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CICERO'S ATTITUDE TO THE TRIUMVIRATE 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

"He was a great o r a t o r , my c h i l d , a great o r a t o r , and 
( 1 ) 

a man who loved h i s country w e l l . " P o s s i b l y there i s no 
s i n g l e sentence i n l i t e r a t u r e which sums up more admirably 
and more f a i r l y the l i f e of Marcus T u l l i u s C i c e r o . Much has 
been w r i t t e n about him i n ancient and modern times. No 
Roman, perhaps no h i s t o r i c a l c h a r a c t e r , has been more w i l d l y 
p r a i s e d or more u n j u s t l y condemned, and i f the eulo g i e s 
and censures have accomplished nothing more, they at l e a s t 
give abundant testimony to the undying i n f l u e n c e he has 
had, not only on h i s own day and generation, but on down 
through.the ages. There have been numerous statesmen of 
the f i r s t rank, innumerable men of l e t t e r s , and many ora
t o r s , but r a r e l y ever i s i t given to one man to hold' a 
supreme p o s i t i o n i n oratory, l e t t e r s , and p o l i t i c s . Erom 
the moment he entered p u b l i c l i f e , when he rose to defend 
Sextus Roscius of Ameria, to h i s f i n a l denunciation of 
Antony, Cicero wielded a tremendous sway over the minds of 

( 1 ) P l u t . C i c . 49. Translated by Straehan-Davidson, 
'"Cicero," p.249 • ' • 
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h i s f e l l o w countrymen. There were times when h i s i n f l u e n c e 
was f o r the moment lessened, but never e n t i r e l y e x t i n g u i s h e d . 

The years of h i s youth and e a r l y manhood were spent i n 
an atmosphere of party s t r i f e and c i v i l warfare, an atmos
phere which,: more than anything e l s e , was to determine the 
p o l i t i c a l views from which he never wavered. Before h i s 
eyes were unfolded the S o c i a l War, and the death grapple 
between the popular party of Marius and Ginna and the a r i s 
t o c r a t i c party of S u l l a . This p e r i o d , roughly about t e n 
years, when Cicero was between f i f t e e n and t w e n t y - f i v e , i s 
of profound s i g n i f i c a n c e i n Cicero's l i f e . He saw the merci
l e s s slaughter of thousands of h i s f e l l o w c i t i z e n s ; the 
tyrannies of the generals, Marius, S u l l a , and Cinna; the 
p r o s c r i p t i o n s f o l l o w i n g t h e i r v i c t o r i e s ; and the r u t h l e s s 
and f e r o c i o u s murder of many of the most eminent men of 
Rome. Marcus Antonius, S u l p i c i u s Rufus, Catulus, G-aius 
J u l i u s , and Q. Mucius Scaevola a l l perished along w i t h thou
sands more. One of Cicero's own kinsmen, Marius Grati&ianus, 
was c r u e l l y put to death at the hands of 1. Sergius C a t i l i n a , 
because of S u l l a ' s hatred f o r a l l who were connected w i t h 
Marius. Such scenes as these could not but leave a l a s t i n g 
impression upon the mind of the young man. In these years 
was formed a hatred of war and a love of peace which were 
to be c o n t r o l l i n g forces i n h i s l i f e ever a f t e r . When t h i s 
i s borne i n mind we can understand f a r b e t t e r h i s future 
p o l i c y , which has been c a l l e d wavering and i n c o n s i s t e n t . 
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Ye.t through the v/hole "one i n c r e a s i n g purpose runs," the 
purpose of p r e s e r v i n g peace and. upholding the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
of Some. He had seen the clanger of the precedent that had 
"been set, the danger of the v i c t o r i o u s general backed by a 
strong and w e l l - t r a i n e d army, and he made i t h i s duty to 
win to the sta.te any men who might be considered a t h r e a t 
to that peace. Pompey, Caesar, Antony, and Octavius, he 
t r i e d to win to the side ,of the c o n s t i t u t i o n , and to accom
p l i s h t h i s he was w i l l i n g to make whatever s a c r i f i c e s were 
necessary, no matter what personal h u m i l i a t i o n and defeat 
they i n v o l v e d . In w r i t i n g to A t t i c u s about the approaching 
C i v i l War between Pompey and ^aesar,'be says, "As f o r me, 
I cease not to advocate peace. I t may be on unjust terms, 
but even so i t i s more expedient than the j u s t e s t of c i v i l 
w a r s ; " ( a n d s i x years l a t e r i n h i s second. P h i l i p p i c , " I 
consider that peace at any p r i c e w i t h our f e l l o w c i t i z e n s 
i s p r e f e r a b l e to c i v i l war." ' 

Under Marius, Cicero had beheld a democratic govern
ment, and under S u l l a , an a r i s t o c r a t i c government, and he 
was convinced of the f a i l u r e of both and the need of a 
change i f the state were to be safe from tyranny. He looked 
back to the g l o r i o u s days of Rome, when a l l had worked 
together f o r the good of the Republic, and he r e s o l v e d to 

(1) Ad A t t . &,14. A l l t r a n s l a t i o n s , unless other
wise s t a t e d , are those of E. 0. Winstedt, " L e t t e r s 
to A t t i c u s . " (The Loeb C l a s s i c a l L i b r a r y ) 

(2) P h i l . I I , 15. Taylor, P.563 



_4-

devote h i s l i f e to the r e b u i l d i n g of the o l d Republic and 
the strengthening of i t by u n i t i n g the.better elements of 
a l l ranks i n t o one strong governing body. This "concordia 
ordinum" was no sudden i n s p i r a t i o n , no over-night dream, 
but one of slow growth which g r a d u a l l y evolved i n these 
years of s t r e s s . 

With t h i s i d e a l i n mind he set out upon h i s career. 
His f i r s t p u b l i c case was the defense of Sextus Roscius of 
Ameri.a i n 80 B.C. This case i s one of the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
i n h i s l i f e , f o r here f o r the f i r s t time he c l e a r l y i n d i 
cates the trend of h i s future p o l i t i c a l l i f e . Those who 
accuse Cicero of cowardice must of n e c e s s i t y overlook t h i s 
episode i n h i s l i f e . At a time when a l l the great advocates 
of Rome were cowed by the fea r of S u l l a , Cicero alone dared 
to r a i s e h i s voi c e against the c r u e l p r o s c r i p t i o n s , the con
f i s c a t i o n of property, and to make an, open a t t a c k on the 
D i c t a t o r ' s f a v o u r i t e , Chrysogonus, and consequently S u l l a 
h i m s e l f . "This government has of l a t e l o s t not only the 
q u a l i t y of pardoning but the h a b i t s of j u s t i c e " ^ "^--and t h i s , 
i t must be remembered, was proclaimed i n the presence of 
S u l l a , Surely not the utterance of a coward I Ir:But now that 
I have been engaged i n the cause, by heaven'. should I be 
encompassed w i t h every shape of death and danger, y e t w i l l 
I do my duty i n supporting and succouring my c l i e n t . I 

am 

(1) Pro Se x t i o Roscio Amerino, 1. W i l l i a m Guthrie 
"Orations of Cicero," p.2 
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r e s o l v e d , I am determined, not only to speak whatever I 
think can serve him, "but to speak i t w i t h z e a l , w i t h "boldness, 
and w i t h freedom; f o r no motive can "be so powerful as to make 
my f e a r s get the b e t t e r of my h o n o u r . " ^ This h a t r e d of 
tyranny and f e a r l e s s n e s s he h e l d a l l h i s l i f e , even i n the 
face of death. There i s a wonderful p a r a l l e l between t h i s 
e a r l y t r i a l and h i s l a s t great e f f o r t , the denunciation of 
the tyranny of Antony, a denunciation which he p e r s i s t e d i n 
even when he knew i t meant death. " I n my youth I defended 
my country; i n my o l d age I w i l l not abandon her. The sword 

(2) 

of C a t i l i n e I despised; and never w i l l I q u a i l before yours." 
Cicero's defense of Roscius was a work of genius. With 

great s k i l l , great t a c t , he was able to a t t a c k the p r o s c r i p 
t i o n s and S u l l a ' s agents, and to exonerate S u l l a from a l l 
knowledge of the abuses of the p r o s c r i p t i o n , i n such a way 
that S u l l a could not question the t r u t h of Cicero's s t a t e 
ments without confirming the s u s p i c i o n of h i s own g u i l t . 

The young orator was f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d ; h i s a b i l i t y 
had been put to the t e s t and not found wanting. He had 
shown h i s hand and revealed the d i r e c t i o n of h i s p o l i t i c a l 
l e a n i ngs. The f i r s t step had been taken, and he was now on 
the t h r e s h o l d of h i s career. 

(1) Pro Sextio Roscio Amerino, I . W i l l i a m G u t h r i e , p. 11 8 

(2) I I P h i l . 46. "Orations of C i c e r o . " 2F. W. l o r r i s 
t r a n s l a t e d by W i l l i a m Guthrie, p.302 ' 
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GIGERO'S ATTITUDE TO THE TRIUMVIRATE 

Chapter 3. 

CICERO, POMPEY, CRASSU5, AND CAESAR TO 63 B . C . 

I n 71 B . C . Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus r e t u r n e d to I t a l y , 

a man who was d e s t i n e d , more than any l i v i n g b e i n g , save 

p o s s i b l y Caesar , to i n f l u e n c e the course of C i c e r o ' s l i f e . 

A l r e a d y Pompey had reached a p o s i t i o n of eminence i n the 

minds of the Roman p e o p l e . He had e x t i n g u i s h e d the M a r i a n 

p a r t y i n S i c i l y and A f r i c a , had been h a i l e d by S u l l a as 

"Pompey the G r e a t , " and accorded a t r i u m p h , and now a f t e r 

suppress ing S e r t o r i u s ' i n s u r r e c t i o n i n S p a i n and d e f e a t i n g 

'the remnants of Spar tacus ' f o r c e , he r e t u r n e d to I t a l y , to 

demand a t r iumph and the r i g h t to overstep a l l the minor 

m a g i s t r a c i e s and-be a ©LamdLidate f o r tftte c o n s u l s h i p f o r 70 B . C . 

I n i t s j e a l o u s y the Senate r e f u s e d and l o s t i t s o p p o r t u n i t y 

of b i n d i n g Pompey to i t s e l f . The other f o r c e s i n the s t a t e 

took advantage of the Senate ' s o b s t i n a c y and i n v i t e d Pompey 

to put h i m s e l f at t h e i r head. He and Marcus L i c i n i u s C r a s s u s , 

though j e a l o u s and d i s t r u s t f u l of each o t h e r , y e t r e a l i z i n g 

that n e i t h e r c o u l d hope to make any headway aga ins t the 

Senate w i t h o u t the a i d of the o t h e r , drew together f o r t h e i r 



common: interests and marched, their armies to the ; gates of 
•Rome••'and-forced the Senate 'to agree to thei r demands. By 
promising to restore the control of the jury courts to the 
Knights, and the o f f i c e of the Tribunate In i t s former pres
tige to the Democrats, Pompey and Crassus secured the support 
of both orders for their'consulship. These events were 
closely watched by a young man, G-aius J u l i u s Gaesar, who 
was rapidly coming to the fore as a leader of the Democra
t i c party. 

As soon as they entered o f f i c e i n 70 B.C., they began 
their assault on the Sullan c o n s t i t u t i o n . Cicero naturally 
followed the' Eequestrian order- and accepted Pompey as his 
p o l i t i c a l i l e a d e r . In this' year a bond was forged between 
the two which endured throughout their l i v e s . Cicero hear
t i l y supported Pompey and the Equestrian order i n th e i r 
demands for a reorganization of the jury courts, which, under 
,the. conti'ol of the Senate, had become merely a farce. A 
governor would go out to a province with the assurance that 
he'could commit-the most atrocious acts of plunder, and by 
bribery free himself from any charges that might be made 
against him. Pompey had also promised i n his f i r s t speech 
as consul-elect that he would do his best to remedy the 
conditions of pr o v i n c i a l government, and to protect the 
provinces from a Dolabella or a Verres. 

Cicero himself greatly, aided the movement by: his im
peachment of Verres and. the publication of his. orations. 



A rather eurious p a r a l l e l i s found, between t h i s t r i a l and. 
.the impeachment of Warren Hastings by Edmund Burke, a man 
whov h i m s e l f was, I n many res p e c t s , comparable to C i c e r o . 
By t h i s t r i a l C icero became the foremost advocate i n Rome 
and the most courted. He had reached another t u r n i n g - p o i n t 
i n h i s l i f e . Then, as i n our own day, success at the bar 
opened the way t o f u r t h e r honour. P l u t a r c h t e l l s us that 
"there, were, not .fewer d a i l y appearing at h i s door.:, to do 
court';to "him than there, were that came to Crassus f o r h i s 
r i c h e s , -or to Pompey for: h i s power amongst the s o l d i e r s , 

;these -being, at that time, the two men of the g r e a t e s t repute 
and,influence' i n Rome,. Hay, even Pompey; himself used to pay 
court to Cice-ro, and Cicero's p u b l i c a c t i o n s d i d much to 
e s t a b l i s h ^Pompey's; a u t h o r i t y and r e p u t a t i o n i n the s t a t e . "^"^ 

Whether or not Caesar was a c t i v e i n the d e s t r u c t i o n of 
the S u l l a n c o n s t i t u t i o n , he at l e a s t approved of I t . 

Meanwhile events were shaping which were to draw Pompey 
and Cicero s t i l l more c l o s e l y together. The.pirates,who 
Infested the sea-coast of the Mediterranean-had grown $'©.. 
•strong that the seas were no longer safe, commerce was im
peded, the corn- supply was cut o f f , the l i v e s of Soman 
magistrates were i n danger, and even the port of O s t i a had 
been attacked and Roman ships burnt. The prospect of a 
famine'•• soon brought matters to a c r i s i s . In 67 B.C. a 
t r i b u n e , Aulus Gabihius, i n the Assembly of the plebs, 

(1) P l u t . C i c . 8. A. H. CIough,. "Plutarch's Lives.V p.231 
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proposed that one man of consular rank should be i n v e s t e d 
w i t h supreme command over the whole Mediterranean and the 
sea-coast f o r f i f t y m i les i n l a n d . The resources of the 
treasury and army and navy were to be placed at h i s command 
and h i s power was to l a s t f o r three years. The name of Pom
pey was not mentioned i n the proposal, and yet everyone knew 
that he was meant, even though Pompey, beginning h i s p o l i c y 
of d i s s i m u l a t i o n , r e s o l u t e l y a f f e c t e d i n d i f f e r e n c e to the 
commission and begged to. be allowed to r e t i r e to p r i v a t e 
l i f e . The grant of such an e x o r b i t a n t power to one man was 
v i g o r o u s l y ©ppose-d by the Senate, both Catulus and Horten-
s i u s speaking against i t . They feared a r e t u r n of the d i c 
t a t o r i a l power of Marius and S u l l a . However, the E q u i t e s , 
who had s u f f e r e d .great f i n a n c i a l l o s s e s as a r e s u l t of the 
checks imposed by the p i r a t e s on business, and the populace, 
f e a r i n g a famine, supported and c a r r i e d the b i l l . 

C i cero a l s o was f o r i t . To him i t seemed a disgrace 
that the p i r a t e s could s u c c e s s f u l l y perturb and. annoy the 
might of Rome, could'check i t s commerce, and a f f r o n t i t s 
c i t i z e n s , Caesar, seeing that the e l e c t o r a t e was behind i t , 
decided to support i t . "Caesar spoke i n favour of i t , 
though indeed he cared very l i t t l e f o r Pompeius, but from 
the beginning i t was h i s p l a n to i n s i n u a t e himself i n t o the . 
popular favour and to g a i n over the people,"^"^ 

(1) P l u t . Pompey, 25. "Plutarch's L i v e s , " A. Stewart 
and G. Long, V o l . I l l , p.224 
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By another Lex G-abinia, Lucullus, the commander in the 
East against Mithridates, was replaced. It i s reasonable 
to i n f e r that this was the f i r s t step in a design to trans
fer the command in the East to Pompey, for no sooner had 
Hani 1 ins, one of the new tribunes, entered, office for 66 B.C 
than he proposed that Pompey, who had so effectively con
quered the pirates, should be charged with the conquest of 
Mithridates, who for twenty years had baffled the greatest 
generals of Rome, He was to be given powers as supreme as 
any of the emperors ever enjoyed, and he would now have in 
his own:hands sufficient power to overthrow the state i f 
he so desired. The nobles, never gauging Pompey1s character, 
were alarmed and opposed the b i l l . The interests of the 
tax-farmers, the Equites, were greatly affected by the con
stant warfare in the East, and, seeing in Pompey the hope of 
re l i e f , they begged Cicero to support the proposal, of Mani-
li u s . Cicero, now praetor, mounted the rostra and delivered 
his f i r s t oration to the Roman people. His plea was a l l the 
more effective because he spoke from his own earnest con
victions. He saw the glory of the Roman people at stake, the 
safety of Rome's friends, and a l l i e s threatened, and the 
revenues greatly lessened. On the other hand he saw a great 
general by whom " C i v i l War, Transalpine War, Spanish War, 
promiscuous war of the most warlike c i t i e s and nations, 
servile war, naval war, every variety and diversity of wars 
and enemies, had not only been encountered, but encountered 
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v i c t o r i o u s l y . " Pompey's character was unquestionable; he 
had never at any time shown himself to be grasping a f t e r 
power or greedy f o r wealth; and i n h i s conduct towards the 
conquered he had been most l e n i e n t . He had a l l the q u a l i t i e s 
of a great g e n e r a l . Then, too, Pompey, at the moment, was 
i n the neighbourhood of M i t h r i d a t e s ' t e r r i t o r i e s w i t h a 
v i c t o r i o u s army. Every argument, every word Cicero u t t e r e d 
was i r r e f u t a b l e . At t h i s stage Pompey had shown no weak
nesses. He was the greatest general of the time, and Cicero 
f e l t that he was necessary, and that he alone was capable 
of b r i n g i n g the war to a s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n . A l l recog
n i z e d the greatness of Pompey's achievements; and no r i v a l 
had yet appeared to overshadow him. 

To those who accused Cicero c f seeking to curry favour 
w i t h the foremost man of Rome, he r e p l i e d : "And I c a l l a l l 
the gods to witness, and e s p e c i a l l y those who preside over 
t h i s place and temple, who see i n t o , the minds of a l l those 
who apply themselves to a f f a i r s of s t a t e , that I am not 
doing t h i s at the request of anyone, nor because I t h i n k to 
c o n c i l i a t e the favour of Gnaeus Pompeius by taking t h i s 
s i d e , nor i n order, through the greatness of anyone e l s e , 
to seek f o r myself p r o t e c t i o n against dangers, or aids i n 
the acquirement of honours; because, as f o r dangers, I s h a l l 
e a s i l y r e p e l them, as a man ought to do, protected by my 

(1) Pro Lege M a n i l l a , 10. "The World's Great C l a s s i c s , " 
0. D. Yonge, p.134 



own InnoeerLce; and as f o r honours, I s h a l l not g a i n them by 
the favour ,of any men, nor by anything that happens i n t h i s 
place, but by the same l a b o r i o u s course o f ' l i f e which I 
have h i t h e r t o a d o p t e d , i f your favorable i n c l i n a t i o n a s s i s t s 
me. Wherefore, whatever Vhave undertaken i n t h i s cause, 
0:Romans, I assure you that I have undertaken wholly f o r 
the-sake of the Republic; and I am so f a r from t h i n k i n g 
that I have'gained by i t the favour :of any i n f l u e n t i a l man, 
that I know% oh the other hand, that I have brought on my
s e l f many enmities, some s e c r e t , some undisguised,'which 
I heed, never have Inc u r r e d ; and which yet w i l l hot-.be i n 
j u r i o u s to you. B u t I havere£olve& t h a t t I , i nvested w i t h 
&y; •pressaart honours, and loaded w i t h so many kindnesses from 
you, should p r e f e r your i n c l i n a t i o n , and the d i g n i t y of the 
Republic, and the safety of our provinces and a l l i e s to the 
considerations, of my own p r i v a t e i n t e r e s t . 

Caesar a l s o supported the law; but from e n t i r e l y d i f 
f e r e n t motives. He had no great love f o r Pompey, but he saw 
that,, while p l e a s i n g the people by p.pholding. Pompey,'s i n t e 
r e s t s , he was adding to the i l l - w i l l already f e l t by many 
f o r Pompey, Then, too, he must have f e l t that I t could do 
himself ho harm to make the precedent f a m i l i a r ; i t might 
serve him va l u a b l y in, the f u t u r e . Por however necessary 
supreme command was, yet the very r e c o g n i t i o n of i t could 

(1) Pro Lege M a n i l l a , 24. "The World-Is Great C l a s s i c s , " 
.0... D. Yonge, P.150 
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serve as a dangerous example to ambitious generals. Each 
time such a concession i s made, i t becomes e a s i e r to grant 

(1) 
i t a second and a t h i r d time, u n t i l "blunted w i t h community," 
i t becomes the n a t u r a l t h i n g . S u l l a and Marius had i n t r o 
duced the new statesman, the m i l i t a r y c h i e f at the head of 
a strong and devoted army, and now Pompey, only a few years 
l a t e r , was adding to the f a m i l i a r i t y of the procedure. 

With Pompey 1s departure, a f f a i r s at Rome were l e f t i n 
the hands of others f o r the next f i v e years; and yet the 
shadow of Pompey hovered over everyone; h i s presence was 
never quite f o r g o t t e n , and a l l moves that were made were 
made w i t h the r e a l i z a t i o n that w i t h Pompey l a y the f i n a l say, 
regardless of the w i l l of others. The reports of h i s nume
rous conquests served to hold a l o f t h i s p r e s t i g e , and the 
prospect of h i s - r e t u r n at the head of a v i c t o r i o u s army kept 
men i n a s t a t e of anxiety and eagerness to do nothing to 
offend one who ©Quid fte a second S u l l a i f he w i l l e d . 

.With Pompey out of the way, Caesar began to assume a 
more prominent p o s i t i o n . He was r a p i d l y coming to the fo r e 
as a leader of the Democratic party. In h i s ambitions he 
found a ready a l l y i n Crassus, Pompey's former colleague. 
There was no one i n Rome more envious of Pompey than Crassus, 
and nothing would please him more than to humble h i s power
f u l opponent. By 66 B.C. there i s evidence that the two 
had drawn c l o s e l y together, f o r i t i s c l e a r that Crassus 

( 1 ) Henry IV, P t . I; Act I I I , Scene I I , l i n e 77 
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m u s t have f i n a n c e d Caesar's c a n d i d a c y f o r the a e d i l e s h i p . 

R e a l i z i n g Pompey' s-tremendous power, Caesar and Crassus,, ,and 

the-,Democratic p a r t y began to s t r e n g t h e n themselves and. t o 

b u i l d up an e f f e c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n w i t h w h i c h t o c o n f r o n t Pom

pey on h i s r e t u r n . 

The c o n s u l s , P. A u t r o n i u s P a e t u s and P. C o r n e l i u s S u l l a , 

were no- sooner e l e c t e d i n the summer of 66 B.C. t h a n t h e y 

were accused of b r i b e r y , and L . M a n l i u s Torquatus and E . 

A u r e l i u s G o t t a r e p l a c e d them. C a t i l i n e , j u s t returned, from 

A f r i c a , had i n t e n d e d ito s t a n d f o r the c o n s u l s h i p , but had 

been accused of e x t o r t i o n and n o t p e r m i t t e d t o r u n . The 

deposed c o n s u l s were i n d e s p e r a t e s t r a i t s and e n t e r e d i n t o 

a c o n s p i r a c y to murder the new c o n s u l s and r e c o v e r the con

s u l s h i p s , but the p l o t became known and f a i l e d . There i s 

much c o n f u s i o n over the d e t a i l s o f the c o n s p i r a c y , i t s sup

p o r t e r s , and aims. Dio C a s s i u s and S u e t o n i u s a s s e r t e d t h a t 

A u t r o n i u s and S u l l a were to have been r e e s t a b l i s h e d as con

s u l s , but 'Sal l u s t m a i n t a i n e d t h a t A u t r o n i u s and C a t i l i n e 

were to have been the new c o n s u l s . On one p o i n t , however, 

a l l agree; Caesar and Cra s s u s were a t the back of i t . As 

the next move, G-n. C a l p u r n i u s P i s o was sen t to Spain, t o 

g a t h e r the remnants o f the M a r i a n p a r t y t h e r e , and t o e s t a b 

l i s h a s t r o n g h o l d f o r d e m o c r a t i c c o n t r o l . T h i s l i k e w i s e 

m i s c a r r i e d and P i s o was k i l l e d , e i t h e r by the S p a n i a r d s or 

by Pompey's a d h e r e n t s . I n b o t h attempts to b u i l d up a power 

s u f f i c i e n t t o w i t h s t a n d Pompey, Caesar and Crassus had been 
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checked. 

A n d y e t t h e y were not c o m p l e t e l y u n s u c c e s s f u l . . That 

the anti-Pompe.ian p a r t y w a s . s t r e n g t h e n e d d u r i n g Pompey's, 

absence i s shown by the e l e c t i o n o f C a t u l u s and Cra s s u s t o 

the c e n s o r s h i p . B o t h were opposed t o •Pompey ! s .power, C a t u l u s 

as a R e p u b l i c a n , and C r a s s u s as a r i v a l . . Moreover, G a t u l u s 

w&3[-^&pv:e}8-eht&t%Y;e ;of" the ".'.general o p i n i o n of t h e Senate i n ' ; 

h i s o p p o s i t i o n ,to Pompey's e l e v a t i o n t o such a b s o l u t e power. 

: : In t h i s y e a r (65 B.Oi) Caesar and Crassus.,proposed t o 

e n r o l l Egypt as a :Roman p r o v i n c e , on - the ground t h a t the l a s t 

k i n g , o n * h i s d e a t h i n 81;B.C., had l e f t i t t o the : Roman 

p e o p l e . . . I t m a t t e r s l i t t l e : , w h e t h e r , as P l u t a r c h s a y s , Crassus 

proppsed t h e h i l l > : or, whether. I t was ̂ Caesar i as S u e t o n i u s 

a s s e r t s . ; The i m p o r t a n t p o i n t i s , t h a t , i t ?/as , an o t h e r attempt 

on t h e , p a r t of Caesar and Crassus,-.to s e c u r e a measure of 

poT^er f o r t h e m s e l v e s . By t h i s time Egypt was almost t h e o n l y 

s t r o n g t e r r i t o r y as y,e,t not o c c u p i e d by Pompey.'s f o r c e s , , and 

i t would prove an . e x c e l l e n t base o f : o p e r a t i o n s f o r h i s oppo

n e n t s . There i s no doubt t h a t i t was Caesar who was t o have 

been, sent: out t;.o annex the new p r o v i n c e . But once a g a i n 

Caesar and C r a s s u s were checked, t h i s time by C a t u l u s , and by 

C i c e r o , who n a t u r a l l y .^opposed a l l measures d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t 

Pompey. " I t i s , h i g h l y ; p r o b a b l e t h a t , the now fragmentary: 

speech, "De Rege A l e x a n d r i n o , " was d e l i v e r e d a t t h i s t i m e . 

