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THE INTELLECTUAL ORIGINS 

OF 

NATIONAL SOCIALISM. 

I . 

INTRODUCTION: D e f i n i t i o n of Aim and Method. 

I t i s not merely a p l a t i t u d e t o say t h a t deeds, 

not words, a r e -the proper f a c t o r s of h i s t o r y ; i t i s a l s o a 

h a l f - t r u t h , f o r words convey i d e a s and ideas i n s p i r e deeds 

and g i v e them both meaning and d i r e c t i o n . I t i s f a i r l y 

obvious t h a t events of s u c h c o m p l e x i t y and world-wide s i g ­

n i f i c a n c e as r e v o l u t i o n s cannot he e x p l a i n e d by any s i n g l e 

cause, he i t the ideas of any one man or the occurrence of 

any s i n g l e event. I n t h i s r e s p e c t N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s 

no e x c e p t i o n . I t would he an absurd o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n to 

make e i t h e r A d o l f H i t l e r or the V e r s a i l l e s T r e a t y or t h e 

subsequent economic c o l l a p s e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the German 

R e v o l u t i o n . A l l these f a c t o r s d i d , of course", c o n t r i b u t e 

t o i t s development, but N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m b o t h as r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y movement and r e v o l u t i o n a r y i d e o l o g y can o n l y be 

understood i n the l i g h t of t h e h i s t o r i c a l development of 

German l i f e and thought. A c l o s e r e x a m i n a t i o n of t h e 

o r i g i n of the r e v o l u t i o n w i l l show t h a t i t i s the c u l m i n a ­

t i o n of a process t h a t has i t s r o o t s deep i n the s o c i a l 

s i t u a t i o n of Germany i n t h e l a s t c e n t u r y . The p o l i t i c a l 



economic events "between the two Great Wars were merely 

p r o g r e s s i v e stages w i t h i n t h a t p r o c e s s . Many o t h e r f o r c e s 

of a c u l t u r a l and s o c i o - p s y c h o l o g i c a l n a t u r e , p l a y e d an 

important p a r t . 

I t i s not w i t h i n t h e scope of t h i s work to examine 

the m u l t i f a r i o u s h i s t o r i c a l f o r c e s , b o t h p o l i t i c a l and 

economic, t h a t have made N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m p o s s i b l e . 

T h e i r e s s e n t i a l importance can n e i t h e r be d e n i e d nor 

s c a r c e l y o v e r r a t e d , wherefore o c c a s i o n a l r e f e r e n c e to them 

w i l l be n e c e ssary i n o r d e r t o show the i n f l u e n c e of ideas 

on subsequent events. The r e s t r i c t e d aim of t h i s s tudy i s 

to d i s c o v e r and a n a l y s e the i d e o l o g i c a l o r i g i n s of the 

N a z i g o s p e l - the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l t h i n k e r s who have 

made some c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the new "Weltanschauung". 

I t i s not f o r the moment suggested, however, t h a t 

a s i m i l a r i t y or even i d e n t i t y of i d e a s i p s o f a c t o i m p l i e s 

t h a t N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y i s d i r e c t l y d e r i v e d from 

an e a r l i e r one. Analogy i s not genealogy. Even where a 

d i r e c t a f f i n i t y seems c e r t a i n , i t would be r a s h t o assume 

t h a t p o l i t i c a l i d e a s are the d e c i s i v e h i s t o r i c a l f a c t o r s . 

A l l p o l i t i c a l i d e o l o g y i s perhaps o n l y a s u p e r f i c i a l 

phenomenon of deeper s o c i a l f o r c e s t h a t seek e x p r e s s i o n i n 

the e m o t i o n a l as w e l l as i n t h e i n t e l l e c t u a l sphere. 'From 

t h i s p o i n t of view N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m might be s t u d i e d i n 

the l i g h t of s o c i a l psychology or even p a t h o l o g y r a t h e r 

than p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y , e s p e c i a l l y i f i t i s assumed 



t h a t N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s "based not on c o n s i s t e n t p o l i t i ­

c a l t h e o r y "but on the i r r a t i o n a l f a c t o r s of f a i t h , f a n a t i ­

cism and f o r c e . However i n t e r e s t i n g and i n s t r u c t i v e such 

an a n a l y s i s might be, i t has no p l a c e i n t h i s work, which 

p u r p o r t s t o d e a l o n l y w i t h the e t i o l o g i c a l aspect of 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y and i t s p h i l o s o p h i c i m p l i c a ­

t i o n s . 

In a s t u d y of t h i s k i n d s e v e r a l p e c u l i a r d i f f i c u l ­

t i e s p r e s e n t themselves, d i f f i c u l t i e s which l i e f o r the 

most p a r t i n the v e r y n a t u r e of the i d e o l o g y . N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s m has no c u t - a n d - d r i e d t h e o r y , no c l e a r l y d e f i n e d 

p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y as we f i n d f o r example i n Marxism or 

L e n i n i s m . As i t s v e r y name, " N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t German 

Workers' P a r t y " . i n d i c a t e s , i t i s f u n d a m e n t a l l y a h y b r i d , 

e c l e c t i c p h i l o s o p h y , d e r i v i n g i t s i d e a s from a g r e a t 

v a r i e t y of sources and a p p e a l i n g %o a l a r g e t h e a t r e of 

i n t e r e s t s . As a consequence, N a t i o n a l i s m S o c i a l i s m t o o , 

u n l i k e Marxism, has no s i n g l e o u t s t a n d i n g p h i l o s o p h e r who 

c o u l d be c l a i m e d as t h e ' f a t h e r ' of the movement. At b e s t 

i t may be s a i d t o have s e v e r a l s p i r i t u a l g o d f a t h e r s , 

prophets and i n t e l l e c t u a l f o r e r u n n e r s who have made some 

c o n t r i b u t i o n t o the "Weltanschauung". 

A second, and by no means t r i v i a l d i f f i c u l t y , l i e s 

i n the a p p r a i s a l of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m as a p o l i t i c a l 

p h i l o s o p h y . I t seems t o have no c o n s i s t e n t t h e o r y of 

s o c i e t y f o r , as Neumann s i g n i f i c a n t l y remarks, " I t con-



t a i n s elements of every c o n c e i v a b l e p h i l o s o p h y , - of 

i d e a l i s m , p o s i t i v i s m , pragmatism, v i t a l i s m , u n i v e r s a l i s m , 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l i s m . " ( 1 ) 

A t h i r d d i f f i c u l t y c o n f r o n t i n g the student i s de­

r i v e d from the dynamic, r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a r a c t e r of the 

N a z i p h i l o s o p h y . N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , both as d o c t r i n e 

and as p o l i t i c a l movement, has undergone a continuous 

development and. c o n s t a n t change owing t o t h e need of r e ­

peated a d a p t a t i o n to newly emerging s i t u a t i o n s . Conse­

q u e n t l y i t s "Weltanschauung" i s o f t e n vague and f u l l of 

a ntinomies and u n r e s o l v e d c o n t r a d i c t i o n s . I t s aims, more­

over, a r e f r e q u e n t l y a m b i v a l e n t , g i v i n g r i s e t o the modi­

f i c a t i o n of o l d b e l i e f s and t h e a b s o r p t i o n of new ones. 

The d i s c r e p a n c y t h e r e f o r e between i d e a l s and r e a l aims 

must be c o n s t a n t l y kept i n mind. Moreover, i t cannot be 

too s t r o n g l y emphasized t h a t t h e r e e x i s t s a profound 

dichotomy between the e s o t e r i c d o c t r i n e of the e l i t e and 

the romantic "Weltanschauung" f o r t h e masses.- A l l i d e o l ­

ogy, i t must be remembered, i s f o r t h e N a z i e l i t e o n l y a 

p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n t , t h e means t o an end. The q u e s t i o n 

of the t r u t h ox f a l s i t y of i d e o l o g y no l o n g e r has any 

meaning f o r the r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s of N i h i l i s m . Both t r u t h 

and f a l s e h o o d a r e merely p o l i t i c a l weapons to ensure the 

v i c t o r y of t h e r e v o l u t i o n . 

(1) Neumann, F., Behemoth, p.462 



In view of the f a c t t h a t the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t 

"Weltanschauung" i s so p e c u l i a r l y German, so d e e p l y em­

bedded i n German thought and f e e l i n g , I have c o n s i d e r e d 

i t n e c e s s ary to p r e s e n t a s y n o p t i c view of t h e i n t e l l e c ­

t u a l , " g e i s t e s g e s c h i c h t l i c h e " "background, t o g e t h e r w i t h a 

resume of the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t p h i l o s o p h y , "before a t ­

tempting to a n a l y s e i n d e t a i l the n a t i o n a l i s t i c and the 

s o c i a l i s t i c a s p e c t s and t o d i s c o v e r t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e i d e o ­

l o g i c a l o r i g i n s . I n the t h r e e l a s t c h a pters I have attemp­

te d to d e a l w i t h t h e n a t u r e and e t i o l o g y of t h r e e funda­

mental c o n c e p t i o n s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , - namely the 

p r i n c i p l e of l e a d e r s h i p , t h e d o c t r i n e of t h e e l i t e and the 

nature and aims of t h e a u t h o r i t a r i a n s t a t e . 



"The Germans, t h i s n a t i o n of 
un c o n d i t i o n e d f e e l i n g , a r e un­
doub t e d l y i d e a l i s t s . " 

N i e t z s c h e . 

Chapter I I . 

BACKGROUNDS AND ANTECEDENTS 
OE NATIONAL SOCIALISM. 

One of t h e most s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e s i n the h i s t o r y 

of German thought i s i t s l o n g deep-rooted a n t i p a t h y t o 

r a t i o n a l i s m and i t s c o u n t e r p a r t m a t e r i a l i s m . German p h i l ­

osophy i s a p h i l o s o p h y of i d e a l i s m par e x c e l l e n c e . I n a 

deep sense the German i s an i n c u r a b l e r o m a n t i c i s t , an 

e t e r n a l i d e a l i s t . Erom L u t h e r , who s l a n d e r e d Reason as a 

h a r l o t down t o N i e t z s c h e , the N i h i l i s t of Reason, and to 

H i t l e r , the mystagogue of f a n a t i c i s m , the p r o v e r b i a l " l a n d 

of poets and t h i n k e r s " has been s t r a n g e l y haunted by the 

i r r a t i o n a l daemons of f e e l i n g , i n s t i n c t and w i l l . I t was 

Rousseau, the f a t h e r of Romantic S o c i a l i s m , not V o l t a i r e , 

the f a t h e r of F r e n c h r a t i o n a l i s m , t h a t e x e r t e d a p o w e r f u l 

i n f l u e n c e on Goethe i n h i s attempt t o c r e a t e a s y n t h e s i s 

between the two ways of l i f e , the C l a s s i c a l and t h e Roman­

t i c , between t h e f o r c e s of reason and i n s t i n c t . 

I n the e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y the Romantic move­

ment was on i t s p o l i t i c a l s i d e a r e v o l t a g a i n s t the French 

i d e a l s of N a t i o n and Reason which grew out of the " A u f k l a -

rung" and t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n . T h i s r e a c t i o n a r y Romantic 

f e e l i n g i n p o l i t i c s as w e l l as i n p o e t r y was d e s t i n e d t o 



exert a profound i n f l u e n c e on German thought d u r i n g the 

next c e n t u r y . I t s predominant accent on i n s t i n c t and f e e l ­

i n g i n e v i t a b l y brought i t i n t o i n t i m a t e a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 

r a c i a l n a t i o n a l i s m as i n the case of the S c h l e g e l s , Bren-

tano, F i c h t e and Wagner. 

Only i n the b e g i n n i n g of the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y and 

owing c h i e f l y to the r i s e of n a t u r a l i s m and i m p r e s s i o n i s m 

was the Romantic movement f orced out of the p i c t u r e . But 

only t e m p o r a r i l y . A f t e r the World War i t emerged as a 

p o w e r f u l r a d i c a l r e v o l t a g a i n s t an e x i s t i n g m o r a l order 

t h a t had made the s h a l l o w m a t e r i a l i s m of the p h i l i s t i n e 

masses and i t s " K u l t ur-b o l s ch ew ismus" a r e a l i t y . T h is 

r a d i c a l neo-romantic movement became t o a l a r g e extent the 

s t i m u l u s and i n s p i r a t i o n of a post-war youth t h a t r e j e c t e d 

modernism w i t h a l l i t s weaknesses and found new hope i n a 

new o r d e r based on " b l o o d and s o i l - " . A l o s t g e n e r a t i o n was 

s e e k i n g a brave new w o r l d , b e a u t i f u l , n o b l e , and h e r o i c . 

The road t o the new l i f e was i n s t i n c t not r e a s o n . I t s 

b a t t l e - c r y "Dionysos a g a i n s t A p o l l o J" I t s weapon was " w i l l 

to power" not " w i l l t o e x i s t e n c e " . 

T h i s growing s p i r i t of romantic r e v o l t a g a i n s t Wes­

t e r n v a l u e s , i n p a r t i c u l a r a g a i n s t the r a t i o n a l i s m and 

c r a s s m a t e r i a l i s m of t h e e r a , was f u r t h e r s t r e n g t h e n e d by 

the contemporary p o l i t i c a l and economic c r i s e s t h a t preven­

ted the German s p i r i t from f i n d i n g i t s way back t o a secure 

and normal order of l i f e . On the p o l i t i c a l scene the Re-
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p u b l i c of Weimar, the "nightwatchman»s s t a t e " w i t h i t s i n ­

e f f i c i e n t p l u r a l i s t i c s t r u c t u r e , i t s p o l i c y of compromise 

and p o l i t i c a l "Kuhhandel" ( h o r s e - t r a d i n g ) , was the o b j e c t 

of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and contempt of r e a l i s t and romantic 

y o u t h a l i k e . ( 1 ) I t s extreme l i b e r a l i s m of o p i n i o n and 

t o l e r a n c e of s u b v e r s i v e a c t i v i t i e s f o s t e r e d t h e most ex­

treme r a d i c a l i s m i n the c u l t u r a l as i n the p o l i t i c a l l i f e 

of the n a t i o n . The youth, c o n d i t i o n e d t o war, found them­

s e l v e s uprooted and d i s i l l u s i o n e d i n the w o r l d of peace. 

The middle c l a s s e s , h a v i n g s u f f e r e d a m o r a l and m a t e r i a l 

s e t - b a c k , r e v o l t e d a g a i n s t p o l i t i c a l democracy and i t s 

c o u n t e r p a r t economic l i b e r a l i s m . N a t i o n a l i s t s , S o c i a l i s t s , 

Democrats and Communists, a l l s t r i v i n g to s o l v e the s o c i a l 

problem, had not o n l y r e v o l u t i o n i z e d p o l i t i c a l thought but 

c r e a t e d a wide-spread r e v o l u t i o n a r y s p i r i t . 

I t was i n t h i s German j u n g l e of r o m a n t i c i s m , r a d i ­

c a l i s m and i r r a t i o n a l i s m t h a t N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m tooKform, 

f l o u r i s h e d and grew to a mighty r e v o l u t i o n a g a i n s t the West 

to become a stupendous c h a l l e n g e to. the w o r l d . T r u l y Wes­

t e r n c i v i l i z a t i o n had i n Germany come to t h e c r o s s r o a d of a 

momentous c r i s i s , a c r i s i s w h i c h i m p l i e d the c h o i c e between 

the t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r a l v a l u e s based on the Greek i d e a l of 

i n t e l l e c t u a l a r i s t o c r a c y and the d e m o c r a t i c i d e a l of human 

(1) c f . Greenwood, the German R e v o l u t i o n , c h a p . I I I , 
a l s o Neumann, S., Permanent R e v o l u t i o n , pp.23-27 



l i b e r t y on the one hand and t h e a n t i - r a t i o n a l i s t , a n t i -

humanist i d e a l s of b l o o d and s o i l , work and war on the 

o t h e r . I t was none ot h e r than H i t l e r who p r o c l a i m e d both 

i n "Mein Kampf" and i n a speech on the eve of World War I I 

t h a t t h i s was nothing l e s s than a d e c i s i v e " c o n f l i c t be­

tween two opposing worlds'!; (1) a n o - q u a r t e r , no-compromise 

b a t t l e t o the death of one or the o t h e r . 

(1) My New Order (ed. by Haoul de Rous ay de S t i l e s : N.Y. 
1941) p.874 



"The Germans are a dangerous 
people: they are experts a t 
i n v e n t i n g i n t o x i c a n t s . " 

N i e t z s c h e 
Peoples and C o u n t r i e s , £ 7 

Chapter I I I . 

