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TU® M e r c e n a r i e s o f An©lent Capt&ag©. 

I n t r o d u c t i o n . 

I t h a s "become a n h i s t o r i c a l commonplace t h a t one o f t h e 

m a i n r e a s o n s f o r t h e d o w n f a l l o f C a r t h a g e was h e r d e p e n d e n c e 

u p on f o r e i g n m e r c e n a r i e s . Owing t o t h e i r own s t u p i d i t y o r 

l a z i n e s s o r c o w a r d i c e o r l o v e o f m e r c a n t i l e p u r s u i t s , vie a r e 

t o l d , t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s p r e f e r r e d t o "buy t h e s e r v i c e s o f f o r 

e i g n s o l d i e r s , r a t h e r t h a n f i g h t f o r t h e i r c o u n t r y t h e m s e l v e s . 

T h i s r e p r o a c h i s a n o l d o n e . L i v y , who t e l l s u s o f Roman 

s o l d i e r s 6 r e f u s i n g t o a c c e p t t h e i r p a y l e s t t h e y m i g h t "be 
1 

c a l l e d m e r c e n a r i e s , i s f o n d o f r e p e a t i n g t h e Roman t a u n t s 

t h a t t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s h a d t h e i r f i g h t i n g done f o r them "by a 

h o s t o f t u r b u l e n t b a r b a r i a n s . L o n g b e f o r e L i v y , B o l y b i u s 

h a d p o i n t e d o u t t h e d a n g e r s i m p l i c i t i n t h e u s e o f m e r c e n a r y 

f o r c e s 3} and h a d c o n t r a s t e d t h e h i r e l i n g s o f C a r t h a g e w i t h 

t h e s t u r d y n a t i v e s o l d i e r y o f Rome . S u c h a c o n t r a s t i s 

e m p h a s i s e d b y s u b s e q u e n t h i s t o r i a n s . Thus we f i n d M o n t e s 

q u i e u s i m p l i f y i n g t h e w h o l e m a t t e r i n t h e w o r d s : '*Les C a r -

t h a g i n o i s s e s e r v a i e n t de t r o u p e s e ' t r a n g e r e s , e t l e s R omalns 

e m p l o y a i e n t l e s l e u r s " A more m o d e r n w r i t e r c o n t i n u e s 

1. L i v y x x i v . 18. 
2 . E.g. L i v y x x i i i . 5 ; x x v i . 40 j x x v i i i . 1 2 . 
3 . P o l y b l u s |. 67A* 
4. I b i d . 8 v i . 5 2 « 3 . 
5 . M o n t e s q u i e u , C o n s i d e r a t i o n s s u r l e s c a u s e s d e l a g r a a d g . 

de s Roma i n s e t d e l e u r d e c a d e n c e , c h . i v . 



t h e t r a d i t i o n t h u s ; 

" i t was, hoY/ever, t h e one f a t a l w e a k n e s s o f t h e 
C a r t h a g i n i a n S t a t e f o r m i l i t a r y p u r p o s e s t h a t 
t h e "bulk o f t h e i r v a s t a r m i e s c o n s i s t e d n o t o f 
t h e i r own c i t i z e n s , n o r e v e n o f a t t a c h e d a n d . 
o b e d i e n t s u b j e c t s , b u t o f f o r e i g n m e r c e n a r i e s " 

I s i t n o t a n o v e r - s i m p l i f i c a t i o n o f t h e p r o b l e m t o make 

t h e employment o f m e r c e n a r i e s t h e r e a s o n f o r t h e c o l l a p s e o f 

t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n power ? I t i s t r u e t h a t on numerous o c c a 

s i o n s t h e m e r c e n a r i e s f a i l e d t h e i r F u n i c p a y m i s t r e s s ; y e t 

when we c o n s i d e r t h e d e f e a t s t h a t t h e s e same s o l d i e r s w e r e 

a b l e t o i n f l i c t on t h e Romans whom t h e h i s t o r i a n s h o l d u p f o r 

o u r a d m i r a t i o n , a r e we r e a l l y j u s t i f i e d i n d e s p i s i n g t h e r u l e r s 

o f C a r t h a g e a n d d e e m i n g t h a t t h e y l e a n t o n what was o b v i o u s l y a 

b r o k e n r e e d ? May t h e f a i l u r e o f t h e m e r c e n a r y s y s t e m be n o t 

r a t h e r a symptom o f some f l a w i n C a r t h a g i n i a n s t a t e c r a f t , a n d 

n o t t h e a c t u a l f l a w i t s e l f ? Was t h e r e some s p e c i a l i n d i c a 

t i o n o f r o t t e n n e s s i n a S t a t e t h a t h i r e d f o r e i g n swordsmen, 

and d i d s u c h a t h i n g a r o u s e w i d e s p r e a d c o n t e m p o r a r y d i s a p p r o v a l ? 

Would i t h a v e b e e n a c l e a r g a i n i f P u n i c b l o o d , a n d o n l y P u n i c 

b l o o d , h a d b e e n p o u r e d f o r t h i n C a r t h a g e 8 s d e f e n c e ? And was 

t h e c u s t o m o f h i r i n g a l i e n s o l d i e r s u n i f o r m t h r o u g h o u t t h e 

h i s t o r y o f C a r t h a g e ? T h e s e random q u e s t i o n s c a l l f o r more 

t h a n a h a s t y a n s w e r . 

The f a l l ; , o f C a r t h a g e f r o m h e r h i g h p l a c e h a s a p a r t i c u 

l a r i n t e r e s t f o r t h e p e o p l e o f t h e B r i t i s h E m p i r e , who h a v e 

1. R. B o s w o r t h S m i t h , C a r t h a g e said t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s , p. 3 7 . 
C f . V i c t o r D u r u y , H i s t o r y o f Rome a n d o f t h e Roman P e o p l e 

( E n g l , t r a n s , e d i t e d b y J . E M a h a f f y ) , i . 4 5 0 - 4 5 8 , 613 ; 
i i . 20. 



I l l 

b e e n g i v e n b y more t h a n one f o r e i g n o b s e r v e r t h e name o f " t h e 

modern C a r t h a g i n i a n s " . I t c a n s c a r c e l y b e t a k e n as a f l a t 

t e r i n g e p i t h e t , f o r t h o u g h i t may c o n n o t e e n t e r p r i s e i n com

m e r c e a n d d a r i n g i n e x p l o r a t i o n , i t i m p l i e s a n a t i o n l a c k i n g 

i n o r i g i n a l c u l t u r e , i n m i l i t a r y p r o w e s s , a n d i n g o v e r n i n g 

a b i l i t y • — a n a t i o n d e s p i s e d b y the. s t r o n g and' h a t e d b y t h e 

weak. The u n f r i e n d l y f o r e i g n e r s e e s a p a r a l l e l b e t w e e n C a r 

t h a g e ' s r i s e t o c o m m e r c i a l p r o s p e r i t y a n d the r i s e o f t h e 
1 

B r i t i s h E m p i r e i n t h e e i g h t e e n t h and n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , 

and p o i n t s o u t how much o f t h e s u c c e s s i n b o t h c a s e s was due 

t o t h e t r a d e r r a t h e r t h a n t o t h e s o l d i e r . B o t h n a t i o n s , o u r 

u n k i n d f o r e i g n c r i t i c w o u l d a d d , t r u s t e d i n t h e i r n a v y , a n d 

when w a r was b r o u g h t home t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l C a r t h a g i n i a n a n d 

t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l E n g l i s h m a n , no l o n g e r p r o t e c t e d b y t h e i r 

f l e e t s , b o t h C a r t h a g e a n d B r i t a i n c e a s e d t o d o m i n a t e . 

The p a r a l l e l j w h i c h a d m i t t e d l y t a k e s a g o o d d e a l f o r . 

g r a n t e d , i s n o t a p l e a s i n g one t o t h e B r i t i s h m i n d . A n d y e t 

t h e r e s e m b l a n c e s b e t w e e n a n c i e n t C a r t h a g e a nd modern B r i t a i n 

f o r some r e s e m b l a n c e s t h e r e a r e , e v e n i f o f f s e t b y d i f f 

e r e n c e s f a r g r e a t e r s h o u l d make i t e a s i e r f o r t h o s e o f 

B r i t i s h r a c e t o s e e t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n a l i t t l e l e s s o u t o f 

f o c u s , a l i t t l e l e s s d i s t o r t e d b y t h e t w i s t e d Roman m i r r o r 

w h e r e i n f o r e v e r h e i s r e f l e c t e d as a n i n f a m o u s f i g u r e . 

A f t e r a l l , i t was n o t a n E n g l i s h m a n b u t a German who w r o t e 
t h e w o r d s ; "The Romans a r e t e r r i b l e l i a r s when t h e y b l a m e 

ts 8 
a n enemy . 

..: A d m i t t e d l y i t i s w e l l - n i g h i m p o s s i b l e t o s e e t h e C a r -
1. G . T . G r i f f i t h , The M e r c e n a r i e s o f t h e H e l l e n i s t i c W o r l d , 

P. 3 7 . 
2. N i e b u h r , L e c t u r e s o n t h e H i s t o r y o f Rome ( E n g l i s h t r a n s 

l a t i o n , L o n d o n , 1849) i i . 71• 



I v 

t h a g i n i a n as h e r e a l l y was. I f h e e v e r w r o t e h i s own h i s t o r y , 

t h e r e c o r d s h a v e d i s a p p e a r e d . We h a v e o n l y t h e h i s t o r i e s 

w r i t t e n "by t h e Roman v i c t o r o r "by t h e G r e e k whom t h e Roman h a d 

c o n q u e r e d . E v e n t h e s c a n t y a r c h a e o l o g i c a l r e m a i n s o f C a r t h a g e 

h a v e "been e x c a v a t e d a n d p r e s e n t e d t o t h e modern w o r l d m a i n l y 

b y t h e i n h e r i t o r s o f t h e Roman s p i r i t . The C a r t h a g i n i a n , u n 

a b l e t o s e t f o r t h h i s own d e f e n c e a s h i s J e w i s h k i n s m a n h a s 

d o n e , h a s b e e n condemned, a n d h i s j u d g e s h a v e p a s s e d t h e h e a v i 

e s t s e n t e n c e o f a l l u p o n h i m t h a t a l l e v i d e n c e i n h i s f a v o u r 

s h o u l d b e d e s t r o y e d t o p r e c l u d e a n a p p e a l . 

/ T h i s t h e s i s i s n o t a n a t t e m p t t o r e h a b i l i t a t e t h e P u n i c 

name. I t m e r e l y a i m s t o t r a c e t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n u s e o f m e r c e n 

a r i e s w i t h i n t h e l i m i t s t h a t h i s t o r y a f f o r d s a n d t o e s t a b l i s h 

some r e l a t i o n b e t w e e n i t and t h e d o w n f a l l o f t h e A f r i c a n S t a t e . 

B u t f i r s t i t was n e c e s s a r y t o c o n f e s s t h a t a f t e r Rome's f i n a l 

v i c t o r y t h e e v i d e n c e f o r a n y t h i n g a t a l l i n C a r t h a g i n i a n h i s 

t o r y was o b s c u r e d i f n o t u t t e r l y d e s t r o y e d . 

•» *• •» «• * •«• 



C h a p t e r I . 

Mercenaries'.. A n c i e n t - a n d M o d e r n , 

What i s a m e r c e n a r y ? 

The f i r s t a n s w e r t h a t most p e o p l e w o u l d g i v e t o t h i s 

q u e s t i o n i s 5 "A s o l d i e r who s e r v e s f o r h i r e " . B u t t h i s 

w o u l d e q u a t e t h e m e r c e n a r y w i t h a n y p r o f e s s i o n a l s o l d i e r , so 

t h a t o n l y t h e u n p a i d s o l d i e r c o u l d e s c a p e a n a p p e l l a t i o n 

w h i c h h a s n e v e r "been f e l t t o he f l a t t e r i n g . We a r e c l o s e r 

when, we d e f i n e a m e r c e n a r y a s & man who f i g h t s s o l e l y a s t h e 

r e s u l t o f a m o n e t a r y c o n t r a c t a n d n o t b e c a u s e h i s s e r v i c e s 

f u l f i l a d u t y o r a p r i n c i p l e . B u t how a b o u t t h e man who 

j o i n s t h e r e g u l a r army o f h i s own c o u n t r y --- i s h e a m e r c e n 

a r y .?•• No, most p e o p l e w o u l d r e p l y ; a m e r c e n a r y i s a s o l 

d i e r ?tfio s e r v e s a f o r e i g n m a s t e r f o r h i r e , e s p e c i a l l y a f o r 

e i g n m a s t e r who h a s ho power t o e x a c t s u c h s e r v i c e f r o m h i m 

a n d t h e r e f o r e h a s t o p u r c h a s e i t . Thus i n t h e P e r s i a n E m p i r e 

o f o l d , t h e G r e a t K i n g o f t e n b o u g h t t h e s e r v i c e s o f t h e w i l d 

m o u n t a i n e e r s whose f a s t n e s s e s h e c o u l d n o t c o n q u e r j a n d i n 

modern t i m e s , t h e G u r k h a s h a v e s e r v e d i n t h e B r i t i s h a r m i e s i n 

I n d i a On a somewhat s i m i l a r b a s i s . L e v i e s f r o m a s u b j u g a t e d , 

o r d e p e n d e n t n a t i o n c a n n o t b e c o n s i d e r e d r e a l m e r c e n a r i e s . 

T h i s i s a n i m p o r t a n t d i s t i n c t i o n , t h o u g h , as we s h a l l s e e 

l a t e r , i t i s o f t e n i m p o s s i b l e t o e s t a b l i s h i t I n a d i s c u s s i o n 

o f t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n a r m i e s , b e c a u s e o f i n a d e q u a t e o r c o n 

f l i c t i n g h i s t o r i c a l d a t a . The w o r d " m e r c e n a r y 1 ' I m p l i e s a 

c e r t a i n f r e e d o m o f c h o i c e o n t h e p a r t o f t h e p e r s o n who s e l l s 



t h e m e r c e n a r y ' s s e r v i c e s . T h i s p e r s o n i s n o r m a l l y "but "by 

no means n e c e s s a r i l y t h e m e r c e n a r y h i m s e l f : we must remem

b e r t h a t s o l d i e r s h a v e b e e n r e n t e d o r s o l d b y t h e i r ovm 

r u l e r s - — a p r a c t i c e , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t made i n f a m o u s t h e 

names o f c e r t a i n German p r i n c e s o f t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 

I t i s g e n e r a l l y t h o u g h t t h a t t h e n a t i o n s e m p l o y i n g mer

c e n a r i e s a r e n e c e s s a r i l y u n w a r l i k e , . t h a t men who h i r e f i g h t e r s 

c a n n o t o r d a r e n o t f i g h t t h e m s e l v e s . A n c i e n t E g y p t s e r v e s as 
i 

an e x a m p l e : a t no t i m e h a v e t h e n a t i v e s o f t h a t c o u n t r y 

b e e n d i s t i n g u i s h e d a s w a r r i o r s . B u t t h e r e h a v e b e e n o t h e r 

r e a s o n s f o r t h e employment o f m e r c e n a r i e s . Sometimes t h e y 

h a v e s a f e g u a r d e d d e s p o t s a n d o l i g a r c h i e s a g a i n s t s, p o p u l a r 

u p r i s i n g , e s p e c i a l l y ' ' w h e n t h e f o r e i g n h i r e l i n g h a s known t h a t 

d e f e a t f o r h i s p a y m a s t e r means d e s t r u c t i o n f o r h i m s e l f . So 

we f i n d t h e t y r a n t s o f a n c i e n t G r e e c e u s u a l l y d e p e n d i n g o n 

m e r c e n a r i e s f o r t h e i r p ower 

A.gain, e v e n a w a r l i k e p e o p l e may e m p l o y m e r c e n a r i e s ; i n 

w h i c h e a s e we f i n d , more o f t e n t h a n n o t , , t h a t t h e l a t t e r f a l l 

i n t o two c l a s s e s t h a t d i f f e r f r o m e a c h o t h e r a n d a l s o f r o m t h e 

i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e c o u n t r y . I n t h e f i r s t p l a c e , we may f i n d 

a b a c k w a r d c o u n t r y r e n t i n g t h e s e r v i c e s o f a m i l i t a r y e x p e r t A 

f r o m some S t a t e more f a m i l i a r w i t h a d v a n c e d m i l i t a r y t e c h n i q u e . 

X a n t h i p p u s t h e S p a r t a n may s e r v e h e r e f o r a n a n c i e n t e x a m p l e ; 

i n o u r own d a y we h a v e s e e n E u r o p e a n o f f i c e r s o n t h e p a y r o l l 

o f C h i n a a n d A b y s s i n i a . T h i s t y p e , w h i c h we may c a l l t h e 
T~* F o r m e n t i o n o f E g y p t i a n s 1 e m p l o y i n g G r e e k m e r c e n a r i e s i n 

t h e s i x t h c e n t u r y B.C., s e e M.N.Tod's G r e e k H i s t o r i c a l  
I n s c r i p t i o n s , - p p . 6-7. 

2. See f o r e x a m p l e P o l y b i u s x i . 13 1 x i i i . 6. 



" Q u a l i t y " m e r c e n a r y , i s o f t e n h i r e d when a b a c k w a r d S t a t e e x 

p e c t s o r e x p e r i e n c e s c o n f l i c t w i t h a S t a t e whose s o l d i e r s a r e 

s u p e r i o r t o i t s own. The s e c o n d t y p e i s what we may c a l l t h e 

" Q u a n t i t y " m e r c e n a r y , who i s h i r e d b e c a u s e h i s l i f e i s c h e a p e r 

than--the l i f e o f a s o l d i e r o f t h e e m p l o y i n g n a t i o n , o r b e c a u s e 

h e i s b e t t e r atele t o e n d u r e some l o c a l c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s 

t h e G u r k h a s f r o m t h e s e m i - i n d e p e n d e n t H i m a l a y a n S t a t e s a r e p e r 

h a p s t h e c l o s e s t modern p a r a l l e l , t h o u g h a s t h e y r e c e i v e t h e i r 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g f r o m B r i t i s h o f f i c e r s a n d c o n f o r m i n l a r g e 

d e g r e e t o t h e B r i t i s h • p a t t e r n , t h e y a r e b y no means a r e a l 

e q u i v a l e n t o f t h e a n c i e n t mfr&tonary, who a s a r u l e b r o u g h t 

w i t h h i m h i s own weapons a n d h i s own methods o f f i g h t i n g . 

I t I s d i f f i c u l t , h o w e v e r , t o f i n d t r u e modern p a r a l l e l s , 

b e c a u s e t h e a c t u a l m e r c e n a r y s o l d i e r h a s become c o m p a r a t i v e l y 

r a r e i n o u r modern w o r l d . The f o r e i g n s o l d i e r who s e r v e s 

nowadays w i t h t h e f o r c e s o f a . ; l e s s m i l i t a r i s e d c o u n t r y t h a n 

h i s own, i s o f t e n n o t so much a r e a l m e r c e n a r y as a t e c h n i c a l 

a d v i s e r o r o b s e r v e r s e n t a b r o a d t o f u r t h e r t h e i n t e r e s t s o f 

h i s own S t a t e , e i t h e r b y w i d e n i n g a " s p h e r e o f i n f l u e n c e * 1 o r 

b y a c q u i r i n g u s e f u l k n o w l e d g e b o t h t e c h n i c a l a n d p o l i t i c a l . 

P e r h a p s i f we y i e l d f o r a moment t o c y n i c i s m , we may d e c l a r e 

t h e t r u e m o d e r n m e r c e n a r y , t o b e t h e i n t e r n a t i o n a l m a n u f a c t u r e r 

o f arms and m u n i t i o n s . 

B e - t h a i a s i t may, c o m p a r a t i v e l y f e w p e o p l e nowadays 

s e l l t h e i r s e r v i c e s as s o l d i e r s o f f o r t u n e j and t h e r e a r e 

many r e a s o n s why t h i s i s s o . F i r s t , e x i l e a s a p u n i s h m e n t 

I s so much r a r e r t h a n I n a n c i e n t t i m e s t h a t t h e r e no l o n g e r 
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i s a g r e a t h o s t o f l a n d l e s s men r e a d y t o s e l l t h e i r s e r v i c e s . 

The c r i m i n a l who t a k e s r e f u g e i n a f o r e i g n l a n d i s n o t u s u a l l y 

w e l c o m e d as a p o t e n t i a l f i g h t i n g man, n o r , f o r t h a t m a t t e r , i s 

t h e p o l i t i c a l r e f u g e e . S e c o n d l y , most c o u n t r i e s h a v e e n l i s t 

ment l e g i s l a t i o n i n t e n d e d t o p r e v e n t t h e i r own c i t i z e n s f r o m 

t a k i n g s e r v i c e a b r o a d a n d a l i e n s f r o m e n t e r i n g t h e n a t i o n a l 

d e f e n c e f o r c e . M o r e o v e r , i f a n a l i e n i s p e r m i t t e d t o e n l i s t 

( as i n t h e F r e n c h F o r e i g n L e g i o n ) , h e i s r a r e l y o n a m e r c e n 

a r y f o o t i n g o n c e h e h a s t a k e n t h e o a t h o f a l l e g i a n c e : t h e 

c o n t r a c t b e t w e e n h i m and h i s e m p l o y e r i s n o t a c o m m e r c i a l one 

a t a l l . He h a s become t o a l l i n t e n t s a n d p u r p o s e s a s o l d i e r 

o f t h e e m p l o y i n g Power ; a n d , l i k e t h e n a t i v e - b o r n , i s s u b 

j e c t e d t o a d i s c i p l i n e t h a t a l l o w s no h a g g l i n g o v e r p a y . A 

t h i r d p o i n t i s t h a t a m o d e r n s o l d i e r ' s p ay i n war o r p e a c e i s 

a v e r y s l i g h t r e m u n e r a t i o n . I t i s t r u e t h a t t h e a n c i e n t mer

c e n a r y was o f t e n b a d l y p a i d a l s o a n d t h a t h i s meagre s a l a r y 

was o f t e n s e v e r a l months i n a r r e a r s , b u t h e u s u a l l y was a b l e 

t o make a b i t e x t r a b y p l u n d e r , w h e r e a s m o d e r n a r m i e s a r e p r o 

h i b i t e d b y s t r i n g e n t A r t i c l e s o f War f r o m t a k i n g , c o n c e a l i n g , 

or. s e l l i n g c a p t u r e d p r o p e r t y . 

B u t t h o u g h t h e m e r c e n a r y ' s c a l l i n g may h a v e f a l l e n o n 

e v i l d a y s , i n t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d h e was a v e r y i m p o r t a n t f i g 

u r e . N o r was C a r t h a g e t h e o n l y n a t i o n o r t h e f i r s t n a t i o n 

t o h i r e m e r c e n a r i e s : t h e y w e r e i n u s e l o n g b e f o r e t h e B a t t l e 

o f H i m e r a , f i g h t i n g f o r t h e k i n g s o f B a b y l o n , P e r s i a , a n d 
1 

E g y p t , a s w e l l as f o r many a l e s s e r m o n a r c h . G r e e k c i t , i e s 
1. F o r a " g e n e r a l a c c o u n t o f e a r l y m e r c e n a r i e s , s e e ( D a r e m b e r g -

S a g l i o , D i e t , d e s a n t l q . g r e c . e t rom., s . v . " M e r c e n a r i i " . 



e m p l o y e d them a f t e r t h e P e r s i a n i n v a s i o n s : A t h e n s , f o r i n -

s t a n c e , h i r e d some r u f f i a n l y T h r a c i a n p e l t a s t s i n 414 B.C, 

P h i l i p o f Macedon u s e d them, and s o d i d t h e G r e e k c i t i e s t h a t 

h e c r u s h e d . M e r c e n a r i e s w e r e i n t h e a r m i e s o f A l e x a n d e r t h e 

G r e a t , a n d came t o p l a y a l e a d i n g p a r t i n t h o s e o f h i s s u c c e s s -
- 2 

o r s . I c a n n o t h e r e do more t h a n s p e a k i n t h e most g e n e r a l 

t e r m s : i t i s enough t o s a y t h a t O a r t h a g e , i n e m p l o y i n g mer

c e n a r i e s , was m e r e l y f o l l o w i n g a n a n c i e n t p r e c e d e n t . 

What t y p e o f men became m e r c e n a r i e s ? A s f a r as t h e 

G r e e k s a r e c o n c e r n e d - — a n d we know f a r more a b o u t G r e e k s t h a n 

a b o u t b a r b a r i a n s we c a n s a y t h a t t h e r e - w e r e - t h r e e c l a s s e s 

o f men, C l a s s e s n o t a l w a y s d i s t i n c t : t h e a d v e n t u r o u s , t h e 

p o o r , and t h e r e f u g e e . ' . T h e r e w e r e o f t e n men o f e d u c a t i o n 

among them ; X e n o p h o n , f o r i n s t a n c e . Sometimes e v e n t h e 

w a n d e r i n g S o p h i s t was w i l l i n g t o p u t h i s t h e o r e t i c a l k n o w l e d g e ^ 

a t t h e d i s p o s a l o f a n a l i e n m a s t e r ; a famous e x a m p l e o f t h i s 

i s t h a t p h i l o s o p h e r who t r i e d t o g i v e a S t a f f C o l l e g e l e c t u r e 

I n t h e p r e s e n c e o f H a n n i b a l t h e G r e a t ^ . T h e r e may h a v e b e e n 

a number o f r u n a w a y s l a v e s among G r e e k m e r c e n a r i e s , e s p e c i a l l y 

men.who h a d b e e n e n s l a v e d b y e n e m i e s o r p i r a t e s , b u t o n t h e 

w h o l e m e r c e n a r i e s , - G r e e k a n d - b a r b a r i a n a l i k e , m ust h a v e b e e n -

f r e e men, t h o u g h p o o r . We may w e l l d o u b t t h e a s s e r t i o n o f a 

1. T h u c y d i d e s v i i . 2 7 . 2 , 
2 . See f o r i n s t a n c e t h e . f o l l o w i n g b o o k s j E.Ry Bevam, The H o u s e 

o f S e l e u c u s j P. J o u g u e t , M a c e d o n i a n I m p e r i a l i s m ; W, 
T a r n , H e l l e n i s t i c C i v i l i s a t i o n ; a l s o t h e f i r s t s e v e n 
c h a p t e r s o f G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . 

^ C i c e r o , De o r a t o r e , i i . 18. 
3. An e x c e l l e n t summary o f a n c i e n t m i l i t a r y t h e o r y i s C o l . O.L. 

V ^ S p a u l d l n g ' s P e n a n d Sword i n G r e e c e a n d Rome. 



modern w r i t e r t h a t s l a v e s w e r e t h e f i r s t m e r c e n a r i e s , s e r v i n g 

i n t h e b e g i n n i n g " u n d e r t h e i r o w n e r s , a s i m p e d i m e n t a o f t h e 

army" , and l a t e r a s s u m i n g t h e d i g n i t y o f c o m b a t a n t s , f o r i t 

was n o t t h e c u s t o m o f t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d t o t r a i n s l a v e s a s s o l 

d i e r s , e v e n w i t h t h e I n t e n t i o n o f r e n t i n g them o u t f o r p r o f i t . 

T hey w e r e o f c o u r s e s o m e t i m e s f o u n d c o n v e n i e n t f o r c e r t a i n 

p o l i c e d u t i e s , l i k e t h o s e p e r f o r m e d b y S c y t h i a n s i n a n c i e n t 

A t h e n s ^ 

I t i s n o t a l w a y s e a s y , I n t h e l i g h t o f e x t a n t h i s t o r i c a l 

d a t a , t o d i v i d e m e r c e n a r i e s i n t o t h e c a t e g o r i e s o f G r e e k and 

b a r b a r i a n . We do know t h a t t h e companions- o f X e n o p h o n w e r e 

G r e e k s , and t h a t X a n t h i p p u s , t h e most famous I n d i v i d u a l m e r c e n 

a r y i n t h e h i s t o r y o f ' C a r t h a g e , was a L a c e d a e m o n i a n , b u t t h e 

h i s t o r i a n s w e r e r a r e l y so g e n e r o u s w i t h t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n . ' I n 

H e l l e n i s t i c w a r f a r e t h e b a r b a r i a n m e r c e n a r y p l a y e d a v e r y g r e a t 

p a r t ; a n d i n C a r t h a g i n i a n w a r f a r e , a n a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e p a r t . 

We must n o t be m i s l e d b y e t h n i c names i l l t h e f o r m e r c a s e 2 , 

Terms l i k e " M a c e d o n i a n " ^ / ' G r e t a n ^ j " T a r e n t i n e " , a n d t h e l i k e 

b y t h e t i m e o f t h e F i r s t P u n i c War u s u a l l y i n d i c a t e d a t y p e o f 

s o l d i e r r a t h e r t h a n a p u r e l y r a c i a l c o n t i n g e n t . T h e r e i s a 

somewhat s i m i l a r m o d e r n p a r a l l e l i n t h e . F r e n c h Z o u a v e s , whose' 

name was o r i g i n a l l y t h a t o f a n A r a b t r i b e , b u t h e r e we f i n d a n 

1. G, O s b o r n e Ward, The A n c i e n t L o w l y , 1.77. 
2. G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , e s p . p. 2 5 0 . 
3., M. G a r y , The G r e e k W o r l d f r o m 325 t o 146 B.C.. p. 2 3 2 . 



i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e j t h e modern Z o u a v e s a r e r e a l l y w h i t e 

F r e n chmen, w h e r e a s t h e M a c e d o n i a n s and o t h e r a n c i e n t m i l i t a r y 

f o r c e s w i t h G r e e k names came i n p r o c e s s o f t i m e t o be l a r g e l y 

composed o f b a r b a r i a n s . 

I t was q u i t e n a t u r a l t h a t t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s s h o u l d t u r n 

t o t h e b a r b a r i a n r a t h e r t h a n t o t h e C r e e k when t h e y w a n t e d a 
s c a n t y 

m e r c e n a r y s o l d i e r . However/may b e t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y o f C a r 

t h a g e , we know f o r a f a c t t h a t h e r e x p a n s i o n i s t t e n d e n c i e s 

w e r e t o w a r d t h e West, so t h a t t h e r e was l i t t l e l i k e l i h o o d o f 

h e r h a v i n g t o f a c e t h e t r a i n e d G r e e k h o p l l t e i n b a t t l e . H e r 

f i r s t m e r c e n a r i e s w e r e i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y t h e " S e p o y s " o f a 

t r a d i n g company, a n a t i v e p o l i c e i n t e n d e d m e r e l y t o g u a r d a 

t r a d i n g - p o s t a g a i n s t m a r a u d e r s who w e r e p o o r l y armed and w o r s e 

o r g a n i s e d . L i k e t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e p a r e n t c o u n t r y o f 

P h o e n i c i a , t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s p r e f e r r e d t r a d i n g t o f i g h t i n g , 

and f o r t h e f i r s t f e w c e n t u r i e s ' a f t e r t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f t h e i r 

c i t y t h e y seem t o h a v e made a v e r y s p a r i n g u s e o f m i l i t a r y 

f o r c e . 

E e f o r e we d i s c u s s t h e w a r s i n t o w h i c h C a r t h a g e was 

e v e n t u a l l y d r a w n , i t w i l l b e a s w e l l t o e x a m i n e b r i e f l y t h e 

P u n i c S t a t e as a w h o l e , i n a n a t t e m p t t o r e l a t e t h e m e r c e n a r y 

s y s t e m t o t h e c i t y t h a t e m p l o y e d i t . 
o 
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C h a p t e r I I . 

Some C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s o f t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n S t a t e . 

The u l t i m a t e c o l l a p s e o f C a r t h a g e h a s c a u s e d h i s t o r i a n s 

t o e m p h a s i s e t h e l a t e n t r o t t e n n e s s o f t h e P u n i c c h a r a c t e r ; 

i t s c r u e l t y , i t s d e g r a d e d r e l i g i o u s s u p e r s t i t i o n , I t s p o l i t i c a l 

c o r r u p t i o n , i t s unashamed c o m m e r c i a l i s m , i t s d i s r e g a r d f o r c u l 

t u r e , i t s b a r b a r i c l o v e o f l u x u r y and s p l e n d o u r . A n d y e t a 

s t u d y o f a n c i e n t h i s t o r i a n s n o t i n t h e l e a s t t o b e a c c u s e d 

o f p r o - C a r t h a g i n i a n f e e l i n g makes i t c l e a r t h a t t h e r e was 

o r i g i n a l l y s o m e t h i n g i n t h e P u n i c S t a t e t h a t won t h e a d m i r a t i o n 

e v e n o f t h e c r i t i c a l G r e e k a n d o f t h e h o s t i l e Roman. C i c e r o , 
a t 

who l i v e d / a t i m e when f e a r o f C a r t h a g e c o u l d no l o n g e r w a rp 

Roman j u d g e m e n t , a d m i t t e d t h a t o n l y wisdom, a nd s t a t e s m a n s h i p ft 
1 

c o u l d h a v e e n a b l e d t h a t c i t y t o • • f l o u r i s h f o r s i x c e n t u r i e s ; 

and l o n g b e f o r e C i c e r o , A r i s t o t l e , who rarbtely b o t h e r e d t o s t u d y 

b a r b a r i a n s y s t e m s o f g o v e r n m e n t , showed t h a t - h i s r a t h e r s c a n t y 

k n o w l e d g e o f t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n c o n s t i t u t i o n i m p r e s s e d h i m , o n 

t h e w h o l e , f a v o u r a b l y . I n s t e a d o f g r o v e l l i n g b e f o r e a mon

a r c h I n t h e u s u a l O r i e n t a l way, t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s h a d a b a l 

a n c e d c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t h e t y p e t h a t we " a r e a p t t o c o n s i d e r 

t h e p e c u l i a r p r o p e r t y o f t h e I n d o - G e r m a n i c r a c e s J , w i t h 
T. C i c e r o , De r e p u b l l c a , 1. F r a g . 3 : "nee t a n t u r n K a r t h a g o 

h a b u i s s e t opum s e s c e n t o s f e r e annos s i n e c o n s i l l i s e t 
d i s c i p l i n a " . 

