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ABSTRACT 

At the turn of the century, socialist groups of several different 
hues were active in B r i t i s h Columbia. Out of this variegated skein emerged 
the Socialist Party of Canada., For almost two decades i t dominated l e f t -
wing p o l i t i c s i n B.C., wielding extensive power i n the labour movement and 
leaving behind i t an ideological legacy which eventually f i l t e r e d into the 
fledgling CCF. 

This study documents the conditions \tfhich led to the SPC's ascendancy, 
discusses i t s relationship with the early labour movement and examines the 
extent of Marxist influence on later socialist developments i n the province. 
The dissertation employs an hi s t o r i c a l approach, supplementing library 
resources with correspondence and interviews with members of the old SPC. 

When reformist attempts of the late nineteenth century failed to 
improve conditions for the B.C. worker, labourism lost out to radicalism. 
The SPC was national in name only, for i t s doctrinaire Marxism evcked a 
significant response only in the unique p o l i t i c a l , industrial and social 
milieu of B r i t i s h Columbia. The rapid resource exploitation which gave 
rise to empires early i n the province's history created a clas s i c a l Marxist 
situation i n some areas. The absence of party alignments in the early 
years of socialist a c t i v i t y , plus a following of radical immigrants from 
Br i t a i n , the U.S., and eastern Canada afforded the Marxists a large audience 
to which they addressed themselves with tireless propaganda efforts. Many 
SPC members were active i n the labour movement as well, and were able to 
prevent the formation of a labour party for many years. When other parties 
f i n a l l y did form with labour support, they were much farther to the l e f t 
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than were e a r l i e r labour p a r t i e s . In l a r g e p a r t t h i s was due to the 

ambitious educat ion program which c h a r a c t e r i z e d the s o c i a l i s t movement from 

i t s i n c e p t i o n and u l t i m a t e l y became the M a r x i s t ' s c h i e f r a i s o n d ' e t r e . 

Candidates were run s o l e l y f o r e d u c a t i o n a l purposes . Once e l e c t e d , however, 

SPC l e g i s l a t o r s found themselves i n a balance of power p o s i t i o n f o r a 

time and consequently t h e i r l e g i s l a t i v e accomplishments were c o n s i d e r a b l e . 

The f a i l u r e to adapt to M a r x i s t theory to changing B . C . c i rcumstances 

u l t i m a t e l y cost the Par ty c r e d i b i l i t y . Unable to withstand i n t e r n a l 

pressures or to respond to the p o l i t i c a l chal lenges of World War I, i n f l a t i o n , 

c o n s c r i p t i o n , labour u n r e s t , and the Russian R e v o l u t i o n , the SPC was g r a d u a l l y 

r e p l a c e d by other groups on the l e f t . However, the P a r t y ' s adherence to 

a one-plank no-compromise p l a t f o r m d i d preserve the M a r x i s t i d e a l i n the 

province f o r l a t e r s o c i a l i s t groups. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

The f i n a l i s s u e o f the Western C l a r i o n o f 1925 I s 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d by n o s t a l g i a and r e g r e t . While the members 

o f Canada's l e a d i n g M a r x i s t p a r t y c o u l d l o o k back on a 

g e n e r a t i o n o f a c t i v i t y and l e a d e r s h i p , r e s u l t i n g at times 

i n s u c c e s s , they had t o f a c e the unhappy t r u t h t h a t t h e i r 

l o n g e d - f o r r e v o l u t i o n had not m a t e r i a l i z e d . As J a c k 

H a r r i n g t o n , a prominent p a r t i s a n , w r o t e , 
Prom the p r o p h e t i c p r e a c h i n g o f c a p i t a l ' s 

c o l l a p s e and e x h o r t i n g t o the r e v o l u t i o n 
we have passed t h r o u g h and beyond back t o 
a p e r i o d v o i d and empty o f any r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
o u t l o o k . 1 

A f t e r more th a n twenty y e a r s o f p r o s e l y t i z i n g i n 

the i n d u s t r i a l a r e a s o f the West and the o t h e r p o p u l a t i o n 

c e n t e r s o f Canada, the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada (SPC) was 

d i s b a n d i n g . F o r a good p o r t i o n o f the pa s t two decades, 

the p a r t y had been t h e dominant f o r c e o f Canada's L e f t , i t s 

p o l i t i c a l s u c c e s s e s o u t s t r i p p i n g t h o s e o f b o t h l a b o u r and 
2 

the v a r i o u s brands o f n o n - M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s m . I n 1925 

Western C l a r i o n , J u l y - A u g . , 1925 . O f f i c i a l organ 
o f the SPC, h e r e a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as the C l a r i o n . 

See Chapter V I , pp. 2 5 1 - 2 6 9 . 
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however, i t was c l e a r t h a t the L e f t o f the f u t u r e b e l o n g e d 

t o o t h e r s . From a membership i n the t h o u s a n d s , the SPC 

had d w i n d l e d t o a s m a l l group o f p o l i t i c a l a s c e t i c s . Those 

o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s who sought a l e f t - w i n g a l t e r n a t i v e now 

marched ttro the beat o f a d i f f e r e n t drum. 

