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ABSTRACT

In the first part of the thesis, historical
anaiysis shows that agents of cultural contact =
the trading company and mission churches - focussed
the activities of native Eskimo and Indian peoples
upon the Mackenzie Delta. Centrifugal forces
exerted by whaling iﬁ the Beautort Sea and the
Klondike Gold Rush were short-lived and resulted in
the more rapid acculturation of native peoples
involved in them who eventually drifted back
towards the Mackenzie Delta., The intensification
of trapping after 1920 and the growth of a pattern
of settlements confirmed the importance of the
Mackenzie Delta in the ecological regimes of
Eskimos, Indians and the white trappers who mi-
grated there at this time, and favoured the
emergence of a Delta Community.

In the second part of the thesis, an objective
hierarchical grouping procedure is used to

identify characteristic groups of trappers in



ii

terms of the species they trap. Groups specializing
in more distant species associated with each settle-
ment virtually disappeared between 1931 and 1951 and
the spring muskrat harvest in the Mackenzie Delta
became the dominant activity of most trappers, In
1950, trapping camps were evenly distributed throﬁgh-
out the Mackenzie Delta and the take of muskrat
generally greater in the northeast. After the
building of the new planned settlement of Inuvik

the numbers of trapping camps diminished and the
regional trend of the muskrat harvest shifted as the
takes in the vincinity of the new town decreased.

For the mid-sixties, a grouping procedure used
to dichotomize "serious" and "part-time" trappers
shows that a large proportion of the latter maintained
trapping camps. Analysis of emplpyment in Inuvik
also shows a divided commitment to land and town.,
High income and high status jobs were occupied pre-~
dominantly by white transient workers since they

required skills and levels of educational achieve-
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ment possessed by few native people., Though native
people of Metis origin showed some success in
employment, most Eskimos and Indians occupied more
menial jobs. A comparison of employment in
government and non-government sectors indicates that
native involvement in the latter was growing, many
native people in both sectors shifted jobs tre-
quently, or between jobs and land-based activities,
The town economy like the land economy showed signs
of adaptation to the dual allegiance felt by native

people to land and town.
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PREFACE

In 1965 the writef was engag;d by the Northern
'Coordination and Research Centre of the Department‘of
Northern Affairs and Natiohal Respurcesl to prepare
a pfeliminafy survey of the economic geography of
the Mackenzie belta, ﬁ.W.T. This was to be a contri-
bution towards a long term, multi-disciplinary
project - the ﬁagkenzie'nelta Rgéearch Prqgéct -
direéted toﬁérds the anaiysis of social and economic
) chaﬁge»in this part of northern Canada. The firsf
season spent in the field résulted in an inventory of
c?rrenﬁ resource»useSf(WOlforth, [19661), and in an
awareness on the writer's.part that the processes at
wofk in the Mackenzie Delta‘could not be understood

outside their historical context. Even a cursory

1 This later became the Northern Science Research

Group of the Department of Indian Affairs and
Northern Development.
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apalysis revealed that the Delta1 has great cultural
Vdivérsity resulting from processes of contact spanning
.morg than a century betweén three major ethpic groups,
-Thepe was evidence however that»out of these processes'
thére had emerged a community of Delta people in which
differgnces due to ethnic or cultural origin were
relatively unimportant (Slobodin, 1962: 37-38;

smith [1966] : 18-28),

' it was appéfént also'that iike many other northern
communities, that of the Mackenzie Delta was being
shaken by changes more radical than any which had
"affgéfed if to date. 1In the'previous two»decades, the
major stimulus to change had come from the construction
of the new town of Inuvik which was designed in many
ways to §e a showplacevof what Cangda'could do in the
difficult northern environment (Baird, 1960; Pritchard,
1962; sullivan, 1960). Howe§er, an initial pre-~

occupation.with engineering problems concerned with

1 This is the local, popular term for the area and

will be used for brevity in the present study.
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the construction of modern, fully serviced buildings
oh perﬁafrost (Cooper, 1967) had often obscured
pfessing problems of ; social nature resulting from
the large-scale movement of native1 people into the
new town as permanent regidents of as squattefs. When
the major construction work was finished these problems
came to the fore‘and were described ;n a number of
studies (Boek and Boek, 1960; Lotz, 1962) which -
demonstrated the concern of the federal department,
and formed the mgjor impetus for the Mackenzie Delta
Research Project.

The signs of social pathology with which they
dealt were of coﬁrse most intense in the settlement
itself yhere the native population frequently seemed:
bemused and disoriented. by the pace of change, and
the major émphasis of the Project was place there

also (Mailhot, 1968; Efvin, 1968; Lubart, 1970). It

1 The term "native" is used here in the neutral sense

of someone who lives in the area. It will be defined
later with more precision together with other terms
of a potentially perjorative nature,
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was clear that‘those who had moved into the new
settlement had not done so simply as urban immigrantg
like those in many pafts of the less developed world
(cf. Breese, 19663 73-100). In the first place their
orientation towards the gown was not accompanied by
a complete break with the land with which many still
maintained strong ties, either by continuing some
land-based activities themselve$ or by entering into
social or“ecopomic interaction with thosé that did.
In the second place, they came with a variefy of prior
experiencés of what the settlemgnt had to offer
dérived from a long and complex history of contact
w;th the outside world. They were thus not directly
analogous with, say, Eékimos moving info Baker Lake
(vallee, 1967) or even Frobisher Bay (Honigmann and
Honigmann, 1965), where the contact experience pre-
ceding the movement into a settlement had been less
intensg and less complex.

These two aspects of the movement towards the

town provided‘the ma jor focus for the present study
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which is directed towards a number of related
questions, namely:

(i) What patterns of points of contact with
the external culture emerged during the

area's history?

(ii) What relationships did the indigenous

people form with these points of contact?

(iii) What changes in the use of territory
took place as these relationships

intensified?

- (iv) What are the eftects on both the land
and the urban economies of people who

maintain ties with both?

It will be seenvthgt these are gssentially
questions about nodal relations, and therefore
central to geographical interest. Nystuen and
Dacey (1961) suggest a definition of these relations
which is useful. "Nodal regions," they write, "are
defined by evaluating the external contacts of small
areal units. FEach of these areal units is assigned
to that place with which it has dominant association.
Usually, this will be a nearby city, and this city is

defined as the central place or nodal point for the
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unit areas assigned'to it. The aggregation of these
unit areas, in turn, is called the nodal region."

In the Lower Mackenzie area, the "areal units"
in question are those territories used by the land-
based people at different times., The "nodal centres"
are the points of contact with the external culture
with which they have entered into transaction. The
questions listed above then are concerned with, first,
the patterns of nodal centres at different times, and
second, the patterns of nodal regions associgted with
them. The last question is more particularly con-
cerned with the present interaction between nodal
region and nodal centre, and the effects of a shifting
emphasis from the one to the other,

These questions arise from the writer's previous
interest expressed in an analysis of the journey to
work in Vancouver, B.C. (Wolforth, 1965). Though
this work was directed towards a functional analysis
of existing patterns, it led to an awareness that

changes in the structure of nodal centres are
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paralleled by changes in the structure of the nodal
regions with which they are associated, and that
these are interdependent processes. The Mackenzie
Delta was an unusual but interesting place to examine
nodal centres and regions for a number of reasons.
It was clear that over a tairly long history of over
100 vears that quite different patterns of nodal
centres existed at difterent times, though it was
not clear what the precise patterns were in all
cases, nor what the influence of the nodal centres
had been.

Also, the recent establishment of the new town
did not simply result in the Delta peOple ceasing to
trap in order to take up wage employment, but rather
in their abandoning one system of resource utilization
in favour of another in which wage employment could
be accommodated to a greater or lesser extent. In
the Honigmanns' (1965:77) useful terminology, many

people showed a dual allegiance to the land and to

the town which was reflected in their shifting
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between them, neither completely giving up the one
nor totally accepting the other. The origins and
present spatial implications of this divided

allegiance form the principal focus of this study.
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INTRODUCTION

1. The Growth of Settlements in the North

One of the most'important changes to have taken
place in northern Canada in recent years has been the
movement of native peoples into the séftléments. In
most areas this has been accompanied by a diminishing
interest in land-based activities which had become
established over many years, including trapping and
a range of ancillary occupations such as hunting,
fishing, whaling and sealing which defined the way of
life of most northern people. Though these were not
all necessarily traditional activities and rarely if
ever conducfed.in traditional ways, they nonetheless
represented a continuity with the past which has now
been broken for a growing number of people. The
virtual abandonment of the old way of life was brouéht
about in part by a general decline in the value of the

fur trade associated with changing fashions, and



competition from synthetics. At the same time the
settlements themselves have come to offer a greater
range of opportunities and services and the native
northemerhas sought refuge in them from a land ﬁhich
no longer affords him a living.

Until quite recently, most of the settlements
shown prominently on the maps of northern Canada were
in fact little more than outposts of an alien culture,
For the most part they consisted of minute clusters of
buildings tenuously connected to the outside world
and housing representatives of those institutions
which had been most influential in defining the channels
of contact with native peoples; namely, the Hudson's
Bay Company, the Church, and the R.C.M. Police. The
native people themselves still made their living on
the land and visited the settlements from time to time
to sell furs, buy provisions, get medical attention
or attend religious services, It is true that schools
were to be found in some of the larger centres where

a number of native children lived for most of the year



in hostels, but few adults did so while trapping
remained a profitable activity and the settlements
themselves offered few if any competing opportunities,
Today, this has largely changed. Some professional
trappers still exist in the North, but an increasing
number of native northerners make their living in the
§ettlements. This has imposed a strain on the admini-
stration and the people alike, for few settlements have.‘
a broad enough economic base tq absorb a large number
of residents, and few native people have until recently
possessed the skills which are required to live success-
fully in an urban environment, The result has been the
creation by the Federal, and later the Territorial
governments, of a large number of service and main-
tenance jobs to absorb as many people as possible into
wage employment. Even this action however has not
- avoided burgeoning demands made upon social assistance
of all kinds and the appearance of a generation which

often expresses its lack of gdaptation in anomic or,

in terms of the dominant values, pathological behaviour,



Problems abound and have been the subject of a number
of studies concerned with Eskimo town dwellers in
particular. Some of these have analyzed changing
patterns of social organization (Honigmann and
Honigmann, 1965), of economic rqle (vallee, 1967),

or of values and personality (Lubart, 1969), Others
have beeﬁ directed specifically towards identifiable
and indeed well recognized proBlems of social deviance
such as excessive drinking or Juvenilé delinquency

(Clairmont, 1963).

2. The Concept of "Dual Allegiance"

What emerges clearly from these studies is a
typology of native peoples expressed in terms of the
degree to which they have adapted to the urban environ-
ment and which includes the bush dweller at one end of
the scale and the town dweller at the other. Fried
(1964) has suggested a gradient of native peoples based
on their degree of acceptance of "town-living" rather

than "bush-«living" with those who have taken up full-time



wage employment at one end, those who make their
living by trapping at the other, and in the middle,
those who shift between working for wages half-hearted-~
ly and trapping half-heartedly. Honigmann and
Honigmann (1965) have examined this gradient as it
exists in Frobisher Bay and have suggested that it
exhibits what they have called a "dual allegiance"
(ibdd.: 7&) to the bush and to the settlement.

"Dual allegiance to land and town," they
wrote, "constitutes a characteristic of
Frobisher Bay culture about which Eskimos
are gquite self-conscious and protective.
Allegiance to the land is strong,enough
to make them resist what threatens the
continuity of hunting. Where some
families have chosen careers in town,
others remain primarily fixed in hunting
and trapping careers. Others seem un-
decided or, unable to keep a job in town,
shift back and forth,"

In a seminal study of the Eskimos of Baker Lake,
Vallee (1967) drew a distinction which suggests the

same dichotomy between what he termed the nunamuit

and the kabloonamiut - the land based people and those

who had adopted white ways in the settlement.l

According to Vallee, the term nunamiut is used locally
to denote those Eskimos who live on the land. The
term Kabloonamiut (kabloona=white man) is a neologism,

but has now enjoyed wide currency in the literature.




He saw moreover a connection between this dichotomy
and the emergent class system which seems to lie at
the root of the problems experienced by many northern

settlements, for the kabloonamiut, he suggested

(1212.: 144), enjoy a more privileged position than
the nunamiut. Not only are their roles defined in
terms of the statuses of the dominant outside culture
both by themselves and by the nunamiut, but more
wealth now accrues to the successful wage-earner than
to the successful trapper. It is apparent that the
settl ement-bush polarization, if not universal, at
least exists in enough northern areas to make it a
concept of some generality for, besides the writers
mentioned, it has also been referred to by Saario and
Kessel (1966) and in the Mackenzie Delta, by Smith
[1967] and Ervin (1968).

However, the processes.of social adaptation which
take place in the settlement represent only one
aspect of the transformation of a hunting and trapping

to an urban society. Another equally important



aspect concerns the spatial transformation which

takes place on the land as a dispersed pattern of
resource utilization is gradually abandoned. The

dual allegiance to land and town is expressed in
ecological as well as social terms, and the influence
of the settiement has ramifications throughout the
system. Even the bush Eskimo or Indian no longer hunts
and traps in the same way that he did before that
influence existed, but rather has adapted his prac-
tices to the changing situation, and for the Eskimo

or Indian who is caught up in the process of relin-
quishing a life in the bush for one in the town, the
ecological adaptation is even more profound. The
response to new opportunities is not immediate and
does not consist in simply quitting the one in favour
of the other, but rather in creating a composite way
of life which draws from both. Often in fact it seems
that it is possible to become "locked in" a particular
gcological pattern not through choice or because it is

a necessary way station to the achievement of a



pre~determined goal, but because it was gendrated by
the exigencies of the preceding pattern.

Thus the growth of the settlements has not simply
resulted in native northerners abandoning the land in
order to take up wage employment and an urban way of
life. Certainly "push®" factors have been in operation
to make life on the land less attractive and the
settlements have exerted a strong "pull" in terms of
both material opportunities and amenities (gg. Breese,
1966: 80), but the result of these forces has been
that many have simply abandoned one pattern of land=-
based activities in favour of another. 1In this way
the effect of the settlement is not felt only in its
internal social morphology but also in the changing

spatial structure of its hinterland.