2. A r i s t o t l e , p o l i t i c s , i i . , e s p . c h . 11. 
3. R. B o s w o r t h S m i t h , o p . c i t . , p. 2 1 . 



a u t h o r i t y s h a r e d among k i n g s , s e n a t e a n d a s s e m b l y . 

E v e n t h o u g h t h i s p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t d i d n o t f r e e t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s f r o m ^ a r e l i g i o n as l i c e n t i o u s as i t was c r u e l , 

i t w o u l d be d i f f i c u l t t o show t h a t t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n S t a t e was 

e v e r u n d e r r e a l t h e o c r a t i c d o m i n a t i o n , o r t h a t s u p e r s t i t i o n 

p l a y e d much p a r t i n i m p e d i n g commerce, w a r , o r g o v e r n m e n t . 

Human s a c r i f i c e i s a d m i t t e d l y a d r e a d f u l t h i n g , b u t n e i t h e r 

G r e e c e n o r Rome ca n show a n e n t i r e l y c l e a r r e c o r d i n t h i s r e - . 

s p e c t -- s t i l l l e s s t h a t G e r m a n i c p a g a n i s m i n w h i c h , some p e o p l e 

f i n d t h e o r i g i n s o f f r e e p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . I t w o u l d b e 

d i f f i c u l t t o e s t a b l i s h a c o n n e x i o n b e t w e e n t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n 

r e l i g i o n o f human s a c r i f i c e a n d t h e c a l l o u s u n c o n c e r n w i t h 

w h i c h t h e R e p u b l i c s q u a n d e r e d t h e l i v e s o f i t s m e r c e n a r i e s . I f 

t h e l i f e o f t h e s t r a n g e r was c h e a p a t C a r t h a g e , t h a t c i t y was 

no d i f f e r e n t f r o m many a n o t h e r c i t y o f t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d . 

I n C a r t h a g e , a s i n a l l o t h e r a n c 1 e n t c i t i e s , t h e l i f e o f 

t h e c i t i z e n was i n f i n i t e l y more p r e c i o u s t h a n t h a t o f a n y a l i e n 

c o u l d p o s s i b l y b e , no m a t t e r what s e r v i c e s t h e a l i e n m i g h t h a v e 

r e n d e r e d t o t h e S t a t e . T o s a v e a C a r t h a g i n i a n ' s l i f e b y s u b 

s t i t u t i n g a h i r e d a l i e n f o r h i m o n t h e b a t t l e f i e l d was b y no 

means s u c h a f o o l i s h p r a c t i c e as i t h a s b e e n made t o a p p e a r . 

The f a i l u r e t o g l o r i f y t h e m i l i t a r y p r o f e s s i o n h a d a t l e a s t 

one a d v a n t a g e : i t t e n d e d t o p r e v e n t a s u c c e s s f u l g e n e r a l f r o m 

o v e r t h r o w i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l b a l a n c e o f t h e S t a t e a n d b e c o m i n g a 

d i c t a t o r . A t t h e same t i m e , t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s g a v e t h e i r 

g e n e r a l s a l o n g e r t e n u r e o f o f f i c e t h a n t h a t e n j o y e d b y t h e 

Roman c o n s u l ; t h e y w e r e p e r m i t t e d t o l e a r n t h e i r p r o f e s s i o n 



b u t n o t t o t u r n i t t o p o l i t i c a l a d v a n t a g e . I f P u n i c g e n e r a l s 

b e f o r e t h e t i m e o f H a m i l c a r B a r e a w e r e o f t e n d e f e a t e d , we s h o u l d 

r a t h e r b l a m e t h e men who c h o s e them, t h a n s e e i n t h e w h o l e 

n a t i o n a r a c e o f i n c o m p e t e n t , c o w a r d l y h u c k s t e r s . 

When a l l i s s a i d and d one, t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s y s t e m d i d 

w o r k w e l l f o r a v e r y l o n g t i m e . As F r e e m a n h a s w e l l o b s e r v e d , 

s u c h a d o m i n i o n as t h a t w h i c h C a r t h a g e e x e r c i s e d c o u l d n e v e r 

h a v e b e e n won b y t h e arms o f h e r own c i t i z e n s , 1 3 I t shows 

t h e w o n d e r f u l w isdom o f h e r r u l e r s f r o m age t o age t h a t she 

c o u l d f o r so many g e n e r a t i o n s c o n t i n u e t o w i e l d s o d a n g e r o u s a 

weapon, and c o u l d l i v e t h r o u g h t h a t f r i g h t f u l r e v o l t o f h e r own 

m e r c e n a r i e s " --- a f a r more t e r r i b l e p e r i l t h a n t h e n e a r e s t 

modern p a r a l l e l t h a t . F r e e m a n c a n f i n d , t h e I n d i a n M u t i n y o f 

1857, And t h i s p o l i t i c a l w i s d o m was shown a l s o b y t h e r e m a r k 

a b l e way i n w h i c h a l l t h e ' P h o e n i c i a n c o l o n i e s i n t h e W e s t e r n 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n , some o f them o l d e r t h a n C a r t h a g e h e r s e l f , a c 

k n o w l e d g e d h e r as t h e i r h e a d and l i v e d a t p e a c e w i t h one ano

t h e r w h i l e t h e G r e e k s , b o t h a t home and i n Magna G r a e c i a , a l 

l o w e d t h e i r r i v a l r i e s t o be t h e i r r u i n 2 . 

1, E. A, Freeman, H i s t o r y o f S i c i l y , 1. 292. 
2. I h n e , H i s t o r y o f Rome, i i . 10 ( E n g l . t r a n s . , L o n d o n , 1871). 

C f . a l s o F r e e m a n , o p . c i t . , i v . 4 1 8 : "When we s e e how 
l i t t l e l o v e t h e r e was b e t w e e n C a r t h a g e a n d h e r n e i g h b o u r s 
e v e n o f h e r own r a c e we wonder t h e more a t t h e w i d e 
s p r e a d power w h i c h r e s t e d on so s m a l l a b a s i s o f p h y s i c a l 
s t r e n g t h a t home". F o r a d i f f e r e n t o p i n i o n , s e e G r o t e ' s 
H i s t o r y o f G r e e c e , v i i i . 375 I I • M o d e m s S i c u l u s , how
e v e r makes i t c l e a r t h a t many 4 t h . - c e n t u r y S i c i l i a n s a nd 
S i c a n i a n s p r e f e r r e d a C a r t h a g i n i a n m a s t e r t o D i o n y s i u s o f 

. S y r a c u s e ( x i v . 4 1 , 55, 5&, 76, 7 7 ) . 



I f 

N o r was s u c h harmony due t o a n e s s e n t i a l p o l t r o o n e r y I; 

t h e P u n i c s o u l . l i m e ' s r e m a r k s a r e w o r t h q u o t a t i o n a t some 

l e n g t h : 

•" how c o u l d a p e o p l e h a v e 'been w a n t i n g I n w a r l i k e 
s p i r i t who b r a v e d t h e s t o r m s and r o c k s o f e v e r y s e a , 
who e s t a b l i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s o n e v e r y c o a s t , and s u b 
d u e d t h e w i l d e s t a nd b o l d e s t r a c e s ? I f t h e C a r 
t h a g i n i a n s f o r m e d t h e i r a r m i e s o u t o f h i r e d f o r e i g n 
t r o o p s and n o t o u t o f c i t i z e n s , t h e c a u s e i s n o t t o 
be f o u n d i n t h e i r want o f c o u r a g e o r d e f i c i e n t p a t 
r i o t i s m . The men, a n d e v e n t h e women, o f C a r t h a g e 
w e r e e v e r r e a d y t o s a c r i f i c e t h e i r l i v e s f o r t h e de
f e n c e o f t h e i r homes j b u t f o r t h e i r f o r e i g n w a r s 
t h e y c o u n t e d t h e b l o o d o f c i t i z e n s t o o d e a r . A mer
c e n a r y army c o s t t h e s t a t e l e s s t h a n &h army o f c i t i 
z e n s , who w e r e much t o o v a l u a b l e a s a r t i z a n s o r mer
c h a n t s , as o f f i c i a l s o r o v e r s e e r s , t o s e r v e as common 
s o l d i e r s . .... L o v e o f t h e m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e a s a p r o 
f e s s i o n and o c c u p a t i o n o f l i f e i s n e v e r f o u n d i n t h e 
mass o f a n a d v a n c e d p e o p l e w h e r e t h e v a l u e o f l a b o u r 
r a n k s h i g h . Yfe must n o t o n t h i s a c c o u n t r e p r o a c h 
s u c h a n a t i o n w i t h c o w a r d i c e . The E n g l i s h a r e s u r 
p a s s e d b y no p e o p l e o f E u r o p e i n b r a v e r y ; and y e t 
i n E n g l a n d , e x c e p t t h e o f f i c e r s , none b u t t h e l o w e s t 
c l a s s e s a d o p t a s o l d i e r ' s l i f e , b e c a u s e i t i s t h e 
w o r s t p a i d . Of c o u r s e i n t i m e s o f n a t i o n a l e n t h u 
s i a s m o r d a n g e r i t i s d i f f e r e n t " ' . 

The C a r t h a g i n i a n s i n t h e e a r l i e s t t i m e s a p p e a r t o h a v e 

a t t a c h e d c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e i m p o r t a n c e t o mere p r e s t i g e . 

They w e r e w i l l i n g t o r e c o g n i s e i n a n o m i n a l way t h e s u p r e m a c y 

o f t h e G r e a t K i n g ; and u n t i l a b o u t 450 B.C. t h e y may e v e n 

h a v e p a i d g r o u n d - r e n t t o t h e L i b y a n s f o r t h e l a n d o n w h i c h 

t h e i r c i t y s t o o d . E v e n I h n e , who d o u b t s w h e t h e r s u c h p a y 

ment was made, d e c l a r e s t h a t i f i t h a d b e e n s o , i t s t i l l 

w o u l d n o t p r o v e t h a t t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s w e r e d e f i c i e n t i n 

1. I h n e , op. c i t . , i i , 8 - 9 . 
2. Mommsen,' H i s t o r y o f Rome, i i . 137 ( E n g l , t r a n s . , L o n d o n , 

1894). H i s a u t h o r i t y i s J u s t i n x v i i i . 5 . 



1 2 . 

p o l i t i c a l capacity ; the B r i t i s h , he points out, acknowledged 

the Great Mogul as the nominal sovereign of India t i l l 1827 

The smallness of the actual Carthaginian army was pa r t l y 

due to the p o l i t i c a l system of the State. The r u l i n g o l i 

garchy was not w i l l i n g that there should be a large c i t y mob 

of poor but free c i t i z e n s who might r e a l i s e t h e i r own strength 

and take over the gotoerruaent. Accordingly, i n Carthage' s 

early history, the poorer cit i z e n s were sent out to distant 

colonies 2, where they not only maintained Carthaginian power 

but were made incapable of d i c t a t i n g to the oligarchy. Mo 

doubt, the less the p r o l e t a r i a t had of m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g the 

more secure the oligarchy f e l t , 
3 

The e s s e n t i a l l y mercantile nature of the Carthaginians 

must have been another main reason why there was no universal 

m i l i t a r y service, such as prevailed at Rome. In general, 

the wealth of the small trader must have fluctuated within 

much wider l i m i t s than those which bounded the worldly pros

perit y of the small farmer. In those days of uncharted seas, 

the Punic trader, much of whose business was with barbarous 

t r i b e s , was a f a r more d i f f i c u l t person to assess for taxa

tion, and hence f o r m i l i t a r y service ^, than the peasant of 
1. Ihne, op.cit•, 11, 8 - 9 . 
2. A r i s t o t l e , op.cit., v i . 3 . 5 . 
3 . P h i l i p Smith, Diet, of Greek and Roman Geography, s.v. 

"Carthage", p. 5 4 4 a , declares that i t i s wrong to think 
of Carthage as a purely commercial state, and that Its 
prosperity rested on an a g r i c u l t u r a l basis. It i s sure
l y nearer the truth to say that agriculture was one of 
several factors making up Carthage's main in t e r e s t . The 
Roman did not exploit h i s land f o r trading purposes ; 
the Carthaginian did or, i f he was wealthy, looked 
on farming as a hobby. 

4 . Cf. M.P.Nilsson, "The Introduction of Hoplite Tactics at 
Rome", Jour.Rom.Studies, Vol. XIX ( 1 9 2 9 ) , p. 3 . 



Athens or Rome ; one year he might "be able to afford a costly 

panoplyy but the next might see him impoverished, and the rulers 

of Carthage did not l i k e m i l i t a r y power given to the poor 

even though they might be poor only temporarily. Again, 

m i l i t a r y t r a i n i n g i s not compatible with commercial voyages to 

distant, i l l - d e f i n e d l o c a l i t i e s . If the Punic trader limited 

h i s p a t r i o t i c a c t i v i t i e s t© murdering foreigners found t r a f i c -

king In the western seas, a custom mentioned by the geographer 

Eratosthenes \ he probably f e l t that he was giving his c i t y 

ample service. 

The Home Army of Carthage appears to have been very much 

a corps d* e l i t e , i n which the wealthy were encouraged to serve. 

A r i s t o t l e , though he does not vouch f o r i t s truth, has passed 

down to us an assertion that at Carthage a man was allowed to 

wear as many rings as he had served campaigns 2 . I f t h i s i s 

anything but a picturesque invention, i t would seem to imply a 

popular tendency to shun m i l i t a r y service at lea s t , i n 

A r i s t o t l e ' s time, which i s not very early i n the hi s t o r y of 

Carthage. Things were probably d i f f e r e n t i n the e a r l i e s t 

times, when the Carthaginian army seems to have been a genuine 

ci t i z e n - f o r c e , adequate f o r the defence of the c i t y . But 

1. Mommsen. op.cit., ii.146. Cf. Strabo xvil.1.19. 
2. A r i s t o t l e , op.cit.. vi'i.2.6 (1324b. 12-15) S 

, evCoiq yap voyxox Tiveq etc*- 7tapo£uvovrec; rcpol rr\v 
apeTT\V raur-ny, naddixep ev KapxriSdvt $ a a i rdv IK TCOV Kpt-mv 
Kdcrjiov kapftdvew av c r p a r e UOCDVTCU o r pare iaS . 



14 
a f t e r about the middle of the sixth century B.C. a prominent 

1 
man named Mago appears to have changed the system , so that 

the only Garthaglnians serving i n the f i e l d --- except i n a 

national c r i s i s were either o f f i c e r s or else the picked 

corps above mentioned, composed of wealthy c i t i z e n s and with 

the magnificent equipment described by the recorders of the 

Battle of the Crimisus 2 . 

A much greater element i n the Punic armies consisted of 

troops l e v i e d from subject-peoples. At f i r s t these came mostly 

from the c i t i e s round about Carthage, which, with the exception 

of Utica, had to contribute a d e f i n i t e amount of money and of 

m i l i t a r y force 3, Mommsen considered that such Libyphoenicians 

stood i n very much the same r e l a t i o n to Carthage as that of the 

Latins toward Rome . Beyond the c i t i e s were the Libyans, who 

were pa r t l y at le a s t of European stock, and by no means ent i r e 

l y u n c i v i l i s e d As the influence and power of Carthage i n 

creased, the more subject-peoples contributed to her armies, 

the Numidians, the Sardinians, the Spaniards. There i s re

garding t h i s whole matter a lamentable paucity of d e f i n i t e de

t a i l , but we can safely say that the contributions made by the 

subject-peoples must have varied greatly, from place to place 

and from time to time, i n both qua l i t y and quantity. Those 

1. J u s t i n xix. 1 ; Diodorus xiv.7 5 .2. 
2. Diod. x v i . 79-80 ; Plutarch, Tlmoleon x x v i l . 
3 . Polybius v i i . 9 ; Diod. x i i l . 7 9 , xx.10, 55 ; J u s t i n x x i l . 

7 . 3 . 
4. Mommsen, op.cit., i i . 140 n. 
5. Arthur Evans i n Freeman's History of S i c i l y , i v . 422. 
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l i v i n g near Carthage were encouraged, i n the interest of the 

Carthaginians themselves, to substitute a monetary payment f o r 

m i l i t a r y quotas ; with t h i s money the Republic hired mercen

aries further a f i e l d 1. Those subject-peoples remote from 

Carthage were able, i n times of the c i t y ' s weakness or d i s 

tress, either to refuse the contribution of troops altogether 

or else to perform t h e i r m i l i t a r y service f o r Carthage only f o r 

special payment • i n other words as mercenaries. It is 

quite possible that troops summoned o r i g i n a l l y as lev i e s had 

to be kept i n the f i e l d as mercenaries, i f circumstances arose 

i n which they were able to assert t h e i r claim f o r pay. I t i s 

therefore a very d i f f i c u l t matter to separate l e v i e s from mer

cenaries. This i s especially true of the Africans ani Bpani-
2 

ards who served i n the Second Punic War. 

We do know, however, that Carthage i n times of need en

r o l l e d actual mercenaries as such men from lands so f a r 

outside her admitted sphere of Influence that t h e i r service 

could not i n any way be looked upon as the fulfilment of a 

duty. In a comparatively few cases these were Greeks, usu

a l l y hired f o r service against an enemy of superior m i l i t a r y 

organisation l i k e the S i c i l i a n Greek or the Roman ; but i n 

general Carthage, even against such an adversary, preferred to 

use great hordes of cheaply-hired barbarians. The use of 

such men not only economised Carthaginian blood ; i t also 

obviated the payment of ransom i f a Punic army were taken 

prisoner. In such cases the captives, apart from c i t i z e n s , 
1. Mommsen, op.cit,, ii.158. 
2. Tbld.&ftftftg ; G r i f f i t h , op.cit., p. 231. 
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could be l e f t to t h e i r fate,and the money that would otherwise 

have been spent on ransoms, could with f a r greater p r o f i t be 

employed ...in. h i r i n g more mercenaries '. The barbarian who took 

servlceAint%ne Punic armies had thus a great incentive to as

sure v i c t o r y f o r his masters - — provided that a tempting 

o f f e r from the enemy did not overcome hi s fears or arouse his 

cupidity. 

One very s e r i o H a feature of the Carthaginian system was 

the lack of homogeneity among the various r a c i a l groups that 

made up the mercenary force. There was l i t t l e attempt before 
uniformity of 

the time of Hannibal the Great to establish any/training or of 

equipment among the motley hordes of barbarians. Each group 

brought i t s p e c u l i a r - t r i b a l weapons and employed i t s hereditary 

battle-formation, for instance the wedge-shaped column of the 

Celtiberians 2 , and i n general r e l i e d either on surprise-attack 

or mass-effect. We do not even know whether there was a com

mon lingua franca f o r the giving of orders, s u c h a language as 

we f i n d i n t h e armies of B r i t i s h India today ; the testimony 
3 

of Polybius i s somewhat inconsistent . Orders were probably 

1. But see Appendix I. " G r i f f i t h ( p . 2 9 3 ) points out that i f 
mercenaries did not receive the bulk of t h e i r pay t i l l 
the end of a campaign, every casualty was a clear finan
c i a l gain f o r the State that.employed them. We know 
l i t t l e or nothing of heirs and assigns, and there seems 
to have been no attempt to organise a Mercenaries• Guild 

- l i k e that-found i n Ptolemaic Egypt (see Tarn's Hellen.  
C i v i l i s a t i o n / -3.17*5). 

?• Livy x l . 40. See also Niebuhr. op. c i t . , i i . 2 0 . 
3 . Cf. Polybius 1.67.3-11- with 1 . 8 0 . 6 . . 



given by the general i n the f i r s t ins&taee to the Carthaginian 

commander of each r a c i a l group, who either knew the barbarian 

language himself or else had an Interpreter attached to the 

contingent. The Carthaginians do not appear to have been pro-
1 •' 

f i c l e n t l i n g u i s t s or to have encouraged the study of foreign 
2 

tongues among t h e i r own people, so that i t i s not surprising 

that they considered i t undesiijable f o r one r a c i a l group to be 

able to dispense with a Carthaginian interpreter i n conversing 

with another r a c i a l group. This i s a point worth dwelling on : 

the r e a l weakness of the mercenary system was not Carthage 1s 

mere dependence upon a hired soldiery, but her i n a b i l i t y and her 

lack of desire to assimilate her mercenaries to herself and 

thereby to one another. Whatever the faults of Rome, that c i t y 

had the great g i f t of imparting her s p i r i t to those she con

quered and f i n a l l y to those who conquered her. This g i f t Car

thage did not possess. The ordinary Carthaginian o f f i c e r , i t 

has been said, reckoned his mercenaries much as a modern s o l 

d i e r might reckon cannon-shot 'J though at l e a s t cannon-shot 

possess the merit of uniformity i Such treatment could pro

duce only one r e s u l t . 

I f the mercenaries again and again displayed the bad 

f a i t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of barbarians, they could scarcely be 
TT Even then, they were probably superior to the Romans. Han* 

nibal seems to have been a good l i n g u i s t . No doubt the 
success of the Barcine family was la r g e l y due to t h e i r 
knowledge of the language of the Iberian t r i b e s . 

2. Justin, xx.5, says that i n 396 B.C. the Punic Senate f o r 
bade the study of Greek, to prevent a r e p e t i t i o n of some 
treasonable dealings with Dionysius :•Mne quis postea Car-
thaginiensis aut l i t t e r i s Graecis aut sermonl studeret ; 
ne aut loqui cum hoste aut scribere sine interprete 
posset".-

3. Mommsen, op.cit., i i . 158* 



blamed. This same motley c o l l e c t i o n could respond well 

enough to the personal appeal of a good leader ; i n fact, i t 

has been well said that when the Punic mercenary did fight 

bravely i t was not for Carthage but for a Hamilcar or a Hanni

bal 1• The l a t t e r ' s promise of Carthaginian citizenship to 

the strangers who served him well i s almost the only t e s t i 

mony i n a l l the history of Carthage that shows a generous ap

preciation of the outsider. And we do not "mow whether Han* 

n i b a l would have kept the promise, or whether, when he made i t , 

he had the sl i g h t e s t conviction that he ever would be able to 

keep i t as G-elon of Syracuse kept h i s ^. Had the rulers of 

Carthage displayed as much statesmanship as cunning i n t h e i r 

dealings with the mercenary, had they kept before his eyes the 

g i f t - — costly, "Jaut f o r the deserving, obtainable of c i t i 

zenship, the mercenary system might have worked f a r better than 

i t did. Rome at her best saw a potential Roman i n the men she 

fought ; Carthage had no idea of making Carthaginians of the 

men she hired. 

One great reason for the f a i l u r e of Punic statesmanship 

i n t h i s respect was the apparent absence of long campaigns i n 

early Carthaginian h i s t o r y . War was a commercial speculation, 

to be carried through to a successful conclusion as soon as 

possible ; and the quickest method was to h i r e hordes of bar

barians who meant nothing to the c i t y . They seem to have been 

hired just for the campaign, f o r whenever the Carthaginians be

gan an invasion of S i c i l y , i t was necessary to enrol mercen-

1. Freeman. "Carthage". In H i s t o r i c a l Essays, 4 th .ser.,, p.8. 
2. Livy x x i . 45. 3- Dlod-.Cxii. 72;?.;A./.1A...> J" ": 



aries for that special purpose The shortness of the period 

of service prevented the formation of a t i e between the mercen

aries and t h e i r general, much more that of any "bond "between 

the mercenaries and the c i t i z e n s of Carthage. 

When the campaign was over, the surviving mercenaries 

got t h e i r money i f they were lucky that i s to say, i f 

Carthage admitted her a b i l i t y to pay and did not allege any 
2 

excuses l i k e those which helped to provoke the Truceless War . 

We may be sure that the Carthaginian merchants made every 

e f f o r t to see that as much of that money as possible was spent 

In the c i t y ; l i k e the Athenian Iphicrates, they considered 

i t best to have a mercenary sol d i e r given to self-indulgence 

and therefore soon l i k e l y to have to o f f e r h i s services 

again ^. And i f the mercenaries were not lucky, the r u l e r s 

of Carthage cheated them out of t h e i r pay, sometimes depriv

ing them," by force or fraud, of l i f e i t s e l f . The Carthagi

nian masters who had been capable of betraying the mercen-
4 

aries i n the course of a war , were even more treacherous 

and cruel, i f we may believe our historians, when the exter

nal enemy was no longer a menace. Modorus Sieulus, f o r i n 

stance, has a ghastly story of six thousand malcontents 

treacherously abandoned to die of hunger on the desert Isle 
1 . Griffith.op.cit.» p. 2 0 8 . 
2. Polybius, i . 67.1. 
3. Plutarch, Galba, opening sentence. 4 . Diod. x i v . 7 5 ; x x i i i . 8 . 3 ; Frontinus, Strategemata i i i . 

16.2 ; Zonaras v i l l . 10,16. 
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of Bones 1. Sharp practice, i t i s true, and even murder stain 

the name of more than one ancient employer of mercenaries ^, 

but when a l l allowance has been made for prejudice and•exaggera
tive i r , 

ti o n , the Carthaginians' relations withxtafem mercenaries have 

been well summed up by Ihne s 

"On the one..side* instead of patriotism, f a i t h 
fulness, and devotion*-we?-find;r among the s o l 
diers a s p i r i t of rapacity, -hardly restrained 
by m i l i t a r y d i s c i p l i n e ;'von :the other we ob
serve cold c a l c u l a t i o n and heartlessness, which 
saw i n a s o l d i e r no kinsman, c i t i z e n , or bro
ther, but an instrument of war purchasable f o r 
a certain sum, and worthy, of no considerations 
but those .which ca l l e d f o r the preservation of 
valuable.-property" 3 . 

« • • * & * . . * •K- * * & • * 

1. Died. v. 11. 
2. Diod. xiv. 72 (Dionysius of Syracuse deliberately s a c r i 

f i c e s a thousand disorderly mercenaries i n battle) ; 
Polybius v. 78,112 (Gauls abandoned by Attalus I of 
Pergamum). These are t y p i c a l instances. 

3 . Ihne, op.cit.„ i i . 59-60. 



Chapter I I I . 

The Wars with the S i c i l i a n Greeks. 

The fifi^&sfc&''appearance of a Carthaginian mercenary 

army on a large scale i n history belongs to the year 4 8 0 B.C., 

the year of the great invasion of S i c i l y . There must have 

been warfare between the Carthaginians and the S i c i l i a n Greeks 

before this time, but the records are obscure 1. At the same 

time that Greece proper was being attacked by the Persians 
was attempting 

under King Xerxes, another barbarian Power/in the West to 

check the spread o f Hellenic c i v i l i s a t i o n . Carthage resolved 

to crush Gelon of Syracuse, and spent three years assembling a 

huge mercenary force ; i t consisted of barbarians, collected 

from the shores o f the whole Western Mediterranean . DIodorus 

Siculus gives i t s numberas 300 , 000 ^t but l i k e a l l such f i g -

ures i t must be taken with suspicion. There were Africans, 

Spaniards, Gauls, and Ligurians ; there were also some • I t a l i 

ans, who were perhaps Volscians \ The Punic commander was 

Hamilcar, the second son of that Mago who has already been 

mentioned. 

Disaster f i r s t came upon the army while i t was s t i l l at 

sea : i t s numerous war-chariots and an unstated number of 

horses- were l o s t i n a storm 5; Perhaps with t h i s mounted 

1. See Preeman, Hi s t . S i c . , i i . 9 8 - 9 9 , also App.VIII i n same book. 
2 . Diod. x i . 1. 3 . Diod.xi . 2 0 ; Herodotus v i i . 1 6 5 « 
4. See Freeman's comments, op.cit., i i . I 7 2 . ' For a d i f f e r e n t 

view, that DIodorus.was mistaken'in including G a l l i c and . 
I t a l i a n mercenaries, see A Commentary on Herodotus, by W. 
W. How and J . Wells, notes on Herod.vii.1 6 5 « 

5 . Diod. x i . 2 0 . 
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force the Carthaginians might have broken the h o s t i l e ranks, 

as at a l a t e r date they did with t h e i r elephants. However, 

thi s we do know : i t was a t e r r i b l e defeat that the Cartha

ginians suffered at Himera. Half of t h e i r army was slaugh

tered. The accounts of the ba t t l e are confused, and the 

"only Punic mercenaries singled out f o r special mention are 

the Spanish swordsmen, who appear to have been formidable 

even amid defeat . Brave or cowardly, few of the mercen

aries escaped the alternatives of death or slavery. Vast 

numbers;were distributed, l i k e tamed animals, among the v i c -

torious towns of S i c i l y 

The re s u l t of this defeat was that the Carthaginians 

r e t i r e d to a few strongholds i n the West of the Island, to 

watch i n s u l l e n hopefulness f o r some turn of events that 

would make i t possible for them to avenge the Battle of Him

era. Such a s i t u a t i o n arose i n 410 B.C., when the c i t y of 

Egesta asked them f o r aid against her neighbour Selinus 

A Carthaginian army was sent under the command of Hannibal, 

the grandson of the Hamiloar who had been defeated and 

k i l l e d at Himera. Selinus was overthrown with t e r r i b l e 

butchery, and Himera" also. 

The historian.' mentions more than one contingent of 

mercenaries i n t h i s expedition. F i r s t , 5*000 Africans 

were sent to a i d Egesta against Selinus, and with them went 

1. Mod. xi.21-24. 
2. Ibid., 25. 
3 . Ibid.... 4 3 . 



800 Campanlans ; the l a t t e r were mercenaries who had reached 

S i c i l y too l a t e to help the Athenians at the siege of Syra

cuse Carthage bought horses for them. They were the 

f i r s t of Hannibal's men to make t h e i r way into Selinus, but 

were driven out with great loss ; a more successful attack 

was made by mercenaries from Iberia ^. When Himera had 

f a l l e n , Hannibal sent the Gampanians home ; they went away 

complaining that though they had done more than any other 

contingent i n the army, t h e i r services had not been properly 
4 

valued by the Carthaginians . Nor were Gampanians and 
Iberians the only mercenaries. There were also Greeks, who 

5 
served a barbarian paymaster against t h e i r fellow-Greeks . 

In addition, the Punic army included large numbers of A f r i 

can lev i e s and Carthaginian,-^ c i t i z e n s , and also numerous 

mercenaries from 'the ; Ba3.ear.ie Islands . The whole army 

was a great conglomerate mass, victo r i o u s through sheer 

T, Diod. xiii.44-. 2. Ibid., 55 v 3. Ibid.; 56. 
^' Ibid., 62. Other Gampanians were hired l a t e r , 8 0 . 
5. Freeman, op.cit., 11.455. He adds, "Mercenary service 

was indeed f a s t becoming r i f e In parts of Greece f a r 
beyond the Arkadian land where i t had long been t r a 
d i t i o n a l . " 

6. Diod. x i i i . 8 0 . So important was the h i r i n g of mercen
aries that the Carthaginians entrusted i t to some of 
t h e i r chief men j 

•OV.TCUV jiera TtoAXtov XPWTCOV, rou<l p,iv .eft 'ifJnpfav, 
T O U ? 6 et?. rd? BaXXtapi'Sa? vnoou?, TrapaKeAeuaapevoi 
SevoAoyeTv ®9 rike i c r o v ^ , 

http://Ba3.ear.ie


weight of numbers. Victory and vengeance were sweet to the 

Carthaginians, and aroused i n them the hope of conquering a l l 

S i c i l y . 

