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BUSINESS BDUCATION IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

~pINTRODUCTION |

For more than sixty years the program of studies'
‘f:planned by the Department of Education 1n the Prov1nce of

'ffBritish Columbia has made some prOV1sion for bu51ness edu~ .

| "7cation. Only during recent years however, has this part of

‘f;the program been accorded real prominence, such prominence‘

'i,in fact that today a large portion of the secondary school
cﬂcfpupils in the Prov1nce find 1t possible to engage 1n a study

ﬂiof some one or more subjects which definitely belong in the
‘_ibu31ness education field.vt | ,
- c .

“./i This study,~"Bus1ness Education in British Columbia,

;Fhas been undertaken for speciflc reaeone., The ultimate -

| '.i]purpose is to suggest a program better suited tc present~dayf

.kftneeds Within the Prov1nce. Such a purpose implies at least |

‘]ga brief consideration of the development of bu51ness edua'

1fcat:lon 1n British Columbia, for certain shortcomings of the

"ﬁfpresent curriculum are dlrect outgrowths of earlier

/‘practices.,

This purpose 1mplies also a careful analysis of the :

‘":ftbusiness education currlculum put into operation in the

rfnProv1nce 1n September, 1957.c Thls new curriculum, planned

’:fpat a time When the entlre public school program was under



-2 -

f‘mtfrev151on, ‘was intended to correct weaknesses of the former

’ rprogram, weaknesses arising out of the incluSion of

Vpunsuitable subject matter and«of disproportionate emphasis on’
Hfgcertaln subjects. Now that the 1957 curriculum has been 1n
bfjeffect for a period of ‘three years there has been an oppor»,

i‘[tunity for teachers to observe 1ts advantages and to arrive

hf;at conclusions regarding its. success in achiev1ng the two

ygfmain objectives of business education, that of supplying
i;general business understandings and that of providing

'y;vocational knowiedge and skills. |

. “An analys1s ef the curriculum must of necessity deal
ffwith subject matter as Well as’ with the program of "constant"

VVgand optional courses and their arrangement. It must con-

,tfsider ‘whether courses- function effectively, whether proper y«

| iﬁgrade-placement and sequence have been attained and

i”fwhether the - finished product is a satisfactory one. It

/;swill involve, therefore not only a study of the bu31ness

yileducation program in the light of the most recent findings

“{fof educators in this field but also a con51derat10n of the

eadequacy of the training given to secondary school puplls

fwho have left scheol to engage in seme form ef vocational

e act1v1ty. .

A thoroughly suitable curriculum.of business eduoation

liltffor the Province should be based on the findings of an

~f*<occupational survey together with a comprehens1ve job study.

3slgﬂAlthough no Job survey has been poss1ble Within the limits




, : ns., .
'*ﬂor this report, yet on- the: ba31s of a detailed 1nvestia'
’b;gation of a large number of cases of graduates and With~'
‘C-drawals from “the secondary school bus1ness course, the

’ffbwriter ventures to suggest a number of readjustments in the
f;present system.~ S ’, - |

| U,,kg It is 1ntended also to deal brlefly with the teacher

';iproblem in.the bus1ness education fleld. Oonly since 1921
i":"has the Province of British Golumbia conducted training
nrclasses for teachers of bus1ness subgects.b The first

fiprogram of training was. based on an immedlate need for

"-ffteachers to- cope with the rapidly growing number of pupils.'

[felecting commercial courses. Ghanges have been made, and “

‘Sthe requirements for certlflcation today are much broader

ﬂfthan those set up under the first plan.f Nevertheless even
';bthe present scheme may be open to some critlcism and an

tnoeffort will be made to p01nt to possible improvements.
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CHAPTER ~ Il

' BUSINESS EDUCATIOanITS MEANING AND ITS PLACE
1N THE SECONDARY,SC'OOI.PROGREM '

Since the 1nceptlon of a school system 1n Brltish o

s}Golumbia, the program of studies ‘has continuously made some‘
/ffprov1sion for training in bus1ness subaects. Durlng the
J{earliest years the elementary schools assumed respon31bility ,
h_?for a 1im1ted amount of commereial work. When a secondary
y'e:school system was established in the Province, commercial
H"otrainlng was gradually shlfted to this higher level., While
iearly offerlngs Were few, the program 1n recent years has‘
~'pbeen widely expanded. What major changes have been S

feffected? What are the present offerings° How effectlvely

o

fdo the present offerings;meet the needs of the secondary
‘ ;school pupils¢ These are. questlons worthy of cons1deration,
kathe last suggestlng a problem requlring speclal attention.!
‘:;Before proceeding Wlth a study of any of these problems
gsome thought should ‘be given to the meaning of the term
;"bu51ness education" and, in a general way, to the major

'objectives it strives to attain in the school program.

: One can hardly make a: critical analysis of a bus1ness

eylteducatlon program or develop a useful philosophy of
,Cbus1ness education, or even define the term "business edu—
;cation" effectively, without determining what 1nterpretation

',fis to ‘be placed,on the word "business." ~Such~beingsthejcase,




et us look first at the dietionary definition.f, Webster

“edefines "business" as: n"That whlchfbusies,'or engages time;

eattention, or: labor as a. serlous prlncipal concern or~
~ interest. - Spe01f. (a) Constant employment regular ocou=~
'“fpation;rWOrk. (b) Any partlcular ocoupation or employment

/ ffhabltually engaged in especially fer llvelihood or. gain.kk‘*

d"(c) A particular subject of labor or attention‘ a temporary

tfdor speclal oocupatlon or concern’ Dr. Annandale’s defin
ﬁjnltlon is in part as follows' "A matter or affair ‘that
*lengages a person's tlme, care, and attention' that which one’
«xdoes for a llvellhood ocoupatlon':employment. 7 |

E Next let us con51der the economist's 1nterpretation of‘k
di"bu51ness." Here we are at a dlsadvantage since there is a.

nftendeney for the Writer in the- field of economlos to take

t,“*the meaning ef the term for granted. He is- concerned

‘:largely with problems relatlng to production, oonsumption,,”

lrexohange and- management and he is llkely to enter into his
‘.d[treatment ot suoh problems w1thout formally derlnlng

'g"business.ﬂ It is probable that the follow1ng 1nterpre-

ftatlons would be condemned as- too narrow by many eeonomlsts,

‘[but stlll they serve to ehow the llmitations placed on

' the term by two dlfferent wrlters of texts on econom105°_ o
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' "Business may beadefined5as”production for sale.; It may

‘,?élSOSbe:défined;as buying to seil at'ajprofit,"l and
*%"Businéss;meanS:profit seéking;vz ; ;
- Then there is the-Viewpoinﬁ-of‘the“bﬁsiness;eduCator.