3. The Purpose and Organization of the Study

The present study has two different but related
tasks which are directed towards the understanding

of these effects. The first of these concerns the



part which has been played by agents of the external
culture in the convergence of initially distinct

ethnic groups towards what has been identified as

a Delta Community.(Slobodin, 1962: 37-38; Smith [1967 s
18-28). The second concerns the changes which that
community is experiencipgg at the present time as the
result of the intensification of external contact which
has accompanied the urbanization of the Canadian

North. In particular, it will attempt to show that:

1. Agents of the external culture have provided
the catalyst for cultural convergence which
has resulted in the emergence of a Delta
Community, by calling for ecological adjust-
ments which have focussed the activities of
initially separate ethnic communities upon
the Mackenzie Delta, and in doing so have
widened the possibilities for interaction

between them; and

2. The effect of the establishment of the new
town of Inuvik has not been to draw people
off the land entirely, but instead to break
down the nodalities associated with trapping
patterns based on the older Delta settlements
and identified with particular ethnic groups;
and to replace them by a spatial organization
in which allegiance to both land and town is

possible.,
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Since these are separate but related hypotheses
they will be dealt with in two parts, the scope and

method of which are different.

PART ONE: THE EVOLUTION OF THE DELTA COMMUNITY

Part One will trace the evolution of the Delta
Community as it has been influenced by contact with
a series of agents of the external culture. In the
research which contributed to this Part, the usual
methods of historiographic enquiry were used, fqr_
though histérical work had appeared on certain aspects
of the Delta, there is no comprehensive study which
could be used as a source. This is not a gap in the
literature which the present study presumes to fill
since its purpose is the more limited one of document-
ing the appearance of nodal centres associated with
contact with the external culture, and determining
as far as is possible the extent to which these were
associated with the emergence of new ecological regimes,

Detailed written records exist for the Delta since

1840, and less comprehensive records since 1789,
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though all are not generally available. The major
documentary sources consulted include: the records

of the Hudson's Bay Company both in Ottawa at the
Public Archives of Canada and in London at Beaver
House; the records of the Church Missionary Society
at the Public Archives and of the Anglican Church of
Canada at Church House in Toronto; and records of

the various government departments charged with the
responsibility of the administration of the Northwest
Territories in the Public Archives and in the file
registry of the Northern Administration Branch of the
Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development.1
Fortunately fof the researcher, there are many Delta
residents who have long and accurate memories and

much useful data on developments during the present
century was gathered also from personal interview

and checked wherever possible with documentary sources,
Much of the field season in 1966 and again in 1968

was directed towards this end,

The abbreviations for documentary sources cited
are given in the bibliography.
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PART TWO: THE CHANGING NODAL STRUCTURE OF THE
DELTA COMMUNITY

Part Two will examine the changes in the spatial
structure of the belta Community as they reflect the
concept of dual allegiance associated with an increased
pace of urbanization. These will be considered in two
aspects the first concerning the changes on the land
and the'second the changes in the settlement, the
complementary components of the relationship between
nodal centre and nodal region. Since the major
dichotomy in the area between trapping on the one hand
and wage employment on the other these have been chosen
as the most appropriate indices to measure change,

The analysis in Part Two therefore falls into two
sections, the first concerned with trapping patterns
and the second with wage employment.

After 1929, data was available on the quantities

of furs taken by trappers from General Hunting Licence
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returns, and later from Fur Traders's Record Books..l
In addition during the'decade of the fifties, trappers
in the Delta were requiied to register trapping areas
and to declaré the number of muskrat they had taken
from their areas, Data therefore exists which permits
a comprehensive view of where trapping effort was
being directéd, from which could be inferred ecological
patterns over a fairly long period. This data was
analyzed using standard statistical techniques of
trend. surface analysis (Chorley and Haggett, 1965)
and grouping procedures (éerry, 1967) to yield a
picture of the changing spatial structure of the
nodal regions associated with the settlements in genera},
and with Inuvik in particular.

The second section will be devoted to a consider-

ation of the degree of absorption of native people

Trappers were required by law to record the number
of all species, they had taken during each season
in the first instance, andtraders to record all
species taken by them in trade in the second. Both
data sources are held by the Game Branch of the
Government of the Northwest Territories, to whom I
am indebted for having access to them,
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wage employment. Part of the field activities in
1965 and again in 1968 were directed towards making
a detailed census of employment in Inuvik. This has
been used to analyze the nature and extent of the
involvement of native people in wage employment, and
since the surveys were undertaken three years apart,
of the processes involved in their assimilation into
this important sector of settlement living. Quanti-
tative work in this area was supplemented by inter-
views with employers which attempted to discern

attitudes to native employment.

4. Methodological Context

The "Ecological®" Approach

The approach taken by the present study is
"ecological" in that its major concern is for the
spatial arrangement of groups of people as this
reflects the relatibnships among them, and between
them and the territory they occupy. However, the

term "ecology", and"human ecology" in particular,
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has had wide currency in a number of contexts.(Bates,
1953) and a more precise definition of the studyds
frame of reference is desirable. In essence, ecology
is a "pervasive point of view rather than a special
subject matter" (ibid.) which attempts to consider the
objects; it studies as components of a "system"
operating within an "environment" (chMillan apd
Gonzalez, 1965). The differences between the approaches
which are subsumed under the heading of human ecology
reside in the different definitions which are given

to these terms and in particular to the latter, For
some the "environment" is equated with climatic
physibgraphic or biotic conditions, and for others it
is defined as the universe of all elements the changes
in which bring about corresponding changes in the
smaller set of elements defined as the system under
investigation (Harvey, 1969: 458).

The "Man-Land" View of Human Ecology

One of the most consistent views of human ecology
is that which sees it as a study of the rélationships

between man and land, a fact leading more than one
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writer to suggest that geography and human ecology

are one and the same thing (Barro&& 19233 Eyre and
Jones, 1966). In anthropology the ecological

interest has been expressed in studies concerned with
relationships which exist between primitive groups
and their environment through the mediation of a
material culture. An ecological theme, in this sense
of the term, may be discerned in, for example, Forde's

Habitat, Economy and Society (1934), Evans-Pritchard's

(1940) study of the Nuer, Brookfield and Brown's
(1963) study of the Chimbu or, to take a northern
example, Spencer's (1959) study of the North Alaskan
Eskimo. In all these works, the environment is con-
sidered in its physical aspects alone, or in the same
sense the term was used by the geographica; sch§ol of
environmental determinism; A variation on this
approach, as exemplified in the massive c&llection

of essays appearing in Man's Role in Changing the

Face of the Earth (Thomas, 1956), has been to consider

the effect of man's activities upon the phfysical
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world, an approach which can be especially important

in areas like the North where the physical realm is

in subtle and delicate balance, and where industrial
man's activities have a great potential for catastrophe
(McTaggart-dowan, 1969).

Ecological work in the man land tradition has
been especially fruitful in nbrthern research, part-
icularly that which has been concerned with indigenous
groups in close contact with the land. Margaret Lantis'
(1954) plea for more work in human ecology has now
been met by a growing corpus of literature which both
suggests the framework for examining ecological
proédesses and provides the data to do so. Spencer's
(1959) study of the Eskimos of the North Alaskan
slope is a valuable contribution to our knowledge of
the ecological relationships between two Eskimo
groups, and work conducted as part of Project Chariot
in western Alaska, particularly by Saario and Kessel
(1966), and Foote and Williamson (1966), provide a

detailed analysis of the relationships between Eskimo
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groups undergoing rapid and radicél change and their
associated patterns of resource availability and
utilization. Several studies of this type have
espoused a "systems" approach (Foote and Greer-Wootten,
1968) and have provided detailed quantitative inform-
ation on the relationships between resources and
resource utilization systems (Freeman, 1967; Usher,
1970). In places where the contacts with the land
are weaker however such as the Mackenzie Delta, the
relationships between man and man may seem more
important than those between man and the land.

The "Spatial”System"View of Human Ecology

An alternative view of human ecology is that which
sees it as the study of the ways in which social
systems arrange themselves in space and it is this
view with which the present study conforms more
closely. This tradition of human ecology had its
origins in the school of sociology of the University
of Chicago in the 1920's, was largely preoccupied

with human communities in the city, and had as a
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ma jor objective "to discover the principles aﬁd
factors involved in the changing patterns of spatial
arrangement of population and institutions resulting
from the interplay of living beings in a‘continuously
changing culture" (McKenzie, 1931). Some confusion
may have arisen out of different uses accorded the
term "community®™ in the biological and social sciences
(Bates, 1953), but from the work of the human ecologists
emerged a consistent definition of a group of human
beings or institutions tied by a set of relationships
in such a way that a change in one of those relation-
ships necessarily affected the whole. In these terms
then the concept is analogous to the "social boundary
system" of Murdoch (19h9:79~91) or to the "role-
complete group" of Belshaw (1970: él) in that all are
bounded, adaptive, systems (McMillan and Gonzalez,
1965). Much of the early work of the Chicago school
had the ambitious objective of comprehending the
complex workings of entire metropolitan areas as

functioning social organisms (Park and Burgess, 1925)
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usually in terms of a number of concepts with strong
overtones of social Darwinism (Reissman, 1964: ch. 5).
On the other hand, some had the more limited objective
of defining the boundaries and internal structure of
more manageable human communities. For example,
Roderick ﬁéKenzie as one of the early proponents of
the field suggested (1934) that work ontfhe ecology of
the community is either concerned with the spatial
distribution of ®"biosocial phenomena", or the deter-~
mination of the boundaries of "communal organisms",
Certaihly by the time a retrenchment was forced upon
human ecology by criticisms arising out of its
inability to take subtle cultural factors into account
(Firey, 1950), a great deal of work was concerned with
such closely circumscribed topics as soéial area
analysis, migration and mobility,‘and the journey to
work (Reissman, 1964: 112). It is at this point that
this other tradition of human ecology and some branches
of human geography intersect, for they share above all

an interest in the relationships between the structures
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of human systems and their spatial expression
(Ackerman, 1963).

Classification in Ecology

Classification forms an important part of ecological
work. Since ecology is primarily concerned with the
behaviour of aggregates but its data may be derived
from the attributes of individuals (Dogan and Rokkan,
1969: 4), it is generally necessary to group indi-
viduals into appropriate classes. Many systems of
classification are usually possible, but that which
has most relevance to the problem at hand is selected.
"Probléms and their answers," Brown (1963: 171) reminds
us, "are so closely linked to the categories and
nomenclature adopted by the investigator that all
these elements develop concurrently." Thus a
classification of regions, to take a familiar geo-
graphical _example, is only useful when the purpose
of the classification has been clearly established,
Though classifications do exist in geography, as in

other disciplines, which have been produced for no
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purpose other than organizing the data, these have
generally not assisted in the formulation of new
hypotheses (Harvey, 1969: 326). Like measurement and
definition, "classification may be regarded as a means
of searching reality for hypotheses or for structuring
reality to test hypotheses" (ibid.).

Classification may proceed from above by "logical

division" or "deductive classification", or from below
by "grouping" or "inductive classification" (ibid.:334).
Both procedures are common in ecological analysis in
both the physical and social sciences, though the

latter is more suitable for problems where the variation
among the attributes of the elements to be classified

is continuous, and it is therefore desirable to

classify the elements in terms of the greatest sim;-
larity of their attributes, considered together. The

classes that emerge from this procedure are polythetic

(Sokal and Sneath, 1963: 14) in that "a particular
class of elements so classified will share many

features in common, but no element in the class needs
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to possess all the features used to identify the
class." (Harvey, 1969: 338).

Classifications of this kind are particularly
suited to ecological problems in which both elements
and attributes are numerous. In éddition it avoids.
the fallacy of classification from a priori definitions
pointed out by Sokal and Sneath (1963: 7), which assumes
but does not demonstrate the existence of a "natural"
group identified by means of a characteristic attri-
bute observed in a few of its members, and then assigns
other elements to the group by virtue of their possess-
ing that attribute. Inductive classification, on the
other hand makes no assumptions but allows groups to
be generated by whatever procedure has been used.
Though both deductive and inductive classifications
are hierarchical, the latter results in an hierarchy
with_more levels since all elements appear as unique
units at one end of the hierarchy, and are only com-
bined into one set at the other end through a number

of stepss: It has been suggested that groupings of
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this kind are "completely objective and present a
more realistic picture with the inter-relationship
and almost continuous variation of the groupings
readily appreciated." (Kershaw, 1964: 145).

The Emergence of Ecological Groups in the Mackenzie
Delta

One of the more consistent characteristics of
the history of the Mackenzie Delta area has been the
emergence at different times of groups organized to
‘follow different ecological regimes. In.the early
stages of this history these groups were generally
identified with the major ethnic divisions, but the
lines became blurred with the paésage of time. The
first part of this study will be concerned in a
qualitiative, discursive way with the emergence of
these groups particularly as they have been associated
with the settlements as nodal centres. The second
part, for which quantitative data was available, will
describe analysis directed towards the precise

definition of groups in terms of the trapping behaviour
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of their members.

The Mackenzie Delta is ringed by a number of
areas producing certain species in abundance partic-
ularly white fox and marten, while the Delta area
itself is rich in beaver and mink as well as the
ubiquitous muskrat. Trapping effort directed
exclusively or significantly towards any of these
species consequently suggests an allegiance to a
particular area as well as to a seasonal pattern of
activities., Thus by analyzing the trapping returns
of individuals it is possible to determine by infer-
ence what their areal allegiances have been, and by
grouping individuals in terms of these returns, what
patterns of areal allegiances have predominated at
different times. The working hypothesis for this
analysis was that urbanization was not accompanied
by people leaving the land altogether, but rather in
the shifting of their activities from the more dis-
tant to the closer trapping areas in which less

investment of capital equipment was required, and
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where trappiné could be combined with participation
in the life of the settlements.

