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flie giii*Qj!©tî /'-o;f British eolaiaMa 
0etob©r, 194? 



THE HISTORY OP WEST VANCOUVER 

The M u n i c i p a l i t y of West Vancouver on February 
27, 1912 was created by an Act of the l e g i s l a t i v e Assembly of 
the Province of B r i t i s h Columbia* This community i s s i t u a t e d 
on the n o r t h shore of Bur r a r d I n l e t at approximately 49° 20' 
n o r t h l a t i t u d e d i r e c t l y west of the F i r s t Narrows between the 
Capilano R i v e r and Howe Sound. The s i g n i f i c a n c e of the 
h i s t o r y of West Vancouver l i e s i n i t s unique a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 
the i n d u s t r i a l development of the Greater Vancouver area. 
The l o c a t i o n of t h i s community destined i t to become a f i n e 
r e s i d e n t i a l suburb of the metropolis of Vancouver. The c i t y 
of Vancouver grew i n a l l d i r e c t i o n s from i t s o r i g i n a l s i t e 
u n t i l i t covered f o r t y - f i v e square miles.- Th© i n t e r m i n g l i n g 
of i n d u s t r i a l and r e s i d e n t i a l areas due to the l a c k of 
adequate town planning r e s u l t e d i n the decrease i n land v a l u e s ; 
As a remedy f o r t h i s s i t u a t i o n there was an exodus o f the 
i n h a b i t a n t s from the c i t y center towards the o u t l y i n g areas 
where ple n t y of land was a v a i l a b l e . This widening process where 
the f r i n g e s of settlement keep expanding i s not the most e f f i c i e n t 
s o l u t i o n f o r the development of Vancouver. The d e c e n t r a l i z a t i o n 
of the po p u l a t i o n to newer areas u n s p o i l e d by i n d u s t r y has 
r e s u l t e d i n the development of many suburbs. West Vancouver 
i s one of these " s a t e l l i t e " communities of Vancouver C i t y 
which has become s p e c i a l i z e d as a r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . 

I n d u s t r i a l development i n West Vancouver has 
been prevented by the rugged topography. The geology of t h i s 
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area r e v e a l s no important mineral wealth, the timber has been 
logged o f f and the f i s h e r i e s have moved f u r t h e r n o r t h . These 
f a c t o r s have l i m i t e d the growth of the pop u l a t i o n i n t h i s 
community, they -had also conditioned i t s b r i e f i n d u s t r i a l 
development and l a t e r converted t h i s area i n t o a r e s i d e n t i a l 
suburb of Vancouver. In 1926 when i t became evident that 
i n d u s t r y would not be a t t r a c t e d to West Vancouver a Town 
Planning Act was adopted to make t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y a r e s i d e n t i a l 
a r e a / The only advantage of t h i s community was i t s close 
p r o x i m i t y to the C i t y of Vancouver. The growth of West 
Vancouver was slow u n t i l B r i t i s h f i n a n c i e r s invested t h e i r 
c a p i t a l i n t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y . The B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s 
p r o j e c t commenced i n October, 1932 when A. R. Guiness 
purchased four thousand acres of land on the lower l e v e l s of 
Hollyburn Ridge between the Capilano R i v e r and W h y t e c l i f f i 

The key to the development of West Vancouver i s i t s 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system which i s necessary f o r the movement 
of the working population between t h e i r homes and t h e i r 
places of occupation. Over a p e r i o d of f o r t y years few other 
B r i t i s h Columbian m u n i c i p a l i t e s have had such a v a r i e t y of 
t r a n s i t s e r v i c e s . These t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s are e s s e n t i a l 
i n maintianing a balanced d i s t r i b u t i o n of the population and 
preventing a pronounced congestion i n the o l d e r s e t t l e d p a r t s 
of the community and an underdevelopment of the o u t l y i n g 
areas. The opening of the Lions Gate Bridge i n 1938 was the 
most outstanding event i n the h i s t o r y of West Vancouver as the 



i i i 
former means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n were not adequate to encourage • 
people to l i v e at such a distance from t h e i r places of 
employment. The l o c a l autonomy of the m u n i c i p a l i t y began 
to d e c l i n e a f t e r the opening of the Lions Gate Bridge as West 
Vancouver commenced to merge w i t h the greater metropolitan 
area. 

The development of the p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s i n West 
Vancouver has been governed by two f a c t o r s , the rugged 
topography of the m u n i c i p a l i t y and i t s close p r o x i m i t y to 
Vancouver C i t y . The problem of supplying many s c a t t e r e d 
s e c t i o n s of t h i s d i s t r i c t has resu-lted i n an increase i n the 
cost of p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s to the e n t i r e area. The rugged 
topography of the m u n i c i p a l i t y has n e c e s s i t a t e d the development 
of three separate water systems. The large outcropping of 
g r a n i t e i n the western s e c t i o n of the m u n i c i p a l i t y has 
prevented the i n s t a l l a t i o n of a complete sewerage system. West 
Vancouver' has become a r e s i d e n t i a l community of s u p e r i o r 
homes and the lack of i n d u s t r i a l development w i t h i n the 
m u n i c i p a l i t y has forced the taxes to be l e v i e d on the lan d . 
In the case of West Vancouver t h i s method of t a x a t i o n has not 
r e s u l t e d i n an unbalanced budget but i t has made i t e s s e n t i a l 

f o r the p u b l i c works programme to be operated i n a slow and 
c a r e f u l manner so that the f i n a n c i a l s t a t u s of the community 
w i l l not be impaired. Before the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of West 
Vancouver the e a r l y r e s i d e n t s each s u p p l i e d t h e i r own u t i l i t i e s 
but a f t e r 1912 the m u n i c i p a l i t y c o n t r o l l e d the p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s 
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and the previous i n d i v i d u a l e n t e r p r i s e s were c o n s o l i d a t e d . 
By 1947 the tendency f o r amalgamation with the Greater 
Vancouver P u b l i c U t i l i t i e s Commission was evident as f u t u r e 
population increases can be served more adequately by t h i s 
method. 

West Vancouver must o f f e r i t s c i t i z e n s the same 
advantages as those enjoyed by the population of Greater 
Vancouver, otherwise, the r e s i d e n t i a l development w i l l be 
d e t r i m e n t a l l y a f f e c t e d . The s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n West 
Vancouver were s t a r t e d as independent groups and i n the e a r l y 
days they were s i m i l a r to thos of other B r i t i s h Columbian 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . The unique feature of the West Vancouver 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s however l a y i n the f a c t that as t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s improved they began to hold j o i n t meetings w i t h 
those of the metropolitan center. In 1947 West Vancouver's 
s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s were not separate e n t i t i e s but were a f f i l i ­
ated w i t h those of Greater Vancouver. This has increased 
t h e i r e f f i c i e n c y and they are able to o f f e r the r e s i d e n t s 
s o c i a l b e n e f i t s s i m i l a r to those enjoyed by the population of 
the C i t y of Vancouver. The importance of West Vancouver l i e s 
i n t h e . f a c t that i t i s the r e s i d e n t i a l h i n t e r l a n d of the 
metropolis of Vancouver. Many of i t s problems i n overcoming 
topographical d i f f i c u l t i e s , b u i l d i n g roads and supplying 
p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s were s i m i l a r to those of other B r i t i s h 
Columbian M u n i c i p a l i t i e s , but the s o l u t i o n s reached by t h i s 
community d i f f e r e d because t h i s area has never been s e l f -



s u f f i c i e n t . I t s growth has been governed by i t s close assoc­
i a t i o n w i t h the i n d u s t r i a l development of the Greater Vancouver 
area. Other B r i t i s h Columbian M u n i c i p a l i t i e s are s e l f 
supporting and have grown as a r e s u l t of i n t e r n a l stimulus 
but West Vancouver i s a r e s i d e n t i a l community which e x i s t s 
because of outside i n f l u e n c e s . Another unusual "feature of 
t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y i s that i t only needs a small commercial 
area due to the f a c t that most business i s conducted i n 
Vancouver C i t y . No other community i n B r i t i s h Columbia i s 
so completely dependent upon i t s i n t e r r e l a t i o n w i t h a vast 
i n d u s t r i a l area. The growth of West Vancouver i s dependent 
on the expansion of Vancouver center and the two areas can be 
d i r e c t l y c o r r e l a t e d . The pop u l a t i o n of West Vancouver 
i n 1931 was 1.5$ the t o t a l p o p ulation of Greater Vancouver and 
by 1941 t h i s had increased to 2$. I t i s a n t i c i p a t e d that 
West Vancouver's r a t i o i n common w i t h other m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
w i l l increase as the population of the c i t y center decreases. 
Thus based upon the estimated population of Greater Vancouver 
i n 1971 as 650,000 West Vancouver's population w i l l be 25,000 
although many circumstances may d i s r u p t t h i s even tenor of 
growth. West Vancouver i s a s a t e l l i t e community of Vancouver 
C i t y and i n the future i t w i l l continue t o develop as an area 
of s i n g l e homes. Under the s u p e r v i s i o n of a town plan the 
community w i l l develop i n t o one of the most b e a u t i f u l 
r e s i d e n t i a l suburbs of Greater Vancouver. 
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THE HISTORY OF WEST YAHCOUTER 

CHAPTER I 

West Vancouver was created by an Act of the 

Le g i s l a t i v e Assembly of the Province of B r i t i s h Columbia on 

February 27, 1912. This community i s situated on the north 

shore of Burrard Inlet at approximately 49° 20' north 

l a t i t u d e , just outside the F i r s t Narrows, between the 

Capilano River and Howe Sound. Before 1912, the Municipality 

of West Vancouver had been Wards One and Two, and was 

usually referred to as the West Capilano D i s t r i c t of the 

Municipality of North Vancouver, with which i t was f i r s t i n ­

corporated i n 1891. In the terms of the- West Vancouver 

Incorporation Act of 1912: 

a l l that tract of land bounded as follows: 
commencing at a point where the east bound­
ary of Lot 875 intersects the north boundary 
of the present Municipality of North Vancouver; 
thence west along the said north boundary to 
a point i n Howe Sound on the li n e of the said 
north boundary produced distant one thousand 
feet west from the easterly shore of said 
Howe Sound; thence southerly p a r a l l e l to and 
following the meanderings of the said north 
shore of Burrard Inlet to a point of i n t e r ­
section one thousand feet distant south from 
the south-west corner of Lot 264, and in l i n e 
with the west boundary of said Lot £64 pro­
duced; thence north-easterly and northerly 
along the west boundary of said Lot 264 to 
the north-west corner thereof; thence con­
tinuing northerly along the west boundary of 
Lot 825 to the north-west corner thereof, 
said corner being on the south boundary of 
Lot 764; thence westerly along the said bound­
ary of Lot 764 to the south-west corner of 
Lot 764; thence north along the west boundary 
of said Lot 764 to the north-west corner 
thereof; thence easterly along the north 



boundary of Lot 764 to the south-east 
corner of Lot 762; thence north along the 
east boundaries of Lots 763, 761, 603 and 
the. east boundary of Lot 605 to the point of 
intersection with the centre l i n e of the 
Capilano River; thence following said centre 
l i n e westerly to the west boundary of Lot 605 
thence following the west boundary of Lot 605 
to the north-west corner of said Lot 605; 
thence north along the east boundary of the 
said Lot 875 to point of commencement; and 
the l i m i t s of the present Municipality of North 
Vancouver s h a l l be reduced by the exclusion 
from i t s present l i m i t s of so much of said 
tract of land as i s included i n the present 
Municipality of North Vancouver. 1 

The significance of the history of West Vancouver 

l i e s in i t s unique association with the i n d u s t r i a l development 

of the Greater Vancouver area. The location of this community 

destined i t to become a fine r e s i d e n t i a l suburb of the 

metropolis of Vancouver. The c i t y of Vancouver grew from i t s 

o r i g i n a l commercial section at False Creek and spread i n 

a l l directions for f o r t y - f i v e square miles, but due to the 

lack of adequate town planning the i n d u s t r i a l and r e s i d e n t i a l 

areas intermingled, r e s u l t i n g i n a decrease i n land values. 

As a remedy for t h i s s i t u a t i o n there was an exodus of the i n ­

habitants from the center of the c i t y towards the c i t y 

limits"where plenty of land was a v a i l a b l e . This widening 

process where the fringes of settlement kept expanding was 

not the most e f f i c i e n t solution for the development of 

Vancouver. The c i t y centw became burdened with areas which 

1. West Vancouver Incorporation Act, 1912, 2 Geo. 5 Ch. 60, 
Statutes of B r i t i s h Columbia. 1913, V i c t o r i a , Kings 
Pri n t e r , 1913. 
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had l o s t their former status and value. This decentralization 

of the population to the new areas unspoiled by industry 

res u l t e d in the development of many suburbs and outlying 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . West Vancouver is. one of these " s a t e l l i t e " 

communities of Vancouver City which has become s p e c i a l i z e d 

as a r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t because of i t s geographical 

l i m i t a t i o n s . 

West Vancouver i s the only other area, except 

Shaughnessy Heights, in Greater Vancouver to be unspoiled 

by industrialism. It was not the early intent of these 

s e t t l e r s in West Vancouver to bar industries but the fact 

that the topography was unsuitable for t h e i r development. 

West Vancouver has been r e s t r i c t e d to a r e s i d e n t i a l community of 

superior homes and therefore, has had to face the problems 

of the high cost of road development, public u t i l i t i e s , and 

essential municipal services. The sparse population and the 

lack of i n d u s t r i a l development within the municipality have 

forced the taxes to be levi e d on the land. In the case of 

th i s municipality t h i s has not resulted in an unbalanced 

budget, but has caused the public works programme to be 

operated in a slow and careful manner. 

West Vancouver remained for many years a small 

r e s i d e n t i a l area but the opening of the Lions Gate Bridge 

in 1938 marked one of the most decisive steps in the 

development of t h i s community. U n t i l the transportation problem 
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was solved this municipality could not r e a l i z e i t s f u l l 

p o t e n t i a l i t i e s . The large B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties project 

set a high standard for the r e s i d e n t i a l development of West 

Vancouver. This municipality became a new r e s i d e n t i a l area. 

for Vancouver with t r a f f i c a r t e r i e s leading to the c i t y , and 

yet i t remained unspoiled by the industrialism and suffered 

less from b l i g h t and deterioration than other suburbs of 

Vancouver. West Vancouver's r o l e i n the future w i l l be as a 

r e s i d e n t i a l area which is dependent on the i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n 

of Greater Vancouver. 

The topography and geology have molded the 

destiny of t h i s municipality for i t is hemmed in by the 

mountains and the sea, thus t h i s d i s t r i c t has length but not 

width. The mountains on the North Shore of Burrard Inlet 

form part of the southern margin of the Coast Range. The 

most important mountain peaks r i s i n g between Howe Sound and 

the Capilano Valley are Black Mountain, Mount Strahan, the 

Lions and Mount Brunswick. The flat-topped ridge which has 
p 

an extension of 3,000 feet i s known as Hollyburn Ridge. 

West Vancouver i s surrounded by mountains which l i m i t the number 

of transportation routes and cause an unproductive and 

sparsely s e t t l e d area. West Vancouver covers thirty-two 

2. Burwash, Edward, Moore, Jackson, The Geology of Vancouver  
and V i c i n i t y . Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 1918, 
15. The summits suceed each other along i t s crest from 
south to north in the following order: Black Mountain, 
4,200; Mount Strahan, 5,000 feet; the Lions, 5,800 feet and 
Mou#t Brunswick, 5,900 fe e t . 
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square miles, "but a l l t h i s land is not available for a town 

s i t e . It i s un l i k e l y that the lands above the 2£>00 foot 

contour l i n e w i l l be developed, t h i s reduces the available 

area to somewhat less than.twenty square miles. The most 

inhabited section of the municipality is- in the f l a t t e s t 

portion of land between the Capilano River, Seventeenth Street, 

Hollyburn Ridge and Burrard I n l e t . The remainder of the 

population i s d i s t r i b u t e d into several r e s t r i c t e d areas, such 

as West Bay, C a u l f e i l d , Cypress, Horseshoe Bay, Fishermans 

Cove, Dundarave and Sherman. A l l of these are is o l a t e d from 

each other by rugged ridges of gray granite. The area which 

l i e s within West Vancouver presents a mountainous aspect, and 

i t is the nature of t h i s rugged topography which has determined 

the location of the settlements i n thi s d i s t r i c t , and has made 

i t inadequate as an i n d u s t r i a l s i t e . 

The Capilano River forms a natural boundary between 

West Vancouver and the D i s t r i c t of North Vancouver. This 

r i v e r i s one of the main water supplies for the City of 

Vancouver. The West Vancouver's irr e g u l a r topography required 

many separate water systems in order to obtain s u f f i c i e n t 

pressure for the early settlements. The most important creeks 

which served as sources of supply in t h i s area were; Brothers • 

Creek, Cypress Creek and Nelson Creek. In addition to the above 

named creeks and streams there are many others which run a l l 

summer, thus West Vancouver is drained and i r r i g a t e d by 



numerous mountain streams. 

The action of gl a c i e r s formed many narrow and 

steep-walled, deep f i o r d s , which have given a prominent 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c to the West "Vancouver coast l i n e . From 

Burrard Inlet in the south to Howe Sound in the west, the 

Municipality of West Vancouver has a coastline of sixteen 

miles. This long coastline, which provides many sheltered 

harbours for small boats and also many holiday s i t e s , has 

the detrimental effect of encouraging a scattered population 

r e s u l t i n g in the high expense of providing public u t i l i t i e s . 

Westward from Hoilyburn, are a number of small coves and 

gravel or sandy beaches protected by rocky headlands, which 

become more numerous and rugged along the west coast of the 

in l e t and northward up Howe Sound. The most important bays 

and coves which encouraged early s e t t l e r s are Horseshoe Bay, 

Fisherman's Cover and West Bay. The entrance to Burrard 

Inlet i s c a l l e d l i o n ' s Gate or the F i r s t Narrowg^ which i s a 

channel about 1,200 feet wide between the north shore and the 

mainland. 

Geologically, West Vancouver may be described as 

part of the great mass of granitoid rock from which the 

3. The entrance to Burrard Inlet was f i r s t named in the old 
B r i t i s h admiralty charts "Lion's Gate", t h i s narrow 
entrance l i e s between Prospect Point in Stanley Park and 
the Mouth of the Capilano River in West Vancouver. 
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Coast Range was carved. In some places the granite mass 

gives way to soft sandstone and shale and here and there v o l ­

canic outcroppings appear. The oldest geological formation 

in t h i s region i s a small area i n C a u l f e i l d near Point 

Atkinson on the northern side of the entrance of Burrard 

Inlet which consists of banded schistose rock. The-large 

outcroppings of granitoid rock have had the detrimental 

eff e c t of making i t d i f f i c u l t to i n s t a l l water mains and 

impossible to lay sewer pipes in the western section of the 

municipality therefore i t i s u n l i k e l y that t h i s section of 

the d i s t r i c t w i l l ever become densely populated. 

The heavy p r e c / i p i t a t i o n in West Vancouver 

mountain area is of economic importance as a source of water 

supply and e l e c t r i c a l power for the c i t i e s of the lower 

mainland.. This area was once famous for the size and 

magnificence of Douglas f i r and Red Cedar stands. Today 

cedars and western hemlocks f l o u r i s h in the excessively moist 

areas and reach far up the mountains but the best timber 

has been logged o f f and only i n f e r i o r stands remain. The 

f l o r a of West Vancouver i s unusually varied i n the mountain 

slopes. The forest and flora of West Vancouver form a 

b e a u t i f u l r e s i d e n t i a l s e t t i n g . 

This region is the t r a n s i t i o n a l zone where 

southern and northern f l o r a and fauna overlap. One hundred 

and f i f t y years ago the region was famous for the presence of 
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otter, mink, martin and beaver which played an h i s t o r i c a l 

r ole by a t t r a c t i n g numerous fur traders and causing quicker 

exploration of the country. Today, however, these animals 

are r a r e l y seen i n West Vancouver. The most important f i s h 

in the waters of t h i s region is.salmon. 

Today West Vancouver has no industries because 

of the rugged topography, geology reveals no important 

mineral wealth, the timber has been logged o f f and the f i s h e r i e s 

have moved further north. Therefore, the most important, 

feature of West Vancouver is i t s close proximity to the 

i n d u s t r i a l centers of Greater Vancouver. 



CHAPTER I I . 

THE EARLY EXPLORATION IN THE VICINITY OP WEST VANCOUVER 

The Spanish had carried on explorations on the 

northwest P a c i f i c Coast intermittently since 1774. Although 

there are many accounts of apocryphal voyages to the S t r a i t s 

of Juan de Fuca, i t was not u n t i l 1789 when Martinez seized 

the "North, West America",* and appointed Jose Maria Narvaez to 

command her, that a d e f i n i t e report was made on the S t r a i t s 

of Juan.de Puca. He stated that he had seen the s t r a i t s whose 

entrance was located in 48° 30' latitude and 19° 28' longtitude 

west of San Bas and that they were approximately twenty-one 

miles wide. No-detailed account "by Narvaez himself of the 

short expedition has yet been located, but he made some type 

of chart as t h i s was used during the following expedition 

of the "Quimper" and " E l i z a " in 1790. 2 Prom the " E l i z a ' s " 

map, Narvaez's route passed the v i c i n i t y of.West Vancouver, 

the Rio de l a Aguada and west of Howe Sound. Burrard Inlet 

appears oh the map without any name, but the north point at 

the entrance, now calle d "Atkinson" was named "Bodega" ae i t 
3 

appears on the " E l i z a ' s " map. The land to the south of the 

1. Denton V. L i The Par West Coast. Toronto, J.M. Dent & 
Sons Ltd.,.1924, 176.. This was the f i r s t B r i t i s h ship 
b u i l t - i n the North P a c i f i c in 1788. It was.constructed 
under Mear's di r e c t i o n and was seized by the Spanish when 
he l e f t for the Orient. 

2. Wagner, Henry R«, Spanish Explorations i n the S t r a i t of  
Juan de Puca. Santa Ana, Pine Arts Press, 1933, 5. 

3. Wagner, Henry R.. ibid-

http://Juan.de
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Inlet was believed to be islands which Narvaez named "Langara". 

There is also an indicat i o n on the chart that there were Indian 

settlements at Point Atkinson and Point Grey. Howe Sound 

was investigated and c a l l e d "Bocas de Carmelo", Bowen Island 

and the small one to the west of i t being named "Apodoca". 

Narvaez proceeded further north and reached a point almost 

opposite the south point of Hardy Island.after t h i s he retraced 

his journey. 

On January 28, 1790, Bodega gave the " E l i z a " i t s 

orders - -,t!forti^fyfc^o,p.tkarset«rB*ilyif y I»ootka and also take 

up the problem of discovery. Although there were no 

instructions to investigate the S t r a i t s of Juan de Puca, t h i s 

was accomplished. The following years marked a great deal 

of a c t i v i t y on the northwest coast and amon|?h the vessels 

which entered the s t r a i t s were the " S u t i l " and "Mexieana" 

commanded by Don Dionisio Galiano and Don Cayelono Valdez. 

The Spaniards had an idea that Admiralty Inlet connected with 

the P a c i f i c in the neighborhood of the Columbia River. This 

resulted in the i r spending considerable time investigating 

Burrard Inlet, which was then c a l l e d Brazo de Ploridablanca, 

for i t was thought that th>»e 'mete, two outlets, one by way of 

t h i s i n l e t and the other into Bellingham Bay and through the 

channel between Lummi Island and the mainland towards the 

north. 

On June 12, 1792, Galiano sighted two English 

ships which had entered the S t r a i t s of Juan de Puca. These 
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had "been sent out by the B r i t i s h Parliament on May 15, 1790 

when King George III informed them of a fresh quarrel with 

Spain, and for a time i t seemed as if-nothing could prevent 
4 

the outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s between the two countries. 
B r i t a i n made arrangements to send out an o f f i c e r who would: 

receive back in form the t e r r i t o r y on 
which the Spaniards had seized, and at 
the same time to make an accurate sur­
vey of the coast northwards from the 
30th degree north l a t i t u d e . 

Captain George Vancouver was chosen for t h i s duty and with 

his ship, the "Discovery", accompanied by an armed tender, 

4. Anderson, G. H.., Vancouver and his Great Voyage: the 
story of a Norfolk S a i l o r , Captain George Vancouver, R.N., 
1757-1798, King's Lynn, Thew and Sons, 1927, Chapter IV, 
'John Mears paid Chief Maquilla and Calcium eight or ten 
sheets of Copper for Friendly Cove i n Nootka Sound which 
he thus took in the name of the B r i t i s h Government. He 
l a t e r departed for China and l e f t behind him two of his ships 
which on .^returning to Nootka he found in the hands of the 
Spanish.' 

5. Anderson, G. H., i b i d . 

6. The Encyclopedia Britannica "Vancouver, George" Chicago, 
Encyclopedia Britannica; V o l . 22, 970, 1945. Vancouver, 
George, an English navigator born about 1758, died i n 
1798. He entered the navy as midshipman in 1771; 
accompanied Captain Cook on his second and t h i r d voyages of 
exploration (.1772-74 and 1776^79); was made f i r s t 
lieutenant i n 1780, and served in the West Indies u n t i l 
1789. In 1790 he was put in command of a small squadron 
sent to take over Nootka from the Spaniards, and was also 
charged to ascertain i f there was a northwest passage. 
He s a i l e d on the Discovery in 1791, spent some time at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and afterwards at A u s t r a l i a and Hew 
Zealand, the coasts of which he surveyed. He then.went 
north and received formal surrender of Nootka, and spent 
the three summers of 1792-94 in surveying the %>ast as 
far north as Cook's I n l e t . On his return voyage he v i s i t e d 
the chief Spanish-settlements on the west coast of South 
America, and reached England in 1795, where a narrative 
of his voyage was published i n 1798. 
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the "Chatham", he s a i l e d to f u l f i l l his mission. It was on 

Wednesday, June 13, 1792 that Vancouver landed on Point 

Roberts, which he discovered was the southern point of a 

very extensive sound. About seven leagues from Point 

Roberts was another promontory which he named Point Grey, i n 
7 

honour of his f r i e n d , Captain Grey. Proceeding beyond t h i s 
8 

point, Captain Vancouver entered Burrard Inlet where he 

met the Indians who dwelt near the mouth of the Capilano 

River. He did not see the native v i l l a g e as i t was probably 

hidden i n the f o r e s t . In Captain Vancouver's Journal he 

describes the coastline of West Vancouver: 
By seven o'clock, we had reached the N.W. 
point of the channel, which forms also the 
south point of the main branch of the sound; 
t h i s also, a f t e r a p a r t i c u l a r f r i e n d , I c a l l e d 

7. Meany, Edmond, S., Vancouver's Discovery of Puget Sound. 
New.York, Macmillan Company, 1907, 185. (Japtain Grey; 
Probably one of the e a r l i e s t companions of Vancouver who 
dropped from public view before atta i n i n g d i s t i n c t i o n . 

8. Godwin, George, Vancouver. A Life,- 1757-1798, London, 
P h i l i p s A l l a n , 1930< 213., S i r Harry Burrard, i n whose 
honour Vancouver names Burrard's Channel, was born 1765 
entered the navy 1778. He was present at the reduction 
of Charleston in A p r i l , 1780, thereafter serving on the 
"Chatham" and "Perseverance" as acting lieutenant. As 
lieutenant he served i n the -"Expedition", the "Southamption" 
and the "Victory", Lord Hoods f l a g ship. He came into 
prominence during the greatrmutiny at Nore, where his 
crew refused to mutiny and was attacked by the mutineers. 
Later Neale commanded the Royal Yacht; i n 1804 he was at the 
Admiralty; the next year he commanded a squadron and 
captured the French ships, "Maringo" and Bellepoule". 
Rear-admiral in 1810, Vice Admiral 1814, Admiral 1830. 
Died 15th, February, 1840. 



An enlargement of Burrard Inlet section of a 
chart of the coast of Worth West America by 
by Captain George Vancouver; R.N., 1798 •{ 

OA? R 
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Point Atkinson, 9 situated north from point of 
the entrance into the sound "bore "by compass 
west, at the distance of about three miles; 
and nearly in the center between these two 
points' i s a low rocky island producing some 
trees to which the name Passage Island was 
g i v e n . 1 0 

He l a t e r proceeded on his journey from Point Atkinson to 

Howe Sound, where his ships s k i r t e d the base of the snowy 

Me any,' Edmond S., Vancouver's Discovery of Puget Sound, 1901 
Point Atkinson; There was one member of the expedition 
who bore this name. He was Edmond Atkinson, master's mate 
of the "Chatham". When mustered in he gave his age as 
twenty-two years and his b i r t h place as C a r l i s l e . There 
is no l i k e l i h o o d that Vancouver had reference to him when 
he named t h i s point "after a p a r t i c u l a r f r i e n d " . Point 
Atkinson, on the northern entrance to Burrard Inlet, has 
a lighthouse and is altogether a prominent feature. It 
is a p i t y that the man thus honoured cannot be i d e n t i f i e d . 

10. Meany, Edmond S., i b i d , 192. 

11 • jiMt gSfgg£Pg:EMSi j^naiJB.MgrapHy G">Howe- r c a a r c F London 
^Sifilt& ^ m d e ^ r a W Cov»,V6lV 28,, 92'i 1' H 'was A 1 :* o C 

Richard Howe whom Vancouver honored by the name given 
to the sound lying west and north of Burrard I n l e t . He 
was born i n London on March 8, 1726, and died on August 
5, 1799. At 14 he s a i l e d as a midshipman on board the 
"Severn", in which he s a i l e d with Anson for the P a c i f i c , 
and passed through the usual gradations of the service 
under that Admiral u n t i l 1745, when he obtained the 
command of the Baltimore sloop-of-war, in which he took 
part in the seige of Port William during the last 
Jacobite r e b e l l i o n . In 1756 he served i n the Channel 
f l e e t ; in 1758 reduced Cherbourg. In 1759 he defeated 
a French squadron under Conflans, and for two years 
(1763-65) occupied a seat in the Board of Admiralty. 
In 1776, as Commander-in-chief i n North America, he acted 
against the American forces and against D'Estaing, who 
commanded a superior French f l e e t . . He s a i l e d to the 
r e l i e f of Gibraltar in 1782 and was successful in spite of 
the combined f l e e t s of France and Spain, and was rewarded with 
-a B r i t i s h peerage. On the outbreak of wars with France i n 
1793 he took command of the B r i t i s h Fleet and on June 1, 
1794 obtained a decisive v i c t o r y o f f Ushant for which he 
received the thanks of Parliament. 



-14-

mountains whose wooded slopes rose abruptly from the sea to 

the clouds. 

Captain Vancouver's men i n these days of June, 

1792 with pains-taking endeavour in open boats, were able to 

produce an accurate account of the coastline of t h i s region. 

On the return journey from Howe Sound, near Point Grey, 

Vancouver met the Spanish Vessels, " S u t i l " and "Mexicana". 

An exchange of h o s p i t a l i t y followed the meeting of the 

navigators of the two nations. Vancouver was t o t a l l y ignorant 

of the Spanish explorations in the S t r a i t s and when Galiano 

showed him the map made by the " E l i z a " the year before, he 

remarked that he: experienced no small degree ,of mortif­
ic a t i o n in finding the external ..shores 

.•:••„•:..•• of, the gulf had been v i s i t e d and already 
examined a few miles beyond where my. 
re/i'searches during the excursion'had ex­
tended; making land I had been in doubt 
about an island; continuing nearly i n the 
same di r e c t i o n , about 4 leagues further 
than had been seen by us- and by the 
Spaniard named "Pavida." 1 2 

Vancouver r e a l i z e d on more careful examination of the Spanish 

Charts that while the general outline of the S t r a i t s of Juan 

de Puca and the Gulf of Georgia were properly delineated, yet 

the Spaniards had made l i t t l e attempt to examine the many 

i n l e t s and sounds which he had explored. Thus, Vancouver was 

12. Vancouver, George, A Voyage of Discovery to the North  
P a c i f i c Ocean and Round the World. London, P.. Robinson 
1798, 312. Meany E. S.t Vancouver's Discovery of Puget 
Sound, 206 Texada Island. Vancouver here mistook the 
word in writing down that the Spaniards had ca l l e d t h i s 
l i t t l e island "Pavida" E l i z a 1 s chart of 1791, as 
reproduced in H. H. Bancroft's work XXVII, 245, showed 
the island with the.name I s l a de Texada.. 



able to discover Hood Channel^Admiralty Inl e t , 'neKt%TOf which 
13 had appeared on the Spanish chart. Vancouver retained the 

Spanish names in general for places which he did not personally 

examine, and here and there on his charts are names given by 

the"Quimper" and " E l i z a " charts; copies of which he had 

received from Galiano. 

The early history of the v i c i n i t y of West Vancouver 

reveals that the f i r s t inhabitants of t h i s area were the 

Indians who dwelt near Howe Sound and Burrard Inl e t , north of 

the Fraser River. They were members of the Coast Salishan 

t r i b e s who inhabited' the coast of the mainland from Bute ( 

14 
Inlet to the mouth of the Columbia River. The Indians 

within the present boundaries of West Vancouver l i v e d i n two 

settlements. The largest settlement, near the mouth of the 
Capilano River was the headquarters of the supreme chief of 

15 
the t r i b e . The other community was at Sandy Cove, 

conveniently situated near Cypress Creek, and was c a l l e d 

Stuckale. There are few explicit.;" references to these 

communities except i n the writing of Captain George Vancouver. 

13. Denton V. L. The Far West Coast. Toronto, J . M. Dent & 
Sons, 1924, 246. 

14. Jenness, D., The Indians of Canada. Ottawa, King's Printer 
1932, 347. 

15. Hodge, Frederick Webb, Handbook of Indians of Canada. 
Ottawa, King's P r i n t e r , 1913, 406. 



Later anthropologists revealed that these people had many 
16 of the general c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the Sal i s han t r i b e s . 

The Indians in the area of West Vancouver played 

a minor role i n the development of the municipality. When 

the Europeans came to s e t t l e , they r e t i r e d to the Indian 

Reservation and there remained a s o c i a l minority. Por about 

f i f t y years after Captain Vancouver's v i s i t the v i c i n i t y of 

West Vancouver remained undisturbed by any Europeans. Old 

Indians t o l d younger ones of the great canoes which they 
17 

had seen in th e i r youth. The tales were passing into 

t r i b a l f o l k l o r e when the European vessels returned to t h i s 

area. It was about 1827 that the Hudson's Bay Company began 

16. Jenness, op_. c i t ; 348. They resemble the other coast 
tr i b e s i n the importance that s h e l l f i s h played i n their 
d i e t , but the meat of goats and deer were more common 
foods than elsewhere along the coast. Their homes 
were constructed of heavy planks and beams, unlike those 
of other t r i b e s they had no gables, but long roofs with 
a gentle p i t c h that made admirable platforms at dances 
and feasts. These long shaped dwellings would contain, 
several f a m i l i e s , each of which would have t h e i r own 
f i r e . They were s k i l l f u l i n making baskets and weaving 
blankets from dog and goat hair mingled with cedar bark. 
The Salishan t r i b e s , unlike the more northern Haid&, 
T l i n g i t and Tsimshan tribesywere not so highly c i v i l i z e d ; 
t h i s is r e f l e c t e d i n the carving and the painting which was 
less conventional and less grotesque, although the 
ceremonial l i f e was s t i l l r i c h and varied. War, slavery 
and the potlatch were regular i n s t i t u t i o n s of this-area. 
One of the most c h a r a c t e r i s t i c customs, e s p e c i a l l y pre­
valent along the coast of Washington and B r i t i s h Columbia, 
was a r t i f i c i a l head-flattening. The population was 
divided into classes, thoseof the slaves, commoners, and 
the nobles. The Indians of t h i s p a r t i c u l a r region 
separated t h e i r s o c i a l classes less r i g i d l y than the 
other coast S a l i s h t r i b e s . A l l these were exogamous with 
the" descent i n the male l i n e . 

.17.. H i l l - T o u t , C , B r i t i s h North America. London. Archibald 
Constable, 190, 1907,19. 



exercising i t s rights along the shores of B r i t i s h Columbia. 

In the years which followed, although the waters of t h i s 

area were traversed, the v i c i n i t y of West Vancouver remained 

undisturbed because the north-west fur-trade was p r i n c i p a l l y 

limited to the sea coast between the mouth of the Columbia 

River latitude 46 and Cook's Inlet , l a t i t u d e 60°. 

The p r i n c i p a l object of these voyages was to 

procure the skins of the sea-otter, which were obtained 

from the Indians by barter, a f t e r which the skins were l a t e r 

traded i n the Orient for A s i a t i c products. 

18. William Sturgis, The B r i t i s h Columbia H i s t o r i c a l 
Quarterly. "The Northwest Fur Trade", V i c t o r i a , Archives 
of B r i t i s h Columbia, January, 1944, 14. 



Map of Burrard Peninsula  
showing early roads and t r a i l s . 

R*E. T r a i l Douglas Road 
Mc Roberts T r a i l North Road-
North Arm Road-= P i t River Road 
Kingsway G.R.-Government Reserve 

Draper?; W.N., "Early T r a i l s and Roads in the Lower Fraser 
valley, B r i t i s h Columbia H i s t o r i c a l Quarterly. V o l . V l l , 1943. 
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CHAPTER I I I  
EARLY SETTLEMENT IN WEST VANCOUVER 

For about f i f t y ' y e a r s Burrard Inlet and Howe Sound 

remained l i t t l e more than place names upon the map. After 1'•• 

18-6-7"v '-i - the B r i t i s h Columbian mainland and Vancouver Island 

again focused t h e i r attention on t h i s v i c i n i t y for i t had been 

advocated that the naval headquarters should be moved from 

Esquimalt to Burrard I n l e t . This however, proved impractical 

but a naval reserve was established on Burrard I n l e t . * 

Interest in Burrard Inlet grew and the f i r s t land access to i t 

was a t r a i l b u i l t by the Royal Engineers in 1859 from New 

Westminster to Port Moody. This f i r s t crude t r a i l in the 

peninsula between the Fraser River and Burrard Inlet was 

cut to provide m i l i t a r y protection for New Westminster, the 

mainland c a p i t a l . The t r a i l was enhanced by 1861 and became 

known as the "North Road" although at t h i s time there were 

no Europeans l i v i n g on the i n l e t . 

The natural wealth 'of the sea and forest drew 

attention to t h i s area. Thus, as early as A p r i l 1862, 

G. T r a n f i e l d , a f i s h and game dealer in New Westminster, sent 

several men'to the i n l e t to f i s h for cod. The newspaper 

e n t i t l e d The B r i t i s h Columbian urged the development of t h i s 

area, however, permanent settlement came only with the 

exploitation of the fine stands of e a s i l y accessible timber. 

Papers Relating to the A f f a i r s of B r i t i s h Columbia. 
Part 3, London, 1860, 78. 
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The f i r s t attempt to u t i l i z e the forest wealth of t h i s region 

was undertaken i n the winter of 1862 when T. W. Graham and 

Company, contractors and builders of New Westminster, secured 

pre-emptions on 480 acres of timber on the north shore of the 

i n l e t at a place l a t e r known as Moodyville. At t h i s location 

in June 1863 the "Pioneer M i l l s " the f i r s t i n d u s t r i a l lumber 

plant on the i n l e t was contructed. After the Gold Rush had 

subsided there was less demand for lumber, and t h i s m i l l did 

not prove a f i n a n c i a l success u n t i l i t was purchased the next 

year by S. P. Moody and renamed the ''Burrard: Inlet Lumber 

M i l l s " . The m i l l was successful not only in gaining the 

l o c a l market, but the fine quality of the lumber enabled i t 

to capture the export trade. The development of t h i s m i l l i s 

of tremendous importance to the growth of settlement in West 

Vancouver since i t attracted many s e t t l e r s to Burrard Inl e t , 

some of whom took up residence in the v i c i n i t y of West Vancouver. 

The importance of the Inlet was recognized as early 

as 1865 when a deputy c o l l e c t o r of customs was appointed' to 

Burrard Inlet to enable lumber vessels to enter and'leave 

more e a s i l y . Trade In lumber expanded and by June 1868 Moody 

constructed a second m i l l which he claimed produced 100,000 

feet of lumber per day, ' The wharyes of the two m i l l s were 

connected and gave ample dockage for a dozen or more ships. 