 ? Frederiek‘G,JNichoiSFSaysé‘

© The term business comprehends every type of
~economic endeavor from the conduct of a peanut
- stand on the corner to the executive management of
- the United States Steel Corporation. It includes
7n0t»on1yrthevWidearangeiof-management'implied in
the above statement but hundreds of facilitating
occupations ranging in many direections from the
. humble office messenger to the sales manager,
; office~manager,'productianaengineer;\advertising
manager, personnel director and scores_of other
easily:recognizedﬁexecutive-positions,s‘, .

o Léveretﬁ;s.ﬂLyonjstafés: It is apparent~that business»is
‘":that~échém949£ eéonomicwérgénizatiénfwhichfisfat-presént»~

‘;;largely*r98p6nsible,for~grétifyingghuman'Wants;ﬂé-and a
\fﬁBusineSS, thﬁs,yas~éo¢ietygi5~n6w 6rganizéd;'is as sbdidlly

= ;;Significant‘asewahtqgratification;ﬂsJ i e

ItfiS'eVident,that~the%educat6r;#iengbuSinessginﬁits~‘

' broadést sense. The termvcomprehendsvevery;type‘of'economic~

 endeavo£;fit,qmbraces mbSt,activities‘associated,with“

1, A.;Rnfeﬁér; Prihciples Qf‘Economies; De 67,

’1 2R. T, Ely, Outlinéstf E¢onomics;up.,201;:

15Frederiek‘G. Nichéls;,GommerﬁiaiﬁEducaﬁionfin the High

W' 4$éYéf¢tth;pLyon;rEduégtion for Business, DP. 24, o

 °Ibid., p. 25,
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’;gratifyingiﬁumanﬁwants;; beioﬂSlylifisuch a view be
'kaccepted--and for. purposes of this work it is accepted—~ k
"practically every 1ndividual engages in bus1ness. He may or

'«may not carry on production for sale, he may or may not buy to

k*fsell at a profit but still he performs innumerable business

‘:transactions as he engages in activities having to do With
‘gratification of his own wants and those of others. |
| It is not 1ntended here to deal at any length With the
'fmeaning of the term "education.". Suffice it to say that in
_terms of a product to the 1ndividual, education suggests o
yjimproved adjustment to and control of environment arising out
ffof learning. experienceswand actiVities.rj h“ “ '
| Business education must concern itself with the: learning~-n‘
5experiences and activ1ties whioh Will enable the 1ndiv1dual to
;engage more effectively in the workings of the. eoonomic
iorganization responsible for gratifying human ‘wantss - Everett
fW. Lord cin- speaking of bu31ness education .at- the College of S
E Bu31ness Administration of Boston University, said '"This
'college is. to be a college of BUSINESS, g1v1ng its students

insight into economic life and- a degree of familiarity With

business principles and practice. 5; Clearly the scope or suchrf”

- an educational program is: very w1de, for it includes not only

, school training but also various types of training offered

6E.?W. Lord "Education for Business Leadership. :
. National Bus1ness Educational Quarterly, VI (December, 1937),
'q;p. o O—— T
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k;ooutSideﬁthefschool.» Nor is it conflned to technlcal subject R

4f;matter;~ It is quite reasonable to assume that certain of

the so—called academlc subjects of the school currlculum

S should also be 1ncluded for 1nd1rectly at least such

subJects have a bearing on effectlve bus1ness partlclpatlon.
- Nichols' has stated' ‘ |
cooooo.o Commereial. edueatlon is a type of tralning
Whlch while playlng its part in the
,‘achlevement of the general aims of. eduoatlon on
any given level, has for its primary objective
the- preparation of people to enter upon a e
~ business career, or having entered upon such a
. career, to render more efficient service therein
and to advance from their present levels of
_employment to hlgher levels, ; e
‘{Here is the broad interpretatlon. Business education, or
commerclal educationa-and the two terms Wlll be used as
'ffhaving identical meaning~-plays its part in the achievement
a:of the general alms of" education as well as in proV1d1ng
: trainlng for employment. - ,;5,: : NI B
| “This study is concerned primarily with secondary.

sohool~business education. Therefore, scant. attention will

be glven to commerclal tralning through the business college,,

the company school, the university or colleglate school of
bus1ness, the evenlng school the oontlnuatlon school or i

- the varlous other agencies Whioh offer such trainlng.e There

"‘1s difference of oplnion as to what constltutes the

responsibility of each of these agencles, for some persons |

7Frederick Gs Nichols, 0D cit,, p. 51.,



‘gxwould strongly contend that much of the present trainlng done
.jat the taxpayers' expense should be done by'the business

ﬁ college or other~agencies. Nevertheless, it is intended

; ,herein to regard secondary school business education as

“3;1nclud1ng all that Work which 1s suited to presentation in
t*the secondary school and whlch prov1des appropriate trainlng
~ffor the puplls thereof, either for personal and community
"@liv1ng or for vooational purposes. Little reference Wlll be
f~made to the "constant" subgects, namely English social
'studies, and hygiene. Their place in the program of every.
| tjpupil, whether in the aoademic, the commercial,‘or any other =

¢type of course, is generally conceded and therefore, they

| fneed not be a topic for. cons1deration in thls study,

In keeping with the -above statement bu51ness eduoation

'famust serve two major purposes in the secondary school

gprogram. It must first prov1de for trainlng 1n everyday

.'bu51ness understandings and techniques, thus supplying the

:;uindividual With knowledge which while having broad

gsignlflcanoe for vocational purposes, is of immense value
sffor personal and communlty living.f In the second place it
~must offer: Vocational tralning 1n the form of special |
eknowledge and skills planned exclus1vely to meet employment
k:needs. These two maJor objectives are obviously in. the minds

,,of writers of'such statements as the follow1ng.
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© Without attemptingﬁto,makerany'definitek
‘statement as to the content of these (commercial)
.studies it may be said- that the practical skill
and. knowledge which they embody should be so
- ~thoroughly taught that they are immediately .
~.  available for daily use, At the same time they
"~ should be made.to minister consciously to the
larger life of the individual and society. -
- Thoroughly taught, in an atmosphere of broad - ; :
sympathies, -and large Outloog,vtheykgive cultural
-~ as well as business ability,S Sae SO o

© . It should be kept in mind, however, that any
~ worthwhile vocational business curriculum is not
. a narrow thing, limited to a few narrow skill =
©  subjects, but rather includes a broad combination
"«Ofsgeneral»subjecﬁ9~andwvooational_background~‘
. subjeets along with the essential skill or

'Qtechniéalfknowledge subjects,”

fMSntionw6f generé1‘Subjects~and\VQéational baékgrQund‘

fsubjectssinwgontrast;to skills and technical knowledge
 {sﬁbJécts 3uggests;twozqﬁe3tions,’ Eirst; whataisfmeant by‘
‘J évéryday’buéiness:anderstaﬁdings?':Second; in§what way do
‘ftheyfprcve*uséfu1 t§‘thevindividual»in;his social -and
‘ﬂbﬁsiness lifé?A Boﬁthuestions“arefsignifioant in rélation to
1‘Sub5equent~subjeet matter~and;»thereforey/demandfimmediate -

attention,

;1EverYday»business underStgndings~and téchniques-should,' 

| “supply‘asbroadfcomprehensiOn‘éf»the"erganizaticnvof society

fo}provide«for~want—gratifi¢ation; as well as a knowledge of

ﬁi~fétheﬂcommonerfbusinéss_proceduresvwhich must be followed by

51, 7. Brown, The imerican High School, pp. 114-115.

: QE;\A; Zelliot,vabjectivesfof~High School Business

'fsubjedts;"f”ThefBusinéssfEdu¢ation*Wbrld,?XIXg«(Juné;k1959), ‘
p. 845, T T T




3 the ind1v1dual in his personal and community livlng.‘ This

eimplies the desirability of some study of the functions of

busaness and of government 1n providing for human wants, andk

- of the respon31bilit1es whieh both of these agencies should

?assume in an effort to improve the common welfare., In turn,
- it suggests the need for some knowledge of world production,
g manufacture, and trade Whereby commodities are made‘

ﬁavailable for human consumptlon. Finally, 1t indicates that

fattention should be given to all those commoner business

'i_procedures which the average man may be called upon to peraj

7i form in connection With the various transactions in which he“
engages, either on his own behalf oTr on behalf of social ore
'tfbus1ness groups. AR ,_l 4M,g;.“" | |
- For the - ordinary indiv1dual the acqui81tion of such
,runderstandings and techniques serves several purposes. It
k‘;has already been pointed out that practically every person
‘:engages in a great variety ol bus1ness transactions.‘ The
“average man buys goods and serv1ces he may also sell both.
"His purchases and sales result in his use of such negotiable“
instruments as money, cheques and promissory notes. He

"‘meets problems haV1ng to do w1th communicatlon and transpor-

o‘qtation., He pays rent, or taxes, or both. He may buy

various types of insurance. He enters into numerous
‘,contracts 31mple oral and written contracts, as well as

lrspecialty contracts under seal.k’Eossibly.he;saves money,and,g
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dep031ts 1t in the savings bank he may even invest his‘\
7'savings in bonds or stocks, or in 1nvestment securlties of
other forms. In all these act1v1t1es clear understanding 1sk
a requis1te for 1ntelllgent partlclpatlon, and. 1ntelligent
 ’part1oipation is essential to 1nd1vidual welfare, Clearly

kthen from the standpoint of personal bu31ness,'an
,o:extremely useful end is achieved when the 1nd1v1dual has
gained some- understandlng of the mechanlcs and the 1mpli- e
cations of ordinary bus1ness proceedlngs. Such training is‘
kgfrequently referred to as "consumer edueation.

