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A COMPARISON.OF THE PERSONALITY PROFILES OF

'PARENTS AND THEIR CHILDREN.

Abstract,.

The pufpose of this experiment was to test experimentally
the dégree of relationship between parents and thelr unmarried
children over the age of 16 in respect to nine personality
traits on the Minnesota Multiphasic Pérsonality Inventory. It
was hypothesized that the degree of relationship between like-
sexed parent-child is significantly higher than that betwéen
cross-sexed parehtfchild. |

In order that the hypothesis might be tested the MMPI was.
administered to 52 families all with a Roman Catholic religibus
background. All responses were scored according to‘the manual
of directions and subjected to statistical analysis in order that
differences might be demonstrated..

The results of the experiment lend support to the hypothes-
is, the main findings being as follows:

1. Significant corrslations exist between various members
of the family on the nine MMPI variables. These corr-
elations are small but favor a theory of positive rel-
ationships between parents and their children.

2. Significaent differences between like-sexed and cross-
sexed parent-child combinations exist on the Mf scale,
On the remaining & scales there is no significant
difference. However, there 1s evident a positive gen-
eral trend which indicated that sons tend to resemble
their fathers and daughters to resemble their mothers.

The results are not high enough to be of'predictive

o\



~importance. The data are more suggestive than con-
'>cluéi§e. |
This lack of significance may be due to various factors
which tend to lower intra-family éorrelations. |

.Suggestions were made for further researah on other groups.
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CHAPTER 1I. 1.

INTRODUCTION AND STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM.

Introduction:

There is general agreement amongst psychologists of a
demonétrable resemblance between parents and children in
respect to various-charactéristics, vis., physical traits,
moral opinions, beliefs, attitudes, and intglligence level,

Pearson (28) collected measures on parent and offspring
in the physical traits of stature, arm span,_and forearm
length. The parent-child correlations in these traits averaged
about .52.

The Hartshorne, May, and Shuttleworth (10) studies on
moralnopinions and attitudes showed a total parent and midparent-
child correlation of .55,

A large-scale study of intra-family resemblances in
attitude is that of Newcomb and Svelhla (25). For parents and
their children he obtained correlations of .63, .44, and .56
on the Thurstone attlitude scales towards Church, War, and
Communiém resbectively.. '

The relation between parents and thelr offspring who have
grown up in the home are well established for measures of
intelligence. 1In the most extensive of these studies, Conrad
and -Jones (7) obtained a parent-child correlation of .49,

The relative influence of environment and heredity has
never veen definitely settled, although there 1s an impressive
accumulation of data. Heredity and environment are so inter-
related and so dependent on each other that they cannot be

considered apart,



Loevinger (17) has recently demonstrated that attempts
to deiermine the proportional contribution of heredity and
environment involve the asgsumption that their effects are
additive. He points out that this i8 lnconsistent with their
interaction which precludes the application of sinmple arithmetic
laws,

Schwesinger (32) argued that the relative contribution
of heredity and ehvironment 1s gpecific not only to the trait,
but also to the individual and the particular environmeni, that
is, under different conditions of environment, the relative
contribution of heredity will differ; and under different
conditions of heredity, the relative contributions of environ-
ment will differ.

Ih the case of family resemblance, both hereditary and
environmental factors operate simultaneously to produce
greater likeness within the ordinary family than is found
among individuals chosen at random. Attitudes and behavioral
characteristics are paésed on through precept and example. The
common effects of the same environment tend to increase thé
resémblances between pareﬁt and child, Much stress is laid
on "social heredity" by Blanchard (4) who belleves that "desire
of approval and natural tendency to imitate, incite the child to
pantomine attitudes that he sees Iin parents until they aré
woven Iinto the habit system that controls his own behavior and
have become an integrated factor of the whole personality...".

Miller and Dollard (24) also agree that imitative
behavior 1s learned and follows the laws of learning.

In the present study 1t is proposed to test experimentally



the degree of relationship between parents and their children
in respect to the nine personality traits on the MMPI
(Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory.) (12).

| No effort is made to prove whether any resembiance which
may exist 1s due to heredity or environment; it is an eattempt
to find the degree of relationship since any resemblance would

be due to environmental factors superimposed on heredity.

Specific Purpose of the Experiment:

Specifically, the hypothesis to be tested was: That the
" degree of relstionship between like-sexed parent-child is
significantly higher than that between cross-sexed parent-

child.



