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S u p e r v i s o r : P r o f e s s o r Douglas P. Ormrod 

ABSTRACT 

I n greenhouse and c o n t r o l l e d environment e x p e r i m e n t s , 

the i n f l u e n c e s o f t e m p e r a t u r e , P n u t r i t i o n - , and f o l i a r s p r a y s 

o f 3 growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s on the growth, y i e l d and 

m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n o f Pisum s a t i v u m L. cv. Dark S k i n P e r f e c t i o n 

were i n v e s t i g a t e d . The u t i l i z a t i o n o f P under 4 a i r and s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e regimes w i t h i n the p h y s i o l o g i c a l range was a l s o 

s t u d i e d . The d w a r f i n g e f f e c t o f h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e was r e l a t e d 

t o t h a t due t o r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f growth r e t a r d i n g 

c h e m i c a l s . 

Banded P f e r t i l i z e r , a p p l i e d a t r a t e s o f up t o 352 l b . 

p e r a c r e , i n c r e a s e d p l a n t growth, pea y i e l d and t h e uptake o f 

N, P, K, Ca and Mg. P i n c r e a s e d t h e t o t a l c o n t e n t s o f a l l 

5 m i n e r a l s i n a l l 3 t i s s u e s ( v i n e , pod and pea s e e d ) , but had 

m u l t i p l e e f f e c t s on m i n e r a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n s . E f f i c i e n c y of P i n 

p r o d u c i n g pea y i e l d i n c r e a s e was maximum a t t h e 44 l b . p e r a c r e 

r a t e . 

The h i g h a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 30° d e c r e a s e d growth,, 

pea y i e l d , and t o t a l m i n e r a l u p t a k e , compared w i t h a tempera­

t u r e o f 21°. The h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e o f 18° i n c r e a s e d t h e s e 

3 groups o f v a r i a b l e s , as compared w i t h a temperature o f 10°. 

I n c r e a s e s i n m i n e r a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n a t the h i g h a i r t emperature 

were l a r g e l y due t o " c o n c e n t r a t i o n e f f e c t s ' ' r e s u l t i n g from 
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s m a l l e r p l a n t s . I n c r e a s e s due t o t h e h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e 

were a b s o l u t e because they o c c u r r e d even i n b i g g e r p l a n t s . 

I n c r e a s e i n m i n e r a l uptake a t the h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e was not 

due t o i n c r e a s e d r o o t growth, but was a r e s u l t o f i n c r e a s e d meta­

b o l i c a c t i v i t y . The e f f e c t o f s o i l t e mperature on t o t a l a b s o r p t i o n 

was g r e a t e r t h a n on t r a n s l o c a t i o n i n t o the pea seed. 

( 2 - c h l o r o e t h y l ) trimethylammonium c h l o r i d e ( C y c o c e l ) a t 

1 ppm was t h e most e f f e c t i v e i n terms of growth and y i e l d s t i m u l a t i o n . 

2 , 4 - d i c h l o r o b e n z y l t r i b u t y l p h o s p h o n i u m c h l o r i d e (Phosfon) a t 100 ppm 

was t h e most e f f e c t i v e w i t h r e s p e c t t o growth r e t a r d a t i o n , but 

markedly d e c r e a s e d pea y i e l d . N-N-dimethylamino s u c c i n a m i c a c i d 

(B-Nine) a t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f 1 and 100 ppm was i n e f f e c t i v e i n 

a l t e r i n g growth p a t t e r n . E f f e c t s o f the growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s 

on m i n e r a l uptake l a r g e l y r e f l e c t e d p l a n t s i z e d i f f e r e n c e s , and 

were not a b s o l u t e e f f e c t s . C y c o c e l and Phosfon a t low c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n s a r e p r o m i s i n g f o r use i n a r r e s t i n g e x c e s s i v e v e g e t a t i v e growth 

and i t s a t t e n d a n t p r o b l e m s , and i n i n c r e a s i n g pea y i e l d w i t h o u t 

d e f o r m a t i v e e f f e c t s . 

The e f f e c t s o f r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f C y c o c e l 

and Phosfon were s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o f h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s w i t h r e s p e c t 

t o p l a n t d w a r f i n g , changes i n m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n and a l t e r a t i o n i n 

t h e l e v e l s o f G l u c o s e , G - l - P , G-6-P, F-6-P, F l , 6 - P , ADP and ATP. 

I t appears t h a t h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s 

and h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s d e p r e s s p l a n t growth by r e d u c i n g the u t i l i z a ­

t i o n o f ATP i n t h e p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n o f s u g a r s , i n t h e g l y c o l y t i c 

sequence. 
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The n e a r e s t - o p t i m a l a i r and s o i l t e m perature regime 

f o r p l a n t growth and m i n e r a l uptake was the 21/13/18° d a y / n i g h t / s o i l . 

F o r u n i f o r m i t y i n the nomenclature o f p l a n t growth r e g u l a t o r s , i t 

i s s u g g e s t e d t h a t growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s be c a l l e d "RETARDINS". 
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1 

INTRODUCTION 

The pea (Pisum s a t i v u m L.) i s a c o o l weather s p e c i e s , 

grown e x t e n s i v e l y i n the Lower M a i n l a n d o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , i n 

n o r t h w e s t e r n Washington S t a t e , G r e a t B r i t a i n and A u s t r a l i a . 

Combined acreage i n B r i t i s h Columbia and Washington i s o v e r 

6 0,000. Two i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r s l i m i t i n g pea y i e l d a r e warm 

te m p e r a t u r e s and d e f i c i e n c y o f p l a n t n u t r i e n t s , n o t a b l y phosphorus. 

The c l i m a t e o f the pea-growing a r e a s o f B r i t i s h Columbia 

and Washington i s v a r i a b l e , not o n l y from e a s t t o west but a l s o 

from y e a r t o y e a r . I t has been e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h e x p e r i m e n t s a t 

the A g a s s i z Research S t a t i o n and a t the U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h 

C o l umbia, over 3 s e a s o n s , t h a t a s m a l l d i f f e r e n c e i n the mean 

tem p e r a t u r e o f t h e growing season can a f f e c t y i e l d s s i g n i f i c a n t l y . 

T h i s means t h a t t h e c o o l e r weather near the sea c o a s t a l l o w s f o r 

a l o n g e r growing season t h a n does t h e weather o f a r e a s f a r t h e r 

i n l a n d where h i g h e r t e m p e r a t u r e s may de c r e a s e y i e l d s . On the 

o t h e r hand the l a t t e r may be more f a v o u r a b l e f o r e a r l y s p r i n g 

p l a n t i n g . 

Phosphorus f e r t i l i z a t i o n has l e d t o . c o n s i d e r a b l e 

i n c r e a s e s i n y i e l d because most s o i l s i n the pea-growing 

a r e a s are p h o s p h o r u s - d e f i c i e n t . H i g h e r pea y i e l d s due t o 

phosphorus f e r t i l i z a t i o n are a l s o accompanied by s l i g h t l y 

h i g h e r p e a : v i n e r a t i o , so t h a t l e s s v i n e i s h a n d l e d p e r u n i t 

of peas h a r v e s t e d . 

Phosphorus i s f r e q u e n t l y d e f i c i e n t i n the s o i l s o f 

the Lower M a i n l a n d o f B r i t i s h C o lumbia, and v a l u e s lower t h a n 
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10 pounds a v a i l a b l e P p e r a c r e have been r e p o r t e d . E xperiments 

are t h e r e f o r e n e c e s s a r y t o c l a r i f y the s e p a r a t e e f f e c t s o f a i r 

and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s on the response o f peas t o phosphorus 

added t o a d e f i c i e n t s o i l . F o r example, i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t 

e a r l y p l a n t i n g i n c o l d e r s o i l s may r e q u i r e more phosphorus 

f e r t i l i z e r t h a n f o r warmer s o i l s , o r t h a t phosphorus f e r t i l i z a ­

t i o n c o u l d o f f s e t some o f the adverse e f f e c t s o f h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s 

i n warm pea-growing a r e a s . 

Many ex p e r i m e n t s have been c a r r i e d out t o e s t a b l i s h 

optimum a i r or optimum s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e f o r the growth o f 

peas. However, the combined e f f e c t s o f a i r and s o i l tempera­

t u r e s , and the response t o phosphorus f e r t i l i z a t i o n as an i n t e r ­

a c t i n g f a c t o r have had l i t t l e i n v e s t i g a t i o n . Much o f the 

i n f o r m a t i o n about the r e l a t i v e i mportance o f the shoot and 

r o o t t e m p e r a t u r e s has been o b t a i n e d , t h e r e f o r e , i n d i r e c t l y . 

A l s o , most o f the e x p e r i m e n t s r e p o r t e d h i t h e r t o were not 

c a r r i e d out a t d i f f e r e n t s t a g e s o f growth, but u s u a l l y a t one 

growth s t a g e ; and have a l s o s c a r c e l y been c a r r i e d out t o c r o p 

m a t u r i t y t o e l u c i d a t e m i n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e r n s i n t h e 

d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f t h e WHOLE, SOIL-GROWN p l a n t . 

I t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s may 

be used t o a c h i e v e a r e d u c t i o n o f the p l a n t v i n e and c o n s e q u e n t l y 

t o reduce problems a s s o c i a t e d w i t h e x c e s s i v e v e g e t a t i v e growth 

w i t h o u t r e d u c i n g pea y i e l d , o r perhaps p r o m o t i n g y i e l d . 

The garden pea was chosen because o f i t s r e l a t i v e 

homogeneity o f p o p u l a t i o n s , e a s i l y o b s e r v a b l e m o r p h o l o g i c a l 
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c h a r a c t e r s , e l o n g a t e stem growth u s e f u l f o r n u t r i e n t a b s o r p t i o n 

and t r a n s l o a t i o n s t u d i e s , and i t s i n c r e a s i n g economic importance 

i n the a g r i c u l t u r a l i n d u s t r y o f the Lower M a i n l a n d o f B r i t i s h 

Columbia and e l s e w h e r e . The c u l t i v a r Dark S k i n P e r f e c t i o n 

was used because o f i t s wide commercial a c c e p t a n c e based on 

a r e l a t i v e l y h i g h p e a : v i n e r a t i o , medium h e i g h t and t e n d e r n e s s 

o f peas. 

The s p e c i f i c o b j e c t i v e s o f the p r e s e n t s t u d i e s were: 

t o d e t e r m i n e the e f f e c t s o f a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s on: 

1. Growth c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and y i e l d f a c t o r s . 

2. Phosphorus uptake a t 3 p r e - f r u i t i n g s t a g e s , and d i s t r i b u t i o n 

i n the d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f the p l a n t a t c r o p m a t u r i t y . 

3. The i n f l u e n c e o f a p p l i e d phosphorus on the uptake and 

d i s t r i b u t i o n o f N, K, Ca and Mg; and a l s o t o d e t e r m i n e : 

4. Optimum a i r and s o i l t e m perature c o m b i n a t i o n f o r e f f i c i e n t 

p r o d u c t i o n o f peas and u t i l i z a t i o n o f p l a n t n u t r i e n t s . 

5. Comparative r e s p o n s e s o f the p l a n t t o low c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

o f 3 growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s : C y c o c e l , Phosfon and 

B-Nine. 

6. P o s s i b l e d i f f e r e n c e s i n phosphorus u t i l i z a t i o n as r e f l e c t e d 

by some s p e c i f i c m e t a b o l i c p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds. 

7. P o s s i b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p s between te m p e r a t u r e r e s p o n s e s and 

growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l r e s p o n s e s , s i n c e t h e d w a r f i n g 

e f f e c t s o f h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e on the pea p l a n t are m o r p h o l o g i ­

c a l l y s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o f growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s on 

many p l a n t s . 
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1. REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A. TEMPERATURE AMD PLANT GROWTH 

1.1 G e n e r a l A s p e c t s o f Temperature and P l a n t Growth P r o c e s s e s 

An i n c r e a s e o f tem p e r a t u r e almost i n v a r i a b l y i n c r e a s e s 

t h e r a t e o f a c h e m i c a l r e a c t i o n . For a homogeneous system i t i s 

known t h a t the r a t e i s d o u b l e d o r t r e b l e d f o r each 10° r i s e 

o f t e m p e r a t u r e , and even f o r many heterogeneous p u r e l y c h e m i c a l 

r e a c t i o n s . The a p p l i c a t i o n o f i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d w i t h i s o l a t e d 

c h e m i c a l r e a c t i o n s t o the complex c h e m i s t r y o f a l i v i n g p l a n t i s 

d i f f i c u l t ; i t i s i n f a c t dangerous t o t h i n k o f p l a n t growth i n 

terms o f s i m p l e c h e m i c a l r e a c t i o n s , o r t o a p p l y d i r e c t l y 

i n f o r m a t i o n o b t a i n e d w i t h i s o l a t e d enzyme systems ( N i e l s e n and 

Humphries, 1965). 

N e v e r t h e l e s s , a l l r e a c t i o n s o c c u r r i n g i n p l a n t c e l l s 

f o l l o w the b a s i c laws o f thermodynamics and r a t e theory.; t h a t 

i s , an i n c r e a s e i n p l a n t growth p r o c e s s e s w i t h i n c r e a s e i n 

t e m p e r a t u r e , from a minimum where t h e r e i s r e l a t i v e i n a c t i v i t y 

up t o a maximum beyond which growth i s hampered m a i n l y due t o 

the d e n a t u r a t i o n o f p r o t e i n s . However, the p l a n t b e i n g a l i v i n g -

e n t i t y made up o f complex c o n s t i t u e n t s , s u r v i v e s i n most c a s e s , 

v a r i a t i o n s and f l u c t u a t i o n s i n t e m p e r a t u r e . I t i s thought 

t h a t one o f the main defence mechanisms p l a n t c e l l s may posses s 

t o r e s i s t t h e d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t s o f low o r h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s , 

i s t he development o f p r o t o p l a s m which can r e s i s t t he c h e m i c a l 

and p h y s i c a l a s p e c t s o f t h e s e t e m p e r a t u r e s . 
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To add t o the c o m p l e x i t y o f p l a n t r e sponse t o 

t e m p e r a t u r e , i t i s known t h a t optimum tem p e r a t u r e f o r 

growth i s a f f e c t e d as much by the medium used t o grow 

p l a n t s as i t i s by t h e s u p p l y o f n u t r i e n t s a v a i l a b l e and t h e i r 

placement i n s o i l s ( K n o l l et_ a l . , 1964:. Brouwer, 1959 ). 

An optimum has t h e r e f o r e been c o n s i d e r e d t o be 

the r e s u l t o f 2 o p p o s i n g mechanisms a t work i n a p l a n t , one 

s y n t h e t i c and the o t h e r d e g r a d a t i v e . A t c o o l t e m p e r a t u r e s the 

d e g r a d a t i v e mechanism, l a r g e l y r e s p i r a t i o n , i s slowed down 

more than the s y n t h e t i c , l a r g e l y p h o t o s y n t h e s i s . As tempera­

t u r e s a r e r a i s e d , the r a t e s o f both the s y n t h e t i c and degrada­

t i v e p r o c e s s e s i n c r e a s e , the l a t t e r more r a p i d l y u n t i l a 

compensation t e m p e r a t u r e i s a t t a i n e d above which t h e r e i s a 

n e t l o s s o f d r y m a t t e r . E x c e p t i o n s t o t h i s g e n e r a l r u l e w i l l , 

o f c o u r s e , o c c u r i n the case o f p l a n t s such as c o r n and suga r ­

cane which have no r e s p i r a t i o n i n the l i g h t (Downton and 

Tregunna, 1968). 

I n a c t i v a t i o n o f c e r t a i n enzyme systems may o c c u r 

a t t e m p e r a t u r e s w e l l below t h a t a t which p r o t e i n s a r e 

d e n a t u r e d (about 60°). As a r e s u l t c e r t a i n m e t a b o l i t e s may 

not be produced and p l a n t growth w i l l be reduced (Bonner, 

1957). Hence the s u p p l y o f c a r b o h y d r a t e s and e s s e n t i a l 

m e t a b o l i t e s may w e l l be the d e t e r m i n i n g f a c t o r s i n e s t a b l i s h ­

i n g optimum t e m p e r a t u r e s f o r p l a n t growth. Weissman (1964), 

f o r example, s u g g e s t e d t h a t l e a v e s are dependent t o a con­

s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t on amino a c i d c o n s t i t u e n t s produced i n t h e 

r o o t s , f o r b u i l d i n g up p r o t e i n . He f u r t h e r s u g g e s t e d t h a t 
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amino a c i d s a re s y n t h e s i z e d o n l y i n the r o o t . From t h i s i t 

i s r e a s o n a b l e t o suggest t h a t s o i l t emperature i s as l i m i t i n g 

a s , i f not more l i m i t i n g t h a n , a i r t e m p e r a t u r e , f o r p l a n t 

growth. 

1.. 2 S o i l Temperature, and P l a n t Growth 

The s o i l i s a dynamic n a t u r a l body c o n s i s t i n g o f 

the weathered and b i o l o g i c a l l y molded upper p a r t o f the 

r e g o l i t h (Buckman and Brady, 1960). S o i l t e m p e r a t u r e e x e r t s 

i t s i n f l u e n c e on p l a n t growth through i t s p h y s i c a l , c h e m i c a l 

and b i o l o g i c a l e f f e c t s on r o o t growth. Some o f t h e c h e m i c a l 

r e a c t i o n s i n the s o i l which a re i n f l u e n c e d by temp e r a t u r e a re 

h y d r a t i o n , h y d r o l y s i s , o x i d a t i o n , c a r b o n a t i o n and s o l u t i o n . 

One o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t p h y s i c a l f a c t o r s i n f l u e n c e d 

by s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e i s the v i s c o s i t y o f w a t e r . As t h e 

tem p e r a t u r e i s i n c r e a s e d t h e number o f hydrogen bonds i n 

wate r d i m i n i s h e s because o f t h e r m a l movements o f t h e m o l e c u l e s , 

and t h e r e f o r e the energy o f a c t i v a t i o n w i l l d e c r e a s e . In 

o t h e r words t h e lower t h e temperature the more hydrogen 

bonding t h e r e i s , and the more the hydrogen b o n d i n g , the 

g r e a t e r i s the v i s c o s i t y ( N i e l s e n and Humphries, 1965). 

E n t r y o f water i n t o p l a n t r o o t s depends p a r t l y on 

m e t a b o l i c a c t i v i t y , and t h e r e f o r e on t e m p e r a t u r e . Some water 

e n t e r s the r o o t p a s s i v e l y , and c o l d may slow i t s e n t r y by 

i n c r e a s i n g i t s v i s c o s i t y ( N i e l s e n and Humphries, 1966). 
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Kramer (1949) a t t r i b u t e d r e d u c e d uptake o f water by t r a n s p i r i n g 

p l a n t s i n c o l d s o i l s t o i n c r e a s e d r e s i s t a n c e t o wa t e r movement 

a c r o s s the l i v i n g c e l l s o f the r o o t , and he r e p o r t e d (1956) 

t h a t the a d d i t i v e e f f e c t s o f temperature on v i s c o s i t y and 

p e r m e a b i l i t y o f p r o t o p l a s m d e c r e a s e d the uptake o f water a t 

5° t o a q u a r t e r o f t h a t a t 25°. 

Much i s known about the e f f e c t o f tem p e r a t u r e on 

m i n e r a l a b s o r p t i o n b o t h by i s o l a t e d r o o t s and i n t a c t p l a n t s . 

Uptake o f i o n s depends on energy s u p p l i e d by o x i d a t i o n o f 

c a r b o h y d r a t e s and a b s o r p t i o n i s t h e r e f o r e slowed by c o l d 

t e m p e r a t u r e . N u t r i e n t uptake by i n t a c t p l a n t s i s o p t i m a l a t 

low e r t e m p e r a t u r e t h a n i s t h a t o f e x c i s e d r o o t s , w h i c h shows 

t h a t the shoot i n f l u e n c e s uptake by the r o o t a t h i g h e r 

t e m p e r a t u r e s . N i e l s e n e t aJL. (1960) found i o n s t o be more 

c o n c e n t r a t e d i n the r o o t s o f l u c e r n e a t 5° th a n ""at 12°, 

a l t h o u g h t o t a l uptake was g r e a t e r a t 12°. T h i s they a t t r i b u t e d 

t o e i t h e r the f a c t t h a t t r a n s p o r t from the r o o t s i s impeded a t 

5°, o r because sugars are more c o n c e n t r a t e d i n r o o t s a t 5°. 

However, the g r o s s s i z e o f t h e r o o t system - measured as t o t a l 

w e i g h t o r l e n g t h - i s not an e s t i m a t e o f i t s a b s o r b i n g 

c a p a c i t y because a l a r g e and cha n g i n g p r o p o r t i o n o f the system 

ceases t o absorb ( N i e l s e n and Humphries, 1966). They a l s o 

contended t h a t when r o o t s a re a t a low tem p e r a t u r e t h e y use 

l e s s c a r b o h y d r a t e s , a l l o w i n g c a r b o h y d r a t e s t o accumulate i n 

the l e a f , t h u s s l o w i n g p h o t o s y n t h e s i s and s h o r t e n i n g the l i f e 

span o f the l e a f . 
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Temperature a f f e c t s i o n uptake and t r a n s p o r t 

t h r o u g h the p l a n t s i m i l a r l y because both a re energy-dependent 

p r o c e s s e s , and a r e thus much s l o w e r i n the c o l d . S h t r a u s b e r g 

(1955) suggested t h a t c o l d r o o t s d i m i n i s h e d movement o f 

n u t r i e n t s t o the shoot o f cucumber p l a n t s and so i n h i b i t e d 

growth. 

Gas exchange i n the s o i l atmosphere i s a l s o a 

f u n c t i o n o f t e m p e r a t u r e . Temperature a f f e c t s not o n l y the 

r a t e a t which oxygen i s used i n m e t a b o l i c p r o c e s s e s , but a l s o 

the r a t e a t which i t reaches t h e r o o t system. A s u p p l y o f 

oxygen i n the r o o t zone i s n e c e s s a r y t o m a i n t a i n r e s p i r a t i o n . 

S i n c e t h e r a t e o f r e s p i r a t i o n v a r i e s w i t h t e m p e r a t u r e , the 

s u p p l y o f oxygen n e c e s s a r y t o m a i n t a i n optimum p l a n t m e t a b o l i s m 

might be e x p e c t e d a l s o t o v a r y w i t h t e m p e r a t u r e . Cannon 

(1925) a t t r i b u t e d the n e c e s s i t y f o r h i g h e r oxygen c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n s i n the s o i l atmosphere i n o r d e r t o m a i n t a i n normal r o o t 

growth a t h i g h e r t e m p e r a t u r e s , t o the d e c r e a s i n g s o l u b i l i t y 

o f oxygen i n t h e s o i l s o l u t i o n w i t h temperature i n c r e a s e . 

L e t e y ejt a l . (1961) however were o f t h e o p i n i o n t h a t 

i n c r e a s e d d i f f u s i o n r a t e o f oxygen t o the r o o t s u r f a c e i s 

more i m p o r t a n t because o f a h i g h e r d i f f u s i o n c o e f f i c i e n t 

t h r o u g h b o t h gas and l i q u i d . Oxygen d i f f u s i o n r a t e s a t 

h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s were found t o be h i g h e r than those a t 

low t e m p e r a t u r e s . They a l s o showed t h a t the a c c u m u l a t i o n o f 

Ca and P i n c o t t o n and s u n f l o w e r was s t i m u l a t e d by i n c r e a s e d 

oxygen s u p p l y . I n a subsequent r e p o r t ( L e t e y e t a l . , 1962) 



9 

oxygen d i f f u s i o n r a t e s were shown t o i n c r e a s e 1.8% per degree 

r i s e i n s o i l t emperature f o r a g i v e n oxygen c o n c e n t r a t i o n . 

One o f t h e most i m p o r t a n t b i o l o g i c a l e f f e c t s o f 

s o i l t e m perature i s i t s i n f l u e n c e on m i c r o b i a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

T h i s i s p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t w i t h the pea p l a n t , a legume, 

most i f not a l l o f the n i t r o g e n n u t r i t i o n o f which i s dependent 

on the a c t i v i t i e s o f the s y m b i o t i c b a c t e r i a , Rhizobium  

leguminosarum. G e n e r a l l y , i t i s t o be e x p e c t e d t h a t a r i s e 

i n t e m p e r a t u r e , w i t h i n l i m i t s , would l e a d t o i n c r e a s e d 

n o d u l a t i o n and g r e a t e r n i t r o g e n - f i x i n g c a p a c i t i e s o f t h e 

b a c t e r i a . Meyer and Anderson (19 59) found t h a t a m o d e r a t e l y 

h i g h t emperature o f 30° i n h i b i t e d s y m b i o t i c N f i x a t i o n i n 

s u b t e r r a n e a n c l o v e r grown i n n u t r i e n t agar. L a t e r , u s i n g s o i l 

c u l t u r e s , Mes (19 59) r e p o r t e d t h a t p l a n t s of V i c i a f a b a , 

Lupinus l u t e u s and Pisum s a t i v u m r e a c t e d i n accordance w i t h 

t h e r e s u l t s o f Meyer and Anderson. An i n c r e a s e i n day 

t e m p e r a t u r e from 18, 19 or 21° t o e i t h e r 25 o r 27° g e n e r a l l y 

d e c r e a s e d N p e r c e n t a g e and t h e t o t a l N c o n t e n t o f the p l a n t s . 

An i n c r e a s e i n the n i g h t temperature from 10 t o 21° g e n e r a l l y " 

a l s o d e c r e a s e d the t o t a l N c o n t e n t a l t h o u g h a c t u a l N p e r c e n t a g e 

o f t e n i n c r e a s e d . I t was emphasized t h a t response would 

depend on whether the s p e c i e s i s a warm- o r c o o l - t e m p e r a t u r e 

p l a n t . 

I t i s thus e v i d e n t t h a t the e f f e c t s o f temperature 

on p l a n t growth are as complex as the p l a n t i t s e l f . The 

e f f e c t s o f temperature are t h e r e f o r e not o n l y on the p l a n t 
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per se but a l s o on the p h y s i c a l and c h e m i c a l s t a t u s o f , and 

b i o l o g i c a l a c t i v i t i e s i n , the s o i l on one hand, and the 

complex m e t a b o l i c r e a c t i o n s i n the p l a n t on the o t h e r hand. 

1.3 Temperature and t h e Growth o f the Pea p l a n t 

Some o f t h e e a r l y r e p o r t s on the e f f e c t s o f tempera­

t u r e on the growth and development o f peas were summarized by 

B e a t t i e e t a l . (1942). The pea i s a c o o l weather s p e c i e s . 

High t e m p e r a t u r e checks i t s growth and causes i t t o f l o w e r 

and form pods b e f o r e the p l a n t has a t t a i n e d enough s i z e t o 

bear a good c r o p , w h i l e c o o l weather p e r m i t s a l o n g c o n t i n u e d 

growth and the f o r m a t i o n o f many pods t h a t do not r e a c h the 

h a r v e s t s t a g e p r e m a t u r e l y . B r e n c h l e y (19 20) showed t h a t the 

maximum r a t e o f i n c r e a s e i n the we i g h t o f the pea p l a n t was 

o b t a i n e d p r i o r t o f l o w e r i n g . The r a t e f e l l o f f a f t e r r e a c h i n g 

t h i s maximum, but an a b r u p t r i s e was ob s e r v e d f o r a p e r i o d 

which may have been connected w i t h the i n i t i a t i o n o f s e x u a l 

r e p r o d u c t i o n . 

L a t e r , Went (195 7) found t h a t g e r m i n a t i o n a t a 

h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e o f 26° was f a s t e r but the p l a n t s were l e s s 

u n i f o r m t h a n when germinated a t 23 o r 20°. However, t h e 

o p t i m a l t e m p e r a t u r e f o r stem e l o n g a t i o n d e c r e a s e d i n the cour s e 

o f development. At the h i g h e s t temperature h a r d l y any seeds were 

s e t , and pea weight was low. Only one o r a few seeds d e v e l o p e d 

per pod w i t h one o r two pods p e r p l a n t ; w h i l e a t the lo w e r tempera­

t u r e s a l l o v u l e s grew i n t o seeds. F r e s h and d r y w e i g h t s o f t h e 
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whole p l a n t were a f f e c t e d by t h e environment i n a s i m i l a r way t o 

stem e l o n g a t i o n . 

H i g h k i n (1960) showed t h a t a l a c k o f d a y / n i g h t tempera­

t u r e f l u c t u a t i o n was i n h i b i t o r y f o r growth o f the pea p l a n t . 

The e x p e r i m e n t s i n d i c a t e d the need f o r c e r t a i n e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

f l u c t u a t i o n s d u r i n g the e n t i r e l i f e c y c l e o f t h e p l a n t . One 

e x p l a n a t i o n g i v e n by H i g h k i n was t h a t an environment w i t h 

f l u c t u a t i o n s on a 2 4-hour b a s i s i s i n b e t t e r agreement w i t h 

endogenous d i u r n a l rhythms which o c c u r i n p l a n t s as w e l l as i n 

an i m a l s and a c o n s t a n t t e m p e r a t u r e environment was c o n s i d e r e d 

" i n c o m p a t i b l e " w i t h the " b i o l o g i c a l c l o c k " o p e r a t i n g i n the 

p l a n t . T h i s had l e d t o the wide u s e , i n e x p e r i m e n t a l work, 

o f d i f f e r e n t t e m p e r a t u r e s i n the day and n i g h t p o r t i o n s o f 

the d a i l y c y c l e . 

Wang and Bryson (1956) f u r t h e r p o i n t e d out t h a t the 

re s p o n s e o f peas t o tem p e r a t u r e v a r i e s w i t h the p l a n t ' s 

s t a g e o f development. They d i v i d e d the l i f e c y c l e i n t o 

underground, s e e d l i n g , v e g e t a t i v e and r e p r o d u c t i v e s t a g e s , 

and showed t h a t t h e optimum tem p e r a t u r e range changed from 

about 14-24° t o 18-31° f o r the f i r s t two s t a g e s , and t o 

10-21° as the p l a n t passed t h r o u g h t h e l a s t two s t a g e s . 

R e l a t i v e l y h i g h y i e l d s o f peas are o b t a i n e d i n t h e 

Lower M a i n l a n d o f B r i t i s h Columbia as a r e s u l t o f g e n e r a l l y 

f a v o u r a b l e c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s . S t u d i e s by F l e t c h e r e t a l . 

(1966) however i n d i c a t e d t h a t y i e l d s v a r y w i d e l y between l o c a t i o n s 

and p l a n t i n g d a t e s . They e s t a b l i s h e d optimum s e a s o n a l mean 

tem p e r a t u r e f o r peas, i n f i e l d e x p e r i m e n t s a t A g a s s i z and Vancouver. 
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A t A g a s s i z where t e m p e r a t u r e s exceeded optimum t h e y o b t a i n e d a 

n e g a t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n o f temperature w i t h t o t a l d r y m a t t e r y i e l d , 

peas p e r pod and pea y i e l d . At Vancouver where te m p e r a t u r e s 

were suboptimum, they o b t a i n e d a p o s i t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n o f tempera­

t u r e w i t h t o t a l d r y m a t t e r y i e l d , pea y i e l d and some o t h e r growth 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . The optimum temperature f o r peas was suggested 

t o be about 21-2 2°. I n c o n t r o l l e d environment s t u d i e s , S t a n f i e l d 

e t a l . (1966) found t h a t the c o m b i n a t i o n o f h i g h day and h i g h . 

n i g h t t e m p e r a t u r e s caused an i n c r e a s e i n t h e number o f nodes t o 

the f i r s t f l o w e r . T i l l e r i n g was most p r o l i f i c a t the l o w e r 

t e m p e r a t u r e s and was absent a t 32° day t e m p e r a t u r e . Pea y i e l d 

d e c r e a s e d as temperature i n c r e a s e d above 16/10° d a y / n i g h t tempera­

t u r e s , due m a i n l y t o a r e d u c t i o n i n t h e number o f pods p e r p l a n t . 

On a d r y m a t t e r a c c u m u l a t i o n p e r day b a s i s , v i n e growth d e c r e a s e d 

above and below a t e m p e r a t u r e optimum which s h i f t e d from 21/16 

t o 16/10° i n the c o u r s e o f p l a n t development. 