~This person-use value of bu51ness understandlngs may -

be extended beyond the point where it merely serves the
. ordlnary person in his 1nd1v1dual deallngs w1th others, Many

! bus1ness ooncern, chlefly of the Smaller type trading in

'goods and serv1ces, is owned and operated, or is operated for -

k ~ltS owners, by some one person who determlnes its policy and

dlrects 1ts act1V1t1es. Sole ownership or management often

v sfarlses out of the most fortultous circumstances, It is not

Eantlclpated nor 1s it preceded by a perlod of 1ntensive
training in business admlnlstration. Frequently it demands

~‘no particular vocat10nal bus1ness skills, a clear under-\’i
standlng of everyday business procedures belng ample to meet‘

iall needs. Hence this training 1n consumer education assumes
broader s1gn1flcance in that it provides essential

iknowledge for bu51ness ownership and operation,‘k

General business understandingseand,teohnlques serve
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‘ka second purpose 1n helping to supply occupational concepts.
'A knowledge of bu81ness procedures helps to point out some  of
kthe duties ‘and - respon31billt1es of different types of com-
merclal occupations,f But this must not be the terminal
‘point; puplls should be made aware of the requirements, the
' opportunlties, and the limitations of thelr chosen oCCU=-
;‘pational fields. De31rable personal qualitles, good habits
”of work capaclty for 1ndependent study, ability to analyze
ﬁ's1tuat10ns and to reach sound . conclus1ons, these and many
:“other characteristics are: essential to satlsfactory serv1cee

,1n bus1ness.v Pupils should know of these requirements.'k‘

"7; Simllarly they should acqualnt themselves with facts con-

cerning opportunltles for advancement to higher levels,

f‘~‘1ncome possibilities, and personalfsatisfactlons to be

vfderlved from working Withln chosen fields. In turn, thought' o
“should be given to employment limitations such as those per—
taining to future advancement Wages, health, personallty
‘Qdevelopment and use of leisure time. It might be argued

k With some justiflcatlon that tralning in the line of general
business knowledge can hardly prov1de 1nformatlon to measure
‘up to this standard. But the secondary schOol programf |
includeés work~1n guldance» and the - earnest pupil of bus1ness
subgects who supplements his commercial studies with well=-
‘dlrected 1nvestigat10n in Pproblems relating to selected

fbus1ness vocations and business needsn-and every commerclal

B ,pupll ‘should do thls--WJ.ll equlp himself with broad and
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bauseful~occupational~concepts.~ ~
." General business knowledge has a third use in so far as
it helps to develop Social and economic intelligence.

~Douﬂlass ev1dently ‘has this. end in mind when he sayS’

. ;"Bus1ness education as, much as any field has seemed not to

'realize the social nature and ‘the social obligation of the
_ upublic school. It has concentrated on vocational business
= education of the indiv1dual for his own gain alone "lO
‘Commercial pupils should realize that business owes its
existence to the organization of society. Henee, business
E has a debt to soeiety, namely to see that society beneflts
as Widely as possible from the results of business |
activ1ties, and society should here - be interpreted as
lo‘including such groups as consumers and employees. This
h'debt can be paid only if each and every person engaged in 8
i°bu31ness is imbued With certain high 1deals and ethical |
eynstandards to govern all bus1ness relationships and

ofactivities. | ‘, | B
4‘ Obviously bu31ness is closely linked up with govern—
f“ment since both are 1ntegral parts of soeiety and since the
;existence of bus1ness is so largely dependent on its co~
operation with law and government regulation. Thus the

‘gestablishment of a high standard of business ethics infers

2 lOH. R. Douglass, "Expanding Business Education to
~Nbet Present Needs." Business Education World, XIX ‘
(September, 1958), p. 19,
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.also the development of what might be termed c1v1c 1ntelli-
: gence Wthh 1nvolves right attitudes towards the
functlonlng of governing bodles as well as readlness to
cooperate aotlvely with such bodles in str1v1ng for the
malntenance and improvement of common welfareot

© . The phllosophy of business education must
give direction to a program of 1nstruction in
which all students will be given an under-
standing of business as an institution of
- society, universal in its effects, and in which
-interested and appropriate students will also be
- equipped with highly efficient skill masteries
demanded by business for vocational purposes.
. If young people are to be ‘qualified to partici-

" pate. democratlcally in the elimination of .
~undesirable business practices and in the e
‘establishment of desirable ones business education

.~ must inform youth about the structure and = - :
functions of business, its relatlonshlp to other
- .social instltutlons, 1ts soolal and civie ob11~
) gatlons
: : S B :
Stlll further, a proper appreciatlon of the place of

fgovernment and buslness 1n the organlzation of society mnst o
fjbe accompanled by some understandlng of certaln economle
s‘prin01ples whlch if actually applied, w1ll gulde not only -
~ 1ndiv1duals but also both these agencles towards maximum

kachlevement in the 1nterest of the common good. That |

Douglass con51ders business education to have a respon31- ' 
gbillty here may be 1nferred from hlS statement "The

1 tendency to neglect educatlon almed at the development of

| 11R. E. Slaughter, "Lost Horizons and Business
cEducatlon.~n National Bus1ness Educatlon Quarterly, VIII
(October 1959), ‘40 ‘ , : :
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fecenamie 1ntelligence, S0 badly needed today, and the
tendency to overemphas1ze direct values and immediate
values to the: 1ndiv1dual have been carried to the point of
vabsurdlty nl2 | ‘ |

~,F1nally, general business understendings provide a

‘ background for voeationel training. Precision in the'perm,'

','formance of business duties is highly de51rable but mere

'machlne-llke preclsion, Wlthout a knowledge of when and why L

certaln procedures are adopted, 1s insuff1c1ent. To a oon=

51derab1e degree intelligent application of vooational

business skills is dependent on. proper eomprehension of

‘icircumstanees.‘ Thus general business understandings tend to:

- broaden the significance of vocational skills, supplying

“‘,tknowledge of bu51ness functlons, and thus aiding in effective

"7appllcation of speclalized trainlng. It might even be sug-

k:‘gested that in some cases this unspe01alized type of train-
ifing reaehes beyond the point of supplying baekground and
“:fonms the only vocational training obtained, since many ;
seeondary school puplls withdraw from school to occupy
;1n1tial business positions before ever reaehing a point
’lwwhere speciallzed training is offered to them.
The‘second~major obgective'oflbusiness edueatidn, as

,alreadyepointedfout,?is to prQVide,speeial‘knowledge,and |

le. R, Douglass, "Expanding Bu51ness Educatlon to Meet

- Present Needs." Business Educatlen Wbrld XIX, (September,
‘ 1958), p. 21. _
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:technicaiiskills for employment needs., "Vocatlonal dus
'catlon is concerned Wlth those spe01allzed bodles of
knowledge, those spec1a1 skllls and attltudes which are’
: requis1te for successful partlclpation in speclflc occu-
pations, "15 |
Whereas speclal skllls represent the magor purpose,

