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Abstract

Whites, commonly class the Nerthern Arapahoes as a
warlike tribe, but they cgll~themselves a peaceful peeple.
This study represents an attempt te discoever the part of
the Nerthefn Arapahoes in the relatiens petween @he United
States gnd the Indians“of the plaing from 1@51 te 1879, and
to determine whether they really were a peaceful group.,

This was a bellicese periled, including raids aleng the
Platte, the Pewder River Wars, the Sand Creek and Washita
massacres by whites, and the F@t?erm@n_gnd Custer massacres
by Indians. The Northern Agapabees asseciated with the mighty
Sioux, dreaded by the whites, and with the Cheyennes, called
the Fighting Cheyennes by Grinnell, whe knew them well.

Anthrqpelggiga} works C@ntr@butgd impertantly te an
undgrstapding of Ela@ns ?ndiqn cultgrq_and the secietgl_
structure and practices @f the Ar?pah@es;: Correspoandence
with the Indian Office and a fermer Commissioner ef Indian
Affaipg preduped ;mporpant referenpes_wn Igdian pelicy, used
to clarify the significance of material feund in CGevernment
reports, B

Informationbfrom.ggneral works was crosschecked wherever
possible, and each author's predilection considered, Historical
bulletins from Celerado and Wyoming, and ether periedicals gave

scraps of informatien which, unimpertant by themselves, some-

times helped in solving problems, Contemporary newspapers,
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especially the Cheyenne Leaderi alse contributg@ in this

respect, as well as shewing—fhe*attitgde of settlers toward
the Indians who barred them from the free exploitatien of
lands and resources.

An acquaintance with the Nerthern Arapahees, through
residence en their reservation, contributed toward an under-
standing of their character, learning of their traditions,
develeping an interest in their histery and culture.

Although the Ft, Laramie Treaty of 1851 was expected to
usher in fifty years of peace between the United States and
the Indians of the plains, three facters feredeemed the dream
te failure: the Indian pelicy of the ?nitedﬂS?ates with its
vacillatigns ?nd misundergtandings; puplic attitude toward the
Indians, colered by desire fer their lands, fear of the braves,
and a degmatic faith in their ewn destiny to pepulate and
civilize the plains; and lastly, the Indian's way of life,
which he was loath te abanden, as it satisfied his secial
and emetional needs,

Misunderstandings centributed te clashes between reds
gnd whites; pressure upon phe}r %andstpy geld seekers, stock-
men and farmers, and the destruction of their game by immigrants
made the Indigng apprehensiye;_fa;ayg of hupgry brayes on
settler's steck, and their reluctance to abandon thelr game
ef inter-tribal raiding for hoerses, scalps and prestige kept
the whites on edge.

Despite the fact that Federal troeps waged war against
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their Sisux and Cheyenne friends g few years after the Treaty
ef 1851, nearly fasurteen years elapsed befare an appreciable
nuriber af Nerthern Arapahoes engaged in hostilities, Zven then
a majerity ef the tribe abstained, Durlng the Powder River Wars,
1865 te 1868, mere participated, but never the entire tribe,
Only ence during the peried frem 1851 te 1879 is there any
likelihoed that all ef the Nerthern Arapshees feught against the
whites, This was in the Bgtes Rattle of IBT&; and even here pos=
itive evidence is lacking. During Custer's final days, when
hundreds ef Sieux and Cheyennes fellewed Crazy Herse and Site
ting Bull, the Nerthern Arapahees, almest te a man, refrained
frem hestiTities, This fact, with ethers eof a kindred nature,
finally breught recegnitien by the Gevernment ef the peaceful
dispesitien ef the Nerthern Araspahees,

On the basis ef the evidence examined the Nerthern Arapahaes

sheuld be classed ameng the mest peaceable of the plains tribes,



Dedicated te
Scalper and Weman - runs - eut,
Bi111 and Clesne Calling Thunder
of

Bthete, Wyeming,
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Chap. 1 A Picture ef Treubleus Times; a View ef Indian-White
Relatienships en the Great Plains ef the United States, 1851
te 1879

East of the Recky Meuntains the Great Plains ef Nerth
America run threugh the United States frem nerth te seuth,
spilling ever the Mexican berder at the seuthern end, =md
breadening inte the prairie previnces ef Canada in the nerth.
The pertien within the United States ferms a'vast area seme
1300 miles leng and up te 600 miles in width, Frem an
elevatien ef scarcely 2000 feet at the eastern fringe, they
rise gradually teward the west, blending with the feethllls
of the Reckles at altitudes ef 4000 te 6000 feet. They
embrace the greater part ef the states ef Nerth and Seuth
Daketa, Nebraska and Kansas, include pertiens ef Oklahema,
Texas, New Mexice, Celerade, Wyeming and Mentena, and are
heme te 7,000,000 peeple,

Except fer the hills, streams and canyens which
eccasienally break their surface, the tepegraphy is smeeth
and nearly treeless ever theusands ef square milles, and
meneteneus in its regularity. At sunrise and sunset shadews
stretch endlessly, it seems, acress the prairie, leng, dark,
ungainly appendages, disterted with every varlatien ef the
greund, Brilliant sunshine and blue skies characterize the
regien summer and winter, fer the air 1s dry, precipitatien
slight and the evaperatien rate high, Unbreken winds ef
high velecity whip seil and dry snew frem the esrth te preduce



dust sterms er greund blizzards, Lecal cleudbursts eccur
frem time te time, filling hellews which have been dry fer
years, er generating flash fleeds and wreaking havec, Rapid
changes ef temperature take place: with the appreach of a
celd frent the thermemeter may drep ho, 50 er 60 degrees in
a few heurs; cenversely, the warming Chinook wind may bring
a rise of eight degrees in ten minutes. Open winters are
commen, but when the blizzard strikes, lew temperatures,
stinging wind and dustlike, blinding snew blet eut the
landscape, tie up trgffic and destrey game, livesteck and
semetimes human life, Yet the tremendeus epenness, the
clear, unebstructed visien and the wide herizens exert a
hypnetic appeal upen the plains dweller,

In the days befere the first plew breke the prairie the
land was cevered with shert, native grasses ~- as parts ef it
sti1ll are -- hardy, dreught resistant, nutritieus, excellent
feed fer buffale er cattle, Sagebrush cevered unmeasured
acres; cactus and seapwesed (a diminutive yucca) appeared in
spets and patches; blue islands of larkspur beautified the
rangeland in early summer; wild sunflewers blossqmed later
in the seasen wherever they ceuld find a teeheld. Cetten-
weeds grew aleng the water ceurses, where sufficient meisture
ceuld be had; bex elders ylelded sap te the Indians in lieu ef
maple syrup; in canyens and en recky hillsides grew the
penderesa pine, which, ence reeted, withsteeod biting winds

and dreught; the juniper (er red cedar, as it is called) was



similarly feund; ledgepele pines, essential te the Indlans
fer travels and tipi peles made stands in the Black Hills
and ether uplands,

Teday the land supperts vast acreages ef wheat, cern,
alfalfa and diverse creps, Dams en the Misseurli, Platte and
ether rivers preduce pewer fer the regien and Ilrrigatien fer
favered sectiens, but dry farming is far mere extensive than
irrigated agriculture, Unbreken rangeland enceurages ranching,
and sub-marginal farmland has been reclaimed fer sheep and
cattle grazing, 01l wells and refineries have spreuted in
many sectiens; ceal, iren, cepper and ether minerals are
mined, The larger cities such as Denver and Omaha centribute
manufacturing, slaughtering, packing and shipping, te preduce
a diversified ecenemy,

Altheugh trappers and traders had leng since penetrated
the plains and Recky Meuntains, census recerds indicate ne
white pepulatien fer the regien in 1850, Mere than 50,000
Indians were estimated.l Immigrants te Oregen and Califernia,
unable te legp the plains, fellewed the leng, tedieus trails

acress them,

1 "Message ef the President eof the United States te the
Twe Houses ef Cengress," Thirty-secend Coengress Executive
Decument Ne, 2, Washingten, A, Beyd Hamllten, 1851, p. 289.

——

The figure was used by President Fillmere,

2 Charles A, and Mary R, Beard, The Rise ef American
Civilizatien, (Revised Editien), New Yerk, Macmillan Ce.,

3, V. 1, P, 612, In less than a menth in 1850 mere than
18,000 peeple cressed the Misseuri en their way te Califernia,
where the pepulatien had already reached 92,000, By 1860 1t
rese te 380,000,
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The plains themselves were Indian land; great herds ef
buffale still grazed thereen, theugh whites had reduced their
numbers appreciably -- and the Indlans resented this intrusien,
Bands ef antelepe feraged en the grass, while in the hills
beth deer and elk afferded a change ef dlet te the red men,
As yet no highway cressed the plains, but clese te the leng
tertueus streams, trails were wern by herse and bulleck
heefs, and ruts cut deep by the wheels ef many wagens., Theugh
plans fer a railread te the Pacific received serieus censid-
eratien in Wa;hington, nineteen years weuld pass befere it
became a fact, When the white men killed er dreve eff game
and their steck deveured the pasture near the tralls, the
patience ef the Ind;ans were thin, With a thereugh knew-
ledge ef the land, with the mebility needed te live frem it,
with a 1ife which taught them hew te strike and disappesr,
the meunted braves held the whip hand, It was a tribute te
their.magnanimity that many immigrants cressed the plains
alive, A

By 1879 the picture had altered, White men pessessed
the bulk of the land; unwanted cenfinement en cemparatively
small reservatiens was the let ef the Indlans; the buffale,
fer generatiens the daily bread of the aberigines, had
dwindled almest te the vanishing peint, and within a few
years weuld exist enly as a curlesity and teurist attractien,

Cattle and sheep by the hundreds ef theusands had replaced
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the Indigeneus bevines ef the plains;3 Oregen's fertile
lands and Callifernia's geld attrscted theusands ef immigrants
whe went 'reund Cape Hern, te the Isthmus of'Panama, or
acress the plains te reach their destinatien, The discevery
of geld in Celerade, Mentana and Wyeming, and the free land
of the Hemestead Act breught ether theusands te the plains;
and where geld seekers er ranchers meved in, almest invariably
the Indians were ferced te meve eut., The cress-ceuntry stage
line and the peny express, each serving an interim purpese,
came and went; the first railroad te the Pacific eperated in
1869; three mere were well under way by 1879; the telegraph
had preceded the rallread acress the centinent., Kansas,
Nebraska and Celerade had attained stateheed; Mentana, Nerth
and Seuth Daketa and Wyeming weuld fellew suit within a few
years. Seme twe millien whites made their hemes en the Great
Plains by 1879, vThe independence ef the bisen-hunting Indians
was gene ferever,

The transfermatien en the plains frem 1850 te 1879 did
net eccur witheut pain and turmeil, fer these were treubleus
times, &As the game en which they depended fer feed, clething
and shelter dwindled under the impact ef the whites, the

3 Edward Everett Dale, The Range Cattle Industry, Nerman,
Universitg of Oklahema Press, 1930, pPp. 100-102, Dale shews
that by 1885 members ef the Wyeming Steck Grewers Asseciatien
(founded twelve years earlier) ewned abeut 2,000,000 head ef

cattle in Wyeming, Celerade, Nebraska, Mentana and Daketa,

i Mentana and beth Daketas gained this status in 1889,
and Wyeming the fellewing year,



Indians suffered hunger and privatien, Dissensien brewed,
treuble arrived and there were few dull years, The
difficulties ef three decades will be briefly described,
as well as several impertant facters behind them,

The Treaty ef Fert Laramie, 1851, ushered in dreams
of fifty years ef peace; but misunderstanding breught
tragedy. The chance meeting ef a lame cew and a hungry
Sieux beget the Grattan Massacre ef 1851.;..5 A beastful
yeung efficer, bent needlessly upen punitive measures, had
failed te lesrn that cannen and tactless blunder weuld net
settle the Indian preblems, The next year General ngney
avenged his slaughter by chastising the Brulg Sieux, Fer
alleged depredatiens Colohel Sumner attacked and defeated

7
the Cheyennes in 1857, As the stream ef immigrants expanded,

5 Geerge Bird Grinnel, The Fighting Cheyennes, New Yerk,
Charles Scribner's Sens, 1915, p., 105. The cew had strayed
frem a Mermen immigrant train near Ft, Laramie in seutheastern
Wyeming., When it was discevered that a yeung Sieux had
butchered the animal, Grattan, fresh eut ef West Peint,
appreached the chief eof the Sieux band with guns and threats,
The result was that a matter which ceuld well have been
peaceably settled ended in the destructien ef Grattan and his
cemmand,

6 Annusl Repert ef the Cemmissiener ef Indian Affairs,
18%5, Washingten, Gevt, Printing Office, 1850, pp. 398-401.
his will hereafter be cited as Annual Repert, with the year
neted,

7 J. P. Dunn, Massacres eof the Meuntalns, New Yerk,
Archer Heuse, 1958, pp. 211 f.




the game supply diminished further, Indian alarm intensified,
and hungry red men helped themselves te mere eof the white
men's steck, Settlers' fear ef the natives' treachery
likewise increased, In 1861 the Civil War breught rumers

of an Indlan-Cenfederate States alliance, a fear accentuated
by the great eastern Sieux uprising eof 1862é when mere than
700 whites in Minneseta died within a week. By 186l speradic
depredatiens in Celerade intensified the settlers' fears, whe
gave credence te the repert ef an inter-tribal cealitien te
drive the whites eut ef the plains., In Celerade nearly every
ranch aleng the read frem Julesberg te Big Sandy, a "distance
of 370 miles" was shertly deserted.9 Celenel Chivingten's
massacre ef friendly Arapshees and Cheyennes et Sand (Creek,
Celerade seemed a natural result, but Indisn spprehensien ef
white treachery vastly increased, Vielence balleened, and
fearseme retaliatien fellewed, Cheyennes, Arapashees and
Sieux ralded aleng the Platte; the Overland Stage depet at

Julesberg, nertheast Celerade, twice was hit; terrer spread

8 o0Op. cit., Grinnell, pp. 128-129, On the western
plains even frlendly Indians were suspected ef treachery.
The eastern Sieux were related te, but net identical with
the Sieux eof the western plains,

9 Op, cit. Annual Repert 186l, p. 254, The quetatien
is frem tThe letter eof Geerge Otis, general superintendent ef
the Overland Mail Line, te William P, Dele, Cemmissiener ef
Indian Affairs,




10
threugheut the Platte valley. Since punishment must fellew,

General Cenner struck the red men in their hemeland and began

the First Pewder River War in 1865.111ndian resistance te the

building ef the Bezeman Traill threugh their hunting greunds

presaged the Secend Pewder River War, which seen ensued,

Peace came in 1868, fellewed by cemparative quiet, but miner

cenflict centinued in Wyeming's Swestwater mining district.
In the mid-seventies the Indian Buresau beasted that

results had "fully justified" its peace policy.lZHad the

ears eof the Ceommissiener ef Indian Affairs been better

attuned te the signsls ef the time, he might have realized

that hoef beats en the distant plains marked desertien eof

the agencies by hundreds ef Sieux and Cheyenne warriers,

gene te jein Chief Crazy Herse and the medicine man,

Sitting Bull, Slieux leaders eut te resist the white man's

encreachments, Shivers ef excitement ran threugh the

10. Op. cit., Grinnell, pp. 181-182,

11  Ibid.,, pp. 204-205, This was the Pewder River regilen
of nerthern Wyeming and seuthern Mentana, where game was far
mere plentiful than elsewhere; thus the tribes ef Nerthern
Cheyennes and Arapshees, and the bands ef Sieux with which
they shared the Platte Agency spent much time there.

12 Op. cit., Annusl Regort 1875, p. 531. The repert
indicated that trains ef e Unien Pacific Railread had been

running undisturbed, as Indian difficulties had waned,
Mereover, although hundreds ef miners and pilgrims (in
vielatien ef the Treaty ef 1868) had swarmed ever Sieux
ceuntry, including the Black Hills in their search fer geld,
ne fighting had resulted, "And with any kind and firm
treatment” bearing "a resemblance te justice, there will be
ne serieus cententien with this pewerful tribe hereafter,"
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settlements, Then in 1876 came the news which shecked the
natien, the wiping eut of Custer and his entire cermeand in
the Battle ef the Little Big Hern in Mentana.

Three facters ef great lmpertance in preducing this
unfertunate state ef affairs will be reviewed, First was
the Indian pelicy ef the Federal Gevernment. TUnder the War
Department frem 1832 te 1849 mismanagement and disceuraging
results had characterized the Bureau ef Indian Affairs.l3
Toe frequently military ferce had antagenized the Indians
rather than pacifying them; se in 1849, cenvinced that
civilians ceuld better cepe with the situatien, Cengress
transferred Indian Affairs te the recently-created Department
of the Interier, The belief and hepe was that an era ef great
premlise weuld be ushered in.luWith kindness substituted fer
ceercion, with benevelent and mlssienary secleties te assist,
the Indians might be guilded aleng the pathway te civilizatien.
The Indian Bureau in its new setting achieved its first majer
accemplishment with the signing ef the Ft, Laramie Treaty ef
1851, a seeming triumph and vindicatien ef the pelicy behind

its ewn transfer, At thils time it prepeunded a ceurse based

13 Tenth Annual Repert of the Beard ef Indisn Cemmissien-
ers, 1858, Washingten, Gevt, Printing Office, 1879, Pe 10.
me and again in Indiasn Bureau reperts Indlian sntagenism te
the military is peinted out., On varieus eccasiens they re-
quested civilian rather than military agents,

1, Op. cit,, "Message frem the President ef the United
States to %Ee Two Houses of Cengress", p. 3.
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upen the negetiatien of treatles with, and the payment ef
annuities te the Plains Indian tribes., During negetiatiens
interpreters weuld explain the treaty previsiens se misunder-
standing ceuld net creep in; the Indlans must beAconvinced
that the gevernment intended te be entirely fair, The
purpese was threefeld: te acquire a right ef way threugh the
Indian lands, te gain the geced will ef the aberigines, and

te render them sufficlently dependent upen the issue ef
annuities as te insure their subservience te the will ef

the gevernment,

With the passage ef a dezen years and several Indian
campaigns the selutien te the preblem ef the buffale-hunting
natives seemed ne cleser, By this time the accepted practice
was the use eof ferce te "induce‘their consent" te negetiate,
then te make treatlies with them.lSFollowing President Grant's
insuguratien in 1869, a fresh}attempt te win them ever by
peaceful means gained suppert, Nene the less, the Secretary
of the Intizior stressed the fact that ferce might be

necessary; end the Beard ef Indian Cemmissieners advecated

supperting the agents with military ferce when needed, thus

15 Op. cit, Annuasl Repert 186l, p. 10.

16 Repert ef the Secretary ef the Interier, Washingten,
Gevt, Printing offlice, 1873, P. 111. He indlcated that the
purpese ef the "se-called™ peace pelicy was te get the
Indians en reservatiens as rapidly es pesslible, Resistance
on their part weuld be ceuntered by the use ef"all needed
severity" te place them there,
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sparing them the igneminy ef "being the teys er teels ef
17

lawless savages", Believing that the Indians' resistance

te civilizing influences ceuld net be breken dewn as leng

as they had buffale te hunt, the Interier Department eppesed
cengressienal measures te prevent the "useless slaughter"

of these animals in United States! territory.lBOnly when

they had vanished frem the plains ceuld the red men be
cenfined te reservatiens, learn te cultivate thelr 1individual

19
land alletments, and live like white men,

17 Sixth Annual Repert of the Beard ef Indian Cermissien-

ers, 187%, Washingten, Gevt. Printing Office, 1815, P. O2.

en he tried te count their ledges in 187l, Agent Saville was
arrested by Sieux Indians new to the Red Cleud Agency, greups
which had net signed the Treaty of 1868. Seven hundred
"regular" agency Indisns came te his rescue - Sieux, Cheyennes
and Arapshees, Shertly thereafter five cempanies ef treeps
were statiened at Ft, Rebertsen (near Chadren, Nebraska) te
pretect the agency. Interestingly, when 26 treeps were sent
te suppress anether insurrectlien ef nen-treaty Sieux, the
"regular" Indians had te rescue net enly the agent, but the
treeps as well. (Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1875, p. 87.)

18 Congressienal Recerd, First Sessien, 187, Washing-
ten, Gevt, Printing Oiffice, Ié?S, p. 62. Representative
Jemes A, Garfield, whe beceme President ef the U, S. in 1881,
alse speke strengly against any centrel meéasure, The Repert
of the Secretary ef the Interier, Op, cit., p. vi, shews that
the Secretary, alse, favered the destructien ef the buffale
te hasten the Indisns! dependence "upen the preducts ef the
seil and their ewn labers",

19 Evidences of the extreme impertance placed upen the
gespel of individusl alletments -- completely fereign te the
culture ef the Plains Indians -- may be feund in Senate
Document Ne, 31%* Indian Affairs, Laws and Treatles, v, 2,
Washingten, Gevt. nting Tce, 190, It is stressed in
the Sieux Treaty ef 1868, pp. 998-1003, the Nerthern Arapahe
and Cheyenne Treaty ef 1868, pp. 1012-1015, the Seuthern

Cheyenne and Arapshe Treaty of 1867, pp. 95&-985, and in
varieus ether treaties,
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A menth after the Custer debacle ef 1876 military
supervisien returned temperarily te the f;ve agencies which
served the varieus bands ef western Sieux, Prepenents ef a
pelicy ef force demanded that Indian Affairs revert te the
War Department, Backed by this highly vecal greup whe
believed the Indians sheuld be seundly drubbed, a bill te
effect the transfer was passed by the Heuse eof Representatives,
but the Senate held it up, pending 1nvestigat10n,20With
scarcely an exceptien the Indians were "unqualifiedly"
oppesed te it,

Throughout these years Indian pelicy was censistent
in only one respect, This has been succinctly stated by
Jehn Cellier, Commissiener ef Indian Affairs frem 1933 te
1945, "Generally speaking," he sald, "the mere ebliteratien
of Indianheed was the histerical policy.22

Public attitude teward the Indians censtituted a secend
impertant facter centributing te the difficulties between
the red men and the white during these years ef treuble, the

predilectiens ef western settlers being especially significant,

20 Op. cit, Tenth Annusal Repert eof the Beard ef
Indian Cemmissleners, 18078, P. J. Ihe transfer was net
appreved by the Senate.

21 Ibid., p. 10,

22 'Letter frem fermer Indian Cemmissiener Jehn Cellier
sr., Jan, 6, 1962,



13

It is net strange that they lest little leve upen these
whose rights frequently nullified their efferts te obtain
the reseurces and lands which they ceveted, especially when
they felt that the Indlasns neither weuld ner ceuld put them
te preper use, In asdditlien, fear of the warriers ef the
plains existed as an ever=-present reality te werk upen their
emetiens, In the press ef the regien perieds eccurred when
weekly, gnd sometimes_daily reports ef Indian depredatiens
appeared.ZBThe fact that mest ef these were blased and ethers
false did net lessen their effect,

In various histeries ef the regien under study, as well

as in centemperary reperts and decuments, the feelings ef the

white settlers are reflected, Fellowing the Treaty of 1851,

Coutant claims‘in the Histery of Wyoming, the reductien of the
garrisen at Ft, Laramie resulted in Indian insolence.guThe
red-coemplexiened lerds of the sell, he asserts, were pleased
by nething except the rebbing ef trains and the killing and
scalping of white man.ZSBancreft centrasts the censuring ef

Celenel Chivingten fer his massacre ef Cheyennes and Arapahees

23 Mildred Nelsen, Index te the Cheyenne Leader,

1867-1890, (Micrefilm) A study ef the indéx indicates that
This was especially true frem 1867 te 1877,

2y €. S. Ceutant, The Histery ef Wyeming, Laramie,
Chaplin, Spafferd and Mafﬁison, IB%@, DP. 310,

25 Ibido, p. 319‘
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at Sand Creek, Celerade, with the reselutien ef thanks te him
which was passed by the Territerisl Legislature ef Colorado:26
His ewn feellng ef appreval is apparent, Even Hebard, whe

wrete at a later date, seems te have caught semething ef the
same spirit, altheugh she generally shews far greater

sympathy fer the Indians than de either ef the elder histerians,
In her backgreund ef the Sand Creek affair (186l), she

justifies Geverner Evans! assumptien that nene of the Indians
intended te be friendly, en the greunds that they falled te
respend te his call fer them te ceme in and cenfer with him.27
She says furthermere that when Black Kettle's Cheyenne's

finally reperted fer = conference, the geverner was fully

aware ef their 1nsincerity.28There is reasen te believe that
beth ef these statements fall shert ef fact, which will be

shewn in a later chapter, Captain H. G. Nickersen, a settler
and Indian fighter ef the Sweetwater and Wind River reglens of 2

Wyeming, referred te the Indians ef that area as inhuman filends.

26 Hubert H, Bancreft, The Werks ef Hubert H. Bancreft,
v, 25, Hister ’ 15,40-1888,
San Franclsce, ry ancreft
wastes little sympathy en mest of the Indians ef the regien,
and nene at all en the Arapahees,

27 Grace Raymend Hebard and E, A, Brininsteel, The
Bezeman Trail, Cleveland, the Arthur H, Clark Ce,, 1922 ve 1,
p. 127,

28 Lec., cit,

29 H, G, Nickersen, "Eaerly Histery ef Frement Ceunty,"

State ef W%oming‘Historical Dept, Quarterly Bulletin, v, 2,
July P » De Do
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Since he specified enly that the Indians in questlen were
hestile, he prebably meant the Sieux, Cheyennes and Arapshees,
as the enly ether Indlans present 1in the 18705 were the
Sheshenes, whe were net censidered hestile,

With the feunding ef Cheyenne, Wyeming, and the publicat-
ien of the Cheyenne Daily Lesader 1in 1867e similar reflectiens

of the public mind appeared in the press, Net the least eof
the targets was the (Indian) peace pelicy ef the United States
Gevernment, and the Quaker influence within the Bureau ef
Indian Affairs, Thus the spirit ef cenciliatien which graced
the Ft., Laramie Treaty of 1868 (ending the Pewder River War),
drew biting criticism, The editer ef the Leader predicted
that there ceuld be ne peace "until the reving destreyers are
whipped inte subjectlien,..end humbly beg fer life and mercy
en any terms which shall be dictated by the invincible
whites..,."BoAt a later date he ceined a gem eof satire in
ascribing the murder ef a Sweetwater settler te "Quaker
applesauce".31

The rights ef Indians had their champiens, but only =a

brave persen weuld speak in their defense, At the investi-

gatien ef the Sand Creek massacre ene such individual testifiled

30 The Cheyenne Lesder, April 3, 1868, (Micrefilm)

31 1Ibid., Sept. 18, 1872,
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that te "speak friendly ef an Indian" was "nearly as much as
a man's life is worth".32

The hestility teward Indians which typified the press
was duplicated by the geverner and legislature of Wyeming
Territery., In hils message te the Legislative Assembly in
Nevember, 1875, Geverner Thayer dwelt upen the injustice ef
expelling miners frem the Black Hills (in Daketa Territery),
whereas the Sieux, Cheyennes and Arapshees centinually
vielated the beundaries set fer them by the Treaty of 1868,
The Black Hills with their precieus metals, he saild, were
of ne use te the wild Indians whe prevented their develep-
ment, Since 1868 the "Indian marauders" had stelen mere
than $600,000 werth ef steck and slain seventy-three citizens
engaged in lawful pursuits, Yet he knew ef ne case in which
an Indian had lest his steck ner 1ife at the hands ef the
whites, with ene exceptlen, the killing ef feur (Arapahoes)’
by & sheriff's party which pursued them fer stealing herses,
If the geverner speke the truth he must have been unaware of
a number of such incidents, including the flagrant sheoting
of the Arapahe chief, Black Bear, and ten ether men, wemen

and children in his unarmed party ef feurteen whe, en their

32 Conditien ef the Indian Tribes, Repert ef the Jeint
Special Cemmittee under the Jeint Resolutien ef Mar, 3, 1865,
Washingten, Gevt. Printing Office, 1805, p. 3i.