The three towns which sprang up on t h i s i n l e t as a r e s u l t of 

the lumbering in t h i s area were Moodyville, Brighton and 

Hast ings. 
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"7\a»\ way 
When the Canadian P a c i f i c A r e a c h e d t h e southern 

side of the i n l e t , in 1887, Moodyville ceased to-be the 

leading center ̂ .however, i t .continued to grow r a p i d l y . The 

timber of West Vancouver was not u t i l i z e d u n t i l 1869, a f t e r 

Moody obtained timber leases along both sides of the Capilano 

River. By 1891, the Moodyville m i l l s were employing 

approximately one hundred and twenty men, about t h i r t y long­

shore, men and over one hundred men in the logging camps. 

The sawmills used a large amount of the- timber on the west 

side of the Capilano River and today great cedar and f i r 

stumps remain as a monument to the industry of these pioneer 

loggers. The development of Moodyville greatly influenced 

the early settlement of West Vancouver since most of the 
inhabitants of t h i s area were dependent on the-lumber m i l l s 
for t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d and t h e i r homes were scattered from 
Moodyville to Point Atkinson. 

The s i t e of West Vancouver was o f f i c i a l l y recognized 
for the f i r s t time i n 1858 when S. J . Dawson,2 c i v i l engineer, 
2. Wallace, W. S. Dictionary of Canadian Biography, "Dawson, 

Simon James", Toronto, macmTlian, J,ys6, 104. 
Dawson, Simon James (1820-1902), C i v i l Engineer and member 
of Parliament, was born in 1820 at Redhaven, Banffshire^ 
Scotland. He came to Canada as a young man, and became 
a c i v i l engineer. In 1857 he was appointed by the Canad­
ian Government to explore the country from Lake Superior 
westward to the Saskatchewan; and his report (Toronto 
1859) was among the f i r s t to a t t r a c t attention to the 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the north west as a home for s e t t l e r s . 
In 1868 he was employed to open communications with the 
Red River, by what was l a t e r known as "the Dawson Route"; 
and in 1870 he superintended the transportation over t h i s 
route of troops comprising the Red River expedition. His report on the l i n e of route between Lake Superior and the Red River settlement was published as a government document (Ottawa 1868).^ Froni 1875 to. 1878 he was Conser­vative member of the O n t a r i o L e g i s l a t i v e for Algoma- and from 1878 to 1891, he sat i n j t h f Canadian House°o| Commons for the same constituency. He died at Ottawa, Ontario, on November 20, 1902. 
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presented his elaborate report to the Dominion Government on 

the proposal to create a railway and lake service from Montreal, 

v i a Edmonton, to Albert City oh the P a c i f i c Coast. The P a c i f i c 

terminus, as i t i s drawn on Dawson's map, was to be placed 

where West Vancouver i s situated. The Dawson Report was 

being considered between the years of 1859 and 1860 when 

Captain George Henry Richards, R. N. was surveying the shores 

of English Bay and Howe Sound in the "H.M.S. Plumper" for a 

suitable railway terminus. The rugged topography of West 

Vancouver resulted in S. J . Dawson's scheme being dropped and 

a' few years l a t e r the builders of the Canadian P a o i f i c Railway 

decided that t h e i r railway should reabh the coast along the 

southern shore of Burrard I n l e t . 

In 1872, James Blake became the f i r s t owner of 

West Vancouver r e a l estate when he pre-empted one hundred 

and s i x t y acres on eithtfside of Hollyburn Creek. Five years 
3 

l a t e r , i n 1877, Josias Charles Hughes pre-empted Ambleside, 

3. According to a land Proclamation issued by Governor James 
Douglas in 1861, the v I i price of country land was set 
at 4s.2d. per acre. Single men were permitted to 
occupy 150 acres of land. This was l a t e r changed by pro­
clamation to 160 acres. A married man, whose wife was in 
the colony, might claim 200 acres, and for each c h i l d 
under 18 and resident in the colony an additional 10 acres. 
A pre-emptor was required to record his claim and pay for 
his land upon occupying i t . At the end of two years 
occupation, i f he had put up improvements to the value of 
10s. per acre, he was granted a c e r t i f i c a t e of improvement. 
I f he continued to occupy and improve the land he received 
a crown grant. 
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which consisted of 121 acres "between Blake's property and the 

Capilano Indian Reservation, Neither Blake nor Hughes 

resided on t h e i r property. Later Blake transferred his 

property to John Thomas, better known as "Navvy Jack", 4 who 

b u i l t a shack beside the creek, took an Indian bride and 

became the f i r s t white resident of West Vancouver, As late 

as 1887, he was the only man on the north shore west of the 

F i r s t Narrows as p^e^.^asly the Indian v i l l a g e of Stuckale 

on Cypress Creek had ;been abandoned. 

In 1882, the government cancelled a l l pre-emption 

p r i v i l e g e s , and a l l unproved pre-emptions on both the north 

and south shores of English Bay reverted back to the 

government because the f i n a l route of the railway was unknown. 

In January, 1886, a f t e r the railway's right-of-way had been 

decided upon, t h i s government order was cancelled and the 

4. Vancouver Daily Province "Navvy Jack" Nov. 7, 1926. Navvy 
Jack was the. r - u j . l 't.n& o r i g i n a l pioneer of West Vancouver. 
His true name Is given as John Thomas and he was described 
as a Welsh ex-man-of-war s a i l o r , and deserter. He' married 
a squaw and had a half-breed family of whom l i t t l e i s 
known. Navvy Jack's place was at Hollyburn wharf and 
many of the o r i g i n a l trees of his orchard are s t i l l 1 " t o be 
found in Lawson's f i e l d . It i s interesting to note that 
sea gravel of excellent quality used to be taken from 

^Hollyburn wharf to Vancouver for concrete work. The term 
''Navvy Jack"is s t i l l a technical term for that type of. 
gravel,in and around Vancouver. The st r e t c h of waterfront 
which he acquired, which l i e s in the present v i c i n i t y of 
Hollyburn, i s c a l l e d Navvy Jack's point, since from here 
he operated a ferry service during the years 1866-1867. 
Later he went on a prospecting t r i p to the Cariboo and 
there he died. 
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pre-emption p r i v i l e g e s were again restored to the north shore. 

Within a month, sixteen men had pre-empted one hundred and 

s i x t y acre lots which included a l l the valuable land between 
5 

the F i r s t Narrows and Horseshoe Bay. 
When B r i t i s h Columbia entered Confederation in 1871 

the only s e t t l e d portions on the shores of Burrard Inlet were 

Hastings, Brighton and Moodyville. .These towns depended on 

the exploitation of the natural resources of t h i s area and 

afte r t h i s had been accomplished i t was doubtful whether these 

towns would have continued to develop. A l l t h i s was to be 

changed by the coming of the transcontinental railway for 

now, backed by a province tremendously r i c h in natural 

resources, the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of Burrard Inlet as a world 

port was about to be recognized. Therefore, the year 1886 

Dally Province "16 men once owned West Vancouver" 
March 25, 1944. ' 

J . C. Hughes Ambleside 
John Thomas" Hollyburn 
J . P..Chapman Weston 
J . McCormack Dundarave 
A. N. G.y King Altamont 
P . A . A l l e n -West Bay 
Stanley James Brackenhurst 
Murray Thain 'Sherman 
Walter Erwin Cypress Park 
Pete Larson Gleneagles 
Edward C o l l e t t Kew Beach 
N i l s Frolander Point Atkinson 
Captain Westerland C a u l f e i l d 
Nelson Eagle Harbour 
Mclnnis Horseshoe Bay 
McPherson (squatter's rights) White C l i f f Point 
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proved to be a momentous one for the c i t i z e n s l i v i n g on the 

shores of the i n l e t . Gn A p r i l 6, 18$fc, only two months pr i o r 

to the great f i r e , the c i t y of Vancouver was incorporated and on 

July 4, 1886, the first'through t r a i n from the east pulled 

into Port Moody. Thus, bringing to f u l f i l l m e n t one of the 

chief conditions upon which B r i t i s h Columbia entered 

Confederation. The following year on May 23, the f i n a l l i n k 

of t h i s transcontinental railway was extended to Vancouver. 

The great significance of t h i s railway terminus to the 

development of West Vancouver l i e s in the fact that i t s 

residents would in the future be dependent oh t h i s Metropolis 

of Vancouver for t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 

The incorporation of Vancouver c i t y i n 1886 and 
'i • 

rthe coming of the transcontinental railway in 1887 resulted in 

the residents of the North Shore expressing t h e i r desire to 

form a separate municipality. The p e t i t i o n was presented to 
the P r o v i n c i a l Government, and on August 10, 1891, l e t t e r s 

patent were issued approving the incorporation of the North 
Shore. Thus, i n 1891 the area comprising the present 
municipalities of the North Shore extended from the North Arm 
of Burrard Inlet to Howe Sound.6' This community had a 

scattered population of three hundred people and West 

Vancouver became wards one and two of the West Capilano 

6. Statutes of B r i t i s h Columbia. North Vancouver Incorporation 
Act, V i c t o r i a , Ch. 1891. 



D i s t r i c t , The incorporation of North Vancouver was of 

great importance to the future development of West Vancouver 

as a consciouse e f f o r t was expended i n order to open up the 

North Shore for settlement. This desire to a t t r a c t s e t t l e r s 

resulted in the passing of a "by-law on February 15, 1892, 

for road construction, which empowered the council to 

negotiate a loan of $40,000 on the debentures for f i f t y years 

at interest of 870. The loan was underwritten at par by 

J . C. Keith and i n return the road was named af t e r him. 

The building of the Keith Road from Deep Cove to 

Eagle Harbour by the D i s t r i c t of North Vancouver i n 1892 was 

one of the largest developmental work undertaken and was 

probably a reply to the protests that were, raised by the' 

residents of North Vancouver when the terminus of the 

Canadian P a c i f i c Railway became situated on the South Shore 

TO. The North Shore Express. North Vancouver, B. C. 
August 25, 1905. 

B r i t i s h Columbia. P i c t o r i a l and Biographical Sixty Years 
of Progress op. c i t . James Cooper Keith, Broker, born 
in Stricken, Aberdeenshire, Scotland on February 18th, 
1852. He was educated by a private tutor and l a t e r 
attended the London International College at Spring Grove, 
Isleworth, England. He arrived in V i c t o r i a oh February 
29th, 1876. He became the f i r s t manager of the Bank Branch 
of B r i t i s h Columbia in Vancouver and l a t e r became the 
president of the Vancouver Board of Trade and Reeve of 
North Vancouver. He was the f i r s t to make a 600,000 
pounds s t e r l i n g loan to Vancouver to foster r e a l estate 
i n t e r e s t s . He became the President of the East Vancouver 
Land ,and Improvement Company, Vancouver Estates Ltd., 
Howe Sound and Northern Railway; and the West Shore and 

. the Northern Land Co., and he was also the Director of 
the North Vancouver Land and Improvement Co. He died in 1914.. 



of Burrard In l e t . Messrs. William Brothers and Dawson were 

employed as engineers and introduced a plan for a road from 

Howe Sound to the North Arm of Burrard I n l e t . A decade of 

f i n a n c i a l depression delayed t h i s plan u n t i l 1903 when the 

contract was released for the building of Keith Road which 

was to extend from the Capilano River to Eagle Harbour. 

There was a second contract which made provision for the 

construction of the bridges over the Capilano River. While 

these two loans were being raised, at a high rate of interest, 

i t was necessary for other developmental work to come to a 

s t a n d s t i l l for several years. A depression followed, and the 

early enthusiasm of opening up the North Shore dwindled 

as disappointed land owners allowed t h e i r property to revert 

to the c i t y . 

During t h i s period a few residents took up land i n 

West Vancouver with the intention of supplying farm products 

to Moodyville, others were employed in the Great Northern 

Cannery while many were engaged in the Moodyville lumber m i l l s 

and the remainder s e t t l e d here because they preferred the 

solitude and natural beauty of the West Shore. The most 

s i g n i f i c a n t fact about these settlements in West Vancouver . 

was that even the e a r l i e s t residents were dependent on other 

i n d u s t r i a l areas for the greater part of t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 

The rugged topography of the West Shore tended to encourage 

f r i n g e l i k e settlements along the shore l i n e since the only 
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adequate means of transportation was by water. Two Newfound­

land fishermen, Captain Alcock and Captain Andrews, s e t t l e d 

in the area now known as Fisherman's Cove where they b u i l t 

private wharves for the use of f i s h i n g vessels, This area 

developed slowly, however, for there were numerous coves 

along the coast affording shelter for small vessels. 

Near Gleneagles'a farming venture was carried on 

by. Pete Larson, proprietor of the North Vancouver Hotel. 

The s o i l in West Vancouver was not p a r t i c u l a r l y f e r t i l e and 

the small areas of cleared land made the p o s s i b i l i t y of 

farming for a l i v e l i h o o d impractical in comparison with the 

fine r i c h lands of the Lower Fraser V a l l e y . Another early 

settlement began at Skunk Cove which was the anchorage for 

Vancouver's early p i l o t service. This became one of the 

most interesting settlements due to the u n t i r i n g e f f o r t s of 

Mr. C a u l f e i l d , a-scholarly English gentleman who made a 

l e i s u r e l y tour of Canada in 1898. So Impressed was he with 

the b e a u t i f u l landscape of West Vancouver, that he purchased 

a large acreage running from Cypress F a l l s to the rocky 

shores of Howe Sound where he planned a fine English estate 

on the waterfront and a t y p i c a l English v i l l a g e adjoingngt i t . 

These plans were unique i n western Canada since they were 

based on the natural contours of the land and not on the 

p r e v a i l i n g system of rectangular subdivisions. This v i l l a g e 

might have been successful i f the problem of transportation 



had been solved, for no settlement i n West Vancouver has«ever 

been s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t . The slow development of t h i s 

settlement was due to the faot that i t was founded thirteen 

years before the formation of the municipality of West 

Vancouver and sixteen years before a connecting highway 

reached the estate. Thus the lack of e s s e n t i a l means of 

communication with the other i n d u s t r i a l settlements on the 

i n l e t turned what might have been a p r o f i t a b l e venture into 

an expensive undertaking. 

Since ' Mr. Caulfeild's subdivision was e n t i r e l y 

dependent on water transportation, there for he had a strong 

pier constructed for the use of the "Britannia" and other 

vessels. He had b u i l t a cottage for himself , which l a t e r 

became the general store and post o f f i c e and a house for the 

p i l o t s on a prominent rocky-point overlooking the harbour 

and the S t r a i t s of Georgia. In order to supply the v i l l a g e 

and estate with water, Mr. G a u l f e i l d was obliged to b u i l d 

his own water system at a point above Cypress F a l l s , which 

was completed in 1909. After t h i s date the surveying of the 

f i r s t subdivision commenced and building l o t s were offered 

for sale, several of which were s o l d . 9 ' Summer cottages and 

houses were b u i l t but Mr. C a u l f e i l d was unable to e s t a b l i s h a 

regular ferry service to cover the requirements of business 

'SI. See Appendix * 128 



men. Caulfeild's v i l l a g e grew very slowly since the old 

Keith Road, which then connected Howe Sound with North 

Vancouver, s t i l l remained at best a waggon t r a i l , and i t was 

located too high on the h i l l s i d e to serve the v i l l a g e adequately. 

Mr. C a u l f e i l d linked t h i s v i l l a g e with his native English 

homeland by naming the p r i n c i p a l road " P i c c a d i l l y " and a 

charming byway " C l o v e l l y Walk". He was the f i r s t owner of an 

estate of considerable 'Size, in the west, i f not" in the whole 

of Canada, to plan his property by natural contours.^ 

About one mile east of the v i l l a g e of C a u l f e i l d 

was the Great Northern Cannery adjacent to which was Sandy 

Cove where a few campers pitched t h e i r tents during the 

summer. There was also a cannery at Eagle Harbour and 

settlements grew around these f i s h i n g plants but the majority 

of .the employees only remained in the v i c i n i t y of the 

canneries during the f i s h i n g season. 

The history of West Vancouver was influenced by 

the rapid growth of Vancouver C i t y . P r i o r to 1897 Vancouver 

had only three or four lumber m i l l s and a sugar r e f i n e r y 

engaged in export trade. The Yukon gold seekers gave 

Vancouver i t s f i r s t opportunity for distant trade because t h i s 

c i t y was the terminuss of the railway and had adequate shipping 

f a c i l i t i e s . In the period of prosperity which followed 

Vancouver's rapid expansion t h e , f i r s t large increase in 

1(5. Stone, H. A. A Short History of C a u l f e i l d V i l l a g e . 
Vancouver, Wrigley P r i n t i n g Company, 1941, 17. 
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population took place in the formerly sparsely s e t t l e d d i s t r i c t s 

of Mount Pleasant, Pairview, K i t s i l a n o and Grandview. The 

West Shore was too distant from the c i t y center, therefore, i t 

was only s l i g h t l y effected by t h i s new wave of expansion. 

It was t h i s rapid uncontrolled development of 

Vancouver City which was l a t e r to play such an important role 

in the future development of West Vancouver. By 1905, 

investors began to take advantage of the opportunities of 

t h i s P a c i f i c Port, r e a l estate sold more r a p i d l y than at any 

time since the days immediately following the advent of the 

Canadian P a c i f i c Railway terminus on Burrard I n l e t . During 

the next year t h i s r e a l estate boom had resulted in a rapid 

increase in c i v i c expenditure as Vancouver grew with a reckless 

disregard for f i n a n c i a l outlay. Industries became established 

in what had been exclusively r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t s . Vancouver 

spread out in a l l directions becoming a patchwork of o f f i c e 

buildings, stores, single homes, f a c t o r i e s , warehouses, 

lumber yards and railway-tracks interspersed with vacant l o t s . 

The rapid growth of Vancouver was due to the unlimited wealth 

of B r i t i s h Columbia's natural resources and investors saw 

Vancouver as a port of export for the Orient. In 1906j \ 

$ 4,000,000'" worth of new buildings were erected in the 

c i t y and - f132,000 000 ' ' worth of -: • ' 

business was done by the fifty-two thousand residents of 

Vancouver. The ci t i z e n s were too interested in making p r o f i t s 

from the sale of r e a l estate to plan for other than t h e i r 
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immediate needs. 

By 1900, t h i s a c t i v i t y was r e f l e c t e d i n the 

municipalities of the North Shore when a land boom commenced 

and a wave of optimism enveloped the d i s t r i c t . In 1903 the 

Capilano Bridge was r e b u i l t only to be destroyed again by 

the autumn floods and th&a period of optimism gradually gave 

way to one of depression as the f i n a n c i a l , standing of the 

North Shore became precarious. The municipality raised one 

loan bat af t e r the destruction of the bridge i t was impossible 

to gain greater f i n a n c i a l assistance as i t was only able to 
11 

borrow twenty percent of i t s assessed value. Although the 

North Shore was not i n a sound f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n , i t s t i l l 

continued to expand r a p i d l y . The c i t i z e n s of North Vancouver 

decided to incorporate the town and in March 1906 t h i s was 
IB 

completed by the B r i t i s h Columbia Leg i s l a t u r e . 
After t h i s administrative reorganization, Mr. 

i s 
Lawson. began his municipal duties as the. f i r s t representative 
14. Revised Statutes of B r i t i s h Columbia. Volume 2, V i c t o r i a 

King's Printer, 1936, 2938. 
12. B r i t i s h Columbia Statutes. North Vancouver Incorporation 

Act, 1906, 6 Ed. 7., Chapter 60. : 

15. Who's Who i n B r i t i s h Columbia 1940-41. Vancouver, S. Maurice 
Carter'7"T9"SU-41, 130. iiawson. jonn, born 1860 in the County 
of Peel, Ont.; son of Robert Lawson,. educated in Ont.: spent 
twenty years r a i l - r o a d i n g with the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway; 
1905 s e t t l e d i n West Vancouver, B. C. and entered the Real 
Estate business; 1909 started the f e r r i e s between Vancouver 
and West Vancouver, in 1912. gave them over to the municipal^-
i t y ; Mr. Lawson was instrumental i n getting West Vancouver 
to secede from North Vancouver: elected to the Municipal 
Council 1910-11^12 and Reeve, 1913-14- 1910 appointed Post 
Master of West Vancouver, resigned and joined the 158th 
Battalion, transferred to the 26th Company, Foresters, and 
served in.France.twenty-three months: reappointed Post Master 
1929, r e t i r e d 1940; has been continuously engaged i n Real 
Estate business. Married 1888, Christine McDonald, daughter 
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for the Capilano D i s t r i c t on the North Vancouver D i s t r i c t 

Council. The population of West Vancouver grew more rapidly-

aft e r t h i s date and therefore the number of representatives 

on the North Vancouver D i s t r i c t Council was increased. 

In the autumn of 1906 the r e a l estate a c t i v i t y 

i n Vancouver was r e f l e c t e d i n the P r o v i n c i a l Government's 

pol i c y of auctioning o f f the d i s t r i c t s known as Ambleside and 
14 

Hollyburn in West Vancouver. It was during t h i s period that 

Marine Drive, an a r t e r i a l road, was extended, p a r t l y cleared 

and, improved by the d i s t r i c t of North Vancouver. The care 

taken at t h i s early date to locate and plan a highway 

eighty feet wide throughout the f i r s t s i x miles of West 

Vancouver indicates that the o f f i c i a l s of that period were 

optimistic for the future development of t h i s area. 

By 1909 the a c t i v i t y in r e a l estate had grown to 

the proportions of an unreasonable boom and fabulous prices 

were asked for property which were not j u s t i f i e d by the 

actual conditions and progress of the community, and during 

1911 t h i s speculative buying and building attained i t s apex. 

By the summer of 19.12, Vancouver's .citizens began to r e a l i z e 

that they must await the slower advance of trade and commence 

to meet the expenditures already made. Although the c i t y 

had gained an extensive export trade, business men found 

that commercial advancements must depend on world conditions 

14, See mapt• Index Plan of the P r o v i n c i a l Government Lands 
to be sold at auction at Vancouver, B. C. November 20th 
1906. J . S. Rankin and Arthur J . Ford, Auctioneers, 
Vancouver, B. C. 



and by 1913 these were i n a depressed s t a t e . 

Vancouver's period of unplanned expansion did not 

lead to the rapid settlement of West Vancouver since the 

topography of this area did not i n v i t e i n d u s t r i a l develop­

ment end i t s distance from the c i t y center made i t unsuitable 

as a r e s i d e n t i a l area. The e a r l i e s t r e s i d e n t i a l settlements 

began, on the only large area of l e v e l land which was located 

in the easterly portion of West Vancouver just west, of the 

Indian Reservation which l i e s near the mouth of the Capilano 

River. During t h i s period lack of transportation f a c i l i t i e s 

prevented any large growth of the population, but many campers 

took up temporary residence during the summer months. Thus, 

West Vancouver was kept free from the unplanned expansion of the 

c i t y and therefore years l a t e r t h i s area could be c a r e f u l l y 

planned to become one of the fi n e s t r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t s of 

Greater Vancouver. ' 

In 1910, West Vancouver experienced a r e a l estate 

boom when l o c a l subdivisions were put on the market and 

leading Vancouver residents bought up extensive t r a c t s of land 

for summer homes. Daring t h i s period, the population of the 

West Capilano D i s t r i c t was growing ra p i d l y , the land values 

were r i s i n g and hopes and expectations were high. The f i r s t 

association of ratepayers i n West Vancouver was formed i n 

t h i s year and became known as the West Capilano Improvement 

Association. Daring t h i s period, the Worth Vancouver Municipal 

Council wished to aid the West Capilano d i s t r i c t , but i t s 
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f i n a n c i a l resources were l i m i t e d . The g e n e r o s i t y of the North 

Shore Municipality was shown in the granting of funds for 

b u i l d i n g the Itandarave Wharf at the foot of Twenty-fifth 

Street. This was b u i l t at the cost of $9,000, but unfortunately 

i t could not stand in such an exposed p o s i t i o n and proved of 

l i t t l e s ervice. There was also an unwritten agreement whereby 

the taxes collected west of the Capilano River were spent for 

the improvement of West Vancouver. 

The West Capilano D i s t r i c t ' s main reason for 

desiring to become a separate unit was geographical f o r i n 

spite of the improvements i n transportation af t e r the 

building of Keith Road, i t was s t i l l impossible to bind the 

l o c a l units more cl o s e l y together. Prior to 1910 the 

population of West Vancouver was small and i t benefited by 

being a f f i l i a t e d with the D i s t r i c t of North Vancouver but 

after t h i s date the rapid increase i n population made i t 

possible to consider the advantages of becoming a separate 

municipality. The history of West Vancouver shows that i t s 

residents t r i e d to overcome the d i f f i c u l t i e s of t h e i r 

environment, and by 1910 these seemed to be most adequately 

solved by severing i t s t i e s with North Vancouver City and 

D i s t r i c t and becoming a l o c a l u n i t . By forming a separate ' 

municipality i t could deal more e f f i c i e n t l y with the 

immediate problems which faced t h i s section of the North Shore. 

The separation of North Vancouver from the West 

Capilano D i s t r i c t seems to have been without bitterness for 



even while negotiations were under way, the North Vancouver 

Council agreed to the West Capilano l o c a l improvement "by-law 

which raised $100,000 for the improvement and construction 

of Keith Road and Marine Drive i n West Vancouver. Thus, 

the progress of West Vancouver was not unnecessarily retarded 

while the adjustments leading to t h i s separation were being 

completed. The community of West Vancouver wished to become 

a separate municipality because i t cos tro-j. \ -J I ;::• \ or.:. 

T ' . I C . : was a t y p i c a l outcome of e x i s t i n g conditions. In 

North Vancouver the r e a l estate companies f e l t that greater 

progress would be made i f the West Vancouver d i s t r i c t was 

placed under a l o c a l administrative body. Therefore, an 

appeal was made to the Pr o v i n c i a l Government to separate t h i s 

d i s t r i c t from North Vancouver and provision was made to form 

a new municipality. The trend of growth shows that the 

incorporation of North Vancouver City and the D i s t r i c t of 

North Vancouver was advantageous to both and i t was hoped that 

i f West Vancouver became a separate administrative u n i t , the 

three communities could co-operate on large issues, while 

each could manage minor administrative d e t a i l s to i t s own 

s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

In the development of West Vancouver, as i n the 

history of almost every community, three stages become 

evident. In the f i r s t period i t is necessary to develop the 

large sparsely populated area as a whole administrative u n i t . 

As the population i n these areas increase^the widely 



scattered d i s t r i c t s develop t h e i r own community centers and 

the problem of binding them together, becomes too d i f f i c u l t 

because of the geographical b a r r i e r s . During t h i s period the 

suburbs grow more ra p i d l y and more s a t i s f a c t o r i l y as d i s t i n c t 

m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . The t h i r d phase of development takes place 

when the adjacent communities outgrow t h e i r bounds and the 

need for a new period involving amalgamation into a larger-

administrative unit again becomes evident. These stages in 

community development have been shown many times in the 

history of Montreal and Toronto. In the history of Greater 

Vancouver area many of these stages also become evident, for 

example, Point Grey, South Vancouver and Hastings Townsite 

developed as separate units and were l a t e r re-amalgamated 
1© 

into Vancouver Cit y . Today i n West Vancouver the increasing 

influence of Vancouver City i s evidenced i n certain aspects 

of the West Shore's transportation, public u t i l i t i e s and 

s o c i a l organizations where there i s a decline In l o c a l 

autonomy and a greater dependence on the c i t y of Vancouver. 

15. Hastings Townsite was added to the City of Vancouver i n 
1911 and Point Grey and South Vancouver i n 1929. 
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CHAPTER IV 

THE GROWTH OF WEST VANCOUVER 1912-1947 

The conditions which led to the West Vancouver 

Incorporation Act on February 27, 1912, were geographic 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , the desire for l o c a l autonomy and also the 

f 

optimism which accompanied the period of the r e a l estate boom 

in West Vancouver^ This act bestowed upon the d i s t r i c t the 

right to have i t s own municipal government under the general 

provision of the M u n i c i p a l i t i e s Incorporation Act of B r i t i s h 

Columbia which was passed in 1891. When the community ©f 

West Vancouver had reached t h i s stage, it was able to sever 

i t s t i e s with North Vancouver MunicipalityA which i t had so 

long been a f f i l i a t e d . The Incorporation of West Vancouver 

allowed t h i s municipality to plan i t s own future by inaugura­

ting a programme which would best serve the residents of 

this community. 

One of the most s i g n i f i c a n t clauses of the West 

Vancouver Incorporation Act i s in section 22 which deals with 

the d i v i s i o n of l i a b i l i t i e s between the Municipality of North 

Vancouver and the now newly created Municipality of West 

Vancouver. At the time of the separation of North and West 

Vancouver, the North Shore had a general debenture debt of 

$54,3000.00. This debt was now divided by the act so that 

West Vancouver was to undertake the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y for the 
1. See Appendixtfor the complete text of the West Vancouver 

Incorporation Act, February 27, 1912 5 1 3 3 -
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payment of 1156,000.00, while the Municipality of North 

Vancouver was held responsible for the remainder. In section 

22, subsection B, West Vancouver was held responsible for 

loans under by-laws for l o c a l improvements, and thus had to 

assume the t o t a l l i a b i l i t y f or the West Capilano D i s t r i c t 

Improvement loan By-law of 1911, while the other l o c a l im­

provement by-laws were assumed by the Municipality of North 

Vancouver. 

In section 28, the assets of North Vancouver and 

\¥est Vancouver were divided. West Vancouver received a l l the 

benefits of rea l estate within her boundaries and the muni­

c i p a l i t y was granted shares of stock i n the Burrard Inlet 

Tunnel and Bridge Company which were valued at $62,500.00. 

The municipality was granted a l l water records or water 

licences for the streams within the boundaries of this community, 

except those of the Capilano River which w ere subject to the 

direction of the Water Commissioners of Vancouver City. West 

Vancouver was given a l l the public works and improvements 

within her boundaries. North Vancouver transferred to West 

Vancouver a l l the money derived from tax saiaes of land within 

the boundaries of West Vancouver and i t was also given 

authority to maintain i t s own municipal telephone system. 

The l e g a l position of West 



W A R D 2 
•ft 

W A K D 3r» 

EAGLE 
HARBOft 

. u i u r l u i M f t j u i i f t l m , ^ ^ , ^ u n a 

1.006 

uiuafc>.ui7.uiii«!|uiii6. 

Lighter 
PtinMtktnson 

nnu.YDAKr 

uiuo. 

L 1414 

L.7G3. 

1..1W8. 

L . I M t 

j . J — J j 

L 14®. 

1. 1404. 

L.W9. 

L679. U883. L 1345. 

U H 8 1.1 in 

L.W3. 

1. iUO U881. 

f 
/ 

L 7 » . 
MM J 

i . 

U 2 0 2 3 

L.0U0 | L . o w U 

L20W. 

Fed - Tax * o l d land 
Brown bordered - V i l l a g e area 
Green - Gov't. & Ind, Reserves. 

U N 

3> 

U85S 
1. 14 

8H BAY 



-39-

Vancouver Municipality was* 

A l l the provisions of the Municipal Act, 
the Municipal E l e c t i o n Act and the 
M u n i c i p a l i t i e s Incorporation Act and. 
Amending Act s h a l l apply to both of the 
said Municipalites, except where the 
provisions of said Act are repugnant 
to the provisions of t h i s Act. 

'The nominations for the f i r s t West Vancouver 

municipal council were held at the school house on D i s t r i c t 

Lot 775 in West Vancouver and l a t e r the f i r s t meeting of the 

council was conducted on A p r i l 8, 1912 at 4 p.m. in the 

same bu i l d i n g . In 1912 the council considered the large 

area of West Vancouver could be governed more successfully 

i f i t were subdivided for convenience into four smaller 

areas c a l l e d wards. By September, 1912, the West Vancouver 

Council began to hold their meetings in the Municipal H a l l 

on 17th Street. It was necessary to appoint a s t a f f of 

c i v i c o f f i c i a l s to aid in carrying on the business of the 

municipality. The main committees were those of Finance, 

Board of Works, F i r e , Water, Light, P o l i c e , Parks, 

Health, Transportation, License Commissioners and the Board 

2. i b i d , section 35. 

3. Refer to map 0>. Ward I consisted of that'port ion of land 
from Howe Sound to the east boundary of D i s t r i c t l o t 
558. The second ward was the land e a s t o t 22nd Street 

from Ward I. The t h i r d ward lay east of 22nd Street to 
11th Street, while the fourth ward was from 11th Street 
to the eastern boundary of the municipality. 
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of School Trustees.. These committees give an in d i c a t i o n of 

the main problems confronting.West Vancouver. 

After the incorporation of the D i s t r i c t of West 

Vancouver in 1912, there was a f a i r l y uniform increase in the 

population. P r a c t i c a l l y every young community has been faced 

with d i f f i c u l t i e s i f the e a r l i e r physical improvements 

were not in' proper accord with the subsequent growth of the 

population. This is p a r t i c u l a r l y true of a municipality the 

size and type of West,Vancouver. In this ease the i n i t i a l 

and most serious error was made i n the early days of the 

community when l i t t l e or no care was exercised in subdivision 

design in respect to topography, street widths and al-rlgnments 

Speculetion was r c f e and the promoters of r e a l estate were 

too. impatient in opening.up new subdivisions to await the 

time and meet the expense of careful surveys. The c i v i c 

authorities were continually pressed for early approval of 

the proposed subdivision plans and as a r e s u l t there are 

many steep grades, e s p e c i a l l y on the north and south streets 

and roads. Between 1907 and 1913 a large portion of the land 

was blocked out i n small parcels of acreage by the Pr o v i n c i a l 

Government with road allowances provided at intervals one-

fourth of a mile apart. This skeleton road system was l a i d 

out on a rectangular design of block planning which was 

unsuitable for the topography of West Vancouver. In 1916, 

the C a u l f e i l d subdivision was the only one planned i n 
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accordance with the natural contours of the t e r r a i n . By 

1918 the municipality decided to obtain the foreshore r i g h t s 

of such areas as Horseshoe Bay, Copper Cove and Fisherman's 

Cove, making the land a crown reserve for the use of the 

public. The growth and expansion of r e a l estate i n West 

Vancouver required a vigorous public works programme to provide 

roads to make many parcels of land accessible. 

During the F i r s t Great War, the r e a l estate business 

decreased, only to take on added momentum in the 1920's when 

rea l estate flourished as d i s t r i c t l o t s were subdivided and 

sold to many new land owners. It was during this period that 

the municipal government was able to c o l l e c t large sums 

of money from the sale of lands relinquished by t h e i r former 

owners for unpaid taxes. 

After the incorporation of West Vancouver 

u n t i l 1925 the' council was in favour of encouraging:' 

industries to West Vancouver. This p o l i c y was probably adopted 

because there was no i n d u s t r i a l development and the 

tremendous cost of building new roads and supplying public 

u t i l i t i e s would have to be obtained from taxes on the land. 

For instance, on December 27, 1915, the council was i n favour 

of encouraging ship building and other industries in the 

community: ' 

...that t h i s Council strongly favours the 
encouragement bf- industries within t h i s 
Municipality and w i l l be glad to o f f e r such 
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inducements as i t can to f a c i l i t a t e the 
same, and that a copy of t h i s r e s o l u t i o n 
be sent to the North Vancouver and the 
Vancouver Board of Trade and to the 
Manufacturer's Association. 

By 1917, the Council wished the Dominion Government to lease 

the Indian Reserve as a future i n d u s t r i a l s i t e , e s p e c i a l l y 

for shipbuilding for t h i s location was not only near the 

water but also close to the P a c i f i c Great Eastern"Railway's 

Right-of-way. West Vancouver f a i l e d to at t r a c t industries 

within i t s boundaries since there were many more desirable 

locations elsewhere on Burrard' Inlet o f f e r i n g more adequate 

transportation f a c i l i t i e s for the employees. The topography 

of West Vancouver makes i t an ideal r e s i d e n t i a l area but unsuit­

able for i n d u s t r i a l development. Lumbering and f i s h i n g were 

the only industries which penetrated West Vancouver because they 

were dependent on the expl o i t a t i o n of i t s natural resources. 

The early a c t i v i t i e s of the lumbering industry 

at Moody's m i l l have previously been described. Many 

other private companies logged within West Vancouver along 

the West Shore of the Capilano River and up the sides of 

the Hollyburn Ridge. The logging companies which operated 

in West Vancouver r-hor',i7 after i t s i p ^ ^ - ^ s & i i o n u n t i l 

the 1930's were very small shinglevand timber companies 

which u t i l i z e d the timber resources within the munieipal-

4.̂  Minute Book. West Vancouver, December 27, 1915. 
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5 
i t y . These logging companies had l i t t l e e f f e c t upon the 

population of West Vancouver since most of them were only operat­

ing for a short period. Often they were employed "by private 

individual holders of d i s t r i c t l o t s who found that by 

s e l l i n g the timber on t h e i r land they could pay the necessary 

taxes to the Municipal Council. Other logging companies 

operated to supply the Greater Vancouver area with sMngles or 

firewood, but none of the companies had a distant export 

market, since the timber resources within West Vancouver were 

too l i m i t e d . Today the eastern section of the municipality 

haS been logged o f f up to the 2,000 foot l e v e l . The timber 

stands at Cypress Creek and i n the western end of the d i s t r i c t 

are too scattered and are mainly composed of i n f e r i o r cedar, 

f i r and western hemlock, which are of l i t t l e market value and 

are therefore u n l i k e l y to be exploited. Moreover, the 

conservation of the municipal water supply and the preservation 

of the scenic effects are l i k e l y to prevent the granting of 

logging r i g h t s on both the municipal and the Crown Lands at 

the higher l e v e l s . Thus, i t appears that lumbering i s an 

5. By 1914, the Zing and A l l e n Company were logging north of 
Eleventh Street and the Vedder River Shingle Company 
Commenced operations i n 1916. Shortly afterwards, 3. A. Nair 
and his associates asked for a m i l l s i t e on the portion of 
the Indian reserve l y i n g within the municipality. During 
th i s period, the Cypress Lumber Company, Limited, was 
logging Block 23, d i s t r i c t l o t 816 and d i s t r i c t l o t 793. 
The Capilano Timber Company logged D.L. 866 and D.L. 761, 
McRae and Company logged D.L. 888, and G i l l e s p i e Hart and 
Company logged D.L. 558. The Nasmyth Lumber Company and a 
small logging firm was operating during t h i s period i n the 
area of Sister's creek. 
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industry of the past i n West Vancouver. 

The f i s h cannery i s the only other industry 

operating in West Vancouver. The oldest i n d u s t r i a l plant 

i s the Eagle Harbour Cannery which operated as early as 

1897. The other cannery i s the Great Northern Cannery at 

Sherman which was b u i l t about 1908 by the Defiance Packing 

Company. In 1915 i t was bought by Mr. Sherman, who operated 

i t for a few years but found i t necessary to s e l l the plant 

to a Vancouver company. This company found i t was only 

pro f i t a b l e to operate the cannery during the height of the 

f i s h i n g season. By 1930, the municipality decided that i t s 

policy would be directed toward becoming a s t r i c t l y resident- - , 

i a l d i s t r i c t . Therefore, the ci t i z e n s requested the council 

to refuse the renewal of the cannery's lease on the water­

front and take a l l possible steps to have the Great Northern 

Cannery move i t s operating equipment further north.inI$94S i t was 

quite l i k e l y that i f the a g i t a t i o n of the ratepayers 

continues, the cannery w i l l have to cease i t s operations. 

Ih I 9 4 t?8e logging and f i s h i n g industries are on the 

decline in West Vancouver because the natural resources of 

t h i s area have been p r a c t i c a l l y exhausted. By 1925 i t 

became evident that industry would not be attracted to West 

Vancouver^ therefore, the municpality was forced to 

become a r e s i d e n t i a l area of Greater Vancouver as the only 

advantage t h i s community could o f f e r was i t s close proximity 

to Vancouver C i t y . Thus West Vancouver's entire development 
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was linked with the expansion of the i n d u s t r i a l centers of 

North Vancouver and Vancouver.city. 

Since £?he only future for this area seemed to "be as a 

r e s i d e n t i a l community, Iko-r-: *>>.;-\»f the council adopted a 

i : : u ? e d town plan for making West Vancouver one of the 

fi n e s t r e s i d e n t i a l areas of Greater Vancouver. This plan 

does not necessitate a large public outlay but i t does insure 

normal c i v i c expenditures that w i l l y i e l d maximum returns 

and public improvements which w i l l not become obsolete 

i n a comparatively short period of time. The.town plan 

enables i t to proceed with a sure knowledge that i t s 

projects w i l l be carried out i n an orderly manner and in 

accordance with an o v e r - a l l plan and i t s public works, w i l l 

have a desirable co-ordination. Under the guidance of 

a town planning commission, studies and recommendations are 

made concerning many of the p o s s i b i l i t i e s of the community, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y those which deal with physical improvements 

such as streets, parks, schools, and zoning. These proposed 

future c i v i c improvements are rela t e d to the probable number 

of the population and i t s d i s t r i b u t i o n within the municipality. 