CHAPTER II.

REVIEW OF RELATED STUDIES.

In 1934, Hoffeditz (15) reported the results of a study to
determine how ﬁuch children resemble their parsnts and one
another in personality traits. The sample consisted of 100
families, each with a father and a mother and at least two
children of high-school age of over, Most families lived in a
Pennsylvania city of 50,000,some few lived in small towns near-
by. They are all normal in that the children when young lived
with their parents. The greatest possible number of social and
economlic groups are repregented, Three scores from the Bern-
reuter Personality Inventory (3) were used; neuroticism, self-
sufficlency, and dominance. (Scales 1, 2, & 42. The resem-
blance coefficients obtained were low, ranging from .008 to
284,

Sward and Friedman (33) using the neurosis score (Scale 1)
extracted from The Bernreuter Personality Inventory made a
comparison of parents and their offspring in emotional attitudes,
This study was part of a larger investigation of differences
in temperament between Jews and Gentiles. The sample consisted
of 387 young adults attending high-school and university. The
Jewish parents are dominantly Russian born immigrants of long
American regsidence and fairly superior social standing. The non-
Jewish parents are North European Protestants, and by and large
American born., The race samples are said to be couparable in
age, 1.Q., residence, and paternal occupation, Using 56 to 58

pairs results obtained were:



Jewish Gentile

Father-son ' .29 .31
Mother-son .16 .27
Father-daughter 24 .05
Mother-daughter .51 o1l

They concluded that parental r's are but faintly related to
sex-alignment. If anything, chlildren resemble more closely the
garent of the same SEX,

In 1943 Patterson (26) correlated the Bernreuter scores
of mothers with chiid behavior ratings at the nursery school
level (average age 4 years) using the Fels Parent-Behavior Rating
Scale for the children., Bernreuter scores of mothers were also
correlated with the scores on the Brown Peréonality Inventory
(5) for & group of 28 older children, age 8-10 years. From the
standpoint of education, intelligence and income the group of
parents was a superior one., The resulting correlations are all
low and not statistically significant.

In explaining his results, Patterson suggests that better
measufes of parent personality would show closer relationships
‘or that it 1s not parent personality per se, but actual behav-
lor of the parent which influences child personality,

Gjerde (8) in 1949 administered the MMPI to a population
of ninth and tenth grade pupils of the Laboratory School of the
Uni&ersity of Chicago, and their parents. The children in this
group had a mean age of 14,8 years, a mean I.Q. of 138, and
came from families whose fathers, in seven cases out of eight,
fell in the first two groups on the Minnesota Occupational

Scale,



The ranges of coefficient on the nine scales for the
various parent-child relationships were as follows: Father-
son, N=83, r's from .07 to .31; Mother-son, N=93, r's from
.05 to .,21; Father-daughter, N=62, r's from .0l to .29;
Mother—daughtér, N’$80, r's from ,01 to .27. Individual corr-
elations on each scale aré not reported,

An objectlion to the Gjerde study 1s the low age range of
the childrén which extended over 12 years, 9 months to 16 years,
3 months, The general normal group for the standardization of
the MMPI had a minimum age of 16 years. Many guestions on this
test are not designed for suqucts aged 12 to 14 years. In the
present study the ages of the children range from 16 years to
27 years which in view of the foregoing remarks is an improve-

ment on the Gjlerds study..



CHAPTER III.

EXPERIMENTAL MATERIALS, SUBJECTS AND DESIGN.

Test Materials:

The test used for this study was the Minnesota Multi-
phasic Personality Inventory (MMPI).. This device is a struct-
ured personality teét consisting of 550 items in booklet form
(See Appendix). The subject is asked to read each statement
and answer.whethef it is true or false as applied to him. IT
the statement does not apply to him or if it is something that
he does not know about, the subject leaves the question unans-
wered, |

Briefly, this test yields gscores on nine components of
persohality, viz: Hs (Hypochondriasis), D (Depression), Hy
(Hysteria), P4 (Psychépéthic deviate), Mf (Masculinity-
femininity), PaA(Paranoia),'Pt (Psychasthenia), Sc (Schiz-
ophrenia),¢and Mé (Hypomania). AIn addition there are four scores
which deal with other properties of the scale, viz: questioﬁ
mark, (?), Lie (L), the F scale, and a suppressor score called
K. (8).