From a geographical point of view, the more
distant specialist trapping areas could be regarded
as nodal regions centered upon particular settlements
to which trappers returned to trade their furs. Thus
one part of the analysis will be to demonstrate the
association between particular trapping regimes (and
by inference areas utilized) and settlements. The
changing emphasis from more distant to closer areas
if it can be demonstrated,will thus be seen as a
breaking down of the nodalities based upon these
settlements and their replacement by a single, more
restricted nodal region bounded by the Delta jitself,

The Methodological Approach>of the Present Study

Though the present work has a concern for the
ways in which native northerners have used resources,
its primary interest will be in the spatial rami-
fications of the resource utilization pattern as it

has changed through time, and would thus seem to fall
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more properly into the "spatial" tradition of human
ecology. It will be argqed that in general terms the
influence of northern settlements has been to restructure
the ecology into a nodal configuration so that formerly
existing patterns based upon the distribution of
resources and traditionally sanctioned modes of
exploiting them have been superceded by those based
upon the urban centres. The settlements have in fact
become the organizers of "effective space" in
Friedman's (1965) terminology in both the social and
economic aspects of life which are now channeled
through them. If the community may be seen as a
bounded, adaptive system, as has been suggested, then
fhe establishment and growth of the settlements is
an influence which has transformed the state of that
system and its spatial expression.

The effect of urbanization in the North has been
twofold. On the one hand as native northerners have
taken up residence within the settlements they have

become incorporated into an emerging social structure
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stratified according to the degree of acculturation

to outside values exhibited by its members. On the
other h#nd it has changed the structﬁre of native
communities and their resource utilization patterns
through the totality of responses ﬁade to new oppor-
tunities, even by those who have not physically moved
into the settlements. In its precontact state the
North was occupied by distinct communities existing
within well defined territorial boundaries (gg. Barth,
1969: 15-20). Though there were of course great
cultural similarities between these communities, the
versatility shown in the face of environmental
differences (Lantis, 1954) led to ethnographic dis~
tinctions between Eskimo groups which have been well
recognized, and between Eskimo and Indian groups these
distinctions were.even more profound. Though there

is some evidence for the existence of linkages through

1 .
precontact trade , the serial use of resources or

Though not common, trade did exist particularly

between groups emphasizing caribou and those

emphasizing sea mammals. For example, in Alaska

the inland nunamiut regularly traded with the coastal
tareumiut at a number of recognized points (Foote, 1965).
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territoryl and other forms of symbiosis, each
community in effect constituted a closed system.
(McMillan and Gonzalez, 1965; Chin, 1961). From a
geographical point of view, 'since social boundary
systems were coterminous with territeorial boundaries,
the North could well be conceived as a mosaic of regions
each made distinctive and internally homogeneous by
the fact that it was occupied by a group of people
pursuing a way of life discernibly different from
that of its neighbours. These differences were most
intense of course where they coincided with the ma jor
ethnic division between Indian and Eskimo,

As the influence of the settlement has ramified
outwards, it has resulted in the convergence of
behaviour towards common objectives, associated with
participation in the fﬁr trade primarily, but also

with religion, education and other instituionalized

This again was not common but did exist. Rasmussen
(1927) cites the example of the umingmaktormiut and
kiluhiktormiut using the same sealing grounds at
different times.
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forms of interaction with the outside culture. The
processes of convergence have taken place at the
individual level as native northerners have Shifted
their allegiance with.increasing frequency from the
traditional community to the settlement in more and
more spheres of activity. At the macro-structural
scale the result of this shifting allegiance has been
the incorporation of a set of closed systems into the
wider system defined by the world economy. From the
geographical viewpoint it has been the transformation

of a uniform into a functional regionalization

(Berry, 1968).

5. The Place, the People and the Time

1. The Place

The study is set in the physiographically complex
delta of the Mackenzie and Peel Rivers (Mackay, 1963)
known as the Mackenzie Delta. This flét, marshy
region laced with a complicated pattern of distri-

butaries occupies an area of about 4,700 square miles
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(;g;g.: 98) between the Richardson Mountains in the
west and the Caribou Hills in the east., The area
straddles the tree line and is thus close to the
tundra and coniferous forest biotic zones and to
areas traditionally occupied by Eskimo and Indian
people. This makes it particularly suitable for the
present study since it is one of the few parts of the
North where the two major ethnic groups have been in
contact and have both been drawn into the world
economic system, It is also suitable in that, due to
its greater accessibility to the south by way of the
Mackenzie River and Bering Sea routes, it has been
linked to this outside system for a much longer period
than many other parts of the North. Contacts have

in fact existed for one hundred and thirty years
between whites, Indians and Eskimos and have been
expressed during that time in complex, interdigit-
ating social and efological patterns from which has
emerged today's community of great ethnic and

cultural variety.
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2. The People

Though the evolution of this community will be
described in detail in the following chapters it may
be helpful at this stage toidentify the main ethnic
groups which have contributed to it if only to define
the terminology which will be used, This is a task
which is fraught with some difficulty since many terms
are either misleading or have cqme to have a perjorative
connotation.‘ In the former category, for example, the
term "Euro-Canadian" which the Honigmanns (1965) found
suitable in Frobisher Bay could obviously not be
applied to the stalwart Orkney men who came«with the
Hudson's Bay Company to %he Mackenzie Delta twenty-
seven years before the existence of Canada as a
political entity. On the other hand, the term
"white man" has overtones of racism though not in the
North where it is used as a neutral descriptive term,
in which sense it will also be used in the present
work, Similarly, the term "native" or "native
northerner”" will be also used in its non-derogatory

sense of the people born in the area or living in
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the area a sufficiently long time to regards it as
their permanent home (cf. Graburn, 1966). In the
early stages of course this can only refer to people
of Eskimo and Indian origin but in the Delta's later
history would include several of other ethnic groups.
In the present Delta Community the following
ethnic stocks are represented:
(i) The Kutchin (Osgood, 1934, 1936; McKennan, 1935;
Jenness, 1955: 399-404) are an Athapaskan people whose
territory had traditionally extended westwards from
the Mackenzie Delta to the central Yukon Valley in
Alaska, Of the eight or nine communities into which
they have been subdivided those which have played the
ma jor role in the history of the Mackenzie Delta have
been the Mackenzie Flats (Nakotcho) and Peel River
(Tetlit), though the Upper Porcupine (Tukkuth) and
Rat (Vunta) also traded into the early trading posts
associated with the Mackenzie Delta (Slobodin, 1962).
Most of the Indians of the Mackenzie Delta at the

present time however are of Peel River or Mackenzie
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Flats origin though they recognize kinship ties with
those on the other side of the Richardson Mountains
and visit t;e settlement of Old Crow to see relatives,
The early explorers of the Mackenzie River called the
Mackenzie Flats and Peel River Kutchin "Loucheux"

(louches yeux) (Hooper, 1853: 269) and this is the

name by which people of this group refer today both

to themselves and to their language. Technically
members of this group comprise all thoseszwho are
legally included in the termsof treaty and consequently
1isted on so~called band lists,

(ii) The Eskimo to be found today in the
Mackenzie Delta are of complex origin. Mackenzie
(1904) found evidence of Eskimo occupance in the lower
course of the river which now bears his name, but
Eskimos were not actually encountered here by white
men until Franklin (1828) and later Richardson (lSSL)
visited the area. The Mackenzie Eskimo of this period
were oriented towards the west and would be subdivided

on the basis of location into five distinct groups
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between Shingle Point and Cape Bathurst (Usher, 1970b);
Though some Eskimo people of the original stock are

to be found in the Tuktoyaktuk area few remain in the
Delta due to the effects of disastrous epidemics which
came in with the whalers at the turn of the century.
The majority of Eskimos living in the Delta at the
present time trace theif origin rathef to Alaskan
Eskimo than to Mackenzie Eskimo stock though prolonged
contact with whaling crews has resulted in a lérge
proportion of people with mixed blood. As with the
Loucheux however a technical definition of the term
Eskimo is possible, namely as any person legally
designated as such by the possession of a disc number
and the inclusion on a so-called disc 1list,

(iii) The "whites" of the Mackenzie Delta are
similarly of complex origins, though most would fall
into one of two major categories, The "old-timers"
are trappers who have lived in the area many years,
have married Indian or Esk;mo women and raised families

there. Their cultural orientations are somewhere
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between those of other whites and of many non-whites
with whom they have shared a consistent style of life
for many years. A much larger category of whites

today could be called "transients" though some who
have lived in the area for several years now, would no
doubt resent the title. Nonetheless members of this
group can be differentiated from the "old-timers" by
the fact that many of their cultural ties are still
with the"outside",l,a term which they would use with
greater frequency than members of other groups. Though
some no doubt have developed a strong commitment to

the North and have come to regard it as their permanent

home, there are also many who have a "time-serving"

1 The use of the term "outside®" is illuminating.

Though generally used more often by the transient
group than by others, it is having increasing currency
even among native northerners. It is used to

describe those areas of Canada and the rest of the
world beyond the North and for Mackenzie Delta
residents the "outside" begins at Edmonton.

Lotz (1970: 22-25) has an interesting discussion

of the implications of the term for the perception

of the North by its residents.
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attitude to residence there.

(iv) The last major groups consists of Metis,
or people of mixed blood. Though many people who
call themselves Eskimo or Indian fall into this
category it is generally applied only to thése who
are not legally recognized as such, that is; to non-~
treaty Indian and unlisted Eskimos (Slobodin, 1966: 5).
For many people however the term has an historical
connotation which recognizes descent from some of
the early white residents of the area rather than
from a more recent union and it is doubtful whether
the offspring of a recent white-Indian marriage, say,
would be referred to as a Metis. The people who would
be referred to as such fhemselves fall into a number
of subgroups including a few descendents of the
foriginal® Red River Metis, and those of local unions
between Indians and fur traders, Indians and missionaries,
and Eskimos and members of whaling crews. Since the
whaling crews }hemsglves were of diverse racial stocks

including Polynesian "kanakas" and negroes, the
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descendants of these unions are very miied racially.
In the following chapters the meaning attached
to the above terms will either be clear from the
context in which they appear or will be explicitly
defined.,
3. The Time
The period considered in the study terminates
with the last season of fieldwork, the summer of 1968,
In many respects this was a significant date since it
appeared that the area together with the rest of
northern Canada was on the threshold of even more
radical change. The Prudhoe Bay oil discovery was
announced earlier that year and stimulated a rush
to file drilling permits in the Mackenzie Delta

(Vancouver Sun, Aug. 19, 1968). The flurry of activity

which accompanied drilling at Tununuk in the northern
part of the Delta, at Tuktoyaktuk on the coast, and
at Eskimo Lakes, produced a feeling of business
optimism in Inuvik which resulted in local and out-

side entrepreneurs investing in increased facilities
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of many kinds. For the first time the settlement

was losing some of the aspect of a planned government
town and developing a more mixed economy. The degree
to which this change of direction would affect local
people would be hard to predict.

At the same time the findings of the Carrothers
Commission on the development of government in the
Northwest Territories (Canada, 1966) were begiqning
to have effects as the ferritorial Government assumed
a greater responsibility forthe administration of
the area. In Inuvik the results of this were to be
found in the growth of Territorial authority and the
appearance of civil servants with a Yellowknife rather
than an Ottawa orientation. Though these were in
1968 not widespread effects, they seemed to herald a
time of growing commitment to the North of people who
had come there from "outside" as permanent residents.
At the same time, there appeared to be a growing self-

awareness on the part of native people which was
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evidenced by the stirrings among some teenagers of
incipient "Red Power", It seemed to be a time when
new definitions would be given fo old ascriptions

and when change was evident on many fronts,
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CHAPTER I

THE EARLY FUR TRADE

l. Introduction

Though the Mackenzie Delta was first explored in
the late eighteenth century, trading establishments did
not enter the area until 1840, As in other parts of
the North, one contact agent was soon followed by others,
though in a different order than that which occurred in
the Bastern Arctic. In the Mackenzie Delta and
adjacent areas, the Hudson's Bay Company was followed
during the nineteenth century by missionaries of both
the Anglican and Roman Catholic faiths and by whalers
from the Pacific Coast ports of the United States. 1In
this chapter it will be argued that the impact of the
traders.was to channel the activities of the indigenous
people of the area through a number of contact points,
Though the location, function and relative importance

of these was to change from time to time, they were
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concentrated in the Mackenzie Delta and adjacent parts
of the Lower Peel Valley and Arctic Coast due to the
greater accessibility to the South enjoyed by these
areas,

Williamson (1969) has argued that the effect of the
fur trade in the North was to establish regional
identities associated with access routes to southern
Canada., This was undoubtedly the case in the Mackenzie
Delta where the Mackenzie River, and to a smaller extent,
the Bering Sea route, were early established as strong
lines of communication between the area and the
outside world. VWilliamson (ibid.) further contends
that in most places:

", ..there was a tendency towards the
circumscription of internal trade
orientation according to regular trading
habit. The trading posts were established
at accessible locations in close touch with
dialectal sub-groups where trading prospects
looked good. Though still nomadic within
their traditional range, the hunting
families tended to remain in the area of
the trading post with which their on-going
credit-debt relationships had been
developed. Thus the traditional
dialectal group tendency towards exclusive-
ness was to some extent reinforced."
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Though this was true in the case of early trade
with the Peel River Kutchin, the rapid involvement in
trade of other Kutchin groups and, more important, of
the coastal Eskimo, soon led to the breakdown of pre-
trade cultufal affiliations and ecological patterns,
and the appearance of new ones in which the Mackenzie
Delta featured as an important common territorial
component,

Contact in the Mackenzie Delta and adjacent areas
was not a simple bi-polar process as it was in other
parts of the North. Not only did southern institutions
have diverse and sometimes conflicting objectives which
interacted with each other in complicated ways, but
their clients did not exhibit a uniform culture.
Initially the major division between the Kutchin and
the Eskimo peoples was roughly coincident with the tree
line, but as time went on new groupings and cultural
affiliations emerged which were superimposed upon, and

sometimes cut across the larger ethnic systems, These
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were fostered by two factors principally. First, the
difficulty of maintaining a large number of trading posts
focussed activity on the few which existed and tended to
break down nomadic patterns which had previously been
very extensive into relatively distinct hinterlands

each centered upon a trading post. Second, the trading
activity itself was not adopted in a homogenous way and
resulted in distinctions arising between those who were

drawn into the fur trade to a greater or a lesser extent.

2. Exploration and the Fur Trade

The first trading post in the area was established
in 1840 on the lower reaches of the Peel River, at which
time the Mackenzie Delta was still peripheral to the
trading system which had encompassed most of British
North America. Historically, the fur trade had diffused
from the two centres of Hudson Bay and the St. Lawrence
Valley, the one through the agency of the Hudson's Bay

Company and the other through that of the loosely knit
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group of merchants known as the Northwest Cbmpany.

