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- FROM 'CARIBOO RHYMES'.

Ahd sae ye thihk ol coming here,

”And leavin® a your guids'and gear,

A YCur wife and balrna, and home, eh, Sawney,'
,If ye wad llaten to adv1ce,

- And sae ye wlll if ye be,wise -

 fJ@ét biﬁé.at homé andfwbrk'awa’

‘ fYé mauna think we houk up gold,
As‘yefthe tatties fraé the mould. |
Gude falth, ye'll maybe houk a twa'l mot

' And never ev n get a gllsk e't‘

And then what gomes o! us,pu;r deevils,
We get as thin~and‘lean~as weevils;
o wark we cenna get a stroke,
 We're what they ca' oot here tdead broke'
; Which~means we hlnna eten a groat
To line‘our”stomach;orkourAQOaﬁ, o
| f:LSae doon the country we may gang,
;And this the burden 0' oor sang Cod e
 *‘;?0 ilka ane that comes alang,

’;Ereend,‘be~adv18ed and turnfaboot§~
 Fbr Carlboo is noo played oot'!

(Lines written by James.Anderson to a

friend, in February 1864, at Rlchfleld in
the Carlboo ) ,
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PREFACE.

The bitterness which James An&erédn expresses in the
lines quoted on the frontispiece was fortunately not the
 feeling of all who came to British Columbia during the
gold rush. Otherwise the field of this work would have
been much narrower and probably much less interesting in
its subject matter.

For invaluable agsistance in this work, the writer
has‘to thank the staff of the Archives of British Columbia
at Victoria, B. C., and especlally Dr. Kaye Lamb; formerly
kProvincial Archivist, now Librafian'of the University of
British Columbia. In addition, the staff of the Northwest
léectiqn, Library of thé University of Washington, gave the
writer every assistance possible.

To Dr. W; . Sage; head of the Department of History
a double debt is due; first, for his direction and
assistance in the task, second for the fact that his
suggestion has opened for this writer a field of study

Which‘promises a great deal of futuxre enjdyment.



CHAPTER 1.
THE DISCOVERY OF GoLp.

A new' link was forgedyln the World en01rcllng ohaln of
;Brltlshelmperlel posses31oas When on August 2 1858 there
ywas\ofeafedaby Act of Pafliamentf bhe new Colony of Brltlsh
leolumbla. Exactly onie month later James Douglas, already

kgovernor of the older colony of Vancouver Island was
elappOlnted governor of the new terrltory. These formal steps

~had become neoessary, accordlng to the framers of the Aot |
~since 0 many Brltlsh subgects had by the llcense and con- :
~sent of‘Her MaJesty,,resorped to_and'settled in certain wild
} and’unoooapiedkterriﬁorles Of the northwest coast of Amerioa
, ...for mlnlng and other purposes. (l) What these other |
‘purposes could havekbeen; is very doubtful certalnly very
’few of Her MajeStyfs~subJects, or of” the motley horde of all
knationalities whicﬁ poured intogBhiﬁish=columsia in‘1858;>
Were drawn by anythinb except the magic/word ngoldtn Forya
. new El Dorado had been dlscovered 1 ‘ ,mlv,~m |

The lands 1nto which miners ‘were now povrlng by the

'(l) An Act 5o Provide for the Goverament of British Columbia,
(on first reading the name used was that of New Caledonla) v
Text of debates and formal notice of royal assent in Hansardts
,Parllamentary Debates, vol. 1V of issue for session 1857-58.

: In his speech of formal introduction of the bill, 8ir
Edward Bulwer Lytton said that such a bill had become Unec-
 éssary to the maintenance of law and the preservation of life
‘in the district®. He also stated that already 1000 ounces of
gold had been taken out of tThe colony. (Hansard's Parliament-

“@\,ary Debates, vol. lV, Issue for sess1on 1857 58, pages llOlfff,\



sthoosands; hadkbeen,‘prior to. the gold discovery; simply
~Britishsterritory, in which the only vestige of British
\1authority Wes thekHudson's,Bay Company's exclusive license

“to trade, and_in Which the'only represettatives of British
jﬁpisdiction were the Company factors andvtraders;l Throughn
5oﬁt,the wholE‘mainland region'there were in all, probably
,gfeWerithan tWO'hﬁndred white men, nearly all company officials,
~together with a few;trappers, and~in’1856 and 1857, a Veny A
:few prospectors drawn there probably from ‘the Callfornla”
. gold fields by rumors of the ex1stence of placer gold.
: Although it was the discovery of gold ;n,the Thompson
'Rivef valley; end on the richly auriferous barsfof the'lower
’Freserewhich led to the great. rush offless; this was by no
_meansstheefirst indicatiOn of the existence of precious metal
'n therterritory. In 18515a‘fldrry'of ekcitementfhad beent
caused by the news that the Hudson's Bay Companj vessel the“
"Una" had brought from the WeSb ooa3u of the Queen Charlotte
kk;ISlands - some 81xty ounces of gold. (2) Two mining expedit—
;1ons from American settlements on Puget Sound v131ted the -
islands ~but the hostlllty of the Halda Indlans prevented any
operatlons. In. 1852 at least elght separate partles left
t Callfornla for the new strlke, but none met Wlth any sucoess. 

‘The Hudson's Bay Company 1tself sent an expedltlon 1n 1858 on.

(2) Howéy“agd‘Scholefleld "British Columbia, From the
Earliest Times to the Present" - Vancouver, B. C., 1914,
Vol 2, page 1. : . : :



,;3;
V:'thejbrig &Recorery" to GoldkHarboreon Moreebyklsland.‘ Gol@
;‘kQuartz_to“the telue of,iQOIWas obtained, hut the expedition -
-showéd; a loss to the Company of almost AL000. (3) Hopes were
VVStill high :apparently, for in April of11855 GoVernor Doug-
,1as felt 1t his duty to issue 8 proolamatlon and a series-of
‘mlnlng regulatlohs for the 1slands, by that tlme apparent-
g ly,othey were no longer needed, for the gOldfrush Was over.,
hThe?Qheen CherlottefeXcitementfdid serve one purpose,
howéter. Indiens'of‘the meinland Were,made'aWare'for,the
first time-of the greethaluefof the<yellow metal; and in
Wldely separated areas dusteand“huggetS‘were brought‘in to
-,Hudson's Bay Dosts; In 1852 Chief Trader McLean purchased
~,gold fromAIndlans Who orought the dust to the Hudson's Bay
h post at Kamloops.;(é) Wh;teumen, too, began to look for |
traces of the gold. Tn f1853"w~fhile surveying a road through
- what is now northern Washlngton between‘Walla Walla and
Fort Stellaooom George MQLallan found and Washed gold on
. the ‘banks of several streams 1n thatvarea. (5) In 1855

: Hudson's Bay Company employees at Fort Colv1lle washed

,(5) Idem - page 6 Douglas reported on the aot1v1t1es of

1852 to the Colonial Secretary, saying that theminers had

" not-altered their opinion of the richness of the prospects.

- Douglas to Sir John Pakington, Queen Charlotte Island Papers,

~August 27, 1852,

"(4) Wade, M. 3. - %The Thompson Country“, Kamloops l907,page 81

- (5) Gllbert Frank.T. "Historical Sketches of Walla Walla, :
Whitman, Columbla and Garfleld Countles“,k?ortland 1882,

vkpage 136 : ‘ - S



"*kegravel;and found gold on the beach near‘that'post. (6) In

, ﬁis diary, Governor Douglas records‘that‘ihv1856, an’indian
: foond aklarge nuggetqwhileedrinkiﬁg from.ﬁhe Thompson River
just east of its junction.with the Frasef. (7) Injthe |
summer of that same year a party of American miners'arrived
k on the Fraser 1tself, camped on a bar near Fort Hope and ’
kbegan't0~obta1n good returns by Washing the gravel.,(S),'k'
‘AsjayfeSult of these ihcidents;‘apperently‘the number
of goldseekefs in the mainlend increasedfappreoiably; At
~any rate, Governor Douglas now took offlcwal eognlzance of
«thelr presence for the flrst time. In July, 1857 he re-
kported»to Her Magesﬁy's{ohlef Colonlal Secretary Lhe dls—
oovery of gold in Whaﬁkhe called ™the Coubteau country®, the
'_teblelendsolying between theiFrasef~end Columbia. 'Thfeats
+of frlctlon between the prospectors and the Thompson Rlver
"Indlans caused the Governor to request in his report, the
: app01ntmentkof.an off;o;al‘w1th authorltykto give the natives
‘f‘oroteoﬁion»ifktroub1e~did,arise, fof; he said the Indians
x‘"heVe’letely taken the;high héﬁdedQ”thQQgh probably’not’un-
“Wise coﬁrSe of expelliﬁg all’oarties’of gold diggers, com-
posed chlefly of persons from the Amerlcan Terrltorles Who

,(6) Howay and Scholefleld - op cit. - page 10. \
(7) Diary of Sir James Douglas, Archives of British

. Columbia. Entry made August 14, 1860.

~(8) John Work to Edward Wrmatlnger August 8 1856.

'fVIncluded in the Ermatinger papers, a oollectlon of letters

to Bdward Ermatinger from Work, Archibald MacDonald and
- others. M. S. S. in Archives of_British Columbia..



have forced an entry into their country.ﬁ*(Q)‘

“Later in the same year, Douglas again‘reported to London

' cencernlng the new developments.;'“The~reputed Wealth of the
Couteau mines is cau81ng much exc1tement among the populatlon
of the Unlted States terrltorles of Washlngton and Oregon

»and I have no doubt that a great number of people...w1ll be
attracted thlther with the return of Tine weather in the f
sprlng." (10) At the same tlme, Douglas reported that al—
though doubtful of hlS authorlty and of hlS Jurlsdvctlon/‘
over the malnland he had alreadv taken steps to cope with
the extraordlnary condltlons which were arising, by 1osu1ng;'

' regulatlons for and collectlng licence fees from would be

mlners. | - |

Hls propnecyvreéerdingAthe:influx ef'thedepring Was'd
b‘rfulfllled in a degree Whlch he hlmself had probablv deemed
1mp0551ble. The flrst shlpmentwof godd from Victoria to

San Fran01sco by the Hudsen’e Bay steamef~“0tter" created
the 1nterest there whlch already eXleed 1n northern towns.;'
The Olympla publlcatlon the "Ploneer and Demoorat" on =

March 5 of 1858 carrled a story concernlng the new dlgglngs
under the headllne "Reported Gold Dlscoverles . On March'lzv

a follow—uo storv Was headed "Good News From Gold nlnes"

{9) Douglas to Labouchere, Despatches to London, July 15,
1857, Douglast' own copies are in the Archlves of BTlulSh
'Columbla.

(10) Douglas to Labouchere Despatches “to Londo", Dec. 29,
1857. : _



~ For the rest of the month and in April issues, ®Highly

Favorable Reports® and "Encouraging Newsh crowdéd other
material from therfront-pages. (11) ©Farther south, the San
Francisco ®Herald" of April 20,'1858; described the depart-
ure on thaﬁ day of the steamer "Commodoret With‘45Q passen-
gers, wbound for the new digeings in Frazer's River.n (12)
The “Bﬁlletin“ of San Francisco, in 1its is%ﬁe of June 4,

pfinﬁéd for iﬁs readers a “full vooabulary of Chiﬂook Jargon,

/as used by the Indian tribes on the Frazer and Thompson

Rivers®. (13) The same paper reported in its marine intelli-

gence that in the first two weeks of June, 15 ships of all

types sailed from San Francisco to the new gold field, each

one with every aveilable inch ofkspace'océupied.

Nor was the interest in the new field confined to the

dmmediate viecinity. It is not to be wondered at that thous-

ands of diggers, disappointed in the California fields, would

flock to the new field, but it is astonishing to see how

guickly the fever spread to other parts of the world. The

- wPioneer and Democrat?® of November 26, devotes space to

comments from other Jjournals in such widely separated cities

@ e e wr w0 e em am e

(11) Pioneer and Democrat, OlympLa; Issues of Liarch and
April 1858, (Copies in Northwest Section, lerarf of the
University of Washington.

-(12) Begg, Alexander - WHistory of British Columbla", S

Toronto, 1894. Page 265.

(13) This vocabulary was reprinted in the Appendix to Hazlitt,
W. C. - "British Columbia and Vancouver Island", London, 1858,
Pas calculated to be of great use to mlpers and all parties

traversing the country®.



‘as Melbourne, Omaha and London. (14) HEnglish opinion was
described by Kinahan Cornwallis,'who told his #English readers
~in 1858 that "nations have been awakened to the knowledge of
another - a néw - E1 Dorado, outvying all beside®™, and that
as a result "that which but a brief period gone,“reposed a
solitary, &et riant wilderness, is now allve with the clamors
of a rﬁshing sea of men; and the foundations of cities are
already laid from the Rocky Mountains to Vancouver, that
hilly and forest—oiad isle of a thousand beauties and a
nationt's promise - the England of its ocean®. (15) One can
Wéll imagine the Tfeelings of the Englishman’who read that "men
rwho have been groping in the hagzy squalor of poverty for years
in this country, and might remain so forever, may at once
take a plunge into the arena_bf wealth and all its attendant
glory by embarking for the golden shores of our dazzling El
Dorado", (16)

These claims were not by any means the most fantastic
to be advanced about the new mines. Lven the austerity of

.the London Times was disturbed to the extent that a special

correspondent, Donald Fraser, was commissioned to - send reports

- (14) In New York excitement was such that a prospective gold-
digger had to stand in line for a whole day to get a ticketb”
on a ship leaving for San Francisco, (lMcCain, C. W. "History
of the 8. 8. Beaver". Vancouver, 1894. Page 120.) -

(15) Cornwallis, K. - "The New REldorado', London,l858,

page 147. 0Officials of.the Vancouver Island Tourist Bureau
would do well to read other references in this same volume.
(16) 1Idem. Page 154.
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‘,fme Sen_Franoisco; (17) The‘gloWing'phrases of his 1etﬁers
’nnst have persuaded manﬁ te'embark for the new colony,'apd

| apparently cauged many, ‘a year or so later, to Wluh Lhat they
eould lay hands upon him. (18) 7 |

o The summer of 1858 saw‘tne peek of nhe first rTush ﬁQ,
VBritisthOiﬁmbiaf5 During the months fron'April_to August,
Sixty;seVen schedUledySailings were listed from ‘the port of
san Franciseonto Victoria and‘%he~Fréser River.k(l9) During
ktnat time,’acoofding to the passenger liéts, ovef lé,OOO;sef
Out for the new‘fields; but it is,eignifieant that there Wase
, always a dlscrepanoy between the number of nasoengers offlc—'
;1ally,embanked, and the- number who poured down the gangplank
'kat Vietoria:k For example, the‘#Commodore" left San Fran01sco
on April 20, with 300 peseengere, but arrived at_Victhia

with 450kon board. (20) The ®Sierra Nevada® left on June 25

(17) mis letters aoneared regularly in the Tinmes, bevlnnlng
on June 14, 1858. Much of his correspondence Ts quoted in
Hazlitt, Ww. C. - op. ¢it., and there are quotations from his
letters in Johnson, R. B - “Very Far West Indeed". London,
1873, .

(18) The Rev John Sheepshanks metfthem on the trall in 1868
and  their plaint was "0, that Times correspondentt! If I catch
‘himt 0O, this god- forsaken countryi® This is the_ same Tev-
erend gentleman who held the first_divine service at Antler

Creek, in one end of a saloon which had been cleared for his

purposes. At the other end the bartender continued to sell
~ his whisky and cigars. (Duthie, Rev. D. W. - ®“A Bishop 1n
- the Rough®™. London, 1909,

(19) ¥Wright, E. W. (Editor) - "Lewis and Dryden s Marlne
History of the Pacifie Northwest®, Portland, 1895, '
(20) " Douglas to Laboucéhere, May. 8 1858. DesPatch prlnted
“in the Correspondence Relanlve to the Discovery of Gold in
~the Fraser's River District in British North America. Her
Majesty's Stationery Office, London, 1858. g
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with 900 passengers, butl ianded 1900 at Viectoria on July 1.

Fares on these vessels sometimes Wefe as high as $75.00
per‘passenger, but deck room could be procured for half that
sum. Accomodations, even for the cabin passengers must have
been of the worst, but ﬁhere is nolregérd of any who demand-
ed a refuﬁd;of his fare. Apparently almost anything could
be eﬁdured, if it brought the gold seeker closer to the

fortune which awaited him.
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CHAPTER 11.

THE GATEWAY TO THE GOLD FIELDS.

-The éummer.of 1858 was an eventful time for the
Hudson's Bay post at Victoria, for that town became the
“jumping-off place® for the Fraser mines; those months
muét have been tfying ones for James Douglaw, who Telt it
his duty to act in a double capacity - as the nearest rep-
reséntative of the British government and at the same time
as the official guardian of the Hudson's Bay Company"'s
trading interests in the mainland region.

‘The problémg which confronted him might have caused a
man of weaker stuff to throw up his hands in despair.

VFaced with the fact that his jurisdiction over the main-
land was shadbwy at best; and with the fact that the miners
who poured int0~vi§toria and thenog to the Fraser river bars,
represented the wildest and most‘l;wless cross-section of

soclety, Douglas yét strove to introduce British laws and to

provide for their enforcement. Simultaneously he was en-
deavering to give all facilities'to the miners, yet still to
gecure the trade of the gold regions for his company.

The governor had‘set himself & stupendousztask’- the‘

more so as immigration continued unabated, even though all

but a few of'the Fraser bars were still under water, with
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no prospect of being worked until fall. As more and more men .
gestablished themselves on the river banks from Langley up to
fYale, and as more and more reached Victoria ready to begin

;the last lap of their journey, it soon became apparent that

the most urgent task was to provide facilities for the trans-

portation of ‘men and supplies from Victoria to the Fraser.

And the government, as represented by Douglas, must take the

lead in this matter 1f there was to be any supervision of the
immigration of minefs to the river ®by boats, canoes and
evéry species of small craft® (1), in most cases without the
péyment of the licence fee wﬁichlwas supposedly required.

AS a solution for this difficulty, Douglas proposed an
- arrangement with the agents of the United States Pacific Mail
- Steamship Company, to operate steamers between Victoria.and
~the falls of(the Fraser River. The arrangement was to be of
one year's quratlon, and would have given the American firm
a4 monopoly of transnort faollltles in the river. 1In return,
the’steamshlp company would agree to carry no passenger who
‘had not already purchased his miningslicense from the Govern-
ment of Vangouver'Island, to carry up the river only Hudson's
Bay Company goods, and to pay to the Company in addition two
 dolloT§'for each person carried. (2) As a result, no person
might enter the Fraser territory unﬁil"he had paid, over and
above his fare as a passenger, thé‘sumlof seven dollars, of

which five went into public revenue, and two into the treasury

- em em am ems ws ms e

(1) Douglas to Labouohere ~ Despatches to London, lay 8, 1858.
(2) Douglas to Labouchére - Despatches to Londo n,May 8, 1858.




'of‘tne Company . Oppositien te Governor Dongles' propeeel
ewes freeiy expressed'(S) - so freely andkso Voeiferousiykthet
the”governer was‘forcediin June to extend his wsufferance™
plan to prlvanely owned craft as well. fhe Opﬁosition wae
not merely vooal unauthorlzed vessels were enterlng the
Fraser in such numbers that late 1n June H. M. 8. *Satellite!
was sent to patrol the mouth of the rlver to stop such un-
authorlzed trafflo, whlle a foroe of marlnes was statloned on
the 'Recovery' anchored in the rlver near Langley.' When one
reads in the‘victoria Gazette of June 30 that over one hundred
smalléboate were‘being buiit in "French Ravine", just behind
AJohnson Street, one can see thau many were aonarentlj prenarlng
to olrcumvent the governmenn s edlct
| The’flnal blow to uhenoperatlon of;the proposed scheme
.eame from the office of the~Colenial‘Seeretary. The new
QChiekaGCretary, Sir Edward BulWer;Lytton; objeoted in no
runcertain terms to an arrangement wnich he cOnsidered to be -

& deterrent to 1mm1gratlon and Whlcn was oov1ously de51gned

(3) an editorialzln the Pioneer and Democrat of Dec. 3, 1858,
is.a good example. Probably a good deal of the resentment
which was expressed was directed at- Douglas as a_Company off-
icial, Pexercising all the petty prohlbltlons restrloulons
7annoyances and pompous formalities of the llttle tyrants of the
Company®. Perhaps, too, certain of the Governor's personal
idiosyncracies may explain thé wrath which his pollcles invar-

- 1ably aroused among the free and easy American miners. Hven the

scholarly Bnglish traveller and schoolmaster, Mathew Macfie,

seems to have been irked by the Governor's manner. In his-

"Vancouver Island and British ¢olumbia® published at London in
1865 lMacfie, makes fun of Douglas'! pompous manner, his uni-

form, the orderly who always paced. behind him, and calls him
Man 1m1tat10n Birmingham Dr. Johnson“ (Page 528)

T e e e e e
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to safeguard Company interests. - Said the Secretary, I must
distinctly warn you against using the powers hereby eﬁtrusted
tokyou; in maintenance of the interests of the Hudson's Bay
Company,in the territory. The Company is enbltled under 1ts
existihg license, to the exclusive trade with the Indlans,
and possessésino other right or privilege whatsoevér". (4)

, By\the time Douglas recelved this @ommunication: héwéver,
the "sufference plan® had been dropped. In addition to'the
Paéific Mail Steamship Company vessels, the‘privaﬁely—oWned
ﬂsufprise" and "gea-Bird", and soon after, the "Umatilla™, the
“Ehterpriée" and the “Mafia" were competing freely for pass-

enger and ffeight traffic on the river. (5)  Rates were still

high; in October of 1858 the freight ratevon the ®Enterprisew

wasfeo per ton. (&) By 1861 rates had‘dropped so that pass-

engers pald Qlo for the trlp to New WeSumlnster and shippers

paid *ZO on.each ton of thelr merchandise.

The story of the operaulon of these ploneer vessels
through the swift currents of the river, over its hidden

shoals and around the murderous snagsfthat lay in its channel,

- mo e s e e s

(4) Lytton to Douglas - British Columbia Papers - July 16,
1858. Despatches to and from the Colonial Office-together
with relevant documents, published by the Colonial Office.
In Archives of British Columbia.

(5) Howay "marly History of the Fraser Rlver mlnes“, Victoria,

1926, Page IV, Introduction.

(6) Vlctorla Gazette. Advertisement October 16, 1808. Tile
of issues July £8, 1858 to November 26, 1859, in Archives of
British Columola. . v
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is a story that richly deserves the telling. (7) Suffice it

~here, however, to note that the steamboat service to Hope or

Yale, while it may have been replete with thrills and dangers,
and certainly was costly, nevertheless was at least adequate
4o meet the demand for transportation during the next four
years of heav& traffic.
‘But the miner who reached Iope, or even Yale, by meauns of
,thesé steamers, had still only begun his journey; the real
wroad to Caribbo", or at least that‘part which was fraught

with the greatesf danger, still lay before himn.

—_— em e em  wm e me mm e e

(7) Particularly i1s this itrue of the stories of the steam-
boat races on the river. Rival skippers, jéealous of the
reputations of their respective craft for speed, often pressed
passengers into service to help fire the high pressure boilers
_with which most of these vessels were equipped. On occasion
during one of these impromptu races, cargoes were ransacked to
find sides of bacon which were tossed into the flames to give
those extra two or three pounds of steam which might mean
victory. Naturally, the boilers sometimes blew up. The
Jameson family of Victoria lost two of its four sons when the
boilers of the 'Yale' exploded in April of 1860, and the re-
meining two when the. 'Cariboo! mysteriously blew up shortly
after leaving the dock at Victoria on its maiden voyage on
Auvgust 3, 1863. o

The attitude of the passengers is petrhaps best illus-
trated by the story still told by steamboat men on the river,
of the Yankee skipper who, when asked about the safety of a
certain vessel, replied "Wal, she may do very well for pass-
engers, but I sartinly wouldnft trust my gold on heri®
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CHAPTER LIXI
THE DOUGLAS-LILLOOET TRAIL
Tn the provision of means by which the miners could

reach the banks of the Fraser itself, Governor Douglas per-

sonally had played a comparatively minor role. In the im--

measurably greater task of providing traansport to the hinter-

land of the territory, the governor was the leading figure.

- In lay of 1858, Douglas himself went to Fort Langley on the

Company steamer, the ®0tter?®. After appolnting a revenue
officer and a Justice of the peace for that place, he went
on up the river. On the bars near Hope he found over two

hundred miners, some few of whom had already made expeditions

past the falls and into the great Fraser canyon itself. These

men all told of the coarser gold which was to be found above
the falls. On the readily accessiblé“diggings on the barsiof

the Lower Fraser, miners who had been fortumate enough to

secure a claim, were making satisfactory, although by no means

fabulous returns. Bubt by the very nature of the operations,
the number of claims available on the dry bars, was limited.

Already hundreds of the disgruntled unfortunates who had

arrived too late to stake claims, were returning to Victoria

bitterly condemning the "Fraser River Humbugi® Only a few -

a very hérdy few - were &illing to face the ﬁérdships of the
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~ trip through the canyon to the upper reaches of. the river,

gome there were, however, who went on through the rocky gorge.

Others reached the country above the canyons by the more

‘devious overland route from the Washington towns of Whatcom

and Secome, by way of the old brigade,tréil, to Kamloops and
thence downhtﬁé ThmeSOn River to the Fraser. (1) From
parties\who had succeeded by either mefhod in redching the
upper Fraser, had come word, if not proof, of the riches

which lay above. These reports, which Governor Douglas heard

‘in,Maygfhad become accepted facts by early fall, (2) and the

conviction grew that the "El Dorado®" for which all ﬁere seek-
ing, léy in the country aﬁove the "éreat Canyon®. In view
of these facts, the governor deterﬁined to provide access to
that country, rightly conceiving this ﬁo be his first and
most pressing duty.