The Question score consists of the total number of items
put in the 'Cannot say' category; the size of this score affects
the significance of the other scores, Large Question scores
invalidate all others., If no more than an average of ohe un-
answered item occurs in every block of 15 items, the Question
score is considered to be 'OK'. This OK is taken to indicate
a T score of 50 in the later translation from raw scores to T
scores.

The LAscore 1s also a validating score that affords a

measure of the degree to which the subject may be attempting



to falsify hils scores by always choosing the response thét
places him in the most acceptable light socially., A high L
score does not entirely invalidate the other scores but
indicates that the true values are probably higher than those
actually obtained.

The F score is not a personality scale but serves as a
check on the validity of the whole record., If the F score 1s
high, the other scales are likely to be invalid either because
the subject was careless or unable to comprehend the items, A
low F score is a reliable indication that the subjects responses
were rational and relatively pertinent,

K acts as a suppressor variablé. (8) (10) (11) (12) (13).
It is.essentially a correction factor which has been found to
be of value in sharpening the discriminatory power of the
clinical variables measured by the test. It accentuates the
validity of the Hs, P4, Pt, Sc¢, and Ma scales,

The manual for the MMPI contalns tables glving the standard
scorelequivalents for raw scores on each of the nine scales.
Each table is accompanied by a description of its normative
group and special notes,

All of the scores are expressed as T scores, the general

normal sample having a mean of 50 and a S5.D. of 10.



Subjects:

The subj)ects for this study consisted of fifty-two families
’all with a Roman Catholic religlous background, Each family
had 2 mother and a father living and contained at least one son
and daughter over the age of 16 and unmarried. -All subjects
were resldents of a middle-class district in the city of
Vancouver, British Columbia, but nevertheless the sample includ-
ed both working and middle-class according to occupation..

‘The mean age of the group of offspring at time of testing
was 18 years, 3 months; the age range extending over 16 years,
5 months to 27'years, 4 months.. The mean age of the parents
was 53 years, 9 months with an age range of 40 to 64 years,

The sample employed in this study is considered to be
representative of the Catholic population in the district
with offspfing over the age of 16 and unmarried.

The total parish contains 400 families and out of these
there were 71 families who met the specifications of the
sample needed for the study. For various reasons 6 out of the
71 families were unable to serve as subjects and 7 of the
families had only one parent living. There were members of 6
families who had high scores on the validity, ?, or F scales
~and their records were discarded. This left the 52 families

who formed the basis for this study.



10..
Design:

The booklet form of the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory.was administered to the subjects according to the
directions in the manual, . Not all of the 52 families were
tested 2t one time, but all members of any one family were test-
ed together to prevent any comparison and discussion of answers,

Considerable effort was made to gain the confidence and
goodwill'of the subjects. They were given agsurance that the
results would be treated in the strictest of confidence so far
as they personally were concerned. The subject's identity was
withheld if he did not care to reveal his name., Information
was obtained on his age, sex, and occupation,

It is believed that in the vast majority of the cases the
responses to the questionnaire items were conscientlously given .
Over one-half of the subjects asked for an interpretation of
the test.

The answer sheets were all scored using the hand scoriﬁg
key. 'Scores were obtained for the Question score, the L score,
the F score, and K, as well as for the nine traits, The 'T'

~ gcores were then determined for all raw scores.
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CHAPTER IV,

THE DATA AND THEIR TREATMENT.

Statistical Procedure:

Product-moment correlations were calculated for father-
son, father-daughter, mother-son, mother-daughter, father-
mother and son-daughter pairs on each of the nine traits of the
MMPI. . These were examined for significance. (See Table 1),

The Pearson and Filon coefficlent between two r's having
one afray in common wés computed using the method gi&en by

Peters and Van Voorhis (29)., This formula

t, =, ~ fala(izE—i—rmtann, faz)
why 2 201~rp X1 -r2)

is used becasuse the éame array occurs as one factor in both the
r's, That 13, in the correlation between father-son and father-
daughtér, the common factor is the father, and in the mother-
son, mother-daughter correlation the common factor is the mother

and so on. This value,l,

Yiahs

was then employed in the formula for
the standard error of a difference between r's that regards the

correlation between the r's,

I _y =
N e

*> LR PY fa M3

If the correlation between the two r's having one array in

common is disregarded and the formula for the standard error
employed in the usual manner without the tail,\the reliability
of the difference is underestimated. ‘
Critical ratlos were computed for differences between
like-sexed parent-child corrélations and cross-sexed parent-
child correlations on all nine MMPI variasbles. These data are

contained in Tables II, III, IV and V. This material formed
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formed the basls for an evaluation of the hypothesis. y