33 Jeurnal ef the Legislative Assembly ef the Territer
of Wyeming 1875, Cheyenne, Daily Teader Office, 1870, PP 35-37.

3, Lec. cit,
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part, were engaged in lawful pursuits,

In cencluding his message, Geverner Thayer recemmended
that the Legislative Assembly embedy its views in a memerial
te Cengress., The Assembly cencurred; the memerial was drafted.
The excerpts belew will leave ne deubt ef their cenvictiens:

"Memerial and Jeint Reselutien ef the Legislative Assembly
of the Territery ef Wyeming, Feb, 23, 1876:

While all the pewer ef the Gevernment has been threatened,
and in g sense used, te prevent white men frem trespassing en
their lands, se uselessly held by them te the exclusien ef
these whe weuld mlne fer precious metals (which it is well
knewn exist there) these lawless pets have been allewed te
leave thelr reservatiens (se called)} whenever they would,
te prey upen and devastate the preperty, lives, and peaceful
occupatiens of these frentier settlers, with the virtuel
censent ef thelr guardians, the agents ef the Gevernment.

While the bleed-seeking brave (Ged save the werd!) and his
filthy squew have fed at the public expense in these hatch-
holes of fraud knewn as agencies, the widew and children ef
the white man slain by the treachereus Indisn have been
ebliged te depend en their ewn energies er the beunty ef
neighbers fer the necessaries ef life,

In behalf ef a leng-suffering peeple,..,we weuld ask
that the Indians shall be remeved frem us entirely, er else
made amenable te the cemmen law ef the land....

We ask that eur delegate ... may be listened te and
heeded with at least 28 much respect as seme Indian-leving
fanatic ef the East ...."36

35 Executive Decument ef the House of Representatives of
the Third Séssien ol the rerty-iirst Cengreéss, 180/0-18071,
Wash., Gevt, Printing Oifice, 1071, DP. OlL3. <his eccurred
near the present town ef Lander, Wyeming.

36 Miscellaneeus Decuments ef the House of Representatives,
Ferty-feurth Cengress, rirst Sessien, 1575, Wash,, Yevt,
Printing Office, 1870, PP. 2-3. The Indlans were regarded as
the Federal Gevernment's "lawless pets", whe were net held
acceuntable fer thelr actiens.
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A final facter centributing its full share te the
misunderstandings and vielence ef this peried was the Indian
way ef 1life, Unique and distinctive in many respects, 1t
was neither understeed ner appreciated by the whites.37Like
the buffale which they hunted, the plains Indians separated
inte cemparatively small bands in the winter, but with the
ceming ef spring they gathered intes larger greups, The
resultant reunien was a time ef visiting and happiness;
sedality er age=-greup ledge meetings were held, As the ledges
cut acress band lines, this was the natural time for them te
meet. The Sun Dance, which erdinarily was set up at this
time, cut across beth ledge and band lines,

The Sun Dance, which went by different names in different
tribes, likewise varied considerably in ritual, but it was a
significant religieus ceremonisl among all‘greups which
practised it. That eof the Western Sioux? Cheyennes and
Arapahees bere many peints of simllarity, Since this baper
largely cencerns the Nerthern Arapahees, a few points regaerding
their Offerings Ledge, as their Sun Dance is called, will be

glven, It was pledged -- er "set up" as they say -- by

37 Fey and McNickel, in reviewing U, S, Gevernment
Indian pelicy frem 1787 te 1959, state that nene ef it was
seen through Indian eyes until 1928, (Hareld E. Fey and
Dt'Arcy McNickle, Indians and Other Americans, New Yerk,
Harper and Bres,, 1959, p., 00.)
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ceremonial vew; each participant entered it likewise by vew,
It included three snd ene-half days with neither feed neor
water, usually beneath the het sun of late spring er summer,
The hepe of attaining individual pewer and prestige threugh
the Sun Dance was evident, but equally se was the want of
healing, physical er mental, fer self, famlly er friends,
Man's dependence fer existence en feed and water were accented
througheut the ceremeny, whille certaln features stressed the
idea of fertility in relatien te the sun, earth, meen and sex,
without which there would be neither feod fer man ner the
possibility of perpetuating life on earth,

The ledges had definite respensibilities in the hunt
and en the march, This was frequently a matter ef survival,
When many animals from a herd of buffalo were slaughtered
and butchered, it was the function of ene of the sedalilties
-~ one composed of men of mature age -- te'see that every
family received its fair share eof the meat, Semetimes the
impetueus youths of a yeunger ledge, hungering fer a chance
te gain prestige in a raid er battle, had te be held in check

fer the safety of all cencerned, Men of advanced age, always

38 In 1938 a 'teen-age Arapshe girl became quite ill,
Heping fer her recevery, her father and her brether vewed te
enter the Sun Dance, She died, but her death could net
release them frem their pledge. The Arapahees explain it by
saying, "You see, you have already made the vew ---," Tt
cannot be broken, (James C, Murphy, Personal Netes Taken
on the Wind River Reservation, Wyeming, 1033-1030,)
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few in number, men whe had been step by step threugh all the
sedallities, directed net only the ledge ceremenies, including
the Sun Dance, but many gther tribal activities as well; hence
seciety was hierarchical, The elder men and wemen were
generally held in high respect,

Despite a feeling eof streng tribsl kinship, the varieus
bands with their own chiefs er leaders eoften acted independ-
ently.BgThey fought with bands frem hestile tribes, jeined
friends er allies against their fees, raided fer herses, and
ranged far afield te visit friends and relatives, They were
generally free te make their ewn decisiens, Bands of Nerthern
Arapahees, a typical plains group, from time to time were
reported from dezens of points between the Republican River
in Kensas and the Mussellshell in Mentana, a distance ef
800 miles as the crew flies, much farther as they had te
travel, that is meunted en herses and semetimes dragging
traveis leaded with their ledges and househeld geeds,

Pursuing thelr migrant 1ife and living eff the chase, a few

39 1In 186l the Nerthern Arapahe chief, Friday, teok his
band of less than 200 te Ft,., Cellins, Celerade, determined te
remain at peace with the whites, Black Bear's band ef several
hundred jeined them fer a time, then left fer ether parts,

In the meanwhile Medicine Man's band -~ abeut half ef the
entire tribe -- remained hundreds eof miles te the nerth, in
the Pewder River ceuntry, where buffale were plentiful, This
will receive further treatment in Chapter §,.

0 Grinnell, ep., cit., p. 181, recerds 80 ledges ef
Northgrn Arapahees en the Republican in 186L-65, to visit
their southern kinsmen, Peter Kech reperted members ef the
same tribe en the Wussellshell te trade in 1869-70. See
Elers Kech (ed,), "The Diary of Peter Kech," The Frentier,
v. 9, Jan, 1929, p., 156,
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theusand Indians split inte tribes and sub-divided inte bands
thus eccupied unteld acres ef land; and upen this the whites
cast ceveteus eyes.

Fer the Indians eof the plains warfare had a different
cennetatien than fer the whites, True it is that Indians
slaughtered every man in Custer's cemmend in 1876, and that
under desperate cenditiens they had been knewn te "charge en
a whele cempany singly, determined te kill semeene befere
being killed themselves", TIn such casses the Indians were
battling white men under exceptional circumstances; they did
net typify strictly Indiasn warfare, Te the warrler eof the
plains taking a scalp was mere impertant and an act ef greater
bravery than the killing ef many enemies; successful stealth
and cunning breught greater prestige than risking ene's life
te strike a blew., The bravest act ef all, ranking far abeve
killing an enemy, was that ef ceunting ceup, that is teuching
er striking an enemy with a leng, peeled wand ef weed which
had a feather tied te the small end, This was the great prize.

The care with which the plains Indians pretected them-

selves while delivering & blew may well be imagined frem a

41 op. cit,, Cenditien ef the Indian Tribes, p. 92.
Frem a letter eof MaJer Antheny after the Sand Creek massacre,
when Seuthern Cheyenne and Arapahe men, wemen and children
were shet dewn witheut mercy.

2 Stenley Vestal, Sitting Bull, Nerman, Univ. ef
Oklahema Press, 1957 (new editien), pp. 9-10.




22

repert of an all-day battle between Sheshenes and Nerthern
Cheyennes (traditional enemies) in the Big Hern regien ef
Wyeming in 1877. The fermer lest ene man, twe wemen and
twe chilldren in what 1s described as ene ef the '"fiercest"

43

engagements which ever eccurred in the vicinity! Cheyenne
lesses were unknewn, but prebably cemparable,

Fighting between hereditary enemies semetimes breught
censternation_to white settlers in the plains and Recky
Meuntain West, In the early 18605, fer instance, Arapshees,
cemped in what is new dewntewn Denver (Celerade) in censider-
able numbers, went ever the meuntains te raid the Utes. When
they returned with the news that the latter were chasing
them, near pandemenium breke eut in the settlement., As late
as 187h the Indian agent at Denver cemplained ef repeated
ascts ef murder en their "plasins enemieg" by Utes whe came
east ef the meuntains en buffale hunts, He suggested that
a cempetent and trustwerthy party accempany them te see that
they hunt buffalo rather than Sieux, Arapahees, Cheyennes

and Klewas,

L3 Op. cit., Annual Repert 1877, pp. 605-606.

L op. cit., Grimmell, p. 119, ' .
415 Op. cit., Annual Repert 1874, p. 272.

46 Ibid., p. 273.
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On the Indian scale ef prestige the stealing ef herses
frem a legitimate enemy was eutranked by ceunting ceup alene,
Net enly was it censidered an "henerable pursuit", but eften
prefitable as well, Herses were lndispensable fer the hunt,
warpath, travel, and as gifts st weddings and ether secletal
gatherings, and ef ceurse fer trading purpeses, In 180l Lewis
and Clark had feund the Mandans ef Nerth Daketa bartering
herses te the Assiniboines fer axes, arms, ammunitien and
ether geeds ef Eurepean manufacture which the latter tribe
ebtained in Canada., In turn the Mandans traded these seuth
te Crews, Cheyennes, Arapahees and ethers fer herses and
leather tents, 8Indeed, it was threugh the cembinatien eof
trading and stealing that herses had gradually meved nerth-
ward threugh the tribes frem Mexice te Canada,

Since herses were the mest valuable beoty ef warfare,
it legically fellews that the plains tribes were unwilling
te ferege the pleasure ef retaining tradltlenal enemles fer
herse-raiding purpeses, Naturally eneugh, Indlan agents

often felt that thelr ewn wards were picked upen by ethers,

L7 Ibid., 1875, p. 753. The agent te the Sieux, Nerthern
Arepahees and Nerthern Cheyennes thus called it in 1875, adding
that it was asg difficult te cenvince the Indians that herse-
stealing was wreng as te persuade a herse-jeckey that it is
wrong te sell a neighber an unseund herse,

18 Reuben Geld Thwaites (ed.%, Original Jeurnals ef the
Lewis and Clark Expeditien, 180l.~1806, New Yerk, Dedd, Mead
and C.., 19014., Ve b, Pe. 900
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but a study ef the recerds indlcates that rarely indeed did
ene tribe preve less guilty than anether., In 1860 the Pawnee
agent cited eight unwarranted raids by Bruld Sieux, Arapahees
and Cheyennes in which his charges suffered a less ef thirteen
lives, thirty herses, and sixty ledges burned, c)Doubts of
Pawnee Innecence in this endless cycle arise when a later
repert (1862) indicates that a "recent™ raid by "Brula"

Sleux wss staged te recever herses which'the same Pawnees

had stelen frem them & few weeks earligr.SOSome eﬂlighten-
ment is feund in the statement ef A. G. Celley that the
pastime is "a part ef their lives, being taught it frem
infancy".51W1th the aid ef the military he had held in check
the Seuthern Cheyennes and Arapashees ef his agency, but when
Utes ran eff eighty Cheyenne herses within a mile ef the pest,
a ceunter rsld was shertly under way152During the same year
(1863) feur seldiers were woeunded and ene lest his 1ife while
pursuing Ute Indians whe refused te surrender herses "legit-

‘53

imately" stelen frem their Sieux enemies, Geverner Evans ef

49 Op. eit., Annual Repert 1860, p. 317.
50 Ibid., 1862, p. 97.

51 Ibid., 1863, p. 252.

52 Lec, cit.

53 Ibid., p. 241,
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Celerade Territery endeavered te end the leng-existent
hestilities between the Utes en ene hand and the Cheyennes
and Arapahees en the ether, but the latter tribes pretested
his efferts as "unwarrantable interference", The geverner
persisted until he had cenvinced himself that there weuld
be ne further treuble; but the ralds centinued fer a dezen
years er mere, 8s the Indians prelenged the enjeyment ef
thelr spert,

Frem the beginning Indian pelicy had been based upen
the premise that the red man must adapt himself te the white
men's superier way ef life, The whites were cencerned lest
the Indians sheuld net learn te live like them; but the
Indians were sometimes cencerned lest they sheuld, At the
conclusien of the Ft, Laramie Treaty ef 1851, a greup ef
men and wemen frem several ef the signatery tribes were
breught te Washingten, D. C. and ether eastern cities,
ostensibly te impress them with the power'cf the U, S. and
the vastly higher culture ef its citizens, Theugh assuredly
impressed, they lenged te return to their bread plains and
the freedems ef their ewn seciety., DBefere they left the East

ene cemmlitted suicide; ethers, it was said, were se depressed

sl Ibid,, p. 33. Evans was ex-efficie Superintendent
of Indian Affairs fer the area,
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that they might fellew suit sheuld they remain lenger in its
crewded cities, Desplite this sad beginning, the Indian Buresu
for mere than twenty years stuck te the theery that te see is
te be cenvinced, and centinued te bring parties ef plains
Indians te the East, Retaining thelir eptimism and enthusiasm,
advecates ef the pelicy were everjeyed when five delegatliens
numbering frem five te fifty made the trip in 1872, and the
Beard eof Indlan Cemmissieners lauded the beneficial results
in "all cases".5 Little deubt was felt that the "ease, cemfert
end luxury" ef the cities weuld create in the Indilans a
desire fer better things than coeuld be found in thelr wild,
roving life".57Yet nearly all the delegates grew se hemesick
for the plains that they wanted the trip te end as seen as
possible!58

Other Indlcatlens ef the Indians'! preference fer their
ewn way ef life appear in varleus reperts ef the peried, of
which several examples are glven belew, 1In 1856 agent Twiss
of the Nerth Platte Agency feund ne desire ameng the Sieux,

Arapahees, ner Cheyennes te adept the white man's life, net

55 Op, cit., "Message frem the President ef the United
States te the Twe Heuses eof Cengress," p, 335. Themas
Fitzpatrick, whe escerted the Indians en the trip, reperted
that it weuld net surprise him at all i1f ethers cemmitted
suicide,

56 TFeurth Annuasl Repert ef the Beard ef Indian Cemmissien-
ers, Washingten, Gevt, Printing Office, 1872, P. 5.

57 Ibid., p. 128,

58 1Ibid., p. 12k,
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even te planting cern, Seven years later, when Geverner
Evans eof Celorade Territery attempted a treaty with the same
three tribes, his emissary infermed them that he wished them
te settle en a reservatien and live like white»gen; but they
reterted that they were net yet reduced se lew, OWhen the
Arapahe, Friday, discevered threough unusual circumstances
that the milk ef human kindness existed even ameng whites,

he did net lese his lenging fer the plains ner the ways ef
his peeple., TLest frem his tribe in 1831 at the age ef nine,
he was feund by white traders, sent te St. Leuls, Misseuri,
and taught te speak fluent English, te read and write,

Theugh duly impressed by the censideratieg which he received,
he returned in a few years te his peeple, lAs a yeung man he
assumed the chieftainship‘of a small band ef Nerthern Arapshees,
and with them he remained,

An interesting speculatien regarding Friday's return te

his tribe appears in Breken Hand, by Hafen and Ghent, the

stery ef Themas Fitzpatrick, whe discevered and previded fer
the yeung bey. The lad, it is said, had fallen in leve with

59 Op. cit., Annuel Repert 1856, p. 647,

60 Lerey R, Hafen and Francis M. Yeung, Fert Laramie and
the Pageant ef the West 1834-1890, Glendale, the Arthur H.
Clark Ce. 1938, p. 31L.

61 Lerey R, and Ann W, Hafen, Rufus B, Sage., His letters
and Papers 1836-18li7, Glendale, the Arfhur H, Clark Ce.,

1956; Ve 2: Pp. 3 '303-
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a white girl, enly te be rejected because ef his race,

Theugh previeusly ready te remain with the whites and beceme
as ene ef tgem, the bitter disillusienment dreve him back te
his peeple, 31n the light ef further infermatien, this theery
seems te be the wishful thinking ef ene se sure ef the incem~
parable excellence ef hls ewn culture that he cannet recegnize
the validity ef anether chelce, Friday himself inv186u
explained his decisien in quite a different manner, On
friendly terms with the Overland Stage Line agents at Latham,
Celerade, he teld them much ef his early life, including the
years at St, Leuls, It was, he said, his leve fer the plainZ
and his tribe which had made him return te hls Arapahe life,
Whatever the remantic bent ef his stripling years may have been,
the adult Friday fellewed Arapahe custem in matrimeny as in
his daily 1living, Theugh other ferms ef pelygamy were knewn

te his peeple, the marrying ef sisters (sereral pelygyny) was

62 Lerey R, Hafen and W, J, Ghént, Breken Hand, Denver,
the 0ld West Publishing Ce., 1931, p. 271

63 Lec. cit,, Hafen and Ghent here quete the Manuscript
Jeurnal ef Talbet, & member ef Jehn C, Frement's secend
western expeditien,

6li TFrank A, Reet and William Elsey Connelly, The
Overland Stage te Califernia, Tepeka, Reet and Cennelly,

1901, p. 347.
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a preferred pattern, Friday married feur sisters,

With the Indlisn pelicy ef the Federal Gevernment based
mere upen geed intentiens than knewledge and appreciatien ef
Indian ways, with the settlers ef the West ceveting 2 nearly
empty land and 1ts unexpleited reseurces, with the reving
1life of the Indians cenflicting with the Interests ef the
settlers, treuble was inevitable, The red men were numbered
only in the tens ef thousands; the plains ceuld supply the
hemes and wants ef milliens, A deminant race feund the
buffale and the Indians in the way; they must thereferse
change the pattern eof their lives or perish, The former
were slaughtered te the peint ef near-extinctien; the latter
were deprived ef the lands ef thelr ancesters, and shunted

oente resservatiens,

65 0;. cit,, Murphy, Persenal Netes, Lewie says that
the sereral ferm of pelygyny was the mest cemmen ameng the
plains Indians because sisters were less apt te quarrel than
unrelated ce-~-wives, (Rebert H, Lewie, Indians ef the Plains,
New Yerk, McGraw-Hill Beek Ce,, Inc,, 1954, p, ©0,)
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Chap. 2 The Nerthern Arapshe Indians

Three plains greups, the Blackfeet, Cheyennes and
Arapahees, theugh living far frem the hemeland ef the bulk
of their linguistic relatives, speke Algenkian dislects,
A conjecture widely credited but lacking pesitive evidence
helds that the Arapahees -~ like their Cheyenne friends
and asseciates -- deserted sedentary, agricultural villages,
perhaps in Minneseta, te seek a fuller, richer life upen
the plains when the acquisition of herses made the change to
buffale hunting highly sttractive, Actually, nething 1s
known ef thelr place ef erigin, early hlstery er migrations.l
Certaln features ef the Arapashe language indicate a separatien
ef mere than a thousand years frem the weodland Algenquins ef
the Great Lakes area and the East.2 ‘ -

Altheugh Canadian reperts ef the Gres Ventres branch ef
Arapahees antedate the Lewis and Clark expeditlien te the
Pacific by mere than fifty years, these American explerers

first made known the existence eof the Arapahees preper, whem

they feund in the vicinity ef the Black Hills (Seuth Daketa)

1 A, L, Kreeber, "The Arapahe, Part 1", Bulletin of the
American Museum ef Natural Histery, 1902, v. XVIII, p. i o

2 A, L, Kreeber, "The Arapahe Dialects”, Univ, ef
Califernia Publications in American Archaeelegy and Ethnelegy,

1917, v. 12, p. 73.
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in 18014_.3 Because they lived upen the buffale they were knewn
as "Gens de vach" er "cew peeple". Alexander Henry, who met
them in the same lecality in 1806, referred te them as the
buffale Indians.5

Buffale Indians they were 1lndeed, fer, by drepping heated
stenes inte buffale rawhide fitted inte heles in the greund,
they beiled thelr buffale meat; dried, shredded buffale flesh
mixed with buffale fat became pemmican, which they packed inte

parfleches fer sterage and travel; frem benes ef the bovines

they fashlened awls, needles and ether teels; buffale sinews
centributed bewstrings and thread; buffale hides stretched
areound thin, pele frames fermed thelr tipis er ledges;

buffale rebes served as bedding; and when weed was net

handy, bgffalo chips -~ er dried dung -- kept their heme fires
burning., To reund eut the list -~ theugh far frem exhausting

3 Op. cit., Thwaites (ed,) Originsl Journals ef the Lewils
and Clark Expeditien, 180&-1806, P. 100, The Atsina, er Gres
Ventres ef the prairie, new in Mentana, are an Arapahe greup
speaking an Arapahe dialect, They still intervisit with the
Nerthern Arapshees,

i Loc, cit,

5 Eliet Ceues (ed.), New Light en the Esrly Histery ef
the Greater Nerthwest, New Yerk, r¥. P, Harper, 1097, v. 1,

De. 3813--

6 1Ibid., p. 370, Henry tells ef 300 buffale dung fires
smeking In every directien at an Indlan camp en the plains,
White settlers learned te use buffale chips fer similar purpeses.
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i1t -- the use of pulverized dung in lieu ef diapers sheuld be
included.7

As their material culture was based upon the bisen, the
hierarchical structure ef their seclety was adapted te a life
upoen the plains, The older men retained cemparatively tight,
but net tyrannical centrel, Since the prudence ef the yeung
men frequently fell shert ef their drive fer prestige, seme
such restraint was essentlal, te held them in check. A
sedality system which previded fer the secial needs ef the
Arapashees frem adelescence te eld age made pgssible the
effective exercise ef the necessary centrels, These age-
greup ledges were se erganized that as their years and
experience increased, the members advanced, semetimes as
an entire greup, tolthe privileges and respensibilities ef
a higher fellewship. As 1llness, accldent and the daily
hazards eof their migratory life gradually decreased their
numbers, they pregressed frem stage to stage with an ever-
lessening membership, Reverence fer age and its autherity
was inculcated, and the rash actiens'ef the immature and
the impatient frequently were curbed, Deference te the

elders became institutlenal; deep respect and affectien were

7 Sister M, Inez Hilger, "Arapahe Childlife and Its
Cultural Backgreund,” Bureau ef American Ethnelegy Bulletin
;EE, Washingten, Gevt, Printing Office, 1952, pp. -29,
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rendered te eld men and wemen, Their needs and their desires
received censiderate attentien.

Frem the feregeing infermatien it may be surmised that
sedalities, in Arapahe society as In that ef ether plains
tribes, held a central pesitien, Theugh actually nine in
number, enly seven were specified as ledges, fer the first
twe, respectively fer 'teen-age beys and men in their twenties,
lacked regalia and degrees, thus ceuld net attain this distinc-
tion, Since seven was one of the three sacred numbers in
Arapahe ceremenlal practice, tbe enumeratien of this many
loedges had ritual significanoe.8 .

Several sodalitles deserve particular netice., First ef
these are the Firemeths er Crazy Men, whe reversed their ways
and 1anguage during the ritualistic precesses and became
clewnish, They weuld attend a ceremenial feast, fer Instance,
only when requested net te ceme., Secend 1s the Dog Ledge,

compesed eof elder men with their wives, Its members held

8 The ether twe numbers are four and sixteen. Any alert
observer ef the Arapahe Sun Dance ceremenles and structure ef
the Sun Dance Ledge will netice numerous examples ef ceremenial
usage ef these numbers,

9 William C., Thunder, letter ef Dec. 23, 1938, Much ef
the infermatien on ledges cemes frem this seurce. The remainder
is taken frem A, L. Kreeber, whe gives a much mere cemplete
acceunt in "The Arapahe, Part 11", Bulletin ef the American
Museum ef Natural Histery, 1904, v. XVIIL.
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special wartime respensibilities, especially these whe were
recipients ef the higher degrees, They ceuld net leave their
battle statiens unless erdered te de se by a comrade, The
shaggy deg -- helder ef the highest degree of the ledge --
had te retain hils pesitien until driven away by a companion.lo
The third ef these, at the tep of the secial pyramid and
representing the eldest greup ef men, was the Water-dripping
Sweat Ledge, in which ne mere than the sacred number seven
ceuld held membership, Finally, the wemen participated in a
sodality eof their own, the Buffale Ledge, which apparently
lacked age requlirements,

Initiates of the various sedalities were spensered by
ceremonlal grandfathers (grandm@thers for the women), whem
they treated with'great deference, and frem whem they received
their instructien, This relatienship, enduring througheut
life, prohibited the grandsen and his wife frem engaging in
any activities, even secial games, which weuld bring them
into cenfllct with the spenser. In thelr turn, the grand-
fathers whe directed the initiates recelved instructiens
frem the eld men ef the Water-dripping Sweat Ledge, owners

of the seven sacred tribal bags er bundles, each representing

10 The Deg Dancers and the members ef the ether
sodalities also held special Sun Dance responsibilities,
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certain pewers, In all cases the Instructers received many
gifts, as well as repetitive expressions ef thanks frem those
whom they directed, 7 _

At what time in the past divisiens ameng the Arapahe
greups first appeared 1s a matter of cenjecture, but the
dialectical differences between the Arapahees preper and the
Gres Ventres indicate a separatlien of censiderable duration.ll
Of mere recent erigin was the splitting of the main bedy inte
noerthern and seuthern divisiens, Of the various theeries
effered to explain this geeographic cleavage, seme are ebvieusly
false, as written references te beth greups antedate the events
cited as the causes ef parting. One apecryphal tale which has
been given censiderable credence attributes the separatien te
111 feeling generated through the slaying ef a Nerthern Arapaho
chief by a member ef a Southern Arapahe band in the 1850s,

When in 1897 he teld te Hugh Scett a simpler and mere credible
explanatien, the Southern Arapahe, Left Hand, denied all
implicatiens ef uncengeniality as a centributing factor.12
There had been ne quarrel, he said, ner any unpleasantness

between fthe bands, but the Nerthern Araspahees merely preferred

to remain in the nerth, while the Seuthern Arapahees came te

11 A reunien ef the Gres Ventres and Nerthern Arapahees
eccurred frem 1818-1823, apparently the last ef mere than a
few menths duratien, Smallpex decimated their numbers at this
time, (See Hugh L, Scett, "The Early Histery and Names of the
Arapahe," American Anthrepelegist (m.s.) 1907, v. 9, p. 553.)