0f the twd routes which up to this time had been most
tfavelled, thekfirét, the overland trail from Bellingham Bay,
could not be considefed by the government, since it had its
poiht of departure in Américan territory and would obmpletely

by-pass the British port of entry at Victoria. But the other

_— e wm we mie em em . em e

(1) Further mention is made of this route in Chapter i,

éz) A correspondent of the Victoria Gazette, in a lettér pub-
lished on January 29, 1859, told of meeting a French pros-
pector at the Fountains (Jjust above the present town of
Lillooet), who had been 200 miles further up the river. This
man told glowing stories of the rich gold-bearing sands, and,
best of all, had in his possesgsion, $3,000. in very coarse
gold. (Victoria Gazetie, January 29, 1859). ‘
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%2 - the direct route up the river itself - presented almoSt

iinsuperable obstacles., The rapilds in the gorge were diffi-
cult and dangerous enough; 1in addition the high, precipitous
rock walls of the canyon made portages Weil—nigh impossible.
Simon Fraser, the first white ﬁankto follow this rugged pass-
age, spoke éléquently of its nature in the Jjournal of his
expedition. "It is so wild that I cannot fin& words to des- h
cribe our sitﬁation at times. Wevhavé to pass where no human it
being’should vénture;“ (3) Neither words, nor photographs |
‘and certainly nobt an inspéction of the canyon from-the
heighths above, where present‘day tourists stop to gaze ané !

wonder, can convey and -adequate impression of what Simon Fraser

must have felt. One must stand where the gold seékers stdod,
on the edge of the river itself, omne must feel the solid Tock
beneath his feét tremble under the awful éurge of the current
through fthe bottle neck of the famous,Hellis Gate; then only
could the reader adequately.appreciate the'hardships and ﬁhe
dangers which lay between the miner and his goal.
In spite of these dangers, and ufged on by the Iire of

vcoarse gold above the falls®, scores made the trip through

@

the canyon, hauling canoes aand cafts un vhe Lorrent of will:s

(3) Fraser, Simon - Journal of a voyage from the Rocky
mountains to the Pacific Ocean, performed in the year 1808.

Original in the Toronto Public Libraries, Reference
Library. Photostat copy in Library of Universibty of British |
Columbia. The document is reprinted with some additions in ;
Masson, R. L. - ®Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Quest.® !
Quebec, 1889. Zee also Jage, W. N. "8imon Fraser - HBxplorer . 0
and Fur Trader®., Proceedings of Pacific Coast Branch of the
American Historical Association, 1928 ~ 1930.
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water, following Indian paths cut 1n the SOlld rocu; pla01nr
clumsy miner's boots in footholds where only the Indians
‘moccasin had heretofore found safety. Wrecked canoces and
broken bodies recovered from the stream at Yale bore mute
Lestlmony ‘to the horrors of the pagsage.

In addltlon to the natural difficulties of the passage,
the Indian hostility of which Governor Douglas had already
warned, (4) now turned to actual violence and in July and
Au rust war parties added to the danners and discomforts of
the miners. One pitched battle took place, on July 14, be—
rtWeen a large party of natives and a force of seme'two
hundred miners. In addition; smaller groups of minersywere
‘on several occasiens ambushed and many individuals lost their
lives. (5)

On August 21, a mass meeting of miners and Tesidents at
Hope drafted a communication to Governor Douglas apprizing
him of the dangerous situation, explaining that ®decapitated,
denuded corpses of unforiunate adventﬁrers are deily vicked

up oun the river®, and asking him.to‘t%ke steps "to check the

- e e A e e ows ms e

(4) See paﬂe 4 above. . :

(6) PFiles of the Victoria Gazette for July and August, 1858,
in the Archives of British Columbia, contain many reports of
such incidents, some of which were probably exaggerated. Ned
8tdut, one of the last survivors of the '58 rush, related to
many. residents of Yale the story of how he and three com-
panions withstood a three day siege in a narrow cave in the
rocks behlnd China Bar.
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effusion of blood® and to restore ié@mand _order. (6) Iﬁéf
response Lo this éppeal, the Governor himself arriﬁed at Yaie
on August 29.‘ His proclamation Torbidding liquor sales to
the indians, combined with the chastening effect of an ex-
pedition up the canyon of a party of five hundred well-armed
rminers~unde£ éaptain'Snyder, did much to quiet the stormy
atmosphere. Nevertheless, during 1858 and 1859, latent Ind-
ian hostility continued to be one of the many obstacles to
Safe travel through the canyon to the gold fields above,

~ To build'a road which would follow the river through the
mountaing was obviously not impossiblé, but just as obviously
it would prove a very Qiffioult undertaking and one which
‘would involve the expenditure of much money; the employment
of much labor, and the passage of much’time. ITo. one of these
could be afforded in 1858, either by the government or by the
miners. Another route to the northern waters of the TFraser
must be found.

In a report to London in July, Governor Douglas hinted

at his plan. "Another important objeet which I have in view,

is the improvement of the internal communications of the
country‘which at present are for alleractical purposes,

nearly inaccessible beyond Fort Yale, in consequence of a

o am e ee me em om mm em

(6) Victoria Gazette, August 24, 1858. A letter from
Captain H. M. Snyder in the same issue said that all miners
were ®off the river® because of the troubles.
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interpose an almost insurmountable barrier to the progress ﬁ

of trade....

VIt is evident that the construction of a good road

through that mountain barrier would be of prodigious advdn-

tage to th§~gountry; such a road might, I think, be carried

through the valley of Harrison's River, at a moderate expense,

to a point'hear the Great Falls of Fraser's River, to the
eastward of the mountains in question, Trom whence the coun-

try is easy of access. Should no instructions militating

with that design be in the meantime received from Her

‘Majesty's Government, I will probably make the attempt this
summer® . (7) | |

" The Toute which Douglas mentioned in his despatches,
while less travelled than the other two whioh have been
mentiohed,~was new neither to the miners nor to Douglas
’himself.‘ Prospectors who had succeeded in foroing thelr
way up the Fraser itself to the gold fields above the
Fountains, had used this route on their return journey
"raﬁher than face the awful trip backfdown through the canyon.
Douglas himself had official knowledge of this road %o the

_interior through the explorations of Alexander Caulfield

@ e ew  ame  wm mm wm mw em

(7) Douglas to Lord Stanley, Despatches to London, July i
26, 1858. It is interesting to note that even if such ; ¥
instructions had been sent, they could not pogsibly hawve ik
reached Governor Douglas before the first of October, by ;
which time the trail was practically completed. In fact,
- Tive days after dispatching this communication, an agree-
ment was made concerning the building of the trail, and
twelve days only had passed when work started.
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Anderson, some twelve years before, and the same Anderson
Wasmnow one of Douglas!' officials at Victoria. (8)

Acting on instructions from the Hudsont's Bay Company,
Aﬁderson had traversed the route from the upper Fraser -to
Fort Laungley by way of a chain of lakes which lay connecting
streams weét}of the river itself. The Jjourmey took five days,
and the distanoé; according to his calculations, was two
hundred and sixteen miles. His'objedt, of course, was to
locate a trail sultable for the passage of the brigades, buﬁ
in'his report he stated the route to be impracticable. The
only feasible method,of using it Wouldkbe by a combination
of packing on the trails by horses or nules and on the lakes
by rafts or bateaﬁx.“Such a combination; requiring as it
would a great deal of handling and repacking of goods; would
be, according to Anderson, "intricate and troublesome®, In
part, his report reads: ®Upon the whole I cannot recémmend
the route in gquestion as éligible under ordinary circumstances
es.o In an emergency, it might, I consider, be rendered
avéilable;-but at best would offer & route extremely tedious
and unsuited for the passage of a large Brigade.® (9)

The emergency which Anderson had mentioned,;undéubtedly

was present in the summer of 1858. No longer was there

o e et Gm we mm we e ww

(8) Anderson, A. C. YReport of Explorations 1846". Letter
from Fort Langley, May 25, 1846. M.S. in Archives of British
Columbia.

(9) Anderson, A. C. Report cited above.
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'question of the "tediousness®™ of the trall;  men already
above the Fountains were in dire need of supplies, and
other men were gripped by a desire which was almost as strong
as neceséity, to reach the Il Dorado above.

The initiative in the matter of opening this route was
apparently %éken by the miners themselves, although Douglas
when interviewed by groups waiting at Victoria, had spoken
several times of the possibilility of constructing such a
trail as had been suggested. (10) To secufe more recent
ingrmation than thet made available by Anderson's report;

a special voyage was made by the ®Umatilla® under Captain
J. C. Alnsworth, from Victoria u@bthe Frasér; through
Harrison River and up to the most northerly end of Harrison
Lake. On board wag afspecial correspondent® of the Victoria
Gazette, who reported‘to hig paper that themvoyage proved
the Harrison River and the Lake as well, to be "berfeotly
navigablev. (11) The oorreSpondent notes, howe&er, that
near the mouth of Harrison River there were shoals which
‘might hamper navigation if the river’dropped to any apprec-
iable extent ~ the same shoals which later caused so much of
the difficulty of transport over this route. .

Wwith facility‘of navigation to the head of Harriéon
Lake apparently assured, further plans were soon laid, When
kthe wUmatilla® returned to Victoria, Captain Ainsworth wéited

(10)Victoria Gazette, July 28, 1858.
(11) Victoria Gazette, July 28, 1858,
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updn Governor Douglas at the official residence., The inter-
view took place on the porch of Government House before a
keenly interested audience of several hundred miners. At its
conclusion, Douglas addressed the crowd,‘"assuring them of‘
his interest". (12) Three days later, on July 31, the
Victoria Gaée%te gave:great prominence to a story that a
group éf miners had approached the Governor with a proposal
to build a trail themselves. (13) Douglas himself, in his
report to London, sﬁated that the miners had volunteered
thelr services on terms so advantageous that ®it would have
been unwise of me to decline them%™. (14) Five hundred miners
were to be enrolled as a working éorpé, and each of them was
to deposit with the Hudson's Bay Company, bthe sum of ltwenty-
five dollars as a guaranteé that the work,would be oompleted.
No pay would be given for the work, but the govermment, that
is, James Douglas, undertook to transport the workers to the
comnencement of the trail, free of charge, and to refund
their depoéit when the trail was completed, such réfund to be
in goods at Victoria prices. 1In addition the miners agreed
to construct bateaux on the lake, with tools and nails supp-
lied by the government. For two Weéks after the completion
of the trail it was to remain closed to promiscuous travel,

‘SO that its builders might have a fortnight's advantage in

(12) Victoria gazette, July 28, 1858.

(13) vVictoria Gazette, July 31, 1858. :
(14) Douglas to Lora otanley, Duspatcbes to London,
August 19, 1858.




24.
fiﬁding~andfstaking their claims.

VThis rather'unorthodox contract wam agreed upon at a
miners! meeting held oneAuguSt 2,kin the'Company Fort. All
ienextedey applications'and‘dePOSitsewere>received.‘ On-Wednes»
day, Auguet 4, & notlce appeared in the. Gazeﬁte thétfregis-
iytratlons were oomplete and that no further appllcaulons wouldﬁ

'be“accepted on Thursday, under Alexander C. &nderson ‘the
“flrst worklng party leIt Vlctorla. Most~of its members were

| Brltlsh or Amerloan, but tnere‘was a'deeide&eSprinklingbof
Denes;Erenoh, Germans,7Africans and Chinese. The Wexkers
were divided into groups of twentyefive5 each‘under an elect-
‘ed captaiﬁ Who‘waskih turn responeible tokSuperintendent S
gdam35eelecfed by the minerseto represent their interests,
end telCOmmissioner Aﬁdersoﬁ, appeinted by the governor. 

The,Gazette’of Augustj6,7deVQted\most of its Space’te

a grephic description of the departure of the minere, and to
en‘announoementbthat'itehed, et;cOmplete disregard for ex-
_pense‘orftrouble, erranged to have a correspdndent among the
Workers, S0 that those minerskleftlet Victoria might have
accuraue 1nformatlon as- to the erogress being made. Quite
obv1ously the constrvctlon of the méew tfa11 was the matter
eof greauest 1mportance to Lhe Gazette's readers of the
momeﬂt“ In another seotlon of the same 1ssue there appeared
‘ea brwef announcement that Meoers. Eonahoe and Compan J, of’
eSan Fran01800~had already oonmenced the constructlon of &
k}saall siernwheeler for use 1n the Harrlson River. .

mhe worhlng paruy arrwved at the head of Farrlson Lahe
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1Von Angﬁst;7; Here they fouhd‘a Partyyoﬁfét‘least two
nundred miners encamped, Waitiﬁg until the‘Lillooet River,
which empties Into Harrison Lake at that point; should fall
in level'and;strength to a point where it would-be possible
to pull or tow their Canges up its lengﬁh to Lillooet Lake.(15)
Wiﬁhou%‘Eurther delay the’party,fell~to Work,k on August
4';8 a stérehouse Was~ere¢téd,knotvat ﬁhe mouth of the LilloOet
River itself, but at é‘point some thousand yvards to the east,
i on the shore of a~sﬁaller lake?opéning“ouﬁ“of the Harrison,/v
anaLjoinetho it by a short,'navigable“creek. Later reports |
Would indicate,that the.phoice of,thé road terminus was,most
 unwise;_~fof’this:and‘all‘other errors in;judgﬁment on the ’
.part of thé*road-builders; the excuse that must be offeféd 
Would be ﬁheir‘impatiéﬁt zgalQand‘their driving‘urge;to hurry
on the fdad td ‘the uppér‘mines;wao illustraté‘both theirj
speed and thelr methods we‘can'turn tO’the proud. reports
- sent back to Vlotorwa by the Gazette oorresponaent 0n the:"
R mornlng of August 9, work started on the actual OuBBng of
the trail. ;By;nlghtfall'two and a hélf miles had been opened;

~and'6ptimism‘ranjhigh, On the tenth a. heavy rain Tell, and

(15) C. C. Gardlner a-miner who had maée such a Journey
- some six weeks prev1ously, recorded his experiences in a
‘letter to the editor of his home newspaper, the "Islander# ,
~ of Charlottetown, P. E. I. The letter w1th an 1ntroduotlon .
by R. L. Reid, was published in the B. C. Historical Quart-
~erly for October, 1937 (Vol. 1, No. 4). With two companions,
Gardiner spent 25 days coverlng'the 55‘mlles of the Lillooet
 River, and arrived on Lillooet Leke with a wrecked canoe, and
placklng $350 worth of supplies lost in the turbulent stream
Small wonder that he strongly advised the readers of the
“Islander“ to stay away from Fraser Rlver.
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1little work was done, but a discussion concerning supplies
and their avallability brought the sudden realization that

unloading facilities would be necessary back at the terminus,

80 a group of workers were sent back to commence the con-

struction of a wharf. At the same time, & name was chosen

" for the site; and the town of Port Douglas formally came into

being. (16)

By the thirteenth of the month, bten miles of trail had
been completed; on the nineteenth, Gustavus Blin Wright (17)
afrived in Victoria and stated to the editor of the Gazebte

that in his opinion five weeks of work should see the road

‘completed. Not all comments were as opt¢mistic, however,

for as work progressed, the difficulties of getting supplies
to men engaged in work on upper porﬁions of the trail,‘ |
inoreased tremendouslya Evgntually Commissiloner Anderson
procured mules to pack supplies in, but not before much
bitter recrimination had been hurled at him, and at Governor
Douglas for their carelessness.

By September 3, the advance paf%y had reached Little

~Lillooet, or Tenass, Lake. By this time the difficulties and

~dangers of thelr selfimposed task héd been impressed upon

the builders. The party was completely out of provisions,

and three men who had been sent back down the trall to speed

e am em o me e o e e
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(16) Victoria Gazette, August 20, 1858.

(17) Later and more intimately connected with the building
of the road from Lillooet to Alexandria. (c¢f Chapter 1V).
His comment on the road appears in the above issue of the
Gazette. :
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/up the promised mule-train, had failed ©to return. Qtorles of
the hostility of the Lillooet Indians above them found rec-
‘ebtlve ears among men who already had heard of the reported

. massacres of miners by the Thompson Indians in the TFraser
 oanyon. (18) TFear that the party was cuﬁ off spread'frbm an

:entirely imaéihary report. that Port Douglas itself had been
burned By hostile natives. (19) Two extremely nervous days

| passed, but late in the afterndon of Séptenmer 4, a pack train

}gof five mules arrived at the camp .

‘Qccurrences such as this inevitably led to strife and
diséatisfaqtion among the miners. Thé mule team service had
not assﬁred; indeea never did assure, a satlsfactory means of
hauling supplies. Commissioner Anderson, who might. have acted
\as‘a liaison officer beltween the men on the trail and the
officials in Victoria, found it necessary to precede the

working parties along most of the route, blazing trees or

- otherwise outlining the path. ‘In his absence, Superintendent

Adams, a miner, beceawme the reciplent of gibes, protestis and
epithets. One of bthe worst spots on the trail was nared, in
his honor, "Adam$* Hole™.

| 4s work progressed on the next section of trail, that

@ em mm  ow ew  em am am e wm

(18) Bee above, page 18.

(19) TFortunately none of the builders seem to have heard the
Harrison Indians® stories about the glant Susquatches - hairy
monsters who inhabit the remote valleys behind Harrison Lake.
- Perhaps one would be unkind in assuming that the Indians them~
selves did not know the legend-yet.
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’i;befweeﬁ iiliéoét Lake'ahd Anderson Lake; thekdifficultieé:
3;ust'i].l muitiplied; eveﬁ\though the éouﬁtry through which the
firoad~paéSedrwas'much~more"leVél, and preéented appareﬁtiy
f feWer barriers. Instead,~sWamps lay_befére the builders and

| methods of bullding over them had to be devised then and

 éf£heré;:(2O)‘4%henftoo, as a resqlt of the murder’of/a“Lillooet~
%‘native by two "Boston menﬁ;'the'indian séafelrose again. Fires
 thi9h‘brokek¢u£ near PorffDouglas made nécéséary~almost,oom-
kglpleté rebuildiﬁg qusome séétioﬁs. Even the,weéther séemed
5 to>ﬁufh against”the érews, to make the iﬁadequacy offsupplies
;‘more oruelly effeotlve. | | |

In splte of all these dlffloultles by the mlddle of

£

il

October the trall wag oompleted except for a stretch of

fiseveral mlles from the egstern end of Seton Lake to the banks
 "fof the Fraser. Just asvthe:end“of their labor WaSBSO'nearly

~in sight, the miners received what to them waS'the,severestk

1xblow bf all. For orders afrlved that the mlners unon com-
:‘ngletlon of the trall should report back to Port Douvlag for

'{iull settlement of thelr contraots. Men who haa been WOrkan
R

B { 3

.§for two months without ‘pay, and who were now Wlthln a few

i'mlles of ﬁhe rlch clalms which they sought could hardly be

(20),Part of this section runs through the valley now known
- as Pemberton. Meadows. In spite of the assurances of loyal
- Pemberton settlers, the Teéadows can be decidedly moist early
.in the fall of the year, as the writer found to his sdrrdW'when
~attempting to retrace the steps of the trail builders in Aug.
©1937. The present town of Pemberton Meadows lies. about elght
~miles up the valley of the Lillooet, northwest of the old

town and on the line of the P. G. E, Railway.
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}made to see the necessity of retracing their steps to Port

; Douglas there to re@eive supnlies which they had already

i{kpald for, and ‘then to pack those supplles back up the trall

| once more. ~Demands were made that the twenty—flve dollar -

i’quékdeposit shouid be refunded in supplies at Victoria prices and

delivered,'no%:at Port Douglas, but at the other end of the

| trail. The government at Victoria was'unwilling'to meet thig

demagd, Finally a COmpromiSe was reached after muoh bitter

recriminaﬁion; The road cutters were offered the alternatlve

of acceptlng goods in Port Douglas at Vlctorla prlaes less %lOO
per ton or of recelv1ng these goods at the other end of uhe

tr&il:Wluh uhe lOO per ton charge added to Vlctorla prices. (21)

(21) Certain historians have stated thaL the dispute was
settled by dellverlng the goods at a spob. halL-Way up Lhe
trail., It 1s highly possible that such a compromise was-
suggested, although this writer cecould find no evidence of
such a plan either in official correspondence or in the
newspapers of that period. On the other hand, the settle-
~ment of the dispute on the lines: suggested above, was
apparently accomplished, since the correspondence columms
~of the Victoria Gazette carried letters from miners who
- later returned to Victoria still protesting that they had
-~ been cheated by the terms of the above agreement. (ecf.
- Victoria Gazette, December 15, 1858, February 18, 1859 and.
March 6, 1859. y o
Thls eBror, 1is suoh it is, appears in several works
' Bancroft, H. H. "Hlstory of British Cclumbla 1792
k‘—1887" - San Francisco,.1887; page 366.
G Begg, Alexander - "The Flstory of Brltlsh Columbla"
, Toronto 1894; page 237. .
: COats ‘R. H. and Gosnell, R. E. - ngir James_Douglasﬁ,
. Toronto 1908; page 851, e ‘ B




‘fact that the wen who built
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Since the paCkers‘who immediately after began to operate over
the trail, charged 3560 per ton, it will be seen that the
miners who acceplted the latter offer were perhaps the‘wiser,
Though the trail was now virtually completed, the story
of the wrangllngs and the bltternbso commected with its
Du*ldlng, had just begun. In the first place, the trail,
itself was soon to prove inadequate. partly because of the

"

it were wuch more concerned with

'..4-

‘D

Ciﬂ their Way through the dlffloult spots than with
road

maklhr theaeasy for those to follow. 1In addition, the trail

had been. intended for use by men and pack trains only, but

the increasing numbers of men soon established above the

 Fountains, made a wagon road an essential if sufficient

]

 supplies were to be freighted. 1In the words of the governor,

)

|

i

penned soon after the trail openéd YA 00331de¢able tvafllc
is now belng started by way of Harri é nts River, which will
eventually become the great‘oommeroial %horoughfare of the"
éountry", (22) |

The expenditure of §14,000 for the completion of the

ftrail had been a severe drain upon the resources of the

infant colony, but by bthe spring of 1859 further expendit-
ures had become necessary for the widening and improving of
the road. Freight charges were still high - paclkers were

now charg 9d. per pound of merohamdwse (eighteen cents in

(22) Douglas to Bulwer-Lybtton, Despatches to London,
November 30, 1858. .



Amsrlcan cown) (25)~_In addition, steamboat proprietora'

!fhad found it almostﬁimpossible to navigate'the;shoal;water

| at the mouth of the Harrison, where in the winter at times

| the water had drbpped to a level of dnly eiéhteén inohes.
Fortunately for Governor DOuglas;;theAproblemfdflthe‘
;élimprovement”o%’the Harrison‘trail WaslSimplified somewhat

1 by the'érfivél in‘British Golumbia of the Royal Engineers,(zé)

This corps now assumed charge of surveying duties in the new

”*‘COlQny, and ité'Commanding offiqer,;colOQel:Richard Clement

‘MOOdy;\ﬁepame Chief Qoﬁmiséioher of Lends and Wbrks;' Among
l'?hié'other responsibilities Was“that'of'widéninglénd‘imbrév-
1ng the trail from Port Douglas to the new town of Lilloocet

on the Fraser.

t

Governor Douglas Waé‘apparently“aﬁ first skeotical’of
bi:uhe value of the Enflneers as an ald to his road—building
f}.programifor 1859 and 1860, feeling that "the day would be
?llfar,diS£anthhén‘the Royal Engineers could Supply the country?s
';needs";(aS) in the matter of its cOmmunications; Of‘some;of

Colonel Moody's suoordlnate offlcers apparently the governor

- em i ow e e e e e

(23) Douglas to Bulwer-Lytton; Despatches to London, November
- 30,.1858, cf Gazette Nov. 26, 1858. "It is 1nterest1nﬂ to note -
~“that these sources both mention that packers were stlll tak=-
ing goods through the canyon route, and charging, according
~to Douglas, 2 shllllngs per pound., The Gazette gives the
~charge in American currency at 462 cents per pound. y
- {(24) The first detachment of Royal Engineers left Southampton
~on the "La Plata® on September 2, 1858, and were followed by
. the main body on.the "Thames Cltyn on September 17. 1In all,
156 officers and men were dlspatched to the new colony.
- (25) Douglas to Duke of Newcastle - Despatohes to London,
; February 25 1860. ;
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held a much higher opinion - certainly of the work of
Lieutenant Palmer in surveyiﬁgbthe whole trail, and of
Captain crant in deepening the dangerously shallow mouth

of the Harrison. ;Tovthe first of these men we are in-
debted for what is still the most accuréte and most detailled
descripbtion &f the Harrison-Lillooet road. (26)

Aé an engineer and surveyor, Lieutenant Palmer was sur-
prised by the lack of care with which the route of the trail
had been chosen. He objected first of all to the site chosen
fof Port Douglas, situated as 1t was on a small land-lookeQ

inlet, connected with Harrison Lake itself by a creek which

~was navigable as to depth, but which was so narrow and

tortuous as to present serious difficulty for any steam-
boat larger than the little "Umatilla® which had pioneered
the course. | o

The trall from Port Douglas there began, rising abpuptly 
frem the town to attailn a;height of five hundred feet in the

first two miles. Many a ®tenderfoot™ on his way to a for-

tude in the'gold fields mﬁst have gu&ped when he‘first saw

the toilsome slope ahead of him. The miners themselves

called this slope "Sevastopol®, perhaps because it was so

fierbely defended by its garrison of giant mosquitoes.

rhe trail then followed the east bank of the Lillooet

'River'along its course from Lilloocet Lake, some thirty-four

(26) Palmer - Lieut. H. Spencer, R. E., - "Report on the

Harrison-Lillooet Route®, published at London in Journal of

‘the Royal.Geographic Soclety, Volume 31, 1861.
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;miles to the north. Lieutenant Palmer was of the opinion

yfthat a more sensible path lay along the western bank, where

alfeady ran the old Indian trail. Accordihg to Lieutenant
 Palmer ®it is a well-known circumstance that the Indian
gtrails fhroughout North America invafiaﬁiy follow the best
Eliné of traéei through a wild country®. (27) Short of re-
Elooatiné'the entire road, however, nothing éould now be done
o remedy this error.

‘ About tweﬁty—niﬁe miles from Port Douglas, the traill

reached Little Lillooet, or Tenass, Lake, where a terminus

‘eventually was bullt. Over low marshy ground the road con-

‘tiﬁued about half a mile to the shore of Lillooet Lake i1tself.