The strategy of the latter in encircling and cutting
off the sources of supply of its older-established
competitor, inevitably channeled its activities from
the head of Lake Superior across the height of land to
the Saskatchewan and the Athabasca drainage basin;.
The institution of the "wintering partner" (Innis,
1956: 242) allowed the Northwest Company to penetrate
deep into the interior of the country from where it
posed a constant threat to the Hudson's Bay Company.

It is against this backdrop of competition between
the two companies from 1787 until 1821, that the first
gxploratory penetration of the Mackenzie drainage basin
took place. As early as 1775 Joseph Frobisher, a
wintering partner of the Northwest Company, had met a
party of Indians on the Churchill River on their way to
trade with the Hudson's Bay Company at Fort Churchill,
and had persuaded them to trade with him instead
(Mackenzie, 1904: xxxiv). His success in this venture

persuaded other traders of the Saskatchewan River to
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tap the more northerly fur trade themselves, including
Peter Pond whose successful efforts in the winter of
1778-79 established the Northwest Company even more
‘ firmly in the area.

It was Pond's trading post at Fort Chipewyan in
fact that became the base for Mackenzie's journey to
the Arctic Ocean in 1789 which represented the first
contact of a white man with the Mackenzie Delta. The
journey was of more general significance in that it
opened up a new rich fur area and marked a turning point
in the struggle between the Northwest Company and the
Hudson's Bay Company (Stager, 1965), though in 1789
Mackenzie himself was far from sanguine about his dis-
covery. Hoping until the last minute that the river
would lead him to the Pacific Ocean, he recognized on
July 10th at Point Separation that it could only lead
to the Arctic Ocean and would therefore have but limited
commercial value., The fact that his journey of 1793
was successful in charting a route to the Pacific was

probably a factor in delaying the entry of the fur trade
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to the Lower Mackenzie area., In any case such a trade
would have placed a severe strain upon the transportation

technology of even the Northwest Company.

The Mackenzie Delta at the Time of First Contact

Mackenzie's description of the Delta provides the
baseline on which future change took place. It
established that the aréa below Point Separation, over
which Mackenzie travelled, was probably not important
for either the Indians or the Bskimos. Indeed the
attitude of Mackenzie's guides (Mackenzie, 1904: 254)
and the fact that he had no evidence of Eskimo occupance
suggested that the Upper Delta was a "No Man's Land"
which both avoided. As a partial explanation of this
situation, the image of the Eskimo as a fierce and
belligerent people was postulated, a fact which was to.
affect the future direction taken by both the fur ;rade
and by missionary activity. In the Lower Delta,
Mackenzie's observations, though partial, indicated
some signs of Eskimo occupance but these were not

extensive,
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Since Mackenzie did not in fact encounter Eskimos
on this journey his conclusions about them are based on
yhat he heard from his Indian guides and from the
exa;ination of a number of encampments (ibid.: 259).
Discussion regarding his route (Bredin, 1962; Stager,
1965) are relevant here only insofar as they throw light
upon the locations of encampments. The first one observed
by Mackenzie, Stager (1965) suggests, was thirty or more
miles downstream from the Oniak Channel on the Main
Channel, and its location seemed.to Mackenzie to be
determined by its suitability for fishing. He wrote in

his journal:

"They must have been here for a considerable
time, though it does not appear that they
have erected any huts. A great number of
poles, however, were seen fixed in the river,
to which they had attached their nets, and
there seemed to be an excellent fishery."
(Mackenzie, 1904: 259-62).

Later in the same day he landed a second time to
examine three huts which he again assumed were those of
Eskimdé;rénd once more there seemed to be evidence

that these relatively permanent structures marked a
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suitable fishing area, since what Mackenzie took to be
fish drying racks were present (ibid.: 260).

A third encampment was discovered at the south-east
tip of the island which marked the terminus of Mackenzie's
downstream journey, named Whale Island by him and
probably the Garry Island of modern maps (Bredin, 1962;
Mackay, 1963; Stager, 1965). This final encampment
was an older one consisting of five or six huts which
had evidently not been occupied for many years
(Mackenzie, 1904: 271). On the return journey up the
East Channel, neither Eskimos nor further encampments
were encountered even at Campbell River which marked
the terminus of a convenient portage from Eskimo Lakes
to the Delta (Mackay, 1963: 7; Stager, 1965). Thus,
although Mackenzie's expectations of encountering
Eskimos were not in fact met, his journey does.indicate
that the Delta was certainly occupied by Eskimos north
of the tree line, that encampments were relatively
nuimerous and relatively permanent and that they were

used exclusively or mainly as fishing camps. Mackenzie's
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expedition successfully mapped oﬁt the northern fur
fields and provided for a rapid increase of trade
(Innis, 1956:: 20).

In 1799, the massacre of Duncan Livingston's
expedition by a party of Eskimos at Arctic Red River
(Wentzel, 1832: 78-79) discouraged the extension of
trade to these people for almost half a century and
conditioned the views held by whites of them during that
time (Stager, 1967). Though the northern fur producing
areas appeared to be promising, the efforts of the
traders were directed towards more southern areas in
the decades following the explorations of Mackenzie
and Livingstons Consolidation of the fur trade in the
Mackenzie basin did occur and by 1821, the date of
amalgamation of the Hudson's Bay Company and the
Northwest Company, the potential of the Far North was
soon to be realised. In that year, W.F. Wentzel
remarked of the Lower Mackenzie: "From all parts of
the country that I have attempted to describe herein,

beaver and other peltries have been obtained while I
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was in Mackenzie's river, a convincing proof of how
worthy they are of notice in a commercial point of view,"

(PAC, MG 19, A2).

3. The Fur Trade and the Peel River Kutchin

The Establishment of Peel's River Post (Fort McPherson)

The fur trade finally penetrated the Mackenzie
Delta with the establishment in 1840 of Peel's River
Post. Peel's River had been known as a potential fur
producing area since its discovery by Franklin in 1827,
and attempts had been made to establish a post there.
For example, Peter Warren Dease had been instructed by
the Governor and Council of the Northern Department of
the Hudson's Bay Company to take the first steps towards
doing so as early as 1828 (Stewart, 1955: 167) and was
able to report in 1829 that the "lower squint eyes",
the only Indians occupying the Peel River drainage

area, were not able to trade consistently with the

existing post at Fort Good Hope since it was too far
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their hunting grounds. The Peel River Indians
in fact peripheral to the trading systems associated
both the Yukon and the Mackensie rivers, although

had slight contact with both., Franklin (1828)

reports for example that "mountain Indians" arrived at

Herschel Island at the same time as himself with articles

of Russian manufacture, and Thomas Simpson had also

seen

103).

Russian goods in the area in 1836 (Simpson, 1843:

In 1838, a more definite attempt was made to draw

the Indians towards the Mackenzie system when Sir George

Simpson wrote to Murdoch Macpherson, then in charge of

the Mackenzie District:

"For some time past I have been of the opinion

that a new post might with every prospect of
advantage be established on Peel's River and

I shall be glad if you will turn your attention
to that object. It might not be safe to ascend
the Mackenzie so as to mount Peel's River from
its outlet as by that route we should come into
collision with the large bodies of Esquimaux
that usually encamp at the outlets of those
rivers during the summer, but from the general
character of the country which is so much
intersected by streams and lakes, that a water
communication intercepted by occasional
portages, may be had in almost any direction."
(cited by Stewart, 1955% 169).
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In 1839, Peter Warren Dease and Thomas Simpson
 exp1ored Peel's River and reported an abundance of

fur, and the following year the post was established
by John Bell and Andrew Isbister as the first to be
established exclusively for trade with the Indians of
this area. \That these Indians, the Kutchin, eagerly
awaited the arrival of the traders is further evidence
suggesting a prior contact with trade goods. Not only
was the trading party met by an escort on the Mackenzie,
but a small group awaited its arrival on the Peel

(HBC, B/157/a/1). Although the first trading encounter
was disappointing from the Company's point of view,
"consisting principally of badly dressed leather and
musquash" (ibid.), the Indians of the Rat River gave
assurance of having caches of fine fur in the mountains
which they would bring in later visits.

Indians Trading at the Fort

Of the distinct Kutchin groups generally recognized

and named in the Introduction to this study, trade was
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first established only with those of the Mackenzie
Flats (Nakotcho) and the Peel River (Tetlit). The
"Rat Indians" who visited the fort also at an early
stage were probably not the Vunta but rather Tukkuth
Kutéhin from the qucupine River. Also in the fall of
1840 it was recorded that there arrived atlthe fort

"a strange Indian who inhabits the mountains beyond
the source of the Peel" who was given a gratuity iﬂ
return for the promise that he would bring back his
relatives the following year (HBC, B/157/a/l). Later
extension of the trade involvgd other Kutchin groups
which led Osgood (193;) to distinguish a total of six
on the basis of trade. These were: (i) the Peel
.River (Tetlit) occupying the Peel Plateau and southern
Richardson Mountains; (ii) the Mackenzie Flats Kutchin
(Nakotcho) occupying the Upper Mackenzie Delta;

(iii) the Upper Porcupine Kutchin (Tukkuth) including
more recently those of Old Crow Flats and of the Rat
and Bell Rivers; (iv) the Tutchone Kutchin of the

Ogilvie Range and southern Eagle Plains; (v) the 01d
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Crow River Kutchin; and (vi) the Yukon Flats and
Chandelar River Kutchin (Fig. 1-1).

Soon aftef the fort had been established on a
low bank some one and one-half miles above the present
site of Fort McPherson, which from the beginning was
recognized as being subject to flooding (HBC, B/157/a/1),
the Company's traders saw little of their indigenous
clients until the following spring. Bell heard
rumours that the majority had returned to their winter
hunting ground in the mountains at the headwaters of
the Peel, but apart from a few starving and destitute
families who arrived at the fort just before Christmas,
he had no direct contact., "Not a single Loucheux have
I seen during the whole winter," he wrote in his
journal, "except the starving families that were here
on the 23rd." (HBC, B/157/a/1).

Early Attempts to Extend the Line of Forts

One of the results of the poor contact with the

local Kutchin was that the fort ran seriously short

of food. This was in fact to be a recurrent problem



kS
= By

A7 -

7 ~ -

& RAT RIVER \\i/g

" (VUNTA)

»JZI{

Y |
Fig. 11
THE LOWER
MACKENZIE
INDIGENOUS
PEOPLES

{7 ] Land over 2000'

Miles

| com———

0 To20 40

\
Peel River

LS



58

in the winters to come and one which caused hardship

as well as anxiety. It was also a factor ;n the
eventual spread of the fur trade system across the
mountains in the establishment of satellite posts
closer to the sources of meat. Only three years after
the setting up of Peel's River Post, Bell made the
first attempt to determine the possibility of opening
a post on the western side of the mountains, where it
was by this time clear that the Kutchin spent their
winters in a relative abundance of game., After the
first of his journeys across the mountains Bell con-
cluded that:

"An establishment at the place in the midst
of an extensive country rich in Beaver and
large animals would no doubt be a wvaluable
acquisition, but in my opinion it is
altogether impossible to succeed in
establishing it from this place (Peel
River) owing to the difficulty of trans-
porting the necessary goods for carrying
on the trade through a long chain of high
and rough mountains utterly destitute of
wood, and frequently of water." (HBC,
B/157/a/1).

During the early years of the fort's life, these

attempts to find a suitable water route across the
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mountains continued, first by_Bell and later by Prudeau,
LLewis and Boucher. The conceptual jump of establishing
not a watef route like those of the entire summer
transportation network of the éompany, but a winter
land route had yet to be made. As Stefansson (1958: 192)
points out, until the eventual establishment of

La Pierre House,l no post had been set up which was

not supplied by boat in the summer months. Thus the
later expedition of Prudeau, Lewis and Boucher followed
the water route of the Rat River but was abandoned by
its guide and had to return (HBC, B/157/a/1). During
this time, however, trade with the more distant Indians
across the mountains was established via Peel River
middlement. For example, in 1843, Grand Blanc, the
leader of the "musqguash Indiams"2 was advanced one
hundred *"Made Beaver", chiefly in beads, ammunition,

and tobacco for the purpose of trading with these

more distant groups. Trade through middlemen was very

irregular and unreliable however.

1 Also Lapierre House and Lapierre's House.
From the context of references to this group they
were probably Tukkuth-Kutchin of the 01d Crow Flats,
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With the settihg up of La Pierre House in 1845,
Bell was able to continue across the portage in 1846
to intercept the Yukon drainage, and the following
year Alexander Murray followed the same route to
establish Fort Yukon at the junction of the Yukon and
the Porcupine Rivers (Stager, 1962). Through this
tenuous chain of forts supplied from Peel's River, the
Company attempted to control the hunting patterns of
Indians ranging over a territory extending from the
Upper Mackenzie Delta to the middle Yukon, not always
with success. Alexander Murray's Fort Yukon at the
end of the chain was of course.the most difficult to
supply with trade goods and although it was preferred
that the more distant posts would supply their food
from local sources, both Fort Yukon and La Pierre House
were forced to use their stores of pemmican when game
was inadequate (PAC, MG 19, A2). At the Peel's River
Post an attempt was made to keep cattle in the 1840's,
but this was abandoned after a bull calf had drowned in

the river, and the remaining two animals were taken
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over the mountains to La Pierre House,.

Difficulties of both supplying these more distant
posts, as well as shipping furs out, were immense,
Muskrat was refused at Fort Yukon with deleterious
effects on trade, and marten and fox had to be sent
out in 60~ to 84~ pound bales on Yukon sleds as far as
the Peel River, wherg they then had to be made up into
larger packs for transportation up the Mackenzie
(Innis, 1956: 298). According to Innis (ibid: 324):

"The complaints of A. H. Murray as to his
difficulties in competing with the Russians
at Fort Yukon further illustrate the
problem of control in distant areas.,
Requisitions for commodities in great
demand, such as guns and beads, could

be filled only after a long period of

time had elapsed ... Resort to questionable
methods of trade was essential,."

