are counlless 

references to both scantuaries and l i b e r t i e s i n the 

l i t e r a t u r e of the time, es p e c i a l l y to the most notorious 

of a l l , Whitefriars, or A l s a t i a , as i t was c a l l e d i n 

the plays. 

The playhouses, among them The Theatre, the Swan, 

the Globe,the Fortune, the Red B u l l , were outside 

the walls, either i n the suburbs or beyond them, and, 

i n t h e i r v i c i n i t y , were other places of amusement such 
2 

as the Bear Garden, the zoo i n thcjTower, and Finsbury 

F i e l d s , In the l a t t e r , butts were set up f o r archery 

to encourage the Londoners to continue p r a c t i s i n g with 

the English longbow. Here the c i t i z e n walked and 

picnicked on h i s holidays. He might also visit the section 

of the Tower that was open to the public and marvel at 
3 

the animals i n i t s small zoo. Yet, however much he might 

enjoy theatres or puppet shows he must always have been 

conscious of o f f i c i a l disapproval. The national government 

and the c i t y . c o u n c i l frowned on theatres anlFinsbury F i e l d s 

alike and d i d a l l they could to stop the r i o t and extravagance 

which offended t h e i r puritan consciences and which they 
1 B l a c k f r i a r s was an exception. We have seen that i t 

lay i n s i d e the c i t y ^ p. 13 above, 
2 c f . Volpone. I V , i , 37-40. 
3. The Tower lay j u s t inside the walls. Yet i t was con-

cVBniently near the o u t s k i r t s . Many fa m i l i e s leaving London 
f o r the day v i s i t e d the Tower before they f t the c i t y . 
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thought were i n e x t r i c a b l y connected with plays and 

1 
bear and b u l l b a i t i n g . 

The government of London wasin the hands of the 
gu i l d s | known i n London as the twelve great l i v e r y 

2 
companies. They ruled through a mayor and a c o u n c i l 
of aldermen, who could be chosen from the membersof 
any g u i l d , regardless-of i t s r e l a t i v e size or importance. 
Once elected, the mayor and h i s co u n c i l had absolute c o n t r o l 
w i t h i n the walls f o r London v/as a free town. 

The administration of the c i t y presented many 
problems to the mayor and h i s council. The p o l i c i n g 
system, for example, was altogether inadequate. The 
constables or eatchpols were usually drawn from the lowest 
stratum of society and were completely untrustworthy. 
Consequently, they could not be expected to handle r i o t s 
or t h i e v i n g e f f e c i e n t l y . To make matters worse, the 
general populace l i t t l e r e a l i z e d how necessary was 
law and order w i t h i n the c i t y . Many Londoners seemed to 
delight i n confusion and uproar. They appeared, f o r instance, 
to be content to watch the administration of law pass into 
the hands of the apprentices when the cry of "clubs" rang 
through the streets. 
1 The puritan attitude of the city,) c o u n c i l becomes 

Evident very early i n our period. 
2 . The twelve great l i v e r y companies were: the mercers, 

grocers, drapers, fishmongers, goldsmiths, skinners, 
merchant t a y l o r s , haberdashers, s a l t e r s , ironmongers, 
v i n t e r s , c l o t h vorkers. 
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The 'problem o f keeping London c l e a n was as 

l a r g e as the one o f keeping i t o r d e r l y . There was 

no r e g u l a r system o f sewers. Water had to be c a r r i e d to th 

the houses from the c o n d u i t s i n the middle o f the s t r e e t s , 

and garbage was supposed to be c a r r i e d away down the 

open c e n t r e g u t t e r t h a t d i s c h a r g e d i n t o one o f the 

d i t c h e s connected w i t h the Thames. More o f t e n than not, 

however, waste was thrown from the upper f r o n t windows 

and never reached the g u t t e r . I n many c a s e s , i t f e l l on 

the head o f the unwary passerby. The o f t e n r e p e a t e d 

E l i z a b e t h a n phrase, "take the. w a l l " s p r i n g s from t h i s 

haphazard arrangement. With such an elementary arrange

ment i t was i n e v i t a b l e t h a t the s t r e e t s would be a 

c o n s t a n t mass o f f i l t h and r e f u s e o f a l l d e s c r i p t i o n s . 

To us the d i r t and t t e p o o r s a n i t a t i o n o f Elizabethen. 

London would seem as i n t o l e r a b l e as the c o n s t a n t r i o t s , 

b u t t o the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y c o u n c i l l o r s c l e a n l i f i e s s was 

l e s s important than o r d e r , and they d i d v e r y l i t t l e t o 

make London l e s s d i r t y anc:aore s a n i t a a ^ y . In the r e c o r d s 

o f the c i t y we have an example o f t h e i r i n e r t i a . I n 1582 

P e t e r M o r r i s , a Dutchman, asked f o r p e r m i s s i o n to i n s t a l l 

a d e v i c e t o r a i s e water from the Thames so t h a t he c o u l d 

e n l a r g e the inadequate supply r e a c h i n g the c i t y . H i s 

a p p l i c a t i o n was summarily r e f u s e d and not l o n g a f t e r the 

end o f the E l i z a b e t h a n p e r i o d was t h e r e a n y t h i n g approaching 

a s a t i s f a c t o r y water system i n London. 
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The r e g u l a t i o n o f tirade and:of the manufacture o f 

goods w i t h i n the c i t y was a l s o the concern o f the mayor 

and the aldermen, who* tiimigh .municipal o r d i n a n c e s , made 

the wishes o f the g u i l d s e f f e c t i v e . They would s u p e r v i s e , 

f o r example, such markets as t h a t at S m i t h f i e l d s . Now 

and t h e n the national government passed laws t h a t superseded 

o r over-lapped those o f the c i t i z e n s , but such a c t i o n c,;-

o c c u r r e d very r a r e l y i n the^case o f tr a d e t h a t c o m p l e t e l y 

c a r r i e d on w i t h i n the c i t y . 

S i n c e t h e r e are few r e f e r e n c e s i n the p l a y s to the 

p a s s i n g o f r e g u l a t i o n s by the mayor and h i s c o u n c i l and 

no scenes t h a t p i c t u r e meetings o f the g u i l d s , I t seems 

h a r d l y necessary.; to g i v e any de t a i l s c o f the day by day 

f u n c t i o n i n g o f e i t h e r g u i l d o r d i t y c o u n c i l . The p l a y w r i g h t s 

must have thought t h a t g u i l d government was too much a 

commonplace t o i n t e r e s t t h e i r audiences. Although we 

are t o l d t h a t Quomodb was g i v e n a g u i l d f u n e r a l and t h a t 

Candido was an alderman, we know n o t h i n g f u r t h e r o f the 

p a r t they tsok i n g u i l d meetings o r i n the c i t y c o u n c i l . 

We now know something both o f the appearance and 

o f the government o f London, but, b e f o r e we l e a v e the 

c i t y , we should g l a n c e i n an e q u a l l y c u r s o r y f a s h i o n a t 

i t s v a r i e d p o p u l a t i o n . We must not t h i n k o f i t as the 

home o f middle c l a s s c i t i z e n s o n l y , f o r no c i t y i s so 

composed. Men o f a l l ranks made up the l i f e o f lon d o n 

and t h e i r i n t e r e s t were o f t e n the same as those o f the 

craftsmen and merchants. 

I c f . T r e v e l y a n , G. M., E n g l i s h S o c i a l H i s t o r y , p p . 1 9 0 - 1 9 2 . 
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From the c i t i z e n ' s p o i n t o f view, the most 0 

important and the most i n f l u e n t i a l group i n London 

would be composed o f the metobers o f the c o u r t . Anong 

them would be found n o b l e s o f the h e r e d i t a r y a r i s t o c r a c y , 

w i t h t i t l e s d a t i n g from the time o f W i l l i a m thtConquerer, 

and c i t i x e n a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , such as L o r d B u r l e i g h , 

who had been r a i s e d to the peerage f o r s e r v i c e to the 

s t a t e . Such men and t h e i r wives would s e t the f a s h i o n s 

and p r o v i d e the b e s t market f o r t h e c i t i z e n s J goods. 

Wealthy merchants who h e l d honored p l a c e s i n the c i t y 

were next i n rank and importance. They might belong to 

any o f the g u i l d s , and, as they walked through the 

s e c t i o n s o f the c i t y devoted to t h e i r c r a f t s , ambitious 

a p p r e n t i c e s would l o o k upon them as models. S i r Thomas 

Gresham would be t y p i c a l o f such men. 

The b u l k o f London's p o p u l a t i o n was made up o f the 

merchants and craftsmen Mabose wealth p l a c e s them below 

the greshams abd the E y r e s and y e t s a f e l y above the 

c a r r i e r s , t a p s t e r s , and drawers o f t h e i n n s . Although 

these comfortable c i t i z e n s are adequately and f a i r l y 

f r e q u e n t l y p i c t u r e d i n the p l a y s , they are, as a r u l e , 

f a r l e s s memorable than those below them i n the s o c i a l 

s c a l e . The d r a m a t i s t s seemed to have an e s p e c i a l a f f e c t i o n 

f o r the lowest members o f E l i z a b e t h a n s o c i e t y . We a l l 

remember Frank, the drawer, i n Henry .IV, P a r t l ^ f o r h i s 

1 Henry l V , P a r t L i , l , i v , 3 7 - 1 2 5 . 
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e x c e l l e n t s & u p i d i t y j b u t we r e c a l l t h e f i r s t a n d 

s e c o n d c i t i z e n s i n any p l a y o n l y b e e a u s e t h e y i n t r o d u c e 

o r d i s c u s s an i m p o r t a n t i n c i d e n t 

L o n d o n was c r o w d e d a l l t h e y e a r w i t h i t s own 

c i t i z e n s , w i t h v i s i t o r s t o t h e c a p i t a l o f E n g l a n d , 

y o u n g e r , s o n s , d i s p l a c e d s e r v a n t s , a n d u n e m p l o y e d s o l d i e r s 

a n d s a i l o r s . B u t , d u r i n g t h e l a w t e r m s , v h i c h m a r k e d t h e 

L o n d o n s e a s o n s , t h e c i t y was e s p e c i a l l y b u s y , a n d 

C h e a p s i d e was t h r o n g e d w i t h v i s i t o r s e a g e r f o r t h e n e w e s t 

i n I t a l i a n r a p i e r s , F r e n c h c l o a k s , o r y e l l o w s t a r c h e d 

r u f f s . 

When we l o o k b a c k we c a n h a r d l y w o n d e r t h a t t h e 

L o n d o n e r o f E l i z a b e t h ' s t i m e was p r o u d o f h i s c i t y . 

H owever f i l t h y o r d i s o r d e r l y i t m i g h t b e , i t was t h e 

h e a r t o f E n g l a n d , and no movement o f n a t i o n a l i m p o r t a n c e , 

e i t h e r p o l i t i c a l o r f i n a n c i a l , c o u l d h o p e t o s u c c e e d 

w i t h o u t i t s a p p r o v a l . E v e n E l i z a b e t h was c a r e f u l t o r e t a i n 

i t s f a v o r a n d t o f l a t t e r i t s p o p u l a c e . No d o u b t , s h e 

r e m embered t h a t , o n l y a f e w y e a r s b e f o r e h e r c o r o n a t i o n , 

t h e S o m e r s e t r e b e l l i o n a g a i n s t M a r y h a d f a i l e d m a i n l y 

b e c a u s e i t h a d n o t h a d t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e c a p i t a l ; a n d , 

i f we may j u d g e f r o m t h e p l a y s , E l i z a b e t h was w e l l r e p a i d 

f o r h e r a s t u t e n e s s b y t h e u n q u a l i f i f i e d . a l l e g i a n c e o f 

L o n d o n a n d i t s c i t i z e n s . 
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H a v i n g o u t l i n e d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r s t h e 

h i s t o r i c a l a n d g e o g r a p h i c b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e L o n d o n 

c i t i z e n , Ijfc h a v e b u t one more s e c t i o n t o c o v e r b e f o r e I 

p a s s o n t o t h e p l a y s . I n i t I s h a l l ^Peafcrof t h e i d e a l s 

o f t h e c i t i z e n . T h e s e i d e a l s , n a t i o n a l l y , w i l l b e c l o s e l y 

r e l a t e d t o t h e g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d h i s t o r i c a l f a c t o r s 

p r e v i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d .  
1 F o r t h e b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s 

c h a p t e r I am c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d t o : 

Camp, C.W., The A r t i z a n i n E l i z a b e t h a n L i t e r a t u r e , 

C r a i g , H a r d i n , The E n c h a n t e d G l a s s . 

C u n n i n g h a m , -ty, ,The Qrowt-h o f E n g l i s h I n d u s t r y a n d Commerce. 

G r e t t o n , R.H. The E n g l i s h M i d d l e C l a s s . 

H a l l , H e r b e r t , S o c i e t y . i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n A ge. 

., K n i g h t s , L . C , Drama and S o c i e t y i n t h e Age o f J o n s o n . 

L e e , S i d n e y , " T o p i c a l S i d e o f t h e E l i z a b e t h a n Drama", 
T r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h e Hew S h a k e s p e a r e S o c i e t y . 

P o w e l l , C . L . , E n g l i s h D o m e s t i c x R e l a t i o n s . 

B o u t h ^ A . V . ,"The A d v e n t o f M o d e r n T h o u g h t i n P o p u l a r 
l i t e r a t u r e , " C a m b r i d g e H i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h L i t e r a t u r e , v a l . 7 « p 4 B 6 . 

" The P r o g e s s s o f S o c i a l L i t e r a t u r e i n T u d o r 
T i m e s , " C a m b r i d g e H i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h L i t e n a t u r e , v o l . 5 , p . 9 3 . 

Tawney, R.H., R e l i g i o n and t h e R i s e o f C a p i t a l i s m . 

V e b l e n , T . , The T h e o r y o f t h e L e i s u r e C l a s s . 

W i l l e y , B., The S e v e n t e e n t h C e n t u r y B a c k g r o u n d . 

W r i g h t , L B . M i d d l e CJa s s C u l t u r e i n E l i z a b e t h a n E n g l a n d . 
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I shall consider the citizen's ideals in this 
chapter for certain definite reasons. In the first-place, 
ideals are frequently expressed in the plays, and I could 
not give a survey of the citizen without taking them 
into account. Secondly, when I know what the Elizabethan 
citizen thought most praiseworthy in conduct and what 
he desired most in material goods, I shall be able to 
account for certain of his actions. Finally, by comparing 
what he did with what he said, I shall see how he attempted 
to reconcile theory and pr actice and, thus, may obtain 
a more comprehensive picture of his l i f e than would 
otherwise have been possible. 

In this chapter I have made no effort to give a 
composite picture of the citizen's thought. Anyone 
who wishes to form his own, however, has only to read 
a number of the plays of the period, or even large 
sections 0 f quotations from them, such as are given 
in this essay. 

At f i r s t glance the Elizabethan's ideals appear 
to be a welter of inconsistencies and his judgements 
on men and morals seem hopelessly confused. Such 
confusion and contradiction sprang d i r e c t l y i f rom the 
world in which he lived. Change was in the a i r . The 
foundations of faith had been shaken, and even the 
globe i t s e l f and the people on i t seemed to have changed. 
For instance, old customs in religion were disappearing 
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a n d new c o n v e n t i o n s w e r e b e i n g e s t a b l i s h e d . On t h e 

o t h e r h a n d , d i s c o v e r i e s made f o r m e r b o u n d a r i e s o f t r a v e l 

o u t m o d e d , a n d many t r a n s l a t i o n s f r o m b o t h c o n t e m p o r a r y 

a n d a n c i e n t l a n g u a g e s a l t e r e d a n d e n l a r g e d t h e E l i z a b e t h a n ' s 

c o n c e p t o f o t h e r c u l t u r e s . 

I f vL 2-TTi t o sfc&dy t h e s e c o n t r a d i c t o r y i d e a l s I 

s h a l l h a v e t o i m p o s e some o r d e r u p o n them. To do so 

seems i m p o s s i b l e a t f i r s t s i g h t . The E l i z a b e t h a n , 

h o w e v e r , l i k e o t h e r men, f o r m e d h i s i d e a l s f r o m w h a t 

h e h a d b e e n t a u g h t , t h e t r a d i t i o n s o f t h e p a s t , a n d f r o m 

w h a t he saw a r o u n d h i m , t h e c o n v e n t i o n s o f t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y 

w o r l d . N a t u r a l l y , t h e n , I c a n d i v i d e h i s i d e a l s i n t o t h o s e 

i n h e r i t e d f r o m t h e p a s t a n d t h o s e f o r m e d b y h i s p r e s e n t . 

When Moted-'at', f r o m t h i s p o i n t o f v i e w , t h e h o p e l e s s l y 

u n r e l a t e d f o r m c o h e r e n t g r o u p s a n d t h e t o t a l l y c o n t r a d i c 

t o r y e x p l a i n t h e m s e l v e s . 

I s h a l l h a v e t o t u r n a g a i n t o t h e M i d d l e A g e s t o 

a c c o u n t f o r t h e i d e a l s t h a t t h e c i t i z e n i n h e r i t e d f r o m 

t h e p a s t . T h i s t i m e I s h a l l s p e a k o f t h e m e d i e v a l 

c o n v e n t i o n s a n d b e l i e f s r a t h e r t h a n d i s c u s s m e r c h a n t i l e 

d e v e l o p m e n t a s I h a v e done p r e v i o u s l y . 

The m a i n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f t h e m e d i e v a l e r a was i t s 

u n i t y , f o u n d e d i n r e l i g i o n , a n d e x p r e s s e d i n e v e r y p a r t 

o f l i f e . T h e r e was much l a y a c t i v i t y a n d a m u l t i t u d i n o u s 

d i v e r s i t y o f p e o p l e i n t h e M i d d l e A g e s , i t i s t r u e $ b u t 

m o s t o f t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f E u r o p e r e g a r d e d t h e m s e l v e s 
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p r i m a r i l y a s members o f a s i n g l e r e l i g i o u s u n i t , C h r i s t e n -

dom, r a t h e r t h a n . a s F r e n c h m e n , E n g l i s h m e n , o r Germans. 

B o t h c h u r c h and s t a t e g a v e a l l e g i a n c e t o a common 

p h i l o s o p h y t h a t s t r e s s e d t h e w o r t h l e s s a n d t r a n s i t o r y 

c h a r a c t e r o f t h i s l i f e a n d y e t r e g a r d e d b o t h t e m p o r a l 

a n d e t e r n a l , p e r f e c t a n d i m p e r f e c t , a s p a r t d f God's 

a l l e n c o m p a s s i n g p l a n . B o t h c h u r c h a nd s t a t e a d v i s e d man 

t o be c o n t e n t w i t h h i s l o t and t o a c c e p t t h e feet t h a t 

h i s p o s i t i o n was p a r t ..of a l a r g e u n i t . A s l a t e a s t h e 

w r i t i n g o f t h e A n g l i c a n B ook o f Common P r a y e r , f o r i n s t a n c e 

h e i s t o l d t h a t h e s h o u l d do h i s d u t y i n t h e s t a t e o f 
1 

l i f e u n t o w h i c h i t s h a l l p l e a s e God t o c a l l h i m . 

S u c h t e a c h i n g , t o a s o c i e t y r i g i d l y d i v i d e d i n t o 

n o b l e s , c l e r g y , a n d s e r f s , w o u l d i m p l y t h a t a t t e m p t s 

t o move f r o m one " c l a s s t o a n o t h e r w e r e e v i l a n d s y m p t o m a t i c 

o f d i s c o n t e n t . M e d i e v a l man, o n t h e / w h o l e , h a d l i t t l e 

i n c e n t i v e t o c h a n g e h i s p l a c e . He c o u l d e v e n b e a r 

u n h a p p i n e s s o n e a r t h whenhfee was a s s u r e d b y t h e c h u r c h 

t h a t r e w a r d f o r t h e g o o d l i f e a n d c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r a l l 

s u f f e r i n g was t o be f o u n d i n h e a v e n . 

I n t h i s m e d i e v a l w o r l d , a c c o r d i n g t o r e l i g i o u s 

and p o l i t i c a l t h e o r y , t h e r e was no p l a c e f o r t h e m e r c h a n t . 
1 . The Book o f Common' P r a y e r , "A c a t e c h i s m " . 

Q u e s t i o n . What i s t h y d u t y t o w a r d s t h y n e i g h b o r ? 
A n s w e r . My d u t y t o w a r d s my n e i g h b o r . . . . H o t t o c o v e t , 

o r d e s i r e o t h e r men's g o o d s ; b u t t o l e a r n and l a b o r 
t u j f t l y t o g e t m i n e own l i v i n g , a n d t o . do my d u t y i n t h a t 
s t a t e o f l i e u n t o w h i c h i t s h a l l p l w a s e God t o c a l l me. 
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The c h u r c h condemned h i s p r o f i t i n g f r o m a n o t h e r ' s 

n e e d , a n d t h e s t a t e f e a r e d t h a t h i s a b i l i t y t o r i s e 

f r o m one c l a s s t o a n o t h e r and t o amass g r e a t f o r t u n e s 

w o u l d s h a k e i t s o r d e r e d f o u n d a t i o n s . E v e n t h e m e r c h a n t s , 

a l t h o u g h i n p r a c t i c e t h e y h e l d i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n s d u r i n g 

t h e M i d d l e A g e s , g a v e a l l e g i a n c e t o m e d i e v a l s t a n d a r d s 

t h a t condemned t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . I n E n g l a n d , a s l a t e 

a d t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , t h e E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n c o n t i n u e d 

t o v o i c e s u c h m e d i e v a l p r e c e p t s . 

The i d e a l s t h a t d e v e l o p e d i n m e d i e v a l s o c i e t y w e r e 

p r i m a r i l y r e l i g i o u s i n c h a r a c t e r . T h e y t o I d " m a n t h a t i t was 

u s e l e s s t o h o a r d w o r l d l y g o o d s f o r t h i s t r a n s i t o r y l i f e 

a nd t h e y commanded h i m t o s h a r e g o o d f o r t u n e , w h i c h was 

a l w a y s t h e g i f t o f God, w i t h h i s f e l l o w men. G e n e r o s i t y , 

t h e r e f o r e , became a v i r t u e , a n d i t c o u l d b e e x p r e s s e d i n 

many w a y s , i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l g i v i n g o f a l m s t o t h e p o o r , 

i n o f f e r i n g h o s p i t a l i t y t o w a n d e r e r s and t o t h e i n d i g e n t , 

i n t h e c a r e o f p e n n i l e s s g u i l d members a n d t h e i r w i d o w s 

and o r p h a n s b y o t h e r g u i l d s m e n . 

The n u m e r o u s c o m p l a i n t s i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e d i r e g a r d o f t h i s m e d i e v a l v i r t u e o f 

g e n e r o s i t y show t h a t many E l i z a b e t h a n s w e r e i n f l u e n c e d 

b y i d e a l s s p r i n g i n g o u t o f t h e p a s t . To s u c h men, l a c k 

o f h o s p i t a l i t y m i s e r l i n e s s , and u s u r y w e r e v i c e s , 

and n e g l e c t o f o n e ' B f e l l o w w o r k e r was a s i n . 
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The E l i z a b e t h a n s i n h e r i t e d m e d i e v a l man's a w a r e n e s s 

o f e v i l a s w e l l a s h i s s e n s e o f l i f e ' s imperraanen.ee. T h e y 

b e l i e v e d , t h e r e f o r e , t h a t e x i s t e n c e o n e a r t h was a 

c o n s t a n t f i g h t t o k e e p p u r e a n d c h a s t e , a n d t h a t , a ware 

o f h i s c o m p l e t e i n a b i l i t y t o a c h i e v e t h i s e n d w i t h o u t 

t h e a i d o f God, man s h o u l d be c o n s i s t e n t l y h u m b l e . T h e i r 

c o u n t e r p a r t s i n t h e d r a m a h a v e much t o s a y i n p r a i s e o f 

c h a s t i t y and h o n e s t y , and t h e y condemn o s t e n t a t i o n a n d 

r i o t o u s s p e n d i n g , w h i c h t h e y r e g a r d a s a s i g n o f man's 

p r i d e . 

The m e d i e v a l c h u r c h h a d u s e d i t s i n f l u e n c e t o 

c o m p e l t h e m a k i n g o f r e g u l a t i o n s g o v e r n i n g t h e p r i c e 

a n d q u a l i t y o f g o o d s and i n d o i n g so h a d s t r e s s e d a g a i n 

t h e e v i l o f d e s i r i n g r i c h e s o n e a r t h and t h e s i n o f t a k i n g 

g a i n f o r t h e s a k e o f mere w e a l t h . . I t h a d s a i d , f u r t h e r m o r e , 

t h a t o n e ' s o b l i g a t i o n t o o n e ' s f e l l o w i n a common r e l i g i o u s 

u n i t s h o u l d be e x p r e s s e d i n h o n e s t and c o m p e t e n t w o r k . 

N a t u r a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , m e d i e v a l man h a d i d e a l s t h a t 

demanded f a i r a n d c a r e f u l w o r k . The E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n 

i n h e r i t e d t h e s e . The s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y m e r c h a n t w o u l d 

h a v e s a i d t h a t t h e c r a f t s m a n s h o u l d be c o n s c i e n t i o u s 

b e c a u s e o f h i s p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y a n d o f h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p 

t o h i s God. 

M e d i e o a l i d e a l s c o n c e r n i n g t h e p l a c e o f man w i t h i n 

t h e s t a t e w e r e d e t e r m i n e d b y t h e c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p 

b e t w e e n r e l i g i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l t h e o r y t h a t we h a v e 

m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . A g a i n , I n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , we 
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s h a l l f i n d . E l i z a b e t h a n s e c h o i n g m e d i e v a l t h o u g h t when t h e y 

s a y t h a t t h e i d e a l n a t i o n s h o u l d be c o m p o s e d o f r a n k u p o n 

r a n k o f p e o p l e a r r a n g e d i n an o r g a n i z e d . h i e r a c h y . T h e y 

b e l i e v e d a l s o t h a t no one s h o u l d t r y t o o c c u p y a p l a c e 

i n s o c i e t y h i g h e r t h a n t h a t i n w h i c h h e was b o r n . 

S i n c e he was i n f l u e n c e d b y two c o n f l i c t i n g s e t s 

o f i d e a l s , t h e E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n h a d a t l e a s t two d i f f e r 

d i f f e r e n t d e f i n i t i o n s o f h a p p i n e s s , o r of' w h a t c o n s t i t u t e d 

t h e g o o d - l i f e . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t h i s 

e x p r e s s e d i d e a l was more a p t t o be m e d i e v a l t h a n c o n t empo-r 

r a r y i n o r i g i n . A c c o r d i n g t o m e d i e v a l t r a d i t i o n t h e a t t a i n 

ment o f o n e ' s i d e a l s s h o u l d r e s u l t i n c o n t e n t m e n t w i t h 

o n e ' s l o t , i n t h e a b s e n c e o f a d e s i r e t o c h a n g e o r t o 

know move t h a n one n e e d e d f o r o n e ' s w o r k . The p e r f e c t man 

the c i t i z e n f o r m e d f r o m m e d i e v a l c o n c e p t s w o u l d b e humfole, 
g e n e r o u s , q u i e t s p o k e n , a n d g o d l y . S u c h i d e a l i z e d 

c h a r a c t e r s o c c u r f r e q u e n t l y i n t h e p l a y s . The g u i d e s 

t o g o d l i n e s s a n d t h e a c c o u n t s o f t h e p e r i o d s u c h a s 

t h o s e w r i t t e n b y H a r r i s o n and M o r y s o n a l s o f a v o r t h e 

c i t i z e n who p o s s e s s e d t h e t r a d i t i o n a l v i r t u e s o f 
1 

g e n e r o s i t y and h u m i l i t y , 

1 Q t h e r w r i t e r s a s w e l l p r e f e r r e d t h e m e d i e v a l t y p e 
o f c i t i z e n . " L a t i m e r a n d M g r e d e p l o r e d t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f 
c o m p e t i t i o n , t h e i d e a c&f e a c h man s e e k i n g t o b e r i c h e r 
t h a n h i s n e i g h b o r , a n d d e c l a r e d i t t o be c o n t r a r y t o t h e 
l a w s o f g o d and men, f o r e a c h t o sleek h i s own p r o f i t 
i n d e p e n d e n t l y o f t h e p r o f i t o f t h e c o m m u n i t y . " Gomme, 
The G o s e p n a u n o e o f L o n d o n , p . 3 7 1 . 
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The m e d i e v a l t r a d i t i o n s - t h a t 1 h a v e b e e n d i s c u s s i n g 

w o u l d h a v e g i v e n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n l i t t l e i n c e n t i v e 

t o w o r k h a r d , t o move f r o m one p l a c e t o a n o t h e r , o r t o 

e x p l o r e s t r a n g e c o u n t r i e s . B u t we know, o f c o u r s e , t h a t 

t h e E l i z a b e t h a n d i d - n o t p r a i s e m e d i e v a l v i r t u e s a l o n e a n d 

t h a t a g o d l y a n d q u i e t l i f e was n o t h i s o n l y i d e a l o f 

h a p p i n e s s . On t h e c o n t r a r y , h e g l o r i e d ' i n h i s r i s e i n 

t h e w o r l d , l i f e e d t o t r a v e l i n f a r c o u n t r i e s , a n d was e a g e r 

f o r a d v e n t u r e . He h a d i d e a l s f r o m h i s p r e s e n t t o j u s t i f y 

s u c h a c t i o n s a n d t o c o u n t e r b a l a n c e t h e r e s t r i c t i v e 

i n f l u e n c e o f p a s t t r a d i t i o n s . I s h a l l now t u r n t o t h e 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y t o s e e w h a t s t a n d a r d s i t g a v e t h e 

E l i z a b e t h a n . E v e n t u a l l y we may u n d e r s t a n d h i s c o n t r a d i c 

t o r y i d e a l s . 

I h a v e a l r e a d y s a i d t h a t r e l i g i o u s c u s t o m s h a d 

b e e n a l t e r e d a n d t h a t d i s c o v e r i e s h a d r e f o r m e d t h e f a c e o f 

t h e g l o b e b y t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . B u t s u c h s t a t e m e n t s 

g i v e u s no i d e a o f t h e m a g n i t u t d e o f t h e c h a n g e s t h a t h a d 

t a k e n p l a c e i n many f i e l d s o f human a c t i o n a n d t h o u g h t . I 

s h a l l h a v e t o go i n t o f u r t h e r d e t a i l b e f o r e I a t t e m p t t o 

d e f i n e t h e new i d e a l s t h a t g r e w out. o f t h e s e a l t e r e d 

d o n d i t i o n s . 

R e f o r m i n r e l i g i o n h a d n o t l e d o n l y t o new c u s t o m s . 

I t h a d e r a d i c a t e d c o m p l e t e l y m e d i e v a l s man's c o n c e p t 

o f a u n i t e d C h r i s t e n d o m . E u r o p e was no l o n g e r h e l d 

[ t o g e t h e r , l o o s e l y b u t f i r m l y , i n a s i n g l e f a i t h . On 
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t h e c o n t r a r y , i t h a d b e e n s p l i t i n t o s h a r p l y d e f i n e d g r o u p s 

by t h e r i s e o f d i v e r s e s e c t s among whom t h e r e was no common 

g r o u n d s i n c e e a c h c l a i m e d t o •have t h e e x c l u s i v e r e l i g i o u s 

t r u t h . 

W i t h t h e g r o w t h o f n a t i o n a l i s m t h e d i v i s i o n s f o u n d 

i n r e l i g i o n b e g a n t o be d u p l i c a t e d i n p o l i t i c a l l i f e . 

The snan who, i n t h e M i d d l e A g e s , w o u l d h a v e d e s c r i b e d 

h i m s e l f a s a C h r i s t i a n , now, i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 

w o u l d t h i n k o f h i m s e l f a s a ^oman C a t h o l i c o r H u g u e n o t 

F r e n c h m a n o r a s a P r o t e s t a n t D utchman. The i n d i v i d u a l 

n a t i o n ^ a n d t h e r e l i g i o u s g r o u p w e r e b e c o m i n g more 1 

i m p o r t a n t t h a n a u n i t e d E u r o p e a n C h r i s t e n d o m ^ 

E c o n o m i c and c u l t u r a l c h a n g e s c o m b i n e d w i t h 

t h e s e r e l i g i o u s a n d p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s a n d r e s u l t e d 

i n a p r o f o u n d s h i f t i n t h e E u r o p e a n * s r o u t l o o k . B y 

t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , m a n k i n d no l o n g e r w h o l e h e a r t e d l y 

s u b s c r i b e d t o t h e m e d i e v a l d o c t r i n e t h a t l i f e o n e a r t h 

was c o m p l e t e l y s i n f u l , w o r t h l e s s a n d t r a n s i t o r y . R e f o r m 

movements i n t h e c h u r c h h a d t o l d h i m o f t h e p r i e s t h o o d 

o f t h e C h r i s t i a n man a n d h a d r e m i n d e d h i m t h a t , e v i l 

t h o u g h he was, he n e e d e d o n l y h i m s e l f a n d God t o f i n d 

g r a c e . The r e n e w e d s t u d y o f G r e e k ana.Roman l e t t e r s h a d 

shown h i m t h e m a g n i t u d e o f man's p a s t e f f o r t s a n d h a d 

t a u g h t h i m t h a t i t was n o t f o r b i d d e n t o e n j o y t h i s l i f e . 

The d e v e l o p m e n t o f t r a d e a nd t h e g r o w t h o f t h e m e r c h a n t 

c l a s s h a d d e m o n s t r a t e d t o h i m t h a t e f f o r t i n t h i s w o r l d 

was s o m e t i m e r e w a r d e d . I t i s l i t t l e w o n d e r t h a t t h e 
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sixteenth century man's focus was in the contemporary 
world rather than in eternity and that he f e l t an 
increasing pride in himself and in his nation. 

The Elizabethan citizen, in common with other men, 
slowly build up a new philosophy to f i t the new facts 
that he had observed and he modified many of his ideals 
concerning religion, the state, success, and education. 
!&; shall not pay much attention to that part of his 
philosophy which duplicated the thought of members of 
other classes. For instance, knowing that both he and the 
nobles and clergy exalted the Cgueen and England and were 
proud of l i v i n g in an exciting age t e i l s us l i t t l e new 
about the citizen. But we shall notice particularly 
certain ideals that he seemed to have formed for himself 
alone. No other dlass in soicety gave these ideals such 

1 
loyal adherence and such voluble expression. 

Of a l l Elizabethans the citizen was most directly 
influenced by the extension of trade and the growth 
of the importance of money, and, therefore, the ideals 
that he made his own were rooted in commerce and, 
particularly,in the use of capital. As a result, both time 

1 " The new world was to be different. Commerce was to 
rule i t s ways and to govern events. Feudal dues were to give 
way to economic laws. Discorvery and adventure were to be 
the passwords of a new l i f e . The hero of the old world 
was perhaps Henry Vf/the hero of the new world was to be 
Drake, and, later on, Gresham." Gommet, -
The Governaunce of London, p. 370. 
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and money grew to be o f g r e a t importance t o tbe c i t i z e n 

In a sense, both c o u l d be used as c a p i t a l and made to • r e 

produce p r o f i t s . To keep and to make money and to 

conserve and to use time as f u l l y as p o s s i b l y became 

i d e a l s t o the c i t i z e n , and he i n v e n t e d two v i r t u e s , those 

o f t h r i f t and i n d u s t r y , to complement h i s i d e a l s . 

The c i t i z e n was so convinced o f the importance o f 

hiB i d e a l s and o f the power o f t h e i r a t t e n d a n t v i r t u e s 

t h a t he urged them upon a l l around him. Wives, a p p r e n t i c e s , 

sons, and servants^ f o r i n s t a n c e , are a l l t o l d to be 

prudent with money. The c i t i z e n repeated P o l o n i u s ' 

" n e i t h e r a borrower n o r a l e n d e r be" many/times a day. 

The shopkeeper-warned t h e housewife not to waste h e r money 

on unnecessary c l o t h e s and r e q u i r e d h e r to more than make 

the f u r n e r meats f u r n i s h f o r t h the marriage t a b l e s . The 

wealthy merchant t o l d the young man t h a t t h r i f t would 

i n c r e a s e h i s i n h e r i t a n c e . The master forbade the a p p r e n t i c e s 

to spend t h e i r wages i n d i d i n g and d r i n k i n g , and, i n the 

name o f t h r i f t , urged them to s e l l a l l m a t e r i a l i n the 

shop, even i f i t were poor and i n f e r i o r , 

1 Hamlet, 1, i i i , 75. 
2. c f . Hamlet's " t h r i f t , t h r i f t , H o r a t i o I » Hamlet, l , i i , 1 8 0 . 
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I n a s i m i l a r m a n n e r t h e c i t i z e n i n s i s t e d o n t h e 

c o n s e r v a t i o n o f t i m e a n d t h e p r a c t i c e o f i n d u s t r y . T o 

h i m l a z i n e s s a n & 3 t a & c t i v i t y w e r e s i n s , b e c a u s e b o t h w a s t e d 
1 

t i m e . H e h a d l i t t l e s y m p a t h y w i t h t h e u n e m p l o y e d f o r h e 
2 

t h o u g h t t h a t a m a n w h o d i d n o t l a b o r d i d n o t w a n t t o . 

I n t h e p l a y s , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e m a s t e r s u r g e w o r k u p o n 

t h e i r s e r v a n t s a n d t h e s e r v a n t s c o m p l a i n i f i t i s w i t h h e l d 

f r o m t h e m . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o i d e a l i z i n g t h e s a v i n g o f t i m e a n d 

m o n e y t h e m e r c h a n t p r a i s e d h o n e s t y , m o d e r a t i o n , a n d 

- g o b M e t y , A t f i r s t s i g h t , i t m i g h t s e e m a s i f we h a v e 

d i s c u s s e d t h e s e v i r t u e s a s o n e s i n h e r i t e d f r o m m e d i e v a l 

t r a d i t i o n . B u t v l m e n t i o n : ) t h e m a g a i n h e r e b e c a u s e t h e 

c i t i z e n c h a n g e d t h e m s o t h a t t h e y n o w s e e m s u b s i d i a r y 

t o t h r i f t a n d i n d u s t r y . T h e m e r c h a n t , f o r e x a m p l e , h a s 

m u c h t o s a y i n p r a i s e o f h o n e s t y , b u t h i s h o n e s t y w a s 

t e m p e r e d b y p r u d e n c e , a s we s h a l l s e e l a t e r I n t h e 

p l a y s . H e w a s e a g e r e n o u g h t o s e n d h i s c u s t o m e r s t o 

t h e C o u n t e r f o r d e b t i f i f c h e y i d i d r n o t p a y h i m . O n t h e 

o t h e r h a n d , h e c o n d o n e d p r a c t i c e s e q u a l l y d i s h o n e s t . H e 

w a s a l w a y s r e a d y t o s e l l p o o r g o o d s a t a n u n f a i r p r i c e 

H e e m p h a s i s e d s o b r i e t y a n d m o d e r a t i o n i n t h e 

s a m e m a n n e r . H e p r a i s e d s o b r i e t y i n h i s s e r v a n t s a n d 

a p p r e n t i c e s b e c a u s e i t l e d t o l e s s w a s t e f u l s p e n d i n g , a n d 
1 o f . m e d i e v a l a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s S l o t h , one o f t h e s e w n 

d e a d l y s i n s . 
2- c f . H a r r i s o n . He r e a l i z e d p r o b l e m c a n n o t be s o l v e d 

a t w h i p p i n g p o s t . 
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he was pleased, when h i s w i f e showed moderation i n d r e s s 

because h e r r e s t r a i n t conserved m a t e r i a l and money. 

I t Is d o u b t f u l whether he wished h i s noble customers to 

p r a c t i c e these v i r t u e s as w e l l . 

The c i t i z e n formed a new c r i t e r i o n o f happiness to 

agree w i t h h i s new i d e a l s . In a w o r l d where he saw 

s e l f - s e e k i n g rewarded he no. l o n g e r f e l t compelled, as 

h i s medieval p r e d e c e s s o r had done, to c u l t i v a t e peace 

o f mind and r e s i g n a t i o n to God's w i l l , . & e no l o n g e r 

wanted to wait f o r compensation i n e t e r n i t y . Consequently, 

h i s d e f i n i t i o n o f the good l i f e c o n t r a s t e d s t r a n g e l y 

w i t h t h a t o f medieval man. Happiness,to the E l i z a b e t h a n 

c i t i z e n who was i n f l u e n c e d by contemporary i d e a l s , was 

t o be found in success i n the world. T h i s success c o u l d 

take many forms. I t might be shown by the accumulation 

of g r e a t wealth, by the purchase o f l a n d , o r by the 

attainment o f knighthood. 

Wealth, t i t l e s , l a n d , the s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y merchant 

d e s i r e d and f r e q u e n t l y , he succeeded i n o b t a i n i n g a l l t h r e e . 

But t h e r e was one t h i n g t h a t many c i t i z e n s wanted even 

more than these t a n g i b l e evidence o f t h e i r i n d u s t r y , 

1 Ividence o f the d e c e i t the c i t i z e n sometimes 
p r a c t i s e d i n o r d e r to o b t a i n a t i t l e w i l l be found i n the 
p l a y s . But one or two o t h e r examples are i n t e r e s t i n g . S i r 
W i l l i a m D e t h i c k , Garter-King-at-Arms, 1586-1605. whose 
mother was a Jkitch shoemaker's daughter and whose grandmother 
was a baker's daughter, was accused o f s e l l i n g and f o r g i n g 
papers. The a c c u s a t i o n was brought f o r t h by o t h e r members 
o f the C o l l e g e o f Arms. The famous and s u c c e s s f u l attfflmp& 
o f Shakespeare to o b t a i n arms i s f a m i l i a r to everyone, but 
i t i s not so w e l l known t h a t an u n p u b l i s h e d pamphlet accused 
him o f doing so i l l e g a l l y . Two o t h e r p l a y e r s , P h i l l i p s and 

. Pope were accused o f the same action.Shakespeare's England, 
v.11,82—83, 
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T h i s was e d u c a t i o n f o r t h e i r s o n s . The m i d d l e c l a s s 

i d e a l i z e d academic l e a r n i n g as t h e i r d e s c e n d a n t s do 

t o d a y . They t h o u g h t t h a t i t w o u l d open e v e r y d o o r and s o l v e 

e v e r y p r o b l e m , and t h e y h a d some j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r t h e i r 

b e l i e f . I t i s c e r t a i n l y t r u e t h a t t h e i n t e l l i g e n t son o f 

a m i d d l e c l a s s m e r c h a n t who o b t a i n e d a good e d u c a t i o n 

c o u l d r e a c h a p o s i t i o n open f o r m e r l y o n l y t o a member 

1 

o f t h e c l e r g y o r t h e n o b i l i t y . 

Such were t h e v a l u e s and t h e b e l i e f s t h a t t h e 

E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n b u i l t up from t h e w o r l d a r o u n d h i m . 

Yi/hen he v i s u a l i z e d an i d e a l man t o f i t them he w o u l d 

see a t h r i f t y m e r c h a n t , p r o b a b l y w i t h one son a t t h e 

u n i v e r s i t y , h o n e s t as f a r as h o n e s t y was c o m p a t i b l e w i t h 

s h r e w d n e s s , p r o u d o f h i s t i t l e s from t h e t h e k i n g and o f 

h o n o u r s from t h e c i t y , and t h e owner o f a l a r g e town 

house and a c o u n t r y e s t a t e . 
1 An a m a z i n g number o f t h e E n g l i s h grammar s c h o o l s 

w e r e f o u n d e d a n d s u p p o r t e d b y t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n s , e g . 
S t . P a u l s S c h o o l was f o u n d e d i n 1509 b y C o l e t b u t - w a s 
m a i n t a i n e d b y t h e c i t y . The M e r c e r s ' S c h o o l a n d The 
M e r c h a n t T a y l o r s ' w e r e a l s o endowed b y m e r c h a n t s . C h r i s t ' s 
H o s p i t a l was one o f H e n r y V l l l ' s f o u n d a t i o n s , b u t was 
s u p p o r t e d b y L o n d o n e r s a n d was t h e r e c e p i e n t o f l a r g e 
sums g i v e n b y Dame Ramsay, t h e widow o f a f o r m e r L o r d 
M a y o r , ^ h a r t e r h o u s e was s u p p o r t e d b y C h a r l e s S u t t o n , 
a g o v e r n m e n t o f f i c a l who h a d a m a s s e d g r e a t w e a l t h . S e e , 
M u l l i n g e r , J . B . , " E n g l i s h Grammar S c h o o l s , " CHUL, v o l . I V , 
p . 3 6 8 . 
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I f we compare t h i s idealized, merchant with the one 

that the c i t i z e n migfht have formed from medieval t r a d i t i o n s 

we can see how greatly they would d i f f e r and we can under

stand the confusion that resulted when he t r i e d to combine 

medieval and contemporary values i n one man. No merchant, 

r e a l or imaginary, could be generous, yet saving; w i l l i n g 

to l i s t e n to the complaints of beggars and to open h i s 

house f o r every man's entertainment and never ready to 

leave h i s work; humble, and yet proud of h i s success. 

In a l a t e r chapter we s h a l l see the i d e a l s that 

1.: have discussed i l l u s t r a t e d i n the plays. At the same 

time,/,we s h a l l learn that the drama r e f l e c t s the confusion &n.A 

ihe i n s e c u r i t y of the sixteenth century merchant who 

t r i e d to reconcile contradictory influences from the 

past and from the contemporary world 



The D r a m a t i s t s and the Drama 37 
i 

Up to t h i s p o i n t I have g i v e n the e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l 

and t o p o g r a p h i c a l background o f the p l a y s . I n a d d i t i o n , 

I s h a l l suppose t h a t the r e a d e r has a moderate acquain

tance with the h i s t o r y o f l i t e r a t u r e up to the time o f 

E l i z a b e t h . I t w i l l not-be necessary f o r me to g i v e any 

d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the E l i z a b e t h a n drama. I s h a l l 

not be concerned with the l i t e r a r y m e r i t s o f the p l a y s 

but s h a l l c o n s i d e r them p r i n c i p a l l y f o r the i n f o r m a t i o n 

t h a t they c o n t a i n about E l i z a b e t h a n l i f e and times. 

N a t u r a l l y , then, every: typet'of'pitay w i l l come 

w i t h i n the range o f t h i s essay. The anonymous and the 

mediocre w i l l s erve as w e l l as the m a s t e r p i e c e . Indeed 

more i n f o r m a t i o n on the l i f e o f the c i t i z e n may be 

o b t a i n e d from the p l a y s p r a i s e d by the r a b b l e a t the 

Red B u l l than from those i n f a v o r at B l a c k f r i a r s o r 

i n the c o u r t l y c i r c l e o f the Countess o f Pembroke, 

Some system, however, w i l l have to be imposed on 

the p l a y s i n o r d e r to s e l e c t the i n f o r m a t i o n needed and 
to judge i t s worth. The method I s h a l l use w i l l be 

I F o r t h e background i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s 
c h a p t e r I am c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d t o : 

Brooke, Tucker, The Tudor Drama. • 

Chambers, E.K. The E l i z a b e t h a n Stage. 

C l a r k , A.M. Heywood. 

Cromwell, O t e l i a , Heywood. 

Hunt, Mary L e l a n d , Thomas Dekker, a Study. 

Jordan, J.C. Robert Greene. 

B e l t e , Mowbray, Bourgeois Elements i n the Drama o f Thorn 
Heywood. " - — 
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t o group under separate headings r e f e r e n c e s to h a b i t s , 

customs, houses, o r laws, i r r e s p e c t i v e o f the time o f 

p l a y i n which each r e f e r e n c e o c c u r s . I have g a t h e r e d 

and s o r t e d the m a t e r i a l to g i v e , as f a r as p o s s i b l e , a 

composite estimate o f the Londoner's o u t l o o k on these 

and o t h e r v a r i e d s u b j e c t s . 

My method i n v o l v e d some d i f f i c u l t i e s . F o r example, 

comments from d i f f e r e n t p l a y s , even on such an i n s i g n i f i c a n t 

a r t i c l e as a r u f f , are v e r y apt to c o n t r a d i c t each o t h e r . 

T h i s divergence u s u a l l y arose from two causes. On the one 

hand the sources were sometimes sep a r a t e d by as much as 

t h i r t y y e a r s . On the o t h e r , the a t t i t u d e o f the two 

o r more d r a m a t i s t s who had w r i t t e n on the s u b j e c t were 

o f t e n c o m pletely opposed. 0;ne p l a y w r i g h t v/as,perhaps, 

i n favour o f the r u f f and o f f i n e d i s p l a y ; another o f t e n 

regarded both as s i g n s o f o s t e n t a t i o n ; I attempted to 

d i s p o s e o f the f i r s t d i f f i c u l t y by p o i n t i n g out changed 

c o n d i t i o n s o r by a r r a n g i n g the m a t e r i a l i n c h r o n o l o g i c a l 

o r d e r . The second one c a l l e d f o r more d e t a i l e d a t t e n t i o n . 

I t c o u l d be s o l v e d o n l y by knowing the a t t i t u d e o f the 

v a r i o u s d r a m a t i s t s . T h e r e f o r e , I s h a l l b r i e f l y d e s c r i b e 
1 

them and t h e i r backgrounds. 

X 1 J e s t i n g P i l a t e ' s q u e s t i o n , "what i s t r u t h " , might ' 
cause f u r t h e r c o n f u s i o n . Every man, t h e r e f o r e , every 
d r a m a t i s t ^ s e e s h i s own t r u t h . I n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n we must 
say with Aldous Huxley t h a t to c a r r y on an i n t e l l i g e n t 
e x i s t e n c e we are f o r c e d t o presuppose c e r t a i n t h i n g s . I f ~ 
Ben Jonson choses to a t t a c k " f o l l i e s and f o i b l e s " something 
must have e x i s t e d to warrant h i s b i t t e r n e s s . As f a r as 
p o s s i b l e I w h a l l be concerned w i t h the c o n d i t i o n r a t h e r 
than w i t h the judgement. 
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The p r i n c i p a l d r a m a t i s t s who w i l l be c o n s i d e r e d are 

M i d d l e t o n , Dekker, Marston, Chapman, Heywood and Jonson. 

Anonymous o r b a r e l y known w r i t e r s such as Cooke, Tomkins, .>r 

and Machin a l s o wrote p l a y s on London l i f e . A l l o f these 

men may be d i v i d e d i n t o two groups on the baiis o f t h e i r 

approach to the middle c l a s s . One group f a v o r e d the c i U z e n ; 

the o t h e r used him s o l e l y as a source o f r i d i c u l e . F o r my 

purpose, I s h a l l c o n s i d e r f i r s t the w r i t e r s who speak 

on b e h a l f o f the Londoner. These are Dekker, Heywood, and 

a few o f the anonymous and minor w r i t e r s . 

Very l i t t l e i s known o f Dekker's l i f e . T r a d i t i o n c a l l s 

him a shoemaker o f Dutch o r i g i n . H i s most popular p l a y , 

The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y , bears out t h i s t a l e . I t c o n t a i n s 

the b e s t account i n the drama o f t h e shoemakers* l i f e and 

one o f the c h a r a c t e r s , Lacy, assumesihe d i s g u i s e o f a 

Butch journeyman. Many r e f e r e n c e s w i l l be made to t h i s 

p l a y througout the essay. Whatever Dekker's p o s i t i w i and 

aneestry may have been, p u b l i c r e c o r d s , h i s own w r i t i n g s 

and those o f h i s contemporaries show t h a t he knew p o v e r t y 

and d i s g r a c e . He was imprisoned f o r debt and j u s t saved 

from t h e Counter a t another time. 

With such a background Dekker c o u l d be expected t o 

f a v o u r the c i t i z e n s . Indeed, h i s enthusiasm f o r them 

c a r r i e d him so f a r t h a t h i s c h a r a c t e r s are u n d e n i a b l y 

i d e a l i z e d . Any e v a l u a t i o n o f Dekker must be governed n o t 

o n l y by the knowledge o f t h i s i d e a l i z a t i o n but by an 

estimate o f h i s c h a r a c t e r as w e l l . He was o f an open 
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and f r i e n d l y d i s p o s i t i o n w h i c h d i d n o t l o o k t o o d e e p l y 

i n t o t h e s o u r c e s o f i n c i d e n t a n d e m o t i o n . Deptfft o f 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n c a n n o t h e e x p e c t e d f r o m h i m . On t h e 

o t h e r h a n d , t h e r e a r e v i r t u e s i n D e k k e r s a p p r o a c h . The 

s u r f a c e j u d g e m e n t t h a t he g i v e s o f e v e n t s and p e o p l e w o u l d 

be t h e same a s t h a t g i v e n b y t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y c i t i z e n . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , h i s g o o d humour and i n t e r e s t i n . h i s f e l l o w m e n 

a l l o w e d h i m t o d e p i c t c h a r a c t e r Wi£hT a f r i e n d l y t o u c h 

t h a t c r e a t e d r e a l i t y . The p l a y s i n w h i c h he c o l l a b o r a t e d 

h a v e n o t t h i s b r i g h t n e s s o f o u t l o o k . The d a r k e r t o n e i s 

g e n e r a l l y r e g a r d e d t o be t h e r e s u l t o f t h e i n f l u e n c e o f 

h i s c o l l a b o r a t o r s . F o r t h i s e s s a y D e k k e r i s t h e c r e a t o r 
1 

o f E y r e a n d M a r g e r y , 

~T~ See R h y s , E,, I n t r o d u c t i o n t o t h e M e r m a i d e d i t i o n : 
Much o f t h e d e s c r i p t i o n s i n h i s p l a y s c a s t a a 

v i v i d l i g h t u p o n t h i s w i l d l i f e o f t h e p ]gg$iouse 
a n d t a v e r n w h i c h h e , w i t h o t h e r " y o u n g p o e t s o f t h e " 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y d e c a d e t e r m i n a t i n g t h e s i x t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y m u s t h a v e l i v e . . . S o m e o f t h e s c e n e s i n 
The H o n e s t Whore, and a g a i n i n S a t i r o m a s t i x and 
o t h e r o f t h e l e s s e r known c o m e d i e s a r e f u l l o f t h i s 
i n t e r e s t , p . x i i . 

The c r a f t s m a n ' s l i f e , m e r g i n i l s e l f i n t h e c i t i z e n s . ! 
i s t h e end a n d a l l o f t h e p l a y ; t h e K i n g h i m s e l f i s 
b u t a shadow o f s o c i a l e m i n e n c e c o m p a r e d w i t h t h e L o r d 
M a y o r . S i m o n E y r e , t h e s h o e m a k e r , j o l l i e s t , m o s t e x u b e 
r a n t o f a l l comedy t y p e s , i s t h e v e r y i n c a r n a t i o n o f 
t h e h e a r t y E n g l i s h c h a r a c t e r d n i t s p r o s p e r o u s w o r k a d a y 
s i d e , u n t r o u b l e d b y s p i r i t u a l m i s g i v i n g s and i n t r o s p e c 
t i o n s and he i s so s e t a m i d s t t h e r e s t o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s 
a s t o d e l i g h t f u l l y f u l f i l t h e j o y o u s m a i n i n t e n t i o n 
o f t h e p l a y . J J . x v E i . 

The s t r e e t s and s h o p s s c e n e s , ( M a t c h Me i n L o n d o n ) 
s u p p o s e d t o b e p l a c e d c h i e f l y i n S e v i l l e m i g h t j u s t 
a s w e l l b e i n L o n d o n . D e k k e r t r a n s f e r s t h e " C o u n t e r " 
t h e r e w i t h o u t h e s i t a t i o n , a n d w x c e p t f o r o c c a s i o n a l 
d o u b t f u l a t t e m p t s a t S p a n i s h l o c a l c o l o u r , t h e p l a y 
i s as n a t i v e a s a n y t h i n g t h a t D e k k e r h a s d o n e , p . x x x v i i i . 
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Heywood. s h o u l d f o l l o w D e k k e r i n a d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e 

p l a y w r i g h t s who s p o k e f o r t h e c i t i z e n . He h a s b e e n 
1 

c a l l e d t h e f o u n d e r o f d o m e s t i c drama. Many w r i t e r s 

h a v e d i s p u t e d h i s t i t l e , b u t I . / s h a l l n 6 t q u e s t i o n i t 

an d w i l l go f u r t h e r a n d e q u a t e d o m e s t i c d r a m a and t h e 

p l a y s d e a l i n g w i t h m i d d l e c l a s s home l i f e . I t i s my 

b e l i e f t h a t i n t e r e s t i n t h e home, a n d , p a r t i c u l a r l y , i n ' 

woman's p l a c e i n i t came w i t h t h e i n c r e a s e d w e a l t h 
2 

and k n o w l e d g e o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . T h e r e f o r e , d o m e s t i c 

d r a m a c o u l d n o t e x i s t u n t i l p l a y s were w r i t t e n a b o u t t h e 

c i t i z e n . L e t me p r o v e my p o i n t b y i l l u s t r a t i o n . I f 

d o m e s t i c drama i s t o r e f e r s o l e l y t o r e l a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e 

home, O t h e l l o , M a c b e t h , L e a r a r e d o m e s t i c d r a m a s . T h i s 
3 

s t a t e m e n t , o f c o u r s e , i s r i d i c u l o u s , 
1 c f . P o w e l l , E n g l i s h D o m e s t i c R e l a t i o n s , O t e l i a 

C r o m w e l l , Heywood, f o r . t w w . o p p o s i n g i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s . 

2 c f . d i s c u s s i o n o f women, p o s t . p p . 1 1 2 - 1 2 0 . 

3 C o n d u c t b o o k s and r e l i g i o u s t r e a t i s e s s u p p o r t my 
c o n t e n t i o n . T h e y a l s o show'an i n c r e a s e d i n t e r e s t i n 
women's p l a c e i n t h e home. 
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I f d o m e s t i c d r a m a i s d e f i n e d i n t h e above manner 

Heywood d e s e r v e s h i s t i t l e . H i s f o r e m o s t c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

a r e i n t h i s f i e l d . A Woman K i l l e d w i t h K i n d n e s s t r e a t s 

m i d d l e c l a s s m a r i t a l p r o b l e m s w i t h a s y m p a t h e t i c m a n n e r 

and n o t s o l e l y a s a s u b j e c t f o r r i d i c u l e . M i s t r e s s 

F r a n k f o r d " i s n o t t h e t y p i c a l c i t i z e n ' s w i f e d u p e d b y a 
1 

g a l l a n t . W e n d o l l i s n o t t h e t y p i c a l s e d u c e r . T h e y a r e 

b o t h , t h o u g h i n a d e q u a t e l y draws, r a t h e r a v e r a g e human 

b e i n g s i n a v e r a g e c i r c u m s t a n c e s c o n f r o n t e d b y a q u e s t i o n 
2 

o f m o r a l s t h a t c a n n o t be e a s i l y s o l v e d . A l l Heywood's 

p l a y s d i s p l a y a s i m i l a r i n t e r e s t i n m i d d l e c l a s s l i f e . 

H i s v a l u e may b e d e s c r i b e d t h u s : 
W h i l e he p o s s e s s e d t h e g i f t o f g e n u i n e p a t h o s , 

he was i n c a p a b l e o f l e n d i n g w o r d s t o p a s s i o n , 
h i s s a t i r i c g i f t was s m a l l and h e r a r e l y s o u g h t 
t o e x e r c i s e i t , h i s w i t and humour m o v i g g more 
o r l e s s w i t h i n c o n v e n t i o n a l b o u n ds....He was 
d e v o i d o f any l y r i c v e i n t h o u g h t h e p o p u l a r 
s y m p a t h i e s b y w h i e n h ^ was s t i r r e d m i g h t h a v e s e e e d 
seemed l i k e l y t o move h i m t o s o n g - f o r p a t r i o t i s m , 
b o t h n a t i o n a l and c i v i c was s e d o n d n a t u r e t o 
h i m . 

2 
Beaumont and F l e t c h e r o p p o s e d t h e v u l g a r t a s t e 

o f t h e d a y a h d J o n s o n t h e u n l e t t e r e d , b u t o f a l l 
t h e d r a m a t i s t s Heywood w a s t h e m o s t c o m p l i a n t w i t h 
t h e p u b l i c and y i e l d e d w i t h e a s y a c q u i e s c e n c e 
w h o l e - h e a r t e d s u r r e n d e r . What t h e p u b l i c demanded 
t h a t w o u l d i t g e t , w h e t h e r i n c r e d i b l e r o m a n c e s o r 
l a c r y m o s e t r a g i c o m e d i e s o f t h e home, c h r o n i c l e 
h i s t o r i e s , showy m y t h o l o g i e s , o r c l a s s i c a l t r a g e d i e s , 
a d v e n t u r e o n t h e h i g h s e a s , i n t r i g u e c o m e d i e s o r 
c o u r t l y r o m a n c e s . 

3 
1 Y e t h e r e a s y s u r r e n d e r i l l u s t r a t e s t h e E l i z a b e t h a n 

c o n c e p t o f woman's e s s e n t i a l f r a i l i t y . H o w e v e r , she 
d o e s n o t t a k e h e r l a x i t y a s n a t u r a l as do so many o f 
t h e o t h e r women i n t h e p l a y s . ' 

2 Ward, A.W.,"Thomas Heywood," C a m b r i d g e H i s t o r y o f  
E n g l i s h L i t e r a t u r e , v o l . 6,pp.119-120. 

3 cI a r k , *A.V. T j w m a » tf « V 
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Heywood's p l a y s a r e o f u s e f o r r e a s o n s o t h e r t h a n 

t h o s e s u g g e s t e d a b o v e . T h e y a r e f i l l e d w i t h d e t a i l s o f 

t h e f u r n i s h i n g s a n d c u s t o m s o f a m i d d l e c l a s s h o u s e h o l d . 

The c o u n t r y h o u s e o f a w e l l - t o - d o c i t i z e n c a n b e 

r e c o n s t r u c t e d i n i m a g i n a t i o n f r o m c e r t a i n o f t h e s t a g e 

d i r e c t i o n s and f r o m t h e s p e e c h e s i i n A Woman K i l l e d w i t h  

K i n d n e s s . 

B o t h D e k k e r a n d Heywood, h o w e v e r , h a v e w e a k n e s s e s . 

D e k k e r ' s n a t u r a l c h e e r f u l n e s s , a s I h a v e s a i d , makes h i m 

i d e a l i z e h i s c h a r a c t e r s . Heywood i s n a i v e and seems u n a w a r e 

o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f p h y s i c a l h a r d s h i p . Y e t , t h e two 

d r a m a t i s t s b e t w e e n t h e m d e s c r i b e a g o o d l y p o r t i o n o f 

t h e c i t i z e n ' s a c t i v i t y . D e k k e r i l l u m i n e s t h e c o m b i n e d 

s h o p a n d home l i f e ; Heywood t h e m i d d l e c l a s s home 

and t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s c r e a t e d w i t h i n i t . 

The p l a y s o f L o d g e and G r e e n e a r e u s u a l l y ^ . ^ a v o r a b l e 

t o t h e c i t i z e n , b u t a r e o f s u c h m i n o r i m p o r t a n c e a n d 

i n d e f i n i t e w o r t h t h a t t h e a t t i t u d e o f t h e w a i t e r s c a n n o t 

be c l e a r l y f o r m u l a t e d . T h e i r p a m p h l e t l i t e r a t u r e , o n t h e 

o t h e r h a n d , s p e a k s v i v i d l y o f t h e e v i l s o f L o n d o n , The 

o u t l o o k o f L o d g e a n d o f G r e e n e w i l l be i l l u s t r a t e d a s 

r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e i r p l a y s may b e u s e d . 

1 The p a m p h l e t l i t e r a t u r e f o r m s e x c e l l e n t b a c k g r o u n d 
m a t e r i a l f o r a st u i f l y o f t h i s t y p e . 
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Two t h i n g s are n o t i c e a b l e i n t h e p l a y s t h a t a t t a c k 

the c i t i z e n . In the f i r s t p l a c e , the number o f them 

i s s u r p r i s i n g l y large* when i t i s compared w i t h the 

number o f those f a v o r i n g the c i t i z e n . I n s t e a d o f 

the two o r t h r e e important p l a y w r i g h t s who t h i n k s L o r d 

Mayors and aldermen worthy o f p r a i s e , t h e r e are f i v e o r 

s i x who condemn them as s t u p i d , r i d i c u l o u s , and g u l l i b l e . 

Secondly, these p l a y s p r e s e n t an almost u n i f o r m p i c t u r e , 

one t h a t i s i n most cases extremely b i t t e r . 

T h i s l a r g e number may be the r e s u l t o f an a c c i d e n t 

i n p r e s e r v a t i o n . J u s t as much o f the pamphlet l i t e r a t u r e 

must have p e r i s h e d because o f i t s inadequate b i n d i n g and 

t r a n s i t o r y i n t e r e s t so many o f the p l a y s f a v o r i n g the 

c i t i z e n and designed f o r t h e audiente a t The Red B u l l 

may have disappeared. These p l a y s must have been 

thrown t o g e t h e r h a s t i l y , r a r e l y p u b l i s h e d , and s t i l l 

more r a r e l y p r e s e r v e d . The audience f o r which they were 

w r i t t e n would be l e s s l i t e r a r y and more e a s i l y p l e a s e d 

than an a r i s t o c r a t i c one. There would, t h e r e f o r e , be 

l i t t l e c a r e g i v e n to e i t h e r the w r i t i n g o r the p r i n t i n g 

o f p o p u l a r p l a y s . 

Such a s u p p o s i t i o n seems to be the o n l y e x p l a n a t i o n 

f o r the l a r g e number o f extant p l a y s that r i d i c u l e t h e 

middle c l a s s . I t i s impossible to b e l i e v e that, the 

London c i t i z e n s would have been s a t i s f i e d ' w i t h p l a y s 

t h a t f o l l o w e d the p a t t e r n o f Michaelmas Term o n l y 
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Members o f no o t h e r audience would l i s t e n to themselves 

guyed as monotonously as the- c i t i z e n vrould have been 

f o r c e d t o i f the p l a y s extant were to r e p r e s e n t a l l those 

acted i n E l i z a b e t h ' s day. 

Now t h a t I have attempted to account",for t h e l a r g e 

number o f p l a y s d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t the c i t i z e n , I s h a l l 

t r y to f i n d reasons f o r the s i m i l a r i t y o f tone found i n 

them. I t i s s u r p r i s i n g l y u n i form. Was the c i t i z e n as 

contemptible as these d r a m a t i s t s f e l t him t o be o r was 

t h e r e some o t h e r reason f o r t h e i r unanimous adverse c r i t i 

cism? 

These a t t a c k s might have sprung from s e v e r a l causes. 

I n the f i r s t p l a c e , the d r a m a t i s t might have found i t more 

p r o f i t a b l e t o c a t e r t o an a r i s t o c r a t i c audience than to 

one composed o f c i t i z e n s . He might be taken under the 

patronage o f a g r e a t l o r d and thus have h i s p l a y s p u b l i s h e d 

and acted.without f e a r o f the censor. Secondly, he 

might be annoyed by the a t t i t u d e o f the a u t h o r i t i e s i n 

London; The town c o u n c i l l o r s d i d a l l they c o u l d to 

prevent the spread o f p l a y - g o i n g . The p l a y w r i g h t might 

be expected, t h e r e f o r e , t o s a t i r i z e the members o f the 

group wJiidithreatened h i s means o f l i v e l i h o o d . 

F i n a l l y , e s p e c i a l l y l a t e i n the p e r i o d , many o f 

the p l a y w r i g h t s were gentlemen o r , i f not, they wished 

to be connected with the l e i s u r e d c l a s s . They would, 

consequently, w r i t e f o r the c o u r t and f o r the 
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a r i s t o c r a t r a t h e r than f o r the' c raftsman. 

The u n i f o r m i t y o f the a t t a c k on the c i t i z e n , therefore, 

as w e l l as the l a r g e number o f p l a y s t h a t c o n t a i n i t , may 

be e q u a l l y d e c e p t i v e . Both may s p r i n g from w i d e l y v a r i e d 

motives and may not be the r e s u l t o f many men o b s e r v i n g 
2 

the same t r u t h . The i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the middle c l a s s 

found i n the p l a y s w r i t t e n by the members o f the a r i s t o c r a t i c 

group o f p l a y w r i g h t s must be c a r e f u l l y b a l a n c e d a g a i n s t 

the e n t h u s i a s t i c p r a i s e found i n . t h e works o f Dekker 

and Heywood. 

Keeping t h i s warning i n mind, I s h a l l now c o n s i d e r 

the separate members o f t h i s groups. The important 

p l a y w r i g h t s are Jonson, M i d d l e t o n , Rowley, Chapman, 

Beaumont and F l e t c h e r . The l a r g e number o f the anonymous 

and minor w r i t e r s w i l l be i n c l u d e d w i t h t h e s e . The work 

o f these l e s s e r men w i l l be d i s c u s s e d as a whole towards 

the end o f the s e c t i o n , so t h a t the f a v o r extended to the 

c i t i z e n by c e r t a i n o f them may be p o i n t e d out s e p a r a t e l y . 

Ben Jonson i s the most important o f the major 

p l a y w r i g h t s . In h i s case both h i s p l a y s and h i s p e r s o n a l i t y 

must be taken i n t o account. He was a proud, headstong, 

man, a s e l f - a p p o i n t e d prophet. L i k e G a r l y l e , he was 

c o n vinced t h a t he alone understood the t h r e a t to E n g l i s h 

custom t h a t arose from an i n c r e a s e d d e s i r e f o r wealth. 
1 eg. "Webster was the son o f a merchant t a i l o r , Shakespeare 

o f a d e a l e r i n l e a t h e r ; but t h e i r a n c e s t r y d i d not prevent' 
them from r i d i c u l i n g the c i t i z e n when i t served t h e i r t u r n . 

2. The t r u t h t h a t the c i t i z e n deserved o n l y contempt. 
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H i s f e a r and h a t r e d o f m a t e r i a l i s m s e t him ag a i n s t the 

c i t i z e n . But, i n many i n s t a n c e s , he seems t o speak t h e 

t r u t h and i s , t h e r e f o r e , o f g r e a t s e r v i c e i n t h i s essay. 

H i s power and i n t e g r i t y arose from h i s c o n v i c t i o n o f 

txrath and make him pr e s e n t , i n h i s p l a y s , a f o r c e f u l 

and s e a r c h i n g p i c t u r e o f c i t y l i f e . Through them he was 

determined to f o r c e awareness upon the masses and c l a s s e s 

o f h i s day. He attempted t o do So .'with v i r u l e n t s a t i r e . 

H i s energy made him . i n t e n s i f y h i s b i t t e r a t t a c k on sham 

and h y p o c r i s y to the p o i n t where h i s g u l l s and pandess 

are reduced t o the f i n a l , essence o f s t u p i d i t y and synco-

phency. H i s c i t i z e n s , s i m i l a r l y , are embodied l u s t , a v a r i c e , 

and b l i n d n e s s . H i s vehemence makes him heard. H i s s i n c e r i t y 

f o r c e s b e l i e f upon us. 

His; d e f i c i e n c i e s are p a r t o f h i s v i r t u e s . H i s b u r n i n g 

i n t e r e s t made him see t h i n g s too v i v i d l y t o see c l e a r l y , 

made him d i s r e g a r d nuances o f f e e l i n g ; b u t h i s v i g o r 

outweighs h i s f a u l t s . Because o f t h e d i r e c t n e s s , power 

and t r u t h o f t h e i r p r e s e n t a t i o n o f London, not one 

o f J o n s o n A S i c i t i z e n p l a y s t h a t comes w i t h i n our p e r i o d 

may be d i s r e g a r d e d . He may have seen o n l y the e v i l s o f 

wealth, b u t he d i d not manufacture evidence, o r accept 

a p a i d and prepared m o r a l i t y . 

M i d d l e t o n may w e l l f o l l o w Jonson. He wrote many p l a y s 

about the c i t y and he was i n c l o s e touch w i t h i t s b u s i n e s s 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . He and Jonson were both c i t y c h r o n o l o g e r s . 
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N a t u r a l l y , then, the h i s t o r i c a l d a t a as w e l l as the 

f o l k l o r e o f London would he f a m i l i a r to him. He i s 

f u r t h e r r e p o r t e d t o have m a r r i e d t h e daughter o f the 

c i t y c l e r k s . Although l i t t l e more i s known o f h i s l i f e , 

h i s contemporaries s a i d t h a t he was a good b u s i n e s s man, 

no dreamer, and t h a t he knew the s l a n g o f the s t r e e t s as 

w e l l as Dekker. M i d d l e t o n , c e r t a i n l y , was abundantly 

s u p p l i e d w i t h source m a t e r i a l f o r c i t i z e n p l a y s , but 

the use he made o f i t i s d i s a p p o i n t i n g . He never 

i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f w i t h the Londoner, and h i s a t t i t u d e 

towards c i t y l i f e was extremely s t e r e o t y p e d and may 

be judged o n l y from h i s p l a y s o f i n t r i g u e . I n these 

the standard a r i s t o c r a t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s g i v e n o f the 

c i t i z e n . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , u s e l e s s as t h i s type o f p l a y i s f o r 

the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f middle c l a s s c h a r a c t e r , i t f u r n i s h e s 

documentary evidence on many i n c i d e n t a l m a t t e r s . I can 

f i n d much material f o r t h i s essay i n M^ddleton's comedies 

o f i n t r i g u e because thayare u n u s u a l l y f u l l o f d e t a i l s on 

the walking, d r e s s i n g , d r i n k i n g and e a t i n g customs o f 

London, T h i s i n f o r m a t i o n , b e i n g p u r e l y f a c t u a l , may be 

taken as i t stands, and M i d d l e t o n ' s p h i l o s o p h y d i s r e g a r d e d . 

The p l a y s 4h which Rowley c o l l a b o r a t e d a r e e q u a l l y u s e f u l . 

Both Marston and Chapman are a r i s t o c r a t i c i n t h e i r 

a t t i t u d e towards the c i t i z e n , MarSfan was o f good f a m i l y 
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and boasted o f h i s g e n t l e b i r t h . H i s temperamenWas 

marred by e x c e s s i v e p r i d e and by extreme b i t t e r n e s s . 

With t h i s background and d i s p o s i t i o n i t was n a t u r a l t h a t 

he should w r i t e p l a y s o f i n t r i g u e . Such comedies g i v e t h e 

p l a y w r i g h t an o p p o r t u n i t y to i n d u l g e i n r i d i c u l e and 

to express d i s r e g a r d o f c o n v e n t i o n a l m o r a l i t y . Marston, . 

t h e r e f o r e , i n many p l a y s g i v e s the same p i c t u r e o f c i t y 

l i f e as does Middleton.. 

By the c h r o n i c l e r o f the the London c i t i z e n i n the 

drama, however, he i s f o r g i v e n f o r h i s c o n v e n t i o n a l p i c t u r e 

o f c i t y l i f e because he shared i n the p r o d u c t i o n o f 

Eastward Ho. M i l d r e d i s s a i d to be h i s c o n t r i b u t i o n , and 

she embodies a l l the t y p i c a l c i t i z e n v i r t u e s . She i s the 

honest, i n d u s t r i o u s , t h r i f t y h e r o i n e . Marston knew the 

c i t i z e n s ' standards o f value even i f he d i d n o t agree 

w i t h them and f r e q u e n t l y made them the o b j e c t s o f l a u g h t e r . 