,‘yet it should be borne 1n mlnd ~that vocatlonal educatlon has
1ts place 1n maklng more effectlve certain outoomes of the »,
rgeneral busrness training already dlscussed., It supplies
| experlence in bu31ness act1v1t1es together Wlth added
1nformation about bus1ness act1v1t1es and pr1n01ples, thereby
~ meking consumer educatlon far more v1ta1. A knowledge of
procedure has an exten51ve personal-use value, but |
‘prlnclple supplemented by praetlce deepens understandlng,
N?lnereases Judgment and gives confldenoe for 1ater use.,
Spe01allzed tralnlng also adds greatly to occupatlonal
e and vocational understand;ng. The flrst effort to supply
Hsuch underStanding by»vooational educatlonfmay take the -

- form of brief try-out courses of ‘an exploratory nature,kor
it may ‘be the result of 1ntens1ve study of strictly
VVOcatlonal materlal belonglng to such subjects as
~bookkeep1ng, stenography, offlee practlce, clerical

’rpractlce,~or retallfselllng. Yetxthe‘fact'remains that

, lSJ. Ca Ohapman and @. S. Counts, Principles of
Educatlon, pp. 509~ 510._~ cE S O
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‘uaotual experlence 1n the performance of dutles of certain
’ukbu31ness Vocations, together w1th the study of related
‘ problems, brings about a very appreciable 1ncrease 1n o
’occupatlonal knowledge.ff \ :
MThe consumer education values of the vocatlonal

Zcommerclal subgects should be purely 1n01dental to the

“,‘prlmary vocatlonal values which must be achleved through
these subgeots 1f they are achleved 1n the high school at~k"

”all.”l4 Slmllarly, improved occupatlonal understandlngs are

but concomltants of the magor outcome of vocatlonal

»'ktrainlng.{ The respon31bllity of the secondary school in

1 frelatlon to thls magor outcome has several aspects. The

'h school should train for such occupations as are open to

- iltS pupils 1n the communlty, should ‘make every effort to

‘fdevelop in each of its pupils a high degree of proflclency ‘

1n the skills requlred for the partlcular ocoupational

~lf1eld seleoted by the pupil should aim to. glve speciallzed

ﬁtrainlng as closely as poss1b1e to the tlme when the pupil

\'takes the Job and should oonstantly bear in mlnd that it

,“is tralnlng for 1nit1al contaot jobs, Educatlon for

hlghly speoiallzed occupatlons which are open to puplls

only after years of bu31ness experlence and eduoatlon for

advanced adminlstratlve work belong to agencles other than

14y, g, Nlchols "What is a Sound Philosophy of
;Bu81ness Educatlon?" Business Educatlon World XVI
(February, 1936), D. 447, ‘




 'the,seooréary sohool; A bu31ness edﬁoatlon program whloh
kpoloses 51ght of any of these respon81b111t1es tends to fall
short.k It may be that fallure 1s in the development of
l;napproprlate«skills,.or,lt may be'that~1t 1s through over;

development of skiilsratkﬁhe expense‘of«eultural and -
:7Tgeneral:businessaedﬁcetion. On the other hand, a program
% oonstructed Wlth proper regard for these respons1b111t1es
is likely to prov1de speclallzed tralning of dlrect use to
\the pupll as well as broad general tralning0

. %hth thls brlef survey of the plaee of bus1ness edu«
oation in the secondary school program We are now ready
for the next step, namely a study of the development of
’ rpBr1t1sh Columbla S bus1ness educatlon program from 1ts

_vcearly beglnning to the present day;
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CHAPTER IIT

- IHE GROWTH OF BUSTNESS EDUCATTON IN BRITISH COLUMBIA

:_:i? fLong.before:British~Columbiathad been established as a
: 'PrOVihpe‘bﬁsiﬁéss:education~had,madefits Start'én‘ﬁhel
‘;;Ndrth»Ameridanrqontiﬁent» o '

- Students of the early history of the private

- commercial SGhools‘in‘America'agreejas to the
" .pioneers in the movement but disagree as to the

individual who is to be classed as first. R. M.

- Bartlett, first of Philadelphia, then of
‘Pittsburgh, and finally of Cincinnati, is c¢laimed
‘'by some writers to be the first in the business- -

- college field. His position is disputed - -

;;ﬂrespectivelyrby”thevChampions:of;Peter§Durf, of .
‘Pittsburgh, of G. N. Comer, of Boston, and

- Jonathan Jones, of St. Louis, all of whom offered
'private'commercial~education in the early days of

-~ the movement. Dolbear, who opened a school in

e fNéw~Ybrk'in-1855,‘is~also‘named"by some as the
+ leader in:the field, Unguestionably among the
~ first of the private schools was that of James
~ Gordon Bennett, who is said to have started a
school in New York in 1824 whic% he heralded with

z*ﬂ~the following:anneuncement;;;;.vt:k‘, ’
Whofléd in thé buéihasSecollege field is of mindr

",impbiiance, but'it‘isfsignifidantwthat therbusiﬁess'eollegé“'
|   wasithé earli§stiigstitution for‘cémmercial education and

; 1/£ha£’thésearly stﬁdies inéluded Penmanship, bobkkeeping;'
’ §§mm§reia1;arithmeﬁic;and:eoﬁmérdial;law;ﬁ For a considerable
L iperi6dxthis'SituationJcéntinued:fdr,ﬂlt is said thatféomg‘
 m§rcié1;edueation,in1public,schbolS wa$~first,GOHSidered in

S_Boétdn[in'the;fifyies,,and,had its'beginning in New York |

 peverett S. Lyon, op. cit., p. 225.
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7 Free Aoa&egy‘in'that decade."?
S A second stage in the hlstory of bu31ness educatlon
l‘began when, "In 1863 shorthand (and perhaps bookkeeplng) was
,kvmade as part of the course of study in Central High School
,jPhiladelphla, and the St Louls ngh Sohool. The 1ntro~ |
duction ol thls work is supposed to be the origln of clearly
‘rdeflned oommerolal education at public expense 1n the'
l*Unlted States."5 ~From. this tlme onward different factors
'fwere responsible for increase in numbers of secondary
';sohool commer01al puplls and for alteratlons in the com-\"
mercial currlculum. The 1ntroductlon of a usable typewrlter
l~1n 1875 resulted in a complete change in the field of
Ay(bu31ness oommunloation and was-a signal for a corresponding
i'change in the school program. Bookkeeping, prev1ously the
lvleadlng bus1ness subject soon gave place to stenography,
r f while business Engllsh gained in promlnence.f‘Wjﬂ”
f' | The first school program which went into effect L
_follow1ng Brltlsh Columbla s admlssion into the Domlnion of
Canada in 1871 made certaln provis1on for bus1ness educatlon.f
‘nFrom that time to the present day oommerc1al subaeots have
lbeen offered in elther the- elementary schools or hlgh
'sschools, or both. The ‘period from.August 1871, to June,

'tl937, presents an interestlng study in the development of

3Ib1d., P. 2:59 g
5Leverett S. Lyon, loc.,cit.



ithe program and during thls time four maaor phases are to bep
,fobserved.a

) British Columbia s entry into the Dominion preceded

" the 1ntroduction of the typewriter 1nto The bus1ness office

hby only four years. As might be expected then, the first

"f,‘program of studies limited commercial work to a tralning 1n

it bookkeeplng and penmanshlp,; This condltien continued until

‘~June, 1906 in spite of the fact that long before this date-
lw1de recognition had been given in the United States to |
‘fshorthand and typewriting as secondary sohool subgects.c

An examination of the Annual Reports issued by the
°,Department of Education of the Prov1nce shows that from 1871

to. 1906 bookkeeping was 1ncluded 1n the elementary school

.~~‘program and that after 1875 when the first high school was.