THE PHILOSOPHY .CEP NATIONAL SOCIALISM. 

A d o l f H i t l e r i s not the s p i r i t u a l f a t h e r of N a t i o n 

a l S o c i a l i s m , "but merely i t s master demagogue, i t s c h i e f 

p r o p a g a n d i s t and perhaps i t s h i g h e s t p e r s o n i f i c a t i o n . H i s 

"Mein Kampf" does not p l a y t h e r o l e f o r N a z i i d e o l o g y t h a t 

Marx's "Das K a p i t a l " p l a y e d f o r S o c i a l i s m , nor i s i t l i k e 

Marx's c l a s s i c a l work,a l o g i c a l system of thought, hut 

r a t h e r a p o l i t i c i a n ' s p l a t f o r m of aims and o b j e c t i v e s , 

l a r g e l y a u t o b i o g r a p h i c a l and p r o p a g a n d i s t . I t p u r p o r t s to 

be the B i b l e of the new r a c i a l "Weltanschauung", f o r 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , a c c o r d i n g to i t s F u h r e r , c l a i m s t o be 

more t h a n a p o l i t i c a l movement: " I t i s even more than a 

r e l i g i o n : i t i s t h e w i l l t o c r e a t e mankind anew."(1) Conse 

q u e n t l y i t has, s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , no t h e o r y of s o c i e t y as 

we understand i t . I t i s not j u s t a p a r t y program, not 

merely a p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y , i t i s a g o s p e l , an apocalyp 

t i c v i s i o n of the r e b i r t h of s o c i e t y on the h i o - p o l i t i c a l 

f o u n d a t i o n s of r a c e , l e a d e r s h i p and e l i t e . What H i t l e r 

attempted, and t h i s i s p r o b a b l y h i s o r i g i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n , 

(1) Rauschning, H., " H i t l e r Speaks" (London, 1939) p.243 



was to combine the p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l , the c u l t u r a l and 

moral elements i n t o a s i n g l e dominant c o n c e p t i o n of a v a s t 

w o r l d change, i n t o a t o t a l i t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n a r y i d e o l o g y 

a g a i n s t the Western w o r l d . 

A l t h o u g h N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m r e t a i n s c e r t a i n funda­

mental u n a l t e r a b l e t e n e t s , which a r e d o g m a t i c a l l y f i x e d i n 

the t w e n t y - f i v e A r t i c l e s of the Nazi Greed, i t s i d e o l o g y 

owing t o the r e v o l u t i o n a r y c h a r a c t e r of the movement i s 

" f l u i d , a d j u s t a b l e t o a s e r i e s of ever changing goals'!. (1) 

I t s d o c t r i n e i s not a p a r t of' the r e a l motive f o r c e of the 

r e v o l u t i o n . I t s purpose i s r a t h e r to s e r v e as a p o l i t i c a l 

i nstrument f o r the c o n t r o l of the masses. Rauschning 

r i g h t l y points, out t h a t the N a z i e l i t e , t h e l e a d e r s , " s t a n d 

above the d o c t r i n e . N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m does not base i t s 

p o l i c y on a d o c t r i n e , but pursues i t w i t h the a i d of a 

p h i l o s o p h y . " ( 2 ) f 

Furthermore, N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y , c o n s t i t u t ­

i n g as i t does, the i d e o l o g i c a l b a s i s f o r t h e c o u n t e r ­

r e v o l u t i o n a g a i n s t M a r x i a n S o c i a l i s m and l i b e r a l democracy, 

bears an e s s e n t i a l l y n e g a t i v i s t even n i h i l i s t c h a r a c t e r . 

P h i l o s o p h i c a l l y speaking i t i s c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i t s b e w i l ­

dered f l i g h t from reason. U n l i k e the F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n 

w i t h t h e goddess of Reason as i t s symbol i n the sk y , the 

(1) Neumann, F.L., Behemoth, (N.Y. Oxford Univ. 1942) p.39 
(2) Rauschning, R e v o l u t i o n of N i h i l i s m , (London,1939) p.19 



German R e v o l u t i o n i s p e c u l i a r l y i r r a t i o n a l i s t i c or v o l u n -

t a r i s t i c . I t s symbol i s the w h i r l i n g s w a s t i k a , the r e v o l u ­

t i o n of n i h i l i s m on the background of i n t e n s e n a t i o n a l i s m . 

Ever s i n c e L u t h e r ' s famous dictum, " S t a t pro r a t i o n e v o l u n ­

t a s " German thought has been moving away from P l a t o ' s p r i ­

macy of the i n t e l l e c t t o the acceptance of t h e s u p e r i o r i t y 

of w i l l and i n s t i n c t • ( 1 ) In modern p h i l o s o p h y Schopen­

hauer's metaphysics i n a u g u r a t e d t h e v o l u n t a r i s t i c , i r r a ­

t i o n a l t r e n d w h i c h was to dominate European thought f o r the 

next c e n t u r y . N i e t z s c h e and V a i h i n g e r emphasized the v a l u e 

of the " w i l l t o power" and of " u n t r u t h " as n e c e ssary con­

d i t i o n s of l i f e . S o r e l f i n a l l y i n t e r p r e t e d B e r g s o n i a n i n ­

t u i t i o n i n terms of a f a c u l t y of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . F a i t h 

and f a n a t i c i s m , " t h i n k i n g w i t h one's blo o d " became the 

f a s h i o n among F a s c i p s t i d e o l o g i s t s . T r u t h was r e l a t i v i z e d 

t o r a c i a l and n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t s , • ' b l i n d acceptance of 

"myths" was p r e f e r r e d t o the v a l u e of open d i s c u s s i o n and 

s c i e n t i f i c o b j e c t i v i t y . The u n i v e r s a l v a l u e s - of C h r i s t i a n ­

i t y were t r a n s v a l u a t e d i n t o the a u t o c r a t i c v a l u e s of r a c e , 

w i l l , i n s t i n c t and f o r c e . "Der W i l l e i s t A l l e s " became 

the f a v o u r i t e N a z i p a r o l e . "The w i l l t o power," s a i d H i t ­

l e r , " i s f o r us l i t e r a l l y the whole meaning of l i f e . " ( 2 ) 

T h is overemphasis of the i r r a t i o n a l f a c t o r s i n l i f e 

(1) c f . McGovera, W.M. From L u t h e r t o H i t l e r (Boston, 
M i f f l i n , 1941) 

(2) Rauschning, H i t l e r Speaks, p.272 



l e d d i r e c t l y to the s e p a r a t i o n of s c i e n t i f i c thought from 

e t h i c a l conduct and l o g i c a l l y t o t h e d i v o r c e of p o l i t i c s 

from m o r a l i t y . In t h i s r e s p e c t N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s sim­

p l y a modern a p p l i c a t i o n of M a c h i a v e l l i a n i s m on a t o t a l i ­

t a r i a n "basis. I t s fundamental n i h i l i s m i s nowhere more 

evident t h a n i n i t s r e l a t i v i s a t i o n of m o r a l i t y t o person, 

c l a s s and r a c e . The c o n c e p t i o n of r a c e , the fundamental 

p i l l a r of the N a z i i d e o l o g y , "becomes the h i g h e s t v a l u e , 

the u l t i m a t e c r i t e r i o n of r i g h t and wrong, t r u e and f a l s e . 

This i s the "myth" upon which N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m hoped to 

"build the T h i r d R e i c h which was t o endure a thousand y e a r s . 

Thus the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t S t a t e , a c c o r d i n g to 

H i t l e r , i n t e n d s t o "be "an order of d o m i n a t i o n and o r g a n i z a ­

t i o n of the people's community, the r a c i a l V o l k " . I t i s 

t h e r e f o r e e s s e n t i a l l y an a u t h o r i t a r i a n , t o t a l i t a r i a n V o l k s -

s t a a t , m i l i t a r i s t i c i n s p i r i t , "bureaucratic i n o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

a s t a t e dominated "by an e l i t e r u l i n g "by r u t h l e s s f o r c e and 

c l e v e r propaganda and aiming a t a permanent r e v o l u t i o n i n 

the p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l s p h e r e s . I n the next two chap­

t e r s the n a t i o n a l i s t i c and t h e s o c i a l i s t i c aspects of the 

N a z i Weltanschauung w i l l be examined and an attempt made 

to d i s c o v e r t h e i d e o l o g i c a l o r i g i n s of t h o s e c o n c e p t i o n s . 
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" T i s morning: "but no morning can 
Restore what we have f o r f e i t e d . 
I see no s i n ; the wrong i s mixed. 
In t r a g i c l i f e , God wot, 
No v i l l a i n need "bei P a s s i o n s s p i n the p l o t ; 
We are "betrayed "by what i s f a l s e w i t h i n . " 

George M e r e d i t h . 

Ghapter IV. 

; GERMAN NATIONALISM ABB ITS PROPHETS. 

N a t i o n a l i s m i s not a s p e c i f i c a l l y German phenome­

non. I t s development i n Germany was i n p o i n t of f a c t l a t e r 

than i n England or E r a n c e . Moreover i t was d i f f e r e n t i n 

important r e s p e c t s . The F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n had conceived 

the n a t i o n as a p o l i t i c a l e n t i t y , composed of f r e e and 

equal c i t i z e n s . T h i s c o n c e p t i o n never d i s p l a c e d t h e German 

c o n c e p t i o n of n a t i o n a l i t y which had a d e f i n i t e r a c i a l and 

" b i o l o g i c a l "bias r a t h e r than a p o l i t i c a l one. The reasons 

f o r t h i s l i e p a r t l y i n the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n of Germany, 

p a r t l y i n t h e p e c u l i a r c h a r a c t e r of German thought. The 

p o l i t i c a l d i s u n i t y of t h e n a t i o n "before and a f t e r B i s ­

marck's u n i f i c a t i o n d i d not tend t o f o s t e r the democratic 

concept, of n a t i o n a l i t y . Moreover, as Neumann s i g n i f i c a n t ­

l y remarks, " N a t i o n a l i s t s o v e r e i g n t y handicapped i m p e r i a l ­

i s t expansion," whereas " r a c i a l t h e o r i e s s e r v e d as an a i d 

to the conquest of c o l o n i a l , s e m i - c o l o n i a l , or v e r y weak 

s t a t e s . " ( 1 ) 

(1) Synder, L o u i s L. From Bismarck t o H i t l e r (Bayard P r e s s , 
Pa. 1935) p.103 
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I n the F i r s t World War, which was a war of the 

nations' of the wo r l d a g a i n s t Germany, i t s r a c i a l n a t i o n a l ­

ism r e c e i v e d an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n t h a t "bordered on h y s t e r i a . . 

N e i t h e r V e r s a i l l e s , nor the Weimar R e p u b l i c succeeded i n 

check i n g or d i m i n i s h i n g n a t i o n a l f e r v o r . I n s t e a d , the f u e l 

of h a t r e d and resentment was added, g i v i n g i t a. dangerous 

e x p l o s i v e f o r c e . N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m made p o l i t i c a l c a p i t a l 

out of the outraged f e e l i n g s of the masses and u t i l i z e d 

them, as potent f o r c e s f o r the r e v o l u t i o n . Thus to H i t l e r , 

• N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m became " t h e exact c o u n t e r p a r t of the 

F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n " , ( 1 ) Wherein the Fre n c h concept of n a t i o n 

was b e i n g r e p l a c e d by.the r a c i a l c o n c e p t i o n as a more 

dynamic p o l i t i c a l e xpedient than t h a t of democracy.' 

Another p e c u l i a r i t y which d i s t i n g u i s h e s German 

n a t i o n a l i s m i s i t s m i l i t a n t and m i l i t a r i s t i c a s p e c t . I t 

was always more a g g r e s s i v e , more raucous, more b l a t a n t l y 

a r t i c u l a t e than o t h e r n a t i o n a l i s m s . I t seemed as i f Ger­

many were s u f f e r i n g from a c h r o n i c n a t i o n a l i n f e r i o r i t y 

complex. Perhaps i t was owing t o the f a c t t h a t she a t ­

t a i n e d the s t a t u s of nationhood c o m p a r a t i v e l y l a t e , f o r , 

as we know, youth has an i n v e t e r a t e h a b i t of b o a s t i n g and 

bravado. 

F i n a l l y , owing to i t s predominant r a c i a l b i a s , Ger­

man n a t i o n a l i s m was, g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , l i n k e d w i t h a n t i -

(1) Rauschning, H. H i t l e r Speaks, p.230 



Semitism. A n t i - S e m i t i s m i s of course"not a German, much 

l e s s a N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t , i n v e n t i o n . That i t has i t s 

r o o t s deep i n German h i s t o r y i s i n d i s p u t a b l e . Neumann goes 

so f a r as to a s s e r t t h a t " n e a r l y a l l the gre a t poets and 

t h i n k e r s of Germany w i t h the e x c e p t i o n of L e s s i n g , Goethe, 

S c h e l l i n g , a n d Hegel, even i f they were not outspoken a n t i -

Semites , o f t e n u n c o n s c i o u s l y b e t r a y e d a n t i - S e m i t i c tenden­

c i e s . " (1) German a n t i - S e m i t i s m i n f a c t goes back to the 

Refo r m a t i o n . M a r t i n L u t h e r v;as not regarded o n l y as a r e ­

l i g i o u s r e f o r m e r , but a l s o as a n a t i o n a l s a v i o u r . He was 

undoubtedly one of t h e g r e a t f o r e r u n n e r s of German n a t i o n ­

a l i s m and the f i r s t r e l i g i o u s a n t i - S e m i t i s t . He has more­

over t h e dubious honor of b e i n g the f i r s t a r t i c u l a t e Jew-

b a i t e r . He not o n l y proposed t h a t the Jews be e x p e l l e d 

from Germany, but a l s o advocated a pogrom p o l i c y . H i s 

v i c i o u s a n t i - S e m i t i c d i a t r i b e s a r e comparable t o S t r e i c h e r ' s 

infamous p u b l i c a t i o n "Der Sturmer", d e r F u h r e r ' s f a v o r i t e 

magazine. •., 

The s p i r i t of German n a t i o n a l i s m and t h e i d e a of 

the " o r g a n i c f o l k - s t a t e " can f u r t h e r be t r a c e d t o the 

f a t h e r of t h e German s c h o o l of p o l i t i c a l thought, Johann 

G o t t t f r i e d Herder (1744-1805). He was t h e f i r s t t o empha­

s i z e the " p e c u l i a r n a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r s and to e u l o g i z e the 

v a l u e s of " f o l k - h e r i t a g e , n a t i o n a l s o u l and p a t r i o t i c 

(1) Neumann,?.,Behemoth, Oxford U n i v . P r e s s , N.Y.1942 p.109 



s p i r i t " . ( 1 ) H i s ideas had c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e among the 

romantic poets and p h i l o s o p h e r s of the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

A man of much g r e a t e r i n f l u e n c e on modern German 

thought was G o t t l i e b F i e l i t e (1762-1814) who preached t h a t 

the new "God-Ersatz", the Kingdom of S p i r i t and Reason 

c o u l d o n l y be r e a l i z e d - b y an " U r v o l k " , a chosen r a c e . The 

Germans were the i n i t i a t e d , the e n t h u s i a s t s of t h e d i v i n e 

o r d e r , t h e W e l t p l a n , and i t was t h e i r " h o l y duty" to r e ­

c r e a t e humanity by l a y i n g the f o u n d a t i o n s of t h a t Kingdom.(3) 

He a l s o a c c u r a t e l y p r e d i c t e d the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s n e c e s sary 

f o r the modern t y r a n t to a t t a i n a b s o l u t e power. L i k e 

L u t h e r , E i c h t e was an avowed a n t i - S e m i t e , but he was too 

much of a p h i l o s o p h e r .to r e s o r t t o v i l i f i c a t i o n and s l a n d e r . 

