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o CICERO'S ATTITUDE TO THE TRIUMVIRATE

Introduction

"He was a great orator, my child, a great orator, and

(1)

a1man who loved his country well,™ Possibly there is no

,singlé sentence in literature which sums up more admirably
and more fairly the life of Marcus Tullius Cicero. Much has
been written about him in ancient and modern tiﬁés.w No
Roman, perhaps no historical character, has been more wildly
praised or more unjustly condemned, and if the eulogies
and~censures‘have accomplished nothing more, they at least

. give asbundant tesbimony to the undying influence he has

‘had, not only on'hié own day and generation, but on dowﬁ
through,fhe ages.' There havé been numerous Statesmen of -
the first rank, innumerable men of letters, and many ora-
tdrs; but rarely ever is it given to one man to hold a
supremé'position in~qratory, letters; and pdlitios, ‘From
the moment he entered public life,lwhen‘he;rose:to defend
Sextus Roéciu3~offﬁmeria,‘tofhis final denuunciation of
Antony, Cicéro wielded a tremendous sway over the minds of

(1) Plut. Cic. 49. Translated by Straehan—Davidson,
‘"Cicero," p.249 -



hig fellow countrymen. There were times when his influence
Was for the moment lessened, but never entirely extinguished.
The yeérs of his youth andkearly manhood were spent in
anwatmosphere of party strife‘and civil warfare, an atmos-
phere which;kmOre than.anything else, Wés to determine the
~pblitioal views from Whioh he never wavered. Before his
eyes were unfolded the Social'War, and the death grapple
beﬁweén the popular party of'Mariué’and Cinna and the arisf
‘tocratic party of Sulla. This period, roughly about ten
yéars, when Cicero was between Tfifteen and’twentyafive yis
;of profound signifieaﬁée in Ciéero;s'life. He saw the merci-
‘less slaughter of thousands of his fellow cltlzens, thé
tyrannies of the generals, Marius, Sulla, and Cinna; thé
pfbscriptions following their vietories;'and the ruthless
and ferocious murder of many of the most eminent men of
Rome; Maréus Antbnius, Sulpioius Rufus, Catulﬂs, Caius
Jﬁlius, and Q¢’Muoius Scaevola all perished along with thou-
sandé more. - One of Cicero's own kinsmen, Marius Gratidianus,
was eruelly put to death at the hands of L. Serglus Catilina,
because of Sulla s hatred for all who were eonneoted w1th
Marlus. Such scenes as these could not but leave a lasting
impression upon the mind of the young man. In these years
was formed a hatred of war and a love of peace which were
to be controlling forces in his life ever after. When this
is borne in mind we can understand far better his future

policy, which has been called wavering and inconsistent.
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Yet through the whole ”one‘increasing purpqse runs," the
purpbseyﬁf preserving peace ahdrupholding the constitution
of Réme.~ He had seen the danger of the ﬁrecedent that had
beéh’set the danger of fhe victorious general backed by a
strong and well trained army, and he made 1t his duty to
win to the state any men who might be con51dered a threat
to that peace. Pompey, Caesaf,'Antony, and Octavius, he -
tried to Wih’to thé sidé,of the constitution, and to accom-
?lish'this he was willihg to make whatever sacrifices were
necéssary, no mattérkwhat personal humiliation and defeat
they inﬁolved; In Writing to Atticus about the apﬁroaching
';:Civil War between Pompey and Vaesar, he says, "As for me,
I céase ndt to advoeate peace. it’maykbe on unjust terms,
but evén so it is more expedient fhan the justést of civil
WaTS'"(l) and six years later in his second Phlllpplc, "I
con31der that peaee at any price ‘with our fellow 01tlzens
1s preferable to 01v1l war."(Z)
| Under Marius, Cicero had beheld a éemocratic govern-
ment, and ﬁnder Sulla, an aristoerétié governmenﬁ, and. hg
Was Qonvihééd of the failure of both and the need of a
change if the state were to be safe from tyranhy. He looked
 back to the glorious days of Rome, when all had worked
together for the good of the Republic, and he resolved to
(1) Ad Att. &,14. A1l translatlons unless other-
wise stated, are those of E. 0. Wlnstedt "Letters

to Atticus.” (The Loeb Classical lerary)
(2) Phil. IT, 15. Taylor P.563
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devote hié life to the rebuiiding of the o0ld Republic and
the étrengthening of it by uniting the better eléments of
al%vrahké into one strong governing body. Thiskﬁoonoordia
ordinum” was no sudden inépiration, no over-night dream,

but one of slow gréwth which gradually evolved in these
years of stress.

. W1th thls ideal in mind he set out upon his career.

His flrst public case was the defense of Sextus Rosclus of
Ama?za in 80 B.C. This case is one of the most significant
1n‘hls life, for here for the first time he clearly indi-
cafes the trend of his future political life. Those who
kaQCuse’Gieero'of cowardice must of neoéssity éverlook this
episode in his life. At a time when all the great advocates
bf Rome were cowed by thekfear of Sulla, Cicero alone dared
to raiée his vbice agalinst the éruel broscriptions, the con;
fiscation of property, and to make an open attack on the
chtator's favourite, Chrysogonus, and consequently Sulls
hlmself "This government has of late lbst not only the
quality of pardoﬁing but the habits’of justiee"(l)——énd this,
it must be remembered, was proclaimed in the presence of
Sulls. ’Surely not the utterance of g coward: UBut now that
I havelbeen engaged in the cause, by héaven' should I be
encompassed with every shape of death and danger, yet will

I do my duty in supporting and succouring my client. I am

(1) Pro Sextio Roscio Amerino, 1, William Guthrie,
”Orations of bloero " p. 2




resolved, I am determined, not only to speak whatever I

think can serve him, but to speak it with zeal, with boldness,

and with freedom; for no motive can be S0 powerful as to make
my fears get the better of my honour."(l) This hatred of
tyranny and fearleSsness he held all his life, even in the
face of death. kThere is a-wonderfdl parallel between this
;early,trial and his last great effort, the denunciation of
the tyranny,of Ahtony, a denunciation_whiéh he persisted in
ieven when he knew it meant death. "In my youth I defended
my oountry; in my old age I will notkabandon her, ’The~sword'v
of Catiline I desplsed and never. will I gquail before yours(Z)
Clcero 8 defense of Roscius was ~a work of genius. With
great sklll great tact, he was able to attack the proserip-
tions and Sulla's agents, and to exomerate Sulia from all
Aknowledge of the abuses of the prosoription, in such a way
that Sulla could not question the truth of Cicero's state-
ments without confirming the suspicion of his own guilt.
| "Thevyoung orator was firmly established; his ability
had‘been put to the test and not found wanting. 'He had
Shdwn:his hand and revealed the direction of his political
1eanings,~ The first step had been taken, and. he was now on

the threshold of his eareer,

(1) Pro Sextio Roscio Amerlno, I. William Guthrie,
p.1ll

(2) II Phil. 46. "Orations of Cicero." F. W. Norris,
translated by William Guthrie, p.302




CICERO'S ATTITUDE TO THE TRIUMVIRATE

Lhapter I

CICERO, POMPEY, CRASSUS, AND CABSAR TO 6% B.C.

Ih 71 B;C;'Gnaeus Pompeius Magnus returned to Italy,
a man who was destined, more than any llVlnb belng, save
pOSSlbly Caesar, to influence the course of Cicero's life.
Already Pompey had reached a position of eminencé”in the
_minds of the Roman people; He had extlngulshed the Marlan
party in Slclly and Africa, had been halled by Sulla as
,"Pompey the Great," and accorded a triumph, and now after
suppxess1ng Sertorlus' 1nsurrect10n in Spain and defeatlnn
'the remnants of Spartacus' force, he returned to Italy, to
demand a trlumph and the rlght to overstep all the minor
maglstra01es and -be s G&mildate for the ccnsulshlp for VO B.C.
In its jealousy the Senate refused and lost 1ts opportunlty
of binding Pompey to itself., The other foroes in the state
took advantage of the Senate's obstinacy and inviﬁed Pompey
to put himself ét their head. He and Marcus Licinius Crassus,
though jealous and disﬁrusfful of each other} yet realizing
that neither could hope tq make aﬁy headway against the

Senate without the aid of the othef, drew together for their



'7?1common 1nterests and marehed thelr armles to the gates of

"»f?Rome and foreed the Senate %o agree tO thelr demands. By

‘"*lfpfomlslno to restore the eontrol of the Jury courts to the

,Knlghts and the offlce of the Trlbunate in 1ts former pres—

‘ftlge to the Demoorats, Pompey and Crassus seeured the snpport

”/réof both orders for thelr oonsulshlp. These events were -

k’a:ﬁclosely Watched by a’ younb ‘man, Galus Jullus Caesar who

Mﬂl”iWas rapldly comlng to the fore as a leader of the Demoora—

;tlc party.,~ l ‘ , |
: As soon as they entered offlce 1n 70 B C they\began

“*f}their assault on - the Sullan constltutlon. Cleero naturally

5fffollowed the Equestrlan order and aecepted Pompey as hls

’if'j:polltical leader. In this year a bond was Torged between

Jl*fhthe two Wthh endured throughout thelr llves.~ Cloero hearey

‘rttlly supported Pompey and the questrlan order in thelr i

h‘idemands for a reorganlzatlon of the Jury courts,'whleh under

N

‘*ﬂ}the oontr@l of the Senate,khad become merely g farce.e A‘

“”ftgovernor would go out to a prov1nce w1th the assurance that

-

kiphe could commlt the most atroolous acts of plunder and by

‘”;brlbery free hlmself from any eharges that mlght be made

‘lagalnst hlm., Pompey had also promlsed 1n hls flrst speeeh

'eas eonsnl eleet that he would do his best to remedy the

Li:condltlons of provin01al government and to protect the

"ﬂ fprov1nceS from a Dolabella or-a Verres.~

Cleero hlmself greatly alded the movement bJ hlS im-

k"l peachment of Verres and. the publleatlon of hlS oratlons.




ff:'A rather eurlous parallel is found between this trlal and

c?the impeachment of Warren Hastlngs by Ldmund Burke a man

*7who hlmself was, in many respects, comparable to Clcero.~

<}By thls trlal blcero became the foremost advocate in Rome

f7fﬂfand the most courted. He had reached another turnlng -point

‘*tln,hlSwlIfe°‘ Then, as in our own day, success at the bar

~77b§énéd,,_efway tofnrther honcur.v Plutarch tells us.- that

”\.ki"there were not fewer dally appearlng at Hi's door, to do

‘Jrf*court to “him. than there were that came to Crassus for hlS

rt{'rlches, or to Pompey for hlS power amongst the soldlers,

Z?QQchese belng, at that tlme, the two men of the greatest repute ‘f

”r'»'and 1nfluence 1n Rome. Hay, even Pompey hlmself used to pay

t3¢court to Clcero, and Clcero 's publlc aetlons dld much to

’”;jestabllsh pompey s authorlty and reputatlon 1n the state "(l)

Whether or not Caesar was actlve in the destruetlon of

°°5?_the Sullan constltutlon ‘he at least approved of it.

b

Meanwhlle events Were shaplng Whlch were to draw Pompey
'Mand blcero stlll more closely together., The plrates who

ﬁlnfested the sea—coast oL the hedlterraneaﬂ had grown 80

"~strong that the ‘seas were no longer safe commerce was im-

*;peded the corn-supply was cut off the llves of Roman

9;femaglstrates were in danger and - even the port of Ostla had

’been attacked and Roman shlps burnt.: The prospect of a
~fam1ne soon brought matters to ac crlsls.; In 67 B.C. a

ceaftrlbune, Aulus Gablnlus, 1n the Assembly of the plebs,

(1) ,"Pl'ut ; Cie‘,‘ 8. A, 'H.’ C'leagh,‘ ":Plutarch's' LivesT p.231




propoSed that one man of consular rank should be invested
with supreme command over the wpole Mediterraﬁe&n and the
sea-coast for fifty miles inland. The rééources of the
treasury and army and naﬁj were to be placed at his command
~and his powerkwa8~to last for three years., The name of Pom-
péy‘was not mentioned in the proposal,'and yet everyone knew
that he was meant, even though Pompey, beginning his policy
’of,dissimulation, resolutely.affected indifference to the
commission and begged to be allowed to retire to private
life. The grant of such an exorbitant power t0 oneé man was
vigorously opposed by the‘Senate, bofh Catulus and Horten-
sius,Spéaking against it. They feared a return of theldidn
tatorial power of Marius and Sulla. However, the Hquites,
who had,suffered_grgat financial losses aé g result of the
éhecks imposed by the pirates on business, and the populace,
fearing a famine, supported and carried the bili.
Cicero aiso was for it. To him,it‘seemedka disgrace

‘that the'pifates~00uld successfully perturdb and armoy the
rmight of Rome, could’éheck'its commerce, and affront its
citizens, Caesar,yseeing that'the electorate was behind it,
decided to support it. ;"Cgesar spoke in favour of it,
‘th0ugh indeéd he cared very little for Pompeius, but from
the beginning it was his rlan to insinuate himself into the
~ popular favour and tb galn over the people,"(l)

(1) Plut. Pompey, 25.‘-“Plutarch's Lives," A. Stewart
and G. Long, Vol. III, p.224
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e~By'another Lex Gabinia, Lucullus, the commander in the

Eest against Mithridates, was replaced. It is reasonable

" to dnfer that this was the first step in a design to trans-
fer the command in the East to Pompey, for no sooner had
‘Manilius, one of the new tribunes, entered office f£oT 66 B;C
than he proposed that Pompey, who had so effeotlvely con-
quered the plrates should be eharged with the eonquest of
~eM1thr1dates, who for twenty years had baffled the greateét
;generals“ef Rome., He was to be given vowers as supreme as
any ef the emperors ever enjoyed, and he would now have in

‘his own. hands sufficient power to overthrow the state 1f

ey

he so de51red ‘The nobles, never gauging Pompey s character,

were alarmed and Qpposed the bill. The interests of the
taxefarmers,‘the'Equites, were greatly affected by the'GOn—
stant Warfare'in the East, and, seelng in Pompey the hope of
relief, they begged Cicero to support the proposal of Mani-
llus. Clcero, now praetor,ﬁmounted the rostra and delivered
his first oration to the Roman‘people, His plea:Was all the

more effective because he spoke from his own earnest con-

vietions.” He saw the glory of the Roman people at stake, the

\safety of Rome's frlends and allies threatened, and the
revenues greatly lessened. On the other hand he saw s great
general by whom WCivilVWar; Transalpine War, Spanish VWar,
promiscuous war of the most warlike cities and nations,‘
SGrVile war, naval war, e#ery variety and diversity of wars

and enemies, had not only been encountered, but enooﬁntered
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victoriousiy."(l) Pompey's character was unquestionable; he
.héd never at any time shown himself to be grasping after
‘poqér or greedy for wealth; and in - his conducet towards the
conQueréd he had been ﬁosf lenient. He had all the qualities
bf a great‘general. Then, too, Pompey, at the moment, was
in the neighbourhood of Mithridates' territories with a
kviqtoribus army; Evéry argument,‘every word Cicero uttered
was irrefutable; A% this stage‘Pompey'had shown no wesak-
nesses., ‘He was the gfeatest general bf the time, and Cicero
‘félt thaf he was neoeséary,,apd that he alone was capable
of bringing the war to a successful cdnclusion. tAll‘recog«>
‘nizedythe greatness of‘Pompey's achiévements;‘and no fival
'had yet appeared to overshadow him,
To:those who accused Cicero @ﬁfseeking to curry favour

,with the foremost man of Rome, he replied: . "And I call all
the gods to Witness, and especially those who preside u#er
this place and temple, who gsee into. the minds of all those
~who apply themselves to affaifs of state, that I am not .
’doing this at the request of anyone, nor because I think to
conciiiate the favour of Gnaeus Pompeius by taking'this
side, nor in order, through the greatness of_anyéne else,

t0. seek for myself protectibn against dangers, or alds in
’the acquirement of honours; becdﬁse, as for dangers, I shall
easily repel them, as a man ought to do, protected by my

(1) Pro Lege Manilia, 10. U"The World's Grest Classics,®
0. D. Yonge, p.1l34




”‘fcons1derat10ns of my own prlvate 1nteres

kﬂfeéwnjinnoeeﬁoe§ an&Tesyfothoneﬁréi I»shall;not‘gainkthemfby
© the favour of any men, mor by enything that Happems in this
‘,}piace but by the samé- laborlous course of " llfe Whlch I
IIhave hltherto adopted, 1f your favorable 1ncllnat10n aSSlStS

Wherefore Whatever I have undertaken in thls cause,

’O Romans, I assure you that I have undertaken wholly for

| ik’che sake of the Republlc, and I am so far from thlnklng

, Ithat I have galned by 1t the favour of any 1nfluent1al man,
IVfthat I know, on the other hand that I ‘have brought on my-

'"Self many enmlties some secret some undlsgulsed' which

::~'fI need never have 1ncurred and Whlch yet will not be 1n-"

fgurlous o) you., But'I have~resolved that I 1nvested with

.my pres&nﬁ honours, and loaded with so many klrdnesses from -

"Tyou,’should prefer your*lnolination 'and'the dlgnlty of the

‘Repﬁblic, ‘and the safety of our prov1nces and allles to the
-b 11 ( l ) ;, = ;_ﬂ ‘

Caesar also supported the law' but from entlrely dif—‘

”erferent motlves.‘ He had no great Iove for Pompey, but he saw

"_!that while pleas1ng the people by upholdlng Pompey's 1nte;

",rests, he Was addlng to the 1ll-w1ll already felt by many
7for Pompey.' Then, too, he must have felt that it could do

';hlmself no harm to make the precedent famlllar, it mlght

ngkserve hlm valuably in the future. For however necessary

;f}supreme command was yet the very recognltlon of it could

(l) Pfo Lege Manllla, 24, 'ﬁTheﬁWorldls;Great Classics,"~

C. D Yonge P.150
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serve as a dangerous eXample to ambiftious generals, Each
time such a concession is made, 1t becomes easier to grant
it g second and a third time, until "blunted with communityg%)
it becomes the natural thing, Sulls and Marius had intro-
duced the new statesman, the military chief ét the head of

a strong andkdevbted'army, and now Pompey, only a few years
later; was adding to the familiarity of the procedure.

With Pompéy’s departure, affairs at Rome -were left in
the hands of others for the next five years; and yet the
shadow of Pompey hovered over everyone; his presence was
never quite forgotten, and all~moveskthat were made were
made with the reaiization that with Pompey lay the final say,
regardless of the will of others., The reports of his nume-
rous Qonquests’served to hold aloft his prestige, and the
prospect of_hiSfreturn4at the head of a victorious army kept
,menfin s state of anxiety and eagerness to do nothing o )
offend one who could be a second Sulla if he willed.
| - With Pompey out of the way, Caesar began to assume g
 more prominent position. He,was;rapidly coming to the fore
as akleader of the Demberatic party. In his ambitions he
foﬁnd a ready ally in Crassus, Pompey‘s former eolleague.
There was no one in Rome more envious of Pompey than Crassus,
‘and nothing would please him more than %o humble his power-
ful opponent. By 66 B.C. there is evidence‘that the two

had drawn closely together, for it is clear that Crassus

(1) Henry IV, Pt. I; Act III, Scene II, line 77
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must have financed Caesar's candidacy for the aedileship.
Realizing Pompey's.tremendous power, Caesar and Crassus and
‘thquemocratic party began to strengthen themselves and to
‘kbuild up an effective oﬁpésition with which to confront Pom-
pey on his return.