Table VI presents the patterns of correlations within the
family on each MMPI varieble separately. Unfortunately at the
present time there 1is no satisfactory statistical technique
for pattern analysis. Clusters are difficult to separate by
any sharp criterion from other straggling clusters. Another
difficulty is the arbitrary level of mean intercorrelation by
which we 1limit admission of variables to & cluster. Sone
people consider that only those variables which correlate
together above + 0.8 belong to the same cluster, whereas others
would put it as low as +0.3. The element of subjective
judgement in combining variables as well as the failure of the
system to yleld exact predictive ecguations makes it arbitrary
and undependable.

Nevertheless the patterns of the correlations were tab-
ulaeted in the form of a matrix in the hope that some clusters

would be apparent,



Teble I,. Iatra-family product-moment correlations,

MMPIT
Variable
Hypochondriasis
Depression
Hysteria

Pgychopathlic-
" deviate

Masculinity-
femininity

Paranoia
Pdychasthenia
Schizophrenia

Hypomania

#+ Indicates correlation significant at the 1% level of

confidence;

« Indicates correlation significant at the 5% level of

confidence.

son

.38¥#

l.46**

.31

«33*

.67-:4-

49
. 29*
34
430

.22
41
.38
.26

.62 +n
43
.36‘1
.24

.49'I

Father- Mother- Son-
daughter daughter

L2

3T
‘38!‘&
357

.26

.431“0

s0n

.24
.36
.19
.18

.19

3T
.30%
.19

« 350%™

Mother- Father-
daughter mother

.18
.26
.12
.34 "
.28%
297
o253

.18
24

13.

Father-

21
.02
.11

.20

Ly

36T

.10
~-.13
-.02%*



Table II.
F-5
.r
12
Hs .38
D 46
Hy .31
Pd «33
NE .67
Pa | .49
Pt .29
Sc <S4
Ma A3

M-S
r

13

o 24
.36
.19

.18

<19
3T
.30
.19
.30

Diff.
-r
12

13

F-M

r
23
.21
.02
.11
.20
A4
.36

CoRo

0.87
0060

5 0.90

3o82
0.88

0.77
0.66

14,

Critical ratios for father-son and mother-son pairs.,

.20
.28

25

.001

.19

23
26



Table ITII.. Critical ratios for father-daughter and

Hs.

Hy

Pa

Mf.

Pa
Pt
Sc
Ma

M-D F--D

r

12

.22
.41

.26
.62

.36
.24
.49

daughter pairs,.

.r

13

.18
.26
.12
;34
.28
.29
.23
.18
.24

r

Diff.
- T
12

+.04
+.15
+.26
-.08
+434
+.14
+ 13

I+.O6

1%

.21
.02

.11

-36
.10

-.13

- .32

. 364
. 302
.059
—-.151
—.363

.169
176
173

.125
142
173
. 201

.195

mother-

0.24
0.85
1.50

2,72
0.98
0.75
0.30
1,28

AL

007

.004
17
.23
«39
11



. 16.
Table IV,.,. Critical ratios for father-son and father-daughter

pairs,
F-98 F-0D Diff, S -D . | C.R. D.
1z 'r13 Ery r13 r23 T r 7
12 13 r

Hs. .38 .18 +.20 42 389 Jl42 141 .08
D A6 .26 4+ .20 37 304 142 1.40 .09
Hy W31 .12 +.19 .38 3670 .148 1,28 11
PA .33 .3 _.01 | |
Mf .67 .28 +.39 .26 A71 137 2.84 ,003
Pa> .49 .29 4420 ‘.43.‘,H 368,131 . 1.53 .07
Pt .29 .23 +.06 W41 . 396 142 0,42 L34
S W34 .18 .16 .31 .283  .153 1.05 .15