Otto von Bismarck, the a u t o c r a t i c R e a l p o l i t i k e r , 

was the man who a c t u a l l y b u i l t the house f o r Herder's and 

E i e l i t e ' s n a t i o n a l i s m . A r e a c t i o n a r y c o n s e r v a t i v e p a t r i o t , 

he b e l i e v e d i n P r u s s i a n l e a d e r s h i p and r e j e c t e d both s o c i a l 

democracy and a n t i - S e m i t i s m whether i n the g u i s e of eco­

nomics or of C h r i s t i a n i t y . N a t i o n a l i s m , under h i s regime 

was, however, much more a s e n t i m e n t a l t h a n a p o l i t i c a l or 

economic a f f a i r . ( 3 ) 

A t r u e f o r e r u n n e r of modern German n a t i o n a l i s m was 

(1) N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , (Dept.of S t a t e , Wash.B.C., 1943) 
pp.5 and 6 

(2) c f r E i c h t e "Rede an d i e deutsohe n a t i o n . " 
(3) Hayes, C.J.H. E v o l u t i o n of Modern N a t i o n a l i s m , N.Y. 

p.278 
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A d o l f S t o c k e r , f o u n d e r of t h e C h r i s t i a n - S o c i a l i s t Workers' 

P a r t y (1878) and the foremost anti-S'emite of h i s t i m e . 

His S o c i a l i s m was r e a l l j r a brand of ps e ud o - Chr i s t i a,n n a t i o n ­

a l i s m p l u s P r u s s i a n m i l i t a r i s m . H i s a n t i - S e m i t i s m had a 

q u a s i - r e l i g i o u s b a s i s and e x e r t e d a tremendous i n f l L i e n c e i n 

p o s t - B i s m a r c k i a n Germany. S t o c k e r b e l i e v e d i n a " n a t i o n a l 

s o u l " , a phrase which he borrowed from C a r l y l e , and a p p l i e d 

to the L u t h e r a n ^ R e f o r m a t i o n . The Jews, he maintained " a r e 

a n a t i o n w i t h i n a n a t i o n , a s t a t e w i t h i n a s t a t e , a r a c e i n 

the midst of another r a c e . " ( 1 ) H i t l e r acknowledged t h a t 

S t o c k e r ' s a n t i - S e m i t i s m was a s t e p f o r w a r d . He however 

found i t p o l i t i c a l l y a f a i l u r e because i t i g n o r e d the 

r a c i a l b a s i s of n a t i o n a l i t y . I t s s o l u t i o n of the Jewish 

problem by•means, of mass c o n v e r s i o n of the Jews t o C h r i s ­

t i a n i t y was t o o n a i v e and i m p r a c t i c a l . 

A more f o r m i d a b l e apostle''of n a t i o n a l i s m and a n t i -

Semitism appeared i n the a b l e h i s t o r i a n and p o l i t i c a l 

s c i e n t i s t , H e i n r i c h von T r e i t s c h k e (1834-1896)". A glowing 

p a t r i o t and u n t i r i n g exponent of m i l i t a r i s m , he saw i n the 

s t a t e a m o r a l community whose h i g h e s t purpose i s power i n 

the h i g h e s t i n t e r e s t s of the community. A g a i n s t Hegel he 

m a i n t a i n e d t h a t the s t a t e , a l t h o u g h the b a s i s of a l l 

n a t i o n a l l i f e , i s not the t o t a l i t y of t h e n a t i o n a l l i f e . 

N a t i o n and s t a t e are not i d e n t i c a l • (2) He a l s o f o r m u l a t e d 

(1) S t o c k e r , A. von Oertzen, p.151 
(2) c f r . Synder,Louis L. From Bismarck to H i t l e r , (Bayard 

Press,Pa.) pp.29 and 30 



the h i s t o r i c a l r a i s o n d ' e t r e of P r u s s i a n hegemony and the 

p r i n c i p l e of a u t o c r a c y i n the s t a t e . Synder sums up the 

s i g n i f i c a n c e of T r e i t s c h k e on German p o l i t i c a l thought as 

f o l l o w s : "As an exponent of m i l i t a r i s m T r e i t s c h l c e e x e r ted a 

tremendous i n f l u e n c e on Genera,! von B e r n h a r d i and oth e r 

m i l i t a r i s t s . As an i n t e l l e c t u a l a n t i - S e m i t e he l e d other 

impetuous a n t i - S e m i t e s . . . . . i n t o open h o s t i l i t y to 

Judaism."(1) Numerous m i l i t a n t a n t i - S e m i t e s a r o s e : Eugen 

Du h r i n g , whom Engels a t t a c k e d i n h i s " a n t i - D u h r i n g , Max 

S t i r n e r , t h e a n a r c h i s t , and A d o l f Wagner, who i d e n t i f i e d 

C a p i t a l i s m w i t h Judaism. K a r l Marx, h i m s e l f , a l t h o u g h a 

Jew lay " b i r t h , "became n o t o r i o u s f o r h i s a n t i - S e m i t i c u t t e r ­

ances . 

The o n l y p r e d e c e s s o r , however, whom A d o l f H i t l e r 

has ever condescended t o r e c o g n i z e as such i s R i c h a r d Wag­

ner (1813-1883). Whether t h a t i s owing to some a r t i s t i c 

a f f i n i t y s i m i l a r t o N i e t z s c h e ' s " s t e l l a r f r i e n d s h i p " w i t h 

the g r e a t composer i s a moot and f u t i l e q u e s t i o n . To H i t ­

l e r Wagner r e p r e s e n t s not merely a m u s i c i a n and poet, "but 

"the supreme p r o p h e t i c f i g u r e among the Germans". (2) He 

cl a i m s " t h e most i n t i m a t e f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h Wagner's mental 

p r o c e s s e s . At every s t a g e of my l i f e he (Wagner) comes 

"back t o me." (3) Ev;en the E u h r e r ' s v e g e t a r i a n i s m i s a Wag-



n e r i a n i n s p i r e d i o n . But t o H i t l e r R i c h a r d Wagner i s above 

a l l the f i r s t g r e a t r a c i a l n a t i o n a l i s t , the I m p e r i a l i s t 

m u s i c i a n , t h e f i r s t a n t i - S e m i t e who developed an a n t i -

S emitism based on a r t i s t i c f e e l i n g . I t should be r e c a l l e d 

t h a t H i t l e r ' s a n t i - S e m i t i s m , t o o , i s based on i n s t i n c t and 

f e e l i n g , not on reason. Wagner's i n f l u e n c e on German 

thought and f e e l i n g has been g r e a t e r than i s g e n e r a l l y be­

l i e v e d . An o u t s t a n d i n g p r o t a g o n i s t of the "German S p i r i t " 

i n a r t and p o l i t i c s , he warned h i s f e l l o w - c o u n t r y m e n t o 

t h i n k of g l o r y i n n a t i o n a l terms. I n h i s "Judaism i n 

Music" (1850) he a s s e r t e d t h a t the Jew was i n c a p a b l e of 

g i v i n g a r t i s t i c e x p r e s s i o n to h i s f e e l i n g s . J e w i s h 

m u s i c i a n s were mere " t o n e - s e t t e r s " , t h e i r music a "motley 

chaos of a l l music forms".(1) 

Wagner's a n t i - S e m i t i s m was not so much an o r i g i n a l 

work as an a r t i s t ' s v e r s i o n of the." g r e a t c e n t r a l theme pro­

v i d e d by h i s s o n - i n - l a w , the ex-Englishman, H. S. Chamber­

l a i n (1855-1926). This man had w r i t t e n h i s i n f l u e n t i a l 

p s e u d o - s c i e n t i f i c m a s t e r p i e c e "Foundations of t h e Nine­

t e e n t h Century" w herein he e x t o l l e d the Aryan, i n p a r t i c u ­

l a r the German, r a c e , and warned of the Jewish c o n s p i r a c y 

to dominate the h i g h e r r a c e s . But even Chamberlain's id e a s 

were not o r i g i n a l . H i s book was i n essence o n l y an a c a ­

demic r e - w o r k i n g of Gobineau's " E s s a i s u r 1 ' i n e g a l i t e des 

(1) Y/agner, Judaism i n Music, (see E l l i s , R. Wagner's Prose 
works, 111, 79 f f . ) 



races humaines" which a t great l e n g t h championed the theory 

of Aryan s u p e r i o r i t y . In the hands of Wagner and Chamber­

l a i n r a c i a l n a t i o n a l i s m and a n t i - S e m i t i s m r e c e i v e d a power­

f u l i n t e l l e c t u a l s t i m u l u s . Chamberlain's book e s p e c i a l l y 

was w i d e l y read and d i s c u s s e d and had tremendous i n f l u e n c e 

on German minds many years b e f o r e H i t l e r . H i t l e r h i m s e l f 

r e f e r s to i t i n "Mein Kampf and A l f r e d Rosenberg, o f f i c i a l 

p h i l o s o p h e r of Nazidom, r e g a r d s Wagner and Chamberlain as 

two of t h e genuine f o r e r u n n e r s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . 

T h i s i s t r u e p a r t i c u l a r l y as regards the r a c i o l o g i -

c a l aspect of t h e i r p h i l o s o p h y , f o r the t h e o r y of r a c i a l 

supremacy as developed by Chamberlain and Wagner was i n c o r ­

p o r a t e d i n N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t d o c t r i n e by none o t h e r than 

A l f r e d Rosenberg h i m s e l f i n h i s "Der Mythus des SO. J a h r -

hunderts.". Here the "myth" of the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y i s 

p r o c l a i m e d as c o n s i s t i n g i n " t h e f a i t h t h a t the N o r d i c 

b l o o d r e p r e s e n t s t h a t •mysterium" which has r e p l a c e d and 

overcome the o l d sacraments"(1) of C h r i s t i a n i t y . F u r t h e r ­

more F o l k and r a c e a r e h i g h e r than the s t a t e and i t s 

forms."(E) B l o o d - f e e l i n g and i n s t i n c t of b l o o d i s c o n s i d ­

ered the source of a l l v i r t u e and wisdom . Rosenberg i n 

f a c t i n v e s t s r a c e w i t h a m y s t i c , r e l i g i o u s s i g n i f i c a n c e , 

and e l e v a t e s i t t o the supreme c r i t e r i o n of m o r a l and es-

(1) Rosenberg, A l f r e d , "Der Mythus des 20. J a h r h u n d e r t s " 
(Munich, 1935) p.174 

(2) Rosenberg, i b i d . p.479 



t h e t i c v a l u a t i o n . W a l t e r D a r r e , M i n i s t e r of A g r i c u l t u r e , 

a p p l i e d the r a c i o l o g i c a l myth to t h e pe a s a n t r y , whom he r e ­

gards as "the new n o b i l i t y of B l o o d and S o i l " . Hans Gun-

t h e r went so f a r as t o essay a s c i e n t i f i c a n t h r o p o l o g y of 

race as a b a s i s f o r N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t p o l i t i c s . Even 

though H i t l e r h i m s e l f denies the c l a i m of s c i e n t i f i c v a l i d ­

i t y to these r a c e t h e o r i e s , he i n s i s t s on t h e i r importance 

as a p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n t . True to h i s maxim t h a t "every 

world-moving Idea has not o n l y t h e r i g h t but a l s o the duty 

to a v a i l i t s e l f of whatever means w i l l make p o s s i b l e the 

r e a l i z a t i o n of i t s purpose'!, (1) H i t l e r has made the concep­

t i o n of r a c e t h e f i r s t fundamental p r i n c i p l e of N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y . . 

The p o s i t i o n of E r i e d e r i c h N i e t z s c h e , who i s f r e ­

q u e n t l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h German n a t i o n a l i s m and sometimes 

even h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r N a t i o n a l ' S o c i a l i s m , i s q u i t e am­

biguous and needs some c l a r i f i c a t i o n . I n the E i r s t World 

War a l l i e d p r o p a g a n d i s t s were fond of blaming the war on 

the Teutonic t r i u m v i r a t e of N i e t z s c h e , T r e i t s c h k e and Bern-

hard i , but t o an unbiased student the prophet of S i I s M a r i a 

was no more of a w a r - i n s p i r e r than Theordore R o o s e v e l t , 

Maurice B a r r e s or even G. B. Shaw. I n our t i m e , t o o , i t 

has become f a s h i o n a b l e to a s s o c i a t e N i e t z s c h e ' s " b l o n d 

beast of prey" w i t h the Na z i master r a c e . As regards 

(1) H i t l e r , Mein Kampf (Reynold and H i t c h c o c k , N.Y. 1939) 
p.371 



N i e t z s c h e ' s a l l e g e d a f f i n i t y t o N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , I 

would l i k e to ""break a l a n c e " f o r the p h i l o s o p h e r and poet. 

I t i s t r u e t h a t the N a z i i d e o l o g i s t s have i n t i m a t e l y l i n k e d 

the N i h i l i s t of Reason w i t h t h e i r own R e v o l u t i o n of N i h i l ­

ism. That need not cause much s u r p r i s e . N i e t z s c h e ' s p h i l ­

osophy, l i k e a n t i - S e m i t i s m , a d m i r a b l y served as a p o l i t i c a l 

e x p e d i e n t , and was s h a m e f u l l y e x p l o i t e d f o r t h a t purpose. 

Even i f i t can be argued t h a t N i e t z s c h e was an unconscious 

S o c i a l i s t , i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t he was no N a t i o n a l i s t , much 

l e s s a N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t . 

N i e t z s c h e , t h e l a s t a n t i - p o l i t i c a l German, was not 

a good N a t i o n a l i s t . L i k e Goethe he c l a i m e d t o be "a good 

European". He s t r o n g l y r e p u d i a t e d the " n e u r o s i s of N a t i o n ­

a l i s m from which Europe s u f f e r e d " , and p r e d i c t e d the "over­

coming of n a t i o n s " and the f i n a l " s y n t h e s i s of Europe"•(1) 

I t was even p a r t of h i s a m b i t i o n to be c o n s i d e r e d as "a 

d e s p i s e r of Germans p a r e x c e l l e n c e " . (2) He scorned b o t h 

P r u s s i a n m i l i t a r i s m and T r e i t s c h k e a n c o u r t - h i s t o r y , and 

never f o r g a v e h i s f r i e n d Wagner f o r becoming a German 

I m p e r i a l i s t . "To be a good German," he once exclaimed, " i t 

i s n e c e s s a r y t o de-Germanize o n e s e l f . " The German, he 

ma i n t a i n e d , d i g e s t s events b a d l y , he never g e t s done w i t h 

them. "He has a day b e f o r e y e s t e r d a y , and a day a f t e r t o -

(1) N i e t z s c h e , Ecce Homo, ( P h i l o s o p h y of N., N.Y. Modern 
L i b r a r y ) p.127 

(2) N i e t z s c h e , Ecce Homo, pp.129-130 



morrow, he has s t i l l no today." "The German h i m s e l f does 

not e x i s t , he i s becoming, he i s d e v e l o p i n g h i m s e l f . " In 

N i e t z s c h e ' s view the German l a c k e d the a r i s t o c r a t i c "pathos 

of d i s t a n c e " , the " f e e l i n g of nuance". "He i s too good-

n a t u r e d , l a c a n a i l l e . " (1) 

As f o r the "mendacious r a c e s w i n d l e " ( 2 ) he would 

have n o t h i n g to do w i t h i t . H i s a n t i - S e m i t i s m , i f i t can 

be so c a l l e d , was n e i t h e r r a c i a l , nor p o l i t i c a l . I t was 

r a t h e r the consequence of h i s a r i s t o c r a t i c e t h i c s which r e ­

j e c t e d the " J e w i s h s l a v e - i n s u r r e c t i o n of morals" masquerad­

i n g i n the g u i s e of C h r i s t i a n i t y . F o r the Jewish r a c e , the 

" r a c e aere p e r e n n i s " , he p r o f e s s e d s i n c e r e s t a d m i r a t i o n and 

pr o p h e s i e d f o r i t i n t e l l e c t u a l dominance i n the f u t u r e . "We 

a r t i s t s among the s p e c t a t o r s and p h i l o s o p h e r s are g r a t e f u l 

t o t h e Jews. We owe t o them t h e grand s t y l e i n m o r a l i t y . " ( 3 ) 

From the l o f t y v a n t a g e - p o i n t of h i s a r i s t o c r a t i c 

e t h i c s he a t t a c k e d both democracy and M a r x i a n S o c i a l i s m be­

cause both p r o t e c t e d and f o s t e r e d the s l a v e - m o r a l i t y of the 

masses. H i s a t t i t u d e toward t h e s t a t e , the " c o l d e s t of a l l 

c o l d monsters",(4) was as c y n i c a l as h i s a t t a c k on C h r i s ­

t i a n i t y . I n any case i t was more a n a r c h i s t than n a t i o n a l i s ­

t i c . 

