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THE INTELLECTUAL ORIGINs
o
NATIONAL SOCIALISH.
| ,.I’ | ,
kINTRODUGTiON: Définition of‘Aimwand Method .

It is nbt merely a platitude to say ﬁﬁatfdeeds,

not words, aré $he‘proper factors of history; it is also a
halfétruth,’forlwords'convey‘ideas and ideas'inSpiré deéds
and give them both meaning and direction. It is fairly
obvioﬁskthét‘events_of‘sQCh complexiﬁy and"worldewide sig-
‘hifiéancelaé révoluiionS-cannot'be\explainéd”by any single
cause, belit thé ideas‘of'any oné man or the occurrence of
any singlefevenf‘yfln this respect National Socialism is
no e&geption; It would be an absurd‘QvérsimplifiCation to
. make either Adolf Hitler or the Versailles Treaty or the
"subseéuent;eeonémickcoilapse‘responsible for théi@érman
Revolution. All these factors did, of course; contribute
%o its development, but National Socislism both as revolu-
'tiahary mdvemeﬁt and réVolutionary’ideéi;gy can only be
. understood in the light of the historical development of
German life and thought. A closer examination of the
origin’of’thefrévolutiOn ﬁill shbwkthatfitbis the culmina;
yfion of a prOCéSSvthat has its roofs'deep«in‘théVSOcial'

',situafion of Germany in the lanfcentury.  The po1i£ical



economic events between the;tﬁq Great Wars~Weré merely
prbgressiva‘stages'within that.process; 'Many other:forces
of a cultural and socio- psychologlcal nature, played an
 1mportant nart ;

It is not within the scope of this work tO‘examine
the‘multifarious histbrfdal forces; bdth po1itibal ahd ”
ébbhbmic that have made Natlonal Soclallsm p0331ble. |
_Thelr essentlal 1mportance can: nelther ‘be denied nor
‘scaroely overratedf wherefOre‘occa31onal~reference to them
',w1ll be necessary in order to show the 1nfluence of 1deas
on subsequent events. Thevrestrlcted;alm of this study is
to”dlscaver and analyse the ideological originskOf the
Nazi gosnel - the soclal and polltlcal thlnkers who have
'made some contrlbutlon to the new "Weltanschauung"

;t 1s‘not for the momenthsuggested,,however, that
»kaksiﬁilarity or even identify of ;deas ipso«facfo implies;i
that National Socialist ideblogy is direcfly‘derived from
an earlier onél fAnalogy is not genealogy. Even where a

: direct affinity seemns certainv'it would be rash to aSsume

ﬁ~~thzt polltlcal 1deas are the decisive hlstorlcal factors.

All ‘political ideology is perhaps only a superflclal
phenomenan of deeper social forces,that seek expre851on in
kthe emotiénal as’well as in'the intellectual sphere.. From.
this poinﬁyof‘view National‘Socialism might be studied in
ﬁheglight of social~psycholongor,evenkpathology*ratherW

thanﬂpolitiCalfphilosophy, especially if it is assumed
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thau Natlonal Soclialism is bvased not on con31stent nolltl-

5 cal theory buu on the 1rratlonal factors of Ialth fanatl-

"kclsm and,foreel However 1nterest1ng and 1nstruct1ve such

' an’analyéis‘might be, it has no place in this work, which
pﬁrports_fo de§1 dnly;w1th~the etlologlcal~aspectiof
| Nationai Sogialistkideoioéy and its philbsophig.imp;ica-";

 fIh aistgdy“of,this;kind‘seygfa1 peQuliarﬂdifficul— R
ties present themselves, difficulties which lie for the
most part in the very natuve of tme ideology. National
fSogialiSﬁ haajno‘Cutfand-driédythéory; nafciéarindefined;'f
pblitical’philospphj as we find for example;in Marxism‘or
Leninism.' As‘itsxvéry‘name "Natiéhai Soéialisﬁ:German
Wdrkerﬁ' Party" 1nd10ates, 1t is- fundamentally ‘a hybrid,
eclectic phalosophy, der1v1ng 1ts 1deas from a great
variety of - sources and appeallng ;o a- large tneatre of
interests. As a consequence Natlonalism Soclallsm too
~un11ke Marxlsm, has no 51ngle outstandlng phllosopher who
 “cou1d be claimed as the ’father"of the movement. At best
;t,may'be said to havefsevera;‘spiritual"godfathers,.
’prophets;and/intellectual ererunners wao have made some
contribution to thek"Weltanschauung".H

1A.secon§,:and by no means trivial diffiCulty, lies 

in the'appraisal oftNational,Soéialiém as a political
philosophy.AﬂIt Seems tO'havé,no'cbnéiStentktheoryiof

. society for, as Neumann significantly remarks, "It con-



- tains elements,of évery‘conceivable philosophy, - of

idealiém* positivism, pragmatism; vitalism, universalisn,
1nst1tutlonallsm.“ (1) 8 |

A third dlfflculty confronting the student is de—
rived from the dynamlc, revolutlonary character of the |
Na21 phllosophy. Natlonal 8001a115m ‘both as doctrlne

and as political movement, ~has undergone a contlnuous

~development and eonstant change owing to the need of re-

peated adaptatlon to newly emerglng situatlons. Coasef

quently izs ﬂWeltanschauungﬂ ;s oftenxvaggemand full.of

 antinomies and unressolved contradictions. Its aims, more-

~ over, are frequentlyfambivalent giving rise to the modi-

fleatlon of 0ld beliefs and the absorptlon of new ones.

The dlscrepancy therefore between ideals and real alms

~must be constantly kept in mind. Moreover, it cannot be

too~stronglylemphasized,that there‘exiSts~a,profound

~dichotomy between the esoteric doctrine of the éiite and

| the romantic "Weltanschauung“~for the‘masses,w All ideol-~-

06y, it must be remembered, is for the Nazi &lite only a
political,expedient; the means to an end. The question:.
of_the truth of‘falsity’of,ideology no longer has any

meaning for the revolutionaries of Nihilism. Both truth

and falsehoodkare merely political weapons to ensure the‘

victory of the revolution.

(1) Neumann, F., Behemoth, p.463



In view of the fact that the National Socialist
“"Weltaﬁschauung# is so pecu1iarly German, so deeply em-
bedded in German thought and feeling, I have considered

'it'necessary to present a'synoptic view of the intellec-

' 'tual “gelstesgeschlchtliche" background togéther with a

resume of the Natlonal Sociallst phllosophy, belore at-
tempting to analyse in detall the natlonallstlc~and the
'3001allstic aspects and. to dlscover thelr respective ideo~-
10giea1 origins. In the three 1ast chapters I ‘have attemp-
ﬁed;tb deal with:the>nature and etiology of three ﬁunda:

. méntal conceﬁtiohs of Natiohal'SocialiSm' ? namely the
‘prlnclple of leadershlp, the doctrlne of the ellte and the

;nature and aims of the authorltarlan state.



'"Tﬁé Germans  this nation of
uncondltloned feeling, are un-
doubtedly idealists."
' Nletzsche.
Chapter II.”
BACKGROUNDS AND ANTECEDENTS
OF NATIONAL SOOIALISM '
; One of the most strlklng features in the history
'of German thought is its long deep rooted antlpatny to
k 'ratlonalism and its counterpart materlalism .German phil-
'osophy,ls a’ phllosophy‘01‘1dea115mﬁpar exqellenﬁé.fuln?a
 ~deep sensertheyGerman is an incufablejromanticist; an
ﬁeternal;idealiSt.' From Luther, who slandered Reascn~as a
 harth down to Nietzsﬁhev'thé Nihilist of Reason and to
.Hiflerr the mwstagogue of fanatlclsm the proverblal "1andf~
~of poets and thlnkers" has been strangely haunted by the
1rratlonal daemons of feellng, 1nst1nct and w1ll. 1t was J

,gRousseau the father of Romantlc 3001allsm not Voltalfe

kfkthe father of French ratlonallsm, that exerted a powerful

 influence on Goethe in_his»attempt to create a synthesis ;

g bétWeen the;tﬂo'wayslof liféj the Classical and the,Raman~

~tic, between fhe‘forces of reason and instinct.

In the early nineteenth century'thetRomantic move~

E ament wags. on 1ts pol1tlcal s1de a revolt agalnst the Frendh

‘ 1deals of Nation and Reason which grew out of the "Aufk1a~,
k'rung",and thekFrench Revolutlon‘  This reactionary Romantic

‘ feeling infpo1itics ag well as in poetry'was,desﬁined to



exert‘a profound influence on German thought during the

L neXt century. Its predominant aécent on instinct‘and feel-
‘ing’inevitably brouéht it into.intimaté‘association with
racial~nationalism‘as,in the case of $he~Schlegels, Bren-
~t§no Pichte and Wagner.~ |

Only in the beglnnlng of the twentieth century and
2 owing chlefly to thekrlse of- naturallsm and impressionism
~was the Romantlc movement forced out of the picture. But
,only-temporarlly. After the World War 1t -emerged as a
powerful radical‘revolt-agalnst an exist;ngkmoral~order*\
that had made the shallow materialism of the philistine
‘masses and 1ts "Kultur- bolschewismus" a reality. This-
 rad1ca1 neo- romantlc mavement became to a large extent the,f
kstlmulusrand 1nsplratlon of a post-war youth that,regected
' modergiqm;with:all“itsfweakneSSeS‘and-foundVnew hope in a
'nekarder~baséd Qnﬂ"blood‘aﬁd soil?. A lost generation Wag
seéking a'brave‘newiwofld, beautiful, noble, and heroic.
k The‘road~%6'the~néwilife was instinct notkieasen;‘ Its
battle-cry "Dionysos against‘Apolloiﬂ Its weapon was "will
to power" not "will to existence".

This growing spirit of romantic revolt against Wes-
tern values, infparﬁicular against the rationalism and
crass materialism of thé era, was further streéengthened by
the oontemporary‘political‘and,economic;crises that’prevenj'
 tedfthe;Gérman spirit from finding its way back to a secure

and normal order of life. On the political scene the Re-
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~public ofrWéimar, the "nightwatchman's state" wiih its ih—
Viéffigient,pluralistic‘Structure, its poiicy‘of dompromise
‘and,pdlifical_"Kuhhandel"‘(horse—ﬁradihg),wwas thé object
- of dissatisfaction and qoﬁtempt of realist'andVromantic ;
 youth alike. l) Its extreme liberalism'of opinion and‘,~~
ktrgme_;adlcallsm 1n the cultural as in the polltlcal life
of the nationl 'The youth, condltloned to war, found them—~
selves uprooted and d151llus10ned in the world . of peace.k
‘The middle classes, having sufferedka;moral and’materlal‘
set<back, revolted against political democracy and its
‘counterpart eéonomic»liberalism,‘ Nationélists,fSOCialists;‘
;‘Demoérats and Communisfs;»all striving'to solve~%he éocial
‘problem had not only revolutlonlzed polltlcal thought but.
'created a w1de spread revolutlonary spirlt
It was in ‘this German jungle of romantlclsm Iadl-J
, calism and irrationalism that National Socialism tooxform,
flourished and grew to a mighQYrevolqtioﬁ against the West

‘ to'bebome a StﬁpendOuBkchallenge to the world. Truly Wes-

e ;tern 01v1llzatlon had in Germany come to the crossroad of a

momentous crisis, a crigis whlch 1mp11ed the choice between~
the tradltlonal cultural values based on the Greek 1deal of

1ntellectual arlstocracy and the democratlc ideal of human

(1) ¢f. Greenwood, the German Revolution, chap.III,
also Neumann 8., Permanent Revolution, pp. 23 -2%



liberty on the one hand and the anti-rationalist, anti-

humanist ideals of blood and soil,‘wdrk~and war on the

other;' It was none other than Hitler whd proclaiméd}both

in "Mein Kampf"vand in a épeech on the e#e'of World War II
_ that thls was nothlng less tnan a declslve "confllct be-k

tween two opp051ng worlds?;(l) & no-quarter no- compromlse

battle to the death of-ong or the other.

(l) My New'Order (ed by Raoul de Rousay de Smnles: N.Y.
vl S - | ; e 1941) p.874
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- "The Germans are a dangerous
people: they are experis at
o inventing intoxicants."
' Nietzeche.
Peoples and Countrles i 7.
Chapter 111.
‘ THE PHILOSOPHY Lo NATIONAL SOCIALISM.