In 1860, the year after Palmer's survey was made, boats were
/being used on Tenass Lake;kthﬁé eliminating the boggy trail
‘around it, but in the same year by a combination of Royal

Engineer and civilian labor, the short distance between the

- two lakes was covered by a road of wooden corduroy construc-

ition.
Transportation was by boat throwgh the entire length of

'Lillooet Lake - some thirteen miles in all. At first flat-

;bottomed bateaux were used, but by October of 1860 the stern-

3Wheeled steamer Wiartzelle®, owned by william Goulding, was

(27) Palmer, Lieut. H. Spencer, R. &. - op. cit.,page 230.
Perhaps Lieut. Palmer changed his mind after longer residence
in the colony. It has been this writer's experience that
Indian trails invariably follow the shortest but not nec-
essarily the easiest line through 'wild countrye'.
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in operation from Port Pemberton at the northern end of the

flake. Governor Douglas made a trip through this dlstrlct in~

/1860 and reported that settlers had already taken up residence

. in and around~this new town. %I never saw", he saild, "better
?‘garden stuffs of all kinds, especially tométoes and cuéumbers,
? which were exceedingly fine®. (28)

From Pemberton to Andefson Lake the trall which Lieuten-
 snd Pglmer followed ran in a general north-easterly direction
for abouﬁ twenty-=Live miles. Over Anderson Léke rowboats and
‘bateaux carried the traffic until October of 1860 when the
sternwheeler vLady of the Lake®™ commenced opefation. The
governor in his despatches to iondon, cormented on theﬁbuildf
ing of this and other iake steamers. One such Quotation will
serve to illustrate the spirlt and determinabtion of the plo-~
neers of this road. ®Two large sternwheel steamers, intending
to ply on Lakes Andeféonfénd Seton, are nearly completed by
an assoclation of setﬁleré, Who, at much labor and expense,

packed the boilers and the engines from Douglas over the

Harrison road. To give an idea of the difficulty of the
undertaking, I may mention that the béilers, being too large
and too heavy to carry on mules, were cut into five sections

and rolled over the trail as far as the '28 lile House'ﬁ, (29)

e e ek ms e e e e am e

(28) Douglas to Duke of Newcastle - Despatches to London,
Qctober 9, 1860, '
(29) Douolas to Newcastle - Despatohes to London, April 23,
1860, ; ,
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L ‘*TfFrom;the end of Anderson Lake, a short port@ge‘of‘one and
I

a half miles led to Seton Lake., This stretch of trall had not

~ !

€ibeen completed by the miners of '58 for when they beoame in-

,‘Seton Lake to 1ts most easterly p01nt and thence. by trall

.
i

volved in thelr dlspute W1th Vlctorla offlclals over the del~
1very of supplles, an enterprlsing 1nd1v1dual named Carl Dozer-
had completed the road hlmself stabllshed a Wagon service of
Ihls own and was already reaping proflts from a charge of one.

‘cent per pound of merchandlse. (30)

|  The last staﬂe of the Journey was once more by boat ‘down

agaln to the new town of Lillooet on uhe banks of the Fraser

‘;e;near the p01nt»where Cayoosh Creek,emptleeflnto the larger~

‘stream.
Upon COmpletion of his susey and his return to head-
uarters Lieutenant Palmer made hls report to Colonel moody .

and to Govornor Douglas (31) and many of the recolmerdatlons o

ﬁ'of that report were soon 1mplemented To ohange the location
: X

vjof Port Douglas, in Wthh town lots had;already been~sold5
?'Mee”manifesﬁly impossible, and to re-route the whole trail on

x‘~{fhé’w63tﬂbankfof the Lillooet RiverkWould involve expenditures

Which at that time could not be consiaered. Wideﬁlﬁgvof the

(50) Victoria Gazette Feb. 14, 1859, Letter to the editor
‘signed by Walter Moberley. Dozer laid down a @rack of wooden
‘rails and employed helpers to. push wheeled carts over these
'ralls. Sections of this famous wooden tramway are in the
possession of the present Dubllshers of the Bridge Rlver—'
Lilloeet News. ‘ ,

(51) Report already cited, pave 32 above., -
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woriginal trail, construction of heavier bridges and re-
';routing of some sectlons, were however, tagks which the in-
;creaéing traffic made necessary.
| Barly in the spring of 1860, the Royal Engineers began
" this Work; Captain Grant and a party of éightj men were ehn-
ygaged by Apfil; in deepening the channel of Harrison's River,
4;'at the point where shoals had so hindered navigation in the
‘two preceding winters. A system of coffer-dams was employed

by Grant to force the stream into oné'main channel across the
shallows. This work, though not permanent in form, proved of
~trémenddus value during the following winter and spring; since
it fadilitated the shipment of the great quantities of goods
required by the hordes of miners on their way to the new
strikes at Antler and Williams Creeks.
Upon the completion of this task, the party moved to

‘[another equally as important, - the comstruction of a wagon

‘froad over the Dougleas Portage.‘ On this undertaking the Royal

fngineers were not alone, for GOvernor Douglas had also en-

gaged the services of a civilian contractor, Joseph W. Truteh,
who undertdoklthe building of a section from the 10 Hile House
to the 16 Mile House, at a cost of £550 per mile._(32) Trutch

- commenced the building of his part of the road at the same

- e = e e e e = e

{32) Douglas to Newcastle - B. C. Despatbches, April 28, 1860.
Cf Victoria Colonist, July 26, 1860. A correspondent who signed
himself "Nuncio® protesgted about this contract, claiming that
Truteh was paid.33000 per mile for a job which he finished in
six weeks with a crew of forty men. J. W. Trutch was even

more prominent in the building of the Cariboo Highway, and

lived to becomes the Lieutenant-~Governor of the province.
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Z{time,as the Engineers on the first sectlomn. \The last thirteen

e

df'miles of ~the wagon rOad'were then completed,by the Engineers

ig,w1th the assistance of a ereW'of day laborers. Under this

“gyscheme oonstruetlon was Sso pushed forward that by Ootober

B the DouOIas Wagon Road was ready for the,"overnor's personal

2‘1nspe0310n. (53) | |

- AVTO finanoe this’job Las well as other road work in the

ioolony, Douvlas' 1ngenﬁaty was often taxed to the utﬂost.

‘ ;For.the oonstructlon of the Douglas Wagon Road the suggeSﬁion

was made that English &;apitalmight'be used. The ohi'_e.:@:;'-:ru.sJoioe §
. of the colony, MatheW'Baillie Begﬁie; after making his first

"’journey uﬁ thekYele—Lyfton treil and back by way of the
d'Harrlson, proposed a scheme for 1nterest1ng English capltal-‘
{1sts on a ba51s of belng oermltted to levy a toll of five
'cents per pound on the goods carrled over the road. (Zé)k

‘“dDouglas however preferred to find hls own way out of his

| edlfflcultles, pertlcularly s1nce Work had already SUarted

'*and he was. expectlng its completion by the sprlng of 1861.

‘"fIt was typlcal of the ﬂovernor and hlS publlc works program,

delthat constructlon 1tself was always - the first: step in any

k,undertaklng, flnan01ng always the second Already the gov-
f_:ernment had by proolamatlon of. Deoember 10, 1809 imposed a

'flevy of cwelve Shllllngs per ton on "all wares goods and

= (55) See page 34.above, : ) '

- (34) Begbie, M. B. -"Journey into the Interlor of Brltlsh

~ . Columbia®" = publlshed at London in Journal of uhe Royal ‘
iGeographle oOClety, Volume 51 appearing in 1861. ‘
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k7merohandlse transported or taken from New Westmlnster to any
'jarplaee 1n,Br1t1sh Columbla", such levy to become effective on
- January 1 of 1860. (35) By this means, ‘and aided by a rapld

increase in the revenue from customs duties, (36) the work on

.pthe DouglaS'Road was‘eventually financed.

a

The constru0ulon of the wagon road from.Port Pemberton

: to the shore of Anderson Lake was also. undertaken in 1860‘

’when the government awarded a oontraot to Je C. - Colguhoun of
_Vlctorla. (37) By bhe sprlng of 1861 uhls oontraot was com=-
:pleted and the "road to Carlboo“ was at last a realltj In '
ﬂVthe prooess of construotlon almost three years had elapsed
‘1t is perhaps chalacterlstlc of the new colony that the.
zheav1est trafflc on the road occurred during those three

1

years, ‘and that during tne same tlme government plang were

already under Way for the bulldlng of a more direct hluhroad

L
e
‘to the Upper Fraser. In 1862 the heavy reverberatlons of
] g
iblastlng in ‘the Fraser Canyon 51gnalled the beglnnlng of the

——.—_-——..—_—

; 1(55)~ ‘Douglas to Newcastle, Despatches to London, February'Q
- 1860. An attempt was made also to levy the famous "mule tax“«;
- by the proclamation of January 31, 1860. By this means the
*government hoped to collect a fee of &1 sterling on every
~horse or mule leav1ng Lytton or Douglas for the interior.
"It was discontinued after only £150 had been ooTlected
*(Vlctorla Colonist, February 9, 1860). ' :
(36) See page 55 below. i ;
(37) Victoria Colonist - September 14 1860. This contractor
‘seems to have been 31ngularly fitted for his Jjob by his past
‘Texperienee:as Superintendent of the chain gang at Victoria.
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! end for the Douglas-Lillooet Road. (38)

The latter highroad had proven, aé Alexander Anderson

" had claimed it would, too tedious mnd troublesome to be of

- real commercial importance. Goods were handled, in their

passage from Victoria to the Cariboo fields, at least eight
times; the multiplicity of charges (39) for this handling
and portaging inevitably increased pficés of goods to such
‘an exbent that flour, as one example, never fell below 50¢

per pound, and butter never lower than $1.25. It ig little

* wonder then that even while the Harrison Wagon Road was being

built that demands were heard that the alternative route
through the canyon should be made available.
During its very brief heyday of importance as the only

practicable approach to the Cariboo, the Douglas—Llllooet

- em e o m wm e e e

(38} Mile-posts on the present Cariboo Highway still are
reckoned from Lilloocet, however, not from any point on the
Yale~Lytton—Ashcroft road. In v1ew of “the fact that the
names of the mile-houses already established were so well
known, and actually represented a vested interest; it would
probably have been unwise to change them. It is doubtful,
too, if the miners would have pald any attention to OleCl&l
change, and that the 70-Mile House or the 100-Mile House
would have continued to be called by those nameés.
;(59) Packing charges on the Harrison road in 1859 are listed
in a letter to the Victoria Gazette from Jalter Loberlej on
,February 14, as follows -

Douglas to Llllooet Lake 12¢ to 14¢ per pound.

' On Lillooet Ldke - $2 per passenger - 5¢ per pound for
K freight

Port Pemberton to Anderson Lahe 10¢ per pound

On Anderson and Seton Lakes. $2 per passenger and u/4¢

, o o per pound for freight

Carl Dozer's Portage - 1¢ per pound

‘Beton Lake to Lillooet - 3¢ per pound
In other words at least 28¢ per pound must be added to Lh
cost of goods. Xven after the construction of the wagon road
‘packers were still charging 18¢ per pound of merchandise.,
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road Was'the stage for many a drama of stark‘tragedy , and

ﬁ f§r"some‘Qf most vulgar comedy{’ Townsof surprising vigor
gappearéd,along its foute, flourished briefly, had real estaté\
‘gbooms, and_passéd‘éway —7ali within the,épace'of One decade.
iiFOrtunés were won and lost in the ®mile-houses® WhiCh sprang
k,bup along~theéroad. Of all this,‘héwever,‘pitifully little
'frémaiﬂé tOday in the form offany permanent record; for to the
H‘mlners or government officials th frévelled that Way thls

was s1mnly "the road to Cariboo", and fortunes were made only

'after one had passed over it. ;ﬁowever, some feW»palnstaklng

,individuals,,suph;as‘captain John'Evans of the famous “Welsh

 one's imagination.

Miners®, did record their impressions of the road, and from

their ietters and diaries (40) one can travel:ﬁhe road in

,’,(40) Dlary of John Evans, "”he B. C Mining Adventure,
0 1862-1864. M; S. and typed COplGS in Archives of Brltlsh
‘Columbla.

Diary of Clement F. Gornwall Who made the trlp over

k]ﬁthls road in June of 1862. Typed copies are in the @rchlves

- ~of British Columbia.

Macfie, Mathew “Vancouver Island and B¢1t1sh COlUJbla"
contalns 1nformatlon from the Journdl of a miner who haa

k ~~made the trip in May of 1863

Gardiner, C. C. Letter to the "Islander® has already

‘been cited.

Champness, W. "To Cariboo dnd Back®, aDpearlng in

 ser1al1zed form in "The Leisure Hourh 1ssues April 1 to
. April 29, 1865. This is perhaps the.most widely-known of

yzthe personal narratives which deal with this trail, and

the only one accompanied by sketches to 1llustrate' (Some

. of the sketches, 1n01dentally, esp601ally one illustrating:
. the steep cllmb out of Port Douglas are, to put it mlldly,
.~ -exaggerated).

- Follow1ng page shows a copy of one of the maps used to

kiillustrate thls serles.
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_Sketeh to illustrdte "To Gariboo and Raclkh
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A oomparlson of thls sketch with uhe map on page o0

will

: 1nd1cate the many mlstaﬁes which Champness made.

~"Le1sure Hour“, Aprll 22 1865.
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River steamers for some years plied between Viotorid of
:Fort‘Langley and the town of Port Douglas. Ag\that town were
?cohstructed Wharves, Warehousés,~s£ores and the iﬁévitable
ihotels and saloons. Two years after its_founding, the town
“had a permanent population of over three hundred, and a
;floating poﬁuiation of many times that number in the seasons
‘when miners were moving to and from thelr clsims in the Cariboo.
fPackers, Storekeepers and hangers-on lived in their square log
huts huddledfatrthe foot of the lohg Douglas hill. -Up that |
slqpé toiléd the miners, on foot; on horseback, or, very
kyseldom, in wagons. When the Welsh miners went through on
their way to Barkerville in 1863, so steep was the incline
"and so heavy the loads in their wagons, that the Welshmen had
t0 labof in the traces ahead of the horses; and only the com-
bined efforts of men and beasts brought their carts to the
top of the hill. (41) Another party which made the trip in
the same year~covéred oniy eight giles in the first day out
of Port Douglas, "as the route Was exceedinglj steep and
rugged, and the heat oppressive. At hightfall we slept in
spite of the ﬁosquitoes. Hext day we stopped at the Hot
Sprihgs where we enjoyed a good meal of bacon and-beans, and
a good wash - thls last ﬁhe only really cheap comfort obtain-
able in B. C.% (42) |
(41) Diary of John Evéns - "The B. €. Mining Adventure,l862-64.%

(42)Champness, W. - ®To Cariboo and Back®™ in "The Leisure Hour"
1865, No. 693, page 219. - : :
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Back in Douglas the ditizeﬁs were wont to blame govérn-
| ment dfficials in Victoria or New Westmiﬁster for many of the
drawbacks of the road out of‘theirktown. A Tierce civic
pridekseems to have burned in the breast of a correspondent
to the British Colonist in 1859 when he claims that *the

-town, in my opinion is destined e‘er long, to rank with

- Bacramento in California®, but at the same time he censured

a government which kept sixty-eight men occupied in mainten-

.  ance -of a road which needed at least three hundred. (43),

The correspondence columns of the Colonist during the next
twb years echo the same complaint.

/ ,‘ At the end of the Douglas Portage on Tenasleake was the
gmost pretentious of the many road houses, the famous "29 Mile
fHouse", and at the other end of Lillooet Lake the town of
zPortrPembertéﬁ. In the rich meadow land above this’town

QSettlers already had taken land, and at least two farmers,

known to the miners only as "Scotty® and *attle' were

~making huge profits by the sale of thelr potatoes and veg-

etables to the travellers passing through the town.

~From Port Pemberton across the *meadows" and along the

- Birkenhead River, the'road ran over'high ground, for the

(43)  British Colonist - July 27, 1859.
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,i:traﬁeller waé~now crossing the Casoade Mountain divide. (44),
 f'sk1rt1ng Summit Lake, the way continued to the town of Anaergon
iiglorlfled'by name apparently,‘onlj by reason of 1ts roadhouse
~and wharves. At the eastern end of Lhe lake was the town of

':Wapplng, JOlned to its wsister 01ty"' of Flushing on Lake vy :
L i ‘/ fff? j»%&f{

'k°,vseton by Carl Dozer's wooded Lramway, From.Flushlng, travel By

,fwas oncefmore by,water~to Seton, and from thence by road again
,{east to the Fraser. , ; ,
‘g' “At the end of the road lay the town of Llllooet 'In the

' ~per1od from 1860 to 1863, re81dents in this town must ‘have

'mﬁbeen of: a conv1v1al nature s1noe 1t supported nO'fewer than

S

i ;

hlrteen saloons and twenty—llve houses 1loenced to sell
k‘kllquor., In 1860 solace for the splrltual thirst was prov1ded

1n St Mary's Church Whlch was. then bullt No‘better illus-

thratlon of the cosmopolltanknauure,of,LlllOOGt's population

 can be found than in the records of that c¢hurch. The first

k,ﬂ(éé) The actual divide is at the western end of Summit‘Lake.
~Here the traveller could stand on the shore of the lake,
“whogse waters drain eastward:into Gates River, and thence

by way of Anderson and Seton Lakes into the upper Fraser

‘and literally throw a stone into the waters of a small creek,

| ~ flowing westward into the Brikenhead River, thence into th
' Lillooet River, Llllooet Lake and on, 1nto Lhe Farrlson and

: lower Fraser,
o o Summit Lake, mentloned here, 1s known to residents of.
- the country around, and is marked on some maps, as Blrkenhead'
" Lake. Government maps however, use Blrkenhead as the name
. for the large lake some twenty mlles north, out of whiclh the
‘;Blrkenhead River drains. To the settlers thls lake was, and
is, Blackwater Lake, but government maps use this latter name
for. the still larger lake drained by one of the main branches .
~of the Bridge River. =Exigencies of time made it impossible
for the writer to ewontinue this subject further, but the con-
’;fu81on is typlcal of many place-name dlfflcultles which the.
© province still has, clarification of which mlght be most
e valuable.f
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public ceremony performed, was the wedding of a llexican couple,
immigrants from San Salvador, while a few weeks later burial
service was read for the interment of a negro. (45)

Sporadic mining activiﬁy in the Bridge Rivér area kept

| Lillooet in the public eye even though the construction of

=

the new Caribéo road some miles east of the Fraser shifted

the important title of "junction city" to Clinton. OFf the

~other towns which we have mentioned, little or no trace re-

mains. A town of Pemberton still exists, some eight miles
up the valley from its original site, but Anderson, Wapping,
Flushing and Douglas have all disappeared.

. With the completion of the Fraser Canyon highway, traffic

“ébegan to diminish on the older road. The merchants and hotel

%keepers along that road naturelly did what they could to en-

‘:
courage travel their way, to megnify the hardships and Aiffi-

culties of the other highway and to prod unwilling goverunment

:officials into action to keep the old road open. A letter %o

the editor Qf the New yestminster British Columbian in Iarch

of 1864 claimed that the Port Douglas merchents had four

hundred tous of merchandise ready for shipment as soon as the

government would take action to open the road, still closed

by reason of the winter's slides and snowfall. (46) An

D omm e e e e me o em e e

(45) Murray, Margaret L. = St. Mary's of Lillooet. A4
brochure prepared for and published by the Bridge River-
Lillooet News, Lillooet, B. C., 1935.

((46) British Columbian = March 16, 1864. The most complete
file of issues is in the Archives of British Columbia. -
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 route may or may not be the best road to Cariboo....But, now
';the roads are made,kthereVCan be but one opiniom as to the

:fiﬂduty,of‘the Bxecutive in keeping these roadskin‘reasonable

"~ state of repair“ (47)f'
,

Perhaps in. response to this agltatlon the new Chief fwf@j

'comm1881oner of Lands and Works, Chartres Brew, (48) on March
22,_186&, ooncluded a oontraot'w1th William Robert Gibson of
‘,ePort,Doaglas‘“to restore‘and repair“kthe poftage«from Pem-
\f"bertOh_tO'Anderson Lake atra cost, of ileo; and a similar
contradt\ﬁithtﬁichard‘Bridgeman of New Westminster tokre—
‘ oOpeﬁ’the rgad rrom Douglas to Tenass Lake, at a oost of
 £1180. (49) | | |
- The expendlture of publlc monef)oh this road‘even by
5thls time was probablv nelther necessary nor wise, kand
r~:these contracts were ‘the last to Dbe concluded

In the summer of 1864 the proprletor of Port Douglas'

(47) Brltlsh Columblan - Laroh 16 186-.,_17: o
- {48) The Royal anlneers were dlsbanded during the'
summer of 1863, and - Colonel licody left the oolonj in
October of that year. His successor’ Chartres Brew,
 had arrived in the colony along with Judge ‘Begbie, with
© - an -appointment as Inspector of Police, had taken over
"~ the additional duties of Chief Gold .Commnissioner and
now assumed still further responsibilities. Howay, F.
We = "The Royal Engineers in British Columbia®, Viotoria,.
1910.. Page 10. Howay, F. W..and Scholefield, B. 0. 3. =
v “Brltlsh Columbia, From the Warllest Tlmes to . the Present"
. Pages 51, 64, 184, 669. , e
(49) Department of Lands and Works Contracts and Agree- -
- ments, 1864. Signed copies of the Department's contracts
t are 1n the Archlves of Brltlsh Columbia. ‘
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"leading hostelry®™ closed its doors and moved %o Clinton.'(SO)

Following his leaa, the owners of most of the thirteen "mile-

.

houses® which had existed along the road, moved to more prof-

itable.looations.. McDonaldjs Hotel at.qut Douglas was still
advertising in the Cariboo Sentinel in 1866,‘but.the'last ad-
vertisement 35 in October of that year. The prospectus of a

proposed company to operate steam traction engines on British

Columbia's roads in 1865, does not even mention the Douglas-

 Lillocet highway. (51)

“0n government mabs of today, a trail is still indicated
as following the old route, but its dotted red line is piti-
fully thin and unimpressive compared with the fine scarlet

ribbon of the Cariboo Highway to the east. With the building

of that new highway we come to-a less romantic but infinitely

more Iimportant chabter in the history of British Columbiats

el

roads.

(50) Joe smith, who moved to Clinton and bought Robert Watson's

Hotel.  He became best known as the founder of the ¢linton -
Ball, offering "bed, meal, horsefeed apd dance - all for five

;do¢lars a couplet®
(B1) Prospectus.of the B. ¢. Steanm Tractlon Engine Comoany

January, 1865. Copy in the Archives of British Columbila.
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CHAPTER IV.
TIE CANYON HIGHWAY.

By the autumn of 1859, the excitement of the first rush
to the Fraser was over. O0Over the Harrison-Lillooet trail that
vear, the number of miners returning was almost as great as that

of the new arrivals moving up to the filelds. Hundreds of dis-

appointeé.men rebturned to Victoria and to San Francisco once
again, bitterly denouncing the "Fraser River Humbug®. For in
ﬁhe spring and summer .of the yeér most of the bars 6f the
river were under water end could not be worked; diggings on
the banks ofvother less accessible streams above the Fount-
ains were producing wages, bubt little else, for the men work-
ing {here. The inadequacy of the trail from Harrison to
Lillooet had, as we have alréady seen, created a scarcity of
supglies for men above, Whiie those goods which were labori-*
ously packed in,fwere selling at prohibitively high prices.
Fdrtunate individuals with some capital were able to work the

“dry diggings® in the benches along the Fraser and Thompson

‘Rivers, but to most of the miners who struggled into the

Caribbo'couhtry, capital was the thing they had come %o seek -

véry'few had brought it with them. Driven on by their failures

‘however, some Tfew hardy individuals,Aever hopeful of‘"striking

it rich further up®, moved still deeper into the wild interior.

i
v
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V  ~}Some went up the Thombson Rlver some. up Cayoosh Cveek, and

'°some up Bridge Rlver to the site of the present lmportant
Z;operat¢ons, Best forLune, however, awaited those who kept

" on‘up the FraSer itgelf to its junction With the guesnel

M fR1ver, and up that stream to Cariboo Lake. Tere the bars

i)

 proved rloher than any yeu prOSObOde By the Tfall of 1859,

at leaSU a thousand miners were in uhe Quesnel area, and by

N‘!the summer of the follow1nﬂ year, at least three times that

‘numbel were dlgglng for gold. (l)«
i7it“was/early in~l86O ﬁhat the first of the famous Cariboo

7 y~¢féé?§ was diSéovéréd:by a,partyyhéaaed’by'npoc,n Keithley -
:_”and george Weaver. Kéithley Cfeék was‘but the fiVSﬁ‘of that
': ser1es of streams Whlch made the name of Carlboo famous uhe
7kworld over. -These streams have thelr_sources in the’hlgh
 ‘1andé of§Bald Mountain or Moﬁnﬁ%AgneS; kSome flbwksouth into

'Céribob ﬁake, ana thencé’iﬁté the Fraser othersinorth to

 301n the WlllOW'Or Bowron Rivers and so 1nto the Fraser River

far to the north 2) Allvwere rieh in coarse g01d
: &

The Strlke at Kelthley Creek caused a minor rush to the

‘spot but the number of clalms Whlch could be stakea was of

"fCOurse llmlted : some partles pushed on over the lelde

k"famong them that of John Rose and Edwarﬁ McDonald who uheh

(L) Almost oO ,000 had come into the Fraser in the summer:
of 1858, and some were reaping rich rewards. “on Snyder's
Bar in the Quesnel River, three men washed $1000 in coarse
‘gold in one-day. (Lorlce Rev. A. G. %"The Iistory‘of'the;
Northern Interior ol'Bﬂltlsh Columbia®, Toronto, 1904,

o page 291 (See alse flles of the Brltlsh Colonlst for that

. period). . :
- (2) Sep map on follOW1ng page.



THu CARIBOC DISTRICT.

,shovnng the -eneeks on Whloh the gold 'strikes,were made.

a

BOWRON R

S
Qe

mALE\MN IA X

uf'

J' 2. ;

> SODA CREEK

L \WikIaMS L,
s } ‘ a’-' e
” e,
4 %‘*
S
TN




51./

18

struck even richer returns along Antler Creek. A very hérd
Winter;made actual mining impossible for a time, but when .

