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‘ABSTRAcwot,f

A HISTORY OF REVELSTOKE
| AND THE BIG BEND

b
'WILLIAM'WINSTANLEY BILSLAND

| .In the wrltlng of thls the51s I have attempted to outllne

b the hlstory of the reglon lylng w1th1n what is known as the

“hh«Blg Bend of . the Columbla River north of the main llne of the L

hi"r£Canad1an Pa01f1c Rallway -and west of the summlt of the Selklrk

‘fvdRange.d The work is 1ntended to be an hlstorlcal study of an

htfarea whlch whlte men first penetrated 1n search of furs and

'qf_dlater used as an overland means of access” to the Crown Colony

;\fof Brltlsh Columbla.» I have trled to explaln why and how

' the area flrst became known. Then I dlscuss the mlnlng act1v1t1es§:

d7hf1n the Blg Bend in the 1860'5 and subsequent years, ‘and go

:r;on to portray the most 1mportant 51ngle event in- Revelstoke'sf
fhhlstory, the constructlon of the Canadian ‘Pacific Rallway in
;?the 1880's.v In the 189015 the act1v1t1es of the rallway
'5company, lumberlng and mlnlng 1n the v101n1ty of Revelstoke

ogdled to the 1ncorporat10n of the town as a 01ty. Slnce 1899

fjhthe 01ty and surroundlng reglon have endured perlods of rapldu

”oégrowth and eras of rece551ons and depre351ons causxng a slow1ng

:hfof the rate of development.l I have trled to deplct the hlstory

fg{of the 01ty and area as they grew in populatlon, concentratlng ‘

f_fon the magor aspects of Revelstoke's past “the transportatlon, o




tcmlnlng and’ logglng 1ndustrles. I haVe;also~attemptedfto out-o"

M‘tllne the growth of the Revelstoke communlty in the polltlcal

'SOClal and economlc flelds. Flnally, I have trled to summarlze‘,,

k’:by explalnlng what Revelstoke is- today, and how the city hasle
r\:become what 1t 1s.“ Thls the51s is prlmarlly 1ntended as a
w._filocal hlstory study,ka small contrlbutlon to the general knowé |
‘7tledge of the hlstory of Brltlsh Columbla. I con51der that manydf
1dsuch studles as thls one are essentlal before properly trained
*ijhlstorlans w111 be able to produce competent soholarly worksv’
:5fon the maJor aspects of the polltlcal 5001a1 and economlc

‘f,,hlstory of the prov1nce of Brltlsh Columbia.
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‘;Preface'

The student of hlstory who 1s requlred to offer a the51s'l(

'ffjras part of the requlrements for his degree often flnds hlmself

' :ﬁln a dllemma.. From hlS source materlal he is usually expected
b*?fto secure data 1llustrat1ve of h1s toplc, to present that

”“gidﬁmaterlal loglcally and conc1sely, and to outline a "problem "

"f"or "problems " which, in ‘the course of his the51s, he resolves.

i‘ffSometlmes however, he is unfortunate' he has no "problem."
iff@iiHe has an 1nterest1ng fleld in Wthh tO work; he struggles :,d
’;liflong and hard to exhaust the source materlal on the toplc' and -
?ihe presents hls ev1dence, often never before known or gathered
R as best he can., Hls Droblem really, has been the problem o
lrylof flndlng his source material, sometlmes ea51ly, more often
piﬁfarduously. H1s task has been that of maklng avallable to
:Wefuture researchers materlal with whlch to solve "problems"

;2Whlch,'ln his ploneerlng, he elther mlssed entlrely or else

:kwas forced to overlook in order to concentrate on presentlng
?ihls story.d Thls partlcular the51s suffers from the lack of
:1any soluble problems but 1ts the31s, the story of the develop-
_??ment of the Revelstoke Blg Bend reglon to its present status, |
‘xiipermlts the study of several anc1ent problems still 1n ex1stence;

”ffand to summarlze the maJor developments or trends of the area°‘

The Blg Bend came 1nto promlnence w1th the gold rush of

’l7s1865, and for two brlef years was the centre of the mlnlng




iv

i'fk‘actlva.tles of an area noted for 1ts mlneral p0551b111t1es.'
tuThen a twenty—year perlod of relatlve calm descended over
tthe reglon whlle Brltlsh Columbla and Canada schemed to

: ﬂbulld a. great rallway to llnk Canada "from sea to sea" w1th

\d;‘bonds of steel , Slnce 1885 Revelstoke ‘has been a rallway

centre, w1th 1mportant resources as well, in the adgacent

mlneral deo051ts and forests. The story of the development

) lfof these resources, and of the transportatlon llnks whethervud'

k;by,water,.rall orsroad, ‘has prov1ded Revelstoke~w1th much ofk

g “csthe~glam0ur'0f its past-b In addltlon, the communal growth of

Revelstoke to the status of a 01ty 1n 1899, and the subsequent
cdevelopment after 1ncorporatlon has steadlly fulfllled many of
‘ifthe hopes of the ploneers who worked strenuously to brlng aboutl
“the status of Revelstoke today. '

I w1sh to acknowledge the 1nvaluable a531stance of Dr.

-4meargaret A Ormsby 1n the preparatlon of thls thes1s. I am-

*d'also 1ndebted to the staff of the Prov1n01al Archlves and my

;f‘w1fe..f




Chapter One
Natural descriptiOn
My road calls me, lures me
West, east, south, and north;
Mostvroaas lead men homewards,
My road leads me forth ’
To add more miles to the tally
. Of grey miles left behind,
- In quest of that one beaEty
,God put me here to find.
In wrltlng the above llnes John Masefleld mlght easily
f'have been descrlblng the wanderlng quest of one of Amerlca‘sf
‘~;[great rlvers,‘the Columbia, for its goal, the Paclflo‘Ocean._
MfWhen Captain Robert Gray first navigated his'ship, the Columbia
‘1Red§Viva, into the mouth of the Columbia’River in 1792, and
Vn named the unknown river for his vessel ‘he little reallzed the
‘; length of the waterway, or the nature of the country through
’“ewhlch 1t passes. The ohys1cal setting of the Columbla Rlver,
;e the Blg Bend region and Revelstoke is one of the flnest examples -
:f of the handlwork,of Nature.2 The rlver rises in therRocky
 'Mbuntain Trench the area in which most of'the'great rivers of
;;kBrltlsh Columbla oraglnate, and flows, relatlvely quietly, north- si

r’west between the Rocky Mountalns on - the east and ‘the Selklrk

Range to the west untll it reaches the site of Boat Encampment. ‘

,}nl', Masefleld John "Roadwayg" in The poems and plays of e
;ixJohn Masefleld New York Macmlllan 1919, 2 vols., vol. 1, p. 9k,

.2 . For further detalls on the physical settlng of the Columbla :

'ﬂrRlver and the Selkirk Range, see: Canada, Department of the

. Interior, Dominion Parks Branch, Through the heart of the Rockies

. and Selkirks, Ottawa, King's Prlnter 192L; and: British Columbia,
Department of Lands, Revelstoke and: Golden Land Recording District,

f‘Vlctorla, Klng's Prlnter 1949 (Bulletln series, no. 21, 1949.)




‘“vnd“There, after belng Joined by the waters of the Canoe and Woodif ’
corlvers from the north the Columbla abruptly leaves the Rocky'
‘h,Mbuntaln Trench, sheds its peaceful ways, sw1ngs around the v

rp?hnorthern end of the Selkirks, reverses its course and beglnsk]

R_‘lts southward rampage, now. hav1ng the Selkirk Range on 1ts

kh{{eastern bank and the Monashee Mountalns on the western shore. | .

":{kas the river follows 1ts course 1t becomes 1ncrea51ngly turbulent,vh

s 5€?and after recelvlng the waters of Blgmouth Creek from the east,

*f;;;Jroars 1ts way through Gordon Raplds, the first of the numerous,

:éirough passages in the rlver. Farther south Klrbyv111e Creek

hxﬁdfrom ‘the west and Goldstream from the east Join the Columbla.

ﬁah??iInto Goldstream from the north flow French and McCulloch creeks.

‘hjiﬁlerbyv111e, Goldstream, French and McCulloch creeks were all

”“;iyﬁpromlnent names in the days of the Blg Bend gold rush in 1865
‘f{fiand 1866 Below Goldstream there is a series of wild raplds -

PiarTwelve Mllea Death and Prlest - before Downle Creek 301ns the

tColumbla from the east Just south of the old site of La Porte,

huiithe place where the steamers PlYlng the rlver ended their Journeysai

Vf%fBelOW Downle Creek the Elghteen Mlle Rapids 1ntervene before the

fR;LrColumbia recelves the waters of Carnes Creek from the east.' As
;f?ithe rlver approaches Revelstoke 1t passes through the thtle )

: '*';Dalles Canyon and Steamboat Rapids, and then reaches the Big Eddy,
idlifraust north.of the clty. Between Steamboat Raplds and the Big E
'grzhshEddy, the Jordan Rlver JOlnS the Columbia from the west. Opp031te .

: thevelstoke the Tonkawatla River also pours its waters 1nto the

‘sColumbla, whlle, south of the clty, the turbulent Illeclllewaet 3
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n‘(the "sw1ft rlver") ends its wild, western flight from the
'1;gla01ers in the heart of the Selklrks. | ’ | S,
| Below Revelstoke the Columbla Rlver gradually quletens

in 1ts course, pa851ng the settlements of Greenslide 'ngwam ;,'iw

”’1.and Sldmouth and then expands into the Upper Arrow Lake at

"pilArrowhead. Along the North East Arm of the Upper Arrow Lake o

'lpiare the towns of Comapllx, at the mouth of the Incomappleux

\“dejRiver, and Beaton at the head of the Arm., Up the Incomappleux:'

5 (the Kootenay Indlan word for "flsh") is the town of Camborne.

o In the form of the Upper Arrow Lake the Columbia Rlver continues -

‘fillts way southward narrows at West Demars, and then expands agaln

beat Burton 1nto the Lower Arrow Lake.p Below the Arrow Lakes the
istolumbla and Kootenay rivers unlte at Brllllant and then the
}i}Columbla crosses the 1nternatlonal boundary near Waneta. It flows
rfln a southwestward dlrectlon to a p01nt near Brewster, Washlngton,Af
f where 1t recelves another tributary, the Okanogan River. There
:fithe Columbia once more sw1ngs southward and Joins the Snake Raver |
;'near Richland Washlngton. The Columbla then turns westward in
fits course, becomlng a part of the state border between Washlngton "
land Oregon, and flows on to the Pa01fic Ocean near Astorla, Oregon.;

One wrlter has descrlbed the Columbla as “the most wh1m51cal

’ksifLOf great r1vers n3 and calls its valley a patchwork of odds and

'V**;ffends and mlsflts of'older valleys hav1ng a strange history not

'l‘&h;yet unravelled nk Lhe Columbla is ”wh1m31ca1 " but 1t and thek;'

3 | Coleman A, P., The Canadlan RocklesJ new and oldktrails,

| '”*‘-,k’l‘oronto Frowde, 1911, P 49. :

b Loc.;c1t.




'1fcountry through whlch 1t passes are also maJestlc. Another ;f'“’”
’:descrlptlon says that the Columbla encompasses the magnlflcent

5

;,’Selklrk Range like a moat enc1rcles a craggy fortress.f The
"&»epeaks of the Selkirks, on the average are now l OOO to 2 OOO
kkffeet lower than the mountalns of the adgacent Rockles, but
‘fh:mllllons of years ago the Selklrks, older than the Rockles,e
o were also hlgher.; Today the Selklrks “more rounded by the thumb%f'
7elof time than the Rockles, lack the sharp splres, plnnacles and.
mihsummlts whlch make the Rockles so plcturesque. The Selklrks,'
H:hihowever, excel 1n the luxurlance of their forests, and in the
:’7pfextent and mass of 1ce whlch cover thelr summits throughout the
fﬁgyear. The SOlld mountaln wall of the snOWbcapped range, approachedr
;hfrom elther the eastern or western 51de, 1s 1mpre851ve.f
- The B1g Bend dlstrlct is approx1matelylthat reglon north oflh
.»l dthe maln llne of the Canadlan Dacific Railway,'enclosed by the:
:hlibend of the Columbla River.6~,The?entire,area is rugged, the ;
f;mountalns rlslng rapldly from the riVer'sushores;f”The'lower p,
*gl‘hllls and benches are covered w1th a heavy growth of t1mber,"d‘

“'lzlncludlng Douglas Flr,‘cedar and white pine., The tlmber line

fextends to an altltude of approx1mately 6. OOO feet above the

M“;j/river. On the d1V1des between the creeks and rivers there is a

‘fhocon51derable area of what mlght be termed a rolllng plateau

5. Canada, Department of the Interlor, Domlnlon Parks Branch
"Through the heart of the Rockles and Selklrks, Ottawa, Klng's
mPrlnter, l92h, D ho,;* ; R

6 ‘The topography of the B1g Bend reglon is adequately :

yfdescrlbed in:  Canada, Department of Mines, Geological Survey ;

~ .of Canada, A geological reconnaissance between Golden and Kamloops,

-~ Be.C., along the Canadian Pacific Rallwa‘, Ottawa, Klng's Prlnter, ‘
‘ 5. , Mem01r serles, no. 68.) ‘ e




k‘or~parkiand ~from which the mountain peaks rise another i,OOO 7‘
to 2 ,000 feet. The valleys‘of the creeks offerhaccess to this’h
bq'parkland. f S : .‘ ’ N
| Revelstoke 1tself is a natural gateway to several of the
aadJacent reglons - the Blg Bend the Eagle Pass, the Ille01llewaet
k:Valley, the Arrow Lakes and the Trout Lake Lardeau area. At |
k'i,5an altltude of l 494 feet above sea level, 7 it nestles on a
t'ehfalrly exten51ve tract of level 1and on the east bank of the
'Columbla, north of the Jjunction of the Illecillewaet and Columbla
.’rlvers. It possesses a site suitable for the growth of a
kf‘ large spac1ous city. The surrounding 5011 is rlch admlrably
»fwsulted for local truck—gardenlng. Overlooklng the~c1ty are
»swhundreds of peaks of the Selklrk and Gold ranges. North of
dﬁlﬁ’the 01ty, Mount Revelstoke, a part of the Clachnacudalnn
vRange stretches up to a helght of 6,700 feet., The entire
thmountaln is 1ncluded in Mount.Revelstoke National Park. From
.kfvitsyheak ea511y acce551ble by the Royal nghway, there is a
7‘magn1f1cent view of the city, the Columbla and the Illec1llewaet.

h’ﬂ"‘South of Revelstoke Mbunt Nacken21e stretches 8 ,100 feet towards:

ithe sky To the southwest across the Columbla, are the great
Sentlnels of the Gold Range, Mbunt Macpherson 7,900 feet
'?;ehlgh and Mbunt Begble, almost 9, 000 feet in helght._ 411 of

these peaks prov1de a beautlful natural settlng for the c1ty,

fglv1ng lt a. pernetual background of ice, snow and mounta1n~blue.‘

fhv7' The location and climate of the Revelstoke-Blg Bend
~ region are discussed in: British Columbia, Department of
: Agrlculture, Climate of British Columbla, Vlctorla, Klng's

: Prlnter 1950, pp. 7, 19-20 23.




The area from Revelstoke to Boat Encampment has a very

. heavy snowfall every w1nter, but 1itt1e rain. Durdngfthe
hjd;perlod from 1900 to 1950 there has been an average, annual
‘*:preclpltatlon of forty 1nches, 1nclud1ng both rain and- snow.
'zThe average ~annual fall of snow is 141 1nches.‘ Between Aprll l
‘pf;rand September 30 the ra1nfa11 is about nlneteen 1nches. Over
f,a perlod of forty-nlne years, the average mean temperature at
Tf‘Revelstoke was, forty-four degrees and in 1950 the extremes
hr{of temperature at Revelstoke ranged from nlnety—four degrees
.C~r;1n July to twenty-two degrees in January.v In the w1nters the‘
"mountalns, benches, creeks and forests are 51lent, covered
::1¥w1th snow and 1ce. ~In the summers however, all types of

flowers blossom profusely, and ;ln the area, mountaln goats,

n,!carlbou, black brown and grlzzly bears ducks and grouse carry

'7pon thelr routlne llves seldom dlsturbed by human act1v1t1es.




. Chapter Two
L'Earlylexploration

Lawrence Burpee has descrlbed Dav1d Thompson as the

1‘f dlscoverer of the sources of the Columbla Rlver, the first

white man to travel the upper reaches and trlbutarles of the
‘ Columbla and the pathflnder of more than one way across the

‘ »contlnental d1v1de between ‘the waters of the Saskatchewan and

‘;ﬂeBurpee, was also the greatest geographer of his day, and the
maker of what, in his era, was the best map of British North.

“‘America.l

Athabaskan rivers and the Columbla River. Thompson said

| Although Burpee's claims about Thompson are almost

| "rtlncredlble, they are all true. Between 1784 and 1797 Dav1d

E | "Thompsonz was in the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company. In

i ”;X‘fgthe latter year he Joined the Northwest Company, the aggre551ve%

hicombinatlon of the shrewd Scottlsh "pedlars" of Montreal and

lﬁ;the French—Canadlan voyageurs, and spent the greatest years

“yf ?of hls life with the Northwest CompanY- After the Northwest
fg"Company amalgamated w1th one of its rlvals, the XY Company,
PR 1804, it de01ded to send its traders into the country west

;',?of the Rockles to galn the furs of the Indlans there, In

;:“1 : Burpee, Lede, The search for the western seaj; the story
*_of the exploration of northwestern Amerlca, London, Alston Rlvers,»
B p° 559-r, ) ;

2 The best work on the 1ife of Dav1d Thompson is that edited
-and annotated by J. B. Tyrrell, and it has been used extensively
- 1in the recounting here of Thompson's activities: Thompson, David,

David Thompson's narrative of his explorations in western Amerlca,

1£8%-1812, edited by J. B. Tyrrell, Toronto, Champlaln Soclety,
Champlaln Soclety Publlcatlons ) - ‘




B i T

, _ 8
: 1807 Thompson led a oarty of Nor'deéters from Rocky Mountain
kleouse, on the Saskatchewan Rlver ~through Howse Pass to the

Columbla Rlver. From that moment untll 1812 when he recrossedf

“"fwthe Rockles for the last tlme, he explored every inch of the

'?fﬁ_Columbla Rlver between 1ts source and mouth In 1807 he flrst

‘jsascended the Columbla from Blaeberry River to Kootenay House.

) In the follow1ng years he continued his explorations of the

lti‘great rlver to 1ts source, flnally cros51ng the d1v1de to the

'-Ai,gKootenay Rlver and g01ng down the Kootenay to its Junctlon

w:_th the Columbia. | |
S Untll 1810 Thomoson used Howse Pass to cross the Rockles.

‘?'In 1810 however he found that the Piegan Indlans were angry

‘fiffat his supplylng of the Kootenay Indians W1th flre—arms.' He

‘”Zide01ded to ‘use Athabaska Pass to reach the Columbla River, thus
?fav01d1ng the Plegans. Upon arr1v1ng on the Columbla he went

ldown the rlver to the p01nt where the Canoe River empties 1nto

"?{dfthe Columbla from the north. He stepped ashore for the first

‘ tlme on January 26, l8ll at the site that later became famous

“as Boat Encampment.- He then retraced his route up the Columbia

fk,;}River to 1ts source and crossed overland to. the Kootenay River,

ﬂfHe went down the Kootenay to 1ts Junctlon w1th the Columbia, and 7

v”fbKthen followed the Columbla to Fort Astorla near the mouth of -

'Tl?;the rlver, arrlvlng there on July 15 1811. When Thompson

".'fnreturned from Fort Astorla he followed the oolumbla to the

,lfSnake Rlver.t After spendlng some tlme near Kettle Falls, he

‘fwent up the Columb1a to Boat Encampment thus becomlng ‘the

ht?flrst whlte man -ever to nav1gate the entlre rivers tHe did not L
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“ldescend the whole rlver from 1ts source to its mouth in one o

ftlaourﬂeY, he made hlS exploratlons in bits and pleces. When he

“fffbwent up the Columbia to Boat Encampment in 1811 however, he

S i:‘;‘.yes‘babllShed the route which the future fur brlgades of the
i°‘f‘:Hudson's BaY Company were to follow for many years. -
“;h David Thompson was not the flrst white man to See the |
‘hifuture 51te of Revelstoke. In his QQEEEQlB Thompson tells us.
fAQf;lthat Flnan McDonald a Scottish—born clerk of the Northwest

'ifccmpany, had led a party of four white men and two Indlans
zﬁ:from Kettle Falls up the Columbia Rlver to a point a few mlles

“"~;.fébove Revelstoke early in August, 1811, and had returned to

T:ZKettle Falls on August 27 The honour of being the first party
P whiBe s
_ofnmen to see the future site of Revelstoke therefore, belongs

ﬂ»to the group led by McDonaldh.

éThompsonokbptuan acourate account of all his travels:
‘Vreoordlng the 1at1tude and longltude of varlous places and the :
ldates of hlS arrlvals and departures from these points .noting

;the creeks and rivers whlch poured their waters 1nto the Columbiaamf

1and Kootenay rivers descrlblng the dlfferent trlbes of Indlans e

:”kThompson, op. cit., p. 533, n. 1,

-k ,;thtle has been written about the life of Finan McDonald.
.~ Some material is to be found in: Meyers, J.A., "Finan McDonald -
. explorer, fur trader and legislator," Washin ton Hlstorlcal
ng, vol. 13 (July, 1922), pp-~-1_ |
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:l'which he met, and, in general vgiv1ng later explorers and |
h":itravellers an accurate plcture of the then unknown land across:
ﬁ'lsdthe Rockies.i From hls Journal for example, we. know that

'”"tvahompSOD's party, on 1ts way up the Columbla to Boat Encampment

'lfhcamped at a point about two mlles above Revelstoke on September 11,
Jt?f;181105}kWhen Welter Moberly was explorlng on behalf of the Crown "‘
’:hlrchlony of Brltlsh Columbla in the area near Revelstoke in 1865,

‘?7h‘{f‘he found on a fir tree a very old blaze notlng the latltude and

‘1liflongitudes and 51gned by David Thompson.ée Moberly reported

"5irﬁf;that Thompson's latltude and longitude were almost exactly

'f*lff‘correct. Con51der1ng the difflculties under which Thompson

57fftworked he was a most expert geographer-

After 1812 Thompson went to Montreal and never returned to

'“}}[the Columbla Rlver.; In 1813 and 1814 he prepared for the
T“s Northwest Company a general map of the country west of the
i Rockles placlng on it the results of his years of exploration,

“ff#On his map he shows the Selkirk Range as "Nelson's Mountalns L

'fso named after Lord Horatlo Nelson.7' After the unlon of the )

'X?Northwest and Hudson's Bay companles in 1821 Nelson's Mountalns .

aif(Thompson, Op. 01t., p..llii. : ﬂr’

ff:6 Mbberly, Walter, The rocks and rivers of Brltlsh Columbla
~ London, Blacklock, 1865, 5. 43

};Wheeler, A 0., The Selklrk Mbuntalns 'Winnipeg, Stovel 1}911] s

S
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‘}‘f‘became known as the Selkirk Mountalns, in honour of the Earl of

"h(Selkirk a prominent member of the. Hudson's Bay Company, who

1r was also the founder of the settlement on the Red Rlver.s

When Dav1d Thompson landed at Boat Encampment on January 26,,.

S 1811 he establlshed an 1mportant stopping-place for future

‘:itravellers.‘ Boat Encampment is 51tuated at a strategic pOlnt
illn the Cordlllera of North America, at the most northerly p01nt
l,‘of the Columbia River and also at the spot where the Canoe and
‘i~Wood rlvers 301n the Columbia. There, on the flats formed by

'dthe 51lt and gravels of three rivers and of three mountain

h‘lwnsystems - the Rockles and the Selkirk and Gold ranges = the

1lfur brlgades met in future years, hauled thelr boats out of the

'vfirlver, 11t thelr camp flres and relaxed for a llttle‘whlle in

‘7‘;7ha most congenlal atmosphere. From east and west the traffic

\_,dof a contlnent met at Boat Encampment. Dr. James Hector, a

’fh geologlst w1th the expedltlon of Captaln ‘John Palllser in the

“fifilate 1850'5 said that untll as late as 1853 the regular express

nffof the Hudson's Bay Company, 1aden with letters and accounts,-'

*,ifset out in March, every year, from Edmonton for Boat Encampment.g‘

;f“C"At Boat Encampment the eXpress would exchange mail with the

’f{express from the western areas, and then would return to

3,’hthdmonton and Norway House. In September, also, brigades would

' FSet out from Edmonton via the Athabaska Pass and Boat Encamp-

;’ment for Fort Vancouver, carrylng a sub51dy of otter. sklns which,

th Wheeler, The Selkirk Mountalns, p. 11,
g

. Cited in Burpee, L. J., On the old Athabaska trail, Toronto,»'
RFerson, 1926, P. 195.,f




llffbeglnning‘in_l839;‘the company~paid.annuallydto’thehRussian’”’
tGovernment for the rent of a portlon of the northwest coast.;O
- In the years to come, almost every noted western explorer
‘”s:and mlss1onary was to spend some tlme at the s1te of Boat Encamp-éf
%fjfment Dav1d Douglas, a botanlst who collected botanlcal | e
Tfi;spe01mens in North Amerlca for the Royal Hortlcultural Soc1ety’f
'f(and for whom the Douglas Flr is named) landed at Boat Encamp-< rf’

) ,;ament on Aorll 27, 1827, and thus descrlbed hlS impressions

i;;iof the reg10n~l

“How famlllar soever hlgh SNowWy - mountalns may -
. have been to us where in such a case we mlght
~ be expected to lose that just notion of. tnelr
- immense altitude, yet on beholding the grand -
. dividing ridge of the continent all that we
-~ have seen before disappears from the mind
' and is forgotten, by the height, the sharp
© . and 1ndescr1bably rugged peaks, the darknesi
‘.J of the rocks the gla01er and eternal Snow. 1

Another noted traveller on the Columbla Rlver was Paul

wKane, the Irlsh born artlst. Brought ‘up in Toronto, Kane d

istudled art for several years in Europe and then dec1ded to

_v151t the western mountalns to palnt on canvas what other
:ploneers recorded 1n 1nk Wlth the help of Slr George Slmpson,
,the Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, he 301ned the fur o
‘brlgades, and spent three years, from 1845 to 1848, among the
flndiansfand'furetraders?on both Sides of the Rocky'MOuntains.f

gHevstudied,the ways of the fur-trade the magnlflcent scenery,-

and the manners and customs of the Indlans,‘recordlng hls |

.ufflO'i Burpee, On the old Athabaska trail, p. 195.

11 Tbid., p. 128. For a ‘detailed study of Douglas' life see°l
A,Harvey, A.G.,, Douglas of the flr, Cambrldge, Mass., Harvard
Unlverslty Press, 1947. i EAANEY , , T
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“‘impressionsfbj 011‘Sketches. When he returned to eastern '4
‘tCanada;vhe*took with himjoverVBOO sketches, of which/one depicts

 Boat Encahpment':a point Which he saw:at least twice. In 1859,
‘jhalso, Kane publlshed a narrative of hlS expedltion, and thus

‘fffleft a‘good record of his experlences and observatlons in the-

\hidcountry through whlch he had passed 1z , ,

i In 1857 the Brltish Government dec1ded to send Captaln
gkaohn Palllser to 1nvest1gate the advantages of Brltlsh North
iﬁ%ffAmerlca for settlement and to 1nqu1re into the p0551b111t1es

g?of bulldlng a transcontwnental railway through British terrltory“a

ffln North Amerlca 1n order to prov1de a safe and direct means of

Lff?communlcatlon with the British posse351ons in the Orlent.13

6 tszaptaln Palllser, Dr. James Hector and other members of the partyf

kf(hdevoted three years to thelr task, spendlng much of that time
3’1n the Rockles and the: Selklrk and. Gold ranges. In his report

"Palllser adv1sed against the constructlon of a rallway through

k;?'the mountalns because of the great expense of such a difficult _
proaect and also deflned the boundarles of his famous Mtriangle®
of land 1n the southern part of the pralrle prov1nces, labelllng |
.'it as unflt for exten51ve cultlvatlon. | o

o By the early 1860'5 the dlSCOVerleS of gold on the Fraser
e Elver and in the Carlboo had forced the offlclals of the Crown

S Colony of Brltlsh Columbla to glve some thought to the Pr°V131°n

"12 Kane Paul, ‘Wanderlngs of an artist among the Indians of
North Amerlca from Canada to Vancouver's Island and Ore on
: t LArough the Hudson's ay company's territory anp ( again,

~ {London Longman 1859.

{ ;t13 For detalls of the Palllser expedltion see: Denholm, Jed,
~V-The Palllser survey, 1857-1860, M.A. the51s, U.B.C., April, 1950.
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i‘of means of communlcatlon through the regions covered by thef

“P‘Canadlan portlon of the Cordlllerao In the fall of 186h
‘df;Frederlck Seymour, the governor of the' colony, sent a party led

hhby George Turner a former member of the Royal Englneers, to’*

:iexplore for a road to ‘the Kootenays.lh; Turner's ~group left Yalevf'
“d?QFyon October 4, and went via Kamloops, the South Thompson Rlver,
cﬁldi:Shuswap Lake and over the divide to the Columbla, not far from

| f?wDeath Raplds.‘ The party went first to Boat Encampment, and then.

h,descended the Columbla. Turner's men prospected on the bars

:fof the rlver, and found gold in paylng ‘quantities, from two to
ffdflve cents per pan. Turner reported that there were miners

'fsipworklng on the trlbutarles of the Columbla, and that some of

'*?them Were d01ng well, The expedition returned to New Westminster:

{?»Hion December 28, 1864.

- In the followwng year, 1865, the government despatched
15

,Walter Moberly to the Kootenays for exploratlon purposes.

Nbberly 1s a most 1mportant man 1n the story of the early
»exploratlon of the Blg Bend of the Columbia Rlver. He was
born in England in 1832 and went to Barry, Ontarlo, in 1835.

: He subsequently became a 01v11 englneer flrst belng employed

1 For further detalls of the Turner ex edltion, see: New

- Westminster British Columbian, November 15 1864, January 4,
~1865; Victoria Colonist, January 6, 1865; and Scholefield, E.0.S
. and Howay, F. W.T'B"*ti_h Columbia from the earliest times to :

~ the present, Vancouver, Clarke, 1914, vol. 2, p. 232,

.y

15  For the biographical details of Moberly's llfe, see: e
organ, H,J., The Canadian men and women of the time, Toronto,

| Brlggs 1898, pp.. 640-641; Wallace, W. S., comp., Llhe dlctlona .

, f Canadian biography, 2d ed., Toronto, Macmillan) 1945, voI.%

; h57 and Robinson, Noel Blazing the trail through the Rocklesff
t e sté _of Walter Moberl‘ and his share in the making of .
-.2222222, Vancouver,’News-Advertlser Press, 1915, passim.
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 on the Ontario, Simcoe and Huron Railway.l‘Between 185A and
1858 he wes a good friend of Paul Kene, the artist who had
ki}v151ted the west in the 1840‘3.16' From Kane's 1ong and

vf;detalled descrlptlons of the Canadian West Moberly acqulred

“i,a strong de51re to v151t western North Amerlca. In 1859 he

-f.entered the 01V1l service of Brltlsh Columbia under Colonel
:t?fR. . Moody of the Royal Engineers, and laid out the site of
;f‘NeW'Westmlnster, the capital-to-be. He then left the ClVll

”ﬁservice for a whlle, and engaged in prospectlng for coal, trying

5wto promote a tramway, and surveylng. In the winter of 1859—.

‘hwt1860 he met Captaln Palllser and Dr. Hector, and was disappointed

J“;to hear that Palliser con51dered infea51ble a railway from Lake

Superlor to the Pac1flc Coast -a progect whlch Moberly had

'*',S_already concelved 17 In 1860 and 1861 he was employed on the
k'j:Dewdney Trail, and from 1862 to 1864 worked on the Carlboo

Road In the fall of 186h he secured the seat . for Carlboo N

West in the Leglslatlve Councll of Britlsh Columbla, believing -

that there he could best strlve for his prOJect a railway through

the mountalns. In 1865 he re51gned hlS seat to become the

A881stant Surveyor-General for the Colony of Britlsh Columbia,

ahd embarked upon the flrst of hlS Journeys of exploratlon. _

d On July 8, 1865, Moberly was comm1551oned by the Govern-

ment to carry out exploratlons from Kamloops to the Rockles,

. and to select a route for a wagon road from the lower Fraser
R 18 '
9Q;2,River to the Columbia or Kootenay rlvers. ~ In v1ew of the

gdrecent dlscoverles of gold on the Columbla Rlver above the

16 Moberly, Rocks and rivers, p. 9.

i 17 ’i Ibid- =2i8., p' 33 °




Arrow Lakes, the government hoped that its surveyors would flnd ff
| f( a pass for a wagon road between Lytton Kamloops Lake and '
1"~'Shuswap.' Moberly flrst went to Shuswap Lake, and, at the :
“‘:ﬂkeastern end of the 1ake, noticed a- valley (the Eagle River Valley)r

dfkrunnlng eastward 1nto the Gold: Range exactly where he had hoped
‘fidto flnd a pass. " He was unable to explore the valley thoroughly, '
skhowever, 51nce he had to lead hlS party over the divide between |
wﬁﬁif’Seymour Arm of Shuswap Lake and the Columbla River. Twenty
fspgfyears later hefthus descrlbed'hls first view of the pass:n

In the summer of 1865, I was explorlng the
Gold range of mountains for the Government
of British Columbia, to see if there was any
- pass through them. I arrived at the Eagle
" River, and on the top of a tree near its '
- mouth I saw a nest full of eaglets, and the
~two old birds on a limb of the same tree.
-I had nothing but a small revolver in the shape
of firearms; this I discharged eight or ten
times at the nest, but could not knock it down.
The two old blrds, after circling around the
~nest, flew up the valley of the river; it
struck me .then, if I followed them, I mlght
find the much wished-for pass. I explored
~ the valley two or three weeks afterwards, and
- having been successful in finding a good ,
.- pass, I thought the most approprlate name I '
Tl could give it was the 'Eagle Pass.' 9

’;When Moberly reached the Columbla, he and his companlon,

M;:fAlbert Perry, and some Indlans built a canoe. Then the two white .

wh‘ymen with an Indlan boy, ‘went down the river - to the Upper Arrow

’Ieke. Moberly, hlmself descrlbed the Journey'

We were swept along at a grand.rate, and
‘at last found the river getting narrow, with
high rocky banks and over-hanging cliffs. I
© was in the middle of the canoe taking bearlngs
estimating distances, &c., the Indian boy in
- the bow, and Perry steerlng. ‘The boy suddenly
~_excla1med 'Wake closhe chuck, - konaway nameluce,
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. Whlch is 'bad water - 21l will be killed;!
he put in his paddle and lay down in the bottom
- of the cance. I crawled over him, and getting
- hold of the paddle Perry and I managed to keep
~the canoe out of the whirls, &c., that :
threatened to suck us down. At one moment
we were on the edge of one of these dan-.
gerous places, and the next swept a hun-
~dred yards away by a tremendous thoil.!?
. Sometimes one end of the canoe became the
- bow, and at other times the opposite end,
. but at length we reached a little sandy
- cove and landed in still water. We had -
o runZBhe 'thtle Dalles' without know1ng
1t.