On March 12, 1924, the West Vancouver Council 

favoured a Town Planning Act being passed at the 1925 

session of the P r o v i n c i a l Legislature of B r i t i s h Columbia. 

This would make i t possible f o r a municipal council to adopt 

such an act i f they desired to instigate town planning. On 

January 27, 1926, Councillor Leyland asked the municipal 
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s o l i e i t o r to draft a "by-law for the creation of the West 

Vancouver Town Planning Commission. . The "by-law was passed 

and i t was moved by the council that: 

... a notice be published in the. North Shore press 
.that anyone erecting a building i n the municipality 
without a building permit w i l l be prosecuted. 

An opportunity was l o s t i n the early development 

of the municipality'since, with a l i t t l e more foresight, 

the steep grades could have been avoided and a more desirable 

- community planned. It is now too late to r e c t i f y many of the 

past errors of judgment, but recommendations are being made 

whenever possible for the improvement of some of the 

exist i n g conditions. Through the e f f o r t s of the Town Planning 

Commission, zoning by-laws banned the erection of temporary homes 

and the long l i n e of shacks along the waterfront was gradually 

replaced by permanent residences. During the past few years, much 

has been done to curb the growth of unsightly summer camps and 

the application of subdivision regulations and zoning, has greatly 

Improved some of the old conditions. The unsatisfactory conditions 

caused by the summer campers have long since been corrected 

and the damage to r e s i d e n t i a l property from the inroads of 

commercialism have been repressed. There are s t i l l many 

summer homes i n West Vancouver, p a r t i c u l a r l y around 

6 « Minute Book. West Vancouver, March 15, 1926. 
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Whytecliff, "but i n the r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t s there are now 

only permanent modern homes. Under the d i r e c t i o n of the 

Town Planning Commission, not only were the la s t vestiges of 

the shacks removed, "but to ensure sustained property values 

a by-law was passed pr o h i b i t i n g the establishment of any manu­

facturing plants except i n the i n d u s t r i a l areas surrounding 

the northern bridge head. Even here, any plant so established 

must be ca r e f u l l y planned, for no unsightly building w i l l be 

allowed^ Thus, t h i s town planning, and zoning scheme which has?^ 

been inaugurated promises an orderly development of the municipal­

i t y . S t r i c t building inspection and reasonable r e s t r i c t i o n s 

r e s u l t f i n the maintenance of maximum bui l d i n g and property 

values, and insure against the adverse e f f e c t s on r e a l estate, 

due to undesirable contruction. 

By 1930 the Town Planning Commission enforced the 

following r e s t r i c t i o n s that nothing less than f i f t y foot 

lots.;would be sold in the eastern section of the municipality, 

in the western section the l o t s must be seventy-five feet 

i n width and a l l houses to stand t h i r t y fee& back from the 

front of the property l i n e . The following year, the Town 

Planning Commission had complete^ a survey of the parks, and 

beaches and formulated a plan for th e i r gradual development to 

take place over a period of years as f i n a n c i a l circumstances 

permitted. By July, 1938 many people were taking advantage 

of the Dominion Housing Act; thus many new homes were erected 
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under the new town planning regulations. The lack of 

Industries means that p r a c t i c a l l y a l l municpal revenue must 

come from property taxes, but there are minimum taxes on 

improvements and for t h i s reason the building of new houses 

has increased. West Vancouver i s r a p i d l y becoming a community 

of single homes, with few industries and a small amount of 

commercial development. No new industries have intruded into 

t h i s community since the early days of the f i s h canneries and 

the logging companies. The main shopping d i s t r i c t i s about 

four and one half miles north west of the Lions Gate Bridge 

in Hollyburn and the other commercial zones are along Marine 

Drive. There are only enough zones to serve the needs of 

l o c a l shoppers since the majority of business i s conducted in 

Vancouver Cit y . 

Zoning is closely a l l i e d with the task of making 

West Vancouver a r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t of the Greater Vancouver 

area. This phase of town planning i s an extremely important 

const i t i e n t of a comprehensive community plan. The zoning 

regulations indicate the location, the character and extent of 

a l l the major public service and f a c i l i t i e s , including 

p r i n c i p a l streets, bus l i n e s , parks, schools and other public 

buildings. The c i t i z e n s of West Vancouver are becoming 

conscious of t h e i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y in carrying out the pre­

conceived scheme for making th e i r community a fine r e s i d e n t i a l 

area. They r e a l i z e that a town plan i s fundamental i n 

providing better l i v i n g conditions, maintaining property 
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values and i n s u r i n g an e f f i c i e n t , economical and d e s i r a b l e 
f u t u r e f o r the community. 

The B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s p r o j e c t j u s t west 
of the Capilano Paver o f f e r s an e x c e l l e n t example of the way 
i n which the m u n i c i p a l i t y could have been developed had more 
f o r e s i g h t been a p p l i e d i n the e a r l y days. In t h i s B r i t i s h 
p r o j e c t the roads and l o t s were designed to f o l l o w the n a t u r a l 
contours of the land and were governed by an o v e r - a l l p l a n . 
This tremendous undertaking assured West Vancouver's future as 
a f i n e r e s i d e n t i a l area of s i n g l e homes. The development of 
the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s was an important f a c t o r i n the 
opening of the l i o n s Gate Bridge f o r the same B r i t i s h i n t e r e s t s 
which financed t h i s r e a l estate p r o j e c t s o l v e d West Vancouver's 
greatest handicap by p r o v i d i n g an adequate t r a n s p o r t a t i o n route 
to the c i t y of Vancouver. The c o n s t r u c t i o n of the bridge which 
brought West Vancouver w i t h i n f i f t e e n minutes from the center 
of Vancouver C i t y was c c t f ^ i r t i c t e d w i t h the immediate purpose of 
s e l l i n g l o t s i n the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s . 

The f i r s t investment of B r i t i s h c a p i t a l i n the 
B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s area was made by an Englishman named 
Harvey Haddon. He owned property i n what i s today the Capilano 
Golf and Country Club. In 1926 he s o l d h i s land t o P. Burns 
who wished to b u i l d a movie s t u d i o on t h i s s i t e but the plan d i d 
not m a t e r i a l i z e and the land r e v e r t e d back to the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
f o r taxes. During the 1930's many B r i t i s h c a p i t a l i s t s were 
i n t e r e s t e d i n f i n a n c i n g p r o j e c t s i n the Dominions. In t h i s way 
they were able to a v o i d high t a x a t i o n i n Great B r i t a i n , and the 
f e a r that i f a labour Government came in t o power t h e i r f i x e d 



income would not be allowed to r i s e above $25,000 per. year. 
They also b e l i e v e d that i f there was a European war t h e i r c a p i t a l 
would be s a f e r invested i n the Dominions a.6d there seemed l i t t l e 
r i s k of a war a f f e c t i n g such" a remote area as West Vancouver, 
B r i t i s h f i n a n c i a l c i r c l e s already knew of the Haddon Estates 
and when A. J . Taylor the c h i e f promoter of the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c 
P r o p e r t i e s p r o j e c t approached the B r i t s h c a p i t a l i s t .Guiness w i t h 
an a i r photograph of West Vancouver the l a t t e r " was favourably 
impressed . f iR.Guiness became i n t e r e s t e d i n f i n a n c i n g a huge 
r e s i d e n t i a l suburb on the f r i n g e of the most r a p i d l y expanding 
sea-port on the P a c i f i c Coast. The B r i t i s h f i n a n c i e r s were 
i n t e r e s t e d i n t h i s p r o j e c t and w i l l i n g to make a la r g e 
investment which would not y$£ld any p r o f i t s f o r a p e r i o d of 
ten years, and l i t t l e r e t u r n f o r twenty years. The B r i t i s h 
c a p i t a l invested i n t h i s area w i l l i n the future give l a r g e r 
r e t u r n s and i n the meantime these c a p i t a l i s t s have escaped 
crushing t a x a t i o n i n England and war devastation to r e a l e s t a t e . 

In 1931 t h e - B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s 
purchased four thousand acres of land on the lower l e v e l s of 
Hollyburn Ridge between the Capilano R i v e r and W h y t e c l i f f . 
Under the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s agreement of October 
10, 1931, the company was to spend approximately |400,000 
on l a y i n g and opening up new highways on n a t u r a l contour l i n e s . 
This B r i t i s h syndicate d e s i r e d to create an e x c l u s i v e area of 
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scenic estates with a large golf course, club-house, and 

polo f i e l d . The designing of roadways was i n the form of 

crescents; thus surveying took the greatest possible advantage 

of the natural contours of the land. 

Gn September 14, 1932, Messrs. Stockton and 

Anderson, the representatives of the B r i t i s h Properties, 

l i m i t e d , informed the council they were w i l l i n g to buy out 

private interests on the proposed s i t e of the P a c i f i c 

Properties in order that theiritown planning project may be 
ft 

put into e f f e c t . The Council agreed to aid them i n 

obtaining the necessary lands and the company stated that i t 
Q 

would commence operations during the month of October, 1932. 

The project was started inconspicuously i n that month, under 

the d i r e c t i o n of the General Construction Company, Limited, 

of Vancouver. A square white marker was placed at the l i m i t 

of the company's development l i n e on the side of the mountain. 

The building of the P a c i f i c Properties commenced during the 
7. The club-house of the Capilano Golf and Country Club 

stands on a plateau overlooking f i v e fairways. It i s 
a two-storey, rough half-timbered building of frame 
construction with re-inforced concrete and native stone 
balconies and terraces. The g o l f course comprises one 
hundred and s i x t y - f i v e acres of r o l l i n g land, at an 
elevation of three hundred to s i x hundred and f i f t y feet 
above sea l e v e l . The length of the eighteen hole golf 
course i s 6,800 "yards. 

8. Minute Book. West Vancouver, September 14, 1932. 

9. i b i d . . October 19, 1932. 
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years of the depression, and the West Vancouver Council wished 

the company to employ as much l o c a l labour as p o s s i b l e . ^ 

During the f i r s t two years of operations, about one hundred 

and f i f t y men were s t e a d i l y employed. By February 18, 1935, 

the Municipal Council of West Vancouver urged the P a c i f i c 

Properties Company to speed the construction programme i n 

order.to r e l c i v e l o c a l unemployment. Thus during the depression 

t h i s gigantic undertaking resulted in West Vancouver having 

fewer persons unemployed than any other B r i t i s h Columbian 

municipality. 

Taylor Way i s the broad entrance leading to the 

roadway on the upper levels which overlook a panorama of 

natural beauty. Dae to the contour of the land, the l o t s 

have been designed in such a way as to take f u l l advantage of -

the views by placing each building s i t e s u f f i c i e n t l y above 

the one below. Adjoining l o t s are l a i d out i n s l i g h t l y 

d i f f e r e n t shapes and sizes,' 1' 1 thus avoiding uniformity and 

monotony, and the lots range from a l i t t l e less than one acre 

to seven acres. As the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties have put in 

10. Minute Book. West Vancouver, October 3, 1932. The terms 
of the contract drawn up by the oompany and the municipality 
stated that the P a c i f i c Properties would pay a minimum 
wage of forty cents an hour for general labour. The 
council expected the work on the upper le v e l s i n the 
P a c i f i c Properties to employ l o c a l labour and i n order to 
insure t h i s the unemployed residents of West Vancouver were 
supplied with i d e n t i f i c a t i o n cards to be used when they 
made application for employment on the P a c i f i c Properties' 
project. 

11. Refer to the map on the P a c i f i c Properties. 



a l l necessary Improvements and u t i l i t i e s , the residents of 

t h i s area are assessed on the same basis as the residents of 

the municipal d i s t r i c t . The Municipality of West Vancouver 

is in a sound f i n a n c i a l p o s i t i o n , therefore, i t i s able to meet 

i t s obligations and maintain a l l the services necessary on a 

system of single land tax, which means no tax on improvements. 
12 

The tax i n West Vancouver is. only 61 m i l l s on the land. 

Power and telephone l i n e s have been i n s t a l l e d at the same 

rates as those which apply in the municipal d i s t r i c t . The 

water rates are also the same-, since the mains bring the water 

to the boundary of each i n d i v i d u a l l o t . Police and f i r e 

protection are provided by the municipality and the board of 

under-writers have accepted the P a c i f i c Properties on the 

same terms as other West Vancouver property. 

The West Vancouver Council r e a l i z e d the 

tremendous asset the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties were to the 

whole development of municipality as a fine r e s i d e n t i a l area 

and for t h i s reason the large developmental work was 

assessed at the very low rate of $175,000. This low 

assessment assured the residents of the P a c i f i c Properties 

against heavy taxation, thus i t encouraged t h i s project to 

to develop more r a p i d l y and s a t i s f a c t o r i l y than i f i t had 

12. Refer to appendix for a complete survey of the number of 
m i l l s on the land from 1912 -T1947. 
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13 
"been assessed at a higher r a t e . The development of the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties 

and the construction of the Lions Gate Bridge are the two 

greatest undertakings that have assured West Vancouver's 

future as a fine r e s i d e n t i a l area. The large f i n a n c i a l 

undertaking in planning an ideal r e s i d e n t i a l area on the 

West Shore insures the continual high standard of buildings. 

The bridge made i t possible for t h i s community to become a 

specialized r e s i d e n t i a l suburb which is a part of the Greater 

Vancouver area. Therefore the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties 

and the construction of the Lions Gate Bridge gave West 

Vancouver a new beginning for i t proved a governing factor 

in overcoming past mistakes and assured the future r e s i d e n t i a l 

development of t h i s area. 

Minute Book.West Vancouver. 
1 3 * I " i d ..-1Bgr*27; 1946. The B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties' 

representative, Mr. Wilioughby, outlined the work done 
by his company and showed how during the depression 
years and the wartime controls had prevented his company 
from disposing of i t s property. He also showed that 
because of the above mentioned conditions the B r i t i s h 
P a c i f i c Properties had been over-assessed. Therefore, 
the West Vancouver Council granted a decrease i n the 
B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties' f i x e d assessmenttof $160,000* 
The company promised that in return i t would donate and 
dedicate a portion of i t s lands which may eventually 
be required by the municipality for the proposed upper 
levels highway, and t h i s company also promised to 
contribute the sum of $2,000 towards the survey of such 
a highway. The B r i t i s h P a c i f i c Properties, Company, 
stated that they would continue to maintain and operate 
roads and services which they had maintained i n the 
past. 
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The Municipality of West Vancouver possesses more 

natural parks than any other section of Greater Vancouver. 

Many of these have been donated by public s p i r i t e d c i t i z e n s 

such as W. J . Irwin, John P. Mahon, and P. W, C a u l f e i l d . 

There are various types of parks in the municipality such 

as the ornimental Memorial Park,neighbourhood Parks and 

playing f i e l d s such as Irwin, Ambleside and West Bay and 

also large scenic parks such as Nelsons Canyon, Cypress P a l l s 

and Point Atkinson Park. The natural' beauty of West Vancouver 

and i t s proximity to Vancouver c i t y w i l l in future enable 

th i s community to provide recr e a t i o n a l f a c i l i t i e s for Greater 

Vancouver area but at present owing to the lack of available 

finances t h e i r development has been retarded. The parks 

in t h i s d i s t r i c t assure desirable l i v i n g conditions by 

providing spaces in d i s t r i c t s which would otherwise be a 

continuous development of homes and other bu i l d i n g s . The 

parks tend to improve and s t a b i l i z e property values and at 

present are one of the leading assets of the municipality 
14 

which w i l l increase in value as time proceeds. 

West Vancouver w i l l continue to.be predomina*lELy a 

community of single family homes. Through zoning i t would be 

possible to maintain the proper density of population in the 

various parts of the community and regulate the s i t e s of the 

individual homes. Zoning favours the increase of property 

14. See appendix for a complete survey of West Vancouver 
P a r k l a n d s , 1 4 7 • 

http://to.be
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values but more important i t stabalizes values, the primary 

consideration is the community as a whole and not the 

i n d i v i d u a l . The main purpose of zoning in West Vancouver is 

for the protection of the r e s i d e n t i a l areas as a large portion 

of the community income tax i s spent providing services and 

f a c i l i t i e s . I f zoning is adequately carried out there w i l l 

be ample room for the increase i n population as open spaces 

and large l o t development are essential in creating an ideal 

community. I f future Improvements go forward and section of 

the municipality are provided with adequate st r e e t s , mass 

transportation, parks, schools, and public u t i l i t i e s , there 

w i l l be an incentive towards the construction of homes around 

these f a c i l i t i e s thus securing sound urban development. 

Sound c i v i c management must recognize the needs of 

the inhabitants and also t h e i r f i n a n c i a l a b i l i t y to meet past 

obligations and to assume new debts. The extent of these 

necessities depend upon the municipalities^general growth, the 

c u l t u r a l interests.;and the s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s of i t s people. 

These factors are dependent on the economic welfare of the 

entire community. The a b i l i t y of a d i s t r i c t to finance i t s 

programme i s measured in the f i n a l analysis, by the 

agregate income of i t s c i t i z e n s . Thus, the magnificent s i t e 

of West Vancouver lends i t s e l f to the development of an 

outstanding r e s i d e n t i a l area within close proximity to the 

c i t y of Vancouver. 

The West Vancouver town planning commission has 
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made a survey of the growth of West Vancouver property develop* 
15 ment. This discloses that although the t o t a l area of 

West Vancouver is thirty-two square miles or 20,480 acres 

a great deal of t h i s is composed of forest or watershed area. 

The inhabited area of West Vancouver includes about 5,390 

acres* 6 although in the next twenty-five years i t i s 

anticipated that 9,800 acres w i l l be developed. In the 

e a r l i e r subdivisions, thirty-three foot l o t s were permitted 

122 feet deep,'these however were confined to eleven blocks 

between Eleventh Street, F i f t e e n t h Street, Marine Drive and 

Esquimalt Avenue. A considerable area surrounding these 

blocks have f i f t y foot l o t s which width i s now required as a 

minimum frontage in this d i s t r i c t although many of the newer 

15. Bartholomew, Harland and Associates, A Preliminary Report  
upon Zoning in West Vancouver. Saint Louis Missouri, West 
Vancouver Town Planning Commission, September, 1946. 

Type of Total area Occupied . % of t o t a l 
Development by Buildings 

single family dwellings 996. 95.50 
two family dwellings 17.7 1.69 
multiple dwellings 2.7 .26 
commercial 16.6 .60 
i n d u s t r i a l 6.2 .60 
public and semi-public 3.5 .35 

1,042.7 100.00 

16. i b i d , 27. The approximate boundary of the inhabited 
area commences at the subdivision of the Capilano Estates 
and the land to the-south of Union Avenue to 22nd street, 
south of the P a c i f i c Great Eastern Railway 'to Oxley 
Street, to D i s t r i c t l o t 558, including the subdivision of 
D i s t r i c t l o t 1240, between the P a c i f i c Great Eastern 
Railway and along Horseshoe Bay. 
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subdiVisions i n the western sect ion of the municipality have 

seventy-five and eighty foot frontage sections. 

The predominant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of West Vancouver 

is that 95.5 percent of the area has "been developed as 

single family homes. The largest percentage of family 

dwellings i s located in the older sections of the municipality 

between Tenth Street and T h i r t y - f i r s t Street. - The duplex 

houses and" the two or three apartments which have, been 

erected i n the older sections of the municipality are not 

favoured, for the multiple dwellings have no place in a 

municipality that is predominately developed for single 

homes. The absentee ownership, the water supply, and the 

sewerage disposal make t h i s form of dwelling unpopular in 

tlceilmuh'tcsipabrty. 

In West Vancouver the r a t i o of single family 

homes i s very high, while the commercial and i n d u s t r i a l 

land is exceptionally small for they occuply about only 

10.5% of the t o t a l land area. The location of the 

commercial and i n d u s t r i a l lands are in general s a t i s f a c t o r y 

and do not have a depreciating e f f e c t upon the r e s i d e n t i a l 

development. 

The area of 451 acres or 4.60 percent of the 

municipality i s occupied by public or semi-public buildings 

including schools, -churches and the municipal h a l l while 792 

acres or 8.08 percent i s in parkland. The streets and the 

lanes occupy 1,138 acres or 11.62 percent or less thari one 



h a l f the t o t a l area which.is subdivided. There w i l l 

probably be a gradual increase i n the amount of lands,used 

for these purposes as new areas are opened for settlement. 

The land pattern in West Vancouver w i l l require high zoning 

standards to protect the e x i s t i n g r e s i d e n t i a l values and to 

direct future growth so that the r e s i d e n t i a l development of 

West Vancouver w i l l not be impaired. 
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CHAPTER V 
The H i s t o r y of West Vancouver's T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

Systems 

The Nature of the Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Problem 

The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system i s the key to the 
development of West Vancouver f o r the s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s comm­
u n i t y l i e s i n i t s unique a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h the i n d u s t r i a l develop­
ment of the Greater .Vancouver area. In West Vancouver t r a n s ­
p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s are necessary f o r the movement of the work­
ing population between t h e i r homes and t h e i r places of occu­
pati o n which are u s u a l l y beyond the confines of the communtiy. 
Pew other B r i t i s h Columbian m u n i c i p a l i t i e s have had such.'.a 
v a r i e t y of t r a n s i t 5'ervices over a pe r i o d of years. These 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s are e s s e n t i a l i n maintaining a 
balanced d i s t r i b u t i o n of the population otherwise there 
would be a pronounced congestion near the o l d e r s e t t l e d parts 
of the community and an underdevelopment of p o t e n t i a l r e s i d e n t i a l 
p r o p e r t i e s i n the o u t l y i n g areas. 

THE •HISTORY OP THE PERRIES 

In the e a r l y days the lack of adequate t r a n s p o r t ­
a t i o n s e r v i c e s to West Vancouver r e t a r d e d i t s growth. The 
poor roads and the absence of a r a i l r o a d made i t n a t u r a l that 
the i n i t i a l t r a n s p o r t a t i o n s e r v i c e s to Vancouver should be 
by water. A few chartered v e s s e l s plyed Burrard I n l e t to 
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provide a l i n k between Vancouver and the North Shore. I t 
was not u n t i l 1890 that a r e g u l a r f e r r y s e r v i c e was inaugurated 
between North Vancouver and the south side of Burrard I n l e t . 
The e a r l y i n h a b i t a n t s of West Vancouver t r a v e l l e d along the 
o l d K e i t h Road to the North Vancouver f e r r y . 

The land boom i n 1907 to 1914 created a need 
f o r a l o c a l f e r r y system to make the land a c c e s s i b l e and 
hence more v a l u a b l e . The Dominion Government i n 1908 undertook 
to b u i l d Hollyburn p i e r at the foot of 17th S t r e e t and on 
November 6, 1909 the.West Vancouver Tr a n s p o r t a t i o n Company 
inaugurated a l o c a l f e rry, s e r v i c e between Hollyburn and 

2 
Vancouver. The company not only provided t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s of great convenience to the r e s i d e n t s of West Van­
couver, but also assumed the f i n a n c i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of a 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system which f o r some time a f t e r i t s inauguration 
could not even pay i t s operating expenses. The promoters of 
the f e r r y company d i d not expect i t to be a paying p r o p o s i t i o n 

1. Howay, P. W. " E a r l y Shipping on Burrard I n l e t " B r i t i s h  
Columbia H i s t o r i c a l Q u a r t e r l y , V o l . l.< 1937, lOYT 

2» North Shore Express. A p r i l 4, 1910. John Lawsqn and h i s 
brot h e r - i n - l a w , W. C. Thompson, became partners w i t h 
Robert MacPherson and John S i n c l a i r i n the West Vancouver 
Transportation Compnay. The promoters of the f e r r y company 
operated an hourly schedule between Hollyburn and Vancouver. 
The f i r s t v e s s e l used was the "West Vancouver No. 1" which 
commenced i t s crossings on November 8, 1909, and continued 
s e r v i c e throughout the winter w i t h only s l i g h t f i n a n c i a l 
l o s s and no seriou s i n t e r r u p t i o n s i n schedule. Thus, i t 
was proved f e a s i b l e to operate the f e r r i e s throughout the 
year. 
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for the losses entailed in i t s operation were to be offset by 

the increased value of t h e i r r e a l estate in West Vancouver. 

By 1911 the f e r r i e s were operating between the 

Vancouver Wharf, English Bay, Hollyburn, the Great Northern 

Cannery and C a u l f e i l d . This early f e r r y schedule encouraged 

settlement in the areas where the f e r r y boats c a l l e d 

frequently. It was during t h i s period that Hollyburn, the 

f l a i & s t portion of land in West Vancouver; was s e t t l e d as i t 

was the shortest distance from Vancouver C i t y . The f e r r i e s 

were d i r e c t l y responsible for the growth of the business area 

around Fourteenth Street, Seventeenth Street, Twenty-fifth 

Street and for the rapid population growth i n the Dundarave 

area. This early influence of the f e r r i e s i s s t i l l in 

evidence for the d i s t r i c t s f i r s t served by them are s t i l l most 

densely populated. The owners of large r e a l estate in 

West Vancouver decided to r e l i n q u i s h their claim to the ferry 

company because the largest portion of t h e i r lands had been 

sold. The West Vancouver Transportation Company suffered from 

a f i n a n c i a l l i a b i l i t y of $11,500 when the municipality was 

incorporated. The r e a l estate owners of the f e r r i e s desired 

to be relieve d of i t s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y and were able to'persuade 

the newly incorporated municipality to purchase the West 

Vancouver's Transportation Company's equipment and t h e i r 

e x i s t i n g lease. 

. West Vancouver News. "Ye Ferry Timetable of Ye Olden Days", 
July 22, 1929. 
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West Vancouver i s unique i n the number of i t s 
m u n i c i p a l l y owned ventures., This was the r e s u l t of the 
founders of the various e n t e r p r i s e s , such as the m••. •-\.•• 1 f e r r i e s , 
E'1.- ? oipr.l buses' and water works f a i l i n g to gain s u f f i c i e n t revenue 
from 'their investments. Since these were e s s e n t i a l u t i l i t i e s 
i t became necessary f o r the municipal c o u n c i l to assume the 1 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . This meant i n the f i r s t years of municipal 
ownership i t was p o s s i b l e to spread the losses over the whole 
m u n i c i p a l i t y . Wo large West Vancouver Company has. proved 
s u e e s s f u l and therefore business l e a d e r s h i p must come from 
the c o u n c i l or from Vancouver o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The f a i l u r e of 
West Vancouver's p r i v a t e l y owned companies l i e s i n the f a c t 
that West Vancouver i s a s a t e l l i t e community and since i t l a c k s 
i n d u s t r i e s the r e s i d e n t s are dependent on Vancouver C i t y f o r 
t h e i r employment. 

The i n c o r p o r a t i o n of West Vancouver took place 
on February 28, 1912 and at the f i r s t m unicipal meeting on 
Wednesday A p r i l 8, the c o u n c i l purchased the West Vancouver 

4 
Transport a t i o n Company. When the m u n i c i p a l i t y took over ther 
f e r r i e s i t was placed i n a unique p o s i t i o n f o r i t owned, 
operated and c o n t r o l l e d i t s own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system. This 
4. Minute Book, West Vancouver, Apri1/8, 1912. The m u n i c i p a l i t y 

p a i d $6,500 .00 to the West Vancouver F e r r y Company f o r the 
"Sea Foam", the-"West Vancuver Wo. 1" and one scow together 
w i t h a l l the company's other equipment and. the e x i s t i n g 
l e a s e . When the f e r r i e s were turned over to the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
as a f u n c t i o n i n g concern the d e f i c i t assumed*by the f i r s t 
partner was $11,500. 



p u b l i c ownership had the advantage of keeping the fares 
r i g i d l y down to an operating margin as the d e f i c i t s were 
assumed by the whole community. Thus the M u n i c i p a l C o u n c i l 
of West Vancouver provided reasonable t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s and encouraged the settlement of persons employed 
beyond the confines of the m u n i c i p a l i t y . 

During t h i s p e r i o d three wharves were constructed 
to serve the r e s i d e n t s i n the areas of Ambleside, Hollyburn 
and Dundarave. The Hollyburn wharf was i n the most 
pr e f e r a b l e deep water l o c a t i o n and i t would have been most 
s e r v i c e a b l e i f Ottawa had not ignored the West Vancouver 
Council's p l e a of $515,000 f o r i t s r e p a i r s . The exposed 
p o s i t i o n and shallow l o c a t i o n of Dundarave wharf delayed the 
f e r r y s e r v i c e , t h e r e f o r e i t was decided i n the i n t e r e s t s 
of p r i v a t e r e a l estate to use the wharf at Ambleside. The 
key to development of West Vancouver was the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
f a c i l i t i e s t h e r e f o r e wharfs of t e n proved a means of g a i n i n g 
v o t i n g support f o r the v a r i o u s p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s . The 
f e r r i e s had the e f f e c t on the d i s t r i b u t i o n of population 
and the most densely populated areas became Ambleside and 
Hollyburn because they were.within easifeat reach of Vancouver. 

U n t i l 1916 the m u n i c i p a l i t y operated the f e r r i e s 
as a j o i n t stock company. The reeve and c o u n c i l l o r s were 
the d i r e c t o r s and the ratepayers i t s shareholders. The 
s a l e of f e r r y stock to acquire new v e s s e l s or to meet annual 
d e f i c i t s was voted upon as money by-laws. A f t e r 1916 the 
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i n c r e a s i n g number of f e r r i e s made i t more convenient to. make 
the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system a municipal s e r v i c e department. 

By 1917 the competition of the P a c i f i c Great 
Eastern Railway threatened the existence of the f e r r y s e r v i c e 
due to the f a c t that homes were b u i l t along i t s right-of-way 
and the r a i l w a y o f f e r e d the r e s i d e n t s a speedier mode of 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to the c i t y of Vancouver. The s i t u a t i o n by 
August 30, 1918, had become so se r i o u s that the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
reached an agreement wi t h the P a c i f i c Great Eastern i n ease 
the m u n i c i p a l i t y should be forced to discontinue f e r r y 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . The P a c i f i c Great Eastern Railway r e f u s e d 
the request to r e l e a s e the m u n i c i p a l i t y from i t s M u n i c i p a l 
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n indebtedness and since the s a l e of the f e r r i e s 
would r e a l i z e only |30,000.00 I t was decided to continue the 
f e r r y s e r v i c e . By 1924 the r a p i d i n f l u x of po p u l a t i o n 
r e s u l t e d i n the f e r r y s e r v i c e operating at a p r o f i t and f i v e 
years l a t e r the:; f e r r i e s had become one of West Vancouver's 
lea d i n g a s s e t s . 

A r e g u l a r and e f f i c i e n t f e r r y s e r v i c e encouraged 
the growth of population f o r the m a j o r i t y of the i n h a b i t a n t s 
were employed i n Vancouver. A f t e r 1931 a n a t i o n wide 
depression adversely a f f e c t e d the f e r r i e s and by 1933 the 
c o u n c i l reduced the wa|es of the municipal employees, the 
number of f e r r y crews, and the number of f e r r i e s o p e r a t i n g . 
When the e f f e c t s of the depression began to lessen a f t e r 1936, 
a new f e r r y , the "Hollyburn", was placed on the r o u t e . The 
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West Vancouver Transportation System by 1938 c o n s i s t e d of 
three modern D i e s e l engine f e r r i e s , capable of c a r r y i n g 
passengers to the c i t y at the r a t e of one thousand per hour, 
and seven municipal buses were used i n connection w i t h the 
f e r r i e s . The number of passengers c a r r i e d on the buses and 
f e r r i e s reached a t o t a l of over one and one-half m i l l i o n people 
per annum. The f e r r i e s were the r e f o r e the most s a t i s f a c t o r y 
mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and the r e g u l a r s e r v i c e encouraged 
many s e t t l e r s to take up residence on the West Shore. 

The development of the West Vancouver f e r r i e s was 
s e r i o u s l y fitffected by the opening of the Lions Gate Bridge 
when they had to meet the competition of buses and automobiles. 
Although the c o u n c i l decided to maintain the f e r r i e s , they 
found p r o f i t s d e c l i n e d r a p i d l y a f t e r opening of the Lions 
Gate Bridge which provided more adequate modes of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
to Vancouver C i t y . 

THE PACIFIC GREAT EASTERN RAILWAY IN WEST VANCOUVER 

The P a c i f i c Great Eastern Railway provided another 
mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n which g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d settlement i n 
.West Vancouver. The s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h i s r a i l w a y lay i n the . 
f a c t that i t created a d i f f e r e n t d i s t r i b u t i o n of population i n 
the m u n i c i p a l i t y . P r e v i o u s l y most of the i n h a b i t a n t s had s e t t l e d 
w i t h i n a reasonable distance of the f e r r i e s , around such centres 
as Dundarave, Ambleside or H o l l y b u r n . The P a c i f i c Great 
Eastern Railway encouraged a s t r i n g - l i k e growth of pop u l a t i o n 
along i t s right-of-way and t h i s tendency, while i t opened up 
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new areas f o r development, made the problems of p r o v i d i n g 
p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s and other s e r v i c e s more d i f f i c u l t . A 
reasonable and r e g u l a r r a i l w a y s e r v i c e made i t p o s s i b l e f o r the 
settlement of many people employed outside the community. 

On June 10, 1912, the P a c i f i c Great Eastern Railway 
Company wished to b u i l d i t s r a i l w a y along the foreshore of 
the M u n i c i p a l i t y of West Vancouver but i n 1913 the people of 
t h i s area d e s i r e d that the P a c i f i c Great Eastern should 
proceed along the center p o r t i o n of Bellevue Avenue so the 

5 
"Bellevue Avenue Railway By4law 1913" was passed. 

The a c t u a l c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s part of the 
r a i l w a y l i n e i n West Vancouver commenced i n J u l y , 1913 and 
was completed i n 1914. By 1915 the r a i l w a y was proving a 
very popular means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and two years l a t e r the 
f e r r i e s f e l t the s t r a i n of r a i l w a y competition^ so se v e r e l y 
that the m u n i c i p a l i t y was forced to reach an agreement i n 

7 
case the d e f i c i t s on the f e r r i e s continued. This agreement 
was not put into e f f e c t as the f e r r y s e r v i c e continued to 
operate. 

5. The Bellevue Avenue Railway By-law, 1913 s t a t e d t h a t : 
Under the p r o v i s i o n s of Section 157 of the Railway Act, 
the m u n i c i p a l i t y consented to the r a i l w a y occupying f o r 
r a i l w a y purposes a s t r i p of land s i x t y f e e t wide along 
the centre of Bellevue Avenue, thus reducing the width 
of the highway to twenty feet w i t h i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
l i m i t s . 

6. Minute Book. West Vancouver, A p r i l 10, 1917. 
7» I b i d , October 22, 1921. 
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By December 1926, West Vancouver requested the 
P r o v i n c i a l Government t>6" grant the P a c i f i c Great Eastern 
Railway a loan to enable i t to meet i t s f i n a n c i a l o b l i g a t i o n s 
and also to complete i t s l i n e to Prince George. An 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n by the government revealed that the company 
had used up the e n t i r e proceeds of i t s bond issue to b u i l d 
l e s s than h a l f the e n t i r e mileage. I r r e s p o n s i b l e acts had 
l e d to the debacle, and t h e r e f o r e , the government took over 
the operation of the r a i l r o a d . The North Shore l i n e was 
c a r e f u l l y inspected and put i n order and a new s t e e l bridge 
was contructed across the Capilano R i v e r . Por many years i t 
was thought that the r a p i d increase i n permanent settlement i n 
West Vancouver would b r i n g a large revenue to the North Shore 
r a i l w a y d i v i s i o n , however, t h i s was not the case. The 
r a i l w a y began to show i n c r e a s i n g d e f i c i t s because the opening 
and paving of new roads permitted competition from buses and 
automobiles which was the most e f f e c t i v e mode of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . 
The r a i l w a y ceased to operate i n 1929 as the r e s i d e n t s of the 
new s u b d i v i s i o n s were f a r from the r a i l w a y l i n e could be 
served more e f f i c i e n t l y by buses and automobiles. In the 
year 1929 the P r o v i n c i a l Government had a new bridge 
constructed over the Capilano R i v e r which was b u i l t probably 
as a means f o r compensating the community f o r the c a n c e l l a t i o n 
of the P a c i f i c Great Eastern's operating l e a s e . 

In 1931 when the government proposed to complete 
the r a i l w a y l i n e from Squamish to W h y t e c l i f f , Reeve Leyland 
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stressed the u n d e s i r a b i l i t y of the P a c i f i c Great Eastern 

being permitted to pass through West Vancouver because i t 

would prove detrimental to the r e s i d e n t i a l development of 

th i s municipality. The council considered i t advisable that 

the right-of-way should be transferred to the Corporation of 

West Vancouver to be used as a highway or for .other municipal 

purposes. The P a c i f i c Great Eastern's right-of-way occupies 

one hundred and twenty-four acres or 1.27 percent of the 

r e s i d e n t i a l area of West Vancouver. Although the railway 

tracks have been removed the company has never relinquished 

i t s claim to the right-of-way, therefore no permanent use 

can be made of t h i s area. At present i t i s used to give 

temporary access to the dwellings on Marine Drive west of 

West Bay and a portion through Ambleside Park is used as part 

of the Playing f i e l d . On February 4, 1946, the Council moved 

"that a strong protest be lodged with the Minister of Railways 

regarding any contemplated reopening of the P a c i f i c Great 

Eastern Railway through West Vancouver." It seems u n l i k e l y 

that t h i s railway w i l l commence operations within t h i s 

municipality i n the near future. 

"THE DEVELOPMENT OF ROADS IN WEST VANCOUVER 

West Vancouver's large area of t h i r t y - s i x square 

miles contains some rugged and mountainous t e r r a i n . Thus 

8. i b i d . February 4, 1946. 
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road development f i r s t took place on the more l e v e l land 

at the easterly end of the municipality and i n a fringe along 

the sea-shore. Unfortunately in the early days l i t t l e 

attention was paid to subdivision design. Wot only were 

the "street widths and alignments incons i s t e n t , - but also the 

topography of the municipality was ignored. Many of the e a r l i e s t 

roads did not provide for the later growth of population. 

Speculation was r i f e , road promoters were too impatient i n 

opening new subdivisions for settlement, and municipal 

authorities being pressed for time overlooked many steep „ 

grades especially on the north and south roads. 

Prior to the incorporation of West Vancouver, 

Keith Road, Marine Drive, and a few other streets were the 
Q 

only routes suitable for horse drawn v e h i c l e s . Keith Road 

extended from the eastern boundary of West Vancouver to 

Eagle Harbour but i t was frequently blocked by f a l l e n trees 

and washed-out bridges. The P r o v i n c i a l Government had 

opened up two miles of Mathers Avenue i n order to a s s i s t 

in the s e l l i n g of f i v e acre parcels of land. The 

Municipality of Worth Vancouver cleared and surveyed such 

streets as 11th Street, 15th Street, 22nd Street, 23rd Street 

and 24th Street. West Vancouver after incorporation in 1912 

9. West Vancouver Incorporation Act,- 1912, section 22. West 
Vancouver had to assume $156,000 of the j o i n t bonded 
indebtedness to Worth Vancouver which was intended to 
approximate the value of the physical assets which Worth 
Vancouver had endowed upon i t prior to the separation of 
the two m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 



faced the g i g a n t i c task of b u i l d i n g a modern community from a 
h e a v i l y timbered and rocky t e r r a i n . Every M u n i c i p a l Council 
s i n c e 1912, has di s p l a y e d a w i l l i n g n e s s to develop more and 
b e t t e r roads as f a r as t h e i r revenues permitted. 

During the years which followed the i n c o r p o r a t i o n 
o f West Vancouver the l a r g e s t p r o j e c t undertaken was the 
grading and g r a v e l l i n g of Marine Drive and the heavy rock 
c u t t i n g at C a u l f e i l d . The grants from the P r o v i n c i a l 
Government made i t p o s s i b l e to surface Marine Drive from the 
Capilano Bridge to 25th S t r e e t and by 1916 t h i s work was 
continued as f a r as W h y t e c l i f f . In 1929 Marine Drive was 
made a f i r s t c l a s s highway and placed under the j u r i s d i c t i o n 
of the P r o v i n c i a l Government. Marine Drive i s the a r t e r i a l 
highway which has had the greatest i n f l u e n c e on the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of population and has always r e c e i v e d more 
a t t e n t i o n from the c o u n c i l than other roads i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y . 
A f t e r Marine Drive was opened there was a spectac u l a r increase 
i n population such as tha t i n Horseshoe Bay where the r a p i d 
increase was 76$ per 0 6 - i o f i t s former p o p u l a t i o n . 