~ @gold Commisgioner Nind arrived at Antler Creek in January

of 1861, he found over four hundred miﬁers camped in what he
called "holes dug in the snow", waiting to work the claims which
~ they plénﬂéd;tbj stakeew. . Rosé and McDonald, he found, were
living in the style to which they were entitled, in the only
cabin on the creek. (3) That same Winter, a party led by Ied
étout‘and William Diétz (the Dutoh Bill of Carivoo immortality)
chSSed Moﬁnt Agnes to the north—western slope of the divide
‘and descended upon Williem's Greek, - the richest and most
famous of all. Dutch Eillwhimself made little from his olahn;
but.others, the Sieeie, the Ericson and the Cameron claims;
became world famous. (4) Nearby creeks such as the Lightning
Vdnd the Lowhee;;proved bnly»a liftle less valuable.-

Once again the citizens of Victoria found the %Cariboo
fever® raging fiercely in their midst. A Govarnment Street
jewelier,displayed e sign in his window reading "Selling off
at cost! Hurrah for the Cariboot™ nee again steamers rumn-

ing froﬁ Victoria to the Fraser found their accommodation

B T - S A W,

{3) British Colonist. Iarch 24, 1861. :

(4) The Ericson claim was reported to have yielded 553,000
in. gix days; the Diller claim on Willlam's Creek paid
$10,000 each week in 1862, and ®Cariboo® Cameronts claim
“produced in the period between November.1l862 and June 1863,
the sum of $384,000. These figures are reported in the

British Colonist ilssues 1n 1862 and 1863, -



claims which in most cases had to be worked at considerable

- supplies in, or to pay packers heavy charges to do the Job

matches.

-
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~taxed to the utmost; once again a Victoria newspaper foﬁnd

it necessary to engage a speclal correspondent to report the

news direct from the fields. (5) %"There can be no mistake

this timet" declared an editorial in the British Colonist

ror February 26, 1861.
Miners who had taken part in the rush of 1858 found an .
entirely different situation facing them when they returned %

to the new strikes in 1861 and 1862. They had a much longer

and a much harder road %o travel; they found at its end

depth, thus necessitating the expenditure of much time and

the investment of much'capital before the precious dust

could be obtainedA Their difficulties were increased beoause =

of the Tact that they were foroed elther Yo pack their own

{
i

.‘for them., In 1862 the unfortunate miner at William's Creeﬁ(;‘

\had to pay $5 per'pound for candles, and $1.50 per box for

Butter sold for 45 and flour for &2 per pound.

- When they were available at all, potatoes bfought 115 for a

100 pound lot. These prices in no way represented an exor-

— am wm e em e o e owm

(5) British Colonist » February 26, 1861. The special

e

correspondent did a goed Job. His description of the
scene at Antler Creek when the claims were staked i1s most
interesting. The miners apparently agreed amongst them-
selves not to stqke'Claims before a pre-arranged date.
Barly on that spring day, he tells his readers,; the

miners gathered; +then the cry went up, ®Is evarybody

here?....There's the creek, boyst Start.fairi®
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bitant>§rofit for the packer or the merohantj they Simpiy
resulted from the difficulties which lay in the path of an&
commercilal traffic. We have already spoken of the inadeiuaoies
of the only existing Wagoniroad, of the.constént handling of
goods 1@0@381uated by its pacullar natufe and of the fact
that Lhe road ran only as far as Lilllooet, a point roughly
one-third of the way to the new field. To make the lot of
the Cariboo miner even more diffieult; during the winter of
1861-62, the most‘sévere winter recorded in the colony's

: history, (6) the Douglas-Lillooet road was closed for almost
"four‘months by snow‘and landslideso A more practical and
more permenent road to the Cariboo was an essential, and it
became the duty of the government to provide that road.

The direct route through-the Fréser Canyon had been
avoided in 1858 because 1ts natufe’was such that to construct
a road through it would have taken more time than could be
spafed, and would have reQuired the expenditure of nmuch
greater sums than the governor had at his disposal in 1858.
With the richness and permanence of fhe Cariboo mines assured,
 such expendifures éould howAbe considered. |

It must not be assumed that the construction of the
Dbuglas-ﬂarrison trail in 1858 had resulted in routing all
traffic away from the Yale-Lytton trail which had at first

been used. JSome packers cohtinued to take in supplies by the)

~(8) The Pioneer and Democrat in its issue of February 8th,
1862, prints the almost incredible report that the Frgser
Canyon itself was frozen except for a small stream in the
centre Oi the river-bed.
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latbter route to the miners on the bars between the canyon '
and Lytton, preferring that much more difficult trip to thé
1ong roundabout journey up to Lillooet from Harrison and E
back down the Fraser to Lytton. Nor must iﬁﬂbe assumed that

the governmentAhad completely lost interest in the possibility

~of building a wagon road through the canyon. At Governor

Douglas® request, Chief Justice Mathew Baillie Begbie made a
trip upﬁthe Fraserkganyoh trail, in 1859; his report to
Douglas probably merely confirmed the governor in the opinion

ﬁhaﬁ'it was Textremely doubtful whether it would be worth-

while at preéent to engage in any improvements on this part
of the lime..®" (7)

The traii which had been cut from Yale to Lytton, (8)

',running along the east bank of the stream, was apparently

the only facility which the government at the moment intended

“to supply. A mass meeting of miners at Yale on January 20,

1859, (9) bassed resolutions calling for the widening of the
existingAtrail and for the construction of a bridge across

: ¢ . :
Anderson Creek, near Boston Bar, and presented a memorial of

their demands bto Governor Douglas. Perhaps in answer bto these

- demands, a party under Sergeant McColl of the Royal Engineers

made some improvementsrduring“the following summer, but

packers in 186lﬂwere still hauling supplies by boat and tow-

(7) Begbie to Douglas, April 25, 1859. Report in Journal

of Royal Geographic Soclety, cited above, pages 37 and 38.  ©.=-.

(8) This trail was completed on September 10, 1858,
according to Captaln Sanyder in a letter to the Victoria
Gazebte, September 13, 1858. ‘

(¢) vVictoria gazette, January 27, 1859.
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kline up the canyon, rather than face the trail on the cliffs
tabove. (10) |

The géld strikes in the Cariboo apparently changed the
attitude of the. government towards the scheme for construct-
ing a road through the canyon. As miners poured into the
upper opuntry’to the new diggings at William's Creek; or
Antler Creek, the problem of their supply became a pressing
" ome, particularly since the DouglaSnLillooet road was‘closedf
~during the Wiﬁter. FOnce again an émergency faced the governj
ment'at Vicﬂoria = once againythat government took immediate
steps to meet bhe emergency. |

Fortunately for Governor Douglas, the financial string-

ency which had hindered his road schemes of 1838, had been

relieved to a great extent by 1861l. The fiscal year of 1860
had shown a surplus of some $30,000 as compared to a deficit

of some $11,000 for the previous year. (ll) Increased revenues

(10) R. Byron Johnson worked for a firm of packers engaged in
haullng supplies by this method, and recorded his experiences
in his bood ®Very Far West Indeea", London, 1873. He tells

how the boats were hauled from p01nt to p01nL by towlines.
~His party took twelve days to make the haul from Yale to Lytton.
On the return trip, shootlng the rapids in all but the worst
places, the party took only nlne ours?

(11)  Palmer, P, F. ®"Fiscal History of British Columbla in the
Colonial Period". Ph.D. Th651s Tor Stanford Unliversity. Typed
‘copy in Archives of British Columbia.

Briefly, the financial statement of 1859 showed a total
'revenue of $229,499, with the civil costs of the government setb
at $241,211. 1In addltion, drafts on the Crown were made, tolt-
f_alllng ﬁ191 488 for the millitary expenses of the ¢olony (salar-
‘ies and expenses for the Royal Engineers were the largest items).

In 1860, total revenue was $260,545 and the costs of the
‘government amounted to 3229,733. In addltlon the drafts on
the Crown for military expenses in 1860 had been reduced to
@119 393, :
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from customs duties had brought about this happy state of
affairs, and there was every reason to believe that with
the heavy influx of mén and supplies in 1861, that the fin-
ancial position of that year might be evén better.

With this assurance behind him, the governor already,
even beforeﬂtﬁe most startling news had come from the
Cariboo‘mine, had made his first moves. In June of 1860,

Franklin Way and Joseph Beedy had begﬁn the comstruction of

. a}new?trail~frdm‘Yale to Spuzzum, at a cost of £4300, while

in August a contract was made with Mess'rs Powers and

'McRoberts'for the construction of a praéticable mule trail

from Spuzzum to Boston Bar. But trails, no matter how well-

constructed, would not meet the demands of the heavy traffic

which, the news from the Cariboo would suggest, might occur
‘during the following year. Probably no one realized this

‘fact more clearly than the governor himself. At any rate,

on August 10 of 1860, the governor presented the Spuzzum

Road Bonds Act, to authorize the construction of a wagon

road through the canyon. Contractors‘who undertook all or

any part of the work were to be paid in 67 bonds maturing
'serlally - and the payment of those bonds was to be 1nsured

;by the payment of road tolls later fixed by the Road Tolls

Proclamation of November 10, 1860, Further to facilitate

the public works program for this and the following year,

kthe\government had already made arrangements for the

floating of en initial loan of £25,000 to be used for the
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public works program (12)

These various)actions provided the authorization for
Douglas'® later steps, but only a fraction of the sums which
Wouldkbé required for the new program of public works. 1In
March of the following year the governor appealed to the
Colonial Office for the authority to offer to the publiec S
another loan of £50,000. (13) When this was granted, he:‘ |
appealed for authorization of a further loan of £15,000 to
-ﬁgo,ooo. (lé)k Without waiting for this authorization, the
governor oh November 14, 1861, presented the British Columbié
Roaas Loan Act to his legislature, providing for a loan |
of £100,000. On thé following day he appealed to the Colonial
Office for permission to do this. (15) Subscriptions 0 the\
various loans were finally'legalizedgwafter sone debate with
the Colonial Office; by the British Cblumbia Loan Act of August
12, 1862, by which Act the maximum of the loans wes set at the
original £50,000. (16)

By the time the funds for the government®s public works

program had been legally secured, ruck' of these sums had

(12) The public announcement of this loan is reproduced in
full in Appendix C, as 1t appeared in: the British Colonist of
July 21, 1860. , .

(13) Douglas to Newcastle, Despatches to London, Iarch 1,1861.
(14) Douglas to Newcastle, Despatches to London, Oct. 24,1861.
(15) Douglas to Newcastle, Despatches to London, Nov. 15,1861.
One can detect some justifiable exasperation in the reply from
the Colonial Secretary forbidding further action on this bond
“issue for the larger amount. (Newcastle to Douglas, British
Columbia Papers, March 1, 1862).

(16} Palmer, P. F. - op cit - page 120.
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already been expended. The very severe winter of 1861-1862

" had effectively stopped any road construction, but early in

the spring of 1868, contracts were let for the most ambitious\
~undertaking of the new colony - the construction of the Wagon}
road from Yale up through the canyon to the Cariboo gold

rields. On April 3, 1862 the first contract was let - to

;; ~Thomas Spence, (17) for the construction of a wagon road;

eighteen feet in width, to run from Boston Bar to Lytton. /

Total cost as agreed in the contract, was £17,600. (18) on ;

‘octgber 28 of the same year the road was completed, Spence
secured a cash settlement of his bonds and the Chief Commiés—

ioner of Lands and Works entered into a new agreement with

George Landv01ght for the malntenanoe and repalr of the road.(19)

[ T T N o e S e

(17) Thomas Spence and Joseph Trutch were actually in part-
~nership, though the contracts were granted individually.
8pence also secured,in February of 1864, a contract for the
building of a brldge across the Thompson River at the point
known as Cook?!s Ferry, bubt now as Spence's Bridge. Spring
freshets caused unlooked-for delays, but.Spence was able to
“secure modifications in his toll oharter to compensate him
for his added expenses. (Not many contractors received such
generous treatment). L
: Department of: Lands and Works = ContraCus and Agreements, 18684.
| (18) The original contract, colonel Moodyts copy, and a copy
~of its specifications are both in Lands and Works Department,
Agreements and Contracts 1862. Archives of British Columbia.
A1l contracts dealt with in this chapter are obtainable in
these files.
(19) Thomas Spence to Colonel Moody, R. ., October 24, 1862.
"Agreement between Chief Commigsioner of Lands and Works and .
‘George Landvoight, October 28, 1862, . Copies of both in Lands
and Works Department Contracts and Agreements 1862.
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While this section of the road was bging completed, the

much more difficult task of building the road from Yale to

Boston Bar was also begun. A party of Royal Hngineers under | %?

Captain Parsons and Sergeant MeColl began the work of survey-

ing that road; and by early summer, road gangs under the

direction of these men were busy alt the Yale end of the route.
Further to expedite its construction, a contract for the con-
struction of the northern end, from ﬁhapman's Bar t@ Boston

Bar, “had already been signed between tho Colonel Moody and

Joseph William Trutch. In this agreement the government of
‘the colony agreed to advépoe a total of ﬁlS(OOO and Trutch
to invest £9000. In return the latter secured a charter for
flve yeansentwtllng hlm to the collection of Tolls for the

use of the road. (20)

Late in the year, in an effort to connect the northern

section being constructed by these contractors, with that

part of the road which the Royal Engineers were building from

Yalé, the Department of Lands and Works signed the last in this'

series of contracts, when Joseph Trutch and Thomas Spence
agreed tb build the road from Pike's Riffle (across the river

from Spuzzum and Jjust below the eaétern approach to the pre-

ent Suspension Bridge) to Chapman's Bar, at a total cost of

@m  em = mm e ew e om ma e

(20} Toll charges were to be 1 farthihg per pound of merch-
andise and 1 shilling for each animal (even including goets).
‘The original contract and two attested coples are in the .
Archives of British Columbia in Department of Lands and Works -
Contracts and Agreements - 1862. Trubtch already had had some
experience (profitable experience, too,) in road-building under
government contract. See above page 36.
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£9,400, payable in 6% bonds in five installments. (21)

By the beginning of the following year these contracts

were practically all oompleted. When Ceptain Grant inspected
~the work Whlch had been dove he found that the road from Yale

'to Spuzzum was completed and in good shape, that across the

‘rlverntgoﬁhapman’s Bar was still not completed, since the con-
tractors had had to suspend work in November because of the -
 cold, that some sections of the road from Chapman's Bar to
~Boston Bar had not been completed, for the same reasen, and
+that the Boston Bar to Lytton road was oompleted, and in
- fine shape. (22) In other words, a wagon road was now vir-§
tually completed, running from,Yaie to Spuzzuﬁ on the west ‘
bank of the Canyon and from a point almost opposite on the
‘east bank, up the river as far as Lytton. There remained
now the Lmnortant task of llnklng the two sections.

1

This project, the erection of the famous Spuzzum sus-

| pension bridge, was assigned to Joseph Trutch and his assoc=

iates. On February 2, 1863, that contractor agreed to build

the requlired bridge in return for a .five year charter of toll

(21)  These installments were to be paid as the road pro-
gressed. Colonel Moody's and attested copies in Department
of Lands and Works - Contracts and Agreements 1862. This
clause or one very similar appears 1n most of the contracts
cited.
(22) Captain Grant, R. B. to Colonel Moody - December 31,
1862, The report is included in Department of Lands and
Works - Qorrespondence 1862. :




'undértaking. But the story of the road-building program of !

1862 is by no means yet complete. From Lytton atmﬁge end of

~ the rocks of the canyon was going on, other contractors were

R
/

el.

privileges. (23) [Two days later Trutch secured a cash settle-{

ment of £2000 for his work on the uncompleted road from Chap~

‘man's bo Boston Bar, so that he might devote his full resour-

ces to his new contract. (24)

Had the Lands and Works Department done nothing else in
1862, it would still have accomplished a great deal. To con-
struct, or rather, to arrange and supervise the construction

of this wagon road from Yale to Lytton, was in itself a huge

i
1
i
i
!

the canyon road, or from Lillooe®t at the end of the Douglas

Road, there still would stretch long miles to the Cariboo
itself. Hence, even while the task of blasting a road throuéh

}
§
\

~working to join Lybtton and Lillooet to each other and to the

gold fields above.

On March 24, 1862, the first of these contracts was con-{

cluded between the Lands and Works Department, and Gustavus

Blin Wright. By the terms of this contract Wright agreed to !

construct a wagon road from a point across the river from

N

(83) Department of Lands and Works - Contracts and Agreements
1863. Trutch's charter gave him the right to collect tolls
at the rate of one-third of a halfpenny per pound on merchand-
ise, and one shilling per head on all animals passing over or
underneath the bridge. Contract dated February 4, 1863.

(24) Joseph Trutch to Henry P. Crease, Attorney-General,
February 4, 1863. Department of AttorneysGeneral - Corres-
pondence January - April, 1863. : ‘

o lioody to Wi A. G. Young, Colonial 3ecretary for British
Columbia ~ March 12, 1863. Department of Lands and Works -
Correspondence 1863. , ‘




:’f6o per mile for the first fifty miles and £120 per mile there-~

~vided that in the event that the road should join with another

way of thekThompson and Buonaparte Rivers, that either Wright
payment of one-half the cost of building, and one-half the

‘Department of Lands and Works - Contracts and Agreements, 1862.

ations of this contract as found necessary were made on July

/

62. '

Lillooet, along the east bank of the Fraser to Alexandria. (25) !

government advances for the work were to be made on a bagis of

after. Upon completion of the road, Wright was to have a ™

y
charter for five years entitling him to the collection of tolls

at the rate of'a half-penny per pound on all freight and four.
shillings per head on all cattle moving on the Toad.  The |
government retained the right to appoint a Toll Collector and
ﬁo}déduct from fhese tolls éums suffioient to repay the cash
advanoes maae as specified above,'and likewise retained the
right to repurchase this charter within the first eighteen
months after the road héd been completed, at a price to be
fixed by an arbitrator agreeable to both parties.

Into this contract there was written a clause which pro-

being constructed at the same time, from Lytton northward by

or the firm which had undertaken this contract should have

freedom of use of any»section of road ‘already built, upon

current cost of upkeep.

(25) - Three attested coples of the agreement are in the
This contract is reproduced in full in Appendix A. NModific-
23,1862 and on August 16, 1862. (Copies of these modifiled

contfacts gre also avallable in Department of Ldnds and Works -
Contraots and Agreeuents 1862.




Through the summer and fall of 1862, work progresse@’

‘rapidly on this road, However, because of unforeseen
' diffioulties, Wright was forced to apply for further gove&n—
'mental assistance, and as a result a further advance of i5000
| was made to him on January 5 of 1865. (86) With this a531st-
”ance, the céntraotor was able to oress forwaru with the WOfk
and November of 1863 saw its completion. (27) |

The work of effecting a junction>betweeﬁ the Lillooefe
Alexandria road and ths town of Lytton was at first entrust?d
to_the firm of Charles (ppenheimer, Thomas Lewis and'ﬁalter?
loberley. These men, by a contract dated April 2, 1862, agféed
to build a wagoﬁ road, eighteen feet in width from Lytton along
',the Thompson River and up the Buonaparte~Valley, to join the
Lillooet-Alexandria road. They, like Wright were to receive
gbvernment advanées for construction and were granted a charter
for five years entitling .them to a toll of a half-penny per
‘kpound Qf freight and one shilling per head on all céttle Which

;

traverse the road. (28)

sy

(26) Colonel lioody to W. 4. G. Young, Jan. 13, 1863, Departnent
of Lands and Works - Correspondence - 1863,

(27) Douglas to Newcastle - British Columbia Papers,Nov.l4,1863.
(28) Department of Lands and Works - Contracts and Agreements
1862, Wright's charter gave him the right to charge a toll of
4 shillings per head but his cash grants were much lower. The
~contractors in the latter agreement were to receive a-grant of
£333 per mile for the first twenty-one mlles, and £22 ,000 for
the total remainder.

The Walter lloberley of this contract was eleotod to member-
ship in the Legislative Council in Seplember 1864, resigned his
seat to become Assistant Surveyor-General, in whioh connecltion

“he was one of the earliest advocates of railroad and constr-
uction.
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(29) Advertisements appeared in the British colonist during
~April or May offering work to 1000 men. Failure to recruit

and Agreements, 1862. It is dated June 23, 1862.

(8l) Department of Lands and Works - Contracts and Agreements,

The partners in this undertaking were apparently less

fortunate than G. B. Wright. Lewils withdrew from the partner-
ship, and Oppenheimer and lMoberley, after completing some

forty-five miles of the road were forced to suspend operations

because of lack of funds or credit. The government took over

21l materials and Walter MoberleykhimSelf was placed in'oharge
of continuing the work on this new basis. The difficulty of
securing men to perform the prosaic task of road-building,
the. resultant high labor costs, (29) and the expense of
supplying crews, combined to make'thé contractors!? taék even
more 4ifficult, while the inoreasing;oost of civil admini-
stfétion caused the government officials in Victoria or New
Westminster to bg very~reluotant to make any further cash
advances. (30) However, the Roads Tolls Zxtension hct of
February &4, 1883 increased the toli on goods leaving Lillooet
or Lytbton by one farthingkper pound of merchandise., With the
prosbect of‘inoreased revenue in sight, William Hood agreed to

complete the task which Moberley and,Oppenheimer had under-

taken, and a-contract was signed with him on April 17, 1863.(5ﬁ)

even half that number caused the firm to enter into a contract
with Ho Hang and Ah Yep to supply Chinese Laborers. A copy of
this agreement is in Department of Lands and Works - Contracts

(30) 1In fact, the policy of both Mcoody and Douglas was togst
the.roads built with as little outlay of cash as wag possible.

1863, , i
See also page 76 below.l
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FCookfs Ferry and onfo Clinton. There the two roads joined,

a distance of some_siXty miles between himself and the town

65.

By this ﬁeans the Lytton road was completed to Clinton, ﬁgf ffmﬁﬁw
Junction City, and was in constant use by the summer of %hat
year., ¥or his work in this connection, Hood received the sum
of £12,500 paid in 6% bonds.

By the w1nter of 1863 Governor Douglas' road scheme had
go far progressed that +hore were now two roads bto the interior.
To supplement the Douglas-Lil]ooet-road, now being used less
and less as time went on,‘there was a Tine wagon road extend—'

ihg from Yale at the head of steamboat navigation, through jﬁ

SpuZzum and across the river, through Boston Bar, Lytton,

to follow the Tiver once more as far as Alexandria., The scheme
was, however, notryet éomplete. From Alexandria, steamboat
travel wes onCe mQrevpossibleVon the river, as far north as
the mduth of the ZQuesnel Ri?er;“in fact a steamer was oper-
ating even before the road was completed to Alexandria. (32)

The miner who thus reached the town of Quesnel, now had only

of Richfield in the centre of the diggings. But, as one of
the miners has said, "0Oh! those sixty milest® The only
existing trail, he said,'ran through ®a sea of mud, with a

bottom composed of roots of trees™. This same traveller re-

(52) The boat service actually began at Soda Creek, about
twenty-one miles south of Alexandris, and Colonel Lioody pro-
posed at one time that G. B. Wright should complete his road
only that far, then build twenty-one miles of road from
Quesnel down towards Van Winkle in the Cariboo. (Colonel
loody to W. A. G. Young, March 13, 1863. Department of
Lands and Works - Correspondence 1863),
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lates that he spent sixteen days in covering the sixty miles
to Williams Creek. (33) Obviously here was the next task for

“the Department of ILands and Works.

In January of 1865 the department had issued a public |

i

notice cealling for tenders on the two projects not yet arranged;
the oonstructlon of a wagon road from Alexandria to the mouth
of the Quesnel River and thence up that river to the town of1
Vean Winkle, and the building of a bridle trail from that towﬁ
to Richfield. (34) bn the first of these jobs no official |
tenders were received, although Major William Downie (35)
pefsonally offered to build the trail for st;ooo;a sum which
Colonel licody considered much too high. On the secoﬁd of the
p:ojeots, only one tender was received, that of ZIdward J.
Campbell who specified, however that he wanted a flat paynent
of someﬂ$47,0CO with no charter or toll privileges to be
considered. This tender the department could not consider°(56) 
(35) Johﬂson,’R. Byron - oﬁqcit.- page 10g ff.

(34) Copy of public notice, dated January 22, 1863. Department
of Lands and Works - Correspondence 1863.

(35) This is the same Major Downie who had performed valu-

able service for the governwent in 1859 in exploration with

the view to estaplishing a direct road between the coast and
Fraser River. "Downie*s experlences n-gedifernis—before VV“Lﬁg
to—pBrivish-Getumbia are told 1n most. 1nbefest1pg fashion in his
"Hunting for Gold® published at San Francisco in 1893.

(36)  Ccolonel Moody to W. A. G. Young, March 13, 1863. Depart-

ment of Lands and Works - Correspondence. 1863,
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- navigating the river steamboats over that dangerous stretch |
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In the absence of anyone willing to undertake the task

of connecting the Cariboo mines with the road now being

completed to Alexandria, Colonel Mdody proposed to employ

his own ROval Engineers on that work, estimating that they

could do about half the necessary work at an estimated

expense of about $23,000 and that civilian labor under Royal

Engineer direction could complete the other halfl for about
$33,000. (57) Governor Douglas however, vetoed this proposal
(58)fand éveﬁtually the decision was made to build under \

Royal Engineer supervision, the whole of the wagon road Lfoms

Aleyandrla through Quesnel and Van Winkle down to Richfield

and namelontown. In oe >tember of 1864 the work was com-

, pleted when Gustavus B. Wright undertook to construct certain

neoessary'bridges along this new road. (39) In the same year.

~ work was begun on the construction of a wagon-road between

. vale and Hope, to obviate the extremely difficult task of

of water. At last the road to Cariboo was complete.

Just as in the case of the Douglas-Lillooet road, by the !

time the full program of oonstruction was completed, the

ﬂtrafflc over the new road began to dvadle in volume. The

{

.___‘ ______ 1

(37) Colonel Moody to Douglas - March 28, 1863. Department
of Lands and Works = Correspondence 1863.

(38) Probably mainly because it was made by Golonel hoodj,
‘with whom the Governor already had had some differences of

opinion. (Douglas Tto Col. Moody,'April 3, 1863) Department

of Lands and Works - Correspondence - 1863,

(39) cContract signed by Wright and Walter lioberley, now

Superintendent of Public Works, September 29, 1864. Deparb-

ment of Lands and Works, Countracts and Agreements, 1864.
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rich claims of the Cariboo became permanent operations, con—?
ducted by firms which possessed Tthe capital necessary for
their full exploitation, énd the tide of indigent but hope-
ful prospectors ebbed away from the Cariboo. Gold still
came from.the mines, but 1t was not gold easily accessible
to ohe 1na1v1dual gold algger.