In 4 o 6 B.C. another huge Carthaginian army was des

patched to S i c i l y and l a i d siege to Agrigentum. This c i t y 

was aware of the danger and had made some preparations to 

meet i t : i t had engaged a Spartan commander named Dexippus 

with 1 , 5 0 0 mercenaries, and also the 8 0 0 Campanian mercen-
•1 

aries who had previously heen i n the Carthaginian service 

In the course of the siege the Agrigentlmes were greatly 

assisted by forces from other c i t i e s 2 ; these, i t i s true, 

were unable to rai s e the siege or to break into the Cartha

ginian camp, but the Greek cavalry cut off supplies, causing 

great distress among the besiegers. Many of the l a t t e r died 

of hunger, and f i n a l l y there was a general mutiny, l e d by the 

Campanians i n the Punic service. The soldiers crowded about 

the tent of Himilco, who shared the chief command with Hanni

b a l . They shouted f o r t h e i r rations ; i f they did not get 

them they would transfer t h e i r services to the enemy. The 

general managed to buy them off for a few days by giving to 

them as pledges the c o s t l y drinking-cups belonging to the 

Carthaginians i n the camp. 
"We thus get a glimpse of the wide d i s t i n c t i o n 
that was made i n a l l Punic warfare between the 

1. Diod. x i i i . 8 8 . 
2. These forces defeated the Spanish and I t a l i a n troops m 

the Punic army, but because of the excessive caution 
of the Greek general Daphnaeus, the v i c t o r y was not 
followed up. 



men of the r u l i n g c i t y and the multitudes whom 
they pressed and hired into t h e i r service. The 

. , native Carthaginians had brought the luxuries 
of the c i t y into the camp i the plate of t h e i r 
tables was accepted as a valuable pledge even by 
half-starved men with arms i n t h e i r hands." 1 

Fortunately for Himilco, a large supply of provisions 

coming to Agrigentum from Syracuse was captured by the Cartha

ginian triremes ; i t was now the besieged who began to suffer 

from hunger. The Campanian mercenaries who had gone over to 

the Agrigentines, now perhaps influenced by a Punic bribe as 

well as by famine, rejoined t h e i r former employers , and Dex

ippus the Spartan, though he did not a c t u a l l y transfer his ser

vices to the enemy, was generally thought to have accepted f o r 

himself as large a bribe as a l l the Campanians together had re

ceived. In return he persuaded the I t a l i o t s who were assisting 

the besieged to go away. The r e s u l t was that the people of 

Agrigentum — • at least, a l l who could f l e d i n the night 

from the c i t y that they could no longer defend ; i t says but 

l i t t l e f o r Punic vigilance and mercenary d i s c i p l i n e that they 

were able to escape thus. In the morning Himilco entered 

with h i s host. An orgy of butchery and rapine was the reward 

for eight months' besieging. No doubt many a barbarian mer

cenary became possessed, i n an hour*s time, of f a r more wealth 

than the Carthaginian paymaster would have handed out to him 

for the service of several years. 

1. Freeman, op.cit., i i i . 5 3 1 . 
I f we may believe Appian ( v i i i . 2.12), the Carthaginians 
of two centuries l a t e r were s t i l l as fond of luxury i n 
t h e i r camps, even when f i g h t i n g the frugal, hardy horse
men of Masinissa. 

2. Diod. x i l i . 88. 



Himilco and h i s army wintered at Agrigentum ; then, i n 

the spring of 405 B.C., he proceeded to subjugate the rest of 

the southern coast of the island. More plunder, says the h i s 

torian, enriched his army 1. He then l a i d siege to the c i t y 

of Gela. 

The story of the siege reminds us i n many ways of 

that of Agrigentum. Again a r e l i e v i n g force attempts to save 

the "besieged ; again there i s f a i l u r e ; again the suspicion 

of a secret bargain between the Punic Invader and the Greek 

commander. Not a l l of Carthage's h i r e l i n g s were to be found 

i n her own armies. 

Dionysius of Syracuse had become tyrant of his c i t y by 

harping on the menace of a Carthaginian attack. He marched 

out to the r e l i e f of Gela with a great army consisting of 

Syracusans, Greeks from Italy, S i c e l i o t a l l i e s , and his own 

mercenaries. But when fighting,-began near the besieged c i t y , 

h i s conduct of operations gave r i s e to suspicion. He allowed 

his I t a l i o t a l l i e s to suffer t e r r i b l e losses at the hands of 

the enemy's Iberian and Campanian mercenaries, and the S i c e l i -

ots fared l i t t l e better. On the other hand, not a single man 

of the tyrant's own mercenaries was k i l l e d . In the night the 

c i t y was abandoned, just as Agrigentum had been. Carthage 

owed the v i c t o r y l e s s to the soldiers whom she had hired than 

to the opponent whom she had bought. 

After the treaty of peace, a treaty that confirmed Dio

nysius 8 s position as tyrant of Syracuse and also the Punic 

dominion over the greater part of S i c i l y , Himilco prepared to 

1. Diod. x i i i . 108. : '. " ' 



leave for home. F i r s t , however, he struck a special coinage 
with which to pay h i s mercenaries most, of whom, according 

to the Carthaginian custom, were probably dismissed wherever 
they happened to be at the end of the campaign and not taken 

2 
back to Carthage 

"He struck coins of two patterns, patterns well 
suited for the currency of a Phoenician power 
bearing r u l e i n S i c i l y . The a r t i s t i c type 
followed the f i n e s t models of the Greek coinage 
of the Island. The b r l d l e l e s s horse of Syra
cuse, the half-horse of conquered Gela, were 
both c o p i e d . But the palm-tree on the re
verse wa's a badge of the Phoenician master, and 
l e t t e r s graven i n the Phoenician tongue showed 
yet more p l a i n l y at whose bidding the moneyer 
pl i e d his s k i l l . " 3 

Such r e l i c s as these bring home to us the extreme scantiness 

of the records of Carthage's dealings with her mercenaries. 

There i s nothing, f o r Instance, i n Carthaginian history that 

p a r a l l e l s the recorded m i l i t a r y accounting of Egypt under the 
4 

Ptolemies and Pergamum under Eumenes I. 

whether on t h i s occasion the mercenaries were s a t i s f i e d 

with the pay and the plunder that the campaign had brought, we 

do not know. One person at any rate did not look upon the 

peace-arrangements as satisfactory, and that was Dionysius 
1. There i s an i l l u s t r a t i o n of one specimen of the Punic 

moneta castrensis i n Duruy, op.cit., i.622. This does not 
appear to be the coinage struck by Himilco, which i s 
"better represented by the i l l u s t r a t i o n s i n A.J. Church s 
Carthage, pp.115-116. 

2. Carthage, of course, evacuated her mercenaries at her own 
expense i f a victorious enemy i n s i s t e d on i t , as Rome 
did at- the end of the F i r s t Punic War. 

3. Freeman, H i s t . S i c , iii.586-587. „ • . 
4. G r i f f i t h , ~ o p . c i t T T pp.274-288. See also M. Gary, op.olt,.,, 

p. 109. 
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himself. He had bargained with Carthage only i n order to con

solidate his power ; when he had obtained i t , he took upon 

himself the role of champion of S i c i l y against the Carthaginian 

intruder. He hired mercenaries on a scale that was Carthagin

ian rather than Greek, but did not make his enemies1 mistake of 

s a c r i f i c i n g quality to quantity. S k i l f u l planning marked a l l 

his preparations, and though he hired mercenaries from the bar

barian peoples of the Western Mediterranean and equipped them 

with th e i r national weapons, he also took into h i s service many 

a Greek soldier, especially men f a m i l i a r with the more compli

cated weapons used i n siege-warfare. In the hands of a man 

l i k e Dionysius, himself no mean s o l d i e r \ a mercenary force 

was much more formidable than when employed by f l a c c i d Punic 

merchant-princes. He i s said to have marched against the 

Carthaginian t e r r i t o r i e s of S i c i l y with no fewer than 80,000 
1 2 

infantry and over 3,000 horsemen . 
With this force he l a i d siege to the i s l a n d - c i t y of 

• 3 

Motya, which included i n i t s garrison some Greek mercenaries 

It was a c i t y of r i c h men and l o f t y houses, defended with the 

desperate courage that characterises the Semitic peoples when 

there i s no hope of truce or escape. The swordsmen of Dio

nysius completed what hi s catapults had begun. Motya f e l l , 

and i t s f a l l was followed by plunder and massacre. The Greeks 

who had survived t h e i r Punic comrades were treated by Diony

sius with unusual severity. In ancient times mercenaries, 

especially Greek mercenaries, were often incorporated into 

1. Diodorus (xiv.42) credits him with the invention of the 
2. Diod.xiv.47* 3* Ibid., xiv. 53. (catapult. 

http://Diod.xiv.47*
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th© army of the v i c t o r , but on this occasion a worse fate 

awaited them, namely, death by c r u c i f i x i o n . 

The following year, 397 B.C., Himilco, the chief magis

trate of Carthage, began preparations to recover the isl a n d . 

The S i c i l i a n h i s t o r i a n again t e l l s of huge numbers of fighti n g 

men le v i e d or hired from the t r i b u t a r i e s and a l l i e s of Car

thage. The host managed to land i n S i c i l y and to create a 

great fortress at Lilybaeum. It took Messana and destroyed 

i t . . Its mrrk naval v i c t o r y o f f Catane forced Dionysius to 

r e t i r e to Syracuse. He had l e f t a number of Gampanians at 

Aetna, a f t e r taking some of t h e i r comrades with him as host

ages When Himilco came i n pursuit, he t r i e d to induce 

the Campanians to j o i n him, but they refused, however strongly 

tempted. It i s probable that t h e i r refusal was .not dictated 

e n t i r e l y by l o y a l t y to t h e i r comrades and that the hostages 

i n the hands of Dionysius also Included t h e i r women and c h i l d 

ren - — often the best guarantee of the f i d e l i t y of mercen

ar i e s . 

Himilco l a i d siege to Syracuse, but h i s huge host was 

smitten by pestilence, which f a c i l i t a t e d a s o r t i e by Diony

sius . Like the Carthaginians themselves, he had had trouble 

with mercenaries : h i s men, knowing how dependent he was upon 

then i n a c i t y that hated i t s tyrant, had been mutinous and 

turbulent. Accordingly he made use of them i n a f e i n t at

tack along with his cavalry ; as soon as the enemy was en

gaged, the mercenaries were deserted and l e f t to be cut to 
2 

pieces by the enemy, about 1,000 being thus disposed of . 

1. Diod. xiv. 61. ' 2. Ibid.,~72T 



The operation was part of a wider scheme that gave Dionysius 

victory, on both land and sea i n the v i c i n i t y of Syracuse. 

Then followed a corresponding piece of treachery on the 

part of the Carthaginian commander. Himilco had with him a 

huge sum of money, three hundred talents ; he offered this to 

Dionysius that the Carthaginian army might be permitted a safe 

return to A f r i c a . The tyrant would not give so much for the 

money, however s a l l that Himileo could get f o r his three 

hundred talents was permission to s a i l away by stealth i n the 

night with the actual Punic element of h i s army, leaving to the 

mercies of Dionysius the a l l i e s and mercenaries. This desert

ed host was put to the sword or enslaved, except the Sicel.' / 

a l l i e s of Carthage who managed to escape i n time \ and some 

Iberian mercenaries who refused to lay down t h e i r arms but 

agreed to use them i n the service of D i o n y s i u s . 

Carthage's d i f f i c u l t i e s were now aggravated by a great 

revolt i n A f r i c a , a struggle which, i n Freeman's words, may 

serve as a foreshadowing of the great Mercenary War of a cen-
2 

tury and a h a l f l a t e r . The rebels included both slaves and 

freemen, both s u b j e c t - a l l i e s and mercenaries. Furious at the 

hideous betrayal committed by Himilco, they seized Tunis and 

threatened Carthage i t s e l f . But i n spite of t h e i r numbers, 

1. Diod. xiv. 7 5 . Perhaps Himilco, knowing that Carthage 
might need t h e i r a id at some future occasion, took care 

• to see that they received a timely warning. 
2 . Freeman, op.cit•, i v . 145. 
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which Diodorus gives as 2 0 0 , 0 0 0 , they were,like other insurgents 

i n Carthaginian history, lacking i n unity and leadership, and 

the revolt came to nothing. -

When this danger had passed, Carthage again sought to re

gain her l o s t possessions i n S i c i l y . She had been placed i n 

a disadvantageous position by the disaster at Syracuse^ so 

that now a small area i n Western S i c i l y was a l l she held, but 

warfare, between Dionysius and the SIeels appeared to o f f e r a 

good opportunity for revenge. The g e n e r a l commanding Punic 

forces In S i c i l y , Mago by name, took the side of the S i c e l s . 

In doing so, he apparently acted upon hi s own re s p o n s i b i l i t y , 

not instigated or reinforced by Carthage. Dionysius defeated 

him, and the defeat,' instead of leading to any disavowal or 

punishment by the rulers of Carthage, caused them to take up 

the struggle i n earnest. Another army was collected and sent 

to S i c i l y ; i t i s said to have numbered 8 0 , 0 0 0 men and to 
have included "barbarians from I t a l y " as well as African and 

p 

Sardinian forces . Mago was i t s leader. However, his diplo

matic and his m i l i t a r y e f f o r t s were a l i k e unsuccessful. A 

S i c e l army joined the forces of Dionysius against the invader, 

so that Mago, forced to make peace, s a i l e d back to Carthage 

u t t e r l y thwarted. 

The next Punic war was begun by Dionysius himself i n 

3 8 3 . We are t o l d very l i t t l e about i t , but Diodorus informs 

us that Carthage prepared f o r a great struggle. Citizens 

and mercenaries,the l a t t e r i n vast numbers, were despatched 
1. Diod.xiv. 77 . 2 . Ibid., 9 5 . 
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1 ""~ to S i c i l y . Thousands o f men were a l s o sent t o t h e A f r i c a n 

m a inland, where D i o n y s i u s had "been e x t e n d i n g h i s dominion. 

There were v a r i o u s encounters "between t h e two a r m i e s , "but o n l y 

two b a t t l e s o f major importance have been r e c o r d e d . I n one 
of t h e s e , f o u g h t near a p l a c e c a l l e d C a b a la, D i o n y s i u s b u t 
chered more t h a n 10,000 o f t h e b a r b a r i a n s and c a p t u r e d 5,000 ; 

Mago, who a g a i n commanded t h e P u n i c h o s t , d i e d f i g h t i n g b r a v e 

l y . The d e m o r a l i s e d C a r t h a g i n i a n s were f o r c e d t o t a k e r e f u g e 

on a f o r t i f i e d h i l l , where they s u f f e r e d from l a c k o f water. 

When th e y spoke o f making peace, D i o n y s i u s d e c l a r e d t h a t Car

thage must withdraw from t h e S i c i l i a n c i t i e s and pay an indem

n i t y to cover h i s war-expenses. The C a r t h a g i n i a n s sought t o 

g a i n t i m e by a s s e r t i n g t h a t they c o u l d not make such terms 

w i t h o u t t h e consent o f t h e a u t h o r i t i e s a t home. A t r u c e was 

g r a n t e d them, d u r i n g which t i m e t h e y made g r e a t p r e p a r a t i o n s 

f o r a f r e s h o f f e n s i v e , d r i l l i n g and t r a i n i n g t h e i r t r o o p s . 

The C a r t h a g i n i a n g e n e r a l was a young commander but a g a l l a n t 

one, t h e son o f t h e dead Mago. A second b a t t l e was f o u g h t a t 

a p l a c e c a l l e d C r o n l o n ; i t was a b l o o d y d e f e a t f o r the 

S i c i l i a n army. D i o n y s i u s b a r e l y escaped w i t h h i s l i f e ; he 

l e f t h i s b r o t h e r L e p t i n e s dead on t h e f i e l d , a l o n g w i t h 14,000 

o t h e r men. The C a r t h a g i n i a n s passed a l o n g t h e word t h a t no 

q u a r t e r was t o be g i v e n . 

A f t e r such a d e f e a t , D i o n y s i u s had t o a c c e p t t h e terms 

1. D i o d . x v . 95 : ~ ~ 
7tpoopcop,evot 6'ep^po'vo)^ T O \xsYe9o$ T O U 

rtoXs'p.ou, ^T C D V re 7toAt T S J V rou? eu8eVou<"; uare'Aeyov. o'Tparuoraq, 
n a i Y P W ^ T O D V 7tpoxetpitfdp,evoi -nXr\Bo<;, ^evtud^ 6uvdp,£ i ^ 
lie Y&AaS e V i a G o u v r o . 



t h a t Carthage imposed : payment o f a thousand t a l e n t s and t h e 

acceptance o f t h e H a l y c u s R i v e r as t h e "boundary "between h i s 

l a n d s and t h o s e o f Carthage. 

About t h i s time 1 t h e P u n i c army i n I t a l y had to be r e 

c a l l e d to A f r i c a because o f a plague t h a t r aged so f i e r e e l y a t 

Carthage as to make an end o f t h e c i t y ' s empire seem p o s s i b l e . 

The L i b y a n s took advantage o f h e r weakness t o r i s e a g a i n s t 

h e r , and so d i d the S a r d i n i a n s . I n b o t h cases she managed to 

put down the r e v o l t . Whether she was saved by h e r own c i t i 

zens o r by l o y a l m e r c e n a r i e s we have no means o f t e l l i n g . 

P l a g u e and i n s u r r e c t i o n had weakened h e r to such an ex

t e n t t h a t D i o n y s i u s thought he c o u l d t h i s t i m e wage a suc

c e s s f u l war upon h e r . I n 3 6 8 B. C. he s e t f o r t h a g a i n s t t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s o f S i c i l y w i th. 3 0 , 0 0 0 f o o t and 3 , 0 0 0 h o r s e , as 
w e l l a s w i t h 3 0 0 t r i r e m e s . The enemy, however, a c t e d w i t h 

v i g o u r and i n f l i c t e d a s e v e r e d e f e a t on h i s n a v a l f o r c e . He 

d i e d i n t h e course o f an e n s u i n g a r m i s t i c e , and peace was 

made by h i s son D i o n . 

F o r some y e a r s t h e r e was no w a r f a r e between Carthage 

and the S i c i l i a n Greeks, as t h e l a t t e r were f i g h t i n g among 

them s e l v e s . With t h e adfoent o f t h e S i c i l i a n p a t r i o t t h e 

s t r u g g l e between Greek and C a r t h a g i n i a n was resumed. The 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s a i d e d t h e t y r a n t H i c e t a s i n 3 4 4 and 3 4 3 B.C. ; 
i n t h e l a t t e r y e a r t h e P u n i c commander Mago came t o Syracuse 

2 
t o h e l p H i c e t a s w i t h a f o r c e o f 6 0 , 0 0 0 men a g a i n s t Timoleon , 

1. Diod.xv.24. See a l s o Freeman, o p . c i t . , i v . 202. 
2. P l u t a r c h , Timoleon, x v i i . 

http://Diod.xv.24


but grew s u s p i c i o u s o f h i s Greek a l l y and s a i l e d away t o Car

thage, t h e r e t o f i n d an i n g l o r i o u s death as t h e r e s u l t of h i s 

cowardice \ 

I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to n o t i c e what p a r t was p l a y e d by Greek 

m e r c e n a r i e s i n d e c i d i n g t h e f a t e o f Syracuse on t h i s o c c a s i o n . 

Mago and H i c e t a s were h o l d i n g most o f t h e c i t y , and t h e army o f 

Timoleon was encamped by t h e Anapus R i v e r . There happened to 

be good e e l - f i s h i n g a t t h e marshy mouth o f the r i v e r , and t h i s 

s p o r t a p p e a l e d t o the m e r c e n a r i e s on b o t h s i d e s ; d u r i n g a 

c e s s a t i o n o f h o s t i l i t i e s t h e s e s o l d i e r s , who appear t o have 

asked themselves t h e q u e s t i o n o f K i p l i n g ' s Tommy as t o the use 

of h a t i n g t h o s e whom one i s p a i d t o k i l l , j o i n e d f r e e l y i n the 

common s p o r t , b e i n g a l l Greeks t o g e t h e r . One o f t h e Greek 

m e r c e n a r i e s o f Timoleon reminded the men on t h e o t h e r s i d e t h a t 

a l l t r u e H e l l e n e s s h o u l d s t a n d t o g e t h e r a g a i n s t t h e b a r b a r i a n , 

and e x p r e s s e d h i s c o n v i c t i o n t h a t l i t t l e good would come t o t h e 

i s l a n d by t h e i n v a s i o n o f a horde c o l l e c t e d from t h e P i l l a r s o f 
2 

H e r c u l e s and beyond . We do not know whether t h e Greeks who 
were t h u s admonished were i n H i c e t a s ' s s e r v i c e o r whether t h e y 

3 

were h i r e l i n g s o f Ca r t h a g e . The former i s more p r o b a b l e , 

f o r i t i s h a r d t o b e l i e v e t h a t men i n t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n h o s t , 

aware o f P u n i c punishment f o r d i s l o y a l t y , would have dared t o 

exp r e s s such s e n t i m e n t s . I n any case, when t h i s m a t t e r 
1. P l u t a r c h , Timoleon. xxiiZ 2. I b i d . , x x . 
3. G r i f f i t h , op.cit.„ t h i n k s t h a t t h e s e Greeks were w i t h 

H i c e t a s , not w i t h Mago, but enumerates p r e v i o u s i n s t a n c e s 
o f Greeks a c t u a l l y s e r v i n g as m e r c e n a r i e s of Carthage. 



reached the ears o f Mago, he began t o f e e l u n s a f e w i t h such 

a s s o c i a t e s . No doubt t h e i n c i d e n t made Carthage t h e r e a f t e r 

i n c l i n e d to s u s p e c t Greeks i n g e n e r a l , e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e y 

might be G a l l e d upon to f i g h t o t h e r s o f t h e H e l l e n i c name. 

Timoleon was thus a b l e to d i s p o s e o f H i c e t a s , who sub

m i t t e d to him and handed over h i s m e r c e n a r i e s . The v i c t o r 

knew t h a t Carthage was g e t t i n g r e a d y to renew th e s t r u g g l e f o r 

t h e mastery o f the i s l a n d . 

"Timoleon, l i k e D i o n y s i u s , thought i t w e l l to 
s t r i k e f i r s t , t h e more so as he was i n g r e a t 
s t r a i t s f o r money t o pay h i s m e r c e n a r i e s . He 
s e n t two o f h i s C o r i n t h i a n o f f i c e r s on a r a i d 
i n t o the C a r t h a g i n i a n t e r r i t o r y (B.C.34-3-3-42). 
T&ere t h e y won o v e r s e v e r a l towns t o t h e Greek 
s i d e , and brought back g r e a t s p o i l , w hich was 
u s e f u l b o t h f o r p a y i n g t h e s o l d i e r s and f o r 
making ready f o r the g r e a t e r campaign t h a t was 
coming. " 1 •. 

The above i n c i d e n t , though n a r r a t e d of men s e r v i n g 
a g a i n s t Carthage, must have had many a p a r a l l e l i n t h e r e c o r d 

o f h e r own m e r c e n a r i e s . The Punic commanders, i f money f a i l e d 

t o a r r i v e from home f o r t h e i r t r o o p s , must o f t e n have been 

f o r c e d t o undertake a r a i d , perhaps even t o j o i n b a t t l e , i n 

d e f i a n c e o f d i p l o m a c y and s t r a t e g y a l i k e . I f Timoleon, a 

Greek g e n e r a l commanding Greeks a g a i n s t b a r b a r i a n s , thus had 
a n t i c i p a t e 

t o pffimmetamm h i s s o l d i e r s 8 demands, we can be q u i t e s u r e t h a t 

t h e m e r c e n a r i e s o f Carthage, whether Greek o r b a r b a r i a n , were 

q u i t e as i m p o r t u n a t e when u n p a i d as Timoleon's men more so 

i n f a c t , as b e i n g much more l i k e l y t o d e s e r t t o t h e enemy i f 

not a t once s a t i s f i e d . 

1. Preeman,op.cit., i v . 3 1 6 . H i s a u t h o r i t i e s a r e Diodorus x v i . 
x v i . 73, and P l u t a r c h , Timoleon, x x i v . 
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The response o f t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s t o Timoleon's r a i d 

was t o d e s p a t c h a l a r g e f o r c e t o S i c i l y under t h e command o f 

one Hanno. The p r e c i s e number i s not r e c o r d e d , but i t was 

undoubtedly a g r e a t one 1 i m p l y i n g t h e h i r i n g o f thousands of 

m e r c e n a r i e s . L i t t l e i s known about t h i s e x p e d i t i o n , except 

t h a t i t l a i d s i e g e t o E n t e l l a , which was o c c u p i e d by the Cam-
2 

panians who had a s s i s t e d D i o n y s i u s t h e E l d e r 

The f a i l u r e o f t h i s army t o conquer S i c i l y i m p e l l e d t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n Senate t o o r g a n i s e a s t i l l g r e a t e r e x p e d i t i o n a r y 

f o r c e , which s a i l e d from A f r i c a i n 339, w i t h l e a d e r s named 

H a s d r u b a l and H a m i l c a r . I t c o n s i s t e d o f a thousand t r a n s p o r t -

s h i p s and a l a r g e n a v a l e s c o r t ; t h e t r o o p s , i n c l u d i n g t h o s e 

a l r e a d y i n S i c i l y , numbered 70,000 i n f a n t r y and 10,000 cavalry*. 

Not a l l t h e s e s o l d i e r s were m e r c e n a r i e s o r s u b j e c t - a l l i e s ; a 

l a r g e number o f C a r t h a g i n i a n c i t i z e n s were s e r v i n g a l s o , men 

o f h i g h b i r t h and g r e a t w e a l t h many o f them. These w e a l t h i e r 

s o l d i e r s formed a c o r p s d * e l i t e known as t h e Sacred Band ; i t 

was s p l e n d i d l y armed and equipped. 

As t h e P u n i c army began t o march from t h e west o f the 

i s l a n d toward S y r a c u s e , T imoleon assembled what f o r c e he c o u l d 

and marched a g a i n s t the i n v a d e r s . Much of h i s own f o r c e con

s i s t e d o f m e r c e n a r i e s . They had been u n p a i d f o r a c o n s i d e r a 

b l e t i m e , and now t h a t t h e y were t o be l e d a g a i n s t what t h e y 

c o n s i d e r e d h o p e l e s s odds, t h e y m u t i n i e d . By promises and 

1. D i o d o r u s , x v i . 67, speaks o f 50,000 i n f a n t r y ; P l u t a r c h , 
Timoleon, xxv., o f an army o f 70,000. 

2. D i o d . x v i . 67-
3- I b i d . , 77 J P l u t a r c h , o p . c i t . , xxv. 
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e n t r e a t i e s Timoleon persuaded most of them t o s t a y w i t h him, 

hut a thousand o f them r e t u r n e d to Syracuse '. 

The " b a t t l e which ensued i s famous as t h e g r e a t B a t t l e of 

the C r i m i s u s , f o u g h t not f a r from E n t e l l a . A v i o l e n t storm 

h e a t i n g i n t h e f a c e s o f the i n v a d e r s gave the v i c t o r y t o Timo

l e o n , v a s t numbers o f C a r t h a g i n i a n s o l d i e r s b e i n g s l a i n . I t 

i s worthy o f note how w e l l t h e Sacred Band f o u g h t , d y i n g where 

i t s t o o d . I t s members were weighted down w i t h t h e i r heavy 

p a n o p l i e s and were not a b l e t o w i t h s t a n d t h e more a g i l e Greeks. 

But even t h e Greek P l u t a r c h admits t h a t i t was not through any 

l a c k o f courage t h a t t h e men o f Carthage were d e f e a t e d and 
2 

s l a i n . The Sacred Band, i n number 2 ,500, took the. f i r s t 

shock o f t h e b a t t l e . I f i t had f o l l o w e d t h e f r e q u e n t C a r t h a 

g i n i a n p r a c t i c e o f a l l o w i n g t h e enemy to b l u n t t h e i r swords 

and exhaust t h e i r s t r e n g t h i n a p r e l i m i n a r y s l a u g h t e r o f b a r 

b a r i a n m e r c e n a r i e s , perhaps t h e i s s u e o f t h e c o n t e s t would 

have been d i f f e r e n t . On t h i s o c c a s i o n , as on many o t h e r s , 

C a r t h a g i n i a n b r a v e r y was as n o t a b l e as i t was u n a v a i l i n g . 

T i moleon was u n a b l e t o f o l l o w up h i s v i c t o r y , and so t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s were not. d r i v e n from t h e i s l a n d ; i n f a c t , t h e y 

kept g i v i n g h e l p t o Timoleon's S i c i l i a n enemies, and th e y were 
3 

even a b l e to e n r o l Greek m e r c e n a r i e s i n t h e i r own f o r c e s 

But b e f o r e l o n g they had t o make peace, peace which was t o 

l a s t f o r over twenty y e a r s . 
1. D i o d . x v i . 79. ' 
2. Plut.op.cit.» x x v i i i . 
3 . I b i d . , x x x . 



m n Syracuse the/had a t y r a n t named A g a t h o c l e s , who had been 

a i d e d i n h i s r i s e t o power by Carthage ; she had gone so f a r 

as t o p l a c e a t h i s d i s p o s a l 5 , 0 0 0 o f h e r own m e r c e n a r i e s \ 

Once pos s e s s e d o f power, he t u r n e d upon h e r and h e r Greek 

a l l i e s , the l a t t e r i n c l u d i n g t h e c i t y o f Agrigentum. I n 311 

B.C. Garthage s e n t o ut y e t a n o t h e r g r e a t e x p e d i t i o n . Under 

t h e command o f H a m i l c a r t h e son o f G i s c o t h e r e was a t o t a l 

f o r c e o f 40 , 0 0 0 i n f a n t r y and 5 , 0 0 0 c a v a l r y , i n c l u d i n g men r e -
2 

c r u i t e d i n S i c i l y . 
"From A f r i c a were s e n t 2 0 0 0 C a r t h a g i n i a n s and 

1 0 , 0 0 0 L i b y a n s , and r e c r u i t i n g o f f i c e r s brought 
i n from t h e n o r t h e r n M e d i t e r r a n e a n 1000 E t r u s c a n 
m e r c e n a r i e s and 1000 s l i n g e r s from t h e B a l e a r i c 
i s l a n d s : H a m i l c a r h i m s e l f r e c r u i t e d mercen
a r i e s i n S i c i l y (presumably Greeks) and r e c e i v e d , 
c o n t i n g e n t s from h i s Greek a l l i e s i n t h e i s l a n d . " 

' 4 Two t h i n g s , as Freeman has p o i n t e d o u t , a r e worthy o f note i n 

t h ; i s P u n i c army : t h e l a r g e number o f C a r t h a g i n i a n c i t i z e n s , 

who were e v i d e n t l y not s t r i c k e n w i t h t e r r o r by the memory o f 

the C r i m i s u s , and a l s o t h e l a r g e number o f B a l e a r i c s l i n g e r s , 

who were to p l a y a l a r g e p a r t i n subsequent campaigns. 

The army o f A g a t h o c l e s met t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s a t t h e 

B a t t l e o f Himera i n 310 B.C. At f i r s t A g a t h o c l e s had t h e 

advantage, as h i s men were a b l e t o ambush p a r t i e s o f L i b y a n s 

who had l e f t t h e i r camp t o p l u n d e r y , and t o d r i v e them back 

1 . J u s t i n x x i i . 2 . 2 . D i o d . x l x . l o 6 ; J u s t i n x x l i . 
3 . G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , p. 2 1 0 . • 4. H i s t • S i c . , i v . 3 9 0 . 
9-. T h i s i s sometimes c a l l e d t h e B a t t l e o f Ecnomus. 
6 . D i o d . x i x . 1 0 8 . 

http://Diod.xlx.lo6


with great slaughter.. The Greek army attacked, the camp i t s e l f 

and might have taken i t , hut the thousand Balearic slingers 

hurled upon the assailants a shower of stones,weighing about a 

pound apiece and thrown by men who had been practising from 
1 

early childhood . The Greeks were beaten off and put to 

f l i g h t , pursued murderously by the Carthaginian horsemen. As 

a result of this v i c t o r y and of his own diplomacy, Hamllcar won 

over many of the Greek c i t i e s . He then marched on Syracuse. 

Agathocles, however, adopted the surprising strategy of 

carrying the war into A f r i c a . From near Cape Bon he marched 

through the r i c h country estates of the Carthaginian grandees 2, 

and was joined by many of Carthage's own subjects. Between 

Tunis and Garthage he won a great vic t o r y over the Punic army, 

which was commanded by two generals named Hanno and Bomiloar. 

It i s characteristic of the obiique-mindedness of Carthage 

that these two generals should have been chosen for the express 

reason that they were personal enemies and therefore l i k e l y to 

emulate each other. The army of Agathocles was as motley a 

force as that of his opponents, f o r i t consisted of "5,500 Syra-

cusans, 3,000 Samnite, Etruscan, and G a l l i c mercenaries, 1,000 

chosen hoplites, and other troops to the t o t a l number of 13, 

500. Once again the Sacred Band bore the brunt of the f i g h t 

ing ; once again rash bravery brought disaster. Hanno, who 

commanded t h i s chosen contingent, exposed himself and was 

k i l l e d . Bomilcar on the other wing treacherously retreated, 

and l e f t the Sacred Band to i t s fate. The Carthaginian mer-

1. Strabo i i i . 5 » 1• 2. Diod. xx. 8. 



cenaries took to f l i g h t , and aft e r a long resistance the 

Sacred Band followed them. 

The Carthaginians ordered Hamilcar at Syracuse to send 

some of his troops hack to A f r i c a , where a dangerously large 

number of the sub j e c t - a l l i e s were going over to the Greek i n 

vader. Hamilcar made an unsuccessful attack on Syracuse, but 

was defeated and k i l l e d 1, and the Greek element of his army 

withdrew, to wage a separate warfare against the rule of Aga

thocles. 

The tyrant had h i s own d i f f i c u l t i e s i n A f r i c a . His mer

cenaries revolted, partly because t h e i r pay was i n arrears and 

partly because they d i s l i k e d h i s son Archagathus . The Car

thaginians heard of the mutiny and t r i e d to win the mercenaries 

over to t h e i r own service with offers of high pay, but Agatho

cles managed to win them back to t h e i r allegiance, except two 

hundred who did desert to Carthage. 