Ejopened 1n Victoria, the secondary school program also _

"*1ncluded the subgect., Until 1897 bookkeeping was - optional

yin the elementary school ‘and from that date until 1906 it
oswas to be found in the ngh School Entrance Examinations

. either as a separate subgect (1898 _,1900)’ or in con-
Junotlon with arithmetlc (1901 - 1906).
| Conflicting opinions concerning the place of
ﬁtbookkeeping as an elementary school subject were v01ced by

.the two inspectors in the Twenty—fourth Annual Report of

7'fithe Department of Education. This was the only year |

’,ﬂthroughout the entire period under consideration when

1d1rect reference was made to the suitability of the subject
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'fby anyainséector°inihis annualnrepoft;7'In3pect0r David
;‘LQlesbﬁ_said: e |

o Bookkeeping is a subject which on account
-of its practical value is deserving of atten- -
 tion--more than it at present often receives,
Tt also affords the opportunity of giving
. sinstruction in penmanship, spelling, arith-

- metic and neatness. The returns show that the

~ number of pupils who study this subject is
- annually ‘increasing. There is no reason why
”pUpils'of:ruralischools~7both boys -and girls=-

- should not begin the study of bookkeeping as -
~Soon as they reach the Fifth Reader class. Even
& short course, such as would enable them to o
~ keep simple accounts and familiarize them with

the ordinary mercantile forms, would be a great
. boonfto,all,Whoserzducationiends with the com=-
- mon school course.® - , ‘ P "

fihS?édtor Wm, Burns reported as follows:

L . Bookkeeping is taught in many other schools
 in accordance with the requirements of the ‘
"~ Department. ~Teachers should be careful not to
. commencé the subject at too early a stage of the
. pupils' advancement, If the scholars are f
- .previously told that when they have attained
- neatness in writing, correctness in spelling,
~exactness and rapidity in the use of the ordi-
- nary rules of arithmetic, they will then be -
© taught the;elements,of,bookkeeping, a new-
~dncentive will be added in the higher work to
. be accomplished, and that, too, in a branch of
. such eminently practical utility in every field
. of life.d R o B

'f;Askmight Wellkbe,expéoted; éktehSive'fluetuation iﬁ’the

'ﬂ nﬁmbér7or §1ementafy'pupils studying bOOKKeepingufrom'Year~,'

_:ftdi&ea?/iSffo be found. (See Figure 1, P. 24.) From 1871

,f{‘f{f%D;fWilsoh;,”Réport of Inspector Wilson." Twenty-
- fourth Annual Report of the Public Schools of British
5COlumbia;,l894~1895, P. 213. R P

~ Q} f*75Wm.'Burns,,”Report of Inspeétor‘Burns,"' Twenty-fourth ;
~Annual Report of the Public Schools of British Columbia, ST
- 1894-1895, pp. 2i7-18. - | !
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‘Viuntll 1885 there was a contlnuous 1ncrease, w1th a rise from

‘{s1x to 234. The next few years saw a rapid de°1lne for by

,inyune, 1887, the number had dw1ndled to eleven. Im 1887—88

l5expan31on Was agaln under Way and there was a. growth fram
stwentyatwo in that year to 576 in 1896 97. The year 1897-98
f,saw the tremendous advance to 1 515 for,kas already

ki;mentloned this Was the. flrst year when bookkeeplng appeared

E as a ngh School Entrance subgect. A peak of 2 854 puplls

"'1‘was reached in l90l 08 and thereafter agaln a gradual

~*edecline."

Meanwhile Vlctorla ngh School was opened in August

'=5f1875 and the sehool program showed bookkeeplng as a‘>

‘Tfrequ151te subgect. The Department of Education Annual

: A;i7Report for 1879 80 outllnes the prescribed course of study

tflfor the school the following belng an excerpt therefrom.

hff thekPubllc Schools of Brltlsh Columb1

Junior Division
' Bookkeeplng and Writing ' '
{a) Slngle Entry and Prlnelples of Double Entry.
(b) Practice in Writing according to principles
i rcontalned in Payson, Dunton and Scribner's
- copy books. : - :

Senlor Division i ‘ ,
Bookkeeplng ‘and. erting -
a) Single Entry and Double Entry.
b) Practlce in Writing according to prlnelples
. contained in: Payeon, Dunton and Scrlbner s
e copy books.6 E : ; ,

Later years saw the openlng of new hlgh schools, New

Westmlnster 1n 1884 Nanalmo in 1886 and Vancouver in 1890

6Department of Education, Twent
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"W1th the maJorlty of” the pupils rece1v1ng instructlon 1n

bookkeeplng, -In fact thls subjeot remained a constant for"

‘Junior puplls until the year 1904-05. After 1900 a marked

o dlsparlty developed between total number of hlgh school R

pupils and number reglstered for bookkeeping, (See Figure

‘kz, p. 27 )k The peak for the period was. reached in
;1905‘04 when 735 out of 981 hﬁgh school pupils engaged in a

'ostudy of the subjeot

Throughout all this first period the bookkeeplng
requlrements remained materlally the same, but one s1gnifi-k

cant p01nt is to be found in the fact that the Flfteenth

: Annual Report of the Department of Eduoatlon class1f1es
'courses offered in the high schools of Brltlsh Columbla as

"i‘the Engllsh Course, the Commerclal Course, and the"

':o Cla581cs Course, For the. Commercial Gourse it indloates the .

follow1ng studies

Bookkeeplng--31ngle and Double Entry~~
including Banking, Commercial Correspondence,
Commercial Law, etc,, together with all sub jects

- prescribed for the English Course.... [viz.,] all
subjects prescribed for the Graded and Common
Schools: Anatomy (Physiology and Hyglene) and

-~ other subjects in which candidates for the Flrst
fClass, Grade B, Teaching Certificates are
examined, namely Reading, Writlng, Spelling,
vArithmetlc Mental Arithmetic, Geography, Grame

- mar, Hlstory, Composrtlon, Bookkeeping, Mensu- :

"ration, Algebra, Euclld and Natural Philosophy.7

' ,VDepartment of Educatlon, Flfteenth Annual -Report. of
the Public Sohools of British Columbia, 1885-1886,

'p. XXXVIII.




ORI e D P L EEng
| | | | | *
| |
1 1
- Ea
4
4.1 | i
BE
e |
=l ]
i i
. |
| | | T~ M
| i 7 ~— ¢ i
R
R e e & III e R SRR G
BRI E R Eas - 2 l’l‘ | .
oz Tr——
2 ~
|
I
|
L] i
! L
L
|
I
|
|
|
L |
i
i
|
|
|
S5 1
ersh




v ks 28 -
~ It is not the purpose of this study to evaluate the
. early commercial programs.u Consequently the period -
| terminating in June, 1906, will simply be left as one
during which the studies corresponded closely'w1th the
cearliest offerlngs 1n bu31ness training in Eastern United
,'States. Nevertheless during the latter part of the
khperiod recognitien was being given to the need for a |

‘;broaderucommercial curriculum 1n7the'Province.k The

'bus1ness college had already opened its doors and , being so

readily able to meet popular demand had established courses

in shorthand and typewrlting to. supplement the work in

| bookkeeping and allied subjects. The per51stent request for‘fi'
‘ﬂnthe 1ntroduction of these new subgects 1nto “the high school
‘},program.met With a favorable response in the autumn of

S 1906 the beginning of the second period 1n the history of

"bu31ness education in British Columbia, namely 1906-1914,
During the first two years of this new period certain :

of the elementary schools continued w1th the teaching of

bookkeeping, despite the fact that the subject Was no longer |

given recognition in requirements for high school edmission.
After June, 1908 no further bookkeeping 1nstruction was
reported by the elementary school.k o | |

In the high schools the commerCial program wes_
broadened to make proviSion Tor teaching of bookkeeping,
shorthand theory, shorthand dictation, typewriting, and

business forms and laws of bu51ness.‘ Until June, 1910,
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‘3Texaminat1ons were. set by the Department of Educatlon in the
: above subgects at the end of the Advanced Course, Junior .

aiGrade, though reference to the Annual Reports of the

;'Department Would 1ndlcate that tralnlng 1n the subgects was‘,‘

;glven in the Prellminary Course as Well. During the last
:lffour years the Department conducted examlnatlons in the

‘ flcommerclal subjects at the conclusion of both Prellmlnary

“frﬁand Advanced Courses of the Junlor Grade."

