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ABSTRACT

This thesis begins with a review of early French-
Canadian activity in the Pacific Northwest and undertakes
principally to discover what motives attracted thousan&s
of Freneh-cahaéians to British Columbia from Quebec or
other aréas east of the Rockiegs, It arose from the
writerts curiosity sbout the relation between the
development of lumbering in British Columbia in the aarly
twentieth century and the influx of Freneh-Canadians,
famous as lumberjacks, 1In the course of his investigations
the writer discovered a definite relation between the
lumber industry and French-Canadian immigration but |
found also that many Canadiens came in comnection with
rining and other industrisl activity, Because written
source material on the French-Cansdian in the British’
Columbia of the past’is almost entirely laékiag he hopes
that his gleahings will in some measure Suésly.a neeé.

“ The thesis attempts also to survey the pattern of recent
F:eneh—Caﬁadiaa éettlament, It indicates ﬁhg problems
endangering the-gurvival éf‘FrenehJGanaéian culture and
deseribes current efforts being made to preserve Frenche

Canadian nationalism.



'PREFACE

The writing of a history of French-Canadian settle-
ment in Britlish Columbia grows in part from a boyhood
acquaintance with French-Canadisn fapilies who came to
British Columbia from their native province of Quebec
some forty~five years ago in response to the demand for
lumber workers. It was the interesting experience of
the writer to enter school with the sons of pioneer
French families like the La Fleurs, the Pares, the .
Bouthots and a score of others and to observe the
problems and soclal environment of these settlers
through most of the period since their arrival. Thus
g university summer course fronm ﬁasen Wade, the author
of two famous books now on the French-Canadian people,
was the only stinulus necessary to incite the work of
searching through dogens of books and newspapers and
quizzing numerous men and women about the coming of the

French to British Columbia.

At the present time not over three percent of the -~
)pecple of British Célambia acknowledge Trench racial
origin. With the passing of time and the rapid growth
of the Pacific province this French-Canadian minority
tends increasigg;y io become absorbed by the majority
which 1is Angloiaéﬂadian 1n'enlture. The relentless

pressure of American cultural influence on Canadians,
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the decline in the use of the French language, the
prablem‘éf mixed marriages (with,ncu-ﬁrenchAor none
Catholic partners) and the inclination to conceal both /
French eneesﬁry and knowledge of'Ffench as a mother /
tongue all contribute to the trend of aésimilation.f o
aﬁ the same time there are many améng the French-
Canadians who are sufficiently proud of the French
tradition to resist the tide of the times and fight
earnestly to'présérvefa distinct 'culture canadienre'
even within the province of B. C. | ‘

The role of the French-Canadian in the history gf
- the province has been a significant one. To a degre;\\i

not appreciated by most Canadians men and women of |

French ancestry have been responsible fof the opening /

and developing of Canada'’s west coast, not to speak

of the American states of Weshingten and 6regoﬁ. It'?\
is from the realization of this historie baékground.fiz
that tbe Féeneh~0anadian who does fight to maintain

his language end faith obtains the strongest reinforce=
ment for his convictions. By the same token the Anglo~
Canadien.may in the light of this evidence be led to
give more sympathetic consideration to the 'rights!

of the French-Canadian minority afloat on an English ses.
The writer has known from the outset that his British and

Protestant background might well lend a bias to this study.
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‘For this feason'he appreaéhéd the taskiwith some
misgivings. Only the knowledge that he has always
disliked racial and religious antagonism and that he
possessed a basic respeet for the views of French-Canadians
and Catholics enabled him to proceed with a good cons
seieﬁqe. Fairness has been the canstant aspiration.

Whether this has been achieved others may better judge.

The writer must express his sincere appreciation
to the elergy in the Freneh-cénaé;an parishes who have
been axtfemely co-operative in supplying valuable
information. Many others also whose names appear on
the pages following have furnished data which no printed
sources could ever provide. MNr. Willard Ireland,
Previndial Librarian and Archivist and Miss Amy Hutchinson,
Librarian of the HWew Weétminster Public Library and
their staffs have been most gracious in making available
to me thelr newspaper files. Especially does the writer
* wish to acknowledge his indebtedness to Dr. Margaret 4.
Ormsby of the Department of History at the University

of British Columbia for her invaluable assistaﬁce.
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CHAPTER I

With the collapse of French resistance above
the cliffs of Quebec in September 1799, the title to
the vast territory vaguely called Canada pasged soon
into British hands, aszritish'merehéhts moved-inﬁo
Montreal and agssumed control of the commercial system
left by the French they found themselves to an |
incredible degree dependent upon the Canadiéns they
had conquered. In the development of thelr economic
empire through the next century the British found the
hardy French were to provide the bulk of the personnel,
first in the fur trade and latér in a timber industry
which was to share with agriculture and the mineral
industries in deposing the beaver as monarch of the
Canadian economy. Political and economic management
were indeed surrendered to the British but as Creighton
has aptly expressed it "the-éierres and the Antoines ™
still kept their o0ld, thelr key positions as canoemen,

interpreters and guides,"l | .

In the great drive toward the west in the next

1 creighton, D.G., The Com megcia% Empire gf the
t wrence, Toronto, Ryerson Press, y Pe 33.



several decades, in the exploration of the seemingly
endless array of mountalns, lakes and rivers and in
the establishmant of trading posts, there was secarcely
an enterprise 1n which mest of the persennel were nat
French Canadians or their half-breed descendants
bearing French names., %riters who have &ade a special
study of tha role of the voyageur peint ent that the
first three 1mportant explorers of the West after the
conquest,'JonathanvCaéver; Alexander Henry ané'Péte:
Pond, all made use of French Canadians.?

The first of a trio of great overland explorers
to have a great effect upon British Columbia history
was Alexander Mackenzie. His first attempt (1789)
to discover the great,w@sﬁernfﬁea brought him to the
shores of the Aretic. His eomganions were four |
Canadiens, Fran;éis Barrieau, Charles Ducette, |
Joseph Landry and Pierre Delorme, the Indian wtéés of
twe of these and a German, Johh Steinbrach. It wouid
seem also that ﬁackenzie’s arduous voyage en this
-occasion was rendered more easy by the censtruction in
.1786 of a trading post on Great Slave Lake by Laurent
Leroux and Fort Vermilion in the Peace River by |

Charles Boyer 1n»1787§ Laurent Leroux went_with ,

5 Hute, Grace L. fézt‘o;,;‘;' New Yark:

Appleton, 931, p. 258 and Br@ui’let:e,;ﬁenoit E
Pénetrat . Aperic g Car




Mackenzie as far as his post on Great S3lave Lake on
the first voyage.3 In_therqnflagging_péca (coming
3000 miles in 102 days) set by the resolute Mackenzie
the Indians grumbled eonstapt1y7but to their honour
the French-Canadlan crew stood by him g,allant.ly‘.-4

It was three years igter when Mackenzie )
prepared to cross the Rockies., After spending thé
winter of 1792+93 on the upper reaches of tneAéaace,
six miles from the mouth of the'smokeylaiver, he set
out with a crew consistinngf a Scot, Alexander Mackay;
six Canadiens, Charles Ducette and Joseph Landry from |
his original party and Francois Beaulieu, Baptiste
Bisson, Frangois Courtois, Jacques Beauchsmp, as well
as two Indians acting in the capacity of hunters and

1ntarpretefs;5

Occasionally Mackenzle had to resort-tb ridicule
or an appeal to racial pride with one of his crewmpen
but in relating the account of his voyage the explorer./
paid tribute to the faithful voyageurs whe would not

3 Brouillette, Benoit, la Penetratioa du Cogginegt
les Canadlens Franeals, Hontreal,
Librairie ranger Freres, 39. A

, 4 ¥ackenzie's Journal cited by Burpee, L.G.
The Search for the Western Sea, Toronto, Mackillan, 1935,
p. 43 .

5 Lanctot, Gustave, Les Canadiens : ;
Yoisins @ y Montreal, Bditions Vialiquette 1941
Zcﬁ. 4 par Benoit Brouillette) Pe 165,



turn back when given freedom to do so, who endured ?
.short rations, braved econstant dangers and cheerfullyf

built a new cance to replaae a wrecked one.6 ,'K,ﬁfi

>
Anothes partner of the ﬁbrth West Qempany'whose
eiploratians»werérevea more extensive than ﬁéekéﬁzie&s,
though less significant, was Daniel William Harmon, s
New Englander by birth who jolned the company in 1800
and the same year left for the west - for Grand Portage
and Fort Charlotte, thence to Rainy Lake. For ten |
years thereafter Harmon explored the assiniboine and
Swan River Country, moving about from fort to fort
trading with the Indlans, hunting buffale aad studying
the country side. Then hé went on to explore the
western reaches of the South Saskatchewan as well as
the athabaSK?.district, During these and later voyages
Harmon made frequent reference to the 'Ganad;ené‘.
He refers to his canoemen and interpreters like
Baptiste Lafleur, or Baptiste Bouché (Eougher)iy
He ﬁentions also Joseph La Rogue coming with two of
John Stuart's men to his station at Stuart Lake.®

6 Mackenzie, Sir Alexander, Voysges from Mon
t; o ;h_the Gentiient 0f_ﬂQrt;~*ue'1ci to_ the Frogze

8 ;big., Pe 199.



Harmon's summation of the voyageur's character
is on the whole cynical and unflattering yoet he says
, they are rarely subject to éepressien
~of spirits, of long continuance, even
when in circumstances the most adverse
sesssesWhen necessity compels them to
it; they submit to great privation and
harﬁahip, not only without cemplafining
but even with cheerfulness ané gaiety.9
Pavid Thompson, the geographer, was another ef
the great explcrers of the Pacific coast who acknow»
ledged his constant dependence upon the Ganadien in the
course of his journeys., Before he came to the territory
which is now British Columbia he made, in 1797; a famous
voyage to the Missourl river accq@panie& by "seven
french Canadians, a fine, hardy good humoured sett (sic)
- of men fond of full feeding, willing to hunt for it,
but mors willing to enjoy it....eating full eight
pounds of frésh meatuper day.ﬂle The next year when
exploring the sources of th@.ﬁia&iéaippi he was

accompanied by tbé*@anadians'and an’indianIguiée.ll

In June, 1807, Thompson for the first time

erossed the Rockies and founded Kootenay House on

rn 1 of the Vggagg and
1€ > G orth 4 ‘w’ Toront 0, ]
Ceur er Press, 1911, p».235., ==

lQ Tyrr@ll J.B.’ Yavid J¢ D &
~ ps 209, eited 1n Lanctat, P 1675 -

11 ranctot, py 167.

9 Harmon, Dch y
Int




Eootenay Lake. In the'épring he was here with
Canadliens Mousseau, Lussier, Beaulieu and La Combls
(probably Lacombe). For some time after this Thompson
traversed the Rockies ﬁwicé yeérly. Aécampényiﬁg>him
were vayageura D’Eau, Cota, Lussier, L'&meuretax,
Vallads, Battoche, Pareil, Du Eord, Villiard, Vaudette

and two Inéiana ag guides or 1nterpreters.

The aceount of eVery_Journey of Thompson inclﬁdeﬂ
~ the names of numerous French-Canadians whom he depended
upon as boatmen and packers., Thompson, like most

other leaders of exploration parties whe képt-journais
of their voyages, took time to evaluste the voyageur.
His sppraisal, like Harmon's, was not an unmixed |
compliment,

fThe fact 12 Jean Baptiste will not
think, he is not paid for it; when
he has a minute's respite be smokes
his pipe, his constant companion,
and all goes wellj he will go
through hardships, but requires a
bellyful at least once a day, ‘good
tobaceco to smoke, a warm blanket

- and @ kind mastar who will take his
share of hard times and be the first
(in danger., HNaval and military men
are not £it to command them in
distant countriesi neither do they
place confidence in one of themselves
as a leader; they always prefer an
Englishman but they ought always to
bé kept in constant emplggment
however light it may be.

12 Thompson's HarratiVesgiﬁ, 107.




r?hempsen?sufamous contemporary Simon Frasar
,repeatedly_ackndwledged in his journals his dependence
upon the'voyageufsw In‘his first Journal telling of
his explorations in 1806 he named snmavtwentﬁ Qanadiens.13
After a year bfiéxpiaring,with Jahn;Stﬁaét,thélupper
reaches of the river now named-after:himfandgéstahliéhing
two trading posts (later known as Fortht,rJames and |
Port. Fraser) Fraser was met by Jules ¥aurice Quesnol
and Hugh Faries with instructians from thé Northwest
company to eXpiQrevthe great river (believed to be
the Colusbla) thet he had recently seen. After Fraser
and Stuart had established a trading post an& baée'at'
the confluence of the Fraser and Nechako Rivers they;
-were ready for_the epic journey down the»moét ’
treacherous rivar and over the worst tertain they had
yet encountered. From thelr naﬁ baéé, Fort Georgé,
Fraser, Stuart and Quesnel wifh two Indian guides and
- nineteen voyageurs embarked on Qay 28; 1808 with the
Western Sea as their objective.14 The auffefing,

13 Brouillette, p. 133. According to the Rev.
- A,G. Borice, The History of the Northern Interior of
Bﬁitigg golumb;% Toronto, Briggs, 4904. D,

three of Praser's Canadians led by La ¥alice were the
very first resident British Columbians. They were
sgagioned at Fort #acLeod upon its establishment in
1805,

14 gigon Praser's Journal of a Voyage from the -
Roekies to the Pacific Coast, 1808 in Masson, L.R;
Les Bourgeois de la Compagnis dlAﬁord~0uest, Quebec,




hardships apd perils endured by the'paftylduriﬁg ﬁhe
- pext two months seem almost increéible to the modern
reader who 1s accustomed to enjoying the beauty of
the Fraser canyen from a modern highWay¢ Triadging. eveé -
Venﬁless portages, scaling almost perpendicular cliffs
with ninety pound pagks, gambling their lives through
suicidal rapids, the ﬁoyageurs 41d not turn back until
they were only a few miles from the Sea. Then.Ffésergl
- short of prdvisions, instructed his men to returh to.

Fort George.

The foregoing pages have'iﬁaicaté& the reiéiof
the voyageur in the exploration of the area now |
cogppesing British Calumbia; ‘"It must not be 6verloake&
other coﬁtemperaryvexpeéitions west of thegﬁiséissippi
or Great Lakes were manned largely by French Canadians
or French Ganadian half-bredds bearing'?rench names.
Lewis and Clark . deyenﬁed largely'culﬁrench Ganadians
engaged at St. Louis or st. Charles and Clark praised |
the skill of two excellent huntersALabiehe and Drouillard
who kept him stppliedvﬁifﬁ ducks 6r other wild game.15
84ir John Franklin in his journey to the Arctic 1819-22

'made use of fifteen voyageur5.16 w1thout them his

15 Brbuiilette, p. 168 A
16 Nute, G, L., e_Voyageur, New York, Appleton,



journey would have been impossible,

4 voyage of quite a different kind was made
along Fraser's route some twenty years later by the
dynamic 1ittle governor of the Hudson's Bay ¢ompany3
George Simpsen. Leaving York Factory on Hudson's Bay
on July 12th to make a thorough inspection of the
far-flung domain of his company Simpson's travelling
party embarked to the tune of Highland bagpipes, a
~ bugle and the loud singing of eighteen Canadiens
enjoying one of their voyageur airs.t’ Simpson's
Journals are replete with the names ot,?benchocanadian
smployees of the Hudson's Bay Company - mid&lemen, "')'ﬂ?gf
interpreters and occasionally clerks in trading, }
more often listed as steersmen, bowsmen or simply as !
voyageurs. The biographical appendix in the Athabaska
| Journal and the personnel 1ists given in the appendix
of "Simpson'3'1828 Journey to the Calumbia“ throw much
1ight on the occupations and personalities of the ’
French-Canadian employees of the company.

In the long and‘bitfervstruggle between the :ur'
empires of the Bay and the St. lLawrence the North West
Company operating from the latter base suffered almost

‘evepy natural disadvantage. The sueccess in and even
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dominance of the fur trade which the Hbfiﬂesters came
to assume was due almost entirely torthe wise utilizatioé;l
of the voyageur. In contrast with the BudspnéBay
Company's unenterprising practice of waiting for the
furs to be brought each épring to the‘Bay, the aenﬁraal
’meréhants.establlsheé scattered posts along the
-intr;cate zaze Of waterways extending to the_Aretic,
théNPaelfic,-the Atlantic and the Gulf of Mexico. The
fur kingdom of the St. Lawrénce-prcspered in defianee
of geography until 8elkipk eséabiished settlements
athwart the lines-of the Nor'westers and‘@o@gg;gggggﬁggn
inspired_the Huﬁsbn's Bay Gbm§ény_to:f1ght the ﬁbfth
West Company by their own metheﬁs an&‘npon their own
ter#itery in ﬁthebaska.-‘Bebeptsen's.ehief'cémpiaintA
wés the want éf su;table men iﬁ the employ of the, 
Coupany. In a letter to the directors dated 1812
ﬁpbe:tson argued thét most of the men, like‘crkneymeﬁ;
"éngaged‘for the trade were untrained in the-kncwleﬁge
and skills of the west, Robertson wrote to thé
company'diéeétors,-“l would warmly reeoémené to
your notiee the Canadians, ...It is from these active |
subordinate men that the North West Company derives f
|

|

their grestest profit.*1® The Hudson's Bay Company™

. 18 ¢yted in H.4. Innis, The Fu ada,
‘Hew Haven, Yale University Press, 1930, p. 105. The
term ‘Canadian' used in the correspondence of the fur-
trade slwost invariably denoted French-Canadians.

7. da:1n~u
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compfeted more successfully with the Montreal merchants
after 1815 ﬁhen they implemented some of the changesbin
personnel policy recommended by Robertson. It is ,
interesting to noéiee the American Fur Company of
John Jacob Astor founded in New York (1808) employed
.voyageurs in-much-the'Same’manner'as"theiuorthwést ‘

' One of the best evidences of thé hearing_given

to Robertson's snggestieh about the use ef,'canédians'
' 1ﬁ the employ of the company is the.large nurber of
~ Freneh names appearing in the gournalsfor.corregpandence

‘of Governor Simpson. Beside many references o |

| tCanadians? és‘groups of Employées, bﬁer fifty names of
individual French-Canadians aﬁpear in the Athabaska
Raeports and over thirty 1n‘§be»narrat1Vé ofTSimpsan's
1828 Jourﬁey to the Columbia.}? Sometimes reports
ont the persennel cf trading posts show@d large nnmbers
of voyageurs listed. Fort Saint Mary's ln the. ?eace
River employed twenty French-Canadlians out of a total
of forty men employed'go Forﬁ Wedderburn reﬁertédv
 thirty-three voyageurs and a Canadiaﬁ blacksmith out of
a total of sixty-eightgzl, At smaller establishments

L4 o D2BDSOR 3 A8
Ghamplain Socieﬁy 19,y“g\ psonts 18528 1rne
__;ggg;g, Toronto, Champ'ain #Gefeﬁy, 1947

21 Ibs.g,, p. 365.



like Harrison's House or Berens House over half the
employees were French-Canadians.22 Sometimes Simpson
reported on the conduet and churacter of these workers
along with that of others and'he‘often advigsed his
subordinates in their dealings with them.. In the fall
of 1820 he told Duncan Finlayson to re»engage‘the.best
voyageurs for one, two or three year contracts with
‘no advance on the wages of this vesr' or even 'a
considerable redﬁetion' since the vcyageuré were avare
that *Mr. HcDonald brings one hundred men from Canada
this year.'23 The voyageurs, mindful of their ‘
fmportance, sought the highest wages the traffic could
" bear from the recrulting agencies at Hontreal and léter
at Lachine. On one cccasion Simpson advised Duncan
Finlayson in the Peace River district, "You will bear
in mind it is Canadians you nQthave to deal with,
ngtvceolvphlégmatic Orkney men.' He deseribed Baptiste
‘Bisson, a hunter émpléyed by-ﬁhé cémpany.gs the

Tbest maniin the north?., La Ha%#ice, who was a valuable
pan but difficult to manage, he ssld, should be handled
'with tact' and Pinlayson should remember ‘flattery 1s
a cheap cemmodlfy?. He should try !asking"stubbern.

23 Athabasks Reportg 29 Sept. 1820, p. 63.
See appendices III and IV for examples of Simpson's
personnel reports.
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Grignon instead of ‘ordering' him and ask Bouche in
teivil and polite terns ! to de the neeesséry tasks.2¢
Sometimes the company agents at Hontreal obtained a
poor quality e£7Vangeur'ana Simpson complained several
times in this pegard. On the St. Mary's establishment
he reported o '

The generality of them are‘reélly such

wretched creatures that the Indians can

- searcely belleve they are the genuine

race of Canadian voyageurss indeed the

striking contrast between them and the

servants of our opponent could lead

one to suppose that want of phisleal

. {si¢) strength and infirmity were
essentisl requisites in the Company
servants,29
Although the Company was not always fortunate

in its selection‘of French Canadian engagéé, 8impsont's
reports often showed these to be'extremely valuable |
men who contribiated a great deal te the success of
the Compeny. Throughout the Northwest théy became an
accepted part of the fur trade and every fort or tra&ing
post had its evmplement’of-voyageurs.' In times of |
stress these servants of the Company sometimes
_ démonstrated strong loyalty tc their employers. In
1843 near Fort Vancouver at the mouth of the Columbia

. 2% pthobasks Repopts, pps 63-64, 83.

25 Ibides pe 382....Mcloughlin also complained
about the quasiity of Canadlans the company reeruiting
agents were hiring toward the end of the companiy's
relgn in Oregon. See appendix I. :
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River, French®Canadians, former employees of the
Company, who had: become more or.less independent and
had settled in the Willaéette Valley, refused to -
, co-operate with amerlecan settlers in forming =
provisional government. Not until the inflow of
-American settlers had become overwhelming, and
Governor Mchughlin had withdrawn his oppesition, did
the French'Canadiéns join the association. At the time
of the first vote -on the proposal fifty of the £ifty-
two dissentients wére-?reneh-canadians;aé

Records of the personnel employed in the Hudson's
Bay Company establishments in the territory waleh now
comprises B. C; are very incomplete. Nevertheless from
the leﬁters of Dr. John ¥eLoughlin wé éan.obtain some
appreciation of the large numbers of French-Canadians
employed in the posts north of Puget Sound. In one
eollection’of his letters covering the\perioév1829-32
some sevently naﬁes of French-Canadian'employeés appear.27
In Novermber 1824, a party ﬁas sent from Fort George
(astoria) by Dr. McLoughlin to éxplore Puget Sound
ahd the banks of ihe Freser. Headed by James HMcMillan

- 26 See appendix II.

-Loughlin, B.B. Barker
Histor cal SGciety, 1947,

editor, Port and, Oregon,
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_ the party included beside three clerks and an inter-
yreter-twanty'Frénch-Canadians;gs One of them was

Jean Baptiste Proveau who had been one of Simon Fraser's
voyageurs in the epic journey down the Fiaser. Then

in July 1827, another group again headéd by Mc¥illan
came from the new headquarters of the Columbia district,
Fort Vanecouver; to the Fraser River to select a site

and establish a ¢trading post to be called Fort Langley.
Sixteen of this group were canaaiens;ag!'Mbﬁoughiin‘s
letters to Fort Langley semétimes mentioned the French
Canedian employees by name (though of'ten misspellsd)c |
In a2 letter of June 17, 1829 Mcloughlin mentioned Pierre
Charles; Frangaiéwzénance, Almable érquoetta, Jesaph Pin,
Pierre Thervien, Frangois Garpentier and Louis Boisvert,
as being aésigned to the Langley post,3° Sorpetimes
nanes were given of men intending %o rég;re¢31 Through
the correspondence of Hcloughlin with the forts it is
possible to traee'the movement of. the persangel from

one post to another. In addition to some who became

farmers upon retirement (as in the Willamette) there

: 28 gelson Denys, £
- Port Langley, 195 Pe é.

-2 Zbid.y pe 9

30 MelLoughlin Letters (Barker) pe. 12, Pilerre
Charles was a half-b:

31 Ibis!o’ po 1820
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were some who tilled the scil for company purposss. .
Etienne Pepin who became the farm everseer at Fort ) \
langley is said to have been the Tirst one to plow the
soil at Langley Prairie. Wentioned with him were ]
Basil BraSﬁeaa@'Bairymang am¥ Hareisse Falardéau.

Fort Langley entered agriculture on a large scale after
February 1839 when an agreement with the Russian-
American company called for payment in farm produece

in exchange for the lease of the Alaska Pan Handle.32
As the company grew and the needs of its trade became
diversified, the French Cansdiang fulfilled a variety
of tasks until 1t could be saild of thewm as Robertson

had said of those employeé by the Horth West Coppany =
from 'these active, subordinate men' the company derived
'14's greatest profit'.33 But the coming of the French
Canadians in partiles of exploration and foé,tha
maintenance of the vast economic enterprise which was
the Hudson's Bgy Company caused an@ther'férm.of penee
tration of the Pacific area. The existence of groups of'
unattended settlements of French-Canadians on the Pacifie

coast led to the coming of Catholic missionaries, again

32 Denys Heison, Fart La§;10{¢ ps 15 also,égge, Weley
3P olumbia, Torento Unlversity

Torento, C amplain Sodie ¥y 19° ,7c1ted in Introduction,

. page XXXII.
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French«~Canadian, who were to play their role in the

development of Canadat's west coast.