The‘consﬁls, P, iutronius Paetus and P. Cornelius Sulla,
, were‘no sooner elected in the summer of 66 B.C. than they
were accused of bribery, and L. Manlius Torquatus and L.
Aurelius Cotta replaced them. Catiline, just returned from
Africa, had intended t#o étand’for the conSulship, but had
“been accused of extqrtion and notpermitted %o run. The ‘
dépcsed consuls Were;in desperate straits and entered info
a Qonspiracy to~mufder fhe‘new consuls and recover the con-
sulkships, butb th¢ plot became kunown snd failed. There is
much confusion over the details of the comspiracy, its sup-
pcrtérs,'aﬁd‘aims. Dio Cassius and Suetonius assertsd“that
Aﬁtggnius.and Sulla were to have been reestablishéd‘as con-
sulé; but Sallust maintaineéd that Aatrbnius an ‘Catiline
were to have been the new conéuls. On one point, however,
“all agree; Caesar and Crassus were at the back of it.‘ As
‘the next move, Gn. Calpurnius Pisoywas’sent to Spain to
gather the‘remnants of the Marian party there, and to estab-
lish é stronghold for demderatic control., This likewise
miscarried and Piso was killed, either by the Spaniards or
by Pompey's adherents. In both attempts to build up a power

‘sufficient'to withstand Pompey, Caesar and Crassus had been
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~Tchecked.5 S ’
And yet thev were not completely unsuccessful. That

‘tthe anti Pompelan party was strengthened durlng Pompey's

5[fabsence 1s shown by the electlon of Catulus and Crassus to
:j‘the censorshlp. Boph'weresqpposed to\Pompeyfs;power, Catulus

klfas a Republlcan and CfaSSus as a riVal.f MoréOver' Catulus

7‘Was representatlve of: the general oplnlon of the Senate in
7hls opp031t10n to. Pomney's elevatlon to such absolute power.

In tbls year (65 BaCs ) Caesar and Crassus proposed to

'ufenroll Egypt as a Roman prov1nce on- the ground that ‘the last S
k‘fklng, on hls death in 81 B.C., bad left it to the Roman :

1 peeple,_;It matters llttlegwhether ‘a8 Plutareh says, Crassus '

1p?eposethheebill, OrQWhether;it;was;Caesar, as_Suetonius
"tasserts.e»The'important pdintﬂis:that~it wa.s anotner attempt

'j7on the part of Caesar and Crassus. to secure a measure of

"}lpower for themselves.f By this time Egypt was almost the onlyk'

Hflestrong terrltory as vet not occupled by Pompey's foroes and

’1t Would prove an excellent base of operatlons for his. oppo~
3nents. fThere~1s:no doubt:that it was Ceesar;who Wa$\t0 have
lebeen sent'out\te ennek'thelnew brovinde.‘ Bnt onee»again
efCaesav and Crassus Were ehecked thls tlme by Catulus and by~
‘Clcero who naturallv opposed all measures dlrected agalnst
5“lPompey.; It is. hlghlv probable that the now fragmentary
: speeeh“”De Rege Alexandrlno ‘was dellvered at thls tlme;

Hav1ng secured the praetorshlp 1n 66 B G., Cicero was

}now ellglble for the oonsulshlp for 65 B. C. He was the only
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one of the seven candidates who was by birth an Equestrian,
| and though he would ﬁaturally have fhe support of the’order,
yet he recognized from the outset that his election would
be & difficult and hard—feught battle. As-an oretor he
had many friends, and no doubt those of the municipalities
who werehable would come ﬁo support him.~ But-he had to
fight agaihst tradition, the tradition that the consulship'
,belonged to the nobility. "A 'novus homof might, by his
talents,krise as high as the praetorship, but the next etep
was exﬁremely diffioult; The commons couldfbestewzthe
other magistracies, but the nobles passed the consulship
from hand to hand within their own order. No 'novus homo!
:Was‘soefamous'or so illustrious for his deeds, that he was
not COnsideredkunworthy of that honour, and the ofﬁice, sb
td speak, suliied by such an incumbency. To break into
this charmed eirele required either some special emergency
~or~unﬁsual good fortune."(l) And Cicero had the "good for-
‘tune“'to*be‘a candidate when someone for a "special emer-
genCy“~was needed.

Some months before the election it was clear that four
of the competlitors were negligible. The election clearly
had narrdwed doﬁn to three dandidates, G. Antonius, Cati-

‘line, and Cicero. About this time we find the statement

(1) Sallust, "Jugurtha,” 63, "Cicero and His influence,"
~J. C. Rolfe, p.24 :




-17-
e lettergl) of Cicero's to Atticus that he was thinking
ofkdeféndiﬁgycatiline, with a view, says W. W. How, "to
paving the way to a coalition with him for the eleotion,"(g)

Cicerois detractors pounce on. this sentence %o prdve the
utter shamelessnésskof~Cicero's character. Many of Cicero's
kkdefenders retorj that he is merely acting as a lawyer of
today,‘and'taking the bad cases with the good; others, that
‘at this time Cicero did not know Catiline'é real character.
This latter view has no justification whatever. Cicero had
good reason to remember Catiline's conduot_in the Sullan
proéériptions fifteen years before, and ﬁis brutal]treatment
of Cicero's own kinsman. His career since then héd%been
on thefsamé level, and all Rome knew him for what he was.

V However, it 1s just possible that Cieero had no inten-
tioﬁzof defending Catiline at this, or any other, time. We
: ~know from Cicero's own statement, as Well as fromrothefé,
thatAhe neVer.did defend him, and also that from Cicero's
own’contemporaries no suggestion has come. that he did. It
waskonly after the publication of this letter that we find
any reference in the ancient writers to the question of
' Cicerofs defeﬁsé 6f:Catiline.ﬂ What purpose, then, did the
letfer‘to Atticus serve? For there is no doubt but that

Cicero meant something when he wrote this., He was not

(1) Ad Att. I, 2 : f
(2) "Cicero--Select Letters,” Notes W. W. How, p.34
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writing merely for amusement. No doubt Atticus, on receiv-
ing such a letter; would be’thoroughly alarmed and return
at ané to . Cicero., This is just what Cicero wsnted. Kot
only that, buf Cicero makes it clear in the letter that it
‘ié his arrival he wants. "Tuo adventu nobis opus est
maturo." An-additional proof to this theory is to be found
in the fact that Cicero used this artifice to bring Atticus
home a‘secdnd time, Six years later when Clodius was stand-
ing for the tribuneship and Qpenlyfthreatening Ciéero, and.
when it was to Cieero's interests that he-should be-defeated,
_he’writes to Atticus: "ief.him (Clodius) by all means be-
ooﬁé tribune; of for no other reason, to make you return
"~ all the sooner from Epirus.”(l)
In én effort to defeat Gicero, Antonius and Catiline
‘unitedliheir féroes. There is no doubt that Caesar and
Crassus were behind them. Having failed in all their efférts
to fortify themselves against Pompey, and féaring his return
in the near future, they arranged the joint candidature,
detérmined to have a strong and unserupulous executive uhder
their control for 63. There are many proofs of this., Only
a few months before the election, to ingratiate himself
with the people and to affront the Senate, Caesar had caused
to be,arraigned before him andzhadcondemned all those, who
during Sulla's proscriptions had killed a proscribed citi-

“zen, Yet Catiline, one of the cruellest and most guilty

(1) Ad Att. II, 15,2
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wss not mentioned by Caesar. In order to check Caesar, a
similar oharge was brought against Catiline by the tribune
L. Imcceius. The trial, however, did not take placé.until

o month after the election. It has been conjectured that
Caesar, on some pretext, had succeedéed in delaying the elec-
tion, so as not to prevent Catiline's candidacy. In the
end, through Caesar's influence, he was acquitted. This
’incident proves beyond a doubt Caesar's interest in Catiline;
and since the trial took place after the election, it seems
highly probable that Catiline would have Caesar's support

in the next election. '

It is certain that Antonius and Catiline; both bankrupt
aristooréts, were financéd by Crassus and supported by Caé—
sar. DBribery was carried on so openly and shamelessly that
the Senate thoﬁght it necessary to introduce a more rigorous
klaw than the Calpurnian. The prcposed reform, howevef; was
soon'ehecked by a tribune, probably a creature of Caesar's,)
and“Crassus‘. Provoked to find himsélf surrounded by so
desperate a confederacy, Cicero rosé and delivered his speegh,
"In Togé Candida”,kpreserved in part by Asconius., He as-
sailed Antonius and Catiline without fear and without reserve.
The entire records of the two candidates were tbrn to pieces.
Mueh more significant were the passages in which he pointed
out that Catiline and Antonius were not the real heads of
the movement. The controlling forces were to be found else-

where, and Cicero made this gquite clear without even men-
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tioningkd;esar and Crassus by name. The joint candidature
of Catiliné/ahd Antonius was merely a further move of the
- same type as the plot'of‘66-65 and Piso's mission to Spain.
There was no need to mention names. The House knew well
who had been respohsible for theée earlier efforts. Only
the night before, a conferénce of Catiline and Antonius and
théir~agents had been held at the home of a man notorious
for electoral corruption. Asconius is ceftain that 1t was
either Caesar or Crassus.

The speéch Was‘deliveredkonly a few-days before the
@lection.‘ A11 classés were now thoroughly alarmed. With
,the gupport of the’nobles and ﬁhe'Equites;and eommon‘people,
Cicero carried the election in all thirty-five tribes. "He
kwas préferred tb the eonsulship no less by the noblesvthan

the ‘common people, for the good of the city."(l)

(1) Plut. Cic. 10. "Plutarch's Lives," A. H. Clough,
D.235 |
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Chapter II

CICERO'S CONSULSHIP, 63 B.C.

Cieero had now attained the highest office in the Roman
state.' Nelther aristocratic birth nor electoral corruptlon
had aided him. His own merit and character alone had ele- .
vated him to the sumnit of every Roman's ambition. "He was
a man who owed his elevétion wholly to himself, who had
ennobled his lowly blrth who was as dlstln guished in his
llfg a3 he was great in genius, and who saved us from being
vanquished in intellectual aocomplishmgnﬁs by those whom
we had vanquished in arms."Ql)

’Ciéero entered on his cénsulship'at a time When Rome
was torniwith internal strifé and anXiety, Nevér before in
her history had she stood in greater need of a strong and.
able consul, The new trlbunes were bringing forward radi-
cal agrarién megsures to stlr up the people and to lessen
Pompey’suinfluence; they were attempting to revise the laWs
for bribery, hobing thus to avert the ruin of Sulla and
Autronius; fhey wished té restore the sons 6f the proscribed,

(1) Velleius Paterculus, "History of Rome," Bk. II,
XXXIV. F. W. Shipley, p.125




and to cancél all debts; so that, as Cicero declared in his
firsﬁ speech .gs éonsul, "the LRepublic was delivered into his
haggs full of terrors and alarms; distracted by pestilent
laws and seditious’harangﬁes; endangered, not by foreign wars,
but intestine evils, and the traitorous designs of profligate
citizens; and that there‘was no mischief incident to a state
which the honest had not cause to apprehend, the wicked to
expect."(l) |

| Cicero's first effort aftér his election was to secure
thé support of his colleague Antonius, by giving up to him
~the wealthy province of Macedonia. Caesar and Crassus had
been more fortunate in the tribunician eleotions,’ibf the
‘majo:ity of the éuccessful candidates were elther under their
direction, or at ieast ameﬁable‘to their wishes. The new
fribunes bégaﬁ their year of office on December 10, 64 B.C.,
and one of them, P. Servilius Rullus! at once proposed’an
agrarian bill. The professed objeot of the bill was to pro—i
" vide Kfor‘\the founding of colonies in Italy, by which the
pauper population was to be drained away from thé crowded
Capital and settled on small farms. But where was the‘land
to0 be found? Certainly not in Italy. The'oniy way to seéure
land for distridbution was by purchase and this necessitated
a large sum of ﬁbney. On the surface the plan might sound
well., It is only when we come to the methods of raising the
kmoney that we come upon the real purpose of the bill. It

(1) De lege Agrar. contra Rull., I, 8,9: 2,3.
Middleton, p.130




provided for thélsale or taxation of all state property
acquifed Sinee'és; This, of course, included all the recent
conquests of Pompey in the Hast, -among them the wealthy pro-
vinces of Blthynla, ?ontus, blllCl&, and Syrla. Though no
mentlon was made of Egypt, yet the clauses were SO worded
that it could be dealt with as the proposers of the bill
wished; The entire collection and admlnlstratlon of the law
was to be entrusted to a commisgsion of ten who were to have
the imperium of pro-praetqrsyamd to hold office for five

S years. The glause requiring'candidates}to appear .in person
assured the exclusion’ of Pompey. Ha& the Dbill carried,
Caesar and Crassus, who would, of course, have been among
fhe.ten, would have'had’under,their control an immense for-
tune, and this time they could have made themselves masters
of Ewyptg which they had failed to do in 65.

Clcero at once recognized it for what it was, an attaek
~on Pompey and an~effort on the part of Caesar and Qrassus

to secure control of Bgypt. On Januvary 1, 65; the first day
of his éonsulship, he rose and,deliVeredka fierce attack on
fhe,bill, and a glowing eulogy of Pompey‘s achievements in
the East. "Then there is Alexandria and the whole of Egypt;
how,séoretly it ig smuggled in, how all mention of it 1s
gvoided, how cunhingly‘it‘is handed over tb,ﬁhe decemvirs,

1)

~the ten kings.“K "And can you doubt that certaln persons

 ‘are seeking'for domination end supremacy over the whole

(1) Contra Rullum, Ii, 15,38 et seq. Strachan-
baVldson p.101 .
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‘~Sta@e, when you see that they keep out that man who, as they

very plainly perceive, will be the defender of your liber-

(1) ;

‘cJ’.e,s.“Y
Cicero had noksooner'brought to’the attention of the
people the full import of the bill than they were ready to
resist it and the proposal was withdrawn. 6nce again Caesar's
plans were frustrated. Another tribﬁne~proposed to restore
full ﬁolitiéal rights‘to the children of the proscribed,
Cicero opposed the bill, not because he thought i1t was not -
'just, but because he felt that it was ili-tiﬁed and dangerous
S to raise the question just now. ”
Soon,afterwards.Labiénus, a tribune and an agént of
Cgesar's, brought a charge of murder égainst an old man;
Gaius Rabirius, for an act commiﬁted thirfy-éeven yearé ago0 s
Stréngely enough, Caesar and‘his kinsman Lucius Caesar were |
. the Judges. By their verdict Rabirius was judged guilty and

‘sentenced to death. Cicero spoke on Rabirius' behalf on the

occasion of his appeal to the Assembly of the people, but
before the trial could be concluded, the Assembly was dis-
solved by the ancient device of striking thevréd flag on the

Javiculum. Rabirius himself was too obscure to warrant an

attack on his life. The real motive was to attack the
Senate's right to arm the city in time of tumult by passing

the ”Senatus Consultum Ultimum." This decree gave the

Senate's sanction to any action, however, violent, taken by

(1) Conmtra Rullum, II, 10,25. Strachan-Davidson, p.10%



by the magistrates; and the Démberatie‘party had always
‘questloned the Senate's legal rlght to eondemn and put to
‘death those whom it considered traltors.

The fortunes of Caesar, at this moment, were at a low
ebb.  He had been thwarted at every turn. {icero, backed
by the benate.and Knights, had proved strong enough to carry
_the day, and would contlnue tor do 80T for the rest of the
year. Pompey was on the p01nt of returning in trlumph from
the East. In hlS efforts to 1ngrat1ate himself with the
people Caesar had lav1shed everythlng he could borrow, and
‘now his debts were enormous .

The death of old Q. Metellus Pius left the office of
Pontlfex Max1mus vacant. The pos1t10n was an imporbtant and
highly honoured one, and Caesar at once determined -to sécure
g i£ for himself.' With the éid of his tribune Labienus hé‘
repealed Sﬁlla{s law, which had placéd the election in the
,’hands of the~oollége, and restbred the control of the elec-
tion to the people,’where his strenéth lay. He was trium-
phantly rétﬁrned over’eveﬁ the venerable Catulus. Caesar
héd staked everything on the election. In his canvass he

had added to his already overwhelming debts, and as he left

his house on the morning of the election he said, "My mother,

(1)

today you will see me either High Priest or an exile."
Meanwhile the time for the elections for the year 62
was drawing‘nigh. There were four candi&ates, D. Junius

(1) Plut. Caes. 7. "Plutarch's Lives," 4. H. Clough,
pP.279
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Silanus, L. Licinius Murena, Servius Sulpioius, and lastly
Catiline. Catiline héd determined to run again, and was now
pregaringafor the consulship with such open bribery that
Cicero was forced to propose a new and even more severe law
against it. Catiline knew that the law was directed against
~himself, and this rebuff added to his hatred for Cicero.
Seeing S0 ﬁany éf the forces of the -state determined to pre-
vent his election, he became aiarmed“and began to act rashly{
When Cato threatened him in the Senate and deelared‘that he
should be brought to justice, he answered; "that if any |
flame should be excited‘in his fortunes, he would;extinguish
it, notywith water, but'with~ruin."(l)‘Both Dio ahd;Piutareh
asSert that he intended to over-awe the Assembly by force,
and formed g design to kill Cicero oh thé election day,<2)
In some way Cicero got an inkling of his intention, and_sus—
A\pectihg trouble from one-in_Catiline's,abandoned and . despe-
rate‘chdition had the election postponed for a few days.
"Wheanicerékcalled upon him in the,Senaﬂe to account for his
Qonduct, he was told, ﬁthat the state haﬁ two bodles, one
sickly, with a weakX head, the other sound, but'without any
‘head at all; and that the latter, while he waé alive, should
not be without a head since he was so much obliged to that

body.”(z) The Senate was alarmed, 1f not envirely convinced

(1) Pro ¥Wurena, 25. F. W. Norris, "Qrations of Cicero,"
Translated by William Guthrie, p.l55

(2) Dio I,:37,43; Plut. Cic. 14

(3) Pro iurena, 25. Guthrie, p.l54
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. of the danger of Catiline's designs; and in the election
Catiline was defeated and Silsnus and Murens éleoted.
| This second defeat ended Catiline's hopes of attaining
power by ednstitutiqnal methods. He had made many rash
promises to his supporters, guaranteeing to canGel all debts,
t0 make ‘a general attack on property and wealth; and to over-
throw the present order of things; and now, with the ruined
men of gll classes in Rome gathered/around him, he had no
glterngtive buf to carry out his promises by other means.
In desperation he made his plans and the fedl Catilinarian
Conspiracy was set on foot,
His plans ét this time did not seem s0 futiie. ’He had
a large backing behind him; old soldiéré of Sulla who had
fallen heavily into debt and weré eager for another dictator-
ship and proséfiption; the pauper population,.ahd in fact all
those who were in debd and'would welgome any reVOlution;“and
the large class of criminal and disgraced men, iholuding
severalFSenétors, Catiline's dissolute and corrupt rakes
could be counted on; the only formidable army was in fhe Lagt

with Pompey; and his friend Antonius was one of the consuls.