Having s e c u r e d the p r a e t o r s h l p i n 66 B.C.,. C i c e r o was 

how e l i g i b l e f o r , the c o n s u l s h i p f o r .63 B,C. He was the o n l y 
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one of the seven candidates who was "by b i r t h an Eq u e s t r i a n , 
and though he would n a t u r a l l y have the support of the order, 
y e t r h e recognized from the outset that h i s e l e c t i o n would 
be a d i f f i c u l t and hard-fought b a t t l e . As an orator he 
had many f r i e n d s , and no doubt those of the m u n i c i p a l i t i e s 
who were able would come to support him. But he had to 
f i g h t against t r a d i t i o n , the t r a d i t i o n that the consulship 
belonged to the n o b i l i t y . "A 'novus homo' might, by h i s 
t a l e n t s , r i s e as high as the p r a e t o r s h i p , but the next step 
was extremely d i f f i c u l t . The commons could bestow -the 
other m a g i s t r a c i e s , but the nobles passed the consulship 
from hand to hand w i t h i n t h e i r own order. No 'novus homo' 
was so famous or so i l l u s t r i o u s f o r h i s deeds, that he was 
not considered unworthy of that honour, and. the o f f i c e , so 
to speak, s u l l i e d by such an incumbency. To break i n t o 
t h i s charmed c i r c l e r e q u i r e d e i t h e r some s p e c i a l emergency 
or unusual good f orttine. ^ And Cicero had the "good f o r 
tune" to be a candidate when someone f o r a " s p e c i a l emer
gency" was needed. -

Some months before the e l e c t i o n i t was c l e a r that four 
of the competitors were n e g l i g i b l e . The e l e c t i o n c l e a r l y 
had narrowed down to three candidates, 0-. Antonius, C a t i 
l i n e , and C i c e r o . About t h i s time we f i n d the statement 

(1) S a l l u s t , "Jugurtha," 6B» "Cicero and His Influence, 
J . G. R o l f e , p.24 
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i n a l e t t e r ' of Cicero's to A t t i c u s that he was t h i n k i n g 
of defending C a t i l i n e , with' a view, says W. W. How, "to 

( 2) paving the way to a c o a l i t i o n w i t h him f o r the e l e c t i o n . " 
Cicero's d e t r a c t o r s pounce on t h i s sentence to prove the 
U t t e r shamelessness of Cicero's c h a r a c t e r . Many of Cicero's 
defenders r e t o r t that he i s merely a c t i n g as a lawyer of 
today, and t a k i n g the "bad cases w i t h the good; others, that 
at t h i s time Cicero d i d not know C a t i l i n e ' s r e a l c h a r a c t e r . 
This l a t t e r view has no j u s t i f i c a t i o n whatever. Cicero had 
good reason to remember C a t i l i n e ' s conduct i n the S u l l a n 
p r o s c r i p t i o n s f i f t e e n years before, and h i s b r u t a l treatment 
of Cicero's own kinsman. His career since then had been 
on the same l e v e l , and a l l Rome knew him f o r what he was. 

However, i t i s j u s t p o s s i b l e that Cicero had no i n t e n 
t i o n -of defending C a t i l i n e at t h i s , or any other, time. We 
know from Cicero's own statement, as w e l l as from others, 
that he never_di& defend him, and a l s o that from Cicero's 
own'contemporaries no .suggestion has come, that he d i d . I t 
was only a f t e r the p u b l i c a t i o n of t h i s l e t t e r that we f i n d 
any reference i n the ancient w r i t e r s to the question of 
Cicero's defense o f . C a t i l i n e . What purpose, then, d i d the 
l e t t e r to A t t i c u s serve? For there i s no doubt but that 
Cicero meant something when he wrote t h i s . He was not 

(1) Ad A t t . 1,2 
(2) " C i c e r o - - S e l e c t l e t t e r s , " Notes W. W. How, p.34 
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w r i t i n g merely f o r amusement. No doubt A t t i c u s , on r e c e i v 
ing such a l e t t e r , would be thoroughly alarmed and r e t u r n 
at once to C i c e r o . This i s j u s t what Cicero wanted. Hot 
only t h a t , but Cicero makes i t c l e a r i n the l e t t e r that i t 
i s h i s a r r i v a l he wants. "Tuo adventu nobis opus est 
m a t u r e " A n - a d d i t i o n a l proof to t h i s theory i s to be found 
i n the f a c t that Cicero used t h i s a r t i f i c e to b r i n g A t t i c u s 
home a second time. S i x years l a t e r when Clodius was stand
ing f o r the t r i b u n e s h i p and openly threatening C i c e r o , and 
when i t was to Cicero's i n t e r e s t s that he-should be-defeated, 
he w r i t e s to A t t i c u s : "Let him ( C l o d i u s ) by a l l means be
come t r i b u n e ; of f o r no other reason, to make you r e t u r n 
a l l the sooner from E p i r u s . " ^ 1 ^ 

In an e f f o r t to defeat C i c e r o , Antonius and C a t i l i n e 
u n i t e d t h e i r f o r c e s . There i s no doubt that Caesar and 
Crassus were behind them. Having f a i l e d i n a l l t h e i r e f f o r t s 
to f o r t i f y themselves against Pompey,, and. f e a r i n g h i s r e t u r n 
i n the near f u t u r e , they arranged the j o i n t candidature, 
determined to have a strong and unscrupulous executive under 
t h e i r c o n t r o l f o r 63. There are many proofs of t h i s . Only 
a few months- before the e l e c t i o n , to i n g r a t i a t e h i m s e l f 
w i t h the people and to a f f r o n t the Senate, Caesar had caused 
to be arraigned before him and hadcondemned a l l those, who 
during S u l l a ' s p r o s c r i p t i o n s had k i l l e d a p r o s c r i b e d c i t i 
zen. Yet C a t i l i n e , one of the c r u e l l e s t and most g u i l t y 

(1) Ad A t t . I I , 15,2 
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was not mentioned by Caesar. In order to check Caesar, a 
s i m i l a r charge was brought against C a t i l i n e by the tribune 
L. Lucceius. The t r i a l , however, d i d not. take place, u n t i l 
a month a f t e r the e l e c t i o n . I t has been conjectured that 
Caesar, on some p r e t e x t , had succeeded i n d e l a y i n g the e l e c 
t i o n , so as not to prevent C a t i l i n e ' s candidacy. In the 
end, through Caesar's i n f l u e n c e , he was a c q u i t t e d . This 
Incident proves beyond a doubt Caesar's i n t e r e s t i n C a t i l i n e ; 
and since the t r i a l took place a f t e r the e l e c t i o n , i t seems 
h i g h l y probable that C a t i l i n e would have Caesar's support 
i n the next e l e c t i o n . 

I t i s c e r t a i n that Antonius and C a t i l i n e , both bankrupt 
a r i s t o c r a t s , were financed by Crassus and supported by Cae
sar . Bribery was c a r r i e d on so openly and shamelessly that 
the Senate thought i t necessary to introduce a more r i g o r o u s 
lav; than the Calpurnian. The propose,! reform, however, was 
soon checked by a t r i b u n e , probably a creature of Caesar's 
and Crassus'. Provoked to find, h i m s e l f surrounded by so 
desperate a confederacy, Cicero rose and d e l i v e r e d h i s . speech, 
"In Toga Candida", preserved i n part by Asconius. He as
s a i l e d Antonius and C a t i l i n e without fear and without reserve. 
The e n t i r e records of the two candidates were torn to p i e c e s . 
Much more s i g n i f i c a n t were the passages i n which he pointed 
out that C a t i l i n e and Antonius were not the r e a l heads of 
the movement. The c o n t r o l l i n g f orces were to be found e l s e 
where, and Cicero made t h i s quite c l e a r without even men-
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t i o n i n g Caesar and Crassus by name. The j o i n t candidature 
of C a t i l i n e and Antonius was merely a f u r t h e r move of the 
same type as the p l o t of 66-65 and P i s o ' s m i s s i o n to Spain. 
There was no need to mention names. The House knew w e l l 
who had been responsible f o r these e a r l i e r e f f o r t s . Only 
the n i g h t before, a conference of C a t i l i n e and Antonius and 
t h e i r agents had been held at the home of a man notorious 
f o r e l e c t o r a l c o r r u p t i o n . Asconius i s c e r t a i n that i t was 
e i t h e r Caesar or Crassus. 

The speech was d e l i v e r e d only a few-days before the 
e l e c t i o n . A l l c l a s s e s were now thoroughly alarmed. With 
the support of the nobles and the Equites and common people, 
Cicero c a r r i e d the e l e c t i o n i n a l l t h i r t y - f i v e t r i b e s . "He 
was p r e f e r r e d to the consulship no l e s s by the nobles than 
the'common people, f o r the good of the e i t y . " ^ 1 ^ 

(1) P l u t . C i c . 10. "Plutarch's L i v e s , " A. H. Clough, 
p.233 
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Chapter I I 

CICERO'S CONSULSHIP, 63 B.C. 

Cicero had now a t t a i n e d the highest o f f i c e i n the Roman 
s t a t e . Neither a r i s t o c r a t i c b i r t h nor e l e c t o r a l c o r r u p t i o n 
had aided him. H i s own merit and character alone had e l e - . 
vated him to the summit of every Roman's ambition. "He was 
a man who owed h i s e l e v a t i o n wholly to h i m s e l f , who had 
ennobled h i s lowly b i r t h , who was as d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n h i s 
l i f e as he was great i n genius, and who saved us from being 
vanquished i n i n t e l l e c t u a l accomplishments by those whom 

61) -we had vanquished i n arms,"" 
Cicero entered on h i s consulship at a time when Rome 

was t o r n with i n t e r n a l s t r i f e and anxiety. Never before i n 
her h i s t o r y had she stood i n greater need of a strong and 
able consul. The new tribunes were b r i n g i n g forward r a d i 
c a l a g r a r i a n measures to s t i r up the people and to l e s s e n 
pompey's i n f l u e n c e ; they were attempting to r e v i s e the laws 
f o r b r i b e r y , hoping thus to avert the r u i n of S u l l a and 
Autronius; they wished to r e s t o r e the sons of the p r o s c r i b e d , 

(1) V e l l e i u s P a t e r c u l u s , " H i s t o r y of Rome," Bk. I I , 
T1LIY. F. W. S h i p l e y , p.125 
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and to cancel a l l debts; so t h a t , as Cicero declared i n h i s 
f i r s t speech as consul, "the Republic was d e l i v e r e d i n t o h i s 
hands f u l l of t e r r o r s and alarms; d i s t r a c t e d by p e s t i l e n t 
laws and s e d i t i o u s harangues; endangered, not by f o r e i g n wars, 
but i n t e s t i n e e v i l s , and the t r a i t o r o u s designs of p r o f l i g a t e 
c i t i z e n s ; and that there was no mischief i n c i d e n t to a state 
which the honest had not cause to apprehend, the wicked to 
expect. " ^ 

Cicero's f i r s t e f f o r t a f t e r h i s e l e c t i o n was to secure 
the support of h i s colleague Antonius, by g i v i n g up to him 
the wealthy province of Macedonia. Caesar and Crassus had 
been more fortunate i n the t r i b u n i c i a n e l e c t i o n s , for the 
maj o r i t y of the s u c c e s s f u l candidates were e i t h e r under t h e i r 
d i r e c t i o n , or at l e a s t amenable to t h e i r wishes. The new 
tri b u n e s began t h e i r year of o f f i c e on December 10, 64 B.C., 
and one of them, P. S e r v i l i u s R u l l u s , at once proposed an 
ag r a r i a n b i l l . The professed object of the b i l l was to pro
vide f o r the founding of c o l o n i e s i n I t a l y , by which the 
pauper population was to be drained away from the crowded 
C a p i t a l and s e t t l e d on small farms.. But where was the land 
to be found? C e r t a i n l y not i n I t a l y . The only way to secure 
land f o r d i s t r i b u t i o n was by purchase and t h i s n e c e s s i t a t e d 
a large sum of money. On the surface the plan might sound 
'well. I t i s only when we come to the methods of r a i s i n g the 
money that we come upon the r e a l purpose of the b i l l . I t 

(1) De lege Agrar. contra R u l l . , I , 8,9: 2,3. 
Middleton, p.130 
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provided f o r the sale or t a x a t i o n of a l l s tate property 
acquired since 88. This, of course, i n c l u d e d a l l the recent 
conquests of Pompey i n the l a s t , amonjj them the wealthy pro
vinces of B i t h y n i a , Pontus, G i l i c i a , and Syria". Though no 
mention was made of Egypt, yet the clauses were so worded 
that i t could be d e a l t w i t h as the proposers of the b i l l 
wished. The e n t i r e c o l l e c t i o n and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the law 
was to be entrusted to a commission of ten, who were to have 
the imperium of pro-praetors and to hold o f f i c e f o r f i v e 
years. The clause r e q u i r i n g candidates, to appear .in person 
assured the exclusion' of Pompey;. Had the b i l l c a r r i e d , 
Caesar and Crassus, who would, of course, have been among 
the ten, would have had under t h e i r c o n t r o l an immense f o r 
tune, and t h i s time they could have made themselves masters 
of Egypt, which they had f a i l e d to do i n 65. 

Cicero at once recognized' i t f o r what i t was, an attack 
on Pompey and an e f f o r t on the part of Caesar and Crassus 
to secure c o n t r o l of Egypt. On January 1 , 63, the f i r s t day 
of h i s consulship, he rose and d e l i v e r e d a f i e r c e attack on 
the b i l l , and a glowing eulogy of Pompey's achievements i n 
the East. "Then there i s A l e x a n d r i a and the whole of Egypt; 
how s e c r e t l y i t i s smuggled i n , how a l l mention of i t i s 
avoided, how cunningly i t i s handed over t.b the decemvirs, 
the ten kings."^"^ "And can you doubt that c e r t a i n persons 
are seeking f o r domination and- supremacy over the whole 

(1) Contra Rullum, I I , 15,38 et seq. Strachan-
Davidson, p.101 



-24-

• State, when you see that they keep out that man who, as they 
very p l a i n l y perceive, w i l l "be the defender of your l i b e r -
"feists • ^ 

Cicero had no sooner brought to the a t t e n t i o n of the 
people the f u l l import of the b i l l than they were ready to 
r e s i s t i t and the proposal was withdrawn. Once again Caesar's 
plans were f r u s t r a t e d . Another tribune proposed to res t o r e 
f u l l . p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s to the c h i l d r e n of the p r o s c r i b e d . 
Cicero opposed the b i l l , not because he thought i t was not 
j u s t , but because he f e l t that i t was i l l - t i m e d and dangerous 
to r a i s e the question j u s t now. 

Soon afterwards Labienus, a tribune and an agent of 
Caesar's, brought a charge of murder against an o l d man, 
Gaius R a b i r i u s , f o r an act committed t h i r t y - s e v e n years ago. 
Strangely enough, Caesar and h i s kinsman Lucius Caesar were t 

the judges. By t h e i r v e r d i c t R a b i r i u s was judged g u i l t y and 
'sentenced to death. Cicero spoke on R a b i r i u s ' behalf on the 
occasion of h i s appeal to the Assembly of the people, but 
before the t r i a l could be concluded, the Assembly was d i s 
solved by the ancient device of s t r i k i n g the red f l a g on the 
Janiculum. R a b i r i u s himself was too obscure to warrant.an 
attack on h i s l i f e . The r e a l motive was to attack the 
Senate's r i g h t to arm the c i t y i n time of tumult by passing 
the "Senatus Consultum Ultimum." This decree gave the 
Senate's sanction to any a c t i o n , however, v i o l e n t , taken by 

• ( l j Contra Rullum, I I , 10,25. Strachan-Davidson, p.103 
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• "by the magistrates; and. the Democratic party had always 
questioned the Senate's l e g a l r i g h t to condemn and put to 
death those whom i t considered t r a i t o r s . 

The fortunes of Caesar, at t h i s moment, were at a low 
ebb. He had been thwarted at every t u r n , C i c e r o , backed 
by the Senate.and Knights, had proved strong enough to c a r r y 
the day, and would continue tor do-so .for the r e s t of the 
year, Pompey was on the point of r e t u r n i n g i n triumph from 
the East, In h i s e f f o r t s to i n g r a t i a t e himself w i t h the 
people Caesar had l a v i s h e d everything he could borrow, and 
now h i s debts were enormous. 

The death of o l d Q. M e t e l l u s P i u s l e f t the o f f i c e of 
P o n t i f e x Maximus vacant. The p o s i t i o n was an important and 
h i g h l y honoured one, and Caesar at once determined -to secure 
i t f o r h i m s e l f . 7/ith the a i d of h i s tribune Labienus he 
repealed S u l l a ' s law, which had placed the e l e c t i o n i n the 
hands of the c o l l e g e , and r e s t o r e d the c o n t r o l of the e l e c 
t i o n to the people, where h i s st r e n g t h l a y . He was trium
phantly returned over even the venerable Catulus. Caesar 
had staked everything on the e l e c t i o n . In h i s canvass he 
had added t o . h i s already overwhelming debts, and as he l e f t 
h i s house on the morning of the e l e c t i o n he s a i d , "My mother, 
today you w i l l see me e i t h e r High P r i e s t or an e x i l e . " ^ 1 ^ 

Meanwhile the time f o r the e l e c t i o n s f o r the year 62 
was drawing n i g h . There were four candidates, D. Junius 

(1) P l u t . Caes. 7. "Plutarch's L i v e s , " A. H. Clough, 
p.279 
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S i l a n u s , 1. L i c i n i u s Murena, S e r v i u s S u l p i c i u s , and l a s t l y 

C a t i l i n e . C a t i l i n e had det e r m i n e d to r u n a g a i n , and was now 

p r e p a r i n g f o r the c o n s u l s h i p w i t h such open b r i b e r y t h a t 

C i c e r o was f o r c e d t o propose a new and eyen more severe law 

a g a i n s t i t . C a t i l i n e knew t h a t the law was d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t 

h i m s e l f , and t h i s r e b u f f added t o h i s h a t r e d f o r C i c e r o . 

S e e i n g so many of the f o r c e s o f t h e - s t a t e d etermined to p r e 

v e n t h i s e l e c t i o n , he became alarmed and began t o a c t r a s h l y . 

When Cato t h r e a t e n e d him i n the Senate and d e c l a r e d t h a t he 

s h o u l d be brought tef j u s t i c e , he answered, " t h a t i f any 

flame s h o u l d be e x c i t e d i n h i s f o r t u n e s , he would e x t i n g u i s h 

i t , not w i t h water, but w i t h r u i n . " B o t h Dio and P l u t a r c h 

a s s e r t t h a t he i n t e n d e d to over-awe the Assembly by f o r c e , 
( 2) 

and formed a d e s i g n t o k i l l C i c e r o on the e l e c t i o n day.. 

I n some way C i c e r o got an i n k l i n g o f h i s i n t e n t i o n , and sus

p e c t i n g t r o u b l e from one i n C a t i l i n e ' s abandoned and despe

r a t e c o n d i t i o n had the e l e c t i o n postponed f o r a few days. 

When C i c e r o c a l l e d upon him i n the Senate to account f o r h i s 

conduct, he was t o l d , " t h a t the s t a t e had two b o d i e s , one 

s i c k l y , - w i t h a weak head, the o t h e r sound, but w i t h o u t any 

head a t a l l ; and t h a t the l a t t e r , w h i l e he was a l i v e , s h o u l d 

not be w i t h o u t a head s i n c e he was so much o b l i g e d t o t h a t 

b o d y . " ^ ) The Senate was alarmed, i f not e n t i r e l y c o n v i n c e d 

(1) P r o Murena, 25. F. W. H o r r i s , " O r a t i o n s o f C i c e r o , " 
T r a n s l a t e d by W i l l i a m G u t h r i e , p.155 

(2) Dio I , - 37,43; P l u t . C i c . 14 
(3) P r o Murena, 25. G u t h r i e , p.154 
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o f the clanger o f C a t i l i n e ' s d e s i g n s ; and i n the e l e c t i o n 

C a t i l i n e was d e f e a t e d and S i l a n t i s and Murena e l e c t e d . 

T h i s second d e f e a t ended C a t i l i n e ' s hopes o f a t t a i n i n g 

power hy c o n s t i t u t i o n a l methods. He had made many r a s h 

promises t o h i s s u p p o r t e r s , g u a r a n t e e i n g t o e a n o e l a l l d e b t s , 

to make a g e n e r a l a t t a c k on p r o p e r t y and w e a l t h , and to over

throw the p r e s e n t o r d e r o f t h i n g s ; and now, w i t h the r u i n e d 

men o f a l l c l a s s e s i n Rome g a t h e r e d around him, he had no 

a l t e r n a t i v e but t o c a r r y out h i s promises by o t h e r means. 

I n d e s p e r a t i o n he made h i s p l a n s and the r e a l G a t i l i n a r i a n 

C o n s p i r a c y was s e t on f o o t . 

H i s p l a n s a t t h i s time d i d n o t seem so f u t i l e . He had 

a l a r g e b a c k i n g b e h i n d him; o l d s o l d i e r s o f S u l l a who had 

f a l l e n h e a v i l y i n t o debt and were eager f o r another d i c t a t o r 

s h i p and p r o s c r i p t i o n ; the pauper p o p x i l a t i o n , . and i n f a c t a l l 
T 

those who were i n debt and would welcome any r e v o l u t i o n ; and 

the l a r g e c l a s s of c r i m i n a l and d i s g r a c e d men, i n c l u d i n g 

s e v e r a l S e n a t o r s . C a t i l i n e ' s d i s s o l u t e and c o r r u p t r a k e s 

c o u l d be counted on; the o n l y f o r m i d a b l e army was i n the E a s t 

w i t h Pompey; and h i s f r i e n d A n t o n i u s was one o f the c o n s u l s . 

The d i e c a s t , he sent h i s o f f i c e r M a n l i u s t o E t r u r i a t o 

r e c r u i t and equip an army, and he h i m s e l f s e t out t o i n c r e a s e ' 

h i s s t r e n g t h i n Rome. 

The d e t a i l s o f the c o n s p i r a c y need n ot c o n c e r n us he r e . 

What i s o f importance i s the p o s i t i o n o f Caesar and Crassus 

i n the c o n s p i r a c y , and C i c e r o ' s a t t i t u d e towards them. There 
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i s every reason to bel i e v e that Caesar and Crassus supported 
C a t i l i n e i n h i s candidature, perhaps not as a c t i v e l y as 
before, when there was a f a r greater menace i n the person 
of Ci c e r o , but at l e a s t C a t i l i n e had t h e i r g o o d - w i l l . The 
f a c t that they d i d not oppose Cicero's law f o r b r i b e r y as 
v i g o r o u s l y as t h e y had the law of the previous year i s an 
i n d i c a t i o n that they were a l i t t l e l e s s a c t i v e on h i s behalf. 
And yet i t may be counted on that Caesar and Crassus would 
not allow C a t i l i n e to be drawn too f a r from them. They were 
not the men to be h o s t i l e to someone who had a f a i r prospect 
of e l e c t i o n . In the event of C a t i l i n e ' s e l e c t i o n he would 
be very u s e f u l to them, and they t r u s t e d that they would be 
able to c o n t r o l him and to persuade him to give up any of 
h i s rash promises of which the wealthy Crassus, at l e a s t , 
would be c e r t a i n to disapprove. With a wealthy province i n 
prosp'ect C a t i l i n e would be much more amenable to suggestion. 

But a f t e r C a t i l i n e ' s defeat, when h i s p o l i c y changed to 
one of open r e b e l l i o n , , c i v i l war, and arson, d i d Caesar and 
Crassus support him? Mommsen and T y r r e l l b e l i e v e they d i d . 
Strachan-Davidson, H e i t l a n d , and Rice Holmes, on the other 
hand,argue that they were not i m p l i c a t e d i n the conspiracy. 
Each o f f e r s a lengthy argument and quotes h i s a u t h o r i t i e s 
and.proves to h i s own s a t i s f a c t i o n that he i s r i g h t . However, 
i t i s p o s s i b l e ,to take a view that i s midway between both 
opinions. The c l e a r e s t and b r i e f e s t expression of t h i s view 
i s found i n Warde Fowler's " L i f e of Caesar." 
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I n one s h o r t p a r a g r a p h he d i s p o s e s of the whole q u e s t i o n 

.of Caesar's and C r a s s u s ' share i n the C a t i l i n i a n Comspiracy. 

"The l a t t e r p a r t o f t h i s memorable y e a r was o c c u p i e d w i t h a 

l a s t and d e s p e r a t e attempt o f the d e m o c r a t i c p a r t y t o possess 

themselves of the s t a t e power w h i l e t h e r e was y e t time t o 

f o r e s t a l l Pompeius. T h i s i s the famous c o n s p i r a c y o f C a t i l -

i n a ; i t was an a t t a c k o f the l e f t wing on the s e n a t o r i a l 

p o s i t i o n , and the r e a l l e a d e r s o f the democracy took no open 

or a c t i v e p a r t i n i t . I t always has been, and always w i l l 

be a d e b a t a b l e question'how f a r Caesar and Crassus-were 

concerned i n i t ; we i n c l i n e here t o the c o n c l u s i o n t h a t they 

had some, knowledge o f i t , as of the e a r l i e r p l o t , but i n w a r d 

l y r e s e r v e d the r i g h t to b e t r a y i t , , i f i t s h o u l d seem good f o 

,to them. They might use i t , i f i t were s u c c e s s f u l , f o r t h e i r 

own "ends; when i t promised t o be a f a i l u r e , they p r o b a b l y 

gave i n f o r m a t i o n about i t to the government." v • 

Had C a t i l i n e succeeded i n s e i z i n g power Caesar undoub

t e d l y would have t a k e n advantage o f the s i t u a t i o n and a t t a i n e d 

the p o s i t i o n he d i d i n 49, f o u r t e e n y e a r s l a t e r . But the 

e n t i r e f i r s t h a l f of 63, the H u l l a n a g r a r i a n b i l l , the.ques

t i o n o f the p r o s c r i b e d , and t h a t of R a b i r i u s , had shown Cae

sar the s t r e n g t h of C i c e r o , and as the weeks went on he saw 

the a l a r m o f the Senate and the K n i g h t s , and ho?/ s o l i d l y 

they s t o o d b e h i n d t h e i r c o n s u l i n time of danger. He had 

been a b l e to b r i n g i n a b r i b e r y law a g a i n s t C a t i l i n e , and to 

(1) »V. Warde Fo w l e r , " L i f e o f Caesar," p. 79 
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defeat him i n the e l e c t i o n . Pompey was on the verge of 
r e t u r n i n g to Rome at the head of a v i c t o r i o u s army, and no 
matter how strong C a t i l i n e was, Pompey would prove even 
stronger. Besides, Cicero had declared i n h i s "Second C a t i -
l i n a r i a n " on November 9 that C a t i l i n e ' s army was not a matter 
f o r alarm, that once out of Rome"-,, the greatest danger from 
him vanished. "Therefore, w i t h our G a l l i c l e g i o n s , and w i t h 
the l e v i e s which Quintus M e t e l l u s has r a i s e d i n the P i c e n i a n 
and G a l l i c . t e r r o t o r y , and with these troops which every day 
are being got ready by us, I hold i n u t t e r contempt that 
army composed of desperate o l d men, of clownish p r o f l i g a t e s , 
and uneducated s p e n d t h r i f t s ; of those who have p r e f e r r e d to 
desert t h e i r b a i l r a t h e r than that army, which w i l l f a l l to 
pieces i f I show them not the b a t t l e array of our army, but 
an e d i c t of the p r a e t o r . " ( 1 ) There i s no reason to suppose 
that Caesar would not be even b e t t e r acquainted w i t h the 
strength of C a t i l i n e ' s forces-: than C i c e r o . The more con
vinced Caesar became of the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of C a t i l i n e ' s 
success, the f a r t h e r away he drew from him. 

There was, however, another motive to be taken i n t o 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I n the summer of 63 M e t e l l u s Nepos, an agent 
of Pompey's, had come home to stand f o r the t r i b u n a t e and 
had been e l e c t e d . Had he come home to prepare the way for 
Pompey's imminent return,, of f o r some other purpose? Cato, 
at l e a s t , suspected that he came -for no good and gave up 

(1) In C a t i l . I I , 3. "The World's Great C l a s s i c s , " 
C D . Yonge, p.22 
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h i s j o u r n e y and r e t u r n e d t o s t a n d a g a i n s t him f o r the t r i 

b unate. Caesar a t once saw an o p p o r t u n i t y f o t u r n a t h r e a 

tened danger to h i s own i n t e r e s t s . I f Pompey j o i n e d C i c e r o 

and c o n s e q u e n t l y the S e n a t o r i a l and E q u e s t r i a n ; - p a r t i e s , 

C aesar's f o r t u n e s and those of the de m o c r a t i c p a r t y would 

•receive a blow t h a t would render them p o w e r l e s s f o r y e a r s . 