“The establishment of organized missionary activity
in the Pacific Northwest dates from the arrival at |
Port Vancouver in November, 1838, of Fathers NorbaréwF.§
Blanchet and Modeste Demers after a six month journey j
from Red River. Both men, Quebec-born, distinguisheé”
themselves by thelr careers of missionary effort on the

Pacific Coast,

" mire G‘AU‘-V\‘CQJ.$C-; Pe\ra_ ecoagals
Ed

Dr. John MclLoughlin, chief factor of the Hudson's
Bay Company in the Columbia department, suggested as |
‘early as 1834 that the Catholic settlers, mostly French-
Canadien, in the Willamette region should seek a resident
priest to minister to them. The first éppeal to the
closest Canaﬁian‘bishoﬁ, Joseph Horbert Provencher,
at Red River, brought no response. A second petition
caused Bishop Provencher, who had no priest, to bring~
the matter to the attention of Joseph Signay, bishop of
Quebec. -Thus began the process which culminated in the
final commissioning of Father Blanchet to the Oregon
coast. The petitions of the settlers seem to have had
the approval of Hudson's Bay Company officials at Fort V/
Vancouver who urged that the Canadian priests be sent
'speedily» They offered free trangportaticn under

company protection as well as a supply of their needs
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unfil the mission had’becéme establishéd.34 Thé'
governor and London committee of thé'aampany were

not enthusiastic about the proposed missionary |
enterpéise since it was to be south of the'Columbia in
territory that the cowmpany feared would beeomé American.
At first the company refused to approve ‘the plan and

- then gave permiésion.brqvidzng that the site be moved
further north, Only in March, 1838, did Governop Gedrge
Simpson indicate that the London authorities had given
consent ﬁe the pzoposal@sg At the same time it is
necessary to.point out that it was the general policy
of the Cecmpany to assist Ganadian_ﬁiséionariesg Japes
Douglaé spoké later of them as having always ﬁpursued_
their calling under the Company's protection, a ‘boon ,
which they repaid by the most earnest devetion to ocur

cauae..-..."36

© Francis Norbert Blanchet the first missionary
to be apppinted, was born at St, Plerre, Riviere du Sud,
Quebec,y in 1585; ﬁe was orda;ned to the_priest#
hood in July, 1819 after training at the minor éeminary

34 Edmund Mallet, Hemoirs of Archbisbop F.N. Blanchet
w 8. (unpublished) cited in Lyons, Sister L.M., Fr s
Drber het, Washington, Catholic University o
) Pe 1. Hereinafter referred ta &8s Lx_gg

35 M’I Pe 2

36 Letter from James Douglas to Sir CGeorge Simpson
5th March, 1845, ecited in Mcloug} otte , 3rd series
(1844+46) Toronto, Champlaln Soc evy, 1944, p. 5%“
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of Quebec and completing with distiﬁct&qp”his-theo-
logical course at the Sulpician mejor seminary in that
city. Following his ordination, Father Blanchet was
stationed for several months at the Gathe&ral-ofrqaébee.
Then came a seven year period of serviece in the backé )
woods of ¥ew Brunswick among the Acadians and Micmac
Indiens. Here he was schooled for his later experiehcea
in the wilds .of Oregon. The next nine years he spent
at the parish of the Cedars in the district of Montreal.
While he was here he wasAchosen for the Oregon assign-
éent. Althéugb Thé"cédarsa was a rendezvous for
traveilergvand yoyageurs from all across.the'qontinent
there 1s no evidence to suggest that Blanchet was

aroused to any missionary interest byvthese_frdntiersmen.

Blanchet, 2 humble man, received the suggésifon
.from'Biéhép Signay of his appointment to the Columbia
country with some concern, He doubted his "divine
vocation" for such a trying task. Finaliy he left the
watter in the hands of bis 1¢mediate'guperior, the Bishop
of Montreal, who indieated ﬁé Bisheop Provencher ét Red
River that Blanchet would be released for the Columbia
only if the Bishop of Quebec replaced'him by a man of
equal capacit&.; Blanchet accepted the Bishop's
‘attitude as guidance for his own decision and signified

his acceptance of the new appointment,37

37'Lzog§, ps 6.
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Father Blanchet set out in March, 1838, for
‘his new post via the Red River settlement. At Red
River he met_br. JohniMcLaughlinkwho gave him
1nformation.akbut the people of Willamette, Here, .
also, he met Father Modeste Demers, a missionary of

some experience who was to be his co~worker in Oregon.

The priests arrived at Port Vancouver on
November 24, and began their work at once. They under-
~ took thelr task with optiQISm; Demers worked arducusly
to master the Chinook jargon in order to facilitate
missiénary work among the Indians. Both missianaries
were pléased wiﬁhvthe~eo~aperativaness of the
French-Canadian farmers who had prepared a church

before their coming.

Within a,shoft time after their arrival the

| Catholic missionaries encountered Pratéstan£ com=
petition led by a Methedist missionary Reverend

David Lee. Eager to extend Catholic enterprise among
the Indians before Protestant influence should increase
Blanchet besought further help from Bishop Signay in
Quebeec., The slow process of obtaining the approval

of the Hudson's Bay CGmpany officials before more

help could be dbrought via Red River was very frustrating
to‘the two Catholic miSSionariesga Both were pleaéed
when a Belgian Jésuit priest, Father de 8met arrived
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in the area via St. Louis in 1840.38»'A1though Governor
Simpson 41d authorize the entry of more priests the '
first two %o come made their Journey without the help
of the Hudson's Bay Company. '

Two young priests, Anthoﬁy ﬁanglois aaﬁ';ﬁggwb
BaptistxZachat&faolﬁuc, whom Bishop éignay selecteé, v
took passage on a ship:from Boston in September, 1841
and arrived at Fort Vancouver a year later via Cape
Horn and the Sandwich Islands. Both were to remain
in the Columbia district for a number of years before

they returned to Canada.

Blanchet and Demers had come to the Oregon
coqntry filled with zeal for the conversion of the
native inhabitants in the Columbia River Valley,
the Puget Sound region and Hew Caledonia, Only a
lack of assistance seems to have hindered the sﬁccess
of their work among the Indians who generally
welcomed the missionaries and received>their teaching

réadily. The interest of FPather Demers in the Indians

38 In the next few decadss, Father de Smel was to
become the best known of the missionaries of the Northwest.
He came in answer to an appeal from the Flathead Indisns '
for & missionary to labour among them. Besides carrying
on a successful programme of evangelization among the
Indians, de Smet travelled to St. Louls a number of times,
seeking and cbtaining further help. Hls presence was a
great encouragement to Blanchet and Demers, o
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to the north of the Columbia brousght him in Saptenbery
1841, to the lower Fraser. Here at'Fert Langley on Y
Septesber 3, he baptized ninety-nine children and 263 %
other persons in the next‘three dsys,39 The weetings
with the Indians and the personnel were held on the

‘ cleared prairie near the fort. Deﬁers'estlmate& that
on some oecasions s many as 3009i_came to listen to
him. Many Indiens came fxaﬁ far afield and the priest
hoped to be able to Christianize even the most hostile
of the mative groups. On this trip Demers baptized

in all about 765 people - an encouraging record for

his forty-four day absence from Fort Vancouver.40

Pather Demers initiated an energetie programme
of evangeliss in New Caledonia around centres like -
Fort St. James, Fort Alexandris and Williams Lake
which was carried on ezteasively later by other
missionaries. While he was on his way baek to Fort
Vancouver from his missionary journey of 1842 Faﬁner.
Boldue, wentioned eaélier, was ascconpanying Chief
Factor James Douglas in the establishment of a new

-J{ljai olumbig, Vancouver, £.J. Clarke; 1914

40 Howay pnd Scholefie dy Yol. IT, pe 608 and
Horice, Qcﬁ‘c Y. the H Iy 1 C ‘ Ch L -
Meste _;,iuﬁ, Toronto, Eussan, 910, Vole. !I, p. 292.

LYORSy PDe llé-ll?; ﬁoway,‘ F.¥. and achokfield, \
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comparny base on Vancouver Islanﬁ;'?ort Victoria,

later to replace Fort Vanceuver'as company heagdquarters.

During the next few yeaéé much evéngéliziﬁg work.
among the Ihdiané was done by one of Pather De Smet's
Jesuit assistants, Father john Nobili. Assisted by s
young lay brother, Nobili worked extensively in the
vieinity of Fertleeérge and Fort St. James and visited
the chileotin tribé. At the same time Father De Smet
was-wofking amangvthe7K09tenays in the regién af the;
sources of the{Coiumbia. &mﬁhg~the Indians here he
was pleased to £ind that a Prench Canadian trader, |
Eﬁgggé%éerland had'aoge puch in the five yearé since the
. first missionary visit to maintain Christian belief and

econduct among the Indians.41

one of the great forward steps in Roman Catholic
enterprise on the northwest Pacific coast eameiwith |
the'élevatiﬁn of Fatger-Blanehet»in February, 1844, to
the rank of archbishop of the newly-created See of
Oregqﬁ City aﬁﬁ Faﬁher Demer's appointment as Bisﬁagilj
of Vancouver Island. Humble about his own abllities, ‘
and mindful of the vastness of his dlocese comprising

Vancouver Island and the districts of Princess Charlotte
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Island and New Caledonia, Bishop Demers faced his
new assignment with anything but enthusiasm. The

greatest of his probloms was lack of missionaries.

The soiutiph to the bishob's%prebi@m of
personnel foy the‘ministration3g0f5his diocese was to
come at last in the aésistancefef*éblatermissionariégf S
from Prance. Demers'had noted théiguality\of the four
Oblate fathers who had come to the Walla Walls 6istrict
in 1847 and had asked the Bishop of Marseilles for
some of the same order in his diocese. The first
Oblate station-under Demers' jurisdiction was built at
Esquimalt in 1857-58 and was under the direction of
- Rev. J. L. D'Herbomez. Frem this post D'Herbdéez_;/
"directs@ the Oblate establishmants already existing in
what was then called Oregon as well as those on
Vancouver Island and the mainland of what 15 now B. C.
It was the concern which D'Herbomez shared with
Bishop Demers for the Indians of the‘interiar'that
caused him to despatch Fathers Charles M, Pandosy and
Plerre Richard to found an establishment beyond the
' gope Mountains.A Thus was founded the Mission of the
Irmaculate Conception on the eastern shores of Lake
Oksnagan on October 8, 1899. Okanagan’Mission, as
it came to be known, was to provide a key centre of
Catholic and to some extent FfencheCanadian, setivity

for several decades. During this peridd,as the /



Catholic missions to the Indlans extended their _
efforts, there was to be a predeminance of French names ;
ameng the priests who journeyed tirelessly among the'- {
tribes throughbut the province. Pandosy, Riobard,
Durieu, Fouquet,; Chercuse, Jayol, Granéidier; Le Jeune
were names that became everywhere respected, even by
Protestant rivals of the Oblates. But the priesté'iék7if
alrost every case were "Frangais de France" not
"Frangais %% Canada". Nevertheless the ‘trail-blazingzw7
had been done by the Quebeec priest, Pather Demers, in \h(
co=operation with Father Blanchet and under the =
direction of Bighop Signay of Quebec. Tt Was the

little clusters of Frenchweané&ian eméloyees of the
Hudson's Bay Company who had been the'ehief loeal
supporters of the missionary programme.42 It was only
the patronage of the diccese of Quebec that had per-
mitted the establishment of the Oregon missions and
had'ﬁnrtured the struggling church through the days of
its 1nfan§y, ‘With the groundwork done by the Frenche
Canadizn voyageurs, fur traders and missionaries ﬁhe
-land of British Columbia was prepared fo;_settlement

not only by other FPrench-Canadians but many thousands

of immigrants from across the seas.

' The power of the gold discoveries in such areas

42 gee appendix VI.
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as Caledonis and later the Klondyke to aft.rac't
immigrants is a familiar story. One of the fascinating
aspects of each mining community that mushroomed into
being was its polyglot composition, Almost no réié“§

or social level: could boast immunity to the lure of
gold which brought fortune-hunters searming into the
area from every ecorner of the world. Reports'of thgﬁ
time and the Gallie names of numerous mining clsims orﬂ]
temporary settlements suggest that French or French- ‘gu
Canadian miners had a considerable share in the quest

for gold.43

Some of the best known French-Canadian pioneers
of British Columbia were attracted by gold discoveries
in the southern interior of the Province. One of these

was Joséph.chri$t§§§~who had worked with pick end - -

ghovel on the Cariboo Road after coming from St. Anicet,
Quebee.44 Christiah took part in the promising but
short-1ived mining boom at Rocglcreggﬂgg,iaél. When
the énterprise there falled; he settled at Mission

[N -

Creek near Okanagan Lake with an immigrant Eli Lequime

v 843 Many of the miners were from France and had
partieipated in the California Gold Rush. (See Ireland,

W.E., "The French in British Columbla®, Brit;sg‘Co%gggie
iistoric wmrterly, April, 1949, Vol. XIII, pp. 67~

v 44 Nelson, Denys, "The Story of August Gillard",
Okansgan Historical Society, lst Report, 1926, p. 18.



from France, who later beecame well-known in the

ekanagan as a trader and stacknaiser.45 Joseph '”C;bﬁfkfr
’ B . A . . _ //' . ‘fmiﬁ:’ ,

Christian jJourneyed to his native Quebec village snhfng»:;ﬁﬁvﬁ

in 1869 and returned with a bride.. In the next fow E e

years other immigrants from the same area joined the

settlement. T
Another ploneer of the lenaéan who came in

quest of mineral wealth was Luc_Girouward, a'nattée_of W

Nicolet County, Quebec. Born in 1821, Girouard spent

‘two years of hiz youth on a Boston whaler, some time -

in the Uﬁiteé States army serving under General John

C. Frémont and—sik years gold-mining in California

béfora.he,ca&e to British Columbia by way of Fort

Colville. Qirouard became one of the promoters of fhe

Cherry 6reek-SIIVér'&ining Company; a venture which

gave great promise but produced meager: results. He

pze-embtedrlﬁclaerea of land at the sitéAef'the present

eity of Vernon. When the "Priests' Valley” Post Office

was opened in 1884 Girouard received an appointment

as Post Master which he held until 1891, He was ]

.eredited with planting the first orchard in the distrigt.“s/

v, 4th Report, 1931

iety, 2nd Report,
“The Cherry Creek Silver Mrning Company“ 1927, p. 41,
13th Report, 1949, ppe 90~92.
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" The famous Okanagan ¥ission became a focal y
centro for French Canadien settiemenﬁ in the Okanagan
valley after Father Panddsy,.an Oblate priést, revived
missionary enterprise in the Okanagan in 1862, He
brought with him from Hope, August'éillard,’iules
| Blondeau and Francis Ourtoland to settle in the country
around the mission he established at Anse au Sabla.
Other Prench Canadians who took up land in the district
were Cyprian Laurence, Theoaore Laurence and Willlam

Pion.47 Gillard and Blendeau staked out 600 acres

where, the city of Kalowna naw is. TheAinterests of
various French~Canadians who played a part in settling
the Okanagan seem to have beeﬁ linked in a fascinating
 panner. Willtem Pion is said to have brought Father
Pandosy into the Okanagan’and also built the first
house in the Valley. Joseph Christian met Father
Pandosy in Victoria and was drawn to the Okenagan by
the ﬁriest’s 1nfo:mat;on.48 Christian, in his turn,
is crédited witb‘bringing other settlers from Quedbec
who began far@ing in the neighborhood of the Hission.
Some who came went north to the mines at Cherry Creek

and then later moved to the fortile Lumby area. The

! 47 Ormsby, M.+, A, ! : £
a graduating essag tbe lnivars ty of arltish Columbia,
April, 1929, DPDe. i : ) .

/ 48 | .
Ormsby, M.4., ‘A Study of the Okanagan Valley
of B. C., a Master's tﬂeﬁis, fﬁ%"University of Brifish

Columbi a, April 1931, p. 26,
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Provinecial Voter's list of 1876 for the Okanagan poliing
division listed fourteen French Canadian farmere at
Okanagan H{§§;gn.49 By the turn of the éentury the
French-Canadlan settlement at Lumby far outnumbered

that at the Mission but a solid core of the original|
farming settlement remained. |

The two founders of the Lumby settlement were
Poeter Bissette and George LeBlane, partners ina -

Cherry Creek mine, Bissette, who came to Lumby by way
of a'Mafigggggatts cotten-éill, pre-empted 320 acres v
adjoining the present site ef Lumby on March 6, 18?7.
The same month (March 27) George LeBlanc pre-empted a
similar parcel to the cast of Bissette's and members of
both families remain to this day in the district.°
Most of the French-Canadian settlers at Lumby ané  
Okanagan Mission turned to farmiig, but some'became
engaged in lumbering or trades like earpentry when {

eining vantures failed.

When the scene of mining excitement moved to the
Kootenays it was a Joseph Bourgeols who staked a claim |
in the Rossland region in 1880, In 1889, with his 1

4 Report, 1929, p. 205 s

50 Rorris, L. Some Pl os_in the Okanags
Okanagan Historical Socfety Repert, 939, ps 51
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partner J. Morris, he discovered the éraatest of all
the Red Mountain mines, the Le Roi Rot.91 By 1901

there was a city of seven thousand and the modetn city
- of Rossland, the "Johamnesburg of British Columbia"

had become the pride of the Province.5?2

Some 1dea of the degree of French-Canadian par€:\7
icipation in the mining activities of the period in the
Kootenays can be obtained from the Voters' lists of

1890, 1894 and'lfte.53 In each community of the East

. e I

and West Kootenay Electoral Districts & smattering of
residents classed as laborers, miners or free miners bore
French names. French names are common in the lists-for
Slocan Riding (Xaslo, New ﬁenver, Slocan district) and /
Revelstoke districtAincluding Eakusp and Comaplix

where the French Canadians were employed mors eitensively

in lunbering than in mining.sa' The Voters' List for
Rosslaad Riding in May, 1898, containja number of

miners*® names which are clearly ?rench-CanaGian.55

pld, 'VQ].. IIlg Pe 472-473'

53 Sessional Papers, British Columbia, 18903
/79 47 ] 495"496’ 9003 p. 401’4310

54 Ibid., 1900: p. 1212,
& Xbid., 1900: p. 477-498,
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A list of names of parécns who had m&ved or in some

way became 1neligible for voting in the Rosslanﬁ Riding
appears in the Rossland Hiner, Gcteber 16, 1999.56

A similar list in the “Fernie Free Press" of April.
1910, bore out the same evidence.?? Some examples
ahong them are Joseph Alegrand, Alphonse Bourgeon,
‘Isadore Beaulieu, Bugene Croteau and Alphonse DanduranﬁQ
It would seem that among the flow of laborers who came
to mine at each suecessively'productiﬁe claim, Frenche-
Canadiens played as much a part as any other nsn-anglow

Saxon element.

One occupation that had attracted the French
Canadians in the era of the fur trade and which continued
into the mining period was theAsale énd transpért of
supplies, In tﬁe 1850's Fort Okanagan itself was in
charge of four successive French-Canadisns, Laprade,
Gingras, La Fleur and Duchouquette. Many French-Canadians
who settled in the Gkanagaﬁ were emﬁlpyed as pgggérs
along the supply routes which fed and equipped the |
mining villages. Similarly,the thriviﬁg e§g£§ss énd
fig}ght business up and down the Cariboo trail attracted

56~T > _Rossland Miner, October 16, 1509.
57 The Fernie Free Press, April 29, 1910,
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otheB'Canadiens. Hule trains were the first,oaﬁman
means of transport, then camels were introduced as.
pack animalsy but with the completion of the Cariboo
wagon road horse-drawn vagons and stages came i#to use.
In some localities in the Cariboo; however, ex—teéés

were regularly used for drawing wagons.

Shortly after 1860 some of the “bullwpunehers",~~7
as the ox-teamsters were called, discovered that the N
land in the lower Fraser Vailey was suitable for stocke
raising and bégaa to use the grass around the Harrisen
River and Nicomen Island fbr w1ntering'cattle; One of
the first to do this was Joseph Deroche who, on the
north side of Niéomen Island, had a place to keep his
cattle during the season when activity in the Cariboo
was slow, Deroche and ancther freighter called
MacDonald gradually gave up their ox-freighting and
settled on their farmag?e Perhaps'tbe-families of

these men ticd them down and the Qpportunity for
| employment offered- later by railroad construction
influenced them to stay where they had at first estab-
lished only seasonal farms, The reilroad point

‘opposite Nicomen Island, later known as Deroche, as

. 525353§§§§’ J°§£ tor ‘tbli e e or
¥all 4 HMas ers esis, the tn.vers y ©
} o t Eh L 01 b a 9 1937, pp o 185"203 9 205& »
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well as Nicomen, became a miniature French-Canadian

centre as farmers with]names 1like Beaulieuy Deneauy
Parent, Rouleau, Tremblay (Joe Deroche's son-in-law)

and Caron took up land in the area.in.thev1890'sf59~

| With the coming of the railroad in the 1880's
new'?reheh-ﬁanédians came into the Lower Fraser Vaiiey
either to work on the rallroad or to farm the land
which the railroad now made accessible. One region
where this occcurred was at Hatzic Prairie (first called.
Burton's Prairie after Ralph Burton a bullepuncher who
settled there). Here a Michel LaCroix, a former
employee of the Hudscr® Bay®Company at Babine and Fort
'Simpson settled before the railroad came and anbther
"La Croix, Gabriel, opened a store when railroad
cbnstbuet;on had bagun,éo Within a few years o;;—SE\“
the most homogeneous French sett}ements in the provincl J
had been established at Hatzlec Pralrie. By 1901 all
but three of twenty-seven names 1iéted in the directorﬁ

for Hatzie Prairie Postal station were Frencb.él .

59 Henderson's Cazettee _Directory, Vancouver,
19’01, Pe 12 3 1904, po” 4; 1 451 an 1470.

69 cipbard, p. 205, 261,
61\119_2_@6’1’802'& Directory, 1981, p. 163.
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One of the key figures in the_EgEg{E*Prairie
settlement of French-Canadians (which became known as
ggg}gﬁgnamed'aftar the beloved priest, later bisha§5<'
was ﬁimable Légacé. A native of Rimouski, he home-
steaded on "the Prairie“ after working by contract ‘on
the Canadian Pacific Railway construction. Later, he
became postmaster in the distriet a3 well as a successful
farmer.sa Another early'settlar was éesas Bouchfer who
came from Three Rivers after working for a time in the
'eothE&gills of Massachusetts. Up to 1910 and 1911 the
faréing compunity centinueﬂ to graw.63 Bome of the
residents carried on logging and lumbering in addition
to their farming and some of the Bouchfer family are

today engaged in lumber manufacturing.

62 prop 3 abaveréatlénfwith his son Louls Lagace
at Mission on July 22, 1955. See also the Henderson
Directories of 1901, i904, 1911,

63 In addition te the\many French-Canadlang who
came to the area were some Franchmen of France or
French-Swiss. One of these was Louig Carrat, born in
Geneva in 1864, After residing for some years in
Washington where he logged and in California where he
worked in the orchards he came to McConnell Creek,
adjacent to Hatzic Prairie in 1894, Another settler
was Jean Seux who came from France where he had bheen a-
 teacher, In Franece, Seux had apparently learned well

the art of wine-making. In B. C. the illegal sale of
his product brought him into confliet with the repres-

J

entatives of the law, A happy life was meintained in Hatzic

conmunity where the French language was regularly used
4n conversation, From an interview with Mr. Louis Carrat

in Eissian, July 22, 1959,

~——
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014 residents of Hatzie Prairie, the few a11ve
who still remember, love to tell of the‘eariy»éays when
they took their Butter sm@ eERS down to Ne# Westminster
on the old Beaver or by rowboat or by traine Usually
they went to ﬁissibn by rewbeét, down ﬂaﬁzie Siough
and returned to the doek at Bouehﬁer' g barn. sGme:tz
times a market Was found for products at the old store
at Dewdney. The great flood of 1894 imposed_many
hardshipg.on the settlers, but such ﬁicissitudes seemed
to strengthen theié eomradeship.' Seversl ef.the__
original’pioneeés lived to an_adﬁaﬁced age. Aimable
Lagaca died in 1942 at the age of 87 ahd Louis Carrat,
one of fhe bést authorities on the history of the Durieun
settlement, died in February 1956, at  the age of 91,

As the settlement 95#23535“ took root and grew,
a few other French Canadians began to farm at missian j v
nearby. There was a close connection between the two
copmunities beeguse an Oblate father came regularly fron
St. ¥ary's Mission to hold services for the residents.
The first of these, aﬁdlﬁerhaps the most beloved, was
Father Lecn Fouguet. Theodore Theroux,who was employed
as a lay teacher in the Indian School in Mission in 1901,
later was to be a key figure in establishing at Hsillard-
ville in 1909 the largesf French-Canadian settlement west

of the_Rockiesgél

64 Henderson's Gazetteer and Directory, 1901,
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 CHAPTER IT

As writers of the~pre$gnt.day*begin to realize
that the story of‘cénada¢jsrkh.with sSagas ¢f"men'é
confliet sgainst environmental aslwell as political
'forées§ the completion in.l$85 of the Canadian Pacifie
'~railway is seen as a marvel.of human écco@plishmént.
The wélding of the band of steel across the vast
territory préduced a sense Of'nationai destiny.and'
within a va:y'few years a béomiag lﬁtereregioﬁal. |
commeree thg% beggared the wildeét dreams of~¢éhadian

133d@r30 '

One of the-remarkabls*effecté ofvthe camplétian
of the railroed was the rapid and vaest growth of
population on the Canadian prairies. It has beenf'-’ 
'estimated that there were probably not more than
75,.@@ people between the Great Lakes and the Rackies
in 1871, By 1901 the pepulstion had:increased to |
420,000 and by 1911 when the wave 6f~1mmig£ati§n-was at
its height to 1,328,000,1 oOhe of the majer problems

for the multlitudes of newcomers was obtaining an

1 Census of Canada, 1911, Volume I, p. 522,



adequate supply of‘building materials. Sod houseé 7 |
were very common but as the needs for homes, barns |
and granaries 1ncreased, the supplies of lumber available
from eastern or United Btates ‘mills could not keep
abreast with the demand, British Columbia coastsl
lumbermen, ever on the lsokout for new outlets, were
‘gquick to take advantage of the expanding Prairie market,
The,iumbar'mills'in the K§?t¢nag dist#ict were even

more advantageously sitaatedf Luﬁbering in this'éfeé

had begun as an adjunct to mining which ereaﬁeﬁ fhep
custopary demapd ror.materiais for camps, élu;ee_yoxes
énd‘minenprops,  The buildihg of the Crow's‘ﬂé5£ E&§;N
Railway in 1895 unlocked an extensive new timber suppi;\
at the very time when rapid éettlement of the Prairies
was in ﬂrogress, As 1035 as large-scale production was '
, econohieally practical invthe.lhterlor, the fortunes

of the "Mountain Mills" rése or fell in relation to the
erop or market conditions on the Prairies. Indeed the
timber industry of the entire pﬁovince couid nevey

concealrits persistent surveillsnce of the -crop situation.

'Lumbering,journals like the Western Lumberman almost
invariably interpreted the fluctuations of their trade

in terms of the grain situatien.z.

Ja'The Western Lmberman,; (published from 19031907

as the Lumberman and §o¥trgcfég) Vancouver; B.Cay
Hugh C. Maclean Publishing Company. .




&4t the time when the British Columbia lumber /
industry was deVQIOping, the Emstern lumber business
'had already begun to show decay. Although total
production figures did not indicate a gserious dealine
until about 1910 the best stands of timber in Ontario~
and Quebec had been exhausted before the turn}of the
century., The result of this was that‘soma Easﬁernv/
vlumber investors began to transfer thetr interests
to the Pacific Coast where timber was plentiful,

' campatativély cheap and readily marketable.3 As

lumber capital csme west, many of the 1umber~3aeks

who haé deforested the valley of the Ottawa and other
‘eastern:pine and spruce araas»alsoAmovad. .AS_ea:ly,

as 1882 Eastern lumbermen like Felix Cardinal were
making themselves at home in the company of Douglas |
firs and Western red cedars along the shores of Burrard

Iniet.? Directories of the period 1882-1892 showed an

' 3 One example of this transfer westward of Bastern
capital was the construction in 1889 of a large mill near
New Westminster by James Mclaren, precident of the Ottawa
bank (also a lumberman at Buckingham, Quebee) and anether
invéstor Frank Ross. On Janvary 313% of 1889 the B, C.
gazette (p. 71) listed Mclaren end Ross as applying for a
timber lieense $to cut timber on four limits on the sbores
of Pitt Lake and in ether nearby districts.

| 4 Cardinal was 1isted in the British Colurbia
DPirectory for the year 1882-3 as a 1ogger at ﬂoody?ille.
%illﬂ&ms, RoTcy Briti gh Col bi ) ~ ! Vo 82"3’
R.T. Williams, V”eter-a,
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increasing number of the French-Canadian names. whieh had |
long deen so common on the payrolls of Quebec, Ontario ;
and New England mills, - | |

- Professor Lowef has remarked on the significant
role of the French Canadian in the exploitation.of
Canada s forests.