The most important minor roads and s t r e e t s l i e 
mainly i n the area between Marine D r i v e , Mathers Avenue and 
from 10th Street to 29th S t r e e t , and are i n the most densely 
populated s e c t i o n of the m u n i c i p a l i t y . West Vancouver a l s o 
constructed the K e i t h Road Bridge which opened up a second 
l i n k between the two m u n i c i p a l i t i e s and encouraged f u r t h e r 
r e s i d e n t i a l development along K e i t h Road. To protect the 
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surface of t h i r d and f o u r t h c l a s s roads from d e s t r u c t i o n "by-
heavy t r a f f i c a by-law was passed i n 1920 l i m i t i n g loads to 
6,000 l b s . This was not only a p r o t e c t i v e measure but i t also 
discouraged heavy t r a f f i c from using roads which were 
constructed f o r the purpose of s e r v i n g a r e s i d e n t i a l community. 
Ten years l a t e r , during the depression Reeve Leyland urged 
a v i g o r o u s - p o l i c y of opening up new roads, e s p e c i a l l y i n the 
western part of the m u n i c i p a l i t y along the P a c i f i c Great 
Eastern's right-of-way. Tt was recommended the roads i n 
W h y t e c l i f f , Horseshoe Bay and between Royal Avenue and K e i t h 
Road should be r e - l o c a t e d and properly graded. 

By 1938 West Vancouver had a higher percentage of 
t o t a l mileage i n paved roads than any other B r i t i s h Columbian 
r u r a l d i s t r i c t which had forwarded i t s r e t u r n s to the P u b l i c 
Works Department at V i c t o r i a . In s p i t e of the g r a n i t e i n 
the western h a l f of the m u n i c i p a l i t y and the h e a v i l y timbered 
areas the e x c e p t i o n a l l y high number of 87.11 m i l e s of a l l 

10 
c l a s s e s of roads served the r e s i d e n t s of the d i s t r i c t . 
This high percentage of roads was the r e s u l t of West Vancouver's 

10. The f o l l o w i n g i s the mileage of roads c l a s s i f i e d under 
the government's grading as at October 1st, 1938. 

Asphalt surfaced on concrete base 4.00 m i l e s . 
Bituminous concrete pl a n t mix 27.50 "• 
Bituminous Macadam 10.81 " 
Water bound Macadam .50 " 
O i l t r e a t e d g r a v e l or crushed stone 8.25 " 
Graded and g r a v e l l e d 17.05 " 
Not surfaced 19.00 " 

Mileage, a l l c l a s s e s 
87.11 
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close proximity to Vancouver C i t y . 

THE LIONfiS GATE BRIDGE 

The most important event in the history of West 

Vancouver was the building of the Lions-- Gate Bridge which 

opened up a new and unspoiled area for r e s i d e n t i a l development 

within the proximity of Vancouver center. This bridge which 

spanned the F i r s t Narrows at the entrance of Vancouver 

Harbour stands as the r e a l i z a t i o n of the desires of many of 

the early inhabitants of West Vancouver, Even before the 

incorporation of West Vancouver far-sighted business men had 

not only conceived the idea of a bridge over the Second 

Narrows, but also believed i t possible to have a tunnel under 

Burrard Inlet to connect West Vancouver with Vancouver C i t y . 

This idea resulted in the formation of the Burrard Inlet 

Company and by 1910i many people believed that t h i s project 

would be Immediately executed.^ The optimism of t h i s period 

declined.but i n 1926 another wave of prosperity led to an 

investigation by the Dominion Government on the p o s s i b i l i t y 

of spanning the F i r s t Narrows. In the following year the 

proposal f o r a bridge was submitted in the form of a by-,law to 

the residents of Vancouver who rejected the proposal for they 

feared that the high cost of constructing a bridge would 

cause an Increase in- taxation. The bridge only became a 

11. Daily Province, November 2, 1910. 
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r e a l i t y when large amounts of B r i t i s h Capital, were invested in 

developing the P a c i f i c Properties. These investors r e a l i z e d 

that t h e i r r e a l estate could only he sold i f the F i r s t Narrows 

was spanned. Therefore, they appealed to the B r i t i s h 

Government which was w i l l i n g .to a s s i s t empire projects as a 

means of lessening the depression. Thus under the Lord Milner 

Plan, the B r i t i s h Government consented to a s s i s t i n financing 

the building of the Lions Gate Bridge providing B r i t i s h s t e e l 
12 

was used in i t s construction. 

The B r i t i s h syndicate c o n t r o l l i n g the F i r s t 

Narrows Bridge Company, Limited, put up $6,000,000 towards the 

building of the bridge and $400,000 towards the construction 

of the roadway approaches. This private company was to remain . 

in control of the Lions Gate Bridge for f i f t y years a f t e r 

which time i t would revert to the c i t y of Vancouver. On 

December 14, 1933 a p l e b i s c i t e for the Lions Gate Bridge was 

sanctioned by the ratepayers of Vancouver, 1 3 who f e l t that 

such a large construction project would create employment during 

t h i s period of depression. This large f i n a n c i a l undertaking 

by the B r i t i s h Government would not increase the taxes of the 

ratepayers. 

In November 1936, the building of the F i r s t 

Narrows Bridge commenced and the distance that had separated 

West Vancouver from the City of Vancouver was about to be 

12.. Vancouver Daily Sun, May 3, 1933. 

13.. Daily Province, December 14, 1933. 
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spanned by the largest suspension bridge i n the B r i t i s h 

Empire. This a e r i a l highway of s t e e l and concrete gave . 

employment, lightened the f i n a n c i a l burden of the municipality 

and was a means of encouraging an i n f l u x of c a p i t a l into the 

v i c i n i t y of West Vancouver. In A p r i l , 1937 work was commenced 

on the substructure by Stuart Cameron and Company, Limited 

and by November, 1937 the s t e e l contractors and the Dominion 

Bridge Company commenced operations and from then on work 

proceeded r a p i d l y . From the south, the bridge i s approached 

by a s p e c i a l roadway through Stanley Park leading d i r e c t l y from 

": .J the c i t y s t r e e t s . This roadway is cut through the forest 

and i s a t h i r t y foot concrete paved highway with a grade 

separation feature at i t s departure from the. causeway. From 

Stanley Park, the bridge i s carried across the F i r s t Narrows 

to the Capilano Delta where the approach viaduct meets the 

highway to j o i n Marine Drive east of the Capilano River i n 

West Vancouver. The center of the -bridge allows 209 feet 

clearance, above normal high water; and the main piers are 

1,500 feet apart. The main structure consists of a cent©firi 

and two side spans, suspended from continuous stranded cables 
14 

about 3,400 feet in length. 

14. West Vancouver News. A p r i l 27, 1938. This gigantic enterprise 
had distributed $2,400,000 i n wages, exclusive of extra 
expenditure in a l l i e d i n d u s t r i e s . The t o t a l weight of 
s t r u c t u r a l s t e e l was approximately 10,000 tons at a cost of 
$2,400,000. Over 60,000 cubic yds. .of ready'mixed concrete, 
sand and gravel were used in the construction of the found­
ations anchor blocks and road service f o r the approaches of 
t h i s great structure. The deck on the suspended structure 
is a concrete f i l l e d tee-grid providing a 29/1/3 foot, three 
lane.highway and two 4 foot sidewalks. The two main towers, 

• are 365 feet above the pier to tops are of plate and angle 
construction and the tower legs are battered from 40 feet 

(continued next page) 
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The Lions Gate Bridge was completed by February, 
1938, fenta on May 29, 1939 i t was o f f i c i a l l y opened by His 
Majesty King George VI during b i s v i s i t to Canada. This 
bridge i s capable of handling 10,000 automobiles per hour 
and could provide accomodation f o r a c i t y e i g h t times the s i z e 
of Vancouver. 

The opening, of the Lions Gate bridge was the most 
outstanding event i n the h i s t o r y of West Vancouver. Geography 
had l i m i t e d the growth of p o p u l a t i o n i n t h i s community, i t had -
condi t i o n e d i t s b r i e f i n d u s t r i a l development and l a t e r 
converted i t i n t o a r e s i d e n t i a l suburb of Vancouver. The pro­
gress of growth i n the . d i s t r i c t was slow i n p r o p o r t i o n to the 
neighbouring i n d u s t r i a l c e n t e r s . Former means of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
were not adequate to encourage people to l i v e at such a 
distance from t h e i r places of employment. The Lions Gate 
Bridge brought t h i s d i s t r i c t , to w i t h i n f i f t e e n minutes of the 
c i t y center, t h e r e f o r e , i t proved to be the greatest i n f l u e n c e 
on the f u t u r e development of t h i s area. This v i t a l l i n k 
r e s u l t e d i n an immediate i n f l u x of p o p u l a t i o n and West Vancouver's 
destiny as a community of s i n g l e homes was r e a l i z e d . This 
m u n i c i p a l i t y i s unspoiled'.by;:the M t r u s i o r r of 1 i n d u s t r i a l i s m and i t s 
mountain slopes provide i d e a l r e s i d e n t i a l property s u f f i c i e n t l y 

14. (cont.) 
wide at the top to about 70 f e e t at the f o o t . The s t e e l 
features are i d e n t i c a l , but the concrete mass at the south 
end i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y b u r i e d i n the g r a v e l c l a y of Stanley 
Park, while that at the n o r t h end i s almost e n t i r e l y above 
the. ground l e v e l . 
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elevated to give a f i n e view of Burrard I n l e t -§.vA Howe Sound. 
A f t e r the opening of the Lions Gate Bridge the l o c a l autonomy 
of the m u n i c i p a l i t y "began to d e c l i n e and West Vancouver 
s t a r t e d to merge w i t h the greater m e t r o p o l i t a n area. 

THE HISTORY OF BUSES IN WEST VANCOUVER 

The West Vancouver M u n i c i p a l i t y inaugurated i t s 
own "bus system i n 1916 as a means of supplementing the f e r r y 

15 
service-. The "buses served the areas of H o l l y p u r n , Altamont, 
Dundarave and West Bay. By 1926 the increase i n the population 
on the upper l e v e l s made i t p r o f i t a b l e to extend the bus 

16 
route to serve t h i s new r e s i d e n t i a l area. By 1929 the l a r g e 
p r o f i t s obtained from the m u n i c i p a l buses helped to o f f s e t • 
the d e f i c i t s i n other municipal departments. The municipal 
buses continued to prosper u n t i l 1938 when a new phase i n the 
communities development commenced w i t h the opening of the 
l i o n s Gate Br i d g e . A f t e r t h i s date the l o c a l m u n i c i p a l buses 
could not compete adequately w i t h the p r i v a t e l y owned 
metropo l i t a n bus company of the P a c i f i c Stages. When the bus 
routes to the c i t y v i a the l i o n s Gate Bridge became p o s s i b l e the 
r a p i d expansion of the p r i v a t e l y owned company s e r i o u s l y t h r e a t ­
ened the existance of the municipal buses. The P a c i f i c Stage 
15. T r a n s i t Topics V o l . 1, October 1, 1945, West Vancouver. 

West Vancouver M u n i c i p a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 1945. West 
Vancouver can c l a i m to be the o l d e s t bus s e r v i c e i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia since i t began i n 1916. 

16.. The second bus route along the Upper L e v e l s was inaugurated 
i n 1926 along 13th S t r e e t to Inglewood, west to 20th S t r e e t , 
then n o r t h of Mathers Avenue and thence west to 25th Street'. 
At t h i s time there were three l a r g e s i x t y passenger buses 
which met every f e r r y and t r a v e l l e d as f a r as V/est Bay. 
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Buses were the only general method of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n which 
could q u i c k l y become adapted to meet t h i s new s i t u a t i o n . 
This company had taken over the p r i v a t e l y owned i n t e r m u n i c i p a l 
bus s e r v i c e of Sodi and O'Hara i n 1927 and conducted a s e r v i c e 
between Vancouver, North Vancouver and West Vancouver u n t i l 
1929 when the Second Narrows Bridge was damaged and a f t e r i t s 
r e p a i r the P a c i f i c Stages continued to serve only the North 
S h o r e . 1 7 

The Lions Gate Bridge solved the acute t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
problem which had hampered the growth of West Vancouver 
by p r o v i d i n g the e s s e n t i a l l i n k between t h i s community and 
Vancouver. This bridge enabled the P a c i f i c Stages to become, 
the l e a d i n g bus s e r v i c e i n West Vancouver because i t was a 
branch of a large metropolitan company which had s u f f i c i e n t 
equipment to o f f e r an e f f i c i e n t s e r v i c e to and from Vancouver 
C i t y . L u r i n g t h i s period the municipal buses i n c u r r e d heavy 
f i n a n c i a l l o s s e s as they continued to be used as a feeder 
s e r v i c e f o r the f e r r i e s . Prom J u l y 22, 1942 u n t i l December 
14, 1944, T r a n s i t . C o n t r o l was i n operation as a wartime measure 
to conserve v i t a l war m a t e r i a l s , such as gasoline; and ""rubber. 
During t h i s p e r i o d the f e r r i e s operated a t h i r t y minute 
schedule and twenty minutes during rush hours. The p e r i o d 
of T r a n s i t C o n t r o l shows that the M u n i c i p a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
S e r v i c e s were able to make a p r o f i t under the wartime 

17. The Second Narrows Bridge was r e p a i r e d two years l a t e r but 
the t r a f f i c was i n s u f f i c i e n t to warrant the l i n e being 
extended to Vancouver since the combination f e r r y and bus 
commutation fares between Vancouver and p o i n t s i n West 
Vancouver were lower than the bus fare v i a the Second 
Narrows B r i d g e . 
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r e s t r i c t i o n s which c u r t a i l e d t r a n s p o r t a t i o n v i a the Lions 
18 

Gate Br i d g e . The West Vancouver M u n i c i p a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
prospered as long as i t could serve l o c a l needs but a f t e r 
the l i f t i n g of T r a n s i t C o n t r o l the M u n i c i p a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
Company again showed i n c r e a s i n g d e f i c i t s . The d e c l i n e i n 
the M u n i c i p a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Company was due to i t s o l d e r 
equipment and lack of s u f f i c i e n t buses to operate v i a the 
Lions Gate Bridge. 

This company became more r e l i e n t on the good 
w i l l of the l o c a l i n h a b i t a n t s who r e a l i z e d that unless they 
p a t r o n i z e d the M u n i c i p a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n System they would 
be taxed to meet the losses i n c u r r e d by t h i s company. This 
appeal to the l o c a l r e s i d e n t s to patr o n i z e t h e i r own system 
has r e s u l t e d i n i t s e r v i n g approximately 70$ of the passengers 
i n the area between Taylor Way and West Bay. Thus the buses 
were able to make a p r o f i t which could be used to o f f s e t 
the heavy losses i n c u r r e d by the outmoded f e r r y system. On 
December 10, 1946, the r e s i d e n t s voted t o . d i s c o n t i n u e the 
f e r r i e s s e r v i c e because the heavy losses i f . they, continued 

19 
would have r e s u l t e d i n an increase i n t a x a t i o n . 

18. In the l a s t year of t r a n s i t c o n t r o l the f e r r y r e c e i p t s 
amounted to $113,104.53 and the mun i c i p a l bus r e c e i p t s 
to $67,757.86. Thus the M u n i c i p a l T r a n s p o r t a t i o n Company 
prospered during the p e r i o d of Dominion T r a n s i t C o n t r o l , 
which ended i n December 1944. 

19. Minute Book. West Vancouver. December 10, 1946. 
Fe r r y Discontinuance P l e b i s c i t e . 
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The a b o l i t i o n of the f e r r y system s i g n i f i e s a 
new phase of development w i t h i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y . The f e r r y 
s e r v i c e had encouraged a greater growth i n pop u l a t i o n i n i t s 
immediate v i c i n i t y which i f i t had continued would have l e d 
to an unnecessary congestion. The c a n c e l l a t i o n of the f e r r i e s 
and the use of buses has introduced a new i n c e n t i v e f o r the 
population to become more widely dispersed.and the expansion 
of population along the bus routes v/_,icii can be c o n t i n u a l l y 
increased w i l l r e s u l t i n the fut u r e population b u i l d i n g i t s 
homes i n new areas such as the B r i t i s h P a c i f i c P r o p e r t i e s . 
The more even the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the pop u l a t i o n I n West 
Vancouver the more d e s i r a b l e i t w i l l become as a r e s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i c t . 

The M u n i c i p a l Buses have served the ratepayers 
of West Vancouver by keeping the fares low i n order to 
encourage settlement. The p r o f i t s on the buses pay the 
operating expenses of the school bus thus enabling the p u p i l s 
to attend the c e n t r a l i z e d schools and r e c e i v e an education 
equal to that of Vancouver tfity,T!ta^«*&/sfcompany i s able to 
operate buses i n new r e s i d e n t i a l areas sucb as the bus route 
to the Capilano View Cemetary. Thus these buses have served 
the valuable r o l e of supplying the l o c a l needs of the r e s i d e n t s 
i n the d i s t r i c t . 

West Vancouver, North Vancouver and Nelson are 
the only communities i n B r i t i s h Columbia which own and operate 
t h e i r t r a n s p o r t a t i o n systems. Nelson i s i n the t r a n s i t i o n a l 



- 8 1 -

st age and has three s t r e e t cars hut i s as yet u n c e r t a i n whether 
these should he remodelled or rep l a c e d by buses. North 
Vancouver which owns and operates i t s own f e r r i e s i s meeting . 
serious competition from motor t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . West Vancouver 
now operates f i f t e e n buses and i s the only community which has 
a post-war programme f o r expanding i t s t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system, 
but even t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y i s having to face the i n c r e a s i n g 
competition from the p r i v a t e l y owned P a c i f i c Stage Company. 

THE FUTURE OP THE. ?/EST VANCOUVER TRANSIT SYSTEM 

In the future t h e " t r a n s i t system w i l l be governed 
by the f a c t that the maximum walking distance from residences 
i s one quarter of a m i l e , yet i n sp a r s e l y s e t t l e d d i s t r i c t s one 
h a l f mile or even more i s p e r m i s s i b l e . Thus the t r a n s i t system 
should be l i m i t e d to the r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t s which were 
destined to have an u l t i m a t e d e n s i t y of f i v e or more persons 
per acre. The buses i n the future whether m u n i c i p a l l y ownerf 
or under a p r i v a t e company should maintain a f a s t schedule. 
This would be of greater convenience f o r the passengers and 
operators as fewer buses would be r e q u i r e d . The speed could 
be increased to ob t a i n a per i o d of f i f t e e n minutes between 
buses but twenty minutes may be allowed i n sparcely populated 
d i s t r i c t s , 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s the key to r e s i d e n t i a l development 
i n West Vancouver. I f the present t r a n s i t routes are examined 
i t w i l l be found that between Tenth S t r e e t to T h i r t y - f i r s t 
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S t r e e t only three hundred persons l i v e "beyond quarter of a mile 
from the bus stops. One hundred people i n the v i c i n i t y of the 
Capilano E s t a t e s , Mathers Avenue and N i n t h S t r e e t are now 
w i t h i n one quarter of a mile of the bus s t o p s i In the area of 
W h y t e c l i f f and Horseshoe Bay about s i x t y people d w e l l beyond 
a convenient walking d i s t a n c e . Thus only 460 persons or l e s s 
than 5^ib of the estimated 1945 population of 8,500 are beyond 
the confines of the one quarter mile l i n e s ipot served by the 
t r a n s i t r o u t e s . 

A f t e r the opening of the Lions Gate Bridge the 
increased automobile t r a f f i c created a s e r i o u s problem, The 
m a j o r i t y of t h e . s t r e e t s i n West Vancouver are of a uniform 
width of s i x t y f e e t , and many mo t o r i s t s made i n d i s c r i m i n a t e use 
of the roads i n the community. I t is-now considered a d v i s a b l e 
f o r the c o u n c i l to l o c a t e s t r a t i g i c a l l y s i t u a t e d a r t e r i a l roads 
to accommodate the l a r g e volume of t r a f f i c . The present 
requirements are f o r d i r e c t roads to make every s e c t i o n o f the 
community a c c e s s i b l e i n order that the development of any one 
s e c t i o n w i l l not be r e t a r d e d by inadequate throughfares.and 
adversely e f f e c t the r e s i d e n t i a l development of West Vancouver. 
An e f f i c i e n t system of major s t r e e t s and roads has an important 
bearing upon the character and the type of development w i t h i n 
any urban area. 

The d u p l i c a t i o n of bus s e r v i c e of both companies 
i s r e s u l t i n g i n n e i t h e r making a p r o f i t . On October 3, 1946, 

' the president of the B r i t i s h Columbia E l e c t r i c Company 
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requested the West Vancouver Council to consider the 
possibility of granting his company an exclusive' franchise 
which would extend the metropolitan bus routes to West 
Vancouver. Although the council consented to the physical 
appraisal of their Municipal Transportation system the definite 
proposal to allow the large metropoliton Pacific Stages to 
take complete control of their transportation system has not yet 
been submitted to the electorate * This is because local 
patriotism is s t i l l strong among the older residents and they 
prefer to control their own s/ystem rather than allow a large 
city company to become the complete controller of their 
transportation system which is the key to their past and future 
development. 

This community was handicapped in the early days 
because the gradients and the contours of the land were ignored. 
There are many dead-end streets throughout,the municpality but 
fortunately few occur on major streets or roads, therefore, they 
are not particularly serious. The general location of the 
present transit routes are satisfactory and in keeping with 
the development of the community. Changes in the streets w i l l 

20 
depend1 largely upon the future growth of the population. 
Marine Drive is West Vancouver's main highway and the increasing 
amount of automobile t r a f f i c w i l l make i t necessary in the 
future to make improvements. The other roads in the community 
should be used as minor throughfares to carry t r a f f i c to the 
20. Bartholomew; Barland and Associates, A Preliminary Report  

on the Streets of West Vancouver. Saint Louis Missouri, 
West Vancouver Town Planning Commission,.September, 1946. 
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r e s i d e n t i a l ' s e c t i o n s of the m u n i c i p a l i t y . A comparatively 
small p o r t i o n of the roads and s t r e e t s i n West Vancouver c i t y 
w i l l need tfiajor improvements although i n the immediate f u t u r e 
many narrow and inexpensive side walks should he l a i d . 

The P r o v i n c i a l Government i s c o n s i d e r i n g the 
p o s s i b i l i t y of c o n s t r u c t i n g a road from Squamish to Vancouver 
which w i l l pass through West Vancouver. I t has been recommended 
that a highway should be constructed across the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
i n the v i c i n i t y of the f i v e hundred to seven hundred foot l e v e l 
approximately p a r a l l e l i n g the Burrard I n l e t s h o r e - l i n e . The 
proposed high l e v e l road w i l l have a s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t i n 
the opening up of new t e r r i t o r y f o r s u b d i v i s i o n and the subsequent 
b u i l d i n g of homes. This upper l e v e l s highway would take the 
excess t r a f f i c o f f Marine Drive from C a u l f e i l d to W h y t e c l i f f . 
Although t h i s highway w i l l be very c o s t l y to construct because of 
the r a v i n e s i t w i l l be s u b s i d i z e d by the P r o v i n c i a l Government 
since i t w i l l serve r e s i d e n t s between Squamish and Vancouver. 
This road may not be b u i l t f o r some time but i t i s e s s e n t i a l 
to locate the road and acquire i t s right-of-way s i n c e from time 
to time there w i l l be p r i v a t e s u b d i v i s i o n s of property through 
which the road w i l l t r a v e r s e . 

The h i s t o r y of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n i n West Vancouver 
has shown how c l o s e l y a l l i e d t h i s problem i s w i t h the growth 
and d i s t r i b u t i o n of the p o p u l a t i o n . A f t e r the opening of the 
Lions Gate Bridge i t became p o s s i b l e f o r a great many people 
who were employed i n Vancouver to r e s i d e i n West Vancouver. 
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The use of "buses and automobiles have proven the most s a t i s f a c t o r y 
answer to the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n problems of the i n h a b i t a n t s of the 
West Shore, f o r i n the future the bus system can e a s i l y be 
expanded to meet the needs of t h i s growing p o p u l a t i o n . The 
development of new roads w i l l open more s u b d i v i s i o n s and l a t e r 
many f i n e residences w i l l be constructed on them. 



CHAPTER VI 

PUBLIC UTILITIES IN WEST VANCOUVER 

t 

The development of public u t i l i t i e s in West . 

Vancouver has been governed by two fac t o r s , the rugged 

topography of the municipality and i t s close proximity to 

Vancouver center. The mountainous t e r r a i n has led to the 

development of certain scattered sections in the municipal­

i t y and t h i s has greatly increased the cost of supplying 

public u t i l i t i e s to the entire area. The rugged topography 

of the municipality resulted in the development of three 

d i s t i n c t water systems and the large outcroppings of granite 

in the western section of the municipality made the problem 

of i n s t a l l i n g a complete sewerage system impossible. West 

Vancouver developed into a r e s i d e n t i a l community when many 

ci t i z e n s of Vancouver moved away from the older d i s t r i c t s 

of the c i t y where r e a l estate had deteriorated i n value for 

they preferred to l i v e in new areas unspoiled by commerce 

and industry. This exodus from the c i t y center to these 

newer areas resulted in the high cost of public u t i l i t i e s ' ; 

i n d i s t r i c t s such as West Vancouver for i t s residents expected 

the same services as those offered by Vancouver C i t y . 

This d i s t r i c t ' s close proximity to Vancouver has-— 

made i t possible for West Vancouver to gain some of i t s public 

u t i l i t i e s by granting a frachise to the B r i t i s h Columbia 

E l e c t r i c Company for the i n s t a l l a t i o n of e l e c t r i c a l power 

and the B r i t i s h Columbia Telephone Company supplied t n e 
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c-.iio: telephone services. This enabled the community to avoid 

i n s t a l l i n g i t s own equipment and after the construction of 

the Lions Gate Bridge these metropolitan services could e a s i l y 

be expanded to serve the large in f l u x of new residents. It is 

the p o l i c y of the West Vancouver Municipal Council to r e s t r i c t 

b uilding operations in the d i s t r i c t by making them conform to 

a town plan with the intention of developing the whole area 

as a r e s i d e n t i a l community, therefore, the high expense of 

supplying public u t i l i t i e s must be met by taxes levied on the 

land. 

The development of public u t i l i t i e s i n West 

Vancouver shows three d i s t i n c t phases. In the f i r s t stage 

the early residents each supplied t h e i r own e s s e n t i a l 

u t i l i t i e s and the second phase took place aft e r the incorpor­

ation of West Vancouver in 1912 when there followed a 

period of municipal control under which the previous 

individual enterprises were consolidated for the good of 

the community. To-day a t h i r d s i g n i f i c a n t stage in the 

progress of development in some of the public u t i l i t i e s of 

West Vancouver i s becoming evident. This phase"is the 

beginning of a desire to re-amalgamate with, the Greater 

Vancouver-.iPublic U t i l i t i e s Commission in order that the 

residents ; of t h i s community can be more adequately provided 

for when the population increases. 

s WaA T B R 

An adequate water supply was one of the deter-
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mining factors i n the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the population i n 

West Vancouver. During the early years of settlement eaeh 

resident of t h i s municipality provided his own water system. 

By 1916 the increase in population made i t impossible forothe 

in d i v i d u a l to cope with t h i s water s i t u a t i o n , therefore, the 

Municipal Council took over the ex i s t i n g water systems. 

The Council faced severe problems i n supplying the residents 

with water for the rock formation i n the western portion of 

the Municipality made the laying of water mains d i f f i c u l t . 

Another problem i t had to over-come was the u t i l i z a t i o n of 

several sources to supply the homes with water at a 

reasonable pressure. 

The Council did not wish to abandon the pr i v a t e l y 

owned water systems because the topography of the municipal­

i t y made i t necessary at that time to serve the population 

which had developed as separate areas. The financial burden 

of i n s t a l l i n g a single water system by joining the Greater 

Vancouver Water Board did not seem possible. As long as the 

West Vancouver population remained small i t was more p r o f i t ­

able to u t i l i z e the existing systems, than to j o i n the 

Greater Vancouver Water Board. West Vancouver was unwilling 

to share the cost of supplying and maintaining a tremendous^,-

metropolitan water system while i t s own l o c a l system was 

making a p r o f i t . 

The sparsely s e t t l e d population during the early 

days led to the development of several water supplies, these 
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were Brothers Greek, West Bay ( C a u l f e i l d ) , and W h y t e c l i f f . 
When the c o u n c i l took charge of the water works i n 1916, 
the m u n i c i p a l i t y was placed i n a unique p o s i t i o n of having 
three independent sources, namely Brothers Creek, Cypress 
Creek and Nelson Creek. In an emergency the Greater 
Vancouver water system can "be turned on without delay as an 
a u x i l i a r y system to supplement the aforementioned systems. 

In the f i r s t year, o f municipal c o n t r o l , the \ 
c o u n c i l i n s t a l l e d the Brothers Creek water system at a cost 
of $112,000.00. The Cotton Company, under a m u n i c i p a l bond 
i s s u e , l a i d twenty miles of four inch wooden stave mains 
and the necessary acces s o r i e s f o r a g r a v i t y pipe l i n e . 
This sytem proved inadequate dur i n g the summer months, s i n c e 
i t had only a small storage c a p a c i t y . The c o u n c i l operated 
the water system on a b u s i n e s s - l i k e b a s i s and the f i r s t year 
the annual income-was $2,250.00. In 1919, a connecting 
pipe was i n s t a l l e d ' between the Vancouver C i t y mains and the 
Brothers Creek water system to such areas as r e q u i r e d by 
the r e s i d e n t s . The inadequacy of the Brothers Creek 
system was keenly f e l t - d u r i n g August of 1927, when the 
s p r i n k l i n g hours were g r e a t l y reduced i n order t h a t the 
householders at the higher l e v e l s might be s u p p l i e d . In- the 
f o l l o w i n g year 1928 a Muetler v a l v e was i n s t a l l e d at the cost of 
$2,000.00 to conserve and r e g u l a t e the flow o f the Brothers 
Creek system. This system was the l a r g e s t i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
and served the most populated s e c t i o n of the community. 
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For t h i s reason, i t proved the greatest f i n a n c i a l success 

and i t s surplus revenue was used to extend and renew the 

water equipment for the smaller municipal systems. 

Unless s e t t l e r s could obtain a regular water 

supply few of them would be encouraged to l i v e in a d i s t r i c t 

so remote from Vancouver as the C a u l f e i l d ' s subdivision, there­

fore, in 1908 Mr. C a u l f e i l d i n s t a l l e d a water system, at his 

own personal expense of $11,000.00 which resulted i n a 

number of building l o t s being s o l d . It was not u n t i l the 

population of t h i s area was large enough to warrant the 

municipality taking over t h i s p r i v a t e l y owned system, on 

October 1, 1923 that the municipality by-law 223 was adopted 
1 

and the C a u l f e i l d water system becamemunicipally owned. 

By December 24, 1924, afte r the f i r s t year of 

municipal control, the C a u l f e i l d Water Works had made a 

p r o f i t although there had been a considerable outlay for 

expenditures. After t h i s date the adequate water supply 

became one of the main reasons for this.area developing into 

a more populated center than the area between the C a u l f e i l d 

and Brothers Creek water systems which even today is less 

amply populated. 
o f 

The pleasant location AWhyteeliff caused i t to 

1. Minute Book, West Vancouver, October, 1923. The engineer's 
report showed that the C a u l f e i l d system covered tfeelve 
and one-half miles and was situated on D.L. 811, group 
1 and D.L. 1240, group 1 and that the t o t a l assessed value 
of the land was $67,360.00 while the value of the water 
construction work equalled $9,820.00. 
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develop into a holiday resort for the inhabitants of 

Vancouver. As early as 1912 a' small private water company 

ca l l e d The Northern Lands Company supplied these summer 

camps, but after the extention of Marine Drive i t was found 

inadequate to supply the increasing number of campers who 

came to t h i s area.for t h e i r summer vacations. Therefore'by 

1921 the residents of t h i s area desired that the water 

system be extended but the company f e l t i t could not a f f o r d 

to undertake the project nor did they wish to s e l l i t to the 
2 

Municipality of West Vancouver. On August 29, 1928, a 

contract was drawn up for a new water supply system to ex­

tend about seven miles through the Eagle Harbour and Whyte-. 

c l i f f section. This required the laying of 1,600 feet of 

ten inch wooden mains from the intake to a point just north 

of the Britannia transmission l i n e , while the remainder of 

the distance was to be l a i d with eight inch pipe. 

These separate water systems developed between.the 

years of 1916 and 1928. The r e s u l t of a plebiscite' taken on 
• 3" ' ; 

January 22, 1929 showed that the majority of the residents 
favoured the amalgamation of the three separate areas. These 

areas were s t i l l , however, conducted as private u n i t s , each 

of which forwarded i t s own f i n a n c i a l statements to the muni-^ 

ci p a l h a l l . When the p e t i t i o n was granted the water systems 

commonly termed Brothers Creek, West Bay, (.Caulfeild) and 
Whytecliff were consolidated into one system. This meant 

2. ibid,August 29, 1928* 
3. i b i d , January 22, 1929. 
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that the sinking fund required to pay the debentures issued 

to b u i l d such systems could be r a i s e d from a l l taxable lands, 

and a l l work on these systems was l i s t e d under l o c a l improve­

ments for the whole municipality. The year 1929 marked the 

decline of the Individual separate areas which had so long 

been developing as isol a t e d units because of the rugged top­

ography. The completion of Marine Drive and the r e s u l t i n g 

i n f l u x of population had brought the settlements together 

and they desired to co-roperate as a. whole in overcoming the 

lim i t a t i o n s with which the topography had handicapped t h e i r 

development. 

During 1930 the water supply areas were enlarged 

and newer sources had to be used i n order to meet the demands 

of a rapidly increasing population. The new sources were 

now known as Nelson Creek and Cypress Creek, which were in 

the v i c i n i t y of the former C a u l f e i l d and Whytecliff water 

systems. Cypress Creek system now supplied the West Bay and 

Brothers Creek system was supplemented by the Greater Vancouver 

Water Board at Capilano and Keith Road and supplies the area 

from the easterly boundary of the municipality to West Bay, the 

only exception being Queen's Avenue l i n e , which i s e n t i r e l y 

on the Brothers Creek system. There was a considerable 

enlargement of the water systems i n order that they would 

y i e l d a p l e n t i f u l supply throughout the year.. By a system of 

day labour, i t was hoped to r e l i e v e unemployment and to keep 

money i n c i r c u l a t i o n by l o c a l men being engaged on the water 
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and drainage systems of the community, 

P r o v i n c i a l Government loans were made for the 

replacement of pipes, but the government refused to as s i s t 

the municipality in the event of them p a r t i a l l y or wholly 

abandoning the present water system at Nelson Creek, Cypress 

Creek and Brothers Creek and using the Greater Vancouver Water 

Board System. Therefore, the municipality decided to maintain 

i t s previous separate water systems u n t i l such time as the 

increase i n the population made i t absolutely essential to 

j o i n the Greater Vancouver Water Board. 

The problems today which face the Municipality 

of West Vancouver involve large expenditures which;.are 

necessary to supply the rap i d l y expanding population with 

an adequate water d i s t r i b u t i o n system. The council has 
endeavoured to obtain assistance in finding aipermanent 

solution for the West Vancouver water supply from the 

Pr o v i n c i a l and the Federal Governments and the Greater 

Vancouver Water Board. There has been no d e f i n i t e p o l i c y 

regarding the adjacent mountain areas of Hollyburn Ridge, 

Mount Strahan and Black Mountain* two c o n f l i c t i n g proposals 

have been made concerning the northern lands of West Vancouver, 

the f i r s t of which i s the desire to develop t h i s area into 

a National Park for hiking, skiing- and nature study. The 

second view favours the use of the area for a watershed, 

upon which large sums of money would be expended in bui l d i n g 

resevoirs, and storing and piping supplies of water from 



-94-

sueh places as Eagle Lake, Cypress Creek and Brothers Creek, 

in order that West Vancouver may have a more adequate water 

supply es p e c i a l l y during the summer months. I f i t i s to 

become an area for gathering and storing water i t cannot 

serve as a park because of the danger of contamination to 

the water supply. In the immediate future there is l i t t l e 

p o s s i b i l i t y of developing parks within the watershed areas. 

As long as the West Vancouver d i s t r i c t is able to provide 

i t s own water, i t w i l l effect a f i n a n c i a l saving since i t 

w i l l not have to pay large sums of money to the Greater 

Vancouver Water Board. At the present time p r a c t i c a l l y 

a l l the water mains are covered by money by-laws, which 

means that now the wartime shortages are being l i f t e d a l l 

the wooden mains in the municipality can be replaced. 

The unique development of four i n d i v i d u a l water 

systems i n West Vancouver was a s a t i s f a c t o r y solution to the 

immediate problem of a scattered population overcoming 

topographical d i f f i c u l t i e s . Today -however t h i s system has 

proved inadequate for the r a p i d l y expanding population and 

only solution to the municipality's problem of water 

d i s t r i b u t i o n l i e s in the amalgamation with the Greater Vancouver 

Water Board. Thus there i s a decline in l o c a l autonomy and 

an increasing dependance on Vancouver C i t y . 

S A N I T A T I O N 

In a r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t it' is ess e n t i a l to have 
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wholesome living conditions, therefore, a public health 
by-law was passed on December 19., 1912, which made provision 
for sanitary inspection and general regulations to protect 
the health of the citizens. During the years immediately 
following the Incorporation of West Vancouver, the sparsely 
scattered population caused l i t t l e need for s t r i c t sanitary 
and garbage regulations. Companies such as the Pacific 
Great Eastern Railway and the Great Northern Cannery were 
kept in a sanitary condition under the supervision of the 
police o f f i c i a l s . It was not u n t i l about 1924 that the 
population had grown to such an extent that the problem of 
disposing of refuse caused public concern. In that year i t 
was decided that there should be two dumping grounds. 

The municipal garbage collectors removed garbage 
from the business sections but the residents of the d i s t r i c t 
may only have their garbage removed on payment of a small 
fee. Thus, the residents who dispose of their own garbage 
are not forced to pay. This system has proved very 
satisfactory in the past but now the population is increas­
ing so rapidly this previous method w i l l prove unsatisfactory. 
In the future the garbage collection should be supported 
by the taxpayers and compulsory collections should be en­
forced as only in this way can the community be maintained as 
a healthy residential area. 

The Municipality of West Vancouver has no public 
sewerage system because of the large granite out-croppings 
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i n the western s e c t i o n . o f the m u n i c i p a l i t y . This s e c t i o n 
w i l l always have to depend on the use of s e p t i c tanks, and 
consequently w i l l never become densely populated. To over­
come t h i s g e o l o g i c a l handicap the r e s i d e n t i a l l o t s of t h i s 
area are large to reduce the problem of uns a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n s . 
The cost of supplying general sewerage pipes to the r e s t of 
the m u n i c i p a l i t y i s estimated at $1,290,000.00. In the 
Hollyburn and Ambleside business areas, which are the most 
densely populated s e c t i o n s of the m u n i c i p a l i t y , they are 
served by an effuscent d r a i n . 

The method of sewerage d i s p o s a l i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
i s by the c o n s t r u c t i o n of s e p t i c tanks, and si n c e 1930, i t 
has been i l l e g a l . t o use any other method. In the futu r e i t 
i s e s s e n t i a l that the m u n i c i p a l i t y should provide a sewerage 
system f o r the most densely populated s e c t i o n s o f the 
m u n i c i p a l i t y . When the population was sparse the s i t u a t i o n 
was not s e r i o u s . Today, however, with the r a p i d increase o f 
new r e s i d e n t s to t h i s area i t i s imperative that the question 
of an e f f i c i e n t method of sewerage d i s p o s a l should be s o l v e d . 
When new homes are erected i n West Vancouver the coste of each 
residence supplying i t s own s e p t i c tanks i s a deterimental 
f a c t o r f o r i f a p u b l i c sewerage d i s p o s a l p l a n t was i n s t a l l e d , 
the i n d i v i d u a l o u t l a y would have proved i n v a i n . Therefore, 
i f West Vancouver i s to become a f i n e r e s i d e n t i a l area t h i s 
problem must be solved as soon as p o s s i b l e . 

The s t r i c t b u i l d i n g r e g u l a t i o n s i n s i s t upon a 

3 ^ • re.f To : io S - c O < B 

\' v 
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concrete foundation, complete plumbing and s i x hundred foot 
f l o o r space to provide a healthy l i v i n g u n i t . I t has been 
the p o l i c y of the m u n i c i p a l i t y to a l l o w homes which do not 
meet t h i s standard to remain, but they w i l l not permit any 
a l t e r a t i o n s or a d d i t i o n s to the residences unless the whole 
b u i l d i n g conforms to these requirements. In t h i s way i t i s 
hoped that the older inadequate homes w i l l s l o w l y be 
e l i m i n a t e d and thus West Vancouver w i l l remain a healthy 
r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t . 