Ma .43 .24 1- o19 039 ‘344 0140 1.36 009
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Table V. Critlcal ratios for mother-daughter and mother-son

pairs.
M-D M-S Diff,. F-M C.R. bp.
"o 13 1213 23 ro» Za
_ 12 13 r

Hs .22 .24 ~.02
D A1 36 +.05 .37 324 137 0.37 .36
Hy .38 .19 .19 38,363 L141 1,35 .09
PA .26 .18 .08 .35 .323  ,153  0.52 .31 |
ME .62 .19 +.43 .26 076 .149 2.88 .002
Pa W43 37 +.06 A3 358 L132 0.45 .33
Pt .36 .30 £.06 .41 391 J136  0.44 .33
Sc .24 .19 4.05 .31 .287 157 0.32 .38

Ma 49 « 50 +.19 « 59 « 324 «135 1.41 .08



Tsble VI, Patterns of correlations within the family for each

MMPT 'variable,

Hypochondriagis..
F.
S.
D,
Depression.
F.
S,
D.
Hysteria.
F.
S.
D.
F =2 Father
3= 56n
Mi= Mother

D'= Daughter

.38%*

46 %

.31*

.18

Le

.26

N Al

.12

. 38% ™

.21
24

.22

.11
.19
.38*’5

l8v.



Table VI. (con't)

Psychopathic Deviate.

Magculinlity-femininity Interest,

F.

D.

Paranoia.

Psychasthenia,

F.

S‘ D.
D3% S 34%
.35%
S. D.
.671'”' .28*
.26
S. D.
.}_‘_9$u .29;
43
5. D.
+20% .23
AL

.20
.18

.26

RS
.19

2%

M.

.36 *x
37"
437

I\'I.
«10
030’

36>

19.



Table VIy (con't.)

Schizophrenia,.

F.
D

D.

Hypomanla,

F.
5%

D,

34

JABE

.18
. 31*

o 24

1 39’*

20,.

e 13
019

M.
-.32%

. 30%*

JA9r=

«v IRdicates correlation significant at the 1% level of

confidence.

» Ifidicates correlation significant at the 5% level of

éonfidence.
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Table VII, Average correlations of nine MMPI scores for blood-

related pairs.*®

Variable. Mean r for Range for No..of sig. r's Father-
blood-related Dblood-related for blood- mother,
peirs, pairs. related pairs.
Masculinity-
femininity 404 .19 - .67 3 A4
Paranoila J402 . 29 - .49 5 .36
. Depression 372 26 - 46 4 02
Hypomania 370 24 - 49 4 ~.32
Pgychasthenia . 318 W23 - 41 4 .10
Psychopathic-
deviate . 292 18 - .35 4 .20
Hypochondriasis .288 18 - .42 2 .21
Hysteria 276 .12 - .38 3 .11
Schizophrenia 252 .18 - .34 2 -,13

% The mean r's given above are for blood-related pairs only,
viz: father—son, father-daughter, mother-son, mother-daughter,

and son-daughter,
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RESUME OF THE FINDINGS.

The intra-family correlatiqns on the nine MMPI traits are
presented in Table I.. The Wallace-Snedecor tables (9) indicated
that with 50 degreeé of‘freedom a correlation must Be 273 or
above to be significant at the 5% level, and .354 or above to be
gignificant at the l%-level. Of the 54 correlations calaulated
%3 are significant including 21 at the 1% level.

Of interest here are the father-son correlations of which
5 of the 9 are,significaﬁt at the 1% level,ithe'remaining four
being significant at the 5% level,. Of the mother-daughter
correlations, six are significant at the 1% level, the remain-
ing three not being significant. From thls it would appear
that the father-son relationship ié more pronounced than the
mother-daughter relationship, .

Both the father-son and mother-daughter correlations on
the Mf scale were comparatively high, being .67 and .62 res-
pectively. Thus on ithis one scale there appears to be,a‘dem-
ongtrated reiationship between parents and their like-sexed
children.

The correlations between mother-son and father-daughtér
are all low. Two of the mother-son correlations are signific-
ant at the 1% level and two at the 5%. Of the father-daughter
correlations three are significant at the 5% level and none
at the 1% level, From this it would appear that sons tend to
resemble their mothers slightly more than for daughters to res-
emble their fathers.

Table II, III, IV and V present the detalls of the compar-

ison of-like-gexed parent-child correlations with cross-sexed
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parent-child correlations on the nine MMPI variables.,

The probability of each Critical Ratlo is given according
to the "one-tail hypothesis" that like-sexed\parent—child corr-
elations are greater than cfoss-sexed parent-child correlations.