1• 4 S o i l Temperature and the Growth o f Some P l a n t s 

There has not been much r e s e a r c h i n the a r e a o f the 

i n t e r a c t i o n o f a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s on the growth o f peas. 

One o f the few r e p o r t s on the e f f e c t o f s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e on pea 

growth i s t h a t o f Mack e t a l ^ . (19 64). In a greenhouse experiment 

w i t h peas, d u r i n g which a i r t e m p e r a t u r e f l u c t u a t e d between 30° 

maximum and 13° minimum, s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s were m a i n t a i n e d a t 13, 

17, 21 and 2 5°. They found t h a t d r y w e i g h t s o f pea p l a n t s a t 

e a r l y bloom were u s u a l l y h i g h e s t a t s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s o f 21 and 

25° . 
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The i n f l u e n c e o f s o i l t e m perature on t h e growth o f 

o t h e r p l a n t s has been w i d e l y s t u d i e d . Tomato ( L i n g l e and D a v i s , 

1959 ), snapbean (Mack e t a l . , 1964; Singh and Mack.; 1966), 

and b a r l e y (Power e t a l . , 1963) growth have been found g e n e r a l l y 

t o i n c r e a s e w i t h i n c r e a s e i n s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e from about 10 t o 

30°. Dormaar and Ketcheson (1960) and N i e l s e n e t a l . (1961) 

a l s o o b t a i n e d i n c r e a s e s i n the y i e l d o f c o r n as r o o t tempera­

t u r e s were i n c r e a s e d from 5 t o 27°. 

1.5 F i e l d M a n i p u l a t i o n o f S o i l Temperature 

Most o f the work on i n f l u e n c i n g s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e i n 

the f i e l d has been w i t h mulches. U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e n a t u r a l 

mulches o f p l a n t r e s i d u e s l o w e r the s o i l t e m perature and d e l a y 

g e r m i n a t i o n and e a r l y growth o f c r o p s p l a n t e d i n them ( N i e l s e n 

and Humphries, 1965). Anderson and R u s s e l l (1964) o b t a i n e d a 

dec r e a s e o f 0-3° f o r each 1000 l b . / A o f b r i g h t wheat s t r a w . 

The e f f e c t o f such mulches i s t o d e l a y m a t u r i t y and t o reduce 

y i e l d s where a p p r e c i a b l e q u a n t i t i e s o f crop r e s i d u e s a re l e f t 

on the s u r f a c e . 

T r a n s l u c e n t p l a s t i c f i l m s warm the s o i l by t r a n s ­

m i t t i n g much i n s o l a t i o n t o the s o i l beneath. B l a c k f i l m s 

absorb the i n s o l a t i o n , heat up and conduct much o f the heat i n t o 

the atmosphere l e a v i n g the s o i l beneath a t n e a r l y t h e same 

tempe r a t u r e ( C l a r k s o n , 1960). * 
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L a r s o n and W i l l i s (195 7) showed t h a t the d i r e c t i o n o f 

rows can a f f e c t s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s , n o r t h - s o u t h ones p e r m i t t i n g 

more r a d i a t i o n t o r e a c h t h e s o i l w i t h r e s u l t a n t h e a t i n g than 

e a s t - w e s t ones. 

1.6 App a r a t u s f o r C o n t r o l l i n g S o i l Temperature 

While t h e r e have been many d i f f e r e n t p h y s i c a l a r r a n g e ­

ments o f a p p a r a t u s f o r c o n t r o l l i n g r o o t t e m p e r a t u r e s , t h e use o f 

water as a c o o l i n g o r h e a t i n g medium has been a common f e a t u r e . 

Thus Campbell and P r e s l e y ( 1 9 4 5 ) , Cooper e t a l . (1960) and 

W i l l i s e t a l . (1963) have d e s c r i b e d o p e r a t i o n s u s i n g water t o 

' c o n t r o l s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e . 

M e d e r s k i and Jones (196 3) c o n t r o l l e d s o i l tempera­

t u r e i n the f i e l d , u s i n g h e a t i n g c a b l e s imbedded under rows o f 

p l a n t s . They were thus o n l y a b l e t o work w i t h t e m p e r a t u r e s 

above the normal s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e . Mack and Evans (1965) 

however e x c a v a t e d t h e i r p l o t a r e a and l a i d i n p i p e s t o c a r r y 

b o t h h e a t e d and c o o l e d water t o c o n d i t i o n the s o i l p l a c e d o v e r 

the p i p e s . T h i s type o f work g i v e s a b e t t e r u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f 

the p r a c t i c a l i m p l i c a t i o n s o f s o i l t e m perature e f f e c t s , but 

more c o n t r o l l e d environment work i s r e q u i r e d t o reduce t h e number 

of t r e a t m e n t s needed f o r f i e l d t r i a l s ( N i e l s e n and Humphries, 

1965) . 
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B, MINERAL NUTRITION OF PLANTS 

1.7 S o i l - P l a n t R e l a t i o n s h i p s i n P l a n t N u t r i t i o n 

I f o t h e r f a c t o r s such as l i g h t , t e mperature and water 

a r e not l i m i t i n g growth, t h e n t h e a p p r o p r i a t e s u p p l y of 

n u t r i e n t s may be l i m i t i n g . P l a n t growth r e q u i r e s a c o n t i n u o u s 

net s h i f t o f i o n s from the s o i l system i n t o the p l a n t ; t h a t i s , 

t h e r e i s a stea d y i n p u t o f i o n s from t h e s o l i d phase i n t o the 

s o i l s o l u t i o n , and a c o n t i n u o u s m e t a b o l i c removal o f i o n s from 

the s o i l s o l u t i o n by the p l a n t ( F r i e d and S h a p i r o , 1961). 

Ion uptake by p l a n t s from a s o i l system may be d i v i d e d 

i n t o 4 s t e p s : 

(a) the r e l e a s e o f the i o n from the s o l i d phase i n t o the 

s o i l s o l u t i o n 

(b) the movement o f the i o n from any p o i n t i n the s o i l s o l u t i o n 

t o t h e v i c i n i t y o f t h e r o o t 

(c) the movement o f the i o n from the v i c i n i t y o f the r o o t i n t o 

the r o o t 

(d) t h e movement o f the i o n t o the shoot o f the p l a n t 

The o v e r a l l p r o c e s s o f i o n a b s o r p t i o n and t r a n s p o r t 

i s thus c o n s i d e r e d a m u l t i - s t e p phenomenon i n which v a r i o u s s t e p s 

may be r a t e l i m i t i n g , depending on e x t e r n a l ( s o i l ) and i n t e r n a l 

( p l a n t ) c o n d i t i o n s , the l a t t e r b e i n g e s p e c i a l l y r e l a t e d t o a 

s e r i e s o f p h y s i o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s e s c o n c e r n i n g growth and energy 

s u p p l y (Brouwer, 1965). 

The t r a n s f e r o f i o n s between the s o i l phase and the 

s o l u t i o n phase i s a p p a r e n t l y not r a t e l i m i t i n g f o r e i t h e r 
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phosphorus (P) o r c a t i o n s i n the o v e r a l l i o n uptake p r o c e s s . 

Thus f o r two a c i d s o i l s and one c a l c a r e o u s s o i l , F r i e d e t a l . 

(1957) demonstrated t h a t 13 t o 15 l b . P/A can be r e l e a s e d each 

hour. The r a t e o f f o r m a t i o n o f s o i l s o l u t i o n P was found t o 

be g r e a t e r t h a n th e r a t e o f a b s o r p t i o n o f P by the p l a n t from 

the s o i l s o l u t i o n by a f a c t o r o f a t l e a s t 250. 

Ohlrogge (1962) c o n s i d e r s n u t r i e n t uptake as a r a t e 

p r o c e s s and i s t h e r e f o r e b e s t e x p r e s s e d as a r a t e , t h a t i s 

g r a m s /plant/day o r hour. T h i s e s t a b l i s h e s the d e l i v e r y c a p a c i t y 

o f a s o i l p e r u n i t o f t ime t o m a i n t a i n an a d e q u a t e l y n o u r i s h e d 

c r o p . He a l s o remarked t h a t each phase o f p l a n t development 

d e s e r v e s g r e a t e r a t t e n t i o n . Only a f t e r the phases o f p l a n t 

development have been c o m p l e t e l y d e s c r i b e d and u n d e r s t o o d can 

t h e y be assembled i n t o an u n d e r s t a n d a b l e c y c l e . 

1.8 Mechanism(s) o f Ion Uptake 

" P a s s i v e " and " a c t i v e " mechanisms o f the e n t r y o f i o n s 

i n t o the r o o t have been proposed. P a s s i v e e n t r y i s s u p p o r t e d 

by the work o f Hylmo (1958), and E p s t e i n (1960). T h i s e n v i s i o n s 

a c o n t i n u a t i o n o f the s o i l s o l u t i o n i n t o the r o o t i n t o the 

s o - c a l l e d " o u t e r " o r " f r e e " space. But i f d i f f u s i o n were r a t e -

l i m i t i n g , i o n uptake s h o u l d be d i r e c t l y p r o p o r t i o n a l t o c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n . G e n e r a l l y , i t i s n o t . The h i g h t emperature c o e f f i c i e n t s 

o f i o n a c c u m u l a t i o n f o r monovalent a n i o n s i n c l u d i n g phosphate, 

and c a t i o n s a l s o i n d i c a t e t h a t d i f f u s i o n i s not r a t e - l i m i t i n g 

( F r i e d and S h a p i r o , 1961). 
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A c t i v e e n t r y o f i o n s , which i m p l i e s the use o f m e t a b o l i c 

e n e rgy, i s s u p p o r t e d by the work o f Brouwer (1956), and van den 

Honert e t a l . (1955). I t i s g e n e r a l l y known t h a t the p a r t i t i o n 

o f i o n s between s o l u t i o n and p l a n t t i s s u e d e v i a t e s c o n s i d e r a b l y 

from the p a r t i t i o n which i s t o be e x p e c t e d on t h e b a s i s o f f r e e 

d i f f u s i o n (Brouwer, 1965). A l t h o u g h much e f f o r t has been 

devoted t o the stu d y o f the mechanisms u n d e r l y i n g t r a n s p o r t o f 

i o n s , t h e r e i s s t i l l no c l e a r i n s i g h t i n t o the p r o c e s s . The 

o n l y statement t h a t may be made w i t h c e r t a i n t y i s t h a t t h i s 

t r a n s p o r t depends on m e t a b o l i c a l l y produced energy. Such a 

c o n c l u s i o n i s a r r i v e d a t from the i n f l u e n c e o f oxygen s u p p l y , 

t e m p e r a t u r e , and i n h i b i t o r s o f m e t a b o l i s m , n o t a b l y d i n i t r o p h e n o l 

( B u t l e r , 1953). The way i n which t h i s energy i s t r a n s f e r r e d t o 

the t r a n s p o r t p r o c e s s , however, remains u n c l e a r . 

A c c o r d i n g t o t h e e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l t h e o r y o f a n i o n 

r e s p i r a t i o n as de v e l o p e d by Lundegardh (1955), a d i r e c t r e l a t i o n ­

s h i p e x i s t s between r e s p i r a t i o n and i o n . u p t a k e , and p a r t i c u l a r l y 

between a n i o n r e s p i r a t i o n and a n i o n t r a n s p o r t . The a n i o n s a r e 

assumed t o be t r a n s p o r t e d a l o n g a d s o r p t i o n t r a c k s , w h i l e a t t h e 

same t i m e e l e c t r o n s produced i n r e s p i r a t i o n move i n the r e v e r s e 

d i r e c t i o n . The c a t i o n s move inwards by exchange a g a i n s t the H 

i o n , a l s o a p r o d u c t o f r e s p i r a t i o n . Most o f the c r i t i c i s m s 

a g a i n s t t h e t h e o r y a re t h a t i t i s based on the assumption o f 

o n l y one t r a n s p o r t mechanism f o r a n i o n s and c a t i o n s . 
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A l t h o u g h the e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l t h e o r i e s o f a n i o n 

r e s p i r a t i o n (Lundegardh, 1955), and redox pump (Conway, 1953) 

have had many s u p p o r t e r s , much a t t e n t i o n i s now b e i n g p a i d t o 

the c a r r i e r t h e o r y , e s p e c i a l l y a f t e r t h e work o f E p s t e i n and 

Hagen (1952). The e s s e n t i a l f e a t u r e s i n the f u n c t i o n i n g o f 

c a r r i e r s a r e t h e c o m b i n a t i o n o f i o n and c a r r i e r m o l e c u l e s o u t s i d e 

the membrane, t h e movement o f the i o n - c a r r i e r complex a c r o s s the 

membrane, and t h e subsequent d i s c h a r g e o f t h i s complex i n s i d e 

the membrane. A f t e r the d i s s o c i a t i o n o f t h e i o n s from the 

c a r r i e r , the i o n s a r e p r e v e n t e d from back d i f f u s i o n by the 

i m p e r m e a b i l i t y o f the membrane t o f r e e i o n s ( E p s t e i n , 1960). 

T h i s t h e o r y i s b e l i e v e d t o be the most s a t i s f a c t o r y one based on 

d a t a o f k i n e t i c a n a l y s i s (Thomas, 1956). 

A number o f groups o f compounds have been suggested 

as c a r r i e r s a l t h o u g h the c h e m i c a l n a t u r e o f the c a r r i e r s i s 

s t i l l unknown. Some p o s t u l a t e d compounds i n c l u d e p h o s p h o r y l a t e d 

e n e r g y - r i c h n i t r o g e n o u s compounds (Steward and S t r e e t , 1947) 

and r i b o n u c l e o p r o t e i n s (Tanada, 1956). Tanada suggested t h a t 

the n u c l e i c a c i d p o r t i o n b i n d s the c a t i o n s w h i l e the p r o t e i n 

m o i e ty b i n d s t h e a n i o n s . There seems t o be complete a g r e e ­

ment t h a t i o n - b i n d i n g compounds might be c a p a b l e o f r e a d i l y 

u n d e r g o i n g o x i d a t i o n and r e d u c t i o n , o r o f u n d e r g o i n g some o t h e r 

change i n energy l e v e l such as would be i n v o l v e d w i t h p h o s p h o r y l a t e d 

compounds (Gauch, 1956). I n view o f the i n c r e a s i n g amount o f 

e v i d e n c e t h a t " e n e r g y - r i c h " o r g a n i c phosphates such as adenosine 

t r i p h o s p h a t e (ATP) a c t as i n t e r m e d i a t e s i n energy t r a n s f e r , i t 

seems not u n r e a s o n a b l e t o c o n c l u d e t h a t a c t i v e t r a n s p o r t , l i k e 

o t h e r e n d e r g o n i c p r o c e s s e s , depends on energy d e r i v e d more o r l e s s 
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d i r e c t l y from such s u b s t a n c e s . The e f f e c t s o f p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n 

i n h i b i t o r s such as DNP, on s a l t a b s o r p t i o n s u p p o r t s t h i s c o n c l u s i o n , 

but so f a r t h e r e i s no d i r e c t e x p e r i m e n t a l e v i d e n c e ( S u t c l i f f e , 

1962 ) . 

The p o s i t i o n o f the r a t e - l i m i t i n g s t e p o r s t e p s i n the 

o v e r a l l p r o c e s s o f n u t r i e n t a b s o r p t i o n and t r a n s p o r t i s not 

known f o r a l l e n v i r o n m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n s and p l a n t s p e c i e s . I t . 

can c o n c e i v a b l y be d u r i n g movement o f t h e i o n t o the v i c i n i t y o f 

the p l a n t r o o t , a t the t u r n - o v e r o f the i o n - c a r r i e r complex, o r 

at the t r a n s p o r t s t e p t o the p l a n t t o p . ( F r i e d and S h a p i r o , 

1961). 

1.9 M i n e r a l Uptake and T r a n s p o r t i n P l a n t s 

The m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n o f a t i s s u e i s dynamic 

s i n c e i t i s s u b j e c t t o t h e p h y s i c o - c h e m i c a l changes m a n i f e s t i n 

growth p r o c e s s e s . Some elements are p r e s e n t i n h i g h c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n s in.young t i s s u e and a r e d i l u t e d as the t i s s u e e n l a r g e s . 

Others a re p r e s e n t i n low c o n c e n t r a t i o n s i n young t i s s u e and 

g r a d u a l l y i n c r e a s e . The a c c u m u l a t i o n of dry weight d i l u t e s a l l 

elements u n l e s s an i n f l u x o f m i n e r a l s o f f s e t s t h i s e f f e c t . 

There a r e i n s t a n c e s i n which a d d i t i o n s o f elements lowered 

o r had no e f f e c t on element c o n c e n t r a t i o n i n the p l a n t , but when 

t o t a l element per l e a f i n s t e a d o f c o n c e n t r a t i o n was c o n s i d e r e d , 

t h e r e was a good c o r r e l a t i o n w i t h y i e l d ( S m i t h , 1962). 

Next t o t h e s u p p l y o f e l e m e n t s , the p h y s i o l o g i c a l age 

of t h e t i s s u e i s p r o b a b l y t h e most i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r a f f e c t i n g 

t h e m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n of a g i v e n s p e c i e s . C o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f 
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N, P and K d e c r e a s e w i t h age i n a p p l e (Rogers e t a l . , 1953) and 

v e g e t a b l e s ( B r a d l e y and F l e m i n g , 1960). M a l s o d e c r e a s e s w i t h 

age i n Japanese mint ( S i n g h and S i n g h , 1968). Ca and Mg 

i n c r e a s e w i t h age i n v e g e t a b l e s . With r e s p e c t t o pea p l a n t s , 

MacLean and Byers (196 8) found t h a t Ca and Mg remained r e l a t i v e l y 

c o n s t a n t . They e s t a b l i s h e d t e n t a t i v e l e v e l s o f N, P and K f o r 

the stem apex a t the 5th t o 8th-node s t a g e s as 3.5, 0.20 and 

2.5-3.0% r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

R e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f elements w i t h i n t h e p l a n t i s a 

c o n t i n u o u s p r o c e s s and one t i s s u e g a i n s as a n o t h e r l o s e s 

(Rogers et_ aJL. , 1953). A l s o , d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f a p l a n t w i l l 

r e f l e c t the P s t a t u s o f the p l a n t t o d i f f e r e n t degrees ( U l r i c h 

and B e r r y , 1961). S t u d i e s w i t h t r a c e r P showed t h a t P i s 

c o n t i n u o u s l y c i r c u l a t i n g up and down the p l a n t ( B i d d u l p h e t a l _ . , 

1958), but not l a t e r a l l y (Rinne and L a n g s t o n , 1960). Many 

p l a n t s show a 'loss o f l e a f K c o n c o m i t a n t w i t h f r u i t development. 

N and K a r e r e g a r d e d as m o b i l e (Lundegardh, 1947), but B o w l i n g 

and Weatherley (19 6 4) r e p o r t e d t h a t 99% o f K absorbed by R i c i n u s  

communis r o o t s was accumulated i n the r o o t t i s s u e s . Ca and Mg 

are u s u a l l y r e l a t i v e l y i m m o b i l e , but Mg can move under s t r e s s 

o f d e f i c i e n c y . 

The s u p p l y o f one element may r e s u l t i n a s i m u l t a n e o u s 

i n c r e a s e i n the t i s s u e l e v e l o f t h a t element as w e l l as i n a n o t h e r . 

T h i s i s r e f e r r e d t o as a s y n e r g i s t i c e f f e c t , some examples o f 
i 

which a r e : the i n c r e a s e i n l e a f Ca o f avocado from a p p l i e d N 

(Embleton et_ aJL. , 1958 ), the i n c r e a s e i n l e a f Mg o f tung a l s o 

r e s u l t i n g from a p p l i e d N ( N e f f e t a l _ . , 1958), and t h e decrease 

i n t o t a l N c o n t e n t o f Japanese mint due t o P d e f i c i e n c y ( S i n g h 
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and S i n g h , 1968). E f f e c t s o f such i o n s as n i t r a t e , s u l p h a t e 

and phosphate i n s t i m u l a t i n g t h e a b s o r p t i o n o f o t h e r i o n s i s 

p r o b a b l y due t o enhancement o f m e t a b o l i s m ( S u t c l i f f e , 1962). 

A n t a g o n i s t i c e f f e c t s , t h a t i s where an i n c r e a s e i n 

one element l e a d s t o a decrease i n a n o t h e r , have a l s o been 

r e p o r t e d , n o t a b l y the decrease i n l e a f P r e s u l t i n g from an 

i n c r e a s e i n N s u p p l y t o V a l e n c i a orange ( R e i t z and Koo, 1960). 

M u l t i - e l e m e n t e f f e c t s , t h a t i s where the s u p p l y o f 

one element may a f f e c t the t i s s u e c o n t e n t s o f o t h e r elements 

are a l s o common. For example, i n c i t r u s , an i n c r e a s e i n B has 

no e f f e c t on N, but i n c r e a s e s P and Ca w h i l e i t d e c r e a s e s K and 

Mg (Smith and R e u t h e r , 1951). 

1.10 M i n e r a l Uptake as I n f l u e n c e d by Temperature 

M i n e r a l uptake by p l a n t s may be i n f l u e n c e d by e n v i r o n ­

m e n t a l f a c t o r s , prominent among which a re n u t r i e n t a v a i l a b i l i t y 

as w e l l as shoot and r o o t t e m p e r a t u r e s . 

I n c r e a s e d s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e may r a i s e the c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

of s o l u b l e s o i l and f e r t i l i z e r P by i n c r e a s i n g the r a t e o f 

m i n e r a l i z a t i o n o f o r g a n i c P o r the c h e m i c a l d e c o m p o s i t i o n o f 

i n s o l u b l e i n o r g a n i c forms o f P. The e q u i l i b r i u m c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

o f P i n s o l u t i o n i s a l s o r a i s e d by h i g h e r s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s 

( A r a m b a r r i and T a l i b u d e e n , 1959). However, h i g h e r s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s 

may reduce P s o l u b i l i t y by i n c r e a s i n g the r a t e o f i m m o b i l i z a t i o n 

and c h e m i c a l f i x a t i o n o f P i n the s o i l . Thus, t h e net r e s u l t 

o f i n c r e a s e d s o i l t e m perature on P s o l u b i l i t y w i l l depend on 
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the r e l a t i v e r a t e s a t which t h e s e p r o c e s s e s change w i t h tempera­

t u r e . These r a t e s may v a r y c o n s i d e r a b l y from one s o i l t o a n o t h e r 

(Hinman e t a l . , 1962). 

In a d d i t i o n , v a r i a t i o n s i n s o i l t e m perature may a l s o 

a f f e c t n u t r i e n t uptake t h r o u g h changes i n the amount o f , 

r o o t e x t e n s i o n . When temperature i s reduced below optimum, r o o t 

growth and e x t e n s i o n are a l s o r e d u c e d . T h i s may be due t o 

reduced t r a n s l o c a t i o n o f c a r b o h y d r a t e s from the t o p s , o r t o 

re d u c e d n u t r i e n t uptake from the s o i l , o r both ( R i c h a r d s e t a l . , 

1952). 

A number o f s t u d i e s have been c a r r i e d out t o determine 

th e i n t e r a c t i v e i n f l u e n c e s o f s o i l t e m perature and P f e r t i l i z a ­

t i o n on P upta k e . I n a greenhouse experiment w i t h peas and beans, 

Mack e t a l _ . (1964) m a i n t a i n e d s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s o f about 13, 17, 

21 and 25° w i t h r a t e s o f P a p p l i c a t i o n r a n g i n g from 0 t o 280 l b . 

per a c r e . P i n c r e a s e d i n the bean and pea p l a n t s w i t h t emperature 

and a p p l i e d P. D u r i n g the e a r l y s t a g e s o f the growth o f c o r n , 

an i n c r e a s e i n s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e i n c r e a s e d the uptake o f N, P and 

K, but d i d not s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f l u e n c e the c o m p o s i t i o n o f c o r n 

p l a n t s sampled a t 60 days o r a t m a t u r i t y ( M e d e r s k i and J o n e s , 

1963). The P c o n t e n t o f a n n u a l range f o r a g e legumes a l s o 

i n c r e a s e d w i t h t e m p e r a t u r e and P f e r t i l i t y ( M c K e l l e t al_. , 1962 ). 

Singh and Mack (1966) found t h a t w h i l e P and K c o n t e n t s o f 

snapbean shoots were i n c r e a s e d a t h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s o f 

up t o 24°, t h e r e was no c o n s i s t e n t e f f e c t o f s o i l t e m perature on 

N, Ca and Mg c o n t e n t s . G e n e r a l l y , P was h i g h e s t i n shoot and pod, 

K i n pod, Ca i n s h o o t , and Mg i n r o o t and shoot . In the tomato 
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p l a n t , L o c a s c i o and Warren (1960) r e p o r t e d i n c r e a s e i n P c o n t e n t 

w i t h i n c r e a s e i n s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e up t o between 21 and 30°. 

L i n g l e and D a v i s (1959) a l s o found i n c r e a s e i n P, but Ca and 

Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f the tomato p l a n t tended t o d e c r e a s e a t 

h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s . N i e l s e n and Cunningham (1 9 6 4 ) , however, 

found t h a t w i t h i n t h e range o f 11 t o 2 8° i n c r e a s e d s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e 

g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d p e r c e n t Ca and Mg but had l i t t l e i n f l u e n c e on 

the c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f N, P and K i n I t a l i a n r y e g r a s s . 

The e f f e c t o f s o i l - a p p l i e d P i n i n c r e a s i n g the p e r ­

centage P i n the p l a n t s was s i g n i f i c a n t l y g r e a t e r a t a lower 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e t h a n a t a h i g h e r s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e , f o r p o l e 

beans (Apple and B u t t s , 1953), c o r n ( K e t c h e s o n , 1957), and 

r e d c l o v e r (Robinson e t aJL. , 1959 ). 

1.11 E f f i c i e n c y o f Phosphorus F e r t i l i z e r Placement 

Some o f the methods o f a p p l i c a t i o n o f f e r t i l i z e r s a r e 

b a n d i n g , s u r f a c e b r o a d c a s t i n g and l e a v i n g on s o i l s u r f a c e o r 

d i s c i n g i n t o t he s o i l , f o l i a r a p p l i c a t i o n , and a d d i n g t o i r ­

r i g a t i o n w a t e r . Some f e r t i l i z e r m a t e r i a l s may be s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 

added by s e v e r a l o f the above a p p l i c a t i o n methods. Other 

f e r t i l i z e r m a t e r i a l s a re r a t h e r s p e c i f i c i n t h a t t h e y must be 

a p p l i e d by a c e r t a i n method i f good r e s u l t s a r e t o be o b t a i n e d . 

Phosphorus i s c l a s s i f i e d as an "immobile" n u t r i e n t 

because i t does not r e a d i l y move i n the s o i l . W h i l e " m o b i l e " 

n u t r i e n t s , f o r example n i t r o g e n , may become p o s i t i o n a l l y 

a v a i l a b l e f o r p l a n t a b s o r p t i o n by two f o r c e s : by v i r t u e o f i t s 

moving i n t o t h e r o o t zone, o r by v i r t u e o f r o o t growth t o t h e 
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n i t r o g e n , P i s p o s i t i o n a l l y a v a i l a b l e t o the p l a n t p r i m a r i l y 

because o f r o o t e x t e n s i o n i n t o the zone o f f e r t i l i z e r P. Only 

one a c t i o n f o r c e t h e r e f o r e makes P p o s i t i o n a l l y a v a i l a b l e t o 

p l a n t s (Welch e t a l , 1966). 

R a d i o a c t i v e P has p e r m i t t e d t h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f t h e 

q u a n t i t y of f e r t i l i z e r P absorbed by p l a n t s w i t h d i f f e r e n t 

placement methods. N e l s o n e t a l . (1949) r e p o r t e d t h a t 

f e r t i l i z e r P absorbed by p l a n t s was l e s s f o r b r o a d c a s t t h a n 

f o r placement w i t h the seed o r f o r m i x i n g i n t h e row. The 

e f f e c t s on p l a n t uptake of banded compared w i t h b r o a d c a s t P are 

dependent on such f a c t o r s as s o i l m o i s t u r e , t e m p e r a t u r e , and 

t h e c h e m i c a l form of P. 

O l s e n e_t a l . (1961) found t h a t P uptake by c o r n 

s e e d l i n g s was i n v e r s e l y r e l a t e d t o s o i l m o i s t u r e t e n s i o n . 

Simpson (1960) a l s o o b s e r v e d t h a t the l o w e r i n g o f s o i l m o i s t u r e 

t e n s i o n t o f i e l d c a p a c i t y ( a c h i e v e d by the d a i l y w a t e r i n g o f 

p l a n t s ) g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e d the uptake of f e r t i l i z e r P from s u p e r ­

phosphate by o a t s . T h i s means t h a t d u r i n g d r y p e r i o d s b r o a d­

c a s t and ploughed-under P might be more r e a d i l y absorbed 

t h a n banded P. Robinson e t a l . (1959) e s t a b l i s h e d the 

s u p e r i o r i t y o f band placement over P mixed w i t h the s o i l f o r 

r e d c l o v e r , e s p e c i a l l y a t low t e m p e r a t u r e s . They c o n c l u d e d t h a t 

the band placement was the more e f f e c t i v e because of an i n c r e a s e d 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f P i n a p o r t i o n o f the r o o t zone. They emphasized 

t h a t band a p p l i c a t i o n would be p a r t i c u l a r l y i m p o r t a n t : (1) f o r 

s e e d i n g s made d u r i n g p e r i o d s o f low t e m p e r a t u r e , (2) f o r c r o p s 

t h a t make most o f t h e i r growth d u r i n g c o l d weather, and (3) f o r 



25 

s o i l s low i n a v a i l a b l e phosphate, p a r t i c u l a r l y i f t hey a r e h i g h 

i n f i x i n g c a p a c i t y . 

N e l s o n e t a l . (1949) s t a t e d t h a t 200 l b s . o f f e r t i l i z e r 

P i n the row was f r e q u e n t l y as e f f e c t i v e as 400 l b s . b r o a d c a s t 

P p e r a c r e , i n i n c r e a s i n g c o r n y i e l d s . Welch et_ a l . (1966) 

w o r k i n g w i t h t h r e e d i f f e r e n t s o i l s a t t h r e e l o c a t i o n s c o n c l u d e d 

t h a t the r e l a t i v e e f f i c i e n c y o f b r o a d c a s t as compared w i t h 

banded P appears t o be r e l a t e d t o the i n i t i a l P s t a t u s o f the 

s o i l t o w hich P i s a p p l i e d . As the f e r t i l i t y s t a t u s o f a s o i l 

i s r a i s e d t o a h i g h e r l e v e l by f e r t i l i z a t i o n , t h e advantage 

o f band a p p l i c a t i o n as compared w i t h b r o a d c a s t a p p l i c a t i o n 

would be e x p e c t e d t o d e c r e a s e . 

1.12 Case f o r P l a n t A n a l y s i s and I n t a c t - P l a n t N u t r i t i o n 

The f a c t t h a t the uptake o f s a l t s from th e s o i l i s 

i n f l u e n c e d by many f a c t o r s makes s o i l c h e m i c a l a n a l y s i s 

q u e s t i o n a b l e as a u n i v e r s a l method o f d e t e r m i n i n g s o i l f e r t i l i t y 

(Lundegardh, 1947). S o i l a n a l y s i s i n c l u d e s the use o f a c i d s , 

b a s e s , and n e u t r a l s a l t s f o r e x t r a c t i n g p a r t i c u l a r n u t r i e n t s 

and p r e d i c t i n g n u t r i e n t needs. T h i s method may be m i s l e a d i n g 

because many cases have been c i t e d p o i n t i n g t o p r e d i c t i o n 

e r r o r s made, i n c l u d i n g cases where s o i l a n a l y s i s f o r P'have 

shown a complete range o f e r r o r and u n r e l i a b i l i t y . There are 

cases where h i g h a v a i l a b l e P (60-145 l b s . per a c r e f o o t a t 

s o i l pH 4.6) a r e known t o g i v e a s t r o n g r e s ponse t o phosphate 

f e r t i l i z e r , and low P (28-30 l b s . p e r a c r e f o o t ) where r e s p o n s e 

was not o b t a i n e d ( Clements, 1964). 
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Thus s o i l a n a l y s i s may g i v e r e a d i n g s which show no 

r e l a t i o n s h i p e i t h e r t o p l a n t a b s o r p t i o n o r r e s p o n s e , and Clements 

c o n c l u d e d t h a t the o c c a s i o n a l c o r r e l a t i o n o f s o i l a n a l y s i s w i t h 

c r o p y i e l d can o n l y be r e g a r d e d as f o r t u i t o u s . A comparison 

between s o i l a n a l y s i s and l e a f a n a l y s i s has r e s u l t e d i n a h i g h e r 

degree o f r e l i a b i l i t y f o r t h e l a t t e r (Lundegardh, 1947). T i s s u e 

a n a l y s i s i s t h u s v e r y w i d e l y used as a g u i d e t o n u t r i e n t 

adequacy, s i n c e o n l y t h o s e n u t r i e n t s a l t s w hich have e n t e r e d t h e 

p l a n t d e t e r m i n e growth and f r u i t i n g . However a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 

p l a n t and s o i l a n a l y s e s may be the i d e a l approach. 