P O S T A L : ' ' S E R V I C E S 

The mail s e r v i c e was f i r s t conducted from Vancouver 
or from North Vancouver. A f t e r the f e r r i e s commenced opera­
t i o n s i n 1909, Mr. Lawson became the f i r s t post master at 
Hollyburn Post O f f i c e . In 1918, Mr. Garthone operated a 
post o f f i c e during the summer months at his s t o r e i n 
Dundarave. By November 4, 1918, arrangements were made f o r 
the m a i l s e r v i c e to be extended throughout the year. The 
municipal c o u n c i l agreed to adopt a house numbering system 

4 
which would make m a i l d e l i v e r y p o s s i b l e i n the f u t u r e . 

4. Minute Book, West Vancouver, J u l y 16, 1924. 
On the avenues the index i s the number 6'f the s t r e e t at the 
east end of the block, or immediately west of 14th S t r e e t , 
w i l l be found to be the 14 hundred b l o c k , e t c . On s t r e e t s , 
the 0 hundred block w i l l a d j o i n E n g l i s h Bay and i n sequence 
up to the l a s t of the diagonal avenues; when, to keep the 
hundreds r e c t a n g u l a r , the count must be made at the East 
end of the d i s t r i c t where the greatest number of Avenues 
occur, and the c o r r e c t i o n s made by omissions North of 
Marine Drive to keep the squares i n p l a c e , when walking 
towards.a higher number and even numbers are on the l e f t 
and odd numbers on the r i g h t . • , 
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As the population of West Vancouver increased post office 
subdivisions were opened at Sherman, Caulfeild and Whytecliff. 
Hollyburn Post Office was the largest as well as the oldest and 
was situated in a building on Seventeenth Street. This building 
contained one hundred and twenty boxes, and by 1929, there were 
two daily mails. A post master and one. assistant had charge of 
the old Hollyburn post office, while the other post offices 
were conducted by local store keepers. In 1930 the residents 
of West Vancouver requested a daily mail delivery service, i t 
was however impossible to grant this request because of the 
scattered population in this community. Mail was delivered 
in the closely populated districts of the municipality and post 
boxes were provided in the Hollyburn Post Office which en­
abled people living in the outlying dis t r i c t s to c a l l and 
collect their mail. The growth of the population crowded 
the mail f a c i l i t i e s so that in 1935 a new post office was 
constructed at the cost of $45,000.00. The postal 
f a c i l i t i e s have been expanded to meet the needs of the 
inhabitants but there is l i t t l e likelihood that the whole 
community w i l l be able to have residential deliveries because 
of the scattered population. 

P I P E P.-.R O T E C T I O N 

In the Municipality of West Vancouver, the loss 
from fi r e is low, but in summer weather the stands of t a l l 
timber on the mountian sides provide a continual fi r e 
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hazard. The Government Forestry Department i s constantly 

warning the residents, hikers and mountaineers of t h i s grave 

danger to' t h e i r forests by pamphlets and signs which are 

erected throughout the danger area. West Vancouver depends 

on the services of volunteer f i r e - f i g h t e r s , who, since 1913, 

have rendered valuable service to the community. Every year 

the council a l l o t e d a small sum for the purchase and 

maintenance of f i r e equipment, fo'r the use of the volunteer 
5 

f i r e - f i g h t e r s . There were several hand carts at d i f f e r e n t 

points thoughout the municpality and i n 1921 a f i r e truck was 

bought. 

The meagreness of f i r e - f i g h t i n g equipment and 

possible shortage of water during dry weather created a s i t u a t i o n 

which was r e f l e c t e d in the high f i r e insurance r a t e s . The 

distance between dwellings, coupled with v i g i l a n c e and s t r i c t 

enforcement of "fire regulations exercised by o f f i c i a l s and 

c i t i z e n s a l i k e , have prevented serious f i r e s . During the war 

years of 1939 to 1945,. the F i r e Department was reorganized 

and the number of f i r e f ighters were increased. The four 

water systems of West Vancouver flow into a main pipe along 

Marine Drive, thus a f i r e in any part of the community can be 

5. Minute Book, West Vancouver, January 22, 1931. 
The volunteer f i r e f ighters were paid $2.00 for the f i r s t 
hour and 75 cents for each succeeding hour that they were 
engaged, in f i g h t i n g bush f i r e s , but they received no pay^-
ment for.-house or chimney f i r e s . 
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fought e f f i c i e n t l y with an ample supply of water. 

In the past when the municipality was struggling 

to meet the tremendous costs of supplying public u t i l i t i e s 

to a sparcely s e t t l e d community the pick up type of volunteer 

f i r e f i g h t i n g service was an excellent solution to the problem. 

Today, however, with the increasing population and the 

building of many fine r e s i d e n t i a l homes i t seems that soon i t 

w i l l be necessary to employ a small permanent f i r e f i g h t i n g 

force. If t h i s was carried out the very high f i r e insurance 

rates in the municipality would be reduced. 

P: 0 L I C E P R O T E C T I O N 

Shortly a f t e r the incorporation of West Vancouver, 

the council recommended that; 

A salary of $75.00 per month be offered to Mr. 
John Teare as Police O f f i c e r for the d i s t r i c t , 
the said o f f i c e r to act also as Health O f f i c e r , 
Pound Keeper and License Inspector. 

By 1929 the force consisted of the police chief, two con­

stables and a motor cycle o f f i c e r . The"area of West Vancouver 

has been comparatively free from crime since the roads lead­

ing to and from the community can e a s i l y be patroled. The 

main duties of the o f f i c e r in t h i s area ars to enforce t r a f f i c 

regulations and the municipal by-laws. U n t i l 1940 the cost 

of maintaining police protection was very low, but af t e r 

6 * Minute Book. West Vancouver, October 12, 1912. 
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t h i s date the increase i n population of c e r t a i n areas i n the 

municipality required the appointment of permanent o f f i c e r s . 

In 1944 i t was considered necessary to appoint a constable 

for the Horseshoe Bay area who was also to supervise the 

Whytecliff and Eagle Harbour areas because of the increase 

in the large number of holiday and permanent residents in 

these areas. The cost of police protection for the municip­

a l i t y was s t e a d i l y increasing and i n 1941 a comparison 

showed that the cost of maintaining the West Vancouver 

Municipal Police was only s l i g h t l y more than i f P r o v i n c i a l 

Police were employed, therefore the municipality decided to 

continue with t h e i r own organization. The duties of the 

West Vancouver Police.were divided into two forces, the f i r s t 

enforced the regulations and guarded the public against law­

breakers, while the second group directed the increasing v o l ­

ume of t r a f f i c along Marine Drive which was becoming a 

serious problem. 

T E L E P H O N E 

The Dominion Government l a i d telephone connections 

to Point Atkinson f e. >y^t he f i r s t telephones i n West Vancouver 

were d i r e c t l y linked etc i t . The history of the telephones in 

West Vancouver precedes the incorporation of the community. 

John Lawson had a telephone i n s t a l l e d in his r e a l estate o f f i c e 

at the foot of Seventeenth Street, tn :Hollyburn. In 1908 he 
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was appointed agent for the company, and the f i r s t switchboard 

was in his o f f i c e adjoining the Post Office at Hollyburn. 

West Vancouver obtained a direct telephone 1 

connection with Vancouver through a submarine cable l a i d in 

1928. By November 1, 1929, West Vancouver had 1,612 

•telephones. This showed an increase of more than two hundred 

telephones.*in>-the municipality since the f i r s t year of t h e i r 

i n s t a l l a t i o n . In the same year West Vancouver opened a new 

automatic telephone system at Whytecliff to provide service 

to C a u l f e i l d and Horseshoe Bay. 

The telephone exchange has expanded r a p i d l y and 

in 1947 the number of d a i l y c a l l s put through to West Vancouver 

was 6,000. The number of outgoing c a l l s from this, municipality 
7 

to the c i t y is: 15,000 d a i l y , which gives an indication of 

the dependence of West Vancouver upon the City of Vancouver. 

The granting of the telephone franchise to the B r i t i s h 

Columbia Telephone Company insured the a b i l i t y of t h i s 

community to expand i t s services rap i d l y and e f f i c i e n t l y 

when necessary. 
E L E C T R I C I T Y 

E l e c t r i c a l power is another important u t i l i t y 

which has expanded to meet the requirements of the residents. 

After the incorporation of t h i s municipality, the council 

7« Telephone Talk. V o l . 47, B. C. Telephone Company, 1947, 
July-August, 1947. . 
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desired to operate a municipality owned e l e c t r i c a l power 

system but t h i s plan was found impracticable. The 

franchise therefore was granted to the B r i t i s h Columbia 
8 

E l e c t r i c Company. Street l i g h t s were i n s t a l l e d at the 

corners of Marine Drive at Fourteenth, Seventeenth and 

Twenty-fifth Streets and l a t e r at other prominent points. 

In 1921 the municipal s o l i c i t o r was employed to draw up 

By-law 177 for the purpose of i n s t a l l i n g e l e c t r i c l i g h t s 

within the municipality. After confirmation of the by-law 

by the rate payers, the number of the street l i g h t s were 

increased and the number of hours of service extended from 

si x in the evening u n t i l day-light. In 1922, an agree­

ment was drawn up between the Municipality of West Vancouver 

and the B r i t i s h Columbia E l e c t r i c Company to supply power 

and l i g h t to the most densely populated d i s t r i c t s between 

the area west of Thirty-second Street, east of-Tenth Street 

and north as far as Mathers Avenue and Twenty-eighth. Street". 

While t h i s project was being undertaken the power 

li n e over Hollyburn Ridge and up Howe Sound was completed 

as far as Britannia Mines. The next year two hundred and 

f i f t y residents made ap p l i c a t i o n for e l e c t r i c service to 

be i n s t a l l e d in t h e i r homes and places of business, and l a t e r 

the increased demands for e l e c t r i c i t y made i t necessary to ^ 

tap the high power lineF^O*Britannia to 18th Street, where 

8. Green, George, "Some Pioneers of l i g h t and Power" B r i t i s h  
Columbia H i s t o r i c a l Quarterly. V i c t o r i a , British.Columbia 
H i s t o r i c a l Society, V o l . I l l , 1939. 
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the transformers were temporarily housed. The heavy demand 

for e l e c t r i c power caused a subdivision s t a t i o n -to be 

erected at Eighteenth Street and Bellvue Avenue, t h i s con­

tained four hundred connections. The B r i t i s h Columbia 

E l e c t r i c Company extended i t s services to West Bay, Sherman, 

Cypress, C a u l f e i l d , to the eastern boundary of the Capilano 

River, on the main t r a i l to Hollyburn.Ridge to Twenty-

second Avenue and as far north as Queens Avenue. 

The agreement to supply e l e c t r i c a l power was 

o r i g i n a l l y drafted for a period of ten years, but a change 

was made in 1927 by the introduction of a two step r a t e . 

This meant that household l i g h t i n g was separated from the 

cost entailed in the use of other e l e c t r i c appliances. Stre 

and domestic l i g h t i n g were greatly extended in 1931 by the 

West Vancouver Extension By-law #468 which also reduced the 

cost of e l e c t r i c i t y within the municipality. 

The extension of the supply of e l e c t r i c a l power 

West Vancouver has proved that a large company, such as the 

B r i t i s h Columbia E l e c t r i c Company, can give adequate service 

to t h i s community. Today with a rapid increase i n the 

number of new homes there i s l i t t l e cause for anxiety r e -

garding the position of t h i s company to meet the greater de­

mands for e l e c t r i c a l power. It was most fortunate for the 

future of West Vancouver that i t did not possess a municipal 

e l e c t r i c a l system which would have become outmoded as.the 
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m u n i c i p a l i t y became more c l o s e l y a f f i l i a t e d w i t h Vancouver C i t y . 

THE FUTURE DEVELOPMENT OP PUBLIC UTILITIES 
IN WEST VANCOUVER 

A general survey of the p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s i n 
West Vancouver shows improvement i s necessary i f t h i s i s 
to become an outstanding r e s i d e n t i a l community. The water 
problem w i l l be solved by large expenditures being made on 
the three West Vancouver water systems or a more s a t i s f a c t o r y 
s o l u t i o n w i l l be the amalgamation w i t h the Greater Vancouver 
water system. The m u n i c i p a l i t y i s r a p i d l y expanding and 
i t s c i t i z e n s d e s i r e the assurance o f a p l e n t i f u l water 
supply. In a community of f i n e homes there w i l l be many 
gardens and s p r i n k l i n g r e s t r i c t i o n s w i l l prove d e t r i m e n t a l 
to t h e i r development. The supply of e l e c t r i c power 
f o r the homes i s s a t i s f a c t o r y at present but f u r t h e r 
i n s t a l l a t i o n of s t r e e t l i g h t s would be of b e n e f i t to some 
of the darker r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i c t s . The S a n i t a r y c o n d i t i o n 
of West Vancouver could be improved by compulsory garbage 
c o l l e c t i o n . In the past the method of c o l l e c t i n g i n d i v i d u a l 
garbage was s a t i s f a c t o r y f o r a small and s c a t t e r e d p o p u l a t i o n . 
Today, West Vancouver has outgrown t h i s phase of i t s 
development, t h e r e f o r e , the ratepayers should support the 
garbage c o l l e c t i o n . 

One of the most d i f f i c u l t problems to be overcome 
i s that of sewerage d i s p o s a l . The g r a n i t o i d rock makes i t 
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impossible to i n s t a l l sewerage pipes i n the western s e c t i o n 
of West Vancouver, t h e r e f o r e , there i s l i t t l e l i k e l i h o o d of 
t h i s part becoming a populated d i s t r i c t . Some attempt 
should be undertaken to i n s t a l l sewers i n the near fut u r e 
f o r the use of the remainder of the community.. Every year 
t h i s important development i s delayed c o s t l y s e p t i c tanks 
are being i n s t a l l e d and the work of l a y i n g sewer mains be­
comes more d i f f i c u l t . U n t i l adequate sewerage i s i n s t a l l e d 
West Vancouver cannot f u l l y r e a l i z e i t s p o t e n t i a l 
p o s s i b i l i t i e s as a- f i n e r e s i d e n t i a l area. The telephone 
s e r v i c e i n West Vancouver i s s a t i s f a c t o r y at present, i n the 
futur e an agreement should be made whereby B r i t i s h Golumbia 
E l e c t r i c Company w i l l be able to set the charges at i d e n t i c a l 
r a t e s as i n other suburbs of Vancouver. Today the post 
o f f i c e f a c i l i t i e s are adequate f o r the present p o p u l a t i o n but 
re g u l a r d e l i v e r y s e r v i c e over the entire.community would be 
an improvement. The l a c k of f u l l y p a i d f i r e - f i g h t e r s and 
other modern equipment causes extremely high f i r e insurance 
r a t e s . . 

By the above mentioned recommendations f o r the 
futur e development of the West Vancouver p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s i t 
i s shown that unless t h i s community can o f f e r the same 
advantageous p u b l i c u t i l i t y s e r v i c e as the c i t y proper i t i s 
doubt f u l whether the n a t u r a l beauty of t h i s area w i l l be 
a s u f f i c i e n t inducementvto f o s t e r r e s i d e n t i a l development. 
The finances of Y/est Vancouver are l i m i t e d , t h e r e f o r e , ex-



pensive and sudden changes to reach t h i s i d e a l p u b l i c u t i l i t y -
s e r v i c e would incur higher t a x a t i o n . The West Vancouver 
c o u n c i l has always followed a cautious p o l i c y i n order that 
the f i n a n c i a l standing of the d i s t r i c t be not unduly impaired. 
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CHAPTER VII  
SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 

In West Vancouver . 

West Vancouver must o f f e r i t s c i t i z e n s the same 
advantages as those enjoyed by the population of Greater 
Vancouver otherwise the r e s i d e n t i a l development w i l l be 
d e t r i m e n t a l l y a f f e c t e d . The s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n West 
Vancouver have gone through many stages of development, they 
were s t a r t e d by i n t e r e s t e d i n d i v i d u a l s and grew as independent 
groups. In the e a r l y stages of growth these s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n West Vancouver were s i m i l a n t o those of other B r i t i s h 
Columbian m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . The unique feature of the West 
Vancouver o r g a n i z a t i o n s however l a y i n the f a c t t h a t as 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s improved the o r g a n i z a t i o n s began to 
hold j o i n t meetings w i t h those of the metropolitan center. To­
day West Vancouver's s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s are not separate 
e n t i t i e s but r a t h e r an i n t r i c a l part of the s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
of the Greater Vancouver Area. This has increased t h e i r 
e f f i c i e n c y and they are able to o f f e r the r e s i d e n t s s o c i a l 
b e n e f i t s s i m i l a r to those enjoyed by the p o p u l a t i o n of the 
C i t y of Vancouver. 

SCHOOLS IN WEST VANCOUVER 

In the early, days the growth of the p o p u l a t i o n i n 
c e r t a i n areas was governed by the topography of Y/est Vancouver. 
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The l a c k of adequate t r a n s p o r t a t i o n made i t e s s e n t i a l f o r the 
schools to be operated as small detached u n i t s . A f t e r the 
roads were improved and the population increased i t became 
p o s s i b l e to conduct l a r g e r c e n t r a l i z e d schools and the 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of p u p i l s was undertaken by an e f f i c i e n t 
M u n i c i p a l School Bus S e r v i c e . This made i t p o s s i b l e f o r 
p u p i l s i n West Vancouver to r e c e i v e the same educational 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s as those o f f e r e d by'Vancouver C i t y . 

The h i s t o r y of the p u b l i c schools i n West 
Vancouver commenced on October 18, 1911 when fourteen p u p i l s 
attended a one room school s i t u a t e d i n the o l d P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church at the corner of Seventeenth S t r e e t and Marine D r i v e . 
P r i o r to t h i s p e r i o d the p u p i l s of the West Capilano D i s t r i c t 
had attended the Capilano S c h o o l . 1 By 1913 the population 
of West Vancouver was developing i n c e r t a i n areas and the l a c k of 
adequate t r a n s p o r t a t i o n l e d to the c o n s t r u c t i o n of many l o c a l 
schools such as Dundarave H a l l and a two room school on 
Duchess Avenue. Three years l a t e r the areas of Cypress 
Park and C a u l f e i l d conducted l o c a l s chools. During the F i r s t 
Great War, signs of growth and congestion g r a d u a l l y showed 
themselves but only temporary measures could be taken. The 
Cypress Park school was expanded to serve the needs of the 

1. Minute Book, D i s t r i c t of North Vancouver, August 23, 1907. 
Capilano Sohool i s s i t u a t e d about two miles from Hollyburn 
on the east side of the Capilano River i n what i s now the 
D i s t r i c t of North Vancouver. 
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c h i l d r e n who l i v e d around the Great Northern Cannery. The 
growth of West Vancouver p r i o r to 1920 had "been l i m i t e d to 
c e r t a i n areas hut during the 1920's there was a general i n f l u x 
of p opulation due to the expansion of the whole of the Greater 
Vancouver area. The P a u l i n e Johnson School.was erected i n 
1921 and by 1925 i t was necessary to enlarge the Hollyburn 
School. In the f o l l o w i n g year the former school was also 
enlarged and i n 1927 the Inglewood School was erected. Thus 
the c o n s t r u c t i o n and enlargement of schools i n the eastern 
pa r t of the community shows that r e s i d e n t i a l development was 
i n c r e a s i n g r a p i d l y . The western s e c t i o n of the m u n i c i p a l i t y 
grew more slowly since i t was f a r t h e r from the c i t y of 
Vancouver and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s were not adequate. 
Another l o c a l school was opened i n 1923 f o r the c h i l d r e n of 
the employees i n the Capilano Timber Company. 

The congestion i n 1926 at Hollyburn School was 
so great that f u r t h e r a d d i t i o n s were considered a d v i s a b l e . 
The school p o p u l a t i o n f o r West Vancouver by t h i s time t o t a l l e d 
seven hundred and f i f t y - t h r e e p u p i l s . A f t e r the opening of 
the new eight-roomed Inglewood High School i n 1927, the 
Hollyburn School became a p u b l i c school of ten classrooms. 
This marked the formal c l o s i n g of the Cypress Park and W h y t e c l i f f 
Schools, 

P r i o r to 1927 the only e d u c a t i o n g l f a c i l i t i e s were 
the s c a t t e r e d r u r a l schools which developed i n areas such as 
Cypress, W h y t e c l i f f , Dundarave and C a u l f e i l d * By 1927 the 
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c o n s t r u c t i o n of Marine Drive and the operation of the 
m u n i c i p a l l y owned school buses made i t p o s s i b l e f o r the West 

2 
Vancouver c h i l d r e n to attend the c e n t r a l i z e d s c h o o l s . Thus 
p u p i l s l i v i n g i n the westerly p o r t i o n of the m u n i c i p a l i t y 

3 

were conveyed by bus to the l a r g e r and b e t t e r equipped 
schools which o f f e r e d the same standard of education as those 
of Vancouver C i t y . 

There are two elementary schools i n West Vancouver, 
Holly b u r n School on Duchess Avenue and P a u l i n e Johnson at 
T w e n t y - f i r s t Street and Inglewood Avenue. Although they are 
l o c a t e d i n the older and most densely populated d i s t r i c t s and 
are a mile apart, they serve the c h i l d r e n of the whole 
M u n i c i p a l i t y . The Town Planning Commission r e p o r t recommends 
the Hollyburn Elementary School, s i t u a t e d at T h i r t e e n t h Street 

4 
between Duchess and Esquimalt Avenue, be abandoned. The 
Commission also recommends tha t a nine and one-half acres 
l y i n g between Twelfth.and T h i r t e e n t h S t r e e t s and Kings and 
2 . West Vancouver Schools, '] , . 

Name of Area Year A d d i t i o n s E n r o l - Teach- Rms. 
School $«re B u i l t ment ers 

Hollyburn 2.23 1913 1925 373 9 10 
P a u l i n e Johnson 4.02 1921 1926 520 15 13 
Inglewood 4.75 1927 1944 500 22 17 

16.65 
'3. See Map showing the M u n i c i p a l Bus Routes. 
4. Bartholomew and A s s o c i a t e s , A P r e l i m i n a r y Report on Parks 

and Schools. West Vancouver, 1946, 22. 
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Mathers Avenue, which consists of approximately two large 

blocks, be used for the s i t e of the future elementary school 

as the School Board already possess the major portion of t h i s 

s i t e . Pauline Johnson Elementary School situated between 

Twenty-first, Twenty-second, Inglewood and Jefferson Avenue 

has been recommended for retention. To serve the future 

population i n the d i s t r i c t of Altamont, an area in. the v i c i n i t y 

of Roseberry and Gisby Streets i s recommended as an elementary 

s i t e and-future s i t e s should be in the areas of Cypress Park, 

Whytecliff and Gleneagles. 

The West Vancouver School Board hopes that these 

schools might serve as community centres for the areas i n 

which they are located. Therefore a small gymnasium, audi­

torium, l i b r a r y and health c l i n i c should be incorporated in 

these buildings and consideration should 1also be given to the 

school's a r c h i t e c t u r a l design to make i t conform to the 

r e s i d e n t i a l area. Thus the elementary schools of t h i s community 

w i l l offer the children of the residents an education which 

compares favourably with that of Vancouver and the Worth 

Vancouver schools. 

P r i o r to 1923, West Vancouver students, attended the 

Worth Vancouver High School, but in that year the West Vancouver 

School Board decided that the community should have i t s own 

high school. Accordingly, West Vancouver High School was 

organized and opened in September 4, 1923, as a two d i v i s i o n 

school in Hollyburn b u i l d i n g . Satisfactory progress was made 
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during the f i r s t year and i n September, 1924, f u l l m a t r i c u l a t i o n 
and normal entrance courses were provided and at the same time 
the commercial department was opened. The H o l l y b u r n School 
was.enlarged as enrolment had doubled that of the previous 
year, t h e r e f o r e , i n 1927 i t was necessary to open the Inglewood 
School. The enrolment at that time was one hundred and s i x 
p u p i l s , end -;h v s t af i' ... live. This school was expected to 
accommodate a generation of High School students, however, s i x 
years l a t e r the school age was advanced to eighteen years by 
P r o v i n c i a l Statute w i t h consequent increase i n enrolment. 
The two elementary schools were at the same time almost f i l l e d 
to c a p a c i t y . 

The School Trustees inaugurated an intermediate 
s c h o o l , known i n B r i t i s h Columbia as a J u n i o r High School. 
This system was a u t h o r i z e d by the V i c t o r i a Department of Education 
and was p a t t e r n e d * a f t e r the plan that has been followed f o r 
many years by schools i n other c o u n t r i e s . When t h i s system 
was standardized i n the B r i t i s h Columbia school curriculum 

West Vancouver's secondary schools were able t o A r e a d j u s t e d 
without d i f f i c u l t and c o s t l y changes. A j u n i o r high school i s 
l o c a t e d along w i t h the s e n i o r high school on Inglewood Avenue, 
n o r t h of Twelfth S t r e e t and i t i s recommended that t h i s s i t e 
be expanded n o r t h to Mathers Avenue and west near Eighteenth 
Avenue. This a d d i t i o n a l twelve acres w i l l take care of the 
fu t u r e needs of>a se n i o r high school f o r the e n t i r e m u n i c i p a l i t y 
and a j u n i o r high school f o r the eastern p o r t i o n . The 



-114-

Inglewood High School i s overcrowded hut plans have been made 
f o r i t s enlargement. 

Night Schools were conducted i n 1929 because 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n made i t inconvenient f o r the r e s i d e n t s of the 
West Shore to attend Vancouver Night School c l a s s e s . During 
the depression the classes were forced to close owing to the 
la c k of f i n a n c e . The night schools were reopended i n the 
autumn of 1945 when woodwork and manual a r t s i n s t r u c t i o n were 
taught and i n the future as the enrolment increases more 
courses w i l l be o f f e r e d to the r e s i d e n t s . 

CLUBS AND ASSOCIATIONS IN WEST VANCOUVER 

In the M u n i c i p a l i t y of West Vancouver there are 
many or g a n i z a t i o n s and clubs which f o s t e r the growth of the 
community and e n r i c h i t s s o c i a l l i f e . They have made outstanding 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the development of t h i s community. The most 
s i g n i f i c a n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y are c l o s e l y 
a f f i l i a t e d w i t h s i m i l a r branches i n Vancouver. They were o f t e n 
begun by sm a l l groups of i n t e r e s t e d i n d i v i d u a l s d e s i r i n g to 
promote community w e l f a r e . As the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s 
improved West Vancouver s o c i a l groups became more c l o s e l y 
l i n k e d w i t h those of the c i t y . These groups f r e q u e n t l y arranged 
j o i n t meetings to enable them to solve t h e i r problems on a 
metropol i t a n r a t h e r than a purely l o c a l b a s i s . : 

The Hollyburn P u b l i c L i b r a r y A s s o c i a t i o n was formed 
i n 1921 and became a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the P r o v i n c i a l T r a v e l l i n g 
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L i b r a r i e s at V i c t o r i a . P a r t of. i t s f i x e d charge was an annual 
sum of $50.00 i n r e t u r n f o r which the Holl y b u r n P u b l i c 
L i b r a r y r e c e i v e d a large s e l e c t i o n of n o n - f i c t i o n and j u v e n i l e 
books three times per year. By 1929 the l i b r a r y had a c i r c u l a t i o n 
of two Jiundred and twenty books per week. The mun i c i p a l c o u n c i l 
supported the l i b r a r y by c o n t r i b u t i n g small sums of money annually 
towards i t s upkeep, but during the years of depression the l i b r a r y 
was closed f o r l a c k of s u f f i c i e n t funds. I n t e r e s t i n having the 
p u b l i c l i b r a r y reopened has never ceased and although the 
municipal c o u n c i l favours t h i s suggestion so f a r i t has not 
become a r e a l i t y . With the opening of the Lions Gate Bridge 
the c i t y of Vancouver i s w i t h i n easy reach of West Vancouver 
thus enabling the r e s i d e n t s to use the Vancouver P u b l i c L i b r a r y . 
In the fut u r e as the population of West Vancouver increases 
a l i b r a r y s i t u a t e d i n some convenient place w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t 
would be a r e s i d e n t i a l a t t r a c t i o n . 

The f i r s t branch of the Parental Teachers 
A s s o c i a t i o n i n West Vancouver was formed i n 1920 under the 
d i r e c t i o n of o f f i c i a l s from the C i t y F e d e r a t i o n . The' s c a t t e r e d 
population made i t necessary to form three separate o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
i n conjunction w i t h Dundarave School, Hollyburn School and 
Pauline Johnson School. In 1923 they u n i t e d i n t o one organ­
i z a t i o n and thus were able to encourage education more e f f e c t i v e l y 
w i t h i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y . 

The West Vancouver H o r t i c u l t u r a l and A g r i c u l t u r a l 0 

A s s o c i a t i o n was formed i n 1917, and i s one of the olde s t 
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o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n West Vancouver. In order that the a f f a i r s 
of the a s s o c i a t i o n might be conducted i n a b u s i n e s s - l i k e 
manner, i t was incorporated under the A g r i c u l t u r a l A c t . I t s 
objects have been to promote a g r i c u l t u r e and h o r t i c u l t u r e 
i n a l l i t s branches and to a i d i n b e a u t i f y i n g the M u n i c i p a l i t y 
of West Vancouver. 

Another of the e a r l y p u b l i c o r g a n i z a t i o n s was /fefee-ai 

Almperia l Order of ti i s Daughters -t$ the Empire which on A p r i l 
22, 1 9 2 0 , under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the P r o v i n c i a l Chapter 
of B r i t i s h Columbia ;was named a f t e r Duncan Lawson. This 
o r g a n i z a t i o n has done much f o r the development of West 
Vancouver by showing a keen i n t e r e s t i n l o c a l w e l f a r e . I t 
organized ar. movement to have a s u i t a b l e i n s c r i p t i o n placed on 
the Memorial Park Cenotaph, and has been r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 
upkeep of the memorial arch and park. West Vancouver- has 
branches of the other important o r g a n i z a t i o n s such as the 
Canadian Legion, Red Cross and S t . John's Ambulance. These 
groups are c o n s t a n t l y o f f e r i n g t h e i r s e r v i c e s f o r the 
improvement of the community. 

These s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s and clubs have helped 
to develop a f e e l i n g of u n i t y w i t h i n the d i s t r i c t and were 
most a c t i v e p r i o r to the opening of the Lions Gate Bridge. 
These groups were very s i m i l a r to those of other m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
but a f t e r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Lions Gate Bridge there was 
an i n f l u x of r e s i d e n t s who d e s i r e d to become more c l o s e l y 
a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the c i t y of Vancouver. The i n t e r e s t s of the 
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r e s i d e n t s became more metrop o l i t a n and s o c i a l l e a d e r s h i p was 
found i n the c i t y r a t h e r than i n the l o c a l groups which had 
evolved during the e a r l i e r y e a r s . West Vancouver became the 
r e s i d e n t i a l area of Greater Vancouver and the i n t e r e s t s o o f 
of i t s i n h a b i t a n t s turned to the met r o p o l i t a n center f o r i t s 
l e a d e r s h i p . 

CHURCHES 

The churches of West Vancouver, f u l f i l l the s p i r i ­
t u a l needs of the people and promote community w e l f a r e . The 
congregation increased from small gatherings who "...held t h e i r 
S e r v i c e s i n p r i v a t e homes to large groups who attend the 
churches i n the many populated s e c t i o n s of the m u n i c i p a l i t y . 
The West Vancouver Churches are now part of the Greater 
Vancouver Church o r g a n i z a t i o n s . The s p i r i t u a l l i f e . o f the 
community has always been w e l l provided f o r and the v a r i o u s 
churches have had a profound i n f l u e n c e on the r e s i d e n t s of 
West Vancouver. The r e l i g i o u s denominations that are 
represented i n West Vancouver are the Roman C a t h o l i c Church, 
United Church and the Church of England. .. ' 

The f i r s t r e l i g i o u s services-were held i n p r i v a t e 
homes by v i s i t i n g m i s s i o n a r i e s . P r e s b y t e r i a n s e r v i c e s 
were conducted i n 1907 and t h i s group made a formal 
amalgamation w i t h the B a p t i s t Church i n 1919 to become the 

r 

present West Vancouver United Church. In the f o l l o w i n g year 
a church was constructed at the corner of Marine Drive and 
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and Twenty-second S t r e e t , 
In the e a r l y days of West Vancouver, the few 

C a t h o l i c f a m i l i e s l i v i n g i n the d i s t r i c t depended upon v i s i t i n g 
m i s s i o n a r i e s from the neighbouring parishes coming to t h e i r 
homes to say Mass. The s i t e f o r S t . Anthony's Roman C a t h o l i c 
Church was donated by His Highness Archbishop T. Casey, and a 
generous monetary donation was made by Father Bedard of 
St. John's Missionary House, Vancouver, and a f r i e n d i n 
Toronto, i n 1922. Since t h a t time church f u r n i s h i n g s have been 
s u p p l i e d and donations r e c e i v e d from the S i s t e r s of 
Providence, S t . PaulNs;, H o s p i t a l , and the Women's Mi s s i o n a r y 
A u x i l i a r y i n Toronto. The Ladies' A l t a r S o c i e t y r a i s e d funds -
f o r f u r t h e r improvements through t h e i r s o c i a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

In the s p r i n g of 1913, the f i r s t A n g l i c a n Services 
were conducted by His Grace Archbishop de P e n c i e r . In 1915 
the f i r s t permanent church of S t . Stephen was erec t e d . By 
1920, w i t h the r a p i d expansion of West Vancouver, there 
was a demand f o r a r e s i d e n t p r i e s t i n the p a r i s h and steps 
were taken towards the b u i l d i n g of a r e c t o r y . The Rev. James 
P. Dingle was the f i r s t r e s i d e n t Rector of S t . Stephens 
Church. In January, 1928, the second p a r i s h church, S t . 
F r a n c i s i n the Woods, was b u i l t on a l o t donated by Mr. 
F r a n c i s W. C a u l f e i l d and i t s plans were supervised by M. H. A. 
Stone. The churches of West Vancouver have s u p p l i e d the 
s p i r i t u a l needs of the community and have s t i m u l a t e d s o c i a l 
u n i t y f o r the b e n e f i t of the r e s i d e n t s . 
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PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 

Co-operation has been the key i n West Vancouver 
p u b l i c h e a l t h s e r v i c e s which became part of the North Shore 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Health U n i t . S h o r t l y a f t e r the i n c o r p o r a t i o n of 
West Vancouver i n 1912 t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y appointed a medical 
h e a l t h o f f i c e r . In 1921 the V i c t o r i a n Order of Nurses served 
the community and by 1929 there were three doctors and a d e n t i s t 
p r a c t i c i n g i n West Vancouver. The three North Shore 
communities support a j o i n t h o s p i t a l i n North Vancouver C i t y . 
Thus West Vancouver does not have the expense of m a i n t a i n i n g 
a l o c a l h o s p i t a l as t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y r e c e i v e d the b e n e f i t of 
a $352,000 North Vancouver H o s p i t a l . 

In 1946 West Vancouver agreed to b u i l d an extention 
to t h i s h o s p i t a l at the cost of $80,000 and continued to use 
the North Vancouver H o s p i t a l . In 1943 a proposal was made to 
the West Vancouver Council whereby a M e t r o p o l i t a n Health Board 
would operate i n conjunction w i t h a l l the e x i s t i n g Health 
S e r v i c e s i n the c i t i e s and d i s t r i c t s i n Burrard I n l e t and 
Fraser R i v e r area. 

Thus the West Vancouver D i s t r i c t was u n i t e d w i t h 
the D i s t r i c t and C i t y of North Vancouver to form a North 
Shore Health Union a s s u r i n g West Vancouver the s e r v i c e s of the 
present nurse and s a n i t a r y i n s p e c t o r and one a d d i t i o n a l nurse 
at no e x t r a cost to the m u n i c i p a l i t y . The r e s p e c t i v e 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s could be u n i t e d i n t o one d i s t r i c t or union by 
passing concurrent by-laws on h e a l t h p r o t e c t i o n . In 1947, 
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the North Shore Health Service i s d i r e c t e d by Dr. Baker, and 
i n West Vancouver there are two f u l l - t i m e nurses employed. 
Their work f a l l s i n t o three d i v i s i o n s , care of schools, i n f a n t 
welfare and t u b e r c u l o s i s . 

C l o s e l y a l l i e d w ith t h i s work are the S o c a i l Ser­
v i c e s i n the m u n i c i p a l i t y . S h o r t l y a f t e r i n c o r p o r a t i o n , 
welfare work was f o s t e r e d by the churches and other p r i v a t e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s to whom the M u n i c i p a l C o u n c i l gave f i n a n c i a l 
a s s istance when necessary. Often tag days were held f o r 
s o c i a l welfare causes, but there was no c o n s i s t e n t or- organized 
body to carry out the s o c i a l welfare of the d i s t r i c t . Between 
1919 and 1929, r e l i e f was of a l o c a l nature and s o c i a l welfare 
was only needed by a small number of persons. In 1930, the 
depression brought an increase of unemployment and s o c i a l 
s e r v i c e s were u r g e n t l y r e q u i r e d . By 1933, unemployment r e l i e f 
t o t a l l e d $30,678.11 and the s o c i a l s e r v i c e s provided $3,414.50. 
By 1937 the depression had p a r t i a l l y l i f t e d and the cost of 
r e l i e f was reduced. The S o c i a l S e r v i c e workers i n West 
Vancouver co-operate with the Greater Vancouver branch and they 
provide an understanding l i n k which promotes greater welfare 
w i t h i n the community. In 1945 the cost of s o c i a l a s s i s t a n c e 
amounted to $8,242.71 and t h i s w i l l increase as the needs f o r 
post war readjustments are being met i n West Vancouver. 

West Vancouver i s a f i n e r e s i d e n t i a l area o f 
Greater Vancouver and i t o f f e r s i t s i n h a b i t a n t s the same 
b e n e f i t s of. s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s as they would r e c e i v e i n any 
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other suburb of Vancouver. The growth of s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i n West Vancouver has shown the i n f l u e n c e of the topography 
upon t h e i r e a r l y s c a t t e r e d development. The expansion of 
Vancouver C i t y and the improvement i n t r a n s p o r t a t i o n has made 
t h i s community endeavour to solve i t s problems i n a s s o c i a t i o n 
w i t h the l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s on a m e t r o p o l i t a n b a s i s of the 
Greater Vancouver area. Thus the s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s show 
that West Vancouver i s becoming i n c r e a s i n g l y dependent on 
Vancouver c i t y f o r l e a d e r s h i p i n these f i e l d s . 
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CHAPTER VIII  

Conclusion 

Vancouver i s the largest Canadian port on the 

P a c i f i c Coast and i t is one of the most r a p i d l y expanding c i t i e s 

in Canada. Since the Second World War the population of th i s 

c i t y has increased from 2:i';&r49;6- to 43)3.̂ •p55'Q. The Greater 

Vancouver area has "become a cluster of c i t i e s , town and 

munici p a l i t i e s , many of which are only separated by a r t i f i c i a l 

boundaries. It i s important that the town plans of these 

communities are co-ordinated to control the development of the 

general pattern of the whole area. Vancouver has grown over 

an area of f o r t y - f i v e square miles with more reckless disregard 

for transportation costs and public u t i l i t i e s than any other 

c i t y i n Canada. Most of i t s development has been uncontrolled 

except in d i s t r i c t s such as Shaughnessy Heights which were 

protected by planning. As the c i t y grew from i t s o r i g i n a l 

commercial centre>at False Creek a r i n g of blight was created. 

In Vancouver the population has always been able to move to the 

outlying d i s t r i c t s when the areas in which they were l i v i n g 

deteriorated. 

Today Vancouver occupies three times more land than 

would have been necessary i f i t s growth had been c a r e f u l l y 

planned. This c i t y ' s haphazard and uncontrolled expansion has 

resulted in the intermingling of i n d u s t r i a l and r e s i d e n t i a l 

areas to the detriment of both. The residents moved.from the 
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unplanned areas to newer dist r i c t s which "became accessible as 
Hastings, Kingsway, Broadway and Granville Streets were extended -
farther from the heart of the city. This movement of 
decentralization caused the Fi r s t Narrows Bridge to be built- and 
homes to be constructed on West Vancouver's mountain slopes. 
The solution to Vancouver's problem does not l i e in the exodus 
of the inhabitants to the suburbs but rather in replanning 
the declining areas. At present the centre of Vancouver has 
become burdened with areas which have lost their former status 
and value. 