12 Ibid., p. 558.
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13
prefer the seuth, where herses were mere plentiful. Hew leng

a time elapsed frem the first seeking ef different pastures
until the separatien became cemplete cannet be surely said,
but the divisien seems te have develeped in the late eight-
eenth er early nineteenth century, certainly net later than
1816, accerding te Scott.lu

Altheugh the seuthern greup new shares a reservatien
in Oklahema with the Seuthern Cheyennes, their histeric
friends, and the nertherners live en the Wind Rilver
Reservatien in Wyeming with the Sheshenes, they still feel
themselvgs te cemprise ene peeple, and they spesk the same
language., Intervisitatien 1s cemmen, Occasienally a
Seutkern Arapahe meves permanently te Wyeming, er a2 Nerthern
Arapahe te Oklahems,

They mutually regard the Flat Pipe, leng in the keeping

of the Nerthern Arapahees, as their mest sacred tribal

13 Ibid., p. 560, Left Hand's explanatien 1s perfectly
legical, Histerically herses meved frem seuth te nerth, frem
Mexice threugh the U, S, te Canada, beth threugh trading aend
raiding,

1, Lec. cit, This versien ef the geegraphical cleavage
differs 1Ittle frem that ef ether careful investigaters, with
the exceptien ef W, P, Clark, whe ebvieusly misinterpreted
infermatien received frem Little Raven, anether Seuthern
Arapahe, He cencluded that the divisien eccurred in 1867,
when the Nerthern Arapahees refused te jein in a war en the
whites, (See W, P, Clark, Indian Sign Language, Philadelphias,
L. R. Hemmersly and Ce,, 1885, p. L[O.)
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pessessien. Theugh hidden by its wrapplings frem public view,
the pipe helds a»prominent place in the Nerthern Arapahe Sun
Dance ceremenies, Hung en its quadruped ef peles, sacrifices
or offerings are made te 1t by these whe have vewed te de se,
It 1s appreached with as great reverence as is the cress er
altar by a member eof any Christian sect, and the effering 1is
carefully laid ever it. "Dressing the plpe", the Arapahees
call it.l5

Twe names frequently used te distinguish the Nerthern
Arapahees frem the Oklashema greup are translated as Peeple
ef the Sagebrush, and Red Bark Peeple, the latter referring
te theirlgractice ef mixing red esier degweed bark with
tebacce., By themselves and their seuthern relatives they are
semetimes called the "mether tribe."l7

Fer generatiens the Arapshees and Cheyennes intermarried,
camped and hunted tegether, and jeintly raided and feught
with their cemmen enemies, Alexander Henry feund them sharing

18
a campgreund as early as 1806, Hew far in the past their

15 Op. cit, Murphy, Persenal Netes, Jehn S, Carter has
written a menegraph en the pipe, T"The Nerthern Arapahe Flat
Pipe and the Ceremeny ef Cevering the Pipe", Bureau ef American
Ethnelegy Bulletin 119, Washingten, Gevt, Printing GTTICe,
1938’ ppo 69-102.

16 TLec, cit, The Arapshees say that the translatien usually
given, "Red Willew Peeple," is a misinterpretatien,

17 Frederick Webb Hedge (ed.), Handbeek ef American Indians
Nerth ef Mexice, New Yerk, Pageant Beek Ce, Inc., 1959, p. 72,
[Bureau ofgﬁmerigan Ethnelegy, 1907.)

18 oOp. cit. Ceues, v, 1, p., 38lL.
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amicable relatienship began is preblematical, Eventually
they extended thelr slliance te include the Western Sieux;
and the three greups, particularly these in the nerth,
pressed raids -~ whether retaliatery or aggressive -- against
the Crews, Utes, Pawnees and Sheshenes, The ferays afferded
excellent opportunities fer the yeunger braves te slake their
thirst fer prestige.

Nemes eof varieus Nerthern Arapahe men and wemen ef a
later day commemoratgd the expleits ef their ancesters in
inter-tribal warfare, Thus Red Plume and In-Ameng-Them
(brethers) received their names frem a grandfather whe had
ence ceunted ceup en a Crew warrier whe were a red feather;
and at snether time he hgd dismeunted te fight the Crews
en feet -~ in ameng them.lgLikewise the name ef Weman-runs-
esut was bestewed upen her by a grandfather whe, alse In a
battle with the Crews, had pitied a weman whe ran eut ef a
tipl with a baby en her back.20

After the Treaty ef 1851 the Nerthern Arapahees and
Nerthern Cheyennes shared a cemmen agency with varieus bands

ef the Western Sieux, Despite efferts ef the Indian Office

te persusde the twe fermer tribes te jein their relatives in

19 Op. cit, Murphy, Persenal Netes,
20 Lec, cit,
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Indian Territery (new included in Oklehema), they stayed in
the nerth until United States seldiers reunded up hostile‘
Indians fellewing the Sitting Bull campaign, 1876 te 1877,
A meve te the seuth was ferced upen the Cheyennes, but part
ef them refused te remain there and breke away te the nerth,
where many met their death frem seldiers' bullets, The
Arapahees jeined the Sheshenes in Wyeming, and there they
may be feund teday,

Threugheut the perled ef turmeil surveyed in Chapter
1 (1851-1879) the clesest asseciates ef the Nerthern Arapahees
were deplcted as the fighting Cheyennes snd the warlike Sieux,
the latter cemposing the largest, mest pewerful plains tribe
(estimgted at 53,000 peeple), and the ene mest feared by the
whites.ZIThis fellewshlp, cembined with their reputatien ef
being mere reserved, treachereus and fierce than their
neighbers, weuld incline ene te expect the Arapashees te be
usually in the thick ef the fighting, in the fogal peint ef
trouble.nget this dees net seem te be the case,

The Nerthern Arapshees regarded themselves as peaceful
peeple, In 1875 Black Cesl, then their mest impertant chief,
expressed this tribal feeling befere an investigating

cemmissien at Red Cleud Agency (Nebraska), where the Nerthern

21 Op, cit, Annuasl Repert, 187k, p. L. This is an
Indian Office estimate,

22 Op. cit. Kreeber, "The Arapahe, Part 1", p, L.
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Cheyennes, several bands ef Sieux, and his ewn tribe were
served. "The Arapahees," he testifled, "are called the peace
tribe, I never begin war, When I make peace I always keep
it, That is the way with all the Arapahoes...."ZBWhether or
net Black Ceal's statement is whelly velid, it represents far
mere than s tribal platitude,

In the Fighting Cheyennes Grinnell bresks with pepular

Judgment to present (briefly) a pacific facet ef Arapahe
character, Theugh stubbern fighters in supperting their
friends and allies, he feund them milder and mere easy-

geing than the Cheyennes.quames Meoney, prebably the first
netewerthy anthrepelegist te galn the cenfidence ef the
Arapahees, believed them te be religieus, centemplative and
friendly, neither truculent ner pugnacieus, but mere tractable
and less mercenary than the general run ef prairie Indians.25
Despite these and ether evidences which will be presented,

the few histerians whe acknewledge any peaceful inclinatlen

ameng the Arapahees cilte enly Friday in thls respect, and

his efferts te Influence his peeple are generally regarded

23 Repert eof the Special Cermmissien te Investigate the
Affairs ef the Red Cleud Agency, July, 1875, tegether with the
Testimeny and Accempanying Decuments, Washingten, Gevt,
Printing Office, 1875, P. 3(f. MesSt histerians ef this peried
weuld challenge Black Ceal's claim,

2k 0p, cit, Grinnell, p. 3.

25 James Meeney, "The Ghest Dance Religlen and the Sieux
Outbreak ef 1890", Feurteenth Annual Repert ef the Bureau ef

Ethnelegy, 1892-93, Part 2, Washingten, Gevi. Printing Office,
1690, p. 957.
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as sbertive, There can be ne cententien ss te his bent fer
peace; his Impertance must be recognizeé, but there are
indicatiens that he‘did net stand alene. The case fer Friday
will be given first,

Theugh serely tried by the tactics ef the deminant race
determlned te eccupy his and ether Indlan lands, he remained
8 staunch eppenent ef ferce 1n dealing with them, There is
ne evidence that he ever teek up arms against the whites,
When fear ef a general Indian insurrectien rese teward a
crescende in 1863 and rumers magnified the apprehensien,
Friday, cesmped with his band at the Cache la Peudre in
Celerade, insisted that hevwguéd keep the peace, and refused
the effer of a Sleux warpipe.2 Even the terrers ef the Sand
Creek massacre ef Seuthern Cheyennes and Arapahees in 186l
failed te shake him frem this reselve, and he teek ne part in
the raids aleng the Platte which fellewed, altheugh ene band
of Nerthern Arapahees jeined the Sieux and Cheyennes in these,
Ner did he participate in the Pewder River fighting, 1865 te
1867, theugh Generesl Cenner's punitive expeditien (1865)
breught the latter inte cenflict with Black Bear's band,

when his seldiers attacle d them en the Tengue River, a

26 0p, cit, Annual Repert, 1863, p. 254,
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27
tributary ef the Yellewstene. It was net until 1868, when

pesce had ceme, that Friday's band finslly was evicted by
FPederal Gevernment authorities frem their encampment en the
far-away Cache 1la Pgudre. He then jeined his brethren in the
Pewder River regien,

After Friday, the influence ef Chief Medicine Man in
steering the Northern Arapahees aleng the path ef peace sheuld
be censidered, This chief, knewn te whites as Reman Nese,
has received little attentien frem histerlians., Ameng his ewn
peeple, hewever, he exercised great autherity frem the mid
18508 until his death during the winter ef 1871-1872, During
this peried he frequently acted as spekesman fer his tribe,
and en at least ene eccasien fer certaln bands ef Sleux and
Cheyennes as well, Like Friday,_herabstained>from.the Platte
River hestilities ef 1864-1865, keeping his band, mere than
half the entire tribe, in the Powder River ceuntry, hundreds
of miles frem the raids in questien, Alse as with Friday,
he refrained frem taking up arms against the whites fellewing
the thereughly unjustified Sand Creek massacre of Cheyennes
and Seuthern Arapahees in 186li. Indeed, Indian Office reperts

indicated that the eutrage "effectually prevented any mere

27 Black Bear's band was prebably the ene which had aided
the Sieux and Cheyennes in their raids aleng the Platte River,
The indicatiens will be shewn later,
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advances tewards peace by such eof these bands which were
well-dispesed" excepting the Arapahe chief "Reman Nese",
whe had sent werd that he was anxieus te live with his peeple
in the lecality ef the "Little Chug" river (the Chugwater,
abeut thirty-five miles nerth ef Cheyenne, Wyoming).zBIn
respense te Geverner Evans' effer ef the previeus summer te
pretect all friendly Indians, he had breught his large band
all the way frem Pewder River, where buffele hunting was still
geed, enly te be rebuffed en the flimsy greund that the Little
Chug was tee clese te the great reutes ef travel.nglthough
Medicine Man's part in the Pewder River Wars remains enig-
matic, after the peace ef 1868 he aveided cellisien with the
whites, en ene eccasien even meving his peeple te the Milk
River Agency in Mentana (which served the Gres Ventres
relatives and Crew enemies ef the Arapahees) rather than
risk an epen rupture which seemed imminent in Wyoming.BO
Finally, after Friday and Medicine Man, Black Ceal tee,

deserves mentien in this regard, theugh he has mere frequently

been classed as a raider than as a man ef peace, When he

28 Op, cit. Annual Repert, 1865, p. 25,

29 1Ibid., p. 177. Ft. Cellins, Celerade, ene ef the
main statiens te which Geverner Evans ef Celerade Territery
had requested friendly Indians te repert, was just as clese
te the main reutes ef travel,

30 The meve fellewed the murder ef Black Bear sasnd a
number ef ether Arapahees by an armed band ef whites, near
the present tewn ef Lander, Wyeming, in 1871,
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succeeded Medicine Man, fellewing the latter's demise, the
Arapahees returned ﬁo the Wind River regien ef Wyeming te
raid thelr eld enemies, the Sheshenes, whem they blamed fer
cellusien with the whites in the death ef Black Bear, Their
ferays were terminated by a clash with United States treeps,
the Bates Battle ef 187, after which Black Ceal feught ne
mere, Having made peace, he stuck te it, even in 1875, when
dreves ef Sieux and Cheyennes deserted thelr agencies te
fellew the war trail with Crazy Herse and Sitting Bull, thus
making a meckery ef the Indian Cemmissiener's beast that the
precess ef feeding the Sieux had "se far taken the fight eut
of them,.." that they weuld net "risk the less ef thelr ceffee,
sugar and beef™ in a campaign agginst the soldiers.31

Since Fridey as a bey in St., Leuis had knewn white men
under auspicieus circumstences, it might be argued that beth
Medicine Man and Black Ceal had ceme under his Influence and
reflected hls ewn attitude, It might be said, in shert, that
witheut him the ameliorating facter in Arapahe-white relatliens
might never have develeped., But when the avallable evidence
is censidered it appears that the amicable inclinatien ef his
peeple may have preceded Friday's influence, and that it did
net vanish with his death, Mereever, the tralt was shared by

Nerthern and Seuthern Arapshees, and was net entirely restricted

31 Op., cit. Annual Repert, 1875, p. 5.
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te their relatiens with the whites, Grinnell has peinted

eut that the Arapahees had, in past time, feught the Cemanches,
Kiewas and Apaches, net threugh any real antagenism te them,
but rather because they were the enemies ef theilr ewn best
friends, the Cheyennes, The Apaches must have been cegnizant
of this fact, fer in lBhO they appreached the Arapahees with
the request that they act as intermediaries in arranging s
peace cenference between the five warring tribes, the Cheyennes
and Arapahoes en ene hand, the Apaches,VComanches and Kiewas
en the other.32The Arapahees ebliged; full agreement was
reached, presents exchanged, and hestilities between them
permanently ceased,

Meving te a later day -- nearly ten years after Friday's
death in 1881 -- it sheuld be neted that a remarkable Arapahe
left his heme in Wyeming te carry te hls seuthern brethren and
oethers in Indian Territery, the Ghest Dance religien, which
had eriginated with Jack Wilsen, the Indian Messizh ef Masen
Valley, Nevada, Since it was definitely a religien ef peace
as he taught it, thls Arapahe missienary whe influenced many
tribes, might well have been called the Apestle ef Peace,
Paradexically, he shared with the great Sieux warrier ef the
1870s the name ef Sitting Bull, Fittingly, perhaps, after

32 0p. cit, Grinnell, pp. 63-66,

33 James Meeney (ep. cit.) gives the full stery in The
Feurteenth Annual Repert ef the Bureau ef Ethnelegy 1892-T8J3,
Part 2,
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the decline ef the Ghest Dance religilen, Sitting Bull --
Hanacha Thiak in Arapahe -- became a Mennenite cenvert, thus
affiliating himself with ene ef the histeric peace sects,
Finally, as neted abeve, it was net the Nerthern divisien
ef the Arapahees alene which streve frem time te time te
maintain peacefullrelations with the United States Gevernment.,
In 1870 and subsequent years, netatiens ef the desirable
attitude ef the Seuthern Arapshees appeared in the Annual

Report of the Cemmissiener of Indian Affairs, Declaratiens

of peaceful intent made at this time were thereafter henered
by the Seuthern Arapahees,

Similar cenmentaries en the cenciliatery spirit ef the
Nerthern Arapahees appeared in 1872.35Others fellewed in 1873;
and by 1875 it seemed enly the ceurse ef wisdem to‘p%an te
separate them frem the mere recalcitrant Cheyennes.3 Subse~-
quently, when Sieux and Cheyenne warriers left their agencies
te Jein the ferces ef Sitting Bull and Crazy Herse, 1t became
ebvieus te their agent at Red Cleud that the Arapahees, "...37

almest witheut exceptien, remained leyal te the gevernment,™

34 Op. cit. Murphy, Persenal Netes.

35 Op. cit., Annual Repert, 1872, p. 651,
36 Ibid., 1875, pp. 5hb6-552.
37 Ibid., 1877, p. 415,
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Fellewing the Custer debacle, the Interier Department
-~ leng under pressure frem settlers te epen up the nerthern
Indian lands -~ underteek active measures te transfer the
Nerthern Arapahees, Nerthern Cheyennes and seme of the Sieux
te Indian Terfitory, netwithstanding their eppesitien te the
change, The Cheyennes were cempelled te ge; but the purperted
warlike inclinatien ef the Sieux, and its fearful petentisl
teward settlers in the adjacent states and the "civilized
Indians" ef the area resulted in such a flurry ef pretest

3
that the plan te shift them was stymied, Congress passed

n

39

pertien' ef the Sieux natien te Indian Territery., Cenversely,

an act expressly ferbldding the President te meve "any

final recegnitien ef the Nerthern Arapshe efferts te keep the
peace led the United States Gevernment te grant their plea

te remain in the nerth, ratker than ceercing them inte the
dreaded transfer, OShortly thereafter the Indian Bureau
cempleted arrangements te meve them te their present lecstien
on the Wind River Reservatien in Wyeming, where the Sheshenes

already resided.

38 The Cengressienal Recerd, Washingten, Gevt, Printing
Offige, 1877, Ferty-feurth Cengress, Secend sessien, v, 5,
p. 1617,

39 Ibid., p. 1736.

LO oOp, cit. Annual Repert, 1877, p. 459, The Nerthern
Arapahees feared they weuld dle "in that miasmatic ceuntry".
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Chap, 3 The Treaty ef 1851 as the Hepeful Premise ef
a New Ers

In 1849, with Califernia's geld rush sparking a tremendeus
pepulatien beem, and the settlement ef Oregen under way,
President Fillmere prepesed a plan te bind tegether the widely
separated eastern and western frentlers ef the Unlted States
with & permanent highway te cut acress the vast and nearly
empty expanse of plains and meuntains which lay between.1
A railreasd, he said, weuld best satisfy the wants and needs
of the peeple, theugh he did net envisage its immediate
construction.2 Seme means must be devised te extinguish Indian
title te the needed strips ef land, fer difficulties already
had arisen between the theusands ef westbeund immigrents and
the "wild" tribes ef the plains, threugh whese habitat the
pre jected right ef way weuld have te pass.3

Since the wrath ef the Indlans hsd been areused by the
immigrant's destructien ef their game and ferage, the President
recemmended a gift ef $50,000 te assuage their feelings, In
exchange fer the right ef the Gevernment te maintain reads
and military pests in certain parts ef thelr territery,
annuities valued at $S0,000.should be distributed smeng them

fer a peried ef fifty years., Thus their geedwill weuld be

1 "Message frem the President ef the United States te
the Twe Heuses ef Cengress", Thirty-first Cengress Executive
Decument Ne, 5, Weshingten, printed fer the Heuse ef Represent-
atives, 1049, p. 13.

2 Ibid. p. 1ll.

3 Lec, cit,
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purchased, and fear ef the less ef treaty ratiens weuld

surely elicit their best cenduct tewsrd the whites, Sheuld
melestatien ef travelers and their steck net cease, the
pesitive Iindentificatien ef the guilty parties must be assured.
By laying the ceuntry eff inte geegraphical er rather "natienal
demains" the Gevernment ceuld readily identify the predaters,
er at least the tribe te which they belenged.

Cendemning the unsuccessful practice ef ceercien fermerly
pursued by the War Department,‘Fillmore stressed the necessity
of kindness in dealing with the aberigines, If the Gevernment
weuld undertake te feed and clethe them, they might be seme-
what gently led inte the pathways and arts ef civilizatien,
Once the dwindling herds ef buffale were gene frem the plains,
the Indisns must adapt er starve, and witheut aid theyéwould
be unable te establish themselves, "even as graziers", The
centemplated peried of fifty years (eof annuity i1ssues) prebably
weuld be sufficient te determine the feasibility ef civilizing
the native nemads,

Cengress respended with an apprepriatien ef $100,000 fer
a great cenference te be held at the cenfluence ef Herse Creek

and the Nerth Platte River, in extreme western Nebraska, a few

Op, cit. "Message frem the President ef the United
States te the Twe Heuses ef Cengress", 1851, p. 290.

5 The Cengressienal Glebe (Appendix), Washingten, Jehn
C. Rives, 1852,‘p. 10,

6 Op. cit, "Message frem the President ef the United
States te the Twe Heuses ef Cengress™, 1851, p. 290,
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miles seutheast ef Ft., Laramie, Wyoming.7 The amicable
assembling ef the Indians ~- Sleux, Cheyennes, Arapsahees,
Assinibeines, Gres Ventres, Arikeras and Crews -- ten
theusand ef them, was due largely te the dedicated werk ef
Themas Fitzpatrick, agent te the Sieux, Cheyennes and
Arapahoes.8 The Crews made an everland trek gf seme elght
hundred miles te take part in the cenference,

Theugh their habitat and territerial claims did net
cencern the immediate purpeses ef the ceuncil, the Sheshenes
came in te ebserve and learn, They had been invited se that
they might witness the United States Gevernmment's fairness
in dealing with the redmen, and its selicitude fer their
welfare, The Impressien thus created might preve salutary
in case negetiatiens sheuld be undertaken with them in the

future,

7 The agreement which emerged frem this cenference 1is
knewn as the Ft, Laramle Treaty ef 1851,

8 The figure ef ten theusand is the estimete ef Father
De Smet, an interested ebsérver at the meeting, See Hiram
M., Chittenden and Alfred T, Richardsen (ed.), Life, Letters
and Travels ef Plerre-Jean De Smet, S, J.,‘léOI4IB$3, New
Yerk, ¥, P, Harper, 1905 (c 1904), v. 2, Pe. OTlL.
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Except fer ene shert interval ef anxiety with the
arrival ef the Sheshenes -- traditienal enemies eof the Sieux,
Cheyennes and Arapahees -~ the tribes camped peaceably tegether
during the eighteen days ef the cenference, On greund which
had fermerly witnessed enmity, bleedshed and scalping ameng
them, the peace pipe passed freely frem hand te hand and
meuth te meuth, The cenduct ef the Indiasns earned the
"admiratien and surprise" ef all present.lOStruck with the
evidence of sincerety, trust and hepe shewn by the Indians,
D. D, Mitchell, ene ef the chief negetiaters, expressed the
belief that nething shert ef "bad management er seme unteward
misfertune™" ceuld ever break this spirit.ll

Father De Smet, whese years ef missienary experience with
Indians gave him a temperal as well as a spiritual interest in
them, was heartened by the ebvieus sincerity and benevelence
displayed by the deleggtes of the United Statqs Gevernment
threugheut the meeting.lzThey neglected nething which weuld

ferward the primary ebjectives ef the cenference: the cessien

by the Indians ef a practical right ef way acress the plains,

9 Op, cit, Hafen and Yeung, Ft., Laramie and the Pageant
of the West, pp. 180-181, A French Interpreter managed te pull
a Sieux frem his herse in time te prevent an act ef vengeance
against a Sheshene whe had (fermerly) killed his father,

10 Op. cit, "Message frem the President ef the United
States te the Twe Heuses ef Cengress", 1851, p. 288,

11 Ibid. p. 290.

12 'O%. cit, Chittenden and Richardsen, Father De Smet,
V-2,Ppo 7"70
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fer which they weuld receive equitable cempensatien; the
cessatien ef depredatiens and hestility teward the immi-
grants; Jjust remuneratien fer past injuries lncurred by the

red men at the hands ef the whites; and the establishment ef
permanent peace between the tribes ef the plains, Te minimize
the pessibility ef misunderstanding the terms ef the treaty,
these were read article by article, and painstakingly explained
te the interpreters befere thelr translastien inte the vasrieus
Indian languages,

Theugh far frem pleased at the prespect ef further myriads
ef immigrants passing Inte and threugh their lands, the tribes-
men signified reasonable satlsfactien with the treaty previsiens
and leeked hepefully ferward te better days, The respense ef
Cut Nese, Nerthern Arapahe, has been selected as typifying
feelings cemmenly expressed at the cenference, He sald in part:

"I will ge heme satisfied, I will sleep seund and net have
te watch my herses in the night, er be afrsild fer my squaws
and children. We have te live en these streams and in the
hills, and I weuld be glad if the whites weuld pick eut =
place fer themselves and net ceme inte eur greunds; but if
they must pass threugh eur ceuntry they sheuld give us game
fer what they drive off ,.,."13

A new day, it seemed, had dawned in Indian-white

relatiens, a day presaging an era ef tranquility and censid-

eratien, ©Peaceable cltlizens ceuld cress the plains unmelested,

13 Op., cit, Hafen and Yeung, p. 190, Reprinted by
permissien ef the publishers, The Arthur H, Clark Cempany,
frem Fert Laramie and the Pageant ef the West, 1834-1890 by
LeRey R. Halen and Francis Marien vyeung,
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and the Indians weuld have little te fear frem the machin-
atlens ef mischleveus whites, fer they weuld receive the
justice which was theilr due.1

Having implanted in the Indian mind the idea that
peaceful negetliatiens with the Federal Gevernment ceuld be
frultful, the treaty planners did net intend that it sheuld
wither and die, Further steps were needed te impress the
prairie dwellers with the pewer and numbers ef the whites, and
the great advantages ef their way ef 1life, Therefere, with
Father De Smet accempanying him as far as St, Leuis, Themas
Fitzpatrick escerted a delegation’of impertant members ef the
plains tribes te Washingten, D, C, Of these, thres were
Arapahees, Tempest representing the seuthern bands, and Eagle
Head and Friday frem the nerthern greups,

Pleased with the eppertunity te intreduce the Indians te
the rewards of agricultural laber, Father De Smet led the greup
te St, Mary's Reman Cathelic Missien te the Pettawattemis in
Kansas, where the bisen hunters were deeply impressed by the
great quantities ef tasty vegetables and fruits, Eagle Head
was meved te ask that "Blackgewns" be sent te his ewn peeple,

se they, tee, might cultivate the land, and ne lenger feel

1y Op. cit, Chittenden and Richardsen, Father De Smet,
Ve 2, P EEE. ’
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15
the pangs ef unsated hunger, But little did he realize that

thirty years must pass befere the blackgewns weuld ceme te the
Nerthern Arapahees, ’

Frem Kansas City te St, Leuls the party traveled by river-
beat en the muddy Misseuri, Highly excited by the strange
experience, many ef the delegates expressed their wender at
the stgamboat, and the numereus villages aleng the river's
bank.l _

In Washingten, D. C,, still under the guidance ef Fitz-
patrick, the reund ef tours end receptliens made 1t unlikely
that the Indians weuld ever ferget the seat ef the natien's
Gevernment. The mest netable eccasien may have been their
visit te President Fillmere in the White Heuse, in early
January, 1852, Here they were presented with flags and silver
medals.l7Twe days later, the Hungarian revelutienist, Leuis
Kessuth, alse henered them with a receptlen; and here tog,
each member ef the delegatien received a special medal.1

With each step se carefully planned and executed, the
theught that the Ft. Laramie Treaty sheuld fail te selve,

15 Ibid., p. 690.

16 Op. cit. Hegen and Ghent, Breken Hend, p. 247.
17 Ibid., pp. 249-250.
18 Lec, cit,
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er at least te greatly alleviate the preblems between the
Indians ef the plains and‘the white intruders upen their
lands seemed prepestereus, Cenceived in godd will and
sincerity, designed and negetiated with eptimistic selicitude,
received by the red men with faith and hepe, it appeared
unlikely that any unteward sequence ef events sheuld arise

te prevent the attalnment ef its intentiens., The hopeful

premise eof a new era seemed, indeed, te be at hand,
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Chap. l4 Disillusienment and Distrust Appear, 1851-1861

In spite of the fine spirit and high hepes of the Ft,
Laramie Cenference ef 1851, it was seen apparent that the
Treaty weuld net selve the Indian preblem en the plains.1
Disillusienment, disappeintment and distrust made their
appearance. The beauties and cenvenience of Washingten,

D. C, failed te create ameng the Indians the anticipated
desire te adept the white man's way ef life, Amazement, if
it appeared, was seen replaced by hemesickness and a lenging
fer their peeple, their ledges, and the unblemished sunshine
of the plains, One member ef the delegatien, it will be
recalled, cemmitted suicide.2 '

In Washingten, tee, ratificatien ef the Treaty ef 1851
was leng delayed, The United States Senate ebjected te the
clause previding fer the 1ssuance ef annuities ever a fifty-
year peried, $50,000 werth of geeds te be distributed annually
te Sieux, Arapahees and Cheyennes fer that length ef time,
Using its censtitutienal preregative te medify the agreement,
it reduced the peried te ten years, with the previse that the
President, if he deemed it advisable, ceuld extend it te

fifteen years, (This eventually was dene,) The treaty, ef

1 It will be recalled that D, D, Mitchell, ene ef the
negetiaters ef the treaty, had said that nething but bad
management er perverse misfertune ceuld ever mar the spirit
of the Ft, Laramie Cenference, (See Chapter 3, p. 51.)