Chapman, who shared w i t h Marston and Dekker i n 

w r i t i n g Eastward Ho, becomes an important p l a y w r i g h t 

r a t h e r ] a t e to be o f much use to me. H i s contemporaries, 

furthermore, c h a r a c t e r i z e d him as a man o f melancholy 

d i s p o s i t i o n who found h i s b e s t o u t l e t i n h i g h h e r o i c 

drama. T h i s s i d e o f l h i s work does n o t concern me, b u t a 

few o f h i s comedies o f i n t r i g u e , l i k e those o f M i d d l e t o n 

and Rowley, g i v e d e t a i l s on d r e s s e s , wines, and coaches. 

The same g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n can be drawn from t h e 

work o f Beaumont and F l e t c h e r as has been i m p l i e d i n d e a l i n g 
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w i t h t h e - p l a y s o f M^ddleton, Marston aniChapman. 

Beaumont aiB'Fl e t c h e r 1 s p l a y s are a l s o maimily comedies 

o f i n t r i g u e . They r e p e a t with lettie sympathy the stock, 

g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s on c i t i z e n l i f e . T h i s outlook i s t o be 

expected as both w r i t e r s were c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d - s w i t h 

•the n o b i l i t y , Beaumont b e i n g a k n i g h t . T h e i r p l a y s , 

however, cannot be i g n o r e i . F o r example, one o f them, 

P h i l a s t e r . a c o u r t cone Ay, has a scene w h o l l y devoted 

to a d i s c u s s i o n o f the c i t i z e n . M a t e r i a l f o r t h i s 

essay was fcund i n the most u n l i k e l y dramas. 

L i t t l e i s known o f the minor groups o f d r a m a t i s t s 

who might be c a l l e d Anon, Tomkins, Machin. Only t h e i r 

p3ays s u r v i v e . They most f r e q u e n t l y wrote p l a y s that 

f o l l o w e d the comedy o f i n t r i g u e p a t t e r n w i t h i t s 
1 

c o n v e n t i o n a l s i t u a t i o n s . Otherwise, they f o l l o w e d 

the l e a d o f Heywood and wrote drlsmas t h a t were an 

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e hodge-podge i n p r a i s e o f t h e c i t i z e n . 

No g e n e r a l statement can be made" c o n c e r n i n g 

the worth o f t h e p l a y s w r i t t e n by the members o f t h i s group 

gometimes a comedy o f i n t r i g u e w i l l supply a d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f a d w e l l i n g house} sometimes -a murder s t o r y w i l l coxt a i n 

a d i s c u s s i o n o f middle c l a s s m o r a l i t y . Not one o f the 

p l a y s can be disregarded,even thouglr those t h a t c o n t a i n 

i n f o r m a t i o n v e r y o f t e n have l i t t l e o t h e r m e r i t . I c o u l d 

conclude,indeed, t h a t the everyday e x i s t e n c e o f a n a t i o n 

seems to be more o f t e n r e f l e c t e d i n t r a n s i t o r y and second-rate 
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m a t e r i a l than i n the g r e a t m a s t e r p i e c e . 

I have l e f t the d i s c u s s i o n o f Shakespeare to the 

end o f t h i s section..5'have had s e v e r a l reasons f o r doing 

so. v Since he i s by f a r the g r e a t e s t d r a m a t i s t o f the 

age h i s a t t i t u d e towards t h e c i t i z e n i s o f much importance. 

Secondly , t h i s a t t i t u d e has been the b a s i s o f heated 

debate. A l s o , a c c o r d i n g to the standards s e t i n t h i s essay, 

he does not seem to take s i d e s . He appears t o srtand a l o o f . 

He was o f the c i t i z e n s r a t h e r than f o r them. 

T h i s l a s t statement, however, 'cannot be at once be 

taken f o r g r a n t e d . The evidence o f t h e w r i t e r s who debate 

h i s a l l e g i a n c e to the middle c l a s s must be c o n s i d e r e d ; 

i n a v e r y summary f a s h i o n . Those who c l a i m Shakespeare 

f o r the a r i s t o c r a t s base t h e i r arguments on the p l a y s . 

They say t h a t a c y n i c a l note may be d e t e c t e d i n Shakespeare 

treatment o f the common man and that contempt and h a t r e d 

d i c t a t e d h i s mob scenes. They go as f a r as to c a l l i n t o 
. 1 

q u e s t i o n h i s b i r t h p l a c e and parentage. 

On the otherMaahd., those who say t h a t Shakespeare 

i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f with the c i t z e n p o i n t to h i s background 

and to P a l s t a f f and the London scenes i n h i s p l a y s to 

prove t h e i r c o n t e n t i o n . They add t h a t he always expressed 

scorn o f the n o b l e . 
o 

To support the p o s i t i o n t aken i n t h i s essay r e f e r e n c e 

Kill be made f i r s t to Shakespeare's background. There i s 

much c o n j e c t u r e about the d e t a i l s o f h i s a n c e s t r y . Yet 
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e n o u g h i s known t o p l a c e S h a k e s p e a r e . a n d h i s f a t h e r 

s q u a r e l y - i n t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . The f a t h e r , i n d e e d , m i g h t 

s t a n d f o r t h e t y p i c a l c i t i z e n d i s c u s s e d i n t h e s e c t i o n o n 

m i d d l e c l a s s i d e a l s . I n h i s own l i f e he e m b o d i e s many o f 

t h o s e i d e a l s s e t f o r t h i n t h e p l a y s . He w a s a d e a l e r 

i n l e a t h e r and a member o f t h e g u i l d . A t one t i m e he 

h e l d a r e s p o n s i b l e p o s i t i o n i n t h e t o w n , f o r l i k e E y r e 

i n L o n d o n , he r o s e t o an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p o s t i n S t r a t f o r d . 

A l s o , l i k e many o f t h e p r o d i g a l s o f t h e p l a y s , he l o s t 

h i s money. He h a d t o t r y t o a v o i d i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r d e b t . 

A s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e s e m i s f o r t u n e s "the s o n h a d t o l e a v e 

s c h o o l b e f o r e he h a d c o m p l e t e d ? h i s e d u c a t i o n . 

T h i s s o n r e v i v e d a n d i m p r o v e d t h e f a m i l y f o r t u n e s , 

p e r h a p s t h r o u g h t h e e x e r c i s e o f t h e s t a n d a r d m i d d l e 

c l a s s v i r t u e s o f t h r i f t , i n d u s t r y and a p p l i c a t i o n . He 

was so s u c c e s s f u l t h a t he was a b l e t o s a t i s f y t h e 

o l d e r S h a k e s p e a r e ' s m i d d l e c l a s s d e s i r e f o r l a n d and f o r 

t h e s t a t u s o f a g e n t l e m a n . The f a t h e r made a p p l i c a t i o n f r 

f o r arms. The s o n saw t h e m g r a n t e d and, t h e n , b o u g h t 

h i s l a n d . 

I n o t h e r ways S h a k e s p e a r e seems t o s p r i n g f r o m t h e 

m i d d l e c l a s s a n d y e t t o be t o t a l l y u n c o n s c i o u s o f i t . 

I n t h i s u n c o n s c i o u s n e s s a n d i n h i s e m p h a s i s o n l a w and 

o r d e r he i s t r u l y b o u r g e o i s . He i s n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n o r 
o 

d o e s n o t u n d e r s t a n d t h e d u t y o f c r i t i c i s m f o r c e d u p o n 

B e n J o n s o n . Nowhere d o e s h e a t t a c k t h e s t r e n g t h e n e d 
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a c q u i s i t i v e a t t i t u d e i n t h e m a n n e r f o u n d i n The A l c h e m i s t , 

N e i t h e r d o e s he f e e l t h e c o n t e m p t :c& M a r s t o n and Chapman 

f o r t h e c i t y g r o u p . He s e l d o m i n d u l g e s i n M i d d l e t o n ' s t y p e 

o f i n t r i g u e w i t h i t s f a r c i c a l p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e L o n d o n e r . 

He d o e s n o t s e n t i m e n t a l i z e i n t h e f a s h i o n o f Heywood f o r 

he seems t o h a v e no n e e d t o l a u d an i m a g i n a r y p e r f e c t 

c i t i z e n . 

T h i s u n a w a r e n e s s makes h i m g i v e h i s L o n d o n a n d c i t i z e n 

s c e n e s w i t h o u t f o r c i n g a s e t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n u p o n h i s a u d i -

:ence».; , He shows u s E l i z a b e t h a n l i f e a n d l e a v e s i t a t t h a t . 

The B o a r ' s H e a d i n E a s t c h e a p i s b a c k g r o u n d f o r F a l s t a f f 

and any u n e m p l o y e d s o l d i e r . The l a u n d r y b a s k e t i n The M e r r y 

W i v e s o f W i n d s o r t e l l s u s s o m e t h i n g o f Washday i n L o n d o n . 

T-he c r o w d t h a t p u s h e d a n d b i c k e r e d i n J u l i u s C a e s a r o r 

i n C o r i o l a n u s m i g h t b e t h e same c r o w d t h a t a p p l a u d e d 

E l i z a b e t h b e f o r e t h e Armada o r t h a t s w a l l o w e d t h e 

p l a u s i b i l i t i e s o f E s s e x . The p l a y o f B o t t o m a n d Snug 

r e f l e c t e d t h e t a s t e s o f t h e p a t r o n s o f t h e B e a r G a r d e n , 

Shake spa a r e ' s r e f e r e n c e s t o l a w and o r d e r h a v e b e e n 

u s e d o v e r and o v e r a g a i n t o p r o v e t h a t he was a r i s t o c r a t i c 

i n s y m p a t h y , b u t h e r e a g a i n i t seems t h a t he i s t h e 

t y p i c a l c i i z e n . The m o n a r c h y h a d a l w a y s f o u n d i t s s t r o n g e s t 

s u p p o r t e r s among t h e members o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . I t 

w a s - t h e m e r c h a n t s a n d t h e k i n g s who h a d b r o k e n t h e 

p o w e r o f t h e f e u d a l l o r d s . M i d d l e class o p p o s i t i o n m i g h t 

f o s t e r a r e v o l t i f m o n a r c h ! a l p o w e r t h r e a t e n e d i t s p r i v i l e g e s 

b u t t h e m e r c h a n t a l w a y s r e t u r n e d t o a s y s t e m o f l a w and 
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o r d e r under which b u s i n e s s may be s a f e l y and p r o f i t a b l y 

conducted. 

Shakespeare and h i s contemporaries remembered c i v i l 

u n r e s t t " w i t h f e a r . The Wars o f the Roses were n o t f o r g o t t e n . 

The t r o u b l e s o f Edward and Mary were b a r e l y a g e n e r a t i o n 

removed. Peace and a s t r o n g government were nec e s s a r y 

i f p l a y s were to be p r e s e n t e d i n the Globe o r l u x u r i e s 

s o l d i n Cheapside. 

In the f o r e g o i n g paragraphs a n o e f f o r t has been made 

to show t h a t Shakespeare had a middle c l a s s background 

and t h a t , i n many ways, he expresses t h e thought o f the 

c i t i z e n group. H i s u s e f u l n e s s l i e s i n t h i s unconscious 

r e f l e c t i o n which makes him g i v e v i v i d and t r u t h f u l 

London scenes i n h i s p l a y s . 

In t h i s essay, n e v e r t h e l e s s , I have not made many 

r e f e r e n c e s to Shakespeare's p l a y s . I have more or l e s s 

c o n f i n e d M y s e l f to t h e . o t h e r E l i z a b e t h a n dramattstj. I have 

chosen to do so because I f e l t t h a t t h e treatment o f the 

c i t i z e n by Shakespeare would be an essay i n i t s e l f . So 

much has been w r i t t e n about Shakespeare and the c i t i z e n 

t h a t I should have to d i s c u s s t h i s c r i t i c i s m a t g r e a t 

i nght b e f o r e I should have f e l t j u s t i f i e d i n u s i n g 

a g r e a t many i n c i d e n t s from h i s p l a y s . T h e r e f o r e , I have 

used o n l y those t h a t I f e l t were very w e l l known and t h a t 

c o u l d be defended by the f o r e g o i n g b r i e f d i s c u s s i o n o f 

Shakepeare and the middle c l a s s . 
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I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o c o m p a r e d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s 
o f S h a k e s p e a r e ' s p l a c e i n t h e drama. F o l l o w i n g a r e e x a m p l e s : 

S h a k e s p e a r e ' s C h a r a c t e r s a r e a l m o s t a l l p l a i n 
g e n t l e o r s i m p l e ; he d o e s n o t a n a t o m i z e t h e b u r g e s s ' 
a m b i t i o n and t h e f a s h i o n a b l e y o u n g w i f e . 

R a l e i g h , "The Age o f E l i z a b e t h , ' 
i n S h a k e s p e a r e ' s E n g l a n d , v o l . 1 
p. 2 5 . 

I n H e n r y I V . . . t h e g r o w i n g m a s t e r o f r e a l i s t i c 
d e l i n e a t i o n a n d u n a b a t e d i n t e r e s t i n a l l t h a t l a y 
betfiPBe h i s e y e s , t o i n t e r p o l a t e h i s n a r r a t i v e w i t h 
s c e n e s t h a t b o r e no t i n c t u r e o f a n t i q u i t y a nd t o 
show t h e v e r y age and b o d y o f h i s t i m e i t s f o r m 
and p r e s s u r e i n v i v i d t r a n s c r i p t s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y 
l i f e as i t was l i v e d f r o m d a y t o day i n a m i d l a n d 
c o u n t r y t o w n o r i n t h e c r o w d e d s t r e e t s o f London-
t o w n . 

C h a m b e r s , E,.K, S h a k e s p e a r e , 
a s u r v e y , p . 1 1 8 . 

One whose f a t h e r was b a i l i f f o f S t r a t f o r d a nd 
who h a d more t h a n a t o u c h o f b o u r g e o i s i n h i s 
b l o o d . 

I b i d . , p. 2 0 . 

F a l s t a f f o n t h e s t r e e t s o f c o n t e m p o r a r y L o n d o n . 

B r o o k e , T., T u d o r Drama, 
p. 3 3 5 . 

P a l m i n The M i d d l e C l a s s , T h e n and Now; G r e t t o n , i n 
The E n g l i s h M i d d l e C l a s s and Wc-oB i n tfislartMe V L.L:. 
S h a k e s p e a r e MdciheCPJfcebs., t a k e . /.:,, o p p o s i n g s t a n d s t o -
t h o s e i m p l i e d a b o v e . The c o n t e M " t h a t S h a k e s p e a r e 
s y m p a t h i z e d w i t h t h e n o b i l i t y . 
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I l l u s t r a t i o n s o f Middle C l a s s , I d e a l s 

In t h i s c h a p t e r , 2L s h a l l t urn t o the p l a y s f o r 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f the middle c l a s s i d e a l s t h a t . i . have 
2 

o u t l i n e d above. .1 s h a l l f o l l o w the o r d e r of the 

e a r l i e r chapter,giving examples f i r s t o f i d e a l s handed 

down from the Middle Ages and then o f those t h ^ , arose 

from contemporary l i f e . 

I s h a l l add, however, an e x t r a s e c t i o n to t h i s c h a p t e r 

s o t h a t I may c o n s i d e r some o f the v i c e s i n t o which the 

c i t i z e n s were drawn by too eager a p u r s u i t o f t h e i r 

i d e a l s . I s h a l l have to i n c l u d e t h i s p o r t i o n because 

the p l a y s p r e s e n t c i t i z e n v i r t u e s c l o s e l y intermingled 

w i t h c i t i z e n v i c e s . The d r a m a t i s t s a p p a r e n t l y were ve r y 

much aware o f the f a c t t h a t l a u d a b l e p r i d e c o u l d e a s i l y 

become unbearable arrogance and honest t h r i f t t u r n i n t o 

v i c i o u s a v a r i c e . 

I have s a i d e a r l i e r t h a t the E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n 

p r a i s e d the v i r t u e s of s i m p l i c i t y , honesty, and h u m i l i t y 

when he was i n f l u e n c e d by m e d i e v a l t r a d i t i o n s . T h i s o u t l o o k 

i s r e f l e c t e d i n the drama. Simon Ey r e , i n She Shoemakg* s' 

H o l i d a y , f o r exanple, t e l l s us over and over a g a i n t h a t 

he w i l l remain "simple Simon E y r e " d e s p i t e a l l honours 

t h a t may come to him. He i n s i s t s t h a t he has n o t become 
o 

1 Background m a t e r i a l f o r t h i s c h a p t e r i s i d e n t i c a l 
w i t h t h a t g i v e n f o r chapiter 3. 

2 See above pp. 22-36 
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proud and t h a t he w i l l c o n t i n u e t o mingle w i t h h i s 
1 

workmen. The p i n n e r o f W a k e f i e l d i n George a Green 
2 

i l l u s t r a t e s the same v i r t u e s . He i s c a l l e d the 

"honest p i n n e r " . He modestly r e f u s e s to accept t i t l e s 

o r honours o f any o t h e r k i n d and says t h a t he p r e f e r s t o 

remain i n h i s humble surroundings. 

Thomas i L o r d Cromwell and James IV show the m e d i e v a l 

v i r t u e s o f g e n e r o s i t y , that was o f t e n expressed i n the 

keeping o f a l a r g e house and numerous r e t a i n e r s . I n the 
3 

former p l a y , the k i n d l y F r e s c o b a l d : . r e l i e v e s the poor. 

l n James IV, Bohan m a i n t a i n s the t r a d i t i o n a l standard o f 

h o s p i t a l i t y even though the e f f o r t b r i n g s him to the verge 

o f bankruptcy. In o t h e r p l a y s we are t o l d t h a t the 

poor are f e d at O l d c a s t l e ' s , Wolsey's and Gresham's doors. 

Gresham, p a r t i c u l a r l y , i s p r a i s e d over and over again i n 
4 

the drama f o r h i s h o s p i t a l i t y . On the o t h e r hand c h a r a c t e r s „ 

i n the drama who n e g l e c t the v i r t u e o f g e n e r o s i t y are -"\:-.';~ 

s h a r p l y reprimanded. 3hfEhe Looking G l a s s f o r London 

Radagon i s condemned f o r h i s r e f u s a l to g i v e money to 
h i s needy mother."Bfo c h a r i t y w i t h i n t h i s c i t y b i d e s , " she 

5 

c r i e s . Scarborfow, i n the M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r e e d Marriage. 

1 The Shoemakers 1 H o l i d a y , V , i i . 
2 George a Greene, 1.1360. 
3 Thomas, L o r d Cromwell. l l l , i , p . 3 5 7 . 

5 The Looking G l a s s f o r London. 1.1186. 
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a l s o arouses the i r e o f those about him. H i s s e r v a n t s 

complain because he does not keep the house t h a t h i s 
1 

f a t h e r d i d . 

M e d i e v a l i d e a l s not o n l y demanded t h a t man be generous, 

but also t h a t he be contented w i t h h i s p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y . 

Spendal's r e f o r m a t i o n i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s i d e a l . He says 

t h a t unhappiness and m i s f o r t u n e have come to him because . 

he attended t o l i v e i n a h i g h e r rank o f s o c i e t y than t h a t 

i n which he was born. He r e s o l v e s from now on to keep 
2 

to h i s c l a s s and to l i v e a "sober c i t i z e n " . Two c i t i z e n s 

i n Thomas, L o r d Cromwell echo Spendal's thought when they 

d i s c u s s the n e c e s s i t y o f keeping one's p l a c e and the 
3 

harm caused by envy o f the g r e a t . George a Greene, 

the "honest p i n n e r " , who has been mentioned b e f o r e , serves 

to show contentment w i t h one's p l a c e as w e l l as h u m i l i t y 

and honesty. He w i l l not accept a t i t l e but p r e f e r s to 
4 

r e t a i n h i s a l l o t t e d p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y . The L o r d Mayor, 

S i r Thomas Oakley, i n The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y has an 

e q u a l l y s t r o n g awareness o f the t r a d i t i o n a l r e s t r i c t i o n s 

t h a t o b l i g e him to keep t o h i s own c l a s s . He r e a l i z e s 

t h a t h i s daughter should not t h i n k o f marriage w i t h 

I The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e , 1 1 1 , p. 5 2 1 . 
2 » Greene's Tu Quoque, p. 2 8 9 . 

3 Thomas,Lord Cromwell, V, i v , p . 3 6 8 . 

4 George a Greene, 1.1360. 
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a member o f the n o b i l i t y . But, i n the b e s t romantic 

f a s h i o n , he i s overruled, by l o v e at the end o f t h e 

p l a y . 

The medieval t r a d i t i o n o f f a i r and honest work f i n d s 

e x p r e s s i o n i n the p l a y s . Simon E y r e ' s journeymen cobble 

i n obedience t o i t . We are l e d to b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s 

customary f o r them to produce f i n e work. The shoes 
2 

made by Ralph f o r Jane are an example. Many otter p l a y s 

a l s o imply t h a t the t r a d i t i o n a l standards o f l a b o r should 

be c l o s e l y observed and condemn "sharp p r a c t i c e " such as 

t h e s e l l i n g o f poor goods i n the manner o f F a l s e l i g h t r. 
3 

and S&artyard. Candido, f o r example, i n s i s t s t h a t h i s 
4 

b e s t goods be shown to h i s customers on a l l o c c a s i o n s . 

I n o r d e r to see an example o f the i d e a l man formed 

a c c o r d i n g to t r a d i t i o a a l v a l u e s such as I have b e e n 

d i s c u s s i n g , I s h a l l t u r n to S i r John 0 Ideas t i e . L o r d 

Gobham i n t h i s p l a y has many o f the m e d i e v a l v i r t u e s 

o f g e n e r o s i t y , honesty and h o s p i t a l i t y . The brewer 

Murley shows h i s a l l e g i a n c e to t h e s e by h i s a d m i r a t i o n 

o f the nobleman, whom he d e s c r i b e s as an "ala»s-giver, 

1 The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y , l , i , " : ...8-15. " 

2 Ibid.,11,i,260-270' 

3 Michaelmas Term, 1,1, 94-96. 

4 The tip-neat Whore,l,v,p. 110. 
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house-keeper, a v i r t u o u s , r e l i g i o u s gentleman". As the 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y drew t o a c l o s e , however, such i d e a l i z e d 

p i c t u r e s "become i n c r e a s i n g l y r a r e . The generous and 

simple nobleman and the b l u f f and unassuming merchant 

d e s c r i b e d i n the e a r l y plays o f Heywood and Dekker g i v e 

way to a r i s t o c r a t s contemptuous o f the crowd and to 

c i t i z e n s j e a l o u s o f those above them. 

Such c i t i z e n s and such a r i s t o c r a t s we s h a l l see 

now when we t u r n to the p l a y s t h a t i l l u s t r a t e i d e a l s 

from the contemporary world. Again as i n c h a p t e r 111, 

I s h a l l d i s r e g a r d those t h a t the c i t i z e n shared w i t h 

o t h e r c l a s s e s . I s h a l l g i v e examples o f i d e a l s and v i r t u e s 

t h a t are a s s o c i a t e d p r i m a r i l y with the middle c l a s s . 

M s h a l l b e g i n with the v i r t u e o f t h r i f t . There 

are c o u n t l e s s examples i n the p l a y s fcf the c i t i z e n s ^ 

b e l i e f i n the v a l u e o f s a v i n g . Candido's speech to 

h i s w i f e , i n The Honest Whore, i s one i n s t a n c e . I n i t , 

although she pays l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n to h i s words, he t r i e s 

to impress upon he r the n e c e s s i t y o f o b t a i n i n g as many 
2 

pennies as p o s s i b l e . Dame Margery E y r e , i n c o n t r a s t , 

needs no i n s t r u c t i o n i n t h i s matter. I n The Shoemakers' 

Holiday * She remonstrates with Simon f o r h i r i n g a 

journeyman t h a t they cannot a f f o r d . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 

t o note t h a t two c i t i z e n v i r t u e s c o n f l i c t i n t h e i r 
1 S i r John 0 1 d c a s t l e , l l , i i , p . 3 2 6 . 

2 The Honest Whore, P a r t l}.- l , v , p p . 111-112. 
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d i s c u s s i o n . Eyre, i n employing Lacy, i s a c t i n g i n 

accordance w i t h the medieval code t h a t decreed he should 

g i v e a i d t o o t h e r members o f h i s g u i l d . H i s wife?, on the 

o t h e r hand, i s i n f l u e n c e d by the newer i d e a l o f saving 

money. We have evidence, however, l a t e r i n the p l a y , t o 

j u s t i f y t h a t Simon i s j u s t as t h r i f t y as Dame Margery. 

In one scene he i s f o r c e d t o o r d e r beer f o r h i s angry 

workman, b u t he countermands h a l f the o r d e r as soon 
2 

as he sees t h a t they are f o r g e t t i n g t h e i r g r i e v a n c e s . 

Eastward Ho, The P u r i t a n , and Gr«eno's"-t:u Quo ejus .. 

also emphasize the importance o f t h r i f t . I n the f i r s t 

p l a y , M i l d r e d and G o l d i n g are examples Of t h i s v i r t u e , 
and Touchstone t r i e s to f o r c e i t upon Q u i c k s i l v e r . 

Touchstone. . . . I h i r e d me a l i t t l e shop, 
fought low, took s m a l l g a i n , kept no debt book, 
g a r n i s h e d my shop, f o r want o f p l a t e , w i t h good 
wholesome t h r i f t y sentences, as 'Touchstone, 3 
keep they shop, and they shop w i l l keep thee'... 

In The London P r o d i g a l , D e l i a ' s speech e p i t o m i z e s much 

o f the advice g i v e n to young h e i r s o f the day when 

they are t o l d not to spend t h e i r money on r i o t o u s l i v i n g . 

D e l i a , ...Brother take heed o f p r i d e , i t soon b i d s 
t h r i f t a d i e u . . . . 
. . . I know n o t how i t comes, but so i t f a l l s o u t . 

That those whose f a t h e r s have d i e d wondrous r i c h , 
And took no p l e a s u r e but to gather wealth, 

1~1 The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y . 1 1 . i i i . 6 9 - 7 2 . 

2 I b i d . , I l l , i , 9 3 - 1 0 5 . 

3:1 Eastward Ho,' l , i , 6 2 - 7 0 . 
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T h i n k i n g o f l i t t l e t h a t t h e y lea v e behind 
F o r them t h e y hope w i l l be o f t h e i r l i k e mind-
But i t f a l l s out c o n t r a r y : f o r t y y e a r s s p a r i n g 
I s scarce t h r e e seven y e a r s spending; never c a r i n g 
What w i l l ensue, when a l l t h e i r c o i n i s gone, 
And, a l l too l a t e , when t h r i f t i s thought upon. 
O f t have I heard t h a t P r i d e and R i o t k i s s e d 
And then R e p e n t a n c e - c r i e s - f o r had I w i s t . 

1 
S i m i l a r l y , the c i t i z e n who r e l i e v e s M a r t i n F l o w e r d a l e ' s 

want d e l i v e r s a s e n t e n t i o u s d i s c o u r s e t o him a f t e r 
2 

the f a s h i o n o f P o l o n i u s . F i n a l l y , Greene?s Tu fiuoque 
c o n t a i n s a sermon on the same s u b j e c t . The wealthy 
c i t i z e n ' s widow who saves Spendal, the wayward jo u r n e y 
man, from imprisonment f o r debt, o r d e r s him to l i v e w i t h i n 

3 

h i s l i m i t . 

The members o f a middle c l a s s audience would commend 

both speeches. They would say t h a t the two young men had 

good examples t o f o l l o w and d i o u l d have known b e t t e r a 

t h a n r t o waste t h e i r money. They would p o i n t t u t that 

Spendal had been g i v e n a shop by a s u c c e s s f u l master 
and that Flowerdale' s f a t h e r was a. wealthy and t h r i f t y 

4 

merchant. 

I n d u s t r y , the companion v i r t u e o f t h r i f t , a l s o 

r e c e i v e s much commendation i n the p l a y s . Indeed, i f 

we are to b e l i e v e the drama, bot h the c i t i z e n s and t h e i r 
1 The London P r o d i g a l , 11,i,p.382. 

2 C i t i a e n . F i e , f i e , y o u n g manl T h i s course i s very bad. 
Too many such have we about t h i s c i t y ; 

I b i d . V , i , 3 9 2 . 

3 Greene's Tu Q.uooue, pp.244,269-270. 

4 Ibid.p.185, The London P r o d i g a l , 1 , i , p . 3 7 2 
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men thought so h i g h l y o f hard work t h a t t h e y complained 

i f i t were no t a v a i l a b l e . I n Thomas, L o r d Cromwell, f o r 

i n s t a n c e , the journeymen remonstrate w i t h t h e i r master's 

son when he asks -themt. to stop work and o f f e r s t o pay them 
1 , 

f o r t h e i r i d l e n e s s . They complain d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t 

the e l d e r Cromwell i n o t h e r seenes c o n s t a n t l y urges them 

to work as hard as they can. L a t e r , i n the same p l a y , we 

see young Cromwell working l a t e i n t o the n i g h t , s i g n i f i -
2 

c a n t l y surrounded by h i s money bags. Hodge, i n The Shoe

makers' H o l i d a y , a l s o b e l i e v e s i n the. v i r t u e o f i n d u s t r y . 

When he i s g i v e n E y r e ' s ' s l o p on Simon's appointment as L o r d 

Mayor, he t u r n s t o the o t h e r journeymen and assures them 

t h a t they and he may r e a c h a p o s i t i o n s i m i l a r to t h a t 
3 

o f Eyre i f they w i l l but work hard enough. 

I n d u s t r y was not o n l y the path t h a t l e d to success; 

i t felso took the p l a c e of the c o n s o l a t i o n s o f p h i l o s o p h y 

f o r the c i t i z e n . For i n s t a n c e , i n The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y , 

Eyre a d v i s e s Jane, who i s d e s o l a t e a t t h e l o s s o f h e r hus 
4 

husband, to work u n t i l she f o r g e t s her sorrow. Jane 

tak e s Eyre's, advice, and l a t e r i n t h e p l a y , we see her 

managing he r own s m a l l shop. She has-recovered-from h e r 

X Thofflas, L o r d Cromwell, l , i i , p.351. 

2 I b i d , 11,i,p.353. 

3 The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y , l V , i i , l - 5 . 

4 I b i d . , l , i , 2 3 4 - 2 3 7 . 
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s u f f i c i e n t l y t o c o n s i d e r Hammond a s h e r s e c o n d h u s b a n d 

when he t e l l s h e r t h a t R a l p h h a s b e e n k i l l e d i n F r a n c e . 

P r a t e , t h e l a w y e r , i n The Dumb K n i g h t , a l s o t h i n k s 

c o n t e n t m e n t c a n b e f o u n d t h r o u g h l a b o r . When h i s w i f e , 

L o l l i a , c o m p l a i n s t h a t t h e y a r e n o t a d v a n c i n g i n t h e 

w o r l d a s q u i c k l y as she w i s h e s , he t e l l s h e r t h a t , i f 

t h e y b & t h d e v o t e t h e m s e l v e s t o h a r d a n d c o n s t a n t e f f o r t , 
1 

t h e y w i l l become s u c c e s s f u l a n d c o n t e n t e d . 

We h a v e s a i d e a r l i e r t h a t c e r t a i n o t h e r c i t i z e n \ •••• • , 

v i r t u e s , s u c h a s s o b r i e t y , h o n e s t y , and m o d e r a t i o n a r e 

p r a i s e d , n o t f o r t h e i r i n t r i n s i c v a l u e b u t b e c a u s e t h e y 

c o u l d b e u s e d t o f u r t h e r t h r i f t . I f we r e f e r e a g a i n s 

t o D e l i a ' s s p e e c h , f o r e x a m p l e , we c a n s e e t h a t she a d v i s e s 

y o u n g men t o l i v e q u i e t l y so t h a t t h e y may c o n s e r v e t h e i r 
2 

means a s w e l l a s i m p r o v e t h e i r m o r a l s . A s p e e c h o f t h e 

e l d e r F l o w e r d a l e , i n The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l , i l l u s t r a t e s t h e 

aame a t t i t u d e . He d o e s n o t become c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e 

v i c e s o f h i s s o n u n t i l he l e a r n s t h a t the y o u n g man i s 
3 

t r y i n g t o o b t a i n a l a r g e p o r t i o n o f h i s f a t h e r ' s money. 

O n l y t h e n d o e s F l o w e r d a l e s e n i o r u r g e s o b r i e t y a n d m o d e r a 

tion o n y o u n g M a r t i n . 
1 The Dumb K n i g h t , p p . 1 2 4 - 1 2 5 . . 
2 See a b o v e , p. 6 2 . 
3 L o n d o n P r o d i g a l , 1 1 1 , i i , p . 3 8 2 . 
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I h a v e p o i n t e d o u t t h a t t h e c i t i z e n s e x p e c t e d 

m a t e r i a l r e w a r d s f o r t h e i r l a b o r and s a v i n g . T h e y a l s o 

l i k e d t o s e e s u c c e s s f o l l o w h a r d w o r k tohen t h e y a t t e n d e d 

t h e p l a y h o u s e s a n d t h e d r a m a t i s t s d i d t h e i r b e s t t o 

s a t i s f y t h e i r a u d i e n c e . I n t h e p l a y s b o t h m e r c h a n t s 

and workmen who a r e t h r i f t y a n d i n d u s t r i o u s o b t a i n 

h o u s e s , h o n o u r s , t i t l e s , and a c c e s s t o t h e u n i v e r s i t y 

f o r t h e i r s o n s . F o r e x a m p l e , Hp,dge i n The S h o e m a k e r s ' 
1 2 

H o l i d a y , S p e n d a l i n G r e e n e ' s Tu' Quo q u e , a n d G o l d i n g i n 
3 

E a s t w a r d Ho o b t a i n t h e i r m a s t e r ' s s h o p s as a r e w a r d 

f o r ' t h e i r i n d u s t r y and t h r i f t . E y r e a l s o a c q u i r e s 

p r o p e r t y . He l o o k s f o r w a r d t o h a v i n g two d i f f e r e n t 

p l a c e s o f r e s i d e n c e i n t h e two y e a r s f o l l o w i n g h i s a p p o i n t -
4 

ment as L o r d M a y o r . S i r R o g e r O a k l e y , E y r e ' s p r e d e c e s s o r , 

h a s two h o u s e s , one i n L o n d o n and one i n G o r n h i l l . R a s h , 

on b e i n g k n i g h t e d , t h i n k s t h a t he w i l l no l o n g e r l i v e 

i n t h e s t r e e t i<n w h i c h he h a d w o r k e d . He w i l l now be 
5 

a b l e t o a f f o r d a new h o u s e . Young C r o m w e l l t e l l s h i s 

f a t h e r t h a t he w i l l b u i l d - a p a l a c e a s f i n e a s K i n g H a r r y ' s 

a t S h e e n , a n d he i s a b l e t o k e e p h i s p r o m i s e b e f o r e t h e 

1 The Shoe m a k e r s 1 H o l i d a y , 1 1 1 , i v , 1 8 5 - 1 8 6 . 

2 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, l , i , p , 1 8 5 . 
3 G o l d i n g m a r r i e s h i s m a s t e r ' s d a u g h t e r and w i l l 

i n h e r i t t h e s h o p . E a s t w a r d Ho, l V , i i , 4 4 5 . 
4 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y . cf . H u . ; 1 1 1 , i ^ 7 V , n ; V, /'. 
5 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, l , i , p . l 8 6 . 



1 
t h e end. o f t h e p l a y . Quomodo o b t a i n s " l a n d , f i n e , n e a t 

2 

l a n d , " t h r o u g h a c o m b i n a t i o n o f d e c e i t a n d h a r d w o r k . 

I n t h e d r a m a , h o n o u r s f r o m t h e c i t y a n d f r o m t h e 

s o v e r e i g n , a s w e l l a s l a n d a n d p r o p e r t y , come t o t h e 

c l t i a e n who w o r k e d h a r d . E y r e , G r e s h a m , W h i t t i n g t o n , 
t h e f a v o r i t e h e r o o f t h e a p p r e n t i c e s , become L o r d 

2 3 
M a y o r s . G o l d i n g a n d C a n d i d o a r e a l d e r m e n a n d S p e n d a l 

4 

e x p e c t s t o r e c i v e a s i m i l a r h o n o u r . O t h e r members 

o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s , a r e k n i g h t e d o r hope t o b e . F o r 

i n s t a n c e , R a s h , i n G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, i s g i v e n a t i t l e . 

He s a y s , h o w e v e r , t h a t h i s k n i g h t h o o d d o e s n o t s i t e a s y 
o n h i s s h o u l d e r s a n d t h a t he i n t e n d s t o make i t e a s i e r 

5 

b y c u s t o m . M u r l e y , t h e b r e w e r o f D u n s t a b l e , c a r r i e s 

g o l d e n s p u r s i n h i s bosom i n e x p e c t a t i o n , o f b e i n g k n i g h t e d . 

H i s workmen a s s u r e h i m t h a t e l e v a t i o n i n r a n k i s t h e 

6 
n a t u r a l o u t c o m e o f a l i f e o f h a r d w o r k . 

C r i t i c s w e r e n o t l a c k i n g , h o w e v e r , t o s u g g e s t , 

t h r o u g h t h e d r a ma t h a t many c i t i z e n s w e r e t o o e a g e r f o r . 

1 Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , l ~ , i i , p . 3 5 1 . 

2. M i c h a e l m a s Term, l , i , 1 1 4 . 

3 E a s t w a r d Ho, I V , i i , 7 0 - 8 0 
4 The H o n e s t Whore, P a r t 1 , 1 1 1 , i , p . 1 3 9 . 
5 G r e e n e 1 s Tu QuQque, l , i , p l 8 & . 

6 S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , l l l , i i , p . 3 3 3 . 
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h o n o u r s and c a r e d l i t t l e w h a t means t h e y u s e d t o 
1 

o b t a i n them. S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e w i l l a g a i n s e r v e t o i l l 

i l l u s t r a t e . I n t h i s p l a y t h e n o b l e s who l e a d t h e r e b e l l i o n 
2 " ' 

p e r s u a d e M u r l e y t o f i n a n c e i t b y p r o m i s i n g h i m a k n i g h t h o d d . 

B o t h L e t h e and t h e c o u n t r y branch i n M i c h a e l m a s Term a r e 

i n f e c t e d w i t h t h i s f e v e r f o r h o n o u r s . L e t h e p r e t e n d s 

t o b e o f n o b l e b i r t h a l t h o u g h o t h e r s i n t h e p l a y r e m i n d 
3 

h i m t h a t h i s f a t h e r was b u t a t o o t h d r a w e r , and t h e 

c o u n t r y w e nch d e c l a r e s t h a t s he w i l l be i n a swoon u n t i l 
4 

she i s g e n t l e . 

The p l a y s g i v e e x a m p l e s o f t h e c i t i z e n s ' ; b e l i e f i n 

a c a d e m i c l e a r n i n g . Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l arfd The L o o k i n g  

G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , f o r i n s t a n c e , c o n t a i n p i c t u r e s o f 

c i t i z e n s who a r e w i l l i n g t o make s a c r i f i c e s so t h a t t h e i r 

s o n s may b e e d u c a t e d . I n t h e f i r s t p l a y t h e s m i t h 

C r o m w e l l g r u m b l e s and s a y s t h a t n o t he b u t h i s w i f e 

w i s h e d t o s e n d t h e i r s o n t o s c h o o l . N e v e r t h e l e s s , he 

p r o v i d e s t h e money f o r t h e joung man's e d u c a t i o n and 

becomes i n c o h e r e n t w i t h p r i d e when h i s s o n o b t a i n s a 
1 c f . t h e s p e e c h o f T r i n e a l o i n A l b u m a z a r . T r i n e a l o 

i s t o b e c h a n g e d i n t o a g e n t l e m a n b y m a g i c means. 
T r i n e a l o . . . . H e ' l l s t e e p me 

I n s o l d i e r ' s b l o o d , o r b o i l me i n a c a u l d r o n 
O f b a r b a r o u s l a w F r e n c h ; o r a n o i n t me o v e r 
W i t h s u p p l e o i l o f g r e a t men's s e r v i c e s ; 
F o r t h e s e t h r e e means r a i s e yeomen t o t h e g e n t r y . 

1 1 , i i , p . 3 3 3 . 
2 S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , 1 1 1 , i i , p . 3 3 3 . 

3 M i c h a e l m a s Term, 1 , 1 . 1 6 1 - 3 0 1 , 

4 I t o i d . , l , i i , 6 4 - 6 8 . 
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1 

a p o s i t i o n as a r e s u l t o f h i s l e a r n i n g . I n The L o o k i n g 

G l a s s fool? Igondon, R a d a g o n ' s m o t h e r s a y s t h a t h e r s o n was 

e d u c a t e d a t " m i c i l e charge1.*'.* He h a s o b t a i n e d an h o n o r a b l e 

p o s i t i o n a s a r e s u l t , b u t he no l o n g e r w i s h e s t o a s s o c i a t e 
2 

w i t h h i s p a r e n t s . The P u r i t a n a n d M i c h a e l m a s T e r m c o n t a i n 

l e s s p r a i s w o r t h y examplesat»f t h e c i t i z e n s ' d e s i r e f o r e d u c a 

t i o n . I n t h e s e p l a y s , t h e m e r c h a n t s o b t a i n money "by 

f r a u d i n o r d e r t o send t h e i r s o n s t o s c h o o l , I n t h e f i r s t 

p l a y , t h e s c a n t i m o n i o u s widow i s f o r c e d t o a d m i t t h a t 

h e r h u s b a n d " d e c e i v e d t h e w o r l d t o g e t r i c h e s " t o send 
3 

t h e i r s o n , Edmund, t o c o l l e g e . Quomodo, i n M i c h a e l m a s 
' 4 

Term, c h e a t s t o p a y f o r S i m ' s a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e u n i v e r s i t y . 

c a n n o t f i n d e a s i l y an i d e a l c i t i z e n i n t h e 

d rama who p o s s e s s e s o n l y t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y v i r t u e s t h a t 

1 h a v e b e e n d i s c u s s i n g , a l t h o u g h i-.vwas a b l e t o p o i n t t o m 

many who p o s s e s s e d m e d i e v a l o n e s a l o n e . The g r e e t e r 

number o f i d e a l i z e d c i t i z e n s a r e c o m p o s i t e p i c t u r e s . 

I n p a r t , t h e y g i v e a l l e g i a n c e t o t h e t r a d i t i o n s o f t h e 

M i d d l e A g e s ; b u t , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e y w e r e o f t e n 

i n f l u e n c e d b y t h e i d e a l s o f t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , o l d and new v i r t u e s i n c o n g r u o u s l y r u b 

1 1 Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , 1 , i i , p p . 3 5 1 - 3 5 2 . ~ 

2. The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , 1 2 9 4 - 9 5 . 

3. T ^ h p - a f t i t a n y l , i , p . 3 9 8 . 
4 « M j c h a l e m a s t e r m , 1 1 , i i i . 1 0 8 - 1 2 0 . • 
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e l b o w s i n t h e d r a m a . S i r A l e x a n d e r Wengave's d e s c r i p t i o n 
1 

o f S t e p h e n a s he w o u l d l i k e h i m t o be o r M a s t e r K n o w e l l ' s 

a d v i c e t o h i s nephew c o n t a i n e x a m p l e s o f t h i s c o m p o s i t e 
' 2 . 

c i t i z e n . 

K n o w e l l . What w o u l d I h a v e y o u d o ? I ' l l t e l l y o u , 
k i n s m a n ; 
L e a r n t o be w i s e , a nd p r a c t i s e how t o t h r i v e ; 
T h a t w o u l d I h a v e y o u d o ; and n o t t o s p e n d 
Y o u r c o i n o n e v e r y f o o l i s h b a u b l e t h a t y o u f a n c y , 
O r e v e r y f o o l i s h t r a i n t h a t h u mours y o u . 
I w o u l d n o t h a v e t o i n v a d e e a c h p l a c e , 
H o r t h r u s t y o u r s e l f o n a l l s o c i e t i e s 
T i l l men's a f f e c t i o n s o r y o u r own d e s e r t , 
S h o u l d w o r t h i l y i n v i t e y o u t o y o u r r a n k , 
He t h a t i s so r e s t l e s s i n h i s c o u r s e s , 
O f t s e l l s h i s r e p t u t a t i o n a t c h e a p m a r k e t . 
N o r w o u l d I , y o u s h o u l d m e l t away y o u r s e l f 
I n f o o l i s h b r a v e r y , l e s t , w h i l e y o u a f f e c t 
To make a b l a z e o f g e n t r y t o t h e w o r l d , 
A l i t t l e p u f f o f s e h o r n e x t i n g u i s h i t ; 
A n d y o u b e l e f t an u n s a v o r y s n u f f , 
Whose p r o s p e r i t y i s o n l y t o o f f e n d . 
lUd. h a ' y o u s o b e r a n d c o n t a i n y o u s e l f 
N o t t h a t y o u r s a i l be b i g g e r t h a n y o u r b o a t ; 
B u t m o d e r a t e y o u r e x p e n s e s , now, a t f i r s t , 
A s y o u maj£' k e e p t h e same p r o p o r t i o n s t i l l ; 
N o r s t a n d so much d n y o u r g e n t i l i t y , 
W h i c h i s an a i r y , a n d mere b o r r o w e d t h i n g , 
F rom d e a d men's d u s t , a nd b o n e s , a nd none o f y o u r s , 

E x c e p t y o u make, o r h o l d i t . 

B e f o r e I re l e a v e t h e s e e x a m p l e s 1? s h o u l d a d d t h a t 

t h e i d e a l c i t i z e n c h a n g e s a s t h e p e r i o d p r o g r e s s e s . 

I n t h e e a r l y p l a y s t h e m e d i e v a l t y p e o f c i t i z e n p r e d o m i 

n a t e s . He was b o t h g e n e r o u s a n d h a r d w o r k i n g . A t t h e 

end o f o u r p e r i o d , h o w e v e r , t h e r e a r e more Quomodos t h a n 

E u r e s a n d r e l a t i v e l y f e w p i c t u r e s o f s u c h H a p p y r e l a t i o n s h i p s 

b e t w e e n m a s t e r a nd men a s e x i s t e d i n t h e s h o p o f S i m o n E y r e . 

1 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p . 145 . 
2. E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, j t , i . 7 3 - 9 9 . 
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Naturally, we ask ourselves whether the merchant class 
was becoming more acquisitive than i t had been. But i t i s 
very d i f f i c u l t to decide to what extent the plays reflect 
the outlook of the citizen andjow much they are dependent 
upon the attitude of the dramatist. I have discussed this 
question in a general manner in a preceding chapter^ I t 
seems impossible to reach any more definite conclusion 
here. I can say only that there must have been a marked 
increase in the competitive s p i r i t . Otherwise, so many 
attacks would not have been made upon'^t in the drama. At 
the same time, I shall:*)t forget the complaint of the 
citizen i n The Knight of the Burning Pestle«who implies 
that the constant ridicule directed at the middle class 

2 

was unfair and biased. 
I shall look for a moment at the faults in the 

aitizen that the dramatists attack most vigorously, 
the se were frequently the defects of his virtues or the 
results of too strenuous a pursuit of ideals, and, 
consequently, they may be related to the general subject 
of this chapter. The attacks, on the whole, resolve .:•• 
themselves into a criticism of the citizen's avarice and 
pride. 

* n The Dumb Knight the merchants themselves complain 
at the increase of greed in trade. They think that 
t h r i f t has turned into avarice and say that a l l men"neglect 
' 1 see_above, op. 44-46. ' 13 

- -• - 1 - - - - - - ° ; - . ' - • } ••-
?. The Knight of the Burning Pestle, Induction, 7-11. 



.'1 
t h e i r h e a l t h i n r e g a r d o f t h e i r profit'.' 1. Quomodo, 

i n Michaelmas Jerrn, can serve as an example o f the type 

o f c i t i z e n t h a t they condemn. He w i l l go t o any l e n g t h 
2 

to s a t i s f y h i s c r a v i n g f o r " l a n d , f i n e neat l a n d " . 

T h i s c r i t i c i s m i s c a r r i e d t o a r i d i c u l o u s extreme i n C>;: 

Greene's Tu Quoque* Bubble's unc l e i n t h i s p l a y i s 

s a i d to have dropped " s t a r k dead" when he was aked t o 
3 

pay f o u r s h i l l i n g s f o r a shoulder o f mutton. 

The e x c e s s i v e p r i d e o f c e r t a i n c i t i z e n s who found 

that;:: i n d u s t r y had rewarded them wit h t i t l e sand wealth 

i s a l s o c r i t i c i z e d a d v e r s e l y . The f a n t a s t i c p r e t e n s i o n s 
4 

o f Rash on.being k n i g h t e d make him an o b j e c t o f l a u g h t e r . 

Bubble i s e q u a l l y r i d i c u l o u s . He t h i n k s t h a t he must 

speak l a t i n nmrthat he i s a gentleman and adds the 
o n l y L a t i n he knows, " t u quoque", t o everything t h a t he 

5 
says. He i s a l s o c o n v i n c e d t h a t a s u i t o f b l a c k 
c a r n a t i o n v e l v e t i s the o n l y f i t costume f o r a wealthy 

6 

man. O l d For t u n a t u s a l s o c o n t a i n s an a t t a c k on the c i t i z e n s ' 

p r i d e , i n t h i s case expressed by o s t e n t a t i o u s d r e s s . 

1 1he Dumb Knight,111,i,p.160. : : ! 

2 Michaelmas Term, 1 1 , i i i , 1 1 6 - 1 2 0 . 

3. G r e e ne 1s Tu Quoque, p. 190. 

4. I b i d . p. I86^i:*.l. 

5 J I b i d . p.209-211. 

6 I b i d . p.209. 
7 O l d For t u n a t u s . 1,1.330. Fo r t u n a t u s and h i s sons 

are a l w a y s " g a l l a n t " . 
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glance a t Volpone, the most b i t t e r s a t i r e on m a t e r i a l i s m 

found anywhere i n the E l i z a b e t h a n drama. 

In j o n s o n 1 s p l a y a l l c l a s s e s o f s o c i e t y a c t from 

one motive, t h a t o f greed. C o r v i n o , the merchant, V o l t o r e , 

the lawyer, Gorbaccio, the o l d gentleman, o n l y w a i t on 

Volpone because they d e s i r e r i c h e s . They w i l l s a c r i f i c e 

wives, sons, f r i e n d s t o o b t a i n more money. 

The whole p o i n t o f the p l a y i s summed up i n Volpone's 

•~ words when he says t h a t by p l a y i n g on the a v a r i c e o f 

h i s f o l l o w e r s he can i n c r e a s e h i s wealth with even 

g r e a t e r ease than the merchant, whose methods he and 
1 

laosca contemptuously l i s t . I f we are to b e l i e v e 

Jonson a l l o f s o c i e t y has succumbed to the d i s e a s e o f 

the merchant. A l l men " n e g l e c t t h e i r health"-' i n r e g a r d 
2 

o f t h e i r p r o f i t . " 

1 Volpone, l , i . 3 0 - 5 1 . F u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e s w i l l be made 
to t h i s scene i n the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r . 

2 The Dumb Knight, l l l , i , p.160 
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1 

B u s i n e s s Management 

The C i t i z e n ' s t h e o r y o f t h r i f t a n d i n d u s t r y was 

e m b o d i e d i n a s y s t e m o f b u s i n e s s management t h a t was 

a s t r a n g e m i x t u r e o f t h e o l d andarew. O l d ways o f 

e a r n i n g a l i v e l i h o b d - ' ; thaifi h a d f i t t e d i n t o a f e u d a l 

economy e x i s t e d i n company w i t h o r w e r e b e i n g s u p e r s e d e d 

b y new m e t h o d s . I n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n ^ e c o n o m y t h e i d e a l 

1 l v o r t h e b a c k g r o u n d m a t e r i a l c o n t a i n e d I n t h i s 
c h a p t e r I am c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d t o : 

Camp, C.W. The A r t i c a n i n E l i z a b e t h a n l i t e r a t u r e . 

C a w l e y , R.R. U n p a t h e d Waters. 
C l a r k , A l i c e , The W o r k i n g L i f e o f Women i n t h e S e v e n t e e n t h  

C e n t u r y . , 

C u n n i n g h a m , w.Tne g r o w t h o f E n g l i s h I n d u s t r y a n d Commerce. 

H a r r i s o n , W . , D e s c r i p t i o n o f E n g l a n d f 

G r e t t o n , R.H. The E n g l i s h M i d d l e C l a s s . 

G r o s s , C , The E n g l i s h G i l d M e r c h a n t . 

O n i o n s , C.T., e d . , S h a k e s p e a r e ' s E n g l a n d . 

P o w e r , E i l e e n , M e d i e v a l P e o p l e . 

R o t h , C e c i l , "The J e w s i n t h e M i d d l e A g e s , " i n C a m b r i d g e  
M e d i e v a l H i s t o r y , v o l . 7, p p . 6 3 3 - 8 6 3 . 

S i s s o n , C. S, "A c o l o n y o f J e w s i n S h a k e s p e a r e ' s L o n d o n , " 
i n E B s a y s ana. S t u d i e s b y members o f t h e E n g l i s h A s s o c i a t i o n , 
v o l . 2 3 , p . .38, 1938. 

T o e s c h , C a r l , " A H i s t o g y o f t h e C o n c e p t o f U s u r y , " i n 
T h e J o u r n a l o f t h e H i s t o r y o f I d e a s , p p . 291 - 3 7 8 , J u n e , 1 9 4 2 . 

U n w i n , G., I n d u s t r i a l O r g a n i z a t i o n i n t h e S i x t e e n t h 
a n d s e v e n t e e n t h C e n t u r i e s . 
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o f t h e f a i r a n d s e t r e t u r n f o r o n e ' s w o r k i s f o u n d 

s i d e b y s i d e w i t h t h e e v i d e n c e o f e n o r m o u s g a i n s m a d e 

i n m e r c h a n t v e n t u r e s . T h e s m i t h w a s t t h e s y m b o l o f t h e 

o l d e c o n o m y ; t h e m e r c h a n t a d v e n t u r e r o f t h e n e w . T h e 

f i e l d o f b u s i n e s s o f f e r e d e x c i t i n g r e t u r n s a n d d a n g e r o u s 

i n v e s t i m e n t s t o t h e m a n w h o d e s i r e d n o v e l t y ; a & a f e a n d 

s u r e i n c o m e t o t h e m a n w h o c h o s e h i s g r a n d f a t h e r ' s c r a f t . 

I n t h e h e a r t - i o f t h e c i t y t h e E x c h a n g e h e a r d n e w s o f 

s u c c e s s f u l a n d u n s u c c e s s f u l e x p e d i t i o n s , b u t i n t h e 

s i d e s t r e e t s c o b b l e r s m e n d e d s h o e s a s t h e y h a d d o n e 

t w o c e n t u r i e s b e f o r e . 

T h e s t r a n g e l i n k b e t w e e n t h e o l d a n d t h e n e w 

w a s e v i d e n t i n m a n y w a y s . T h e o l d e r h a n d i c r a f t s f l o u r i s h e d . 

s i d e b y s i d e w i t h p u r e t r a d i n g . M a n y o f t h e m e r c h a n t s 

c o m b i n e d b o t h h a n d i c r a f t a n d t r a d e a n d w e r e c r a f t s m e n 

1 

s p e c u l a t o r s o r m e r c h a n t a d v e n t u r e r s . 

P r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h i s c o m b i n a t i o n , h o w e v e r , h a d 

b e e n m a d e d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s c e n t u r i e s . E v e n i n t h e 

r e i g n o f E d w a r d 11 t r a d i n g h a d b e e n f a i r l y g e n e r a l . T h e 

t r a d i n g f r a t e r n i t i e s h a d b e e n r e - o r g a n i z e d t h e n i n t o l i v e r y 

c o m p a n i e s a n d g e n e r a l l y c h a r t e r e d . 

T h e E l i z a b e t h a n m e r c h a n t h a d f o r e r u n n e r s n o t o n l y a m o n g 

t h e g u i l d m e r c h a n t s o f h i s o w n r a c e b u t a m o n g t h e G e r m a n 

t r a d e r s w h o h a d p l a y s e d s u c h a n i m p o r t a n t p a r t i n t h e 

d e v e l o p m e n t o f n o r t h e r n E a s t e r n E u r o p e a n t r a d e . I n 

I c f , A l b u m a z a r , I V , i i , p . 3 7 8 , S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 1 1 1 , i . 
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These fg+eigo merchants had. an establishment in London, the 
Steelyard. They were called the Easterlings by the 
English. It i s hard to say exactly bow much they, 
influenced the English merchant. Certainly with their 
presence in London he had a school at his front door and 
must have learned inuch about business organization from 
them. Thus, even in medieval London the tools and 
examples of organization were at hand that would 
produce the merchants-craftsman of seafaring Tudor England. 

Many of thee^ merchants who wished to have another 
source of income than that provided by their craft took 
advantage of the brave Mew world of America and India. 
They invested their money in sea voyages. The extent 
of these investments i s amazing. In the records of many 
of the old expeditions shareholders range from lords 
to sempstresses. 

These investments are well authenticated by the plays. 
Before I turn to the dramas for illustrations, however, 
I shall give ear to one of the conservatives who detrusted 
sea trading. He i s William Harrison and he fears that t 
the great amount of merchantile activity w i l l hinder the 
advance of his beloved country. 

...that great numbers of merchants were nothing 
to the furtherance of the state of the common
wealth: wherefore i t i s to be wished that the 
(huge) heap of them were somewhat restrained 
(as also of our lawiers) so should the rest 
leave more easily upon their own, and few 

1 The evolution of the guild of the merchant taylors 
furnishes a good instance of the development that various 
guilds underwent. I t was originally the guild of the 
linen armourers. 
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honest chapmen be bought to decaie % breaking 
o f the bankerupt. I doo not deny but t h a t the 
navy of the land i s i n p a r t maintained by t h e i r 
t r a f f i c , and so are the h i g h p r i c e s o f wares 
kept up, new they have gotten the o n l y sale o f 
things(upon pretense o f a b e t t e r furtherance 
o f the commonwealth) i n t o their(ownej} hands: 
whereas i n times past when the strange bottoms 
were s u f f e r e d to come i n , we had sugar f o r 

lo f o u r pence the pound, t h a t now ( a t the w r i t i n g 
o f t h i s t r e a t i s ) i s w e l l worth h a l f a crown, 
r a i s o n s or c o r i n t s f o r a penie t h a t now are 
holden at s i x pence, and sometime at e i g h t 
pence and tenpence the pQund: nutmege at 
two pence h a l f penie the ounce: ginger at 
a penie an ounce....Whereby we may see the 
sequel o f t h i n g s not always (but very seldom) 
to be such as pretended i n the beginning. 
The wares t h a t they c a r r i e out o f the realm, 
are f o r the most p a r t brode c l o t h e s and c a r s i e s 
o f a l l colors...and there e i t h e r exchanged 
f o r other wares o r readie" money: to the 
great g a i n and commodities o f our merchants. 
...They have sought out the east and west 
I n d i e s and....they b r i n g home great commodities. 
(But a l a s I see not by a l l t h e i r t r a v e l that 
the p r i c e of t h i n g s are any w h i t abated.) 
Certes t h e i r enormitie ( f o r so I do accompt 
i t ) was s u f f i c i e n t l i e provided f o r An 9, 
Edward 3, by a noble e s t a t u t e made i n t h a t 
b e h a l f , but upon what occasion the g e n e r a l 
execution thereof i s stayed and not c a l l e d on, 
i n good sooth, I cannot t e l l . This o n l y , I 
know, that every f u n c t i o n and s e v e r a l v o c a t i o n 
s t r i v e t h w i t h other, which o f them should have 
a l l the water o f commoditie run intotheVr 
own e i s t e r n . -

1 
The best known i n c i d e n t c e n t e r i n g i n trade and 

showing the importance o f the'jmerchant i n the E l i z a b e t h a n 
drama i s t h a t which forms the main p l o t o f the merchant 

2  

— V e n i c e » The i n c i d e n t i n r t h i s p l a y i s too f a m i l a i r 

H a r r i s o n ' s D e s c r i p t i o n o f England. Book 11.Cap.v.opl3l 
pp.131-132 

2. The name i t s e l f would imply rromance to the E l i a a b e t h a n . 
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t o b e d e s c r i b e d i n any d e t a i l , b u t A n t o n i o may s e r v e 

a s a n e x a m p l e o f t h e m e r c h a n t a d v e n t u r e r . He was v e r y 

w e a l t h y a l t h o u g h h e was t h r e a t e n e d w i t h l o s s d u r i n g 

t h e p l a y and a l t h o u g h he f o u n d h i m s e l f i n a p o s i t i o n 

fehere h i s g o o d s a n d t h e f a t e o f h i s f r i e n d d e p e n d e d 

u p o n t h e s u c c e s s o f a s i n g l e f l e e t . H i s ' w e a l t h m i g h t 

h a v e b e e n t h e w e a l t h o f a l a r g e number o f L o n d o n 

m e r c h a n t s and h i s i n v e s t m e n t c a n b e t a k e n a s an eHaipple 

o f t h o s e b e c a u s e o f t h e E l i z a b e t h a n c r a z e f o r ; ~ y r 2 u 

s p e c u l a t i o n i n s e a t r a d e . 

A l l m e r c h a n t s d i d n o t r e m a i n a t home t o s u p e r v i s e 

t h e i r i n v e s t m e n t s and t o w a t c h f o r t h e i r s h i p s d o m i n g 

i n atifoe p i e r a s d i d A n t o n i o . Many s a i l e d w i t h t h e i r 

c a r g o e s . T h e s e s a i l o r m e r c h a n t s m u s t h a v e b e e n a s 

f a m i l a r w i t h s t o r m y o c e a n n i g h t s a s t h e s e a b o y o f 

S h a k e s p e a r e . S u c h a m e r c h a n t i s a n o t h e r A n t o n i o , t h e 

A n t o n i o i n A l b u m a z a r . The p l o t o f t h e p l a y h i n g e s o n 

h i s a b s e n c e . A l l h i s money was n o t i n v e s t e d i n one 

p l a c e , h o w e v e r , a s was t h e V e n e t i a n A n t o n i o ' s , f o r 

h i s f a r m e r , T r i n e a l o , l o o k e d f o r w a r d t o t h e s e i z u r e 

o f h i s m a s t e r ' s r i c h e s t h r o u g h t h e a i d o f w i z a r d 

A l b u m a z a r . The t r a v e l l i n g A n t o n i o s e r v e s a s a n e x a m p l e 

o f t h e s e a t r a d e r who r e t a i n e d h i s c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h 

o t h e r s e c t i o n s o f E l i z a b e t h a n b u s i n e s s . 
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T h i s p l a y h a s a number o f r e f e r e n c e s i n i t t h a t 

a i d i n f o r m i n g a p i c t u r e o f t h e w e a l t h y t r a d e r - m e r c h a n t 

o f E l i z a b e t h ' s L o n d o n . A n t o n i o seemed t o . t h i n k t h a t h i s 

b u s i n e s s was v e r y i m p o r t a n t . He d e l a y e d h i s own a n d 

h i s d a u g h t e r s m a r r i a g e , f o r t h r e e , m p n ^ s l i n o r d e r t h a t 

h e m i g h t c o l l e c t h i s g r e a t sums o f g o l d i n B a r b a r y . 

When he r e t u r n e d he was t o l d t h a t he h a d b e e n g i v e n u p 
2 

a s l o s t b y t h e E x c h a n g e . The E x c h a n g e t o o k n o t e o f 

t h e v o y a g e s and t h e s h i p s i n much t h e same way as L l o y d s 

d o e s now. 

Some i d e a o f t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s u n d e r g o n e b y d a r i n g 

m e r c h a n t s may b e o b t a i n e d f r o m A n t o n i o ' s a c c o u n t o f 

h i s h a r d s h i p s , h i s " s h i p w r e c k , h i s c a p t u r e b y p i r a t e s 
3 

and h i s s e r v i c e i n t h e g a l l e y s . ' T h e r e a r e a l s o some 

r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e E a s t I n d i a company and t o m e t h o d s 

o f c h a r t i n g v o y a g e s . A l b u m a z a r , f o r e x a m p l e , h a s h a d 

h i s a l m a n a c made f o r t h e h e i g h t a n d m e r i d i a n o f - J a p a n . 
• 4 

He c o n s i d e r s g i v i n g i t t o t h e E a s t I n d i a Company. -
T h e r e t h e y may s m e l l o u t t h e p r i c e o f c l o v e s and 

p e p p e r , 
M o n k e y s a n d c h i n a d i s h e s , f i v e y e a r s e n s u i n g , 

And know t h e s u c c e s s o f t h e v o y a g e o f t h e M a g o r e s , 

A l l m e r c h a n t s w e r e n o t a s f o r t u n a t e as t h e two 

A n t o n i o ' s i n h a v i n g t h e i r v e n t u r e s t u r n o u t s u c c e s s f u l l y . 

1 A l b u m a z a r , l , v , p . 3 2 0 . 

2. I b i d . , I V , i ^ , p . 3 7 8 . 
3 I b i d . , 1 1 1 , i x , p p . 3 7 6 - 3 7 8 . 

4 I b i d . , l , v , p . 3 1 8 . 
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Many i n v e s t m e n t s f a i l e d , a n d s h i p w r e c k i n E l i z a b e t h a n 

s t o r i e s m e a n t d i s a s t e r - t o b o t h l o r d s a n d s e m p s t r e s s e s . 

I n t h e d r a m a t h e r e a r e s p e c i f i c r e f e r e n c e s t o 

m e r c h a n t s who were r u i n e d t h r o u g h i n v e s t m e n t i n 

e x p e d i t i o n s b e y o n d t h e s e a s . The u n f o r t u n a t e B a n n i s t s ? 

i n Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l l o s e s h i s money t h r o u g h 
1 

m i s f o r t u n e a t s e a . S i m i l a r l y , i n The Dumb K n i g h t , 

t h e m e r c h a n t p e t i t i o n i n g P r a t e , t h e u n s c r u p u l o u s l a w y e r , 

s t a t e s b i t t e r l y t h a t he i s e x p o s e d t o t h e . h a z a r d o f t h e 

s e a s , a n d , f u r t h e r , t h a t h e n e e d s c o n f i r m a t i o n o f a 
2 

c h a r t e r t o t r a d e w i t h S p a i n . The r i c h T u r k e y m e r c h a n t 
i n The M e r r y D e v i l o f Edmont o n h a s l o s t a l l h i s money 

3 

a t s e a . The V o y a g e s o f t h e Two E n g l i s h B r o t h e r s h a v e 

r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e I t e s t I n d i a n t r a d e a n d s e v e r a l 

i n s t a n c e s o f m i s f o r t u n e . 

Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l f u r n i s h e s f u t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e c o n d u c t o f t h e t r a v e l l i n g m e r c h a n t ' s 

b u s i n e s s . I n i t t h e r e i s some i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e c l o s e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e m e r c h a n t s . T h i s n e t w o r k extended 

o v e r a l l t h e known w o r l d . P e r h a p s t h e H a n s e a t i c S t e e l y a r d 

f u r n i s h e d t h e m o d e l . What e v e r t h e o r i g i n Thomas, 

L o r d C r o m w e l l shows u s the E n g l i s h f a c t o r y i n Antwerp 

i n c l o s e t o u c h w i t h L o n d o n . Word i s brought t o t h e 

I T h o m a s , L o r d C r o m w e l l , 1 , i i i , p . 3 5 3 . ' 

2. The Dumb K n i g h t , 1 1 1 , i , p p . 1 6 0 - 1 6 2 . 

3 The M e r r y D e v i l o f Ed m o n t o n , p . 2 1 5 . 
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g o v e r n o r t h e r e t o apprehend. B a n n i s t e r f o r d e b t . He 
1 

h a d j u s t p r e v i o u s l y l e f t E n g l a n d t o a v o i d i m p r i s o n m e n t . 

The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l d e s c r i b e s o t h e r a s p e c t s o f the 

m e r c h a n t s l i f e and i n v e s t m e n t s . I n i t i s a d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f t h e e x c i t e m e n t c a u s e d i n L o n d o n P o o l by -the home

c o m i n g o f a s h i p . M a r t i n ; a s k s w h a t t h e C a t h e r i n e and 
2 

Hugh h a s b r o u g h t t o p o r t . I n E l i z a b e t h a n t i m e s L o n d o n 

was t h e p r i n c i p a l p o r t f o r t h e m e r c h a n t s , e v e n t h e u g h 

t h e p r i v a t e e r s f a v o r e d P l y m o u t h Hoe. I n t h e same p l a y 

t h e t r a v e l l i n g .merchant h a s b e e n a b s e n t so . l o n g t h a t h i s 

s p n ..has a l m o s t f o r g o t t e n h i m . The f o r g e d w i l l , f u r t h e r 

more shows u s w here F l o w e r d a l e h a d i n v e s t e d h i s money 
3 

a n d c o n f i r m s w h a t h a s b e e n s a i d - o f s u c h i n v e s t m e n t s . 
S i r L a n c e l o t . T h r e e s h i p s now i n t h e S t r a i t s 
and homeward b o u n d ; 
Two w a r d h i p s o f two h u n d r e d p o u n d a y e a r , 
The one i n W a l e s , t h e o t h e r G l o u c e s t e r s h i r e ; 
D e b t and a c c o u n t s s a r e t h r i t y t h o u s a n d p o u n d ; 
P l a t e , money, j e w e l s , s i x t e e n t h o u s a n d m o r e ; 
Two h o u s e n f u r n i s h e d w e l l i n C o l e m a n s t r e e t ; 
B e s i d e s what s o ' e r h i s u n c l e l e a v e s t o h i m , 
B e i n g o f g r e a t d o m a i n s a n d w e a l t h a t P eckham. 

I n E a s t w a r d Ho % { s t r e s s F o n d and M J s t r e s s G a s e r 

h a v e s e e n a s h i p l a u n c h e d t h e d a y b e f o r e G e r t r u d e ' s 

w e d d i n g . T h e y d i s c u s s t h e l a u n c h i n g and l o o k f o r w a r d 
j 

t o S i r P e t r o n a l ' s d e p a r t u r e i n a n o t h e r f i n e a3\7erxtim>\js 

1 T ^ c ^ ^ v - L o r a ^ O y o m w e l l . 1 1 . i & i i i , p p 3 5 4 - 3 5 6 . c f . 
M r s . B a n n i s t e r ' s s p e e c h . " 0 , m a s t e r F r e s c o b a l d , p i t y my 
h u s b a n d l s c a s e . He i s a man h a s l i v e d . a s w e l l a s a n y , 
T i l l e n v i o u s f o r t u n e and t h e r a v e n o u s s e a , »id r o b , 
d i s r o b e , and s p o i l u s o f o u r own." 

2 The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l . l , i i , p . 3 7 2 . 

3 I b i d . 1 1 , i v , p . 3 8 1 
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1 s h i p . The k n i g h t , however, who was attempting to 

r e v i v e h i s f o r t u n e s by a journey t o America,had a s h o r t 

and unlucky voyage; and h i s wealth was l e s s a t the 

end o f i t than at t h e b e g i n n i n g . 

So many adventurers, indeed attempted to g a i n 

wealth by s a i l i n g west t h a t ft s e t t i n g a a i l f o r Virginia',' 

became a cant term f o r a h o p e l e s s ambition. M o l l t e l l s 

S e b a s t i a n , f o r i n s t a n c e , not t o chose a w i f e as i f he 
2 

were g o i n g on a voyage to V i r g i n i a . 

The c i t i z e n who combined craftmanship and t r a d i n g 

might be more o f a craftsman than a t r a d e r . E y r e ' s 

agreement wi t h the Dtuch shipmaser i s t y p i c a l o f the 

type o f b a r g a i n i n g c a r r i e d on by those who were p r i m a r i l y 

c raftsmen. Eyre was not fundamentally concerned w i t h 

s h i p p i n g and i t i s doubtfulvwhether h i s d e a l i n g s 

w e r e s t r i e t l y honest. In t h i s case he was r e a p i n g 

the r e s u l t s o f another man's l a b o r and " f o r e s t a l l i n g " , 

a p r a c t i c e f o r b i d d e n byiflae m edieval market codes. No new 

l e g i s l a t i o n had been passed a t t h a t date to r e g u l a t e 

such t r a n s a c t i o n s , however, and Eyre was not b r e a k i n g 

any r u l e i n f o r c e at the time. An o r d e r l y system o f 

s h i p p i n g law had not been evolved to serve the E l i z a b e t h a n 

tradesman as the medieval system o f r e g u l a t i n g the 

c r a f t s had done h i s grandparents. I n f a c t , the f a v o r 

t h a t Eyre r e c e i v e s on the s u c c e s J o f h i s b a r g a i n i s 

1 Eastward Ho. 111,11.18-20. 

2 The R e a r i n g G i r l , l , i . p , 1 6 5 . 



82 

symbolic of the changed outlook of the Elizabethan on 

trade. Only a l i t t l e more than a century e a r l i e r 

Such an action as Eyre's might have c a l l e d f o r t h 

prosecution. 

Before I turn to a consideation of the craftsman 

carrying on h i s trade i n h i s shop as h i s father 

had done I s h a l l describe the a c t i v i t i e s of another 

type of Elizabethan businessman, the loan merchant. 

His development somewhat p a r a l l e l s that of the 

speculator or of the merchant adventurer. As was sometimes 

the case with the l a t t e r the loan merchant might use 

h i s c r a f t to provide c a p i t a l for other enterprises that 

yielded a larger return than that which could be obtained 

from the c r a f t alone. 

In cerain ways the membersc«f t h i s group were i n a. 

bfetter p o s i t i o n than were the merchant adventurers, 

lending money at i n t e r e s t had advantages over the placing 

of one's c a p i t a l i n sea voyages. I t entailed f a r l e s s 

personal danger and i t gave an opportunity for the more 

accurate determination of business r i s k s . But the 

loan merchant faced one unique drawback. He had to 

cope with the strong disapprobation of a l l around him. 

The disapproval of h i s actions was rooted i n the mind 

of the age. He was condemned f o r taking i n t e r e s t , both 

by h i s own people, the c i t i z e n f . a n d by h i s enemies, the 



83 

t h e a r i s t o c r a c y . T h i s i n t a n g i b l e l e g i s l a t i o n was 

much more a h i n d r a n c e t h a n a n y l e g a l r e s t r i c t i o n s 

e n c o u n t e r e d b y o t h e r u m e r c h a h t s . 

