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IN A GARDEN OF SMALL TREES [BONSAI]: 

SUITE FOR SOLO P IANO 
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TRIO FOR PIANO, VIOLA AND VIOLONCELLO 

® Frank James Wallace, 1989 
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WATER SEASONS 

Text by Frank Wallace 

Prologue: 

From night ' s dark to day's l i gh t fcm dawn to dusk, snow, 
r a i n and mist, frost, sleet and fog are taken from sea, 
given to r iver . 

What strange! Water held sky holds ocean's pleasure. 

Winter Night: 

Homeless snow in rags and t a t t e r s d r i f t s along the icy 
sidewalks. 

I t gusts across s t reet lamps to momentary s t i l l n e s s unt i l 
the wind chases i t once more. 

Spr ing ' s Dawn: 

The f i r s t dawn of spring season, the r i s i ng sun, throwinq 
aside h i s heavy cloud blankets, cas ts with s leet l i ne and 
a f i ne golden reel to l i gh t l y hook the f i r s t purple 
crocus through melting snow. 

Spring Morning: 

Young ra ins of spring c l ing to the greening maple 
branches embroidering bright diamonds a l l gleaming on a 
brown brocade. 

Sumner Noon: 

A storm bat ta l ion 's g l i t t e r and roar invades the heat 
soaked streets. 

With thunderous shout and b r i l l i a n t f i r e they tramp the 
lawns and beat a pommelling r a i n ; they spray bu l le ts of 
ha i l at windows and walls, porches and eaves, gardens and 
walks, branches and trees. 

With a v i c t o r y shout and one l as t f l i c k e r i n g mutter they 
are gone. 

Nothing remains to mark the i r passing but broken twigs' 
and Le.aves and puddles that f l a sh as they weep in the 
gut te r . 



An Early Frost: 

Arctic air paid his respects th i s morning and scattered 
elegant white ca l l ing cards myriad in sparkling points 
along the edges of the sidewalks. 

This afternoon he re s t s in deep shadow out of reach of 
the sun. 

Cold Snap: 

Winter stars! They charm the night with their laughter. 
Lightly they throw their radiance down through a 
labyrinth of branches, a s l id ing labyrinth of branches. 

That wind-swept ice which l i e s in wait at the edqe of the 
lawn r e f l e c t s their nimble games, the i r ,ghos t ly sonq, 
the ir ghost ly , laughing song. 

Epilogue: 

From day's l i gh t to n ight ' s dark, from dusk to dawn, 
snow, fog and rain, in yearly measure are taken from 
r i v e r , given to sea. 

What strange! Sky held ocean holds a world of pleasure. 



WATER SEASONS: 

SONGS FOR A CAPPELLA CHOIR 

0 Frank James Wallace, 1989 
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nPLAMATIOH OF HOTATH* 

HOTATIO* SYMBOL 

1. 2 

EXAMPLE OR 
PAGE BAA 

f5l-5now 
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HEAHINS 

- speak the bracketed consonant f o r the 
noted dura t ion . In cases where the 
consonant 1s the beginning of a word, 
the f i r s t vowel sound of tha t word must 
be sung at the beat where the word 1s 
wr i t t en 1n f u l l . Do not r epea t the 
I n i t i a l consonant. 

- s t r a i g h t g l l s s a n d o b e g i n n i n g 
Iraedlately on the beat and p i tch noted, 
ending on the p i tch noted. Notes 1n 
b r a c k e t s b e n e a t h , on o r above t h e 
gl lssando l i ne merely show d u r a t i o n , 
not p i t ch , ( e . g . , p. 19 bar 56, p. 45 
Bar 16) 

- small unstemmed no tes In b r a c k e t s 
d e f i n e enharmonic e q u i v a l e n t s f o r 
eas ie r score reading. 

- the pa r t s a l l s p l i t on the next page as 
shown ( fu l l page score) . 

- pulse the vowel as shown. j 

- w a v e r i n g g l l s s a n d o b e g i n n i n g 
Imnedlately on the pitch and beat noted 
In t h e d i r e c t i o n of the l i n e to an 
Indeterminate p i t ch . 

- each vocal sect ion Is wri t ten on only 
one l i ne on the next page. (4 l i ne 
score) 

- s t r a igh t l ine waver around noted p i t c h , 
up to a quarter tone each s ide . 

-wave r ing g l l ssando from f i r s t p i t c h , 
t h r o u g h s e c o n d n o t e d p i t c h 
( a p p r o x i m a t e ) ending on p i t c h 1n 
brackets . 

- th i s consonant 1s unvoiced. 

- widely varying gl lssando between the -
notes, ending with an upward scoop, as 
expressed by a person t ry ing to ge t 
h is /her balance on a sl ippery su r f ace . 

- upward scoop. 



• 

36. 

Pftpix^ue -A 

! i .j ^ 6of 

Ace 
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jxroAyain, a jpmtmlUî  pemreUing y pirrcUiî  
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winter Winter stars, l̂ Kn̂ rhs, ĥrtiluSbrs, winWsbrt, winter 4tvrsv 

•*IrUr Stars, J ^ ^ 
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