(1) I b i d . , p.130 
(2) N i e t z s c h e , Peoples and C o u n t r i e s , Sec.21 
(3) N i e t z s c h e , Beyond Good and E v i l , P a r t I I 1 250 
(4) N i e t z s c h e , Thus Spake Z a r a t h u s t r a , I , p.64 



I n h i s Z a r a t h u s t r a N i e t z s c h e s t r i k e s a genuine 

h u m a n i t a r i a n note devoid of a l l n a t i o n a l i s t i c a s p i r a t i o n s : 

" L e t him come t o Z a r a t h u s t r a who has u n l e a r n e d the l o v e of 

h i s people because he has l e a r n e d t o l o v e many peo p l e s . " ( 1 ) 

" E x i l e s s h a l l you be from a l l f a t h e r l a n d s and f o r e f a t h e r s -

l a n d s t Your c h i l d r e n ' s l a n d s h a l l you l o v e J L e t t h i s be 

your new n o b i l i t y I"(2) 

That the, w r i t i n g s of N i e t z s c h e have had an enormous 

i n f l u e n c e on the German mind, i n p a r t i c u l a r t h a t of the 

youth, i s u n d e n i a b l e . I n the F i r s t World War i t was s a i d 

t h a t f o r e v e r y s o l d i e r who c a r r i e d the B i b l e i n h i s knap­

sack, one c a r r i e d h i s Z a r a t h u s t r a . To the r e b e l l i o u s and 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y y o u t h of Nazidom i n p a r t i c u l a r , t h e w r i t i n g s 

of N i e t z s c h e , always p o e t i c a l , f o r c e f u l and e x a l t e d , were 

l i k e an i n t o x i c a t i n g wine, a sweet p o i s o n . H i s noble 

maxims, "Be b o l d i " , " L i v e dangerously!", "Hold s a c r e d the 

hero i n your h e a r t ! " f e l l on the a l l t o o - w i l l i n g ears of a 

g e n e r a t i o n t h a t was eager to j u s t i f y the g l o r y of m i l i t a r ­

ism. H i s ideas of f o r c e and s t r e n g t h , h i s "pathos of d i s ­

tance" became the s i r e n song which c a p t i v a t e d the h e a r t s 

and minds of the d i s i l l u s i o n e d and the d i s c o n t e n t e d . I t 

was t h e r e f o r e almost i n e v i t a b l e t h a t the g r e a t Yea-sayer, 

the m y s t i c t r a n s v a l u a t o r of v a l u e s , should become b o t h 

(1) N i e t z s c h e , Notes on Z a r a t h u s t r a , p.277 
(2) N i e t z s c h e , Thus Spake Z a r a t h u s t r a , I I , p.130 
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prophet and t o r c h - b e a r e r of the R e v o l u t i o n . Nor was i t 

d i f f i c u l t f o r the propaganda t e c h n i c i a n s t o pr e s e n t 

N i e t z s c h e as a genuine f o r e r u n n e r of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , no 

matter whether h i s i n d i v i d u a l i s t e t h i c s f i t t e d i n t o the 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n s t r u c t u r e . With remarkable i n s i g h t N i e t z s c h e 

h i m s e l f p r e d i c t e d h i s f a t e among Germans, when he wrote, 

"The Germans are undoubtedly i d e a l i s t s . They have compro­

mised themselves w i t h me up to the p r e s e n t and 1 doubt 

whether t h i n g s w i l l g et b e t t e r i n the f u t u r e . " ( 1 ) As to 

the f a t e t h a t has b e f a l l e n him among N a z i s , he might, i f he 

were a l i v e today, a p p l y the c y n i c a l words he once used t o 

d e s c r i b e Wagner's f a t e : "Poor Wagner! To what pass he has 

cornel I f o n l y he had f a l l e n among swine! But among Ger­

mans i My kingdom f o r one i n t e l l i g e n t word!"(2) 

Though German N a t i o n a l i s m has had many prophets and 

German a n t i - S e m i t i s m many exponents, N i e t z s c h e can not be 

j u s t l y numbered among them.(3) N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m (through 

H i t l e r and the o t h e r i d e o l o g i s t s ) c l e v e r l y combined, o r , to 

use N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t t e r m i n o l o g y , " c o - o r d i n a t e d " , the 

v a r i o u s forms of n a t i o n a l i s m and a n t i - S e m i t i s m i n t o a t o t a l 

p o l i t i c a l strategy.. " A n t i - S e m i t i s m " says H i t l e r , " i s a 

u s e f u l r e v o l u t i o n a r y e x p e d i e n t , the most important weapon 

( l ) N i e t z s c h e , Ecce Homo, pp.124 and 128 
(2J N i e t z s c h e , o p . c i t . , p.81 
(3) B r i n t o n , Crane, N i e t z s c h e (Cambridge, Mass. 1941) esp. 

pp.172-243 



i n the propaganda a r s e n a l . " ( 1 ) Racism became not o n l y a 

s u b s t i t u t e f o r the c l a s s s t r u g g l e s of Marxism, but the c o r ­

n erstone of the whole N a t i o n a l S o c i a l p h i l o s o p h y . Upon t h i s 

s u b s t r u c t u r e were b u i l t the charisma of the l e a d e r , the 

r u l e of the e l i t e , the p o l i c y of b r u t e f o r c e and the t o t a l ­

i t a r i a n s t a t e . The i d e o l o g i c a l o r i g i n s of these f o u r es­

s e n t i a l s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t p h i l o s o p h y w i l l be examined 

i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l elsewhere i n t h i s s t u d y . 

(1) Rauschning, H i t l e r Speaks, p.333 
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"He who devotes h i m s e l f w h o l l y t o 
th e people and the f a t h e r l a n d . . 
i s a S o c i a l i s t . That was and i s 
the S o c i a l i s m of t h e s o l d i e r of 
the F r o n t . . ." M i n i s t e r S e l d t e 

i n Der Ri n g , 1933. No.30 

Chapter V. 

THE SOCIALISM OF THE THIRD REICH. 

I . I d e o l o g y . 

G o t t f r i e d Neese, a foremost l e g a l i n t e r p r e t e r of 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , d e f i n e s i t s two a s p e c t s as f o l l o w s : 

" N a t i o n a l i s m i s n o t h i n g more than t h e outw a r d l y d i r e c t e d 

s t r i v i n g t o m a i n t a i n the i n n e r u n i t y of people and s t a t e , 

and S o c i a l i s m i s the i n w a r d l y d i r e c t e d s t r i v i n g f o r the 

same end."(1) I t i s w i t h t h i s i n n e r a s p e c t of Na z i 

ideology' t h a t we propose t o d e a l i n t h i s c h a p t e r . 

As a l r e a d y p o i n t e d out i n a p r e c e d i n g c h a p t e r , 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , u n l i k e i t s M a rxian c o u n t e r p a r t , has no 

c u t - a n d - d r i e d economic t h e o r y , no f i x e d p r i n c i p l e s . Conse­

q u e n t l y i t cannot he d e f i n e d i n terms of an economic pro­

gram, any more than i t can i n terms of i t s p o l i t i c a l p r o­

gram. Economics, a c c o r d i n g t o N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t d o c t r i n e , 

i s s u b o r d i n a t e t o and dependent on p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

The main purpose of t h e r e v o l u t i o n i s the unending s t r u g g l e 

(1) Neese, D i e n a t i o n a l s o z i a l i s t i s c h e Deutsche A r b e r t e r -
p a r t e i ( S t u t t g a r t , 1935) pp.65-65 quoted i n 
" N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m " p u b l . by Dept. of S t a t e , 
U.S.A. o.25 



29 

f o r a new p o l i t i c a l o r d e r , f o r a new s o c i e t y . Or, as Neu­

mann puts i t , more c o n c r e t e l y ; " N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s not 

prompted "by economic p r i n c i p l e s "but by the d o c t r i n e f o r war 

p r e p a r a t i o n . " ( 1 ) 

A second d i f f i c u l t y i n a t t e m p t i n g to d e f i n e the 

S o c i a l i s m of t h e T h i r d R e i c h l i e s i n t h e vague and ambigu­

ous use of the t e r m f " s o c i a l i s m " . I n Germany the t erm 

s o c i a l i s m was w i d e l y synonymous w i t h s o c i a l p r o g r e s s . With 

the r i s e of M a r x i a n S o c i a l i s m , however, i t assumed both 

p o l i t i c a l and economic i m p l i c a t i o n s . N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , 

a l t h o u g h h i s t o r i c a l l y and i d e o l o g i c a l l y , a r e a c t i o n a r y 

movement a g a i n s t M a r x i a n S o c i a l i s m , emphasized the p o l i t i ­

c a l r a t h e r t h a n th e economic c h a r a c t e r of s o c i a l i s m . I t 

d e f i n i t e l y r e j e c t e d the primacy of economics over p o l i t i c s , 

the a b o l i t i o n of p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y , the M a r x i s t p o l i c y of 

c l a s s - w a r f a r e and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m of i t s i d e o l o g y . 

What i t d i d l e a r n from Marxism was i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y t e c h ­

nique . H i t l e r h i m s e l f a d m i t t e d t h a t the N a z i methods were 

e s s e n t i a l l y M a r x i s t . Consequently, from a M a r x i a n p o i n t 

of view, N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m can j u s t l y be c a l l e d a s p u r i o u s 

s o c i a l i s m , a s o c i a l i s m of f i c t i o n , not of r e a l i t y . The 

s o c i a l i z a t i o n of p r o p e r t y was r e p u d i a t e d , but o n l y con­

d i t i o n a l l y . " P r o p e r t y , " H i t l e r d e c l a r e d , "must not be 

s o c i a l i z e d , but may be s o c i a l i z e d when and i f i t i s i n the 

(1) Neumann, Sigmund, Permanent R e v o l u t i o n (N.Y.1942) p.166 



30 

n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t . " ( 1 ) By s u b s t i t u t i n g the myth of r a c e , 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m succeeded i n a b o l i s h i n g c l a s s - w a r f a r e , 

but t h i s v i c t o r y was only won a t the c o s t of the d e s t r u c ­

t i o n of the o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the workers and t h e i r subse­

quent " c o - o r d i n a t i o n " i n t o the p o l i t i c a l machine. "My 

s o c i a l i s m , " H i t l e r b o a sted, " i s not a c l a s s - w a r , but 

o r d e r . " ( 2 ) 

E s s e n t i a l l y N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s an e t h i c a l s o c i a l ­

ism, a s o c i a l i s m of t h e s p i r i t . The e t h i c a l t e n o r of t h i s 

brand of s o c i a l i s m i s e x e m p l i f i e d by i t s moral maxims, such 

a s : "Honour work and r e s p e c t the worker," "Labor has d u t i e s 

r a t h e r than r i g h t s . " I n s t e a d of l a b o r unions N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s m has a m i l i t a n t " A r b e i t s - f r o n t " where every worker 

i s a s o l d i e r on d u t y . I n s t e a d of economic e q u a l i t y Nazism 

speaks of "the democracy of work, of s a c r i f i c e , of duty." 

H i t l e r h i m s e l f c o n c i s e l y described*'the e t h i c a l c h a r a c t e r of 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m when he s a i d , "We s o c i a l i z e human b e i n g s , 

not e x t e r n a l c o n d i t i o n s . " ( 3 ) A more complete d e s c r i p t i o n 

of i t was g i v e n by A. P i e p e r i n the e a r l y y ears of the 

movement: " S o c i a l i s m , " he w r i t e s , " i s the b e a r e r of a new 

sense of l i f e and a new w i l l to l i v e . I t i s the i d e a of a 

new, a h i g h e r , a more complete community of l i f e and common 

d e s t i n y , which grows out of an u n s e l f i s h l o y a l t y and devo-

( l V Rauschning, H i t l e r Speaks, .p.134 
(2) Rauschning, op. c i t . p.175 
(3) Rauschning, op. c i t . p.190 
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t i o n of man to man, than has h i t h e r t o "been r e a l i z e d . " (1) 

Thus N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m has the c h a r a c t e r of a com­

munity-urge, an i n t e l l e c t u a l - e m o t i o n a l a t t i t u d e , a moral 

duty. "Every t r u e n a t i o n a l thought i s i n i t s l a s t a n a l y s i s 

s o c i a l •" 

But N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s not merely a s o c i a l i s m of 

a t t i t u d e ; i t i s a s o c i a l i s m of a c t i o n . I t i s not merely 

p a t r i o t i c , hut m i l i t a r i s t i c . I t i s the s y n t h e s i s of the 

s p i r i t of c o l l e c t i v i s m and t h e p r i n c i p l e of achievement, or 

as Gregor S t r a s s e r p o e t i c a l l y d e f i n e d i t : " S o c i a l i s m i s the 

o l d o f f i c e r s ' c o r p s , - i s the Cologne C a t h e d r a l . I t i s i n ­

t e n s i v e P r u s s i a n s e r v i c e f o r a l l . " ( 2 ) A c t u a l l y N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s m as a r e v o l u t i o n a r y movement i s a product of war, 

not of peace. I t i s a development of the "Schutzengraben-

S o z i a l i s m u s " - the " S o c i a l i s m of the t r e n c h e s " , the h e r o i c 

" s o c i a l i s m of b r o t h e r s - i n - a r m s " of,-which H i t l e r f r e q u e n t l y 

speaks. Neumann i n h i s 'Permanent R e v o l u t i on' makes the 

s i g n i f i c a n t o b s e r v a t i o n t h a t " f u l l y m i l i t a r i z e d s o c i a l r e l a ­

t i o n s h i p s had been b a s i c a l l y e x p e r i e n c e d on the ba t t l e r . ' . . . - , 

f i e l d " , ( 3 ) and i t i s remarkable i n t h i s c o n n e c t i o n t h a t the 

o r i g i n a l f i g h t i n g comrades of the N a z i p a r t y were, w i t h few 

e x c e p t i o n s , war ve t e r a n s b e l o n g i n g to the younger g e n e r a t i o n . 

(1) P i e p e r , A. K a p i t a l i s m u s und S o z i a l i s m u s a l s s e e l i s c h e 
Problem. (2nd ed.1925) p.59 

(2) S t r a s s e r , Gregor, quoted i n Edgar S c h m i d t - P a u l i , D i e 
Maenner urn H i t l e r , ( B e r l i n , 1932) 

(3) Neumann, Permanent R e v o l u t i o n , p.244 



The F i r s t World War had c r e a t e d the p o l i t i c a l r a d i c a l s who 

became the core of a movement, which was i n h e r e n t l y de­

s t r u c t i v e and n i h i l i s t i c . I t s dominant note was f a n a t i c a l 

m i l i t a n c y , i t s s t r u c t u r e s t r i c t l y a u t h o r i t a r i a n , i t s b a s i c 

command: " G l e i c h s c h a l t u n g " - c o - o r d i n a t i o n , i t s economics 

was the "planned economy" of the g a r r i s o n s t a t e . "War," 

s a i d t h e famous Nazi law-maker, C a r l S c h m i t t , " i s the es­

sence of e v e r y t h i n g ; the n a t u r e of the t o t a l war determines 

the n a t u r e and form of the t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e . " ( 1 ) Goeb-

b e l s , not t o be outdone, b o a s t e d : "Our s o c i a l i s m i s the 

l e g a c y of the P r u s s i a n army. I t i s t h a t k i n d of s o c i a l i s m 

which enabled F r e d e r i c k t h e Great to c a r r y on a war f o r 

seven y e a r s . " ( 2 ) 

The r e a l n a t u r e of the N a z i brand of S o c i a l i s m can 

perhaps best be understood by v i e w i n g i t i n r e l a t i o n t o 

Marxism, C a p i t a l i s m and the Corporate S t a t e . N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s m parades a s p u r i o u s r a d i c a l i s m . Except f o r the 

impotent L e f t - w i n g r a d i c a l s of t h e p a r t y the s o c i a l i z a t i o n 

of economy i n the M a r x i a n sense was never s e r i o u s l y contem­

p l a t e d . Consequently, when H i t l e r announced i n 1933 t h a t 

the r e v o l u t i o n was a t an end, Gregor S t r a s s e r , l e a d e r of 

the r a d i c a l f a c t i o n ; , accused him of h a v i n g b e t r a y e d the 

movement and branded h i s n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n as 

(1) quoted i n Neumann, Permanent R e v o l u t i o n , p.231 
(2) Goebbels, J.P., i n B e r l i n e r Bo'rsenzeitung, Jan.4, 1934 

quoted i n Schumann, N a z i D i c t a t o r s h i p , p.393 
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" u n s o c i a l i s t " . The attempt of the J a c o b i n s to "bring about 

the s o c i a l phase of the r e v o l u t i o n was r u t h l e s s l y sup­

p r e s s e d by H i t l e r ' s infamous " B l o o d Purge" i n 1934. 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m remained i n a sense c a p i t a l i s t i c , though 

to c a l l i t S t a t e C a p i t a l i s m i s a misnomer. Perhaps the 

term S t a t e S o c i a l i s m or P r u s s i a n S o c i a l i s m are much nearer 

the mark. N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s not,as i s o f t e n assumed, 

a k i n d of S t a t e C a p i t a l i s m , f o r the N a z i p r i n c i p l e of the 

primacy of p o l i t i c s over economics d i d not imply the or­

g a n i z a t i o n , but the c o n t r o l of economy. I t was c o n s i d e r e d 

the t a s k of the s t a t e t o be t h e p a t h f i n d e r , not the e n t r e ­

preneur of b u s i n e s s . The obvious aim of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t 

p o l i c y was the b u r e a u c r a t i z a t i o n r a t h e r than the s o c i a l i z a ­

t i o n of t h e economic l i f e . I n accordance w i t h t h i s aim 

p r i v a t e o r g a n i z a t i o n s were tran s f o r m e d i n t o a u t h o r i t a r i a n 

b o d i e s under the p r i n c i p l e of i n d u s t r i a l l e a d e r s h i p respon­

s i b l e t o the p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p of the Nazi p a r t y . Thus 

a v a s t and c o m p l i c a t e d h i e r a r c h y of economic and p o l i t i c a l 

i n t e r e s t s was developed, a mbnster t o t a l i t a r i a n bureaucracy 

t h a t f i n a l l y dominated b u s i n e s s and l a b o r , the p e a s a n t r y 

and the army; i n a word, every phase of s o c i a l and p o l i t i ­

c a l l i f e . 