2 See Chapter 1, p. 26.
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ceurse, was thereby Invalidated until it ceuld be returned
te the scattered Indians in amended ferm fer their final
appreval, Te accemplish this, great ebstacles had te be
everceme; mest autherities state that it never was referred
to the Indians in 1ts amended ferm, but this is an unfeunded
assumptien.3 Again respensibility fell upen Themas Fitz-
patrick, whe, as his last efficial accemplishment befere his
death, returned the amended instrument te the Sieux, Cheyennes
and Arapahees, In Nevember 1853, mere than twe years after
the Initial agreement, he repprted qualified success in gain-
ing their censent, Of these whe had appreved the treaty in
1851, he wrete, seme signed‘the amended decument, ene er twe
were absent and ethers dead, There 1s ne mentien ef the
Indians' feelings abeut the treaty made in the name of the
United States Gevernment which had te bevmodified twe years
after they had accepted it in geed faith,

In the cemmunicatien neted abeve Fitzpatrick expressed
his dismay at finding Arapahees, Cheyennes and many ef the

Sieux in a "starving state"™, With the bisen in scant supply

3 ILillian B, Shilelds, first te break with the traditienal
attitude, shews that the treaty was returned te the Cheyennes
and Arapahees, (See Lillian B, Shields, "Relatiens with the
CheKénnes and Arapahees te 1861", The Celerade Magazine, 1927,

ve. L, p. 149.) ' , ‘
L Op. cit. Annusl Repert, 1853, p. 366,

5 Ibid., p. 368, Fitzpatrick's italics,
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their wemen were pinched with want and the children crying
out with hunger., In 185l Fitzpatrick's successer at the
Nerth Platte Agency cited similar cenditiens, warned that

the Indians must change their ways er perish, and advised a
policy of ferce te bring it abeut., Even theugh starving,
they would net veluntarily abanden their mede of 1life;
therefere he advecateg a thereugh drubbing fer every band
frem Texas te Oregen, Only after that ceuld they be expected
te give up the chase and use the plew,

The new agent's vindictiveness may be better appreciated
in the light of the tragic events preceding his remarks,
Abeut mid-August 185l, Lieutenant Grattan, a yeung army
efficer tetally lacking in diplemacy, meved seldiers and
cannen in upen a Sieux encampment te take by force a brave
whe had captured and butchered a lame cew, astray frem an
immigrant train, When he calleusly epened fire upen their
village, the frightened Sleux annihilated his entire cemmand.7
Shertly thereafter the new agent met with Nerthern Arapahees
and Cheyennes whe had arrived at the agency fer their
annuities, The spekesman fer a Cheyenne band, who had
witnessed the Grattan massacre, demanded that immigrant

travel en the Platte read sheuld cease, and that fer the

6 1Ibid, 185k, p. 303,

7 Ibid., pe. 301, This eccurred near Ft, Laramie, Wyeming,
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ensuing year the Cheyennes sheuld receive $/,000 in meney,
the balance of theilr annuitles in ggns and ammunitien, and
ene-thousand white wemen fer wives, Net satisfied with the
impressioen they had made upen the agent, the band returned
after dark! galleped clese to the agency cerral, and fired
three guns, It is net surprising that the terrified agent,
citing the Cheyennes as the "sauciest" Indians he had ever
seen, falled te appreclate their grim sense ef the ridiculeus,
The Sieux, whe in the Grattan affalr had warred upen
United States treeps, had te be punished, Witheut regard te
the legic of their actlens, ner the fact that but ene bend
of this mighty tribebwas implicated, to the astenishment ef
several eof the bands hestilities were declared against their
entire natien.loGeneral Harney decisively defeated the Brulé/
Sieux in the Bluewater Battle of 1855, bringing the war te
a8 clese. In this final fight the casualtles ameng Indian
wemen and children ran high, a featurebwhich too eften
accempanied Indian warfare in the West.llThe impertance ef

whipping the Indians seems frequently te have eutranked

other censideratiens in military minds,

8 1bid.,, p. 302,
9 Lec cit, 7 |
10 Ibid., 1856, p. 619,

11 Seme ef the mere neterieus battles in which many
Indian wemen and children were killed were the Sand Creek,
Celerade, massacre ef Seuthern Cheyennes and Arspahees in
186l, Custer's attack upen the same greups en the Washita,
Oklahema, in 1868, and the Weunded Knee, Seuth Daketsa,
battle with the Sieux in 1890,
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Although the Cheyennes had previeusly been invelved in
hestilities with Indian enemles, ne serieus charges of ralds
er depredatiens en the whites were breught against them until
1856, In that year they had a brush with United States treeps
near Casper, Wyeming, after a dispute ever stelen horses.l2
One brave was killed, a secend arrested, and the band, deubt-
less aware ef the Sieux debacle ef the previeus year, fled
south te jein their brethren en the Arkansas.lBMenthS later,
when a greup ef Cheyennes prepared te raid the Pawnees, shets
were exchanged between a frightened mall driver and two yeung
warriers whe had approached him te beg tebacce, the driver
receiving an arrew wound.l Tee late the Cheyenne leader
intervened, fer altheugh he saved the whites, Government ,
treops attacked his band next morning.lsﬁetaliatiens fellewed,
Hestilities continued inte the summer ef 1857, when Celensl
Sumner dismayed the gheyennes with a saber charge, and ended
the war against them, Ne further hestilities eccurred upen

the plains until 1860, when with Kiewas and Cemanches in
disturbance in the seuth, military expeditiens teek the field

12 0Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1856, p. 638,

13 Op, cit, Grinnell, pp. 111-112. Three herses were
recevered, but ene Cheyenns stubbernly refused te yield the
fourth stelen animal,

1 Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1856, p. 650,

15 Lec, cit.

16 Op, cit, Grinnell, pp. 119-125,
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against them,

Perhaps ne single factor caused greater dislecatien ef
the Ft, Laramie Treaty than the discevery of geld in Celerade
in 1858, The invasion ef 150,000 geld seekers inte the
territery melested the game and alarmed the Indians.17The
return te the East ef mere than half ef them threugh Cheyenne
and Arapahe hunting greunds, with its unteld damage te theilr
foed supply, increased the Indianst' alarm, Denver, Colerade,
and ether townsites were selected and censtruction begun by
prespecters en lands guaranteed to the Cheyennes and Arapahees
by the Treaty of 1851.180rganized bands eof herse thieves,
preying indiscriminately en geld hunters and aberigines caused
further tensions.l9

In Pebruary 1859, Agent Twiss of the Nerth Platte Agency,
expressed his cencern te J, W, Denver, Cemmissiener ef Indian
Affairs, regarding the disruptien in the gold lands, and
prepesed that the Cheyennes and Arapshees cede them te the

20
United States in exchange fer annuities te be agreed upen,

17 Ibid., p. 125,

18 LeRey R, Hafen and Ann W, Hafen (ed.), Relatiens with
the Indians ef the Plains, 1857-1861, Glendale, the Arthur H,
Clark Ce., 1959, p. 173.

19 Op,., cit., Annual Repert, 1860, pp. 239 and 317, The
thieves infested the c¢euntry between the Misseurl River and
Pike's Peak, Celerade,

20 Op, cit, Hafen and Hafen, Rplatiens with the Indians
of the Plains, 1857-1861, p. 175,
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Seven menths later he met with Nerthern Arapahees and
Cheyennes and some of the Sieux bands, and drafted a treaty,
arranging for the cessien of large blecks of Indian lands ~-
including the geold fields -~ and their acceptance of annuitiles
and reservatiens, the latter eontaining geed agricultural
1ands.210hief Medicine Man eof the Nerthern Arapahees, as
spekesman fer all three greups, requested Gevernment aid in
learning te farm the lands asssigned fer that purpese. The
Arapahe reservatien, specifically chesen fer them, was to run
aleng the Cache la Peudre in Celerade, frem the meuntains te
its junctien with the Seuth Platte, an area which teday includes
some of the richest agricultural land in eastern Celerads --

a fertile, irrigated district -- embracing the city ef Greeley
and the State College eof Educati@n.22 ‘

Agent Twiss! efferts went fer naught; the ﬁreaty failed
te recelve Senate endersement, But the gold lands were not
forgetten, Less concerned than Twiss for the welfa:e of his
wards, the new Coemmissioner of Indian Affairs, A, B, Green-

wood, journeyed to Ft, Wise on the Upper Arkansas in Colorado.

There he met with Southern Arapahees and Cheyennes, with the

21 TIbid., pp. 179-182,

22 Hazel E, Jehnsen, Letter of Jan, 8, 1962, Miss
Jehnsen, regienal Vice President eof the State Histerical
Seciety ef Colerade, calls these lands "the cream eof the
crep”., Over a peried ef some years the Nerthern Arapahoes
tried te ebtain a reservatien there,
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expressed aim of persuading them te part with the unneeded
areas of their reservation so they could‘settle down and
farm, for the game was rapidly dwindling.aBHe succeeded in
separating the Indians by a supposedly safe distance frem the
geld flelds, the reute of the Overland Stage Line, the pre-
posed right ef way for the first transcontinental railr&ad,
and the mere proemising agricultural lands ef the territery.
Witheut the aid of an interpreter to clarify the terms of

the treaty te the Indians, with ne evident effert te determine
their desires ner previde fer their welfare, the Commissiener
assumed that they were willing te part with thelr lands,
Altheugh he expected all members of beth tribes te be bound
by the treaty, the assent ef the absentees (all ef the
Nerthern bands and a few of the Seuthern) was censidered to
be of ne importance.zuThus he pushed through one of the
greatest territorial grabs of his day, the Ft, Wise Treaty

of 1861, Thereby Cheyennes and Arapahees lost great tracts
of the finest lend in the area for the dubious privilege of
gaining annuitles and retaining an arid rangeland in south-

25
eastern Colerade, When they feund themselves barred froem the

23 Op, cit, Annual Repert, 1860, pp. L52-L5l.

2y Lec, cit, Many of the absentees refused te be
bound by the treaty.

25 Ibid,, 1868, p. 33,
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free use of thelr birthright'lznds, they vehemently protested
the Ft. Wise swindle of 1861.2

Threughout the difficult ten-year period follewing the
Treaty ef Ft., Laramie, the Northern Arapahees remained at
peace with the United States, although they pillaged live-
steck when driven by the fear of famine, Neither the pangs
ef hunger ner the appeals ef their friends succeeded in
embreliling them with the Federal troops,

It will be recalled that Themas Fitzpatrick in 1853 and
his successer at the Nerth Platte Agency in 185l reported
distress frem hunger ameng the Indians they served, Likewise
Agent Twiss feund them suffering and starving in 1855.27Yet
the Arapahees remained apart frem the Sieux treubles of 185&,
and the war which fellewed, Later, when the Cheyennes were
invelved in hostilities (1856-1857), the Northern Arapshees
disregarded the pleas of these long-time friends and allies,
and gave them no assistance in the fighting.

By the middle of the decade ilmmigrant Inreads en the
buffale precipitated a crisis ameng the Arapahees, Hardest
hit were the eld and the very young, whe, weakened by the lack
of foed and pretectien frem the weather, dled in censiderable
numbers.ZSWith smallpex adding te their troubles, they helped

themselves te the easiest game at hand, the cattle and sheep

26 1bid., 1863, p. 130.
27 TIbid., 1855, p. 398,
28 1Ibid., p. LO3.
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of immigrant whites. Their agent had ne difficulty in
oebtaining their consent to withheld their annuity payments
until the owners eof the livesteck should be fully reimbursed,
altheugh it might take several years te deo se.ggIn 1858 and
1859 they were commended fer their efferts te ebserve all
Ft, Laramle Treaty stipulations with ether Indian tribes as
well as with the whites, although the frictiens arising frem
the eccupatien ef the gold fields in Celerade made the I tter
especlally difficult.3o

In welcome contrast to the frustratien, fear and fighting
in this peried eof Indian histery are reports of friendly visits
of Nerthern Arapshees left by W. F., Raynelds and V., F, Hayden,
respectively commander and naturelist of the U. S. Government
Expedition to explere the Yellowstone River, A small group
of Arspshees called upen the former in his camp near the
present tewn of Glende, Wygming, in 1859, breught him werd
of mail awaiting him at Ft. Laramle, exchanged fresh meat
fer bacen, and ebvieusly enjeyed the fellowship.BlHayden

recerded s number eof visits by Nerthern Arapahees similar

in their spirit eof friendllness,

29 7Tbid., p. 401,

30 Op., cit, Hafen and Hafen, Relatiens with the Indians

of the Plains 7-1861, ppr. 170 and 104-185, In his repert
of 1858 (D. I%Gi the agent admitted difficulty in helding his
wards in check when enemy tribes raided them fer horses,
Actually, as shewn in the first chapter ef this paper (pp. 19~

21), none of the tribes invelved cared te abanden the practice.

31 W, F, Raynelds, Repert of the Expleratien of the
Yellowstene River, Washingten, Govermnment pPrinting Office, 1868,

p. 6l.
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Beth Raynelds and Hayden were highly impressed by Chief
Friday, the latter describing him as the man ef greatest in-
fluence ameng his peeple at this time.32Since Friday alene,
ef all the tribe, had fluent cemmand ef the English language
and frequently interpreted fer his fellews, 1t is net
surprising that white men have reached this cenclusien, but
the mrependerance of evidence indicates that Chief Medicine
Man prebably was held in highest regard by the Nerthern
Arapahe peeple, He, it will be recalled, was designated
spekesman net enly fer the Arapahees but fer the Cheyennes
and Sioux as well at the treaty cenference of 1859 (which
failed te gain Sena&te appreval), a respensibility which weuld
nermally be assumed enly by the most influential member of a
tribe., Mereover, his fellewers censtituted the largest band
within the Nerthern Arapahe greup, cemprising half the tribe
at least, and mere than deuble the number ef Friday's fellew-
ers at their maximum,

Judging by the actiens ef Medicine Man and Friday during
the ensuing years, it seems_prebable that beth ef them, thr@ugh
the peried ef disillusienment and distrust fellewing the Ft,
Laramie Treaty of 1851, were instrumental in keeping the Nerth-
ern Arapahees at peace with the United States, an achievement
of ne mean distinctien, Witheut mere definite decumentation,

hewever, this must remasin an unverified cenjecture.

32 Op. cit, Hafen and Ghent, Breken Hand, p. 275.
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Chap., 5 The Civil War Peried, 1861-1865, Cenflict
Erupts on a Broad Scale,

During the Civil War peried, 1861-1865, Indian relatiens
deterierated until they reached‘an.unprecedentedly lew peint
during the latter year, Cheyennes and Arapahees rankled with
the realizatien that the United States Gevernment, under the
Ft, Wise Treaty eof 1861, had alienated thelr inestimably
valuable lands in Celerade (Chapter l, pp. 50-51), Geld
seekers and land-hungry immigrants centinued te peur inte
the territery, giving little thought te the feelings or
needs ef the Indians whose lands they new pessessed, The
idea that red men neither ceuld ner weuld utilize the seil
and ether resources te good advantage so colered their view-
point that few desired even peaceable Indians as neighbers,
The pieneers regarded them as ene ameng many obstacles to be
everceme in fulfilling the white man's destiny, the peopling
and developing of the plains, As the settlers eoccupied mere
and mere land fer tewnsites, ranches, farms and mines, the
Indisns made way reluctantly, unwilling te be pushed aside;
and the feeling against them gradually intensified,

Less of their land and the continueus destructien of
thelr gsme by the whites left the Indians gravely unsettled,
worried fer thelr daily needs and fearful ef the future,
Small greups of braves, usuaslly yeung men, sometimes ran off
ranchers! or immigrantst! livesteck, thus compensating in seme

degree for the lack ef game fer food, Centinuance eof thelr
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age-old pastime of raiding enemy tribes fer herses, scalps
and prestige agitated the settlers, who feared that, through
accident eor intent, they might beceme embreiled with ene
Indian greup er anether. As mutual distrust deepened, the
raiding custem easily led te clashes between reds and whites,
mistaken identity and misunderstanding ef intentiens serving
as contributery facters, Attempts by Indian agents and other
officlals te persuade the braves te abanden the practice
avalled little, chiefly because it meant so much te them as
a part of their way ef life, Furthermere, the white man's
logic contained a serieus flaw, fer the Federal Gevernment
shewed ne inclinstien te maks peace’with its Indian enemies
until it had first taught them a lessen by drubbing them,
Thus the aberigines did net feel ebliged to keep the peace
with their own traditional enemies, insisting that it was
"a peor rule that will net werk both ways".l

With the eutbreak ef the Civil War in 1861 many Federal
troeps were withdrawn frem Indisn country and sent south.2
This gave the tribesmen of the plains an eppertunity te strike
a telling blew at the settlers, had they been se minded; but

despite dissatisfactien with the Ft., Wise Treaty and eccasioenal

1 Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1869, p, 5li, These werds
were speken by Medicine Arrew, a Southern Cheyenne,

2 Op, cit, Grinnell, p. 127.
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foerays by hungry braves, evidence 1s cempletely lacking that
they planned to take advantage of the situatien. Yet
apprehension soon appeared that the Cenfederacy might attermpt
an glliance with them to encourage war upen the plains.BThis
fear increased as miner activities of Confederate sympathizers
in the Denver area came te light. But in August, 1862, a
feeling akin te terreor of all Indians gripped the plains,
When seme 700 whites were slain during a single week of the
Eastern Sieux uprising in Minneseota, the entire region was
electrified, even te Denver, Colerade, a theusand miles frem
the disturbances, Te the settlers of the area the name of
Indian became Qquivalent te treachery, and few discriminsated
in this regard. The effect ef this feeling upen Indian
relatiens threugheut the peried can scarcely be overestimated,
The Bureau ef Indian Affairs, considering white satis-
faction of greater impertance than Indian displeasure,
initiated direct negotiations with these bands of Cheyennes
and Arapahoes which had net approved the Ft, Wise Treaty,
but still eccupied desirable lands in Celerado and Wyoming,
To Governer Evans of Celerade Territery fell the unsavery
task eof convincing the Indians that by ceding their other
lands and settling en the arid Upper Arkansas in southeastern

Colerade with their seuthern kinsmen, they ceuld be cenverted

3 LeRey Hafen and Ann W, Hafen, Reperts frem Celorade,
the Wildman Letters of 1859-1865 with Other Related Letters
and Newspaper Reperts 1859, Glendale, the Arthur H, Clark Ce,
1961, p. 301.
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te farmers and beceme self-supperting, With this end in view
he centacted the northern bands of beth tribes even te the
Powder River regien in nerthern Wyeming and seuthern Mentana,
where buffale were comparatively plentiful, and requested
them te repert to the Upper or North Platte Agency near Ft,
Laramie.5 There a ceuncil weuld be held in the hepe of
persuading them te jein their brethren on their barren
reservatien, The prepestereus unreasenableness of the plan
can be better appreciated in the light eof the repert of
Celley, agent te the Seuthern Cheyennes and Arapahees, that
unregulated slaughter ef buffale had resulted in the exter-
mination of every head ef these animals within 200 miles of
ther°eservati@nAon the Upper Arkansass, and that ether game
was alse scarce,

Since nene ef the Indians were willing te meve te the
reservatien and attempt te live like white men, an indirect
appreach was used and a unilque methed ef coercien devised,
Although the Gevernment was treaty-bound te issue annuities
until 1866, these for 1863 were to be withheld until the
bands cencerned should premise te sign either the Ft, Wise
Treaty, or ene similar in its terms, still te be drafted.

Many Cheyennes refused te be coerced, but the Neorthern

Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1863, pp. 242-2)5,

Lec, cit,
Ibid., pp. 252-253.
Ibid., pp. 2L9-250,

~ o =
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Arapahe Chiefs, Medicine Man, Black Bear and Friday, attached
their signatgres te the premise, after which thelr ratiens
were issued, What went threugh the minds ef the three chiefs
remains a mystery, fer nene had put his name te the Ft, Wise
Treaty, ner te anether eof a similar nature, and Medicine Man
shertly afterward made it plain te Geverner Evans that they
would net ge te the Upper Arkensas, Perhaps they thought
better of the matter, and exercised the preregatives used by
the U., S. Senate in rejecting treatlies arranged by the
executive branch ef the Government, At least 1t can scarcely
be argued that they misundersteed the preliminary agreement
they had made, fer Friday net enly speke English well, but
could alse read and write,

When Jehn Evans became Gevernor ef Colerade Territery
and ex-officle regienal Superintendent ef Indian Affairs in
1862, the ldea of an Indian war seems te have been fereign
te his mind, But the eastern Sioux uprising eof that summer,
which shecked the settlers of the plains and made every Indian
suspect, must have had a marked effect upen his thinking.
Lacking knewledge ef the Indian mind, he readlly became

suspicieus, heeded the ceunsel of a man ef deubtful character

8 Lec, cit,

9 Priday's fluent cemmsnd eof English has been a subject
of faverasble cemment ameng whites whe knew him,
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rather than that ef friendly Indians er efficials whe knew
them better than he, and unwittingly helped to set up a
situatien which culminated in large-scale hestilities,

By 1863 the talk of war ameng beth settlers and aberigines
caused Geverner Evans grave cencern, In November, about a
menth after Medicine Man had infermed him that the Nerthern
Arapahees, theugh they eppesed hestilities with the whites,
would net settle on the Upper Arkansas, an illiterate and
irresponsible white man whe was married te an Arapahe and
spoke the language, persuaded him that the Arapshees, Sieux,
Cheyennes, Kiowas and Cemanches weuld unite in hestilities
against the whites as seon as they ceuld ebtain sufficient
ammunitien in the spring.loThe metives behind the stery teld
by Rebert North, as he was named, are enigmatic, but he
cenvinced the Geverner that he had gained the full cenfidence
of the Arapahees in rescuing a woman of that tribe frem the
Utes; therefere his warnings sheuld be heeded, In gratitude
fer his rescue ef the weman the Arapahqes had given him a
blg medicine dance‘(Sun Dance) near Ft, Lyen (fermerly Ft,.

Wise), in Celerade, It was there, he said, that he had seen

10 Rebert Neorth, elsewhere described as the demented,
renegade leader ef an eutlaw band ef Arapahees, was la ter
hanged by vigilantes er rebbers, (See Jeseph Henry Tayler,
Frentler and Indlsn Life and Kaleldescepic Lives, Valley

City, 1699, pp. 148-154L.)
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Nerthern and Seuthern Arapahees, Cheyennes, Sioux, Kiowas,

and Cemanches pledge themselves teo war tegether on the
whites.llHad ne massacre eof settlers eccurred the year befere
in Minneseta, the Governer might, perhaps, have been less

ruled by emetienalism, and sought ether sources of infermatien;
but he accepted Nerth's stery at face value, and anticipated
treuble in the spring.

Handicapped by hls meager knewledge ef Indians and their
customs, Geverner Evans did net, ef ceurse, reslize that
Nerthern and Seuthern Arapashees, with friendly visiters frem
other tribes, had ceme tegether, not for warlike purpeses,
but teo celebrate the ceremeny ef the Sun Dance, or the
Offerings Ledge, as the Arapahees called it, the mest meaning-
ful religieus ritual of the plains Indians.lgNeither was he
aware that the Arapahe Sun Dance ceuld net have been given
fer Nerth, as it is always the result of a sacred vew, in this
case the vew of a Nerthern Arapahe woeman whe had escaped frem
the Utes, and through the aid ef Henry Nerth, net Rebert (whe

13
claimed credit fer 1t), had returned safely te her peeople,

11 Op. cit. Annual Repert, 186l, pp. 22,-225,

12 For a brief explanatien of the Sun Dance, see Chap,
1. pp. 18-19,

13 Jessie Rewledge, Letter ef June 21, 1961, This
Southern Arapahe, whe has a remarkable knewledge ef his
people's past, explains that Henry Nerth had a brether
Rebert,
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The stery of this Sun Dance, in shert, 1s an Arapahe epic,
still cemmenly knewn ameong beth Nerthern and Seuthern greups;
but it is Henry Nerth, net his brother Rebert, who has an
impertant part in it., A detailed acceunt, "The Stery ef a
Weman's Vew", is related by Geerge A, Dersey in "The Arapahe
Sun Dance".1 The Nerthern Arapahees at this time were net
preparing fer war,

When Geverner Evans first came te Celerade he sought te
stop the practice @f.inter-tribal raiding which se eften kept
the settlers on edge. He rather easily cenvinced himself --
but net the Indians -- that they weuld abanden the custom,
The hestilities which broke eut in the spring of 186l came as
an indirect result ef this practice, rather than the inter-
tribal pledge of warfare errenecusly reperted by Rebert Nerth,

Due te depredatliens in the Platte Valley by hungry Sieux
and Cheyennes, General.Mitchell, heping te preserve peace,
met the Brulé'Sieux in ceuncil near Ft., Kearney, Nebraska,
But all chances ef success were spelled when the encamped
Indians, in the dark of night, misteek a party of whites for
their Pawnee enemies on a feray, attacked them, and killed._l

15 16

several, The treeps responded in kind, and warfare began,

1l} George A, Dersey, "The Arapahe Sun Dance"
Anthrepelogical Papers of the Fleld Celumblan Museum, v, ly,
Chicago, 1903, pp. 5-C.

15 Op, cit. Grinnell, p. 151,
16 Lec, cit,.



75

Througheut the spring and summer intermittent fighting
continued, until various bands of Apaches, Comanches, Kiewas
and Seuthern Arapahoes and Cheyennes were drawn 1n, the last
twe greups, at least, reluctantly./ Stating that unwanted war
had been ferced upen them, they appreached Goeverner Evans in
an effert te ebtain peace, but met with discouragement, fer
he distrusted them and referred them te the military fer
negetiatiens.l7But there, alse, their efforts were repelled,

Frem Celorade te lMentana feelings ran high against the
Indians, In the north, Montana and South Daketa were the
main field of cembat, snd the Sioux the principal belligerents.
In late July General Sully's troops and artillery caught8up
with them, defeating them at Knife River, South Dakota.l
Cleser to the North Platte Agencyvand the routes of travel
in Wyoming and Nebraska, even friendly Indians were treated
as hestiles by immigrants, settlers and seldiers, whe made
little effert to differentiate between the guilty and the
innecent,

With the danger ef widening hestilities thus increasing,
Geverner Tvans decided en an effert te separate the friendly

Indians frem the hestiles, In the early summer of 186l he

17 Op. cit., Annual Report, 1865, pp, 23-2L,

18 James McClellan Hamilten, Frem Wilderness to State-
Heod, Pertland, Binferd and Mert, 1957, pp, 150-157,
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called upon all whe intended to be friendly te report te
designated statiens in Celerade for protection and rations,
Frem these peints they would be unable te ge to the buffale
range or otherwise procure the majer part of their feod, Te
his dlsappeintment there was little lmmedlate response.
Abeut 175 Nerthern Arapahees under Friday and White Wolf
reperted te Camp Cellins on the Cache la Peudre, net far frem
the fermer's leng-preferred camping grounds.lgLeft Hand's
small band ef Southern Arapahees came in te Ft, Lyon onn the
Arkansas, the other designated statien; but they seon departed
again, This, In the Governer's estimatien, confirmed their
hestile intentiens. But it is probable that fear of hunger
played an impertant part in Left Hand'svdecision to leave,
for the area was sadly depleted of game. Even at Camp
Collins, which was far more favorably located, subsistence
for Friday and White Wolf's bands proved te be a perplexing
preblem.onhe Geverner had small success in assigning satis-
factery hunting greunds, and the funds allecated fer subsis-
tence fell shert of paying fer the feed they required. Beef,
when precurable, was cemparatively inexpensive, but speculators

had cornered the wheat and flour market; thelr cost was

19 Op. cit. Annusl Repert, 186, p., 236,

20 Ibid., p. 223.
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21
prehibitive,

By August ef 186l. Indian treubles in Celerads, censider-
ably heightened by imaginatien, had preduced a sad effect,
With enly ene exceptien, every ranch aleng a 370 mile stretch
of the Overland Stage Reute in Celerade was reperted te be
deserted, their eccupants having fled te the nesrest forts.22
In the pepular mind Indians were pitiless savages, ready fer
unpreveked attacks upen the whites and their pessessiens,
General panlc prevailed between Camp Cellins and Denver, a
distance of nearly seventy miles; farmers imprevised fort-
ificatiens te repel anticipated ferasys, Three wemen repert-
edly went mad frem fright,

Geverner Evans, disappeinted by the peer respense to his
invitatien te friendly Indians, was cenvinced of general
hestility en their part, Fearful ef attack, he advised the
settlers te hunt dewn all hestiles, and called fer a regiment
ef one hundred day velunteers fer the same purpese.23W1th all
Indians new regarded as enemles, a determinatien fer vengeance

against the red men replaced fear, A party ef ene hundred

armed men headed fer the Cache la Peudre with the intentien

21 Ibid., p. 236. The price of fleur at La Perte,
advanced frem %6 per Cwt. te %28, ILa Perte was near Camp
Cellins,

22 Ibid., Pe 237. This is frem the repert ef Super-
intendent G. K. Otis ef the Overland Stage Line te the
Commissioner of Indian Affairs,

23 Ibid., p. 23.
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of cleaning eut Friday and his friendly band ef Nerthern
Arapahees, but the repert ef actual hestiles near Ft, Lupten,
abeut ferty miles cleser to Denver, turned them in that
directien, and medified their purpese,

During the frightening days ef August, 186l, an incident
eccurred which further incensed the settlers agaeinst the
Indians, This was the capture and alleged mistreatment of a
white weman, Mrs. Eubanks, and her child, by Indians, Later,
when they surrendered the weman and child te military auther-
ities at Ft. Laramie, three Sieux were hanged fer their
complicity in the affair.gSThe Celerade settlers, whe already
held the Indians respensible fer the disruptien in their
Territery, grew mere inflamed than ever agalnst them, and
demanded a general drubbing fer all the savages (as thgy
called the Indians) te drive heme a much-needed lessen,
Colenel Chivingten ef the Celerade Velunteers, whe wished te
meke 2 name an an Indian fighter, utilized this demand in
making an unpreveked attack upen an encampment ef Seuthern
Cheyennes and Arapahoesgghe were treating fer peace with the

cemmandant at Ft, Lyen,

On the advice of Geverner REvans te make thelr peace with

2l 1bid., p. 237.