Most large cities experience this widening process 
which is the major cause for the growth of sate l l i t e communities 
such as West Vancouver. A sound financial and social solution 
for Vancouver would be to replan i t s deteriorated areas where 
public u t i l i t i e s have already been installed thus enabling the 
population to live within a reasonable distance of the city 
centre. 

The significance of West Vancouver l i e s in the fact 
that i t is a residential hinterland of the metropolis of 
Vancouver. Many of i t s problems of overcoming topographical 
d i f f i c u l t i e s , building roads and supplying public u t i l i t i e s , 
were similar to those of other British Columbian Municipalities; 
but the solutions this municipality reached were different 
because this area has never been self sufficient. Its growth 
has been governed by its cfcftse association with the industrial 
development of the Greater Vancouver area. 
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The topography and geology have made i n d u s t r i a l 
development impossible, t h e r e f o r e , only i t s l o c a t i o n destined 
i t to become a r e s i d e n t i a l ar.ea of Vancouver C i t y . Other 
B r i t i s h Columbian m u n i c i p a l i t i e s are s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g and have 
grown as a r e s u l t of i n t e r n a l s t i m u l u s , but West Vancouver i s 
a r e s i d e n t i a l community which e x i s t s because of outside 
i n f l u e n c e s . Another unusual feature of t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y i s 
that s i n g l e f a m i l y homes predominate i n t h i s area and there i s 
a very small commercial s e c t i o n as most business i s conducted 
i n Vancouver C i t y . 

The l a c k of i n d u s t r i a l development w i t h i n t h i s area 
has r e s u l t e d i n only a few p r i v a t e business e n t e r p r i s e s . 
Consequently i t has been necessary f o r t h i s m u n i c i p a l i t y to 
c o n t r o l i t s own t r a n s p o r t a t i o n system and swater works. This 
area f a i l e d to a t t r a c t i n d u s t r i a l i s t s and a f t e r 1926 i t , 
followed the p o l i c y of becoming a d i s t r i c t of s u p e r i o r 
r e s i d e n c e s . This has r e s u l t e d i n the high cost of developing 
schools, roads and other modern municipal s e r v i c e s . The 
experience of other m u n i c i p a l i t i e s r e v e a l s that to have normal 
r e s i d e n t i a l development and economically provide f o r v a r i o u s 
p u b l i c improvements i t i s e s s e n t i a l to have a gross population 
density o f approximately ten persons per acre. 

West Vancouver developed s l o w l y because i n d u s t r i e s 
were l a c k i n g . This m u n i c i p a l i t y only became s i g n i f i c a n t when 
B r i t i s h f i n a n c i e r s invested t h e i r c a p i t a l i n t h i s area. In 
B r i t i s h and American large c i t i e s the growth of s e l e c t 
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r e s i d e n t i a l areas o f f e r s fine r e a l estate investments i f 

careful town planning i s followed. B r i t i s h c a p i t a l has been 

responsible for assuring the future of West Vancouver, by 

constructing a bridge and a gigantic r e s i d e n t i a l area has 

been planned on the mountain slope of the West Shore. No other 

r e s i d e n t i a l community in B r i t i s h Columbia i s so completely 

dependant upon " i t s i n t e r r e l a t i o n with a vast i n d u s t r i a l i z e d 

area. The growth of West Vancouver i s dependent on the 

expansion of Vancouver center and the two areas can be d i r e c t l y 

correlated. The population of West Vancouver i n 1931 was 1.5% 

of the t o t a l population of Greater Vancouver and by 1941 i t 

had increased to 2f0. It i s anticipated that West Vancouver's 

r a t i o i n common with the other municipalities w i l l increase 

while, the population of the c i t y center decreases. Thus based 

upon the estimated population of Greater Vancouver in 1971 as 

650,000 West Vancouver's population w i l l be 25,500, although 

many circumstances may disrupt t h i s even tenor of growth. 

West Vancouver could e a s i l y accommodate a future population of 

25,500 persons. An additional 5,000 persons could be placed 

between the northern edge of the presently populated areas* 

It i s predicted that by 1971 the older section of the 

municipality from 10th to 26th Street and at Horsehsoe Bay 

w i l l have the highest density but t h i s w i l l not reach ten 

persons per acre. The area at'the east and north of the above 

mentioned older sections and along the waterfront area near 

Gleneagles w i l l contain the next greatest density, probably from 
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four to f i v e persons per acre. The waterfront sections 

north of Gleneagles and west of Horseshoe Bay w i l l be less 

densely populated with from three to four persons per, acre. 

The s t r i p of land north of the presently developed section 

along Marine Drive, north of C a u l f e i l d , w i l l have a density 

of from two to three persons per acre. Between t h i s edge 

and the proposed location of the high l e v e l road an additional. 

10,000 persons could be placed and the P a c i f i c Properties could 

accommodate a further 1,500 to 2,000 persons. 

It i s essential that the recommendations of the 

Town Planning commission be carried out for t h i s i s the only 

sound method of determining the location and extent of 

these f a c i l i t i e s . Future subdivisions should be c a r e f u l l y 

controlled in order to make them conform to the town plan and 

assure the future population of an adequate and economical 

public u t i l i t i e s s e r vice. There i s a large portion of land 

s t i l l unsubdivided in West Vancouver and constant supervision 

and control w i l l be e s s e n t i a l for i t s proper development. 

Since West Vancouver i s destined to become a 

fine r e s i d e n t i a l area the town planning commission must not 

allow the areas in t h i s municipality to deteriorate. The 

opening up of new subdivisions i s constly and i t i s more 

economical to maintain the high r e s i d e n t i a l standards in older 

d i s t r i c t s by adhering to s t r i c t building regulations. The 

i n s t a l l a t i o n of public services in the newer areas i s 

extravagant i f i t i s due to the depreciation of the older 



Per Acre. 
Bartholomew, H. and Associates, Preliminary Report on Economics 
Background and Population of West Vancouver. West Vancouver 
Municipal Hall , 1946. ' 
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r e s i d e n t i a l areas. The population of West Vancouver should 

he f a i r l y evenly d i s t r i b u t e d for i t w i l l have a comparatively 

low density. It is evident that there w i l l be ample room 

for the anticipated increase i n the population, as open ' 

spaces, larger lots and a high standard of building insure 

the proper development of the municipality, West Vancouver 

has been fortunate in being able to enforce a minimum l o t 

-frontage of 50 feet and i n the western areas 75 and 80 foot 

frontages are required because a sewerage system cannot be 

i n s t a l l e d . 

West Vancouver i s a "dormitory" or a " s a t e l l i t e " 

community of the City of Vancouver. The present b u i l d i n g 

regulations provide for three types of dwellings-; single 

homes, duplex and apartment buildings. Single family homes 

which have proved most popular occupy 95.5$ of the developed 

area. The small number of duplex and apartment houses i n the 

older section, of the municipality indicate that these types 

of buildings are not popular as the topography l i m i t s the 

public works programmedof supplying adequate sewers. The 

distance of West Vancouver from Vancouver City makes i t u n l i k e l y 

that apartment dwellers w i l l choose to l i v e in t h i s r e s i d e n t i a l 

area. The future of West Vancouver w i l l continue to develop 

as an area of single homes and careful supervision i n carrying 

out a town plan w i l l enable the community to develop into one 

of the most bea u t i f u l r e s i d e n t i a l suburbs of Greater Vancouver. 



\ 

Location Map showing the 
r e l a t i o n of West Vancouver to 
Vancouver City, the c i r c l e s indicate 
the distance from the Vancouver Block. 
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Early Residents of C a u l f l e l d 

The f i r s t three lots sold in 1909 were to H. A. 
Stone, E. C. E i l b y , and H. P. Clubb, and somewhat in the order 
of a r r i v a l are names of other early residents.. 

Prank Bodwell J . A. MaeRae 
R. K. Macdonald J . H. Redden 
William Astley George Stone 
J . D. B e l l W. R. Gordon 
J . L. Davidson Mrs. W. A. Adair 
Captain Hopcroft Mrs. E. Flaherty 
L« M. Daval Miss F. R. Adams 
Wm. Chappell E. C. Taylor 
Captain Amesbury A. B. Cox 
Miss Chappell J . W. Geary 
James Weir C. G. Henshaw 
Father Reddish Captain Kettle 
E. R. Crumrner Alex Marshall 
J . G. RImmer Misses E i l b y 
J.D.A. Fripp E. H. Moore 
W. A. Anderson H. A. philpott 
V. Wadsworth F. E. Harrison 
Lucas Hunt H. S. Wood 
William Sulley Frederick Buscombe 
Misses Larnder •J.A. Macdonald 
Stewart Cameron A. A. plummer 
Misses Walker G. Edwards 
Mackenzie Mathoson A. J . R i l e y 
Miss Jessie Clubb G. Gorges 
Mrs. Bellamy polk Hodges 
H. A. Matthews .¥. Walsh 
Captain Patterson 



Report of G* H» Dawson 

P r i n c i p a l Land Surveyor 

Vancouver, B. C. 

March 21, 1894 • • 

and T. HV Calland 

Vancouver, B. C. 

March 20, 1894 

(O r i g i n a l copy in the 
possession of Mrs. 
Bartholomew, North 
Vancouver) 



REPORT OF MR. DAWSON 

I have gone over the following D i s t r i c t Lots In the Municipal­
i t y of North Vancouver. 

Lot 23? -116 acres. This I consider the best piece of ground 
west of the F i r s t Narrows. A few acres are clear the rest 
could probably be cleared at less than |75.00 per acre. 
The only building is one barn. The Western branch of the 
Capilano River flow3 for a short distance on the eastern 
boundary of the l o t . The ground is b e a u t i f u l l y situated 
and slopes gently from the North towards the water. 

Lot 557 - 160 acres. This lot has a greater descent towards 
the water than l o t 237, and is well situated. The s o i l 
varies; In parts good - but sometimes stony. The cabin 
b u i l t on the l o t i s of no value. The small bay on the 
western extremity could, by construction of a wharf, be 
made a sheltered landing place for small c r a f t . About two 
miles north of t h i s l o t i s the Cypress Canyon said to be 
800 feet deep, the scenery of which i s wild and impressive* 

Lot 811 - 164 acres. This l o t exceeds one mile i n length 
from east to west, i t has about a quarter of a mile of wai­
te r frontage on Howe Sound and towards three quarters of a 
mile of winding shore line on Burrard inlet« The souther/* 
seaboard i s sheltered by Point Atkinson which, is reserved 
by Government for f o r t i f i c a t i o n . With the growth of Van­
couver t h i s shoreline w i l l doubtless acquire great value 
as i t admits of the construction of extensive wharves 
where shipping would be protected from strong winds, and 
there is no other deep water harbourage within s i x miles. 
The deep indentation of Skunk cove is now the recognised 
shelter where the p i l o t boats l i e . A large i3ry Dock could 
be constructed In t h i s cove at less cost than anywhere 
else i n the neighborhood of Vancouver, as the form of the 
recess would obviate the necessity of much excavation. 
Quickssnds are absent, and granite Is on the spot for the 
required masonry. I should estimate a minimum of eighty 
acres of r i c h s o i l In l o t 811. About f i v e acres are clear­
ed at the cove where there is a small house, on the shore, 
which i s rocky, good building stone i s found in large quan­
t i t y . The configuration of the ground i s varies and the 
scenery fine with many exquisite building s i t e s . 

The east half of Lot 1240 (51 acres) I have not examined, but 
It i s , I believe, f i n e l y situated and i s a very f a i r piece 
of ground sloping towards the south and east. The four 
pieces comprise 491 acres, more or l e s s , with a t o t a l 
water frontage of about two miles. Lots 237, 557, and 811 



have a l l the sheltered landing places In North Vancouver 
west of the F i r s t Narrows, and thus hold an e f f e c t i v e key 
to the development of the l o c a l i t y , The l o r t h shore is 
warmer than the Southern shore of the Inlet, having a 
southern aspect and being sheltered from the north winds 
by the Coast Range of mountains. There are a number of 
small streams which run into Burrard Inlet, and the slope 
o f the land causes a natural drainage. The Keith road 
passes through a l l the l o t s except l o t 811 on the northern 
l i m i t of which i t touches. Most of the land is good f r u i t 
ground and is unexcellQd f o r residence purposes having 
excellent boating, f i s h i n g and bathing f a c i l i t i e s . The 
view from t h i s shore is magnificent, comprising moantain, 
forest, sea and c i t y - varied by the passage of the e n t i r e 
shipping which enters and leaves the port of Vancouver. 

Mr. T. H. Calland's Report on t h i s Shore Line 

For the following reasons I believe t h i s s i t u a t i o n w i l l , in a 
few years, be the best residence l o c a l i t y i n the neighborhood 
o f Vancouver. 

Except In the East End, no 5 acre blocks can be had \?ithin 
the c i t y l i m i t s . Residence lots of 5 acres and upwards 
(admitting of orchards, or keeping horses) w i l l thus be 
sought outside the City, and as the eea shore w i l l always 
be preferred to land-locked situations the best residence 
development w i l l be on the shore l i n e either inside or 
outside the Narrows. 

Inside the Narrows the harbourage renders the water front 
available for business purposes, and i t i s , therefore, 
even nowf o f high value. 

The southern shore of English Bay is generally platted into 
33 f t . l o t s , or held as government reserve, and i t is thus 
unavailable. The north shore from the Capilano to the 
light-house is thus the e l i g i b l e d i r e c t i o n where both at­
mosphere and bathing w i l l remain pure, because unaffected 
by.smoke and sewage. 

The shore l i n e is picturesque, with good view; the s o i l , 
whieh is often misjudged when seen from the water, is i n 
parts rocky and Etony, and in parts extremely f e r t i l e , but 
generally well adapted to residences and f r u i t growing. 
A v i s i t to Messrs Thomas' or Irwin's l o t s during the f r u i t 
season w i l l show the extraordinary productivity of the 
slope. 



-.13.2:-. 

The ground within a h a l f mil© o f the shore i s traversed by 
the Keith road, 16 miles long. By t h i s excellent highway, 
which i s l i k e l y to become one of the f i n e s t avenues on the 
continent, th© passage through the Marrows can be avoided 
when land t r a n s i t i s preferred.* 

Lots 237 and 811 are in my opinion by f a r th© two most v a l ­
uable properties between point Atkinson and the F i r s t Har­
rows; Lot 237 because of i t s s o i l , outlook and s i t u a t i o n , 
being within half a mile of Vancouver C i t y l i m i t s ; Lot 811 
because of Its sheltered cove and shoreline, which i n eome . 
years w i l l prove extremely valuable f o r wharfage. 

Horth Vancouver i s to Vancouver C i t y as Brooklyn i s to Hew 
York; Oakland to San Francls-eo';. charters sr® granted for 
tunnel under F i r s t , and bridge over Second, larrowe* A 
regular eteasa f e r r y between Vanoouver City and s o r t a Van* 
couver i s now being negotiated f o r , and i s expected to run 
within two months* The l o c a l i t y engages attention and, i n 
another year, i t w i l l probably be impossible to procure 
any of the water front under much higher prices than those 
r u l i n g at present* I have no hesitati o n in saying that 
t h i s waterfront 1© one of the best investsents i n the d i s t ­
r i c t with a chance of large speculative p r o f i t s * 
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1912 Vancouver (West) incorporation  

Chapter 60 

Chap. 60, 

An Act to incorporate West Vancouver Municipality 

27th February, 1912 

Preamble 

Short T i t l e 

Whereas a p e t i t i o n has been presented by John 
Y. McNaught, Thomas A. A l l e n , Edward H. Bridg-
man, John Lawson, Jack Loutet, William A l f r e d 
Thompson, and John Eades Ward, who are property 
owners and residents and also members of the 
Municipal Council of the Corporation of the 
D i s t r i c t of north Vancouver (hereinafter c a l l e d 
"the present Municipality of North Vancouver"), 
and Charles Nelson, Samuel Gintzburger, John 
J , Hanna, Andrew S, L l d d l e , John Alexander, and 
William J . Irwin, who are property-owners i n 
that portion of the present Municipality of 
North Vancouver p a r t i c u l a r l y described in 
section 4 hereof, praying that the Lieutenant-
Governor in Council be authorized (without 
requiring observance of section 4 of the "Mun­
i c i p a l i t i e s Incorporation A c t " ) , by Letters 
Patent under the Public Seal, to divide the 
present Municipality of North Vancouver by i n ­
corporation into a d i s t r i c t municipality, under 
the name of the "Corporation of the D i s t r i c t of 
West Vancouver", a l l that portion of the present 
Municipality of North Vancouver hereinafter 
p a r t i c u l a r l y described, and reducing the l i m i t s 
of the present Municipality of North Vancouver 
accordingly: 
And whereas i t i s expedient to grant the prayer 
of the p e t i t i o n : Therefore, His Majesty, by 
and with the advise and consent of the Legis­
l a t i v e Assembly of the province of B r i t i s h 
Columbia, enacts as follows; 

l . T h i s Act may be cited as the "West Vancouver 
Incorporation Act". 

Incorpor- 2,.It s h a l l be lawful for the Lieutenant-Governor 
ation of the i n Council, by Letters patent under the public 
D i s t r i c t of Seal, without requiring observance of section 
West Vancouver 4 of the"Municipalities incorporation Act", to 

incorporate into a d i s t r i c t municipality f o r t h ­
with, under the name of the "Corporation of the 
D i s t r i c t of West Vancouver"(hereinafter c a l l e d 
"the Municipality of V/est Vancouver"), the 
t r a c t of land described in section 4 of t h i s 
Act. 



What l e t t e r s 3,The l e t t e r s patent s h a l l , in specifying and 
patent to providing for a l l matters referred to In 
specify section 5 of the "Municipalities incorporation 

Act", specify and provide for the matters 
referre d to in sections 6 t o 171, both inclusive, 
of t h i s Act, as and i n manner therein set out. 

Boundaries 4.The Municipality of West Vancouver s h a l l i n ­
clude:- A l l that t r a c t of land bounded as 
follows; Commencing at =a point where the east 
boundary of Lot 875 Intersects the north bound­
ary of the present Municipality of north Van­
couver; thence west along the said north bound­
ary to a point, in Howe Sound on the l i n e of the 
said north boundary produced distant one thous­
and feet west from the easterly shore of said 
Howe Sound; thence southerly p a r a l l e l to and 
following the meanderings of the said shore to 
a point of Intersection with the l i n e one thous­
and feet distant south from the north shore of 
Burrard i n l e t ; thence easterly p a r a l l e l to and 
following the meanderings of the sa i d north 
shore of Burrard i n l e t to a point of inte r s e c t ­
ion one thousand feet distant south from the 
south-west corner of Lot 264, and in l i n e with 
the west boundary of said Lot 264 produced; 
thence north-easterly and northerly along the 
west boundary of said Lot 264 to the north-west 
corner thereof; thence continuing northerly 
along the west boundary of Lot 825 to the north­
west corner thereof, said corner being on the 
south boundary of Lot 764; thence westerly along 
the said boundary of Lot 764 to the south-west 
corner of Lot 764; thence north along the west 
boundary of said Lot 764 to the north-west cor­
ner thereof; thence easterly along the north 
boundary of Lot 764 to the south-east corner of 
Lot 763; thence north along the east boundaries 
of Lots 763, 761, 603 and the east boundary of 
Lot 605 to the point of intersection with the 
centre l i n e of the Capilano River; thence 
following said centre l i n e westerly to the west 
boundary of Lot 605; thence following the west 
boundary of Lot 605 to the north-west corner of 
said Lot 605; thence north along the east 
boundary of said Lot 875 to point of commencement; 
and the l i m i t s of the present Municipality of 
North Vancouver s h a l l be reduced by the exclus­
ion from i t s present l i m i t s of so much of said 
t r a c t of land as Is included in the present 
Municipality of North Vancouver, 
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D i s t r i e t 5.After the Incorporation of the Municipality of 
of North >West Vancouver, the remaining area of the pres-
Vancouyer ent Municipality of North Vancouver ( hereinafter 

refer r e d to as "the Municipality of North Van­
couver") s h a l l remain a duly constituted muni­
c i p a l i t y , under i t s present name of the"Corpor­
ation of the D i s t r i c t of North Vancouver", and 
under the l e t t e r s patent of the present Muni­
c i p a l i t y of North Vancouver, subject to the pro­
v i s i o n s hereinafter contained. 

Present 6 . A f t e r the incorporation of the Municipality of 
Council to West Vancouver as aforesaid, the Peeve and Coun-
hold o f f i c e c i l l o r s of the present Municipality of North 
pro-tempore Vancouver s h a l l hold o f f i c e as the Reeve and 

Councillors of each of said M u n i c i p a l i t i e s res­
pectively, with a l l the powers and p r i v i l e g e s 

; vested i n them immediately p r i o r to s a i d incor­
poration, u n t i l Reeve and Councillors s h a l l have 
been elected for the Municipality of West Van­
couver and for the Municipality of North Vancou­
ver respectively. 

New Councils 7,.3?he f i r s t Council of each municipality s h a l l 
consist of a Reeve and four Councillors to be 
elected from each municipality at large. The 
nominations for.the f i r s t Council of the Mun­
i c i p a l i t y of West Vancouver and for the f i r s t 
Council of the Municipality of North Vancouver 
s h a l l be held on the t h i r d Saturday a f t e r the 
date of said l e t t e r s patent, from twelve o'clock 
noon to two o'clock P.M., and the e l e c t i o n , in 
case a p o l l should be demanded, s h a l l be held 
on the Saturday following after such nomination, 
between the hours of nine o'clock A.M. and 
seven o'clock P.M.. 

Returning 8.The Clerk of the Municipal Council of the pres-
Officers ent Municipality of North Vancouver immediately 

p r i o r to the incorporation of the Municipality 
of West Vancouver s h a l l be the Returning Off­
i c e r for the e l e c t i o n of the f i r s t Council for 
the Municipality of North Vancouver, and the 
Returning O f f i c e r for the e l e c t i o n of the f i r s t 
Council of the Municipality of West Vancouver 
s h a l l be such person as the Lieutenant-Governor 
in Council s h a l l appoint. 

Deputies 9.Baeh Returning O f f i c e r f o r the s a i d elections 
may appoint Deputy Returning O f f i c e r s , p o l l 
Clerks, constables, and such other o f f i c e r s as 
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he s h a l l deem necessary f o r taking such p o l l 
and for maintaining order at the p o l l i n g - s t a t ­
ions during the e l e c t i o n . 

Returning 10.Each of the Returning Offleers s h a l l provide a 
Officers' ballot box or boxes and the necessary b a l l o t s 
Duties for use at the elec t i o n for which he i s Return­

ing O f f i c e r , and, except as by thi s Act is oth­
erwise provided, he s h a l l as far as possible 
conduct such e l e c t i o n in a l l respects i n con­
formity with the provisions of the "Municipal 
Elections Act". 

Nominations 11.The said nomination for the Municipality of 
North Vancouver s h a l l be held at the D i s t r i c t 
Municipal H a l l , Lynn Valley, in the present 
Municipality "of North Vancouver, and the p o l l 
( i f any) s h a l l be held at said Municipal H a l l , 
and at such other place or places as the Re­
turning O f f i c e r may appoint. Seven days' notice 
of the date and place of nomination and three 
days' notice of holding the said f i r s t p o l l ( i f 
any) s h a l l be given by the said Returning 
O f f i c e r i n a newspaper c i r c u l a t i n g i n the Mun­
i c i p a l i t y of North Vancouver, and by posting 
such notice for a l i k e period at the Municipal 
H a l l and at three other public places within 
the Municipality of North Vancouver. 

Place of IE.The said nomination for the Municipality of West 
nomination lancouver and p o l l ( i f any) s h a l l be held at the 
and p o l l school-house on D i s t r i c t Lot 775, in the said 

Municipality of test Vancouver. Seven days' 
notice of the time and place of nomination and 
of the place of holding the f i r s t p o l l ( i f any) 
s h a l l be given by the Returning O f f i c e r for the 
el e c t i o n in a newspaper c i r c u l a t i n g i n the Efun-
i c i p a l i t y of West Vancouver, and by posting such 
notice for a l i k e period at four d i f f e r e n t pub­
l i c places within the Municipality o f West Van­
couver. 

QualificationlSAny male or female, being a B r i t i s h subject of 
of voters the f u l l age of twenty-one years, and being the 

assessed owner of r e a l estate within the Mun­
i c i p a l i t y of the assessed value of not less than 
one hundred d o l l a r s , according to the l a s t r e ­
vised assessment r o l l of the present Municipal­
i t y of North Vancouver, or being a house-holder 
or licence-holder f o r at least s i x months prev-^ 
lous to such e l e c t i o n , and being for a term of 
not less than s i x months resident within the 



municipality, who s h a l l have f i l e d with the 
Returning O f f i c e r a declaration to that effect 
at any time before the closing of the voter's : 
l i s t , s h a l l he e n t i t l e d to vote for any person 
who Is duly nominated for Reeve or Councillor 
at such f i r s t e l e c t i o n . 

Q u a l i f i c a - 14.The q u a l i f i c a t i o n s for Reeve and for Couneil-
t i o n of l o r at such elections s h a l l he as provided for 
Reeve and Reeve and a Councillor respectively i n sections 
Councillors 18 and 19 of the "Municipal Act", excepting, 

however, that the assessment r o l l referred to 
in said section s h a l l mean the l a s t revised 
assessment r o l l of the present Municipality of 
North Vancouver, 

Voter's 15,It s h a l l be the duty of the Returning O f f i c e r 
L i s t s for each municipality forthwith, a f t e r the 

issue of said l e t t e r s patent incorporating the 
Municipality of West Vancouver, to make up a 
voter*s l i s t for his municipality of voters 
q u a l i f i e d as aforesaid, and to have the same 
accessible to a l l ratepayers, not l a t e r than 
seven (7) days a f t e r the date of said l e t t e r s 
patent, and he s h a l l receive and consider a p p l i ­
cations for enrolment or for.amendment of the 
voter's l i s t t i l l twelve o'clock noon of the 
day before the day f o r nominations as aforesaid, 
when he s h a l l declare t h e . l i s t closed, and the 
voter's l i s t s so prepared s h a l l be the voter's 
l i s t s f or the Municipality of West Vancouver 
and the Municipality of North Vancouver respect­
i v e l y for the remainder of the year. 

F i r s t 16.The Reeve and Councillors so elected s h a l l be 
Council to deemed to be the Reeve and Councillors of the 
hold o f f i c e Municipality of ?/est Vancouver and the Reeve 
u n t i l and Councillors of the Municipality of North 
successors Vancouver respectively under the "Municipal Act", 
elected and s h a l l hold o f f i c e u n t i l t h e i r respective 

successors, or a majority of them, are sworn 
In, subject, however, to the provisions of the 
"Municipal Act" i n regard to death, resignation, 
removal from o f f i c e , and d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n . 

F i r s t 17.The f i r s t meeting of each Council so elected 
meeting of s h a l l be held on the f i r s t Monday a f t e r such 
Council e l e c t i o n at four o'clock in the afternoon, and 

each Reeve and Councillor s h a l l make the declar­
ation provided by the "Municipal Act" before 
taking his seat as such Reeve or Councillor. 
The f i r s t meeting of the Council of the Munlci-
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p a l i t y of West Vancouver s h a l l he held i n the 
school-house on said D i s t r i c t Lot 775, and the 
f i r s t meeting of the Council of the Municipal­
i t y of North Vancouver s h a l l be held at the 
said Municipal Hall of the present Municipality 
of North Vancouver. 

Power to 18.411 taxes and assessments levied by the present 
c o l l e c t "Municipality of North Vancouver on any of the 
taxes lands hereby included in the Municipality of 
le v i e d West Vancouver, and s t i l l -uncollected, s h a l l be 

vested in and payable to the Municipality of 
West,Vancouver, whose ri g h t s and remedies as to 
the c o l l e c t i o n and recovery thereof, whether by 
sale of lands or otherwise,, s h a l l be the same N 

In a l l respects as the r i g h t s and remedies 
. therefor of the present Municipality of North 

Vancouver had t h i s act not been.passed; and the 
Municipality of West Vancouver s h a l l have a l l 
and every of the statutory r i g h t s , powers, and 
p r i v i l e g e s , as regards lands within i t s bound­
aries which have beenrsold by the Collector of 
the present Municipality of North Vancouver, to 
receive and use redemption money or to issue 
tax deeds f o r same, and a tax deed issued by 
the Collector of the Municipality of West Van­
couver of such lands as s h a l l be unredeemed 
s h a l l have'the-same force and e f f e c t s as i f 
made by the Collector of the present-Municipal­
i t y of North Vancouver had t h i s act not been 
passed. 

Assessment 19 .The l a s t revised assessment r o l l of the present 
r o l l s to apply Municipality of North Vancouver, so f a r as 

applicable to the Municipality o f West Vancou­
ver and to the Municipality of North Vancouver 
respectively, s h a l l be the assessment r o l l of 
each Municipality u n t i l completion of new re--
vised-assessment'rolls under the provisions of . 
the "Municipal Act". 

Levies of 
North 
Vancouver 
to apply 

2Q.A11 levie s made by the Council of the present 
Municipality of North Vancouver, whether for 
general r a t e , loan rate, school rate, or l o c a l 
improvement rate, or for any other purpose,, 
upon the lands hereby Included in the M u n l c l - . 
p a l i t y of West Vancouver s h a l l be the levies 
for a l l such purposes of the Municipality of 
West Vancouver, and s h a l l be v a l i d and binding 
in a l l respeets as i f the same had been duly 
made by the Council of the Municipality of West 
Vancouver, and a l l taxes or assessments which 
s h a l l hereafter become due and payable on acc-



ouht of any of such levies s h a l l be due and pay­
able to the Gotecll of the Municipality Of West 
Vancouver on,,th% same date and under l i k e con­
di t i o n s as to payment and.interest as were im­
posed by the by-law or by-laws of the present 
Municipality of North Vancouver, and payment of 
such taxes and assessments may be enforced by 
the Collector of the Municipality of West Van­
couver in a l l respects as the same could be en­
forced by the Collector of the present Munici­
p a l i t y of North Vancouver had t h i s act not been; 
passed. • 

Election of 21.The provisions' of this act regarding holding . 
school o f f i c e and e l e c t i o n of Reeve and Councillors 
trustees s h a l l apply, so f a r as possible, to the members; 

of the Board of School Trustees, and the He-
turning O f f i c e r s hereinbefore mentioned respect­
i v e l y s h a l l each c a l l f o r and order an election 
for school trustees i n the municipality for 
which he is. Returning O f f i c e r i n the same 
manner as has been provided for the e l e c t i o n of 
the Reeve, and the new Board of School Trustees 
so elected s h a l l hold t h e i r f i r s t meeting with­
in t h e i r respective, d i s t r i c t s on the f i r s t Wed--
hesday succeeding the date f i x e d for taking the 
p o l l at such ele c t ion.. 

D i vision of 22.A11 debts and l i a b i l i t i e s owing by the present 
l i a b i l i t i e s Municipality of North Vancouver s h a l l be 

assumed and borne by the Municipality of North 
Vancouver and the Municipality of West Vancou­
ver as follows:-

{&) In respect of the general debenture debt of 
the present Municipality of North Vancouver, 
amounting to .five hundred and forty-three thous­
and d o l l a r s , the Municipality of West Vancou­

ver s h a l l undertake and be" responsible for the 
payment of one hundred and f i f t y - s i x thousand 
d o l l a r s , and the Municipality of North Vancou­
ver s h a l l undertake and be responsible f o r the 
payment of one hundred and f i f t y - s i x thousand 
d o l l a r s , and the Municipality of North Vancou­
ver s h a l l undertake and be responsible for the 
balance, and each of said municipalities s h a l l 
at a l l times hereafter indemnify the other of 
said municipalitles from and against the l i a b i l ­
i t y so undertaken by i t : 

( B ) In respect of loans under by-laws for l o c a l 
improvements, the Municipality o f West Vancou­
ver s h a l l assume a l l the l i a b i l i t y of the pres-



-reg­

ent- M unicipality of North Vancouver on account -
of the "West Capilano D i s t r i c t improvement Loan 
By-law^ 1911", and at a l l times hereafter i n ­
demnify the Municipality of North Vancouver 
from and against such l i a b i l i t y . The Municipal­
i t y of North Vancouver s h a l l assume a l l l i a ­

b i l i t y on account of a l l other l o c a l Improve­
ment loans by-laws and debentures issued and -to 
be issued thereunder, and at a l l times here­
af t e r indemnify the Municipality of West Van­
couver from and against such l i a b i l i t y * 

(G) The Municipality of West Vancouver s h a l l . 
; carry''out and give e f f e c t to a l l and every 
v a l i d and'binding contracts, agreements, and 
undertakings of the present Municipality of 
North Vancouver in regard t© work being carried 
but within said Municipality of West Vancouver, 
or any such contracts a f f e c t i n g s a i d area or 
any part thereof^ and s h a l l also undertake, 
carry out-,: and perform a l l the obligations of 
the present Municipality of North Vancouver 
regarding.the maintenance of Capilano Road from 
the west boundary of D i s t r i c t " Lot .605 to the 
north boundary of D i s t r i c t Lot 673, Vancouver 
D i s t r i c t , contained in an agreement between the 
present Municipality of f o r t h Vancouver and the 
City of Vancouver, dated the sixteenth day of 

. A p r i l * 1908- and the Municipality of West Van­
couver s h a l l have a l l the rig h t s and p r i v i l e g e s 
now enjoyed by the present Municipality of 
North Vancouver under such contracts^ agree­
ments^ and undertakings In so far as the area 
of the Municipality of West Vancouver Is affect-
ed: 

(D) i n the event of the Municipality of North 
Vancouver at.any time constructing a road on a 
high l e v e l from the Mosquito Greek to a point 
on the easterly boundary of D i s t r i c t Lot 1466 
or D i s t r i c t Lot 875, the Municipality of West 
Vancouver s h a l l construct a road from such 
point to connect said road with the Capilano 
Road;, and in the event of the Municipality of 
West Vancouver at any time continuing s a i d road 
across the Capilano River to a connection with 
the Keith Road West, the cost of construction 
of the necessary bridge across the Capilano 
River s h a l l be borne by the two municipalities 
in equal shares. And the Councils of s a i d 
municipalities are hereby empowered to enter 
into and carry out any agreement f o r sharing 
the expense f o r construction or maintenance, or 



both, of any present or future bridge across 
the Capilano River, whether same s h a l l be with­
in t h e i r respective boundaries or not: 

(S) In the event of the Municipality of North 
Vancouver being further divided Into two or 
more mu n i c i p a l i t i e s , or part pf said municipal­
i t y being taken Into any adjoining municipality, 
before the whole of the present general debt of 
the present Municipality of North Vancouver 
s h a l l have been discharged, the then Council of 
the Municipality of North Vancouver may c a l l 
upon the Municipality of West Vancouver to share 
In carrying out arrangements for payment of the 
whole of such debt; and of the whole debt, 
expenses, premiums, and discounts to be paid 
and Incurred in carrying out such arrangements, 
the Municipality of West Vancouver s h a l l bear 
a portion, not exceeding so much of said sum of 
one hundred and f i f t y - s i x thousand d o l l a r s as 
s h a l l then remain unpaid or u n s a t i s f i e d , i n 
addition to a portion of the amount of sai d ex­
penses, premiums, and discounts, which s h a l l 
bear the same r a t i o to the whole thereof as the 
amount of said sum of one hundred and f i f t y - s i x 
thousand d o l l a r s then unpaid by the Municipal­
i t y of West Vancouver s h a l l bear to the whole 
amount of said general debt; 

(P) A l l the remaining debts and l i a b i l i t i e s of 
the present Municipality of North Vancouver 
s h a l l be assumed and borne by the Municipality 
of North Vancouver, which municipality s h a l l at 
a l l times hereafter indemnify and save harmless 
the Municipality of West Vancouver from and 
against the same and every of them. 

Payment of 23.it s h a l l be the duty of the Muni c i p a l i t y of 
interest and North Vancouver and the Municipality o f West 
sinking fund Vancouver to comply with a l l the provisions of 

any by-law of the present Municipality of 
North Vancouver creating a debt or authorizing 
the issue of debentures so far as the said by-, 
law provides f o r the creation of a sinking fund 
and the payment of interest on such debt, and 
to levy and c o l l e c t upon and from the rateable 
property of the respective m u n i c i p a l i t i e s an 
amount of the said sinking fund and interest in 
proportion to the amount of the debt assumed by 
each of them respectively; iand in the case of 
the Municipality of West Vancouver, on the 
f i r s t day of October i n each year i t s h a l l pay 
the same to the Municipality of North Vancouver, 

http://23.it


power to 
consolidate 
debt 

and.all amounts so paid for s i n k i n g fun, to­
gether with a l l amounts heretofore paid into 
any sinking fund created by the present Mun-~ 
i c i p a l i t y of north Vancouver, s h a l l be held I n d 
invested by such municipality for the purpose 
for which the sinking fund was created. 

24*In case eit h e r of s a i d municipalities s h a l l at * 
any time or times desire to pay o f f the share 
of any of s a i d debenture indebtedness assumed, 
by i t as aforesaid, either in whole or i n part. 
It s h a l l be lawful f o r the Council of either 
of such m u n i c i p a l i t i e s , by a by-law or by-laws, 
without any p e t i t i o n therefore, and without the 
assent thereto of the -electors,; at any time or 
times and i n one or more sum or sums, to borr­
ow upon the c r e d i t of i t s municipality the sums 
necessary to pay o f f a part or the whole of 
sai d aforesaid proportion of s a i d debenture' 
Indebtedness, at a rate of interest not greater 
than f i v e (5) per cent per annum, and for a 
period not exceeding'fifty (50) years from the 
date of the by-law or by-laws • Such by-law or 
by-laws s h a l l conform i n Other respects to the 
provisions of the "Municipal Act", and the old 
debentures so paid o f f s h a l l be forthwith can­
c e l l e d and no others issued In t h e i r place or 
stead. 

Unsold 
debentures 

25.In the event of there being unsold debentures 
of the present Municipality of North Vancouver 
of s u f f i c i e n t amount, the Municipality of North 
Vancouver s h a l l , upon payment to i t by the 
Municipality of West Vancouver of the s a i d sum 
of one hundred and f i f t y - s i x thousand d o l l a r s , 
assumed by the Municipality of West Vancouver 
as aforesaid, or any part thereof, d e l i v e r to 
*the Municipality of West Vancouver the said un­
sold debentures to the amount. In the aggre­
gate ̂  at par value, of one hundred and f i f t y 4 
s i x thousand d o l l a r s , or any such part thereof, 
which debentures when so delivered s h a l l be 
forthwith cancelled and no hew debentures s h a l l 
be Issued in the place or stead of them or any 
of them, and the portion so paid of the Indebt­
edness assumed by the Municipality of West Van­
couver as aforesaid s h a l l thereby be f u l l y 
s a t i s f i e d . 

Debentures 
authorized 
but not 
issued 

26.All debentures which s h a l l have been authorized 
but not issued by the present Municipality of 
North Vancouver p r i o r to the passage of t h i s 
act may be issued by and in the name of the 



Municipality of North Vancouver, and a l l deben­
tures so issued s h a l l be as v a l i d to a l l i n ­
tents and purposes as i f the same had been 
issued by the present Municipality of North 
Vancouver p r i o r to the passage of t h i s a c t . 

West 27.in the event of any debentures under said 
Capilano "West Gap!laho D i s t r i c t Improvement Loan By-
debentures law, 1911"., not being issued at the time of the 

incorporation of the Municipality of West Van­
couver, a l l such debentures may be issued by 
and- tn.the-name of the Municipality of West 
Vancouver; and the debentures so issued s h a l l 
be as v a l i d to a l l intents and̂ . purposes as i f 
the same had been issued by the present Munici­
p a l i t y of North Vancouver p r i o r to the- incor­
poration of the Municipality of West Vancouver. 