These problems resulted eventually in a retrench-
ment as the original Fort Yukon closed in 1869, its
successor on the British side of the border Rampart

House and La Pierre House in 1893,
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4, The Early Association of the Kutchin with

Fort McPherson and the Lower Peel

Of the three Kutchin groups who traded at Fort
McPherson as the Peel River Post was soon called in
its first decade, those from the Porcupine River
(Tukkuth) and the Mackenzie River (Nakotcho) seem to
have frequented the fort sooner than those from the
Peel River itself (Tetlit-Kutchin), As Slobodin
notes (1962: 21) the winter hunting grounds of the
latter were a long distance from the fort, and the
technology of both hunting and transportation pre-
cluded much summer travel. In addition, it took some
time for needs to be created which would make visits
to the fbrt essential since the commodities offered
in trade were few in quantity and, at least in the
early yeafs of trade, not immediately related to the
needs of thé people. Essentially they consisted of
decorative items such as beads, cloth items such as

blankets, and guns and tools (PAC, MG 19, D 12).
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Though some of these had an obvious appeal to the
reople the acceptance of others required a learning
process which took some time. The Hudson's Bay Company
generally did not favour trade in liquor (cf. Rich, 1960)
and even tobacco was notlimmediately accepted
(Slobodin, 1962: 22). Nonetheless, the early history
of the fort indicates that though the Peel River
Kutchin visited fairly infrequently, a pattern of
visitation emerged during the period from 1840 to 1870
which linked them more closely to the Lower Peel.
Their early association with the fur trade was supported
by the fact that at least some members of the band
visited the Lower Peel to fish and hunt muskrat even
before the fort was established and that this practice
continued during its early years.,

Though the home territory of the Peel River Kutchin
was undoubtedly in the mountains there is clear
evidence that some at least came downriver in canoes
after breakup, fished and hunted muskrat and rabbits

in the Lower Peel and returned upriver at freezeup.
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Thus, in May 1842, it was reported that a party of
"Peel's Indians from Fond du Lac" had camped about the
fort and later went off below to hunt muskrat
(HBC, B/157/1/a).l They returned briefly in June com-
plaining significantly, that the muskrat were not as
plentiful as in previous years, and then were not seen
again until they passed the fort on their way upriver
in November (ibid.). The same pattern was repeated
the following year, as John Bell noted that the Indian
had gone down to hunt muskrat "as they usuallydid"®
(ibid.). As a fur of relatively low value, muskrat
was not favoured by the trader, and by the end of the
decade, Augustus Peer recorded that the Indians haad
gone to the Lower Peel to hunt muskrat, though given
"no encouragement to do so." (PAC, MG 19, D 12). When
muskrat were refused at Fort Yukon the Rat Indians
travelled across to trade them at Fort M¢Pherson (ibid.).
The returns for the first three decades of the
fort's operation indicate that attempts to discourage

the hunting of muskrat might have resulted in smaller
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Table 1-1
Fur Returns for Fort McPherson, 1850, 1860 and 1870

Fur 1850 1860 1870
Bear 6 14 11
Beaver élbs castors) 12 60 50
Pelts) 362 959 550

Fox ‘(Blue) - 1 5
Cross) 35 _ 68 167

Red) 28 75 140

Silver) 12 23 b1

J White) - 193 176
Lynx 14 16 1
Marten 392 1,635 647
Mink 8 58 46
Muskrat 11,991 2,070 2,740
Wolf 2 - 1
Wolverine 1 - -
Otter 2 - 1

Source: HBC, B/157/d/1-24,

amounts of this species being taken into trade

(Table 1-1), The data however is suggestive only,
since the ammounts traded in intervening years were
not available. As more needs for trade goods were
created among the Kutchin (cf. Slobodin, 1962: 22) it
is likely that the low relative value of muskrat
eventually led to the Indians favouring the more

valuable beaver and marten., In 1848 the muskrat pelt
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was valued at about six pence, the beaver at nine pence
and the marten at about ten shillings (PAC, MG 19, D 12).
Besides drawing attention to the early importance of

the muskrat, the returns for Fort McPherson also throw
some doubt on the notion that it was ever a meat

post (Slobodin, 1962: 22; Bissett, 1967: 34), especially
in light of the fact that supplies of meat were never
assured. On the contrary, it seems that>though the
Kutchin visited the fort infrequently and almost

always in the spring and late fall, when they did so
they traded vigorously and in the more valuable fur
species.,

The exact numbers of Indians visiting the fort in
its first decade are not known though the detailed
nature of the journals kept at this time reveals a
fairly accurate picture of when visits occurred and
the probable origin of the visitors in each case
(Tables 1-2 and 1-3). The distinction was usually
made between the "Rat Indians" (Tukkuth-Kutchin),

"Mackenzie Indians" (Nakotcho-Kutchin), and those



Table 1-2

Recorded Indian Visits to Fort McPherson, 1840-1851

Datel Reference to a Visit Source Inferred Group,
June 15, 1840 "A party of Loucheux" B 157/a/1 Mackenzie (M)~
July 26 "a party of Rat Indians" " Rat (R)3
Sept. 18 "some Indians from the upper part of the

river" w Peel (P)h
Sept. 30 "Indians from Liard's Lake" " (?)
Oct. 5 "three Indians from Red River" " M
Oct. 19 "ten men and boys of the Rat Indians" " R
Oct. 30 "Loucheux from the Red River" " M
Nov. 9 "two Loucheux from Fond du Lac" n P
Mar. 12, 1841 "three Loucheux from the camp of the Rat

Indians across the mountain® R
Mar. 18 "small party from the Red River" M
Mar. 27 "Loucheux from across the mountains"® R (?)
Mar. 31 "a party of Loucheux" " (2)
Apr. 1 "two Loucheux from Mackenzie's River" " M

Break in Record

Apr. 15, 1842 "Indians from Mackenzie's River" n M
May 1 "gix families from across the mountains" " R
May 20 "Peel's Indians from Fond du Lac" " P
June 1% "Indians from Upper Peel" " P
June 11 "Indians arrived" " (?)
June 13% *"Indian meturned from mouth of Peel" " P

L9



Table 1-2 (continued)

Date Reference to a Visit Source Inferred Group
Nov. 12 "Indians from below" B 157/a/1 P (?)
Nov. 15 "some Mackenzie River Indians" " M
May 15,% 1843 "Chief's brother" n P
June 6% "Indians...gone down to hunt rats" " P (?)
June 26 *Musquash Indians...from across the
mountains" " R
Nov. 16% *"Indians who have been below returned" " P (?)

Break in Record

Oct. 16, 1847 "Small parties of families" MG 19, D 12 (?)
Oct. 17 "two Indians" n (7)
Oct. 22 " 'Bear Hunter' from Lapierre House" " R (?)
Oct. 26 " 'Letter Carrier' from his Youcon

quarters" " R (?)
Nov, 2 "Fond du Lac Indians in" n P
Nov. 11 "party of Indians from Mackenzie

River" " M
Nov. 16 "two of Grand Blanc's brothers" " R
Apr. 27, 1848 "a party of starving Indians" " (?)
May 4 "ten Peel Indians" " P
June 2% "brigade of 19 canoces" " P
June 29% "few Indians from Mackenzie's River" " M
July 11 "nine Rat Indians" " R
July 25 "party from Fond du Lac" " 4
July 30 "twenty-two Rat Indians" " R
Jan. 9, 1849 "large party of Peel River Indians" " P
Apr. 24 "some Indians from Mackenzie River" " M
Apr. 25 "Rat Indians" R
May 15 "three Fond du Lac men" " P
May 20% "band of Loucheux" " P (?)




Table 1

-2 (continued)

Date Reference to a Visit Source Inferred Group
June 2% "Fond du Lac Indians in 24 canoes" MG 19, D 12 P
June 16 *Indians from above including one of
the Gens du Roche" " P

July 5 "Grand Blanc with some of his men" " R
July 6% "Rat Indians" " R
June 22, 1850 "two Mackenzie River Indians" " M
June 26 "Indians from across the mountains" " R
Nov., 9 "twenty Fond du Lac Indians" " P
May 7,% 1851 "several Indians n P (?)
May 8 "several Mackenzie River Indians" " M
June 3* "almost all Indians off to hunt rats" " (?)
July 4 "party of Indians from Mackenzie River" " M
Dec. 19 "ten Indians with marten" " (?)

1 An asterisk indicates a reference to muskrat hunting.

2 The Nakotcho of Osgood (1932).

3 Either the Tukkuth (0sgood, 1932) or the Vunta (McClellan, 1950).

4

The Tetlit of Osgood (1932).

69
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Table 1-3
Indian Visits to Fort McPherson, 1840-1850

Date Band Date BRand
P R M 0 P R M 0

1840 1847

%* 3% %
* % ¥* *

1848

*
*

%* %

1841

*

1849
1842

% %
¥* %
* %

-y

1843
1850

DZ200PUGERPr RO Z0OUP QG rIrp RO Zonp e
*
*

ZONUPUUEZPEZHUUZONP CUEZPEIQUZONP WO ERPET DGO ZO
*
%

%*

An asterisk indicates a recorded Indian visit
(P=Peel River Kutchin, R=Rat Indians, M=Mackenzie
Indians, O=Not known)
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from the Upper Peel (The Peel River Kutchin, or Tetlit
Kutchin). The latter were also éalled the Fond du Lac
Indians from a point up the Peel River, the exact
location of which can no longer be identified (Slobodin,
1962: 17). Visits from members of all three groups
were fairly common though the Peel River Kutchin more
frequently appeared in lérge groups especially in the
spring. There are practically no records of members

of any group visiting the fort between December and
February, the one major exqeption being in January 1849
when a large party of Peel River Kutchin camped there
(PAC, MG 19, D 12), July and August were also times
when visits were fairly infrequent for the reason noted
above.

After 1850 the trade had become stabilized to the
extent that, apart from losses due to epidemics, the
number of people trading at Fort McPherson and La Pierre
House remained constant at about one hundred (Table 1-4).
The forts lost the precariousness they had suffered

during the 1840's due to lack of meat and with the
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Table 1-4

Indians' Debtslat Fort McPherson and La Pierre House,

1851-1870

Year Peel Mackenzie Rat Total Source

1851 93 PAC, MG 19, D 12
1854 38 54 21 113 B 157/4/6/29
1855 104 B 157/d4/7/28-29
1857 117 B 157/4/8/14
1859 112 B 157/4/10/11
1862 75 35 110 B 157/d4/13/12
1863 99 B 157/d/14/21
1864 112 B 157/4/15/7
1865 552 B 157/d/18/20
1868 75 B 157/d/28-29
1869 953 B 157/d4/23/9
1870 97 B 157/4/24/19

1

The debt system was used from the beginning on the
Peel River.Indian hunteérs were encouraged to
establish a debt to the Company by accepting

goods against the next season's furs traded.

In this way they were constantly obligated to

the fur trade company. It was a system which
worked to the advantage of both parties until

the proliferation of trading companies led to

its abuse. '

Sixteen Mackenzie River Kutchin traded at Fort
Anderson but returned to the Peel River when
Fort Anderson closed in 1866. The numbers also
fell in this year due to the death of 29 people
of scarlet fever,

In addition, seven Eskimos were listed, the first
record of Eskimo debts at Fort McPherson.
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additions of the Eskimo trade to that of the Peel,
Mackenzie and Rat Kutchin the continuity of trade was
assured. As the hostility between the Kutchin and
Eskimos also decreased, a further inhibition was

removed for both peoples to trade on the Peel River,

5. The Extension of the Fur Trade to the Eskimos

The first contacts made with the Eskimos were
probably through Kutchin middlemen. As early as 1847,
Grand Blanc, identified as the leader of'the Rat
Indians undertook to barter furs with the Eskimos
(PAC, MG 19, D 12), though in fact his agreement to
come into the fort the following spring was broken
(ibid.) and thus it is not known whether trading con-
tact was made at this time. In 1849, contact was made
by a Mackenzie River Kutchin with a party of six
Eskimos camping at what is recorded as their "usual
rendezvous" on the other side of the Mackenzie River
from the mouth of the Peel. Though the Eskimos were

not considered to be as unfriendly with the Mackenzie
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River Kutchin (Nakotcho) as with those of the Peel
River, conversations took place "out of arrow range"
and the Eskimos expressed the view that the white

/
trader had given arms to the Kutchin to kill them.
The attitude of the Hudson's Bay Company factor is
interesting since though prepared to reason with them
he also recorded in his journal, "... if I find them‘
inclined to be civil, well and good, but if on the
contrary they should be inclined to mischief, I shall
think it proper and fit to fire on them." (ibid.).

In the following year in fact some Kutchin
accompanied by two Company employees traded with a
group of Eskimos at Point Separation but soon fell to
blows and then to shootingkwith the result that four
Eskimos were killed. Thus the initial contacts made
with the Eskimos were not propitious and the following
spring it was recorded that no encounters were made
with them (ibid.). Later in the year however some

Indians were sent to look for Eskimos and returned

with the report that they had discovered a party of
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seven in the foothills of the Richardson Mountains and
that their reception had been friendly. When Peers
himself set off to find them, however, he found only
their abandoned "curiously constructed houses", but
expressed the view that he was "anxious to see these
people and endeavour to establish peace between them
and the Indians." (ibid.)

In Peer's eyes the reconciliation of the Eskimos
and Indians was essential for the continued survival of
the. fur trade in the area for hostility between the
two people was undoubtedly discouraging both from
visiting the fort. According to Richardson's (1851: 215)
account: "It is probable ... that the Eskimos had a
purpose of opening a trade directly with the white
people; but this, being so obviously contrary to the
interests of the Kutchin, was likely to meet with all
the opposition they could offer, and hence their firing
on the Eskimos without parley."

The first direct contact between whites and Eskimos

was made in 1851 on two separate occasions and on the
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Eskimos' own initiative., The first was at La Pierre
House, where four Eskimos brought four fox skins to
trade - a small offering, but as Peers remarked,
"everything must have a begiﬁning." (pPAC, MG 19, D 12).
The second was made later in the summer when a group of
Eskimos visited the Peel River post and were reported
to be "much taken up with everything" since this was
the first time they had seen white mens' houses, This
meeting was not altogether an auspicious one since they
stole a small boat before departing (ibid.).