It was on thls Journey, Jjust after the passage of the

;lettle Dalles, that MoberlY found Thompson's old blaze on a

E,flr tree. Moberly thenfentered~wagle Passffrom the eastern

u{hthe Overland Rallway. 21 He" returned to his depot on the Co-
br:lumbia, and then, w1th a group of Indians, Journeyed to the
tvalley of the Illec1llewaet River to flnd a pass through the :

";fSSelklrks. He reached the p01nt where the Ille01llewaet Rlver

”“”;?forks, one branch going north and the other contlnulng east.

fMoberly followed the northern branch (then known as the "North

Fork of~the Ille0111ewaet" but now called "Tangler Creek. ")
After the party had penetrated a few miles up the North Fork

- yrthe Indlans refused to go any farther, saylng that winter was

hnear, and that the valley both behind and before them would -

22
soon become 1mpassable with Snow. Regretfully, Moberly had

.tO turn back _thus. endlng his exploratlons for 1865.

In October, 1865 Moberly recelved 1nstruct10ns from the

._’k'?ﬁpf MOberly, Rocks and rivers, PP 40 4l.

‘22f'11b1d., p. L5.

“d92{31de, and.on a small cedar tree blazed "This is the Pass for =
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"vgovernment to act as Gold Comm1351oner on the Columbia Rlver. 3

flee was the flrst such offlcer in the Blg Bend area. He served

”7'as Gold Comm1ss1oner for a short tlme, and then, after glVlng

":wfkRobert T Smlth the necessary powers to issue mlnlng certlflcates

hhland to record clalms,24 returned to New Westmlnster.

| In 1866 Moberly returned to the Columbla as soon as
i:stravel was p0351ble. He 1a1d out a trail from La Porte, at the
1n}head of nav1gatlon to the mining creeks, and also dlrected the
gfclearlng of a ‘pack trail through the snows between Seymour and

f?the Columbla.» In addltlon he laid out a townsite at French

':Z“Creek - He then made a survey of the Columbla from its source’

f?tto Klrbyv1lle Creek, and returned to New Westmlnster. While
%ehe was descendlng the Columbla east of the Selklrks ‘he looked
Alonglngly 1nto the chklng Horse and Howse passes but did notuh
'K'have time to explore them, - '

At the end of the season of 1866 Moberly left the civil

fservice, and ‘spent much of the next flve years in the Unlted
-”States.p In 1871 the federal government app01nted h1m the |
istrlct Englneer for the region between Shuswap Lake and the_
easterly foothllls of the Rock1es.25» Moberly planned to make
ha;survey through Howse and chklng Horse passes then to follow'
the Columbla around the Blg Bend to Eagle Pass, cross ‘the Selklrk '
*Ranée by the southeasterly branch of the Illec1llewaet and |

- ”3 ‘British Columbia ,Department of Lands and yorks, Columbia -
Rlver Exploration, 18 é (hereafter referred to as Columbia River:

"tj,ff‘ oration, 18 y New Westmlnster Government Prlntlng Officey
,;.I%EB, Pe 7o A T

”"f*241' Loc. c1t. e

25 Mbberly, Rocks and rlvers, p. 62.
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kfthen head east to the headwaters of the Saskatchewan. He
};'went down ‘the Columbla to Gold Rlver ‘on the eastern flank

,'g'of the Selklrks, and there de01ded to try an east-to-west

Sd‘cross1ng of the Selklrk Range. He ascended the Gold ﬁiver to 'h
'f;lts source, and then, via a pass over 5,800 feet hlgh (now s
ii%known as Mbberly Pass), crossed over to the headwaters of
iﬁhGoldstream, whlch ‘drain westward 1nto the Columbla. He ?ollowed
:TdGoldstream to the nearly-deserted mining town of French Creek |
iwhere he met A W Vowell, the Re51dent Gold Comm1551oner., |
iTHe then travelled to the totally deserted settlement at McCullochr
:yCreek From there he went to La Porte on the Columbla, thus
Hi?becomlng the flrst-known whlte man ever to cross therugged
'JSelklrk Range. At La Porte,_1n01dentally, he found only one
;;man.zé The year of 1871 was a far cry from 1866 when the creeks
tof ‘the Blg Bend were swarmlng with mlners. From the Columbla,

3“Mbberly returned to New Westmlnster, and wired Sir Sandford '

Flemlng,kthe offlcer 1n charge of the rallway surveys, that

2 llne of rallway via the Eagle Pass and the B1g Bend of the‘ ”
Columbla was practlcable. ‘ | |
g»In the perlod between 1871 and 1874 Moberly’s entlre
energy was devoted to the fulfllment of hlS dream, the flnd-
1ng of the best p0531b1e route for a railway across the Gold
Selkirk and Rocky Mountains. In January, 187#, he went to’

Ottawa to flle reports of his work. ‘The night of ‘his arrival

,,,v»~in the capltal he left hlS papers for safe-keeplng ina :
”ff?bu11d1ng of the federal government.' That night fire destroyed

l,the bu11d1ng and his plans.27‘ The loSs, bothfto'Moberly:and o

op. c1t., p. 71..
97

~ Moberly,
: D
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Ejthe Canadlan Pa01fic Rallway, was great.

In 187h Moberly left the government's serv1ce, and

"kwas succeeded 1n the work of mountaln surveys by MaJor A B.
Rogers.‘ Moberly went to the Pralrles, worklng there 1n an.

“7eng1neer1ng capac1ty for some years' and then‘returned to"

fBrltlsh Columbla.‘ HlS last years were saddened by comparative
rpoverty.\ He dled 1n Vancouver on Maj 1L, 1915.

Today Walter Mbberly's name is undeservedly unknown t0»
most people of Brltlsh Columbla. Moberly may rlghtly be
~cons1dered the flrst of the modern explorers of the Selklrkv,
;Range. He was a man of vision who foresaw the day when a‘d:
irallway would run’ through the mountalns. HlS llfe was partv
jand parcel of the hlstory of the Canadlan Pa01f1c Rallway"
k;he dlscovered the Eagle Pass- explored the. Illec1llewaet tof‘
liits forkS°*crossed the Selklrk Range for the flrst time by |
Ja‘route north of Rogers Pass"examlned the route around thel
fBlg Bend - the route whlch the B1g Bend nghway eventually
‘followed° and almost dlscovered Rogers Pass.zgy ; _
lWith the end of the work of Moberly comes the end of

.the storj of the early exploratlons of the Big Bend Thereé'
after all the surveylng and mapplng 1n the area becomes llnkedf

with the narratlve of the Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway. l_"“

.8'*,Whéeler, ThepSelkirkyMOuntains’lp'fl3°



‘kChapter Three
The Big Bend gold rush
and :
subsequent mlnlng.
| Slnce the dlscovery of gold in large quantltles on
:‘the bars of the Fraser Rlver, gold rushes have played a large N
fhpart in the hlstory of British Columbla, causing the creatlonk
i._t.‘of the Crown Colony of Brltlsh Columbla on the malnland and
F:then brlnglng a steady 1nflux of people. In 1860 the first
;;dlscoverles at Rock Creek were reported, and in 1861 the mlners
f:left Rock Creek to head the call of the gold of Carlboo. In
?j1863 and 186@ the flood was sweeplng towards Wild Horse Creek. '
. in 1865 and 1866 the Big Bend was promlnent.‘ In the late 1860' |
it’and early 1870's first Omlneca and later Cassiar lured the
prospectors. In /1898 the Argonauts were in the Yukon and, as
an offshoot kpushed into the Atlln gold flelds 1n the extreme
northwestern portlon of Brltish Columbla. Wlth every gold rush
here has been a standard series of eventS‘ the early reportlng
of'a strlke the stampede, the frantlc recordlng and energetlc
worklng of clalms the “flnds" of some miners and the dlsapp01nte
ments of others. After the exhaustlng of the shallow dlgglngs, |

the hydraullc mlnlng processes appear. Subsequently most of

'luiithe mlners depart for newer, ea31er prOSpects.: Finally, all

'f,types of mining act1v1t1es cease, and Nature is left to hide

‘ the scars whlch man has 1nf11cted upon her. The glamorous,\but
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"brlef hlstory of the rush to the Blg Bend 1s 51m11ar to thevd
’ general form of the average gold rush | | ‘
| There are many storles of the dlscovery of gold on the
‘dff’Columbla Rlver, and they have S0 obscured the actual flrst
h:i"strlke" that is is now almost 1mp0581b1e to say deflnltely
f:fwho flrst dlscovered gold in the Blg Bend and where and when
bh; 1he found 1t._ It is deflnltely known, however that Wllliam,
e};George Cox, the Gold Comm1551oner ‘at Rock Creek .wrote to

= James Judson Young, the prlvate secretaryvof Governor James _

; Douglas, on October 19, 1861, as follows-

" The Kootanals [Slé] Indians’ reoort coarse gold

some miles above the 'Boat Encampment' or Forks -

of Columbia River - 'Teneese' is ihe Indian from
‘whom I gathered this- 1nformatlon.

’ Uncertaln of the dlsp031tlon of the Indlans of the Columbla -
'v/and Kootenay rlvers towards whlte men, Cox took steps to

; protect the llves and property of the miners when they were

”3fexplor1ng the country.2 On December 9, 1861, James Douglas,

the Governor of the Crown Colony of Brltlsh Columbla, wrote

o As it is de51rable to intercept the trade from
the upper Columbia River at some point north of
" the 49th parallel... His Excellency trusts that
‘you will make enquiries as to the best points for
- opening roads from the Shouswap [sié] Lake or
‘Great Okanagan Lake to the Columbis River - in
- order that the miners may be supplied from
Frasers [si¢] River and not from Oregon. By
.- reference to the map - which you received from
me you will observe that a line of road is shown
. by a dotted line as leading from Shouswap Lake
- to the Columbla River beyond the Upper Lake -

Cox, Ww. G., to J.J. Young, October 19, 1861.
B _LO Cito \’ 7 ‘
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' that trail is well known to the Indian population
. and possibly other trails leading direct from the
-~ Great Okanagan Lake to the Columbia may also be

" known to them. Make enquiries and forward all She
1nformat10n that is obtalnable on that subJect

,,ﬁLater events proved that Governor Douglas rightly was worrled
Tf'about the Kootenay trade going to the Oregon traders. :
” 7 Apparently actlng upon . ‘the reports of gold found on the' i
upper Columbla, a party of mlners led by Hamllton McKen21ef,
iwent up the Columbla River in October, 1861.# McKen21e's
agroup went back to Rock Creek for more supplles, but in

November returned to the Columbla. In May, 1862, a'member

,Cox at Osoyoos Lake two letters from members of McKenz1e's

lf ?of McKen21e's party,‘w. Cameron ~brought to Gold Comm1551oner
i

|

|

\‘

7group, H.N. Prouty and B.H. Hamllton. Cox forwarded the
5

iletters to W A G. Young, the Colonial Secretary° jHamiltonf'
,seidxthat he'and his frlends had w1ntered on the Columbia’about

o 2250 miles’north:of Colville.6 The winter had been very severe,

and\the sprlng unexpectedly 1ate in coming. The ice was stlll
onjthe rlver in Aprll but Hamllton expected that hlS men would i
be eble to ascend the Columbla in approx1mately ten days.‘ As-
‘t}the party had been unable to prospect and thus could make
;“nowremarks about the presence of gold. The group had Just

returned fromva trlp to_Death Raplds, but was unable to‘do

?pysdigging beCause,of ice and snow."The men;Were_runuing,short:"

7[Doug1as, James to W.G. Cox, December 9, 1861.
‘COx, w G., to W. A.C. Young, May 20, 1862
‘Loc. c1t. i

: Hamllton B H., to W.G. Cox, April 19, 1862
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fiﬂof prOV1SlOnS after the unexpectedly long w1nter.f Hamllton"

Mwewconcluded hlS 1etter by offerlng to prospect the reglon betweenc
;;the Columbla Rlver and the Carlboo, if the government would
i’furnlsh hlm with prov151ons.' S | | | d A

: Prouty s letter was wrltten from Colv1lle, where Prouty
khad Just arrlved from the upper Columb1a.7, Prouty sald that

”\the party had camped for the w1nter about flfteen mlles above

‘the Upper Arrow Lake.~ The group had ‘had to portage over 1ce
several tlmes before it reached the camp51te. The party wasv
:forced to return south becauSe of exhaustlng 1ts prov181ons,.
*and on the way south had had to haul 1ts boats over and ,
ithrough the ice on the lakes.' Prouty sald that Hanllton McKenwA
;21e and some others were determlned to stay on the rvver 1n‘
the hope that they would recelve a551stance before thelr supplles
ran out.: McKen21e was oreparlng to ascend the river to Boat
Encampment maklng portages‘ 1f necessary, over the ice,.

The vell llfted brlefly to reveal mlners on the upper
“Columbla in 1861 and 1862 and dropped agaln to hlde the fate

fof the McKen21e party.‘ For some tlme, however, small partles’
contlnued to explore the bars of the Columbla and 1ts trlbu-s'
“tar sv but the Carlboo gold rush attracted most of the miners

[ rom Rock Creek ‘and the Fraser Rlver. Only a few men bothered

to explore the creeks of the Blg Bend In 1864 Wlld Horse

- Prouty, H.N., to.W.G. Cox, May 6, 1862,



:'Creek was on everyone's tongue, but the day of the Blg Bend

St was near.f

In October, 1864, Frederlck Seymour, the Governor of the
%kCrown Colony of Brltlsh Columbla,,sent a party under George
f”Turner to the Columbla Rlver to flnd a waﬂon route to Kootenay.l
fkTurner’s men prospected the bars of the Columbla, and gained
?small amounts of gold Turner observed a con51derable number
lof men on the Columbla, and reported that some of these mlners,-'
7partlcularly a group of Frenchmen, were d01ng well.8 In
fNovember and December 1864, rumours of these dlscoverles
h:were heard at Wlld Horse Creek and some of the mlners there‘
5 9

jstarted for the Big Bend. Cold weather 1ntervened and drove

?back~most of these men.; The placers of the Blg Bend were now
3known however and the big rush was about to begln. |

| In January, 1865 William Downle, an experlenced prospec—,
for’ wrote AN, Blrch the Colon1a1 Secretary for the Crown -
_Colony of British Columbla, to tell the latter that he, |

fDownle, 1ntended to lead a party of unlucky ex—Carlboo m1ners1

8- Detalls of the Turner expedltlon are to be found ing
;Vlctorla Colonist, January 6, 1865: New Westminster British
~Columbian, November 16 and 19, 1864, and January 4, 1865; 2
- and Brltlsh Columbia, Department of Lands and Works, ‘Columbia
ilver ex loration, 18 New Westmlnster Government Prlntlng

YOung;sW;C.,tto*J,C.’HaYneS,:January‘lQ,'1865;‘
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“ﬁp thé‘Cblumbia River to explorekfdr gold.lo Downié was |
“_]conviﬁced thét'thére‘were‘exteﬁsive gold depbsits in the waters:
f‘ of‘tHe Coiumbié and»itsitributarieé. In April, 1865;,therefore, ”
;15Dowﬁieﬁse£ outkbyﬁboat’from‘Marcus,'Washihgtdn~Territor§, fbr
’ {v£he Big~Beﬁd.11"Amohg his_coﬁpanibns were H.C.,Cérnes;’Nelson
if Démafs,‘Louis Leé, Steve Liberty and Sheppard Bailey.' The -
: ‘:h§arty ascehded~the Columbié to Carnes'Creek,vthe-miners‘proépec—{'
ting*és;théy‘went; and;at‘Carnes Creek’fouhd gold in‘paYing
:ﬁquantipies.-35¢mefof the party*returned to Marcus for more
Tysuppiieé, while”dthersvwhip—sawed lumber and put in sluice
 ;‘boXes., Sti1ldthers pﬁshed on up the'Golumbia, investigating

f Go1dstréam and its tributaries, French and McCulloch creeks.

(7;'The'minerS'did well on the various creeks and remained on them

until late in October, 1865, before returning south.

-10 . Downie, William, to A.N. Birch, January 17, 1865. Downie
. Seems to have been a born explorer. Born in Glasgow, Scotland,
~ in 1819, he became a deep-sea sailor, and then a Great Lakes
sailor. He took part in the California gold rush, explored
extensively thereafter in the Queen Charlotte Islands, the

. Cariboo, the Kootenays, the central coast and the Stikine

; River area in British Columbia, as well as in Alaska and

- Panama. He was a true explorer, rather than a prospector.
~+He died on his way to California from Victoria in December,
©+1893. Downie Creek is named after him. For further details,

" See his own work: Hunting for gold, San Francisco, California
'igS%ishing'Company,'1893; and Victoria Colonist, December 29,

11 The amount of information on the Downie expedition of ‘
»,?865,is large and confusing. The most straight-forward account
. 1s that in: British Columbia, Department of Mines, Annual

- Ieport of the Minister of Mines, 1905 (hereafter referred to
. @s B.C,, Mines, Annual report), Victoria, King's Printer, 1906,
© P. J1L9. TFor other versions, see: Revelstoke Kootenay Mail,
vggvgmber 8, December 6, 1901; Kamloops Sentinel) December 26,

7’
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The news of the success of Downie's party spread rapldly.”'

1: The Victorla Colonlst announced that the dlscoverles in the
;f"5;Blg Bend were "...the most cheerlng of any 1nte111gence yet

hd recelved in the colony, not even exceptlng the announcement of
l;jthe dlscovery of Carlboo."lz The cry of "shallow dlgglngs" ,
Actravelled over the Pacific North West and attracted the attentlon 3
i,ﬁof miners in the Carlboo, around Wild Horse, in Idaho Montana

ftand Washlngton.‘ In 1866 the flood came. Between 8 ,000 and

M:illO OOO mlners flocked to the creeks and valleys of the Big

F}iBend of the Columbla Rlver and began their frantlc scrambling

 for gold., In 1866 both the S. S Fort -Nine, on the Columbla,

\kiqand the S, S Marten, on Shuswap Lake, began bearlng the miners.

C;kfto the Blg Bend. “The Forty-Nine steamed to La'Porte, at the
~ foot. of Death Raplds.l The Marten travelled between Savona

- ?and the town of Seymour, on Seymour Arm at the head of Shuswap .

?Lake.r Seymour Clty's ex1stence was short, the same length of
itlme as the gold rush ' On French Creek Walter Moberly laid
i;C>ut the townS1te for French Creek City in June, 1866

G01dstream arose another settlement Klrbyv1lle.~ Around French

Uqureek McCulloch Creek KlrbYVllle and Wllson's Landlng the
ﬁmlnlng settlements mushroomed 1nto 51zeab1e towns, w1th cablns,‘
'ihotels, stores, saloons, blacksmlth shops laundrles, bllllard
?halls and barber shops.‘ For the span of one year, the Blg |
Bend was a busy and populous reglon. e

f;The miners trled almost all the creeks in the area. . From
the flrst-dlscovered creek Carnes, they moved on to Downle Creek

then to Goldstream, w1th 1ts trlbutarles, French and McCulloch

Victoria Colonist, December L, 1865,
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: _¢reeks,"and tdiSmith-Creek, also known as Gaffney or Kirbyville,

_which flows into the Columbia from the west, opposite Gold~
' ; stream; :Ohéjwfiter.well capturéd the picture of the minéPS in’

¥ théi£ﬁahdefingg,‘first panning for the téll&tale coloufs,

kk‘?iénd then:c;earihg’the"ground;_building cabins or pitching‘tentéj

f‘énd’makithSIuiceVboxeszﬁ

. sssthe real attack began with pick, shovel, and
 barrow, tearing the valley to pieces, washing down
-~ the mud into the river,...elbowing the creek out of
: . .1its bed and carrying it miles in ditches and flumes
.. 80 that the hoards hidden in the lowest points
- might be-ransacked, ’ ' ‘ ' ‘
e ‘A town sprang up in a month where no one but -
-~ an Indian hunter had ever appeared before, and .for
'~ a season or two everything throbbed with fierce
life - miners and their parasites, the whisky-sellers
- and gamblers...,all plying their trades, some
- growing rich, others going dead broke. Then,
~o - .almost suddenly, the placer was worked out. The .
~ hundreds of thousands or millions of dollars! worth
- of gold, sorted and sifted, and hidden by the creek
. during geological ages, had been looted and carried
. . off, and the town was deserted. For a year or two
-~ more a few Chinamen, warned off while the diggings
- were rich, made wages from lower-grade gravels;
and then fire destroyed the cabins, and the valley
- sank back into wilderness again, and berry-bushes
- and saplings began to hide the o0ld sluices and
. rock dumps, though here and there black water ,
. reflected the sky at the bottom of the shaft, or
- crumbling timbers stood at the gaping mouth of o
o a tunnel, The ereek had slipped back into its
- 0ld channel, and furtively began again its work of
sifting and sorting and hoarding. The bad dream
...was'iger, and peace... had come back to the

eThéuminéfé quiékly:exhauStéd thekshallow'diggings; and‘~k

fﬁbvedioﬁftb’other locations. They knew that there was

13 Coleman, A.P., The Canadian Rockies, new and old trails,
Toronto,,Frowde,,l9ll, pP. 78, '




Rimore gold on the bedrock but because of the enormous
”feﬂcamount of water on the dlfferent creeks, the many boulders,7'f'

“7,jdand the resultlng exnense of extractlng the gold they had

;tho abandon thelr efPorts to reach the deeo dlgglngs. 14 By
;ithe end of 1866 the rush to the Blg Bend was over. “The
ifexc1tement sub51ded and the crowd left the dlstrlct leav1ngffd“
;ibehlnd only a few men whose tena01ty and perseverance keptd

them 1n‘+he Blg Bend for many years afterwards. o

In 1869 H M.’Ball, 1n hlS annual report on the mlnlng
dact1v1t1es 1n the Kootenay area, revealed how the fortunes of
vthe Blg Bend had fa11en. He reported that there‘were only thlrty
or:forty mlners on French Creek ~and no miners at all on any

‘of the other creeks.l5 Ball belleved that there was stlll

,mnch gold 1n the reglon, but stated that the mlners were mostly
~poverty—strlcken,-and could not properly develop thelr claims, af
In 1871 A.W Vowell the Chief Constable at French Creek |
kreported that only seven clalms, employlng thlrty men,,were‘ .
fbelng worked.léz He added that the S S. Fort; -Nlne, after "k
truggllng up’the rapids of the Columbla w1th 15 000 pounds

f frelght took 9 000 pounds of the same cargo back down the

' '“‘ﬂB C., Mlnes Annual report 1918, pp- K149 150- c
o Ball H. M., to W.A.G. Young, December 28, 1869.1";
6 Vowell A.Wo, to A. T. Bushby, June 8 1871' |
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R river,kfor lack of:customers.v Vowell also reported the im-
T portlng of Chlnese to. the area. Between 1871 and 1885 ‘mining

'f: act1v1ty in the Blg Bend slowed almost to a stop,, A few

ﬂ,ipatlent Chlnese, here and there a white man, scratched the

-‘surface of the reglon.

There is no off1c1al record of how much gold was. taken

il?from the Blg Bend 1n 1865 and 1866 The Report of the Nlnister |
kof Mlnes for 1905, however, estlmates that the miners gleaned |
;$3 OOO OOO 1n the two yeare,,7 The Big Bend gold rush has. been
:iassessed as 1n31gn1flcant in comparlson w1th the. discoverles
klon the bars of the Fraser, on the creeks of the Cariboo, and in
‘the southern Kootenays.ls The end of the Blg Bend gold rush
dprobably marked the end of the 1n1t1al period of mining in
‘,dBrltlSh Columbla.‘ The Blg Bend was not a poor man's country.
‘f‘The shallow dlggings qulckly petered out and the costs of
;:transportation of men and supolles, the expenses of importlng
valuable hydraullc and quartz-mlnlng equlpment and the 1ack of

good roads proved too much for the 1nd1v1dual m1ners.,h~

LWith the completlon of the Canadlan Pac1flc Rallway in :
1335 mlnlng around Revelstoke recommenced At La Porte, the ,k
gateway to the gold flelds, in 1885 there were three rulned
10g houses one tent and one man in charge of the supplles of
a Party of miners.l9 ’Between 1886 and 1900 however, miners worked

?d,Several creeks in the area, 1nclud1ng Carnes, French McCulloch

T
18

 Mags Trlmble W.J., The mining advance into the inland empire,
= gf 1i°n Wiscon31n University of Wisconsin Press, Bulletin

19

B, Co, Mines, Annual report, 1905, p. th9..

e nlverS1ty of Wisconsin History Series, vol 3, no. 2) pp. -6

001eman - op.. c1t., De 67-f
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‘Gaffney (Smith) and Goldstream, and the Columbla Rlver 1t—

'fself and had falr success.

In 1888 Carnes Creek was the centre of con51derab1e, '

| activity, but heavy SNOwWs destroyed the operatlons and

20

lforced the discontlnuance of the work.”™  In 1890, never-

"]theless, there.were enough~m1nerS~1n the Revelstoke reglon

- to warrant the formation of a miners? associationvfor thep

lpurpose of scrutihizing any proviucial legislation Which

nadVersely'affécted'the mining industry 21 Thekassociation,.
l'however, was 1neffectual and apathetlc, and accompllshed llttle;
k‘f;In the 1890'8 there was a brlef perlod of act1v1ty on McCullochw
lereek because of the reputedly rlch "finds" on the property of
;'the Orphan Boy Gold Mlnlng Company in the Ground Hog Basin,

vfbut the dublous act1v1t1es of the secretary-treasurer of the
;Qcompany led t6 the collapse of the organlzatlon, and a series
’"f’law»sults.? | 5 | - |

' The dlfflcultles of transportatlon were almost as great

1n 1896 as 1n 1866 From 1886 to 1897 pack tralns, rather

than steamers, were the sole means of supplylng the miners.

In August 1897, the S S thton~took twenty tons of hydraulic ‘t

20]"ReVelstoke Kootenay Mail, May 26, 1894;‘

l21l; Revelstoke Kootenay Star, August 23 1890

véZfT Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, October 3 1896 March 6 1897.
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“ machlnery to the Blg Bend as part of the develonment pro- -
‘gramme of the French Creek Hydraullc Company, but in 1898
" the company ceased operatlons. In 1896 serious prospectlng

nfor quartz commenced but unfortunately, had barely ‘begun

r”when the wave of mlnlng development then sweeplng Brltlsh L

23

7tColumb1a transferred to ‘the Yukon. Since 1900 there has
"'been llttle mlnlng development on the Columbla or 1ts trlbu-
'Fntaries north of Revelstoke. B ' O
‘L1~ Of all the creeks in the Blg Bend ‘French Creek has

. been the most profltable, yleldlng over 5 400 ounces of

h':placer gold 51nce 1885.,4. The Columbla River 1tself has

"produced alrost 51x hundred ounces, Camp Creek, a recent pro- ,

;dpducer about four hundred ounces, and McCulloch Creek almost
"three hundred ounces. Other smaller producers since 1886
ffhave been Carnes Creek Fernle Creek Gaffney Creek Hall
TiCreek and Goldstream. To these flgures of placer output
:éhowever, must be added gold valued at %3 000,000 produced

durlng ‘the 1865 1866 period. ‘The productlon records of the
"Revelstoke Mlnlng D1v151on are poor, and give no detalls of
f?placer gold productlon other than ‘those of the various Gold ‘ )
“fComm1351oners' estlmates of the total productlon of the d1str1ct°25 C
. In the late 1880's mlnlng 1nterest 1n the Revelstoke,

17123 B. C., Mlnes,,Annual report, 1905, p. J149.

2L . The productlon figures of the Revelstoke Mlnlng DlviS1on
~are to be found in: British Columbia, Department of Mines,

- Placer gold production of British Columbla, Vlctorla, King's
,;Prlnter, 1950, pp. 52 54. (Bulletln Serles, no. 28, 1950.
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Hi'area shlfted from the Blg Bend to the valley of the Ille01ll—,

b"hewaet. In July, 1887, the flrst ore ever Shlpped to a smelter

Fﬁ;from a mlne in Brltlsh Columbia left the Lanark mine near Laurle{,
lk:'l'-::.statlon on the maln line of the Canadlan Pa01flc Ra11way.2§‘

flfThe Lanark mine was 51tuated about three miles east of Ille01ll-v
\:fiewaet statlon and almost thirty mlles east of Revelstoke. The
\inlmlne produced s1lver—lead ores for some tlme, and then, peter~/.

ki’éllng out was closed and the concentrator and machlnery were

'%sold

The mlnes of the Kootenays south of Revelstoke boomed in

dythe 1890'3, and dlscoverles at Toad Mountaln, Alnsworth
~:?Hendryx and - other places led mlnlng men to recognlze the need‘
‘:for a smelter 1n Brltlsh Columbia.27 Slnce a smelter ‘had o
f_:be centrally located in.a mlnlng dlstrlct, ea51ly acce531ble

it{for all shlppers of ore, Revelstoke, on a key site because ofl :

Cits status as a major rail and water transportatlon centre,’
seemed a loglcal place for the locatlon of" such a progect.

VIt was not surprlsﬂng, therefore, that a company known as the
Kbotenay Smeltlng ‘and Tradlng Syndlcate, lelted with a
Capitallzatlon of $2OO 000, ‘was incoroorated in February, 1889,
with powers to erect smelters at Revelstoke, Golden or other -

iupolnts 1n the Kootenay area.zs ‘In July, 1890, the company’,

26 Cottlngham, M. E., A hlstory of the West Kootenay district
in Brltlsh Columbla, +A. thesis, U, B. C., April, 1947, D. lhl.c

. Canada Department of Mines, Geologlcal Survey of Canada,
: %eport 188é 1889, Montreal, W.F. Brown, ~1890, pp. 114, 104S-

28 -RevelstOke Review, June 29,;1940-




| | 3y
secured letters patent to a Crown Grant of 320 acres of land
: at Revelstoke from the federal government. 29 The flrm COnstructed
a plant to reduce ‘and smelt lowagrade 51lver, lead, copper
phand gold ores._ L10ne1 R. C Boyle was. the pre51dent of the new
b-company, and Dr. John Campbell was the local manager at Revel—,;

| stoke.p When Pres1dent Boyle 1nspected the smelter in June, 1890

j he found the plant ready for operatlon.30 The smelter could

.;h,handle flfty tons of ore per day, and the sampllng works could:'
5hhaccommodate one hundred tons daily.

| ~In January, 1890 the Revelstoke Mlning Company, a sub-
‘f;51d1ary of the Kootenay Smeltlng and Tradlng Syndlcate, came
”°1nto belng to ‘secure ores for the smelter through the purchase“
%-W:l‘and operatlon of mining propertles.31 Boyle and Campbell

’ headed both flrms as president and local manager, respect1ve~
ifl F Roeser filled the posts of chemist and assayer.' In
f:July, 1890 the smelter company announced that it was prepared
(i;to recelve ‘and purchase gold,v51lver and lead ore and that it

Eifwould furnish every faclllty to miners to enable them to ship

S 32

i:ltheir ores, Roeser began v151t1ng the varlous mlnlng camps

:’fhfto arrange for the sendlng of ores to the smelter at Revelstoke.‘

'"'7'Unfortunately, several factors handicapped the smelter prOJect

‘ffrom 1ts beglnnlng.

_t“: Revelstoke Kootenay Star, July 26 1890.;
0 Inid., October 1, 18%.

‘ Hrd?’Ibld., August 2, 1890. |

32 Ioid., July 1k, 1890,
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When the federal government issued a Crown Grant of

320 acres of land in the rallway belt to the smelter sompany ,
-“1t did so in good falth bellev1ng that it possessed a clear
kf‘tltle to the land in questlon.y The 320 acres, however, fell “

i w1th1n the prov1n01al Crown Grant to A.S. Farwell, a grant
Ywhlch for many years held back Revelstoke's development.‘ The?’
smelter company, consequently, did not care to develop its
f?smelter and site untll 1t was sure of its ownershlp of the
1lproperty. In addltlon there was a shortage of ore for the
“smelter to handle._ The plant was ready for full operatlon in
v'the sprlng of 1890, Some ores from mines at Ille01llewaet
J,Fleld -East Kbotenay, Kootenay Lake and Gherry Creek had

33: The company had bullt wharf fac111t1es,;

'.arrlved late in 1890.
;ba tramway from the rlver to the works, a rallway connectlon
klw1th the main llne of the Canadlan Pacific Rallway, a sampllng
onrks and a brlck yard. Stlll 1t was not operatlng because
fthere was not enough ore to make operatlons pay. Flnally, on
’July 22 1891 the smelter flres were started and on dJuly 23
the flrst bulllon from a smelter 1n Brltlsh Columbla was drawn |
_,at the Kootenay Smeltlng and Tradlng Syndicate's plant.Bh_ A
llmonth:later‘the~smelter had exhausted its supply of ore, and.f

jwasyforced?to?suspend operations.35. The'laok of ore;,the

ftRevelstoke Kootenay Star, January 3, 1891.
.;;Ibld.,,July 25, 1891, .
'?Ibld., August 22, 1891
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'”;;;inadequaoyfof~the network‘of railways'between Revelstokeyand

”;, the southern and eaSBern Kootenays where the ores were, and

l;?lthe uncertalnty of the land's tltle had proved too much for
-fiédthe company,~u N R e , B

\e\’; In the w1nter of 1891-1892 the snowfalls vere uneypeoted-':

'7fftl1y heavy.; The smelter 51te, on the eastern bank of the Columbla l‘”
"Zfligust below Revelstoke, began llterally to melt away.36 ,A,

Kffurther problem, rlver bank protectlon had arisen for the

icompany.ﬁ Between 1892 and 1898 the shortage of ores, the river
;lafbank questlon, and the land's -title dlsnute continued to pre-
;vent the operatlon of the smelter. The people of Revelstoke
dralled agalnst the apparent 1rrespon51b111ty and 1neff1c1ency

£ Tof the smelter company.37 The company refused to operate 1ts .
’fsmelter, or to pay taxes unless it had a clear title to its.

38

151te. The prov1nc1al and federal governments were caught

uplln the legal tangles of the case of Farwell versus the Queena

?The_Columbla Rlver, the 51lent onlooker of the muddle, flnally
’ettled the matter by eatlng away at the 51te of the smelter
_untll on September 3, 1898, the smelter bulldlng collapsed
\lnto the rlver, thus endlng Revelstoke's hopes of becomlng a

"smeltlng centrea39

kf*_Revelstoke Kootenay Star, January 9, March 5, 1892
37 Ibid., August 27, 1892.