Adolf Hltler is not the splrltual father: of Natlon—
ai?8001allsm, but merely its master demagogue, 1ts chlef '
¥; propagandist and perhaps itsehigheet personification. His
nMein'Kampf"dees not play the role for Na.zi ideology fhatz
k Marx'e "Das Kapltal"kplayed for Soclallsm ~nor 1s 1t llke
Marx's c1a351cal work 8 loglcal system of thought but
,rather a polltlclan's platform of alms and obJectlves

largely autoblograpnlcal and propagandlst It purports to

be the Blble of. the new raclal "Weltanschauung" for

: Natlonal Soclallsm accordlng to 1ts Fuhrer clalme to be

# ;
more than a polltlcal movement "It is even more than a

rellglon. it is the will to create manklnd anew." 1) Conse-'

qﬂentlj’it has strlctly speaklng, no theory of soclety as

- we understand 1t It is- not Just a party program, not

'merely a polltlcal ohllosophy,‘lt is a goepel an apocalyp-

tlc vision of the reblrth of 5001ety on the hio-= polltlcal

~ foundations ofkrace, leadership and élite. What‘Hltler

rr’attempﬁed, and this is probably hie originalvcontributiOH,

'(1) RaﬁsChning, H.,r"Hitler Speaks" (London, 1939) p.242



il

f'kwaeito’cembine the political and social, the cultural and

¢5 moral elements into a single dominant conception of a vast

_world chenge into a totalltarlan revolutlonary 1deology
‘against the Western world
.Although National Secialism reteinsédertain funda-
"mehtal;unalterable teneté;fwhich are dogmatically;fixedfin
the twenty-fi#e Articlestf’the Nazi Cfeed,kits ideelogy :
”‘,owing‘to‘the revplutiohary charaeter of the movement is |
nfiuid, adjustable to a serles of ever changlng goals"~'l)k
 Its doctrlne is not & part of the real motlve force of the
-revolutlon; Its purposeéls rather to serve .as a pollt;cal
inetrumeht‘for‘the centrol of*theemasSes.: Bauschning
| rightly points out that the Naszi %lite, the leaders, "stand
: abOVe'the'dOGtrine;‘ National‘Socialism'doeé th base its
policy on a doetrine, buf pursﬁes'it;with the ald ofvaf
 &§hiiosophy;ﬁ(2)k E - T .‘{'k | ‘
:Furthermore;'NationalfﬁociaiistAideolqu,lconsfitut4
ing as it does, the ideological basis for the counter-"
9,.rev01utipn againStkmariianyﬁociaiiSm~and 1iberal democracy,;
) bears ankessentia}ly negativist even hihiiist‘character;4 |
e\Philosophicailysteaking'it is chareoterized by its‘bewil- e
dered flight'from reason. Unlike the Frenéthevolutibh‘~ |

. with the goddess of Reason as its symbol in the sky, the

'(1%'Neumann, F.L., Behemoth, (N.Y. Oxford Univ. 1942) p.39
(2) Rauschning, Revolution of Nihilism, (TLondon,1939) p.1l9
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German Revolutibh is peculiarly irrationalistic or leﬁn-‘
taristic Its symbol is the whlrllng swastlka the revolu~
ktlon of nlhlllsm on the background of 1ntense natlonalism.
'Ever,81nce~Luther's famous dlctum “Stat pro ratione volun-
jtas" German thought has been movxng away from Plato's pri=
: macy of the 1ntellect to the acceptance of the superiority
of will and 1nst1nct l) In~modern phllosophy:&chopen-
i,fhauerts metaphyslcs 1naugurated thé VOlUntaristic, irra=
tienaiftrEnd which was to dbmihate\Eﬁyopean thought for the
next centufy, Niétzséhefand Véihingé: emphasgized the‘value‘
of the "will to pbwer"?and~of nuntrutht asknedéssary con-
ditions of 1ife. Sorelffinally interpreted~Bergsonian~inl
tuiﬁiOn initermé~of a Taculty Of'pdlitical action. Faith
‘and'fanat1613m~”"thinking with onevs b1oodﬁ~became the
fashlon among Faschlst 1deologlsts. Truth was relativized
to ra01al and national 1nterests fbllnd acceptance of :
"myths" was preferred to the value of open discussion and
 501ent1f1c‘obJect1v1ty. The unlversal ‘values- of Ohrlstlan—
ity were transval@afed‘into~the autocratic‘valuestof‘race,
will, instinct and force. "Der Wille ist Alles" became
the favourite Néijparole. '”The‘wili to power;" said ﬁit-
ler, "is for us litefally the whole meaning'of life."(2)

This overemphasis of~the,irrational~factors/in 1ife

(1) cf. McGovern, W.M. From Imthe:'tokﬂitler,(Bbston, : ,
2 " o i Mifflin, 1941)
(2);Rauschning,’Hitler;Speaks, p.272 : :
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led dlrectly to the separation of 501ent1f10 thought from
ethical conduct and loglcally to the dlvorce of polltlcs

' from morallty In thls respect Natlonal Soclallsm is sim=-

ply a modern application of MachiaVellianism on a fotali~_

tarian basis., Its fundamental nlhlllsm is nowhere more

ev1dent than in its relat1v1sat10n of morallty to person

“class and‘race. The conception of race, the fundamental

pillar\of the Nazi ideology,fbecomes the highest value,
the ultimate criteribn §f right and wrbﬁg;'trué;and false.
Th‘is" is the tmyth! upon whiehf'Nat-ibnal'Soéialisln hoped to
“build the ‘Third Relch which was to endure a thousand years. ':‘“
 Thus the Natlonal 8001allst State accordlng to. V%///
Hltler, intends %o be,"an;order of dom;natldn and 6réaniza-
‘t::;;On of the people's cor'mnuni\ty, the racial Volk"y It is '
,therefore_esseﬁtially an authoritarian,'totalitarian Volks=-

staat, militaristic in spirit, bureaucratic in organization,

a state dominated by an &lite ruling by’ruthlesé force and
dle#¢r propaganda and aiming at a @erménent revolution~in
 the political and sbdial spheres. In the next two chap-
ters the hationaliéfic’and the’socialistic aspects of the
nNazi’Weltanschadu@g;Will be examined andfan‘attémpt madé"

%o diScover‘the‘ideologiCal origins of those conceptions.
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WPis morning: but no morning can

Restore what we have forfeited.
I see no sin; the wrong is mixed.

In tragic llfe God wot,

No villain- need bet- Da551ons spin the plot
We are betrayed by what is false within.®

‘George Meredith.
'éﬁépter IV.

| GERMAN NATIONALISI AND ITS PROPHETS.
‘ Nation%lismkis;notia~specificglly‘German’phenomef
knon.fklts,develbpment iﬁ,Geﬁmany wés iﬁ point'of fact iater
Athan in England oryFragée.: Mofeo?ér itkwas;differentfin -
fimpbrtaﬁt respects,k Thé‘Frenchkﬁevdetion had concéived
‘the nation as a political enfitjr,'éomn’os ed of free and
eqﬁal citiZens Thls conceptlon never dlsplaced the German
conoeptlon of naulonallty whlch had a definite racial and
blologlcal blas rather than a political one. The reasons
for thls lie partly in the polltlcal situation of Germany,'

partly in uhe pecullar character of German thought. ’The
'polltlcal dlsualuy of the nation before and after Bis-

‘ marck's vnlllcatlon did not tend to foster the democratic‘
8 qoncept ofrnatlonallty,k MOreover a8 Neumann 31gn1L1cant—
ly remarks, "Nationélist sovereignty handacapped imperial-
1st expan81on n Whereas "racial theories served as an aid
to tne cpnquest of colonial, sem;—colonlal,sor veryJweak’

states." (1)

1(1) Synder Louis L. Prom Blsmarck to Hltler (Bayard Press,
o - Pa. 1935) p.103
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©In the First World War, which was a war of the
nationS'of~the world against Germany, its racial nationel—

ism. recelved an 1nten51f1cetlon that bordered on hysteria.

Lf Neltber VersalTles nor the;Welmar,Republlc sueceeded in

‘4 Ch6Ck1ng or dlmlnlshlng natlonal fervor Instead, the fuel
1  of hatred and resentment was addea glvyng*it e dangeroue
explosmve force. National Soclallsm madeHPOIitiealfcapital

~out of the outrgged feelings of the masses and utilized

© them as potent forces for the revolution. Thus to Hitler,

‘Nationelrﬁocialiem hecame “the exact:counterpart of the
?reﬁeh7ReV6lutionﬁ;(l) whereln the French concent of natlon
‘1Was belng replaced by +he rac1a1 conceptloﬂ a8 & more
dynamlc polltlcal expedlent than that of democrecy

. Another pecullarlty Whlch dlstlngulshes German
nnationallsm is its militant and mllltarlstlc aspect. If

-~ was always more aggressive, more raucous, more blatantly

f@ﬁarticulate than Other nationalisms It seemed as if Ger-

‘many were suxferlng from a chronic national 1nferlor1ty

ke complex, Perhaps it was ow1ng to the faot that she at-

faihed ‘the status of nationhobd comparatively late, for,
as we know youth has an inveterate habit of boastlng and
br&vado. |

Finally,’owing to its predominént facial bias, Ger-

: manynationalism was, generally‘speaking,‘linked With"antié'

(l) RauSchhing,'H. Hitler &péaks,'p.ZSO'
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Semitism. Antl wemltlsm is of course not a German, much

| less a National Soclallst 1nventlon That 1t has‘lts;

roots deep in German history is 1ndlsputable.~ Neumann goes

50 far as to assert that "nearly all the great poets and

 ;uh1nkers of»Germany with the~exception,of Lessing, Goethe,

ﬁchelling,and Hegel, éveﬁ if they were not outspoken anti-
Semites, often unéonseidusly betrayed anti-Semitic tenden-

cies;ﬂ(l)~ Germ@n‘anti-semitism”inﬁﬁact-goes back to thé

Reformation. Martin Luther was not regarded only as a re-

ligious veformer, but also as a national saviour. He was

Qundoub%edly onekof'theQgréatkforerunners of‘Gérman nation-

alism and the first religious anti~-Semitist. He has more-

over the dubiousfhonor of béing the first articulate Jew-

k “baiter. ;Hefnot dnly propdsed that'the‘Jews bé'expelled

. frbm Germany, but also advocated a pogrom policy. His

vicious anti-Semitic diatribes are comparable to Streicher’s

A ’ . : - "’,!' e Fra ; : .
infemous publication "Der Sturmer”, der Fuhrer's favorite

- magazzne

The splrlt of German natlonallsm and the idea of
the;"organlo;folknstate" can further be traced to the
father of thé Germah school of'political thought Johann
Gotttfrled heraer (1744 1803). He Was the first to empha-

s1ze the "pecullar natlonal characters and to euloglze the

- values of "folk-heritage, natlonal soul and:patrlotlc

¢

(1) Neuménn;F.,Behembth,fOXford,Univ.Press; N.Y.1942 p.109
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spirity. (1) ;His'ideas had donsidérable‘influéncékamongfthe
::“romantiékPOets and philosophers of the nineteenth century.
| A man ofkmdoh greater‘iﬁfluenée on modern German,
thought was Gottlieb Fichte (1762-1814) who ‘preaéhed, that
the new "God-Ersatz’, the Kl‘ﬁgd"m of Spirit and Reason
¥ coula only be reallzed\by};n;ﬂUrv01k",‘a choSenirace; The
Germans Were thé'initiaﬁed, the enthusiasts of fhe divine
order, the Weltglan;~and if,was‘théir "holy duty" to re--
create humanity by laying the foundations of that Kiﬁg‘dom L)
He alSO accurately predloted the quallflcatlons necessary |
forrthe modern tyrant to attain absolute power. Like
Iuthef, Flchte was’an5avowed antl-ﬁemlte,;but he wés too
;mu,ch of a philosopher .to resort t;o’vilificatidn,’a,nd slander.
0tto von Bismarck, the autocratic Realpolitiker,
Waé,the«mankwh6 ac£ually;buiit;the~house for Herder's and ;
Fichte's hatiohalism;‘;Akreactidnar§ chse$vative~patriot,
he believed in PruSsiaﬁ leadership and rejected both‘social
, democracy and antl Semlthm whether in the gulse of eco—
‘nomics or of Chrlstlanlty.‘ Natlonallsm under his reglme
was, however much more a sentlmental than a polltlcal or
sconomic affair. (8)

A true forerunner of modern German nationalism was

(1) Fational Socialism, (Dept.of State, Wash.D.C., 1943)
o ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ »p.5 and 6
(2) cfr Fichte "Rede an die deutsche nation.®
(5; Hayes, C.J.H. Evolutlon of Modern Nationalism, N Y.
: [ ; ; Pe 278
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Adelffstdcker founder of the Christisn- Socialist Workers’
Party (1878) and the foremost antl Semlue of hlS tlme. |
His QO01allsm‘was really a brand of @seudoschrmstlanvnaxion~;'
vallsm plus Prusqlan mllltarlsm His'anti?&emitism had a
quasgi~ rellglous basis and exerted a tremendous 1nfluence in
post Bismarckian Germany *Stockerfbelleved in a "natlonal
soul®, a phrasevwhieh he berrowedkfrom Carlyle,fand‘applied
t0>theeLutherangHeformatioﬁ. The Jews;‘he maintained “are |
‘a pation within a nation, a state within'a state, a race in
the midst of another'race m(1) ﬁitler~acknowledged*that
Stocker*s antl-Semltlsm wags a step forward. He hoﬁever
'found it polltlcally a fallure because it ignored the
racial basis of,natlonalltyf ~Its,solu@1on of the JerSh"
pfdblem by»heans of maSS’converSion'of the Jews to Chris-
tlanlty was too nalve and 1mpractlcal. .