E f f e c t i v e a s t h i s d i s a p p r o v a l was i n t h e E l i z a 

bethan p e r i o d i t i s r a t h e r d i f f i c u l t f o r p e o p l e o f t h e 

p r e s e n t c e n t u r y t o c o m p r e h e n d i t s r e a s o n s o r i t s 

w e i g h t . We f o r g e t t h a t t o t h e E l i z a b e t h a n any man who 

made money o u t o f a n o t h e r ' s n e e d was a u s u r e r . The 

i n f l u e n c e o f c e n t u r i e s o f m e d i e v a l t e a c h i n g h u n g u p o n 

t h e w o r d ahd u n c o n s c i o u s l y c o l o r e d h i s a t t i t u d e a n d 

so t h a t h e made b i a s e d j u d g e m e n t s . We s h o u l d make an 

e f f o r t , h o w e v e r , t o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s t i l l 

t h a t t h a t a. man who l o a n e d money a t i n t e r e s t was a u s u r e r . 

1 The e a r l y c h u r c h f a t h e r s h a d b e e n r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
t h e m e d i e v a l d i s t u u s t o f u s u r y . T h e y b e d p u t t h e w e i g h t 
o f t h e i r a u t h o r i t y a g a i n s t t n o s e who r e c i e v e d money f o r 
t h e l o a n o f any c o m m o d i t y T h e y h a d b a s e d t h e i r d i s a p p r o v a l 
$ h t h e S c r i p t u r e s . The s t o r y o f t h e Godd S a m a r i t a n 
and t h e commend t h a t e n j o i n e d m u t u a l c a r e i n d i s t r e s s 
b o t h - i m p l i e d t h a t a i d s h o u l d , b e g i v e n w i t h o u t a s k i n g 
f o r a r e t u r n . The c a n o n i s t s , f u r t h e r m o r e , made a d i s t i n c t 
d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n u s u r i a a n d i n t e r e s s a . I f one l o a n e d 
a h o r s e t o a n e i g h b o r t h e r e m i g h t b e a s m a l l money sum • 
( i n t e r e s s a ) p a i d f o r i t s u s e , b e c a u s e one would- be w i t h o u t 
t h e h o r s e o n s e l f and t h e h o r s e m i g h t b e i n j u r e d i n t h e 
m e a n t i m e . A n y t h i n g m e a s u r a b l e , on t h e o t h e r h a n d , h a d 
t o "be r e t u r n e d e x a c t l y as g i v e n ; F i n a l l y , t h e c a n o n i s t s 
s a i d t h a t t h e money l e n d e r a s k e d payment o n t i m e , t h a t 
was n o t h i s b u t G o d ' s . 
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I f we do n o t r e a l i z e t h a t t h e E l i z a b e t h a n ' s d i s a p p r o v a l 

o f l o a n s was b a s e d , u n c o n s c i o u s l y , o n t h e same c a n o n i c a l 

r e s t r i c t i o n s t h a t h a d g o v e r n e d the t h o u g h t o f m e d i e v a l 

man we s h a l l n o t we a b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e p l a y s t h a t 

d e a l w i t h money l e n d e r s . 

A s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f - t h i s a t t i t u d e t h e r e i s , i n t h e 

p l a y s , n o a r d e n t d e f e n c e o f l e n d i n g a s a means o f 

i n c r e a s i n g o n e ' s w e a l t h . I t d o e s n o t a r o u s e p r a i s e 

a s d o e s t h r i f t y management o r d a r i n g s e a i n v e s t m e n t . 

I n many c a s e s , h o w e v e r , i t i s e a s y t o u n d e r s t a n d why 

money l e n d e r s i n t h e drama d i d n o t a p p e a r i n a f a v o r a b l e 

l i g h t t o t he a u d i e n c e . T h e y a r e g e n e r a l l y p i c t u r e d a s 

m a k i n g lo.<an<s-of n e c e s s i t y and a s c a p i t a l i z i n g u p o n 

e m e r g e n c y n e e d s i n e x a c t l y t h e same way as t h e m e d i e v a l 

l o a n m e r c h a n t h a d d o n e . .The s t a g e u s u r e r i s i n v a r i a b l y / " 

d e t e r m i n e d t o r u i n a l l y o u n g e r s o n s a nd w a y w a r d a p p r e n t i c e s . 

The u s u r e r i n E l i z a b e t h a n l i f e a n d , t h e r e f o r e , 

h i s c o u n t e r p a r t i n t h e p l a y s * h a d a n t e c e d e n t s i n t h e 

M i d d l e A g e s j u s t a s t h e m e r c h a n t a d v e n t u r e r s h a d f o r e 

r u n n e r s i n C h a u c e r ' s t i m e . L o a n s h a d - b e e n n e e d e d a n d 

s u p p l i e d i n m e d i e v a l t i m e s . F i r s t b y t h e c h u r c h , t h e n 

b y t h e g r e a t m e r c h a n t h o u s e s o n t h e c o n t i n e n t , l a t e r 

b y t h e J e w s i n m o s t o f E u r o p e , a nd bytthe Germans a n d 

L o m b a r d s i n E n g l a n d . The powe r o f t h e L o m b a r d s a n d 

o f t h e Germans, h o w e v e r , tfas a t e m p o r a r y one o m E n g l a n d , 
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L o n g b e f o r e t h e c o r o n a t i o n o f E l i z a b e t h , L o n d o n e r s 

were'' s u p e r v i s i n g t h e i r own f i n a n c i a l a f f a i r s a n d t h o s e o f 

-£hB r e s t o f t h e c o u n t r y , i n f a c t t h e eompaniescof m e r c h a n t 

a d v e r n t u r e r s h a d l e a r n e d so much f r o m t h e i r p r e d e c e s s o r s 

t h a t t h e y were u n c o n s c i o u s l y u s i n g l o a n s i n t h e same 

m a n n e r .?as we do t o d a y . 

T h u s , i t c a n b e s e e n t h a t b y t h e e n d o f t h e s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y b o t h t h e m a t e r i a l and m e n t a l a n t e c e d e n t s s h o u l d 

h a v e b e e n p r o v i d e d f o r t h e l o a n m e r c h a n t . The g a r m a n s a n d 

t h e L o m b a r d s h a d f u r n i s h e d e x a m p l e s . C a n o n i c a l r e s t r i c t i o n s 

h a d d i s a p p e a r e d . S i n e e m e n t a l b a r r i e r s a r e r e m o v e d more 

s l o w l y t h a n m a t e r i a l o n e s , h o w e v e r , t h e o l d a t m o s p h e r e 

o f s u s p i c i o n a r i h a t r e d r e m a i n e d t o p l a g u e t h e s u c c e s s f u l 

l o a n m e r c h a n t . 

The E l i z a b e t h a n l o a n m e r c h a n t , t h e r e f o r e , a s I h a v e 

s a i d , h a d t o f a c e s t r o n g a n d c o n s t a n t c r i t i c i s m . N a t u r a l l y 

t h e n , he demanded l a r g e r e t u r n s f o r h i s money. P e r h a p s 

a c e r t a i n s e n s e o f i n s e c u r i t y a r o u s e d b y c r i t i c i s m made 

h i m , i n m o s t i n s t a n c e s , r e t a i n c o n t a c t w i t h h i s c r a f t . 

S u c h c o n t a c t was n e c e s s a r y a l s o o n p u r e l y m a t e r i a l g r o u n d s 

The c r a f t was t h e b a s i s o f t h e money l e n d e r ' s t r a n s a c t 

t i o n s and o n l y c e r t a i n c r a f t s p r o v i d e d s u i t a b l e m a c h i n e r y 

f o r money l e n d i n g . L o a n s w e r e made m o s t f r e q u e n t l y b y 

t h e m e r c h a n t t a y l o r s , t h e m e r c e r s , and t h e g o l d s m i t h s . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , a g o l d s m i t h w o u l d a c c e p t p l a t e o r j e w e l l e r y 
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as s e c u r i t y f o r h i s l o a n s ; the mercer would g i v e 

c l o t h i n p l a c e o f a l o a n . Only r a r e l y I s t h e r e an 

i n s t a n t o f loans b e i n g o f f e r e d independently o f a 

c r a f t . But, r e g a r d l e s s o f the type o f l e n d i n g , the 

d i s a p p r o v a l was u n i f o r m l y severe..The p l a y s w i l l i l l u s 

t r a t e . 

The husband i n The P u r i t a n can serve as an example 

o f the mosey l e n d e r who c a r r i e d on h i s l e n d i n g o u t s i d e 

the c r a f t . Every morning i n Term time, he was at h i s 

stand i n Westminister H a l l , a s k i n g f o r payment of. h i s 
1 

l o a n s . We l e a r n t h a t he cheated to g a i n money f o r h i s 

son's educ a t i o n and t h a t a f t e r h i s death he was spoken 

o f w i t h scorn and contempt by members o f h i s household 
2 

as w e l l as by o u t s i d e r s . 

Michaelmas Term and Ram A l l e y i l l u s t r a t e the methods 

o f money l e n d e r s who used t h e i r c r a f t as the b a s i s o f 

t h e i r t r a n s a c t i o n s . I n the f i r s t p l a y t h e r e i s a d e t a i l e d 

account o f the more u n f a v o r a b l e aspectsccf money l e n d i n g 

and o f the methods o f the mercers. Easy i s f o r c e d to 

borrow money from Quomodo, a mercer, who makes him 

take up p a r t o f i t i n commodities, t h a t i s , i n goods. 

Easy, i n h i s need, i s f o r c e d to s e l l the c l o t h e a g a i n 

through an agent who disposes*of i t at a r i d i c u l o u s l y 
• x 

1 The P u r i t a n , l . i . p . 3 9 9 . 
2 I b i d , l , i . p . 4 0 0 . l l , i , p . 4 0 7 . 



1 
low p r i c e . The agent i s i n thepay o f Quomodo. Thus, 

the mercer r e c e i v e s r e t u r n s on h i s goods as g r e a t as 

any r e c e i v e d by the merchant adventurers. I n Ram 

A l l e y Throat d e a l s w i t h two ty p e s o f money l e n d e r s . 

He borrows j e w e l s from the gctasmith b u t sends h i s 

c l e r k to the b r o k e r £money l e n d e r ) probobly a mercer, 

i n F e t t e r Lane, t o pawn them f o r a v e l v e t j e r k i n and a 
2 

double r u f f . Many o f the young h e i r s o r the f o o l h a r d y 

a p p r e n t i c e s i n the p l a y s f i n d themselves i n p o s i t i o n s 

s i m i l a r to those o f Easy and Throat, I n every i n s t a n c e 

the money l e n d e r i s d e p i c t e d as a man who u n h e s i t a t i n g l y 

t a k e s advantage o f t h e i r needs. 

i n o t h e r p l a y s t h e r e are more examples o f the 

h e a r t s ssness o f the b r o k e r s . I n Thomas, L o r d Cromwell, 

Bagot i s a*' damned broker", who loaned money to B a n n i s t e r 
3 

and then c a l l e d i t i n b e f o r e the l a t t e r had time t o pay, 

i n The Looking G l a s s f o r London t h e m i s a s i m i l a r 

r e f e r e n c e to the l o a n i n g o f money andifoe c a l l i n g i t i n 

i n the hope t h a t i t c o u l d not be p a i d back. I n such A n 

instance the brok e r miglfc r e c e i v e d something o f more worth 

$ i a n the money i t s e l f . The poor man i n t h i s p l a y i s f o r c e d 
4 

to pawn h i s cow and h i s w i f e ' s b e s t gown. -Volpone 1 Michaelmas Term, l l , i i i T 

2 Ram A l l e y , 111,i,p.334. 

3 Thomas, L o r d Cromwell, 1 , i i i , p . 3 5 3 , 

4 The Looking G l a s s f o r London. 652-820. 
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c o n t a i n s a f u r t h e r i l l u s t r a t i o n o f such methods. I n 

the speech i n which r e f e r e n c e i s made to Volpone's a b i l i t y 

to o b t a i n money without r e c o u r s e t o the methods o f the 
1 

money l e n d e r t h e t r i c k s o f t h e u s u r e r are g i v e n i n d e t a i l . 

Volpone...expo se no sh i p s 
To t h r e a t e n i n g s o f the f u r r o w - f a c e d sea; 
Turn no moneys i n the bank p u b l i c 
Nor usure p r i v a t e . 

Mos...No s i r e , nor devour 
S o f t p r o d i g a l s . You s h a l l have some w i l l swallow 
A m e l t i n g h e i r as g l i b l y as 2gar Dutch 
W i l l p i l l s o f b u t t e r , and ne'er purge f o r i t ; 
T e a r f o r t h the f a t h e r s o f poor f a m i l i e s 
Out o f t h e i r beds and c o f f i n them al i v e 
I n some Icind c l a s p i n g p r i s o n , where t h e i r bones 
May be forthcoming, when the f l e s h i s r o t t e n ; 
Bttt your sweet nature doth abhor these c o u r s e s ; 
You l o a t h e the widow's o r the orphan's t e a r s 
Should wash your pavements o r t h e i r p i t e o u s c r i e s 
R ing i n your r o o f s and b e a t the a i r f o r vengeance. 

Loan merchants, merchant adventurers and craftsmen 

do not complete the ranks o f the E l i z a b e t h a n b u s i n e s s 

men. A t the bottom o f the s o c i a l s c a l e t h e r e was a a m ^ l l 

group o f s e m i - a r t i z a n s and:semi-merchants who moved around 

the c o u n t r y s i d e as p e d l e r s . These men are not v e r y 

s i g n i f i c a n t , i t i s t r u e , but i s i n t e r s t i n g to r e a d 

H a r r i s o n ' s account o f t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . He, no l o v e r 

o f the middleman, thoroughly diaapproved o f them, and, 

i n c i d e n t a l l y , i l l u s t r a t e s i n h i s d e s c r i p t i o n some o f 

the d i f f i c u l t i e s t h a t would be encountered by the 

d a i l y shopper i n London. 

1 Vo lpone. 1,1,38-51. 
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I n r e t u r n i n g , t h e r e f o r e , u n t o my p u r p o s e 
I f i n d t h a t i n c o r n g r e a t abuse i s d a i l y 
s u f f e r e d , t o t h e g r e a t p r e j u d i c e o f t h e 
town and t h e c o u n t r y , e s p e c i a l l y the p o o r 
a r i f i c i e r and h o u s e h o l d e r , w h i c h t i l l e t h 
no l a n d , b u t l a b o r i n g a l l t h e week t o buy 
a b u s h e l o f g r a i n on the« m a r k e t d a y , c a n t h e r e 
have none f o r h i s money b e c a u s e b o d g e r s , l o a d e r s 
and common c a r r i e r s o f c o r n do n o t o n l y buy i t 
•&f>7all, b u t g i v e abotfe t h e p r i c e t o be s e r v e d i n 
g r e a t q u a n t i t i e s . 

1 

One f u r t h e r phenomenon i n t h e f i e l d o f b u s i n e s s 

r e m a i n s t o be n o t e d b e f o r e t h e m a s t e r , t h e journeyman 

and t h e a p p r e n t i c e i n t h e shop are d i s c u s s e d . T h i s 

was the. g r e a t wave o f s p e c u l a t i o n t h a t c a r r i e d t h e 

money o f many a London c i t i z e n w i t h i t . The E l i z a b e t h a n s 

and the J a c o b e a n s h a d h e a r d o f so many w o n d e r s t h a t 

t h e y were r e a d y t o b e l i e v e any f a n t a s t i c s t o r y , and, 

c o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e y w o u l d p u t t h e i r money i n t o a b s u r d 

i n v e n t i o n s o r i n t o new r e c e i p t s f o r t h e p h i l o s o p h e r ' s 

s t o n e . 

Some o f t h e more i n s a n e t h e o r i e s w i l l b e ' o u t l i n e d 

l a t e r . One i l l u s t r a t i o n g i v e n now, wi 11 s e r v e t o show 

t h a t a l m o s t every E l i z a b e t h a n was a t h e a r t a s p e c u l a t o r , 

a b e l i e v e r i n p r o j e c t s . I t w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t t o draw 

a t t e n t i o n t o S i r P o l i t i c - w o u l d - b e ' s p l a n s f o r t h e s t a t e 

o f V e n i c e . 

S i ; r P . W e l l , i f I c o u l d f i n d b u t one man 
One man t o mine own h e a r t , $fc>m I d u r s t t r u s t , 
I w o u l d 
P e r . What, w h a t , S i r ? 
P e r . What, what, S i r ? 

1 H a r r i s o n ' s * D e s c r i p t i o n \ o f EnglandV B o o k '' 11J c ap.18 ,p.295. 
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S i r , P. Make h i m r i c h ; make h i m a f o r t u n e ; 
• • • 
W i t h c e r t a i n p r o j e c t s t h a t I h a v e ; 
W h i c h I may n o t d i s c o v e r . 
• • • • 
One i s , a nd I c a r e n o t g r e a t l y who know, t o s e r v e 
t h e s t a t e 
O f V e n i c e w i t h r e d h e a r r i n g s f o r t h r e e y e a r s . 
• • 

My f i r s t i s 
C o n c e r n i n g t i n d e r b o x e s . 
. •. 
My n e x t i s , how t o i n q u i r e , a n d b e r e s o l v e d , 
B y pr e s e n t d e m o n s t r a t i o n , w h e t h e r a s h i p , 
Be g u i l t y o f t h e p l a g u e . . . . 

1 

1 Vo l p o n e . I V , i , 4 2 - 1 0 4 . 
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I s h a l l t u r n now f r o m t h e m e r c h a n t . a d v e n t u r e r , 

t h e s p e c u l a t o r , t h e money l e n d e r and t h e s m a l l a r i t z a n 

t o t h e c r a f t s m a n who h a d no i n t e r e s t o t h e r t h a n h i s c r a f t . 

He, h i s workmen and h i s s h o p , w i t h i t s g o o d s , a r r a n g e 

ment and l o c a t i o n w i l l b e my n e x t c o n c e r n . 

I t seems f a i r l y c e r t a i n f r o m t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y c h r o n i c l e s a n d p l a y s t h a t e a c h g u i l d 

h a d become c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h " a s c e r t a i n s e c t i o n o f 

L o n d o n . The s h o p s o f t h e l e a t h e r w o r k e r s w e r e o n one 

s t r e e t and t h o s e o f t h e p a s t r y c o o k s w e r e o n a n o t h e r . 

I n t h e e a r l y d a y s o f t h e p e r i o d o f t h i s s u r v e y , f u r t h e r 

m o r e , t h e home;: o f t h e g u i l d s m a n was u s u a l l y p a r t o f h i s 

s h o p . E y r e ' s , 6 a n d i d o ' s a n d Hog's h o u s e s w e r e b u i l t i n 
1 

t h i s f a s h i o n . O t h e r homes w e r e j o i n e d t o t h e i r s h o p s 

by p a s s a g e w a y s . T h i s a r r a n g e m e n t may h a v e e x i s t e d i n 
2-

t h e c a s e o f t h e Gallip-txfes a n d t h e T i l t y a r d s . S t a g e 

d i r e c t i o n s i m p l y t h a t s u c h was t h e c a s e . 

T h e s e b u i l d i n g s were n o t v e r y l a r g e , , w h a t e v e r t h e i r 

t#pe. I t was not u s u a l t o f i n d an e s t a b l i s h m e n t l i k e t h a t 

o f J a c k o f Newbury m e n t i o n e d i n D e l o n e y , I n J a c k ' s 

f a c t o r y f i v e h u n d r e d w o r k e r s \ w e r e e m p l o y e d i n s p e c i a l i z e d 

g r o u p s i n much t h e same manner a s t h e w o r k e r s i n an 
1 1 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , The H o n e s t Whore, The  
Hog H a s L o s t H i s P e a r l . I n s t r u c t i o n s i n p l a y s b e a r o u t 
t h i s s t a t e m e n t , e g . The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 1 1 , i i i , " b e f o r e 
E y r e 1 s h o u s e . " 

2 The R o a r i n g G i r l . 
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a s s e m b l y l i n e . 

B o t h i n t e r i o r s a n d e x t e r i o r s o f a l l t y p e s o f 

s h o p s a r e i l l u s t r a t e d i n t h e p l a y s . E y r e ' s s h o p i n 

The S h o e m a k e r s ' H & i d a y i s p r o b a b l y t h e b e s t known. 

H o w e v e r , o t h e r p l a y s h a v e s e t t i n g s t h a t a r e e q u a l l y 

h e l p f u l . F o r e x a m p l e , many o f t h e s c e n e s i n The H o n e s t  

Whore- t a k e p l a c e i n C a n d i d o ' s s h o p . T h e r e i s a d e s c r i p 

t i o n o f t h e i n t e r i o r o f a m e r c e r ' s i n b o t h G r e e n e ' s 
a 3 

Tu Quoque and M i c h a e l m a s Term and o f t h e e x t e r i o r o f 

a t o b a c c o n i s t ' s , o f a f e a t h e r m e r c h a n t ' s and o f a m e r c e r ' s 
4 

i n The R o a r i n g G i r l . 

F rom s u c h p l a y s we f i n d t h a t i n s i d e t h e b u i l d i n g 

t h e g o o d s w e r e s p r e a d o u t o n t a b l e s much a s t h e y a r e 

t o d a y . C a n d i d o i n T h e H o n e s t Whore t a k e s p i e c e s o f c l o t h 
5 

f r o m t h e t a b l e s a n d d i s p l a y s t h e m, s p e n d a l a n d Long#ielA 
i n G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque s a y t h a t t h e y h a v e o p e n e d a n d 
s p r e a d o u t t e n p i e c e s t o no p u r p o s e i n a n u n p r o f i t a b l e 

6 
s a l e . < 

T h e r e i s l i t t l e d e t a i l .about t h e l i g h t i n g o f t h e 

s t o r e s a n d "the a r r a n g e m e n t o f m a t e r i a l o n t h e t a b l e s . 

T h e l i g h t i n g i n some s h o p s was so p o o r t h a t d i s h o n e s t 

1 The H o n e s t Whore, l , v ; l V , i i i . 

2 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p . p . 1 8 1 . 

3 M i c a a e l m a s Term, 1 1 , i i i , 

4 The R o a r i n g G i r l , l , i , p p . 1 5 4 - 1 6 1 . 

5. The H o n e s t Whore, I V , i i i , p p . 1 6 0 - 1 6 1 . 

6 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p . 1 8 5 . 
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merchants were able to p l a c e i n f e r i o r m a t e r i a l i n 

an inadequate l i g h t t h a t i t might be s o l d without 

f l a w s b e i n g n o t i c e d . I n . c e r t a i n c a s e s the b e s t m a t e r i a l 

was n o t d i s p l a y e d . B o l t s o f i t l a y i n the back shop 

f o r f a v o r i t e customers. Thejourneyman, Roger, f o r example, 

i s i n s t r u c t e d t o b r i n g the f i n e goods from the back o f 
1 

the shop to s a t i s f y Candido's customers. A s i m i l a r 
2 

i n c i d e n t o c c u r s i n Greene's Tu Quoque. 

Sometimes-the goods were d i s p l a yed and s o l d i n t h e 

f r o n t room and manufactured i n one o f the back ones. 

F r e q u e n t l y , however, the craftsmen worked and s o l d i n 
3 

one room as t h e y d i d i n The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y . 1$ 

George Greene a l s o t h e r e shoemakers s i t t i n g a t t h e i r 
\ 

work. The stage d i r e c t i o n s seem to imply that t h e y 
4 

would be i n the f r o n t room o f the shop. S d ' a l s o 

M i s t r e s s Openwork i s sewing i n her shop when her husband 
5 . 

reminds h e r o f a n e g l e c t e d o r d e r . 

From the d e s c r i p t i o n s g i v e n i n the p l a y s i t seems 

t h a t the f r o n t o f the shop f r e q u e n t l y opened o r had 

l a r g e s h u t t e r s t h a t were taken down. Sometimes s t a l l s 

were arranged o u t s i d e . The open f r o n t not o n l y h e l p e d 

to d i s p l a y goods but a l s o made work more p l e a s a n t f o r 

the men i n s i d e than i t would otherwise have been. 

1 The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y . l V , i i , 1 6 1 . 

2 Greene's Tu Quoque, p.183 

3 Op c i t . I l l , i . 

4 George a Greene. 991. 

5 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p. 155. 
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It had yet another use. Goods could he shown by hanging 
them in the openings as w e l l as by spreading them on 
the s t a l l s . Poulterers, for instance,usually hung their 

* 1 
fowl in the open windows. 

Along the length of the street and over the sstalls 
there were many signs that explained the c r a f t s the 
merchants followed. One reference in The Hog Has Host  
His Pearl illustrates this custom. In this play Young 
Wealthy speaks of the picture of Hector in the haber
dasher's shop. 

The streets in front of the buildings had to be 
kept clean and orderly. Eyre commands his appr* entices 

2 
to sweep the kennels as son as the day begins. We 
Should remember that the Elizabethan was-never very careful 
ab6]at the disposal of tiAs garbage, To throw i t out the 
window seemed to him to be a l l that was necessary. 
Therefore, i f the apprentices had not swept away the f i l t h 
of the day before, the young gallants, such as those 

3 
in The Ro aring G i r l , could never have idled up and down 
Cheapside later in their fine clothes and Cordovan boots. 

Early in the morning Cneapside and the d i s t r i c t 
around i t must have been f u l l of activity as the wares 

1 ef. Philaster, Vyyf 36-37. 
2. The Shoemakers' Holiday, 11,iii,1-12. 
3 The Roaring G i r l , pp.153,155. 
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w e r e a r r a n g e d f o r t h e day and t h e r u b b i s h s w e p t i n t o 

t h e c e n t r a l g u t t e r . The s c e n e m i g h t n o t h a v e d i f f e r e d 

v e r y g r e a t l y f r o m t h a t e n c o u n t e r e d i n one o f o u r s m a l l 

t o w n s when m e r c h a n t s a n d s a l e s g i r l s a r r a n g e t h e i r g o o d s 

i n s i d e t h e s h o p s a s d e l i v e r y b o y s sweep t h e s i d e w a l k s . 

I f one w a l k e d t h r o u g h t h e s t r e e t s c e n t e r i n g i n 

C h e a p s i d e a f t e r t h e b u s i n e s s d a y h a d b e g u n ©ne w o u l d have 

b e w p u r s u e d b y t h e c r i e s o f t h e shopmen, u s u a l l y , "What 

l a c k y o u ? " . The e l e m e r t a r y p s y c h o l o g y d i s p l a y e d b y 

s u c h c r i e s was much t h e same a s t h a t u s e d i n s e l l i n g 

w a r e s t o d a y . The t r a d e s m a n and!the a p p r e n t i c e t r i e d to 

f l a t t e r t h e c u s t o m e r ' s p r i d e a n d t o a p p e a l to h i s 

t h r i f t i n e s s a t t h e same t i m e . He t o l d t h e p r o s p e c t i v e 

b u y e r t h a t t h e g o o d s i n h i s shop.'were t h e b e s t a t t h e 

c h e a p e s t r a t e . The " s a t i s f a c t i o n - o r - y o u r - m o n e y - b a c k " 

a p p r o a c h was much f a v o r e d i n ; j e i i z a b e t h ' s t i m e . F o r 

e x a m p l e , i n G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque. L o n g f i e l d i n f o r m s h i s 

c u s t o m e r s t h a t h e i s g i v i n g them a b e t t e r p r i c e t o 
1 

b u y c u s t o m . He h a s a l s o s a i d , " I f y o u f i n d a b e t t e r 
2 

i n t h i s t o w n , I ' l l g i v e y o u m i n e f o r n o t h i n g . " I n t h e 

same v e i n M r s . T i l t y a r d t e l l s h e r b u y e r s t h a t t h e 
3 

f e a t h e r s s h e s e l l s a r e w o r n b y t h e b e s t p e o p l e a n d 

1 G r e e n e ' s T u Quoque, p . 1 8 4 . 

2 I b i d , , p . 1 8 3 , 
3 T h e R o a r i n g G i r l , p . 1 5 4 . 
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C a n d i d o i n s i s t s o n c o m f o r t a b l e t r e a t m e n t f o r h i s 
1 

c u s t o m e r s . "We a r e s e t h e r e t o p l e a s e a l l c u s t o m e r s , " 

he s a y s . 

R e f e r e n c e s t o b u s i n e s s t r a i n i n g o t h e r t h a n t h a t 

c o n n e c t e d d i r e c t l y w i t h t h e p r o c e s s o f b u y i n g o r s e l l i n g 

o r w i t h t h e p r a c t i c e o f ot©V c r a f t a r e e x t r e m e l y r a r e . 

H a r r i s o n h a s no comment t o make o n t h e k e e p i n g o f 

a c c o u n t s . T h e r e f o r e , si c a n c o g e c t u r e o n l y . I t i s 

d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r many o f t h e m e r c h a n t s kenew t h e s y s t e m 

o f d o u b l e e n t r y b o o k k e e p i n g a l t h o u g h i t h a d b e e n i n t r o 

d u c e d i n t o F l o r e n c e l o n g b e f o r e , and J a m e s P e e l e h a d 

w r i t t e n a b o o k o n t h e suTaJsct a s e a r l y a s 1 5 5 3 . S p e n d s ! 

i s a s k e d b y R a s h t o g i v e an i n v e n t o r y and a c c o u n t , b u t 

no more d e t a i l i s g i v e n o f t h e m e t h o d s u s e d i n k e e p i n g 

s u c h r e c o r d s . . E v e n i f we do n o t know how a c c o u n t s w e r e 

k e p t i n t h e m e r c h a n t s ' b o o k s i t i s a m u s i n g t o f i n d t h a t 

Hog v a l u e d h i s so much t h a t h e k e p t them i n a b o x a t 

t h e b o t t o m o f h i s b e d . 

I t i s e q u a l l y d i f f i c u l t t o p r o v e f r o m t h e p l a y s 

t h a t t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s h a d a n y s e t b u s i n e s s h o u r s o r 

h o l i d a y s , a l t h o u g h i t i s known t h a t W o r k was g e n e r a l l y 

g o v e r n e d b y E x c h a n g e t i m e . F o r m o s t c r a f t s m e n t h e day 

r 
b e g a n a t t e n when t h e E x c h a n g e o p e n e d . I n some o f t h e 

1 l2££st Whore, P a r t i ; , l , v , p . l l 2 , ~~ 
2 ' f l o w t f t l s Ilfa»MM9Ti;. I iSffi. i n d e b t e d t o Mr. T. L a r s e n . 
3 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p . 1 8 6 . 
4 Th_§ H o g Has L o s t H i s P e a r l , V, p . 4 8 4 . 
5 g v e r y Man i n H^s Humour, 1 1 1 , i i , 4 2 - 4 5 . 
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p l a y s there are i n d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e s to b e l l s r i n g i n g f o r 

l u n c h . I t i s not c l e a r whether these were church b e l l s 

o r n o t . At any r a t e they seemed to be rung as a s i g n a l 

much as the twelve o ' c l o c k w h i s t l e i s sounded today. 

Longer and more clamorous p e a l s o f b e l l s sometimes 

g r e e t e d g e n e r a l h o l i d a y s . The merchants observed these 

by c l o s i n g t h e i r shope. They c e l e b r a t e d p e r s o n a l good 
1 2 

f o r t u n e i n the same manner. Both Rash" and Simon Ejrre 

c o n s i d e r a day o f f f o r themselves and t h e i r a p p r e n t i c e s 

as a f i t t i n g way to mark t h e i r e l e v a t i o n i n rank. 

Such matters as have been immediately d i s c u s s e d , 

t h a t i s , salesmanship, arrangement o f workers and goods 

i n the shop, and t r a i n i n g i n account keeping were i n the 

shopkeeper's own hands; but t h e r e were s t r i c t r e g u l a t i o n s 

governing both the merchants and l a b o r c o n d i t i o n s i n 

many o t h e r d e t a i l s . Under the Tudors,Industry was, i n 

t h e o r y a t ]e a s t , s t a t e c o n t r o l l e d . Poor workmanship was 

f o r b i d d e n by law. H a r r i s o n has h i s word to say about 

the d i s r e g a r d o f such r e g u l a t i o n s and the consequent 

l o w e r i n g o f the q u a l i t y o f the work produced. 

I n r e t u r n i n g t h e r e f o r e to my matter 
t h i s f urthermore I have to say o f our 
husbandmen and a r t i f i c e r s , that they were 
never so e x c e l l e n t i n t h e i r t r a d e s as at 
t h i s p r e s e n t . But as the workmanship o f the 
l a t t e r was newer, more f i n e and c u r i o u s to 
the eye, also was i t never l e s s s t r o n g and 

1 Greene's Tu Sftieaue. n. 185. 
2 The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y . l l l , i v , 2 0 1 T 2 0 6 . 
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substantial f o r continuance and benefit of 
tne buyers. Neither i s there anything that u r v . < 
hurteth the common sort of our a r t i f i c e r s 
more than haste and barbarous or sl a v i s h 
desire to turn the.penny, andby rid d i n g 
t h e i r work to make speedy utterance of t h e i r 
wares which enforceth them to bungle up 
and dispatch many things they care not how 
so they be out of t h e i r hands, whereby the 
buyer i s often sore defrauded, and findeth 
to h i s cost that haste maketh waste according 
to the proverb. 

1 

1 Harrison's Description of England. 11,v,J>. 135-136 
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I t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o c o n s i d e r t h e e r a f t s m a n i n 

E l i z a b e t h a n l i t e r a t u r e w i t h o u t d i s c u s s i n g h i s a p p r e n t i c e . 

I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e t h e o n e - ^ c o u l d h a v e n o e x i s t e n c e w i t h o u t 

t h e o t h e r . S e c o n d l y , i f 7 I n e g l e c t t h e a p p r e n t i c e i n 

t h e p l a y s a n d t h e r e g u a t i o n s a n d t r a d i t i o n s , g b v e m i n g 

t h e m I s h a l l m i s s o n e o f t h e m o s t i n t e r e s t i n g s e c t i o n s 

t h a t i s c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e c i t i z e n . 

T h e g e n e r a l t e r m s o f t h e s y s t e m o f a p p r e n t i c e s h i p 

a r e k n o w n a n d , i n m a n y w a y s , p a r a l l e l t h e - r e l a t i o n s h i p 

o f k n i g h t a n d s q u i r e . T h e s e w i l l - f e e d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l 

i a t e r . F i r s t , h o w e v e r , i t m a y b e w i s e t o m e n t i o n t h e 

r e a s o n s f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f a p j r e n t i c e s h i p . T h e w i d e l y 

a c c e p t e d i d e a t h a t i t p r o v i d e d a m e a n s o f t r a i n i n g c r a f t s 

m e n i s s o u n d , b u t i t h a d a n o t h e r p u r p o s e , w h i c h ( g a v e i t 

s o m e o f i t s m o s t m a r k e d c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . T h e p r a c t i c e o f 

a p p r r e n t i c e s h i p was o n e w a y o f o v e r c o m i n g t h e h a n d i c a p 

i m p o s e d o n y o u n g e r b r o t h e r s h b y t h e e n t a i l system o f i n h e r i -

t a n c e . 

We c a n u n d e r s t a n d t h i s r e a s o n f o r t h e e x i s t e n c e 

o f a p p r e n t i c e s h i p i f we r e m e m b e r t h a t t h e y o u n g e r s o n 

o f t h e y o u n g e r b r o t h e r h a d - b e e n p r o v e r b i a l l y p o o r n o t 

o n l y i n . E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a b u t i n m e d i e v a l s t o r y . I f 

t h e c h u r c h , t h e a r m y , o r a n e s t a t e c o u l d n o t p r o v i d e 

a m e a n s o f l i v e l i h o o d f o r h i m , e m p l o y m e n t o f s o m e o t h e r 

k i n d h a d 1fco b e f o u n d . T r a d e w a s t h e o n e r e m a i n i n g a l t e r n a 

t i v e . T h e r e f o r e , y o u n g e r s o n s b e c a m e a p p r e n t i c e s . 
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B u t , s i n c e s o n s o f nobDe men c o u l d n o t be p e r m i t t e d 

t o e n t e r any t r a d e t h e y d e s i r e d , a p p r e n t i c e s h i p was 

r e s t r i c t e d , espe c i a l l y i n c e r t a i n g u i l d s t h a t w e r e 

f e l t t o b e more s u i t a b l e t h a n o t h e r s f o r t h y s o n s o f 

g e n t l e m e n . T h e s e r e s t r i c t i o n s t o o k t h e f o r m o f e n t r a n c e 
o 

r e q u i r e m e n t s . C e r t a i n s t a n d a r d s w e r e s e t f o r t h e a p p r e n t i c e . 

T h e s e hacl t o be met b e f o r e he e n t e r e d s e r v i c e . TBhe s o n s 

o f f r e e m e n w e r e a p p r e n t i c e d t o a r t i z a n s a n d t h e s o n s .of 

t h e w e l l t o do t o s h o p k e e p e r s a n d m e r c h a n t s . T h e s e 

l a t t e r w e r e n o t p e r m i t t e d t o t a k e appp e n t i c e s f r o m a a i y 

l o w e r r a n k . 

I t c a n be s e e n how e r r o n e o u s i s t h e i d e a t h a t 

a p p r e n t i c e s were p o o r c h i l d r e n who h a d t o be g i v e n 

an o p p o r t u n i t y t o e a r n a l i v e l i h o o d . N o t u n t i l 1 6 0 0 , 

i f t h e n , v/as t h e r e a n y j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r i d e n t i f y i n g t h e 

p o s i t i o n o f t h e a p p r e n t i c e w i t h t h a t o f the n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y c h i m n e y sweep. I n 1 6 0 0 , i t i s t r u e , t h e g o v e r n 

m ent p a s s e d a l a w t o e n f o r c e t h e a p p r e n t i c e s h i p o f c h i l d r e n 

i n l a r g e p o o r f a m i l i e s ; b u t i t was some t i m e b e f o r e t h i s 

l e g i s l a t i o n t o o k e f f e c t . 

Among the g u i l d s m e n , the n a t u r a l r e s u l t o f s u c h 

r e s t r i c t i o n s was a f e e l i n g o f p r i d e i n n o b l e o r w e l l - t o - d o 

m e m b e r s h i p . C e r t a i n g u i l d s d e l i g h t e d i n c l a i m i n g 
r®yal c r a f t s m e n . E d w a r d 1 1 , f o r : e x a m p l e , o n t h e r e o r g a n 
i z a t i o n o f the g u i l d s that r e s u l t e d i n t h e f o r m i n g o f 

t h e l i v e r y c o m p a n i e s , became a b r o t h e r o f t h e M e r c h a n t 
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T a y l o r s . S i r F r a n c i s D r a k e was a l s o a member o f t h i s 

g u i l d , a n d t h e p o w e r f u l M e r c e r s ' Company i n c l u d e d members 

o f t h e n o b i l i t y . 

The p l a y s make u s e o f t h e c r a f t s ' c o n n e c t i o n w i t h 

r o y a l t y and n o b i l i t y . . I n George^a G r e e n e K i n g E d w a r d 

i s made a member o f t h e " g e n t l e c r a f t " I n 'She F o u r 

P r e n t i c e s o f L o n d o n t h e f o u r p r i n c e s become a p p r e n t i c e s . - 2 

t o a i T m r c e r , a g o l d s m i t h , a h a b e r d a s h e r , and a g r o c e r . 

I n The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , t h e n o b l e m a n , L a c y , d o e s 
3 

n o t s c r u p l e t o l e a r n a s h o e m a k e r ' s t r a d e . I n The  
M i s e r i e s c f r f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e ? I l f o r d s a y s t h a t t h e g e n t l e 
man S c a r b o r r o w ' s y o u n g b r o t h e r s h o u l d h a v e "been a p p r e n t i c e d 

4 

t o t h e t a i l o r s . A l t h o u g h much o f t h e p r i d e f e l t b y t h e 

c r a f t s a n d e x p r e s s e d i n t h e p l a y s m u s t h a v e - b e e n t h e 

o u t g r o w t h o f p u r e f a n c y , t h e r e c o r d s j u s t i f y a c e r t a i n 

t r a d i t i o n o f e x c l u s i v e n e s s . 

The r e s t r i c t i o n s u p o n e n t r y l e d t o a s i m i l a r 

t r a d i t i o n 'among t h e a p p r e n t i c e s . Up t o 1600 many i n 

c e r t a i n g u i l d s : c o u l d , a n d d i d p r i d e t h e m s e l v e s u p o n t h e i r 

g e n t l e b l o o d . A t t i m e s , i n d e e d , t h e a p p r e n t i c e s e r v e d 
a m a s t e r whom he c o n s i d e r e d s o c i a l l y i n f e r i o r . Q u i c k s i l v e r , 

; . ; f/: 
1 .George d G r e e n e , 1 2 1 0 - 1 2 9 0 . 

2 The Four frenttces ^London. I, i . pJj%%. 

Q The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 1 1 , i i , 1 - 2 4 . 

4 The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e , 1 1 1 , p . 5 2 0 . 



1 9 2 

f o r e x a m p l e , r e p l i e s t o t o u c h s t o n e i n t e r m s o f c o n t e m p t 
1 

and s t r e s s e s h i s won n o b l e b i r t h . 

Now t h a t I h a v e c o n s i d e r e d t h e r e a s o n s f o r t h e 

e x i s t e n c e o f a p p r e n t i c e s h i p and t h e e f f e c t o f t h e 

e n t r a n c e r e s t r i c t i o n s I s h a l l t u r n t o t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

and w o r k i n g o f t h e s y s t e m i t s e l f . A p p r e n t i c e s h i p 

h a d s t a r t e d a s f a r b a c k a s t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t 

was e s s e n t i a l l y f e u d a l i n o r i g i n and i t t r i e d t o 

p r o d u c e b o t h g o o d c i t i z e n s a n d g o o d womfemen, j u s t a s 

t h e m e d i e v a l r e g u l a t i o n s o n t h e p r i c e and q u a l i t y o f g o o d s 

t r i e d t o e n c o u r a g e f i n e a n d h o n e s t w o r k . 

B y 1300 a p p r e n t i c e s h i p h a d d e v e l o p e d t o t h e p o i n t 

w h e r e r e c o r d s w e r e k e p t o f t h e number o f a p p r e n t i c e s . 

I n t h e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e c o n t r a c t b e t w e e n t h e m a s t e r 

a n d h i s a p p r e n t i c e h a d t o be r e c o r d e d . W o r k i n g h o u r s e w e r e 

r e g u l a t e d i n t h i s c o n t r a c t a n d i t was s t i p u l a t e d t h a t t h e 

a p p r e n t i c e h a d t o r e m a i n s i n g l e t h r o u g o u t h i s s e r v i c e and 

b e a t l e a s t t w e n t y - f a « t E when i t was c o m p l e t e d " . 

A p p r e n t i c e s h i p h a d a s s u m e d a v e r y d e f i n i t e f o r m 

£or e a c h o f t h e g u i l d s b y t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I f t h e 

a p p r e n t i c e c o u l d s a t i s f y t h e q u a l i f i c a t i o n s s e t f o r e n t r a n c e 

he u s u a l l y t o o k s e v e n y e a r s t o l e a r n h i s c r a f t . The ?:• c t h 

l e n g t h o f t h e t e r m , h o w e v e r , v a r i e d w i t h t h e c r a f t . 

S o m e t i m e s * l o n g e r andmore d i f f i c u l t a p p r e n t i c e s h i p t h a n 

u s u a l was r e q u i r e d , as i n t h e g o l d s m i t h s ' g u i l d . 

1 E a s t w a r d Ho, 1 , 1 , 3 0 - 4 0 , 1 3 5 - 1 4 0 . 
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At the end of h i s term the apprentice became a 

journeyman and either worked for an independent small 

master or set up shop f o r himself. He could own h i s own 

shop before he produced h i s masterpiece and, thus, before 

he was o f i c i a l l y e n t i t l e d to be c a l l e d a mastercraftsman. 

As we have seen previously, however, i n the l a t e r years 

of the sixteenth century i t became increasingly d i f f i c u l t 

f o r the journeyman to become a master and f o r a small 

master to work f o r himself or to become important i n the 
1 

governing of the g u i l d . R e s t r i c t i o n s were imposed that 

turned the guilds into powerful monopolies controlled 

by a few wealthy members who preferred the smaller 

masters to remain dependent upon them. Consequently, 

at the end of our period many craftsmen must have tfelt 

that the years spent as apprentices and journeyman were 

wasted. 

During the greater papt of the sixteenth century, 

however, the syfetem of apprenticeship continued to be 

s a t i s f a c t o r y . !Ebe apprentice received as orderly and 

as competent a t r a i n i n g as could be provided i n h i s time. 

His education,, h i s manners, and h i s c r a f t t r a i n i n g were 

well supervised f o r , during the time of service, the 

master was ,<re sponsible f o r h i s clo t h i n g food, lodging, 

d i s c i p l i n e , and education. 
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The young men had. to wear p r e s c r i b e d uniforms, 

b l u e gowns i n w i n t e r , b l u e c o a t s down to the c a l v e s 

i n summer, f l a t c l o t h caps, s h i n i n g shoes, and p l a i n 

s t o c k i n g s . No s i l k was to be worn and no weapons c a r r i e d 

but a pocket k n i f e . I n many o f the p l a y s , the master 

complains t h a t the a p p r e n t i c e i s n o t wearing h i s r e g u l a t i o n 
1 

c l o t h i n g . One can h a r d l y blame the yjaath f o r n o t doing so, 

e s p e c i a l l y from 1600 onwards when the f l a t cap o f the 
2 

c i t i z e n became the b u t t o f never ending r i d i c u l e . Many 

o f the a p p r e n t i c e s must have r e b e l l e d a g a i n s t the standar

d i z e d c l o t h i n g a s d i d QuicksiHv e r . He wore a hat, pumps, 

sh o r t sword, dagger, and c a r r i e d a t e n n i s r a c k e t under-
3 

neath h i s c l o a k . 

As the master had to see t h a t the apF e n t i c e c o u l d 

r e a d and w r i t e and behave l i k e a gentleman, he had to 

a l l o w the j o u t h t o be educated w i t h the members o f h i s 

f a m i l y and to eat at h i s t a b l e . But, i n r e t u r n , the 

master c o u l d e n f o r c e household r u l e s on the a p p r e n t i c e . 

He c o u l d d i s c i p l i n e him as he c o u l d h i s <m®. c h i l d r e n . 

He was p e r m i t t e d to beat the young man. The smith's 

a p p r e n t i c e i n The Looking G l a s s f o r London q u e s t i o n s 

t h i s r i g h t . He wishes to know why i t i s not p e r m i s s i b l e 
4 

f o r the servant to beat h i s master. 

1 c f . Eastward Ho. l . i . 

2 c f . I b i d . , 1,1,135-140. 
3 I b i d . ,1,1»stage d i r e c t i o n s . 
4 The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r London, 1470> -1490. 
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The r e s t r i c t i o n s o n t h e l i f e o f t h e a p p r e n t i c e 

e x t e n d e d b e y o n d r u l e s g o v e r n i n g h i s c l o t h i n g a nd h i s 

b e h a v i o u r i n h i s m a s t e r ' s h o u s e . H i s e n t e r t a i n m e n t was 

s t r i c t l y r e g u l a t e d , i n t h e o r y , i f n o t i n f a c t . He was 

n o t s u p p o s e d t o f r e q u e n t t a v e r n s o r p l a y a t d i c e . B u t 

a c c o r d i n g t o t h e p l a y s he was more o f t e n f o u n d r o i s t e r i n g 

i n t a v e r n s t h a n l e a r n i n g h i s t r a d e i n t h e s h o p . Q u i c k s i l v e r 

d i c e d w i t h g a l l a n t s i n t h e t a v e r n u n t i l h i s money was 
1 

g o n e . S p e n d a l , a l t h o u g h he h a d b e e n t a u g h t c a r e f u l 

h a b i t s d u r i n g h i s a p p r e n t i c e s h i p , l o s t h i s s h o p t n h o u g h 

g a m b l i n g a s s o o n a s h e was b e y o n d t h e r e a c h o f a m a s t e r ' s 
2 

d i s c i p l i n e . 

S o m e t i m e s a p p r e n t i c e s f o u n d r u l e s a n d r e s t r i c t i o n s 

u n b e a r a b l e and r a n away. I f t h e y d i d so t h e y w e r e t r e a t e d 

a s r u n a w a y s l a v e s . I n o t h e r c a s e s when m u t u a l d i s l i k e 

made t h e a p p r e n t i c e - m a s t e r r e l a t i o n s h i p i n t o l e r a b l e f o r 

b o t h , i n d e n t u r e s were b r o k e n b y a g r e e m e n t . V e n t u r e w e l l 

and J a s p e r i n The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r r v t n g P e s t l e t e r m i n a t e d 
3 

t h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n i n t h i s f a s h i o n . 

N o t many i n d e n t u r e s w e r e b r o k e n , h o w e v e r , f o r a 

c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p u s u a l l y e x i s t e d among t h e m a s t e r , 

a p p r e n t i c e s and j o u r n e y m e n . T h e r e i s e v i d e n c e o f t h i s 

b o n d i n t h e p l a y s . The f r i e n d s h i p b e t w e e n E y r e a n d h i s 

1 E a s t w a r d Ho, I V , i , 1 5 9 - 1 7 0 . 
2 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p . 2 8 9 . 

3 The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e , l , i , l - 4 1 . 
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workmen l e a d s h i m t o o r d e r Dame M a r g e r y n o t t o i n t e r f e r e 
1 

w i t h t h e m. S i m i l a r l y , i n Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , t h e 

workmen t a k e i t u p o n t h e m s e l v e s t o t e l l y o u n g C r o m w e l l 

t h a t he i s w a s t i n g h i s t i m e i n s t u d y and t h a t he w o u l d 

be b e t t e r e m p l o y e d i n l e a r n i n g a t r a d e . They f e e l t h a t 

t h e i r m a s t e r ' s i n t e r e s t s a r e t h e i r own and t h e y do n o t 
2 

w a n t t o s e e t h e s o n g r o w i n t o a b o o k i s h d r e a m e r . I n d e e d , 

t h e f a i t h f u l H o d g e's f e e l i n g o f r e s p o n s i b i l i t y l e a d s h i m 

t o f o l l o w yaa n g C r o m w e l l t o t h e c o n t i n e n t and t o s h a r e 
% 

h i s h a r d s h i p s a s an e q u a l , and t h e j o u r n e y m e n o f C a n d i d o 
r e s e n t e v e n more t h a n he d o es t h e t r i c k s h i s w i f e p l a y s 

4 

u p o n h i m . S o m e t i m e s m a s t e r and men were j o i n e d i n 

v i l l a n y . Quomodo's p l a n s c o u l d n o t h a v e b e e n c a r r i e d c o u t 

w i t h o u t t h e c l o s e c o - o p e r a t i o n o f S h o r t y a r d and F a l s e l i g h t . 

Thud, i # may TOBP spcn £hat o f t e n t h e m a s t e r and h i m 

workmen seemed t o h a v e i d e n t i c a l i n t e r e s t s w h e t h e r g o o d 

o r e v i l . 

The w e l f a r e o f t h e a p p r e n t i c e w a s n o t l e f t s o l e l y 

t o t h e f roe n d s h i p a n d g o o d n a t u r e o f h i s m a s t e r o r t o 

t h e c o - o p e r a t i o n e x i s t i n g i n t h e s h o p . The S t a t u t e o f 

A r t i f i c e r s i n 1563 was a g e n e r a l a c t r e g u l a t i n g t h e 

1 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 1 1 1 , i , 8 0 - 9 5 . 

2 T h o m a s , L o r d C r o m w e l l , 1, i i , . p . 3 5 1 . ' 

3 I b i d . , l l , l i , p . 3 5 5 . 

4 The H o n e s t Whore, P a r t 1," l l l , i , 

5 M i c h a e l m a s Term, 'Li., 8 5 - 1 1 2 . 
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c r a f t s and a t t e m p t i n g t o d e a l w i t h t h e p r o b l e m c a u s e d 

b y r u n a w a y a p p r e n t i c e s and l a n d l e s s men. E a r l i e r , i n 

1 5 2 3 , an a c t h a d b e e n p a s s e d r e q u i r i n g t h a t t h e a p p r e n t i c e s 

s h o u l d be E n g l i s h b o r n a n d t h a t t w o f o r e i g n ^yorajmeymen 

o n l y c o u l d be e m p l o y e d . When one r emembers t h a t a s t r o n g 

f e e l i n g a g a i n s t f o r e i g n workmen m u s t h a v e p r o m p t e d t h i s 

a c t , i t seems s t r a n g e t h a t L a c y i n h i s d i s g u i s e a s H a n s 

s h o u l d h a v e b e e n d e p i c t e d a s r e a c e i v i n g a warm welcome 
1 

f r o m b o t h E y e and h i s j o u r n e y m e n . 

A l t h o u g h much" i n f o r m a t i o n may be o b t a i n e d f r o m t h e 

b o o k s and p l a y s o f t h e p e r i o d o n t h e t r a i n i n g , c l o t h i n g , 

e d u c a t i o n o f t h e a p p r e n t i c e , t h e r e i s an a n n o y i n g l a c k 

o f exammples t h a t show how t h e a p p r e n t i c e f o u n d e m p l o y 

ment o n c e h i s i t e r m was f i n i s h e d . I t h a s b e e n s a i d t h a t 

t h e j o u r n e y m a n c o u l d s e t up h i s own s h o p b u t fcfois s t a t e m e n t 

d o e s n o t a c c o u n t f o r t h o s e who c o u l d n o t a f f o r d t o do s o , 

a l t h o u g h i t was n e c e s s a r y f o r a l l o f t h e m t o o b t a i n w o r k . 

A g l a n c e a t t h e l e g i s l a t i o n o f t h e p e r i o d t e l l s u s t h a t 

i t was n o t a l w a y s e a s y t o f i n d s o m e t h i n g t o d o . I n t h e 

P o o r L a w s t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e o f much u n e m p l o y m e n t . I n 

tfact, t h e many r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e e v i l s o f p e a c e may b e 

r e g a r d e d a s c o m i n g i n p a r t f r o m t h e f e e l i n g t h a t w a r w o u l d 

r e d u c e t h e n u mbers o f l a n d l e s s and &nemp\loyed men. 

1 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y . 1 1 . i i i . 1 0 0 - 1 4 0 . "~ 



108 

T h e r e a r e , h o w e v e r , a f e w d e t a i l s i m c t h e p l a y s , 

J a n e s I V , l i k e P h i l a s t e r , a p l a y w i t h a c o u r t l y a t m o s p h e r e , 

a n d , t h e r e f o r e , o ne t h a t m i g h t e a s i l y h e o v e r l o o k e d , h a s 

a r e f e r e n c e t o t h e s e a r c h f o r e m p l o y m e n t . S l i p p e r , A n drew, 
1 

and Nano make o u t b i l l s o f a d v e r t i s e m e n t f o r p o s i t i o n s . 

S i m i l a r l y , Hodge and C r o m w e l l , i n a n o t h e r p l a y , w r i t e 
2 

up b i l l s t h a t s a y t h e y a r e r e a d y t o t a k e . w o r k . T h e s e 

b i l l s s e r v e d t h e same p u r p o s e a s t h e a d v e r t i s e m e n t i n 

o u r d a i l y p a p e r . T h e y m i g h t b e t a c k e d u p i n a p r o m i n e n t 

p l a c e o r t h e y m i g h t p o s s i b l y b e fonmd i n c o r p o r a t e d i n 

t h e p a m p h l e t s o f t h e t i m e . I n The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 

L a c y o b t a i n s w o r k b y w a l k i n g i n f r o n t o f t h e s h o p . I v v ' . u 

E v e n t u a l l y , E y r e s e n d s a workman t o a k s h i m i f t h e D u t c h m a n 

w a n t s e m p l o y m e n t . P e r h a p s , i n many c a s e s e mployment was 

f o u n d i n t h i s f a s h i o n , o r i t m i g h t h a v e b e e n t h e p r a c t i c e 

o f many m a s t e r s t o r e t a i n t h e men t h e y h a d t r a i n e d . 

L i f e f o r t h e a p p r e n t i c e was n o t a l l t r a i l i n g o r 

£ a r n i n g t o r e a d o r w r i t e , o r w o r r y i n g a b o u t t h e p r o b l e m 

o f f i n d i n g employment some t i m e i n t h e f u t u r e . He, a s 

w e l l a s h i s m a s t e r , h a d h o l i d a y s , some s t a t u t o r y , some 

t r a d i t i o n a l , some b o t h . On t h e s e d a y s i t seems o n l y 

t o o e v i d e n t t h a t h e f o r g o t as many r e s t r i c t i o n s a s he 

c o u l d . He made s u c h u s e o f h i s l i b e r t y , i n f a e t , t h c t 

1 J a m e s I V , I V , i i i , 1 7 4 5 - 1 8 2 0 . 

2 Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , 1 1 1 , i , ^ , 3 5 7 . 
3 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 1 1 , i i i , 9 0 - 1 0 0 . 
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h i s h o l i d a y s were dreaded by the l a w - a b i d i n g i n h a b i t a n t s 

o f London. Fo r example, H i p p o l i t o ' s servant i n The Honest 

Whore laments the f a c t the g e n t l e c r a f t had every Monday 
1 

o f f . Not o n l y the l a w - a b i d i n g f e a r e d the r i o t i n g a p p r e n t i c e s 

Sometimes t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s were turne d a g a i n s t the c r i m i n a l 

o i near c r i m i n a l c l a s s e s i n the c i t y . On Shrove Tuesday 

i t was t h e i r t r a d i t i o n a l p r i v i l e g e t o p u l l down the bawds' 

houses along Southwark. I n the 111 May Day B i o t s o f 1517 

the a p p r e n t i c e s c e l e b r a t i o n s t u r n e d to anarchy. 

On almost any day f o r h i g h o r low a l i k e , f o r honest 

c i t i z e n o r rogue, the a p p r e n t i c e s ' c r y o f * c l u b s ' meant 

c o n f u s i o n i n the c i t y and a temporary h o l i d a y f o r the 

a p p r e n t i c e . T h i s was-tfiie c a l l r a i s e d ©hen the a p p r e n t i c e s 

o r t h e i r f r i e n d s were i n d i f f i c u l t y , a n d whenever i t echoed 

through the London s t r e e t s they l e f t t h e i r work and rushed 

to g i v e g i d . At such a time there was l i t t l e t h a t the 

i l l - o r g a n i z e d p o l i c e f o r c e c o u l d do to q u e l l the r i o t e r s . 

There are c o u n t l e s s r e f e r e n c e s to the a p p r e n t i c e s ' 

h o l i d a y s and to t h e i r c r i e s o f 'clubs* i n the drama o f 

the time. Only a few examples are needed to i l l u s t r a t e . 

The ne ' er do w e l l i n The Hog Has £ L o s t H i s P e a r l t h r e atens 

the p l a y e r w i t h a p p r e n t i c e s i f the l a t t e r w i l l not g i v e 
2 

him enough money f o r h i s j i g . 

1 The Honest Whore, P a r t 1, IV, i . p.150. 
2 The Hog-Has L o s t H i s P e a r l , I ,p.436. 
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S h r o v e T u e s d a y i s a t h a n d , and I 
h a v e some a c q u a i n t a n c e w i t h b r i c k l a y e r s a 
and p l a i s t e r e r s . 

In t h e c o u r t l y comedy*. P h i l a s t e r , t h e a p p r e n t i c e s , 

w i t h t h e c i t i z e n s , a r e t o p l a c e P h i l a s t e r o n t h e t h r o n e . 

I n t h e K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e t h e r e i s a c o n s t a n t 

t h r e a t on t h e p a r t o f t h e c i t i z e n t o ' c r y c l u b s ' so t h a t 

he a n d h i s a p p r e n t i c e s may r e s c u e R a l p h f r o m a n y d a n g e r 
2 

i n t o w h i c h h e may f a l l as a k n i g h t e r r a n t . 

R i o t i n g s u c h as t h e s e s c e n e s i m p l y d i d n o t t a k e 

p i a c e i n t h e t o w n o n l y ; a s p e e c h i n The M e r r y D e v i l 

o f E d m o n t o n shows t h a t t a ' l u s t y a p p r e n t i c e s ' a s w e l l 
a s t h e i r m a s t e r s w e n t o u t i n t o t h e c o u n t r y o n t h e i r 

3 

h o l i d a y s , 

. B e f o r e t h e c i t i z e n a n d h i s a p p r e n t i c e a r e d i s m i s s e d 

t h e p a r t t h a t women p l a y e d a s a p p r e n t i c e s o r as h e l p e r s 

i n t h e shop s h o u l d be s k e t c h e d . The c o n v e n t i o n a l p i c t u r e 

o f t h e m e r c h a n t s ' w i v e s w i l l be d e s c r i b e d l a t e r , b u t 

a t p r e s e n t i t w i l l p e r h a p s b e s u f f i c i e n t t o point o u t 

t h a t women w e r e v e r y o f t e n a c t i v e l y e n g a g e d i n t r a d e . 

T h ey w e r e f r e q u e n t l y a p p r e n t i c e d , n o t o h l y d a ; E l i z a b e t h ? * 

t i m e b u t e a r l i e r . There a r e r e c o r d s o f women a p p r e n t i c e s 

i n t h e t h i r t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I n C h a u c e r ' s t i m e women, 