But a f t e r a l l , t h e r e were many who were b i t t e r l y j e a l o u s o f 

Pompey; they c o u l d never f o r g e t the a b s o l u t e power, he had 

r e c e i v e d , the honours t h a t had been heaped on him, h i s popu

l a r i t y w i t h the p e o p l e , and they l i v e d i n f e a r o f another 

d i c t a t o r s h i p . I f Caesar c o u l d f u r t h e r a l i e n a t e Pompey from 

the Senate.and u n i t e him to h i m s e l f , the pa t h b e f o r e him 

would s t r e t c h s t r a i g h t ahead. 

Caesar a t once embarked on t h i s p o l i c y and s e t out t o 

w i n M e t e l l u s o v e r . H i s p o l i c y i n the n e x t few months o f f e r s 

abundant evidence t h a t he was d i r e c t i n g a l l h i s energy t o 

p a v i n g the way f o r a u n i o n w i t h Pompey. H i s p r o p o s a l s t h a t 

the honour o f c o m p l e t i n g the C a p i t o l i n e Temple be t r a n s f e r r e d 

from C a t u l u s to Pompey, and t h a t Pompey be r e c a l l e d t o r e 

s t o r e o r d e r , a re a l l moves t o i n g r a t i a t e h i m s e l f w i t h Pompey 

and a l i e n a t e him from the Senate . That Caesar a n d . M e t e l l u s 

must have had an u n d e r s t a n d i n g i n the l a t t e r p a r t o f 63 i s • 

ev i d e n c e d by t h e i r p a r t n e r s h i p i n these two m o t i o n s . 

But t o r e t u r n t o Caesar's p o s i t i o n I n 63, W i t h h i s 

e l e c t i o n t o the o f f i c e of P o n t i f e x Maximus and the p r a e t o r -

s h i p , and a p r o - g o v e r n o r s h i p i n the o f f i n g , and w i t h the 
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f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g o f C r a s s u s , and the p r o s p e c t o f an under

s t a n d i n g w i t h Pompey, Caesar's e x p e c t a t i o n s began to r i s e . 

He c o u l d now a f f o r d t o abandon C a t i l i n e , e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e 

h i s c o n s p i r a c y was b e i n g so e f f e c t i v e l y b a f f l e d by C i c e r o . 

There i s no doubt t h a t many of t h e i r c o n t e m p o r a r i e s 

s u s p e c t e d Caesar and C r a s s u s of b e i n g i n some way i m p l i c a t e d 

i n the c o n s p i r a c y . I t i s not s u r p r i s i n g , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r 

former c o n n e c t i o n w i t h C a t i l i n e and t h e i r marked r e s e r v e and 

c a u t i o n d u r i n g the whole a f f a i r . C a e s ar's whole l i f e l a i d 

him open t o such a s u s p i c i o n , s i n c e t h e r e had h a r d l y been a 

p l o t i n w h i c h he had not had some s h a r e . Dio e x p r e s s e s the 

o p i n i o n t h a t when C r a s s u s , who had never been v e r y f r i e n d l y 

t o C i c e r o , r e v e a l e d what he knew of the c o n s p i r a c y to C i c e r o 

he d i d i t i n o r d e r to escape s u s p i c i o n . ^ There seems t o 

have-been a b e l i e f p r e v a l e n t t h a t the l e t t e r s c o n c e r n i n g the 

c o n s p i r a c y l e f t a t C r a s s u s ' house were p l a c e d t h e r e i n an 

e f f o r t t o t r a p him. I f he k e p t s i l e n t , h i s g u i l t would be 

presumed. I t i s d i f f i c u l t t d say whether he, and o f course 

Caesar, t o o , would have r e v e a l e d t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n I f they 

had not '•been f o r c e d t o . The i n f o r m e r T a r q u i n i u s on December 

4 d e c l a r e d t h a t he had a message from C r a s s u s to C a t i l i n e 

w r i t t e n the day b e f o r e . Though C i c e r o and the Senate f e l t 

i t t o be i l l - t i m e d and d e c l a r e d the i n f o r m a t i o n to be f a l s e , 

many b e l i e v e d i t . Others f e l t i t was a move to check' C r a s -

• sus. The g e n e r a l s u s p i c i o n of Caesar was r e v e a l e d i n Cato's 

(1) Hardy, "The C a t i l i n a r i a n C o n s p i r a c y , " p.63 
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s p e e c h o n D e c e m b e r 5, and . t h e c h a r g e s o f C u r i u s , a n d t h e 

o f f e r s o f V e t t i u s t o p r o d u c e a l e t t e r o f C a e s a r ' s t o C a t i l i n e , 

a n d a l s o i n t h e a e t i o n s o f C a t u l u s a n d P i s o . 

W h e n C a e s a r s p o k e a g a i n s t t h e d e a t h w a r r a n t h e w a s i n a 

d i f f i c u l t p o s i t i o n . H e c o u l d n o t v o t e f o r t h e d e a t h p e n a l t y 

a n d a d m i t t h a t t h e S e n a t e h a d t h e r i g h t t o p u t a m a n t o d e a t h , 

s i n c e h e h i m s e l f m i g h t some d a y b e i n a p o s i t i o n t o r e g r e t i t . 

A n d y e t , i f h e d e f e n d e d t h e c o n s p i r a t o r s o r a s k e d f o r l e n i e n 

c y , h e w o u l d b e a l l b u t a c k n o w l e d g i n g h i s o w n g u i l t . B u t h e 

w a s e q u a l t o t h e o c c a s i o n a n d w i t h t h e m o s t s k i l f u l D e l i a n 

a m b i g u i t y a c c o m p l i s h e d h i s p u r p o s e . 

M a n y o f C a e s a r ' s d e f e n d e r s h a v e t i s e d t h e f a c t t h a t C i c 

e r o n e v e r a c c u s e d h i m a n d p u b l i c l y a c q u i t t e d h i m o f V e t t i u s ' 

c h a r g e s a s a p r o o f o f h i s i n n o c e n c e . Y e t i t m u s t b e r e m e m 

b e r e d t h a t t h e p r o s e c u t i o n o f C a t i l i n e w a s a n e n t i r e l y d i f 

f e r e n t m a t t e r f r o m t h e p r o s e c u t i o n o f C a e s a r a n d C r a s s u s . 

T h e y h a d c o m m i t t e d n o o p e n a c t i o n , h a d n o t s h o w n t h e m s e l v e s 

a c t i v e i n t h e c o n s p i r a c y , b u t r a t h e r h a d k e p t i n t h e b a c k 

g r o u n d . . T h e y w e r e p o w e r f u l m e n w i t h a l a r g e f o l l o w i n g . 

C i c e r o a n d o t h e r s f e l t i t w a s f a r b e t t e r t o o v e r l o o k w h a t 

t h e y c o u l d n o t p r o v e , t h a n , b y s t i r r i n g u p a h o p e l e s s s i t u a 

t i o n , l o s e w h a t t h e y h a d a l r e a d y g a i n e d . T o a c c u s e t h e m 

w o u l d m e r e l y t h r o w t h e m i n t o C a t i l i n e ' s a r m s , w h e r e a s i f 

m a t t e r s w e r e a l l o w e d t o s t a n d , C a e s a r a n d C r a s s u s m i g h t y e t 

b e b r o u g h t a r o u n d t o t h e . c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p a r t y . W h a t C i c e r o 

h a d s a i d o f C a t i l i n e ' s a c c o m p l i c e s c o u l d b e a p p l i e d t o C a e s a r 
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and C r a s s u s . " T h e i r punishment I do not so much aim a t , as, 

i f i t were p o s s i b l e t o he e f f e c t e d , t h e i r cure and r e c o n c i 

l i a t i o n t o t h e i r c o u n t r y . " 1 ' 1 ^ C i c e r o h e l d t h i s same view 

t h r e e y e a r s l a t e r , when he wrote ahout Caesar, "A remedy 

whi c h c u r e s the d i s e a s e d p a r t s o f the s t a t e should, "be p r e f e r -
(2) 

a b l e t o one w h i c h amputates them," 

U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e r e are no l e t t e r s , t o A t t i c u s i n t h i s 

p e r i o d t o s e t t l e the q u e s t i o n of Caesar's and C r a s s u s ' p a r 

t i c i p a t i o n i n the p l o t . But a f t e r the outb r e a k of the C i v i l 

War, when C i c e r o i s d e b a t i n g about the p o l i c i e s of Caesar 

and Pompey, one mi g h t - e x p e c t t o f i n d some mention o f Caesar 

and the c o n s p i r a c y . T y r r e l l b e l i e v e s t h a t the r e a s o n we do 

not i s because Caesar had committed "so many i l l e g a l a c t s , 

t h a t the q u e s t i o n of what he was f o u r t e e n y e a r s ago was 

i r r e l e v a n t . " ^ 3 ^ He b e l i e v e s , however, t h a t a r e f e r e n c e t o 
Caesar's g u i l t i s t o be found i n a l e t t e r t o A t t i c u s . i n 49 

(4) ' • 
B.C. P l u t a r c h i n h i s " L i f e o f - C r a s s u s " d e c l a r e d t h a t a f t e r 

t h e i r death C i c e r o d i d charge Caesar and Crassus w i t h com

p l i c i t y i n the c o n s p i r a c y . "However, C i c e r o , i n one o f h i s 

o r a t i o n s , e v i d e n t l y imputed to Crassus and Caesar p a r t i c i p a 

t i o n i n the p l o t ; but t h i s o r a t i o n was not p u b l i s h e d t i l l 

a f t e r the death of both of them." v ' 
(1) I n C a t i l . I I , . 8. " O r a t i o n s o f C i c e r o , " P. W. H o r r i s , 

T r a n s l a t e d by W i l l i a m G u t h r i e , p.98 
(2) Ad A t t , I I , 1,7 
(3) "Correspondence o f C i c e r o , " T y r r e l l , V o l . I , p.19 

' (4 ) ; A d A t t . I X , 2a,2 
(5) P l u t . C r a s s u s , 13. " P l u t a r c h ' s L i v e s , " A. Stewart . 

and G. Lang, p.55, V o l . I I I . I n h i s note Mr. Long 
adds, "The o r a t i o n s of C i c e r o which P l u t a r c h r e f e r s 
to are not e x t a n t . " 
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D u r i n g C i c e r o ' s c o n s u l s h i p t h e r e o c c u r r e d an i n c i d e n t 

w h i c h i s t y p i c a l o f the d i f f e r e n c e i n p o l i c y "between Cato 

and C i e e r O j and whi c h throws f u r t h e r l i g h t on C i c e r o ' s 

a t t i t u d e t o Caesar and C r a s s u s . I n the m i d s t of the t u r m o i l 

of the c o n s p i r a c y Cato f e l t o b l i g e d t o come f o r w a r d and 

b r i n g a charge of b r i b e r y a g a i n s t L. L i c i n i u s Murena, one 

of the c o n s u l s - e l e c t f o r 62. C i c e r o t o o l : the case and i r o 

n i c a l l y enough had t o defend him a g a i n s t h i s own law f o r 

e l e c t o r a l c o r r u p t i o n . C i c e r o f e l t t h a t i n view o f the f i e r c e 

s t r u g g l e waging on a l l s i d e s i t was n e i t h e r s a f e nor wise 

to d e p r i v e the c i t y o f a c o n s u l , who was w e l l q u a l i f i e d f o r 

the p o s i t i o n . "The p o i n t , my l o r d s , which I have l a b o u r e d 

and e f f e c t e d , a g a i n s t g r e a t o p p o s i t i o n , i s o f the h i g h e s t 

consequence; I mean t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be two c o n s u l s i n the 

government on the f i r s t of J a n u a r y . I t i s incumbent upon 

you ( C a to) t o p r e s e r v e your a s s i s t a n t , your d e f e n d e r , and 

your a s s o c i a t e i n the government. Hot an a m b i t i o u s c o n s u l , 

but such a c o n s u l as t h i s j u n c t u r e r e q u i r e s ; one whom h i s 

f o r t u n e has formed f o r promoting t r a n q u i l l i t y , h i s knowledge 

f o r managing wars; and whose s p i r i t and e x p e r i e n c e i s . e q u a l 

t o every purpose you can d e s i r e . " I t was a case where 

compromise was n e c e s s a r y , and compromise i s j u s t what Cato 

never c o u l d and never would a c c e p t , He p r e f e r r e d t o throw 

the c i t y i n t o the c o n f u s i o n and danger o f another e l e c t i o n 

.(1) P r o Murena, 38. " S e l e c t O r a t i o n s , " T r a n s l a t e d 
by W i l l i a m G u t h r i e , p.169 
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and l e a v e the c i t y w i t h o u t a c o n s u l r a t h e r than condone 

what he b e l i e v e d t o be wrong. "With the b e s t o f i n t e n t i o n s 

and, unimpeachable honesty a t times Cato does harm t o the • 

c o u n t r y . " ^ ' ' G i c e r o knew t h a t Murena was g u i l t y , y e t f o r the 

sake o f the S t a t e he was w i l l i n g t o o v e r l o o k h i s g u i l t . Why 

may he not have had the same a t t i t u d e toward Gaesar and . 

Crassus? . 

And y e t , though Cato and C i c e r o might d i s a g r e e , n o . ' i l l - , 

w i l l ever passed between them. On the Nones o f December, 

he more t h a n made up f o r t h i s o p p o s i t i o n by h i s v i g o r o u s 

support o f C i c e r o i n the Senate a g a i n s t Caesar, and l a t e r 

when he h a i l e d him f a t h e r of h i s c o u n t r y . A f t e r the debate 

i n the -Senate, C i c e r o was e s c o r t e d i n t r i u m p h to h i s home, 

as the s a v i o u r and d e l i v e r e r of h i s c o u n t r y . " T h i s was the 

f i f t h o f December, those c e l e b r a t e d Nones,' o f which C i c e r o 

used t o b o a s t so much ever a f t e r , as the most g l o r i o u s day 

of h i s . l i f e : and, i t i s c e r t a i n " , t h a t Rome was i n d e b t e d to 

him on t h i s day f o r one o f the g r e a t e s t d e l i v e r a n c e s , which 

i t had ever r e c e i v e d s i n c e i t s f o u n d a t i o n , and which n o t h i n g , 

perhaps, but h i s v i g i l a n c e and s a g a c i t y , c o u l d so h a p p i l y 

have e f f e c t e d : f o r , from the f i r s t a l a r m o f the p l o t , he 

never r e s t e d , n i g h t or' day, t i l l he had got f u l l i n f o r m a t i o n 

of the c a b a l s and c o u n c i l s of the c o n s p i r a t o r s : by which 

he e a s i l y b a f f l e d a l l t h e i r p r o j e c t s , and p l a y e d w i t h them 

as he p l e a s e d ; and, w i t h o u t any r i s k t o the p u b l i c , c o u l d 

(1) Ad A t t . I I , 1,8 
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draw them on -just f a r e n o u g h t o make t h e i r g u i l t m a n i f e s t , 

and t h e i r r u i n i n e v i t a b l e ."^ ̂ - ̂  

(1) "Life of Cicero," Hiddleton, Vol. I , :p. 190 
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Chapter I I I 

CICERO'S "CONCORDIA' ORI) I HUM, " 63-60 B.C. 

I n the m i d s t o f a l l the a c c l a m a t i o n s and r e j o i c i n g o f 

the people an ominous note had been sounded. One o f the 

t r i b u n e s , M e t e l l u s Eepos, the agent of Pompey, had r e f u s e d 

t o a l l o w C i c e r o t o address' the people on l a y i n g down h i s 

o f f i c e , d e c l a r i n g t h a t he who had put c i t i z e n s to death un

h e a r d , s h o u l d n o t be p e r m i t t e d t o speak f o r h i m s e l f . Though 

C i c e r o was a b l e t o t u r n M e t e l l u s ' a t t a c k i n t o a t r i u m p h f o r 

h i m s e l f , y e t i t was an i n a u s p i c i o u s b e g i n n i n g o f the new 

y e a r , w h i c h was to usher i n a s e r i e s of t r o u b l e s f o r him 

and t o r e s u l t f i n a l l y i n the C i v i l War and the d i s s o l u t i o n 

of the R e p u b l i c . Horace .-spoke t r u l y when he d e c l a r e d t h a t 

" i t was i n the c o n s u l s h i p o f M e t e l l u s t h a t the C i v i l War 

began. 

W i t h the, e x t i n c t i o n o f the C a t i l i n a r i a n c o n s p i r a c y , 

Pompey once more o c c u p i e d the c e n t r e o f the s t a g e . He c o u l d 

not d e l a y much l o n g e r . What he would do on h i s r e t u r n be

came the c o n c e r n of everyone. I f he chose t o come as a 

(1) Horace, "Odes," I I , 1, l i n e 1 
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conqueror, he could not be r e s i s t e d . The only course l e f t 
was to negotiate With him and to win his favour i f possible. 
With the keen insight that characterized a l l his movements 
Caesar saw the way and set out, by f l a t t e r y to secure what 
opposition would f a i l to. On the f i r s t day of his praetor-
ship Caesar proposed to transfer the' dedication of the temple 
on the Capitoline h i l l from Gatulus to Pompey. The Senate 
opposed him so strenuously that he was obliged to drop the 
proposal; but Caesar, had achieved h i s purpose; he had humi
l i a t e d Catulus and the Senate he represented, by showing 
how Catulus had d a l l i e d with the restoration for years and 
had wasted the public money; and he had pleased Pompey and 
at the same time weakened his position with the Senate by 
arousing their mutuai jealousies. Caesar next a l l i e d him
s e l f with Metellus i n a proposal to r e c a l l Pompey to restore 
order. Cato as tribune, vetoed the measure on every occasion, 
and a fresh outbreak of r i o t i n g occurred. Caesar and Metel
lus were suspended from o f f i c e . Metellus f l e d to Pompey, 
but Caesar, after refusing to allow the mob to restore him 
by force, was reinstated by the Senate on i t s own i n i t i a t i v e ; 
Caesar had shown that he was whole-heartedly prepared to 
support Pompey, and had been able to widen the breach bet
ween Pompey and the Senate. Bow he could s i t back and await 

Pompey's a r r i v a l . 
While Caesar had submerged himself and done everything 

to honour Pompey, Cicero had been busy writing to him of his 
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ov/n achievements. That he had s e r v e d Pompey's i n t e r e s t s 

f a i t h f u l l y a v a i l e d him l i t t l e . By those v e r y achievements 

he had c h e a t e d Pompey of the a d d i t i o n a l g l o r y of s u p p r e s s i n g 

the C a t i l i n a r i a n c o n s p i r a c y and had ar o u s e d h i s j e a l o u s y . 

Another a c t t h a t annoyed him was C i c e r o ' s defense o f h i s 

former t e a c h e r A r c h i a s , who had accompanied L u c u l l u s t o the 

E a s t . The a t t a c k was r e a l l y not upon A r c h i a s , but on L u c u l 

l u s , Pompey's enemy, and the a c c u s e r s were men who were 

a c t i n g i n Pompey's i n t e r e s t s . Very l i k e l y Caesar had some 

share i n the a f f a i r . 

Meanwhile a l l C i c e r o ' s thoughts had been d i r e c t e d t o 

one purpose, the s t r e n g t h e n i n g of the R e p u b l i c . I n h i s con

s u l s h i p he had been a b l e , backed by a l l the f o r c e s o f the 

s t a t e w i t h o u t the a i d of a g e n e r a l or h i s army, to e s t a b 

l i s h ' the R e p u b l i c on a s u r e r f o o t i n g t h a n i t had known f o r 

decades. I t i s r a t h e r a c u r i o u s c o i n c i d e n c e t h a t the b i r t h 

of Augustus, who was to e x t i n g u i s h the l a s t s p a r k o f the 

R e p u b l i c , s h o u l d have o c c u r r e d i n the v e r y year i n w h i c h i t 

reached the h i g h e s t peak. A f t e r the d o m i n a t i o n o f S u l l a , 

the E q u e s t r i a n order had j o i n e d the Democratic p a r t y i n an 

a t t a c k upon h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n . But w i t h the r e s t o r a t i o n of 

the K n i g h t s to the c o u r t s i n 70 B.C., and the law o f Otho 

i n 67, a s s i g n i n g them s e p a r a t e s e a t s i n the t h e a t r e , had 

com'e a b r e a c h . G r a d u a l l y the K n i g h t s v e e r e d around from 

the more r i o t o u s Democratic p a r t y to the S e n a t o r i a l p a r t y . 

They were among the w e a l t h i e s t men i n Rome and many of them 
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came from d i s t i n g u i s h e d o l d f a m i l i e s , and so i t was o n l y 

n a t u r a l t h a t they s h o u l d f i n d more i n common w i t h the Sena-

t o r i a l p a r t y t h a n w i t h the Democrats. The e l e c t i o n of C i c e r o 

t o the c o n s u l s h i p had done much t o break down the b a r r i e r o f 

a r i s t o c r a t i c b i r t h . The f e a r f e l t by both o r d e r s f o r the 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y d e s i g n s of the Democratic p a r t y had f u r t h e r 

thrown them t o g e t h e r . The c o n s u l s h i p of C i c e r o , and the 

u n i o n of the Senate and the K n i g h t s i n the s u p p r e s s i o n o f 

the c o n s p i r a c y had f o r g e d the f i n a l l i n k i n the c h a i n . T h i s 

. " e o n c o r d i a ordinum" now became the g r e a t dream o f C i c e r o ' s 

l i f e . He b e l i e v e d t h a t the u n i t e d s t r e n g t h o f these two 

o r d e r s would always o v e r b a l a n c e any power t h a t might seek t o 

secure c o n t r o l o f the s t a t e , and would serve as an e v e r l a s 

t i n g check upon a m b i t i o n . T h i s i d e a l commonwealth of C i c e 

r o ' s would comprise the be s t men of both c l a s s e s , u n i t e d f o r 

the .good of t h e i r c o u n t r y . He f u l l y r e a l i z e d t h a t to make 

the " e o n c o r d i a ordinum" doubly s t r o n g the m i l i t a r y power i n 

the s t a t e must be on t h e i r s i d e . To t h i s end C i c e r o wished 

to secure the l e a d e r s h i p of Pompey, the one man who c o u l d 

be p o p u l a r w i t h a i l o r d e r s . Caesar had c l e a r l y r e v e a l e d h i s 

d e s i r e f o r Pompey's s u p p o r t , and C i c e r o saw the n e c e s s i t y of 

p r e v e n t i n g h i s . a l l i a n c e w i t h those who were h i s "former 

enemies but now h i s f r i e n d s . " ^ ^ He was h i m s e l f w i l l i n g t o 

take second p l a c e , t o p l a y the r o l e of L a e l i u s to Pompey's 

S c i p i o - - s u r e l y not the r o l e of a s e l f - s e e k e r I 

(1) Ad Fam. V, 7,1 



I n December 62 Pompey had. l a n d e d a t B r u n d i s i u m , and 

t h e r e d i s b a n d e d h i s army. The new year found him i n Rome, 

eager once more to p l a y a prominent r o l e . He had shown t h a t 

he had n e i t h e r the i n t e n t i o n nor the d e s i r e t o s e i z e power. 

Pompey wi s h e d to be the f i r s t man i n the s t a t e , but he w i s h e d 

the p o s i t i o n t h r u s t upon him, not s e i z e d by h i m s e l f . The 

i n i t i a t i v e was i n the hands of o t h e r s . Had the Senate, prompt

l y welcomed him, g r a n t e d him h i s t r i u m p h , and approved h i s 

a c t s i n the E a s t , Pompey would have been drawn to them; f o r 

he had l i t t l e i n common w i t h Caesar and the p o p u l a r p a r t y . 

But the Senate r e f u s e d the o p p o r t u n i t y . The n o b l e s were 

j e a l o u s of the powers he had a l r e a d y r e c e i v e d , and f e a r e d to 

add more. Cato, i n r i g h t e o u s i n d i g n a t i o n , r e j e c t e d h i s p r o 

p o s a l o f a m a r r i a g e a l l i a n c e w i t h h i s f a m i l y . P l u t a r c h 

w i s e l y adds: "However, i f we are to judge by t h i s e v ent, 

Cato made a f a t a l e r r o r i n r e j e c t i n g the a l l i a n c e , and l e a v i n g 

Pompey to t u r n t o Caesar and c o n t r a c t a m a r r i a g e which, by 

u n i t i n g the f o r c e s of the two, n e a r l y r u i n e d Rome and a c t u a l l y 

d e s t r o y e d the c o n s t i t u t i o n , l o n e o f these t h i n g s would have 

happened, i f Cato had not t a k e n f r i g h t a t the s m a l l f a u l t s 

of Pompey, and so a l l o w e d him to commit the g r e a t e s t of a l l 

i n b u i l d i n g up. the power of an o t h e r . " ^ " ^ 

But poor Pompey d i d not make a v e r y g r e a t i m p r e s s i o n ; 

h i s f i r s t a d d r ess t o the people s a t i s f i e d no p a r t y . He was 

u n w i l l i n g to commit h i m s e l f upon any of the p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s 

(1) P l u t a r c h , Cato M i n o r , 30,5. S t r a c h a n - D a v i d s o n , 
p.175 
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o f the moment. The q u e s t i o n of O l o d i u s ' s a c r i l e g e , and p r o 

s e c u t i o n , the method o f s e l e c t i n g the j u r y f o r h i s t r i a l , and' 

C i c e r o ' s achievements, he evaded. The a c q u i t t a l o f C l o d i u s , 

thanks t o C r a s s u s ' b r i b e r y and Caesar's u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o im- . 

p l i c a t e him, d e a l t a g r e a t blow t o the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p a r t y . 

"We thought," w r i t e s C i c e r o , " t h a t the c o n d i t i o n o f the Re

p u b l i c had been s e t on a f i r m f o o t i n g , you by my prudence, 

I by d i v i n e i n f l u e n c e ; and t h a t i t s p r e s e r v a t i o n was. s e c u r e d 

and e s t a b l i s h e d by the u n i o n o f a l l l o y a l c i t i z e n s and by 

the i n f l u e n c e of my c o n s u l s h i p . But now,'unless Heaven t a k e s 

p i t y on u s , i t has been dashed from our g r a s p by t h i s one 

t r i a l . " ^ 1 ^ The t r i a l a c q u i r e d f o r Caesar and C r a s s u s , C l o 

d i u s ' s u p p o r t , and f o r C i c e r o , h i s l a s t i n g enmity. A f t e r the 

t r i a l and a f t e r C r a s s u s had g i v e n • a n o t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of h i s -

p a r t n e r s h i p w i t h Caesar, by p a y i n g h i s enormous de b t s , Caesar 

l e f t f o r S p a i n . 

I n d i s g u s t over the t r i a l and the way i n which Caesar 

and C r a s s u s had conducted i t , Pornpey began to draw c l o s e r t o 

C i c e r o and the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p a r t y . " I brought Pompey, the 

man who had h e l d h i s peace too l o n g about my achievements, 

i n t o a frame o f mind f o r a t t r i b u t i n g t o me the s a l v a t i o n of 

the empire and the w o r l d , not o n l y once, but time a f t e r t i m e , 
( 2) 

and w i t h emphasis i n the Senate," says C i c e r o . The more 

d i f f i c u l t t a s k of r e c o n c i l i n g the Senate t o Pompey remained. 

(1) Ad A t t . I , 16,& (2) Ad A t t . I , 19,7 
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From the newly e l e c t e d c o n s u l s , L. A f r a n i u s , the r a t h e r i n 

e f f e c t i v e t o o l of Pompey, and Q. M e t e l l u s C e l e r , the enemy o f 

"both C i c e r o and Pompey, C i c e r o c o u l d expect l i t t l e h e l p . I t 

was a t a s k w h i c h he must a c c o m p l i s h a l o n e . 