A more formlaable apostle of natlonalism.and anti- -
Semitism appeared in thevable hlstorian and political

 scientist, Heinrich von Treitschke (1834-1896). A glowing

- patriot and untiring’exponent'df militarism,,he saw in the;

‘.state a moral community whose hlghest purpose 1s power in

”the hlghest 1nterests of the communlty Agalnst Hegel he

malntazned that the,state,falthough the beeiS'Of all

k'knatiqhal life, 1sfnot‘the totality of,the ﬁationa1 life.
Tetion and stateyare\not identical.(2) He also formulated
:(l)‘Stocker A. von Oertzen plei

2) cfr Synder Louis L. From Bismarck to Hitler,(Bayard
Press,Pa.) pp.29 and 30
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b  the historical raison d'gtre of‘PrUSsian'hegemépy'and the
 principle of autocracy in;ﬁhe ététe,ﬁ Synder sums up the
significénce of Treitsdhke-on Germanwpolitical thought as
foliows: "AS an expohéht of militarism.Treitsohke éxéried a
f ; tremendous influenge on;Geneia1 von Bernhardi,aﬁd ofher'
~mil%tarists. As an inteiléétuai antiéSemite,he’léd other -
im@etuous ahti-uemites . .+ + .« into open hostility td
Judaism." (1) 'Nu;nérous militant'anti-‘Semites’ arose: Eugen
~Dﬁhring; whom[Eﬁgels attacked in»hi&~"antienﬁhring, Max
Stirner,~the‘énarchist;,and‘Adolf Wagner, who ideﬁtified
Ca»p‘itaiism with Jﬁdaism; Karl Marx,‘ himself,' ~a1though a
’Jewfby~birth, becaﬁe:notoriouswfor‘his anfi-SemitiGVutter-
. anges. ' | | |
aThefbnly:predeeesaoi, hoWever, whom Adolf’Hitler
‘hés everkéoﬁgescendédfto recégniZe aé‘such is Richardeag-
ne,rxf(lIBlB-léB;Bd). VWhether that is owing to “som‘é artistic
affinity similar to Nietzsche's’?steliar friendship" with
the~great-composerkié a'm00£ and futile qnéstign. kTo‘Hit~
‘ leirwagner repieSéﬁtS“not'mErelyua’musician‘and:poet; but
#the;supreme prophetic figure among the;Gérmans".(B) He
f kclaims "the most'@ptimate fémiliarity With‘Wagner*s mehtal

processes. At eévery stage of my life he (Wagner) comes

'~hack'to‘me.ﬁ(5) Even the Fuhrer's vegetarianism is a Wag-7

(1) Syndexr, op. cit., p.53 '
- (2) Rauschning, Hitler Speaks, p.226
(3) Rauschning, op. cit., p.227 :
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nerian inspiration - But to Hltler Rlchard Wagner is above;

all the first great racial natlonallst the~1mper1allst RN

1mu51cian, the first anti-Semite who‘developed an anti-

Semitiem based on artistic feeling. It should be recalled

that Hltler's antl-Semltlsm too “is based'on instinct and

feellng, not on reason‘ Wagner's 1nfluence on German '

 ;thought and feeling has been greater than is generally be-
“lieved. An outstanding protagonist'Of‘the:"German~8pirit"

‘in art and politics, he warned his fellow-countrymen to

think of glory in national terms. In his "Judaism in

Music“ﬂ(ISSO)'he asserﬁedjthat the Jew was incapable of

“giving artistic expression to his feelings. Jewish
musicians were mere "tone-setters", their music a "motley

chaos of all music forms". (L)

‘Wagner's anti-Semitism was not so much an original

i ;

work‘as an artist*s veraion of the*great central theme pro-

- v1ded by his son-in-law, the EX- Engllshman H. 8. Chamber—'

laln (1855 l926).k This man had wrltten his 1nf1uent1al

.pSeudo-SCientific masterplece,"FOundatlons of the Wine-

teenth Century" wherein he‘eitolléd‘thé Aryan, in particu-

lar the German, rage, and,Warned'bf the Jewish conspiraCy

'to dominatewthe'higher races. But even Chambeflain's;idéas

were not original. His book was in essence only an aca-

demic re-working of Gobineau's "Essai sur l'inegalité des

(1) Wagner, Judaism in Music, (see Ellis, R. Wagner's Prose

works, 111, 79 f£f.)
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races humaines" which at great length chempioned the theory
of Aryan superiority. In the hands of Wagner and Chamber-
lain racial nationalism and anti-Semitism received a power-

"ful intellectual‘StimulUssﬂ Chamberlain's‘beok»espeeially

\'Jwas w1dely read and dlscussed and had tremendous 1nf1uence

'V on German minds many years before Hltler.,‘H;tler himself
Jrefers to,lt in "Mein Kampf and Alfred Rosenberg, bffieial
phllosopher of Na21dom régards'wagner and Chamberlain es
two of the genulne forerunners of Natlonal Soclallsm

This 1s true partlcularly as regards the ra01olog1~
cal aspect of- thelr phllosophy, for the theory of racial
supremaCy,as developed by Chamberlaln'and~wagner was incor-
porated in National Socialist dOGtr)iln‘e by none other than
~ Alfred Rosenberg himself in his‘; "Der Mythus des 20. Jahr-
hﬁnderﬁsfni,Herekthee"mythﬁ of the tWentieth’century.is
: proelaimed;astOnsisting in the fﬁith‘that the'Nordic
blood;repieSente'thet 'mysterlum" whlch has replaced and
overoome’the oldksacramente"(l) of Chrlstlanity. Further-e
more "Eelk and race are hlgher than the state and its
forms,"iz) ~Blood-=feeling and‘instinctkof bloodvis‘consid—
ered\the gsource Of}all~virtue and wisdom . Rosenberg in
‘facﬁfinvestsirace’with aAmystie, religious significance,
‘,and‘elevates»it‘tpqthe eupiemewcfiteribniofemgral and es-
(l)eRosenberg, Alfred, "Der Nythus des 20. Jahrhunderts"

, - : (Munich, 1935) p. 174
(2) Rosenberg, ibid. p.479 e
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thetic valuation" Walter»Darre Mlnister of Agrlculture
' applied the raclologlcal myth 1o the peasantry, whom he Tre-
garde_as "the new nobility of Blood andk&011". Hans Gun-
e;ther‘went go far as tolessayra sGientifie énthropology~ofk
.race as a basis for Natlonal Socialist polltlcs.g Even
though Hltler himself denles the claim of 501ent1flc valid--
ity,to these raCe'theories, he insists envtheir'importance
as a politica1~exbedieht."True’to}his maxim that "every
‘Werld—mov1ng Idea has not only the rlght but also the duty
| to avall itself of whatever meane will make p0551b1e the
"reallzatlon of 1ts Uurpose"’(I) Hltler has made the concep-
‘tlon,of race the'flrst,fundamental prlnciple Qf~National
~’Socia11st ideology |

The p031t10n ‘of Frlederlch Nletzsche who is fre-
quentiy-aSSOGIated with German nationalism and semeﬁimee‘
eeVEn-held responsible for Nationalfﬁocialism; is Quiﬁe an-
biguoﬁs andfneeds some'Clarificatioh.; In the Pirst World
‘"War allied’propeééndists werekfondVOf blaming the war on
f_the Teutonic triumvifate of,Nietzsche, Treitschke and Bern-
"hardi; but to an unbiased,student~theeprephet of Sils Maria

©was no more of a war-inspirer than Theordore Roosevelt,

' Maurice Barrés or even G. B. Shaw. In our time, too, it

- has” become fashlonable to assoclate Nletzeche's "blond

‘beast of prey" with the Na21 master race. As regards

(1) Hitler, Mein Kampf (Reynold and Hltchcock N Y. 1959)
E ' D 37l '
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Nletzsche's alleged afflnlty to Natlonal ocialiém I
would llke to "break a lance" for the phllosopher and poet
vIt is true that,the Na21 Jdeologlsts have 1nt1mately linked
the Nlhlllst of Reason w1th thelr own Revolutlon of Nihll—
, 1sm. ~That need not cause much surprlse. Nletzsche's phll-
osophy, llke anti- Semltlsm admlrably sefved as a polltlcal
',expedlent;fandVWas shamefully explolted for thatipurpose.
Even~if At can be argued that Nietzsche’was an unconscious
Socialist 1t is certaln that he was no Natlonallst ‘much
1ess a Natlonal Soclallst

 Nietzsche, the last anti-politiéal‘éerman fWas,not
8 goodFNationalist ~Like Goethe he clalmed to be "a good. .
"Européaﬁ" - .He strongly repudlated the "neur051s of Nation-
alism’from?whlcthuropefsuffered";‘andvpredlcted.the "over-
comlng of natlons" and the flnal “synthe81s of Europe" (1)
It was even. part of hlS ambition toc be considered as "a
desplser of Germans par excellence"‘(z) He scorned both
ETussian;militarism'and,Treitschkeanwcourt-hlsiory,;and
. never forgave his friend Wagnér for~becoming~a‘German
Imperialist.r 5fo be . a good German," ﬁe oﬁce exclaimed, "it
is}nec¢Sséry to dé-Germahize Oneéelf." The German, 'he |
: mainteined dlgests events badly, he never gets done with

them. "He has a day before yesterday, and a day after to-

(1) Nietzsche, EéceiHomd,’(EhilOSOPhy~of ¥., N.Y. Modern
L , ; Library) p.127
(2) Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, pp.129-130 L .
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morrow, he has still noktoday."‘ "The German himself does

: not‘éxiSt;lhe.isvbecoming,~he is,developing himse1ff3 In
Nietzsche}s,viewkthe‘German~1acked,the ariétocratiq "pathos
,of,distance" ,the "feelingvbf nuanoe".' #He~is‘too goOq;
_natured la canallle.”( 1) ’ \

As for the "menaa01ous race swindle” 2) he would -
have’nothihg t0~do with’it . His anti- Semltlsm if it can
be so called was. nelther raclal nqr‘polltlcal.' It‘was
rather the,consequence“of,hls:arlstocratic ethics;whigh re-
Jeeted the°”JewiSh slavé-insurrection~of,morals" masquerad—
_ing in the gulse of Chrlstlanlty FOr the Jewish-raée' ~the
. Mrace aere perennlsﬁ, hie professed s1ncerest admlratlon and

prophesied for it intellectual domlnance.1n~the>future, "We

&rtists»among the,speqtators;and:philosophers,arejgrateful

to the Jews. PWe owe tO'them the grand étyle in morality "(3);

| From the lofty vantage 901nt of his aristocratic J

etblcs he attacked both democracy and Marxian 3001allsm be-

:gi'cause both protected and fostered the slave—morallty of the

'masses ~H15fatt1tude tpward the state, the "coldestkof all
cold monsters",(4) was as cynical as his attaCK'on.GhriS:

‘bi&hity; In,any’cgéérit~was more‘anarchist than nationalis-

(1; Ibid., p.130 SRR

(2 ) Nietzsche, Peoples and Gountrles Sec.21

(3) Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, Part II § 250
(4) Nietzsche, Thus Spake Zarathustra, I, p.64
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In his Zarathustra'ﬂietZSChe strikes*a-genuine
humanitarian note devoid of all natiomalistic aspirations;
- NLet hichome to.Zérathustra who has unlearned the iove of.
hlS people because he has learned to love many peoples .| 1)
"Exiles shall you be from all fatherlands and forefather- E
 landsx Your chlldren's land ‘shall you love! Let thls be
yourfnew~nob111ty:" (2) |
' That‘thegwritings of,Nietzschevhave‘had:an'enormoué;
influence on‘thé«German‘mind,’in‘parﬁicﬁlar that of the
youth, is undeniable. In;the Pirst Wbrld‘war it was séid; 
that fdr~every soldier whoJcarriedvthe'Biblé invhis knap—
sack, one carried his‘Z&rathustré."To thé rebellious andw
revolationary/yOUthlpf’NaZidom in pérficulaf,ﬁhé writings
"Qf:NiétZSChe5,alﬁayé;pOetical, fotdefui,and eXé1ted, were
like an‘intoxicatingfwine, a sweet poison. His noble
maxims, nBeibold;“,,“Live daﬁgero@slyz", "Hold‘sacred the
 hero~;n yourkheartx"'feil on theiali‘too%willihg ears -of a’
generation that wés cager to justify the glory;of’militar—
‘ism.’ His_ideas of force and strengfh,‘his "pathés:of dis-
tance? bgcame the sirén”song whibh captivdted the hearts
and minds of thé‘stiilusioned;and'the'diécOntented; It
'Was,thereforeJalmost inevitab1é that the greatiYea—sayer;

‘the myéﬁic ﬁ:ansvaluator'of‘Values,should become both

{1 Nletzsche Notes on Zarathustra P 277 :
{2 Nletzsche Thus Spake Zarathustra 11, p.130
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prophet and torch-bearer of the Revolﬁtion.e NorkWanit

;~ diffiCultlfer“theﬁpropaganda technicians to present
Nietzsehe as a genuine forefunner of National SoCialism, no
matter whether his individualist ethics fitted into the
authorltarlan structure. Wlth remarkable 1n51ght Nietzsche-

hlmself predlcted hls fate among Germans when he wrote,

‘ "The Germans are undoubtedly 1deallsts., They have compro-

mlsed themselves with me up to the present and 1 doubt
whether thlngs w1ll get Yetter in the future."(l) As %o
theefate~thatehas4befallennh1m among Nazls,‘he might,rif he
were aiive‘today, apply the cyniCal'wordeihenence used to
"descrlbe Wagner's fate.‘"Poor Wagner! To what pass he has
comel! If only he had fallen among swine! But among Ger-’
‘mans;e_My kingdom for one 1ntelllgent wordx"(z) |

. Thougtherman‘NationaliSmﬂhas had many prephets and
Germanfanti—Semitism many exponents; Nietzsche can not be‘ J
Justly numbered among them. 5) NatiOnal Socialism (through
kHltler and the other 1deologlsts) cleverly comblned or, fo
Tuse Natlonal Soolallet,termlnology, "co-ordlnetedﬁ, the
varioue‘fqrms‘of nationalism and anti-Semitism into a total
politiealeStrategye; "Antieéemitismﬁ]says Hitler,‘"is a

useful~revdlutionary expedient,_the most,im@ortanf‘weapon

(1) Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, pp 124 and 128

(2) Nietzsche, op.cit., p.8l

(5; Brinton, Crane, Nietzsche (Gambrldge, Mass. 1941) esp.
‘ : ‘ ~ ‘ : , pPp.172-243
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i'in‘the~propaganda arsénal;“(lj Racism became not only a
substitute for the class struggléS‘Of Marxism, bﬁt the cor-
. nerstone 6f the whole;NationalfSQCial‘philbsophy. Upon this
| substructuré,were built the charisma of the leader, the |
‘rule of the 'eklite, s th:e‘p‘olicy 'ofk brute force and the ktota.l-
itarian stéte.’ Thé ideoio%ical origins of these’four es-
sentials of National socialist“philosophy will be examined
in greater detail elé¢Where‘iﬁ this study‘r

(1) Rauschning, Hitler Spéaks; p}235"



28

"He Who devotes himself Wholly to
‘the»people and the fatherland . .
is a Socialist. That was and is
the Socialism of the soldier of
the Pront . . .M HWinister Seldte
; ‘in Der Ring, 1933. To.30
kChapter V. \
THE &OCIALISM or THE THIRD REICH

I. Ideology.

Gottfrled Neese a fdremoSt legal’interpreter of
Natlonal 3001allsm deflnes 1ts two aspects as follows*‘
,"Natlonallsm is nothing more than the outWardly directed N
sterlng to malntaln the 1nner unlty of people and state,
and Socialisnm is the 1nwardly dlfected str1v1ng for the
",same end»" (1) 1t is w1th thls 1nner aspect of Nazi
1deology that we propose to deal in tnis chapter.

As already pélnted out 1n\a precedlng chapter

Natlonal S001allsm unllke its Marx1an counterpart has no

\cut-and drled econamlc theory, no flxed pr1n01ples. Conse-

;k,quently 1t cannot e deflned 1n terms of an economlc pro-

e gram: any more- than it can in terms of its.- polltlnal pro~

gram. Economlcs, accordlng to Natzonal 6001allst doctrlne,

A

»ylS subordlnate to and dependent on polltlcal con31deratlons.

‘The maln purpose of the revolution 15 the unendlng struggle‘

(1) Neese, Die natlonalsoz1allstlsche Deutsche Arberter-

“ : ‘partei (Stuttgart, 1935) pp.65-66 quoted in
“Natlonal Socialism" publ. by Dept of State,
U.§.A. p.25



29

for a neW‘politicaliorder,‘fOr afnew‘SOCietv~‘ Or, as Neu»
 mann,puté it, more concretely: "Natlonal uoclallsm is not
prompted by econOmic:principleskbut by the doctrine for'war.
vpreparatioh." 1) | |

A second dlfflculty in attempuing to define the
: SOClallSm of “the Thlrd Belch lles in the vague and ambigu-
:ous use of the term‘"5001a11snw : InkGermany the term,
socialism wasvw1q61y 5ynonymous witthocial progress.k With_
 the rise of Marxian Soéiélism~ howevér, it aSsumed'both
politlcal and economlc 1mp110atlons.‘ Natidnal.&ocialism,
, although hlstorlcally and 1deolog1cally, a reactlonary
: movement agalnst Marx1an 3001allsm, empha81zed the polltl-
cal rather than the economic character of soczallsm. It
definitely rejected phe,primacy'of~economics;overﬁpolitics,
the’abolitionyof private property, ﬁhe Mafiist policy’of
clasé-Warfare and‘the intérnationalism of its‘ide01ogy
 Mhau lt did learn from Marx1ﬂm was - its revolutlonary tech—
'\naque, Hltler himself admltted that the Nazi methods were
g“essentlallngarxlst. Cpnsequently,,from a Marxian point
:of view, NatidnalfSocialism.céh justly be'éalled~a~spurious
socialism, a socia;ism of fiction, not of reality. The
E socializatidnVOf'property“Was repudiated;‘but only con-
ditiomallyQ “Property;" Hitler~declared "must not be

soclallzed but ma may be 8001a1lzed when and if 1t is in the

(1) Neumann, Sigmund, Permanent Revolution (N.Y.1942) p.166
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 national intereSt "(l) By subatltutlnv the myth of race,
Natlonal &oclallsm succeeded in abollshlng class~warfare
but thls v1ctory was only won at the cost of the destruc-
”tlog of the organizations of the workers and their subse-
Queﬁt "00~ordination" 1nto the polltlcal machlne._ vmy 
5001allsm " HltTer boasted "1sknot‘a class-war, hut
order."(z) _ | ”
| ' Essentially‘Nétional Soci@lisﬁ is an ethical social-
lSA ‘a SOClallsm of the splrlt , The'ethicél‘tenor of ﬁhis.' 
'brand of socxallsm.ls exempllfled by its moral max1ms suéh
as ¢y "Honour work and respect the worker," "labor has dutles
rather than rlgats " Insmead of labor unions Natlonal'
. Socialism has a militant ﬁArbeifs-ffont“ ﬁhere every worker
iS'a1sbldiéi 6n duty. Instead of’economic equaiityxmazism’k
kspeaks of "the democracy of work ofxsacrifice of duty "
Hltler hlmself con01sely descrlbedfthe ethlcal character of
| NatzOnal SOClallSm\When he said,k"We soclallze humaq beings,
ndt’eXternal c6nditions‘"(3)  A more oomplete*deSCription
"0; it was given by A. Pieper 1n the early years of the
movement: “Soclallsm," he writes, "is the bearer of a new
sense of 1ife‘and;a neﬁ‘willbto 11ve. It is the 1deé of a
new, a higher, a more complete communlty of llfe and’common

destiuy, Whlch grows out of an unselfish loyalty and devo-

(1) Rauschning, Hltler Speaks p.134
(2) Rauschning, op. c¢it. p-175
(3) Rauschning, op. cit. p.190
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tion of man to man‘ théﬁ has hiﬁhert0~been realized "(l)‘
Thus Natlonal Soclallsm hag the character of a dom-

munlty urge, -an 1ntellectual emotlonal attitude, a moral.
duty. "Every true national thought is in its last anélysié
Spceial.n | | | - |

| But Natlonal %001allsm is not merely a soclallsm of
attltude, it is akSOClallsm of/actlon. It is no#f merely
patriotic, butimilitafiétic;k It is the synthesis of the
splrit- of collect1v1sm and the pr1n01p1e of achievement,
as Gregor Strasser poetlcally defined 1t "8001a119m‘1s the
. old,offmcers* corps, - is the Cologne,cathedral,; If.ig in-
ténsive,Prussian'serﬁice for all}"(2)u Actually National
Soeiaiism aé'a ré?élationary‘mdvemeﬁt is a product of war,

i nof of peace. It is a’devé1opment of the "Schutzengraben-
o szialismus" - the "8001allsm of the trenches" the her01c
'soclallsm of brothers in arms" of:whlch Hitler frequently J
speaks. Neumann in his 'Penmanent,Bevolutlon',makes the
slgnlflcant;observatién that "fully militarized social rela-

tionships had been“basically experiénced ohkthe battle#éﬁﬁ4«

5 fieldn, 5) and it is remarkable in this connectlon that the

orlglnal flghulng comrades of the Nazi party were, w1th few

exceptlons war veterans belonglng to the younger generatlon;

(1) Pleper A. Kapitalismus und Sozialismus als seellschek
S ‘ Problem. (2nd ed.l925) p.59
(2) Strasser Gregor, quoted in Bdgar Schmidt-Pauli, Die
: Maenner um Hitler, (Berlln 1952)
' 3) Neumann Pernanent Qevolutlon D 244 :
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| The First World War had created‘the,polifiéal radicais'Who,k‘
became the core of a movement which waskinherently de-
‘ 'struct1ve and nlhlllstlc. Its'dominantinote was fanatical
'militancy, its~structure strictly authoritarian,’its_basic‘
cOmmand~‘"Gleichschaltung" = 80-0T dlnatlon its~ecohomies
was the "planned economy" of the garrlson state " ar,"
 sa1d~the famous Nazi law-maker rCarl Schmltt ‘"is the eé~
‘sence of everythlng,.the nature of the total war determlnes’
the nature and form of- the totalltarlan state A l) Goeb-
~bels,. not tp;be outdong,aboasted. “Our socxallsm is the
legacy of the Prussian army. It is thvat»ki‘“nd of socialism
which enabledfFrederick'thekGreat to carf& on a war for
‘sevenryears,"(z)‘ | |
- Thereal naturé"of thé Nazi brand of~Socialiém can
pperhaps béSt be uhdefstbod,hy viewiﬁg it in relation to
‘EarxiSmf~éapitalism‘and the'Corponate State§ 'National
| 8001allsm parades 3 spurlous radloallsm ‘Except for the
'1mpotent Left-Wing radicals of the party the 8001allzatlon
of economy in the Narx1an sense was never seriously contem-
“plated, Consequently, when Hltler announced in 1933 that
the revolution was at an end Gregor Strasser leader of
the radlcal factlonu accused him of having betrayed the

movement and branded his national socialist revolution as

(1 Quoted in Neumann Permanent Revolution P 231
(2 Goebbels, J.P., in Berliner Borsenzeltung, Jan.4, 1934
: quoted in Schumsnn, Nazi chtatorshlp, P393
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ﬂunsocialist"} The attempt of the'Jacobins‘to bring ébout
the 3001al phase of the revolution was ruthlessly sup-

bressed by Hltler's 1nfamous "Blood Purge" in 1954.