s u c h as t h e W i f e o f B a t h , h a d b e e n a p p r e n t i c e d . I n 

~~~1 P h i l a s t e r , V, - i v , 1-24. 
2 The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e , 1 1 , i , 1 4 - 1 7 . 
3 The M e r r y D e v i l o f E d m o n t o n , p. 2 2 4 . 
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o u r p l a y s b o t h J a n e i n The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y and 

M i s t r e s s Openwork jriiThe R o a r i n g G i r l h a d s e r v e d t h e i r 

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p - . The E l i z a b e t h a n woman i n t r a d e m i g h t 

e a s i l y be a s i m p o r t a n t a s t h e m a s t e r h i m s e l f , e s p e c i a l l y 

i f she w e r e m a r r i e d t o a m a s t e r . She c o u l d t a k e c a r e o f jbhe 
1 

b u s i n e s s d u r i n g h i s a b s e n c e a s d i d V i o l a o r ' M a r g e r y , o r 

she m i g h t s h a r e h i s r e s p n s i b i l i t i e s , s h o w i n g g o o d s and 

w o r k i n g a t h e r c r a f t a s d i d M r s . T i l t y a r d a nd M r s . O penwork. 

1 c f . The Shoiemakers' H o l i d a y , l l l , l v , 1-20. 

2 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p p . 1 5 0 - 1 5 5 , 
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1 

The P o s i t i o n o f Women 

I n t h i s c h a p t e r I s h a l l c o n s i d e r t h e women who 

appear i n t h e p l a y s t h a t d e a l w i t h t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n . 

T h e r e i s an i n t e r e s t i n g v a r i e t y o f t e m p e r a m e n t a n d o f 

o c c u p a t i o n among them s i n c e t h e y r a n g e f r o m t h r i f t y 

Dame M a r g e r y a n d b l u n t M o l l C u t p u r s e t o t h e f o o l i s h 

G e r t r u d e o f E a s t w a r d Ho and t h e c o u r t e z a n B e l l a f r o n t o f 

The H o n e s t Whore. 

B e f o r e I t u r n t o t h e p l a y s t h e m s e l v e s , I s h a l l 

a g a i n d i s c u s s t h e o u t l o o k o f t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n . I n e e d 

t o know w h a t p o s i t i o n he t h o u g h t a woman s h o u l d f i l l a n d 
1 F o r t h e b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s 

c h a p t e r I am i n d e b t e d t o : 

Camp, C.W., The A r t i z a n - i n E l i z a b e t h a n L i t e r a t u r e . 

C l a r k , A l i c e , The W o r k i n g L i f e o f Women i n t h e S e v e n t e e n t h  
C e n t u r y . 

J u d g e s , A.V., T h e E l i z a b e t h a n U n d e r w o r l d . 

K n i g h t s , L C . , g r a n a and S o c i e t y i n t h e Age o f J o n s o n 

O n i o n s , C.T.,M-,, Shake s p e a r e ' s E n g l and. 

P o w e l l , C . L . , E n g l i s h D o m e s t i c R e l a t i o n s . 
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how he e x p e c t e d , h e r t o b e h a v e . On t h e w h o l e , h e r e g a r d e d 

h e r a s u n s t a b l e , i n f e r i o r , i m m o r a l , a n d e x t r a v a g a n t . 

H i s j u d g e m e n t i n t h i s m a t t e r , a s i n o t h e r s , was f o r m e d ^ 

p a r t l y f r o m t r a d i t i o n a n & p a r t l y f r o m h i s own e x p e r i e n c e . 

The c i t i z e n h a d a l l t h e w e i g h t o f m e d i e v a l t e a c h i n g 

b e h i n d h i m when he s a i d t h a t t h e woman s h o u l d be s u b 

s e r v i e n t t o t h e man and t h a t s h e was e s p e c i a l l y p r o n g 

t o e v i l . He b e l i e v e d , a s M s g r e a t g r a n d f a t h e r s h a d d o n e , 

t h a t God h a d o r d a i n e d t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t h e 

s e x e s s h o u l d be t h a t o f m a s t e r a n d s e r v a n t ; a n d he p o i n t e d 

t o t h e B i b l e a n i l t o t h e s t o r y , o f t h e c r e a t i o n o f i E v e a n d 

t h e f a l l o f Adein f o r h i s p r o o f . He s a i d , l o g i c a l l y e n o u g h , 

t h a t i f t h e ftlmighty h a d i n t e n d e d t h e f i r s t woman t o b e 

t h e e q u a l o f Adam he would h a v e c r e a t e d h e r f r o m a bone 
-2 

o f t h e man's h e a d r a t h e r t h a n f r o m one o f h i s r i b s . He 

a d d e d t h a t one c o u l d n o t e x p e c t a n y woman t o b e t r u s t 

w o r t h y '"when s i n came i n t o t h e w o r l d t h r o u g h E v e ' s 

f r a i l t y . 
1 I h a v e t r i e d t o u s e t h e same a p p r o a c h a s t h a t f o u n d 

i n t h e c h a p t e r o n i d e a l s . I c o u l d h a v e r e p e a t e d h e r e much 
t h a t I h a v e a l r e a d y s a i d a b o u t m e d i e v a l a n d c o n t e m p o r a r y 

i n f l u e n c e s o n t h e c i t i z e n . 

2 T h i s was t h e o p i n i o n o f t h e c h u r c h f a t h e r s a n d o f E l i z a 
b e t h a n s who t h o u g h t a s t h e y d i d . S T i P a u l ' s E p i s t l e t o T i m o t h y * 
" B u t 1 s u f f e r n o t a woman t o t e a c h , n o r t o u s u r p t h e a u t h o r i t y 
o v e r t h e man, b u t t o b e i n s i l e n c e , " was t h e t$pe o f a d v i c e 
g i v e n i n many c o n d u c t b o o k s . H o w e v e r , RC in'IThe G o d l y F o r m s  
o f H o u s e h o l d G o v e r n m e n t . 1 5 9 8 , u s e s t h e e x a m p l e g i v e n h e r e 
t o p r o v e t h a t t h e woman was t h e e q u a l o f t h e man. "Woman was 
n o t o u t o f man's f o o t n o r o u t o f h i s h e a d , b u t o u t o f h i s 
s i d e , t h e r e f o r e , n o t t o be c o r d e d down...but w a l k j o i n t l y . " 
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A s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e s e b e l i e f s t h e s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y man f e l t t h a t he was e n t i t l e d , t o l e g a l a n d 
1 

s p i r i t u a l s u p e r i o r i t y o v e r h i s w i f e . He t h o u g h t t h a t he 

s h o u l d b e a b l e t o b e a t h e r o r l o c k h e r u p w i t h a t o t a l 
"•2 

d i s r e g a r d f o r h e r w i s h e s , i f h e f o u n d s u c h a c t i o n ie c e s s a r y . 
3 

C o r v i n o ' s t r e a t m e n t o f h i s w i f e i n VolTDone a n d S c a r b o r r o w ' s 

o f C a t h e r i n e i n The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e r e f l e c t 

t h i s a t t i t u d e and a r e n o t tio b e r a g a r d e d as s i n g u l a r . 

F u r t h e r m o r e , s i n c e man t h o u g h t woman e x t i e m e l y s u s c e p t i b l e 

t o e v i l h e c o n s i d e r e d t h a t i t was h i s d u t y t o g u a r d h e r 

f r o m t e m p t a t i o n a n d t o u r g e h e r c o n s t a n t l y n o t t o succumb 

t o i t when she met i t . 

I n o u r p l a y s l e t c h e r y s eems t o be t h e s i n i n t o w h i c h 

women a r e l e d m o s t f r e q u e n t l y b y t h e i r m o r a l f r a i l i t y . 

W i v e s , s i s t e r s , c o u s i n s , e v e n m o t h e r s h a v e t o be w a r n e d 

a g a i n s t i t . G o r v i n o ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o b a r h i s w i f e ' s w i n d o w s 
1 Many o f t h e t r e a t i s e s w r i t t e n d u r i n g t h e M i d d l e A g e s 

attempt t o p r o v e t h a t ftdam was n o t t o b l a m e f o r t h e f a l l , 
c f . P o w e l l , E n g l i s h D o m e s t i c R e l a t i o n s , 
c f . W i l l i a m S m a l l s h a n k s s p e e c h e s t o t h e Widow T a f f e t a : ! i 
jmRam A l l e y . He c a l l s h e r " a p a r c e l o f man's f l e s h " a n d 
a d d s " t h a t women and h o n e s t y a r e a s w e l l a l l i e d a s p a r s o n ' s 
l i e s t o t h e i r d o c t r i n e s " . 

2 W i f e b e a t i n g was w e l l w i t h i n t h e l a w i f l i E l i z a b e t h ' s d a y . 

3 Vo l p o n e , 1 1 , v . 

4 The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e , I V , p p . 5 6 0 - 5 6 1 . 
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t h a t she m i g h t n o t h a v e t h e p p p o r t u n i t y t o y i e l d t o t h e 

a p p l i c a t i o n s o f p a s s e r s b y i l l u s t r a t e s t h i s c e a i c e p t i o n o f 

woman a s p a r t i c u l a r l y r e a d y t o f a l l i n t o t h e t e m p t a t i o n s 
1 

o f s e x . 

On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e c i t i z e n s o m e t i m e s p r a i s e d women 

who w e r e u n u s u a l l y c h a s t e a n d c o n t i n e n t ! . A g a i n , h o w e v e r , 

he was m e r e l y r e p e a t i n g a t r a d i t i o n a l o p i n i o n . M e d i e v a l 

man h a d a l w a y s a p p r o v e d o f c h a s t i t y . He h a d w o r s h i p p e d t h e 

V i r g i n M a r y a nd h a d b e e n i m p r e s s e d b y t h e c h u r c h ' s r e p e a t e d 

c o m m e n d a t i o n o f t h e c e l i b a t e s t a t e . I t i s w o r t h n o t i n g 

t h a t t h i s e m p h a p t s o n v i r g i n i t y r a i s e d t h e p o s i t i o n o f 

women who became h u n s , b u t l o w e r e d t h a t o f t h e g r e a t 
2 

m a j o r i t y who w e r e w i v e s a n d m o t h e r s . I t i m p l i e d t h a t 

t h e m a r r i e d man o r woman h a d o n l y c h o s e n t h e l e s s e r o f two 
3 

e v i l s . S a i n t P a u l h a d s a i d t h a t i t was b e t t e r t o m a r r y 

t h a n t o b u m b u t b o t h h e and many o f t h e c h u r c h f a t h e r s 

t a u g h t t h a t i t was b e s t t o r e n o u n c e a l l t h e t e m p t a t i o n s 

o f t h e f l e s h a n d t o l i v e i n c h a s t i t y , l e s h a l l k e e p 

t h e s e w o r d s i n m i n d when I come t o t h e d i s c u s s i o n o f 

t h e c i t i z e n s ' w i d o w s . 

The E l i z a b e t h a n i n h e r i t a n c e o f m e d i e v a l o p i n i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g women e x p l a i n s why c e r t a i n s c e n e s a n d s i t u a t i o n s 

t h a t we f i n d u n b e a r a b l j y d u l l , o r e v e n p a t h e t i c , w e r e v e r y 

1 V o l p o n e , 11,v,47-72. 
2 c f . P o w e l l ' s d i s c u s s i o n i n E n g l i s h D o m e s t i c R e l a t i o n s , 

3 c f . M i l t o n ' s D i v o r c e g a m p h l e t s . H i s v i e w s o n na r r i g g e 
a r e f a r i n a d v a n c e o f h i s a g e . 
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a m u s i n g t o t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y a u d i e n c e . I r e f e r , o f 

c o u r s e , t o t h o s e s c e n e s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e c u c k o l d i n g o r t h e 

b r o w b e a t i n g o f t h e h u s b a n d b y t h e w i f e . A g r e a t many o f 

t h e s e o c c u r i n t h e m i d d l e c l a s s p l a y s . M o s t o f u s know 

t h a t we f i n d t h e r e v e r s a l 6£ u s u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s h u m o r o u s 

i f t h e S i t u a t i o n i s n o t t r e a t e d w i t h t o o much i n t e n s i t y . 

I n , a s i m i l a r f a s h i o n , t h e E l i z a b e t h a n was amused when h e 

saw t h e man.who s h o u l d h a v e h a d c o m p l e t e c o n t r o l o v e r 

h i s w i f e r e d u c e d t o a s u b s e r v i e n t p o s i t i o n b y t h e n a t u r a l l y 

i n f e r i o r woman. T h u s , t h e p a t i e n t C a n d i d o o f The H o n e s t 

Whore, who o b e d i e n t l y s u b j e c t s h i m s e l f t o h i s w i f e ' s 
1 

w h i m s , a nd t h e s e n t e n t i o u s P r a t e o f The Dumb K n i g h t 

who i s c u c k o l d e d b y h i s w i f e L o l l i a , d e s e r v e t h e e p i t h e t , 

" f o o l i s h " , b e c a u s e t h e y a r e a l l o w i n g t h e o r d e r o f n a t u r e 
2 

t o b e r e v e r s e d . T h e i r p o s i t i & m s ^ a r e r i d i c u l o u s , n o t 
3 

p a t h e t i c . 

T h e E l i z a b e t h a n w a s h a r d l y more c o m p l i m e n t a r y t o 

women when he was i n f l u e n c e d b y c o n t e m p o r a r y c o n d i t i o n s 

t h a n when he w a s s u p p o r t e d b y m e d i e v a l t r a d i t i o n s . He 

c o n t i n u e d t o r e g a r d h e r a s i n f e r i o r a n d u n r e l i a b l e , d e s p i t e 

t h e f a c t t h a t t h e R e n a i s s a n c e a n d t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , c o u p l e d 

w i t h t h e g r o w t h o f commerce, h a d b e t t e r e d h e r m a t e r i a l 
1 The H o n e s t Whore, P a r t 1, 1 , i i , p p l 0 0 - 1 0 1 ; 1 $ , v . p p . 1 1 2 - 1 1 4 . 

I , i v , p . l 0 7 . 

2 The Dumb K n i g h t , - 1 1 1 , i , p p . 1 6 4 - 1 6 6 . 

3 c f . The Woman K i l l e d w i t h K i n d n e s s 
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1 

c o n d i t i o n . The c i t i z e n t h o u g h t t h a t t h e s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y h a d o n l y g i v e n woman new o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r 

e v i l . He s a i d t h a t l o v e o f money and p r i d e w e r e now-

add e d t o h e r s i n s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , h e condemned h e r 

d e s i r e s ' f o r f i n e c l o t h e s and f o r m a r r i a g e w i t h t h e n o b i 

l i t y . m o r e o f t e n t h a n h e p r a i s e d h e r t h r i f t y h o u s e k e e p i n g . 

The e s t a b l i s h e d c o n c e p t i o f woman's g r e a t miPEil f r a i l i t y 

was e v i d e n t l y so f i x e d i n h i s m i n d t h a t a f a v o r a b l e 

R e v i s i o n o f o p i n i o n c o n c e r n i n g h e r was h a r d l y p o s s i b l e . 

I s h a l l now d i s c u s s t h e c i t i z e n s ' o p i n i o n s a s t h e y 

a r e r e f l e c t e d i n t h e d r a m a a n d s h a l l t u r n f i r s t t o t h e 

m e r c h a n t s ' w i v e s s i n c e t h e y f o r m t h e l a r g e s t g r o u p 

o f women i n t h e p l a y s t h a t d e a l w i t h t h e l i f e o f t h e 

m i d d l e c l a s s . . 

L 4 t u s l o o k f i r s t a t t h e p l e a s a n t , u s e f u l , a n d h o n o r 

a b l e m e r c h a n t s * w i v e s b e f o r e we a l l o w o u r s e l v e s t o be 

o v e r w h e l m e d b y a d v e r s e c r i t i c i s m . I t i s n o t d i f f i c u l t 

t o s e e t h a t a . c a p a b l e w i f e w o u l d be a g r e a t a s s e t t o a n y 

c i t i z e n , w h e t h e r he b e c l o t h i e r , m e r c e r , o r g o l d s m i t h . 

One s u c h a s V i o l a who c o u l d a t t r a c t c u s t o m e r s b y h e r 

p l e a s a n t m anner, k e e p t h e appr e n t i c e s i n o r d e r , a n d 

ma n a g e - t h e s h o p i n t h e m a s t e r ' s a b s e n c e w o u l d b e as 

u s e f u l a s an e x t r a * p a i r o f h a n d St.. 

I The R e n a i s s a n c e h a d made i t f a s h i o n a b l e f o r women t o 
be a s l e a r n e d a s t h e i r b r o t h e r s . T h e R e f o r m e r s , b y s e t t i n g 
t h e i r f a c e s a g a i n s t c e l e b a c y and b y m a k i n g t h e home t h e 
s t r o n g h o l d o f r e l i g i o n , e m p h a s i z e d t h e h o n o r a b l e p o s i t i o n 
o f woman and t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r a w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d f a m i l y 
l i f e . The g r o w t h o f commerce, b y i n c r e a s i n g t h e o p p o r t u n i t i 
o f women t o won t h e i r own p r o p e r t y and t o t a k e p a r t i n t r a d e 
f u r t h e r e d t h e i r i n d e p e n d e n c e . The d i s a p p e a r a n c e o f c o n v e n 
t u a l l i f e f o r c e d some y o u n g women t o l e a r n a t r a d e . 
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The d r a m a t i s t s seem t o r e a l i z e t h a t s u c h women 
1 

e x i s t t , a n d , c o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e r e a r e a g o o d l y number 

o f f a v o r a b l e p i c t u r e s o f c i t i z e n s " w i v e s i n t h e p l a y s . 

T h e s e women a r e n<$fc a l l a s c a p a b l e a s V i o l a , b u t t h e y h a v e 

o t h e r v i r t u e s , Some a r e p r a i s e d f o r t h e i r m o d e s t y , some 

f o r t h e i r c h a s t i t y , some f o r t h e i r r e l i g i o u s s p i r i t . 

Among t h e m i s M i s t r e s s Openwork a n d M i s t r e s s P a g e a nd 

h e r f r i e n d . The f o r m e r o u t w i t s t h e g a l l a n t who t r i e s 

t o s e d u c e and d e f e n d s t h e h o n o u r o f c i t i z e n s ' w i # e s 
2 

i n a l o n g s p e e c h , a n d t h e l a t t e r w i l l n o t y i e l d t o 

t h e a d v a n c e s o f a f i n e g a l l a n t e v e n t h o u g h t h e be t h a t 
3 

" f a t r o g u e , F a l s t a f f " . C o r v i n o ' s w i f e imVo l p o n e a n d 

G a z e t t a J f t i A l l F o o l s a r e e q u a l l y l o y a l and c o n t i n e t r t . , 

C e l i a r e j e c t s t h e j e w e l s a n l i f i n e c l o t h e s o f f e r e d h e r b y 
4 

Vo l p o n e and G a z e t t a h a s f r i e n d s who voucth f o r h e r 

v i r t u e . When she i s t o be d i v o r c e d b y h e r h u s b a n d 

s e v e r a l o f them s p e a k o n h e r b e h a l f a n d d e c l a r e t h a t 
5 

she h a s n o t be e n u n f a i t h f u l . . M i s t r e s s B a n n i s t e r i n Thomas, 

L o r d C r o m w e l l and T o m a s i n e i n M i c h a e l m a s Term, a p l a y 

o n t h e w h o l e v e r y c o n t e m p t u o u s o f t h e c i t i z e n s , a r e c:: 

a l s o f a v o r a b l e . p o r t r a y a l s . The one i s s i n c e r e l y r e l i g i o u s 

1 s e e above 1 1 0 - i n . 

2 T . M R o a r i n g G i r l , p p . 2 0 6 - 2 0 7 . 
3 The M e r r y W i v e s o f W i n d s o r . The p l a y i s s e t i n W i n d s o r 

but t h e e s c e n e s m i g h t be i n L o n d o n and M i s t r e s s p a ge d o e s 
n o t d i f f e r f r o m t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n ' s w i f e . 

4 V o l p o n e . I l l , v i i , 1 8 8 - 2 0 8 . 
6 A l l F o o l s , I V , i , p p . 5 7 ^ 5 9 . 
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and. t h e o t h e r i s f a r more h o n e s t t h a n h e r m e r c h a n t 
1 

h u s b a n d . She c o n s t a n t l y t r i e s t o d i s s u a d e Quomodo f r o m 

c a r r y i n g o u t h i s e v i l p l a n s . 

S o m e t i m e s t h e c i t i z e n s ' w i v e s , a r e p r a i s e d f o r more 

m o d e r n v i r t u e s t h a n t h o s e o f c o n t i n e n c e o r h o n e s t y , 
2 

T h e y a r e commended f o r t h r i f t , i n d u s t r y , o r i n d e p e n d e n c e . 

Some oi'them seem t o b e o n e q u a l t e r m s w i t h t h e i r h u s b a n d s 

and t h e y e x p r e s s a f f e c t i o n t h a t i s n o t a t a l l s u b s e r v i e n t . 

I n a p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r I h a v e m e n t i o n e d many o f them who 
3. 

we»B c a r e f u l w i t h money, a n d I c a n a d d G a z e t t a t o t h i s 

l i s t . She d e p l o r e s h e r h u s b a n d ' s as© c i a t i o n w i t h g a l l a n t s 

b e c a u s e s h e b e l i e v e s t h a t i t w i l l l e a d h i m b o t h i n t o e v i l 
4 ^ 

ways and i n t o u n n e c e s s a r y e x p e n d i t u r e . F o r e x p r e s s i o n s 

0 i n d e p e n d e n c e and m u t u a l e s t e e m I s h a l l t u r n a g a i n t o 

The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y . M a r g e r y a n d S i m o n seem t o r u n 
5 

t h e s h o p j o i n t l y . : / and t o b e e q u a l l y f o n d o f one a n o t h e r . 

The c i t i z e n a nd h i s w i f e i n The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g  

P e s t l e , a l s o 3 a l t h o u g h p o r t r a y e d i n a r i d i c u l o u s l i g h t , 

a r e a t l e a s t one i n t h e i r r e g a r d f o r e a c h o t h e r . 
1 T h o m a s , . L o r d C r o m w e l l 11,i,'p.354. 

M i c h a e l m a s Term, 1 1 , i i i . 1 0 2 - 1 0 3 . 
2 T h e s e v i r t u e s a r e c a l l e d c o n t e m p o r a r y o r m o d e r n 

v i r t u e s a s t h e y a r e i n t h e p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r o n i d e a l s . 3 See a b o v e ^ © - fob. 

4 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y . l l l , i v , 1 7 5 - 1 8 4 . 

5 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y 1 1 1 , i v , 1 7 5 - 1 8 4 . 

6 The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e . I n d u c t i o n , 4 0 - 6 0 . 
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Now I s h a l l t u r n f r o m t h e s y m p a t h e t i c . p i c t u r e s i o f 

t h e c i t i z e n s ' w i v e s i n t h e drama t o some o f t h e e x a m p l e s 

o f t h e a d v e r s e c r i c i c i s m t h a t was so f r e q u e r t l y d i r e c t e d 

a g a i n s t them. A g a i n a n d a g a i n i t i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e 

i n c r e a s e d w e a l t h a n d - i m p o r t a n c e o f t h e c i t i z e n c l a s s 

o n l y g a v e f r e s h s c o p e t o t h e n a t u r a l v i c i o u s n e s s o f w 

women. The c i t i z e n s ' w i v e s a r e a c c u s e d o f s e x u a l i m m o r a l i t y 

and u n f a i t h f u l n e s s . T h e y a r e d e p i c t e d a s u t t e r l y i n c a p a b l e 

o f r e s i s t i n g t h e a d v a n c e s ; : o f g a l l a n t s a n d t h e y a r e s e e n 

s i t t i n g i n t h e b a y windows o v e r t h e s h o p , i n d u l g i n g 

i n p r o m i s c u o u s f l i r t a t i o n . T h i s o p i n i o n f i n d s e x p r e s s i o n 
i n t h e M a l c o n t e n t . I n t h i s p l a y M a r q u e r e l l e s a y s t h a t 

any woman w i l l y i e l d t o a man i f p r o p e r l y c o u r t e d , a n d 
1 

she l i s t s t y p e s o f c i t i z e n s * w i v e s t o p r o v e h e r t h e o r y . 

M a r q u e r e l l e . L o o k y e , a C h a l d e a n o r an fissyrian, 
I am s u r e 'twas a m o s t s w e e t J e w , t o l d me; c o u r t 
any woman i n t h e r i g h t s i g n a n d y o u s h a l l n o t m i s s . 
B u t y o u m u s t t a k e h e r i n t h e r i g h t v e i n , t h e n : a s 
when t h e s i g n i s P i s c e s , a f i s h m o n g e r ' s w i f e i s v e r y 
s o c i a b l e ; i n C a n c e r , a p h y s i c i a n ' s w i f e i s v e r y 
f l e x i b l e ; i n C a p r i c o r n , a m e r c h a n t ' s w i f e h a r d l y 
h o l d s o u t ; i n L i b r a , a l a w y e r ' s w i f e i s v e r y 
t r a c t a b l e , e s p e c i a l l y i f h e r h u s b a n d be a t t h e 
t h e a t r e . 

Z 
L o l l i a , who i s f a l s e t o P r a t e , a n d t h e s m i t h ' s w i f e i n 

3 
The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , who c o m m i t s a d u l e r y w i t h 

t h e a p p r e n t i c e , a r e e x a m p l e s o f c i t i z e n s ' w i v e s who 

w e r e s u p p o s e d t o be. e n d l e s s l y 1 J e e h e r o u s s a n d u n f a i t h f u l 

1 The Malcontent. V . 1. p . 3 1 . : ~~T' 
2 The Dumb K n i g h t , 1 1 1 , 1 , f . 1 6 8 . 

- 3 TM L o o k i n g G t a s s f o r L o n d o n , 1 4 2 2 - 1 5 0 3 . 
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O t h e r w i v e s i n t h e p l a y s a r e condemned f o r t h e i r 

w a s t e f u l n e s s a n d e x t r a v a g a n c e . T h e s e a r e s a i d t o d e s i r e 

n o t h i n g h u t new c o a c h e s and gowns i n t h e l a t e s t s t y l e 

a n d t o be r e a d y t o s e l l t h e i r h u s b a n d ' s p o s s e s s i o n s t o 

b u y F r e n c h h o o d s a nd y e l l o w r u f f . E a s t w a r d Ho f u r n i s h e s 

t h e b e s t e x a m p l e s o o T s u c h an o s t e n t a t i o u s a n d e x t r a v a g a n t 

w i f e . I n t h i s p l a y T o u c h s t o n e ' s w i f e a n d d a u g h t e r , 

G e r t r u - d e , a r e d a z z l e d b y t h e p r o s p e c t o f t h e Qa t t e ? 's 

m a r r i a g e w i t h t h e n o b i l i t y , a n d t h e y a r e e q u a l l y e a g e r 

t o s p e n d a s much as p o s s i b l e o f T o u c h s t o n e ' s moeny. 

B o t h w a n t c o a c h e s and F r e n c h h o o d s a n d i n t e n d t o t a k e 

u p s w e a r i n g i n a l a d y - l i k e way, and b o t h s p e a k c o i t t e m p -
1 

t o u s l y o f T o u c h s t o n e ' s c i t i z e n h a b i t s . I i n Ram A l l e y 

a n d The Dumb K n i g h t t h e women a l s o w i s h t o w e a r F r e n c h 
2 

h o d d s and t o m a r r y w e l l . I n t h e l a t t e r p3ayv : "the o r a t o r ' s 

w i f e r e g r e t s t h a t s h e h a d n o t m a r r i e d a n o b l e m a n f a t h e r 

t h a n g r a t e . S h e s a y s , "who w o u l d be a l a w y e r ' s w i f e a n d 
3 

n o t a g e n t l e w o m a n ? " 

The m o s t s e v e M y c r i t i c i z e d women i n t h e m i d d l e 

c l a s s p h y s , h o w e v e r , a r e t h e w i d o w s . The s i n g l i n g o u t 

o f them f o r e s p e c i a l c o n d e m n a t i o n i s t h e outcome o f 

m e d i e v a l p r e j u d i c e . T r a d i t i o n s a i d t h a t i t was i m p o s s i b l e 

f o r a widow t o be c o n t i n e n t . The W i f e o f B a t h , w e remember, 

1 E a s t w a r d Ho, 1, i i . 8 5 - 1 7 0 . : — 

2 A l l e y , l l 7 i , p . 3 0 3 . 

3 The Dumb K n i g h t , l , i , p p . 1 2 1 - 1 2 2 . 
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was g a t - t o o t h e d . The f a c t t h a t a w i d o w h a d l i v e d w i t h 

o ne man was s u p p o s e d t o make i t i m p o s s i b l e f o r h e r t o 

l i v e w i t h o u t o t h e r s . The P u r i t a n a n d Ram A l l e y c o n t a i n 

f u l l d e s c r i p t i o n s ' o f t h e f r a i l i t y o f w i d o w s . I n t h e 

f i r s t p l a y t h e m e r c h a n t ' s w i d o w i s t o r n b e t w e e n g o o d 

w o c k s and l e c h e r y . On t h e d e a t h o f h e r h u s b a n d she 

r e s o l v e s t o g i v e up l u x u r y a n d s e l f i s h n e s s a n d t o d e v o t e 

h e r s e l f t o c h a r i t y , e v e n t h r o u g h h e r b r o t h e r u r g e s h e r 
1 

t o m a r r y a g a i n i m m e d i a t e l y . S h e p e r s u a d e s h e r g o u n g e r 

d a u g h t e r t o j o i n h e r i n a l m s g i v i n g . B u t n e i t h e r t h e 

y o u n g woman n o r t h e o l d r e m a i n a s c e t i c f o r l o n g . The 

widow e v e n t u a l l y succumbs t o t h e a d v a n c e s o f t h e c h a r l a 

t a n s c h o l a r j and t h e d a u g h t e r , f o l l o w i n g h e r m o t h e r ' s 

e x a m p l e , d e s e r t s g o o d w o r k s f o r S i r Andrew, who h a d 

o f f e r e d h e r a c l o t h o f s i l b e r , a monkery, a p a r r o t , 
2. -

a n d a musk c a t . 

M i s t r e s s C h a n g e a b l e , t h e w i d o w MiRam A l l e y , 

whose husband, h a d b e e n T a f f e t a , t h e m e r c e r , i s t r e a t e d 

somewhat more s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y t h a n t h e w i d o w i n The P u r i t a n . 

She i s b o t h a l e r t and i n t e l l i g e n t in c o n t r a s t t o t h e 

o t h e r r w i d o w who i s d u l l a n d s t u p i d . Y e t she i s q u i t e 

r e a d y t o t a k e a s e c o n d h u s b a n d and,makes no p r e t e n c e o f 

r e s t r i c t i n g h e r s e l f t o g o o d w o r k s . G e r t a i n l y t t h e men i n 

t h e p l a y t h i n k no b e t t e r 6 f h e r t h a n t h e y w o u l d h a v e done 

1 %he P u r i t a n , l , i , p . 3 9 9 . 

2 I b i d . I V , i i , p . 4 1 9 . 
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o f t h e othefc woman. T h e y e x p e c t t h e w'idow T a f f a t a t o 

h a v e t h e f e m i n i n e s u s c e p t i b i l i t y t o men and c l o t h e s i n 

an u n u s u a l l y s t r o n g m e a a i r e . F o r i n s t a n c e , S i r O l i v e r , 

one o f h e r s u i t o r s , e x p e c t s h e r tx> c a p i t u l a t e i m m e d i a t e l y 

when he p r o m i s e s h e r t h a t she s h a l l b e l a d i f i e d a n d l i v e 

a t c o u r t , h a v e j e w e l s , a b a b o o n , p l a t e , c h a i n s , a n d 

h o u s e h o l d s t u f f . He i s v e r y much s u r p r i s e d t o f i n d 
1 

t h e she p r e f e r s h e r i n d e p e n d e n c e t o h i s o f f e r . 

Many o f t h e d a u g h t e r s o f c i t i z e n s i n t h e p l a y s o n l y 

r e p e a t t h e u n f a v o r a b l e p i c t u r e o f t h e m e r c h a n t ' s w i v e s , 

I h a v e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d G e r t m u d e , t h e d a u g h t e r i n 

E a s t w a r d Ho. The e l d e r d a u g h t e r i n The P u r i t a n i s o f 

t h e same t y p e . She w i s h e s t o m a r r y above h e r c l a s s so 

# h a t she may h a v e a c o a c h , two w h i t e h o r s e s , a g u a r d e d 
2 

l a c k e y anfl'pied l i v e r i e s . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e r e a r e 

c i t i z e n s ' d a u g h t e r s i n t h e t h e p l a y s who a r e n o t a k i n 

t o g e r t r u d e . T h e y do n o t d i f f e r g r e a t l y f r o m t h e d a u g h t e r s 

o f t h e n o b l e s , h o w e v e r , a n d t h e y t e l l u s l i t t l e a b o u t 

m i d d l e c l a s s l i f e . We know J h a t t h e y a r e a b l e t o t a k e . 

c a r e o f t h e h o u s e a nd t h a t t h e y h a v e some k n o w l e d g e o f 

a c c o u n t s a n d t h e t i m e and t h e money t o r e a d and sew a n d 

1 Ram A l l e y , 1 1 1 , i , p . 3 2 1 . 
2 The P u r i t a n , I V , i , p . 4 1 8 . "Guarded",. The t e r m means ' 

t h a t t h e l a c k e y w o u l d w e a r an o r n a m e n t e d a n d b r a i d e d c o a t . 
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t o p l a n d a n c e s . O t h e r s h a v e a s m a t t e r i n g o f c l a s s i c a l 

l e a r n i n g . B u t t h e same t h i n g m i g h t he s a i d o f d a u g h t e r s 

o f any w e l l - t o - d o f a m i l y , w h e t h e r i t w e re n o b l e o r 

common. 

Some o f t h e s e g i r l s come t o l i f e i n t h e p l a y s a n d 

d i s p l a y i n t e l l i g e n c e a nd i n d e p e n d e n c e . O t h e r s m e r e l y 

r e p e a t c o n v e n t i o n a l p a t t e r n s . Among t h e f o r m e r a r e 
1 

R o s e , t h e d a u g h t e r o f S i r Thomas Oak&ey, a n d J o i c e 
2 

itmGreene' s Tu Quoque. B o t h , a l t h o u g h a f r a i d o f t h e i r 

f a t h e r s , do n o t t a k e w h a t t h e y c o n s i d e r u n j u s t o r d e r s 

f r o m t h e m w i t h o u t p r o t e s t . L u c e , i n The K n i g h t o f t h e 

B u r a i n g P e s t l e g o e s f u r t h e r t h a n R o s e o r J o j c c e a n d 
3 ^ 

o p e n l y d e f i e s h e r f a t h e r t o f e l l o w J a s p e r . G e o r g e a 
G r e e n e ' s l a d y i s e q u a l l y d e v o g e d t o h e r " h o n e s t p i n n e r " . 

She s a y s t h a t she w i l l n o t g i v e h i m u p f o r any t i t l e i n 
4 

t h e l a n d . I n The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l D e l i a a n d h e r s i s t e r f e e l 

i n d e p e n d e n t enough t o c o u n t e r m a n d h h e i r f a t h e r ' s i n s t r u c ts 
t i o n s t o t h e w a i t e r a t t h e o r d i n a r y . D e l i a i s a l s o a n 

e x a m p l e o f t h e y o u n g g i r l w e l l t r a i n e d i n h o u s e h o l d 

a f f a i r s . She s u p e r v i s e s t h e management o f h e r s i s t a p 
1 i h e S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y . 1 1 1 . i i i . 3 0 . ' 
2 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p . 2 0 1 . 

3 The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e , l , i , 5 2 - 5 4 . 

4 G e o r g e | G r e e n e . 2 1 0 - 2 1 3 , 1 2 6 0 - 1 2 6 5 . 

5 The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l , l , i i , - . 3 7 5 . D e l i a a n d F r a n k a r e 
s u p p o s e d t o be t h e d a u g h t e r s o f a k n i g h t , b u t t h e y b e h a v e 
a s c i t i z e n s ' d a u g h t e r s w o u l d do a n d a r e t r e a t e d a s s u c h . 



F r a n k ' s h o u s e so w e l l t h a t h e r b r o t h e r - i n - l a w w i s h e s 
• • 1 

t h a t she c o u l d , be h i r e d a s a p e r m a n e n t h o u s e k e e p e r . 

O t h e r c i t i z e n s ' d a u g h t e r s , a s 1 h a v e s a i d , a r e n o t 

so i n t e r e s t i n g a s t h o s e j u s t m e n t i o n e d . T h e y a r e p r e t t y , 

g u i l e l e s s , f r a g i l e , b u t i t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h 

among them. R e b e c c a , i n The H o g H a s L o s t H i s P e a r l , f o r 

i n s t a n c e , i s o n l y a v e r y p o o r c o p y o f J e s s i c a jn;The 

M e r c h a n t o f V e n i c e . The j a i l o r ' s d a u g h t e r , i n The Two  

N o b l e Kinsmen,who w i g h t h a v e b e e n a s o u r c e o f much 

i n f o r m a t i o n , i s s i m i l a r l y i n s i g n i f i c a n t . She i s o n l y a 

l o v e - s i c k girJfc who, l i k e O p h e l i a , g o e s mad when f a c e d 

w i t h m i s f o r t u n e . 

Women w e r e n o t c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e m i d d l e c l a s s 

o n l y t h r o u g h t h e i r p o s i t i n s a s w i v e s a nd d a u g h t e s o f 

c i t i z e n s . S o m e t i m e s t h e y w o r k e d k i n t h e s h o p s a s j o u r n e y m a n 
3 

o r a p p r e n t i c e s o r w e r e e m p l o y e d a s s e r v a n t s i n t h e 

m e r c h a n t s ' homes. J a n e , i & T h e S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , may 

s e r v e a s an e x a m p l e o f t h e f i r s t t y p e and L u c e o f The  

L o n d o n P r o d i g a l o f t h e s e c o n d . 

When I F d i s c u s s t h e s e e x a m p l e s we s h a l l o b s e r v e 

woiaaBf.'S i r c r e a s i n g a b i l i t y t o p r o v i d e f o r h e r s e l f , b u t 

ww s h a l l c o n t i n u e t o see h e r t r e a t e d a s i f she w e r e 

1 ~ The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l I V , i * p . 3 8 8 . 
2 egi-: The: Two N o b l e K i n s m e n , I V , i i i . 

3 See above p-p 110-111 , 
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e s s e n t i a l l y i m m o r a l . J a n e , f o r i n s t a n c e , h a s s e r v e d h e r 

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p a nd i s , t h u s , a b l e t o s e t u p h e r own shop 

t o e a r n h e r l i v i n g . Hammon, h o w e v e r , a l t h o u g h a d m i r i n g 

h e r f o r h e r i n d u s t r y a s w e l l a s f o r h e r b e a u t y , d o e s n o t 

t h i n k t h a t s he w i l l p r e f e r h e r s h o p t o h i s o f f e r s . J a n e , 
1 

we n o t i c e , e x p e c t s h i s s u g g e s t i o n s t o be " w a n t o n . " L u c e , 

1she w i f e o f t h e p r o f l i g a t e F l o w e r d a l e , i s a l s o a b l e t o 

s u p p o r t h e r s e l f and h a s s i m i l a r t e m p t a t i o n s t o w i t h s t a n d . 
• ^ a v i n g no t r a i n i n g s u c h a s t h a t o f J a n e , she g o e s i n t o 

2 
s e r v i c e , and f i n d s t h a t h e r m a s t e r ' s f r i e n d s h a v e t h e 

same a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s women3s h a d Hammon.They e x p e c t 
3 

h e r t o y i e l d i m m e d i a t e l y t o t h e i r i m p o r t u n i t i e s . The 

s e r v a n t o f t h e widow T a f f a t a , A d r i a n a , i s r e g a r d e d :'; x, 

i n t h e same manner. She i s s p o k e n o f a s a n a t u r a i l b a i t 

a n d " t h e p o r c h t o her. M i s t r e s s " b y C o n s t a n t i a . 

T h e r e a r e o t h e r women s e r v a n t s i n o u r p l a y s , b u t 

many o f them a r e as s t a n d a r d i z e d as a r e some o f t h e 

d a u g h t e r s . T h e y h a v e e i t h e r an e x a g g e r a t e d l o y a l t y t o 

t h e i r m a s t e r s o r an o v e r w h e l m i n g d e s i r e t o c h e a t them. 

One c o n c l u s i o n , h o w e v e r , m a y b e d r a w n f r o m t h e number 

o f women i n s e r v i c e d e p i c t e d i n t h e d r a n a . i t a p p e a r s • 

t h a t m o r e a r i i m o r e s e r v a n t s w e r e b e i n g i m p l o y e d i n m i d d l e 

c l a s s homes. C i t i z e n s who h a d r e c e n t l y become w e a l t h y , 
1 The Shoemaker s M a o l i d av, lV«i.10-12."Hammon savs7 

"She t h i n k s me w a n t o n . " 

2 The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l , 1 1 1 , i S i , p. 287. 

3 I b i d . , V , i , p . 3 9 3 . 
4 , ; l 2§E A l l e y , 1 1 , i , p . 3 0 5 . 
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s u c h es C i v i t and. F r a n k , were b e g i n n i n g t o t h i n k t h a t i t w i l 

\ a s i g n o b l e f o r them t o s o i l t h e i r h a n d s w i t h m e m i a l 
1 

l a b o r a s i t was f o r t h e n o b i l i t y . 

F r a n k . A g e n t l e w o m a n a n d a m a r r i e d g e n t l e w o m a n 
t o o , t o b e c o m p a n i o n t o c o o k s and k i t c h e n b o y s ! 
N o t I , i 1 f a i t h ; I s c o r n t h a t . 

B e f o r e I l e a v e t h e c i t i z e n s and t h e i r w o m e n f o l k , 

I s h o u l d d r a w a t t e n t i o n t o t h e f a c t * . t h a t a l a r g e number 

o f c o u r t e z a n s and t h e i r c o m p a n i o n bawds a n e s p r o t r a y e d 

i n c i t i z e n p l a y s . I c a n l e a r n l i t t l e , h o w e v e r , a b o u t 

t h e a v e r a g e l i f e o f t h e c i t i z e n f r o m t h e i r p r e s e n c e i n 

t h e d r a m a . I m i g h t p e r h a p s h a z a r d t h e g u e s s t h a t i t 

w/as-'HQt a r a r e t h i n g f o r a c i t i z e n t o h a v e a m i s t r e s s and 
2 

td s p e n d a l l a r g e p a r t o f h i s t i m e i n t h e s u b u r b s . 

N a t u r a l l y , t h e c o u r t e z a n s a r e u n f a v o r a b l y t r e a t e d 

b y t h e d r a m a t i s t s . T h e i r p r e sence. was r e g a r d e d as p r o o f 

o f t h e e x i s t e n c e o f l e c h e r y and a s a c o n s t a n t t e m p t a t i o n 

t o e x t r a v a g a n c e . B o t h m e d i e v a l and c o n t e m p o r a r y o p i n i o n 

w o u l d s a y t h a t t h e y s h o u l d n o t b e t o l e r a t e d and w o u l d 

d e p l o r e t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c i t i z e n ' s i n c r e a s e d w e a l t h 

e n a b l e d h i m t o k e e p a m i s t r e s s who w o u l d l e a d h i m b o t h 

i n t o s i n and w a s t e . 

_ T h e T e n d o n P r o d i g a l , I V , i , p . 3 8 8 . 
2 See above pp .H-16 

A l s o Ram A l l e y , l , i , p . 2 7 1 . 
C o n s t a n t i a . What makes he h e r e 
I n t h e s k i r t s o f H o l b o r n , so n e a r t h e f i e l d , 
A n d a t a g a r d e n - h o u s e ? He h a s some p u n k 
Upon my l i f e ] 
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I t j s c i n t e r e s t i n g t o s e e t h a t t h e c o u r t e z a n s , 

w h e t h e r t h e y a r e l i v i n g c r e a t i o n s a s i r s " B e 11 a f r o n t , o r 

mere s t i c k s l i k e F r a n c e s , n e a r l y a l w a y s v o i c e c o n t e m p t 

f o r t h e c i t i z e n , e v e n when he g i v e s them as many r u f f s 

and. f a r t h i n g a l e s as h e b u y s h i s w i f e . 

I n c l o s i n g t h i s c h a p t e r on women I s h a l l d r a w 

a t t e n t i o n t o t h e p l a y , The R o a r i n g G i r l . D e s p i t e i t s 

h e o r i n e , i n many ways t h i s i s e s s e n t i a l l y a p l a y o f and 

a b o u t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . A l m o s t a l l t h e c h a r a c t e r s i n i t 

a r e c i t i z e n s a n d M o l l h e r s e l f i s c o m p l e t e l y i n s y m p a t h y 

w i t h them, e s p e c i a l l j j / w i t h t h e women. One f e e l s t h a t some 

s o r t o f s i g n i f i c a n c e s h o u l d b e f o u n d i n h e r p r e s e n c e among 

t h e s h o p s and s t a l l s , d e l i v e r i e s a n d p i c n i c s i n F i n s b u r y 

F i e l d s . Y e t i t i s d i f f i c u l t f o r u s t o g e n e r a l i z e a b o u t 

h e r . She seems t o be t o o much a n i d e a l c h a r a c t e r . 

P e r h a p s I c a n c o n c l u d e b y s a y i n g t h a t M o l l , w i t h h e r 

h a b i t o f a s s e r t i n g h e r s e l f o n e q u a l t e r m s w i t h men, may 

i n d i c a t e t h a t t h e E l i z a b e t h a n m i d d l e c l a s s women w e r e 

b e c o m i n g aware o f t h e i r i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e m e r c h a n t and 

w e r e d e s i r i n g more f r e e d o m , d e s p i t e a l l a d v e r s e c r i t i c i s m 

d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t them. 
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1 

Homes, F o o d , C l o t h i n g . 

A t t h i s p o i n t t h e p r i n c i p a l a c t o r s , b o t h m a l e a n d 

f e m a l e , t h e c i t i z e n a n d h i s w i f e , a r e o n t h e s t a g e . 

The b a c k d r o p o f h i s t o r i c a l a n d g e o g r a p h i c a l d e t a i l 

h a s b e e n s u p p l i e d b y a d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e 

t i m e and by a d e s c r i p t i o n o f L o n d o n } B u t t o c o m p l e t e 

my s e t t i n g I m u s t p l a c e t h e f u r n i t u r e a n d s u p p l y a p p r o 

p r i a t e c o s t u m e s , and, i n o r d e r t o do s o , i n t h e f o l l o w i n g 

c h a p t e r s , I s h a l l t u r n t o t h e c l o t h i n g a n d homes <& t h e 

L o n d o n c i t i z e n s . 

A f e w d e t a i l s a b o u t t h e h o u s e s o f t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n s 

h a v e b e e n a l r e a d y g i v e n i n t h e d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e s h o p 

o f t h e m e r c h a n t . I t h a s b e e n p o i n t e d - o u t t h a t b u s i n e s s 

p r a c t i c e a n d p r i v a t e l i f e w e r e c l o s e l y l i n k e d when t h e 

s h o p f o r m e d p a r t o f t h e h o u s e . I n s u c h a c a s e , t h e m e r c h a n t 

o r h i s w i f e m i g h t come f r o m t h e k i t c h e n o r f r o m t h e p a r l o r 

t o s e l l g o o d s i n t h e f r o n t o f t h e b u i l d i n g . H o w e v e r , 

a l t h o u g h I - h a v e n o t e d t h e i n t e r a c t i o n o f b u s i n e s s a n d 

s o c i a l l i f e r e s u l t i n g f r o m s u c h a c o m b i n a t i o n I h a v e n o t 

d i s c u s s e d t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e s i g n t h a t c a u s e d t h i s m i n g l i n g 

1 F o r t h e b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n . t h i s 
c h p p t e r I am i n d e b t e d t o : 

Camden, W., B r i t a n n i a . 

H a r r i s o n , V/., I ' e s c r f t o f r i o n o f E n g l a n d . 

O l d L o n d o n I l l u s t r a t e d . 

O n i o n s , C.T., e d . , S h a k e s p e a r e ' s E n g l a n d . 

T u r n e r , T.,Hudson, Some A c c o u n t o f D o m e s t i c A r c h i t e c t u r e 
i n E n g l a n d . . . 
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The a r r a n g e m e n t o f t h e r o oms b e y o n d t h e p a r t i t i o n 

t h a t f o r m e d t h e b a c k o f t h e s h o p o r o f t h o s e o n t h e 

s e c o n d f l o o r h a s n o t b e e n o u t l i n e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , s u c h 

c o m b i n e d h o u s e s and s h o p s h a v e b e e n m e n t i o n e d o n l y when 

t h e y s t o o d o n one o f t h e m a i n s t r e e t s o f L o n d o n , B u t now,' 

t h e h o u s e s o f t h e L o n d o n e r s , t h e i r s i t u a t i o n s , a n d t h e i r 

d e s i n g s w i l l be f u l l y d i s c u s s e d v . ^ e r e v e r i n t h e c i t y 

t h e y u t n a y b e f o u n d . 

T h e s e h o u s e s m i g h t b e i n t h e t o w n , i n t h e s u b u r b s , 

o r i n t h e c o u n t y b e y o n d , f o r t h e m e r c h a n t f r e q u e n t l y h a d 

two h o u s e s , a t o w n r e s i d e n c e a nd a c o u n t r y s e a t . E v e n i 

i f h e w e r e n o t w e a l t h y enough t o m a i n t a i n t t w o c o m p l e t e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t s h e m i g h t be a b l e t o l e a v e a r e n t e d shop 

a t n i g h t f a l l f o r a p l e a s a n t h o u s e b e y o n d t h e w a l l s o r 

i n t h e f a s h i o n a b l e s u b u r b o f W e s t m i n i s t e r . B u t , i f he 

w e r e c o n f i n e d t i b one o f t h e h o u s e s s e t a l o n g t h e c i t y 

s t r e e t s i n t h e s t r a g g l i n g f a s h i o n m e n t i o n e d b y H a r r i s o n , 

h e c o u l d s t i l l p l a n a nd h o p e f o r a c o u n t r y h o u s e . S u c h 

a d e s i r e seemed t o be p a r t o f t h e a m b i t i o n o f e v e r y L o n d o n 

m e r c h a n t . 

F r o m t h e e v i d e n c e o f t h e p l a y s i t seems t h a t many 

o f t h e m e r c h a n t s w ere a b l e t o f u l f i l t h i s a m b i t i o n . S i r 

R o g e r O a k l e y was one o f t h e s e men. I f t h e s i z e a n d 

s i t u a t i o n o f h i s h o u s e i s d e d u c e d f r o m t h e s e e n e s o f 

The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y i t may be c o n c l u d e d t h a t i t was 

a t y p i c a l T u d o r c o u n t r y . h o u s e w i t h g r e a t m u l l i o n e d w i n d o w s 
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arid s e t i n s p a c i o u s g r o u n d s . R a s h , a n o t h e r m e r c h a n t 

who i s k n i g h t e d , f e e l s i t f h a t h e t o o m u s t h a v e more t h a n 

o n e h o u s e . He p l a n s t o move f i r s t t o the S t r a n d a n d , i n 
1 

t h e n e x t q u a r t e r , t o F u l h a m . The m e r c e r , Quomodo, o n t h e 

o t h e r h a n d , i s a b l e o n i y i i o v o i c e h i s a m b i t i o n . He l o o k s 

e a g e r l y t o t h e t i m e when he w i l l h a v e a s m a l l n e a t 
2 

h o u s e i n E s s e x . 

B o t h t o w n a n d c o u n t r y h o u s e s w e r e o f t e n s e t i n f i n e 

g a r d e n s . S u c h g a r d e n s were p o s s i b l e e v e n i n t h e c i t y 

b e c a u s e o f t h e many o p e n w p a c e s w i t h i n t h e w a l l s o f 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y L o n d o n . The g r e a t number o f g a r d e n s 

i n d i c a t e d t h a t t h e E l i z a b e t h a n was a s a t t r a c t e d t o h i s 

p l o t o f l a n d a s i s t h e E n g l i s h m a n o f t o d a y . T h i s i n t e r e s t 

i s i l l u s t r a t e d b y b o o & s , p a m p h l e t s , and p l a y s . H a r r i s o n , 

f o r i n s t a n c e g i v e s much spacfc t o H o r t i c u l t u r e . O t h e r 

b o o k s , s u c h a s G e r a r d ' s H e r b a l , a r e f u l l o f t h e E n g l i s h m a n ' s 

d e l i g h t i n h i s f l o w e r s . I n t h e p l a y s t h e r e a r e many 

r e f e r e n c e s t o f l o w e r s andito g a r d e n s . M uch o f t h e a c t i o n 

o f The P u r i t a n t a k e s p l a c e i n t h e w i d o w ' s g a r d e n . She 

a s k s h e r g u e s t s t o w a l k t h e r e t o g a t h e r p i n k s a n d g i l l y -
. 3 

f l o w e r s . S i r G o d f r e y ' s c h a i n i s f o u n d u n d e r a r o s e m a r y 
4 " 5 

b u s h . A n o t h e r g a r d e n i s m e n t i o n e d fry.All F o o l s , 

1 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, V.186~, 

2 M-ichaelmas Term, l l l , i v , 13-.,31. 

3 The P u r i t a n , I V , i i ^ p . 4 1 9 . 

4 I b i d . , 1 1 , i i , . p . 4 0 8 . 
5 A l l F o o l s , 1 1 1 , i , p . 5 3 . 
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The widow T a f f a t a , as w e l l a s O l d K n o w e l l , h a s h e r own 

o r c h a r d a n d g a r d e n . H e r l a n d e v i d e n t l y e x t e n d s t o t h e 

r i v e r f o r she w a r n s W i l l i a m S m a l l s h a n k s n o t t o come i $ e a r 
1 

h e r o u t - h o u s e s , h e r g a r d e n , o r c h a r d , o r r i v e r s i d e . 

I t i s r a t h e r a m u s i n g t o n o t i c e t h a t g a r d e n s w e r e 

n o t a l w a y s t h o u g h t o f a s i n n o c u o u s o r p l e a s a n t . B o t h 

p r i v a t e a n d p u b l i c o n e s w e r e s o m e t i m e s r e g a r d e d w i t h 

a s much s u s p i c i o o n as w e r e t h e s u b u r b s . The o b j e c t i o n s 

t o g a r d e n s seem t o a r i s e f r o m t h e s u p p o s i t i o n t h a t 

t h e y were u s e d f o r c l a n d e s t i n e m e e t i n g s . A s a r e s u l t o f 

t h i s e v i l r e p u t a t i o n t h e m e r c h a n t s ' w i v e s , i n many o f t h e 

p l a y s , a r e w a r n e d a g a i n s t g o i n g t o g a r d e n h o u s e s . 

The e x t e r i o r and t h e . i n t e r i o r o f t h e E l i z a b e t h a n 

h o u s e w e r e much t h e same w h e t h e r i t was s e t i n t h e c o u n t r y 

w i t h a l a r g e g a r d e n o r i n t h e town w i t h a s m a l l o n e 

o r none a t a l l , w h e t h e r i t b e l o n g e d t o t h e m o d e r a t e l y 

w e a l t h y o r t o t h e e x t r e m e l y r i c h . I n d e e d , o n t h e w h o l e , 

t h e h o u s e s f o l l o w e d so much t h e same p a t t e r n t h a t e v e n 

t h e s o - c a l l e d p a l a c e s o f t h e n o b l e s d i f f e r e d l i t t l e f r o m 

t h e d w e l l i n g s o f t h e c o m f o r t a b l e c i t i z e n s . T h i s l a c k 

o f d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n r e s u l t e d m a i n l y f rom t h e f a c t t h a t 

t h e E l i z a b e t h a n h o u s e p l a n h a d n o t b e e n g r e a t l y a l t e r e d 

f r o m t h a t o f t h e m e d i e v a l h a l l t h a t h a d b e e n b u i l t p r i m a r i l y 
f o r s h e l t e r . The h o u s e h a d n o t y e t come t o se f i v e e q u a l l y 

x R a m A 1 ] 3 y < l v < i < p . 3 4 i . 
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a s a p r o t e c t i o n f r o m t h e e l e m e n t s a n d as an e x p r e s s i o n 

o f i n d i v i d u a l t a s t e . 

From ^he D e s c r i p t i o n o f E n g l a n d we l e a r n t h a t many 
o f t h e h o u s e s w e r e b u i l t o f b o t h wood and p l a s t e r , ^ ^ s m s , 

r o o f , and m a i n s t r u c t u r e s w e r e o f wood, t h e s i d i n g s o f 

p l a s t e r . A f e w o f t h e h o u s e s w e r e e n t i r e l y o f wood or. o f 

b r i c k . O n l y l t h e p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s a n d t h e f o r t r e s s c a s t l e s 

w ere o f s t o n e . The wood and p l a s t e r o u t s i d e w a l l , . d u r i n g 

E l i z a b e t h ' s t i m e , b e g a n t o b e b r o k e n by l a r g e e x p a n s e s 

o f g l a s s a s i t was r a p i d l y r e p l a c i n g h o r n and l a t t i c e i n 

t h e w i n d o w s e x c e p t i n t h e v e r y p o o r a r e a s . , I t seems t h a t 

t h e . E l i z a b e t h a n was f a s c i n a t e d by t h e p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f 

l a r g e s e c t i o n s o f g l a s s f o r , f r o m t h i s p e r i o d , come t h e 

enormous m u l l i o n e d T u d o r w i n d o w s and t h e o v e r h a n g i n g 

s e c o n d s t o r y c a s e m e n t s t h a t c a n s t i l l be s e e n i n t h e 

c o t t a g e s i n t h e s m a l l v i l l a g e s o r i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n manor 

h o u s e s on a n c i e n t e s t a t e s ' i i n E n g l a n d . 

The p l a y s f u r n i s h e v i d e n c e . b b t h o f t h e common u s e 

o f g l a s s and«f t h e p o p u l a r i t y o f l a r g e w i n d o w s . The w i d o w 

T a f f a t a s i t s a t an o v e r h a n g i n g c a s e m e n t and w a t c h e s t h e 
2 

p a s s e r s b y . C o r b a c c i o b l o c k s u p t h e w i n d o w f r o m w h i c h 

h i s w i f e w a t c h e d t h e m o u n t e b a n l a s many an E l i z a b e t h a n 
3 

m u s t h a v e d o n e . l & D o c t o r F a u s t u s t h e r e i s a r e f e r e n c e 
4 

t o g l a s s w i n d o w s . 

1 H a r r i s o n ' s - D e s c r i p t i o n o f E n g l a n d . B o o k 1 1 . c a p . x i i . 
p . 2 3 3 . 

2 Ram A l l e y , l , i , p . 2 7 8 . 
3 V o l p o n e . 1 1 , i i , 2 7 8 - 2 8 8 . 

4 ' D o c t o r F a u s t u s . l , x i , 7 0 - 8 0 . 
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When the i n t e r i o r o f t h e E l i z a b e t h a n house i s 

c o n s i d e r e d , i t i s found, as has been suggested, that 

i t s arrangement was s t i l l d i c t a t e d by t h a t o f the medieval 

common h a l l . I n t h i s r e s p e c t the t y p i c a l E l i z a b e t h a n home 

was simply a medieval d w e l l i n g w i t h s l e e p i n g rooms and 

k i t c h e n q u a r t e r s o f f to one s i d e or the o t h e r . Only 

r a r e l y had the main h a l l become d i f f e r e n t i a t e d i n t o p a r l o r 

and d i n i n g room. 

However, the h a l l s anil e s p e c i a l l y the p a r l o r s , when 

the l a t t e r were found, were f u n n i s h e d w i t h more care 

than were the o t h e r p o r t i o n s o f the house. Por example, 

tie w a l l s o f these rooms were f r e q u e n t l y improved by 

the use o f p l a s t e r . H a r r i s o n d e s c i b e s the method o f 
1 

p l a s t e r i n g : 

In p l a s t e r i n g our f a i r e s t houses over 
our heads, we use f i r s t to l a y a l i n e o r 
two o f white mortar, temperedv^ith h a i r , 
upon l a t h s , which are m a i l e d one b y another 
(or sometimes upon r e e d o r wickers more dangerous 
f o r f i r e , and made f a s t here and t h e r e s a p l a t h s 
f o r f a l l i n g down) and f i n a l l y c o v e r a l l t h i s 
w i t h the a f o r e s a i d p l a s t e r , which b e s i d e the 
d e l e c t a b l e whiteness o f the s t u f f i t s e l f , i s 
l a i d on so even and smoothly as n o t h i n g i n my 
judgement can be done w i t h more exactness. 

The p l a y s bear H a r r i s o n out. Hog's acqua i n t a n c e s h i p 

with " p l a i s t e r e r s " has a l r e a d y been mentioned. I n The 

P u r i t a n . S i r Godfrey and Edmond are a f r a i d t h a t the 

p l a s t e r and the hangings o f the b e s t room w i l l be s e t 

1 g a r r i g f n ' s D e s c r i p t i o n o f England, l l . x i i . p . 2 3 5 . 

2 The Hog Has L o s t H i s P e a r l . l,p.436. 
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a f i r e at t h e a p p e a r a n c e o f t h e d e v i l who i s t o b e 
1 

c o n j u r e d b y t h e s o r c e r e r . 

S o m e t i m e s h a n g i n g s w e r e u s e d o v e r t h e p l a s t e r o r 

t h e wood t o h e l p k e e p t h e h o u s e warm an d t o s e r v e as o r 

n a m e n t . H a r r i s o n f u r n i s h e s a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e s e h a n g i n g 
2 

a s w e l l a s o f t h e wood p a n e l l i n g a n d p l a s t e r i n g : 
The w a l l s o f o u r h o u s e s o n t h e i n n e r s i d e s 

i n l i k e s o r t be e i t h e r h a n g e d w i t h t a p e s t r y , 
a r r a s w o r k , o r p a i n t e d c l o t h s , w h e r e i n e i t h e r 
c l i v e r s h i s t o r i e s , o r h e r b s , o r b e a s t s , k n o t s , 
and s u c h l i k e a r e s t a i n e d , o r e l s e t h e y a r e c e i l e d 
w i t h oak o f o u r own, o r w a i n s c o t b r o u g h t h i t h e r 
o u t o f t h e e a s t c o u n t r i e s , w h e r e b y t h e rooms a r e 
n o t a l i t t l e commended,:made warm, and much m o r e 
c l o s e t h a n o t h e r w i s e t h e y w o u l d b e . A s f o r 
s t o v e s , J y e t we h a v e n o t h i t h e r t o u s e d them g r e a t l y , 
y e t do t h e y now b e g i n t o be made i n d i v e r s h o u s e s 
o f t h e g e n t r y a n d w e a l t h y d i t i z e n s . . . . 

O t h e r r e f e r e n c e s t o a r r a s w o r k and t o p a i n t e d c l o t h , 

s u c h as H a r r i s o n m e n t i o n s , o c c u r i n many w e l l known 

p a s s a g e s i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n d rama. I n The P u r i t a n s u c h 
3 

a r e f e r e n c e i s g i v e n . I n t h i s p l a y t h e h o u s e i n t o w h i c h 

t h e s c h o l a r g o e s t o a v o i d a r r e s t h a s p a i n t e d c l o t h s a n d 

maps o n t h e w a l l s and f i n e g a l l e r i e s a r o u n d t h e m a i n room. 

P a i n t e d c l o t h i s m e n t i o n e d a l s o i n The M i s e r i e s o f 
4 

E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e , The b e s t known i n c i d e n t s c o n c e r n i n g 
1 The P u r i t a n , I V , i i , p . 4 2 0 - 2 1 . 

2 H a r r i s o n ' s D e s c r i p t i o n o f E n g l a n d , B o o k l l , 6 a p . x i i , 
p . 2 3 5 . 

3 op c i t . I l l , v , p p . 4 1 2 - 4 1 4 ; l V , i i , p . 4 2 1 . 

4 The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e , I V , p . 5 2 8 . 
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p a i n t e d c l o t h a n d a r r a s w o r k o c c u r i n t h f t H e n r y J X V p l a y s . 

F a l s t a f f h i d e s b e h i n d t h e a r r a s a n d f r o m h i s s p e e c h e s i t 
• • 1 

i s e v i d e n t t h a t h e h a s s e e n many a p a i n t e d c l o t h . I n d e e d , 

much o f t h e s t a g e b u s i n e s s o f the E l i z a b e t h a n t h e a t r e 

w o u l d b e l o s t w i t h o u t t h e u s e o f t h e s e h a n g i n g s . V i l l a i n s 
and f o o l s h i d e b e h i n d them. P o l o n i u s ' d e a t h comas t o h i m 

2 
t h r o u g h an a r r a s . 

The p a i n t e d c l o t h s n o t o n l y h e l p e d t h e E l i z a b e t h a n 

h o u s e h o l d e r t o k e e p warm a n d t h e E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a t i s t 

t o p r o v i d e e x c i t i n g o r a m u s i n g i n c i d e n t , b u t i n b o t h 

l i f e a n d i n t h e d r a m a t h e y c o u l d s e r v e as an i n d i c a t i o n 

o f w e a l t h . The c i t i z e n ' s s t a t u s m i g h t b e j u d g e d b y t h e 

r i c h r e s s a n d v a r i e t y o f h i s h a n g i n g s . I f he h a d i t a p e s t r y 

w o r k and n o t p a i n u t d c l o t h he m i g h t w e l l be a w e a l t h y 

a l d e r m a n r a t h e r t h a n a more h u m b l e member o f t h e g u i l d . 

I n A l b u m a z a r we f i n d same s u c h j u d g e m e n t made. The 

m a g i c i a n d e s i r e s P a n d o l f o t o a h a n g h i s p a r l o r w i t h c l o t h 

o f s i l v e r . B u t h e h a s o v e r e s t i m a t e d t h e w e a l t h o f t h e 

m e r c h a n t . - P a n d o l f o c a n f u l f i l l t h e o t h e r demands o f 

t h e s o r c e r e r , b u t he h a s t o b o r r o w t h e c l o t h o f s i l v e r 
3 

f r o m h i s m e r c e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e f a c t t h a t t h e 

s o r c e r e r exjs c t e d t o f i n d s u c h an a r r a s i n t h e h o u s e o f 

P a n d o l f o i n d i c a t e s t h a t c e r t a i n m e r c h a n t s , i n t h e e y e s 
o f t h e a v e r a g e E l i z a b e t h a n , w e re a b l e t o a f f o r d s u c h 

1 H e n r y I V , P a r t 1, 1 1 , i v , 5 5 0 - 5 5 1 ; P e r t 1 1 , I V , i i , 2 6 -
F a l s t a f f s a y s , " . . . s l a v e s a s r a g g e d a s L a z a r u s i n t h e 
pa i n t e d cloth...»' 

2 H a m l e t , 1 1 1 , i v , 2 2 - 2 4 . 

3 A l b u m a z a r , 1 1 , i i i . 
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c o s t l y h a n g i n g s , 

The s p e e c h o f S i r A l e x a n d e r Wengave.shows u s t h a t j-

he. was a m e r c h a n t who m i g h t w e l l . h a v e h a d a c l o t h o f s i l v e r 

a r r a s . He was e x c e e d i n g l y p r o u d o f p o s s e s s i o n s s u c h as 
\ . 1 

t h i & and o f t h e w e a l t h t h a t e n a b l e d h i m t o b u y t h e p : 

The f u r n i t u r e t h a t d o t h a d o r n t h i s room 
C o s t many a f a i r g r a y g r o a t e r e i t came h e r e : 
B u t m o s t t h i n g s a r e m o s t c h e a p , • 
' when t h e y a r e m o s t d e a r . 
Nay when y o u l o o k i n t o my. g a l l e r i e s , 
How b r a v e l y t h e y a r e t r i m m e d u p , 
Y o u a l l s h a l l s w e a r , 
Y o u a r e h i g h l y p l e a s e d t o s e e w h a t ' s s e t down t h e r e : 

. S t o r i e s o f men a n d women, m i x e d t o g e t h e r 
F a i r o n e s w i t h f o u l ? , l i k e s u n s h i n e - i n w e t w e a t h e r . 
W i t h i n one s q u a r e a t h a i - s a n d h e a d s a r e l a i d 
So c l o s e , t h a t a l l o f heads' t h e r oom seems made: 
As many f a c e s t h e r e ( f i l l e d w i t h b l i t h e l o o k s ) 
Shew l i k e t h e p r o m i s i n g t i t l e s "of new b o o k s , 
( W r i t c m e r r i l y ) "the r e a d e r s b e i n g t h e i r own e y e s 
W h i c h seem t o move and t o g i v e p l a u d i t i e s : 
And h e r e and t h e r e ( w h i l s t w i t h o b s e q u i o u s e a r s 
T h r o n g e d h e a p s do l i s t e n ) a c u t p u r s e t h r u s t s and l e e r s ' 
W i t h hawk's e y e s f o r h i s p r e y ; I n e e d n o t shew h i m , 
W i t h a h a n g i n g v i l l a n o u s l o o k , y o u r s e l v e s may know h i m , 
The f a c e i s d r a w n s o r e l y ; t h e n , s i r s , b e l o w , 
The \ncry f l o o r ( a s t w e r e ) w aves t o and f r o , 
And l i k e a f l o a t i n g i s l a n d , s eems t o move, 
Upon a s e a , b o u n d i n w i t h s h o r e s afrove. 

Vi* 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e h e r e a n o t h e r r e f e r e n c e 

t o g a l l e r i e s . T h e s e w e r e a s d i s t i n c t i v e a f e a t u r e o f 

t h e E l i z a b e t h a n h o u s e a s w e re t h e j a i n t e d c l o t h s a n d 

p a n e l l e d w a l l s . T h e y s e r v e d n o t o n l y a s s h o w p l a c e s f o r 

p i c t u r e s o r f o r p a r t i c u l a r l y f i n e t a p e s t r y b u t a l s o as 

a s t a g e f o r t h e m u s i c i a n s o r p l a y e r s who m i g h t be c a l l e d 

u p o n t o e n t e r t a i n t h e m a s t e r ' s" g u e s t s . T h e i r s e p a r a t i o n 

f r o m t h e r e s t o f t h e h o u s e made them u s e f u l t o t h e members 

1 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p. 141?-142. • 
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o f t h e h o u s e h o l d who m i g h t w i s h t o w a l k o r t o r e a d t h e r e 

when t h e g a l l e r y was n o t i n u s e f o r some o t h e r p u r p o s e . 

F o r e x a m p l e , i n The P u r i t a n , M a r y 1 s _ ^ s u i t o r , S i r J o h n 

P e n n y d u b , w a l k s a l o n g t h e g a l l e r y , a n d , f r o m h e r 

g a l l e r y , Tomasine-, i n M i c h a e l m a s Term, l i s t e n s t o t h e 
2 

p l a n s o f Quomodd. 

By t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h e k i t c h e n q u a r t e r s h a d 

f r e q u e n t l y b e e n e n t e n d e d b e y o n d t h e m e d i e v a l p l a t t d 

and b y t h e t i m e o f E l i z a b e t h t h e y u s u a l l y c o n s i s t e d o f 

a p a n t r y , b u t t e r y , and k i t c h e n . A l t h o u g h t h e y w o u l d • 

be a s i m p o r t a n t i n t h K m a n a g e m e n t o f t h e h o u s e a s any o t h e r 

o f t h e r o o m s , y e t t h e r e a r e b a r e l y h a l f a d o z e n r e f e r e n c e s 

t o them i n t h e p l a y s . D e l i a 1 s s k i } . ! and e f f e c i e n t y i n 
' 3 • 

a r e shown i n h e r s u p e r v i s i o n o f F r a n k ' s k i t c h e n a r r a n g e m e n t s . 

The m o t h e r i n The P u r i t a n i s f o u n d t u r n i n g a s p i t i n t h e 

k i t c h e n . The c l o w n J f r i T h e L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n shows 
h i s f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h e k i t c h e n q u a r t e r s when he s a y s 
t h a t he c a r r i e s h i s p a n t r y , b u t t e r y , and k i t c h e n w i t h h i m . 

He means t h a t h e h a s w i n e , b r e a d , and meat i n h i s w i d e 
5 

s l o p s . 

1 The P u r i t a n , l . i . p . 4 0 6 . : ' " 

2 M i c h a e l m a s - Term, l l l , i v . 

3 %he L o n d o n P r o d i g a l , 1 1 1 , i i i . p . 3 9 0 . 
4 The P u r i t a n , 11,i,p.406. 

rr.5. The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , 2 4 4 8 7 2 4 6 0 . 
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D e s p i t e t h e c o n v e n i e n t e n l a r g e m e n t o f t h e k i t c h e n - u f 

q u a r t e r s and t h e g e n e r a l i m p r o v e m e n t i n t h e a p p e a r a n c e f 

o f t h e o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e h o u s e t h a t r e s u l t e d f r o m t h e 

u s e o f h a n g i n g s , wood p a n e l l i n g and p l a s t e r , t h e E l i z a 

b e t h a n d w e l l i n g was s t i l l f a r f r o m b e i n g c o m p l e t e l y 

c o m f o r t a b l e . The h o u s e h o l d e r fead two c o n s t a n t p r o b l e m s . 

I t was e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t t o r e m a i n c l e a n and t o k e e p 

warm. However, tli e E l i z a b e t h a n d i d n o t s u f f e r f r o m a s 

g r e a t d i s c o m f o r t as t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y man m i g h t h a v e 

done u n d e r s i m i l a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s , f o r t h e p r o b l e m s o f 

p e r s o n a l and o f h o u s e h o l d c l e a n l i n e s s d i d n o t appe a r 

a a g r e a t t o t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s a s t h e y do t o u s . Many 

s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y L o n d o n e r s h a d n e v e r t a k e n a b a t h 

i n t h e i r l i v e s . I t i s r e p o r t e d o f E l i z a b e t h t h a t she 

h a d h a d o n l y one. F i r k , ithThe S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , c a r r i e s 

h i s d i s r e g a r d f o r w a t e r e v e n f u r t h e r . He o b j e c t s s t r o n g l y 
1 

t o t h e s u g g e s t i o n - t h a t he wash h i s f a c e . F r a n k , t h e 

a p p r e n t i c e i n E a s t w a r d Ho, i n h i s d e s i r e f o r a b a t h t u b 

i s t h e e x c e p t i o n r a t h e r t h a n t h e r u l e . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , 

H o t s p u r ' s c o n d e m n a t i o n o f t h e " d a i n t y l o r d " i s t h e o u t c o m e 
3 

o f t h e s t a n d a r d s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y o p i n i o n . 

P e r h a p s f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e E l i z a b e t h a n seemed t o be 

s l i g h t l y more c o n c e r n e d o v e r an u n c l e a n h o u s e t h a n o v e r 

3T i h e snp_ejnakebs' EoJ^day., 1 1 , i i i , 2 0 - 2 3 . 

2 E a s t w a r d Ho, I V , i i , 3 0 0 - 3 0 5 . 
3 H e n r y jfey. P a r t 31 . 1, i i i , 2 9 - 6 8 . 
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a d i r t y f a c e . No d o u b t t h e g r e a t e r , c o n c e r n comes f r o m 

t h e e x t r e m e d i s c o m f o r t c a u s e d b y t h e u s e o f r u s h e s a s 

a f l o o r c o v e r i n g . T h e y b o i h h e l d t h e d i r t and d e c a y e d 

as t h e y w e r e t r o d d e n o n . The o d o r o f t h e s e t r a m p l e d r u s h e s 

was n o t v e r y p l e a s a n t and t h e E l i z a b e t h a n t r i e d t o c o v e r 

i t b y s p r e a d i n g p e r f u m e t h r o u g h o u t h i s r o o m s . C a s t i n g 

b o t t l e s , s u c h as t h o s e a l r e a d y m e n t i o n e d , w e r e u s e d f o r 

t h i s p u r p o s e . 

The p r o b l e m o f w a r m th was a p p a r e n t l y o f e v e n more 

i m p o r t a n c e t o t h e E l i z a b e t h a n t h a n any r a i s e d b y l a c k 

o f c l e a n i l e s s ; f o r , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e r i c h h a n g i n g s and 

t h e p l a s t e r e d w a l l s , b o t h o f w h i c h s e r v e d a u s e f u l as 

w e l l a s an o r n a m e n t a l p u r p o s e , t h e h o u s e s r e m a i n e d c o l d . 

A l t h o u g h H a r r i s o n m e n t i o n s s t o v e s and l i s t s chimney.ss 

and f i r e p l a c e s a s among t h e t h r e e t h i n g s t h a t h a v e 

" m a r v e l l o u s l y a l t e r e d " f o r t h e b e t t e r s i n : e h i s d a y , t h e 

c i t i z e n ' s h o u s e was, i n m o s t c a s e s , f a r t o o c o l d f o r c o m f o r t . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e d o c t o r ' s s e r v a n t i n The Honefefr Whore 

s a y s t h a t H i p p o l i t o ' s h o u s e was " c o l d e r t h a n a c i t i z e n ' s 
S 

h o u s e i n J a n i v e r y ' J " 

H a r r i s o n ' s d i s c u s s i o n o f two o t h e r a l t e r a t i o n s w i l l 

s e r v e t o i n t r o d u c e t h e d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e h o u s e f u r n i s h i n g s . 

•here, i n d e e d , t h e r e h a d b e e n a g e e a t c h a n g e f r o m m e d i e v a l 

t i m e s , a l t h o u g h o t h e r w i s e t h e i n t e r i o r a n d t h e e x t e r i o r 

o f t h e h o u s e h a d r e m a i n e d much t h e same. The E l i z a b e t h a n 

c o u l d i n c r e a s e h i s c o m f o r t t h r o u g h t h e u s e o f new a n d 
L- The Honest. Whore, - IV, i v , P. 166. _ 
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i m p r o v e d f u r n i t u r e e v e n i f h e c o u l d do l i t t l e a b o u t 

w a r m t h a n d c l e a n l i n e s s . 

H a r r i s o n f i r s t m e n t i o n s t h e g r e a t "amendment i n 

l o d g i n g " . A l l t y p e s o f f u r n i t u r e h a d i m p r o v e d i n h i s 

d a y . I n t h e p l a c e o f t h e o l d p a l l e t o f s t r a w t h e goodman 
2 

f r e q u e n t l y h a d a c o m f o r t a b l e b e d w i t h a m a t t r e s s : 

The f u r n i t u r e o f "our h o u s e s a l s o 
e x c e e d e d and i s g r o w n i n manner e v e n t o p a s s i n g 
d e l i c a c y ; and h e r e i n I do n o t s p e a k o f t h e 
n o b i l i t y and g e n t r y o n l y , b u t l i k e w i s e o f t h e 
l o w e s t s o r t i n m o s t p l a c e s o f o u r s o u t h c o u n t r y 
t h a t h a v e a n y t h i n g a t a l l t o t a k e t o , I . . L i k e w i s e 
i n t h e h o u s e s o f k n i g h t s , g e n t l e m e n , m e r c h a n t m e n , 
and some o t h e r w e a l t h y c i t i z e n s , i t i s n o t 