The French-Canadian was the traditional ~ -
lumber jack. Az bus river driver .

and millhend he was reliable, docile, Ve
cheerfuly efficient and cheap. He had

a pride of calling, a low standard of

living and an autheritarian type of

society behind him to kgep him

contented with his lot.

48 he points out, these men with thelr esprit
de . corpsy their friendly rivalry between gangs for
the best outputs, followed lumbering zcross Easférn
Canade and the prairles snd for s lohg time before the'
tide of Eurapean immigrants previded competiticn for

them, were the labour backbone of the industry.é

5 Lower, A.E.M.. The N A _ Assault on
the Congdian Forest, Toronto, yerson, 238y p. 189

6 Sepe 3dea of their early penetratian even. .
before the turn of the century (into the B. C. lumber
industry) may be obtained from the following table:

Some French«Canadisn Names listed as Lumber workers in B.C.
Directories (1882, 1885, 1891, 1892)
Cota, Felipe~(Cote Philippe ....Millhand, Websters Mill,
. New Westminster
Derrienne, Henry................Eillhand, Brunette Sawmills,
' New Westminster
Guibauvlt, Julius.n.....,........Fix‘eman, R}g{ﬁ. City Planing
]
Bruneauy FrankK.cscoescssosssosecliogger, Moodyville
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In plaées there are numerous hints that early
.yarticipation by Frenche~Canadiasns in B. C. lumbering
vas widespread. A representative of the B. C. Govern-
ment Travel Bureau, collecting infarmation»ia the Sechelt
Peninsula recently, found that French-Canadian hand-
loggers had been working there in the 1880's,7 i
A Pete Genelle ppéned-a'lumber‘mill at Rakusp in_1892,

- the first in the areé.s :The B. C. Provinciél Voters
List of 1894 indicated a Seatﬁefing of Cansdien mii;menA
-in the Revelétokggiﬁakusp, Rbsslénﬁ, Comaplix areas; by

Cardinal, FeliZesssessoos.liOgger, Hoodyville

Gervalse, LOuiSecsesor.ssoTeamster, Moodyville
Godden (Godin) Henry......Longshoreman, #oodyville
Guerin, EAward..csesssesaeli0gger, Hoodyville ‘
Lachapelle, LouiSs.eesssseShingle makery, Hastings Mill
Lei‘anga‘. sessveo0ss0BEOINYO oShlﬁgle vmakﬁr, Hagﬁings Mill
cote' Fréncois. esancscenan .Millﬂ&n, Granville

Desbin (Desblen?) Louis...Logger,; Granville

Gagnﬂn, _Fo cescsernssnsan .‘.Millﬁan, Gi’an?ille
Toulsaint, YeoseesessessscsJilllman, Granville

Willlamé, R.T. British Columbia Directory, 1882.3,
Victoria, R,T. Williams, Publisher, 1082, pp. 207,238,240,
See also appendix X, , . o R

7 ¥r. John Buckley, to the writer, February 21,

1956,

] a JOhnsen, Brs. Kog ) 1212k Day £ N 3
the Arrow lekes, Neskuspy B.C.; 1951, p. 13, see als
8 regarding the Genelle brothers and other mills.

.........
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1900 the number badlincreaseé;g Joseph Deschamps, who

came from Prescott, Ontario, in 1397 worked'in Rossland

for a time as mill-foreman, then, became partner of a |
Louis Blue (Bleu?). In a few years he was known as a \
very prominent Kcetenay lumber-man, citizen and advocate 'M§

of French-Canadian labor importation.1° : , ]

‘The phénomenal growth of the Pacific Coast lumber /
industry in the firsﬁvéecaﬂé of the twentieth century
crested an unprecedented demand”for'unékilled or semie-
‘skilled labour in logging, booming and lumber manufacturing.
Thousands of Orientals found employment in the lumber = .
industry. The 3abanese, a&apteé-themsélVes to many
diffarent tasks- the Chinesa were use& particularly in
shingle manufacturing, and the East Indians, obtsined

work at a variaety of jobs especially in the mills and

yardse

Qppoéition to the emplo&menﬁ of asiaties gradually-
developed from‘many‘sources. White laborers fesented
the eompetifion of Orientals whose iOW‘standard of living, -
they claimed, invitedfpayment.of low wages. At lumber

%y ctgg List, Province of British Co;umbia, 1894, 1900

" 10 Rossland Miner, February 2, 1910, p, l.y .
August 10, 1922, p. 1. #Mills in the Rossland and Nelson
areas that Deschamps was asgsoclated with were the China-
Creek Lusmber Cowpany, & mill at Birchbank, one at Nelson,
one at Goat Creek and several in conjunction with
American investors. .
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1900 the number had iqgggaseﬁ.g Josaph Deschamps, who
came from Pre/fg;t//aﬁtaria 1n 1897 worked in Rossland
fer a time as'mill-foreman, than, beeame partner of a
Louls 3;99 (Bleu?). In a few years he was known as a
varyfgyémimentxaetenay lumbarasﬁn, citizen and advocate
9£’F.eneh~6anaaian.1aber 1mpartaﬁion.19 '

x{ The phenomensl growth ofxthe Pacifie Coast luﬁbar

inaustry in tha first decade of the twentieth eentury

fcreateé an unprecedented demand for unskilled or semi-

skilled lebour in logging, booming anﬁ Jusber manufacturing.
Thousands of Oeientals found exployment in the lumber ’
industry. The Ehpénese; aég&t&d themselves to many
different tasks; the Chinese were used particularly in
shingle manufacturing, and the East Indlans, obtained
work at a variety ef‘jébs egpeeially in the pills and

yards. I o

fpposition to the enployment of Asiaties gradually

developed from many sources. ¥hite laborers resented

‘the competition of Orientalls whese low standard of llving,

they claimed, fnvited pay&ekt of low wages. Af‘lumber

f Bri . Columbla, 1894, 1900.
: 3 Febr&ary 2 l?lO Do leg
August 10, 1922, p. 1. ‘Ellls in %he Rossland and Helson
areas tha% neseﬂamps was assceiated with were the Ching

Creck Lumber Company, 2 mill at igahbank, cne at Nelson,

one at Goat Creek anﬁ -geveral in cengunction with
American 1nvestors,




42

mills Anti-Asiatic demonstrations occurred and incidents
of fighting were not uncommon. Merchants c;iticizad
industeialists who hired Orientals (usually peor store
¢ustemefs) who,'théy said, sent most of their payQ

: eheqﬁés back to their native land. Sometimes thé
empleye:s‘tbQESelves~expresseé'ﬁiésatisfactign with the
work they obtained from,the Asiatics (esgecially.ﬁﬁe
East In&ians)g‘ Thoy relied on theﬁ, they. said, beééuse:
of the inadequate supply of labor and the 1nefficiency
of some white labor. MNany empleyers agreed that white
workers did superior work but irresponsible absenﬁee-iam

1 Dissatisfaction

on the part of some caused complaints.
with Oriental workers led to a decision by the manage-
ment &f the largestA;umbai plant in British Columbia to
experiment with imported French-Canadian labour. I

S—

The large mill éstabl&shgd near New Westminster
in }§§?_§y'0ttawa'inﬁestors James KcLareh and Frank Ross,
experienced a long period of idleness following the
death of Melaren in 1891, The closure of the plant
was proldnged by a recession ;n the 1umbeg'trade and the
.“éuspensien of navigati¢n:en the'Fraéer through silting

in the chamnel. The investment of dmerican capital 4

‘T 23

i1 7_Luzberman, Vancouver, Hugh C.
McLean Pub shing Company, way~1919, ppe 595=56.

Z

‘_\\/'
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soon forged into a position of leadership ameng the '(
Canadian’cgast prodﬁcars. . Dnder. a naw'group of owners )
led by Gen, A.:D. NcRae, phe coppany had reached a

point in prodnétioh.in 1909 where it rivalled the .
largest American mills in daily output.i2 The plant

now employed about five hundred men. The sales manager,

#, J. Eacken‘?as quoted>as saying about hélf of these

were Orientals.’3 |

Eiactly who originated the idea ef.laboué recrult- 7.
went i{n the lumbering villages of Quebec may never be
known, but the management of the Fraser Riverﬂiumberfﬁ
Company decided that a night watchman nawmed Théodofe l /j\‘

Théroux from the plant would accempany an Oblate Priest, \

Father William Patrick O'Boyle, on a tour through

Kastern lumber camps in an attempt to enlist workersc14x

Father O'Boyle and Théroux left for the east in
‘Julyin}QOQ,“ On their arrival in Quebec thelr method of
;;;;oaching prospective settlers was to arrange for a | /
place of meeting (usually a home or hall) in a2 suitable
parish and then ask the curé to announce the place '
and purposée of the meeting frém his-puipit_on Sunday

morning. When the people gathered, Father 0!'Boyle

v 12 athers in the investment group were Edward
8. Swift and Louis Swift (of meat packing fame) of
Chicago, Col. A.D. Davidson and Senator Peter Jansen of
Nebraska., The Western erman, April; 1908, p. 16.

413 The Western Lumberman., August, 1909, p. 13.
14 100, cit. |



presented the offer made by the lumber company . 15 )
Besides arranging transportation for the workars, the 7 |
eompany would praviée 1iv1ng aecommodatiensffor them anﬁ
make 1% possibla for those who wished, to build their

own hcmes. The lot and building paterials could be

paid for over a long period on easy terms.;ﬁ Since /
wages in Quebec at the time were only about @39 peraj
month the-twenty@fiva'eents-heurly %age offered was ;
gttractive.‘ In,aédition to promiéing‘bettar working:
conﬂitiansglFaﬁher G!Boyie suggested thelagreeébleness(/
of the miléervclimaﬁe on the_Pacific_Geast.17

The beneflits which Father O'Boyle streSséd ware
not easily discounted. One feature appealed strongly

te'the home-loving lumbermen, In the East the men

15 gy, biography of Father O’Boyle constitutes a ——

fascirating story in itself., Born in Lindsay, Ontario,
in 1879, he won the Edward Blake scholarship from the
University of Toronte (upon graduating from Lindsay
Collegiata). Declining the gcholarship, he went to
Ottawa University, thence to the Gregorian University in
Rome and the Acadeny of &t. Thomas Aqulnas where he
obtained his Doctor of Divinity degree, .. After another
short parlod at Qttawa University, he was transferred in
1905 to St. Peter's, New Westmins%e - 'From then until
his death in 1949 he gave all his strength and powers to
the furtherance of the aims of the Roman Catholie.Church
in B.C, For a time he was rector at Holy Rosary Cathedral,
Yancouver, He was credited with establishing Vancouver
College and held a high reputation both as a publie
speaker and as a dlligent pastor,

16 ypr, Jack Thomas to the writer, July 14, 1955,

17 %p, Thomas and John Dicaire to the writer,
July 7, 1955« Wr. Dicaire said that wages in Bastern
lumber camps were often only ninety cents per day.
Mr. Lalende of Rossland gave the figure of 514‘60 to £16.00
per month in Eastern camps where he worked. o

et e e T TS



45

spent the winter months logging in the weods; §n the
spring they drove the logs to the millsj and during the
months until the next winter their work was in the mills.
In British Columbia there would be steady mill work end /
no more months of absence from their families. In /7

| -

reviewing their motives for coming some of the settlers

say that the opportunity for a'changé - £0 see a new

country and perhaps insure a mére prosperous future for

their descendants - helped them to decide,18 7 -

Some idea of the reeruiting area visited by Father
0'Boyle and his assistant has been obtainea from newse
paper reports of the migrations and from interviews with
the-saﬁtlers or their descendants. The first traiﬁ\gf\Y
forty femilies (about 169 éefsons) was made up of one
carload from the area areund-@uébec'éity (Quebec, Levis
and Montmagny counties) seven carloads from the Ottawa
valley (Qttawas, Hull and Roékland)'one from the eastern
townships and another from the Hontreal areé;lg Many
of the men were former workers of the J. R. Booth
Gompany in Ottawa and the E. B. Eddy Company in Hull.
The priest himself sald he had visited every part of
Quebec,20

18 ﬁr. Themas to the writer, July 14, 1955.

%ge Nelson Daily News, September 28, 1909 p. 1,
and 1nterv ews with various set%lers.

Queted in the British Columbign, New Westminster,
September 28, 1909, p. 1.
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¥%hen the settlers began to arrive at the Praser ’/
River Mills on September 27, 1909, they were acgggéedéted
in the new houses and hotel built on the mill townsite
by the lumber company.?l Estimates of the number who
arrived in what was referred to as the "first eontingent“/J
vary greatly. It would seem that not all the cars in
the first contingent arrived simultaneously and figures
for the number of families that arrived on $eptember 27 l
from various sources do not agree. Kr. John Dlcealre,
then a boy of seventeen, says only twenty-two families
were on the first train of six or seven oérloada.az
The British Columbian said thirteen cars hed left }
Montreal on September 23, bearing five hundred Prench
Canadlans (110 experienced workers). Thglday bf_their ‘
arriﬁal ggeﬂgritisn‘Ce;umb;gg_ sald that 250 people had \
arrived on nine coaehes.. The same paper next day .. j-
éhanged the figure to forty families, eighty-four
working men.23 The actual number which arrived is
perhapg not so significant as the fact that the settlers 4

21 Most of the houses then built are still in use
today in the municipality of Fraser ¥ills (a company
townsite). The majority of the settlers soon took -
advantage of & company plan to bulld their own homes on
company-held land in Coquitlam municipality one-~half
mile away. The rented houses were gradually occupiled
by non - FPrench Canadian workers in later years, many
of them Scandinavians.

22 John Dicaire to the writer, July 6, 1955,

23 s Bept, 279 1909, p. lQ}
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(almost all) proved to be very suitable workers and
made plans to'stay. While -the lumber company considerld
‘further importations the next spring the first settlers
wrote favourable_lettéra to the East and began to set A
up a French community for the happiness of themselves /

and later arrivals.

on thelcompany townsite the people snjoyed a
habpy round of social 1ife. The community centre for
square dances and pérties was thé'unoc;upied top storey
of the geﬁeral storae, a'apacious building. The wives
and daughters of the company officials helped in E

planning the festive gatherings and relations between |

management and workers was very friendly.24

(bne of the éromises'made by the mill owners was |
that a school and church would be ﬁrevided for the
ipmigrants, At first Sisters of the Child Jesus came
daily to hold school in a small bullding for the.chilé;éh
of thelimmigrant3q?5/)This ¥as a eourageous performance!
since dense forest bordered the two mile walk from the

end of the streetcar line at Sapperton. A priest, at

24 Mr. and Mrs. Thomas to the writer,

25 Two of the sisters, Sisters St. Augustine and
St. Fugenie, who originally conducted the school are
st1ll alive today at the Convent of the Child Jesus in
North Vancouver. Sister St. Aungustine spent most of
her life in ¥aillardville Convent School, leaving only
a few years ago. : :
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first, Father O0'Boyle, and then Father Edmond ¥aillard
came weekly to hold mass for the people. Looking
forward to the time soon when they would be all

living together in their new French village, the men

lost no time in beginning the erection of a spacious
church.% g

APR . 56

The Ghurch of Notre Dame de ILourdes under
construction in the winter of 190Q9.

=

26 Western Catholiec, cited in Hissions gg %g

Congr on des O s de Marile ag s March y
. 4 gives the dimensions of the church as thirty-three
metres in length, twelve metres in width and eight

metres in height. The steeple was said to be twenty-
five metres high.
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By this time Father Maillard, a yoﬁng Oblate frém j] D'
France was becoming a respected leader in cémmuhity
enterprisess He was often on the scene while the

men were working. He organized a bazasar as a social
gathering and to help raise funds for the éhureh'  .
buildingé'<§ery proud were the people when on Decenber /
11, 1910, Monsignor McNeil, the Archbishop, came to
biéss the new church and Father Maillard led the-grand
Mass in his presence. The church building was to serve
as the school until such a time as a separate building
could be provided. Soon a number of the people were
building or planning to build homes near the church,./
The lumber company subdivided its block of land in
Coquitlam municipality into quarter-acre lots.27. -

Any of the French-Canadian millworkers could buy a lotJ

!

(price 3150.09) and the lumber to build a house on L

installment payments of $5.00 a month or more.

! 27 The parcel of land owned by the Fraser River
Lumber Company in Coquitlam municipality adjacent to the
mill townsite was known as D.L. 46. A.D. McRae obtained
approval of a subdivision plan from Coquitlam council
September 11, 1909, even before the settlers hed arrived,.
¥inutes of Council, Cogquitlam Hunicipality, September 11,

1509, p. 74.
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Many of the original homes in the area surrounding /
the church are remaining today. The first home is still
standing but its individual style has been altered
and its exterior covered with asphalt shingles so that
the passerby can hardly distinguish it from any other
house., In keeping with the tradition established in -
Quebecy the Cangiens expected to have large families
and accordingly built big houses. The writer well

rerembers how common it was even twenty-five years ago 7

for farilies to have twelve to fifteen children.

il

The Boileau home and some of the family, about 1912.



51

Various diversions from the duties of home and
work and church occupied the leisure time of the settlers,
At first even the new country provided interest.

Groups of the young woodsmen attired in their "Cundaye
best” would go for long walks or sleigh or wagon rides.
The massive timbers which were stacked on the docks at
the »ill ready for leading onto deep~sea freighters were
a novelty to each of them, The frequent rains and
partial flooding of the swampy land around the mill
were the only discouraging features of the new life but
the people gradually became accustomed to these incone

veniences,

Canadien lumberjacks on. the dock at Fraser Mills.
(The group includes P, Bouthot, Louls Lafrance,
George Bouthot, John Dicalre,d. Parent,C, Bouthot

and Philip B2dard),
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With the help of newcomers who arrived in the
next few years, the mill sponsored an ice<hockey team
which won the Paeific Coast Championship. Then a
band was formed, This organization was the pride and
joy of the 'habitants' and often represented the
copmunity at gatherings outside the districet. In the
sumper the mill and the French village had a baseball
team which journeyed, often accompanied by the band
and ardent supporters, to neighbouring distriects as
far away as Supas., The mill constructed one of the

finest baseball parks in the lower mainland.

n
| jue

The French-Canadian band, 1913. The group includes
Alex. Payer, Albert Beaulleu, .J, Payer, Arthur Dicaire,
D. Payer, J. Parent, E, Paré, G. Bouthot, J, Coutu,

J. Dicaire, Emery Paré,and J, Labour.
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The little French outpost would never have e~ 7
tained its character if the first who tore themselves
away from their homeland had not béen r-ej.nfOrcf:ed.by_\
another contingent 1n'may,.1910-and-by»ﬁany oth;;;~iffl:'
éamefin,small'groups.as There is a sort of good- /

" natured "class distinction“ in the community today.
‘The élite are the fow remaining imnigrants of the first ~
contingent and their many descéndents. Next and

almost as revered are those of the sacond contingent,’/
Worthy of considerable respect are those who came in ”
the few months following the two contingents. Other
arrivals and their families, even though they mey have
come thiéty—flve‘years ago, are in a different class.’/
These levels of prestige are, of course, not relative /

to economic or social status.

The great industrial promoter of this settlement:
enterﬁrise soems to have been General A.D. McRae, who
was ably assisted by the plant sales manager, Henry J.
Macken.29 Macken often attended to publicity for the

scheme.,‘ﬁut'wlthout a doubt the  project would never

28 When the second contingent came accopmmodations
were not ready for them. Some had to stay for a few days
in railroad cars., Several families, in some cases,
ecrowded into one small house. A4s late as May 1912 the
press reported arrivals of workers from Quebec. - After
that many others ecame unheralded. T wester urber
May, 1912, Pe 31. '

{29 Almost every issue of The Western Lumberm
which reported the progress of the Fraser Mills project
mentioned one or both of these men,
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have been,yossible without tha enthusiasm ef ?atbsr
G'Beyla. &he Oblate priest, then qbout thirty—five
years of age, ﬁédkled;the:undertaking with ﬁhé:fire and
zeal of z crusaders -Fol;gying'hiﬁ second expéﬂit;enfiS‘f
the East in April, 1910, (an effort whichbgought_sefiQJx
| forty-nine families comprisihg 166 persons) father‘:‘ \
0'Boyle gave his views to the press. He peinted out
that statistics gathered by the Dominion government
showed that 19;906 pébpie had left rural Quebec in 1999;i
Some 500Q, it was estimated, had gone to u&ban eentfes
‘like %ontfeél but 10,000 or mors had gone to the United
States:. "We want® sald Father G'Boyle, | : C

—

to turn these men west instead of south.

" These are the men essential to British
Columbia. The ordinary Eurcpean
1mmigrants come from the 0ld World cities.
They crowd our Canadian ecities. B. C.
wants men who will go to her unexplored
and iuninhabited areas. The Frencg:‘*\»~
speaking Cenadian is this man., “He e will
eamp in the woods and live on hard tack |

~until the railways and civilization ,
arrive._ _He is the ceureur~de-bois of ~
Ganada.BQ L —

He explained that Quebec hed plenty of labourers / |

.

- because the mills in the Bast were shutting down for want
of timber. He suggested British COIumbia 0illmen take
advantage of this labour supply by acquainting the workers
with the better wages and stead§_empioymeﬁx t6 be

30 e Weste n Lumher aﬂ, JUly 1910, p. 190‘
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obtained here. He seemed assured that given the /
advantage of living in communities with his own klnﬁ,
the domestic,; sccially-inclined Canadien would answer

the labour problem in B. €. mills.

g; the Fraser Mills experiment pregreésed,‘it

was publicized far and wide aecross the province.

Interior newspapers like the Helson Deily He
the Golden Star, hailed the plan as an answer to the
~ labour crisis which was affaeting Mountain mills even
more than those at the coast since their isolation was
repngnant to mest white werkers.31 Aéufavvurable
reports of the talents of the Canadien lumberman at
Fraser Mills reached the press; Interior lumbermen

spoke of importing theusands of Quebec workers for their
£1118,32  But these plans maated never materialized..
It would seem that beyond advertising in the sast for ’ |
labonhers, no definite plan for Bastern labour !
recruitment was undertaken. _ \

~

There is one exception to this gsneral statement./

Some of the Xootenay newspapers make reference to a i

labour importation prograzme executed by J. S. Desehamps\J

. in the Rossland district. Actually Deschamps undertook

"+ 3) ywelson Daily News, May 5, 1910, p. 1.
Golden Star, November 4, 1 il
32 Secretary W.A. Anstey of the Eountain Lusmbermen's

Association cited in the ﬁgi;_ﬁr_g%g (Revelstoke) May 14,
1910, p. 4, and the Daily News (Nelson), May 5, 1910.
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a project of this kind befere the big comst miil‘hadv_ fw
any such plans. Deschemps; an ardent French-Canadian

who had come from Ontarfo, apparently endeavoured to

»-bring considerable numbers to the Kootenay mills with
which he was associated,but he did not Succeed in

cbtaining more than a dozen persohs.33

It 18 impossible to determine how many'?renéha
Canadian lumbermen who came to the Kootenays were
brought by the advertising efforts~6f'the desperate
mill-owners but it would seem that in the first decade
of the century almost every littie\milltown had a 5
scattering of Quebeckers. Obscure little tawne like
Waldo in the Fernie district, had residents like
Louis Chenier, lumbermany Patrick D'Amour, lumberman B
John Saunier, planermen and Louis Tozier, teamster, |
working in the mills there,34 Names given in diréctory
lists for other similar lumbering villages dispersed
through the Kootenays amplify‘the 1m§ression éfeEreﬁ;h- {

Canadians being attracted everywhere as loggers, teamsters,
: |

‘ _33 Pete Lalonde, one of Deschamps! surviving mill-
men, says that his empi yer paid the fare for these men
but only two stayed. He claims, however, that there

were pany French-Canadian lumbermen in the West Kootenays
from 1900-1910 at mills near Rossland and at Chase,
Creston, Nakusp and other points. - to the writer,

July 24, 1955. _ _ - '

34 de.sb g (
Henderson Pu lishing Co.,

d Directory, Vanoouver,
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| . j
river men and willmen.3? {

~

, | The recr&iting of thé ?r‘eﬁch‘canad’ians by the 4 \
Fraser River mill was undertaken prineipally in ardar \ .
to supplant the Griental workers already employed in !
large numbers. 1t was on tnis account that the praject f
was lauded by the press everywhere in the province anﬂ i

by no less a figure than the Premier, Sir Richard - 1
ﬁacBride.36' But in attempting to replace Oriental - |
labeuﬁ'the»entérpfiSe was not entirely éucéeSSful. \

The payroll book at the plant in Qctobér, 1911, indicates

a division by races as follows - Fprench-Canadian 86, oy s
| | | | ; wu
East Indlan 173, Japanese 77, Chinese 19, British or jf:’f ‘
Buropean - about 175 workers. On March, 1912, there L Vlv&< bj

~ were 153 East Indlans, 80 Japsnese and 317 of European
~ ancestry {(including about 100 French Canadians).3? .
The coming of the French-Canadians had merely reduced to/

some extent the number of jobs held by Asiaties.

35 Henderson's Birec%ery, 1910, De 667° -
Waréner, B. C., lumber workers Deline, Guerin, Lachance,
: Lapoint, 8%. Jacques.
%atts’ourg «ose Bergeron, Houle, Lemorgne, Viger
Arrowhead .... Boutillier, Gyr, LeCroix
These are only a few of the examples cited in many. towns.

36 cited in The Western Lumberman, June 1910, p. 21.

37 P@zroll Books, Fraser River Lumber Company
and Canadgan Western Lumber Company.
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Considerable numbers of Orientals continued to be
employed at the rill for yéars afterward until some of ?
them were eventually displaced by Scandinavian, Greek J

and other European immigrants,

Two years after the first Canadiens had come to /
the Fraser River Mills (now changed to the Canadian
Western Lumber Company) the plant management expréssed’
greét satisfaction‘with their qualities as workmen. |
Agents were sent $o Quebec to recruit further help and /
the company proposed to locate flfty~or gixty famlilies
at its lafge mill et Golden. It was suggested alsqythat
anothef set;}ement might be established at Comox near
the logging operations. Neither of these plans materialized /
but apparently there was'éome suééess 1n persuading /

38

workers to come as family groups.

JUSE ———

The success of the plan must be appraised too,
in terms of the extent to which it satisfied the desires
of the FrencheCanadian lunbermen. Almost all of them,
it appears, were pleased from the viewpoint of econemic 4
betterment. A'few cons1dered that they could locate

even greener fields and went to the United States.