25 Arapahees were at first mistakenly blamed fer the
capture ef Mrs, Eubanks, Grinnell, ep, cit,, p, 155, states
that Cheyennes and Sieux were respensible,

26 0Op, cit, Cenditien eof the Indian Tribes, p. 5.
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the military, these tribes had sppreached Ma jer Wynceep at
Ft. Lyen te negetiate with him, Encamped en their own reser-
vatien, close to the fert, they believed themselves te be under
the pretectien eof the Federal treops, and awalited the eutceme
of their missien, There it was that Celenel Chivingten and his
Velunteers fell upen them with merciless slaughter, the Celenel
insisting that ne Indlan sheuld be taken alive, net even a child,
as nits weuld beceme lice, Twe-thirds ef these killed in this
battle, knewn as the Sand Creek Massacre, were wemen and child-
ren.27

This ended the chances fer peace in Celerade., WNMest ef the
Cheyennes, whe had suffered the greater number ef casuslties,
felt themselves feorced te fight against exterminatien; but ene
band even new refused te war upen the whites, VThe Sieux, hew-
ever, were easlily persuaded to jein in such a2 venture, and
eighty ledges of Nerthern Arapahees en the Republécan River in
Kansas were induced te unite with the hostiles.2 This band,
evidently Black Bearts, had ceme frem Pewder River te visit
the Seuthern Arapahees, but failed te find them there, feor

after the Sand Creek affair they haed fled farther seuth te

27 Op., cit, Grinnell, p, 173. Although reperts ef the
number kilged vary greatly, 100 te 800, there is little doubt
of the prepertien ef wemen and children killed, Fer an idea
of Indian resistance in this battle see p., 21 in Chapter 1,

28 Ibid., p. 181.
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29
aveid the treops.

Frem December 186l until February 1865, ene thousand
marauding warriers ef the cembined tribes terrerized the
settlers between the Nerth and Seuth Platte Rivers, raiding
Overland Stage Line statiens and burning telegraph peles as
a part ef the precess.BoJu1esburg Statien in nertheastern
Colerade was struck and plundered twice within a few weeks,
and en the secend eccasien was burned te the greund, The
raiding finally ever, the Indians lived well fer a while
on the leot they had taken, but when that was gene the three
tribes separated te return te their nerthern hunting grounds.31

Most eof the Nerthern Arapahees, during this peried ef
turbulence and ill-feeling frem 1861 to 1865, remained at
peace with the whites, With the exceptien ef Black BRear's
band, they ceuld at ne time be ceunted ameng the hestiles,
and Black Bear's belligerency eccurred enly after the un-

warranted attack en Southern Arapahees and Cheyennes at Send

Creek in late Nevember, 186l,

29 Black Bear is net named as the cheif of this hestile
band, but the lecatien ef the ether Nerthern Arapahe bands ef
any size is etherwise knewn at this time, Likewlse, the 80
ledges, abeut L50 peeple, is clese te the figure ef 1100 given
fggghis band in the Recky Meuntain News (Denver), July 8,

1 .

30 Op, cit. Grinnell, pp. 182-19L,
31 Lec. cit,
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Ameng the many reperts ef Iintertribal raiding in the early
18608 ne definite invelvements ef Northern Arapahees are cited.
Yet it is unlikely that they had abandened the practice, for
a few years later they were knewn te raid Sheshenes, Utes and
Crews, Interestingly, when Nerthern Arapshees in 1862 feund
six stray mules bearing the Overland Stage Line's brand, they
breught them in te the Nerth Platte Agency, requesting their
agent te return them te their ewner., This elicited the
commendatien ef the agent, who referred‘to them as the mest
henerable tribe within his jurisdiction.BaActions of this
nature en the part of the Arapahees prebably reflected the
influence ef the elder heads in the tribal hierarchy, whe
wished te aveid treuble with the whites,

Chief Friday, with his knewledge of English and under-
standing ef the whites, was better able te ceonvince Geverner
Evans and ethers in autherity ef his peaceful intentiens than
were ether Indians, His stand became equally clear te his
fellews, Within a year ef the Eastern Sieux uprising, when
the pessibility ef war en the plains was a tepic ef cemmen
cenversstien ameng beth settlers and Indians, Friday, appreached
by emissaries en the Cache la Peudre in Celerade, refused te
suppert the Sieux in a suggested war upon the whites, At
appreximately the same time, in the fall ef 1863, Chief

32 Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1862, p. 1l.
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Medicine Man, threugh a white interpreter, infermed Geverner
Evans that the matter eof war had been discussed at an inter-
tribal meeting en Herse Creek, Wyeming., Msny favered a war
te drive the whites eff the land, but he and ether Nerthern
Arapshees eppesed such a ceurse, DBut Medicine Man's prefessions
of friendship were far less cenvincing te the Geverner than
were those of Friday, perhaps because of the language barrier,
Evans suspected him of double dealing, and reperted that Smith,
the interpreter, and Celley, agent te the Seuthern Cheyennes
and Arapahees, shared his suspiciens.BuSuch a conclusien
evidently was unwarranted, fer letters ef Smith and Celley,
theugh indicating distrust ef Sioux, Cheyennes and Kiewas,
express faith in the Arapahoes.35

During the fighting in the nerth in 186l, when General
Sully's ferces pursued the Sleux, the greater part ef the
Nerthern Arapahees and many eof the Nerthern Cheyennes remained
aleef frem hestilities threugh their custemary practice ef
hunting in the Pewder River area, well ever ene hundred miles
frem the scene ef military activity., When, hewever, they left
the cemparative safety of their hunting greunds te report te

the Nerth Platte Agency, war was =&ll but ferced upen them by

33 Ibid,, 1863, pp, 240-2l1, and 511, Geverner Evans
usually referred to Medicine Man as Reman Nese, a name which
the whites cemmenly used fer him,

34 Ibid., p. SL1.

35 Ibid., pp. 5h2-543.
36 Ibid., 186, p. 223,
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immigrants and Ft, Laramie treeps, whe regarded them as
belligerents and teek actien against them.B?But the Indians
did net retaliate, theough they cemplained bitterly te their
agent. The smaller bands ef Friday and White Welf remained
at peace with the whites, altheugh the settlers did net
appreciate their presence en the Cache la Peudre in Qelerado,
a few miles west eof Latham, near present-day Greeley., As

has already been neted, these twe respended te Geverner Evans'
call te friendly Indiasns te repert te Camp Cellins,

During these bitter days ef 186l, with the stage line
traffic nearly paralyzed because of the Indian scare, Friday
struck up the acquaintance of the agents at the Overland
Statlen in Latham, and eccasienally had Sunday dinner with
them, While they ate tegether or enjeyed after-dinner cigars,
he regaled them with steries of his early life, his scheoling
in 8t. Leuis, and ef geld nuggets acress the Rocky Meuntains
of Celorade.38

In the meantime he pressed Geverner Evans fer his desire
of many years, a reservatien on the nerth side eof the Cache
la Peudre, land which with irrigatien was seon te beceme
wenderfully preductive, It may be that Friday's yeuthful
experienges in Misseuri had equipped him te judge the fertility

of sells, At any rate, he weuld net censider a reservatien

37 Ibid,, p. 387. This eccurred a number ef times,

38 Op. cit,, Reet and Cennelly, p. 347.
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en the headwaters ef the streams te the nerth ef the Cache
la Peudre, as the land there was tee recky fer agriculture.39
But sixteen white families had settled en the land which
Friday wished fer his tribe, and where whites came in Indians
were usually ferced out.uOIn disregard ef Arapahe and Cheyenne
title te the land, title which the nerthern bands ef the twe
tribes had never surrendered, his request was refused,
Evidence is lacking that the Nerthern Arapshees engaged
in hestilities against the whites prier te the final weeks
of 186, But as already neted, Black Bear's band of eighty
ledges, which had left the Big Hern~Pewder River regien of
Wyeming to visit the Seuthern Arapahees, jeined the Cheyennes
and Sieux in the Platte Vglley raids after the Sand Creek
massacre of late November.u1When the three tribes separated,
prebably in March, 1865, Black Bear purpertedly returned te
the Pewder River hunting greunds; but his stay in Wyeming
must have been brief, fer in April he breught his band te
Celorade te jein Friday en the Cache la Poudre.uzThus, after
heving teken an actlive part in the Platte Valley raids, Black

Bear accepted Geverner Evans'! invitatien ef the preceding

summer fer friendly Indians te repert fer pretectien and ratiens!

39 Op. cit. Annual Report, 186, p. 235,

4O Lec, cit,

i1 Black Bear must have had abeut 160 braves, as twe
warriers per ledge were usually figured,

iz oOp. cit. Recky Meuntain News, July 8, 1865,
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The agent at Camp Cellins assigned him hunting greunds se his
band ceuld precure subsistence, but as game was scarce and ne
ratiens were issued te them, it 1s enly natural that he seen

departed fer his preferred hunting greunds in the Big Hern

Mountaims ef Wyeming., By early July his entire band was gene,

taking with them White Welf (or Welf Meccasin) and mest ef
his fellewing, leaving Friday with a greup ef enly 85 in
Colear'ada.h-3

Threugh Friday's persistence, Governer Evans seems to
have beceme cenvinced that Medicine Man might mske a geod
peace risk, and in the summer ef 186l sent Rebert Nerth te
southern Mentana with his offer of protection and ratiens te
Indians whe intended te be friendly, Nerth having failed te
reach him, Friday, still heping fer a Nerthern Arapahe
regservatien en the Cache la Peudre, dispatched several ef
his own yeung men te persuade him te ceme seuth, In the
spring ef 1865, Medicine Man, whe had remained apart frem
the hestilities ef the winter menths, respended te the
Geverner's call, As theugh te preve that Arapaheoes were

prependerantly peaceful peeple, with his fellewing of 120

i3 TLec, cit, The Arapahe referred to as Wolf Meccasin
by the Recky Meuntain News 1s called White Wolf in the Annual

Repert of the Cemmissiener eof Indian Affairs, 186l, p. 387.

The figure of 05 Indians remaining with Fridasy appears in the
Annual Repert eof 1868, p, 181,
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lodges, nearly 700 peeple, he traveled frem the nerthern
Pewder River area te the Little Chug (Chugwater Creek) in
seuthern Wyeming, abeut thirty-five miles nerth ef Cheyenne,

Befere replying te his request the Geverner centacted the
Indian Office in Washingten, D, C,, inferming Cemmissiener
Dele that the Sand Creek massacre had spelled the chance eof
peace with a8l1ll of the Indians excepting Medicine Man's
Nerthern Arapshees; but i1f this ceunted fer anything in
Washingten, it did net apvear in the course which was fellewed.
The reservatien requested, it was said, was tec clese te the
great routes ef travel fer the safety of the whites, and was
therefere unsatisfactery., It mattered net that the land en
which Medicine Man had requested settlement was their ewn by
treaty right,

The ce rrespendence between Gevernor Evans and the Indian
Office invelved censiderable delay, Befere an interview ceuld
be arranged with Medicine Man, General Cenner was reperted en
his way west te punish Sieux, Arapahees and Cheyennes fer their
depredatiens, and the matter was drepped. Their pilgrimage a
failure, Medicine Man's band returned te the Pewder River
ceuntry, where the rewards eof the chase, meat fer feed, and
hides fer clething and ledges, were mere readily ebtainable

than in the Chugwater valley,

Ll Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1865, pp., 176-177.

L5 Lec. cit,
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Threugheut the Civil War peried the independent actien
of the bands within a tribe, se characteristic ef the plains
Indians, was strikingly apparent ameng the Nerthern Arapashees,
Altheugh nene eof them were statienary, Medicine Man's fellew-
ers generally frequented the Big Horn-Pewder River regien;
Friday's greup spent much eof their time en the Cache la Peudre
in Celerade; White Welf and Black Bear's bands fellewed =2
mere transient pattern, the latter particularly, as 1t meved
frem the Big Herns te Kansas, te Celerade and Nebraska feor
raiding, te the Big Herns again, then te Celerade, and back
te the Big Herns, Yet the bands apparently kept in touch
with each other, and each‘sgemingly knew where te find the
others when 1t se desired, Only Black Bear's band warred
upen the whites, The others, abeut twe-thirds ef the entire
tribe, kept the peace in spite ef numereus prevecatiens te

belligerency.

16 An example ef this may be seen in the fact that
Friday's yeung emissaries succeeded in reaching Medicine Man,
well ever 300 miles away in Mentana, when Rebert Nerth, sent
out by Geverner Evans, was unable te find him,
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Chap, 6 The Pewder River War, 1865-1868, A Temperary
Respite Is Gained,

With the end ef the Civil War in 1865, the center ef
conflict between red men and white shifted inte Wyeming, but
the incempatibility of their interests remained, Ceolenel
Cellins, an experienced Indian fighter snd retiring Cemmander
at Ft, Laramie, prebably speke the mind eof the West in
recemmending that the Unlted States Gevernment»censtruct and
garrisen ferts in the buffale ceuntry ef Wyeming, whip the
Indians inte submissien, cempel them te sue fer peace, and
remove them freom the mineral rich Big Herns, Black Hills and
Yellewstene ceuntry.l When freed frem the eccupatien ef the
Indians (savages and an impediment te the white man's pregress
in his epinien), the territery and its reseurces ceuld be
constructively develeped by the superier race.

Altheugh the Gevernment did net censcieusly fellew the
advice of the retiring Celonel, its Indian pelicy durlng the
course of the next three years develeped a pattern in many
respects similar te that which he had preposed., Geld, this
time 1in seuthwestern Mentana, played an impertant part., Priler
to 1865, Virginia City, the center of the diggings, ceuld be

reached enly by twe circulteus reutes, but in that year cen-

structien began en the Bezeman Trail, a much mere direct ceurse

1 Op. cit. Ceutant, p. l430.
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frem Ft, Laramie in southeastern Wyeming te Virginia City,

In vielatien of the Ft, Laramie Treaty ef 1851, it cut threugh
the headwaters ef the Pewder River and the Yellewstene, the
famed Big Hern-Powder River area, which cemprised the last
reasenably geed hunting grounds gf the Sieux, Crews, and the
Nerthern Arapahees and Cheyennes, Since the antipathy of the
Indians was evident at this invasien ef the land which had
hitherte been theirs alone, the Government censtructed and
garrisened ferts threugh the buffale ceuntry te pretect the
trail and keep it epen.

The Indians had leng been dismayed as their game supply
dwindled beneath the guns ef lmmigrants and hide and tallew
hunters, eépecially of the latter, whe slaughtered the buffale
indiscriminately and left their flesh te ret, They were
deeply concerned when the white man's livesteck grazed eoff
the nutritieus prairie grasses en which the buffale and their
herses depended, fer 1n a land in which ene head ef cattle
required thirty acres eor mere fer year-areound pasture, large
areas aleng the traveled routes were quickly depleted of their
cever by immigrants'! herses and cattle, and wind eresien set
in. The grass and the buffale were their natural resources
frem which came the bulk ef their foed, ledges and blankets,
reseurces which they had used fer generatlens, but never
abused, Needless te say they did net relish the prespect eof
a herde of geld seekers trekking threugh the heart eof their
hunting lands, scaring away thelr game and depleting their

reseurces still further,
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Anether facter which centributed te Indian tensien and
unrest was the cessati@n in 1865 of all Gevernment snnuities
resulting frem the Ft. Laramie Treaty.2 Having received these
payments of feed, textiles snd implements since 1851, Sieoux,
Cheyennes and Arapahees had learned te depend upen them, Thus
the sbrupt terminstien ef the issues in 1865 made the Indians
ever mere keenly aware eof white inreads upen their game, sand
of Impending disaster if the supply centinued te diminish,

Perhaps the times were ready fer a leader whe ceould weld
the bands and tribes inte a greater degree of cemmen purpese
than they had fermerly shewn in the face of white intrusien,
Such a man appeared in the persen of Red Cloud, the sagacilous
Ogallala Sioux, a chief ef great cunning and iren determination,
Backed by many ef the powerful Sieux bands, the Cheyennes, and
a part eof the Arapahees, he prepared to resist further encreach-
ment upen the land ef his peeple,

In June of 1865 fighting breke eut in central Wyoming
aleng the Sweetwater River, which rises near Seuth Pass en the
Oregen Trail, threugh which tens ef theusands of immigrants
had passed en their way te the Pacific (Ceast, Several
skirmishes eccurred until, in late July, 1,000 warriers, Sioux,

Cheyennes and Nerthern Arapeshees, defeated a small centingent

2 Op. cit., Annual Repert, 1868, pp. LO-L1
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of seldliers and killed their coemmander, Lieutenant Caspar
Collins, at the Platte River Bridge, a strategic peint en
the Oregen Trail near the mesent tewn eof Casper.3 Soon
afterward the Indians moved nerth te their Big Hern hunting
grounds,

Hew many eof the thousand warriers in the attack en Csllins
at the Platte River Bridge were Nerthern Arapahees cannet be
told, Friday's band was net ameng them, fer it was still in
Colerade, IlMedicine Man's band alse was absent, as 1t had net
yet returned frem the Little Chug in southern Wyeming, It
1s probable that the Northern Arapahoes involved were members
of Black Bear's and White Wolf's bands, as some members had
left the Cache la Poudre in Colerado in the spring, purportedly
headed for the Big Herns, perhaps to jein the hestiles, By
early July the last ef them were on their way,

General Conner, sent te Wyeming teo lead the western division
of the Pewder River expeditien, I ft Ft. Laramie on July 30,
1865, te strike the Indians in their hunting greunds, punish
them fer their depredatiens, and bring safety te the Bezeman
Trail, He instructed his men te grant no}quarter, but te kill

all male Indiens ever twelve years of age,

3 Og. cit, Hebard and Brininsteel, Bezeman Trail, v, 1,
PP 160-I63. he tewn of Casper, despite 1ts spelling, was
named for Caspar Cellins,

i Lerey R, Hafen and Ann W, Hafen, Pewder River Campaigns
and Sawyers Expeditien of 1865, Glendale, the Arthur H, Clark
Co., 1901, p. L3, Cenner's superior, General Pope, counter-
manded these erders when they came te his attentien, saying
they were strecious,
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Along the way to the Big Herns, where he hoped te strike
a telling blew, General Cenner took care lest news ef his
appreach might precede him, TFew Indians that cressed his path
survived; a greup ef ferty—two Sioux including two wemen, and
varieus smaller parties were annihilated., Finally in late
August, clese te the Tengue River in the nerthern part of
Wyeming's Big Herns, the General spetted what he had hoped
teo find, a geod-sized Indign village. It was Black Bear's
band eof Nerthern Arapahees, The troops surreunded 1t in the
dark, and when merning came end the Indians were'taking down
their ledges te meve camp, the seldiers attacked., In true
Indian fashien Cenner's Pawnee scouts, far mere interested
in obtaining herses than in fighting, reunded up their
enemies! ponies while the cempletely surprised Arapanaes,
unhersed, streve to protect their women and children, Al-
though eutnumbered by the seldiers they fought until midnight
in the hope ef regaining their ledges and supplies ef gobes

and meat, all ef which were burned by Cennerts treeps, Wemen

5 F, G. Burnett, "Histery ef the Western Divisien of
the Powder Rlver Expedition " Annals ef Wyeming, v, 8, January,

1932, pp. 572-57k.

6 Rebert Beebe David, Finn Burnett, Frentiersman, Glendale,
the Arthur H, Clark Ce., 1937, p. 09,

7 Op. cit, Hafen and Hafen, Pewder River Campaigns, p.
16, Hafen and Hafen estimate a vilTage of mere Than 500 seuls,
which is pessible if White Welf's band was cembined with Black
Bear's, (It is referred te as a village led by Black Bear and
014 David, but as 014 David is etherwise unknewn this may have
been the scldiers' name feor White Welf,) Cenner had 800 treops.
The 250 ledges which mest authers reperted burned is prebably
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and children were counted ameng the dead, due, it was said,
te the unfertunate fact that the soldiers did net have time
to take careful aim at the braves.8

Three days later an intriguing incident eccurred which
cast Black Bear's braves in a more amicable rele., Near the
present tewn of Dayten in the Big Herns they attacked a wagen
train of Bezeman Traill readbuilders cemmanded by Celenel
Sawyers, His small party, greatly eutnumbered by the Indians,
feund itself in grave danger untll the Arapahees, accerding
te Sawyers! jeurnal, finally realized that thls was a party
of werkers, with ne seldiers ameng them, and made them an
offer of peace, Sawyers wanted help te get his wagens
threugh; the Arapahees‘needed herses, having lest theirs in

the battle wlith Cennor, They propesed therefere, that three

a gress exaggeration on the part of the original autherity,
which was a commen falling in reperting Indian fights, It

is unlikely that at this time the Arapahees, reperted by their
agent te be poorly equipped, could have had so many extra
lodges fer the storage of furs., They averaged 55 te 6 peeple
per ledge, which should have meant net mere than 100 ledges

in the entire village, A few years later, when game was
further depleted, they crewded twe families, abeut 10 te 12
peeple, inte each badly wern ledge,

8 1bid., p. 131,
9 1Ibid., pp. 262-263,
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of them and three of Sawyers' men should ge tegether te the
General; if the whites weuld aid them in regaining their penles
they would guaranty safety te the readbuilders, And se it was
agreed, Several Arapahees veluntarily remained with Sawyers
as hestages, pending the return of the six ceuriers, The
suspicioeus wageners kept careful watch en the many Indians
who came inte camp te consult with the hestages, but since
they were always friendly thelr fears preved greundless,

Next day the three Arapahe messengers returned alene,
having encountered a party ef armed white men whe were on
their way te the relief eof the wagen train, Since they feared
further treuble with the appreach ef seldiers, they returned
te Sawyers!' camp, reperted te him what had happened, and the
entire greup of Indians meved en.lo

General Cenner centinued his maneuvers until he discevered
anether Indlan village in the Big Herns, which he alse heped
te destrey., But disappeintment was his let, and he was serely
tried when werd came frem Washington erdering him te desist

11
frem hestilities and return te Ft, Laramie, Ceonvinced that

10 Helman, ene eof Sawyers' men, gave quite a different
account of the Arapahe incident, The gist ef it is that the
Indians planned treachery, and were finally eordered eut eof
camp, Helman's versien is entirely reminiscent, related
thirty years after the event, whereas Sawyers! jeurnal was
written at the time the evénts occurred., (See Hafen and Hafen,
Powder River Campaigns, pp. 322-323.)

11 Op. cit., Burnett, p. 577.
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his shew of force had taught Black Bear a much-needed lessen,
he hated te leave the hunting lands witheut drubbing ether
Indiens and ending their depredatiens.

In January, 1866, threugh the snews ef a fearful winter,
messengers were sent Qut frem Tt. Laramie to invite the Indians
to a peace cenference.laThe Northern Arapahoes cquld not be
reached, and Celenel Maynardier, Cemmander at Ft., Laramie,
feared that they might centinue hestilitles, In this event
he weuld seek Sieux aid in chastising them.lBBut they caught
wind ef the meve fer peace, and in late June, when the snews
were geone, sent six cogriers te Ft, Laramie te make sure that
they ceuld share in it.lLL

Several bands ef the great Sieux tribe appreved the Treaty
of 1866, but agreements with the Cheyennes and Arapahees were
net concluded., The Gevernment had ne intentien of sbandening
the Bezeman Trail ferts ner removing the garrisens; but
realizing that the Indians weuld bitterly eppese the depletion
of their hunting grounds, it stressed the need of great tact
in maintaining travel through their ceuntry.lSRed Cleudts

determinatien and tenacity, however, had net been fully

considered, Neither he ner his Ogallala Sieux would accept

12 Op. cit., Annual Repert, 1866, p, 205,
13 Ibid., p. 206,
14 Ibid., p. 208.
15 Ibid., p. 211,
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tactful travel ever the Bezeman Trail, ner retentien of the
forts, ner the treaty, ner peace, until the road was clesed
and the hated ferts abandened, They prepared for further war,

Red Cleud's feelings were brought heme strengly te the
nation en December 21, 1866, A large body of warriors, whe
had resolved te drive the soldiers frem their Big Hern hunting
greunds, slaughtered eighty treeps under Celenel Fetterman,
This inexperienced, beastful Indian fighter had claimed that
a single cempany of seldiers could defeat 1,000 Indians, Red
Cloud's greup ef Sisux, Cheyennes, and a few Nerthern Arapa%oes,
with very little aid frem fire-arms, had preved him wreng.l

With the help ef the Crews, their erstwhile enemies,
Sieux, Cheyennes, and Arapahees defended thelr last impertant
game area in Nerthern Wyeming and.seuthern Montana, Fighting
continued inte the summer of 1867._ In early August the
Indians learned the deadly effectiveness ef the new, breech-
leading rifles which had replaced muzzle-loaders in the hands
of the tro@ps.17With these weapons ghe seldiers twice defeated

them, inflicting heavy casualties, But although Red Cloud

16 Mest authers indicate the presence of enly a few
Arapshees, but Dunn, ep, cit. p. 26, says 100 ledges took part,
Dunn is frequently inaccurate, ’ ‘ ' '

Hebard and Brininstool, ep, cit., v. 1, p. 339, state
that Eagle Head and Black Ceal led the Arapahe centingent,
Tayler, ep, clt, p. 151, credits the leadership te the white
man, Robert Nerth,

17 Op. cit., Hebard and Brininsteol, v. 1, pp. 50 and 180,
18 Ibid., v. 1, pp. 70 and 181, These were the Hayfield

Fight in Mentana and the Wagen Bex Fight in Wyeming. In the
latter a howitzer alse inflicted heavy damage,
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loest the battles he was te win the war,

As a result of the annihilation eof Fetterman's command
in 1866, President Johnsen ordered an investigation inte the
causes of Indian dissatisfaction and violence.lgA cemmissien
of civilians and military officers met with the Indians, heard
their grievances, and concluded that the establishment of ferts
and stationing ef seldiers aleng the Bozeman Trail had precip-

1tated the treuble, The Indians had never agreed to this, and

felt that, with the censequent effect upon their game they
must fight er die ef starvatien, _

Again a ceuncil was called at Ft, Laramie te end the
Powder River War, In mid-September, 1867 abeut three~hundred
Indians came in, largely Crows and Arapahees, whe were very
friendly, and a few Cheyennes.zoGeneral Harney, head of the
peace commission, awaited the arrival of the Sioux before
proceeding with the treaty, but Red Cloud, wary of the white
man's promises, refused te report te Ft, Laramie until he had
seen the Government treens depart from the pests aleng the
Bozeman Trail.zlﬂe finally arrived in the spring ef 1868,

With the signing of the Harney-Sanbern Treaty in May the war

was ended, and Red Cleud never fought again,

19 Op. cit, Grinnell, p. 24k,
20 Op., cit, Cheyenne Leader, Sept. 19, 1867,

21 Ibid,, May 13, 1868,
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Whereas the Indian Office in Washingten praised the newly
inaugurated pelicy ef cenquering the Indians with kindness,

the Cheyenne ILeader (Wyeming) commented caustically en the

"Quaker" influence which had instigeted the surrender of the
entire Powder River area te the Indians, and pessimistically
prophecied continued hestilities in Wyeming and Seuth Daketa.22
The final peace, the Leader editerialized, weuld be dictated
by the invincible whites, whese destiny it was te clvilize
the plains.ZBThe treaty barred them frem access te the Black
Hills geld, as it was en Indian land; but, the Leader
cynically stated, theugh the Gevernment prepeses, the pieneer
disposes.2 With such an attitude held cemmenly in the West,

a stable, lasting peace ceuld scarcely be expected, Only a
temperary respite had been galned,

As criticism of the seftrpelicy teward the Indians
continued, propenents of a teugher course revived their demands
te return the Bureau of Indian Affalrs te the War Department,
Cormmissioner N, G. Taylor epined in reply that the prepesed

transfer would be tantamount te centinual war, whereas the

true pelicy teward the Indians sheuld be ene eof peace,

22 Ibid., March 18, 1868, Wyoming and Seuth Daketa were
then included in Daketa Territery. With the cempletien ef the
Unioen Pacific Raillread in 1869, Wyeming became a separate
territery.