unknown t o b e h o l d g e n e r a l l y t t h e i r g r e a t p r o v i s i o n 
o f t a p e s t r y , t u r k e y w o r k , p e w t e r , b r a s s , f i n e l i n e n , 
and t h e r e t o c o s t l y c u p b o a r d s o f p l a t e , w o r t h f i v e "• 
o r s i x h u n d r e d o r a t h o u s a n d p o u n d s t o be deemed b y 
e s t i m a t i o n . B u t a s h e r e i n a l l t h e s e s o r t s do f a r 
e x c e e d t h e i r e l d e r s and p r e d e c e s s o r s , a n d i n n e a t n e s s 
and c u r i o s i t y t h e m e r c h a n t a l l o t h e r , so i n t i m e s 
p a s t t h e e o s t l y f u r n i t u r e s t a y e d t h e r e , w h e r e a s 
now i t i s d e s c e n d e d y e t l o w e r e v e n u n t o i n f e r i o r 
a r t i f i c i e r s and many f a r m e r s , who b y v i r t u e o f 
t h e i r o l d and n o t o f t h e i r new l e a s e s , h a v e f o r 
t h e . m o s t p a r t l e a r n e d a l s o t o g a r n i s h t h e i r c u p 
b o a r d s w i t h p l a t e , t h e i r j o i n e d b e d s w i t h t a p e s t r y 
and s i l k h a n g i n g s , and t h e i r t a b l e s w i t h c a r p e t s 
and f i n e n a p e r y , w h e r e b y t h e w e a l t h o f t h e c o u n t r y 
(God b e p r a i s e d , t h e r e f o r e , a n d g i v e u s g r a c e t o 
e m p l o y i t w e l l ) d o t h i n f i n i t e l y a ppear. 

3 

S e c o n d l y , H a r r i s o n m e n t i o n s t h e i m p r o v e m e n t i n t a b l e w a r e . 

P e w t e r i s t a k i n g t h e p l a c e o f t h e wooden t r e n c h e r : 

. . . F o r so common w e r e a l l s o r t s o f t r e e n s t u f f 
i n o l d t i m e s t h a t a man s h o u l d h a r d l y f i n d f o u r 
p i e c e s o f ' p e w t e r '(of'"which one' was~peradvef£u're • 
a s a l t ) i n a g o o d f a r m e r ' s h o u s e . . . . b u t now h e 

1 H a r r i s o n ' s D e s c r i p t i o n o f E n g l a n d . B o o k l l . c a p . x i i . p . 2 4 0 . 

2 loc^ct-b. 

3 I b i d . l l , x i i , p p . 2 3 8 . T ; 2 3 9 . 
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t h i n k s h i s g a i n s s m a l l t o w a r d t h e end o f . 
h i s t e r m i f he h a v e n o t s i x o r s e v e n g e a r ' s 
ren<£, l y i n g b y h i m , t h e r e w i t h t o p u r c h a s e a 
new l e a s e , b e s i d e s f a i r g a r n i s h o f p e w t e r on 
h i s c u p b o a r d , w i t h so much more i n o d d v e s s e l s 
g o i n g a b o u t t h e h o u s e , t h r e e o r f o u r f e a t h e * 
b e d s , so many c o v e r l i d s and c a r p e t s o f t a p e s t r y , 
a s i l v e r s a l t , a b o w l f o r w i n e ( i f n o t a w h o l e 
n e s t ) and a d o z e n o f s p o o n s t o f i n i s h u p t h e 

; ; s u i t . 
1 

I s h a l l t u r n a g a i n t o t h e p l a y s f o r c o n f i r m a t i o n ; , , 

o f H a r r i s o n ' s s t a t e m e n t s . F o r e x a m p l e , among t h e f u r n i s h 

i n g s o f B e l l a f r o n t ' s room a r e a c u p b o a r d , d r e s s i n g t a b l e , 

2 
and l o o k i n g g l a s s e s . I n a n o t h e r p l a y , I l e a r n t h a t S i r 
A l e x a n d e r Wengave o r d e r s s t o o l s f o r m o s t o f h i s g u e s t s , 

3 

b u t a c h a i r for o l d S i r John. T h r o a t o r d e r s s t o o l s f o r 

t h e g e n t l e m e n and a c u s h i o n f o r t h e h e i r e s s , and, a t 
4 

t h e same t i m e , he d e s i r e s a f i r e i n t h e g r e a t c h a m b e r . 

S t o o l s and c u s h i o n s w e r e n o t t h e o n l y s u b s t i t u t e s f o r 

c h a i r s , ^ a r g e o a k c h e s t s s e r v e d e q u a l l y w e l l . F o r i n s t a n c e , 

t h e one t h a t s t o o d a t t h e b o t t o m o f t h e b e d i n H o g's room 

and i n w h i c h he k e p t h i s a c c o u n t s c o u l d b e u s e d a l s o a s 
5 

a b e d r o o m c h a i r , C a n d i d o h a d a b o x o f t h i s s o r t i n w h i c h 

he k e p t h i s r o b e s o f s t a t e . T h e s e c h e s t s f u l f i l l e d 

t h e f u n c t i o n s o f s t o r a g e w a r d r o b e s and o f s e a t s . I n 

t h e same p l a y , The H o n e s t Whore, t h e r e i s a h vamusing 
1 H a r r i s o n ' s D e s c r i p t i o n o f $ n g l a n d . B o o k n . n a p . Y i M . 

p p . 2 4 0 - 2 4 1 . ~~ 
2 The H o n e s t Whore, P a r t 1, 1 1 1 , i i i , p . 1 4 5 . 

3 The ^ o a r i n g G i r l , p . 1 4 3 . 
4 £§i A l l e y , 1 1 , i , p p . 3 0 0 - 3 0 1 . 
5 The Hog H a s r L o J t H i s P e a r l , V, p . 4 8 4 . 
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i n c i d e n t t h a t i n v o l v e s t h e u s e o f a n o t h e r house&o.ld 

f u r n i s h i n g . When C a n d i d o i s u n a b l e t o g e t h i s r o b e s 

f r o m h i s c h e s t h e t a k e s ' . t h e c a r p e t o f f t h e t a b l e and 

c u t s i t so t h a t he may u s e i t a s a r o b e i n h i s a p p e a r a n c e 
. 1 

b e f o r e t h e s e n a t e . Such, a c a r p e t w o u l d b e s i m i l a r t o 

a f i n e d a m a s k e d o r e m b r o i d e r e d t a b l e c l o t h t o d a y . 

The H o n e s t Whore s u p p l i e s u s w i t h p r o o f o f t h e 

i n c r e a s e d p o p u l a r i t y o f p w t e r w o r k as w e l l a s w i t h 

e x a m p l e s o f o t h e r f u r n i s h i n g s . C a n d i d o ' s w i f e , V i o l a , 
2 

b e c o m e s v e r y a n g r y a t t h e - l o s s o f h e r f i n e p e w t e r c u p , 

I n d i d e n t a l l y , i t c a n b e s e e n f r o m t h e r e f e r e n c e i n t h i s 

a c t t h a t a l l g u e s t s d r a n k f r o m t h e same c u p . T h i s communal 

d r i n k i n g was a s i g n o f c o u r t e s y . I n E a s t w a r d Ho, p e w t e r 
3 

i s u s e d a t t h e i n n i n t h e same f a s h i o n . The w i d o w T a f f a t a 
h a s a g r e a t s t o r e o f t h e new p e w t e r d i s h e s a s w e l l a s 

4 
• a s u p p l y o f f i n e s i e e t s . 

O t h e r p l a y s i l l u s t r a t e - f u r t h e r t h e e x t e n t t o w h i c h 

t h e i m p r o v e m e n t i n t a b l e w a r e w a s s p r e a d i n g among t h e 

d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s . V o l p o n e shows u s t h a t S i r P o l i t i c -

W ould-Be c a r r i e s h i s k n i f e and f o r k a nd s i l v e r t o o t h p i c k 
5 

w i t h h i m i n a s p e c i a l c a s e . H o w e v e r , i t i s i n t e r e s t i n g 

1 The H o n e s t W h o r e , 1 | E t _ l , l l l , i , p p , 1 3 9 , 1 4 0 . 

2 I b i d . , l , v , p p . 1 1 4 - 1 1 5 . 

3 E a s t w a r d Ho, 1 1 1 , i i i . 1 0 - 1 1 , 9 0 - 1 5 5 , 
4 £a£ A l l e y , 1 1 1 , i . p . 3 2 4 . 

5 V o l p o n e , I V , i , 2 6 - 3 0 . 
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t o n o t e t h a t S i r P o l i t i c ' s p o s s e s s i o n o f s u c h s i l v e r w a r e 

was r e g a r d e d as a s i g n o f a f f e c t a t i o n . I n many homes 

t h e new c u s t o m s o f u s i n g p e w t e r f o r e v e r y d a y m e a l s a nd 

o f e a t i n g t h e f o o d w i t h k n i f e a n d f o r k i n s t e a d o f w i t h 

k n i f e and f i n g e r s ahd n o t y e t come i n t o f a v o r . I n many 

homes f o o d was s t i l l s e r v e d i n l a r g e wooden t r e n c h e r s , 

c u t w i t h a k n i f e , and e a t e n w i t h t h e f i n g e r s . B a n n i s t e r , 

f o r e x a m p l e , s a i d t h a t he h a d f e d B a g o t f r o m h i s own -
1 

t r e n c h e r . As f u r t h e r p r o o f i t may b e n o t i c e d t h a t " s e r v a n t s 
2 

were s t i l l o f t e n c a l l e d s c a p e t r e n c h e r s . 

P e r h a p s t h e b e s t c o m p l e t e i l l u s t r a t i o n i n t h e 

p l a y s t h a t s u b s t a n t i a t e s H a r r i s o n ' s c a r e f u l d e s c r i p t i o n s 

o f f u r n i a h i n g s i s f o u n d i n A l b u m a z a r . R e f e r e n c e h a s a l r e a d y 

b e e n made t o t h e u s e o f f i n e h a n g i n g s i n t h i s p l a y . 

A l b u m a z a r ' s c o m p l e t e i n s t r u c t i o n s p r o v i d e more e v i d e n c e 
3 

t h a n a s o l i t a r y e x a m p l e : 

P a r l o u r t o be sw e p t c a r e f u l l y , 
Washed, r u b b e d , p e r f u m e d , h a n g e d 
R o u nd f r o m t o p t o b o t t o m , 
W i t h p u r e w h i t e l u n a r y t a p e * r y o f n e e d l e w o r k . 
B u t ' t w e r e c l o t h o f s i l v e r , ' t w e r e much b e t t e r . 
S p r e a d a l l t h e f l o o r w i t h f i n e s t H o l l a n d s h e e t 
And o v e r t h i s , f a i r damask t a b l e c l o t h : 
An a l t a r i n t h e m i d s t , l e a d e d w i t h p l a t e 
O f s i l v e r b a s o n s , e w e r s , c u p s , c a n d l e s t i c k s , 
F l a g o n s , and b e a k e r s ; s a l t s , c h a r g e r s , c a s t i n g b o t t l e s 
'Twere b e t t e r n o t t o m i s s some b o w l s o f g o d . 

The d e s c r i p t i o n s a n d e x a m p l e s g i v e n a b o v e r e f e r 

p r i m a r i l y t o t h e homes o f t h e w e l l - t o - d o c i t i z e n s o r t o 

1 Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , l . i i i . p . 3 5 3 . 

2 The M i s e r i e s o f ^ f o r m e d M a r r i a g e , p.471}. 

3 A l b u m a z a r . 1 1 , i v , p . 3 3 8 . 
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t h o s e o f t h e g e n t r y ! B u t a s » h a v e i n d i c a t e d . , n o t a l l 

L o n d o n e r s w e r e a b l e t o l i v e i n s u c h c p n f o r t a b l e s u r r o u n d * 

i n g s o r t o i n d u l g e i n new p e w t e r o r I n f l o c k b e d s . N e a r 

t h e o u t s k i r t s o f t h e c i t y o r i n t h e s u b u r b s w ere many 

p o o r c homes i n w h i c h p e o p l e l i v e d a b a r e e x i s t e n c e . 

Among t h e s e h o u s e w e r e t h o s e o f t h e d e b t o r s a nd c o u r t e z a n s . 

The h o u s e o f C o b , t h e w a t e r c a r r i e r , o f . E v e r y Man i n 

H i s Humouri w o u l d b e i n s u c h a l o c a l i t y . F r om t h e d e s 

c r i p t i o n s o f i t g i v e n i n t h e p l a y we may g a t h e r t h a t i t 
1 • 

was e x t r e m e l y s i m p l e . I n Ram A l l e y W i l l i a m S m a l l s h a n k s 

i s p i c t u r e d c o m i n g f r o m a s i m i l a r s m a l l a n d s q u a l i d 

h o u s e when he i s f o r c e d t o l i v e i n the- s u b u r b s t o e s c a p e 
2 

i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r d e b t . T h a t t h e a s s o c i a t i o n s o f t h e 

h o u s e s o f t h e s u b u r b s w e r e f r e c e n t l y a s u n s a v o r y as t h e i r 

a p p e a r a n c e may b e s e e n f r o m o t h e r p l a y s . P r a t e w a r n s 
3 

h i s w i f e n o t t o go t o t h e h o u s e s i n t h e s u b u r b s a n d 

M i s t r e s s Openwork a c c u s e s h e r h u s b a n d o f k e e p i n g a 

s e c o n d h o u s e a nd a m i s t r e s s i n t h e n a r r o w s t r e e t s n e a r 
4 

t h e w a l l s o f t h e c i t y , 
1 E v e r y M a n ~ i n H i s Humour, I V , i i . v i i i . 
2 Ram A l l e y , 1 , i , p p . 2 7 1 - 7 3 . 
3 Th§ Dumb K n i g h t , 1 1 , i , p . l 3 5 . 
4 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p . 1 6 0 . 



14§ 

I n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , a s h a s b e e n s e e n , t h e 

f u r n i s h i n g s o f t h e L o n d o n h o u s e s w e r e g r a d u a l l y i m p r o v i n g 

and i n many o t h e r ways t h e s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g was r i s i n g . 

T h i s r i s e , h o w e v e r , was n o t r e f l e c t e d i n a l l p a r t s o f 

h o u s e h o l d m a n a g e m e n t . - T a b l e s m i g h t b e s e t w i t h f i n e new 

p e w t e r d i s h e s , b u t t h e amount o f f o o d s e r v e d a n d t h e 

f a s h i o n o f p r e p a r i n g i t h a d n o t b e e n much c h a n g e d b y 

t h e i n c r e a s e o f w e M t h i n t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . 

T h u s , we may g r o u p t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s and m e d i e v a l 

men t o g e t h e r a n d , when we {compare t h e i r e a t i n g h a b i t s 

w i t h o u r own, we s h a l l f i n d t h a t we e a t much l e s s . I n 

o u r e y e s t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s seem t o h a v e c o n s u m e d a t r e m e n 

d o u s amount o f f o o d . T h e i r m e a l s were b o t h l a r g e r a n d 

more f r e q u e n t t h a n o u r s . C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e a v e r a g e 

E l i z a b e t h a n was as a p t t o f a l l i n t o t h e m e d i e v a l s i n o f 

g l u t t o n y as h a d b e e n . a n y o f C h a u c e r ' s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . 

T h e y n o t o n l y o v e r a t e w h i l e a t t a b l e b u t , f r o m t h e p l a y s , 

i t seems t h a t f o o d was e v e r p r e s e n t i n t h e i r m i n d s . 

P r e s i d e n t imThe Dumb K n i g h t makes c o n s t a n t r e f e r e n c e s t o 
1 

e a t i n g a n i i E y r e ' s t e r m s o f a f f e c t i o n f o r h i s w i f e c o n s i s t 
2-

a l m o s t e n t i r e l y o f w o r d s t h a t h a v e t o do w i t h f o o d . Many 

a L o n d o n e r , no d o u b t , w o u l d h a v e a g r e e d w i t h S i r A n drew 

A g u e c h e e k ' s o p i n i o n t h a t l i v i n g was e a t i n g and d r i n k i n g . 3 

1 t h e Dumb K n i g h t , l , i , 1 2 6 . 
2 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , l l , i v , 1 5 8 , ( e e l ) $ 1 1 1 , i , 

92, ( s a u s a g e ) . 
3 T w e l f t h W i g h t , 1 1 , i i i , 1 1 . 
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The f o o d s e r v e d , although-.: g r e a t e r i n quantity* 

was much t h e same a s t h a t e a t e n t o d a y . A l i s t g i v e n b y 

• k a r r i s o n c o n t a i n s many names w i t h w h i c h we. a r e f a m i l i a r : 

...But howsoever t h i s case standeth, white meats, 
milk, butter andcheeee, which were (never ao 
deere i n my time, and) wont to be accounted <af 
as one of the c h i e f stays throughout the Hand, ar 
are now reputed as food appertinent o n l i e to the 
i n f e r i o r sort, whilest such as are more wealthie, 
doo feed upon the f l e s h of a l l kind of c a t t e l 
accustomed to be eaten, a l l sorts of f i s h taken 
upon our coasts and fresh r i v e r s , and such diver
s i t y of wild and tame foules as are either bred 
i n oar Hand or brought over unto us from other 
countries of the maine. 

In number of dishes and change of meat, the 
n o b i l i t i e s of England do most exceed, s i t h 
there i s no daie i n maner that passeth over 
t h e i r heads wherein they have not on l i e beefe 
mutton, veale, larabe, k i d , pork, conie, capon, 
p i g or so manie of these as the season yeeldeth; 
but also some portion of the red or fallow deere, 
beside great v a r i e t i e of f i s h and wilde foule, 
and thereto sundrie other d e l i c a t e s . . . . 

1 
The gentlemen and merchants keep much about 

one rate, and each of them contenteth himself with 
foure, f i v e or s i x dishes when they have but some 
resort,...To be short, at such times as the merchants 
do make t h e i r ordinarie or tfoluntarie feast, i t i s 
a world to see what greet provision i s made o i a l l 
maner of d e l i c a t meats, from everie quarter of 
the countrie, wherein, besides they are often 
comparable herein to the n o b i l i t i e s of the 
land, they w i l l , seldome regaad anything that 
the butcher k i l l e t h , but r e j e c t the same as not 
worthy to come In place. In such cases also 
g e l i f f e s ( o f a l l colours, mixed with a v a r i e t i e 
i n the pepjsesentation of sundrie f l o u r e s , herbs, 

1 Harrison's Description o f England. Book 11,cap. v i 
pp.144-145. 
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trees, formes of beasts, f i s h , foules and. 
f r u i t s , and thereunto marehpaine wrought with 
no small euriositie, tarts of diverse hewes and 
sundrie denominations,) conserves (of old f r u i t s 
forren and home-bred) suckets, codinacs, marmilats, 
marchp aine, gingerlsre ad, sugerbr e ad, f l o r ent ine s, 
wild foule, venison of a l l sorts and (sundrie) 
outlandish confections. 

1 
In the plays of the '.day there are many references 

to large meals and to those who loved the eapens served 
at them. Falstaff i s the best known of tne later. 
Capon i s almost* as prominent in his mind and in his 
l i s t 8 as the intolerable deal of sack used to moisten 

2 
l i t t l e bread. In James IVY Slipper has similar tastes. 
He obtains ale and toast, capon and beef and drinks 

3 
claret in a bowl of silver. In Ram Alley, the Sergeants 
feed on capon, teals, and woodcocks from the Sherriff's 

4 
own taM.e. Capon, lambs, pheasants, pigeons, as well 
as rhenish, white, greek, muscadel, sherry, and canary 

5 
wine are the sorcerer's requirements inAlbumzar. 

Ngt a l l the Elizabethans,! however, ate such large 
meals..The food of the lower classes was not so pl e n t i f u l 
or so varied as that mentioned above. Many times the 
workman had to be satisfied with bread and cheese. When 
Sir John Oldcastle and his wife ese ape? from the inn i n 

1 Harrison's Description of England, Book ll,eap.vi, 
p.148. 

2 Henry IV, Part 1. 11,iv,580-601. 
3 James 1V> 960-990, 
4 £an Alley, IV, 1, p.344. 
5 Albumazar. l l , i i i , p , 3 4 0 . 
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carrier's clothes they find bread and cheese i n the 
1 

packs of the horses. Cromwell remembers that his father's 
former servants had given him b read, and cheese an3 hot 

2 
cheese cakes when he was a boy. Also, Radagon's ifiather 
rebukes him for his pride by reminding him that he had 

3 
eaten Jaread and cheese and been satisfied. 

It i s interesting to note, that, whatever the class 
of the Elizabethan, food was important to him both as 
a source of sustenance and as a means of expressing 
celebration and compliment. In.many cases i t had a further 
.use as a standard of measurement for wealth and position. 
For example, venison i s spoken of as a delicacy i n 

4 
Miehae Imas Term. One1s position i n l i f e i n that play 
is judged by one 1s opportunity to serve venison. When 
Susan i s considering marriage she feels that i f she 
marries Lethe she w i l l have venison to eat. On the other 
hand, i f ahe marries Easy she w i l l have no venison 
but will' h w e a complete table service wi^v va' • '-"it- V 

5 
salt, cloth, and a trencher. 

Elaborate and loaded dishes on a taftbe not showed 
the wealth of the citizen, but were sometimes a symbol 
of aiSimily or business celebrate. When important guests \ Siaoido,kt£^Qlagnutle* > V,ix,pp.345-346. 

2 Thomas. Lord'Cromwell. IV,Ii,p.363. 
3 The Looking Glass for London. 1248-2250. 
4 Michaelmas Term. l,i,209-210. 
5 Ibid.,11,iii,50-90. 
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came to dinner r i c h and carefully cooked dishes 
the best plate and pewtej? were placed on the finest 

damask linen that the merchant owned. No doubt such 
preparation was necessary when the patient Candido 

1 
asked the Neopolitan lords to v i s i t him. George a 
Greene has simpler fare than Candido would offer, 
but he was equally proud of i t . He invites the Earl of 
Kendal and his train to eat beef hung since .Martinmas 

2 
and wafer cakes. Bellafroht, on the other hand, forms 
an interesting contrast. She prefers to save the best 
dishes for herself. She thinks that wine i s sufficient 
for her guests, but as soon as they leave the house she 

3 

orders a lunch of larks to be brought to her. 
In addition to everyday entertaining, such as 

that i l l u s t r a t e d abofre, great feasts were given onmany 
ceremonial occasions, whether they were national, local, 
or personal. The Lord Mayor's Banquet was one of the best 
known of the public feasts. There are many references to 
i t not only in the plays but in the chronicles of London 
amd in the records of the livery companies. From these 
sources menus of such large feasts may be obtained. On 
a lower level, weddings, deaths, or promotions also called 
for feasts. Humble Radagon had forty pence i n cakes and 

1 The Honest Whore. • Part::lit l.v .P.116. ' : ' " 
2 George k Greene. 620. 
3 The Honest Whore, -gart. 1.11 i, pp. IZ-4 -MS. 
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1 

ale spent on his christening. Eyre feasts the apprentices 
2 

in Leadenhall on his becoming Lord Mayor. 
I f the citizen were not entertaining.in his hoiue 

or joining M great feasts he might take his friends 
to the orditoayy. This was the combined restaurant and 
delicatessan of the day where food or wine and prepared 
meals eouldb e obtained. One could have dinner in the 
ordinary or order a hot meal to be brought to one's 
home. The inn served much the same purpose as the 
ordinary. Taverns, however, were more l i k e l y to be the 
background for dieing and drinking than for eating. 

The plays contain many scenes set in taverns, ordi-
nariies or inns. Jh'.The London Prodigal Delia and Frank 

3 
are taken to a street eafe by their father and friends. 
The men order wine for themselves and small beer for 
the g i r l s and cakes to eafc with their drinks. The gallants 
and their courtezans also meet at inns and ordinaries. 
At such a time wine was more frequently served than 

r 4 
food, spendal and Nan Sweetman, for example, order hippocras. 

I have said that the citizen might extend courtesy 
to his friends by inviting them to dinner ±n his own 
house, by joining then i n great feasts or by taking them 
to th-e ordinary. There was yet another way in which food 

1 The Looking Glass for London. 1303-1310. 
2 The Shoemakers' Holiday. V, i v . 
3 The London Prodigal. l,ii,pp.374-375. 
4 Greene's Tu Quoque. p.194. 
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might cement friendship. It might fce used as a g i f t . 
Instances of this custom also occur i n the plays. Nutmeg 
and ginger as well as a pair of mittens are sent to 
young QcdHwell on the continent from friends and relatives 

1 
at home. The citizen's wife in The Knight of the Burning 

2 
Pestle offers Ralph a stick of liquorice. Volpone offers 

3 
Corbaccio's wife food and sweetmeats. 

Naturally, the most popular g i f t of food was candy 
or cake. TherElizabethan was very fond of the former, 

4 
Candies are among the requirements of Albumazar. He wants 
boxes of white comfit and marchpane, dry sueket, maca
roons and diet bread. The ship that made Simon Eyre's 
fortune carried prunes, almonds and sugar candy as well 
as the more practical carrots and turnipa. From the Hog 
Has Lost His Pearl i t i s learned that marmalade was 
considered a delicacy as much to be desired as candy. 
Young Wealthy t e l l s Rebecca that she i s a witty marmalade 

6 
eater. Many other things that we ahould consider food 
were c l a s s i f i e d as candy by the Elizabethans. Furthermore 
some of our candies were fce,g;arde<Lf as medicinal •tti'£h&3. 

1 Thomas, Lord Cromwell, l,ii,p,355. " 
2 The Knight of The Burning Pestle, l,i,72-75. 
3 Volpone. Ill,viii,200-205. 
4 Albumazar. l l , i i i , p , 3 4 0 . 
6 The. Shoemakers' Holiday, 111,1,171-181 
6 The Hog Has Lost His Pearl. 11,p. 451, 



For instance, sugar was more a medicine than a sweetening. 
Tobacco was sometimes regarded as medicine. The advice 
that Lady P o l i t i c gives to Volpone concerning the cure 
of his illn e s s would i l l u s t r a t e many of the ideas c ,S..:-

1 
on fbedicine common among a l l classes of Elizabethans. 

Lady P; Alas, good soulsji the passion of the heart. 
Seed-pearl were good now, boiled with syrup of apples, 
Tincture of gold, and coral, c i t r o n - p i l l s , 
Your elecampane root, myrobolanes-
Finally, a l l varieties of food and drink might 

serve one other purpose, when the Elizabethan wished 
to pay a compliment or to make a new acquaintance he 
used taste as his emissary. In this way Rash sends 

2 
a quart of maligo to Spendal. C i v i t , when he wished 
to makel.the acquaintance of his future father-in-law, 

3 
sends him a bottle of wine. This habit i s commended 
by the courtesy books and was much in favor with the 
citizen. 

1 v o l p o n e . A c t m T - i v y R O - ^ I 

2 Greene's Tu Quooue. p.196. 
3 The London Prodigal. 3»,i,p.376. 
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I shall now turn from the sur\gy of the house 
furnishings of the Elizabethans to a consideration of 
their clothing. The treatment this subject in E l i z a 
bethan literature follows much the same lines as the 
discussion of dress has taken throughout the centuries. 
The similarity of tone may be understood when i t i s 
remembered that changing fasMon has nearly always been 
regarded from the one viewpoint, that i s , as the l e g i t i 
mate butt of ridicule. Consequently, literature dealing 
with i t has been almost uniformly s a t i r i c . 

This satiric tone has arisen from the fact that 
reformers, whether of Elizabeth's time or of the centuries 
preceding or following the sixteenth, have f e l t that 
changes in style and useless ornamentation in dress have 
been developed as a result of man's overwhelming pride. 
They have condemned as selfish the individual's desire, 
given form through his clothing, to emphasize his 
separation from those whom he considered less fortunate. 

Elizabeth, the only person exempt from open ridicule, 
i s the best symbol of the excess that provoked attack 
in the sixteenth century. Many of her protraits show 
the jewelled farthingale, the doublet, the slashed and 
ornamented sleeves, the enormous ruff, the elaborately 
dressed wig characteristic of the period. Such clothing, 
worn by a lesser person, almost invariably aroused the i 
ire of both dramatists and pamphleteers. 
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As might he expected, therefore, there are many 
and varied references i n the plays to a l l types of 
dress f o r there was an endless series of changed i n 
sty l e to he described, examined, r i d i c u l e d . I n many 
msfoae*̂  moreover, the attitude taken by the dramatists 
was not motivated s o l e l y by a desire to r i d i c u l e f o r 
r i d i c u l e ' s sake. To numerous writers i n a l l f i e l d s 
the change i n a t t i r e was f e l t to be the r e f l e c t i o n 
not only of i n d i v i d u a l pride, but, i n some manner, 
of the change i n the economic s i t u a t i o n i n the sixteenth 

1 
century. 

At the beginning of the Elizabethan era cl o t h i n g 
was f a i r l y standardized, but i t did not remain so. At 
f i r s t , vestiges of the influence of the feudal system 
were evident i n the dress of the time and, as a r e s u l t , 
many classes of society could be i d e n t i f i e d by t h e i r 
c l o t h i n g . Tbis s i t u a t i o n , however, changed as the 
wealth of the Elizabethan merchant grew, f o r when the 
tradesman found that h i s money had given him powers 
equal to that of the noble, he decided that he wanted 
hi s r i s e i n society to be r e f l e c t e d i n h i s clot h i n g . 
Therefore, as h i s wealth and influence increased, h i s 
clothes grew more and more luxurious and fa n t a s t i c and 
more akin to those of the n o b i l i t y . The r e v o l t i n dress 
that he i n i t i a t e d quickly spread to other ranks i n society. 
~T c f . Harrison's comments on the improvement of housing 

and f u r n i t u r e . Above pp. 142.-143 
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i n o r d e r t o i m p o s e a c l e a r a n d v i v i d p a t t e r n u p o n 

t h e h e t e r o g e n o u s m e d l e y o f raid-Elizabethan c o s t u m e I 

h a v e d e c i d e d t o u s e o n e a r t i c l e o f c l o t h i n g a s a s y m b o l 

a n d t o t r a c e i t t h r o u g h i t s c y c l e o f c h a n g e s o t h a t i t 

m a y s e r v e a s a c h a r t t o i n d i c a t e t h e c o u r s e o f d e v e l o p m s n t 

i n o t h e r p a r t s o f E l i z a b e t h a n a t t i r e . My s y m b o l w i l l b e 

t h e r u f f . I t w a s w o r n b y b o t h m e n a n d w o m e n , a n d a s i t 

w a x e d a n d w a n e d s o d i d t h e f a r t h i n g a l e a n d t h e n e t h e r s t o c k s . 

T h e r u f f b e g a n a s a s i m p l e " f a i l i n g " b a n d o r c o l l a r . 

S u c h i t w a s a t t h e t i m e o f H e n r y V l l l . H i s c o l l a r d i f f e r s 

l i t t l e f r o m t h a t w o r n b y $ h e p i l g r i m o r r t h e l a d y i n t h e 

t i m e o f C h a u c e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e k i n g i s s a i d t o h a v e 

b e e n t h e f i r s t p e r s o n t o w e a r t h i s b a n d a b o u t h i s n e c k . 

T h e b a n d w a s e i t h e r o f l i n e n o r c a m b r i c a n d w a s u s u a l l y 

e m b r o i d e r e d . A t f i r s t i t w a s a b o d t a n i n c h o r t w o i n 

d e p t h . T h e f a l l i n g b a n d m e r g e d w i t h t h e F r e n c h p & e a t e d 

u p r i g h t c o l l a r t o f o r m t h e E l i z a b e t h a n r u f f . I t i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g t o n o t e t h a t t h e f i r s t E l i z a b e t h a n r u f f s 

w e r e m a d e b y a m a n n a m e d H i g g e n s w h o l i v e d n e a r t h e o u t s k i r t s 

o f L o n d o n o n a r o a d f i r s t c a l l e d P i c a d i l l y i n t h e r e i g n 

o f E l i z a b e t h . T h e r u f f e t h a t h e m a d e w e r e c a l l e d p i c a r d e l s 

o r p i c a d e l s . 

A s t i m e w e n t o n t h e r u f f s b e c a m e v e r y e l a b o r a t e 

a n d v e r y l a r g e . T h e y w e r e o r n a m e n t e d w i t h l a c e o r w i t h 

p e a r l s . E v e n t u a l l y , a n y o n e w e a r i n g t h e m o s t f a s h i o n a b l e 

r u f f l o o k e d a s i f h i s h e a d h a d b e e n f o r c e d t h r o u g h a 
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g i g a n t i c p l a t t e r . 

T h e r u f f s w e r e s o l a r g e a n d t h e m a t e r i a l s , l i n e n 

o r c a m b r i c , o f w h i c h t h e y w e r e m a d e , w e r e s o l i g h t t h a t 

s o m e m e t h o d h a d t o b e f o u n d t o s u p p o r t o r t o s t i f f e n 

t h e m . A t f i r s t t h e r u f f w a a b a c k e d b y a w i r e f r a m e w o r k . 

B u t t h i s m e t h o d o f s u p p o r t c h a n g e d w h e n , i n 1564, a 

D u t c h g e n t l e m a n ' s d a u g h t e r c a m e t o L o n d o n a n d t a u g h t t h e 

u s e o f s t a r c h . F r o m t h a t t i m e o n t h e r u f f s w e r e s t a r c h e d , 

A f u r t h e r a i d t o f a s h i o n w a s f o u n d i n 1570 w h e n m e t a l 

p o k i n g s t i c k s w e r e i n t r o d u c e d . T h e s e w e r e l o n g s t i c k s 

u s e d t o p o k e t h e p l e a t s o f t h e s t a r c h e d r u f f i n t o p l a c e . 

1 
T h e r e a r e m a n y r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e s e i n t h e p l a y s , T h e y w e r e 

c a r r i e d f r o m p l a c e t o p l a c e b y t h e w e a r e r o f t h e r u f f , 

a n d , a s t i m e w e n t o n , b e c a m e o r n a m e n t a l a s w e l l a s u s e f u l . 

T h e y w e r e s o m e t i m e s m a d e o f s i l v e r a n d w e r e d e c o r a t e d 

w i t h a d e l i c a t e d e s i g n . A s a c o n s e q u e n c e o f t h e e a s e 

w i t h w h i c h t h e r u f f c o u l d n o w b e s t a r t e h e d a n d a d j u s t e d 

m a n y m o r e w e r e w o r n . T h e r e w a s m o r e l i n e n a n d c a m b r i c i n 

t h e d r a p e r s ' s h o p s t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , a n d m a n y o f t h e c r i e s 

o f t h e s h o p s e r v a n t s w e r e m a d e u p o f t h e w o r d s , " f i n e c a m b r i c , 

f i n e l a w n . " 

B e f o r e t h e c r a z e f o r t h e r u f f d e c l i n e d o n e m o r e 

r i d i c u l o u s v a r i a t i o n i n ± t t o o k p l a c e . F o r s o m e r e a s o n 

o r o t h e r y e l l o w s t a r c h , r a t h e r t h a n w h i t e , b e c a m e v e r y 

1 c f . T h e Y o r k s h i r e T r a g e d y . I f . 

T h e H o n e s t W h o r e . P a c t 1,.I,^ : 
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popular. The ci t y fathers, the ministers, and the 
chief guild masters did a l l they could to stop the use 
and to ruin ther popularity of the new starch, for to 
them i t was only another evidence of unnecessary extrava
gance. ;^AB;event" that they regarded as a lucky coin
cidence gave them an opportunity to try to degrade yellow 
starch i n the eyes of the public. This chance <name at the 
height of the craze when the woman who made i t was 
condemned to death for a crime t o t a l l y unconnected with 
her profession. The cit y authorities thought that,if 
they could associate yellow starch and criminal activity 
i n the public mind, they would halt the purchase of i t . 
Therefore, they ordered that the woman, the executioner, 
and a l l the other o f f i c i a l s should wear yellow starched 
ruffs when the death sentence was carried out. They displayed, 
however, a singular lack of knowledge of crowd psychology. 
As a result of the interest aroused by their commands 
the execution/ground was thronged on the day of the woman's 
death and almost immediately; yfllow starched ruffs became 
more popular than they had every been. References i n the 
drama vouch for the yellow ruff's popularity. 

The variations i n the ruff that have been described 
il l u s t r a t e the height to which extravagance in clothes 
developed i n Elizabeth's day. Similar fads in other articles 
of clothing w i l l be noted in succeeding pages. As has 



\<5Q 

been said both they and the r u f f r e f l e c t the changes 

in economic values that took place during t h i s time; 

The inereaee i n the cost of the r u f f i l l u s t r a t e s most 

v i v i d l y the r i s e i n pric e s that both grew out of and 

formed part o f the new values. For example, i n 1560 a 

gentleman could get a r u f f f o r twelve pence. In 1620, 

at the height of the craze when r u f f s were a foefi deep, 

he could not get one f o r l e s s than four pounds. 

The c l o t h i n g of the women of the wealthy classes, 

whether that of the noble or of the commoner, w i l l 

be discussed now to add further dletails to our picture 

of EaizSbethan London.'..The changes that took place i n 

t h e i r c l o t h i n g w i l l substantiate the conclusions already 

made on extravagance and changing s^Jles i n regard to the 

r u f f . 

The dress of these women consisted of a f u l l s k i r t 

and a long doublet or bodice. The bodice came to a point 

farbbelow the hips i n front.An elaborate fan was often 

suspended from the point of the bodice. I t was more an 

ornament than a u s e f u l a r t i c l e . The doublet furnished 

additional evidence of the love of ornamentation. I t was 

frequemtlp sewn with imitation or genuine precious stones. 

Any number of pendants or necklaces might hang over the 

already heavily jewelled dress. Similar decoration was 

c a r r i e d out i n the sleeves. Ear^f/in the period they had 

been t i g h t , ending i n points or i n lace over the hands 
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a n d h a v i n g a s m a l l r o l l a t t h e t o p i L a t e r t h e y b e c a m e f u l l 

a n d w e r e s l a s h e d s o t h a t c o n t r a s t i n g m a t e r i a l c o u l d s h o w 

t h r o u g h t h e o p e n i n g s . S h o r t l y b e f o r e 1 6 2 0 , t h e s l e e v e s 

b e e s a m e n a r r o w a g a i n , b u t t h ^ p u f f a t t h e t o p r e m a i n e d 

s l a s h e d a n d e m b r o i d e r e d . 

T h e f u l l s k i r t w a s a l s o o r n a m e n t e d a n d o f r i c h -

m a t e r i a l , b u t i t d i d n o t e x p a n d a n d c o n t r a c t a s t h e s l e e v e 

h a d d o n e . T h e E l i z a b e t h a n s k i r t s t a r t e d w i t h a s l i g h t f l a r e 

a n d e n d e d i n j p r d s a n d y j a r d s c o f m a t e r i a l s u p p o r t e d b y a n 

e l a b o r a t e a r r a n g e m e n t o f w i r e t h a t w a s c a l l e d a f a r t h i n g a l e . 

T h i s v o l u m i n o u s h o o p e d s k i r t f o r c e d t h e w e a r e r t o s i t 

i n a c h a i r w i t h o u t a r m s . A t f i r s t t h e h o o p s w e r e c o m p l e t e l y 

c i r c u l a r , b u t l a t e r t h e y w e r e m a d e f l a t i n f r o n t s o t h a t 

t h e s k i r t s . m i g h t b e e a s i e r t o m a n a g e t h a n t h e y h a d b e e n . 

T h e r e w a s e q u a l e x t r a v a g a n c e i n t h e d r e s s i n g o f w o m e n ' s 

h a i r . A s t h e p e r i o d a d v a n c e d t h e h e a d t i r e s b e c a m e i n c r e a s 

i n g l y f a n t a s t i c . E a r l y i n E l i z a b e t h ' s r e i g n t h e h a i r h a d 

b e e n w o r n i n a s i m p l e f a s h i o n . T h e j g m n g u n m a r r i e d w o m a n 

h a d w o r n i t l o o s e o r h a d t i e d i t w i t h a r i b b o n . T h e m a r r i e d 

w o m a n h a d p i l e d i t i n b r a i d s a n d c u r l s . B u t , b y t h e 1 5 9 0 ' s , 

e l a b o r a t e w i g s a n d h a i r t i f c e s b e c a m e t h e f a s h i o n . E v e n t h e 

w o m a n w h o d i d n o t w e a r w i g s w o r e f a l s e f r o n t s . T h e h a i r , 

w h e t h e r o n e 1 s o w n o r i n a w i g , w a s p i l e d a n c l i p u f f e d a n d c u r l e d 

a n d i n t e r w o v e n w i t h r o p e s o f p e a r l s . ' I n m a n y e a s e s , i t 

w a s i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e w o m a n t o w e a r , a h a t a n d a s c r a p o f 

l a c e s e r v e d t h e p u r p o s e . 
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I t i s e a s y t o see Tom s u c h eostumes e o u l d lend. 

t h e m s e l v e s t o t h e v a n i t y o f t h e w e a r e r , w h e t h e r t h e woman 

were queen o r commoner. S o c i a l p o s i t i o n and w e a l t h e a i d 

b e i n d i c a t e d by damasked v e l v e d and f i n e l i n e n . P e r s o n a l 

b e a u t y c o u l d be h e i g h t e n e d toy f i n e j e w e l s . On t h e o t h e r 

h a n d , d e f e c t s in" f i g u r e o r i n p o s t u r e c o u l d b e c o n c e a l e d 

b y s k i l f u l b o n i n g inKthe d o u b l e t , by e x t r a f u l n e s s i n t h e 

s k i r t , o r by b u i l t up s h o e s . G e r t r u d e ' s t a i l i r , f o r e x a m p l e , 

says t h a t he c a n amend a f a u l t i n h e r w a i s t b y r e b o n i n g 
1 

h e r d o u b l e t . 

The men o f t h e w e a l t h y c l a s s i n E l i z a b e t h ' s e r a were 

j u s t as c l o t h e s c o n s c i o u s as were t h e women end were j u s t 

as apt t o wear v e r y h i g h h e e l s t o o b t a i n an e x t r a i n c h 

o f h e i g h t . I n f a c t , i f a c o u n t were made, i t w o u l d be 

f o u n d t h a t t h e p l a y s c o n t a i n more;referenee53to m e n ' s a t t i r e 

t h a n t o women's. These e x a m p l e s , n o t only/prove t h a t t h e 

E l i z a b e t h a n male wore as b r i g h t l y c o l o r e d and as V a r i e d a 

costume as d i d t h e woman, b u t a l s o show t h a t t h e c l o t h i n g 

o f b o t h s e x e s went t h r o u g h somewhat s i m i l a r c y c l e s o f 

c h a n g e . The men as w e l l as t h e women wore t h e l o n g o r n a 

mented d o u b l e t . T h e i r r u f f s showed t h e same t y p e o f e x a g g e r a 

t i o n . The s l e e v e s and t h e t r o u s e r s o f t l e > B l i z a b e t h a n man 

e x p r e s s e d h i s i n d i v i d u a l l o v e o f ornament j u s t as t h e 

s l e e v e s and t h e f a r t h i n g a l e o f t h e woman r e f l e c t e d h e r s , 

l E a s t w a r d H P . i . i i . v a - a f e . 



162 

I t was i n these two p a r t s o f h i s costume t h a t the most 

marked changes took p l a c e s 

In the b e g i n n i n g o f the p e r i o d the s l e e v e s o f the 

man's doublet were t i g h t and p l a i n andthe upperstoeks 

o r t r o u s e r s were a l s o r e l a t i v e l y narrow a n 3 . u n o r n a m e n t e d . 

L a t e r , about the middle o f the E l i z a b e t h a n e r a , the men's 

s l e e v e s became f u l l and s l a s h e d as thosecaf the women had 

done, andlHong f u l l upper s t o c k s , t h a t are most n e a r l y 

p a r a l l e l e d by contemporary " p l u s f o u r s , " took the p l a c e 

o f the narrow t r o u s e r s . These, l i k e the s l e e g e s , were 

s l a s h e d , ornamented, and j e w e l l e d . T f the i l l u s t r a t i o n s 

o f t h i s p e r i o d make the women lo o k l i k e g a l l e o n s . i n 

f u l l s a i l , t h e y make tbemen loo k l i k e n o t h i n g so much as 

a c o n f i g u r a t i o n s o f b r i g h t l y c o l o r e d and connected squashes. 

In time, the l o n g baDoon-like t r o u s e r s gave way to s h o r t , 

s l a s h e d and extremely p u f f e d upperstoeks. Then the l e g s 

were covered w i t h l o n g s i l k s t o c k i n g s o f a l l c o l o r s . These 

are the ne t h e r s t o c k s such as F a l s t a f f d e c i d e d t o sew i n 

h i s repentance. The" s t o c k i n g s were h e l d up w i t h " p o i n t s , " 

o r e l a b o r a t e g a r t e r s , j e w e l l e d and h i g h l y embroidered. 

F i n e f l e a t h e r shoes, sometimes a l s o ornamented, cowered 

the f e e t . A t the same time as the trousersGTCQhtracA^d, 

the s l e e v e s t i g h t e n e d again and r e t a i n e d onlyifhe s l a s h e d 

p u f f at the t o p . The u n f o r t u n a t e male now resembled a 

lo n g legged b e e t l e . 
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Both men and. women wore c l o a k s over t h e i r costumes. 
Ahe women wore a lo n g one t h a t c o v e r e d most &f the s k i r t , 

hut among the men the sh o r t I t a l i a n tjjrpekwas p o p u l a r 

throughputs the g r e a t e r p a r t o f the r e i g n . I t was, however, 

more o f t e n worn by the g a l l a n t o r by the s o l d i e r o r by 

the p r o d i g a l son o f a merchant "than by the c o n s e r v a t i v e 

c i t i z e n . The g a l l a n t and the pa«ydig?LL,who wore weapons, 

wanted a c l o a k t h a t would not h i n d e r the use o f sward and 

dagger. The c i t i z e n , who c a r r i e d n o t h i n g more dangerous 

than a s t i c k , wanted r one t h a t would g i v e warmth. Consequently, 

he o f t e n p r a i s e d the o l d E n g l i s h f r e i z e mantle. 

The costumes immediately d e s c r i b e d would o r i g i n a l l y 

be those o f the members o f the n o b i l i t y . However, as has 

been i n d i c a t e d , between the yea* s, 1590-1620, such a t t i r e 

became the d r e s s o f the wealthy c i t i z e n s w h i l e t h e t r a d i 

t i o n a l c l o t h i n g t h a t r e f l e c t e d c l a s s d i v i s i o n s was r e t a i n e d 

o n l y Hp. the c o n s e r v a t i v e s o r by the members o f the poor 

and lower c l a s s e s . F o r example, women who d i d n ot have 

enough meney t o f o l l o w changing f a s h i o n s d r e s s e d i n the 

manner t h a t had been eustormary f o r c i t i z e n s * wives i n 

former r e i g n s . They wore gowns o f heavy m a t e r i a l , u s u a l l y 

woven inone c o l o r , e i t h e r b l u e o r brown, smetim.es w i t h 

wnite c o l l a r s i n the s t y l e o f the f a l l i n g band. T h e i r 

b o d i c e s ended i n the normal w a i s t l i n e and were j o i n e d t o 
s l i g h t l y g a t e r e d SKirts. ^he s l e e v e s were o n l y f u l l enough 

< 
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t o a l l o w c o m f o r t a b l e m o v e m e n t . S h o e s w e r e b l a c k a n d s o m e t i m e s 

h a d w o o d e n p a t t e n s o r c l o g s t o p r o t e c t t h e f e e t i n w e t 

w e a t h e r . O v e r t h e h a i r , w h i c h w a s p l a i n l y d r e s s e d , t h e s e 

w o m e n w o r e a t i g h t f i t t i n g w h i t e c a p o r c o i f . 

T h e m e n o f t h e l o w e r c l a s s e s a n d t h e c i t i z e n s w h o 

b e l i e v e d i n t h e o l d w a y s w e r e a ! s d p l a i n l y d r e s s e d . T h e y 

w o r e a d o u b l e t w i t h a s i m p l e c o l l a r l i k e t h a t o f t h e 

w o m e n , s l i g h t l y f u l l t r o u s e r s , a n d p l a i n d a r k c o l o r e d 

n e t h e r s t o c k s . O v e r t h i s c l o t h i n g t h e y p l a c e d t h e o l d 

f a s h i o n e d l o n g c l o a k . T h e i r h a t s w e r e o f s o m b r e d a r k 

f e l t , u n o r n a m e n t e d w i t h f e a t h e r s o r j e w e l s . 

T h r o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d t h i s t r a d i t i o n t h a t e v e r y 

m a n s h o u l d d r e s s a c c o r d i n g t o h i s c l a s s w a s k e p t i n o n e 

o r t w o i n s t a n c e s o t h e r t h a n t h e s e m e n t i o n e d a b o v e . T h e 

b u f f j e r k i n r e m a i n e d t h e w e a r o f t h e s o l d i e r . F a l s t a f f 

w e a r s a b u f f j e r k i n a r f l l O a t h i r u T h e P u r i t a n i s i n t r o d u c e d 

a s " m y k i n s m a n , g a n d e r , i n t h e b u f f - j e r k i n " . S i m i l a r l y , 

t h e j u s t i c e s o f t h e p e a c e , a n d i m p o r t a n t m e m b e r s o f t h e 

g u i l d s w o r e c l o t h i n g t h a t h a d b e e n d e v e l o p e d i n m e d i e v a l 

t i m e s t o s i g n i f y t h e i r f u n c t i o n s . I t c o n s i s t e d o f a l o n g 

l o o s e g o w n , t r i m m e d w i t h f u r , v e r y m u c h l i k e t h e c o l l e g e 

g o w n o f t o d a y a n d a f l a t c a p . 

I t h a s b e e n n o t e d p r e v i o u s l y t h a t t h e w e a r o f t h e 

a p p r e n t i c e s a l s o w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e u n i f o r m b u t t h a t i t 

w a s n o t r e t a i n e d i n e v e r y i n s t a n c e . T h e r e v o l t o f t h e 
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y o u n g w o r k m e n a g a i n s t f l a t c a p s a n d b l a c k s h o e s h a s b e e n 

d i s c u s s e d a n d n e e d n o t b e d e a l t w i t h S r d e t a i l a g a i n . 

M a n y E l i z a b e t h a n E n g l i s h m e n w e r e d i s t r e s s e d b y t h e 

f a c t t h a t a d h e r e n c e t o t r a d i t i o n a l c o s t u m e w a s t o b e f o u n d 

i n a s t e a d i l y d e c r e a s i n g n u m b e r o f i n s t a n c e s . T h e y w e r e 

a f r a i d o f t h e g r o w i n g d i v e r s i t y i n s t y l e s o f e l o t h i n g . 

T h e y f e l t t h a t t h e r i d i c u l o u s m e d l e y a r o u n d t h e m i m p l i e d 

s o c i a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n , a n i l ' t h e y l o o k e d w i s t f u l l y . t o t h e 

p a s t w i t h i t s o r d e r l y s o c i a l s y s t e m a n c l i t s s t a n d a r d i z e d 

c l o t h i n g . T h e y b e l i e v e d t h a t u n i f o r m i t y w a s a s i g n o f 

s e c u r i t y . H a r r i s o n ' s c o m m e n t s o n t h e e l o t h i n g o f E l i z a -

1 
b e t h ' s t i m e i l l u s t r a t e t h e t h o u g h t o f s u c h c n s e r v a t i v e s : 

< A n E n g l i s h m a n , e n d e a v o r i n g s o m e t i m e t o w r i t e 

o f o u r a t t i r e , m a d e s u n d r y p l a t f o r m s f o r h i s p u r p o s e , 

s u p p o s i n g b y s o m e o f t h e m t o f i n d s t e a d f a s t g r o u n d 

w h e r e o n t o b u i l d t h e s u m o f h i s d i s c o u r s e . B u t . i n t h e 

e n d ( l i k e a n o r a t o r l o n g w i t h o u t e x e r c i s e ) h e ; , s a w * 

w h a t a ' . d i f f i c u l t p i e c e o f w o r k h e h a d t a k e n i n 

h a n d , h e g a v e o v e r h i s t r a v a i l , ansHonly d r e w a 

p i c t u r e o f a n a k e d m a n u n t o w h o m h e g a v e a p a i r o f 

s h e a r s i n o n e h a n d , a n d a p i e c e o f c l o t h i n t h e 

o t h e r t o t h e e n d h e s h o u l d s h a p e h i s a p p a r e l a f t e r 

s u c h f a s h i o n a s h i m s e l f l i k e d , s i t h h e e o u l d f i n d 

n o k i n d o f g a r m e n t t h a t c o u l d p l e a s e h i m a n y w h i l e 

t o g e t h e r , a n d t h i s h e c a l l e d a n E n g l i s h m a n . . . . 

2 

. . . N e i t h e r w a s i t e v e r m e r r i e r w i t h E n g l a n d 

t h a n w h e n a n E n g l i s h m a n w a s k n o w n a b r o a d b y h i s 

o w n ' " ? c l o t h , a n d c o n t e n t e d h i m s e l f a t h o m e w i t h 

h i s f i n e c a r s e y h o s e n a n d a m e a n s l o p ; h i s c o a t < $ 

g o w n , a n d a c l o a k o f b r o w n , b l u e o r p u k e , w i t h 

s o m e p r e t t y f u r n i t u r e o f v e l v e t o r f u r a n d a 

d o u b l e t o f s a d t a w n y , o r b l a c k v e l v e t , o r o t h e r 

c o m e l y s i l k , w i t h o u t s u c h c u t s a n d g a r i s h c o l o u r s 

a s a r e w o r n i n t h e s e d a y s , a n d n e v e r b r o u g h t i n b u t 

1 H a r r i s o n ' s D e s c r i p t i o n o f E n g l a n d . B o o k l l . c a p . v i i . 
p p . 1 6 7 - 1 6 8 . " ~ ' 

2 I b i d . p . 1 7 1 - 1 7 2 . 
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by the consent of the French, who think themselves 
the gapst men wnen they have tney most d i v e r s i t i e s 
of jags, and change of colours. Certes of a l l 
estates our merchants do lea s t a l t e r t h e i r a t t i c e 
and, therefore, are most to be commended, f o r 
al b e i t tha£ which they wear be very f i n e and co s t l y , 
yet i n form and colour i t represented a great piece 
of ancient gravity appertaining to c i t i z e n s and 
burgesses, a l b e i t the^grunger sort of t h e i r wives, 
both i n a t t i r e and c o s t l y housekeeping, cannot 
t w l l when and where to make an end, as being 
women indeed i n whom a l l kind of c u r i o s i t y i s to 
be found and seen, andin f a r greater measure than 
i n women of high c a l l i n g . 

By 1590 the r e v o l t against standardized dress, 

lamented by Harrison some tv/enty years e a r l i e r , had 

extended to every rank of society i n which some amount 

of wealth enabled men and women to follow current fashions. 

At the same time, adverse c r i t i c i s m of farthingales and 

hoods spread from t r e a t i s e s , such as The Description Qf  

England , to conduct books and to plays. R i d i c u l e of new 

fashions i s p a r t i c u l a r l y v i o l e n t i n the drama. Consequently, 

the plays of the period f u r n i s h examples not only of ; h 

the c l o t h i n g of each c l a s s but also of the changes within 

each group and of the varied.reactions to the new s t y l e s . 

I s h a l l now give incidents from the drama to i l l u s t r a t e 

the general discussion of dress set f o r t h i n the previous 

pages. 

The f i r s t group that w i l l be discussed i n the l i g h t 
of the the evidence found intkhe plays w i l l be oomposed 

of young serving men, of apprentices, journeymen, and !,u 
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y o u n g m a s t e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h o s e w h o , f o r s o m e r e a s o n 

o r o t h e r , w e r e a b l e t o d r e s s i n t h e l a t e s t f a s h i o n . T h i s 

c h o i c e h a s b e e n m a d e f o r t w o r e a s o n s . I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , 

s u c h y o u n g m e n m i g h t b e e x p e c t e d t o f o l l o w n e w c u s t o m s . 

I n t h e s e c o n d p l a c e , b e c a u s e o f t h e i r o c c u p a t i o n s , t h e y 

w o u l d b e i n f l u e n c e d m o s t f o r c i b l y b y c h a n g i n g e c o n o m i c 

c o n d i t i o n s . T h e y w o u l d b e i n t h e c e n t r e o f e o n s t a n f e b u y i n g 

a n d s e l l i n g . T h e r e f o r e , t h e y w o u l d b e i n a p o s i t i o n t o s e e 

t h e i r m a s t e r s b e c o m i n g w e a l t h y a n d t o r e f l e c t t h e c h a n g e 

i n t h e p o s i t i o n o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s i n t h e i r c l o t h i n g a n d 

i n t h e i r s p e e c h . 

T h e b e s t e x a m p l e o f t h e i n t e r a c t i o n o f a l l t h e e e 

f o r c e s i s B u b b l e i n G r e e n e ' s T u Q u o q u e . B u b b l e h a d b e e n 

a s e r v i n g n a n a n d h a d w o r n t h e b l u e l i v e r y o f h i s c l a s s . 

B u t fchen h e c o m e s i n t o a n i n h e r i t a n c e a n d c h a n g e s p l a c e s 

w i t h h i s m a s t e r , G e r v a s e . H e m a r k s h i s n e w p o s i t i o n b y 

s e n d i n g G e r v a s e i m m e d i a t e l y t o t h e m e r c e r ' s . A s h e i s n o w 

g o i n g t o d r e s s i n t h e l a t e s t f a s h i o n h e o r d e r s s e v e n 

e l l s o f r h o r s e f l e s h c o l o r e d t a f f a t a , n i n e y a r d s o f y e l l o w 

s a t i n a n d o ^ r a n g e t a w n y v e l v e t a n d a f i n e b e a v e r m e l a n c h o l y 

1 

h a t . 

S p e n d a l , t h e j o u r n e y m a n , L e t h e , a n d S l i p p e r h a v e 

s i m i l a r u n e x p e c t e d g o o d f o r t u n e a n d r r e a c t i n f a i r l y 

u n i f o r m ? f a s h i o n . H o w e v e r , a l t h o u g h S p e n d a l f u r n i s h e s a n 

I G r e e n e ' s T u Q u o q u e . p p . 1 8 9 . 2 0 9 . 
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example o f extravagance i n h i s d i c i n g and d r i n k i n g , 

i n h i s c l o t h i n g he remains c o n s e r v a t i v e . He r e t a i n s the 

wear o f the c i t i z e n . .Staines, w i t h whom he q u a r r e l s , says 

contemptuously t h a t Spendal d r e s s e s l i k e a c i t i z e n d e s p i t e 
1 

h i s wealth. But Lethe, whose f a t h e r was a tooth,-drawer, 

marks h i s r i s e from one c l a s s to another as Bubble had 

done. He exchanges h i s s u i t o f kers e y green f o r one o f 
2 

white s a t i n . S i m i l a r l y , S l i p p e r , the servant i n James IV, 

q u i c k l y f o r g e t s the o b l i g a t i o n s and the c l o t h i n g o f h i s 

former p o s i t i o n and uses the money he o b t a i n e d by s t e a l i n g 
to have a f i n e d o u b l e t made o f m a t e r i a l t h a t c o s t f i v e 

3 

g r o a t s a y a r d . The do u b l e t i s t o be ornamented by b e i n g 

c u t l i k e battlements o f c u s t a r d and edged withCoventry 

S l u e . Furthermore, S l i p p e r d e s i r e s t o have shoesooT f i n e 

c a l f l e a t h e r and to wear a eword and dagger f o r f a s h i o n ' s 

sake. I t ahs been seen t h a t Q u i c k s i l v e r shows h i s d i s t a s t e 

t o r t r a d i t i o n a l c l o t h i n g i n s i m i l a r f a s h i o n . He a l s o 

c a r r i e s a sword. 

Not a l l servingmen and a p p r e n t i c e s i n the p l a y s 

were extravagant o r d e s i r e d t o f o l l o w new f a s h i o n s . 

Some o f them condemned "newfangledness" as s t r o n g l y as 

- Q r e e n e t s - Q U O q u e t p < 223l 

2 Michaelmas Term. I l l , i . 3 0 . 

3c'.James IV. IV, i i i , 1745-1820. 

4 Eastward Ho, l , i , ( s t a g e d i r e c t i o n s ) 
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H a r r i s o n . The s e r v i n g man, O l i v e r , i n A Y o r k s h i r e 

Tragedy v o i c e s the o p i n i o n s o f the members o f t h i s 

group. To him the e x t r a o r d i n a r y c l o t h i n g t h a t h i s 

f e l l o w s e r v a n t , Sam, has brought from London i s p r o o f 

o f the wickedness o f t h e c i t y . He says, "have we n o t 

as good p o k i n g - d t i c k s i n the c o u n t r y as need be put i n 
1 

the f i r e ? " 

The next group to be oonsideeed i s t h a t made up 

o f wealthy merchants. I n the p l a y s t h a t d e a l w i t h them 

exampleS'of moderation and o f extravagance i n d r e s s may 

be found s i m i l a r t o those a l r e a d y noted i n the case o f 

t h e i r s e r v a n t s . Some o f the^men-among—the merchant 

ranks f o l l o w e d f a s h i o n as a s s i d u o u s l y as e i t h e r Bubble 

o r Q u i c k s i l v e r had done. Young Flowerdale was such a 

man. He i s a member o f the new wealthy c l a s s . H i s f a t h e r 

had been a hardworking merchant and had s u p p l i e d h i s «onc 

w i t h more than enough money to dress i n the l a t e s t f a s h i o n . 

He expected the young man, i n r e t u r n , to c a r r y on the 

f a m i l y b u s i n e s s i n h i s absence. Young Flowerdale, however, 

spent litfc&e o f h i s time i n t r a d e arofemaeh o f h i s allowance 

on c l o t h e s . He had an exaggerated i d e a o f the importance 

1 jA Y o r k s h i r e Tragedy. i , i , p . 4 2 7 . Sam d e s c r i b e s h i m s e l f : 
^You see I am hanged a f t e r the t r u e s t f a s h i o n ; three 

h a t s and two g l a s s e s bobbing upon them; two rebato w i r e s 
upon my b r e a s t , a capcase by my s i d e , a brush at my back 
an almanack i n my pocket and t h r e e b a l l a d s i n my c o d p i e c e . 
Nay I am a t r u e p i c t u r e o f a common sewing man." 
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o f h i s appearance. For i n s t a n c e , he c u r s e s h i s t a i l o r 

because t h e l a t t e r had s p o i l t a s u i t o f peach c o l o u r e d 
1 

s a t i n c u t upon c l o t h o f s i l v e r . I n O l d F o r t u n a t u s t h e r e 

i s a r e f e r e n c e to the M a t e r i a l t h a t wealthy young men l i k e 

Flowerda\le would buy when they wanted to appear i n the 
2 

l a t e s t mode. From o t h e r p l a y s we l e a r n t h a t i t was not 

only/the young c i t i z e n s o f wealth and p o s t i o n whossuccumbed 

t o the f a s c i n a t i o n o f dLoth o f s i l v e r . Even the corc^ •PWnt 
and moderate Candido i s swayed by a d e s i r e f o r f i n e c l o t h e s . 

H i s r i c h a p p a r e l i s d e s c r i b e d when h i s servant, Roger, 
3 ' 

p u t s i t on a t the i n s t i g a t i o n s o f Candido's w i f e , V i o l a . 

There were, on the o t h e r hand, many e s t a b l i s h e d 

c i t i z e n s who d i d not f a v o r gaudy c l o t h i n g and who kept 

to the o l d customs i n d r e s s . P r a t e , the lawyer, f o r exanple, 

i s adamant i n h i s r e f u s a l to acknowledge the charm o f 

n o v e l t y i n a t t i r e . He, who had condemned extravagance i n 

household management, frowns e q u a l l y on o s t e n t a t i o n i n 

c l o t h e s , d e s p i t e h i s w i f e ' s c o n s t a n t demands t n a t he 
4 

keep pace w i t h f a s h i o n i n both matters. P r a t e was not alone 

i n t h i s a t t i t u d e . When he was f o r c e d , through circumstances 

both u n f o r t u n a t e and l u d r i c r o u s , t o wear a p p a r e l r i c h e r 

1 The London P r o d i g a l , l , i i , p . 3 7 5 . c f . l . i . p . 3 7 3 . 

2 O l d F o r t u n a t u s . l , i i , 135-140. 

3 The Honest Whore, P a r t 1, 111,1,pp.141-142. 
4 The Dumb K n i g h t . I , i , p l 2 5 . 



than t h a t c u s t o m a r i l y found among the members o f h i s 

c l a s s , he i s reprimanded f o r doing so by the K i n g , who 

f e e l s t n a t t h e l a t e s t f a s h i o n does not become the c i t i z e n . 

A d e s c r i p t i o n o f the sober c l o t h i n g f a v o r e d by both P r a t e 

and the Senate i s g i v e n by the f u r i o u s Duke Alphonso who, 
2 

#ust as u n w i l l i n g l y , has to wear the lawyer's c i t y g a r b . 

The a t t i t u d e o f Downright i n Eve r y Man i n H i s Humour 

supports the one t h a t P r a t e t a k e s t o c l o t h i n g . Downright 

i s extremely c o n s e r v a t i v e i n h i s d r e s s . He wears a l o n g 

c l o a k o f sober r u s s e t c o l o r and has i t l i n e d , n ot w i t h 

a b r i g h t c o n t r a s t i n g shade as the f a s h i o n o f the day 
3 

demanded, but wit h a s i m i l a r d u l l r u s s e t . 

Two examples w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t t o show t h a t c l o t h e s 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s such-aas has been d e s c r i b e d extended as 

f a r as the unemployed s o l d i e r s and the i n d i g e n t g a l l a n t s 

o f the c i t y . C a p t a i n P u f f w i l l serve as the pro t o t y p e 

o f the S o l d i e r who i s d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h h i s b u f f j e r k i n . 

He hopes t h a t marriage w i t h a wealthy widow w i l l enable 

him to buy t h r e e c l o a k s each l i n e d w i t h a d i f f e r e n t c o l o r , 
4 

as w e l l as a new s u i t . W i l l i a m Smallshankd the r e p r e s e n 

t a t i v e o f the o t h e r group, i s the t y p i c a l swaggering bravo. 
5 

He bo a s t s to the Widow t h a t he i s a complete g a l l a n t , 

1 The Dumb K n i g h t . IV,i,p.199. 

2 I b i d . , I V , i,pp.182-183, 

3 Every Man i n H i s Humour, I V , v i i i , 7 4 - 7 6 , 

4 Ram A l l e y , l l l , i , p , 3 1 4 , 

5 I b i d . , I l l , i , p . 3 4 0 . 
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However,-Widow T a f f e t a i s unimpressed by t h i s tfaunfe f o r 

she has seen and judged many such men on the s t r e e t s o f 

London.She contemptuously informs Smallshanks t h a t a f i n e 

g a l l a n t i s a " f e l l o w w i t h h i s hat tucked up behind, about 

h i s neck a s t a n d i n g c o l l a r t o keep h i s neck feand c l e a n , 

who wears a d i r t y s h i r t , a f e l l o w t h a t has no i n s i d e s but 

p r a t e s by r o t e as do p l a y i E S and sparrows. I n h e r d e f i n i t i o n 

a complete g a l l a n t was formed by a mercer, made by a t a i l o r 
1 

and g i v e n spir'it-tey-- a plasFeasr-^^e^itese^ptlon-'-eould be 
i l l u s t r a t e d by many such men i n the p l a y s . 

When we t u r n from the s o l d i e r and the g a l l a n t t o 

c o n s i d e r the dr e s s o f the women i n the drama, i t w i l l 

be seen t h a t n ot a l l the feminine c h a r a c t e r s , i n t h e i r 

judgement o f the importance o f c l o t h i n g , d i s p l a y the 

common sense o f the Widow T a f f a t a . T h e i r e x c e s s i v e 

concern w i t h d r e s s , lamented as e a r l y as H a r r i s o n ' s day 

s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s e d . The p l a ^ s f u r n i s h more than adequate 

i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f t h i s i n t e r e s t and g i v e many d e s c r i p t i o n s 

o f the f a n t a s t i c . d r e s s f a v o r e d by the women o f the time. 

In o r d e r t h a t the d i s c u s s i o n o f feminine c l o t h i n g 

may be e a s i l y f o l l o w e d , the woramn w i l l be d i v i d e d i n t o 

groups s i m i l a r to those a l r e a d y used i n g i v i n g examples 

o f the d r e s s o f the men i n the drama. Thus, the c i t i z e n s ' 

wives and dauj&ers w i l l precede She c o u r t e z a n s and s e r v a n t s ; 

i Ram AlX|£7 111,1,p.340". : 
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and, whenever possible, both sides'of the picture w i l l 
be given. Moderation and extravagance w i l l again be 
contrasted. 

The Shoemakers' Holiday, that has provided a starting 
point many times in the course of this essay w i l l give 
us our f i r s t example of a citizen's wife. Margery Eyre, 
the principal female character in this play, w i l l most 
suitably introduce this group, because she stands midway 
between the old and the new, between the preaching of 
t h r i f t and the growth of extravagance. For instance, 
she cautions her husband in his tise of time aniimoney; yet, 
although she works in the shop, she cannot help being swept 
off her feet by Simon' honours. She feels that her position 
as EheriffJ'Sfwife c a l l s for the purchase of a farthingale 

1 

and a French hood. But from the excitement that she 
shows when she thinks that she i s now able to buy such 
articles of dress, i t can be assumed that,up to the time 
of Simon's appointment as Sheriff, Margery had worn the 
standard costume of a citizen's-wife, a sober dress with 
a slightly gathereda skirt and a tight f i t t i n g linen coi«, 
Margery, coming as she does at the beginning of the period 
of most marked merchant expansion, i s moderate in her 
demands. Gertrude and her mother, who apjaear in a play 
written later than The Shoemkers' Holiday, show no such 
restraint. By their time merchant wealth was taken for 

I The Shoemakers' Holiday, l l l . l v . 43-46. 

http://lll.lv


g r a n t e d a n d t h e c i t i z e n s ' w i v e s r e g a r d e d e x p e n s i v e 

f a r t h i n g a l e s a n 3 f i n e h o o d s a s t h e i r p e r o g a t i v e s : 

G e r . I t e l l y o u I c a n n o t e n d u r e i t , I * m s t 

h e a l a d y : d o y o u w e a r y p u r c o i f -\1 .-v.". :.-:Z<:-:-:^ii 
w i t h a l o n d o n l i c k e t , y o u r s t a m m e l p e t t i d o a t 

w i t h t w o g u a r d s , t h e b u f f i n g o w n w i t h t h e 

t u f t - t a f f e t y < e a p e , a n d t h e v e l v e t l a c e . I m u s t 

b e a l a d y , a n d I w i l l b e a l a d y . I l i k e s o m e 

humoKS o f t h e C i t y d a m e s w e l l : t o e a t c h e r r i e s 

o n l y a t a n a n g e l a p o u n d , g o o d X t o d y e r i c h 

s c a r l e t b l a c k , p A e t t y l l o l i n e a g r o g r a m 

g o w n c l e a n t h r o u g h w i t h v e l v e t , t o l e r a b l e ] 

T h e i r p u r e l i n e n , t h e i r s m o c k s o f t h r e e p o u n d s a 

s m o c k a r e t o b e b o r n e w i t h a l j B u t s p u r m i n c i n g 

n i c e r i e s , t a f f a t a p i p k i n s , d u r a n c e p e t t i d o a t s 

a n d s i l v e r b o d k i n s - G o d ' s m y l i f e , a s I S M L L I 
b e a l a d y , I c a n n o t e n d u r e i t ! . . . . 

F r a n k , i n T h e L o n d o n P r o d i g a l i s a n o t h e r e x a m p l e 

o f t h e t y p e o f L o n d o n w o m a n e x e m p l i f i e d b y G e r t r u d e . 

S f t i e i B v e r y h a p p y w h e n h e r h u s b a n d , C i v i t , p r o m i s e s t o 

2 

d r e s s h e r a s a . r i c h c i t i z e n ' s w i f e s h o u l d b e d r e s s e d . 

S h e e x p e e t s t o h a v e a n y n u m b e r o f F r e n c h h o o d s , f a r t h i n 

g a l e s a n d j e w e l s . S h e a L s o t h i n k s t h a t s h e m u s t w e a r h e r 

h a i r i n t h e l a t e s t f a s h i o n . W h e n L u c e , i n h e r d i s g u i s e 

a s a D u t c h m a i d a p p l i e s t o F r a n k f o r a p o s i t i o n , s h e i s 

a c c e p t e d o n l y b e c a u s e F r a n k b e l i e v e s L u c e c a n d r e s s h a i r 
3 

w i t h g r e a t s k i l l . L o l l i a , t h e w i f e i n T h e D u m b K n i g h t , 

i s e q u a l l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h f i n e c l o t h i n g . S h e d e s i r e s 

a n e s p e c i a l l y e x t r a v a g a n t w i g . 

1 E a s t w a r d H o . l t i t f - 1 7 - 5 4 . ~ 

2 T h e L o n d o n P r o d i g a l . l T i T p . a a s f 

3 I b i d . , l l l , i i i , p . 3 9 0 . 
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L o l l i a . The t i r e p t h e t i r e , made eastle upon 
eastle, jewel upon Jewell, knot upon knot: crowns, 
garlands, gardings, and what not, the hood, the 
rebato, the French f a l l , the loose bodied gown, the 
pin in the hair. 

1 
The courtezans, i f possible, were even more concerned 

with lace and cambric than were the L o l l i a s and Franks of 
the c i t y . Frances, the country wench, and Belief ront, w i l l 
furnish representative of this class. The country wench 
had quickly learned the fashions aodimanners of the town. 
She could swoon as gracefully as any ladyand she knew 
that her head t i r e must be arranged by an expensive 
hairdresser. She forces Lethe to provide a hairdresser 
and fine clothing for her. Thro at,who intends to marry 
^rancisj i s bedevilled by her extravagance as was Lethe 
by that of the country wench. On one occasion he has 
"to ̂ awtS his books to buy a velvet jerkin and a double 

3 
ruff for his lady. Although Bellafront «s clothing cannot 
be inferred from similar demands made upon the men who 
attend her, for she makes;nonej yet cerain details of 
her dress can be gathered from the scenes of The Honest  
Whore. She i s seen mending her white s i l k stockings and 
adjusting her ruff with a poking stick. A later scene 
show® her dressed in a loose gown and a f e l t hat. 

The women who lived, thus, oh the border of society 
were forced to dress well. Their clothes were , in a sense, 

1 The Dumb Knight. i . i . t r a T i 2 i - i ? 9 , — ' 
2 Michaelmas Term. 111,1,1-32. 

' 3 Ram Alfe v. lll,i,p.334. 

4 The Honest Whore, Part 1, 11, i , pp. 117-119.; l l l , i i , p P . i 4 2 -
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p a r t o f t h e i r t r a d e . However, t h e r e were o t h e r men and 

women among the lower c l a s s e s o f the c i t y who d i d n ot c a r e 

about f i n e c l o t h e s and who cannot be r e a d i l y g r o u p e d under 

any f o r m a l heading. Among these would be t h e u n t r a i n e d 

workman, the "rude mechanic", who wore homespun and who 

was f r e q u e n t l y too poor to put more money upon h i s back 

than was a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y . L i t t l e i n f o r m a t i o n can be 

found i n the p l a y s about h i s d r e s s . There i s l e s s o n t h a t " 

o f the keepers o f ..taverns and o f i n n s , although i t i s 

known t h a t M i s t r e s s Q u i c k l y r e s e n t s F a l s t a f f ' s i m p l i c a t i o n 

that-she c o u l d n o t d i s t i n g u i s h between s h i r t s o f f i l t h y 

dowlas and those o f f i n e l i n e n . L a s t l y , among the s o c i a l 