F i n a l l y , N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s not a C o rporate 

S t a t e . I t s g o a l i s , of c ourse, the c l a s s l e s s s t a t e , but 

w i t h an o r g a n i c d i v i s i o n of s o c i e t y i n t o e s t a t e s which a r e 

to be e s s e n t i a l l y e q u a l . Consequently t h e Nazis a l l e g e d l y 



aim to c r e a t e an e q u a l i t y of o p p o r t u n i t y f o r a l l e s t a t e s 

and to r a i s e the s t a t u s of the lower e s t a t e s by p r e a c h i n g 

"the d i g n i t y of work". N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , however, never 

intended t o i n t r o d u c e t h e Co r p o r a t e S t a t e ; i t s r e a l aim 

was the c o n t r o l , not the o r g a n i z a t i o n of economy. Whenever 

t h e o r i s t s d i d advocate the Corporate " s t r u c t u r e of graded 

c l a s s e s " i t was merely f o r the sake of g a i n i n g c o n t r o l of 

the middle and upper c l a s s e s — j u s t another p o l i t i c a l ex­

p e d i e n t . Any Corporate S t a t e t h e o r i s t who thought o t h e r ­

wise was r e p u d i a t e d i n no u n c e r t a i n terms. T h i s was nota­

b l y the f a t e of Othmar Spann, who saw h i s t h e o r i e s r e j e c t e d 

i n 1933, and h i m s e l f put i n t o c o n c e n t r a t i o n camp.(l) 

o f . Neumann, Behemoth, pp.230-32 



35 

I I . I d e o l o g i c a l O r i g i n s . 

The i d e o l o g i c a l o r i g i n s of the s o c i a l i s m of the 

T h i r d R e i c h can "be t r a c e d w i t h a f a i r amount of p l a u s i b i l ­

i t y t o h a l f a dozen p o l i t i c a l t h e o r i s t s who a n t i c i p a t e d or 

propounded a brand of s o c i a l i s m s i m i l a r t o N a t i o n a l S o c i a l ­

ism. As has a l r e a d y been p o i n t e d out, the e t h i c a l s o c i a l ­

ism of the German R e v o l u t i o n i s p a r t l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i t s 

P r u s s i a n i d e a l of o r d e r , d o m i n a t i o n and comradeship. In 

t h i s r e s p e c t the o l d P r u s s i a n s t a t e can f a i r l y be regarded 

as a p r o t o t y p e of German S o c i a l i s m . 

But t h e r e are s e v e r a l o t h e r i d e o l o g i c a l f o r e r u n n e r s 

of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . F i c h t e , the p h i l o s o p h e r - p a t r i o t , 

had advocated a comparable c o n c e p t i o n of the i d e a l s o c i a l ­

i s t i c s t a t e . 

F e r d i n a n d I J a s a l l e ' s s o c i a l i s m , t o o , was d i s t i n c ­

t i v e l y n a t i o n a l and d e f i n i t e l y opposed to Marxism. 

But i t was P a u l de Lagarde, P r o f e s s o r of.oTheplogy 

i n G o t t i n g e n , who e a r l y i n t h e e i g h t i e s propounded a pan-

German a u t h o r i t a r i a n s o c i a l s t a t e r emarkably s i m i l a r to the 

N a z i i d e a l . I t i s not without r e a s o n t h a t A l f r e d Rosenberg 

numbers t h i s man among t h e genuine f o r e r u n n e r s of N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s m . 

A nother of the e a r l i e r proponents of a N a t i o n a l i s ­

t i c S o c i a l i s m was F r i e d e r i c h Naumann, who i n 1896 estab­

l i s h e d h i s " N a t i o n a l s o z i a l e V e r e i n " . He remained, however, 
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a v o i c e of one c r y i n g i n the w i l d e r n e s s - The time was not 

y e t . 

P o s s i b l y the f i r s t f u l l - f l e d g e d N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t ; , 

c e r t a i n l y one of the s p i r i t u a l p r o g e n i t o r s of the movement, 

was F r i e d e r i c h L i s t , who i n h i s " N a t i o n a l System of P o l i t i ­

c a l Economy" urged the e s t a b l i s h m e n t of a s t a t e - c o n t r o l l e d 

c a p i t a l i s m . L i s t was a l s o the f i r s t p o l i t i c a l t h i n k e r who 

c l e a r l y d e f i n e d .one of the r e a l aims of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m 

- v i z . the r e d i v i s i o n of t h e e a r t h between England and Ger­

many on the b a s i s of the r a c i a l d o c t r i n e of Aryan supremacy 

With L i s t N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s r a i s e d t o the p l a n e of 

grand g e o p o l i t i c s . H i s i d e a s were t o f a l l on f e r t i l e i d e o ­

l o g i c a l s o i l i n the p h i l o s o p h y of Rosenberg and the geopol­

i t i c s of Haushofer. 

In 1922, when N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m was s t i l l i n i t s 

i n f a n c y , M o e l l e r van den Bruck p u b l i s h e d a remarkable, 

r a t h e r romantic book, "Das d r i t t e R e i c h " ( 1 ) , wherein the 

i d e a of a German a n t i - l i b e r a l , a n t i - M a r x i a n S o c i a l i s m was 

c l e a r l y s e t f o r t h . One of the most a r t i c u l a t e and c u l t u r e d 

exponents of s o c i a l i m p e r i a l i s m and p r o l e t a r i a n r a c i s m , Van 

den Bruck, must, i n my o p i n i o n , be c o n s i d e r e d as a t r u e 

f o r e r u n n e r of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . Eeder's c a t e c h i s m of the 

movement, "Der deutsche S t a a t " i s i n f a c t a p o p u l a r i z e d , 

expanded p r e s e n t a t i o n of the theme t e n t a t i v e l y s e t f o r t h i n 

( l ) M o e l l e r van den Bruck, Germany's T h i r d Empire (London, 
1934) 



Tan den Bruck's work..- -

G o t t f r i e d Eeder, one of the o r i g i n a l founders of 

the p a r t y e x e r c i s e d c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e on H i t l e r . ( 1 ) 

The l a t t e r ' s economic ideas were l a r g e l y moulded by Eeder 

i n t h e e a r l y p e r i o d of the movement. T h i s economic 

t h e o r i s t made a d i s t i n c t i o n between c r e a t i v e Aryan c a p i ­

t a l i s m and t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l e x p l o i t i v e c a p i t a l i s m of Jewry 

— a d i s t i n c t i o n w hich was l a t e r t o become embodied i n the 

Na z i p o l i c y of always a t t a c k i n g money c a p i t a l , but never 

the e n t r e p r e n e u r . Eeder's second theme, the " b r e a k i n g of 

the thraldom of i n t e r e s t " l i k e w i s e became a f a v o r i t e Nazi 

expedient, worthy of being i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o the "Twenty-

E i v e P o i n t " P a r t y Program.(2) The Na z i p a r t y , however, 

soon abandoned Eeder's o r i g i n a l economic program. I t had 

served i t s purpose of g a i n i n g the support of t h e masses. 

Now t h a t , by the grace and p r o v i d e n c e of i n d u s t r y and 

f i n a n c e - c a p i t a l , N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m h e l d the r e i n s of 

power^ Eeder's a n t i - c a p i t a l i s t i d e a s , a l o n g w i t h h i s Cor­

p o r a t e s t a t e i d e a l , and h i s i n f l a t i o n a r y " E e d e r g e l d " (a 

s o c i a l c r e d i t scheme),were r e l e g a t e d to the limbo of prac­

t i c a l i m p o s s i b i l i t i e s . 

A p h i l o s o p h i c a l b a s i s f o r n a t i o n a l i s t i c s o c i a l i s m 

(1) c f . Schumann, The Na z i D i c t a t o r s h i p , (N.Y. 1935) 
pp.117-119 

(2) Eeder, G o t t f r i e d , Das Program d e r N.S.D.A.P. (Munich; 
Eher, 1933) pp.134-136 . 
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q u i t e unconnected w i t h the romantic r a d i c a l i s m of the f o r e ­

g o i n g t h e o r i s t s was c r e a t e d "by the e r u d i t e Oswald Spengler. 

In h i s famous 'magnum opus' "The D e c l i n e of the W e s t " ( l ) he 

gave a s e n s a t i o n a l l y f a t a l i s t i c and p e s s i m i s t i c view of 

w o r l d h i s t o r y . He h i m s e l f , however, remained a d e f i a n t "be­

l i e v e r i n the m i l i t a n t m i s s i o n of P r u s s i a n i s m , i n which he 

envisaged the t r u e model f o r a German S o c i a l i s m . ( 3 ) Con­

temptuous of b o t h democracy and r a d i c a l i s m , Spengler p r e d i c ­

ted t h a t western c i v i l i z a t i o n would end i n Caesarism. He 

was an o u t s t a n d i n g proponent of the C o r p o r a t e S t a t e based 

on P r u s s i a n a r i s t o c r a t i c r u l e and a r i g i d h i e r a r c h y . In 

s p i t e of the f a c t t h a t :many of h i s i d e a s have much i n com­

mon w i t h N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y , S pengler was never a 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t . . His s o c i a l i d e a l i s m soon found i t s e l f 

i n c o n f l i c t w i t h the n i h i l i s t i c r a d i c a l i s m and romantic 

r a c i a l i s m of Nazidom and he became/ as Greenwood remarks, 

"one of the most s c a t h i n g opponents of N a t i o n a l Socia,lism'!.i3) 

S p e n g l e r saw o n l y too c l e a r l y t h a t N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m was not 

the P r u s s i a n S o c i a l i s m which he had h e l d up as t h e i d e a l of 

the Germany of the f u t u r e . 

"Whether F r i e d e r i c h N i e t z s c h e can j u s t l y be a s s o c i a ­

t e d w i t h N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s e x t r e m e l y d i s p u t a b l e . Rosen-

(1) S p e n g l e r , Der Untergang des Abendlandes (Munichj 1923) 
(2) S p e n g l e r , Preussentum und S o z i a l i s m u s (Munich, 1934) 
(3) Greenwood, The German R e v o l u t i o n , (London, 1934) p.235 

c f . Spengler,. The Hour of D e c i s i o n (N.Y. Knopf, 1934) 



"berg, i t i s t r u e , makes the c l a i m t h a t N i e t z s c h e vras one of 

i t s "genuine f o r e r u n n e r s " , "but i t i s more p l a u s i b l e to con­

s i d e r him o n l y a prophet, not a p r e d e c e s s o r , of the move­

ment. Spengler, h i m s e l f a N i e t z s c h e a n , contends t h a t 

N i e t z s c h e was a S o c i a l i s t w i t h o u t knowing i t , t h a t h i s i n ­

s t i n c t s were s o c i a l i s t i c , p r a c t i c a l . . . . d i r e c t e d t o the 

w e l f a r e of mankind. There i s a d m i t t e d l y some measure of 

t r u t h i n t h i s c o n t e n t i o n i f we accept S p e n g l e r ' s d e f i n i t i o n 

of e t h i c a l S o c i a l i s m as " t h e F a u s t i a n w o r l d - f e e l i n g "become 

i r r e l i g i o u s " , t h e "system of w i l l t o power", the "sentiment 

of a c t i o n a t a d i s t a n c e " , and " t h e r o o t - f e e l i n g of Care f o r 

the. futux ve" . (1) On the other hand, N i e t z s c h e from h i s 

l o f t y a r i s t o c r a t i c v i e w p o i n t f e l t o n l y the deepest a v e r s i o n 

to M a r x i a n S o c i a l i s m w i t h i t s e g a l i t a r i a n i d e a l s b o r n of 

envy and resentment. Perhaps he was a S o c i a l i s t i n s p i t e 

of h i m s e l f , but he was hardily a N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t , f o r i t 

appears q u i t e i m p o s s i b l e t o f i t h i s i n d i v i d u a l i s t e t h i c s 

i n t o an a u t h o r i t a r i a n scheme. H i s r e p u d i a t i o n of r a c i a l i s m 

and n a t i o n a l i s m p r e c l u d e s t h e p o s s i b i l i t y of making him r e ­

s p o n s i b l e f o r a " V o l k i s c h e Weltanschauung" (a n a t i o n a l i s t i c 

p h i l o s o p h y ) . I f he foresaw the C o r p o r a t i v e S t a t e of C a p i ­

t a l i s t s o c i e t y and t h e coming' of t h e Cyclopaens, as Speng­

l e r m a i n t a i n s , he was not even a good p r o p h e t , a t l e a s t as 

(1) S p e n g l e r , D e c l i n e of the West, ( t r a n s l . by C.P.Atkinson, 
N.Y. 1939) Vol-.11, pp.347,359,362,370 



40 

f a r as N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s concerned. The Corporate 

S t a t e was never r e a l i z e d i n the T h i r d R e i c h , and as f o r the 

Nazi Cyclopaens, i t seems t h a t they are merely i d o l s w i t h 

c l a y f e e t . 

I t i s obvious t h a t i n such a l e n g t h y l i s t of near 

and d i s t a n t r e l a t i v e s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , many w i l l be 

genuine f o r e - r u n n e r s . Among t h e l a t t e r I would i n c l u d e 

F r i e d e r i c h L i s t M o e l l e r van den Eruck, P a u l de Lagarde and 

G o t t f r i e d Feder. The o t h e r s , p a r t i c u l a r l y N i e t z s c h e and 

Spe n g l e r , c o n t r i b u t e d to some as p e c t s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t 

i d e o l o g y , but on the whole t h e i r p h i l o s o p h y i n i t s funda­

mental i s s u e s does not correspond t o the r a c i a l p h i l o s o p h y 

of Nazidom. 



" N e i t h e r n e c e s s i t y nor decree -
. . - nay, the l o v e of power i s the . 

demon of mankind." 
N e i t z s c h e 

Dawn of Day, B k . I I I No.206 

Chapter VI.. 

THE CHARISMA OS LEADERSHIP. 