The dis cast, he sent his officer Manlius to Etruris to

recruit and equip an army, and he himself set out to increase’

his strength in Kome.
The details of the conspiracy need not concern us here.
What is of importance is the position of Caesar and Crassus

in the conspiracy, and Cicero's attitude towards them. There

!
E
I
‘
i
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is every reason to believe thgt Caesar and Urassus supporbed
~Catiline in his candidature, perhaps not as actively as
before, when there was a far greater menacé in the person

of Cieeib, but at least Catiline had their,good%will, The
fact that they~did’not oppose Cieéro's law for bribery as
vigorouély as they had the law of the previous year is an
indication that théy were a little less active on his bhehalf,
And yet it may be counted on that Céesar and Crassus would

- not allow'Catiline to be drawn too far from them. They were
nbt the men to be hostilé'to~36meone.who had a‘fair prospect
of election, In the event of Catiline's election(hé would
be very useful to them, and they trusted thét tﬂéy’would bhe
able to control him and to persuade him to give up any of’
hié rash promiges of‘wh%ch‘the Wealthy Crassus, at least,
WOuld~be certain to disappfove. With a wealthy province ih
pros@éét Catiline would bermﬁeh more amenable to suggeétioﬁ.
B But affer Catiiiné’s defeét, when his policy changed to
'~one’of,openﬁrebellionr‘civil war, and arson, d4id Caesar and
'Crassus,support him? Mommsen and Tyrrell believe they did.
Strachan-Davidson, Heitlgnd,“and Rice Holmes, on the bther
hand, argue that,they were not implicated in fhe congpiracy.
‘Eaeh offers'a lengthy argument and quotes his authorities
_and‘proves'to his own sétisfaetion that he is right.' However,
,it;is possible to take & view that is midway between both
opinions. The clearest and briefest expression of this view

‘is found in Warde Fowler's "Life of Caesar.”
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In one short paragraph he disposes of the whole guestion
!ofnCaesar's and Crassus' share in the Catilinisn Comspiracy.
”Tnpilatter part of thié memorable year was occupled with s
last and desperate attempf of the democratic parﬁy to poésess
themgelves‘of the state power while there was yet time to
forestall Pompeius. This is the famous conspiraéy of Catil-
inag it'waé‘éﬁwgfgéék of “the left Wing'bhﬂfhe senatorial
position, and the real leaders of the demécracy took no open
or active part in it. It élways’has‘been,/and always will
be a debatable question’how far Caesar'and.cfassus'were
concerned in it; we incline here to ﬁhe conclusion that they
had some-knowledge’of it; as of the,earlier plot, but inward-
ly reserved the right to betray it, if it should seem-godd T
to them. They might use it, if it were sucoessful, for their
own ‘ends; wheﬁ it promiSed to be a failure, they prohably
gave info:mation about it to the government."(l>

Had Catiline succeeded in seizing power Caesar undoub-
vtedlykwould have’téken'advantage of  the situation;ahd attained
the position he did.in,49,»feurteen‘years later..'Bﬁf the
“entire fir$t half of 63, the hullan agrarian bill, the ques-
tion of the pfoscribed, gnd that of R;biriug, had shown Cae-
sar the strength of Cicero, and as the weeks weﬁﬁ on he saw
the alarm of the Senate and the Knights,,and how solidly
they stood behind their consul in time of danger. He had

been able to bring in a bribery law against Catiline, and to

(1) W. Warde Fowler, "Life of Caesar,” p.79
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defeat him in the election. Pompey was on the verge of
 returning to Rome at the head of a victorious army, and no
imatter‘how strong Catiline was, Pompey would prove even
stronger. Besides, Cicero had declared in his "Secchd Cati-
linarian® on November 9 that Catiline‘s army was not a matter
for alarnm, that once out of Rome, the greatest danger from
him vanished. "Therefore, with our Gallic legions, and With
the levies whieh\Quintus'Metellus héévraiéed in the Picenian
and Gailié,téfrbfofy, and with these troops which every day
are being got ready by us, I hold in utterhoontempt that

army composed of desperate old men, of clownish profligates,

~and uneducated spendthrifts; of those who have preferred to
‘desert their bail rather than that army, which will fall to
.piéees 1f I show them not the battle arrsy of our army, but

an ediet of;thévpraetor."(l) There is no reason to suppose

that Caesar would not be even better.aequainted with the/ . :
- strength of Catiline's forces:than Cicero. The more con-
Vinced Caesar became of the impossibility of Catiline's
sucoéss, the farther away he drew ffom him.

There was, however, another motive to he taken into
consideration. In the summer of 63 lMetellus Nepos, an agent
~of Pompey's, had come home to stand for the tribunate aﬁd'
had been elected. ﬁad he come home to prepare the way for
Ponpey's imminent return, of for some other purpose? Cato,
kat leasf,\suspecfed that he éame-for no good and gave up

(1) In Catil. II, 3. "The World's Great Classics,"
Cse D. Yonge, p.22
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his journey and returned to stand against him for the tri-
bunate. Caesaf at once saw an opportunity Lo turn a threa-
teq?d dangerato his own interests. If Pompey Jjoined Cioefb
and odnsequently the Senatorial and Equestrian-parties,
Caesar's Tortunes and those of the democratic party would ,
receive & lewjthat would- render them powerless for years.
‘But after all, theré were many who were bitterly~jealous‘of
Pompeyﬁkthey could never forget thevabsolute pdwer‘he had
received, the hohours that had been heaped on him, his popu-
larity with the people, and they lived in fear of another
 dictatorship. If GCaesar could further aliehate Pompey from
the Senate. and unite him to himself, the path beforekhim‘
would stretch straight ahead. f
| Caesar at ane embarked on this policy and set out to 3
'WinrMetellus~bver. His policy in the next few months offers
abﬁhdant evidenée that hé was directing all his energy to
paving the way for a union with Pompey. His proposals that

the honour of completing the Capitoline Temple be transferred

from Catulus to Fompey, and that Pbmpey‘be recalled to re-
store order, are all moves to Iingratiate himself with Pompey
and alienate him from the Senate. That Caesai and ietellus
musﬁ have had an understanding in the latter'part of 63 1s
evidenced by their partﬁership in these two motidns.

’ But tp return to Caesar's position in 6%3. With his
eléction to the office of Pontifex Maximus and the praetor-

‘ship, and a pro-governorship in the offing, and with the
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financial baekihg of Crassus, and the prospect of an under-
standing With Pomrey, Caesar's expectations began to rise.
He‘gould now afford ta abandon Catiline, espeoially since
his COnspiraoy Was'being S0 effeCtively baffled by'Cicero;'

There is no doﬁbt that many of their contemporaries
sugpected Cagsar gnd Crassus df being in some way implicated $
in the oonspiréoys It is not surprising, considering their
former connection with Catiline and fheir marked reserve and
,Caution during‘the whole affair. Caesar's whole life laid
khim open to such a suépicion, gince there had'hardly been g
"plct ih which he had not had some share. Dio expressés the
~opinion that when Crassus, who had never been very friendly
tokCioero, revealed what he knew of the comnsplracy to Cicero
‘he did it in Ordef to escape suspicion.<l) There seems to
héve'been‘a bélief prevalent that the letters concerning thef
L éonspiraey left at Crasshs' house Wepe placed there in’anr
effort to ftrap him. If he kept silent, his»guilt would be
| présumed. It is difficult tJ say whether he, and of course
Caesar, foo, would have revealed this information if'they
had not “been forced to. The informer Tarquinius on December
4 deciared that he had a message from‘Crassuslto Catiline
written the day before. Though Cicero and the Senate felt
it to be ill-timed and deélared,the information to be false,
many bélieved it. Others felt it was a move to check Cras-

sus. The general suspicion of Caesar was revealed in Cato's

(1) Hard "The Catilinarian Conspiracy," p.63
s ,
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speech on December 5, and the charges of Curius, and fhe
offerskof Vettius to prodﬁee a letter of Caesar's to Catiline,
and also in the actions of Catulus and Piso. " |

When Caesar spoke against the death warrant he was in a
difficult position. He eould~not vote for the death penalty
and adnit that the Senate had the right to put = man to death,
since he himself might some.day'be,in a positionrto regret it.
And yet, if he defended the eonspirafors or asked for lenien-
cy, he would be all but ackgowledging'his own guilt. But he
‘was‘eqUal'ﬁo'the occasion and with the mos+t skilful Delian
ambiguity accomplished his purpose.

Many of Caesar's defenders have used the faet that Cic-

'ero never accused him and publlely acquitted him of Vetiius'

charges as a proof of his innocence. Yet it must be remem-

bered that the prosecution of Catiline was an entirely dif-

ferent matter from the prosecution of Caesar and Crassus.

!

They had committed no open action, had not shown themsel#es

aetive in the-eeheﬁiraey,'but rather had kept inqthexbeek—
ground. They were powerful men with a large following.
Cicero and others felt it was far better to overlook what
they’oould not prove, than, by stirring up a‘hopeless situa-
tion, lose what they had already gained. To accuse then
kwould merely throw them’inﬁo Catiline's arms,‘whereas if
‘matters Were’allowed to stand, Caesar and Crassus might yet
be brought arcund to the comstitutional party. What Cicero

had said of;Catiline's'aeeomplices could be applied to Caesgr
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~and Crassus. "Their punishment I do not so much aim at, as,
- if it were possible to be effected, their cure and reconci-
H(l)

ligtion to their country. Cicero held this same view

thgee years later, when he wrote about Caesar, "A remedy
which cures the diseeased parts of the state should be prefer-
 able to one which amputates them."” (2)

Unfortunately there are no letters to Atticﬁs in this
 period to settle‘the question of Caesar's and Crassus' par-
ficipation in the plot. But after the outbreak of the Civil
War, when Cicero is debating about the poliCies of'Caesar
and Pompey, one might .expect to find some mention of Caesar
and the conspirécy. Tyrrell believes that the réason we do
'not is because Caesar had committed "so many illegal acts,
,that the question of what he was fourteen years ago was
1rrelevant "(5) He believes, however thaet a reference to
Caesar s gullt is to be found in a letter to Attlcus in 49

( ) Plutareh 1n hlS "Life of- Crassus" declared that after

’théif death Cicero did charge Caesar and Crassus with com-

plicity in the conspiracy. ”However, Cicero, in one of his
ératiqns, evidently imputedkto Crassus and Caesar participa-
tion in the plot; but this oration was mnot published till
after the death of both of them.n!?)

(1) In Catil, Ii, 8. "Orations of Cicero,” F. W. Norris,
Tranglated by William Guthrie, p.98

Ad Atv. II, 1,7
"Correspondence of Cicero," Tyrrell, Vol. I, p.l®

) Ad Att. IX, 2a,2

Plut. Crassus, 13, "Plutarch's Lives," A, Stewart
and G. Leng, p.55, Vol. IIT. In his note lMr. Leng
adds, "The orations of Cicero which Plutarch refers

to are not extant.”
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‘During Cicero's consulship there occurred an incident
which is typieal of the difference in policy between Cato
an@'Cicero, and which throws further light on Cicero's
attitude to Caesar and Crassus. In.fhe midst Qf’the turmoil
of the conspiracy Cato felt obliged to come forward and
bfing~a charge of bribery against L. Licinius Murena, oOne
of the consuls-elect for 62. Cicero took the case and iro-
‘nically enough had to defend him against ﬁis own law for
“electoral corruption. Cicero felt that in viéw of the fierce
struggle waging on all sides it was nelther safe nor wise |
to deprive the city of a consul, who was well qualified for
the position. "The point, my lords, Which I have laboured
and effected, against great opposition, is of.the highest
consequence; I mean that there sﬁouid be two consuls in the
government on‘the;firSt of January.' It is incumbent upon
you (Cato) to preserve your assistant, your defender, and S

your associate in the government. Not an ambitious consul,

but such a consul as this Jjuncture requires; one whom his

~ fortune has formed for promdting tranquillity, his knowlgdge
for meanaging wars; and whose spirit and experience 1is equal
td every purpose you oanydesire.“(l) It was & case wherg
compromise was necessary, and compromise 1is just what Cato
never could and néver would accept, He preferred to throw
the oify into the confusibn and danger of snother election

(1) Pro Murena, %8. "Select Orations," Translated
by William Guthrie, p.169
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~and leave the city without a consul raﬁher than condone
what he believed to.be wrong. "With the bvest of intentions
an@'unimpeaohable'honésty at times Cato does harm to the
country.”(l) Cicero kmew that Murena was gtilty, yet for the
sake of the State he was willing to overlook his guilt. Why
may he not have had the same attitude toward Caésar and .
Crassus?

AndVYet, though Cato and Clcero might disagfee, nofili—
will ever passed between them. On the Nones of December,
he more than made up for this oppositionfby his vigorous
gupport of Cicero in the Sensate against Caesar, and later
when he hailed him father of his country, After the debate
ih4the-5énate, Cicero was escorted iﬁ triumph to his home,
as the savieur and deliverer of ﬁis country. "This was thé
'fifth of Deoembér, those celebrated Nones, of which Cicero
" used to boast so much ever after, as the most glorious day
of his life: and, it is certain, that Rome was indebted to

him on this day for one of the greatest deliverances, which

it had ever received since its foundation, and which nothing,

Red

. perhaps, but his vigilance.an@ Saéacity, could so happily
have effected: for, from the first alarm of the plot, he
never reétéd,{night 0T day,-ﬁill he had got full information
of the cabals and couneils of the conspirators: by which
~he easily baffled all their projects, and played with thém

as he pleased; and, without any risk to the public, could

(1) Ad Att. II, 1,8
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draw them on just far enough to make their guilt manifest,
and their ruin inevitable.m( 1)

¥

(1) "Life of Cicero," Middleton, Vol. I, p. 190
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Chapter III

CICERO'S "CONCORDIA ORDINUM,"™ 63-60 B.C.

In the midst of all the acclamations and rejoicing of
the people an ominous note had been sounded. One of the
tribunes, Netellus Nepos, the agent of Pompey, had ‘refused

to allow uloero to address the people on laylng down hls

~office, declaring that he who had put citizens to death un-
’héard,‘should not be\permitted to speak for himself. Though
Cicero was able to turn Metellus' attack into a triumph for
himéélf, yet it was an iﬁauspioious beginning of the new
jear, which was to usher in a series of troubles for him
kland fé‘result finally in the'CiVi; War and the dissolutioh

of the Republic. Horasce spbke truly when he declared that

it Was in the consulship of Metellus that the Civil Wa
1) '

began. n
With the extlnotion of the Catilinarian eonsplracy,
Pompey once more occupied the centre of the stage. He could

not delay much longer. What he would do on his return be-

came the concern of everyone. If he chose to come as a

(1) Horace, "Odes,"™ II, 1, line 1



-39~

con@ueror, he could not be resisted. The Only course left
was td negotiate'with him and to win his favour if possible.
With the keen 1n31ght that characterized all his movements
‘Caesar saw the way and set out, by flattery to secure what
opposifion‘would fail to. On‘the flrst day of hls praeto;e
ship Caesar propose& to transfer the’dedioation of the temple
on the Capitoline hill from Catufﬁs to Pompey. The Senate
opposed him so‘strenuoﬁsly tha£~he was obliged to drop thé
proposal; but,Caesar/had aohieved his purpose; he‘had humi-
liated Catulus and the Senate he represented? by showing
how Catulus had dallied with the resforation for'yéars and
‘had. Wastéd the ppbiic money; and he had'pleased‘Pompey and
at the same time weakened his‘position wiﬁh the Senate by
arousing their mutual jealousies. Caesar next allied him-
self with Metellus in a proposal to recall Pompey tb restore
order. Caté a8 tribune vetoed the measure on every ocoésioh,
and a fresh outbreak of rioting ocourred. Caesar and Metel-
lus werée suspended from office. 1etellus fled to Pompey,
but Caesar, after refu81ﬂg to allow the mob to restore him
by fproe, was reinstated by the bendte on its own inltiative:
' . Caesar had shown t@at he was whole-heartedly prepared %o
-support Pompey,'and had been able to widen the«breach bet-
ween Pompey and the Senate. TNow he'could sit back and aWait
'Pompey‘S‘arrival. ; |

While Caesar had submerged himself and done everything

to honour Pompey, Clcero had been busy writing to him of his
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;own‘aohiévements. That he had served Pompey's interests
faithfully availed him little. By those very achievements
he ?ad cheated POmpey of the additional glory of suppressing
the Catilinarian éoﬁspiraéy and had aroused his‘jealousy'
Another act that anﬂoyed him was Cicero's defense of his
férmer teacher Archias, who had accbmpanied,Luoullms to the
East; The gttack was really not upon Archias, but on Lucul-
.lus;‘Pbmpey's enemy, and the accusers were‘men who were
aéting inVPompey'slinterests. Very likely Caesar had some
‘share in the affair.

: Méanwhile all Cicero's thoughts had been directed to
one purpose, the strengthening of the Republic. In his con-
isulship‘he had béen able, backed by all the forces of the
state,'without the 2id of a general or his army, to estab-
liSh‘the Républié on. & surer focting than 1% had known for
decades. It is rather a curious ébineidence that the birth
/of/Augustus; who was to extinguish the last spark of the
kRepublic, should have occurred in the very year in Whiéh it
regched thekhighést peak. After the domination of Sulla,
the Equestrian order had jolned the Democratic party in an
attack upon his constitution. But with the restoration of
thekKnights to the courts in 70 B.C., and the law of Otho
in 67, assigning thenm sepafate séats in the theatre, pad
come a breach. Graduaily the Knights veered around from
thé ﬁore riotous Democratiec pérty to the Senatorial party.

They were among the wealthiest men in Rome and many of them
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came from distinguished old families, and so it Waé only
,natural‘thaf they should find more in common with the Sena-
torial party than with the Democrats. The election of Cicero
toithe consulship had done much to break down the barrier of
éristocratic birth., The fear felt by both orders for the
revolutionary designs of the Democratic party had fqrther
“thrown them together. The oonsulship of Cicero, and the
union of +the Senate and the Knights in the suppression of
the conspiracy had forged the final link in the chain. This
."conoordia ordinum™ now became the great dréam of Cicero's
life. He believed that the united strength of these two
orders wouid always overbalance any power that might_seek to
‘secure control of the state, and would serve as an everlas-
ting check upbn ambition. This ideal commonweslth of Cice-
ro's would comprise the best men of both classes, united for
the good of their country. Hé fully realized that to make |
the "concordia ordinum" doubly strong the military power in
thé state must be on their side. To this end Cicero wished
to secure the leadership of Pompey, the one man who could

be popular Wi%h all orders. Caesar had clearly revealed his
desire for Pompey's support, and Cicero saw the necessity of
:preventing his alliance with those who were his "former
enemiés but now hils friends."(l) He was himseif willing to
take sécond place, to play the role of Laelius to Pompey's

Scipio——surely not the role of g self-gseecker!

(1) AdQ Fam. V, 7,1



In December 62 Pompey had landed at Brundisium, and
therekdisﬁanded his army. The new year found him in Rbme,
eager once more to play a prominent role. He had shown that
" he had neither the intention nor the desire to seize power.
‘Pompey wished;to be the first man in the state, but he wished
‘the'position thrust wpon him, not seized by himself. The
vihitiative was in the hands df others. Had the Senate,promp%—
ly Weleomedvhim, granted him his triumph, and approved his
acts in the East, Pompey would have been drawn to them; for
he had little in common with Caesar and the popular party.