: The Thlrty-elghth Annual Report of the Department shows

,_1n detall the program for commerclal puplls as follows.~

£ Commerclal Course for g Schools
- The following subjects of the. Junior Grade .
B ~course, ‘designated Group 1, are prescr1bed for the
~ commercial course, without change': ‘
Group l. - Reading and Orthoepy
“English Grammar o
English therature
; Algebra
o : Geometry ' i
S - The following subgects of ‘the Junior Grade
; course, designated Group 2, are prescribed for
"_the commercial course, Wwith slight change:=
' Group 2. = erting and Spelllng
, c Composition
e Arithmetic
~.The special trend of the teaching 1n these
subjects is indicated below.
e The following subjects of the Junlor Grade
~ course, designated Group 3, should be omitted
from the commer01al courses- R
: ' Group 3. - Latin

Greek

‘French

‘Drawing

Physiology
- Physics and Chemistry
‘VBotany '




The follow1ng speeial- subgects des1gnated

,Group 4, w1ll form a part of- the commerclal
course: -

Group 4. - Bookkeeping N
. Stenography
Typewriting -
~Business Forms
- Laws of Bus1ness.8
'anch of the courses -ncluded in the above program is
outllned at some length in the Annual Report attention
belng glven also to the spe01al trend of the teachlng in py
subjects of Group 2, so that the reader may, 1f he so g
des1res, acqualnt hlmself Wlth the actual content of any or
all of the courses., | ' |

Annual Reports of” the Department of Education for the

years endlng in June, 1907 to June, 1910 inclusive, fail o

to show any record of the pupils enrolled in the commerclal
courses other than bookkeeplng. aFor the next four;yearskf/
enrolments by subject are shown. Growth in numbers is

evident from Table I.

8Department of Educatlon,
of the Publlc Schools ot Brltis
pp‘ 54~56. :
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TABLE I. ENROLMENTS BY'SUBJECT IN THE COMMERCIAL
COURSE SEPTEMBER 1906 TO JUN“ 1914

e ' s P R Business Forms
: ~Year' Bookkeeping Stenography Typewriting and Laws of
e ; o mroe i S R e T Bu51ness ‘
”p:1906é07cf*‘7«145a~ﬂ'* B e T e
-1907-08 | = 104 | P T - R
= : 1908-69 r g} 150 T S ——— ’ | ;.____‘ & ‘, 1 . -
~1909-10 | 181 o me= prmemenL e m——
Qf;~1910-11 [ L g8 101 | 97 96
: ‘;1912-15%v51~4144“ ~ 144 144 | 107
1'~1913‘14d7 B30 | 254 S 3. ‘ifo~*123k

e The reader should remember, when perusing Table I, that no

Y 1onger was. the study of any commer01al subaect obligatory.fﬁo

g,%’consequently it is to be expected that numbers would not

'ﬂi'equal those of the 1ast few years of the precedlng period.

During the latter part of this second perlod a tre-k

'\tfeﬂmendous development 1n business actiV1ty took plaoe within

‘tfthe Province. Offlce organizatlon became more 1ntricate as
_[71t was geared up to meet greater demands,kand the need for
5?,broader commer01al tralning began to make 1tself felt The

’Qtwo-year program was filling a place in education but it was

Vi,;;turning out many immature young people who were far from

tid sbeing equlpped to meet the requlrements of the bu31ness'

‘/toffice. This fact was mentioned by J. S. Gordon, ngh
“:;School Inspector, 1n his report for 1910-11 when he stated

e ‘The 1ittle technical trainlng that has
*7already been attempted in our: high schools
~calls for some - consideration., A commerclal

.~ course of two years' work is preseribed by
”°¢the Council of Publie Instruotlon, and may
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“school where the local authorities make. pro-
;‘;vision“fOrfit'by-engaging*a gualified teacher or
o teachers,”and'by“providingwthe"necessary St e
;,:eqﬁipmentffdrtthe‘Work;"Qne‘hundred*and one

- students started to take the course last year,

.Of these, only forty-seven presented themselves
for examinations at the close of the year, and =
. only twenty-nine of those were successful. These

»~[are notjencouraging~statistics'for,the~advocates ‘

~ of technical training in the high schools, for
young students, They rather justify one in the
opinion expressed above that many of those -

- Starting to specialize at the very early age of

~fourteen along technical lines, have no strong

- conviction as to what they mean to make their
- life's work, and that others who started out in ,

this course considering it easier than the ordi-
‘'~ - hnary course, but finding it none too easy, em-

- braced,the;first'bgportunity of dropping ocut of

school altogether, S O I IS

be taken during“the;firstftWnyearS"iﬁ*any 

,;kDaring;the neXt'fényears Subjeét-matterkalSO'éame'in for

' jbr9adchitieism'and, as a result of the evident inadequacies

of the;pfogrmm,kannexténéive~ré#isioh’wés made~inj1914;nJ'
 ‘ ;ff»ThQ years 1914-t§n1930'¢omprisé the third;stage in
':~the¥developmén£ of>business'edﬁcation. Theﬂeutstanding!

- advancéSQOf'thekpériGd were;thé extensioﬁfof the timéf |
';;éssigngduto.thefcommércial~5tudies’aﬁd"the‘broadeningféf the
' ~séopéf6fjthe»work pfferédg ;Cﬁrriculum:changés'introdueed‘
'  fromftime to time were mot of sufficient ﬁagnitudeyto’
°7 demand;fur§her periodjblassification."  S

”${lThé:firsthignifidant feature bf tﬁéfnewjprogiaﬁ»Was

~the'eXtensionfoffthg‘time-requirednfdr completion to three

97, S. Gordon, "Inspectors’ Reports--High Schools."

 Fortieth Annual Report of the Public Schools of British

. Columbia, 1910-1011, p. 28,
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;-years;' Pupils had previously flnished their commercial

mrrstudies at the end of two years and as already mentioned

‘*they were immature and 1nsuff1c1ently trained for

"oﬁbusiness pos1tions.; The addition of another year's Work

kpobv1ously made for greater maturity and at the. same time,

u°£kfperm1tted of higher standards of achievement

The second feature was- the addition to the curriculum

'}of studles in economics and civics,'accounting theory,‘

'3”faccounting practlce, business correspondence, statute law

"'fiand penmanship. In addition, subgect matter pertalning to ‘ }

. jbusiness forms was separated from bus1ness law and

'Vx(~recognition was given Tor the first time to the need for a

L]sﬁskills.