:lyRevelstoke Kootenay Ma11 June 2 October 27, 189h.~
flIbld., September 3 1898




Slnce 1861 the creeks of the Blg Bend have attracted |
1hmany prospectors, capltallsts and mlnlng promoters, but
‘v hey have not been among the magor producers of gold 1n‘
nfBrltlsh Columbla. From 1885 to 1915 the people of Revel-'
hlstoke had hlgh hopes for the mines of the area, but there-
Tafter, they appre01ated the fact that Revelstoke was to be
‘,?é rallwey and lumber,'rather than a mlnlng, centre.“ There

\are st111 prospectors and mlners 1n the Blg Bend however,

who confldently look forward to the return of the days of '66




-~ Chapter Four

t'Water and road links
' 'One of theimost romantic and colourful aspectS'of‘
!‘Revelstoxe‘s development - an aspect whlch has 1ong been
yﬁonly a memory - was the era of the river boats on the Colum—
k”bla Rlver and the Arrow Lakes.k When the rush to the Big Bend
?began in 1865, there were several ‘ways by whlch the miners couldr
reach the dlgglngs. At first, all travel to the Big Bend was
fdone by a combinaulon of foot- slogglng and water-travel and
?the Journey was a. long, wearying affalr. In 1866 however,
two steamers began operatlng, one on the Columbla Rlver and

the other on Shuswap Lake, and ellmlnated much of the drudgery*

‘and'hardshlp of the route to the dlgglngs.,e ’ »
The flrst steamer to operate on the upper Columbla River
~north:of the forty-nlnth parallel was a sternwheeler, the S. Sgt

rty-Nlne.f Built at thtle Dalles Washlngton Terrltory,

and equlpped w1th the- englnes of the old Jemnnie Clark - the

'flrst sternwheeler built in the Pa01f1c Northwest - the Forty-
; ine was launched on November 18, 1865, by the captaln and owner,

Leonard'Whlte.l, Capta1n~Wh1te's own descrlptlon of the

ijourney glves a clear plcture of the ‘voyage of the flrst

_Steamer to venture up the Columbla past the future 31te of

JRevelstoke to_LarPorte.2 _Leavinngittle'Dalles on April 15,

9 Vlctoria Colonist, December 13, 1865.
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fe1866 the Fortx«Nlne had on board seventy-three 1mpat1ent ’
h’passengers and flfteen tons of light frelght. The next day
aithe vessel passed through the Customs House at Fort Sheppard,

" and breasted 1ts flrst real test, the Kbotenay Raplds. The

szhlp then passed through the Lower Arrow Lake, encounterlng

‘??some 1ce.v When the FortX—Nlne entered the Upper Arrow Lake

.‘?7on Aprll 18 the ice was thick enough to force Captaln Nhlte

5yto construct a false stem for the steamer, and to nail boards
;on the bow to act as an 1ce-breaker. After steamlng through
flve or s1x mlles of broken ice, the vessel again reached |
ciear water, and passed from the Upper Arrow Lake to the Colum-
ﬁbla, tylng up to the bank flfteen miles north of the lake. On

.~ April 19, the sh1p several tlmes encountered spots in the

T~r1ver compleoely covered by ice, but had no real dlfflculty.

 The Fortz-Nlne steamed past Carnes Creek on Aprll 22, reached

1 Kirbyv1lle on the follow1ng day, and arrlved at the foot of
Death Raplds on Aprll 2h Captaln White selected a good landlng

‘ place on the east 51de of the river, and on Aprll 25 the boat
,dlscharged 1ts cargo at thls 51te, La Porte, the "gateway"

to the’ mines on French Creek. On Aprll 26, the Fortz~N1ne set‘
0ut on. her return voyage, and reached Colville “two days 1ater."
e The crew of the Fortx-Nlne reported seelng about two
hundred men. 1n the area, almost all of whom had crossed the
dIV1de between Lake Shuswap and ‘the Columbla.By These menkk

fOund snow twenty feet deep 1n places, and had either to pack |

' "dVictorialcolonist;7May 23, 1866.




| 40
,in thelr own supplles, or to pay Indlans to pack at the rate -

”dfof thlrty cents per pound

The Forty-Nlne made only four trlps in 1866. On what

rproved to be her last . tr1p for the year, she hit a floatlng

%tree near thtle Dalles on July 16, and was lald up at Colville:

‘for the rest of the mlnlng season.h In 1867 there was not

»ienough act1v1ty in the Big Bend to warrant much use of the

Fort -Nlne, but on November h, 1867, the Shlp made her last
trlp south for the year, carrying out ninety of the remalnlng

] mlners and thus c1051ng the boom days of the Big Bend gold
o 5

The Fortx-Nlne dld not end her career in 1867 In 1868

she returned to the Blg Bend to servlce the flfty or 51xty
miners remalnlng in the area, but ‘because of a lack of frelght;
and passengers, made only one trlp durlng the year.éi In
Ootober 1869, she struck a rock near Steamboat lefle, and -

after travelllng downstream another four mlles, sank in shallon

water.?l The useful work of the Forty-Nlne, however, was not
Yet flnlshed In 1870 the vessel was ralsed and taken to

COIV111e_£or'repa;rs.8, There her owners found that she had

‘Victorla Colonist July 27, 1866

lfkRevelstoke Kootenay Mail August 7, 1897.
dwfV1ctor1a Colonlst, June 20 1868
’l;Ibld., October 27, 1869,

'“Ibid., July 2, 1871.v.
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;flllttle wrong w1th her, and they planned to send her back to.
?:the Blg Bend In the summer of 1871 the Forty—Nlne made her
jlast appearance at La Porte, carrylng up- Supplles to the Big

’fEddy for the men carrylng out’ surveys for the Canadlan Pa01ficﬁ

Rallway. ; ‘ :

‘y The Forty-Nlne was not the only vessel to carry mlners to.
 the Big Bend area at the helght of the gold rush of 1865 18664
"bln December, 1865 “Captain Wllllam Irving negotlated an agree~

?ment‘w1th-thekgovernment of the Crown Colonytof'British'Colum;¥

bia to place a steamer 1n operatlon between Savona on

Kamloops Lake,'and Seymourj on Shuswap Lake, and to carry the l
malls for the government.9 The Hudson's Bay Company acqulred
Irv1ng s contract and in March 1866, began'bulldlng the S. S.kfl

Marten at Savona’s Ferry.lo

Captain Hamllton Moffatt an
employee of the Hudson‘s Bay Company, was in charge of the
conStructlon of the Marten,‘and commanded her on her first
Journey. The vesqel was launched in May, and on the afternoon"
of May 26 left Savona's Ferry on her first voyage, arriving at

.,amloops about three hours later and remalnlng there overnlght.ll“

Shewreached Seymour City (also known as Ogdenv1lle) on the

evenlng of May 27. Over five hundred peoplefat Seymour welcomed“

aV1ctor1a Colonlst December 25 1865.
.Ibldo, March 2, 1866
rf'Ibld., June 4, 1866




‘ L2
| L 12 |
. the long-awaited steamer, - Durlng the summer of 1866 the

”\Marten carrylng frelght and passengers, made regular voyages

'between Savona and Seymour, a dlstance by water of lll mlles.,'

‘From Seymour the miners and pack tralns cllmbed the divide of.

the Gold Range to the Columbia Rlver, and thence travelled

'to the mlnlng creeks. Although the Marten was operated in

;opp051t10n to the Forty-Nlne,'she could not carry the amount

of frelght and passengers of her competltor. Nevertheless,
;the vessel gave good service to the mlners bound for the Blg
Bend.~ By the end of the summer of 1866, the gold rush was

over.y The Hudson's Bay Company tled up the Marten near Cherry

Creek on Kamloops Lake, and left her there.]f3 In January,

21869, the Marten was strlpped of most of her movable articles.

by)thleves.lé Apparently,,the vessel‘was never used again.

kThe Hudson s Bay Company planned to refit her for use on the

Fraser Rlver but abandoned the plan.15 , _
From the tlme of the laylng up of the S S Fortz-Nln
1d the s. S. Marten untll 1885, no steamer whlstles blew
eir message on the upper Columbla Rlver. In April, 1885,;

,owever, Pacquet Brothers began bulldlng the Se S Kootenal

.‘Victoria'Colonist' June L, 1866.
Ibld., January ll 1869. fhsl;s I
L2 Loc. cit. o i
»,jibld., June 7, 1869.,‘




at’Little:Dalles for the firm of H.M. McCartney and Company -

»to carry men and supplles to the 51te of the rallway construct-

. 16
- ion work in: the Selklrk Range. On May 3 1885, Captaln A,

T Plngston, one-time member of the crew of the Forty-Nlne,‘

"rlsuperv1sed the launchlng of the vessel and after the 1nstall-,
':eatlon of her paddle wheel, put her 1nto serv1ce on the‘7.' |
1¥Columb1a 'taklng frelght and passengers to Second Cr0531ng -

K Revelstoke. 17 .The Kootenal dld valuaole work durlng the summer
vxSof 1885 but in September towards the end of her pePlOd of
‘usefulness 1n rallway constructlon, she ran on the rocks near
kSheep Creek in- Amerlcan waters.ls She was refloated and |
contlnued in serv1ce for the balance of the nav1gatlon season
hof 1885 9 She was then tled up at thtle Dalles, and remalnedrk-
there for five years,kk | | | . » |

In 1888 J. Fred Hume, 1lllam Cowan and Robert Sanderson
fconstructed a small thlrty—seven ton, catamaran—type paddle~ h
iwheeler, the S Se Despatch at Revelstoke.k Operatlng under thev;‘
=name of the Golumbla River Transportatlon Company, the three ’

n launched the vessel in July; 1888 20 kHer trlal run was not

-a success. She lacked the power to stem the raplds in the

yKamloops‘Inland Sentinel April 2, 1885.

'S)V1ctor1a Colonlst May 6, September 15 1885. R
. Ibid., September 15, 1885. ‘ |

,p"S'Ibid., October 6, 1885.
ﬁzdf?Donald Truth July 28, 1888
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k?~AColumb1a near Revelstoke, and llterally had to be hauled through{

;Jdthe same raplds. On August 8, 1888 however, the Despatch
'°thade a successful trlp from Revelstoke to. Sproat's Landlng,
qhand began her career as a steamshlp. She secured for her
“';fowners a portlon of the trade of the Columbla and Kootenay o
t;rlvers, a trade whlch then was alnost completely domlnated

dthy Amerlcans,:‘ | F }" | |

jl iii The Desgatch had the Columbia Rlver around Revelstoke to,
iiherself in 1888, but on June 15, 1889, she encountered her
i;flrst rival when Captaln F.P. Armstrong brought to Revelstoke
vdthe S.S. Marlon, a Shlp which he had bulltfln-1888 as a consort -
fefor the Duchess to ply on the waters of the Columbia around
v?lGolden.zl fBecause of her very,llghtldraught, the Marion was - -
J&an,;deal ship'in~times of low uater. Captain Robert Sanderson§
?eventualiy acouired the’ownership\of»the Marion; and, after _
'fus1ng her on the Columbla for some years, flnally transferred
;her to Kootenay Lake in. 1897 R

‘fﬁ'The success of the DesEatch and the Marion encouraged ;
;Cowan Hume and Sanderson to enlarge thelr operat10ns.23, Thed
ftwo vessels were too small to handle the large amount of river

'trafflc, and there were then no rallway branch llnes worthy of

"mention 1n the Kootenay reglon.’ The development of the mlnes

" 21 Donald Truth -June 30 1888 Kamloops Inland Sentlnel
~ dJune 15, 1889,

,h22 Vancouver Prov1nce,,Apr11 l 1922. o

"23 ‘Wllllam Cowan, one of the partners, fully descrlbed the
~formation of the Columbia and Kootenay Steam Nav1gatlon Company
in the Revelstoke Kootenay Mall May 30 1896. v




“of the southern Kootenay area was so rapld and the prospects "
_;of business w1th these mines g0 encouraging in 1889 that the,
dﬁthree partners, lacklng the money to enter the steamshlp fleld

‘ion any large scale appealed to out51ders for the capltal

‘\necessary to bulld the’ large steamer requlred They 1nterested

Je A, Mara, F. S Barnard and Captain John Irv1ng 1n their scheme,

and w1th these three men, formed the Columbia and Kootenay Steamfs

rN‘vlgatlon Company, w1th a capltallzatlon of" $lOO OOO " The new |

company 1mmed1ately embarked on a programme of expan51on. In”k;
,December, 1889 Cowan Sanderson and Hume laid the keel at
evelstoke for a new steamer, the 125 ton Lytton. The Lytton
Lwas launched in May, 1890 and on July 2, w1th Captain Frank

‘Odln in charge, set out on her maiden- voyage, steamlng down ‘the

2L

rlver to Sproat's Landlng. The company also purchased the'
.S' Kootenai, whlch had been moored at Little Dalles since
385 and put her 1nto serv1ce in the same summer.25 The two |
essels plus the Marion and the Des atch, gave good service in.
:90,; In 1891 the company added two sh1ps to its fleet: the
,S‘_Columbla, bullt at thtle Dalles and flrst commanded by
aptaln J. c. Gore, to travel from thtle Dalles to Revelstoke,26;
the S S ‘Nelson bullt at the town of Nelson and flrst,lf

mmanded by Captaln D C McMorrls, to operate on Kootenay Lake.27"'

hRevelstoke Kootenay Star, July 12 1890.
Ibi d., July 5, 1890.p

 Ibi d., August 22, 1891 DD

3 Ibld., August 8 and 15 1891
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.In 1891 also, J A. Mara oersuaded Captaln James W. Troup, a -

“prominent sea captaln rlver pllot and ship de51gner, to become,'
‘b‘the general manager of the steamshlp company.28 Capualn Troup

“was respon81ble for the constructlon and launchlng of a stern—

b:wheeler the S.S. Ille01llewaet ‘at Revelstoke in - October, 1892, 29
1(After the old Desgatch had been outmoded as a passenger
'ybvessel she had been used as - a snag boat. In 1892 her englnes

::were transferred‘to the Ille01llewaet an odd Shlp built to

‘serve 1n several capac1t1es' as a motorized scow, as an 1ce-f'
breaker, and as a snlp for use in tlmes of low water in the
'~r1ver ) Under Captaln Troup’s efficient dlrectlon the company
became a prosperous, well-managed concern, show1ng a satlsfactoryj«
balance sheet every year. , | | |

3 Steamlng on the Columbla Rlver was not an easy or safe

itask ‘ Traged1es»1nvolv1ng the loss not onlymof ships but also
lof,llves were COmmon;b In 1893 Captaln C.W. Vanderburgh of Nanaimo
kbullt the AEEQE» a small screw steamer, at Revelstoke, taklng

her on her trlal trlp on October 8, 1893‘3f ‘He Operated the
forty-two ton vessel 1ndependently on the Arrow Lakes from
dctober, 1893 to December 1895, frequently being able to use

her when the larger vessel° were unable to nav1gate. In December,

?3:: Revelstoke Rev1ew _June 29, 1940. ‘ | | |
._2§v A good general account of steamboatlng on the Columbla and -
~_Kootenay rivers is to be found in: Kennedy, W.G., "Shallow

draft " Cominco magazine, vol. 4 (January, 1943), PP 3 -7, 24-29.

3 Revelstoke Kootenay Star, July 1, October lh, 1893.




1895; howeVer,‘she was.found 1ying bottom up and partl&
fsubmerged on the North East Arm of the Upper Arrow Lake.31

'*fl_Captaln Vanderburgh and- hls englneer the only persons known

fto have been aboard the steamer at the time, were never seen

i_agaln.k Apparently a sudden storm near Bannock P01nt nad cap-
'i51zed the vessel " She was eventually rlghted and taken to
E:fSlocan Lake where ‘she was subsequently used for several years. 32d4
L From 1890 to 1894 the Columbla and Kootenay Steam Nav1gatlon,»
'Conpany prospered sufferlng few acc1dents, and 1ncreas1ng its
crfleet con51derably, not only on the Columbia Rlver, but also

on Kootenay Lake. A serles of mlshaps, beglnnlng in 189h,_
1however, forced the company to carry out an expen51ve programme
kof rebulldlng. On August 2, 189h, flre destroyed uhe S.5. Colum-
fbla on the' Columbla Rlver near the 1nternatlonal boundary.33

On March 17, 1895, the company lost the S.S. Sgokane at Kaslo. 3k

i*lon December 3, 1895 the S.S. Kootenai hit a snag at Cottonwood

'fIsland and sank.35 Although she was refloated and ‘taken to

‘Nakusp for repalrs, she was no longer serv1ceable. ‘The companyf“k

began replaclng 1ts losses by bulldlng the S.S. Nakusg in 1895

o Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, December 21 1895.

Kennedy, Comlnco maga21ne, vol. h (January, 19&3) passim.
"5~Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, August L, l89h. | |

, 3#"'F1t281mmons, James "Columbia Rlver chronlcles n Brltlsh _
,Columbla Historical Quarterly, vol. 1 (April, 1937) 'pp. 87-100.

ﬁ35 Revelstoke Kootenay Ma11 December 7, 1895.:
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5 and the S S. Trall in 189” 3 The day of the orlglnators of

‘.the Columbla and Kootenay Steam Nav1gatlon Company, however,’

:Jwas almost over. .

o In the l890's the Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway Comoany found
5f‘1tself flghtlng a battle w1th Amerlcan 1nterests for the control;
lsof the trade routes and transportatlon llnes to the rlch mlneral;’
épwealth of the Kootenays. The Canadian company had bullt severalg
:separated lines of rallway, but found that thc connectlng |
p‘serv1ces between its branches were in the hands of other Broups,.
E‘and were, therefore, beyond the control of the rallway company e
Accordlngly, the Canadlan Pac1flc set out to secure control of
'these companles. One of these 1ndependent flrms was the

Columbla and Kootenay Steam Nav1gatlon Company. In December,
l896 Je A Mara, on behalf of the steamship flrm, conferred

W1th representatlves of the Canadlan Pac1f1c, and arranged for
the transfer of all the holdlngs of the steamshlp company -
1nclud1ng seven steamers, ten barges, the docks and other'
fa0111t1es - to the Canadian Pac1f1c.37 The rallway company

immedlately began to 1ncrease 1ts fleet fac111t1es and serv1ces-'

bonythe Columbla and Kootenay rlvers and Footenay Lake. As v :
’part of this programme; the company assembled the S.S. ozle and
the S S Mlnto at Nakusp in 1898 and put them 1nto service. Offik

.them more will be sald later.,'

Revelstoke Rev1ew, June- 29, 1940. .

:537' Canadian Paclflc Rallway, Annual report for the fiscal: Year,

’ l896 Montreal n. p., 1897, PP- 9- lO.
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The people of Revelstoke had long desired a steamer ser-.

«~v1ce to the mlnes of the Blg Bend. The S.S. Forty-Nine had

- steamed as far as La Porte in tbe 1860'5, but from the tlme of"
" the last tr1p of the Fortx—Nlne untll 1897, no steamer had gone:
El'up the Columbla ‘past the Blg Eddy.' As early as 1890 the Kootenax?s”

i Star had been advocatlng a steamshlp service to the Big Bend. 38

fthhe Kootenay Mall the mlners of the Big Bend, and the merchantS«'

”éfeof Revelstoke took up the cry, but without success. In Aprll
fhr1895, the Federal Department of Publlc Works sent out a party
‘?under’F C. Gamble to 1nvest1gate the possibilities of ‘navi- '
‘Hgatlon on the Columbia Rlver above Revelstoke,» Gamble reported“
’ithati{although there were'dangerous sections”in the river -
'partlcularly in Death Raplds Canyon and in the r1ver 1mmeu1ately ;
’above Revelstoke - a powerful steamer could navigate ‘the r1ver.39f
;k81nce the S.S. Fortz-Nln ‘had steamed to La Porte in 1866 why,
\fhe asked could not other steamers° Gamble also stated however,

that he would not recommend for the flrst year a larger expendlture

. f;nr$2;000,kand that'to:be eXpended only upon;the condition’k
‘;that a’steamer of sufflclent power. to cope w1th the current be
Mprov1ded for trafflc to the Blg Bend. Not untll August 1897, |
dld*anybody send another steamer up the Columbla past Revelstoke.'

In May, 1897 Captaln J.W. Troup considered, but regected

Sa plan for the S S Ille01llewaet to go to La Porte.ho On

_33 Revelstoke Kootenay Star, September 27, 1890°

39 Gamble's report is reproduced almost ‘verbatim in: Revelstokeq
_ Kbotenay Mail, February 8 and 15, 1896. , B

- l"o Ib]_d., May 15’ 18970 ’,
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k~August 5 1897, however Captain Troup and Captaln Albert

a»Forslund took the S S thton from Revelstoke to the Big Bend, -

‘.V}carrylng twenty tons of mlnlng sunplles for the Frencn Creek
ftHydraullc Company.#lh The Lytton made four such trlps in 1897,
'Sfbut thereafter the rlver above Revelstoke walted four more
Etlyears before it agaln bore a steamer.f'

The Kooten Mall the Herald the BOard of Trade and

fother organlzatlons in Revelstoke continued to agitate for
Va;steamer, In Aprll 1901 “some 01tlzensyof Revelstoke,
ancludlng F. McCarty, G.S. McCarter /TSE L. l&YlOT Dan
hoblnson and J.D. Nolson formed the Revelstoke Navigation
;fCompany to bulld and- operate a steamer on the Columbla Rlver

42

ﬂSabove Revelstoke._v The Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway Company

.;'offered the use of 1ts shlpyard Captaln Troup prov1ded the .
plans and Dav1d Bulger a master shipbuilder, dlrected the

k‘hconstructlon of the Shlp at- Nakusp.LP3 In addltlon, the

:pr0v1nc1a1 government and the 01ty of Revelstoke both contrlbuted

i L
flnan01al bonuses to the new. shlpplng Plrm.j% On January 8,

1902 the whlstles of the steamers Rossland Nlnto and Kootenaz o

‘weICOmed thelr new 51ster, the Se S Revelstoke, as she slid

dOWn the ways 1nto the water for the first time. Commentlng

upon the launchlng of the Revelstoke, the Kootenay Mail said: f‘-

{:fbhihflRevelstoke Kootenay Mail, August 7, 1897. 5

h342ff'1bid., Aprll 26, 1901
83 Ihid., January 10, 1902
hhi;?Loc. cit,
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e'The gentlemen ‘who have taken up thls steamshln
_project and carried it throuoh are examples: of
- public spirited. enterprlse such as would be a
‘credit to any c1ty in the Dominion.45

yk;On the mornlng of June 7, 1902, the S. S Revelqtoke arrlved

eln Revelstoke from Nakusp, and the same evenlng, commanded

\1f"by CaptalnS’Albert Forslund and J. C Gore, left for La
R L6

15'Porte. o

At long last the Big Bend had its own steemer..

, The Revelstoke Nav1gat10n Company operaeed the vessel
aitW1ce weekly durlng the months of hlgh water to the head of
'navigatlon on the Columbla Rlver and usually moored her at
»IComaDllx durlng the w1nter months. The comnany also purchased.
ifBoyd's Ranch ‘near the head of nav1gatlon and used the fresh
ﬁproduce grown there to supply its steamer. The value of the

7fvesse1 to the mlnes of the Big Bend was summarized by the

'QReport of the Mlnlster of Mines for 1902-

L The TRevelstoPe) D1v1310n has w1tnessed steady =
- development during the past season, owing to the
. plying of the steamer "Revelstoke™ on the Columbia
~river above Revelstoke. Miners and prospectors got
. their supplies in much more conveniently this :

season,, and a great deal Z§ new work w111 ‘be done
J‘next year in consequence.

~ The Revelstoke nav1gated the dangerous waters of the Columbla ,
above the city from June, 1902, until April, 1915. On April by

~‘19l5, Whlle she was tled up at Comanllx, ‘she was bu“ned to the o

- Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, January 10, 1902.
‘fks Loc. cit. | | ; |
",ih7, British Columbla Denartment of Mlnes, Annual revort of

- the Minister of Mines, 1902 (hereafter referred to 5c B.C.
'xnnes Annual report?, Vlctorla, Klng s Printer, 1903, p. H1391




- water's edge in the dlsastrous fire whlch completely destroyed

‘*fh.the yards and mllls of the Forest Products of Brltlsh Columola,’

kialelted.hg Wlth the destructlon of the S S Egyglg&gkg, the -

qﬁffdays of steamer serv1ce to the Blg Bend were over. ‘
o The era of steamers on the Columbla is v1rtually ended.

 The develooment of networks of rallways throughout southeastern

%LhiBrltlSh Columbla and the constructlon of hlghways to meet

M;the advance of automoblle traffic have almost ellmlnated the
,need for steamers on the Columbla. ~Until 1954, however, there
waas st111 one proud steamer link w1th the glorious past. kIn
;1896 the parts for WO stubby, sternwheel steamers, the S.s.
Ihnto and the S .S. JQK&.» were ‘built in Toronto, and sent west
ffor serv1ce on the Stlklne Rlver in northern British Columbla.lgﬁ
k;Before the steamers arrlved in Vancouver however, the gold |
‘rush to the Stlklne collapsed and instead, the two Vessels
“ereidiverted to thefColumbianRiver, being assemb1edfat the
gCanadlan Pa01flc Rallway Comoany's ways at Nakusp in 1898

he Minto was put 1nto service on the Arrow Lakes and the

rﬁgzggdwent to Kootenay Lake. For flfty four years the gggtg,
a. Steel hulled vessel of 830 tons, salled the waters of the
/’row Lakes between Robson West and Arrowhead and watched
6her and more glamorous ShlpS come and go.' On Aprll 24 195@,

he tled up at Nakusp for the last t1me.§0 To ner nore than

Revelstoke Mail- Herald Aprll 7, 1915.

“4§f} Detalls on the S.S. Mlnto and the S.S. Moyie are to be
found ip; Kennedy, Cominco ma, magaz1ne, vol. L {January, 1943),

Eass:un. ,

Vancouver Sun, Aprll 26 1954. |
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plto any other vessel in the hlstory of steamboats on the Arrow

"f*’Lakes and the Columbla Rlver belongs the tltle of "Lady of the

faLakes.,k Only the hozie her 51ster ship travelllng the waters .

:;of Kootenay Lake, can match her record of serv1ce."

IT

Rlver boats prov1ded a partlal solutlon to the problem

frof transportatlon in the Blg Bend, but they ‘had to be supplemented
lkbﬁ land communlcatlons.; The oulldlng of roads in the Revelstoke--‘
D‘Blg Bend area has been an arduous and expen51ve process., The /
Ureglon has always felt the lack of good trails and maln arterles.
At the peak of the rush to ‘the Big Bend in 1865 Walter Moberly,
'on behalf of the Government of the Crown Colony of Brltlsh
*Columbla, d1rected ‘the constructlon of a wagon road thlrty-
“flve miles in length from Seymour at the head of Shuswap

Lake, to the western bank of the Columbia River at a point
'opp051te Carnes Creek ’L1. After the miners had travelled 175

_mlles from Vlctorla to Yale by steamer, and had rldden another,'
‘130 mlles by stage from Yale to Savona over a government wagon
oad they went by boat from Savona to Seymour,,another llO

mlles, and then plodded over thls pack trail on the last chlrty-

'five mlles of the overland Journey to the Columbla,52 On‘varlous

;11, British Columbla, Department of Lands and Works, Columbla
River exploration 1865 New Westmlnster, Government Prlntlng

1ce, 1 passim.
2 ﬂVlctorla Colonlst Aprll 17, 1866



jtypes of boats they then went to the dlgglngs, another twenty

‘h~:m11es up the river. In 1866 the coming of the S.S. Narten to

wShuswap Lake and the SeSe Forty-Nlne to the Columbla Rlvcr

'krcon31derably eased the hardshlps of the journey. The miners

,-themselves by foot sloggﬁng, wore. many trails between the

hdtvarlous Creeks. The government also built rough pack tralls

¥71_Land1ng w1th French Creek,

dbetween the maJor dlgglngs. rOne‘such trail connected Kirby's‘
>3 kRelatively little, however, was
;;done in the days of the Blg Bend excitement to prov1de the reglon

h‘w1th an adequate system of roads and trails. When the miners

nhshad exhausted the shallow dlgglngs of the ea31ly-acce531ble:

i:creeks they chose to leave the area rather than to struggle V
jover the rough terraln to the more remote streams. The
ldlfflcultles of travel to, from and through the Blg Bend area
;kcontrlbuted heavvly to the rapld decllne of the aold boom in
'71366 | | |

| From 1866 to 1883 there was such a small pooulatlon in the d
',Blg Bend that there ‘wWas: llttle reason for any road or trall-
maklng in the reglor. ‘Such tralls as were in ex1stence in 1866
were soon reclalmed by Nature,k Wlth the advance of the Canadlanfl
’Pa01f1c Rawlway to the Columbla Rlver both from the east and
kvthe west in the 188075 however the prov1nc1al government
kfrecognlzed the need for a road from Shuswap Lake to the Columbla

: Rlver to permlt the passage of men and of constructlon supolles. o

53‘ Brltlsh Columbla Department of. Lands and Works Columbla

Rlver exploration, l8é6 Vlctorla, Queen s Prlnter, (l

Qass:.m.
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ﬁ‘In 1883 the government granted 60,000 acres of land to a group -
“f;bheaded by Gustavus Blln eraht in exchange for the constructlon
’iof a wagon road twelve feet wide and forty»three mlleS long,
:l:?from Shuswap Lake eastward v1a Gerfln, Three Valley, Vlctor
1£l7'and Bluff 1akes to the Columola Rlver at the Blg Eddy 5h
{ffhfwrlght's constructlon crews began work 1mmed1ate1y, and had

55

'irtj‘the road ready for use on October 1, 1884. The contractors:

&'\utlllzed the terraln of the valley of the Eaele Rlver by bUllleg;’

:ltsectlons of road only between the waterways and by prov1d1ng
lferrles on each of the four lakes. ‘Along this route, the Eagle
hPaSS*Wagon Road moved great amounts of conStructlon supplles
wand large numbers of men in 188h and 1885 ergh also ' |
:operated a ferry from the Pl» Eddy to Revelstoke,’then known e
las the Second Cross1ng of tne Columbla River, and at Second

k“ﬁfCr0551ng opened the flrst ‘store on the 81te of modern Revel-

- 6

stoke.5f~ Along the road from Big Eddy, on the Columbﬂa, to -
iEagle Pass Landlng, on the eastern shore of Shuswap Lake, the
:Brltlsh Columbla Express Conoany operated two stages a week

27

,1n the sprlng and summer of 1885.‘ Eagle Pass Landlng suddenly
7came into- exlstence in 188 as an ’uportant supoly centre, and

5asdraoldly beCame a ahost town in 1885 w1th the comlng of’ the _‘

,54 Brltlsh Columbia, Department of Lands and Works, Report of
- the Chief Commlss1oner ‘of Lands and Works, 1883 (herea?ter

. referred to as B. C., Lands and Jorks, Re ort) Vlctorla, Queen*s
_ Printer, 1884, pp. 522 ff. e : _

e55%3 B. C., tands snd Works,HDevort 188#, p. 267.t

- 56 Revelstoke Rev1ew, June 29, 1940-vt“

57 ‘Vlctorla Colonlst June 19, 1885°
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58 When the Eagle Pass Road had served its primary‘

.;rallway. :

"‘3hpurpose - the conveylng ofksupplles to the:rallway crews . - Lt

- 1had fulfllled 1ts destlny. The Canadlan Pacific Rallway followed

'7¥the same route as the road through the valley of the Eagle Rlver,

>“7!and the constructlon crews blasted most of the road out Of

1'ex1stence. Today there are few traces of the old "tote" road 59

For many years after 1885 the only llnk with the area west

‘;of Revelstoke was the Canadlan Pac1f1c Rallway.b With the‘comlng; :
;gof the automoblle, demands arose for a road from Revelstoke

;ito the Okanagan Valley to prov1de car-owners w1th an adequate
)?drive.6qi Not untll 1922, however, was there an answer to the '
'fdemands.f On August 17, 1922, Premler John Oliver and the
/fHonourable W S. Sutherland ~the newly-app01nted Mlnlster of
%?Publlc Works for Brltlsh Columbla, presided at the ooenlng of ‘

! the Revelstoke-Okanagan road at Nalakwa.6; The completlon of~the+
highway gave the people of Revelstoke their Plrst oooortunlty

to take their automoblles outs1de the 01ty. oo o
Another road for whlch the people of Revelstoke walted for

some years was the hlghway from Revelstoke to Arrowhead One

.J

,58 On November 5, 1885, a correspondent wrote from Eagle Pass:’
i:”Eagle Pass is a rallway town of the past. Its growth was rapid;
~its decline much swifter. It is situated at the extreme head.

of Shuswap lake, north of the Eagle river and Shikamoose {31dl
gnarrows.,, Vlctorla Colonist, November 5, 1885. oy

59 . The bullder of the road Gustavus Blin erght .after a
'career as a cannery operator, shlp-bullder, ferry operator
“road builder, merchant and mining magnate, died at Alnsworth

Cin 1898 Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, Aprll 16, 1898,

nef60 : For example, see the edltorlal 1n the Revelstoke Observer,
‘;February 19, 1909°; : ~

61 Revelstoke Rev1ew, June 29, 19h0.
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‘lof the magor causes of the slowness 1n settlement of the area

»“around the North East Arm of Upper Arrow Lake was the 1nacceos~{

ilg‘lblllty of the dlstrlct.k Steamers provlded virtually the only

“‘Smeans of entrance.v ‘The rOads in existence prlor to 192 were
”ﬂfnot,only poor but, in many cases, unconneCted By'l923 hovi-
“‘lle the Department of Public Works for British Columbla had
ffcompleted the. Sutnerland Hlvhway between Arrowhead and Revel-
*7rgstoke..2* ThlS road con81derably lessened the 1solat10n of the

"jseveral communltles in and around the Upper Arrow Lake reglon.‘

"In 1927 the road Whlch winds 1ts way through Mount

Y’fkRevelstoke Natlonal Park to the top of Mount Revelstoke was_

Tcompleted. The new hlghway had been prOJected for a long

Or1g1nally, there had been a rough trail up the

”nountaln to Mlller and Eva lakes, near the summit. In 1912;
iﬁshortly after the entlre mountalnhwas'designated a national
7tark;ga start wasbmade.on theeconstructionkof a road up Mountv
iRevelstoke.- The work was slow, and the outbreak of war in
'191h curtalled the progect. Durlng the war inmates of an
flnternment camn establlshed on the mountain provided 1abour ‘
3for the hlghway. Although MOunt Revelstoke is only 6 700 feet
61n helght the proposed route tw1sted and'turned for twenty miles

.before it reached the summltoi Constructlon was. dlfflcult there-"

fore, andnwas not off1c1ally completed until August 17, 1927.