Before the Cariboo Highway through the mountains settled

down to its dull tasks as handmeiden to the respectable ine-

dustries of the colony, it had, like the Douglas road, its

brief span of romantic existence. Into its construction went
the efforts of thousands, and the lives of hundreds. The
traveller who will leave his automobile on the fine new high-

way above Spuzzum, andkscramble down the rocky banks to the

‘path of the old road willrfind‘at almost any place he happens

to choose, examples of engineering skill that will astonish
him., OQver deep chasms he will see the remains of intricate
log bridges, around the face of sheer cliffs he will find

spots where the road'was simply built against the cliff by

-the expedlent of laying stope upon gtone, all chipped to
“fit, until a level causeway was created. If he will follow

“the road where sections still remaln, around rocky abutments

and down steep grades, and then imagine himself in a six-

horse‘stage coach rocketing around those curves and down

those grades at top“speed‘— then will he have caught some-

‘thing of the romence of the highway. OVer the highway went

those of the passengers from the famous ®*bride-ships® who

had thfbeen already appropriated by the men of Victoria and

7
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New Westminster. (40) Over the road too, and probably for a

much less respectable purpose went the "hurdy-gurdy girls" to
pursue their calling as entertalners at the saloons of Van

winkle, Barkerville or Camerontown. Along the road travelled

| the agents of the express companies - of Wells Fargo and

Company, or*of Dietz and Nelson, or of Barnard's Cariboo
Express. Up to the mines over the highway went the men who
were to become the founders of the prdvinde of British Columbia;
men like Tom Cunningham, Charles Augusbus Semlin, Alexander |

Ewen, the operator of the first salmon cannery in the Iraser,

- and William Ladner, who returned from the mines to take up

land at the mouth of the river, the possibilities of which he
had noted on his way in to the mines in 1859.(41) A4s men like

these returned to the coast to become farmers, or hardware

merchants, or took up some respectable business along the road,

the permanent colony of British Columbia was born, even though

it was to remain for some time, simply ®a road with the mines

at one end ananew Westminster at the ofher".

(40) Aghast at the reports that in the Cariboo in 1862 there
were over six thousand men and only three or four married
women, the British Columbia Imigration Soclety, founded by such
highly regpected individuals ag the Bishops of Oxford and London
and by Lady Burdett-Coutts, arranged in April of 1862 for the

. departure to the new colony, of some twenty girls from orphan

asylums. In June a further contingent left London on thefTyne-
mouth®., The scenes in Victoria when they arrived well can be
imagined. The stories of some of these Immigrants are told by
. de B. Lugrin in ¥The Pioneer Women of Vancouver Island®,
Vlotorlg, 1928, pages 146 fTf.

(41) Short bhographies of these and many others are glveq in
Howay and Scholefield, op. cit., and Kerr, J. B., "Bilographlcal
Dicthonary of Well Known British Columbiansﬁ. _
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CHAPTER V

-

THE BUTE INLET WAGON ROAD.

In preoeding‘ohapters has been told the story of the
constructicn of British Columbiats two earliest roads. There
S5till remains to be told, howevef, the story of the road that
waé.never‘built - the road from the head of Bute Inlet on the
coast over the Cascade Liountains and down to the Fraser it-
self and the gold fields of the Cariboo. | |

When one‘oonsiders, as the early gold seekers must have,

the difficulties of road construction in the Fraser Canyon,

"~ and the onerous task of handling goods on the Douglas-Lillooet

road, one can sasgily see that 1t was inevitable that the con-
struction of some other highway should at least be proposed.
And even a cursory examination of a map of British Columbia
will suggest now, as 1t did then, an alternative route which
seems to possess many advantages. HEven in the summer of 1858,

correspondents to the Victoria Gazette expressed their belief

in the possibility of opening comnunications between the upper

Fraser valley and the head of any of four or five inlets on
the mainland ooast; all extending deeply into the interior.
Mot only would such a road, 1f practibable, be shorter than
that»following the Fraser, but also 1t would make for cheaper

freight rates, since there would be a much longer haul by sea
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and a much shorter haul by land than over the Fraserwﬁiver
roads. (1) This, of course, was an extremely important con-
sideration with merchants and shippers of Victoria, since

shipment of goods through aiport up the coast would mean that

Victoria Would remain the only permanent port of entry, while

the oontlnuanoe of shlpment of goods by the Fraser route would

‘mean the establishment of a commercial centre somewhere near.

the mouth of the river, to which ocean vessels would proceed

directly. It is not to be wondered at, then, if Victoria

people should even on occasion subscribe to private expeditions

- up the coast to survey the various possible locations for the

ﬁerminus of a road overland to the gold fields.

phe first such reconnaissance was carried out .in 1858 at
the expense of the government, by a party headed by John W.
McKay, which made a Journey from the head of Lillooet Lake, on

the Port Douglas-Lillooet trail, westward to the head of Howe

Sound by following the "Siakamish and Skowhomish valleys“(z)

k ;(l) Comparative dlstanoes are apnrox1matelj as follows;

By the Fraser route, from Victoria to Yale by boat 180
miles,and by road to Oueunel River 360 miles; a total offabout

540 mlles.

By the Bute Inlet route, from Victoria to the head of nav-
igation on the inlet, 300 miles, and. by road Drobaolv about
160 miles; a total of about 460 mlles.

Alexander Rattray gives approximately these figures and \
estimates 37 days for shipment by the Fraser and 22 days by the
Bute Inlet Road.

Rattray, Alexander - ®Vancouver Island and Brltlsh
Columbia®. London, 1862, page 180.
(2) The.present route of the Pacific Great Tastern Railway,
following the Sguamish and Cheakamus Rivers. The distance
covered was b5 miles. A full report of the party's findings

‘appeared in the Victoria Gazette of October 5, 1858. In the

party was Major William Downie (Downie, W. - “Hunting for
Gold®, San Francisco, 1893. .
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Although the report of this party was highly favorable, the

route which they hed explored did not eliminate the necessity -

of handling goods several times on the Port Douglas-Lillooe®

trall above the point where the new trail would meet it.

Barly in the spring of 1859, a party headed by the famous

Major William Downie explored both Jervis Inlet and Desolation

fsound and made favorable reports to‘Governor Douglas, telling

of conversations with Indians which suggested that a road from

the head of either inlet to the Fraser would not present great

difficulty of construction. (3) At a public meeting held in
Victoria on March 19, 1859, Major Downle told his audience (4)
/not'only of his own findings, but also that the Indians with

- whom he talked had told him that in Bute Inlet, navigation

was possible not only in the inlet but also for some distance
up the river which flowed inteo that inlet.
Interest was obviously high in Viotdria, but the earnings

from the bars of the river already had begun to dwindle, and

‘ the exodus of miners had already begun. In the chorus of

disillusionment and disappointment which arose, one voice alone
continued to éound a note of convietion in the riches of the
Fraser mines. Alfred Waddington of Victoria, merchant and
public leader in that city; seems to have been almoét alone in

his firm belief that the mines of the Fraser would one day live

— e am am e se em . owe D oae

(3) HMayne, R. C. = "Four Yeers in British Columbia and
Vancouver Island®. London, 1862. WKajor Downie's report is
reprinted as an Appendix. Commander Mayne explored_these

~inlete himself in 1861,

(4) vVictoria Gazette - Iiarch 19, 1859. Major Downie had
not visited Bute Inlet himself.




‘umns of Victoria papers. In‘July of 1861 Governor Douglas

on the improvement of the existing road from Port Douglas.

(5) Waddington, Alfred - "The Fraser liines Vindicated®.
Victoria, 1858. Alfred Waddington was much older than.the
~average of the men of %58, and his background would suggest

L

up to all the claims that had been advanced for them. (5)

And. in 1861 when the news came of the strikes at Keithlej and

Antler Creeks, Waddington's opinions seemed vindicated.

Once again the possibllity of constructing a road from a

point on the coast directly across the Cascades to the new

a

fields, leapea into the minds of officials and into the col-

commissioned Major Downie to outfit another expedition to ex-

ploré the possible sites for the terminus of such a road.

In_August the party returned to Victoria, where Downie report-

ed Lo the governbr and addressed a public meeting in loore's

Hall. (6) Major Downie hired the hall himself in order to

present ﬁis views. In his opinion, he stated, the construct-
ionrof a road from Bﬁte Inlet was noﬁ advisable, partly because
of the difficulty of conStructioh in the country which he had
eXamined,‘partly because: he déemed it the wise policy‘at the

moment to spend what sums could be afforded by the goverﬁment,

The announcement of his views wds met with cries from

the audience of #Throw him outt®™ ®He's workine for the West-
; &

w2 e we e e wa e em

that he was a man of much gentler stuff. @&n account of his
life appears in Royal Society of Canada Transactions, Volume
XLVI for 1932. ®Alfred Waddington®™ by Robie L. Reid.

(6) British Colonist - August 15, 1861. Downie W., op cit
page 266, ,
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: fgﬂminster crowdt™ The Bute Inlet project already‘was?a favor-

ii!iﬁe With‘viotdfia peopTe,'partioﬁlarly with people liké
i &lfred WadQ1ngton Robert Burnaby apd others who had alrea dy
“1nvested money in the soheme. | ‘
Howeve?{ cher'expedltlonS‘Wére'alfeady out - expeditions
‘in‘m0st ¢aéésifitted'out‘ét,private‘expense. oﬁe such party,: 
;‘led'by'Ranald‘MdDonald~(7) and JOhn‘BarnstOni léfthléxandria

i on’ the ﬁraser Rlver on May 24 1861 and reached the coast at

67)‘ The eXp101ts of Ranald MaoDonald, and ‘the bizarre nature

- of his career are only now being publicized. He was born in
~ ‘Astoria, half-breed son of Archibald McDonald (the father

-~ used thls spelllng) and Princess Sunday, youngest daughter of
the old King Com-Comly . Young Ranald ran away from the school

to which his father and his step-mother, (the Jane Klyne

. McDoneld of the Ermatinger corresoondenoe) had .sent him. In
1847 the young adventurer sailed on the *'Plymouth' to China.

'*7ifIn June of 1848 he persuaded the sklpper of the whaler in which

. he was serv1ng, to set him adrift in a small boat a few miles
off the coast of the then forbidden Japamese 1slands.j He was

- skized by native Japanese when he landed, and eventually was

~ brought before the Shogun's Court. Althouoh the usual fate

~of American sailors unfortunate enough to be cast ashore in

- Japan, was summary execution, young lLiacDonald established
- himself as a tutor at the court and began to give Inglish

-~ lessons to some fourteen young Japanese noblemen. (One of hlu

former puplls acted as the official interpreter in the neg-

.~ otiations which ensued when Commander Perry of the Unlued

‘1rfStates Navy arrived in 1857 to ®open up® Japan.
‘ MacDonald was released from his pleasant captivity by

s”;the arrival of an American war-ship in April of 1849 and
eventually returned to the Pacific Northwest. His journal

~of ‘his Japanese adventure was prepared for publication, but
- was not .printed until 1923 when the documents were edited
by Wllllam Lewis and Naojiro Nurakani and published with

. biographical hotes. From thls source a popular work (Nichols
- Merie Leona, Ranald MacDonald - Adventurer, Caldwell, Idaho,
©.1940) has been taken. ' , ‘ '

. Lewils, William and Murakami, Naojiro (ed) ¥Ranald MacDonald - .

 27 Narrat1ve of hig early llfe" : Spokane,;Washington; 19234
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the head of Bella Coola Inlet on June 19. The report of this
party was highly favorabie, (8) bﬁt it neverthelesskwas ob-
vious that the inlet to which they had come, since it lay
north of %he‘diffioult navigation‘of Seymour Warrows and the
Buclataw Rapids, might better be avoided. 1In spite of this
drawback, ihwkpril of 1862; Ranald McDonald secured an agree-
ment with the government through Colonel Moody, for the con-
struction of a mule road from Bella Colla %o the mouth of the
Queshel River, in réturn for the privilege of collectiﬁg a
toli of 3 farthings per pound of merchandise and 2 shillings
per head on all travellers. (9) The contract further stipu-
1ated that McDonald should assign\his own charter to a comp-
any to be formed by June'85; 18628. 1In his attempts to set up
such a compeny and in his negotiatiohs with William Hood;

its chief shareholder, LicDonald met more difficulties than
he had encountered in hls arduous overland trip, and as a

(8) - British Colonist - August 16, 1861.

The Toute of MacDonald and hls~partj followed the

Chilcotin River up to Tatla Lake, thence almost due

north to the Dean River headwaters then west to the
Bella Cobla River and along that stream.to the North

‘Bentinck Arm.
' (8ee map,Appendix F).

(9) Department obeands and Works - Contracts and
Agreements 1862.




~result his contract lapsed. (10)

In the meaﬁtime, better fortune awaited another project under-

taken at about the same time. In June of 1861, a public
meeting of citizens of Victoria held in Moore's Hall, heard
an eloquent address by Alfred Waddington urging the advisa-

pility of once more considering the possibility of construct-

~ing a road from the head of Bute Inlet to the new fields. As

a result,‘a cormittee of prominent citizens was appointed (11)
to-pian an expedition up the coast to re-examine the location
aboﬁt-whicthajor Downie had spoken at first so highly, then . -
létterly so disparagingly. This committee met on June 10 and
debided to send such an expedition as soon .as the sum of £1000
could be raised.’ Some £200 was subscribed on the spot, and
the government soon lent its approval by naking a oontribuiionk
of £500. (12) |

on Séptémber‘Q, 1861, Waddington wrote to Governor Dougleas

(10) The chief weakness of MacDonald's project was of course
the fact that a somewhat similar conpract had already been
granted to Alfred Waddington, and that the route proposed

by Waddington also followed the Chilcotin River between Tatla
Lake and the Frgser. Waddington's contract for the construct-
ion of a bridle path was signed on March 28, 1862 and was

-amended to cover construction of a wagon road, on April 16.

(See page 7gbelow).
The William Hood here mentioned during the following

yvear, 1863, was given a contract to complete the last section
of the road from Spence's Bridge to Clinton. (See page 64 above)
(11) The names of the members of the commitbtee augured well
‘Tor its success, for it included such prominent men as J.
Despard Pemberton, Amor de Cosmos, Joseph W. Trubch, Alexander
C. Anderson and Robert Burnaby, in addition to Alfred Wadding-

ton. ‘
(12) British Colonist, June 12, 1861.
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'Bute‘Inlét and found that 1t was possible to take the
‘Henfietta not only to the head of the inlet but also some

Tforty miles further up the Homathco River, and had proceeded

,that on March 28, 1862, an agreemenﬁ was signed.' By its terms,

77 .

on behalf of this committee, (13) asking for the privilege
of opening a mule trall to the gbld fields from the head of

any one of five inlets, (Jervis, Toba, Bute, Loughborough

'or Knight?'s) and telling the governor that the expedition to

explore these possible termini had been arranged. On September

18, 1861, the party left for the north on the 'Henriettar’.

On November 8 the first communication arrived from Wadding-

ton, apprizing the governor that the party had proceeded %o

by small boat some ten miles further. (14) From the evidence
of his own inspection and from conversations with the Indians
of the locality, Waddington had become convinced of the

feasibility of construction of a road following the Homathco

Vélley, then across the divide and down the Chilcotin Valley

to the Fraser. Plans already had been made to start the sur-

vey for this road as soon as weather conditions would permit.
During the winter months negotiatlons proceeded between

Waddington and various goverument officials, with such success

e e em o e e em s G

(13) Waddington to Douglas, Sept. 9, 1861l. Attorney-Generalt's
Department - Correspondence 1861, The letter stressed the
advantages of the proposed road ®especlally for Victoria®.

(14)  waddington to Douglas, November 8, 1881. Attorney-
General's Department, Correspondence - 1861. Various spellings
of the name ¥®Homathco® appear in the correspondence and in
newspaper ‘accounts, but the form used here occurs most often.
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Waddington was To counstruct a bridle road from the head bf
Bute Inlet to the point where the Chilcotin River meets the
Fraser. One year was given for the construction of a ten foot
road, and in return Waddington was to be granted a five year
charter autpqrizing the collection of a toll of 3 férthings per
pound of freight énd 4 shillings per head on all animals moved
over the road. On April 16, the contract was amended, with
the consent. of both parties, to provide for the'éonstruotion
of a'wagon‘road, sixteen feet wide. The time limit was ex-
tenﬁed for a further six months and the toll on merchandise
increased to 2% d per pound. (15)

Two days after the amended contract had been signed,
Waddington's men 5egan their work. . Du?in@ May and June of

Tied %
1868, an advanoe party under . O Teldemann covered the

whole route and made preliminary surveys, while construction

itself began from the end of Bute Inlet. The survey party gl

‘reached Alexandrie on June 25, and proceeded to Victoria by

way of the Fraser.. Apparently the report of this survey was

- of a somewhat sobering nature, for Waddington applied to
the government for a time extension of a further year on his

contract, (16) which request was granted by the Governor on

August 15, 1862. (17)

- om  we e e me em  wn o e

(15) Department of Lands and Works - Contracts and Agreements -
1862, Separate specifications are included with both these
gcontracts.

(18) " Waddington'to Moody - August 13, 1862 - Department of

- Lands and Works - Correspondence -~ 1862,

(17) Douglas to Moody - August 15, 1862 - Debaftment of

Lands and Works - Correspondence 1862,
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Despite the fact that difficulties lay ahead of the road-
builders, and that Indian troubles already had delayed opera-

tions, Waddington remained firm in his estimate of the value

‘of the work he was doing. By December of 1862 he had succeed-
'ved in organlzlng the Bute Inlet Wagon Road Compaby, Limited,

with a normal capltal of %60,000. (18) Apparently the company
‘had some difficulty in selling its shares, since in January
of 1863, Waddington applied to Colonel Moody for the extens-
ion of the term of his charter from five years to ten, (19)

‘giving as the reason for his application the Tact that

capitalists would not subscribe under the existing charter.

‘In March the new agreement was drawn up by Attorney-General
Crease, embodying the ohange requesced by Waddington and re-

ducing the toll from five cents (2% d) to three cents per

pound of merchandise. (20) The new agreement was submitted
by the ﬁttorney«@eneral'tofColonel Moody, but not until

November of 1863 did the Chief Commissioner of Lands and

P T

~Works finally fix his signature to the new contract.

(18) Prospectus for the company appeared in the British

Colonist, December 7, 1863. At that time W. F. Tolmie was

Chairman of the Board of Directors.  Of the original committee
~of 1861, only Robert Burnaby appears as a director 1n the

company .
(19) Waddington to Moody, Januvary 19, 1863. Department of
Lands and Works - Correspondence, 1863. See also Moody ©o
We Ao G. Young, Colonial Secretary, June 21, 1863. Attorney-
Generalts Department - Correspondence, 1863, (olonel Noody
recommended refusing the request, but notations on the
document in Governor Douglas' haddwriting indicated that in
thls as in other matters, the governor woula ovefrule the

fColopel.

(20) Department of Lands and Works - Contracts and Agreements

1863,
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~difficulties which Waddington had to face. During the

operations of the first summer heavy rains and high water

several oooa81ons bridges were destroyed by flres of mysterious

origin. In & letter to the Victoria Colonist, Waddington

'course
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Waddington naturally was highly incensed at the delay and

expressed his resentment in no uncertain terms in letters to

‘the Colonial Secretary. (21)

Disagreement among the officials with whom he had to

cooperate wgs'not by any means the most serious of the
in the Homathco River‘greatly hindered the work crews. On

gave an account of some of his difficulties, mentioning es-
pecially the rugged nature of the canyons some fifty miles

from the mouth of the river. (22)  Work had to be suspended

'éarly in the fall, but the spring of 1863 saw operations

again resumed. Lack of funds, too, seriously hampered the

fﬁll operation of all of’Waddington's plans, but by the fall

’a bridle trail ex1sted over practlcally the full route. ©OF

Waddington's charter called for the prov131on of a
wagon road and as a consequence, the merchant builder was as

vet not legally entitled to the collection of tolls.’ The

Governor finally consented to the collection of a provisional

(21) Waddington to Young, November 28, 1865. The letter was
forwarded to Colonel Moody by The Colonial Secretary. One
wonders how much of the delay was caused by Colonel Lloodyt!s
resentment at being overruled by the Governor. Department of
Lands and Works -~ Correspondence 1863.

- {(22) British Colonist - August 27, 1862.
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~ toll on those who might use the trail, (23) but there was
rpractically no traffic over the trail that vear. More/
important than the provisional toll, from Waddingtont's point
~of view, was the fact that he Wasvat‘the same tine gianted
another year's extension of the time limit of his contract.
As a direct‘résult; he was at last successful in making
satisfactory arrangements for the filnancing of his project,
by taking a oontraot from the Bute Iniet Wagon Road Company
to complete the road for a totél;sum of $15,000.

' Satisfactory progress was made against gerious obstacles‘
during. the summer of 1863; the fall freshets carried away
 man& of the 40 bridges along the first 30 miles of the road,
the only section yet completed. Weather conditions made it |

impossible even to attempt to repair the demage and the work

‘parties returned to Vietoria in November.

In April of 1864 Waédington*s men returned to their task.
 This time, in splte of the fact that wrecked bridges and
‘ruinedkroad lay before them, Naddlngtpn's prospects looked
better ﬁhan‘ever before. Ab last he had capital in the

necessary amounts; town lots were already being sold in the

‘towngite laid out at the head of Bute Inlet; (24) enough men

- e e em e me e

(23) Young to Moody, April 1, 1863. Department of Lands and
Works - Gorrespondence 1863,

(24) The town plan prepared by Colonal Moody and the Royal
Engineers had been set aside in favor of the plan prepared by
Waddington himself. One wonders 1f Governor Douglas enj0jed
‘making this change. Waddington to Young, Department of Lands
and Works, Correspondenoe 1864.
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had been hired so that it was possible to send a second work

| gang up to the head of Bentinck Arm and thence overland to

Puntzeen (now Puntze) Lake to work back along the trail.
Just as the tide.of fortune seemed.to have turned for

the grocer turned roadbullder, the final crash came. In liay

of 1864 occurred the famous Chilcotin massacres. The thievish

nature of the Indians of that tribe already had caused the road
ES]

crews much trouble; now it was to bring death to many of the

builders and ruin to all of Alfred Waddington's great

ambitions.

From the evidence at the trial of the suspects later the

tragié story can be pieced together. Two Chilcotin Indians,

it appears, approached a fereran~in Waddingtont's employ on

the Homathco River, with the usual request for food. hen

. the Terryman, one Jem Smith, refused, one of the Indians

produced & gun and shot and killed Smith. That night the

'Chilcotin tribe attacked the main party of roadmen. Out of

sixteen men in the gang, thirteen were killed. The road boss,

“George Brewster, who had a party of %our men further up the

river, was attacked the following day and three of the five

\.

When the survivors reached the coast word of the nmassacre
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(84) The town plan prepared by Colonel Licody and the Royal
Ingineers had been set aside in favor of the plan prepared
by Waddington himself. One wonders if Governor Douglas en-
Joyed making this change. Waddington to Voung, Departmeqt
of Lands and Works, Correspondence 1864 :
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Wés sent to Vicﬁoria. Retribution was prompt; (25) on jﬁne 13
a volunteer force from New Westminsgster and Victoria under
Governor Seymour himself, sailed on H. M. S. 'Sutlej', The
force travelled overland from the head of Ben%inck Arm and
i effected a Jjunction with another force of miners from the
Cariboo under Judge Cox. The show of such force was suffic-
lent tékquell'the disturbance; eight leaders of the Chilcotin
f tribe were arfested, brought‘to justiée and five of them
| éonvioted and hanged,‘although it is highly possible that thé
real culprits were never apprehended.
Alfred Waddington himself seemsvto havejrealized that his
‘ plaﬁs had crashed. ZEven before the trial ofl the Chilcotin
- Indian leaders, he attempted to’salvage something out of the i
wreck of his schemes - a th insignificéﬁt something. In a
letter to the Colonlal Secretary he proposed to surrender his
contract, under which he had until December of 1866 to com-
| plete the road, and‘proposed an indemnity of $lO0,000 in com-
pensation for the work already done. (26) ‘When that was re-
fﬁsed, Waddington applied for gOvernmént”prdtection on the

road for the crews which he might hire to go on with the work.(27)

(25) © 4 complete account is given in Howay and Scholefield, op v
cit - pages 177 f£f., while a somewhat different story appears -
in Walkem, W. W. - ®3tories of Farly British Columbia™,
Vancouver, 1914. See also Downie, W. op cit. .
(28) Waddington to Young, lMay 28, 1864, Attorney-General's
Department, Correspondence, 1864. ' ' -

- (27) Waddington to Young, June 9, 1864. Attorney-General's
Department, Correspondence, 1864.
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mven if his request had been granted it is doubbful if he

cbuld have secured either a crew or thé financial backing

to enable him to go on with his task. (28)

| Alfred Waddington was not one to be éasily dissuaded from

a plan which apparently had come to be hisg whole life - in

1May of the fgllowing year he made formal application to the

Seoretafy of State for revision of his case, accompanying his
lettefvwith a copy Qf a petition signed by 1031 citizens of ]
,Victbria,,asking for the re-opening of the Bute Inlet road.(29) |
. The answer to his request was firm and final. The government o ;
ywould agree to no payment of 1ndemn1ty for his work, and would
give no encouragement in an undertaking which had 'led to such
lamentable resultst. (30)

| On Junev7, 1866, after & year of road contracting on L
Vancouverllsland, during which'he managed to collect from the
government the total sum of $260 for his services in packing
Supplies to the ’Sutlej‘ eXpédition Alfred Waddington was
con31gned to the limbo of dlsabp01nued ministers and discarded
'statesmen When he was app01nted Superlntpndent of Edueation

| fbr Vancouver Tsland. (31)

_One last attempt to salvage his project was made by I

- (28) British Colonist, Stories and editorials of Jul" and
August 1864 condemned the plan unconditionally

(?0) Waddingbton to A. 1. Birch, Coloanial ueoretary; May 29,
1865. Attorney-Generals Departmeat Correspondence, 1865.

(30) Birch to Waddington, Dec. 15, 1865. Attorney-Generalss
Department, Correspondence 1865. In the absence of Governor
- Seymour, Lhe Honorable A. Ii. Birch was also acting as

Administrator of the Goverament. ‘

(31) Reid, R. L. -~ Alfred Waddington. During 1866, Wadding-

~ton. contraotea for certain work on the road from Vlctorla to
: uooke Harbor.
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Waddington, whose determination at least must be admired.