These early contacts resulted in the Hudson's Bay
Company adopting a more positiye attitude towards the
development of the Eskimo trade which included the
issuing of a number of directives dealing with such
matters as the special treatment to be given to
Eskimos, the preparation of furs and the promotion.of
good relations with the Indians (Stager, 1967). This
policy resulted in more Eskimos being drawn in to
trade at Fort McPherson and eventually to the establish-

ment of Fort Anderson exclusively for the Eskimo trade
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betweén 1861 and 1866 (Stager, 1967). This latter
development was greeted by the Eskimos with enthusiasm
and it was reported that: "They are exceedingly well
pleased at having a fort established for them at this
place, and they waid they would do wonders in the way
of hunting furs and that they would bring us the whole."
(HBC, B/6/a/1: 4). Though the post probably intercepted
the indirect trade which the Eskimos had with Russian
traders, and also reduced the middleman's role of the
Kutchin, it was not a success., It was intended that
returns from Fort Anderson would go out via the Beaufort
Bea and the Mackenzie Delta and that, consequently,
contact would be made each season with all Eskimos
living in the area (HBC 6/a/l1: 3). Fort Anderson was
not well located to focus the entire Eskimo trade of

the area, however, and the Mackenzie Eskimos, who
remained aloof from those of the Anderson River, con-

tinued to trade at Fort McPherson (Stager, 1967).
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6. Conclusions

During the first thirty years of the fur trade in
the Mackenzie Delta area contact had been made with a
number of Kutchig groups and, less extensively, with
the Eskimos. During this time three spatial patterns
of trade had pre#ailed roughly in sequence. These
weres
(i) Trade based upon one central post (Peel's River)
eithér directly with the nearer groups, or
indirectly, through middlemen, with those
farther away,
(ii) Trade through the satellite posts of La Pierre
House and Fort Yukon in Kutchin territory to
the west, and Fort Anderson to the east.
(iii) fTrade based upon one central post again, but
in which the role of the middleman had
disappeared and all client hunters traded
in person,

In the first stage the middlemen (like Grand Blanc)

evidently strove to maintain their profitable role
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against some odds. The more distant Indians with whom
they conducted trade evidently learned soon that the
white man's goods could be obtained more cheaply at

the thte man's trading ﬁost. By the same token it

was evidently in the company's interests also to have
direct contacts rather than through middlemen,.since

it enabled more control to be exercized over the species
offered in trade. The attempt to establish direct
control through satellite posts was not successful
however either because the posts were difficult to
supply with the Company's existing transportation
technology (for example, Fort Yukon), or because they
were ﬁot in easy locations for indigenous people to
visit (like Fort Anderson). However, the experiment
with satellite posts accustomed a great number of
Indian and Eskimo people to trade goods which could
only be obtained relatively cheaply, once the satellite
posts collapsed, by visiting the original mother post
on the Peel River.

Thus the collapse of the satellite posts
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encouraged a much greater number of both Indians and
Eskimos to visit the Peel River than had done so before,
and thus increased the nodal function of the Peel
River Post over a wide area., The major exception to
this was the case of the Kutchin who found themselves
on the U.S. side of the Alaska boundary in 1867 and
thus within the purview of the more accessible American
traders. Even among these ,however, loyalty to the
Hudson's Bay Company was strong enough to draw them to
the Peel River Post from time to time.

The effect of thg concentration upon the Lower
Peel River increased the importance of the Mackenzie
Delta. Though there is good evidence that the upper
part of the Delta was occupied in the spring by at
least some of the Kutchin, it is clear that the visits
to the fort reinforced its importance. Though muskrat
pelts were not welcomed by the traders the propensity
to go down into the Delta for spring "ratting" increased
in this period.among the Kutchin. Similarly, the

Eskimos who came up to the fort to trade were also
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perforce drawn more closely into the Delta. What this
amounted to in simple terms was the expansion of the
area of territorial overlap of both peoples in the
Upper Delta in the spring so that this area became
much less a "No Man's Land" than in Mackenzie's time.
To return to the hypothesis of Williamson (1969)
mentioned at the beginning of this chapter, it seems
clear that though the fur trade had not yet established
a strong regional identity in the Mackenzie Delta it
had started a tendency in that direction. The ecological
niche shared by the Kutchin and the Eskimo had widened
though the contac#s between them were still fraught
with hostility. Unlike some other northern trading
posts, that on the Peel River had drawn several
dialectal sub~groups into its sphere for reasons that
have been outlined above., Consequently far from
reinforcing the tendencies towards exclusiveness, as
Williamson (ibid.) has suggested, it tended to break
them down.and to initiate some small degree of con-

vergence. This convergence was to be increased when
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other agents of contact widened the areas of common

interest.
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CHAPTER II

MISSIONARIES, WHALERS, STAMPEDERS AND POLICE

l. Introduction

As in other parts of the North, the trading
company oééned the way for other agents of contact,
particularly missionaries of both the Anglican and the
Roman Catholic faiths, The fact that the Mackenzie
Delta was more accessible than many other parts of the
North both via the Mackenzie River and the Bering Sea
route, opened it also to other éources of influence,
While the interior of Alaska was attracting the attention
of mineral prospectors, whaling ships were edging
along the north coast in search of Bowhead whale and
were to reach tﬁe vigdinity of the Mackenzie Delta in
the late 1880's. The famous gold strike in the
Klondike increased the interest in prospecting and

many of the stampeders to the gold fields followed the
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arduous but now well established route down the
Mackenzie and then across the Rat~Bell Portage to the
Yukon. Both whaling and the Gold Rush focussed the
attention of the Canadian Government on the Northwést
and resulted in the appearance in the Yukon and the
Arctic Coast of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police.

The intensification of contact with the outside
culture and economy had a number of effects upon the
Mackenzie Delta. The activity of the missionaries at
first tended to furthef the processes of cultural
convergence started by the fur trade. As prosely-
tization increased both Indian and Eskimo people
visited the mission post established at Fort McPherson_
with greater frequency. Rather than reinforcing this
process, the Gold Rush and the whaling boom initiated
some divergence. The Peel River Kutchin were attracted
temporarily towards the Yukon side of the Richardson
Mountain divide by the activity on the Klondike. At

the same time, Eskimo visits to the Lower Peel became
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less frequent as they drifted towards Herschel Island
where the whalers established their winter quarters.

In the long term view both events in fact increased

the possibilities for convergence when Kutchin and
Eskimo came ipto close contact again in the Delta,
Residence in the Yukon broke down some of the cohesive-
ness of the Kutchin and made their closer involvement
in trapping more possible., The decimation of the
original Mackenzie Eskimos by disease allowed a wa&e

of more acculturated Alaskan Eskimos to enter the Delta,
and these were also more readily absorbed into the

trapping economy.

2, The Coming of the Missionaries

Missionary activity began in the area in 1860
and as in other parts of the North was strongly
dependent upon the transportation network developed by
the Hudson's Bay Company; a fact which was recognized

by traders and missionaries alike. of the bishop of
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the Athabasca<Mackenzie Vicariate, Douchaussois noted
(1937: 9): "Without the good graces of the Comapany he
will be helpless: he will not be able to procure for
himself even the necessaries of life."

Generally the attitude of the traders towards the
missionaries was not encoufaging, though some slight
preference was often given by the Presbyterian Company
factors to the Anglican over the Catholic missionaries,
As late as 1876, however, Chief Commissioner Grahame
wrote to Hardisty: "Should any boat arrive at Portage
La Loche not employed by the Companyj; but carrying
passengers, priests, missionaries or freight intended
for McKenzie's River, you will decline furnishing
transportation for them beyond that point or assistance
in any way whatsocever." (Innis, 19563 371).

Generally the Company officials regarded religion
as a distraction from trapping and a factor which
caused the Indians to congregate around the forts when

there was no good economic reason for them to do so.



87

Thus missionary activity was often carried out in face
of an uncooperative attitude on the part of the trading
company. Similarly}. the attitude of the two ma jor
mission groups to each other wés one of outright
hostility, for the missionaries were of different
nationality and language as well as of a different
religious tradition. Protestant mission activity was
directed by the Church Missionary So;iety with its
headguarters in London, and Catholic by the Oblate
Fathers from their mother house in Belgium. Thus there
was little common ground between the missionaries in
the fiéld or between the missionaries and the Company.
Anglican interest in the area began in 1857 when
Rev, James Hunter prepared to visié trading posts down
the Mackenzie River as far as the Arctic Coast the
following year in an attempt to "outflank" the Catholic
missionaries who, it was noted, would be "driven into

the sea" if they attempted to go beyond Fort Simpson

(cMs, c.1/0, Nov. 4, 1857). He was encouraged in the
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effort by the fact that, "all the gentlemen of the
District with one exception are Protestants and the
majority of the men, and they afe all anxious, and eve n
zealous for the establishment of Protestant missions
throughout the District."™ As a consequence, this was
considered to be the "most promising field for mission-
ary activity in the whole of the country." (CMS, ci1/0,
July 31, 1858).

In fact the attitude of the Company was rather
ambivalent and Sir George Simpson, though assuring
that assistance would be given to Hunter, was con-
cerned that mission posts should not be expected to
depend upon the trading posts, "As it is proposed to
have schools and collect the Indians about the mission,"
he noted in a letter to Bernard Ross, the Chief Trader
at Norway House, "I further informed the Bishop that
we should positively object to its being placed (at)
Forf Simpson or any of the Company's posts, and
recommended that a site shou;d be selected in the

vicinity of some good fishery." (CMS, c.1/0, June, 1858).

'
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At the same time as rather grudging assistance
was being given to the Ahglican missionaries, it was
not being denied to those of the aiternative persuasionnm
so that the same brigade which took Hunter north, also
carried four priests and a friar "with full permission
from the authorities to go all through establishing
-missions and to remain to carry them on;" (CMS, C.l/M,
June 10, 1858). The result was the rather unseemly
race down the Mackenzie which culminated in both
mission groups reaching Fort McPherson at about the
same time. Af points along the river mass baptisms
were carried on by Anglicans and Catholics alike with
an effect that can hardly have been lasting. "No
possible good can result to the benighted heathen of
these regions," recorded a Company tradef, "by a
system of proselytization being carried out between
the two sects, indeed positive injury may result from
it." (CMs, C.1/0, Aug. 23, 1858),

Fr. Grollier arrived at Fort McPherson in September,
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1860 and baptized a number of Indians and aiso some
Eskimos who were gathered there. Though he is variously
reported to have reconciled the two peoples (Douchaussois,
1937: 291; Morice, 1910: 332; Lécuyer, n.d.), this
seems uniikely in view of the short time he spent at
the fort, the few Eskimos with whom he made contact and
the fact that hostilities between the two peoples
continued well after his visit., To this time, however,
many Catholic Kutchin give credit to the priests for
bringing peace to the area, just as many Anglican
Kutchin give credit to the ministers (Slobodin, 1962:25).
It seems more likely that when easier relations were
established between the two peoples it was the result
of their both being draﬁn togéther by the fur trade
rather than to the efforts of either of the proselytizing
sects.

In the summer of 1861, Fr. Grollier returned to
Fort McPherson overtaking the Anglican missionary,
Rev., W.W. Kirkby at Fort Norman, but was prevented from

staying long by a severe attack of asthma (Lécuyer, n.d.).
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The results of this fairly trivial occurrence may have
been quite profound, for Grollier's infirmity led to
this particular area being abandoned to the Anglicans,
who through the agency of Rev, Robert MacDonald, made
Fort McPherson an important centre for Indians through-
out the Upper Peel and the Yukon. Kirkby's reception
was a favourable one and he was greeted by the Protestant
Hudson's Bay Company people and by about 140 Indians
and 37 Eskimos, some of whom he had encountered at Point
Separation on the journey (cMs, €.1/0, June 17, 1861).
The subsequent failure of Fr. Seguin to_make converts
in the Yukon in the face of a vigorous mission by the
Rev. Robert MacDonald discouraged the Oblates from
continuing in the area and though visits were paid to
Fort McPherson in the springs of 1864, 1865 and 1866,
the Anglican faith was by this time too strongly
entrenched for a permanent Catholic mission to be
established there._

This was significant for a number of reasons,

The virtual abandonment of this area to the Anglicans
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placed the latter in a favourable position for the
eventual extension of mission activity to the Eskimos,
A major contributing factor to the relative streng;h
of the Anglican church was undoubtediy the persbnality
of the Revr Robert MacDonald whose missionary activity
out of Fort McPherson and into the Yukon gave the fort
a central aignificance for- Indians who ranged over a
wide area and brought them to the Lowe; Peel River for
religious festivals as well as for trade. The missipn
thus increased the fort's potential as a unifying force.
Finally, the exclusion of the Catholics from Fort
McPherson led to the establishmeﬁt of an alternative
mission at Arctic Red River, and the polarization of

the Kutchin of the Mackenzie Delta area along religious

lines which have persisted to the present time.

3. Missionary Activity Among the Eskimo and Kutchin

The effect of missionary activity was twofold.
Not only did it result in an increased pace of

acculturation among native peoples, but it strengthened
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the nodal functions of a number of points of contact
between both the Kutchin and the Eskimo and the
external world. While it had never been in the
interests of the trading company to teach their in-~
digenous clients to read and write, it was very much in
the interests of the missionaries to do so. MacDonald's‘
translation of the Tukkuth language and Petitot's éf
the dialect of the Mackenzie Eskimos contributed
strongly to the degree to which both peoples were
opened to the influences of the outside world

(cf. Jenness, 1964: 15). At the same time, the
establishment of mission posts at the fur trade forts,
or indeed at completely new locations encouraged them
to gather for religious services at certain times of

the year, often with profound effects upon previously
established hunting patterns., For example, the
necessity for Christianized Kutchin to attend Christmas
services in Fort McPherson effectively reduced their
winter hunting grounds. The activities of the

missionaries also had the effect of replacing old
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patterns of leadership and social cohesion, as
catechists came somewhat to assume the role previously
occupied by shamans, sometimes in the same person
(Slobodin, 1962: 26).

Given the relative exclusiens of the Catholic
missionaries from the Lower Mackenzie and the Arctic
Coast, the Anglican missionaries had the strongest
influence, though Catholicism was dominant at other
points up the Mackenzie River. This applied parti-
cularly to mission work among the Eskimos with the
exception of that of Er. Emile Petitot whose influence
was very strong, though he was only with the Mackenzie
Eskimos for a short time. Petitot was however some-
what of a maverick in his own church and later mission
effort among the Eskimos was dominated by two
Anglican clergymen, Rev, (1ater Bishop) W.C. Bompas
and Rev. I.0. Stringer. In the Peel River area and in
fact throughout the Yukon drainage area, Rev. (later
Archdeacon) Robert Mac¢Donald stood head and shoulders

above other missionaries. In the south-eastern part of
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the Delta, Catholicism was re-established when the
mission was eventually abandoned officially at Fort
McPherson and opened at Arctic Red River. Because of
the separation of the two missionizing sects, and the
importance of the personalities of the missionaries,
missionary activity among the Eskimos and the Kutchin
may be dealt with separately after 1860. The year
1895 marks a convenient turning point for it saw both
the permanent establishment of an Anglican mission to
the Eskimos at Herschel Island and Kittigazuit, and
of a Catholic mission at Arctic Red River. Both
events occurred ﬁowever when other agents of accul-

turation were becoming more dominant than the church.