“~62 Revelstoke Rev1ew, November 28, 1923.

r?l‘ 63 For details of the constructlon of ‘the so-called "Royal'g

nghway” see: Canada, Department of the Interior, Dominion
Parks Branch, Through the heart of the Rockies and Selkirks, -
Ottawa Klng's Prlnter, 1929, passim. .




 The road is kﬂown'boday'as the'"Royal Highway™" because of
ﬁfthe visits of several members of the'Royal~Family'tofMOuht
 Revelstoke during the consfrpction'of the road. - Thé’Royéleightw'

way is a favourite drive for both local residents and tourists

ifbecause7of the magnifibent'view from the summit of the road.

' The road which has most interested the residents of the
.kkReVeIStoke~aréa is the one which leéds to;the Big Bend. Since

1890 the Big Bend Highway has been projected, stpported and

_ opposed, but never, for a moment, forgotten in the fifty-year
" interval befOrefitS‘completion. As early as'189l the provincial.
_government had finished a rough trail out of the wilderness of

dwfofest as far north Of.Revelstoke,as Eight Mile'Falls‘64 The

“miners in.the Big Bend area, nevertheless, were still forced

ftb pﬁéhftheir way many miles beyond the falls before they

”7reachedytheir.¢1aimé; Fortunately for the individual miners,
(éeverai‘entérprising men, of whom the most renowned was George

65

,Laforme;» ..undertook to drive pack,trains'of supplies to the:

- Revelstoke Review, June 29, 19.40. , :
05 - George Laforme left St. Hyacinthe, Quebec, in February,
1882, for the West, and in 1883 joined a survey party in
- Winnipeg. He ‘then moved on to Medicine Hat for the winter
of 1883, and in 1884 appeared in Holt City (Lake Louise) as
@ baker, supplying the railway workers from his log cabin
bakery., In 188), following the progress of the railway,
he opened another bakery at Beavermouth. In May, 1885, he
walked the line of railway from Beavermouth to Revelstoke,
- and there, at last, he found his home.  In 1886 and 1887 5
, he~prospected'aroundjthe Ground Hog Basin and Carnes Creek,
- and eventually bought land near Goldstream, erecting a

~ cabin there. In 1%89 he began operating pack trains to

the Big Bend, and for the next sixteen years he and his

- Strings of horses and mules were a familiar sight in Revel-

Stoke. He also built the Goldstream Ferry at the mouth of
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Big Bendl and in self~1nterest had to carve a rough trall
out of the Jungle of forest between Revelstoke and the Blg Bend.

o These men malntalned communlcatlons between Revelstoke and

 the B1g Bend for many years. Local groups in Revel toke, mean-
”whlle, malntalned a. constant pressure on the prov1n01a1 govern-’
i“ment for better overland llnks with the Blg Bend . TIn January,

1894 for example,’the Kootenay Star advocated the oonstructlon

of a road to Steamboat Rapids, and the operatlon of & steamer

from there to Downle Creek 66and in Aprll the Kootenay Mail

_urged the 1mmed1ate constructlon of a wagon road to the Big

;Bend saylng that there were over two hundred men unemployed
yln Revelstoke capable of startlng worx at once on the progect’
‘thus allow1ng “the mlnes of the region to become paying proper— :
:tles 1nstead of llabllltles.67 The prov1n01al vovernment “besety

ﬁby numerous pleas ?or roads from all over Brltlsh Columbla in a

‘McCulloch Creek, and ooerated it for hlS own pack trains and
for other peOple, free of charge, for many years. He acqulred
~warehouses, a blacksmith shop, corrals, and an increasingly .
:large>number of horses. In addltlon he established another
~ranch on Downie Creek, and with his Goldstream ‘ranch, was
~able to provide feed and water for his pack trains. "When
the 5.S. Revelstoke began its career, it eliminated much
. of Laforme's business, but he continued to operate his pack
“trains until 1905. He then settled on his farm near Revel-
- Stoke, supplying produce to the local and prairie markets.
"He died on December 30, 1939, Jjust six months before the
~completion of the hlghway along the route over which he and
~his pack trains had struggled for. slxteen years. Revelstoke
Review, January 5, 19&0.. = o

56,' Revelstoke Kootenay Star, January 27, 189h.

i 67 Revelstoke Kootenay Mall Aprll 14, 189h
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year of flnan01a1 uncertalnty, could only begin work on the,"'

o imorovement of the exlstlng trail.

In 1896 J.D. Graham the Gold Comm1551oner at Revelstoke,
pointed out the need for the road'

.,I would beg to p01nt out tbat 1ack of trans-.
portation facilities so far has acted as a - :
~ detriment to the Big Bend country. This mining ,
- season opened very late, in fact the snow was on the
. mountains till July, then came the floods, that
. ...practically .cut off all communications with the
“Bend for about 5 weeks by trail....It is but a
~question of a short time when it will be found
~ that the north end of West Kootenay is equal, if
not superior, to any part of it, but as before
s stated transoortatlon facilities are wanted fog
"'the rapld openlng up of this part of I’ootenay.,8

_On March 17, 1899 the Revelstoke Board of Trade entered
éthe flght for a wagon road by pa551ng a resolutlon urging.

~’the government to proceed 1mmed1ately w1th the progect.69'

»The prov1n01a1 government however Stlll doubted ‘the

anece351ty or value of the road:

“’fx The waggon road now [1900] under construction by -
i the Government may be of some temoorary benefit to
“° the District, but for the future development of this
. promising seCtlon a cheaper means of transportation
: than can be given by a waggon road 4O miles in length
- must be assured. The Columbia river, Nature's highway,
-+ 1is navigable from beyond the Internatlonal Boundary
. to Laporte, Big Bend, a distance of some 250 miles,
~and will doubtless be found, in the future as in the
~ .. past, the cheapest route in andout of the Blg Bend
'fH'pOPthH of thls DlVlSlono/ ,

A'; B. C.,Mlnes, Annual report, 1896 p. 537.

;f“'69fifVancouver Prov;nce March 31 1934

’707r‘BQC.; Mines;*Annual report, 1900? pp. 808-810.
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Offlclal doubts about the wagon road to the Big Bend caused

‘“?‘_ slowness 1n the constructlon of the DTOJer" 2y 1928 the

i*i‘road had reached only to Carnes Creek twenuv-swx mlles

hk‘north of Revelstoke.71' By 1928 however tne oroposal of a
'ﬁf,Blg Bend nghway had been 1ncorporated into the bulldlng of the{

QTrans Canada nghway, a Dlan of national .Luoortance.72 The

%iThe progect of a trans—mountaln hlghway llnklng eastern. Canada o
i‘5;w1th the pralrles and British Columbia was ooncelved and 1n
%1911 surveys were started for a hlghway from Calgary, via Banffrr
thatlonal Park to the Columola Valley to connect w1tb existing:
kﬂrroads in Brltlsh Columbla. The outbreak of var in 1914 delayed.
é{the actual constructlon of the road but work was. resumed in
“d1919 and - in June, 1923 the Banff Nlndermere nghway was.

i'k'off:z.c:Lally opened Only the Selklrks remalned as a bar to the

Completlon of the British Columbla sectlon of the Trans Canada

In 1928 the federal and prov1n01al governments agreed
to comnlete 301ntly a hlghway between Golden and Fevelstokea“
For some tlme there was a dlspute among the oeoole of Revel-t
stoke ‘and among the government englneers aoout the route ,~
Whlch the road should'take.' One group favoured a hlghway

fOllow1ng the Columbla Rlver from Golden via the Blg Bend

——

n. “B. c., M:Lnes 'Annual report, 1928, - C311.

'd"72 For detalls of the constructlon of the 915 Bend nghway'
See: Revelstoke Review, June 29, 1940. .




l to Revelstoke. Another group w1shed the road to follow
‘11v1rtually the same route as tne rallway took through the
LﬁfSelklrk Range. Eventually, the surveyors dec1ded tnat the
‘hroute through the Selklrks would be too dlfflcult and exoen~
~i51ve‘ the heavy annual snowfall and 1rev1table snowslldes
~Would neces31tate too much work for the malntenance Crews;

the season durlng whlch the hlghway would be clear vould be

'htoo short and the actual englneerlng dlfflcultles would be too

7great. The Blg Bend route, about 190 mlles lone was adopted

and constructlon began in 1929 from both Revelstoke and Golden.

'5took place on June 29 1940, at the site of Boat Encampment -
"fDav1d Thomoson s headouarters almost 135 years belore. Some;
mwhat optlmlst1cally, the orov1n01a1 government placed an

'«Hadvertlsement in- the Revelutoke Rev1ew'

-;’The ooenlng of the Big Bend Section of the Trans-

. Canada Highway sets the seal upon a Great Achievement,
~ and consummates ten yvears of well- directed effort.

- It marks an event no less significant than the

" laying of the last length of steel whlch brought the
~railroad to British Columbla.

~Since our earliest days, the Blg Bend has remained

; '1nv1olate, a stubborn barrier to unlnterrupted Highway
. Travel., Enclosed in that great loop is an area of
~entrancing loveliness, a chaos of splendid peaks and

. high green glaciers, virgin territory which wuntil now
~ has been closed to all save the lonely prospector

L '_and ‘the ’whltewater man.*

'Unfortunately for the advocates of the Blg Bend nghway,

,the factor of weather forces the 01051ng of the road for

dzat least four, and sometlmes six, months of the year. ‘For'

——— e,

™ j‘Revelstoke Review;hJune 29, 1940,
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'In the surlnﬂr of 19LO the highway was completed. The oper'ng_
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“htne remalnlng perlod the road is a dlfflcult one to keep 1n‘
trepalr.k Recently there has been some dwscuss1on among road-:
dbullders about the w1sdom of re~ locatlng the hlghway, eltherd
‘across the Selklrks or around the range's southern end - The
fcost of such a re 1ocatlon however “is almost prohlbltlve,c
~kand w1ll probably deter such a move for some tlme to come. |
’hf Mall dellverles in Revelstoke today are a comparatlvely

.easy matter, but seventy years ‘ago the lot of a postmaster

Vor mall carrler in tne Revelstoke or Blg Bend reglons was'

a far dlfferent story. In the days of rallway constructlon,

‘»mall bound for Farwell from Vlctorla was taken slowly to
'Kamloops. From there the mall was carrled irregularly by

’any respon51b1e person ”aopenlng to,go'to Farwell.k On
;danuaryjl ’1885,:V, Church secured the contract to carry the
.mall from Kamloops to Eagle Pass Landing once a week 74 and
‘on January 15 Al McBryan was authorlzed to begln a fortnlghtly

75 Most of the mall

dserv1ce between Shuswap Lake and Farwell.
,bound for Vlctorla from Farwell however was - taken to the end
of steel of the Canadvan Pa01flc Rallway, then eastward to d“‘
Wlnnlpeg, back via the Northern Pacific Railway, throuoh the

6
Unlted States, and eventually to V:Lctorla.7 The processﬂwas

—

7& Canada Post Office Department Report of the Postmaster
General for the vear ending 30th June, 1885, (herealter referred
to as Canada, Post Office, RebortT; Ottawa, MacLean, Rogers,

1885, po ll+l4—o ’
75f; Loc. cit.

76 Vlctorwa Colonlst July 22 1885.’¥




6L
~slow;

The flrst nostman at rarwcll aooarently, was one Hibbs,

- vhose sole clalm to fame lies in the fact that in June, 1885,~ .

-~ he mloused bostal funds.77 No mentlon of hin appeaxs agaln.

" Tn July; 1885, a post offlce of sorts. opened in Farwell, but

| "aT_lt handled only that mall received from the east.?gv The

d'completlon of the Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway in, November 1885,_
ended Farwell's 1solatlon and led to the opening of a regular

'cpost offlce 1n-Revelstoke~1n February; 1886 and the c1051ng‘e

‘f‘;of the post offwce at Eagle Pass Landlng in the follow1ng

\d.;«Aprll.

79

T A.W Gordon became Revelstoke’s first postmaster.so

hgi“iln July, 1886 A, Mc tyre assumed the task of carrywng mall

“ttwelveetlmes weekly between the town of Farwell (by-now referredﬁ

i‘l"to as Revelstoke) and the railway statlon, three-quarters of

'f4a mlle away.gl MCTntyre malntalned his service untll Seotember
'30 1887, when he was succeeded by G. Dennstedt and E. Harrop.8 N
“In 1889 T. A M. Gordon sold hlS post offlce bulldlng to F.B. |
;Wells an ex-emoloyee of the rallway company , - and Wells carrled

‘bon the serv1ce untvl October l 1901 83

f771 Victoria Colonist, June 19, 1885
78 Ibid., July 25, 1885. o
;79JQ?Canada, Post. Offlce, Report, 1887, Pp- 178- 179. |

‘30dfcRevelstoke Rev1ew, June 29, 1940.

81 Canada, Post Offlce, Report, 1881, p. 152

~82f: Canada Post Offlce, ReDort 1888, i 152,

- 83‘;‘Revelstoke Footenay Mail, October &, 1901,
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| In the 1890’5 the work of the Revelstoke post offlce
‘ expanded vreatly.‘ Tn July, 1890 ‘the mails for the lower'
i:Golumbla Rlver began travelllng on the steamers thrlce weekly

: to Sproat although in the wwnter they still followed a.
?_c1rcu1tous route from Revelstoke, v1a Vlctorla througn
luwashlngton State to Marcus and by trail up the Columbia to o
i Sproat and Nelson, a fourteen day Journey.gh In August 1891
‘mthe settlement around the rallwaj statlon at ‘Revelstoke achieved
n;a oost offlce when H Lew1s, the a551stant to Postmaster Wells,
liopened a second branch.85 ln'l901 the federal government
jaapp01nted A McRae to be postmaster in Revelstoke, and opened

a new post offlce.éébp N ‘ ,

‘ In the early 1890's the miners in the Blg Bend area -

% depended on the good—w1ll of the packers for their mall.
l:Usually these packers prov1ded the serv1ce~w1thout chargeo

”p0n November 27, 189L however the flrst official ma11

Tcarrler 1n the Blg Bend since the days of the Hudson's Bay
iCompany's express boats left Revelstoke on foot for Gold—

stream w1th 'forty pounds of ma11.87 John Nellson, the mall-

"man, had contracted w1th the feder 1 bovernment to carry mall

Monce a month for tlve months to the Blg Bend The Kootenay Mail -
4commented that the Journey was. ", .an arduous and dangerous

trlp to be taken alone in the depths of w1nter and Mr Nellson

8hf'sRevelSt0ke Kootenay Star, July 19, 1890 January 3, 1891.

85 Ibid., August 1, 1891.

'35>llRevelstoke Kootenay Mall September 6 and 20 October 4, 1901.
&7 Ibid., December 1 and 22, 1894, |
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L should be adequately Dald for 1t"88 Neilson received twenty ,{

“iddollars ner trln.7 On ‘his flrst dellvery, he had to struggle

: fthrough soft snow for ten days before he arrlved at GoldStream

"on December 6 189h From Go1dstream he V1swted French and
i’then NcCulloch creeks before returnlng to Revelstoke. When '
khNellson made. his next visit to the Blg Bend in January, 1895,

ﬁhe drove a team of dogs. k
| In the w1nter of 1805 -1896 George Laforme succeeded Yellson
- as the off1c1al postman for the Blg Bend gettlng pald in the~;'
1;W1nter for what he d1d free of charge in the summer.?Q The.
7h30urneys to the Blg Bend were dangerous, but both Laforme andkh
énNellson were experlenced packers and woodsmen who could do
thelr Job well h » | , |
: | _ In 191h Ole‘Westerburg took over: the task of carrylng
;1the malls to ohe Ble Bend ‘and from 1914 to 19&0 made twent&
: scheduled dellverles a. year. He was the only mall carrier in’
‘the area.91 The round trip was. 150 mlles over steep hllls,
:across creeks and through heavy brush. Westerburg made tneh

journey on foot carrylng an elghty—pound pack on hlS back

In bllzzards .snowdrlfts 'sub -Zero weather, spring thaws
Summer heat ard autumn cnllls he carrled the mail through the
w1lderness at the end of hlS journey searchlng out the lonely'

trappers prospectors and miners. The- completlon of the Plg

t,ss'f'Revelstoke Kootenay Mﬁll December l 1894° B
89 Ibid., Janvary 5, 1895. -
‘90?; Ibld., December 7, 1895-,

,-91;f Vancouver Prov1nce, October 5 1940,




‘sBend nghway and the comlngkof the aueomoblle Lo make in a |
ddfew hours the Journey whlch Look NeuterburJ days ended the |
“'ploneer days of the mall serv1ce to the Blg Bend In October
"1940 Ole Jestererg retlred axter thlrty ~-5ix years of
dagruelllng work as the Blg Bend's only mall carrler.M'

The 1solatlon of tbe BW@ Bend has proven a barrler to
.the reglon‘s aevelooment. Rlver boats 1ntruded upon thls
‘dsolatlon in the 1860’5 brwefly in che 1890’5 ‘and for the
'ylast tlme between 1902 and 1915. Poor land connectlons
:prov1ded a barrler both in the 1860'8 and the 1950'8.; The i
B1g Bend nghway has been only a partlal answer to the problem,?

‘of communlcatlons -a problem whlch ha= efleetlvely barred the




Chapter Flve
The Canadlan Pa01flc

Railway - its construction
and 1ts 1nfluence on Revelstoke

‘ ,After the unlon of the two Crown Colonles of Brltlsh

~Columb1a and Vancouver Island in 1866 there was a perlod of
?a'four years durlnﬂ Wthh the unlted Colony made 1ts ch01ce as
*to 1ts future polltlcal status.' Durlng thls perlod varlous’
*‘factors ‘were 1nfluenc1ng the colony's dec1s1on" there were f.
i;groups ardently champlonlng or opp051ng Confederatlon w1th
df‘Canada' other groups were v1gorously prop081ng annexatlon of
{the colony by the Unlted States' some colonlsts w1shed to

: retain Brltlsh Columbla's status as an 1nd1v1dual Crown Colony,.;
| and probably most 1mportant of all the Brltlsh Government
h‘weary of the expense and contlnual bother of the unprofltaole

. colony, was apparently conv1nced of the loglc of rlddlng 1tselfo
fiof thls troublesome and expen51ve burden.: From the varlous
tpressures there gradually emerged a de0151on for union with
¥Canada in- exchange for two maJor condltlons responSIble.
1government and a trans contlnental link w1th Canada. It was
:the latter condltlon that led to the blrth of the town of
;;Farwell and to the growth of the c1ty of Revelstoke to its -
‘ffpresent status., On May 16, 1871 the Brltlsh Government 1ssued~fr

‘"an order-1n-counc1l declarlng that from and after July 20 1871

1 For a full discussion of British Columbiats polltlcal
‘affairs between 1866 and 1871 see: Sage, W.N., "British Columbia
- @nd Confederation," British Columbia Hlstorlcal Quarterly, vol. l5
(January-Apr:Ll 1951?, pp. 71-8h.




British Columbia should form part of the Dominion of Canada.?
A In July, 1870,'represéntatives~of BritishyCOlumbia'and

i Canada\had agreedfto the Terms of Union between the two entitiesi

Clausé,ElevenQof"the Térms of Union stated: -

The Government of the Dominion undertake to secure the i
commencement simultaneocusly, within two years from the date
of the Union, of the construction of a Railway from the o
Pacific towards the Rocky Mountains, and from such point
~as may be selected, east of the Rocky Mountains, towards
the Pacific, to connect the seaboard of British Columbia
with the railway system of Canada; and further, to secure
~the completion of such Railway within ten years from the
‘date . of the Union. ' S e
. _And the Government of British Columbia agree to convey
~ to the Dominion Government, in trust, to be appropriated
in such manner as the Dominion Government may deem advisable
in the furtherance of the construction of the said Railway,
- a similar extent of public lands along the line of Railway,
throughout its entire length in British Columbia, not to
' exceed, however, Twenty (20) Miles on each side of the
-~ said line, as may be appropriated for the same purpose
by the Dominion Government from the public lands in the
North-West Territories and the Province .of Manitoba. Pro-
- vided, that the quantity of lands which may be held under
preemption right or by Crown grant within the limits of
the tract of land in British Columbia to be so conveyed
to the Dominion Government shall be made good to the
* Dominion from contiguous public lands; and, provided,
. further, that.until the commencement within two years, as
. aforesaid, from the date of the union, of the construction
of the said Railway, the Government of British Columbia
. shall not sell or alienate any further portions of the _
spublic lands of. British Coclumbia in any other way than under
. right of preemption, requiring actual residence of the
- preemptor on the land claimed by him. In consideration of"
. the land to be so conveyed in aid of the construction of.
~the said Railway, the Dominion Government agree to pay to
_ British Columbia, from the date of the union, the sum of 3
100,000 dollars per annum, in half-yearly payments in advance.”

i
3
;

2 Cited in full in: British North America Acts and selected
‘Statutes, 1867-1948, Ottawa, King's Printer, 1948, p. 153.
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- Although the Terms of Unloh stated, in ellect that the ‘con-
estructlon of the transcont nental ranway should be stafted
fldfrom both ends: by July 20, ,fo73 the surveyu neceSsary for the
‘selectlon of a route were not completed in the allotted tlme.

~ From 1873 to 1878 tbe orovznc1al and federal gJV¢”Iﬁ€ntu we
«dusually in dlsagreement over. the questlon of the rawlway, the
”iprOV1nc1al government w1sn1pg the 1mmed1ate constructwon of
“eltbe rallway, and t he lederal uoverndtnt needlnﬁ time to comple
.adequate mountaln surveys for wnat it had now ?ully realized ’
_ was to be a vlgantlc undertaklngoh 'In October 1879, the federalo
'?government flnally adopted a route which is Vlrtually the one
qftoday followed by the Canadlan Pa01flc Railway. 1In 1879, also,

constructlon work besan on & portlon of the rallway from Emory? s

[VBar to Savona’s Ferry. In June, 1880, the Canadlan Pa01f1c -

o Rallway Comnany Was‘lormed tO,bulldkthe remainder of the;rail-»d

"road and to complete it by ﬁay 1 1891.5 'The‘companyfreceiVed‘

f$25 OOO 000 and 25 OOO OOO acres of. land from the federal
fgovernment for flnlshlng the prOJect. / ’

‘i;There remalned one . great obstacle belore the rallway could
'be completed Untll 1881 tnere was no 1ndlcatlon of the route

eWthh the llne was to follow in crosolng the Selklrk Ranges

4 - The best treatment of the troublesome early relations of

- the provincial and federal governments is to be found in: Ormsby,,
M.A,, The relations between British Columbia and the Domlnlon of

Canada 1871- 1885, Phd. thesis, Bryn Mawr, n.d. '

7‘5\* The deflnltlve hlstory of the Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway is:
‘Ihnls H.A., A history of the Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway, London,
'Klng, 1923.,' 5 ‘ o




: ,Rlver.

‘dWhen Major A.B} Rogers.became the engineer- in oharge offthe'
mountaln leJSlOn of the Canadian Pac1flc Railway in 1080 he
dec1ded to seek pass thvough the Selklrks, hoping thus to
?byav01d a detour around the range v1a the Blg Bend of the r’olumbla
6 In Aprll 1881, therefore "he led a party up the /'”‘
Illec1llewaet Rlver to its 1orks where Walter Moberly had been‘
{Q'forced back in 1865 and ?ollowed the east fork to a p01nt wnrch
3'fRogers de01ded was the main summlt of the Selklrk Rang In

ﬁ July, 1882 Rogers Denetrated the Stﬂklrkc from the east via
1‘the Beaver Rlver passed tnrough the rugged pass between Mounts

k“dmacdonald and Tupper - and descended 1nto the Ille01llewaet

ffthus endlng the search for the rallway route. In Seotember,

y' ‘f 1882 the rallway company adopted the route whlch followed the

o edchklng Horse Pass, crossed the Selklrks via Rogers Pass, and

,;penetrated the Godd Range by Eagle Pass.

In 188h and 1885 two vast armles of constructlon crews
kfbegan to - converge from both east and west upon the Second
;dCros31ng of the Columbla Rlver completlng the gap which separ-'
iated the two portlons of the rallway.' Farwell suddenly came -
Glnto ex1stence as the‘eentral p01nt for‘thefsupplying of the two
‘groups.,'One Writer‘thusfdescribed his impresSions of’the new;
:born town°' s ‘; .

;...I trotted alone a flat tra l 1nto the broad Valley of the
Columbla bounded w1th dim, - smoke shrouded rows of mountalns...

6 Palmer Howard, "Notes on the exploratlon and the geography
of the northern Dolklrks " Bulletin of the American Geographlcal

7 '3001etx vol. hh (Aprll 1912), pp. 2Ll- 256.
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~ I was once more in a 'city! of five or six hundred people,,
nine-tenths men, the forerunner of the present Revel-
- stoke. It was about six months old, but already had a
. history, for it had been swept by the inevitable fire,
which net only licked up the log and canvas builldings - :
- but destroyed many square miles of splendid forest around.
. The city was once more housed, many of the log
~buildings blackened by fire, and close by there rose
- dismal black trunks into a sky still grey with smokes:
~ The coppery sun shone down intensely hot on the whitish-
grey street, literally of dust and ashes, and at a little
-~ distance the broad Columbia, a grey flood of muddy water,
licked and lapped at its muddy banks, which every now and
then caved and collapsed where undermined by the current,
-~ An uglier place probably never existed than this
first edition of Revelstoke, with the smoke and ashes ‘
of its premature conflagration still hovering about it.7 _

,‘iAﬁbther contemporarykobserver wrote of Farwell in 1885:

The town...consisted of one street, on either side of
~which were wooden and log shacks...Considerable business
was carried on here, as it was the half-way place between:
" both ends of the railway under construction as well as
- being on the river and handy for down-river boats and for
- miners who passed up and down to the mines of the Big
- Bend. The town was well situated on the high banks of -
~the Columbia, and gave promise of becoming a big place
in future years....the life was exciting, especially on
pay days. There were brawls continually and gambling
- night and day with men of all nationalities throwing away
their hard-earned pay at faro, stud poker and other :
- games of chance...On the afternoon of November 6, 1885,
~several of us left Farwell on a train consisting of an ,
-~ engine and tender and three flat cars loaded with rails -
- the last train to load rails for Craigellachie....All
. through t he night the rails were laid from both East and
 West, and early the following morning, November 7, we |
-~ were astir, watching the rails gradually approaching each-
.~ other. -Soon there remained but a single rail to be laid.
~+ The distance was measured; it was discovered that the
~ . rail was about three feet too long, and while this was
© - being shortened, Sir Donald Smith and his party came on
- the scene. They watched the proceedings in readiness to
drive the last spike. Then the rail was laid....Finally,
" there remained but one more spike to be driven. It was
‘ partly‘driven in and a hammer was given,to‘Sir Donald

-
b
{

r,

7 wscoleman;‘A.P.,‘The Canadian'Rockies,¢new and old trails,

Lo ]Toronto, Frowde, 1911, pp. 56-57.
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Smith to drive it home...Then he guickly and in a most
©workmanlike manner, drove the spike home. Everybody
~ cheered; the locomotives whistled and shrieked; several
~short speeches were made; hands were shaken, and Major
- Rogers...became so gleeful that he up~ended a huge tie
and tried to mark the spot, by the side of the track by
sticking it in the ground.8 PR , o

I£ Was shortiy afﬁef~theidriving of the iéSt épike'at
 ‘Craigéllachié'thatﬁ#he naﬁe'of "Revelétoke" was first applied
1 to the‘séttlement‘on‘thé ColumbiakRiver."ThekCanadianvPacific
ﬁ ,kRai1way‘Compény was‘ﬁﬁable to secufe a site for a raiiwéy

;staiibn~éndurailwéy‘yards’from;A.S. Farwell,g‘faﬁd, thérefore,
;seleéted’é‘depo£ sité‘akshbrt distancé~from'Farweli’é townsite.

" .In 1886 thebcompany bégan to call the station "Revelstoke™ in

:  honerfof EdWard,Charies'Baring, firStharbn-Révelstdke;'who
’had'contfibﬁted heavily‘to the financial success of’the‘fail-,
\wa?}compaﬁy‘at the~16west ebb'ofiits financialfhistorleo

:{ Siﬁcékthe”cdmpletion dethewCanadién3Pacific‘RailWay,’
Efohly‘ohe;brénchnliné has beeﬁ built,frdm Révelstoke§ vet
Revelstoke was in the thick of the battle of financial giants
T Wéged_in tﬁe 1890‘s Bétween the Cahadian Pacific Railway'and': ’
‘Tthé Aﬁéfican.gailﬁaﬁskpﬁshing their téntacie—iike branch~lines:;

 ”into'Bfitish‘Co1umbia from the south to drain all'ofkthe trade of

8  Mallendaine, Edward, in the Revelstoke Review, June 29, 1940.
1. Colonel Edward Mallendaine, as a young man of Seventeen years,
- had witnessed the driving of the last spike of the Canadian Pacific

ilway.

9 . Revelstoke Kootenay Star, February 6, 1892,

AlbjufBufké"Sir J.B'i‘A généél0giCal and heraldic history of
the peerage, baronetage and knighta e, London, Burke's Peerage,
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~ the kootenaysfto Svokane, _ To combat the Amerlcan companles,
tthe Canadlan Pac1f1c RaL1Waj at fLPSL relied upon its own main
‘111ne and tne serv1cea of Lhe 1ndependent steamers uoon the
Columb'a Rlver and Kootenav Lake, but, even ually, find"ng such

" tan arranéement unprofltable, the comoany sought other means..

7 In 1891 the company comoleted a branch line from Robson, on.

‘the Columbla to @elsop on nootenay Lake,”  This line, thoughts

the comoany, would encouraae the sh ng of ores via a combined

‘ 13 . v
water and rall route t0 tne Qmelter at Revelstoke..3 No such

";thlng haooened tne mines contlnued to shlo ores coutnward

:a‘;the smelter at Revelstoke'xaﬂled to operate., The Canadlan

;'kPa01 fic Pallway had to contﬂnue 1ts search for a way to over-
'come tbe forces of 5eoeraphy.

': In July, 1891 Lhe Canadwan Pacific Rallway Company securedg

;;a federal charter authorlzlng it to construct a rallway twenty—
flve m11es 1n lenatn from Revelstoke to the head of the Upper
Arrow Lake. h Under the prov151ons of the Act the federal o

egovernment‘agreed.to grant,the companyfa sub51dykof’e3,200 per

11 For a detailed study of the struggle by the various rallway

~ companies to secure the trade of the Kootenays, see: Howay, F.W.,
Sage, W.N., and Angus, H.F.,, ed., British Columbla and the United

: States, Toronto, Ryerson, 1942. (Tarnegie Endowment ror Inter-.

. e ———— .

- national Peace, Division of Economics and dlstory, The relatwons
of Canada and the Unlted States. ) pp. 248 263 ~

12 Revelstoke Kootenay Star, June 6, 1891.

f13 Ibld., August 16, 1890; Canada Department of Mlnes -
~Geolo§IE§1 Survey of Canada, Report, 1890 1891, Ottawa, Queen's
Printer, 1891, p. 134. , | .

v‘lh  Canada, 55- 56 Vlc., c, 5,’
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’lele of rallway bullt. The llne was to be commenced before,,

‘t:f‘August 1, 1894, and to be completed within four years.f The

'(k Annual report of the company for 1892 said that the magor

hlreason for the construCtlon 01 tne branch llne was the fact
 that the Columbla Rlver was naV1gable for only three months 01
tthe year, thus makﬁng orecarlous the company's dependence upon

"o 1
- outside shloolng fa01lﬂt1es. 2 In 1892 the company carrled

\:~,kout the surveys for the rallway, and began clearlng the rlght—

of-way for the llne south of Revelstoke in July, 1893._>Unror—

7ctunately, the heavy snowfall in the wnnter of 1803 l894yand an

\:ﬂh unusually hot snrlno resulted in the floodlng of the Columbla

16‘

The turbulent rlver washed out several

5prallway brldges damaged travls and flooded the constructed

'th'portlons of the Arrow Lake rallway, The rlver also carried

yaway huge sllces of tne bank at Revelstoke, forclne the resi-
- dents to move many of the houses back from the water's edge to

£other 51tes.‘ The Canadwan Pachlc Ravlway Comoany had to stoo

c»work on the Arrowhead branch in order to repair the damage done_.

;hby the floods around Revelstoke and at other places on the ‘main:
: 11ne.p Work was resumed on. the new line 1n Seotember 1899, and
fthe Revelstoke and Arrow Lakes Branch was completed to Arlcwhead

yln 1896 At ﬁrrownead the llpe conhected with the steamerS"

15 Canadlan Pac1f1c Railway Company, Annual recert for the flscal

~Year 1892 (hereafter referred to as C.P.R., Annuval reoort)
Hfontreal n.p., 1893 p- 11.

: 16: Revelstoke Kootenay Mall June 9 1894
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'plylng the Columbla Rlver In December 1896, the Canadian

o Paolflc Rallway Comoany acourred ‘the holdlngs of the Columbia

o and Kootenay Steam Nav1vat10n Company and thus controlling

the tranqoortatlon routes of the Columbla Rlver oould,compete,

k;rOn nmore Pavourable terms wltn the Amerlcan 11rms.17“

In the constructlon days of the Canadlan Pacific Rallway,
Farwell had been an 1mportant p01nt of suooly, the S S nootenai*

tcarrylng constructlon materials there to equ1p the army of
E 18

ktlabourers.. After ‘the completlon of the rallway, Donald

: became the headouarters for the mountaln d1v1510n of the Can-
tadlan Pac1f1c Rallway, and had the magor share of the shoos
7Tend otner fa0111t1es of the rallway. As early as 1892 rumours
1tbegan to 01rculate 1n Revelstoke that the rallway company
t‘lntended to erect new works in the town. 19 Revelstoke, at tne
“.vtlme, was an 1mportant Junction for the rallway the point
rwhere oassengers chanbed from the rallway to tne steamers “or
."boarded the main llne from the’ steamers “but ‘the town was :
kbetween the mountaln lelSlon,-centered on Donald, and the Shu-_
;ﬁap aivision, whlch extended to Kamloops. In 1895 ‘the

’Kootenay Mall reported that the rallway company 1ntended soon

to centre 1ts act1v1t1es on Rcvelstoke, and to make the town’k

the lelSlonal p01nt for everythlng between Canmore, ulberta

———in

;l7io“C P. R.,,Annoallreport 1896‘_00. 9-10.‘
13’ Vlctorla Colonlst May 13, 1885
19'a Revelstoke Kootenay Star, November 26 1892
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G D 20 '
- and Kamloops. In November 1896 the newspaper stated that
the Donald shops would soon be moved to Revelsfoke.zl, The
‘pooulatlon of Revelstoke, said the Mail woulo be 1ncreased

;by two hundred peoole and the town 1tself would recelve a

f;'great 1mpetus in urade and vrowth. Late in 1?96 and earlv in

;11897, ‘some Of the people of Donald began purch951ng lots in
-jRevelstoke to be able to build when the thlClDated move
?came.gz» i |

In 1897 Donalo was a Dlaeable town hév1ng some’bovern——
'3‘ment bulldlngs an hotel two general stores a com01ned drug,
7{stat10nery and post office store, a public and:EW1vate scnool
'oand three churches.23£ The-ba51s of-the town's existence, how-
7ever was its collectioﬁ-of *ailway S ops. kﬁithout the shops,
/there would remain only lumberlng aoo a little aining;~ The
‘7people7of the town were reluctant to see the re;lway shoos
Tnoved to Revelstoke. In 1897 neveftheless Lne movement of
?the rallway s fa'i es from Donald to Revelstoke began. In

nMay, Revelsuoke oecam he telegraohlc headquarters apd 1"eoeat«

flng statlon for tne area from Kamlooos to Donald 2l In 1897,.