In l867 he proposed the construction of a steam traction road
over the route he had surveyed; with the possibility of even-
tually meking it a railroad, but the answer of the government
was flatly in the negative. (32) Alfeady the thought of rail-
road bullding was in thé alr, and the Bute Inlet,route was

apparently no place for a railroad, since it "ran through

nothing and ended howhere™. Today all that remains is a

trail following the Homathco, around the north end of Ghileo

kLake and down the Chilcotin to the Fraser, a trail that is but

-a faint reminder of the commercial highway so long dreamed of

by the scholarly Victoria grocer. (233) The btown of Port
Waddington at the head of Bute Inlet still exists as a
memorial to the memory of this man, who at fifty-seven yvears
of age, a partner in the respected firm of Dulip and Wadding-
(32) W. A. G. Young to Waddington, August 26, 1867.

Attorney-General's Department, Correspondence, 1867,
Waddington proposed to finish fhe road under a 25

»Jear charter, with a land grant of 320 acres per mile of

‘road. ,
(33) The road which waddington hoped to build would
follow the east bank of the Homathco River from Port

J'_Waddington, around Tatlayoko Lake and then strike north

to the shore of Tatla Lake. The btrail followed the south
bank of this lake then eBogssed to the north bank of the

~Chilcotin River. At a point approximately twenty-rfive

miles from the Jjunction of that river with the Fraser,
the trail leaves the Chilcotin and strikes almost due
west, then up that river and across it just south of

Jilliam's Lake.

- {Bee map, Appendix F)




ton, Wholesale Grocers, left the comparatively easy path
which lay before him to follow another course. Least
gsuccessful of all the 1853 pioneers, perhaps because he
was least well-equipped by physique and training;bhe
exemplifies best the gqualities of faith and perseverance

which have made the province of British Columbia.
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CHAPTER VI

THE AMBERICANS-AND: THE OVERLANDERS.

"Thus far we have dealt only with roadébuilding efforts
undertaken by government authority, either directly or by |
means .of a contract embodying toll privileges. But British
Columbla, like every part of Western America, had its rugged
individualists who sought alone or in companies and without
either government assigtance or zuthorization, to pierce the

.winderness which lay between them and thelr goal. 0Ff the
various attempts made to establish communications with the
gold-fields by other than government-authorized agencies, two
conly will be disoﬁssed in this chapter. OCne such prdject had
1ts starting point in territory of the United States; the
other in a~mistaken theory that the mountain barrier east of
’the gold fields might be easier to penetrate than that to the
kwest5 and theat overlanditravel from the settlements albng the
gaskatchewan River would be easy and practicable.

The story of the first of these schemes can easily and
quickly be told,for the efforts to link the Cariboo gold

- fields with American territory on the Padific Céast; had but

a very brief life. It was inevitable that the regulations of
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the governor at Victoria, his efforts to éollect licence‘fegs
aﬁd the obvious desire of the Victoria bfficials and merchants
’tb monopolize the business Qf importation of miners! sﬁpplies,
should all combine to suggeét to American interests the ad-
Visabiiity ?f setting up a port in American territory and
establishing éonnections between that port and the gold fields.

Hven in the early déys of the rush of 1858; some American
minersyhad attempted to reach the Fraser bars by'travelling
overland from the WillZamette settlements. The Victoria
Gazéttekreﬁorted one such expedition; headed by a packer named
Tucker, from Lehama, California,ywho‘ied a large party of men
and aﬁimals from The Dalles on the Columbia to the forks of
‘the Fraser and Thbmpson. On the Journey almost half of the
four hundred animals were lost, and three men were killed ih
engagements with hostile Indiams. (1) |

A more practicable rdute from American territory to the
,Ffaser was early suggested. The ports of Pﬁget Sound were too
far ffom the~gold-bearing bars of the Fraser; the more north-

:érly waters of Bellingham Baykseemediﬁore suitable. The news-

papers of Washington Territory began early to qdvertise the
;neceésity of making that bay the jumping off place for the

miners, land speculators began to buy the land around it, and
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(1) vVictoria Gazette - August 17, 1858.
(2) See page 25 above.
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?? arfived in the bay on the 35th of that month, he found fhe
town of Seahome on the southern shore of the bay and the more
~ambitious town of Whatcom on the high land at the eastern edge.
O0f the latter, Gardiner saild, "there is some talk of incorp-

~orating, it now being four weeks old". (3) on July 29, the

kViotoria Gazétte reported that contracts had been let for the
i fobnstruction of a wharf at the town of Whatcom, and that
driving of piles had already begun. (4)

‘Perhaps even more important to the ‘American miners than
this news concerning the growth of the new town on Bellingham
vBay, was the news in the same issue in the Gazette, that the
survey of the road from Whatcom to the Fraser, would now be
begun. In the oorrespondence column appeared a letter from
w. We Delacy, self-styled engineer and surveyor, who reported
that he had already explored two possiblé’routes for this new
“Bellingham Bay Trail®. ' One route, he suggested, mnight strike‘
north-east to meet the Fraser at the Hudson's Bay post al Fort
~Langley, and then follow the river to Hopevl In view of its
proiimity to the existing bastions of Hudson's Bay Company's

"k(and Governo} Douglagt) authority, this route was hardly £0
vbé considered. The second alternative route travel}ed over-
land to a point known as 'Blackeye's Portage'; where it
connected with the old brigade trail of the ﬁudson's Bay tpaders.

According to DeLacy, the trail was practicable, the distance

(3) Reid, R. L. - ®The Gardiner Letbter®, British Columwbia
Historical guarterly, Oct. 1937, page 245. :

(4) Victoria Gazette, July 29, 1858.
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‘fairly‘Short, the chances of successfully building“a'road 5004, (5)

On the day. that this report wag published, a party of
surveyors left Whatcom to follow iﬁ Delacy's footsteps, with
several would-be contractors numbered in the party. Behind
them they left a Lown Whiohlwas reminiscent of San Francisco
in its ‘heyday. Homes, stores, warehouses and offices were
springing up like mushrooms on all sides. On all sides the
pfdspéctive settler?heard’talk of the future df Whatoom; the.
new ﬁetropolis of the west. (6)

At & publié meeting held in the new town on August 2,
'Governor McMullin of Washington Territory gave the town his
official blessing and expressed the hopé that all loyal
Americans Would‘use this port and the new trail in preference
kto any WhiCh‘would lead them through a;Bfitish port of entry.(7)
Encouraged by the governor's~aﬁtitude; and bylthe faot that Mf.‘

Isaac Stevens, the Territory's representative at Washington

(5) TvVictoria gazette, July 29, 1858. DelLacy was using the

map prepared by A. C. Anderson, which appears in ®Handbood and
lap to the Gold Region of Fraser's and Thompson®s.Rivers®.

Jan Francisco, 1858. The route rfollowed was along the Hooksack
River to its source, east to the Skaglilt River and north along
that valley. After crossing the 49th parallel the trail turned
. east to the 3imilkameen River, north overland through the Wicola
“Valley and across bthe tablelands to the Thompson at Fort Kamloops.
(See map, Appendix F). : ;

(6) A few miles to the north, two other towns appeared, on the
shoreg of Semishmoo Bay, and there, too, was talk of a new city
which was to be the terminus of the trail. John . Titcomb, a
correspondent of the. Gazette, visited Semiahmoo on July 29 and
found town real estate selling briskly. Victoria Gazette,
August 5, 1858.

(7) vVictoria Gazette, August 5, 1858.
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had already secured for the project the support of the Hecret-
ary of State, the townspeople redoubled their activities. By

August 14, a fine wharf extended 1400 feet out across the mud~

‘flats of the bay to deep water. (8)  In the town itself fine

new bridges spanned the many ravines and gullies running down

to the\beach. On the evening of August 17, the sound of guns

on the hill behind Whatcom heralded the news from the trail-

~ builders. The next day the whole town buzzed with the report

that the survey of the road had been oompieted and that the

trail was open. The following day special editions of the

nNorthern Light® announced in headlines the 'Final Completion
of the Bellingham Bay Trailt. In this ?extra' number appeared
a letter from Delacy désoribing the trail from Whatcom to

Blackeye's Porﬁage and thence by way ofkthe brigade trail to

the Thompson River. (9)

For the next few weeks traffic over the trall was heavy,

albthough most of the travellers found that its builders had

~been over-cptimistic. One party of twenty-two men arrived

at the Thompson River after taking eight weeks to cover the

distance., (10) ZREarly in September a public meeting in Whatcom

had subscribed an amount sufficient to improve the' trall as

o eml e me e e = ee s

(8) vVictoria Gazette, August 17, 1858.
(9) Victoria Gazette, August 21 1858,
(10) Howay and Scholefleld - Op 01t -~ Volume 2, page 30,
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far as the head of Chilliwack Lake; (11) but further expend-
itures were not deemed advisable ét ﬁhat late season. The
difficulty of travel increased as winter approached; finally
heavy snows closed dovm all travel.

When spring once more‘made travel over the Bellingham
Béy trail éfbossibility, twio things had happened. In the
firstﬂplace the Frasér River "bubble® seemed to have burst
and more miners were leaving fhe Fraéer than were entering
it.  In the Sécond;place, through the efforts of Governor
Douélas a satisfactory steamboat service was now operating
to provide communication with POTt Dougles and the entran¢e
to the Lillooet road, a road'which, for 1859 and 1860 at
least, was entirelykadequate for all the demand. Theré was , ?
no possibility of linking the Bellingham Bay trail With this ;
Douglas—Lilldoet highway; 1n any event the former trip was ?

too long and too arduous. ‘'Thus', says F. W. Howay, *ended

the much-vaunted Whatcom trall. Grass grew in Whatcom's

streets®. (12)
O0f the attempt to establish a practicable line of

sommunications between the gold fields of Cariboo and the

(11} vVictoria Gazette, September 8, 1858. (Chilliwack appears

as *Chiliwheok!'! 1in this account, which is a reprint of a story

in the *Northern Light* for JSeptember 4, 1853.

(12) Howay and Scholefield. op cit Volume 2, page 30.

Bellingham (as i1t now 1s named) had a population of 800 in 1870, :
so the grass must have been growing in some of the "back streetsB I
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settlements east of thefﬁockies, little remains Lo be told.
Theiexcitement'of the strikes in the Cariboo in 186l,ywhich,
we have already seen, caused so much activity in the colony
itself, had its reverberatlons abroad as well, ‘Newspépers in
New York, ipoontreal, and in London, once more began to sing
the praises éf the new field; once more-a rush started to the
far-west El Dorado. As one result, a company - the British
Columbia Overland Traensit Company - was formed in England for

the purpose of arranging transportation to the Cariboo mines,

‘and its advertisements in British papers announced the chart-

ering of steamships to carry passengers from London to the

port of Quebec. . From that point the company»guaranteed to
carry its clientsrby railWéy Lo St. Paul, viamChicago./ From
st. Paul,the‘passengers Woﬁld be transported by stage coach
or)covered wagon to British'columbia by way of the Red River
Settlements. That thevoompany was Tounded at least on lgnor-

ance, 1T not on fraudulence, becomes apparent when one reads

that this scheme offered "the speedisst, safest and most

economical route to the géld diggings, through a country uh-

equalled for its beauty and the salubrity of its-climaten,(13)
<Early in 1862 the first passengers left Ehglaﬁd. Tfue to

its guarantees, the company transported hundreds of would-be

gold diggers to St. Paul, but when they arrived at that point

(15) Quotations from these advertisements appear in Wade,
M. 8. = ®The Overlanders®™. Iemoir IX of Archives of British
Columbia. TVictoria, 1931.




they found no provision for continuation of their.journey.
Most of them returned to England, where some were successful
in prosecution of the company for fraud. A féw hardy indivi-
duals, however, decided to Jjoin one or other of several ex-

peditions already organized in eastern Canadian or American
towns. ;Individual parties from Tor03to, HMontreal, Queenston
and St. Thomas, and from several towns in northernvNew York
State had‘already arrived in Fort Garry or at Pembina, and
some of the disappoiﬁted English immigfanﬁs travelled north
from St. Paul to Join them.

From Fort Garry the largest of the partles of the ?6ver-

landers®™ set out on June 5 of 1862. The party included one

hundred and thirty-eight men and two women, one of whom was

rs. Margaret LicNaughton who later published her diary of the

journey. (14) The whole expedition was organized into different

parties, each under an elected captain, and each captalin served

on a central committee which drew up rules of travel and dec-

ided upon the route to be followed. Leader of the whole ex-
pedition was Thomas IicMicking of Oueenston.
The route which this party'followed across the prairies

followed clogely the path taken by smaller partles which had

e

Q McNaughton, Margaret - ®Overland to Cariboo®, An
Lventful Journey to the Gold Fields in 186&. The account
of the overland expeditions in Howay and 3Scholefield, op

- cit pp. 137 - 140 is drawn largely from this source.
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,madé the crossing in 1859. (15) From Fort Garry the trek led
;to the South Saskatchewan and along the bank of that stream.
Wading the smaller streams which fed that river, bridging
those too deep to wade, the gold-seekers struggled on, Edmon-
ton was reached on July 21, and there the expedition Was re-
finforced by fﬁrther recruits, including another woman and her
“three children.

At Zdmonton the Red River carts which had so far trans-
portéd the overlanders, were abandoned, supplies were packed
,upoﬁ the backs of the horses and mules, and the expedition
istruok north to the bank of the Athabasca River. TFollowlng
that stream west the party reached Téte Jaune Cache on August
26. Tood supplies Were by this time almdst exhausted; and
the morale of the party was at a low ebb. ‘After crossing
through the pass; the main body continued down‘the Fraser Dby
‘raft, but a smaller group was sent overland with those horses
which had not been slaughtered, to strike the Thompson River.
Both parties suffered incredible hardships and'many casualties.
That which came down the Fraser madeﬁfhis last stage of thelr
kjourney on ciumsy rafts fitted with rowlocks and long sweeps,
,With!which these craft were steered fhrough canyohsxand oﬁer
the turbulent rapids of the Upper Fraser. Eventually, on

September 11, they reached the town of Quesnelmouth. The men e
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(15) One group, including Charles Cooney and Sam and John
lloore had reached Fort Colville on the Columbia in July 1859.
Another group in the same year included John Jessop, later
- %o become Superintendent of Schools for British Columbia.
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who had struck overland from T8te Jaune Cache to the North
Thompson River also reached their destination; but their
experiences were no less arduous. Two of their number were
drowned in the rapids of the Thom@son and the party was prac-
tically Wlthout food when it finally arrived at Kamloops.

The exoerlences of the McMicking expedltlon were such as

+to daunt the spirits of any who might essay to follow. Smaller
- groups which had set out on the heels of this advance party

also reached their destination (16) but all had the same ex-

Deriences to relate. (ne such Smail party lost all of 1ts

Vsupplles in the Grand Canyon north of Prlnce George, and three
~of its five members died of exposure and starvation. (17) A1l
~had the same sort of story to tell when they finally reached

the gold filelds; it is falrly indicative of thelr experience

that none chose to return to Zastern Canada by the route over

which they had come. Until the rallways cut their steel path-

~ ways through the Rockies and downn the gorges of the Fraser and

17Thompson‘rivers the only practicable approach to Brltlsh

(16) Notably that of Viscount Iviil‘ton and Dr. W. D. Cheadle

who made the crossing through the Tete Jaune Cache and down
the Thompson in 1863. Thelr work, ®Northwest Passage by Land®
gives a graphic description of the difficulties of the over-

“land route to the Cariboo.

(17) Milton, Viscount and Cheadle, Dr. W. D. - RNorthwest
Passage® pages 280-28l. This party apparently met a gruesome
fate, if the stories which Milton and Cheadle heard, were at
all true. The account of their privations even includes a

hint of cannibalism.:
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golumbia remained the long sea-route around the Horn to the

rnew cities on the Pacific coast.

Vi
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CHAPTER VII

THE TRAFFIC ON TUV ROAD.

No acéoﬁnt of the roads in and to the Cariboo gold nines !
-would be complete without a brief account of the traffic over?
those roads. The roads were built for the niners; they also‘
served the purposeé of the hundreds of merchants, packers, |
express companies and all others engaged in catering to the
| néeds‘of those miners. 7Vast quantities of goods of all kinds,
from pilanocs to pins and even including bales of hay, cane
from San Francisco to Victoria or New Westminster, from those

ports by river steamer to Port Douglas or Hope and thence to

the Cariboo mines. (1) Although Victoria continued to be an

important port of entry}for these goods the new town of Hew
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(1) Whereas total exports from San Francisco To Vancouver
‘Island in 1856 totaled 323,000, the value of exports from
that city to the new Brltlsh terflt@ry in 1858 amounted to
~over $1,500,000, more than the value of shipments to any
other port, .even'lpcluding New York. Pemberton, J. D.,
"Pacts and Tigures Relating to Vancouver Island and British
Columbla“ -London 1860, page ©69. :
' - In 1861 according to Mathew llacflie, the total value of
imports into Victoria was $2,018,484 Of these goods more
than one-half (value $1,153,413) came from San Francisco. ;
In 1862, out of total imports of 53,550,842 value, 32,389,861 .
worth of supplies came from the California city.
‘Macfie, Mathew.- op cit - page 109.
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Westminster, even before its incorporation on July 16, 1860 (2)
began to share to an increasing extent in the lucrative busin-
ess of shipping to the gold-fields.

When the town was first laid out by the Royal Engineers, (3)

high hopes were held by 1ts early residents, but in its Pirst

&

few years of érowth the Ttown resembled more an American frontier
town than the well-planned model city for which the worthy
Seppers had laid the foundatious. Ink1862 it was still popul-
arly known as 'Stumpvillet; the inns and public houses were
still dirty and uncomfortable and the traveller who stopped
overnight might complain of the noises outside as returning
miners celebrated on the streets all night. (4)

To asslst in the profitable business of transporting the f
flood of miners' supplies which arrived at New Westminster i
, ;

or Yale, many express companies soon came into being. First

i

P e

(2) Proclamation by Governor Douglas, British Colonist,

July 19, 1860. ' ‘ ’ R

(3) See Appendix B, & copy of a map showing some of the
ambitious projects of the Zngineers.® This map was glven to
K. C. Magowan of Iiew Westminster by Joseph Armstrong, whose
father told him 1t was Royal Bnglneers' nmap.

(4) Jomnsonm, R. B., %¥Very Far West Indeed", and Duthie, Rev.
D. W. = "4 Bishop in the Rough®™ both contain eloquent descrip-
‘tions of.the Royal City. Stories of the 3aturday night horse-
races on what is now Columbia Street were told to the writer
by Frank Barber, whose father operated a saloon in llew West-
minster during the 1860%'s.



-Nelson, the British Columbia and Victoria Hxpress, which in

turn connected at Victoria with the famous Wells-Fargo
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-among them was that of the famous Billy Ballou, (5) who est-

eblished his service between Victofia and the Fraser river
diggings in June, 1858.  Soon after Kent and Smith®s Express
was“established, and on the newly opened Douglas—Lillooet
traill Messre. Lindhart and Bernard began 0 operate. Tor the

-

first few years, however, Ballout's Ixpress remalned the chief

" -1link between the miners and the outside world, and the agency

upon which they depended for parcel service, for newspapers
and letters, and by means of which they sent their treasure
out of the country.

In 1860 Frank J. Barnard entered the field as a compet- 4

1
i

~itor of Ballou's, operating from Yale to the Cariboo mines.

His first trip was made on foot through the canyon, carrying

his express in a pack on his back. For transporting a letter

“to Cariboo, Barnard's fee was two dollars, and for newspapers/

one dollar apiece. In 1862 he established a pony express

petween Yale and Barkerv1lle and completed arrangements for a§

" comnechion of his service with that of the firm of Dietz and ‘

= m em e am e sw . ea  wm e

~{5) " Billy Ballou had been an expressman in California before

coming to British Columbia. For a brief period his express
service enjoyed a virtual monopoly of traffic in the canyon’
and over the Hope-Similkameen trail to the Rock Creeck mines.
When he retired from business in Ocltober of 1862, he had left,
according to one hluuorlan, only %an empty purse and a broken

constitution®.

Howay and Scholefield, op cit - page 129, ,
Stories of Billy Ballou, particularly of his generosity
are told by many of the chroniclers of gold rush days. (Zg.

Yalkem, W. W. "Stories of Barly British Columbia®.
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Company. (6)

Iﬁ thaé gsame year of 1862, Barnard secured the govern-
ment contract to carry the mail into the gold fields as far
as William's Lake, and by thus successfully under-bidding
Ballou's Ekﬁress, practically forced the latter firm oub of'
ibusineés. AA% the wagon roads were built; from Yale to Clintoﬁ
and from Lillooet to Soda Creek, Barnard's Express continued§
Yo grow. 'In 1863 express wagons went inﬁo servioe; and in |
The Tollowing year the first stage coach went on the road.

An advertisement in the British Columbian in May, 1864 (7)
describes the express service then available, - by coach from
Yale to Soda Creék to connect with the stern wheel steamer

- 'Interprise? for‘the remainder of the Jjourney to Quesnel.
The coaches in use were fine, six-horse, fourteen passenger (
carriages, drawn by fresh,relays of horses every twelﬁe or |
thirteen miles. ZHach was equipped with a burglar-proof safe;
andieqch carried, in addition to the driver, a well-armed
agent of the company.

For many years Barnard!s Bxpress, later known as the
British Cclﬁmbia‘Express, and popularly as the B. X., éper—

ated the famouskCariboo coachesf ‘With such well-known whips

as Steve Tingley and Billy Humphreys at the reins, the trip 3

: o ; !
from Yale to Soda Creek could be made usually in about four

days. On occasion of emergency this time could be cut to two

e s ma omm e s e e e ol

(6) Advertisements in British Columbian, Tebruary.24, 1864,
(7) British Columbian, May 4, 1864.
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days, and once the down trip was completed in the almost in-

credible time of thirty hours for thé three-hundred and eighty
miles. (8)

Wiﬁh‘the-successful eStablishment of the twice-weekly
~ stagecoach gervicg to Soda Creek from.Yale; passengér and
express service was more than adequate. For the more prosaioi
“tasgk of hauling supplies into the cariboo; gcores of [irms
’of packers offered their services. Untii 1864 the Watson
Brothers and John MacDonald, among others, were transporting
zoods to Clinton over the Harrison Road at a cost of twenty
cents per pound of merchandise, to which must be added the
toll paid at Lillooet. With the completion of the highway
from Yale to Sodé Creek, scores of firms began o opefate on

on that road. Where mule trains formerly had toiled, fine g
freight wagons now clattered along. Dustan and Jerrold, John |

garrager, Rdwards and Company and D. D. Duhlg were advertising

(8) Howay and Scholefield, op. cit. - page 131.

To the miners waiting for their precious mail, the BX
was viewed in a different light. James Anderson, uhe poet of
the Cariboo,mentions the Express on two occasions. In February,
1864 he wrltes to his friend, 3awney,

Your letter cam by the Express

Bight shillints carriage - naeuhln’ less, -

_Youtll think thig awfu' - *'tils, nae doot -

(A dram's twa shillints here-aboot);

TI'm sure 1f Tamie Ha' - the buddy,

Was here wi' hls three-legged cuddy

He hauls ahint him wit' a tether,

_ Hetd beat the Express, faith, a* thegither.
To;speak o'f in the truest way .
'Tig Barnardts Cariboo Delay.
In June, 1868, however, Anderson makes a concession,
" Ybur 1etters, oawney, are a boon S
And postage now is less
And Barnard!'s Caribou 'Delay?
© Can fairly claim Express. »

Savnev!'s Letters, Or Cariboo Rbymes by James Anderson, Photostat
copies in lerary, University of Brltish.Columbia, Vancouver,B.C.
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once sent;to Douglas. Although the camels could carry a :

s
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in Victoria papers their fécilities for the transport of
freight to the Cariboo mines. (9) Though their chargés were
only little less than those of the older Tirms, hauling over
the older route by the lakes, and although tolls must be paid
on the road and over the bridges at Spuézum and at Spence's
Bridge, (ld)anevertheless these packers were able to guaréntee
shippefs against loss or delay., and could always deliver goods
in approximately half the time involved in shipment through
Port-Douglas. For fhat reason, the lion's share of the traffio
wag routed through Yale. For years the high, covered freightg
Wégons, hauled by eight - ten’~ or twelve-mule teams were a f
familiar sight on the Cariboo Highway. j

One can hardly conclude even a brief account of the roads
into the Cariboo without at least mentioning two rather
bizarre expériments in transportation which were made on
British Columbia's roads. In May of 1862, Frank Laumeister,
packer and merchant of New.Westminster, imported into the
colony a ®string® of twenty-one camels, (11) which were at

|
i

burden atb least twice as great as that of a mule, and although

" the operators had practically no forage problem,-there were |

other difficulties. The rocky tralls between Douglas and

P T S —

(9) Advertisements in British Colonist and British Columblan,
April 1864 and following.

(10) See Chapter IV above.

(11) British Columbian. Issues of lMay, 1862. As would be
expected, this was an event of tremendous interest in New
Westminster, ‘
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Lillooet were too much for the soft feet of the camels; in
addition the unfamiliar odor of the strange beasts wrousht .

havoc in every mule-or horse-train which they happened to

: . o
- meet. After one seasons trial the camels were disposed of

by their owners. (12)
In 1864 another experiment in transportation was begun
when R. C. Janion, W. L. Green, Ilenry Rhodes and Joseph

Trubtch secured a charter to introduce steam tractlon engines

on ﬁhe‘roads'bf the colony. (13) The original company was
vyunable to fulfil the terms of the charter and its rights were
»ibought in 1870 by P. J. Barnard and J. C. Beedy of Van Winkle.
- Witk the energy characteristic of the senlor partner in this
rirm, (14) the égheme was pushed to a conclusion, the traction

engines imported from Scotland, and one went into service from

vale., TIts first trip was its last; machine repalrs were toog
costly, and in any event the mules and horses already in i

service could haul goods more quickly and more cheaply. JSome

‘of the englines found service ag stationary engines in the

colony; the rest were sent back to'their manufacturers. It

“ig interesting to note that Alfred Waddington also dreamed of

traction engines on his Bute Inlet road and applied in

e e mm e e e oam e e

(12) A Tew were turned loose in the country behind the
present cilty of Kamloops, and some of them at least,
were still alive forty years later.

(13) Prospectus of the company was issued January 1865.
Copy is in Public Archives of Brltlsh Columbla,

(14) = See page 100 above.