Meanwhile o t h e r m a t t e r s were a r i s i n g to t h r e a t e n the 

" c o n e o r d i a ordinum." I n a l e t t e r o f December 61, to A t t i c u s , . 

we f i r s t hear of the br e a c h bet?;een the two o r d e r s . " I ex

pe c t you hare h e a r d t h a t our f r i e n d s the K n i g h t s a re a l l but 

a l i e n a t e d from the Senate. "^"^ Moved by the s c a n d a l o f the 

a c q u i t t a l of C l o d i u s and the g r o s s c o r r u p t i o n of the law 

c o u r t s , the Senate, headed by Gato, brought f o r w a r d a b i l l 

t o d e a l w i t h b r i b e r y i n the c o u r t s . The purpose o f t h i s b i l l 

was t o d e p r i v e the E q u i t e s and the T r i b u n i A e r a r i i o f t h e i r 

immunity from p r o s e c u t i o n f o r c o r r u p t i o n . The E q u i t e s were . 

i n d i g n a n t . Though C i c e r o r e a l i z e d the j u s t i c e of the Senate's, 

g r i e v a n c e , y e t , f e a r i n g the break up of the harmony of the 

o r d e r s , he p r e f e r r e d to humour the E q u i t e s , and so t r i e d t o 

persuade the Senate t o g i v e up the p r o j e c t . Cato's o p p o s i 

t i o n , however, prove d too s t r o n g . A t the same time C i c e r o 

had s t i l l a n o t her q u a r r e l between the Senate and the E q u i t e s 

to compose. Egged on by C r a s s u s , the E q u i t e s had demanded 

a r e v i s i o n o f the c o n t r a c t f o r the c o l l e c t i o n of t a x e s i n 

A s i a , but the Senate r e f u s e d . Once more C i c e r o f e l t o b l i g e d 

to support the E q u i t e s , and once 'more Cato opposed him. 

"There was c o n s i d e r a b l e danger," he w r i t e s , " t h a t i f they 

(1) Ad A t t . I , 17,8 
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met w i t h a r e f u s a l , they might have severed, t h e i r c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h the Senate e n t i r e l y . I n t h i s case too I was the main 

p e r s o n who came to the r e s c u e , and. obtained, f o r them a hear-

i n g i n a v e r y f u l l and f r i e n d l y House, and d i s c u s s e d on the 

d i g n i t y and harmony of the two o r d e r s both on the f i r s t of 

December and the f o l l o w i n g day. The m a t t e r i s not y e t s e t 

t l e d : but the Senate's i n c l i n a t i o n i s c l e a r . For o n l y one 

p e r s o n has opposed i t , M e t e l l u s the c o n s u l e l e c t . Our hero 

Cato was t o have spoken, but the day was too s h o r t f o r i t to 

come h i s tur-n. " ̂  ^ The q u e s t i o n s dragged on and remained t o 

be s e t t l e d i n the nex t y e a r . But the resentment between the 

two o r d e r s had been aroused and o n l y the s l i g h t e s t b a l a n c e 

o f . t h e s c a l e s was needed t o e f f e c t an open b r e a c h . 

The y e a r 60 opened w i t h these q u e s t i o n s s t i l l u n s e t t l e d 

and-with Pompey's p o s i t i o n i n s e c u r e . So f a r h i s e f f o r t s t o 

secure the r a t i f i c a t i o n of h i s s e t t l e m e n t i n A s i a and the 

g r a n t s of l a n d promised t o h i s v e t e r a n s had been u n a v a i l i n g . 

He d e c i d e d t o make another a t t e m p t . The t r i b u n e L. F l a v i u s , 

one o f Pompey's t o o l s , proposed an a g r a r i a n b i l l p r o v i d i n g 

f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of l a n d a l l o t m e n t s t o the s o l d i e r s . 

C i c e r o r e v i s e d the b i l l , c u t t i n g out the c l a u s e s which were 

l i k e l y t o be opposed, and the n gave h i s support t o the b i l l . , 

However, "the Senate was opposed t o the whole a g r a r i a n 

scheme, s u s p e c t i n g t h a t Pompey was a i m i n g a t g e t t i n g some 

new powers,"(2) A v i o l e n t c o n f l i c t ensued between the t r i b u n e 

(1) Ad A t t . I , 17,9 (2) Ad A t t . I , 19,4 
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and the c o n s u l M e t e l l u s C e l e r , backed by the Senate. A t l a s t 

Pompey r e a l i z e d t h a t he c o u l d not c a r r y h i s p r o p o s a l and so 

c a l l e d o f f h i s t r i b u n e and l e t the m atter drop. But the 

f i f l a l h u m i l i a t i o n had been heaped on Pompey. The Senate, had 

r e j e c t e d i t s l a s t chance to w i n him over, and had a l l o w e d a 

p e t t y j e a l o u s y t o triumph over h i s f a i r and r e a s o n a b l e dem

ands. 

Not c o n t e n t w i t h the damage a l r e a d y a c c o m p l i s h e d , the 

Senate, on Cato's a d v i c e , i n s i s t e d on p u s h i n g on the q u e s t i o n s 

r e l a t i n g t o j u d i c i a l c o r r u p t i o n and the t a x - f a r m e r s , and r e 

f u s e d t o make any c o n c e s s i o n s to the E q u i t e s . The "breach 

between the two o r d e r s was completed. The Senate had suc

ceeded i n t h o r o u g h l y i s o l a t i n g i t s e l f , and d r i v i n g the E q u i t e s 

towards the p o p u l a r p a r t y and Pompey towards C a e s a r . The 

next move was C a e s a r ' s . C i c e r o alone i n a l l Rome had the 

f o r e s i g h t t o f o r s e e the consequences; but the Senate had 

t u r n e d a deaf ear t o a l l h i s p l e a s , had done e v e r y t h i n g i n 

o p p o s i t i o n t o him, and now Caesar was a t hand, ready t o take 

advantage of the Senate's f o l l y and b i n d Pompey and the 

E q u i t e s to h i m s e l f . 

One hope remained t o C i c e r o f o r s a v i n g the S t a t e and 

p r e s e r v i n g the c o n s t i t u t i o n ; the hope t h a t Caesar might be 

brought, around to the " o p t i m a t e s . " I n June, two days b e f o r e 

Caesar's a r r i v a l , C i c e r o w r i t e s to A t t i c u s : "You c h i d e me 

g e n t l y f o r my i n t i m a c y w i t h Pompey?. P l e a s e don't imagine 

t h a t I have a l l i e d m y s e l f t o him s o l e l y to save m y s e l f : the 
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p o s i t i o n of a f f a i r s i s such t h a t , i f we had had any disagree
ment, there would of n e c e s s i t y have been great d i s c o r d i n the 
s t a t e . Against that I have taken precautions and made pro-
v i s i o n without wavering from my own e x c e l l e n t p o l i c y , while j 

making him more l o y a l and l e s s the people's weathercock. He 
speaks, I may t e l l you, f a r more glowingly about my achieve
ments than about h i s own,: though many have t r i e d to set him 
against me, saying that he d i d h i s duty to the country, but 
I saved i t . What good h i s statements w i l l do me, I f a i l to 
see: But they w i l l c e r t a i n l y do the country good,, W e i l l 
I f I can make Caesar, who i s now s a i l i n g g a i l y before the 
breeze, a b e t t e r p a t r i o t too, s h a l l I be doing so poor a 
se r v i c e to the country? And, even i f none were to envy me 
and a l l supported me, as they ought, s t i l l a remedy which 
cures the diseased parts of the state should be p r e f e r a b l e 
to one which amputates them. But as i t i s , when the Knights, 
whom I once s t a t i o n e d on the C a p i t o l i n e h i l l w i t h you as 
t h e i r standard bearer and l e a d e r , have deserted the Senate, 
and our great men think themselves i n the seventh heaven, 
i f they have bearded mullet i n t h e i r fish-ponds that w i l l 
feed from t h e i r hand, and don't care about anything e l s e , 
s u r e l y you must allow that I have done my best, i f I manage 
to take the w i l l to do harm from those who have the power 
to do i t . "^"^ 

( 1 ) Ad A t t . I , 6 
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Chapter IV 

CAESAR'S RETURN AND THE FIRST TRIUMVIRATE, 60-59 B.C. 

In June 60 Caesar returned from Spain eager f o r the 
double honour of a triumph and the consulship. When the 
Senate refused and for c e d him to choose between the two a l 
t e r n a t i v e s , he u n h e s i t a t i n g l y chose the l a t t e r and entered 
Rome. In h i s candidature he j o i n e d forces w i t h L. Lucceius, 
who was to supply the expenses of t h e i r canvass, while he 
provided the i n f l u e n c e . Alarmed at the prospect of Caesar's 
e l e c t i o n , the Senate, by the most unblushing b r i b e r y , deter
mined to secure the e l e c t i o n of M. Calpurnius B i b u l u s , a 
determined a r i s t o c r a t . When the Senate was a s s i g n i n g pro
vinces f o r the consuls of 59, i t purposely chose unimportant 
and i n s i g n i f i c a n t ones, t h i n k i n g that i t could thus thwart 
Caesar, This was the very t h i n g that Caesar was determined 
hot to permit. His greatest need, at the present time/ was 
fo r a large.and wealthy province and the c o n t r o l of a strong 
and w e l l - d i s c i p l i n e d army. His e l e c t i o n he might p o s s i b l y 
secure unaided, but to obtain a province he needed the u n i t e d 
e f f o r t s of a l l the forces he could bring to bear. He needed 



the m i l i t a r y p r e s t i g e that was Pompey's and the wealth that 
was Crassus'. Humiliated and embittered, Pompey was ready to 
support him. Probably Caesar had prepared the way by l e t t e r s 
before h i s r e t u r n . Caesar oould count on h i s o l d a l l y Cras
sus, and now Crassus' f r i e n d s the Eq u i t e s , and e s p e c i a l l y the 
tax-farmers or " p u b l i c a n i , " angered at the op p o s i t i o n of the 
Senate, exerted t h e i r i n f l u e n c e on h i s behalf. The support 
of these assured h i s e l e c t i o n . 

But Caesar was not content w i t h merely the support of 
Pompey and Crassus; he wanted the two u n i t e d i n a c o a l i t i o n 
with h i m s e l f . I f , t h e three could agree on a common p o l i c y 
they could overrule a l l o p p o s i t i o n , and prove strong enough 
for each to gain h i s own ends. Pompey had f a i l e d to obtain 
the Senate's consent to h i s proposals, and now, i n a union, 
w i t h Caesar, he saw a p o s s i b i l i t y of procuring the r a t i f i 
c a t i o n of h i s arrangements i n the East and of rewarding h i s 
veterans. Crassus a l s o was w i l l i n g to j o i n Caesar', but the 
r e a l task l a y i n r e c o n c i l i n g Pompey and the jealous Crassus. 
By h o l d i n g out to Cicero the prospect of a second consulship 
and a m i l i t a r y command that might enable him to surpass even 
Pompey i n m i l i t a r y achievements, Caesar succeeded i n persua
ding him to enter i n t o a t r i p l e a l l i a n c e w i t h himself and 
Pompey. Each was to a i d i n f u r t h e r i n g the i n t e r e s t s of the 
other. The union was thoroughly s e l f - s e e k i n g , and could 
endure only as long as t h e i r i n t e r e s t s were the same. 

One other, Caesar wished to have as an a l l y , C i c e r o . 
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The i n c l u s i o n of Cicero i n t h e i r c o a l i t i o n would give i t a 
d i g n i t y and weight w i t h the people that could not be obtained 
i n any other way. He was a l l powerful i n the law-courts, 
h i s f r i e n d s i n the c i t y and i n I t a l y were numerous and i n 
f l u e n t i a l , and he was the nominal head of the Equestrian 
order. "Caesar saw, as he saw everything, that Cicero was a 
great power. Hi s speeches not only, swayed the assembly, but 
they discharged the highest work now done by our best news
papers, magazines, and reviews. To g a i n Cicero was what i t 
would be to secure the advocacy O f the "limes," and were the 

leaders of the "limes" w r i t t e n by Burke and Sheridan 
They put the p u b l i c i n possession of the circumstances i n 
each case, and taught them to look on these circumstances w i t h 
the eyes of the speaker andhhis party; they converted r e s i s 
tance i n t o acceptance, and warmed acceptance i n t o enthusiasm; 
they provided f a i t h w i t h reasons, doubt wi t h arguments, and 

(1) ' triumph w i t h words." Four years l a t e r Cicero revealed 
that "Caesar had wished him to be one of these consulars most 

(2) 
i n t i m a t e l y a l l i e d w ith himself." Caesar's overtures t o . 
Cicero are described i n h i s l e t t e r to A t t i c u s : ."Caesar ex
pects my support. For Cornelius paid me a v i s i t - - I mean 
Balbus, Caesar's great f r i e n d . He assured me that Caesar 
w i l l . t a k e my own and Pompey's opinion on everything, and that 
h e . w i l l make, an e f f o r t to r e c o n c i l e Pompey and Crassus. The 

(1) "The Correspondence of C i c e r o , " T y r r e l l , V o l . I, p.14 
(2) De Prov. Cons. 17,41. "Cicero," Strachan-Davidson, 
. p.203 
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advantages of t h i s a r e , an intimate connection w i t h Pompey 
and, i f I l i k e , w i t h Caesar too, r e c o n c i l i a t i o n w i t h my 
enemies, peace w i t h the populace, and ease i n my o l d age. " ̂ 1 

C i c e r o , however, would have nothing to do with the c o a l 
i t i o n . He saw w i t h alarm the union of these "three u n b r i d l e d 

( p) 

men," v < w and he f e l t c e r t a i n that i t augured no good fo r the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n . Caesar, to him stood f o r a l l that was rash 
and i l l e g a l ; Crassus he despised; Pompey'.s weaknesses and the 
power that Caesar was bound to exert over him, he f u l l y rea
l i z e d . He f e l t that i f he supported the measures of such a 
t r i o , he would be f a l s e to the "good cause." And so he 
turned from Caesar and the proposed "Quattuorvirate" became 
a "Triumvirate." Surely Cicero could not .have given a surer 
proof of h i s p a t r i o t i s m and h i s u t t e r l a c k of s e l f - s e e k i n g 
personal ambition. 

Caesar came i n t o o f f i c e as consul oil the f i r s t of Jan
uary, 59 B.C., and immediately set out to carry through the 
programme of the Triumvirate. At the outset he wished to 
appear as moderate and c o n s i t i t u t i o n a l as p o s s i b l e , thus l e s 
sening the h o s t i l i t y of the Senate and securing to some degree 
i t s s i l e n c e ; or, i f he f a i l e d i n t h a t , he would force the 
Senate to make.the f i r s t h o s t i l e move, thus p u t t i n g himself 
on the defensive and making the Senate the aggressor. So 
he submitted to i t an a g r a r i a n b i l l designed to provide f o r 
PompeyTs veterans and c e r t a i n needy c i t i z e n s . The admini-

" (1) Ad A t t . I I , 3,3 (2) Ad A t t . . I I , 9,£ 



s t r a t i o n of the b i l l was to be entrusted to twenty commis
s i o n e r s . He declared himself ready to l i s t e n ' t o suggestions 
and amendments. The f i e r c e o p p o s i t i o n of h i s colleague Bibu-
l u s and the Senate, under Cato, gave Caesar an excuse f o r 
submitting h i s b i l l s i n f u t u r e to the people i n s t e a d . The 
consulship of " J u l i u s and Caesar"^ ̂  ^ had i n t r u t h begun. 
Caesar shrewdly l e d Pompey to declare that i f others took 

i 2) 

arms against the b i l l , he would support i t w i t h arms. 
Caesar gained h i s end, the passing of the b i l l , but the odium 
attached to the whole a f f a i r f e l l on Pompey. He passed a 
second b i l l confirming Pompey's acts i n A s i a , and another 
reducing by a t h i r d the .payment to be made by the p u b l i c a n i 
f o r the taxes of A s i a . So by the end of February he had 
f u l f i l l e d h i s promises to both Pompey and Crassus. This l a t 
ter, measure served the a d d i t i o n a l purpose of binding the' 
wealthy c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s of Rome s t i l l c l o s e r to the Trium
v i r a t e . At the cost of securing the r e c o g n i t i o n of• Ptolemy 
Auletes as k i n g of Egypt, Caesar provided himself and his, 
confederates w i t h ample funds. He no longer looked to Egypt 
as a base of operations but rather to Gaul, so he could 
a f f o r d to toss Egypt back to Ptolemy. One law that Caesar 
passed won praise even from Cicero--the "Lex J u l i a de Repe-
tund i s , " the law against e x t o r t i o n i n the provinces. 

Both Pompey and Crassus had been s a t i s f i e d , and now he 
turned to h i s own i n t e r e s t s . The "Lex Yatinia", proposed and 

(1) Suet. 20-2; Dio 38,82 (2) P l u t . Pompey, 47; P l u t . 
Caesar, 14 



-53-

c a r r i e d i n the Assembly, "by P. V a t i n i u s , assigned to Caesar 
the combined provinces of C i s a l p i n e Gaul and I l l y r i c u m , and 
the command of three l e g i o n s f o r f i v e years, dating from 
March 59. This had been c a r r i e d i n o p p o s i t i o n to the Senate's 
w i l l , and now, when Transalpine Gaul became vacant on the 
death of M e t e l l u s C e l e r , to avoid g i v i n g the i n i t i a t i v e i n t o 
the hands of the Assembly, the Senate', at Pompey's suggestion, 
added to Caesar£s provinces Transalpine Gaul and a f o u r t h 
l e g i o n . 

So f a r Cicero had kept h i s peace. He had sat.back and 
had given Caesar every opportunity, hoping against hope that 
w i t h Pompey at h i s side he would be held i n check. Caesar 
r e a l i z e d that now that he had shown h i s hand he might expect 
a c t i v e o p p o s i t i o n from C i c e r o . Some c o n t r o l must be found 
over him, and i n Clodius he found the check he was l o o k i n g 
for.-. Clodius had hated Cicero ever since he had given e v i 
dence against him. He vowed vengeance and was now t a k i n g 
steps to be made a plebeian so as to be e l i g i b l e f o r the 
t r i b u n a t e . On the other hand he was under o b l i g a t i o n to both 
Caesar and Crassus f o r t h e i r support of him i n h i s t r i a l . A 
check on Cicero-was i n Caesar's hands. I f Cicero opposed 
him, he, as P o n t i f e x Maximus, could secure Clodius' adoption 
i n t o a p l e b e i a n f a m i l y and allow Clodius to avenge himself on 
Cicero. The next move, as f a r as Caesar was concerned, was 
up to C i c e r o . 

The t r i a l of G'aius Antonius set i n motion the events 
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whieh were e v e n t u a l l y to l e a d to Cicero's e x i l e . Cicero 
undertook the defense of h i s former colleague, and i n the 
course of the t r i a l u t t e r e d some' complaints of the times, and 
the'"oppression of the Republic. The account of the whole 
a f f a i r was c a r r i e d at once to Caesar, and three hours l a t e r 
Caesar had c a l l e d an Assembly of the people and Clodius had 
been t r a n s f e r r e d to the plebeians. Pompey as augur a s s i s t e d , 

way 
In h i s weak/he t r i e d to protect C i c e r o , by exacting from 
Clodius a promise not to at t a c k C i c e r o . Whatever value 
Pompey placed i n C l o d i u s ' promises, no one e l s e , at any r a t e , 
considered them other than as they w e r e — w o r t h l e s s . Cicero 
w r i t e s to A t t i c u s , "He declares Clodius w i l l not say a word 
against me, but there he i s deceiving himself not me. M^' 

Caesar's warning was p l a i n . The trib u n a t e was open* to 
Clodius, and tribune Caesar resolved he would be, i f Cicero 
continued h i s o p p o s i t i o n . How he f e l t f ree to proceed with 
h i s other a f f a i r s . In A p r i l he brought forward a second land 
b i l l , or ra t h e r an extension of the f i r s t , which aroused even 
greater r e s i s t a n c e . I t provided f o r the d i s t r i b u t i o n of the 
p u b l i c e s t a t e s i n Campania. This would mecessitate the e v i c 
t i o n of the tenants already occupying the land, as w e l l as 

(2) 

causing a decrease i n the state revenues. This was a mea
sure dreaded by Cicero and other conservative statesmen. 
The commission of twenty was to ca r r y out the p r o v i s i o n s of 
the law, and although Caesar expressly excluded h i m s e l f , yet 

(1) Ad A t t . I I , 19,4 (2) Ad A t t . I I , 16,1 
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both Pompey and Crassus were to be members of the inner:com
mittee of f i v e . The law was c a r r i e d against a l l o p p o s i t i o n , 
and, to prevent r e p e a l , a clause was added, r e q u i r i n g a l l can
didates f o r o f f i c e to swear that they would not i n any way 
r e v i s e or r e p e a l the law. In d i s c u s s i n g t h i s p o i n t Cicero 
adds, "But i n the midst of t h i s tyranny d i s g u s t i s be
ginni n g to conquer f e a r , though i t s t i l l leaves the blankest 
despair everywhere."^ 

To strengthen h i s -.alliance w i t h Pompey, Caesar gave him 
h i s daughter J u l i a i n marriage, and him s e l f married Galpurnia, 
the daughter of L. Calpurnius P i s o Caesoninus, whom, together 
w i t h A. Gabinius, the Triumvirs had decided to make consuls 
f o r 58. Both the new union of Pompey w i t h Caesar , and the 
land Law thoroughly alarmed C i c e r o . W r i t i n g to A t t i c u s from 
Formiae, where he spent part of A p r i l and May, Cicero says: 
" I agree e n t i r e l y w i t h what you say i n your l e t t e r . The Pasha 
( i . e . Pompey) i s running amuck. We may a n t i c i p a t e anything: 
he i s quite c l e a r l y s e t t i n g up a tyranny. What el s e i s the 
meaning of t h i s sudden marriage-contract, of the proposals 
about the Campanian land, of t h i s r e c k l e s s expenditure of 
money? I f that were the end of i t , i t would be d i s a s t r o u s 
enough: but the nature of the case makes i t impossible that 
t h i s should be the end. These things i n themselves cannot 
p o s s i b l y give them any pleasure: and they would never have 

(2) 

taken t h i s step except as the f i r s t to other pernicious acts'.' 

(1) Ad A t t . I I , 18,2 . (.2) Ad A t t . I I , 17,1 
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The u t t e r h e l p l e s s n e s s o f everyone a g a i n s t the power o f 

the T r i u m v i r a t e now "became apparent t o a l l . Everyone who had 

opposed them had been c r u s h e d . The h a t r e d f e l t f o r the Trium

v i r s was becoming so u n i v e r s a l t h a t they were openly h i s s e d 

i n the t h e a t r e . "The t y r a n n y i s u n i v e r s a l l y d e t e s t e d ; 1 ^ 

y e t n o t h i n g , C i c e r o r e a l i z e d , c o u l d be done about i t withou.t 

c i v i l war. "We are hemmed i n on every s i d e ; y e t we do not „• 

r e b e l a t s e r v i t u d e , f e a r i n g d e a t h and e x i l e as though they 

are g r e a t e r e v i l s . Y e s , t h a t i s the p o s i t i o n , and though 

eve r y one groans about i t , not a v o i c e i s r a i s e d to r e l i e v e 

i t . " ( 2 ) " R e s i s t a n c e seems i m p o s s i b l e w i t h o u t bloodshed: nor 
( 3) 

can we see any o t h e r end to c o n c e s s i o n e x c e p t d e s t r u c t i o n . " * 1 

The u n p o p u l a r i t y o f the T r i u m v i r s w o r r i e d Caesar v e r y 

l i t t l e . A f t e r a l l , i t would f a l l most h e a v i l y on Pompey, and 

i n the end t h i s would be t o Caesar's advantage. An u n p o p u l a r 

Pompey l e f t b ehind was a f a r l e s s dangerous r i v a l . As f o r 

Caesar h i m s e l f , he had h i s army a l r e a d y c o l l e c t e d o u t s i d e the 

g a t e s of Rome and h i s command i n Gaul f o r f i v e y e a r s a s s u r e d . 

But w i t h Pomp.ey i t was o t h e r w i s e . H i s u n e a s i n e s s was 

g r o w i n g . I n the c o a l i t i o n he had g a i n e d what he had been see

k i n g , but he had not b a r g a i n e d f o r the l o s s o f h i s p o p u l a r i t y . 

C i c e r o watched him c l o s e l y , h o p i n g t h a t he might even y e t have 

a change of h e a r t and r e t u r n to him. I n a l e t t e r t o A t t i c u s 

he w r i t e s : "And so our f r i e n d , b e i n g unused to u n p o p u l a r i t y , 

(1) Ad A t t . I I , 21,1 (2) Ad A t t . I I , 18,1 
(3) Ad A t t . I I , 20,3 



and. h a v i n g always l i v e d i n an atmosphere of f l a t t e r y and 

g l o r y , d i s f i g u r e d i n p e r s o n and broken i n s p i r i t , does n ot 

know what, t o do w i t h h i m s e l f ; he sees t h a t to advance i s 

dangerous, t o r e t r e a t a c o n f e s s i o n of weakness: the r e s p e c 

t a b l e p a r t i e s are h i s enemies, the v e r y r i f f - r a f f not h i s 

f r i e n d s . Y e t see how s o r t - h e a r t e d I am. I c o u l d n o t r e s t r a i n 

my t e a r s , when I saw him on the t w e n t y - f i f t h o f J u l y d e l i v e r 

i n g a speech on the s u b j e c t o f the e d i c t s of B i b u l u s . He 

used t o c a r r y h i m s e l f w i t h such a l o f t y b e a r i n g , e n j o y i n g 

unbounded p o p u l a r i t y and u n i v e r s a l r e s p e c t : and now, how 

humble he was, how e a s t down, and what d i s c o n t e n t he aroused 

i n h i m s e l f as w e l l as i n h i s h e a r e r s . . . . . . I m y s e l f c o u l d not 

but f e e l p o i g n a n t g r i e f a t s e e i n g the i d o l on whose adornment 
' (1) 

I had l a v i s h e d a l l the c o l o u r s of my a r t suddenly disfigured'.' 

. Some time i n August a c u r i o u s p l o t was brought to l i g h t . 

1. V e t t i n s , who had t r i e d t o i m p l i c a t e Caesar i n the C a t i l i n -

a r i a n c o n s p i r a c y , now endeavoured t o persuade the younger 

C u r i o t o e n t e r a p l o t t o k i l l Pompey. When C u r i o and h i s 

f a t h e r r e p o r t e d the m a t t e r to the Senate, V e t t i u s o f f e r e d to. 

t u r n i n f o r m e r , s a y i n g t h a t the p l o t t o k i l l Pompey had been 

formed by s e v e r a l young n o b l e s . H i s a c c u s a t i o n s were found 

to be a b s u r d . He proved e q u a l l y clumsy on the n e x t day, when 

'Caesar brought him f o r w a r d and he proceeded t o accuse many of 

the most prominent members o f the S e n a t o r i a l p a r t y . He was 

soon put ..out of the way. The p l o t s e r v e d to alarm Pompey and 

(1) Ad A t t . I I , 21,3 
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to draw him f a r t h e r from the no "bies and c l o s e r to Caesar; and 
since the b e n e f i t of the whole a f f a i r f e l l on Caesar, we may 
i n f e r that he was responsible f o r i t . C i c e r o , himself accused 
by V e t t i u s , undoubtedly b e l i e v e d t h i s : "The view most gene
r a l l y held i s that i t was a put up j ob;"^ 1^ "That f e l l o w Vet
t i u s , my famous informer, promised Caesar, so f a r as we can 
see, that he would get some c r i m i n a l s u s p i c i o n thrown .on young 
C u r i o . " ^ 

And yet, however c l o s e l y Caesar was able to draw Pompey 
to hims e l f , he was w e l l aware that Cicero would seize the 
f i r s t opportunity a f t e r h i s departure to r e e s t a b l i s h the "har
mony of the orders," and draw Pompey i n t o an a l l i a n c e with 
them. I t became imperative, from Caesar's point of view, that 
Cicero should leave Rome. Caesar had already o f f e r e d him a 
place on the land-commission, and an honorary commission, a 
" l i b e r a . l e g a t i o t " to t r a v e l where he wished, and a -.post on 
h i s own s t a f f as "legatus" i n Gaul. No doubt the l a t t e r 
o f f e r was made by Caesar as much from a d e s i r e ' t o have C i c 
ero's companionship as from any p r a c t i c a l motive. Cicero 
could not accept any of these favours without s e l l i n g h i s 
s i l e n c e to Caesar, and so he refused them a l l . 