(a) The Eskimos (1860-1895)

Early missionary activity among the Eskimos was
discouraged by their reputation for hpstility £o the
white man. Thus on Hunter's first expedition down
the Mackenzie he considered that it would only have
been possible to have gone to the Arctic Coast with a

large armed party since the Eskimos he noted were
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"a very treacherous and bloodthirsty race and...
con?inually at war with the Loucheux." (CMS c.1/0,
Nov. 30, 1858). Kirkby's encounter with Eskimos at
Point Separation was fairly peaceful and he was
offered muktuk in return for tobacco. When demands
for more tobacco were not complied with by the missionary,
however, the Eskimos became more quarrelsome and he
was compelled to seek his escape (CMS C.1/0, June 15,
1861), At Fort McPherson, the few Eskimos present
attended divine service though not apparently with
much understanding. Kirkby noted however that they
were fond of singing and appeared to have a good ear
for music and, despite his difficulties at Point
Separation, he considered them a fine race of people
and probably superior to the Indians in intelligence
(cMs, ¢c.1/0, June 17, 1861).

In the early years of Rev. Robert MacDonald's
mission, contacts with the Eskimos increased mainly
due to the increasing frequency of their visits to

the fort. Christianity does not appear to have
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impinged on them as strongly at this stage as it did
on the Kutchin., One reason for this was the difficulty
of conversing with them, for though those who
frequented the fort spoke a fur trade "jargon" with
both whites and Indian, those from further afield
spoke only the Eskimo language (CMS c.1/0, May 31,
1866; Feb. 24, 1868). MacDonald was to become well
known for his Tukkuth lexicography, but he never fully
mastered the Eskimo tongue., Consequently, no strong
efforts were made to preselytize the Eskimo until the
arrival of Rev. W.C. (later Bishop) Bompas in 1870.
Bompas had early expressed the wish to carry out
mission work among the Eskimos (CMS, C.1/0, Jan. 7,
1870) and made a brief visit to the coast in 1871
during which he noted some salient characteristics of
their way of life at that time (CMS, C.1/0, 1871).
The annual visits to the fort had now become well
established and were incorporated into the yearly
cycle of most families. After the spring fishing and

the visit to Fort McPherson to trade, the Eskimos
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returned to the coast to hunt seal, some sea otter and
walrus, the meat of which they cached until the
following winter. Whales and caribou were also hunted
along the coast during the summer months and fish nets
were set on the rivers for whitefish, inconnu and
jackfish, while muskrat were taken by the Eskimos as
they passed through the Delta on their way to the
fort. Though fox and bear skins and some whale oil
were traded for tobacco, and iron pots and kettles, the
M;ckenzie Eskimos were by no means strongly dependent
upon trade at this time, though Bompas expressed the
fear that liquor from the United States traders in
Alaska might bring about the degeneration of the
Eskimos in the Delta area. There was sufficient
interest in trade by this time for. the Eskimos to want
a trading post established halfway between the Coast
and Fort McPherson, a wish which was not to be ful-
filled until the establishment of Aklavik half a
century later. Though Bompas' trip established the

first direct contact between the missionaries and the
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' Eskimos in the home territory of the latter, the effort
was not followed up and future contaéts continued to
take place mainly at Fort McPherson.

Bompas' early approach to the Eskimos was to bear
fruit when he achieved a position of authority and was
thus able to promote the mission to the Eskimos with
greater force., This was not to occar however for twenty
years. In 1881, as Bishop of Athabasca, he noted that
since the Eskimos were now friendly and several good
interpreters were available, the time was ripe for
appointing a missionary exclusively responsible for
works among them (CMS C.1/0, May 9, 1881). The
growing fears of American influence in the area
increased Bompas' desire to have a missionary in the
field but though the Canadian Government now offered
for the first time to pay one half of a teacher's
salary, the Church Missionary Society was not in a
position to make an appointment (CMS C.1/0, Oct. 8,
1880). Bompas'! attitude to mission work was that he

should provide a force for economic change in
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bettering the material conditions of indigenous
peoples. "If we could introduce schooling, or farming
or even a steamer on this magnificent river," he noted,
"it might elevate somewhat the character of the land
in respect to civilization." (CMS, C.1/0, Nov. 28,
1881).

An appointment was finally made in the person of
Rev. I.0. Stringer who first visited the coast in the
summer of 1892. When it was discovered that he was not
a trader he was not encouraged to stay by the Eskimos
and moved on to Herschel Island where American
whalers were already ha§ing an impact on the Eskimo
families gathered there (CMS C.1/0, Nov. 1, 1893).
Stringer was aided by the fact that ESkimos now
gathered in quite large numbers during the summer
either at traditional gathering places - one of which,
at the mouth of the Mackenzie, had a good sized log
meeting house which he used as a church - or increasing-
ly at whaling stations (CMS C.1/0, June 1894), At

Herschel Island in 1894, Stringer described the
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village of half underground huts built of poles
covered with sod and snow which now clustered close to
the ships and the presence of Eskimos from the west
who had never wvisited Fort McPherson. Radical change
was evidently underway and Stringer recorded with some
anxiety: "Influences are.bearing in, which will make
(missionary) work far more difficult in the years to
come ,.. I fully believe that a few years will see

the salvation or the ruin of the Eskimos." (CMS C.1/0,
June 1894).

In the following two years a permanent mission
was established among the Eskimos at Kittigazuit, where
a new building was erected, and at Herschel Island,
where one building was purchased and another put up
by the American Whaling Company at its own expense
(cMs C€.1/0, 1896). Though Herschel Island had been
desribed as "the world's last jumping-off place, where
no law existed and no writs ran" (Whitﬁaker, 1937: 235),
there is some evidence thaf the whalers ﬁelcomed the

missionaries as a civilizing force. By 1896 however
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the breakdown of the Eskimo social life which had
accompanied the coming of the whalers had reached
major proportions and fhe acculturative influence of
the missionaries was probably subordinate, at least
in its practical effects, to that of the whalers. Large
numbers of Eskimos now gathered at Herschel Island
during the summer, where they worked or hunted for
the whaling‘ships, while the winters were spent in
idleness (CMS C.1/0, Feb. 1 1897). Jenness (1964: 15)
suggests that the role of the missionary was to
"strengthen and restore their spiritual equilibrium,
which had been profoundly shaken when the world of
their ancestors crumbled under the impact of white
civilization." The missionaries made their strongest
contacts with the Eskimos of the Mackenzie Delta just

when that equilibrium was most disturbed.

(b) The Kutchin (1860-1895)

For some years after 1860, Anglicans and Catholics
continued to compete for the souls of the Kutchin.

Fr. Seguin continued to visit the Peel River area
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during the springsof 1863, 1864 and 1866 but without
being able to establish a permanent mission there due.
to the hold established by the Anglicans. This hold
was considerably strengthened when Rev., Robert
MacDonald arrived in the area in the fall of 1866

(cMs C.1/0, Sept. 11; f. Slobodin, 1962: 25).

MacDonald was remarkable in that he travelled widely
along the network of posts established by the Hudson's
Bay Company so that his influence was felt among the
Kutchin of the Lower Yukon. Though some attempts

were made by MacDonald to convert the Kutchin of the

Mackenzie River (Nugoochonjyet)lfrom Roman Gatholicism

(cMs ¢.1/0, Nov. 11, 1867), these did not meet with
success. Hence while religion tended to draw together
the Kutchin of the Peel and the Yukon Rivers, it
separated them from those of the Lower. Mackenzie and
Arctic Red Rivers. In 1868 this division was widened
when the Oblates established a small mission house
first at the mouth of the Arctic Red River (CMS C.1/M,

Oct. 28, 1868) and later at Tretchigwarat, six miles

The term is MacDonald's. These are the Nakotcho
mentioned earlier,
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downstream (L&cuyer, n.d.) to serve the Mackenzie.
River people. Religious scruples did not, however,
prevent Mackenzie River Catholics from passing through
Fort McPherson on their way to the mountains, and

even attending Anglican church services there (CMS
c.1/0, July 8, 1876).

Another source of concern to MacDonald was the
gradual encroachment of American traders in the west.
After the purchase of Alaska, United States trading
companies sent ships to the mouth of the Yukon River
with the intention of establishing trading posts along
the river (CMS C.1/M, Oct. 28, 1868).which might have
drawn the Kutchin further away from the influence not
only of the Hudson's Bay Company but also of the
missionaries., This concern was intensified when the
Hudson's Bay Company decided in 1869 to abandon Fort
Yukon since it was now believed to be on United States
Territory. The Church Missionary Society was given
possession of the fort undér the cdndition that the

Hudson's Bay Company could resume control should



105

surveys prove it to be in British Territory after all,
but the unfavourable reaction to the United States
traders Parrott and Co. and Hutchinson, Kohl and Co,
resulted in the Indians withdrawing to the east. When
the Hudson's Bay Company proposed setting up a new
post at the Rat (Porcupine) River on British (by this
time Canadian) territory the mission post was also
moved there.

MacDonald travelled widely through the Canadian
part of the Yukon during the 1870's, preaching and
holding school at La Pierre House, Rampart House and
Fort Yukon as well as at Fort McPherson. The fact that
he was partly of Cree descent, and soon after his
arrival married a Kutchin woman, increased his influence
with the Indians of this very large area. Thus, when
an attempt was made by Fr. Giroux to establish a
permanent Catholic mission at Fort McPherson in 1890
(Douchaussois, 1937: 334; Lécuyer, n.d.), it did not
meet with much success. In 1891 Frs. Grouard and.

Lefdbre joined the mission, the latter with the
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responsibility of ministering to the Eskimos, and‘in
the ﬁinters of 1892 and 1893, Giroux toured the camps
of the Peel River Kutchin in an attempt to gain converts
and to learn the Tukkuth language (Lécuyer, ndd.).
However, éntagonism between the Catholic missionaries
on the one hand and the Hudson's Bay Company factor
and Protéstant Kutchin on the other led to the abandon-
ment in 1895 of the Peel River Mission in favour of a
permanent mission at Arctic Red River (Henoch, 1961;
Lécuyer, n.d.).

The significance of this lies in the fact that
the Anglicans placed more emphasis on native catechists
than did the Catholics, so that with the departure of
the latter, the catechists came to fill an important
role among the Peel River Kutchin. According to
Slobodin (1962: 26): "All the catechists, with one
possible exception, were group leaders independently
and prior to their Church activity; that is, they were
men who, in social groups larger than the family but

smaller than the band gathering, were likely to direct
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economic or ceremonial activity."

The Anglican mission thus played quite a sig-
nificant role in confirming established patterns of
leadership among the Peel River Kutchin. More
important for the evolving spatial structure of the
area however was that the presence of two missions
brought about the appearance of two distinct nedal
centres, one for the eastern and one for the western
Kutchin., By 1876, when the mission house was rebuilt
and construction started on a church (CMS, C.1/0,
Feb. 4, 1878), Fort McPherson was clearly the main
centre for the Peel River Kutchin. Though Indians
still gathered at Rampart House and La Pierre House
(cMs,c.1/0, Jan 25, 1876), the religious festivals
attracted the largest numbers to Fort McPherson. In
addition, some children now remained at the fort to
attend school, 15 doing so in 1876 (CMS, C.1/0,
Sept. 27, 1876). 1In 1877, MacDonald's brother
Kenneth left the service of the Church Missionary

Society to become Hudson's Bay Company factor at
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Rampart House, and MacDonald himself suggested that

the large size of the district prevented him from
visiting all those in his charge and that unless
another missionary were appointed, it would be impossible
to cover the entire area (CMS, C.1/0, Feb. 4, 1878;

Feb. 6, 1879). His journeys to the Yukon did in fact
become less frequent after that time, and christianized
Kutchin increasingly came to the mission post. At
Arctic Red River.also, an established centre was
beginning to appear about the Roman €£atholic mission.
The Hudson's Bay Company had maintained a summer
fishery here for some time (cMs, c.1/0, Sept. 27, 1867),
and in 1902 established a trading outpost so that now
there was little reason for the eastern Kutchin to

visit Fort McPherson.

k. The Impact of the Gold Rush and of Whaling
In the latter part of the nineteenth century two
developments took place which led to a more active

interest on the part of the Canadian Government in
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the Western Arctic. These were the appearance of
American whaling ships along the Canadian section of
the Beaufort Sea coast, and the Yukon Gold Rush. The
former affected the coastal Eskimos most strongly

by introducing new diseases and new patterns of 1life,
while at the same time causing a fairly major immigra-
tion of Alaskan Eskimos, The latter affected the Red
River Kutchin in shifting the focus of attention from
Fort McPherson to the Klondike and by introducing new
forces of radical culture change which resulted in

the emergence of a sub-culture of Dawson City Kutchin.
As far as external influences were concerned, both

the Gold Rush and Whaling led to the appearance for
the first time inlthis area of direct agents of the
Federal Government in the form of officers of the
Royal Northwest (later, Royal Canadian) Mounted Police.

(a) The Gold Rush

During the Klondike Gold Rush of 1898-99 and
the years following, the Mackenzie River provided a

favoured though tough route to the gold fields. From
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Fort McPherson, prospectors travelled up into the

Wind and Rat Rivers until rapids impeded their further
progress by scow, At these points, ¢alled Wind City
and Destruction City respectively, they broke up their
scows and waited until freeze-up permitted easier

land travel across tﬁe mountains, The hardships
suffered were often intense and large numbers died

of scurvy and of exposure, though many succeeded in
making their way across to the Yukon with the aid of
guides from the Peel River Kutchin. During the winter
of 1898-99 it was estimated by one informant that as
many as 600 people camped at Fort McPherson and another
200 had smaller camps in the mountains. Such large
incursions of people from the south had an undoubted
effect upon the Kutchin with whom they came into
contact introducing them to a number of innovations
including, reputedly, money (Slobodin, 1962: 30),

The most important effect of the Gold Rush however

was to cause a shift in emphasis from Fort McPherson

to Dawson City which lasted three decades. Those
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Peel River Kutchin who accompanied the prospectors
as guides stayed on the other side of the mountains
to hunt, encouraged by the inflated prices to be
received for meat in Dawson City and by the possibi-
lities of picking up discarded gear from failed
miners. In time they were joined by other members
of the band until by 1901 most of the Peel River
Kutchin looked to Dawson City rather than to Fort
McPherson.