)

IZQﬁfeRevelstoke Kootenay Na“l December 14, 1895.
‘21:’er1d., November 28 1896

»5;'Revelstoke Herald January 27 1897.
23 Ib d., February 20 1897.

F5Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, May 8, 1897-
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the comoany bullt the Hotel Revelstoke,'openlng 1t on July 26,
1k constructed a . round nouse_and 1argc new Lrelght sheds, dnd

; establlsned most of the former act1v1t1es of Donald in Revelstoke,?swd
; In August 1898 tne company bevan constructdon of machlne and
repalr shops 1n Revelstoke, and by the end of the‘year had |
started transferrwng Donald’s Dooulatlon to Revelstoke.26 PV v
vkthe end of 1899 ‘the novement of the Qhoo fa01L1tles and the
fpopulatlon of Donald was comoleted In 1899 Revelotoke secured
'1ncorporatlon as a c1ty, achleved the status of a lelSlonal

g p01nt acquwred most of the neople and bulldlngs of Donald and

‘dte“as a result of the vnflux of people, experlenced a bulldlng

'j.boom.

7 -

In 1909, the Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway enhanced ReveTStoke S.
’status as a rallway centre by constructlnv a new, two -storey '
bstatlon, complete w1tn te‘eﬁraohlc, baggave, ekpress, despatch-

”ilng and accountlnv oftlces and also offlces for tne dwv151onal

5 tralnmqster re51dent englneer superlntendent, roadmaster and

o8

"ibrldge and bulldlD5 1nspector. | |
: Slnce 1896 no new lines have been constructed from Revel-

‘JStOke.' hany rallways passing througn Revelstoke have been

90

id725 Revelstoke Herald July 28, 1897, Revelstoke Kootenay Mail
,January 1, 1898, ~

{f26~_ Ibld., July 30 and Octooer 29 1898

"“1Revelstoke Review, June 29, 19h0-‘

,,f,Revelstoke Kootenai Mall December 25 1905'




“’plenned "9 bu+ the only ma jor plece of constrnction’in the“”:
mountaln o1v151on Of tne Canadian Paci ric Railway since 1806i
“has been the famous eﬁglneerlng feat, the bulldlng of the
"Connaught Tunnel Orlgvna71y MaJor A.E. Roaers had de ’ed‘
ktbe great looo of the Canadﬁan r801f1c Rallway, the tortuous
k’curves around MOLnto Abbott and Cheops to enaole the 11ne to
;fdroo from tbe heﬂghtQ of Roeers PaSS to the bed of the I11-
kec111ewaet Rlver.BO The snowfall in Rogers Pabs is extrene¢y
,% heavy, end causes freouent Slldes. On March 4 1910 work

'fcrews were clearlnc away one sucb sllde near the summit of

‘ffRogers Pass when tons of ice and Snow suddenly aVelanched from

;above and bur:ed the entlre crew of a worr treln under tblrty
feet of snow, kllllﬂg Llfty eluht men, most of them re81dent=
of. ReVe¢stoke.31 It "as to overcome. such clldes and accldents
‘ethat the rallway comoany constructed the Tlve-mlle long ConnaLvht;
f'Tunnel under Bounu Racdonald between Connaught and Gla01er._ The
tunnel was opened in 1916 ~ Since 1916 the loss of life from
kjrallway acc1dents around Revelstoke bas been relatlvely low.

fiBetween 1920 and 1925 the settlement at Gla01er thrlved while

29 For a ‘summary of the proposed rallways passing throueh
,Revelstoke, see: nevelstoke Review, June 29, 194

30 Wheeler A. O., The Selkirk Mountalns- a _guide for Mountain
I011mbers and pllg,rlmsJ Wlnnlpeg,,otovel [19113, pass1n..~ ‘

31 Brltlsh Columola Attorney General Ingulsltlon, 1910
no. 72, MS Archives of B Co :
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the company 11ned the tunnel w1th concrete Jacket The,
carrying out of the entlre rrogect vas a trloute to modern
'englneerlng.~; B V

The constructWOn of the Canad:an P301f1c Rallway 1’ the
mountaln sectors 1ntroduced the flrst large, sem1~permanent
~body of populatlon 1nto the area around modern Revelstoke.

lThe Canadlan Pac1flc Rallway Comoany hlred men for construc ion

- work wherever 1t could and assembled aoprox1mately 5, OOO men

’:along the route between hamloops and- Golden in 1884 and 1885,
" These men came. malnlv from eastern Canada, the United States
- the Brltlsh Isles and contlnental Eurooe.' After;the_railway

was comoleted manv of chem moved on- to ot ner flelds. Some,f

3j} nowever remalned 1n tne emoloy of the company as englneers,

firemen, tralnmen conductors sectlon men, telegraphers,
statlon agents and in. other capa01t1es.

Revelstoke became an 1mportant p01nt on the rallway almost
.as soon as the llne was completed gradually becomlng the centre
of the comoany’s act1v1t1es in the mOLntaln lelSlon, and flnally
ach1ev1ng the status of a lelSlonal p01nt ; Revelstoke supolled
the crews that mawntawned 1ntact and in runnlng order the llne
e'through the SelklrkS.' Inuo aevelstore came more workers bas

the Centre became more 1moortant and in thelr wake w1ves

2,fand Iamllles Revelstoke's rallway payrolls have been tne bacx-

fbone of tne communlty’s exlstence since 1885 ‘ard w1ll Contlnue

,to'be the ralson d‘etre for the reglon as long as tne centre

thr‘lves Revelstoke, deorlved of her status as a rallway

;dIV1s1onal 001nt would have to deoend unon a precarlous llve-
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;llhood from ‘the adgacent mlneral resources, from tke tourlst
trade, and from the nelghoourlnv sawmllls.‘

Rallway work, strenuous and often dangerous, has drawn many
“forelgn-born peoole into: Revelstoke.‘ These people have sett]ed :
_:marrled- ralsed famllles and sent many of thelr chlldren out to

. d'work for the rallway company The younéer people who do not

o worx for the rallwar elther leave Revelstoke or else seek

" emplovmedt in the forests and mllls to the soutn. There are

Tfew other oecuoatlors for them in Revelstoke.' 8 _

mhe tyne of peroon attracted to the city in the oast has

V varled bUt the total popula tion has remalned relatlvely staole._T
ﬁtThe small fluctuatlon is best 1llustrated by the LoLlow1ngf,,

. table of - pODUl&thﬂ" ‘ - . un
: . Year Revelstoke dlstrlct32 Revelstoke c1ty33 - Total

*i~;l9Ql. 3,003 s - 1.600  ° L, u03
: 1911,-2 655 3,017 5,672
S 1921 1,592 2loh 37k
1931 not avalaable 2,736 L meeea
1941 3,532 | 20106 5,63834
1951 1, 764 | o 2,017 7 68134

‘In flfty years the poouletlon of the city and dlStPlCu has
/1ncreased Irom 4 603 to 7, 681 1nhaoltantse The relatlve staorTvty“

‘of the total populatlon, however does not mean that the character

,32 The various census returns seem to differ in their meanlng
of the term "Revelstoke district.”. Usually, however, they include

railway points east of . Revelstoke along the Illecillewaet River

- to the summit of the Selkirk Range. Canada Department of Trade

- and- Commerce, Sixth census of Canada, 1921 (hereafter referred to-

- as Canada, Sixth census, 1921), Ottawa Acland, 1924, vol. 1, p. 41&

33 Canada Department of Trade and Commerce, Domlnlon Bureau of
Statlstlcs Ninth census of Canada, 1951 (hereafter referred to

fkas Canada, Nlnth census, 1951), Ottawa Cueen's Prlnter 1953,
vol, 1, p. I8 - . :

3 Brltlsh Columbla Department of Trade and Industry, Reglonal
g evelopment Division, Qeslonal industrial index of British -
Co umola ¢952 Vlctorwa, Quetn s Prlnter 1953, Ds 7.~ '

the populations of the Fagle River Valley, the Big Bend and the -"k
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"i‘ef'the‘DODulatioh hae~not chan?ed‘ There are no4detanled flgU“Cs;
: avallable for the ra01al or,glns of the populatlon prior to 1901,
“but census flgures for lSOllwndlcate that &, 841 people of a “total -
Nfi‘populatlon of 13 66l in the huge Yale Kootenay electoral rldlng,/
'Mﬂlwhlch then 1ncluded RevelSCOke, were foreign born, the remainder: f f“
k:hav1ng been born in Canada.35 After 1901 the census flgures
‘lare more detalled, permlttlne a taoular examlnatlon of the

mlflmaaor ponulatlon groups. of Revelstoke city 1tself.

Racial orizin 190136 1011%7 102138 193139 194140

~ English =~ - 910 w87 819 78, 700
. Scottish - 626 398  6L,9 622 L65

- Irish oo 551 363 337 - 391 263
ITtalian =~ 138 195 - 131 353 260
~ Scandinavian. = 403 241 156 185 113
-~ French ... - .173 110 75 7L 64

German =~ - Ol 85 31 L1 L8
Oriental = = 436 307 - 109 106~ 29
Others - 1,272, 831 175 170 136
Total >‘-,4,603 3,017 2,782 2,736, 2,106

. 35 Yale-Kootenay electoral riding in 1891 included East and

‘”»fNest Kootenay, the Boundary re Zion, the area around Kamloops and.

~the Thompson . River, the Okanasan Valley, and the dlSt”lCt 1ncludlnv

. the Nlcola Slmllkdﬂ“e“ Cclﬂtry Canada, Department of Agricul-.

- tural, Third census of Canada, 1891 (hereafter referred to as
Canada Third census, 1891) Ottawa Queen's Prlnter 189L

vol, 2, p. 228, : -

.36 The llgures for 1901 1nclude both Revelstoke dlStPle and
;,.Revelstoke city, the detailed breakdown for the city not being
~glven. The population of the city then. was 1,600. Canada,

.. Department of Agriculture, Fourth census of Canada 1801 (here- .
- after referred to as Canada Fourth census, 1901), Ottawa
King's Printer, 1902, vol. l, Pp. 284 285,

37 Canada, Department of Trade and Commerce, bvfth census of ,
"Canada 1911 (hereafter referred to as Cenada, Fifth census, 1911)
Ottawa, Klng‘s Printer, 1912, wvol. 2, pp: 1682 -169.

38 Canada, ‘Sixth census, 1921, vol. 1, p. 558

~,'39 Canada, Deoartment of Trade and Commerce, Dominion Bureau of
Statlstlcs Seventh census ol Canada, l931(hereafter referred to
as Canada, Seventh cenuus 1931), Ottawa, hlng's Prlnter 1934,
vol. 6, pp. h82-L€3. .

LO Canada Deoartment of Trede and Commerce Domlnvon Bureau of
: Statlstlcs Eighth census of Canada, 1941 (hereafter referred to
~~ as_Canada, Elghth census, 19Ll), Ottawa Klng s Prlnter 1944 E
- vol. 2, pp k98- 499- - o




kThe largest éroups bavedalwaYS included those people of'British

orlgln but other natlonaljtles have at times, been numerous. |

The Orlental populatlon was con51derable in 1901 but has
"ﬁdecllned steadlly ever since. In 1901 the rallway company was

’*;stlll u51ng Chlnese and Japanese on rallway constructlon and

In 1951 the Orlental populatlon of Revelstoke was almost non-k

ex1stent.“f

In the 1890‘5 Revelstoke was a stopplng place for many

f.lmmlgrants from the United - States enterlng Canada on their way

dlever to Revelstoke on the river steamers and then boarded

o 1

”eastbound trains for the pralrles.LP In the 1890’3, also,
;Revelstoke recelved a large number of Itallans who came to work

,fon the constructlon of the Revelstoke and Arrownead branch of

o 2 :
: the Canadlan Palelc Rallway.é - These Ttalians - JOlned an already;k

‘numerous group of thelr compatrlots who had entered the area
durlng the constructlon of the maln line of the Canadian Pa01f1C'

:1n the 1880'5. The Italian population in Revelstoke.has-been a

AR Revelstoke Kootenay Star, October-22,»November 19,’1892,
and May 12, 1894, o S v

h2 Ibld., December 16 1893.

malntenance crews but in subsequent years hlred fewer Orlentals.'

V?ito the Canadlan pralrles.‘ These 1mm1grants came up the Columbia:




Wéh

‘ communlt?—consc1ous group,buupoortlng 1ocal communlty under~i,'
't’taklngs taklng an actlve part in Revelstoke S c1v1c aflalrs
~and yet retalnlng 1ts 1dent1ty as a’ group sufflclently to
'bicontrlbute to the 01ty a deflnlte atmosnhere and flavour. ‘Many oj
Scand1nav1ans arrlved in the area in the 1880'5 as rallway |
dconstructlon workers, and they, too, have been promlnent in the’
bc1ty, organlzlng thelr own 5001al club as early as 1908 the:
k»‘Scanalnav1an Aid and FellOWShlp 8001ety, Loage No. 62 43 Both
{‘dthe Itallan and Scand1nav1an 5roups are stlll promlnent in theA‘
nreglon many of the natlve born people of Revelstoke hav1ng
n;Itallan or Scand1nav1an orlglns. In 1915 Revelstoke was the

Lk 51te of an 1nternment camp containing approx1mately two hundred

fffenemy allens malnly Austrlans.ghi These allens were used

ﬁTf!brlefly on publlc prOJects around ReveTStoke road- bulldlng,k
:ktrall clearlng and 51m11ar work and were then dlspersed to

'tother camps._ In the 1930’5 a Ukralnlan settlement establlsh-

'dlfed 1tself at Mount Cartler between Revelstoke and Arrowhead.h5~

An examlnatlon of the ponulatlon from the v1ewp01nt of

”rellglon is also 1nterest1ng.

«,Revelstoke Mail- Herald October lh 1908

6

?;‘Ibld.; September 8 1915@v
Revelstoke Rev1ew June 29 1940.




85

 Denomination 1’*91“6 1@111*7 19311*8 191,»1‘*9 1951)0 o
~Church of England',,~5lpz,v 675 673 559 700
- Presbyterian . 316 682 0L 0 112 okl
Methodist =~ Co 112 473 ——— el _——
United Church o eew 22D 1,087 862 1,232
Lutheran . 1.3 123 72 32 Ty
coBaptdst 43 136 42 L0 |
. Roman Cathollc 510 . 657 B2 L55 . 633
. Other 546 271 13y 6 142
lotal B 2 185 3 017, 2 7,6 2,106 2 917.

-1:The presence in Revelstoke of 80 many DeODIe w1th Itallan or
Irlsh rac1al Orlglns explaﬂns the relatlve SLdOllliY in
1~f*numbers of the Roman Cathollc populatlon over the years. The
E other large groups the adherents of the Church of Eneland
if‘the Presbyterlan and Tetnodist hulches have also been . conutanu¢4
;‘eEThe Unlted Church of Canada, since its Tormatlon from the
(“4;%ethodlst and Presovterlan denom ations in 1025, has had the

1",1argest number of Iollowers in Lhe city.

Revelstoke bas' 7tnessed surorlslngly thtle lr*ctlon‘

, between her varled raclal and.rellgvous arovps. The major cause
1eof 8001al and economlc unrest 1n the 01ty 1aS always arlsen
:;from Fevelstoke’s pOalulon as a rallway centre. Rawlway
’brotherboods and hnWOhS estaollshed thelr 100al loages at

Revelstoke as soon as 1t becane a aLVleonal kOTTL as they did

46 Canada Thlrd census, 1891, vol. 1, pp. 226-227. The
s»flgures for 1891 include oota Revelstoke district and the town
ltself Suocequent flrures'anclude only Revelstoke city.

’,h7g;~Canada, Fifth census, 1911 vol.,2,sp. 10, -

,a«§3e  Canada ‘aeventn census; 1931;‘VO1;»6k'ep.‘688-689.“

L Can%da,‘ Eighth census, 1941, 'volk 2, Po 637,

“al50 "eCanada; Niﬁth;eensus;,195l vol l P. 41 89




i 51m11arly, at the v 2rious ulVlSlonal p01nts across the system
‘3dOL the Canadlan Pacwflc Rallway. From Lhese lO”al centres as

lwell as from the1r at onal or 7nLerna*l nal healouaroers they
:‘iﬁwaged thelr camoa1~ns lor unlon recognltlon -and oetter worning,‘fl

' condltlons. The r lwey men of Revclstore have zons on Stllfe

Ti:on many occasions since 1885 Today a rallway sorlke usually.
?concerns thousands of men in many dllferent rallway unlons and
fﬂbrotherhoods, all ox wnlch are linked Lnder one or two all-
llnclu81ve unlons.z Tn the oast however rallway strlkes bave
~dsomet1nes 1nvolved a svngle class of employee, such as tele—

jgraphers engvneerc ‘or sectlon men, and frequently unions

'drepresentlng dlfferent tyoes of emoloyees have ﬁorked at cross

'lDurposes,’one grouo often Talllng to support, or worse, warrlng

~hb1tterly wlth another. -~ The Canadlan Pa01flc Ravlway Company,f‘ . '2
amoreover has been awstronr oooonent of some of tne oemands

of the unlons and oas not given way to these demands w1thout a
;’struggle.5l Gradually, however the dllferept types of emoloyees;':
Secured recognltlo by the comoany of thelr 1nd1v1dual unvons,

‘and then began to advance towards the powerful “awlway unions of
“the present day. Prom 1883 to 1900 the unlons bad a hard struggle.
J?securlng membersﬁtoersuadlnv the rallway company to hlre unlon“' |
flabour, and securlnv recognltlon of uhe unlons by the comoany

':From 1900 to 1910 tne membershlp rolls of rallWay unlons and

;brotherhoods swelled rapldly, and by 1916 formed aoorox1mately

51 For a clear d’aCuSSlOH of railway trade union activities in
Canada ‘and British . Columbia, see:  Logan,:H.A., The history of
trade~unlon organization in Canada, Chﬁcaﬂo, Chicago University

”-lPress 1928,  (Consult pa “twcularly po. 124~127 151 152
| 69 371 and. 390 397. ) :




87
:thlrty nercent of a1¢ or“anlaed labour in Canada.tn”hegprOCess,
was slow, however and the coot both to ‘the men and to the -
5comoany, was of en ngh ’ ybl
‘The Revelstoke reglon w1tnessed its flrst strlxe of rallway
employees in 188> when the comoany was unaole to pay its’ |
\7dconstrvctlon workers» or three consecutvve months. Tne men flnagly"k
went on strlke to secu”e their back waaes. Durlna the strlke
?o_over 5, OOO men worklng'ﬂn the area between Ea?le Pass and Golden
d:fconceptvated in ReveISoCAU.SZ, ihe company, which was in the
.i_throes of a financial Crisisr flnally acou1red tne money to oay
ﬁits'@en ‘thus endlnv the Surlke.‘» .‘ |
‘ An early strlke 1nvolv1ng botn an. 1ncrease 1n’wages and SO é

unlon recognltlon occurred 1n March 1092 when the tvalnmen

fand conductors of the Pac1f1c Dlvvslon of the uenadvap Pa01flc
,Rallway, 1nc1ud1ng tnose tralnmen and conductors worklng out

1310L Revelstoke, went on qtrlke seeklng recognwtlon of tnelr

‘7un10n. The rallway comoany ordered tne strlkers to w1thdraw

odfrom thelr unlon or be dlsmlssed The men re51sted and many

Jof them were fvred The comoany subseoLently reversed its
stand gave the men an 1ncrease in wages and rehlred the
a/strikers.» The ouestlon of union recognltlon howeVer was noo "

Settled Revelstoke?s 1nterest in the strlxe was apoarently

Sllght for the Kootenay Star newspaoer makes almost no mentlon

‘of the flve~day long struggle in March 1892 53

52 Vlctorla Colonist, April 19, 1885,

53 ~V1ctor1a Colonist, March 20 and 2L, 1892 Revelstoke
ﬁgptenaYQStar,~MarCh~l9 and 26 189

[ .
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~In September 1o96 the Order of Rallway Telegraphers,
1nclud1ne all of the telegraoher dlSpatchors and statlon
fagents embloyed by the Canadlan Pac ic Ramlway Company, went’
on strlke to secure recognltlon by the company of the unlon,f

. ok

fbetter worklng co 1‘ ns. and hlgher salarles.v Tke company

contlnued to operate 1ts scheduled trains because no other
group of emoloyees 101ned tne telegraohevs in the strnxe Ailo'
,of the Revelstoke members OL “the union went out and werer ‘
yreplaced by 1mported workers. Several ra17way brotnerhoods
direpresentlne other categorles of employees acted as medlators
'between the telegraoders and the comoany, and elght days after
‘-the strvke began, were aole to- ‘secure for the strvkers recognltlont
'1fby the comuany oifthe Otder of Rallway Tele”raoners, ba51c
:~em1n1mum wage, and better working condltlons.55 The Strzkers
secured a def nite ric tory. Qevelstoke's partlclpatlon in the
vfstrlke was Small but tne town’s sympathy anparently was w1th
idthe strlkers. | d |
~In 1900 the rallway compauy, on the grounds of retrencnmenu,
i.lald off many machlnlsts fﬂtters b01ler makers and Other

56

; ,allled,meChanics.

The unlons reoresentlng t hese gﬂouos

. 54‘ dVlctorla'Coionlst, October 1, 2 and 3, 1896 ReVelstoke
»:Kootenay Mail, October 3 and 10, 1890.

55 Vlotorla COlOHle, October 8 1896.fﬁ

'56 Revelstoke Herald, August 7, 1900,,




7claimed uhau Lhe COﬂ?&ﬂ] dlsEPLmlnated agaln t union men in

the lay- of’s.57 Tne unlons also charg d tﬂ"* “Le'cnuremy n,ﬂ“g
k_failed to abide ty qnya beenept of 1999 vhereby the combanf -
'and the unlon 1eaderq were to’ meet annually 1p"i'h1peg'to

58

‘eidlscuss grlevances oF the emploYees.. The dispute culminated
in a twenty elght davkstrikevinkAugust;.1900, whenfone'thoUSaﬂd
‘machlnlsts from rort Wil i‘am‘uo Vancou rer went on str1ke.59;
In ReveISuoke Fllteen machlnlets and fluters 1a1d down ‘their

ktools.éo The strlkers were orderly in Revelstol S0 orderly -

’tbat one 1ocal neWQpeoer uhefuootenav Mall fa1¢ed to mention =

the strlke wnlle 1t WaS on and the otner newspaper, the

Herald dld 1itt1e more. The strlke ended 1nconcluu1vely, and

' the SUrlkers in Revelstoke were re- hlred by the comoanj°

Less than ten nonuhs lqter, in June, 1901 all the members
01 the Brotherhood of mallwav Trackmen of America worklng for

the Canadlan Pac1flc_?allway went on strlke, seeklng union

recognltlon by the combany, a collectlve agreement over the

61

-ientlre rallway system better hours and klgber wages. In

5

‘57,3,Revelstoke Herald, August 7, 1900.,
58 Tbid., August 3, 1900. |
 59ekaancouver Prov1nce August 3 15 and 31 1900.

160';fRevelstoke Herald Auvust 3 1900

61 Vancouver Provwnce, June 17 1901 Bennett William, Bullders
of Brltlsh Colum bla, V ancouver, Broadway Prlnters 1937 De
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190lkthettfackmen’Qerefearninginiﬁety eentsjper day,land
~thejJaskea fof snsinerease of siXty,centsiper.daﬁ.~ Wheﬁ the
rallwav comrdnj relusee to cons ider the 1ncrease, all Lhe
tracxmen 1n the Mountaln DlVlSlon quit worklng, over five
;hundred SUPLKQTS gatneang Lﬂ Revelstokeséz' Lhe 01tyfwas |

: greatly exc1ted durlng the eleven weeks of the strike's durdtlon.
JThe comnany nlred str1ke—breaxers; and settled in for aniéhﬁ’.

63

to the fwnlsh When the strlkers resented the "scab laoour

 the prov1n01al voverrment placed specwal oonstaoles a]on he
rallway ane toxgrotect he "scabs” and tpe COmpanytS DPODeruy.6+:
At a meetlng of the c1tvzens on June 28 J M. Kellle, the former

’;Member of the Leglslatlve Assembly and a.very 1nfluent1al man

7f with mlnlpg dnd rallwa" men roundly condemped the *awlway

Fecomoany for causvng the strlxe apd strongly criticized uhe

e

'prov1nc1a1 ﬁovernment’s use of soe01a1 constables.65 At the

same meetlng; Mayor W1¢llam Brown sald that everyone in
Revelstoke neartlly s;moatblzed w1th the strlkers. Tbomas
gTaylor the Nember of the Leblslatlve Assembly for the dlerlct

by

fpralsed the stri kers for ubelr orderly conduct and suggested

‘that the stere oe settled by arbwtratlon.' As the strike dvavsedp

the 01tlzens of Revelstoke held entertalnments to rawse

Revelstoke KOOthuV hall June 21, 1901

T‘Vancouver PFOV1nce June 17, 1901.

7f Revelctoke Kootenay hall JLne 21 1901.

gIbld., June 28 1901.
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money to ald the strlkers, and venerally showed that thelr

=

sympathves were ent‘reWy with he men.66 The hootenaf Mail

‘stronely squorted th men urged the ledcral ﬂovernment to
;e\establlsh comoulsory arbltratlon and conc111atlon procesces,67
'tana accused Ene-company;of~1mport;ng aliens - Japanese, Cn;nese,;
and Italiaﬁsk-”as strike;bfeakers.ég"qome st ore~keeperseaﬁd |
‘,foperauOfs of boardln nouses for ra1¢way wor?ers a* Revelstoke‘
\refused to serve or feed tne etflne-breakers. 'After three-
:'}months;wlthouteproper repairs, the tracks of the rallWay line
li:becéme:so‘dilapidated:aﬁd'dangerous,thaﬁ‘the enslneere &end fire--
 men workihg for the'eompehy:threaﬁened:to £0 on strike. This
u?danger forced tne rallway comnany to- surfender. :Whén the:stfike

,ended 1n August 1901 DOuh QWdes and the ouollc were thankful.

=The conoany eranted pay increases and betuer hours, and agreed

69

‘ to partlal recognition of *he traCkmen’C union,.

In Narch 1903 the men in the emnloy of the company ae
;Revelstoke became 1nvolved 1n a strlke whlch had its orlglns 15
vVancouver. The Unlted Brotherpood of Rallway Employees sought
to enroll in 1ts ranks all rallway employees not members of any
;other rallway brotherhoods or unlons.70‘ Tt vas afflllated w1th

’the Western Federatlon of Mlners and the Amerlcan Labour Unlon,

ff:Revelstoke Kootenay Mall July’5,‘1901.,

“elLoc. cit,

Ibid., July 12, 1901.

69

Ibid., September 6 1901; Vaneouver‘Province; AugustVBO;,19Ol;f
Bennett, D. cit., p. 38,v o o : :

: ng 6Regelstoke Kootenay Mall Merch'14,k1903;~Bennett;kon. cit.,
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ftwo’grodpskwhieh wefe'in eonslderable disrepute with Canadlan
and Americanlemployers.d‘The United Brotherhood'of:Railwaya
‘Employees 1ncluded many of the mac}wr s on;the‘Caaadian P&Qifiﬁ?.f

T_Rallway, although the machlnlsts also had their'ownlsﬁaller
‘unlon,‘the Internatlonal Order of machihists 71 iThe rallﬁay
company recognlzed the machunlsts’,unlon but not the larger
‘organlzatlon, and sought to force the macnlnlsts to arop their

‘eafflllatlons w1tn the Ualted Brotherhood The macblnlsts, |
:refused and when the larwer group went on strike, ’they too,ﬂ7
'struck. About one‘hundred men at Revelstoke were 1nvolved in

fthe strlke, wnlch lasted lO days. The company ev1dently

‘wdec1ded to smasn the Unwted :rothernood for 1t utlllzed evony:

, "weapon 00551ble to comoat tne etrlkers.' It was'alded 1n’1ts’

:7‘f1ght by tn» ant &Zon ism f some of the rallway crazt unions

‘fftowards the DleEd» rotberpood The strlke was 80 bltter that

Tfﬂbthe federal covernment ap001nted a Labour Comm1851on to investigate
tlthe 51tuatlon.‘ Tne strﬂke ended in a v1ctory lor the company,
d;the Unlted rotherhood of 1a11way Emolovees was chppled the~:k

trank and. fvle were le?t su50101ous of thelr leaders andvrallway~

72

funlonlsm was set back ‘cons 1aerab1y
In October 1908 ‘the compan/ again secured a defvnlte

f‘v1ctory when it defeated a strlke by the Shonmen tbroughout the

- 71 ‘ Revelstoke {ootenay Mail, Marcn 14, 1903

72 Vlctorla Colonlst “June 13 1903 " For further detalls on .
~this important strwme, See: Bennett og cit., pp. 60-62;
Saywell, J.T., "Labour and socialism in British Columbla,’ British
Columbia Historical Quarterly, vol. 15 (July-October, 1951); |
bp. 139-143; and Logan, The nlstory of trade-union organization
in Canada, DD+ 151 152
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ehtlre‘system, in c‘udlng the shopmen at Revelstoke. The meh‘
secvred nothlng from the strlke, mdny of them lost t”eif |

fsenlorlty, some lost tnelr woos and all of them were ira te with
-'thelr leaders xhom they accused of selllng out to the comoany.7qﬁﬂ
Slnce 1908 Rovelstoxe S reletlons Wlth tne razlway , |
 oompany have been relatlvely peaceful Durlng the Great Wef_
4perlod rallwav strwkes were non-exi tent After the war
'onatlonal rallway unlons develooed tnelr natlonal and local
‘organlzatlons w1th sma¢l stress and straln upon the communlty.
. By 1919 ten rallway or0ohernoods had locals 1n the town the
'7 Internat1onal Brotnerhood of Rlacxsmlths the Tnternatvonal
'kBrotherhood of Bowlermakers and Iron Shlpbu1lders of Amerlca,'
fthe Brotberhood of Locomotlve Lnglneers,’the Brotnernood of
:iFlremen and Enovpeers the Internatlondl Association of
, Machlnlsts, tne Unlted Prothernooa of Malntenance o?-way |
s;Employees and Rallway Shop Labourers the Canadian Brotherhoo&
ﬁjiof Rallway Emoloyees the Brotherhood of Rallwey Tralnmen the'
”sBrotherhood of Rallway Car len of Amerlca and the Order of ‘

o,

?Rallway Conchtors. W

ith‘so many unlons'and SO many trade‘
1unlonlsts 1n ohe 01ty, it 1s sufprlslnﬂ to note that Revelstoke’sf
;lnterest 1n che ﬁene al strwxe~1n Wlnnlpeg in 1919 was small
”The 1ssues of the Revelstoke Rev1ew for 1919 the only news-
paper then belnv oublwsbed 1n +he 01ty - are al lmost one sole

-accurate source of 1nformatlon aoout Revelstoke S reactlon to‘

PRI,

f73: Revelstoke hall nerald AuJust 5 and OCoObeT 7 1908

w’7§  Revelstoke Revwew Aug ust 1919..
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‘thékevente:in Winnioeg;J'Thoqe issues devoted most of their"
leadvcolum ns o reoorts‘of Lhe roourn of the dieorlct's
serV1ce men rom the European battleflelds._ As far ae the‘
‘Rev1ew was concerned Lhe ulnrloeb Gene ral Strike never |
occurred G | | or
Slnce 1 85 the Cdnadlan Pacific Rallwaj and its emoloyees
have been Dhe oacnbore of the economy of the Revel to?e area,
ff‘A large percentage of the ootal income of the people of the
kreglon is derlved from he rallway companV.75’ The future
'securwty an d qtablllty of Revelstoke, however is now being
svthreatened i In 1950 ‘the raleay company embarked upon avpros
’gramme of conver51on of vtc locomotlves on its mountain dﬁv Slonn
from_steam:to~d1esel a programme estlmated to cost aper oxﬁmate-

ly $13 OOO OOO.?\ The dlesel engvnes ellmlnaue the need for

Vthe "pushers“ or extra englnes requlred to aid tne passenger
and frelght tralns over tne mountaln division, and Lhus requlre
’fewer englnes and fewer CTews. In 1951 rumours began to circu-~-
late that Revelstoke’s day as: e centre for ralley act1v1ty was
zendlng.77ﬂ In 1953 Nelson Brltlsh Colum01a became the ma ﬁ
fenance centre for tne dlesel ~n51nes on the Vancouver hettre

ValleynMedlclne Hat - 71ne of tne Canadlan Pa01flc Rallwey, and

75 In 1911, a typical year, for example, the total monthly -
Dayroll from all sources for the workers of Revelstoke was
approximately pZOO 000, of which the Canadian Pacific Railway -

L ggmpigy contrlouted $1LO OOO., Revelstoke Mail-Herald, hovember
76 Vancouver Sun January 13 1950. ‘ :
17 Vlctorla Colonlst May. 22 1951 Vancouver Sun Mav 19 19;1
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the 011 burnlng steam engln@s on both the southern end north~
.ern trans-nrov1ncwal 11nes of “the company were fast belng

78

jﬁfreplaced by d1e581 englnes. ‘What RevelstOne s fuuure statuQ
fas a rallway centre 1s to be is not yet cleaf. Wlthout the‘

'  rq11way Dayrolls Revels«oAc wnll nave Lo rely on the productsv
iof the surroundlng ?orests and mlnes and on & nrecarlous |

‘tourlst 1nduqtry.{ IT the c1ty loses combletely 1ts status as

t~,a maJor communvcatlons centre, 1t WLll havc dlf 1cult(years‘

79

;eadkofAlt,

:78_£ Vlctorla Colonlst June 25 July 31 l953.; : f'f_:‘ ~ o i« Ut

79 For the 1nfluence of the rallway men and unions in polltwcal
' affa1rs ‘see. the ch aDters on: prov1n01al and federal DOllthSf“'

QJ‘ .