The t r i a l of L. V a l e r i u s Fla.ceus decided Caesar' s next 
step. Cicero had c l e a r l y shown that he would make no com
promises but would attack r e v o l u t i o n a r y measures as v i g o 
r o u s l y as he had attacked C a t i l i n e . The die was east. 

(1) Ad A t t . I I , 24,2 
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Gaesar f e l t h i m s e l f bound t o l e t C l o d i u s l o o s e . E v e r y t h i n g 

e l s e had f a i l e d . I n the n e s t months he bent a l l h i s e n e r g i e s 

t o secure the e l e c t i o n s oi\ October 18 o f P i s o and G a b i n i u s , 

the c r e a t u r e s of h i m s e l f and Pompey, and a m a j o r i t y of the 

t r i b u n e s . C l o d i u s was one o f t h e s e . 
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Chapter V 

CICERO'S EXILE-AMD RESTORATION, 58-57 B.C. 

C l o d i u s e n t e r e d on h i s t r i b u n e s h i p on the t e n t h o f De

cember, and l o s t no time i n b e g i n n i n g h i s a t t a c k on C i c e r o . 

A f t e r making s e v e r a l p r o p o s a l s t o w i n p o p u l a r f a v o u r , he 

brought i n a b i l l t h a t "anyone who had put Roman c i t i z e n s 
(1) 

t o d eath w i t h o u t t r i a l s h o u l d be f o r b i d d e n f i r e and water'J'V ' 

C i c e r o was not named i n the b i l l , but everyone knew t h a t i t 

was l e v e l l e d a t him. He a t once put on mourning and com

mended h i m s e l f to the p e o p l e . The S e n a t o r s , K n i g h t s , and 

o t h e r f r i e n d s o f C i c e r o ' s s i g n i f i e d t h e i r sympathy by l i k e 

w i s e g o i n g i n mourning, but the new c o n s u l s , G a b i n i u s and 

P i s o , by e d i c t o r d e r e d them t o resume t h e i r o r d i n a r y d r e s s . 

C l o d i u s w i t h h i s gangs c o n t r o l l e d the s t r e e t s and went about 

d e c l a r i n g t h a t he had the a p p r o v a l 'of the T r i u m v i r s . He 

c a l l e d a meeting o u t s i d e the g a t e s , s.o t h a t Caesar, who had 

not y e t l e f t f o r G a u l , might be p r e s e n t . On b e i n g c a l l e d 

upon f o r h i s o p i n i o n , Caesar d e c l a r e d t h a t i n h i s judgment 

C i c e r o had a c t e d i l l e g a l l y i n e x e c u t i n g L e n t u l u s and the . 

(1) " S e l e c t l e t t e r s , " Notes, W. W. How, p.48 
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other c o n s p i r a t o r s , but that he d i d not approve of punishing 
anyone f o r events so long past. His r e p l y served i t s pur-
pose. He d i d not order C l o d i u s , as he could have done, to 

°v 

cease h i s persecutions of C i c e r o , and yet:;he"' l e f t the ;way 
open f o r any move he himself might l a t e r wish to make w i t h 
respect to C i c e r o . A f t e r Cicero had been s u f f i c i e n t l y hum
ble d , Caesar could r e c a l l him and so force him, out of gra
t i t u d e to h i s s i d e . Throughout Caesar's l i f e a l l h i s moves 
wi t h regard to Cicero were motivated by the des i r e f o r an 
a l l i a n c e with him; and i t i s more than l i k e l y that on t h i s 
occasion such was h i s i n t e n t i o n . When Cicero appealed to 
Pompey, Pompey declared that since he was a p r i v a t e c i t i z e n 
he could act only at the consuls* request. The consuls 
showed t h e i r u n w i l l i n g n e s s to help by r e t o r t i n g that every 
man must look a f t e r h i m s e l f . 

Many of Cicero's f r i e n d s were f o r r e s o r t i n g to f o r c e . 
They knew he would have the Senate, and the Knights, and the 
whole of the country population i n I t a l y on h i s s i d e . But 
even i f they could have been c o l l e c t e d i n time to withstand 
Caesar's army, Cicero would not have allowed i t . He . s t i l l 
c a r r i e d w i t h him h i s e a r l y horror of c i v i l war and he pre-
f e r r e d to go i n t o e x i l e r a t h e r than S a c r i f i c e the l i v e s of 
h i s fellow-countrymen. Hortensius and f i n a l l y Cato advised 
him to r e t i r e from the c i t y , t h i n k i n g that i t would be a mat
ter of only a few days before he would r e t u r n i n triumph. 
Cato himself was obliged to leave soon f o r Cyprus on a 
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oommiss'ion of Cl o d i u s ' , which he f e l t in--honour bound to 
accept. He would therefore not be i n Some to stand by 
Ci c e r o . 

Once more Cicero appealed to Pompey and begged him to 
a i d him as he had promised repeatedly, but Pompey c o l d l y 
r e j e c t e d him. W r i t i n g l a t e r of t h i s i n c i d e n t , Cicero says 
to A t t i c u s , "He would not even give me a,helping hand, when 
I threw myself at h i s f e e t , d e c l a r i n g he could do nothing 
against Caesar's w i l l . " ^ ̂  The Senators and Knights t r i e d 
i n v a i n to induce the consuls to put a stop to Clo d i u s ' 
a g i t a t i o n s . I t was c l e a r that only c i v i l war might a v a i l 
against the gangs of C l o d i u s . 

A f t e r the blow dealt::by::Pompey, Cicero f e l t that nothing 
was worth f i g h t i n g f o r , and at the end of March l e f t I t a l y . 
On the very day he l e f t Clodius c a r r i e d h i s b i l l 'and brought 
forward another d e c l a r i n g that Cicero was now outlawed and 
forbidden to l i v e w i t h i n four or f i v e hundred miles of I t a l y . 
S h o r t l y afterwards Caesar l e f t f o r Gaul, secure i n the know
ledge that both Cicero and Cato were s i l e n c e d . 

The question of Cicero's conduct i n e x i l e need not 
concern us here. Very few f i n d i t i n t h e i r hearts to pardon 
him. Too many recount h i s expressions of g r i e f and despair, 
h i s s e l f - r e p r o a c h e s , and proceed to show how unable he was 
to bear a d v e r s i t y , how unmanly he showed himself i n h i s 
g r i e f , and how cowardly i n wishing to take h i s own l i f e ; yet 

(1) Ad A t t . X, 4,3 
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the same w r i t e r s are w i l l i n g t o e x t o l Cato to the s k i e s and 

to admit t h a t t o the a n c i e n t s s u i c i d e was re g a r d e d i n a v e r y 

d i f f e r e n t ' l i g h t from today. These c r i t i c s i n s i s t on j u d g i n g 

C i c e r o a c c o r d i n g t o the s t a n d a r d s o f an Englishman, or a 

s t o i c such as Cato, or a man l i k e Caesar, r a t h e r t h a n a c c o r 

d i n g t o the s t a n d a r d s o f modern I t a l i a n s . I n h i s u n r e s t 

r a i n e d o u t b u r s t s o f j o y and g r i e f C i c e r o had much of the 

temperament o f the p e o p l e s of p r e s e n t - d a y Southern Europe. 

T h i s same g r i e f he d i s p l a y e d a t every- p a r t i n g w i t h h i s b r o 

t h e r and w i t h A t t i c u s . A l l h i s l i f e c e n t r e d on Rome, and 

s e p a r a t i o n from Rome was as unendurable t o him as s e p a r a t i o n 

from London was t o Dr. Johnson. To the average Roman ab

sence from Rome was a d e p r i v a t i o n , and t o C i c e r o , w i t h h i s 

i n t e n s e l o v e of the c i t y , i t was a c a l a m i t y . The v e r y ex

t e n t of h i s l o v e f o r h i s f a m i l y , f r i e n d s , and c o u n t r y , made 

the l o s s of them a l l the more b i t t e r . " I am not one of those 

to whom a l l t h i n g s are i n d i f f e r e n t ; but l o v e m y s e l f and my 

f r i e n d s , as our common humanity r e q u i r e s ; and he who, f o r 

the p u b l i c good, p a r t s w i t h what he h o l d s the d e a r e s t , g i v e s 

the h i g h e s t p r o o f o f - l o v e t o h i s c o u n t r y . " ^ 

C i c e r o had no sooner l e f t I t a l y and h i s f r i e n d s a t 

home had t h o r o u g h l y awakened t o the s e r i o u s n e s s of h i s p l i g h t 

t han they began t o b e s t i r themselves i n e f f e c t i n g h i s r e s 

t o r a t i o n . The menace of Caesar's army had been removed and 

people now f e l t f r e e r to ex p r e s s t h e i r d i s a p p r o v a l . About 

t h i s time an i n c i d e n t o c c u r r e d which i n i t s i s s u e was most 

(1) Pro Dom. 37. " L i f e o f V i c e r o y M i d d l e t o n , V o l . I , p . 3 1 2 
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fortunate f o r C i c e r o . C l o d i u s , gr own bolder with success, 
took matters i n t o h i s own hands and f r e e d Tigraries, a cap
t i v e of Pompey. This a f f r o n t at C l o d i u s 1 hands was more than 
Pompey could bear, and When f i g h t a f t e r f i g h t followed i n 
the s t r e e t s of Rome, and h i s l i f e was i n serious danger, he 
shut himself up i n h i s house f o r the r e s t of the year. The 
r e s u l t of i t a l l was that Pompey began to favour Cicero's 
r e c a l l . He saw an opportunity of revenging himself on Clo
dius and a l s o of i n g r a t i a t i n g h imself w i t h the Senate and 
people of Rome who were s o l i d l y behind C i c e r o . Perhaps he 
was i n f l u e n c e d a l s o by some tenderer f e e l i n g s towards Cicero 
and shame f o r h i s treatment of him. But before he could do 
anything he must f i r s t secure Caesar's consent. How strong 
was the hold Caesar had on Pompey, when Pompey, who never 
f o r , a moment thought of himself as other than the f i r s t of 
the Triumvirs, f e l t he could not proceed without Caesar's 
sanction, and would admit as much to Varrb!^ ^ 

The f i r s t e f f o r t i n June on the part of Hunnius the 
tribune to r e c a l l him was f r u s t r a t e d by C l o d i u s , Of the new 
c o n s u l s - e l e c t , P. Cornelius Lentulus was Cicero's warm f r i e n d , 
and Q. M e t e l l u s Hepos, though not a f r i e n d , yet was under the 
influence of Pompey. Two b i l l s i n J u l y and October, Clodius 
again obstructed by f o r c e . S e s t i u s , a t r i b u n e , made two 
journeys to Caesar on behalf of Ci c e r o . The f i r s t , probably 
i n August, was unsuccessful, but on h i s second, l a t e i n 

• (1) Ad A t t . I l l , 18,1 
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lovember, lie met wi t h greater success, though Caesar's eon-
sent seems to have been conditioned. No doubt, Clodius' 
attacks on the l e g a l i t y of Caesar's acts had i n f l u e n c e d 
Caesar not a l i t t l e . , 

In January 57 Lentulus entered o f f i c e and at once began 
to urge Cicero's r e c a l l . Pompey openly declared himself i n 
favour of i t . When some suggested that there was no need 
f o r a law, Pompey r e p l i e d that to prevent a l l trouble a 
decree should be p a s s e d — a Tiew quite i n accordance with 
Cicero's own. I t was not c a r r i e d , however, f o r Cl o d i u s ' 
gangs, which c o n t r o l l e d the s t r e e t s of Rome, were strong 
enough to prevent the passage of the b i l l . But the un i v e r 
s a l hatred f o r C l o d i u s ' and h i s b l o c k i n g of a l l e f f o r t s . t o 
r e s t o r e Cicero only increased the r e s o l u t i o n of the Senate 
and people. The Senate decided to c a l l upon a l l the people 
of I t a l y to come to Cicero's a s s i s t a n c e . Pompey at t h i s 
time was at Capua and. presided over the passing of a decree 
there i n Cicero's honour. He a l s o v i s i t e d a l l the neigh
bouring c o l o n i e s and towns, making arrangements f o r the 
general assemblage at Rome. On the t w e n t y - f i f t h of May, i n 
the Senate, Pompey renewed the motion f o r r e c a l l i n g C i c e r o , 
and i n the course of h i s speech a t t r i b u t e d to him the honour, 
of having saved h i s country. On the next day he went even 
f u r t h e r i n h i s p r a i s e , and begged the Senate, on h i s account, 
to r e c a l l C i c e r o . 

Caesar was a l l the while as eager as Pompey, but he 



f e l t t h a t he c o u l d not p r e s s f o r C i c e r o ' s r e s t o r a t i o n w i t h 

out some guarantee t h a t h i s o p p o s i t i o n t o h i m s e l f s h o u l d 

cease. P r o b a b l y about t h i s time Q u i n t u s C i c e r o i n t e r v e n e d , 

p l e d g i n g h i s word f o r a change o f p o l i c y on the p a r t of h i s 

b r o t h e r Marcus. Caesar c o u l d now urge on h i s r e c a l l . Even 

w i t h o u t any move from Q u i n t u s , Caesar would w i t h o u t doubt 

have j o i n e d w i t h Pompey. To h o l d out a g a i n s t a l l I t a l y 

would g a i n him n o t h i n g ; whereas to take a l e a d i n g p a r t i n 

r e c a l l i n g C i c e r o c o u l d n o t h e l p but secure a measure o f 

g r a t i t u d e from C i c e r o . The enormous d e m o n s t r a t i o n s on 

C i c e r o ' s b e h a l f would make Caesar doubly determined to w i n 

over a man who had b e h i n d him a l l the f i n e r element o f Rome's 

p o p u l a t i o n . E v e n t s f o l l o w e d s w i f t l y a f t e r Caesar's d e c i s i o n , 

and on August 4, a t one of t h e l a r g e s t g a t h e r i n g s ever assem

b l e d i n Rome, C i c e r o was r e c a l l e d by the unanimous vo t e o f 

a l l the c e n t u r i e s . I t i s r a t h e r f i t t i n g t h a t one o f the, l a s t 

f r e e a c t s o f the people o f I t a l y was on b e h a l f o f the l a s t 

g r e a t R e p u b l i c a n . 

I n a l l l i t e r a t u r e and h i s t o r y no g r e a t e r t e s t i m o n y can 

be found t o C i c e r o ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e and the esteem i n w h i c h 

he was h e l d by h i s c o n t e m p o r a r i e s , i n s p i t e o f e v e r y t h i n g 

t h a t h i s l a t e r d e t r a c t o r s have s a i d . Few men, i f any, have 

ev e r r e c e i v e d g r e a t e r . To have so i n f l a m e d an e n t i r e country, 

to have brought the people f l o c k i n g from a l l p a r t s of I t a l y , 

t o have h e l d up a l l the a f f a i r s o f Rome w h i l e k i n g s a w a i t e d 

the i s s u e , i s s u r e l y a t r i u m p h u n s u r p a s s e d i n the h i s t o r y 
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of man, and one which should hare been an eternal bulwark 

against the petty minds of carping c r i t i c s . 
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Ghapter VI 

CICERO FROM HIS RESTORATION TO THE 
CONFERENCE OF LUCA, 57-56 B.C. 

C i c e r o ' s r e t u r n t o Rome was a t r i u m p h a l p r o g r e s s . 

Everywhere he went the people t u r n e d out i n throngs t o g r e e t 

him. I t was t r u l y , as C i c e r o a f t e r w a r d s d e c l a r e d , "not a 

r e t u r n from e x i l e , but an as c e n t i n t o h e a v e n . " ^ 1 1 I n e x p r e s 

s i n g h i s thanks t o the Senate f o r h i s r e s t o r a t i o n , he s i n g l e d 

out Pompey as one of those t o whom he was most d e e p l y i n 

debted. As a f u r t h e r p r o o f of h i s g r a t i t u d e he l a i d the 

f o r m a l motion b e f o r e the House t h a t Pompey be a p p o i n t e d t o 

d e a l w i t h the c o r n s h o r t a g e . Pompey was t o have the c o n t r o l 

of the c o r n s u p p l y over the whole w o r l d f o r f i v e y e a r s , 

as w e l l as p r o - c o n s u l a r imperium and f i f t e e n l e g a t e s . C i c 

e ro's p r o p o s a l was d i c t a t e d not al o n e by g r a t i t u d e , but by 

a c o n t i n u a t i o n of the p o l i c y he had begun t e n y e a r s b e f o r e , 

when he s u p p o r t e d the M a n i l i a n law g i v i n g Pompey s i m i l a r 

powers. C i c e r o r e t u r n e d from e x i l e f u l l y d etermined t o 

bend a l l h i s e f f o r t s to r e s t o r e the R e p u b l i c , by u n i t i n g 

Pompey w i t h the Optimates. 

(1) P r o Pom. £8 
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Th e proposal was carried, but not without much grumbling 
on the part of the n o b i l i t y . Many of them were r e s o l u t e l y 
opposed to the g r a n t i n g of e x c e p t i o n a l power to anyone 
and most of a l l to Pompey. They could not r e a l i z e that w i t h 
him l a y t h e i r only safeguard against Caesar. Pompey himself 
was not s a t i s f i e d , f o r to him Cicero's proposal must have 
seemed m i l d i n comparison w i t h Messius', g i v i n g him an army 
and f l e e t and supreme imperium over a l l p r o v i n c i a l governors. 
And so the r e a l aim of Cicero's proposal, the r e c o n c i l i a t i o n 
of Pompey wit h the Republican party, was not achieved, but 
seemed f a r t h e r o f f than ever. As a token of h i s g r a t i t u d e 
to Caesar, Cicero supported a vote of f i f t e e n days' thanks
g i v i n g i n honour of Caesar's r e a l l y splendid achievements 
i n Gaul. 

Por Cicero h i m s e l f , a f f a i r s were not progressing so 
favourably. Even i n September, a few weeks a f t e r h i s r e t u r n , 
he w r i t e s to A t t i c u s : "Already those who took my part i n 
my e x i l e are beginning to f e e l annoyance at my presence, 
though they d i s g u i s e i t , and to envy me without even ta k i n g 
the trouble to d i s g u i s e t h a t . " ^ The jealousy of the a r i s 
t o c r a t s prevented them from making f u l l r e s t i t u t i o n to 
Cicero f o r h i s l o s s e s . To A t t i c u s he says: "The f a c t i s , : 
my dear Pomponius, that those very same men who Cut my wings 

(2) 

do not wish them to grow a g a i n . n X J Cicero's e f f o r t s to 
r e e s t a b l i s h a party were to no a v a i l . Many of the Senators 

(1) Ad A t t . IV, 1,8 (2) Ad A t t . IV, 2,5 
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were enemies of Cicero; the Equites, though personally with 
Cicero, yet p o l i t i c a l l y were with the Triumvirs and against 
the Senate; and Pompey was thoroughly unpopular. A l l the 
forces of the state were'divided and p r a c t i c a l l y isolated 
from one another, so interested was each i n i t s own ends. 
"The l o y a l party seems to have vanished out of existence."^^ 

Early i n 56 B.C. an: incident occurred which threatened 
to "bring matters to a head. Ptolemy Auletes sought the Sen
ate's aid i n restoring him to his kingdom. Pompey at once 
saw an opportunity to strengthen himself i n Egypt, as Caesar 
and Crassus had t r i e d to i n 65 and 63. Lentulus Spinther, 
who had dome so much for Cicero, also wished the commission, 
and Cicero f e l t bou&ud to support him. The Senate, dither 
from fear or jealousy of Pompey, 'determined that Pompey must 
not. he allowed an army. In the S i b y l l i n e books forbidding 
the employment of a "multitude," they found a ready pretext. 
The Senate was driving Pompey farther and farther from i t s e l f ; 
the more extreme Optimates went even so far as to court Clo
dius, and to encourage him i n his abusive attacks on Pompey.. 
When Pompey rose to speak on February 6, he was greeted with 
outcries from Clodius' gangs that Crassus, not Pompey should 
restore the king. Pompey t o l d Cicero that Clodius and Cras-

( 2) 
sus were p l o t t i n g against his l i f e . The old hatred bet
ween Pompey and Crassus had broken out again. 

(1) Ad At t . IV, 3,2 (2) Ad Quintem Fratrem, I I , 3,4 



In s p i t e of the f a c t that " the people were a l l but 

w h o l l y a l i e n a t e d , the n o b i l i t y h o s t i l e , the Senate i l l - a f f e c 

t e d , and the younger men corrupt , . "^^^ C i c e r o began to see a 

f a i n t ray of hope. Caesar was away, and Pompey and Crassus 

were b i t t e r enemies. In the t r i a l of S e s t i u s , C a e s a r ' s t o o l 

P u b l i u s V a t i n i u s gave evidence aga ins t h im, w h i l e Pompey 

supported S e s t i u s w i t h a g lowing t e s t i m o n i a l to h i s charac

t e r . Pompey and Caesar c l e a r l y were not u n i t e d i n t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t s . Not only were there s igns that the T r i u m v i r a t e 

was b r e a k i n g up but a l s o that t h e i r power was d i m i n i s h i n g . 

The e l e c t i o n s had not gone i n t h e i r f a v o u r , and L . Domitius 

Ahenobarbus, who would be a candidate i n the f o l l o w i n g y e a r , 

was openly d e c l a r i n g h i s i n t e n t i o n of r e c a l l i n g Caesar . 

The t r i b u n e Lupus on December 10,57 had r a i s e d the q u e s t i o n 

of Caesar ' s Campanlan l a n d b i l l , and had made s e v e r a l t h r u s t s 

at Caesar , at the same time a p p e a l i n g to Pompey and p r a i s i n g 

C i c e r o . Cato was on h i s way home, ready to c a r r y on h i s 

o p p o s i t i o n to the T r i t i m v i r a t e . C i c e r o r e s o l v e d to make one 

l a s t attempt to rouse the s l u g g i s h minds of the Senators and 

awaken thera to the need of u n i t i n g a l l t h e i r f o r c e s aga ins t 

Caesar . 

On A p r i l 5 he proposed that on the f i f t e e n t h of May the 

q u e s t i o n of the Campanian l a n d should be brought f o r w a r d . 

This was a d i r e c t a t t a c t on C a e s a r ' s l e g i s l a t i o n . C i c e r o 

had taken the l e a d ; i t was the.- duty of the R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y 

(1) Ad Quintem Fratrem, I I , 3 , 4 
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t o f o l l o w him. The p r o p o s a l was g r e e t e d w i t h shouts of ap

p l a u s e . Even Pompey was not d i s p l e a s e d . Many s i n c e r e l y 

r e j o i c e d f o r the R e p u b l i c ' s sake, but o t h e r s o f the opposing 
't 

f a c t i o n r e j o i c e d o n l y because they saw t h a t "Pompey would be 

d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h C i c e r o , and t h a t Caesar would be h o s t i l e 

to h i m . ^ To plague C i c e r o s t i l l f u r t h e r they openly c o u r 

t e d C l o d i u s and made much of him. Eyen the b e t t e r element, 

as though i n f e c t e d by the g e n e r a l c o r r u p t n e s s and baseness of 

i t s l e a d e r s , d i d not r e s o l u t e l y s t a n d b e h i n d him but l a p s e d 

i n t o i n d o l e n c e . C i c e r o w r i t e s to A t t i c u s : "You would h a r d l y 

b e l i e v e the t r e a c h e r y of our l e a d e r s , as they want t o be and 

would be, i f they had any honour, I knew f u l l w e l l how they 

had t a k e n me i n , abandoned me and c a s t me o f f . S t i l l I r e 

s o l v e d t o s t i c k t o them, . i n p o l i t i c s . But they have proved 

the. same as e v e r . " v , w : ; .-. : v'-.r •• *v. :: 

Up i n G a u l , Caesar was becoming r e a l l y alarmed over the 

r e p o r t s t h a t were coming to him. I f C i c e r o c o u l d secure pom

pey' s a l l i a n c e , and h i s a t t a c k on the Campanian l a n d law was 

s u c c e s s f u l , he would be sure t o f o l l o w i t up w i t h an a t t a c k 

on the v a t i n i a n law, and t h i s would l a y the way open f o r 

D o m i t i u s Ahenobarbus t o propose Caesar's r e c a l l . Two more 

y e a r s would f i n i s h h i s term and he had n o t y e t begun t o 

a c c o m p l i s h h i s o b j e c t i v e s . He had no w i s h y e t to break w i t h 

Pompey, i f f o r no o t h e r r e a s o n , t h a n f o r h i s daughter J u l i a ' s 

sake, who was d e v o t e d l y a t t a c h e d to b o t h . Caesar had a l r e a d y 

(1) Ad Earn. I , 9,10 (E) Ad A t t . IV, 5,1 



- 7 3 -

summoned Crassus to Ravenna, and they then invited Pompey to 
meet them at Luca. In A p r i l , 56, the meeting of the three 
took place, and once more Caesar was able to reconcile the 
two by giving them what the Republican party refused them. 
It was decided that Pompey and Crassus were to be consuls 
again i n 55, and a f t e r w a r d s ; ? , e a c h was'to have a five year pro
v i n c i a l governorship, Pompey i n the two Spains,-and Crassus 
i n Syria. Caesar's own command was to be prolonged another 
f i v e years. 

. Cicero, the only formidable opposition, must again be 
d e a l t with and Pompey, for the second time, betrayed him to 
Caesar. He met Quintus Cicero a few days l a t e r and. instruc
ted Mm to silence his brother, or else Pompey and Caesar 
would be obliged to exact the pledges Quintus had given on 
.Marcus' behalf. Pompey also reminded him of a l l the Trium
virate had done for both. Wishing to make doubly sure of 
success, Pompey sent a messenger to Cicero instructing him 
t o await his return before committing himself. Quintus wrote 
his brother and informed him of a l l Pompey had said, no doubt 
playing on\his feelings and reproaching Marcus for hindering 
his advancement by f a i l i n g to f a l l i n with the Triumvirate. 
Very l i k e l y Terentia spoke her mind as w e l l ; and since a l l 
hope of material prosperity lay with Pompey and Caesar and 
l i t t l e w i t h - the^Republicans,tthereiis -hot much doubt which 
side Terentia and Quintus would favour. 

In a l e t t e r two years l a t e r to Lentulus Spinther, Cicero 
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g i v e s h i s reasons f o r s u b m i t t i n g t o Caesar: " I f I had. seem 

the R e p u b l i c i n the hands of bad or p r o f l i g a t e c i t i z e n s , as 

we know happened d u r i n g the supremacy of C i n n a , and on some 

other o c c a s i o n s , I s h o u l d not under the p r e s s u r e , I don't 

say of rewards, w h i c h are the l a s t t h i n g s to i n f l u e n c e me, 

but even of danger, by which, a f t e r a l l , the b r a v e s t men are 

moved, have a t t a c h e d m y s e l f to t h e i r p a r t y , not even i f t h e i r 

s e r v i c e s to me had been of the v e r y h i g h e s t k i n d . As i t i s , 

s e e i n g t h a t the l e a d i n g statesman i n the R e p u b l i c was Pompey, 

a man who had g a i n e d t h i s power and renown by theomost emi

nent s e r v i c e s to the s t a t e and the most g l o r i o u s achievements, 

and one o f whose p o s i t i o n I had been, a s u p p o r t e r from my 'youth 

up, and i n my p r a e t o r s h i p and c o n s u l s h i p an a c t i v e promoter 

a l s o , and s e e i n g t h a t t h i s same statesman had a s s i s t e d me, i n 

h i s own p e r s o n by the w e i g h t of h i s i n f l u e n c e and the e x p r e s 

s i o n of h i s o p i n i o n , and, i n c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h you, by h i s 

c o u n s e l s and z e a l , and t h a t he r e g a r d e d my enemy as h i s own 

supreme enemy i n the s t a t e - - I d i d not t h i n k t h a t I need f e a r 

the r e p r o a c h of i n c o n s i s t e n c y , i f i n some of my- s e n a t o r i a l 

v o t e s I somewhat changed my s t a n d p o i n t , and c o n t r i b u t e d my 

z e a l to the p r o m o t i o n of the d i g n i t y o f a most d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

man, and one t o whom I am under the h i g h e s t o b l i g a t i o n s . InL 

t h i s s e n t i m e n t I had n e c e s s a r i l y to i n c l u d e Caesar, as you 

see, f o r t h e i r p o l i c y and p o s i t i o n were i n s e p a r a b l y u n i t e d . 