o u t c a s t s and the extremely poor, come the mountebanks, 

clowns and ot h e r c h a r l a t a n s whose c l o t h i n g l i k e t h a t o f 

the courtezans,was paUt o f t h e i r t r a d e . Few r e f e r e n c e s . 

to them occur i n the p l a y s except the e x c e l l e n t d e s c r i p t i o n 
1 

o f tbemountebank g i v e n jniVolpone. 

B e f o r e the s u b j e c t o f c l o t h i n g i s d i s m i s s e d c o m p l e t e l y 

some space must be g i v e n t o a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f a c c e s s o r i e s , 

o f p r e c i o u s agones and o f f e a t h e r s , fe r ornaments, such as 

ne c k l a c e s and f a n s , were reg a r d e d as an important p a r t o f 

costume. Jewels, e s p e c i a l l y , were put to many use's. Two 

methods o f employing them as ornaments have a l r e a d y been 

mentioned. I t has been s a i d t h a t the d u b l e t s o f both 

men and women were f r e q u e n t l y sews with p e a r l s and t h a t 

c h a i n s and n e c k l a c e s were worn by both sexes. Women 

f a v o r e d extremely e l a b o r a t e c h a i n s o r n e c k l a c e s and also 
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l i k e d t o wind p e a r l s i n t h e i r h a i r . Men p e r f e r r e d the 

one f i n e j e w e l suspended on a c h a i n . Anong the members 

o f the g u i l d s a s i n g l e heavy g o l d c h a i n , such as t h a t worn 

by Candido, might be used k7oth f o r ornament and as a 

symbol o f a u t h o r i t y . Stephen, however, p r e f e r s h i s r i n g 

w i t h a posy to a c h a i n . He f e e l s t h a t the posy demonstrates 
2 

h i s ' l i t e r a r y t a s t e . The Hog and the Jew o f M a l t a a l s o havec 

p r e c i o u s stones although i t i s h a t known what they are . 

They a r e e v i d e n t l y o f g r e a t v a l u e f o r much d i s t u r b a n c e 
3 

r e s u l t s when they a r e l o d f c . P a n d o l f o , another merchant, 
f i n d s h i s j e w e l s o f use to f u l f i l the demans o f the s o r c e r e r , 

4 

Albumazar.. I t i s known t h a t , i n many c a s e s , another type 

o f ornament f a v o r e d by the men, the ear jewel» was o f t e n 

o f as much sdfivide to the owner as was Pandolfo ! s l a r g e 

s t o r e t o him. T h i s c o n c l u s i o n may be drawn from the l a r g e 

number o f r e f e r e n c e s i n t h e p l a y s to the panning o f the 

ear j e w e l . F<fcr i n s t a n c e , Matthew i n Every Man i n H i s Humour 
pawns h i s at once when he f a l l s i n t o d e b t and needs ready 

5 

money. Perhaps the f a c t t h a t i t c o u l d be d i s p o s e d o f 

e a s i l y l e d to the p o p u l a r i t y o f the ear j e w e l . 

Fine f e a t h e r s were a l s o regarded as l u x u r i e s by the 

E l i z a b e t h a n s andwere almost as h i g h l y v a l u e d as were j e w e l s . 

1 The Honest Whore, P a r t 1. 111.ii.p.142. 

2 Every Man i n H£s Humour. 11,ii,40-42. 

3 c f . The Hog Has L o s t H i s P e a r l . V, p.492. 

4 Albumaanr. I l l , i i , p . 3 3 9 . 

5 Every Man i n H J S Humour. I V , v i i , 5 6 - 6 0 . 
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They were used i n the trimming o f the h a t s o f both sexes 

and were made i n t o e l a b o r a t e f a n s t h a t the women hung 

from thei p a i n t s o f t h e i r d o u b l e t s . The d e s c r i p t i o n , i n 

•The Roaring G i r l , o f the shop o f the T i l t y a r d s shows the 

importance o f the f e a t h e r t r a d e . The I n d u c t i o n o f The 

Malcontent c o n t a i n s another i n t e r e s t i n g r e f e r e n c e to 

f e a t h e r s , I n t h i s prologue'the p l a y e r s s i t on the s a t 

• stage and d i s c u s s the v a l u e o f f e a t h e r s i n completing one's 
2 

costume. 

Both e v e r y d a y o a t t i c l e s o f c l o t h i n g and expensive 

a d c e s o r i e s were o f t e n g i v e n as g i f t s by the c i t i z e n s . 

Jewels and fans such as those d e s c r i b e d atiove were e s p e c i a l l y 

p o p u l a r f o r t h i s purpose. F o r i n s t a n c e , Flowerdale, w h i l e 

he i s wooing Luce, says t h a t he w i l l have a car e a n e t 
3 

o f f i n e j e w e l s made f o r h e r . Frank, l a t e r i n the same p l a y , 
4 

o f f e r s Luce h e r f a n as a g i f t . U n f o r t u n a t e l y she s p o i l s 

h e r g i v i n g by adding t h a t she expects her husband, C i v i t 

1 The R o a r i n g Girl.pp.154-155. 
2 The Malcontent,Induction.PP.a-5. T h i s scene i s i n t e r e s t i n g 

not o n l y f o r the r e f e r e n c e to f e a t h e r s but a l s o f o r the f a c t 
t n a t one o f the p l a y e r s i n i t has come from d i n n e r at the 
house o f h i s c o u s i n , the draper. Such an i n c i d e n t i l l u s t r a t e s 
the c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n t h a t e x i s t e d among many o f the c l a s s e s 
i n E l i z a b e t h ' s day. The p l a y e r who i s r e l a t e d to the 
merchant d i s c u s s e s me? eh an t i l e a c t i v i t y . I n t h i s way the 
i n t e r e s t s o f the p l a y e r , o f the drape*: 'and o f the feather 
? e . ^ k a n t are l i n k e d a t one moment on the stage o f the t h e a t r e . 

3 The London P r o d i g a l . 11,i,p.375. 

4 I b i d ; , V , i , p . 3 9 5 . 
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to supply her w i t h another. s h e wants the new one made 

w i t h a f i n e j e w e l l e d handle i n the l a t e s t f a s h i o n . C i v i t 
2 

says, " I ' l l D u y thee a new one w i t h a l o n g e r h a n d l e . " 

F u r t h e r g i f t s o f j e w e l s and f a n s , such as those o f f e r e d 

to the Widow T a f f a t a , have been mentioned i n p r e v i o u s 

s e c t i o n s o f t h i s essay aniineed not be d i s c u s s e d a g a i n . 

Gloves, shoes, h a n d k e r c h i e f s , even c l o a k s , were 

among the o t h e r a r t i c l e s o f c l o t h i n g t h a t served e q u a l l y 

w e l l as g i f t s . InThe Shoemakers' H o l i d a y , one very 

e f f e c t i v e use i s made o f the g i f t o f a p a i r o f shoes. 

When Ral£$x l e a v e s to go to the wars he makes a p a i r o f 
1 

sheesas a f a i r v / e l l g i f t to h i s w i f e , ^ane. They are c a r e -

f u l l y c u t and worked i n an o r i g i n a l d e s i g n as t h e shoes o f 

the day f r e q u e n t l y were. T h i s i n d i v i d u a l d e s i g n on the 
shoes b r i n g s Ralph and Jane t o g e t h e r at the end o f the p l ? y . 

Lingua, the masque-like drama o f the debate o f t h e 

f i v e senses f o r supremacy, makes an e x c e l l e n t summary f o r 

t h i s s e c t i o n on clothing, although i t seems almost i m p o s s i b l e 

t h a t such a f o r m a l p l a y c o u l d f u l f i l t h i s f u n c t i o n . L i n g u a , 

however, has been c o n s i d e r e d s u i t a b l e f o r t h i s purpose 

because i t s scenes and stage d i r e c t i o n s sum u p and r e p e a t 

many o f the p o i n t s t h a t have been made i n the p r e c e d i n g 

pages. F o r i n s t a n c e , i t c o n t a i n s d e s c r i p t i o n s o f b o t h 

wise and foolish c i t i z e n s , o f the -tgpical c i t i z e n ' s w i f e , 

o f t h e g a l l a n t and o f the s o l d i e r . I n a d d i t i o n to 

showing the extravagance o f t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s , t h i s p l a y 

1 The"Sh"oemakers' H o l i d a y , 11, i , 260-270. 



18Q 

i l l u s t r a t e s once more the growing importance o f the 

middle c l a s s through i * s many r e f e r e n c e s to the wealthy 

b o u r g e o i s i e . 

Common Sense, the b e s t o f a l l sense, the sixth'."1. 

sense, i s the most important o f the c h a r a c t e r s i n L i n g u a , 

and i n t r o d u c e s o t h e r s t h a t can be used f o r our purpose. 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to see t h a t he r e p r e s e n t s the i d e a l 

c i t i z e n . He wears the long b l a c k v e l v e t cassock and the 

f l a t v e l v e t cap #6 the c o n s e l l o r , and he r e q u i r e s t h a t 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n be g i v e n to a s c a r l e t gown as the symbol o f 
1 

a u t h o r i t y . He i s grave, d i g n i f i e d , and s o b e r l y d r e s s e d , 

Phantastes, on the o t h e r hand, may i l l u s t r a t e the 

c i t i z e n who has been carriedaway by extremes o f f a s h i o n . 

He appears i n a white s a t i n d o u b l e t o f one , f a s h i o n , green 

v e l v e t hose o f another and wears a h a t w i t h a plume o f 
2 

f e a t h e r s and a Short t a f f a t a cbak. One o f h i s speeches 

g i v e s futher d e t a i l s o f o s t e n t a t i o u s d r e s s , H e mentions a 

f a n t a s t i c a l g u l l wearing a Spanish f e l t , a French d o u b l e t , 

a Granado s t o c k i n g , a Dutch s l o p , an I t a l i a n cloak, and 
3 

a Welsh f r i e z e j e r k i n . T h i s type o f c r i t i c i s m o f c l o t h e s 

i s r e p e a t e d by P o r t i a when she d e s c r i b e s h e r Englieto suitrar. 

Mendacio and A p p e t i t i o are not 60 i n t e r e s t i n g f o r 

our purpose as are Phantastes and Tactus, but t h e i r 

1 ifingua, l l , i i i , p , 3 7 1 . \ " 

2 I b i d . , 1 1 , i i , p . 3 6 7 . 

3 I b i d . , I l l , Y.,-p. 393. 

4 The Merchant o f Venice, l , i i , 3 2 - 8 2 . 
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costupes and t i t l e s throw l i g h t on c e r t a i n members o f 
*• 

the London p o p u l a t i o n who wore c o n v e n t i o n a l l i v e r y . 
1 

Mendacio i s d r e s s e d l i k e a page i n a t a f f a t a s u i t . 

A p p e t i t i o s u p p l i e s the t r a d i t i o n a l p i c t u r e o f t h e s o l d i e r 
2 

w i t h h i s l e a t h e r j e r k i n and h i s sword. H i s name i l l u s t r a t e s 

t h e E l i z a b e t h a n a t t i t u d e towards unemployed r e t u r n e d 

s o l d i e r s . 

Towards the end o f the p l a y Tactus comes on the 

stage and g i v e s us the most e n t e r t a i n i n g and the most 

complete p i c t u r e o f extravagance i n d r e s s found i n any 

o f the p l a y s . Here again i s the f o o l i s h c i t i z e n ' s w i f e 

whoohas been seen i n Gertrude and h e r mother. Thedress 

i s d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l , and^the hundred and one a c t i v i t i e s 

and o c c u p a t i o n s t h a t must have e x i s t e d t o o u t f i t the 

E l i z a b e t h a n as he o r she wished to be can be imagined 

as the words o f T a c t u s are heard o r r e a d . 

C a c t u s 1 knowledge o f d r e s s had been f o r c e d upon him 

and has come as a r e s u l t o f h i s p l a n t o have a boy d r e s s e d 

as a"niee gentlewoman" to p l e a d h i s ease. &e found t h a t 

he had under-estimated t h e d i v e r s i t y o f a n i c e gentlewoman's 

a t t i r e and he i s exasperated by i t s c o m p l e x i t y . Although 

h i s complaints m aybe exaggerated, they are an i n d i c a t i o n 

o f the time and care spent i n d r e s s i n g . He s t a t e s t h a t he 

had s t a r t e d a dozen maids an hour ago>to d r e s s the boy and 

t h a t they were not f i n i s h e d y e t , Furthermore, he says t h a t 

1 Lingua, l . i i . o . 3 4 2 . 

2 Ibid.,11,i,p.361. 
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there i s such a "doing with looking glasses, such 
pinning, unpinning, setting, unsetting, forming and 
conforming, painting blue veins,and cheeks, such s t i r with 
sticks and combs and carcanet, dressings, furls, f a l l s , 
squares, busks, bodies, scarfs, necklaces, rebatos, borders, 
t i r e s , fans, palisadoes, puffs, ruffs, cuffs, muffs, pulses, 
fusles, partlets, f r i s l e t s , bandlets, f i l l e t s , eroslets, 
pendulets, amulets, annulets, bracelets, that she i s 
scarce dressed to the girdle. In exasperation Tactus 
doncludes that there was such a "calling for farthingales, 
k i r t l e s , busk points, shoeties, that seven peddlar's shops, 

1 
naj/ a l l Sturbridge f a i r , would scarce furnish her." 

1 L i n g u a , ±V,vi,p.4yb. 
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R e l i g i o n a nd S u p e r s t i t i o n 

The p l a ^ S d e a l i n g w i t h t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n c o n t a i n 

f e w r e f e r e n c e s t o r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s a nd t h e s e a r e s c a t t e r e d 

a n d c o n t r a d i c t o r y . A t f i r s t e i g h t t h i s s e e m i n g l a c k o f 

c o n c e r n w i t h r e l i g i o n a p p e a r s s t r a n g e t o u s . We remember 

t h a t t h e R e f o r m a t i o n h a d n o t b e e n l o n g e s t a b l i s h e d i n 

E n g l a n d b y 1 5 9 0 ; a n d , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h a t t h e 

b a t t l e s o f R o u n d h e a d a n d C a v a l i e r w e r e t o be f o u g h t o n l y 

two d e c a d e s a f t e r 1 6 2 0 . We f e e l t h a t men a n d women 

l i v i n g i n t h e t h i r t y y e a r s b e t w e e n t h e s e two d a t e s m u s t 

h a v e o f t e n d i s c u s s e d t h e r i v a l c l a i m s o f P u r i t a n , A n g l i c a n , 

a n d C a t h o l i c ; a n d we e x p e c t t h e d r a m a ( i f t h e t i m e t o c : ::• 

c o n t a i n many r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e R e f o r m a t i o n a n d t o t h e 

A n g l i c a n S e t t l e m e n t . 

1 F o r t h e b a c k g r o u n d i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s 
c h a p t e r I am i n d e b t e d t o : 

C r a i g , H a r d i n , The E n c h a n t e d G l a s s . 

. J o r d o n , W.K,, The D e v e l o p m e n t o f R e l i g i o u s T o l e r a t i o n 
f r o m E l i z a b e t h t o t h e R e s t o r a t i o n . 

J u d g e s , A.V., The~£lSzabethan U n d e r w o r l d . 

K n i g h t s , L.C., Drama and S o c i e t y i n t h e Age o f J o n s o n . 

M u r r a y , R.H., P o l i t i c a l C o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e R e f o r m a t i o n . 

Seebohm, F. The O x f o r d R e f o r m e r s . 

W i l l e y , B., The S e v e n t e e n t h C e n t u r y B a c k g r o u n d 
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C o n t r a r y to our e x p e c t a t i o n s , however, q u e s t i o n s o f 

r e l i g i o n neSter form an important theme i n the drama. 

Indeed, i f we judge from the p l a y s , we s h a l l conclude t h a t 

the m a j o r i t y o f Englishmen d i d n o t wish to engage i n 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c o n t r o v e r y any more and t h a t they h e a r t i l y 

welcomed the comparative peace e s t a b l i s h e d through the 

E l i z a b e t h a n s e t t l e m e n t . I t i s t r u e , no doubt, t h a t manjB 

o f them must haveb een t i r e d o f t h e o l o g i c a l b i c k e r i n g and 

have had no wish to see a r e t u r n ef* p e r s e c u t i o n such as 

had marked the r e i g n s o f Edward V I and Mary. Others who 

remembered t h a t r e l i g i o u s d i s s e n t had been a c t i v e from 

the time o f W y c l i f f e and t h e L o l l a r d s would f e e l t h a t the 

i s s u e s o f the Reformation had been s t a t e d and fought out 

i n the y ears b e f o r e . 

We must not f o r g e t , on the o t h e r hand, t h a t many 

E l i z a b e t h a n s s t i l l thought t h a t r e l i g o u s q u e s t i o n s were 

v i t a l l y important. These men, however, were o f t e n as s i l e n t 
2 

as those who were i n d i f f e r e n t . I t was so dangerous f o r 

anyone to attempt to meddle w i t h o r to c r i t i c i z e the A n g l i c a n 

settlement t h a t s i l e n c e was f o r c e d upon them. E l i z a b e t h , 

l i k e her f a t h e r , had i d e n t i f i e d h e r s e l f w i t h both s t a t e 

and e s t a b l i s h e d church, and, t h e r e f o r e , she c o u l d accuse 

o f t r e a s o n those who a c t i v e l y supported e i t h e r the o l d 
1 Even d e s p i t e the r e s t r i c t i o n , one would have expected 

some echo i n the drama. 
2 c f . The Puritan-. l , i i , p , 4 0 0 ? The scholar says t h a t 

he i s "put to s i l e n c e l i k e a sectanyy." 



185 
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r e l i g i o n o r a ve r y advanced form o f p r o t e s t a n t i s m . 

A combination o f i n d i f f e r e n c e and f e a r , then,was l a r g e l y 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the l a c k o f many d i r e c t r e f e r e n c e s to 

r e l i g i o n i n the drama. 

The r e f e r e n c e s ^ t h a t we do f i n d almost always d e a l 

w i t h the P u r i t a n s , e i t h e r to p r a i s e them o r to r i d i c u l e 
2 

them. On the one hand, c e r t a i n d r a m a t i s t s wrote c o m p l i 

mentary speeches about the P u r i t a n s when they remembered 

t h a t members o f the middle c l a s s among t h e i r audience 

would be predominantly P r o t e s t a n t i n sympathy • Other 

p l a y w r i g h t s c o u l d n ot r e s i s t mocking the s e c t t h a t was 

attempting to c l o s e the t h e a t r e s on the grounds t h a t 

p l a y s an<Tplayers were a menace t o godliness'. L a t e r i n our 

p e r i o d , nuch d e r i s i o n f a r o u t b a l a n c e s p r a i s e . By then 

the d r a m a t i s t s were w r i t i n g f o r an audience whose t a s t e s 

were a r i s t o c r a t i c and who had no wisla to l i s t e n t o commen

d a t i o n o f the P u r i t a n . 

I s h a l l l o o k f i r s t a t the plajp which r i d i c u l e the 

f o l l o w e r s o f C a l v i n . The P u r i t a n i s the o n l y one t h a t 

attempts to do so i n a f a s h i o n t h a t i s a t a l l c o n s i s t e n t 

thoroughout the e n t i r e slcairras; Even i t , on the whole, 

s c a r e e l y deserves the t i t l e , f o r i t d i f f e r s o n l y i n a 
1 Both Roman C a t h o l i c s and P u r i t a n s s u f f e r e d . (She 

Roman C a t h o l i c s were accused o f p l o t t i n g w i t h the 
Spaniards and the Scotch, u s u a l l y on b e h a l f o f Mary o f 
Scotlan d ^ The P u r i t a n s were accused o f q u e s t i o n i n g 
E l i z a b e t h ' s r i g h t s . Even the P u r i t a n w r i t e r o f the 
Ma r p r e l a t e t r a c t s had to move h i s p r e s s c o n s t a n t l y to 
escap&earrest, d e s p i t e the f a c t t h a t he v o i c e d the p o p u l a r 
f e e l i n g t h a t had been aroused by the r e p r e s s i o n o f W h i t g i f g , 

texts'oftheTltyif̂ 2 "* P U r l t a n l e m ̂ ^ing the 
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few i n c i d e n t s from the o t h e r comedies -attacking the 

c i t i z e n s and g a l l a n t s o f London. I n these few i n c i d e n t s 

the s e r v a n t s i n the widow's household and her deceased 

husband are r i d i c u l e d . The p r i n c i p a l v i c e imputed to 

them i s h y p o c r i s y . The husband had been a r e g u l a r 

attendant at church andnaad o f t e n been so eager to be 

t h e r e i n time f o r the s e r v i c e t h a t he would l e a v e h i s 
1 

home without f i n i s h i n g h i s meal o r f a s t e n i n g h i s g a r t e r s . 

Yet he l i e d and cheated to o b t a i n money f o r h i s son's 

e d u c a t i o n . The s e r v a n t s , p a r t i c u l a r l y N i c h o l a s , are 
e q u a l l y h y p o c r i t i c a l . They t u r n away from Oath's p r o f a n i t y , 

y e t they are w i l l i n g enough to l i e as l o n g as they can 

s a t i s f y t h e i r c o n s c i e n c e s by means o f some d o u b t f u l 
3 

c a s u i s t r y . They are a l s o s e c r e t l y envious o f the. 

b r a g g a r t s o l d i e r s . N i c h o l a s , d e s p i t e h i s assumed h u m i l i t y , 

cannot hide the f a c t t h a t he i s proud t o be a kinsman o f 

6ne o f them. 

Perhaps t h e most i n t e r e s t i n g p a r t o f the adverse 

c r i t i c i s m found i n t h i s p l a y referee, to the s e r v a n t s ' 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e i r B i b l e s , The^/carry the books 

w i t h them wherever t h e y go and take every word i n the 

pages l i t e r a l l y , b e i n g too i g n o r a n t to understand p a r a b l e 

and a l l e g o r y . Consequently, they make r i d i c u l o u s d e d u c t i o n s . 

1 The P u r i t a n , 11.i,p.408. ~ • 
2 I b i d . , 1 , i i i , p p . 4 0 1 - 4 0 2 . 

3 I b i d . , 1,iii,pp.401-408. 
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and form f a n t a s t i c o p i n i o n s on r e l i g i o u s m a t t e r s . A 

s i m i l a r ignorance l e a d s them to accept without q u e s t i o n 

the d i c t a t e s o f t h e i r m i n i s t e r who has f i l l e d them 
2 

V v d t h a h o l y f e a r o f p l a y s and p l a y e r s . 

The s c h o l a r and the s o l d i e r s i n the P u r i t a n are 

contemptuous o f the P u r i t a n h a b i t o f mind. They f-freel t h a t 

i t i s b e t t e r to be "a c h a r i t a b l e knave than a s o o t h i n g 

P u r i t a n . " In a d d i t i o n , the former t h i n k s t h a t i t i s an 

e r r o r to g i v e such men as N i c h o l a s the o p p o r t u n i t y to 

judge f o r themselves i n matters o f r e l i g i o n . He i s completely 

s c e p t i c a l i n b e l i e f , doubting even the e x i s t e n c e o f the 

D e v i l , much to the h o r r o r o f o t h e r s i n the p l a y . B e f o r e 

I le a v e the P u r i t a n I might say t h a t i t suggests that 

the severe forms o f B r o t e s t a n t i s m a t t r a c t e d the middle 

and lov/er c l a s s e s more than any o t h e r group i n England. 

I t i m p l i e s , a l s o , t h a t the merchants and s e r v a n t s d i d 

not adopt them purely'."because o f t h e i r s p i r i t u a l s i g n i f i 

cance but because they gave t h e former a c l o a k f o r a v a r i c e 

and the l a t t e r a reason f o r p r i d e and i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n . 

Other p l a y s echo the a t t i t u d e found i n The P u r i t a n . 

I n the L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r London, the prophets, Oseas 

and Jonah, make l o n g speeches o f e x h o r t a t i o n and t h r e a t 
1 The Puritan:., l . i v . p.404. T h i s fifit.-t-ra i s , n f x n n T H o 

d i r e c t e d at the P u r i t a n ' s b e l i e f t h a t the B i b l e was the 
f i n a l a u t h o r i t y , 

2 I b i d . , l , i v , p . 4 0 4 . 

3 I b i d . , l , i i , p . 4 0 1 . 

4 Ibid,,111,vi , p.416. 
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s i m i l a r t o those found, i n the O l d Testament. These 

c a t a l o g u e s o f punishments are supposed to cause the 

r e f o r m a t i o n o f the c h a r a c t e r s i n the':play, j u s t a© 

the p l a y i t s e l f , a c c o r d i n g to i t s prologue, was supposed 

to reform London, However, not everyone i n t h e p l a y 

r e g a r d s the commands o f the prophets as law. The clown, 

f o r i n s t a n c e i s contemptuous o f Jonah and Oseas as 
2 

w e l l as o f a l l o t h e r p u r i t a n s . H e t h i n k s t h a t h i s master 

i s made to g i v e him h i s i n d e n t u r e s and to 4©to tne f a s t i n g 

populace. H e c o n t i n u e s c o n t e n t e d l y t t o make a g l u t t o n o f 

h i m s e l f i n the midst o f reform and p e n i t e n c e and says 
3 

t h a t h i s master does n o t h i n g but " f a s t and pray," 

I n c e r t a i n p a r t i c u l a r s , Eastward Ho p r e s e n t s a s i m i l a r 

p i c t u r e . No doubt many among the E l i z a b e t h a n audience 

thought t h a t G o l d i n g , M i l d r e d , and Touchstone were the 

c h a r a c t e r s who should be admired; but a more d i s c r i m i n a 

t i n g t a s t e can see t h a t r i d i c u l e i s poured upon the 

P u r i t a n v i r t u e s o f G o l d i n g and M i l d r d d and on the senten

t i o u s m o r a l i z i n g o f Touchstone. Candido's p l a t i t u d e s i n 

The Honest Whore are t r e a t e d i n the same manner. The drama

t i s t , no doubt, intended h i s audience to t h i n k t h a t Candido, 

l i k e the s e r v a n t s imThe P u r i t a n , i s too l i t e r a l i n h i s 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s t e a c h i n g s . He becomes a f i g u r e 
1 c f . The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r Lonflon. 1953-1970. 
2 c f . V o l p o n e , l , i i . 3 0 - 4 7 . 

And. L i k e one o f the reformed, a f o o l as youssee 
Counting a l l o l d d o c t r i n e h e r e s y . . . . 
Into a v e r y strange b e a s t , by some w r i t e r s c a l l e d d 
an ass 
By o t h e r s a p r e c i s e , pure i l l u m i n a t e b r o t h e r . . . . 

3 The L o o k i n g G l a s d f o r London. 2168-2174. 
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o f f u n through h i s s t r i c t adherence to p r e c e p t and, 

u n l i k e Touchstone, i s supposed to be t o t a l l y u n f i t to 

d e a l w i t h the a f f a i r s o f the w o r l d . 

I have i n d i c a t e d b r i e f l y the a t t i t u d e found i n p l a y s 

t h a t do not f a v o r the P u r i t a n . I s e a t e d r e f e r e n c e s 

throughout the drama repe a t i t . Although I dannot draw 

a t t e n t i o n t o them a l l , I should mention the f r e q u e n t 

c o u p l i n g o f the t a i l o r ' s c r a f t and the r e f o r m e f l r e l i g i o n . 

At times, the word, t a i l o r , i s used almost as a synonym 

f o r P u r i t a n , e s p e c i a l l y i f the speaker wished to imply t h a t 
1 

the l a t t e r i s a h y p o c r i t e . 

I s h a l l t u r n nww to the p l a y s t h a t express a p p r o v a l 

o f the P u r i t a n . The most important o f these i s Thomas, 

L o r d Cromwell, and S i r John O l d c a s t i i g . Since I have 

p r e v i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d both p l a y s a t some l e n g t h I s h a l l 

c a l l a t t e n t i o n here o n l y to the r e f e r e n c e s t o r e l i g i o n 
found i n them. The p r a i s e o f the P u r i t a n v i r t u e s o f 

t h r i f t and i n d u s t r y i n the former p l a y i f c B l e s s important 

to us now than the f i r g u r e o f Mrs. B a n n i s t e r , who may be 

s a i d t o r e p r e s e n t the i d e a l P u r i t a n woman. She i s f a i t h f u l 

to her husband, s i n c e r e i n her b e l i e f , and b o t h humale 

T>nL>°l* ^ . M i e y , V , i , p . 3 6 a . C o n s t a n t i a says t h a t 
Boucher was "more f a s t a s l e e p than...a p u r i t a n t a i l o r 
a r a Sunday' evening • s lecture 1.' 
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and f i r m i n the fa c e o f a d v e r s i t y . D e s p i t e Mrs. B a n n i s t e r , 

however, Thomas.Lord Cromwell i s d i a s p p o i n t i n g , as are 

a l l the p l a y s when I wish to f i n d i n them some i n d i c a t i o n 

t h a t e i t h e r the p l a y w r i g h t o r members o f the audience 

were aware o f any o f the i s s u e s a t t h e r o o t o f the 

r e l i g i o u s c o n t r o v e r s y . As a matter o f h i s t o r i c a l f a c t , 

Cromwell, w h i l e he was one o f the c h i e f m i n i s t e r s o f 

Henry V l l l , was able t o i n f l u e n c e the course o f the 

Reformat i o n i n England and t o put i n t o e f f e c t many o f 

h i s own P t o t e s t a n t d o c t r i n e s . H e w a s r e s p o n s i b l e 

a3fcs.o f o r one o f the E n g l i a h B i b l e s and i s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h The Book o f Common P r a y e r . Under Cromwell's d i r e c t i o n , 

Coverdale r e v i s e d and c o l l a t e d h i s own B i b l e o f 153©, ivi 

w i t h T i n d a l e ' s and Matthew's and produced t h e g r e a t B i b l e 

o f 1539, which i s o f t e n c a l l e d Cromwell 1s B i b l e . The 

psalms from i t were l a t e r i n c o r p o r a t e d i n The Book o f 

Common Pray e r . However, d e s p i t e £romwell's important 

p a r t i n the i n t r i g u e s o f C a t h o l i c and P r o t e s t a n t d u r i n g 

the E n g l i s h Reformation, the author o f Thomas. L o r d 

Cromwell, al l o w s h i s hero o n l y to promise to ri d ^ t l h e 
1 

l a n d o f wic k e t abbots and f a t p r i e s t s . 
x h e second p l a y , S i r John O l d c a s t l e . seems a t f i r s t 

s i g h t to be much more c l o s e l y r e l a t e d than i s Thomas, 

L o r d gromwell to r e l i g i o n i n g e n e r a l andto P u r i t a n i s m i n 

p a r t i c u l a r . The c e n t r a l f i g u r e i s the famous L o l l a r d 

I Thomas, L o r d Cromwell. IV, i i T p . 3 6 9 . The rtramatiat. 
was p r o b a b l y remembering Cromwell 1s p a r t i n the d i s s o l u t i o n 
o f the mo n a s t r i e s . 
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m a r t y r a nd f o l l o w e r o f W y c l i f f e . The o s t e n s i b l e p u r p o s e 

o f t h e r e b e l l i o n t h a t f o r m s t h e b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e p l o t i s 

e e l i g i o u s r e f o r m . B u t , a f t e r some w o r d s o f p r a i s e f o r 

S i r J o h n a n d an a b o r t i v e a t t a c k o n C a t h o l i c i s m t h r o u g h 
1 

t h e f i g u r e o f t h e w i c k e d ^ p r i e s t , t h e p l a y d i s i n t e g r a t e s 

a s a p i e c e o f P u r i t a n p r o p a g a n d a a n d becomes r a t h e r t h e 

st>ry o f a m e r r y b r e w e r and<:of i n t r i g u i n g n o b l e s t h a n 

t h e e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e l i f e o f a L o l l a r d . One c a n n o t a v o i d 

c o n c l u d i n g t h a t H a r p o o l , S i r J o h n ' s s e r v a n t , h a s t h e 

a t t i t u d e t h a t i s a p p r o v e d b y t h e E l i z a b e t h a n a u d i e n c e a n d 

e x p r e s s e s m o s t a c c u r a t e l y t h e b e l i e f o f t h e d r a m a t i s t . 

I n h i s h e a r t he f a v o r s n e i t h e r t h e o l d c h u r c h n o r t h e new, 
2 

b u t w i s h e s t o b e n e f i t f r o m b o t h . 

T h i s t w o - s i d e d a t t i t u d e i s t h e one m o s t p r o d o m i n a n t 

i n t h e p l a y s a s a w h o l e . The c i t i z e n seems t o b e sayaVng 

w i t h M e r c u t i o , " a c u r s e o n b o t h y o u r h o u s e s " . He knew 

t h a t r e l i g i o u s q u a r r e l s , w h e t h e r f o m e n t e d b y P u r i t a n 

o r C a t h o l i c , l e d t o r i o t s a n d c i v i l d i s t u r b a n c e , w h i c h 

w e r e b a d f o r t r a d e . The a v e r a g e c i t i z e n , a s d e p i c t e d i n 
1 c f . S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e . i l l . i v T P P . 3 3 4 - 3 3 5 . S i r 

J o h n o f Wfotham i s e s s e n t i a l l y a n o t h e r c o p y o f ^ i r J o h n 
F a l s t a f f r a t h e r t h a n t h e p o s r t r a i * o f a p r i e s t . 

2 c f » S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , I V , i i i , p . 3 4 0 . N o t e t h a t 
H a r p o o l w h i l e a t home w i t h S i r J o h n d e f i e s a t t e m p t s t o 
p e r s e c u t e S i r J o h n f o r r . h i s b e l i e f s . Y e t when S i r J o h n i s s 
i n p r i s o n H a r p o o l p e r s u a d e s t h e w a r d e r t h a t he i s " a f o l l o w e r 
o f t h e o l d c h u r c h n o t a h e r e t i c , s o t t h a t he may w a i t o n h i s 

H a r . I am o f t h e o l d c h u r c h , n o t a h e r e t i c , n o r p u r i t a n 
I ' l l s w e a r , d r i n k a l e , k i s s a w e n c h , 
(Bo t o m a s s , e a t f i s h a l l l e n t a n d f a s t 
F r i d a y s w i t h c a k e s a n d a l e , f r u i t a n d s p i c e r y . . . . 
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i n the p l a y s , seems to put h i s b u s i n e s s b e f o r e h i s r e 

l i g i o n . 

Cash, i n Every Man i n H i s Humour, f o r example, i s 
1 

"no p r e c i s i o n , . . . n o r a r i g i d Roman C a t h o l i c . " F i r k , o f 

The Shoemakers 1 H o l i d a y , r e g a r d s g o i n g to church as he 
- 2 

r e g a r d s washing h i s f a c e . Both are unnecessary f o l l i e s 

and should be i n d u l g e d i n as l i t t l e as p o s s i b l e . He never 

goes to church and w i t h d i f f i c u l t y i s persuaded to wash 

h i s f a c e . The j a i l o r i n Eastward Hft says i n d i f f e r e n t l y 

t h a t he has had both P a p i s t s and P u r i t a n s <in h i s c e l l s . 

Perhaps the famous remark o f S i r Toby to M a l v o l i o , " d o s t 

thou t h i n k because thou are v i r t u o u s , t h e r e s h a l l be no 
4 

more cakes and a l e ? " sums up most adequately the g e n e r a l 

a t t i t u d e o f the drama. R e l i g i o u s f a n a t i c i s m i s deplored, 

whether i t be P r o t e s t a n t or C a c h o l i c i n o r i g i n . 
In the p r e c e d i n g paragraphs I have noted the s c a r c i t y 

o f r e f e r e n c e s i n the drama to the r e l i g i o u s s t r u g g l e s o f 

the p e r i o d . I have s a i d t h a t the average E l i z a b e t h a n d i d 

not seem to be aware o f the i s s u e s over which the t h e o l o -
5 

g i a n s and statesmen fought. But I must not nay i n the 

same b r e a t h t h a t h i s ignorance and apparent l a c k o f i n t e r e s t 

i n r e l i g i o u s dogma meant t h a t he thought t h e r e was no 

e x i s t e n c e beyond the one w i t h which he v/as f a m i l i a r . The 
1 E v g r z Man i n H i s Humour T l l l . i i f 9 6 - Q R . ; — 
2 The.Shoemakers 1 H o l i d a y . 11,iii,20-23$IV,v,133. 
3 

Eastward Ho, V, 11,40-44. 
4 .Twelfth N i g h t . 1 1 , i i i , 1 2 1 - 1 2 5 . 

foL a^o^SietSK*i?^aSe? ?5 t h f p l a y s a l o n e - One would 
P ° s m p h l e t ° r i ? e ? a t u ? e d J f f ? £ r t i m t e a t h T ° U g h t h e 
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E l i z a b e t h a n was v e r y much aware o f the o t h e r world that 

h i s e«perience c o u l d not r e a c h . Although he sometimes 

weemed to be d o u b t f u l whether a benign o r a demoniac 

power r u l e d i t , n e v e r t h e l e s s , he was always c o n s c i o u s 

o f i t s e x i s t e n c e . 

T h i s awareness o f another wor l d beyong our s i g h t 

and touch t a k e s i t s h i g h e s t form i n r e l i g i o n , as we know. 

I n i t s lowest and most v u l g a r m a n i f e s t a t i o n i t becomes 

s u p e r s i t i o n . T h i s i s the form i n which we meet i t most 

f r e q u e n t l y i n the drama. I s a h l l now t u r n , somewhat 

in c o n g r u o u s l y , from a search f o r r e f e r e n c e s to f r e e w i l l 

o r t h e e f f i c a c y o f good works to a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f 

E l i z a b e t h a n witches w i t h beards and d w v i l s s m e l l i n g o f 

brimstone• 

The London cL t i z e n would have been unable to say 

where h i s b e l i e f i n the s p i r i t u a l became f e a r o f the 

s u p e r n a t u r a l , ^e was never q u i t e c l e a r about the d i f f e r e n c e 
- • 3 

between a d m i t t i n g the e x i s t e n c e o f t h s D e v i l and d r e a d i n g 

the power o f w i t c h e s . When le&~by h i s immense c r e d u l i t y , 

he b e l i e v e d a t a l e he c o u l d not understand, he was j u s t 

as apt to say t h a t i t proved the e x i s t e n c e o f charms and 

s p e l l s as he was to a t t r i b u t e i t to the e f f o r t s o f Satan 

to confuse man. He had l o s t h i s s a i n t s w i t h thaReformation, 
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1 

but he r e p l a c e d them w i t h a s t r o l o g e r s and a l c h e m i s t s . 

Both Albumazar and The P u r i t a n i l l u s t r a t e the 

E l i z a b e t h a n ' s b e l i e f i n the s u p e r n a t u r a l . I t i s t r u e 

t h a t b o t h p l a y s r i d i c u l e the c i t i z e n ' s c r e d u l t i t y j y e t 

the f a c t t h a t they were w r i t t e n and c o n t a i n d e s c r i p t i o n s 

o f the methods o f s o r c e r e r s i s evidence t h a t such men 

were able to p r e y upon a s u p e r s t i t i o u s populace. The 

f i r s t p l a y i s concerned wiUhtbe t r a n s f o r m a t i o n o f a farmer 

i n t o the form o f h i s wealthy master. The farmer, T r i n c a l o , 

n e v e r doib t s the a b i l i t y o f the s o r c e r e r to cnange him i n t o 

another man. i h e p l a y c o n t a i n s an i n t e r e s t i n g d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f the pr e p a r a t i o n s o f the magicimxsnd another o f h i s 

methods o f c o n s u l t i n g the s t a r s . He i s , o f c o u r s e , a 

c l a a r l a t a n , who demands v a l u a b l e g o l d and s i l v e r a r t i c l e s 

to carryosut h i s magic o n l y so t h a t he may s t e a l them. 

I n The P u r i t a n , the s c h o l a r and the s o l d i e r , Oath, 

make a s i m i l a r attempt to o b t a i n money by p l a y i n g on 

the c r e c u l i t y o f the c i t i z e n s . They promise t h e widow t h a t 

the s o l d i e r - c o n j u r e r , Oath, w i l l f i n d & l o s t c h a i n through, 

magic i n c a n t a t i o n s . They say t h a t he w i l l c a l l up a d e v i l 

to a s s i s t him. .^eitfcer the widow nor her b r o t h e r doubt 

the t r u t h o f these statements. When I d l e makes a r e f e r e n c e 
1 Both a s t r o l o g y and alchemy are t r e a t ed here as 

p r a c t i s e d by c h a r l a t a n s . I t should not be f o r g o t t e n , -
however, t h a t a s t r o l o g y was t h e i n f a n t stage o f astronomy 
and a^hemy o f c h e m i s t r y . S e r i o u s / i f elementary, r e s e a r c h 
i n -these f i e l d s c o u l d be c a l l e d a s t r o l o g y and alchemy. 

2 Albumazar. l , i i , p p . 3 3 0 , 3 3 2 , 

3 I b i d . , l , i i , p p . 3 1 0 - 3 1 5 . 
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to the law Of James (1604) agaABSt witchcraft, Sir Godfrey 
begs the sorcerer to carry out the magic with the untmost 
possible secrecy. The knight knows that he w i l l be 
heavily fined i f the authorities discover a magician i n 
his house, 

George a Greene forms an interesting contrast to the 
plajsr just mentioned. In the f i r s t two plays the citizens 
are pictured as complete fools who willingly believe 
any fantastic story that they are told. MGeorge a Greene, 
however, the "honest pinner" i s superior to other citizens 
and to the nobles in that he does not believe i n magicians. 
On the contrary, he plays upon the superstition of the 
lords anjftpersuades taem to v i s i t a conjurer who lives 
in a nearby cave. By disguising himself as the conjurer 
and taking his place in the cave he i s able to defeat 

2 

the nobles plot against the king. 
These p3ays and others lead us to believe that 

the streets were f u l l of mountebanks, conjurers and 
astrologers who would promise the citieens good fortune 
in love, prosperity i n business, or r e l i e f from rheuina-
tisem. A street scene such aB i s pictured in Volpone 
when the magnifico. disguises himself as a mountebank 
and sells elixers musfc have been often repeated in 
London ar^lits suburbs. The unfortunate j a i l o r ' s daughter 
"~ 1 The Puritan, i l T v i T p . 4 ] 6 r

 :  

2 George a Greene, 600-612, 690-740. 



1 S 6 

i n T h e T w o N o b l e k i n s m e n h a s s e e n s o m a n y c o n j u r e r s a n d 

m a g i c i a n s t h a t , s h e t h i n f e s s h e m e e t s o n e w h e n s h e r u n s 

• 1 

m a d . 

T h e a s t r o l o g e r s a n d a l c h e m i s t s m a y h a v e b e e n f o u n d 

wore o f t e n b e y o n d t h e w a l l s t h a n i n t h e c i t y . T h e r e t h e y 

a n d t h e i r h o u s e s w e r e s a f e f r o m t h e c i t y a u t h o r i t i e s . 

B e n J o n s o n ' s a l c h e m i s t l i v e s n e a r t h e s u b u r b s o r i n t h e m . 

S u b t l e . Y e s , y o u v e r e o n c e t h e g o o d , 

H o n e s t p l a i n e l i v e r y t h r e e - p o u n d k n a v e ; t h a t k e p t 

Y o u r m a s t e r ' s w o r s h i p ' s h o u s e , h e r e . . . 

F a c e : * : W i l l y p u b e s o l o u d ? 

2 

S u b t l e . S i n c e , b y m y m e a n s , t r a n s l a t e d s u b u r b - c a p t a i n e . 

B e l i e f i n a s t r o l o g e r s a n d a l c h e m i s t s n e c e s s i t a t e d 

a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e m a g i c p r o p e r t i e s o f t h e i r p o t i o n s a n d 

i n s t r u m e n t s . F o r i n s t a n c e , P a n d o l f o i s s u r e t h a t h e c a n 

s e d C a m b r i d g e w i t h i t s h a l l " f u l l o f b a r e h e a d s , b a l d 

a n d b r u s h e d , " t h r o u g h t h e m a g i c q u a l i t i e s o f A l b u m a z a r 7 s 

" p e r s p i c i l , " a n d b o t h h e a n d T r i n e a l o a r e e q u a l l y i m p r e s s e d 

3 

b y t h e o t a c o u s t i c o n . J o n s o n ' s a l c h e m i s t a l s o h a s m i r a -

4 

c u l o u s i n s r u m e n t s . H e i s s u r r o u n d e d b y r e t o r t s a n d b e a k e r s 

t h a t a r e r e g a r d e d w i t h s u p e r s t i t i o u s a w e b y h i s p a t r o n s . 

1 T h e T w o N o f t l e K i n s m e n . 1 ^ i i i , v . 8 0 - 8 6 . " ~ 

2 T h e A l c h e m i s t . l . i . 4 S - - 2 f l . 

3 A l b u m a z a r . 1 , i i i , p p . 3 1 1 - 3 1 3 . 

4 o p . c i t . 1 , * , 4 3 - 4 5 . ' -

F a c e . Y o u r s t i l l s , y o u r g l a s s e s , y o u r m a t e r i a l l s , 

B u i l t y o u a f u r n a c e . . . . 
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Volpone on the o t h e r hand, c o n f i n e s h i m s e l f to p o t i o n s . 

He s e l l s a wondrous/'urguento" t h a t w i l l not o n l y " d i s p e r s e 

a l l malignant humoure" hut cure every i l l t h a t has 
1 m ' • 2 

a t t a c k e d man. Both the bawd M a r q u e r e l l e i n The Malcontent 
3 

and the gaeme <3o4tor i n A Mad World My Masters can 
perform s i m i l a r m i r a c l e s through t h e i r medicines and 

4 

p o t i o n s . 

The E l i x a b e t h a n d i d not c o n f i n e h i s b e l i e f h i s 

b e l i e f i n the s u p e r n a t u r a l to an i n d i s c r i m i n a t e ! acceptance 

o f a l c h e m i s t , c o n j u r e r , o r m a g i c i a n . He was a l s o f i r m l y 

c o n v i n c e d t h a t the D e v i l o r h i s m i n i s t e r s were ready 

to pounce upon him from every bush, as we may see from 

the p l a y s . jfrAne K n i g h t o f the B u r n i n g P e s t l e , f o r i n s t a n c e , 

1 -Volpone, 11, i i , 110-148. ' ~ 

2 Th¥ Malcontent, l l , i v , p , 1 6 . M a r q u e r e l l e ' s d e s c r i p t i o n 
o f the p o s s e t i s i n t e r e s t i n g . Shey says t h a t i t i s made o f , 
" seven and t h i r t y y o l k s o f Barbary h en 1 s eggs, e i g h t e e n 
s p o o n f u l s and a h a l f o f the j u i c e o f cock sparrow's bones; 
one ounce t h r e e drams, f o u r s c r u p l e s and one q u a r t e r o f 
the syrup o f Ethiopian dates; sweetneded w i t h t h r e e q u a r t e r s 
o f a pound o f pure c a n d i e d I n d i a n e r i n g o s stewed w i t h the 
powder o f p e a r l ofAmerica, amber o f C a t a i a and lambstones 
o f Muscovia. T h i s p u r i f i e t h the b l o o d , strengthened the 
v e i n s , m u n d i f i e t h the t eeth, c o m f o r t a t h the stomach, 
f o r t i f i e t h the back and q u i c k e h e t h the w i t . " 

3 A Mad World My. Masters. l l l , p . 2 7 2 . P e n i t e n t B r o t h e l 
pretends to be a doctoor so t h a t he may see H a i r b r a i n ' . s w i f e . 

4 Not a l l a s t r o l o g e r s were p r o f e s s i o n a l s . Goodman 
Car o f Thomas, L o r d Cromwell p r i d e s h i m s e l f on h i s knowledge 
o f the s t a r s . 
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the c i t i z e n and h i s wife are certain that Ealph must he 
possessed when he does not f i g h t as w e l l as they had 

1 2 
expected. Although the clownB inDvetoarffamstus and F r i a r 

3 
Bacon are t e r r i f i e d by the appearance of the d e v i l , they 
never doubt that one stands before them. The drunken 
clown InThe Looking Glass f o r London i s not only sure 
that he sees a d e v i l , but he speaks g e n i a l l y with h i s 

4 
i n f e r n a l v i s i t o r . In A Mad '.World, My Masters a d e v i l 
appears to Penitent Brothel i n the guise of h i s paramour, 
Mistress Hairbrain, When the unfortunate man learns 
that h i s supposed mistress i s an e v i l angel,he i s frightened 

5 

into reform, Hippolito's servant i n The Honest Whore 
evidently expects to meet a messenger from H e l l as he 
goes about h i s work. He says that he must not admit women 
with beards to the house f o r they are witches and i n 

6 
league with the nether world, Gertrude's b e l i e f i n the 
supernatural takes a gentler form than that seen i n the 

7 
examples given so f a r . She i s sure that there are f a i r i e s . ' 
Even the Widow Taffata thinks that such creature might 

1 The, Knjght of the Burning Pestle, 11,v.52-58. 
2 Doctor Faustus, l,iv,73-80. 
3 F r i a r Bacon and F r i a r Bungay, 1,1,126-129. 
4 The Looking Glass f o r London, 1840-1900. 
5 A Mad World. My. Masters. lV,p.276. 
6 J^ejgonfe&t gJ^e^ I V , i i , p . 154-156. ' 
7 Eastward Ho, V,i,104-121. 
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e x i s t although she s c o r n f u l l y r e j e c t s the suggestion 
1 

t h a t a s t r o l o g e r s have any power. 
T a f f a t a . (to Boucher)...A t r i v i a l i d l e j e s t , 
'Tis f o r a man o f your repute and note, 
To c r e d i t fortune t e l l e r s ; a p e t t y r i g 
That never saw f i v e s h i l l i n g s i n aheap, 
W i l l take upon him to d e f i n e men's f a t e , 
Yet never knows h i m s e l f s h a l l d i e a beggar, 
Or be hanged up,for p i l f e r i n g t a l l e c l o t h s 
S h i r t s and smocks hanged out to dry on hedges, 
'Tis merely base to t r u s t them, or i f there be 
A man i n whom theDelphic god hath breathed 
Hi s t r u e d i v i n i n g f i r e , t h a t can f o r e t e l l 
The f i x e d decree of f a t e , he l i k e w i s e knows 
What i s w i t h i n the e v e r l a s t i n g book 
Of d e s t i n y decreed, cannot by w i t 
Or a man's i n v e n t i o n , be d i s s o l v e d , o r shunned. 
F i n a l l y , I should mention t h a t the Elizab*e*Bans 

had many sm a l l and t r i v i a l s u p e r s t i t i o n s t h a t have 
t h e i r counterparts i n those o f today. J u s t as i n the 
t w e n t i e t h century some people w i l l not walk under a 
ladder, so C o r n e l i o would not s i g n a c o n t r a c t on the 

2 
day t h a t two drops of blood f e l l from h i s nose anffiurley 

3 
would not f i g h t on F r i d a y . B o b a d i l , a l s o , has a. pet 
b e l i e f , which i s very u s e f u l to him. He says t h a t p l a n e t s 
have an e v i l i n f l u e n c e upon men, and i i h a t he was not able 
to f i g h t w e l l on a p a r t i c u l a r day because a c e r t a i n 

4 
p l a n e t had power over him. 

1 Ram A l l e y , i , i , p . 2 8 3 . 

2 t i l F o o l s , i ^ i y spsso?;^. 

3 S i r John O l d c a s t l e , 11,ii,p.328. 
4 : 0 Every Man i n H i s Humour. IV,v, $76-181. 



1 
M o r e s a n d M o r a l s 

I h a v e p a r t i a l l y d e s c r i b e d , i n p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s 

t h e m o r a l s o f t h e c i t i z e n a s t h e y a r e e x p r e s s e d t h r o u g h 

t h e d r a m a . I h a ^ e d i s c u s s e d h i s i d e a l s a n d h i s o p i n i o n 
2 

o f s e x u a l i m m o r a l i t y . I h a v e l e f t u n t o u c h e d , h o w e v e r , 

o t h e r a s p e c t s o f h i s o u t l o o k o n r i g h t a n d w r o n g . We 

do n o t know a s y e t how he r e g a r d e d m u r d e r o r t h e f t , d i c i n g 

o r d r u n k e n e s s . I n t h i s c h a p t e r , t h e r e f o r e , I s h a l l t r y 

t o i n d i c a t e b r i e f l y h i s a t t i t u d e c o n c e r n i n g s u c h m a t t e r s . 

The i n c i d e n t s t h a t i l l u s t r a t e t h i s a t t i t u d e f a l l 

i n t o two g r o u p s . The f i r s t d e a l s w i t h w h a t t h e c i t i z e n 

c o n s i d e r e d m a j o r c r i m e s , s u c h a s m u r d e r , t h e f t , a d u l t e r y 

o r f o r n i c a t i o n , a n d t h e s e c o n d w i t h w h a t he deemed m i n o r 
1 Foritheebgiel£|^ouftaiOT 

c h a p t e r I am c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d t o : 

H a l l , H e r b e r t , S o c i e t y i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n A&e. 

J u d g e s , The E l i z a b e t h a n U n d e r w o r l d . 

K n i g h t s , Drama and S o c i e t y i n t h e Age o f J o n s o n . 

O n i o n s , C.T., e d . , S h a k e s p e a r e ' s E n g l a n d . 

P o w e i l J i - C . L . , E n g l i s h D o m e s t i c R e l a t i o n s . 

2 See a b o v e , p p . 5 6 - 7 2 , 1 1 2 - 1 2 0 . 
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offences, such as drunkeness, dicin g , racing, overdressing, 

swearing, smoking, and constant attendance at f a i r s 

or playhouses. 

Although references to the sins of the f i r s t group 

are f a r more rare than to those of tla;second, we can 

learn e a s i l y from them what the c i t i z e n thought of adultery, 

murder or t h e f t ; and we f i n d that h i s judgement d i d not 

d i f f e r from that of other members of the audience. Both 

he and tne a r i s t o c r a t watched Hamlet. The Spanish Tragedy, 

or A Woman K i l l e d with Kindness and thought that i t was 

f i t t i n g f o r death to be punished with death and adultery 

with banishment. 

Arden af Feversham and A Yopkshire Tragedy best 

i l l u s t r a t e tbemlddle c l a s s attitude towards murder. In 

thses plays murder committed i n unpretentious surroundings 

i s condemned j u s t as i t i s when planned and c a r r i e d out 

by roya l t y i n A King and No King and Thierry and Theodoret. 

The c i t i z e n expected nemesis to overtake the murderer 

regardless of who he was and of where h i s crime was 

perpetrated. 

I have j u s t pointed out that the c i t i z e n thought 

adultery should be punished by banishment from the home. 

This statement seems to contradict what I have said 
1 

concerning adultery i n a presjious chapter. There, I 
drew attention to the f a c t that i t was often treated 

1 ? e a above, pp. 115-116. 
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h u m o r o u s l y . I n t h i s c h a p t e r , h o w e v e r , I am c o n c e r n e d , w i t h , 

t h e s e r i o u s v i e w o f u n f a i t h f u l n e s s . We h a v e ample e v i d e n c e 

t h a t t h e c i t i z e n r e g a r d e d a d u l t e r y as a g r a v e s i n when h i s 

w i f e o r d a u g h t e r c o m m i t t e d i t , e ven t h o u g h h e may h a v e 
1 

l a u g h e d a t s t a g e p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f o t h e r men's c u c k o l d r y . 

H i s w o m e n f o l k , o n t n e wh&e, a g r e e d w i t h h i m . T h u s , Openwork 

and M o l l i n The B o a r i n g G i r l a r e one i n t h e i r condemna

t i o n o f s e x u a l l a x n e s s . Openwork s a j e " t h a t m a s k e d f a c e s 

show a s s h o p k e e p e r s do t h e i r b r o i d e r e d s t u f f , b y o w l 
2 

l i g h t . F i n e w a r e s c a n n o t b e o p e n enough'. 1. M o l l c o n c l u d e s , 
when she d i s c u s s e s i n f i d e l i t y , t h a t " b a s e i s t h a t m i n d t h 

3 
t h a t k n e e l s u n t o h e r b o d y " . The Woman K i l l e d w i t h K i n d n e s s 

p r o v i d e s t h e b e s t summary o f t h e a t t i t u d e o f t h e s e r i o u s 

m i n d e d L o n d o n c i t i z e n . I n t h i s p l a y t h e u n f a i t h f u l w i f e 

i s b a n i s h e d a n d i s n o t f o r g i v e n u n t i l s h e l i e s o n h e r 
4 

d e a t h b e d . 

I n e e d t o a d d l i t t l e more t o t h e s e r e m a r k s o n 

a d u l t e r y s i n c e I h a v e d i s c u s s e d i t i n o t h e r c h a p t e r s a s 

w e l l a s i n t h i s o n e . I s h a l l c a l l a t t e n t i o n , h o w e v e r , 

t o t h e f r e q u e n t l y e x p r e s s e d o p i n i o n t h a t c i t y l f f e , 
1 The c i t i z e n ' s P u r i t a n i s m w e n t so f a r t h a t i n 1650 

an a c t was p a s s e d p u n i s h i n g a d u l t e r y w i t h d e a t h . The 
p e n a l t y was i n f l i c t e d i n t w o o r t h r e e c a s e s o n l y . T h e n , 
j u r i e s r e f u s e d t o c o n v i c t . 

2 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p . 2 0 4 . B y ' m a s k e d f a c e s " Openwork 
means women who w e a r masks when k e e p i n g t i y s t s w i t h t h e i r 
l o v e r s . 

3 I b i d . , p . 1 7 4 . 

4 The Woman K i l l e d w i t h k i n d n e s s , V , v , 7 5 - 8 3 . 
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p a r t i c u l a r l y i n L o n d o n , i n c r e a s e d t h e d a n g e r o f f a l l i n g 

i n t o a d u l t e r y r o r f o r n i c a t i o n . T h r e a t , f o r i n s t a n c e , i r : f 

i n f o r m s B o u c h e r t h a t h e i s mad t o s e e k a v i r g i n i n t n e 
1 

I n n s o f C o u r t , and W i l l i an S m a l l s h a n k s m i s t r e s s t e l l s 

h i m t h a t she h a d r e m a i n e d i n n o c e n t a s l o n g a s she h a d 
2 

l i v e d i n the c o u n t r y . I t i s t r u e , no d o u b t , t h t f c t h e 

c i t y a f f o r d e d more o p p o r t u n i t y t h a n t h e c o u n t r y f o r 

g a l l a n t s a r & c n e r c h a n t s t o v i s i t h o u s e s o f p r o s t i t u t i o n , 

s u c h as C o b , t h e w a t e r c a r r i e r , w a s s u p p o s e d t o h a v e 
3 

k e p t . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e c o r r u p t p o l i c e o f f i c e r s o f t e n 
4 

a c t e d a s bawds. T h e y were r e a d y t o o v e r l o o k t h e f a c t 

t h a t many o f t h e women who s o l d f l o w e r s o r p r o d u c e i n 
5 

t h e s t r e e t s c a r r i e d o n an i l l e g a l t r a d e a s w e l l . 

T h e r e a r e f e w r e f e r e n c e s to t h e f t i n t h e m i d d l e 

c l a s s d r a m a a n d none t h a t c a n b e t a k e n s e r i o u s l y i n a 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f m o r a l s . The s t e a l i n g o f H o g's b o x , 
A l b u m a z a r ' s a b s c o n d i n g , o r F a l s t a f f ' s r o b b e r y a r e n o t 

6 
t h e i n c i d e n t s t h a t I n e e d . A l t h o u g h men w e r e h a n g e d 

1 Ram A l l e y . 1 1 1 . i t p . 3 1 7 . ~ " 

2 I b i d . , l , i , p , 2 7 4 . 

3 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour. l V , v i i i . 

4 c f . Ram A l l e y . W i . p . 3 7 7 . " t h e - m o s t c o n s t a l S e s i n o u r 
o u t p a r i s h e s a r e bawds t h e m s e l v e s . " 

5 c f . G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p . 1 8 2 . The w e n c h w i t h t h e 
b a s k e t o f l i n e n . 

6 O t h e r r o b b e r s e s c a p e as w e l l a n d t h e i r c r i m e s a r e 
n o t r e g a r d e d s e r i o u s l y , c f . S l i p p e r in?Barnes I V . t h e c l o w n 
i n The L o o k i n g G l a s s a n d t h e s c h o l a r i n The P u r i t a n . 
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for s t e a l i n g bread as w e l l as f o r taking money* I can f i n d 
no echo of t h i s summary j u s t i c e i n our pla#s. We s h a l l 
have to turn to the pamphlets and to the rogue l i t e r a x u r e 
to f i n d accounts of remorseful highwaymen and of professional 
thieves tea© p w " t h e i r l a s t repentances before they turn 
to the gibbet. These pamphlets also contain the comments 
of the c i t i z n on the s i n o f s t e a l i n g and t e l l us that 
he did not think death too great a punishment for t h i s 
any kind of t h e f t . 

These are, however, very many references i n the 
drama to cheating and to s e l l i n g goods under f a l s e pretences. 
The merchant who followed these practices was as' g u i l t y 
of robbing h i s customers or fellow tradesmen as was the 
footpad who held a p i s t o l and demanded t h e i r goods. But 
t h i s vice does not bring severe punishment or wholesale 
execration from the c i t i z e n as does robbery committed 
by professional thieves. 

I 

When;I turn from the sins that the Elizabethan con
sidered heinous to the petty vices of h i s day I f i n d 
an abupdance of varied material upon which to draw. I no-fee 
especially that there i s no unanimity of judgement expressed 
i n these references to drunkeness, di c i n g , or smoking, 
although such habits were a l l attacked for the same reason 
They were regarded as i n j u r i o u s to the practice of t h r i f t . 
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Some c i t i z e n s , h o w e v e r , t h o u g h t t h a t money w a s m©Ee 

f o o l i s h l y s p e n t o n p l a s t h a n o n a l e ; o t h e r s , t h a t i t 

was.more o f t e n w a s t e d i n b e t t i n g o n c o c k s t h a n i n b u y i n g 

f i n e f e a t h e r s . 

The s c e n e s o f d r i n k i n g i n t a v e r n o r home i l l u s t r a t e 

v e r y w e l l how t h e E l i z a b e t h a n ' s a t t i t u d e v a r i e d . A s a r u l e 

he d i d n o t condemn a l e o r wind d r i n k i n g u n t i l i t was 
1 

c a r r i e d t o e x c e s s . E y r e , f o r i n s t a n c e , i s q u i t e w i l l i n g 
2 

t o o r d e r b e e r f o r h i s a p p r e n t i c e s , a n d t h e t a v e r n s c e n e s 

f r e q u e n t l y p i c t u r e c i t i z e n s and g a l l a n t s g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r 
3 

t o g o s s i p o r e x c h a n g e news. H a r r i s o n a l s o s p e a k s 

a p p r o v i n g l y o f t a v e r n s , b u t a d d s t h a t men s o m e t i m e s come 
4 

f r o m t h e m " r d d a s c o c k s " . To T o u c h s t o n e , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , 

t a v e r n s a n d t h e d r i n k i n g t h a t t k a e s p l a c e i n them a r e a l w a y s 

t o b e r e g a r d e d as t h r e a t s t o m o r a l i t y . He c o m p l a i n s b i t t e r l y 

t h a t Q u i c k s i l v e r w a s t e s h i s t i m e a n d money r o i s t e r i n g i n 

t a v e r n s . 

T h e r e a r e o t h e r scenss i n t h e p l a y s t h a t show t h e 

c i t i z e n ' s d i s a p p r o v a l o f t h e d r u n k a r d . The c l o w n i n 

The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n a r o u s e s t h e i r e o f Jonah 
£-nS A l e a n d w i n e , o f c o u r s e was t h e n o r m a l d r i n k o f t h e 
E l i z a b e t h a n . W a t e r a n d m i l k w e r e r a r e l y s a f e a n d t e a and 
c o f f e e unknown. 

2 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 1 1 1 , 1 , 9 2 - 9 4 . 

3 Ram A l l e y c o n t a i n s s u c h a. s c e n e , a l s o The L o n d o n 
P r o d i g a l , l , i i , p . 3 7 4 . 

L H a ? ? S f S D e s c r i p t i o n of E n g l a n d , B o o k l l,cap . x v i i i , p.^yo. c l . a l s o , B a r d o l p h i n H e n r y I V , P a r t 1, and The 
H o n e s t Whore, P a r t 1, M a t h e o s p e a k s o f b a s e rogueF^ho 
m a i n t a i n a S t . A n t h o n y ' s f i r e i n t h e i r noses." 

5 « E a s t w a r d Ho, l , i , 1 3 0 - 1 8 0 . 
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1 

and Oseas and t h e i r followers. Much to Bessv' rand Olem' s 

disgusttfctee zgallants-.:f. i n the F a i r Maid o f the West 
• 2 

spend t h e i r time i n drunken rev e l r y . J u s t i c e Tuchih 

imRam Alle y brings disgrace on h i s own head andccn those 
— 3 

of h i s fellow o f f i c i a l s by drinking to excess, fie 

over-indulges i n ale despite the f a c t that he threatens 

to punish drunkards and quotes the law o f James that 

decreed a laannarrestedifor drunkeness f o r the f i r s t time 

was t o be f i n e d f i v e s h i l l i n g or to spend s i x hours 
4 

i n the stocks. S i r Toby and S i r Andrew are egen worse 

drunkards than J u s t i c e Tuchin. They s t i r the contempt 
5 

o f the steward, Malvolio. 

Gambling, on the whole, i s much more wh&eheartedly 

condemned than i s drunkeness. Almst every reference to 

i t i n the plays i s unfavorable. The apprentices are 

es p e c i a l l y given to i t . Their masters complain that they 

wager t h e i r money away i n card games, i n d i c i n g , i n 

racing, or i n cockfighting. ̂ M d k s i l v e r , f o r example, 

1 The Looking Glass f o r London. 2140-2200. 
2 The F a i r M a i d o f t h e W e s t . 

3 Ram A l l e y . l V , i , p . 3 3 5 . 

4 I b i d . , IV, i , p . 3 3 5 , footnote. 

5 Twelfth Night. 11,iii,92-101. 
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n o t o n l y k e e p s a m i s t r e s s , b u t a l s o g a m b l e s a n d b a s 
1 

a r a c i n g n a g . O t b e r m e m b e r s o f t h e L o n d o n p o p u l a c e . 

l i k e t o w a g e r a s w e l l . S p e n d a l , t h e j o u r n e y i a n , 
2 

l o s e s much 6f b i s w e a l t h t h r o u g h g a m b l i n g , a n d M a r t i n 

F l o w e r d a l e g a m b l e d a n d d r a n k u n t i l he c o u l d r e p a i r h i s 
3 

f o r t u n e s o n l y t h r o u g h m a r r i a g e w i t h a n h e i r e s s . 

The c i t i z e n s o f L o n d o n who w e r e c o n c e r n e d o v e r t h e i r 

s o n s a n d a p p r e n t i c e s d i c i n g , d r i n k i n g , a n d b e t t i n g , w e r e 

o f t e n e q u a l l y d i s t u r b e d b y t h e i r a t t e n d a n c e a t p l a y h o u s e s 

o r f a i r s . T o u c h s t o n e i s s u r e t h a t h i s w a y w a r d a p p r e n t i c e h 
4 

h a s l o s t h i s w i t s a t t h e p l a y h o u s e . I n The P u r i t a n 

N i c h o l a s e x p l a i n s t h a t h e h a s b e e n f o r b i d d e n t o h a v e a n y t h i n g 

t o do w i t h p l a y e r s s i n c e t h e y a n d t h e i r p l a y s t e a c h men 
4 

e v i l w a y s . The m e r c h a n t s . f r o w n e d u p o n shows p u t o n i n t h e 

s t r e e t s b y m o u n t e b a n k s an?;upon f a i r s o u t s i d e t h e c i t y 

e v e n m o r e t h a n u p o n p l a y - a c t i n g . Two i n s t a n c e s w i l l i l l u s 

t r a t e t h i s d i s a p p r o v a l . P r a t e i n The Dumb K n i g h t t e l l s 
5 

L o l l i a n o t t o w a t c h m o t i o n s , a n d H a i r b r a i n i n A Mad W o r l d . 

I E a s t w a r d Ho. I V ; i i . 3 0 0 - 3 2 0 . 
fl G r e e n e * s Tu Quogtie, p . 1 9 8 . 

3 The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l . I l l , i i , p . 3 8 4 . 
4 E a s t w a r d Ho, I V . i i . 4 1 8 - 4 2 2 . 
5 The Dumb K n i g h t , 1 1 , i , p . 1 3 5 . M o t i o n s w i l l be d i s c u s s e d 

l a t e r . See p & , 2 4 * . 
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My M a s t e r s t a k e s away M s w i f e ' s " n a u g h t y p a m p h l e t s 1 1 

-Barough w h i c h she l e a r n s o f t h e w o r k o f t h e p l a y w r i g h t a n d 

i f i o r b i d s h e r t o go w a n d e r i n g a b o u t t h e s t r e e t s w h e r e 

she may see m o t i o n s a n j m o n s t e r s . 

S u c h men a s P r a t e and H a i r b r a i n t n o u g h t p a i n t i n g 

t h e f a c e and e l a b o r a t e d r e s s i n g a s w i c k e d a n d a s w a s t e f u l 

a s g o i n g t o t h e t h e a t r e . A s t h e s e vleeez a n d t h e c i t z e n ' s 

a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s them h a v e b e e n d i s c u s s e d i n smme d e t a i l 

p r e v i o u s l y , they.need o n l y b e m e n t i n n e d h e r e . 

A c c o r d i n g t o o u r p l e y > t h e c i t i z e n was f a r l e s s 

d e c i d e d a b o u t t h e i m m o r a l i t y o f s w e a r i n g a n d s m o k i n g 

t h a n h e was a b o u t t h a t Of d i c i n g o r p l a y g o i n g . The 

E l i z a b e t h a n t h o u g h t t h a t s w e a r i n g was f a s h i m a b l e r a t h e r 

t h a n e v i l . a n d was a p t t o become p r o f a n e a t t h e t h e s l i g h t e s t 

p r o v o c a t i o n . M o l l s w e a r s a r o u s e s a g r e a t many w o r d s f r o m 
2 

t h e r o g u e s ' c a n t , t h e s l a n g o f t h e d a y ; F l o w e r d a l e ' s 
.3 

s p e e c h i s a l s o r i c h i n " o a t h s , and S e p t i m i u s , t h e s o l d i e r , 

i n * The F a l s e One i s so p r o f a n e e t h a t A c h i l l e s s ass t h a t t o 

t a k e h i s o a t h s .fmm. h i m i s t o t a k e t h r e e p a r t s o f h i s 
4 

l a n g u a g e . C a p t a i n P u f f i n Ram A l l e y , amazes t h e Widow 
~ ' 5 

T a f f a t a by; h i s f r e q u e n t u s e o f t h e t e r m , "God B l e s s u s . " 
1 A Mad W o r l d , My M a s t e r a s 1, p. 2631 '. 

2 T h e R o a r i n g G i r l , p . 2 1 2 . 

3 The fcondon P r o d i g a l , l , i , p . 3 7 2 . 

4 The F a l s e One, l * i , 8 0 - 8 5 , 

5 Ram A l l e y , 1 1 1 , i , p . 3 2 2 . Widow T a f f a t a s a y s t h a t P u f f 
."swears 'God B l e s s u s ' " . 
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F i n a l l y , G e r t r u d e s w e a r s m i g h t i l y a n d t h i n k s t h a t she 

s p e a k s l i k e a l a d y . T o u c h s t o n e d i s a p p r o v e s o f h i s 

d a u g h t e r ' s c h o i c e o f l a n g u a g e more b e c a u s e h e r e g a r d s 

i t as s i g n o f p r i d e t h a n b e c a u s e h e t h i n k s i t e v i l i n 

i t s e l f . A p p a r e n t l y many a c i t i z e n ' s w i f e o r d a u g h t e r 

s p o k e a s G e r t r u d e d i d and r o u s e d s i m i l a r d i s a p p r o v a l . 

R e f e r e n c e s t o s m o k i n g a r e e v e n more d i v e r s e t h a n t h o s e 

t o s s a a a r i n g . T a k i n g t o b a c c o was a t t a c k e d b e c a u s e i t was 

w a s t e f u l a n d b e c a u s e i t was u n p l e a s a n t . B u t , o n t h e o t h e r 

h a n d , t h e h a b i t o f s m o k i n g was s p r e a d i n g r a p i d l y . A c c o r d i n g 

t o S t o w e , H a w k i n s i n t r o d u c e d t o b a c c o i n 1 5 6 5 . Camden t e l l s 

u s t h a t t o b a c c o d r i n k i n g was common i n 1 6 8 0 . I n t h e 

e a r l y y e a r s o f J a m e s fceign t h e r e w e r e s e v e n t h o u s a n d s h o p s 

s e l l i n g t o b a c c o i n one f o r m o r a n o t h e r . T o b a c c o i s one 
2 • 

o f t h e c h a r a c t e r s i n L i n g u a . M o l l , x d l e , J u s t i c e C l e m e n t s , 

a n d B o b a d i l are i n f a v o r o f s m o k i n g . M o l l smokes w i t h g u s t o ; 
1 E a s t w a r d Ho. I l l , i i . 1 1 0 - 1 9 2 j 1 1 . i . 1 6 3 - 1 7 0 . 

d f . Henry~ T v . P a r t 1 , 1 1 1 , i i , 2 4 9 - 2 6 0 , 
2 H o t s p u r . ...'JfHot tyours, i n g o o d s o o t h ! " H e a r t , y o u 

s w e a r l i k e a c o m f i t - m a k e r ' s w i f e , ' n o t y o u , i n g o o d . s o o t h ! ' 
a n d 'as t r u e a s I l i v e ! ' a n d 'as g o d s h a l l mend me!' a n d 
a s ' s u r e a s d a y ' 
And g i v s t s u c h s a r c e n e t s u r e t y f o r t h y o a t h s 
As i f t h o u n e ' e r w a l k ' s t f u r t h e r t h a n F i n s b u r y . 
Swear me, K a t e , l i k e a l a d y a s t h o u a r t , 
A g o o d m o u t h f i l l i n g o a t h ; a n d l e a v e ' i n s o o t h ' 
And s u c h p r o t e s t s o f p e p p e r g i n g e r b r e a d 
To v e l v e t g u a r d s a n d S u n day c i t i z e n s . 

2 L j m g u a _ , i y 4 ^ i n a t a f f e t a m a n t l e , 
h i s arms b r o w n and n a k e t . B u s k i n s made o f t h e p e e l i n g s o f o s i e r s , 
h i s reck b a r e , h u n g w i t h I n d i a n l e a v e s , h i s f a c e b r o w n p a i n t e d 
w i t h b i n e s t r i p e s . On h i s h e a d a p a i n t e d w i c k e r c r o w n w i t h 
t f c b a c e o p i p e s s e t i n i t . P l u m e s o f t o b a c c o l e a v e s , l e d b y 
two I n d i a n b o y s n a k e t , w i t h t a p e r s i n t h e i r h a n d s , t o b a c c o 
b o x e s and p i p e s l i g h t e d . 
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I d l e w a n t s t o b a c c o ' s s o l a c e i n a d e b t o r s ' p r i s o n ; J u s t i c e 
2 

C l e m e n t s p r a i s e s t h e w e e d ; a n d B o b a d i l i m p r e s s e s C o b , 
3 

t h e w a t e r c a r r i e r , w i t h h i s s m o k i n g . C a s h , h o w e v e r , 
4 

s t r o n g l y d i s a p p r o v e s o f t h e u n p i ? a a n t f u m e s a n d t h e w i f e 

i n The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e t h i n k s t o b a c c o i s 
5 

h o r r i d s t u f f . The c o u r t e z a n B e l l a f r o n t r e f u s e s t o t a k e 
6 

any f r o m t h e g a l l a n t s who come t o h e r house « 

I t w o u l d seem, t h e n , t h a t i t i s e x t r e m e l y d i f f i c u l t 

t o come t o a n y d e f i n i t e c o n c l u s i o n a b o u t t h e m o r a l i t y o f 

t h e c i t i z e n . I t i s t r u e t h a t I h a v e made c e r t a i n g e n e r a l i z a 

t i o n s i n t h e c h a p t e r s o n i d e a l s a n d women, b u t i n t h i s 

e s s a y I h a v e n o t t h e s p a c e t o d e f i n e o r t o d i s c u s s c i t i z e n 

m o r a l i t y aada w h o l e . Omr e v i d e n c e i s t o o v a r i e d . I c a n 

do l i t t l e m o re t h a n i n d i c a t e w h a t t h e a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s 

m©rals andmores was b y g i v i n g r e f e r e n c e s s u c h a s h a v e 

b e e n f o u n d i n t h e p r e c e d i n g p a g e s . 

One f a c t , h o w e v e r , e m e r g e s c l e a r l y l f r o m t h e p l a y s 

i n g e n e r a l a s w e l l a s f r o m p a r t i c u l a r e x a m p l e s . I c a n 