D i v i s i o n 28.Of the assets that belong to the present Mun-
of assets i c l p a l i t y of North Vancouver, the Municipality 

of West Vancouver s h a l l be e n t i t l e d to -the 
following properties, and the same are hereby 
vested in i t ; -

(A) All r e a l estate and a l l and every interest 
in r e a l estate l y i n g within the boundaries of 
the Municipality o f West Vancouver; 

(B) A l l r i g h t s , benefits, and advantages of 
every nature and kind under the lease of Dist­
r i c t Lot 447, Vancouver D i s t r i c t , being point 
• Atkinson.- '.park-: 

•'{CJ A l l r i g h t s under grant of foreshore at 
Eagle, Harbour: 

(DJ A l l unissued and a l l unsold debentures 
issued or to be issued i n pursuance of the 
"West Capilano D i s t r i c t Improvement Loan By­
law, 1911": 

( B ) A l l grants of money made or to be made for 
the wharf at Hollyburn by the Government of the 
Dominion of Canada; 

if) Shares of stock i n the Burrard i n l e t Tunnel 
and Bridge Company, aggregating at par value 
sixty-two thousand, f i v e hundred d o l l a r s , a l l 
c a l l e d on account of which s h a l l be assumed and 

• paid by the Municipality of North Vancouver: 

(G) A l l water records or water licences i n res­
pect of streams within the Municipality of West 



-144-~ 

North 
Vancouver 
assets 

Vancouver, and any licences applied f o r i n res­
pect of any such streams, excepting e x i s t i n g 
records and licences already applied 'for'"upon 
the Gapilano River, which s h a l l he suhjeet to 
the d i r e c t i o n of the Water Commissioners; 

(H) A l l other public works and municipal im­
provements within, the said area embraced i n the 
Municipality of West Vancouver: -

(I) A l l surplus moneys held by the present Mun­
i c i p a l i t y of North Vancouver on account of tax 
sales o f land within the boundaries of the Mun­
i c i p a l i t y of West Vancouver, subject to claims 
thereupon by owners of said, lands at the time 
of-sale:; '•';•;,' 

(J) A l l maps, plans, books, contracts, deeds f 

documents of every description r e l a t i n g s o l e l y 
?or c h i e f l y to s a i d r e a l estate and other proper 
ty, r i g h t s , and improvements 'within said area 
of the Municipality of West Vancouver, 

29 . A l l assets of whatsoever nature belonging; to 
the, present Municipality of North Vancouver, 
other than as mentioned and r e f e r r e d to i n the 
next preceding paragraph hereof, s h a l l be. and 
remain the property of the Municipality of 
North Vancouver, and the same are hereby vested 
in i t , 

30.Each municipality, by i t s Reeve, •Councillors, 
o f f i c e r s , or agents, s h a l l have the r i g h t o f 
access, at a l l reasonable: hours, to a l l books, 
maps, plans, deeds, by-laws and documents of 
the present Municipality of North Vancouver i n 
the possession of the other municipality, to­
gether with the r i g h t to, take copies of or ex­
tr a c t s from them or any of them. 

Continuing 31.Not withstanding anything herein contained, 
l i a b i l i t y of each of the s a i d m u n icipalities s h a l l remain . 
mu n i c i p a l i t i e s j o i n t l y and severally l i a b l e for the debts and 
to creditors l i a b i l i t i e s of the present Municipality of 

North Vancouver u n t i l the same s h a l l have been 
f u l l y paid and s a t i s f i e d , but the Indebtedness 
of the present Municipality of North Vancouver 
referred to in salfr s ection 22, subsection (a), 
s h a l l hot be Included In any compution of the 
aggregate debts pf either municipality under 
section 124 of the "Municipal Act", except to 
the extent of the amount thereof separately 
assumed by each municipality r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

Access to 
documents 
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Power to 32.The Council of the Municipality of North Van-••'»-
pass by-laws couver and also of the Municipality of "West Van­

couver may from time to time make> a l t e r , and 
repeal by-laws for any of the following purposes, 
or in r e l a t i o n to matters coming: within the 
classes of subjects following:-

(a") To negotiate for and obtain releases of any 
and a l l r i g h t s , franchises.,; or agreements here­
tofore granted or given by the present Municip­
a l i t y of North Vancouver or by any. other muni­
c i p a l i t y to any person or persons'or body or'" 
bodies corporate so far as the same a f f e c t or 
apply to the Municipality of North Vancouver or 

,lq :; the-Municipality: of West Vancouver, as the 
ease may be, and to take over by purchase or 
otherwise, by agreement, any land, b u i l d i n g s (  

; material, and plant used in connectIon. therewith 
or appurtenant thereto: 

(b}. To enter into agreements or franchises for 
telephone s e r v i c e : ; 

( c) For acquiring,; constructing, operating, and 
maintaining a municipal telephone system,, ahd 
a l l land, buildings, material, and plant used 
in connect Ion therewith or.appurtehant thereto 
and a f f e c t i n g the same, and for making agree­
ments for the connection of such telephone sys­
tem with other telephone systems; 

(d) f o r purchasing;, taking and holding in the. 
name of the municipality shares of stock in the 
Burrard i n l e t Tunnel and Bridge .Company, at such 
prices and upon such terms of payment as may be 
agreed upon between the Company and the muni­
c i p a l i t y , and to sel l , , pledge, mortgage, .br 
otherwise d i s p o s e o f sai d shares, or any of 
thenij as the Council of the municipality may 
from time to time deem expedient, 

33.A11 ordinary revenue f o r the year 1912 c o l l e c t e d 
by the present Municipality of North Vancouver 
On account of lands within the boundary of the 
Municipality of West Vancouver ( i f any) between 
the f i r s t day of January, 1912, and the Incor­
poration of the Municipality of West Vancouver 
s h a l l be spent for improvements•within the sai d 
Municipality of West Vancouver, and In ease any 
portion of same s h a l l not have been so spent at 
the time of the incorporation of the Municipal­
i t y of West Vancouver, the same s h a l l belong to 
such municipality; and in case the present Mun-

Expenditure 
of 1912 
ordi nary 
revenue 



<lelpallty of north Vancouver sh a l l , daring each 
a period, have spent within the boundary of 
West Vancouver more than the amount so ©©nest­
ed, the Council of the Municipality of West 
Vancouver shall have power to repay, and shall 
repay, such surplus out of Its current revenue 
to the Municipality of North Vancouver, 

Gost of 34.The Council of the District of West Vancouver 
Act shall pay out of the ordinary revenue of the 

Municipality of West Vancouver a l l costs, char­
ges, and expenses incurred in and about the 
incorporation of the Municipality of West Van­
couver, including the expenses of obtaining 
this Act, 

Application 35.All the provisions of the "Municipal Act", the 
of Municipal "Municipal Election Act", and the "Municipal-
Acts Itles incorporation Act" and amending Acts 

shall apply to both of said Municipalities, ex­
cept where the provisions of said Act are re­
pugnant to the provisions of this Act, 
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WEST VANCOUVER PARKS 1947 

Area 

Ambleside 

l l o m o r i e i 

I r w i n 

West Bey B©aea 

Location 

39*28 Earine £r. & 13 St* 

4.76 Marine 3r . & 19 St . 

2.68 Slags & 84 St . 

Development 

Beach, picnic 
grounds, play-
f i e l d 

playground,how­
l i n g green, 
f l o r a l 

p i f f l e Id .beach, 
hotel , boating 
picnic grounds 

0.77 Marine Br* & Oxley Beach dwelling 

Large undeveloped 

nelson Canyon 95,30 

Cypress Pal ls 

Sunset Beach 

I ighthouse 

30.00 

13*94 

173.00 

Ifelson Creek 

Cypress Creek,north 
of Cypress park 

Howe Sound 

point Atkinson 

Soenie 

Soenio 

Leaced water* 
front 

undeveloped 

HcKechnla 

t r a i l s 

Hay 

Vinson 

Elootehmen 

Ley land 

Altaeont 

17.05 Marine S r . & Rayee 

5.64 lor th of lighthouse 

park 
4*75 Inglewood & S inc la ir 

3.63 Inglewood & 22 S t . 
4.61 now© sound, west of 

Caulfield 

2,68 Esoaimalt & 10th 
Sentinel 

1.98 Bett&aen 29th & 20th 

w a t e r f r o n t rook 
bluf f 

Waterfront o l * 
sooted by ? « § « 1 . 
t a i l way 



faatslus View 

Area Location 
1.S7 Inglewood & 13 St. 
1.04 liar Ine Hr, Whytecllff 

Areas south of 
Vinson Park 

17.30 Lion*s Gate Bridge bead 
& Capilano Biirer 

7 #64 Caulfield^llot Sons© 
load* 

2„35 Canlf i e l d , Piccadilly 
& Gloverley 

0«§8 CastIfleId Cove 
0«4S Caalfield,Sigaal ft« 
0.23 Caulfield, Che Dale 
6.70 Capilano Estates Strip 

along East Boundary 

7.48 Scattered parcels 
0*69 Bar ina Br* & 89 St. 
0*66 Marine £r« §> Pulton 
0.56 P.9.E. Hallway & 16 St. 
0.44 Marine Sr. & 1 0 8 6 

0.44 Marin© i)r. & Rose 
S&ndy Gove 

0o36 Between Marine Br. & 
P.G.E. 8y west of Eayes 

0*&2 p.GeE^Ry & IT St. 
0*18 Foot Of 2gt» St. 

Dundarave 

Waterfront 

I s te r ' t romt 

Waterfront 
Waterfront 
Waterfront 

Waterfront 
Waterfront 
beach 
Waterfront 
beach 

Waterfront 
Waterfront & 
Chuohon inn 

&.1? Foot of Hayes Waterfront 



«149~ 

'MUNICIPAL STATISTICS I9II-I934 

POPULATION: 
School Enrollment 

ASSESSED VALUATION: 
Taxable Lands: 

]RoXX X«««*«««« *••*»+••••••* 
IRoXX £>••«*•••*•«•••*•••*•*• 
HoXX «5 • • • * « « * « « • « • « • * • • • • • • 

]R 0 X X •«•••••«•«••»* 

Taxable improvements; 
IRoXX X••••«••• •««•«•«• • • * • • • • • • 
3RoXX £*••*«•«•««««*•*«••••*•*••• 

Exempted Lands; 

1"? 0 X X £***••**•*••*•••*««•*••••«« 
Ho XX £5 * « * •« **•*«••#*•*••••**•«* 
HoXX ^«**«•**•••««•»**•••«*•••* 

1911 
200 

Exempted improvements; 
Hoi1 1.«* «. «« • 
S O l l 2.«»...«., 
R o l l 3«..««.«. 
Roll- 4 

• • • • # 

BONDED DEBT: 
L o c a l improvements 

S c h o o l . . . . . . . . . . a . . . . . 
A l l other not d e t a i l e d . . 

TOTAL•••*•«*••• 

#100,000 

156,000 
#256,000 

MILL RATE: 

1912 
600 
72 

$1,226,042 
1,119,669 

p;,S45,7l& 

29,100 
29,650 

1 S6,7so 

9,000 

f 9,000" 

6,000 

| 6,000 

100,000 
25,000 

361,000 

j 486.000 

19 

191S 
700 

' 7 2 

| 826,503 
1,071,582 
1,265,823 
867,902 

# 

1914 
850 
8C 

807,220 
1,083,240 
1,248,080 
039,520 

1915 
900 
96 

891,840. 
..985,890 
1,178,600. 
754,200 

iHTMTjm ir337TOw" irrMoT^m 

1916 
950 
112 

ft 722,033 
984,255 

. 1,178,970 
735,020 

1917 
1,000 

160 

ft 649,493 
924,162 

1,133,908 
729,256 

1918 
2,000 

200 

710,856 
980,087 

1,152,528 
750,389 

^,lb2,4"86 

S3', SOO 
39,225 

SOO 
10,000 

132,150. 
102,460. 
240,200-
48,200. 

A" 

163,900 
II?,910 
248,350. 
48,550 

•mw?rm 

145,900 
119,410 
249,550 
47,300 

103,700 
125,410 
252,075 
49,250 

103,250 
131,430 
257,905 
45,950 

bad,bag 

49,800 
41,431 

8,700 
37,464 

49,800 
41,440 
8,000 

37,460 

V1 

66,230 
52,780 
19,350 
32,400 

63,650 
52,980 
14,290 
4,250 

65,566 
55,915 
18,527 
4,250. 

65,976 
55,915 
18,527 
12,250 

9,500 9,500 
2,000 
10,100 2,000 

10,100 
2 , 0 0 0 

1 1 , 3 0 0 

13,200 

2,000 
11,300 

100,000 
38,200 
501,000 

$ "~6W^o7T ff 

100,000 
38,200 

501,000 

100,000 
36,200 

6 3 2 . 0 G O . 

100,000 
30,200 
642,000 

100,000 
38,200 
642,000 

100,000 • 
38,200' 
642,000 

21.06 24 24 24 24 

1919 
2,800 

250 

620,110 
783,527 

1,111,930 
636,919 

5,186,BIT 

1920 
3,700 
- 3 1 0 

634,790 
^ 775,112 
1,128,247 

647,362 

1921 
4,200 

380 

. 547,186 
797,410 

1,068,993 
419,360 

• 1922 
4,500 

420 

555,633 
759,140 

1,028,901 
427,163 

' 1923 
4,600 

507 

522,825 
892,626 

1,061,991 
226,216 

S?f4^6E8~ 

1924 
6,000 

620 

i 606,613 
871,453 
994,573 
263,861 

82,736,199 

£ 

122,500 
138,060 
215,425 
39,650 

616,626 

140,300 
244,885 , 
406,050 
60,675 . 

& 851.910 : C 

151,800 
290,120 
479,025 
63,290 

170,750 
346,160 
590,830 
, 63,890 

CT^?fT76sa 

180,135 
406,325 
595,275 
61,570 

| V."S4'3,366 

279,545! 
542,620 i 
652,672 
71,805 : 

$1,546,045 j 

123,600 
206,095 
68,895 
11,005 

123,350 
216,485 
63,915 

104,455 

f"' 509,595 | ~ 508.265 §" 

76,776 
117,347 
76,930 
147,805 

-¥I57BSF 

76,816 
161,747 
91,590 
134,670 
364.825 

85,911 
85,088 
88,713 
73,420 

333,132 

87,982 
96,850 
106,175 
89,510 

2,000 
11,300 

# 13.300 # 

8,900 
38,100 

8,450 
39,300 
2,500 

8 , 4 5 0 
37 , 4 3 0 

2 , 5 0 0 

13,950 
46,800 
2,500 

11,400 
95,850 
6,500 

TT^m 113,760' 

100,000 
38,200 
642,000 

#~^B0~200' | 

255,000 
38,200 
517,000 

125,000 
28,200 
517,000 

225,000 
38,200 
517,030 

236,000 
79,300 

517,000 

242,000 
79,300 
517,000 

#~Wo~^oT) # ~ T e o ^ ; 3 0 | — S l ^ l o o C~"8^7ooQ 
26 30 27 36 37 40 

1925 
6,700 
671 

597,128 
863,255 
972,978 
243,626 

1926 
7,500 

753 

| 597,088 
• 857,320 
965,102 
239,451 

1927 
8,000 

8 0 S 

1928 
8,200 

844 

' 1929 
8,250 

856 

1930 
8 ,300 

950 

| 897,915 • | 883,880 
899 , 8 8 4 9 4 3 , 6 4 0 

1,013,677 955,417 
295,684 28,699 

# 928,445 $ 924,217 
: 944~469-^—^4Qj262-

1,025,582 1,021,372 -1 
250,981 235,117 i 

1931 
7,000 
. 917 

# 905,839 
929,480 

1932 
7,000 

900 

fj 945.883 

1,029,798 
228,346 

929 ,W5~ 
1,030,583 
258,711 

1933 
7 ,000 

914 

8 2 2 , 8 9 0 

901,582 
998,981 
241,128 

a. 

1934 
7,000 
* 977 

_8_6A,QS8_ 
878,575 
975,401 
236,406 

$2.677,254 $ 2 , 6 5 8 " , 3 B T . g O B g^ S O " •• PTMB^896 - ^WSjm^7120^6?, ,e3..093.463/ z%7l6s7%Iz. C^ r o S e T ; • 4'£?3&q%2G-

309,580 
581,301 
676,560 
71,655 

334,233 
633,057 
715,410 
75,605 

44i;3S8~ 
8 0 7 , 2 7 9 
963,205-
91,505 

":55S;.288" 
. 928,355 
1,162,745 

111,905 

"6137873 662,423 
1,026,445 
1,265,712 
- 108,975 

1,075,860 
1,335,587 

115,525 

689,313 
1,121,935 
1,392,322 
110,050 

740,648 
1,171,890 
1,443,752 
123,410 

763,863 
1,185,430 
1,469,747 
123,140 

783,320 
1,214,065 
1,504,945 

119,540 
$176B97Q96 |T77l87g05 p T g p ^ ^ -' | F ^ 4 ^ 9 ¥ p^TB^OTg $8,183.39b §3.323.620 53.479.fe. i^T^Km - ^ C T M 

96,662 
103,575 
127,770 
101,620 

•429,62T 

94,952 
114,272 
143,375 
188,975 

T 6 T T 5 T ¥ 

294,810 
198,770 
159,165 
187,980 

£""646.7.26' ff 

307,355 
194,653 
195,050 
198,060 

389,330 
149,799 
189,145 
221,395 

391,258 
152,661 
189,160 
210,775 

f ~ W 9 " T £ 6 " § ~ | 943,Hb4~* 

389,065 
161,923 
198,595 
213,465 

'96S.988 

127,930 
104,319 
145,065 
107,040 

484.:-i54" 

183,583 
133,931 
179,105 

;112,620 

211,711 
156,548 
202,735 
117,707 

13,400 
130,780 
6,800 

"lSo,9Bo" 

19,400 
146,235 
6,300 

$ 171,935 

14 , 500 
121,635 
13,200 

14,500 
183,135 
7,200 

2,000 
14,500 
195,885 
13,000 

2,000 
15,000 
198,785 
13,000 

2,000 
14,400 

198,785 
7,000 

2,000 
15,400 

198 , 960 
7 , 0 0 0 

2,100 
16,750 

199,685 
7,000 

2 4 2 , 0 0 0 
1 0 0 , 3 0 0 
682 , 000 

242,000 
100,300 
782,000 

136,000 
150,300 

1,043,500 

#170^4^00 §I7CT^oo . ' I X ^ l T e o o 

136,000 
150,300 

* 1,145,500 

202,000 
150,300 15,300 

1,281,500 1,281,500 

§•"'222,185 
f 7 ' ; 6 0 2 l 2 5 6 f7.352!62r 

2,450 
16,700 

180,335 
• ;7,500 

202,000 
150,300 

1,269,500 

202,000 
150,300 

1,139,500 
- 202,000 
150,300 

1,112,500 
196,000 
150,300 

1,122,100 
ITTCTTIOU $ 1 7^9X800 $r^mm . $r?mjm 

40 40 45 45 61 61 61 61 61 61 

j 



•150̂  

lafflioiSAii- S T i f i s g i e s I 9 3 5 _ I 9 4 6 

POPULATION: - i; "•• 1, 
School Enrollment..« •« 

ASSESS iSDVALU AT I O H : 
Taxable Lands;: 

i'.O 1 1 1 « * • • • » ««.,«. ••••«••.,..« 
R o l l 2 «••«•*••••«««*•*•«•«•«•• 
P o l l 3 ••«*•,*••«.«•*«,,••,•••• 
Hoi 1 4 I . . . . , , , , , . . . , . . , . . . * . . . 

Taxable improvemente; 
R o l l 1 «•«.»•*«.«• •'• ,«»«•.,.••• 
T\oil 2 ........a....**.....,... 
P o l l 3 »•.».»•••»«•«••••..»•••» 
^011 4 a,,..,*,..,,....,,*,,,.. 

Bxerapted Lands* 
P o l l 1 »»»«»,••••,»»,.,»»«.«»•« 
1*011 2 • « * . « . » « • . 
Pol I !? . • « • • » . . • « , , « • « • • , * • • • « • 

Exempted improvements?.: 
R o 1 1 1. • •««•«*«•«•«••»*•••««,** 
R o l l 2 •••»•••*•»••••«•••••••»• 
Pol1 3 ••««•«•...«•«..«••••«•.« 
Roi1 4 ,««*•»»•«,*«..•»»•««•»«• 

Gross Assessed Valuation 

•• 1935 
-,7;000 
• y . 9 9 2 

f ./816,638 
851,288 

>952,031 
231,764 

1936 
7,000 
1,037 

. 024,992 
858,815 
925,086 
2SI,707 

ii.uL8.ti00 

".- '79.6,370 
1; 832", 980 
.1;506,400 
'120;590 

035,455 
1,268,760 
1,553,ISO 

123,190 

2 5 0 , 7 3 7 
184,479 ' 
•223,360 
116,775. 

275,015 
203,807 
2 6 4 , 1 4 5 
119,855 

:2,550 • 
.17,200 
103,005 
• 11,150 

4,000 
17,125 

205,285 
10,500 

B O ! f i ) ! 2 J 3 i ) 3 B T : 

L o c a l improvement8 - . 1 9 6,000 196,000 
School «.*• '"150,300 161,500 

General.......................... 1,116,100 1,151,100 

TOTAL . . . . ,_gT^m^Wo irr,bQir,ioir 
KILL BAT Bi; ; 

General purpoe© .«•-.« 
General Loan,...... 
S c h o o l s . « . • • . * • . • • • 
School-Loan ....... 

• • • • • •» 

2 0 , 2 1 
.22.81 
14.18 
2.00 

14.70 
25,95 
17.50 
2.85 

61.00 61.00 

1937 
7,500 
1,071 

8 0 2 , 9 7 3 
8 5 2 , 9 7 5 
050 , 235 
5 5 5 , 6 3 3 

I? 

1930 
7,500 
1,059 

812,550 
064,988 
9 5 9 , 3 0 6 
256,166 

1939 
7,500 
1,116 

821,318 
084,209 
973,400 
305,011 

1940 
8,000 
1,127 

8 9 0 , 6 1 5 
.942,462 

1,027,155 
358,155 

1941 
8 , 3 2 4 
1,167 

872!, 750 
947,352 

1,045,725 
:376.272 

1342 
8,500 
1,092 

912,140 
975,847 

1,072,070 
390,112 

X 

1943 
9 , 000 

3 1 8 , 3 9 5 
9 8 1 , 5 2 2 

1,076 ,306 
408,138 

1944 
9 , 3 0 0 
1,231 

974,175 
1,025,627 
1,095,000 
4.19.439 

1945 
9,400 
1,268 

(il,033,800 
1,072,512 
1,144,290 

442.226 

in**- , . 

*G5,240 

1,M i ,9iO 
i :Y ,140 

9 b i , 5°.0 
1/74,107 
1 ,776 ,100 

U9.17-4 

1,000,B50 
1,733,432 
1,975,885 
2,288,984 

1,0H0,050 
1 , 0 8 4 , 2 3 5 
1,198,295 

4 1 5 , 7 4 0 

1 ,167 ,570 
1 , 9 7 7 , 4 4 5 
2 ,408-, 130 

T/oTTT^TB' 

1 , 5 5 7 , 9 0 5 

1 , 9 7 7 , 4 4 5 

2 , 7 1 1 , 1 0 0 
5 3 2 , 6 0 0 

1,366,925 
2,394,275 
2,837:,840 

. 5 9 3 , 0 7 5 

1,395,000 
2,446,600 
2,914,086 

606 ,750 

1,481,160 
2,640,745 
3,lf0,006 

710,450 
# e^im^w "rrrmzm rr^^r^m m^^sm 

I S i I C . ' C 

287 ,530 
205 ,404 
^ 5 ° , 8 3 0 
119,550 

2 8 4 , 8 2 5 
194 ,894 
246 ,472 
129,540-

.285,800 
1 8 2 , 6 8 0 
2 5 7 , 9 3 1 
131,115 

2 8 2 , 0 5 0 
186 ,700 
S 4 1 t 8 4 5 
135 ,420 

844,011, 

!302 : ,280 
i184,625 
1238,380 
'•151,245 

2 9 5 , 2 9 0 
175 ,685 
226,575 
147 ,295 

5 0 6 , 9 7 5 
180 ,550 
2 3 0 , 9 0 5 
145 ,300 

"ocTTSTo 

146 ,825 
216 ,540 
137,370 

215,225 
120,200 
200 ,510 
131,435 I 9 81 ? \ o 

tt 1 

2 , 9 0 0 
17,125 

241 ,292 
1 2 , 4 5 0 

TT7§BoTW 

5 , 4 0 0 
19,125 
" " 307 
11,200 

24,5 

•iJ 8 f 446.630 

4,300 
19,125 

238,802 
11,200 

"2W^427 

3,650 
54,510 

' 225 ,780 
11 ,200 

11.095.782 
295J,i40 

^,911,84^-

4 , 3 0 0 
. 5 3 , 4 1 0 
2 0 5 , 5 2 5 
2,500 

4 , 200 
51,360 
192,450 
2,500 

?rr ,oT6;^74" 

10,700 
50,660 

188,600' 
2 , 5 0 0 

1 1 , 7 0 0 
48,760 

108,600 
2,600 

23,950 
57,260 
-13,900 
2,500 

i 
5 8",3.Go ' 

L̂,̂ ...p„._?.j....?/.̂  

l?6,ono 
101 ,.-00 

1 ,lM,]no 

12,22 
2 6 . 5 8 
1 9 . 0 1 

5 . 1 9 
1 T _ 

1 9 6 , 0 0 0 

161,300 
1,151,100 

196,000 
161,300 

1,151,100 

71 , 000 
161 ,300 

1,141;100 

TZimjm trr^mAoo o n r^ o i y i o o c f^g^oo 

1 3 . 6 2 
24 .33 
13 .82 
3.23 

3 T 3 E L 

10 .12 
21.84 
18.14 

2 , 9 0 

19 .84 
22 ;40 
1 5 , 6 2 
3 . 14 

.41 

71,000 
: i6i,ooo 

: 1,319,354 

17.78 
25 ,72 
16 .50 

5 . 2 0 
THTOO" 

71,000 
125,200 

1,122,763 

•0 1.418.963 V" 

6 0 , 0 0 0 
120 ,000 

1 ,185 ,058 

6 0 , 0 0 0 

1 2 0 , 2 0 0 
1 , 2 5 1 , 9 5 6 

2 0 , 8 7 
2 1 . 2 5 
1 5 . 8 5 

3 , 0 5 
THoo 

22 .06 
19 .47 
16 .26 

2 . 2 1 

2 2 . 3 7 . 
1 8 . 2 5 
17.ZC 

2 . 0 4 

60,000 
151,200 

1,215,694 

l,42!f7gW 

Ti4,15 
•16,51 
17,57 
1.77 

T r a o 

Ml 

http://ii.uL8.ti00


Municipal S t a t i s t i c s 
TAX LEVIES: 

General purposes 

Debt. Int.,' Sfcg* Fund & 
l o c . imp*. 

TAX COLLECTIONS: ' 
Current Taxes.. . 
Arrears....«<>«..«•««..««««*««..«* 
Sales of Tax Sale Lands 
Water Receipts. ... 

I9II - 1934 
WTT 1912 

$35,197.64 
,3,761.22 
1-1,281.52 

IMIMoTgB" 

$33,942.80 
6,091.21 

WATER CONNECTIONS INSTALLED: 

BUILDING PERMITS:; 
Number Issued. 
Value of Buildings ... 

• » • • 

s m * « 

LICENSE -JTBES.&--JPOLL TAX: 
GOVERNMENT LICEHSSSSt 

Liquor P r o f i t s . ; . 
Motor Licenses . • 
Pari Hutuel• •««* . • •««.*««•*«..«.• 

SINKING FUND: ' 
Amount Required-. . 
Amount i n /fund.;.. 
Shortage;......... 
Surplus,. 

• « * . * • 
*»••** 
. . . . . . 

..«...«. 

. . . .* . . . 

. . . . . . . . 
Bank Loans unpaid Dec* 31st 
Cash In Bank; and.on Hand 

SCHOOLS: ; : 
Gen. Expend., Current Acct 
Lands & Bldgs., Capital Acct.... 

TOTAL 

# 3 5 , 0 6 3 . 2 8 

J35.063.26 

1913 
# 52,941.14 

4,715.15 
• 29,897.47 

1914 
| 60,897.56 

7,151.97 
36,343.15 

1915 
. # 56,131.97 

5,954.04 
33,345.39 

1916 
| 51,802.46 

6,665.60 
' - 39,848.84 . 

1917 1918 
ft 35,911.00 f 4 2 . 7 9 7 . 6 2 

7,601.42 2,212.65 
48,180.57 46,055.81 . 

1919 
| 48,720.76 

5,698.10 
41.583.95 

1920 
$ 46,384.76 

16,190.76 
48,413.85 

1921 
'$ 21,231.08 

22,026.25 
52,172.50 

i 
1922 

fs 4 6 , 3 9 5 , 7 5 
2 1 , 8 1 2 . 6 5 

... 4 6 , 5 3 8 . 7 8 -

1923 
$35,667.65 
29,649.30 
53,080.74 

1924 ! 
# 3 9 , 9 5 2 . 8 8 = . 
35,848.14 i 
53,204.69 : 

1925 
§ 36,709.10 

39,668.23 
45,066.74 

1926 
# 19,865.13 

49,161.09 
56,943.61 

1927 
# 9,337.32 
. 59,610.23 
86,080.54 

1928 1929 1930 
$ 5,985.73 S 44,807.15 # 31,824.65 

65,654.01 64,217.29 65.079.97 
94,243.71 92,196.45 103,539.18 

1931 
38,844.60 
52,649.83 
106,891.13 

1922 
27,520.97 
5 7 , 7 0 2 . 0 7 . 
117;228.69 

t: -

1933 ;.. 
. 5 7 , 7 6 2 . 9 0 ' 

, 5 5 , 1 5 3 . 8 7 : 

.• 81,117 .86 •• 

1934 
57,711.05 
52,085.37 
78,501.16 

| 5 W 7 5 5 B 7 7 & /;.|"98~ST630 . 011O.989-.37 §118.297,69 SlZ9,00t>.Yl ! gl2UJ.969.83 5201,220.8$ S 1 9 9 . 6 4 3 , H o : i - § T 9 8 3 M T B ¥ I I 2 0 S . 4 5 1 . 7 3 - # 1 9 4 . 0 2 4 . 6 2 1 1 8 9 ^ 2 9 7 , 5 8 

63,879.89 
5,333.43 

48,833.01 
11,904.68 -

"• 3 7 , 2 2 9 . 8 7 
19,001 .61 

4 0 , 8 1 6 . . 3 0 

^ 34,351.19 

• 952.85 

40,002.00 
35,001.24 

2,728.14 

40,877.47 . 
23,952.97 
9,369.18 
'3,286.86 

• ' 57,345.63 
41,255.61 
1,728.99 

' _ - 4,108.30 

75,357.74 
26,934.95 
13,814.36 
7,889.64 

69,920.55 
25,463 .36 
12,848.06 

• 11,974.80 

- 8 1 , 8 0 9 . 6 3 

18,621.59 
1 1 , 2 6 : 9 , 3 1 -

1 B . 5 7 J S . 8 0 • 

87,044.40 
20,053 .23 
11,431.46 
12,617.14 

94,787.86 ' ; 
29,210.32 .; 
7,495.57 ' 

. 14,821.76 • 

93,091.07 
31,504.17 
14,403.72 
14,681.24 

104,582.63 
. 26.424.S5 
29,850 ,70 
16,653.50 

126,461.87 
23,064.57 

. - 8 , 5 6 6 , 8 4 

18,148.51 

131,946.77 
26,156.14 -
10,833.25 
1 9 , 8 1 9 , 1 6 

154,493.08 
27,664.81 
3,258.23 

. 20,643.73 

143,968.97 -
32,658.62 , 
2,533.71 « 
21,274.28 

i ; „ - . 

' 132,966.02 
- 35,953.44 
16,071.45 
21,837.71 

122,805.92 
4 3 . 7 3 7 . 0 1 
2 1 2 , 0 8 2 , 8 8 
2 1 , 8 9 6 . 9 6 

1 1 3 , 8 5 4 . 0 4 , 

, 53,262.58 
- 2 8 , 4 3 0 . 5 6 -

.-- 19,120.42 

" 1 1 3 , 5 1 9 , 2 9 
' 55,696.59 
- 26,727.54 

22,741.10 
248 51 72 • m, 147 139 80! 49 • 65 95 129 61 59 44 

229.00 128.60 .. < • 737.50 

158 
116,665.00 

' • 1,439.75 , 

286 
206,680.00 

• . ' 3,783 .55 . 

17ll 
1 1 8 , 6 0 5 . 0 0 

- • (includes 
- ' 3,54|3.00 

126 173 
133,010.00 150,235.00 

1 : 3 0 , 0 0 0 school} 
. 3,385.50 ' 2,811.35 "J 

210 

" 183,930.00 

2,825.40 
• 5,377 . , 2 4 4,759.79 5,126.75 4 , 9 5 7 . 1 4 4,023.50 

1 2 9 

173,010.00 

.'• ; 3,159.75 

. 113 
96,125.00 

: i • 
4,293.00 

' 104 
." 85.092 .00 

j , .: 2,014.91 

71 

81,520 .00 

2,082.70 
1,176.48 • 1 3 , 7 0 : 7 . 0 2 " 

•- 2 , 2 8 i 3 l 2 5 

2 s 1 7 j 4 l 8 5 ' 

7,098.82 
3,320.98 
2,528 .50 

10,920.65 a 
3,490.20 1 
3,487.50'' -. 

5,932.05 
3,590.21 
1,887.75 

8,128.15 
4,417 . 0 6 
2,007.70 

9,642.13 
5,110.61 
2,323.25 

11,086.66 
5 , 4 3 5 . 3 2 

2,254.50 

12,117.18 
6,377.68 
2,322.00 

9,466.00 f - 8,532.21 
6,434.56 ; 6,381.20 
1.898.68 i i ; 597.05 

- r 

6,502.21 
5,247.98 
1 . 5 6 5.19 

' -.. . 2 , 6 2 5 . 8 9 " 
4,700.27 5,105.50 

56,605.92 
16,454.68 
40,151.24 

75,028.78 
39,188.09 
35,840.69 . 

91,640.76 
52,873.24 
38,767.52 

107,836.71 
74,830.71 
33,000.00 

124,621.88 
103,845.34 
20,876.54 

i 
F 

142,03 j3 . 8 2 
1 2 5 , 5 3 4 . 9 2 

1 6 , 5 0 4 . 9 0 
• \ 

p •. • 

161,322.61 
155,656.79 

5,665.82 

182,369.45 ... 
202,166.95 : 

207,995.22 
239,464.86 

239,288.66 
278,604.04 

39,375.38 

275,896.13 
341,392.45 

6 6 - ^ 0 3 6 . 3 2 - ' 

322,683.88 
370,919.74 . 

4 8 , 2 3 5 . 8 6 -

369.893.17 
397,183.33 

27,290.16 

416,807.11 
449,972.08 

33,164.97 

i 469,391.27 
j 496,886.39 

; 27,495.12 

394,079.29 
42it,207.66 

. 3 0 , 1 2 8 , 3 7 

402,429 .98 
432,922.29 

- .30,700.34 

442,853.49 
474,366.85 

'•.31,-513.36 
18,606.42 

292.36 
31,900.00 
3,635.32 

22,250.00 
1,080.86 

' 36,300.00 
' '"159.72 

26,200.00 
2,077.11 

27,433.76 -
• 859.52 ••. • - - 478.35• 1,705.51 

29,700.00 
9,448.11 

6 , 3 0 b . 0 0 

2 , 1 5 ' 2 . 2 6 

! " 
• 4,164.43 

19,797.50 - i -
1,739.78 .j 

! 

31,469.64 
. 6,716.32 1,002.60 ' 

35,000.00 
527.35 

55,000.00 
1 , 3 6 7 , 5 6 

51,800.00 
895.96 

38,500.00 
. 998.50 

! 
. 33,500.00 
. 3,644.63 

28 ,000 .00 , 
. -3,377.17 

, 23 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 -
•. .. .2,893,24,' 

' 18 ,000.00 
' 3,576.23 

7,713.13 
3,598.08 

7,448.58 V- 5,835.00 •• " 6,293.40 6,916.13 
• 

8,666.74 525.00 
10,178.80 

1,639.78 
17,484.38 

22,639.61 . 
11,072.80 

2 6 , 6 6 4 . 0 5 33,763.85 
52,237 .89 

i 
39,719.83 ' ;. 

5,968.95 : 
49,302.73 
26,494.52 

57,281.15 
. 297.95 

65,240.63 
71,181.67 

70,331.69 70,644.85 68,974.43 
! 
, 73,930.43 

i 

7 5 , 2 9 7 . 7 5 . 60,597.13. ; 61,777.77 

•pi 1 , 3 1 1 . 2 5 §7 ,448 .68 S55~, 835.00 t876"66T7I. § 1 0 , 7 0 3.80 $19,124 .16 #33.712 .41 $26.66tl.05 |86.001.68 |S45T688.78 # ,S7.,E7'9.1o $ 70.331.60 |$ 7 0,644 . 8 5 # 68,97.4.42 # 7a,930.42 i ii;m'm> % 60.597.12 0 61.777.77 

u 
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MUWICIPAL STATt-STICS 1935-1946 

T A X L37IBS:. 1935 
General Purposes.......... „ | 57,953.03 
SchooIs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . a . . . . . . . . . 43,451,56 

Debt. Int., Skg.-Fund, S t . I t s . 77,755.49 

T OT A l t LSF*£ ..•«•»•»•••••»»»••.» HX84', 

1936 
42,657.60 
57,358.51 
83,334.69 

TAX COLLECTION; 
Current Taxes?, 
percent of Current Levy.......... 

SAL1S OF TAX SALS. LABD3 
WATli»R J?JBG.SIPT&... . 9 . . » . « • * . « * 

*fc«ER COHHBC2I0BS- AND 
BiSflTPS INSfALLSD: 

BUILDXEG PERMITS 
Wuraber issued...,. 
Value B a l i d ings.................. 

LXC188S F3,3S, 
FIHBS & PKRHIfcS: 

GOV.&gglg&rc ALLOfESHTS: 
L t qttor P r o f i t s . • . . . . . * • • • . . . . • • • • 
Motor Licenses 
Par i Kutuei .....««•<>«........... 

111,576.21 
60.76 

59,588.88 
6,178.85 

25,204.64 

122,654.21 
66.90 

67,944,72 
20,039.82 
25,184.05 

G 
28 2 

Q 

94 
M 
2 

161 
161,820 

3,751.68 

5,247.98 

184 
256,055 

5,574.35 

5,247.98 

SINKING mm-. 
Amount <?eq» ! red..........». 485.,711.42 
Amount i n Fund 517,913.35 
Snort©g© >**«*....«.*«. «*.»..«««*» ........ Surplus, 32,201.93 

531,152.23 
564,494.21 

33,341.98 

Bank Loans Unpaid Dec. 31st ..... 18,000.00 12,000.00 
Gash in Sank and on Hani......... 2,621.13 544,31 

SCHOOLS; 
Gen, JSxpenet*. Current Aect'. 62,425.44 
Lanfts & Bl^gs., C a p i t a l Acct..... » « « * c e • • * 

68,445.17 
9 ,849.30 

78.294.47 

1937 • 
| 35,407.18 

63.678*48 
87.121.58 

$186,167.^4 

1938 
40,198.97 
66,738.20 
81,882*71 

19*39 
$ 60,998.78 

70,136.21 
83,946.08 

1940 
f69,013.14 
61,289.65 
111,362.36 

$215 ,'681.07 1^41:565.15 

13S.966.34 
71.00 

63,715..31 
25,212 .88 
27,867,12 

140,110*89 
74.00 

52,470.86 
22,398.23 
32,332.88 

164,199.92 
76.34 

48,049.53 
10,761.25 
32,469.99 

191,870.23 
79.40 

50,395.28 
12,080.35 
40.911.37 

G 
118 

M 
1 

C 
15S 

C 
151 

M 
1 !13 

M 
4 

224 
510,601 

6,352.88 

268 
575,887 

10.672B21 

5*240157 ^240*57 ««•*«»»• ......... 