38 Th§ We ie‘n umberzan, November 1911, p. 29.
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Several others took employment with other mills at
Port HMoody e%”hearby Hew @estﬁinster. Settlers who
_ camé with the early groups say that only a handful were
< unbappy and peturned to their homeland,39

It was not long after the settlémenﬁ plan waé
executed that the clergy in Qnebec began to view the
: aeparture of their former parishloners with some

misgivings., It had been bad enough to lose the support
of some of their peoplé. Fears also grew that the /
emigrés would become Aaglidizéﬁ‘in language, customs /
and religion. These alérms"wére not without justific-"
atign,.fOr the quality of French spoken deteriorated ’
markedly, and there were some cases of mixed'mafriages,’
gradually it dawned upon the lumbermen that the 1little
settlement waé likely to remain the only substantial
French-Canadian centre west of the Rockles - a tiny
splinter of French-Canada afloat in an English sea. |
A few years later the promiaent leate missionary:
Father”A@G; Morice commenteds

For this reason one is permitted to i

wonder from the point of view of :

language and race whether this i

establishment was really advantageous. ;;
Drowned in an English and Protestant /4

39

John Dicaire and Jack Thomas to the writer.
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environment the French-~Canadian -
is fatally condemned to lose his
languzge and his ancestral customs.
His children still understand the
first but will become ashamed of
the second and his grandchildren
will be English with French names
badly pronounced unless Gisguised
under a ridiculous translation.
|ow the experience ia there to
)demonstrate that an Anglicized
Canadien is easily Protestantized
‘by his daily contacts and mixed
warriiages which follow only too
often, HMay it please God that
the children of the founders will
make an exeeption to the rule.

7 The various pastors who served as cures at the
church named Botre Dame de Lourdes recognized the

dangers present and some more than others fought strongly
for the preservation of the languasge and of the Catholic

| religion. The beloved Pather Maillard was succeeded as |

cufe in 1911 by a secular priest, Father Pelletier.
There is a hint in the records of the time that the
change ﬁas due to the appointment of a new Archbis%op
of Vancouver, Mgr. MacReil to replace Mgr. Dontenwill.
Father Peiletiér, knowing the attachment formed between
his predecessor and the people, took up the reins of
duty with difficulty snd a degree of aadness.41

One priest, Father de Lestre, a Belgian, and member of

Morice, A
dansg 1'0Ouest i
vels I 9 p-3 ° ) »
41 Codex Historicus of the Maison St. Charles at

New Westminster, entry for 1911.
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/the Premontre order is stiil“épokéh‘of éffectibna&émy
/by the parishioners as one who 1aboured hard to keep
them true to the Catholic faith and constantly urged
| them to use good French 1n their home ‘and dally*\];

42 .. o L
associations. PR

{“‘N-m-...»

' Contact with Englich speaking settlers came
frequently thrbugh'tréde.f“ht‘firét mill'employeeSV
bought provisions from the company store on the mill
townsite or brought them from New Westminster. ’Qne
of the Canadiens, Jaek (Jean) ‘Thomas, drové a mule=- -
‘team delivéry wagon for ‘the mill store, Now an elderly
man, he still talks with a mixture of pride ‘and amusement
of the white wagon painted with a red circle enclosing
a caﬁital 1étterf"F", the trade mark of the company.
Then an enterprisingféettlef'named-Téllier-decided to-*\\
open an 1n&épéndént'stbb¢ atfthe'c@rner'of Laval Street
and Pitt River Road and was soon doing a.sizeabie"r’//,/
‘business. 3 "'V;

42 Mr. Je Dicaire to the writer, July 7 1955.

.. 43 Jack Thomas to the writer, July 14, 1955,
Mr, Thomas has spent most of the remaining years of his
employment at his favourite job « on the booms, where he
became foreman.
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A short time after its founding the little |
hamlet on the hillside became known unofficially‘as |

\ Maillard-ville, teking 1ts name from the first cure,’
(/It had no recognized Status_as a community and was }
referred to .generally by neighbouring settleménts in ;

i/Coquitlam municipality as ﬁgrenchtcwn“. _The,pefiod

of anonymity came to a grétifying end in 1913,whenv

Postmaster General Pelletier, granted the villagéfa
post office under the neme "Maillardville®.%4 -

fﬁ«v.‘ The community had taken firm root by 1912,

| Numerous houses had been built snd the church; though
unfinished, was in constant use. WNew French-Canadians
kept augmenting the original numbers.” Many were R
relatives of former grrivals but some were Canaéiena \’A]
from the Maritimes who, having come to British Columbia,: X
gravitated to a community where they would enjoy the ‘ ;
congenialiﬁy of Freneh»speaking nelghbourss45/ In / 2

this fashlon Maillardville kept growing. fsome Fronche

Canadians bullt houses in ﬁhe area surrounding D.L. 46,

but so also did a number of non~French immigrants;

44 sohn Dicaire to the writer, July 7, 1955.

45 an interesting oxample of this kind of immigrant
is Dan Amero. He, a Nova Scotian, had come from Adirondack,
New York. There, and in ¥aine and Pennsylvania, he had
been a tree~feller. He came to British Columbie in 1911
with thirty-two other French-Canadians, In 1923, after
working at Powell River he and some of his friends moved
to Maillardville. n_Apero to the writer, July 29, 1959.
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Telliler's store at Pitt River Road and Laval
Street, 1G10.

Lumberjacks on a Sunday sleighride at Fraser Mills,
about 1911.
(Included are Rene Valliers, Jack Thomas, Joe Charlebois,
Pazul Gauthier, Philip B2dore, Joe Parent and Ernest Rochon)

no

To follow page 6
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A French-Canadlan picnic at Booth's farm, Maillardville,
about 1920.

To follow page 62A
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With this influx, the public school on the = -
fringe of the Maillardville settlement was graéually ')
“enlarged, (&Qe existence of the public schbg; was”afz
menace to the perpetuity of the French éemmnnitya/{J
In spite of the éisappreval of the priest, some parents
sent theilr childven,to 1t as though to get theix'"money's
worth in education in return for the gﬁn&ciﬁal‘taXQs
the? were paying. Theré was also aﬂ.impression émong
(some of the parents that the children were taught better
in the public school (called Hillsiqgfschbol). Some

of them were not sure that they wanﬁed.their children
to remain too French in o province that was so cbviously

English sbéakiﬁg.

.Ohly five ysars after the first 1mported'lﬁ§$er‘
worker arrived at the Fraser Rivef‘mills, World War I {;
broke out. If recruiting figures were obtainable 1t
would be interesting to see how the Maillardville
community responded to the céli to arms. 0ld resgsidents
say that 'quite a few' went into the army. The only
available'céneggte evidence of public opinion dﬁriﬁg
the war is the voting in the 1917 Federal election.

It suggests opgositien to,conscripticn and the oﬁher
war poiicies of the Unionist government, When British
Colunmblans went to the polls on December 17th not one

Liberal member was‘elected while Robert Bonden‘s Unionists
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won thirteen seats. The voters in Maillardville,

however, cast only fifty-one votes for the Unionist
/candidate, FP.B. Stacey, compared to ninety~three for

. the Liberal, Peter B. Ratsay. Westminster Electoral
} District, of which Maillardville was a part, géve

! 4,074 and 1,792 votes to the Unionist and Liberal
"? respectively.46 Thus a ‘pattern of pro-Liberal vating
reminiseent of old Quebee was established in the French-
Canadlan copmunity. In Provineial as well as in f”"j
( Federal politics the Liberal candidate generally obtained
/ good support in Kalllardville when he could get little
| elsewhere. Not until the n1d-1930's did this pre- | j’
'cedent crumble, 47

Even in the first decade of the settlement a

few of the French Canadians showed some ability in
,éolitiéé. In 1917 Amede Allard wss elected.toziﬁg '
Coquitlam municipal council., He was elected againv}
in 1918 but his political career was terminated by
death in & logging accident. He and several other

workmen were felling one of the last remaining big

a6 Canada, Sessional Papers 1920, 4th Session
"13th Parliament, Vol. VI, "Report of the Chief Electoral
- Offieer*, p. 275. .

47 See appendices XI: snd XII ..
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trees at the Maillardville settlement when he was

gtruck by a loggeris springboard accidentally released
and suffered a broken neck. Twe others of the settlers
gained some attention in the community by their
'political antagonism, &ntonio Lanoﬁx, native of Shere
brooke, was an ardent Liberal. George Proulx, native

of the same.gown,was a faithful Conservative. For a
time Proulx was a storekeeper and Post Yaster; and in n(.
1922 he served one term as reeve of Coquitlam. Betwee

{

1922 and 1942 there were only five one-year periods

when there was no Fregeh-canadian.hold&ng one of the

five municipal ceuncii seats, Emanuel Girard served |
for six years and Tom Allard, son of Admedé, the first
'Canadien’ eouneillorg‘held office for ten. Both men

belonged to families of early settlers froi the East.48

| When the great @epression of the eazly 1930%s
; settled upon the lumber trade its effect upon the

| Fraser Mills plant was a series of wage reductions,
! By September of 1931 there was much discontent among
| the workers. On September 17th a strike was called

4g_Data about councillors and reeves and their
terme of office from the ¥unicipal Records, Municipelity
of Coquitlam., Other information from an interview with
¥r. Jack Thomas,



66

1 4dn which a nhmber qr'iaeideatS-of vielenee-eceurred.49

/ Hany policermen were bfought in and billeted at the

, operations.52

 September

Were arresied,
plant. On one occasion ten strikarﬁhtwo of whem

were members of pioneer Prench Canadian fﬁ&ili@Sgso
The French-Canadians did not take positions of leader-

ghip in the strike movementi but a number of them were

quite outspoken in their support of the union demands.
The strike imposed severe hardship on & number of thel)

' familles. A strike kitchen was operated in Maillarﬁville,/

by the workers. Some Chinese sympathizers donated
vegetables, Fraser River-fishgrmenve@ntributed-salmon ’
and others dongted meat.sl"mwﬁ-m@nths pa$se& before
labour and managezent were able to-reach1an.agreement

4nd it was not until December 1st that the .plant resumed

<
F

1y September 17, 1931, pe 10y
9] Pe lg

-~ %% mno Bratish Columbian, September 19, 1931, p. 1,
September 25, 1931, p. 4. '*oese were ﬁarcel and Henry

. Babourin., ' - “

51 ZThe Bpritish Columbigg September 24, 1931, p. 1.

“ 52 The pansger at. the plant, H.J. Mackin claimed
that the strike was inspired and led by outsiders who
had only recently come to the mill or were not employed
thers. The reprosentatives of the union (celied the
Lumber and Agricultural Workers Industrial Union) sald
the men had suffered four wage reductions ranging from
tén to seven and one half percent and were getting an
average wage of only twenty-two cents per hour. HManager
Mackin denied this, saying that the plant minimum for
boys was twenty-five cents, for men twenty-seven cents
and that in actual practice thirty cents was the minimum
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N Por two decades after its founding Maillardville
kept slong very much the same path. The artginél
fasilles multiplied their progeny and new families from

the east came in one's or two's. But it was not until
Jthe 1920's that the nature of Maillardville began to
alter drastieally both for better and for worsa.,

of ten percent; immediaté union recognition, a closed
shop and compliance with all demands by four &'eclock
in the afternoon of their presentation. When the strike
ended, men who had been obtaining less than forty cents
zer hour were to be restored to the rate in effect prior
o the last cut on July lst. Marriaed men were promised
a five percent increase and unmarried seven oné one~half
percent over pre-strike rates. Shingle sawyers won an
inerease smounting to about ten percent. None of the
other union demands were gaine@. 4Ac¢tually some of the
leading spirits in the strilke were outsiders and one or
twd were candid about their Commnist baekground.
Three leaders at a public meeting at the New Westminster
Legion Hall on September 29,.1931 were Comrade lamont, :
Comrade Bissett and Comrade Tom Ewen. Harold Pritchett,
ocne of the strike leaders was a shingle worker at the
Fraser Nills plant and later was to play a prominent
part in the operation of the International %eodworkers
of America ungan.» = see the Bepitish Col ’
Septenber 18, 19, 25, 30, 1931 and Rovember 21, 1931.

j wage being paid. The anlon demanded a general increase
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Rev.Edmond i/zillard, Q.M.1I.,
fauqﬂer of the parish of Notre
Demé de Lourdes.

%,

Y

arly Corpus Christi procession, in
Malllardville.
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pupils at
Lourdes
school,
about 1923,

Vaillardville'
Pitt River
Road, 1in the
1920's.

The second ‘church

at Notre Dame de

Lourdes,

(The first building
was destroyed by
fire,December,1912)
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CHAPTER III

The change which has taken place in the population
of British Columbia sinee the 1930's is everywhere
evident. Prairie farmers "dried out® duringjthepyéars _‘\

‘of drought, farm werkers, small business men‘énd - <
—TTTT - ~ . .

- young pecple seeking employment have come to the Pacifie

coast in many thousands. The significance of "the great
migration" presents a fascinating topic for some gifted
writer tegevaluate.l There are numerous rsasens given

by the immigrants for this mass~movement‘ﬁo the coast.

 Many farmers were determined that their familles

unequipped with adequate clething,.neupiShment and

fuel should never again endure the hardships of Prairie
winters. Living 1B‘h0pe of a good erop from year fo
year and being repeatedly crushed‘with disappointmeﬁt

was SO embittering that many came to the "Coast" in

search of work in mills, mines or factories.

As Canada slowly emerged from the great depression,

promising new industrial enterprises.aiase in the New

in Junior or Senior High Schools how many of them belong
to families who had moved from the Prairie provinces.
The fraction in a class has never been less than ene-halfﬁhy

S o
Ak . Em

1 ‘A number of times the writar has asked pupils -“KY |

o
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Westminster area, Plants like the Pacific Veneer
Company (%ay>1939) began eperations in the manufacture
of plywood. as establishad mills like the Canadian
»Western Lumber Company and -the élaska Pine Company
copmenced to 1nerease preduction, new shifts were
employed. Many coast men who had been on part-time work
or on relief obtained steady Jobs. When some of the
arrivals from the Prairies who héd come on chance
found‘emplé§ment, word spread to others and the trok

to the coast accelerated.

N Developmenta during the war years brought many
others. Shipyards, steel'plants and inmber mills so
often required more men than they could obtain that
-goldiers on leéve were frequently welcomed as temporary
help. 4s the war ended, British Columbia moved rapldly
~into a business and 1ndustria1 boom which attracted
settlers fram the Prairie provinces at an even faster
ate.\\During this new era of progperity residential
lots in Vancouver and Hew W@stminster»were bought up
rapldly and as desirable lots became scaree;'tha rural
municipalitieé surrounding the éiﬁies»attracted the
overflow, This settlement pattern continues to the |
present dasy. Many thousands from the Prairies and /
elsewhere have chosen the rural munié¢ipalities because

they iiked semi-rural life whergﬁghey»could obtain



o
‘»sméll‘aereages sultable for gardening and the kéeping
|of livestock. Cogquitlam, with Maillardville as its
chief centre, is one of the municipalities which has
eveloped in this manner, Its attractiantarises_fremé
froximity to lumbering anﬂ ﬁlywqbd bbéfations-and to
B variety of active industiies in New Westmingter.

) <§ne of the natural results of the great 1nf1ux :
of 1mmigrants, even baf@re ‘World War II, was a need for
wore school buildings. Until 1938 the extensive \
munieipality of Coquitlam did not have even one ;;;h

J schooi. #upils were able .to proceed onlélaé-far'as o
the eighth grade ;n loeal schoels. If they wished th
receive secondary educatlon the municipal school board
paid their fees for attendance in one of the New West~
minster high schools.) Pupils who utilized this
arrangement joﬁgneyed four miles to New Westminster“

Nat their own expense. (iﬁe construetion, in 1938,

| ©f the first high school was a great forward step for

 the young people of Coquitlam,) Until this time many

. of the youths, the French-Canadians especially, déid not

L e e RN

1 continue beyond elementary schacl,/ Frequently they

, were able to begin work at Fraser Mills or one of the

; other plants when they reached the age of fifteen or

. sixteen. @@ége a local high school waé provided an

| inereasing numbér of students continued in school until

they had taken at least some seéondary-trainingg/ The

o
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) change in attitude was most 1h'eyiaence4in the
French-Canadian element. Ffém‘that'time an inereaéing

(nﬁmbef of the &ouhg.pebple of Maillardville have -

| eompleted high school training. Many have continued

ttheir-edueation-ana now are established in professions
ssuéh.és teaching; phéréaey or nursing. Only a very

| few have ehéseﬁ the priesthood or agcaraer as.égnﬁhuin

/the.serviae of the churchz/y

S

\ The advent of a host of 'outsiders’ to the
fﬁaillardville settlement constituted a threat to the
 homageneity~of race, language and religion, - Many ——
.who bought property within the general area of the

original French Canadian colony were Scandinavian, .
Ukrainian or Anglo-8axon. The erection of a Pfotestant }
church in 1944 wass a development which probably none of |
the French residents had foreseen. The Protestant
;Sunday school which had been operating on the Praser
!Hills téwasite for many years, generally under Baptist
iéuspices, had ebtaihed'magt of its'fdllowing from a
1‘ few Protestant families, a number of them Scandinavian,
iiﬁ the mili towngitég With the growth of Coquitlam the
tiﬁeiseeméd to have comé to move to a strategie

location where the Spnéay School would be able to serve
more people and’wheré-ehurchAsarviees could pe held

, for adults., In the summer of 19444eonstructién began,



and on September 24th an opening ceremony was held.
Although the leaders in the church were Baptist and .

most 6f them were connectaed with the Sapperton Baptist
Chureh in New Westminster, 1t was deeided to operate

under the designatién "Fraser Mills Hall." Later the

name was changed to Fraser M1lls Branch of the;Saéperton
Baptist Church,”" It is now called the Allarﬁ Street .
Baptist Church. In sctual fact, in spite of a strongly 4
evangelical tone in the church it hass constituted no
serious threat to the Catholic domination of the

community.

=

l{ The factor that protec\ted the French settlement 7 '
from becoming Protestant-dominsted by a_proceés.e: |
infiltration was the presence of hundreds of French
Canadians who had come from the Prziries during the' //
years of ‘'the great migration'and ﬁh@ had gravitated in
the direction of aillerdville.?/ Many of these puf:"“\J
N chased lots in the area to the west of the original

v /{ \)'\_‘;.»J.""}_;/ SRR
Maillardville settlement. (In time, the original parish

';hurch, Notre Dame de Lourdes, could not properly care

2 A news story in the Vancouver Sun, November 8,
1950 p. 21, telling of the many newcomers to Maillard-
ville said, the French Canadian population had doubled
there in eight years. In considering the phenomenal
‘growth of the Malllardville community during World VWar II
a question naturally arises about the attitude of the
French Canadlans toward the war. BRecruiting figures
for entries into the armed forces are not available.
The writer knows of one or two isolated cases ameng
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for them. On October 25, 1946, a new parish, Notre
Derwe de Fatima, was erected under Father G.a. Hﬁunier,
O.M. 1. 478t a service held 1n the basament of nearby

e

dlderson &venue public.seheols

Tbe first building project ef th@ ‘new parish was

 the construction of a rectory. This was cempleted by

December 1946 and here the first mass was held en

December 8th. The construction of a church was begun
in Msy, 1947 and soon comﬁleteew <By September,.i948,
a parish school using four rooms at the back of the _

 chureh was in eperatieféﬁ At present the school (now |

" with its own‘building) enrolls about three hunﬂred o
; pupils. Saven sisters {Les Religieuses du Bon Pasteur)

\zed)
conduct the school with the help of two(1a§'teaehers.3

"The parish priest is Father G. Leduc, 0uH.T., and his

&ssistants are FathersErnest Benemmee and Be Bemers.

§\aimast overy moll-known French Canedian district

-

L—-m’*—) )

he young men where resentment ef ecmpulsory military
service was demonstrated by feigning chronic illness
while in service. 0On the other hand a number of the

young men volunteered for duty in the forces and in .

' service won promotions. The voting in the Federal

elections of 1940 and 1945 may not be very significant
20 far as the attitude to war was concerned. In both

riding. (See Reports, Chief Electaral Officer, Federal
E£lections.)

3 Data given to the writer by Father Leduc from
the Parish reeerds.

. elections the Maillardville voters gave a majority to
" the C.C.F. Candidate (C.G. HcNeil, then Colin Johnson)
although Jzmes Sinelalr (Liberal) won a majority in the
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in Saskatchewan and Alberta is riow représéniéd in either
of the two parishes of Maillardville. Most of the new=
cdméré'areAfrom-éueh‘Saskatchéwan comsunities as |
Gravelbourg or Duck lLake e# Qéfiéche. Alberta parishes
of St. Paul, St. Albert and Legal are represented.

There are a few Manitobans from St. Seniface or Winnibeg.
The 0ld parish of Notre Dame>ée’Laurdes has also been
strengthened by the coﬁing of the 1mm1grants, and some
of its most active leaders like Jean Baptiste Goulegh

bttt
- , 4
are comparative newcomers from Saskatchewan.

¢

(%hch of the two ?renab#parishesfcarries-on an’‘

active programme centred. around the school and churggyf

The Church of Notre Dame de Lourdes has been entrusted /

to tﬁgﬁﬁggngigééﬁ;éideé;siﬁgéj1§53 and 4s at preseﬁt‘ /

- s

o . _ !
in the charge of Father Alberic Frechette. Six Ursuline

gisters help Father-Frébhetie and his\assisténts by - (
conducting the parish school; Apart from the regular _|
Sunday M¥ass, there are numerous occasions when the
people meet for special parish gatherings; perhaps to
honour the curé on his birthﬁay,‘or}to celebrate St.

Jean Baptiste day or the anniversary of the coming of

B 5 Since his arrival from’Clemenceaun, Saskatchewan,
in 1944 J.B. Goulet has been very active on the Catholloe
School Board and in other Catholic organizations. The
clergy at Lourdes have been: 1909-1l Oblate, 1911-16
Secular, 1916-48 Prémontré, 1948-53 Secular, 1953 to the
present Franciscan, Father Fréchettes assistants are
Rev. S. Lajeie and Rev. P. Paré. The school enrolls
about 940 pupils (150 secondary, 390 elementary) and
has a staff (including secular help) of 16, In December
1955, Rev. R. Chabot joined the church and “school staff.
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the Franciscans to the parish. At these times the
children of the school ﬁay'present a variety programme
or thé'musleal talent of the parish may be called upon

to provide entertainment. The clergy and representatives
of other French parishes are often lnvited. ’

The yonng parish of ﬁotre Dame de Fatima has
demenstrated remarkable virility since its foundation.
Not a little of the credit for this must be attributed
to the faithful pastor, Father Ledue. He 1s held in
: high esteem. In ¥arch 1955 when the children of the
parish school under the direction of the sisters
prééented a programme in the local thgatﬁe, to honour
the curd on his birthday five hundred people attended
the performance. Last summer (1955) the parishioners
gathered to honour the fiftieth anniversqryvin_the 
priesthood of Father Alfred Demers 0.M.I.,a retired

priest who has given much assistance to the curé.

Bach parish also has its French Canadian elub |
or eirele (Cerele canadien-Frangais), a loeal»égégié;
of the provinee wide Federatian canadleane-Frangais;;j
Annually‘representatives from tbese two eircles and
from the other thirteen _eireles in the Province gather
for a confarence. The purpose of the clubs 1is te foster /

and perpetuate French-Canadian culture, language and

‘religion,
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™\ The two parishes share the problem of conﬁuéﬁing
their schools without any aid from the municipal and
provincial government. A4ssisting the Church in the
direction of these institutions, is a joint Catholie.
Scheol Beard made up of three.mémbers from each parish;s
The board has»serﬁed in an advisery capacity to'the
clergy directing the schools and as an 1nstrument of .
negotistion with municipal authorities in an attempt |
to obtain :eliaf from the tax burden or some degree of

aid from the Provincial government.

In recent yesars there heve been some interesting
indications in the Maillardville parish schools that <7lﬁguﬂﬁi

the schoeol autherities_wish*to learn where they can ¢i /wgJo

from the practices followed by the public schools. Cx/wviﬂu

\)t

P

There has been organized as Association des Parents

et des Haltree Catholiques (A Catholic Parent-Teachers
&sBOciétioﬁ) which endeavours to rasise woney for, and
generally assist, the schools in any possible way.

The parishAsehool teachers participate in the distriet '

conventions of the public school teachers.® There

5 The nembers of the hoard'are: Lourdes varisht .
Napoleon Gareau (chairman) Lucien Cote, Mme. 8. Hamelin.
Fatima parish: Maurice Lizée, Oscar Cheramy and Leo ﬁﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁY

6 Some of the teschers shared in the Lower Fraser

'Valley Teachers® Convention in 1954. La Liberte et _le
triote, November 6, 1954, p. 8. |
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have been some amusing cbncassﬁbns to bilinguslism.
For example, in pupilé programmes of antéftainment,'
children who perform in a concert give English and

French recitatians or songs - alternately.?

Ona'imbortant feature of 11re in Meillardville
is "la Calsse Populaire” (the Credit Union). BEstablished o
‘only in 1947, in thrée yeaés it had sssets totallihg
$200,000, it has §1ayed aﬁ-lmportant part in helping
lgewcamgrs to establish homes. The‘ﬁireeﬁaés~af the
Credit Union can teii of‘mgny'immigrants from othey
provinceéiwho‘have built homes for themselves with

funds advanced by their organization.

N\ The residents in Maillardville have long been
notable for their interest im political meetings,
especially in iha municipal f;glﬂw At,the.preseﬁt
 time (1956) one of the six coﬁneillors in office in
 Coquitlam municipality René Gamache is French.cana@iang/
This is ¥e., Gameche's eighth eonsecntive year on the /
Council.8 Although comparatively few of their nnmbes
have_run for office through the years, their engoyment

7 ‘Cele Recitation « "%hen Grandad Was a Boy",
followed by “Marianne s'en va-t-au Moulin" - Lg Liberte

Qt 19 ?atriote, July 9, 19553 Pe 70 . T é’,
8 Other Frenchocanadians who have served on the :
council in recent years are Tom Efliatrault (1945,1946), .

Alfred Payer (1945-59) and E.J. (Bud) Hammond (1950 1951).
Payer and Hammond both are sons of the early pieneers.
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of a good politieal fight is often a pleasure to watch., ~
Tbié is esﬁecially‘so if éne of‘the'incﬁmbénté has heén
antagonistic to French and Cathelia interests and the
aspirant to offica gives his eppaneat an unoamfortable
time dnring the debates. The 1ssues un&er discussien
need not bhe- vital to French canadian 1nterests = a -
| peeting is worth attending if an unpepular candidate
is 1likely to be embarrassed by his:rivalag ‘The French
Canadians have deveioped'great skiii in hec%ling and
in asking disconcerting questions about municipal
administration. A French-Canadian audience often

coﬁsidérs this as'the best form of entertainment.

The voters of waillérdvilla began to show a /
trend away from their traditional loyalty to the
Liberal party first in the Federal electien of 1935
vhen they suppcrted the C.C.F, candidate, .G. ﬁscweil
who was elscted for the district (Nerth Vaneeuver).
© .8imilarly, in the Provincial election of 1937 the I'rench-
Canadian voters preferred'B.E. Winch (C.C.F.) over -

W.E., Grleve, the Liberal eandidate.lg ,Qﬁa explanation

, 9 This was particularly true during the long
period (1924-1941) when R.C. MacDonzald was reeve.