1 The P u r i t a n . l . i v . - p . 4 0 3 . 

2 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, 1 1 1 , i i i . 1 2 8 - 1 6 0 . 

3 I b i d . , 1 1 , i , 1 9 5 - 2 0 2 . 

4 I b i d . , 1 1 1 , i i , 3 3 0 - 3 8 1 . 

5 The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e , 1 , i i , 1 4 0 - 1 4 5 . 

6 The H o n e s t Whore, P a r t 1, l l , i , p J 2 3 . 



s a j w i t h ; c e r t a i n t y thdu t h e f o r c e o f P u r i t a n i s m was 

s t e a d i l y g r o w i n g s t r o n g e r , a n d t h a t i n t i m e t h e L o n d o n 

c i t i z e n ' s m o r a l i t y w o u l d f o r c e h i m t o condemn c o m p l e t e l y 

p l a y s i n w h i c h s m o k i n g , d r i n k i n g , o r s w e a r i n g w e r e 

t r e a t e d a s i n d i f f e r e n t m a t t e r s . 
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• So c l r a l i L F e I f a r e 

i n t h e p l a y s t h a t d e a l w i t h t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n t h e r e 

a r e many r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e d i s b a n d e d s o l d i e r s who b e g g e d 

a t s t r e e t c o r n e r s o r swaggex-ed i n t a v e r n s a n d t o t h e 

" l a n d l e s s " m e n who came to t h e c i t y a n d s w e l l e d t h e r a n k s 

o f t h e " s t u r d y b e g g a r s " . T h e s e r e f e r e n c e s show u s t h a t many 

o f t h e c i t i z e n s w e r e aware o f t h e l a r g e number o f p o o r 

and u n e m p l o y e d i n t h e c i t y a n d t h a t a few o f them t h o u g h t 

some f o r m o f s o c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n was n e c e s s a r y t o c o p e w i t h 

t h e p r o b l e m s o f p o v e r t y a n d c r i m e . I n t h i s c h a p t e r , t h e r e f o r e , 

I ^ s h a l l d i s c u s s t h e E l i z a b e t h a n ' s a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e c a r e 

o f t h e i n d i g e n t a n d t h e c r i m i n a l a s i t i s r e f l e c t e d i n 

t h e d r a m a . 

I n m o s t cae'es, up t o t h e t i m e o f t h e U u d o r s , t h e 

r e l i e f o f t h e p o o r a nd t h e p u n i s h m e n t o f c r i m i n a l s h a d 

b e e n p u r e l y t h e a f f a i r o?ftithe p a r i s h o r t o w n a n d , c o n s e 

q u e n t l y , a l l l e g i s l a t i o n d e a l i n g w i t h c r i m e a n d p o v e r t y , 
1 F o r the b a c k g r o u n d , i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s 

c h l a p t e r I am i n d e b t e d t o : 

J u d g e s , A.V., The E l i z a b e t h a n U n d e r w o r l d . 

L e o n a r d , E.M. E a r l y H i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h P o o r R e l i e f . 

O l d L o n d o n I l l u s t r a t e d . 

O n i o n s , C.T., e d . , Shake spe a r e ' s-" E n g l a n d 

, T r e v e l y a n , G.M., E n g l i s h S o c i a l H i s t o r y . 

2 T h e s e were the t e r m s u s e d i n E l i z a b e t h a n t i m e s t o 
d e s c r i b e the u n e m p l o y e d a g r i c u l t u r a l l a b o r e r . 
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had. b e e n e x t r e m e l y h a p h a z a r d . B u t , b y t h e e n d o f 

E l i z a b e t h ' s r e i g n a p o o r l a w h a d b e e n worked o u t 

t h a t c o v e r e d t K e w h o l e k i n g d o m a n d t h a t was much i n a d v a n c e 
1 

o f s i m i l a r l e g i s l a t i o n o n t h e c o n t i n e n t . 

U n d e r t h e E l i z a b e t h a n p o o r L aw t h e c a r e o f t h e p e n n i l e s s 

r e m a i n e d t h e i m m e d i a t e : ' c o n c e r n o f t h e l o c a l p a r i s h , b u t t h e 

p a r i s h o f f i c e r s w e r e d i r e c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e t o t h e c r o w n . 

I n t h e c o u n t r y d i s t r i c t s , f o r e x a m p l e , t h e p a r i s h k p o o r 

r e l i e f was o v e r s e e n by t h e J u s t i c e o f t h e g e a e e , who was 

a s e r v a n t o f t h e Queen. I n t h e t o w n s t h e v a r i o u s o f f i c i a l s 

i n c h a r g e o f w o r k h o u s e s and o f a l m s h a d t o make t h e i r r e p o r t s 

t o t h e P r i v y C o u n c i l . 

T h e s e p a r i s h o f f i c i a l s w e r e c o m p e l l e d b y l a w t o b u y 

m a t e r i a l and t o b u i l d w o r k h o u s e s f o r t h o s e among t h e i n d i g e n t 

who b e l o n g e d i n t h e i r d i s t r i c t s a n d who w e r e w i l l i n g , t o 

w o r k . They h a d a l s o t o g i v e a i m s a nd s h e l t e r t o t h e a g e s 

a n d t o t h o s e who c o u l d n o t w o r k . T h e y d i d e v e r y t h i n g 

p o s s i b l e , h o w e v e r , t o a v o i d g i v i n g r e l i e f t o any p e o p l e i n 
2 

t h e p a r i s h who were n o t i n t i t l e d t o - i t , 

1 h a v e d e s c r i b e d b r i e f l y t h e a s p e c t o f p o o r r e l i e f i n 

t h r o u g h o u t E n g l a n d i n t h e l a t e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . C o n d i t i o n s 

i n L o n d o n , h o w e v e r , d i d n o t .always d u p l i c a t e t h o s e i n o t h e r 

p a r t s o f t h e c o u n t r y ; a n d , t h e r e f o r e I s n a i l now l o o k a t 
1 The E l i z a b e t h a n P o o r Law was n o t a l t e r e d i n any s i g n i f i -

c a n t d e t a i l u n t i l 1 8 3 4 , when t h e New P o o r Law was p a s s e d , 
2 The O v e r s e e r s o f t h e P o o r d i d a l l t h e y c o u l d t o f o r c e t h e 

v a g r a n t t o w o r k , A l a w p a s s e d i n 1547 s a i d t h a t t h e v a g r a n t 
who r e f u s e d t o w o r k s h o u l d be f o r c i b l y a p p r e n t i c e d . I n 1 567, 
he c o u l d be s e n t t o t h e g a l l e y s o r b a n i s h e d f r o m E n g l a n d . 
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a t c e r t a i n p r o b l e m s t h a t w e r e p e c u l i a r t o t h e c a p i t a l . I n 

The O v e r s e e r s o f t h e P o o r i n L o n d o n , f o r e x a m p l e , f o u n d i t 

d i f f i c u l t t o e n f o r c e t h e P o o r Law j u s t l y when t h e y were 

c o n f r o n t e d b y t h e l a r g e n u m b e r s o f d i s b a n d e d s o l d i e r s a n d 

l a n d l e s s men who h a d f l o c k e d t o t h e c i t y . T h e s e c r o w d e d 

i n t o t h e l o w d i s t r i c t s s u c h a s A l s a t i a a n d g r e a t l y s w e l l e d 

t h e r a n k s o f t h i e v e s , d e b t o r s , and b e g g a r s . 

T h e r e a r e many a l l u s i o n s i n t h e p l a y s b o t h t o s o l d i e r s 

and t o l a n d l e s s men a n d t o t h e p r o v i s i o n made f o r t h e m . 

I s h a l l now c o n s i d e r t h o s e t h a t r e f e r e t o t h e u n e m p l o y e d 

a g r i c u l t u r a l l l a b o r e r s e n d t o t h e i n d o s u r e t h a t h a d f o r c e d 
1 

them t o come t o t o w n . 

I n S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , f o r i n s t a n c e , two o l d men 

s i t i n t h e a l e h o u s e on t h e p u b l i c r o a d and d i s c u s s t h e p Q o r 

i n g e n e r a l and t h e " s t u r d y b e g g a r " i n p a r t i c u l a r . T h e y s a y 

t h a t t h e r e a r e . ; i t a o r e o s t o c k s " t o s e t t h e l a t t e r i n t h a n t h e r e 
2 

a r e " h o u s e s t o r e l i e v e them". They m e n t i o n t h e s t a t u t e t h a t 

f o r b a d e a .man t o l e a v e h i s own p a r i s h and t h e y t a l k a b o u t t e 

c o m p u l s o r y g i v i n g o f a l m s . B u t e v e n t h o u g h t h e s e o l d men 

a r e s y m p a t h e t i c t o t h e ,'isturdy b e g g a r " t h e y f e e l t h a t he 1 A l t h o u g h t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n seemed t o t h i n k t h a t 
e n c l o s u r e was one o f t h e g r e a t e r e v i l s o f h i s d a y , i t i s 
d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r a s many o f t h e " s t u r d y b e g g a r s " , a s r h e 
b e l i e v e d , were r e c r u i t e d f r o m t h e r a n k s o f l a n d l e s s men,-
i n some c a s e s , w h o l e v i l l a g e s w e r e d e p o p u l a t e d , b u t t h i s 
o c c u r r e n c e was t h e e x c e p t i o n r a t h e r t h a n t h e r u l e . I t was 
n o t u n t i l t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y t h a t t h e p r o b l e m o f d e p o p u 
l a t i o n became a c u t e , e f . J u d g e s , A.V., The E l i z a b e t h a n  
U n d e r w o r l d , " I n t r o d u c t i o n " , ppv-vii.- a n d T r e v e l y a n , G.M,, 
E n g l i s h s o c i a l H i s t o r y , pp,tl6-l*>o f o r two d i f f e r i n g v i e w s . 
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t h r e a t e n s t h e p e a c e o f t h e c o m m o n w e a l t h ; i n g e n e r a l , o t h e r 

c i t i z e n s a r e of t h e same o p i n i o n . The s e r v a n t , Wagner,' i n 

D o c t o r E a u s t u s , f o r i n s t a n c e , h a s h e a r d o f l a n d l e s s men 
1 

and s p e a k s of. t h e c l o w n a s a " v i l l i a n h a r e a n d o u t o f s e r v i c e . " 

The c i t i z e n s d e s c r i b e S i r P e t r o n a l P l a s h a f t e r t h e f f a i l u r e 

o f h i s "Betting s a i l f o r V i r g i n i a " a s " c o m i n g t o town l i k e 
2 

a ma. s t e r l e s s man" I n t h i s p h r a s e t h e y i m p l y that t h e k n i g h t 

i s a w o r t h l e s s p e r s o n . ' . 

B e f o r e I t u r n t o t h e p l a y s t h a t c o n t a i n r e f e r e n c e s 

t o t h e d i s b a n d e d s o l d i e r s o f E l i z a b e t h a n L o n d o n , 1 - s h a l l 

l o o k a t t h e E n g l i s h army i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t 

was i n v e r y b a d r e p u t e . T h e q u e e n a l l o w e d h e r s o l d i e r s t o 

go w i t h o u t p a y a s l o n g a s she p o s s i b l y c o u l d ; and, c o n 

s e q u e n t l y , no man who was a b l e to make a l i v i n g e l s e w h e r e 

w o u l d e n t e r t h e army v o l u n t a r i l y . I t s r a n k s h a d t o be s u p p l i e d 

f r o m t h e g o a l s or t h r o u g h t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f the p r e s s g a n g . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e c a p t a i n s i n c h a r g e o f t h e s e c o n v i c t s a n d p r e s s e d 

men did n o t c a r e how many of them w e r e k i l l e d f o r t h e y k e p t 

t h e p a y o f t h e s l a i n when a n d ^ i f i t w e r e d e l i v e r e d . O t h e r 

o f f i c e r s p u t f i c t i t i o u s names o n t h e i r r o l l s so t h a t t h e y 

d o u l d c l a i m p a y f o r t h e s e i m a g i n a r y s o l d i e r s . I n d e e d , o n 

t h e w h o l e , t h e p i c t u r e o f P a l s t a f f a n d h i s "one h u n d r e d a n d 

1 D o c t o r F a u s t u s . l . i v . 8 - 1 0 . 

, 2 E a s t w a r d Ho. I V , i i , 110-120. 
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f i f t y t a t t e r e d p r o d i g a l s " i s n o t vefcy f a r f r o m t h e t r u t h ; 

a nd l i v i n g c o u n t e r p a r t s o f t h e P u f f s a n d t h e P i s t o l s o f 
2 

t h e p l a y s w e r e o f t e n f o u n d i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n army. 

The a u t h e n t i c s o l d i e r s who s w a g g e r e d and b o a s t e d i n 

t h e L o n d o n tavern® o r who b e g g e d f o r a l m s i n t h e " " s t r e e t s 

w ere j o i n e d by h o r d e s o f i m p o s t e r s . S o m e t i m e s t h e s e were 

l a n d l e s s men, s o m e t i m e s t h e m e r e r a g - t a g o f t h e c i t y . I n 

a t y a n y . r a t e , w i t h t h e a i d o f t h e i r b o r r o w e d m i l i t a r y g l o r y , 

t h e y h o p e d t o b u y f o o d and l o d g i n g . 

I n t h e d r a m a t h e r e a r e many s c e n e s t h a t t e l l u s how 

t h e s e s o l d i e r s t r i e d t o o b b t a i n a l i v i n g . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

p l a y s t h e r e seems t o be t h r e e p r i n c i p a l m e t h o d s f o r b o t h 

a u t h e n t i c and sham m e n - a t - a r m s t o malLeoends m e e t . They 
3 

m i g h t p l a n t o m a r r y w e a l t h y women, a s d i d P u f f o r S i r 
4 

P e t r o n e l F l a s h . T h e y m i g h t , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , show 
t h e i r s c a r s a n d a s k f o r a l m s i n c o m p e n s a t i o n f o r t h e i r 

s e r v i c e s , a s Mawworm and A n t i e n t A u b r e y may h a v e d o n e . 
5 

The i m p o s t e r s , B r a i n w o r m , i n E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, 

a n d T r a p d o o r , i n T h e R o a r i n g ^ ' G i r l , a t t e m p t t o o b t a i n 

1 H e n r y I V , P a r t 1, I V , i i , 1 0 - 1 5 0 . 
2 The s w a g g e r i n g s o l d i e r i n t h e p l a y s seems t o me 

t o b e a s much a p o r t r a i t o f an E n g l i s h s o l d i e r a s a n 
e c ho o f t h e " m i l e s g l o r i o s u s V v 

3n Ram A l l e y , 1 1 1 , i i , p . 3 1 4 . 

4 E a s t w a r d Ho. I l l , i i , 7 0 - 7 5 . 

5 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour. 1 1 , i i . 
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money i n a si m i l a r manner. Trapdoor says that he i s 

"a poor so l d i e r , hurt i n the low countries, taken by 
21 

the Turk i n the seige of Belgrade." 

Many of the sol d i e r s , however, preferred to use yet 

another method to gain t h e i r l i v i n g . These men, l i k e 

Bobadil, found that they could exist through p r a c t i s i n g 

various forms of charlatanism. Thus, some might brag of 

t h e i r deeds and flaunt themselves as experienced and widely 

t r a v e l l e d men, connoiseurs f o f everything from fencing 
2 : 

to food. These men would pretend that t h e i r friendship was 

a p r i v i l e g e granted only to a chosen few; they hoped that 

those whome they impressed j p a r t i c u l a r l y the women, would 

pay t h e i r b i l l s or even pawn t h e i r plate to support such 

f i n e g a l l a n t s . Bobadil i s an example of t h i s type of s o l d i e r . 

S i r Arthur of The London Prodigal describes them as haunting 
4 

taverns and l i v i n g o f f t h e i r hostesses. 

Soldiers such as Skirmish anit.Oath, on the other hand, 

practised a s l i g h t l y more elaborate form of cheating. They 
1 The Roaring G i r l , P1214-215. c f . Moll's atti t u d e . 

She says that such men as Trapdoor are a disgrace to t h e i r 
profession. He i s a "mere whip-jack, and that i s i n the 
commonwealth of rogues a slave, that can t a l k of a sea-fight, 
name a l l your c h e i f p i r a t e s , discover more countries to you 
than either the Dutch, Spanish, Rreneh. or i n g l i s h ever 
found out; yet indeed a l l h i s s e r v i c e ^ i s by land, and that 
i s to rob a f a i r or some such venturous e x p l o i t , 

2 cf. The Honest Whore, Part 1, 1,11,p. 1 0 1 , Fustlgo says 
thaj, he w i l l manage to l i v e by~ pretending to be a " t e r r i b l e 
wide mouthed swaggerer". 
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s e t t h e m s e l v e s u p as c o n j u r e r s o r a l c h e m i s t s ahd o b t a i n e d 

money f r o m c r e d u l o u s c i t i z e n s b y p e r f o r m i n g m e g i c . B o t h 

O a t h and. S k i r m i s h s e y t h a t t h e y a r e f o r c e d t o " t u r n t o 

> t h e i r w i t s " i n t h i s manner so t h a t t h e y w i l l n o t be 
1 

i m p r i s o n e d i n t h e C o u n t e r . 

D e s p i t e a l l t h e i r s c h e m i n g , t h e d i s b a n d e d s o l d i e r s 

s o m e t i m e s f o u n d t h a t t h e y c o u l d n o t o b t a i n enough money 

t o k e e p t h e m . T h e n , t h e y - w e r e o f t e n f o r c e d t o j o i n o t h e r 

d e b t o r s i n , p r i s o n . I d l e , f o r i n s t a n c e , i s s e n t t o t h e 
2 

M a r s h a l s e a . 

The p r o b l e m o f c a r i n g f o r t h e p e n n i l e s s i n L o n d o n , 

d i f f i c u l t e nough a l r e a d y , was made y e t more c o m p l i c a t e d 

b y t h e l a r g e number o f d e b t o r s , who w e r e o f t e n n e i t h e r 

s o l d i e r s n o r l a n d l e s s men, n o r p a u p e r s i n t h e u s u a l s e n s e 

o f t h e w o r d . O f t e n t h e y were - m e r c h a n t s who had b e e n u n s u c c e s s 

f u l i n b u s i n e s s v e n t u r e s . As s u c h t h e y w e r e n o t e n t i t l e d ' 

t o be c a r e d f o r i n t h e w o r k h o u s e ; n o t b e i n g s o l d i e r s t h e y 

were u n a b l e t o show t h e i r wounds a s t h e y b e g g e d . T h e r e 

was no g o v e r n m e n t o r m u n i c i p a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t o w h i c h M i e y 
.3 

c o u l d t u r n f o r a i d . I n d e e d , t h e y w e r e . a t t a c k e d by c i t y 

o f f i c i a l s r a t h e r t h a n h e l p e d . T h e i r d e b t s w e r e t r e a t e d as 

c r i m e s , and t h e y w e re c o m i t t e d t o a d e b t o r s " p r i s o n u n t i l 

t h e y couc&d p a y t h e money t h a t t h e y owed. 

' 1 The P u r i t a n , l , i l , p . 4 0 1 . 

2 I b i d . , l , i v , p . 4 0 3 . 
3 A i d was s o m e t i m e s g i v e n by t h e g u i l d t o i t s members 

i s f h e y r a n i n t o d e b t . 
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The E l i z a b e t h a n c i t i z e n s , o n t h e w h o l e , f o u n d no 

f a u l t w i t h t h i s t r e a t m e n t o f t h e d e b t o r . They f e l t t h a t , 

i f a man r a n i n t o d e b t , h e was b e i n g p u n i s h e d f o r t h e s i n 

o f i d l e n e s s , a n d t h e y d i d n o t t h i n k t h a t i t was r i d i c u l o u s 

t o i m p r i s o n h i m i f h e owed o t h e r q i e n . They d i d n o t s e e t h a t 

t h e d e b t o r c o u l d h a r d l y l o o k t o h i s a f f a i r s a n d e a r n 

enough money t o p a y h i s d e b t s w h i l e h e was i n t h e C o u n t e r . 

JS'-HT zDfflSY-Tpt i n The R o a r i n g G i r l v o i c e s t h e c i t i z e n s 1 

a t t i t u d e when h e s a y s : 

When p r o d i g a l r u f f i a n s f a r i n d e b t a r e g r o w n , 1 
S h o u l d n o t y o u c u t t h e m , c i t i z e n s w e r e o d ' e r t h r o w n . 

The d e b t o r s w e r e U 1 s u ^ E 5 f ^ * ^ i t t o t h e F l e e t o r t o t h e 

C o y n t e r and, w h i l e t h e r e , they'werae e x p e c t e d t o p a y f o r 

t h e i r f o o d . T h e r e i s a n i n t e r e s t i n g s c e n e i n Q G r e e n e ' s 

Tu Quoque t h a t d e s c r i b e s t h e p r i s o n e r s ' m e a l t i m e a n d t h e 
2 

w r a n g l i n g o v e r t h e p r i c e s o f b r e a d a n d w i n e . O r i g i n a l l y , 

t h e d e b t o r s h a d t o p a y f o r t h e i r w a t e r and l o d g i n g a l s o , 

b u t t h i s c u s t o m e was a b o l i s h e d fey S i r S t e p h e n F o s t e r . He 

h a d b e e n i n a d e b t o r ' s p r i s o n , a t one t i m e . L a t e r , h e became 

M a y o r ; h e r e b u i l d t L d u g a t e i n : i l 4 5 0 , and made i t i l l e g a l t o 

c h a r g e d e b t o r s f o r t h e i r l o d g i n g a n d w a t e r . 

Kiw r e f e r e n c e s t h a t d e a l w i t h t h e C o u n t e r and t h e 

F l e e t a n d w i t h t h e men and women c o m m i t t e d t o "thorn a r e 

many and v a r i e d . T hey r a n g g f r o m t h o s e t h a t s p e a k o f t h e 
1 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p. . 

2 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p.557- 2 6 0 . 
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p r o d i g a l who l o s e s h i s money t h r o u g h w a n t o n s p e a n d i n g 

t o t h o s e t h a t p f c c t u r e t h e h a r d w o r k i n g c i t i z e n whose 

a r g o s i e s h a v e b e e n l o s t a n & h i s i n c o m e w i t h t h e m . S p e n d a l 

i s a g o o d e x a m p l e o f t h e f i r s t t y p e , B a n n i s t e r o f t h e s e c o n d . 

The f o r m e r i s c o n f i n e d t o a d e b t o r s ' p r i s o n a n d i n one s c e n e 

h e i s a s k e d t o p a y f o r h i s f o o d . He i s t o l d t h a t i f he d o e s 

n o t p a y title r e q u i r e d amount h e w i l l h a v e t o g o i n t o t h e 

"two p e n n y w a r d " o r i n t o *&he h o l e " The d e b t o r s who 

c o u l d a f f o r d l u x u r i e s o r who h a d f r i e n d s t o p r o v i d e f o r 

them l i v e d i n mouse p l e a s a n t q u a r t e r s t h a n t h o s e who h a d 

n e i t h e r w e a l t h y f r i e n d s n o r o t h e r r e s o u r c e s . 

O t h e r r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e d e b t o r s ' p r i s o n s a r e f o u n d 

i n Ram A l l e y . I n t h i s p l a y , F r a n c i s a s k s t h e s e r g e a n t 

a b o u t t h e h e a l t h o f t h e k e e p e r o f t h e C o u n t e r . She s a y s 

t h a t when s h e h a d b e e n i m p r i s o n e d f o r m e r l y he h a d a l w a y s 

g i v e n h e r g o o d p* o v i s i o n s t h a t he h a d r e f u s e d t o g i v e 

t h e k n i g h t s . S m a l l s h a n k s , i n t h e same p l a y , i s so much 

i n d e b t and so a f r a i d o f t h e C o u n t e r t h a t h e l i v e s i n t h e 

s u b u r b s a n d " d w i n d l e s a s much a t a s e r g e a n t i n b u f f a s a n 

new p l a y e r d o e s a t a p l a g u e b i l l . 

The p r o b l e m o f d e b t i s t r e a t e d more s y m p a t h e t i c a l l y 

iff/Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l t h a n i n any o t h e r p l a y . I n i t 

~~1 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, P P . 2 6 0 . 2 5 7 . 

1 

2 

" 3 

The k e e p e r o f t h e C o u n t e r ? . . . He i s a n h o n e s t 
H a s o f t e n s t o o d f o r me 
A n d b e e n my f r i e n d ; and l e t me go o ' t r u s t 
F o r * v i c t u a l , when he h a s d e n i e d i t k n i g h t s . . . . 

man; 

3 I b i d . , l , L . 
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t h e u n f a i r n e s s o f i m p r i s o n m e n t and t h e n e c e s s i t y f o r 

some s o r t o f o l d age p e n s i o n f o r l o y a l r e t a i n e r s a r e "both 
1 

d i s c u s s e d . The a n c i e n t s e r v a n t s , S e e l y ar&jo'an, f o r 

i n s t a n c e , who h a v e b e e n f o r c e d t o pawn t h e i r cow t o e s c a p e e 

the d e b t o r S i p r i s o n ^ a r e g i v e n a s m a l l i n c o m e b y C r o m w e l l 
2 

and commended f o r t h e i r h o n o r a b l e s e r v i c e . I n t h e same 

p l a y , t h e h o n e s t m e r c h a n t B a n n i s t e r , who h a s b e e n f o r c e d t o 

f l y t o A n t w e r p t o a v o i d b e i n g sBnt t o t h e C o u n t e r , i s t r e a t e d 

w i t h u n d e r s t a n d i n g ; a n d , a t t h e end o f t h e p l a y , h i s p e r s e -
3 

c u t o r , B a g o t , i s p u n i s h e d f o r h i s h a r s h n e s s . 

The p l a y s a n & p a m p h l e t s t h a t e x p r e s s s y m p a t h y f o r 

t h e d e b t o r a r e i n t h e m i n o r i t y , h o w e v e r ; a n d we must t a k e 

i t f o r g r a n t e d t h a t t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s who w e r e c o n c e r n e d o v e r 

t h e s t u p i d i t y o f i m p r i s o n m e n t f o r d e b t w e r e r e l a t i v e l y 

f e w i n number. M o s t o f o u r p l a y s a n d many o f t h e c i t i z e n s 

s i m p l y s p e a k o f t h e F l e e t a n d t h e C o u n t e r a s p a r t o f E l i z a 

b e t h a n l i f e . I t i s e a s y t o u n d e r s t a n d why t h e p r o b l e m o f 

d e b t c o n t i n u e d ^ t o be t r o u b l e s o m e f o r many y e a r s . The 

M a r s h a l s e a f l o u r i s h e d u n t i l t h e d a y s o f Macaw b e r . 

O t h e r p r o b l e m s c o n n e c t e d w i t h c r i m e a n d p o v e r t y 

a r e t r e a t e d i n t h e pla#S a nd p a m p h l e t s . I h a v e d i s c u s s e d 
many o f t h e s e i n t h e s e c t i o n s on i d e a l s , e t h i c s , a n d 

4 

L o n d o n . I h a v e s a i d t h a t t h e p o l i c e f o r c e v/as i n a d e q u a t e , 

1 Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , 1 1 1 , l i r a . 3 5 2 . ~ " 

2 I b i d . , l V y i i , p . 3 6 2 . 
3 I b i d . , 1 1 , i i i , p . 3 5 6 . 

4 see above ? pp.15,17^53,12.7^ £04 -£05. 
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t h a t i t s members w e r e u n d e r p a i d , a nd t h a t t h e y e n c o u r a g e d 

p r o s t i t u t i o n . S u c h a c o n s t a b u l a r y c o u l d n o t c o p e w i t h 

h a l f t h e c r i m e o f E l i z a b e t h a n L o n d o n , and, a l l t h e w h i l e 

more a c t s o f v i o l e n c e w e n e b e i n g c o m m i t t e d t h a n h a d b e e n 

i n t h e y e a r s b e f o r e . S o m e t i m e s t h e s e w e r e t h e d i r e c t 

r e s u l t o f summary and u n i n t e l l i g e n t j u s t i c e . The p r i s o n s , 

i n c l u d i n g t h o s e f o r d e b t o r s , w e r e n e g l i g e n t l y g o v e r n e d , 

N e w g a t e , t h e s t a t e p r i s o n , was n o t much b e t t e r t h a n B r i d e w e l l , 
1 

t h e h o u s e a'€ c o r r e c t i o n f o r p r o s t i t u t e s . B e d l a m , wheies 
t h e i r e ane w e r e t r e a t e d as c r i m i n a l s , was t h e w o r s t o f 

2 
a l l . 

I n c o n c l u s i o n , I may say t h a t t h e E l i z a b e t h a n P o o r 

Law was t h e o n l y i m p o r t a n t s o c i a l i g i s l a t i o n p a s s e d i n 

t h e l a t e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . O t h e r w i s e t h e E l i z a b e t h a n s 

seemed t o b e c a u t h t i n a v i c i o u s c i r c l e . T h e y made 

no a t t e m p t t o r e f o r m c r i m i n a l s o r t o r o o t o u t t h e s o c i a l 

e v i l s t h a t l e d t o t h e f t a n d m u r d e r . N o t h i n g c o r s t r u c -

t i v e , f o r i t s t a n e e , was d o n e f o r t h e l a n d l e s s m e n o r f o r 

t h e d i s b a n d e d s o l d i e r s . T h e r e f o r e , t h e y w e r e f r e q u e n t l y 
3 

r e d u c e d t o s t e a l i n g . I t i s t r u e t h a t i n o u r p l a y s , i n 

1 The W i s e s t w h o r e . P a r t 11, V , i i , p p . 2 7 0 - 2 7 1 . 

2 I b i d , , P a r t 1, V , i i , p p . 1 7 3 * 1 9 0 . 

3 S o m e t i m e s t h i s p r a c t i c e was e n c o u r a g e d b y o u t w a r d l y 
r e s p e c t a b l e . . c i t i z e n s , c f . T h e L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , 
jh©30-1950. The u s u r e r u r g e s A l c o n a n d h i s w i f e t o s t e a l 
so t h a t h e may b e n e f i t f r o m t h e i r c r i m e s . 
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a f e w i n s t a n c e s , seem t o i n d i c a t e an a w a k e n i n g s o c i a l • 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s , b u t t h i s h a d n o t a s y e t become v e r y a c t i v e . 

The w e l f a r e w o r k now p e r f o r m s d b y s t a t e o r c i t y s t i l l seemed 

t o be, t o many c i t i z e n s , t h e d u t y o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l o r 

o f t h e g u i l d . 
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1 

The S t a t e 
I n t h i s c h a p t e r ! , s h a l l t u r n t o t h e E l i z a b e t h a n ' s 

c o n c e p t o f t h e i d e a l s t a t e . T h e r e a r e s e v e r a l r e a s o n s 

f o r d e v o t i n g a c o m p l e t e c h a p t e r t o t h e c i t i z e n s ' r e a c t i o n 

t o a u t h o r i t y a s i t w a s e m b o d i e d i n t h e n a t i o n a l a i d m u n i c i 

p a l g o v e r n m e n t s . I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , s i n c e I an t r y i n g 

t o make my s u r v e y o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s drama a s c o m p l e t e 

as p o s s i b l e , I m u s t c o n s i d e r t h e l a r g e number o f r e f e r e n c e s 

i n t h e p l a y s t o t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e c o u n t r y and t o t h e 

n e c e s s i t y f o r an e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r . 

T h e r e i s , h o w e v e r , a n o t h e r r e a s o n f o r l o o k i n g a t t h e i s e 

s p e e c h e s a b o u t r i o t , r e b e l l i o n , a n d p e a c e f u l g o v e r n m e n t . 

N o t many y e a r s a f t e r 1620 t h e m i d d l e c l a s s i n L o n d o n 

u n i t e d raid s u p p o r t e d P a r l i a m e n t i n b e h e a d i n g a k i n g , . I t i s 

i n t e r e s t i n g t o see, that t h e c i t i z e n o f E l i z a b e t h ' s day 

would:.not h a v e a p p r o v e d o f any s u g g e s t i o n t o d e p o s e t h e 
2 

q u e e n . He w o u l d h a v e c o n s i d e r e d s u c h a c t i o n as-:-treason 

t o o h o r r i b l e t o c o n t e m p l a t e . D e s p i t e h i s g r o w i n g p o w e r , 

he w o u l d n o t h a v e b e l i e v e d t h a t h e w o u l d e v e r u s e i t a g a i n s t 

t h e t h r o n e . 

We know, i n g e n e r a l , t h e c i t i z e n ' s o u t l o o k o n t h e 

s t a t e and c a n see t h e r e a s o n s f o r h i s d e c i d e d s t a n d a g a i n s t 
1, The b a c k g r o u n d m a t e r i a l f o r t h i s c h a p t e r h a s a l r e a d y 

b e e n l i s t e d . I t i s much t h e same a s f o r t h e c h a p t e r o n 
i d e a l s . S'ee^p. 11. 

2 T h i s s t a t e m e n t , o f c o u r s e , r e f e r s t o t h e m a j o r i t y 
o f c i t i z e n s and d o e s n o t i n c l u d e t h o s e t h a t w e re e n g a g e d 
i n j J p o p i s h p l o t s " . 
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t r e a s o n . I h a v e s a i d p r e v i o u s l y t h a t h e i n h e r i t e d t h e 

m e d i e v a l c o n c e p t o f d e g r e e . He b e l i e v e d t h a t a n a t i o n s , 

s h o u l d c o n s i s t o f r a n k u p o n r a n k o f d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s , 

e a c h f u l f i l l i n g a p a r t i c u l a r f u n c t i o n i n o b e d i e n c e t o & 

c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t y . He d i d n o t c h a n g e h i s o p i n i o n i n . oy.r 

p e r i o d , and I s h a l l now o u t l i n e some o f h i s r e a s o n s f o r 

m a i n t a i n i n g i t so f i r m l y . 

I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , a l l members o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s 

w i s h e d t o h a v e a n o r d e r l y s o c i e t y and a s t r o n g g o v e r n m e n t 

b e c a u s e t h e i r b u s i n e s s c o u l d be c a r r i e d o n .most s u c c e s s f u l l y 

u n d e r p e a c e f u l c o n d i t i o n s . T h e y knew t h a t r i o t a n d c i v i l 

d i s t u r b a n c e h i n d e r e d commerce. The E l i z a b e t h a n remenb e r e d 

t h a t t h e Wars o f t h e R o s e s a n d e v e n t h e p e r s e c u t i o n ' s o f 

E d w a r d V I a n l o f M a r y h a d t e n d e d t o r u i n t h e p r o s p e r i t y 

o f t h e c o u n t r y t h r o u g h i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h t r a d e . 

S e c o n d l y , t h e c i t i z e n s , a l t h o u g h g r o w i n g i n p o w e r , 

h a d no d e s i r e t o u s e t h e i r w e a l t h t o d e s t r o y t h e n o b i l i t y 

o r t o u p s e t t h e o r d e r o f r a n k . T h e y w i s h e d r a t h e r t o 

f i n d t h e i r way among t h e l o r d s and t o e n j o y t h e l a t t e r ' s 

t r a d i t i o n a l p r i v i l e g e s . The c i t i z e n s o f L o n d o n a n d o f 

o t h e r l a r g e t o w n s may h a v e b e e n j e a l o u s o f t h e p o w e r a n d 

" i n f l u e n c e o f t h e g r e a t n o b l e , b u t t h e y taever r e g a r d e d 

t h e H o w a r d s and t h e S o m e r s e t s a s t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

P a r i s i a n s d i d t h e l o r d s a t V e r s a i l l e s . 
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The m i d d l e c l a s s c r a f t s m a n o r m e r c h a n t who l i v e d i n 

L o n d o n h a d p a r t i c u l a r l y s t r o n g r e a s o n s t o f r o w n on r e b e l l i o n 

a g a i n s t t h e t h r o n e . H i s c i t y h a d g a i n e d i t s ; p o w e r 

t h r o u g h j o i n i n g t h e k i n g s i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e s a g a i n s t t h e n o b l 

and i t h a d o b t a i n e d p r i v i l e g e s a n d l i b e r t i e s i n r e t u r n f o r 

i t s s u p p o r t . N a t u r a l l y , t h e r e f o r e , a t t h i s p e r i o d , t h e 

s e n t i m e n t o f t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n w o u l d be i n f a v o r o f t h e k i n g 

o r q u e e n . I t w o u l d h a v e b e e n i m p o s s i b l e f o r any l o ^ / a l 

t r a d e s m a n t o f o r e s e e t h e t i m e when a k i n g w o u l d t h r e a t e n 

t h e f i n a n c i a l p ower o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s r a t h e r t h a n u s e 

i t . a g a i n s t t h e n o b l e s . 

F i n a l l y , t h e g r o w t h o f n a t i o n a l s p i r i t a n d t h e 

i n c r e a s e d p a t r i o t i s m o f a l l c l a s s e s o f E n g l i s h m e n s e r v e d 

t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e i d e a l o f an o r g a n i z e d s t a t e . P r i d e i n 

E n g l a n d ' s a c h i e v e m e n t s i n t h e N e w W o r l d a n d i n h e r d e f e a t , 

o f t h e Armada made t h e a v e r a g e E l i z a b e t h a n f E e e l t h a t 

a l m o s t a n y t h i n g c o u l d be d a r e d i f E n g l a n d r e m a i n e d t r u e 

t o h e r s e l f and . u n i t e d w i t h i n h e r b o r d e r s . - Ralph, i n 

t h e S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , f o r i n s t a n c e , a l t h o u g h p r e s s e d 

i n t o t h e army a n d f o r c e d t o l e a b e h i s w i f e , n e v e r q u e s t i o n s 

t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e s t a t e t h a t h a s t r e a t e d h i m i n t h i s 

summary manner. B o t h he and E y r e f e e l t h a t i t i s h i s 

d u t y t o " c r a c k ' theVc'rowns o f t h e F r e n c h k n a v e s " " f o r 

t h e g l o r y o f E n g l a n d . 

I The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y . l , i , 2 4 1 - 2 5 3 . 



W i t h t h e s e i n f l u e n c e s w o r k i n g u p o n h i m i t i s r ; n o w o n d er 

t h a t t h e c i t i z e n was i n f a v o r o f " o r d e r " a n d " d e g r e e " , o r 

t h a t h i s c o u n t e r p a r t i n t h e d r a m a a l w a y s s u p p o r t s a u t h o r i t y . 

The l a t t e r ' s s e n t i m e n t n e v e r v a r i e s , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e tgrpe 

o f p l a y . B o t h i n t h e o n e s t h a t c r i t i c i s e t h e c i t i z e n a n d i n 

t h o s e t h a t p v a i s e h i m h e i s s e e n s p e a k i n g a g a i n s t d i s s e n t i o n , 

d e p l o r i n g r i o t , a n d p r a i s i n g p e a c e a n d s u b j e c t i o n t o o f f i c i a l 

d e c r e e s , From t h e p l a y s o f S h a k e s p e a r e t o t h e m o s t f e e b l e 

e f f o r t s o f unknown w r i t e r s t h e o u t l o o k r e m a i n s t h e same. 

I n The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , f o r e x a m p l e , O s e a s 

s a y t h a t a d i s t u r b e d commonwealth i s a h e l l , " I f f e e t 
1 

h o l d h e a d i n s c o r n , t h e d t y s t a t e w i l l f a l l and be f o r l o r n . " 

H i s l a n g u a g e may n o t be as e l a b o r a t e a s t h a t o f U l y s s e s 
2 

i n i T r o i l u s a n i ' C r e s s i d a , b u t h i s a r g u m e n t i s no d i f f e r e n t . 

S c a r b o r r o w i n The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g g c - i s e q u a l l y 

c e r t a i n t h a t t h e o r d e r o f s o c i e t y m u s t be p r e s e r v e d e v e n 

t h o u g h h e h i m s e l f may s u f f e r f o r a t i m e u n d e r i t . He 

s a y s t h a t t h e w o r l d w i l l t u r n u p s i d e down when " t h e b u t l e r 
3 

f i g h t s w i t h t h e m a s t e r " . S i r J o h n O l d c a s t M echoes.athe  

L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n and; The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d  

M a r r i a g e . I n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e p l a y t h e j u d g e a n d 

t h e s h e r i f f o r d e r t h e m a y o r t o t e l l h i s c i t i z e n s t h a t 

1 The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , 1 5 0 3 - 1 5 1 1 . ! 

2 T r o i l u s a n d C r e s s i d e , 1 , i i i , 8 3 - 1 3 0 . 

3 «Bhe M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e , U V , p . 5 6 5 . 
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1 

t h e y s h o u l d n o t r e b e l a g a i n s t t h e i r s u p e r i o r s . 

^Pfiiige. Y o u , m a s t e r m a y o r , l o o k t o y o u r c i t i z e n s ; 
...No m e e t i n g s i n p r e c i n c t , , / f a i i e r e t h e s r u l g a n s o r t 
s i t o n t h e i r a l e - b e n c h , w i t h t h e i r cups*"and c a n , . . . 
M a t t e r s o f s t a t e b e n o t t h e i r common t a l k , n o r 
p u r e r e l i g i o n b y t h e i r l i p s p r o f a n e d . 

N e a r t h e end o f t h e p l a y t h e k i n g p r e a c h e s t o t h e r e b e l s 

t h e same d o c t r i n e o f t h e s e p a r a t i o n og c l a s s e s . He t e l l s 

t h e n o b l e m a n , A c t o n , t h a t h e h a s f o r g o t t e n h i s p l a c e i n 
2 

j o i n i n g w i t h t h e p o p u l a c e . 

K i n g . Y o u s h o u l d be more d i s c r e e t l y t e m p e r e d 
t h a n t o j o i n w i t h p e a s a n t s ; ... 
A n d t h o u h a s t made i t ( t h e g e n t r y ) more t h a n 
p o p u l a r . 

We n o t i c e t h r o u g h o u t t h e j p l a y t h a t M u r l e y ' s men ar.e n e v e r 

a t e a s e a b o u t f i g h t i n g a g a i n s t t h e k i n g a n d " l e a r n e d 
3 

b i s h o p s " . * 

O t h e r p l a y s b e a r o u t w h a t I h a v e j u s t s t a t e d . 
4 

U l y s s e s s p e e c h on d e g r e e i s t o o w e l l known t o be q u o t e d . 

The " l e s s o n " o f . J u l i u s C a e s a r i s t h a t t h e m u r d e r o f t h e 

h e a d o f t h e s t a t e b r i n g s d i s a s t e r u p o n t h o s e who c o m m i t i t 

a n d u p o n t h e c o u n t r y i t s e l f . TM& r e v o l u t i o n o f J a c k Cade 

i s t r e a t e d i n a s i m i l a r m a n n e r . He a n d t h e o t h e r r e b e l s 

t h r e a t e n n o t o n l y t h e k i n g a n d t h e n o b l e s b u t t h e common-
5 

w e a l a s w e l l and b r i n g t a b o u t t h e i r own d e s t r u c t i o n . 
1 S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e . , i y i ? p . 3 2 0 . 

2 I b i d . 7 " l 5 ' , i i , p . 3 3 7 . 
3 I b i d . , I l l , i i , p . 3 3 3 . 
4 T£oilus and. C r e s s i d a , 1 , i i i , 8 3 - 1 3 0 . 

5 H e n r y V I , P a r t 1 1 , I V , v , v i , v i i , v i i i . 
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As a result of his belief i n degree the London 
citizen feared and hated the mob as did the aristocrat 
above him. He knew that"the muddy!' throng of the rank 

1 
multitude." could upset the even tenor of c i t y trade 
or tear down the stalls in front of Goldsmith's Eow even 
more easily than i t could storm the houses of the nobles. 
He never believed that numbers meant wisdom and sometimes 
he was dubious about the wo4?th of a popular vote i n civic 
elections. For instance, Commonsense i n Lingua, in many ways 
the embodiment.of the citizen's ideal mayor, regards with 
scorn the conflicting judgements of the mustard maker 

2 
and the currier. 

Commonsense. Crave my counsel! Te}.l me 
what manner of man he is? Can he hold a velvet cap 
cap i n one hand, -.and vale, his bonnet with the 
other? Knows he how to become a scarlet gown? 
Hath he pair of fresh posts at his door? Can 
he part a couple of dogs brawling in the streets? 
Why then ehuse him m^yor: 
Fie upon i t , what a t o i l have I had to chuse 
them a mayor yonder? There's a fusty currier 
w i l l have this mats, there's a chandler wipes 
his nose on his sleeve, and swears i t shall 
not be so; thece's a mustard maker, looks as 
keen as vinegar, w i l l have another. 
In Philaster an^The Shoemaker's Holiday, two widely 

differing plays, we have the same picture. According to 
the Elizabethan, a group of people, either large or small, 
i s more apt to be influenced by emotion than by reason. 
In the f i r s t play, for instance, the "beast with many 

1 O l d Fortunatus, 1 1 , i i , 2 3 8 - 2 4 0 . : ' 
2 Lingua, l l , i i i , p . 3 7 1 . 
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heads, the swaggering m u l t i t u d e " c a l l s f o x the immediate 

e x e c u t i o n o f Pharamond, r e g a r d l e s s o f p o l i t i c a l consequences 

In Ehe Shoemakers' H o l i d a y , a much s m a l l e r assemblage, t h a t 

composed o f Eyre's a p p r e n t i c e s and journeymen, i s a l s o 

d e p i c t e d as u n s t a b l e , even though the author o f t h e p l a y 

f a v o r s the c i t i z e n c l a s s , and r a r e l y c r i t i c i z e s i t . Hodge 

and h i s f e l l o w s , f o r i n s t a n c e , v o i c e two c o m p l e t e l y opposed 
2 

o p i n i o n s o f the war with France i n almost as many moments. 

F i n a l l y , the confused c i t i z e n i n A K i n g and No K i n g , amidst 

the hubbub of the m u l t i t u d e , wishes t h a t peace would come 
3 

again and the crowd d i s p e r s e . He and o t h e r c i t i z e n s wanted 

a government st r o n g enough to put down such i n s u r r e c t i o n 

so t h a t they might be able to go about t h e i r own b u s i n e s s 

without i n t e r r u p t i o n . 

1 P h i l a s t e r . V,iv,38-40. The m u l t i t u d e does not 
r e a l i z e t h a t Pharamond*s execution might b r i n g h i s c o u n t r y ' s 
army to t h e i r c i t y . 

2 The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y . l , i , 121-268. 

3 A King, and No K i n g . 1 1 , i i . 
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1 
Amusements 

Up to t h i s p o i n t I have d e s c r i b e d the E l i z a b e t h a n 

c i t i z e n w o r k i n g i n h i s s h o p , t r a d i n g on t h e h i g h s e a s , o r 

t a k i n g p a r t i n L o n d o n ' s g o v e r n m e n t , b u t I have p a i d v e r y 

l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n t o what h e d i d i n h i s l e i s u r e t i m e . 

I n t h i s c h a p t e r , t h e r e f o r e , I £fcall t r y t o l e a r n how 

he amused h i m s e l f when h e was n o t w o r k i n g . I s h a l l f i n d t a 

t h a t he h a d a l a r g e and v a r i e d choice o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t . 

F o r i n s t a n c e , h e m i g h t s t a y a t home to r e a d t h e l a t e s t ? 

p a m p h l e t o r the newest t r a n s l a t i o n , o r he m i g h t go t o 

t h e p l a y h o u s e , t h e B e a r G a r d e n , o r t h e a r c h e r y b u t t s i n 

F i n s b u r y F i e l d s . I n f i n e w e a t h e r he m i g h t v e n t u r e f u r t h e r 

away to t h § woods and -Streams beyond L o n d o n f o r a d a y ' s 

duck s h o o t i n g o r a n g l i n g . 

I s h a l l m e n t i o n f i r s t t h e a l l u s i o n s t h a t r e f e r t o 

t h e c i t i z e n ' s a b i l i t y t o r e a d . T h e s e are so numerous 

and i n c l u d e so many d i f f e r e n t c l a s s e s t h a t one i s a p t 

t o t h i n k t h a t t h e p o p u l a t i o n o f s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y L o n d o n 

v ; , l F o r t h e "fcacfkground i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s 
c h a p t e r I am c h i e f l y i n d e b t e d t o : 

.Camp,G.W., The A r t i z a n i n - E l i z a b e t h a n L i t e r a t u r e . 

C h i l d , H.,"The S o n g Book and t h e M i s c e l l a n i e s , " 
C a m b r i d g e H i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h L i t e r a t u r e , v o l , 4 , p . l 0 9 . 

C r a n e , R.S., "The Vogue o f Guy o f W a r w i c k , " P u b l i c a t i o n s 
o f t h e M o d e r n L a n g u a g e A s s o c i a t i o n o f A m e r i c a . 

O n i o n s , C.T., S h a k e s p e a r e ' s E n g l a n d . 

R o u t h , A . V . , " L o n d o n and t h e D e v e l o p m e n t o f P o p u l a r 
L i t e r a t u r e , " C a m b r i d g e H i s t o r y o f E n g l i s h L i t e r a t u r e , v o l . 3 , p . 
p . 3 1 6 . : 

W r i g h t , L . B., M i d d l e C l a s s C u l t u r e i n E l i z a b e t h a n E n g l a n d . 
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was u n u s u a l l y l i t e r a t e . A l m o s t every c h a r a c t e r i n the drama 

seems t o have r e c e i v e d enough educ a t i o n to enable him o r h e r 

at l e a s t to understand the p o p u l a r c h r o n i c l e s and romances 

o r t h e b l a c k l e t t e r b a l l a d s , t h a t were hawked about the 

s t r e e t s ^ a n d s o l d at every f a i r . M o l l Cutpurse, f o r i n s t a n c e , 

can.readj and Jan% although o n l y the w i f e o f a journeyman 

c o b b l e r , assurgSHammon t h a t she chan f i n d h e r htwband's 
2 

aame i n a l i s t o f wounded s o l d i e r s . Widow T a f f a t a ' s 
3 

s e r v a n t i n Ram A l l e y , the c o u r t e z a n i n A Mad World, My 
4 5 • 

Masters, and B e l l a f r o n t imThe Honest Whore are a l l acquainted 

w i t h the l a t e s t f i c t i o n . I n the p l a y s t h a t I have 

c o n s i d e r e d t h e r e seems to be o n l y one o r two spgiedhes t h a t 

mentions someone who i s unable t o r e a d o r w r i t e , and, then, 

the i l l i t e r a c y i s spoken o f as something u n u s u a l . I n 
6 -

Michaelmas Term, f o r i n s t a n c e , Lethe's mother cannot r e a d ; 
7 

Meithar can the page i m A l l F o o l s . 

D e s p i t e t h i s evidence, however, we must not t h i n k 

t h a t a l l Londoners were ab l e to r e a d . P r i n t i n g had been 

1 The Soaring G i r l , p. 196^ '- : " 

2 ffhe Shoemakers' H o l i d a y . IV,i,86-87. 

3 Ram A l l e y . l l l , i , p . 3 2 2 . 

4 A Mad World. My. Masters. l,p.263. 

5 The Honest Whore, P a r t J , , l l , i , p p 4 1 8 -119; 1 1 1 , i i i , p . 145. 

6 Michaelmas Term, l , i , 3 3 8 . 
7 A l l F o o l s , V , i , p . 60. c f . Eastward Ho, V , i i i . 8 0 - 8 4 . 
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c a r r i e d on i n England f o r only a hundred y e a r s . The 

schools" founded by such men as C o l e t were n o t much more t ^ u 
1 , 

than a g e n e r a t i o n o l d . London d i d not have a p u b l i c l i b r a r y 
- 2 

u n t i l 1684. With such inadequate supply o f s c h o o l s , t e a c h e r s 

and l i b r a r i e s i t would have been i m p o s s i b l e to t e a c h the 

whole p o p u l a r i o n to r e a d or t o f u r n i s h them w i t h booke 

even i f they had been l i t e r a t e . I t i s amazing, N e v e r t h e l e s s , 

t h a t so many Londoners were able t o understand the p r i n t e d 

word and t h a t t h e y d i s p l a y e d such a i n i n s a t i a b l e d e s i r e 

f o r a l l k i n d s o f r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l . They bought c h r o n i c l e s , 

conduct books, h i s t o r i e s , romances, pamphlet accounts o f 

r e c e n t murders, even paper bound c o p i e s o f the c u r r e n t 

p l a y s . These l a s t s o l d f o r 4d t o 6d, t h a t i i s about 2s 6d 
3 

i n p r e s e n t day money. 

Numerous t r a n s l a t i o n s s a t i s f i e d the c i t i z e n ' s 

c u r i o s i t y about former times and o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . They 

made c l a s s i c a l and f o r e i g n l i t e r a t u r e a v a i l a b l e t o those 

who were unable t o r e a d L a t i n or Greek, French, Spanish 

o r I t a l i a n , Many o f the c i t i z e n , f o r i n s t a n c e , l e a r n e d 
1 Dates o f s c h o o l s v a r i e d . C h r i s t ' s H o s p i t a l , 1553; 

Westminister, 1560; Merchant T a y l o r s ' , 1561; Charterhouse, 
i n 1611. 

2 B u i l t by Tenison, r e c t o r o f S t . M a r t i n ' s i n the F i e l d s , 
e f . r e f e r e n c e itoLingua, 1 1 1 , v i , p . 4 0 5 , ^ 0 town l i b r a r y . 

3 "Romance took Londoner t o I n d i e s o r c o u r t s o f E a s t e r n 
p o t e n t a t e s , dramatized h i s t o r y which r e c r e a t e d p a s t and 
mag n i f i e d deeds o f E n g l i s h h e r o e s . . . p l a y s which g l o r i f i e d 
p l a i n f o l k end homespun v i r t u e s , . . . d r a m a t i c j o u r n a l i s m which 
brought t a e e l a t e s t murder,...comforted c o n s c i e n c e w i t h 
l e s s o n s , " Wright,L.B., Middle C l a s s C u l t u r e , p. 6 0 7 . 
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something o f Renaissance I t a l y from an E n g l i s h t r a n s l a t i o n 

o f a French v e r s i o n o f M a c h i e v e l l i 1 s The R r i n c e although 
1 

t h e i r p i c t u r e was not s t r i c t l y a c c u r a t e . I n The London 
2 

P r o d i g a l * M a r t i n F lowerdale reads t h i s book. S i r P o l i t i c -
Would-Be i s also f o n d of M a c h i i r s l . He t h i n k s t h a t 14s 

f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h i t shows t h a t he i s a c y n i c a l man o f 
3 

the world. Lady P o l i t i c , on the o t h e r hand, p r e f e r s the 
4 

works o f P e t r a r c h and o f Montaigne to The P r i n c e and f e e l s 

t h a t she knows something o f both French and I t a l i a n l i t e r a -

' t u r e because she has read t r a n s l a t i o n s o f them. Everyone, 

h<w ever, d i d not approve o f the spate of, t a n s l a t i o n . Some 

o f the l e a r n e d p r o t e s t e d as Phantastes does i n L i n g u a 

t h a t such men as N o r t h wre o n l y " p r o s t i t u t i n g the h a r d 

m y s t e r i e s o f an unknown tongue" to t h e v u l g a r so t h a t 
"every commoner was as f a m i l i a r w i t h Alexander as he t h a t 

5 

wrote i t " . 

The E l i z a b e t h ' s b e l i e f t h a t r e a d i n g would improve 

a l l p a r t s o f a man was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p p h b l i c a t i o n 

o f l a r g e numbers o f conduct o r r e l i g i o u s books. These 
1 G e n t t l l e t , a Frenchman, had t r a n s l a t e d The P r i n c e and" 

then w r i t t e n a r e p l y . The E l i z a b e t h a n ' s f i r s t knew o f Machie
v e l l i through a t r a n s l a t i o n s o f t h i s Frenchman's r e p l y . 
G e n t i l l e t regarded The P r i n c e as t h e work o f one o f the 
D e v i l ' s m i n i s t e r s r a t h e r than as a s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d p o l i t i c a l 
t r e a t i s e . As a r e s u l t , the E l i z a b e t h a n s adopted G e n t i l l e t * s 
o p i n i o n o f M a c h i e v e l l i and, t h u s , made the term, machievelL, 
synonymous w i t h v i l l a i n . 

2 The London P r o d i g a l . I l l , i i , p . 3 8 3 . 

3 Volpone, l V . i . 2 6 . 

4 I b i d . , I l l , i v , 7 8 - 9 7 . 

5 L i n g u a, l l l . v T p . 3 9 6 . 
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w e r e s u p p o s e d t o h e l p one f a c e a d v e r s i t y , l i v d t h e g o o d 

l i f e , a n d c o n d u c t o n e s e l f p r o p e r l y i n s o c i e t y . T h i s i s 

t h e t y p e o f h o o k t h a t S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e p r e f e r s . He h a s 

a B i b l e , t h e Tejatament, t h e P s a l m s i n m e t r e , The S i c k 

Man's S a l j y e , The T r e a s u r e o f G l a d n e s s , a n d t h e A l m a n a c k 

i o i S n g l i s h . QoicVcs^lyers td$te'„«rftec kffcreWndtjQtE \s$» sftnecdts S»> Johns. 
(He epdfces The B o o k o f M a r t y r s and The S i c k Man's S a l v e . 

The p u b l i s h e d p l a y s a n d t h e c o l l e c t i o n s o f poems s u c h 
a s T o t t e l ' s M i s c e l l a n y , The P a r a d y s e o f D a y n t y D e v i c e s , 

a n d t h e v a r i o u s G a r l a n d s \ - w e r e a l s o e a g e r l y r e c e i v e d . 

A p p r e n t i c e s , s e r v a n t s , a n d o t h e r y o u n g men w e r e p a r t i c u l a r l y 

f o n d o f t h i s f o r m o f r e a d i n g . E r e s i d e n t , i n T h e Dumb K n i g h t , 
3 

f o r i n s t a n c e , r e a d s V e n u s a nd & d o n i s , and M a s t e r M a t t h e w , 
4 

o f E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, h a s a "new b o o k , H i e r o n y m o " a n d 
5 

fee s t e a l s v e r s e s f r o m H e r o a n d L e a n d e r . 
The r o m a n c e s , t h e p o p u l a r c h r o n i c l e s , a n d t a l e s o f 

6 
a d v e n t u r e , n o n a o f w h i c h s t r o v e f o r a c c u r a c y , w e r e 

1 S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , I V , i i i , p . 3 3 8 . c f . t h e t a s t e o f 
S i r Horn's s e r v a n t , H a r p o o l . He h a s b o o k s t h a t h e i r a w l d n o t 
^ P ^ l e S ?ro5? " B e v i ^ 2 £ Hampton, O w l e g l a s , The F r i a r a n d 
fflaa^pteBoxyiEjyitiour Rumming, R o b i n H o o d a n d o t h e r s u c h -

g o o d l y s t o r i e s . " :— 

2 E a s t w a r d Ho. V, 11,73-75. 

3 The Dumb K n i g h t . 111,1,p.158. 

4 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour. l,iv.5 0 - 6 3 . 

5 Ibid.,IV, 1 , 7 0 - 9 0 . 

- r SS m e ° f t 5 e s e
 w e r e > i n a c e r t a i n s e n s e , t r a n s l a t i o n s " : 

b u t I h a v e u s e d t h e t e r m , t r a n s l a t i o n , t o r e f e r t o h i s t o r y 
S ^ n S ^ S T * P O e m S , t h a t * e r e n o t c h ^ e d g r e a t l y f r o m t h e i r o r i g i n a l f o r m s . 
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b e l o v e d o f the c i t i z e n ' s womenfolk, d e s p i t e the feet t h a t 

V i v e s an&other w r i t e r s on morals warns wives and maids 
1 

a g a i n s t r e a d i n g "niaughty toallets and vain-romances". 

Gertrude and h e r mother iniEastward Ho know many o f the 
2 ' 

romances by h e a r t . The Widow T a f f e t a i n Ram A l l e f e 

wishes h e r maid to r e a d Amadis de Gaul and B o n s e l e l 
3 

Phaebo to her, and t h e c i t i z e n ' s widow inT'The P u r i t a n 
4 

reads the c h r o n i c l e s . Although t h e c i t z e n s ' wives and 

daughters were i&he most fervent&dmirers o f romances and 

o f ta3fl3 o f adventure they were not the o n l y ones to r e a d 

these s t o r i e s . Other i n t e r e s t i n g r e f e r e n c e s show us 

t h a t the t a s t e was widespread. The clown i n The Looking 

G l a s s f o r London, on b e i n g a r r e s t e d , demands to be put 
5 

i n the c h r o n i c l e s . Albumazar says t h a t "we c h i l d r e n o f 

the s t a r s r e a d t h i n g s to come as c l e a r l y a s poor m o r t a l s 
6 

s t o r i e s p a s t inSpeed o r H o l l i n g s h e a d . " Mrs. B a n n i s t e r 
7 

may have r ® d Hakluyt f o r she knows s t o r i e s o f c a n n i b a l s . 

1 Quoted m Po\»ell 19t>. 

2 Eastward Ho, V,i,37-50. 
3 MB. i l l e y * l l l , i , p . 3 2 2 . 

4 The P u r i t a n . 1 1 ,i,p .406. 

5 The Looking G l a s s f o r London. 2533-2534. 

6 Albumaaar. l,iv^p>*§ig v 

% Thomas. L o r d Cromwell. l , i i i . p . S 5 3 . 
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F i n a l l y , M e n d a c i o makes an, e n l i g h t e n i n g comment o n a l l 

s u c h h o o k s . He s a y s ; 

. . . I m u s t c o n f e s s I w o u l d h a v e f a i n h a v e j o g g e d S tow n 
(:.7L6. r a n d g r e a t H o l l i n g s h e d o n t h e i r elboww, when t h e y 

w e r e a b o u t t h e i r c h r o n i c l e s ; a n d a s I remember, 
S i r J o h n M a n d e v i l i e ' s t r a v e l s , a n d a g r e a t p a r t 
o f t h e D e c a d e s w e r e o f my d o i n g . Efut f o r The M i r r o r 

."**• o f K n i g h t h o o d . Be v i s o f S o u t h h a m p t o n . P a l m e r i n o f 
E n g l a n d , A m a d i s o f G a u l , Huon de B o u r d e a u s , S i r 
B u y o f W a r w i c k , M a r t i n M a r p r e l a t e , R o b i n H o o d , 
G a r g a n t u a , G e r i l i o n , a nd a t h o u s a n d s u c h e x q u i s i t e 
monuments a s t h e s e , no d o u b t b u t t h e y breathe i n 
my b r e a t h up and down, 

. The c i t i z e n a l s o r e a d much r o g u e l i t e r a t u r e . T h e s e 

p a m p h l e t s , s u c h a s t h e B e l l m a n o f L o n d o n o r t h e C o n e y 

C a t c h i n g d i a l o g u e s , w e r e , i n one way, o n l y a s p e c i a l i z e d 
2 

f o r m o f c h r o n i c l e o r o f a d v e n t u r e s t o r y . B u t , o n t h e 

o t h e r h a n d , t h e y were a l s o r e l a t e d t o t h e r e l i g i o u s c o n d u c t 

b o o k s s i n c e t h e i r s u p p o s e d p u r p o s e w a s t o refomm s i n n e r s 

and t o warn t h e u n w a r y a g a i n s t t h e v i c e s o f L o n d o n . When 

Q u i c k s i l v e r i n i E a s t w a r d Ho p e n s h i s l a s t r e p e n t a n c e , he 

t e l l s t h e s t o r y o f h i s r i o t i n g i n t h e l o w e r s e c t i o n s o f 

L o n d o n and o f h i s c o n t r i t i o n so t h a t o t h e r s may p r o f i t 
3 

f r o m h i s s a d e x p e r i e n c e . 

T h e s e e x a m p l e s f r o m t h e p l a y s do n o t i n c l u d e a l l 

f o r m s o f l i t e r a t u r e r e a d b y t h e c i t i z e n s i n t h e drama. 

B u t t h e y g r o p p t o g e t h e r t h e more i m p o r t a n t t y p e s 

a n d i n d i c a t e some o f t h e c i t i z e n ' s p r e f e r e n c e s . Many 

b o o k s o f a m i s c e l l a n e o u s n a t u r e w e r e p u b l i s h e d and r e a d 

1 L i n g u a , 1 1 , i f p . 3 6 5 . 
2 f h a t i s , t h e y t o l d s t o r i e s i n t i m e o r d e r and r e l a t e d 

t a l e s o f s t a r t l i n g d e e d s , 
3 E a s t w a r d Ho, V,v. 
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and are a l s o r e f e r r e d to i n t h e p l a y s . They range from 

the Fable s o f Aesop mentioned by the son i n The Looking 

G l a s s f o r London and r i m e d geography, to d e s c r i p t i o n s o f 

gardening methods and accounts o f hawking and hunting 
2 

sucha as the one Stephen wished to o b t a i n . 

Both men andiwomen among the London c i t i z e n s found 

entertainment and excitement i n the playhouses as w e l l 

as i n books. Throughout most o f our p e r i o d they c o n t i n u e d 

to a t t e n d i n l a r g e numbers d e s p i t e growing p u r i t a n d i s a p p r o v a l . 

There are many r e f e r e n c e s i n the drama to Hie c i t i z e n ' s 

d e l i g h t i n the t h e a t r e . I s h a l l quote o n l y a few o f these 

f o r i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n c e most o f them rep e a t the same informa

t i o n . 

The c i t i z e n s , as a r u l e , went to the Red B u l l o r to 

the Fortune r a t h e r than to the Globe I n t h e i r t a s t e s they 

were l i k e the w i f e i n The Kiiiight o f the Burning P e s t l e 

who asks the p l a y e r s why t h e y Ever perform anything except 
3 

Meg o f Westminister and Jane Shore. They f a v o r e d w e l l 

known themes and simply, but s e n s a t i o n a l plote-s. The Spanish 

Tragedy, f o r instance,was one o f the move popular p l a y s 

and was o f t e n performed at the Fortune, Q u i c k s i l v e r i s so 

w e l l acquaintedw i t h t h i s melodrama t h a t h i s c o n v e r s a t i o n , 
4 

when he i s drunk, always i n c l u d e s speeches from i t . Comedy 

^ 1 The Looking bias's f o r London. 1300-1303. ' 

2 Every Man i n H i s Humour, 1,1,35-40. 
3 The Knight o f |he B u r n i n g P e s t l e . I n d u c t i o n , 17-27. 
4 Eastward Ho, 11,i,112-192. 
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a s w e l l a s t r a g e d y h a d t o h e v e r y o b v i o u s i f i t w e re t o 

p l e a s e t h e c i t i z e n . When B u b b l e , i t t i G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, 

g o e s t o see a p l a y a t t h e G l o v e o r a t t h e R e d B u l l h e 

i n s i s t s t h a t t h e r e b e a c l o w n i n i t . The p l a y e r i n The H&g 

H a s L o s t H i s P e a r l knows t h a t n e a r l y e v e r y member o f h i s 

a u d i e n c e w i D H a g r e e w i t h B u b b l e , Q u i c k s i i / e r , and t h e c i t z e n ' s 

w i f e . He w a n t s a s i m p l e p l a y t h a t a n yone c a n u n d e r s t a n d . 

When he l o o k s a t t h e p i e c e t h a t t h e s c h o l a r h a s p r e p a r e d 
1 

f o r h i m , he s a y s : 

I p r a y y o u l e t me s e e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f i t ; 
I h o p e y o u h a v e made no d a r k s e n t e n c e i n ' t ; f o r , 
I a s s u r e y o u , o u r a u d i e n c e commonly a r e v e r y 
s i m p l e , i d l e p e o p l e a n d i f t h e y h e a r w h a t t h e y , 
u n d e r s t a n d n o t , t h e y w o u l d q u i t e f o r s a k e o u r 
h o u s e . 

S u c h p l a y s d i d n o t r e q u i r e f i n e a c t i n g , and t h e p l a y e r s 

c o u l d " t h u n d e r w i t h t h e i r he e l s " a s much a s t h e y p l e a s e d 
2 

w h i l e p l a y i n g t h e m . 

M e r c h a n t s and c r a f t s m e n , a p p r e n t i c e s and s e m p s t e r s 

t o o k g r e a t d e l i g h t i n p a g e a n t s and s t r e e t p e r f o r m a n c e s 

and f l o c k e d t o wdt,ch t h e L o r d M a y o r ' s show a n d t h e v a r i o u s 

p a r a d e s a n d m a s q u e s a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e c e l e b r a t i o n s o f 

t h e g u i l d s . The demand f o r e l a b o r a t e L o r a M S p J l ^ s s shows 

a l o n e was e n o u g h t o f u r n i s h Thomas Heywood w i t h a l m o s t 

c o n s t a n t e m p l o y m e n t ; and t h e i n t e r e s t i n t h e s t r a n g e , t h e 

1 The H o g H a s L o s t H i s P e a r l , l . p . 4 3 5 . 

2 The P u r i t a n . I l l , v i , p . 4 1 5 . 
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u n u s a u a l , t h e s p e c t a c u l a r kept; t h e s t r e e t s f i l l e d w g l t h 

c o n j u r e r s and m a g i c i a n s , m o t i o n s a n d m o n s t e r s . 

The l a t t e r , p e r h a p s , were e v e n more p o p u l a r t h a n 

t h e p a g e a n t s f o r t h e c i t i z e n d i d n o t n e e d a h o l i d a y t o s e e 

t h e m . He c o u l d l e a n f r o m h i s s h o p w i n d o w s t o w a t c h p e r f o r m i n g 

h e a r s o r d o g a a n d h i s w i f e c o u l d o p e n t h e casem&nt a b o v e 

t h e s h o p t o f l i r t w i t h t h e c o n j u r e r o r m o u n t e b a n k who 

d i r e c t e d t h e m . T h e s e s t r e e t amusements t o o k v a r i o u s f o r m s , 

A c o n j u r e r o r a j u g g l e r m i g h t e r e c t a s m a l l s t a g e and do 

t r i c k s t o amuse t h e p a s s i n g m e r c h a n t s and g a l l a n t s . O t h e r 

men m i g h t h a v e a n i m a l s o r e v e n d e f o r m e d humans, d w a r f s 

o r g i a n t s , m o n s t e r s a s t h e y w e r e c a l l e d , p e r f r o r a f r o m a 

s i m i l a r s t a g e . S o m e t i m e s t h e e n t e r t a i n m e n t m i g h t b e a 

p u p p e t show, s u c h a s J o n a h and t h e W h a l e . The t e r m , m o t i o n , 

was u s u a l l y a p p l i e a t o p u p p e t s , b u t i t was a l s o v e r y o f t e n 

u s e d i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y t o r e f e r t o a l m o s t any k i n d o f s t r e e t 

e n t e r t a i n m e n t . C o u n t l e s s s c e n e s s u c h a s h a v e b e e n i m m e d i a t e l y 

d e s c r i b e d o c c u r i n t h e d r a m a a n d a f e w i n s t a n c e s w i l l s e r v e 

t o i l l u s t r a t e t h e m . 

A v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g r e f e r e n c e i s f o u n d i n A K i n g a n d 

No K i n g . I n t h i s p l a y t h e c a p t a i n B a r e u r i n e s s p e a k s o f t h e 

s o l d i e r B e s s u s and s a y s t h a t t h e l a t t e r i s s u c h a c o w a r d 
1 

t h a t p e o p l e w o u l d p a y t o see h i m . 

1 A K i n g a n d No K i n g , v . i i i " 
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B a r c u r i u s . T h a t w o u l d h e a show, i n d e e d , w o r t h 
s e e i n g . S i r s , b e w i s e a n d t a k e money f o r t h i s 
m o t i o n , t r a v e l w i t h i t : a n d w h e r e t h e name o f . 
B e s s u s h a s b e e n known, a g o o d c o w a r d s t i r t f m n g , 
' t w i l l y i e l d more t h a n a t i l t i n g . 

A s i m i l a r s c e n e i n Ram A l l e y shows W i l l i a m S m a l l s h a n k s 
1 

and B o u c h e r b a i t i n g a n o t h e r * C o w a r d , C a p t a i n F a c e ( P u f f ) , 

S m a l l s h a n k s p r e t e n d s t h a t he i s a showman w i t h a m o n s t e r 

and e n n u m e r a t e s F a c e ' s a t t r a c t i o n s i n - f e e f a s h i o n o f an 
2 

E l i z a b e t h a n m o u n t e b a n k a d v e r t i z i n g a p e r f o r m i n g monkey. 

. . . G e n t l e m e n , 
Y o u s h a l l s e e t h e s t r a n g e n a t u r e o f a n o u t l a n d i s h b e a s t 
T h a t h a s b u t two l e g s , b e a r d e d l i k e a man 
N o s e d l i k e a g o o s e a n d t o n g u e d l i k e a woman, 
L a t e l y b r o u g h t f r o m t h e l a n d o f C a t a i a . 

I n same' playV" t h e r e i s a r e f e r e n c e t o t h e t r i c k s o f a 

b a b o o n . One o f t h e c i t i z e n ' s w i v e s who h a d w a t c h e d t h e 

p e r f o r m a n c e t i r e d t o d o t h e s a n e t r i c k t h e n e x t m o r n i n g ; 

b u t , u n h a p p i l y , s h e i n t a n g l e d h e r s e l f so c o m p l e t e l y t h a t 

she h a d t o c i l f o r h e l p v f a i l e s t i l l i n h e r smock. The 

s p e a k e r who t e l l s o f h e r a t t e m p t s a y s t h a t o n l o o k e r s 

t h o u g h t h e r h u s b a n d s h o u M h a v e t u r n e d h e r m i s f o r t u n e t o 
3 

a c c o u n t by u s i n g h e r a s a m o n s t e r * 
C o n s t a n t i a . T h e y s a y some o f o u r c i t y / dames 
who w e r e much d e s i r o u s t o s e e J,he b a b o o n s do 
t h e i r b e s t t r i c k s , w e n t , and came home, w e n t 
t o b e d , s l e p t ; t h e n e x t m o r n i n g one o f t h e m 
b e g i n n i n g t o , s h i f t a smock s e n d s down h e r 
m a i d t o warm h e r one...Some t h i n k she i s b e w i t c h e d 

1 T h i s s o l d i e r i s c a l l e d b o t h F a c e a n d P u f f i n t h e 
p l a y . 

2 Ram A l l e y , l v , i , p p . 3 4 8 - 3 5 1 . 

3 I b i d l , l , i , p p . 2 7 9 - 2 8 0 . 
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and o t h e r s p o s s e s s e d . . .She 'd. g e t more g o l d t h a n 
t h e b a b o o n s o r c a l v e s w i t h t w o t a i l s o r m o n s t e r s 
w h a t e v e r . 

P e r h a p s P r a t e i s a f r a i d o f a s i m i l a r a c c i d e n t h a p p e n i n g 

t o h i s w i f e , L o l l i a . M a n y r a t e , a s we h a v e s e e n , he w a r n s 
1 

h e r n o t t o go t o t h e s u b u r b s t o w a t c h m o t i o n s a n d m o n s t e r s . 

The L o n d o n c i t i z e n s M k e d t o a t t e n d f a i r s h e l d h e a r 

t h e c i t y o r some d i s t a n c e b e y o n d i t . A t t h e s e t h e y c o u l d 

s e e a s many moticm©sndmonsters as t h e y d e s i r e d , b u y b a l l a d e 

and p a m p h l e t s f r o m h a w k e r s , t r i n k e t s f r o m t h e c o s t e r m o n g e r s 

a n d n e c e s s i t i e s f r o m t h e m e r c h a n t s who h a d come f r o m o t h e r 

p a r t s o f E n g l a n d t o s e t u p t h e i r b o o t h s a t t h e f a i r a B a r t h o 

l e mew F a i r , C r o y d o n F a i r a n o & S t o u r b r i d g e F a i r , among o t h e r s , 
2 

a r e m e n t i o n e d i n o u r p l a y s . 

B e a r - b a i t i n g a n d c o c k f i g h t i n g a l s o a f f o r d e d amusement 

t o t h e c i t i z e n . We f i n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o u n d e r s t a n d why 

h e e n j o y e d w a t c h i n g :dogs b e i n g c l a w e d t o d e a t h o r c o c k s 

t e a r i n g e a c h o t h e r b p i e c e s . Y e t t h e demand f o r t h e f i r s t 

f o r m o f e n t e r t a i n m e n t was g r e a t e n o u g h t o f i l l t h e B e a r 

G a r d e n s o u t h o f t h e r i v e r f and c e r t a i n o f t h e b e a r s k e p t 

t h e r e became v e r y w e l l known. One i n p a r t i c u l a r , c a l l e d 

1 The Dumb K n i g h t . 1 1 , i , p . 1 3 5 . 
2 d f . J o n s o n 1 s p l a y . B f i r t h o l e m e w F a i r ; L i n g u a , 1 1 1 , t i , p . 4 0 6 , 

" S t o u r b r i d g e F a i r m o n s t e r s ' ^ The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l , l , i i , p . 3 7 4 . 
S t o u r b r i d g e F a i r , h e l d a t C a m b r i d g e , w a s t h e most i m p o r t a n t 
d u r i n g t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . See T r e v e l y a n , GmM., E n g l i s h  
S o c i a l H i s t o r y , p p . 1 8 6 . 
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G e o r g e S t o n e , i s o f t e n r e f e r r e d t o i n t h e p l a y s . F o r 

i n s t a n c e , P y e b o a r d t e l l s I d l e t h a t h e h a s a s many u p o n 

hi5r~as G e o r g e S t o n e , t h e b e a r . 

T h e s e p e o p l e who e n j o y e d s e e i n g b e a r s a n d d o g s f i g h t i n g 

c o u n t e d e x e c u t i o n s a n d h a n g i n g s , among t h e i r amusements. T h y 

T h e y c l u s t e r e d a r o u n d t h e g i b b e t t o h e a r t h e l a s t w o r d s o f 

t h i e f o r m u r d e r e r b e c a u s e t h e y w a n t e d s p e c t a c l e e v e n i f 

i t i n v o l v e d d e a t h . The c i t z B n s i n P h i l a s t e r , f o r e x a m p l e , 