Even where t i s s u e a n a l y s i s i s used as a guide t o 

n u t r i e n t r e q u i r e m e n t , r e l i a b i l i t y i s s t r e n g t h e n e d by the use o f 

i n t a c t p l a n t s f o r n u t r i e n t s t u d i e s . Thus i t has been suggested 

by W i l l i a m s (1955) t h a t much c a u t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y when u s i n g 

r e s u l t s from a b s t r a c t p r o c e d u r e s such as t i s s u e c u l t u r e f o r 

t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f growth p r o c e s s e s w i t h i n the i n t a c t p l a n t . 

S u t c l i f f e (1962) i s a l s o o f the o p i n i o n t h a t w h i l e much can be 

l e a r n e d about t h e mechanism o f i o n movements a t the c e l l u l a r 

l e v e l by the s t u d y o f homogenous t i s s u e s , the r e l e v a n c e o f such 

knowledge t o t h e p r o c e s s e s g o i n g on i n t h e i n t a c t p l a n t must 

u l t i m a t e l y be demonstrated r a t h e r t h a n assumed. 
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C. THE PHYSIOLOGY OF GROWTH RETARDING CHEMICALS 

1.13 G e n e r a l A s p e c t s o f Growth R e t a r d i n g C h e micals 

The term '.'growth r e t a r d a n t " i s used f o r a l l c h e m i c a l s 

t h a t slow c e l l d i v i s i o n and c e l l e l o n g a t i o n i n shoot t i s s u e s 

and r e g u l a t e p l a n t h e i g h t p h y s i o l o g i c a l l y w i t h o u t f o r m a t i v e 

e f f e c t s . The p h y s i o l o g i c a l a c t i o n r e q u i r e d f o r a c h e m i c a l t o 

be a growth r e t a r d a n t e x c l u d e d many k i n d s o f growth r e g u l a t o r s 

such as auxins., h e r b i c i d e s o f growth r e g u l a t o r t y p e , growth 

i n h i b i t o r s l i k e m a l e i c h y d r a z i d e , and g e r m i n a t i o n i n h i b i t o r s 

(Cathey. 1964). 

been r e p o r t e d . They b e l o n g t o q u i t e d i s t i n c t c h e m i c a l c l a s s e s 

but have s i m i l a r e f f e c t s on p l a n t growth. They i n c l u d e q u a t e r n a r y 

ammonium carbamates (Halevy and Cathey, 1960), phosphonium 

compounds ( P r e s t o n and L i n k , 1958), and s u c c i n a m i c a c i d d e r i v a ­

t i v e s . ( R i d d e l l e t a l . , 1962). 

S e v e r a l groups o f growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s have 

( 2 - c h l o r o e t h y 1 ) t r i m e t h y 1 -

ammonium c h l o r i d e ( C y c o c e l ) 

2 , 4 - d i c h l o r o b e n z y l -

t r i b u t y I p h o s p h o n i u m 
CI 

c h l o r i d e (Phosfon) 
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N-dimethylamino s u c c i n a m i c 

a c i d (B-Nine) 

While some o f the compounds are p a r t i c u l a r l y a c t i v e 

on some groups o f p l a n t s p e c i e s , t h e r e i s no o b v i o u s c o r r e l a t i o n 

between taxonomic c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and p l a n t response t o a p a r t i c u ­

l a r compound. Cathey and S t u a r t (1961) found t h a t 19 out o f 

55 s p e c i e s t e s t e d were r e s p o n s i v e t o s o i l a p p l i c a t i o n s o f C y c o c e l . 

1.14. S t r u c t u r a l Requirements f o r A c t i v i t y 

S u b s t i t u t e d C h o l i n e s . ( 2 - c h l o r o e t h y l ) t r i m e t h y l -

ammonium c h l o r i d e ( C y c o c e l , CCC) i s the most a c t i v e . I t was 

c o n s i d e r e d an a n a l o g of c h o l i n e . The bromide and c h l o r i d e 

s a l t s a r e a c t i v e compounds. The t r i m e t h y l q u a t e r n a r y ammonium 

c a t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y f o r a c t i v i t y , any s u b s t i t u t i o n f o r even 

one m e t h y l group has been found t o produce n e a r l y i n a c t i v e " 

compounds. For o p t i m a l a c t i v i t y , t he carbon c h a i n which c o n t a i n s 

t h e s u b s t i t u e n t a t the end s h o u l d be 2 carbons i n l e n g t h . 

Phosphoniums. The most a c t i v e s t r u c t u r e i s t h a t o f 

2 , 4 - d i c h l o r o b e n z y l t r i b u t y l p h o s p h o n i u m c h l o r i d e ( P h o s f o n ) . 

The t r i b u t y l q u a t e r n a r y phosphonium c a t i o n i s n e c e s s a r y f o r 

a c t i v i t y , any s u b s t i t u t i o n o f s h o r t e r a l k y l groups o r p h e n y l 

groups f o r even one b u t y l group l e a d s t o l o s s o f a c t i v i t y . F o r 

o p t i m a l a c t i v i t y the benzene r i n g s h o u l d have a s u b s t i t u e n t i n 

the 4 - p o s i t i o n and be s m a l l i n s i z e , n u c l e o p h i l i c and non-

i o n i z a b l e . 
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S u c c i n a m i c a c i d s . N-dimethylamino s u c c i n a m i c a c i d 

( B - Nine, A l a r ) i s unique i n i t s c h e m i c a l s t r u c t u r e as a growth 

r e t a r d a n t . I t does not c o n t a i n a benzene r i n g , q u a t e r n a r y 

ammonium o r phosphonium c a t i o n , o r s u b s t i t u e n t s t h a t are o f s m a l l 

s i z e , n u c l e o p h i l i c and non i o n i z a b l e l i k e the s u b s t i t u t e d c h o l i n e s 

and phosphoniums. B-Nine i s a f r e e , i o n i z a b l e a c i d w i t h the 

C-C-N-N system found i n B - h y d r o x y e t h y l h y d r a z i n e and m a l e i c 

h y d r a z i n e . The u n s a t u r a t e d f o r m , N-dimethylamino maleamic 

a c i d ( C O ^ ) was u n s t a b l e i n aqueous s o l u t i o n s . The analogous 

compounds d e r i v e d from p h t h a l i c a c i d were i n a c t i v e . The amides 

o f B-Nine were a c t i v e compounds but l e s s so t h a n the a c i d s . 

The m e t a l and a l k a n o l a m i n e s a l t s o f B-Nine were r e a d i l y formed 

and f u n c t i o n e d as growth r e t a r d a n t s (Cathey, 1964). 

1.15 P o s s i b l e Mode(s) o f A c t i o n 

C e r t a i n growth r e t a r d a n t s have been shown t o reduce 

g i b b e r e l l i c a c i d (GA) p r o d u c t i o n i n F u s a r i u m m o n i l i f o r m e 

(Hinneman e t a l . , 1965) and pea seeds ( B a d l e v e_t a l _ . , 1965 ). 

Other r e p o r t s show an i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h a u x i n r a t h e r t h a n GA. 

C l e l a n d (1965) and K u r a i s h i and M u i r (1963) showed an i n t e r ­

a c t i o n w i t h a u x i n . K u r a i s h i and M u i r o b s e r v e d a d e c r e a s e i n 

d i f f u s i b l e endogenous a u x i n c o n t e n t i n p l a n t s t r e a t e d w i t h 

growth r e t a r d a n t s . The e f f e c t on a u x i n has been suggested t o 

o p e r a t e t h r o u g h a d e c r e a s e i n b i o s y n t h e s i s as shown f o r t a l l 

and dwarf peas by Reed e t a l . (1965) o r by an i n c r e a s e i n a u x i n 

d e g r a d a t i o n as shown f o r cucumber by Halevy ( 1 9 6 3 ) , o r by b o t h . 
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Because the e f f e c t s of growth r e t a r d a n t s are i n many 

a s p e c t s o p p o s i t e t o t h o s e o f g i b b e r e l l i n s , t h e y were g e n e r a l l y 

d e s i g n a t e d a n t i g i b b e r e l l i n s . L o c k h a r t (1962), however, suggested 

t h a t they be c o n s i d e r e d a n t i m e t a b o l i t e s , s i n c e the r o u t e t o 

u l t i m a t e e x p r e s s i o n by the p l a n t s may v a r y w i t h s p e c i e s i n 

r e g a r d t o the sequence of m e t a b o l i c s t e p s l e a d i n g t o such 

e x p r e s s i o n s . I t thus seems t h a t the p r i m a r y e f f e c t s o f the 

growth r e t a r d a n t s are not n e c e s s a r i l y r e s t r i c t e d t o the hormonal 

l e v e l . More b a s i c a s p e c t s o f m e t a b o l i s m may be i n v o l v e d . 

F u r t h e r work on the p o s s i b l e mechanism o f a c t i o n w i l l be r e v i e w e d 

under " B i o c h e m i c a l Aspects'' ( 1 . 2 0 ) . 

1.16 E f f e c t s o f Growth R e t a r d i n g Chemicals on P l a n t s 

The p l a n t g r o w t h - r e g u l a t i n g p r o p e r t i e s o f ( 2 - c h l o r o -

e t h y l ) trimethylammonium c h l o r i d e ( C y c o c e l ) were r e p o r t e d f o r 

wheat by T o l b e r t (1960) who found t h a t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s r a n g i n g 

from 0.13 t o 1300 ppm l e d t o a r e d u c t i o n i n s i z e , which was 

accompanied by a d a r k e r green c o l o u r t h a n i n u n t r e a t e d p l a n t s . 

Adedipe e t a l . (1968) found 1.3 ppm t o s t i m u l a t e t h e growth of 

pea p l a n t s , t o reduce the c h l o r o p h y l l c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f pea 

l e a v e s , and t o i n c r e a s e pea y i e l d . K n a v e l (196 8) r e p o r t e d t h a t 

C y c o c e l - t r e a t e d tomato p l a n t s c o n t a i n e d more N, P, Ca and Mg 

t h a n o t h e r p l a n t s . U n t r e a t e d p l a n t s c o n t a i n e d more K t h a n the 

t r e a t e d p l a n t s . 

2 , 4 - d i c h l o r o b e n z y l t r i b u t y l p h o s p h o n i u m c h l o r i d e 

(Phosfon) was r e p o r t e d by P r e s t o n and L i n k (1958) t o r e t a r d t h e 



growth o f a l a r g e number o f s p e c i e s i n c l u d i n g soybean, snapbean, 

mungbean and sweet pea. 

The g r o w t h - r e t a r d i n g c a p a b i l i t i e s o f N-dimethylamino 

s u c c i n a m i c a c i d (B-Nine) have been r e p o r t e d by J a f f e and I s e n b e r g 

(1965) f o r p e t u n i a s and cucumbers, and by B a t j e r e_t a l _ . (1964) 

f o r a p p l e s , p e a r s and sweet c h e r r i e s . G e n e r a l l y , c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

between 500 and 2000 ppm r e t a r d e d the growth and caused a 

marked i n c r e a s e i n the amount o f bloom on t h e f r u i t t r e e s the 

f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g . A p p l i c a t i o n s o v e r two c o n s e c u t i v e y e a r s 

were found t o have no a p p r e c i a b l e i n f l u e n c e on t h e f o l i a r l e v e l s 

o f N, P, K, Ca, Mg, Mn, Zn, B; f r u i t s e t and t o t a l y i e l d o f 

a p p l e s (Southwick e t a l . , 1968), but K n a v e l (196 8) r e p o r t e d 

i n c r e a s e s i n N, P and Ca i n tomato p l a n t s . When a p p l i e d t o peas, 

B-Nine a t a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 2000 ppm reduced shoot l e n g t h 

about 4 0% and a c t e d as a g e n e r a l i n h i b i t o r o f growth r a t h e r 

t h a n by s u p p r e s s i n g growth o f p a r t i c u l a r organs ( S p r e n t , 

1967) . 

I n c o m p a r a t i v e s t u d i e s by Cathey and S t u a r t (1961) 

w i t h buckwheat and sweet pea, and by Moore (196 7) w i t h cucumber 

h y p o c o t y l s , Phosfon was found t o be more e f f e c t i v e i n growth 

r e t a r d a t i o n t h a n q u a t e r n a r y ammonium compounds ( i n c l u d i n g 

C y c o c e l ) . Growth r e t a r d a t i o n due t o B-Nine d i d not p e r s i s t as 

l o n g as t h a t due t o Phosfon (Majumder, 1968); and C y c o c e l was 

more e f f e c t i v e t h a n B-Nine f o r r e d u c i n g tomato p l a n t growth.. 

Both C y c o c e l and B-Nine i n c r e a s e d N, P and Ca and d e c r e a s e d K 

( K n a v e l , 1968). These growth r e t a r d a n t s have h i t h e r t o most 

f r e q u e n t l y been used a t h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n . 



D. BIOCHEMICAL ASPECTS OF TEMPERATURE, PHOSPHORUS AND GROWTH 

RETARDING CHEMICAL RESPONSES 

1.17 B i o c h e m i s t r y o f Temperature Response 

Went (1944) gave one o f the e a r l y r e p o r t s c o n c e r n i n g 

the e f f e c t s o f tem p e r a t u r e on p h y s i o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s e s . I n the 

tomato p l a n t , t r a n s l o c a t i o n o f sugars was found t o be g r e a t e r 

a t 18° t h a n a t 26.5°C, w h i l e t h e uptake o f r a d i o p h o s p h o r u s 

from the s o i l was g r e a t e r a t 2 6.5 th a n a t 18°. Bonner (194 3) 

r e p o r t e d a s e t o f exp e r i m e n t s i n which t h i a m i n e was a p p l i e d t o 

Cosmos p l a n t s grown a t d i f f e r e n t t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . The 

re s p o n s e s o b t a i n e d were t a k e n t o i n d i c a t e a case o f a c h e m i c a l l y 

r e p a r a b l e low tem p e r a t u r e l e s i o n (Bonner, 1957). 

G a l s t o n and Hand (1949) p r e s e n t e d d a t a t o p r o v i d e 

e v i d e n c e f o r a h i g h - t e m p e r a t u r e i n d u c e d r e d u c t i o n o f the a b i l i t y 

o f t he pea p l a n t t o s y n t h e s i z e a d e n i n e . These r e s u l t s were 

o b t a i n e d from e x p e r i m e n t s on the a d d i t i o n o f adenine a l o n e , 

and i n the presence o f IAA t o s u b - a p i c a l s e c t i o n s o f e t i o l a t e d 

pea e p i c o t y l s a t 25 and 35°. G a l s t o n (1957) l a t e r r e p o r t e d 

the r e s p onse t o adenine o f i n t a c t green p l a n t s o f pea. A l l 

p l a n t s were k e p t a t 2 3° d u r i n g the day but d i f f e r e n t groups were 

s u b j e c t e d t o d i f f e r e n t n i g h t t e m p e r a t u r e s r a n g i n g from 2 t o 30°. 

The r e s p o n s e s l i s t e d f o r stem h e i g h t and stem f r e s h w e i g ht a r e 

l e s s pronounced t h a n f o r l e a f f r e s h w e i g h t , where adenine 

appears t o e x e r t i t s g r e a t e s t e f f e c t . However, even i n t h i s 

c a s e , the s t i m u a l t i o n by adenine i s much the same o v e r t h e 

e n t i r e t e m p e r a t u r e r a n g e , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t e m p e r a t u r e i s not 

i n d u c i n g an adenine d e f i c i e n c y . L a n g r i d g e and G r i f f i n g ( 1 9 5 9 ) , 



33 

i n a s t a t i s t i c a l a n a l y s i s o f the pea d a t a c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e r e 

were no s i g n i f i c a n t t e m p e r a t u r e - a d e n i n e i n t e r a c t i o n s as f a r as 

growth i n e p i c o t y l l e n g t h was concerned. K e t e l l a p e r and Bonner 

(1961) a l s o o b s e r v e d t e m p e r a t u r e - i n d u c e d i n h i b i t i o n o f p l a n t 

growth. P l a n t s were grown a t d i f f e r e n t t e m p e r a t u r e s , i n c l u d i n g 

the o p t i m a l temperature, and sp r a y e d r e g u l a r l y w i t h a m i x t u r e o f 

B v i t a m i n s , v i t a m i n C, c a s e i n h y d r o l y s a t e , s u c r o s e o r r i b o s i d e s . 

A p p l i c a t i o n o f 10% s u c r o s e s o l u t i o n t o pea p l a n t s grown i n 

a r t i f i c i a l l i g h t a t 23° day and 17° n i g h t t e m p e r a t u r e s (23/17°) 

caused a 56% i n c r e a s e i n dry w e i g h t , which made t h e d r y weight 

e q u a l t o t h a t o f p l a n t s grown i n o p t i m a l c o n d i t i o n s (17/17°). 

Treatment o f pea p l a n t s k e p t a t 30/2 3° w i t h a v i t a m i n B m i x t u r e 

o r r i b o s i d e s gave up t o 40% i n c r e a s e i n d r y w e i g h t . 

Many o f t h e s e growth s t i m u l a t i o n s r e p o r t e d f o r 

f l o w e r i n g p l a n t s were however o f poor r e p r o d u c i b i l i t y . More 

c l e a r - c u t r e s u l t s have been o b t a i n e d w i t h A r a b i d o p s i s t h a l i a n a , 

u s i n g a s e p t i c c u l t u r e t e c h n i q u e s , c l o s e l y c o n t r o l l e d e n v i r o n ­

m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n s and s t a t i s t i c a l t e s t s f o r temperature-supplement-

growth i n t e r a c t i o n s . L a n g r i d g e and G r i f f i n g (1959) d e t e c t e d 

h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e l e s i o n s i n t h e p l a n t . They grew 43 r a c e s a t 

c o n s t a n t t e m p e r a t u r e o f 25, 30 and 31.5°. F i v e o f t h e s e r a c e s 

were d e p r e s s e d i n growth, and m o r p h o l o g i c a l l y abnormal when 

c u l t u r e d a t 31.5°. F u r t h e r e x p e r i m e n t s e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t i n two 

r a c e s the temperature l e s i o n was c o m p l e t e l y p r e v e n t e d i f b i o t i n 

was s u p p l i e d a t the r a t e o f 3 ug p e r p l a n t . The tem p e r a t u r e 
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^ l p s i o n i n t h e t h i r d r a c e was p a r t i a l l y a l l e v i a t e d i n the presence 

of c y t i d i n e a t 250 /ug/plant, w h i l e the o t h e r two r a c e s d i d not 

respond t o supplements. I t was c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e r e are g e n e t i c 

i m p l i c a t i o n s i n the response o f p l a n t s t o t e m p e r a t u r e ; i n t h i s 

c a s e , t h e r e a r e two gene f u n c t i o n s . 

G e n e r a l l y , the o r g a n i c compounds most o f t e n used t o 

c o u n t e r a c t h i g h temperature e f f e c t s are g l u t a m i c a c i d , t h i a m i n , 

b i o t i n ( L a n g r i d g e , 196 3) and adenine. With r e s p e c t t o the 

d i f f e r e n c e s i n , and m u l i p l i c i t y o f , compounds r e q u i r e d , 

L a n g r i d g e o f f e r e d some e x p l a n a t i o n s . At tem p e r a t u r e extremes 

the r a t e o f growth may be l i m i t e d by the v e l o c i t y o f a s i n g l e 

r e a c t i o n . I n many m i c r o o r g a n i s m s growth ceases a t temp e r a t u r e s 

u s u a l l y o n l y s l i g h t l y above the optimum, but may be r e s t o r e d 

by the a d d i t i o n o f a s i n g l e s u b s t a n c e . I f the growing tempera­

t u r e i s r a i s e d a l i t t l e h i g h e r , a f u r t h e r s ubstance becomes 

n e c e s s a r y and t h e s e r e q u i r e m e n t s become p r o g r e s s i v e l y more 

numerous w i t h i n c r e a s i n g t e m p e r a t u r e . Thus, temperature l e s i o n s 

do not form a homogeneous c l a s s as f a r as mechanisms r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r the r e q u i r e m e n t s are concerned. The p o s s i b l e causes f o r 

h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e growth r e q u i r e m e n t s i n c l u d e (a) a c c e l e r a t e d 

breakdown o f m e t a b o l i t e s (b) o c c u r r e n c e o f r a t e imbalance 

( c ) n o n - f o r m a t i o n o f a d a p t i v e enzymes due t o heat d e s t r u c t i o n 

o f r i b o n u c l e i c a c i d (RNA) and (d) r e v e r s i b l e and i r r e v e r s i b l e 

heat i n a c t i v a t i o n o f enzymes. 

Anot h e r approach t o the temperature l e s i o n problem i s 

t o a n a l y z e p l a n t s s u b j e c t e d t o d i f f e r e n t t e m p e r a t u r e s . T h i s 

would show which compounds o r groups o f compounds become 
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l i m i t i n g . I n such a s t u d y , P o t t s and Ormrod (19 69) i n t h e i r 

phosphorus-compounds f r a c t i o n a t i o n work w i t h the pea p l a n t 

showed t h a t t h e r e was no change i n the l e v e l s o f o r g a n i c , l i p i d 

and t o t a l phosphorus f o r up t o 6 days when p l a n t s were t r a n s ­

f e r r e d a b r u p t l y from 25/15° t o 35/25° ( d a y / n i g h t t e m p e r a t u r e s ) . 

Only a f t e r 6 days was t h e r e a d e f i n i t e i n c r e a s e i n i n o r g a n i c 

phosphorus, the c o n t r i b u t o r t o which c o u l d not be accounted f o r , 

but c o n t r i b u t i o n s p o s s i b l y from n u c l e i c a c i d o r p r o t e i n f r a c t i o n s 

were sug g e s t e d . They c o n c l u d e d t h a t t h e i r r e s u l t s do not p r e ­

c l u d e the p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t the c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f compounds 

w i t h i n the o r g a n i c phosphorus f r a c t i o n d i d v a r y . Such s p e c i f i c 

compounds i n c l u d e a d e n y l i c a c i d , hexose phosphates and adenosine 

phosphates i n Euglena (Albaum, 1952) and o t h e r p l a n t s . 

I m p a i r e d r e s p i r a t i o n and p h o t o s y n t h e s i s c o u l d 

o b v i o u s l y c o n s t i t u t e a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n d e c l i n i n g growth 

a t h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s . Ormrod and Bunter (1961) r e p o r t e d 

i n c r e a s e s i n s e e d l i n g r e s p i r a t i o n r a t e s f o l l o w e d by r a p i d 

d e c l i n e s i n 4 c u l t i v a r s o f r i c e , w i t h i n c r e a s e i n temperature 

up t o 37 o r 43°. Beevers and Hanson (1964) p o i n t e d out t h a t 

r a p i d o x i d a t i o n o f s u b s t r a t e does not n e c e s s a r i l y i m p l y an 

e f f i c i e n t p r o d u c t i o n o f ATP. Working w i t h m i t o c h o n d r i a 

o b t a i n e d from t h e r o o t s and s h o o t s o f e t i o l a t e d c o r n s e e d l i n g s , 

t h e y found t h a t h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s d i d uncouple o x i d a t i v e phos­

p h o r y l a t i o n . T h i s was e v i d e n t between 40 and 45° where s u b s t r a t e 

o x i d a t i o n i n c r e a s e d but P/0 r a t i o s d e c l i n e d . A t 50° both r e s ­

p i r a t i o n and p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n were i m p a i r e d , p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n t o 
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a h i g h e r degree. Root m i t o c h o n d r i a appeared t o be somewhat 

more s e n s i t i v e t o h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s than were shoot m i t o c h o n d r i a . 

Between 30 and 50° r o o t m i t o c h o n d r i a s u f f e r e d 80% i n h i b i t i o n 

o f p h o s p h o r y l a t i v e e f f i c i e n c y , compared w i t h 58% f o r shoot 

m i t o c h o n d r i a . 

El-Sharkawy and Hesketh (1964) r e p o r t e d gas-exchange 

e x p e r i m e n t s f o r a s p e c i e s each o f Sorghum, H e l i a n t h u s , Gossypium 

and T h e s p e s i a . Net p h o t o s y n t h e t i c r a t e s were d e p r e s s e d w i t h i n 

20 minutes by h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s o f up t o 60°. The e f f e c t s o f 

t e m p e r a t u r e on p l a n t m e t a b o l i s m are thus e f f e c t s on the many 

component p r o c e s s e s and r e a c t i o n s i n the p l a n t . 

1.18 C a r b o h y d r a t e s and M i n e r a l Uptake 

There are a number o f s u b s t a n c e s which e i t h e r s t i m u l a t e 

o r i n h i b i t s a l t uptake by an i n f l u e n c e on metabolism. Among 

th o s e which promote a b s o r p t i o n a t s u i t a b l e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s a r e 

s o l u b l e s u g ars and o t h e r r e s p i r a t o r y s u b s t r a t e s ( S u t c l i f f e , 

1962). Humphries (1956) demonstrated a p o s i t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n 

between the r e d u c i n g sugar c o n t e n t o f e x c i s e d b a r l e y r o o t s and 

s a l t u p t a k e . I n t h e same e x p e r i m e n t s , s u c r o s e c o n t e n t seemed 

e i t h e r t o be u n r e l a t e d o r t o show a n e g a t i v e c o r r e l a t i o n w i t h 

a b s o r p t i o n . ]h i n t a c t angiosperms, a b s o r p t i o n o f s a l t s i s 

sometimes d e p r e s s e d w i t h t h e onset o f f l o w e r i n g , and t h i s i s 

c o r r e l a t e d w i t h a f a l l i n t h e l e v e l o f c a r b o h y d r a t e s i n the r o o t s . 

1.19. R o l e and M e t a b o l i s m o f Phosphorus i n P l a n t s 

G e n e r a l A s p e c t s . In a d d i t i o n t o the c h e m i c a l energy 

bound i n the components o f the c e l l d u r i n g g r o w t h , some components 
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o f a l l organisms are broke n down c o n t i n u o u s l y and must be 

r e p l a c e d , a p r o c e s s d e s c r i b e d as maintenance. S y n t h e s i s o f 

m a t e r i a l f o r growth and maintenance, an e n d e r g o n i c p r o c e s s , 

i s p o s s i b l e o n l y i f c o u p l e d w i t h e x e r g o n i c r e a c t i o n s . Many 

p l a n t c e l l s m a i n t a i n c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f i o n s and m e t a b o l i t e s 

i n the v a c u o l e s a g a i n s t a c h e m i c a l o r e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l g r a d i e n t , 

a l s o a p r o c e s s c o u p l e d w i t h e x e r g o n i c r e a c t i o n s . A n o t h e r 

p r o c e s s r e q u i r i n g such c o u p l i n g , but about which r e l a t i v e l y 

l i t t l e i s known, i s p r o t o p l a s m i c s t r e a m i n g o r c y c l o s i s (Rowan, 

1966). 

In the economy of l i f e p r o c e s s e s , p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n 

(which i s d e f i n e d as t h e b i o c h e m i c a l p r o c e s s by which phosphate 

or p h o s p h o r y l r a d i c a l s a re t r a n s p o r t e d t o an a c c e p t o r by a 

t r a n s f e r r e a c t i o n ) o c c u p i e s a p l a c e comparable t o t h a t o f 

n u c l e i c a c i d s i n p r o t e i n s y n t h e s i s and h e r e d i t a r y t r a n s m i s s i o n , 

of p r o t e i n s as s p e c i f i c c a t a l y s t s , and o f o x i d a t i o n - r e d u c t i o n 

systems i n energy t r a n s f e r . As a consequence o f p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n 

the r e a c t i v i t y o f a compound i n c r e a s e s . T h i s i s due, i n many 

c a s e s , t o the c a p a c i t y f o r s u b s t i t u t i n g the p h o s p h o r y l group 

w i t h o t h e r groups o r r a d i c a l s , t o a h i g h e r c a p a c i t y f o r b i n d i n g 

a c t i v e c o n s t i t u e n t s , e.g. e n z y m a t i c p r o t e i n s , o r f o r f o r m i n g 

complexes w i t h m e t a l i o n s ( M a r r e , 1961). 

P h o s p h o r y l a t i o n ( s ) . The i m p o r t a n t mechanisms by 

which o r t h o p h o s p h a t e i s i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t o o r g a n i c phosphate 

are (1) P h o t o p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n and (2) P h o s p h o r y l a t i o n c o u p l e d 

w i t h r e s p i r a t i o n . 
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PHOTOSYNTHETIC PHOSPHORYLATION i s d e f i n e d as t h e l i g h t 

i n d u c e d f o r m a t i o n o f ATP by c h l o r o p l a s t s . The s y n t h e s i s o f 

ATP by i s o l a t e d c h l o r o p l a s t s i n l i g h t w i t h o u t the a i d o f m i t o ­

c h o n d r i a was f i r s t d e s c r i b e d by Arnon e_t a l . (1954). When 

c o n d i t i o n s were a r r a n g e d so t h a t a s s i m i l a t i o n o f exogenous CO2 

was p r e v e n t e d , i s o l a t e d c h l o r o p l a s t s used l i g h t energy t o 

e s t e r i f y i n o r g a n i c phosphate. A t l e a s t two fundamental d i f ­

f e r e n c e s were apparent which demonstrated t h a t t h i s l i g h t -

i n d u c e d ATP f o r m a t i o n was not i d e n t i c a l w i t h o x i d a t i v e phosphory­

l a t i o n by m i t o c h o n d r i a . ATP f o r m a t i o n i n the i l l u m i n a t e d 

c h l o r o p l a s t s o c c u r r e d : (1) w i t h o u t the net consumption o f 0^, 

and (2) w i t h o u t t h e a d d i t i o n o f a c h e m i c a l s u b s t r a t e t o s u p p l y 

t h e f r e e energy f o r the s y n t h e s i s o f pyro-phosphate bonds. The 

o n l y " s u b s t r a t e " t h u s consumed i n p h o t o s y n t h e t i c phosphory­

l a t i o n i s l i g h t (Whatley and Losada, 1964). 

A l a r g e p a r t o f the f r e e energy which would be l o s t 

from t h e c e l l as heat i f hexose were o x i d i z e d d i r e c t l y t o 

C 0 2 and w a t e r , i s r e t a i n e d as c h e m i c a l energy t h r o u g h s y n t h e s i s 

o f ATP. 

PHOSPHORYLATION COUPLED WITH RESPIRATION a r e o f two 

t y p e s : (1) " S u b s t r a t e l e v e l p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n " i n which t h e 

p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n i s o f an i n t e r m e d i a t e d i r e c t l y i n the pathway 

o f o x i d a t i o n o f t h e r e s p i r a t o r y s u b s t r a t e . Two o f such phosphory­

l a t i o n s o c c u r , one c o u p l e d t o t h e o x i d a t i o n o f g l y c e r a l d e h y d e -

3-phosphate i n the g l y c o l y t i c pathway ( B e e v e r s , 1961), and t h e 

o t h e r c o u p l e d t o t h e o x i d a t i o n o f s u c c i n y l coenzyme A. 
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( s u c c i n y l - C o A ) i n the c i t r i c a c i d c y c l e (Kaufmann and A l i v i s a t o s , 

1955). S u b s t r a t e l e v e l p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n s are not uncoupled by 

DNP ( B e e v e r s , 1961). 

(2) " O x i d a t i v e p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n " , i s used f o r t h e 

p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n c o u p l e d w i t h the s t e p s o f the e l e c t r o n t r a n s p o r t 

c h a i n . The p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n s are c o u p l e d a t 3 s t e p s o f the c h a i n . 