National Soolallsm‘remalnnd in a sense capitalistic, though

' to call it State Capltallsm is a misnomer. Perhaps the

term State Socialism or Pru881an Soclallsm are much nearer
the mark. National Socialism is not,as is often assumed,
a kind of State -’Capitali’s‘m,":fox",tkhe Nazi principle of the
primacy of polltiés'over econdmics did not imply the or-
Aganizatibn but'thGVCOntrol of\economy It was con51dered
the task of tﬂe state to be the pathflnder ‘not the entre—
preneurfof bu31ness.' The obv1ous aim of Natlonal Soclalist
‘pollcy ‘was the bureaucratlzatlon rauher than the socializa-
‘tion of the economic life. In accordance with this aim
privape,orgaﬁizatidns‘wéré transformed into authoritarian
bodies'under the'principlevof indQEtrial leadefship respon-J
sible to the political leadérship of the Nazi’party. Thus
a vast and compllcated hler&rchy of economlc and political
interests was develooed ai mbnster totalltarlan bureaucracy
that flnally domlnated bu51ness and labor; the peasantry
and the armygkin"a Wdrd, evéry phése of social and politi-~
cal life. | | | ‘
Finally, NationallSocialism is not a Corporate
"kﬁfate. Itskgoal is, of cOursé, the classless state, but
 w1th an organlc division of 5001ety into estates Whlch are

"to be essent1ally~equal., Consequently the Na21s allegedly
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aim‘to;create aneruality of opportunity for ali‘éstates
and %o ralse the status of the 1ower estates by preachlng
' "tne dlgnlty of work" " National Soc;allsm,'however,»never
intended to 1ntroduce thevdorporate State; its real aim
, Wés'the control not the organlzatlon of economy Whenever
theorlsts dld advocate the Corporate;"structure of graded
classes“ 1t was merely for the sake of gaining oontrol of
’the mlddle and upper classes-—-gust anothex polltlcal ex~'k
'pedlent. Any Corporate State theorlst who thought other-’
wise was’repudlated in no unoertaln terms | Thls was nota-
bly the fate of Othmar Spann who saw his theories rejected

in 1933, and hlmselfkput‘lnto,concontratlonocamp.(l)

cff'Neumann,‘Behemoth, pp.250532

Ca
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- II. Ideological Origins.

The ideologicalforigine of the sooialism of‘fhe
- Third Relch can be traced w1tn a falr amount of plau81b11—
1ty to half a dozen polltloal theorlsts who antlclpated or
gpropounded ‘a . brand of soc1allsm 51m11ar to National boclal-
ism. As has already been polnted out, the ethlcal 5001al-
1sm of the German Revolutlon is partly characterlzed by 1ts
do Pru851an ldeal of order domlnatlon and comradeshlp In |

Gthls respect the old Pru331an state can falrly be regarded

fdas a prototype of German 3001allem k |
| But there are several other 1deologlcal forerunners
ofkﬁetlonal Soc1allsm.‘ Flchte the phllosopher-oatrlot
haa advocated a comparable conceptlon of the 1dea1 social=~
1stlc Btate. |

Ferdlnand Lasalle's 5001allsm too was dlstlnc-

' ' t1vely natlonal and deflnltely opposed to Marx1sm.'
' | But 1t was Paul de Lagarde, Professor ofic Theology
in Gottlngen who ‘early in the elghtxes propounded a pan—'
:German authorltarlan soc1a1 state remarkably simllar to the
‘ WaZi ideai, It is not w1thout reason that Alfred Roeenberg
knumbers thls man among the genulne forerunnere of National
Soclallem.» ;’
| . Another of the earller proponents of a Natlonalls~
‘tlo Socla11em was Frlederlch Naumann who in 1896 estab-

lished hls ﬁN&tlonalsoziale Vereln". He remained, however,



36

a voice of one crying in the wilderness. The time was not
yet. ’
‘Possibly the~firstlfﬁll-fledged Nétional‘Socialist,

‘ dertainiy'bne{of the spirifual progenitors of the movemeht
was Friederich Llst who 1n his "Natlonal System of Politi-~
cal Economy" urged the establlshment of a state ~controlled
capltallsm Llst was also the flrst polltlcal thlnker who
clearly deflned one of tﬂe real aims of Natlonal Soclallem
=.viz. the red1v151on of the earth between England and Ger-
many -on the ba51s of the ra01al doctrlne of Aryan supremacy.
Wlth Llut Natlonal SOClallsm is raised to the plane of -
grand geopolltlcs. :Hls~1deas'were tO»fall'onkfertllealdeo-
logicel,soil in the philOsephy oerosenberg~end the’geopol~
itiGS~of,Haushofer. ' |

R n Ine1922 'when NétiOnal~Socialism was still in its
infancy, Moeller van den Bruck publlshed a remarkable )
rather romantle book, "Das dritte Relch"(l),'whereln the
Videayof,a German‘anti—llberalg antlémarxlen gdbialismkwas
clearly set forth. Oneyofethe mostfarticulafeband‘cuitured
exponents of 3001al 1mper1a11sm and proletarlan racism, Van
den Bruck must ;ln my opinion, be con31dered as a true
forerunner_of Natlonal~5001allsm, Peder's~cateehlsm of the
movement, MDer deutsche;Staat? is in:faet 2 popularized;

e#panded presentation of the theme tentatively set forth in

(1) Moeller van den Bruck, Germany's Third Empire (Londoni
- , e 1934
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Van den Bruekﬂs.work,; ; g L L -
; - 7G0ttfried~Fedet' one of fheebriginal foundefs of
‘the party exerclsed con51derable 1nfluence on Hitler. l)
The 1atter's economlc 1deas were Largely moulded by Feder
:1n the early perlod of the movement Thls economic
theorlst made a dlstlnctlon between creatlve Aryan capl-
tallsm and the 1nternat10nal exp101t1ve capltallsm -of Jewry
—-a~dlst1nctlon;whlch was later to become embodied in the
NaZi:policy‘ofealways*attééking mOney'eepitel, but never
'the”enfrepreheur,' Feder's secend'theme;'the "breaking of
the ﬁhraldom ofeintereSt“qlikewiee beCame~e~favorite Nazi
fexpedient,xworthy of ﬁeingfiheorporated‘into'the "TWenﬁy4
Five Point" Party Program: (2) The Nazi party,~however,
*eoo@eabandoﬁed‘Feder*s original economic programe iIt’had
serve@;its Qurpoeegofkgaining,the supporf of the masses.
; NOwkthate by‘the grace‘and prOvide@ce~of iﬁdustry and
'flnance capltal National Soclallsm held the reins of
,power, neaer's anti- capltallst ideas, along w1th hls Coxr-
porate state 1deal and hlS 1nflat10nary "Federgeld" (&
social credlt scheme) were relegated to tne llmbo of prac~
tlcal 1mpos51b111t1es.

A phllOSOpthal b&51s for natlonallstlc soclallsm

(l)‘cf.~Schumann The Nazi Dictatorship, (N.Y: 1955)

- v \ pp.117-119

(2) Feder, Gottfrled ‘Das Program der N.S.D.A.P. (Munlch
: Eher, 1933) pp.134-136 .
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;fquite unconnected with thé rbmantié radicalism of thé fore-
kﬁgbihg;théorists was created by»the erudite Oswald Spehgler.
Iﬁ/his famoué 'maghum'opus' "The Decline of the West"(1) he
gave a sensatidﬁally fatalistic and pessimistic view‘of.
‘world~history.‘ He himself; however, remained a defiaht:be-j
lieVCr'in thetmilitant miégion‘of Prussiahism, in which h¢‘
envisaged fhe'trﬁe'model for afGErman‘Socialism.(2) fCon~“
temptuous of bothrdemOCracy and radicalism,'Spenglerfprédic;
ted;thatiWestefn'civilizétion would end in%Gaesarism: He
was an outstanding pfOpOnent of‘fhe Corporaté,State;based
on Prussian aristocratic rule and a rigid hierarchy. vin
spite of:the,factkthat:many‘of his ideas have nmuch in‘com-
‘ﬁon‘wifh NatidnaifSOCialist ideoloéy,_Spengler Waéknever a
National;Sociélisﬁ., Hisksoéialridéalism‘soon found itself
in ;cﬁonf"lic:t,with‘ the nihilistic ‘radicalism and romantic
radialism of Kazidom,and he becémef as'Greenwood rémarks;
“pne‘of’the;most‘scathing opponehts of National Socialismm43)
 'Speng1er saw only»t06 clearly7fhatkNationa; Socialism was notj"
- Egg’PruSsian Socialism which he‘had held up as the:ideal of
'the Germany 6f the future. | " |
| Whether Friedérich Wietzsche can justly be aSsoéia—

téd,with National Socialism is extremely disputable. Rosen-

(1) Spengler, Der Untergang des Abendlandes (Munich, 1922)

(2) Spengler, Preussentum und Sozialismus (Munich, 1934)

(3) Greenwood, The German Revolution, (London, 1934) p.235
cf. Spengler, The Hour of Decision (N.Y. Knopf, 1934)
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berg,’it is true, makes the claim that NietzsChé waskone of
its~"gehuine forerunnérs”; butkit is,mbre plaasible to cdn;
~sider himlbnly a prophet, not a predecessor,-df the move-
ment.‘ Spengler, himself a Nietzschean, contends that
Nletzsche wa.s a 8001allst w1thout know1ng it that his in4
sﬁxncbq were soclialistic, practlcdl e e dlrected to the
wélfare of mankind. There is admlttedly<some measure ofk
truthvig~ﬁhis.¢¢nten510n if wé‘accept Sﬁenglerfs definition
of,ethical Sb9ia1ism~as'?the FauStian_world—feeling become
drreligious", the "system of willyto powex", the:ﬁsentiment
roi actlon at a dlstance" and “the root fee‘1ng of Care for
the,future“. l) On the othexr. hand Nietzsche from h;s
lofty aristocrat1e'vlewp01nt felt only the deépest éversion
to Marxian Socislism with its egalitarian ideals born of

- envy and reséntmént;;kPerhaps he was a Socialist,in spite

of himSelf; but he was hardly a NétiOnalaSOGialist,'fbr :H;,'i
appears quite impossible to fiﬁ,his ihdiViduaiist ethios
into an authoritarian scheme.‘ Hls repuaiatlon of racmallsm E
angd natlonallsm precludes the poss1b111ty of maklng h1m re-
 spons1ble for a "Volkische Weltansch&uung" (a natlonallstlc
philoéoPhy).  if‘he foresaw'the‘Corporative State of‘Capi—
talisﬁ society and the coming'of'ﬁhe Cyc10paéns, as Speng-

ler maintains,ahe was not  even a. good prophet,fat”least as

l) Spengler Decllne of the West, (transl. by C.F.Atkinson,
: N'Y 1939) Vol. II pp 347 ,359,362,370 -
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~ far os National Socialism is concerned. The Corporate

Etate Wés never realized in the Third Reich, and as for the
Nazi Cyclopaens, it seems that they are merely idols with
clay Teet.