Butkthe Senate refused the oppoftunity. The nobleé were
"jealous of the powers'he‘had already received, and feared to
add more. Cato, in righteous’indignatibn, rejected his pro-
posal of a marriage alliance with his family. Plutarch
'wisely adds:  "However, 1f we are to judge by this event,

Cato made a fatal error in rejecting the alliance, and leaVing
‘Pompey to turn to Caesar and oontraof a marriage which, by
uniting the forces of the two, nearly ruined Rome‘and actually
;destroyed the constitution. None of these things would have
happened, if Cato had nof taken fright at the small faults

of Pompey, and so allowed him to commit the greétest of all

in building up, the poWer‘of another."(l)

But poor Pompey did not make a very great impregsion;
his first address to the peoplé gatisfied no party. He was
unwilling to commit hiﬁself upon any of the political issues

(1) plutarch, Cato Minor, 30,5. 3trachan-Davidson,
p.175
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‘of the moment. The question of {lodius' sacrilege, and pro-
secution, the meth&d of selecting thé Jary for his trial, and-
Cicero’s,aéhievemehts, he evaded. The.acquittal of Clodius,
‘thanks $6 Crassus' bribery and Caesar's uawillingness to im-
‘plicate him, dealt g great blow to the constitutional party.
"We thought," writes Cicero, "that the condition of the Re-
public had been set on a firm footing, you by my prudence,,

I by divine influence; and that 1ts preservétibn was, secured
and established by the union of all loyal citizens‘and by

the influence of my consulship. But now,fﬁnless Heaven takes
pity on ﬁs, it has been dashed from our grasp by fhis one |
triall”(l) The trial acquired for Caesar and CraSSus, Clo-
dius' support, and for Cicero, his lasting enmity. After the
’trial and after Crassus had given-another indication of his.
partnership with Caesar, by paying his enormous debts, Caesar
left for Spain.

In disgusf over the trial and fhe way in which Caesar
and Crassus had‘oondgcted it, Pompey began to draw closer to -
Cicefo and the eonstitutign&l party, R brought Pompey, the
man who had held his peace too long about my achievements,
into a frame of mind for attributing to me the salvation of
the empire and the world, not oniy once, but ti@e‘after time,
and with emphasis in the Senate," says Cicero. The more

difficult task of reconeciling the Senate to Pompey remained.

(1) ad Att. I, 16,6 (2) Ad Att. I, 19,7
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From the newly elected consuis, L. Afranius, the rather in-
4effeotive tool of Pompey, and Q. Metellus Celer, the enemy of
both Ciceré and Pbm@ey, Cicero could expect little‘help. It
~wa§ a task Whiéh he must accomplish alone. |

Meahwhile other matters Were’arising to threaten the
"coneordia ordinum."” vIn a letter of December 61, to Attﬁcus,b
we Tirst hear of the breach between the two orders. " I ex-
@eot you havé heard that our friendsfthé Knights are all buﬁ
'aliénated from the Senate.”(l)‘Moved'by the scandal of the
’acquittal of Clodius and the gross corruption of the law
courts, the Senate, headed by Géto, brought forwafd g bill
- to déal with bribery in the courts. The purpose of this bill
was tpkdeprive ﬁhe Equites and the Tribuni Aerarii of their
immunity from prosecution for corruption. The Equites were |
indignant. Though Cicero realized the justice of the Senate's.
‘grievance, yet; fearing the break up of the harmony of the
orders,‘he preferred to humour the'Equités, and S0 fried'to
~persuade the Senate to give up the project. Cato's opposi-
tion,thowever, proved too strong. At the same time Cicero
had still another quarrei between the Senafe and the Equites
to compose. Lgged on by Crassus, the Equites had demanded
g revision of the contract for the oolleotion of taxes in
Agia, but thé éenate refused. Once more Cioero félt obliged
to support the Equites, and once more Cato opposed him,

"There was considerable danger," he writes, "that if they

(1) Ad Att. I, 17,8
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met with a refusal, they might have severed their comnection

" with the Senate entirely. In this case too I was the main

person who came to the rescue, and obtained for them a hear-

iné in a very full and friendly House, and discussed on the

dignity and harmony of the two orders both on the first of

December and the follbwing day. The matter is not yet set- |
tled: but the Senate's inclination is clear. For only one |
~pérson has opposed it, Metellus the consul elect. Our hero
Cato was to have spoken, but the day was too short for it to
come his tuﬁn."Ql) The questions dragged on and remained to
be settled in the next year. But the resentment between the
two orders had beén aroused and only the slighteét balance

of the scales was needed'tb effect an open breach.

The year 60 opened with these questiohs still unsettled
and.with Pompey's position insecure. So far his efforts~to
seéure the ratification of his settlement in Asia and the |
graﬁts of land proﬁised to his veterans head been.unavailing.
He decided to make anofher_attempt. The tribune L. Flavius,
onekdf-Pompey*s tools; proposed gn agfarian bill providing
for the distribﬁtion of land allotments to the soldiérs.’
Cicero revised the bill, cutting out the clauses which were
likely to be opposed; and then gave his support to the Eill.{
However, "the Senate was opposed to the whole agrarian
scheme, suspecting that Pompey was aliming at getting some

new powers.ﬁ(z) A Violent conflict ensued between the tribune

(1) Ad Att. I, 17,9 (2) Ad Att. I, 19,4
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and the éonsul Metellus Celer, backed by the Senate. At last
Pompey realized that he could not carry hiSfPTOPOSal;and S0
called off his tribune and let the matter drop. But the
fiﬁal humiligtion had been hesped en Fompey. The Senate. had
rejected ité last chance towwiﬁ him over, and had allowed g
pesty Jjealousy to trigmph over his fair,and reasonable dem-
ands. _

Not content with the damage already accomplished, the
Senate, on Cato's advice, insisted¢on pushing on the gquestions
relating to judielal corruption and the tax-farmers, and re-
- fused to make any concessions td the Equites. The breach
between the two orders was completed. The Senate had sue-
Ceeded in thoroughly isolating itself, and driving the Equites
towérds“the,popular party and Pompey towards Caesar. The
next move was Caesar’'s. Cicero alone in all Rome had the
‘forésight to forsee the consequences; but the Senate had
turned a deaf ear to all his pleas, had done everything in
opposition to him, and now Caesar was &t hand, ready to take
advantage of the Senate's folly and bind Pompey and the
Equites to himself.

One hope remaiﬁed to Cicero for saving the State and
preserving the constitution; the hope that Caesar might be
- brought. around fo the "optimates." In June, twovdays before
Caesar's arrival, Cicero writes to Attiqus: "You chide me
gehtly for my intimacy with Pompéyl Please don't imagine

that i have allied myself to him solely to save myself: the
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pogsition of‘affairs is such that, if we had had anyAdisagree~
ment, there would of nécessity have been great discord in the
state. Against that I have taken preoautions‘and made pro-
%iéion without wavering Tfrom my ownkexoellent poliéy; while
makihg him more loyal and less the people's weathercock. He
speaks, I may teli you, far more glowingly about my achieve-
ments than about his own, though many have tried to set him
against me, saying that he did his duty to the‘oountry, but

I gaved it. What good his statements w1ll do me, I fail to
seéi But they will certainly do the country good. Welll

If I can make Caesar, who is noﬁ sailihg gally befbre the
breeze, a better patriot too, shall T be doing S0 poor a
vservice to the country? ’And, even 1f none were to envy me
rand all supported me, as they ought, still a remedy which
cures the diseased parts of the state should be'preferable
to one which amputates them. But as 1t is, wheh the Knights,
whom I once'stationed on the Gapitoline hill with you as
"their standard bearer and leader, have deserted the Senate,
‘and our great men think themselves in the geventh heaven,

if they heve bearded mullet in thelr fish-ponds that will
feed from their hand, and don't care about anything else,
surely you musﬁ allow that I have done ny best,'if I mahage
to take the will to do harmrfrom those who have the power

to do it;”( )

(1) Ad Att. I, 6
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Chapter IV
CAESAR'S RETURN AND THE FIRST TRIUMVIRATE, 60-59 B.C.

In June 60 Caesar returned from Spain eager Tor the
double honour of a triumph and the consulship, When the
‘Senate refused and forced him fo choose between-tﬁe two al-
,,ternativés, he unhesitatingly chose the latterkand entered
 Rome. In his candidature he joined forces with L. Lucceius,
whq,ﬁas to supply the expenses of their canvass, while he
: prqvided the . influence. ~Alarmed’at the prospect of Qaesar's
kelection, the Senate, by the most unblushing bribvery, deter-
mined to secure the election of M. Calpurnius Bibulﬁs, a
detefmined aristocrat. When the Senate was assigning pro-
vinces for the comsuls of 59, it purposely chése unimporbtant
and insignifioant ones, thinking that it could thus thwart
Caesar. This was the very thing that Caesar’waé‘determined
not to permit.y His greatest need, at the present time, was
for a iarge,and wealthy proVince and. the‘control of a strong
and well-disciplined army. His election he might possibly
secure unaided, but to dbtain a province he needed the united

efforts of all the forces. he could bring to bearr He needed
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" the military prestige that was Pompey's and the wealth that
was Crassus'. Humiliated and embittered, Pompey was ready %o
gupport him. Probably Caesar had prepared the way by letters
'bé%ore~his return.  Caesar could eount'on<his'old'ally Cras-
sus, and now Crassusf friends the Equites; and especially the
tax~-farmers or "publicani,” angered at the opposition of the
’Senate, exerted their influence on h;s behalf,k The support
of -these assured his election, | ﬁ

But Caesar was not conteht with merely the support of
- Pompey and CraSsus;’he wanted the&&Wo united in a‘ooalitién
With himself., If the three could agree on & common policy
they could overrule all opposition, and prove Stfong enough
for each to gain his own ends. Pompey had failed to obtain
' the'Senate's consent to his proposals, and now, in a union,
with Caesar, he saw a possibility of procuring the ratifi-
cation of his arrangements in the East and of rewardingkhié
; yeterans, Crassus also was willing to join Caesary but the
| real task lay in reconciling Pompey and the jealous Crassus.
’,By hbl@ing out tokCioero fhe prospect of a éeeond consulship
~and‘é military command that might ehable him to éurpass even
' Pompey in military achievements, Caesar succeeded 1in persua4
ding him to enter into a triple allisnce with himself and
Pompey. Each was to aid in furthering the interests of the
other. The union‘was thoroughly self-seeking, and could
endure only as long as their interests were the same.

One other, Caesar wished to have as an ally, Cicero.
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"The inciusion~pf Cicero in theif~coalition would give it a
dignity and Weight with the peoplé that could not be obtained
in any other'Way; He was all powerful in the law-courts,

his friends in the city and -in Italy were numerous and in-
fluentlal and he was the nomlnal head of the Aqusstrlan-
order. "Caesar Saw, &8s he saw everything,tthat Cicero was a
great power. His speeehes not only. swayed the assembly, but
they discharged the highest work now done by our best news-
papers, magazines, and reviews. To‘gain Cicero Wéslwhat‘it
WOuld be to secure the advocacy of thé "Times,™ and Were'thé
,leéders of the "Times" written by Burke and~8ﬁeridan.......,

- They put the publlo in possession oi the 01rcumstances in
each case, and taught taem to look on these elrcumstdnces with
the 'eyes of the speaker andihis party; they converted resis-
:tange into acceptance, and warmed accepbance into enthusiasm;
they provided faith with reasons, doﬁbt with arguments, and:
triumph with Words."(l) Four years iater Cicero revealedi
that "Caesar had wished him to be one of these consulars most
intimateiy allied with himéélf.”‘g) Caesar's overtures to.
Cicero’are described in his letter to Atticus:  "Caesar ex-
kpects my support. . For Corhelius paid me a visit--I mean
~Balbus, Caesar's great friend. He assured me that Caesér
will take my own and Pompey's ofinion on everything, and that
hé,will make. an effort tQ reconcile Pompey and Crassus. The

(1) "The Correspondence of Cicero," Tyrrell, Vol. I, p.14
(2) De Prov. Cons. 17, 41. "Cicero,"” Strachan-Davidson,

P.203
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advantages of fhisare, an'intimaie conhection with Pompey
and, if I like, with Caesar too, reconciliation with my
enemies, peace with the populace, and ease in my old agé;"(l)
oo Cicero, however, would have nothing to do with the coal-
ition. He saw with alarm the union of these "thrée unbridled
men,"(z) and he felt certain that it augured no good for the
constitution. Caesar, to him stood for all that was rash

and illegal; Crassus he deépised; Pompey's'weaknesses aﬁd the
power that Caesar was bound to exert over him, he fully rea-
lized. He felt that if he supported the measures of such a
trio,'he would be false to the "good cause.” And so he
k~turnéd from Caesar and the proposed “Quattuorvirafe" became

a "Triumvirate.” Sureiy Cicero could‘not.have given a surer
proof of his patriotism and his utter lack of self-seeking
personal ambition.

Caesar came into office as consul ofi the first of Jan-
nary, 59 B.C;, and immediately set oﬁt to earfy through the
programme of the Triumvirate. At the outset he wished to
appear as moderate and oonéititutional as possible, thus leé—
seniﬁg the hostility’of-the Senate and securing to some degree
its silence; or, if he failed in that, he would force the
Sénate to make. the first hostile move, ‘Thus pﬁtting him§elf
on the defegsive and making the Senate the aggressor. So
he submittedfto it an agrarian bill designed to provide for

Pompey's velterans and certain needy citizens. The admini-

(1) Ad Att. IT, 3,3  (2) Ad Att..II, 9,2



stration of ﬁhe bill was to be entrusted to twenty commis-
sioners."He declared himsélf ready to listen to suggestlions
and amendménts. The fierce opposition of his colleague Bibu-
lﬁé'and thé Senate, under Cato, gave Caesar an excuse for
submlttlng his bills in future to the people. instead. The
consulship of "Julius and baesar”( ) had in truth begun.
CaeSar shrewdly led Pompey to declare that if others took
karms againét the bill, he would suppordt if ﬁith arms,(z).
'Caesar gained his end, the passing of the bill, but the odiumk
attached té the whole affair fell on Pompey. IHe passed a
second bill confirming Pompey's acts in Asia, and>énother
;reduoing by a third thefpayment to be made by the pﬁblieani
for the taxes of Asia; 30 by the end of February he had
fvlfilled his promises to béth Pompey and Crassus. This lat-
tei‘measure served the addiﬁional purpose of binding the’
wealthy capitalist class of Rbmé still cloger to the,Trium;
virate. At the cost of securing the recognition of Ptolemy
Auvletes as’king of Egypt, Gaesaf provided himself and his
confederatés with ample fﬁnds.- He no longer looked to Egypt’
as a base of operatichs but rather‘to’Gaul, so‘he could
’afford to toss Ebypt back to Ptolemy. One law that Caesar
passed won praise even from Cicero--the "Lex Julia de uepe—v
tundis,"” the law against extortion in the provinces.

Both Pompey and Crassus’had been gatisfied, and now he
turned to his own interests. The "Lex Vatinia' proposed and

(1) Suwet. 20-2; Dio 38,82 (2) Plut. Pompey, 47; Plut.
Caesar, 1l4
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carried ih the Assembly, by P.kVatiniusg assigned to Caesar
the”combined provinces of Cisalpihe Gaul and Illyriqum, end
thiyeommand of three legions for five years, dating from

k March 59. This’had been carried in Opposition to the Senate's
will, and now, when’Transalpine Gaul became vacant on the
deéth of Metellus Celer, to avoid giving the initiative into
the hands of the Assembly, the Senate, at Pompey's suggestion,
added to Caesarls provinces Transalpine Gaul and'a fourth
legion. | -

So far Cicero had kept hisipeacé. He had sat,back and
had. givenkcaesar every oﬁporﬁunity, hoping‘against hope  that
with Pompey at his sidekhe Would'be held in‘check. Caeéar
| réalized’fhat now that he had shown his hand he might éxpect
active opposition:from Cicero. Some control must be found
over him, and in Clodlus he found the check he was looking
for;' Clodlus had hated Cloero ever since he had given ev1—
deﬁce against him. He vowed vengeance and was now taking
‘steps tb be made a plebeian so as to be eligible for the
tribunate. On the other hand he was under obligation to both
‘Caesar‘and Cfassus for théir gsupport of him in his tfial} A
check on Cicerc-was in Caesar's hands. If Uicero'opposed
him, he, as/?ontifeiaMaXimus, could secure Clodius' adoption
into a plebeian family and allbw Clodius to avenge himself on
Cicero. The next move, as far as Caesar wa.s concérned, was
up tokCicero; |

The trial of Gaius Antonius sgset in motion the events
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whioh were éventually to lead to Cicero's exile. C(icero
uhdertook the defense of his former colleague, and in the
course of the trial uttered séﬁe'complaiﬂts of the times, and
thefoppression of the Republic. The acoouht of the whole
affair‘was carried at once to Caesar, and three hours later
Caesar had called an Assembly of the people and Clodius had
~been transferred to the plebeians. Pompey =S augur assisted.
In his Weagagé tried to protect Qicero, by exacting from
Clodius s promise not to attack Cicero. Whatever value
~Pompey plaeed,in Clodiusg? promises,~no one else, at any rate,
COnsidered them other than as théy were-ewérthless.: Cicero
writes to Atticus, "He declares Clodius will ﬁot say a word
against me, but there hé is deceiving himself not me."(l)
Caesar's warning was plain. The tribunate was opento
Clodius, and tribuﬁe Caesar resolved he would be, if Cicero
“continue&rhis opposition. No@ he felt ffee to proceed With
his other affairs. In April he brought forward’a second land
bill, or rather én extension of the first, which asroused even
greater resistance. It provided for the distribution‘of the
public estates in Campania. This would mecessitate the evic-
tion of the tenants already occupying the land, as well sas

(2)

causing a decrease in the state revenues. This was a mea-
sure dreaded by Cicero and other conservative statesmen. -
The commission of twenty was to carry out the provisions of

the law, and although Caesar expressly excluded himself, yet

(1) 4d Att. II, 19,4 (2) Ad Att. II, 16,1
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both Pompey and Crassus were to'be members of the inner:-com-
mittee of five. The law was earried‘against all opposiﬁion,
and, to prevent repeal, a elausekwas added, requiring all can-
diigtes for office to swear that they would not in any way
revise of repeal the law. In discussing this point Cicero
~adds, "But in the midst of this tyranny......disgust is be-
'ginniné;tb conguer fear; though it still‘leaveslthe\blankest
despaif everywhere."(l)

Tb strengthen‘hisaallianoe with Pompey, Caesar gave him
his daughter Julia in marriége, and himself married Calpurnisa,
the déﬁghter of L. Calpurnius Piso Caesoninﬁs, whon, together
with A. Gabinius, the Triumvirs had decided to méke c@nsuls
for 58, Both the new union of Pompey with Caesar , and the
Land Law thoroughly alarmed‘Cicero.  Writing to Atticus from
‘Formiae, where he spent part of April and May, Cicero says:
- "I agree entirely with what you say in your letter. . The Pasha
k(i-e. Pbmpey)'is running amuck. ~We may antieipafe anything:
he is quite cleéfiy setting up a tyrannyQﬁ Whaﬁ‘éiééﬁié the7,
‘meaning of thi$ sudden marriage-contract, of the proposals
about the’Campanian‘land, of this reckless expenditure of
money? If that were the end of it, it would be disastrous
encugh: but the nature of the case makes it impossgible that
this should be the end., These things in themselves cannot.
possibly give them ény pleasure: and they would never have

(2)

taken this step except as the first to other pernicious actsV

(1) Ad Att. IT, 18,2  (2) Ad Ab%. IT, 17,1
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The utter helplessness of everyone against the power of
’the Triumvirate now became gpparent to all. Evéfyone who»had
opposed them had been crushed. The hatred felt for the Trium-
vifs was becoming so universal that they were openly hissed
in the ﬁheatre. "The tyranny is universally detested;”(l)
yet nothing, Cicé:o reélized, could be done about it without
civil war. »"We are hemmed in on evefy side; yet we do not .
rebel at servitude, fearing death and exile as though they
are greater evils., Yes, that is the position, and though
every one groans gbout it, not a voice ié raised to relieve
;it.V(z) "Registance seems imposéible without bloodéhéd: nor
can we see any other end to concession except deStruction."(B)

The unpopﬁlarity of the Triumvirs worried Caesar very
little. After all, 1t would fall most heaVvily .on Pompey, and
in the end this would be to Caesar's advantagé. An unpopular
Pompey left behind was a far less dangerous riVal, As for
Céesar himself, he had his army already collected outside the
gates bf Kome and his command in Gaul for five years assured.