Thus, w i t h the a c i d s , p y r u v a t e , c i t r a t e and c < - k e t o g l u t e r a t e 

r e a c t i n g w i t h NAD, 3 atoms o f P are e s t e r i f i e d f o r each atom 

o f oxygen absorbed. In a s i m p l e system a l l ADP would be c o n v e r t e d 

t o ATP and t h e l a t t e r would b l o c k the a c c e p t a n c e o f P by ADP. 

However, ATP i s removed i n k i n a s e r e a c t i o n s i n which more ADP 

i s formed (Rowan, 1966). 

The r a t e o f the g l y c o l y t i c pathway w i l l be a f u n c t i o n 

o f t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f t h e s u b s t r a t e s o f t h e f o u r c o n t r o l l i n g 

i r r e v e r s i b l e r e a c t i o n s ( h e x o k i n a s e , p h o s p h o f r u c t o k i n a s e , phospho-

g l y c e r o k i n a s e and p y r u v a t e k i n a s e ) . ATP a t the f i r s t two, and 

ADP a t the l a s t two r e a c t i o n s c o u l d a c t as r e g u l a t o r s i n a 

feedback mechanism. C o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f s u b s t r a t e s , not enzymes, 

have been found t o be t h e r a t e - l i m i t o r s i n t h e s e r e a c t i o n 

r a t e s (Rowan, 1966). 

The s i t e o f a c t i v a t i o n o f the g l y c o l y t i c pathway by 

t h e s e mechanisms can be d e t e c t e d by u s i n g the c r o s s - o v e r 

theorem o f Chance et_ a l . (1958) which s t a t e s t h a t a c o n t r o l 

s i t e i n a c h a i n o f r e a c t i o n i s i d e n t i f i e d under c o n d i t i o n s o f 

i n c r e a s i n g f l u x by t h e p o i n t a t which t h e r e i s a c r o s s - o v e r 

between r e l a t i v e d e p l e t i o n and r e l a t i v e a c c u m u l a t i o n o f i n t e r ­

m e d i a t e s . But i n a p p l y i n g t h i s theorem t o the a n a l y s i s o f g l y c o l y t i c 

i n t e r m e d i a t e s i n y e a s t (Ghosh and Chance, 1964), th e a c t i v a t i o n 
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o f t h e pentose phosphate pathway which would lower t h e c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n o f G-6-P must be c o n s i d e r e d . D e s p i t e t h i s , however, t h e 

d e t e c t i o n o f c r o s s - o v e r p o i n t s appears t o be the most f r u i t f u l 

method o f e x a m i n i n g the r e g u l a t i o n o f m e t a b o l i c r a t e (Rowan, 

1966) . 

Growth and Development. Phosphorus m e t a b o l i s m 

i n v o l v e s many a s p e c t s o f p l a n t growth p r o c e s s e s . As n u c l e i c 

a c i d s d i r e c t p r o t e i n s y n t h e s i s ; and p r e c u r s o r s o f p r o t e i n s , 

p o l y s a c c h a r i d e s and f a t s are formed by the t r a n s f e r o f phosphate 

o r pyrophosphate groups from n u c l e o s i d e t r i p h o s p h a t e s , the 

m e t a b o l i s m o f phosphorus i s d i r e c t l y concerned i n growth and 

development. 

While the dependence of i n t e r c o n v e r s i o n o f c a r b o ­

h y d r a t e s and r e l a t e d compounds, amino a c i d m e t a b o l i s m ( M a r r e , 

1961) and f a t m e t a b o l i s m (Stumpf, 1955) on phosphate t r a n s f e r 

p o t e n t i a l energy has been demonstrated a t the m o l e c u l a r l e v e l , 

t h e i n v o l v e m e n t o f p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n i n a number o f p h y s i o l o g i c a l 

p r o c e s s e s i s s t r o n g l y suggested by o b s e r v a t i o n s in_ v i v o . A c t i v e 

uptake o f s o l u t e s , growth by c e l l w a l l e x t e n s i o n , t r a n s l o c a t i o n , 

and the c o n t r o l o f r e s p i r a t i o n r a t e s a r e some o f the more 

prominent p r o c e s s e s . 

A c t i v e uptake o f s o l u t e s . A c c u m u l a t i o n o f e l e c t r o l y t e s 

by p l a n t c e l l s a g a i n s t an e l e c t r o c h e m i c a l g r a d i e n t o r o f non-

e l e c t r o l y t e s a g a i n s t a c h e m i c a l g r a d i e n t must be c o u p l e d w i t h 

an e x e r g o n i c p r o c e s s . E v i d e n c e s t r o n g l y s u g g e s t s t h a t some 

common b a s i c phosphate t r a n s f e r p o t e n t i a l e n e r g y - r e q u i r i n g 

mechanisms i s r e q u i r e d f o r the a c t i v e uptake o f any s o l u t e 

( L a t i e s , 1959). 
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Growth by c e l l w a l l e x t e n s i o n . Growth by c e l l d i v i s i o n 

and the s y n t h e s i s of p r o t o p l a s m a r e o b v i o u s l y phosphate t r a n s f e r 

p o t e n t i a l energy-dependent p r o c e s s e s i n s e v e r a l e s s e n t i a l 

a s p e c t s , such as p r o t e i n and n u c l e i c a c i d s y n t h e s e s . I f one 

a c c e p t s the i d e a o f a c e n t r a l r o l e o f p e c t i n a n a b o l i s m i n c e l l 

e x t e n s i o n , the n e c e s s a r y dependence o f t h i s t y pe o f growth 

appears as a b i o l o g i c a l c o r o l l a r y because ATP i s r e q u i r e d i n two, 

o r p o s s i b l y t h r e e s t e p s o f p e c t i n b i o s y n t h e s i s : h e x o s e ( o r 

u r o n i c a c i d ) p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n , UTP s y n t h e s i s f o r UDP-sugar forma­

t i o n , and a c t i v a t i o n of m e t h i o n i n e (Marre, 1961). 

T r a n s l o c a t i o n . Phosphate t r a n s f e r has been 

i m p l i c a t e d i n t h e mechanism o f t r a n s l o c a t i o n . P h o t o s y n t h a t e 

moves i n t h r e e s t a g e s : from c h l o r o p l a s t t o b u n d l e - s h e a t h , from 

b u n d l e - s h e a t h i n t o t h e s i e v e t u b e , and w i t h i n the s i e v e t u b e . 

Phosphate t r a n s f e r c o u l d be concerned i n the mechanism o f 

movement i n each s t a g e . The l i k e l y mechanisms are p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n 

o f s u g a r s , and movement by p r o t o p l a s m i c s t r e a m i n g (Canny, 1962). 

The s u c r o s e i s o l a t e d as the predominant sugar i n t h e phloem 

from many p l a n t s c o u l d be i n e q u i l i b r i u m w i t h a sugar-phosphate 

which c o u l d be t h e t r a n s i t m o l e c u l e . With r e s p e c t t o t h e p a r t i c i ­

p a t i o n o f p r o t o p l a s m i c s t r e a m i n g i n t r a n s l o c a t i o n , e v i d e n c e 

s u g g e s t s t h a t p r o t o p l a s m i c s t r e a m i n g i s c o u p l e d w i t h dephos-

p h o r y l a t i o n o f ATP (Kamiya, 1960). 

P h o s p h o r y l a t i o n and M e t a b o l i c c o n t r o l . As e s s e n t i a l 

p h o s p h o r y l a t i v e s t e p s a re i n v o l v e d i n p r a c t i c a l l y a l l m e t a b o l i c 

pathways, i t appears o b v i o u s t h a t t h e e f f i c i e n c y o f enzymes 

and the l e v e l s o f s u b s t r a t e s i n v o l v e d i n p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n 
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r e a c t i o n s c l o s e l y c o n t r o l any i m p o r t a n t p r o c e s s i n the c e l l . 

A-number o f d a t a i n d i c a t e t h a t i n h i g h e r p l a n t s , ATP, ADP and 

P^ l e v e l s may c o n t r o l g l y c o l y t i c and o x i d a t i v e m e tabolism. 

Hatch and Turner (1959) demonstrated t h a t the o p e r a t i o n o f 

t y p i c a l g l y c o l y s i s i n an acetone powder e x t r a c t from pea seeds, 

r e q u i r e d and adenine n u c l e o t i d e s . Hess (196 3) however 

m a i n t a i n e d t h a t P^ does not f i n d a p l a c e i n the scheme o f 

g l y c o l y t i c f l u x c o n t r o l i n a s c i t e tumour c e l l s . He demonstrated 

t h a t under s t e a d y - s t a t e c o n d i t i o n s g l y c o l y t i c r a t e i s c o n t r o l l e d 

by ATP. The i n h i b i t i o n o f g l y c o l y s i s e a r l i e r r e p o r t e d was 

a t t r i b u t e d t o a d i r e c t i n h i b i t i o n o f g l y c e r a l d e h y d e dehydrogenase 

and o f a l c o h o l dehydrogenase (Mossberry ejt a l _ . , 1964). 

L e v e l s o f P h o s p h o r y l a t e d I n t e r m e d i a t e s i n H i g h e r P l a n t s 

W h i l e the p r e s e n c e o f most o f the p h o s p h o r y l a t e d 

i n t e r m e d i a t e s t h a t o c c u r i n a n i m a l t i s s u e s and i n l o w e r organ­

isms have been documented, r e l a t i v e l y few d a t a a r e a v a i l a b l e 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e average c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f the main p h o s p h o r y l a t e d 

c o n s t i t u e n t s and t h e i r changes i n r e l a t i o n t o v a r i o u s p h y s i o ­

l o g i c a l s i t u a t i o n s . A s u r v e y o f r e c e n t r e p o r t s ( M a r r e , 1961) 

i n d i c a t e s t h a t hexose phosphate and adenosine phosphate, 

t o g e t h e r w i t h P^ are p r o b a b l y the q u a n t i t a t i v e l y more i m p o r t a n t 

and w i d e s p r e a d components. I t appears t h a t hexosemonophosphates 

predominate among sugar esters,, t h e i r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s r a n g i n g 

between L a n d 6 AiM/gram f r e s h w e i g h t . G-l-P and F l , 6 - P 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s are s i g n i f i c a n t l y l o w e r , r a n g i n g between 0.3 

and 2 juM/gram f r e s h w e i g h t . A c c o r d i n g t o a few d a t a a v a i l a b l e 

ATP and ADP c o n c e n t r a t i o n s v a r y between 0.2 and 1 /iM/gram f r e s h 
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w e i g h t . A q u a l i t a t i v e e v a l u a t i o n o f o t h e r n u c l e o s i d e p o l y ­

phosphates i n pea t i s s u e s shows t h a t guanosine t r i p h o s p h a t e 

and u r i d i n e t r i p h o s p h a t e (GTP and UTP) are p r e s e n t i n much 

low e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n s . T o t a l n u c l e o t i d e c o n t e n t p e r u n i t d r y 

we i g h t i n c o r n s e e d l i n g s was maximum between 5 and 6 days and 

the n l e v e l l e d o f f ( C h e r r y and Hageman, 1960). 

1.20 Growth R e t a r d i n g Chemicals and P l a n t M e t a b o l i s m 

The e f f e c t s o f growth r e t a r d a n t s on g i b b e r e l l i n s o r 

a u x i n s o r t h e i r i n t e r a c t i o n s have r e c e i v e d wide a t t e n t i o n , but 

i t i s s t i l l c o n t r o v e r s i a l as t o which i s the more b a s i c a l l y 

i n f l u e n c e d . C l e l a n d (1955), however found i n s t a n c e s i n which 

t h e r e was l i t t l e o r no mutual antagonism between t h e r e t a r d a n t s 

and g i b b e r e l l i n s o r a u x i n s . He f e l t , as some o t h e r i n v e s t i g a t o r s 

do, t h a t t h e i n h i b i t o r y e f f e c t s s h o u l d not be r e s t r i c t e d t o t h e 

hormonal l e v e l . 

I n s u p p o r t o f C l e l a n d ' s v i e w , a few o t h e r b i o c h e m i c a l 

a s p e c t s o f growth r e t a r d a n t e f f e c t s have been o b s e r v e d . Tanaka 

and T o l b e r t (1966) r e p o r t e d t h a t C y c o c e l (which i s a l s o c a l l e d 

c h l o r o c h o l i n e c h l o r i d e because i t i s an a n a l o g o f c h o l i n e ) 

s t i m u l a t e d the a c t i v i t y o f p a r t i a l l y p u r i f i e d c h o l i n e k i n a s e 

from s p i n a c h and pea l e a v e s , but i t i n h i b i t e d t h e a c t i v i t y o f 

y e a s t c h o l i n e k i n a s e . The a c t i v i t y o f d i f f e r e n t C y c o c e l a n a l o g s 

on p l a n t growth c o r r e s p o n d e d t o t h e i r s t i m u l a t o r y e f f e c t on 

i s o l a t e d c h o l i n e k i n a s e . S t i m u l a t i o n o f c h o l i n e k i n a s e o f 

s p i n a c h l e a v e s i n c r e a s e d w i t h i n c r e a s e i n C y c o c e l c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

from 13 t o 1300 ppm. C y c o c e l t h u s s t i m u l a t e d c h o l i n e k i n a s e 
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a c t i v i t y and the u t i l i z a t i o n o f c h o l i n e - C ( t h a t i s , t h e 

i n c o r p o r a t i o n i n t o l i p i d s and i n s o l u b l e c o n s t i t u e n t s o f the 

p l a n t ) , w hich e f f e c t s were r e v e r s e d by g i b b e r e l l i n A^. 

Reed e t a l . (1965) found t h a t the i n h i b i t i o n o f 

shoot e l o n g a t i o n i n dwarf and t a l l peas by B-Nine was c o r r e l a t e d 
14 

w i t h the i n h i b i t i o n o f the o x i d a t i o n o f tryptamme-2-C t o 
14 . . . 

m d o l e a c e t a l d e h y d e - 2 - C by way o f diamine o x i d a s e , xn homogenates 

p r e p a r e d from e p i c o t y l s o f young p l a n t s . The growth r e t a r d i n g 

a c t i o n o f B-Nine was a t t r i b u t e d t o the f o r m a t i o n o f 1,1-

d i m e t h y l h y d r a z i n e i n v i v o . T h e i r s t u d i e s c o n f i r m e d e a r l i e r work 

by D a h l g r e n and Simmerman (1963) which suggested t h a t CO^^ may 

r e t a r d p l a n t growth because of t h e f o r m a t i o n o f 1 , 1 - d i m e t h y l -

h y d r a z i n e and 1 , 1 - d i m e t h y l h y d r a z i n i u m hydrogen m a l e a t e . Both 

compounds were r e p o r t e d t o be produced by t h e i n t r a m o l e c u l a r l y 

c a t a l y z e d d e c o m p o s i t i o n of the growth r e t a r d a n t s i n aqueous 

s o l u t i o n s . 

Brook e t a l . (1967) found t h a t Phosfon t r e a t m e n t o f the 

pea p l a n t r e s u l t e d i n a d e c r e a s e i n s o l u b l e RNA and an i n c r e a s e 

i n r i b o s o m a l RNA. The n u c l e i c a c i d s from t r e a t e d t i s s u e s were 

more r e s i s t a n t t o RNAse d e g r a d a t i o n and endogenous RNAse 

a c t i v i t y was l ower i n t r e a t e d t i s s u e s . I t was s u g g ested t h a t 

t h e s e a l t e r a t i o n s i n n u c l e i c a c i d m e t a b o l i s m c o u l d i n t u r n 

a l t e r a wide v a r i e t y o f m e t a b o l i c p r o c e s s e s r e s u l t i n g i n 

r e t a r d e d growth. 

Ormrod and W i l l i a m s (1960) found t h a t 50 yug o f 2,4-

d i c h l o r o p h e n o x y a c e t i c a c i d (2,4-D) o r g i b b e r e l l i c a c i d per 

T r i f o l i u m p l a n t a p p l i e d as a s p r a y caused a s t r i k i n g i n c r e a s e 
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i n a c i d - s o l u b l e o r g a n i c phosphorus and a c o n c u r r e n t decrease i n 

i n o r g a n i c P as q u i c k l y as one minute a f t e r t r e a t m e n t . T u l i 

e t a l . (1964) suggested t h a t r e s p i r a t i o n i n h i b i t i o n by N -

b e n z y l a d e n i n e was a consequence o f i n h i b i t i o n o f r e s p i r a t o r y 

( g l y c o l y t i c ) k i n a s e s . The e f f e c t s o f growth r e t a r d a n t s may be 

t o i n d u c e changes i n a u x i n s o r g i b b e r e l l i n s o r b o t h , but t h e s e 

a l s o a f f e c t and are a f f e c t e d by o t h e r a s p e c t s of p l a n t m e tabolism. 
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2. MATERIALS AND METHODS 

2.1 Experiments Conducted 

D u r i n g the p e r i o d between June 19 6 6 and F e b r u a r y 19 6 9 

the f o l l o w i n g e x p e r i m e n t s were c a r r i e d o u t : 

(a) A greenhouse experiment i n which the response 

o f peas t o 5 l e v e l s ( 0 , 44, 88, 176, 352 l b . / A ) o f P„ was 

i n v e s t i g a t e d . A t the end o f t h i s experiment 3 l e v e l s ( 0 , 44, 

176) were chosen f o r c o n t r o l l e d environment s t u d i e s . 

(b) E f f e c t s o f a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s and t h e 

3 l e v e l s o f P on m i n e r a l uptake and growth a t 6 t h node, 10th 

node and f u l l bloom s t a g e s . 

(c) E f f e c t s o f a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s and t h e 

3 l e v e l s o f P on m i n e r a l uptake and d i s t r i b u t i o n i n the r o o t , 

v i n e , pod and pea seed. Growth c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and y i e l d 

were a l s o o b s e r v e d . 

(d) E f f e c t s o f C y c o c e l . Phosfon and B-Nine a t 1 and 

100 ppm on c h l o r o p h y l l c o n c e n t r a t i o n , m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n , 

growth c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s and pea y i e l d . T h i s experiment was 

c a r r i e d out i n the greenhouse. 

(e) E f f e c t s o f t e m p e r a t u r e , C y c o c e l and Phosfon on 

the l e v e l s o f G l u c o s e , Hexose pho s p h a t e s , ADP and ATP i n 5-day 

o l d pea r a d i c l e s . Seeds were ge r m i n a t e d i n p e t r i d i s h e s . 

( f ) E f f e c t s o f a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s and P on 

the l e v e l s o f compounds i n (e) i n t h e l e a f and r o o t o f 30-day 

o l d p l a n t s . 
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2.2 C o n t r o l o f A i r and S o i l Temperatures and S o i l M o i s t u r e 

For t e mperature s t u d i e s , a c o n t r o l l e d environment 

m u l t i p l e growth chamber w i t h 4 c a b i n e t s , as developed and 

d e s c r i b e d by Ormrod (1962) was used. A i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s 

were c o n t r o l l e d i n each c a b i n e t ( F i g . 1 ) . E s s e n t i a l l y the 

c a b i n e t s were o f wood c o n s t r u c t i o n . Movement o f a i r t h r o u g h 

the c a b i n e t was by means o f f a n s which c i r c u l a t e d r e f r i g e r a t e d 

i n - c o m i n g a i r , and the i n t e r n a l a i r passed t h r o u g h l i g h t p a n e l s 

t o the top o f the c a b i n e t s and thence t o t h e e x t e r i o r . 

L i g h t was p r o v i d e d by a c o m b i n a t i o n o f 10 c o o l - w h i t e 

f l u o r e s c e n t lamps and 2 40-watt t u n g s t e n f i l a m e n t lamps. The 

l i g h t p a n e l s were 70 cm above p l a n t - c o n t a i n e r l e v e l , and p r o v i d e d 

a l i g h t i n t e n s i t y o f about 16 00 f o o t - c a n d l e s (measured w i t h 

a Weston Model 756 I l l u m i n a t i o n Meter w i t h o u t c o s i n e f i l t e r ) 

a t 50 cm below t h e l i g h t s . The p h o t o p e r i o d , c o n t r o l l e d by an 
n I n t e r m a t i c n time s w i t c h , was 16 hours i n a 24-hour c y c l e . 

S o i l t e m p e r a t u r e i n each c a b i n e t was c o n t r o l l e d 

by t h e use o f water baths i n which the pot s were immersed 

( F i g . 2 ) . T h i s system i s s i m i l a r t o t h a t employed by W i l l i s 

e t a l . (1963). The water b a t h s measured 90 X 45 X 30 cm. A 

180 X 0.5 cm copper tube was c o i l e d i n each b a t h ( F i g . 3 ) . To 

one end o f the tube c o i l was a t t a c h e d a c o l d - w a t e r - i n l e t r u b b e r 

t u b e , w h i l e the o t h e r end was connected t o the w a r m - w a t e r - o u t l e t . 

C o l d water (3-5°) was c i r c u l a t e d from a r e f r i g e r a t e d tank 

( F i g . 4, 5 ) . The a s c e n t o f c o l d w ater t o t h e c o l d - w a t e r - i n l e t 
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F i g . 2. I n t e r i o r o f growth c a b i n e t showing pot placement. 
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F i g . 3. I n t e r i o r o f growth c a b i n e t showing w a t e r b a t h , c o l d 
w a ter c o i l e d copper t u b e , t h e r m o s t a t and t h e r m i s t o r s . 



A Water Tank 
B Refrigeration Motor 
C Refrigeration C o i l 
D Water Pump 
E Water Tube from Pump 
F Copper Manifold 
6 Inlet Water Tube 

H Water Bath 
I Solenoid Valve 
J Thermostat 
K Copper Tube C o i l 
L Outlet Water Tube 
M Water 

Fi g . Schematic diagram of s o i l temperature control 
equipment. 



i g . 5. R e f r i g e r a t e d w ater t a n k . 
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was f o r c e d by a pump. The c o i l e d tube ensured c o n t i n u o u s 

c o o l i n g o f water i n the b a t h , as needed, t h r o u g h a t h e r m o s t a t -

o p e r a t e d s o l e n o i d v a l v e . Water r e t u r n e d t o the r e f r i g e r a t e d 

tank m a i n l y by g r a v i t y . 

Because s o i l m o i s t u r e i s known t o i n f l u e n c e P uptake 

by p l a n t s (Simpson, 1960), i t was n e c e s s a r y t o keep the s o i l 

m o i s t u r e c o n t e n t c l o s e t o optimum f o r P u p t a k e , which i s c l o s e 

t o f i e l d c a p a c i t y . A l s o , s o i l m o i s t u r e c o n t r o l was d e s i r a b l e 

t o m i n i m i z e v a r i a t i o n s due t o d i f f e r e n c e s i n s o i l m o i s t u r e 

c o n t e n t between temperature regimes and P l e v e l s . I n a d d i t i o n , 

the p o t s submerged i n the wa t e r b a t h s d i d not have f r e e d r a i n a g e . 

A t r i a l was c a r r i e d o u t , u s i n g the I n d u s t r i a l 

I n s t r u m e n t s Model BN-2A Bouyoucos Meter and gypsum r e s i s t a n c e 

b l o c k s , t o determine the m o i s t u r e c o n t e n t of t h e s o i l a t f i e l d 

c a p a c i t y (F.C.) and permanent w i l t i n g p o i n t (P.W.P.). Pea and 

s u n f l o w e r s e e d l i n g s were used ( F i g . 6 ) . An e a r l i e r t r i a l w i t h 

''Irrometer" t e n s i o m e t e r s was u n s a t i s f a c t o r y w i t h r e s p e c t t o 

s e n s i t i v i t y . There were minor d i f f e r e n c e s i n the s u n f l o w e r 

and pea d a t a . The l a t t e r was used. 

The m o i s t u r e c o n t e n t a t e s t i m a t e d F.C. (72-hour 

d r a i n a g e a f t e r s a t u r a t i o n ) was about 28% o f oven d r y weight 

of s o i l . T h i s gave 10 2% on the Bouyoucos meter and was r e g a r d e d 

as 100%. P.W.P. was about 10% o f oven dry we i g h t o f s o i l , 

w hich c o r r e s p o n d e d t o 15% on t h e meter. 

To determine the amount o f water r e q u i r e d t o b r i n g 

6 kg o f s o i l t o 100% on the meter, v a r y i n g known q u a n t i t i e s o f 

water were added and the p e r c e n t a g e changes on the meter 



r e c o r d e d . C a l c u l a t i o n s showed t h a t about 5 5 ml o f water was 

r e q u i r e d t o r a i s e t h e meter r e a d i n g 1% w i t h i n the range 20 

t o 100%. Meter r e a d i n g s were s u b s e q u e n t l y t a k e n e v e r y 3 days 

up t o the 6 t h node s t a g e , and d a i l y t h e r e a f t e r . The s o i l was 

watered a c c o r d i n g t o i n d i c a t e d r e q u i r e m e n t , which was o f t e n e r 

a t t h e h i g h e r temperatures.' 

Two a i r and two s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s were combined i n t o 

f o u r a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . These were d a y / n i g h t / 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s o f 21/13/10, 21/13/18, 30/21/10, 30/21/18°. 

The c a b i n e t s c o n t i g u o u s t o t h e r e f r i g e r a t e d tank c a r r i e d the 

10° s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e ( F i g . 4 ) . 

2.3 S o i l , F e r t i l i z e r A p p l i c a t i o n s , P l a n t i n g and H a r v e s t i n g 

A low-P Monroe S i l t Loam from t h e Lower F r a s e r V a l l e y 

o f B r i t i s h Columbia was used. C h e m i c a l a n a l y s e s i n d i c a t e d t h e 

f o l l o w i n g c o m p o s i t i o n : pH ( w a t e r ) . 6.1; N, 0.24%; a v a i l . P, 

4 ppm; exch. K, 0.3 m.e./lOO g; exch. Ca, 10.8 m.e./lOO g; 

exch. Mg, 1.6 m.e./lOO g; t o t a l exchangeable b a s e s , 18.4 m.e./ 

100 g. The w e i g h t o f a i r - d r y s o i l i n t h e 4 L pot used was 6 kg. 

A commercial superphosphate f e r t i l i z e r (20% ^2^5^ 

was used as t h e P s o u r c e . Each p o t , i n c l u d i n g c o n t r o l s , 

r e c e i v e d a b a s a l d r e s s i n g o f m u r i a t e o f p o t a s h (60% K 20) r e q u i r e d 

t o s u p p l y 16 5 l b . K/A. The weight o f f e r t i l i z e r r e q u i r e d t o 

s u p p l y 44 and 176 l b . P/A were 1.4 and 5.6 g r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

w h i l e 0.8 g/pot was r e q u i r e d f o r 165 l b . K/A. 

A greenhouse s t u d y was c a r r i e d out t o e s t a b l i s h a 

r e s p o n s e c u r v e o f pea p l a n t s grown i n the e x p e r i m e n t a l s o i l 

a t 5 l e v e l s o f P: 0, 44, 88, 176 and 352 l b . / A . 3 l e v e l s 
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( 0 , 44, 176) were s u b s e q u e n t l y chosen f o r the a i r and s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e s t u d i e s . The 44 l b . l e v e l was chosen on the b a s i s 

o f maximum e f f i c i e n c y (pea y i e l d p e r u n i t o f P a p p l i e d ) , and 

t h e 176 l b . l e v e l was chosen t o p r o v i d e a s u p r a - o p t i m a l r a t e . 

The b a s a l d r e s s i n g o f K was b r o a d c a s t o v e r and mixed 

u n i f o r m l y w i t h the s o i l . The pot was f i l l e d w i t h 2 kg o f s o i l 

and a gypsum r e s i s t a n c e b l o c k put i n p l a c e . 3.5 kg o f s o i l 

was poured onto the b l o c k . The P f e r t i l i z e r was t h e n a p p l i e d 

i n a band, u s i n g a 10 cm. d i a . f u n n e l as a c o n v e n i e n t and 

r e p r o d u c i b l e marker f o r the f e r t i l i z e r band. The r e s t (0.5 kg) 

of the s o i l was used t o c o v e r the f e r t i l i z e r . A f t e r each 

experiment t h e s o i l was d i s c a r d e d and t h e pot f i l l e d w i t h 

f r e s h s o i l . 

Seeds o f pea, Pisum s a t i v u m L. cv. Dark S k i n 

P e r f e c t i o n were t r e a t e d w i t h a s l u r r y o f peat base i n o c u l u m 

" N i t r a g i n " about 30 minutes b e f o r e p l a n t i n g . 6 seeds were sown 

3 cm. o u t s i d e t h e p e r i p h e r y o f t h e f e r t i l i z e r - band u s i n g a 

marked peg t o o b t a i n a r e p r o d u c i b l e depth o f 2 cm. A 3 cm 

l a y e r o f peat moss was s p r e a d on top o f the s o i l t o m i n i m i z e 

e v a p o r a t i o n . 50 0 ml o f water was added t o each pot and t h e p o t s 

were t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o the t r e a t m e n t c a b i n e t s . At 2-node st a g e 

(between 7 and 10 days a f t e r s e e d i n g ) , the s e e d l i n g s were 

t h i n n e d t o 4 per p o t , f o r u n i f o r m i t y . From t h i s s t a g e onward, 

w a t e r i n g was done a c c o r d i n g t o the r e q u i r e m e n t s o f the 4 p l a n t s 

i n each p o t . Water from a b o t t l e k e p t i n t h e water bath was 

used f o r t h e 6 p o t s (2 r e p l i c a t e s each o f the 3 l e v e l s o f P) 

i n t h a t b a t h , t o m i n i m i z e v a r i a t i o n s i n s o i l temperature'. The 

\ 
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d e p a r t u r e o f s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e from water b a t h temperature was 

o n l y about 1°. Temperatures were r e a d u s i n g a system o f 

t h e r m i s t o r s connected t o an e x t e r n a l l y s i t u a t e d Y e l l o w S p r i n g s 

I n s t r u m e n t s r e s i s t a n c e b r i d g e . 

At the p r e - d e f i n e d growth s t a g e s ( 6 t h node, 10th 

node, f u l l bloom and e s t i m a t e d m a r k e t a b l e m a t u r i t y o f peas) the 

p l a n t s were c u t a t s o i l l e v e l . F u l l bloom was r e g a r d e d as the 

sta g e a t which each o f the 4 p l a n t s i n a pot was a t 0.5 

blossom s t a g e a c c o r d i n g t o the c l a s s i f i c a t i o n scheme deve l o p e d 

by Maurer et_ a l . (1966). M a r k e t a b l e m a t u r i t y o f peas was 

e s t i m a t e d by p o d - f i l l . The p l a n t was s e p a r a t e d i n t o r o o t , 

v i n e , pod and pea seed components. The r o o t was c a r e f u l l y 

s e p a r a t e d from s o i l by the f l o t a t i o n method o f M c K e l l e t a l . 

(1961). F r e s h w e i g h t s were det e r m i n e d i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 

h a r v e s t i n g . The t i s s u e s were d r i e d i n a f o r c e d a i r oven a t 

60° f o r 48 h o u r s , weighed, ground i n a W i l e y m i l l and d r y -

ashed i n a m u f f l e f u r n a c e a t 500° . Dry a s h i n g a t 500° i s 

w i t h i n t h e temp e r a t u r e range g i v e n by C l a r k s o n (1966) as 

b e i n g i n agreement w i t h r e s u l t s o b t a i n e d w i t h wet a s h i n g . 

2.4 A p p l i c a t i o n o f Growth R e t a r d i n g Chemicals 

A t t h e 5th t o 6th node stage (15 days a f t e r s e e d i n g ) 

each p l a n t was s p r a y e d w i t h 10 ml o f r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l con­

t a i n i n g 0.1% " T r i t o n B-1956" s u r f a c t a n t , u s i n g a do m e s t i c 

p l u n g e r s p r a y e r w i t h 4 j e t s . C o n t r o l p l a n t s were s p r a y e d w i t h 

s u r f a c t a n t o n l y . The pot s were th e n p l a c e d on t h e greenhouse 

bench i n a randomized complete b l o c k d e s i g n . There were 6 

r e p l i c a t e s ( b l o c k s ) f o r each t r e a t m e n t , and 2 ru n s ( t h a t i s , 

one r e p e t i t i o n o f t h e e n t i r e s e t up) o f the ex p e r i m e n t . 
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For r a d i c l e s t u d i e s , 10 seeds were p l a c e d i n steam-

s t e r i l i z e d p e t r i d i s h e s . 10 ml o f r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l was 

added. The p e t r i d i s h e s were t r a n s f e r r e d i n t o growth c a b i n e t s 

a t 2 5° i n the d a r k . 