T h i s i s the s t o r y o f the M a r x i s t phase i n the 

h i s t o r y o f the L e f t i n B. C , an attempt t o u n r a v e l the 

t a n g l e d s k e i n o f s o c i a l i s t groups i n o r d e r t o h e l p e x p l a i n 

the i n f l u e n c e of M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s m on the p o l i t i c s o f the 

p r o v i n c e . I n No Power G r e a t e r P a u l P h i l l i p s d e s c r i b e s the 

growth o f the l a b o u r movement i n B. C. and makes r e f e r e n c e 

t o s o c i a l i s t i n f l u e n c e i n t h e u n i o n s ; M a r t i n R o b i n i n 

R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and Canadian Labour i n Canada d e a l s w i t h 

s o c i a l i s m and l a b o u r i n Canada; Ro n a l d Grantham i n Some  

Asp e c t s o f the S o c i a l i s t Movement i n B. C , 1898-1933 

p r o v i d e s some d e s c r i p t i v e m a t e r i a l . The purpose o f the 

p r e s e n t study i s t o do f o r s o c i a l i s m what P h i l l i p s has done 

f o r the l a b o u r movement, t o add t o the d e s c r i p t i v e work 

begun by Grantham and t o use t h i s m a t e r i a l t o s u p p o r t some 

e x p l a n a t o r y p r o p o s i t i o n s and r e f l e c t i v e o b s e r v a t i o n s . 

To an i m p o r t a n t degree the d e s c r i p t i v e work i n t h i s 

a r e a has not y e t been done, and c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e r e has not 

been an adequate b a s i s f o r e x p l a n a t i o n , u n d e r s t a n d i n g and 

f u r t h e r s c h o l a r s h i p . F o r example, had the b a s i c s t o r y o f 
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the e a r l y s o c i a l i s t movement i n B.' C. been a v a i l a b l e t o 

W i l l i a m Rodney when he wrote h i s h i s t o r y o f the Communist 

P a r t y o f Canada, he would have a p p r e c i a t e d B r i t i s h Columbia's 

M a r x i s t e x p e r i e n c e and the o r i g i n o f the v a r i o u s s o c i a l i s t 

groups i n the p r o v i n c e and would, h o p e f u l l y , have a v o i d e d 

such erroneous s t a t e m e n t s as " B r i t i s h s o c i a l i s m and t r a d e 

u n i o n p r a c t i c e s were e p i t o m i z e d i n Canada by t h e S P C . . . " 

U n l i k e the U n i t e d S t a t e s , Canada does have an on-

g o i n g s o c i a l i s t t r a d i t i o n . With few e x c e p t i o n s , however, 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s o f t h i s t r a d i t i o n have been l i m i t e d t o the 

CCF/NDP. Perhaps s c h o l a r s have d i s m i s s e d the M a r x i s t 

s o c i a l i s t movement as an e c c e n t r i c or u n i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i c a l 

c u l t whose members m i s t a k e n l y endeavoured t o a p p l y t h e i r 

outmoded d o c t r i n e s t o a new and d i f f e r e n t e r a . Whether 

"'William Rodney, S o l d i e r s o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
( T o r o n t o : U n i v e r s i t y o f T o r o n t o P r e s s , 1968) , p. 8~i 
There are a number o f e r r o r s i n the f i r s t c h a p t e r , "Roots 
o f Canadian S o c i a l i s m , " which s e r v e t o g i v e a c o n f u s e d 
p i c t u r e o f the e x t e n t o f M a r x i s t i n f l u e n c e p r i o r t o the 
b e g i n n i n g s o f the Communist P a r t y o f Canada. 

4 
R o n a l d Grantham, Some As p e c t s o f the S o c i a l i s t  

Movement i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 1898-1933 (M. A. T h e s i s , 
U.B.C., 1 9 ^ 2 ) ; P a u l Fox " E a r l y S o c i a l i s m i n Canada" i n 
J . H. A i t c h i s o n , ed., The P o l i t i c a l P r o c e s s i n Canada 
( T o r o n t o : U n i v e r s i t y o f T o r o n t o P r e s s , 1 9 6 3 ); M a r t i n 
R o b i n , R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and Canadian Labour ( K i n g s t o n : 
I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n s C e n t r e , Queen's U n i v e r s i t y , 1 9 6 8 . ) 

p e r h a p s , because academic r e s o u r c e s have been 
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or not these e a r l y Marxists were out of tune w i t h t h e i r 
time, to ignore them i s to imply that they had no s i g n i f i 
cant popular support, that t h e i r grievances against s o c i e t y 
were not r e l e v a n t , and that they had no l a s t i n g p o l i t i c a l 
importance. 

I t i s true that at no time i n i t s existence was the 
SPC a r e a l threat to the p o l i t i c a l s tatus quo. This i s 
not to say that i t s i n f l u e n c e was unimportant. Some of 
i t s members were e l e c t e d to the B r i t i s h Columbia and A l b e r t a 
l e g i s l a t u r e s and were instru m e n t a l i n having a s u b s t a n t i a l 
amount of l e g i s l a t i o n passed. Prom 1912 to 1915 s o c i a l i s t s 
were the only o p p o s i t i o n members of the B. C. L e g i s l a t u r e . 
In 1912 the party obtained the o f f i c i a l endorsation of the 
B. C. Federation of Labour, and at no time was i t without 
the support of a number of l o c a l labour c o u n c i l s . I t was 
a c t i v e i n free-speech and c i v i l - l i b e r t i e s b a t t l e s . Thus i t 
can be argued that i n these and other ways the party helped 
make the L e f t more v i s i b l e and the working c l a s s more 
i d e n t i f i a b l e to the r u l i n g e l i t e s . To appreciate i t s 

l i m i t e d , they have been spent i n other areas of study. 
In g e n e r a l , the L e f t i n Canada has been more f u l l y 
s t u d i e d than have e i t h e r the L i b e r a l s or Conservatives 