But with Pompey it was otherwiée. His uneasiness was
groWing,’ In.fhe coélition he had gained what he had been see-
king, but he had not bargained for the loss of his popularity.
Cicero watched him closely, hoping that he might even yet have
a change of heért»and return to him. In a letter to Atticus

he writes: "And so our friend, being unused to unpopularity,

(1) Ad Att. II, 21,1 (2) Ad A4tt, IT, 18,1
(%) Ad Att. II, 20,3
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and having always lifed in an atmosphere of flattery and
glory, disfigured in person and brdken in spirit,kdoes not
‘know what‘to do with himself; he sees that to advance is
kda%gerous, to rétfeét a confession of weskness: the respeé-
table parties are his enemies, the very riff-raff not his
friends.A Yet see how sort-hearted I am., I éould not,réstrain
my tears, when I saw him on the twenty-~fifth of July deliver-
ing a speech on the subject of the edicts of Bibulus. He
used 0 carry himself with such a lofty bearing, enjoying
uﬁbounded popularity aﬁd universal respect: and now, how
humble he was, how casf down, snd what discbntent he_arouse&
in himself as well as in his hearers......I mysélf could not
but feel poignant grief at séeing the idol on'Whose adbrnmenﬁ
I had lavished all thewcblpurs of my art suddenly disfigureé%)
Some time in August a curious plot was brought to light.
L. Vettiﬁsd who had tried to implicate Caesar in the Catiiin—
arian conspiracy, now endeavoured to’persuade the younger
Curio tb enter a plot to kill Pompey. When Curio and his
fathér reported the métter to the Senate, Vettius offered to
turn informer, saying that the plot fo kill Pompey had been
formed by several young nobles.  His accusations were found
to be absurd. He proved equally é¢lumsy on the next day, when
-Caesar brought him forward and he proceeded to accuse many of
the most~prominen£ members of the Senatorial party. He was

soon put ~out of the way. The plot served to alarm Pompey and

(1) Ad Att. II, 21,3
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to drsw him farther from the nobles and closer to Caesar; and
since the benefit of the Whole.affair‘fell on Caesar;'we may
infer that he was responsible for it. Cicero, himgelf aceused
by Vettius, undoubtedlyvbelieved this: V"The view most gene-
fally held is that it was a put up job;”(l) "That fellow Vet-
tius, my famous informér, promised Caesar, so far as we can
see, that he would get some criminal suspiéion ihrownaon young
,Curio."(z) |
And yet,‘however closely Caesar was able to draw Pompey

to hiﬁself, he was well aware that Cicero would seize the
 first opportunity after his departure to reestablish the "har-
mony of the 6rders," and draw Pompey into an ailianoé with
/them. It‘became imperative, from Caesar's point of view, that
-Cicero should leave Rome; Caesar had already offered him a
place on the landéaommission, and an honorary commission, a
'”libega;legaiiqz” o travel wherekhe:wished, and a.posgt on
his owﬁ sfaff as "legatus" in Gsul. No doubt the latter
offer was made by Caesar as much from a desire” to have Cic-
erO‘S‘companionship as from any practical motive, Ciéero
could not accept any of these favours without selling his
éilence to Caesar, and so he refusei them all;

‘ The trial of L. Valerius Flaccus decided Caesar’s next
step. Cicero had clearly shown that he would make no com-
promises but would attaok\revolutionafy measures as vigo—

rously as he had attacked Catiline. The die was cast,.

(1) Ad Att. II, 24,2
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Caesar felt himself bound to let Ulodius loose. Everything
else had fsiled. In the next months he bent all his energiles
+to secure the elections on October 18 of Piso and Gabinius,

the creatures of himself and Pompey, and a majority of the

tribunes. Clodius was one of these.
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Chapter v

 CICERO’S EXILE AND RESTORATION, 58-57 B.C.

Clodius enteréd on his tribuneship on the tenﬁh 0of De-
cember, and lost no time in‘beginning his éttack on Cicero,
‘After ﬁaking Several proposals to win popular faﬁour; he
brought in a bill that "anyone who had put Roman citizens
to death without trial should be f@rbiddén Tire and water?(l)
Cicero was not named in the bill, but everyone knew that it
was’levélled af him. He at once put on mourning and com- |
mended himself to the people. The Sénators, Knights, aﬁi
~other friends of Cicero's signified theirisympathy by like-
wise going ih mourning, buﬁ the new consuls, Gabinius and
Piso, by edict ordered them to resume thei; ordinary dress.
Clodius Wifh his gangs controlled the streets and went about
declaring that he had the approval ‘of the Triumvirs. He
called a meeting outside the gates, so that Caésaf, who had
not yet left for Gaul, might be presént. On being called
upon for his opinion, Caesar declared that in his judgment
Cicero had acfed illegally in exeoutihg Lentulus and the

(1) "Select Letters," Notes, W. W. How, p.48
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other conépirators, buf that he did not approve of punishing
anyone for events s0 long past. His reply served its pﬁr—
‘pose. He did not érder Clodius, as he could have done, to
ee;se his‘perseoutions of- Cicero, an@ yethhe‘leftithewway
~open for any move he himself might later wish to make with
respect to Cicero. After'CioerP had heen sufficienﬁly hum-
bled, Caesar could recall him and so force him, out of gra-
titude’to his side,r Throughout Caesar's life all his moves
with regard to Cicero were motivated by the desire for an
glliance with him; and it is more than likely that;on this
occasion such was his intention. When Cicero appealed to
Pompey, ?Ompe&Adedlared that since he was a privéfe ciﬁizen
‘he could act only at the consuls' request. The consuls
showed their unwillingness to help by;fetgrting that every
man must look after himsélf. |

| Many of Cicero's friends were for resorting to force.
~They knew he would have the Senate, and the Knights, aﬁd'the
whole of the country population in Italy on his side. But
even if they(could have beén collected in time to withstand
Caesar's army, Cicero would not have gllowed it. He still
carried with him his early horror of civil war and he pre-
ferred tokgo intb exilé rather than sacrifiCe the lives of
his fellow—obuntrymen. Hortensius and finally Cato advised
him to retire from the city, thinking th;t it would be a mat-
ter of only g few days before he would réturn in triumph.

Cato himself was obliged to leave soon for Cyprus on a
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oommission’of Clodius', which he felt in honour bound to
accept. He would therefore not be in Home to stand by
Cicero.

" QOnce more Cicero appealed to Pompey and begged him to
2id him as he had promised repeatedly, but Pomﬁéy coldly
rejected him; Writing later of this incident, Cicero says
’to Atticus, "He would not even give me a.helping hand, when
I’threw‘myself at his feet;, dec¢laring he could do nothing
against Caesar's will.ﬁ(l)AThe_Senators and Knights tried
in vain to induce the consuls to put a stop to clodlus'
agitations. It was clear that only civil war might avall
kagalnst the gangs of Clodius. | |
| ‘ After the blow dealt by Pompey, Cicero felt that nothing
,Was'worth fighting for, and at the end of llarch left Italy.
On the very day he left Clodius carried hls bill 'and brought
forward another declarlng that bloero was now outlawed gnd
forbidden to live within four or five hundred miles of Italy:
Shortly afterwards Caesar left for'Gaul, secﬁre in the know-
ledge that Bbth Cicero andﬁCato were silenced.

The question of Cicero's conduct in exile need not
-eoncern us here.‘ Very few find it in their hearts to pardon
him. . Too many recount his expressions of grief andkdegpdir,
his seif—réproaohes, and proceed to show how unable he was
to bear adversity, how unmanly he showed himself iz his

‘grief, and how cowardly in wishing to take his own life; yet

(1) Ad Att. X, 4,3
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the same'writers are willing to extol Cato to the skies and
td admit that to the ancients suicide was regarded in a very
diﬁférept'light from today. Theée critics insist on judging
Cicero according %o the standards of an Englishman, or a
stoic such as Cato, or a man like Caesar, rather than accor-
dingkto the‘standards of moderrn Italians. In his vnrest-
rained outbursts of’joy and grief Cicero had much of the
temperament of the peoples of présent-day Southern Burope.
This same'griefihe displayed at eVery'parting with his bro-
ythgr and with Atticus. All his life centred on home, and
separation from Rome was as unendurable to him as’separation
from Loh&on was to Dr.rJOhnson. .To the average Roman ab-
“gence from Rome was a depfivafion; and to Cicero, with his
intense love of the city, 1t was a calamity. The very ex-
tent of his love for his family, friends, and country, made
;thg logs of them all the more bitter,‘ ny aﬁ not one.of those
© to whom ali fhings are‘indifferentj but: love @yself and my
friehdszkasiour common humanity reguires; and he who, for
‘thé'public good, parts with what he holds the dearest, gives
the highest proof ofilove to his oountry.”(l)
| Cicerofhad no sooner left Italy and his friends at
hbmé had thoroughly awakened tq the seriousness of his plight
than they began to bestir themselves in effecting his res-
toration. «The menace of Caésar's army had been removéd and
people now felt freer to express their disapproval. About
this'time an incident occurred Whiehvin its issue Was most

(1) Pro Dom. 37. "Life of Yicerol iiddleton, Vol.I,p.312
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fortunate for Cicero. Clodius, grown boldér with success,
took matters into his own hands and freed Tigrares, a cap-
tive of Pompey. This affront at Clodius’ hands»was}mbre than
Po&pey could bear, and When.fight after fight followed in
the streets of Rome, and his life was in serious danger, he’
shut himself up in his house for the rest of the year. The
result of it all was that Pbmpey began to favour Cicero's
redall. He saw an opportunity of reVenging himself on Clo-
dius and also of ingratiating himself with the Senate and
people of Rome who were solidly behind Cicero. Perhaps_be
kwasfinfluenced also by some tenderer feelings towards Cicero
kand shame for his treatment of him. But before he oould’do
anything he must first secure Caesér's consent. How strong
was the hold Caesar had on Pompey, when Pompey,kwho never
for. a momeﬁt thought of himself as other than the first of |
the Triumvirs, feit he could not:-proceed without Caesar's
sanction, and would admit as much to Varrbz(l) |

The first effort in June on the part of unniug the
tribune to recall him was frustrated by Clodius. Of the new
consulsQeleot, P.’Cornelius Lentulus was Cicero's warm friend,
and Q. Metellus Nepos, though ﬁot a friend, yét was unde; the
influence of Pompey. Two bills in July and October, Clodius -
again obstructed by force. Sestius, a tribune, made two
kjourneys to Caesar on 5ehalf of Cicero. The first, probadbly

in August, was unsuccessful, but on his second, late in

- (1) Ad Att., ITII, 18,1
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~Novem5er, he met with greaterisuceess, though Caesar's con-
sent seems to have béen conditioned. No doubt, Clodius?
attacks on the legality of Caesar's acts had influenced
Caesar not a little. |

| In January 57 Lentulus entered office and at once began
to'urge Cicero's recall. DPompey openly declared himself in
favour of it. QWhQn some suggested that there was no need
for g iaw, Pompey replied that to prevent all trouble a
decree should be passed--a view quite in accordance with
Cioero's‘i)wno It wasrnot carried, however, for Clodius’
gangs,‘which controlled the streets of Rome, Were‘stfong
enough to prevent the passage of the bi;l. But the univer-
sal hatred for Clodius' and his blocking of all efforts to
. restore’Cioero oniy ineréased the'resolution of the Senate
and people. The Senate decided to call upon all the people
of Italy to come to Cicero's assistance. ~Pompéy at this |
Ctime was at Capua and. presided overbthe passing of a decree
there in Cicero's honour. He also visitéd all the neigh-
‘bouring oolonies‘and towné, making arréﬁgements for the
general assemblage at Rome. On the twenty-fifth of May, in
thé Senate, Pompey renewed the motion for recalling Cicero,
and in the courSe of his speech attributed to him the hoﬁourw
of paving saved his country. Qn the next day he went even
furfher,in his praise, and bsgged the Senate, on his aooount,
to récall Cicero. |

Caesar was all the while as eager as Pompey, but he
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felt that he could not press fof Cicerq's restoration with-
out some guarantee thaﬁ his opposition to himself should
cease. Probably about this time Quintus Cicero intervened,
;plgdging his word for = change of policy on the part. 6f his
brother Marcus. Caesar could now urge on his recall., Even
without any move from Quintus, Caesar would without doubt
have joined with Pompey. To hold out against all Italy
would gain him nothing; whereas to take a'leading part in

’ recalling Cicgro could not help but secure s measure of
gratitude from Cicero. The enormous demonstrations on
Cleero's behalf would make (aesar doubly determlned to win
over g man who had behlnd him all the finer element of Rome's
population. Events followed swiftly after Cgesar's decision,
and on August 4,,af one of thelargest gatherings ever assem-
ble@ in Romé ‘Cicero was recalled by the unanlmous vote of
all the centuries. It is rather flttlng that one of the last

free acts of the people of Italy was on behalf of the last

- great Republican.

In all literature and history no greater testimony can

- be found to Cicerols significance and the esteem in which

he was held by his contemporaries, in spite of everythingn
that his later detractors have said. Few men, if any, have
ever feceived greater. To have so inflamed an entire eountry,
to have brought the people flocking from all parts of Italy,
to have held up all the affairs of Rome while kings awaited

the issue, 1s surely a triumph unsurpassed in the history
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- of man, and one which should have been an eternal bulwark

against the petty minds of cafﬁing egritiecs.

Y
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Chapter VI

CICERC FRCK HIS RESTORATION TO THE
CONFERENCE OF LUCA, 57-56 B.C,

Cicero's return to Rome was a triumphal progress,.
EVerywhere he went the people turned out in thronés/to greet
him. It was truly, as Cicero afterwards declared, "not a
return ffom exile, but an ascent into heaven.”(l) Ih.expres,
sing his thanks to thé Senate for his restoration, he singled
out Pompey as one of those to whom he was most deeply in-
debted. As a further proof of his gratifude he laid the
formal motion before the House that Pompey be appointed to
deal with the corn shortage. DPompey was to have the coﬁtrol
of the corn supply over‘the whole world for five years,

&8 Wéll as pro-consular imperium and fifteen legates. Cic-
ero's proposal was,dictatéd not alone by gratitude, but by
a obﬂtinuation of the policy he had begun teh years befo$e,
when he supported the Manilian law giving Pompey‘similar' |
- powers., Cicero reﬁurned from exile fully determined to
bend all his‘efforts to restore the Republié, by uhiting

Pompey with the Optimates.

(1) Pro Dom. 28
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The proposal was‘carriedrbut not without much grumbling
on the part 5f the nobility. Many of them were resolutely
opposed to the granting of exceptional power to anyone
aﬁa‘most of all to Pompey. They could not realize that with
him lay their only safeguard against Caesar. Ponpey himgelf
was not satisfied, for to him Cicero's proposal must have
seemed mild in comparison with Messius’, giving him an army
and fleet and supreme imperium over all provinoial governors.
And g0 the resl aim of Clcero's proposal, the reconciliation
of Pompey with the Republican party, was not achiQVed, but
seemed farther off than ever. As a token of his gratitude
to Caesar, Cicero supported a vote of fifteen days' thenks-
giving in honour of Caesar's really splendid achievements
in Gaul.

For Cicero himself, affairs were notvprogressing S0
favourably. ILven in September, a few weeks after his return,
he Writés to Atticus: "Already those who took my part in
my ekile are beginning to feel annoyance at my presence,

" though they disguise it, and to envy me without even taking
the trouble to disguise that."'1) The jealousy of the aris-
tocrats prevented them from making fuil restitution to
Cioeré for his losses. To Atticus he says: "The fact is,
nmy dear Pomponius, that those very same men who cut my wings
do not wish them to grow again."(g) Cicero's efforts to

reestablish g8 party were 1o no agvail. Many of the Senators

(1) Ad Att. IV, 1,8 (2) ad Att. IV, 2,5
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were enemies of Cicero; the Equites, thoughkpersonally with
Cicero, yet politically were with the Triumvirs and against
the Senate; and Pompey>was thoroughly unpopular. All the
f&&ces of the state were divided and practically isolated
fromvone anocther;, so interested was-each in its own ends.
"The loyal party seems to have vanished ouf of existence.“(l)
Early in 56 B.C. aniincident occurred which thresatened
to bring matters to a head. Ptolemy Auletes sought the Sen-
aﬁefs aid in restoring him to his kingdom. DPompey at once
;saw an opportunity to gtrengthen himself in~Egyptl as Caesgar
~’andkCr$ssus had tried to in 65 and 63. Lentulus Spinther,
who had dome so much for Cicero, also wished the’commission,
and Cicero felt bound to suppbrt him. The Senate, either |
from fear or Jealousy of Pompey, ‘determined that Pompey must
Hoh e allowed an army. In the Sibylline books forbidding -
the employment of a "multitude," they found a ready pretext;
The Senate was driving Pompey farther and farther from ifself;
~ the more extreme'Optimates'went even so far as to court Clo-
‘diué, and'to enooﬁrage him in his gbusive atfacks on Pompey.
When Pompey rose to speak on February 6, he waé greeted with
’0utcries from Clodius' gangs that Crassus, not Pompey shpuld
restorelthe king. @ompey told Cicero ‘that Clodius and’Cfas—-
sus were’plotting against his life.(Z) The o0ld hatred bet-

ween Pompey and Crassus had broken out again.

(1) Ad Att. IV, 3,2 (2) 4d Quintem kratrem, II, 3,4



In spite of the fact thatV“thé people were ali but
wholly alienated, the nobility hestile, the Senate ill-gffec-
ted;,and the younger men corrugt,"(l) vicero began to see a
féint~ray of hope. 'Caesar was aWay, and Pompey .and Crassﬁs
were bitter enemies. In the trial of Sestius, Caesar's tool
Publius'Vatinius gave evidence against him, while Pompey
supported Sestius with a glowing testimonial to his charac-
ter. DPompey and Caesar clearly were not united in their
interests. Not only were there signs that the.Triumviraté
was breaking up but also that their power was diminishing.
The elections had ﬁot'gone in their favour, and LL Domitius
Ahenobarbus, who would be a candidate in the following year,
was openly declaring his intentién'df recalling Caesar.