Here I was g r e a t l y i n f l u e n c e d by two t h i n g s — t h e o l d f r i e n d 

s h i p w h i c h you know t h a t T and my b r o t h e r Q u i n tus have had 



-75-

w i t h C a e s a r , and h i s own k i n d n e s s and l i b e r a l i t y , o f w h i c h 

we have r e c e n t l y had c l e a r and u n m i s t a k a b l e e v i d e n c e b o t h by 

h i s l e t t e r s and h i s p e r s o n a l a t t e n t i o n s . I was a l s o s t r o n g l y 

a f f e c t e d by t h e R e p u b l i c i t s e l f , w h i c h a p p e a r e d t o me t o 

demand, e s p e c i a l l y c o n s i d e r i n g C a e s a r ' s b r i l l i a n t s u c c e s s e s , 

t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be no q u a r r e l m a i n t a i n e d between t h e s e men, 

and i n d e e d t o f o r b i d i t i n the s t r o n g e s t manner p o s s i b l e . 

M o r e o v e r , w h i l e e n t e r t a i n i n g t h e s e f e e l i n g s , I was above a l l 

.shaken by t h e p l e d g e w h i c h Pompey had g i v e n f o r me t o C a e s a r , 

and my b r o t h e r t o P o m p e y . " ( 1 ) 

" I w o u l d w i s h y o u t o make, s u r e o f t h i s - - t h a t I s h o u l d 

have e n t e r t a i n e d the same s e n t i m e n t s , i f I had been s t i l l 

p e r f e c t l y u n c o m m i t t e d and f r e e t o c h o o s e . F o r I s h o u l d n o t 

have t h o u g h t i t r i g h t t o f i g h t a g a i n s t s u c h o v e r w h e l m i n g , 

power , n o r t o d e s t r o y the supremacy o f the most d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

c i t i z e n s , e v e n i f i t had been p o s s i b l e ; n o r , a g a i n , s h o u l d I 

have t h o u g h t m y s e l f bouirvd t o a b i d e by the same v i e w , when 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s were changed and the f e e l i n g s o f the l o y a l i s t s . 

a l t e r e d , b u t r a t h e r t o bow t o c i r c u m s t a n c e s . F o r the p e r s i s 

t e n c e i n the same v i e w has n e v e r been r e g a r d e d as a m e r i t i n 

men eminent f o r t h e i r g u i d a n c e o f the he lm o f s t a t e ; b u t as 

i n s t e e r i n g a s h i p one s e c r e t o f the a r t i s t o r u n b e f o r e the 

s t o r m , even 7 i f y o u c a n n o t make the h a r b o u r , y e t when y o u c a n 

do so by t a c k i n g a b o u t , i t i s f o l l y t o keep t o the c o u r s e y o u 

have begun r a t h e r t h a n by c h a n g i n g i t t o ' a r r i v e a l l the same 

(1) Ad Fam. I, 9,11 and I E . " C i c e r o and P l i n y , " W i l l i a m 
M e l m o t h , p.127 
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at the d e s t i n a t i o n yon d e s i r e ; so while we a l l ought i n the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the state to keep always i n view the object 
I have very f r e q u e n t l y mentioned, peace combined with d i g n i t y , 
we'are not bourvd always to use the same language, but to f i x o 
our eyes on the same object. Wherefore, as I l a i d down a 
l i t t l e while ago, i f I had had as free a hand as pos s i b l e i n 
everything, I should yet have been no other than I now am i n 
p o l i t i c s . "^"^ 

Cicero's d e t r a c t o r s accuse him of having deserted, of 
having .sold h i s p a r t y . They heap scorn on him much as Br own
ing i n h i s " l o s t Leader" reproached Wordsworth f o r having 
deserted the Revolutionary cause f o r the Conservative, because 
t h e i r minds, as was true of Browning's, i n t h i s instance, do. 
not move with the times, but remain s t a t i o n a r y with one view
p o i n t , f i x e d and unchanging. For Cicero d i d not desert h i s 
pa r t y , His party deserted him; even Pompey threw him over for 
Caesar. Had Cicero been able to r a l l y the whole force of the 
Republicans behind him, he would never f o r a moment have con
sidered a s s o c i a t i n g himself with.Caesar. Cicero's one purpose 
i n l i f e was the welfare of the s t a t e ; the course he took was 
determined by circumstances, sometimes the "short route," 
sometimes the "long route," but always the "long route" i f 
necessary, f o r to him the important c o n s i d e r a t i o n was the goal, 
the d e s t i n a t i o n . His d e t r a c t o r s , f o r the most par t , have had 
too narrow a v i s i o n to understand or sympathize with h i s 

(1) Ad.Fam. I , 9,SI. "Cicero and P l i n y , " W i l l i a m 
Melmoth, p.133 



- 7 7 -

l a r g e r v i e w . He was n o t , as many have asserted... a Democrat, 

then a R e p u b l i c a n , and then a C a e s a r i a n , but always a Roman, 

'With C i c e r o , c o u n t r y came b e f o r e p a r t y . He saw t h a t f o r the 

time b e i n g he c o u l d do n o t h i n g w i t h the R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y , and 

D y opposing the T r i u m v i r s s i n g l e - h a n d e d he would merely i n c e n s e 

them and perhaps goad them f a r t h e r than they, would ever go 

u n l e s s d r i v e n . He was l e f t alone;' and y e t an. i n a c t i v e r o l e 

was u t t e r l y f o r e i g n t o h i s n a t u r e . There was o n l y one hope--

to j o i n Caesar and Pompey, and t r y by wise guidance to check 

t h e i r r e c k l e s s c o u r s e . Caesar a t the time was away i n G a u l , 

p r o t e c t i n g Rome by d r i v i n g back the hordes o f f o r e i g n i n v a d e r s , 

and a d v a n c i n g her g l o r y and p r e s t i g e . Pompey, t o o , was absent 

on h i s c o r n commission. Both a s s u r e d l y were w o r k i n g f o r the 

good of the s t a t e , and they might y e t prove themselves cham

p i o n s o f the R e p u b l i c a n cause. I f C i c e r o c o u l d e f f e c t t h i s , 

any s a c r i f i c e he f e l t would be worth- w h i l e . 

On Fovember,14, 1884, l o r d Tennyson wrote t o the Prime 

M i n i s t e r , G l a d s t o n e , a d v i s i n g him to r e c o n s i d e r h i s f r a n c h i s e 

B i l l , and not to be rashJ; i n - r u s h i n g .-things, but to l o o k to the 

d i s t a n t g o a l , the f u t u r e , r a t h e r t h a n the immediate p r e s e n t - -

a d v i c e w h i c h Gladstone e v e n t u a l l y t o o k. I n the l e t t e r Tenny

son i n c l u d e d a poem wh i c h i s so s i m i l a r i n thought to C i c e r o ' s 

l e t t e r t o L e n t e l u s , t h a t i t i s w e l l worth q u o t i n g ; 
."Steersman, be not p r e c i p i t a t e i n t h i n e a c t 

Of s t e e r i n g , f o r the r i v e r h e r e , my f r i e n d , 
P a r t s i n two c h a n n e l s , moving to.one e n d — 
T h i s goes s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d t o the c a t a r a c t : 
That streams about the bend; . 
But tho' the c a t a r a c t seem 1 he nearer way, 
Whate'er the crowd on e i t h e r bank may say, 
Take thou the "bend," - ' t w i l l save thee many a day.*" 
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Ghapter VII 

LUCA TO CICERO'S PROVINCIAL GOVERNORSHIP, 56-51 B.C. 

The next few years were not happy ones f o r C i c e r o . He 
had determined on a course which he be l i e v e d to be r i g h t , and 
yet which was i n many respects d i s t a s t e f u l to him. Much that 
he was obliged to do was both h u m i l i a t i n g and repugnant to 
him. S h o r t l y a f t e r Luca, he wrote to A t t i c u s : "For what 
could be more shameful than the l i f e we are a l l l e a d i n g , es
p e c i a l l y myself? You, i n s p i t e of a p o l i t i c a l bent, have, 
avoided wearing any s p e c i a l yoke; yet you share the u n i v e r s a l 
bondage. But t h i n k of the s u f f e r i n g s I undergo, when I am 
taken f o r a l u n a t i c , i f I say what I ought about the s t a t e , 
f o r a s l a v e , i f I say what expediency d i c t a t e s , and f o r a 
cowed and h e l p l e s s bondsman, i f I h o l d my tongue. I s u f f e r 
as you may suppose, wi t h the added b i t t e r n e s s that I cannot 
show my g r i e f without seeming u n g r a t e f u l . W e i l l why shouldn't 
I.take a r e s t and f l e e to the haven of retirement? I haven't 
the chance. Then be i t war and camp. And so I must be a 
subaltern, a f t e r r e f u s i n g to be a c a p t a i n . So be i t . " ^ * ^ 
Though Cicero suffered much and hated many of the tasks he 

(1) Ad A t t . Iv, 6,1 
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w'as c a l l e d upon to perform, yet he b e l i e v e d he had chosen 
the r i g h t path and was determined to pursue i t . He was 

"One who never turned h i s "back but marched breast forward, 
l e v e r doubted clouds would break 
Sever dreamed, though r i g h t were worsted, wrong would triumph." 

The f i r s t step which Ci c e r o f e l t bound to take i n the 
path he had marked out f o r himself was to support a measure 
p r o v i d i n g f o r the payment of Caesar's four new l e g i o n s , and 
fo r the appointment of ten l e g a t e s . Soon afterwards, i n the 
debate over the provinces to .be assigned to the consuls of 
55, someone proposed that Caesar be r e c a l l e d to make way f o r 
next year's consuls. Cicero rose and d e l i v e r e d h i s o r a t i o n 
"De P r o v i n c i i s Consularibus," i n which he declared that f o r 
the good of Rome Caesar must not be r e c a l l e d ; he was doing i n 
Gaul what no one before had dared attempt, subduing the i n v e t 
erate enemy of Rome, the Gauls, and adding to Rome's domin
ions; a year or two more would complete h i s conquest of Gaul, 
and secure the permanent s a f e t y of Rome from i n v a s i o n from • 
the n o r t h . Cicero knew as w e l l as anyone the j u s t i c e of h i s 
pleas, and yet i t must have been a l i t t l e g a l l i n g to him to be 
obliged to undertake the defense of a man whom, only a few 
weeks before, he had prepared to at t a c k . One c o n s o l a t i o n he 
had however, was i n a t t a c k i n g P i s o and Gabinius, the s e r v i t o r s 
of Pompey and Caesar, and suggesting that they be the pr o v i n 
c i a l governors r e c a l l e d . The next few months witnessed the 
t r i a l of E. Cornelius Balbus, the f i r s t of a long s e r i e s 
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defended by Cicero at Pompey's and Caesar's wishes. The 
attack on Balbus was r e a l l y an attack on the Triumvirs, and 
during the course of h i s defense, Cicero had- occasion to speak 
very h i g h l y of Pompey.", and to strengthen the bond between 
himself and.the Triumvirs. 

The next year, 55 B.C., opened w i t h no consuls. However, 
Pompey and Crassus, i n accordance w i t h the arrangements of 
Luca,were soon e l e c t e d . By the grossest b r i b e r y they secured 
the e l e c t i o n as praetor of t h e i r agent V a t i n i u s over Cato the 
I n c o r r u p t i b l e . A f t e r b i t t e r d i s c u s s i o n and show of v i o l e n c e , 
Trebonius, one of- the Triumvirate's t r i b u n e s , succeeded i n 
passing a law assi g n i n g the Spains to Pompey, and S y r i a to 
Crassus f o r f i v e years, and prolonging Caesar's government 
f o r another f i v e years. Cicero spoke t r u l y when he wrote to 
Lentulus, "The State i s without doubt i n the power of our 
f r i e n d s to such an extent that t h i s generation w i l l see no 
change. "(-l^-

Caesar's f a t h e r - i n - l a w , P i s o , returned to Rome, r e c a l l e d 
at Cicero's suggestion. When he attacked Cicero, r e l y i n g no 
doubt on Caesar's p r o t e c t i o n , Cicero r e p l i e d w i t h a s t i n g i n g 
i n v e c t i v e . At Pompey's request he next undertook the defense, 
of L. Caninius Gallus--another case of.''defending men who d i d 
not deserve w e l l of him, at the request of those who had."^ 1 

The news that Gabinius, h i s o l d enemy, had res t o r e d Ptolemy 

(1) Ad Pam. I , 8,1 
(2) Ad Pam. V I I , 1,4,Sihler, p.245 
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A u l e t e s , more than l i k e l y w i t h Caesar's and Pompey's backing, 
d i d not add to Cicero's happiness. In sickness of heart over 
the c o n d i t i o n of a f f a i r s , he l e f t f o r the country to f i n d 
solace i n l i t e r a t u r e and composition. 

He returned to Rome i n November, j u s t before Crassus 
set out f o r S y r i a , and was i n time to g r a t i f y Crassus' wish 
f o r a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n . S h o r t l y before, i n the debate over 
Gabinius, when Crassus had made many s l i g h t i n g remarks about 
C i c e r o , Cicero had r e t a l i a t e d i n a v i o l e n t a ttack. The 
Senate was d e l i g h t e d , seeing i n t h i s a hope of a.quarrel 
between Cicero and the Triumvirs; but Pompey and Caesar, by 
t h e i r earnest appeals to C i c e r o , succeeded i n r e c o n c i l i n g 
Cicero and Crassus, though Cicero's opinion of him was s t i l l 
-unchanged, "What a poor t h i n g he i s I 

A f t e r much vi o l e n c e and bloodshed, Appius Claudius P u l -
cher and L. Domitius Ahenobarbus, a determined optimate, were 
f i n a l l y e l e c t e d , and entered o f f i c e i n January 54. Cato., 
too, at l a s t managed to be e l e c t e d praetor. Caesar began 
the year w i t h a determined e f f o r t to" win Cicero over. By 
many kindnesses and favours to him and to h i s brother and 
f r i e n d s , he made himself so agreeable that Cicero, who was 
always i n c l i n e d to believe the best of anyone, was so char
med that he began to think more k i n d l y of Caesar. Caesar's 
agreeableness took much of the b i t t e r n e s s out of Cicero's 
submission and made h i s tasks l e s s g a l l i n g . E a r l y i n the 

(1) Ad A t t . IY, 13 
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year Cicero gave p u b l i c proof of h i s r e c o n c i l i a t i o n w i t h 
Crassus, by defending him i n the Senate. He next defended, 
at Pompey's and Caesar's request, G. Messius, Caesar's legate 
and V a t i n i u s . But the hardest defense he was obliged to 
undertake was that of Gabinius, and i t was only a f t e r p e r s i s 
tent appeals from Pompey and Caesar that he f i n a l l y gave way. 

L i f e was very d i f f i c u l t f o r C i c e r o . Added to h i s per
sonal h u m i l i a t i o n was h i s sorrow over the l a s t Republic. He 
w r i t e s to A t t i c u s : "The State, my dear Pomponius, has l o s t 
not only i t s sap and blood, but even a l l i t s o l d colour and 
outward semblance. There i s i n f a c t no Republic to give one 
a f e e l i n g of joy and peace."^"^ " P l y h i t h e r , and v i s i t the 

(2) 
remains of what was once our. genuine Republic." Violence 
prevented a l l e l e c t i o n s , to such an extent that a d i c t a t o r 
ship seemed i n e v i t a b l e . Pompey, however, was u n w i l l i n g to 
commit hi m s e l f , and the a f f a i r dragged on. Luring these 
months Cicero's only c o n s o l a t i o n was i n h i s growing f r i e n d 
ship with Caesar. At the end of the year he prepared to set 
out f o r Spain as Pompey's l e g a t e , but Caesar was so alarmed 
and so desirous to keep him i n Rome, to serve h i s own i n t e 
r e s t s , that he wrote Cicero and persuaded him to give up h i s 
proje c t e d journey. 

The r e a l l y momentous event of the year 54 was the death 
of J u l i a , an event which was to have f a r reaching consequen
ces. As long as she had l i v e d Pompey and Caesar had been 

(1) Ad A t t . IV, 18,2 (2) Ad A t t . IV, 19 
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u n i t e d by a bond strong enough to assure the safety of Rome 
from i n t e r n a l d i s s e n s i o n , but now, wit h her death, began the 
gradtial d i s i n t e g r a t i o n of the c o a l i t i o n , which f o r f i v e years 
had c o n t r o l l e d the destiny of Rome. 

The year 53 i s one of g r e a t . s i g n i f i c a n c e , i n the h i s t o r y 
of Rome, and y e t , save f o r the one important event, i t i s 
s i n g u l a r l y u n e v e n t f u l . We know l i t t l e about Cicero's s t a t e 
of mind or a t t i t u d e i n the next year or two. The c o l l e c t i o n 
of l e t t e r s to A t t i c u s and Quintus ceases f o r a time at the 
end of 54. The year 53 opened w i t h no consuls i n o f f i c e , and 
the tribunes succeeded by v i o l e n c e and o b s t r u c t i o n i n pre
venting a l l e l e c t i o n s , so that the year dragged on wit h a 
s e r i e s of in t e r r e g n a u n t i l J u l y . Another proposal to make 
Pompey d i c t a t o r was. r e s o l u t e l y r e s i s t e d by Cato, and Pompey, 
u n w i l l i n g to use f o r c e , concurred. Even at a time l i k e t h i s , 
when everything seemed hopeless, Cicero s t i l l had hopes of 
the Republic being r e s t o r e d . He w r i t e s to Curio: "I am 
a f r a i d that you w i l l f i n d nothing worth c a r i n g f o r at your 
r e t u r n ; a l l things are so ruine d and oppressed: but I ques
t i o n whether i t be prudent to-say so much. I t i s your p a r t , 
however, to adorn y o u r s e l f with a l l those accomplishments, 
which can q u a l i f y a c i t i z e n , i n wretched times and p r o f l i g a t e 
morals, to re s t o r e the Republic to i t s ancient d i g n i t y . " ^ . ^ 

The event which overshadowed a l l others was the death 
of Crassus on June 9, 53. The defeat was d i s a s t r o u s enough, 

(1) Ad Fam. I I , 5. Middleton, V o l . I , p.460 
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but more f a r reaching were the consequences at Rome. Crassus' 
death destroyed the balance of power between Pompey and 
Caesar, and l e t loose the forces which were ev e n t u a l l y to 
le'ad to C i v i l War. I t was a great blow to Caesar.' As long . 
as Crassus had l i v e d Caesar had the assurance that i n the • • 
event of d i s c o r d Crassus would side with him rat h e r than with 
h i s o l d enemy Pompey. 

The personal breach between the two had begun a f t e r 
J u l i a ' s death, when Pompey refused to renew h i s a l l i a n c e with 
Caesar by marrying h i s grand-niece Octavia, but ins t e a d se
l e c t e d C o r n e l i a , the daughter of Met e l l u s S c i p i o , one of the 
lead i n g a r i s t o c r a t i c Republicans. Pompey al s o refused h i s 
own daughter's hand to Caesar. Crassus' death, l e a v i n g two. 
men, each eager f o r absolute power, f u r t h e r strengthened the 
breach. Caesar's achievements i n Gaul merely added to Pom
pey's jealousy and determination to break 'with him as soon 
as he was strong enough. But at present n e i t h e r was ready 
f o r the break, and each'continued h i s support of the other. 
Caesar's work was not yet completed i n Gaul, and Pompey had 
not been able to secure the d i c t a t o r s h i p he de s i r e d , i n order 
to begin to undermine Caesar's, p o s i t i o n . Nevertheless, the 
personal breach had begun, and sooner or l a t e r a p u b l i c 
breach was bound to follo¥/. 

Some of the more thoughtful members of the S e n a t o r i a l 
p a r t y , having t h e i r eyes opened at l a s t to the true st a t e of 
a f f a i r s , and r e a l i z i n g that Pompey, who on se v e r a l occasions 
had had the opportunity of s e i z i n g absolute power and yet 
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refused, i t , was n o t the man t o f e a r "but r a t h e r Caesar, began 

- to draw n e a r e r t o Pompey and away from Caesar. Pompey, on the 

othe r hand, i n h i s j e a l o u s y o f Caesar's growing power, saw • 

c l e ' a r l y the advantage o f h a v i n g the Senate a t h i s back, and 

drew more andmore towards the Senate--a u n i o n w h i c h C i c e r o 

.had been s t r i v i n g f o r y e a r s t o e f f e c t , and which i n i t s 

s h o r t s i g h t e d n e s s the Senate had s t e a d i l y r e j e c t e d u n t i l i t 

was now almost too l a t e . 

C i c e r o was l i t t l e moved by the death o f a man f o r whom 

he had always had a s t r o n g contempt; but the death of C r a s 

sus' son P x i b l i u s was a r e a l blow t o him. C i c e r o , was soon 

a f t e r w a r d s chosen augur i n P u b l i u s ' p l a c e . 

The year was drawing to a c l o s e and s t i l l no e l e c t i o n s 

had t a k e n p l a c e . M i l o , s u p p o r t e d by C i c e r o and the R e p u b l i 

can n o b l e s , was p u r s u i n g h i s canvass w i t h the g r e a t e s t e x t r a 

vagance, i n s p i t e of C i c e r o ' s w a r n i n g s . M e t e l l u s S c i p i o , 

Pompey's f a t h e r - i n - l a w , was a l s o a c a n d i d a t e . One event, 

which o c c u r r e d towards the end o f the y e a r , -and w h i c h was t o 

be of g r e a t s i g n i f i c a n c e i n the f o l l o w i n g y e a r was the p r o 

p o s a l t h a t an i n t e r v a l o f f i v e y e a r s s h o u l d e l a p s e between 

a m a g i s t r a c y and a p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n o r s h i p . The motion was 

v e t o e d and f o r the p r e s e n t remained o n l y a r e s o l u t i o n . 

The year 52 opened w i t h o u t c o n s u l s or p r a e t o r s and w i t h 

out even an i n t e r r e x , thanks to Pompey's t r i b u n e , Munatius 

P l a n c u s . P r o b a b l y Pompey's i n t e n t i o n i n p r e v e n t i n g the 

appointment o f an i n t e r r e x was t o f o r c e the Senate t o e l e c t 

him s o l e c o n s u l . D u r i n g the w i n t e r anarchy and d i s o r d e r 
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r e i g n e d i n the s t r e e t s of Rome, as M i l o and C l o d i u s c o n t i n u e d 

t h e i r b r a w l s . On January 17 m a t t e r s were brought t o a head 

when C l o d i u s was k i l l e d by M i l o . The h o s t i l i t y of the s l i p -

p o r t e r s o f these two b u r s t f o r t h i n huge d e m o n s t r a t i o n s d u r i n g 

which the C u r i a H o s t i l i a , the m e e t i n g - p l a c e o f the Senate, 

was d e s t r o y e d by f i r e . P eople were c r y i n g out t h a t Pompey be 

made d i c t a t o r . So f a r there were no c o n s u l s , and as m a t t e r s 

s t o o d , l i t t l e l i k e l i h o o d o f t h e r e b e i n g any. The Senate saw 

no hope save i n Pompey, so i t d e c l a r e d m a r t i a l law and d i r e c 

t e d Pompey to r e s t o r e o r d e r , and a u t h o r i z e d him to r a i s e 

t r o o p s throughout I t a l y . The s u p p o r t e r s o f C l o d i u s were 

c l a m o u r i n g f o r the t r i a l of M i l o . The Senate r e a l i z e d t h a t 

a f f a i r s c o u l d not go on w i t h o u t some m a g i s t r a t e , and so passed 

a d e c r e e , proposed' by B i b u l u s and backed by Cato, t h a t Pompey 

s h o u l d be e l e c t e d s o l e c o n s u l . I n the i n t e r c a l c a r y month 

between F e b r u a r y and March Pompey was i n v e s t e d w i t h powers 

t h a t made him a v i r t u a l d i c t a t o r . T h i s appointment se r v e d 

s t i l l f i r t h e r to b i n d him to the Senate and a l i e n a t e him from 

Caesar. 

Pompey a t once proposed s e v e r a l laws; one a g a i n s t r i o t , 

l e v e l l e d a t M i l o ; and one a g a i n s t e l e c t o r a l c o r r u p t i o n . 

Caesar's f r i e n d s opposed the b i l l s , and even C i c e r o and Cato • 

spoke a g a i n s t them i n t h e i r a n x i e t y t o secure M i l o ' s a c q u i t 

t a l . Pompey's t r i b u n e , Munatius P l a n c u s B u r s a , was doi n g 

e v e r y t h i n g i n h i s power to prove M i l o ' s g u i l t , w h i l e C i c e r o 

was p r e p a r i n g h i s de f e n s e . T h i s was one case which n e i t h e r 

•Pompey'.-s-wlshes nor C i c e r o ' s own p e r s o n a l danger c o u l d d e t e r 
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him from u n d e r t a k i n g . I n the end Pompey's i n f l u e n c e p r e v a i l e d 

and M i l o was c o n v i c t e d . One o t h e r case which i s of i n t e r e s t 

i s t h a t o f B u r s a , whom C i c e r o p r o s e c u t e d . A l l Pompey's e f f o r t s 

to'have h i s t r i b u n e a c q u i t t e d f a i l e d i n t h e f a c e of C i c e r o ' s 

v i g o r o u s p r o s e c u t i o n . 

For the l a s t f i v e months of the y e a r , Pompey took a s - h i s 

c o l l e a g u e h i s f a t h e r - i n - l a w S e i p i o , and i m m e d i a t e l y embarked 

on h i s p o l i c y o f u n d e r m i n i n g Caesar's p o s i t i o n . He p a s s e d 

the p r o p o s a l t h a t an i n t e r v a l of f i v e y e a r s s h o u l d e l a p s e be

tween a m a g i s t r a c y and a p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n o r s h i p , and a l s o 

r e e n a e t e d the o l d r u l e t h a t c a n d i d a t e s must appear i n p e r s o n 

to c a n v a s s . Both these laws were attem p t s to p r e v e n t Caesar's 

e l e c t i o n as c o n s u l . Under the o l d p r a c t i c e Caesar would have 

h e l d o f f i c e u n t i l the end o f December 49, but now the Senate 

c o u l d r e c a l l him any time a f t e r March 49. There would then 

be an i n t e r v a l o f s e v e r a l months when he would be n e i t h e r p r o 

c o n s u l nor c o n s u l , and d u r i n g w h i c h he would be c a l l e d upon 

to f a c e a b a r r a g e o f p r o s e c u t i o n s i f he appeared i n Rome. I f 

he d i d not appear, he c o u l d not secure h i s e l e c t i o n ; i f he d i d 

come, he would be p r o s e c u t e d f o r h i s i l l e g a l a c t i o n s i n h i s 

c o n s u l s h i p . I n e i t h e r case h i s e l e c t i o n was r e n d e r e d h o p e l e s s . 

Pompey was p r e p a r i n g the ground f o r C i v i l War. But to appease 

Caesar f o r the present, he g r a n t e d s e v e r a l amendments, exemp

t i n g him from the l a w s . Caesar, however, was not d e c e i v e d as 

to Pompey's r e a l i n t e n t i o n s . To add to h i s i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s , 

Pompey extended h i s own term i n S p a i n f o r another f i v e y e a r s . 
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Caesar now began on an even more e x t e n s i v e s c a l e h i s 

p l a y s f o r p o p u l a r s u p p o r t . H i s p u b l i c b u i l d i n g p r o j e c t s i n 

Rome were d e s i g n e d t o secure the f a v o u r . o f the p o p u l a c e . By 

promises t o secure the f u l l f r a n c h i s e for'.the Transpadanes, 

by h i s generous treatment o f many of the t r i b e s i n Gaul and 

the p e o p l e s o f N o r t h I t a l y , and by h i s l i b e r a l i t y t o h i s 

s o l d i e r s , he s e c u r e d t h e i r l o y a l s u p p o r t . Many of Rome's 

l e a d i n g S e n a t o r s he had put under o b l i g a t i o n to h i m s e l f by 

huge l o a n s . 