The Prench-Canadians did not like ¥acDonald and
demonstrated their antagonism by voting agsinst him in
Provincial elaections even when the electoral distriet
gave MacDonald a majority at the polls. See Statement
g; Votes, B. C. Elections, 1949. o

10 goe appendix XYiF.
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for this was the growing stremgth of the union movement /

in the lumber industry and the pro-labour policy of
the C.C.F. | party.

The community, as it has grown; has lost none of
the original enthusiasm for sports it manifested in
the early times., The passibn;foé-baséball"which‘was
éemanstrataa in the days’wheﬁ-the.lu&ber eoépany sponsored
a team: stiil exists. The old ball @ark.has‘leng ginee
fallen into diséepalr ané’the7coapény no longer sponsors
the game, Nevertheless thé Madllardville community 7 7
operstes teams in its own name in two leagues, both \
of which have been champlons in theip realm. Ancther
source of praie is the-gymhaﬂtic.group of the Lady of
Lourdes high sechool which wsn‘first prize in 1954 among
all the schools competing in a Vancouver contest.

This group has won mﬁeh publieity for the échool and

- copmunity by presenting brflef displeys of their talents

as g pralude to major sport events in Vancouver and the
lower mainland,

élthough the ?éeﬂch-ﬁsnadians in ¥sillardville
are constantly aware of their's@paration fron thelr
compatriots in Quebec and from the other large centres
of French Canadian pogulétian@ the péeple.are part=
| icularly favoured with visits from many prominent 7/

churchmen and other leaders from the east. In speeches



delivered to the Cercles Canadien»?rancais
ehcouragement is given to the people, Among the
visitars have been 6. F;liong managingveditor of

Le Devoir, Rev, Fatheb Eervézslais, provincial of the
Pranciscans from Montreal and Jean Bruchesi, the
historian. Such men of note in the east as Gustave
Lanctot and Jean Bruchési have sent books for the i

parish 1library or scholarship prizes for the studentsi
. {

in the schools.ll. v ‘ - \

French Cenadians in Maillardville as well as /
the other French parishes receive a form of "mass
encouragement” each July and August when.scores'of
visitors fro@ the Quebec, the Maritimes, Ontario and
New England'arrive in chartered train coaches‘ugder the
auspices of the Lisson Frangaise. These excursions
planned by the Eastern organirzation give the B. C.’
French~Canadians opportﬁnihy to renew acquaintanee with

relatives whom they have not seen for many years.

One of the major problems in the Maillardville X
community és in other similar French settlements in
British Columbia is maintaining the use of French among
the younger pQOpie. Although many parents insist én




81
French as the medium of expression in the home they
know from thelr own dally experience at work how,
difficult it is fér'themselées;as well as their children
to avoid the use of the English language in daily
contacts. Hsny of the older children do not attend
the parish school but go te the muniecipal Como Lake
High school. Even those whe do attend thévéhurch_;
institutions are constantly mixing with English-speaking
childéren. Cﬁ?&ther parents nor children can banish
the fact that English is the language of the world o

about them and that its use is so often a mattér»of*?ﬂiff??J
necessity, while that of French is a matter of loyalty

and affectiqug When asked about the llkelihood of
continued and eensisteni use of French in the community
Charles Lafleur, one of the ploneers, replied after

the fashion that many do; with a shrug,’“Yﬁu'kncw, it

is difficult; using English, that is the custom,"

\ Two French newspapers attempt to serve the

Meillardville community (and the other French Canadians

in British Columﬁia) - La_Survivance, published in 7o A rne |
Edmonton, and La Liberts et le Patriote of Winnipeg. ™ V&~

’ _ : ke Soleil de
Although la §g£v1vgnce is often recognized as the Vo o rew vaie.
officigl organ for the ?renah—Cangdians of British Awﬁpg/(aﬁﬁw{
Columbia, the representative of the paper visiting o /& %&dha Ja)
Maillardville in October, 1954, reported that only

twenty-five families were subscribers. He succeeded

“4n selling seventy-five more subscriptions before his



return. 12 some families, particularly those from

Saskatehewan or Manitoba prefer La l te et le
but its reading 1is not wid&gpread. a’faw residents buy

Easterh,papers-like Lé Devo;riand La P;ease{, Siﬁce the /
vancquﬁer gnd New Westminster dailiés.are»read évarywhere
throughou§ the community, ’wéeklytjournaié, éuch as the

two Prairie papers are at a great disadvantage.

: 4 gréat source of encouragement to the French
Canadians- in ¥alllardville has been the formation since

_ | World War II of two now parishes, one in Vancouver,

the other at Port Alberni. ng_vaneouVGr’parishvwas”’"f

f?E§é9ﬂ4iﬂ;£§}§1_EEf§g;anﬂ services. were held'tempararlly

in a rented room at the Good Shepherd Convent. The

building was begun‘in September, 1947 and the ﬁéw‘church

L'Eglise du Saint-Sacrament was dedicated in June of the

following year. The church, led by'thefcuﬁg"Eather_‘ /.-:L .
‘Zéphifan"Bélanger; has growﬁjstéadiiyjuntil‘tberevare

now some three hundred twentyufivg familles (nearly

all Frencb—speaking) servedAby 1t,13 Assisting

12 M. Eugene Trottier cited 1n Lg Lgberte et Lg
etriote; October 10, 1954, p. 9. -

13 The dedication service at the school was very
ippressive. In addition to church dignitaries and the
pastors from many parishes, Mayor Hume of Vancouver and
the French consul attended. Statistics and other data
given by the cure. Also La Li o_Pg >
fugust 14, 1954, p: 7, and February _; ) ;.p§>g§




Pather.Bélanger-are Fathegs Philip Mercier, Lﬁeien .
Goyer, Jean Louis Lemire and Donald ﬁurphy;14 In 1954

S —————

a funderaising campaign to bnild a school was undere
ittt Wi

- e e, — i —
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the editors of Le Devoir in ﬁontreal, partieularly _ |

takea. Considerable help in the eampaign was given by )

- Fanton e P .o
e e T B L i % W e e Y NI S g T TS

Pierre Laporte and Gerard Filion. 4s a rasult of the

papé;“s appaals some $23,000 of the required 863,!*%

s DA abia
was ralsed. Subscriptions came from all over Eastern

a;;;g;’ggg*ghe Prairies in aid of the project. The

building was started in June, 1954 and by the end of

~ the September was ready for use., Five sisters (Soeurs °

‘du Bon-Pasteur) from Quebaé arrived during the summer ig )
and helﬁfclasaes for several weeks ln'temporary‘quarters

until the building was ready. Thelpupils,diviaed among |

four elassrooma 1n the first year, nusbered 10 .//

In addition to the ususl érganiéations which
operate to perpetuate French culture and Catholicism in
the Malllardville parishes, the Vaneouver church ﬁas
the only branch in B. C. of the 8.€.J.C. (Association .
Catholique de Jeunesse Canadien5 a religious-patriotic ‘

organization eriginaggng.in Qnebae, In connection with

14 In Septembar 1955, another assistant came in the
person of the Rev, P. Malo, Trained in English, he was
expected to help in the work among thé English Cathelics.

: triote, September 24, 1955, p. 8.
was reca‘,ed to: Quebe¢ for duty there in
L t le Patriote, January 21, 1956,

Father 'oyer
January, 1956.

Pe 9
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 the church there 'is also a Trouge,ﬂbliébe,_a drams elub )
which has often staged productions t0 ra1ééEmon9y.for tha .
parish. Le Cercle cana&ien—Fransaié is very active and T”J
participates strongly in the-?édératién Géna&ienne- ' ;
Frangaise. Both Maillardville and Vancouver have Frenéh|
councils of the Kn%gg}q of 001u9§3§‘wh1ch work 1ndust- '
riously for the ;;ffhé;;;;;ugéwthe ehurcha There ls
conaiderable feeling in the parish that the French
language csn be maintained in spite of the disadvantages‘/
of a location where there‘are hundreds of thousands of
Ehglish~speak1ng neighbours. Father Belanger states

that while some members of the parish have long been
resident in Vancouver, the ma Jority of them are'from{
various points on the Prairies and some are_ditect;y;

from the East.15

The three parishes in the Lower Mainland hgve an
additional aid to the survival of FrenehQCanédian-ism .
in the;é twenty-minute weekly radio prqgramme‘“Ecoutez-‘\L//’
Mous" broadcast over atation;C.Kgﬂ;w;, New Westminster
each Sunéay night. Lafgely musaééi invnature,'lf uses \V/
loeal talent and selected recoréings either from Eastern
Canada or from France. The announcaments are mede

both in French ané English., =

15 Father 2, Belanger to the writer august, 1955,

¥ .CBWF -~Rm " Rad o ‘C.anqcla:.s [r-
- Iangs'ﬁfho‘y\ sterted Dec 1, 1967.
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The fourth and most recent ?renéb»Canaéian,parish
to be established is that at Porg_ﬁlbegnig The parish
was founded on July 2, 1950 under the naméjef Natré‘]‘*s/aﬂbz(
Dame des Victoires. Servieces éere held for a time — - Al
in an English Catholie church. Since ¥ay 6, 1951,
the congregation has been using a temporary church and
rectory, actually part of a bullding which haé been .
- converted to use as a parochial school.} The ﬁuilding
thus employed is the one kneﬁn formerly as A,;rremsmith
Lodge, which was used as an army hospital during World
War II. Since August, 1950, the men of the two Catholic
parishes (the Holy Family Church and the French)have
laboured to convert this into a parochial school to
serve both parishes.17 It has been difficult to malke
the bullding, with five wings; serve the purpose of

classrooms, a Sister's Residenba and a temporary church,

‘The 8chool was 02f10$@11y.opened in September
4, 1951. _When :t;beégn the school had 151 children,
“of whom sevehtj-five were French. By 1954-1955 the
enroliment had grown to two hundred, of whom ninety-five

16 The School has been called the “Father Smith
Memorial School" after the Rev. Father 4.G. Smith,
pastor of the Holy Family church for twenty years.

17 rather Brazeau to the writer, August 12, 1955, ;},
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were from French families. The school affers all graées
from threge to twelve and will add graées one and two as

teaching sisters are provided.

The feunéer of the parish, Bev. Father Wilfred

Brazeau, a.F.ﬁ., 1s still curé at the ehureh.18

are six teaching sisters at the school (Sisters of

There

St;iénn).and‘;t 1s planned to add more when they become
avéilablé, iFathe2 Bragzoau reports there are tée hundred
ferty'families on the parish records. The parents

use Féench'wiﬂely.bnt_the speech of ihe children is a
mixeuré of English anaﬁFienéh._,French i5 ususlly spoken
in. the home, but és in maay settlements where many of
the péOple have net‘had thorough training 1nvgobd'
French, the language ls efteﬁ-interspersedkwith English
words and idioms._ The great_égJOrity of the members of |
the parish are from 835k§tchewan tewné like ﬁaventure ‘
and Victoire.19 Some have come from Manitoba and a
few from eastern centres 1like Montreal and Valleyfiéld.

are underway to begin a new church bullding very soon.,

18 From August 30 1951 to August 9, 1952
Father Fidele Chicoine O.F.ﬁ. was serving at the church.

19 g0 the writer from Rev. Father W. Brazeau,
Avgust 12, 1955, Father Brazeat was most courteous and
co-oyerative in supplying all the information given
here about the Port Alberni parish.

ot Le Patriote November 19, 1955,

Recent reports from Port Alberni indicate that plans _‘L A@%@\
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Another community which expects to have a 7 %QJ%@\\
French~Canadlan parish established soon is Victoria. / |

Tbere, a French-Canadian group registered under the
Societies Act in 1941 as "Le Club Canadien-frangais de
1la Colombie Britannique", has been ralsing a special
fund toward the establishment of a church for the
?rench-Canédian group.2l The Cercle Canadien~franesis
in the_capital city 19'one of the most active in the
provincé.aa One resident reports ﬁhereva_re numserous
French-~Canadian immigrants from all_parts of Cahada,

especially from the three Prairie provinces&23

In October of 1954, the Cercle of Victoria was
host to representatives from all the others in British
Columbia, at the tenth annual congress of the Federation
cénadienne-franeaise. Some eighty delegates listened
to speeches from various leaders and discussed various

methods of facilitating the survival of the French-

21 The annual gatherings of the cludb during the
war were gpeh publicized in Victoria and were attended
by Frenchedgnggians from all over the island, ineluding
some persenné?géifgam the armed forces. zg% Eic g%

Qi0ONnisg ,’?‘J\me "24’ 1941’ Pe 6'; July 14’ 42’ De
zggTbefq;ub raised over $£540.00 on one occasion
alone bylgyb'zqﬁi toward a church building. La Lgbggta

et T4gte;r.October 16, 1954, p. 11.
2 F £ ;-':‘i’
QQVME Q;G. Terrien to the writer, February 25, 1956.

She says akéé%mést of the arrivals came after the war,
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- Canadian race and langusge. The president, Dr. Leon
.’Beaudoing, a physielan from Maillardville, encouraged
the members by reference to the example of the Acadlans
“now on the poiht of cqnstitutiqg, aﬁly:two hundred
years after their near annihilation in 1755:'the |

second province with a Freneh.majogigy;u24 -

in Vieteria thé'Freneh-Canédians‘éfe féitﬁh&ﬁa |
in having a social centre, the 1arge home of Mr. and Mrs. N:E °
George iTerrien on Joan Grescent, ﬂeéiaated to thelr
gatherings. From Decomber 2, 1946, the .Terriens havef

callgd their home "Au Vieux Quebee."ag. Heremeetings,{
conferences, recreatienal programmes, gven1ngs of-

enjoying folklore are frequent and official féceptions

are held for‘iisitors from the East. Victoria has also

a very active branch of the Alliance Frangaise which

some of the French-Canadians attend although 1t is

usually regarded as an organization representing French
cultﬁre rather than Frenéh-Génadian.aé Like the French-
cénadians_in ?éncdnvar'an& Maillardville, the Victorians

25 @heﬁ,aékeﬂ it more French-Cenadian settlers
continue -to come to Victoria Mme. Terrien's reply w3s
"Oh, oui! Prineipal facteur - le elimat doux."

26 In the early days Victoria-attrected "FPrancals.:
de France” who had first come to California., Some
immigrants still come there from France and their arrivals
are often _included in the Victoria news printed in
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are often visited by preminant Freneh~Caaaéians from
the east who generally address meetings of the Cercle

and eneeurage the people.

‘ ?he prinpipal organization in‘the~prgvince Q;i;

? wh@ie for bnilding_morale,ameng:tbe.Frqnch—canadlans

/ is the_cercle»Ganadien§fsangais. Generai}y during the.

) past ge?erél years‘fonfteen or fifteen of.theééiéeréles.
have been in operation at ‘centres like aaillérdéille (2),
Vancouver, Vietoria, Port Alberni, New Westminster,
Sapperton, Kennedy, 010verdalé,'8te§estan, Xhlowng;

[ Pentieten, Duncan and Wanaimo. In addition there are'

} unarganlzed groups at Mission, Port Eoody, Langley
Pralrie, Kamloops, Nelson, Trail, Prince Rupert, Prince
| George, Vernen, ﬁerritt, Terrace, Chemainus and Laaysmith.

the circles and the annual Congress of the Freneh

' Canadian Federation seem valuable rallying forces ameng

f the pe@ple.27

. —
Within the generasl organization of the Federation

: there is an Education Committee (Comite d*Edueation) _____
which seeks to assist the four French parochial schools.;
One 111ustratian of the cemmittee's work was its

spensorship of g meeting on Qctober 24, 1954 of all the

27 Report of Donat Savole at .8 _Ir
L,anane saise in Quebec, June 18-26, 1
“Editions Ferland, 1953, Pe 7-68.
At the 11th annual provincial congress of the French
Canadian Federation held" October 9-11, 1955 at Notre
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French teachers of the four parish schools. When the
teachers met, a Council for the Teaching of Fremech in
B, C. (Conseil de 1'Fnseignement du Frangais en Colombia)
was formed. The principal work assumed by thls bedy
was to plan é aniform'pfog§aﬁéé for teﬁéhiég'?rench"in
‘the schools and to hold an interschéoi é¢ébét1tién‘6f
French students (Concours de #ééngais Interscolaire)
fdk-pupils.of the first three:géadeé in théffOur’pQEISh
Institutions.2 o
Leaders in the ?reneh-ﬁanadi@n Feqeﬁatxon'qre
well éware that there are many clusters of tﬁeir éoﬁ-‘

‘patriots, many recently arrived, scattered throughout

Dawe de Fatima parish in Maillardville the president,
Dr. Léon Beaudoing reminded the delegates (about one
hundred from seven communities) of the need of deter-
mined effort to preserve French culture. He reminded
his audience of the Association motto ¥Dieu et Nos
Droits = Nous Maintiendrons". He spoke of the '
"pa-Frenchization® (refrancisation) of children at school
and at the family hearth. Among other matters a motion
was passed that "In view of British Columbia celebrating
in 1958 its one hundredth (50eme /5igY’) enniversary and
the French~-Canadian element having. played a premier role
smong the pioneers that the Federation participate in
the celebrations’as their compatriots:had,zust dene in -
the Alberta and Saskatchewan centenariess (from the
Report 6f the Eleventh Annual French-Canadian Federation
of British Columbia, October 30, 1995.)

28 ;Q_L;Egggé; November 6, 1954, p. 9& »
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the province who could be organized into Cercles
Frangals~Canadiens 1if resﬁensible leaders were aéa;lable.
Bven a casual gianee at the Prince George Directory for
1994 indicates that numerous French»ﬁanadians-aré-._
located in the little mill-towns in that srea. An influx
 of about»fekty French~Canadians in the pgst‘slx-yéérs is
reported in the Gherryviiié distriect about‘fifteen:

miles east of Lumby. They have been described as
eeming'maétly from aroun@ Montreal and Quebec. ‘Most of.
them were lumbermen before they came, and here all are
engaged in logging or lumbering..g9 Instances like this

may be found in many areas.Bo 4 number of factbrssi

datermine!whether the neweomers will remain French-
Canadian - theié‘awn will to survive culturally, the
nature of thelr environment and the degree of effert
eierte&,by organizations such as the French Canadian

Federation to influence -them.

? Mre. 4ann Bourcet, to the writer, August 10, 1959,
and ¥r, T.J. Tull to the writer, October 4, 1959,

30 p, Hason Wade when in Vancouver in July, 1954,
mentioned to the writer a report of French-Canadlans
immigrating to the Kitimat project. The writer found
over two hundred French-Canadianm names llsted under
Kitimat in the directory. Many spparently had worked ”\
at Arvida and were trained in technical jobs as "cranemen," .
"pot operators,” "erust breakers” and "foremen."

pince Rupg¢ irectory 1955, B. C. Directories Ltd.,
Vancouver, B. C., ‘ ' ' o
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 CHAPTER IV

In the fo?égaing pagesitneastaryief'zhe‘eoming
of the French-Canadians has been‘relateﬁvénd s des-
criptionfgiveﬁ of their settlements aﬁd'effertg tel
survive in a cultural sense: It seems nscessary-at
this point to pause £ér~a'm6ment and analyze 8o far
as available statistics will éermiﬁ the position of
the Frenchmcamadiaas in relation to the other elements

of the province.

-

Proportionately the number of French-Canadians
in British‘éelumbia.has never beenfve#y,imyéesaiveo
vThe following table shows their-numbe: and their |
position in terms of percentage in rélatiaﬁ>t9 tha

total population of British Columbia.

S omame 1
The Proportion of B:. €. Regsidents of French Origin.l
Year  Total | ‘Pepcent of
L population fronch, OF French Origin
1881 - 44,459 916 2.6

o2 Census_ef Canada, 1881, Vol. I, pp. 298+299§
Census of Canada, 1901, p. 284; Census of Canada, 19il,
Vol, II, p. 1683 Census of Canada, 1921, Vel, I, ppo 358-
3593 Census of Canada, 1931, Vol. II, pp. 482~4983 -
Census of Canada, 1941, Vol. IV, p. 204; Census of Canada,
1951, Vol. I, Table 34. -




TABLE. I (continued)

dear  Iotal

77 'population ch
1891.' - ‘Figures not*given-
1901 178,659 4,924 .7
1911 392,480 8,907 2.3
1921 524,582 11,246 2.1
1931 694,263 15,028 2.2
1941 817,861 - 21,876 2.6
1951 1,165,210 | 41,919 3.6

It may be noted here that the higher peréenﬁaae in
- 1881 and 1901 than in the follcwing forty years can
\be explained by the fact that up to 1901 French-
!Canadians were not competing in numbers with the
hosts of British and European immigrants that soon:
began to invade the province. The.larger proportion
reflected in the census reports following 1931 reflects
‘principally the influx from the Prairie Provinces during

and after the depressien period.

The number of Quebec-born in relation to the
tetal population and number of reaidents ef French

origin ean be seen from the table given below.
. \ . ' - - . A

I

\ . \
Ty b=l

(o



L Y paBLE 1T L e\
Number of B, C. Besidents, Quebec Born, 1881-1951.
Qal" Ttal B, C., ; /."/

Population / gggnc
. ' /.
[
[ 916

396 .89

1881 44,459 | |
1891 98,173 S 2,567 . 2.6
1901 178,659 4,924 4,329 2
1911 392;48Q- ‘f 8,507 '7,496 L 1.9
1921 524,582 | 11,246 8,248 1.6
1931 694,263 | 15,028 9,226 ' 1.3
1941 817,861 | 21,876 9,627 1.2
1951 1,165,210 | 41,919 13,968 90

 Although it is not necessarily true that the
Quebee~born aﬁe'of‘Fﬁench»origin, it is péobablé tbey
‘ nearly all are.: It should be noted that nﬁtwithstanﬁing '
the great deeline 1n the percentage of Quebee—hern 1n
E'1951 about one-third ef the people of French orizin
in British CQIumbia at that tima had come from Quebec.
4 comparison of the aumber of Quebecoborn resident in
k the province in 1941 with the numbar 1n 1951 1ndicates
§ that some 5,341 barn in Quebee anxered the prcvince
{ in the ten-year perieﬁ, It 1s probable that many of

the immigrants who came»from the Prairie provinces in

.

2 Flgures for number of Quebec born taken from
Census ef Canada, 1931, Vol. I, Table 23, p. 524 (a
review table); 1921, Vol.. I1 De 2463 1931, Vol,
Table 473 1941, Vol. v, p. él&; 1951 Vol. I, Tabie 47.
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this décaée had]criginally'resided in Quebec. Some
persons in_ﬁalllardvillezwho have eamé in:the.last '
ten er,fifteen years say that.théy wefe born\in Quebee,
.moved to Saskatchewan or Alberta éany years égo tovgérm,
and thén came’ to theCoast. -

The foiiawlng_tabulation'shaws the comparative

distribution of the people of French origin throughout
Aﬁhe-province according to the censuses from 1881 to 1951.

V TABLE III T e

Geographicél Distribution of Residents of French~0rigin.3

Year Chief Centres or Aress
1881 916  New Westminster (218), Yale, (including
' Cariboo and Okanagan) (270), Vietoria
Districet (159), Vancouver and
Nanaimo (139) _ :

3851 | - Ho figures available _
1901 4,924 | Vénceuvér Cit .(598), New Westminster
: District (48835 Victoria City (307),

Kootenay, southriding (387)
Kootenay, Nelson riding (35%.,
Kootenay West, Rossland (754
Kootenay West, Slocan (25%), %ale,
- (501) - '
: SN N K
1911 8,907 Comox (248), Skeena (249),; Cranbrook

(203), Fernie (239), Kamlobps (318),
Victoria City (340), Ymir“(277),
Dewdney, including Maillardville (295),"

\Hew Wes{minSter city (285), Vancouver
eity (2,256),«0kanag%9 (414) ‘

3 From the Census of Canada Reports, 1881, 1901,
1911, 1921, 1931, 1941, 1951. '



TABLE III (continued)
| .Eeg' . OE '
enc

Yooz

- 1921

1931

1941

1951

Sricin

11,246

15,028

21,876

41,919

. .
Vaneeuveﬁﬁﬁurrard (949), Fort George
(323),_Kamloobs (417), fomdx (373),
Dewdne§ (374), Port Coquitlam (438),
Victorid' City (359), Kooteray East.
(665), Kooteniy West (841), Skeéna
(38‘))%331th ( 316 ),uNew W@stmmﬁtsr

: e -

* Kootenay River Upg:r (490), Columbid’
R. South (403); Okanagan and Shuswap 1
Upper (656); Port Alberni®(39),
Coquitlam municipality™(872), New
@estminster?¥332§. Burnabyv(450),
Vancouver ¥(4,480), Victoria (4965%*

Kootenay B. Uppér (596), Columbia R)

" South (624), Kootenay and Slocan (534),°

Okansgan Shuswap (937), Coquitlam
s (1,573), Port Alberni (209)} Prince
nGaorge t263)‘ Surrey'(374), New
Westminsterﬁz?sa), Burnabyy(635),
Vaneouver (6303)v

 DBivision 1 (Cranbrook, Fernie, Kime

verley and district) i,Béég

% Division 2 (Revelstoke, Rossland,

Trail, Castlegar, Salmo, Kaslo, Nelson,
Slocan, Creston and district) 2,098

# Division 3 (Vernon,; Armstrong, Enderby,

Summerland, Kelowna, Ollver, Penticton
and district) 2,473s Division 4 (Lower

{- ®Fraser Valley, New Westminster,

Yancouver and district) 22,862{a
ivigion § (South Vancouver Islande

D
'} Vietoria, Alberni, Campbell River,

Comox, Alert Bay, Gulf Islands) 6,260
Division é (North Thompson, Kamloops,
Herritt, Salmoh Arm; Lytton, Lilloocet) -
1,834s Divisicn 7 (Bella Coola Rnight

¢ Inlet, Comst, Powell River, Westview)

7743 Division 8 (Wechako<Fraser~Parsnip,

s Prince George, McBridey, Quesnel,

Williams lake, Burns Lake and distriet)
2,402; Divisicen 9 (Atlin, Portland Canal,

¥ prince Eﬂg@fﬁ, Skeena, Queen Charlotte

Islands) 819 and Division 10 (Fert

N St._John; Pouse Coupe aend distriet)

1,031,
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It is regrettable that the use, for the
tabulation of returns, of large census divisions
which comprise many communities does not perait

observation of the number of residents of a part- .

 ieular racial origin located in each individual

district or municipality. It is however, of some
value to be able to see the distribution according
to general areas.