On examining Table II we find that the critical ratio of
the difference between father-son and moﬁher—sdn palirs on the
.Mf scale is significant at the .001 level of confidence. The
remaining 8 variables are not significant statistically, all
falling below the required level as wkll be seen by the pro-
bability column headed "p",

Table III presents§tﬁe Critical Ratios between fathsr-
daughﬁer.and'ﬁother—daughter pairs. The results are similar
to those in Table II. The critical ratios are all low and not
statistically significaht with the exception of the MT var-
lable which is significant at the .004 level of confidence,

Tables IV and V present the critical ratios for father-
son,'father—daughter pairs, and mother-son, mother-daughter
pairs respectively, The results here remain substantially
unchanged from those in Tables II and III, There is a signif-
icant difference between like-sexed and crosé-sexed parent-~ .
child pairs on the Mf scale, with the remaining 8 variables
showing no significant differences.

It is evident from Tables II, III, IV and V that the four
parent-child relationships do not vary greatly. The only con-
sistent trend is on the Mf scale. On this variable sons tend
to resemble their fathers and daughters to resemble their
mothers, This would normally be expected as masculinity-femin-

inity of interest patterm 4s a significant issue for males and

L4
2
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females, .

Table VI presents the patterns of correlations within the
familj on thé nine MMPI variables., It can be sald at once ﬁhat
there does not appear to be any conﬁiétent intra-family pattern
according to these data. No pattern occuﬂ?d frequently enough
to permit analysis. There is some similarity between the
matrices for Hypochondriasis, Depression, Hysteria and Psych-
asthenla, but'since this is very slight and in the absence of
any overall consistency it would be unwise to draw any conclus-
lons. .

Table VII presents the averages of the intra-family corr-
elations on the nine MMPI variables. Here we are viewing ﬁhe
total pattern of thé MMPi profile instéad of considering the
scales seﬁarately. This.gives a more satisfactory plcture of
the entire distribution of the correlations between the var-
lous combinations of blood-related pairs. It also allows us
to order the traits for the degree of 1ntra;family similarity
they show.

The averaging of r's is a Bubious and often an incorrect
procedure. But since the r's for blood-related pairs do not
differ greatly in size and the signs are all positive, the dis-
tortioh probably is not exceedingly large.

This summsry is given to obtaln a generalized picture of the
felationship on a high global level. This "average correlation"
should be viewed only as suggestive,

It will be noted that the average correlations are generally
of a very low order, ranging from .252 to .404. It is evident

that the relationship found is small, though almost certainly
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it does exist. Most intra-family resemblance is found on the
Mf trait, with the least resemblance on the Schizophrenia trait.
The relationships appear smaller thén.those generally found
between families for mental and physical traits and\various

gocial attitudes,
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CHAPTER V.

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS.

 From.the resume of the findings, 1t appears that relation57“
ships-on personality resemblance within the family are positive
but low, usually considerably lbwer than the parent-child corr-
elation of about .50 which 1s frequently cited for intelligence,
physical traits and social attitudes:..

The intra-family cérrelations in Table I on the whole are
quiteilow, although the correlations between the various parent-
child groups are all positive,

It would seem that the relatiénship between parents and
their'children is not a specific one, but rather general in nat-
ure.,

It is observed that the highest correlations are between.
father dnd son, and the second highest between mother and
daughter, . The greater similarity of father and son is perhaps.
due to the cultural factor that in ouf soclety a small boy is
usually exhorted to pattern his acts, attitudes and perspect-
ives after.those of his father, The same 1s true for girls
towards their mothers but to a lesser degree,

Another explanation might be that girls instead of emul-
a¥ing their ﬁothers, attempt a sort of compensation by_feact-
ing in oppsition to their mothers., If so, negative correlations
would be expected between mothers and their daughters. However,
this is not the case., All correlations of mothers and daughters
on the 9 scales, although gpall, were positive. Apparently the
opnosing tendencies are not between particular mothers and their
daughters, but;?etween the group tendencies of adult and adol-

egcent femaleg,.
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The correlations between Tather and mother tend to be low

and sémetimes negative, These correlations are influenced by
factors other than intra-family relationships, such a2s the fact-
org which make for selection of marriage partners,.