" The tribune Lupqs on December 10,57 had raised the question
‘of‘Caesar's Campanian land bill, and’had made severai thrusts
at Gaesaf,'at the same time appealiné to Pompey aﬁd praising
Cicero. Cato was on his way home, ready to carry on his
oppbsition to the Triumvirate. Cicero resolved to make one
laét attempt to rouse the‘sluggish ninds of the Senators and
awakén them to the need bf uniting all their forces sgainst
Caesar. ’

On April 5 he proposed that on the fifteenth of May the
'question of the Campanian land should be brought forwsard.
This was a direct attact on Caesar's legislation. Cicero

had taken the lead; it was the duty of the Republican party

(1) Ad GQuintem Fratrem, II, 3,4
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to follow him. The proposal was greeted with shouts of ap-
plaﬁse; E#en Pompey was not displeased. lany sincerely
rejoiced for the Republicfs sake, but others of the opposing
fé;tion rejoiced bniy because they saw that "Pompey would be
dissatisfied with Cicero,-and that Caesar would be hostile
to nim."'1) To plague Cicero still further they openly cour-
ted Clodius and made much of him. Even the better element,
as’though infected by the general edrrupﬁness and baseness of
itskleaders, did not resolutely stand behind him but lapsed
iﬁto indolence. Cioero~writes to Atticus: "You would hardly
believe the treachery of our leaders, as they want to be and
would be, if they had any honour, I knew full Wéil how they
had taken me in, abandoned me and cast me off. Still I re-
solved to stick to them in politics. But they have proved
‘the;same,as ever.”(2>

' Up in Gaul, Caesar was becoming really alarmed ovér the
reportsnthat were coming to him. If Cicéro could secure Pom-
pey's alliance, and his attack on the Campanian land law was
successful, he would he sure to follow it up with an attack
Qn‘the Vatinian law, and this would lay the way open for
Domitius Ahenobarbus to propose Caesar's recali. Two more
years would finish his ferm an@ he had not yet begun to
accomplish his objectives. He had no wish yet to break with
Pompey, if for no other reason, than for his daughter Julia's

sgke, who was devotedly attached to both. Caesar had already

(1) Ad Fam. I, 9,10 (g) Ad Att. IV, 5,1



summoned Crassus to Ravenna, and they then invited Pompey to
meet them at Luca. In April, 56, the meeting of the three
took plaoé; and once more Caesar was able to reqoneile the
t&o by glving them what the Republican party refused thenm.

It was decided that Pompey and Crassus were to be consuls
agaih in 55, and afterwards:-each was:.to have a five year pro-
vineial governorship, Pompey in the two Spains, rand Crassus

in Syria. Caesar's own command was to be prolonged another

five‘years;
| Cicero; the iny formidable opbosition, must:again be
dealt with and Pompey, for the second time, betrayed him to
Caesar. He med QuintQS«Cioero g few dayS'later“and instrue—
ted him to silence his hrother, or‘else Pompey and Caesar
would be obliged to exact the pledges Quintus had givenvon
vpmarcusf behalf. Pompey also reminded him of all the Triumf
virate had done for both. Wishing to make doubly sure of ‘
.success, Pompey sent a messenger to Cicero imstructing ﬁim

to awailt hié‘return pefore committing himself., Quintus wrote
~ his brother and informed him of all Pompey had Said, no doubt
playing dhihis feelings and reprdaehing Marcus for hinde:ing
hié advanoeﬁ%nt by failing to fall in with +he Trivmvirate.
Very likely Terentisa spoke her mind as well; and since all
hope of material prosperity lay with Pompey and Caesar and
little with the Republicans, “thereliis-mot much doubt which
gide Terentia and Guintus would favour. |

- In a letter two years later to Lentulus Spiﬂther, Cicero
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gives his reasons for submitting to Caesar: "If I had seem
the Republic in the hands’of bad or profligate citizens, as
we - know happened during the Supremacyvof Cinng, and on- some
oéher ocecasions, I should noﬁ under the pressure, I don's

say of rewards, which are the last things to influence me,
but even of danger, by which, ther all, the bravest men are
moved, have attached myself to their party, not evem if their
services to me had been of the very highést,kind. As it is,
seeing that the leading statesman in the Republic was Pompey,
& man who had gained this power and renown by the;most emi-
nent services to the state and the most glorious achievements,
‘and one of whose position I had been a SUpportef/from my youth
up, and in my praétoréhip and consulship an active promoter
also, énd seeing that this same statesman had assisted me, in
his own person by the weight of his influence and thé expres-
gion of his'opinion, and, -in conjunction with you, by his »
counsels and zesal, and that he regaided my enemy as his'own
gupreme enemy in the state--I did not think that I need fear
the reproach of inoonsi‘sténcy5 if in some of myfseﬁatorial
votes'I\someWhat‘ehanged my standpoint, and contributed my
zeal to the promotion of the dignity of a most distinguished
man, and one to whom I am vnder the highest obligétions. In
this sentiment I had necessarily to include Caesar, as you
see, for théir policy and position were inseparably united.
Here I was greatly influenced by two things--the old friend-

ship which you know that I and my’brbther Juintus have had
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with Caesar, and his‘own kindness and liberality, of which
we have recently had clear and unmistakable evidence both by
‘his letters and his personai attentions. I was also strongly
af%ecﬁed by the Republio'itself, which appeared to me to
demand, especlially considering Caesar's brilliant successes,
that there should be no gquarrel maintained between these men,
snd indeed fo-férbid it in the strongest manner possible.
ﬁMoreover, while entertaining these feelings, I was above all
shaeken by the pledge which Pompey had gijen for me to Caesar,
and my brother to Pompey,"(l) | v

"I would wish you to make sure of this--that I should
have entertained the same sentiments, 1f I had béen’still
perfectly unoommitted’énd free to choose. For I should not
have thought it right to Tight sgainst such overwhelming
power, nor 1o destroy the‘supﬁemacy of the most distinguished
‘¢itizens, even if it had been possible; nor, again, should I
have thought myself bouwd to abide by the same view, when
circumstances were changed and the feelings ‘of the loyalists
altefed, btt rather to bowito circumstanoes.’ For the persis-
tence in the same view has never been regardedjas a merit in
men eminent for their guidance of the helm of state; but as
in steering & ship one secret of the art is to run before the
storm, even if you cannot make the harbour, yet when you can
do so by tacking about, it is folly t0 keep to the course you
have begun rather than by changing it to arrive all the same

(1) Ad Fam. I, 9,11 and 12. "Cicero and Pliny," William
elmoth, p.l27 :
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, at the destination you desire: so while we all ought in the
administration of the state to keep always in view the object‘
I have very frequently mentiocned, peace combined with dignity,
wéfareknot bouﬁd alwWays to use the same language, but to fix .
our eyes on the same object. Wheréfore,’as I 1gid down s
little while agé,'if I had had as free a hand as possible.in
everything, I should yet have been no other than I now am in
politics.”;l) |

Cicero's detraotprs accuse. him of having deserted, of
having -sold his party. They heap scorn on him much as Brown-
ing in his "Lost Leader" reproached Wordsworth fof having
‘deserted the Revqlutionary cause for the Conservative, because
their minds, as was true of Browning’s, in this instance, do 
hot move with the times, but remain stationzry with one view-
point,jfixed-and unchanging. For Cicero did not desert his
party9 His party deserted‘him; even Pompey threw him over for
Gaésar. "Had Cilcero heen able,to rally the whole force of the
Republicans behind him, he would never for a moment have con-
sidéred aséociating himself with Caesar. Cioero's one purpose
in‘life was the Wélfare of the state; the course he took was
determined“by circumstances, sometimes the ”Sho'rt,route,h
gometimes the "long route," bhut always the'“long route ifT
hécessary, for to him the important considergtion was the goal,
the destination. His detractors, for fhe most part, have had
$00 narrow s vision ﬁo uhderstand or sympathize with his

(1) Ad Fam. I, 9,21. "Cicero and Pliny," William
o lMelmoth, p.l33 , ,
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larger view, VHe was not, as many have asserted, a Democrat,
then a Kepublican, and then & Caesarian, but always a Roman.
With éicero, oountry came bhefore party. He saw that for the
time being he could do nothing with the Republiéan par%y, and
vbyfppposing the Triumvirs singlefhanded he would merely incense
them and perhaps goad them farfher than they. would ever go
unless driven. Ee was left alone; and yet an inactive role
was utterly fofeign to his nature. There was only one hope--
to join Caesar and Pompey, and try by wise guidance to check
their reckless course. Caeéar at the time was away in Gaﬁl,
proteéting Rome hy driving back the hordes of fofeigm invaders,
and adVancing her glory»and préstige, Pompey,—ﬁoo;VWas abseﬁt
on hiskedrn oommiSSioh. Both assuredly were working for the
good of the state, and they might yet prove themselves cham-
pions of the Republican cause. If Cioéro could effect this,
any sacrifice he felt would be woxth while. '

On November .14, 1884, Lord Tennyson wrote to the Prime
Minister, Gladstone, advising him to reconsider his Franchise
Bill, and not to bhe rashhihhfushiﬁgfthings, put to look to the
distant goal, the future, rather than the immediafe present~—
advice which Gladstone eventually took. In the letter Tenny—
son included a poemn whlch is so similar in thought to Cleero s
‘letter to Lentelus, that it is well worth gquoting:

."Steersman, be not pre01p1tate in thine act:

0f steerlng, for the river here, my friend,
Parts in two channels, moving to one end--
This goes straight forward to “the cataract:
That streams about the hend;

But tho' the cataract seen ihe nearer way,

Whate'er the crowd on either bank may say,
Take thou the "bhend," "twill save thee many a day "
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Chapter VII

LUCA TO CICERO'S PROVINCIAL GOVERNORSHIP, 56-51 B.C.

The next few years were not happy onés for Cicero., He
“had determlned on g course which he believed to be right, and
yet which was in nany respeots distasteful to hlm. Much that
‘he,was’obliged’to do was both humiliating and répugnant to
him, Shortly aftér Imcs, he wrote to Atticus: "For what
could be more shameful than the life we are all leading, es-
‘pecially myself? You, in spite of a political bent, have
,aVOided Wearing any special yoke; yet yoﬁ share the univeréal
bondage. But think of the sufferlngs I undergo, When I,am
taken for a lunatio, if I say what I ought about the state
for g slave, 1f I say What expedienecy dictates, and for’a,
cowed and helpless bondsman, if I hold my tongue. I suffer
as. you may.suppose,‘with the added bitterness that I cannot
show my grief without seemihg ungrateful. Well! why shbuidn‘t
I take a rest and flee to the haven of retirement? I haven't
the chance. Then be it‘war’and canmp. And so I must be g
subaltern,kafter refusing to be a captain. So be it."(l)

Though Cicero suffered much and hated many of the tasks he

(1) Aa Att. 1V, 6,1
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Wae called upon to perform, yet he believed he had chosen
~ the right path and was determined to pursue it. He was
"One who never turned his back but marched breast
N forward,
Never doubted clouds would break
Never dreamed, though right were worsted, wrong would
triumph. '

The first step which Cicero felt bound to take in the
path he had marked out for himself was to support s measure
prov1d1ng for the payment of Caesar's four new legions, and -
for the appointment of ten legates. Soon afterwards, in the
debate over the provinces +to be assigned to the consuls of
55, someone proposed that Caesar be recalled to_make way for
next year's eonSuis.'VCieero_rose and delivered hiskoration
- "De Provineiis Consularibus," in which he declared thatvfor
the good of Rome Caesar must not be recalled he was doing in
Gaul what no one before had dared attempt subduing the invet-
erate enemy of Rome, the Gauls, and addlng to Rome's domin-
iens; 8 year or‘two morehwould complete his conguest of Gaul,
and secure the permanent eafety of Rome from invasion from
the’north. Cicero knew as well as anyone the justice of hisg
pleas, and yet it must have been a little galling to him to be
obliged to undertake the defense of e'man whom, only a few
Weeks'befOre, he had prepared to attack. One consolation he
had however, was in sttacking Piso and Gabinius,Athe servitors
of ?ompey and Caesar, and suggesting that theykbe the provin-
cial governors recalled. The neit few monfhs witnessed the

trial of I Cornelius Balbue, the first of a long series
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defended by Cicero at Pompey's and Caesar's wishes. The
~attack on Balbu8~was-really.én attack on the Triumvirs, and
during the course of his defense, Cicero had  occasion %o speak
vgry4highly of Pompey,; and to strengthen the bond between
himself and the Triumvirs. |
The next year, 55 B.C., cpened with no consuls. However,

“Pompey and Crassus, in accordance with the arrangeménts of
Luce,were SOOn‘elected, By the grossest'ﬁribery they sécured'
thé electioﬁ as praetor of thelr agent Vatinius over Cato the
Incorruptible. After bitter disoussionkand show of .violence,
Trebonius, one Qf'the Tfiumvirate's tribunes, succeeded in
passing a lawfassigning the Spains to Pompey, and Syria to
QrasSus for five years, and prolonging Caesar's government
for another five years. Cilcero spoke truly When he wrote to
Leﬁtulus, "The Sfate is without doubt in the power ofkour |
,friends to such an extent that this generation wlll see no
change,"(lj | | |

.~ Caesar's father-in-law, Piso, returned to Rome,vreealled
at Cicero'sisuggestion. Whem he éttacked‘Ciéero, relying no
doubt on Caesar's protection,-Cicero replied with a stinging
invective., At fompey‘s regquest he'next’undertook the defense .
of L. Caninius Gallus--ancther case of . "defending men who did
not deserve -well of him, at the request of those who hadf"(l)

The news that Gabinius, his old enémy, had restored Ptolemy

(1) Ad Fam. I, 8,1
(2) Ad Fam. VII, 1,4,Sihler, p.245
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Auletes, more than likely with Caesar's and Pompey's backing,
d3d not . add to Clicero's happiness. In sickness of heart over
.the condition of affairs, he left for the country to find
solace in literature and composition.

He returned to Rome in Novembér; Just bpefore Crassus
setkout for Syria, and was in time to gretify Crassus' wish
for = reconciliation. Shortly before, in the debate over
Gabinius, when Crassus had made many sligﬁting remarks about
Cicero, C‘icero had retaliated in a violent attack. The

Senate was delighted, seeing in this & hope of a quarrel

between Cicero and the Triumvirs; but Pompey and Caesar, by'

" their earnest appeals to Cicero, succeeded in reconciling

Cicero and Crassus, though Cicéro‘s opinion of him wag still
unchanged, "What a poor thing he,isl"(l)
J After much violence and bloodshed, Appius Claudius Pul-
cher and L. Domitius Ahenobarbus, & determined optimate, were
finally eiected, and. entered office in January 54. Ga%o;
too, at laét managed to be elected praetor. Caesar began,
the year with a determined effoft to win Cicero over. By
many kindnesses and favours to him and t0o his brother and
friends, he made himself so agreeable'that Cicero, who was
always inclined to belileve tﬁe best of an&one, was so char-
med . that he'began to think more kindly of Caesar. Caesar's
agreeableness took muoh of the bitterness out of Cicero's

submission and made his tasks less galling. Early in the

(1) A4 Att. IV, 13
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year Cicero gave public proof of his reconciliation with
Crassus, by defending him in the Senste. He next defended,
at Pompej's and Caesar's request, G. Messius, Caesar's legate
;nd Vatinius. But the hardest defense he was obliged to
’-undertake was that of Gabiniﬂs,~ana it was only after persis-
tent'appeals from Pompey and Caesar that he fihally gave way.

Life was very‘diffieult for Cicero. Added to his per-
sonal humiliatioﬁ was his sorrow over the last Republic. He
: writes to Attlcus ”The State, my dear Pomponius, has lost |
not only 1ts sap and blood, but even all its old colour and
outward semblance. There is in fact no Republle to give one
é feeling of joy and peace. n(1) "Fly hither, and v181t the
remains of what was once:ouﬁ génuine Republic;”(g) Violencé
prevented all elections, to such an extent‘that a dictator-
ship seemed inevitable. Pompey, however, was unwilling to
commiﬁ'himself, and the affair dragged on. During these
months Cicero's only consolatibn Was in his growing friend-
ship with Caesar. At the énd'of the year he prepared to set
dut for Spéin as Pompey’s legate, but Caesar was so alarmed
and so desirous to keep him in Rome, to serve his own inte-
rests, that he wrote Cicero and persuaded him to glve up his
progected Journey |

The really momentous event of the yéar 54 was the death
of Julia, an event which was to have far reaching consequen-

ces. As long as she had lived Pompey and Caesar had been

(1) Ad Att. IV, 18,2 (2) Ad Att. IV, 19
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united by = bond strong enough to assure the safety of Rome
from intérnal dissension, but now, with her déath, began the
gradual disintegration of the eoalition, which for fTive years
had controlled the destiny‘of Rome .

The year 53 is one of great‘significance_ih the history
of Rome, and yet, save fof the one important event, 1t is
sihgulérly uneventful. We know little about Cicero's state
of mihd or attitude in the mext year or two. Theﬁcolléetion
of letters to Atticus and Quintus ceases for a time at the
/ehd of 54. The year 53 opened with no consuls in office, and
the tribunes sucCeeded by violence ahd obstruction in pre-
vénting all eleéfidns, 80 that'the year dragged on with g
series of interregna until July. Another proposal to make
Pompey dictator was. resolutely resisted by Cato; and. Pompey,

/ unwilling.tb use force, concui"redo Lven at g time like this,
when everything seemed hopeless, Cicero still haﬁvhopes of
the Republic being restored. He writes to Curio: "I am
afraid that you will find ﬁqthing worth caring for at ybur
return; all things are so ruined and oppressed: bdbut I ques-.
tion whether it be prudent to-say so much. I+t is your part,
howevér, to adorn yourself with all’those.accomplishments,
which can Qualify avcitiien,‘in wretched times and profligafe
morals, to restore the Republie to its ancient dignity."(l)'.

The event which overshadowéd all others was the death

of Crassus on June 9, 53. The defeat was disastrous enough,

(1) Ad Fam. II, 5. Hiddleton, Vol. I, p.460
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but more far reaching vere the consequences st Rome. ‘Crassus’
death destroyed'the balance of power betweeﬁ Pdmpey and - |
Caesar, and;leflloose the forces which were eventually to
léad to Civil War. It was a great blow to Caesar. As long .
as Crassus had lived Caesar had the assurance that in the
event 6f discord Crassus would side with him rather than with
‘his old enemy Pompey.

The personal breach between the two had begun after
Julig's death,~when Pompey refused to renew his allisnce with
Caesar by marr&i&g his graﬁd—niece Octavia, but instead se-
klected Cornélia, the daughfer of Metellus Scipio, one of the
leadiﬂg aristocratic Reﬁublioans. Pompey also féfused his
own daughter's hand to Caesér. Crassus' death, leaving two.

- meéen, each eager for abéolute power, further strengthened the
breach.~ Caesar's achievements in Geul merely added to Pom-

- pey's jealousy and determination to break with him as sooﬁ:
as he was strong enough. But at ﬁrésent neither Waskreédy
for the break, and each continued his support of the other.
Caeéaris'work was not yet completed in Gaui, and Pompey hsad
not been able to secure the dietatoréhip he desired, in order
to begin to undermins Jaesar’s position.  Nevertheless, the
personal breach had<begun, and: sooner‘or’later a publici
breach was bound to follow.