^These matters are discussed i n l a t e r chapters. 
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c o n t r i b u t i o n to the p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e of Canada, to under
stand the complete s o c i a l i s t h e r i t a g e i n the dominion, and 
to discover some of the reasons f o r Marxism's f a i l u r e to 
win the support of the Canadian working c l a s s , i t i s essen
t i a l that the SPC and groups r e l a t e d to i t be st u d i e d . 
T h e i r s i g n i f i c a n c e l a y not i n t h e i r a b i l i t y to gather a 
large f o l l o w i n g , but i n t h e i r Influence on the p o l i t i c s of 
the time and i n t h e i r r o l e as c a r r i e r s of ideas which i n 
fluenced l a t e r important p o l i t i c a l developments i n Canada, 

7 
i n c l u d i n g the CCF. 

When K a r l Marx was w r i t i n g i n B r i t a i n , that country 
was at the ze n i t h of l i b e r a l l a i s s e z - f a i r e hegemony. I t , 
was an era of wonderment with new i n d u s t r i a l developments, 
and of un c e r t a i n t y and animosity at the r a p i d disappearance 
of many of the o l d ways. L i k e the l i b e r a l philosophers and 
economists of h i s age, Marx worshipped before the a l t a r of 
science and technology. At the same time, however, he f u l 
minated against an a l i e n a t i n g i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . What Marx 

The name and the philosophy of the S o c i a l i s t 
Party of Canada were taken up by another group i n Winnipeg 
i n 1930, and although t h i s group s t i l l e x i s t s , i t s member
ship has never r i s e n above a few dozen. The group i s not 
incl u d e d i n t h i s study. The Independent Labour Party 
( S o c i a l i s t ) i n B. C. also took the name i n 1932 s h o r t l y 
before f e d e r a t i n g w i t h the CCP. 
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saw was t h e d i s p l a c e m e n t which o c c u r s d u r i n g the t r a n s i t i o n 

o f a s o c i e t y from i t s p r e i n d u s t r i a l t o i t s i n d u s t r i a l s t a g e . 

What he b e l i e v e d t o be t h e f i n a l s t a g e s o f c a p i t a l i s m was, 

i n f a c t , t h e demise o f l a i s s e z - f a i r e c a p i t a l i s m . By t h e 

time Das K a p i t a l was p u b l i s h e d , modern;, i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y -

i n v o l v i n g l a b o u r u n i o n s , s t a t e r e g u l a t i o n and s o c i a l l e g i s 

l a t i o n - w a s a l r e a d y on i t s way.. Marxism a d d r e s s e d i t s e l f 

t o t h e b r i e f p e r i o d d u r i n g which the S t a t e withdrew from 

i n v o l v e m e n t i n t h e r e g u l a t i o n o f t r a d e and commerce, and 

the w o r k e r s , u n o r g a n i z e d and h e l p l e s s , f a c e d i n d u s t r i a l i s t s 

who were buoyed up by ^ c l a s s i c a l l i b e r a l p h i l o s o p h y and 

backed by t h e power o f t h e S t a t e . "Every s o c i e t y , " s u g g e s t s 

Adam Ulam, " r e a c h i n g f o r i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n and m o d e r n i z a t i o n , 

has i t s ' M a r x i s t ' p e r i o d , when some o f the i d e a s o f Marx 

a r e r e l e v a n t t o i t s problems and are r e f l e c t e d i n t h e e v e r y -

day s e n t i m e n t s o f the masses o f p e o p l e . . . " By t h e time o f 

Marx's d e a t h , however, B r i t a i n had passed t h i s p e r i o d . The 

e x t e n s i o n o f s o c i a l . d e m o c r a c y , t h e growth o f t r a d e u n i o n s , 

t h e development o f l e g i s l a t i o n i n t h e f i e l d o f commerce, 

the r i s e i n the o v e r - a l l s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g - a l l t h e s e had 

ta k e n the s p r i n g out o f t h e r a d i c a l p r o t e s t which had been 

Adam Ulam, The U n f i n i s h e d R e v o l u t i o n (New York, 
Random House, V i n t a g e Books, I960), p. 7-
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demonstrated i n pre-1850 B r i t a i n by the C h a r t i s t s and on 

the C o n t i n e n t by the 1848 u p r i s i n g s . When s o c i a l i s m f i n a l l y 

came t o B r i t a i n , i t was c l a s s c o n s c i o u s but not r e v o l u t i o n a r y . 

N e i t h e r was i t a n t i - i n d u s t r i a l . I t demanded o n l y a f a i r e r 
Q 

d i s t r i b u t i o n o f the f r u i t s o f t e c h n o l o g y . 

A s i m i l a r development too k p l a c e i n B r i t i s h Columbia. 