S~

More important than the total number of persons

—

of French erigin'in the previnge are the siaelstics
which indicate thé éegreewtﬁ whiéh-the Freﬁeh'“ o
language- and the Roman,Catbolic faith are being
retained by these persons.“ An analysis of these

phases 13 attempted 1n the subsequent tables,

- ——

The 1951 Census shewed that 39;433 people

of British Columbia spoke both English and Frenchh

[

- The following table shows the eonggibnt;ans of the
“ people of French origin and of Eﬁglisﬁ;ﬁrggin to
the biiingual groups., . ” |



.

v PABLE IV

The Raelal Origins of Bilingual Residents and the Pergent
of Bilinguals 1n the two Principal Ethnie Groups:

Speaking both
languages

French origin
bilingual

British origin
bilingual

Other origins
bilingual

~ An analysis such as the following shows clearly
" the tendency of British Columbia residents to adopt
English as their mother tongue and hence become

" assimilated in terms of language used.d

v/ TABLE V

Racial origin 766,189 41,919
Kother Tongue 963,920 N - 19,366
Surplus | 197,731 (25.80)  Dofiett 22,553 (54%)

(SN,

4 For the data given in Tables IV-XI utilized from
the Census report of 1951 the writer is indebted to the
article of Riehard Ares 8. J., "Le Position du Franiais"-
This article ¢er@*naﬂter ref@rred %o as Ares, Relations,
July, 1954: Areés, also.; points out that in comparison
with other censusass the French contribution to bilingualism
in B, C. has never been 8o low and the British never so
high and that there are almost ss many British bilinguals
in B. €. alone as in the three Prairie provinces combined:
14,725 as against 16,254 for the three together.

5 Ares, Rélations, July 1954.
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While the English language is being'used by
25.8% more residents than there are peeple of British
origin, 54% of the residents of Freneb origin refer

to English as their mother tonsue.,.

s © = e
s o i

A1s0 more important than the factor of the
numerical strength of the Frenchncanaﬁién;eleﬁent'ié
the statistical evidence on the survival of French as a
mother tongue and the relation between the number of
residents acknowle¢ging French as their mother tongue
and the number of residents gi#ing French as iheir racial

criginy

‘The following table shows the position of the two
official languages as used by the people of British

Columbia according to the 1951 census;é
" Vet
Languﬁss_ﬁeezzn Percentage using
, . aniuase
English only 9558
 French only = 5 - .06%
Both - | C 39,433 3.4
Neither : : 12,113 . 1%

From this table it is cleér.that tne'environment

6 ards, Rélations, July 1954;
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of .Briﬁs:h Columbia has a:uféo'st« eliminated the importance
of French as the sole langiage of residents iﬁitﬁgj
provines. Surprisinglyg the number of thesa aSle to
spéak*?renéhg(46,160)fappr@xiéatea the number of British
Columbia of Féénéh‘aéigin. In aetual fact;'hewever,
some 22,852 of the residents of French origin declare
that they have a knowledge of English only. -This is

revealed in the suceeedingftable;

v PABLE VII
Cansdians of French origin knewzng only English (1941,1951)7

1941 = 51.58
1951 ®  54.5%
Growth in : | B
Ten years 11,576 20,043 3%

The inereage in the number ef-anglicized,pgrsens
by the number of 11,576 in a ten-year peried is keally
more than a quarter of all the group ;tséif»(41;919)§;
When 1t 1s realized further that 23,851 (56:9%) of the
peoplé of Fneaehfbrig;n have now come to acknowledge
English as thelr mother tongue the situation appears

very ﬁi$¢0ﬂ03ftiﬂ$&

7 Arés, Eé;gtggpst,Jﬁlyx 1?54§;
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Some 4mpression of the extent of survival of

the Frenchvlanguagd may be obtained from the following

statisties baseé’on’three’census,repertssa

< TaBLE VIIT
Yeor  Ere ;
. Op | Jiot! tongy et
1931 15,028 7,768 . 5%.5%
1941 21,876 11,058 | 51.8%
1951 41,919 19,366 46,08

If ome compares the éiscrepancy betwsen origin'
and language (75260 « 19313 10,818 - 19415 22,593 = 1951)\
strictly in terms of numbers, it may be noted this
discrepancy has\tripleé in the twenty-year pericd.

&4 more eﬁeouraging picturé.is thax shownﬁby a
table indicating grawtﬁ‘in the number of residents of
French origin anﬂ’égé@thtinitsrmétbf tbe_numper of res;@énts
who call French their maternal language. {Comparison ofi'

figures in Table VIII)

TABLE IX |
Beriod Growth. accopdlr  growth
| o origin o Tapguage
1931-1941 - 6,848 . 3,290
1941-1951 20,043 8,309 7

8 Aréé,'réi;tions, Jnly,1954;~
91"—%-&5‘1—' '
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The growth under the first head is more then
double that under the second = an indication of the
heavy losses in the acknowledgement ¢f French as a-
mother tongus. 8till there is~censiaerablevgrawth51n

the number of residents of French origin,

If one examines the situation of the Ffeg&h:gteup'
in terms of percentage of the.total pepulet&en,ﬁpdép |
the following heading there 15 a notewortby»advgncqment;
QSpeciallyfwlth respoct to thé inecrease in the.ﬁumbar
of residents in British Columbia of French 6rigln.19

Year

1931 15,028 (2.168) of 2,290 (1.05%)
total :
| , population » L
1941 21,876 (2.55%) 11,058 (1.358) 9,932 (1.21%)

1951 41,919 (3.58%) 19,366 (1.66%) 17,721 (1.48%)

Yet, the more significént conelusions ariéeffrom
the second and third comparisons, the percentages of the
people who acknéwiedgeiFrench‘as mother tongue and who

give both their origin and maternal langusge as French.

10 Ares, Relations, July 1954.
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It is these residents who may be instrumental in
perpstuating Proneh language and cultura. They amount
to enly one and one-half pereent of the total population

in the province.

To summarize the salient 1tems cf the foregeing
tables it is important to stress thesa faets ~ Qf the
41,919 British Columbia residents of French origin in
1951, 233851 (56.9%) nQW'name:English as their maternal
languagos 225852.(54.5%) disclose that they have'ha
working knOwiedge'éf French; and 0n1y,17§2?1 £f}q2%2
profess French as their mother tongue,

——

.

4s compared with the other Western provinces,.

British Columbia has the worst réc@rd for losses in the

French language between 1941 and 1951.11 - l~-7/

| ~ TABLE XY o
Provinee - French | . Enplish |

1941 1951 . 1941 1951

Manitoba 84.8% 76,08  14.68 22,44
Saskatchewan 75.4% | 64,9% o 23;4% -32;7%
Alberta 68.0% 56,98 - 29.9%8  39.9%
B. C. . | 45.48 41,28 55.6F  56.9%

| In the four western:provinces there is a rapid
1ncr@ase 1n the acceptance of HEnglish as the maternal

language and a marked decrease in the use of French.

1 hres, aé;aszeag. July 1954.
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The picture becomes gradually worse the fuéthef weat
one travels. The ehly really gratifying ocbservation
that can be made 1s that the absolute number of
lresidents of French origin has nearly doublea in ten
jyears (21,876 in 1941, 41,919 in 1951) and that this
/represents a rise from 2, 7% to 3.6% in spite of an
{ overall populstion growth of tremen&ous proportions,

f In this sanaé, then,'thete is an erlarged potential

| for the fostering of French Canadian nationallsm.
Keeping in mind that the culture which French-

- Ganadians wish to nourish iz Roman catholic in religion
as well as French in langusge, it is 1mportan% %e
examine the degrece. of survival in this respect so far
as British Columbia is concerned. Leaders in the

| mevemené to preseﬁve'?reneh-ﬁana&ian nationalism in

A‘British Colugpbia are painfnlly aware of the varions

)threats te their culture. Mixed marriages 2re cone

.Astantly referred to as a major 1nstrument in facilitating
absorption by the English Speaking and Protestant
majority. Statistics of mixed marriages in terms of

~ loss to the Catholic faith!are.very difficult to obtain,
The annual reports from each parish give always the
total of mixed marriages which have taken place during
“the year. But these marriages may not_reéult in the
actusl loss of the French and Catholic individual to
his (or har)hreligioué and ethnic group. A study made
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by Abbe Limoges and reported at the 2nd French

Language Congress d1d not abow British Colnmbia ,
French-Canadians to be special offenders in numbers of
mixed marriages.12 On the other<hand Leonidas Joubert,”
in another analysis placed the number of mixed marriagas
at 5,312 among the 15,028 French residents in B, C,

in the 1931 census.33 |

Whatever the~a¢tﬁal number of these matrimonial '

alliances:may be they cannot be everleoked g8s a -
serious eentributing factor in the assimilative procesa.
. They were mentioned by Donat.sav§1e, one of the British
'colngpis.delegates}tp_the 3rd ?rench_Language Congress
in 1952 as a grave proﬁiem thtaatening the Frenche
Canadian in British columbia.‘ Attendance at ﬁublie

: 5qhqols was given by M, Savoie”aé another undermining

- influence.

Although the data. on mixed marriages does not
permit definite conclusions to be made regerding thelr
significance in leading to cultural assimilation,
there is ample evidence that the abandbnment of the

4}

13 pes Groupements Canadians—frangais au Canadag

Etnﬁeg Economiques, Montreal, Editions Beauchemin, 193
Ps . : , N
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Cathelic faith by residents of French or131n41n

British Columbia has reached s point where alérm is

more than Justifieé. The following table shows that
losses among the French-Canadians to the Roman Catholie’
\faith in British Columbia far exceed praportionately

{those in any other province. - S
~ TABLE XII

People of Canadian Provinces and Territories of grench
Origin - Roman Gatholie'and Non-Roman Cetholic.}

ﬁ;ésaa

Newfoundland 9,841 8,570 1,471 13.9
Prince Ed. Island 15,477 15,040 437 2.8
Nova Scotia 73,760 61,229 12,531 16.9
New Brunswick 197,631 192,530 54101 246
Quebec 3,327,128 34302,094 25,034 +79
Ontario 477,677 417,570 60,107 12.8
Manitoba 66,020 59, 596 6,424 9.9
Saskatchewan 51,930 44,400 7,530 14.4
Alberta 564185 44,924 11,261 19.9
B. C. 41,919 27,421 14,498  (34.6,
Yulton 645 484 161 24.9
N, W. Territorfes 954 880 7.9

Here we see that the losses to the .Catholic faith

in the Western provinces parsllel the decrease in the use

14 geatistics for totals of residents French origin
and Roman Catholic faith taken from Census of Canada,
1951, Vel. I, Table 35,
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of French as maternal language = the pictﬁre worsens
progressively the farther oné travels from the "mothere
léné,“ Quebec. It may be noted also that the psrcentage
of loss in British éolumbia is almost double that in any

other pravince,15

_ From almost ahy‘.v1eﬁpoint it can be seen that
in British Columbia the prospects for the continuance
of French-Canadian nationalism do not warrant buoyant ¢
hope. It is the realization of this fact that has
spurred ardent Canadlens to promote organizations like
the Federation CanadienneeFrangaise with its local
toercles and to labour and sacrifice toward the goal
of establishing of French-Canadian parishes with all
possible speed. In the light of the situation as des-
eribed in the foregoing pages it is not difficult to
understand why British Columbia Caradiens visiting
in Quebec have been moved many times to make impaséiened.
pleas for help and why Quebec ‘patriots' have given

many thousands of dollars to aid the French-Canadians here.

: 15 1¢ is interesting that the common statement
; that losses of faith and language are far greater in the
‘ urban areas dces not prove true in British Columbla, Of
| the provinces 41,919 people of French origin, 27,839
| are given as urban and 18,411 or 66.5% of these are Roman
' Catholic. Of the 14,080 rural residents of French origin
9,010 or 64,74 have remeined Catholic,
L The 14,498 non-Catholic French Canadians are
'given as Church of England 3,996, Baptist 670, Greek
- Orthodox 23, Greek Catholic 10, United Church 6077,
others 2056, Census of Canada, 1951, Vol. I, Table 35.




108

¥hen 859 pupils in Maillardville's cgthalic

i schools went Yon strike® bn April 1, 1951’te support i
their parents! demand for some relief from the burden

of "double" school taxess the story made the headlines
of British Columbia pspers and Was published far beyond
the limits of the Pacific Coast province. To many —
readers this was simply the feeble resurrection of a
battle fought on & much larger scale years before in
Hanitoba and Ontaric. To a degree this impression was
true,but few realized that the Separate School question
in Maillardville had some facets pecullar to the community
alone. The demonstration in Maillardville was the
"hoiling~over? of a broth of grieéances accumulated

over a long period.

Before describing the scheol problemAas it pree |
vails in Maillardville, it would be profitable to analyse
briefly the convictions underlying Roman Catholic
education. Father Henri §t. Denis, gspeaking in a
symposium at Queen's University in 1945 emphasized

that Frgnch Canada

does not conceive education divorced
from religion. Religion must be at
the very base of all conscious living
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and mpust form the soul of all |
thinking. All education sccordingly
is a study of God and there iz no
such thing as secular education,

. though of course, there can be
secular instruction, but then instruce
tion and education are not synonymaus.l

Father St. Denis explained further that to his church

"education must be based upon man’s spiritual nature

and eternal destiny. It is not conflmed to man's

rere physical ethicszl and intellectual development.

It should educate him for eternity as well as for

time." For this reason; he sald French Canada has

confessional schools permeat@d'with-religian.

In commenting oﬁ acknowledgments by educationalists
outside the Church of the importance of religioug
instruction and the reasons they offered for banishing
religion ffom the curriculum, he charged that the
public schools were attempting to rétain the ethical
supérstructure of Christian ideals while rejecting the
religious foundation underlying these ideals. 1In view
of the conflict of religious creeds, téxtﬁooks and
methods were purged ef réligious content until in the
children's minds has been formed a system of knowledge
leaving no room for God or religion. ~Under the publie

school system, St. Denls said, young peoﬁle gee relligion

1 gt. Denis, Henri, Rev., I lan Bo
rounds, a Symposium, "French Canadian Ideals 1n Eéucation,"
Toronto, Ryerson, 1940, Ps 25, _
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| treated as "a mere or less superfluous appendage to

modern civilization."a

This complaint is expressed everywhere by the
defenders of the par©chia1 school. One of the pastors
in Mhillardville expressed his opinion that the lack
of religious instruction is a maJor cause cf juvenile
delinquency. He 5poke of one father of his acquaintance,
distraught with a worry over a rebellieus teen-age son
who told him "to go to Hell" whenever-any question or
order was given which seemed to invade the realm of
his gffairs. The priest felt that the absenca of
teaching about God and human responsibility before Him
was the cause of situations of this kind. The general
.feeling among the Catholic clergy and other advocates
of parish schools is that High School courses such as
"Effective Living" (now called "Personal Development")
may have their merits in attempting to promote desirable
character growth but are a poor substitute for a
programme of character training based on religious

principles.

~ The basic Roman Catholic eriticism of secular |
education is 1ts neglect of religion. To the Catholic

educator, the school is candidly an adjunct to the

2 St. Denis, p. 35. Father Leduc, Notre Dame de
Lourdes parish, July 17, 19



11
church and assist it in the formation of Christian
character. The fundamentsl difference in outlook
between state systems and Roman Catholie education has
praﬁaeeﬁ'paroehial schools in British Columbia and in
many ether_p:ovinces or states whether or not govern=-
ment financial aid was fortheoming. So far as British
Columbla is concerned; the poliey of the prévlncial
government is not to give parish schools financial

assistance for school buildings, teachers' salarias

. or operating expenses. It may be wondered then why

Maillardville, where the burdens imposed are no
greater than in other communities, should be the scene

of angry disputes over school costs.

The incessant complaint of the Roman Catholie

' parents in Maillardville is that in comparison with

Protestant taxpayers and users of the public schools,
they really pay a “"triple" tax.3 First, as property

owners in Coquitlam municipality, they pay taxes upon
their 1an§ and buildings or businesses, and a large

part of the sum thus raised 1s used for the construction

- and operation of schools which their own children do

E not use. Then, in order to give their children a

“

3 Stevenson, %iss Janet, "Le Probleme de Maillard-
ville" ' alat ons, Montreal, January, 1952, p. ll-l2.
1 ,Sc 20 tio ’ printe& text of a raéie

Apfﬂ 71951.
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;cagholie education, the people contribute another sum
gfor the building and maintenance of their parish

f schools. Once the school 1s erected, the building

| and, of course, the land where 1t is situated become

; subject to the usual municipal tax charged on property.

? The parents have realized, too, that their children

:'are going without a number of benefits which'nbnn
Catholic children enjoy regularly (thanks to municipal

é and provincial aid) -~ free medical and denxalﬁinspection,

; free textbooks up to Crade VI; books on a rental plan

| for Junior and Senior High schoel students, and free

bus transportation for pupils living beyond a certain
limit.

One factor that seems to have caused deeper
resentment (of these handicaps) in Eaillardville'thgﬁ\
| in other.parishes 1s the French«Canadian nationalism aj
anae of the parish leaders. In the speech by F’sau%:l‘;ef"“‘t

 st. Denis mentioned earlier, a remark was made to the
effeét that "the greatest obstacle to natianal-unity
has been the repeated attempts through most of Canada
to ostracize the French and the implication that they %F‘
have no right to remain French-Canadian outside of

Quebec,” He sald further, "Any educational policy

that does not make them feel at home anywhere in the
country is a source of nationsl strife and discontent."41ﬁsj

‘5 4 St Denis, He. RGVQ, French-Canadlian gk round )
p. 3%. :
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In June 1952, Father alberic Heunier, founder of the ilv
Hotre Dame de Fatima parish in Maillaraville, was
speaking te a Richelieu Club luncheon in Montreal and
echoed the same sentiment when he said:

If Fronch speaking Canadians in

Manitoba, Saskatechewan and Alberta

have cer%ain constitutional and

scholastie liberties the same

situation does not exist in -

British Colunbia. The Frenche

speaking minority in that

province must fight ostracism

on the part of the majerity of

English~speaking Canadlans,
He added } ‘ .
the Frenchespeaking Canadiang in
that province must fight continually
to preserve their faith, their
language and thelr racial
characteristics.
S0 far as the French-Canadian Roman Catholics in
Maillardville are concerned, any 1imitations upon
their freedom to foster their religion through the
sehools affect also the survival of their language and
customs. Where a non-French~Cansdian Catholic sees
only a danger to his faith in secular education, the
ardent Canadien sees a triple threast to his cultural

existence.

- Another grievance exists in Maillardville,

| The bellef, has been fostered by the ploneers that the

5 cited in the Vancouver Sun, June 19, 1952, ps 2.
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lumber company management which brought them to B. C.

fpromised to provide free schools, It see@s quite
| possible that pboﬁisga of this nature were made by the
' company. Press reports at_that‘time of the settlers?
'éoming.spoka of a church‘te‘be erected and of the |
enlargement of the original»schbol in the mill townsite.

In view of the French-Canadian's love for his traditional

compunity life, it seems féasible that the original
| settlers asked for assurances that the same sehoél.priviléges
\be granted és they had been accustomed to have in Quebec.

At any rate, it is impossible to prove now what verbal
agroement was made with the lumbermen almost forty-six

years ago.

' The issue that provoked the strike of the children

of the two parish schools was the fallure of the loeal
and provincial authorities to provide bus trangportation
to the parish schools as was done for the public school
pupils. Demands were also made for free medical and
dental inspections and for free text books., The
provincial government agreed to provide text books on
the same basis as in the case of publiec schools but

6

repained adamant on the other requests,

In retaliation the parish schools closed

6 Text of broadecast on Maillardville School
Question, the Vancouver Sun, April 2, 1951, p. 1.
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immediately after ﬁﬁe Easter-va¢aﬁion_anﬁ the pupils
{were sent to be enrolled at the public schools. Since
}tﬁere were over eight hundred pupils, the confusion
1may well be imagined. Although some of the overcrowded
schools were already on a double shift, the school j
board members said that they would accommodate all the
new pupils. The Catholie leaders, on the other hand, u
believed that the school board was "bluffing" and wished
to coerce the municipal and provincial authorigies by
precipitating a problem of accommodation that was
fmpossible of solution. The difficulty caused for tha,A
school board was a staggering one,but by double shifting
and hiring some fifteen additional teachers (most of
them former teachers turned housewives) the situation

was handled.

sgakesmen for the Joint Catholic saheoi Board

" sald that they would keep their schools closed until

; they obtained rights equal with those of the publie

| schools and the system prevailing in Quebec where Gathelic,

;,Pratestant and Jewlish schools all participate in

. government grants. The chiléren& of course, enjoyed

' the disruption in thelir school routine, Some of them

' were assembled to march along the street carrying signs
such as "We Want Justiee," "Maillardville Collects Taxes
for the Maillardville Sehaéég"7 In the pregé,‘qig. Goulet

. 7 Vancouver Sun, April 2, 1951, p. l«; April 3, 1951,
Pe <o '
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!

presented the Maillardville complaint concerni

paymént of school taxes to the punleipality as well-:.f
as fees for parish schools, Goﬁlet calcu;atea that if
the Catholic schocl board received the provincial.
government grant of $209.00 annually per pupil, it
would have over $175,000.00 annually to bpegat@ the
‘parochial schools. He added that the Catholic instite
utions would cost over one-half million dollars to
replace and that they were accommodatiag-pupiié for
whom the government would otherwise need to build

schoals.8

The Catholie School Beard members on April 7,
1951 broadcast a statement of their compiaints_ever
New Westminstert's pradio station G.K.N.W; setting forth
the phllosophy of Roman CQ%holie education and enumerating
the "penalties" or handicaps which British Columbia |
Catholies in general, but Malllardville Catholics in
partieular, were lebouring under when they wished to
guarantee thelr children Christian education. The
broadcast sought to provoke wider public action by
suggesting that with the unusual ¢rowding in the public
schools Protestant children would suffer in their dally
instruction. It stressed the fact also that the
Catholic parents were only:new beginning to use the

schools which they had been supporting for years past.

8 Vancouver Sun, April 3, 1951, p. 2.
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" The Saskatchewan law on the establishment of separate

e ——

schools was referred to as providing a democratic

method to deal with the problem. The strike 4dld not

accomplish its purpose. The parochial schools reopened

in September of the following year. The Catholic
pupils, parents and school beoard simply continued to |

make the best of a distasteful situation,

. The outery in Eaillarﬁville demanding government
ald for the Catholie schools created an embarrassing
situation for the provincial Coalition government, since
it as much as the School Board was considered responsible
for the situation, The school issue also had an
interesting political result in Maillardville, In the
community Liberal Association there was some question
after the government refused any assistance to parochial

schools as to whether the meﬁbership would suppdrt tha:

provincial Liberal executive. The publicity chailrman
 of the Joint Catholic School Board and a member of the

Associntion had predicted that a majoriﬁy of the eleven=~
man provincial party executive would resign.S' The

threatened split did not materlialize.

_ In the year or two following the strike, the
Joint Catholic School Board in alliance with other

Roman Catholics approached the Provinecial government

9 Yencouver Sun, September 6, 1951, p. 2.
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with appeals for relief from the tax burden or at least
for some form of assistance,le' The appeals have borne
no fruit and the only result seems to have been the

_ 7 a5 I8vE
provoking of some wehement oppesition on the part of

~ardent Protestants to any form of aid to separaté

sehools. 11l

Since then the protest of the Chureh and the

‘pecple against the situation has taken a different form.

With the declared poliecy of the Social Credit governe

ment to make no special provision for separate schools,

resentment has been demonatrated within the municipality

by refusing to pay tex bills on the school property.

This matter came to an impasse in Decemhér of last

year (19%5) wheén three years' taxes totalling £8,338.07
remained unpaid and the two schools had become liable

to sale. Appeals to Victéria for tax relief hsd

proved of no avail sinece the School Board in District

#43 had refused to give the necegsary assent to exemption

for the Catholic schools. The situation was further

10 7he British Columbia Catholic Education
Association presented a brief to the Premier and Provineial
Cabinet, October 20, 1953,

11 Exatmples of Protestant opposition are cited in
the Yancouver ggg, June 19, 1952, p. 2., (4 Resolution
from the VWomen's Missionary Branch of the Regular Baptists
of B. C.) and in lg Survivance, Edmonton, December 8, 1954,
p. 1 a Protestant Committee headed by Rev, W.H. Robertson

of Vancouver presenting a memorial of opposition to the
Provincial Government, - :
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complicated by tha,écnfusicn surreunﬁing Section 58,
subsection 24, of the Hunicipal Act which might make
possible a tax exemption.lz- Comments from four cabinet
ministers on the interpretation of‘the Act were not
preecise enough to spur the Reeve and Council to take
definit9 act1on on the matter. Of course,the whole
issue has political aspects and any political office-
holder is wary on the matter since the municipality is

divided along religious lines,

With over $8000 owing in unpaid taxes, a moment
of crisis eame when a former reeve (and & Protestant)
offered to purchase the two schools for the value of
the unpaid taxes ané 1nxerestg13 The ¢ffer was
rejected by the Municipal Council but the incident
made Council, School Board and the French parishes
realize that the matter could not remain in abeyance

indefinitely.

12 iberte ot lLe Patriote, December 10, 1955,
De 7. January 7, 1956, p. 1j January 21, 1956, p. 7.
The ciause under discussion speaks of the municipality
“gpanting aid for educational ends if such ald is first
of all epproved by the gchool board."

13 Ironlcally this prospective purchaser was
Protestant R. C. MacDonald, former Coquitlam reeve for
many years and once Provincial Cabinet member in the
Conlition government, He had always been considered a
fee of the FrencheCanadlans and Catholics. Mr. MacDonald's
offer was made December 20, 1955 at a council meeting.
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APR . 56

The Parilsh school (Elementary) at
Notre Dame de Fatime parish, Maillardville.

APR . 56

The high school of Notre Dame de
Lourdes Parish, Malllardville.

To follow page 119
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CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSION

The :situation as it has been describea’in the
foregoing Qages depicts-nc rosy prOSpeét.for fhe
survival ef French—Canadian nationalism on Cana&a's
Pacific coast. Of the thousands who have come to |
British COIumbia as fur traders, prospectors, railread
builders, miners, loggers, and millmen through the past
century and a half many have lost 211 kinship with
their former relatives, The names of some have become
distorted irn the speeeh.éfiEnglish~speaking neighbours,
the lenguage of Quebec awakens no response of under-
gtanding and the Mégs has become a ritual of the fqée-
fathers._;SQattefgé9verywhsre aefdss:the-prcvince are
men and‘woﬁeh_éhese,nama;andjéégéarancé betray- thelr
family origin as old Quebec, Prench—%anééians, like ~ .
other Canadians, come to British Columbia in ever- |
inereasing numbers, but there is an unhappy tendency §
for these, often bilingual already, to use French less ,4«
and less until it disappears from the family hearth, ,;
The tendency in race, language and religion is all too’J
evidently toward gssimilatian.

Sti111 there is a beacon of hope appearing here

and there amid the darkness. It centers in a Frenche
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Canadian parish church and a parish school. There is N}
also the earmest gleam of the French-Canadian Federation'
surrounded by nurerous miniature flames; the Frenche i
Canadian eircles; which may yet flash forth to ignite ('
gome of clasters of unhurning.faggats; -
?be strides which have been taken to preserve
' French Canadianism in the last few years are remarkable .
and 13 some—respects encouraging: It is no easy asgign-
ment this, to keep the loyaltiés to French Canada alive
when Anglicizing influences are on every hand and
-materiai prosperity encourages religious igﬂifference.
French-Canadian 1@5&@?5#@#&1% withfayprehensiaﬁ.the
eaming'aensus (1956) to see whethner the trond tomards |
assimilation evident in the last faw decades will séﬁfj

any sign of abatement.