It is obvious thaﬁ’in such a lengthy list of near
and distant relatives of Hétional Socialism, many will be
genuine fore-runners. Among the latter I would include
Friederich List, lMoeller van den Bruck, Paul de Lagarde and
Gottfried Feder. The others, particularly Nietzsche and
Spengler, contributed to some aspects of National Socialist
ideology, but on the whole their philosophy in its funda¥
mental issues does not correspond to the racial philosophy

of Nazidom.
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"Neither necessity nor decree -
nay, the love of power is the
demon -of manklnd 1

Neitzgche .
Dawn of Day, Bk.III No.206
Chapter VI.
- THE CHARISMA OF LEADERSHIP.
The central polltlcal pr1n01ple of National 8001a1-

‘1sm‘1s that of leadershlp Thls pr1n01ple is the dlrect

result of the bellef that in polltlcs human nature is fund-

L famentally 1nst1nct1ve and irratlonal and therefore in need

of personal authorlty and coercive sanctlon The Just1f1~
 cat1on of the leadershlp pr1n01ple cannot therefore be de-
rived from~any,rat19na;:constitutlonal right expressive of
thé peoplex,51t:is~based wholly on’racial and éharismatic
rather;than'0n~legal or political presumptions. According
“to Nazi ideology, the right of.the?highést race implies
that the highest racial eleménts within the mation aré
deﬁtined tO‘rule Superhuman powers and gualities consti-
' tute the rlght to 1eaderuh1p and 1t is the duty of the or~'
'gan;zed natlonal community to help the hlghest, the most
’éreétive men %o Victory. rThOugh National Sociaiist ideolo-
gy is anxious to deny 1t it is obv1ous that the Leader is
7,1n reallty an. absolute dictator, a trus demagogue in the
Ql&SSICal as.well as 1n,the modernfsense,' He is the polit-
ical link beﬁWeénvstate,_people and,party Elite. ‘In him

the three functions of govermment are united: he is supreme
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1egislator, Supreme'édministrator and supreme’infallible
Judge. ' | | |

1% would,beyan~oversimplificat10n to characterize
the National~Socialistwprihciple of leaderShip as Prussian7
_although it must be admluted that it reveals some typical
Prussian tra;ts. Greenwood p01nts ovt that in a large
 measure German Fauchlsm 1s,a movement of non-Pru551an Ger=-
mans»againsﬂithg?dominationaof‘Prﬁééianismi The PruSSianr
idea of léadership\iskin ééSence the Hegeliaﬁ'subordinatioﬁ
of indiﬁidual interéSté'fo ﬁhe‘idea of one moral authorityé
The indi#idual remains unpoliticai. Natibhél:Soéiélism;
hoWeVEr,kgoes beyond this Hegelian or Prussian‘cohééption;
Hitler‘wants‘mpré than mere,obEdience'to constituted author-
, 1ty, he demands actlve co~operatlon In his to»alltarlan
state tnere 1& no olaoe for the unpolltlcal person The
Natlonal Socialist aim ;s tokestabilsh a hierarchy of polit;
iéal leadéiShip analogous to the hiérérchie;military organ-
ization of the Prussian srmy. Thus the hievarchical siruc-
ture of Nationa1~SocialiSmAis thénpolitical embodimenf of
the Prussian priﬁéiple 6f "authorify from the ﬁbp;downfand
«respthibility fme the bottom uph.

Hltler however is not merely the polltlcal " leader
of the people" but also the chlef engineer of the political
‘ machlne w1th 1ts dogmas, its rituals, its bureaucratlc or=-
ganlzatlon. He 1is not merély a,modern'autocraxg he is thé

revolutionary condottiere of the armed band, the Charisf
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matic saviour of the nation, the demi-god of militant the-
. ocraéy. Accordlng to Hluler the role of the Fabrer 1s~
basio t0o Natlonal SOCl&lluM' In opp081t10n to:the democra—
tic: prlncmple of the anonymous "maaorlty of Suupldlty“ he
proposes to set up the pr1n01ple of personal responsibility
and leadershlp by the "beqt heads" . These "best heads“
constitute not'sO‘much an arlstocracy of the inteilect a.s
an‘aristoéfacy_oi will;“Plato wbuld have called this type‘
of gbvernmént the "timdrqratic state", the rule of the
"spirited",réther_thaﬁ the'iule of the wise.,vnRuthless
will to poWef";~ that:is'the~dominant charaéteristié'of;the
 ,modern tyrant and tne secret of his success. |

’ ‘We have seen that the leadershlp pr1nc1ple cannot
be éxplalned on legal or conutltutlonal grounds Its dgtuwe
is best described as charismatic, founded on racial myth
and re}lglgus‘bel;ef‘ The be}lef 1n-thewcharisma of divine. 
kingship is. as 0ld as history’itsey*.‘ It undérlies the
oharlsmatlc ohar@cter of the Mes51ah in the Old Testament
"as well as that of the dlvus Augustus of Imperlal Rome
Both Barbarossa and Frlederlch 11 of Hohenstaufen Were Te-
garded as personlfled gods. It,surv;ved until,comparatlve~
Ly recent tlmes 1nfthe char;smatic conatruotion of the‘"di}.
Vinéjright of‘kinés“¢‘.But the closest analogues to’the
,‘Nationél Socialist idea of leadérship,ére'the Lutheran,kand
mOfe particviérly the‘Calvinisﬁ' doctrinesjwhich offered an
1rrat10nal Justlflcatlon for the un11m1ted soverlgn author-

1ty of the gtate: Iuther's charlsmatlc aoctrlne however



involved a dualism between freedom'ofkconsciencé and out-
ward subserviénde. It was Ca1v1n's doctrlne of the pre-
’electlor of man to gracc, with its outwara ¢criterion of
success, that implied thatvtheksuocessful man must be obeyed. 
The estaollshed order is 1pso facto of divine right. The
state is necessarlly a coerc1ve institution and sanctity ex-
tends to all persons in the hlerarchy of: the state. There |
are other'rémarkabie‘points of‘similarity‘betweeh the Cal-
vinist fheocrafio stété and~Hiﬁler's‘totalitarian oné /
k Ca1v1n's ethlcs were essentlally an ethlcs of actlon com-
parable to Natlonal Soclallst dynamlcs ’ H;s theory of pre-
destination involvedva;belief ﬁn a,coSmicksystem,of quasi-
milita¢y,di5eipline. }His*doctrine §f5fbre-ordinatidn~ﬁas
fthevmahdateftd rule‘for the«c1érical oligarchy, whose power

Was,hardly repréééﬁtativevand practically unlimited. JIn
nNgtional SocialiSm gharismaticfléaﬁership aﬁdkorganiZafion

became a thséious device to-abolish_eQQélity and sﬁbéti—
- tute a hierarchical brder,,wherein,faith‘and obedience, not
>reason and true respoﬁsibi1ity weré the real motive'forces;A
In vieW of thése striking similaﬁities(l),we are, I beiieve,
Justified in iegérding'Calvin's theocracy in GenevabaS“the
embryo of the totélitarian state“offtodéy- |

A genuine forerunner Of.the charismatic cnnception

of National Socialist leadership was the philosopher Fichte.

(1) cfr. Neumann, Behemoth, pp.93-96
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He predicted the comlng of “the constralnlng lnrd 1nstalled
by God,'qnly formally a tyrant ‘and ursurper e v . oA lord
constraining to Germandom coe e constralnlng all‘beneath
the dominion of a higher insight "(1)

' Oné of the. mOSt'erudite*exponents”of modexrn dicta;
torshlp was the post-war German phllosopher Oswald Spengler
(1880 19%36). He advocat@d a return to "Caesarlsm" because
4this form;of‘goyernment WaS'most sulted-ﬁb the German cnar-
acter énd begausé a strbng PrnSSianiZed state wasvimpossi?

, blenwithout it., He described this Céesarism'as,ﬁthe way.Qf
gqvernﬁent;whibhidespite,allnconstitution31 formulation is
once more wholly formiéssrinnits inner being « e 8 return
into the primifiﬁe,~‘$hev§owers of the blood, théVPrimeval,
vgroWing; germinating forces of life . . . enter once more
intO‘bheir ancient masﬁerj.’ Race breaks forth pure and ir—;n
IQSistiblef the sncceés of the str%ngestfand the rést as
Prey. ‘it:seizes thé gbﬁérnance offtheVWOrld,‘and the realm
of bOOksaand probléms hecomés torpid Qn sinks’into obliv—’
ion."(2) | . / |

| ”~nLike the National Socialist.principle'ofkleader— %

sth, the related -doctrine of the €lite is based on mythl—

e cal~andfblologlcal;presumptlons. In the following chapter

"we“shali brieflyﬁanalyze the“Nazl'conceptlon and attempt to

discdvér some of the principle forerunners of thé‘doctrine.

(1) Quoted in- Rauschnlng, The Revolution of Nlnlllsm p.ibs
(2) Spengler 0.,The Decllne of the West, vol.II pp. 541-542



"Nothing commits the €lite - no,
philosophy, no ethical standard.
The revolutlonary dictatorship is
a new type in its cynical, unprin-
01pled policy of violence.® :
Rauschning,
Revol . of Nihilism, p.20

| ”Chapter\VII,
| THE WAZD ELITE:- APOSTLES,OF VIOLENCE.

As has been p01nted out in a prevzous chapter the

o leaders of the totalltarlan state, the party ellte, were .

'recrulted for the most part from the radlcal group of war
veterans who had become fanatlcal "trench soc1allsts"k
- eager“to destroy the ex;stlng order\of things. This
militia’of “irrégulars" had been unaﬁle to be reinétated
"1nuo 8 normal c1v1lian llfe and had decided to become pollt-
ical eondottlerl w1th one obgectlvee——total permanent revoi
1ut;on. Essentlally a“"KampfbundW; a flghtlng league, the
,Nazi'élité from the starthwaé characterized by its miliiary
- dlsclpllne, its ruthless will to power its aﬁbral ’inhuman
/ policy of - v111f10at10n and v1olence Insplrea by a rabld
fanatlclsm.and a bllnd falth in their hlstorlc mission, tbe
ellte aimed at the complets revolutlonlzlng of the tech—
nlque of government and the contlnuous dominance of the
;masses by force terror and propaganda. |

Basic to the ellte 1deology is the doctrlne of vio=
:‘lence, of direct action. Thls,constltutesythe dynamic of

the National SocialistffevolutiOn, the secret of its
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stréhgth ‘ It is Nletzsche's "w1ll to power" on a truly
hachlavelllan ba51s The Nazi &lite is def1n1tely;charac?
terized by the(essential immoralism of its methods. In
ﬁrinciple~the leaders are bound by no philoSophy, by no
social ethics. 'Philoéopgykand ethicé are‘fbr the &lite
merely ‘an indispensable éffeétiﬁe means~of achiéving~domin~
atlon ovex the masses and retaining that domlnatlon. ’
: There is-a formldable list of thlnkers who have in
'gfeater or 1esaer,degree contributed'to the doctrine of the
'élite and thé doctriné of violénce. ~Several éf these par—
:tlcularly Machlavelll Sorel and Pareto are 1nt1mauely
connected w1th Itallan Fascﬁlsm Except for Machlavelll,
,thelr»connectlon w1th;Natlonal Socialism~13~more elusive,
though it is byino.meéns improhable that they have indi-
rec#ly"eXGrtéd‘some influence on Nazi ideolbgy, ‘For that
reason uhey will receive cursory autentlon in this study
@blf ‘Hitler once clalmed that he not only read but
7 stud1edrmach1ave111's “Prlnce“ and consmderedzlt,a book
'that 13 "51mply 1ndlspensable for every polltlclan oy
: have " he boasted "no obJectlon to describing myself as a
d1$01ple of Machlavelll # (1) This political theorist had'
been the first thinker %6 advocate force as a means of
5001al cohe91on and to teach the polltlcal Value of appeal

,to the lower 1nst1nots of  man. Certalnly Hltler has prove&

(1) Rauschning, Bitler Speaks, pp.-267 and 271
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a most faithful"disciple. Who in history has ever utilized
~the baser instincts of man . Wlth such dlabollcal cleverness?

Who so con51stently employed deceptlon as an instrument of

“national pollcy, reserv1ng the,whlp,fthe‘dagger, the sword~
tO’terrOrize ‘subdue and ann1h11ate9 It’wes with Hitler
that Machlavelll's politlcal counsel "to comblne the

‘ hypocrisy of the*fox with the‘COuragefof ‘the lion" was to

- assume the proﬁoxtiOne of'grand political strategy.