Gjerde (8) presents product-moment correlstions for parents
and their children using the nine écales on the MMPI., His res-
ults are similar to the results on this study but the intra-
family correlations are somewhat lower. This may be due to a
factor already pointed out in the relatéd'studies, that the age
range of the children in the GJjerde sample was 12 to 16 years,.
Maﬁy gquestions on the MMPI are not designed for subjsects aged
12 to 14 years. The genefal_normal group for the standardizat-
fon of the MMPI had a minimum age of 16 years..

Another péssibility is that correlations on the present
study are higher because the parents and their children may have
similar personality tendenclies because of cultural influences.,
It was pointed out.in Chapter III that the subjects were members
6f a highly select group with reépect to religious background.

Tables II,_IIi, IV and V present the data relative to the
‘hypothesls that the dégree of relationship between like-sexed
parent-child is significantly higher than that between cross-‘
sexed parent-child., From the tables we see that only on the Mf

trait was a significant difference found. The critical ratios

on the remeining 8 variables are low and not statistically
significant. There‘was no demonstrated relationship on the
"neurotic triaa". (Hypochondriasis, Depression and Hysteria).
However one would not expect a correlation between parents and

their children on the Hs scale, since age shows a positive
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correlation with hypochondriasis.

The psydhiatrib syndromes in the MMPI are enormously com-
plex énd overlap to such an extent that a discussionvof indiv-
idual scales is not possible.

It must be pointed out‘that the high significant differences
on-thé Mf variable between like-sexed and cross-sexed parent-
child pairs may be a chance difference rather than a real diff-

erence due to the scoring on this variable., Femalés obtain a

Lower T score, and males obtaln a high T score by having a high
raw score. '

However, since the différence between like~sexed and cross-
sexed.pairs is very sgignificant it may be that on the Mf scale
sons do tend to resemble their fathers and girls to resemble
their mothers, Gjerde (8) fodﬁd a higher correlation between
father-son and mother—déuéhter pairs on this same variable,
Further evidence was obtained by Smith (32A) in a study of
ﬁasculinity—femininity traits of aégfoup.of sorority girls, He
found a tendency for the more decldedly feminine girls to have
more feminine motheré and more masculine fathers, though corr-
elaticons were of‘a low order; (from .24 to .33)

Judging from Tables II, III, IV and V one can only say that
the relationship is not high enouch to [ ive eny confidence in
attempting to predict for individual cases, It seems practic-
ally certain, however, that a positive relation existed between
the children studied here and their parents as far as their per-
sonality trailts on the MMPI were concerned, That this relation-
ship was not a large one has been mentioned several times,

Very little has been said in this discussion about any
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single MMPI variable, The inventory was used to get an over- 9

all view of personality.regardless of what the scales are meas-
uring in Qrder that the hypothesis could be examined. It is.
well known that the scales cannot be used for clinical diag-
nosis as they are of doubtfui validity, although the tegt as a
whole is considered to be one of the better paper and pencil
measﬁres of overall personallity. We can with profit examine
the Mf scale a little more élosely, as it showed the highest
Intra-family correlations aﬁd was the only single scale to show
significant positive differences between like-gexed and cross-
sexed parental-gibs,

The Mf scale is usually called the Masculinity-femininity
scale as though 1t measured masculinity in the clinical sense.
But. in the MMPI manual, it is called the Interest scale and is
said to measure the tendency towards masculinity or femininity
of interest pattern. The writer knows of no study which has
convineingly shown that male homosexuals obtain'higher scores
than normal males,

If the scale did measure masculinity-femininity in the
clinical sense, the .44 mother-father correlation would be most
| surprising. ~ But this is not so 1f we regard it as a measure of
interest, as we would expect husbands and wives to have similar
interests, The significant difference between like-sexed and
cross-gexed parental-gibs is also consistent with this interpre-
tation.

The lack of statistical significance og the difference

between llke-gsexed and cross-sexed parent-child pairs requires

gsome discussion., It may now be asked which factors would
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contribute in lowering the resemblance between parents and their
like-gexed children. One factor is the increaséd physical sep-
aration of parent and child as the child grows older with a
shift of the educational responsibility from the home to the
school, and a further shift of socilal ﬁraining to gangs, clubs
and other outside organizations.

Factors such as intelligence, the number of siblings in
the hémé, maladjusted siblings, the size of the family, ordinal
position, intra-sibling and parental-sibling relationships, and
peer-group relationships, all influence personality development.
Iﬁ is recognized that these variables are by no means uncorrel-
ated and may interfere with, or cut across, this tendency to-
ward intra-family similarity.