The two c o n s u l s chosen f o r the next y e a r were S. S u l p i -

e i u s Rufus and M . C l a u d i u s M a r c e l l u s , both good R e p u b l i c a n s 

and f r i e n d s o f C i c e r o . The e l e c t i o n of t h e s e two men, c e r 

t a i n l y w i t h Pompey's co n s e n t , i s another p r o o f of h i s u n i o n 

w i t h the Senate and a f u r t h e r step I n h i s break w i t h Caesar. 



Chapter V I I I 

CICERO'S GOVERNORSHIP AND THE THREAT 
OF CIVIL WAR, 51-50 B.C. 

One of the r e s u l t s o f Pompey's law, e n f o r c i n g a f i v e 

y e a r i n t e r v a l between a m a g i s t r a c y and. a p r o v i n c i a l g o v e r n o r 

s h i p was C i c e r o ' s appointment as governor of C i l i c i a i n the 

s p r i n g of 51. N o t h i n g c o u l d have been more a g a i n s t h i s w i l l 

a t any time, but e s p e c i a l l y a t the p r e s e n t j u n c t u r e of a f f 

a i r s i n Rome. He f e l t t h a t h i s t a l e n t s d i d not l i e i n the 

d i r e c t i o n o f p r o v i n c i a l government. As he- ex p r e s s e d i t t o 

A t t i c u s , "A s a d d l e has been p l a c e d on an ox,"^ 1^ and a g a i n , 

"The b u s i n e s s i s l i t t l e s u i t e d t o my t a s t e s . I t i s a t r u e 

s a y i n g , ' C o b b l e r , s t i c k t o your l a s t . ' " v ' C i l i c i a and i t s 

p e t t y a f f a i r s seemed o f l i t t l e moment to him, when a t home 

th e r e was eve r y i n d i c a t i o n t h a t a c o n t e s t was impending which 

might have v e r y s e r i o u s consequences f o r Rome. C i c e r o ' s 

whole i n t e r e s t , h i s e n t i r e l i f e ' s t r a i n i n g had been d i r e c t e d 

towards the management of a f f a i r s a t Rome; and who i s t o deny 

t h a t had C i c e r o remained i n Rome f o r the n e x t two y e a r s the 

course of events might have t a k e n a v e r y d i f f e r e n t t r e n d , 

(1) Ad A t t . V, 15,3 (2) Ad A t t . V, 10,3 



t h a t he might have i n f l u e n c e d , the weak and r a t h e r i n e f f e c t u a l 

Pompey, and p r e v e n t e d the C i v i l War? There i s no doubt t h a t 

the course C i c e r o suggested i n December 50 was the o n l y one 

whic h would have p r e v e n t e d the C i v i l War, " I t h i n k i t "better 

to agree to Caesar's demands th a n t o e n t e r upon war. I t i s 

too l a t e t o r e s i s t him, when f o r t e n y e a r s we have been 

s t r e n g t h e n i n g him a g a i n s t o u r s e l v e s . " ^ 1 ^ 

However, the i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n to us as w e l l as t o 

C i c e r o i s n o t h i s g o v e r n o r s h i p , f i n e as i t was, but the events 

a t Rome. D u r i n g h i s absence C i c e r o was p l e n t i f u l l y s u p p l i e d 

w i t h news from home by h i s young f r i e n d Marcus C a e l i u s Rufus, 

and y e t the more s i g n i f i c a n t u n d e r c u r r e n t s seem to have been 

kept back. There i s no q u e s t i o n t h a t C a e l i u s , s i l e n c e d no 

doubt by h i s own c o n n e c t i o n w i t h Caesar, d i d not g i v e C i c e r o 

a l l the news,- but a l l o w e d him to remain d e c e i v e d as to the 

r e a l n a t u r e o f the danger. I n a l l h i s l e t t e r s t o A t t i c u s 

t h e r e i s n o t h i n g t o g i v e us any r e a s o n to b e l i e v e t h a t C i c e r o 

a t any time had complete i n f o r m a t i o n about the p o l i t i c a l 

s i t u a t i o n a t Rome. I t i s o n l y i n September or October 50, on 

h i s -journey homeward, t h a t the tremendous s e r i o u s n e s s o f the 

s i t u a t i o n f u l l y r e a c h e d him. 

The c h i e f , t o p i c o f i n t e r e s t , b e f o r e w h i c h a l l o t h e r s 

p a l e d i n t o i n s i g n i f i c a n c e was the q u e s t i o n of the s u c c e s s i o n 

o f the G a l l i c p r o v i n c e s , or more a c c u r a t e l y , the q u e s t i o n 

whether Caesar was g o i n g t o be a l l o w e d t o sue f o r the 

(1) Ad A t t . V I I I , 5,5, 
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eohsulship without resigning his p r o T i n e e and his army. The 
years 51 and 50 are taken up with a series of intrigues and 
proposals for concession of the part of Pompey and Caesar and 
their supporters. Both sides seemed to rea l i z e that there 
could he no compromise; Caesar was set on the consulship or 
an extension of his command; Pompey, secure i n his own posi
t i o n and backed by the Senate, was equally determined that 
Caesar's power.must be broken. 

With the support of the consul Marcellus, Pompey con
tinued his e f f o r t s to undermine Caesar's power. Several 
times the question of the succession of the G a l l i c provinces 
was brought up, but each time Caesar's tribunes prevented any 
decisive action. F i n a l l y , on the twenty-ninth of September, 
51, the Senate succeeded i n passing the proposal that the 
question should be d e f i n i t e l y discussed on March 1,50. The 
two rather underhand proposals, giving Caesar's veterans an 
opportunity to apply for their .discharge, and decreasing the 
number of consular provinces, were direct moves at Caesar. 
The f i r s t was tantamount to an i n v i t a t i o n to Caesar's soldiers 
to desert, and the second, confining the consular provinces to 
Syria and the two Gauls (the Spains being held by Pompey), 
had as i t s object the diminution of Caesar's chances of re
taining his , provinces. Naturally these two proposals were x. 

vetoed by Caesar's tribunes. The breach between the two could 
no longer be concealed; i t was evident to a l l . 

In the election held i n the summer of 51, C. Claudius 
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H a r c e l l u s , a s t a u n c h o p t i m a t e , and. L. A e m i l i u s P a u l l u s , no 

doubt by now a s e r v i t o r o f C a e s a r ' s , had been e l e c t e d c o n s u l s 

The t f i b u n i c i a n e l e c t i o n s were more f o r t u n a t e f o r Caesar. Ir. 
-fco 

December 51 C i c e r o w r o t e A C u r i o c o n g r a t u l a t i n g him on h i s 

e l e c t i o n t o the t r i b u n a t e and w a r n i n g him t o a c t w i t h the 

i n t e r e s t o f the s t a t e a t h e a r t and not to a l l o w "the p l a n s of 

o t h e r s t o c a r r y him away 

C i c e r o more t h a n l i k e l y was t h i n k i n g of 'Antony and t h e r e 

f o r e of n e c e s s i t y Caesar. T h i s s m a l l i n c i d e n t , t o g e t h e r w i t h 

h i s l e t t e r i n 53 t o C u r i o , r e v e a l s C i c e r o ' s keen i n s i g h t i n t o 

the man's c h a r a c t e r . He saw, as d i d Caesar, t h a t C u r i o would 

be an a s s e t t o any p a r t y and he was eager to a t t a c h him to 

the C o n s t i t u t i o n a l p a r t y . P r o b a b l y a t the v e r y time Caesar 

was busy b u y i n g up C u r i o ' s a l l e g i a n c e , f o r i n F e b r u a r y , 50, 

C u r i o found a p r e t e x t f o r openly d e s e r t i n g to Caesar. With 

P a u l l u s ' a i d the debate on March 1 over the p r o v i n c e s was 

a d j o u r n e d . I n May the m a j o r i t y o f the Senate f a v o u r e d Mar-

c e l l u s ' p r o p o s a l t h a t Caesar r e s i g n on J u l y 1,49; w h i l e Pom

pey was' w i l l i n g t o a l l o w Caesar t o sue f o r the c o n s u l s h i p 

w i t h o u t making a p e r s o n a l canvass and then r e s i g n on November 

13. C u r i o saw through Pompey's r u s e , and, r e a l i z i n g t h a t the 

s i x weeks e l a p s i n g between November 13 and December 29, when. 

Caesar would be a p r i v a t e c i t i z e n , were q u i t e s u f f i c i e n t t o 

r u i n Caesar, vetoed, the p r o p o s a l . ' He then suggested t h a t 

both Caesar and Pompey r e s i g n s i m u l t a n e o u s l y but h i s attempt 

t o take a v o t e was b l o c k e d . Pompey's o f f e r to r e s i g n a t the 

(1) Ad Earn; I I , '7,1 
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r e q u e s t o f the Senate was h e l d up t o r i d i c u l e by C u r i o . 

I n another a t t a c k on Caesar the Optimates were more 

s u c c e s s f u l . A t the moment t h e r e was s e r i o u s danger o f a P a r -

t h i a n i n v a s i o n , and Pompey o f course would be put i n command. 

C i c e r o h i m s e l f , who was I n C i l i c i a , hoped f o r and ex p e c t e d 

h i s a r r i v a l . The Optimates, t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e i r f o r c e s , de

manded one l e g i o n each from Caesar and Pompey. Pompey merely 

o r d e r e d Caesar t o r e t u r n the l e g i o n he had l o a n e d him, and 

thus Caesar, r a t h e r u n f a i r l y , l o s t not one, but two l e g i o n s . 

The i n t r i g u e c o n t i n u e d . 

Meanwhile C i c e r o was s e t t i n g out f o r home. At Ephesus 

he r e c e i v e d news t h a t "Caesar would r e f u s e t o d i s b a n d h i s 

army."^"^ Thoroughly alarmed he embarked f o r Athens, and t h e r e 

on the f o u r t e e n t h o f October r e c e i v e d word from C a e l i u s t h a t 

C i v i l War was i n e v i t a b l e , t h a t Caesar's and Pompey's " o l d 

l o v e f o r one another and t h e i r d e t e s t e d a l l i a n c e had not d r i f -
(2) 

t e d i n t o s e c r e t b i c k e r i n g , but had broken out i n t o open war." 

C a e l i u s f u r t h e r i n f o r m e d him t h a t Pompey would have the sup

p o r t o f the Senate and a l l e a r n e s t men, Caesar t h a t of the 

baser element; and t h e n proceeded to warn C i c e r o t h a t though 

i n peace one s h o u l d f o l l o w the honourable c o u r s e , y e t i n war, 

the s t r o n g e r s i d e deserves one's a l l e g i a n c e . C a e l i u s . e v i d e n t 

l y b e l i e v e d w i t h Napoleon t h a t "God i s on the s i d e of the 

heavy b a t t a l i o n s . " 

(1) Ad A t t . V I , 8,2 
(2) Ad Fam. V I I I , 14,2. How, V o l . I I ; . p.300 



C i c e r o a t once wrote to A t t i c u s : "Solve my problem f o r 

me. There t h r e a t e n s a d i r e s t r u g g l e between Pompey and Caesai 

Each o f them cou n t s me h i s f r i e n d - - u n l e s s , perhaps, Caesar i s 

d i s s e m b l i n g ; f o r Pompey-has no doubt, r i g h t l y s u p p o s i n g t h a t 

h i s p r e s e n t p o l i t i c a l views have my s t r o n g e s t a p p r o v a l . .But 

b o th have s e n t me l e t t e r s i n terms t h a t would appear t o make 

more of me than of anyone at a l l . But what am I to do? I 

don't mean In the l o n g r u n . I f the m a t t e r i s to be fought i n . 

the f i e l d , I see i t would be b e t t e r t o be conquered w i t h 

Pompey th a n t o conquer w i t h Caesar. But what about the p o i n t s 

i n debate on my a r r i v a l — r e f u s i n g the c l a i m s of a c a n d i d a t e 

who i s away from Rome and o r d e r i n g the d i s b a n d i n g of h i s 

army."^ 1^ C i c e r o was i n g r e a t doubt what course he s h o u l d 

f o l l o w . He wished, f o r the p r e s e n t , t o be f r e e from ex-press

i n g any o p i n i o n , so t h a t he might a c t as m ediator between 

the two.. 

He l e f t Athens i n t e n t on h u r r y i n g home to a d v i s e Pompey. 

There was o n l y one course open to the R e p u b l i c a n s , he f e l t . 

Caesar had been a l l o w e d to grow to such s t r e n g t h t h a t r e s i s 

tance was . i m p o s s i b l e . Caesar was h i m s e l f , "a man o f the 

g r e a t e s t d a r i n g and r e a d i n e s s , who had on h i s s i d e a l l the 

c r i m i n a l and s o c i a l o u t c a s t s , and a l l who deserved t o be 

counted c r i m i n a l s and o u t c a s t s ; n e a r l y a l l the younger gene

r a t i o n ; a l l the l o w e s t c i t y r a b b l e ; the p o w e r f u l t r i b u n e s 

i n c l u d i n g G. C a s s i u s ; and a l l the i n s o l v e n t who were many i n 

(1) Ad A t t . V I I , 1,3 



number."1'-1"' A g a i n s t t h i s o p p o s i t i o n Pompey and the Optimates 

c o u l d hope to make l i t t l e headway,- e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e "the Op-
(2) 

t i m a t e s were n o t i n agreement." C i v i l War was to be a v e r 

t e d a t a l l c o s t s " f o r - v i c t o r y - w o u l d b r i n g many e v i l s , and 

w i t h o u t doubt a t y r a n t . " v • . They must t r e a t f o r peace and so 

the o n l y t h i n g t o do was to accede to Caesar's demands. 

C i c e r o f e l t t h a t "when even h i s enemies renewed h i s term of 

o f f i c e and f o r t u n e bestowed on him supreme power, then Caesar' 
(4) 

would n o t be so mad as t o j e o p a r d i z e such advantages." 
On h i s r e t u r n t o I t a l y C i c e r o had two i n t e r v i e w s w i t h 

Pompey on December 1 0 , and December 25. He r e p o r t e d the 

r e s u l t t o A t t i c u s ; "For your query as to the chance o f a 

p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t , so f a r as I c o u l d t e l l from Pompey's f u l l 

and d e t a i l e d d i s c o u r s e , -he does not even want peace...... 

Pompey has an u t t e r contempt f o r Caesar, and f i r m c o n f i d e n c e 

i n h i s own and the s t a t e ' s r e s o u r c e s I n a word he appeared 
( 5) 

not o n l y not t o seek peace, but even to f e a r i t . " C i c e r o ' s 
e f f o r t s t o i n f l u e n c e Pompey f o r peace were f r u i t l e s s ; h i s 
mind was s e t on war. 

Caesar a l l the w h i l e was eager to a c q u i r e C i c e r o ' s a l l e 

g i a n c e . He had e x u l t e d over Cato's treatment of C i c e r o ' s 

r e q u e s t f o r a " s u p p l i e a t i o , " h o p i n g t h a t i t would.cause a 

b r e a c h between the two, and now he s t r o v e by every means i n 

h i s power t o w i n C i c e r o over. 
( 1 ) Ad A t t . V I I , 3,5 (2) Ad A t t . ¥11, 5,4 
(3) Ad A t t . V I I , 5,4 (4) Ad A t t . V I I , 4,3 
(5) Ad A t t . V I I , 8,4 
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I n d i s c u s s i n g w i t h A t t i c u s on the t w e n t y - s i x t h of De

cember the p o s s i b l e c o u r s e s t h a t Caesar might adopt, C i c e r o 

s u g g e s t s t h a t "Caesar may r e s o r t t o arms s o l e l y on account 

o f h i s r e j e c t i o n as a c a n d i d a t e , or f o r a f u r t h e r r e a s o n , i f 

a t r i b u n e t h r o u g h u s i n g o b s t r u c t i o n i s t t a c t i c s or an a p p e a l 

t o p o p u l a r f e e l i n g i n c u r a censure or a l i m i t a t i o n of power 

or s u s p e n s i o n or e x p u l s i o n from o f f i c e , or i f some t r i b u n e 

f l y t o him w i t h a t a l e o f e x p u l s i o n . " ^ E v e n t s f o l l o w e d 

s w i f t l y . The new c o n s u l , L. C o r n e l i u s l e n t u l u s Crus, on Jan

u a r y 1, 49, proposed t h a t Caesar s h o u l d r e s i g n on a f i x e d 

date or be d e c l a r e d a p u b l i c enemy. The p r o p o s a l was at once 

v e t o e d by Antony and C a s s i u s , and when a l l e f f o r t s to p e r 

suade them t o w ithdraw t h e i r v e t o had f a i l e d , on the s e v e n t h 

of January they were d e c l a r e d p u b l i c enemies. The two t r i 

bunes a l o n g w i t h C a e l i u s . and C u r i o f l e d t o Caesar, and on 

J a n uary 11 Caesar c r o s s e d the R u b icon. C i c e r o ' s prophecy 

had been f u l f i l l e d . 

There i s no doubt t h a t Caesar had been t r e a t e d u n f a i r l y 

i n many r e s p e c t s , c o n s i d e r i n g the c o n c e s s i o n s made t o Pompey; 

but the q u e s t i o n i s — w a s he j u s t i f i e d i n t a x i n g up arms 

a g a i n s t h i s c o u n t r y ? Was the t r eatment r e c e i v e d a t the hands 

of Pompey and the Optimates the s o l e motive p r o d d i n g him on? 

I t i s d o u b t f u l whether resentment and anger alone would have 

d r i v e n him to such a s t e p , had n o t - a m b i t i o n been p r e s e n t t o 

goad him on. Much more l i k e l y i s i t t h a t Caesar had l o n g 

(1) Ad A t t . V I I , 9,2 
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d e t e r m i n e d on a b s o l u t e povirer, by p e a c e f u l means i f p o s s i b l e , 

i f n o t by war. Pompey was the o b s t a c l e i n h i s p a t h ; Caesar 

had t r i e d i n t r i g u e and c o n c e s s i o n and Pompey had remained un-

shaken; the o n l y c o u r s e l e f t him was war. Antony's and 

C a s s i u s ' f l i g h t m e r e l y s e r v e d as a u s e f u l p r e t e x t to a c h i e v e 

h i s purpose. So P l u t a r c h b e l i e v e d : "For G-aius Caesar was 

not such a l i g h t p e r s o n , or so easy to be moved from h i s 

sound judgment by p a s s i o n , i f he had not l o n g ago determined 

to do t h i s , as to have made war on h i s c o u n t r y a l l of a sud

den, because he saw A n t o n i u s i n a mean d r e s s and C a s s i u s 

making t h e i r escape t o him i n a h i r e d c h a r i o t ; but t h i s gave 

a ground and s p e c i o u s r e a s o n f o r the war to a man who had 

l o n g been w a n t i n g a p r e t e x t . He was l e d to war a g a i n s t the 

whole w o r l d , as A l e x a n d e r b e f o r e him, and Cyrus of o l d had 

been, by an i n s a t i a b l e l o v e of power and a f r a n t i c p a s s i o n t o be 

f i r s t and g r e a t e s t : and t h i s he, c o u l d not o b t a i n u n l e s s 

Pompeius were put down."^ ^ 

- " P l o t . ^ t . U " ? U t , r c M , L l v ^ G . \ _ ^ ^ I , T F _ , 
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Chapter IX 

THE CIVIL WAR, 49-48 B.C. 

Caesar had c r o s s e d the R u b i c o n . By the s i x t e e n t h o f 

Jan u a r y the news r e a c h e d Rome and plunged the c i t y i n t o t u r 

m o i l . On the s e v e n t e e n t h Pompey d e c l a r e d i n a meeting of the 

Senate t h a t he c o u l d not h o l d the c i t y and i m m e d i a t e l y depar

t e d t o take command of h i s l e g i o n s . On the .eighteenth the 

c o n s u l s and m a g i s t r a t e s f l e d i n such c o n f u s i o n and t e r r o r 

t h a t they f o r g o t even t o secure the t r e a s u r y . 

A f t e r the p a s s i n g o f the "Senatus Consulturn Ultimum" on 

the seventh..>of Jan u a r y , I t a l y had been d i v i d e d i n t o d i s t r i c t s 

f o r r e c r u i t i n g p u r p o s e s . Capua and i t s s u r r o u n d i n g d i s t r i c t 

had been g i v e n t o C i c e r o to s u p e r v i s e . He a c c e p t e d the 

charge most u n w i l l i n g l y and made s e v e r a l attempts to r i d him

s e l f o f i t . "His whole d e s i r e was t o b r i n g about peace and he 

f e l t t h a t were he a t the p r e s e n t to make a move i n f a v o u r of 

e i t h e r Caesar or Pompey, he would a t once d e s t r o y a l l chances 

f o r m e d i a t i o n . He needed a f r e e hand f o r the moment. As the 

days went by and he saw Caesar and Pompey r e j e c t i n g each 

o t h e r ' s terms, he became more and more despondent.. Pompey?s 



a b a n d o n m e n t o f R o m e w a s a g r e a t b l o w t o h i m ; P o m p e y ' s a c t i o n s 

o f t h e n e x t f e w weeks s e e m e d e v e n m o r e i n d e f e n s i b l e . T o 

A t t i c u s h e c o n f i d e d h i s f e a r s : " A s t o y o u r r e q u e s t f o r i n f o r 

m a t i o n o n P o m p e y 1 s p^lr*s?y, I d o n ' t t h i n k h e .knows h i m s e l f ; 

c e r t a i n l y n o n e o f u s k n o w s . E v e r y w h e r e t h e r e i s p a n i c a n d 

c o n f u s i o n . " ^ ) 

A s s o o n a s i t b e c a m e c e r t a i n t h a t C a e s a r h a d r e j e c t e d 

a l l t e r m s a n d w a s p r e s s i n g s o u t h w a r d , C i c e r o b e g a n t o a b a n d o n 

a l l h o p e o f p e a c e a n d c o u l d s e e n o t h i n g i n s t o r e b u t c h a o s 

a n d a r e p e t i t i o n o f t h e S u l l a n - M a r i a n r e g i m e s . C a e s a r , h e 

r e a l i z e d , w a s b e n t o n b e i n g a t y r a n t . W h i l e r e p o r t s w e r e 

c o m i n g t o C i c e r o o f P o m p e y ' s i n c a p a b i l i t y a n d u t t e r w a n t o f 

p o l i c y , o t h e r r e p o r t s w e r e c o m i n g t o h i m o f C a e s a r ' s s p e c t a 

c u l a r p r o g r e s s . E v e r y w h e r e r e s i s t a n c e w a s b e i n g t u r n e d i n t o 

i n d i f f e r e n c e a n d i n d i f f e r e n c e i n t o e n t h u s i a s t i c s u p p o r t ; t h e 

c o u n t r y t o w n s a m d m o n i e d i n t e r e s t s w e r e f l o c k i n g t o h i m ; h i s 

c l e m e n c y a t C o r f i n i u m w a s w i n n i n g a l l I t a l y t o h i s s i d e . A t 

t h e s a m e t i r a e P o m p e y ' s d e s e r t i o n o f D o m i t i u s a t C o r f i n i u m 

a d d e d t h e c r o w n i n g t o u c h t o C i c e r o ' s m i s e r y . P o m p e y ' s r e f u s a l 

t o g o t o D o m i t i u s ' a i d w a s e q u i v a l e n t i n C i c e r o ' s e y e s t o a n 

a b a n d o n m e n t o f t h e c a u s e . P o m p e y h a d b e t r a y e d t h e m . 

C i c e r o t h o u g h t t h a t a t l a s t h i s e y e s w e r e o p e n e d : " A b s o 

l u t e p o w e r i s w h a t P o m p e y a n d C a e s a r h a v e s o u g h t . . . . . . A s o r t 

o f S u l l a n r e i g n h a s l o n g b e e n P o m p e y ' s o b j e c t , a n d i s t h e 

d e s i r e o f m a n y o f h i s c o m p a n i o n s . . O r d o y o u t h i n k t h a t n o 

( 1 ) A d A t t . V I I , 1 £ , 1 
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agreement, no compromise between him and Caesar was p o s s i b l e ? 

Why, i t i s p o s s i b l e today: "but n e i t h e r o f them l o o k s t o our 

h a p p i n e s s . Both want t o be k i n g s . " ( D 

•' And s t i l l the debate i n C i c e r o ' s h e a r t went on, whether 

to j o i n Pompey and f o l l o w him to Greece, or to remain n e u t r a l 

and s t a y i n Rome, ho p i n g t o e f f e c t a p e a c e f u l s e t t l e m e n t . 

For never f o r a moment d i d he c o n s i d e r j o i n i n g Caesar. Cae

s a r ' s whole conduct he r e g a r d e d as "impudent" and " c r i m i n a l . " 

Many c o n s i d e r a t i o n s u r g e d him to remain i n Rome, Caesar's 

clemency which made people " f e a r the man they once t r u s t e d , 

and adore the man they once d r e a d e d , " ^ ^ i m p e l l e d C i c e r o t o 

hope t h a t by r e m a i n i n g n e u t r a l he might s t i l l make peace, no 

mat t e r what the terms: "As f a r me, I cease not t o advocate 

peace. I t may be on u n j u s t terms, but even so i t i s more 

e x p e d i e n t t h a n the j u s t e s t o f c i v i l wars;"(3) and t o secure 

peace " I would g l a d l y ca.st m y s e l f a t h i s f e e t . " v ' Pompey's 

i n c a p a c i t y and the d i s c o r d i n the Optimate p a r t y p r a c t i c a l l y 

a s s u r e d Caesar's s u c c e s s . C i c e r o ' s own f a m i l y and A t t i c u s 

u r g ed him to remain, and A t t i c u s ' a d v i c e , he r e c o g n i z e d , was 

always prudent: " I wouldn't a d v i s e you. t o f l e e , i f Pompey 

l e a v e s I t a l y . You w i l l r u n a v e r y g r e a t r i s k , and you w i l l 

not h e l p the c o u n t r y , which you may be a b l e t o h e l p h e r e a f t e r , 

i f you remain."(5) C a e s a r , even i n the heat of h i s a c t i v i t y 

took p a i n s t o urge him to n e u t r a l i t y and had h i s agents do 

(1) Ad A t t . V I I I , 11,2 (2) Ad A t t . V I I I , 13 
(3) Ad A t t . V I I , 14,3 . (4) Ad A t t . VIII,-' 9,1 
(5) Ad A t t . IX, 10,5 
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l i k e w i s e . A n o t h e r i m p o r t a n t c o n s i d e r a t i o n which must not be 

f o r g o t t e n i s the f a c t t h a t C i c e r o never knew a t what moment 

Caesar and Pompey might come to an agreement as they had a t -

L u c a , and a g a i n Pompey would throw over C i c e r o and h i s p a r t y , 

C i c e r o r e a l i z e d , as d i d Caesar h i m s e l f , t h a t i f Caesar c o u l d 

once have a p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w w i t h him, Pompey would weakly 

s t e p back and throw up the whole cause, l e a v i n g h i s s u p p o r t e r s 

w i t h n e i t h e r l e a d e r nor cause to f i g h t f o r . 

On the o t h e r hand a l l his- o l d f e e l i n g o f g r a t i t u d e and 

l o y a l t y t o Pompey r e t u r n e d i n f u l l f o r c e whenever he thought 

of Pompey, f u t i l e l y and i n e f f e c t i v e l y t r y i n g t o r e s i s t a man 

of Caesar's c a l i b e r . A l l , and more th a n a l l , h i s o l d l o v e 

and p i t y r e t u r n e d : "For he has done n o t h i n g of a k i n d t o 

induce me to share h i s f l i g h t . But now my o l d l o v e breaks 

f o r t h : now I miss him i n t o l e r a b l y . " ^ ) Pompey, i n s p i t e of 

a l l h i s f a u l t s , to C i c e r o s t i l l r e p r e s e n t e d the R e p u b l i c a n 

c ause, h i s ca u s e . The c a u s t i c remarks of many of the O p t i 

mates, r e b u k i n g h i s i n a c t i v i t y , r o u sed him t o h u r r y h i s d e c i 

s i o n , w h i l e Pompey's appeals added t h e i r w e i g ht to the ba

l a n c e . 