The c e n t r a l p o l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l ­

ism i s t h a t of l e a d e r s h i p . This p r i n c i p l e i s the d i r e c t 

r e s u l t of the " b e l i e f t h a t i n p o l i t i c s human natu r e i s fund­

a m e n t a l l y i n s t i n c t i v e and i r r a t i o n a l and t h e r e f o r e i n need 

of p e r s o n a l a u t h o r i t y and c o e r c i v e s a n c t i o n . The j u s t i f i ­

c a t i o n of t h e l e a d e r s h i p p r i n c i p l e cannot t h e r e f o r e he de­

r i v e d from any r a t i o n a l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t e x p r e s s i v e of 

the p e o p l e . I t i s "based w h o l l y on r a c i a l and c h a r i s m a t i c 

r a t h e r than on l e g a l or p o l i t i c a l presumptions. A c c o r d i n g 

to. N a z i i d e o l o g y , the . r i g h t of the ^highest r a c e i m p l i e s 

t h a t the h i g h e s t , r a c i a l elements w i t h i n the n a t i o n a r e 

d e s t i n e d t o r u l e . Superhuman powers and q u a l i t i e s c o n s t i ­

t u t e the r i g h t t o l e a d e r s h i p and i t i s the duty of the or­

gan i z e d n a t i o n a l community t o h e l p the h i g h e s t , the most 

c r e a t i v e men to v i c t o r y . Though N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t i d e o l o ­

gy i s anx i o u s t o deny i t , i t i s obvious t h a t t h e Leader i s 

i n r e a l i t y an a b s o l u t e d i c t a t o r , a t r u e demagogue i n the 

c l a s s i p a l as, w e l l as i n the modern sense. He i s the p o l i t ­

i c a l l i n k between s t a t e , p e o p l e and p a r t y 4 l i t e . I n him 

the t h r e e f u n c t i o n s of government are u n i t e d : he i s supreme 



42 

l e g i s l a t o r , supreme a d m i n i s t r a t o r and supreme i n f a l l i b l e 

judge. 

I t would.'be'an-, o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n t o c h a r a c t e r i z e 

the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t p r i n c i p l e of l e a d e r s h i p as P r u s s i a n , 

a l t h o u g h i t must be a d m i t t e d t h a t i t r e v e a l s some t y p i c a l 

P r u s s i a n t r a i t s . Greenwood p o i n t s out t h a t i n a l a r g e 

measure German Faschism i s a movement of n o n - P r u s s i a n Ger­

mans a g a i n s t the, domination,of P r u s s i a n i s m i The P r u s s i a n 

idee, of l e a d e r s h i p i s i n essence the H e g e l i a n s u b o r d i n a t i o n 

of i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r e s t s to the i d e a of one moral a u t h o r i t y . 

The i n d i v i d u a l remains u n p o l i t i c a l . N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , 

however, goes beyond t h i s H e g e l i a n or P r u s s i a n c o n c e p t i o n . 

H i t l e r wants more than mere obedience t o c o n s t i t u t e d author 

i t y ; he demands a c t i v e c o - o p e r a t i o n . I n h i s t o t a l i t a r i a n 

s t a t e t h e r e i s no p l a c e f o r the u n p o l i t i c a l p erson. The 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t aim i s to e s t a b l i s h a h i e r a r c h y of p o l i t 

i c a l l e a d e r s h i p analogous t o the h i e r a r c h i c m i l i t a r y organ­

i z a t i o n of the P r u s s i a n army. Thus: the h i e r a r c h i c a l s t r u c ­

t u r e of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s the p o l i t i c a l embodiment of 

t h e P r u s s i a n p r i n c i p l e of " a u t h o r i t y from the t o p down and 

• r e s p o n s i b i l i t y from th e bottom up'!. 

H i t l e r however i s not merely the p o l i t i c a l " l e a d e r 

of the people" but a l s o the c h i e f engineer of the p o l i t i c a l 

machine w i t h i t s dogmas, i t s r i t u a l s , i t s b u r e a u c r a t i c o r ­

g a n i z a t i o n . He i s not merely a modern autocrat.,/ he i s the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y c o n d o t t i e r e of the armed band, the c h a r i s -
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matic s a v i o u r of the n a t i o n , the demi-god of m i l i t a n t the­

ocracy. A c c o r d i n g t o H i t l e r the r o l e of the F u h r e r i s 

"basic t o N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . In o p p o s i t i o n t o the democra­

t i c p r i n c i p l e of the anonymous " m a j o r i t y of s t u p i d i t y " , he 

proposes to s e t up t h e p r i n c i p l e of p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

and. l e a d e r s h i p "by the " b e s t heads" . . These ""best heads" 

c o n s t i t u t e not so much an a r i s t o c r a c y of the i n t e l l e c t as 

an a r i s t o c r a c y of w i l l . P l a t o would have c a l l e d t h i s type 

of government the " t i m o r c r a t i c s t a t e " , the r u l e of the 

" s p i r i t e d " r a t h e r than the r u l e of the w i s e . " R u t h l e s s 

w i l l t o power" - t h a t i s the dominant c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 

modern t y r a n t and the s e c r e t of h i s s u c c e s s . 

We have seen t h a t the l e a d e r s h i p p r i n c i p l e cannot 

"be e x p l a i n e d ' on l e g a l or c o n s t i t u t i o n a l grounds. I t s riatAi-re 
i s b e s t d e s c r i b e d as c h a r i s m a t i c , founded on r a c i a l myth 

and r e l i g i o u s - b e l i e f . The b e l i e f i n the charisma of d i v i n e 

k i n g s h i p i s as o l d as h i s t o r y i t s e l f . I t u n d e r l i e s the 

c h a r i s m a t i c c h a r a c t e r of t h e M e s s i a h i n the Old Testament, 

as w e l l as t h a t of the d i v u s Augustus of I m p e r i a l Rome. 

Bot h Barbarossa. and P r i e d e r i c h I I of Hofeenstauf en were r e ­

garded as p e r s o n i f i e d gods. I t s u r v i v e d u n t i l comparative­

l y r e c e n t times i n - the c h a r i s m a t i c c o n s t r u c t i o n of the " d i - . 

v i n e r i g h t of k i n g s " . But the c l o s e s t analogues to the 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t i d e a of l e a d e r s h i p a r e t h e L u t h e r a n , and 

more p a r t i c u l a r l y the G a l v i n i s t , d o c t r i n e s which o f f e r e d an 

i r r a t i o n a l j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r t h e u n l i m i t e d s o v e r i g n a u t h o r ­

i t y of the s t a t e . L u t h e r ' s c h a r i s m a t i c d o c t r i n e however 
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i n v o l v e d a d u a l i s m "between freedom of c o n s c i e n c e and out­

ward s u b s e r v i e n c e - I t was C a l v i n ' s d o c t r i n e of t h e pre­

e l e c t i o n of man t o g r a c e , with, i t s outward c r i t e r i o n of 

s u c c e s s , t h a t i m p l i e d t h a t the s u c c e s s f u l man must be obeyed. 

The e s t a b l i s h e d o r d e r i s i p s o f a c t o of d i v i n e r i g h t . The 

s t a t e i s n e c e s s a r i l y a c o e r c i v e i n s t i t u t i o n and s a n c t i t y ex­

tends to a l l persons i n the h i e r a r c h y of t h e s t a t e . There 

are other remarkable p o i n t s of s i m i l a r i t y between the C a l -

v i n i s t t h e o c r a t i c s t a t e and H i t l e r ' s t o t a l i t a r i a n one. 

C a l v i n ' s e t h i c s were e s s e n t i a l l y an e t h i c s of a c t i o n com­

p a r a b l e t o N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t dynamics. His t h e o r y of pre­

d e s t i n a t i o n i n v o l v e d a b e l i e f i n a cosmic system of q u a s i -

m i l i t a c y d i s c i p l i n e . H i s d o c t r i n e of f o r e - o r d i n a t i o n was 

the mandate to r u l e f or t h e c l e r i c a l o l i g a r c h y , whose power 

was h a r d l y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e and p r a c t i c a l l y u n l i m i t e d . I n 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m c h a r i s m a t i c l e a d e r s h i p and o r g a n i z a t i o n 

became a conscious d e v i c e to a b o l i s h e q u a l i t y and s u b s t i ­

t u t e a h i e r a r c h i c a l o r d e r , wherein f a i t h and obedience, not 

reason and t r u e r e s p o n s i b i l i t y were the r e a l motive f o r c e s . 

In view of these s t r i k i n g s i m i l a r i t i e s ( 1 ) we a r e , I b e l i e v e , 

j u s t i f i e d i n r e g a r d i n g C a l v i n ' s t h e o c r a c y i n Geneva, as the 

embryo of the t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e of today-

A genuine f o r e r u n n e r of the c h a r i s m a t i c c o n e e p t i o n 

of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t l e a d e r s h i p was the p h i l o s o p h e r F i c h t e . 

(1) c f r ^ Neumann, Behemoth, pp.93-96 
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He p r e d i c t e d t h e coming of " t h e c o n s t r a i n i n g l o r d i n s t a l l e d 

by God, o n l y f o r m a l l y a t y r a n t and u r s u r p e r • . . a l o r d 

c o n s t r a i n i n g t o Germandom . . . c o n s t r a i n i n g a l l beneath 

the dominion of a h i g h e r i n s ight.'! (1) 

One of t h e most e r u d i t e exponents of modern d i c t a ­

t o r s h i p was t h e post-war German philo s o p h e r . O s w a l d Spengler 

(1880-1956). He advocated a r e t u r n t o "Caesarism" because 

t h i s form of government was most s u i t e d to the German char­

a c t e r and because a s t r o n g P r u s s i a n i z e d s t a t e was i m p o s s i ­

b l e w i t h o u t i t . He d e s c r i b e d t h i s Caesarism as " t h e way of 

government which d e s p i t e a l l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l f o r m u l a t i o n i s 

once more w h o l l y f o r m l e s s i n i t s i n n e r being . . . a r e t u r n 

i n t o the p r i m i t i v e . The powers of the b l o o d , the p r i m e v a l , 

growing, g e r m i n a t i n g f o r c e s of l i f e . . . enter once more 

i n t o t h e i r a,ncient mastery. Race breaks f o r t h pure and i r ­

r e s i s t i b l e : the success of the s t r o n g e s t and the r e s t as 

prey. I t s e i z e s t h e governance of the w o r l d , and the realm 

of books and problems becomes t o r p i d or s i n k s i n t o o b l i v ­

i o n . " (2) 

L i k e the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t p r i n c i p l e of l e a d e r ­

s h i p , t h e r e l a t e d d o c t r i n e of the e l i t e i s based on m y t h i ­

c a l and b i o l o g i c a l presumptions. In the f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r 

we s h a l l b r i e f l y a n a l y z e the Nazi c o n c e p t i o n and attempt t o 

d i s c o v e r some of the p r i n c i p l e f o r e r u n n e r s of the d o c t r i n e . 

(1) Quoted i n Rauschning, The R e v o l u t i o n of N i h i l i s m , p.^&l 
(2) S p e n g l e r , 0.,The D e c l i n e of the West, v o l . 1 1 pp.541-542 



"Nothing commits the e l i t e - no 
p h i l o s o p h y , no e t h i c a l s t a n d a r d . 
The r e v o l u t i o n a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p i s 
a new type i n i t s c y n i c a l , u n p r i n ­
c i p l e d p o l i c y of v i o l e n c e . " 

Rauschning, 
Re v o l . o f N i h i l i s m , p.20 

Chapter V I I . 

• THE NAZI ELITE - APOSTLES OF VIOLENCE. 

As has "been p o i n t e d out i n a p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r , the 

l e a d e r s of the t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e , the p a r t y e l i t e , were 

r e c r u i t e d f o r the most p a r t from the r a d i c a l group of war 

v e t e r a f t s , who had "become f a n a t i c a l " t r e n c h - s o c i a l i s t s " 

eager t o d e s t r o y the e x i s t i n g o r d e r of t h i n g s . T his 

m i l i t i a , of " i r r e g u l a r s " had been unable to be r e i n s t a t e d 

i n t o a normal c i v i l i a n l i f e and had d e c i d e d t o become p o l i t ­

i c a l c o n d o t t i e r i w i t h one o b j e c t i v e — t o t a l permanent revo­

l u t i o n . E s s e n t i a l l y a "Kampfbund"'*, a f i g h t i n g l e a g u e , the 

N azi e l i t e from the s t a r t was c h a r a c t e r i z e d by i t s m i l i t a r y 

d i s c i p l i n e , i t s r u t h l e s s w i l l t o power, i t s amoral, inhuman 

p o l i c y of v i l i f i c a t i o n and v i o l e n c e . I n s p i r e d by a r a b i d 

f a n a t i c i s m and a b l i n d f a i t h i n t h e i r h i s t o r i c m i s s i o n , the 

' e l i t e aimed at the complete r e v o l u t i o n i z i n g of t h e t e c h ­

nique of government and the c o n t i n u o u s dominance of the 

masses by f o r c e , t e r r o r and propaganda. 

B a s i c t o t h e e l i t e i d e o l o g y i s t h e d o c t r i n e of v i o ­
l e n c e , of d i r e c t a c t i o n . This c o n s t i t u t e s the dynamic of 
the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t r e v o l u t i o n , t h e s e c r e t of i t s 



s t r e n g t h . I t i s N i e t z s c h e ' s " - w i l l to power" on a t r u l y 

M a c h i a v e l l i a n b a s i s . The Nazi e l i t e i s d e f i n i t e l y charac­

t e r i z e d "by the e s s e n t i a l immoralism of i t s methods. In 

p r i n c i p l e the l e a d e r s a r e bound by ho p h i l o s o p h y , by no 

s o c i a l e t h i c s . P h i l o s o p h y and e t h i c s a re f o r the e l i t e 

m e rely an i n d i s p e n s a b l e e f f e c t i v e means of a c h i e v i n g domin­

a t i o n over the masses and r e t a i n i n g t h a t d omination. 

There i s r a f o r m i d a b l e l i s t of t h i n k e r s who have i n 

g r e a t e r or l e s s e r degree c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e d o c t r i n e of the 

e l i t e and the d o c t r i n e of v i o l e n c e . S e v e r a l of th e s e , par­

t i c u l a r l y M a c h i a v e l l i , S o r e l , and Pareto a re i n t i m a t e l y 

connected w i t h I t a l i a n Easc^ism. Except f o r M a c h i a v e l l i , 

t h e i r c o n n e c t i o n w i t h N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m i s more e l u s i v e , 

though i t i s by no means improbable t h a t they have i n d i ­

r e c t l y e x e r t e d some i n f l u e n c e on Na z i i d e o l o g y . Eor t h a t 

reason they w i l l r e c e i v e c u r s o r y a t t e n t i o n i n t h i s study. 

j ^ p l f H i t l e r once c l a i m e d t h a t he not only read but 

s t u d i e d M a c h i a v e l l i ' s " P r i n c e " and c o n s i d e r e d i t a book 

t h a t i s " s i m p l y i n d i s p e n s a b l e f o r every p o l i t i c i a n . " " I 

have," he bo a s t e d , "no o b j e c t i o n t o d e s c r i b i n g myself as a 

d i s c i p l e of M a c h i a v e l l i . " ( 1 ) This p o l i t i c a l t h e o r i s t had 

been the f i r s t t h i n k e r t o advocate f o r c e as a means of 

s o c i a l c o h e s i o n and t o te a c h the p o l i t i c a l v a l u e of appeal 

to t h e lo w e r i n s t i n c t s of man. C e r t a i n l y H i t l e r has proved. 

(1) Rauschning, H i t l e r Speaks, pp.267 and 271 



a most f a i t h f u l d i s c i p l e . Who i n h i s t o r y has ever u t i l i z e d 

the "baser i n s t i n c t s of man w i t h such d i a b o l i c a l c l e v e r n e s s ? 

Who so c o n s i s t e n t l y employed d e c e p t i o n as an instrument of 

n a t i o n a l p o l i c y , r e s e r v i n g the whip, the dagger, the sword 

to t e r r o r i z e , subdue and a n n i h i l a t e ? I t was w i t h H i t l e r 

t h a t M a c h i a v e l l i f s p o l i t i c a l c o u n s e l " t o combine the 

h y p o c r i s y of the f o x w i t h the courage of the l i o n " was t o 

assume the p r o p o r t i o n s of grand p o l i t i c a l s t r a t e g y . 

Another p o l i t i c a l t h e o r i s t , p r o b a b l y unknown t o 

H i t l e r but not t o M u s s o l i n i , i s A l f r e d P a r e t o , whose b a s i c 

c o n t e n t i o n was t h a t v a l u e s are not amenable t o s c i e n c e , or 

to p o l i t i c s . He t h e r e f o r e championed an i r r a t i o n l i s t and 

r e l a t i v i s t e t h i c s , d i s c a r d e d both o b j e c t i v i t y and unive r e ; 

s a l i t y of m o r a l s . A more o r i g i n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n was h i s 

c o n c e p t i o n of the " c i r c u l a t i o n of the e l i t e " , a c y c l e i n 

which p o l i t i c a l cunning and v i o l e n c e c o n s t a n t l y a l t e r n a t e d 

i n the b a t t l e of power. Contemptuous of both democracy and 

h u m a n i t a r i a n i s m , P a r e t o l a i d s p e c i a l emphasis en t h e v a l u e 

of v i o l e n c e and d e c e i t as p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n t s . 