2.5 ^ A n a l y t i c a l Techniques 

PLASTID PIGMENTS. Two days b e f o r e h a r v e s t i n g , 

c h l o r o p h y l l and c a r o t e n o i d a n a l y s e s were c a r r i e d out on 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e samples t a k e n from f u l l y expanded l e a v e s a t the 

2 youngest nodes. U s u a l l y , 0.5 g sample, made up o f 9 t o 15 

l e a v e s depending on s i z e , was used. Leaves were c u t i n t o 

p i e c e s and ground w i t h acid-washed sand and CaCO^ i n c o l d 

acetone u s i n g a c h i l l e d m o r t a r . Repeated e x t r a c t i o n was done, 

the e x t r a c t s c e n t r i f u g e d a t 2000 rpm, p o o l e d and made t o volume. 

Absorbance was r e a d w i t h a Beckman DU Spectrophotometer u s i n g 

1 cm q u a r t z c e l l s . C o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f c h l o r o p h y l l s a and b were 

c a l c u l a t e d a c c o r d i n g t o MacKinney's (1940) s p e c i f i c a b s o r p t i o n 

c o e f f i c i e n t s . von W e t t s t e i n ' s (1957) e q u a t i o n was used t o 

c a l c u l a t e c a r o t e n o i d c o n c e n t r a t i o n . 

MINERAL COMPOSITION. Che m i c a l a n a l y s i s was done as 

f o l l o w s : semi-micro K j e l d a h l f o r N; P by phospho-molybdate 

c o l o r i m e t r y u s i n g a Beckman C c o l o r i m e t e r ; Ca and Mg by atomic 

a b s o r p t i o n ; and K by flame e m i s s i o n photometry (A.O.A.C., 1965) 

u s i n g an Evans E l e c t r o s e l e n i u m Atomic A b s o r p t i o n flame photometer, 

and a Texas I n s t r u m e n t s Servo R i t e r I I r e c o r d e r . T o t a l amounts 

of m i n e r a l s i n p l a n t t i s s u e s were computed from c o m p o s i t i o n 

and d r y w e i ght d a t a . 
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PHOSPHORYLATED COMPOUNDS. Hexose p h o s p h a t e s , ADP 

and ATP, as w e l l as g l u c o s e , were s p e a r a t e d by i o n exchange 

chromatography, w i t h the use o f b o r a t e c o m p l e x i n g as deve l o p e d 

by Khym and Cohn (195 3) and l a t e r used f o r the s e p a r a t i o n o f 

phosphates from Scenedesmus by Goodman e t a l . (1955). 

A c o m b i n a t i o n o f c o l d e x t r a c t i o n s i m i l a r t o t h a t 

s u g g e sted by B i e l e s k i (1964) and c h e m i c a l i n h i b i t i o n (Shaw, 

1968, B u r s t o n , 1962) was used t o i n h i b i t phosphatases because 

i t was found more e f f e c t i v e t h a n c o l d a c i d s (Rowan, 1966). 

L i q u i d N was added t o 1.0-2.0 g o f f r e s h p l a n t t i s s u e . 

T h i s r e s u l t e d i n an immediate f r e e z i n g o f the t i s s u e . The 

t i s s u e was t h e n homogenized f o r 5 minutes i n c o l d 80% e t h a n o l 

c o n t a i n i n g 0.001M NaF a t -20°. The homogenate was c e n t r i f u g e d 

a t 9000 X g f o r 15 minutes a t 0-2°. The e x t r a c t was c o n c e n t r a t e d 

i n vacuo t o 10 ml. C h l o r o p h y l l and p h o s p h o l i p i d s were removed 

w i t h hexane, as t h i s was found t o be more s a t i s f a c t o r y t h a n 

e t h a n o l - p e t r o l e u m e t h e r method used by Goodman e t a l _ . (1955 ). 

The e x t r a c t was ke p t a t -20° u n t i l i t was r e q u i r e d f o r a n a l y s i s . 

S e p a r a t i o n o f the compounds was done by a n i o n 

exchange u s i n g Dowex 1 - X8 (200-400 mesh) i n C l ~ form. The 

exchanger was washed f r e e o f f i n e s by r e p e a t e d d e c a n t a t i o n and 

s l u r r i e d i n t o a 3 0 X 1.5 cm "Pharmacia" column. The exchanger 

was c o n v e r t e d t o the C l ~ form by r u n n i n g 2 0 bed volumes o f 1M 

HC1 t h r o u g h the column. Excess C l ~ was removed by r u n n i n g 

2 0 bed volumes o f water t h r o u g h the column. 
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An LKB U l t r o r a c 7000 f r a c t i o n c o l l e c t o r was used t o 

s e p a r a t e the e f f l u e n t . An LKB P e r i s t a l t i c pump was used t o 

r e g u l a t e the e l u t i o n r a t e a t 2.5 ml/minute. The column, 

f r a c t i o n c o l l e c t o r , pump and e l u e n t r e s e r v o i r were a l l i n a 

r e f r i g e r a t o r , and temperature was k e p t a t 3°. The column was 

r e g e n e r a t e d a f t e r each sample r u n , and a g i v e n r e s i n bed was 

used f o r a maximum o f 6 sample r u n s . 

Ba and K s a l t s o f a u t h e n t i c p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds 

were o b t a i n e d from Mann Research L a b o r a t o r i e s , New Y.ork. The 

a u t h e n t i c compounds were; g l u c o s e - l - p h o s p h a t e d i p o t a s s i u m ; 

g l u c o s e - 6 - p h o s p h a t e d i b a r i u m ; f r u c t o s e - 6 - p h o s p h a t e barium; 

f r u c t o s e 1,6-diphosphate barium; adenosine monophosphate d i h y d r a t e ; 

adenosine d i p h o s p h a t e barium; and adenosine t r i p h o s p h a t e d i b a r i u m . 

A s t r o n g c a t i o n exchanger, Dowex 50W - X8 i n H + 

form (200-400 mesh) was used b a t c h w i s e t o c o n v e r t t h e Ba and K 

s a l t s o f the a u t h e n t i c compounds t o t h e i r a c i d s . The s o l u t i o n s 

were n e u t r a l i z e d w i t h IN NH^OH and s t o r e d a t -20°. The 

s o l u t i o n s o f the a u t h e n t i c compounds were r u n t h r o u g h the 

column t o d e t e r m i n e the r e c o v e r y o f each compound. A s u c c e s s i o n 

o f e l u t i n g agents were used f o r s e l e c t i v e l y d e s o r b i n g t h e 

p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds. The e l u t i n g agents and t h e o r d e r o f 

use were as f o l l o w s : 

Compound E l u t i n g agent E f f l u e n t v o l . . , ml. 

G l u c o s e .001M NH^OH 150 

G-l-P .025 NH^Cl +-.01M ^2

B^°7 3 0 0 

G-6-P .025 NH 4C1 + .0025 MH^OH + 300 

.001M K 2 B 4 0 ? 
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Compound E l u t i n g agent E f f l u e n t v o l . , ml, 

F-6-P .025 NH^Cl + .0025 NH^OH + 300 

.00001M K 2 B 4 0 7 

ADP .01M HC1 300 

F l , 6 - P .02M HC1 + .02M KC1 300 

ATP .02M HC1 + .20M KC1 300 

Recovery p e r c e n t a g e s o f the a u t h e n t i c compounds 

v a r i e d between 94 f o r G-l-P and 102 f o r G l u c o s e , and were 

thus s i m i l a r t o thos e o b t a i n e d by Goodman e t a l . (1955). 

Recovery was dete r m i n e d by comparing a m i x t u r e o f t h e compounds 

s e p a r a t e d on the column w i t h i n d i v i d u a l compounds not r u n 

thr o u g h t h e column. 

A f t e r s e p a r a t i o n , the v e r y d i l u t e s o l u t i o n o f each 

compound was c o n c e n t r a t e d i n vacuo t o 6-8 ml. f o r the hexose 

phosphates and 15 ml f o r the aden o s i n e phosphates. G l u c o s e 

needed no c o n c e n t r a t i o n . The f i n a l e x t r a c t o f each compound 

was n e u t r a l i z e d w i t h NH^OH and a n a l y z e d . 

For the q u a n t i t a t i v e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f g l u c o s e and 

the p h o s p h o r y l a t e d s u g a r s , Dreywood's anthrone r e a g e n t method 

( M o r r i s , 1948) used by Khym and Cohn (1953) was found t o be 

u n s a t i s f a c t o r y w i t h the pea e x t r a c t s due t o the f o r m a t i o n o f 

brown c o l l o i d a l p a r t i c l e s . T h i s may have r e s u l t e d from i n t e r ­

f e r e n c e by n i t r a t e o r n i t r i t e (Juo and S t o t z k y , 1967). The 

method o f S c o t t e_t a l _ . (1967 ) employing c o n c e n t r a t e d s u l p h u r i c 

a c i d was used i n s t e a d . T h i s method i s based on the f o r m a t i o n 

o f u l t r a v i o l e t - a b s o r b i n g f u r a n a l d e h y d e s i n s t r o n g s u l p h u r i c 

a c i d . 
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To 0.5 ml o f sugar s o l u t i o n i n a 20 X 2 cm. t e s t 

tube was r a p i d l y added 40 ml o f 95% r e a g e n t grade s u l p h u r i c 

a c i d from an a u t o m a t i c p i p e t t e , and the s o l u t i o n mixed. The 

tube was c o r k e d and p l a c e d i n a 70° water b a t h f o r 30 minutes. 

The tube was th e n c o o l e d t o room t e m p e r a t u r e . Absorbance was 

r e a d w i t h a Unicam SP 800 U l t r a v i o l e t s p e c t r o p h o t o m e t e r , u s i n g 

1 cm q u a r t z c e l l s . Maximum absorbance o f the c a r b o h y d r a t e s 

was found t o be a t 322 mju. T h i s method was found t o be v e r y 

s a t i s f a c t o r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h r e s p e c t t o r e p r o d u c i b i l i t y . 

Absorbance o f ADP and ATP was r e a d d i r e c t l y a f t e r c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

i n vacuo. Maximum absorbance a t pH 7.0 was a t 260 mu. 

Cont e n t s were e x p r e s s e d per u n i t f r e s h w e i g ht because t h e r e 

were no s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e p e r c e n t d r y m a t t e r o f 

the t i s s u e s . 

2.6 S t a t i s t i c a l A n a l y s e s o f Data 

A l l d a t a were examined by the a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e 

u s i n g an IBM Model 7044 e l e c t r o n i c computer. 

For the greenhouse experiment i n which t h e response 

o f peas t o 5 l e v e l s o f P was i n v e s t i g a t e d , the randomized 

complete b l o c k d e s i g n was used. The pot s were p l a c e d i n a 

manner i n which t h e 5 l e v e l s o f P were a l o n g t h e bench, 

w h i l e t h e 4 r e p l i c a t e s c o n s t i t u t e d 4 b l o c k s a c r o s s the bench. 

The b l o c k e f f e c t was not s i g n i f i c a n t , so d a t a were r e a n a l y z e d 

a c c o r d i n g t o t h e c o m p l e t e l y randomized d e s i g n . 

I n the c o n t r o l l e d environment work, the c o m p l e t e l y 

randomized d e s i g n was used w i t h i n each t e m p e r a t u r e regime. 
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Each experiment was conducted t w i c e . There were thus 2 RUNS 

each o f 2 r e p l i c a t e s f o r a t o t a l o f 4 r e p l i c a t e s ( p o t s ) . I n 

the combined a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e t h e r e was a t e s t i n g term 

f o r each o f the f o l l o w i n g : Run, Temperature, Phosphorus and 

a l l p o s s i b l e i n t e r a c t i o n s . S i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s o c c u r r e d 

between t e m p r a t u r e and phosphorus i n the combined a n a l y s i s o f 

d a t a f o r main e f f e c t s a t each growth s t a g e . T h e r e f o r e , i n d i v i d u a l 

a n a l y s e s were a l s o made f o r the s i m p l e e f f e c t o f phosphorus 

a t each growth s t a g e and each t e m p e r a t u r e regime. 

For the growth r e t a r d a n t e x p e r i m e n t , the 2 c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n s o f each o f the 3 compounds and the c o n t r o l were r e g a r d e d 

as d i f f e r e n t t r e a t m e n t s . There were thus 7 t r e a t m e n t s . The 

randomized complete b l o c k d e s i g n was used w i t h t r e a t m e n t s 

a l o n g t h e bench, and the 6 r e p l i c a t e s ( b l o c k s , p o t s ) a c r o s s 

t h e bench. There were 2 runs o f the experiment so t h a t t h e r e 

was a t e s t i n g t e r m f o r Run, B l o c k , Treatment and t h e i r 

i n t e r a c t i o n s . 

Treatment means were s u b j e c t e d t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e 

range t e s t (Duncan, 1955) f o r d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e s among i n d i v i d u a l means. 
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3. RESULTS 

3.1 P l a n t Response t o Phosphorus F e r t i l i z e r i n the Greenhouse 

When pea p l a n t s were grown i n the greenhouse, P 

f e r t i l i z e r a p p l i e d a t r a t e s o f between 0 and 352 l b . / A , i n c r e a s e d 

pod w e i g h t , pea weight and t o t a l d r y m a t t e r , but had no e f f e c t on 

p l a n t h e i g h t and mean i n t e r n o d e l e n g t h ( T a b l e 1 ) . 

E x p r e s s e d as p e r c e n t o f dry m a t t e r , N and P were 

g e n e r a l l y h i g h e s t i n t h e pea seed (Table 2 ) . While N was l e a s t 

i n t h e pod, P was l e a s t i n b o t h the pod and the v i n e . K, Ca and 

Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were h i g h e s t i n the v i n e . W h i l e Ca and Mg were 

l e a s t i n the pea, K was l e a s t i n the pod. 

E x p r e s s e d as t o t a l m i l l i g r a m s o f u p t a k e , M i n t h e pea 

seed was s l i g h t l y l e s s t h a n i n the v i n e , w h i l e P was s l i g h t l y 

more i n the seed t h a n i n the v i n e . K, Ca and Mg were g r e a t e s t 

i n the v i n e . 

A p p l i e d P i n c r e a s e d the c o n c e n t r a t i o n s and t o t a l 

c o n t e n t s o f N i n the v i n e , pod and pea seed. P i n the v i n e and 

pod i n c r e a s e d w i t h a p p l i e d P i n a l l t i s s u e s e x c e p t t h e pea seed. 

P had no e f f e c t on the c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f K, Ca and Mg i n a l l 

t i s s u e s w i t h the e x c e p t i o n o f s l i g h t changes i n Ca i n t h e pea 

seed. P however i n c r e a s e d the t o t a l c o n t e n t s o f a l l m i n e r a l s i n 

a l l t i s s u e s . 



T a b l e 1. E f f e c t s o f Phosphorus F e r t i l i z a t i o n on growth and y i e l d f a c t o r s o f pea 
p l a n t s grown i n the greenhouse, V a l u e s a r e f o r one p l a n t . 

Lbs. 
Mean 

i n t e r - V i n e Pod Peas 
P 

p e r 
a c r e 

P l a n t 
h e i g h t 
(cm) 

node 
l e n g t h 
(cm) 

d r y 
w e i ght 

(g) No. 

Dry 
weight 

(g) No. 

F r e s h 
weight 

<g> 

Dry 
weight 

<g> 

T o t a l 
d r y 

m a t t e r 
<g> 

0 8 7.0a* 4.9a 2 .97c 2 .5c 1.03c 12. 5d 4.78d 1.01c 5 . 01c 

44 90 . 5a 5 .0a 3.63b 3 .5b 1.46b 19 .5c 10 .38c 2.19b 7.28b 

88 90. 8a 5 . 0a 3.78ab 3 . 8ab 1.56ab 22 .0b 11.71b 2 .55b 7.89ab 

176 91.0a 5.0a 3.98ab 4 . Oab 1.67a 22.8b 12.38ab 2.6 3ab 8 . 28a 

352 93. 5a 5 . 0a 4 .33a 4 . 3a 1. 83a 24.5a 13 .20a 2.85a 9 .01a 

Each f i g u r e i s t h e mean o f 4 r e p l i c a t e s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by the same l e t t e r 
w i t h i n a p a r t i c u l a r measurement are not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.05 
a c c o r d i n g t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 

05 
CO 



T a b l e 2. E f f e c t s o f Phosphorus F e r t i l i z a t i o n on t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s and t o t a l 
c o n t e n t s o f N, P, K, Ca and Mg i n the v i n e , pod and pea o f greenhouse-
grown p l a n t s . 

Lbs. 
P Per cen t o f d r y m a t t e r M i l l i g r a m s p e r p l a n t 

P l a n t p e r 
t i s s u e a c r e N P K Ca Mg N P K Ca Mg 

Vi n e 

Pod 

Pea 

0 2 . 65 c" 0 ,13d 1. 96a 3 .25a 0 .43a 79c 3d 58b 94c 13b 
44 2 . 98b 0 . 15d 2 . 27a 3 .84a 0 • 48a 109b 5c 82a 139b 17a 
88 3. 04b 0 .16c 2. 07a 3 .80a 0 .43a 116b 5c 79a 143ab 17a 

176 3. 2 8ab 0 .19b 2. 18a 3 .75a 0 .41a 13 l a b 7b 87a 149ab 17a 
352 3. 34a 0 .23a 2 . 11a 3 .76a 0 .41a 144a 10a 91a 163a 18a 

0 1. 18b 0 .12b 1. 26a 1 .57a 0 . 31a 13c I d 13b 16b 3b 
44 1. 47b 0 . 17b 1. 17a 1 .74a 0 .34a 21b 2c 17b 25a 5a 
88 1. 60a 0 .17b 1. 24a 1 .85a 0 .32a 25ab 2c 19ab 29a 5a 

176 1. 70a 0 . 23a 1. 37a 1 .61a 0 .31a 28ab 4b 23a 27a 5a 
352 1. 83a 0 .27a 1. 23a 1 .69a 0 . 30a 33a 6a 23a 31a 5a 

0 3. 64b 0 .34a 1. 58a 0 .10d 0 . 19a 37c 3c 16c I d 2c 
44 4. 33a 0 .34a 1. 59a 0 .11c 0 .20a 95b 7b 35b 2c 5b 
88 4. 37a- 0 . 35a 1. 51a 0 .11c 0 • 19a 112ab 9b 38b 2c 5b 

176 4. 39a 0 . 35a 1. 60a 0 .12b 0 .19a 115a 9b 42a 3b 5b 
352 4. 42a 0 .39a 1. 47a 0 .13a 0 .21a 126a 12a 42a 4a 6a 

Each f i g u r e i s the mean o f 4 r e p l i c a t e s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by the same l e t t e r 
w i t h i n a p a r t i c u l a r element and t i s s u e a r e not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t 
P = 0.0 5 a c c o r d i n g t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 
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3.2 E f f e c t s o f Phosphorus N u t r i t i o n on Growth and M i n e r a l  

Uptake a t 3 P r e - f r u i t i n g Growth Stages as I n f l u e n c e d  

by A i r and S o i l Temperatures 

The u t i l i z a t i o n o f P i n p r o m o t i n g growth and i n f l u e n c i n g 

m i n e r a l uptake v a r i e d w i t h the a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n s . 

T h i s was e v i d e n t from the s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s between tempera­

t u r e and phosphorus f o r most o f the v a r i a b l e s i n the combined 

a n a l y s i s o f v a r i a n c e ( T a b l e s 3, 4 and 5 ) . The s i m p l e e f f e c t s o f 

phosphorus a t each t e m p e r a t u r e regime were t h e r e f o r e d e t e r m i n e d . 

GROWTH 

P l a n t H e i g h t . A p p l i e d P had no e f f e c t on p l a n t h e i g h t and mean 

i n t e r n o d e l e n g t h a t the 6 t h and 10th node s t a g e s ( T a b l e 6 ) . A t 

f u l l bloom, P a t t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e i n c r e a s e d p l a n t h e i g h t a t a l l 

t e m p e r a t u r e regimes e x c e p t a t the c o o l a i r and low s o i l tempera­

t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n (21/13/10° d a y / n i g h t / s . o i l ) where P had no 

s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t . The i n f l u e n c e o f P a t the 176 l b . / A r a t e 

was not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t from t h a t a t t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e . 

Dry M a t t e r P r o d u c t i o n . A t the 6th node s t a g e , P had no e f f e c t 

on t h e d r y we i g h t o f p l a n t s a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes except 

a t 21/13/18° where P a t the 176 l b . / A r a t e i n c r e a s e d v i n e w e i g h t 

38% ( T a b l e 6 ) . 

A t the 10th node and f u l l bloom s t a g e s , P i n c r e a s e d 

the d r y weight o f p l a n t s a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes. I n c r e a s e s 

due t o P were g r e a t e r a t the h i g h s o i l t e m perature o f 18° than 

a t 10°. ' A l s o , the i n c r e a s e due t o P a t the h i g h s o i l t e m perature 

was g r e a t e r a t the c o o l d a y / n i g h t a i r temperature o f 21/13° than 



T a b l e 3. An example o f a Combined A n a l y s i s o f V a r i a n c e Computer Output 
f o r Main E f f e c t s 

Source DF Sum Sq Mean Sq E r r o r F Prob. 

Run 1 0.00047 0.00047 00.01 0 . 8 779 

Temp 3 0.76092 0 .25354 RXT (A) 61.09 0 . 0069 

RXT (A) 3 0.01246 0.00415 0.11 0 .9502 

Phosph 2 - 0.40887 0.20444 ERR (B) 71.11 0 .0001 

TXP 6 0.18363 0.03061 ERR (B) 10.65 0 .0023 

ERR (B) 8 0.02299 0.00287 0.07 0 .9994 

E r r o r 24 0.92475 0.03853 

T o t a l 47 2.31410 

V a r i a b l e : Dry weight o f p l a n t s a t t h e 10th node stage 

Temp: 21/13/10 , 21/13/18, 30/21/10 , 30/21/18.; Day/night/soil°C 

Phosph: 0, 44, 176 l b s . P per a c r e . 



Table 4. F values and the significances of Main Effects at each growth stage, and of each plant tissue at crop maturity. 
Part I. Dry matter and mineral concentrations. 

Pre-fruiting stages Crop maturity 
Treat. 6th 10th F u l l 

Variable effects node node bloom Root Vine Pod Pea 

Dry weight Temp. 52.9** 61.1** 24.9* 3.5n.s. 6 3.9** 7 0.8** 15 .0* Dry weight 
Phos. 18.7** 71.1** 175.3** 106.8** 65.0** 57.2** 61 
TXP 7.5** 10.7** 18.7** 4.9* 5.2* 4.9* 2 .On.s. 

%N Temp. 127.3** 8.8n.s. 6.9n.s. 10.4n.s. 8.2n.s. 2.9n.s. 12 .7n.s. 
Phos. 34.2** 28.7** 9.8** 41.0** 11.0** 9.3** 7 . 9* 
TXP 1.5n.s. 6.2* 4.9* 0.7n.s. 1.7n.s. 0.9n.s. 0 .7n.s. 

%P Temp. 178.4** 2.6n.s. 10.6* 4.On.s. 30.3** O.ln.s. 2 .5n.s. 
Phos. 42.1** 145.1** 262.5** 55.1** 33.4** 4.On.s. 106 .0** 
TXP 1.2n.s. 2.7n.s. 1.6n.s . 4.7* 2.1n.s. 0.6n.s. . 12 .4** 

%K Temp. 17 0.0** 65.1** 194.3** 149.7** 179.2** 23.5* • 2 .6n.s. 
Phos. 5.7* 79.5** 10.0** 0.4n.s. 2.6n.s. 2.7n.s. 0 .5n.s. 
TXP 14.2** 8.3** 5.4** 23.1** 3.3n.s. 1.7n.s. 1 .ln.s. 

%Ca Temp. 5.5n.s . 7.On.s. 3.7n.s. 26.5* 8.2n.s. 8.In.s. 226 . 1** 
Phos. 1.On.s. 24.1** 245.9** 15.5** 330.3** 1.4n.s. 6 '.8* 

' TXP 2.7n.s. 3.4n.s. 2.9n.s. 1.5n.s. 7.9** 0.4n.s. 7 .1** 
%Mg Temp. 15.7* 8.2n.s. 1.9n.s. 643.6** 100.4** 5.On.s. 15 .0* %Mg 

Phos. 5.1* 1.On.s. 13.9** 2.2n.s. 27.3** O.ln.s. 0 .4n.s. 
TXP 0.4n.s. 0.8n.s. 0.8n.s. 7.6* 1.8n.s. 0.2n.s. 0 .3n.s. 

C D 
- J 



Table 5. F values and the significances of Main Effects at each growth stage, and of each plant tissue at crop maturity. 
Part II. Total mineral contents. 

Pre-fruiting stages Crop maturity 
Treat. 6th 10th F u l l 

Variable effects node node bloom Root Vine Pod Pea 
mg. N Temp. 81.3** 13.2* 148.9** 1.4n.s.- 30 . 3** 17.2* 85.8** 

Phos. 43.5** 89.3** 265.4** 66.5** 65 .7** 3.9n.s. 133.1*^* 
TXP 13.2** 26.5** 20.9** 5.6* 7 .5** 1.In.s. 6.7** 

mg. P Temp. 79.6** 50.9** 44 .4** 1.6n.s. 23 .6* 7.3n.s. 179 . 0** 
Phos. 75.2** 125.1** 86.9** 101.2** 89 . 2** 17.4** 152.3** 
TXP 10.1** 4.6* 7.4** 9.7** 4 .'6* 1.6n.s. 4.2* 

mg. K Temp. 154.5** 26.2* 27.7* 25.9* 47 2 ft ft 306.5** 57.0** 
Phos. 33.8** 48.8** 244.4** 79 . 5** 112 . 2** 116.7** 105.8** 
TXP 20.8** 7.1** 25.4** 6.4** 6 . 1** 9.8** 5.4* 

mg. Ca Temp. 399.2** 35.7** 16.8* 1.3n.s . 57 . 8** 5 . On.s. 65.3** 
Phos. 6.7* 54 .1** 93.1** 3 2.4** 66 .9** 17.0** 55.7** 
TXP 5.6* 18.5** 13.0** 2.3n.s. 6 . 2** 0.9n.s. 3.5n.s . 

mg. Mg Temp. 168.1** 55.1** 26.7* 35.3** 43 .8** 26.0* 43.6** 
Phos. 31.1** 29.7** 186.8** 38.0** 79 . 7** 55.2** 8 5.2** 
TXP 7.7** 7.6** 15.2** 1.6n.s. 5 .2* 2.8n.s. 4 . 2* 

0 0 



Table 6, E f f e c t s of A i r and S o i l Temperatures on Growth Response of pea plants at 3 p r e - f r u i t i n g stages to 
phosphorus f e r t i l i z a t i o n . 

6th node 10th node F u l l bloom 

Mean Mean Mean 
Temp. Lbs. i n t e r - Vine i n t e r - Vine i n t e r - Vine 

Regime P Plant node dry Plant node dry Plant node dry 
Day/Night/Soil 

°C 
per height length weight height length weight height length weight Day/Night/Soil 

°C acre cm cm g cm cm g cm cm g 

21/13/10 0 11 .5a* 1 . 89a 0 .19a 18 . 8a 1 .86b 0 . 30b 43 • 8a 3 ,40a 0 • 65b 
44 12 .5a 2 .08a 0 .22a 21 . 0a 2 • 11a 0 . 38a 50 . 0a 3 .40a 1 .35a 

176 12 . 0a 2 .00a 0 .23a 20 . 0a 2 .00a 0 . 39a 50 .5a 3 . 29a 1 .8 2a 

21/13/18 0 14 . 3a 2 .38a 0 . 31b 28 .5a 2 .85a 0 .42b 49 .3b 3 .45b 0 .95b 
44 14 . 0a 2 . 34a 0 . 33b 29 .3a 2 .93a 0 .75a 69 .0a 4 • 01a 3 .45a 

176 15 .5a 2 • 58a 0 .43a 29 .3a 2 .93a 0 . 88a 66 . 0a 3 . 84a 3 .23a 

30/21/10 0 9 .3a 1 . 58a 0 .18a 18 . 8a 1 .90a 0 .32a 30 .3b 2 .15b 0 .50b 
44 8 .8a 1 .37a 0 .18a 19 . 8a 1 .91a 0 .44a 44 . 8a 2 .79a 1 .24a 

176 8 . 5a 1 .42a 0 .16a 17 . 3a 1 .93a 0 .43a 42 . 0a 2 . 56a 1 .21a 

30/21/18 0 9 . 5a 1 .61a 0 .22a 19 • 0a 1 • 90a 0 . 34b 31 • 5b 2 • 13a 0 .53b 
44 9 .5a 1 . 66a 0 .25a 20 . 3a 2 .03a 0 .53a 44 . 8a 2 .43a 1 .4 3a 

176 10 . 5a 1 .78a 0 .28a 18 . 3a 1 • 83a 0 .52a 45 . 3a 2 .46a 1 .46a 

Each f i g u r e i s the mean of 4 r e p l i c a t e s . Figures followed by the same l e t t e r within a p a r t i c u l a r temperature 
regime, growth stage and v a r i a b l e are not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t at P = 0.05 according to Duncan's m u l t i p l e 
range t e s t . 

CT) 
CO 
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a t 30/21°. P e f f e c t s on d r y weight a t t h e 44 l b . / A were not 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t from t h o s e a t t h e 176 l b . / A r a t e a t a l l 

temperature r e g i m e s . The magnitude o f weight i n c r e a s e s due t o 

P were g r e a t e r a t f u l l bloom t h a n a t the 10th node s t a g e . 

MINERAL UPTAKE 

M i n e r a l C o n c e n t r a t i o n s . When e x p r e s s e d as p e r c e n t o f dry matter 1, 

N g e n e r a l l y d e c r e a s e d . w i t h p l a n t age from the 6th node, t h r o u g h 

the 10th node t o the f u l l bloom s t a g e s ( T a b l e 7 ) . P and K 

remained r e l a t i v e l y c o n s t a n t a t a l l t h r e e s t a g e s . Ca and Mg 

i n c r e a s e d a t t h e 10th node s t a g e , but d e c r e a s e d a t f u l l bloom 

t o about the same l e v e l s as a t the 6 t h node s t a g e . There were 

however minor v a r i a t i o n s i n t r e n d s due t o P l e v e l and t e m p e r a t u r e 

regime. 

A t the 6 t h node s t a g e , P a t the 176 l b . / A i n c r e a s e d 

N c o n c e n t r a t i o n o n l y a t the c o o l a i r and h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e 

regime (21/13/18°). P a t b o t h r a t e s o f a p p l i c a t i o n had no 

s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t s on K> Ca and Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s . T i s s u e 

l e v e l s o f P g e n e r a l l y i n c r e a s e d w i t h a p p l i e d P, but the magnitude 

of i n c r e a s e d P uptake depended on the t e m p e r a t u r e regime. 

At the 10th node s t a g e , a p p l i e d P a t t h e 176 l b . / A 

r a t e , but g e n e r a l l y not a t t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e , i n c r e a s e d N 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n e xcept a t 30/21/10°. P had some i n f l u e n c e on K 

and Ca c o n c e n t r a t i o n s , but had no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on Mg 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n . Both r a t e s o f a p p l i e d . P i n c r e a s e d the P concen­

t r a t i o n o f p l a n t s a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . 

At f u l l bloom P d e c r e a s e d N c o n c e n t r a t i o n a t 21/13/18° 

but had no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t a t the o t h e r 3 t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . 

P g e n e r a l l y had no i n f l u e n c e on K and Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s w h i l e i t 

d e c r e a s e d Ca a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes e x c e p t 21/13/18°. 
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Ta b l e 7. E f f e c t s o f A i r and S o i l Temperatures and Phosphorus 
n u t r i t i o n on t h e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f 5 m i n e r a l s i n the 
pea v i n e a t 3 p r e - f r u i t i n g growth s t a g e s . 