Because the " M a r x i s t s i t u a t i o n " 1 1 " ' e x i s t e d i n some areas o f 

the p r o v i n c e , many o f the i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h o s e a r e a s deemed 

Marx's i d e a s t o be r e l e v a n t t o t h e i r problems. I t was t h e 

c o n t i n u i n g e l e c t o r a l support from t h e s e a r e a s t h a t e n a b l e d 

the SPC t o grow beyond the d i s s i d e n t few f o r almost two 

decades. U n d e r s t a n d a b l y , the p a r t y l e a d e r s viewed t h i s 

9 
I b i d . , p a s s i m , argues t h a t Marxism has i n i t 

two elements: f i r s t , an a n t i - i n d u s t r i a l element which 
stems from the t r a n s i t i o n from an i n d e p e n d e n t , - u n r e g u l a t e d , 
p r e - i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y t o a dependent, r e g u l a t e d , i n d u s t r i a l 
s o c i e t y ; t a n d second, f a i t h i n the power o f s c i e n c e and 
t e c h n o l o g y t o change mankind. He argues f u r t h e r t h a t i t i s 
t h e f i r s t element which g i v e s Marxism i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
q u a l i t y and t h a t , once the t r a n s i t i o n from one s o c i e t y t o 
a n o t h e r has t a k e n p l a c e , the s t r e n g t h o f M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s m 
wanes and i s r e p l a c e d , i f at a l l , by a d i f f e r e n t k i n d o f 
s o c i a l i s m . 

10 
i . e . The s i t u a t i o n r e s u l t i n g when c a p i t a l i s 
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support as the beginning of a c l a s s consciousness which 
would u l t i m a t e l y spread throughout the n a t i o n . With h i n d 
s i g h t , of course, i t i s easy to see how mistaken they were, 
but to party t h e o r i s t s at the time the economic, p o l i t i c a l 
and s o c i a l s i t u a t i o n seemed a c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n that the 
time was f a s t approaching when the p r o l e t a r i a t would t u r n 
against the b o u r g e o i s i e . The comments of W. W. Lefeaux i n 
1908 are t y p i c a l : " P e r s o n a l l y , " he s a i d , " I consider that 
the r e v o l u t i o n i s w e l l under weigh [ s i c ] . . .Why should we 
give t h i s present system more than ten years longer to 
l i v e ? " 1 1 Others were even more confident. 

To such observers i t appeared impossible that the 
c a p i t a l i s t s or t h e i r "executive committee", the.government, 
would discover that they could l i v e w ith unions, s t a t e 
r e g u l a t i o n , and a more equ i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of the wealth 
As c o n d i t i o n s g r a d u a l l y began to change, the SPC continued 
to o f f e r an unchanging cure. They misread the s i g n i f i c a n c e 

concentrated i n the hands <3f a few who c o n t r o l large 
numbers of workers. In B. C. the s i t u a t i o n was created 
by the existence of a few wealthy entrepreneurs aggres
s i v e l y e x p l o i t i n g the province's n a t u r a l resources. 
See p. ".P. 

1 1 C l a r i o n , J u l y 11, 1908. 
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o f the u n i o n s and t h e i r tendency t o produce b o u r g e o i s 

b e h a v i o u r i n the v e r y p e o p l e whom the p a r t y was endeavour

i n g t o "educate." They f a i l e d t o p e r c e i v e t h e c h a n g i n g 

p u b l i c a t t i t u d e towards u n i o n s and they u n d e r e s t i m a t e d 

the impact o f government l e g i s l a t i o n w hich was g r a d u a l l y 

a l l e v i a t i n g some o f the worst c o n d i t i o n s f o r the w o r k e r s . 

In s p i t e o f such s i g n p o s t s , the p a r t y c o n t i n u e d t o r e g a r d 

t h e s o c i e t y o f the t w e n t i e s as e s s e n t i a l l y unchanged from 

pre-war s o c i e t y o r from t h a t o f t h e t u r n o f the c e n t u r y , 

a l l o f which were seen as congruous w i t h Marx's m i d - n i n e 

t e e n t h c e n t u r y s o c i e t y . I n s h o r t , t hey f a i l e d t o g r a s p a 

c r u c i a l a s p e c t o f Marx's theory-^—that o f the dynamism of 

h i s t o r y — a n d t h e r e i n l a y a p r i n c i p a l r e a s o n f o r t h e p a r t y ' s 

f a i l u r e t o a p p e a l t o a l a r g e f o l l o w i n g . Though M a r x i a n 

s o c i a l i s t s had been e x h o r t e d t o form the vanguard o f t h e 

w o r k i n g c l a s s and t o "have o v e r t h e g r e a t masses o f t h e 

p r o l e t a r i a t the advantage o f c l e a r l y u n d e r s t a n d i n g the. 
12 

l i n e o f march," the SPC f a i l e d u t t e r l y t o see t h a t the 

roadbed had s h i f t e d and t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s was t a k i n g a 

d i f f e r e n t r o u t e . I n consequence, t h e p a r t y f a i t h f u l ended 

up t a l k i n g o n l y to t h e m s e l v e s . 

12 
Lewis S. F e u e r , ed., Marx and E n g e l s : B a s i c  

W r i t i n g s on P o l i t i c s and P h i l o s o p h y (Garden C i t y , N.Z., 
Doubleday and Co., Anchor Books, 1959), P- 20 
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I n B r i t i s h Columbia the M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s t t r a n d i t i o n 

was r e p r e s e n t e d c h i e f l y by the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada. 