}Other_ihdustries

Althougn Bhe Reweos ke‘aﬁdeBig Bend area is best known
klfor le mlnlne act1v1tlce‘ it has'also‘had a long hlqtory as
a Tumoerlng and sawmlllwng re gi . Tne fl*Cu seJQ 111 to
~ooerate in the Blg Bend UaS ihe ope owned by Loreozo:Boneoato'v
fRomano in 1866 vprlor to the rush to the 1g Bend, L B. Romano
"had taken a promlnent part in the supolV1ng 01 Food and ml‘ihg,
1materlels to mvners 1n the oarlooo gold rush, dnd ooeretlng ;
fpaok tralns wnto the Carlooo. he also had e =tore at Lytton.1
When tne rush to the Big end DGOdn hls paCK tralns followed
the mlners to Frepch oreek .and Lo answer the demand of the
fmlners for lumber Romaoo de01ded to establlsh a sawmlll o 'e A E

there.? The necessary eoulpment was taken to Lytton by boat |

and then, in March 1866, oy pack traln to French Creek 3 By ‘v,‘ R

zthe end of MAy, 1866 Romanofs sawnlll was suoplylne the miners = ;_;
fw1th 1umber at a prlce of $12 50 per thousand board feet b When; b =

fthe magovlty of the mlners left tne Blg Bend at the end of the

mlnlnw season o? 1866 however Romano closed down his demlll

1 Romano, L. B., to W.A.G. Young, Seotemoer 13, 1861, MS,
Archlves of B. C., Vlctorla Colonist, November lL 1864. :

2 v'vV1ctor1a Colonlst January 8, 1866
3 Ibid., March 26, 1866.
‘A;,TTIbld.,«June_ll,,laéé.




o

;'; Not untll the days of rallway constructlon did logglng resume

"1n the foreete around Reveletoke and the Big Bend. -
| For a brlef tlme between 188h and 1686, local tlmber wacy
 need to supoly the needs of the rallway company. Fred and Dan
'4deob1nson for examcle, bullL a sawmlll at Beavermouch and on
.:May 26, 1886 Fred Roblnson secured Che flrst leber 11m¢t
: agrantedrln the rallway belt Ty the federal government, obta;nej’
ktv¢ng other tlmber 11m1ts in thc follow1np years.5 The tlmber
j#p0551b111t1es of the nlg Bend however were not reallv known

'1funt11 1890 ‘when Archur St Cyr, 2 Domlnlon Land Surveyor, 'ﬂadei

’an examlnatlon of the;Torestq Lrom Beaver, on tne eastern elde

,;ofythe Selklrks down the Colum01a RlverrtO'the Unper Arrow
=1Lake.i St Cyr renorted chat nost of the good tlmber 1n the
1mmed1ate v101n1ty o? wevelecoxe had been burned in several =

serlous forest flres, but tnat north of Revelstoke for twenty

“Amlles,vthere were heavy stands of flr cedar pine, snruce and
-, m1ock ~St. Cyr also SaTd thau the Blg Eddy, above Revelstoke,
~wae the onlv place between Beaver and Revelstoke suitable for

Athe‘boomwng of logs.éydc e | pas k |

ElIn 1890 Dan Robvnson moved to ReVelstoke and Formed a -

?Partnershlo w1th J C. \teen. Tne two men bouwht a recent;y-

kconstructed lel from eohn Vaaentlne, and began oneratlons,~

> Canada House of Commons, Sessional papers, 1890, Ottawa,
bayQueen’s Prlnter 1891 vol 23, no. 36A p. 13. -

6 Revelstoke Kootenag Star; November 1, 1890.
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as tbekReveloLoke Qumbsr Corpany 7 Thevcompany added
‘lel macblnerj £o lef i‘m’s Tormer uuln sle m111 ‘and in 1890
worﬂed to the cqnac1ty of the plant, suouljlng the local demand,

. the reoulrement of the rallwéy, and also che orders for lvmber
kfrom the east.sa For qeveral years the. Revelstokc Lumoer Combcny
had only one comDetWLOF in bne area.i Alter selllngfthe snlngle'

i mill to Robwnso add Steen, Joln VdLentwne had secvved a meber‘
 11m1t on Greely Cﬂeex, dDOHt 51x mzlos up the I le01llewaet
 R1ver~ apd there 1n 1891 w1th~James LcIntosn, a*nartner ‘hé ;
had establlshed the ureely Creek onxngle Com*oanyo9 The ReveTSDOAE

,v:Lumber Company, however wds,the mawor~broducer of Lumber 1n
‘the area for several years thereaftcr. Ruyers in the Bortn NesL
'Terrltorles,:ln partlcular ordered larve amounts of lumber
for bulldlng wurDoSés.jq ' ne flrm Suffered a teqoorary set-
back 1n November,_1892, when one of the worst fires in Revelstoke's:
early'histofy destroyed most of the séwmill.ll  By Maréh, 1893,
:‘3>howéver, thé'company‘Was again shipping'lumber, and by'Apfil B : e ﬂ

i

Revelstoke Koocenav Star, Octooer l;, 1090e

:Ibid;g January 3 1891

'.Ibld., November 29 1890 and January 3 1891
) f Ib1d., March 48 1891«
” ka1d., November 19, 1892
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:‘whad the sawmlll in full ooeretlons.lz In‘May, 1893, J.C.f‘
- Steen dled dnd Den Robwnson, Securlng Steen's 1nuore°ts
k»dbecame the sole owne; of the comoanj. 3, The flrm prosoered
L in 1894 when 1t acouwre fron the Canedlap PBlelC Radlway
‘Company a contract to produce ties for the Revelstoke and Afrow
d:Lake Branch lh kk " S |
| In 1898 Dan Robwnson ‘sold hds 1neerests in the Revelstokek
?:iLumber Comoany to hvs brothef Fred Eobnrson.r5 In 1899 Fred
l_Roblnson renamed the Flrm the Fred Roblnson Lumber Company,
- and began an eXuenslve programme of exoaps»op buying tne

'1_sKootenay Lumber Comoeny $ mi ¢l at Gomaoll ~and secur*ng all

. 16
~;;of the tlmber r:yhts o tween Comanllx and Can borﬂe. ~ The

‘”fcombany adso owned tne small steamers Archer and Lardeau thch

17

’”‘fsteamed between ArroWnead and ube \orth Arm.

The success o? ohe Fred Qobl nson Lumoer Comoany ndturally
‘attracted the dttenulon OT OUner people 1nterested in the

,forest 1ndustry. In June, 189 , the Sawyer brothers, vahard,

Harry and Wllllam, in condunctvon with rred Mannlngvoegan to .

operate a sash and door Tactory in Pevelstoke., ~ In Septenber,

‘?1901 Dan Roblnson’a nd Robert Howson formed o new lumber company’,

12 Revelstoke‘Koo nay Soar, ADPTl 29, 1893.
13 Ibid., May 6, September 2, 1893

1hd,thid.;‘rebruary 3 189L-k‘w

15'd;Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, November 21 1/02.

‘16?4er1d.,“ﬁovember 22 1902

'el7 ~ Loc. cit. -

18 Toid., May 7, 1898,
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gave 1L tqe seﬁe ame as. ROHLHSOH s first millk thebRevelstoke 
» Lumber uompany,‘and cetaclr qed a sawmlll &t the Eig @ ddy;l
In October 190 ' 'ar Roblﬁson, shortly beforc'hie deaﬁh, scld’
k h1s 1nter ste 1n uhe new llrm to C.B. Hume and COmpany.
g jetweer 1003 afd 1“09 a cemporarj 1ull occurreo 1n t%e
V\excan51on of Revelstoke s lumber 1ndustry,211 but by 1906
condltlons nad orea+ly vmcromed 22 ;No 1ess~than ﬁhirteenc
V'Vcsawm1lls were operatl kir and around Revelutoke with other.
 :m11ls p;anned 23 Revelstoke S conulderaule prosperit ty and'
’igrowth ?rom 1908 to 1910 are. 1aroely actrlbutaole Lo the state
1of the lumber 1ndustry'1n tne dlStr1CB. In 1010 it was a
dally occurrence to see loqg cralns of lumber coming rrom the

Upber Arrow Lake to the mills &t Revole+oke.‘ As min ing receded

: 1ntowa somewhat dormant state lumoerlng reblaced botu it and

‘the" rallway as Revelstoke s magor 1nduScry. The - mllls and the

krallway reacted benef1c1a11‘r uoon tne cevelocment of nevelstoke, 
:fthe mllls hlrlng 1arge numoers of men, and 1ncrea51ng thelr
Voutput ,thereby forc1n~ tne rarlway comcany to use more travns
5 and to emcloy more men to hardle the 1umber. The town, of,course,’

expanded all the whlle. 'Despite'the_number ofcmills'in operation:

19 Re#élstoke Kootenay mall Sectember 20, 1901

- 20 e,Ibld.; November 21, 1902

21 Ibpid. January 14 and 21, 1905

S22 Kootenay Mall Puollshlng Company, Pchurescue Revelstoke,
f,Kootenay,,Kootenay Mail Publlshlng Comoany, n. de, Do 7»

2351 Loc.‘c1t.-
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then and later however a relvabWe estlmate stated 1n;1913
that northward from Revelotoke to Canoe Rlver there were strrl

':dvast stretches of alwost untouched merchantable tlmber reacr—

| ing back on both 51des 0¢ uhe Co]umo*a to a helght of several
Tuhousand feet up the Selklrk ard Gold ranges, as welr as along
: kthe barks of anerous small otreams wblch flow into the Columbi
k Large amounts of twmber heve come- Irom the regwon.1”In 
'1914 and 1915 for e}amole the Forest w1lls of Brvtlsh '
"710o1umb1a emoloved over 390 men, and cut 100, OOO board feet oP

25

lumber da11y at 1ts mlll at Comaollx. When flre dcstroyed

the conoany s mlll in Aorll 1015 the Tirm. 1ost more than
Tseven bundred carloads of lumber -valued then at more than‘

26
'$2oo ooo.;‘

R Over the years the leber 1ndustry around Revelstoke,'

Arrowhead and the Pl» Bend nas suffered the same peaks of
:prosperlty and deoths of depre551on felt by the rest of the '

flndustrv "r tbe pro ce.l Desplte steadv Cuttlnﬁ in +he perrods

nof flne tlmoer in tre ovstrvot In 19&0 over fovr thousand men

awere emoloyed eltner in the woods and the nvlls or in one or’

2L British Columbla Department of Lands, ‘Revort of the ,
Minister of Lands, 1913 (hereafter referred to as 3.C., Lands -
- Heport, 1913) Vlctorla, Klng‘s Printer, 191k, p,kho,‘

’i*25 Revelstoke Review, June ?9 1940.

26# Revelstoke Ma11 Herald, April 7, 1915.

ofmprosperlt however, there are Sblll hundreds oP square mW1es'
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other of tne deoendent aux111aries of the lumber lndustry in
or around the area from Canoe RlV(l to Lhe Unner Arrow Lake.?
| Recently (1953) it was estlmated 1hat in 1950 over 8, uOO 000
-’,board feet of lumber were cut in the Revelstoke area, and that
; in Lhe area bounded by the Shuswap Lake. on the west, the Columbla
ZJRlver at Golden on the east " the Upoer Arrow Lake on the south
'and the Blg Bend OT tne Columbva River on thc nortn, there was
a total of 7, 674 300 090 board feet of tlmbcr, 1nclud1ng Douglae
;lelr Western ‘Red Cedar Western Hemlock anelmann Sprvce, Silver
r}‘FlP Lodgenole Plne, hdlte D1ne, Yellow Plne and Uestern Larch 285
| “An unusual lumber olant in the Revelstoke area deserves
’mentlon. In l9h6 the Arrowheed nOOd Dreservers Company, Limited,.
‘;nbegan operatl 1g three mlles south 01 Revelstoke.’\,9 ‘Au the time

of its estaollshment the plant was unloue, belng tne only one

lof 1ts particular type in Canada. U51ng a Qoec1al solutlon,

‘_pentlchlor lphenol tne plant orocesses wood with the cheﬂlcal

and prolongs 1ts 11fe.” vltn wood now belng used in many aspects
lof every day life, oernaps otner companles produ01ng other wood
products may de01de to establlsh themselves in Revelstoke to take

'advantage of the rlch tlmber resources of the region.

27 5 Revelstoke Review, June 29, 1940, jk

28 Brltlsh Columble, Department of Trade and Induetry, Reglonal
Development Division, Regional industrial index of Brltlsh :
Columbla 1952, Vlctorva, Queen’s Prlnter 195), p 52

29 Revelstoke Rev1ew November 29, 1945, Seotember 19, l9h6

”’rvancouver Sun, NBVEEBEr 1, 1947, April i2, 1949,
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In addl ilon to Lbe potentlally rlch tlmber resources

in the mountalnous area ‘between the Upoer Arrow Lare and Canoe

Rlver tncre is a surorrSLNLly larwe amount ol land avarlaorc
for farmlng. -Althouqn.the-reﬁlon.ls exten51vely 1orested
and is largely occunied todaf by mlneral CLGlmS and timber

te;rlghts there are ccaLtered oatches of land sultable for

agrlcultural purnoses,'51tuated malnly along the ‘main waterWa/'

| and at the moubhs of the LrlbUUary Sureams. Over lope ueriods

of'tlme, SOll washed eown from the mounta1n51des, or else.

deposwued oy Lhe streams aur1n»~nervods of high water, has

\~icollectedyalonevthe Columbia’sybanks ‘and nOW'awaitsfthe

‘pFOSDeCtlve settler. In 19&9 the Br tish Columbia Departmentg

of Lands estlm ed tha+ phe area eAtend ng from the Bigz Bend
to the Arrow Lakes contalned ?;O OOO acres of agrlcultural lane

»of wnlch total only 7, 500 acres were belng cultlvated in 1949

125 OOO acres more were cultlvaole and the remalnlng acreage'
was sultable for meadow, hay or nasture iand 30 'Begﬁnnlrg from
Canoe Rlver at the northern tlp of uhe Big Bend there are
apprOXﬂmatelv 12 OOO acres of good prosoectlve'farm land near
ithe site of the hlstorlc Boat nCampment of Dav1d Thompson*s
‘era.B} 'Farther.south along the banks of the Columbla \uhere

are agrlcultural areas o both 51des of the valleya _Along the;

30 Brltlsh Columbla Department of Lands, Revelstoke and :
Golden Land Recordlne Disbrict, Victoria, King's Prlnuer, 19A9
(Bulletln serles no.’21 19L95 9a551m. 5 ‘

'31 - Loc. c1t.
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Hrlver Tlats and 1ower benches 1n the Wmmedlate v101n1ty of
‘RevelStoke, there are also some flne lands which have oeen‘
'cultlvated for years w1th Good results.32_ Vegetables hardy
’ktree and small frults and even gralns grow well, West of-
 Reve1stoke along tbe route of the Canadlan Pa01flc Rallway
iyikthrough anle Pass and towards Three Varley apd helakwe, +here
\Jzare good farm landc caoaole of producing almODt any type of
'e:hardy CrOpS°33 East of Revelstoke, up tbe valley of the o
%jftIlleC1llewaet Rlver there are two agrlcultural dreask- Albert
w~j~CaDyon and Greely Creek - wbere the rlver Valley onens w1dely
y}enough to permlt the lOC&thn of small Farms. The Tang elong

ffthe banks of the Ille01llewaet Rlver is fertlle and productrve.

““tSummer frost, nowever endanfers crops on the rlgher levels.

- South of Revelstoke there are several areas where farmlng is a

if'profltable bu51necs. Although the area surroundlnﬁ the North
’East Arm of the Upner Arrow Lake 1s noted orlnarlly for its
’lumber output the”e are SerlOnS on both 51des of the arm oetween
Arrowhead at the entrance, and Beaton at the head whlch could
:be tllled “In addltloq certain sectlons between Beaton and
iCamborne, and Beaton and Trout Lake are well adatted to mixed
"farmlng and fru1t-~row1ng. | "'” ;”; ;,;; ;

The agrlcultural potentlalltles of the Blg Bend area flrst‘
'became generally known 1n August 1895 when tne arov1v01al

QOVernment sent R H Lee, a Prov1nc1al Land Surveyor, up the

32 British Columbla DeDartment of Lands, Revelstoke and
;Golden Land- Recordlnr Dlstrlct passim, ,

¥

t'33 Loc. c1t.
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‘Columbia,ﬁiver‘from,Reﬁelstka‘to learn what‘poésibiﬁtieé thé_ ,”
vragion héd fbf‘§urpoSes of agriculture;:lumbering,vmining’aﬁd ;
 éett1ement.l1Aftér the joufney Lée reportéd that two essentials -
a'stéamer séryicefﬁd;Canoé Rivef’and a wagon>foadf—'were necesSary,
bforithe pfopérkdévéiopmeht of'the district.3A  He élsb éStima£édi/'
that’it:wbuld>fékev$82,000 to make thé'river.navigable‘for a
spéamerli A s£eamér; hbWéVef,'Was_not tb,oﬁerate fegulafly td the:

"Big Bendffor'anoﬁhér six‘yéérs. S s |

| QTﬁe firSt manhto.practice'fafmiﬁg iq;the Révelstoke region
A'wés Ffederick‘Fraéef,35) ahd in subsequehtfyears’othér farmers:

:‘folqued Frasef;7JBy,l910 imPrQVedffarm lands were in demand,

k3h ; Reve1stoke KootenaY‘Mail, October'12, 1895,

.35 Born at Sheerness, England, about 1859, Fraser came to Canadsa
-about 1866, and in 1879 joined the construction crews of the '
. Canadian Pacific Railway at Jackfish Bay on Lake Superior. He
.. came west with the railway, stopping in Moose Jaw to marry v
~ Catherine Bennett on Jenuary 1, 1884. Fraser worked on the rail-
way between Calgary and Revelstoke, and was present at the driving:
~of the last spike at Craigellachie on November 7, 1885. Shortly
~ afterwards he took up land at Revelstoke, just across the el
. Columbia River from the town of Farwell, near the tracks of = . -
the railway which he had helped to build. He established himself"
- as a grower of, and dealer in, garden and dairy produce, and- :
by 1888 had a thriving business. He also raised and sold dairy
~cattle and other stock to any one else interested in those
~aspects of farming. His efforts were not always successful.
~In-the great flood of 189k, for example, the Columbia spilled
its waters over five acres of his. fruit trees, strawberry bushe
~and potato plants, and for a while threatened to destroy his
. house.  Despite the roughness of the country and the cquirks of
Nature, however, Fraser and his wife developed their farm and :
raised a family of nine children. The oldest child, Florence, _
~born on May 18, 1887, was the first white child born in Revelstoke,

and the second child, Jack, was one of the first two boys born
~in the town. To-Mrs. Fraser probably belongs the distinction
of being the first "respectable" woman in Revelstoke. Fred E
Fraser subsequently had a career of some note, serving the ‘ !
provincial government from 1897 to 1929 in various 'capacities ‘ g
in Revelstoke, Fort Fraser and Pouce Coupe, as well as serving
with the Canadian Forestry Corps overseas in World War One. He '
~ died in Victoria in November, 1939. Victoria Times, November 27,
- 1939; Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, May 19, 1894; Revelstoke Review, = :
December,l,%1939; Revelstoke Kootenay Star, March 31 and June ?,'189@; ~
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VSelling et‘a;ﬁrice~of eppfoiimately‘$100~per acre.. In
1913; Robert Gofdon, the Government Agent at ReVeletoke, stated
that“fheferwefe’eomekVery fine\ferms iJ‘the rewion _oertlcuLaxly
‘}ktowards the Uooer Arvow Laxe, which had been well-tended for
‘several years, butkthat'there were several,formldable hendieepe
ikto farmlng in. tne dwstrlct fro5t~on‘thejhieher levele of eome ' =
kcreeks was a serlou= matter in Late Sprlnd and early fall the
eoew1nter snowfalls were ncavy,vapd thus forced farmers to

: adopt the exoen51ve process of 1ndoor—staoang of stock the

‘_land sultable for farmlnﬁ was often hard to clear labour was

;scarce and eypen51ve, ahd, flnally, Nature had so arranged the

fAmlﬂhty mountalns and ra01ng rivers that puny man scarcely had

‘room Ior hls small Parm in the narrow rlver valleys.37 Gordon ferd

5,[De551mlst1c aooroach to the pos51b111t1es of agrlculture aroupd

- Revelstoke scems to have been a realleLC one because, although
 7today there,is some_successful'vrowing of farm produce,~barticu—

klarly in the dalryln in dustry the Revelstoke and Big Bend olstrlct

ilS stlll baswcally a source 01 lumber and mlnerals ‘and w1ll

- 38

_doubtless remaln so for many years to come.
H Another 00551ble vndustry for Revelstoke 1s thaL of orlck-

maklnﬁ. Vhon the KOOuenay omeltvnCv and Tradlna Dyndlcate

36ke Revelstoxe Rev1ew, June 29, 1940,

~37: B C., Lands reoort 1913 po. 1O~ 42

38 Brltﬂsh Columbia, Department of Trade and _ndustry, Reglonal
~Development Bureau, Reﬁlonal industrial index of British Columbia,

'y~1949 Vlctorla, Klng s Prlnter 1950, p- 52

y
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k vestab11shed 1*5 smelLer in ReVelstoke in 1690 some of the
Ne‘comnanv s enblneers fesued evera] tybee of cldv in the aree,
'andflound<one~bh t uas Sth&DlC for ohe manulacturlng of brick ;
In. 1890 the companv construeted a brLckyard and in that year

‘Afmanufactured over 300,000 DfWCkS, selllne Lnem 1OCally as mel’

‘eas at ¢11e0111ewaet Donald and GOLd@H.?g At‘flrsc the compuny

e

lled workers , and by unusuallv wet.

1,_,?

e was hauneved by a 1ack of

:kweauher but by the summer o10 1890 t e brickyard was manufacturvng
na.good;product.y~1n a rep rt to the shareholders of tne companv

_1n 1800 L. R. C BoyLe stated Lhat ‘the orlckyard would be a future:
) Lo

:eprolltable q1de11ne to uhe company's smeltlng operations.,
Unfortunately,'the brlckyard ceased to onerate when the smelter
iproved a fallure, and Revelstoke tenuorarlly lost what mig t heVéﬁ
_¥been a pr0¢1taole 1nducbry. | - | | |

u Tn 1902 C.B. Hume and Comnany acouwred the 51te of ube old
jemeluer brlckvard and began turnln: out apvrox1mately 15 OOO

7brlcks afday.hlq‘rrom Hume's brlckyard camne much of tne brlck

w1th whlch many of Revelstoke's older bulldlngs ‘were construcbed.

The company worked snoradvca y for several years provwdlng ) ,1_‘k ;
enough brlcks for the local demand Infl905 it found itselfﬂin~e |
competltlon w1th a new 1ndu5try, the manu cture of cement

Blocks LOT bulldlpg puruoses “when E C. Fromey began to produce

w2

a brlck made of cement.

‘e39e5’Revelstoke Kootenay Star October h, 1890.
40  Ibid., October 11, 1890.

’hle;;Revelstoke'{ootenay Mall July 11, 1902

)+2 :Ibld., Nay 27, 1905
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‘st some reéson, probably’the lack of a markpt the n'king 
'of DPWCkS in RevelstO(e lurg ‘hed . In the boom year of 3009,
:lhowever, after reDeaued urvlng from the- RevelsLoke Bodrd of
ﬁ~s}Trade, uhe flrm of C. B Hume and Company recumed Lhe manufacturem
“ftoL orlcks thls tlme ut1114¢ng the Tumwauer claj flelds and
{> ‘modern macnlnery.h? Slnce 1909 Revelstoko has usually had some:

tvne of brlck—maklng TaClllDLeo, or a brlck-su plyin flrm‘; ,

Ouher vndustrles have oeen establlshed in vaelstoke fro

:itlme to tlme, out none has offered contlnuous steadj emnloymept;',

*{or proflt to ReveLstoke s re51denus. ibk-makwng and aﬁrlculuuﬁei
flhave prov1ded some JObS out nelther is llkely ever to flourlsh
_1n the Revelstoke ng Benu area.k The loglcal subsnltute for's
l{the rallway as’ a Ileld OL emoloyment for Revelstoke‘s oonulatlon
sln the Dast (and bably in the future) has been the logging
“1ndustry.~ Lhe tlmber resources of the reglon are Large and
1may he¢p to ease t e threatenea loss to Revelstoke oF the

'rallwavfpayrolls. %“

43 Revelstoke Observer, May 21, 1909.




Chapter Seven

" 'The townsite dispute,
incorporation and.
civic affairs '

Revelstoke was not incOTporatedfas‘a city until/1899.

Other localltles 1ntne Kootenave smaller than'Revelcooke,f

:':were 1ncoroorated much ear ller LﬂdD 1899, but. they oﬁd not

;have to face a proolem necullar to Revelsto?e. Under Lhe

;Terms of Unlon 01 1871 British Golumula avreed to tra nsfer

03

 to Canada a rip of‘land eltenoﬂno oaok twenty m1l s on both

' 51des oP the rallway route when such a route ‘had been oetermlned‘
>By 1883 the Cenadlan Government nad vvrtually de01deu upon the
~hmagor llnes whlcn the tracxc were to follow. By tne so~-called
‘_"Dettlement Acts“ of 1083 and 188k, the two governments arranbed
rfor the trensfe” to the leueral government of tne lands mentioned
1n the Terms o? Unlon.;; FPrior to 1884, however the ba81s had
;been establwsned for a le“al fwght wnlch was to plague Revelstoke
efor the followlne flfteen years, and to cause the 1nhab1tants i |
con51derab1e con¢u51on and hardshlp. For thls muddle, one mank

: Arthur Stanhope Farwell is malnly resnon51blee

,A.o. Farwell was born in England in 1841, and in 1862
koame to Bri olshVCoiumbla. fAs‘a snrveyor he held reSpon51ble

1 British Columbla Statutes, 1883, c. lh, 188&, c. lh

~ Canada, Statutes, 1884, Ce

2 For biographical 1nformat10n on Farwell consult the Nelson .
Dall News, July 30, 1908. British Columbla's Provincial Archives -
 has some of Farwell's diaries and account books which, unfortun—
- ately, Farwell kept:in his own peculiar shorthand, and which,
therefore, are v1rtually 1ncomorehen51ble.
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~ governmental p081‘1 ns in Drlfloh Columbia OllOT to, and

after,ﬁl871."He head taken part in the work ofksurveying,the

route of the ron ed rai’v**‘ visi ting t} Re velstuk and Big

‘-7Bend region, and nad ﬁOtLCGd the 005510111ties of a fine town-

 51te on the east bank 01 the Columbw Rlver opposite the epfrdnce’
» ;to magle Pass.3 On OCeober 20 1883 he made an epnllcatlon to
‘;the prov1n01al vovernment ?or a grant of land coverlpg Lot 6
;Block I ootenay DlStrlLt tme area upon thch Revelstoke now
erstands.h At the twme of rarwell's aopllcatlon tnere was no
aeipubllc in dicatlon thct his grant would be in the rallway belt,
j;altbough Farwell a surveyor by profe551on, had shrew dly Guessed
that the rallway wou¢d ‘have to IOllOW ‘a route’ whlch would cut
ethrough hlS land gra t. On Januvary 13, 118285, the province
eissued to rarwell tne tltle to hlS Crown Grant l 175 acres er’
"iell at tne same tlme issu iﬁg ler Crown Granu 1n»thefarea
,fte ten other Deople 5 Ir the meantlme Farxell nad ““rtly lald

iout hlS town51te maklng allowances for IuLure re31den 1‘1

1naustr1al and tranSDOPtaulOn areas and cnanglng the ‘name from
'Columbla ley (the s1te wa.s also known as Blg Fddy and oecond
Cross1ng) to Farwell hls hopes for the Iuture town were hlrh
‘He belleved that it would be a centre of trade wwtn the' nlted;~k

:States a manufactu'i- 01ty, the_admlnlstrative~headquarters7

”‘Vlctorwa COlOHlSu, Feerarv 12 1085

L Brltlsh Columbla Department of the Prov1n01al Secretary,
.Brltlsh Columbia Jazette, Vlctorla, Queen's Prlnter, 1883, p. 4lk.

'”5 = Brltlsh Columbla Leglslatlve Assembly Se551ona1 papers,
Vlctorla Ou€en'°;PTLNupF 1897, n,;¢9). »

L




> *for the surroundlng dlstrlct a tourist;reSOrt;'aﬁd; .;nally,.l
2 lumbering’ -end miﬁi V c§uu:e; k k i

| ’,Ln Octooer, 18 5, ‘phé federal goVernmént dammeﬁed Farweilfs
. ’enthu51asm bV notlfVi»k‘ i; thét, , )rdlpg to the term of tne

khct of 188 ‘ hlq land wrant qu Ledelal oroperty beCQUQé the
j};"‘[zpv"ovJ.nce had uvansferiad tho ]qnd to the Dom¢n10n as part of'
rk,the Lands of the ra11way Dﬁjt‘7 On oe}alf of himself and the
;OUher 9rantees rarwelW contested he'viewfofvthe federal gdvern-k

Vglment taklng the case to uhe Supreme . Court of Carada . TFor:

 eleven years the ownershlo of the land was in doubt. ,Farﬁell

'had reglstered his tlule to uhe land in the Prov_n01a1 Land

 Reg1stry Offlce, and accordwnﬁly, bloc ced theflssue by the
 Drov1nce of anv certliwca e 01 tltle to any other apollcant
;Tor the 1and 51nce t eéis* ar—General of British Columbia
Hnaturally refusea to ssue two tltles for any one oroperty.,
The" Canadlan Government ¢urtqer combllcated matters by 1ssuiné
~:Crown Grants to various comoanles and ﬁroups, grant whxch of*
bourse, the Prov1nc1al Revlstvar—General could not vecognlze.

Tbe matter was taken UD avaln and aoaln 1n the prov1nc1a1

"Vlctorla Colonlst February 12, 1o85.

7. For the Tull legal details of the town81te ouestlon ‘see:
Cameron, E.R., ed., Notes and annotations upon the reborts of the
Judgments of the Supreme Court of Canada, Toronto, Butterwortch,
7, pp. 553-562; and, Canada,,Supreme Court, Reports of the
f reme Court of Canada, Ottawa, Queen s Prlnter 1688, pp. Shb5-
Zzg, ana lg% pp- 459 261\» e e SR e o

.
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leglslaBLre and th@ Pederal hurlvameat as well as by govern-
. L 8 S
menLal departments and the pPoDle of Hevelstoke.' Almost no

s

e

1re51dent of nevelctoke could be sure that the land on wblch h

)

;bulldlngs qtood wa s 1ebally hls. Merchantsfand financial insti-
'.‘tutlons were chary of oullozng permdnenn GdaPtP in the town.

' Real ostute apents CuUlQ sell nothlns w1tn any devree of certainty

‘1'\

of maxlng thelr sales endur The only advan e:eiof the dispute:
to the townspaople was the f“eedoq of the conL sted land grants
‘ from taxatlon.,“-'

In February‘ 1854, the Sﬁbremé'CCUrt of Cans da decided

, 9 . L
‘agalpst Farwell but early in 099 tbr nrov;ncval and federal

. goverpments and FarWQll reacped an amlcable agreement by which

 the tltle +o the othlnaW Cro m Grant recelved b’ F“"we¢l was

S : ! !O
conflrmeu and Fa Y“wel s town<slo r1~brs were est 115hed

Farwell agreed to suﬁrendor LLS ori anal prov7101a1 title, and,

iln return to acceot a federml vrant.~

By 1895 howeve , there were six groups of neonle clalmlnv'
flénd‘iﬁ neve*ouoke*‘the ordlnarv resLdenbs, hav homes and
jbu51ness establluhments scatternd from bhe Illec 1lewaet to the

GBlg Eddy' tne ootepav Sme]tlnv Comnany, v1th 320 cheS' the

Canadlan Pac111c Fa17wav 00u anj, WLth eorrox qately foruy acres;

g For some examolec of” the way in which the two Crover‘nments[
< dealt with the townsite guestion, consult-the entries for March
.28, 1889, February 15, 1892, and March 1, 1893 in: British
- Columblq, Legislative Assembly, Journals of the Lezislative
=1/Assembly of British Columbia, Victoria, Queen's Printer, 1889,
- 1892 7and 1893; Revelstoke nootenaj Scar, Auzust 2, 1890 January
9, February 6, 1892, and March Lk and ll 1893 and_Revelstoke
Kootenay Mall July 28 189h.kw ‘ ‘ - :

9 Revelstoke ootenav Star Februarj 26 189u, Cameron 92;—££§f’>;

p’ 5514-0

‘10 Revelstokp Kootenav r»iall April 13, 1895. g
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“V‘J'A; Mara, a5 w1tn aUOUb one hunarbd acrec‘ucld on bls owrl behali,,
| and another twenty acres held for the,polumbla and Kootenay
Steam Nav1gat¢on CoﬁOany diA,S; Farwell and~his associates,A
w1th l ,175. acres.l?: xo allow thesé people’ahd groups éome
ff,protectlon, Farwell su“rendered his itle,_and, in'rétufn,~~'
":rece1Ved back a faderal tltle wnlch inélud;d all'hié’original 
;A}grant except those port*ons a;rpady granted‘by‘thé fédéral
 goVernment to the otneL grantees. THe“trénsferk hoWe?ér,‘was‘
a laborlous orocess and caused the pronerLy owners of ’
$  Reve1stoke in 1897 to uhreaten to refuse to pay any taxes until

fl:they could secure the re traflon of thelr title deedf-;.l2

 >Whetner or not thls threat was respons ole,‘a llnal settlement‘

‘:of the vexatlcus towrswue ouest¢on was made on June 12 1097 13
“Revelstoke could row loom Iorward confidently to the next step
: in 1ts aeveTODment ‘ir orooratlon as a C1ty._

'The'flrst 1nd1¢é§10p 01 a deswre on the part of tne
;nhabltants of the Revelstoke area for 1ncorooratlon of tne

“town as a 01ty aDpeared in June, 1885, ‘when twenty-nlne reSLdents*

kof'the town of Farwel¢ petlthned_the prov1nc1a1 c301netklor

:ll'i*Revelétoke' ootenay h~il, December 1k, 1895,

12 Ibld., June 5 1897~

13 ; A.S. Farwell moved to Nelson in 1898 ,and died there in.
11908 NelponvDallz Vews Jvly 30, 1908 L :
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arwell &5 a city. That'oetition wes

the incorporation of
.the beginﬁiﬂg‘of‘a”movement for 1ncorvoratioo which wag to succeed:
urteen vearo latel.-

In qeouember, 1c,L, che nootenay Mail Urged tne bOWHSBCOble

otOJCOnsider~the;advantagesbof o:ntrolllng'thelr own‘01vic
= destlnles'gln 189A Qhe townsite~dls@ute seeied almosthVGr;

,RevelstOAe badly pecded its 0w Qeterworks,‘eleotrical‘eupply'
- and otnerlnuollc u ll itie s,itﬁe moﬂey‘for‘ﬁhichlcould best be
“borrowed on the’ f1pancwal seourltv offered’by a@ incorporatedl'
‘7f01ty; and.‘ 'nally,'i oroorao!on in 894 would allow the |

'1nclu310n of all the la ds Ileg oetween the Big Eddy endkthe
: ,Ille01llewaet 1n “the grooosed c1uy llﬁltv, an area‘which the
kifhawl hoped would be contalned in. the new 01ty.15 Despite the
;ieedluorlal tne ouesb_on of 1ncornorati lay dormant Untlll
‘l;1897 wben the problem euddeply iutracted oublic attention.”