February of 1867 for permission to complete the road for that

purpose. (15)

The most precious cargo which either the express compan-

- !

ies or the freight men could handle, was of course, the gold
shipment from the mines. In the early rush, the task of
getting their gold out of the country had to be undertaken byz
the miners thémselves, but in many cases the precious dust
was'intruSted to Ballou or to Barnard for safe delivery at
‘Victoria. Aven Governor Douglas himsélf geemed Lo feel that
if the flow of gold from the interior should reach high pro-
portions, a more satisfactory method of ensuring safe delivery
- of the treasure would have to be found, for the resources of
the express companies were not'éufficient either to insure the
shipper against loss, or to take adequate measures bto prevent
that loss. Consequently the Governor, sought authorization
from the Sécretary of State to establish a ®gold escort®., By
the time he had received the autlorlzatlon tLe niners them-
selves were leaving the country, and the ascort, even 1T
‘Doug}as had been able to find the right men to operate it, was

no longer necessary. (16)

P T e

(13) His application and the letbter rejecting his proposal
are in Lands and Works Department - Correspondence, 1867.
See page 85 above.

(18) Douglas to Bulwer Lytton, Despatches to London
October 11, 1858.
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The strike in the Rock Creek and Similkameen country in
the summer of 1860 once more brought to the fore the question
of a government gold escort. In August of that year; ﬁallou's
express on one trip brought out to Hope; $50;OOO in gold dust
from that pegion. (17) In that sane year‘the strike at
Keithley Creek Waskreported and -in the spring of 1861, with
the strikes at William's Creek and Antler Creek, the real rush
was on. | |

‘In July of 1861, Governor Douglas howed Lo the demandland
estéblished the official gold escort, by means of which the
- _government undertook the transport of gold. From Quesnel,
gold would be shipped to New Westminster at the rate of 1
shilling per ounce, or from Williesm's Lake for 10 d. per ounce.
grom Lillooet the charge was 6 d., and from Douglas 3 d. At
New Westminster the government:agreed to hold the treasure'in
séfekeeping for a further charge of 3 d. per ounce of gold.(l8)

In many ways this arrangement seemed highly satisfaotoryk
~to the miners; éertéinly the charges were not excesslve. Butb
in the all-importent matter of guéragteéing safe delivery; and
insuring thershipper against loss, the governor would make no

committment. As a result, although the escort was established,

and mede its first trip in August 1861, (19) it was never

popular with the miners. Lacking the guarantee of insurance,

(17) British Colonist, August 7, 1860.

(18) Announcement in British Columbian, July 25, 1861.

(L9) British Columbian - Issues of July, August and September
1861, :
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the miners still preferred to hoard their gold and bring it
out themselves, or send it by the express companies. Several
moré trips were made by the escort, but in all only about
$50,000 in dust was brought out. The esgcort corps must have
presented a‘handsome sight on the road; Wellfmounted; well-~

armed and smartly-uniformed, they rode surrounding the light

- carts on which were placed the heavy iron-bound chests for

the treasure. (20) Thomas Elwyn, ex-justice of the colony,
was the commend of the troop, with CGeorge Hankin as his
seéond~in~command. The whole enterprise, it 1s reported,
cost the government some $30,000 and the total Tevenue was
perhaps $300. (21)

No escort opérated in 1862, as was perhaps to be expected.
Possibly as a result, several brutal attacks were made on
miﬁers leaving the Cariboo with large sacks of dust. Three
miners with a "poke™ of ' £#12,000 were murdered in July Just
below Williams;s Lake; and just a few weeks later‘a Wells~
pargo agent was killed and robbed a day's journey out of

P

Once more the need for a gold escort became apparent,

- at least vo the authorities of the colony, and once more the

corps was sent out on the roads. In June of 1863 Thomas

Blwyn again led out his men. This time the rates charged

So e e e el sy ke ee e ew

(20) British Columbian, Issues already noted.
(21) Howay and Scholefield, op cit - page 136.
(22) Duthie, op cit. The Rev. Dr. Sheepshanks was aghast at
the  summary conviction and execution, on very flimsy evidence,
of the two men charged with this latter crime. ' .

Iy
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were consgiderably higher, but once again the government re-
fused to accept responsibility for loss. Once again the route
followed was tThe Dpuglas~Lillooet road; once again the ser-
vice was so much slower than that offered by the express
companies that this time as before, the miners‘refused to

» .

patronize tﬁe escort. In fact, even the manager of liacDonald?s
Bank at William's Creek refused to ship his deposiﬁs by the »
gold escort. (£3) On its first trip in June the escort brought
out some $40,000 in gold; at the same time Barnard's #Express
brbught out at least twice that sum. Individuels with large

quantities of the precious metal still preferred to guard it

themselves rather than trust it to an agency which would not

guarantee its safety. Finally, at the end of the Season,

when the balance of the enterprise was struck, it was found

‘that the escort had cost the colony some {60,000, with a

total revenue of but %9;000. The authorities at Ifew Westmin-
ster and Victorialhad the good sense not to persist in this
costly expériment and the handsome yniforms of the gold escort
vanished from the roads of British Columbia.

Much has been written of the fabulous amounts of gold
brought out of the interior by this and other agencies; the
true Tigures will of course never be known. 4 miner returning
with his sack of dust was quite naturally reticent about the

- e e e G e cm e e e m

(23) British Columbian, July 29, 1863.
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"value~of his pack. {(24) Various estimates however haveVbeen
made. According to Aléxander C. Anderson, the Wells-Fargo
offices in Victoria handled for export, in the five yéars

- from 1858 to 1862, a total sum of @6;656,486 in gold. (25)
1863 was the peak year, the following three years probably
Showed amoﬁnfs only a little less. NMathew Macfie found that in
the.séme period, Wells-Fargo, Macdonald and Cowmpany, the Bank
of British Columbia, the Bank of British North America, the
- Hudson's Bay Company~and other agencies, exported from the |
~colony, gold to the total value of $10,200,183, while he est-
';imated that at least another %5;000;000 was taken out private-
1y by successful miners. (26)' The offioial figure for the
year of 1863 was 53 915 563, although unofficial sources have
put the flgure as high as $6,000,000. (27)- This much at least

is known; a mort of treasure came down- the Cariboo roads.

- e e e mm mm e e e o

- (84) The refreshments in the mile-houses along the way,
loosened the tongues of some, with disastrous results. Liany
managed to carry thelr dust safely as far as Victoria, only
“to fall into the snares and pitfalls of that wicked city.-
(25) The figures were supplied to him by Mr. . Garesche,

- company agent at Victoria. The tabulated sums were

1858 4 = - = m = = = = o e - 5 '337,760.
1859 = = = = = = 4 = = - - = - %15211,559.
1860 = = = = = = = = = - - - ;jl 303,329. °
18BL = = = = = = = - = — - - - “‘l 636 870.
1882 = = = = = = = = = = -~ - = %8, 167 185

Anderson, A. C. = ®History of the Northwest Coast¥®, Appendix F.
Typed copy of original essay in Archives of British Columbia.
(26) Macfie, M. = op cit - page 109.

(27) Howay and Scholefield, op cit, page 1ll6.
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0f the many picturesque individuals who shaled in that
treasure and of the countless luckless ones who did not, a
separate story should be told. The foundations of British
Columbiats history were laid by the men of the Cariboo; and
they lived its most romantic chapter; Many of them altho! j
fdrawn to Brlulsh Columbia by the lure of gold, stayed in the 5
colony to become wealthy by other means. Some amassed fortune@

b
|
|

and qﬁickly lost them; some laid the foundations for the Otherz
industries upen which ﬁhe’provinoe now depends. Some became |
the first farmers; William Ladner, for example, who served
-as a packer during the period of the gold rush, then returned }
to take up broad acres of the lush delta land at the mouth of
~the Fraser which he had noted even on his first trip to the
river. Like him was Charles Augustus Semlin, who gave up
keschool teaching in New England to join the rush in '62, and
after three years in the Cariboo, returned to the fertile

Buonaparte Valley, took land there and became Rthe Lalrd of

-

Cache Creek®.

Somewhet similar was,the(étory éf Tonl Cﬁnﬂingham.
Arriving in'Viotoria in July 1859, he wag soon on his way to
“the upper country. From Port Douglas to Antler éreek he

‘walked that fall, with a ninety pound pack on his back. (28)

o = awe  em  em  em wm e e e me  ae

(28) The contents of his pack he sold in the Cariboo at a
handsome profit. Residents of New Westminster who remembered
‘him and his son James, claimed that the cash proceeds of that
sale were SulWl in the family possession.
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Failing ©To make his fortune at ﬁhe mines, young Cunningham
returned to the city of New Westminster and from then until
his déath his name is closely identirfied with the development
‘of that city. There he féunded the hardware business which
still beaqs.his name, became a holder of extensivé real-estate,
established the Pelham Gardens Ffor the culture df frult and
wes one of the founders of the Royal Agricultural and Indust-
rial Sooiety,

Many were less fortunate than those; John Jessop, for
.exémple,vwhovcame overland from.Fortharry in 1€59, and be-
came in quick succeséion, miner,'packer, clerk, typesetter,
publisher,:school teacher and Superinbendent of Schools for
_ the province. In 1868, friends in Victoria had to arrange a
benefit circus perfbrmance for him. MNore spectacular is the
story of the fortunes of "Cariboo® Cameron, who was reported
fo‘have made $300,000 from his oléims, and who retired from
the Cariboo in 1863. In 1888 "Cariboo® Cameron wag back atb
the mines, destitute. (29) Lore rapidmwas the rise and fall
~ of the lucky sbtar of the famous Biliy Barker, who made and
spent the largest share in a mine which yielded $609,000. In
1866, when the mine closed down he Was throke® énﬁ/a public'
subgscription was taken to send him out. In lé94 he died in

the 01ld Men's Home at Victoria. (30)

~.

(29) 1Not so his partner Robert Stevenson, who invested his
wealbth in Chilliwack real estate. (Walkem W. W. - "3Stories of
Barly British Columbia®),. ‘

(30) ILebourdais, Louis - "Billy Barker of Barkerville®,
British Columbia Hisbtorical Guarterly. dJuly 1937.
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More romantic was the story of Joanna liaguire, an Irish-
woman of bad habits and irascible disposition who was one of
Yale's many problem.oases, The legends about here were num-
' eroué, amdng them one that she was the lost daughter of Dan
O’Connell; "the Great Liberator®. (31)

Perhapé, instead of Writiné of these comparatively well-
known‘individuals, a story could be made of the high spirit
and dangérous deeds of the thousands of less famous men and
womén who travelled the road to the gold fields, met varyling
foftﬁne and lived their lives in comparative obscurity. All
had ébntributed to a story so full of romance, so rich in
hﬁman interest, that 1t should be told again and yet again -
the storj of the "many weary miles on the road to Cariboo®.

T N S

- (31) Higgins, D. W., ®The Mystic Spring®. Toronto 1904.
- Walkem, W. W., op cit.. , . v
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APPENDICES

Appendix A - - - - - Table of diétanceg from Victoria on the
Harrison roubte to Lillooet, as published in the Victoria
kGaze%té for September 29, 1858. Camparative distances
bn otherkroads. |

Appendix B - - - - = Lists of prioeskof common articles in the
Cariboo,»at éeveral times during the gold rush.

Appendix C ————— Sample of loan announoement; dated July

| 20, 1860 and appearing in the British Colomist on

‘ following dates.

Appendix D - -~ = - = Copy of contract belween Richard Clement
oody R.-E., Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works; and
Gustaﬁus Blin Wright? for the construction of a road be=
tween Lillooet and Aléxandria, dated Ifarch 24, 1862.

Abpendix E- - - - - Map of early New Westminster, from orig-
inal in possession of Iirs. X. C. liagowan of New West-
minster, British Columbia. ¢

Appendix P m = = - - Map of British Columbia with roads and

trails shown in ink.



APPENDIX A

TABLE OF DISTANCEHES

I. On the Harrison-Douglas route, as reported in the Victoria

Gazette, September 29, 1858.

Victoria to%Sandheads ' : 65 miles
gandheads to Langley 35 miles
Langiey to Harrison River 30
Harrison River 10 ®
Harrison Lake 40 @

;Ainsworth'Inlet to Pt. Douglas 2%-@

Total mileage by boat _ 182% miles

Port Douglas to Lillooet Lake 38 w

Lillooet Lake 20 w

Pemberton to Anderson Lake 30 w

Anderson Lake : 19 =

Portage to Seton Lake 1% "

’ Seton Leke 21, "

Sétonfiakefto Lillooetl 3
Total mileage by the lakes ) \152% miles

Total distance , ‘ 315 miles.
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2. On the Harrison-Douglas route, as on government maps today.

FProm Port Douglas
% Tenass Lake

t  Port Peumberton

" Andergdn
a Wapping
L Flushing

#  Seton

to

n
@
"

w

FLA

T

Tenass Lake
Port Pewmberton
Anderson
Wapping
Flushing

Seton

Lillooet

Totel distance

33 3/4 miles.

13 s
24 3/4 w
15 w
16 "

4 n

108 miles.

Road covered a distance of 108 miles, crossing en route

sixty-two bridges of from twelve to eighty feelt in length.

3, On the Cariboo Highway.

Yale
Spuzzum

RBoston Rar

Lytton

Spencets Bridge

Clinton

Alexandria -

Quesnel

4

<o

to
be]
v
B

<4

7

n

w

Spuzzum

Boston Bar
Lytton
Spencets Bridge

Clinton

- Alexandria

Quesnel

Barkerville

12 miles

12 i d
29
20 =
5'7 ﬁ
160 *
35 @
43

7Ranald MacDonaldt's trail (Bella Coola to William's Lake

- - - 275 miles.

5, Waddingtont's trail (Bute Inlet to Willlam's Lake - 234 miles.
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In view of the fact that the high prices of supplies was
in moSt cases the reason for the road-building éctivity in
British Columbia, and that this fact had been stressed at
kéeverai\points‘in this account of Ccariboo roads, a few prices
‘. are here set down.

(1) Iﬁ June of 1858, the following prices were being
~¢harged at Sailor's Bar, some twenty-five mlles above Hope

on the Fraser.

FLOUT = = = = - = - = - = $1,00 per pound.
dugar - - = = = = = = = - $2.00 per pound.
Bacon - - = - = - - -~ = - 31,00 per pound.
Teg = = = = = = = = = - =~ $4.00 per pound.

4 minerts pick sold fof $6.00 and a rocker iron fetched

_@30.00. (A rocker iron was a piece of cast metal usually

ébme 20 ihches by 18 inches, perforated with % inch holes;
»Which'the miner installed at the bottom of his sluice box.
The iron cost 2 shillings in ZEngland, and $2.50 at San
Francisco). These prices were reported by Kinshan Cornwallis
iﬁ ﬁis work "The New El Dorado, or British Columbié". The
| "Times® correspondent, Donald Fraser, reported the Same prices,

;Which are quoted in-Hazlitt, W. C., ¥British Columbia and

Vancouver Island®,
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(2) In the winter of 1858 - 1859, the following prices

were Charged at Bridge River

Flour - - - ~ = - - = e & .50 per pound
Bacon ~ - = = = = = = - - - - -3 5 m w
Bubtter - - - - - = « - - - = - $‘l.25: w
plankets - - - - - AR #25.00 " pair.

The lower prices and the fact that such é luxury as

butter could now be obtained was probably due to the fact that

steamboats were by this time making fairly regular trips to

Hope and evén sometimes to Yale. Thése prices are given by
the Victoria Gazette for December 21; 1858,

(3) When the strikes were made in the Cariboo country
in 1862 and the costs of the added packing also paid; prices
rose to an even higher level. At William's Creek in 1862; the
following prices were being obtained (wheﬁ the goodg could be

obtained at all).

Flour - - e - - % 2.00 per pound.
BULtEr = - ~ = = = = = = = - & 5,00 per pound.
Matches = = = = = = = = - - - % 1.50 per box.

Potatoes - = = = = = = = - - $115.00 per cwb., bub
| o rarely obtainable.

Nails = = = = = = = = = = = = % 5.00 per pound..

These prices are given by various correspondents whose

letters were published in the 'British Colonist' in issues of

1862.
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" (4) It is interesting to compare these prices with
 those Chafged by mefchants in Washington Territory. Gold was
discovered in the Walla Wélla district in the winter of 1861-
1862 and a minor rush ensued. 1In February of 1862; the

following prices were charged at Florence.

Flour - = = = = = = = - = - $ 1.00 per pound.
Bacon - = = = = - = — - - = 51,285 ® @

" gutter e e 53,00 » o®
Sugar - - - = - = - = = - 51,85 n @
TEa = = = % = o~ o = o - - 3 2.50 n =®
GUMbOOtS = - - = = = - = - 330,00 ® pair.

These prices are gilven in Giibert, F;, "Iistoric Sketches
of Walla Walla; Whitman, Columbia and Garfield Counties®,
page 227.

(5) Affer the completion of the highway through the

canyon, thé‘following prices prevailed in the Cariboo in 1863

and 1864.

Flour R R & .34 to $.35 per pound.
| Baoonj; R 3 .50 to$ .75 per pound.
CBUbter - - - - = = = - = - 51.25 per pound./l\

qugar - = - = - - = - = - $ .50 to § .60 per pound.

Tea = = = = = = = = = = = $1.00 to $1.50 per pound.

These prices are gquoted in Howay and Scholefield, op cit

page 111.
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APPENDIX C.
SAMPLE OF LOAN ANNOUNCEMENT
FUBLIC NOTICE
GOVIERNMENT LOAWN
It being intended to obtain a Loan in ald of Revenue for
the prosecution of ?ublio Works of acknowledged public utility,
and to the amount in the present year, of£25,000; £5,000 being
required on the 25th‘of August next, and £5,000 monthly after-
wards.
To be repaid by the Government

Class 1 -£1,000 on the 30th of June 1861.

W 2 - 1,500 on the Blst of Dec. 1861l.
" 3 - 2,000 on the 30%h of June 1862.
"4 - 2,500 on_the 3lst of Dec. 1862.
" 5 - 3,000 on the B0th of June 1863.
"G - 4;609 on the Blst of Dec. 1863.

L ~55,006 on the 30th of June 1864.
"8 - G,OOO on the 31st of Dec. 1864.
"Tendefs are invited for eithef’the whole or any part of
said loan 6ruapplication for ahy nqmber (howeve; small) of
debentures in either class; partiés to name thelr offers -
undér either or both of the following conditions -~ each
"debenture belng for£50.
1. Supposing %hat~the Debentﬁres shall bear interest at

the rate of 6 per cent per annum, payable half-yearly, on
‘successive 3lsts December and 30ths June. Tenderer to state

WHAT CASH he will give (and at which of the dates proposed by
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the Government for recelving money) for each £100 worth of

Debentures.

2. Supposing Tender to give par,rbr £100 cash for each
100 worth of Debentures; Tenderer to state WHAT RATE OF
INTEREST (ﬁéyable to him half=yearly) he is prepared to
accept fbrkeaoh sald £100.
Terms to be stated under each class offered in.
' Tenderé (in writing) will be received by me; up to noon
Qn‘the 15th of August next.

Treasury of British Columbia, July 20, 1860.

W. Driscoll Gosset,'

Tregasurer.

*Public Notice in British Colonist?®

July 31, 1860 and following issues.

4




APPEINDIX D.

COPY

W. Capel lorrison, Attorney General lfarch 24,1862,

Memorandum of agreemenﬁ made this 24th day bf maroh; one
thousand eight hundred and sixty two. .
Between Richard Clement Lioody, Colonel in the Royal Ingineers
and Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for British Columbia;
Aetiﬁg bn behalf of the GoVerhment of British Columbia of the

first part and Gustavus Blin Wright of Douglas in British

Columbia aforesaid of the other part:

Whereas the said Gustavus Blin Wright hath applied to the
Government of British Coluwmbia to grant him the privilege of

meking a waggon road from .a point on Fraser River {mmediately

opposite the town of Lillooet in British Columbia aforesaid,

to the Fraser River at Alexandria in the same colony during
the period of oae.year from the date herecf; And hath also
applied for license and aﬁthority to ralse and levy a toll of

one halfpénny per pound avoirdupols upon all goods carried

on -or along any part of the said road, other than goods and

chattels carried across the said road or belonging to or used

in the service of the sald Government; And a toll of one*

shilling per head on all cattle of all déscriptions not be-
longing to or used in the service of the Govermment; and
passing or carried along, (but not across) any part of the

* Originally two shillinge per head. Amended and initialed
by R. C. Moody.
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gsaid road for a term of five years from the due oompletion in
manner hereinafter mentioned of the said road or other earlier:
period as hereinafter prescribed; |
And whereas the sald Govermment hath agreed to grant the said
privileges upon the terms and conditions hereinafter more
particularly;expressed.‘

Now these presents witness that the said Richard Clement Moody;
acting on behalfl of the Government of British Columbia in con-
sideration of the agreement hereinafter on the part of the
said Gustavus Blin Wright contained hereby agrees as follows;
First - That after the exact termini and general direction of
the road have been fixed by and to the satisfaction and in
manner hereinaftér appearing and security satisfactory to the
Séidlgovernment given fdr the due execution and completion

thereof as hereinafter prescribed, the said Gustavus Blin

Wright, his executors, administrators and assigns, shall have,

possess and enjoy during the period of one year from the date

hereof, full power and authority to construct and make a good

“and substantial waggon road of the uniform width, for the

whole length, within the time in the manner according to the

- specifications and subject as herelnafter more pérticularly

mentioned, commencing from the sald point‘on the Fraser River
opposite Lillooet to the other point on the Frasef River at
Alexandria, the exact positions of which points shall be
Tixed by the said Chief Commissioner of ILands and Works as
hereinafter mentioned. |

Upon the completion of the said waggon road or the first fiftyb
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miles thereof, within the time, in the manner and to the sat-
isfaction hereinafter mentioned with respect to the same res-

peotively, the Governor for the time being of British Columbia,

in the name of the Queen and by all other and proper means and

- forms shall and will grant unto the said Gustavus Blin Wright,

hisVexecutoré, administrators and assigns, a Charter or Grant
giving power and authority, from the due completion of whole
of the said waggon road or other portion tTthereof asgs herein-
after mentioned in>ﬁ;nper aforesaid for and during the term of

five yeaTSfﬁéxt ensuing after such total or partial completion

" as aforesaid, to ask, demand, sue for, receive and recover by

way of toll from all ﬁersons whatsoever the sums following
(that is to say) For every pound avoirdupois of goods, merch-

;ﬁdise,'stores,Aproductions, and chattels other than those be-

- longing to“or employed in the service of the Government, taken

or carried along (but not across) the said road or any part
thereof the sum of one halfpenny sterling; And for every head

of cattle passing on or along (but not across) any part of the

'said road the sum of one shilling sterling; Such tolls not to

be demandable on goods, chattels or cattle simply carried or

‘passing across any part of such road or belonging to or employé

ed in the service of the Goverument.

Upbn Condition however, that the said Gustavus Blin Wright,

his executors, administrators and assigns, shall and will well

and sufficiently perform all and singular the stipulations on

his and their part hereinafter mentioned and in such Charter or

Grant to be contained. And the said Gustavus Blin Wright doth
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’approval of the same.

124,

hereby for himself, his heirs, executors, administrators and
assigns covenant and agree with the said Richard Clement licody

and his Successors in office that the sald Gustavus Blin Wright,

‘his heirs, executors, administrators and assigns will irmedi-

ately after the execution hereof proceed to lay out the line
of the‘sai& ;oad from end to end blazing it or otherwise
marking it distinctly on the groung; 4And that the exact
position of the te:mini of the said road at or near Lillooet
and &lexandria respectively as aforesaid shall be fixed as the
Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works for the time being of the
said golony or his agént shall direct.

And that the said liné of road shall be examined and modified
in detail by the said Commissioner or his agent from time to
time should‘he so deem nécessary; And for that end, intent
and purpose. the sald Gustavus Blin Wright, his executors, ad-
ministrators and assigns shallrfind the necessary means ol
Conveyance for and repay to the Government the reasonable ex-
penses of such competent agents as the sald Chief Cormissioner

hereby agrees to send to be oonstantiy on the line as the works

‘prbéééd in order to prevent delays in the modification and

\

And that the line of roéd between the termini aforesaid shall
be definitively fixed to the satisfaction aforesaid on or be-
fore the 1lst day of June now next. And that he or they will,
on or before the lst day of December’nowynext, make and con-
struct a good and substantial waggon road for the Whole length,

between the points aforesald according to the specifications,

.
{E
l‘,

|

‘
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and subject to the written approval of the said Chief Comm~-
issioner of Lands and Works; And shall before commencing the
construction of the sald road give good and sufficient Bonds .
to the satisfaction of the>said Govermment in the penal sum

of five tﬁgugand pounds sterling as ascertained and liguidated,
damages to‘bé pald in case the said road or aﬁy part thereof
shall not be completed within the time, in the manner and to
the satisfaction aforesaid; and it is hereby further agreed,
by»ahd between the parties hereto; that any such Charter or
Gfént as aforesaid; shall contain perisions saving and ex-
cepting from the operations thereof, all existing public and
private, and all future public rights whether of way, water;
thoroughfare, or for mining or engineering purposgs; or other-
wise, and whether crossing the said road or otherwise; And
also a provision that the said CGovermment shall have the

éption at any time within eighteen calendar months from the

date of such Charter to redeem and repurchase said rcad and

the privileges thereby conferred or to be conferred at a price

‘not less than thirty two thousand pounds sterling, or greater

than forty thousand pounds sterling to be fixed by such one

. arbitrator as shall be mutually agréed upon by the saild Gust-

avus Blin Wright, his heirs, executors, administrators or

assigns, and the said Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works,

and in case they cannot agree upon a single arbitrator, then

at such price between the said limits as the said Chief
Ccomnissioner shall for the time being specify by any writing

under his hand, such decision to be final in all respects;
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And that any such Charter or Grant shall also contain aﬁple
ﬁrovisions with security satisfactory to the saild Government
for the oompletion of the whole of the saild road within the
time and the manner; according to the specifications and %o

the satisf§oﬁion aforesaid; and for keeping the same in con-
stant and thérough repair to the satisfactlon aforesald, during
the existence of the said Charter and so long as the same shall
remain in full force and ﬁndetermined in manner hereinafter
provided for making said the same; And that such Charter or
Grént shall also contain a condition for bthe unrestricted use
éf any portion of the sald road by any other road which may

be constructed from or through Lytton to or towards Alexandria,
upon payment by the owneré; leséees or occuplers of such road
from Lyttonﬁqf half of the cost of constructing and of the
currant cost of repairing such portion So used. Such costs

to be estimated aﬁd fixed by the said Chief Commissioner for
the time being; And that in the event of repurchase by the
Government as aforesaid of the road to be made under these
'présents then all payments,receivedébr comiﬁg to the said
gustavus Blin Wright, his executors, administrators or assigns
. under this prévision shall be refuﬁded gnd paid ngr to the
gsaid Government; |
And that any such Charter or Grant shall also contain a pro-

Tvisgio

Par]

1 that any necessary short deviation for the improvement
of the road hereby authorized to be made ghall be executed by
and at the expense of the said Gustavus Blin Vright, his ex-

ecutors, administrators and assigns, upon the direction and




'kGrant shall also contain a condition for the forfeiture of all
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according bto the speoificatioh of the said Chief CommisSioner
of Lands and Works for the time being, or his agent; And that 1
any such Charter or Grant shall also contain a provision en-
abling the Government to appoint a Golléctor of all tolls

which shall be‘levied under, or by virtue thereof and for the

Tetention of three quarter of the whole thereof by the said
Government to be applied and paid to the use of Her liajesty,

Her heirs and succéssors until the whole of the sums of money

advanced or to be advanced under the provision in that behalf

hereinafter contained, with such interest and charges upon such

-~ respective advances as the Govermment may have been themselves

called upon o pay in respect of such sums to be advanced, and
for the payment of application of the remaihing qgquarter part
of the whole to the said Gusfavus Blin Wright, his executors,.
administrators andkassigns;

And also a provision th;t advances in the sums and proportions
and manner hereinafter spécified shall be paid by the Govern-

ment upon or btowards the constructiqn of any portions of the

said road from Lillooet which at the time of making such

Charter or Grant shall be unfinished; And such Charter or

and singular the rights and privileges conferred by such Charter
or Grant and the avqidance thereof upon breach of all‘or any
part of the coﬁdiﬁiéns, terms oriprovisions therein contained.
And it is hereby further égreed and declared that upon the

completion in the manner and to the satisfaction aforesaild of

every ten or more of the first fifty miles of the said road,
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commencing at the Lillooet terminus aforesaid, the said Govern»
mént shall a@vance to the said Gustavus Blin Wright, his ex-
ccutors, administrators and assigns a sum of money after the
rate of sixty pounds Sterlihg per mile;.’And for every ten or
more miles of the remainder of the whole of the said road;
hereby!agreed;to be made aé aforesaid;'the sum - of one hundred
and twenty pounds Sterling per mile and the same shall be res-
pectively payable at the Treasury upon the presentation of the
certificate of’the said Chief Commissioner of ILands and Works
or_his ageﬁt that such respective sections of ten or more miles
have been duly completed in the manner and to the satisfactioh
aforesaid.