23 Ibid., April 3, 1868,
2, Lec, cit,.
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Citing the Sand Creek Massacre of 186l as a mistake ef the
military, he estimated the cest of the resulting war, enly
recently breught te a clese, at 5&14_0,0_00,000.25

Within the Indian Buresu, nonetheless, signs appeared of
yielding te the pressure eof land-hungry settlers. Preliminary
plans were drawn fer cenfining seme 130,000 Indians en twe
reservatéons, thus freeing the remainder ef their lands for the
white5.2 One reservatien weuld cemprise the greater part of
Oklahema, the ether the western half of Seuth Daketa, But
if necessary te prevent anether Indian war, the latter might
be temperarily extended westward te the Big Hern Meuntains
of Wyeming, the unceded Indisan land which they had feught se
hard te retain fer their ewn uselz?A glewing future was
depicted feor the red men, Stecking the reservatiens with
cattle, sheep and geats weuld instil in them a desire fer

individual ewnership of land and geods, thus paving the gay
2

for the mastery ef agriculture and the mechanical arts,

With the crewning work of teacher and missienary their rosy
future would be perpetuated,

Further study indicates that this was mere glessing ef
a hepeless situatien for the Indians, and ratienalizing ef the

brutal fact that they must be meved out of the white man's

25 Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1868, p. 8.
26 Ibido, PP UJ-L-LLS..
27 Ibid., 1867, p. 8.

28 Ibid., p. 73.
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way, The practical impessibility of preventing settlers from
encreaching en Indian hunting greunds was admitted.agFurther-
mere, the twe eastern divisiens of the Pacific Ralilread were
rapidly appreaching Denver, a fact which demanded the ceoncen-
tratien of the Indians on reservatiens, far eneugh remeved
frem the steel rails te preclude any danger te them.BOPeace,
perhaps, would last until the pressures again became teo
great,

The extent ef Nerthern Arapahe payticipati@n in the
Powder River War is semewhat enigmatic, Seme warriers, aé
already indicated, engaged in the Sweetwater and Platte Bridge
skirmishes 1in June and July ef 1865e prebably members of
Black Bear's and White Welf's bands, During the same summer
General Cenner attacked a village of five hgndred or mere,
Black Bear's band and possibly White Welf's, The same bands
later had a brush with Sawyers' wagen train, fellewed by a
unique armistice, Ne further record eof Nerthern Arapahe
hestilities appears until the time of the Fetterman fight,
in December, 1866, A small centingent engaged in this affair.
Thereafter the recerds are indefinite, excepting fer the final
davs ef fighting, such as the Hayfield and Wagen Bex fights,

The bands represented and the numbers engaged 1s newhere

indicated,

29 Lec, clt,

30 Ibid., pP. 73
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Friday's band was never numbered ameng the hostiles, fer
this group eof eighty-five remained en the Cache la Peudre in
Colerade througheut the peried eof fighting, Despite the fact
that they were destitute -- the Geverner ef the Territery had
been unable te previde them with ratiens -~ they did net depart
frem theilr encampment there until the summer eof 1868.31They
were the last ef the Arapahe and Cheyenne bands, Nerthern er
Seuthern, to quit Celerade Territery. They wished te remain
in this land which by right belenged te them, and left enly
under pressure, because the white settlers did net want them
there.32

Medicine Man's relgti@nship te the Powder River War cannet
be se positlvely stated, He and his band of 120 ledges, more
then half the tribe, returned from seuthern Wyeming to the
Powder River hunting lands during the summer ef 1865, Whether
he succeeded in keeping any of his fellewers out of the conflict
can only be coenjectured, Certain facts, hewever, indicate
that Medicine Man may have steod fer a peaceful ceurse, Newhere,
for instance, 1s his name mentiened as a hestile during the
war peried, This is likewise true of Friday, whe, as already
shewn, had ne part in the war; but Chief Black Bear and

three ethers of less impertance are named as Arapahe leaders

31 Ibid., 1868, pp, 180-181,
32 Lec, cit, This news of Friday's band cemes from the
repert of Geverner Hunt of Celerade Territery,
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33
in the fighting., As the Northern Arapahees' mest important

chief, and ene whe had been tribal spokesman en a number of
eccasiens, the @missien of his name from ameng the hostiles is
very interesting., Agaln like Friday, Medicine Man failed te
sign the Harney-Sanbern Treaty of 1868, which ended the Powder
River War, although Black Bear and mere than‘twenty other
Northern Arapahees attached thelir signatures.3 This may have
especlal significance, fer custemarily a majer chief whe had
engaged in hestilities against the United States weuld have
endersed the a greement which breught the cenflict te a clese,
When the bulk of the tribe, 119 ledges, sarrived at Ft,

Laramie feor the treaty signing, Medicine Man and 25 ledges of
his peeple stayed behind in the Big Horns.BSWhether the 10

te 150 people represented by these twenty-five lodges had
remained alcof from the war is still unknown,

During the early months of the fighting (sometimes called
the First Powder River War), less than half ef the Northern
Arapshees were invelved, but frem December, 1866 until the end
of hostilities (the_Seoend Pewder River Wer), a greater number
mey have taken part, Friday's band stayed cempletely out of

1t; but mere than this cannet be definitely stated,

33 These three were "01d David", Eagle Head, and Black
C@al .

34 Op. cit. Annual Report, 1868, pp. 253-25L.

35 Lec, cit, The letter of Charles Geren, Sieux inter-
preter at Ft, Laramie (published in the Annual Repert), states
that 119 Arapahees arrived at the fort; but 1t 1is evident from
the rest of his letter that 119 ledges was intended, Both

clething and tents of the Northern Arapaheoes were sadly worn,
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Chap, 7 Lend Pressure and Speradic Warfare, 1868-187L,

The Treaty ef 1868 breught an uneasy peace, Whites were
barred frem the unceded lands which the red men retained as
hunting greunds, and the Gevernment tried te cenfine the
Indians as far as practicable te their reservatioens, The
Interier Department regarded the treaty as an expedient
enly, and leeked hepefully teward the day when the buffale
weuld be gene, each Indian cultivated his individual allet-~
ment ef land, and the bread prairies, emancipated frem their
held, weuld be settled by the whites,

Determined efferts te dispessess the Indians of their
remaining useful lands marked ﬁhe peried, With the cempletien
of the Unien Pacific Railread in 1869 steel rails united the
natien frem ceast te ceast, Immigrants and househeld geods
ceuld new be meved acress the plains in a few days time, in
centrast te the fermer wagen treins which censumed weeks of
travel threugh dust and mud, under cenditiens ef extreme
privatien, With the theusands ef settlers which the railread
breught Inte the West came sceres of buffale hunters, many
drawn te the prairies selely fer the thrill ef sheoting the
huge bevines, whese speedy extinctien was new assured, During

1
a single summer a party ef sixteen killed 28,000 buffale.

‘1 Cengressienal Recerd, Ferty-third Cengress, Washingten,
Gevt. Printing UITiIce, ICTL, p. 2100,
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While such unregulated slaughter rapidly ferced the Indians
to depend upen Gevernment ratiens fer their subsistence, ne
ene has recorded their reactien at this wanten waste when the
stench ef milliens ef peunds of the decaying flesh ef these
animals reached their nestrils,

In Wyeming, such tewns as Cheyenne, Laramie, Rawlins and
ethers which had sprung up during the railread's westward
pregress were assured ef permanence, T'hey alse eoffered cen-
venient jumping~eff places fer prespecters, miners and ethers
interested in the natural reseurces gf the regien, whether
they were en er off the Indian lands,

With the influx ef pepulatien accempanying the epening
of the railread and its efficient service frem the east, the
Federal Gevernment created Wyeming Territery, with its
capitel in Cheyenne, This afferded a ready instrument threugh
which miners, steck raisers and ether pressure greups ceuld
werk; and they were not slew te make their wishes known., A
ready ally was at hand in the persen of Territerial Geverner
J. A, Campbell, regienal ex-efficle Superintendent ef Indian
Affairs, fer he champlened the settlers!' interests frem the

first. In his inasugural address te the legislature (1869)

2 0p. cit., Dsle, pp., 100-102, Feunded in 1873, the
Wyeming Steck Growers' Asseciatien seen became the mest
pewerful pressure greup in the area, and influenced Wyeming's
Legislature very strengly. Within a few years it extended
its eperatiens inte Celerade, Nebrasks, Mentana and the
Daketas,
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he argued that each Indian sheuld be alletted sufficient land
teo suppsrt himself with preper cultivati@n, but ne mere, The
remainder sheuld ge te the whites, The result, ef ceurse, was
further pressure en the Indlan lands, which seemed never te
relax; and the Indians felt the relentless squeeze,

Althsugh Red Cleud gained his ends in the Peswder River
Wars, his braves had learned te appreciate the deadly effects
of hewitzers and breech-~leading rifles in the hands of trained
soldiers, and prebably weuld be leath te face them again,

With the transcentinentsl resilread running, cansble of meving
troeps and munitions readily to convenient disembarking psints,
the vprospect of armed resistance by the Indians seemed remonte,
Te ensure astute behavier oan their part, and te pretect the
settlers and their investuents, five new ferts were garrisoned
in Wyeming, feur ef them clese to the railrsad, TFrom thece
troeps could preceed handily inte Indian territery if needed,

Altheugh the Nerthern Arapahoes felt the pinch of the
times en their lands and game, they endeavered te retain
peaceful relations with the whites, In an attemot te further
such an effert, they separated frem their Sieux friends and
made twe trips te meet with their traditienal enemies, the

Sheshenes, te arrange a peace and ebtain the risht te stay 2n

3 Ovn. cit. .Cheyenne Leader, Oct, 13, 1860, The Gevernw
sugpested ne restriction on the ameunt of land a white man might
held,
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the Wind River Reservatien in Wyeming. The secend ef these
trips was a journey ef nearly 700 miles frem a temperary
encampment en the Musselshell in Mentana, When their hepes
fer peace in their new heme ended with a burst ef vielence
against them, they refrained frem the bleedy vengeance which
was wlthin their pewer te wreak en a greup of ruffian miners
whe were seeking te exterminate them, Leaving the Wind River
regien, they returned te Mentana fer a time, where the press-
ures of cenflict were less ebvieus,

During this peried, they had slight asseciatien with the
Sleux malcentents, that is, with the fellewers eof Crazy Herse
and Sitting Bull, In 1873, when they finally spent mest ef
the year at Red Cleud Agency, their agent cemplimented their
good behavier, Altheugh the pressures of the time and thelr
reluctance te abanden traditienal ways brought them inte
conflict with TFederal treeps in 187l, few of the charges
made against them during this peried can be substantiated,
They held generally te a path ef peace in their relatiens
with the whites,

0f the unceded Indian territery in the regien three
sectiens were especially ceveted, the geld tracts ef Wyeming's

Sweetwater district, the Black Hills ef Seuth Daketa and

il Op, cit., Nickersen, p. 3., They set eut, says
Nickersen, te annhilate the Arapahees,

5 Op, cit., Annual Repert, 1873, p., 612,
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nertheastern Wyeming, and the RBig Hern-Pewder River ceuntry
west eof them, purpertedly rich in seil and minerals, In 1872,
after twe years ef dickering, the Federal Government purchased
the Sweetwater geld lands frem the Sheshenes, thus finally
legalizing the presence of mines, stamp mills fer crushing
ore, hemes and the entire tewvn ef Miner's Delight en land
guaranteed te the Eastern Sheshenes in 1868, This feetheld
galned, the pieneers demanded the epening ef the Wind River
and Pepe Agie Valleys te settlement, arguing that fresh
vegetgbles for the miners sheuld be preduced en the arable
land, But the Sheshenes weuld net surrender these rights.
Eastward 1n the terrltery steckmen seuth of the Nerth
Platte leoked ceveteusly acress the river, as theugh strain-
ing at the leash te enter the cattlemen's paradise frem which
the Treaty ef 1868 excluded them, Stung by the appnarent
unreasenableness ef a decree which elevated Indian hunting
rights abeve their grazing privileges, they pressed the
Territerial Legislature and Cengress fer a change,
Representing a variety of interests, in 1870 the newly-
fermed Big Hern Asseciatien determined te explere the seil
and mineral reseurces ef nerthern Wyeming, despite the treaty

and Gevernment red tepe which excluded them frem the land they

6 The Pepe Agie (preneunced Pepesia), near Lander, Wyeming,
is a tributary of the Wind River, The latter becemes the Big
Hern between Sheshene and Thermepelis, flewing nerth te dis-
charge inte the Yellewstene in Mentana,



108

longed to use.7 Eventually with the permissien if net the
blessing of Washingten, an expeditien left Cheyenne in May,
explered the Big Herns, met with ne epen eppesitien frem the
Indians, and theugh it found ne gold, returned in August
with esptimistic reports.8

In 1872 Geverner Campbell hepefully reperted that Wyeming's
Indians, er "nen-preducing savages", weuld be remeved te a
reservatien 1n Daketa, thus freeing 20,000 square miles of
incelculgbly valuable land fer the steckmen, farmers and
miners of Wyeming Territery.9 A year later he cenfidently
predicted the early expulsien ef all Indlans except the
peaceful Sheshenes (friends ef the whites} frem the territary.lo
Shertly after, a Gevernment Cemmissien met with Sieux, Nerth-
ern Arapahees and Nerthern Cheyennes at Red Cleud Agency in
Nebraska, but failed in an effert te persuade them te relinquish
thelr treaty rights in the Big Horns.l1

In direct vielatien ef the Treaty ef 1868, and ever the
pretests ef the Indians, General Custer in 187l led a military

party te the Black Hills te make a reugh survey eof their re-

7 Op, cit. Cheyenne Leader, March 3, 1870,

8 1Ibid,, August 23, 1870,

9 House Jeurnal ef the Tegislative Assembly ef the
Territery ofgwyoming, Uheyenne, Daily Leader Office, 1372, p. 16,

10 Ibid., 1873, pp. 25-26,

11 Fifth Annual Repert ef the Beard of Indian Cemmissien-
ers, Washingten, Govt. Printing Office, 1873, p. 157,
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sources, Lack ef epen hestilities frem the Indians during
this and the earlier Big Hern expeditlen led te the premature
cenclusien that Indian dependency en the ceffee, bacen and
beans issued at the sagencies had breken thelr will te resist,
and that large~scale hestilities were a thing ef the past,
Francis A, Walker, Cemmissiener of Indian Affairs, endersed
the widely credited epinien that the alternative of war fer
the Indians had run its ceurse, and added that any hestile
"savages" weuld be readily crushed by treens msving nerth
end seuth respect;vely frem the Unlen Pacific and Nerthern
Pacific Railr@ads.l2

In 1872 Federal treeps meved inte five forts in Wyoming,
ostensibly te pretect the Unien Pacific Railroad, but
especially te prevent the Indians nerth ef it frem taking
unautherized leave of their Peservati@ns.l3The attempt te
thus curtall their reaming habits, 1t was heped, weuld vender
them mere amenable te civilizatien, and glve the settlers
greater safety frem their depredatisns.l Advecating a some-
what sterner pelicy the Wyeming vress suggested that the red
men be Wg{?ed te remain en limited reservatisns er be shet

en sight, The whites, it added candidly, needed their immense

unceded tract ef land in the Big Hern-Pewder River area,

x

12 Op., cit, Annual Repert, 1872, p., 397.

13 1Ibid., v. 79.

1L Sixth Annual Repert ef the Beard »f Indian Cemmissiseners,
Washingten, Govt. Printing Office, 1875, pp. H5-0.

15 Cp, cit, Cheyenne Leader, Jan. 27, 187l.
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Once the buffale were exterminated the Indians weuld be
ferced te d epend upen the Gevernment ratiens issued at the
agencles, With enly lesser game te hunt there weuld be little
need of reaming in the Big Herns, still less in the valley eof
the far-eff Smeky Hill River in Kansas, where the Sieux and
Nerthern Arapahees and Cheyennes retained the right te ream
and hunt se leng as there were eneugh buffale te justify the
chase, The tribesmen ceuld then be cenfined te smaller
reservatioens, and the frentiers ef settlement even further
extended, These were the mesin criteria by which Secretary
ef the Igterior Celumbus Delane judged the success of Indian
policy.1 Under his directien the Interier Department winked
at the terrible slaughter ef buffale fer hides, tallew,
tengues, and just fer the jey ef killing. Theusands ef tens
of buffale meat retted en the plains, Justifying the prespect
of their tetal disappearance, Delane peinted eut in 1872 that
enly the tetal eliminatien ef buffale ceuld ferce the Indians
te cultivate the land, Te Delane, this was a highly desirable
goal.17Due largely te his eppesitien, a bill designed te halt
the useless slaughter ef buffalo_{g. R. 921) met defeat in the

Heuse ef Representatives in 187l, The Indisns, it was argued,

16 Annual Repert ef the Secretary ef the Interier, 1872,
Washingten, Gevt, Printing Office, 1073, p. 3. The extensien
of western railways was anether criterien which pleased him,

17 Ibid., p. vi.

18 Op, cit, Feurth Annual Repert of the Beard ef Indian
Commissieners, 1872, pp. 123-131,
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ceuld net be cenfined te restricted reservatiens until the
last buffale had vanished frem the prairie,

Frem 1870 te 1875 a large number ef delegatiens frem the
varleus plalns tribes visited Washingten and ether eastern
cities at Gevernment expense, Advecating this cheap means ef
cenvincing its wards that war en the whites was futile, the
Indian Bureau expressed its pleasure with the apparent results.l9
Te impress the Indians with the desirability ef the white man's
way of life, they attired them in the style of the day, cemplete
with silk hats, black suits snd paper callars.aOBut theugh
they visited the zee in New Yerk, The Academy ef Music in
Philadelphia, and ether places of nete, they invariably leoked
ferward te the end ef their trip.lehey yearned fer their ewn
secieties and their hemes in the West,

A semewhat sinister facet ef the trips te Washingten was
the pressure applied en chiefs and headmen te give up addition-
al land and accept restricted reservatiens fer their bands,

A greup ef Nerthern Arapahoes and Cheyennes was subjected te
such pressure in 1873. The Indian Bureau wished them te
remeve to Indian Territery, te jein their seuthern brethren,

Altheugh the Indians strengly eppesed the plan the bureaucrats

insisted, and eventually several chiefs ylelded te the pressure

19 Op, cit. Feurth Annual Repert ef the Beard ef
Indian Cemmissieners, 1872, pp. L123-131,

20 Lec, cit.

21 Lec, cit,
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22
and gave thelr censent, Washingten efficialdem had begun te

realize that agreement ceuld be mere readily ebtained frem
the Indians in small grsups than in a triballassembly. Once
this lessen was learned 1t was net fergetten,

The technique eof cengregating many thousands ef Indians
within a limited territery was fereshadewed by the treatiles
of 1866 with the Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territery,
the Cherekees, Creeks, Chectaws, Chickasaws and Semineles.23
Yielding unwillingly te Gevernment demands, these tribes were
ferced te b reak up their tribally‘owned lands, accept
individuel alletments fer themselves, and allew ether Indians
te settle within thelr reservatiens, Five years later the
Indian Bureau recegnized the situatien as a gelden eppertunity
te start the wild Indians ef the plains definitely and pain-
lessly upen the read te civilizatien, Settled en the land,
ewning individual plets ef greund, the Arapahe and the Apache
weuld learn frem the successfully agricultural Cherekee and
Chectaw, fer example, the advantages eof farming ever the
nemadic mede of life. Thus the plains Indian preblem weould
be finally selved -~ and the lands ever which they reamed

25
woeuld be released te the whites,

22 Op. cit. Annual Repert, 187L, p. Lb.

23 Ibid., 1871, p. L66,
2, Ibid., p. L467.

25 Jehn Collier, Indians ef the Americas, New Yerk, the
New American Library, 1947, pp. 125-129, Cellier shews that
of nearly liF millien acres ef Cherekee tribal lands, individ-
ually alletted against their will, nine tenths wss lest te
whites within 20 years,
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By 1871 Americans had gained little understanding er
appreciatien of the Indian way eof life, TFew indeed had knew-
ledge of its finer side, and the phases which caught the public
eye were difficult to cemprehend, The red man's attitude
teward enemies eof his own race was ef this kind. Altheugh
Custer's slaughter ef Seuthern Arapahees and Cheyennes en
the Washita (Oklahema) in 1868 made little stir, the whites
were plainly shecked at the massacre of Pawnee buffale hunters
by Sleux whe were similarly engaged in 1873, The Indian
Cemmissiener asked Gengress te reveke the latter's right te
hunt eff their reservatéon, while en his ewn autherity it was
temperarily suspended.2 Mereever, he requested military
cemmanders te prevent Indians fpom passing witheut a permit
frem ene reservatien te another.27

Altheugh increasing pressure en their lands ferced the
Indians inte a grester realizatien ef tribal unity than they
had fermerly knewn, bands of diverse sizes eccaslienally reverted
te independent actien, Shertly after the Treaty ef 1868, feor
example, a few Nerthern Arapahees and twe Sieux villages jeined
Seuthern Cheyennes in battling Federal treeps in Celerade,

while nearby kinsmen abstained frem hestilities, and ethers,

in their Wyeming hunting greunds, were far away frem the

26 Op. cit, Annusl Repert, 1873, p. 376,

27 Lec, cit,
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28
fighting.

The dectrine of individual lend alletments, se dear te
these whe wished te raise the Indians frem a "barbarian herd"
te the status ef civilizatien, made little headway with the
red men, whe in their attitude teward land ewnership, as in
se many»gespects, clung tenacleusly te their traditienal
customs._gsieux, Arapeahees and Cheyennes en the Red Cleud
Reservatien in Nebraska, whe accepted individual alletments
in 1874 feund themselves stuck with barren seil, werthless
fer farming.BOThe climate was teso dry, and irrigatien
impracticable.BlTheir fellews, unfaverably impressed with
this example, were leath te fellew the white man's path,

Due te their numerical strength and their pewer in
war the Sieux were the Indians mest dreaded by the whites,
Red Cleud, the uncempremising leader ef the warring tribes-
men frem 1866 te 1868, by the 1870s exerted a restraining
influence ameng his peeple, But the names ef Sitting Buil
and Crazy Herse ranked high ameng the malcentents., Depred-

atiens by and dangers frem the Sieux made frent page news,

Numereus items, beth true and false, published in the western

28 Op, cit., Grinnell, pp. 279—281'.
29 0Op. cit. Annual Repert, 1873, p. 372.
30 Ibid., 1877, p. 4is.

31 Ibid., p. LS5O,
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press, testify te the impertance of theirrimpact upen the
frontiersman's mind. And well they might, Custer in 1873
feught Sieux aleng the Yellewstene River in Montana.32A greup
of wild enes, se-called, new te the Red Cleud Agency and its
ways, arrested its agent, surreunded and immebilized a centin-
gent ef seldiers summoned te his sld, and precipitated a
serieus situatien, Seme 700 regular agency Indians, prebably
Sieux, Cheyennes and Nerthern Arapahees, rescued beth agent
and treeps, thus averting pessible tragedy.33

Unidentified Indians eften were called Sieux, and when
depredatiens eccurred this tribe mest frequently recelved the
blame, Thelr unexpected appearance near the settlements
preduced forebedings ef treuble ameng the whites, In 187l
the erronesus repert ef a band ef Sieux en Herse Creek, nerth
of Cheyenne sent shivers ef apprehenslien through the tewn.BLL
But relief ensued when the Indians were identified as Cheyennes
and Arapahees, enly ferty streng, heavily laden with dried
meat after a successful buffale hunt in the Republican valley.35

A news repert ef February, 187, attributed mest ef the

plunderings ef the past six er seven years te the nerthern

3
bands ef Sieux, Befere the end ef that year Sitting Bull and

32 Op. cit. Cheyenne Leader, Feb. 18, 1873,

33 Op. cit. Annual Repert, 187&,'p. L5,

3L Op, cit, Cheyenne Leader, Feb. 18, 187l.

35 Ibid., Feb. 19, 1874,
36 Ibid., Feb. 6, 187L,
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Crazy Herse had recruited frem these and ether bands a cen-
siderable follewing ef braves whe, like themselves, mistrusted
the white man's intentiens, Resenting his constant pressure
te part‘them frem their lands, they regarded him as a prime
usurper, Determined as they were te resist further encreach-
ment, it was, perhaps, mere accident thanvplanned intent which
postpened their great sutbreak until 1876,

Seme histerians insist that the Werthern Arapahees alse
engaged in speradic warfare against the whites in the bitter
years frem 1868-187l, except fer Friday whe vainly ceunseled
peace.37Although this evaluatien is generally accepted, it
is net the entire truth., There is reasen te believe, indeed,
that the Nerthern Arapshees as a whele were less respensive
te the belligerency ef their Sieux and Cheyenne friends than
at any time since the Civil War neried, when two-thirds ef
the tribe abstained frem hestilities against the whites,

After the signing of the Treaty ef 1868, 119 ledges of
Herthern Arapahees -- seme ?OO seuls -- went seuth with Black
Bear to visit their kinsmen, Finding their Cheyenne friends
embreiled with United States troeops, a few Arapahees and twe
Sioux villages jeined them for a while, the Arapahoes desist-
ing after the defeat of General Fersythe in the Beecher Island

38
fight (eastern Celerade). It is net recerded whether Black

37 Op. cit., Hafen and Ghent, Breken Hand, p. 278.

38 Op, cit.,, Grinnell, pp. 279-281,

st ————————
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Bear was impllicated in the fighting, but the bulk ef these
whe had ceme seuth with him remained at peace, as alse did
these whe had stayed in the nerth with Medicine Man and Friday.

Black Ceal, theugh frequently pertrayed as anti-white,
in 1869 assisted Federal treops frem Ft, Fetterman in picking
up the traill ef marauding Indiasns whe had killed twe whites
en La Prele Creek, near the present tewn ef Deublas, Wyoming.39
Ceincidently Medicine Man, Friday and a number ef ether
Arapahees were en reute te Ft, Bridger (seuthwestern Wyeming)
te make peace with Chief Washakie of the Sheshenes and gsin
the chance ef staying en the Wind River (er Sheshene) Reserv-
atien. DBut as the Sheshenss were in the Big Horns en thelr
sutumn buffale hunt, the Arapahees returned te Ft, Fetterman.uo
They left werd at Ft, Bridger that they weuld return in three
menths time.ulsuspicious when he learned thelir ebject,
Washakie wendered why the Arapahees new wished te disseclate
themselves frem their Sieux and Cheyenne allies; but he theught
better of the plan when he learned of Friday's cennection with
it.hz

True te thelr werd, the Arapahees returned in February,

1870, and cencluded terms fer a temperary stay en the

Sheshene Reservatien, They agreed te maintain friendly

39 Op,., cit.,, Cheyenne Leader, Nev, 8, 1869, The marauders
were said te be Sleux,

110 Ibid., Nev. 12, 1869,
L1 TLec, cit.
2 Op, cit, Annual Repert, 1869, p. 27.L.
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relatiens with the Sheshenes and the whites, and te netify
them of the ceming ef nerthern hestiles. Thus they began
their stay en the reservatien, a stay which endured less than
twe menths, and ended in an sutburst of vielence in vhich
eleven Arapshees were killed,

Histerians generally accept the thesis that the Arapahees
were insincere, that they intended neither te keep the friendly
relations which they premised, ner te netify Sheshenes and whites
of impending hestile raids, The resultant i1l feeling and
bleed-letting is attributed te Arapeshe treachery. The exam-
inatien ef a number ef facts, hewever, casts grave deubt upen
this cenclusien,

A pessible explanatlen ef why the Arapahees sesught harber
on the Sheshene Reservatlen may be feund in the repert ef
Agent Deniels that they did net like te remain at Red Cligd
Agency because the Sieux were apt te cause them trauble.