T?In February, 1897,‘J.M. K:llle wrote to auk hls Revelstoke

econstltuents 1f thev wwshed to:have their: town 1ncluded 1p‘ak

brooosed 0111 before he prov1n01al 1eglslature to 1ncoroorate
:Rossland and Nelson as c1t1es.ﬁ6 The townsoeoolefdiscuSSed the;‘
lmatter and reJected the proooeal the maJOrlty declarwpg it ¢~1 ~ r j
%premature.%7‘ In. AucuSu, 1897, a meetﬁno called to dlscues |
;1ncorporatioﬁ resulueu Ain. the lormatlon of a comnlttee to.

18

'1nvest1gate the matter ano to renort on - 1ts flndlngs. In

 Farwell, A. S., to John nooson, June 27, 1885.
'fRevelstoke Kootenav Mail, SeDtember 1, 189L,

'fRevelstoke Herald, February 22, 1897. ,
‘Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, February 27, 1897.

Ibld., Au:ust 21 1897.
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November Lhe reoort of the group adﬁised that incorporatioﬁ
1 kwould be in tne bt% ‘1iféxciel 1Ub@r90ts of the town' the
'estlmated annual income . of ~he Tuture c1ty SquOCedly being
vreater than the anount which the town recewved 9nnudlly Trom
the prov1nc1al and L@deral OV¢erePtS in the form of local
‘improVements.%g"In‘Tanuarv 18 8 tne r651denbc petitioned
the prOVLDCIal leglsiatLre ?or wncoruorablon,2Q  bill nro- ‘
viding for +he Iuture 1ncorbovatlon of Revelstoke was subueovent—
ly 1ntroduced and nacsed bj'tne 1egislature in 1898 2
In the mldst of tne stons of securing civic status for
' Reve1stoke, a serwous proolbm ouddenly arose, and deldyed the
prqcess,fo »a‘prokih(tely a y@ar.k Por years uhe Columbla ?1ver
' had:beén'eétihg away‘atnlts-banxs at Révelstoke. The eddie
and vhlrloools re ‘ lttng from the constructlon of vaLlway and
traffic brldées acce7erated the vroce s of erosion. ‘The river”
1”began to threaten mvpn of the wevelstOAe town51te. By 13898
ier051on<had become “'mawor'DPOOIem. Tne resmonsibility for thé
[pro»ectlon of thedli bank was in doubt bot che:orOVinciél
, and federal Eovernmepus clavm ng tne other to be reqoon.i%le fbr"y

the protection of Lke va¢u801e‘ufopnrty annuaLly a01nf washed

' 2!
,away. 2 Sone Reve uoke peon V, inel udlng the DTODP etors OL

19f”.Reve1%t0ke Wooteﬁay Mail, hovemoer 13 1897,

20" Brltlsh Columola; Legls ative ASSembly, Clerk. of tbe House, -
Pagers 1898 S . o o . ,

21 BTltlSh Columbwq, Statutes, 1898 C,’39;

?2, Revelstoke Yootenay Mall May 7, 1898.~f“




the.Kootenayl‘-‘failzB‘ and .. Kellie,”" now believed that

"_1ncorooratlon 5uou¢d be delﬂjed unt 1 tle onus of river-bank

b
Ao

o
3]

Drotectlon defrq1tely hiad oeenvaSSUmed'oy either the provinc:

or federal governments. ;The new eitv Q%ouldFPOt have to under-
'ftake the expen51ve taeb of comoattwne er051on. The Revelstoke
25

-~

Herald eupoorted those wh Ojl voured 1mmedlate wncorporetwon.
Theﬁolspute between~tne tﬁo groups was a fierce one,‘but'
jeveﬁtually:the béobie”wﬁe fa voured meedlate choroora1lon won.j
In 1899 after the. pdsswnﬁ of anothcr Act walch sllbbtly modlfled
5?‘the Act of 1o9A 26 the orov1nc ial caownet'uti]ized the power'
:'\glven it by the Act of 1808 and declaled Revelstoke a crty,
"as of harch 1, 1809.f7._ | E |
Tne Drov1nc1al vovernment app01nted Fred nraser as the

kReturnlng Offlcer for RFVGleOke'S llrst civic electlon WLth

jdfthe power of drdwvng up the voters’ 715ts. On'Maroh 22,
- Revelstoke s voters elected F. McCarty as thelr first mayor,'and

WM. Brown W F. Crage, T, J Graham,‘*. Kilpatrick, Dr. Q.B.

“thechnlefand F B. WeTIS as thelr flrst Alderman.zsi“On'Maroh
k25 ‘in the Court house, the Clty Counc1l neld its first meeting,:

Uand carrled out certaln necessary orellmlnarles appointing Dro-

f23;'1Revelstoke Kootenav Mail, May ?,‘1898.
124‘7'1259.; January 75 1899 |
’25;7 Loc. cit. o o |
‘263d Brltlsn Columola ’Statutes 1899 .'6#.

‘27rt Revelstoke ootenav Mail, harch h, 1899

28 ‘The defeated candldates in the flrst civice clectlon 1ncluded
~ d.-Abrahamson, H.A. Brown, W.J. Lee, T. Lewis, J. McMahon and
o W.A, Nettle for Aldermen, and .L. Haig for.nayor.,kRevelstoke'

- Kootenay Mall March 25, 18990 ) e
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McKechnle as Secretary of the Counc1l Dro tem., and arranging
- to an Por nﬂl Leat jons Ior tne;permauent positions in the rew

29

~

.

The city’s first officers :

5]

2

,civic strﬁcture. .

ncluded Alcderman

W.M. onwn and T.E.L.‘Taylor a

mn

4Police Commissioners; Alderman
we lbkfld C.F Lindmark as LwceMCe Commissioners; T.L.

al

vHaigdas Police Maeistratej E

lxg
U
jny
o)
=
JA¥)
w
Q
e
ct
g
&)
]
il
3
o
=
<y
*
=
a

- Cross as . City H a71b Officer; end G.S5. tharter as City Solic-
. . ;O . .
~iter.” I 899 Lhe 11rst JonnCWI undertook Lue ecessary
‘steps towards¢Civic-improven' t ~oo.rowvn5 hl/,OuO for neneral
exoen es, and utiliz iré ‘the money for streets and other essential
o 3 | , , .
services.” .
It'iS!impOSSible, of course, to list all the notable events
.

) - EIRE - - .. LR 3 ~
and personalities in Revelstoke’s civic development., 3 Among

~the outstandvng meWLCLS of Pewelotoxe’s Clty Councwls however,

have been H F. Mc?inﬂoﬁ; elected peyor ten times, and Walter
Hardman Maror ol Revelstoke from 19;7 ‘to -the pre -t Li (1954)33
,Mayor Hardman has been Revelstoke’s chlef official longer an;

any of hlS predecessovs. Droulnent amonu RevelSDOke s activities

29 Revelstoke Kooteuaj Nall March 25, 1899.

‘30_ Revel toke Rev1em, June 29 1940 Vancouver Prov1nce, harch

'31) 1934 ’
31 Revelstoxe Oo«erver, May 41 1909

32 A sLatvstlcal review of he flnances of Revelstoke during
‘the first ten yvears of civic existence is to be found in the
Revelstoke QObserver, May 21, 1909. See also: Revelstoke, City of
‘RevelstOAe lvnan01a¢ Qtatements 1916-1947, Revelqtoke, N.Ps,

33 For a complete lvst of the Layors of Revelutoke from 189O to
: 954 see Abbendlx TI. ~ :
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EaS~$ 1ty thc heen Lne Flnanc1dl CODtPLUUblun in 1901 iowards
.the estaol*shment o? a uteamer se ervice on bue Columu¢a RLverj
above Revelstuke; the dcoulsltsor h/ the éitv;of a ﬁI“thCLJ

owned water and 1 nlanb vn 190 ; tne contrlout on ln 1908

i[\towards a Flre-alarm system for tnu ~itr ‘ nd, nrowa?lv most

i{kremembered of - ull th° COnSoructLOL of a new Clty and rlre
;“‘Hall 1n 1930 an d 19 9 at a CosL of auoromeate] ‘ﬁ?Q~OOO.:~V 
“The new bu din' Was O1flClmlly oneﬂed on ADPLl 1 19?9, and -

T“ls one of tne fwnest 01ty nalls of 1ts Q1ze in the Dqulnce.




Chapter,E ght

1e develobment of OUDT c s~rvwceu

In any ectaolwsbed conmunitr there are ceruainrn@ceSSary
- asoects 01 111e whlcn may oe‘cla551¢ied under the general heeading

1t

f "publlc berv¢ce s ~oome of these aCu1VitieS,jfor example,
oollce and flre protectxon, are UFOVTued for ov publ 1c'funds.'

f‘Others such as the operations of cnarterad oankc 2nd HOards

of Tr de are prwvdtelvkcopduc+ed Dut actuaLIy Derform avgreat

?fserv1ce for bne ﬁenerQL OUbllC. ~hosnluéls, too, are éSsential
}1n a 01ty.v Anotner ‘group of services, kthe pYO\iS ion of'x ter,
pilvgnt power and telenwone fac tles are alsb,of concern to
;uhe DUDlTC. Tne develooment of tnese ”pua iic serVices” in

 Revelstoke 1s an 1mbortanu part of the commvnity’s,history..

wnen tne maln rush to tie Big Jend took Dlace in 1865 dnd*

 1866 the Plrst rebreseptatlves of law and order 1n the area

iwere a0D01nLed by the OfflClalS of the Crown Colony of J”lulsh:

‘Columbla.v In October,“ 67, the vovernment 1nstrucbed walter
Zhooerly, then condu ng‘ , lOFathﬂS for a wagon roau, uo act
zas Gold Comn1531oner on. tne Columbla ?1ver.l uoberly dld'SO
for a a short tlme, and then ’w15n1n5 Lo return to New \ebtm1ns;er

‘to make DlS reoort on his. qurvev work transferred tap work oL 

1 British Columbia, Departmenu of Lands and Norks Columbié‘
River exploration, 18é5 New cstnlnster Government Printing

- Office, 1860, P(:7°'
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the Gold Cor ﬂlSSLONeT” Offlce to Robert 1. umltu, and avthorJued_~
Smlth tu 1ssue mlnlﬂ»kcertlflrdbe ‘and_to record clalms.2 The
;fWrct reutuent Gol4 Commw omoner“and'th@ firet ep’ égztative, 

of 1aw and order 1n the ng Bend, however were not to arrlve."

VP:at French Creek until May, 1066 o v
In February, 1865 Peter O’Rellly beCame Gold Commls=1oner
: 3

|~and Maélstrate for the \ootenav dis trict,

and in March,- 1860
he recelved the addltlonal aD001nument of Gold Fommlssioner for
an area loosely des ig Led as ”Columbla,” w1uh headquarters at.

o Lk L
French Creek. He aT S0 recelved the b16531n55 of the government,

L"'gand an allowance of m250 for Lhe purchase of leg irons, hend-

t‘cuffs-and a»saie.s‘ In harch 1866 also, Governor rrederﬂck

6

“Seymour appointed . Towell® as constableVunder'O'Reilly at

Ffench Creék;; On April 7, Vowell left New Westminster for Yale

_in the S.S. Reliance, and on April 11, O'Reilly followéd I

vmay, 1006 hotn O'ReWIIy and Vuwell arrlved at French Creek.
An 1nsoe0ulon ow O’Re111y’c wtlnerarj for tne seven montho

{from Anrll 11 to hovenber 12 1066 oflers some 1nd1ca+1on oli

'the strenuous llleyofra Gola Comm1551oner.7 rrom Yale, O'ReLIly

~k001umbié River exploration, 1865,'p..7;

2

37 VlctorwavColonlst ﬁeoruary L 1865
L Ibid., harcn g, ¢866
5~

C

For sone Qetalls on- O’Rewlly? ppointment, see: Victoria
olonist June 27, 1948 . : R :

'6 Vlctorla Colonlst Deptembef 27, 1918
7 : N

O’ReLlly,-, r'VD ry, 1?66 MS, Archﬂves of B C.
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’~went by waron to ro*c ﬂd"70~n¢?'the Hﬁdgdﬁ’s“@ay Jonnanyf
‘post where ne POLDd thaf ovel ”1v~:1ﬁndred meﬁ hound fof the
Bi€ nen@ynad alxeady prs ed ed hi®geene went on to ,SeymourfArm

by canoe Aana then walked over the d*viue to the Columbia. On

ay ? ne ariiveu t Gol dstream;ﬁ From there he vﬁ“jtealthe7

‘.varlous camns ‘at cCullo I Creek; French Creek‘andeilson'Sj
&Landlng, 1ssu1ng mlq_"g llcewcc recd Ging clains and perform~
'«Lng other OfrlClal cutwes.f He established his headcuarters

at rrench Creen.t On haf 22"he heard the news of ‘the Unfortun-'l,~

"ate lOoS by drownlng of seventeen ¢¢ves at DeathJRa71de n may
19}' On June L, J C haynes orrvved at rench Creek to relleve

i O‘Re1l1y wnlle the lat ter v151ued Nlld Horse Creek In July,~

',O' e171y went oy hors eback and boat uo the thtle Dalles wnere"

1:"he found Captavn ueonard ”nlte and the U.S. Forty~Nine. Hee
”went tqrougn the;Arrov Lake on. the steamer and the.keet oﬁt/‘
ieastward on horseoacP to | ild Horse._ By Sentemoer 13, he: was
' back at oeymour. On Senuemoer ah be 1ssued WTltS for the electlon
vof a Member to tbe Leelslatlve Coun01l and on Octooev ll 12

'22 and 25 conducted nolls at McCulloch Creek French Creek
Seymour and La Porte reSuectively.' By hovember l he was at

QSeymour and on November 12 ne was back at New westhnuuer.

kH1§jconnect10n,w1th;the*Blv Bend as a Gold Comm1551oner was




* ended |

| Snort;v after O’?e 11 ]tf@ tpe Big‘Eend iﬁ l866, the
gold rush ended ’and almost all of the rik rs lelft the area.»
“Forntne nexttflfteénfyears_there was little need for men to,f

enforce 1aw and ordul~in,the Big Bend. A J. Vowell. renalned

in tbe revlon, dt hi sihead@uarﬁers at Hrengh ulee“, and,ful~ 
fvlled all the QUbleo rrouxred of him by tue government

'   flnally becomwne Gold Cbxn¢55loner for bhe uOOuenay dlStIiCt"
. 1n October 1872;9  In 1873, he mOved on to the Cmineca districbq‘
eand his Qutles and‘bisvheadouarters wére tranéferred To CorneL uss
k‘Bootn at‘J1lu Horse Créék. pooth gradually assunied all the
‘”functlons ana ofilces of the government and Wn,June,,¢876,

f,became the Golu uommvscwoner and Stlnendldrv Mogistrate

- the wnole of ;1e nooten*y d *ri ct, - stlll maintaining

h
k’headOLartars at- W11d Horse.lo~'From 1873‘to 1884, the Revelstoke:
.8  O'Reilly's caraer prior to, and after, his appoint tment to
- French:Creek was a distinguished one. He was born in England
~in 1828, and in 1859, after spending eight years in an Irish
- police unlt had arrived lQ,:fitlSn Columbia. He served as v
‘Stloendlary agistrate and Gold Commissicner in both the Koo*endf

“and Omineca regwonC, ss well os serving ss a Member of the
Legislative Council from 1864 to 1871. From 1867 to 1881 he

was a County Court Judzt for Yale dlstrlcu, -and resigned that
- post to become Indian Commlsswoner for Eritish Colurbia. He
- died in 1905. Victoria Colonist, June 27, 1948; Kerr, J.B.,

Biographical dvctlonarr ovo well= nnovn Brltluﬂ COLuﬁtlSﬂS
‘Vancouver Kerr and Be - 18G0, p. 195

9  British COluMbla, obarument of the PIQWLHCTQl Q@c etary,
British Columbia Gazette (hereafter referred to as B.C. Gazette),
- November =3, 1?72 VLCEOFla, Queen’s Printer, 18672,

10 .C. Gazette, March h 107)*




r,farea, alnost dev01d of zn y hohulatjon,'vzg acmi nistered by

(S}

- varlous Gola eommls 1one"s‘ 'Government kven+s at’Wiid Horse.
W1th the~an0roach of;tle rallw 37 Lnrouﬂh Lhe mounualns ine
g >188A and 1885 howeves, the Gold Cor ioner at Wle Horse,
'unce aﬂaln A.w Vowe1¢, Lound the dutxes of hjs vast dLSbPlCL
too heavy to be aumwrzstered uy one man from such a distance.
- Because of the rell ay COpSLTUCulOF, Lhe region around
Eavle Pass ’Parwell and Dona“d uuddenly bccame the bu51est
'and most oo“ulous erea on thn nainland Of British Columula,
and yeu had VLrtuallj no provision for the malntenonce of law
aeand order.¢ In 1884 dnf 1885 the provincial and federal
9overnments ‘and the Cenedlan Pa01f1c Rallwaj Comoapy were Tacing
a serlous oroblem 'pne conluslon and dlsorder caused by the
Te illegal sale of wmooru d and Locally—d istilled liguor to the
}constructlon crews of the rallway‘cqmpany.ll; In January; 1884; 
{_the orOV1n01al aovernrents % Oiﬁted George HODé/JOﬁﬁJtOP ‘as a

P

“Justlce of the Peace 10or the ootenay dlutPlCt to combat the

dwsorder and in;A@rilko+ the same year comm1551oned otebhen

Redgrave as a shefiffkend constable to aid-in tbe suppression

'of the liouer urafflc. rf’he 111ega¢ sale of alconol c0he1nued
_however and uherallway COuDany f?ﬂallyi sked the feueral ’
’“overnmept to oolwce tne wounbasn sectlon of che raleaf“route.
:Inspector E Steele of the Roval horun Lesf Mounted Police
flnvestlgated and dlscoveredytnet ine,alcohol problem~was,nOt
‘;fSO much an 1llegal one as 1t wes one df.a,different interpretétion

‘-,Of the law bj the of11c1a s . of the federal and provincial

11 A clear statement oP the po 11ce oroblems of the rellway
Constructwop canps 1s to be found in: Turner, J.P., The North-
West @ount 3 Police, 1873-1 93, UbLaWr ‘Rlnb's Drlnter, 1950,
: e & Nassi
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_gb#érnmehfs;  The-fedefal,gé?érnment W3.S unartinb iafs making
‘the sale of lLOLO  iiiégal in'thelrailwaj U“TL flé’ihe
-prov1n01a1 povernmedt-was’issuing 1ic@n¢é5 to any one who wiébedf
'“to sell alconol "E rl' in 1885 a small dot achment”of Royall"
‘fNOth weat mOLnLed.‘Oll established itself at Farwell, build-
‘an a barraCAS and 7811 From E Bazle. Pa s weStward;along théi'
\frallway beWt kC arles Todd A Scipendléry Wa*istra£e,fadmihisﬁer—~ 
g;ed Justlce.ﬂg East of ﬂarwcll where tnefe were vwrtuallv ﬁQ  -
local Juqtlces the deral bolwce, sup erv1oed oy IJSDeCtOT
*Sueele, nad Lharﬁe.13f~In 1885,‘nowever,‘the unsettled conditions:
fin What is- now the rovinCe of Sas?atchewan'led the.federal |
fgovernment to w1thd“aw Steele and his men Lrom the mounta1n~
;sectlon of rallway construction to ald in tne supnres 51on of
 th¢ upri ng of the ;olloweru‘of Louls Riél SLeela named
' George Hooe JohnSuor as a sDec1al'Comm1551oner of Police to act'
 as hls denuuv durlnc nlskaosence, with7é group of special |
constab¢es pot revular 'ffi | rs of the fnderal police LOFC@,
to enforce the 1aw.“;;: | |
In Aprll 1885, the provwn01al govbrnment had ordered

fGﬁlbert Malcolm oproap, as StLpendlary hdpistratp and John
jKlrkup, as Chwef Constable of the mootenay dlstrlct, to’Farwéll.

Sproat was a domlnant fwgur in Farwell for the next five

\years - the years durﬂnngch mo st ofvthe‘prom;nent‘pioneers"

A2 Vlctorla COlOHlSt Aor11 23, 1885

13 Loc.‘01t.1~




| 125
1L

arrived'in the'town,\ , When,he arrived in Farwell in May,
1885, he found tnat bomn¢CCAoneV Johnston and his men were

“fattemn n°‘to éﬁfOrc "the federal lawfagainst selling alcohol

Jie

L

Cin the raLlway belto " Sproat, as the Stipendiary Ma isbfatn p

appointed to uonold he law, favoured the provincial regulations

wnlch omrmltted he iSSLing~Of l icences to oeonlﬂ WLSQlﬂ“ to -

-,5e11 llouor.k Lh‘June and JULY, 1685, eacn of th  two groupsf
frepresentl 2 law and order tried to enlorop tﬁe Laws és it 
' ;1nterpreucd them, and eacn ~radually alien ated the oLhér -~ The
conSuructlon worxers, of course, suppor ed Sproab aﬂd the
vwn01al ouuhor1tﬁeu,'aﬁi.re£ k ed ang rwlv to the. fnderal
”'*spe01al police as "dor_nstoh s uossacksv‘ nd the "RQOuenay
  JaYhawkers. w16 In AuJust a;d'Sebtembef the‘whole‘trﬂuble came

?~to a nead Nhen one. of Tohnstun’s men drrested a man’ caug ht in

"the act of_brin ing,infafload offl1quorkinto the railway belt

£ : -~

the piamous "police

‘_by pack traiﬁ.' “From this spark arose
wau."’r at Varwell.v k_V

,The 1n01aent o’ the ”n0¢1ce war’ has oeen s0 coluured bv

~Irequent rp-L llln- tLat,it is lmost an antl climax to try

14' Sproat was born in Scotland in 183k, -ame to British

Columbia in 1860 as a special agent for a British shipping firm,
‘ In 1863 he first became 1nvolved in an administrative. position
~in the services of the Crown Colony of Vancouver I%lﬂnd and .

in 1871 becaume the first Azent-General for the urov1nce in
London. See Rickard, T. A., "Gilbert Malcolm Soroat " British

Columbia nl’tQPlCal uarLerly, vol. 1 (January, 1937) Vpp.;ZifBZ;

-

nd

¢

Oiee B8

,15"'Turner oD, Clb.,va. 20L1=242.
"161"V10tor1a Colonist, June 19, September 25 1885.
17_'7Turner op.. 01t., Dp.~2&l 24?
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to,tell"what,actuallyliappenéd. When Johnston's deputy

arrested phe man;brir “in the ligueor, the prisoner cogaplained

to Sproat ag avnst De~n~ ounishedffor an act which was quite

1eva1 accordlnw to pwovﬂnc191 1ows.18',Snroat thén'issuéd 5

warranu for the arre st of tn\ Pederal QueCJ.al copstable 'énd, '

k‘»sent a DPOVIHClal consbaole to effect Lne arresf The federalj
CODSbaDleS howevcr ’arresteu‘tne prov1n01al‘constablé, aﬁd,

‘ after a Dllef “trlal i Senteﬁced him to jail for 4 few days
for,interfering’w' J,thexduties Qf'thévspecialjconstable, The

federal officerS”subsequently arrested another provincial

offlcer sent to arresujthem;ﬂ Spfoét then iésued'a warranﬁ for

the arrest of Johnonn nd swore in twcnty men aC\SDecval
prov1n01a1 pollce of?lcers to arrest hlm. They CaEthed John-
ston‘and two Qf'hlsffo_lowers.~ The reralnwng iederal poche
'offiCefS'barriééaed hamselﬁeé in tnelr quarters,'and brepared

to delend tnemselves ag ﬂnst an attack by Sproat and his spe01al_
pollce.‘ Several dayc later most of the Tedera¢ constables left
Farwéil and‘SDroat'an hlS men'mok conpleue char6e oP he town.lglnk
Pollce Comm1551oner uo”nston also ‘left Farwell a“*er his releaseu

on ball. On Sentember 23, 1885, Snroat and Colonel J.F. McLeod,

an- ex-Comn1531oner of Pollce sent by the federal voverpment

‘Lrom the cLood alstrvct to WnVestlgate the matter fjointly,

18 Turner'ybp CLt., po. 251-242. ‘Contcmboraly reaction to
- the "police war™ is to be found in: Victoria Colonist, March 1/
June 19, July 3, Seb*"mber 5, 6, 9, 10 and 25, I§§5.

19"1 Vlctorla Colonlst Seotember 5 and 45 1885




1'pre51ued at a trial to examine the whole fracas. u“Y decided

»that on the Vh(l Johnston and the specia1 consLab1es of the

"federal government; .nrouvh,vnevne ie 1ce and‘igzcr:nce of their
S zo' S |
,duties,‘had‘been ba5i erv at Feul CATter discinlining the

"Offenders;fSproat and 1CLPOQ reached an agreement on thé future

. Dollc ;kOf the arez, with its Lnous&z Of‘COﬁS? Culon workers,’
; T | ’ ' 22
'Insnector,oteele,later returned Lo, Farwe ll to prezuive order.”’
,He made %15 hea artérs at Fa 11 Unull lo wrile anotrer

23

~idetacnmehu of federaT o,__cerk at Dop ;d maintei ned the peace
1on the sectlon Lroh uona to qobers Fa%s., h

“:of the Work‘of tﬂe construction crcws tqn lbde’aL nolic

&

®

> were WItndrawn from IS it'“}\uolumbia; and did not return;fof
'a51xty—f1ve yearv. : | J

G m. Soroat was aon01nbed Gold Comm1551oner at narwel‘

Cin July, 1880 when Ehe‘Koot ay dlStPlCu was subdi VWded nd
ﬂ thus ed by bls Chi Conbtable, John hirkuo became tne

} chlef repreqentatlve of the provi c*al goverpment in the reg 101.
f He remained as Gol"Commlqs1éger and Stloendlary maalstrate‘

1runt11 Tuly, 1889 when He was succeeded by George ChTthle

ot
(O}
3
(o7
@
[& N
Q
..} v
._S
ct
]
g

';kTunstall 25 After 1889, Smroat and n.S Farwbll at

20 U*V1Coor1a COlOHlSu, Octooer 3 1885
121‘1 Loc. cite _ s

.722; ‘Turnerf ov. citl, P 242,

’\: 23 | Ibid. o 270. , ' : oy
2% B.C. Gazette, July 16, 1886 ‘55,"'1', .
25 Ibid., July ‘l.y,, _;889;- -~ G




‘lHe dwed in VLLLOTT kvn June, 1913.

- of serv1ce as a olice flicerf/rlrnuﬁ resignec from the police:

g

Gold Commlssvoner for tne olstrlct.

~[by J.D. iboald

'kPrown and -QE.u.‘Taylor became tne first Polwce Comm1051oners.)

128

 to thelr con51oera0¢e real psiate noldlnos in the Kootenay area.

)

dxcent for a or;ef J&PlOd spant at DnrOat" Landing in

1o90 John 1rkup rpmd ned as }' f Constable in the vaelstoke

'reglon unuvl 1094 also bOCOu ng Rncorder Assessor and Cullectar

fiTor the Drovvnc1al DOVGFHMpnt In 1894, afbeL flfteen years

.

26

force,'and returnea to o¢1vate llie.
: A_man noted more or bls exnlovts as une Gold Comml ssiocner:

n the narly days of tne Atlin gold rush than f ,f ic'acL vities

"in Re velstOAe, Josewr Dee Sraham Ducceeded uohn erkup as Ch¢eP

Constaole in Apri l 180L 27‘ Ink July, 1895 Grahan also became

28 In 1895 and 1896 the

7;1ncreased anlno aCtWVVtY in the reulon around nevelstoku 1ed
to an wncrease in Lranam sknollce staff, Graqdm renalned

vas Chlef Constaole untll tne end of 1896 when he was succeeded;

30

 :When Revelstoke beCame a c1ty 1n 1899 Tnomas lewv tone

halr became Lhe flrbt POvlCG maglscrate for the CAty ahd R

~.

26 Revelstoke‘Kdotenay Iz il, April 2L, 1894,
27 Ibid., nprll 28, 1894, s |

’28 ‘British Colum01a, Departmenb of the Attorney—ueneral

Heport of the Commissicner of Frovincial Police, 1895 (ne “egfter
Pefcrred to as B.C., Attorney-General, Police report), chtorla,
Queents Printer, 1896, pp. 889, 892 and 902.. e

29 B, C., nttorney-aeneral Police report, 1890 p. 915.

30,f‘B.C.;’nLtorneyeueneral, Folice renorb, 1897, p. 673.

.31ﬁf ReVélStoke“ReViéW,’June 29, 1940..
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On JLly 1 4099 .‘HcRae'began policihg the city of Revelstoke 37

ST e

il

Revelstoke maln*ai ed its own nunic ipal police fOLC@ unull 1

_J

>

\.)
™)

uhen, under tbe authorlty of ap ACu pas ed by the provincial
;1eglslature in 1024 tne cit: and +he provine i91 police forcn
kentered 1nto an aereemenc ov wnlch che lau ssumed Lne Lask

of p01101n6 tbeNCir

ty in ech e for a cerL in annusl sum from

the 01ty.33> Tn Au usu,_l950 Lhc most recent change

Revelstoke‘ pollcln occurred as a resu;t of tne amalnamat!or"
of the prov1nc1al pollce ?orce with the Royal Canadlan Bounted

34 TO

Pollce. day the federal police force admwnlsters law and
forder in ReveIScoke. | | '
: Only one more accect of the ,aintenence of law and order
in tbe Revelstoke reglon - the establishment of courts and
a court house‘é,remains‘to,be considered fThe' first a581ze’
’held at Farwell too& place on June 23y 1885, when Sir Matthew
Balllle Begole, the Chlef uustlce of Brltlsh Co¢um ia, wresided
et the Kootenay Court of Assvze end Paulus Aem111us Irv1ng,
then Deouty Attorney-General and later to become a Jueblce of
the Supreme Court of Brwtﬂsh Columbla acted as the Crown

a

' 35 . '
Prosecutor in. a murder caseo 7 Des 1te subseouent ne stent

3L Revelstoke Rev1ew June 29, 1940. , |
33c7 B. C., Attornej General Police report 19;2 pp. L, 8;andk37;

34 Vlctorla Colonlqt August 15, 1950.‘
,35 Kamloocs Inland oentlnel July 2, 1885




g and~0thér off*cers;eni fflces of Lne pro v11cefln ReVPl tok

'agltatlon bv nevpl que'c t \msﬁeoole and newsvapers

_Revelqtoke uld not have a orm)er cour L room until. Octooer 6,
,‘1897, when Jud 5 ‘d.d. Forin prLSLded a the o eWLng of the
’Revelstqke:Court'House.B_  Thmfcourt ‘house servpd as the ceptrdl
‘héadQuartefs fér all tne prov1nc1al offchal 1J.nevelstoxe‘

- uhtil 1913; when a new buildin g to'house the co”YL offlci 1s

(D

37

i*iwas completed
_The town 01 R“ ‘els toke’securéd watér,‘éleétrical and

“'Leleohone serV1ceS' arly in its’existéﬁce.ylln 1888 William
1:‘Cowan unsuCcessfullv:,aLn che d Qis,first'dfkse al blaps £

.

1nterest ﬁlS fellow—bounsmen'1n,securing an adeouate water-

o 30
"suvbly ¢or the Commb“lbyq,

b

1 the succeeding years,QCowang~

=

 and others orlflnatcd schbmes; sought SubSCriDtions,'applied'

' ?or cnarterc of 1ncovcop ti ch and arranced ouc Jeet inge in

: Revelutcke.Bg Ip Tt:aary 1803, uhe K- ntenqj Mn"l prlnted a-
;1etter from E PlcaLd a mercnant in Revelstoxe in whlch Picard
*offered to LUPﬂle tnc town w*tn a water quooly for oomestlc

‘ . . A
Durposes, anQ to operate‘t 1e water system after its constructlon.

136173Revelsfoke K otensy Mail, October.9, 1897.

37  British Columbia, Department of Flnapce Estimates of the
revenve and expenditure of the province of 3ClulSﬂ Columbia,
I912=1913, Victoria, King's Pr. ‘nter, 1913, p. E31.

'38,;:Revc1ctokc Koot enay‘Star November 28, 1891,

39 Ibid., SentenLc_ 13, October b -and 11, 1890; Janua ry 3 1891
fﬁO  HReve1stoke Kootenav Mall January 5 1895




~Picard'é n1an was alluwpd to droo but it did serve,the‘

 Durhose of PGDLWlnF nterest in. he ouettvon ona water sumnl

In August5 96 A . Cummlns a ClVLl eDOLneer, condupted

B . (e |
o P ‘. : . o ) ik,
survey for }m«lLstallaulon ol a watexr -yEQem forgReve¢stoK@ 5

and in Sebtember tne nootenav Naul announced that William Cowan,
fW.M Brown and J ao*andmso had beCome the provisional’directors{,

Ez\of a new: company,‘the vaeloubke,Water, Light and Power‘Combanv,

which was a 1y1ng to tne orowuhcial legisl tvre for an Act of

:anCOPDOTathN.h: oy uebtember lh 1896 Charlea Holten st

suberlntendwng the COﬁCtructlon o? the wauevworks Vysfem  The

work was rushed “and on Novcnoer 1L, 1806 ‘the water WaS'turned

3

Foe

_on for the flrst tvme.
LD June, 1897 the Revels! cke Wauer, Tight and~Dow*rb
"Comnany ann ounced that it me¢d extend its wate system to all

E,Darts~of t}e cown .nd would énlarge its facilit

H-
]..v.

to‘give‘
a greater serv1ce 1‘hm"»*\elorc to tne customers.hhi Between dunc
1897, and Octooer 1 1 02 ~vhen the City of Revelst0nc dcqulred
the hold;ngs of the Révelstoké water; Ligh and Power Connary,
the‘comnény ekbanded its waterworks facili ities to serve all
Sectlons OL Aevelstoke.‘.“ S | | _

An elerllC 11rht and power orogecb was also oronosed oy

WWlllam Cowan‘7n 1888 ithD ovowreos, too, wes ,s;ow.‘ On;

————,

L1 Réﬁélétoke kooténay'Mail August 1,‘1896;
;42>‘ Igii;,'Sentembev 5, 1896' EEN ey
'f43 :‘IQQi;;,NovabPr 21 '1896.
”>h4:";§gg:;tJune 19, l397

© Ibid., January 1, 1892,




:7p oses arrl ed in

q’:novelty

~132

\ . . . . . ) :
Aufuse h, u£9h,,”DloEeges,f:a columnist for the Nootenay

Mail, reUOPLEd,thaT e had heard paople tzlbinw'abOLt an
el?ctric light plant Tor ?evelstoke, and co mmented Avouraolv

: L ‘ ll“é ) k‘Y ‘- ) ‘"

on the rumovr‘ ~ TDiogenes™ Wd& nerhaps disa Jued, but most
of the uher re51dents of Revelstoke were'del ted xhew,kin*

December 189L eleven 011—bu:ning lamps for street- 11 gh iﬁg

'Pw<

ev‘l,bake' rom liontreal. On’Denember 19,

Pt

‘1894 he lanos went, on, for Lno f1r=L time, on Fror Street.