This change in orientation from the Peel to the
Yukon continued until about 1910 when the gold mining
industry was rationalized and Dawson City lost its
boom character. Its effects on the Peel River people
have been described in detail by Slobodin (1962:30-35),
in particular the emergence of the generation of
people he termed the "Dawson Boys" (Slobddin, 1963).
‘These consisted of men who worked in Dawson City for a
time and acquired there an urban sophistication which
remained with them even after they drifted back to

the Peel River, setting them apart from the less
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strongly acculturated younger generation born after
the refurn from the Yukon, In addition to new
attitudes they also brought back to the Peel River a
number of innovations, including breech-loading rifles
and canvas tents,

During the absence of the Peel River Kutchin, a
vacuum was created in the Upper Delta which was
reflected in greatly reduced trade for Fort McPherson
and the closing of Rampart House and La Pierre House
in 1893 (Stewart, 1955: 240). Though some attempt was
made by the Hudson's Bay Company factor John Firth to
stimulate trade with the Eskimos, the whaling ships on
the coast provided a strong inducement for them to
stay away from Fort McPherson. In 1902, a large party
of Eskimos did go up to Fort McPherson where many
contracted measles from Indians visiting from the
Dawson City side. The resulting epidemic on the coast
considerably reduced the pumber of the original
Mackenzie Eskimos particularly, and provided another

reason for Eskimo visits to the Peel River to become
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less frequent, In all, between 1905 and 1910 the
Upper Delta and the Lower Peel River were largely
deserted by the Eskimos and Peel River Kutchin alike,
The Catholic Mackenzie River Kutchins were less
affected by the Gold Rush since, after the abandonment
in 1893 of the mission at Fort McPherson in favour of
Arctic Red River, their orientation was now entirely
towards the east. Arctic Red River was however a base
for Catholic missionary work among the Eskimos, who
were visited by Fr. Giroux in 1899, and in towards
the gold fields for which Mgr. Grouard and Fr. Le Creff
departed in 1900 with two local guides (Lécuyer, n.d.).
The Arctic Red River people themselves were still
primarily occupied with hunting and trapping the
LLower Mackenzie and in 1901 a permanent trading post
was established by Hyslop and Nagle, a fact which
caused some consternation to the missionaries and the
Hudson's Bay Company factor alike (Lécuyer, n.d.),
and which confirmed the orientation of the Mackenzie

River people towards Arctic Red River.
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(b) wWhaling

Whaling had been active on the north Alaska coast
since the middle of the nineteenth century and directed
principally towards the Bowhead whale which provided
both whale o0il and baleen, As rising prices for such
products during the late 1880's encouraged a deeper
penetration of these waters, some ships wintered as
far east as Herschel Island. When the U.,S., revenue
cutter Thetis was sent there in 1889 to determine
the island's position with respect to the Canadian-U.S.
border, a number of whaling ships were already in the

vicinity including the Grampus and the Mary D. Hume at

Herschel Island itself (Stockton, 1890; cf. Currie,
1964: 2)., Continually rising prices especially for
baleen on the one hand and the suitability as a harbour
of Pauline Cove on the south side of the island on

the other hand, made this a favoured place for whalers
to gather during the 1890's, By 1893 the baleen from
a single whale was worth #8,000 to $10,000 and the oil

yield in addition $100 per ton (Foote, 1964), and no
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fewer than fifteen ships spent the winter on Herschel
island (cMs, C.1/0, June, 1894; Jenness, 1964: 13).
In all, 170 ships are estimated to have wintered east
of Point Barrow between the years 1889 and 1914
(Foote, 1964), with considerable effect upon the
indigenous population,

The most important of these was the depletion of
the population by diseases to which the Mackenzie
Eskimos had very weak immunity. The worst ravage of
diseases imported by the whalers had been felt in Alaska
between 1850 and 1885, during which time the Eskimo
population of the north coast had been halved (Foote,
1964), and these effects were continued in the Canadian
part of the coast after 1889, In addition, the measles
epidemic brought in from the Yukon also took a heavy
toll among the Mackenzie Eskimos and created a vacuum
which was filled by an increasing number of Alaskan
immigrants. According to Usher's (197@& estimates,
the total native population between Demarfation Point

and Baillie Island was over 350, of whom 250 were
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Mackenzie Eskimos (called "Kogmollicks") and 100
Alaskan immigrants. While the Mackenzie Eskimos
remained along the coast the Alaskans drifted into
the Delta to take up trapping.

Of almost equal importance to changes in demography
were those which were induced in eéological patterns
and nodes of life. Uninterested at first in trading
with the Eskimos, the whalers were eventually compelled
to do so by the practice of wintering in the Arctic
which made them dependent upon Eskimo hunters for
meat. The commodities offered in trade were not only
cheaper than those available from the fur traders but
of much greater variety. Firearms were first offered
in trade after 1863 and liquor after 1870 (Foote, 1964),
as well as a number of food items which had not been
offered to the Eskimo before (Stevenson, l968a). In
1891, Eskimos went up to Fort McPherson with many
exotic items gained in trade with the whalers and an
unsuccessful attempt was made by John Firth, the

Hudson's Bay Company factor, to persuade the Americans
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‘not to trade in exchange for mailing privileges via

the Company's facilities (Stewart, 1955: 262). 1In
addition a combined effort was made by Firth, Stringer,
Archdeacon MacDonald and J.S. Camsell to have the
whaling captains restrict the indiscriminate cir-
culation of liquor with some effect after 1895
(Stevenson, l968b). However, the whaling ships con-
tinued to attract potential clients from the established
trading companies, not only among the Eskimo but also,
less frequently, the Indian people. As early as 1889,
Indians from the vicinity of Rampart House were at
Barter Island (Stockton, 1890) and in 1896 of La Pierre
House at Herschel Island (Stewart, 1955: 262).

In return for trade goods, the Eskimos prdvided
the whaling ships with meat and with driftwood for
winter fuel and, as a conseqguence, suffered the com-
plete disruption of pre-existing ecological patterns.
Both caribou herds and marine mammals were seriously‘
depleted to provide for the needs of the whales and,

at the same time, the material culture of the Eskimos
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was profoundly altered as the rifle came into common
use and the whaleboats replaced the umiak and the

kayak., In 1906, the price of baleen fell drastically
to 40 cents per ikb. (Stevenson, 1969; Currie, 1964: 2)
where it had sold for $1.53 per 1lb. in. 1863 (Foote,
1964), and the whaling ships began to leave the

Beaufort Sea for good. According to Jenness (19653214):

The whalers who had accompanied or followed
up the early nineteenth century explorers
had killed off most of the whales in the
waters of Canada's Eastern and Western
Arctic, had unconcernedly decimated the
Eskimo inhabitahts of both regions, and
had destroyed their indpendence by
replacing with manufactured goods the
tools and weapons, the stone cooking-
vessels and the skin boats that they could
make from local materials with their own
hands. Now at the century's end, having
shattered the aboriginal economy, the
whalers were departing, and the Eskimos

no longer possessing their ancient skills
or food resources, had to build their
economy on a new base or perish,

(c) The Police

Both the Gold Rush in the Yukon and the whaling
boom along the Arctic Coast resulted in the appearance
of the Royal Northwest Mounted Police to maihtain

Canadian sovereignty. In the Yukon the major concern
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had been to prevent the lawlessness associated with
Gold Rush towns in Alaska spreading to Canadian
territory. 1In the Beaufort Sea area as elsewhere in
the Arctic it was to confirm Canadian right to areas
which might otherwise be disputed. Thus in 1903, the
Neptune expedition was launched in the east (Jenness,
1964% 18) and police posts established at Fort McPheeson
and Herschel Island in the west. That sovereignty was
the main issue in these events is indicated in fears
expressed by Sir Wilfrid Laurier concerning the risks
of the United States establishing posts in the Arctic,
like that "at the mouth of the Mackenzie River" and
eventually laying claim to these areas (PAC, MG 27,

II, B 1, vol.2: 72). There is a local tradition in the
Mackenzie Delta thaf continuing hostility between the
Indian and Eskimos prompted John Firth to appeal for
police assistance (cf. Rasmussen, 1927: 301), but

this is not likely to have been other than a mihor
consideration.

In the summer of 1903, Inspector Charles
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Constantine of Klondike fame (32. Berton, 1963: 27)
travelled down the Mackenzie to set up the police post
at Trt McPherson accompanied by Sergeant Fitzgerald
and Corporal Sutherland, who were to proceed to the
Herschel Island post, "to collect duty and prevent the
demoralization of the Eskimo" (Longstreth, 1933: 242).
In fact, their duties were far from clear in the early
stages and they frequently operated on bluff rather
than clearly defined authority (Godsell, 1942;
Stevenson, 1969). Certainly thé major antagonist was
clear to the officers in the field as Sutherland
wrote from Herschel Island: "It is a beatly business
and I wish I were out of it. But I've tried not to
shirk my duty so far, but Suppose I must stick it out
to‘show these Yankees that there is a law or two even
in the Arctic." (Longstreth, 1927: 265).

Ways of dealing with the American whalers were
impeded however by the lack of authority, as Constantine's
successor Inspector Howard:repeatedly reminded his

superiors (RNWMP, 1906, 1907).
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The presence of the police in‘the Arctic was
significant for a number of reasons. In the Qider
context it signalled the beginning of a government role
in the area while at the same time defining that role
in static terms. It was accompanied however by the
creation of an administrative structure in the Northwest
Territories Améndment Act of 1905 which provided for
the appointment of a Commissioner and a Council of
four members (Rea, 1968: 34; Jenness, 1964: 21), though
as Henness properly observes, the appointment of a
senior police officer, Lt. Col. Frederik White, to the
position of Commissioner did not suggest an attitude of
creative development. The Act nonetheless laid the
foundations for future political development, Beyond
some assistance towards the paying of teachers'
salaries, however, (PAC, RG 18, A 2) little official
contribution was made towards the social developmenf
of the Arctic. On the other hand, at the local level
the police frequently contributed towards the welfare

of indigenous people by supporting those in need and by
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protecting them for some of the worst effects of

commercial exploitation.

&. Changes in Ecology and Nodality (1840-1912)

When the fur trade began in 1840, the Mackenzie
Balta was peripheral to the pre-contact ecological
systems of both the Mackenzie Eskimos and the Peel
River Kutchin. Though there is evidencé that numbers
of both groups occupied its northern and southern
sections for limited times each year, the fpcus of
activities was elsewhere., The Kutchin lived for most
of the year in the mountains between the Peelrand the
Yukon drainage basins, where tradition points to the
northern Ogilvie and western Richardson Mountains as
the major winter hunting grounds (Slobodin, 1962: 16).
Eskimo territory on the other hand comprised the
Arctic littoral from Demarcation Point to Cape
Bathurst with some movement into the Eskimo Lakes
and Anderson River areas (Richardson, 1851: 215).

The Delta was used by both people for fishing during
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the summer months and the Kutchin hunted muskrat in
the Lower Peel and probably the Upper Delta. However,
there is enough evidence of hostiiity between the two
peoples (Whymper, 1869 : 2253 Richardson, 1851: 215;
Mackenzie, 1904: 254) to given credence to the concept
of a "No Man's Land"™ which comprised the greater part
of the central Delta and was shunned by both peoples
(slobodin, 1962: 18)., Eskimos ventured as far upstream
as Separation Point, and perhaps Arctic Red River, to
fish during the summer maintaining a cautious distance
from the Mackenzie River Kutchin, but with the Peel
River Kutchin their contacts were few and invariably
bellicose.

While outside agencies did not drawii both peoples
immediately together, they did have the effect of
making peaceful contacts more common especiélly after
1865, when Eskimos began to visit Fort McPhe?son in
large numbers to trade. Though the effect which the
fur trade had upon the Eskimo is not entirely sure it

seems very probable that the neceésity of visiting Fort
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McPherson drew them more deeply and frequently into

the Mackenzie Delta, where they congregated at fishing
camps, one of which was probably the present site of
Aklavik, for several weeks. At the same time the

Peel River Kutchin also moved dowh to tée'upper part

of the Delta to fish and to hunt muskrat between their
spring and late summer visits to the fort, The religious
missions which increased in importance during the

1870's and 1880's, and tﬁe fact that oné sect prevailed,
provided additional opportunities for convergence,

The Gold Rush and the whaling boom had the effect
of drawing both people away from the Delta during the
crucial summer months so that fewer meetings of Eskimo
and Kutchin took place between 1902 and 1912, While
the Kutchin did notbfrequent the Peel River during
this period, the Eskimos were engaged along the coast
in support activities for the whaling ships or simply
congregated aimlessly at the whaling depots. During

this time the original Mackenzie Eskimos declined

drastically in numbers so that when a movement back
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into the Delta eventually took place it involved
largely different actors. For the most part the
relatively unsophisticated Mackenzie Eskimo had been
replaced by more highly acculturated, commercially
oriented Eskimos who had followed the whaling ships
eastward from Alaska,

By 1912, the centre of gravity for both the Peel
River thchin.and the Eskimo who now inhabited this
area was shifting back towards the Delta, With the
working out of the richer Klondike gravels, the Kutchin
came to re-focus their activities upon Fort McPherson
and though their way of life still rested primarily
upon the resources of the mountains and was to do so
until the early 1920's, the social organization of the
Kutchin could now be much more closely identified with
the institutions of the settlement. Similarly, with
the decline of whaling and the disappearance of most
of the whaler-traders, the Eskimos too were drawn
through the Delta again to trade their furs at Fort

McPherson. Residence in Dawson City and contact with
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the whaling ships had created a set of more complex .
needs for each people that bound them irrevocably to
the fur trade. Fort McPherson formed the nodal centre
in which some of these needs were met about which both
the Eskimo and the Kutchin organized their trapping

activity in the decade which followed.
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CHAPTER III

CONVERGENCE UPON THE