C i c e r o has been accused of weakness, of i r r e s o l u t i o n . 

H i s c r i t i c s do n o t stop t o c o n s i d e r the momentous d e c i s i o n 

he had to make; and s m a l l wonder t h a t he h e s i t a t e d , and l o n g 

debated i t . On h i s d e c i s i o n r e s t e d f a r more than anyone save 

Caesar r e a l i z e d . 

( 1 ) Ad A t t . IX, 1 0 , 2 • 
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A l l the while Gaesar and Balbus were w r i t i n g t o C i c e r o , 

u r g i n g him t o remain i n Home and t r y to e f f e c t a peace, l o n g 

a f t e r Balbus knew t h a t peace was i m p o s s i b l e , he t r i e d t o keep 

a'live i n C i c e r o the i l l u s i o n t h a t ! i t might s t i l l be brought 

about. But by e a r l y March C i c e r o had q u i t e d e c i d e d t o a c c e p t 

the i n e v i t a b l e and f o l l o w Pompey, -when a l e t t e r from A t t i c u s 

persuaded him t o a w a i t an i n t e r v i e w w i t h Caesar. 

On the t w e n t i e t h of March news reached him t h a t Pompey 

had been b l o c k a d e d . I n an agony of remorse and g r i e f C i c e r o 

b e w a i l e d h i s i n a c t i v i t y and l o n g e d to share Pompey's d e f e a t . 

Now he would w a i t o n l y f o r t h e . i n t e r v i e w w i t h Caesar; t h a t , 

he d e t e r m i n e d , would d e c i d e h i s course of a c t i o n . 

The i n t e r v i e w between C i c e r o and Caesar took p l a c e on the 

t w e n t y - e i g h t h o f March, C i c e r o d e s c r i b e d the meeting t o A t 

t i c u s : " I spoke so as to g a i n Caesar's r e s p e c t r a t h e r t h a n 

h i s g r a t i t u d e ; and I p e r s i s t e d i n my r e s o l v e n o t t o go t o 

Rome. We were m i s t a k e n i n t h i n k i n g he would be easy to manage. 

I have never seen anyone l e s s easy. He ke p t on s a y i n g t h a t 

my d e c i s i o n was a s l u r on him, and t h a t o t h e r s would be l e s s 

l i k e l y t o come, i f I d i d not come. I p o i n t e d out t h a t my case 

was v e r y u n l i k e t h e i r s . A f t e r much t a l k he s a i d , ' W e l l , come 

and d i s c u s s peace.' 'On my own. terms?' I asked. • 'Heed I d i c 

t a t e t o you?' s a i d he. ' W e l l , ' s a i d I , 'I s h a l l contend t h a t 

the Senate cannot s a n c t i o n your i n v a s i o n of S p a i n or your 

g o i n g w i t h an army i n t o Greece; and, 'I added, 'I s h a l l lam

ent Pompey's f a t e . " He r e p l i e d , 'That i s not what I want.' 
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'So I f a n c i e d , ' s a i d I : 'but I,do not want to be i n Rome, 

because e i t h e r I must say t h a t and much e l s e , oh which I can

not keep s i l e n t , i f I am p r e s e n t , or e l s e I cannot come.' 

The upshot was t h a t I was t o t h i n k t h a t m a t t e r over, as Caesar 

su g g e s t e d , w i t h a view to c l o s i n g the i n t e r v i e w . I c o u l d not 

r e f u s e . So we p a r t e d . I am c o n f i d e n t t h a t h e has no l i k i n g 

f o r me. But I l i k e m y s e l f , as I have not f o r a l o n g t i m e . " ( 1 ) 

Where was the i r r e s o l u t i o n ? 'Where the cowardice? A l l 

Caesar asked f o r the moment was C i c e r o ' s presence i n Rome. 

C i c e r o c o u l d e a s i l y have acceded t o the r e q u e s t . Caesar's 

clemency would have been ample excuse; many of the Optimates, 

even, had t r a n s f e r r e d t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e t o Caesar. H i s s u c c e s s 

seemed a s s u r e d , and i n the f l u s h o f v i c t o r y C i c e r o would have 

been the f i r s t t o have had the honours heaped on him. C i c e r o 

was s o r e l y tempted and t r i e d , y e t he d i d not y i e l d but chose 

r a t h e r t o f o l l o w what he b e l i e v e d t o be r i g h t r e g a r d l e s s o f 

the s a c r i f i c e t h a t i t must e n t a i l . T h i s i n t e r v i e w s e r v e s not 

o n l y as a l a s t i n g monument to C i c e r o ' s courage but a l s o as an 

i r r e f u t a b l e t e s t i m o n y t o the esteem i n w h i c h he was h e l d , when 

Caesar and Pompey t o o , i n the a n x i e t y and s t r e s s o f c i v i l war 

c o u l d pause t o urge and beg C i c e r o ' s a l l e g i a n c e - . I t was ..not 

C i c e r o ' s a b i l i t y as a g e n e r a l , hot e v e n ' h i s J. advice", which 

.Caesar was s e e k i n g , but the m o r a l weight which h i s name would 

add to any cause. 

T h i s day, w h i c h takes i t s p l a c e w i t h the o t h e r g r e a t 
landmarks i n h i s l i f e , marked the t e r m i n a t i o n of a l l C i c e r o ' s 

(1) Ad A t t . IX, 18,1 
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hopes f o r peace. N e u t r a l i t y was no l o n g e r p o s s i b l e , and he 

de t e r m i n e d to j o i n Pompey, knowing f u l l w e l l t h a t Caesar's 

p r o s p e c t s of s u c c e s s were f a r g r e a t e r than those of Pompey, 

'and t h a t the c o u r s e he .chose might l e a d even to the g r a v e . 

Pompey, ^ knew, was as bent on t y r a n n y as Caesar. The o n l y 

d i f f e r e n c e between them was t h a t whereas Caesar was s t r o n g 

and determined, Pompey was weak and e a s i l y moved; Pompey 

c o u l d be g u i d e d , Caesar never c o u l d ; under Caesar the R e p u b l i c 

was l o s t f o r e v e r , under Pompey th e r e was a t l e a s t hope. 

Caesar made one l a s t e f f o r t t o win C i c e r o over. As he 

was s e t t i n g out f o r S p a i n he wrote begging C i c e r o ' s f o r g i v e 

ness and e x c u s i n g him f o r not h a v i n g gone to Rome. But 

Caesar c o u l d no l o n g e r d i v e r t him from what he c o n s i d e r e d h i s 

du t y . 

C i c e r o , bent a l l h i s e n e r g i e s to escape those who had 

been s e t t o watch him and l e a v e . I t a l y . T u l l i a ' s and A t t i c u s ' 

p r a y e r s t h a t he a w a i t the i s s u e i n S p a i n no l o n g e r moved him. 

He c o u l d not now ho n o u r a b l y d e l a y . ' " I f Caesar i s d r i v e n from 

S p a i n , you can imagine how p l e a s i n g and honourable my a r r i v a l 

w i l l seem to Pompey, when I suppose even C u r i o w i l l go over 

to h i m . " ^ 

Antony, becoming s u s p i c i o u s , watched him more c l o s e l y , 

w h i l e Caesar wrote begging C i c e r o n o t t o j o i n Pompey, s a y i n g 

t h a t such a d e c i s i o n would i n j u r e him g r e a t l y . The weather 

and Antony's v i g i l a n c e p r e v e n t e d h i s d e p a r t u r e u n t i l the 

seventh o f June, when he f i n a l l y e l u d e d h i s guards and 

. (1) Ad A t t . X\, 8,2 
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embarked- near Pormiae to f o l l o w Pompey. 

"As Amphiaraos i n the p l a y s , " C i c e r o s e t out, " w i t h h i s 

eyes wide open and w i t h c l e a r knowledge, to d e s t r u c t i o n l y i n g 

b e f o r e h i s f e e t . " v ' When he a r r i v e d a t Pompey's camp i n 

Dyrr^chium, he met w i t h n o t h i n g but c o n f u s i o n and t u r m o i l . 

The m a g i s t r a t e s and S e n a t o r s of Rome and the p r i n c e s o f the 

E a s t were swarming around Pompey, g i v i n g a d v i c e and t h r e a t e n 

i n g d e a t h and d e s t r u c t i o n . " C r u e l t y was so rampant t h e r e , 

and t h e r e was so c l o s e an a l l i a n c e w i t h b a r b a r i a n n a t i o n s , 

t h a t a p l a n was s k e t c h e d out f o r a p r o s c r i p t i o n not of p e r 

sons but of whole c l a s s e s ; and each had made up h i s mind t h a t 

the p r o p e r t y of a l l was to be the p r i z e o f v i c t o r y . " ( 2) A l l 

C i c e r o ' s e f f o r t s t o impress the s e r i o u s n e s s of. t h e i r danger 

upon them met w i t h r e p r o a c h e s o f ' c o w a r d i c e and r i d i c u l e . The 

c o n f u s i o n of e v e r y t h i n g t h e r e and h i s d i s g u s t over the a c t i o n s 

o f the l e a d e r s , on top of the s t r a i n of the p r e c e d i n g y e a r , 

so weakened C i c e r o t h a t he was f o r c e d t o spend the g r e a t e r 

p a r t o f the time i n camp. 

An i n i t i a l s u c c e s s e l a t e d Pompey to such an e x t e n t t h a t 

he l o s t a l l c a u t i o n , and y i e l d i n g t o the a d v i c e of h i s com

panions opposed Caesar a t P h a r s a l i a . . There i s no doubt t h a t 

Pompey d i d have a ha r d r o l e t o play.' I n a l l h i s e a r l y cam

paigns h i s had been the s o l e power, but now, surrounded by 

the k i n g s and p r i n c e s o f the East-, and the m a g i s t r a t e s and 

Sen a t o r s o f Rome, almost a l l of e q u a l rank w i t h Pompey, men 

(1) Ad Earn.. V I , 6.6 S i hie r , p.3£0 (£) Ad A t t . X I , 6,£ 
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who had h e l d commands, and who n a t u r a l l y expected an e q u a l 

share i n a l l d e c i s i o n s , i t i s l i t t l e wonder t h a t n o t h i n g hut 

d i s a s t e r r e s u l t e d . The f e e l i n g among the o l d C o n s e r v a t i v e s 

t h a t Pompey d i d n o t r e a l l y d e s i r e v i c t o r y and might y e t p l a y 

them f a l s e f u r t h e r added to t h e i r a n x i e t y and eagerness to 

h u r r y him i n t o the f i e l d a g a i n s t Caesar. 

On August 9, 48 B.C. the armies of the two opposing 

g e n e r a l s , met. A f t e r a few hours Pompey's f o r c e s were put to 

r o u t and Pompey h i m s e l f f l e d t o E g y pt. 

I l l h e a l t h had p r e v e n t e d C i c e r o from b e i n g p r e s e n t a t the 

b a t t l e , He had remained i n camp a l o n g w i t h Cato and V a r r o 

and o t h e r s . When news of pompey 5s de-feat reached them, Cato r 

r e q u e s t e d Cicero to take over the-command b u t , C i c e r o r e f u s e d . 

Pie f e l t t h a t P h a r s a l i a had d e c i d e d the i s s u e o f the c o n f l i c t , 

t h a t Caesar's v i c t o r y had been c o n c l u s i v e . F u r t h e r r e s i s 

tance was. u s e l e s s , and even c r i m i n a l , f o r s e e i n g t h a t they 

had been no match f o r Caesar when t h e i r f o r c e s had been u n i t e d , 

they c o u l d have l i t t l e hope t o d e f e a t him when they were scat

t e r e d . ^ ^ ' ' 

He r e t u r n e d to B r u n d i s i u m i n October, there t o spend 

e l e v e n of the u n h a p p i e s t months of h i s l i f e , a w a i t i n g Caesar's 

r e t u r n . Hews of Pompey's death soon reached him. On the 

t w e n t y - s e v e n t h of November .he wrote to A t t i c u s : "About, Pom

pey' s end I never had any doubt. For d e s p a i r of h i s success 

had so c o m p l e t e l y t a k e n p o s s e s s i o n of the minds of a l l the 

(1) Ad Fam. V I I , 3 
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k i n g s and p e o p l e s , t h a t I thought t h i s would happen to him, 

wherever.he might go, I cannot h e l p g r i e v i n g f o r h i s f a t e , 

f o r I .knew'him t o be a man o f honour and h i g h m o r a l p r i n c i -
(1) • • " p i e . " C i c e r o ' s a l l e g i a n c e t o him had never w a v e r e d . H i s 

l i f e had been one o f u n c e a s i n g d e v o t i o n to Pompey and the 

R e p u b l i c a n cause, and now he c o u l d l o o k back w i t h o u t r e g r e t s , 

knowing tha t ' h e had o f t e n e x a g g e r a t e d , he had never b e l i t t l e d 

pompey's c l a i m s upon him. 

Had Pompey d i e d i n 62, when he was r e t u r n i n g i n triumph 

t o I t a l y , he would have been a c c l a i m e d one of the g r e a t e s t 

h e r o e s and g e n e r a l s o f a n t i q u i t y . The t r a g e d y of h i s l i f e . w a s 

t h a t he l i v e d beyond h i s t i m e . U n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r him n e i t h e r 

c i r c i i m s t a n e e s nor h i s own c h a r a c t e r would p e r m i t him t o f u l 

f i l , the r o l e C i c e r o had marked out f o r him. He had been 

r a i s e d by h i s a b i l i t y as a g e n e r a l to occupy a p o s i t i o n as 

statesman f o r which he was f i t t e d n e i t h e r by temperament nor 

t r a i n i n g . And now even a s o l d i e r ' s grave was d e n i e d him. 

W ith P h a r s a l i a and Pompey's d e a t h ended the T r i u m v i r a t e . 

A l l power was i n the. hands o f the s o l e s u r v i v o r . The Trium

v i r a t e was no more. The r u l e of three had become the r u l e 

of one. 

(1) Ad A t t . X I , 6,5 
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Cone F u s i o n 

C i c e r o w a i t e d a n x i o u s l y a t B r u n d i s i u m f o r word from 

C a e s a r , F i n a l l y i t came. I n J u l y Caesar sent a message t e l 

l i n g him t o keep the l a u r e l l e d f a s c e s w i t h w h i c h he had 

r e t u r n e d i n 50 B..C•, , th u s showing t h a t he was w i l l i n g to pass 

over the i n t e r v e n i n g y e a r s and to f o r g i v e C i c e r o e v e r y t h i n g . 

Whatever can "be s a i d a g a i n s t Caesar, whatever one can d i s 

approve o f I n h i s conduct, t h e r e i s much to "be s a i d i n h i s 

f a v o u r . There was i n him n o t h i n g t h a t was s h a l l o w , n o t h i n g 

t h a t was p e t t y ; and nowhere i s he shown to g r e a t e r advantage 

than i n h i s t r e a t m e n t o f C i c e r o , nowhere more magnanimous. 

. On September 25, 47 Caesar r e t u r n e d to I t a l y . "When 

Caesar saw C i c e r o coming to meet him, f a r b e f o r e a l l the r e s t , 

he got down from h i s c a r r i a g e and embraced him, and walked, 

s e v e r a l s t a d i a i n p r i v a t e c o n v e r s a t i o n w i t h him."-^^ 

..Cice r o ' s o n l y hope now f o r the R e p u b l i c l a y i n Caesar. 

Fo one save Caesar - c o u l d b r i n g o r d e r out of chaos. How would 

he a c t ? Would he be a t y r a n t or would he, now t h a t t h e r e was 

no one t o r e s i s t him, prove the b e n e f a c t o r of Rome. H i s 

clemency and m o d e r a t i o n i n v i c t o r y l e d C i c e r o to hope f o r a 

(1) P l u t . C i e . 39. T y r r e l l , V o l . IV, p.48 
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r e s t o r a t i o n of the R e p u b l i c , a r e s t o r a t i o n i n which Caesar 

would f i l l the r o l e of the i d e a l statesman, the r o l e of an 

" a r c h i t e c t " and Athe' r o l e o f a "mason."^ 1) 

C i c e r o c l u n g to t h i s hope as l o n g as humanly p o s s i b l e . 

He was ever ready to see i n Caesar's a c t s a s i g n o f a r e t u r n 

t o the days of the R e p u b l i c . "The a l l - p o w e r f u l r u l e r , " he 

w r i t e s i n J a n u a r y , 45 B.C., "seems to me to be d a i l y i n c l i n 

i n g more and more to j u s t i c e and a r e a s o n a b l e view of t h i n g s . . 

...Every day something i s done w i t h more l e n i t y and l i b e r a -
(2) 

l i t y t h a n we were e x p e c t i n g . " v ; C i c e r o was always, a t Caesar's 
vvViG-^tvir p o t i S v b t e t » » ̂ st ' t\\ Y\\~*x &. l o v e . 

back, r e a d y A f o r the R e p u b l i c , and to urge him to a course of 

mercy i n d e a l i n g w i t h the e x i l e d Pompeians. I n h i s defense 

of M a r c e l l u s , C i c e r o d e c l a r e d b e f o r e Caesar: "There i s one 
more a c t t o be performed by you, 0 Caesar, one more t h i n g to 

(3) 

a c c o m p l i s h , the r e s t o r a t i o n o f the R e p u b l i c . " 

However, even the eager C i c e r o c o u l d not f o r ever p e r s e 

v e r e i n t h i s i l l u s i o n . Too soon i t became'evident to a l l t h a t 

Caesar had no i n t e n t i o n o f r e s t o r i n g a f r e e s t a t e , but of 

e s t a b l i s h i n g a monarchy, w i t h a l l the t r a p p i n g s of the E a s t . 

The death of T u l l i a added t o C i c e r o ' s d e j e c t i o n and gloorn 

over the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n and when on the Ides of March, 

44, Caesar f e l l a t the hands of the c o n s p i r a t o r s , C i c e r o 

r e j o i c e d . 
But he soon found t h a t they had exchanged a high-minded 

(1) Ad Fam. IX, 2,5 (2) Ad Fam..,vl, 10,5 S t r a e h a n -
(5) P r o M a r c e l l o , 8 Davidson, p.355 
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i f a m b i t i o u s a u t o c r a t f o r an u t t e r r a s c a l , so c o n t e m p t i b l e 

t h a t C i c e r o was almost tempted t o w i s h f o r Caesar a g a i n . 

"But are you, Marcus A n t o n i u s , i n any r e s p e c t t o be compared 

'with Caesar? He had c a p a c i t y , sense, memory,- l e a r n i n g , f o r e 

s i g h t r e f l e c t i o n , and s p i r i t . H i s w a r l i k e achievements, 

though r u i n o u s t o h i s c o u n t r y , were g l o r i o u s t o h i m s e l f . 

Through i n e x p r e s s i b l e t o i l , t hrough numberless dangers, he 

l a i d a scheme f o r a l o n g p o s s e s s i o n of-power. What he pro

j e c t e d , he p e r f e c t e d . With p r e s e n t s , w i t h shows, w i t h l a r 

g e s s e s , w i t h e n t e r t a i n m e n t s , he soothed the t h o i i g h t l e s s v u l 

g a r ; by h i s l i b e r a l i t y he o b l i g e d h i s f r i e n d s ; and by a sem

b l a n c e of clemency, h i s enemies. I n s h o r t , p a r t l y by f e a r , 

and p a r t l y by p a t i e n c e , he made the h a b i t o f s l a v e r y t o l e r a b l e 

to a f r e e s t a t e . The l u s t of power, I own,was inde e d common 

to you both; though i n no o t h e r r e s p e c t can you admit of a 

eomparlsonowith him. But from a l l the m i s f o r t u n e s i n f l i c t e d 

by him upon h i s c o u n t r y , t h i s advantage a c c r u e d , t h a t the 

people o f Rome have l e a r n e d how f a r any man i s t o be b e l i e v e d ; 

they have l e a r n e d whom to t r u s t and of whom to beware. But 

t h i s g i v e s you no concern; nor do you co n c e i v e what i t i s f o r 

brave men to ha i re now l e a r n e d how amiable i n i t s e l f , how 

ag r e e a b l e i n the consequences, and h o w - g l o r i o u s i t i s i n 

r e p o r t , t o k i l l a t y r a n t . I f they c o u l d not bear w i t h a Cae

s a r , w i l l t h ey endure A n t o n i u s ? B e l i e v e me, the w o r l d w i l l 

h e nceforward e a g e r l y rush, upon such an e n t e r p r i s e ; nor w i l l 

(1) Ad A t t . XIV, 13 
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they ever w a i t l o n g f o r an o p p o r t u n i t y , Cast a c o n s i d e r i n g 

eye, Marcus A n t o n i u s , a t l a s t upon your country.. R e f l e c t 

not on those w i t h whom you l i v e , but on those from whom you 

are descended. However you may s t a n d w i t h me, y e t r e c o n c i l e 

y o u r s e l f t o your c o u n t r y . 

T h i s passage n o t on l y marks C i c e r o ' s f i n a l e s t i m a t e o f 

Caesar, but a l s o i s -a f u r t h e r i n s t a n c e o f h i s l i f e - l o n g 

p o l i c y of w i n n i n g over t o the s i d e ' o f the R e p u b l i c a l l who 

had r i s e n t o power, a l l who t h r e a t e n e d t o be a menace t o the 

s t a t e . Seventeen y e a r s i t was s i n c e C i c e r o had w r i t t e n t o 

A t t i c u s , a s k i n g him i f i t was not a s e r v i c e t o the s t a t e t o 

win over t o the c o n s t i t u t i o n the man who was becoming a l l -

p o w e r f u l ; and f o r seventeen y e a r s he had never h e s i t a t e d , 

n ever wavered i n h i s d e v o t i o n t o t h i s p r i n c i p l e . When-all 

e f f o r t s to w i n Antony f a i l e d , he t u r n e d h i s a t t e n t i o n t o 

O c t a v i u s and t r i e d , "by s e p a r a t i n g him from Antony, t o w i n h i s 

a l l e g i a n c e , Once more C i c e r o t o o k t h e c h i e f p l a c e i n the 

s t a t e , a p l a c e he had not h e l d s i n c e the c o a l i t i o n , s e v e n t e e n 

y e a r s b e f o r e ; and t h i s l a s t y e a r of h i s l i f e i s the most 

g l o r i o u s , not su r p a s s e d even by 63. 

He threw h i m s e l f h e a r t a n d ' s o u l i n t o the t a s k of c h e c k i n g 

and r e s t r a i n i n g Antony, h e e d i n g n e i t h e r danger nor death; 

"One t h i n g ! w i l l here openly d e c l a r e . I n my youth I def e n 

ded my c o u n t r y ; i n my o l d age I ' w i l l n o t abandon her. The 

sword o f C a t i l i n e I d e s p i s e d , and never s h a l l I dread y o u r s . 
(1) P h i l . I I , 45. " O r a t i o n s , " J . W. M o r r i s , t r a n s l a t e d 

by W i l l i a m G u t h r i e , p.301 -
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W i t h p l e a s u r e s h o u l d I expose my person, i f by my b l o o d the 

l i b e r t i e s , of..Rome e o u l d be im m e d i a t e l y r e c o v e r e d , and the 

people o f Rome d e l i v e r e d from t h a t p a i n f u l . b u r d e n they have 

been so l o n g i n l a b o u r o f . lor i f almost twenty y e a r s ago, 

i n t h i s v e r y temple, I d e c l a r e d t h a t no death c o u l d be un

t i m e l y t o me, when c o n s u l a r ; much more t r u l y can I d e c l a r e 

the same now, when I am an aged man. To me, c o n s c r i f a t h 

e r s , d eath i s even d e s i r a b l e , now t h a t I have performed a l l J~ 

the d u t i e s which my s t a t i o n and c h a r a c t e r r e q u i r e d . ' Two 

t h i n g s o n l y I have now to w i s h f o r : the f i r s t ( t h a n w h i c h 

the gods themselves can bestow n o t h i n g on me more g r a t e f u l ) 

i s , t h a t I may l e a v e Rome the enjoyment of her l i b e r t y ; the 

o t h e r , t h a t the reward of eve r y man be p r o p o r t i o n e d t o what 

he has d e s i r e d o f h i s c o u n t r y . " ^ ) . 

But f a t e d e c reed o t h e r w i s e , and when on December 9, 43 

B.C., C i c e r o met h i s death, c a l m l y and b r a v e l y as he had l i v e d 

the R e p u b l i c ended. I t i s f i t t i n g t h a t w i t h the death of the 

l a s t g r e a t R e p u b l i c a n s h o t i l d t e r m i n a t e the R e p u b l i c f o r which 

he had g i v e n h i s l i f e , and f o r which, f o r n e a r l y f o r t y y e a r s , 

he "had fou g h t i n the vanguard of a l l the p o l i t i c a l f i g h t i n g , 

a g r e a t f i g u r e , t h u n d e r i n g d e n u n c i a t i o n s i n the forum, p l e a d 

i n g w i t h p a s s i o n a g a i n s t i n j u s t i c e , f i r i n g a f e e b l e Senate 

to s t a n d by the s t a t e , a devoted R e p u b l i c a n , a P a t r i o t of the 
(2) 

a n t i q u e Roman stamp." 

(1) P h i l . 11,46. " O r a t i o n s , " P. V/. H o r r i s , t r a n s l a t e d 
by W i l l i a m Guthrie,- p.302 

(2) "The Roman Way," E d i t h H a m i l t o n , p.82 



Much has been w r i t t e n i n p r a i s e of Cicero., hut i t i s a l l 

too l i t t l e f o r the monumental achievement of h i s own l i f e . 

As l i v y s a i d , "To sound h i s p r a i s e s would r e q u i r e a C i c e r o f o r 

i i i s e u l o g i s t . " I t i s perhaps b e s t t h a t we go to one of h i s 

_own countrymen, Y e l l e i u s P a t e r c u l u s , f o r one of the f i n e s t 

t r i b u t e s ever p a i d : "Yoix a c c o m p l i s h e d n o t h i n g , Mark A n t o n y — 

f o r the i n d i g n a t i o n t h a t surges i n my b r e a s t compels me to 

exceed the bounds I have s e t f o r my n a r r a t i v e - - y o u a c c o m p l i 

shed n o t h i n g , I say, by o f f e r i n g a reward f o r the s e a l i n g of 

those d i v i n e l i p s and the s e v e r i n g of t h a t i l l u s t r i o u s head, 

and by encompassing w i t h a d e a t h - f e e the murder of so g r e a t 

a c o n s u l and of the man who once had saved the s t a t e . You . 

took from Marcus C i c e r o a few a n x i o u s days, a few s e n i l e 

y e a r s , a l i f e w h i c h would have been more wretched under your 

d o m i n a t i o n t h a n was h i s death i n your t r i u m v i r a t e ; but you d i d 

not rob him o f h i s fame, the g l o r y of h i s deeds and words, nay 

you but enhanced them. He l i v e s and w i l l c o n t i n u e to l i v e i n 

the memory of the ages, and so l o n g as t h i s u n i v e r s e s h a l l 

e n d u r e - - t h i s u n i v e r s e which, whether c r e a t e d by chance, or by 

d i v i n e p r o v i d e n c e , or by whatever cause, he, almost alone of 

a l l the Romans, saw w i t h the eye .of h i s mind,-grasped w i t h 

h i s i n t e l l e c t , i l l u m i n e d w i t h h i s eloq_uence--so l o n g s h a l l i t 

be accompanied throughout the ages by the fame of C i c e r o . 

A l l p o s t e r i t y w i l l admire the speeches t h a t he wrote a g a i n s t 

you, w h i l e y o ur deed t o him w i l l c a l l f o r t h t h e i r e x e c r a t i o n s , 

and the race of man s h a l l sooner pass from the w o r l d than 
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the name of C i c e r o be f o r g o t t e n . , ! ̂ 1 'J 

(1) V e l l e r u s P a t e r c u l u s (C. 19 B..C.-31 A,D,) " H i s t o r y 
of Rome," B k . I I , 66, J . W. S h i p l e y , p.193 
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