The Kootenav ma11 later recorded that many  pe )ule toox a stroll

"alonv rront oereet OP‘bﬂat evenlnﬂ to take advantage of the

W

Jhen COWaP, Abrdnamson and Frown applied to the~provincial

"governmentiine1896-to _“coroorqte thelr coapany, the} eovsht
a franchise to SLppl ”l“CtTIC 1¢Dht and power as weLW &s
4:water. .Dy Marcn l 1897, they had recelved the perm1QSLon WHLCH

'“fethey had reouested LS; Tp Auonst the co paHY let'contracus *Qr‘

bhe supnly1n~ of the necessary macnlnery and wires ,and began

lthe nrogect.ég

On February 43 1898 the electrlc lights were
tested for tne flrst twme in Revelstoke, and on Februarv 26

50
Were in full ooeratwon. - mlectrﬂc street lehtlnv soon’ PolTewed

46 Revelstoke Kootepa] Mail, August Ly 189L.7_,
47 Ibid., December 22, 1894

48 Ibid., May 1, 1897.

49 Inid., August 7, 1897.

e d., Aw
’50.',Ibid.;fF bruary 26 1898,
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By DGCGHOLT 11898, &ll aspects of the power project were
completed.

‘,After~ReVelstoke was vncornoratcd as a Ciuy in 1099,

——t
o)

suggestiéﬁé arose. tkabk Ye ~icr smould aCOLl*P Lh@ owncrshlp
w”,of the waterworns,'t?e”water ghts, the JGWcr Dlanu znd the
?pr1v1leges of the ReveIUUoke vaier Ll”nt and Power Commany.nl,
=YL

e In Aorl¢,,1900 the Cvty Coun011 took iﬂ the rvonqéals; but for

o two years was unable t achieve the desired result, On March

e 20,~l901,~tne uouncil submitted a bye4law to the ratepeyers of
Revelstoke on the cuastlon of buying the utiliﬁy company's

T . 52 ’ :
mkholdlngs.5 ’ r"he bye-LQw oaSQed but the scheme drawved on.

 f In hay, 1902 the COLﬁCI] commlsswoned H;B.»Smith, a civil‘

~ engin eer,fto rcnort oz'tne value and condition of the water-

-

~ works and ‘power nlaut 2 Tollowing Smith's rerort, the Council

.

. submitted amotmer bve-law to the citizens of Revelstoke on

l)

;“Séntember‘L7 190 an d ‘upon its approval, arranged to buy the
s ? ’ R <
| SL

~hold1ngs of the comaany for ?6 O B On Oct ber 1, 1202, the

c1ty”owflc ’1lyfac

;¢

./.‘

red all of he Droperuy of the dtility' comnany

The Kootenay Mail enumuswastlc;llj commepted

© The city is to be Con"ratulated on- having in
office this year the best mayor amd couneil it
~has ever hzd. Splendid work has been done for
. the city in the gcounisition of the wdter and
_,1lght plant,,..55

51 Revelstoke Kootenay Mail,'April Zh,i1900°

! 4:22@., March 8, 1001
53 Ivid., July 1, 1002
ok lﬁiﬁ;é ueotemb@r 19 1907
J\55 l@i@.;‘OctODer 2, 1902.




“ . In Subsequenthear& Revelstoke expanded and improved its
waterworkv and light vlant to meet the srowing needs of the

«

v

cday Revelstoke still owns its own utilit

o
B d —~ - - Pl -
CoIm X800 William Cowen instelled a system of televhones

in his Victoria Hotel, and connzcted his lines with the railway

\statiOﬁ},   C§Waﬁ grédually eﬁparded his,sysu~u to'meét‘ﬁhe
geriﬂg deméﬁds.df theffe$idfnts. Fof Six years he charced no
 ~:to11q Tor the: use Ol the ‘telephone system, treating the 1ine
imerely ac‘an adgunct bq_his hotel‘business,;but,finally, in”
- 7January, 1896',he began ~to’o§ér:£eythe’télesno System on‘a

57

’commerC1a1 oa51s._ ‘ Atbth¢ same ﬁime,\hw commmnced a rapid
 expé4$ion of the ﬁ lerhone svstem’s facilities. Invhay, 1097,
  he SeCuréd a?éx rter'f‘cm the ““OV'PC'a] 1e 6isi ture for the
:1ncorporatwon of ri"teiépKOLﬁ'company under the'namekof:thé
J-Revelstoke,kvrout Le: é abde'g Bend Teiebhopé Company,
"lelted to servwce ?evelsnoxe, Illec1llewaet Tfout Lake-and‘
 the Blg bend 58; They l ‘h ne,venture was a flnanc*al success
“for Cowan, and becane an iﬁtéqral part of ube bu31nesq and

‘fpersonal llves of nqe cwtlzens of Revelstoke. On'June,lz,fIQZS,;

~ the- comoan] 1ncreased 1ts cap1tal and on Sentemner 21 of that

565"Revelstoke Kootenay Star, November‘S‘ 1890.

57 f'Reve1stoke Kootenév Maiiu Jenuary 25, 1806k,

53 " 8‘ ish Columbﬂa, Statuies 1897, c. 69




“‘year changed 1t ﬂame to that OE,tIe;87lar‘Teleﬁ one bompan 29
’In uune, 199;;'the wular TeLennono Comoanv went ﬂnto lico idétion-[
Todav R@VElubOk i; served by £ae Revelstoke Exchange of the

61

»Okana an Tel@hhpne uomnany.
'¢n iha cuzly h¢ story of mevelutoke’qHpublic uti1itiés;’
one man, Williem CCch tdndu for@most. Betveen 1 868 and
1896 he ke0u' he WaLvT‘;”ks ana power ouestions bef r"tbe
Qnubllc, “and was success Ful ih financing and puilding his
»progects. 1In addltlon ‘qe laid the foundatlons of a telephoné_
sefvice”whiéh'didkmﬁch t§ knit toge ther'ohe scattered S“CtLODS
‘7 of ploneer Rcvels oke. |

¢

One of tne mott dreaded experiences of every co;wupltj,

'—Jo 4

"bwg or smdll, isja fl re, Rew _sto ce has had serious fires

“whlch have destroyea V *JaDWe uwoneltv and, onkoCcaSion,‘cauéed
the loss OL ¢LV@S bub -“e commuHth‘ 1as SeLdom exoerrenced

‘the tybe of dlsaster ﬁ&ich, for examole, Lﬁme and ag 1n,
~a1most totally desfrowcd rernlekln the eawlv nlscorv of that

centre oF the Crowumast Dass re»lon.

Almost Lhe T1r5+ rpoorded Llre in the ’Le Rend region

',occurred ot narwell ecrlv in May,v18851 “The unusual dryness
of the spring*of,thatfvear,cauSed many rorest rires in the
'Kbotenayo,‘ on %ay/7 1885, one such bush fire, driven by a

Stwong w1nd suddenlyfbesieged

59 Brltlsh Columbia, T“e]:xar’cmem of the AtuorneV~Gen9ral
Registrar of Companies, Files on: - Revelstoke, Trout Lake and
Big Bend Telennone bomnunv, Ltd.; Trout Lake and Big Fend
-elepnone Company, Ltd.; 3olar TelewnOPP Combany, Ltd Okanagan

;

Telephone Gom pany ~ Victoria, B.C.

60 Loc. cit.

61 “Loc;féit.i
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fmabuer of aours, leaving

&
}..
-
=

=
H
&

L only the federel police berracks,
‘*‘By the end of Mey, however, the town wes almost rebuilt,

In 109L, as.afresult'of the request ol the i people of

,nevelatoke, the prOVanLal )folmeﬂt

LAY

creed to set asiue

annual an~& um of Bl O for *he nuvoo = ofwlire—proteCtiQn
Cin Reveluto}e 3; Although the amount vas small, only Lalf

of what uhe Lownspeoo¢e had»reqnested, it was sufficient to

‘»spur the 1ocal res dents to efforts for providing for some sort

of saLesuards a@aLdst'fir . In May, 1891, the Kootenay Star

'jbvsald edlto 1al v, tlat fLTP wafdens ShOuld be aDDOlDtEu ork
 elected as soon. as nosélb;e.64  Gatherlngs of tne townspeople'
'*fuo examine the matuer had ﬁo,resalts until March 26, 1892;
 wnen‘a‘meetiﬁq held té a;chss‘the oueétionfof fife-orotectiOn

led to the a0001ntme of Revelst oke’s Tlrst volunteer fire

“brlgade, of wnlch J.F. Sutherlapd was Fire Chlof A committee
1nsbructed EO 1ncL1re auouu the cost of a llre engine recommended

66

Yy

the orderlnw of a cheﬂlcel fire enbLne at a coet of 700,

IniJuly, a Hroup of Lne ,own’~ business men 51ﬁned‘a guarantee
for the oayment wi hi velve sonths cf the Lnbawd balarce of

L e 6
‘$35O on the purchase‘price‘of:c e machlne.

CO

~hamloons Inland

entinel, May 14, 1885,

, ?Reve¢sboke nootepdy Star, May 16,‘1891. 
6hkkabid | Lay 23, 1891.;'
k ‘:Revelstoke Kootenaykstar,_March‘26; 1892.

66 Ibid., June 11, 1892.

67  Ibid., July 2, 1892.
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Thefmatter ol arfire enzine and brigede, }owever
- i

da "‘”Z-eu On lor- C:O“m T Of

vthe Dco“le 1nfthe Sta"'

: monODo7y nm ihc luh

These

Deonle tnr“aiened to se‘tﬁelr OJn coqba“v of volunteers

E

;to kcndle flre

On Au zus ‘l 7992

ATIen was avt“oriued to:
g

cturrn)'comuany.~g,'In,December,'Allen received word that

- the enbi 'was Tead”‘ - In December, also, WM,

‘f;Brown Was eLect _ike p~9 ka; 2 f,fhédfiré brigade. The
frdwspute oetwe 1:thé &ﬁfu’ ; er Lowrs was settled tem=
[,porarllV‘ovjéﬁ‘aéfeeméﬁt té ﬂcé tke new @h»wneylor firé—ﬁithingh
' 1n bot“ socﬁi’l‘ of}thé7c *muniiy

: Cn Tanuary lO 1393; fhe‘phémlcal fire eng;ne,{éohpietev
fw1th one ﬂUﬂuLed féét of_hose; é1bdok of in sffu¢tioﬁs, amcfow— 

Hbar and tke name ”Reve] stoke! scr Ded in silver letterihv'

Onlv uWO f¢ctors remained,uo cloud the plcture' the,combany
,had fOPUOuLen toksend,thejchemical 1 vd neces Sa”] to ocerate
the machlne, dnd the Tire englne would not Flt Lnto its new

hall. ot until the fire-dous ing’chemical arrived did the*

68§ _R°ve1stoke'Koo£éha§ otar, QULY 23 1892; :
!69  fIb id., Augu5u 13, 1892 e

‘70fCiIb1d., January 1L, 1893




-@¢id creaitable work.

as Nvmber Ome ere i

: The Captaln 01 &umoer One Br'wade dlrected ooerations age

'ffi-es wesb of tne WLne, and the Captein o

fire brigade heve a real prectice. On April 17, the fire

‘fengine‘Was ’cnar ed,™ end, after considerable confusion, trial

and error, mnoved 1tself at a ujntn ic fire."The briwade

~and engine' ad theLP Tirst fire- ightrnc exoerlence on Jva lp,
1893, when an old biilding on Front Street caugnt fire, Elthougt

the'building-was‘cew

‘”TIn October 11897, dissatisfaction with the eAlct pg llfe
protectlon caused the residents of tho station Lown51te to -

-

Drlgade became known

D

Povm thevr own flre Pilcad . Tne existing

-

s
Q,
B

, and he new “rOUD as Number T« Pire-
Bri gade.f A d1v1d1ng line was est Jllshed oetween the wo LoOWnS..

nst

LJ‘

H)

Number Two Drigade

~was in command aoalnst fires'east Qf the line. hunber Two
Brlqade secured about F”enty VUanteerb,‘r ed lunds for

"flre eoulnment and COHStTUCb 4 ;ts own-hall,‘ On Maj l] 1898,

5 the new brig de nad 1tsyfir$t‘fire-f igh tlng experience, a brush

flre, and was a succe se
Reveletoke s tv” fire bri ge des served the town well until
thej were amal”amaued - Since then Revelstoke's firemen»aJ

eoulnment’have‘éiven theﬁcitm uood fﬁre probectlop. Today"

~

: Revelsto?e has. uoder 1i*e trucLs and eoulomenu,_and'an

‘eff1c1ent Gamewell ilre—alall systemo

71 Revelstoke KodtenaV;Star;‘July 19, 1893,

:72 Revelutoke Yoot enay Mail,>Octher‘23,v1897;



139
One of the necessary 1nst1tutlons for which Revelstoke
struggled for some tlme was a properly—equlpped hospltal to
| cope w1th the many a001dents resultlng from: the dangerous
'occupatlons of rallroadlng, mlnlng and lOgglng.f For some vears,,vA
1however the 111 and 1n3ured of Revelstoke had to be transportedzd
to Kamloops or Golden for hospltal treatment One of the flrst 3
‘,people to advocate a hospltal for Revelstoke was Dr. E.H. S ‘
: McLean.k Dr. McLean recelved the app01ntment of Health Offlcer
for the Electoral Dlstrlct of West Kootenay in- November, -1892, &
- In February, 1894, Dr. McLean and Wllllam Brown organlzed a
‘w’meetlng of Revelstoke s business men to dlscuss the questlon of |
‘a’hospital(for~the toWn;7h The meetlng resulted in a committee
. which was 1nstructed to aporoach the orov1n01al government for
Vta grant. At the same tlme the commlttee canvassed the towns-
'people for subscrlptlons, and secured pledges of over $1,000
e towards the progect.' Unfortunately, the prov1n01a1 government o
«'had no approprlatlon for the hospltal and the scheme collapsed.75h

In June 1897, Dr. W’B McKechnle and h1s partner, Dr. F.W.

vJeffs began operatlng a prlvate 1nst1tutlon known as the

\ 6
Revelstoke HOSpltal.7 From the 1ncept10n of the hOSpltal the
'1nst1tut10n was handlcapped by laok of space. It could accommodate‘ '
only flfteen patlents at a tlmee: It~was,fnevertheless, a begino

‘nlng. In,September,a1897, the‘Canadian Pacific_Railway Company,

73 Revelstoke Kootenay Star November 26, 1892
/A Ibld., February 26, 1894, |
,75‘h,Ib1d., March 10, 1894.'
’?76;,‘Revelstoke,ggzalg,LJune 26,11897;ﬂ
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as part of its Droaramme of noving its holdings'from Dohald
o Revelstoke, enterad 1nto an aﬂreement WLth Dr.,thec}nup byv
1wn1Ch the compény a*reed ‘even Ually to ﬂlose wto hOSpltml at ’
JDonald and to seﬁd all OL‘wts wngured cmploypes to the
Revelstome Hosoltal for tre tment.77

DY 1899, ReVDleOkﬂ had several Goctors and nurses. In

hay, 189/, Dl- C. H R Pentreath came to assist Dr.vNcIs an, and

,ianebruarY 1098 Dr. ; O.W. allock JOlned the growing list

'df oractltlonors. ,In Sept ember, 1899, Dr. J.F, Carrbtners also
;arrwved in mevelsfoke.~f1 April, 1899, after Revelsto&e,s
1ncorooratwon, the Clty Counc11 aDp01nued Dr. .W; CroSé; a
surgeon for the Canadlkn Pa¢ i c Railway Couoany, to the uost‘
of Clty Hea;th Of 1cer (nevelstoke’s llrst such. OfPlCJal )
‘D?. Cross neld the nost urLzl au ust, 190f, when he was
'succeeded by Dr. Carrutners., | ’ R |

By the end of 1899, the ReveISuoke Hospital had clearly

5 nroved 1tse1f too small 'or the pceds o? the younﬁ c1tj., In

May; 1900 on the occas1op of tne 81tt1pg of the Asswzo Court
1n Revelstoxe,_a Crand Jurv presented to Justice P.;Irv1ng an -
o address wnlch stated | ’ k‘k S

Your JurorS'a?é.;.O| ODWHlON Lhat sone steos

should be taken by the *overnment in conwuncuwon
,w1tp tho clty o_ Revelstoke and the C.;.R for the

i77'=_Revelstoke Kootenay Mail‘”Septémber 11, 1897.
78 Ibld., april &, 1899. | o
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~establishment at Revelstoke of a first-class hos~
pital. Wany hundred men are employed in dangerous

~work in. the district and accldents are continually
“occurring and such an institution would be of great 79

<+ be Dellt to the public and be the means of saving life.’

‘Tne orov1n01al LTovemmert ‘nowever,‘proved unsympathetic to .

the request1lor a{nospltal and did nothinv.'

Fdltorwals 1n notn the md]l aod Lne Hera]d during 1900

'ayeventually 1n01ted une CltLZeﬂu to take definite actwon on tha

knosoltal matter.” In»” rch, 1901, a deleﬂatlop lrom Qevelstoke
;'dlscussed w1th the orov1n01al Lovernment the ouestwon of a
a_lo \ al for Revelbtoke.gok The orov1ncwal “overnnent sub—
seouently agfeed to rovvde 94 OOO towards the cost of the
ro osed hospltal,81 In Karch 1901, the Revelstoke hosoltal
Soc1ety”wa530fflclaily,incorporated. . In uay members 01 the

/ooc1ety met w1th a reoresentatlve of the VlctorwanOrder of

a;FuPses; and 1n July 3.R. Atklns Secretarv of the 8001nty, was

~able to announce that +he Vlctorlan Order of Kurses and 1ts

B auXLllary, the Vlc oria Cotuase Hosoltal Fund had subscrlbed

f;@l SOO towards a hosoltal for: Revelotoke.82 In return, thej

;'hosnltal, when bullt would ‘be called the Oueen Vlctorla Cottage
'Hosoltal and would be ooerated vnder the ragulatlons governwng
‘the Vlctorlan Order of Yurses. Ln addltlon to the monles promwsed

“?by the two orlvate Grouos and oy the oovernment Lbe Ladles'

| ‘791"Revelstoke Kootonay Mail, May'h;)1900.;
'~80”7 V1ctor1a Colonlst March 9, 1901._a'

'kaella Revelstoke hootenay ha11 Au:ust 9 1901

v : go f'f J,<Ibld‘ ; u]_y 19, 190l.l
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'Auy111arj to the Hosoltal Soc1ety embarked on an . enerfetlc

"camoalgn to ra ise funds. ‘The citizens of Revelstoke resnonded
 generous1 , and wnen the first annval meeting of the Reve]ucoke

: Hosnltal 0001ety took nlace on Aurust 5 1901, Atklno was aole

‘to reoort t vi‘the Soéi ety had over SS,OOO’promised from variocus a"
ltsources. ‘5 As ueilfaseche,hosplcal;Lund5 moneY'was also sub-
\'scrlbed forkannambul"nee~for velstoke, and on August’9,71901,

Qit arrived in’theucﬁty}v'ByFAugust, 1902;'the hospita 'W*S’finisb;"
‘ ed and readf for uk‘ gélkThe‘hoSpital; when completed, cost,
iaporonlmately 312 00 O d~In<February, 1902, the Vic or;an Order
1of Nurses secured a,Dis ict Nurse for Revelstok
| In June, 1909 the R Ve15coke Hosoltal 8001ecv declded to
?construct a new win g on the nosoltal and finished the structure’
'1910'85 In 1914 W. Abrahamoon obtalned a contract for
"Revelstoke’s nresenu‘nosolcal kand completed the bulldlng at a
cost of $85'OOO.' The new GueenkV1CUor1a H0501cal was onened to
tbe publlc on June ¢8 1913 56 ‘ _ 4

An actlve oreanlzaclon in Revelstoke has been the Board of
Lrade., Prlor to 1895 there had been several suggestlons that

.87 :
gthe merchants of the town should form such an organizat 1on, 7kbut;

c'not untll July, 1895, was there any real resoonse to the

83 ‘¢ReVe13toke.KootenaY Mail, August 9, 1901,
’34 Revelstoke‘Herald Au&ust 1k, 1902

"85 RevelstokefOoserver, July 2 1902 Revelstoke Revwew June‘
29, 9k0. o T v L

w‘86’:!": Revelsﬁoke’MailAHerald, June*l9,'l913.'

- 87 _ReveIStokeﬁKootenav Mail, July 6, 1895.
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‘~sugge5tio In July a me ting was held in tne town to dlfcu

A*ofthe prellmlnary steps neceSSer to o*ganlze a Board o? Trade.
“”TThe meetlnf re%ulted in the‘e¢ect10n of C.E. ohaw as peoretary
 *ow;tn;1nstruco1ons‘to secure the necessary powers of 1ncorporatlbn;*
nao:from»the‘?edefal governmon%;.g9 On AUEUSt 1z, the Revelstoke |
'Board of irade, with th’VtY~&ﬂfee members, was officially estei-

llshed 'J.b Yellle; the hcmber of the Legislative Assembly,

= 80. .
waskthe 1r5u pre51deno. 9‘ Ballle r951gned as ore51dept almost

.>1mned1ately Decause he felt th at 1 is leglslatlve duties would loxvi)

ﬂf~perﬁ1t him to give aaequate dtoeptlon to the affairs of the

<

0
Board 0¢ Trade.9 o J.u. Slbbald and H N Cour51er were tnen

‘kelected pre81dent and v1ce ore51dent respectlvely.gl
| In future vearq the Board of Trade worked energeolcally

»;for Revelstoke s beneth usy ng jtself w1tr the problem of

'thp town51te dlspute the-ouestion'of,clearing the Columbia River

'above Reve15ooke for pav1gatlon and of establlshlng a sueamer
jserv1ce to the Blg Bend Lne suogect ofylower rallwaj Lrevght
rates; and the fvvthng for tne 1ncorporatlop of RevelonPe 92

7Today the Revelotoke Board of Tr de is st111 carry 1g on v1gorously,

88 i-;_,Revelstoke Kootenay Mail, July 13 1895.
89 Ibld., August 17, 1895,
'_90obiIb1d., Seotember 21 1895

,99] 'Revelstoke Review, Tune 29 l9hO ‘Revelstoke Yootenay hall
rSentemoer 21, 18 ;, Vdncouver hews Herald June 14, 1943,
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neflt of the bWHmunltv and ol its membﬁz

& 'work*nﬂ'for bbth”tbe
and Ws one of tbe moet eneréetlc hoerde,of Trade in British
'dColumbla.“ . s

One of tne wars 1n whlch the tomn51te dwspute harmed Revel~ =

‘fstoke was the manner in ”h;Cn 1t berred barking s services to the

f etownSDeoole for several years.n As early as DeLCMbCP 1801 )
”:otne peoole of RevelstOAe were a°k¢n¢ why the. Bank of *“1tvsm’*
‘35ﬁooolumola and the oapk OL MOntreal were both planning to opend?
4;branches 1p Nelson out not in nevelsb0{e.93. The answer to |
the ouestlon was blaln no renuta le uenk or commer01al house'
fwould rlsk bulldlns ouarters on lots fo wblch the tltle deeds
'fwere 1n doubt Altﬁough the bu51ness men of Revelstoke pers1qted |
an thelr efforts to oersuade a bank to come to Revelstoke they
':rwere unsuccessful urtll 1897 when it became p0531b1e for the
‘jbanks to acqulre sar tltles to lots.94 In Feoruarv 1897, the |
~rImDer1a1 Bank the LlrSt bank in. Revelstoke, opened its doors.?5
fIh Aprll 1898 Revelstoke's secona oank Nolson*s, opened to

96

the publlc. , holson*s Bank was absorbed by the Bank of montreale

in’ 1924 o7 and the brdncq of the Bapk of Montreal in Revelstoke

was eventually w1thdrawn and reolaced oy the Canadﬂan rank of

93b‘jRevelstoke Eootenay. Star, December 19, 1891

7 V*Revelstoke Herald February 6 1897.1
- 95 &;Revelstoke Kootenay Mall, rebruary 27 1897
96 Ibid., April 30, 1898,

;e97';kV1ctor1a COlOnlSu, October 30 l92h
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- Commerce. Today the Imperial Bank of Canada and the Canadian

. Bank of Commerce are serving the community.




Chapter Nlne

Newspapers

A colourful and 1nterest1ng aspect of Revelstoke's past
t>lS the story of the neWSpapers and the men who publlshed and
vedlted them. In the ploneerlng days of Brltlsh Columbla ‘_pi
neWSpaper men usually said what they thought and often lived
ﬂkto regret their words.. Quarrels between country newspapers k
fﬂwere almost contlnuous. A town whlch was 1arge enough to

d rboast two papers 1nev1tably found 1tself d1v1ded into two :i
'wf’factlons at the head of whlch would be arrayed the rival newsef
‘ipapers. These quarrels were often spontaneous. Mbre often they
bprobabli were agreed to by the rlval edltors to boost circu-
s.latlons. In the days before the radlo entered almost every
'fhome, the 1ocal neWSpaper was the only source of news, and,
:therefore, was a most valuable 1nstrument for swaylng the p;hnk
}foplnlons of the people of the locallty one way or another,p

| Revelstoke was no exceptlon." k o : _ |
’ The flrst h1nt of a newspaper in the Blg Bend area appeared ;k,
f;lﬁ December 1865, when a ‘rumour spread that the presses and :

”fequlpment for a Journal entltled the Big Bend Independent weére -

7btbound for the reglon.l The paper was to be independent polltlcally,’.
3~-and devoted to the general interests of the country. There is
'nf,no further“word,asuto whether or not the newspaper everjappeared.n

eg,'l - ViCtorfa?Colonist,fDeoember”9;]1865.kl




. It 1s unllkely that 1t dld " In Aprll 1885, it was reported

._that a small prlntlng press for the Revelstoke Courler was
:expected to arrive in Revelstoke early that summer.?, Theu
'dCourler too, apparently falled to appear.,v v | , ,

T The Revelstoke area's flrst paper of whlch there are actual

coples 1n exlstence today 1s The Truth whlch probably flrst

H"ffappeared on June 2, 1888 at Donald, then a d1v1s1onal p01nt on

°fpthe Canadlan Pac1f1c Rallway.B‘ The edltor, John Houston, a

ffcolourful newspaper and polltlcal flgure in the hlstory of

s lBrltlsh Columbla, ev1dently -had trouble with hls.prlntlng

press for he dld not produce his second edltlon until June BO.LP
fThe paper cons1sted of elght small pages full of local g0551p
'and mlnlng news. It was a weekly, appearlng on Saturdays and
'pcost ten cents per. copy. As an appeal to prospectlve sub-
”~scr1bers, The Truth carried the follow1ng not1ce°k;
krdBlrth Notlces (51mply to encourage a home .
industry) will be printed free, provided
. the child weighs over eight pounds; if tw1gs,
‘;,a bonus of $5 w1ll ‘be granted the parents.

:”T,The last issue of The Truth probably appeared about August 1889.

'd~lHouston moved to New Westmlnster to start The Truth afresh there

7

in September, 1889,: and eventually moved on. to Nelson beglnnlng

g nVlctorla Colonist, Aprll 7, 1885.‘;f

b" Kamloops Inland Sentlnel June 16, 1888
 Donald The Truth, June 30, 1888,

© Ibid., July 28, 1888 |
v,dKamloops Inland Sentlnel August 10 1889.

' New Westmlnster The Truth September 5 1889.]
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‘f 'the publlcatlon of the Nelson Mlnero

The flrst paper actually to be prlnted in Revelstoke the

ZldKootenay Star, made 1ts debut on June 22, 1889. It was a four- i x
“«page edltion whlch appeared under the edltorshlp of James‘w :
o Vall.g Hugh McCutcheon,_the owner and publisher of the Kamloops—
stentlnel was the owner of the Star, but he left the operatlon of',
| the newspaper to Vall 9 ~In January, 1891, Vail left Revelstoke,f’
~ and he was. succeeded flrst by D.d. Klng, late edltor of the
v»Sentlnel and then, in September 1891 by R;W Northey, a
5':prom1nent flgure 1n subsequent newspaper work in Revelstoke.
Ekaorthey remalned as edltor untll September, 1893, when he left

o for a hollday in Toronto.~ His career as a newspaper man in

N Revelstoke however, was not f;nlshed.; , | ]

"f;i Durlng and after Northey s edltorshlp, the Star suffered
"}flnanc1ally.: The subscrlbers and merchants of Revelstoke began k

. to crltlclze the manner in whlch the newspaper was belng operated

: ‘and eventually w1thhe1d thelr support. The paper struggled on ffk
f’untll March 31 189A when 1t flnally ceased publlcatlon. In 1ts'

experlences of all small newspapers of the era, when 1t sald'“

:jf"I am leav1ng w1th the snow; I am going Tout of s;ght°'
o My twinklings you will never see againg.
- I am very glad to quit this uncongenlal sphere
'bOn whlch my br1gh+ effulgence shone in valn.¢

‘8”’prevelstoke Rev1ew, June 29, l9h0."”

9 Campbell ‘B.R., "The Kootenay Mail: Revelstoke's second
':newspaper," Brltlsh Columbia Historical Quarterly, vol, 15 -

,(January-Aprll 1951), Pe 2.

’y

.valedlctory, the Kbotenay Star summed up 1ts experlences, and the L




s

’};'Twas dlfficult to please more than one or two each week,
~ For each reader had an idea of his own T ‘
~On every topic 'neath the sun, how a paper should be run,
- And scrupled not to let the same be known. '

N Itve been cr1t1c1zed and cuss'd Itve been v1ct1mlzed and wuss:
- I've been starved and neglected and unloved, f ’
- Without a dollar or a cent, all my debts pa1d but the rent
LIn the Journallstlc boneyard I am shoved.f

R ThlS is my last farewell but I'm not g01ng to ha--
- As some of my dear frlends have -wished of yore; .
.80 I'1ll bid you all adieu; I'1l just leave you '1n the stew" T
- As a- STAR I'll never tw1nkle -any more° ‘ SRR

I am nothlng 1oth (81c) to go, to give the MAIL a show'

But I wish to make this sole and last request'~-——, g :
Vouchsafe to. my successor what. you would not g1ve to me --=-
A living --- in thls wild and wooly west.lo

5r~ffLong before the Kootenay Star ceased publlcatlon, hOWever,

?che stlrrlngs of a new newspaper venture had begun. In 1893 some
l}bu31ness men in Revelstoke formed the Revelstoke Prlntlng and

;fPubllshlng cOmpany, lelted.ll In January, 189h, the shareholders

- met to elect offlcers and chose W M. Brown and A H. Holdlch as
'lmanaglng d1rector and secretary respectlvely of the company., On
:Aprll lh, 1894, Revelstoke’s second newspaper appeared for the

1f1rst tlme.r R W.. Northey, the former editor of the Star, was

ﬁthe flrst edltor of the Kootenay Mall, Thefpaper~was a~weekly,
;sand in 1ts flrst edltorlal sa1d° ' ’

,;;;[The MAIL has no 'pull' w1th any 1nd1v1dual
~.corporation, or political party, but will

“. pursue a strlctly independent course on the

. dividing wall, which will enable it to take =

7 a whack at any offendlng head whlch pops up
on elther side.+ :

JThe Mail added that mlnlng 1nterests would have flrst place in

| 1o Revelstoke Kootenay Star March 31 1894. o S
"frlll Campbell loc. cit.

12 Revelstoke Kootenay Mall Aprll lh, 189h.
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1ts columnseppﬁ,;

One of the most spect~cular aSpects of the Mall was a

fcolumn entltled ”Thlngs sald and done about town n wrltten under-

; the psuedonym of "Dlogenes. The auuhor was probably edltor

Northey,)but proof of the writer's wdentlty is lacklngoiB:
'Dlogenes" wrote 1n an outs oken, aau51ng style about local and

prov1n01al matters, and made both frlends and ‘enemies for the

f'newspaper.‘ He had no scrusles about the subgects of his columns,‘

and was not above attacklng even the members of the publlshlng

'ucompany whlch employed hlm.d In March 1895, "Dlogenes" made
‘some caustlc comments aboue a case before the local pollce ;
dcourt and as a result offernded some of the dlrectors of the ,
‘”Revelstoke Prlntlng and Pub’vshlng Company.lé They dec1ded to
- eoust Northey. Northey barr*caded hlmself withln the offices of
"the Mall and locked out ths dlrectors. Eventually, he had to

Vmake a sortle for refreShme_ts and the dlrectors took control

of the bu11d1ng.15 Prevloun’y, however on March 9, 1895,,tW0 .

'issues of the Mall appeared ‘one presentlng Northey's side of

pthe dispute, the other favor”lng the dITECtorS' VleW-v Anyway,

Northey's tenure of offlce £s edltor of the Mall was deflnltely

\,endedO‘ James W° Vall the irst edztor ‘of the Star, succeeded
, Northey, and in his flrst is ue, Dﬂealed for peace between the
djfwarrlng factlons.l6 The new'daper f aQaSNSpllt the Revelstoke'

13 'Campbell op. c1t., D- c.
14 Ibld., pp. -5 o
15 Ibid., p. 5.

'dl6’ ~Revél$toke'Kootenay‘Ma",jﬁarch“lés21895‘
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Prlntlng and Publlshlng Company into two camps, d1v1ded Upper

'and Lower Town, caused a lawsult between Northey and the pub- s

o llshlng company over back wages due Northey, and brlefly became e
ibd the maJor 1ssue 1n Revelstoke. Vall's plea for peace and sanlty

7'; was eventually successful and the paper gradually settled back

,to its routlne llfe.‘ Northey,’the cause of all the exc1tement
”ﬁ:left Revelstoke, and eventually ‘resumed newspaper work in Ross-

’: 1and.:’L7, . o i 3
: s After the Northey 1nc1dent the owners of the Mail were
"7\not happy about the condltlon of the paper and not SurprlSlnglyrcd

\dlsposed of the Mall in Aprll 1896 to B. R. Atklns and J. A.)
,and Atklns had also had former newspaper experlence.- Under the

as owners and publlshers of the Mall until March 31 1898 when
ithey dlssolved thelr partner<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>