Some of the more thoughtful members of the Senatorial
party, having their eyes opened at last to the true state of‘
affairs, and realizing that Pompey, who on several occasions

had had the opportunity of seizing absolute power and yet
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refused it, was not the man to fear but rather Caesar, bhegan

. to draw nearer to Pompey and away from Caesar. Pompey, on the

other hand, in his Jjealousy of Caesar's growing power, saw
clgarly the zdvantage of having the Senate at his back, and‘
drew more andmore towgrds the Senate--a union which Cicero
.had been striving for years to effect, and which in its
shortsightednass the Senate had steadily rejected until it
was now almost tooc late. |
Cicero was little moved by the death of a man for whom
he had salways had a~strong éontempt; but  the death‘of Cras-
sﬁs' son Publius was a real blow to him. Cicero;wés soon
gfterwards chosen augur in Publius' place.
| The yearvwas drawing to & close aﬁd still no elections
had faken place. Hilo, supported by Cicerb and the Republi—
can nobles, was pursuing his canvass with $he greatest‘extra—
Vagan@e, in spite of Cicero's warnings. MMetellus Scipio, A
?ompey?s father-in-law, was also s oéndidate, One event;
which occurred towards the end of the year, .and which was to
beiOf great signifioanee in the following year was the pPro-
posal that an interval of five years should elapse between
a magistracy and g provinoial governorship. The.motion was
vetoed and for the present remained.only a resolution, |
The year 52 opened without consuls or praetors snd with-
. oﬁt geven an interrex,,thanks to Poépey?s tribune, kunatius
Plancus., Probably Pompey's intention in preventing the
appointment of an interrex was to forge the Senate to elect

him sole consul. During the winter anarchy and gdigorder
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reigned in the streets of LKome, as Hilo and Clodius continued
‘their brawls. On January 17 matters were brought to g heéd
when Clodius wes killed by ifilo. The hostility of the sup-
pgrters of these ﬁwo burst forth in huge~demoﬁstrations during
which the Curia Hostilia, the meeting-place of the Senate,
was destroyed by~fire, Feople were crying out that Pompey be
made dictator. So far there were no consuls, gnd as.matters
stood, little likelihood of there being any. The Senate saw
' no - hope save in'Pompey, so it declared martial law and direc-
ted Pompey to restore order, snd suthorized him %o raise
troops throughout Italy. The supporters of Clodius were
;clamouring‘for the trial of I{ilo. The Senate realiZed that
affairs could not go on without some magistrate, and so passed
a deéree, proposed by Bibulus and backed by Cato, that Pompey
should be elected sole consul. In the intercalcary month
befween February and Maréh Pompey was invested with powers
that made him a virtual dicﬁator. éhis appointment served
still firther to bind him to the Senate and aliénate him from
Caesar. |
Pompey at once broposed several laws; one against riot,
levelled at Milo; and one against electoral eofruption.
Caesar's friends opposed the bills, and even Cicero and Cato .
spoke against them in their anxiety to secure Milo's acquit-
tal, Pompey's'tribune, Munatius Plancus Burss, was doing
everything in his power to prove #ilo's guilt, while Cicero
was preparing his defense. This was cne case which neither

'?ompeyfs“wishes nor vicero's own personal danger could deter
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him from-undertaking. In the end Pompey's influence prevailed
and ilo was convicted. One other case which is of interest
is that of Bursa, whom Cicero prosecuted. All Pompey's efforts
t0" have his trifune acquitted,failed in the face of Cicero's
vigorous prosecution., )
For the last five months of the year, Pompey took as his
colleague his father-in-law Scipio, aﬁd‘immediately embarked
~on his policy of undermining Caesar's position. He passed
the proposal that an interval of five years should elapse be-
tween a magistracy and a provinecial governorship, and also
reenacted the old rule that candidates must appeaf‘in person
to canvass. Both these laws wére attempts to prevent Caesar's
election as consul. Under the old practice Caesar would have
held office until -the end of December 49, but now the Beﬂéte
could rececall him any time after March 49. Therc would‘then
be an interval of several months WEen he would be neither prb-
consul nor consul, and dﬁring whioh ﬁe would be calied upon
to face a barrage of prosecutions if he appeared in Rome. If
he did not appear, he could not secure his eleption; if he did
come, he would be prosecuted for his illegal actions in his
consulship, 1In either case his eléction was rendered hopeléss.
Pompey was preparing the ground for Civil Wer. But ﬁo abpease
Caesér;for the present, he granted.several amendmenté, exemp-
ting him from the laws. Caesar, however, was not deceived as
ﬁo Pompey's real intentibns. To -add to his ilnconsistencies,

Pompey extended his own term in Spain for another five years.
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Caesér now hegan on an even more extensive scale his
plays for popular support. His public building projects in
Rome were designed to secure the favour of the»populace. By
pfomises to secure the full franchise for'the Transpadanes,
‘by his geﬁerous treatment of mahy of the tribes in Gaul and
‘the peoples of North Italy, and by his liberality to his
soldiers, hé secured their loyal support. Many of Rome's
leading Senators he had put under obligation to himself by
huge loans.

| The two consuls chosen for the next year were S, Sulpi-
cius Rufus and M. Claudius larcellus, bdth‘good Republicans
and friends of Cicero. The election of these two men, cer-
tainly with Pompey's consent, is another proof of‘his union

~with the Senate and a further step in his break with Caesar.
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Chapter VIII

CICERO'S GOVERHORSHIP AND THE TPREAT
OF CIVIL WAR, 51-50 B.C.

One of the results of Pompey's law, enforcing a five
yeaikinterval between a magistracy and a provineial governor-
ship was Cicero's appointment as governor of\Cilieia in the
spring of 51, Nothing could have been'more against his will
at any time, but especially at the present juncture of aff-
airs in Rome. He felt that his talents did not lie in the
direction of provincial goverhment. As he;eXpreésed it to
Atticus, "A saddle has been placed on an ox,”(l> and again,
"The business 1s little suited to‘my tastes. It is,a trué
saying,‘cqbbler, stick to your last.'”(g) Cilicla and its
petty affairs seemed of little moment to him, when at home
there was every indication that a contest was iumpending Which
might have very serious consequences for Rome. Cicero's
whole interest, his entire life's training had been direbted
towards the management of affairs at Home; and who ié to deny
that had Cicero remained in Kome for the next two years the

course of events might have taken a very different trend,

(1) A4 Att. V, 15,3 (2) Ad itt. V, 10,3
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that he might have influenced‘the weak and rather ineffectuai
'?ompey, and prevented the Civil War? There is no doubt that
the course Cicero suggested in December 50 was the only one
wHich would have prevented the Civil War., "I think it hetter
ts;agree to Caesar's demands than to enter upon war. It is
too late to resist him, when for ten years we have besn
strengthening him against ourselves.ﬂ(l) .

. However, the important consideration to us as well as %o
Cicero is not his governorship, fine as it Was,'but the events
at Rome;' Dﬁring his absence Cicero was plentifully:supplied
with news from home by -his young friend Marcus Caslius Rufus,
and yet the more significant undercurrents seemlfo have been
¥ept back. There is no question thatACaelius, silenced no |
doubt by his oWn connection with Caesar, did not give Cicero
‘all the news, but allowed him to remain deceived as/to the
real nature of‘the danger. In all his letters to Atticus
there’is nothing to give us any reason to believe that Cicero
at any time had complete informajisn about the political
situation at Rome. TI% is.only in September or October 50, on
his journey homeward, that the tremendous seriousness of the
gituation fully reached ﬁim. ﬁ

The chief topic of interest, before which all others

paled into insignificance was the question of the succession
of the Gallic provinces, or more accurately, the question

whether Caesar was going to be allowed to sue for the

(1) Ad Abt. VIII, 5,5,
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conSulShip without resigning his provinee and his army. The
years 51 and 50 are taken up with a series of intrigues and
proposals for concession of the part of Pompey and Caesar and
thelf supporters. Both sides seemed to realize that there
could be no compromise; Caesar was set on the consulship or
an eitension of -his command; Pompey, secure in his own posi-
tion and backed by the Senabe, was equally debermined that

' Caesar’s power must be broken.

With the support of the‘ponsul Marcellus, Pompey con-
finued his efforts to undermine Caesar's power. 'Several
times the quéstion of the sﬁccession of the Gallic provinces
was brought up, dbut each time Caesar's tribuneskpxevented any
decisive action. Finally, on the twenty-ninth of September,
ol the Senate succeeded in passing the proposal thHat the
question should be definitely discussed on March 1,50. The
two rather underhand proposals, giving Caesér{s.veterans an
opportunity to apply for their«discharge, and decreasingrthe
number of congular provinces,‘wére difeet moves g% Caesar.
The first was tantamount 16 an invitation to Caesar's spldiers'
to desert, and the second, confining thé cohsular'pTOVinces to
Syria and the two Gauls (the Spains being held by Pompey) ,
had as its object the diminution of Caesar's chances of re-
taining~his,provinces. Naturally these two proposals were =
vetoed by Caesar's tribunes. The breach between the two could
no longer be conceagled; it was evident to all.

'In the election held in the summer of 51, ¢. Clsudius
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Marcellus, a staunch optimate; and L. Aemiiius Paullus, no
‘doubt by now & Servitor of Caesar's, had heen elected consuls,
'Theftribunician elections were more fortunate for Caesar. 1In
Décember 51 Cicero wrote%%urio oongratulaﬁing him on his
election to thé tribunate and warning him to act with the
interest of the state at heart and not to allow "the plans of
bthérs to carry him away.(1)

| Ciceroémore than likely was thinking of:%ntohy and there-
fore of necessity Caesar. This small incident, together with.
his letter in 53 %o Curio, reveals Cicero's keen insight into
the man's character. He saw, as did Caesar, thatﬂCurio would
be an asset %o any party and he was eager to attach him to
the Constitutional party. Probhably at the very time Caesar
was busy buying up Curio's allegiance;for in February, 50,
lCurio found a pretext for openly deserting to Caesar. With
Paullus' aid the debate on March 1 over the provinces was
adjourned. In May the‘majority;of.fhe Senate favoured Méf~
cellus? proposél that Caesar resign on July 1,49; while Pom-
péy Was'wi%ling to allow Caesar to sue for the consulship
without making a personal canVags and then resign on November
1%. Curio saW thrbugh Pompey‘s ruse, and, fealizing that the
six weeks elapsing between November 13 and December 29, When‘
Céesar would be a private citizen, were quite sufficient to
ruin Caesar, Vetoed,the proposal. "He then suggested that
both Caesar and Pompey resign simultaneously but his attempt

to take a vote was blocked. DPompey's offer to resigh at the

(1) Ad Fam: IT, 7,1



request of the Senzste was held up to ridicule by cvurio.

In another attack on Caesar the Optimates were more
suoeessful. At the moment there was serious danger of g Par-
tﬁian invasion, and Pompey of course would be put in command.
Oicero'himéelf, who was in Cilicia, hoped‘for and expected
his arrival., The Optimates, to sirengthen their Torces, de-
manded one legion each from Caesar and Pompey. ?ompey merely
‘ordered‘Caesar to return the legion he had“loaned'him, and
“thus Gaesar; rather unfairly, lost not one, but two legions.
The intrigue continued.

Meanwhile Cicero was setting out for home. At Ephesus
he receilved news that "Caesar would refuse to disband his
army."(l) Thoroughly ala?med he embarked for Athens, and there
on the fourteenth of October received word from Caelius that
Civil War Wasrinevitable, that Caesar's and Pompey's moold
love for one énother and their detested alliance had not drif-
ted into secret bickering, but had broken out into open waé?g
- Caelius further informed him that Eompey would have the sup-
’port of fhe Senate and all earnest men, Caesar that of the
baser element; and then proceeded to warn Cieeré'that though
in peace one should follow the honourable course, yet in war,
the stronger side deserves one's allegiance. (aelius. evident-

ly believed with Wapoledn that "God is on the side of the

heavy battalions.”

(1) Ad Att. VI, 8,2 ’
(2) Ad Fam. VITI, 14,2. How, Vol. II). p.300
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pCiCero’at once wrote to Atticus: "Soive my problem for
me. There threatens s dire struggle between Pompey and Caesar.
’Each of them counts me hisg friend--unless, perhaps, Caesar is
dissembling; for Pompey -has no doﬁbt, rightly Supppsing that
his present political views have my strongest approval. But
both have sent me letters in terms that wouldjappear to make
more of me than of anyone at.all. But what am I to d&o6? I
‘don't mean in the long run. If the matter is to he fought in .
the field, I see 1t would be better to be conquered with |
Pompey than to conquer with Caesar. 5Hut what about the points
in debate on my arrival--refusing the claims of é candidate
who is away from Rome and ordering the disbandihg of his
army,”(l) Cicero was in great doubt what course he should
’follow, He wished, for the present,‘to be free from express-
ing any opinion, 8o that he might act as mediator bhetween
the two. |

He left Athens intent on hurfying home to advise Pémpey.
There was only one course open to the Republicans, he felt,
Caesar had,béen allowed o grow to such strength that resis-
tance was impossible. Caesar was himself, "a man of the
greatest daring and readiness, who had on his'side all the
criminal and social outcasts, and all‘wh6 deseryed to be
counfed criminals and outcasts; nearly all the younger gene-
ration; all the lowest city rabblée; the powerful tribunes

including G. Cassius; and all the insolvent who were many in

(1) Ad Att. VII, 1,3
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number@”(l) Against ﬁhis opposition Pompey and the‘Optimates
eould\hope to make little hesdwsy, especially since "the Op-
timates were not in agreement'"(2> Civil Var was to be aver-
ted at all costs "for viectory would bring many evils, and

3).

without dbubt aktyrant."( . They must treat for peace and so
'the only thing to do was to accede to Caesar's demands.
Cicero felt that "when even his enemies renewed his term of
office and fortune bestowed on him supreme power, then Qaesar‘
would npt be so mad as to jeopardize such advantages.”(é)

On his return to Italy Cicero had two interviews with
Pompey on Deoembér 10, and December 25, He reported the
result to Attioﬁs; "For your query as to thekchanoe of a
peaceful settlement, so far as I could tell from Pompey's full
and detailed discourse, ‘he does not éven want peace......
Pompey has an utter contemprt for Caesar, and'firm confidence
in his own and the state's resources.....In a word he appeared
not only not to seek peace, but eveﬁ to fear it.ﬁ(B Cidero‘s
efforts to influence Pompey for peace were fruitless; his
mind was éet on war.

’Caesar’all the While Was eager to acquire Cioeré's alle-
gience., He had exulted over Cato's treatment of Cicero's
request for a "supplicatio," hoping that it would .cause a
breasch between the two, and now he strove by évery means in
his power to win Cicero over.

(1) Ad Att. VII, 3,5 (2) Ad Att. VII, 5,4

(3) Ad Att. VII, 5,4 (4) Ad Att. VII, 4.3

(5) Ad Att. VII, 8,4
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In discussing with,Attious on the twenty-sixth of de-
cember the possible courses that Caesar might adopt, Cicero
suggests that "Caesar may resort to arms solely on account
fof'his rejection as a candidate, or for a further reason, if
a tribune through using obstructionist tactics O0r an appeal
to popular feeling inour a censure or a limitation of power 
or‘suspension or expulsion from office, or if some tribune
fly to him with a tale of expulsion.”(l) Lvents followed
swiftly. The new consul L. Cornelius Lentulus Crus, on Jan-
'uary 1, 49, proposed that Caesar should resign on‘a fixed
date or be deéeclared a public ¢nemy. The proposal was at once
vetoed by Antony and Cassius, and when all effoffs to per-
suade them to withdraw their/veta had failed, on the seventh
of January theykwere declared public enemies. The two tri-
bunes along with Caellus and Curio fled to Caesar, and on
January 11 C@esar crossed the hubloon. vicero's prophecy
had been fulfilled.

There is no doubt that Caesar had been treated unfairly
in many resﬁects, considering the concessions made to Pompey;
but the question is--was he justified in taking up arms
against his country? Was the tredtment received at the hands
of Pompey and the Optimates the sole motive rrodding him on?
It is doubtful whether~resentment7and'anger alone would hgve
driven him to such g step, had not.ambition been present to

. goad him on. Iifuch more likely is it that Caesar had long

(1) Ad Att. VIT, 9,2



determined on absolute power, by peaceful meaﬁs if possible,
if th by war. ZPompey was the obstacle in his path; Caesar
had tried intrigue and concession and Pompey had remgined unQ
sﬁékeng the only course left him was war. Antony's and
Cassius' flight merely served as a useful pretext té achieve
his purpose. $So FPluterch believed: "For Gaius Caesar was
not Such a light person, or so easy to be méfed from his
sound jﬁdgment by passion, if he had not‘long ago determined
to do this, as to have made war on his country all of a sud-
den, because he saw Antonius in a mean dress asnd Cassius
making their escape to him in a hired chafiot; but this gave
a’ground and specious reason for the war to a man who had
long been wanting a pretext. He was led +to war agalinst the
whole world, as Alexander before him, and Cyrus of old had
been, by an insatiable love of power and a frantic passion to be
first and greatest: and this he could not obtain unless 

(1) .

Pompeius were pub down."

WP, Ant. 6. "’?luta,rc,h‘% Loiw Q‘.‘:,“‘ G.\,Eb*ﬂ@&\\/o\ym, e 2k,



Chapter IX
THE CIVIL WAR, 49-48 B.C.

Caesar had crossed the Rubicon. By the sixteenth of
jJéﬁuary the news reached Rome and plunged the city into tur-
moil, On tho‘seventeenth Pompey declared in s meetlﬁg of the
- Senate that he could not hold the city and immediately depar-
ted to take command of his legions. On the eighteenth the
consuls and magistrates fled in suéh confusion and terror
that they forgot even fto secure the treasury.

k After the passing of the "Senatus Consultum Ultimum" on
the seventh:of January, Italy had been divided intb digtricts
for recruiting purposes. Capus and its surrounding district
had been giVen~to Cicero to supervise. He accepted the |
charge most unwillingly and made several gttempts to rid him-
self of it. 'His whole desire was to’brinﬂ about peace and he
felt that were he at the present to make = move in Favour of
either Caegar or Pompéy, heonuld at once destroy all chances
for mediation. He needed & free hand for the moment. As the
days went by and he saw Caesar and Pompey rejecting each

other's terms, he became more and more despondent. Pompey's



[£0]
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abandonment of Home was a great blow to him; Pompey's actions
of the next few weeks seemed even more indefensible. To
Atticus he confided his fears: 7"As to your request for infor-
mation on Pompey's jxali&wy, I don'™t think he knows himself;
'ceftainly none of us knows. ILverywhere there is panic ahd
confusioﬁ."(l)

As soon azs 1t became certain that Caesar had rejected
all térms and was pressing southward, Cicero began to abandon
all hope of peace and could see nothing in store but chaos
‘and‘a repetition of the SUllan—Marian regimes. Caesar, he
realized, was bent on being a tyrant. While reports were
coming to Cicero of Pompey's incapability and utter want of
policy, other reports were coming to him of Caesar's specta-
culaer progress. Bverywhere resistance was being tﬁrnei into
indifference'and'indifferenoe into enthusiastic support; the
country towns arnd monied interests were flocking to him; his
clemeney at Corfinium was winning éll Itély to his side;” At
the same bime Pompey's desertion.oi’DOMitius at Corfinium
added the crowﬁing touch to Cicero's misery. Tompey's refusal
to go'to Domitius' aid was equivalent in Cicero's eyes to an
abandonmenﬁ 6f the ceuse. Pompey had betrayed them.

Cicero thought that at last his eyes were opened: "Abso-
lute power is what Pompey and Caesar havé sought......A sort
of Sullan reign has 1ohg been Pompéy's object, and is the

desire of many of his companions. 0Or do you think that no

ol

(1) Ad Att. VII, 12,1
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agfeement; no compromise between him and Caesar was possible?
Why;'it is possible today: but neither of them looks to our
happiness. Both want to be kings."(1)

v And étill_thé debate in Cicerp‘s heart went on, whether
to Join Pompey and follow him to Greece, or to remain neutrsal
and stayrin Rome, hoping to effect a peaceful settlement.