A l i t t l e l a t e r Bomilcar made an attempt to seize p o l i t i 

cal control of his c i t y by means of an army l a r g e l y consisting 

of mercenaries 3 , and paid with his l i f e for h i s f a i l u r e . 

In 3 0 7 B.C. the t i d e of events i n A f r i c a turned against 

Agathocles, who was defeated i n an attack on the Carthaginian 

camp before Tunis. Some Af r i c a n mercenaries who had entered 

1 . Diod. xx.30 . 2 . Ibid., 3 3 . 
3 . Ibid., 4 3 , 4 4 ; J u s t i n x x i i . 7 . G r i f f i t h , op.cit., p. 211, 

suggests that these were probably Greeks,"^ince there 
had apparently been no r e c r u i t i n g campaigns i n Spain or 
elsewhere". 



- 4.1 

h i s s e r v i c e d e s e r t e d t o t h e enemy by n i g h t *. He abandoned 

h i s d e m o r a l i s e d men and s a i l e d back to S i c i l y , , The s o l d i e r s 

k i l l e d h i s sons and made peace w i t h t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s , who 

a l l o w e d a l l who wished t o t a k e s e r v i c e w i t h them. Whether 

Carthage was i m p e l l e d by r e s p e c t f o r t h e i r f i g h t i n g power, o r 

whether she was a f r a i d o f f u r t h e r r e v o l t among h e r own p e o p l e , 

we do not know ; b u t she seems t o have k e p t f a i t h w i t h the 

men whom A g a t h o c l e s d e s e r t e d . 

« * # * # * * # * * 

t , M o d . x x . 69> 
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Chapter IV. 

The F i r s t Punic War. 

Between the time of Agathocles and the F i r s t Punic War we 

f i n d l i t t l e mention of Carthaginian mercenaries. Details of 

Carthage's wars with Pyrrhus are scanty, and the two authors on 

whom we are larg e l y dependent, J u s t i n and Zonaras, are l a t e and 

often palpably inaccurate. Justin, i t i s true, shows Pyrrhus 

being hard pressed by the Carthaginian f l e e t \ which i n s u f f i c i -
2 

ent knowledge prevents us from classing as a mercenary force 
Zonaras t e l l s us that i n 278 B.G. the growing power of Pyrrhus 

frightened Carthage into getting additional mercenaries from 
3 

I t a l y ; perhaps these were recruited by permission of Some, , 4 then Carthage 3 a l l y . 
•• Mercenaries, as i s well known, were primarily responsi

ble f o r the f i r s t great c o n f l i c t between Rome and Carthage. 

They were a gang of ruff i a n s who called themselves "Mamertlnes" 

or "sons of Mars". They had been i n the service of Agatho-

cles ; when he died i n 289 B.C., they were disbanded, and i n 

stead of returning to t h e i r native Campania they treacherously 

seized the town of Messana. Besieged by Hiero of Syracuse, 

1. J u s t i n x v i i i . 2 . See also Plutarch, Pyrrhus, xxiv. 
2. Lenschau, i n Pauly-Wissowa, s.v. "Earthago", c o l . 2 2 4 o , says 

that the s a i l o r s and probably the marines were pri n 
c i p a l l y drawn from the population of the c a p i t a l . 

3 . Zonaras v l l i . 5 . 
4. G r i f f i t h , op.cit., p. 212 n., thinks thfcs Unlikely. He 

names i t as a suggestion made by G s e l l . 
* See Appendix I I . 



they appealed to Rome, and Carthage took the opposite side 1„ 

Hiero soon transferred his services to the Romans, but the 

war went on between the two great opponents. Hiero's defec

t i o n was a serious loss to Carthage ; she had probably been 

rely i n g c h i e f l y upon the forces of Syracuse to defend S i c i l y : 

"at a l l events i t i s not u n t i l Hieron has changed sides that 

we hear of any extraordinary e f f o r t at Carthage with a view 

to reinforcing the permanent army of defence which presumably 

occupied the Carthaginian province" 2 . There was then the 

usual Punic r e c r u i t i n g - e f f o r t . Foreign mercenaries were 

gathered i n great hordes -—• Ligurians, Celts, and s t i l l more, 
•7. 

Iberians J , and a l l sent to S i c i l y , where Agrigentum was 

chosen as the Punic base of operations. 

Thiswas i n 2 6 3 B.C. The following year the Romans be

gan the siege of Agrigentum ; aft e r f i v e months of siege the 

Suffete Hannibal, who commanded the garrison, being threatened 

with famine, sent to Carthage f o r help. A new army with a 

number of elephants was sent out under the commander Hanno, 

and began to operate from Heraclea. In a preliminary en

gagement a feigned retreat by the excellent l i g h t cavalry of 

the Numidians i n f l i c t e d considerable loss on the Romans, but 

f a i l e d to r a i s e the siege. Many of the defenders of Agri

gentum deserted to the Romans because of hunger, so that 

Hanno decided on a decisive b a t t l e before things went too f a r . 

1. Polybius i . 1 0 - 1 1 . 
2 . G r i f f i t h , op.cit., p. 2 1 2 . 
3 . Polybius 1 . 17 . 



4# The contest lasted a long time, but eventually the Romans put 

to f l i g h t the Caethaginlan mercenaries, who were i n the front 

l i n e , and threw them back upon the elephants and the other sup

porting forces ; the result was a rout f o r the Carthaginian 

army. When night f e l l , however, Hannibal took advantage of 
the Romans' ela t i o n and fatigue and made his way out of his 

desperate situation, breaking out of Agrigentum about midnight 
with h i s mercenaries 1. A l l that now remained of Carthagini
an S i c i l y was a few strongholds on the western coasts of the 
Island. 

Much of the struggle i n S i c i l y from th i s point consis

ted of naval warfare, i n which mercenaries are seldom men

tioned. Zonaras, however, t e l l s a story which seems to be

long to the f i r s t years of the war. The Punic commander 

Hamilcar, he says, was a f r a i d that h i s G a l l i c mercenaries, 

discontented at not being paid i n f u l l , might go over to the 

Romans ; to get r i d of them he sent them out to plunder a 

c i t y which he t o l d them would be surrendered to them, at the 

sametime sending to the Romans pretended deserters who were 

to give the enemy advance notice that the Gauls were coming. 

The l a t t e r f e l l into an ambush and a l l perished, but not u n t i l 
o 

many Romans had been k i l l e d also 
In 256 B.C. the Romans decided to invade A f r i c a . The 

1. Polybius i . 10. 
2. Zonaras v i i i . 10. Frontinus, Strat. i i i . 1 6 . 4, attributes 

th i s piece of treachery to "Hanno, Carthaglensium im-
perator i n S i c i l i a " . 
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road t o Carthage was opened to them by t h e i r n a v a l v i c t o r y o f f 
Cape Ecnomus 1. They l a n d e d i n t h e enemy's c o u n t r y and might 
have d e c i d e d t h e war t h e n a n d t h e r e i f they had marched on Car
thage a t once i n s t e a d of s t o p p i n g t o p l u n d e r i n a manner more 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f the m e r c e n a r i e s whom t h e y a f f e c t e d t o des
p i s e . T h e i r mastery of t h e sea was not a b s o l u t e , and i n t h e 
i n t e r v e n i n g time t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s were a b l e t o b r i n g back 
from S i c i l y 5 0 0 h o r s e and 5 , 0 0 0 f o o t . 

I n a b a t t l e near t h e town o f Adys, v i c t o r y went t o t h e 

Romans, owing to t h e n a t u r e o f the ground. The s t r e n g t h o f 

t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s l a y I n t h e i r c a v a l r y and e l e p h a n t s , and such 

s c h n e l l e Truppen r e q u i r e d l e v e l ground t o o p e r a t e e f f e c t i v e l y . 

Here t h e y threw away t h e i r advantages by f i g h t i n g upon a h i l l . 

D e p r i v e d o f t h e a s s i s t a n c e o f t h e mounted t r o o p s , t h e i r mer

c e n a r i e s n e v e r t h e l e s s f o u g h t v e r y g a l l a n t l y , c o m p e l l i n g the 
2 

Roman f r o n t l i n e to r e t i r e , b u t they were f i n a l l y d e f e a t e d 
P o l y b i u s e x p r e s s l y s t a t e s t h a t t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n r e v e r 

s e s , on b o t h seayiand l a n d , were not due to any l a c k o f courage 
' ... • 3 among t h e s o l d i e r s b u t r a t h e r t o incompetent commanders . The 

1. One t h i n g i s o f s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t i n P o l y b i u s ' s account o f 
t h i s n a v a l b a t t l e ( 1 . 2 7 . 1 ) : t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n command
e r s , i n the customary harangue b e f o r e the b a t t l e , a r e 
r e p r e s e n t e d as r e m i n d i n g t h e i r men t h a t i f t h e y were de
f e a t e d t h e y would have t o f i g h t f o r t h e i r own c o u n t r y 
.and t h e i r own homes. ^rr^Qevre^ be rcepx rrfc cqberepc^ 

rtara{bo<; KtvSuveuoucrt uo.iTCOV dvayKas'cov!A 
T h i s l o o k s as though t h e men i n t h e f l e e t were not mer
c e n a r i e s b u t Ceafchaginians. Cf. Lenschau's statement on 
page 4g, n o t e 2, i n t h i s t h e s i s . 

2 . P o l y b i u s i . 3 0 . 
3 . I b i d . , 3 1 . 



s i t u a t i o n was d e s p e r a t e , as t h e Numidians r o s e a g a i n s t Car

thage and i n f l i c t e d even more damage t h a n t h e Romans d i d . The 

war might have ended t h e r e w i t h a Roman peace i f Regulus, t h e 

Roman commander, had l a i d down l e s s i n t o l e r a b l e terms. Car

thage r e s o l v e d t o keep on f i g h t i n g , and soon had "better f o r 

tune. 

About t h i s t i m e t h e r e r e t u r n e d to the.'.Punic c a p i t a l one 

o f the r e c r u i t i n g - o f f i c e r s who had been sent t o Greece. He 

was accompanied by a c o n s i d e r a b l e number o f s o l d i e r s , among 

them a v e r y a b l e commander named X a n t h i p p u s , a Lacedaemonian K 

T h i s s o l d i e r o f t h e S p a r t a n s c h o o l d i d not h e s i t a t e to say to 

f r i e n d s t h a t the P u n i c d e f e a t s had been due to bad g e n e r a l s h i p . 

When t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n government h e a r d o f h i s s t r i c t u r e s , i t 

i n v i t e d him t o make s u g g e s t i o n s , and t h e g e n e r a l s were so much 

impressed by h i s views t h a t t h e y v o l u n t a r i l y e n t r u s t e d t h e 

command t o him. T h e i r c o n f i d e n c e was sh a r e d by the populace 

o f Carthage 2 , and when he had d i s p l a y e d h i s s k i l l and h i s ex

p e r i e n c e t o t h e s o l d i e r s i n t h e e v o l u t i o n s o f t h e parade-

ground, t h e y too were f i l l e d w i t h enthusiasm and demanded to 

be l e d a g a i n s t t h e Romans. I n a few days Carthage t o o k t h e 

f i e l d once more, w i t h 1 2 , 0 0 0 i n f a n t r y , 4 , 0 0 0 c a v a l r y , and 

n e a r l y a hundred e l e p h a n t s . 

1. A p p i a n , v i i i . 1 . 3 , says t h a t t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s had a l r e a d y 
r e a l i s e d t h e d e f e c t s o f t h e i r g e n e r a l s h i p and had asked 
t h e Lacedaemonians f o r a commander, and t h a t Xanthippus 
was t h e man whom t h e Lacedaemonians s e l e c t e d . 

F r o n t i n u s , S t r a t . i i . 3 . 1 0 , c r e d i t s X a n t h i p p u s w i t h o r i g i 
n a l i t y i n h i s use o f l i g h t - a r m e d t r o o p s which l o o k s 
as though S p a r t a had l e a r n t the h a r d l e s s o n t h a t I p h i -
c r a t e s had t a u g h t . 

2 . P o l y b i u s i . 3 2 . 6 ; Zonaras v i i i . 13. 



The e n s u i n g b a t t l e . w a s a v i c t o r y f o r Carthage, l a r g e l y 

due to the s k i l f u l l y - h a n d l e d c a v a l r y and e l e p h a n t s and to t h e 

l e v e l ground t h a t X a n t h i p p u s had chosen f o r t h e " b a t t l e f i e l d . 

The C a r t h a g i n i a n phalanx, kept i n t a c t t i l l f a i r l y l a t e i n the 

b a t t l e , i s g i v e n c r e d i t by P o l y b i u s f o r a d m i n i s t e r i n g t h e f i n 

i s h i n g blow t o t h e t i r e d Roman l e g i o n a r i e s 1. On t h i s ©ocas 

s i o n t h e m e r c e n a r i e s appear to have been of l i t t l e s e r v i c e . We 

a r e t o l d t h a t t h e Romans h e l d them i n contempt and put them to 

f l i g h t , k i l l i n g about 800 o f them. I n f a c t , about 2 , 0 0 0 o f 

t h e Romans owed t h e i r l i v e s t o t h i s , as t h e i r p u r s u i t o f the 
2 

mercenaries c a r r i e d them out o f the main b a t t l e 

H i s v i c t o r y a c c o m p l i s h e d , X a n t h i p p u s d e p a r t e d f o r home, 

to d i s a p p e a r e n t i r e l y fa?om h i s t o r y . I t i s s t r a n g e t h a t Car

thage was w i l l i n g to d i s p e n s e w i t h h i s s e r v i c e s b e f o r e t h e war 

had been won ; perhaps t h e s a n g u i n e A f r i c a n temperament saw 

i n one v i c t o r y s u f f i c i e n t augury, f o r a s u c c e s s f u l t e r m i n a t i o n 

o f t h e war. P o l y b i u s d e c l a r e s t h a t X a n t h i p p u s d i d w i s e l y i n 

l e a v i n g b e f o r e he c o u l d f a l l a v i c t i m to j e a l o u s y and s l a n d e r , 

which a r e always more d e a d l y when th e y a s s a i l a s t r a n g e r . 

Zonaras mentions two d i f f e r e n t v e r s i o n s o f a s t o r y t h a t t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s v a i n l y p l o t t e d a g a i n s t h i s l i f e when he was on 

h i s way home 3 . Mommsen and Ihne J b o t h r e j e c t t h i s t a l e 

as a f i c t i o n ; R.B.Smith says, more c a u t i o u s l y , "The s t o r y i s 

d o u b t l e s s a m a l i c i o u s i n v e n t i o n , but i t c o u l d h a r d l y have been 

f a t h e r e d upon a people whose g r a t i t u d e f o r f a v o u r s r e c e i v e d 
TT P o l y b i u s i . 3 4 . 6 . 2 . I b i d . , ~ 9 T " ~ 
3 . Zonaras v l i i . 13* Mommsen, o p . c i t . , |>1.181. 
5 . Ihne, o p . c i t . , i i . 7 1 . 



was ei t h e r * deep o r l a s t i n g " 1. 

Land o p e r a t i o n s i n S i c i l y d u r i n g t h e next two o r t h r e e 

y e a r s i n c l u d e d no p i t c h e d b a t t l e s of importance, so g r e a t l y 

had t h e Romans l e a r n e d t o f e a r t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n e l e p h a n t s . 

T h i s p a n i c l a s t e d u n t i l H a s d r u b a l r a s h l y employed t h e s e . a n i -

"mals t o o c l o s e t o t h e w a l l s o f Panormus, w i t h t h e r e s u l t 

t h a t t h e Romans were a b l e t o c a p t u r e them and l o s t much o f 

t h e i r t e r r o r . The men whom t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s employed to 

d r i v e t h e i r e l e p h a n t s a r e spoken o f as " I n d i a n s " j whether 

t h i s name be c o r r e c t l y a p p l i e d o r not, i t i s almost c e r t a i n 

t h a t t h e y were m e r c e n a r i e s . 

A l i t t l e a f t e r t h i s event a t Panormus, the Romans l a i d 

s i e g e t o Lilybaeum,• where H i m i l c o ' s g a r r i s o n i n c l u d e d 1 0 , 0 0 0 

m e r c e n a r i e s Some o f these were Greeks, b u t we do not 

know how many ; i t i s l i k e l y t h a t t h e p r o p o r t i o n was a h i g h 

one, because t h e o p e r a t i o n s o f c o u n t e r - b u i l d i n g and c o u n t e r 

m i n i n g which t h e y c a r r i e d on e x t e n s i v e l y were beyond t h e 
A *5 c a p a c i t y o f the mere b a r b a r i a n . C e r t a i n o f f i c e r s ^ o f the 

1 .Smith o p .Q i t . , p. 107. n . a . , , 
a . P o l y b i u s i . 4 0 . 3'.. I b i d . , 4 2 . 1 1 . 
4. I t i s noteworthy t h a t the i d e a o f s e t t i n g t h e Roman s i e g e -

works o n f i r e d u r i n g a g a l e o r i g i n a t e d w i t h some o f 
the Greek me r c e n a r i e s ( P o l y b i u s 1 . 4 8 . 3 ) . We must 
not f o r g e t , o f co u r s e , t h a t t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s them
s e l v e s were f u l l y c o n v e r s a n t w i t h s i e g e - o p e r a t i o n s ; 
see Tarn, H e l l e n . M i l . & Nav. D e v e l . , pp. 1 0 2 - 1 0 3 . 

5f-. The word t h a t P o l y b i u s uses I s t h e r a t h e r ambiguous 
'HYS'P'O'VODV , but as t h e y a r e c o n t r a s t e d w i t h 
rerayyxevov^ , i t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e y were o f f i c e r s 
r a t h e r t h a n r i n g l e a d e r s . 



m e r c e n a r i e s went o v e r t o t h e Romans, "but t h e i r t r e a c h e r o u s ex

ample was not f o l l o w e d "by t h e i r comrades, owing t o an Achaean 

named A l e x o n , who used h i s i n f l u e n c e w i t h them and a l s o i n 

formed H i m i l c o o f t h e p l o t . The P u n i c commander c a l l e d t o 

g e t h e r t h e o f f i c e r s who had not d e s e r t e d and i m p l o r e d them to 

remain l o y a l . H i s l a v i s h promises a s s u r e d t h e i r f i d e l i t y ; 

i n t h e i r t u r n t h e y used e n t r e a t y and promise o f reward to keep 

t h e i r own men from becoming d i s a f f e c t e d . Some of the mercen

a r i e s were C e l t s ; t h e y had s e r v e d under a C a r t h a g i n i a n o f f i 

c e r named H a n n i b a l , who was now t h e means o f k e e p i n g them 

l o y a l . Among the o t h e r m e r c e n a r i e s A l e x o n h i m s e l f enjoyed 

c o n s i d e r a b l e p r e s t i g e ; t h i s may mean t h a t t h e n o n - C e l t i c 

m e r c e n a r i e s were l a r g e l y Greeks . 

Anot h e r c o n t i n g e n t o f t r o o p s came from Carthage by sea to 

L i l y b a e u m , numbering 1 0 , 0 0 0 . They s a i l e d p a s t t h e Roman f l e e t , 

t o w h i c h t h e y were rea d y t o o f f e r b a t t l e a t sea : P o l y b i u s 
2 

says t h a t t h e y were on t h e decks and p r e p a r e d f o r a c t i o n a 

statement which seems more a p p l i c a b l e t o Greeks o r P h o e n i c i a n s 

t h a n t o s e a s i c k Gauls and L i b y a n s . What t h i s f o r c e d i d once, 

was done many t i m e s by a s k i l f u l b l o c k a d e - r u n n e r named Hanni

b a l "surnamed t h e Rhodian*'.3 Smith speaks o f t h i s man as "a 
4 

R h o d i a n mercenary" ; t h e Loeb e d i t o r , as one o f the l e a d i n g 

c i t i z e n s o f Carthage. The name H a n n i b a l e e r t a i n l y f i t s i n 

b e t t e r w i t h t h e l a t t e r i d e a , and t h e phrase ._rt<?_.,.avi)p ra>v ev-

So'^cuv, J A w {"pa? STtiKaXoujievoS 'Po'SioS s c a r c e l y sounds as 

though he were a mercenary a t a l l . 
•1. G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , y.JTel 2 . P o l y b i u s , i . 4 4 . 3 . 
4 . Smith, o p . c i t . . p. 121. 3« P o l y b i u s , i . 4 6 . 4 . 



M e r c e n a r i e s a r e mentioned more than once as s e r v i n g a t 

sea i n t h e l a s t n a v a l b a t t l e s of t h e war. I n 249 B.C. the 

P u n i c commander A d h e r b a l t o o k them aboard h i s s h i p s as mar

i n e s 1; to oppose them P u b l i u s C l a u d i u s P u l c h e r put on h i s 

s h i p s t h e p i c k of h i s army — - men who r e a d i l y v o l u n t e e r e d 

as t h e voyage was t o be a s h o r t one, w i t h what seemed a s u r e 

chance o f a c q u i r i n g b o o t y . T h i s s c a r c e l y j u s t i f i e s t h e 

Roman h i s t o r i a n s i n t h e i r s c o r n o f the p r o f e s s e d mercenary. 

N e i t h e r d i d t h e i s s u e o f t h i s b a t t l e , w hich was fought o f f 

Drepanum, though P o l y b i u s a t t r i b u t e s t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n suc

cess' to t h e s u p e r i o r b u i l d o f t h e P u n i c f l e e t and the b e t t e r 
2 

t r a i n i n g o f the P u n i c rowers . I n t h e y e a r 241 Hanno * s de

f e a t o f f t h e A e g a t i a n I s l a n d s was due t o t h e f a i l u r e o f h i s 

p l a n t o exchange, b e f o r e o f f e r i n g b a t t l e , the raw l e v i e s who 

were s e r v i n g as m a r i n e s , f o r q u a l i f i e d m e r c e n a r i e s , "the b e s t 
i n f a n t r y 3 

men o f t h e loamA f o r c e s " 
R e t u r n i n g to o p e r a t i o n s on l a n d , we may mention th e 

p a r t p l a y e d by m e r c e n a r i e s i n a s o r t i e from L i l y b a e u m i n 249 

B.C. H i m i l c o , who commanded the C a r t h a g i n i a n g a r r i s o n , see

i n g t h e Roman camp i n commotion because o f a C a r t h a g i n i a n 

r a i d from th e sea, sent out h i s m e r c e n a r i e s ' t o a t t a c k ^, but 

no r e a s o n i s g i v e n why t h e y were s e l e c t e d f o r t h e purpose 

1. P o l y b i u s 1.49.10- ; 5 1 . 3 . 2. I b i d ^ , 5 1 . 4 . 
3' I b i d . , 60.3 ; 60.8. G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , p. 216, t h i n k s 

t h a t t h e s e s u p e r i o r marines were p r o b a b l y the Greeks. 
pt. P o l y b i u s , XESxaAxxi 5 3 . 5 . 



Y/hether as more l i k e l y to be e f f e c t i v e o r as more e a s i l y d i s 

pensed w i t h i n case o f d i s a s t e r . I t was m a i n l y on mercenary 

s o l d i e r s , a t any r a t e , t h a t the g r e a t H a m i l c a r B a r c a had to de

pend i n h i s g u e r i l l a w a r f a r e d u r i n g the l a s t y e ars o f the g r e a t 

s t r u g g l e ; and when we c o n s i d e r the d e p l e t e d s t a t e o f the Car

t h a g i n i a n t r e a s u r y a t t h i s time, we can o n l y m arvel t h a t t h i s 

man kept up t h e f i g h t so l o n g . I n my o p i n i o n , Tenney Frank 

f a i l s t o do j u s t i c e e i t h e r to him o r t o h i s men when he blames 

him f o r not c a r r y i n g a b o l d o f f e n s i v e i n t o E a s t e r n S i c i l y 1. 

H a m i l c a r 1 s c l a i m upon h i s s o l d i e r s was t h a t o f a paymaster on 

h i s employees ; i f t h e paymaster has no money, can he be 

blamed, o r the employees e i t h e r , i f the c o n t r a c t u a l r e l a t i o n 

s h i p comes to an end ? 

I t i s t r u e t h a t some o f H a m i l c a r ' s men gave " t r o u b l e , 

e s p e c i a l l y when t h e i r pay f e l l i n t o a r r e a r s . The f a c t t h a t 

t h e Gauls were t h e w o r s t o f f e n d e r s would appear t o show t h a t 

Carthage c o u l d no l o n g e r a f f o r d m e r c e n a r i e s o f b e t t e r q u a l i t y ; 

G a u l s were n o t o r i o u s l y u n s t a b l e and t u r b u l e n t , and f r e q u e n t l y 

embarrassed th e H e l l e n i s t i c masters t h a t employed them i n 

hordes ^. H a m i l c a r was compelled t o t r e a t h i s G a l l i c mal

c o n t e n t s more s t e r n l y t h a n some of h i s p r e d e c e s s o r s had done, 

f o r t h e l a t t e r were s t i l l a b l e t o bestow o r a t any r a t e to 

promise ; and h i s s t e r n n e s s sometimes too k t h e form o f c r u e l t y 

1. Tenney Frank i n Camb.Anc.Hist., V o l . V I I , c h . x x i . , p.694-. 
2. P o l y b i u s i i . 7 ; Zonaras v i i l . 1 0 , 16. 
3. P. Jouguet, Macedonian I m p e r i a l i s m , pp.186,188; H.A.Ormerod, 

P i r a c y i n t h e A n c i e n t World, p. 126 ; T a r n , H e l l e n i s t i c  
C i v i l i s a t i o n , p. 56 ; ffriffith, op. c i t . , e s p e c i a l l y 
pp. 174 , 252-253. 
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and t r e a c h e r y 1. But i t was not H a m i l c a r , n or was i t h i s 

me r c e n a r i e s , who l o s t the war f o r Carthage. G r i f f i t h w e l l 

says : 
" the evi d e n c e r e l a t i n g t o t h e l o n g weary 
s t r u g g l e , s c a n t y as i t i s , does suggest 
t h a t t h e mer c e n a r i e s o f Carthage, b e s i d e s 
b e i n g numerous, were a l s o b o t h e f f i c i e n t 
and l o y a l " 2. 

* * # * # * # # * © 

1. Zonaras v i i i . 16 
2. G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t , 

P r o n t i n u s , 
pp.216 -217-

S t r a t , 



* ; Chapter V. 

The T r u e e l e s s War. 

Immediately a f t e r t h e F i r s t P u n i c War t h e r e f o l l o w e d an 

e p i s o d e which, as r e c o r d e d by P o l y b i u s , t e l l s us more about 

the m e r c e n a r i e s o f Carthage t h a n we can l e a r n from any o t h e r 

s o u r c e : the g r e a t R e v o l t o f t h e M e r c e n a r i e s , o r , as i t was 

o f t e n c a l l e d i n a n t i q u i t y , t h e T r u c e l e s s War. I n t h i s chap

t e r o f P u n i c h i s t o r y , t h e m e r c e n a r i e s themselves a r e t h e main 

c h a r a c t e r s and not mere pawns i n a game. I t i s almost the 

o n l y p l a c e where i n d i v i d u a l m e r cenaries a r e d e s c r i b e d i n any 

d e t a i l , and where we see them d e a l i n g d i r e c t w i t h the c i t y 

t h a t employed them, not w i t h a g e n e r a l o r a committee o f 

o f f i c e r s i n a d i s t a n t t h e a t r e o f h o s t i l i t i e s . I t i s a t e r r i 

b l e t a l e o f p e r f i d y and r a p a c i t y , o f t u r b u l e n c e , s l a u g h t e r , 

and f i e r c e revenges. There seems l i t t l e r e a s o n to doubt th e 

g e n e r a l a c c u r a c y o f t h e s t o r y as P o l y b i u s t e l l s i t , but we 

must b e a r i n mind t h a t h i s g r e a t a d m i r a t i o n f o r the Romans 

tends to b r i n g out a l l t h a t i s t o t h e d i s c r e d i t o f Rome's 

g r e a t enemy. The mere f a c t t h a t Carthage employed t h e mer

cen a r y system causes him t o p e r c e i v e i n t h a t system e v i l s 

which a l e s s p a r t i a l o b s e r v e r might deem not n e c e s s a r i l y a 

p a r t o f i t . To do him j u s t i c e , however, we must admit t h a t 

much o f t h e t r o u b l e he h i m s e l f r e a l i s e d t o have a r i s e n from 

l a c k o f f o r e s i g h t on t h e p a r t o f the C a r t h a g i n i a n a u t h o r i t i e s 
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and from t h e i r f a i l u r e t o t a k e obvious p r e c a u t i o n s 1 . He im

p l i e s t h a t Carthage, by a j u d i c i o u s m i x t u r e o f j u s t i c e and 

f i r m n e s s and d i s c r e t i o n , c o u l d have made o f t h e mercenary 

system something b e t t e r , o r , l e t us say, l e s s f a u l t y t h a n i t 

was. Perhaps he i n t e n d e d t o warn h i s Roman f r i e n d s who 

might have t o ha n d l e m e r c e n a r i e s themselves 

A t the end o f the F i r s t P u n i c War the r u l e r s o f Carthage 

were f a c e d w i t h a g r e a t d e m o b i l i s a t i o n - p r o b l e m . The d i f f i 

c u l t y was not t h a t which c o n f r o n t s a modern government a t t h e 

end o f a l o n g war, when s e v e r a l m i l l i o n c o n s c r i p t e d men must 

be t a k e n back i n t o c i v i l i a n p u r s u i t s w i t h o u t d i s o r g a n i s i n g t h e 

economic system o r c a u s i n g a p o l i t i c a l u p h e a v a l . Carthage had 

not to d e a l w i t h h e r own c i t i z e n s ; she had t o get r i d o f a 

horde o f a l i e n s who were no l o n g e r wanted but who had c l a i m s 

upon h e r f o r s e r v i c e s i n a l o s t war. A c c o r d i n g t o t h e 

p e a c e - t r e a t y , Carthage was bound to evacuate S i c i l y and a l l 

t h e i s l a n d s l y i n g between S i c i l y and the I t a l i a n m ainland , 

nor were the Romans l i k e l y to be i n d u l g e n t as r e g a r d s t h e 

t i m e - l i m i t f o r such a s u r r e n d e r . The humbled A f r i c a n c i t y 

had t o b r i n g h e r d e f e a t e d t r o o p s i n t o h e r own t e r r i t o r y be

f o r e she c o u l d d e m o b i l i s e them. We do not know whether she 

asked f o r p e r m i s s i o n t o pay them o f f i n S i c i l y and t o l e a v e 

them t o t h e i r f a t e ; i t i s v e r y u n l i k e l y t h a t t h e Romans 

would have welcomed t h e presence o f thousands o f troublesome 

b a r b a r i a n s i n t h e i r n e w l y - a c q u i r e d t e r r i t o r y . A t any r a t e , 

i t was out o f t h e q u e s t i o n f o r Carthage t o t h i n k o f p a y i n g h e r 

1. P o l y b i u s 1 . 6 3 . 7 - 2 . See G r i f f i t h , p p . 2 3 4 - 2 3 5 , f o r 
3 . P & M B . ^ 6 3 . 3 ; Z o n . v i i i . l 7 . ( e a r l y R o m a n U B e o f m e r c e n a r i e s . 



soldiers o f f i n S i c i l y . Apart from the danger of losing the 

money at sea, there was the r i s k of i t s f a l l i n g into the hands 

of the Romans, who had already added a thousand talents to the 

war-indemnity. There was no other way. The mercenaries had 

to he brought back to A f r i c a . And where was the defeated 

c i t y to f i n d the money to pay them o f f ? 

The history of mercenary warfare i s f u l l of disasters 

caused by the employer's f a i l u r e to make good h i s promises ; 

nations, no less than individuals, have reason to dread l e 

quart-d'heure de Rabelais. Throughout antiquity the rule was 

- — i n practice i f not i n p r i n c i p l e that the payment of a 

mercenary force enrolled for a c r i s i s was contingent upon the 

employer's vic t o r y . Before success was achieved, the s o l 

diers could consider themselves lucky i f they received enough 

ration-money' apart from pay proper - — for each day s food. 

The employing State, hazarding everything upon success i n the 

f i e l d , was in a pos i t i o n somewhat l i k e that of the modern man 

who borrows or steals money with which to speculate. Failure 

activated the State's own tools to increase the calamity. And 

i t was i n this unhappy s i t u a t i o n that the rulers of Carthage 

now found themselves. 