Lbs . 
P Per cent o f d r y m a t t e r 

Growth D a y / N i g h t / S o i l per 
Stage °C a c r e M p K Ca Mg 

6th 21/13/10 0 4 .13a* 0 .17b 2 .03a 1 .80a 0 .52a 
node 4 .20a 0 .24a 2 .05a 2 . 03a 0 .54a 

176 4 .52a 0 .26a 1 .93a 1 .92a 0 .58a 
21/13/18 0 4 • 68b 0 .18c 2 .74a 2 .19a 0 .59a 

44 4 • 90b 0 ,28b 2 .75a 2 .42a 0 .59a 
176 5 . 33a 0 .37a 3 .03a 2 . 28a 0 . 65a 

30/21/10 0 5 .12a 0 .21b 2 .51a 2 ,19a 0 .63a 
44 5 .04a 0 .3 3a 2 .16a 2 .25a 0 .62a 

176 5 . 33a 0 . 39a 2 .16a 2 .24a 0 . 6 5a 
30/21/18 0 5 .18a 0 .24b 2 .43a 2 .59a 0 .66a 

44 5 . 32a 0 . 3 l a b 2 .67a 2 .2 5a 0 .68a 
176 5 .67a 0 .39a 3 .01a 2 .12a 0 .75a 

10th 21/13/10 0 3 .97b 0 .12c 1 .96a 2 .97a 0 .67a 
node' 44 3 .88b 0 .23b 2 .30a 3 .02a 0 • 70a 

176 4 . 6 3a 0 . 34a 2 .73a 2 . 69a 0 .71a 
21/13/18 0 4 .02b 0 .10c 2 .72b 3 . 24a 0 .75a 

44 5. • 12a 0 . 29b 2 . 9 2ab 2 .75ab 0 .76a 
176 5 .12a 0 . 50a 3 . 27a 2 . 52b 0 .78a 

30/21/10 0 4 . 59a 0 .10c 2 .19a 3 .15a 0 .73a 
44 4 .48a 0 .24b 2 .32a 3 .13a 0 .73a 

176 4 .9 3a 0 .39a 2 • 48a 3 .0 8a ,0 . 81a 
30/21/18 0 4 .41b 0 .10c 2 . l i b 3 .18a 0 .81a 

44 5 • 01a 0 . 31b 2 .7 3ab 2 . 7 2ab 0 • 82a 
> • 17 6 4 . 99a 0 .45a 3 .00a 2 .42b 0 .78a 

F u l l 21/13/10 0 3 .22a 0 .0 8b 1 .97a 3 .74a 0 .71a 
bloom 44 3 .09a 0 . 22a 1 .87a 2 .86b 0 .65a 

176 3 .11a 0 .28a 1 . 88a 2 .18b 0 .64a 
21/13/18 0 2 . 99a 0 . 16a 1 .39a 1 .05a 0 .35a 

44 .2 .56b 0 .17a 1 .75a 1 .03a 0 . 66a 
176 2 . 53b 0 . 21a 1 .77a 1 .22a 0 • 66a 

30/21/10 0 3 .77a 0 .10c 2 .20a 3 .74a 0 .69a 
44 3 .11a 0 .22b 2 .03a 2 .62b 0 .57a 

176 3 .44a 0 . 30a 2 .21a 2 .05c 0 .57a 
30/21/18 0 3 .54a 0 .12c 2 .07b 3 .24a 0 .74a 

.44 3 .72a 0 .27b 2 .27ab 2 .20b 0 .62a 
176 •3 .78a 0 .33a 2 .47a 2 . l i b 0 .70a 

* Each f i g u r e i s t h e mean o f 4 r e p l i c a t e s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by the 
same l e t t e r w i t h i n a p a r t i c u l a r growth s t a g - i , t e m p e r a t u r e regime 
and n u t r i e n t a re not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.0 5 a c c o r d i n g 
t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 
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T o t a l M i n e r a l C o n t e n t s . At the 6 t h node s t a g e , a p p l i e d P a t t h e 

176 l b . / A r a t e i n c r e a s e d the t o t a l uptake o f N and K a t t h e h i g h 

s o i l t e m perature o f 18°, but not a t the low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e o f 

10° (Table 8 ) . The 44 l b . / A r a t e had no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on 

the t o t a l uptake o f N, K, Ca and Mg. I n c r e a s e i n P uptake due 

t o the 176 l b . / A a p p l i e d P was g r e a t e s t a t 21/13/18°. 

A t the 10th node s t a g e , a p p l i e d P tended t o i n c r e a s e 

the t o t a l uptake o f N and K. A t 21/13/18° the 176 l b . / A r a t e 

r e s u l t e d i n d e c r e a s e s i n N and K, compared t o t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e . 

P had no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on Ca and Mg except a t 21/13/18° 

where Ca and Mg i n c r e a s e d w i t h a p p l i e d P, but o n l y a t the 44 l b . / A 

r a t e . A t the low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e o f 10° P uptake i n c r e a s e d a t 

both r a t e s o f a p p l i e d P. 

A t f u l l bloom the a p p l i c a t i o n o f P i n c r e a s e d the t o t a l 

c o n t e n t o f each o f the 5 m i n e r a l s a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . 

The magnitude of i n c r e a s e s i n the uptake o f the m i n e r a l s , due t o 

a p p l i e d P, depended on the t e m p e r a t u r e regime. The magnitude 

was g e n e r a l l y g r e a t e r a t the h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e than a t 

the low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e . The magnitude o f such an i n c r e a s e 

i n m i n e r a l uptake due t o P a t t h e h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e was 

reduced by the warm a i r temperature o f 30/21° compared w i t h 

t h a t o f 21/13°. 
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T a b l e 8. E f f e c t s o f A i r and S o i l Temperatures and Phosphorus 
n u t r i t i o n on the t o t a l c o n t e n t s o f 5 m i n e r a l s i n t h e 
pea v i n e a t 3 p r e - f r u i t i n g growth s t a g e s . 

_ _ _ 
P M i l l i g r a m s per p l a n t 

Growth D a y / N i g h t / S o i l p e r 
Stage °C a c r e N P K Ca Mg 

6 t h 21/13/10 • 0 Sa­ 0.3b 4a 4a l a 
node 44 ga 0 . 5a 4a 5a l a 

176 10a 0 . 6a 4a 4a l a 
21/13/18 0 15b 0 .6b 8b 7a 2a 

44 16b 0 . 9b 9b 8a 2a 
176 23a 1.7a 12a 10a 3a 

30/21/10 0 9a 0 .4b 5a 4a l a 
44 9a 0 . 6ab 4ab 4a l a 

176 8a 0 .7a 3b 4a l a 
30/21/18 0 l i b 0.5b 5b 6a 2a 

44 13ab 0 . 8ab 6b 6a 2a 
176 16a 1.1a 8a 6a 2a 

10th 21/13/10 0 12b 0 .4c 6b 9a 2a 
node 44 15ab 0.9b 9a 11a 3a 

176 18a 1.4a 11a 11a 3a 
21/13/18 0 17b 0.3b 7c 13b 3b 

44 39a 2.0a 21a 21a 6a 
176 19b 2 .0a 14b 9b 3b 

30/21/10 0 14b 0 .2c 7b 10a 2a 
44 20a 1.0b 10a 14a 3a 

176 21a 2. 0a 10a 13a 3a 
30/21/18 0 15b 0 . 3b 7b 11a 3a 

44 26a 1.6a 14a 14a 4a 
176 25a 2.3a 14a 13a 4a 

F u l l 21/13/10 0 21c 0 . 5c 13b 25b 5c 
bloom 44 37b 2 . 9b 26ab 38a 8b 

176 53a 4. 8a 33a 40a 11a 
21/13/18 0 28b 1.0b 19b 35b 7b 

44 86a 8. 0a 69a 80a 18a 
176 100a 11.0a 70a 67a 19a 

30/21/10 0 18b 0 . 5b l i b 19b 3b 
44 38a 2 .7a 25a 32a 7a 

176 41a 3 .6a 26a 25a 7a 
30/21/18 0 18b 0 .6b l i b 17b 4b 

44 53a 3 .8a 32a 31a 9a 
176 55a 4.7a 36a 30a 10a 

* Each f i g u r e i s the i mean o f 4 r e p l i c a t e s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by 
the same l e t t e r w i t h i n a p a r t i c u l a r growth s t a g e , t e m p e r a t u r e 
regime and n u t r i e n t a r e not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.05 
a c c o r d i n g t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 



3.3 E f f e c t s o f Phosphorus N u t r i t i o n on Y i e l d F a c t o r s a t  

E s t i m a t e d M a r k e t a b l e M a t u r i t y o f Peas as I n f l u e n c e d  

by A i r and S o i l Temperatures 

GROWTH AND YIELD FACTORS 

A p p l i e d P i n c r e a s e d p l a n t h e i g h t a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e 

regimes e x c e p t 30/21/18° ( F i g . 7 and Ta b l e 9 ) . P a l s o i n c r e a s e d 

t h e d r y w e i g h t s o f a l l 4 t i s s u e s ( r o o t 3 v i n e , pod and pea seed) 

a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s , but t h e magnitude o f such i n c r e a s e s 

depended on the t i s s u e and temp e r a t u r e regime ( T a b l e 9 ) . 

The g r e a t e r i n c r e a s e s i n r o o t w e i ght due t o a p p l i e d 

P p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e were a t t h e h i g h s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e . There were l a r g e i n c r e a s e s i n v i n e w e i ght due t o 

P a p p l i c a t i o n but the e f f e c t o f 176 l b . / A were g e n e r a l l y not 

d i f f e r e n t from t h o s e o f 44 l b . / A ( F i g . 8 and T a b l e 9 ) . The 

s m a l l e s t i n c r e a s e i n v i n e w e i ght due t o a p p l i e d P was accompanied 

by t h e l a r g e s t i n c r e a s e i n pea we i g h t a t the 30/21/10° regime. 

I n c r e a s e s i n pea y i e l d due t o a p p l i e d P r e s u l t e d l a r g e l y from 

i n c r e a s e s i n pea number and t o a l e s s e r e x t e n t on pea s i z e and 

pod number ( F i g . 9 and T a b l e 9 ) . 

MINERAL UPTAKE 

M i n e r a l D i s t r i b u t i o n i n P l a n t T i s s u e s . G e n e r a l l y , N and P 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were h i g h e s t i n t h e pea seed, Ca i n the v i n e , and 

Mg i n t h e r o o t ( T a b l e 1 0 ) . The t o t a l c o n t e n t s o f K, Ca and Mg 

were however g r e a t e s t i n t h e v i n e w h i l e P was g r e a t e s t i n t h e 

pea seed ( T a b l e 1 1 ) . N was h i g h e r i n v i n e and pea seed t h a n i n 

r o o t o r pod. 





Table 9. Growth characteristics and y i e l d factors i n peas as influenced by A i r and S o i l temperatures and phosphorus. 

Pods Peas 
Temp. 
Regime 

Day/Night/Soil 
°C 

Lbs. P 
per 

acre 

Plant 
height 
cm 

Root 
dry 

weight 
g 

Vine 
dry 

weight 
g 

Mean 
No. 

weight 
g 

Mean 
No. 

Fresh 
weight 

g 

Dry 
weight 

g 

Tota] 
dry 

mattei 

21/13/10 0 49b* 0.24b 0.71b 1.3b 0.24b 2.8b 0.96b 0.18b 1.37c 
44 66a 0.35ab 1.91a 2.5a 0.91a 10.0a 4.38a 0.93a 3.87b 
176 65a 0.42a 2.21a 2.8a 1.12a 10.8a 5.54a 1.31a 5.12a 

21/13/18 0 55b 0.14b 0.75b 1.3b 0.31b 4.0b 1.73b 0.34b 1.54b 
44 74a 0.32a 2.78a 3. 8a 1.28a 16.5a 8 .84a 1.74a 6.12a 
176 71a 0.28a 2.94a 4.8a 1.46a 16.0a 7.60a 1.55a 6.23a 

30/21/10 0 35b 0.22b 0.40b 1.0b 0.12b 1.8b 0 .43b 0.08b 0.82b 
.44 45a 0.33a 0.90a 2.0a 0.45a 7.0a 3.14a 0.7 8a 2.46a 
176 50a 0.38a 1.07a 1.8a 0.47a 7.8a 3.49a 0.76a 2.68a 

30/21/18 0 38a 0.14c 0.43b 1.0b 0.12b 2.3b 0.80b 0.19b 0.88b 
44 47a 0.33a 1.17a 2.0a 0 .41a 7.8a 3.68a 0.99a 2.90a 
176 48a 0.25b 1.26a 2.0a 0 .47a 7.0a 3.49a 1.03a 3.01a 

* Each figure i s the mean of 4 replicates. Figures followed by the same l e t t e r within a particular temperature 
regime and measurement are not s i g n i f i c a n t l y different at P = 0.0 5 according to Duncan's multiple range test. 

cn 
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F i g . 8. E f f e c t of phosphorus f e r t i l i z a t i o n on the growth 
of the plant at the nearest-optimum a i r and s o i l 
temperature combination. 

TEMP. "C DAY/NIGHT/SOIL 

21 13 IB 

* » • t • 
• • • »• 

F i g . 9. E f f e c t o f a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s and phosphorus 
on number and s i z e o f peas p e r pot (4 p l a n t s ) . 



Table 10. Mineral uptake and distribution in the root, vine, pod and pea seed as influenced by A i r and S o i l temperatures 
and phosphorus. Mineral concentrations, percent of dry matter. 

Temp. 
Regime 

Lbs. 
P Root Vine 

uay/wignx/aon per 
°C acre N P K Ca Mg N P K Ca Mg 

21/13/10 0 2 .7 2a* 0, ,07c 2 .74a 0, ,69b 1, ,77a 2. ,40a 0.06b 1 .95a 4 • 19a 0. 80a 
44 2 .28ab 0, .13b 2 .25b 0 , . 90ab . 1, ,56a 1. ,71b 0.08b .1 .88a 3 .7 3a 0.63b . 
176 2 .10b 0 , ,21a 1 .84b 1. ,26a 1, ,29a 1. . 54b 0.13a 1 ,73a 2 .29b 0. 52c 

21/13/18 0 2 .99a 0, ,16a 1 .39a 1. , 05a 0, . 35b 2, ,67a 0.10c 2 .00a 3 • 57a 0.88a 
44 2 .56b 0, ,16a 1 .75a 1. , 03a 0, ,66a 2, ,47a 0.13b 1 .83a 3 .14a 0.66a 
176 2 .,53b 0, .21a 1 .77a 1, ,22a 0, .66a 1, ,92b 0.18a 1 .9 3a 2 .44b 0.67a 

30/21/10 0 2 • 82a 0, ,10b 2 .98a 0, ,86a 1, .73a 2, ,9 6a 0.06b 2 .21a 4 .13a 1.00a 
44 2 . 34b 0, ,12b 2 .75a 1, ,14a 1, .61a 2, ,40b 0.17a 2 . 31a 3 .44a 0. 83a 
176 2 • 33b 0, .29a 2 . 53a 1, ,19a 1, ,61a 2 , ,21b 0.19a 2 .23a 2 .33b 0.75a 

30/21/18 0 2 .87a 0 . .14b 1 .05b 1, .07a 0 , , 36c . 2 , ,66a 0.08b 2 .44a 3 .58a 0.99a 
44 2 . 54b 0 , .16b 1 .65a 1. .29a 0, .68a 2 , ,57a 0.11b 2 .20a 3 .35a 0.98a 
176 2 .56b 0. .23a 2 .00a 1, .37a 0. .56b 2, ,54a 0.23a 2 .48a 2 .49b 0.8 9a 

Pod Pea 
21/13/10 0 1 .99a 0 , .06b 1 .25a 1, ,65a 0, ,48a 4. ,46a 0.30b 1 .43a 14c 0.28a 

44 1 . 34b 0, .15a 1 . 39a 1, ,57a 0 . .44a 4, ,12a 0.46a 1 .66a 12a 0. 28a 
176 1 .28b 0. .18a 1 .31a 1. ,40a 0-, ,47a 4, ,01a 0.51a 1 .64a • 11a 0.30a 

21/13/18 0 1 .90a 0, ,08c 1 .22a 1, ,51a 0, ,49a 4, ,39a 0.34b 1 .55a 13a 0. 30a 
44 1 . 56a 0 , .12b 1 .41a 1, ,49a 0, ,47a 4, ,14a 0. 39b 1 .59a 15a 0.31a 
176 1 .90a 0 , ,21a 1 .57a 1. ,34a 0 . ,47a 4, ,37a 0.49a 1 .59a • 15a 0.31a 

30/21/10 0 2 • 54a 0, ,12b 1 .73a 1. ,76a 0 , ,57a 4, ,68a 0.26c 1 .67a 19a 0.33a 
44 1 .33b 0 . .1.0 b 1 .59a 1, , 99a 0, ,60a 4. ,33a 0. 36b 1 .66a 15a 0.33a 
176 1 • 43b 0 , ,19a 1 .68a 1. ,68a 0, , 59a 4. ,21a 0.44a 1 .68a 14a 0. 33a 

30/21/18 0 2 .26a 0, ,09b 1 .61a 1. ,73a 0, ,70a 4 , ,82a 0.28b 1 .73a 17a 0.3 5a 
44 1 ..36b 0, ,14a 1 .57a 1, . 99a 0 , ,67a 4 . ,42a 0.37b 1 .62a 16a 0.32a" 
176 1 . 54b 0, ,16a 1 .78a 1, ,87a 0, ,66a 4, ,49a 0.65a 1 .65a 18a 0.34a 

* Each figure i s the mean of 4 replicates. Figures followed by the same l e t t e r within each temperature regime, 
plant tissue and element are not s i g n i f i c a n t l y different at P = 0.05 according to Duncan's multiple range test. 

oo 



Table 11. M i n e r a l uptake and . d i s t r i b u t i o n i n the r o o t , v i n e , pod and pea seed as i n f l u e n c e d by A i r and S o i l temperatures 
and phosphorus. M i n e r a l c o n t e n t s , m i l l i g r a m s per p l a n t . 

Temp. Lbs. 
Regime P Root Vine 

D a v / N i g h t / S o i l per :  

°C acre N P K Ca Mg N P K Ca Mg 
21/13/10 0 6. ,5a* 0 . . 2c 6 . .6a 1. ,7b 4 . . l a 16. .7a 0 . ,4c 13 . l b 29 , . 6c 5. ,6b 

44 7 . . 9a 0 . .4b 7 . . 8a 3. .lab 5. . 4a 32 , .8a 1. ,6b 35 .5a 68. .7a 11. .7a 
176 8, ,5a 0 . ,9a 7 , ,7a 5. ,6a 5 . . 8a 34 . . 5a 2 . ,9a 38 , 0a 50 , . 0b 11. . 5a 

21/13/18 0 4 , ,0b 0 . . 3b 1. .9b 1. . 5b 0 . . 5b 19 , .8b 0. ,6c 14 . 9b 26 , .5c 6. ,4b 
44 8 . . 3a 0 , . 5a 5 , . 8a 3 . .3a 2 . . l a 53 . . 3a 3 . ,4b 50 .7a 87. . 3a 18 . . 3a 

176 7 , . l a 0 , . 6a 5 , ,0a 3 . ,4a 1. , 9a 72 , .9a 5. ,3a 56 .0a 69 . ,9b 19 . ,4a 
30/21/10 0 6 . . 2b 0 . . 2b 6 , ,6b 2. ,0a 3 . , 9b 11. . 3b 0 . . 2b 9 .0b 16, ,4b 3 . .9b 

44 7 . . 8ab 0 . .4b 8 . ,4ab 3 . . 8a 5 . ,5a 20 , .0a 1. . 5a 20 . 9a 30 . ,7a 7 . ,3a 
176 8, . 6a 1. • l a 10 . • l a 4. .8a 6 . . l a 25 , .4a 2. . 0a 23 .9a 24 . . 5a 7 . .9a 

30/21/18 0 3 , . 9b 0 . . 2b 1. ,4b 1. ,5b 0 . ,5b 11, .4b 0 . . 3c 10 .6c 15. . 3c 4 . • l b 
44 8 . . 3a 0". ,6a 5 , . 8a 4 . . 2a 2. ,1a 29 , . 8a 1. . 3b 25 . 8b 39. ; 3a 11 . . 3a 

176 6 , ,4a 0 . . 6a 5 , .0a 3 . .4a 1. ,1b 31, .9a 2 . . 9a 31 . 2a 31. ; 0b 11. . l a 

Pod Pea' 
21/13/10 0 4 . . 6b 0 . . 2b 3 . .0b 3 . . 8b 1. . 2b 7 , .9b 0 . . 5c 2 .6b 0 . ,3b 0. . 5b 

44 12 . ,8a 1. ,4a 12 , . l a 13 . ,7a 4 . . 0a 37 , ,3a '• 4. . 3b 15 .4a 1. . l a ' 2 . . 6c 
17 6 13 . ,1a 1. ,9a 14 . . 3a 16 . ,9a 5. . 3a 52 , ,5a 6 . ,7a 21 .5a ' 1. . 4a 3. . 9a 

21/13/18 0 5. . 8b 0 . ,4b 3 . ,8b 4 . ,6b 1. .6b 14 , ,9b 1. , 3b 5 . 3b 0 . ,4b 1. .0b 
44 19 . ,7a 1. . l b 17 . ,8a • 19. ,4a 5. ,9a 72. ,0a 5. ,9a 27 .7a 2 . ,6a 5. .4a 

176 28 . ,0a 3 . . l a 22. . 9a 19 . , 3a 6 . .8a 67 , ,7a 7 . ,6a 24 .6a 2. ,3a 4 . . 8a 
30/21/10 0 3 . . 0b 0 . . 2c 2 . .lb 2. ,0b 0 . ,7b 3 . .7b . 0. . 2b 1 .3b 0 . . 2b 0 . . 3b 

44 5 . .9a 0 . , 5b ' 7 . ,1a 8 . ,8a 2. ,7a 33. ,8a 2 . ,8a 12 .9a 1. . 2a 2. ,6a 
176 6. ,9a 0. . 9a 7 , , 8a 7 . , 5a 2 . , 7a 32 . ,0a 3 . . 3a 12 .8a 1. , l a . 2. . 5a 

30/21/18 0 2 , . 8b 0 . ,2c 2 . . 0c 2 . , l b 0 . ,9b 9 . .lb 0. , 5c 3 . 3b 0 . . 3b 0 . ,7b 
44 5 . . 5a 0 . .4b 6. ,4b 8 . , 3a 7 . ,8a 43 . .6a 3 . .7b 16 .0a 1. . 6a 3 . , 2a 

176 7 . , 6a 0. , 8a 8 . ,2a 8 . , 8a 3 . ,1a 45 . ,6a 6 . ,7a 17 . 0a 1. .9a 3. ,5a 

Each f i g u r e i s the mean of 4 r e p l i c a t e s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by the same l e t t e r w i t h i n each temperature regime, 
p l a n t t i s s u e and. element are not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t at P = 0.05 a c c o r d i n g t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . CO 
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M i n e r a l C o n c e n t r a t i o n s . The i n f l u e n c e o f a p p l i e d P on t i s s u e 

l e v e l s o f N, P, K, Ca and Mg depended on the t i s s u e and the 

tem p e r a t u r e regime. I n t h e r o o t , a p p l i e d P a t b o t h r a t e s 

g e n e r a l l y d e c r e a s e d N c o n c e n t r a t i o n a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes 

( T a b l e 1 0 ) . Root l e v e l s o f P i n c r e a s e d w i t h the 176 l b . / A r a t e 

o f a p p l i e d P e x c e p t a t 21/13/18°. Root K tended t o i n c r e a s e w i t h 

a p p l i e d P a t t h e h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y when the 

a i r t e m p e r a t u r e was warm, and tended t o de c r e a s e a t the low s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t t h e c o o l a i r t e m p e r a t u r e . Root Ca 

was a f f e c t e d by a p p l i e d P a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes but t h i s 

was s i g n i f i c a n t o n l y a t 21/13/10°. Root Mg was not i n f l u e n c e d 

by P a t t h e low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e but was i n c r e a s e d a t t h e h i g h 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e . 

In t h e v i n e , a p p l i e d P d e c r e a s e d N c o n c e n t r a t i o n a t 

a l l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes e x c e p t 30/21/18°. P a t the h i g h e r r a t e 

i n c r e a s e d the P c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f the v i n e a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e 

r e g i m e s . V i n e K and Mg were not s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f l u e n c e d by P 

a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes e x c e p t t h a t b oth r a t e s o f P d e c r e a s e d 

Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n a t 21/13/10°. Ca was d e c r e a s e d by t h e h i g h e r 

r a t e o f P a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . 

I n t h e pod and the pea seed, K, Ca and Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

were not i n f l u e n c e d by P a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . N c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

o f the pod d e c r e a s e d w i t h a p p l i e d P e x c e p t a t 21/13/18°. N 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f t h e pea seed was not i n f l u e n c e d by P a t a l l 

t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . P c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f the pod and the pea 

seed i n c r e a s e d w i t h a p p l i e d P. 
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T o t a l M i n e r a l C o n t e n t s . A p p l i e d P g e n e r a l l y i n c r e a s e d t h e t o t a l 

upake o f M i n a l l 4 t i s s u e s a t a l l 4 t emperature regimes ( T a b l e 1 1 ) . 

P c o n t e n t o f a l l t i s s u e s i n c r e a s e d w i t h a p p l i e d P a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e 

r e g i m e s . K, Ca and Mg a l s o g e n e r a l l y i n c r e a s e d w i t h P a p p l i c a t i o n 

i n a l l t i s s u e s . 

3.4 M i n e r a l T r a n s l o c a t i o n P a t t e r n s 

I n a d d i t i o n t o i t s e f f e c t on the t o t a l a b s o r p t i o n o f 

m i n e r a l s , P a l s o i n f l u e n c e d t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e r n s i n t h e 

p l a n t t i s s u e s . M i n e r a l c o n t e n t s o f the pea seed i n r e l a t i o n 

t o the c o n t e n t s o f the e n t i r e p l a n t v a r i e d w i t h a p p l i e d P. 

Pea seed c o n t e n t as p e r c e n t o f t o t a l p l a n t c o n t e n t was employed 

as t h e i n d i c a t o r o f t r a n s l o c a t i o n (Table 1 2 ) . For example, 

w h i l e t h e amount o f N t r a n s l o c a t e d i n t o the pea seed was 22% o f 

t h e amount c o n t a i n e d i n the e n t i r e p l a n t w i t h o u t a p p l i e d P a t 

21/13/10°, a p p l i e d P a t t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e i n c r e a s e d t h e v a l u e 

t o 41%. The d i s t r i b u t i o n p a t t e r n s o f K and Mg were s i m i l a r 

t o t h o s e o f N. Ca c o n t e n t o f the pea seed was t o o low t o p e r m i t 

d e f i n i t e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f phosphorus and t e m p e r a t u r e e f f e c t s . 

I n c r e a s e s i n the t r a n s l o c a t i o n o f m i n e r a l s i n t o t h e pea s eed, 

due t o a p p l i e d P, were u s u a l l y g r e a t e r a t the low s o i l tempera­

t u r e o f 10° t h a n a t the h i g h s o i l t e m perature o f 18°. 

3.5 Comparative Growth , P l a s t i d Pigment and M i n e r a l  

Responses o f the P l a n t t o F o l i a r A p p l i c a t i o n s o f  

C y c o c e l , Phosfon and B-Nine a t Low C o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

The e f f e c t s o f t h e 3 growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s on 

growth c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s , pigment c o n t e n t s , and m i n e r a l uptake 



Table 12. A b s o r p t i o n and T r a n s l o c a t i o n o f N, P, K, Ca and Mg as I n f l u e n c e d by-
Phosphorus n u t r i t i o n a t 4 A i r and S o i l Temperature Regimes. 

Temperature Lbs 
Regime P 

T o t a l uptake 
mg/plant 

Pea seed c o n t e n t 
as % p l a n t c o n t e n t 

D a y / N i g h t / S o i l 
°C 

per 
a c r e N P K Ca Mg N P . K Ca Mg 

21/13/10 0 36 1. 3 25 35 11 22 3 3 10 0.9 4 
44 91 7 . 7 71 87 24 41 55 22 1.3 11 

176 109 12.4 82 74 27 48 54 26 1.9 15 

21/13/18 0 45 2 . 6 26 33 10 33 50 10 1.2 11 
44 153 10.9 102 113 32 47 54 27 2.3 16 

176 176 16 .6 109 94 33 38 45 22 2.4 14 

30/21/10 0 24 0 . 8 19 21 9 15 25 7 1.0 4 
44 68 5 . 2 49 45 18 39 54 2 7 2.7 15 

176 73 7 . 3 5 5 38 19 44 45 24 2.9 13 
30/21/18 0 27 1.2 17 19 6 34 42 19 1.6 11 

44 87 6.0 54 53 19 50 62 29 3.0 17 
176 92 11.0 61 45 19 50 61 28 4.2 19 

C O 
t-O 
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depended on the r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l and i t s c o n c e n t r a t i o n ( T a b l e s 

13, 14, and 1 5 ) . 

CYCOCEL a t 1 ppm i n c r e a s e d p l a n t h e i g h t ( F i g . 1 0 ) , 

i n t e r n o d e l e n g t h , t o t a l d r y m a t t e r and pea y i e l d but d i d not 

a f f e c t number o f peas ( T a b l e 1 3 ) . C h l o r o p h y l l a and t h e 

c h l o r o p h y l l a:b r a t i o were s i g n i f i c a n t l y r e d u c e d w h i l e c h l o r o p h y l l 

b was not i n f l u e n c e d ( T a b l e 1 4 ) . N, P and Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were 

h i g h e r t h a n i n c o n t r o l p l a n t s ( T a b l e 1 5 ) . C y c o c e l a t 100 ppm 

caused a r e d u c t i o n i n p l a n t h e i g h t , i n t e r n o d e l e n g t h and t o t a l 

d r y m a t t e r p r o d u c t i o n but d i d not a f f e c t pea y i e l d . The 

r e d u c t i o n i n t o t a l d r y w e i g h t was l a r g e l y a r e s u l t o f a de c r e a s e 

i n v i n e w e i g h t . P, Mg and c h l o r o p h y l l b c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were 

i n c r e a s e d and K d e c r e a s e d by t h i s t r e a t m e n t . 

PHOSFON a t 1 ppm i n c r e a s e d i n t e r n o d e l e n g t h and the 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f P but d e c r e a s e d K c o n c e n t r a t i o n . 100 ppm 

Phosfon caused a marked r e d u c t i o n i n p l a n t h e i g h t , i n t e r n o d e 

l e n g t h , v i n e w e i g h t , pea weight and t o t a l d r y m a t t e r , but i n c r e a s e d 

the c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f c h l o r o p h y l l s a and b, and P and Ca. 

B-NINE a t 1 ppm d i d not s i g n i f i c a n t l y a f f e c t growth 

and y i e l d o r p l a s t i d pigment c o n t e n t . N, P and K c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

were reduced and Mg i n c r e a s e d . B-Nine a t 100 ppm i n c r e a s e d mean 

i n t e r n o d e l e n g t h as w e l l as N and P c o n t e n t s . K was a g a i n l e s s 

t h a n i n c o n t r o l p l a n t s . 

The t o t a l number o f peas, c a r o t e n o i d c o n c e n t r a t i o n and 

c h l o r o p h y l l : c a r o t e n o i d r a t i o were not s i g n i f i c a n t l y i n f l u e n c e d by 

any o f the t r e a t m e n t s ( T a b l e s 13, 14 and 1 5 ) . The r e l a t i v e 

magnitude o f t r e a t m e n t e f f e c t s on m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n depended on 



T a b l e 13. E f f e c t s o f C y c o c e l , P hosfon and B-Nine on growth and y i e l d f a c t o r s i n peas. 