 Vassoc1ated With bookkeeping 1nstead. These new subgects,
itogether w1th those already 1ncluded 1n the program, pro~"
; v1ded a far more . comprehensive vocational training 1n the

Lb;needs for efficient buginess service than did the content

‘cof the prev1ous program.c By the 1nclu31on cf economics,

ifsubject whlch.would supply general business knowledge and R

1fpr1nciples rather than strlctly'vocational knowledge and

7 Table II shows the subjects specified by the'
k7Department of Education in September, 1914, for pupils
’uenrolled in classes conducted under the reorganized comec

~Lmerclal program.
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- SUBJECTS SPECIFTED FOR PUPILS OF
THE FIRST SECOND, AND THIRD YEARS OF THE

COMMERCIAL COURSE SEPTEMBER 1914

~Th1rd Year

Flrst Year ' Second Year

',Literature ‘ therature L “a‘therature T

- Composition Comp031tlon S | Arithmetic andg Rapld
Grammar Algebra Calculation
Algebra : | Grammar | Business Corre—;
“Arithmetic Arithmetic: . spondence
‘Typewriting Typewrltlng ‘Penmanshlp ;
Spelling | Spelling Lconomics and Civies
Penmenship ~~Penmanship ; Typewrltlng
‘Bookkeeping and Bookkeeping - Shorthand
: Business Forms e Shorthandk' Business‘Law
~Shorthand Theory Business Law Statute Law '
“Readlng and Orthoepy /Reading and ~Accounting Theory
: ‘ Orthoepy \Accounting Practlce

It should be noted that geometry, a requlslte durlng

~the prev1ous perlod was omitted altogether from the

;‘rrequlrements,'and that bu31ness correspondence took the

'place of comp031tlon for thlrdwyeaﬁ puplls.

It 1s of some:’

"ff 1nterest too that flrstcyear examinatlons were set by the

ﬂ'7ffDepartment of Education in June, 1915 but not thereafter.

’:Second-year Departmental tests contlnued until June, 1917

i ,dlrectlon.

S after which date only thlrd-year tests were under Prov1nclal

Between 1914 and 1925 the only 51gn1flcant change 1n

:‘the bus1ness educatlon currlculum was the remOVal of algebra

ﬁ.and grammar from the flrst-year and second-year requlrements.

’rfBut 1n September, 1925 a maJor adgustment was introduced of

y whlch John Kyle, Organizer of Technlcal Education for the

‘,Prov1nce reported thus:
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~~ The commercial course has been greatly ; ‘ |
- improved during the past year and the changes will 1
be sure to appeal to those'Wh@'have,practicalv,.\~ R ]
office experience and can thus appreciate the kind |
- of ‘knowledge which is of greatest practical value,
~In the third year, for instance, the course is now -
¢+ divided into two sections--(a) secretarial and
- (b) accounting--the Student thus being able to
' gpecialize, The requirements of statute and com-
. mercial law have been reduced to the minimum, it
~ being accepted that a full discussion of those
-subjects is suitable only to the,maturer,minds;ef
~ those who attend university courses. When a chair ; L
"forfc0mmercial-educationshas-been established in T |
-~ the University the legal aspects of business life R
~will be dealt with in an appropriate manner,lO

 Dr. Willls, Superintendent of Education for the Province,

k1
p!
i

© . reported: .
- .o The High Sehool‘COmmercia1:Course~was‘;
~thoroughly revised, In the third year the , o
. subjects of English,fBusiness}Correspondence5 and
, "GOmmerQia1<Geographyfare obligatory for all .
- students. In addition to those subjects, students
must study intensively a course in elther Secre-

‘tarial work or Accounting,ll
. : By thesécéﬁ;@geéﬁspéqiaiizatioh Was;ﬁadé‘possible;for
~ third-year pupils to the extemt that they might choose

‘;betweén studies related to the*secretafial field or\thosef’

i - pertaining to the field of accounting;  The work in law was
';reduced and one final examinatibn‘in~cOmmercial law was

i "subStituted;rgrgpréyipusftests;in business law and statute

~ 1070nn Kyle, "Technical Education, Report of the
- Organizer." Fifty-third Annual Report of the Public Schools
of British Columbia, 1928-1024, p. 76.

i ;,i i 11S; Je Wiilis;\“Repért dthhe Superiﬁtendent;of
. Education, 1923-1924." Fifty-third Annual Report of the
‘Q{Eublic Schools’of:British'Columbia,‘1925-1924, Pe 10,
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, nlaWQ‘ In addltion, economic geography was 1ntroduced 1nto the
‘currlculum, taklng the place of the prev1ous course in

:ﬁeconomlcs. ‘Table III shows the program as outlined by the

Department of Education, a Program whlch continued in effect o f':d

 as far as the bu31ness subJects are concerned until the

next maJor curriculum rev1sion.

o fTTABLE,III. COMMERCIAL PROGRAM OF STUDIES 1925-24

o Flrst Year

Second Year Thlrd Year
Readlng R “Readlng therature
: Penmanshlp “'Penmanship - Composition
. Literature -Literature Commercial Geography
- Composition - Composition Commercial Corre-
. Arithmetic. = | Arithmetic c spondence and . Fillng
- Bookkeeping ~ Bookkeeping ; c
;.Stenography‘_f fstenographyﬂ‘ ) “and
. Typewriting Typewriting o R
.. History ‘Business Law (Shorthand
I O ”'Civ1cs s ¢ (Typewriting

(Stenographlc Practice

or

: (Business Arithmetic .
' (Accountlng Theory
(Accounting Practice
(Commercial Law

An 1ncrease in the number of puplls reglstered in the
dcemmerclal courses was To be expected during thls perlod. ‘
'The total attendance in Britlsh Columbla ¥ high schools had

fiugreatly 1ncreased and bus1ness had called for a much larger
".s number of offlce employees to keep pace Wlth greater ‘
~3activity and greater use ‘of records and statistics, Poss1bly,

”?too, the fact ‘that the school system had ‘broadened its
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‘commercial course was sufficient incentive to attract pupils

ﬁ'l,Who realized that it was no longer necessary to pay the

charges made by the private institution for extensive
‘training.‘ At any rate, registrations in the commercial
vcourses increased frem less than 400 in 1914 to nearly 3 000
: in June, 1930. Tables IV and v show the number studying

each of the business subjects from year to year as noted in

thi'the Department of Education Annnal Reportso

- Care should be taken lest the reader miSinterpret
'Table V. By 1927 28 certain junicr ‘high schools were in'

h operation and Some buSiness subgects were being given to the

‘ ‘pupils thereof. However, typewriting was offered to large

'{fnumbers of pupils who had no- particular interest in intenSive
‘ﬁbuSIDGSS training. Hence when it 1s suggested that |

**registrations had. reached nearly 5 000, this estimete is

h'sfbased on numbers taking commerCial subjects other than type~~
U'Q; 5wr1ting¢, Table VI shows Junior high school registrations in

4 jcertain business subJects between 1927 and 1930 and reference

lto it will help to clarify Table V. & new subgect junior

G ,bus1ness was added to the curriculum of the Junior high

hschool but no figures are available to ‘show how many pupils

‘1engaged in a study cf it Figures for econemic geography are

lacking, due to the fact that the Department of Education, in

:its Annual Reports for the period under con51deration made
Mono differentiation between this course and the more compre=-

]shenSive course taught to pupils following the academic

"*curriculum. ,




BRITISH COLUMBIA HIGH SCHOOLS 1914 - 1926

k TABLE IV. PUPILS STUDYING DIEEERENT COMMERCIAL SUBJECTS IN ’;'f

e Bookkeeping

shorthanay$ypéwriting

. Businessf

Economics

Staﬁute'Law :

| 1914-15

0 1915-16 |
1916-17 |
1917-18

. 191819
1919-20

- 1920-21
1921-22

- 1922-23
192324
192425

- 1925-26

280

802

866
938
976

1,110

979
974
1,238
1,532

‘4%4m1: fo‘
542

1,222

380

~dd:

547
802

866
943

1 995 |
1,185

998 -
846

1,599

380

547

sm
995
1,136

996

847

1,239

1,604

802

IFOTmSS&‘L&W and Civies

L 854 k

305 |

258
378

o
517
809

598
629
439

225
709

e

.55
73

g

55

SR A G

197
146
482
587

S -82 -

TABLE V.