As soon as the peace-treaty had been made,Hamilcar Barca 
2 

had resigned his S i c i l i a n command. Perhaps he foresaw the 

trouble that was coming and desired to evade the responsibi-

1. G r i f f i t h , op.cit.„ oh. x., "Pay and Maintenance". 
2. A l l the d e t a i l s i n thi s account of the Truceless War are 

taken from the F i r s t Book of Polybius, unless some other 
source i s expressly mentioned. 



l i t y ', f o r indeed he had a l r e a d y endured enough f o r the Re

p u b l i c ;. I t i s more l i k e l y , though, t h a t he f e l t such a r e s i g 

n a t i o n n e c e s s a r y because o f t h e l i k e l i h h o d t h a t the s u s p i c i o u s 

Romans would see i n h i s r e m a i n i n g i n S i c i l y a p r e t e x t f o r 

f u r t h e r s t e p s a g a i n s t Carthage. He was succeeded i n t h e com

mand a t L i l y b a e u m by an o f f i c e r named G-isco, whom P o l y b i u s 

commends f o r h i s s a g a c i t y . A n t i c i p a t i n g the p r o b a b l e d i f f i 

c u l t y , G-isco se n t h i s s o l d i e r s back to Carthage i n d e t a c h 

ments, h i s i d e a b e i n g t h a t t h e home a u t h o r i t i e s s h o u l d pa3r 

each detachment o f f and send i t away to i t s own c o u n t r y b e f o r e 

t h e n e x t d r a f t a r r i v e d . T h i s s e n s i b l e arrangement was upset 

by two t h i n g s : f i r s t , Carthage was s h o r t o f ready money ; 

s e c o n d l y , t h e a u t h o r i t i e s c h e r i s h e d the d e l u s i o n t h a t t h e mer

c e n a r i e s c o u l d be persuaded to f o r g o some o f the pay t h a t was 

i n a r r e a r s . Men who had s u f f e r e d d e f e a t , t h e y t h o u g h t , would 

• s c a r c e l y d are t o be i m p o r t u n a t e on the v e r y s o i l of Carthage. 

More and more t r o o p s k e p t a r r i v i n g . The government, annoyed 

by t h e i r l i c e n t i o u s n e s s , induced them t o q u i t t h e c i t y i n a 

body and move t o a nearby town. I t gave each man a g o l d c o i n 

f o r p r e s s i n g expenses ; t h e s i g h t o f the g o l d o n l y whetted 

the a p p e t i t e o f the s o l d i e r s f o r more. To d e p r i v e them o f an 

excuse f o r r e t u r n i n g to Carthage, t h e a u t h o r i t i e s made them 

1. A p p i a n (v.2.3 ; v i . 1 . 4 ) says t h a t H a m i l c a r , w h i l e command
i n g i n S i c i l y , made l a v i s h promises t o h i s C e l t i c mer
c e n a r i e s and L i b y a n a l l i e s , and t h a t the f a i l u r e to make 
thes e promises good a f t e r H a m i l c a r ' s r e t u r n to A f r i c a 
-was t h e cause o f t h e M e r c e n a r i e s ' War. A p p i an, however, 
i s p l a i n l y p r e j u d i c e d a g a i n s t H a m i l c a r . 
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t a k e w i t h them t h e i r w i v e s , c h i l d r e n , and "baggage. T h i s ac

t i o n g r e a t l y o f f e n d e d the malcontents h u t gave them t h e s a t i s 

f a c t i o n o f knowing t h a t Carthage no l o n g e r h e l d any s u r e t i e s 

f o r t h e i r good "behaviour. 

The men who had endured h a r d s h i p s f o r so l o n g were now no 

l o n g e r r e s t r a i n e d by thoughts o f e i t h e r d i s c i p l i n e o r danger ; 

i n t h e i r d e m o r a l i s i n g environment t h e y soon f e l l v i c t i m s to 

numerous a g i t a t o r s . The f a v o u r i t e t o p i c f o r d i s c u s s i o n was 

o f c o u r s e t h e amount t h a t Carthage owed them. I f t h e r e was 

to be any change, t h e y d e c l a r e d , i t would s u r e l y be i n t h e i r 

f a v o u r . Had not a l l manner o f l a v i s h promises been made to 

them by t h e i r g e n e r a l s whenever i n the l a t e war t h i n g s were a t 

a c r i s i s ? , 

T h e i r hopes were dashed when Hanno, who t h e n ^ h e l d t h e 

c h i e f command i n A f r i c a , a d d r e s s e d them. Carthage, he s a i d , 

c o u l d not meet t h e i r demands i n f u l l . Would t h e y n o t , i n 

view o f h e r heavy t a x a t i o n and g e n e r a l d i s t r e s s , agree t o mod

e r a t e t h e i r c l a i m s ? The immediate r e p l y was a s e r i e s o f i n 

d i g n a t i o n - m e e t i n g s throughout the camp. Men of the same 

l i n g u i s t i c o r r a c i a l group g a t h e r e d to d i s c u s s t h e i r wrongs, 

and t h e s e meetings soon c o a l e s c e d w i t h t h o s e o f o t h e r groups. 

I t had been a C a r t h a g i n i a n p r a c t i c e t o keep t h e mercenary 

c o n t i n g e n t s as heterogeneous as p o s s i b l e to prevent'. 1 con

c e r t e d mutiny, and to d i s c o u r a g e t h e use of a common language 

i n t h e camp. The r e s u l t o f t h i s p o l i c y was t h a t now amid 

the r i o t i n g i t was i m p o s s i b l e f o r t h e v o i c e o f r e a s o n and 

moderation t o make i t s e l f h e a r d . E i t h e r t h r o u g h misunder-
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standing or through malice the o f f i c e r s f a i l e d to transmit cor
r e c t l y to. the men under them the demands or entreaties that 

1 

Hanno made , The troops were fo r the most part men of excit

able races : Iberians, Celts, Ligurians, Balearians, with no 

small number of Greek half-breeds who were mostly deserters and 

slaves ; but the largest r a c i a l group consisted of the passion

ate violent Libyans —>- men who were probably subject-allies 

rather than mercenaries but i n the present c r i s i s i n s isted on 

assuming the l a t t e r character 2 . In a l l , the mercenaries 

numbered over 20,000. 

In t h e i r subsequent dealings with t h i s wild rabble, the 

Carthaginians showed as much weakness as f o l l y a policy 

dictated by t h e i r r e a l i s a t i o n that t h e i r c i t i z e n - f o r c e was 

quite incompetent to control the mutineers. Accordingly, a l l 

that could be done was to make extravagant promises and to l e t 

the mercenaries have abundant supplies at any price they chose 

to pay. The soldiers then demanded reimbursement for the 

horses which they had l o s t i n the war. When this was con

ceded to be a reasonable request, the mercenaries demanded 

1. Polybius here ( i . 7 6 . 1 0 - 1 1 ) shows that subordinate o f f i c e r s 
i n the mercenary forces were not Carthaginians. Beloch, 
Griechische Geschichte, i v . 1 , p.3 5 4 , and Duruy, op.cit., 
i . 4 5 2 , speak of only the p r i n c i p a l o f f i c e r s of a Punic 
army as being Carthaginians, and t h i s view i s probably 
correct ; the e s s e n t i a l l y t r i b a l methods of warfare 
followed by these mercenary forces must have required a 
large humber of subaltern o f f i c e r s to be of the same 
r a c i a l group as the men they commanded. On the other 
hand, Polybius here may use the words r& v nveiidvcov 
-and T O U S rroAAou? , respectively, to indicate not o f f i 
cers and men, but spokesmen and those for whom they spoke. 

2 . See G r i f f i t h , op.cit., pp. 2 1 9 - 2 2 0 , f o r a discussion of 
th i s point. 



t h a t the a r r e a r s o f t h e i r ration-money s h o u l d he c a l c u l a t e d on 

the b a s i s o f the maximum p r i c e a t which g r a i n had s t o o d d u r i n g 

t h e war, and they made s i m i l a r e x o r b i t a n t c l a i m s . They d i d 

however agree t o submit d i s p u t e d p o i n t s t o one o f the g e n e r a l s 

under whom th e y had fou g h t i n S i c i l y --- not t o H a m i l c a r B a r c a , 

whom t h e y had come to d i s l i k e f o r h i s u n c o n c i l l a t o r y a t t i t u d e , 

but t o G i s c o , who had been c o n s i d e r a t e o f them i n the matter o f 

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n from S i c i l y . G i s c o came to Tu n i s w i t h money 

f o r t h e s o l d i e r s , t r a v e l l i n g by sea w i t h t h e i d e a , no doubt, 

t h a t i t would be i m p o s s i b l e t o t r a n s p o r t money by l a n d through 

a d i s a f f e c t e d and t u r b u l e n t d i s t r i c t . He f i r s t h e l d c o n f e r 

ences w i t h the m e r c e n a r i e s 1 o f f i c e r s ( o r l e a d e r s , TOU<5 riye-

pdvaS) ] and t h e n w i t h t h e s o l d i e r s themselves, d e a l i n g w i t h 

t h e d i f f e r e n t r a c i a l groups s e p a r a t e l y . He rebuked them f o r 

t h e i r conduct and begged them t o be b e t t e r d i s p o s e d f o r t h e 

f u t u r e toward t h e i r o l d paymasters ; perhaps he had i n mind 

t h e i r e v e n t u a l re-engagement i n a n o t h e r war a g a i n s t Rome. He 

proceeded t o pay o f f t h e i r a r r e a r s , t r i b e by t r i b e . We a r e 

g i v e n no i n f o r m a t i o n about t h e o r d e r o f payment except t h a t 

t h e L i b y a n s appear t o have c o n s i d e r themselves as t h e l a s t on 

the r o l l o f c r e d i t o r s . They may have had a s u s p i c i o n t h a t 

Carthage would end by r e f u s i n g t o r e c o g n i s e any L i b y a n as a 

mercenary a t a l l . 

J u s t when a s a t i s f a c t o r y s o l u t i o n appeared t o have been 

reached f o r t h e o t h e r s o l d i e r s , t h e L i b y a n s began t o g i v e 

t r o u b l e . They had been i n c i t e d by a c o u p l e o f a g i t a t o r s , one 

1. P o l y b i u s i . 69. U 



a runaway s l a v e o f t h e Romans, by name Spendlus, a Campanian 

f u l l of- t h e t u r b u l e n c e o f h i s r a c e , the o t h e r a L i b y a n named 

Matho. Both were a f r a i d o f the p r o b a b l e c o u r s e o f events • 

Spendius because he a n t i c i p a t e d a r e t u r n to h i s Roman masters 

and d e a t h by c r u c i f i x i o n , Matho because he f e a r e d C a r t h a g i n i a n 

punishment f o r t h e a g i t a t o r ' s p a r t t h a t he had j u s t been p l a y 

i n g . Matho managed to c o n v i n c e t h e L i b y a n s as a whole t h a t 

t h e y would s u f f e r P u n i c vengeance as soon as t h e o t h e r mercen-

a r i e s were no l o n g e r a t hand to a i d them ', and r i o t i n g became 

worse and worse. 

The p i c t u r e o f t h e m e r c e n a r i e s ' camp g i v e n by P o l y b i u s i s 

v e r y d i f f e r e n t f r om t h e o r d e r l y scenes d e p i c t e d i n the pages o f 

Xenophon - — a t l e a s t , t h e Ten Thousand, i n s p i t e o f the miss

i l e s and t h e t a u n t s they threw a t t h e i r l e a d e r s , were o r d e r l y 

i n comparison J Xenophon shows men who c o u l d l i s t e n to r e a s o n 

- T - - i n o t h e r words, n o t b a r b a r i a n s . On t h e o t h e r hand, a l l 

the l a w l e s s n e s s i n the b a r b a r i a n n a t u r e was brought out by t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n m i l i t a r y system, which had d i s c o u r a g e d a l l organ

i s a t i o n among t h e s e r c e n a r i e s . There appear to have been no 

m e r c e n a r i e s ' g u i l d s , such as e x i s t e d i n t h e Egypt o f t h e P t o l 

emies 2 , - — o r g a n i s a t i o n s which i n s p i t e o f t h e i r o c c a s i o n a l 

t u r b u l e n c e s t r o v e a t any r a t e t o c l a r i f y t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p be

tween the s o l d i e r s and t h e i r employer. I n t h e a rmies o f the 

H e l l e n i s t i c k i n g s , t h e r e was one g r e a t s t a b i l i s i n g - f o r c e , 

1. A c c o r d i n g t o A p p i a n , v.2.3, the C a r t h a g i n i a n s had a l r e a d y 
angered th e A f r i c a n s by c r u c i f y i n g 3 , 0 0 0 o f them f o r de
s e r t i n g to t h e Romans. 

2. Tarn, H e l l e n i s t i c C i v i l i s a t i o n , p. 175. 



namely a common language which Greeks and b a r b a r i a n s a l i k e 

u n d e r s t o o d . No such I n f l u e n c e h e l p e d t o r e s t o r e o r d e r i n 

t h a t stormy b a r b a r i a n camp near Carthage. The o n l y phrase, 
says P o l y b i u s , t h a t a l l t h e d i v e r s e r a c i a l groups understood 
was t h e c r y , "Stone him 5", w i t h which th e troublemakers 
• 1 
s i l e n c e d e i t h e r o f f i c e r s o r p r i v a t e s who.came fo r w a r d t o 
address t h e m u l t i t u d e . 

I n t h i s t u m u l t G i s c o i s shown by P o l y b i u s as a c t i n g i n 

an a d m i r a b l e manner. The g e n e r a l , t h i n k i n g o n l y o f the danger 

i n which Carthage s t o o d and not o f h i s ov/n p e r i l , kept on t r y -
2 

i n g t o c o n c i l i a t e one d e p u t a t i o n a f t e r a n o t h e r , as w e l l as 

a d d r e s s i n g t h e v a r i o u s r a c i a l groups. F i n a l l y he l o s t h i s 

temper, and t h e L i b y a n s answered h i s sarcasm by a r r e s t i n g him 

and h i s C a r t h a g i n i a n s t a f f . Such v i o l e n c e shown to a man who 

had v i r t u a l l y come i n the c h a r a c t e r o f an ambassador and t h e r e 

f o r e , a c c o r d i n g t o the custom o f the a n c i e n t worlds,; i n v i o l a b l e , 

meant open war w i t h t h e R e p u b l i c . 

Immediately t h e r e b e l s s e n t envoys to ask t h e L i b y a n s 

f o r a i d a g a i n s t t h e common o p p r e s s o r . The response was g r a t i 

f y i n g . Most o f t h e L i b y a n towns agreed t o c o n t r i b u t e t r o o p s 

and s u p p l i e s . I t was not a f o r c e d c o - o p e r a t i o n : so i n t e n s e 

was t h e g e n e r a l h a t r e d o f Carthage t h a t t h e L i b y a n women ar e 

s a i d t o have o f f e r e d t h e i r t r i n k e t s to t h e war-fund. U t i c a 
1. Becaase o f i t s a n t i t h e s i s t o xZvr~ibi(nrZv, T S V iyfep,dvcov 

must mean; o f f i c e r s h e r e r a t h e r t h a n r i n g l e a d e r s . The 
passage i s P o l y b i u s i . 6 9 • 11 • 

2. P o l y b i u s i.70.2-3. W.R.Paton, the Loeb e d i t o r , assumes 
t h a t t h e d e l e g a t i o n s c o n s i s t e d of o f f i c e r s q f t h e mercen
a r i e s 1 . The Greek phrase T O U S npoeo'-rwra? aurcov would 
i n d i c a t e r i n g l e a d e r s r a t h e r t h a n o f f i c e r s d u l y a p p o i n t e d ; 
see L i d & e l l and S c o t t , s.v. tfpoitf-nflii. 



and H i p p a c r i t a e , which r e f u s e d t o j o i n t h e r e b e l s , were he-
s i e g e d . 

The s i t u a t i o n was a d e s p e r a t e one f o r Carthage, which was 

exhausted o f n a v a l and m i l i t a r y r e s o u r c e s and c o u l d hope f o r no 

e x t e r n a l a s s i s t a n c e . Her p o l i c y o f g r i n d i n g down the s u b j e c t -

p e o p l e s , e s p e c i a l l y t h e L i b y a n s , had produced a t e r r i b l e r e a c 

t i o n . P o l y b i u s i m p l i e s t h a t some C a r t h a g i n i a n governors had 

r u l e d w i t h m i l d n e s s and humanity , though t h e y were the ex

c e p t i o n r a t h e r than the r u l e . But a t t h i s moment t h e L i b y a n 

i n s u r g e n t s , men and TO men a l i k e , c o u l d t h i n k o f Carthage o n l y 

as t h e o p p r e s s o r , t h e c i t y t h a t c a l l e d a man a good governor 

I f h i s h a r s h r u l e brought i n ample t r i b u t e . The mutineers 

were g i v e n money by the L i b y a n s w i t h f a r g r e a t e r r e a d i n e s s 

t h a n Carthage had e v e r shown i n p a y i n g wages d u l y earned. 
2 

Matho was j o i n e d by about 70,000 L i b y a n s . 

The C a r t h a g i n i a n s showed more courage now than d u r i n g 

the n e g o t i a t i o n s - . They armed t h e c i t i z e n s o f m i l i t a r y age 

w i t h the s c a n t y s u p p l y o f weapons a t t h e i r d i s p o s a l ; t h e y 
o r g a n i s e and to 3 

began t o / d r i l l t h e c i t i z e n s * c a v a l r y f o r c e ; t h e y got ready 
the remnants o f t h e i r navy ; and, w i t h c h a r a c t e r i s t i c con

s e r v a t i s m , t h e y s e t about h i r i n g more m e r c e n a r i e s . F o r a 

1. P o l y b i u s i . 72.3. 
2. Zonaras, # i i i , 17, says t h a t the s l a v e - p o p u l a t i o n o f Car

t h a g e * TO oouXeuov ro ev r ^ 7rdX.ei, j o i n e d t h e 
r e b e l s . - T h i s i s a p p a r e n t l y borne out by Appian,v.2.3. 

3. A p p a r e n t l y t h e r e was no need t o arm t h e c a v a l r y , which 
c o n s i s t e d o f w e a l t h y c i t i z e n s permanently i n p o s s e s s i o n 
o f equipment. 



commander they chose a c e r t a i n Hanno, who though a r a p a c i o u s 

p r o v i n c i a l g o v ernor was deemed t o have h a n d l e d i n a s a t i s f a c - i - f 

t o r y manner p r e v i o u s t r o u b l e i n L i b y a . H i s t a l e n t s , how

ever i f we may use the modern m i l i t a r y a r g o t — 5 l a y i n 

t h e "Q" branch, not i n t h e "G-" 5 he was an o r g a n i s e r but not 

a t a c t i c i a n . The s i t u a t i o n c a l l e d f o r g e n e r a l s h i p , whereas 

Hanno added t o i n e x p e r i e n c e a l a c k o f c a u t i o n and o f energy, 

as w e l l as an e f f e m i n a t e c r a v i n g f o r l u x u r y . H i s p r e v i o u s 

m i l i t a r y renown had been g a i n e d i n f i g h t i n g Nomads and L i b y a n s 
A/ 

who never t r i e d to r a l l y a f t e r a d e f e a t •/. 
The r e s u l t was what might have been f o r e s e e n . Though 

. ••. .3., :.. ...... . 

he t o o k t h e f i e l d w i t h a hundred e l e p h a n t s and a g r e a t t r a i n 

o f equipment, t h e seasoned v e t e r a n s who had fought i n S i c i l y 

under B a r c a managed t o r e t r i e v e an i n i t i a l d e f e a t and t o f o i l 

h i s attempt to r a i s e t h e s i e g e o f U t i c a . Hanno's s i e g e - t r a i n 

was c a p t u r e d and many of h i s men k i l l e d ; two g r e a t advan

tages t h a t might have g i v e n t h e l o y a l i s t s v i c t o r y , namely e l e 

phants and; c a t a p u l t s ^ " had been thrown away. 

1, A c c o r d i n g to D i o d o r u s , x x i v . ( V o l . I X . , p.344 i n the Wessel-
i n g e d i t i o n ) , Hanno appears to have g a i n e d : a r e p u t a t i o n f®ar m i l d d i p l o m a c y r a t h e r t h a n f o r g e n e r a l s h i p . 

2 ' ^ W H s i . 7 4 . 8 \, eicekQ&v ei% rnv raljv(utica) • eVvero 

3 . The r e b e l s appear to have had no e l e p h a n t s a t a l l . These 
a n i m a l s , v e r y e f f e c t i v e a g a i n s t u n t r a i n e d men and horses, 
were l a r g e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the m e r c e n a r i e s ' d e f e a t i n 
t h i s war. See T a r n , H e l l . M i l t t . & Nav. D e v e l . , p p .9 2 - 9 8 . 

4 . The m e r c e n a r i e s appear t o have had l i t t l e s k i l l i n t h e 
h a n d l i n g o f c a t a p u l t s o r o t h e r s i e g e - e n g i n e s - — a c i r 
cumstance which perhaps shows t h a t o n l y C a r t h a g i n i a n s 
were a l l o w e d t o a c q u i r e the r e q u i s i t e t r a i n i n g . The 
s i e g e s which t h e m e r c e n a r i e s conducted must have been 
mere b l o c k a d e s , r e l y i n g f o r s u c c e s s (Se© f o o t o f n e x t 

page f o r t h e r e s t o f t h i s note*) 



If 

The C a r t h a g i n i a n s r e p l a c e d t h e incompetent Hanno w i t h 

H a m i l c a r ^ B a r c a . He was g i v e n s e v e n t y e l e p h a n t s and about !6, 

000 men a s m a l l f o r c e i n P u n i c h i s t o r y . I n a d d i t i o n t o 

c i t i z e n - f o r c e s o f c a v a l r y and i n f a n t r y , t h e r e were t h e newly-

c o l l e c t e d m e r c e n a r i e s and a l s o d e s e r t e r s from t h e r e b e l s . 

A f t e r c r o s s i n g t h e supposedly impassable Macaras R i v e r by a 

night- m a r c h s k i l f u l l y p l a n n e d and executed, he gave b a t t l e to 

two r e b e l a r m i e s , one o f s t r e n g t h e q u a l t o h i s own and another 

more t h a n h a l f as s t r o n g a g a i n . He used h i s heavy-armed i n 

f a n t r y , which p r o b a b l y c o n s i s t e d o f c i t i z e n s , as a l u r e t o i n 

duce t h e L i b y a n s and r e b e l m e r c e n a r i e s t o break t h e i r r a n k s , 

and t h e n threw h i s c a v a l r y and e l e p h a n t s upon the u n d i s c i p l i n e d 

enemy, who were d e f e a t e d w i t h heavy l o s s . T h i s r a i s e d the 

s i e g e o f U t i c a . Some o f t h e towns t h a t had been h o s t i l e t o 

Carthage were induced by him t o r e t u r n t o t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e ; 

o t h e r s he took by- f o r c e perhaps not so g r e a t an e x p l o i t , 
1 

as t h e i r f o r t i f i c a t i o n s must have been o f a m a k e s h i f t s o r t . 

He was j o i n e d by a young Numidian c h i e f named Naravas w i t h 

about 2,000 f o l l o w e r s , and w i t h t h i s r e i n f o r c e m e n t he won 

an o t h e r v i c t o r y o v e r a f o r c e c o n s i s t i n g o f Numidians, L i b y a n s , 

G-auls, and c o n t i n g e n t s from e v e r y r a c i a l group i n t h e camp o f 

the m e r c e n a r i e s . The v i c t o r y was l a r g e l y due t o t h e Numidian 

horsemen o f Naravas and to t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n e l e p h a n t s . H a m i l 

c a r i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o h i s own army a l l o f the 4,000 p r i s o n e r s 
(Note c o n t i n u e d from l a s t page) on t r e a s o n or famine among the 

b e s i e g e d . Moreover, t o c o l l e c t and o r g a n i s e s i e g e - m a t e r i a l 
c a l l e d f o r a h i g h e r degree o f d i s c i p l i n e t h a n t h e mutineers 
would have a c c e p t e d . 

1. The A f r i c a n v a s s a l - t o w n s were not p e r m i t t e d to possess c i t y -
w a l l s . See Mommsen, o p . c i t . , i i . 140. 
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who were w i l l i n g to s e r v e him ; the r e s t he a l l o w e d to go f r e 
w i t h t h r e a t s o f punishment i f t h e y were ever caught f i g h t i n g 
a g a i n s t Carthage a g a i n . 

Meanwhile t h e had example o f r e v o l t was f o l l o w e d by t h e 

m ercenaries who g a r r i s o n e d S a r d i n i a 1. They massacred the 

C a r t h a g i n i a n commander Bo s t a r and o t h e r s of h i s countrymen, 

and when Hanno was sent o v e r w i t h a n o t h e r f o r c e to r e s t o r e 

o r d e r , the new a r r i v a l s j o i n e d t h e i n s u r g e n t s . Hanno and a l l 

t h e o t h e r C a r t h a g i n i a n s i n S a r d i n i a t h e y t o r t u r e d and mur

de r e d . They became masters o f a l l t h e towns i n the i s l a n d , 

b u t q u a r r e l l e d w i t h t h e n a t i v e s , who d r o v e them out o f Sar

d i n i a to I t a l y . 
e p i s o d e 

T h i s S a r d i n i a n / i n t u r n had a b e a r i n g upon the mercenary 

r e v o l t i n A f r i c a . Matho, Spendius, and a G a l l i c l e a d e r o f 

t h e name o f A u t a r i t u s , h e a r i n g o f t h e l e n i e n t terms g r a n t e d by 

H a n n i b a l , d i d what many a d e s p e r a t e r i n g l e a d e r has done 

they s t r o v e t o i n v o l v e t h o s e under them i n a c rime p r e c l u d i n g 

any hope o f pardon. They pretended t h a t news had come from 

t h e i r f e l l o w - m u t i n e e r s i n S a r d i n i a , i n f o r m i n g them t h a t the 

P u n i c clemency was b u t an attempt to g e t them a l l i n t o t h e 

power o f H a m i l c a r . A u t a r i t u s spoke w i t h G a l l i c eloquence t o 

the m e r c e n a r i e s , a d v i s i n g them to put t o d e a t h every C a r t h a 

g i n i a n p r i s o n e r , i n c l u d i n g the g e n e r a l G i s c o . The t e r r i b l e 

G a u l had been a l o n g time i n t h e P u n i c s e r v i c e , and was w e l l 

known ; he a l s o had a knowledge o f t h e P h o e n i c i a n language, 

1. F o r a g e n e r a l s u r v e y o f C a r t h a g i n i a n r u l e i n S a r d i n i a , see 
E.S. B o u c h i e r , S a r d i n i a i n A n c i e n t Times, ch. i i i . 
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which was f a i r l y f a m i l i a r t o the m e r c e n a r i e s . H i s h e a r e r s , 

f i e r c e - though t h e y were, were not a l l e n t i r e l y depraved. From 

every group speakers a r o s e t o remind t h e i r comrades o f G i s c o ' s 

p r e v i o u s k i n d n e s s t o them. I f t h e y must k i l l , t h e y d e c l a r e d , 

t h e y need not a t any r a t e i n f l i c t t o r t u r e . I n t h e t u m u l t t h e 

advocates o f mercy were not understood, e s p e c i a l l y as they d i d 

not possess t h e l i n g u i s t i c t a l e n t s o f A u t a r i t u s but had to 

speak each man i n h i s own tongue. A t l a s t i t was r e a l i s e d 

t h a t t h e y were a s k i n g f o r a m i l d e r sentence. A f i e r c e v o i c e 

from the audie n c e shouted ''BaXAe11, and i n an i n s t a n t a shower 

o f stones brought death t o the s p e a k e r s . G-isco and h i s mis

e r a b l e companions were made t o d i e i n torment. I t was now 

apparent t h a t t h e b r u t a l i s e d m e r c e n a r i e s i n t e n d e d t o f i g h t t o 

the d e a t h . The s t r u g g l e had earned i t s g h a s t l y name, "the 

T r u c e l e s s War". R e p r i s a l s f o l l o w e d on t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s i d e ; 

c a p t i v e r e b e l s were e i t h e r put t o t h e sword o r thrown t o t h e 

war - e l e p h a n t s t o be t r a m p l e d t o d e a t h . 

These v i c t o r i e s , however, which H a m i l c a r had won, d i d 

not i m m e d i a t e l y a c h i e v e h i s purpose. He had asked Hanno to 

u n i t e the l a t t e r ' s army w i t h h i s own ; he soon had r e a s o n to 

r e g r e t t h i s , f o r v i o l e n t q u a r r e l s b r o k e out between t h e two 

g e n e r a l s , q u a r r e l s o f which t h e enemy d i d not f a i l t o t a k e 

advantage. The C a r t h a g i n i a n s , r e a l i s i n g t he dangers o f a 

d i v i d e d command, de c r e e d t h a t one g e n e r a l s h o u l d be w i t h 

drawn ; t h e y l e f t t h e a c t u a l c h o i c e o f commander-in-chief 

to t h e t r o o p s themselves 1 . I t I s not c l e a r whether v o t i n g 

1. P o l y b i u s i . 82. 5, 12. 



was l i m i t e d t o members o f the c i t i z e n - f o r c e o r whether t h e 

mercenaries a l s o were p e r m i t t e d t o d e c i d e t h e q u e s t i o n . The 

l a t t e r seems more p r o b a b l e when we remember t h a t among the 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s m i l i t a r y command d i d not c o n f e r p o l i t i c a l power • 

a g e n e r a l had l i t t l e chance o f becoming a despot so l o n g as 

'the t r e a s u r y o f the R e p u b l i c c o n t r o l l e d t h e s o l d i e r s ' pay. I n 

t h i s case Carthage d i d not d e f e r t o h e r s o l d i e r s , b u t r a t h e r 

c a l l e d upon them as e x p e r t s empowered to make a s p e c i f i c de

c i s i o n . The Greek words used t o d e s c r i b e t h e m i l i t a r y v o t e r s 

i m p l y no d i s t i n c t i o n between c i t i z e n s and mer c e n a r i e s *. 

Whi l e t h e s e m a t t e r s were b e i n g s e t t l e d , a new p e r i l had 

a r i s e n . H i p p a c r i t a e and U t i c a , two c i t i e s noted f o r t h e i r 

t r a d i t i o n a l l o y a l t y t o Carthage, now went over to the r e b e l s . 

They s l a u g h t e r e d about 5 0 0 C a r t h a g i n i a n t r o o p s t o g e t h e r w i t h 

t h e commander o f the f o r c e , which had been sen t t o a i d t h e i r 

d e f e n c e a g a i n s t the mercenariesj nor would they even a l l o w 

t h e i r b o d i e s to r e c e i v e b u r i a l . So much were Matho and Spen-

d i u s encouraged by t h i s a c c e s s i o n o f s t r e n g t h t h a t t h e y l a i d 

s i e g e to Carthage i t s e l f . T h e i r o p e r a t i o n s were impeded by 

H a m i l c a r , who, a s s i s t e d by a l i e u t e n a n t named H a n n i b a l and by 

the Numidian Naravas,* i n t e r c e p t e d so f a r as p o s s i b l e the sup

p l i e s o f the b e s i e g e r s . 

The C a r t h a g i n i a n s were a l s o a i d e d by t h e r e f u s a l o f ex

t e r n a l n a t i o n s t o a s s i s t t h e r e b e l s . There might indeed 

have been t r o u b l e w i t h Rome, f o r I t a l i a n t r a d e r s had been 

b r i n g i n g s u p p l i e s t o t h e enemy ; 5 0 0 o f them had been caught 

1 . a t 6uvdp,e , TO OTpaTOTteSov. 
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a t sea by the C a r t h a g i n i a n c r u i s e r s . When Rome demanded t h e i r 

r e l e a s e , .Carthage was w i s e enough to g r a n t i t . T h i s p l e a s e d 

t h e Romans, who were r a r e l y w e l l - d i s p o s e d toward a n y t h i n g t h a t 

l o o k e d l i k e a s e r v i l e r e v o l t : i n r e t u r n they p e r m i t t e d t h e i r 

merchants t o t r a d e w i t h Carthage but not w i t h the r e b e l s , and 

they a l s o r e f u s e d t o a c c e p t t h e s u r r e n d e r t o themselves o f Sar

d i n i a o r U t i c a . 

S h o r t o f s u p p l i e s , Matho and Spendius had t o g i v e up t h e 

s i e g e o f Carthage. C o l l e c t i n g a f o r c e o f s e l e c t e d mercenaries 

and L i b y a n s , a l t o g e t h e r about 50,000, t h e y began to manoeuvre 

about i n t h e open i n the hope o f b r i n g i n g H a m i l c a r t o b a t t l e i n 

a f a v o u r a b l e s p o t . Because o f H a m i l c a r 1 s e l e p h a n t s and Nara

vas 's c a v a l r y , t h e y a v o i d e d l e v e l ground, and sought t o occupy 

p o s i t i o n s i n t h e h i l l s and i n d e f i l e s - w h e r e t h e enemy would be 

l i k e l y t o pass. P o l y b i u s b e a r s w i t n e s s t o the courage and 

energy of t h e me r c e n a r i e s b u t d e c l a r e s t h a t they showed l i t t l e 

t a c t i c a l s k i l l . I t I s , of cou r s e , p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e f a i l u r e 

o f t h e i r l e a d e r s was due not so much to i n e x p e r i e n c e o r i n 

c a p a c i t y i n t h e a r t o f command as t o l a c k o f d i s c i p l i n e — - a 

d i f f i c u l t y v e r y o f t e n c o n f r o n t i n g men who have t o command an 

army t h a t has m u t i n i e d . A g e n e r a l who i s h i m s e l f a mutineer 

u s u a l l y has a h a r d t i m e g e t t i n g o b e d i e n c e , f o r the men whom he 

commands a r e apt to l o o k upon him as t h e i r c r e a t u r e whom t h e y 

have t h e r i g h t to r e p l a c e a t w i l l . 