The p a r t y t a ught t h a t the type of s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n w hich 

p r e v a i l e d I d u r i n g any p a r t i c u l a r p e r i o d was d e t e r m i n e d by 

the r e l a t i o n s h i p between the p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s o f t h e t i m e . 1 

F u r t h e r the p a r t y m a i n t a i n e d t h a t , as t e c h n o l o g y caused 

t h e s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s t o change, t h e type o f s o c i a l o r g a n i 

z a t i o n a l s o c h a n g e d — t h r o u g h a d i a l e c t i c a l s t r u g g l e between 

the c l a s s r e p r e s e n t i n g the o l d s o c i a l o r d e r and the c l a s s 

r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e new s o c i a l o r d e r . I n M a r x i a n a n a l y s i s the 

v i c t o r y always goes t o tho s e r e p r e s e n t i n g the new o r d e r , 

s i n c e the outcome i s determined by t h e p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s 

(sometimes r e f e r r e d t o as t h e m a t e r i a l c o n d i t i o n s ) o f 

s o c i e t y . S i n c e , a c c o r d i n g t o M a r x i a n a n a l y s i s , t h i s phenom

enon can be v e r i f i e d t h r o u g h t h e e m p i r i c a l study o f h i s t o r y , 

Marxism i s a l s o r e f e r r e d t o as s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m o r 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m , s i n c e t h e outcome i s always a com

p l e t e change i n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e . 

To the SPC " r e v o l u t i o n " meant p e a c e f u l r e v o l u t i o n 

13 
In s i m p l e terms " p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s " a re t h e 

means used t o c r e a t e w e a l t h , e.g. a s h o v e l , a f i e l d , 
a machine, e t c . The r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e u s e r t o h i s 
t o o l s r e f e r s t o ownership o r t h e l a c k o f i t . 
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although' Athe.. p.arty. d i d not d i s c o u n t the p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

some b l o o d s h e d when c a p i t a l i s m was i n i t s f i n a l t h r o e s . 

I t was the p a r t y ' s i n t e n t i o n t o work w i t h i n the Canadian 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l f a b r i c and t o secu r e r e v o l u t i o n by t e a c h i n g 

the masses about M a r x i a n economics and c l a s s antagonism 

and by p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n the d e m o c r a t i c p o l i t i c a l p r o c e s s . 

The p r o t a g o n i s t s o f " s c i e n t i f i c " s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h -

C olumbia thus remained a t l e a s t p a r t l y t r u e t o t h e i r p a r 

l i a m e n t a r y h e r i t a g e . 

The SPC r e p r e s e n t e d the n o n - r e v i s i o n i s t s c h o o l o f 

M a r x i s t s - t h e y were r e v o l u t i o n a r y r a t h e r t h a n e v o l u t i o n a r y 
14 

s o c i a l i s t s . They h e l d t h a t the c a p i t a l i s t system s h o u l d 

be a l l o w e d t o p r o c e e d t o i t s u l t i m a t e demise as p r e d i c t e d 

by Marx and t h a t s o c i a l i s t s s h o u l d not meanwhile endeavour 

t o ease the p a i n o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s e s by w o r k i n g f o r 

a m e l i o r a t i v e measures. The p a r t y b e l i e v e d t h a t m i t i g a t i n g 

the c o n d i t i o n of the w o r k i n g man w i t h i n the c a p i t a l i s t 

system would merely s e r v e t o d e l a y the a r r i v a l o f the 

r e v o l u t i o n however p e a c e f u l they hoped i t would be. T h i s 

p o s i t i o n was c e n t r a l t o many o f the d i f f i c u l t i e s e n c o u n t e r e d 

by the p a r t y . 

The c l a s s i c work o u t l i n i n g e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s o c i a l i s m i s Eduard B e r n s t e i n , . E v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s m 
(New Zork, Schocken Books, 1 9 o i l 
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"No compromise-no p o l i t i c a l t r a d i n g " — t h i s was 

the watchword o f the SPC. But the w o r l d o f p o l i t i c s i n 

d e m o c r a t i c s t a t e s i s a w o r l d o f compromise; competing 

p a r t i e s g i v e up c e r t a i n o f t h e i r demands i n r e t u r n f o r 

governmental s u p p o r t f o r o t h e r o f t h e i r demands. The o n l y 

time t h e r e i s no need f o r compromise i s when one group 

f e e l s i t has s u f f i c i e n t power t o e n f o r c e i t s w i l l on t h e 

o t h e r groups w i t h o u t d i l u t i n g i t s power. S h a r i n g power 

u l t i m a t e l y means compromise, w h i l e e x c l u s i v e power makes 

compromise u n n e c e s s a r y . What i m p e l l e d t h e SPC i n B. C. 

to t h i n k i t c o u l d a f f o r d a "no compromise" s t a n c e was the 

b e l i e f t h a t the h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s which u n d e r s c o r e d i t s 

M a r x i a n i d e o l o g y would u l t i m a t e l y l e a d i t t o the a t t a i n 

ment of e x c l u s i v e power. With m i s s i o n a r y z e a l the M a r x i s t s 
15 

took s t r e n g t h from b e i n g p a r t o f a wo r l d - w i d e movement, 

and were a b l e t o c a r r y on no mfatfee's* how d i f f i c u l t the c i r 

cumstances, knowing t h a t f i n a l l y they would be v i c t o r i o u s . 