Another political‘theorisi prbbably uhknbﬁn'to |

Hitler but nOt'to’MuSSOlini is Alfred Pareto ‘Whoee basie
contention was that. values are not amenable to 501ence or

%o polltlcs.' He therefore champloned anflrratlonllst and:
relativist ethics, discarded bethkefjectivity end univers=: -
selity of‘merals. A more original contiihution was his
cohceptiOn of the "circuletionvof:the élite“, a cycle in
Whlch polltlcal cunnlng and violence constantly alternated
‘in the battle of power Contemptuous of both democracy and

humanltarlanlsm Pareto laid sp601al emphasms en the value

’of v1olence anad decelt as polltlcal expedlents.
- | It is Georges uorel however, the great Frenoh syn-
dloallst Who has\merlted the tltle of "philosopher of wvio-
‘,lence par:excellenceﬁ.(l) A mllltant ‘anti- 1ntellectuallst

Sorel interpreted BergSonlan 1ntu1t10n 1nfterms,of’a :

l) cf . Neumann, S., Permanent Revolutlon pp.163%-164;
’also 138, 258
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facuity‘of political action~and‘maintéined that only ir-
rationa; forces~coﬁld'controleOGiety;‘ Only by meaﬁs of a
biplbgiéaiLéliteiemploying both myth and violence could a
virile civilization be inaugurated;k

”Wheth§r the doctrine of Sqrel and Paréeto had a di-
rect bearing on Nazi;élité ideology‘remainé problematical.
So much is gertain that the Nazis had a deﬁonstrati@ﬁ ad
oculos of thé gpspei ofyvioiénoe in the practices of the
of'the Easchist4Revolution. In anj case the theory of the

apostles of violence admirabiy‘fitted,the‘NaZi\patﬁern.‘
But thére~is no necessity for seeking‘foreign Wriﬁers to

' fexplain'the origin”of'Nazi‘iéeology;; Several well-known
Germén‘thinkers‘have exalted the use of force and deceit\
as poiitic&llexbediehcies. |
| N Nietzsche, in particular,'has been intimately
linked with theyﬁazi‘ideology’of élite ‘violence and war.
At Ilrst glance 1t seems falrly obvxous that Hltler's
apothe051s of "the eternal pr1v1lege of force and strengthﬂa)
has a remarkable affinity to Nietzsche's "Will-to- Power" .
‘the idea of the supermanfand'the'concept offa‘master+
- morality. Moiedmgr,~National Socialism‘haSwdeclared‘itself
vitally and,direétly bound to the pbst-philosopher of 8ils-
Maria. But it must not be forgotten that for National

Socialism Nietzschet's Nihilism and Immora1ism.served, like

(1) Hitler, Mein Kampf, p.458
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AU ET ous other 1sms, a8 useful polltlcal dev1ces to ensure
othe v1ctory of - the revolutlon. To that endhis doctrines
were exploited w1th,typ1cal German thoroughness, and'with'
no'lessotypical Nazi'unsorﬁpuioushess. Nietzsche's gréat
fame and popularity lent the needed prestige to the Natlon-
al. Soc1allst "Wektanach&uung" Whlch sadly lacked o proper
'ph;losopher. Hig forcofulfstyle and revolutionary pathos
lent thé intelleptual and~emo£ionalldyhamitefneoded by the
revolution of nihilism. What German philOSopher Was‘bétter
suited than the man who boasted that he "philosophized with
othe hammef@? Needleosyto say, However, the Nazis carefully
| oénsofEd{the new popular»edition; suppreséing all étate-
mehts’not,in accord’WLth_their;beliéfs.,‘Nietzsche,ilike
every one éise;owas "gleichgeschaltet", made to toe the
li;ne:# - | R

; ) The plaln truth however is fhat Nieﬁzsohékwas

: anythlng but a National Socialist. Iffhe was a Socialist,
,he,certalnly was not ajnatlonallstlc,*iﬁperialistic one.
There is a‘world~of difference betweEn”hiskphiloSOthzingf
with‘a,hammer/and'thekNazifideal off"thihking with onoﬁs
“bloodm. Nietzéché was'first andkforemoSt an aristocraﬁyof
~~thought' H1s philosophy was too hlghly 1na1v1duallstlc to
fit 1nto any totalitarian or authorltarlan pattern.; His
phllosophynwas~not,a phllosophy for the masses. He never
’desired‘a‘general adoption‘Of his bveliefs. Mofeover;aand I 3

think°this‘is a decisive:point;‘NietzsChe's philosophy was
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‘essentially an artiét's philosophy,(l) the tragic‘philoso_
phy of,the"DionySian not thé political philosophyfof thé
reVolutionary, True, it did contain a‘nihilistic~ anar— |
‘chistio°aspect. He hlmself oon51dered 1t "a terrlble ex-
p1031ve 1mper111ng all thlngs" (2). But again 1ts purpose\ 
wa.s essentlally ethloal - to ‘clear the path for the phllos-k
&ophers of the future, the creators of new values /kFor:all
his nihiiiém of ?éason, he prlded hlmself on belng the con-
) quéror of‘nihiiiSm,.the»éteatkyea?éayer,“thekgroaﬁ affirmer
of the heroic idéal.kiHe'glorified,fhé will-to-Power, but
itkié\éxtremelykdoubffﬁlkwhether he evor advised brute o
force.f loreover, hls will-to- power is a phllosophlc not a
polltlcal muoh less a mllltary concept Analogous to a
‘Bergsonﬂs "elan v1tal" ,1t represents a generaliZatiOn‘Syn-kk
onymouskWith7life, the urge to mould 5001ety, to determlne
the condltlons of llfe on earth ;&ometlmes,~too, it is
,equlvalent t03the "Will %o Truth" in the‘NietZSchean~sense.
Similafly,his heroic ideal of the ”%uperman", and of Zara*a
thustra;‘therprophet and forerunner of that ideal, are - |
oreators of ‘values, artists and_lawegiVeré; not revolu-
tionary'tyranto‘aoo imperialistic,qonquistadores. | |

; | Q,It is'true that some elements of his works, espec-
ially the doctrine of the subjugation of the herd by the

‘masters, the relativity of morals, the role of the élite

(1) ef . Nletzsche Ecce Homo, p.l1l49
2) Nietzsche, Ecce Homo, 3 X
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and fhé Qﬁ:wayw:valug offuntrﬁth, bear an outﬁardwreSem-
 biancg‘to their~Nazi éounterpérts;“Thé Nazis have made
‘(mﬁch’political capital out of this. It is;~however, a-
naive assumption to see iﬁfthe,Nazi‘revolutionary or the
Aryan iaéthhe,realization Qf(NietZSChe's,"Superman".
Spe‘rngl’er rightly ~po,ints,;>1;t that kthis": theory vbf the Super-
man’ig-ﬁpureie§Catology -a castle'in,the'air“.(l)
;NietzSGhe himself describes the Superman as merely his
| ideél10f “thénmost thoroughly welleconstitutéd type" (2),
supreme:as thinker, creator.of Values,;and‘reiigious
‘ gemiué. What had ﬁhis idéal‘in‘common;with a‘Stbrm-Trooper,
or a Black Shirt? |
ﬂjﬂNietZSche's tlite, on thevcbntrary, Was ankarié—
Vtocracy of the intellect, not of bldod.~ His«futﬁreﬁphil-
"qsoﬁhgrs,g"the bridgesfto.the sﬁperman", were not politi-
L cal blagkguards acting With,ruthléss lust;for‘canﬁest:and"
'gunscrupulous‘tyranny. Their task, as he envisaged it, was
- "o fix the hierarchy of ValueS WhiQh were tokgonstrain
milleniums to,take new'paths459oward»a higher humanity.
This ideal hekplaced oVer andkagainst thé decadent ideals
;of'the‘Christiaﬁfsaintfand‘the Schopenhauerianfpessimisti
‘Eor thisfreason he~was}uncompromisingly opposed to the

k“herdémoraliﬁy"~of both Christianityfand,demoqracyvas well

Spengler, Decline of the West, Vol.II, p.363

- Nietzsche, Ecce Homo,  }(8 , ,

Nietzsche, Genealogy of Morals, 217, cf. Beyond Good
and Evil, V.sec.203

G
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- a8 to the "autonomous herd" of proletarian sociglism. In

‘S all‘theSe+forms,he~saW the great obstacle to the rearing

of o higher, nobler type. 1In all of them hée saw a danger-
ouslslavefinsurrecticn‘of‘ﬁorals;‘ihspired by hatred; re—r
SEntmehﬁ~and the denial pﬁ;the will to live, —in a word,
the triumph of Fihilism. In bbth demooracj and socialism
héAforésaw,the;éossiblefdegenefafion of mankind into pig-

mies of equal rights, and "an involuntary arrangement for

‘the rearing of tyrants®.(l) "The herd," he predicted,

"will require a;master Y. . as they‘require theif daily

" bread.m"

 The great~"YéaéSayer" is, I believe, also unjustly

associated with the Nazi theory of violence and warfare.

‘True, for Nietzsche, the dynamic moralist, life is a battle,

grim,'pitiless;fwithOut quarter. His is no conventionally

Darwinian struggle for survival, but the battle-cry for

power and the extension of power in its most sublime sense.

He confesses that'he‘is essentially a warriOr,fa "maﬁ who
needs ﬂb=be an enemy' . »War to him, hbWever,vwas'an intel~
1e¢tua1;‘moral°affair; He is ndkglorifiéf of nationalistic,
imperialistié wafsiof aggfeSsion,and conquest. "Yogr war
éhéll you wage, and for:thé sake Ofkyoﬁr théughts"(z) is

the:adménitiOn Zarathustra'givesjto,his~disciples. "Not

(1) Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, V.sec.203 of sec.174
(2) Nietzsche, Thus Spake Zarathustra, Part I, ch.lO0 :
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forcible new distribut jons, but gradual transforma,tions of
opinion are neceSSary, justiceein allkmatﬁere must'become
rgreater;‘the instinet for vielence,lees,"(l) This was.
Nietzschet's noble conceptien of,“grand politice raised‘to
the realm of splrltual warfare“ It has llttle in common
w1th the ruthless power polltlcs of National Soc1a11sm.
i° conceptlon of ‘g great etatesman ie dlametrlcally op-
posed t0 the ideal of a modern_dlctator. In an 1llum1nat;
ing dialogae on the great;statesman 2) Nietisehe's anti-
natlonal 3;01ellst 1deal is revealed "Supp051ng " he
wrltes ng, statesman were to brlng nis people 1nto the posi-
tlon of belng obllged to practlse 'hlgh polltlcs' for whlch
they were by nature badly endowed and prepared 80 that
they would have to sacrlflce their old and rellable v1rtuee
'eout of 1ove to a new and doubtful medlocrlty o .~suppose‘
ing such a statesmanewerebto stlmwlate the slumbering )
passions and avidities of‘thisepeople;'were to SubVert k
thei?-cohsciehee, make their'mindsenarrow,ﬁandftheir tastes
tnational® - what! WOuld such e sfateemanfbe great?"
wStrong and mad! not g‘reetxu/' That has been, and still is,
"the‘considered~ferdict of manyrunbiased‘cfitics of the
Natlonal 3oc1a11st elite, and it may well become the damn-

ing verdlct of" the deluded German people themselves.

f(lg'Nietzeche, Twilight of Idols, p.76 et passim
(2) Nietzsche, Beyond Good and Evil, %241, p.1l72
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Yes, Nleuzsche knew that he was a fatallty, but he

could scarcely have foreseen that 1t Was to be his fate uo
be a55001ated with a naulonal soclallst revolutlon of Nlhl-
llsmf _Indeed, The Germans are 1ncurable idealists.

|  Oné/of the»m@st influéntiél poets of modern'Germahy
and a thinker frequently associated with Nationsl Socialiem
is'Stefah‘George. Aé ‘high priest’of the‘famOus "George
uerle" he romantlclzed the 1dea of the Nletzscﬂean super-k
' man the Georgean hero who puts his trust in falth not
,reason,‘ln blood, not‘lntellect. But neltner ‘his myshlcal
,eonCeotion of“a cultured,élitek~nor his irratiohalist
ethlcs sufflne to make hlm a precursor of Natlonal Socialist
1deology Hls ideas were in harmony Wlth the spirit of the
agéﬁbut'lacked~the revolutlonary fire characteristic of the
movement;AﬁLiké Spengler he was néver.a'ﬁational SOCialist;

| " The Nazi dbctrihe of the é&ite aha the use‘of forcé

have a»reméfkablé affinity to Spengler:sybohcéption ofimah~
aS~“a beast of pfey". In his‘béoklet vmaﬁ andgTEchnicé",(l)‘
Spengler attempts to justify nis view that man is fundamenﬁw 
tally a brute v'moi considers the world as his prey. "Ideals
areyéoﬁardiceﬁ; %he ﬁnprihcipled use of force is the secret
of sucdeSs.‘ Spenglér"s oontempt of the laboring ¢lass,
whom he calls "the human vermin, his depreciation of in-

tellect and his exaltation of action, finally his insis-

(1) Spengler, Man and Technics, p.19
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fence on leadership; hiererohic”organizetion and Prussian
d1501pllne have much in common with Natlonal Soclallst
1deals. That he was never a full- fledged National oolal~‘
‘1st is due partly to his reJectlon of the rac1al 1deology
of Na21sm partly to hls Pru351an arlstocracy of spirit
Whlch had only the utmost contempu for the barbarian radi-
callsm of the revolution. ; Nevertheless his profound pess-
imism and his pagan p081t1v1sm had con51derable 1nfluence'
“in shaplng the 1deologlcal presumptlons of the Natlonal
8001allst Weltanschavung .- He appears as -a, splrloual~god-
father of Na21sm rather than as one of its 1ntellectual
progenltors,‘as a, klnd of late Pru531an "Knlght of the woe-
fulyeeuntenanceﬁ a, Cassandra of the 1mpend1ng doom of
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"The total state implies continuous
dynamics . . . the permanent revo-
'lution." ' :
. Neumann 3
Permanent Revolution, p. v111.
- Chapter VIII.