He had, he added, found them well-dispesed and quiet.

When they failed te find Chief Washakie at Ft, Bridger
in the fall ef 1869, Medicine Men, Friday and the greater
part ef the tribe set eut fer the Milk River Reservatien in
Mentana, where their Gres Ventres relatives and Crew enemies
were demiciled., They left behind the Sieux and Cheyennes, who

had been mere deeply embreiled in hestilities than they, One

43 Ibid,, 1872, p., 651,
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hundred esnd sixty ledges, upwards ef 900 Arapahees, were
reperted en the way; ten ledges reached the agency. But
when smallpex struck, wiping sut mest ef the advance‘ﬁuard,
the maln camp meved back te the lMusselshell in alarm,

February saw them again in Wyeming, stl1ll determined en
peace, They found and negetlated with Washskile, and hepefully
encamped on the Sheshene Reservatien, Depredatiens sccurred,
and theugh these were by ne means new te the Sweetwater
settlements, the Arapahees were suspected, Stelen herses
reperted in their camp afferded an indicatien ef guilt
accepted by the settlers as preef, despite the fact that
similar identificatien ef stelen steck had vreved faulty on
varieus eccasiens, When en the 31st ef March a raid resulted
in the less eof mere herses and three hunter's lives? the
miners acted quickly, Nearby army efficers frem Ft, Stambaugh
blamed Cheyennes and Sieux, but the settlers held the Arapahees
acceuntable, theugh the latter denled all knewledge ef the
affair, Cenvinced that they had "undisputable" evidence 02
Arapahe guilt, 250 armed civilians headed fer their camp,

Of what the evidence censisted there is great cenfusien,
RBancreft indicates that H, G. Nickersen, whe spied en the

Arapahe camp, feund eneugh in it te verify a verdict ef guilt,

LIy 1vid., 1870, p. 201,
L5 Ibid., p. 176.

16 Tec, cit., This is queted frem the repert ef Geverner
Campbell af Wyeming Territery.
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L7
but gives ne clue te what he saw, The Seuth Pass News cited

the presence in Friday's camp ef harness taken frem St. Mary's
Statlen en the Sweetwater, where the three hunters were
murdered, But Nickersen's ewn versien ef his spying trip
readily leads te the conclusion that the Arapshees were judged
gullty by cenjecture enly.

As Friday was indebted te him fer a fermer act ef kindness,
Nickersen went directly te his camp, get semewhat apart frem
the main greup headed by Medicine Man, This assured him ef
preatection frem the ether Arapahees whe cerrectly surmised
that he had ceme te spy., Fearing fer his ewn life, he seems
net te have realized that they may have been equally fearful,
He saw ne stelen herses, ne harness frem St, Mary's Statien
ner ether manifestatiens ef guilt; but he learned that many
yeung braves had gene ever en the Sweetwater -- fer a buffale
hunt they said, Net until his return heme did Nickersen
learn ef the St, Mary's killings, which eccurred en that day,
Thereupen, he and ethers, putting the ceincidences tegether,
cenvinced themselves of Arapsahe guilt.SOOn such flimsy
evidence the‘Arapahoes were cendemned, and vengeance planned

against them, The idea that hungry Indians weuld leave camp

W7 Op, cit. Bancreft, ». 767.

48 Op., cit. Cheyenne Leader, April 21, 1870. The
Seuth Pass News of April 11 1s queted by the Leader,

L9 Op. cit. WNickersen, "The Early Histery ef Frement
County",

50 Lec, cit.,
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fer such a sensible purpese as hunting buffale evidently
seemed prepestereous,

On their way te clean sut the Arapahe camp, the armed
band ef vigilantes raised fer thils purpese met Chief Black
Bear and an unarmed groeup of mixed sex and age, en their way
te Camp Augur te trade, Firing upen them they killed Black
Bear and ten ethers, and centinued en their way teward the
main bedy af the tribe.51

When dusk fell the vigilantes halted fer the night,
building great campfires fer their light and heat, Thus
expesed they were easy marks fer Indian vengeance; yet enly
a few Arapshees came near, and shet inte the blazing fires,
which were then extinguished.nghe Indians did ne mere,

In their grief and burning anger enly a pewerful Iinfluence
fer peace could have withheld the yeung braves, as it dig,
frem vielent retaliatien, Whether this was exerted by Medicine
Man, Friday, the elders of the Hlerarchy, er all of them,
ne recerds indicate, Cenvinced that they were the victims
of white treachery and Sheshene duplicity, the Arapahees left

the regien, mest ef them heading fer Mentana and the Milk River

Agency.

51 A yeung bey frem Black Bear's party was adepted by an
army efficer and educated in the east, Under the name eof Sherman
Ceelidge he returned te Wyeming in 188l as a missienary te his
peeple.

52 Op, ¢it, Nickersen, "The Early Histery ef Frement
Ceunty," . L.

53 Fifth Annual Repert ef the Beard ef Indian Cemmissien-
ers, Washingten, Gevt. Printing Office 1873, p». 83. Friday
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It sheuld be berne in mind that the Arapahmes were
legally en the Sheshene Reservatisan at this time, having
aporeached Governer Campbell of Wyeming Territery and Chief
Washakie of the Eastern Sheshenes, making a treaty with the
latter which granted them the right of temperary resldence
en Sheshene land, But the vigilantes were trespassers living
illegally en Indian seil and extracting geld te which they had
ne right, The tewn ef Miner's Delight itself had been built
abeut g mile and a half within the seuthern beundary of the
:r*eser'vation.SLL

Altheugh he felt that the effect of the vigllantes?
lessen te the Indians had been salutary, Geverner Campbell of
Wyeming Territery shewed deubt ef Aranahe cemplicity in the
St. Mary's slaying when he stated that there was "ne means eof
ascertaining" it, TLieutenant G. M, Fleming, agent te the
Sheoshenes, went far beyend this, fer he bitterly assailed the
vigilantes! actiens in firing upen Black Bear's party, and
depicted them as thieves and cutthreats. The Cemmander at

nearby Camp Augur, he alleged, ceuld readily have prevented

teld Cemmisslener Brunet that the Sheshenes hed aided the whites
in the Black Bear episede, Of what this aid censisted is net
indicated,

SA Feurth Annual Revert of the Beard ef Indian Cemmission-
ers, Washingten, Gevt. Printing Office, 1072, p. 5l.

55 Heuse Jeurnal ef the Legislative Assembly ef the
Territery eof Wyeming, Cheyenne, N. A. Baker, 1870, p. 15,

56 Op. cit., Annual Repert, 1870,.p, 176,
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their murdereus actien, But instead, Fleming charged, he
cendened their deed with tacit approval.57

Though used te vielence in their mining towns, Sweetwater
residents were quick te held the Indians accauntablesgor eut-
rages which ceuld net be traced te thelr own brawls, Results
of this attitude were sometimes tragic, semetimes ludicreus,
Distrust and fear ef Indians were ever-present facters,
accented by the cemmen practice ef prejudging the aberigines,
Hew many ef the purperted Indian atrecities may have been
preciplitated by miners in pursuit ef summary justice is an
open questien, When a hunter remained tee leng afield a
punitive expeditlen against the red men was in the wind.
If he turned up unmelested befare Indians were lecated, the
vigilantes disbanded, and tragedy was averted.sgBut it did
net always werk eut this way,

In 1872 Michael Henan's murder in the Pepc Agie Valley
put the settlers! nerves on edge. BRBlamed at first upen
Arapahees, it was prebably the wprk of white herse theives;

60,
but thes effect was just the same. The next day, while the

57 Ibid., p. 179.

58 Street fights were cemmen. <The leader ef the vigi-
lantes whe murdered Black Bear was later killed in ene, Ceutant
(ep. cit. p. 666) 1lists five fatal brawls in one year,

59 Such an incident is related by James Chishelm in
Seuth Pass 1868, Linceln, Untv, ef Nebraska, 1960, pp. 1L8-1L9.

60 Op, cit, Feurth Annual Repert ef the Beard eof Indian
Cemmissieners, 1372, PP. 112-113, The murderers left lmprints
of high heeled beets, indicating that they were whites er
Mexicans, pessibly accempanied by a few Indians,
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search for the murderers was under way, two hunters disappeared,
and their horses supposedly were indentified in Indian hands,
Here, it seemgd, was conclusive evidence that the Indians had
murdered them. A hail of bullets spattered abeut the "guilty"
braves, but they escaped unharmed, with the allegedly stelen
herses, Twe pgrpies, independently organized, set eut in
pursuit; and ene, mistaking the other for the hestile Indians,
fired upen 1t, centinuing te sheot feg a considerable length
of time before discovering its errer, 1Terreri;ed Seouth Pass
residents whe heard the firing sent word te nearby Ft, Stam-
baugh of 300 rampaging Arapahe and Cheyenne warrlers, Zequest-
ing all available treeps and a hewitzer to repel them, )
Meanwhile the two "murdered" hunters rode safely into town en
their own horseg, having seen ne Indians, Miraculeusly, ne
ene, neither white ner Indian, had been killed ner wounded,

Such ini%dents as this in the Sweetwater reglon cast
much doubt upen the validity of the charges against the
Arapahoes.)

One hundred miles away at Rawlins Springs, near the tewn
of Rawlins and the Union Pacific Railroad, feur young Arapahees

lest their lives in a brush with a Sheriff's pesse in 1873.

61 Op. cit, Nickersen, "The Early Histery eof Frement
Ceunty", pp. LI-5.

62 Op. cit. Feurth Annual Report of the Beard ef
Indian Cemmissieners, pp., 112-113,
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The Indians, allegedly out te raid the Utes, were charged
with sheeting a white bey and stealing his horses. Denying
beth accusatiens, they claimed they were attacked by the pesse
and their horses taken without reasen.‘”An investigating
cermittee headed by Territerial Gevernor Campbell, after
hearing beth giges exenerated the whites and declared the
Indigqs guilty. BA study ef the Governer's repert, however,
indicates that the decisien may have been reached befoere tle
hearings were held, The commission, he reported, accepted
the sworn testimeny of the whites rather than the stery teold
by the Indians, as their "gr@verbial disregard for truth"
made it "ef little werth'. + -
Other seurces te which lipplg attentien~@as been paid
also cast doubt upen the verdict ef Arapahe guilt, Celonel
John E, Smith, Cemmendant at_Et./Largmie{ said he dissuaded
all but twenty ef a large group ef Arapahees from going te
Rawlins Springs te bury the feur yeung men, as he feared 6
they Would avenge themselves on an equal number gf whites. >

?h@ pessible punishment @f thgse_wh@ hadvpeypetyated the

outrage against the Indians caused him ne werry, but he

63 Op. cit, Annual Repert, 1873, p. 251,

6& Loc, cit., The Arapahoes were alse accused of vio-
lating the Treaty ef 1868 by their presence ssuth of the
Platte. But as the river flews nearly due north at this
peint, the Indians were west ef it rather than seuth.

65 "Indian Troubles", Annals eof Wyeming, January, 1933,
Pe 757. This is from Smith's letter te nhis superier eofficer
in Omeha, Nebraska, -
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feared that Indian vengeance might be wreaked en innecent
peeple, In like velin the Board“@f Indiqn C@mmissi@ners,

after a visit to Red Cleud Agency, wrote tersely ef the 6
"unjustifiable murder" of peaceable Indians near Rawlins, !

in spite of their @fficial cendemnation by Geverner Campbell's
investigating cemmittee Arapahe guilt at Rawlins Springs was
net a preven fact,

While seeking te aveid cellisiens with the whites, the
Arapshees vented thelr rage fer Black Bear's death upen the
Sheshenes, whem they accused of cemplicity in his murder,

In a raid in 1871 they killed a Sheshene boy, leaving cogp
sticks bghipd as ident};iablg_ev;dence’ef their revenge. °
This represented an example of traditional Indian warfare,
a game of risk in which a mant's prestige was based upen his

skillfat ceunting ceup (t@uchiqg an enemy W;th a coeup st;ck),
taking scalps eor gtealing horses, and getting gwayiunharmed.
This was a game which the whites ceould never understand,
Charged with anether raid in 1873, in which twe Whitg wemen

in the Pepe Agie valley lest their lives, the Arapaheoes

denied the accusatien, Friday centended that they had been in

the vicinity enly ence since Black Bear's death, the time the

66 Tec. cit.

67 Op. cit. Fifth Annual Repert of the Board of
Indian Cemmissioners, 1873, p. 20,

68 Ibid., p. 83. The facts of the raid were reperted
by Friday; and the ceup sticks were found where it had occurred,
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Shoshene bey was killed, It seems unlikely that he withheld
the truth in this, fer on the same occasion he velunteered
the infermatien that a small party @f_Arapahaes{’Cheyennes
and Sioux, out te steal horsez frem the Crews, had killed a
white man in western Montena, 9Evidently uncenvinced in the
Popo Agie valley case, Brunet of the Board ef Indian Cemmissicn-
ers attributed the women's slaying to friends ef the young
Arapahees killed at Rawlins Springs. But the qum;ngﬁpress
and the Bureau ef Indian Affairs blamed it on the éioux,
naming Red Cleud's sen-in-law as ene of the principals.71
Neither Arapahe innecence ner guilt can be definitely
established in the Pepe Agie valley murders, yet twe
significant facts should be noted.. First, the raiders on
this eccasien left no ceup sticks behind, unlike the
traditionalist Arapaheoes in their incursion against the
Shoshenes. Second, Nickersen, whe was in the vicinity when
the mﬁrders occurred{ does not implicatg the Arapahees in
his descriptien of the case, even theugh he had little use
for this tribe of Indians, These facts give suppert te the

claim of Arapahe innecence made by Friday, who enjoys a
reputation ef veracity. ) ]

With the death eof Chief Medicine Man in the winter of
1871-187?, the Arapahees lest one of their strengest influences

for peace. Black Coal, as his successor, was loath te embroil

69 Ibid., p. 26.

70 Lec., cit,

71 Op. cit. Cheyenne Leader, August 15, 1873, and
Annual Report, 1873, p. 0lZ2,
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himself in difficulties with the whites, but felt ne such
compunctiens abeut the Sheshenes, By 1873 his raids against
them were ef common eccurrence, Discemfiting and counting
coup upen them may have been Black Ceal's objectives. Although
he breke dewn the banks eof their pewly—c@nstructed irrigation
ditches, and threatened the werkers in the field, the Govern-
ment farmer who worked with the Shoshones rgported ne casualties,
The treeps, under orders to shoot only in self defense, feund
ne need to resort to fire—arms.Yzlndegd, the field workers
feared theaever-present rattlesnakes 25 a greater menace than
the Arapahees.73 ] ) ] o

In 187L Captain Bates of the United States Army set out
to end Black Cogl's_depredatiens, With a small_cemmgnd of
soldiers and Sheshenes he met the Arapahees abeut ferty miles
east of Thermepolis, Wyoming., Forty te fifty Arapaho braves
were killed, and altheugh they made a ceurageeus stand, when
the sp;diers Withdrew they d@d net attempt te f@llqw.7 With
1100 pe@pleuor legs in t@e Narthern Arapghe»tribe at this
time, the less would be cruelly felt, sufficient reasen,
prebably, for not\pressing'the battle further, It may be,
in addition, that the Indians h?d as little understanding

or stomach for the white man's manner of warfare as he did

for theirs. Whatever the reason, Black Coal's raids were

72 Op, cit. David, p. 257.
73 Ibid., p. 265.

- 74 Op, cit,, Cheyenne Leader, August 5, 187l. This was

the Bates Battle of July L, 187l, Various sources reﬁert from
1,00 to 3000 Indians engaged, although the entire Northern Arapaho

tribe ceuld muster less than L00 fighting men at this time.
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over. Except for seven individuals at the time to the Custer
debacle in 1876, the Nerthern Arapahees never again fought
United States treops,

Pressure on the Indian lands characterized the peried
from 1868 to 1874 to a greater extent than in earlier years.
As mere natural reseurces came teo pgblic atteptieﬁ in the West,
growing numbers eof settlers_logked upen the Ind;ans as an
impediment te pregress, which must somehow be remeved.
Suspecting the red men frequently ef thievery and treachery,
the whites eften judged and acted too hastily, thus laying
themselves eopen to similar ohﬁrggs,«_sometimes stolen horses
allegedly indentified in Indian hands, mersely resembled
herses knewn te belgng @0 whites, ?heugh settlers occasioen-
ally attacked Indians to forestall suspected duplicity, the
latter often had equally valid reasons for fearing them,

The biased reperts ef Indian activities in Wyoming's
press indlcate a perspeqtive-ghargd by many y@ugh frontiere-
men of the area, M@re_than mere grim hgmop promptgd a
journalist writing ef a skirmish near Seuth Pass te say that
no whites "fertunately" nor Indians "unfortunately" were
kil;edf And eonly a pareful pe?uggl of a cp}u@n captiened
"The Indian Murders at Ft. Laramie" would reveal that twe

76

of the three principals in the killing were white men,

75 Ibid., July 6, 1869,
76  Ibid., Jan. 13, 1873,



130

Such reporting of Indian news typifies the times, and makes
it extremely difficult to ferret eut the facts frem a morass
of sensatienal Jjournalism,

Dgspite seme lapses the’peace force among the Norﬁhern
Argpghees was still in ey?denqg frem 1868_te ;874. Small
greups aided their age-leng Cheyenne friends against Federal
treops in 1@68, but mest of the tribe refrained frem warlike
actiens, With the sheck of Black Bear's killing in 187@, the
ferce was badly strained, but did net break, fer the vigi-
lantes responsible ﬁor_hig death were net wiped eut, theugh
it was within the Arapahegs' power to do se. Even after
death removed\MedicineMMan's streng influence fer peace, they
were unwilling te war against the whites, _?hgy must have
realized that the settlers were the real source of many
Arapaho sorrews, yet under Black Coal's leadership they
vented their spite upen theip Shgshgne enemies, Thesg could
share, at least, an understanding of the Indian mede of war-
fare, which the whites could not, ¥Yet it was the ferays
against the Sheshenes which led to their final clash with the
United States treops, in the Bates Battle mentiened abeve
(page 128). Earlier in the peri@d only individuals and small
greups had participated in hestilitiles agalnst the whites,
but it is likely that a large prepertien ef the tribe, with
the exceptien, perhaps, of Friday's band, engaged the seldiers

at this time, in the battle which permanently ended Black
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Coal's belligerent role,

77 There is ne decumentary evidence that Friday ever
feught the whites, Yet, if he was with Black Coal when
Captain Bates attacked, he may have had ne ether cheice,
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Chag. 8 The Secend Sieux War and the Less ef Tribal
Lands, 187,4-1878.

When would the magnificent unceded Indian lands,
especially the mineral-rich Black Hills and Big Herns, fall
into the awaiting hands ef the whites? That was the great
questien in the minds of western settlers frem 187, te 1876..
Certain they were that degpite impeqing_treaty previsiens
and definite Indian eppesitien, they weuld ebtein them. Barred
frem beth areas by the Treaty Q§_1868, they had vielated its
restrictive clauses with few impertant repercussions, In the
autumn of 187&,_after General Custer's reconnalsance party
returned frem its illegal incursien inte the Black Hills, s
greup ef miners went 1in, ;ank twenty-five prespect holes, and
reperted pay-gold in all efﬁthem,l_Others flecked in, until
President Grant, perhaps better aware of Indian agitatlen than
the man in the street, erdered General Croek teo the regien te
drive the progpecters out, and foerestall possiblg.dire cen-
sequences.2 Nene-the-less, interested peeple formed mining
cempanies, and hundreds mere headed for the Black Hills.,
Cheyenne, Wy@mipg, with the advantages ef a jumping-eff peint,
tingled with excitemenp as_@utfitters prepared te share the

3
wealth which ethers might gain,

1 Op. cit, Bancreft, p. ?7&.

2 Martin F, Schmitt (ed.), General Creck, His Aute-
biegraphy, Nerman, Univ. ef Oklahoma Press, 1940 (new editien
T§B%7}BB%. 188-189, ’ ’

3 Op. cit, Bancreft, p. 775.
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Sieux, Cheyennes and Arapahees, appreached by a Special
Commissien in 187, adamantly refused te relinquish their
rights in the Big Horn~Pewder River region. Indeed, the
Indians! unfaverable respense t9 the prepesal cenvinced the
commissien that mere weuld be lost than gained by pressing
the matter, except fer Chris C., Cex, whe insisted that the
Big Herns were of little value te the Indians, and recemmended

abregating the "

obstructive” provisiens of the treaty (these
barring whites from thg desired Indian'lands), thus epening
the Big Hern ares te settlement, Citing_the_agricultural

and mineralegical potentlial eof the unceded territory, he
coentended that in fairness to the people of Wyeming it sheuld
be settled by a "white, enterprising populatien" -- net by
Indians,

Ner was Cex alone in ﬁhis qpini@n.” Uppn his inaugur-
atien in 1875, Geverner Thayer of Wyeming Territery decried
the occupation of the Big Horns and Black Hills by "wild
Indians" whe weuld neither cultivate the sell ner develep
its mineral wealth,7 Upen his urging the TLegislative Assembly
adepted a reselutien requesting Cengress to’yemeve the

unwanted Indians frem the territery, reviling them in the

bitter terms of uncempromising racists (see Chap. 1, ps.17).

Op, cit. Annuasl Repert, 187L, p. 87.

Ly
Y Ibid., p. 90.
6 TLec, cit,

7 Op, cit. Heuse Jeurnal eof the ILegislative Assembly
of the Territory ef Wyeming, 1875, pp. 35-36,
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Acress the border in Nebraska, Agent Saville ef the Red

Cloud Reservation, which serviced Sieux, Northern Arapahees
and Cheyennes, urged the speedy destruction @f game in
Wyoming's hunting lands, thus freeing them fer white settle-
ment, If this could net be arranged by treaty 1t should be
accemplished by ferce.B_iny in this way ceuld hestile Indian
bands be sufficiently pauperized to bring them permanently te
the agencies, )

The Black Hills of western Seuth Dakota and nertheastern
Wyoming were peculiarly fitted to the needs of Indians in
transition frem a hunting te a herding and agricultural ecopomy.g
With grasslands, forestg, sell and water reseurces, theyleft
little tc be desired. The Indian Buresu frankly admitted the
prebability that no other land availlable to the Gevernment for
the use of the Indians was at all comparsble in this respect.lo
Nothing seemed mere legical than retaining these lands fer
Indian usage and develepment, and expending every reasenable
effort te start them en their way to self-suppert ip an area
whichrsieux, Arapahees and Chgyennes already held in cemmen,
as they had for many genergti;ns. But the land was rich in
geld, se some means must be found te dispessess the aberigines

and obtain it for the whites., The mineral rights were not

enoeugh, Since miners had te eat, the agricultural petential

8 Op. cit. Annual Report, 1875, p. 753.

9 1Ibid. p. 8.
10 Lec, cit.
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of the adjacent countryside must alse be controlled and
develeped by the whites.lllf phe Ind;ans were te beceme
herdsmen and farmers as the bureaucrats insisted, they weuld
have te go elsewhere te do se.

In 1375 anether Speclal Commissien met at Red Cleud
Reservatien with the representatives of the Worthern Cheyennes
and Arapahees, and the various bands off Sieux, whe q@mprised
a tribe eof many theusands, with single bands semetimes much
larger than the Qheyenne and Arapahe éribes combined, The
commissioen maderan pffgr qf $6,000,000 te precure the Black
Hills for the Government of the United States, but the Indians
turned it dewn, as they value@ the land at a much higher
figure.lZCeunﬁeriqg with a request fer_$60 to $70 millien,
they asked that the meney be put away at interest, on which
they weuld live Well.l3A1though the Indian Bureau for years
had stressed the desirability ef w}nging!their wards te the
ways of the whites, this indicatien of business acuity was
peerly received by the coemmissioners, hewever admirable it
might have appeared in an ?aste;n-financier. _Thgy_disgustedly
reported that ne werthwhile agreement ceuld be successfully
cencluded in Indian ceuntry by means of a grand ceuncil ef

L
chiefs in the presence of a large body ef Indians, The deal

11 ILec. cit,
12 TIbid., p. 190.
13 1Ibid., p. 198,

1, Ibid., p. 199,
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was drepped; but Indian agitatien over these recurring attempts
te part them from thelr choicest p@ssgssiens did net disappear.
Officials of the Indian Bureau neted with apparent satis-
factien the impunity Wit@_which_5®ldier§, prespecters and
others vielated varieus previsiens ef the Treaty of 1868 (as
already cited), and veiced the epinien that anether general
Indlan war ceuld never eccur, Cenfligting tribal interests,
they reasened, rendered unified actien impessible, and the
advancing settlerments rapidly filled up the country between
the tribes, thus further dividing them.lSCuster's penetration
of the Black Hills had brought ne vielent repercussions frem
the Indians; and the»military camps near Red Cloud and Spetted
Tail Agencies, surreunded by Indians outnumbering the treeps
ten er tgenty te ene, remained, te all appearances, in perfect
safety.l The peace policy, originated in 1868, seemed fully
justified, Results indicated the wisdem of feeding and
parleying with the "unreasening savage", and convincing him
that the Government wished enly for his welfare, but ceuld
alse cempel him te submit te 1aw,l?Seeming success bred smug
assurance.

Few realizedﬂthe exteqt tovwhiqh the success of the peace

pelicy depended upen the telerance of the Indian pepulatien,

15 Ibid., 1874, p. L.

16 Ibid., p. 5. The two agencies were enly L0 miles
apart,

17 Lec. cit,
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ner that a breaking peint might seoen be reached, Yet fer
these whe cared te see, the signs were there, Minnecenjeus,
Sans Arc, Uncpapas, gnd other se-called wild bands ef Sioux,
new te Red Cleud Agency, in 1874 resisted attempts to ceunt
them fer tke issuing ef ratiens, arrested the agent, and
surreunded the centingent of seldiers called te his aid,
holding them helpless until seme seven-hundred regular agency
Indians interceded, and freed the captives.lBA;theugh not
obstrepereus at this time, the regulars, whe had been report-
ing to tthagenqy for years, were far less content te sit

down te the enjoyment of their issues of coffee, sugar and beef
than the Washingten bureaucrats could reali;e.lgln 1875)an
invespigati@q of co?rupt;on and inefficiency at Red Cleud
Agency disclesed shocking conditions, and real distress ameng
the Indiaps.gOSiqu, Nerthern Arapahoes and Nerthern Cheyennes
whe were called upon te testify bmought.these te light, The
Ogallala_Chief Red Cleud, demanding the agent's remeval, made
serious charges, many of which were substantiated by the
investigating cemmission, The testimony of the Arapahe Chief

Black Ceal, and the Cheyenne Chief Little Welf -- largely

verified by ethers -- whilile somewhat milder than that of Red

18 Ibid., p. L5.

19 ‘Indian Commissiener E, P. Smith had eptimistically
prohpecied that the Indians weuld net risk the less of such
agency cemferts for a campaign against the whites, (Op. cit,
Annual Repert, 187l, p. 5.)