Mean 
i n t e r - V i n e T o t a l Pea Pea T o t a l 

P l a n t node d r y number f r e s h d r y d r y 
h e i g h t l e n g t h w e i g ht peas w e i g h t weight m a t t e r 
(cm) (cm) (g) (no) (g) (g) (g) 

C o n t r o l 69 . 3 b* 3 .63b 4 . 57ab 28 .7a 15 . 38b 3.27b 10 . 30b 

C y c o c e l , 1 ppm 75 . 5a 4 .15a 4 .86a 27 . 8a 20 • 46a 4. 45a 11 .94a 

C y c o c e l , 100 ppm 62 .8c 3 . 33c 3 .96b 24 . 8a 13 .77b 2 . 97b 9 .17c 

P h o s f o n , 1 ppm 73 ,6ab 3 .90a 4 .49a 27 .7a 16 .86b 3 .38b 10 .17b 

P h o s f o n , 100 ppm 38 . 3d 2 . 26d 2 .94c 21 . 0a 9 .75c 1.95c 6 .66d 

B-Nine, 1 ppm 69 .96b 3 .70b 4 . 16ab 26 .5a 14 . 25b 3 .15b 9 ,50b 

B-Nine, 100 ppm 71 . 3ab 3 .93a 3 .97b 28 . 3a 14 .71b 3 .43b 9 .5 3b 

* Each f i g u r e i s t h e mean o f 12 p l a n t s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by t h e same l e t t e r w i t h i n 
a p a r t i c u l a r measurement are not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.0 5 a c c o r d i n g t o 
Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 

0 0 



T a b l e 14. E f f e c t s o f C y c o c e l , P hosfon and B-Nine on p l a s t i d pigment c o n t e n t s o f 
pea p l a n t s . 

C h l o r o . 
a 

mg/g 
C h l o r o 

b 

f r e s h l e a f 
T o t a l 

C h l o r o . 
C a r o t e -
n o i d s 

R a t i o 
C h l o r o . 
a: b 

R a t i o 
C h l o r o . / 
c a r o t . 

C o n t r o l 1.9 0b* 0.78b 2.6 8b 0.28a 2.44a 9 . 6a 

C y c o c e l , 1 ppm 1.67c 0 .73b 2.40c 0 .24a 2 .29b 10 .0a 

C y c o c e l , 100 ppm 2.00b 0 . 90a 2.90ab 0.27a 2.22b 10 .7a 

P h o s f o n , 1 ppm 1.79b 0.74b 2.53b 0.27a 2.42a 9 .4a 

P h o s f o n , 100 ppm 2 .14a 0 .91a 3 .05a 0.29a 2.35a 10.5a 

B-Nine, 1 ppm 1.89b 0 .78b 2 .67b 0 . 28a 2 .42a 9.5a 
B-Nine, 100 ppm 1.88b 0 .78b 2.66b 0.23a 2 .42a 11.6a 

Each f i g u r e i s the mean o f 12 p l a n t s . • F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by t h e same l e t t e r w i t h i n 
a p a r t i c u l a r measurement are not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.05 a c c o r d i n g t o 
Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 



T a b l e 15. M i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n and t o t a l c o n t e n t s i n pea p l a n t s as i n f l u e n c e d by two 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f C y c o c e l , P hosfon and B-Nine. 

M i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n T o t a l m i n e r a l uptake 
( p e r c e n t o f d r y m a t t e r ) (mg/plant v i n e p o r t i o n ) 

N P K Ca Mg N P K Ca Mg 

C o n t r o l 3. 80 b* 0 .08c 4 .46a 2 . 94b 0.76b 174a 3 .7b 204a 134a 35ab 

C y c o c e l , 1 ppm 4 . 05a 0 .10c 4 .22ab 2 .95b 0 .79a 197a 4 .Qab 205a 143a 38a 

C y c o c e l , 100 ppm 4. 05a 0 .13b 2 .64c 3 . 07ab 0 .80a 160b 5 . l a 105c 122b 32b 

P h o s f o n , 1 ppm 3 . 86b 0 .13b 3 .59b 2 .99b 0.75b 173a 5 . 8a 161a 134a 34b 

P h o s f o n , 100 ppm 3. 89b 0 .16a 4 . 3 5a 3 .23a 0 .74b 114c 4 .7ab 128b 95c 22c 

B-Nine, 1 ppm 3 . 56c 0 .06d 4 .07b 2 .88b 0 .80a 148b 2 . 5c 159a 120b 33b 

B-Nine, 100 ppm 3. 95a 0 . 11c 3 .99b 2 .90b 0.78ab 157b 4 .4ab 158a 115b 31b 

Each f i g u r e i s t h e mean o f 12 p l a n t s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by t h e same l e t t e r w i t h i n a 
p a r t i c u l a r element a r e not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.05 a c c o r d i n g t o Duncan's 
m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 

0 0 
CD 



F i g . 10. E f f e c t s o f B-Nine, C y c o c e l and P h o s f o n a t 1 and 100 ppm on growth o f t h e 
p l a n t . 
" 0 0 
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whether t h e y were e x p r e s s e d on a p e r c e n t o f d r y m a t t e r b a s i s 

o r e x p r e s s e d on a t o t a l uptake p e r p l a n t ( v i n e p o r t i o n ) b a s i s 

( T a b l e 1 5 ) . 

3.6 E f f e c t s o f Temperature and A p p l i e d Phosphorus on G l u c o s e , 

Hexose phosphates and Adenosine phosphates i n Pea  

T i s s u e s 

G l u c o s e and hexose phosphates had absorbance maxima 

a t about 32 5 nyu, and adenosine phosphates a t about 26 0 mjd 

( F i g . 1 1 ) . ADP and ATP d i d not g i v e peaks as sharp as t h o s e o f 

g l u c o s e and hexose phosphates. 

I n 5-day o l d pea r a d i c l e s , an i n c r e a s e i n t e m p e r a t u r e 

from 20 t o 25° l e d t o a marked i n c r e a s e i n the l e v e l o f g l u c o s e , 

had no e f f e c t on G-l-P and G-6-P", but d e c r e a s e d F-6-P, F-D-P, 

ADP and ATP l e v e l s ( T a b l e 1 6 ) . With an i n c r e a s e t o 30°, 

g l u c o s e remained h i g h w h i l e the l e v e l s o f hexose phosphates 

i n c r e a s e d , and t h o s e o f ADP and ATP were v i r t u a l l y unchanged. 

R a d i c l e w e i g h t i n c r e a s e d a t 25° but t h e r e was no s i g n i f i c a n t 

d i f f e r e n c e between r a d i c l e s a t 20 and 30°. 

I n l e a v e s and r o o t s o f 30-day o l d p l a n t s , t h e r e were 

s i g n i f i c a n t i n t e r a c t i o n s between te m p e r a t u r e and P f o r t h e 

p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds e x c e p t G-6-P i n the l e a f and ATP i n 

the r o o t . The s i m p l e e f f e c t s o f P a t each t e m p e r a t u r e regime 

were t h e r e f o r e d e t e r m i n e d . 

A p p l i e d P a t 44 l b . / A i n c r e a s e d l e a f w e i g ht a t a l l 

temperature r e g i m e s , and i n c r e a s e d r o o t w e i ght o n l y a t t h e c o o l 
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F i g . I I . Typical absorption spectra of glucose (glu), 
hexose phosphates (HP) and adenosine phosphates 
(AP) of 5-day old pea ra d i c l e s grown at 25°. 
1 g of fresh tissue was used. 
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T a b l e 16. E f f e c t o f temp e r a t u r e on G l u c o s e , Hexose pho s p h a t e s , 
ADP and ATP l e v e l s o f 65-day o l d pea r a d i c l e s . F r e s h 
weight (F.W.) i n g; compounds i n uM/g. F.W. 

Temp. 
°c F.W. G l u . G-l-P G-6-P F-6-P F-D-P ADP ATP 

20 1.86b* 76b .54b .19b .15b .23b . 21a .17a 

25 2 .21a 150a .46b .20b .10c .12c .17b .13b 

30 1.79b 149a 1.64a .39a .18a .40a • 15c .13b 

Each f i g u r e i s the mean o f 3 r e p l i c a t e s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d 
by t h e same l e t t e r w i t h i n each compound a r e not s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.0 5 a c c o r d i n g t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e range 
t e s t . 
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d a y / n i g h t a i r temperature o f 21/13° ( T a b l e 1 7 ) . P s i g n i f i c a n t l y 

d e c r e a s e d l e a f g l u c o s e o n l y a t 30/21/18°. Leaf G-l-P d e c r e a s e d 

w i t h a p p l i e d P a t the c o o l a i r t e m p e r a t u r e but not a t the warm 

a i r t e m p e r a t u r e . P d e c r e a s e d G-6-P i n t h e l e a f a t a l l 

temperature r e g i m e s . F-6-P was i n c r e a s e d by P a t a l l t e m p e r a t u r e 

regimes except 21/13/18°. F-D-P i n the l e a f d e c r e a s e d w i t h 

a p p l i e d P a t 21/13/18°. A t 21/13/10° t h e r e was a d e c r e a s e i n ' 1 

l e a f ADP and an i n c r e a s e i n ATP, due t o a p p l i e d P. A t 21/13/18°, 

however, P had no s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on ADP but d e c r e a s e d ATP. 

In t h e r o o t , a p p l i e d P s i g n i f i c a n t l y d e c r e a s e d t h e 

l e v e l s o f G - l - P , G-6-P, F-6-P and ATP a t 21/13/18°. A t 

30/21/18°, P i n c r e a s e d g l u c o s e , G - l - P , G-6-P, F-D-P and ADP but 

dec r e a s e d F-6-P. 

3.7 E f f e c t s o f C y c o c e l and Phosfon on G l u c o s e , Hexose 

phosphates and Adenosine phosphates i n 5-day o l d Pea 

R a d i c l e s 

C y c o c e l a t 1 ppm i n c r e a s e d the l e v e l s o f G-l-P and 

G-6-P (Table 1 8 ) . F-6-P tended t o i n c r e a s e w i t h i n c r e a s i n g 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f C y c o c e l . F-D-P d e c r e a s e d a t 1 ppm, was not 

i n f l u e n c e d a t 10 and 100 ppm, and i n c r e a s e d a t 1000 ppm. C y c o c e l 

a t a l l c o n c e n t r a t i o n s d e c r e a s e d ADP. ATP d e c r e a s e d a t 1 and 

10 ppm, was not s i g n i f i c a n t l y a f f e c t e d a t 100 ppm, but i n c r e a s e d 

a t 1000 ppm. Only 1000 ppm C y c o c e l d e c r e a s e d r a d i c l e w e i g h t . 

Phosfon a t up t o 100 ppm i n c r e a s e d g l u c o s e . A t 1 and 

10 ppm, Phosfon d e c r e a s e d G-6-P, F-D-P, ADP and ATP, but 

i n c r e a s e d F-6-P. At 1000 ppm, Phosfon markedly d e c r e a s e d g l u c o s e 



T a b l e 17. T i s s u e l e v e l s o f G l u c o s e , Hexose pho s p h a t e s , ADP and ATP' as i n f l u e n c e d 
by a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s and a p p l i e d phosphorus. L e v e l s o f 
compounds i n ;uM/g f r e s h w e i g h t . 

Temperature Lbs. 
Regime P F r e s h 

D a y / N i g h t / S o i l p e r 
°C a c r e 

wt. 
g G l u . G-l-P G-6-P F-6-P F-D-P ' ADP ATP 

LEAF 
21/13/10 0 5 . . l b * 47a 1.70a .51a .26b . 82a .31a . l i b 

44 11, . 5a 52a .53b .33b .46a .70a . .2 4b .14a 
21/13/18 0 5. .5b 58a .71a .43a .26a . 66a .27a .14a 

44 17, . 5a 53a .56b . 32b .28a ,47b . 30a .10b 
30/21/10 0 4 , .9b 51a .76a , 55a . 38b .40b .33a .13a 

44 9 , .4a 54a .65a .33b .48a . 5 3a .32a .14a 
30/21/18 0 4, ,4b 120a .71a .52a . 32b .44b . 31a .14a 

44 9 , . 3a 45b .60a .33b .51a . 55a .26a .14a 

ROOT 
21/13/10 0 11. ,9b 36a . 53a .33a .32a .38b .25a .10a 

44 16 , .8a 21b .46a .26b . 32a .43a .22a .10a 
21/13/18 0 13. ,5b 17a .47a . 43a .42a .50a .20a .08a 

44 17 . , 6a 14a .30b . 25b . 30b .4 8a .17a .06b 
30/21/10 0 11 .4a 13a .19b .28a .48a .40a .16a .08a 

44 12 . , 5a 11a . 32a . 31a . 32b .37a .17a .09a 
30/21/18 0 10 . , 5a l i b .47b . 37b .50a .43b .15b .09a 

44 10 . , 6a 16a .60a . 50a .40b .57a .22a .10a 

* Each f i g u r e i s the mean of 3 r e p l i c a t e s . Means f o l l o w e d by the same 
l e t t e r w i t h i n a t i s s u e , temperature regime and compound a r e not s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0.05. 



T a b l e 18. E f f e c t s o f C y c o c e l and Phosfon on the l e v e l s o f G l u c o s e , Hexose 
phosphates, ADP and ATP i n 5-day o l d pea r a d i c l e s . F r e s h w e i g h t 
(F.W.) i n g.\ compounds i n AiM/g F.W. 

R e t a r d a n t ppm F.W. G l u . G--1-P G-6-P F-6-P F-D-P AD? ATP 

C y c o c e l 0 1. ,9 3a* 60d .53b . 21b .09c ,09b .19a .12b 

1 2 , ,04a 70d .93a .49a .09c .07c .15b .10c 

10 1. . 98a 97c .65b . 24b • 12b .09b .12b .10c 

100 1, , 86a 123a . 55b .23b . 31a .10b .13b .13b 

loob 1, ,19b 110b .45c .23b . 29a .15a .13b .18a 

Phosfon 0 1. , 74a 71b . 51b .22b ,11c .12a . 21a .13c 

l 1, ,61a 122a ,50b .16c . 19a .09b .15b . l i b 

10 1. ,62a 118a .43b .14c .14b • .05c .12c .10b 

100 1. , 22b 119a . 35c .15c .15b ,05c .13c . l i b 

1000 0 . ,48c 47c 1 . 31a . 35a .15b .05c .16b .20a 

Each f i g u r e i s the mean o f 3 r e p l i c a t e s . F i g u r e s f o l l o w e d by the same l e t t e r 
w i t h i n a growth r e t a r d a n t and v a r i a b l e a r e not s i g n i f i c a n t l y d i f f e r e n t a t P = 0. 
a c c o r d i n g t o Duncan's m u l t i p l e range t e s t . 
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but i n c r e a s e d t h e hexose monophosphates and ATP. R a d i c l e w e i ght 

d e c r e a s e d a t 100 and 1000 ppm Phosfon. 
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4. DISCUSSION 

4.1 Growth Responses t o Phosphorus N u t r i t i o n 

I n c r e a s e d pea y i e l d s due t o a p p l i e d P were accompanied 

by r e l a t i v e d e c r e a s e s i n v i n e w e i g h t s , w i t h no r e l a t i v e changes 

i n pod w e i g h t s . I n c r e a s e s i n y i e l d thus appeared t o have 

o c c u r r e d t h r o u g h the use o f p h o t o s y n t h a t e t h a t would o t h e r w i s e 

have remained i n l e a v e s and/or stem when P was not added t o a P-

d e f i c i e n t s o i l . T h i s may be i n t e r p r e t e d as an enhanced t r a n s ­

l o c a t i o n o f p h o t o s y n t h a t e from the l e a v e s , t h r o u g h the pod t o t h e 

pea s e e d , s i n c e t h e p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n o f sugars has been i m p l i c a t e d 

i n t r a n s l o c a t i o n (Canny, 1962). 

There was a d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t o f warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e 

on g r o w t h , which i n c r e a s e d w i t h age o f p l a n t s . Beyond t h e 10th 

node s t a g e the optimum a i r temperature f o r pea p l a n t growth was 

i n d i c a t e d t o be l o w e r t h a n f o r p r e c e d i n g s t a g e ( s ) o f growth. 

T h i s i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h the r e s u l t s o f Wang and Bryson ( 1 9 5 6 ) , 

Went (1957) and S t a n f i e l d e t a l . (1966). 

An i n c r e a s e i n s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e from 10 t o 18° 

g e n e r a l l y i n c r e a s e d p l a n t w e i g h t a t the 3 p r e - f r u i t i n g growth 

s t a g e s . These o b s e r v a t i o n s a r e i n g e n e r a l agreement w i t h t h o s e 

o f A p p l e and B u t t s (1953) f o r p o l e beans, Ketcheson (1957) and 

M e d e r s k i and Jones (1963) f o r c o r n , L i n g l e and D a v i s (1959) f o r 

tomato, Singh and Mack (1966 ) f o r beans, and Mack e t aJL. (1964) 

f o r peas. However, the response t o s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e was found i n 

the p r e s e n t s t u d i e s t o a l s o depend on a i r t e m p e r a t u r e . F o r 

example, a l t h o u g h the h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e o f 18° i n c r e a s e d 
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growth compared w i t h the low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e o f 10°, the i n c r e a s e s 

were g r e a t e r a t the c o o l d a y / n i g h t a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 21/13° th a n 

a t t h e warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 30/21°. 

A p p l i e d P d i d not o f f s e t the g r o w t h - l i m i t i n g e f f e c t s 

o f warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o r low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e up t i l l about 40 

days a f t e r p l a n t i n g ( f u l l bloom s t a g e ) . Growth p r o m o t i o n by 

a p p l i e d P was always g r e a t e r a t the h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y when the a i r t e m p e r a t u r e was warm. T h i s d i f f e r s 

from the r e s u l t s o f Mack e t a l . (1964) f o r peas, and Apple 

and B u t t s (1953) f o r p o l e beans. Mack e t a l . (1964) found t h a t 

the d r y we i g h t r e s p o n s e o f pea- p l a n t s t o P f e r t i l i z e r a t 70 l b . / A 

was s i m i l a r a t the s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s t e s t e d (13 t o 25°). F a i l u r e 

t o d e t e c t d i f f e r e n c e s i n the magnitude o f growth i n c r e a s e s by 

P a t d i f f e r e n t s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s as r e p o r t e d by Mack e t a l . (1964) 

may have r e s u l t e d from the n a t i v e P c o n t e n t o f t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l 

s o i l . They used a s o i l c o n t a i n i n g 15 t o 25 ppm P w h i l e the s o i l 

used i n t h e p r e s e n t e x p e r i m e n t s c o n t a i n e d o n l y 4 ppm P. The 

h i g h s o i l P might have l e d t o d e c r e a s e d response t o P f e r t i l i z e r . 

A p p l e and B u t t s ( 1 9 5 3 ) , however, s t a t e d t h a t o t h e r f a c t o r s not 

under t h e i r c o n t r o l such as l i g h t i n t e n s i t y might have a f f e c t e d 

t h e i r r e s u l t s . The b a s i s o f d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e s e r e s u l t s and 

th o s e o f the p r e s e n t s t u d i e s might t h e r e f o r e be due t o s e v e r a l 

f a c t o r s . The bean p l a n t may be more s e n s i t i v e t o low s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e so t h a t P would o f f s e t some o f the d e l e t e r i o u s 

e f f e c t s o f c o l d s o i l . I n c r e a s e d d r y m a t t e r due t o P i s c o n s i s t e n t 

w i t h the r o l e o f P i n p r o t e i n s y n t h e s i s and growth by c e l l w a l l 

e x t e n s i o n ( M a r r e , 1961). 
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A t c r o p m a t u r i t y the e f f e c t s o f a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s 

and a p p l i e d P on p l a n t growth v a r i e d w i t h the f o u r t i s s u e s ( r o o t , 

v i n e , pod and pea s e e d ) . A p p l i e d P c o n t r i b u t e d m a i n l y t o the 

pr o m o t i o n o f pea seed y i e l d a t a l l temperature r e g i m e s . The 

magnitude o f such i n c r e a s e s i n pea y i e l d however depended on b o t h 

a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s . The g r e a t e s t i n c r e a s e due t o P a t t h e 

M-U l b . / A r a t e was a t the warm a i r and low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e regime 

o f 30/21/10°. I n c r e a s e s i n y i e l d due t o P a t the o t h e r t h r e e 

t e m p e r a t u r e regimes were p r a c t i c a l l y o f the same magnitude. The 

a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 30/21° was s u p r a - o p t i m a l and t h e s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e o f 10° was s u b - o p t i m a l f o r pea p l a n t growth. A t 

30/21/10° the g r e a t i n c r e a s e might thus have been due t o a l a c k 

o f adequate u t i l i z a t i o n o f growth f a c t o r s a t o t h e r t h a n o p t i m a l 

a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e c o m b i n a t i o n . Such d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t s 

might t h u s be e x p e c t e d t o be m i n i m i z e d by P because o f i t s r o l e 

i n growth p r o c e s s e s . 

The g r e a t e s t v i n e and pod weight i n c r e a s e s due t o P 

were a t t h e c o o l a i r and h i g h s o i l t e m perature regime o f 21/13/18° 

which appeared t o have been the n e a r e s t o p t i m a l regime o f t h o s e 

t e s t e d . T h i s s u g g e s t s t h a t under o p t i m a l o r c l o s e t o o p t i m a l 

c o n d i t i o n s a p p l i e d P c o n t r i b u t e d more t o the v i n e and the pod 

tha n t o pea seed because t r a n s l o c a t i o n o f p h o t o s y n t h a t e t o t h e 

seed was not l i m i t i n g . 

The g r e a t e s t i n c r e a s e i n any t i s s u e w e i g h t due t o 

a p p l i e d P was i n pea seed a t 30/21/10°. T h i s was accompanied by 

the s m a l l e s t i n c r e a s e i n r o o t w e i g h t . T h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e r e 

p r o b a b l y was a reduced t r a n s l o c a t i o n o f p h o t o s y n t h a t e t o the r o o t 

due t o a d i v e r s i o n t o the pea seed a t t h i s t e m p e r a t u r e regime. 
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4. 2 M i n e r a l Uptake Responses t o Phosphorus N u t r i t i o n 

In greenhouse-grown p l a n t s , a p p l i e d P l e d t o a b s o l u t e 

i n c r e a s e s i n N and P i n the v i n e and the pod. There was thus 

a s y n e r g i s t i c e f f e c t o f P on N, s i m i l a r t o t h a t r e p o r t e d f o r 

Japanese mint ( S i n g h and S i n g h , 1968). The v i n e , and t o a 

l e s s e r degree the pod, r e f l e c t e d the P s t a t u s o f the p l a n t 

b e t t e r t h a n d i d t h e pea seed, i n accordance w i t h o b s e r v a t i o n s 

made by U l r i c h and B e r r y (1961) t h a t d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f a 

p l a n t w i l l r e f l e c t t h e P s t a t u s o f the p l a n t t o d i f f e r e n t 

d e g r e e s . P had no e f f e c t on K, Ca and Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s but 

i n c r e a s e d t h e i r t o t a l c o n t e n t s . The a p p l i c a t i o n o f P thus l e d 

t o a m u l t i p l e e f f e c t on the o t h e r p l a n t m i n e r a l s , such as 

was d e s c r i b e d by Smith and Reuther (1951). R e l a t i v e l y c o n s t a n t 

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f K, Ca and Mg a p p a r e n t l y were due t o a 

d i l u t i o n e f f e c t r e s u l t i n g from l a r g e r p l a n t s s i n c e the a c c u m u l a t i o n 

o f d r y w e i ght d i l u t e s the m i n e r a l s ( S m i t h , 1962). 

C o n s i d e r a t i o n o f age e f f e c t s are b e s t c o n f i n e d t o 

between s e e d l i n g and bloom, s t a g e s because subsequent pod and 

pea development would cause major r e d i s t r i b u t i o n o f n u t r i e n t s . 

V i n e c o n t e n t s a t c r o p m a t u r i t y are t h u s not m e a n i n g f u l l y 

comparable t o v i n e c o n t e n t s a t the p u r e l y v e g e t a t i v e growth 

s t a g e s o r a t the i n c e p t i o n o f r e p r o d u c t i v e development. 

N, P and K c o n c e n t r a t i o n s i n the pea p l a n t g e n e r a l l y 

d e c r e a s e d w i t h p h y s i o l o g i c a l age, p a r t i c u l a r l y a f t e r t h e 10th 

node s t a g e . Ca and Mg tended t o i n c r e a s e w i t h p l a n t age. These 

r e s u l t s g e n e r a l l y agree w i t h t h o s e o f B r a d l e y and F l e m i n g (1960) 
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f o r v e g e t a b l e s (cucumbers, tomatoes and w a t e r m e l o n s ) . The 

r e s u l t s a r e i n p a r t i a l agreement w i t h t h o s e o f MacLean and 

Byers (1968) who s t u d i e d the m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n o f 3 c u l t i v a r s 

o f peas, i n c l u d i n g Dark S k i n P e r f e c t i o n , i n f i e l d e x p e r i m e n t s . 

They found t h a t P, Ca and Mg remained r e l a t i v e l y c o n s t a n t w i t h 

a g i n g . T h i s might have been due t o the f a c t t h a t s a m p l i n g was 

done a t 2-node i n t e r v a l s and stopped a t the 12th node s t a g e . 

T h e i r r e s u l t s f o r t h i s c u l t i v a r a t the 6th and 10th node 

s t a g e s agree w i t h the r e s u l t s o f t h e p r e s e n t s t u d i e s . 

There were marked i n c r e a s e s i n the t o t a l c o n t e n t s 

o f a l l f i v e m i n e r a l s as a r e s u l t o f P f e r t i l i z a t i o n a t a l l 

t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e s . I n c r e a s e d m i n e r a l uptake due t o a p p l i e d 

P i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h s u g g e s t i o n s t h a t p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds 

may be i n v o l v e d i n the p r o c e s s e s o f i o n uptake and t r a n s p o r t 

( M a r r e , 1961; S u t c l i f f e , 1962). 

The e f f e c t o f a p p l i e d P i n i n c r e a s i n g the p e r c e n t 

o f P i n the p l a n t was g r e a t e r a t the h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e , 

i n c o n t r a s t t o the r e p o r t s f o r p o l e beans (Apple and B u t t s , 

195 3 ) , tomato ( L o c a s c i o and Warren, 1960), and c o r n ( K e t c h e s o n , 

1957), t h a t p e r c e n t P was i n c r e a s e d more a t the l o w e r s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e s . 

A t c r o p m a t u r i t y M and P c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were h i g h e s t 

i n t h e pea s e e d , Ca i n the v i n e , and K and Mg i n t h e r o o t . 

T h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t N and P a r e m o b i l e , a l t h o u g h P has been 

found t o c i r c u l a t e up and down i n the pea p l a n t ( B i d d u l p h , 1958). 

That K and Mg are immobile was i n d i c a t e d by the f i n d i n g t h a t 

t h e y were more c o n c e n t r a t e d i n the r o o t t h a n i n any o t h e r t i s s u e . 
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High r o o t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were a l s o found by B o w l i n g and 

Weatherley (196 4) f o r K i n R i c i n u s communis, and f o r Mg i n 

a p p l e (Rogers e t a l . , 1953). Ca appears t o be m a r g i n a l but 

c o u l d be r e g a r d e d as b e i n g m o b i l e i n the pea p l a n t . 

The h i g h s o i l t e m perature i n c r e a s e d N and P c o n c e n t r a ­

t i o n s i n a l l t i s s u e s e x cept the pea seed. K was d e c r e a s e d i n 

the r o o t but was not i n f l u e n c e d i n o t h e r t i s s u e s . The h i g h 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e a l s o d e c r e a s e d the t o t a l c o n t e n t s o f o t h e r 

m i n e r a l s e x c e p t P i n the r o o t . T h i s shows t h a t a t the h i g h 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e more o f each m i n e r a l was t r a n s p o r t e d out o f 

the r o o t i n t o shoot t i s s u e s . S h t r a u s b e r g (19 55) s i m i l a r l y 

found t h a t c o l d r o o t s d i m i n i s h e d the movement o f m i n e r a l s t o 

cucumber s h o o t s . The warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e , compared w i t h t h e 

c o o l a i r t e m p e r a t u r e , reduced t h e magnitude o f enhanced m i n e r a l 

t r a n s p o r t by t h e h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e . 

A p p l i e d P i n c r e a s e d the t o t a l c o n t e n t s o f each o f 

the f i v e m i n e r a l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the v i n e . I n c r e a s e s i n the 

m i n e r a l c o n t e n t o f the shoot t i s s u e s were accompanied by t h e i r 

d e c r e a s e s i n t h e r o o t . For example N t r a n s l o c a t e d i n t o the 

pea seed was 22% o f t h a t i n t h e e n t i r e p l a n t a t 21/13/10°. 

T h i s v a l u e was i n c r e a s e d t o 41% w i t h the a p p l i c a t i o n o f P a t 

44 l b . / A , which r e p r e s e n t s almost a 100% i n c r e a s e . 

A n a l y s e s o f p l a n t s a t crop m a t u r i t y i n d i c a t e d t h a t 

the e f f e c t s o f t e m p e r a t u r e on t h e a b s o r p t i o n o f P were g r e a t e r 

t h a n t h o s e on i t s t r a n s l o c a t i o n . In c o n t r o l p l a n t s i n c r e a s e s i n 

P a b s o r p t i o n due t o the h i g h s o i l t emperature were 50 and 15 0% 

a t t h e c o o l and warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e s r e s p e c t i v e l y w h i l e 
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i n c r e a s e s i n t r a n s l o c a t i o n were s m a l l and not s i g n i f i c a n t . A t 

the n e a r e s t o p t i m a l P r a t e o f 44 l b . / A h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e 

i n c r e a s e d P a b s o r p t i o n more a t the c o o l than a t the warm a i r 

t e m p e r a t u r e . There was no s o i l t emperature e f f e c t on t r a n s l o c a t i o n 

a t t h e n e a r e s t o p t i m a l P l e v e l because P i s n o r m a l l y m o b i l e , 

and t r a n s l o c a t i o n i s m a i n l y i n c r e a s e d under s t r e s s o f d e f i c i e n c y . 

I n c r e a s e d m i n e r a l uptake a t the h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e 

i n the p r e s e n t e x p e r i m e n t s was not due t o a l a r g e r r o o t system. 

A p p l e and B u t t s (1953) and Power e t al _ . (1964) a t t r i b u t e d t h e 

i n c r e a s e o f P i n p o l e beans and b a r l e y r e s p e c t i v e l y as a r e s u l t 

o f h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e , t o g r e a t e r r o o t w e i g h t s . In the 

p r e s e n t e x p e r i m e n t s , the h i g h s o i l t e m perature t e n d e d , i n f a c t , 

t o d e c r e ase r o o t w e i g h t . I n c r e a s e d m i n e r a l uptake would 

t h e r e f o r e be due t o i n c r e a s e d m i n e r a l - a b s o r b i n g c a p a c i t y o f t h e 

r o o t , which may be a f u n c t i o n o f m e t a b o l i s m o r a n a t o m i c a l 

f e a t u r e s o r b o t h . I t was shown t o be r e l a t e d t o i n c r e a s e d 

u t i l i z a t i o n o f ATP. T h i s i n c r e a s e d c a p a c i t y o f the r o o t f o r 

m i n e r a l a b s o r p t i o n was a l s o accompanied by an e f f i c i e n t u t i l i z a ­

t i o n o f P f o r growth and y i e l d . 

E f f i c i e n c y o f f e r t i l i z e r P i n pro m o t i n g a c t u a l pea 

y i e l d was g r e a t e s t a t the c o o l a i r temperature but a t h i g h 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e (21/13/18°) where pea y i e l d p e r u n i t ( l b . ) 

of a p p l i e d P was 40 mg/plant a t t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e . A t the low 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e (21/13/10°) i t was o n l y 21 mg/plant. A l s o i f 

e f f i c i e n c y i s e x p r e s s e d as l b . P r e q u i r e d t o g i v e 50% o f maximum 

y i e l d , t h e c o n c l u s i o n i s the same s i n c e 18 l b . / A would be 

r e q u i r e d a t t h e h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e w h i l e 29 l b . / A would be 

r e q u i r e d a t t h e low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e . 
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I n c r e a s e d uptake of m i n e r a l s r e s u l t i n g from P a p p l i c a ­

t i o n i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e r o l e o f P i n the a c t i v e uptake o f 

s o l u t e s ( L a t i e s , 1959). For p r e d i c t i o n o f u l t i m a t e pea y i e l d , 

the f o l l o w i n g c r i t i c a l l e v e l s o f m i n e r a l s i n t h e l e a v e s o f 

p l a n t s a t t h e 10th node s t a g e were e s t a b l i s h e d : N, 4.0; 

P, 0.25; K, 2.8:. Ca, 2.8:. Mg, 0.8 p e r c e n t o f d r y m a t t e r . These 

ar e i n g e n e r a l agreement w i t h t h o s e t e n t a t i v e l y e s t a b l i s h e d 

by MacLean and Byers (196 8) f o r N, P and K i n pea l e a v e s o f 

p l a n t s a t the 5th t o 8th node s t a g e s . 