The separate school question, more vital to the
French—?anadian than to othef Roman Catholics, remains
unsolved. Only a government with a rare paésien for
jaétic‘e is likely to attempt toévolve a formula which
could givelsq@@ aid tcAﬁhe separate schools withoeut
@nragiﬁg“tﬁé Preta$tant pajority, There i alwaye a
tané&ncy»for.gelitieians-ta-postpane issues involving
prineiple or justice when political expadienﬁe'is not
to be sarved, ?he.?rench-canad;én feelslhe is entitlgd
to special consideration on thé separate school question °

because his forefathers in 1867 entered Confederation
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on the understanding of equal partnership. He con-

stantly argues that Quebec ﬁonld have nevervhave .
agreed to cenfederation had 1t been thought that

equality af_raeé, language and religion was to prevail ﬁf
onlyiin Quebec.,

: //”‘ Althonghfthe French-Canadian may not often
| say 80, he feels that the British Columbia government
/ has néver given fair consideration to the question of ,
'parochial schools because it could very safely ignore
L,}t. After all, thé'éﬁiy-minbrity reslly pressing for
action is and has been alwmost negligible in political
 importance. The Canadiah,‘whose’flare for lbgie makes
law a popular profession in Qﬁebec, despatehés quickly
the stock-in-trade agguﬁenfg against tax support for
gseparate schools - the claim that such a policy would
destroy the public school system by inviting numerous
sects to operate stale-supported institutions. He
points to Sask;tehewén a8 one province which has solved
the seemingly insoluble problem in an amicdble way and
to Quebec thatxallows P:otestants and Jews (without any

equivocation) tax support for thelir schools,


http://of.ra.ee
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APPENDIX I

' FOR_THE FUR_TRAD

(1n'a 1et£er'to-the Goﬁ?any Governor in b@nﬂ@n,

‘Hovewber 18, 1843.)

..@these six1years we havé got only one man, fit to
make a bauteg} he went out last-sp§ing and ténengagea
at York and returnedvthis fall, one of the great causes
in ny opinien of ocur having poor men‘is £hat the
office for hiring them is at lachine instead of
Montreal as formerly when we used to get first rate

men. [é i§7

Rich, E.g. (with an Introduction by W. Kaye Lamb)
ucLo.a;~2n s, ?gr; Va couva r;‘ otters, 2nd Series 1839-44,‘

1 _ : &
A boute was a bowgman or steersmsn of 8. boat
erew, the aristocrat of the crew. .
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~ APPENDIX II |
E_FRENCH-CANADI AN SETTLEMENT
E_WILLAMETTE VALL |

’Tbe‘develcpment of the French-Canadian settlement
in Oregon providea in 1tself a fascinating narrative,
~ James Eouglas, who had become chief tradar for the
COmpany in 1835, reported the tatal male popalation :
at Willamette 1n 1838 as fifty-one, of wham twenty~three
were French~Canadians. The other twentypeight,were
~ staff members of the Methodist ﬁlssioh éstablished
theré or other Amefican-Settlersql 8impson estimated
there were five hundred persons in the.settlement by
the autumn of 1841 (sixty-five Americans and others,
siztye-one Gaﬁaé:ans;exfserVants efvthe,compéhy and wives
and families of these men.g The Frenethan&dians were
established in a region known as Frenéh ?raifie,”ﬂcme
fifty milss up the Willamette Valley. Two Frenche
Canadiaﬁs, Btienne Lucier and Joseph Gervais, had
settled there quite early, Lucier as early as 1828‘ar
1829. Although the terms of service of the men with
the eompéhy had been completed and the rel&tiénship

continued only on a commercial basis, the farmers

1 Report of Douglas to the Gavernor and Committee
of the Hudson's Bay CO.y October 18, 1838 cited in
Introduction to Meloughlin's Fort Vancouver lLette
3rd series, Toronto, Champlain Society 1944, p. XXXVII.

2 Report of Simpson to Governor and Committee,
November 25, 1841, loc, .cit, . ,
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purchasing gooés or exparting produce tﬁreugh Fort
Vancouver, the tie b@tween the Cana&ians and the

Gampany remaineé aueite. strang._."

By the Summer 9£ 1844 thouéands_ef Arericans
were pouring igtevtha district and the Company,
realizing the imminent possibility of American énvelop-
ment tried to promote a counter immigration scheme by
imperﬁing settlers from the Red aiver.and'establishing-
‘them at Port FNisqually and at Cowlitz farm, beth
north of Farthanesuve:. Eewever, a series of erep
failures, and the attraction of better land squth of
the Columbia wrecked this enterprise. A4s it became
ebvious-bhat organization was neeéssary;te.maintain
peace and erder, with Dr. ﬁcLaughlin 's blessing the
French«-Camaéians 1en‘k their suppert te the formatian of "
a prcvisional government. They did npt_da S0y however,
without presenting a document setting forth their views
and thelr rights. Thelr spokesman was a French-Canadian

priest - Father Anthany Laaglaisg3

3 The in&ex volune ta the ﬂzggon Eistariea .
Quarterlies (Vols, I - XL), 1939, p. 243, lists numerous.
articles about or relative to the FrenchtCQnadians 1n

Oregen.
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appswnrx 111

, , TIONED BY DR, JOHN MeLOUGHLIN IN
c gﬂggf;cw VITH THE Txcﬁpsoﬁ<azgﬁa POST og OTHER
INTERIOR_ESTABLISHWE S

Jos. Clairmont )
Joachim LaFleur . ) o :

. : " Thompson River
Andre Picard ) o , :

Antoine Rocquelbrume )

Nareisse Portelance

ant, Plouffe

J. Be. (Jean Baptiste) Lajois
Jos. Lapierre

Pierre Lacourse

Antoine Felix

Letter to A.R. xeLeod, Chief Trader zcth March 1831,
cited in Barker, Bs = vetz £s. of Dr. John %cLour 1in,
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APPENDIX IV
Iwo or SIJPSON’g ?EQSGHﬁEL REPORTS

o N

‘1. Port Alexandria, Western Czledonia; Columbia River
District Outfit, 1827, |

Officers anﬂ #en - Their conduct and charaﬁter

1. Campbell, Awasteap Excessively ) Speaks the
‘ nervous. Carrier language
2. Desloge, Hyaeinthe = Generally - Notoriously
, _ B -+ lmproper bad -
3. Gregoire, Etienne . Steady »a good
. ' : horsekéepep .

4. McGillivray, Joseph

SQJMchugall,AGebrge Unexception-  an efficient

S : . _ able trader A

6. Majeau, Atbroise  Indifferent inclined to be
' L : - troublesome

7o McBonell, Eneaa : _@beéient ' a geed ‘1ad

from Rich, E.E. (ed ) ;mgson's 1828 Jourgeg to the
cglggbia, Tercnta, Champlain Soeiety, 1947. éppendix A.

p. 200. ‘
2-
Thompson River District Report 1827 - efficers and men

attached to the district with their conduct and charactar,
as well as the family belonging to each.



Annance,
Francis N,

Erpatinger, [ -

~?rancls ’

Be 1ard,
Jeseph

Bcurdignon,
dntoine

: aingrais, Jean

Karonhitikigo,'

Laurent

Laprade,
Alexis

Lecuire,
Frangols

Moreal, .
Joseph

§é§énald;
Arehib&ld

Picard,
Andre

Shoegaskatsta, Louls

Satarakass,
Plerre

Lafentasie,
Jacques

1

wogegﬁ”gbgs Giﬁlg

2
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Clerk

. Clerk at Okanakan /Sic/

1 1
1

1l

2
2
i

‘8low and awkvwerd.
this year from Red River

An able, good steersman

and a most active hand

.with horses

& good careful man

but weak

A handy man, move
interested for the service
in the absence than before
his superior '

‘4 good foreman and obed-

ient in other respects, .
not adapted fer horse
driving :

An obedisnﬁ-goﬁd man
He is

Active and knows his

duty well but careless :
and hag 1little inclination
for [illegible7jobs

Clerk 1n eharge ‘of
district

" Ingenious - speaks the

Okanagan well - is weak
88 o voyageur .

A most submissive man
but not adapted for the
duty of this place

. Another geood quiet
Iroquoeis but the same

defact with the last

Interpreter but not
sufficiently reaolute
with the Indians - very
thoughtless A
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._EQE ._X;. Girls .
LaCourse, , . S A
?ierre 1 3 A good man « steersman
‘ : - and boat bullder - is

now gone back to
ZlupOkaﬂ to make boats

from &iggseﬁﬂ 1828 Jou
Appendix A, p. 229. -
Notes: 1t is i@yossible in most cases to distinguish between
French-Canadians and French-Canadian half-breeds.. Host of
the men with French names were French-Canadians who had
taken Indian wives. A few of the mast useful @men like
Annance wers half-breeds.,
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.SimpSan*s attit&ﬁe»towérd'théfreqﬁest of the
Catholic mission %o import further help was the‘cause
of much dismay on theiiér% of Bishop sigaay’ané thé
missienaries Elaaehat and Demers. He had been friendly
_and h@lpful in apranging fer the transpert of the
original missienaries to the Galumbia but for some
reason his'éttitude changed. Some blame hastbeen Qlacea |
~on the reﬁexté ef the Anglican chaplain zhé Rev. Herberﬁ |
Beaver #hq.was sent to Fort VanéeuVQr.yy the London
effiee'of the Company but returned aﬁtér a brief stay
and describeé conditions at Port Vancbuvér ag being in

a deplorable state,

In centéast, the warm attiﬁude of Br. #eLoughlin,
the ‘governor' of the Columbia ﬂistrict was. one which
called forth many'@xyressimns of thanks from the Catholic
missionaries and their superior in.Quabee. James Douglas,
Chief Factor, fa@, showed a friendly spirit toward
- them and wrote to Governor Simpson teélling him that
he thought he (Si§gsen);did wrong in throwing obstacles
in the way of the Canadian Catholic missionasries".
The-Jeauits,_la§ 5y Pather De 8met, a~Belgi§n,-DGuglas
regardad'aatféraiéésésg He $aid *I prefer %r; Blaﬁahét's
people tO them'. Douglas said the Canadians “igéﬁgaé‘

of being restrailned, ought to be encouraged and ailéﬁad
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a free passage in the Company's inland craft to any
part of the district they may wish to'visit”,1

[

573 P02 ’ 2 ¢{s ] ’“' (eﬁt E.E. R’.eh’
with an 1ntreduction by We Kaye Lamb), Toronto, ‘Champlain
Bociety, 3rd series, 1944 - a private letter of James
Douglas to Sir George Simpson, 5th March 1845, p, 184-185.
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APPENDIX VI

. William ¥cBean

Louis Gagnon
Jean~-Baptiste Boucher (c)
Jean Baptiste Boucher (d)
P.'Gun

W. F. Lane
Pierre'Letenare

Willlam Horwick

P..S. Ogden

William Thew

O © O 0O 0O O O O O

1
b et
o o

Joéepb Brunette
‘_J§3n>soutﬁfier
‘Paul Fraser
0, LaPerte
© J. Tubault (Thibault?)

o N N O MR NN e e N D W
©O O © OO0 O 0 0 0 O 0 0 O 0 0.0

O O 0O © O

- Plerre Roy

~ Cited in Morice, History of the Catholiec Church
in ¥Western Canada, Vol. II, p. 286,
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\ND_DIRECTORY

2901
Deroche

Beaulieu, Arthur - farmer

Beaulieu, Hypolite "

Deneau, Antoine

Deroche, Joseph - farmer

Pérent, Felix "
Rouleaun, Adolph "

Tremblay, Amede "

Hicomen

Caron, Simeon 7”farmez
Chartres, Edward
Rouleaun, George "

Tremblay, Emery "

In the ten years subsequent there were few changes.

By 1911 two more members of the Deroche family, Isadore

and Oliver, were listed'as farmers,
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"APPENDIX VIXI

LISTS OF FRENCYH NAMES APPEARING UNDER "HATZIG® OR

22£i§§
Lagace, é. - pastmastsr . | ‘”Mérin, E. - farmer
Bergevin, Gliver - farmer | | Léﬁue, Baptiste - farmer
Bernier, Joseph -~ "  Martin, ?héaphale -
'-Boueher, Hoise - LA ~ Pigeon, P. =~ "
,cﬁrrat, Louis - oon  Rouleau, @éorge - "
cﬁﬁmét, Xavieg'~ "o . | Seuxy, J. Ro = "
.Co'tc‘e? ‘Octav;a_e W | .

Cyr;. Alfred - farmer and logger
Cyr, Zoel - -
Bion, Alpert - "

Heresuy Fo = "

1904 M
little changes except that names Brisson and Fontaine

added and three of the above names had gone.

4210

By tbis time Fred Cyr- was 1lstea as a “logger" anly.

New names added were Regis Huden, farmers Mlchel Laereix,
fishermans Jean Boueher, farm@rg Eeller Fontaine, lumber-
many J. Lagace, baker; Xavier Lanéry, farperi Wm. Lihcn,
farmer, Wi Harquette, farmer and three Teillards, all

farmers.,
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1911

A few more arrivals had enlargeé the raxﬁis. ﬂewéomers



AFPEBDIX IX

& NGTH_OF S?QY ND OTHER F&RT CULARS REQARDING EgRL

DURIEU RESI&EET - accopding to Louis Lagace; som of

the first baﬁesteadero

Name k Place of ggggoga timg Length  other
T Origin of arrival ' of - particunlars
nd_occupatio stay
otEEE EEgn .
farping
Bergevin, Three Rivers, 1886 TUntil
C. - was in death
Californla, S
~ then Nevada
Bernier, Quebec, 18902 - Until Died'in old
Je then North : very people's
Battleford , old home,
: _ | Kamloops
Bouchier, Three Rivers, 1885 Until
M. cotton mills . death
in Massach- e _ -
usetts ' B
Chomat, France S Noved
X ‘ e : ' - to
- ' - Washingten
T ' State
Cote, O. ‘Quebec . 1886 Until
PR death
Cyr, A,  Campbell~  1880's  Hoved to
town, N.B. Logged for " HNew
Cyr, Je To Vancouver Brunette jﬁestminster
- in 1880's Saw Mills ,
Cyry, Z.  Logged in
Mt. Pleasant
district of
VYaneouver ,
Dion, Hontreal »eariy‘days ‘Hoved to
Albert distriet : Shuswap
Hudon, D, Quebeé' ? o ®



‘Moreau,

Ledue, B.

¥artin T.

Pigeon, Pe

* Rouleau,G.

S@‘J.X‘, J.R.

Brisson,
Jo :

’Fentaine
Ae 7

LaCroix,
M. )

Landryy X.

Marquette

Tatllard,

Talllard,
H,

Taillard,

Iogged for
‘Cyr at Durieun

‘Québee

Nuebee

Quebec.

Gatarie
ggebec'

France

Montreal
district

Michigan

quaftarbraed
Indian -

Hanitoba

fremlaastern

Canada

from France
¢

§

" 1"

éﬁﬂsgﬁahﬁ%ﬁﬁ
of arriva

,a%dreeeupation'" :
other than o

farsing

first to settle
at Allan's &akg
Burieu

very early

' eamevwith.

A. lLagace,
homesteaded at
MeConnell Creek,
logged here

farmed and
logged

before 1900

was farming
partner to
L. Carrat at
first

drove shingle
bolts down
eregk to Stave
Falls

137
Length
Qit

-othe )
garﬁigu;ggg
gtay

did not
stay g
long

until

untl
death.

"3ied at
Kamloops

old people's
home

t111
death
pf T.EB.

till

death

about
1940

lived at
Hatzie
Prairie

111 death

stayed only
a few years
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Hape Place of ggprex. time Lén'th_ other :
L Origin - Sfuarrival: anﬂ EE-' partieculars..
: . S S ‘ . Stay. ‘ E
farming
Landreville Lowell, @~  moved to
. - Mass., S : Vancouver

Garneau, X. Quebec - . bocame section
S o - foreman for
o  BuCuBuRes
Roberge -  Montreal 1894
S : district o
Cardinal, Quebec: 1890

.



APPENDIX X

"EARLY DIRECTORIES

Laurea, Noel

1891

6harbenneau, John
Dione, Joseph
Dubois, Prank
Labelleos (7) Joseph
~Lafreniere, Bo
Lebarge

Louise, J.

1892

Giroux, Victor
Julien, B.
Labree, E.
Laduke, Joseph
Lagendre, Edward
Laplant, J..
Lavelle, M,

Logger, Moodyville

Millhand, Brunette Sawmills
o ] 0
Labourer, New Wesiminsier
Lsggé:, Millside, New éestminster
Labourer, New Wesﬁminster
RBoyal City Planing Mills
Millhand, " ™ " "

Bash and Door Maker, New Westminster
Millhand, Brunette Sawmills
Labourer, New Westminster

Labourer, New Westminster

] 8 a

3] L1 1]

Lumberman, New Westminster

. Williams, R.T.,
Victoria’ Bt 6qg 1885’
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v APPENDIX XI

1912-1953

Date Government  District Maillardyille
o Elected B.C, (Candidate elected yoting =
1912 Conservative %.J. Manson - no distinct
. (MaeBride) (Conservative) Maillardville
o oo . polling division
Sept. 15 Liberal John Oliver  Oliver 100 - - .
1916 (Brewster) - (Liberal) - Manson (gensé)
De¢. 2 Liberal Catherwood ~Catherwaad 39
1920 (Oliver) {Cons,.) Hartyn (L%b.)-
1924 Liberal Catherwood ' Catberweed
"~ (0liver) (Cons,.) , {Cons.) 15
Smith (Lib.).
= 184
1928 , Conservative Leugheed‘ , Le#ghesd1(ccns.):
(Talmie) ' (Cons.) - 114 -
. Whiteside (Lib.)
| o L 283"
1933 Liberal E. Winch Wineh (C.C.F.)
(Patullo) (C.CFe) 148
‘ : R ¥iss E. Johnson
U .. 257
1937 " Liberal E. Wineh E. Wineh (C.QF.)
o (Patullo) (C.C.F.) ‘367
L Grieve (Lib.)
_ ‘ : .315
1945 Coalition E. Wineh Winch supgorited
- : {C.C.F.) no Liberal
o . canéidate .
1 pata from The Britis ﬁ&rch,??, 1912;

September 15, 19163 December 2, 19203 June l, 19443
~ July 19 é Nevember 3, 19333 Statement ofy?ote »
Provincial Eleetions 1937 194% 1949, 9,2% 1953
Parliamentary Guide 11911-54) Montreal, Gazette Printing

Company.
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Date Government Distriet Maillardville
‘ Elected B.C, 'gndj._dg g _elected voting
1949 Coalition ~  R.C. MacDonald ® NacDonald 500, 247
’ : : R, (ce&lo) Hartl@y (C C.T. )
o : : ; . ' 09, 297
1952  Sbécial Credit Wicks (S.C.) = Wicks 640,262 .
A ;i SRR - - Alnley (C. CaF.)7 |
. 487, 188
- Cox (Libo)
_ - . , 329, 133
1953 - Soclal Credit Wicks (S.C. ' - Wicks 474, 204
. _ Pattern (V.C.F )
Emery. (Lip.)
o | 1325, 161
It may be noted that the Maillardville voters:
suppdtted the Liberal party candidate until after 19339
The Liberal eandidéte at that time was a New Wsstwinétat'
business womany Miss E. Johnson. Xﬁ spite of the préd
- Judice of some voters against women in politics Miss
Johnson won a substantial majoriiy in the Maillardville
polling division. Beginning in 1937 Maillardville
consistently supported the C.C.F. candidate except at
the 1952 election. It is interesting to note that
~ although the Sccia1v0red1t,patty>was re-elaétéd.anﬁ

Lyle Wicks was returned as Dewdney member in the 1953

2 the reason the above table gives two totals
for Maillardville beginning in 1949 is that by this time
another polling division had become necessary, parallel
to the development of the second F rrench»Canﬂ&ian parish
in M¥aillardville. The first figure g&ven in each case
above is for Maillardville, the seecond for alderson
Avenue. From 1949 Waillardville was included 1n Dawﬁney
Electoral District 1nsteaa of in Burnaby.) _
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<

‘elaction, the Halllardville electors had changed thelr
minds abouﬁ Social Credit and resumed the ‘support of
the C.C.¥, party. Maill_aréviile"rsj';oyalty to the
C.C.Fe is probably related .té' the svtr;ejngtl;? of the trade
‘unions (éarticﬁlarly vthe Iﬁt@rnétionai Woodworkers of : '
America) in the distriet. S o



1917

1921

..§4appﬁwﬁxx XIr

Liberal-

CGnservativesA
(Robert Berden)

Unionist

. {Borden)

Liherals

N (King)

1925

1926

1930

1935

Liberal .. -
(Kfﬁgxf_

(no clear
ma jority)

Liberals
(King) -

Conservatives

(Bennett)

Liberals
( King )

Cons. (Lib.
Cons.) 7
‘Liberal O

Unionist 13
Liberals O

Liberals 3_

Cons.
Progressivg

Liberals 3

. Cons., 1c

Conse. 12

Liberals 1

Cons. 7
Liberals §

Liberals 6
Conse..

C.C.F. 3

" Distpict

deDe Taylar

;(Cans.)

Stecey o
(Unionist)

Munro

(L4b.)

Barber
fconﬁq)

Barber
(CORSQ)

Barber
(CQﬂSo)

G.MaeNell

-(CQGQFQ)'
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Halllardville

Yoting

No distriet
polling
division

Stacéy 51
Ramsa)

(L1b5§‘ 93
Munro (Lib.)

204
Stacey
(Cons.) 47

Barber
(Cons.) 81
anro
(Liv.) 295

Barber

(Cons. )129

Manuel
(Lib.) 330

Barber
(Cons.)188
G.G. McGeer
(Liberale
Parper -
Frelght
Rates) 603

#acNeil led
in all four
polling
divisions
330 votes
against ¥Munn
(Lib.) 265

Deceémber 6, 1921; October

1 Data from the 3-1_1¢h Columbi Ny September 21, 1911,

and September 14, 1926,

9
Also the reports of the Chief Electoral Officer, 1930, 1935,

1945, 1949, 1953.

Gazette Prlntlng Company.

Parliamentary Guide (1911- 54) Montreal,



A L ‘ Electad
1940 Liberals . .. Liberals 10 -Siaclair "~ ¥acNeil's -
, (King) . Natienal = . (Liberal) ‘total for
. - Government = four
(Cons,) 4 polling
G-«C’;F- 1 U ‘ divi85 ons
R ' " well sxeeceded
LT that of
Sinclair
_ ¥acNeil 387
‘ Sinclalir 290
- 194% Liberals Liberals § S8ineclair Sinclair
(Ring) Prog. (Liberal) (Lib.) 356
o Cong. § " Johnson
GCG‘QFQ' 4 ' (CQC»QFQ )379
1949 Liberals Liberals 11 Goode D.Gs Steeves
- (8%. laureat) Cons. 3 (Liveral) (C.C.F.)
C.C.V. 3 ' led in 19 of
26 Naillarde
ville polling
stations
1953 Liberals Liberals 8 Begier Rene Gamache,
(st. Laurent) Prog, (C.C.Fs) Seelal
Cons, 3 Credit, led
C.C.F. 7 - 4in 19 of 27
Soc,. polling
Cred. 4 stations

The ¥aillardville voters consistently supported
the Liberal party in Federal voting until after 1930
even when their electoral distriet, the province or the .
nation voted againat the Libarals. Thié reflected strongly
ths Quebec backgrcund of %he people, Following the ?raéer
Mills strike in 1931 and paralleling the growth of .
unianism in the lumber industry the electorste has supporteé
the C.C.F. party. iny when Rene Gamache; one oOf their »
own nugber ran as a Social Gieﬁit eandidate did a majority
of tbé Frenéh-canédians turn somewhat dublously against

the C.C.F. candidate.



I.

II.

III.
Iv,

| 14?5

| - BIBLIOGRAPHY
Manuscript Saurces ,
1. Munieipal, Ecclesiastical and Employment Records
2. iheSes and Gradusting BEssays
3. Periodicals o

Printed Sources

1. Gevarnﬁent Reports ef Fub11cat1ons

2. Newspapers | |

3. ?eribdicals

4. Pamphlets

5. Books - General

6, ‘Books Relevant to the British Columbia Field
7."Birectories and Genealaglcal Dictienafies

8. Reports and Briefs

9. Published letters or Journals

¥aps -

Photographs
e From the cgllectisn of ¥rg. W, Bouthot

_ 24 From the Collection af Mrs. J. Thomas

v.

3 Photographs taken by ‘the Writer
Persenal Communication
1. Letters

2. Interviews
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. BIBLIOGRAPHIC WOTE

The méin integest'1n this thesis is iﬁ'Fseﬁcho
Cansdian settlement after 1900 and particularly in
relation to ‘the lumber industry. Good sources of

e

information are sadly lacking. For the story of Maillard-
Infopration are sedly lackinm .

viile, the writar was éeganésnt largely on 1nzerviews

witb ol&‘residents and &escriptive acceunts given in the

riti§g ga;umggg (Wew gestminster) and the ﬁgsterg

Lumberman (Vancouver) in the period 1909-1912, Some
seattered rafefences were made to the settlemeat progect
in other ﬁawspapera.‘ ¥or infermatian on the earrent
picture the writer mede axtgnsiva use of 1ntervﬁaws or

correspondence with resiéeaﬁs and his own files of newg=
paper clippings fzem the %ianigeg weekly, La gigartg

et Le ggtb;ote or ;gﬂgggggggggg (Edmonton). |

The Jesuit publication, Belatiogg was found

helpful becsuse of its occasional reports on the Franch-
Canadiansg in British_ﬁelﬁﬁbia.and their problems.
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I. ¥anuseript Sources
1, ¥unieipal, Ecclegiasticsl and Employment Records

goé X g;storicgs de la Maison St. Charles at
“Rew Westminster (1889-1913) :

_;~f-%, Our Lady of Fatima Parish .
Waillardaville) The Church of the Blessed
&acrament (Vanceuver), Notre Dame-des Victoires
(Port alberni) v

roll Reco ds, the Fraser River Lumber CGmpany
and the: Canadlan Western Lumber Company,
1%9"19 14 »

Binutes : .
o Hunicipality,

AZ 8 » Caqui tlae

2, Theséos and Graduating Essays

< Bilsland, William W., A4 History of Revelstoke and

the Big Bend. A thesis submitted in partial
Tulfiiment of the requirements for the degree
of ¥aster of Arts in the Department. of History.
' The University of British Columbia, 1955,

~ Although this thesis furnished no information

. relative to the French~Canadiang its orderly
‘technique and arrangement were helpfnl as a
guiée to the writer,: .

.~ Gibbard, J. B
1808-1885. 4 th 4

filment of the requirements for the degree of

aster of Arts, in the Department of History.

The University of British Columbia, 1937.