S e e i n g themselves as p a r t o f a g l o b a l movement, they c o u l d 

f i n d encouragement i n s o c i a l i s t s u c c e s s e s i n Europe o r the 

15 
The sense o f w o r l d - w i d e k i n s h i p e n j o y e d by 

M a r x i s t s has g i v e n them a source o f s t r e n g t h not a v a i l a b l e 
t o o t h e r p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s and i s one o f the i m p o r t a n t 
elements a c c o u n t i n g f o r the l o n g l i f e o f t h e s e groups even 
when c i r c u m s t a n c e s at home do not appear p r o p i t i o u s t o a 
M a r x i s t v i c t o r y . 
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United States even when faced with defeat themselves. 
E l e c t o r a l successes around the world, whether v i c t o r i e s 
or gains i n votes, were always reported i n the party organ, 
the C l a r i o n , and accompanied by p r e d i c t i o n s of world-wide 
v i c t o r y . Thus to the SPC there was no need to p a r t i c i p a t e 
i n the give and take of day-to-day p o l i t i c a l b a r g a i n i n g ; 
although t h i s stance might lose them b a t t l e s now, the war 
would be won i n the end. Unl i k e the L i b e r a l s and Conserva
t i v e s , t h e i r goal was not to win power now, but to win i t 
e v e n t u a l l y , wholly and f o r a l l time. 

These e a r l y Marxists d i d not express any i d e o l o g i 
c a l l y i n n o v a t i v e ideas. In part t h i s may have been due to 
the f a c t that the SPC leaders were not middle-class 
i n t e l l e c t u a l s t r a i n e d i n a n a l y t i c a l t h i n k i n g as were those 
who comprised the membership of the Fabian Society and 
l a t e r the League f o r S o c i a l Reconstruction. As f a r as can 
be determined, a l l of the SPC leaders came from humble 
beginnings: most had been able to l e a r n a trade and had v 

some degree of s c h o o l i n g , but none went as f a r as u n i v e r 
s i t y . They were l a r g e l y self-educated—men with l i t t l e 
formal education or s o c i a l advantages, but wit h some e x t r a 
ordinary t a l e n t s and a remarkable degree of devotion to the 
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c r e a t i o n o f the " j u s t s o c i e t y " as they saw i t . " 1 " " E. T. 

K i n g s l e y , f o r example, s u b s i d i z e d t h e C l a r i o n f o r y e a r s 

out o f e a r n i n g s from h i s p r i n t i n g b u s i n e s s ; he was a l s o 

an e x c e l l e n t speaker and a s k i l l f u l e d i t o r . Without him 

and a h a n d f u l o f o t h e r s l i k e him, i t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t t h e 

SPC c o u l d have c o n t i n u e d t o e x i s t ; c e r t a i n l y i t c o u l d not 

have e x e r c i s e d such a l o n g term i n f l u e n c e on the p o l i t i c s 

o f the L e f t i n B.o. C. had i t t o depend on the " o r d i n a r y 

w o r k i n g s l a v e " f o r p a r t y l e a d e r s h i p and f o r e d i t o r i a l 
1 7 

s k i l l s and f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g f o r t h e C l a r i o n . 

Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e was a n o t h e r s t a l w a r t l i k e 

K i n g s l e y : t r a i n e d as a p r i n t e r , he was a l s o a j o u r n a l i s t , 

16 
While SPC l e a d e r s showed l i t t l e i m a g i n a t i o n 

r e g a r d i n g i d e o l o g y , t h e y were c e r t a i n l y r e s o u r c e f u l i n 
o t h e r ways. K i n g s l e y had l o s t b o th l e g s w h i l e w o r k i n g 
f o r an American r a i l r o a d , but i n s p i t e o f t h i s h andicap 
he managed t o t r a v e l thousands o f m i l e s on s p e a k i n g a-nd 
o r g a n i z i n g t o u r s , sometimes under the most adver s e 
c o n d i t i o n s . 

D u r i n g t h e f r e e speech b a t t l e s , when the SPC 
was d e n i e d e q u a l r i g h t s w i t h the S a l v a t i o n Army t o speak 
on s t r e e t c o r n e r s , p a r t y members c o n s t r u c t e d a r a f t and 
a d d r e s s e d a crowd i n E n g l i s h Bay from t h i s vantage p o i n t . 

17 
See Appendix 13 which shows t h e c o n t i n u i n g 

i n f l u e n c e i n l e f t - w i n g B. C. p o l i t i c s o f some o f t h e main 
p o l i t i c a l a c t o r s from 1900 t o 1933-
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a good o r a t o r and an o u t s t a n d i n g o r g a n i z e r . A f t e r s e l l i n g 

h i s p r i n t i n g b u s i n e s s t o K i n g s l e y , he worked as an o r g a n i z e r 

or b u s i n e s s agent f o r a number o f u n i o n s , was at one time 

the p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z e r f o r b o t h the B. C. and A l b e r t a 

s e c t i o n s o f the Canadian Trades and Labour Congress, and was 

e d i t o r o f the F e d e r a t i o n i s t from i t s i n c e p t i o n u n t i l 1919 

when he went t o t h e P r o v i n c e as a p r i n t e r . H i s v a r i o u s j o b s 

enabled him t o t r a v e l around th e c o u n t r y , t a k i n g the SPC 

message t o workers wherever he went. There were o t h e r s 

t o o , who w i t h r e l i g i o u s f e r v o u r made the SPC cause almost 

t h e i r f u l l - t i m e work. Apart from the g o v e r n i n g p a r t y , t h e 

SPC p r o b a b l y had more f u l l - t i m e p o l i t i c i a n s i n i t s r a n k s 

t h a n any o t h e r p o l i t i c a l group i n t h e p r o v i n c e . 