L i t t l e by l i t t l e H a m i l c a r 1 s s u p e r i o r g e n e r a l s h i p , a i d e d 

by t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e t h a t t i m e was on h i s s i d e , wore t h e r e b e l s 

down. He kep t ambushing them and c u t t i n g o f f t h e i r s u p p l i e s , 



and t h e n managed to hem i n and a n n i h i l a t e a r e b e l army o f o v e r 

4 0 , 0 0 0 men under A u t a r i t u s and Spendius. I t was a hideous 

episode : c a n n i b a l i s m among t h e famished r e b e l s , b e f o r e they 

s u r r e n d e r e d , was f o l l o w e d by t r e a c h e r y on H a m i l c a r ' s p a r t i n 

n e g o t i a t i n g w i t h them, and the end was g h a s t l y s l a u g h t e r . 

Whatever moral judgement we may pass on the C a r t h a g i n i a n 

commander, h i s s e v e r i t y had t h e d e s i r e d e f f e c t . Most of the 

L i b y a n s came over t o him, so t h a t H a m i l c a r and H a n n i b a l were 

a b l e to b e s i e g e Matho i n T u n i s , As a f o r e t a s t e o f what t h e 

b e s i e g e d might expect, t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s c r u c i f i e d Spendius 

and o t h e r p r i s o n e r s i n s i g h t o f the r e b e l s s t i l l i n arms. 

Maddened by the s p e c t a c l e , Matho made a s o r t i e a g a i n s t t h e 

o v e r - c o n f i d e n t H a n n i b a l , whom he put to death on t h e v e r y 

c r o s s where Spendius had d i e d ; many o t h e r C a r t h a g i n i a n s f e l l 

f i g h t i n g o r d i e d of t o r t u r e , and much b o o t y f e l l i n t o t h e 

hands o f the r e b e l s . Once more H a m i l c a r , who d i d not l e a r n 

o f t h i s s o r t i e t i l l i t was too l a t e t o a v e r t d i s a s t e r , had 

s u f f e r e d because o f a c o l l e a g u e ' s incompetency. He r a i s e d 

t h e s i e g e o f T u n i s . 

By such an a d m i s s i o n o f f a i l u r e , he p l a c e d h i m s e l f i n a 

p o s i t i o n where he c o u l d not r e f u s e t h e a d v i c e of- the. Senate 

t h a t he and Hanno s h o u l d end t h e i r l o n g disagreement. The 

u n i t e d C a r t h a g i n i a n a rmies i n a g e n e r a l b a t t l e encountered 

t h e r e b e l s , who were e q u a l l y r e a d y to d e c i d e t h e i s s u e . I t 

was a C a r t h a g i n i a n v i c t o r y . Matho was c a p t u r e d , a l o n g w i t h 

t h e remnant t h a t was not l u c k y enough t o be s l a i n on t h e 

f i e l d . 



The o n l y o p p o s i t i o n now r e m a i n i n g was t h a t o f f e r e d by the 

i n s u r g e n t c i t i e s o f H i p p a c r i t a e and U t i c a j d e s p e r a t e though 

they were, t h e y s u r r e n d e r e d a f t e r a s h o r t s i e g e , perhaps b e i n g 

a s s u r e d o f m e r c i f u l t r e a t m e n t because o f p r e v i o u s l o y a l t y . 

The T r u c e l e s s War was over, h a v i n g l a s t e d f o r t h r e e years and 

f o u r months. The l e a d e r s o f t h e r e v o l t had p e r i s h e d ; t h e 

c i t i e s and t r i b e s t h a t had j o i n e d them were punished w i t h heavy 

f i n e s . 

I t was a d e a r l y - b o u g h t v i c t o r y f o r Carthage. When she 

began t o p r e p a r e a p u n i t i v e e x p e d i t i o n a g a i n s t t h e mercenaries 

who had r e v o l t e d i n S a r d i n i a , Rome p r o f e s s e d t o see i n such 

p r e p a r a t i o n s a menace t o h e r s e l f . To a v o i d f u r t h e r w a r f a r e , 

Carthage had to s u r r e n d e r t h e i s l a n d and a l s o t o pay t h e Romans 

an a d d i t i o n a l i n d e m n i t y o f 1,200 t a l e n t s . The whole t r a n s a c 

t i o n r e f l e c t s l i t t l e c r e d i t on Rome. 

We must remember t h a t t h e T r u c e l e s s War was more t h a n a 

s o l d i e r s ' mutiny. I t d i d b e g i n w i t h t h e r e v o l t o f more t h a n 

20,000 m e r c e n a r i e s , b u t much l a r g e r f o r c e s t h a n t h a t fought on 

t h e r e b e l s i d e , m o s t l y L i b y a n and Numidian s u b j e c t s . Had Car

thage peesessed t h e l o y a l t y o f t h e A f r i c a n p e o p l e s , t h e mer

cenary system would not have been sxioh a dangerous t h i n g ; as 

t h i n g s were, h e r e x p l o i t a t i o n o f h e r immediate neighbours had 

c r e a t e d a g r e a t mass o f s m o u l d e r i n g h a t r e d , which t h e mutiny 

i n t h e camp i g n i t e d . The blame f o r the whole t r o u b l e r e s t s 

not w i t h t h e P u n i c m i l i t a r y l e a d e r s b u t w i t h t h o s e grandees a t 

Carthage who brought i n t o t h e i r Senate t h e narrow o u t l o o k o f 

1. P o l y b i u s i . 88 ; i i i . 28 ; A p p i a n v i . 1.4. 
10, 
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t h e counting-house. I f ever t h e r e was i n a n c i e n t h i s t o r y an 

example ,of the " b u s i n e s s men's government". — t h a t panacea 

s t i l l so s t r o n g l y recommended f o r a l l a n a t i o n ' s i l l s , i t 

was the Senate o f Carthage. Times had changed from the days 

when the P u n i c Empire had been a mere c h a i n of t r a d i n g - p o s t s , 

but s t a t e s m a n s h i p had not kept pace w i t h f i n a n c i a l a b i l i t y . 

The s i t u a t i o n c a l l e d f o r a t l e a s t one o f two t h i n g s : a h o s t 

of l o y a l s u b j e c t s and a t r u s t w o r t h y army. I n b o t h r e s p e c t s 

t h e r e had been almost complete f a i l u r e . 

Was t h e l e s s o n o f t h e r e v o l t l o s t on Carthage ? We 

know so l i t t l e o f t h e c i t y ' s i n t e r n a l p o l i t i c s between 238 and 

the Second P u n i c War, which began twenty y e a r s l a t e r , t h a t i t 

i s h a r d t o say. The a c t u a l r u l e r s p r o b a b l y l e a r n t n o t h i n g ; 

t h e B a r c i n e f a m i l y e v i d e n t l y l e a r n t a g r e a t d e a l . As we 

s h a l l see, t h e mercenary system was not abandoned as a r e s u l t 

o f t h e r e v o l t , b u t became o f secondary Importance i n the Car

t h a g i n i a n army - — o r more s t r i c t l y s p e a k i n g , i n t h e armies 

of H a m i l c a r and h i s f a m i l y . B e f o r e t h e Truee^ess War ended, 

v i r t u a l l y e v e r y C a r t h a g i n i a n c i t i z e n o f m i l i t a r y age must have 

been c a l l e d upon f o r d u t y ; i f t h i s proved to be b u t an emer

gency-measure not p e r p e t u a t e d a f t e r v i c t o r y was won, we must 

remember t h a t Carthage was not e n t i r e l y a f r e e agent. Had 

she, w i t h t h e l e s s o n o f t h e M e r c e n a r i e s ' War s t i l l f r e s h i n 

h e r mind, s e t about t o c r e a t e a l a r g e c i t i z e n - f o r c e , the 

j e a l o u s Romans would v e r y l i k e l y have d e c l a r e d such a s t e p 

p a r t o f a r e v a n c h e - p o l i c y . 

That danger was no doubt r e a l i s e d by t h e c i t i z e n s o f 



Carthage. The c o n s c i o u s n e s s t h a t i t was through t h e i r own 

e x e r t i o n s t h a t the c i t y had heen saved l e d them t o demand, 

no t a g r e a t rearmament-programme, hut r a t h e r , as Ihne has 
1 

p o i n t e d o u t , a g r e a t e r share i n t h e government . T h i s demo

c r a t i c movement was headed by H a m i l c a r B a r c a , who saw t h a t 

he would need p o l i t i c a l s u p p ort a t Carthage i f he s h o u l d t r y 

t o c r e a t e i n a d i s t a n t dominion a new t y p e o f army f o r the 

R e p u b l i c . 

1. Ihne, o p . c i t . , i i . 144. 



... Chapter V I . 

Between t h e F i r s t and t h e Second P u n i c Wars. 

The t r e a t y t h a t ended t h e F i r s t P u n i c War l e f t Carthage 

i n a c r i p p i / e d c o n d i t i o n , as indeed t h e Romans in t e n d e d t h a t 

i t s h o u l d do. I t was c l e a r t h a t as soon as they themselves 

had r e c o v e r e d from t h e l o n g e x h a u s t i n g war, they would do t h e i r 

utmost to complete h e r r u i n ; f o r t u n a t e l y f o r h e r , they were 

kept busy e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e i r r u l e i n S i c i l y , and l a t e r i n Sar

d i n i a , as w e l l as f i g h t i n g w i t h huge G a l l i c hordes 1 . The 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s none t h e l e s s knew t h a t Rome was s t i l l too power

f u l to o f f e n d , and many y e a r s e l a p s e d b e f o r e they c o u l d openly 

b e g i n p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r vengeance 2 . 

T h e i r system o f employing m e r c e n a r i e s had been s t r u c k a 

s e v e r e blow by the t r e a t y - c l a u s e t h a t p r o h i b i t e d them from 

h i r i n g any mer c e n a r i e s i n I t a l y o r i n any t e r r i t o r y a l l i e d w i t h 

Rome 3 . A l t h o u g h Carthage was g i v e n s p e c i a l p e r m i s s i o n a t the 

time o f t h e T r u c e l e s s Y/ar t o r a i s e a mercenary f o r c e t h a t i n -
4 

eluded I t a l i a n s , i t was p l a i n t h a t Rome would do a l l i n h e r 

power to pr e v e n t h e r d e f e a t e d r i v a l from h i r i n g t h e Campanians 

who, I n s p i t e of t h e i r i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n and t r e a c h e r y , had done 

Carthage so much s e r v i c e i n t h e p a s t . Moreover, the c l a u s e 
1. P o l y b i u s i i . 2 2 . 9 - 1 1 . 
2 . P o l y b i u s i s our most t r u s t w o r t h y h i s t o r i a n f o r t h i s p e r i o d . 

He makes i t c l e a r t h a t t h e r e was a widespread d e s i r e 
among t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s f o r vengeance ( i i i . 8 , 1 0 , 1 3 ) . 

3 . A p p i a n v . 2 . 2 ; Zonaras v i i i . 17. 
4 . A p p i a n v . 2 . 3 ; v i i i . 1 . 5 J Zonaras v i i i . 1 7 -



made i t c l e a r t h a t any i n c r e a s e o f Rome's dominion would mean 

a d i m i n u t i o n o f the f i e l d i n which Carthage c o u l d hope t o h i r e 

mercenaries i n t h e f u t u r e . I n any case, t h e g r e a t Mercenary 

R e v o l t had brought home to t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n mind the dangers 

i n h e r e n t i n t h e use o f h i r e d f o r e i g n e r s . 

The changes i n C a r t h a g i n i a n p o l i t i c a l and m i l i t a r y o r 

g a n i s a t i o n were l a r g e l y due t o H a m i l c a r B a r c a , who, as head o f 

the "war p a r t y " , was g i v e n a p o s i t i o n as permanent commander-

i n - c h i e f '. I n t h i s o r i g i n a l appointment t h e r e was l i t t l e to 

arouse Roman s u s p i c i o n 2 , f o r b e s i d e the s m o u l d e r i n g embers o f 

th e g r e a t r e v o l t , Carthage had t o d e a l w i t h i n s u r r e c t i o n s 

among h e r M m i d i a n s u b j e c t s , whom as yet Rome had had no op

p o r t u n i t y o f o r g a n i s i n g a g a i n s t h e r . So f a r as the c i t i z e n s 

o f Carthage were concerned, H a m i l c a r appears to have had com

p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e hope t h a t he c o u l d c o l l e c t enough m i l i t a r y 

f o r c e f o r a war o f revenge ; he no doubt f e l t t h a t t h e o r d i n 

a r y C a r t h a g i n i a n , however g r e a t h i s h a t r e d o f Rome, c o u l d not 

be counted on as a f i g h t i n g man not t h a t C a r t h a g i n i a n s 

were c o w a r d l y but because t h e c r e a t i o n o f a l a r g e c i t i z e n - a r m y 

would d e f e a t ' i t s own ends by d i s r u p t i n g t h e economic system. 

A g a i n , he must have r e a l i s e d how n e c e s s a r y i t was t o make a l l 

1. A p p i a n v i . 1 . 5 . See Mommsen, o p . c i t . , i i . 2 3 5 , f o r a d i s 
c u s s i o n o f H a m i l c a r ' s p o l i c y . 

2. A c c o r d i n g to Dio C a s s i u s ( x i i . 4 8 ) , when H a m i l c a r had been 
i n S p a i n f o r s i x o r seven y e a r s , the Romans became sus
p i c i o u s o f h i s a c t i v i t i e s , but he s a t i s f i e d them t h a t 
h i s campaigns a g a i n s t the S p a n i s h t r i b e s were d i c t a t e d 
by h i s d e s i r e t o pay o f f t h e war- i n d e m n i t y imposed by 
the Romans, and t h a t t h e r e was no o t h e r way o f r a i s i n g 
the money ; t h e Roman envoys f e l l v i c t i m s t o the 
common v i c e o f t h e i r p e o p l e c u p i d i t y . 



m i l i t a r y p r e p a r a t i o n s f a r away from th e c a p i t a l and from th e 

s p i e s , who would r e p o r t them to Rome. The army t h a t was to 

avenge Carthage's h u m i l i a t i o n was t o be composed of men p e r 

s o n a l l y d e v o t e d to him and to h i s f a m i l y . So g r e a t a d i s 

t r u s t o f Carthaginian;- p o l i t i c i a n s was i n h i s mind, t h a t a f t e r 

he had done h i s utmost to modify t h e c o n t r o l e x e r c i s e d by t h e 

o l i g a r c h y , he made i t h i s aim to keep h i s army as independent 

as p o s s i b l e o f the home government and to r e f r a i n from a s k i n g 
1 

the Senate f o r f i n a n c i a l s u p p o r t . I t i s l i k e l y t h a t he spent 

a g r e a t amount o f h i s p e r s o n a l w e a l t h b e f o r e h i s v e n t u r e i n 

S p a i n brought i n much of a r e t u r n . 

From the s c a n t y d a t a t h a t we possess c o n c e r n i n g the g r e a 

P u n i c s o l d i e r - s t a t e s m a n , we g a t h e r t h a t i n the c r e a t i o n o f h i s 

new armies he was g u i d e d by t h e f o l l o w i n g p r i n c i p l e s : 

(a) H i s power was to be based p r i m a r i l y on l a n d - f o r c e s . 

There were s e v e r a l reasons f o r t h i s . H a m i l c a r had g r e a t e r 

t a l e n t s as a s o l d i e r t h a n as a seaman, and from b i t t e r e x p e r i 

ence he h e s i t a t e d t o t r u s t i n an u n c e r t a i n element. Carthage, 

moreover, was l e s s o f a m a r i t i m e power t h a n she had been ; to 

r e b u i l d h e r w a r - f l e e t on a g r e a t s c a l e would have been to i n 

v i t e premature h o s t i l i t i e s w i t h Rome. A c c o r d i n g l y he appears 

t o have r e t a i n e d o n l y so much of a n a v a l f o r c e as was needed 

1. R. Bosworth Smith, o p . c i t . , p. 152 : "he was the head 
o f a m i n o r i t y o n l y , and f i n d i n g t h a t i t was i m p o s s i 
b l e to b r i n g t h e m a j o r i t y over t o h i s way o f t h i n k 
i n g , o r t o r e f o r m them by p r e s s u r e from w i t h o u t , he 
d etermined t o a c c e p t , o r i t may be, t o demand, a 
p o s t i n which he c o u l d s e r v e h i s c o u n t r y more e f 
f e c t u a l l y . " 
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t o c o v e r t h e t r a n s p o r t o f t r o o p s f r o m A f r i c a t o S p a i n 1 . i n 

a d d i t i . c n , h e r e a l i s e d t h a t b e c a u s e o f i t s v e r y m o b i l i t y a n d o f 

i t s b e i n g l a r g e l y composed o f C a r t h a g i n i a n s , a n a v a l f o r c e 

c o u l d n e v e r b e a b s o l u t e l y u n d e r h i s p e r s o n a l c o n t r o l a n d i n 

f l u e n c e . 

(b) W h i l e r e t a i n i n g t h e c a v a l r y a n d e l e p h a n t s t h a t h a d 

so o f t e n made P u n i c a r m i e s f o r m i d a b l e , h e p r o c e e d e d t o c r e a t e 

a n i n f a n t r y f o r c e , b e c a u s e t h e g u e r i l l a w a r f a r e t h a t h e h a d 

waged f r o m E r c t e and E r y x h a d t a u g h t h i m t h e nee d f o r men who 

c o u l d meet t h e Roman l e g i o n a r i e s o n e q u a l t e r m s , men who 

were more a g i l e a n d more a b l e t o e n d u r e f a t i g u e t h a n t h e o l d 

S a c r e d Band h a d e v e r b e e n . T h i s meant t h e end o f t h e t r a d i 

t i o n a l C a r t h a g i n i a n p o l i c y o f h i r i n g h o r d e s o f b a r b a r i a n s a t 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a c a m p a i g n . The G r e e k h o p l i t e , who a l o n e 

m i g h t b e h i r e d a s a r e a d y - t r a i n e d m e r c e n a r y a b l e t o c o n f r o n t 

t h e Roman f o o t - s o l d i e r , was o u t o f t h e q u e s t i o n b e c a u s e h e 

w o u l d h a v e t o b e r e c r u i t e d i n a r e g i o n t o o l i k e l y t o come u n d e r 

Roman i n f l u e n c e , a n d w o u l d t h e n h a v e t o b e s e n t t o a d e p o t a t 

C a r t h a g e b e f o r e h e c o u l d j o i n H a m i l c a r * s army i n S p a i n ; more

o v e r , i t i s d o u b t f u l w h e t h e r many G r e e k s o l d i e r s w o u l d h a v e 

g i v e n t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s e r v i c e p r e f e r e n c e o v e r t h e more a t t r a c 

t i v e a r m y - l i f e o f Pergamum, A n t i o c h , o r A l e x a n d r i a . N o r c o u l d 

1. D i o d . x x v . e c l . i l ( V o l . I X , p.355 i n t h e W e s s e l i n g e d i t i o n ) . 
2. S m i t h , o p . c i t . . p. 131 ; Mommsen, o p . c i t . , i i . 1 9 2 . S m i t h 

(p. 1 3 4 ) p o i n t s o u t t h a t H a m i l c a r r s own v e t e r a n s o f t h e 
S i c i l i a n c a m p a i g n must a l m o s t a l l h a v e p e r i s h e d i n t h e 
T r u c e l e s s War. 
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H a m i l c a r s a f e l y use Carthage as a depot ; mercenaries coming 

there* would come under t h e eyes o f h i s own p o l i t i c a l adver

s a r i e s and a l s o o f Roman s p i e s ; even i f they were p e r m i t t e d 

t o j o i n t h e Army o f S p a i n , t h e i r s t a y i n Carthage would i n one 

way o r a n o t h e r have been a had p r e l u d e t o s a t i s f a c t o r y s e r v i c e 

i n t h e new dominion. 

(c) I t i s w e l l known t h a t i t took a l o n g time to t r a i n 

t h e heavy-armed i n f a n t r y m a n of t h e a n c i e n t w o r l d . A f o r c e o f 

s o l d i e r s c l a d i n heavy armour c o u l d he r e a l l y e f f e c t i v e o n l y 

a f t e r many months o f d r i l l i n g had made o f them a s i n g l e d i s 

c i p l i n e d body, t e r r i b l e i n i t s p r e c i s i o n , s k i l l , and endur-

ance . H a m i l c a r t h e r e f o r e had to r e p l a c e t h e haphazard mer

cena r y w i t h t h e l e v i e d s o l d i e r , A f r i c a n oD S p a n i a r d , who, 

though Carthage may have been b u t a name t o him, was a t l e a s t 

a t t a c h e d t o h i s g e n e r a l and t o h i s comrades. Such a man was 

not f r e e t o t a k e h i s s e r v i c e s elsewhere a t a moment 1s n o t i c e 

when p i q u e o r c u p i d i t y c a l l e d him ; nor, under p r o p e r l e a d e r 

s h i p , would he d e s i r e t o do s o . 

(d) Payment o f h i s t r o o p s , whether i n money o r i n booty, 

was a p e r s o n a l m a t t e r o f t h e g e n e r a l 1 s ; t h e money d i d not 

come from Carthage, b u t was r a i s e d i n t h e n e w l y - a c q u i r e d l a n d s 

where l o o t a l s o was t o be o b t a i n e d as a p r i z e o f v i c t o r y 2 . 

1. C o l . O.L.Spauld'ing, Pen and Sword i n Greece and Rome, p a r 
t i c u l a r l y pp. 45, 74-76. 119, 129-

2. Appian v i . 1 . 5. 
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Indeed H a m i l c a r had to send money back to t h e P u n i c t r e a s u r y 

and to h i s own f a c t i o n i n the c a p i t a l , t o r e t a i n h i s p o s i t i o n 

as c o l o n i a l g o v ernor '•. 

(e) H i s freedom from C a r t h a g i n i a n i n t e r f e r e n c e was 

as s u r e d by t h e mingled f e e l i n g s t h a t p r e v a i l e d a t Carthage 

a d e s i r e t o be revenged on Rome, and a f e a r o f b e i n g compro

mised i n any a c t t h a t Rome might c o n s i d e r a cause f o r war. 

( f ) When H a m i l c a r had an adequate f o r c e o f A f r i c a n and 

Sp a n i s h r e g u l a r s , he c o u l d supplement them w i t h o t h e r t r o o p s 

r a i s e d as mer c e n a r i e s from t h e t r i b e s of Numidia and G a u l , and 

from t h e p a r t s o f S p a i n n o t under C a r t h a g i n i a n d o m i n a t i o n . 

Such were t h e p r i n c i p l e s t h a t g u i d e d H a m i l c a r and h i s 

s u c c e s s o r s i n t h e S p a n i s h command. I n l e s s t h a n a s c o r e o f 

years Carthage t r a n s f o r m e d h e r r e l a t i o n w i t h S p a i n the 
2 

s o u t h e r n and e a s t e r n p a r t s o f S p a i n , a t any r a t e from a 

commercial c o n n e x i o n i n t o an i m p e r i a l dominion, i n c o r p o r a t i n g 

i n t o h e r new c o l o n i a l f o r c e s the S p a n i s h t r i b e s , some by 

f i g h t i n g , but more by di p l o m a c y . One cannot b u t wonder what 

M e d i t e r r a n e a n h i s t o r y would have been i f Carthage had had 

more men l i k e t he s t r o n g b u t t a c t f u l H a m i l c a r B a r c a . 
3 

He d i e d i n b a t t l e i n 229 o r 228 B.C., and h i s s o n - i n -
4 

law H a s d r u b a l , who succeeded him, was a s s a s s i n a t e d i n 221 
T. Ev e n ~ d u r i n g the"Second P u n i c War t h e r e was a widespread 

view a t Carthage t h a t m i l i t a r y a c t i v i t i e s s h o u l d be 
s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g . See Hanno's speech i n L i v y x x i i i . 1 2 . 

2 . Mommsen, o p . o i t . . i i . 2 3 9 - See a l s o Camb .A n c . H l s t . , v o l . 
V I I . ch.xxiv,"The C a r t h a g i n i a n s i n Spain",by A . S c h u l t e n j . 

3 . P o l y b i u s i l . 1 . 8 j A p p i a n v i . 1 . 5 . - ( a l s o Diod.xxv. e e l . 2 - -
4 . Polybius i i . 3 6 . 1 ; Appian v i . 2 . 8 . (p. 358 o f V o l . I X . of t h e 

XWesseling e d i t i o n , f o r 
( H a m i l c a r T s " e n r o l m e n t " o f ~ c a p t S p a n i s h t r i b e s m e n . 



H a m i l c a r ' s son, H a n n i b a l the G r e a t , now assumed command of the 

C a r t h a g i n i a n f o r c e s i n S p a i n , b e i n g nominated commander-in-

c h i e f by a v o t e of the s o l d i e r s themselves w i t h subsequent 

c o n f i r m a t i o n by t h e Senate o f Carthage K Mommsen a s s e r t s 

t h a t t h e appointment was made by "the C a r t h a g i n i a n o f f i c e r s of 

t h e S p a n i s h army" , b u t does not s t a t e h i s a u t h o r i t y f o r t h i s 

l i m i t a t i o n ; Ihne d i s c u s s e s t h e p o i n t i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l , say

i n g t h a t i t c o u l d not have been an i l l e g a l u s u r p a t i o n o f au

t h o r i t y o r a b r e a c h o f d i s c i p l i n e on the p a r t o f t h e s o l d i e r s , 

because o f t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s ' subsequent a p p r o v a l o f the ap

pointment^ A c c o r d i n g to Ihne, th e v o t i n g must have been con

f i n e d to C a r t h a g i n i a n c i t i z e n s s e r v i n g i n t h e army, and t h e 

whole p r o c e e d i n g must have been r a t h e r l i k e t h e e l e c t i o n o f a 
4 

Roman c o n s u l by t h e o o m i t i a c e n t u r i a t a . However, from what 

we know o f H a n n i b a l , a c h i l d of t h e camp i f e ver t h e r e was one, 

we may w e l l b e l i e v e t h a t t h e v o t i n g was much more g e n e r a l and 

i n c l u d e d t h e whole r e g u l a r f o r c e a t l e a s t . Ihne h i m s e l f says; 
"That t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s i n t e n t i o n a l l y l e f t t o t h e i r 
a r m ies a v o i c e i n the e l e c t i o n o f g e n e r a l s i s 
c l e a r from a p r o c e e d i n g i n t h e war w i t h the mer
cenaries', when the army i s a l l o w e d to d e c i d e 
whether H a m i l c a r o r Hanno i s t o command i t , — 
See P o l y b i u s , i . 8 2 " . 

1. A p p i a n v i . 2 , 8 ; P o l y b i u s i i . 3 6 . 3 5 Zonaras x i i i . 2 1 ; L i v y 
x x i . 3. 

2. Mommsen, o p . c i t , , i i . 243. 3. Ihne, o p . c i t . , i i . 1 4 6 . 
But perhaps Ihne i s i n f l u e n c e d by L i v y ' s use o f t h e Roman 

terms. Ihne i s r e a l l y r e f e r r i n g to t h e s i m i l a r e l e c 
t i o n o f H a s d r u b a l by t h e s o l d i e r s a f t e r H a m i l c a r ' s 
death, but t h e p o i n t a t i s s u e i s t h e same. C f . D i o d . 
x x v . e e l . 2 (p.357 o f V o l . I V . o f the W e s s e l i n g e d i t i o n ) . 

4. That th e commons o f Carthage had a v o i c e i n such m a t t e r s 
seems borne out by P o l y b i u s ' s remark t h a t t h e m u l t i t u d e 
was supreme a t Carthage ( v i . 5 1 ) . 



H a n n i b a l ' s p o s i t i o n a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e Seco n d P u n i c 

War was, i n d e e d a n a n o m a l o u s one, a n d t h e r e h a s b e e n g r e a t d i s 

a g r e e m e n t among b o t h a n c i e n t a n d modern a u t h o r s as t o w h e t h e r 

t h e g r e a t s t r u g g l e was due t o t h e B a r c i n e f a m i l y ' s h a t r e d o f 

Rome, o r w h e t h e r t h e g o v e r n m e n t a p p r o v e d o f t h e p r e p a r a t i o n s 

w h i c h i t must h a v e known t o b e p r o c e e d i n g i n S p a i n . I n o t h e r 

w o r d s , was H a n n i b a l a n i r r e s p o n s i b l e m e r c e n a r y - c a p t a i n , o r was 

h e t h e r e c o g n i s e d l e a d e r o f t h e l e v i e d t r o o p s o f t h e C a r t h a g i n 

i a n e m p i r e ? The g e n e r a l v i e w o f modern w r i t e r s a p p e a r s t o 

be t h a t t h e g o v e r n m e n t o f C a r t h a g e , a t t h e t i m e o f H a n n i b a l ' s 
1 

a s s u m p t i o n o f command, knew o f h i s p l a n s a n d a p p r o v e d them , 

w h a t e v e r i t s a t t i t u d e may h a v e b e e n t o w a r d h i s p r e d e c e s s o r s . 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , t h e s t u d e n t o f t h e S e c o n d P u n i c War must a l w a y s 

f e e l t h a t i t was f r o m C a r t h a g i n i a n S p a i n , n o t f r o m C a r t h a g e 

h e r s e l f , t h a t t h e g r e a t b l o w was l a u n c h e d a t t h e Roman S t a t e . 

H a n n i b a l s p e n t t h e y e a r s 221 and 220 i n s u b d u i n g some 

o f t h e S p a n i s h t r i b e s s o u t h o f t h e E b r o . I n t h e s e o p e r a 

t i o n s , a s w e l l a s a f t e r t h e f a l l o f Saguntum i n 219, h e un

d o u b t e d l y made t h e h o p e o f b o o t y a g r e a t i n c e n t i v e and a l s o 

t o o k c a r e t o d i s c h a r g e f a i t h f u l l y a n y a r r e a r s i n h i s s o l d i e r s ' 

p a y 2 , b u t t h e s e a c t i o n s do n o t j u s t i f y o u r d e s c r i b i n g h i s 

1. Mommsen, p p . c i t . , i i . 2 4 6 , a s s e r t s t h a t H a n n i b a l b e g a n 
t h e war o n h i s own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . F o r t h e o p p o s i t e 
v i e w s e e I h n e , o p , c i t . , i i . H 9 - 1 5 1 , 162, 2 1 7 , 426,453, 
and a l s o B.- L. H a l l w a r d , c h . i l . o f V o l . V I I I . o f t h e 
Camb. A n c . H i s t . . " H a n n i b a l 1 s I n v a s i o n o f I t a l v " . P . 3 1 . 

2. P o l y b i u s i i i . 17. 7, 10-11 ; L i v y x x i . 5 . 
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o r i g i n a l f o r c e , t h e army t h a t i n v a d e d I t a l y , as a n army o f 

m e r c e n a r i e s K A f t e r a l l , f e w a r m i e s o f a n c i e n t t i m e s were 

•unmoved by t h e h o p e o f p a y a n d o f p l u n d e r . And e v e n t h e a n t i -

C a r t h a g i n i a n L i v y l a y s v e r y l i t t l e e m p h a s i s on pay and p l u n d e r 

a s m a i n t a i n i n g t h e l o y a l t y o f H a n n i b a l ' s men. They seem t o 

h a v e b e e n p e r s o n a l l y d e v o t e d t o h i m , a n d t o h a v e r e g a r d e d them

s e l v e s a s s o m e t h i n g h i g h e r t h a n p a i d s e r v a n t s o f a f o r e i g n 

m a s t e r . H a n n i b a l ' s camp was t h e i r f a t h e r l a n d . P e r h a p s , l i k e 

some o f t h e l o n g - s e r v i c e p r o f e s s i o n a l t r o o p s o f t h e s u c c e s s o r s 

o f A l e x a n d e r , t h e y h o p e d t o b e r e w a r d e d a t t h e end o f t h e i r 

c a m p a i g n i n g w i t h a p i e c e o f f a r m - l a n d somewhere i n t h e d o m ains 

o f t h e i r v i c t o r i o u s l e a d e r ; i f L i v y i s t o b e b e l i e v e d , 

a n o t h e r i n d u c e m e n t h e l d o u t b y H a n n i b a l was t h e g i f t o f C a r 

t h a g i n i a n c i t i z e n s h i p ^. T h i s p r o m i s e , h o w e v e r , was n o t made 

t i l l t h e g r e a t c o n t e s t w i t h Rome h a d b e g u n . I f a n y o f t h e 

a b o v e c i r c u m s t a n c e s made H a n n i b a l ' s s o l d i e r s m e r c e n a r i e s , t h e n 

t h e same r e p r o a c h a p p l i e s t o t h e s o l d i e r s o f M a r i u s a n d o f 

S u l l a , o f Pompey, o f A n t o n y , o f C a e s a r , and o f O c t a v i a n . 

1. I h n e , o p . c i t • , I I . 1 5 2 , h a s a n e x c e l l e n t summary o f C a r t h a 
g i n i a n p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e S e c o n d P u n i c Wars "The I b e r 
i a n t r i b e s , s u b j e c t e d by f o r c e o f arms o r c o n c i l i a t e d b y 
p e a c e f u l n e g o t i a t i o n s and r e a d i l y s u b m i t t i n g t o C a r t h a 
g i n i a n a u t h o r i t y , f u r n i s h e d f o r t h e army a n a b u n d a n t 
s u p p l y o f v o l u n t e e r s o r c o m p u l s o r y r e c r u i t s ( L i v y x x i . 
11,21) i n p l a c e o f t h e i n c o n s t a n t G a l l i c m e r c e n a r i e s , o f 
whom t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n army was m a i n l y composed i n t h e 
f i r s t w a r . The L i b y a n s u b j e c t s w e r e r e d u c e d t o o b e d i 
e n c e , a n d f u r n i s h e d e x c e l l e n t s o l d i e r s . The N u m i d i a n s , 
more c l o s e l y u n i t e d w i t h C a r t h a g e t h a n e v e r b e f o r e . . . , 
s u p p l i e d a l i g h t c a v a l r y t h a t c o u l d n o t b e m a t c h e d b y 
the- Romans." 