For never for s moment did he consider Joining Caesar. <Cae-
Saf's whole conduct he regarded as "impudent" and "erimingl."
ﬁany‘chsiderations urged him to remain in Rome, Caesar's
- clemency which made people "fear the man they once trusted,
‘and adoré the man they once dreaded,”(g) impelled‘Cicero to
hope thét by remaining neutral‘he might st1ll make pesace, no
matter what the terms: "As for me; I cease not to‘advooate
peaee.' It may be on unjust terms, bhut even so it 18 more
expedient than the justest of civil Wars;"(Z) and tTo secure
ﬁeace T would glédly ca.st myself at his feet.”(é)_Pompey's
incapacity and the discord in the Optimate rarty practically
assured Caesar's success. Cicero's own family and Atticus
urged him to remain, and Atticus' advice, he recognize&, was
always prudent: "I wouldn't advise you to flee, if Pompey
leaves Itdly. You will run a very great risk, and you will
not help the country, which you may be able to help‘hereafter,
if you remain.ﬁ(s) Caesar, even in the heat of his activity
toqk pains to urge ﬁim to neutrality and had his agents do

(1) Ad Att. VIII, 11,2 Ad Att. VIII, 13

’

(2)
(3) Ad Att. VII, 14,3 . (4) Ad Att. VIII,” O
(5) Ad Att. IX, 10,5

1
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likewise. Another important conéideration which must not be
forgotten is the fact that Cicero never knew at what moment
’CaeSar and Pompey ﬁight come to an agreement as they had ab -
ﬁhca, and agaln Pompey would throw over Cicero and his rarty,
Cicero realized, as did Céesar himself, that if Caesar could
once have a personal interview with him, Pompey would weakly
step back and throw up the whole cause, leaving his supporters
with neither leader nor cause to fight for.

~On the other hand all his o0ld feeling of gratitude snd
loyalty to Pompey.returned in full force whenever he thought
of Pompey, futi;ely and ineffeotiﬁely trying to resist a man
of Caesar's caliber. All, and more than all, his old love
and pity returned: "For he has done nothing of a kind %o
induce me to share his flight. But now my old love bresks
forth: now I miss him intoierably.”(l) Pompey, in spite of
all his faulbts, to Cicero still represented‘the Republican
cause, hlg cause. Thercaustio,remérks of many bf the Obti-
mates, rebuking his inactivity, roused him to'hurry his deci-
sion, while Pompey's appeals added their weight to the ba-
lance.

Cicero has been accused of weakness, of irresolution.

His eritics do not stop to consider the momentous decision
he had to make; and small wonder that he hesitated, and lbng

debated 1t. On his decision rested far more than anyone save

‘Caesar realized.

(1) Ad Att. IX, 10,2
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A1l the while Caesar and Balbus were writing to Cicero,
urging him to remain in Rome and try to effect 8 peace. Long -
after Balbus knew that beace was impossible, he tried to keep
éiive in Cicero the illusion thatiit might still be brought
about, But by early March Cicero had guite decided to.aoOept
the inevitable and follow Pompey, when a letter from Atticus
persuaded him to await an interview with Caesar.

On the twentieth of March news reaehed'him that Pompey
had been blockaded. In an agony of remorse and grief Cicero.
bewailed his inactivity and longed to share Pompey's defeat.
Now he would wailt only for the interview with Caesar; that,‘
he determined, would decide his course of aetiah. |

k The interview between (icero and Caesar took place on the
- twenty-eighth of March. Cicero described the meeting to At-
ticus: "I spoke so as to gain Caesar's respect rather than
his gratitude; and I persisted in my resolve not to go to
Rome. We were mistaken in thinking he would be easy to’manage.
I have never geen anyone less easy. He kept on sayiﬁg that
ny decision was a slur on him, and that others would be lesgs
likely to come,‘if I did nof come. I pointed out that my case
was very uniiké'théirs. After much talk he éaia,hW%ii;'eome
and discuss peaée.' '0n my own terms?' I asked. “"Need I dié-
tate to you?' said he. 'Well,’ said I, 'I shall contend that
the Senate cannot sanction your invasion of Spain or your
goihg with an army into Greece! and, T added, 'T shsll lanm-

ent Pompey's fate." e replied, 'That is not what I want.!
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'So I fancied,' said I: ‘'but I do not want to be in Rome,
because either I must say that and much else, on which T can-
not keep silent, if I am present, or else Ieeannot come. !
The upshot was +that I was to think that matter over, as Caesar
'suggested, with a-view_to closing the interview. I could not
refuse. So we parted. I am confident thathe has no liking
for me. But I like myself, as I have not for g long time.n(1)’

Where was the irresolution? Where the cowardice? All
Caesar asked for the moment wag Cicero's presence in Rome,
'Cieero could easily have acceded to the reQuest. 'Caesar’s
olemenCJ would have been amrle excuse; many of the Optlmates
even ~had transferred thelr allegiance to Caesar. Hls suceess
seemed assured and in theflush of victory Cicero would have
been the flrst to have had the honours heaped on hinm. Cicero
was sorely tempted and tried, yet he did not yield but chose
rather to follow what he believed to be right regardless of
the sacrlflce that it must entail, This interview serves ngt
only as a lasting monument to Cicero's courage,buf also as an
irrefutable testimony to the esteem in which he was held, when
Caesar and Pompey too, in the anxiety and stress of civil war
could pause te urge'and beg Cicero's allegiance. It was not
Oicero's ability as a general, not even hisladvice; which
Cgesgar was see&;ng, but the moral wéight which his name would
add to any cause.

This day, which takes its place with the other great
landmarks in his life, marked the termination of all Cioere's

(1) Ad A%t. IX, 18,1
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hopes'for peace. vNeutrality was no loﬁger possible, and he-
determined to join Pompey, knowing full well that Caesar's
~prospects of success were far greater than those ofAPompe&,
&nd that the course he chose might lead even to the grave.
 Pompey, he knew, was as bent on tyranny as Caesar, The only
’difference between them Was that whereas Caeéar was strong
and determined, Pompey was weak and easily moved; Pompey
could be guided, Caesar never could; under Caesar the Republic
. was lost‘for ever, ﬁnder Pompey there Was at least hope.

Caesar madé one last effort to win Cicero over. As he
wés setting out for Spain he wrote begging Ciceré‘s forgive-
ness and excusing him for not hsving gone to home. But

Caesar could no longer divert him from what he considered his

auty.

@icero,bent all his energies to escape those who had

been set to watch him and leave Italy. Tullia's and Atticus’
'prayérs that he await the issue in Spain no longer movéd him,
He dould not now honourably delay. "If Caesar is driven from
Spain{ you can imagine how pleasing and honourable my arrival
will seem to Pompey, when I suppose even Curio will go over
to him.n(1)

‘ Antony, becoming suspicious, wétched him more closely,
‘while Caesar wrote begging Cicero not to join Pompey, saying
that such g décision would injure him greatly. Thé weather
and Antony's vigilance prevented his departure until +the

seventh of June, when he finally eluded his guards and

(1) Ad Att. X, 8,2
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embarked near Formiae to follow Pomjeyﬂ

"As Amphiarams in the plays," Cicero Set out, "with his
eyes wide open and w1th clear knOWledge to destruction lying
pvefore his feet. n(1) When he avrlved at Pompey's camp 1n
'DJlgﬁvhlum, he met with nothing but ooniu81on and turmoil,

' The magisfra¢es and Senators of Rome and the princes of the
East wére swarming around Pompey, giving advice and,threaten-
ing death and destruction. ”Cruelty was so rampant there,
and there Waé s0 close an alliance with barbarian nations,
‘tha£~a plan was sketched out for a proseription not of per-
'sOné but of whole classes; and each had made up ﬁis mind that
the property of all was to be the prizevof VictOIy,"<2) ALL
Cicero's efforts to impress the seriousness of their danger
updn‘fhem met with reproaehes of cowardicé and ridicule. The
Qonfﬁsion‘of everything there and his disgust over the actions
of/the leaders, on top of the strain of the preceding year,
so weakened Cicero ‘that he was forced‘to spend the greater
part of the time in camp. | ‘

An initial success elated Pompey'to such an extent that
he‘lost all caution, and yielding to the advice of his com-
panions opposed Caesar at Pharsalia. There is no doubt that
Pompey did have a hard role to play. 1In all his early cam-
paigns his had been the sole power, but now, surrounded hy
the kings and princes of the East, and the magistrates and

Senators of home, almost all of equal'raﬂk with Pompey, men

(1) Ad Fam. VI, 6.6 Sinhler, p.320 (2) Ad Att. XI, 6,2
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who hed held commands,. and who naturally expected an egual
share'in all decisions, it is littlé Wonder that nothing but
d&saster reéulted The feeling among the o0ld Conservatives
that Pompey dld not really desire v1ctory and might yet play
them false further added to their anxiety ana eagerness to
hurry him into the field against Caesar.

On,August 9, 48 B.C., the armies of the two opposing
generals met, After a few hours Pompey's férces were put to
rout,and‘Fompey himself fled to Egypt.

Ill’health héd'brevented Cicero from being bféségt at the
battle, He hadlremained in camp along with Catb and Varro
énd others. When news of Pompey's defeat resched them, Cato v
frequestedvcicero to take over the~éommand but,Cicero refused.
He felt that Pharsalia had,decidéd tre issue of the conflict,
that Caesar's victory had heen cholusive. Further resis-
tance Was.useless, and even oriminél, for seeing that they
had been no match for Caessr when their forces had been united,
tkev covld have little hope to defeat him when they were scatb-
tered. (1)

He returned to Brundisium in Cctoher, fhére‘to spend.
eleven of the unheppiest months of hié life, awaiting Gée;ér’s
- return. News Qf Pompey's death soon reached him., Cn the
twentyéseVenth 6f-November_he wrote to Atticus: TAbout Fom-
pey's end I never had any doubt. TFor despair of his success

had so eompletely taken posséssion of the minds of all the

(1) A4 Fam. VII, 3
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'kings and peoples, that I thought this would hagpen to him,
wherever he might go, I cannot help grieving'forrhis fate,
for'I,knew’him to be a man of honour and high moral prinéi—
'"ﬁle.”(l) Cicero's allegiance to him had never wavered. His
lifé'had been one of unceasing devotion to Pampey and the
fRepublioan causeu and now he could loock back without regrets,
kmowlng th@t he had often,exaggerated he had never belltuled
Pompey! s claims upon him. |
Had Pompey died in 62, when he Wés returning in triumph

to Italy, he would have been acclaimed one of the greatest
herves and generals of antiquity. The tragedy Sf his life was
thatahe lived beyond his time. Unfortunafely for him neither
circumstances nor his own character would permit him to ful-
fil the role Ciceroihad marked out for him. He had been
raised by his(ability as g generél to occupy a . position as
statesman for which he Was.fitte& neither by temperament nor
training. And now even ansoldier's grave was denied him.

| With Pharsalia and Pompey's death ended the Twzumv:Lrateo
Allféower Was in the thdS of the sole survivor. The Trium-

virate was no'more. The rule of three had become the rule

of one.

(1) Ad Att. XI, 6,5
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Conclusion

| Cicero waited anxiously at Brundisium for word from
Caesar. Finally 1t came. In July Caesar sent a message tel-
ling him to keep the laurelled fasces with which he had
returned in 50 B.C., thus showing that he was willing to pass
over the intervening years and %o forgive Cicero everything.
Whatever can be said against Caesar, whatever one can dis-
approve of in his conduct, there is muech to be Said in his
Tgvour. There was in him nothing that was shallow, nothing
that,waé petty; and nowhere is he shown to greater'advantage
than in his treatment of Cicero, nowhere'more magnanimous.

On September 25, 47 Caesar réturned to Italy. "When
Caesar saw Cicero coming to meet him, far before all the rest,
he got down from his carriage and embraced him, and walked
several stadia in private conversation with him.”(l)

~Cicero's only hope now for the Republié layin Caesar.
‘No one save Caesar~could‘bring order out of chaos. How would
he act? Would he he a tyrant or would he, ndw that there was
no one to r681st him, prove the benelactor of home.”;His

clemeney and moaeratlon in victory led ulceru to hope for s

(1) Plut. Cic. 39. Tyrrell, Vol. IV, p.48
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restoration of the Republic, a restoration in which Caesar
would fill +he rolé~df,the ideal statesman, the role of an
he B

"architect™ and~the role of a "mason."{(1)

Cicero clung to this hope as long as humanly possible,
“He was ever ready td see in Caesar's acts a sign of a return
to the days of the Republic. "The all—poWerful ruler," he
writes in January, 45 B.C., Y"seems to me to be daily inclin-
ing more and more to justice and s reasonable view of things..
.. .Bvery day something 1s done with more lenity and libera-

1lity than we were expecting.”(d) Cicero was always at Caesar's

whenevee poassivle Le I1M3TIN v wisa a tove
‘back, ready~for the Republic, and to urge him to a course of
mercy in dealing with the exiled Pompeians. In his defense
of Marcellus, Cicero déolared beforq Caesar: "There is one
more act to be performed by‘you, O’Caesar, one more thing to
sccomplish, the restoration of the Républic,”(z)

However; even the>eager Uicero could not for ever perse-
vere in this illusion. Too soon it beca@e"évident tb all that
Caesar had no intention of restoring a free state, butfof
‘eStablishing’a monarchy, with all the trappings of the‘East;
The death of Tﬁllia added to Cicero's dejection and gloom-
over the political situation and when on the Ides of March,
44, Caesar fell at the hands of the conspirators, Cicero
rejoliced.

3ut he soon found that they had exchanged a high-minded

(1) Ad Pam. IX, 2,5 () Ad Tam, .VI, 10,5 Strachan-
(3) Pro llarcello, 8 Davidson, p.355
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if ambitious autocrat for an utter rascal, so contemptible
that Cicero was almost témpted to wish for Caesar again.(;)
)"But are you, Marcus Antonius, in any respect to be compared
Wwith Caesar? He had capacity, sense, memory, learning, fore-
 sight reflection, and spirit. His warlike achievements,
though ruinous to his country, were-glorious to himself.
Through inexpressible toil, through numberless dangers, he
laid a scheme for a long possession of power. What he pro-
jected, he perfected. With presents, with shows, with lar-
gesses, with entertainments, he soothed the thoughtless vul-
gar; by his liverality he obliged his friends; énd by a sem-
’blance of clemency, his enemies. In short, partly by fear,
and partly by patience, he made the habit of slavery tolerable.
to a free state. The lust of power, I own,was indeed common
to you’both; though in no other respect can you admit of g
comparison-with him. Bub from all the miéfortunes inflicted
by him upon his country, this advantage acorued,rthat the
people of Rome‘ha&e learned how far any man is to be bhelieved;
“they have learned whom to trust and of whom to bewsre. But
thié gives you no concern; nor dovyou conceive what it is for
brave men to have ndéw learned how amiable in itself, how
agreeable in the consequences, and how gloriocus it is in
report, to kill a tyrant. If they could not hear with a Cae-
sar, will they endure Antonius? - Believe me, the world will

henceforward eagerly rush upon such an enterprise; nor will

(1) Ad Att. AIV, 13
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they ever walt long for an opportunity, Cast a considering
eye, Marcué Antonius, at last upon your country. Reflect
nét on those With‘whom you live,'bﬁt on those from whom you
“are descended. However you may stand with me, yet reconcile
youréelf to your country."(l)

This passage not only marks Cicero's final estimate of
CaeSar, but also is-a further instance of his life-long
policy of winning over to the side of the Republic all who
had risen to power, all who threatened to be =& mensce to the
‘state.bbSevehteen years it was since Cicero had written to
Atticus, ésking him if it was not a service +to the state to
win over to the constitution the man who was bééoming all-
powerful; and for seventeen years he had never hesitated,
never wavered in his devotion to this principle.' Whén»all
efforts to wih Antony Tailed, he turned. hisvattention to
Octavius and tried, by separating him from Antony, to win his
~allegiance, Once more Cicero toékﬁhe chief plaoejin the
state, a place he had not held since the éoalition, seventeen
Yeafs befofe; and this last year of his life is the most |
glorious, not surpassed even hy 62, ;

He threw himself heart and soul into the task of checking
and restraining Antony, heeding neither danger nor death;
"One thing I will here openly declare. In my youth I defen-
ded my country; in my old age'I‘will not abvandon her. The

gword of Catiline I despised, and never shall I dread yours.

(1) Phil. II, 45. "Orations," J. W. Norris, translated
by William Guthrie, p.301 :
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With pleasure should I expoéé my person, 1f by my bhlood the
liberties. of Rome éould be lmmediately recovered, and the
people of Kome delivered from that painful burden they hzve
}%een so long in lagbour of. For if almost twenty years ago,
in this very tempie, I declared thaf no death could be un-
timely to me, when consular; much more truly can I declare
_the same now, when I am an aged man. To me, consoripi fath-
ers, death is even desirable, now that I have performed all *
the duties which my stafion and character required. Two
things only I have now +t& wish for: +the first (ﬁhan which
the gods themselves can bestow nothing on me more grateful)
“is, that I may leaVe Rome the enjoyment of herwli%erty; the
other, that the reward of every man be proportionéd to what
he has desired of his eountry.”(l)

But faté decreed otherwise, and when on December 9, 43
B.C., Cicero met his death, calmly and bravely as hé had lived,
the Republic ended. It is fittiﬁg‘that with the deathfof the
last great Republican should térmtnate thekRepublié Tor which
he had given his'life, and for which, for nearly forty years,
he "had fought in the vanguard of all the political fighting,
a great figure, thundering denuncistions in the forum, plead-
ing with passion against injustice, firing a feeble Senate

to stand by the state, a devoted Kepublican, & Patriot of the

2)

N e

antique Roman stamp.”

(1) Phil. II,46. "Orations,” F. W. Norris, translsted
by William Guthrie, p.302
(2) "The Roman Way," Edith Hamilton, p.82
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iuch has been writteﬁ in praise of Cicero, butb if is all
too little for the monumental achievement of his own life.
As Livy said, "To sound his praises would require a Cicero for .
His eulogist.” It is perhaps best that we go to one of his
.own countrymen, Velleius Paterculus, fér one of the {inest
tributes ever paid: "You accomplished nothing, Mark Antony--
Tor the indignation that surges in my hreasdt eompels‘me to
exceed the bounds I have set for my narrative--you accompli-
shed nothing, I say, by offering a reward for the sealing of
those divine lips and the severing of that illustrious head,
and by encompassing with a death~fee the murder of so great
g consul gnd of fhe man whe once had saved the state. You
took from HAaTcus Cicero a few anxious days, a few senile
years, a life which would have been more wretohed under Jour
domination Lhan was hisg death in your triumvirate; but you d1d
not rob him of hig fame, the glory of his deeds and words, nay
you but enhznced them. He lives and will continue td live in
the memory of the ages, and so long as this universe shall
endure--this universe which, whether created by chance, or by
‘divine providence, or hy whatever cause, he, almost slone of
all the Romahs, saw with the eye,of,his mind, -grasped with
his intellect, illumined with his eloquence--so long shall it
be accompanied throughout the ages by the fame of Uicero.
ALl posterity will admire the SPeeéhes that he wrote against
you, while your deed to him will call forth their execrations,

and the race of man shall sooner pass from the world than
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: N " (1
the name of Cicero be iorgotten.h( )

(1) Velleius Paterculus (C. 19 B.C.-321 4.D.) "History
of Kome," Bk.II, 66, J. W. Shipley, p.1l93
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