The p a r t y p r i d e d i t s e l f on b e i n g one o f t h e two 

t r u l y M a r x i s t p a r t i e s i n the w o r l d — t h e o t h e r b e i n g t h e 

S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Great B r i t a i n ( S P G B ) — a n d r e f u s e d t o 

j o i n the Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l because too many o f t h e 

p a r t i e s b e l o n g i n g t o i t were not pure M a r x i s t i n t h e i r 

i d e o l o g y . The w r i t i n g s o f t h e SPC l e a d e r s h i p a l l adhered 
18 

s l a v i s h l y t o what they knew o f Marx's t h i n k i n g . They 

18 
Much o f what Marx and E n g e l s wrote was not 

a v a i l a b l e i n E n g l i s h at the time and c e r t a i n l y Marx's 
m a t e r i a l w r i t t e n p r i o r t o 1 8 4 8 , which has r e s u l t e d i n 
so much r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f some o f h i s i d e a s , was not 
a v a i l a b l e . 
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did not approve of Eduard Bernstein's e f f o r t s to guide 
the S o c i a l Democratic Party of Germany toward e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s o c i a l i s m ; they disagreed with DeLeon's b e l i e f that 
Marxists must endeavour to take c o n t r o l of the work place 
simultaneously w i t h endeavouring to take p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l ; 
and they r e j e c t e d the s y n d i c a l i s m of the I n d u s t r i a l 
Workers of the World (IWW). Marx had p r e d i c t e d t h a t , as 
the c a p i t a l i s t system wore on, the number of p r o l e t a r i a t 
would increase while the bourgeoisie decreased u n t i l the 
point where the p r o l e t a r i a t could e a s i l y assume c o n t r o l 
of government and the economy. Since Marx assumed that 
t h i s process would happen f a i r l y q u i c k l y , , he made few 
suggestions concerning what the p r o l e t a r i a t should do while 
w a i t i n g f o r the c a p i t a l i s t system to break down. Because 
the process was not happening as q u i c k l y as p r e d i c t e d , 
people l i k e B e r n s t e i n and DeLeon t r i e d to give some supple
mentary guidance f o r a c t i o n during the w a i t i n g p e r i o d . The 
SPC l e a d e r s , however, made no such c o n t r i b u t i o n . Assuming 
that the Marxist plan was u n f o l d i n g as p r e d i c t e d , they were 
content to see t h e i r r o l e meantime as an edu c a t i o n a l one. 

What the SPC d i d not understand about Marx was 
that he was not d e s c r i b i n g a s p e c i f i c event of change 
w i t h i n the c a p i t a l i s t system, but was making a general 



17 

a n a l y s i s of how change would come about w i t h i n such a 
system. Both Marx and Engels acknowledged that there were 
unique economic, s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s i n 

19 
s o c i e t i e s , and from t h i s acknowledgement i t f o l l o w s that 
Marxist p a r t i e s would have to develop approaches suitable 
to t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n s . The SPC and i t s leaders 
froze Marxism i n nineteenth century England, f a i l i n g to see 
that c a p i t a l i s m i n Canada i n t h e i r time was not a carbon 
copy of nineteenth century E n g l i s h c a p i t a l i s m , and making 
no attempt to develop Marxist ideology to s u i t the economic 
s i t u a t i o n i n B r i t i s h Columbia or Canada. I t Is true that 
c o n d i t i o n s i n the mining areas of the province were s i m i l a r 
to the c l a s s i c a l Marxist s i t u a t i o n , but the SPC d i d not make 
allowance f o r the d i f f e r e n t c l a s s consciousness of the 
unionized and non-unionized workers nor f o r the f a c t that 
i n most parts of Canada there were more p e t i t e bourgeoisie 

20 
than there were p r o l e t a r i a t . 

Marx himself c r i t i c i z e d the German Philosophers 
f o r using s o c i a l i s t and communist l i t e r a t u r e from France. 
He wrote, " {they forget] that when the w r i t i n g s immigrated 
from France i n t o Germany, French s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s had not 
immigrated along w i t h them. In contact with German s o c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s , t h i s French l i t e r a t u r e l o s t a l l I t s immediate 
p r a c t i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . . . " K a r l Marx and F r e d e r i c h Engels, 
"The Manifesto of the Communist Pa r t y , " Lewis Feuer, ed., 
Marx and Engels: Basic Writings on P o l i t i c s and Philosophy 
(Garden C i t y , N.?., Doubleday and Co., Anchor Books, 1 9 5 9 ) , 
p. 33-

20 See Leo A Johnson, "The Development of Class i n 
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T h i s f a i l u r e t o grasp the uniqueness o f B r i t i s h Columbia 

s o c i e t y o f t e n i m p e l l e d t h e p a r t y t o propose M a r x i s t • 

s o l u t i o n s where a M a r x i s t s i t u a t i o n d i d not e x i s t — f o r 

example, w i t h t h e farmers i n t h e Okanagan a r e a . * 

The p a r t y had come i n t o b e i n g d u r i n g t h e f i r s t 

f i v e y e a r s o f the c e n t u r y , spawned by c e r t a i n f a c t o r s i n 