: THE NATURE AND-AINS OF THE NAZI'STATE.
As already suggested in a previous . chapter the

Natlonal Socialist conceptlon of the state is an outgrowth

of the rac1al Weltanschauung whlch postulatee unllmlted

“power over the natlon and the complete subordlnatlen of
, the'indiv1dual to the,rulinﬁ‘elite. The NaZi state is
,authorltarlan and totalltarlan ‘but not above its creator

~ and guardian, the party eThe party itself is sovereign and

mexrely uses the state to purSue itstWn ends'~it‘is the

Lev1athan ‘of the polltical machinery of the state, dominat-

‘1ng the llxe of the natlon mobllyz1ng it for its supreme

obJectlves, war and the total reorganlzatlon of 8001ety.

The total state is a produet of total war; conversely the

hature of'total waxr determinéé’the nature of the tqtalif

tarian state. TFrom an economic point of view the total

stete‘ismneither7a~corporate‘state‘nor State Capitalism.

‘National Socialist economics ig best described as a bureaus-

eratic capitalism, the political control of a planned econ- ’
dmy in accordance with political‘and military necessities..
The relatlonshlp between party and staue is not

ea51ly deflned The party, though soverelgn dld not ab-
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sorb the state, but existed as a state within ﬁhekstaﬁe-

In this dual state’both party machinery and state burea-
’cracy wére retéined the one the protagonist df the revor
lutlonary aims, the otber the executor of tradltlonal
,governmental functlons the "bearer ofﬂtne spiritual goods
of the Volk” (1) as Hitler expressed it. Except for a
bnlef interlude in 1934 when &1tler attempted fo end. the
revolution, the state neveryin Nazi ideology,receiVedkthe
glorification éharacteriStic of Hégelian and. Prussian
’polltlcal thought It is true thaf~for some theorists
Hegelt's idea of the state was held up as the model for the
:Natlonal 3001a11st state. Other nolltlcal thlnkers even
proposed that the Naz;vState was merely a‘further develop-
ment of the "Rechtsstaat" (the legal state) of Frederick II
of Prussia. kBUt these WellFmeant'aftempts ﬁerefsoon repu-
diated. ,Asfﬁeuménn>points out, "ihe.most influential “
'vpolltlcal theorlsts reject the Hegellan p011t10a1 phlloso—k
phy- because it glorllles the state "(2) Alfred Rosenberg,
Mthe phllosopher of Nat;ona1,8001allsm, is Qutépokenly anti;
HegeiianQ(S) Nor does it seem ﬁoésible tb*fiﬁ Hégel's
phiiosoﬁhy intoftbe Nazi idéoldgy. Not only did he abso-
“lutize the étate as thefhighest embodiment of reason with-

in the historical process and apotheosize it as the "March

| l) Hltler, Mein Kampf ,
~ (2* Neumamn, F., Behemoth, p.234
A3 Rosenberg, Mythus pp.525-527
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of God through the world", he furthermore maintained that
the state has a life, 2 will, a personallty of its owm,
that it is absolutely soverelgn compared to which all in-

dividuals are~relatea,’;What had the Hegelian state, this

:,"hleroglyph of reason"(l) and "reallzatlon of freedomﬂ 2)

and moralluy to do with the Na21 state reduced to a slave
of the Na21 party7 Flnally Hegel's State. rests on Rellglon
1ts form and con51tut10n is determlned by rellglon (3) The
Nazm state, however, is based on the myth of race and the
gospel bf:violence; Not Hegel's "1dea of Splrlt" or divine
reason but Rosenberg's idea of blood and brute force are
the basic pillars of the total state., | |

Hltler llkew1se rejected the state and reduced it

Lto‘the gervant of the racial people, "Thefstate is not our'
"master, we (the politiCalvelite) are the masters of the

‘state," Hitler,declared.(4)  Thdsfthe;state is reduced to a

means to an end; it no longer is a moral concept or the
realization of~an~absolute idea. Neumann sums-up Hegel's

relatlonship 4o Nazism by assertlng that "Hegel cannot be

7he1d respon51ble for the polltlcal theory of National

' Soclallsm Efforts of Hegellans to adgust thelr mastert's

theory to Nazi ideology have falled " 5)

Hegel, FPhilosophy of History (Selections,Lowenberg)p.450

(1) ~Fa

() Ibid., p.388 |

(3) Ibid., pp.404-405 ‘ 3

géj Hltler Speech at Nurnberg, 8th Sept., 1934
5

Neumann F., Behemoth, p.78
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'~The’Nati§nal‘Socialistrcon¢éption of the state is
more justly trace@‘badk to the,nationalistic,philosopher;
thann Gottlieb Fichte. It isihe'Whofproclaimed‘that the
state exists,essentially for the aake~of‘thé natioh as ‘con-
celved in raclal terms Flchte llkew1se antlclpated the ;
Na21s in advocatlng natlonaT economio autarchy and the sub-
ordination of science to rac1ologlcal con51derat10ns.' '

Other forerunners of the Natlonal 8001a11~t goncep-
~tiony§f the state were d;sgussed 1nfthe chapter on Nationa-
listic Soc1allsm. ' g | \

An ana1y31s of Natlonal Socialist stateyldeology
ywould be 1ncomplete w1thout at least a . cursory mentlon of =
1t54polltlcal»a1ms. 1% has truly been_sald that the Na21
‘;totalltarlan state 1mplles 1mper1allst expan51on and the
‘imeans thereto Loy total war. vA neW mllltary 501ence, known
as‘Geopollt;cs,”WaSjgraftedxlnto‘ﬁhe Nazi idebibgy to
grétibnalize'its féreignvpolitical'aims, ‘The leading expo-
'ﬁeht of this school of thought'wasfGeneral‘Kari‘Haushofer,
 who raised~the\SCienQe of Geop@liticsktdfthe'status of a
ﬁweltanschuung",v‘RosenbergfseiZed épOn fhis~scien¢e‘and
 tied'itkin with,his/basio concepts of a master racé,‘which
 was’destined to establish the rule of the warrior éaste
,ﬁhﬁoughout Eﬁrope. But the true "father of geopolitics™

Was notﬁHauShofer; but the géographer'Friéderich Ratzel,(l)k

(1) RatZel, Fr., Anthropogeographie, 1899
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who 0riginated thefconcenfsfof “Lebensraum" and the laws of
Lothe growth of: spaces and the “1nroot1ng" of the people in
the soil. It was Rudolf KJellen however, who revamped
RatZel's*"anthropogeographyﬂ and,provided the bridge 1o
‘Natlonal Soc1a11em (1) Other geopolltlolans like Slr Hal-~
’ ford MacKlnder and Frleaerlch Naumann ( (2), who both formula-
ted and developed the notlon of a Central Europe contr1bu-
ted to the Na21 polley of "Drang nach Osten"f ,Haushofer'
fthus bad a 11ne of 1ntellectual forervnners. In‘hié "ﬁélt~v
lpOlltlk von Heute" 5) he merely gave all these stralns'
thelr ultlmate formulatlon. Subsequently another disciple
of the geopolltlcal school, Ewald Banse, in his popular
“Wehrwmssenschaft" raised the science of geopolltlcs to the
rank of a "natlonal phllosophy" of 1mperiallst exnansmon.k
That geopolltlcal 1deas seeped down to the lower strata of
the natlon~1s evidenced by the immense popularltv of suchl/
‘novele as Hans Grlmm's best-~ 8eller "Volk ohne Raum" (People
w1thout A1v1ng’8pace). But the Ru551ans probably learned
‘ﬁoreAfrom Haushofer than Hltler and his generals, Who
scemed to have overlooked Haushofer's prophetic article,
"Spacefas:a‘Weaan";~,Whaﬁever’thelscientific value of
geopolitics, it seems certain that the ideas of Haushofer
(l) Kjellen, R., The Sﬁate as Liﬁing Space.
(2) Naumann, F., "Mitteleuropa™ 1915

{%) Haushofer, Karl, Weltpolitik von Heute, Berlin, 1935
and Wehr-Geopolitik, Berlin, 1932
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~and his schoblehave,hadfeonsiderable influence in shaping
’Nazi pdliticel thoughf on>foreign effairs “or this reason
’both KJellen and Haushofer should e 1ncluded in the rank
of the 1deologlcal forerunners of National Socialism.
edhetherrRosenbergls prOJects for a Nord10—centra1 Europeah
Nazi empire and ‘the conquest of Western Russia derive. from
the geopolltlcal school is uncertaln. That hls conoeptlons,.
‘are-ln harmony Wlth the geopolitical 1deology’1s fairly
obvious in spite ef someedisagreementeregardihg~strategy‘
‘and‘fOréign "politics®. L | :

| The forerunners of’ Natlonal 8001allsm.are a8 we
have seen qulte numerous, as we could have expected from ‘
such an eclectlc revolutlonary 1aeology Noﬁ all of them
~’are genulne 1deologlcal progenltors, some are only pro—
~:phets some merely splrltual godfathers In the 1lst of
genuine Lorerunners I would 1nclude Wagner and. H. §. Chanm-
berlalnefor their contrlbutlon’of the doctrine: of rade;
kList,kLagardem.Mbeller van den.Brﬁck and'perhéps Fichte end
ATreitschke, who‘advenced“the natibﬁaliet conce@tion of the
state;.Heushofer~and KjelienkWho are resﬁonsible for’ﬁhe
geopelitical idéology‘of’Nazism~ 1ast not least «Machia-k
velli and the Marx1sts for the revolutlonary methods of
”v1olence and deceit. Spengler George, and espec1ally
kxNietZSche;‘were pfOphets rather than progenitors of Nazi

‘ideology. Some of their philosophical ideas were politi-
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' caliy exploited by thé”Nazis;‘but it ﬁemains extremely
dOubtful whether their doctrihes wére in any sense or in-
tentiﬂaﬁibnalvsdcialist. *The cqnclusion eanrtherefore be
dréWnlﬁhaf no single philbsbphyfcan be made fespohsible |
for Nationsl Socialist ideology. This reﬁolutionary:"Wél~
tansbhauuhgﬁ‘is esSéntiéiﬁy’eéléctibgand‘the‘only philoso;
phéflit;haé 80 far‘olaimed as 1its own is]the eclectic
philosopher Alfred Rosenberg, an eruditekdisciple of
'~several schools.‘~But even his philosophy, consistent as
it appears to‘be;'doés not;constituﬁe'thé'sum and substance
of National Socialism. Although his ideas carried consid-
ergblekinfluenCe inathe "peribd“of'struggle" they‘weré
léter‘found ébo”éigié‘to“keép up with the révolutionary
dyyamicsbof ﬁhe~mdvément and the marCh of events. '&ome of'
his‘¢onceptions_ﬁoo weré found inadequate ahd discarded -;‘

3

they no longer Carrisd the day. i

THE END.
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