20 Red Cloud complained bitterly te Yale geolegist O, C,
Marsh, whe had ceme west te coellect fossils, Marsh contacted
President Grant, whe erdered an investigatien,
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Cleud, still pertrayed a scandaleus picture,

When B}ack Ceal and his Nertherp‘Arapah@es had arrived
at Red Cloud Agency frem their Wyeming'huqﬁigg grounds, they
were very low en feed, clething and tent materials, Although
it was winter, many lackélcevering for their ledge peles, as
the hides had wern eut, and since game was scarce they could
net be replaced.?lDue te the transportatipn difficulties frem
Cheyenné, and the deep snows ef a hard winter, the badly needed
agency rations were in sh@rﬁ supgly. qu were the rapiong
satisfactery when ayai}aple. §pe}led po;k and(m@ldewed coffee
were net unusual; tebacce so streng it caused headaches and
blankets tee shert for a tall man te use were regular iSSues.22
Agent Saville could net have been respensiblg fer all of these
conditiens; few if any were unique te his agency. But serieus
charges had been made against him, and the cemmissieners were
there teo investigate, His Indian census seemed markedly high,
a tempting and lucrative practice at various agencies, fer
an overshipment of geeds and ratiens (assigned te the agencies
en a pepulatien basis) ceuld be prefitably_diSp®sed ef by an
agent and his friends., Saville had, fer example, receorded

1535 Nerthern Arapahoes, a perfectly ridiculeus figure when it

is realized that there were less than twe-thirds ef that

21 Op. cit, Report of the Special Commissien te
Investigate the Affairs of the Red Cloud Agency, p. 449.

22 Ibid., p. 375. This was a part ef Black Ceal's
testimony, translated by Friday, TLittle Welf speke in a
similar vein.
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number te meve te the Wind River Reservat?@n in Wyeming frem
1878 te 1880.23A1th@ugh_they did not preve him guilty of
cerrupt practices, phe cemmissioners concurred in a verdict of
inefficiency, and Saville was removed from office.2u

The Indlan Bureau was soon to realize the prematurity eof
its conclusions that ?he agency Indigns were too content with
their dependency en Gevernment rations te give serious theught
te the warpath as a means ef Impreving their let, Many ef the
regulars, acquainted with agency ways for years past, despite
the sugar, mildewed coffee, spoiled pork and streng tobacco
issued te them, responded to Sitting Bull's challenge and
prepared te pesist the Whites. Hundreds of Sigpx frqm varieus
bands, and sceres of Cheyegnes,_both Nerthern and Seuthern,
deserted the a gencles te cast their lot with the hogtiles.25
Shertly befere the assault en Custer in the Battle of the
Little Big Hern in 1876, a tiny centingent of Neorthern
Arapahees, seven brayesé according te Grinnell, eoffered their
services to the Sieux.2 The latter, suspecting them of spying
for the soldiers, insigtg% that they camp apart until they

could make sure of them.

23 Op, cit, Annual Repert, 1875, p. 752.

2li Repercussions in Washington led te the resignation of
Columbus Delane as Secretary ef the Interier,

25 Op, cit. Vestal, p. 143, Vestal statés that a fair number
of Arapaheecs answered the call, but in this he evidently is
misinfermed, for autherities whe had widér acquaintance with
the Indians participating differ markedly with him in this
respect, See Grinnell, op, cit., p. 347, James McLaughlin,

My Friend the Indian, Besten, Houghton, Mifflin Ce,, 1910,
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The Sieux Chiefs Red Cleud and Spetted Tail stood fer
peace, apparently realizing the power of the whites and the
futility of making a stand against thgm. Spotted Tail werked
particularly te end the belligerencies, Visiting camp after
camp he urged the hestiles to surrender, until the last large

28
band gave up in August, 1877.

Custer's dgbacle on the Little Bingern in 18?6 stim-
ulated to even greater eff@rtg phe gdvecateq ef_the policy_@f
concentrating the western Indians on a few large reservations.
As usual when ulterier metives are important, they effered
ample justificatien fer the prepesal, Secretary of the
Interier Chandler estimated a saving te the Gevernment of
$IQ0,0QO annually in transpertatien cests alene en Indian
suppliesgAm@re@ver,(he was sure that the cwntr@lkapd teaching
of the aberigines would thereby be greatly enhapced.z_9 Further
rationalization depicted the r@placemgnt of tribal custem by
United States' law and court jurisdictilen, and afferding the

Indians greater protection threugh the power of Gevernment

in 1life, liberty and character, thus identifying them legally

p. 130, and E, S, Gedfrey, The Field Diary of Edward Settle
Gedfrey, Portland, Champeeg Press, 1957, p. 347.

26 Op. cit. Grinnell, p. 347.
27 Op, cit, Gedfrey, p. 69.
28 Op, cit, Annual Repert, 1877, pp.—h12-ul3,

29" Op, cit. Report of the Secretary of the Interier,
1876, pp. v and vi.
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with the white citizenry., Yet with such goed reasons readily
available, the actual purpese behind the policy eccasioneally
found its way inte print., A recemmendation te Congress in
1878 requested that bedy te reduce the number of reservatiens
net enly for the benefit of the Indians, through the result-
ant civilizing influences, but alse as a means ef freeing the
bulk ef their lands fer white eccgpancy.Bl

Under the censtant prodding of miners, steckmen, and
agriculturalists who lenged for the red men's lands, the
Indian 6ffice had fer a number of years brought pressure to
bear upon the Nerthern Cheyennes and Arapahees te jein their
southern relatives in Indian Territery. It mattered net that
beth greups eppesed the plgn.BzThe Nerthern Arapahe Chief
Black Coal epitemized thelr feelings in stating that God had
given them the land in the nerth; they had‘all been bern there;
they liked it and had no desire te go south.BBTo compel agree-
ment to the move in 187l, their agent at Red Cloud was
instructed te withheld their annual issue of feed and goeds
until their transfer south., As the Indians remained adamant,

35

the use of treoops was planned to ensure their remeval,

30 Op. cit. #Annual Repert, 1876, p. 388,
31 Ibid., 1878, pp. Lho-Lh2.
32 Ibid., 1874, p. L6,

33" Op. cit. Repoert of the Special Commissien te
Investigate the Affairs of Red Cloud Agency, p. 376.

3, Op, cit, Annual Repert, 187, p. 11.

35 Ibid., p. 97.
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In 1876 similar ceercive measures were applied to these
peaceable Sieux whe remained at Red Cleud and Spetted Tail
Agencies, A Special Commissioen et this time persuaded them
to censider transferrence te Indian Territery, and an Act of
Congrgss forbade any apprepriation for their subsistence
until they agreed te relinquish all lands outside their
permanent reservatiens, inpluding, er course, @he invaluable
Black Hills which they jeint%y held with the HNerthern Cheyennes
and the Nerthern Arapahees. Disarmed as the Indians were,
under the surveillance of treepg{ with scapt @ppmrtgnity for
subsistence in their hunting gmn_mdsg it required ne streke of
genius for a commissien, avéiding a grand ceuncil ef chiefs
in the presence ef thelr peeple, and other mistakes of the
previeus year, to travel frem agency te agency -~ seven in
all -- and ebtain the assent of the headmen of each greup
to the cessien ef their beloved lands, The Gpvernment in
return agreed to furnish subsistence to the Indians until
they could become self-supporting. Although twelve bands
of Sioux and the Nerthern Arapahoesvanducheyennes‘Were
included in the ceompact, the many hundreds still ceunted as

hestiles had ne veice whatever in the matter,

36 Ibid., 1876, p. 333.

37 Ibid., p. 336, The unsuccessful Commissien of 1875,
it may be recalled, blamed their failure en the fact that they
had met with an assembly of chiefs in the presence eof a large
body eof their fellews,
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The Second Sieux War caused postpenement of the transfer
of Northern Arapahees and Cheyennes to the seouth, Now with
belligerencies ended, the Indian Office revived its efforts
to remove them and the égoux to Indian Territpry, where, 1t
was planned, the thre?//ribes, se leng tegether, weuld at
last be separated. Although they were leoath te leave the
nerth, the Ogallala and Brule bands of Sioux yielded te
bureaucratic pressure, and sent delegates te Indian Territery
te examine potential lecations fer thelr bgndg, But a cry
of protest arese in the House and Senate ef the United States,
where the lawmakers expressed their dread of the p®werfu1
Sioux in an interesting way. TFearing that the presence of this
mighty tribe might ruin the chance fer peace ameng both reds
and whites within the general vicinity, they forbade by Act
of Congress the remeval of any pertion of the Sioux te
Indian Territ@ry.BBRed Cloud and Spetted Tail Agencies were
@ransférred instead to Seuth Dakota, within which state moest
of the $ioux teday reside on six reservatioens,

Much against their will the Nerthern Cheyennes were
Terced te go to Indian Territery, where many of them sickened,

as was "always the case" with nerthern Indians, In 1878, Dull

38 Op. cit. Cengressional Record, Ferty-feurth Cengress,
Second Sessi@n,41877, pp. 1017 and 1736, -

39 Eleventh Annual Report of the Boeard of Indian
Cemmissieners, 1879, Washington, Govt. Printing Office, 1880,

D. Ol,
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Knife's band of about 300, disheartened by their situatien,
breke away from the unwanted surreundings and headed n@rth.uo
After weeks ef eluding United States troeps, about half the
band was captured and taken te Ft, Rebinson, Nebraska, as
priseners ef war, In a vain effort te f@;ce their return te
Indian Territery, feed, water and fuel were withheld frem them
in the dead eof winter, until, in a desparate break for free-
dem, 211 were killed, The other half of the band, semewhat
mere fertunate, succeeded in reaching theilr Sieux friends,
They were ultimatgly given g_?eservation on the Tengue River
in seuthern Mentana; and there they still remain,

The Arapahees, in a final recegnition ef their leyalty
-~ ags will be showg be}ow -~ were permitted te remqip in
Wyeming. During the peried from 187l to 1878, characterized
by the alienatien of Indian lands and the spilling ef blood,
their peacéful relation with the United States Geverpment
was practically unimpeachable, and stands in sharp contrast
te the belligerency ef hundreds eof their Sieux and Cheyenne
friends, Great numbers ef the former cast their let with
Sitting Bull and Crazy Herse, while many of the Cheyennes
quietly slipped awey frem Red Cleud Agency in small greups

for the same purpose, But when General Reynelds started in

5

. LO Op, cit., Annual Report, 1878, p. L5,
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pursuit eof Sitting Bull's braves in the late winter ef 1876,
the Nerthern Arapahees, determined te stay ocut ef trouble,
meved from the viecinity of Ft, Fetterman (pear Deuglas,
Wyoming), inte Red Cloud Agency in Nebraska.thverbalancing
the seven Arapahoes who fought Custer's men in the Battle of
the Little Big Hern, twenty-five accompanied General Crook
as scouts in his campaign against the S%oux and Cheyennes.LL2
After Custer's defeat they were prebably Instrumental in
disarming their ewn brethren and ether non-hestiles, as the
reunds of feur agencies were made by the treeps fer this
purpese -- a precaptiona;y measure ~- and Red Cl@ud, where
the Arapahe tribe remained, fell te the let eof General Creok,.
When Creek left Ft. Fettermen in Nevember, 1876, in
pu?suit of Crazy\Hprsé; braves, theiArapah@ and ether Indian
scoeuts were assigned to General McKenzie te assist him in
tracking down Chief Dull Knife's band ef Nerthern Cheyennes,
Indeed, the presence of many Sioux and Cheyennes, in addition
te the Arapahoes in McKenzle's forces, caused grave concern
in a missien such as this, But the misgivings proved unfeunded;

the service of the Indian sceuts, and particularly that of

the Arapaho Chief Sharp Nose, preved invaluable te McKenzie

411 Op, cit. Cheyenne Leader, Mar, 2, 1876,

2 Lec. cit.

L3 Ibid,, Jan. 20, 1877.
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in his surprise attack en Dull Knife's Cheyenne village
during a bitter winter night in Wyeming's Big Horns, This
debacle set the stage for thelir surrender later in the spring.

Through their final years of assscistion with the Sieux
and Cheyennes at Red Cloud Agency, desplte unsatisfactery
treaty issues ef foed and goeds, despite the usurpation of
their lands, and»despite phe last dgsp?ratg effort ef Sitting
Bull and Crazy Herse to change the course of plains Indian
history, the Northern Arapshoes kent peace with the“Gavernment
of the United States., Although many hundreds of Sieux and
Cheyennes were drawn inte the cenflict, the Arapahees, as their
agent stated, remained leyal, almest te the man,

The peaceable dispositiop of @he Norphern Arapahoes
finally gained official recegnitien, Fearful ef thelr
pr@jected meve teo the south new that peace had returned to
the plains, a delegation journeyed to_Waghingtop with the
earnest plea that they be permitted to reside on the Wind
River Reservatien in Wyeming, rather than making the dreaded
transfer te Indian Territery, and in cognizance ef their
abstinence frem hestilities against the United States, the
President granted their request, The Shoshenes, whe eccupied

the Wind River Reservation, consented alse, and in August, 1878,

Iy TLoec, cit, Sharp Nose was at this time second in
impertance to Black Ceal among the Nerthern Arapahees,

45 Op, cit. Annual Report, 1877, p. L15,

L6 Ibid., p. 19.
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900 Nerthern Arapahees arrived for permanent residence,

L7 Ibid., 1879, pp. 166 and 22li, The Annual Repert of
1877 gave the Nerthern Arapahoé census as 1100 souls, perhaps
a little high, Twe er three small bands may have been hunting
or visiting elsewhere at the time of the transfer to Wyoming,
and meved later te the Reservation, for it is known that
semewhat mere than 900 eventually arrived.




1,8
Chap. 9 The End of the Trail, 1879.

 Conceived by President Fillmoere in 1849, the Indian
peace pelicy preduced the Ft.hﬁaramig ?regty of }85}! With
the hopeful premise of a new era, Based upen the suppesition
that kindness and fa}r—deal}ng would win the faith of the
Indians fer the United States Government, its advecates
expected them to abanden their nomadic life and rapidly replace
it with the white man's cilvilization, whese advantages, they
felt, weuld be speedily recognized and accepted. As the red
men became depepdqnt upon gnpual issues of f@@d, clothing and
other necessities, they would be amenable to the will of the
Government. Three main ebstacles, unforeseen at the time,
prevented the fruition ef this hepe, and breught the p}ains
Indians te the end of the trall of their eld, free life
without equ@pping th@m @@r a ;uccessful adaptatiop to thg
challenges of an alien culture, These were the Indian pelicy
of the Federal Government, public hestility toward the red
men, and the leve of the latter fer their own institutiens
and traditiens.

With little understanding of the people with whem they
dealt, the Federal Government folleowed a policy which was
consistent ig only ene respect -- the obliteration of Indian-
heod, the destruction of a culture., Beginning with the
sincere intentien ef guiding the Indians threugh a transition
pe?ied te se}f—supp@rt by agricglture, the best inte?estsef

the aborigines were seon leost te view as the clamer of settlers
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for their land and reseurces resulﬁed in pressure which the
Federal Government ceuld noet withstand, As the mere arable
lands came under white centrel, thg”Indiap_Officeﬂmade feeble
attempts te teach its wards te farm, but under such unfaverable
cenditiens of climate and seil that the efferts were usually
foredoomed. Although the Indian Bureau recognized the Black
Hills region as one of unusual excellence in which te develop
a grazing industry smeng the asberigines, it spared no efferts
te transfer its seil and invaluable resources te the settlers
eof the West, As with so many of their most useful lands,
the Indians could not retain this area to help them en their
way to self—supp@rt. ) N

Fr@m“1868 te_1876 peace pelicy advecates claimed success
in dealing with the Indians, but almest inevitably the whites,
rather than the native bisen hunters, enjeyed the benefits ef
this success, While pure?ucratsugpoke p}gt;tngs gﬁvphe
advantageg_accruing ?e“ﬁhe indians from placement upen limited
reservations, they pushed plans te transfer large tracts of
their tribal hoeldings te the mere enterprising race, Selemn
treaty pledggé_eftgg failed te materialize; scheols premised
te the Northern Arapahees by the Treaty of 1868_appeared_
only after ten leng years and anether Indian war, A teacher
arrived in the fall of 18?8,1follewed finally by the epening

of classes in Janusry, 1879,

1 Op., cit., Annual Repert, 1879, pp. 166-167.
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Of the irritants which fostered insecurity ameng the
Indians and kept their nerves on edge, the reole of the military
in Government pelicy ranks high, Acknewledgﬁng its inefficacy
in 1849, Cengress transferred the Indian Bureau frem the War
Department te that of the Interieor, yet this, unfoertunately,
did not sufficiently minimize its Impoertance as an ipstrument
of pelicy, a situatien which the Indians understeed and deeply
resented. . o ]

In 1853, Th@masiFitzpatpick{ a man respected for his
falrness te the Indians, warned of their agltatlien ever the
presence of trogps_;p their vigin}ty. Convinced ﬁhat thgy
destroyed timber, scared off game, excited hestile feelings,
and afferded a rendezvous for worthless and trifling char-
acters, the Indians felt uneasy in their proximity.% Twenty
years later, on the basis ef discussion with various tribal
groups, Powell and Ingalls of the Bpard of Indian Cemmissien-
ers reported\that opp@sipion to reservatien lifg was pased
primarily upen Indian dread of the seldiers, whose very name
synonemized evil, Social dgmcrali;atien and venereal diseases
followed in their wake. "We do net wish te give our women to
the embrace of ;he‘soldieﬁs," the Indians declared.

As Cemmanqer_of United States forces in the West, General

Phil Sheridan enly added to their fears when, in June, 1869,

2 Inid., 1853, p. 362,
3 Ibid., 1873, p. Lh3.
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he officially erdered that the Indlans off the limits of their
reservations should be under the exclusive jurisdictilen of the
military, and weuld usually be considered hostile.- This he
directed in spite of the rights, guaranteed to them by Treaty,
to hunt and rsam in varigus placegneff their reservatiens,
Whether in ignerance or disrega?d of Indian bitterpess
teward thg military, when peace was resﬁgred in 1878 the Heouse
ef Representatives agproved a bill to return the In@ian Bureau

te the War Department, Indian reactien, as might well have

5

been expected,ﬂwas ene of ag%ta?eq and unqualified eppesition.
Fertunapely the Senate held up the bill, pending study and
investigatien, It never bepame law,

In testifying befere an Investigating cemmissien in 1875,
Chief Black Ceal eof the Nerthern Arapahoes tersely expressed
the feelings ef the red men teward the military. He speke

as fellews:

"We used to live first rate befere the soldiers came to

this coeuntry; when they came the first thing they did was to
try te raise a war, We used to travel with the old mountain-
eers, but since the seldiers came to this ceuntry they have

speiled everything and want war.

- o

I have heerd something abeut changing the agent we have
new, We don't want a military officer for an agent., We want
a citizen, the same as we have now,"6

L Ibid., 1876, p. 3LO.
5 Ibid., 1878, pp. 9-10.

6 Op. cit. Repert ef the Special Cemmissien to
Tnvestigate the Affairs ef Red Cloud Agency, July, 18075, DPpP.
376-377. Friday interpreted fer Rlack Ceal,
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As settlers and fertune-seekers flocked inte the West,
encroaching upen the Indian demain, public hestility teward
the abeorigines engendered censtant pressure upen Congress and
the Indian Bureau te alienate mere lands frem their nemadic
ewners, _They_greatly rgsented the legal bars which kept them
frem develeping the reseurces‘which, they believed, the Indians
would never put te preper use, Tpgs Indian treaties, in effect,
were made enly_te be breken, Thppgh often called finalities,
they were frequently mere egpediencigs;_white civilization
found them as barriers in the way, se they ceuld net stand,

As frequent and rapid changes eccurred, the Indians were the
victims ef great ipjustices.7h )

With the end ef the Indian war in 1877, the settlers
rejoiced at the unfettering of the frentler, for, as the red
men were shunted en te reservations the unceded lands north
of the Platte, where they had hunted and reamed, were threwn
open te the steckmen, Freed at lgst frem the legal restraints
which had bound them, they now drove cattle and sheep acress
the river te graze en land which fer years they had wistfully

eyed. At this time the white pepulation ef Wyeming Territory

7 Op, cit. Repert of the Secretary of the Interier,
1877, p. ix. <This cobservation was made by Secretary ef the
Interier Carl Schurz.

8 Ri. E. Strayhern, The Handbeeék eof Wyeming and Guide
te the Black Hills and Big Hern Reglons, Chicage, Knight
and Leenard, 1077, pp. 20-21.
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had increased to 20,000 eor more., The figure cempares roughly
to the number ef friendly Indians repertedly served by the
agencies ef the regien in 1876) whe were new stripped of the
bulk ef their tribal lands by a moere aggressive peeple.lo
Frem the time ef_their final placement ep_the Wind River
Reservatien in Wyeming in the fall ef 1878, rumers ef a
planned upris;ng ?mong_tpe N@rphern Ayapahoes gbeunded._
Charactgrizing the steries as spurieus, their agent added
that many frentiersmen would be glad te see such an Insurr-
gcti?nelllt weuld, ef ceurse, have afferded the desired excuse
te ferce the Indians finally out_@f‘Wygming,‘anqvturn ever
their reservatien lands, with ranges for livesteck and lrri-
gatien fer agriculture, te the coveteus whites, ]
Finally, the Indian way of life, coupled wilth the two
@bstaéles“alreqdy reviewed, cemprised an almest insurmeuntable
barrier te a smoeth transitien frem the hunting te a grazing,
agricultural, er industrial liveliheed, With little apprec-
iatien fer the Indian peint of view, thousands ef Americans,
officials and laymen: alike, expected him te abanden 2 culture

which satigfied his secial agd Qmetienal negdsl and surrender

the majoer part eof his lands as well, Obvieusly, the peried

9 Op. cit., Annusl Repert, 1878, p. 1182,

10 Op, cit, "Eighth Annual Repert of the Beard of
Indian Cemmissioners, 1070, P. 171,

11 Op. cit. #nnual Repert, 1881, p. 183.
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anticipated fer the adaptatian proyed teo short; and even

new, 115 years after the Ft, Lgramie Treaty of 1851, the

transfermation is incempletg. Justly proud ef the faith of

their fathers -- their ewn hereditary culture -- many Indians

are not content te exist merely as dark-skinned white men,
Gene, of course, 1s the free hunting and reaming life

of the elden time, to which the Indians clung until their

game supply haq §hruqk dangg;egs}y, gnd they were penned up

en reservatiens se the whites could settle en their lands,l2

But their ledges er sedalities, and the hierarchical structure

of their seclety remained for many years, As recently as 1939

it had net entirely disappegred.lBEven today the Nerthern

Arapshees held their Offerings Lodge_@r_Sun Dance -- s

religious ceremeny ef tribal significance -- with annual

regularity en thewwind»Rivqr Reservation in Wyeming, Altheugh

the pre—peservation Arapahees hgve passed away, and some

changes have necessarily eccurred, 1t remains Indian in all

essentials, with its stress upen the necessities of 1life --

feod, water, earth and sun. These whe enter 1t still de se

12" Op, cit. Annual Repert, 1878, p. 118l., In October,
1878, Geverner John W. Heyt of Wyeming Territery, regienal
Superintendent of Indian Affairs, gaveée this as the real reason
fer assigning Indisns te reservations,

13 Op. cit. Murphy, persenal netes.
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-

by ceremonial vew, prepared for the ordeal of three and one-
half days ef rituals with neither foed ner drink, under the
het July sun.lLL

Despite»the optimism feor a camparatiyely painless
transitien peried anticipated in 1851, the Northern Arapahees,
Nerthern Cheyennes and_the great Sioux group feun@ themselves
confined en reservations in‘1879, their nomadic mede eof life
essentially a thing of the past, but with little of a
constructive nature te take its place, ner te inspire
confidence fer the future, Barggly dependent upen the
Government for the necessities of life, they were little mere
than started on the long, weary read which they must follew
befere the desired adaptations_could be made,

During the peried ef dispessessien between the first
Ft. Laramie Treaty and their eventual confinement, the
Nerthern Arapahees generally displayed an attitude of peace-
ful intentiens teward the Upited“Statesvgevernmgnt. They
remained sleef frem the Sieux campaign ef 1855 and the
Cheyenne hestilities ef 1857, Even after phivington's‘
trgacher@ug attqu on Southeyn Argpahees and Cheyennes at_
Sand Creek, Colerade in 186l, an action which shattered the
faith ef mest Indians in the white man's purpeses, enly Black

Bear's band of Nerthern Arapahoes joined Sieux and Cheyennes

1, Theé 1930s and early 19,0s saw the passiiig ef the
remnant ef pre-reservation Arapahoes, Nakash (Sage), ever
90 years of age, was ameng the last of these teo go.
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in thelr retaliatery depredations, Chiefs Friday and Medicine
Man amply demonstratedAthgir pyeference fer peace, The former
was first to respend to Gevernor Evans' effer ef pretectien to
friendly Indians who weuld repert teo designated peints, and
the latter meved the tribe's largest band frem their hunting
grounds te seuthern Wyeming in acceptance of the invitation,
after the Sand Creek affair had sent more than a theusand
braves upen the warpath, ] _

When in 1865 Qovernment'troops cqrried the war~into their
hunting greunds, mere Arapahoes than merely Black Bqa?js band
probably became invelved, as they felt themselves forcéd to
fight, Unfertunately no recerds indicate whether Medicine Man's
mederating influence prevailed upen 1,0 te 150 followers to
keep the peace, alth@ugh this mgny~remaigedﬂin the Big Horns
with him when the knewn belligerents reperted te Ft, Laramie
te sign the Treaty of 1868, which ended the war., Friday's
band stayed threugheut this time in the Cache la Peudre in
Colerade, many miles frem the scene of battle,

In the distressing days ef ;879, after the unjustified
slaying of Black Bear and his unarmed party, the Nerthern
Arapahees refrained frem viclent retaliatien against the
whites, but left the Wind River region eof Wyeming feor the
Milk River Agency in lontana,

Follewing the death eof Medicine Man in the winter of
1871-1872, Black Coal, his successer as the major chief of

the tribe, raided the Shoshones recurrently on their Wyeming
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reservatioen, until stepped by United Statgs treops in the
Bates'_Battle_ofﬂlB?h. This marked the end of armed conflict
between»the Nerthern Arapgha tribe and Government seldiers,
Seven individuals enly, jeined the hostiles against Custer
en the Little Big Horn, whereas twenty-five served a s sceuts
under Generals Crosk and McKenzie in the Secend Sieux War,

After the Arapahees were gssigned ?o_a rgservatimn ;n
Wyeming in 1878, Territorial Governer Heyt visited them te
investigate insidieus ruriors of insurrection which were commen
tslk throughout the region. Consultatiens with members of
their tribe, as well as the Shoshones, whe shared the same
reservatien, cenvinced him that the fears were groundless, 6
as he found evidence of only peaceful intenti&ns ameng them.1
Their agent, alse, was satisfied with their quiet, peaceable
cenduct., This characteristic was noted again in 1881, the
year that Friday died, when they Werg described as friendly
and peaceable "toward al%hmankind,"?

An incident which eccurred about 1879 further sub-

stantietes thiskgicture of the Nerthern Arapahoes g8

friendly and peaceable teward all, A small band ef Sheshenes,

15 The Arapahees had charged the Shoshones with duplicity
in Bleck Bear's death in 187OL

16 Op, cit. Annual Repert, 1878, pp. 1182-1183.
17 Ibid., p. 651,

18 Ibid., 1881, p. 183.
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having traveled all day threugh snow and wind in the Standing
Reck region of the Daketas, came at evening upen many tipis,
where meat hung drying upen poles, Net knowing whether the
Indians encamped there were friends er enemies, they teek

the chance that they might be given foed., A hunting party

of Arapahees -- leng thelr eneﬁies -~ made them welceme,
divided them ameng their varileus tipis, filled their hungry
stomachs with beiled buffalo meat, and ledged them for the
night.lgBefore the Sheshenes meved on in the merning, the
Arapahoes who had fed and ledged these traditional enemies,
warned them in signdlanguage t@_uge_great care in leaving,

as many Sieux were camped te the nerthwest of them, and there

20
they might be far less welcome,

19 D, B, Shimkin, "Childhood and Develepment anang the
Wind River Shesh@ne,“ Anthrop@log;cal Records, v. Berkele
and Los Angeles, University of Califernia, Press 19&3, p. 31
This incident was related by Pive Brown, a Sheshone whe 11ved
until 1938,

20 Lec, cit.
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