And’it is hereby further declared and agreed that previocus to
making any such Charter or Grant as aforesaid; upon the con=-
struction in the manner aforesaild of the first fifty miles
aforesaid, it shall be necessary to obtain from the said Chief
Commissioner of Lands and Works a certificate under his hand
that so much of the work has been completed within the time

fixed and according to his specifications and to his satis-

faction.

And 1t is hereby further agreed and declared that full true and

regular accounts whall be kept both of receipts and disburse-
ments in the construction of the said road, and of all tolls
received hereunder and such books of account shall be open atb
all times to either party requiring to see copy or extract the

same or any part thereof;

And 1t is hereby lastly and expressly declared and agreed that
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upon failure of the said Gustavus Blin Wright, his exeoﬁtors,
fadministrators and assigns to observe or fulfill all‘or any’
of the terms, conditiqns, provisions, stipulations and agree-
ments of this agreement or‘any part thereof respectively or at
any time or timesyduring the continuance of these presents to
make prOgresé satisfaotorykto the éaid Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works for the time being, then upon notice to that
effect (published by order of the said Chief Commissioner of
Lands and Works in any newspaper published in the said Goloﬁy
(which shall be deemed a good and sufficient notice) or by any
writing delivered uﬁder his hand (which shall also be deemed
sufficient reason) to that efféct), énd subsequent default for
ten days in obeyiﬁg such notice, of which default the said
Chief Commissioner‘of Lands and Works~5hall be sole judge, this
agreemgnt and all powers and privileges conferred or to bhe
conferred shall thereupon ipSo Tacto cesase aﬁd be4df no effeot
as if this agreement had not been made.

In witness hereof the said parties have hereunto set
théir hands and seals, the day and f%ar first above written.
SIGNED, SEALZD AND DELIVERED
by the within named RICH
CLEMENT MOODY, acting as.

aforesaid, in the presence of
ARTHUR T, BUSHEY

Ro Co LIOOC:LY, L/Ol .s\.c Eo ’
Chief Commissioner of Lands
and Works.

P S S N o e

SI NED, SEAILFED AWND DELIVERID
by the withln named GUSTAVUS
BLIN WRIGHT in the presence of

Gustavus B. Wright.
ARTHUR T. BUSHRBY :

e e St
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BIBLIOGRAPHY

I. Primary Source liaterial (Manuscripts).
A. Contracts and Agreements. |

British Columbia, Department of Lands and Works. (Copies
of‘contraets and agreements entered into by the government
through the Chief Commissioner of Lands and Works. Filed by
yvear of their dates. For purposes'of this work, the filesrfor
“18é1—1865 were most valuable, . Archives of British Columbia.
- B. Cofrespondence.

1. Governor, Vancouver Island; Despatches to London,
1855-1859.

2. Governor, British Columbia; Despatches to London,
1858-1865.‘ Letter boock copies of these despatches, or
photostat coples are in the Archives of British Columbia, at
Victoria, B. C. |

3. Colonial Office, London; Despabches to Governor,
Vancouver Island, 18%38. Colonial Office, London; Despatches
to Governor, British Columbia 1858-1865. Original letters or
’photostét'copies are 1n the Archives of British Columbia.

4, British Columbia - Department of Lands and Works.
‘ ; \
Correspondenee'between the Chief Commissioner of Tands and
Works and various individuals concerning departmental business.
Originals and cop}es of this correspondence, in many cases
ann@taied py Colonel Moody, are in the Archives of British

Columbia, catalogued by the year of their date.  The files for

1861-1865 were most valuable.
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5. British Columbia - Department of the Attorney”General.
Correspondence ofAthis department is in the Archives of British
Columbia, filed according to year. This correspondence had to
be consulted in some cases where replies to letters from the
Department of Lands and Works could nob be found in the files
of the latter. ‘Partioularly valuable 1s the file for the
period of January to April 1863.

77 6. Letters to Edward Ermatinger from John WOrk; Archi-
bald Mcbonald, Jéne Klyne LicDonald and others. Collection of
originals énd tYped bopies are in the Archives of British
‘Columbia and known as the *Armatinger Paperst. e
Valuable for any work on the discovery of goid in British
Columbia.

C. Diaries.

1. biary of Clement F. Cornwall of Ashcroft lfanor,
British Columbia. Typed copies of the diary are in the Arohivés
of British Columbia. Z=Entries made in June, 1862, describe a
trip over the Harrison-Llllooet Road, | |

o, Diaf& of Governor James Douglas. Original bodksuin
archives of British Columbia. Books for the period from 1858-
1860, including a description of the governor's trip to
Lillooet were of value. |

%, Diary of Captain John ELvans - wThe B, C. kining
Adventure; 1862-1864%, Thé original diéry~and two Typed copies

are in the Archives of British Columbia.
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D. 0Official reporis.
l. Anderson, Alexander Caulfield.
a. Report of Exploraticns in 1846. Original journal
and report are in the Aréhives of British Columbia.
(b. History of the Northwest Coast. Aréhives ol
British Coiumbia has typed copy drawn from original essay in
the Academy of Pacific Coast History, University of California,
Berkeley, California.
2. Parsons, Captain R. M., Royal Engineers. Report on
_Country between ew Westminster‘and‘Lake la Hache, Septembef
le, 1862. - Copy of the repqrt in Archives of British Columbia.
3. Fraser, Simon. Journal of a voyage from the Rocky
Iiountains to the Pacific Ocean, performed in the year 1808,
Pthostat copy of this Journal is in the Librery of the
University of British Columbia; the original manuscript is

the property of the Toéronto Public Libraries.



IT. Primary Source Material (Publications by avthority of

government at London, or of Legislative Assimbly at Victoria,
B. C.).

1. Anderson, Alexander Caulfieid - "The Dominion at the
West®. ‘A brief description of the Provinée of British Colum-

bia. The Government Prize

=

ssay, 1872. Printed by Richard
Wolfenden, at Victoria, B. C., 1872.

2. British Columbia Papers - Despabtches to and from the
Colonial Office, with relevant documents. Published by the
Colonial Office at London. Ilaterial used Trom period 1858—1852.

5. Disoovery of Gold at Queen Charlottets Island, Joples
or Brxtrachts of Correspondence Relative To Pubiished o Coloﬁial
Office July 18, 18853 - Referred to as fueen Charlotte Island
Papers.

4. Discovery of Gold in the Fraser's River District of
British Worth America, »Copies of Correspondence Relative To
Published by Her lajesty's Stationery Office, London, 1858.

5. Hansard - Parliamentary Debates for the session 1857-
1858, yolume IV: Published by 0ffice for Hansard's Debates,

2% Paternoster Row, London.

6. Howay, F. W. "The REarly History of the Fraser River
Mines®. Selected docuﬁents, with introduction. Hdited by I.

w. HoWay. Printed by authority of Legislative Assembly,
ictoria, B. C., 1926. lemoir VI of Archives of British
Columbia. | )

7. Wade, Mark 8. ¥The Overlanders of '62%". Published by

authority of Legislative Assembly at Victoria, 1931. Ilemolr
IX of Archives of British Columbia.
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ITI. ZRrimary Source laterial (Published contemporary reports)

Journal of The Royal Geographical Society, published at
London under the editorship of Dr. Norton shaw, has several
reports of value. |

a. Palmer, Lieutenant H. Spencer, R. I.
Report on the Harrison and Lillooet route from
the junction of the Fraser and Harrison Rivers,
to the junction of the Fraser and Kayoosh Rivers,
with notes on the country beyond. Volume XXKI,iBéZ.
b. Begbie, lMathew B.
| A jQurney into the interior of 3ritish Columbilsa. -
Volume T, 1852
c. Waddington, Alfred
On the geography and mountain passes of British
Columbia in comnection with an overland route.

Volume FXXVIII, 1868.



Iv. Primary Source laterial (Contemporary Wewspaper Files).

1. British Colonist - Published by Amor de Cosmos at
victoria, B. C. |
Archives of British Columbia has complete file of
issues from June 13, 1859 to December 30, 1864.
2. British Columbian - Published at New Westninster,B.C.
“Archives of British Columbia has file of issues
from February 13, 1861 to December 25; 1864; and
" an incomplete file of issues from 1865 to 1859.
| New Westninster Public Library has file of
issues from February 1864 to January 18686 and
from Liarch 1866 to’February 1868.‘
8. Ceriboo Sentinel - Published at Barkerville, B. C.
Archives Qf British Columbia has an incomplete
file of.issues from May 1868 to Qctober 1875.

m 4. Daily Chronicle - Published at Victoria, B. C.
Archives of British Columbila has file of issues
for October 28, 1862 to June 30, 1866. (Copies
for March 8 and May 26, 1863, are missing from
the file).

5. Gazette - Published at Victoria, B. C.
Archives of British Columbia has file of issues
for July 28, 1858 to November 26, 1839.

6., Worthwest - Published at Port Townsend by J. F. Damon
Northwest section of University of Washington

Library has file of issues from July 5,1860 to
llovember 20, 1862.
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Overland Press - Published at QOlympia by A. . Pos.
Northwest section of University of Washington
Library has file of issues for July 29, 1861

to March 16, 1863.

Pioneer and Democrat - Published at Olympia b

A. M. Fuste.
Worthwest section of Uhiversity of Washington
Library has file of issues from Zeptemwber 11,

1852 to May 31, 1861.
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Primary Source Material (Books by contemporary authors,

or books containing primary material).

Anderson; Alexander Caulfield,
' "Handbook and liap of the Gold Region’of.Frazeer
éhd Thompson's Rivers®.
San Francisco, J. 7. Leyéount, 1858,
mhis book has the map used by W. W. DeLacy
in his attempt to open the Whatcom Trail.
Ballantyne, Robert W.
wliandbook to the New Gold Fields®.
London, Hemilton, Adams and Co.,  1858.

Contains accurate geographical observations.

Cornwallls, Kinahan,
"The New El‘porado, or British Columbia™.
London, = Thomas Cautley Newby,  1858. i
Recommended for anyone in search of superlatives.

&
b

Downie, William,
tHunting for Ggoldw.

Jan Ffancisco, California Publishing Co.; 1893.
FPersonal reminiscences of mining operations in
California and explorations in British Columbia

1858-1864, TVery interesting comments on Douglas,
Waddington and others.
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Hazlitt, wWilliam C.
¥British Columbla and Vancouver Island®,

London, Routledge and Co., 1858.
Good description of the excitement caused by
the 1858 rush.

Higgins, D. W.
wThe Mystic Spring®.

Toronto,  William Briggs,  1904.
®The Passing of a Racev¥,

Toronﬁo, William Briggs, © 1905.
Anecdotes and storiles of the authorts personal
experiences &g publisher of the Victoria Daily
Chronicle, 1862-1866. The incidents described
are practically all second-hand and very highly
colored, but interesting.

Johnson, R. Byron,
AVery Far West Indeed®.

Londoﬁ, Sampson, Low, Mafston, Low and Searle, 18735.

~an account of the author's eiperiences as miner and

packer on the Cariboo roads in 186&8. Good account
of the steamboat traffic and of the packers through
+the canyon. t ' '

Kerr, J. B.
"Biographical Dictionary of Well-Kunown British
Columbians“.

Vancouver, Kerr and Begg, - 1890.

Information concerning some of the men mentioned
in this work.
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9. McCain, C. W.
“IIistory of the 3. S. Beaverth,
Vancouver, Bvans and Hastings, 1894,

Contains a marrative by Charles II. Woodward, of
Portland, Oregon, describing the excitement in HWew
York in 1838, and telling of his trip from that city
to Fort Langley to join the gold rush.

10. ZLewis, William S., and Murakami, Naojiro; HEditors.
"Ranald lacDonald; Narrative of His Zarly Lifew.

gpokane, Washington, Inland American Printing Company,

1923.

An edited and annotated version of lacDonald's own
documents prepared for Eastern Washington State
Historical Society. The book deals principally with
MacDonald*'s Japanese adventure, but mention is made
of his British Columbia road-building adventure.
(The editors say that lMacDonald's venture failed
because a ®more influential person®™ secured a con-
tract to build a wagon road over his trail. Alfred
Waddington would have enjoyed being called influen-
tial). ‘ '

11. 1lacfie, Mathew, F. R. G. 3.
HVancouver Island and British Columbia®,

London, Longman, Green, Longman, Roberts and Green,
_ 1865,

As a desgcription is very limited in its scope.

12. Masson, Senator R. L.
#Tes Bourgeols de la Compagnie du Hord~0uest".
quebec, Privately published, 1889-1890.
vglume 1 contains Simon Fraser's #Journal of a voy-

age from the Rocky Mountains to the Pacific Ocean,
- performed in the year 1808%.
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14.

15.

16,

Layne, R. C.
¥Four Years in British Columbia and Vancouver
island“.

London, John Murray, 1862,

_An excellent description of gold mlnlng methods
on the bars in the early rush.

Milton, William Fitzwilliam, Viscount, and Cheadle, W.B.
»The Northwest Passage by Land. Being the narrative
of an expedition from the Atlantic to the Pacific®.

London, Cassell, Petter and Galpin,  1865.

The authors followed the kckiicking party to Tete
Jaune Cache on an overland Journey, and then down
the Thompson River to Fort Kamloops. The story of
the Rennie party (see page 96 above).

Pembertbn, J. Despard; 3urveyor-General of Vancouver Island.
“Faots-and Figures Relating to Vancouver Island and
British Columbia®.

London, Longman, Green, Longman and Roberts, 1860.
Pemberton is highly oritical of the descripliions
already printed, and calis attention to obvious
errors in many of the works mentioned here.

Rattray, Alexander.
®yancouver Island and British Columbia®,

Londoh, Smith, Elder and Company, 1862,

Has some literary but very little historical value.
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17. W&dﬂington, Alfred,
"The Fraser Lilnes Vindicated®.
Victoria, P. de Garro, 1858.
Waddington's expressed conviction in the permanent
worth of the new gold fields. The Tact that at the
time he was one of Victoria's prominent merchants,
and probably profited by the traffic to the river,
may have had something to do with his conviction,
but one must assume his sincerity when one considers
Waddington's later ventures.
18. Walkem, W. Wymond, M. O.
agtories of Farly British Columbia®.
Vancouver, The News Advertiser, 1914.
Contalins some interesting anecdotes, stories told

by the early miners and some interesting accounts
of Indian customs.

19. Wright, =®. W.’(Editor)e
wLewls and Dryden?s'Marine Hisgtory of the Pacific
Northwest“.'
Portland; Tewis and Dryden Publishing Co., 1895.
| An illustrated review of the development of the
marine industry of the Pacific Northwest. Has

listings of sailings frem San Francisco and other
‘relevant material,
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SECONDARY S0URCEZ MATERIAL -

Articles in Journals or Periodicals.
Champness, W;
?To Cariboo and Back®,
Leisufe Hour, a weekly joﬁrnal published in London. In
numbers 692 - 696, appearing from April 1, to April 29,

1865, there appears a serialized account of a trip to the

- gold fields made by the author.

Dunn, Robert.
T4 History of lMining in British Columbiat.
Canadian Mining Journal, published at Gardenvale, Que.

August, 1929 number.

Forsyth, J.
“*The Ploneer Press of British Columbia®,
British Columbila istorical Assoclation. Reports and

Proceedings, October 1923.

Lebourdais, Louis. ‘
“"Billy Barker of Barkerville®.
British Columbia Historical Quarterly. Volume I No. 3,

July 1937.

Nelson, Denys.
»Tort Langley, 1827 - 1927, A Century of Settlement

'in the Valley of the Lower Fraser River©,

Art, Historical and Scientific Association of Vancouver,B.C.

Reports and Proceedings July 1927.



Reid, R. L.
#alfred Waddington®.
Royal Soclety of CanadamTransaetions. Third series,

Volume ZXVI, 1932.

Reid,,R. L.
®Letter off C. C. Gardiner to the editor of *'The
7slander® of Charlottetown, P. B, I.¥

British Columbia Hiétoriéal guarterly, Volume I No. 4

October 1937,

Rickard, T. A.
#"Indian Participation in the Gold Discovériest,
British Columbia Historlcal Quarterly, Volume 2 Ijo. 1

January 1938.

Sage, W. N
#5imon Fraser, Explorer and Fur Trader®,
Anerlican Historical Assoclation, Pacific Coast Branch,

Proceedings 1928 - 1930.



SECONDARY SOURCE WATERIAL.

ITI. Theses onkrelated sﬁbjeots.

1. Bescoby, Isobel - ¥3oclety in Cariboo, 1862 - 1871%,
Qraduating eséay for B. A. degrees. Copy‘in Library
of the University of British Columbia,
®3ome Social Aspects of the American Mining Advance
into’Cariboo and Kootenay".’ Thesis for II. A. degree.

Copy in Library of University of British Columbia.

2. Cope, M. C. L. - ®Ccolonel Livody and the Royal Zngineerst,

Thesis for 1. A. degree. Copy in Library of University

of British Columbia.

D Murray,vMargaret L. - ®3t, ifary's of Lillooet®. A short
record of the Anglican Church at Lillooeﬁ. Printed

by Bridge River-Lillooet News, August 8, 1935.

4. Palmer, P. F. ~ "4 Fiscal History of British Columbia in
the Colonial Period®. Thesis submitted to Jtanford
University, California, for Ph. D. degree. Public

Archives of British Columbia has'typed copy of this

essay.

5. Ross, Margaret - “Amor De Cosmos®™. Thesis submitted for
M. A degree; copy in Libréry‘of University of

British Columbia.



SLCONDARY SOURCE MATERIAL.

IITI. gtandard works on British Columbia History.
1. Bancroft, Hubert H.
- ¥History of British Columbia, 1792-1887%. vVolume
IXXIT of the “Works of Hubert Howe BancTofth.
San Francisco, The History Company, 1887.
Little information on the subject of this work.
3ee footnote page 29.
" 2. DBegg, Alexander.
®he History of British Columbiaw.
Toronto, = William Briggs, 1894.

This is by no means the most reliable work available.

3. Caughey, John W.
wA History of the Pacific Coast®.
Los Angeles, Privately published, 1933.

Residents of British Columbia would be interested %o
learn from this volume that after the comstruction
of the C. P. R., that thé town of Port Moody grew
rapidly and was renamed Vancouver. HEven more start-
-ling was the observation that Vancouver then
developed to such an extent that New Westminster is
now a suburb. ’ )

4. Coats, R. H. and Gosnell, R. BH.
"Jir James Douglas®.
Toronﬁo, Eorang and Cé., 1908.
"Some of the conclusions drawn in this work are

debatable. See page 29 above for one example of
possible inaccuracy.



Duthie, Rev. D. Wallace.
"a Bishop in the Rough".
London, Smith, Elder and Go., 1909,
| puthie edited the jourhal of the-Reverend John
Sheepshanks, later Bishop of Norwich. The book

covers Sheepshankf®s work at New Westminster and
Richfield in the years between 1859 and 1867.

Flenley, Ralph (Editor)

®Essays in Canadian History",
Toronto, The Ncliillan Company, 1939.

One of the esaays in this work, - 3age, V. iI., "The
Position of the Lieutenant-Governor in British .
Columbia in the Years Following Confederation®,
throws a very Interesting light on the career.of
Joseph W. Trutch, mentioned in this work on several
occaslons, and possibly explains the favored treat-
ment which Trutch received.

Futcher, Winnifred L.

WThe Great North Road to the Cariboo®.

Vancouver, Roy Wrigley Printing and Publishing Co., 1938.

A popular sketch of the road, past and present.

Gilbert, Frank T.

?istoric Sketches of Walla Walla, Whitman, Columbia.
and Garfleld Countieg®.

Portland, A. G. Walling, i882.

Copy of this work in the Northwest Section, Library
of University of Washington at Seattle. The volume
provided material for an interesting comparison

between the Fraser River rush and similar excitement
on the Columbia River.
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Grant, T. J. (Bditor).
"History of Seattle, Washington®.
New York, American Publishing Co., 1891.

4 series of sketches dealing with the growth of
Seattle as a shipping centre. Brief mention is made
of the gold excitement on the Traser. In the North-
west Section, Library of University of Washington.

s

Howay, F. W. and Scholefield, E. 0. 3.
"British Columbia, From the Zarliest Times to
the Present?y,

Vanoouver; S.kj. Clarke Publishing Co., 1914,

Volumes I and ITI comprise probably the best known
and most authoritative text on British Columbia
hﬁStOLy, while volumes IIT and IV furnish interest-
ing bilographical information about prominent
British Columbian residents.

Howay, F. W.
*The Rojal Engineers in British Columbia®.

[y

Victoria, Richard Wolfenden, 1910.

"An excellent account of the Ingineers' work in
British Columbia.

Luzrin, N de Bertrand (John Hosie, Editor)
"The Pigneer Women of Vancouver Island, 1843-1866%.
Victoria, The Colonist Printing and Publishing Co. 1928

Published for the Women's Canadian Club of Victoria,
B. C. luch interesting information, supplled by a
number of Victoria residents, but the writer would
hegitate to use much of 1t w1uhouu OhGOﬁln” carefully

where that is possible.

e
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Liackab, Frances.
"British Columbia for Settlers, Its Llines, Trade
and Agriculturet,

London, Chapman and Hall, Ltd., 1898.
The author visited Port Douglas in 1896 and found
it deserted except for Indians. ITew Westmingter
was then a ®second-rate 1little town with a wile
inn®. (page.217).

leany, Edmond S.
WA History of the Stateof Washington®.

New York, The iicMillan Company, 1909.
Contains some information concerning Whatcom and
its later history as Bellingham.

Morice, Rev. A. G., 0. M. I.
#*The History of the Northern Interior of
British Columbia®.

Toronto, Willlam Briggs, 1804.
An Interesting account which gives the Indlans?
point of view betten than any obther work. Descrip-

tion of the small-pox epidemic in 1862 is ex-
cellent writing.

¢
£

Nichél; Marie Leona.
“Ranald MécDonald; ﬁd&ehturer“.

Caldwell, Idaho; Caxton Printers; 1940.
4 popular account of lacDonaldt's life. 'Repeats
the remark re the failure of liacDonald's road-

building scheme which has been mentioned in Lewls
and Murakemi's work on acDonald's life.
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18.

19.

20,

Sage, Walter ¥.
®3ir James Douglas and British Columbia.®
Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1930.
In beginning this thesis, the writer found Dr.
Sage's account of Governor Douglas and the early
colony of Vancouver Island a most valuable
. foundation and a work which pointed many interest-
ing avenues of research.
Scholefield, . 0. S. and Gosnell, R. =.

"A History of British Columbia®.

Vancouver, British Columbia Historical Association,
1913,

A shorter and less valuable work than that of
Howay and Scholefield.
Shortt; A., and Doughty, A.
wganada and Its Provinces®.
Toronto, Zdinburgh Universitﬁ Press, Publishers?
Association of Canada, 1014.
Volume 81 includes an article by R. &. Gosnell,

%The Colonial History of British Columbia®.

3t. John, Holyneux.

"“The Sea of Mounbtains®. An Account of Lord Dufferints

Tour Through British Columbia in 1876.
London, Hurst and Blachett, 1877.
Jas an excellent description of stage coach travel

over the Cariboo Highway, in a six-horse coach with
the famous Steve Tingley at the reins.
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22.
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Wade, Mark S., Ii. D.
*The Thompson Country. ITotes on the History of
Soutlhern British Golumbia and Particularly of the
City of Kamlodps“, ‘ |
Kamloops, B. C., Iniand Sentinel Press, 1907.
u"The Founding‘of Kamloops, A Story of‘lOO
Years Agof.
Kamloops, Bf C;, Inland Seniinel Press, 1912.
4 Souvenir -of the Kamloops Centenary Celebration,
September 17, 1912.
These articles give an account of the discovery
of gold on the Thompson River.
Watson, Normen, Bt., and King, &. J.
."Round Mystery Mountain®.
Londoﬁ, Longman, Green‘and’Co., 1933.
i grephic account of the difficulties of travel

in the country which Waddington's men tried to
tame in the 1860%s. . '