2 . T a r n , H e l l . M i l . & Nav. Dev., p.25 ; G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t • , pp. 
3 1 3 - 3 1 6 . 

3. L i v y x x i . 4 5 . 



Chapter V I I . 

The Second P u n i c War. 

. The Second P u n i c War i s so v a s t and complex a s t r u g g l e , 

w i t h such u n c e r t a i n t y as to numbers, d a t e s , and l o c a l i t i e s , 

that." i t seems to me a d v i s a b l e t o s t a t e my g e n e r a l view of the 

mercenary problem b e f o r e g o i n g i n t o d e t a i l . I n b r i e f , t h e 

m a t t e r may be summed up thus s t h e army w i t h which H a n n i b a l 

marched a c r o s s the Rhone a f t e r t h e t a k i n g o f Saguntum, con

s i s t e d not o f m e r c e n a r i e s but o f l o n g - s e r v i c e p r o f e s s i o n a l 

s o l d i e r s o v er whom Carthage c l a i m e d t e r r i t o r i a l dominion. 

U n l i k e most o f the g r e a t e x p e d i t i o n s o f Carthage i n the p a s t , 

H a n n i b a l 1 s I t a l i a n campaign was not preceded by t h e a c t i v i t y 

o f r e c r u i t i n g - o f f i c e r s i n a d m i t t e d l y f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s 

a t l e a s t , t h e r e seems to be no r e c o r d o f such a c t i v i t y . The 

s o l d i e r s came i n t h e main from t h e A f r i c a n and S p a n i s h p r o 

v i n c e s o f Carthage. I f t h e r e were any m e r c e n a r i e s i n t h i s 

o r i g i n a l army o f H a n n i b a l ' s , t h e y were e i t h e r l i g h t - a r m e d 

t r o o p s from L l g u r i a and t h e B a l e a r i c I s l a n d s 1, o r e l s e 

s p e c i a l i s t s l i k e t h e s o - c a l l e d I n d i a n s who drove t h e Punic 

e l e p h a n t s 2 . As t h e e x p e d i t i o n moved i n t o G a u l , i t took 

1. The f i r s t L i g u r i a n s mentioned i n t h i s war were used as 
g a r r i s o n t r o o p s i n S p a i n , l e f t b e h i n d w i t h H a s d r u b a l 
( L i v y x x i . 2 2 ; P o l y b i u s i i i . 3 3 , 1 6 ) . mmrapimmpmmmm®m A 
detachment o f B a l e a r i a n s l i n g e r s was s e n t t o A f r i c a , 
a c c o r d i n g t o P o l y b i u s k e p t i n S p a i n , L i v y s a y s. We 
have no e v i d e n c e showing t h a t t h e B a l e a r i c I s l a n d s were 
under t h e domain o f Carthage ( G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , p .2 2 8 ) . 

2. P o l y b i u s i l l . 4 6 ; A p p i a n v i i . 7. 41. We do not know f o r 
c e r t a i n whether e l e p h a n t - d r i v e r s i n g e n e r a l were c a l l e d 
I n d i a n s . See L i d d e l l and S c o t t , s.v. Iv6o£. 



l o c a l v o l u n t e e r s i n t o t h e s e r v i c e o f Carthage, b o t h Gauls and 

L i g u r i a n s . To r e p l a c e c a s u a l t i e s d u r i n g t h e l o n g campaign, 

H a n n i b a l and h i s b r o t h e r s o b t a i n e d r e i n f o r c e m e n t s not I n the 

main from A f r i c a , b u t from G a u l and S p a i n , and a l s o from t h e 

B r u t t i a n s and L u c a n i a n s who j o i n e d H a n n i b a l as a l l i e s a g a i n s t 

Rome. The p r o g r e s s o f t h e war brought about a weakening o f 

C a r t h a g i n i a n a u t h o r i t y i n S p a i n , so t h a t t h e s o l d i e r s who were 

r e c r u i t e d t h e r e f o r H a n n i b a l j o i n e d as mercenaries r a t h e r than 
1 

as l e v i e d s u b j e c t s . On t h e whole we may say t l m t H a n n i b a l 

r a i s e d and employed m e r c e n a r i e s as c i r c u m s t a n c e s d i c t a t e d , but 

t h a t h i s main m i l i t a r y s t r e n g t h was due to l o n g - s e r v i c e t r o o p s 

from the P u n i c dominions i n A f r i c a and S p a i n , o r e l s e t o 

a l l i e s l i k e t h e Numidians, who th r o u g h many ye a r s o f s e r v i c e 

under H a n n i b a l came to r e g a r d him, and not t h e i r far-away 

p r i n c e s and c h i e f t a i n s , as t h e i r l o r d and master . We must 

a l s o remember t h a t the a n t i - C a r t h a g i n i a n b i a s o f P o l y b i u s and 

L i v y has a c c e n t u a t e d t h e mercenary element i n t h e i r d e s c r i p 

t i o n s o f t h e armies t h a t c o n f r o n t e d t h e c i t i z e n - m i l i t i a o f 

Rome ^. . • 
1. The w a r l i k e t r i b e s o f t h e S p a n l s h ~ i n t e r i o r , i n c l u d i n g t h e 

C e l t i b e r i a n s , were never conquered by t h e B a r c i d s , so 
t h a t i f they took s e r v i c e w i t h t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s i t must 
have been as m e r c e n a r i e s . See G r i f f i t h , p.2 2 6 , and 
Niebuhr, i i . 7 9 , 2 0 9 , • 1 r o 

2 . G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , p.2 2 7 . See a l s o Ihne, o p . c i t . , n . 152: 
"The L i b y a n s and Numidians s e r v e d r a t h e r the gen
e r a l s t h a n t h e commonwealth o f Carthage.' 

3 . The most conspicuous example i s P o l ^ M u s v i . 5 2 , but o t h e r 
examples a r e v e r y numerous, e s p e c i a l l y i n L i v y , e^g^ 
x x i i . 43 ; x x i i i . 5 ; 28 ; x x i v . 18 ; x x v i . 4 3 . 



04 

And now we r e t u r n t o H a n n i b a l ' s army as i t opens the 

campaign. Too much has been made of t h e way i n which A f r i c a 

was g a r r i s o n e d w i t h S p a n i s h t r o o p s and S p a i n w i t h A f r i c a n s 1, 

as though H a n n i b a l d i d not t r u s t h i s men ; had t h i s been so, 

he would s c a r c e l y have sent p o t e n t i a l r e b e l s t o l o c a l i t i e s 

where h i s own p o l i t i c a l opponents a t Carthage c o u l d foment 

t r o u b l e amongst them. H i s A f r i c a n s were p r o b a b l y sent to 
2 

S p a i n merely because they were b e t t e r s o l d i e r s and would soon 

be needed, and the s e n d i n g o f S p a n i s h l e v i e s to A f r i c a n p o s t s 

i s no doubt to be r e g a r d e d as s i m i l a r t o the way i n which t h e 

B r i t i s h War O f f i c e a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f the War o f 1914 r e 

p l a c e d r e g u l a r t r o o p s i n I n d i a w i t h T e r r i t o r i a l s . 

U n t i l H a n n i b a l had c r o s s e d t h e A l p s he r e c e i v e d l i t t l e 

r e a l a i d from the G a u l s , who d i d not j o i n him i n any number 
s • • • 

t i l l t he B a t t l e o f the T i c i n u s when a l a r g e c o n t i n g e n t de

s e r t e d the Romans, w i t h whom th e y were s e r v i n g as a u x i l i a r i e s . 

I t i s not easy to say whether a t t h i s s tage t h e Gauls w i t h 

H a n n i b a l ' s army re g a r d e d themselves as m e r c e n a r i e s o f Car-
4 

thage o r as f r e e a l l i e s making common cause a g a i n s t Rome . 
1. L i v y x x i . 21 ; P o l y b i u s i i i . 3 3 • 
2. Cf. what F r o n t i n u s says o f t h e A f r i c a n s as compared w i t h 

t h e S p a n i a r d s , minus y i r i b u s f i r m i , sed a n i m i oonstan- 
t l o r e s ( S t r a t . i i . 3 . 1 ) . 

3 . L i v y x x i . 48 ; P o l y b i u s i i i . 66-68. P o l y b i u s ( i i i . 5 6 ) 
says t h a t a f t e r the passage of t h e A l p s H a n n i b a l ' s army 
numbered 12,000 A f r i c a n f o o t and 8,000 I b e r i a n , w i t h 
not more t h a n 6,000 c a v a l r y . 

4. L i v y , who o f c o u r s e must be r e a d w i t h c a u t i o n , d e c l a r e s 
t h a t H a n n i b a l had no G a l l i c a u x i l i a r i e s b u t such as 
were h i r e d ( x x i i i . 2 8 ) . 
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1 They gave good s e r v i c e a t t h e B a t t l e o f the T r e b i a , where 

H a n n i b a l i s s a i d to have i n c o r p o r a t e d them i n h i s b a t t l e - l i n e ; 

so d i d the s l i n g e r s 2 • 

Losses among the Gauls were heavy, as H a n n i b a l seems to 

have used them to sp a r e h i s own men. He l o o k e d upon them as 

f i c k l e p l u n d e r e r s who c o u l d not be t r u s t e d , and as poor m i l i -
3 

t a r y m a t e r i a l when i t came t o e n d u r i n g h a r d s h i p s . H i s c a l 

l o u s n e s s toward t h e i r l i v e s d u r i n g the passage o f t h e E t r u r i a 

r e c a l l s t h e o l d P u n i c a t t i t u d e toward t h e w h o l e s a l e s l a u g h t e r 

o f t h e b a r b a r i a n h i r e l i n g The f a c t t h a t most o f t h e Car

t h a g i n i a n dead a f t e r t h e B a t t l e o f t h e Trasimene Lake were 

Gau l s i s p r o b a b l y due as much t o H a n n i b a l ' s d e l i b e r a t e sac

r i f i c e o f them as t o t h e i r own l a c k o f d e f e n s i v e armour and 

o f d i s c i p l i n e . Other t h i n g s , b e s i d e s h i s t a c t i c a l use o f 

them, show t h a t he r e g a r d e d them as cheap mercenary t r o o p s . 

F i r s t , he made i t h i s p o l i c y , a c c o r d i n g t o Appian, t o make 
6 

them the s p e c i a l r e c i p i e n t s o f booty not as a reward f o r 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d s e r v i c e but r a t h e r as a guarantee a g a i n s t de

f e c t i o n ; he knew t h a t h i s r e g u l a r t r o o p s d i d not need to be 
1. P o l y b i u s i i i . 72.8. L i v y ( x x i . 56) r e p r e s e n t s the Gauls 

as b e i n g used as s u p p o r t i n g t r o o p s f o r the A f r i c a n s . 
2. P o l y b i u s , l o c c l t . ; L i v y x x i . 55. 
3. L i v y i s f o n d o f d w e l l i n g on t h i s f a i l i n g o f t h e G a u l s . I n 

t h e y e a r 194 B.C., when f i g h t i n g t h e Romans, they gave 
way i n a b a t t l e , he s a y s , because o f heat and f a t i g u e 
and t h i r s t ( xxxiv. 48). Cf. Dio C a s s i u s x i v . 6 b. 

4 . P o l y b i u s i i i . 79 ; L i v y x x i i . 2. 
5. P o l y b i u s i i i . 85.5. 
6. A p p i a n v i l . 2. 
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b o u g h t t h u s . S e c o n d l y , i n s p i t e o f t h e d e f i c i e n c i e s o f t h e 

G a l l i c , f i g h t i n g - e q u i p m e n t , h e d i d n o t i n c l u d e them w i t h h i s 

A f r i c a n s when h e r e - a r m e d t h e l a t t e r w i t h c a p t u r e d Roman arms 
1 

and a r m o u r , t h o u g h t h e r e was c e r t a i n l y enough o f s u c h arma

ment t o go r o u n d . T h i s i s q u i t e t h e o l d P u n i c t r a d i t i o n o f 

a l l o w i n g m e r c e n a r i e s t o f i g h t a n d be k i l l e d i n t h e i r own way 2 . 

J u s t b e f o r e t h e B a t t l e o f Cannae, a c c o r d i n g t o L i v y ^, 

H a n n i b a l ' s m o t l e y army b e g a n t o g r u m b l e b e c a u s e i t s pay was i n 

a r r e a r s , a n d i t was r e p o r t e d mmmmmmMamm t h a t t h e m e r c e n a r i e s , 

t h e S p a n i a r d s e s p e c i a l l y , h a d b e e n p l a n n i n g t o d e s e r t t o t h e 

enemy. I n v i e w o f P o l y b i u s ' s s t a t e m e n t t h a t H a n n i b a l managed 

t o k e e p h i s men f r o m s e d i t i o n t o w a r d h i m o r among t h e m s e l v e s \ 

t h i s p r o p o s e d d e s e r t i o n seems u n l i k e l y . I n f a c t t h e C a r t h a g i n -

i a n d i s c i p l i n e a t t h i s t i m e , o n L i v y ' s own s h o w i n g , compares 

f a v o u r a b l y w i t h t h e Roman, 

1. P o l y b i u s i l l . 8 . 7 , 114; L i v y x x i i .46. I t i s t r u e t h a t H a n n i b a l 
d i d n o t r e - a r m - t h e S p a n i a r d s e i t h e r , b u t t h e y do n o t seem 
t o h a v e n e e d e d i t . T h e i r l i g h t e r armament ( L i v y x x i i . 1 8 ) 
was e a s i e r t o r e p l a c e . 

We a r e s c a r c e l y j u s t i f i e d i n a s s u m i n g w i t h I h n e , o p . c i t . , i i . 
216, and D u r u y , o p . c i t . , 1. 598, t h a t t h e Roman armament 
was s u p e r i o r t o t h a t p r e v i o u s l y u s e d b y t h e A f r i c a n v e t e r 
a n s , o r w i t h N i e b u h r , o p . c i t . , i i . 1 0 3 , t h a t t h e A f r i c a n s 
h a d t o u n d e r g o a " l o n g c o u r s e o f i n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e u s e o f 
Roman weapons. As M a h a f f y ( i n D u r u y , l o c . c i t , ^ < ^ I t was"'*^ 
H a n n i b a l ' s o n l y way o f r e p l a c i n g l o s t and b r o k e n weapons. 
C f . t h e B o e r s ' u s e o f c a p t u r e d B r i t i s h r i f l e s i n t h e S e c o n d 
S o u t h A f r i c a n War. 

2. A . J . E v a n s i n Preeman, op. c i t . , i v . 61 n., and M. G a r y , op. c i t . _ , 
p. 211, p o i n t o u t t h a t t h i s "was c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f m e r c e n a r y 
a r m i e s i n g e n e r a l i n t h e f o u r t h , t h i r d , a nd s e c o n d c e n t u 
r i e s B.C. 

3. L i v y x x i i . 4 3 . 
4. P o l y b i u s x i . 19, a n d c f . L i v y ' s t r i b u t e t o H a n n i b a l , x x v l i i . 

12. A p p i a n ( v i i . 1 7 ) m e r e l y s a y s t h a t j u s t b e f o r e Cannae 
H a n n i b a l i?as a f r a i d l e s t t h r o u g h s h o r t a g e o f pay a n d p r o 
v i s i o n s h i s m e r c e n a r i e s m i g h t d e s e r t h i m . 



So f a r as t h e B a t t l e o f Cannae i s concerned, the mercen

a r y t r o o p s were o f secondary importance i n c o n t r i b u t i n g to t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n v i c t o r y . The C e l t s o r Gauls d i d good work i n 

the p r e l i m i n a r y encounter o f c a v a l r y , i t i s t r u e , and the 

C e l t i c i n f a n t r y d i e d b r a v e l y beneath the r u s h o f the Roman 
I 

l e g i o n a r i e s ; moreover, upwards o f t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e s l a i n 
p 

on the C a r t h a g i n i a n s i d e were C e l t s . The t r u t h i s t h a t the 

C e l t i c c o n t i n g e n t , however g a l l a n t , was used by the P u n i c com

mander as l i v e b a i t , and t h e g r e a t p r o p o r t i o n of C e l t i c casu

a l t i e s s h o u l d not obs c u r e t h e f a c t t h a t Cannae was l a r g e l y a 

c a v a l r y b a t t l e won by t h e Numidian horsemen a b l y supported by 

the A f r i c a n i n f a n t r y . When Duruy a s s e r t e d t h a t t h e G a l l i c 
' • • > " ' • 3 n a t i o n was t h e i n s t r u m e n t o f a l l H a n n i b a l 1 s v i c t o r i e s , he 

was a v i c t i m o f r a c i a l p a t r i o t i s m . 

There i s one Roman v e r s i o n o f the b a t t l e which deserves 
4 

mention h e r e i f not credence. A.ccording t o A p p i a n , 500 

C e l t i b e r i a n s pretended to d e s e r t t o t h e Romans i n t h e cour s e 

o f the f i g h t . Disarmed and t a k e n to t h e r e a r , they t u r n e d 

on t h e Romans a t a c r i t i c a l moment w i t h c o n c e a l e d o r ca p t u r e d 

weapons, and by t h i s t r e a c h e r o u s a t t a c k h e l p e d t o w i n the day 

f o r H a n n i b a l . I t i s j u s t p o s s i b l e t h a t such a t h i n g may have 

happened, and c e r t a i n l y no C a r t h a g i n i a n g e n e r a l would have 
1. P o l y b i u s i i i . 1 1 5 ; L i v y x x l i . 47. 
2. P o l y b i u s i i i . 117. The p r o p o r t i o n i s g i v e n as about 4,000 

C e l t s out o f an approximate t o t a l o f 5 , 7 0 0 . 
3. Duruy, o p . c i t . , i . 6 1 1 . But c f . Mahaffy a c ^ l o c ^ On the 

whole t h e C e l t s o r Gauls appear to have been much i n 
f e r i o r t o t h e L i g u r i a n s ; see L i v y x x v i i . 4 8 ; x x v i i i . 5• 

4. App i a n v i i . 20-22. 
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w e i g h e d t h e l i v e s o f 5 0 0 m e r c e n a r i e s a g a i n s t t h e . a d v a n t a g e 

t h a t s u c h a p i e c e o f t r e a c h e r y w o u l d c o n f e r . However, L i v y 

s a y s t h a t s u c h a d e e d was c o m m i t t e d b y 5 0 0 N u m i d i a n s , and 

F r o n t i n u s , b y 6 0 0 ; Z o n a r a s m e n t i o n s i t , b u t s t a t e s n e i t h e r 

t h e number n o r t h e r a c e o f t h e p e r p e t r a t o r s ; and P o l y b i u s 

d o e s n o t m e n t i o n t h e i n c i d e n t a t a l l 1 . 

E v e n b e f o r e t h e B a t t l e o f Cannae, S p a i n a s a r e c r u i t i n g -

g r o u n d f o r m e r c e n a r i e s was n o t w h o l l y C a r t h a g i n i a n . Gnaeus 

C o r n e l i u s S c i p i o h a d managed t o s a i l p a s t t h e P y r e n e e s and t o 

r a i s e s e v e r a l f i n e a u x i l i a r y c o h o r t s f r o m t r i b e s f r i e n d l y t o 

Rome, most l i k e l y i n t h e r u g g e d d i s t r i c t s o f N o r t h e r n S p a i n 
2 

o u t s i d e t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n d o m a i n s . The Romans r e a l i s e d t h e 

f i g h t i n g q u a l i t i e s . o f t h e S p a n i s h p e o p l e s w e l l enough t o make 

r e p e a t e d e f f o r t s t o i n t e r f e r e w i t h C a r t h a g i n i a n r e i n f o r c e m e n t s 

f r o m t h e P e n i n s u l a . T h e y a l s o s e n t e n v o y s t o t h e L i g u r i a n s 

b e f o r e t h e B a t t l e o f Cannae, e x p o s t u l a t i n g b e c a u s e o f t h e a i d 

t h a t t h e s e p e o p l e h a d g i v e n t o H a n n i b a l . I t i s , h o w e v e r , n o t 

e a s y t o c o n s i d e r a l l L i g u r i a n s i n t h e P u n i c army a t t h i s t i m e 

a s m e r c e n a r i e s , s i n c e L i v y t e l l s u s t h a t t h i s n a t i o n a i d e d t h e 

C a r t h a g i n i a n s w i t h t h e i r s u b s t a n c e a s w e l l a s w i t h a u x i l i a r i e s ^ 

The Romans made no f i n e d i s t i n c t i o n s b e t w e e n one s o r t o f f o e 

a n d a n o t h e r . A b o u t t h i s t i m e t h e y s e n t a l e g i o n t o C i s a l p i n e 

G a u l a s a p u n i t i v e e x p e d i t i o n t o h a r a s s t h e h o m e l a n d o f t h e 

G a u l s a l r e a d y s e r v i n g w i t h H a n n i b a l \ b u t i t was ambushed a n d 

u t t e r l y d e s t r o y e d ^ . 

1. L i v y x x i i . 48 j F r o n t i n u s , S t r a t . i i . 5 . 2 7 ; Z o n a r a s i x . 1. 
2. L i v y x x i . 60 ; P o l y b i u s i i i . 99. 
3 . L i v y x x i i . 3 3 . 4. P o l y b i u s i i i . 1 0 6 . 6 . 
5 . P o l y b i u s i i i . 118.6 ; L i v y x x i i i . 24. 
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Cannae marks a t u r n i n g - p o i n t i n one r e s p e c t , n a m e l y t h a t 

a f t e r t h i s b a t t l e H a n n i b a l , who ma r c h e d s o u t h w a r d , was c u t o f f 

f r o m f u r t h e r s u p p l i e s o f G a l l i c m e r c e n a r i e s 1 . He was p r o b a 

b l y n o t much d e p r e s s e d b y t h e t h o u g h t , f o r he h a d h o p e s o f 

w i n n i n g a i d f r o m t h e c i v i l i s e d G r e e k a n d I t a l i a n s i n t h e S o u t h . 

So l i t t l e d i d h e s t r i v e t o a d d m e r c e n a r i e s t o h i s army t h a t h e 

d i s m i s s e d 600 C r e t a n s whom h e h a d c a p t u r e d a t t h e T r a s i m e n e 
2 

L a k e among t h e Roman a u x i l i a r i e s ; t h e y w e re p a r t o f a f o r c e 

o f a r c h e r s a n d s l i n g e r s t h a t h a d b e e n s e n t b y H i e r o o f S y r a 

c u s e t o a i d t h e Romans a g a i n s t t h e B a l e a r i c a n d M o o r i s h l i g h t -

armed t r o o p s i n t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n army . H a n n i b a l ' s a c t i o n 

was p r o b a b l y due t o h i s hope t h a t b e t t e r t r o o p s w o u l d s o o n 

come t o h i m f r o m C a r t h a g e , a l o n g w i t h a s u p p l y o f money. He 

d i d r e c e i v e a modest r e i n f o r c e m e n t o f t h i s k i n d a f t e r h i s 

b r o t h e r Mago h a d r e p o r t e d o n t h e I t a l i a n t r i u m p h s t o t h e P u n i c 

S e n a t e , t h a t b o d y d e c r e e d t h a t 4 , 0 0 0 N u m i d i a n s s h o u l d be s e n t 

t o H a n n i b a l , w i t h 4 0 0 e l e p h a n t s a n d many t a l e n t s o f s i l v e r ; 

a r r a n g e m e n t s w e r e a l s o made t o h i r e i n S p a i n 2 0 , 0 0 0 f o o t a n d 
4 

4 , 0 0 0 t o r e i n f o r c e t h e P u n i c a r m i e s i n b o t h S p a i n a n d I t a l y . 

I f L i v y i s c o r r e c t i n t h i s a s s e r t i o n , t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s w e re 

a g a i n f a l l i n g b a c k o n m e r c e n a r i e s ; a n d y e t i t i s p o s s i b l e 

t h a t h e i s r e a l l y c o n f u s i n g , w h o l l y o r i n p a r t , a n o r d i n a r y 

l e v y w i t h a r e c r u i t m e n t o f h i r e d t r o o p s ^ . 
2 . L i v y x x i v . 3 0 . 
4 . L i v y x x i i i . 13• 

1. G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , p. 2 3 0 . 
3. L i v y x x i i . 3 7 • 
5 . G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , p. 2 2 5 -
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One t h i n g i s f a i r l y c e r t a i n : a f t e r Cannae H a n n i b a l , 

so l o n g a s h e r e m a i n e d i n I t a l y , a c q u i r e d f e w m e r c e n a r i e s . The 

I t a l i a n s a n d G r e e k s o f S o u t h e r n I t a l y who j o i n e d h i s f o r c e s 

f o u g h t a s a l l i e s , n o t as m e r c e n a r i e s , t i l l h i s r e t u r n t o C a r 

t h a g e . As i s w e l l knfewn, t h e y were d i s a p p o i n t i n g l y few -
2 

- f o r t h e most p a r t B r u t t i a n s and L u c a n i a n s . B u t m e r c e n a r i e s 

d i d s e r v e I n l a r g e numbers w i t h o t h e r C a r t h a g i n i a n l e a d e r s , 

e s p e c i a l l y H a n n i b a l ' s b r o t h e r s H a s d r u b a l a n d Mago, who a r e 

m e n t i o n e d as e n l i s t i n g f i g h t i n g men i n A f r i c a , S p a i n , G a u l , 
3 

L i g u r i a , a n d t h e B a l e a r i c I s l a n d s a s t h e l o n g war d r a g g e d o n ; 

f r o m t h e f r e q u e n t r e f e r e n c e s t o money i t w o u l d seem t h a t t h e 

n e w l y - r a i s e d t r o o p s w e r e f o r t h e most p a r t m e r c e n a r i e s . Some 

o f them were o f p o o r q u a l i t y , e v e n s l a v e s and m a l e f a c t o r s b e i n g 

t a k e n o n a t l e a s t one o c c a s i o n 4, 

However t h e Romans m i g h t d e s p i s e s u c h a d v e r s a r i e s , i t 

s c a r c e l y b e f i t t e d them t o a d o p t a s u p e r i o r t o n e . P a y o f some 
1. L i v y ( x x i i . 6 1 ) g i v e s a l i s t o f t h e p e o p l e s o f I t a l y who 

j o i n e d H a n n i b a l . A c c o r d i n g t o J . S . R e i d ( v i d e i n f r a l , 
t h i s l i s t i s f a r f r o m a c c u r a t e . 

2 . J . S . R e i d , " P r o b l e m s o f t h e S e c o n d P u n i c War : — I I I . Rome 
and h e r I t a l i a n A l l i e s " , i n J o u r n a l o f Roman S t u d i e s , 
V o l . V. ( 1 9 1 5 ) , pp. 86 - 1 2 4 . 

3 . Some t y p i c a l i n s t a n c e s o f C a r t h a g i n i a n r e c r u i t i n g ; 
A f r i c a : L i v y x x v i i . 5 ; x x v i i i . 2 3 ; x x i x . 4 ; A p p i a n v i i i . 

2.9 • 

S p a i n : L i v y x x i i i . 4 9 ; x x v i i . 2 0 ; x x v i i i . 1 , 1 3 ; x x x . 7 ; 
A p p i a n v i . 5 . 

G a u l and L i g u r i a : L i v y x x v i i . 4 4 ; x x v i i i . 4 6 ; x x i x . 5 ; 
A p p i a n v i . 7 . 3 ? ; v i i i . 2 . 7 - 9 . 

B a l e a r i c I s l a n d s : L i v y x x v i i . 2 0 ; x x v i i i . 3 7 J Z o n . S x . 1 0 . 
4 . A p p i a n v i i i . 4 . 2 4 ; Z o n a r a s i x . 12 ( s l a v e s a n d d e s e r t e r s 

s e r v e i n t h e army a g a i n s t S c i p i o i n A f r i c a ) . 

http://Zon.Sx.10
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k i n d o r another was an im p o r t a n t m a t t e r i n the eyes even o f 

Roman s o l d i e r s , t h o s e same men who so abominated t h e v e r y 

name o f mercenary, and i t i s c l e a r t h a t i t was not merely 

money i n l i e u o f r a t i o n s 2 . I n the l a t e r Roman l e v i e s c o u l d 

he found many a b l a c k sheep s l a v e ^ o r c o n v i c t e d f e l o n ^ 

, and i n b o t h S p a i n and A f r i c a Rome d i d not d i s d a i n t o 

assemble i t s own m e r c e n a r i e s , sometimes g i v i n g them t h e l e s s 

o f f e n s i v e name o f a u x i l i a r i e s o r a l l i e s . On more than one 

o c c a s i o n S p a n i s h h i r e l i n g s f ought o r r e f u s e d t o f i g h t , as 

Romans and C a r t h a g i n i a n s bought t h e i r a c t i v i t y o r t h e i r q u l -
5 

escence , and the c a p t u r e o f C a r t h a g i n i a n money by the Romans 

produced an immediate r e s u l t on t h e I b e r i a n b a t t l e f i e l d s . A„ 

As one rea d s t h e account of the C a r t h a g i n i a n attempts 

t o buy t h e s e r v i c e s o f f i c k l e b a r b a r i a n s i n S p a i n and t o 

t r a n s p o r t them by a dangerous l a n d - r o u t e i n t o I t a l y t h a t 

t h e y might j o i n H a n n i b a l *s army, one cannot h e l p wondering 

whether the g r e a t C a r t h a g i n i a n e v e r approved o f such a 

p o l i c y . I t seems v e r y u n l i k e l y . H i s r e p e a t e d but un

a v a i l i n g p e t i t i o n s t o t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n Senate f o r money show 

t h a t he would r a t h e r have spent t h e money h i m s e l f i n h i r i n g 

m e r c e n a r i e s o f b e t t e r q u a l i t y 7 . Carthage, however, had i t s 

t . L i v y x x i i i . 20 ; x x i v . I d . 
2. L i v y x x i i i . 2 1 . < x 

3 . L i v y x x i v . 1 1 , 1 6 ; A p p i a n v i i . 5 . 2 7 ; Zonaras $ . 2 . 
L i v y d e c l a r e s t h a t t h e Romans c o n s i d e r e d manumitted 

s l a v e s l i k e l y t o make b e t t e r s o l d i e r s t h a n ransomed 
c a p t i v e s c o u l d be ( x x i i . 5 7 ) • 

4. L i v y ; x x v i . 40 ; Zonaras i x . 2 . 
5. L i v y x x i v . 4 o ; x x v i . 4 3 ; Zonaras i x . 1 7 • 
6 . Mommsen, o p . c i t • , i i . 3 0 7 - 3 0 8 . 
7 . A p p i a n ( v i i . 8 . 5 4 ) says t h a t a f t e r t h e d e f e a t of the 

Metaurus Carthage t r i e d t o send H a n n i b a l r e i n f o r c e m e n t s , 
b u t was t h w a r t e d by Roman sea-power. 



„92 

eyes on Spain, and wished to assure i t s hold on that region, 

whatever happened to Hannibal ; i t also f r i t t e r e d away much 

useless e f f o r t i n trying to regain Sardinia \ whence i t had 

obtained many mercenaries i n former wars, and S i c i l y , though 

the fate of the l a t t e r depended on the fortunes of the war i n 

I t a l y . 

In spite of the d i f f i c u l t i e s of getting provisions and 

money, Hannibal managed to maintain excellent d i s c i p l i n e 
2 

among his men , and seldom did an Impulse to plunder cause 

his veterans to ruin his plans through disobedience. The 

worst mutiny i n the Punic expedition, the defection of the 

half-caste Carthaginian cavalry leader Mutines ^, does not 

appear to have been due to Hannibal 1s administrative short

comings, but to the jealousy and incompetency of Hanno ^\ and 

the point at issue was prestige rather than plunder. Mere 

mercenaries could not have been trusted, as Hannibal's men 

undoubtedly were, i n a r i c h country where the enemy's superior 

numbers made fig h t i n g so much less a t t r a c t i v e than plundering. 

Scipio's men i n Spain i n 206 B.C., who may have been La t i n and 

I t a l i a n a l l i e s 5, acted much worse when t h e i r pay was i n ar

rears ^. If the d i s c i p l i n e that Hannibal maintained had been 
7 , 

matched by that prevailing among the G-auls of Hasdrubal 5̂=a 
1. Livy x x i i i . 4 0 - 4 1 . 2 . Livy xxiv. 2 0 . 
3 . Livy xxv. 40 ; xxvi. 40 ; Polybius i x . 2 2 . 
4 . Zonaras (ix. 7) asserts that Mutines had been sent to 

S i c i l y because Hannibal had become jealous of h i s ex
p l o i t s , but even Zonaras does not make Hannibal the 
re a l cause of the defection of Mutines ; i t was Hanno, 
who deprived him of his command. 

5 . T.Arnold, The Second Punic War, p.231. 6 . Livy x x v i i 1 . 2 4 . 
7 . Livy x x v i i . 48 ; Polybius x i . 11 . 