4-. 3 Comparative Growth, P l a s t i d Pigment and M i n e r a l  

Responses o f the P l a n t t o F o l i a r A p p l i c a t i o n s o f  

C y c o c e l , P hosfon and B-Nine a t Low C o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

C y c o c e l a t 1 ppm was found t o s t i m u l a t e growth and 

t o i n c r e a s e y i e l d , w h i l e i t d e c r e a s e d c h l o r o p h y l l c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

as e a r l i e r r e p o r t e d by Adedipe e t a l . (1968). F u r t h e r m o r e , 

C y c o c e l i n c r e a s e d t h e l e v e l s o f N, P and Mg but d e c r e a s e d K, 

w hich agrees w i t h K n a v e l ' s (196 8) r e s u l t s , e x c e p t t h a t Ca was 

not a f f e c t e d i n the pea p l a n t as i t was i n the tomato. 

Whil e r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f B-Nine have 

been r e p o r t e d t o r e t a r d t h e growth o f f r u i t t r e e s ( B a t j e r 

e t a l . , 1964? J a f f e and I s e n b e r g , 1965 ), t o i n c r e a s e the amount 

o f bloom the f o l l o w i n g s p r i n g ( B a t j e r e t a l . , 1964), and t o 

r e d u ce shoot l e n g t h o f pea p l a n t s by about 40% ( S p r e n t , 1967), 

d a t a o b t a i n e d i n t h e p r e s e n t s t u d i e s show t h a t the low concen­

t r a t i o n s o f 1 and 100 ppm were i n e f f e c t i v e i n a l t e r i n g the 

growth p a t t e r n o f pea p l a n t s . C o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f N and P were 
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found t o be i n c r e a s e d and K d e c r e a s e d by 100 ppm o f B-Nine i n 

agreement w i t h K n a v e l ' s (196 8) r e s u l t s f o r tomatoes but i n 

c o n t r a s t t o t h e r e s u l t s o f Southwick e_t a l . (1968) f o r a p p l e s . 

The i n f l u e n c e o f the r e t a r d a n t s on m i n e r a l c o n t e n t 

depended on the u n i t o f e x p r e s s i o n o f n u t r i e n t amounts. F or 

example, a t 10 0 ppm C y c o c e l i n c r e a s e d the c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f N by 

about 6% when t h e l e v e l was e x p r e s s e d as p e r c e n t o f d r y m a t t e r . 

However, when t h e l e v e l was e x p r e s s e d as t o t a l m i n e r a l i n t h e 

v i n e t h e r e was a de c r e a s e o f about 8%. The 6% i n c r e a s e was 

thus due t o a " c o n c e n t r a t i o n e f f e c t " r e s u l t i n g from s m a l l e r 

p l a n t s . S i m i l a r l y , P h osfon a t 100 ppm i n c r e a s e d P by 100% when 

i t was e x p r e s s e d as p e r c e n t o f d r y m a t t e r , but had much l e s s 

e f f e c t on t o t a l P c o n t e n t o f the v i n e . The use o f both u n i t s 

o f e x p r e s s i o n t h u s g i v e s a b e t t e r i n d i c a t i o n o f net uptake 

w h i l e i t a l s o e x p l a i n s , i f o n l y p a r t i a l l y , d i f f e r e n c e s i n 

m i n e r a l c o n t e n t o f t r e a t e d p l a n t s as compared t o u n t r e a t e d p l a n t s . 

On the bases o f pronounced r e d u c t i o n i n p l a n t h e i g h t 

and marked i n c r e a s e i n c h l o r o p h y l l c o n c e n t r a t i o n , Phosfon 

appears t o be the most e f f e c t i v e growth r e t a r d a n t , thus a g r e e i n g 

w i t h t h e r e p o r t s o f Cathey and S t u a r t ( 1 9 6 1 ) , Majumder (1968) 

and Moore (1967). A t 1 ppm however, C y c o c e l s t i m u l a t e d growth, 

i n c r e a s e d y i e l d and the l e v e l s o f N, P and Mg w h i l e Phosfon 

a t t h e same c o n c e n t r a t i o n d i d not have a s i g n i f i c a n t e f f e c t on 

y i e l d and i n c r e a s e d the l e v e l o f P o n l y . S i n c e 100 ppm Phosfon 

was perhaps t o o d r a s t i c , and 1 ppm had l i t t l e e f f e c t , i t may 

w e l l be t h a t growth s t i m u l a t i o n may o c c u r a t l e s s t h a n 1 ppm 

or between 1 and 10 0 ppm. 
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I t i s c o n c l u d e d t h a t B-Nine a t a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f up 

t o 100 ppm i s i n e f f e c t i v e i n s t i m u l a t i n g pea p l a n t growth. 

C y c o c e l a t 1 ppm i s the most e f f e c t i v e i n terms o f growth and 

y i e l d s t i m u l a t i o n . P hosfon a t 100 ppm i s the most e f f e c t i v e 

i n terms o f growth r e t a r d a t i o n but d e c r e a s e s y i e l d . Phosfon 

a t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s l o w e r t h a n 10 0 ppm, perhaps l e s s t h a n 1 ppm, 

may s t i m u l a t e pea growth and may be, l i k e C y c o c e l , p r o m i s i n g 

f o r use i n i n c r e a s i n g pea y i e l d w i t h o u t d e f o r m a t i v e e f f e c t s . 

T h i s p o s s i b i l i t y s h o u l d be i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

4.4 Phosphorus M e t a b o l i s m as I n f l u e n c e d by Temperature, 

Phosphorus and Growth R e t a r d i n g C h e micals 

The l e v e l s o f g l u c o s e , hexose p h o s p h a t e s , ADP and 

ATP i n pea t i s s u e s v a r i e d w i t h t e m p e r a t u r e , a p p l i e d P and the 

2 growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s ( C y c o c e l and P h o s f o n ) . G l u c o s e 

and g l u c o s e phosphates as w e l l as ADP and ATP were u s u a l l y 

h i g h e r i n t h e l e a f t h a n i n the r o o t o f 30-day o l d p l a n t s . 

F r u c t o s e phosphates were o f the same magnitude i n both the 

l e a f and the r o o t . For example,.at the a i r and s o i l tempera­

t u r e regime t h a t i s nearest-optimum (21/13/18°), the l e a f / r o o t 

c o n t e n t s , i n AiM/g f r e s h w e i g ht were; g l u c o s e , 53/14; G - l - P , 

. 56/.30- G--6-P, . 32/. 35 ; F-6-P, .28/.30 ; F-D-P, .47/.48; 

ADP, .27/.17; and ATP, .10/.06. These l e v e l s a r e w i t h i n the 

ranges g i v e n by Marre (1961) f o r h i g h e r p l a n t s i n g e n e r a l . 

Hexose phosphates i n 5-day o l d r a d i c l e s were u s u a l l y 

l o w e r t h a n i n the l e a f o r r o o t o f 30-day o l d p l a n t s , depending 

on t e m p e r a t u r e and a p p l i e d P l e v e l . G l u c o s e c o n t e n t was h i g h e r 
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i n the r a d i c l e than i n the l e a f o r r o o t , w h i l e ADP and ATP 

were about t h e same. Low c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f hexose phosphates 

i n t h e r a d i c l e s may be due t o a s l o w e r r a t e o f i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f 

p h y t i n p r o d u c t s i n t o t h e s e compounds. T h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i s 

s u p p o r t e d by the work o f Loughman and R u s s e l l (1957) 

which showed t h a t t h e i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f absorbed P i n b a r l e y 

s e e d l i n g s i n t o hexose phosphates was s l o w e r than i n t o n u c l e o t i d e s . 

The h i g h e r l e v e l s o f p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds i n t h e l e a f i s 

u n d e r s t a n d a b l y a t t r i b u t a b l e t o the a d d i t i o n a l c o n t r i b u t i o n 

r e s u l t i n g from p h o t o s y n t h e t i c p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n (Whatley and 

Losada, 1964). 

A t 25 and 30°, pea r a d i c l e s c o n t a i n e d t w i c e as much 

g l u c o s e as a t 20°. T h i s c o u l d be due t o i n c r e a s e d a c t i v i t y 

o f p h o s p h o r y l a s e i n the breakdown o f seed s t a r c h . A t 25°, 

however, t h e l e v e l s o f hexose phosphates d e c r e a s e d s h a r p l y 

compared w i t h t h o s e a t 20 and 30°. The a c c u m u l a t i o n o f t h e s e 

compounds a t 30° i m p l i e s e i t h e r i n c r e a s e d r e s p i r a t o r y a c t i v i t y 

o r an a c c u m u l a t i o n o f g l y c o l y t i c s u b s t r a t e s due t o r educed 

u t i l i z a t i o n . On t h e o t h e r hand, d e c r e a s e s i n t h e s e compounds 

a t 2 5° i m p l i e s e i t h e r a g e n e r a l d e c r e a s e i n r e s p i r a t o r y a c t i v i t y 

o r a r a p i d u t i l i z a t i o n o f t h e s e g l y c o l y t i c s u b s t r a t e s and 

p r o d u c t s a l o n g the c y c l e . ATP d e c r e a s e d by 22% a t 25 and 30° 

compared t o 20°, p r o b a b l y showing an i n c r e a s e d u t i l i z a t i o n o f ATP 

f o r o t h e r a s p e c t s o f c e l l m e t a b o l i s m and growth. Decreased 

l e v e l s o f hexose phosphates and ATP were accompanied by a 19% 

i n c r e a s e i n r a d i c l e f r e s h w e i ght a t 2 5°. T h i s shows t h a t 

g l y c o l y t i c a c t i v i t y might have been h i g h , thus l e a d i n g t o a 
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r a p i d t u r n o v e r o f s u b s t r a t e s and p r o d u c t s i n the g l y c o l y t i c 

sequence. T h i s i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e o b s e r v a t i o n s o f Hatch 

and T u r n e r (1959) and Mossberry e t a l . (1964) t h a t i n h i g h e r 

p l a n t s , ATP c o n t r o l s g l y c o l y t i c and o x i d a t i v e m e t a b o l i s m . 

I n t h e r a d i c l e s , the g r e a t e s t change was i n F-D-P, 

w i t h the temp e r a t u r e o f 30° l e a d i n g t o a 74% i n c r e a s e , w h i l e 

25° l e d t o a 48% d e c r e a s e . I t would t h e r e f o r e seem t h a t the 

c o n t r o l o f g l y c o l y s i s i s dependent on the l e v e l o f t h i s 

s u b s t r a t e as w e l l as t h a t o f ATP. as suggested by Marre (1961). 

In 30-day o l d p l a n t s , t h e changes i n p h o s p h o r y l a t e d 

compounds brought about by a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s were 

i n t e r d e p e n d e n t . There was a d e c r e a s e d u t i l i z a t i o n o f ATP i n 

the p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n o f g l u c o s e , due t o the warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e 

o f 30/21° compared w i t h 21/13°. The a v a i l a b i l i t y o f g l u c o s e 

was not the l i m i t i n g f a c t o r because i t was t w i c e as h i g h . On 

the o t h e r hand t h e r e was an i n c r e a s e d u t i l i z a t i o n o f ATP a t the 

h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e o f 18° tha n a t the low s o i l t e mperature o 

o f 10°, p a r t i c u l a r l y a t the c o o l a i r t e m p e r a t u r e . T h i s p a t t e r n 

o f changes was a l s o the case i n the r o o t . T h i s t h e r e f o r e 

suggests t h a t i n c r e a s e d m i n e r a l uptake (as e a r l i e r r e p o r t e d ) 

may not be d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o c a r b o h y d r a t e c o n t e n t s p e r se 

(Humphries. 1956) but t o o t h e r compounds i n v o l v i n g t h e i r 

u t i l i z a t i o n o r i n t e r c o n v e r s i o n s , such as the p h o s p h o r y l a t e d 

s u g a r s . The h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e i n c r e a s e d growth p r o b a b l y 

because sugars were r a p i d l y and c o n t i n u o u s l y p h o s p h o r y l a t e d 

i n k i n a s e r e a c t i o n s , and ATP was a l s o u t i l i z e d i n o t h e r p l a n t 
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growth p r o c e s s e s ( M a r r e , 1961). The r e v e r s e was p r o b a b l y the 

case w i t h the warm a i r temperature which was e a r l i e r shown t o 

d e c r e a s e t o t a l c o n t e n t s o f m i n e r a l s i n t h e pea p l a n t t i s s u e s . 

I n c r e a s e d m i n e r a l uptake a t t h e h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e may 

t h e r e f o r e have r e s u l t e d from energy d e r i v e d from ATP as suggested 

by S u t c l i f f e (1962). 

A p p l i e d P g e n e r a l l y l e d t o d e c r e a s e s i n hexose phosphates 

e x c e p t F-6-P. The g r e a t e s t o f such d e c r e a s e s were a t the c o o l 

a i r and h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e (21/13/18°) which has been shown 

t o be t h e n e a r e s t o p t i m a l regime f o r p l a n t growth, l e a f growth 

and pea y i e l d . A t t h i s t e m p e r a t u r e r e g i m e , a p p l i e d P l e d t o a 

d e c r e a s e i n ATP. ATP was t h u s b e i n g u t i l i z e d more a t t h i s 

t e m p e r a t u r e regime t h a n a t any o t h e r . T h i s may e x p l a i n the 

l a r g e i n c r e a s e i n p l a n t growth a t t h i s t e mperature regime,^and 

may be r e l a t e d t o t h e s u g g e s t i o n by Power e t a l . (19 6 4) t h a t 

i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e t o l i m i t the u t i l i z a t i o n 

o f c e r t a i n m e t a b o l i t e s . T h i s l i m i t a t i o n i s g r e a t e r a t the warm 

a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 30/21° t h a n a t 21/13°. 

The s t i m u l a t i o n o f pea stem growth by adenine a t h i g h 

t e m p e r a t u r e ( G a l s t o n and Hand, 1949) may t h e r e f o r e r e p r e s e n t 

a l a c k o f u t i l i z a t i o n o f adenine f o r p h o s p h o r o c l a s t i c r e a c t i o n s 

i n v o l v i n g ATP r a t h e r t h a n an a b s o l u t e d e f i c i e n c y o f adenine a t 

h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e . The p o s i t i v e growth response o f peas t o 

s u c r o s e a t 2 3° ( K e t e l l a p e r and Bonner, 1961) might have 

r e s u l t e d from i n c r e a s e d t r a n s l o c a t i o n o f sugars t o the r o o t , 

which i n the p r e s e n t e x p e r i m e n t s was shown t o be low i n g l u c o s e 

a t h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e . 
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P o t t s and Ormrod (1969) found no changes i n t h e l e v e l s 

o f o r g a n i c , l i p i d and t o t a l phosphates when pea p l a n t s were 

a b r u p t l y t r a n s f e r r e d from 25/15 t o 35/25° da y / n i g h t e m p e r a t u r e s 

and h e l d f o r up t o 6 days a t the h i g h e r t e m p e r a t u r e . They 

suggested t h a t t h e i r r e s u l t s d i d not p r e c l u d e t h e p o s s i b i l i t y 

t h a t the c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f compounds w i t h i n the o r g a n i c phosphorus 

f r a c t i o n d i d v a r y . T h i s was i n f a c t the case i n the p r e s e n t 

e x p e r i m e n t s . Changes i n p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds were not 

l a r g e enough i n the P o t t s and Ormrod st u d y t o be d e t e c t e d by 

g r o s s f r a c t i o n a t i o n t e c h n i q u e s . A l s o , t h e p r e t r e a t m e n t o f the 

p l a n t s a t 25/15° i n t h e i r work may have r e s u l t e d i n an e q u i l i b r a ­

t i o n o f the f r a c t i o n s , o r t h a t more than 6 days were r e q u i r e d 

t o cause changes a f t e r such a r e l a t i v e l y f a v o u r a b l e p r e t r e a t m e n t . 

The e f f e c t o f t e m p e r a t u r e i n i n f l u e n c i n g phosphorus m e t a b o l i s m 

appears t o be c o n t r o l l e d by g l y c o l y t i c k i n a s e s o r phospho-

x g l u c o i s o m e r a s e o r a l d o l a s e o r a l l , depending on t h e t y p e and 

age o f t i s s u e . 

In i n t e r p r e t i n g the r e s u l t s o f s t u d i e s o f the e f f e c t s 

o f C y c o c e l and Phosfon on g l u c o s e and p h o s p h o r y l a t e d compounds 

the c r o s s - o v e r theorem o f Chance e t a l . (1958) may be used f o r 

l o c a t i n g t h e c o n t r o l s i t e ( s ) . In t h i s t e c h n i q u e i t i s n e c e s s a r y 

t o compare the compounds t h a t show r e c i p r o c a l t r e n d s , t h a t i s , 

the compound(s) which d e c r e a s e d as t h e o t h e r ( s ) i n c r e a s e d . A t 

1 ppm C y c o c e l , G-6-P i n c r e a s e d w h i l e F-D-P and ATP d e c r e a s e d 

( F i g . 1 2 ) . T h i s i n d i c a t e s t h a t a t t h i s c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f C y c o c e l , 

t h e r e was an i n c r e a s e d u t i l i z a t i o n o f ATP f o r t h e p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n 

o f sugars ( h e x o s e s ) . Hexokinase a c t i v i t y might thus have been 



F i g . 12. Comparative Rate Effects of Cycocel and Phosfon on P u t i l i z a t i o n patterns 
of 5-day old pea r a d i c l e s grown at 25°. 
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s t i m u l a t e d . A l a c k o f a c c u m u l a t i o n o f F-D-P might have been 

due t o a p o s s i b l e r a p i d u t i l i z a t i o n o f F-D-P by a l d o l a s e t o 

form t r i o s e p h o s p h a t e s , but t h i s p o s s i b i l i t y was not i n v e s t i g a t e d . 

P h osfon a t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f up t o 100 ppm, on the 

o t h e r hand, d e c r e a s e d G-6-P and F-D-P, w h i l e a t 1000 ppm i t 

i n c r e a s e d ATP. The g e n e r a l d e c r e a s e s i n hexose phosphates was 

p r o b a b l y due t o a l a c k o f p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n o f sugars by ATP. 

The s u p p l y o f g l u c o s e was however not the l i m i t i n g f a c t o r . While 

C y c o c e l a t 1 ppm may have s t i m u l a t e d h e x o k i n a s e , Phosfon a t t h e 

same c o n c e n t r a t i o n may have i n h i b i t e d i t , as r e f l e c t e d by t h e 

l e v e l o f G-6-P. There i s thus a d i f f e r e n t i a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n 

e f f e c t o f t h e s e two growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s . T h i s response 

i s s i m i l a r t o growth r e s p o n s e e a r l i e r r e p o r t e d i n the p r e s e n t 

s t u d i e s i n which C y c o c e l a t 1 ppm was found t o s t i m u l a t e growth 

w h i l e Phosfon a t the same c o n c e n t r a t i o n had no s i g n i f i c a n t 

e f f e c t on growth. 

These r e s p o n s e s s u p p o r t C l e l a n d ' s (196 5) view t h a t 

t h e i n h i b i t o r y e f f e c t s o f growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s a re not 

n e c e s s a r i l y l i m i t e d t o the hormonal l e v e l . Tanaka and T o l b e r t 

(1966) found t h a t C y c o c e l s t i m u a l t e d c h o l i n e k i n a s e a c t i v i t y 

i n s p i n a c h and pea l e a v e s , but i t i s not known i f o t h e r growth 

r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s , f o r example Phosfon and B-Nine, w i l l a l s o 

i n f l u e n c e t h i s k i n a s e . 
g 

T u l i e t a l _ . (1964) showed N - b e n z y l a d e n i n e t o be 

an i n h i b i t o r o f r e s p i r a t o r y k i n a s e s . Ormrod and W i l l i a m s (196 0) 

found t h a t 2,4-D and g i b b e r e l l i c a c i d caused a s t r i k i n g i n c r e a s e 

i n a c i d - s o l u b l e o r g a n i c phosphorus as q u i c k l y as 1 minute 
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a f t e r the t r e a t m e n t o f T r i f o l i u m h i r t u m . I t i s c l e a r t h a t 

growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s may i n f l u e n c e the endogenous l e v e l s 

o f a u x i n s ( K u r a i s h i and M u i r , 1963; H a l e v y , 1963; Reed et_ a l . , 

1965), o r g i b b e r e l l i n s (Hinneman e t a l . , 1964; Badlev e t a l . , 

1965; Tanaka and T o l b e r t , 1966), but th e y may a l s o i n f l u e n c e 

n e i t h e r ( C l e l a n d , .1965 ). A u x i n s and g i b b e r e l l i n s on the o t h e r 

hand depend on p r o d u c t s o f p r i m a r y m e t a b o l i t e s f o r t h i e r b i o ­

s y n t h e s i s . Brook e t aJL. (1967 ) suggested t h a t a l t e r a t i o n s i n 

n u c l e i c a c i d m e t a b o l i s m by Phosfon c o u l d i n t u r n a l t e r a wide 

v a r i e t y o f m e t a b o l i c p r o c e s s e s r e s u l t i n g i n r e t a r d e d growth. 

A l t e r a t i o n i n g l y c o l y t i c m e t a b o l i s m r e p o r t e d i n the p r e s e n t 

e x p e r i m e n t s may be one o f such p r o c e s s e s . The more p r i m a r y 

e f f e c t o f growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s may i n f a c t l i e i n 

changes i n t h e l e v e l s o f b a s i c m e t a b o l i t e s , such as g l y c o l y t i c 

i n t e r m e d i a t e s brought about by e f f e c t s on g l y c o l y t i c k i n a s e s , 

o r i n d e e d o f o t h e r enzymes. T h i s means t h a t growth r e t a r d i n g 

c h e m i c a l s s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d more as a n t i m e t a b o l i t e s 

( L o c k h a r t , 1962) r a t h e r t h a n as a n t i g i b b e r e l l i n s . 

A l t e r a t i o n i n the l e v e l s o f b a s i c m e t a b o l i t e s may i n 

t u r n i n f l u e n c e t h e b i o s y n t h e s i s o f growth r e g u l a t o r y s u b s t a n c e s , 

which c o u l d i n t u r n modify growth. U l t i m a t e m o r p h o l o g i c a l 

e x p r e s s i o n may i n f a c t be c o n t r o l l e d by d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s o f 

p l a n t m e t a b o l i s m i n d i f f e r e n t s p e c i e s , and w i t h v a r y i n g concen­

t r a t i o n s o f d i f f e r e n t growth r e t a r i d n g c h e m i c a l s . 

The d w a r f i n g e f f e c t s o f h i g h a i r t e m p e r a t u r e on pea 

p l a n t growth were s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o f r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

o f growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s , p a r t i c u l a r l y P h o s f o n . A l s o , 
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the h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e o f 30° l e d t o s i m i l a r e f f e c t s on phosphory­

l a t e d compounds, as t h o s e brought about by 1000 ppm C y c o c e l 

and P h o s f o n . I t t h u s appears t h a t one o f the ways by which 

h i g h a i r tem p e r a t u r e as w e l l as h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f growth 

r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s l i m i t p l a n t growth, i s the d e c r e a s e d 

u t i l i z a t i o n o f ATP i n k i n a s e r e a c t i o n s and i n growth p r o c e s s e s 

such as p r o t e i n s y n t h e s i s and c e l l w a l l e x t e n s i o n . 

The e f f e c t s o f growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s on r e s p i r a ­

t o r y and o t h e r k i n a s e s , a u x i n s and g i b b e r e l l i n s need t o be 

s t u d i e d i n t h e same s e t o f e x p e r i m e n t s t o throw l i g h t on 

which a s p e c t o f m e t a b o l i s m i s the most p r i m a r i l y i n f l u e n c e d . 

F o r u n i f o r m i t y i n t h e nomenclature o f p l a n t growth 

r e g u l a t o r s i t i s suggested t h a t growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s be 

c a l l e d "RETARDINS" i n l i n e w i t h o t h e r groups such as a u x i n s , 

g i b b e r e l l i n s , k i n i n s and m o r p h a c t i n s . 
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5. SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

In greenhouse and c o n t r o l l e d environment e x p e r i m e n t s , 

the i n f l u e n c e s o f t e m p e r a t u r e , phosphorus n u t r i t i o n and growth 

r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s on growth and m i n e r a l c o m p o s i t i o n of the 

pea p l a n t were i n v e s t i g a t e d . The u t i l i z a t i o n o f P under 4 

a i r and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e regimes w i t h i n the p h y s i o l o g i c a l range 

was a l s o s t u d i e d . The d w a r f i n g e f f e c t o f h i g h t e m p e r a t u r e was 

r e l a t e d t o t h a t due t o r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f growth 

r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s . From t h e r e s u l t s o f the ex p e r i m e n t s t h e 

f o l l o w i n g c o n c l u s i o n s can be drawn. 

( i ) P f e r t i l i z e r a p p l i e d a t r a t e s o f up t o 352 l b . / A 

i n c r e a s e d p l a n t growth and y i e l d o f peas. Y i e l d i n c r e a s e s 

r e s u l t e d from d e c r e a s e s i n v i n e r e l a t i v e t o t o t a l d r y m a t t e r , 

w i t h no r e l a t i v e e f f e c t s on pod w e i g h t . * E f f i c i e n c y o f P i n 

prom o t i n g pea y i e l d was h i g h e s t a t the 44 l b . / A r a t e . 

( i i ) N and P c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were h i g h e s t i n the pea 

see d , w h i l e K, Ca and Mg c o n c e n t r a t i o n s were h i g h e s t i n t h e 

v i n e . The t o t a l c o n t e n t o f P, i n m i l l i g r a m s p e r p l a n t , was 

h i g h e s t i n t h e pea seed, w h i l e t h o s e o f N, K, Ca and Mg were 

h i g h e s t i n the v i n e . P tended t o i n c r e a s e t h e t o t a l c o n t e n t s 

of a l l 5 m i n e r a l s i n a l l 3 t i s s u e s ( v i n e , pod and pea s e e d ) . 

( i i i ) Between 5th node and f u l l bloom s t a g e s (about 

20 and 40 days o f g r o w t h ) , t h e warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 30/21° 

( d a y / n i g h t ) d e p r e s s e d v i n e growth and m i n e r a l u p t a k e , compared 

w i t h the c o o l a i r t e m p e r a t u r e o f 21/13°. D e p r e s s i o n s o f 

growth and m i n e r a l uptake by t h e warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e were 

g r e a t e r a t t h e h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e o f 18° than a t 10°. 
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( i v ) The h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e i n c r e a s e d v i n e w e i g h t 

and m i n e r a l uptake as compared t o t h e low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e . 

I n c r e a s e s i n growth and m i n e r a l uptake were g r e a t e r a t t h e c o o l 

t h a n a t t h e warm a i r t e m p e r a t u r e . 

(v) I n c r e a s e s i n m i n e r a l c o n c e n t r a t i o n s a t the warm 

a i r t e m p e r a t u r e were l a r g e l y due t o " c o n c e n t r a t i o n e f f e c t s " 

r e s u l t i n g from s m a l l e r p l a n t s . I n c r e a s e s due t o t h e h i g h 

s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e were a b s o l u t e because they o c c u r r e d r e g a r d l e s s 

o f p l a n t s i z e . 

( v i ) The g r e a t e s t i n c r e a s e i n growth r e s u l t i n g from 

added P was a t the c o o l a i r and h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e regime 

o f 21/13/18°. I n c r e a s e i n P r a t e beyond t h e 44 l b . / A tended t o 

dec r e a s e growth compared w i t h t h a t a t t h e 44 l b . / A r a t e . 

( v i i ) A p p l i e d P d i d not o f f s e t t h e g r o w t h - l i m i t i n g 

e f f e c t s o f e i t h e r warm a i r o r low s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e a t t h e 6 t h 

and 10th node s t a g e s . At f u l l bloom and a t e s t i m a t e d m a r k e t a b l e 

crop m a t u r i t y h o w e v e r , P became more l i m i t i n g , and i t s a p p l i ­

c a t i o n o f f s e t the d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t s o f warm a i r and c o l d s o i l . 

( v i i i ) I n c r e a s e i n m i n e r a l uptake a t t h e h i g h s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e was not due t o i n c r e a s e d r o o t growth, but was a 

r e s u l t o f i n c r e a s e d m e t a b o l i c a c t i v i t y o f the r o o t l e a d i n g t o 

i n c r e a s e d c a p a c i t y f o r m i n e r a l a b s o r p t i o n . The e f f e c t o f s o i l 

t e m p e r a t u r e on t o t a l a b s o r p t i o n o f P was g r e a t e r than on t r a n s ­

l o c a t i o n i n t o t h e pea seed. 
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( i x ) Of t h e 3 growth r e t a r d i n g c h e m i c a l s i n v e s t i g a t e d , 

C y c o c e l a t 1 ppm was t h e most e f f e c t i v e i n terms o f growth and 

y i e l d s t i m u l a t i o n . Phosfon a t 100 ppm was the most e f f e c t i v e 

i n terms o f growth r e t a r d a t i o n , but markedly d e c r e a s e d y i e l d . 

B-Nine a t c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f up t o 10 0 ppm was i n e f f e c t i v e i n 

a l t e r i n g p l a n t growth p a t t e r n . C y c o c e l and Phosfon a p p l i e d a t 

low c o n c e n t r a t i o n s appear t o be p r o m i s i n g f o r use i n i n c r e a s i n g 

pea y i e l d w i t h o u t d e f o r m a t i v e e f f e c t s . E f f e c t s o f the growth 

r e t a r d a n t s on m i n e r a l uptake l a r g e l y r e f l e c t e d p l a n t s i z e 

d i f f e r e n c e s , and were not a b s o l u t e i n c r e a s e s o r d e c r e a s e s . 

(x) The e f f e c t s o f r e l a t i v e l y h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s 

o f C y c o c e l and Phosfon were s i m i l a r t o t h o s e o f h i g h a i r tempera­

t u r e w i t h r e s p e c t t o d w a r f i n g o f p l a n t s and changes i n the l e v e l s 

o f g l u c o s e , hexose p h o s p h a t e s , ADP and ATP. I t appears t h a t 

one o f t h e ways by which h i g h c o n c e n t r a t i o n s o f growth r e t a r d i n g 

c h e m i c a l s as w e l l as h i g h t emperature depress p l a n t growth i s 

the d e c r e a s e d u t i l i z a t i o n o f ATP i n k i n a s e r e a c t i o n s and growth 

p r o c e s s e s . 

( x i ) The g r e a t e r m i n e r a l uptake and t r a n s l o c a t i o n 

a t t he h i g h s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e was due not t o i n c r e a s e i n g l u c o s e 

p e r s e , but t o d e c r e a s e i n i t s p h o s p h o r y l a t i o n by ATP, and i t s 

i n t e r c o n v e r s i o n s t o o t h e r hexose phosphates. 

( x i i ) The most s a t i s f a c t o r y o r nearest-optimum a i r 

and s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e regime f o r p l a n t growth and m i n e r a l uptake 

was t h e 21/13/18° d a y / n i g h t / s o i l t e m p e r a t u r e s . 
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( x i i i ) I n s o i l s t h a t a r e c o l d i n e a r l y s p r i n g , P 

may be used t o g i v e t h e s e e d l i n g s a v i g o r o u s "start''' and t o 

compensate f o r l o s s i n y i e l d t h a t might have r e s u l t e d i f t h e 

summer became warm. 

( x i v ) For p r e d i c t i o n o f u l t i m a t e pea y i e l d , the 

f o l l o w i n g c r i t i c a l l e v e l s o f m i n e r a l s i n the l e a v e s o f p l a n t s 

a t t h e 10th node s t a g e were e s t a b l i s h e d : N, 4.0; P, 0.25; 

K, 2.8; Ca, 2.8; Mg, 0.8 p e r c e n t o f d r y m a t t e r . 

(xv) F o r u n i f o r m i t y i n t h e nomenclature o f p l a n t 

growth r e g u l a t o r s i t i s suggested t h a t growth r e t a r d i n g 

c h e m i c a l s be c a l l e d "RETARDINS" i n l i n e w i t h o t h e r groups such 

as a u x i n s , g i b b e r e l l i n s , k i n i n s and m o r p h a c t i n s . 
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