590,782.35 653,632.24 
620,517*53 679,583.25 
_* 29*73S.18 "25*951.01 

7,000.00 
2,243.00 2,003.77 

73,694.34 78,447.51 
3,025.30 

73,694.34 81.472.81 

271 
647,944 

12,599.12 

5,240.57 

328 
795,217 

15,742.70 

5,240.57 

718,780.52 
720,611.21 

* " 1*830.69 

642,006.06 
680,911.86 

38,905.30 

4,642.10 7,271.46 

83,130.59 
3,061.40 

87,031.51 

86,191.99 87.031.51 

1941 
| 69,481.94 

62,597.68 
115,157.49 

$247,237.11 

203,317.91 
82 .24 

50,668.60 
17,704.97 
52,310.16 

C 
198 

M 
3 

354 
789,895 

19,242.14 

5,240.57 
o m • • • « 

702,545.15 
949,322.02 

'46*776.87 

38,146.14 

85,788.73 

85,788.73 

1 /1942 
# 76.201.31 

63.878.66 
118,658.83 

1943 
| 83,003.40 

66,728.00 
108,228.79 

psa.ysB.feQ- 96o.i9 

1944 
| 95,187.07 

73,'781.60 
97,419.28 

216,686.02 
88.74 

55,948.79 
5,£56.00 

51,443.80 

C M 
74 0 

227,862.21 
88 .33 

56,710.85 
34,974.45 
52,849.38 

241,840.22 
90.78 

39,599.99 
78,438.27 
62,012.00 

C 
49 

M 
0 c 

129 
M 
0 

* 152 
317,162 

16,836.02 

./' 

" *7,^41.36 

106 
172,265 

13,692.82 

7,737.70 

272 
653,981 

.18,195.41 

7,737,70 
>•«« • • • * * 

624,432.79 
687.336.29 

62.905.50 

637,814.18 
685.827.18 

*48*6J3l6o 

675,398.57 
726 ,,451.57 

51T053.00 

JO. 845.65 38,939.61 58,756.36 

91,655.22 

91.655.22 

93,954.13 

93.954.13 

104,821.05 
30,000.00 

.134,851.05 

1945 
|118,216.67 

85,987.90 
101,606.69 

283,355.28 
92.66 

34,671.87 
26,484.19 
59,536.20 

C 
173 

M 
3 

395 
1,024,416 

23,172.58 

7,623.11 

615,; 138 .94 
681,j934.15 

" 6^ 1795.21 

"9^811*79* 

118,1106.14 
4 J200 .00 

122.^06.14 

Cf 3.07 
% 3 

c M 

71 W</ 

6<r ijHtL. 

r * * * * * 

. » » » » • * 

a y . * 7 4 

/ 7 ey *-s^v 



Reeves of West. Vancouver Since ineorpor at ion i n 1912 

Date leeve 

1912 x Charles ieIson 
1913 John Lawson 
1914 John Lawson 
1915 x George Hay 
1016 x George Hay 
191? x George Hay 
1918 x V. V. Vinson 
1919 x V. V. Vinson 
.1920 x V. V. Vinson 
- 1921 x D. Morgan 
lf22 x V. V.- Vinson 
1923 x R . C. Procter 
1924 SV Gisby 
1^26 S. Gisby 

• 1926 x D. Morgan ' 
1927 x V. V. Vinson 
1928 x V. V. Vinson 
1929 x V. V.* Vinson 
1930 J . B.; Ley land 
1931 j . B. leyland 
1932 j • B. Leyland 
lt33 J.. B» Leyland 
1934 J . B» Leyland 
1935 J . B - Leyland 
1936 J . B•'Leyland 
1937 j , B. Leyland 
1938 J . B . Leyland 
1939 J . B» Leyland 
1940 J . B. Leyland 
lf41 j . Edward Sears 
1942 j . Edward Sears 
1943 Patrick W. F i e l d 
1944 Patrick W. F i e l d 
1945 William Dickinson 
1946. William Dickinson 
If47 W i i i i a m Dickinson 

x Deceased 



Gr 

Municipal Of f i c e r s 1912 - 194?? 

1912 - 1915 
Reeve; Charles Nelson 
Council: James B. Mathers 

T. F. Merrick 
George Hay 
Samuel Gintzburger 

School Trustees; John Lawson 
William C. Thompson 
Charles nelson 
Mrs. Annie Crane „ 
T. F« Merrick . . ' " . 

Committees; Finance - Councillors.Mathers and Gintzburger 
Board of Works - Councillors Hay and Merriek 
F i r e . Water and Light - Councillors Merrick 

and Mathers 
Pollee, Parks and H e a l t h - Councillors 

! Gintzburger and Hay 
Transportation - Councillors Mathers, Hay 

and;Gintzburger 
License Commissioners:, Reeve Melson, Coun­

c i l l o r s Mathers and Hay 

1914 - 1915 
Reeve; John Lawson 
Council; Robert Macpherson - Chairman Finance Committee 

Albert Whyte - Chairman Board of Works 
John W. Warden - Chairman police Committee 
Frederick Shields - Chairman Fire and Light 

Committee 
Board of License Commissioners; Reeve Lawson, Councillors 
~ Maepherson and Whyte, J.. 1 . Mathers,J.P., A. E. 

Lid d l e , J.P. , 
p o l i c e Magistrate; Arthur J . B. Mel 1.1 sh, B.A. 
O f f i c i a l s ; G. H. Peake - C.M.C. . 

G. H. Farrow - Assessor 
W. B. Carter - Municipal Engineer 
Maeneill, B i r d , JtacDonald and Darling, 

- S o l i c i t o r s 
Buttar and Cheine - Auditors 
J . G. Teare - Chief of police 

1915 - 1916 
Reeve; George Hay 
Council; ¥. V. Vinson - Chairman Finance Committee 

W. C. Thompson - Chairman Board of Works 
Albert Whyte - Chairman F i r e and Light 

Committee 
Thomas F. Merrick - Chairman Health Committee 



Board of License Commissioners: Reeve Hay, Councillors 
Tnomas F. Merrick and Frank Armstrong 

Police Magistrate; Arthur J . B . Mellish.B.A. 
O f f i c l a l s l G. E. Peake - G.JS.C. 

G. Ho Farrow - Assessor 
H. L.;McPherson - Municipal Engineer 
•Bird, Macdonald and Ross - S o l i c i t o r s 
Buttar and Cheine - Auditors 
J . G. Teare - Chief of po l i c e 

1916 - 1917 
~" Reeve; George Hay 

Council: R. C. Procter - Chairman Finance Committee 
VV, C. Thompson - Chairman Board of Works 
T. F. Merrick - Chairman of Water Works 
S. ©is by - Chairman F i r e , Light and Parks 

Board of License Cocmissioners? Reeve Hay, Councillors 
~"! ~ '' ! Procter and""Valiant V.. Vinson: 
Board of Commissioners of police: Reeve Hay, Councillors 
~" Merrick and Robert J . Pengelley 

1917 - 1918 
Reeve; George Hay 
Gouncil: R. C. Procter - Chairman Finance Committee 

W. C. Thompson - Chairman Board of Works 
D. Morgan - Chairman of Water Works 
H. R. McDonald - Chairman Transportation 

Committee 
Board of License Commissioners; Reeve Hay, Councillors 

Thompson and A. W. ure 
Board of Commissioners of police; Reeve Hay, Councillors 
* '• Procter and j . M. S i n c l a i r 

1918 - 1919 
Reeve; V. V. Vinson 
Council; R. C. Procter - Chairman Finance Committee 

D. Morgan - Chairman. Board of Works 
J . S. Y,ates - Chairman of Water Works 
S. Gisby — Chairman Transportation Committee 

Board of Commissioners '.of po l i c e ; George Hay and J . M. 
S i n c l a i r : 

1919 > 1920 
Reeve; V. V.. Vinson 
Council; A. H. Sherman - Chairman Finance Committee 

W. C Thompson - Chairman Board c f Works 
H. R. McDonald - Chairman of Water Works 
J- S. Yates - Chairman Transportation Committee 

Board of Commissioners of police; George Hay and j . M» 
S i n c l a i r 



1920 - 1921 
Reeve; V . V . V i n s o n 
Councillors; A. H. Sherman - Chairman Finance Committee 

W. e. Thompson i Chairman Board of ?/orks 
"\ k Committee 

f . L e s l i e - Chairman'Water Works Committee 
S. Glsby - Chairman Transportation 

• • Committee 
Board of School Trustees; A. A. Almas - Chairman 

J . porter, J . B» Gleland, 
G., Gourlay, W. C. Thompson 

Board of Commissioners of police; Reeve Vinson.Chairman 
A. H» Sherman 
J . M. S i n c l a i r 

1921 - 1922 
: Reeve; .U. Morgan • ' * • ' 

Councillors; J . p. ..Fqrsyth :- Chairman Finance Committee 
W. H. Kinney - r - Chairman Board of Works 

Committee 
J . S. Yates - Chairman Water forks 

Committee 
W.j.jyU Jackman - Chairman Transportation 

Committee 
-Board of School Trustees; W.J.M. Jackman - Chairman 

Mrs. F. Morgan 
W.T.B. Cochrane 
j . porter 
W. C. Thompson - Secretary 

Board .of Commissioners of po l i c e - Reeve Morgan - Chair­
man 

A. H- Sherman 
R. C. Procter 

1922 - ,1923 
Reeve; V. V. Vinson 
Councillors; S. Glsby - Chairman Finance Committee 

R. Flddes - Chairman Board of forks 
Committee 

I. E- Kinney - Chairman Water forks 
Committee 

W.J.M. Jackman - Chairman Transportation 
Committee 

Board of Schoo1 Trustees; W.j.ffi. jackman - Chairman 
Mrs. F. Morgan 
J . porter 
W.T.D. Cochrane 
W. C. Thompson * Secretary 

Board of Commissioners of police;; Reeve Vinson - Chair-

R. C. Procter 
J . S. Yates 
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192g - 1924 
Beeye;- 8 . G. Procter. 
^oaaclllors-: S. Gisby - Cfc&irssn Finance m& Light dt©* 

• a.». Pities - Cbstrnan Boari of. lsrS» m& 
Berks {fcaaitt*** 

T Gasnag© - Chairman later Works, f i r * , 
BaU&lsg aaS g 6 * l t l i Ote« 

George Hay - Chairman Traasportat ton Comm­
ittee. 

Board of aeaool ^raeteea•* t * j . i . jscrkiaaa * Gasirrasa 
James porter 
Mrs. F* Morgan 
Ers* C. Ritchie 
W.G. ̂ Thompson - Secretary. 

Board #f Goroiai0#toners of police: Reeve B« frocter, Gnalr-
J . S. Yates 
James Baelston* 

1924 - 1925 
gwvet Sydney Gisby. 
Ooimeillors; Gwla&ys Amy tiafflwa * Ghalraan fiogse© 

Goas&ltt&e 
George i . Fsalkaer « Gaairaan Board of Works 

and Jiight Gomittees 
pater Wait - Gnairiaaa Water wcrks and Mre 

Gottuaittees 
Eobert fidd.es * Chairman ^reasportation and 

parks C^amitteeii. 
BQar& of School frust@@g: frgnees jt* Merges - ChalnBaa* 

: ~ .Ohrigtiua $• l?ltcftle • 
Edwin 8m Gamago 
John MeG, g i l l 
W.j*fu Jaekssan* 

Bostri of Consists ion grs of police* H«ev# S» Gisby-Ghairffiaiu 
John S. rat©e 

• jstaefi- M&lstoa 
1925 - 1926 

Iteev®: Sydaey Gisby* 
OQaaeiilQr@» Giflsdys .Amy Davies - G^airmsn Min&me 

. • • . Goaffiiitte® . 
jolm Turner Watt - &kuir&m ©f iSorks 

and lualta GojBssitteea 
Harry Bruadrett - Chairman transportation 

• and Light 0enaft#9e9 
Peter iVait - Ohairza&n f i r e mk Water 

_OoattlttcNMi* ••. 
goarft of School- trustees; , :£hrU&t9*- $felfc»r Eit©&i« * 

Chairmen• 
Thomas f* Dauphinee 
John McC. H i l l 
James M* K&lagtott 
Edwin S# Gam age. 

http://fidd.es


Bosra s f CosBalsBtoners of goliee; Reeve S* Gisby-Chairman. 
John B. t&tes 

Off!ciala: polio© Magistrate * Gordon BobBO© 
Bmiclpal Clerk and Treasurer - James ollsson 
Municipal Engineer - James Duncan 
Secretary Board of School frttst&©& - H-B- Garland, 
secretary Board of Commissioners of police • 

H.V. B e l l . 
Chief Constable - frank W.. Squires* 

1926 - 1923 
Reeve: Dav-ld morgan 
Council lore - Joseph Bentley Leyland - ChalrffiSfi finance. 

Fire and publicity Committees 
Karl Abraham l a y - Casirasan Board o f i*orks 

and Parks Qonaltt««& 
John turner Watt - £hair©aa transportation 

GQHanittce 
Gwlsdye Aay Davie© ~ Ghalrisan Water, Health 

and ftIght Committee© 
Board of School Trustees - James Miliar Mlngton -Chairman 

John Steamna tatcs 
Germld David llg&r 
lay Boyd Robinson 
Flora Mary Garaage 

Board of Ooaialssloners of police; Reeve M®rg«a- - Ohairssm 
Robert Cecil Procter 
Donald Mef&vieh 

Off i c i a l s ; Police Magistrate - Gordon Robson 
Municipal Clerk and Treasurer - jaaes Qllason 
Municipal J&gineer - jatnes Duncan 
Secretary Board ©f School Sruste«s - H*B» Gar­

land, 
Secretary Board of Commissioners of police -

H.V. Bell 
Chief Constable - irank f* Squires 

1927 - 1928 
Reeve; Vinson 
Council lore; William jamcss Moore jackman - Chalrroan Fin-

*" anee Committee 
Karl Abr&aaro Ray - Chairman Bosru of Works 

and Light Committees 
Joseph Bentley Leyland * Ghalrmaa franeport-

at 1 on sad Health Coa®ittees 
John Turae^-Watt » • Gimlmm•• Hat«% fir© ana , 

• - ...... " "--|ark#:. @gettit%e4Hr-" •'"''/' 
loard &f Sc"hooI"gTOBtTOgr^"JW^ M* Miagtoii - Chairman 

Harold Thomas Gurtis / 
Gerald David Elgar 
May Boyd Robinson 
Robert Fiddes 
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Board o f Coaalssloners of folic®; Beeve Vinson - Chai 

Bofcort Co© 11 proet©* 
jDonald loSwan l e f s v l e . 

O f f i c i a l s : Municipal Clerl: l a d Sreasuror - James oIlason 
jfimtoipal Engineer - James Baaesn 
Secretary Town planning Coenjission • H.V. B e l l 
Seorotary Board of Cemetery trustees - W»Bmrria 
Secretary Board of commiesloaers Of p o l l e r -

H*?. B e l l 
Secretary Board of School Trustees - H*B-« Garland 
police Magistrate * Gordon Rofeaoa 
Chief Constable - Frank 3gaires.« 

192B « 1929 
'ReoveV v » V. Vinson. 
Councillors; John burner Watt - Chairman Finance sad Pub~ 

l i c i t y Committee 
til11am B l a i r - Chairman B©ard o f Worka and 

Parks Committee 
William James Kooro jackman - Chairman o f 

Transportation and Light COMB-
it t e e 

l obort Fiddes - Chairman Wator and Fir© 
eossitteo 

Board of School Trustees; Gerald David iSigar * Chairman 
Joseph Boatley Ley!end 
James M i l l a r i&diagton 
May Boyd Bobinson 
Robert Fiddes 

Board of Commissioners of police; Eeevo Vinson - Chairman 
Robert C o c l l Procter 
Donald McBwan McTavish 

O f f i c i a l s ; Municipal Clerk and Treasurer - jamas o l l a s o n 
Municipal iSagiaeer - James Duacan 
Secretary Toisa planning Cosaaiisslon - V. B e l l 
Secretary Board of Cemetery Trustees - f» H s r r l n 
Secretary Board of commi&aloners of polio® * 

Harry Vincent B e l l 
Secretary Board of School Trustees - H»B«Garlaad 
polloe Magistrate - Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable - Frank Salter Squires 
Medical Health O f f i c e r - Arthur Charles gash 
Sanitary inspector - Alexander ©racey 

1929 - 1980 
Reoye*; V»V* Vinson 
douBOillorB; David morgan - Chairman of finance* 
'., '' _ • William B l a i r - Chairman Board o f Works and 

- ~ -£srks~t^mft't*«-
Will Ism James goor® jaeksaan - Chairsas fr&ns-

portation and Light committe® 
fobert Fiddes » Caairssati ¥at©r and Flr# 

Coranittee 



Board of School Trustees 0arald Davit S l g s r - Chairman 
Margaret Solwooi 
j arses g i l l a r Hdln^ton 
Bay B9y& Booiasea 
BonjsMn Richard H&rrieoa 

Board o f QojBsalssloners off f o l i o s - Reeve Vlnson-Ohairasa 
~ * IrnBTa lenneth ia«C»'f# Savory 

Donald Sdciiw&u McTavish 
O f f i c i a l s ; municipal Clerk snd f£re«.isuror » Js&os ollason 

Municipal Snginesr - james Duncan 
Secretary Town planning Ooi^aiseion - Harry 

Vincent B e l l 
acerotciry Board of Coaetery frustess - >;illlara 

H©rrin« 
Secretary Bo?*'-- of School 2rusiess H»B» Qarlaoft 
Secretary Boai-d cl Commissioners o f p o l i c e -

Harry Tineesst B e l l 
p o l l c o Magistrate - Gordon Bo%som 
Chief aoBetablo - rranJ: Walter Squires 
Medical Health o f f i c e r - i r t h s r CharIs© gash 
Sanitary inspector - Ale^c&ador Sraeey 

1930 - 1931 
Eeeys; 3* B. Leylasa* 
c o u n c i l l o r s ; 7. 11. jac&aan - Chaireaa finance and Light 

aessmlttses 
u» Oartborne - Chairaaa Boai^d o f "Torks and 

tutor ©©sfaittsos 
3 . I K 31gsr - Go&lx&aa £'rans$ortation, F i r e 

and parks Comittees 
.0. yorgan • Eem^Gr of committees 

Board o f School Trustees - Samage - Ctoairman 
J . I U Fidiagton 
Kargaret Solwood 
tsyrtlc v* HafctertBsa 
Harvey Smith 

Board of police CogaaissIonore; Essve ieyland - OkairEian 
K* I . Savory 
C. ,y. Archer 

O f f i c i a l s : Municipal Clerk and Treasurer - James ollason 
j&aniclpal Engineer - jemes Duncan 
police Magistrate - Gordon Kobsan 
Chirtf Constable - Frank "tf. Squires 
Secretary Board of Commissioners of p o l i c e -

Harry TT. S e l l 
Secretary Board of School frBStees - H.B« 

Garland 
Ke&leat tea-ltfe efflii©r"^;;*rfc-iaar $• Hash 
Sanitary and Building inspector - A. Gra :coy^ v' 
Transportation "Manager - Capt. fi»i. Vino© 
F i r e Marshal - J.S. gates'- \-^.:-^-}. 
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fQWi planning (fommlsaloni j - « s* Baxter•• Chairman 
. E . ? « Bell Secretary 
leave J.B. i,eyland 

• George -lay • 
Councillor l l g a r 

• S»S* Gamage ' • 
Cemetery Boards Reeve j,3. Leyland 

Councillor f*. Gartaorne 
Councillor i» gorgan 
W» Herrln - Secretary 
E . fiddes 
A« ©alltoa 

1931 « 1932 - ' 
Bsejs: J--* B. LSylaM 
Councillors: sr* Biekiaaoa Chairman of Finance Committiee 

%• fiddes Ghairmgn BCari of forte and 
Light Committees 

§gaithome - Chairman Transportation 
and paries Committees 

Board of .School frasteea; E.S. Gsmsg^ * Ch&irjian 
-lar-ry B*- Garland - 'Secretary 
G«lf.H. fackfcon 

lasselI 
A. Heresy Smith 
Myrtle ?• l&sterman 

Board of Police GOBjgiiissioiierB; Row© J«B. Lsylsad^Chslrman 
H*^* Boll - Secretary 
G.*B* j o y 
C * j * Archer 

gown planning Coi»iBSioni p ..ev Cfeaimaa .«*• Gha£rmsjt 
&*T* §ell »• Secret sry 
Ree?e j.*3U ley 1 mid 
Councillor $.B» Slgar 
Seorge Hay 

Garage 
J.!!* Baxter 

Board, of Apjsalj pack Ctelanaan 
. E*V* Bell - -Secretary 
S.J. lasmlta 
iarold Brom 

Cemetery Boardt Eeeve j . B. Leylssd 
eoaaolllor W. MeMnsoB 
Councillor R« fiddes 
A * Chilton 
». Blair 
w* gerrla- * Secretary 

O f f i c i a l s : Mttalclpal Clerk, treasurer sad Assessor « 
' * "~ ' f i l l i s i Q aer r la . 

luniolpsl Engineer - .James Bunoan 
police Magistrate and MusicIp&l Solicitor -

Gordon Eefeson 



--ayes-

Chief Constable - Prank W. Squires 
Medical Health - Arthur C. Hash 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l and Building inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
Transportation Manager - Capt. H«I« Vlnee 
Fire Marshal - J . S . Yates 

1932 - 1933 

Reeve; J. B. Leyland 
Councillors; Chairman of Finance Committee 

R. Fiddes - Chairman Board of Works and 
Light Committees 

L.S. ff art home - Chairman Water and Fire 
Committees 

G.D. Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 
Parks Committees 

Board of School Trustees; C.T. Kendrick - Chairman 
" Harry B. Garland - Secretary 

T.E.W. RusBell 
T.E. Batchelor 
G. W.H. Jackson 
W.H. McDonald 

Board of police Commissioners; Reeve J.B» Leyland-Chairman 
H.V.Bell - Secretary 
6.B.. joy 
J.M. Sinclair 

Cemetery Board; Reeve J.B« Ley land 
Councillor W. Dickinson 
Councillor R. Fiddes 
W. Herrln, Secretary 
W. Blair 
A. Chilton 

Town planning Commission; P.C. Chapman - Chairman 
H. V. Bell $ Secretary 
Councillor G.D. Elgar 
George Hay 
Reeve Leyland 
J.M. Baxter 
C.T. Kendrlet 

Town planning Board of Appeal; R.J), peek - Chairman 
H» V. B©11 - Secretary 
Harold Brown 
S.J. Basra i t h 

Officials; Municipal Clerk, Treasurer and Assessor -
William Herrln 

Municipal Engineer - James Duncan 
police Magistrate and Municipal Solicitor -

Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable - Frank W. Squires 
Medical Health officer - Arthur C. Sash 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l and Building inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
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transportation Manager - Capt. H»I» Vlace 
f i r e Marshal - J.S. Yates 
Bankers - Royal Bank of Canada 
Auditors - Crehan, Mouat & Co., Vancouver, B.C. 

1933 - 1934 
Reeve" J.B. Leyland 
Councillors; W. Dickinson - Chairman Finance committee 

R. Fiddes - Chairman Board o f Works and 
Light Committees 

L.S. Garthorae - Chairman Water and F i r e 
Committees 

G • D • Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 
< Parks Committees 

Board of School Trustees; C.f. Rendriek - Chairman 
Harry B» Garland - Secretary 
G.W.H. Jackson 
W.H. McDonald 
T.E.W. Russell 
T.E. Bat eh e l or 

Board of Commissioners of police.; Reeve Leyland - Ghalrmam 
1 ---------------- • • - g.y.gell - Secretary 

S.B. joy 
j.M* S i n c l a i r 

Cemetery Board; Reeve leyland 
Councillor W. Dickinson 
Councillor R. Fiddes 
H.V. B e l l - Secretary 
W. B l a i r 
A. Chilton 

Town Planning Commission» P.C. Chapman - Chairman 
George Hay 
Councillor G.D. Elgar 
C T . Kendrlck 
B.V. B e l l - Secretary 
Reeve Leyland 
J.H* Baxter 

Town planning Board of Appeal; R.D. peck - Chairman 
H.f. B e l l - Secretary 
S.J. Hasmith 
Harold Brown 

O f f i c i a l s ; Municipal Clerk, Treasurer and Assessor -
William l e r r i n 

Municipal Engineer - jsmes Duncan 
pol i c e Magistrate and Municipal S o l i c i t o r -

Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable - Frank W. Squires 
Medical Health O f f i c e r - Arthur C. Nash 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l and Building inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
Transportation Manager - Gapt, H«I« Vlaee 
F i r e Marshal - J.S. Yates 
Bankers - Royal Bank of Canada 
Auditors - Crehan, Mouat & Go.,Vancouver,B.C. 
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1924 - 1935 
Reeve; J.B. l^yland 
Councillors; W. Dickinson - Chairman Finance Committee 

R. Fiddes - Chairman Board of Works and 
Light Committees 

L. S.Gartborne - Chairman Water and F i r e 
Committees 

G.D. Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 
Parks Committees 

Board of School Trustees; W.H. McDonald <- Chairman 
G. W, Jackson 
El i z a b e t h M. 0'Donne11 
H. B. Garland - Secretary 
R.E. Russell 
H»G. Barker * 

Board of po l i c e Commissioners• Reeve J.B. Leyland — 
Chairman 

G. B. Joy 
J.M» S i n c l a i r 
H»V. s e l l - Secretary 

Cemetery Board; Reeve J.B. Ley land 
Councillor W.. Dickinson 
W« Herrin - Secretary . 
Councillor R. Fiddes . . 
W.Blair 
A. Chilton 

Town planning Commission; S . j . Nasmtth 
H. ¥* B e l l - Secretary 
R.D. peck 
Harold Brown 

O f f i c i a l s ; Municipal Clerk, Treasurer and Assessor -
William Herrln 

Municipal Engineer - James Duncan 
pol i c e Magistrate and Municipal S o l i c i t o r -

Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable - Frank ff* Squires 
Medical Health O f f i c e r - Arthur C. Hash 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l and Building inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
Transportation Manager - Capt. H»l» Vince 
F i r e Marshal - J.S. Yates 
Bankers - Royal Bank of Canada 
Auditors - Grehan, Mouat & Co., Vancouver,B.C# 

1935 - 1936 
Reeve; J.B« Leyland 
Councillors; W. Dickinson - Chairman Finance Committee 

R. Fiddes - Chairman Board o f Works and 
Light Committees 

L.S. Garthorne - Chairman Water and F i r e 
Committees 

G.D. Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 
Parks Committees 
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Board of School Trustees; W.M. MaeDonald - Chairman 
Barry B* Garland - Secretary 
Elizabeth M.0»Donnell 
B* fficfi. McTavish 
H.G. Barker 
S.J. lasmith >• 

Board of p o l i c e Gomajsa loners: Reeve J.B. Ley land-Chairman 
I.V. B e l l - S e c r e t a r y 
J.B. Joy 

, . J.M. S i n c l a i r 
Cemetery Board:- Reeve J.B* Leyland 

W. B l a i r 
W. Herrln - S e c r e t a r y 
Councillor W. Dickinson 
Councillor R., Fiddes 

• A. Chilton 
Town planning Commission: George flay - Chairman 

Reeve J.B. Leyland 
Councillor G.D. Elgar 
J*M. Baxter 
p.G. Ghapman 
W.U. MacBonald 

Town planning Board of Appeal: S.J. Hasmith 
H.V. B e l l - Secretary 
G.S. Downing 
Harold BTOTO 

O f f i c i a l s ; Municipal Glerk, Treasurer and Assessor-
" William Hsrrin 

Municipal E n g i n e e r - James Duncan 
p o l i c e Magistrate and Municipal S o l i c i t o r -

Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable - Frank W. Squires 
Me&leal Bealth O f f i c e r - Dr. &.G. Hash 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l and Bailding inspector -

Alexander Gracey 
Transportation Manager - Capt. H.I. Vines 
F i r e Marshal - H. Hormand 
Bankers - Royal Bank of Canada 
Auditors - Crehan, Mouat & Co., Vancouver,B.G» 

1936 - 1937 
Reeve; J.B. Leyland 
Councillors; W. Dickinson - Chairman Finance Committee 

R. Fiddes - Chairman Board of Works and 
Light Committees 

. S. Gisby - Chairman Water and F i r e 
Committees ' 

G.D. Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 
parks Committee s 

Board of School Trustees; W.N. MaoDonald - Chairman 
Harry B. Garland - Secretary 
S.J. uasmlth 
Elizabeth M. O rBonneil 
D. MoB. McTavish 
E . G. Barker 
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Board of police Commissioners; Reeve J.B. Ley land 
Councillor W. Dickinson 
Councillor R. fiddes 
W. B l a i r 

' l e r r i n - Secretary 
A. Chilton 

fown planning Commission; George l a y - Chairman 
Councillor G.D. Elgar 
P.C. Chapman 
Reeve J.B. Leyland 
J.M. Baxter 
W.H. MaeDonaId 

Town Planning Board of Appeal; S.J. Hasmith 
H.V. B e l l - Secretary 
C.S. Downing 
Harold Brown 

•Officials-.; Municipal Clerk, Treasurer and Assessor -
William" l e r r i n 

Municipal^lngineer - James Duncan 
pol i c e Magistrate and Municipal S o l i c i t o r -

Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable - Frank W. Squires 
Medical Health O f f i c e r - Dr. A*C Hash 
Sanitary; E l e c t r i c a l and Building inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
Transportation Manager - Capt. H«I« Vine© 
F i f e Marshal - H. Hormand 
Bankers - l o y a l Bank of Banada 
Auditors - Crehan, Mouat & Co..Vancouver.B.C. 

1937 - 1938 
Reeve; J.B. Leyland » • •• • 
Councillors; W. Dickinson -? Chairman Finance Committee 

R. Fiddes - Chairman Board of Works and 
Light Committees 

S. Glsby - Chairman Water and F i r e 
Committees 

G.D. Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 
Parks Committees 

Board pf School Trustees; H«G. Barker - Chairman 
J . Richardson 
Elisabeth M. o*X>onneil 
D. McE. McTavlsh 
W.H. MaeDonald - Secretary 

Board of police Commissioners; Reeve J.B. Leyland -
Chairman 

W. Gentleman - Secretary 
G..B-. joy 
j.M. S i n c l a i r 



Cemetery Board; , Reeve J.B. Leyland - Chairman 
'Councillor W. Dickinson 
Bouncillor 1 . Fiddes 
W. 4Blair ' 
A. Chilton 
W. Herrin ^ Secretary 

Town planning Cdmmissloni Reeve J.B» Leyland 
George Hay ' ' 
Councillor G.D. Elgar 
H.V* B e l l - Secretary 
J.M. Baxter - Chairman 
p.G. Chapman 
H.G. Barker 

•fown Planning Board of Appeal; S.J. srasmith 
S.V. B e l l - Secretary 
C S . Downing 
Harold Brown 

O f f i c i a l s ; Municipal Clerk, Treasurer and Assessor -
William Herrin 

Municipal Engineer - James Duncan 
police Magistrate and Municipal S o l i c i t o r -

Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable - Frank W. Squires 
Medical Health O f f i c e r - Dr. A.C. Hash 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l and Building inspector -

Alexander Gra'cey" 
Transportation Manager - Capt* H.I. Vince 
F i r e Marshal - W. Mcif. Thompson 
Bankers - Royal Bank of Canada 
Aud i t d r s - Crehan, Meredith & Co .,Vancouver,B.C. 

1938 ^ 1939 
" R^ave; J.B. l e y l a n d 

Councillors! W. Dickinson Chalman Flnanc© Committee 
R. Fiddes - Chairman Board of Works and 

Light Committees 
S. Gisby - Chairman Water and F i r e Committees 
G.D. Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 

Parks Committees 
Board of School Trustees; H.G. Barker - Chairman 

D. McE. MoTavish 
Elizabeth M. 0*Bonnell 
J . Richardson 
G.E. Brealey 
W.i. Mac Dona Id - Decretary 

Board of police Commissioners; Reeve J.B. leyland - Chairman 
Dr. F.E. Dorchester 
j.IT. G i l l i e s ~ Secretary 
G.S. joy 



Cemetery Board: Reeve J.B. Leyland - Chairman 
Councillor W. Dickinson 
Councillor R. fiddes 
a. Chilton 
W. B l a i r 
f . Herrln - Secretary 

gown planning Commission: J.M. Baxter - Chairman 
Reeve J.B. Leyland 
Councillor G.D. Elgar 
H.G. Barker 
George Hay 
H.V. B e l l - Secretary 
P . O . Chapman 

Town planning Board of Appeal: S . j . Hasmith 
H.V. B e l l 
C.S, Downing 
J.N. G i l l i e s * Secretary 

O f f i c i a l s ; -Munielpal Clerk, Treasurer and Assessor -
William Herrln 

Municipal Engineer - James Duncan 
po l i c e Magistrate and Municipal S o l i c i t o r 

Gordon Robson 
Chief Constable f - Frank W. Squires 
Medical Health O f f i c e r - Dr. A.C. l a s h 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l and Building inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
Transportation Manager * Capt. H«I» Vinee 
F i r e Marshal - W, MCH. Thompson 
Bankers - Tne Royal Bank of Canada 
Auditors - Crehan, Meredith & Co., Vancouver. 

1939 ^ 1940 
Reeve; J.B. Leyland 
Councillors; W. Dickinson » Chairman Finance Committee 

T.J. Brown r Chairman Board Of Works and 
Light Committees 

S. Gisby Chairman Water and F i r e 
Committees 

G.D. Elgar - Chairman Transportation and 
parks committees 

Board of School Trustees: D. McE. McTavish - Chairman 
Eli z a b e t h M. O'Donnell 
l.H# MacDonald - Secretary 
J . Richardson 
S.H, Taylor 
G.E. Brealey 

Board of police Commiesloners ; Reeve J.B. Leyland-Chalrman 
Dr. F.E. Dorchester G.B. Joy 
J.H. b i l l i e s - Secretary 



Cemetery Board; Reeve J*B* Leyland - Chairman 
C o u n c i l l o r 9« Dickinson 
C o u n c i l l o r f *J* Brown 
W. B l a i r 
A* C h i l t o n 
W* l e r r l a - Sec r e t a r y 

town planning ComalSBIon; J.A. Baxt e r - Chairman 
Reeve J.B« Leyland 
C o a n c l l l o r S.B. l i g a r 
H*V* B e l l - Secretary 
George Hay 
P*C* Chapman 
B* McB. McTavish 

fosm pla n n i n g Board o f App e a l : S.J,. J a s s i t h 
J.$. .Oil l i e s - Secretary 
G.S.. .Downing 
B.?* B e l l 

O f f i c i a l s ; M u n i c i p a l C l e r k and Treasurer - W i l l lam i i e r r l n 
M u n i c i p a l Assessor - Robert Fiddes 
M u n i c i p a l Engineer - j sines Duncan 
p o l i c e M a g i s t r a t e and M u n i c i p a l S o l l o i t e r -

Gordon Robson 
C h i e f Cons t a b l e ~ Frank $• Q u i r e s 
Medical Health o f f i c e r - Br.'A*C. Hash 
S a n i t a r y , E l e c t r i c a l and B u i l d i n g Inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
Tra n s p o r t a t i o n Manager - Capt, H*I* v"ln©e 
F i r e Marshal - %• Mos. Thoapsoh 
Bankers - l o y a l Back of C a s s i a 
A u d i t o r s - Crehan, Meredith & Go* tVaaeouver,B*e* 

1940 - 1941 
Reeve*" J.B. l e y l a n d * 
C o u n c i l l o r s ; W* Dickinson - Chairman Finance Cosffltttee 

J, Edward Sears - Chalrfflaa Board o f fork© 
and parka Committees 

John Richardson -, Chairman Water and L i g h t 
G o s s l t t e e s 

K a r l A * "Ray - Chalrcsaa t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and 
F i r e Committees 

Board o f School Trustees; D. McB* McTavish - Chairman 
E l i s a b e t h M. ©»Bonne11 

McDonald - Seeretary 
&*&• Walters 
$»3U Brealey 
S . s . T a y l o r 

Board o f p o l i c e Gommlssloaers; l e a v e J.B* Layland-Ghairaaa 
B r . F*B* Borehester 
J.B* Joy 
J>H* G i l l i e s - Secre t a r y 

Cemetery Board; Reeve j . i * Leyland - Chairman 
C o u n c i l l o r W« Dickinson 
C o u n c i l l o r K.A. l a y 
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Ceaetery Board {coat,) 
W. B l a i r 
A* C h i l t o n • i' 
f • B e r r l n - ^eocetary 

Town planning CosaBlgsloai j , A * Baxter - Chairman 
Reeve J.B. Leyland 
C o u n c i l l o r J , Edward Sears 
j % f % ' G i f l l e s - S e c r e t a r y ' 
George Hay 
P . C Chapman 
13. KcE. M c f a v l s a 

Town planning Board o f Appeal: C S . Bowling 
• S.J. fjasfliita 
S.A.Q. Carry 
j'*S-« G i l l i e s - Secretary 

O f f i c i a l s * M u n i c i p a l C l e r k and Treasurer 111 H a n B«rrin 
M u n i c i p a l Aseesser - Robert Fiddes 
M u n i c i p a l Engineer - James Duncan 
P o l i c e M a g i s t r a t e and M u n i c i p a l S o l i c i t o r -

Gordon Bobson 
Chief Const able - A l b e r t W, Eruger 
Med i c a l S e a l t h o f f i c e r ~ B r , A # C gash 
S a n i t a r y , E l e c t r i c a l and B u i l d i n g i n s p e c t o r -

Alexander Graeey 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n Manager - Gapt, H * I « Vlnce 
F i r e Marshal - W* M C H . Thompson 
Bankers - l o y a l Bank o f Caaada 
A u d i t o r s - Crehan, Meredith & Co,Vancouver,B.C 

1941 - 1948 
" Beeves J» Edward Sears 

Council lore: W* B l e k i n s o a - Chairman f i n a n c e Coasaittee 
4*aarv#y S a l t a - Chairman Board o f Works 

Committee 
j o b s BlehardBon - Chairman Water and L i g h t 

G o r a f B l t t e e s 
E a r l Am Say - Chairman f r a n ^ p o r t a t l o n , parks 

and F i r e Goroalttees 
Board o f School f r a s t e e s t !!•!?• f a l t e r s - Chairman 

"~ E l i s a b e t h n. o*B©nneil 
W*H» i c B o n a l d - Secretary 
L.A,I, Walnwrlght 
M , 0 . G o r k i l l 
G«E. Brealey 

Board of p o l i c e Commissioners; Reeve j •Edward Sears «» 
Chairman 

B r . F*B# Borehester 
G.B. j o y 
j . N . G i l l i e s - Secr e t a r y 



Cemetery Board; Reeve j . Bdward Sears » Chairman 
Councillor f . Mekinson 
Councillor A. larvey Smith 
j .M. morals 
A. Chilton 
W. Herrln - Secretary 

Town planning Commission; J.A. Baxter • Chairman 
Reeve j , Bdward Sears 
Councillor i * A . Ray 
J * I * G i l l i e s - Secretary 
8*3?. Blower 
j . ? . Witt ' 
I.H* Walters 

Town planning Board of Appeal; C.W. Bosaing 
S.J,, ifasmith • 
S.A.G. Curry 
jmMm 9 l i l i e s - Secrets^? 

O f f i c i a l s ; ifanielpai Clerk - t i l lies Herrln 
Munteipal fressuror - l . i . l e i o n a l a 
Municipal Assessor - Robert Fiddes ' 
Municipal Engineer * S . f r Richardson 
p o l i c e Magistrate and Municipal S o l i c i t o r -

Gordon lebson 
Chief Constable - Albert f * EPuger 
Medioal Of f l e e r - . f i r * AvG. gash 
Sanitary, E l e c t r i c a l sad B&lldiag inspector -

Alexander Graeey 
Transportation Manager - Capt. H . I . f i n e s 
f i r e Marshal, - f . s o l * Thompson 
Bankers - She Royal Bsnk o f Canada 
Auditors - Crehan, Meredith & 0o«, Vancouver, B.C. 

1$4£ * 1943 - ' 
~" "^ieffT J« Mw&rd Seaps 

'gounctilorg: W. Dickinson - Chairman finance Committee 
A. Harvey Smith - Chairman Board of forks 

Somsltte® 
John Richardson Chairman Water and Light 

committees 
K a r l A* l a y *• Chairman transportation, parks 

and F i r e Committees 
Board of Sonoei trustseS; g.if..falters - Chairman 

2»«.A»H»< i a i n ^ r l g a t 
£UP.* B i w e r * Secretary 
8.B. Brealey 
H.O. e o r k l l l 
V i o l e t G. Sharps 

Beard of police Commissioner a; Reeve j * l . Sears - Chairman 
G.B* j c y 
Hugh S. f a y l o r 
J.H* G i l l i e s - Secretary 
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Cemetery Board* geeve j , Edward fear® * GhsinBan 
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1945 - 1946 
"""" §,«?7_f.. Bicklaeon 
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P.O. fan some Cfealrmsa, Board of Works, 
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,i% G.B... Brealey 
S;,. i>e Gruchy 
? * j . .$oim --Secretary • • • 
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Sora B r l t t s n 

Board of police G omrals s i oners; ftaeve W. Bickinaon-Ghairman 
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S. de Gruchy 
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C. S. Downing 



G. E. Beynes 
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R. P. Blower 
Reeve W. Dickinson 
W. Birmingham 
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O f f i c i a l s : Bankers - The Royal Bank of Canada 
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Municipal Assessor - J . Y. Gardner 
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F i r e Marshal - W. McH. Thompson 
Municipal Clerk - R. A. Harrison 
Police Magistrate - Gordon Robson 
Municipal S o l i c i t o r - J . Edward Sears 
Chief Constable - C. Hailstone 
Health O f f i c e r - Dr. G. Baker 
Sanitary Inspector - J . E. Proud 
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