1 and Mago , the end of the war might have been very d i f f e r e n t . 

So f a r i s Duruy ' s assertion from being true, that Hannibal 

owed his v i c t o r i e s to his Gauls 2 , that i t would be far closer 

to the mark to say that t h e i r insubordination, t h e i r drunken

ness, and th e i r i n a b i l i t y to endure fatigue and hardship l o s t 

the war for Carthage. 

The v i c t o r i e s of Scipio the Younger i n Spain deprived 

Hannibal of the hope of getting mercenaries from that region 

i n adequate numbers, and when the young Consul won further 

v i c t o r i e s i n A f r i c a i t s e l f , v i c t o r i e s largely due to the a l l i e s 

under Masinissa whom Rome would have called mercenaries i f 

they had been on the opposite side, Hannibal was recalled to 

Carthage. The Romans afterwards circulated a legend that he 

punished with death or slavery a l l the I t a l i a n soldiers who 

refused to accompany him ̂ . The imputed motive was that he 

did not wish them to become an accession to the enemy's forces, 

and i t i s indeed l i k e l y that there was a slaughter of horses 

and other animals ; this i s mentioned by Diodorus and Appian 

i n addition to the alleged butchery of sol d i e r s . But i t is 

very unlikely that Hannibal, however embittered by the sense 

of f a i l u r e , could have been such a f o o l as the legend makes 

him out to be^. Whether these men were mercenaries or 

1. Livy xxx. 18. 2. Vide supra, p. 8^. 
3. Livy xxx. 2 0 ; Diod. x x v i i (pp.379-380 i n the ninth v o l . 

of the Wesseling edition) ; Appian v i i . 10. 59• But 
compare Diod. xxix. (Vol. IX., p p . 4 0 2 - 4 0 3 , same edition), 

4. Mommsen, op.clt., 11.358, swallows the story, as might be 
expected from a member of a nation which believes i n the 
efficac y of Schrecklichkeit. Smith, op.clt., p. 305, 
rejects i t . 



I t a l i a n a l l i e s whose more o b e d i e n t comrades saved t h e i r l i v e s 

by becoming me r c e n a r i e s '*, he must have r e a l i s e d t h a t Carthage 

would need more s o l d i e r s f o r h e r l a s t s t r u g g l e and t h a t i t 

would be sheer i n s a n i t y to g e t , throughout the M e d i t e r r a n e a n 

w o r l d , a r e p u t a t i o n t h a t would d e t e r mercenaries from e n t e r i n g 

h e r s e r v i c e . I f t h e r e i s any f o u n d a t i o n f o r t h e s t o r y o f the 

massacre, i t may be t h a t Roman i n t r i g u e s aimed a t a t r e a c h e r o u s 

a t t a c k d u r i n g H a n n i b a l ' s embarkation, a time when h i s f o r c e 

would be v e r y v u l n e r a b l e , and t h a t a number o f e x e c u t i o n s were 

deemed n e c e s s a r y t o p r e v e n t such an o c c u r r e n c e . Diodorus, 

who does not l i k e H a n n i b a l , t e l l s o f a n o t h e r i n s t a n c e o f h i s 
2 

c r u e l t y : a f t e r t h e r e t u r n t o A f r i c a he i s s a i d to have 

punished w i t h death 4 ,000 horsemen who, a f t e r d e s e r t i n g Sy-

phax f o r M a s i n i s s a , abandoned t h e l a t t e r and came over to him, 

but such a s t o r y proves n o t h i n g a t a l l . 

We know t h a t m e r c e n a r i e s p l a y e d a prominent p a r t i n the 

Carthage d e f e n s i v e p r i o r t o t h e B a t t l e o f Zama and i n t h e 

b a t t l e i t s e l f . E a r l y i n 203 B.C. t h e r e a r r i v e d i n A f r i c a a 

c o n t i n g e n t o f 4,000 C e l t i b e r i a n s 5 , who took p a r t i n t h e 

B a t t l e o f the Great P l a i n s . They were doomed to d e s t r u c t i o n , 

1. G r i f f i t h , who does not even mention t h e a l l e g e d a t r o c i t y , 
says (p.231) t h a t H a n n i b a l ' s I t a l i a n a l l i e s , t o the num
b e r o f many thousands, a s w e l l as some Greeks, remained 
w i t h H a n n i b a l "as pure p r o f e s s i o n a l s o l d i e r s " . These 
Greeks must have come from Magna G r a c i a , not Greece pro
p e r , but see Zonaras, i x . 2 ( V o l . I I . , p.148 i n the Loeb 
e d i t i o n o f Dio C a s s i u s w / w . rtU. SJUA M ^ K ^ M ^ W £uu*je.. 

2. D i o d . x x v i i (p . 3 8 0 o f V o l . I X . o f the W e s s e l i n g e d i t i o n ) . 
The same s t o r y appears i n A p p i a n v i i i . 6. 33. 

3 . L i v y x x x . 7 ; P o l y b i u s x i v . 8 . 



f o r t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s o n t h e i r r i g h t a n d t h e N u m i d i a n s o n 

t h e i r l e f t g a v e way ; t h e C e l t I b e r i a n s , t h u s e x p o s e d , who h a d 

no hope o f p a r d o n a t S c i p i o ' s h a n d s , d i e d f i g h t i n g where t h e y 

s t o o d . 

A n o t h e r m e r c e n a r y d e t a c h m e n t i n t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n army a t 

t h i s t i m e was a b o d y o f h e a v y - a r m e d i n f a n t r y , " M a c e d o n i a n s " 

u n d e r a commander named S o p a t e r ; t h e y numbered 4,000 and h a d 

b e e n s e n t b y P h i l i p o f Macedon, who was p r o b a b l y t h e i r p a y 

m a s t e r , f o r h e s e n t a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f money w i t h them * 

T h e r e i s some d o u b t , h o w e v e r , a s t o w h e t h e r s u c h a M a c e d o n i a n 
2 

f o r c e was p r e s e n t a t Zama ; t h e Romans a t a n y r a t e made t h e 

a l l e g e d e x p e d i t i o n a n e x c u s e f o r p r o c e e d i n g s a g a i n s t P h i l i p ^. 

A p p i a n s a y s t h a t a t t h e t i m e o f t h e B a t t l e o f Zama Mago 

was i n L i g u r i a , r a i s i n g more m e r c e n a r i e s * ^ , b u t t h i s i s i m

p o s s i b l e , Mago h a d b e e n i n L i g u r i a ^ , b u t a c c o r d i n g t o L i v y , 

who seems more t r u s t w o r t h y h e r e , h e h a d d i e d b e f o r e t h e b a t t l e 

o n h i s way home f r o m S a r d i n i a ^. 

The engagement a t Zama a p p e a r s t o h a v e b e e n f o r c e d on 

H a n n i b a l ^ , who w o u l d h a v e p r e f e r r e d t o w a i t u n t i l h e h a d b e e n 

r e i n f o r c e d b y more m e r c e n a r i e s a n d s u b j e c t - a l l i e s ; f r o m t h e 

1. Livy xxx. 26,33 ; Front inus, Strat., i.5.16. 
2. M. Cary, op.cit., p. 189 n., points out that Polybius makes 

no mention of a Macedonian contingent i n his account of 
the Battle of Zama. Neither, f o r that matter, does 
Appian. 

3. L i v y xxx. 42. 
4. Appian v i i i . 8 . 49 ; Q. 59. 
5. Livy x x v i i i . 46. 6. Livy xxx. 19. 
7. Appian v i i i . 7.39-4-0 ; Livy xxx. 29. 
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l a t t e r h e most d e s i r e d a i d i n t h e f o r m o f N u m i d l a n c a v a l r y t o 

op p o s e t o t h e h o r s e m e n o f M a s i n i s s a . "Some o f t h e F u m i d i a n s 

d i d a r r i v e 1 , h u t n o t enough t o g i v e t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s a s u 

p e r i o r i t y i n mounted t r o o p s , n o r were e i g h t y e l e p h a n t s , h a s t i -

l y c o l l e c t e d , a b l e t o a c c o m p l i s h a n y t h i n g a g a i n s t S c i p i o ' s 

o r d e r o f b a t t l e . 

T h i s was r e a l l y t h e l a s t f i g h t i n w h i c h C a r t h a g e i s 

known t o h a v e u s e d m e r c e n a r i e s . They were a m o t l e y l o t , l i k e 

t h e d i v e r s e h o r d e s s e n t t o S i c i l y i n p r e v i o u s c a m p a i g n s 

L i g u r i a n s , G a u l s , B a l e a r i a n s , M o o r s , and N u m i d i a n s f r o m t h e 

i n d e p e n d e n t West A f r i c a n k i n g d o m s . A c c o r d i n g t o L i v y , t h e r e 

w e r e t h e o l d d i f f i c u l t i e s i n r e g a r d t o l a n g u a g e 3 . most o f 

t h e o f f i c e r s h a d t o u s e i n t e r p r e t e r s , a n d e v e n t h e e f f e c t o f 

t h e b a t t l e - c r y was i m p a i r e d b y t h e v a r i e t y a n d t h e d i s s o n a n c e 

o f t h e many l a n g u a g e s . 

L i g h t - a r m e d m e r c e n a r i e s t o t h e number o f a b o u t 12,000, 

w e r e p l a c e d i n f r o n t o f t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n army. B o t h L i v y a n d 

P o l y b i u s d e c l a r e t h a t t h e y f o u g h t g a l l a n t l y b u t w e r e n o t s u p 

p o r t e d b y t h e A f r i c a n s a n d C a r t h a g i n i a n s , who w i t h t h e Mace

d o n i a n s f o r m e d t h e s e c o n d l i n e ; a t h i r d l i n e c o n s i s t e d o f 

I t a l i a n t r o o p s , m o s t l y B r u t t i a n s . L i v y s a y s o f t h e s e t h a t 

t h e y h a d f o l l o w e d H a n n i b a l f r o m c o m p u l s i o n r a t h e r t h a n c h o i c e 
A 

and t h a t h e f e l t d o u b t f u l o f them , b u t P o l y b i u s t e l l s u s 

1. P o l y b i u s x v . 3 . 
2 . P o l y b i u s x v . 15• C f . A p p i a n v i i i . 2 . 0 . 
3 . L i v j r x x x . 3 3 - 3 4 . See a l s o P o l y b i u s x v . 1 2 . 9 ' 
4 . L i v y x x x . 3 3 , 3 5 . 



t h a t , t h e y w e re t h e most e f f i c i e n t a n d t h e s t e a d i e s t o f h i s 

t r o o p s \ and A p p i a n adds t h a t t h e y c o u l d "best b e c o u n t e d o n 

t o a c q u i t t h e m s e l v e s m a n f u l l y , a s t h e y h a d t h e most t o l o s e i f 

d e f e a t e d . I t i s l i k e l y t h a t t h e s e I t a l i a n s o l d i e r s were 

p r o f e s s i o n a l s who i n t h e c o u r s e o f t h e l o n g -campaign i n I t a l y 

h a d l a r g e l y r e p l a c e d t h e v e t e r a n s who h a d c r o s s e d t h e A l p s 

w i t h H a n n i b a l ; i n o t h e r w o r d s , t h e y w e r e w e l l - t r a i n e d mer

c e n a r i e s , w h e r e a s t h e f o r w a r d s c r e e n o f l i g h t - a r m e d t r o o p s 

w e r e p r o b a b l y l i t t l e b e t t e r t h a n raw r e c r u i t s . "The more one 

l o o k s a t i t t h e more p r o b a b l e i t seems t h a t t h e t h i r d l i n e was 

n o t t h e s t r o n g e s t m e r e l y b u t v e r y much t h e s t r o n g e s t o f t h e 

t h r e e . " ~* S u c h i s t h e comment o f G r i f f i t h , who a t t r i b u t e s 

H a n n i b a l ' s d e f e a t t o t h e w e a k n e s s o f t h e c a v a l r y t h a t p r o t e c 

t e d h i s w i n g s , and t h i s o p i n i o n i s s u p p o r t e d b y P o l y b i u s ' s 
A 

v i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e g r e a t commander's t a c t i c a l d i s p o s i t i o n s 

So t h e S e c o n d P u n i c War e n d e d . I f a n y o n e i s i n c l i n e d 

t o b l a m e m e r c e n a r y t r o o p s f o r t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n c o l l a p s e , two 

t h i n g s s h o u l d f i r s t be c a r e f u l l y c o n s i d e r e d . The f i r s t i s 

t h e Roman p e a c e - t r e a t y t h a t a b s o l u t e l y p r o h i b i t e d C a r t h a g e 

1. P o l y b i u s xv. 1 5 . 3 . 
2 . A p p i a n v i i i . 7 . 4 o . 
3 . G r i f f i t h , o p . c i t . , p. 2 2 9 . 
4. P o l y b i u s , l o c . c i t . 
5 . I t i s t r u e t h a t t h e u n s a t i s f a c t o r y b e h a v i o u r o f t h e G a u l s 

i n t h e a r m i e s o f H a s d r u b a l and o f Mago h a d much t o do 
w i t h t h e f a i l u r e o f H a n n i b a l i n I t a l y , b u t my p o i n t i s 
t h a t t h e y w e re u n s a t i s f a c t o r y n o t b e c a u s e t h e y w e re 
m e r c e n a r i e s b u t b e c a u s e t h e y w e r e G a u l s . The same 
v i c e s o f i n c o n s t a n c y , i n d o l e n c e , t u r b u l e n c e , c u p i d i t y , 
a n d d r u n k e n n e s s a p p e a r i n t h e c a m p a i g n s where t h e G a u l s 
a r e f i g h t i n g , n o t f o r a f o r e i g n m a s t e r , b u t f o r 
t h e i r own homes a n d f r e e d o m . 
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f r o m h i r i n g a n y more m e r c e n a r i e s . Rome may h a v e d e s p i s e d t h e 

m e r c e n a r y s o l d i e r , h u t s h e f e a r e d h i m n e v e r t h e l e s s . I t i s 

t r u e t h a t P o l y b i u s d o e s n o t m e n t i o n t h i s c l a u s e o f t h e t r e a t y 

a t a l l , a n d t h a t A p p i a n makes i t a p p l y t o C e l t s and L i g u r i a n s 

o n l y 2 . On t h e o t h e r h a n d , t h e j e a l o u s R e p u b l i c t h a t h a n d e d 

C a r t h a g e o v e r , d i s a r m e d , t o t h e a t t a c k s o f M a s i n i s s a i s n o t 

l i k e l y t o h a v e p e r m i t t e d ffl h^c t o r e t a i n t h e power o f p u r 

c h a s i n g f o r e i g n a i d . 

The s e c o n d a r g u m e n t a g a i n s t u n d e r v a l u i n g t h e C a r t h a g i n i 

a n m e r c e n a r y i s t h e g r o w i n g t e n d e n c y o f Rome d u r i n g and a f t e r 

t h e w ar t o u s e m e r c e n a r i e s h e r s e l f . We may re.ca.lt t h e C r e 

t a n s s e n t b y H i e r o o f S y r a c u s e , men whom Rome d i d n o t r e f u s e 

t o employ a n d whom H a n n i b a l c a p t u r e d a n d a l l o w e d t o go f r e e ; 

t h e Cenomanni a n d o t h e r t r i b e s of C i s a l p i n e G-aul who s e r v e d 

o n t h e Roman s i d e a t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e war v , t h e P u n i c 

d e s e r t e r s o f v a r i o u s r a c e s ^ t h e S p a n i a r d s a n d C e l t i b e r i a n s 

whom Rome b o u g h t b y t h e t h o u s a n d 5, a n d t h e N u m i d i a n l o o t -

h u n t e r s o f M a s i n i s s a 6 , Of s u c h a u x i l i a r i e s I h n e h a s w e l l 

s a i d : 

" A l l t h e s e t r o o p s w e r e a n i m a t e d , n o t b y 
p a t r i o t i s m o r a s e n s e o f d u t y , b u t b y t h e • 
hope o f g a i n ; a n d i f we a r e j u s t i f i e d 

1. D i o C a s s i u s x v i i . 5 7 . 8 2 . 
2 . A p p i a n v i i i . 8 . 54. B u t i n V i i i . 6 . 3 2 , S c i p i o , eteen 

b e f o r e H a n n i b a l h a s l a n d e d i n A f r i c a , i s r e p r e s e n t e d 
a s m a k i n g t h e p r o h i b i t i o n a b s o l u t e . C f . v i i i . 9, 59. 

3 . L i v y x x i . 2 6 , 5 5 . 
4. S . f i . L i v y x x i l i . 46 ; x x i v . 47 ; x x v i i . 8 . 
5. E.g. L i v y x x i v . 49 ; x x v . 3 2 . 
6. A p p i a n v i i i . 2 . 12. 

http://re.ca.lt


I n a s s u m i n g t h a t t h e Roman, L a t i n , a n d 
S a b e l l i a n s o l d i e r s w e r e o r i g i n a l l y i n 
s p i r e d b y h i g h e r m o t i v e s , s t i l l t h e y c o u l d 
n o t f a i l t o b e a f f e c t e d b y t h e c h a r a c t e r 
o f t h e i r m e r c e n a r y c o m r a d e s " 1. 

«• •i'f •* K •» « •» # * « 

I h n e , o p . c i t . , i i . 469• The same w r i t e r ( i i . 411) 
p o i n t s o u t t h a t t h e Romans t o o k i n t o t h e i r s e r v i c e 
a s m e r c e n a r i e s t h e w h o l e A e t o l i a n n a t i o n . 



C h a p t e r V I I I . 

The T h i r d P u n i c War. C o n c l u s i o n . 

W h e t h e r t h e t r e a t y 0 f 201 B.C. d i d o r d i d n o t e x p r e s s l y 

f o r b i d C a r t h a g e t o h i r e m e r c e n a r i e s , o t h e r t h i n g s were c a l c u 

l a t e d t o p r o d u c e s u c h a r e s u l t : t h e huge i n d e m n i t y , t h e 

c e s s i o n o f t e r r i t o r y , t h e s u r r e n d e r o f s h i p s and o f e l e p h a n t s , 

a n d t h e j e a l o u s s u r v e i l l a n c e e x e r c i s e d b y M a s i n l s s a . The 

d e f e a t e d A f r i c a n R e p u b l i c a p p e a r s t o h a v e r e f r a i n e d , a t l e a s t 

f o r many y e a r s , f r o m g i v i n g Rome a n y p r e t e x t f o r renewed 

h o s t i l i t i e s . H a n n i b a l h i m s e l f s t r o v e f o r p e a c e ", w h a t e v e r 

h o p e s h e may s e c r e t l y h a v e c h e r i s h e d o f u l t i m a t e r e v e n g e . F o r 

a n t i - R o m a n i n s u r r e c t i o n s among some o f t h e b a r b a r o u s p e o p l e s 

who h a d s e r v e d a s P u n i c m e r c e n a r i e s i n t h e p a s t l i k e t h e 

o p e r a t i o n s c o n d u c t e d b y H a m i l c a r , a f o r m e r o f f i c e r o f H a n n i -
2 

b a l ' s , among t h e G a u l s and L i g u r i a n s , o r t h e a c t i v i t i e s o f 

t h e t o ,0 0 0 C e l t i b e r i a n m e r c e n a r i e s i n t h e s e r v i c e o f t h e T u r -

d i t a n i I n B.C. 195 , C a r t h a g e c a n n o t b e h e l d r e s p o n s i b l e . 

T h e r e i s a p o s s i b i l i t y , h o w e v e r , t h a t as M a s i n i s s a 1 s a g g r e s 

s i o n s became more and more i n t o l e r a b l e , t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s may 

s e c r e t l y h a v e b e g u n a r r a n g e m e n t s f o r t h e h i r i n g o f mercen-

1. P o l y b i u s x v . 18, 19 ; A p p i a n v i i i . 9 . 5 5 • 
2. L i v y x x x i . 10 ; D l o C a s s i u s x v i i i . 5 8 . 5 ; Z o n a r a s i x . 

1 5 - 1 6 . 
3 . L i v y x x x i v . 1? ; Z o n a r a s i x . 17. 
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a r i e s f o r t h e i r d e f e n c e . T h e r e a r e a few v a g u e r e f e r e n c e s t o 

a u x i l i a r i e s and a l l i e s , c o l l e c t e d o r h o p e d f o r . Mommsen de

c l a r e s , a s u s u a l w i t h o u t g i v i n g h i s s o u r c e s , t h a t a b o u t 154 B. 

C. t h e p a t r i o t i c p a r t y i n O a r t h a g e " f o r m e d o u t o f t h e f r e e 

N u m i d i a n s a numerous army u n d e r A r c o b a r z a n e s , t h e g r a n d s o n o f 
2 

S y p h a x " . N i e b u h r g o e s so f a r a s t o s a y o f t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s 

o f t h i s p e r i o d : 
" T h e i r p r e v i o u s m i s f o r t u n e s h a d n o t made them 
more w a r l i k e ; t h e y d i d n o t do what M a c h i a -
v e l l i w i s h e d t o b e done f o r h i s n a t i v e c i t y , 
and h a d n o t y e t come t o t h e c o n v i c t i o n t h a t 
t h e y must r e l y u p o n t h e i r own V a l o u r , a n d a t 
t h e same t i m e l i g h t e n t h e b u r d e n s o f t h e i r 
s u b j e c t s . The e v i l s o f t h e i r m i l i t a r y s y s t e m 
h a d n o t b e e n removed, a n d - t h e i r a r m i e s s t i l l 
c o n s i s t e d o f . m e r c e n a r i e s " . 

On t h e o t h e r h a n d A p p i a n , who d o e s n o t u s u a l l y m i n i m i s e a n y 

Roman a c h i e v e m e n t , e x p r e s s l y d e c l a r e s t h a t a f t e r S c i p i o N a s i c a 

and C o r n e l i u s H i s p a n u s h a d i m p o s e d u p o n t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s t h e 

b r u t a l t e r m s t h a t d r o v e them t o make t h e i r l a s t d e s p e r a t e 

s t a n d % "They h a d n e i t h e r m e r c e n a r y n o r f r i e n d n o r a l l y , n o r 

o p p o r t u n i t y t o o b t a i n them". \ and h i s words j u s t p r e v i o u s t o 

t h i s p a s s a g e i m p l y t h a t t h e s o l d i e r s l o s t i n t h e u n s u c c e s s f u l 
5 

w a r . w i t h M a s i n i s s a w e r e C a r t h a g i n i a n s . 

1. N o t i c e t h e r e f e r e n c e s t o t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n c a p t a i n o f a u x i 
l i a r i e s ( i f o pOTiSapYO^ means t h i s ) i n A p p i a n v i i i . 10. 
68, 70; 11. 7 4 . A l l i e s o f C a r t h a g e a r e a l l u d e d t o i n 
P o l y b i u s x x x v i i i . 7 . 9 , a n d Z o n a r a s i x . 2 6 , 2 7 , 2 9 . 

2 . Mommsen, op. c i t . , i i i . 2 3 9 - 2 4 0 . 3 . N i e b u h r , o p . c i t . , i i . 2 3 2 ! - . 

4 . A p p i a n v i i i . 12. 82 i ^ v t n d v Se ou5 e v Sarxv T\ ̂ f X o ? n 
Oup4iaxo<; "i. u a i po<; e<S r a C j a , „ ... ,, T h i s i s a v i r t u a l r e p e t i t i o n o f v m . 11. 7 6 . 

5. O U H cfvopa? o i He t o i x a v o u ? arrop.a'xeo'Gat Ttevre iiuptddcDV 
e ' v a f x 0 ^ Sie^Oapp-e 'vcov. 

N o t i c e h o w e v e r s u c h a name a s t h a t o f H a m i l c a r t h e S a m n i t e 
( v i i i . 10. 7 0 ) . He was a p p a r e n t l y n o t a m e r c e n a r y . 



Summing up, we may s a y t h a t , t h o u g h t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s d i d 

arm t h e s l a v e s o f t h e c i t y f o r t h e l a s t d e f e n c e 5 , t h e r e i s no 

s a t i s f a c t o r y e v i d e n c e f o r t h e s t a t e m e n t t h a t m e r c e n a r i e s a i d e d 

t h e u n f o r t u n a t e R e p u b l i c i n h e r l a s t s t r u g g l e . 
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I n c o n c l u d i n g t h i s s t u d y o f t h e m e r c e n a r y s y s t e m o f C a r 

t h a g e , 2 s h a l l r e c a p i t u l a t e t h e m a i n p o i n t s a s f o l l o w s ; 

vat) The C a r t h a g i n i a n s , t h o u g h n o t a m i l i t a r y p e o p l e , 

w e r e n o t c o w a r d s , a n d when w e l l - t r a i n e d a n d w e l l - l e d , c o u l d h e 

f o r m i d a b l e a n t a g o n i s t s . 

(b) T h e i r u s e o f m e r c e n a r y t r o o p s was p r o m p t e d b y a de

s i r e t o e c o n o m i s e t h e l i v e s o f t h e i r own p e o p l e and t o p r e v e n t 

i n t e r f e r e n c e w i t h t h e i r o r d i n a r y , p u r s u i t s . 

( c ) I n g e n e r a l , t h e i r m e r c e n a r i e s w e r e h i r e d r a t h e r w i t h 

a v i e w t o c h e a p n e s s t h a n t o q u a l i t y ; b a r b a r i a n s , e s p e c i a l l y 

t h o s e f r o m t h e W e s t e r n M e d i t e r r a n e a n , w e re p r e f e r r e d t o G r e e k s . 

( d ) C a r t h a g e ' s t r o u b l e s w i t h h e r m e r c e n a r i e s w e re m a i n l y 

due t o ; 
i . The w i l d t r e a c h e r o u s n a t u r e o f t h e b a r b a r i a n , 

i i . The f a i l u r e o f C a r t h a g i n i a n s t a t e s m e n a n d g e n e r a l s 
t o t r e a t , them w i t h w i sdom and j u s t i c e , 

i i i . The s h o r t p e r i o d o f s e r v i c e , w h i c h was i n a d e q u a t e 
a s a c o u r s e i n c i v i l i s a t i o n , 

i v . The a b s e n c e o f a n y s y s t e m e n a b l i n g a m e r c e n a r y t o 
w i n C a r t h a g i n i a n c i t i z e n s h i p . 

( e ) The m e r c e n a r i e s c a r e d l i t t l e f o r C a r t h a g e b u t were 

c a p a b l e o f l o y a l t y t o a n i n d i v i d u a l commander who knew how t o 

1. A p p i a n ( v i i i . 13. 93) s a y s t h a t b e f o r e t h e g e n e r a l a r m i n g 
o f t h e c i t i z e n s , f r e e d o m was p r o c l a i m e d t o t h e s l a v e s . 
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h a n d l e them w i t h f i r m n e s s a n d j u s t i c e a nd t o g a i n t h e i r r e 

s p e c t as a g e n e r a l . 

( f ) C a r t h a g e u s e d m e r c e n a r i e s i n l a r g e numbers i n t h e 

p e r i o d b e t w e e n t h e B a t t l e o f H i m e r a i n 48c B.C. and t h e d e a t h 

o f A g a t h o c l e s i n 2 8 9 B.C., a n d i n s m a l l e r numbers, t h o u g h 

s t i l l t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t , i n t h e F i r s t P u n i c War. I n 

t h e S e c o n d P u n i c War, m e r c e n a r i e s were e m p l o y e d b u t d i d n o t 

t a k e a l e a d i n g p a r t i n t h e f i g h t i n g t i l l t h e l a t t e r p a r t o f 

t h e c o n t e s t . They w e r e n o t u s e d i n t h e T h i r d P u n i c War. 

(g) Many o f t h e t r o o p s i n t h e s e r v i c e o f C a r t h a g e , 

s p o k e n o f b y G r e e k and Roman w r i t e r s a s m e r c e n a r i e s , w e re 

r a t h e r s u b j e c t - l e v i e s . They m i g h t , h o w e v e r , i n t h e c o u r s e 

o f a campaign,when C a r t h a g e ' s d i r e c t c o n t r o l o v e r them was 

weakened, o r u n d e r t h e i n f l u e n c e o f a g e n e r a l ' s s t r o n g p e r 

s o n a l i t y , t e n d t o t h r o w o f f t h e c h a r a c t e r o f s u b j e c t - l e v i e s 

a n d assume t h a t o f m e r c e n a r i e s . 

( h ) On t h e w h o l e , t h e p u r e l y m e r c e n a r y e l e m e n t i n t h e 

P u n i c army h a s b e e n e x a g g e r a t e d b y b o t h a n c i e n t a n d modern 

h i s t o r i a n s . 

«• * « -it- & * •» **• # 
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Appendix I. 

The Ransoming of Carthaginian Mercenaries. 

Ihne (op.cit.. i i . 99 n.) goes too f a r when he says 

that i t i s probable that the Carthaginians never ransomed t h e i r 

mercenaries. Livy, x x i . 41, declares that the Carthaginians 

had to ransom Hamilcar Barca's garrison at Eryx for 18 denarii 

a head. These men were nearly a l l mercenaries. Zonaras, v i i i . 

16, mentions payment being made by Carthage as ransom for prison

ers taken by the Romans toward the end of the F i r s t Punic Y/ar, 
1 

but does not specify whether mercenaries were Included. He says 

that the two sides exchanged t h e i r captives man fo r man and that 

as the Carthaginians had l o s t more men taken prisoner than the 

Romans, they had to make up the difference with money-payments. 

It i s hard to see how they could avoid ransoming mercenaries on 

this occasion, since the Romans would scarcely have allowed any 

discrimination that would have l e f t them with valueless captives 

on t h e i r hands. 

Dio Cassius, xiv. 1 5 , mentions an exchange of prisoners 

on a somewhat-similar basis i n the Second Punic War. Here 

Hannibal may have been w i l l i n g to ransom mercenaries because of 

the d i f f i c u l t y of getting fresh troops from Carthage, as well 

as to get r i d of Roman prisoners who were an encumbrance. See 

also Livy x x i i . 2 3 . 
1. Zonaras also t e l l s us ( v i i i . 1 7 ) that at the end of the F i r s t 

Punic War the Carthaginians were compelled to ransom 
t h e i r men who had deserted or had been captured ; thi s 
again would seem to include mercenaries, since the Romans 
wanted as much ransom-money as possible. 



A p p e n d i x I I . 

C a r t h a g e a n d t h e A l l i a n c e a g a i n s t P y r r h u s . 

P o l y b i u s , i i i . 2 5 , g i v e s d e t a i l s o f t h e t r e a t y made i n 

2 7 9 B.C. b y t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s a n d t h e Romans a g a i n s t K i n g 

P y r r h u s o f E p i r u s . One c l a u s e o f t h i s t r e a t y s a y s t h a t 

i n c a s e o f e i t h e r o f t h e c o n t r a c t i n g p a r t i e s ' r e q u i r i n g 

a s s i s t a n c e , t h e C a r t h a g i n i a n s a r e t o p r o v i d e t h e n e c e s s a r y 

s h i p s , b u t t h a t e a c h p a r t y s h a l l p r o v i d e t h e pay f o r i t s own 

men. T h i s d o e s n o t o f n e c e s s i t y mean t h a t C a r t h a g e was 

u s i n g m e r c e n a r i e s , a s t h e wo r d f o r pay, T a o t y f v i a , means 

r a t h e r money g r a n t e d i n l i e u o f r a t i o n s . See G r i f f i t h , op. 

c i t . j, dtydSviov, l n n i s i n d e x o n p. 325 • 
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A p p e n d i x I I I . 

" L a t r o " E q u i v a l e n t t o M e r c e n a r y . 

T h e r e i s a n i n t e r e s t i n g n o t e i n J u l i u s B r i x ' s e d i t i o n 

o f P l a u t u s ' s Trinummus ( l i n e 599), w h i c h I q u o t e h e r e a s 

i l l u s t r a t i v e o f t h e Roman c o n t e m p t f o r m e r c e n a r i e s : 

" l a t r o c l n a t u r n : w i e l a t r o u n s p r u n g l i c h ' S B l d n e r , M i e t -

s o l d a t " ( C u r e . 5 4 8 . M i l . 7 4 . 9 4 9 . P o e n . 6 6 3 . S t i c h . 1 3 5 . B a c c h . f r . 

2 0 ) , so i s t l a t r o c i n a r i ( A a r p e u e t v ) 'urn S o l d d i e n e n * ( M i l . 

4 9 9 u. u b e r t r a g e n P o e n . 7 0 4 ) . V a r r o de L . L . V I I 52 M. d e n k t 

i n e i n e m A t em a n l a t u s ( l a t e r i s ) , a n l a t e r e und a n Actrpov -

merces a l s Stammwort, wovon n u r das l e t z t e r e W a h r s c h e i n l i c h -

k e i t h a t . T e r e n c e s a g t m i l i t a r e H e a u t . 117. G e r a d e i n 

d i e Z e i t d e r n e u e r e n KomBdie f a i l t d a s L a t r o n e n w e s e n h e i d e n 

v i e l e n K r i e g e n d e r P e l d h e r r n A l e x a n d e r s d. G r . n a c h d e s s e n 

T o d . B e i e i n e r u n t e r g r a b e n e n E x i s t e n z war a l s o i n j e n e r Z e i t 

d a s S o l d d i e n s t n e h m e n d a s s e l b e was h e u t z u Tage d i e A u s w a n d e r -
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