This thesis provided much useful data not

- found elsewhere about settlement in the Lower -

- Frasep Valley. It 1s a thorongh piece of work, -

Grmsby, ¢ Ao, " Ty ' : .
- g grzdeating essay subm t ed as a parvia
reéquirement for the degree of Bachelor of Arts,
Department of History, University of B. C.,p ~

April, 1929,

frequirement for the degree of Master of Arts-
in the Department of History, Universzity of
British Columbia, '4pril 1931,
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v %hite, G. Bey AH stor of the
Valley since Y« A thesis sabmitted n
partial ful? lment for the requirssents of

. the degree of Master of Arts. The Department
g%Bgistory, The ﬂhiversity of British Columbia,
This proved useful as a survey of the general

-~ growth of the municipalities in the Fraser
Valley since the coming of the C.P. R.

II. Printed Sources

1. Government Reports or Publications
B. C. Gazatt@; 1889

1881, 1891,

Statement of Votes, British Columbia Elections
1912- 3o ,

Reports, Chief le te 1 Officer, Dominion of
Canada 1911-1953.

Voters Lists, Province of British Columbia, 1876-1913.

2; Newspapers

British Columblsn, New Westwinster, B. C. 1909-1913,
Detober 13 §3 Numerous other issues :
T ot loa0o1953 |
This paper is a very fruitful source of infor-
mation on the city of Hew Westminster and
surrounding arsase.

Le Qevoir, Hontreal, July 31; 1954, page 4}
‘August 1954, p. 1 - news articles on the

progress of the Prench parish schooel in
Vancouver urging continued support for this
group and other groups of "compatriots"
needing "heélp both moral and financial" from
Quebec.

Fernie Free Presg, Fernie B. C. 1909-1913. .
This journal, which in the days of its greatness
hailed Fernie as "the Pittsburgh of Canada" is
replete with data useful to the social historian

and the student of miming history.
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&olde Star, Goldeny B. C. 1910-1912
From this publieat;en the reader obtains a
good pleture of the vicissitudes of a small
town, whose destiny seemed Iinked to the
lumbaring industry. -

¥ail Hergl&g Bevelstoke, B, G. 1910

Nels@n 11y News Nelsen, B. Ca 1910, 1911
“This paper in the early part of the century
gave speclally good news coverage not only of
the XKootenay district but of the Province
at large. S

w’aosszana Hiner, Rossland, B. C. 1909«1913
This journal more than any othey of the XKootenay
arca demonstrated to the writer the variety of
historical material which may be obtained in
the files of 2 seemingly commonplace newspaper.
The economic history of the community, the
"social and cultural life, the religious

-~ interests of the time, the hopes and aspirations
of people living in a boom sconomy, the very
" £ lavour® of the era all are here.

! ly Province, Hareh 21, 1939; June 26’
4‘4‘; June 19, 1952.

‘ Vgncouver News Herald, October 13, 1938,

un, February 21, 19463 November 17, 1949;
YT s 6; 19513 Se tember 6, 10, 12 2g 1951¢
- June 19, 1952* Angust 18, 30, 1952,

)4 cteria,Ce onist, June 24, 1941; July 14, 1942;
~June 27, 94‘. -

. Yictoris Times, June 23, 1941; August 11, 194?;
.+ December 3, 1947. .

La Libe.te et Le Patriote, w1naipeg, ﬁsniteba,

' y 1954 - Pebruary 1956. .

& Catholic publicatien of long standing, this
paper works for the paintenance of the better
aspects- of French-Canadian culture in Western
Canade,  Its emphasis is French, not only Frenche
Canadian., The literary quality is high. MNost
useful to the writer were the weekly reports

from the parishes in British columbia.

',Van‘ouve g

o
3
i
wo
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- Surviv: nce, Edmonton, Alberta, (1ssues _
consulted only at random 1954-5 s for
et

comparison with La Libert Le Pat :
This is 2 useful source of information on
the Freneh«Canadians of Alberta and British
Columbia. The scope of the paper is much
more narrow than that of lLa Liberte et
Le Patriote and 1ts eultural qual ty is
- inferior.
3. Periodicals, ﬁaecial Articles'or Published Studies .

e ' rterly, W. E. Ireland,
'*The Freneh in Br ish Columbia”, B. G.H.R.

XIIT, No. 2 (april 1949) pp. 6?-91.

Lcwer, AsR.H.y "Two Ways of Life « "The Primary
Antithesis of Canadian History" 1943,

ppo 5"1 .

ﬁaheux, Abbe Arthnr, "A Dllemma for our Gulture,"

Bonenfant, Jean C. and Falardeaux Jean Coy
"Cultural and Political Implieations of
French Canadian.ﬁatlonalism” 1946, pP. 57«73

Culture, L'dssociation de Becherches sur les
Sciences Religieuses et Profanes au Quebec, Canada,
Feltau; C., "Les Minorites Francaises dans
1'0uest Canadien,” Becember, 1953, pp. 435=9.

Btudes Economigues (Publications des Hautes Etudes
Commerciales de Montreal) Joubert, Leonides,
"Deg Groupements Canadiens frangais au Canada,"
Eﬂitions Eeauchemin, ¥ontreal, 1935, pp. 112-116.

: .y s Yernon, B, C.
_ orris L., "The. Rise and Fall af Rock Creek,"
and Report, 1927, pp. 37-40

D.y "Father Pandosy O.M.I.,“ 2nd Report,
927, pp. 12-16. '
Buckland; F. Y., "The Settlement at Anse au Sable,”

1st Repart, 1926, pp. 13-18.

Leon, ”mr. and Mrs. Lequima," 5th Report,
s PP 12"13. :

Nelson
193

Le‘uime
BT
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Wood; Mrs. f., "H. C. Young's Report on the
Mines at éherry Creck," 6th Report, 1935,
" .ppe 57-60. : »

.Simms,'C;,ﬁ,gf”chaadet's Report on the Silver
: vﬁinegiagACherry~6reek,“ 6th Report, 1939,
Pp. Gla2. o .

'Tassie;,c;"c., "The Gﬁérry Creek siiver ¥ining
CGmpany,":6th Report, 1935, pp. 74=5,

Norrié; L.; "Some Place Names in the Okanagan,"
- 8th Report, 1939, pp. 51-52.

’ .#QOkanagan Place Names," l2th Report,
19489 PP 198920\9”.' -

¢ "Luc Girouard," 13th Report, 1949,
~PPe 90-92, SR

~ YThe Gillard Golden %eﬁding;ﬁliﬁﬁﬁu
Reporty 1950, ps 151, '

K "The Establishment of the Okanagah
Mission," 17th Report, 1953, pp. 67-91.

Rélations (4 Jesult Publication), Montreal, L'Ecole
Sociale Populaire.

 "Du Francais a Vancouver," May, 1949, p. 132.

De la Gireday, I. B., "L'Expansion Frangéise
en Colombie," June 1949, pp. 164-165,

8tevenson, Janet e ?robleme_éeﬂﬁaiiiardville,"'
Janl’.@?y" 195&, P 11-12._

Ares, Richaré, "Position du Frangais an Canada,"
a statistical study, April 1954, pp. 111-116.

L "Pogition du Frangals dans 1'Ouest,®
July’ 1954’ PO 191"’1950 : '

. "position du Frangais au Canadas
Bilan General,” September 1954t pp. 260-264,

News items of interest on Vancouver snd other
British Columbia points, January 1949, p. 763
August, 1949, p. 2163 August, 1950, p. 2353
November, 1950, p. 3303 February, 1952; p. 443
June, 1952, p. 141. :
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evue DPe L'Uni: ersite Laval, Quebec, L,Univérsif;-
Lavala .

Giraud, Mo, "Lea Canadiens~Frangais dans les
Provinces de L'Ouest" Kovember, 1948,
pp. 215-232. |

Poznanski, T., “Quelques Donnees Numeriques Sur
L'Element Frangais au Canada," ¥ay 1953,
PR 816‘82

ansactions of th Ro 1;Societ of Canad

Frémont, D., "Les Frangals dans L'Ouest Canadien,"
series 3, Vol. 41, Section 1, 1947, pp. 1538,

"Les Etablissements Frangais a
1'Cuest du Lae Superieur," Series 3, Vbl. 18,
Seetion 1, 1954, pp. 7«15

Stanley, G. F. G., "French Settlement West of
Lake Superior," Series 3, vol. 18, Series 3,
19549 pp. 107”1150

V/ Vestern Lgmberggn (published as the Lumberman. and

Contractor from 1904-1607) Vancouver, B, C,

Hogh €. ¥aclean Publishing Co., (1905-1914)
For a student of the history of lumbering in
B. C. this is one of the most ugeful sources

- available., It shows most clearly the relation-
ship of lumbering to tbe Prajirie economy from
1895 to 1914, :

4, Pamphlets

: Beurggag, Henri, Genscgig%ion, &entreal, Le Devoir
17.
This publication sets forth clearly Bouragsa's
reasons for opposing. eonsmriptian. Though the
reader way not always agree with the arguments
-pregented here or in the two other pamphlets
cited below he is impressed with Bourassats
.sincerity and breadth. Bourassas seems really
to have been g "Canada-firster,"” not a mere
~ ‘promoter of Laurentiaﬁism. ‘
Bourassa, Henri, La Conférence Icpbriale et le Role
de M. Laurisr, Hontreal, Imprimarie Le Devoir,

-~ In this pamphlet the weiter condemns Canadian
involvement in any schemes designed to promote
Imperial interosts and says Laurler's role at the
1911 conference was ineffectuml because his poliey
there had been naith@r imperialist nor nationalist.
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Bourassa, Henri,le Devoir et La Guerre,Le conflit
des races, Hontreal, Imprimerie Le Deveir, 1916.
Here Bouragsa expresses the conviction that
further and more intensive Canadian effort in
the war should await the protection of Frenche
Canadian rights 4in the homeland.

Bourassa, Henri,»= *er ' ,
A ir Londeﬁ JC 0 » Bﬁm‘ray s 902, ‘ o
This pamphlet demonstrates Bourgssa's opposition
te an Imperial Federation plan. o

Groulx, Canon L. A., Nos ositio s Quebec, L’Action _

Gatbolique, 193%. f
In this pamphlet (an address to the young lawyers
of Quebee) Groulx argues that French Canada did
not surrender any of her sovereignty in 1867
nor agree to a pasition 1nfer10r to that of
English Canada,.

Greulx. Canon Iia e, We Are Divided (translated
from the French’ by “Gordon iothney) Montreal,
L'Action Nationaley 1943,

This pamphlet iz an answer to Abbe Maheux !
"pourquol Sommes-Nous Diviseé?" It condemns
"bonne~entente” history as unreallstic and
Anglo-Canadian arrogance ags the chief cause of
dig-union.

Books - Generalgﬁackground.

ires, Richard, Notre Question Nationale, Editions de
L Action Nationale, Hontreal, 1947, 7 volumes.
Rather a careful analysis of the problems facing
the survival of a French-ﬁanadian culture in -
¥orth Amerlea.

Bovey, Wilfred, Canadiens 4 Study of the Trench
Canadians, Lendon, Torente J.E. Dent and Sons,
1933, 243 p.

A sympathetic wtuﬂy of the French-Canadian and
his way of life, - '

-

Bovey, Wilfred, ' ‘ ng T A people
on the March, Toranto, J.ﬁ. Dent and Sons, 1938.
A study of the people of Quebec in the trans-
ition to gn 1néustrial econony. ,



154

ou) 4 symposium by ﬁbnsignor

: -at er Henri Saint~Denis,

“Jean Bruchesi, %arius Barbeau et Leon~%ercier

Gouin, Toronto, Ryerson Press, 1940, F
Originally a series of lectures given at’

Queen*s University in 1940 for -the purpose of
acquainting English Canadiang with the contributions
to Canadiarn 1life, of their French compatriots,

this. 11ttle haak is well worth reading. :

Groulx, L. 8.4 Hi ¢ £ depnis
sa decouverta Hontraal L'Action Raticnale 1950,
VYol. 1, 153417133 Vel. 2, 1713-17603 Vol. 34
1769~1é68~ Vol.: ‘4, 1848 - present.

This history overeolourt the glories of the. .-
French regime, exaggera%as the virtues of the
Froench-Canadian racé and interprets the train
of events since 1760 with the very partisan
gpirit Groulx condemns in Anglo-Canadisn
bistorians.

Groulx, L. 8., ﬂ;ies nee d'une.
dtdetion Canaéienae-?ranga 8@y
1930.

This propounds Groulx's favorite theory of the
development of a distinct and pure Canadian
race from the early Prench immigrants; a theory
often attacked -~ not withont catise, :

o ﬂ ce. Librairie
n&mitee, Montreal,

Hughes, Bverett C., L - . *ar
Chicago, University of Chicago Press
A socioclogieal study which showsg the revolutionary
effeet of industrialism on the once pastoral
Quebec. It is an admirsble effort to bring
-cur picture of French Canada up to date.

’Xnnis, H. 4.4 The Fu -Traée.in Can d‘; New Haven,
Yale University Press, 1930. .

Besides being a careful survey of the problems
of the fur industry under the FPrench regime
this volume describes the battle for control
of the fur trade after the conquest. It is an
aecurate econamic study.

Lanetoﬁ, %ustave, Situatien Politigue. ds .
Canadienne. Eantreal, Ge Ducharme, 1942, ’
This voiume is useful for the stuéy of the
political relationship of the church only in .
the pre-British era.
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maheux, Abbe &rthur, Problems of Canadian Unity,
Les Editions des Bois-Francs, Quebec. -

In contrast with Groulx who emphasizes the’
elements which promote disunity, Haheux
advocates effort on the part ¢f both major
elements in Canada to erase misunﬁerstanﬁing
and suspicion, ‘

Maheux, Abbé . Arthnr, ‘Problems of Canadisn U 1t .
Les Editions des Bols«Franes, Quebec, 1944..
Like many of Maheux' books of addresses
delivéred during the war of 1939-45 the

. objective is to promote mutual understanding
‘and respect. 4 good example of "bonnee
entente” ism on the part of a Frenchu
Canadian writer. .

Haheux, &bbé Arthur, Yhat Keeps Us Apart. Les Editions
de Bois~Francs, Quebec,
The principal usefulness of this and other
¥aheux' writings on the question of unity
is to show a "middle of the road policy" in
contrast With that of Groulx.

¥iner, Horace, St. Denis -A French Cansdian Parish,
Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1939.
4 sociological study of a very rural parish
in old Quebec. 1I%t does not portray at all the
new Quebec of the 20th century.

Moore, William Renry, The Clash, A Study in -
ﬁéﬁimn&iiti@s, Toronto, J.M: Dent, 1§I§° |

This is really a treatise endeavouring to

gorrect mistaken attitudes of the Anglo~Cansdian
: toward the Frenche<Canadian and much of its
'reaqoning is gkilfully presented,

Sandwell, B.K.y The Canadian Psonles, New Yark,
Oxford University Press, 1941,
Although not particularly about the French~
Canadians, where this book does refer to them
it shows the amuthor possessed a keen insight
into thelr feelings and convictions.

Siegfried, 4ndré, Canada, Landon Jonathan Cape, 1937.

: The chapt@r “The French Element" in Saetion 1
Demogranhy attespts to explain Frénch-Canadian
survival and evaluates the future prospects.
Urbanism is held to be the chief threat.

Siegfried, André, The Race Question in Capada, London,
Eveleigh Nash, 1907,

A very useful and interesting discussion of the
race problem in Canada. _



Welr, G.M.y The Separate School Buestion:
Toronto, Ryerson Press, 1934,
This book has long been the standard "textbook“
on separate school question, It is of little
-use in the Be c. field. o o

. Wade, P. %ason The Prend -**,]._h, Gu'loo;,
ﬁew York, Vik'ng Prass 194¢
This is really an eyitcme of the author's
later work "The French Canadians" For the
average reader who wants a concise statement
of the French-Canadian's point of view this
-is an. excellent help,

Wade, F. Hason, The French diang 1760-1945,
Toronto; Macmil an . k B
This scholarly and imposing work is by far the

- most thorough history of the French«Canadian
people yet written. The book has been pre-
- pared with a reasonable impartiality - as
‘much as is possible when the author's syme.
pathiés.have been aroused in favour of the
French—Canadians. Its great walue is lessened .
by the absence of a biblﬁography.

6. Books Relévant to the British Colusbis Fleld,

Barker, Bs C.y Lotters of A1 L
Oregon Histor cal voc,ety 1944,
In the correspondence printed 1n this volume
. there is some interesting data regarding the
personnel in the forts of the Hudson Bay
Conpany. .

Begin, Joseph, L'Abime de 1°!
Coureurs, Montreal, 1942.
This volume, unfortunately based on the 1931
census, gives statistical évidence to support
the au&hor's opinion that' French-Canadians
outside Quebec, especially in the citles are:
gradually being assimilated.

Brouillette, Benoit, .8 ion ontinent
~ Americain par les Cansdiens Franeai 5NMbnvréa1,
Librairie Granger Freres; 1939. '~

For any seeker of 1nformation on. the role played
by the Canadiens in the early exploration of
every part of North america from, Florida. to the
Arctic thig 1s a very helpful source. It

tells also of their role in the fur trade and -
early missione. :

As 1(z1atio“, Les. Avants~
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Burpee, L. J., The Search for the WESté n.§gg9_
Toronto, Haclillan, 1935, T
& work of a very general nature,.

Creighton, D. G., The Commereial Erpire of the
St.i;gwrence, Toronto, Ryerson, 1937.
: ever economic interpretation of the develop=-
ment of Canada after the Peace of 1763,

V/Eoway, P Wy and Scholefield, E. 0.y British Columbias
from the earliest times to the present, Vancouver,
S. J+ Clarke gubliShing Cempany, 19143 vol. 1I.
This book 4n spite of its pre-occupation with
pelitical events and constant tendency to
recount without interpreting is still a very
valuable source, the bsst available up to this
time, on the history of the province. - :

1

Johnsen, ¥rs, K., Ploneer Days of Nakus and the
Arrow Lakes, Nakusp, B. C., 19A1. '

Lanctot, Gustave, Les Canadiens Frangais et Leurs
Vgisins du. ;ud, ¥ontreal, Editeurs Valiquette,
1 lo ’
4s the title suggests 1t deals with French-
Canzdian influence in the United States and
American influence in Vrench Canada.

v Lower, 4.R.¥., The Horth American Assault on the
Canadian Forest (section on the Forest Industries
gng. Co . &, Carrothers) Toronto, Ryerson,
Since few books have been written about the
history of lumbering in North America, Professor
Lower's bock supplies & real need. The most
inforzative and carefully-writien part of the
beok 15 the B. €. section by Dr. #. 4. Carrothers.

g

Lyons, Sister L. ., Fracls Korbért B;gnchet
(4 Doctoral Thesis) washington; D. Ca, Catholie
University of America, 1940,
This is a very carefully written history of
Blanchet's work and the founding of the Oregon
mission, It is the’ mast valuable work available
in this field.

Hasson, L. R., lLes Bourgeois de la Compagnie du
Hord=0Ouest, QJuebecy 4. Coté, ' '
This volume includes stories of voyages and letters
and reports relative to the early fur traders
and explorers of the North West Company.
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méurault, Olivier,

Britannigue, aontreal, Les Faitions des Dix, 1948
?ﬁis little book; a summary of French-Canadian *
participation in B. C. history. gast and present%

has some usgseful data bnt is lae
documentatfen.

Ing in impertan

9 y Toronte,'ﬁussoh Baekaomgany'LtdQ;

1910, 2 vols.
Horice did not usually give the sources of his
information but his history isg an attempt to
meet a need overlocked by other wrlters.w;

Fréres, 1921, 4 volé.
An enlarge&ent of the two volume work published
in 1910 and puch more useful in the B. C. fielé.

Morice, Adrien Gabriel, 1859-1938, Tt
t ¢ Northern Interior of Britis

_ 1gESy ‘
.This velume reflects strengly Father merice '8
interest in the anthropology of the Indian tribes
and presents much data on the Northern Interior
not availablée in other beoks.

Yorice, Adrien Gabriel,_Souvenirs d'un Missionaire
en Colombie Br tannigue, St. Boniface, Junierat

Among the missionary's repiniscences are.
historical references of some value.

Nelsegé Denys, Fort sy 1827-1927, Fort Langley,
1927,

This 1little book written in Fort Langley's
centenary use was. prepared for popular use
rather than for historical study but it is use~
ful for background rea&ing. - .

v Nute% Grace L., Ihe Vozﬁg g%; New York, Appleton, 1931.
This volume undertakes to portray the character
of the voyageur as séen by his contemporaries,

particularly his fur-trading employers and in
this it succeeds reasenably wall. ‘



Sage, W. N., 8ir —
Toronto, Toronto Univarsity rass, 19309.
This bcok, ‘earefully ‘documented, is a help:
to understanding the role played by Douglas
in the days of B, C.'s infancy. .

7. Directories and Genealogical Dictianaries

Williams R. T«y The t ‘
1882n3, 1884~ y 1891, Victoria, Be Ca

Henderson's Briti: 22 uazouieal ang Lirec
Vancouver, B. C., 1901, 1904, 1908, 3s 1910,
1911, 1912, 1913. | |

Prince Rupert Directory, B. C. Directeries Ltd.,
Vancouver, B. C. 1 55.

All the directoriss mentiona& above are extremely
vseful in giving names and occupations of .
residents, It seems probable, however, that
some residents® nemes have not been listed and -
it is obvious that the spelling of names in
early directories was often Inaccurate and :
‘misleading, ' .

Tanguay, C. Abbe, si-tionnaire Ge,{g”e:‘oua‘de
Fapillesz Canad be Senecal and Fils,

" primeurs-Eﬁi'eurs, Quebe¢ 1871-1889, 6 vols.
This publication is useful fer checking French-
Canadian names common in B, C. Nearly all such
. names appear among the immigrants in the

earllest days cf New France.

8. Reports and Briefs

1937 (4 survey "Les Mar ages ﬁixtes’ par
M. L'Abbe R. Limoges) Quebec, Imprimerie du
Soleil'Ltee., 193

the report "La Vie Fran;aise en Golombie
Britannique" par Donat Savole) (Quebec; . 1952)
Quebec, Les Editions Ferlan&, 1953.
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‘ he'priﬁted text ﬁf?anraéio{bréaéeast given
froe radio station C, K.E‘W. at New Westminster,
B. Cuy April 1951°

9. Published Letters or Jonrnals

N Karmon, De ﬁ;% 4 Journal of the Va-a 28 and Ir vels
in the I : :

Courler PressQ 1911, '
There are many interesting passages in this
journal ”elative to the Indians apd the veyageurs.

- %aakenzie, 8ir Alexander
o tfvo.~' th»,contineni »th America to .

« SANS, ?eren'a Courler
Pressy 1911. This is a volume tha% everyone
who is interested in the exploration cf @estern
Canada sheuld read.

Riohﬁ E. E.~ (with an 1ntrodact10ntby W KayesLafb)

Torsnto Champlain Soclety,

-This cella@tion is an invaluable gsource for
anyone studying the fur trade and the general
history of the first half of the 15th century
on the Paeific coast of North america.: -

~' Rich, E. Eey (with an introduction by W. Chester
Martin) Simpson's Athabaska Reports, Toronto,
Champlain Soc¢

y ‘4
This is a priceless aid for the student of the
history of Western Canada and like the collection
of letters relating to the Columbia voyage in
1828 gives insight into Simpson's character
- and pelicles.

‘Rich, E. L., (with an introduction by W. Stewart
Wallaces Simpson's 1828 Journey to the Col
Toronto, Champlain Society, 1¢

I11, HMaps

- 1. Map showing the Durieu Distriet - based on a map of
the Lower Fraser Valley printed by the B, C,
Government Travel Bureau., ,
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2. %ap‘shewﬁng the ¥aillardville ﬁistriet - baseé
on a wap of New Westminster prepared by the
Hew westminster Board of Trade.

3. Map of Quebec showing the sources of lumber workers,
prepared by the writer.

4. Map of the Okanagan preparsg by %he writer fron a
map by Dr. M. 4. Ormsby. L :

5. Map showing the distribution of ?rench«Canadian
settlers in south western B. C.
IV. Photographs
1l F

'Father Ed@und Hal 1ard, first eur@ ef the parish
naned after him,

The first storé in H¥aillardville, at Laval and
Brunette Streets.

Meeting of Lower Mainlaend French-Canadians.

A French-Canadian picnic at Booth's farm.

The French-Canadian band.

24 ] .}%he-CQII gtion of Mrs, J. Thomas
Joseph Boileau as a teamster,; hauling firewood

from the mill to the townsite.
Lumber jacks on the Docks at Fraser ¥ills shortly
after their arrival, 1909.
(The Pitt River Road) Brunette Street in the
Barly Days.
The First church at Notre Dame de Lourdes,
¥aillardville under eonstruction, 1909,
The Bolleau home, 1910,
The second church of Kotre Eame de Lourdes Parish.
Pupils of L'Eeole Notre Dame de Lourdes with

- Father de Lestre and Sisters of the Chilé Jesus,
in early Corpus Christi procession.
French-Canadian Lumberjacks going for a Sunday
sleighride near Maillardville, 1909,

o ST
Haillardville.
The present Catholie church at Durieu,
The 0ld Catholic Church at Deroche, erected for
- work among the Indians and early settlers.
< Log cabin of an early settler, reported to
_have been construeted by Arthur Beaulieu,
Isadore Deroche's dugout canoe.
The parish high school at the Notre Dame de Lourdes.
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v. Personal-co&municatioﬂ 

1. Letters -

. Bourcet, ¥rs, Ann, Letter to the writer from
Luribyy Be Coy in reply to a questionnaire
fugust 10, 1955.°

' Brazeau, Rev. W., letter to the: writer, from
Port Alberniy B. Coy august 12, 1959

“Lalcnée, Peter, letter te the writer (reply to a
ggggtiannaire) froz Rossland, B. C., July 28,

Stacey, C. P Colenel, to’ the writer, Mapch 27, 1956,
repsrting -the impossibility of obtaining data
‘on srmy recruiting in Maillaraville.

Terrien, ¥rs. Yvonne letter to the writer,
February 29, 195é

Tull, T. J., letter from.Lumhy, B. Cey to the -
writer, October 4, 1955.”

_ White, F. H., Bditor, the Rossland Miner, ietter
1o the writer; July 23, 1955,

2a Xnterviews

Amero, Daniel, 1nterview with the writer, in
Maillardville, July 25y 1955. .

Bouthot, Mrs. Ernestine, interview with the writer
in ﬁéillardville, July 20, 1955.

. CGQper, Ce Joy 1nﬂarview with the writer, at White
Rack, B. Csy February 19, 19569,

'Dicaira, John, interview with the writer in
&aillardvil ey July 6, 1959,

Qoulet Je Bey interview with the writer, in
- Maillardville, July 21, 1955.

La Fleur, Charles, interview with the- writer at
Maillardville, B. C., July s 1955.

Paré,; Arcade, interview with the writar at
ﬁaillardville, July 7, 1955,

Lagace, Louls, interviaws with the writer at
gi$$§.°n' B, CQ, July 15 8nd 22, 19550

Boy,JOfcar§ interview with the writer at Durieu,
uly 1
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Thomas, Hr. J.; interview with the wri—tarl at
‘ Fraser ¥ills; B. Coy July 14, 1955 )