a r e e a g e r t o see P h a r a m o n d K i l l e d n o t o n l y f o r t h e s a k e 

o f j u s t i c e b u t a l s o f o r t h e e x c i t e m e n t t h a t h i s e x e c u t i o n 
2 

w i l l a f f o r d . 

A l l k i n d s o f games a p p e a l e d t o t h e L o n d o n c i t i z e n . 

Some p r e f e r r e d g a n d s p l a y e d i n d o o r s , f o r h i g h s t a k e s ; 

o t h e r s l i k e d t o b o w l ? i n t h e o p e n a i r m e r e l y f o r e x e e c i s e . 

The r e f e r e n c e s i n t h e p l a y s i n c l u d e b o t h t y p e s . I n G r e e n e ' s 

Tu Quoque t h e c h a r a c t e r s p l a y a t d i c e an p r i m e r o i n t h e 
> 3 

t a v e r j t , a n d i n M i c h a e l m a s Term Quomodo l o o k s f o r w a r d t o 
4 

p l a y i n g q a r d s when h e i s f i n i s h e d h i s w o r k . The E l i z a b e t h a n 
d i d n o t c o n f i n e h i s wg&ers t o games o f c a r d s . S p e n d a l 

5 
f o r i n s t a n c e , h a s l o s t h i s money at t e n n i s . Edmond, i n 

The P u r i t a n , a l s o p l a y s t e n n i s and i s as u n f o r t u n a t e a s 
6 

t h e w a y w a r d j o u r n e y m a n . The TwoHcOSfe K i n s m e n c o n t a i n s 

1 The P u r i t a n , 1 1 1 . v i . p . 4 1 5 . ' 
2 P h i l a s t e r , V , i v , 3 8 - 4 0 . 
3 G r e e n e 1 s Tu Quoque. p . 3 2 0 , 

4 M i c h a e l m a s Term, l V , i , 9 0 - 1 0 5 . 

5 Greene's Tu Quoque, p . 2 1 2 . 

6 The P u r i t a n . l l , i , p , 4 0 6 . 
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a r e f e r e n c e t o t e n n i s a s w e l l a s t o s t o o l b a l l a n d t o 
1 

d a r t s , None o f t h e s e , h o w e v e r , a r e p l a y e d f o r money* 
2 

Mr. Openwork l i k e s b o w l s , and A d r i a n a , i n Ram AlUe y. 

i n f o r m s u s t h a t t h e c i t i z e n ' s w i v e s k p l a y a t s h u t t l e c o c k , 

i f t h e y a r e n o t r i d i n g ®hMiting, o r i n fcorselitters, 
3 

c o a c h e s o r c a r o c h e s . 

L o n d o n ' s c l o s e n e s s t o t h e c o u n t r y i n f l u e n c e d t h e 

c i t i z e n ' s t a s t e i n p a s t i m e s . We h a v e s e e n that he l i k e d 

t o go some d i s t a n c e t o t h e l o c a l f a i r s . He a l s o e n j o y e d 

s p e n d i n g a. d a y , b y h i m s e l f o r w i t h a s m a l l g r o u p o f 

f r i e n d s i n t h e f i e l d s o r woods b e y o n d t h e c i t y . He c o u l d 

h u n t o r f i s h o r p i c n i c o r s i m p l y e n j o y b e i n g i n t h e o p e n 

a i r , - Q u o m o d 9 , f o r i n s t a n c e , w a n t s t o t a k e a d a y o f f a n d 
4 

e a t i n g r e e n f i e l d s . I n The Two N o b l e K i n s m e n , t h e w o o e r 
5 

o f t h e j a i l o r ' s d a u g h t e r g o e s a n g l i n g . I n The R o a r i n g ' 
G i r l , t h e ^ G a l l i p o t s a n d t h e l i l t y a r d s a ave t h e c i t y 
t o g e t h e r , t h e men %o h u n t w i t h a w a t e r s p a n i e l and a. d e c o y 

d u c k a nd t h e women t o w a i t f o r t h e m i n a p l w a s a n t p l a c e 
6 

f o r a. p i c n i c , 

I n t h e same p l a y , O & a x t o n a s k s M o l l t o come o u t 
7 

o f t h e t o w n w i t h h i m a n d t o t r a v e l down t h e r i v e r . 

1 gone Two N o b l e K i n s m e n , V , i i , 7 4 . 

2 The R o a r i n g G i r l , 1 ,1,p.163. 

3 Ram A l l e y , l V , i , p . 3 3 6 . 

4 M i c h a e l m a s Term, I V , i , 9 0 - 1 0 5 , 

5 The Two N o b l e K i n s m e n , I V , i , 5 1 - 5 5 . 
6 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p p . 1 6 3 - 1 6 4 . 

$ I b i d . , p . 1 5 8 . 
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To l e a v e L o n d o n b y b o a t was a p p a r e n t l y a m u c h f a v o r e d 
1 

m a nner o f g e t t i n g i n t o t h e c o u n t r y . The c i i z e n w e n t some 

way up o r down t h e r i v e r a n d t h e n l a n d e d e i t h e r a t a q u i e t 

s p o t t o e a t t h e m e a l t h a t he h a d b r o u g h t w i t h h i m , 

o r a t a w e l l - k n o w n i n n f o r one. a l r e a d y preps, red, S o m e t i m e s 

he e n t e n d e d h i s t r i p a s f a r as D r a k e ' s s h i p a n c h o r e d a t 

D e p t f o r d . He c o u l d go a b r o a d a n d , a f t e r he h a d e x a m i n e d t h e 

s h i p t h a t h a d s a i l e d a r o u n d t h e w o r l d , h a v e h i s t e a 

s e r v e d t o h i m o n t h e d e c k . R e f e r e n c e s t o t h i s c u s t o m 
2 3 

o c c u r i n i E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour a n d i f c n E a s t w a r d Ho. B u t 

t h i s e x c u r s i o n , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , was r u i n e d b y t h o s e who 

t o o k p a r t i n i t . The L o n d o n c i t i z e n r e m o v e d s o much o f 

The G o l d e n H o r n a nd c a r r i e d p i e c e s ' •o£fs^ss6uvetril#b t h a t 

t h e v e s s e l a l m o s t f e l l tspspt. E v e n t u a l l y i t became so 

d i s m a n t l e d t h a t i t was d e c l a r e d u n s a f e . ^ a n d v i s i t o r s w e r e 

no l o n g e r p e r m i t t e d a b o a r d . , 

I s h a l l c l o s e t h i s c h a p t e r o n t h e c i t i z e n s ' amusements 

w i t h a few i l l u s t r a t i o n s o f h i s l o v e o f m u s i c and d a n c i n g . 

We a l l know t h a t t h e c o m p l e t e E n g l i s h m n o b l e m a n o f t h e p e r i d d 

was ©Jblfce t o compose a s o n g a nd s i n g i t t o h i s own a c c o m p a n i m e n t . 

We s h a l l f i n d now t h a t t h e members o f t h e l o w e r a n d m i d d l e 

c l a s s e s w e r e no l e s s f o n d o f m u s i c a n d no l e s s a c c o m p l i s h e d 

i n t h e i r own way. T h e y , a s w e l l a s t h e n o b l e m a n , e x p e c t e d 

t o b e a b l e t o h e n e r m u s i c i n t h e t a v e r n w h e n e v e r t h e y 

1 c f . A K i n g a n d No K i n g , 1 1 , i i , 

2 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, l , i i , 1 5 1 . 

3 E a s t w a r d Ho, 1 1 1 , i i , 3 1 5 - 3 2 2 . 



246 

d e s i r e d i t , a n d t h e y s a n g a i x f c p l a y e d i n t h e i r own.iJb.omes. 

The d a u g h t e r i n M i c h a e l m a s Term, f o r i n s l a n c e , c a n p l a y 

t h e v i r g i n a l . G e r t u u d e , i n E a s t w a r d Ho, s i n g s s n a t c h e s o f 
2 

s o n g s i n b e t w e e n h e r swoons. M o l l p r e t e n d s t o b e a m u s i c 
3 

t e a c h e r "rigfcrt. a g a i n s t C l i f f o r d ' s I n n " E v e n t h e r o g u e s , 
she t e l l s u s , h a v e t h e i r own s o n g s . Men s i n g a s o f t e n as 

4 
women, a s Hodge i n Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l shows u s . 

D a n c i n g o f t e n a c c o m p a n i e d s i n g i n g and was e q u a l l y 

p o p u l a r . The c i t i z e n s d a n c e d o n h o l i d a y s e s p e c i a l l y . 

S l i p p e r , i n The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , a n t i c i p a t e s 
5 

d a n c i n g , a h o r n p i p e e o n S h r o v e T u e s d a y . The s h o e m a k e r s , 
i n f h e S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , s i n g a n d d a n c e a m o r r i s d a n c e 

6 
when, t h e y h a v e a d a y o f f f r o m t h e i r w o r k . M a r t i n F l o w e r d a l e 

w a n t s m u s i c when he i s i n t h e t a v e r n nbut f e e l s t h a t he 
7 

s h o u l d n o t d a n c e o n f a i r d a y . T h u s , he seems t o b e an 

e x c e p t i o n t o m o s t o f t h e p e o p l e a r o u n d h i m . The j a i l o r ' s 

d a u g h t e r i n The Two • N o b l e K i n s m e n , sjsys t h a t P a l a m o n c a n 
8 . 

d a n c e t h e b e s t m o r r i s t h a t she h a s e v e r s e e n . The w e d d i n g 
1 M i c h a e l m a s Term, 1 1 , i i i , 9 7 - 9 9 . 

2 E a s t w a r d Ho, 1 1 , i i , 3 8 - 6 4 . 

3 The R o a r i n g G i r l , p p , 1 9 6 - 1 9 7 . 

4 Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , 1 1 1 , i i , - p . 5 5 9 . 

55 The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , 183pcJ835. 

6 > T h e S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , 111,v,72-75$ V , i v , 4 0 - 6 0 . 
7, The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l . l , i i , p e 3 7 5 . 

8 The Two N o b l e K i n s m e n , V , i i , 5 0 - 5 5 , 

http://own.iJb.omes
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o f M a s t e r J o h n and M i s t r e s s Anne F r a n k f o r d i s an o c c a s i o n 

f o r d a n c i n g b o t h i n t h e m a i n h a l l a n d i n t h e s e r v a n t s 
1 

q u a r t e r s . N i c k , J e n k i n , R o g e r a nd C e c i l y d e b a t e w h a t 

d a n c e t h e y s h a l l h a v e . T h e y m e n t i o n R o g e r o , The B e g i n n i n g 

o f t h e W o r l d . J o h n Come and K i s s Me Now. The C u s h i o n 

D a n c e . Tom T y l e r . The H u n t i n g <£<£ t h e F o x , and The Hay. 

They d e c i d e a t l a s t u p o n S e l l i n g e r 1 s V ^ b u n d ( S t . L e g e r ' s 
2 

R o u n d ) . T h i s i s t h e " f i r s t t u n e t h a t t h e p l a n e t s p l a y e d " 
3 

a c c o r d i n g t o one o f t h e s p e a k e r s i n L i n g u a . 

l ! A Woman K i l l e d W i t h K i n d n e s s , l , i . 
2 I b i d . , l , i i . 
3 L i n g u a , 1 1 1 , v i i , p . 4 0 9 . 
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C l a s s e s and. C h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n 

I s h a l l c o n c l u d e ray s t u d y o f t h e L o n d o n c i t i z n n 

h y o u t l i n i n g t h e d r a m a ' s c o n v e n t i o n a l t r e a t m e n t o f t h e 

v a r i o u s g r o u p s t h a t I hlave m e n t i o n e d . I f I c a n d e f i n e t h e 

more" or' ' l e s s s t o c k a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d s t h e d i f f e r e n t c r a f t s - , 

a n d p r o f e s s i o n s I s h a l l be a b l e t o j u d g e ' t h e e x t e n t t o 

w h i c h t h e c o n d e m n a t i o n o r p r a i s e o f c r a f t s m e n and m e r c h a n t s 

i s m e r e l y t h e r e s u l t o f t h e p l a y w r i g h t ' s r e p e a t i n g a p o p u l a r 

p a t t e r n . 

I s h a l l c o n s i d e r f i r s t t h e c i t z e n s who w o u l d now b e 

members o f t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l c l a s s e s , t h a t i s , t h e c l e r g y m e n , 

l a w y e r s , s c h o l a r s , d o c t o r s , and d e n t i s t s . The E l i s a b e t h an 

w o u l d h;ve s a i d t h a t onJfe-those i n t h e f i r s t t h r e e g r o u p s 

h < a d ^ p r d . f e s s i o n a l s t a n d i n g . I n m a k i n g t h i s d e c i s i o n he was 

a g a i n i n f l u e n c e d b y t r a d i t i o n , f o r , d u r i n g t h e m e d i e v a l 

p e r i o d , t h e p r a c t i c e o f l a w and t h e p u r s u i t o f k n o w l e d g e 

h a d b e e n c o n n e c t e d w i t h t h e c h u r c h a n d n o t w i t h t r a d e ; a n d , 

t h e r e f o r e , b o t h h a d p o s s e s s e d a c e r t a i n amount o f p r e s t i g e . 

I n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n p e r i o d law and s c h o l a r s h i p c o n i n t u e d t o 

s h a r e h o n o u r s w i t h t h e m i n i s t r y . M e d i c i n e and d e n t i s t r y , • 

o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , h a d no s u c h s t a t u s i n t h e s i x t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y . D o c t o r s and d e n t i s t s w e r e m e r e l y g u i l d s m e n . Many 

o f t h e m s t i l l p r a c t i s e d t h e i r o r i g i n a l c r a f t o f b a r b e r i n g 
1 The i n f o r m a t i o n c o n t a i n e d i n t h i s c h a p t e r i s b a s e d 

d i r e c t l y o n t h e p l a y s . 

2 T h i s g r o u p i n g i s p u r e l y a r b i t r a r y . The E l i z a b e t h a n s d i d 
n o t d i s t i n g u i s h b e t w e n c r a f t s a n d p r o f e s s i o n s a s s t r i c t l y 
a s we d o . B u t some s o r t o f o r d e r h a d t o be f o u n d and t h i s 
one seemed t o b e t h e m o s t s a t i s f a c t o r y . 
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ana r e m a i n e d b a r b e r - s u r g e o n s . F o r my p u r p o s e , n e v e r t h e l e s s j 

I s h a l l d i s c u s s c l e r g y m e n , d o c t o r s , l a w y e r s , and . d e n t i s t s i n 

one s e c t i o n . 

T h e r e i s n o t enough m a t e r i a l - i n o u r p l a y s t o j u s t i f y 

much g e n e r a l i z a t i o n a b o u t t h e o l o g i a n s . The r e s t r i c t i o n s o n 

r e l i g i o n t h a t made i t u n w i s e t o d i s c u s s q u e s t i o n s " o f 

d o c t r i n e made i t e q u a l l y d a n g e r o u s t o comment a t any l e n g t h 

o n t h e p e r s o n a l i t y o f c l e r g y m e n . O n l y i n g l a y s s u c h as 

S i r J o h n O l d e a s t l e , The P u r i t a n and J a m e s 3LV, c a n we s e e 

f a i n t i n d i c a t i o n s o f a c o n v e n t i o n a l o u t l o o k o n b o t h m i n i s t e r s 

and p r i e s t s . The l a t t e r , a s s e e n i n D S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , 
1 

w e r e a p t t o be p r e s e n t e d as w o r d l y a nd i m m o r a l men, t h e 

f o r m e r , a c c o r d i n g t o ffiie P u r i t a n , w e r e n a r r o w - m i n d e d 
2 

f a n a t i c s . B u t , d e s p i t e t h e h a r s h n e s s o f b o t h o p i n i o n s , 

t h e r e i s n e v e r a n y s u g g e s t i o n i n o u r p l a y s t h a t t h e 

c l e r g y m a n ' s c a l l i n g was d e s p i c a b l e i n i t s e l f . 

f r o m t h e many r e f e r e n c e s t o l a w y e r s I g a t h e r t h a t 

t h e men who s t u d i e d o r p r a c t i s e d l a w w e r e t h o u g h t t o h a v e 

c h o s e n a r e p u t a b l e p r o f e s s i o n . Y e t t h e i n d i v i d u a l l a w y e r s 

a r e r a r e l y p o r t r a y e d i n a f a v o r a b l e l i g h t . I n t h e f i r s t 

g l a c e , t h e y a r e o f t e n a c c u s e d o f p r e y i n g o n t h e i g n o r a n t 

t o o b t a i n money f o r t h e m s e l v e s and o f p r o m o t i n g q u a r r e l s 

s o t h a t t h e y m i g h t c o l l e c t f e e s f o r s e t t l i n g t h e m . I n 

1 S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , 1 1 1 , i v , p p . 3 3 4 - 3 3 5 . 

2 The P u r i t a n , l , i v k p . l 0 4 . 
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The R o a r i n g G i r l , f o r i n s t a n c e , we h e ar t h a t "Holborn 

i s a wrangling s t r e e t " , I t has t h i s r e p u t a t i o n because 

"lawyers walk to and. f r o " i n i t . T h c E l i z a b e t h a n d i d not 

o n l y b e l i e v e t h a t lawyers promoted arguments and asked 

payment f o r s e t t l i n g them; but, a c c o r d i n g to the p l a y s , 

he thought t h a t t h e i r knowledge was o f t e n a mere p r e t e n c e . 

Sometimes t h e y and t h e i r c l i e n t s were e q u a l l y i g n o r a n t o f h 

the s t a t u s e s wMchv concerned them both. 

Throat, ajiiRam A l l e y , and P r a t e , i n The Dumb Knig h t , 

are t y p i c a l o f t h i s k i n d o f lawyer. P r a t e i s perhaps the 

l e s s u n a t t r a c t i v e o f the p a i r . He i s s e n t e n t i o u s r a t h e r than 

i g n o r a n t , s t u p i d r a t h e r than v i c i o u s . He has, a b t f L e a s t k , 

r i s e n though h i s p l o d d i n g h a r d work to some s o r t of adminis

t r a t i v e p o s t . Throat, on the o t h e r hand, has n o t had any 

t r a i n i n g i n law a t a l l . He, i t i s s a i d , was once stocked 
2 

f o r " s t e a l i n g the cook's f g e s " . H i s unsavory p a s t , however, 

does not d e t e r him from p r e t e n d i n g to know as much ITOV 

as any one t r a i n e d i n the Inns o f c o u r t . He comes u n i n v i t e d 

to Lady S o m e r f i e l d ' s house, f o r i n s t a n c e , and g i v e s o r d e r s 

to h e r servants, a l l the w h i l e u s i n g l e g a l terms t h a t he 
3 

does not understand. The £ wyer i n The White D e v i l i s 

e q u a l l y a d d i c t e d to l o n g and obscure words, o f whose 
1 The Roaring G i r l , p . 191" * 
2 Ram A l l e y , p. 276. 
3 SgfeMte p:v??_, pp. 335-359. 
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meaning both he and his hearers are ignorant. The latter 
1 

speak somewhat contemptuoe&ly of his "learned verbosity.^ 
The drama also implies veryf requently that lawyers 

are sexually immoral. We are told that i t i$ not safe f o r 
a wosaan to walk near their quarters in the c i t y . During 
law term i t i s especially dangerous for J;'a wench to pass 

2 
the Inns of Court." 

I can make only two generalizations about the scholars, 
3 

supported mainly by James IV and The Puritan. They are 
regarded as complete sceptics who jest at a l l things holy 

4 
in religion and the state. Pyeboard, in The Puritan. 

5 
for instance, does not even believe in the devi l . Scholars 
such as Friar Bacon, Dr^ Faustus and Friar Bungay are 
often temgfed to temper with the forbidden arts of black 
magic. The drama implies, furthermore, that the university 
men were frequently found aiding the rogues and charlatans 
1 The White Devil. I l l , p . l 8 . 
2 Ram Alley. l l l , i i , p . 3 1 7 . 
3 Other plays give the same ttype of characterization. 

4 This: statement i s supported byt he plays alone. The 
pamphlet literature at times gives a completely different 
picture. 
5 The Puritan. Ill,vi,p.416. 
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in London because they were unable to find ather employment. 
Their education had raised them above trade but had not 
necessarily geiven them a position in the state. Andrew 
in James IV, for example, c annot obtain employment even 

1 
though he i s well educated and a gentleman by birth. 
Cromwell's schooling was also of no use i n helping him 

2 
find work during one stage of his career. 

I have said that the Elizabethan's attitude towards 
doctors and dentists was completely different from his 
opinion of the clergyman, the lawyer, the scholar. He 
m-g ht Seel that the f i r s t was negligent, the second immoral, 
and that the third sought knowledge which would have been 
better avoided; but he believed that a l l three had an 
accepted place on a reasonably highDJfcvel i n society. He 
never thought that they were beneath the merchant in rank 
no mfetter how improverished or morally degraded they might 
become. But he ^generally placed doctors and dentists 
below the merchant and scorned them, not only for their 
own particular vices, but because they were members of one 
of the minor guilds. 

This contempte i s expressed i n various ways in the 
drama. Both doctors and dentists are said to be ignorant 
quacks. Since, frequently no more training was required 
of themkthan thafctgiven by serving an app? ent ice ship (At>3 
j 1 James S 98-Goo. 

2 Thomas, Lord Cromwell, 111,i,p.257. 
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to a barber these accusations,in many instances, had 
adequate foundation i n fact. 

The doctor's quackery i s aaid to have been paricularly 
evident i n their treatment of veneral diseases. The Knight  
of the Burning Pestle, fo* example, shows us Barbaro so-
trying to^cure people suffering from syphilis and kindred 
ailments. His patients endure a great deal of pain, but 
i t i s doubtful whether they benefit from his ministratiofls. 
Other plays con&ain more general condemnations of the 
doctor's ineffeciency and ignorance. A physical i s 
consulted imThierry an&Theodoret when Theodoret i s i l l , 
but even the bawd i s unimpressed by his a b i l i t y . She says 
that Englishhdoctors have nothing but "a bundle of pot 

herbs" and that they generally c r y ouf'endive and suckery 
2 

with a few mallow roots and butter-milk". The Barber-surgeon 
in Hfr3rl FJo-iols i s also incompetent and unreliable although 
he pretBBds to have an enormous store of knowledge. 

Slate doctors were often surgeons, physicans, and 
^tooth-drawers",the position of the dentist in the plays 
i s the same as that of the doctor. He i s also regarded 
as ignorant and untrustworthy. wHfen Lethe's pretensions to 
nobility are questioned the other characters in the play 

3 
remark contemptuously that his father was "but a tooth-drawer." 

1 'ihe Kni&ht of the Burning Pestle, l l l . i v . 7~ 

2 Thierry and Theodoret. V,i,p.64. 
3 Michaelmas Term. l,i,161 T301. 
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I t must be admitted, however, t h a t an e q u a l l y 

c o n v e n t i o n a l p i c t u r e o f the good d o c t o r maybe found 

in a few pla^s. The; p h y s i c i a n s i n The Two Noble Kii.',.'--.̂ erh 

^•^s.tfee^lfi.f'fee ^iL^'bg^'f^'^-'t^-^c, and Macbeth r e p r e s e n t 

t h i s l a t t e r t ype, Ttaexbra?. i n the second p l a y , might be 
1 

the f o r e r u n n e r o f the t r u s t e d f a m i l y d o c t o r . The pjjysican 

who attends the j a i l o r ' s daughter i n The Two Noble Kinsmen 
2 

i s e q u a l l y ©apable and k i n d . F i n a l l y , we a l l know t h a t the 

d o c t o r who watched l a d y Macbeth i s t r e a t e d w i t h r e s p e c t 
3 

by both the gentlewoman and Macbeth, 

I s h a l l now t u r n to c e r t a i n o f f i c i a l s o f the m u n i c i p a l 

and n a t i n a l governments and t r y to d e f i n e the c o n v e n t i o n a l 

o p i n i o n o f them. I t i s not much mece f l a t t e r i n g than 

t h a t o f the d o c t o r s and d e n t i s t s . The most sympathetic 

c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s are those o f the 8h$?%ti i n The P u r i t a n , 

o f Commonsense i n Lin g u a , and o f Simon Egnre i n The Shoemakers' 
4 

H o l i d a y , The f i r s t man i s grave and d i g n i f i e d ? the second, 
5 6 

i n t e l l i g e n t and honest} the t h i r d , merry and f r a n k , 

1 The PuT^^olH-n i ^ h t v p ^ 3 4 ^ • 
2 -EM- Two Noble Kinsmen, I V , i i i , 

3 Macbeth, V , i , i i i , 

4 The P u r i t a n , 111,v^.p.413. 

5 Lingua ,211, i i , p p 3 7 7 . 
•'.S The Shoemakers' H o l i d a y , l , i , 1 3 0 - 1 4 2 . 
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T h e s e a r e t h e e x c e p t i o n s , h o w e v e r . I n a l m o s t a l l o t h e r 

i n s t a n c e s , t h e o f f i c i a l s a r e p i c t u r e d as s t u p i d a n d d i s h o n e s t . 
1 

J u s t i c e T u c h i n i s so f o o l i s h t h a t h e b e c o m e s r i d i c u l o u s . 

I t i s t r u e t h a t " o l d m e r r y J u s t i c e C l e m e n t s " i s much s u p e r i o r 
" 2 " 

t o T u c h i n , b u t e v e n he i s n o t a m o d e l o f s o b e r b e h a v i o u r . 

B a i l i f f s and t h e i r a s s i s t a n t s , a r e a l m o s t a l w a y s 

i l l i t e r a t e a n d c o r r u p t . T h o s e who a r e s e n t t o a r r e s t 

P y e b o a r d a r e g o o d e x a m p l e s . £hey s t a r e i n b l a n S k a m a z e m e n t 

a t t h e maps i n t h e S h e r i f f fs h o u s e , a nd t h e y c a n be b r i b e d 
3 

e a s i l y . I h a v e a l r e a d y d i s c u s s e d s o l d i e r s a n d c o n s t a b l e s 
4 

i n s o m e t d e t a i l i n p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r s . I t i s o n l y n e c e s s a r y , 

t h e r e f o r e , t o r e p e a t h e r e t h a t t h e f o r m e r w e r e r e g s r d e d a g s 

c o w a r d l y r o g u e s a n d t h e l a t t e r as c o m p l e t e l y u n t r u s t w o r t h y . 

I come n e x t t o t h e m e r c h a n t s a n d c r a f t s m e n . T h e s e 

f o r m t h e b u l k o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s and t h e y a p p e a r mouye 

f r e q u e n t l y - t h a n members o f any o t h e r g r o u p i n t h e p l a y s t h a t 

d e a l w i t h t h e c i t i z e n s . H e r e a g a i n , I s h l l l b e c o n t e n t t o 

g i v e a v r i e f summary. I n c e r t a i n i n s t a n c e s , pr e v i o u s s e c t i o n s 

h a v e a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d i n d i r e c t l y t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a -
5 

t i o n o f c e r t a i n g u i l d s m e n . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , o u r p l a y s 
1 Ram A l l e y , I V , i , p . 3 3 5 . " 

2 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, I V , i , 1 7 1 - 1 8 1 . 

vn 3 The P u r i t a n , 1 1 1 , v l p . 4 1 3 . 

4 See a b o v e , p p . 2 1 9 - 2 2 1 , 2 2 4 - 2 2 5 , . 

5 See a b o v e , p p . 7 3 - 9 4 . 
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s o m e t i m e s do n o t c o n t a i n e n o u g h i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c e r n i n g 

c e r t a i n o f t h e g u i l d s t o j u s t i f y m a k i n g g e n e r a l s t a t e m e n t s . 

T h e r e a r e many r e f e r e n c e s , h o w e v e r , t o m e r c e r s a n d 

g o l d s m i t h s | s h o e m a k e r s and t a i l o r s . T h e f i r s t t w o a r e 

a l m o s t i n v a r i a b l y y s a i d t o b e v e r y w e a l t h y and t o make 

a d d i t i o n a l g a i n s t h r o u g h u s u r y . S u c h , f o r i n s t a n c e , a r e 
1 

flgUomodo i n M i c h a e l m a s Term a n d t h e g o l d s m i t h i n B a - r o \ / -

The s h o e m a k e r s a r e f r e q u e n t l y p i c t u r e d a s v e r y 

g e n e r o u s a n f c v e r y l o y a l t o k i n g a n d c o u n t r y . Once more 
"3 

S i m o n E y r e and h i s a p p r e n t i c e s w i l l s e r v e as i l l u s t r a t i o n s . 

E h e S h o e m a k e r s i n G e o r g e a" G r e e n e a r e a}.sg-> a t r i o t i c a n d 

f u n - l o v i n g . T h e y r e f u s e t o a l l o w an-yaaaeto p a s s t h em 

e x c e p t K i n g E d w a r d who l a t e r names t h e i r t r a d e " t h e g e n t l e 
4 " -

flraft#. T h e y c e l e b r a t e t h i s h o n o u r w i t h d a n c i n g a n d f e a s t i n g . 

The t a i l o r s m i g h t h a v e b e e n e x p e c t e d t o h a v e h a d & 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o f t h e s h o e m a k e r s . The 

workmen i n b o t h c r a f t s s a t and ew&sd a l l d a y o n a r t i c l e s o f 

d r e s s . B u t t h e t a i l o r s f o r m a c o m p l e t e c o n t r a s t t o E y r e a n d 

h i s j o u r n e y m e n , $ h e y a r e c o w a r d s o r d o u r P u r i t a n s . F o r 

efcamplej t h e t a i l o r s whom T r i n e a l o i s g o i n g t o summon 
~ M i c h a e l m a s Term, 1 1 1 , i i i . ; 
2 Ram A l l e y , 1 1 1 , i , p . 3 3 4 . 
3 The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y , c f , l , i . 

4 G e o r g e a G r e e n e , 1 2 8 0 - 1 2 9 0 . 



1 
have a l l "refused, the l a s t muster at M i l e End", The 

c o n n e c t i o n tbetween P u r i t a n s and t a i l o r s £as a l r e a d y been 
2 

mentioned i n the chapter on r e l i g i o n . 

I n some i n s t a n c e s , the c o n v e n t i o n a l p i c t u e e o f the 

craftsman appears t o have been based on the c h a r a c t e r 
3 

o f h i s p a t r o n s a i n t . T h i s e x p l a n a t i o n seems to be 

e s p e c i a l l y a p p l i c a b l e i n the case o f the smiths. H i k e 

Vulcan, they are almost always quarrelsome and drunken. 

The smith i n The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r London i s t y p i c a l . 

The e l d e r Cromwell's a p p r e n t i c e s aiiosseem ready enough 
4 

to b i c k e r w i t h him o r with h i s son, 

I s h a l l now descend s e v e r a l steps below the merchants 

and craftsmen i n rank and look a t the innkeepers, c a r r i e r s , 

o c c a s i o n a l workers, bodyy s e r v a n t s , and farmers. The members 

o f the f i r s t group seem to have many c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s s i m i l a r 
t o those o f the shoemakers. The innkeepers are merry and 

5 

g e n i a l . Mine host i n $ The Merry D e v i l o f Edmonton, f o r 

i n s t a n c e , mig h t be a c o u s i n to Simon % r e . 

The good n a t u r e found i n the masters o f the i n n s 

d i d not extend to the o s t l e r s employed by them o r to 

1 Albumazar, 11,11.p.323. 

2 See above p.191. 

3 T h i s statement cOuld be developed a t some l e n g t h , 

4 Thomas, L o r d Cromwell, l , i i , p , 3 5 1 . 

5 The brewer, MUrley, i s e q u a l l y merry. 

6 The M e r r y D e v i l of Edmonton, pp.226-227. 
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t h e c a r r i e r s who paused, a t t h e i n n s o v e r n i g h t . On t h e 

c o n t r a r y , b o t h o s t l e r s a n d c a r r i e r s a r e r i b a l d , i g n o r a n t 

a n d d i s g r u n t l e d . The o s t l e r i n D o c t o r F a u s t u s , f o r e x a m p l e , 
1 

i s g i v e n t o o b s c e n i t y i n s p e e c h . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e c a r r i e r 

a n d h i s w i f e , K a t e , i n S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e a n d Cob i n E v e r y 

Man i n H i s Humour a r e e a s i l y c o n f u s e d b y a n g l i n g s t r a n g e . 

The c a r r i e r a n d h i s w i f e do n o t know how t o d r e s s t h e m s e l v e s 
2 

i n L o r d a n d L a d y Cobham's c l o t h e s ; a n d Cob c a n n o t a b i d e 
" 3 

" a b o m i n a b l e , v i l e , 1 ;.„.rase a l l y v e r s e s " t h a t h e . d o e s n o t u n d e r s t a n d . 

We remember, a l s o , t h a t t h e c a r r i e r s a n d o s t l e r s i n H e n r y IV, 

B a r t 1, a r e n o t f a s t i d i o u s e i t h e r i n t h e i r s p e e c h o r i n 
4 

t h e i r p e r s o n a l h a b i t s . 

Workmen who w e r e h i r e d b y t h e d a y o r who h a d n o t 

b e e n f o r m a l l y a p p r e n t i c e s a r e t r e a t e d i n mucsh t h e same manner 

as a r e t h e c a r r i e r s a n d t h e o s t l e r s . Among t h e m we f i n d 

c a r p e n t e r , w a t e r m e n , and c l o w n s . T h e y , l i k e t h e c a r r i e r s 

a n d o s t l e r s , are"-«dted f o r t h e i r r r i b a l d r y a n d d r u n k e n e s s . 

The c a r p e n t e r s i n The Dumb K n i g h t , f o r i n s t a n c e , ^skthe'yp e r e c t 

a s c a f f o l d j j o k e a b o u t t h e s e x u a l i m m o r a l i t y o f women. 

T h e r e i s a r e f e r e n c e i n The R o a r i n g G i r l t o t h e w a t e r m e n ' s 

T D o c t o r F a u s t u s , l , v i i i . 

2 S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e , v , v i i i , p . 3 4 5 . 
3 E f f e r y Man i n H i s Humour, 1 , i i i , 9 0 - 1 0 0 . 
4 H e n r y I V , P a r t 1, 1 1 , i , 1 - 3 5 . 
6 Tile Dumb K n i g h t , p p . l 5 2 w l 5 3 . 
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1 

l o v e o f a l e . I n t h i s p l a y , T r a p d o o r , t h e s o l d i e r , s a y s 

t h a t he c a n o b t a i n i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t M o l l f r o m t h e f e r r y m e n 

i f h e d r i n k s l o n g enough w i t h thegtt. 

The p e r s o n a l o r b o d y s e r v a n t s p r e s e n t a somewhat 

d i f f e r e n t p i c t u r e . T h e y h a v e m o r e c a f f i n i t i e s w i t h t h e y o u n g 

a p p r e n t i c e s t h a n w i t h t h e members o f a n y o t h e r gsnapp. 

T h e y a r e u s u a l l y i m p e r t i n e n t a n d a f f e c t e d , b u t , a t t h e 

same t i m e , s h r e w d a n d w i t t y . B f a i n w o r m i n E v e r y Man i n 

H i s Humour, f o r ' I n s t a n c e , i s much more i n t e l l i g e n t t h a n 

many o f h i s b e t t e r s i n t h e p l a y . D a f f o d i l i n The L o n d o n 

P r o d i g a l , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , s e r v e s as a n e x a m p l e o f t h e 

s e r v a n t who h a s t o be d i e c k e d J j b f i m p e r t i n e n c e . He r e m o v e d 
3 

L u c i e ' s b r a c e l e t a n & i s d i s m i s s e d b y h e r f a t h e r . L a t e r 

he i s e m p l o y e d a g a i n ; a n d , t h e n , h i s f e l l o w s e r v a n t , A r t i c h o k e , 

s p e a k s p e r t l y t o S i r L a n c e l o t a b o u t t h e f o l l g r o f t a k i n g 
4 

D a f f o d i l b a c k i n t o s e r v i c e . P r e s i d e n t , i n T h e Dumb K n i g h t 
d o e s wfo t r e a t h i s m a s t e r w i t h a n y pai*§ r e s p e c t t h a n D a f f o d i l 

5 

e x t e n d s t o L u c e . He e a t s a s he t a l k s w i t h h h i s e m p l o y e r . 

D o n d o l o , IaiThe R e v e n g e r ' s T r a g e d y h a s a l s o t o be r e b u k e d 

f o r f o r g e t t i n g h i s p l a c e . He c o n s t a n t l y a p e s h i s b e t t e r s 

1~ The R o a r i n g ^ i r l , p. 14gL~ 
2 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, 1 1 , i i . 
3 The L o n d o n P r o d i g a l , 11,ii,pp.378-379. 

4 Ibid.p380. 

5 The Dumb K n i g h t s p.126. 



1 
b y s p e a k i n g i n a f o r m o f E u p h u i s m . N e a t f o o t , t h e 

s e r v a n t o f A l e x a n d e r Wengave, t a l k s i n t h e same f a s h i o n 
2 

a s D o n d o l o . 

A l l E l i z a b e t h a n s e r v a n t s , h o w e v e r , a r e n o t p r e s e n t e d 

a s r u d e o r a f f e c t e d . A few i n s t a n c e s i n t h e drama g i v e 

an. e q u a l l y s e t r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h e o v e r w o r k e d a n d 

m i s t r e a t e d s e r v a n t , B u t l e r , i n The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d 
3 

M a r r i a g e , i s a n e x a m p l e o f t h i s t y p e o f s e r v a n t . 

A u s e f u l summary o f t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l o p i n i o n o f t h e 

s e r v a n t i s f o u n d i r o S t a i n e s ' s p e e c h in.Greene1 s Tu Quoque. 
I n i t he o u t l i n e s t h e a d v a n t a g e s a n d d i s a d v a n t a g e s o f a 

L 
s e r v i n g ; man 1 s l i f e ; T 

S t a i n e s . T h a t I shcu I d l i v e t o b e a s e r v i n g man, 
a f e l l o w t h a t s c a l d s h i s m o u t h w i t h a n o t h e r a a n ' s 
p o r r i d g e ; bfetngg u p me a t f o r , o t h e r /men' s b e l l i e s, 

\ a n d c a r r i e s a w a y t t h e b o n e s f o r h i s own; c h a n g e s h i s 
c l e a n t r e n c h e r f o r a f o u l one a n d i s g l a d o f i t ; 
a n d y e t d i d I n e v e r l i v e so m e r r y a l i f e , when I 
was my m a s t e r / s m a s t e r a s now I do b e i n g man t o 
my man. And I w i l l s t a n d t o ' t f o r a l l my f o r m e r 
s p e e c h e s , a s e r v i n g man l i v e s a b e t t e r H f e t h a n 
h i s m a s t e r ; a n d t h u s , I p r o v e i t ; t h e s a y i n g i s , 
The n e a r e r t h e b one t h e s w e e t e r t h e f l e s h : t h e n 
m u s t t h e s e r v i n g man n e e d s e a t s w e e t e r f l e s h f o r 
he a l w a y s p i c k s t h e b o n e s , a n d , a g a i n , t h e p r o v e r b 
s a y s . The d e e p e r t h e s w e e t e r : t h e r e h a s t h e s 
s e r v i n g man t h e a d v a n t a g e a g a i n f o r he d r i n k s s t i l l 
i n t h e b o t t o m o f t h e p o t ; he f i l l s h i s b e l l y and 
n e v e r asks" w h a t ' s t o p a y ; w e a r s b r o a d c l o t h and. 
y e t d a r e s w a l k W a t l i n g S t r e e t , w i t h o u t any f e a r o f 
h i s d r a p e r . And f o r h i s c o l o r s , t h e y a r e a c c o r d i n g 
t o t h e s e a s o n ; i n t h e summer, h e i s a p p a r e l l e d f o r 
t h e m o s t p e n t , l i k e t h e h e a v e n s , i n b l u e , i n t h e 
w i n t e r , l i k e t h e e a r t h , i n f r i e z e , 

1 i ' h e R e v e n g e r ' s T r a g e d y , 11,i,-p.29. 

2 The R o a r i n g G i r l , pp.138-139. 
3 The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M i a r i a g e , p . 522-523. 
4 G r e e n e 1 s Tu Quoque, p. 2 0 7 . 
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I h a v e d e a l t now w i t h m o s t o f t h e c l a s s e s i n 

L o n d o n a b o u t whom t h e r e i s e n o u g h e v i d e n c e i n t h e d r a m a 

t o w a r r a n t my m a k i n g some g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s , I s h a l l a d d 

one more group,'.however, t o t h o s e a l r e a d y c o n s i d e r e d e v e n 

t h o u g h i t s members a r e n o t c i i z e n s . T h i s g r o u p d s made 

up o f t h e f a r m e r s who h a v e come t o t h e c i t y . The a p p e a r 

f r e q u e n t l y enough i n t h e c i t i z e n p l a y s t o j u s t i f y ray 

i n c l u d i n g t h e m and d e f i n i n g t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l a t t i t u d e 

t o w a r d s t h e m . 

The f a r m e r s a r e n e a r l y a l w a y s t r e a t e d a s c l u m s y , 

b o o r i s h , a n d s t u p i d . The t o w n g u l l 'jmEvery Man i n H i s 
^ 1 

Humour v o i c e s g r e a t c o n t e m p t f o r t h e c o u n t r y c g u l l . 
R e f e r e n c e s i n T h e R o a r i n g G i r l a n d i m A l b u m a a a r a r e n o t 

a n y m ore c o m p l i m e n t a r y t o f a r m e r s t h a n t h o s e i n E v e r y 

Man i n H i s Humour. The f i r s t p3a y c o n t a i n s s c o r n f u l 

a l l u s r j t i o n s t o f a r m e r s who h a v e gone t o t o w n t o b e g e n t l e m e n . 

The s e c o n d d e s c r i b e s T r i n e a l o i n t h e p r o c e s s o f b e c o m i n g 

a man o f l e i s u r e . He i s r i d i c u l e d f o r a p i n g men a b o v e 
o 

h i m i n r a n k , 
x h e g e n e r a l i z a t i o n s t h a t I h a v e made so f a r a b o u t 

t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l a p p r o a c h t o t h e v v a r i o u s c l a s s e s i n t h e 

t h e d r a m a h a v e n o t b e e n b a s e d o n a n y p a r t i c u l a r s e t o f 

p l a y s . The e v i d e n c e h a s b e e n c h o s e n i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y f r o m 

~ 1 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, I V , v , 1-10. 

2 A l b u m a z a r , l l , v , p . 3 4 5 . 
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t h o s e i n f a v o r o f t h e c i t i z e n a n d f r o m t h o s e w h i c h 

c r i t i c i z e h i m s e v e r e l y . I f I t u r n , , f i n a l l y , h o w e v e r , 

t o t h e l a t t e r g r o p p I s h a l l h e a b l e t o make some g e n e r a l i s a 

t i o n s a b o u t t h e c o n v e n t i o n a l t r e a t m e n t o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . 

My c o n c l u s i o n s , h o w e v e r , w i l l b e b a s e d o n t h e p l a y s w r r i 

w r i t t e n t o w a r d s t h e end o f o u r p e r i o d . The j u d g e m e n t f o u n d 

i n t h e s e p l a y s i s a r i s t o c r a t i c i n t o n e and c o n s i d e r e s 

t h e members o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s f r o m a l e v e l c o m p l e t e l y 

a l i e n t t o them. 

The c i t i z e n s , o n t h e one h a n d , a r e c r i t i c i z e d f o r 

b l i n d l y a d h e r i n g t o c u s t o m a n d , o n t h e o t h e r , w f o r d i s r e g a r d i n g 
1 

a l l t t r a d i t i o n i n an e n d e a v o u r t o make money. C f t e o p a t r a i 

i n + The F a l s e One, e x p r e s s e s t h e c l a t t e r o p i n i o n v e r y w e l l 

when she c o m p a r e s C a e s a r t o a m e r c h a n t , " a m e r e ^ w a n d e r i n g 

m e r c h a n t , s e r v i l e f o r g a i n : He t r a d e s f o r p o o r c o m m o d i t i e s 
2 

a n d makeslteLs c o n q u e s t s t h e f t s . " 

The c i t i z e n s , m o r e o v e r , a r e n e a r l y a l w a y s s a i d t o be 

c o w a r d s . L a x t o n , i n The R o a r i n g : G i r l , f o r e x a m p l e , c a l l s 
3 

t h e c i t i z e n s o l d i e r s " M i l e E n d M i l k s o p s " . The m a y o r i n 
H e n r y V I , P a r t 1 a d m i r e s t h e c o u r a g e o f t h e n o b l e s a n d 

4 
s a y s t h a t he h i m s e l f f i g h t s " n o t o n c e i n f o r t y y e a r , " 
~I s e e above 56-74. : ~ 

2. tlSS. F a l s e One, I V , i i , 2 0 - 2 4 . 
3 f h e Ro_aring_ G i r l , p p . 2 1 3 - 2 1 4 . 

4 H e n r y Vl,J?a£t 1, 1 , i i i , 8 9 - 9 1 . 
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S t a i n e s e x p r e s s e s g r e a t a s t o n i s h m e n t when h e l e a r n s 

t h a t S p e n d a l i s a " h i g h s p i r i t e d c i t i z e n " . 

One r e s u l t o f 1 h i s u n f a v o r a b l e o p i n i o n i s s e e n v e r y 

c l e a r l y i n t h e p l a y s . T he a r i s t o c r a t s a n d t h o s e among t h e 

c i t i z e n s who' p r e t e r i f e d t o b e g e n t l e wishedHto h s v e n o t h i n g 

t o do w i t h " t r a d e o r w i t h t h o s e e n g a e d i n i t , K i t e l y , 
2 

f o r e x a m p l e , i s mocked b y W e l l b r e d . W i l l i a m S m a l l s h a n k s 

d r e a d s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f b e i n g f o r c e d t o j o i n t h e c i t i z e n 
3 

c l a s s , The Duke A l p h o n s o , i n The Dumb K n i g h t i s v e r y i n d i g -
4 

r i a n t when h e h a s t o p u t o n t h e l a w y e r P r a t e ' s c l o t h e s , 

G e r t r u d e mocks h e r f a t h e r aa d h i s t r a d e and a t t e m p t s t o 
5 

d i s s o c i a t e h e r s e l f f r o m h i m a n d i t , 

I c a n draw one i m p o r t a n t c o n c l u s i o n f b o m t t h e s e 

c o n v e n t i o n a l o p i n i o n s a b o u t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . T h e y o c c u r 

c o n s t a n t l y i ' f l c p l e y g w r i t t e n f r o m 1610 o n . I t seems 

e v i d e n t t h a t t h e b r e a k b e t w e e n t h e c l a s s e s i n L o n d o n 

was b e c o m i n g much more m a r k e d t h a n i t h a d b e e n b e f o r e 1 6 0 0 . 

1 G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque, p. 2 3 2 . 

2 E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour, I V , v i , 1 - 4 5 . 

3 H a m A l l e y , I V , i , p . 3 6 1 . 

4 The Dumb K n i g h t , p. 1 6 9 . -

5 E a s t w a r d Ho, c f . l , i i . 



2Sf 

I n one o f t h e e a r l y p l a y s , f o r i n s t a n c e , Ijhe d r u n k e n 

c l o w n w a l k s i n t o t h e c o u r t b a n q u e t i n g h a l l . He i s 

n e i t h e r s e v e r e l y r i d i c u l e d n o r h a r s h l y r e p r i m a n d e d . 

A s i m i l a r t r e a t m e n t o f s u c h an i n c i d e n t w o u l d n o t 

b e f o u n d i n p l a y s w r i t t e n a b o u t 1620 and l a t e r . 

1 The L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , 2 0 2 0 - 2 1 6 0 . 
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C o n c l u s i o n 

I c a n now d r a w c e r t a i n c o n l u s i o n s a b o u t t h e L o n d o n 

c i t i z e n i n t h e . E l i z a b e t h a n d r a m a . I t . seems q u i t e c l e a r , 

i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , t h a t t h e p l a y s c o n t a i n two d i s t i n c t 

c o n c e p t s o f t h e c i t i z e n . One r e g a r d s h i m a s a h e r o , as t h e 

man who s t a r t s w i t h n o t h i n g ' b u t h i s own e a r n e s t n e s s , a p p l i c a t i o n 

and i d e a l s a n d becomes an E y r e o r a G r e s h a m , a k n i g h t a n d L 

t h e b u i l d e r o f L e a d e n h a l l o r o f t h e E x c h a n g e . The o t h e r 

p i c t u r e s h i m a s i s t u p i d , f o o l i s h l y - p r o u d , e n v i o u s , g r a s p i n g , 

m o n e y - h o a r d e r , who c a n n o t be r e l i e d u p o n t o k e e p h i s w o r d 

an d who h a s no i d e a l s and f e w e r m o r a l s . 

L e t me a g a i n m e n t i o n t h e r e a s o n s t h a t I h a v e a l r e a d y 

g i v e n f o r t h e drama's t w o - f o l d a t t i t u d e t o w a r d s t h e c i t i z e n . 

I h a v e s u g g e s t e d t h a t t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e t i m e w e r e p a r t l y 

t o b l a m e f o r a c h a n g e i n t h e o u t l o o k t o w a r d s t h e m i d d l e c l a s s . 

The c i t i z e n ' s p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y a l t e r e d a n d so d i d t h e 
1 

t r e a t m e n t g i v e n h i m i n t h e drama. 

E a r l y i n t h e t h i r t y y e a r s t h a t I h a v e c o v e r e d i n t h i s 

s t u d y t h e c i t i z e n was j u s t b e c o m i n g aware o f h i s new i m p o r t a n c e , 

a n d h e was, a s y e t , o n l y pjss&d o f h i s w e a l t h a n d i n d u s t r y . 

He h a d no i d e a t h a t h e c o u l d cGamcand a p o s t i o n s i m i l a r t o 

t h a t o f t h e n o b l e . He was l i k e a a i a r l l b o y who was p l e a s e d 

w i t h h i m s e l f b e c a u s e he h a d s u c c e e d e d i n a t a s k . N o t y e t 
1 See above p p 3 0 - 3 2 . 
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h a d t h e c o m f o r t a b l e f e e l i n g o f a c h i e v e m e n t t u r n e d i n t o 

o s t e n t a t i o u s d i s p l a y o f a b i l i t y . As t i m e w e n t o n , h o w e v e r , 

a n d a s 1600 became 1 6 1 0 , t h e c i t i z e n g r e w v e r y c o n s c i o u s 

o f h i s a l t e r e d s t a t u s a n d a c u t e l y aware o f t h e power g i v e n 

h i m b y h i s i n c r e a s e d w e a l t h . He b e g a n t o demand e q u a l 

t r e a t m e n t w i t h t h e a r i s t o c r a c y a n d t o ape t h o s e above 

h i m i n d r e s s a n d m a n n e r s . The n o b l e m e n and t h e g e n t l e m e n 

came t o fea£ h i s p o w e r and t o condemn h i s a t t e m p t s t o u p s e t 

t h e o r d e r o f s o c i e t y . I t v/as i n e v i t a l i i e t h a t t h e c i t i z e n 

i n t h e d r a m a c o u l d n o t c o n t i n u e t o b e p i c t u r e d as a S i m o n 

E y r e * f r i e n d l y and a s t u t e , y e t , a t h e a r t , p r o p e r l y s u b s e r v i e n t 

t o S i r Hugh - L a c y and t o t h e E a r l o f C o r n w a l l . 

I h a v e a l s o p o i n t e d o u t t h a t , t h o u g h o u t t h e p e r i o d , 1 5 9 0 - 1 6 2 0 , 

two g r o u p s o f d r a m a t i s t s h a d b e e n w r i t i n g a b o u t t h e c i t i z e n 

a n d t h a t , c o n s e q u e n t l y , two a t t i t u d e s o f m i n d h a d b e e n . 
1 

e x p r e s s e d i n t h e " p l a y s c o n c e r n i n g h i m . ^The p l a y w r i g h t s , 

s u c h as D e k k e r and Heywood, who w e r e c l o s e l y l i n k e d w i t h 

t h e m i d d l e c l a s s v o i c e d a f e l l o w p r i d e i n m e r c h a n t s ' w e a l t h 

and p o w e r . The c i t i z e n was a k i n t o t h e m i n m a n n e r s and b e l i e f s , 

a n d , n a t u r a l l y , t h e y w r o t e o f h i m w i t h a s y m p a t h y t h a t s o m e t i m e s 

c a r r i e d t h e m i n t o e u l o g y . T h e r e h a d a l w a y s b e e n , o n t h e o i h e r 

h a n d , t h e d r a m a t i s t s who w e r e a r i s t o c r a t i c r a t h e r t h a n b o u i g e o i s 

i n f e e l i n g a n d who r e g a r d e d t h e c i t i z e n a s b e n e a t h t h e m and 

a s a d i f f e r e n t s o r t o f p e r s o n . E v e n w i t h o u t b e i n g m o t i v a t e d 

~ 1 see above 3 8 - 5 0 . ' 
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b y d e l i b e r a t e m a l i c e , t h e s e d r a m a t i s t s c o u l d b a r d l y f a i l 

t o d e p i c t t h e c i t i z e n as u n i n t e l l i g e n t , c r u d e a n d b o o r i s h . 

I f t h e c i t i z e n ' s p o s i t i o n h a d r e m a i n e d s t a t i o n a r y , a n d 

i f t h e n u m b e r s o f p l a y w r i g h t s o f o p p o s i n g s y m p a t h i e s h a d 

n e v e r v a r i e d , t h e drama's p i c t u r e o f t h e m i d d l e c l a s s w o u l d 

h a v e w a v e r e d b e t w e e n e q u a l p r a i s e and e q u a l b l a m e . B u t , a s 

I h a v e s a i d , t h e c i t i z e n g a i n e d more w e a l t h and p o r e m p o w e r . 

B o t h h i s p o s i t i n and h i s f r a m e o f m i n d c h a n g e d , and t h o s e 

w r i t i n g o f h i m r e f l e c t e d t h i s u p h e a v a l . F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e 

b a l a n c e b e t w S e n d r a m a t i s t s who s y m p a t h i z e d w i t h t h e m i d d l e 

c l a s s a n d t h o s e who f e a r e d i t became t i l t e d v e r y much i n 

f a v o r o f t h e l a t t e r g r o u p . T o w a r d s 1620 t h e s e p l a y w r i g h t s 

b e g a n a c o n c e n t r a t e d a n d d e l i b e r a t e - a t t a c k o n t h e c i t i z e n , 

a n d , t o make m a t t e r s w o r s e , t h e s e w e r e t h e w r i t e r s who c o u l d 

command t h e m o s t i n f l u e n t i a l a u d i e n c e . T h e y g rev; more a n d 

more v i t u r p e r a t i v e i n t h e i r a t t a c k . The h e r a l d s o f D i c k 

W h i t t i n g t o n a nd h i s c a t , o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , d i s a p p e a r e d 

o r g a v e u p t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e . 

I s h a l l now d i s c u s s t h e l a s t f a c t o r t h a t c o n t r i b u t e d 

t o t h e l a r g e number o f u n f a v o r a b l e c h a r a c t e r i z a t i o n s f o u n d 

i n t h e d r a m a i n t h e l a t e r p a r t o f t h e p e r i o d . x h e n a t u r e 

o f t h e a u d i e n c e d e t e r m i n e d t h e t y p e o f p l a y w r i t t e n a b o u t 

t h e c i t i z e n j a n d , l a t e i n t h e E l i z a b e t h a n p e r i o d , t h e 

a u d i e n c e was b e c o m i n g more and more a r i s t o c r a t i c and l e s s 

1 s e e above p p . 4 5 - 4 6 7 :  
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and. l e s s m i d d l e c l a s s . The L o n d o n e r s t h e m s e l v e s , a s we h a v e 
1 

s e e n , c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h i s t e n d e n c y . The c i t y a u t h o r i t i e s 

t r i e d t o s t o p t h e a t r e - g o i n g , and t h e y d i d a l l t h e y c o u l d t o 

h i n d e r t h e d r a m a t i s t s . The g e n t l e m e n end n o b l e s , on t h e o t h e r 

h a n d , c o n t i n u e d t o a t t e n d t h e p l a y h o u s e s . They f r e q u e n t e d 

p r i v a t e t h e a t r e s t h a t w e r e n& u n d e r t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e 

c i t y and t h e y gave t h e i r p a t r o n a g e and p r o t e d t i o n t o i n d i v i 

d u a l c o m p a n i e s . N a t u r a l l y , t h e y w o u l d n o t e x p e c t t h e d r a m a t i s t s 

who w e re d e p e n d e n t u p o n them t o w r i t e m a i n l y s u c c e s s s t o r i e s 

o f m e r c e r s a n d i r o n - m o n g e r s . N a t u r a l l y , t h e m i d d l e c l a s s became 

more and more- t h e b u t t o f r i d i c u l e ; o r d i s a p p e a r e d f r o m p l a y s 

a l t o g e t h e r , 

The t i m e o f t h e a p p e a r a n c e and o i " t h e d i s a p p e a r a n c e 

o f t h e c i t i z e n i n t h e d r a m a c a n be r e l a t e d d i r e c t l y t o t h e 

t w o - s i d e d p i c t u r e t h a t I h a v e b e e n d i s c u s s i n g . I can' a l m o s t 

s a y , i n d e e d , t h a t near3^..every s y m p a t h e t i c p r e s e n t a t i o n o f 

t h e c i t i z e n i s f o u n d b e f o r e 1 6 0 5 . The F a i r M a i d o f " t h e West 

and The Shoemaker;:' a G e n t l e m a n a r e a d m i t t e d l y l a t e r , b u t t h e y 

a r e a l m o s t t h e o n l y e x a m p l e s o f t h e i r t y p e o f p l a y t o o c c u r 

a t t h a t t i m e . The i n g e n u o u s p l a y s most' f a v o r a b l e t o t h e " c i t i z e n 

w e r e w r i t t e n b e f o r e o r j u s t a b o u t 1 6 0 5 . J a m e s I V , The L o o k i n g  

G l a s s f o r L o n d o n , The S h o e m a k e r s 1 H o l i d a y , The F o u r P r e n t i c e s  

Thomas, L o r d C r o m w e l l , and S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l f e a r e e x a m p l e s . 

~T s e e above- pp. 2 0 y - 2 1 0 . : : — : :  
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B u t , a s 162G a p p r o a c h e s , - t h e r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e c i t i z e n a r e 

f o u n d i n dramas s u c h a s The W h i t e D e v i l , The Hog Has L o s t H i s  

P e a r l , T h e F a l s e One and T h i e r r y a n d T h e o d o r e t . T h e s e a r e e i t h e r 

o u t r i g h t s a t i r e s o n t h e c i t i z e n o r t r a g e d i e s a n d m e l o d r a m a s 

c o n c e r n e d w i t h l o r d s and. l a d i e s , k i n g s a n d q u e e n s , i n w h i c h 

a l l u s i o n s ; . : t o t h e m i d d l e c l a s s a r e o n l y i n c i d e n t a l a n d a l m o s t 

a l w a y s u n c o m p l i m e n t a r y , " " 

H a v i n g d e c i d e d so much a b o u t t h e two a t t i t u d e s a n d 

h a v i n g o u t l i n e d b r i e f l y t h e r e a s o n s f o r s u c h v a r y i n g c o n c e p t s , 

I am nov; f a c e d w i t h t h e p r o b l e m o f d e c i d i n g t h e w o r t h o f 

t h e s e c o n t r a s t e d p r e s e n t a t i o n s . What i s t o b e g a i n e d f r o m 

t hem? How f a r c a n e i t h e r b e t r u s t e d ? I m u s t a n s w e r t h e s e 

q u e s t i o n s b e f o r e I c a n come t o any c o n c l u s i o n a b o u t t h e 

v a l u e o f t h e p l a y s as s o c i a l d o c u m e n t s , 

I h a v e t r i e d t o a n s w e r t h e s e q u e s t i o n s a l r e a d y i n t h e 

b o d y o f the'e s s a y , and h a v e d i s c u s s e d t h e m a t some l e n g t h 
1 

i n t h e s e c t i o n o n t h e d r a m a t i s t s . Here,! c a n o n l y s a y 

a g a i n t h a t we m u s t b a l a n c e one p i c t u r e a g a i n s t t h e o t h e r J 

a n d m u s t t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e b i a s o f t h e d r a m a t i s t b e f o r e 

we b e l i e v e t o o f i r m l y a l l t h a t he s a y s . 

I h a v e c h o s e H a n o n - c o m m i t t a l m i d d l e c o u r s e . C e r t a i n l y 

n o t a l l c i t i z e n s w e r e a s r e s o u r c e f u l o r as m e r r y a s Eys?e$ 

o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , n e i t h e r w e r e t h e y a l l s c h e m i n g v i l l a i n s 

~ 1 s e e above p p . 38-46, 5 0 - 5 1 . ~ 
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l i k e Quomodo. No d o u b t some o f them w e r e j o v i a l . E q u a l l y , no 

d o u b t , some o f them m a d e H c o s r s e c o m m o d i t i e s l o o k s l e e t o " . I 

am f o r c e d , I m u s t c o n f e s s , b a c k u p o n c e r t a i n o f my o r i g i n a l 

c o n c l u s i o n s , 1 f e e l t h a t we c a n t r u s t t h e c i t i z e n drama 

c o m p l e t e l y o n l y when i t g i v e s d e t a i l s o f f o o d and d r i n k 

and c l o t h e s a nd h o u s e s . C o n c e r n i n g i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 

" t h e f o l l i e s and t h e f o i b l e s " o f t h e t i m e , I c a n b u t r e p e a t 

t h a t t h e r e m u s t h s v e b e e n some a v a r i c e f o r B e n J o n s o n t o 

a t t a c k so v i g o r o u s l y . B u t t h e r e m u s t a l s o h a v e b e e n some 

h o s p i t a l i t y f o r i t t o b e commended b y D e k k e r . N e i t h e r man 

w o u l d h a v e known a v a r i c e o r g e n e r o s i t y i f he h a d n o t s e e n 
1 

i t a b o u t h i m . 

I c a n s a y one t h i n g more, h o w e v e r , a b o u t t h e w o r t h o f 

t h e s e p r e s e n t a t i o n s . T h e r e i s no c o m p l e t e l y r e a l i s t i c 

p o r t r a y a l o f any c i t i z e n i n t h e d r a m a . No one o f t h e p l a y s 

makes u s t h i n k t h a t a c h a r a c t e r i n i t e m b o d i e s t h e a b s o l u t e 

t r u t h a b o u t a c e r t a i n t y p e o f human n a t u r e . No m e r c h a n t 

o r t r a d e s m a n makes u s f e e l a s we do a b o u t M a c b e t h o r O t h e l l o 

o r Romeo. T h e r e i s no u n i v e r s a l L o n d o n c i t i z e n . 

The c r i t i c i s m j u s t m e n t i o n e d l e a d s me d i r e c t l y t o 

a c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f t h e p l a y s a s l i t e r a t u r e . I s h a l l n o t 

s a y a g r e a t d e a l a b o u t t h e i r a r t i s t i c v a l u e , b e c a u s e , a s 

I p o i n t e d o u t i n t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n , I h a v e n o t b e e n c o n c e r n d d 

T_ g e r e r / ; a g ^ n I am l e d i n t o a p e r s o n a l j u d g e m e n t . 



211 
1 

w i t h q u e s t i o n s o f s t y l e . T a k e n as a g r o u p , .however,.-the. 

c i t i z e n p l a y s h a v e l i t t l e l i t e r a r y m e r i t . I h a v e p r e v i o u s l y 

s u g g e s t e d r e a s o n s f o r t h i s l a c k . The c i t i z e n s ' t a s t e s w e r e 
2 

n o t s u b t l e . The p l a y s w r i t t e n f o r them w e r e c r u d e and, 

c o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e r e a r e no m e m o r a b l e m e r c h a n t s o r d r a f t s m e n 

i n t h e p l a y s d e a l i n g w i t h t h e m i d d l e c l a s s , w i t h t h e p o s s i b l e 
3 

e x c e p t i o n o f S i m o n E y r e . 

E v e n s t u p i d i t y a n d d e o a t , t h e two v i c e s m o s t f r e q u e n t l y 

a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e m e r c h a n t s , do n o t h e l p t o make u s remember 

t h e m e r c e r s and t h e t a i l o r s i n t h e d r a m a . We c a n n o t f o r g e t 

I a g o ' s t r e a c h e r y , b u t B a g o t ' s v i l l a n y w i l l n o t r e m a i n i n o u r 

m i n d s . P r a t e and C a n d i d l y t h e s t u p i d c i t i z e n s , a r e no more 

s k i l f u l l y d r a w n t h a n i s B a g o t a n d t h e p l a y s i n w h i c h t h e y 

a p p e a r h a v e l i t t l e more m e r i t t h a n any o t h e r s t h a t d e a l 

w i t h t h e c i t i z e n c l a s s . 

C e r t a i n l y , t h e c i t i z e n i s n e v e r a t r a g i c o r a h e r o i c 

f i g u r e . When m i s f o r t u n e b e f a l l s h i m , a s i t d o e s S p e n d a l , 

h e i s t a k e n t o t h e C o u n t e r and w r i t e s a l a s t r e p e n t a n c e . 

No one t h u s i n t h e c l u t h c a o f M a s t e r G r y p e i s a s u b j e c t 

f o r t r a g e d y . E v e n S h a k e s p e a r e ' s A n t o n i o s u f f e r s f r o m 

1 See I n t r o d u c t i o n , I v . " ~~ 

2 s e e above p . 2 4 2 . 

3 I h a v e o m i t t e d T o u c h s t o n e , Q u i c k s i l v e r a n d G e c t t u d e h e r e 
b e c a u s e t h e y a r e d e l i b e r a t e l y r i d i c u l e d . 
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t h e v u l g a r i t y o f a b a r g a i n o v e r a p o u n d o f f l e s h ; The 

p e r s e c u t e d B a n n i s t e r i f b a r e l y p a t h e t i c . 

The m o s t m e m o r a b l e o f a l l t h e c i t i z e n s a r e p e r h a p s 

T o u c h s t o n e , G e r t r u d e and Q u i c k s i l v e r o f ' E a s t w a r d Ho-,, a h d 

S i m o n E y r e o f The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y . B u t o f t h e s e t h e 

f i r s t t h r e e a r e s u p p o s e d t o b e f a r c i c a l c h a r a c t e r s and 

t h e f o u r t h , e v e n t h o u g h h e i s t h e i d e a l c i t i z e n h e r o , 

c a n n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d t h e e q u a l o f T a m b u r l a i n e o r o f H e n r y V. 

H i s g r a n d e u r , i f we c a n c a l l i t s u c h , i s o f a c o m p l e t e l y 

d i f f e r e n t o r d e r . I t i s i m p o s s i b l e t o i m a g i n e h i m f a c e d 

w i t h d i s a s t e r . 

I s h a l l c o n c l u d e . t h i s c h a p t e r w i t h a sharfet d i s c u s s i o n 

o f t h e v a l u e o f t h e p l a y s a s s o c i a l d o c u m e n t s . I n many ways 

I h a v e b e e n more c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h i s a s p e c t o f t h e m t h a n w i t h 

any o t h e r . 

A g a i n I s h a l l h a v e t o d i v i d e my d i s c u s s i o n i n t o two 

p a r t s . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e p l a y s may b e r e g a r d e d a s s o c i a l 

d o c u m e n t s b e c a u s e t h e y g i v e i n f o r m a t i o n o n s m a l l d e t a i l s 

t h a t r a n g e f r o m t h e b l a c k p u d d i n g s o f B o n d u c a t o t h e F r e n c h 

f a l l i n Ram A l l e y . S e c o n d l y , t h e y may a l s o r e f l e c t t h e p h i l o 

s o p h y and i d e a l s o f t h e c i t i z e n a n d , f o r t h i s r e a s o n , may 

b e o f u s e t o t h e s o c i a l h i s t o r i a n . 

T h e r e i s no d o u b t t h a t t h e m i d d l e c l a s s d r a m a g i v e 

u s d e t a i l s o f E l i z a b e t h a n l i f e . The p l a y s c o n t a i n an a m a z i n g 
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amount o f i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t c l o t h e s , f o o d , h o u s e s , and 

w h i c h a g r e e s v e r y w e l l w i t h t h e a c c o u n t s o f t h e t i m e s w r i t t e n 

b y H a r r i s o n , S t o w e , Camden a n d o t h e B S . I n e e d . n o t s t r e s s 

t h i s p o i n t . A l a r g e p a r t o f t h i s e s s a y i s more o r l e s s 

a t a b u l a t i o n o f s u c h d e t a i l s . The c h a p t e r o n f o o d , c l o t h i n g 

and homes i s a d i r e c t i l l u s t r a t i o n o f t h e v a l u e o f t h e 

d r a m a i n r e c o n s t r u c t i n g a p i c t u r e o f e v e r y d a y l i f e , i n s i x t e e n t h . 
1 

c e n t u r y L o n d o n . 

I t i s a l s o a m a z i n g t o s e e how p r e c e p t s v o i c e d b y c h a r a c t e r s 

i n t h e p l a y s d u p l i c a t e t h o s e e x p r e s s e d b y c o n d u c t b o o k s and 

d e s c r i p t i v e t r e a t i s e s . T h i s s i m i l a r i t y i s e s p e c i a l l y n o t i c e a b l e 

i n t h e e a r l y p a r t o f t h e p e r i o d . Sermons on t n c i f t a n d 

g e n e r o s i t y i n The S h o e m a k e r s 1 H o l i d a y o r J a m e s IV r e p e a t 

a l m o s t w o r d f o r w o r d t h e a d m o n i t i o n s o f B e c o n and H a r r i s o n . 

I n f a c t , n e a r l y a l l t h e c o n c l u s i o n s t h a t I h a v e d r a w n f r o m 

t h e p l a y s i n t h e c h a p t e r o n i d e a l s I c o u l d h a v e r e a c h e d 

b y r e a d i n g o n l y t h e a c c o u n t s o f t h e t i m e o r b o o k s on b e h a v i o u r . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , I c a n n o t s a y t h a t t h e p l a y s c a o m p l e t e l y 

r e f l e c t a l p a r t s o f t h e c i t i z e n ' s e t h o s . The a g r e e m e n t 

b e t w e e n t h e d r a m a and t h e c o n d u c t b o o k s i s n o t i c e a b l e i n 

t h e e a r l y p a r t o, t h e p e r i o d o n l y . As f a r a s I c a n j u d g e , 

I s h o u l d c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e p l a y s w r i t t e n b e t w e e n 1590 

and 1620 e x p r e s s t h e i d e a l s t h a t t h e c i t i z e n was c o n s i o u s 
o f p o s s e s s i n g . I n o t h e r w o r d s , He t h o u g h t t h a t a m e r c h a n t 

s h o u l d be g e n e r o u s , k i n d - h e a r t e d , a n d f a i t h f u l t o h i s g u i l d . 

1 See above pp. 129-1837 ~ : ' 
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and h i s c o u n t e r p a r t i n t h e drams v o i c e s t h e same s e n t i m e n t s . 

I t i s n o t my a f f a i r , f o r t u n a t e l y , t o d e c i d e w h e t h e r o r 

n o t t h e m e r c h a n t a n d c r a f t s m a n l i v e d u p t o s u c h an i d e a l . 

F rom 1665-16P$620, o n t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e d r a m a 

e x p r e s s e s a n u n p l e a s a n t s i d e o f t h e c i t i z e n ' s b e l i e f s . 

The p l a y s i m p l y t h a t t h e m e r c h a n t ' s s o l e o b j e c t was t o -

amass w e a l t h , r e g a r d l e s s o f t h e m e t h o d u s e d t o o b t a i n i t . 

No m e r c h a n t o r c r a f t s m a n , h o w e v e r , w o u l d h a v e a d m i t t e d 

t h a t >--..f$ii£r- i d e a l g o v e r n e d h i s a c t i o n s , a n d i t It d i f f i c u l t 

t o d e c i d e how f a r he u n c o n s c i o u s l y g a v e a l l e g i a n c e t o s u c h 

a c o d e . I t seems i m p o s s i b l e t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e b i t t e r 

a t t a c k o n t h e m e r c h a n t c o n t a i n e d i n t h e p l a y s w r i t t e n 

a b o u t 1620 e m b o d i e s t h e w h o l e t r u t h . 

T a k e n a s a w h o l e , h o w e v e r , t h e p l a y s i n d i c a t e c l e a r l y 

t h e c h a n g e t h a t t o o k p l a c e i n t h e s t a t u s o f t h e m e r c h a n t . 

They g i v e more t h a n a d e q u a t e e v i d e n c e t h a t he s t o o d a t 

t h e c r o s s r o a d s o f t h e m e d i e v a l a n d modern w o r l d . He was 

p u l l e d b a c k t o t h e p a s t b y t r a d i t i o n a l t e a c h i n g s a n d i d e a l s 

and t o w a r d s t h e f u t u r e b y a b e l i e f i n t h e p o w e r o f money. 

H i s s p e e c h and b e h a v i o u r i n t h e d r a m a show h i m t o b e t h e 

a n c e s t o r o f t h e w e a l t h y m i d d l e c l a s s m e r c h a n t s a n d l a n d o w n e r s 

whose i d e a l s a n d a c t i o n s f o r m e a t h e E n g l a n d o f t h e J e ! g % t e e n t h 

and jnajEeteenth ^ n t u r y . 



A p p e n d i x 1  

E d i t i o n s a n d P l a y s 

A n c i e n t B r i t i s h Drama 

The L i f e a n d D e a t h o f T h o m a s , L o r d C r o m w e l l 

The. L o n d o n P r o d i g a l 

A Mad W o r l d , My. M a s t e r s 

The M a l c o n t e n t 

The P u r i t a n 

S i r J o h n O l d c a s t i e 

The R e v e n g e r 1 s T r a g e d y 

A Y o r k s h i r e T r a g e d y 

D e k k e r , D r a m a t i c W o r k s , P e a r s o n , 1 8 7 3 . 

The R o a r i n g G i r l 

D e k k e r , R h y s , M e r m a i d e d i t i o n . 

The H o n e s t Whore  

D o d s l e y ' s O l d E n g l i s h P l a g s 

A l b u m a z a r 

A l l F o o l s 

The Dumb K n i g h t 

Q r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque 

The Sog H a s L o s t H i s P e a r l 

L i n g u a 

The M i s e r i e s o f E n f o r c e d M a r r i a g e  

Ram A l l e y 

G r e e n e , L i f e a n d C o m p l e t e W o r k s , G r o s a r t . 

G e o r g e a G r e e n e 

Tli§ L o o k i n g G l a s s f o r L o n d o n 



J o n s o n , W o r k s , H e r t f o r d , e d . 

The A l c h e m i s t 

B a r t h o l e m e w F a i r 

S c h e l l i n g a n d B l a c k , T y p i c a l E l i z a b e t h a n P l a y s . 

E a s t w a r d Ho 

E v e r y Man i n H i s Humour 

The Honourable H i s t o r y o f F r i a r B a c o n a n d F r i a r B u n g a y  

The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e  

M f f i l c h a e l m a s Term  

The p l e a s a n t Comedy o f O l d F o r t u n a t u s  

P h i l a s t e r 

The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y 

The T r a g i c a l H i s t o r y o f D o c t o r F a u s t u s 

Sh©kespe©ire, C o m p l e t e W o r k s , f i t t r e d g e . 



A p p e n d i x I I 

A p p r o x i m a t e d a t e s o f p l a y s q u o t e d i n t h i s e s s a y . 
D a t i n g f o l l o w s H a r b a g e , A n n a l s o f E n g l i s h Drama, 
^ r a c k e t s i n d i c a t e p l a y s r e a d b u t n o t q u o t e d . 

F r i a r B a c o n 1589-92 

The J e w of. M a l t a ' 1 5 8 9 - 9 0 

J a m e s I V 1 5 9 0 - 9 1 

The L o o k i n g G l a s s 1 5 8 7 - 9 1 

( F a i r Em) 1 5 8 9 - 9 1 

A r d e n o f F e v e r s h a m 15 85- 9 2 

D r . F a u s t u s 1588-92 

The M e r c h a n t o f V e n i c e 
1594-1596 

E v e r y Man 1598 

O l d F o r t u n a t u s 1599 

The S h o e m a k e r s ' H o l i d a y 

1599 

S i r J o h n O l d c a s t l e 1599 

J u l i u s C a e s a r 1598-9© 

( P a t i e n t G r i s s e l ) 1600 

F o u r P r e n t i c e s 1592-1600 
M e r r y W i v e s  

T w e l f t h N i g h t  

H a m l e t 

1 598- 1602 

1600-1602 

1 5 9 9 - 1 6 0 1 

T h o m a s , L o r d C r o m w e l l 
1 592-1602 

F a i r M a i d o f t h e E x c h a n g e 
1602-16D7 

T r o i l u s and C r e s s i d a 
1 6 0 1 - 1 6 0 3 

M e ^ D e j ^ _ o f _ E d m p n ^ 
1599-1604 

H e n r y l £ , r 1597 

Lingua;., -re 1602-1607 

The H o n e s t Whore,I 1604 

A l l F o o l s 1599-1604 

( W e s t w a r d Ho) 1604 

(W i s e Woman o f Hodgson) 
" 1604 

The M a l c o n t e n t 1604 

L o n d o n P r o d i g a l lpe3«05' 
E a s t w a r d Ho 1605 

The H o n e s t W h o r e , I I 1606 

( B u i l d i n g o f t h e R o y a l Exchgmge) 

1605 

V o l p o n e 1605-1606 

A Mad W o r l d 1604-1607 
M i c h a e l m a s l e r m 1604-1606 

?h® P u r i t a n " 

M a c b e t h 

1606 

1606 

The R e v e n g e r ' s T r a g e d y 1606 

A Y o r k s h i r e T r a g e d y 1605-1608 

The K n i g h t o f t h e B u r n i n g P e s t l e 
1 6 0 7-1610 

( T r a v a i l s o f T h r e e E n g l i s h 
B r o t h e r s 1607 

M l s e s r l g s a o i f ; l a f o r c e d M a r r i a g e 
1605-1607 

Ram A l l e y 

The Dumb K n i g h t 

1 607-1608 

1607-1608 
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A Shoemaker a g e n t l e m a n ) 1607-1608 

P h i l a s t e r  

The ^ o a r i n g G i r l  

( F a i r M a i d o f t h e W e s t ) 

The A l c h e m i s t 

1 6 0 8 - 1 6 1 0 

1604-1610 

1607-1630 

1610 

1 6 1 1 

1 6 1 1 

A K i n g a nd No K i n g  

G r e e n e ' s Tu Quoque 

( C h a s t e M a i d i n C h e a p s i d e ) 1 6 1 1 - 1 6 1 3 

The W h i t e D e v i l 1 6 0 9 - 1 5 1 3 

1613-1616 

1613 

Two' N o b l e K i n s m e n 

The Hog Has L o s t H i s P e a r l 

B a r t h o l e m e w F a i r 1614 

A l b u m a z a r 1 6 1 5 

T h i e r r y a n d T h e o d o r e t 1 6 0 7 - 1 6 2 1 

( M a y o r o f Q u i m b o r o u g h ) 1 6 1 5 - 1 6 2 0 

The F a l s e One 1 6 1 0 - 1 6 2 2 

The W i t c h o f Edmonton 1 6 2 1 



B i b l i o g r a p h y 

A n c i e n t B r i t i s h Drama, L o n d o n , Wm. M i l l e r , 1 8 1 0 , 3 v o l . 

A l l e n , J.W., H i s t o r y o f P o l i t i c a l T h o u g h t i n t h e S i x t e e n t h 
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