I t i s Georges S o r e l , however, the g r e a t F r e n c h syn­

d i c a l i s t , who has-.merited t h e t i t l e of " p h i l o s o p h e r of v i o ­

l e n c e par e x c e l l e n c e " • ( 1 ) A m i l i t a n t a n t i - i n t e l l e c t u a l i s t , 

S o r e l i n t e r p r e t e d B e r g s o n i a n i n t u i t i o n i n terms of a 

( l ) c f . Neumann, S., Permanent R e v o l u t i o n , pp.163-164; 
a l s o 138,238 
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f a c u l t y of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n and ma i n t a i n e d t h a t o n l y i r ­

r a t i o n a l f o r c e s c o u l d c o n t r o l s o c i e t y . Only "by means of a 

b i o l o g i c a l e l i t e employing b o t h myth and v i o l e n c e c o u l d a 

v i r i l e c i v i l i z a t i o n be i n a u g u r a t e d . 

whether the d o c t r i n e of Sor e l and Pareto had a d i ­

r e c t b e a r i n g on Na z i e l i t e i d e o l o g y remains p r o b l e m a t i c a l . 

So much i s c e r t a i n t h a t t h e Nazis had a demonstraticr: ad 

oculos of the g o s p e l of v i o l e n c e i n the p r a c t i c e s of the 

of the F a s c h i s t R e v o l u t i o n . I n any case the t h e o r y of the 

a p o s t l e s of v i o l e n c e a d m i r a b l y f i t t e d the N a z i p a t t e r n . 

But t h e r e i s no n e c e s s i t y f o r s e e k i n g f o r e i g n w r i t e r s to 

e x p l a i n the o r i g i n of N a z i i d e o l o g y . S e v e r a l Y/ell-known 

German t h i n k e r s have e x a l t e d the use of f o r c e and d e c e i t 

as p o l i t i c a l e x p e d i e n c i e s . 

N i e t z s c h e , i n p a r t i c u l a r , has been i n t i m a t e l y 

l i n k e d w i t h the N a z i i d e o l o g y of e l i t e , v i o l e n c e and war. 

At f i r s t g l a n c e i t seems f a i r l y obvious t h a t H i t l e r ' s 

a p o t h e o s i s of " t h e e t e r n a l p r i v i l e g e of f o r c e - a n d strength".]^) 

has a remarkable a f f i n i t y t o N i e t z s c h e ' s " W i l l - t o - P o w e r " , 

the i d e a of t h e superman and the-concept of a master-

m o r a l i t y . Moreover, N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m has d e c l a r e d i t s e l f 

v i t a l l y and d i r e c t l y bound t o the p o s t - p h i l o s o p h e r of S i I s -

M a r i a . But i t must not be f o r g o t t e n t h a t f o r N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s m N i e t z s c h e ' s N i h i l i s m and Immoralism s e r v e d , l i k e 

(1) H i t l e r , Mein Kampf, p.458 
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numerous other isms, as u s e f u l p o l i t i c a l d e v i c e s t o ensure 

the v i c t o r y of the r e v o l u t i o n . To t h a t endhis d o c t r i n e s 

were e x p l o i t e d w i t h t y p i c a l German thoroughness, and w i t h 

no l e s s t y p i c a l N a z i u n s c r u p u l o u s n e s s . N i e t z s c h e ' s g r e a t 

fame and p o p u l a r i t y l e n t the needed p r e s t i g e to the N a t i o n ­

a l S o c i a l i s t "Wektanschauung" which s a d l y l a c k e d a proper 

p h i l o s o p h e r . H i s f o r c e f u l s t y l e and r e v o l u t i o n a r y pathos 

l e n t the i n t e l l e c t u a l and emoti o n a l dynamite needed by the 

r e v o l u t i o n of n i h i l i s m . What German p h i l o s o p h e r was b e t t e r 

s u i t e d than the man who boasted t h a t he " p h i l o s o p h i z e d w i t h 

the hammer'!? Needless to say, however, the N a z i s c a r e f u l l y 

censored the new p o p u l a r e d i t i o n , s u p p r e s s i n g a l l s t a t e ­

ments not i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e i r b e l i e f s . N i e t z s c h e , l i k e 

every one e l s e , was " g l e i c h g e s c h a l t e t " , made to toe the 

l i n e . 

The p l a i n t r u t h , however, as t h a t N i e t z s c h e was 

a n y t h i n g but a N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t . I f he was a S o c i a l i s t , 

he c e r t a i n l y was not a n a t i o n a l i s t i c , i m p e r i a l i s t i c one. 

There i s a w o r l d of d i f f e r e n c e between h i s p h i l o s o p h i z i n g 

w i t h a hammer and t h e N a z i i d e a l of " t h i n k i n g w i t h one' s 

b l o o d " . N i e t z s c h e was f i r s t and foremost an a r i s t o c r a t of 

thought• H is p h i l o s o p h y was too h i g h l y i n d i v i d u a l i s t i c t o 

f i t i n t o any t o t a l i t a r i a n or a u t h o r i t a r i a n p a t t e r n . H i s 

p h i l o s o p h y was not a p h i l o s o p h y f o r the masses. He never 

d e s i r e d a g e n e r a l a d o p t i o n of h i s b e l i e f s . Moreover, and I 

t h i n k t h i s i s a d e c i s i v e p o i n t , N i e t z s c h e ' s p h i l o s o p h y was 
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e s s e n t i a l l y an a r t i s t ' s p h i l o s o p h y , ( 1 ) the t r a g i c p h i l o s o -

i phy of the D i o n y s i a n , not the p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o p h y of the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y . True, i t d i d c o n t a i n a n i h i l i s t i c , anar­

c h i s t i c a s p e c t . He h i m s e l f c o n s i d e r e d i t "a t e r r i b l e ex­

p l o s i v e i m p e r i l i n g ; . a l l t h i n g s " . (2) But a g a i n i t s purpose 

was e s s e n t i a l l y e t h i c a l - to c l e a r t h e p a t h f o r the p h i l o s ­

ophers of the f u t u r e , the c r e a t o r s of new v a l u e s . F o r a l l 

h i s n i h i l i s m of reason, he p r i d e d h i m s e l f on being the con­

queror of n i h i l i s m , t h e . g r e a t yea-sayer, the great a f f i r m e r 

of the h e r o i c i d e a l . He g l o r i f i e d the w i l l - t o - p o w e r , but 

i t i s extremely d o u b t f u l whether he ever a d v i s e d b r u t e 

f o r c e . Moreover, h i s w i l l - t o - p o w e r i s a p h i l o s o p h i c , hot a 

p o l i t i c a l , much l e s s a m i l i t a r y concept. Analogous t o 

Bergs on's " e l a n v i t a l " , i t r e p r e s e n t s a g e n e r a l i z a t i o n syn­

onymous w i t h l i f e , the urge t o mould s o c i e t y , t o determine 

the c o n d i t i o n s of l i f e on e a r t h . Sometimes, t o o , i t i s 

e q u i v a l e n t t o the " W i l l t o T r u t h " i n the N i e t z s c h e a n sense. 

S i m i l a r l y h i s h e r o i c i d e a l of the "Superman", and of Zara-

t h u s t r a , the prophet and f o r e r u n n e r of that i d e a l , a r e c 

c r e a t o r s of v a l u e s , a r t i s t s and l a w - g i v e r s , not r e v o l u ­

t i o n a r y t y r a n t s and i m p e r i a l i s t i c c o n q u i s t a d o r e s . 

I t i s t r u e t h a t some elements of h i s works, espec­

i a l l y the d o c t r i n e of the s u b j u g a t i o n of the herd by the 

mas t e r s , the r e l a t i v i t y of m o r a l s , the r o l e of the e l i t e 

(1) c f . N i e t z s c h e , Ecce Homo, p.149 
(2) N i e t z s c h e , Ecce Homo, \ 3 



and the val u e of u n t r u t h , hear an outward resem­

b l a n c e to t h e i r Nazi c o u n t e r p a r t s . The Nazis have made 

much p o l i t i c a l c a p i t a l out of t h i s . I t i s , however, a 

na i v e assumption to see i n the N a z i r e v o l u t i o n a r y or the 

Aryan r a c e the r e a l i z a t i o n of N i e t z s c h e ' s "Superman". 

Spengler r i g h t l y p o i n t s out t h a t h i s t h e o r y of the Super­

man i s "pure e s c a t o l o g y - a c a s t l e i n the a i r " . ( 1 ) 

N i e t z s c h e h i m s e l f d e s c r i b e s the Superman as merely h i s 

i d e a l of " t h e most t h o r o u g h l y w e l l - c o n s t i t u t e d t y p e " ( 2 ) , 

supreme as t h i n k e r , c r e a t o r of v a l u e s , and r e l i g i o u s 

g e n i u s . What had t h i s i d e a l i n common w i t h a Storm-Trooper 

or a B l a c k S h i r t ? 

N i e t z s c h e ' s e l i t e , on t h e c o n t r a r y , was an a r i s ­

t o c r a c y of the i n t e l l e c t , not of b l o o d . H i s f u t u r e p h i l ­

osophers, "the b r i d g e s t o the superman", were not p o l i t i ­

c a l b l a c k g u a r d s a c t i n g w i t h r u t h l e s s l u s t f o r conquest and 

unscrupulous t y r a n n y . T h e i r t a s k , as he envisaged i t , was 

" t o f i x the h i e r a r c h y of v a l u e s which were t o c o n s t r a i n 

m i l l e n i u r n s t o take new paths'^toward a h i g h e r humanity. 

This i d e a l he p l a c e d over and a g a i n s t the decadent i d e a l s 

of the C h r i s t i a n s a i n t and t h e Schopenhauerian p e s s i m i s t . 

F o r t h i s r e a s o n he was uncompromisingly opposed t o the 

" h e r d - m o r a l i t y " of b o t h C h r i s t i a n i t y and democracy as w e l l 

(1) S p e n g l e r , D e c l i n e of the West, V o l . 1 1 , p.362 
(2) N i e t z s c h e , Ecce Homo, 28 
(5) N i e t z s c h e , Genealogy of M o r a l s , 117, c f . Beyond Good 

and E v i l , V.sec .203 



as to the "autonomous herd" of p r o l e t a r i a n s o c i a l i s m . In 

a l l t hese forms he saw the g r e a t o b s t a c l e to the r e a r i n g 

of a h i g h e r , n o b l e r type. I n a l l of them he saw a danger­

ous s l a v e - i n s u r r e c t i o n of mora l s , i n s p i r e d by h a t r e d , r e ­

sentment and the d e n i a l of t h e w i l l to l i v e , — i n a word, 

the t r i u m p h of N i h i l i s m . I n b o t h democracy and s o c i a l i s m 

he foresaw the p o s s i b l e d e g e n e r a t i o n of mankind i n t o p i g ­

mies of equal r i g h t s , and "an i n v o l u n t a r y arrangement f o r 

the r e a r i n g of t y r a n t s " . ( l ) "The herd," he p r e d i c t e d , 

" w i l l r e q u i r e a master . . . as t h e y r e q u i r e t h e i r d a i l y 

bread." 

The g r e a t "Yea-Sayer" i s , I b e l i e v e , a l s o u n j u s t l y 

a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the N a z i t h e o r y of v i o l e n c e and w a r f a r e . 

True, f o r N i e t z s c h e , the dynamic m o r a l i s t , l i f e i s a b a t t l e 

grim, p i t i l e s s , w i t h o u t q u a r t e r . H i s i s no c o n v e n t i o n a l l y 

D a r w i n i a n s t r u g g l e f o r s u r v i v a l , but the b a t t l e - c r y f o r 

power and the e x t e n s i o n of power i n i t s most sublime sense. 

He confesses t h a t he i s e s s e n t i a l l y a w a r r i o r , a "man who 

needs t o be an enemy". War t o him, however, was an i n t e l ­

l e c t u a l , m o r a l a f f a i r . He i s no g l o r i f i e r of n a t i o n a l i s t i c 

i m p e r i a l i s t i c wars of a g g r e s s i o n and conquest. "Your war 

s h a l l you wage, and f o r t h e sake of y o ur thoughts"(2) i s 

the a d m o n i t i o n Z a r a t h u s t r a g i v e s t o h i s d i s c i p l e s . "Not 

(1) N i e t z s c h e , Beyohd Good and E v i l , V.sec.203 of sec.174 
(2) N i e t z s c h e , Thus Spake Z a r a t h u s t r a , P a r t I , ch.10 



f o r c i b l e new d i s t r i b u t i o n s , but g r a d u a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s of 

o p i n i o n a r e ne c e s s a r y , j u s t i c e i n a l l matters must become 

g r e a t e r , t h e i n s t i n c t f o r v i o l e n c e l e s s . " (1) T h i s was 

N i e t z s c h e ' s n o b l e c o n c e p t i o n of "grand p o l i t i c s , r a i s e d to 

the realm of s p i r i t u a l w a r f a r e " . I t has l i t t l e i n common 

w i t h t h e r u t h l e s s power p o l i t i c s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . 

H i s c o n c e p t i o n of a g r e a t statesman i s d i a m e t r i c a l l y op­

posed to t h e i d e a l of a modern d i c t a t o r . I n an i l l u m i n a t ­

i n g d i a l o g u e on the g r e a t statesman,(2) N i e t z s c h e ' s a n t i -

n a t i o n a l - s o c i a l i s t i d e a l i s r e v e a l e d : "Supposing," he 

w r i t e s , "a statesman were t o b r i n g h i s people i n t o the p o s i 

t i o n of b e i n g o b l i g e d t o p r a c t i s e 'high p o l i t i c s ' f o r which 

they were by n a t u r e b a d l y endowed and pre p a r e d , so t h a t 

they would have t o s a c r i f i c e t h e i r o l d and r e l i a b l e v i r t u e s 

out of l o v e t o a new and d o u b t f u l m e d i o c r i t y . . . suppos­

i n g such a statesman were to s t i m u l a t e the s l u m b e r i n g 

p a s s i o n s and a v i d i t i e s of t h i s people, were t o subvert 

t h e i r c o n s c i e n c e , make t h e i r minds narrow, and- t h e i r t a s t e s 

' n a t i o n a l ' - what! would such a statesman be g r e a t ? " 

" S t r o n g and mad! not g r e a t ! " That has been, and s t i l l i s , 

the c o n s i d e r e d v e r d i c t of many unbiased c r i t i c s of the 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t e l i t e , and i t may w e l l become the damn­

i n g v e r d i c t of the deluded German people themselves. 

(1) N i e t z s c h e , T w i l i g h t of I d o l s , p.76 et passim 
(2) N i e t z s c h e , Beyond Good and E v i l , $241, p.172 
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j Yes, N i e t z s c h e knew t h a t he was a f a t a l i t y , hut he 

i c o u l d s c a r c e l y have f o r e s e e n t h a t i t was t o he h i s f a t e to 

| he a s s o c i a t e d w i t h a n a t i o n a l - s o c i a l i B t r e v o l u t i o n of N i h i -

j l i s m . Indeed, The Germans are i n c u r a b l e i d e a l i s t s , 

j One of the most i n f l u e n t i a l poets of modern Germany 

| and a t h i n k e r f r e q u e n t l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m 

j i s S t e f a n George. As h i g h p r i e s t of the famous "George -

I C i r c l e " he r o m a n t i c i z e d the i d e a of the N i e t z s c h e a n super-

| man, the Georgean hero who puts h i s t r u s t i n f a i t h , not 

reason, i n b l o o d , not i n t e l l e c t . But n e i t h e r h i s m y s t i c a l 

c o n c e p t i o n of a c u l t u r e d e l i t e , nor h i s i r r a t i o n a l i s t 

e t h i c s s u f f i c e to make him a p r e c u r s o r of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t 

i d e o l o g y . His ideas were i n harmony w i t h the s p i r i t of the 

age but l a c k e d the r e v o l u t i o n a r y f i r e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the 

movement. L i k e S p e n g l e r he was never a N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t . 