The problem of the family is vast insscope, and it can be
studied in many ways. But the esséntial'indefiniteness of the
guantities to be measured make the study of family life and per-
sonality development difficult. Encouraging as is the devel-
opment of increasingly accurate quantitetive studies of family
life, the complexities of the phenomena studied necessarily
imply that statistical technigues are limited when applied to
forces or processes of interaction which are frequently essent-
ially qualitative., From the outset one 1is conscious of the intri-
cacies of famlly life, some of which defy analysis, some of which
when ahalysed or isolated, cease to have the same significante
as single threads, as they had when interwoven in family patterns.

Many personality characteristics which can be detected by
observation and ratings cannot be appraised adecuately with
the present tests available, although they show a dsgree of

intra-family resemblance., Also, many aspects of personality
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in which children resemble thelr parents are not suitable for
adaptation to tests.

However, the results indicate that it is clearly desirable
that further research be carried ocut on the problem of the
family sinoé no individual exists 'in vacuo', for he is a member
of sociegy, and the family influenées socieﬁy through the ind-

ividual in so far as it influences his whole attitude to 1life..
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CHAPTER VI...

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS.

The purpose of this experiment was to test experimentally
the'dégree of relationship between parents and thelr unmarried
children over the age of 16 in respect to the nine personality
traits on the MMPI., The intent has not been to establish
causal relations beyoﬁd thoge which can be hypothesized from the
relationships as they are discovered to exist.

It was hypothesized that the degree of relationship between
like-éexed perent-child is significantly higher then that
between cross;sexed parent-child.

In' order to test the hypothesis the MMPTI was adminitered
to 52'families all with a Roman Catholic religious background .
All responses were scored according to the manual of directions
and subjected to statiétical analysis in order that differences
might be demonstrated.

The results of the experiment only partially support the
'hypothesis, the main findings being as follows:
l.>Significant correlations do exist between members of the

family. The cbrrelations on the whole, although posit-
ive, are émall, suggesting either that the factors
studied were only slightly related, or thst measure-
ment methods were relatively unreliable. |
2. A significant difference between like-sexed and cross-
gexed parent-child pairs was found on the Mf scale,.
The remaining 8 variables showed no significant diff-
erences. There is a possible relationship, though the

relationship is so small as to be merely suggestive,
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3.. The girls and parents secemed less in agreement than

did the boys and their parents,

It was recognized that many variables were operating to
reduce the similarity between parents and their children.
Therefore, although it was possible by the application of stat-
istical techniques to consider the resemblances between father-
son and mother-daughter, other factors such as educational
influence, social clubs, pesrs, size of family, number and ord-
inal position of siblings cut across the femily pattern and
obscure the picture. Keeping these factors in mind it is real-
ized that oflall the influence on the development of children's
personalities, those exercised by the parents are of paramounﬁ
importance.

It must be rembmbered that measuring techniques in the
areas of personality are less reliable than those in areas of
intelligence and physical traits, and that improved measuring
devices, when employed in future parent-child studies may reveal
more significant relationships.

| It'wouid be incorrect to generalize from this population to
people generally., Conclusions are restricted to the Catholic

population,
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CHAPTER VII..

FURTHER SUGGESTED STUDIES.

The conclusions of the present study, although they must
be considered as tentative, indicate a strong enough positive
trend to warrant further research being done on the problem of
parent-child similarities.

It is suggested, therefore, that the experiment be repeat-
ed using a Protestant population and a larger number of subjects.
This experimentvmighf also be repeated using a projective test
instead of an objective one.

An extension of the present study into a longltudinal one
would also give further ﬁnowledge relatéd to parent-child
resemblances, particularly in terms of theilr course of develop-
ment., Thus, 1t would be possible to determine whether children
tend to‘increase or decrease in resemblance to their parents as
they mature,

This might also be extended to the relative relationship
between parents and true and foster children which would con-
ceavably add to the total picture.

It 18 further suggested that a study be done using familles
which are not intact, where either parent 1s missing, to ascert-
ain the degree of resemblance between the children and the
existing parent,

Another interesting study would be the comparison of the
personality proflles of only children and their narents,

A more ambitious studylcould be carried out comparing frat-
ernal and identical twins with thelr parents with a view to

finding out the relative contribution of environment and heredity.
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