PUPILS STUDYING BIFEERENT COMMERCIAL SUBIECTS IN

BRITISH COLUMBIA SECONDARY SCHBOLS 1926 = 1930 .

Year

192627
~ 1927-28

1928-29

1929230

Bookkeeping

'1,955
2,653
2,802

'vAocountlng

2,860

Shorthand:Tyﬁewiiting-

2 044 -

2,492 |
2,779

2,661 |

2,111

3,334
3,615
4,055

Commeroiol
Law

702
855
1,118 . -
991

‘Cltizenship

‘and

244

385
486

o

‘Business

Correspondence s
 Economies

and Filing

462
- 831
940
1,703
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 TABLE VI. JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL PUPILS STUDYING DIFFERENT
_ COMMERGIAL SUBJEOTS IN BRITISH COLUMBIA, 1927 - 1930

Year | and Shorthand | Typewriting Commercial Law
, | Accounting | | T T ' , '

1927-28| 503 |  @g | 985 | -
l9z8-20| 582 | @75 | 954 | 91y
1o29-30| vee. | s48 | 1,88 | b7

‘The year 1930 has been set as a terminal point for
~the third period under ednsiderationxfof§ iﬁ,Septémbér of

“that year, the cld‘program of‘StUdies was_superseded'by‘an,»

' énﬁiré1&jneWfpfogram/basedionﬂa fQuréyedr:§lan.  This o
change had been hinted at in the 1928-29 report of the
 Superintendent of Bducation when he Stated:

.~ A careful and -thorough revision of the High
School Curriculum has been undertaken., In .
_recent years the Elementary School Programme was
‘revised and enriched and two years ago a Course -
offStudy'wasacompiled‘ror;the,Junier High School,
This type of school has,been~3preadingywith,‘ . ,
remarkable rapidity in this Province, and on that
~account, as well as for many other reasons, it

- Was found advisable to begin a revision of the 2
"High‘SehOOITCurriculum.’ ; f : o -

... . The o0ld Grade X High School Course is not
~well adapted to the needs of students who are
Passing through Grade IX by way of the Junior

‘ HighfSChOol,f,Mbreover,Tthé~ehange from the ”
~Elementary  School to Grade IX of the High School
“1s at present very abrupt. The High School

. Courses are generally considered too heavy. So
- . many new subjects are attempted in the first

_ year that some of the pupils become disheartened

and leave school, or, if they remain, find it

. Decessary to repeat the work of one or two years.,
The principals and teachers of the Normal L
~Schools and the professors of the University con-
sider,that'our;students,areftoo immature on :
entering these institutions. Besides, there are
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~ in the’High School some types of student not
~'well provided for in the prescribed courses.
. Accordingly, a General Committee representing
~ the Department, the large and small High 4
Schools, the rural High School, and the o ,
~University was appointed to go into the matter
.+ of revising the curriculum., The Committee was
“unanimously of the opinion that no revision,-
~however careful or scientific, would be satis-
factory if it were -based on a three-year High -
School Course. Hence it was decided to make new
four-year courses leading to a General Graduation
- Diploma, Normal Entrance, or Junior Matricu-
‘lation....Subject to the approval of the
. Council of Public Instruction, the work of the
General Committee is chiefly to determine the =
. eourses to be given, the subjects of the courses,
~and the allotment of the time for each subject, -
. Special committees of High School experts are
~ 'assisting in the drawing-up of the content of the
- courses, It is expected that the revision will
be completed by Easter, 1930, ‘The new curriculum
- will then be printed and made avallable to all.
the High Schools of the Province,l? :

-;1,With>the7infrbduction1Qf‘the,four;year;plan in 1930

5f{;the éomﬁercial course as a separategentity‘diSappéared,

~ Business subjects on a Qrédit‘basisgwere'made'available for

':[‘;a11 sécondary'scho¢1 pnpi1s who might, if so permitted by

_ their own schools, engage in a study of one or of many such

. subjects. The Department of Education stated in the New

. Programme of Studies of 1930 that a Junior Busimess Diploma,

;aﬁafafseﬁiof)BﬁSiness Diploma;with High Schdoi~Graduation;

°15“wou1d be'granted'to,pﬁpils compléting nihety and 120 credits

26f!Work réspéCti#ély; on CQnditiOn~thatfa certain ﬁortioniof

‘%‘jﬁﬁééé,credits had béeniearhed in business subjects. Yet

-~ 185, 7. Willis, "Report of the Superintendent of
- Bducation, 1928-1929." Fifty-eighth Annual Report of the

~ Public Schools of British Columbia, 1926-1929, p. 1l.
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i;atkno time were such diplomas issued, the Department ,
‘diriactually granting only the newly—established High School o
wf'Graduation Diplomas to pupils earning a minimum of 120 |
wcredits 1nclud1ng the "constant" subjects. |

The neW'program brought changes in both subgect matter

'lwgand course organization. Junior business, a course which had

V:Tbeen planned for the Junior high school was made optional

e for all secondary—pupils. Bu31ness laW'disappeared as a -

;‘separate course, 1ts subject matter belng linked up with

',related toplcs in bookkeeping. Likew1se, penmanship became

k‘lfprimarily the respons1bility of the bookkeeping teacher.
'itmere extensive work was planned and actually carried out in
4’Testenographic practice, or secretarial praetlce as it was

'1edcalled in the new outline.' The work in bookkeeping and

f;business arlthmetic was extended to prov1de for certaln

f)advanoed courses but 1t 1s doubtful whether any pupil ever

‘”*‘actually completed the requlrements set in cost accounting,

»~bus1ness statistics, or mathematics of 1nvestment

;-Slmilarly, a 1aboratory course in mechanical appliances for

'i“use in the office was added but unfortunately no school had

ftor has to this day, acquired adequate equipment to offer the

B instruction outlined. Radio communication subjects Were

'Vfadded for one sohool but as they were not 1n.any way intended

\for students of bus1ness subgects they will not be
"e‘discussed here.

Table VII gives the outline of oourses planned to ;
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become effective in 1930. It is followed immediately by

~ Table VIII, the outline issued by the Department of

| Edﬁcétiongin*1935. ~MinordifferenCSS‘aréﬁto,be?found in
“‘”f coursé,nﬁmbérs:and*cqurse;némes=in the;latter~program,;but\
‘these differehces are'slighﬁ;__ | L
. TABLE VII. COMMERCIAL CURRTCULUM-
__ PROGRAMME OF STUDIES, 1930 -

(1) A Senior Business Diploma with High School graduation

will be granted to a student who obtains 120 credits.

. (2)a jun10T BuSineSS¥Di?loma will be granted to a student
‘ who obtains 90 eredits, = ‘ :

- (8) 'If a student finds it hecessary to leave school at the

: : end, of the first or the second year, he will be '
e granted’a‘certificate_by the‘Principal,‘shoWing
R S - subjects taken and credits gained at school.

. Grade IX. - T L S s Periods
. Constants (24 credits) S N (Credits)
 «2 ‘ .'\English‘l;y;w3}&‘05‘oood+boooof}.oqwoooo&ty 
. SOGi&lJStudiGS'I.Q}.}.&‘,...f.;..b.yq.&;...,
‘Health,and”PhySiCal Education}fooitoboo?b;o
~Junior Business (or Elementary Bookkeeping
and Penmanship or Shorthand I.)..........
TypeWriting I IRy oio‘n- . oo ® c v 6000 eos 0770 PRTRIE . oﬂo - e

(920 &) I SN R & B Y

Variables (6 credits) I
: BU.SiIleSS ArithmetiCo e e okor L) og ° 6 0.8 00 000 26 2e
Junior Business (or Bookkeeping and Penman- -
- ship not taken as a constant)............
Shorthand I. (if not taken as a-constant)..

A_'["b IO‘OWOCQ" ® U0 e 60 s B 