The N a z i d o c t r i n e of the e l i t e and the use of f o r c e 

have a remarkable a f f i n i t y t o Spe n g l e r ' s c o n c e p t i o n of man 

as "a beast of prey". I n h i s b o o k l e t "Man and. T e c h n i c s " , ( 1 ) 

S p e n g l e r attempts to j u s t i f y h i s view t h a t man i s fundamen­

t a l l y a b r u t e who c o n s i d e r s the w o r l d as h i s p r e y . " I d e a l s 

are cowardice", the u n p r i n c i p l e d use of f o r c e i s the s e c r e t 

of s u c c e s s . Spengler»s contempt of the l a b o r i n g c l a s s , 

whom he c a l l s " the human vermin", h i s d e p r e c i a t i o n of i n ­

t e l l e c t and h i s e x a l t a t i o n of a c t i o n , f i n a l l y h i s i n s i s -

(1) S p e n g l e r , Man and T e c h n i c s , p.19 



tence on l e a d e r s h i p , h i e r a r c h i c o r g a n i z a t i o n and P r u s s i a n 

d i s c i p l i n e , have much i n common w i t h N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t 

i d e a l s . That he was never a f u l l - f l e d g e d N a t i o n a l S o c i a l ­

i s t i s due p a r t l y t o h i s r e j e c t i o n of the r a c i a l i d e o l o g y 

of Nazism, p a r t l y t o h i s P r u s s i a n a r i s t o c r a c y of s p i r i t 

which had o n l y t h e utmost contempt f o r the b a r b a r i a n r a d i ­

c a l i s m of the r e v o l u t i o n . N e v e r t h e l e s s , h i s profound pess­

imism and h i s pagan p o s i t i v i s m had c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e 

i n s h a p i n g the i d e o l o g i c a l presumptions of the N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s t Weltanschauung. He appears as a s p i r i t u a l god­

f a t h e r of Nazism r a t h e r than as one of i t s i n t e l l e c t u a l 

p r o g e n i t o r s , as a k i n d of l a t e P r u s s i a n "Knight of the woe­

f u l countenance", a Cassandra of the impending doom of 

European c i v i l i z a t i o n . 



57 

"The t o t a l s t a t e i m p l i e s continuous 
dynamics . . . the permanent revo­
l u t i o n . " 

Neumann, S. 
Permanent R e v o l u t i o n , p . v i i i . 

Chapter V I I I . 

THE NATURE AND A H E OE THE NAZI STATE. 

As a l r e a d y suggested i n a p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r , the 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t c o n c e p t i o n of the s t a t e i s an outgrowth 

of the r a c i a l Weltanschauung which p o s t u l a t e s u n l i m i t e d 

power over the n a t i o n and the complete s u b o r d i n a t i o n of 

the i n d i v i d u a l t o the r u l i n g e l i t e . The Nazi s t a t e i s 

a u t h o r i t a r i a n and t o t a l i t a r i a n , but not above i t s c r e a t o r 

and g u a r d i a n , the p a r t y . The p a r t y i t s e l f i s s o v e r e i g n and 

merely uses the s t a t e t o pursue i t s own ends; i t i s the 

L e v i a t h a n of the p o l i t i c a l machinery of the s t a t e , dominat-

i n g the l i f e of the nat i o n , m o b i l i z i n g i t f o r i t s supreme 

o b j e c t i v e s , war and the t o t a l r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of s o c i e t y . 

The t o t a l s t a t e i s a product of t o t a l war; c o n v e r s e l y the 

n a t u r e of t o t a l war determines the nature of the t o t a l i ­

t a r i a n s t a t e . Erom an economic p o i n t of view the t o t a l 

s t a t e i s n e i t h e r a c o r p o r a t e s t a t e nor S t a t e C a p i t a l i s m . 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t economics i s best d e s c r i b e d as a bureau--

c r a t i c c a p i t a l i s m , the p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l of a planned econ­

omy i n accordance w i t h p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y n e c e s s i t i e s . 

The r e l a t i o n s h i p between p a r t y and s t a t e i s not 

e a s i l y d e f i n e d . The p a r t y , though s o v e r e i g n , d i d not ab-



sorb t i i e s t a t e , but e x i s t e d as a s t a t e w i t h i n the s t a t e . 

I n this' d u a l s t a t e both p a r t y machinery and s t a t e burea-

c r a c y were r e t a i n e d , t h e one the p r o t a g o n i s t of the revo­

l u t i o n a r y aims, t h e other the e x e c u t o r of t r a d i t i o n a l 

governmental f u n c t i o n s , the " b e a r e r of the s p i r i t u a l goods 

of the V o l k " ( l ) as H i t l e r expressed i t . Except f o r a 

b r i e f i n t e r l u d e i n 1934 when H i t l e r attempted t o end the 

r e v o l u t i o n , t h e . s t a t e never i n Nazi i d e o l o g y r e c e i v e d the 

g l o r i f i c a t i o n c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of H e g e l i a n and P r u s s i a n 

p o l i t i c a l thought. I t i s t r u e t h a t f o r some t h e o r i s t s 

Hegel's i d e a of the s t a t e was h e l d up as the model f o r the 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t s t a t e . Other p o l i t i c a l t h i n k e r s even 

proposed t h a t the N a z i S t a t e was merely a f u r t h e r develop­

ment of the " R e c h t s s t a a t " (the l e g a l s t a t e ) of F r e d e r i c k I I 

of P r u s s i a . But these well-meant attempts were soon repu­

d i a t e d . As Neumann p o i n t s out, "the most i n f l u e n t i a l 

p o l i t i c a l t h e o r i s t s r e j e c t the H e g e l i a n p o l i t i c a l p h i l o s o ­

phy because i t g l o r i f i e s the s t a t e . " ( 2 ) A l f r e d Rosenberg, 

the p h i l o s o p h e r of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , i s outspokenly a n t i -

H e g e l i a n . (3) Nor does i t seem p o s s i b l e to f i t Hegel's 

p h i l o s o p h y i n t o the N a z i i d e o l o g y . Not o n l y d i d he abso­

l u t i z e t h e s t a t e as the h i g h e s t embodiment of reason w i t h ­

i n the h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s and a p o t h e o s i z e i t as the "March 

(1) H i t l e r , Mein Kampf. 
(2) Neumann, P., Behemoth, p.234 
(3) Rosenberg, Mythus, pp.525-527 
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of God through the •world", he f u r t h e r m o r e m a i n t a i n e d that 

the s t a t e has a l i f e , a w i l l , a p e r s o n a l i t y of i t s own, 

t h a t i t i s a b s o l u t e l y s o v e r e i g n , compared to which a l l i n ­

d i v i d u a l s are r e l a t e d . What had the H e g e l i a n s t a t e , t h i s 

" h i e r o g l y p h of reason"(1) and " r e a l i z a t i o n of freedom"(2) 

and m o r a l i t y to do w i t h the N a z i s t a t e reduced t o a s l a v e 

of the Nazi p a r t y ? F i n a l l y Hegel's S t a t e r e s t s on R e l i g i o n , 

i t s form and c o n s i t u t i o n i s determined by r e l i g i o n . ( 3 ) The 

Nazi s t a t e , however, i s based on t h e myth of r a c e and the 

g o s p e l of v i o l e n c e . Not Hegel's " i d e a of s p i r i t " or d i v i n e 

reason, but Rosenberg's i d e a of b l o o d and b r u t e f o r c e are 

the b a s i c p i l l a r s of the t o t a l s t a t e . 

H i t i e r l i k e w i s e r e j e c t e d the s t a t e and reduced i t 

to the s e r v a n t of the r a c i a l p e o p l e . "The s t a t e i s not our 

master, we (the p o l i t i c a l e l i t e ) a re the masters of the 

s t a t e , " H i t l e r d e c l a r e d . (4) Thus t h e s t a t e i s reduced t o a 

means to an end; i t no l o n g e r i s a moral concept or the 

r e a l i z a t i o n of an a b s o l u t e i d e a . Neumann sums- up Hegel's 

r e l a t i o n s h i p to Nazism by a s s e r t i n g t h a t "Hegel cannot be 

h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the p o l i t i c a l t h e o r y of N a t i o n a l 

S o c i a l i s m . E f f o r t s of H e g e l i a n s t o a d j u s t t h e i r master's 

t h e o r y to N a z i i d e o l o g y have f a i l e d . " ( 5 ) 

(1) Hegel, P h i l o s o p h y of H i s t o r y ( S e l e c t i o n s , i o w e n b e r g ) p . 4 5 0 
(2) I b i d . , p.388 
(3) I b i d . , pp.404-405 
(4) H i t l e r , Speech at Nurnberg, 8 t h Sept., 1934 
(5) Neumann, E., Behemoth, p.78 



The N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t c o n c e p t i o n of the s t a t e i s 

more j u s t l y t r a c e d hack t o the n a t i o n a l i s t i c p h i l o s o p h e r , 

Johann G o t t l i e b F i c h t e . I t i s he who p r o c l a i m e d t h a t the 

s t a t e e x i s t s e s s e n t i a l l y f o r t h e sake of the n a t i o n as con­

c e i v e d i n r a c i a l terms. F i c h t e l i k e w i s e a n t i c i p a t e d the 

Nazis i n a d v o c a t i n g n a t i o n a l economic a u t a r c h y and the sub­

o r d i n a t i o n of s c i e n c e t o r a c i o l o g i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s . 

Other f o r e r u n n e r s of the N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t concep­

t i o n of the s t a t e were d i s c u s s e d i n the c h a p t e r on N a t i o n a ­

l i s t i c S o c i a l i s m . 

An a n a l y s i s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t s t a t e i d e o l o g y 

would be incomplete without at l e a s t a c u r s o r y mention of 

i t s p o l i t i c a l aims. I t has t r u l y been s a i d t h a t the N a z i 

t o t a l i t a r i a n s t a t e i m p l i e s i m p e r i a l i s t expansion and the 

means; t h e r e t o —^' t o t a l war. A new m i l i t a r y s c i e n c e , known 

as G e o p o l i t i c s , was g r a f t e d i n t o the N a z i i d e o l o g y to 

r a t i o n a l i z e i t s f o r e i g n p o l i t i c a l aims. The l e a d i n g expo­

nent of t h i s s c h o o l of thought was General K a r l Haushofer, 

who r a i s e d the s c i e n c e of G e o p o l i t i c s to the s t a t u s of a 

"Weitanschuung" . Rosenberg s e i z e d upon t h i s s c i e n c e and 

t i e d i t i n w i t h h i s b a s i c concepts of a master r a c e , which 

was d e s t i n e d to e s t a b l i s h the r u l e of the w a r r i o r c a s t e 

throughout Europe. But the t r u e " f a t h e r of g e o p o l i t i c s " 

was not Haushofer, but the geographer F r i e d e r i c h R a t z e l , ( l ) 

(1) R a t z e l , F r •, Anthropogeographie, 1899 



who o r i g i n a t e d the concepts of "Lebensraum" and the laws of 

the growth of spaces and t h e " i n r o o t i n g " of the people i n 

the s o i l . I t was Rudolf K j e l l e n , however, who revamped 

R a t z e l ' s "anthropogeography" and p r o v i d e d the b r i d g e t o 

N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . ( 1 ) Other g e o p o l i t i c i a n s l i k e S i r H a l -

f o r d MacKinder and E r i e d e r i c h Naumann(E), who "both f o r m u l a ­

ted and developed the n o t i o n of a C e n t r a l Europe, c o n t r i b u ­

ted to the Nazi, p o l i c y of "Drang nach Osten" . Haushofer 

thus had a l i n e of i n t e l l e c t u a l f o r e r u n n e r s . I n h i s "Welt-

p o l i t i k von Heute"(3) he merely gave a l l these s t r a i n s 

t h e i r u l t i m a t e f o r m u l a t i o n . Subsequently another d i s c i p l e 

of t h e g e o p o l i t i c a l s c h o o l , Ewald Banse, i n h i s p o p u l a r 

"Wehrwissenschaft" r a i s e d the s c i e n c e of g e o p o l i t i c s to the 

rank of a " n a t i o n a l p h i l o s o p h y " of i m p e r i a l i s t expansion. 

That g e o p o l i t i c a l ideas seeped down t o the lower s t r a t a of 

the n a t i o n i s evidenced by t h e immense p o p u l a r i t y of such 

"novels as Hans Grimm's b e s t - s e l l e r " V o l k ohne Raum" (People 

without L i v i n g Space). But the Russians p r o b a b l y l e a r n e d 

more from Haushofer than H i t l e r and h i s g e n e r a l s , who 

seemed to have ov e r l o o k e d Haushofer's p r o p h e t i c a r t i c l e , 

"Space as a Weapon". Whatever the s c i e n t i f i c v a l u e of 

g e o p o l i t i c s , i t seems c e r t a i n t h a t the ideas of Haushofer 

(1) K j e l l e n , R., The S t a t e as L i v i n g Space. 
(2) Naumann, E., " M i t t e l e uropa" 1915 
(3) Haushofer, K a r l , W e l t p o l i t i l c von Heute, B e r l i n , 1935 

and W e h r - G e o p o l i t i k , B e r l i n , 1932 



and h i s s c h o o l have had c o n s i d e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e i n shaping 

Na z i p o l i t i c a l thought on f o r e i g n a f f a i r s - F o r t h i s reason 

"both K j e l l e n and Haushof er s h o u l d he i n c l u d e d i n the rank 

of the i d e o l o g i c a l f o r e r u n n e r s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . 

7fh.eth.er Rosenberg's p r o j e c t s f o r a N o r d i c - c e n t r a l European 

N a z i empire and the conquest of Western R u s s i a d e r i v e from 

the g e o p o l i t i c a l s c h o o l i s u n c e r t a i n . That h i s conc e p t i o n s 

are i n harmony w i t h the g e o p o l i t i c a l i d e o l o g y i s f a i r l y 

obvious i n s p i t e of some disagreement r e g a r d i n g s t r a t e g y 

and f o r e i g n " p o l i t i c s " . 

The f o r e r u n n e r s of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m are,as we 

have seen, q u i t e numerous, as we c o u l d have expected from 

such an e c l e c t i c , r e v p l u t i o n a r y i d e o l o g y . Not a l l of them 

are genuine i d e o l o g i c a l p r o g e n i t o r s ; some are only p r o ­

p h ets, some merely s p i r i t u a l g o d f a t h e r s . I n the l i s t of 

genuine f o r e r u n n e r s I would i n c l u d e Wagner and H. S. Cham­

b e r l a i n f o r t h e i r c o n t r i b u t i o n of the d o c t r i n e of r a c e ; 

L i s t , Lagardem.. Ivloeller van den Bruck and perhaps F i c h t e and 

T r e i t s c h k e , who advanced t h e n a t i o n a l i s t c o n c e p t i o n of the 

s t a t e ; Haushofer and K j e l l e n who are r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the 

g e o p o l i t i c a l i d e o l o g y of Nazism; l a s t , not l e a s t , Machia-

v e l l i and the M a r x i s t s f o r the r e v o l u t i o n a r y methods of 

v i o l e n c e and d e c e i t . S p e n g l e r , George, and e s p e c i a l l y 

N i e t z s c h e , were prophets r a t h e r than p r o g e n i t o r s of Nazi 

i d e o l o g y . Some of t h e i r p h i l o s o p h i c a l ideas were p o l i t i -

http://7fh.eth.er
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c a l l y e x p l o i t e d "by the N a z i s , hut i t remains extremely 

d o u b t f u l whether t h e i r d o c t r i n e s were i n any sense or i n ­

tent N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t . The c o n c l u s i o n can t h e r e f o r e he 

drawn t h a t no s i n g l e p h i l o s o p h y can he made r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y . This r e v o l u t i o n a r y "Wel­

tanschauung" i s e s s e n t i a l l y e c l e c t i c , a n d the only p h i l o s o ­

pher i t has so f a r claimed as i t s own i s the e c l e c t i c 

p h i l o s o p h e r A l f r e d Rosenberg, an e r u d i t e d i s c i p l e of 

s e v e r a l s c h o o l s . But even h i s p h i l o s o p h y , c o n s i s t e n t as 

i t appears t o be, does not c o n s t i t u t e the sum and substance 

of N a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m . A l t h o u g h h i s i d e a s c a r r i e d c o n s i d ­

e r a b l e i n f l u e n c e i n the " p e r i o d " o f s t r u g g l e " t h e y were 

l a t e r found too r i g i d t o keep up w i t h the r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

dynamics of the movement and t h e march of events. Some of 

h i s concept ions too were found inadequate and d i s c a r d e d —-

they no l o n g e r c a r r i e d t he day. t 

THE END;. 
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