B r i t i s h Columbia t h a t made t h e p r o v i n c e u n i q u e l y s u i t a b l e 

i n Canada f o r the n u r t u r i n g o f s o c i a l i s m . The p e r i o d 

c o v e r i n g t h e l a s t q u a r t e r o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y and 

the b e g i n n i n g o f the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y was a p e r i o d o f 

r a d i c a l a g i t a t i o n i n b o t h Europe and N o r t h America. I n 

Europe the p e r i o d produced t h e g r e a t S o c i a l Democratic 

P a r t y of Germany, The S o c i a l Democratic P a r t y o f R u s s i a 

(formed i n 1898 w i t h L e n i n as one o f the top t h e o r e t i c i a n s ) 

and a host o f o t h e r s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s throughout the 

Canada i n t h e T w e n t i e t h C e n t u r y , "Gary T e e p l e , ed., 
C a p i t a l i s m and t h e N a t i o n a l Q u e s t i o n i n Canada ( T o r o n t o , 
u n i v e r s i t y o f Toronto P r e s s , 1 9 7 2 ) , p. 147- Johnson says 
t h i s phenomenon i s v e r y i m p o r t a n t s i n c e the main s t r u g g l e s 
i n Canada have been between t h e p e t i t e b o u r g e o i s and 
c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s e s . He s a y s , " t h a t so l o n g as t h i s s t r u g g l e 
h o l d s c e n t r e s t a g e and no g r e a t p o l i t i c a l o r economic e r r o r s 
are made by t h e c a p i t a l i s t p r o t a g o n i s t s , the growth of 
w o r k i n g c l a s s c o n s c i o u s n e s s w i l l be s l o w - - p a r t i c u l a r l y 
when a m a j o r i t y o f s t r o n g l y u n i o n i z e d and h i g h l y p a i d workers 
en j o y a s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g c o n d u c i v e t o p r o p e r t y ownership, 
a h i g h s t a n d a r d o f commodity consumption, and the a t t a i n m e n t 
o f o t h e r e x t e r n a l s o f p e t i t e b o u r g e o i s s t a t u s . " 
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C o n t i n e n t , The I n f l u e n c e o f t h e s e p a r t i e s o r t h e i r o f f 

s p r i n g i s s t i l l f e l t i n t h e governments o f Europe. I n 

the U n i t e d S t a t e s the p e r i o d produced the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y 

o f A m e r i c a , the muckrakers w i t h t h e i r t e l l i n g p o l e m i c s 

a g a i n s t t h e system, numerous s o c i a l i s t n o v e l i s t s i n c l u d i n g 

J a c k London and Upton S i n c l a i r , h e r e t i c academic a n a l y s i s 

by men such as T h o r s t e i n V e b l e n and C h a r l e s B e a r d — b u t no 

l a s t i n g s o c i a l i s t p r e s e n c e . But i n B r i t i s h Columbia the 

i n f l u e n c e o f the s o c i a l i s t movement appears t o have pene

t r a t e d t h e p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e o f t h e people f o r a time-. : 

U n t i l t h e l a s t decade th e p r o v i n c e s t i l l c o n t a i n e d the 

most r a d i c a l l a b o u r unions i n the c o u n t r y and t h e most 
21 

r a d i c a l b ranch o f the CCF-/NDP. Why s h o u l d t h i s be so? 

In t h e h i s t o r y o f i n d u s t r i a l man i t i s a t r u t h 

u n i v e r s a l l y acknowledged t h a t an a r e a p o s s e s s i n g abundant 

n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s must be e x p l o i t e d . Nowhere i s t h e t r u t h 

o f t h i s p r o p o s i t i o n more e v i d e n t t h a n i n B r i t i s h Columbia. 

P r o f e s s o r E. R. B l a c k d e s c r i b e s as "The P o l i t i c s o f 

E x p l o i t a t i o n " t h i s p r o v i n c i a l p r e o c c u p a t i o n w i t h economic 

21 
The p o l i t i c a l s t a n c e o f a number of Quebec 

t r a d e u n i o n s d u r i n g the l a s t few y e a r s i n d i c a t e s t h a t 
they are now more r a d i c a l t h a n B. C. u n i o n s . 
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development and u t i l i z a t i o n o f n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s . " " 

Though B l a c k ' s a n a l y s i s concerns the p o l i t i c s o f 

p o s t - W o r l d War I I B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , i t would be d i f f i c u l t t o 

c o i n a more s y n o p t i c term to d e s c r i b e the o v e r r i d i n g c o n c e r n 

o f a l l B.C. governments, s i n c e c o l o n i a l d a y s , w i t h r a p i d 

m a t e r i a l development, and the c l o s e r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

government and i n d u s t r y which p e r s i s t e d u n t i l the p r e s e n t 

government was e l e c t e d i n 1972. 

From the b e g i n n i n g o f s e t t l e m e n t by peopl e o f 

European s t o c k , B r i t i s h Columbia was not p r i m a r i l y a 

g a t h e r i n g o f p i o n e e r s i n the sense o f i n d i v i d u a l s o c c u p y i n g 

p i e c e s o f l a n d t o carve out a f u t u r e f o r themselves and 

t h e i r f a m i l i e s . The geography, the n a t u r e o f the p r o v i n c e ' s 

n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , and the pre-eminence of. the Hudson's 

Bay Company p r e c l u d e d , t o a l a r g e e x t e n t , the i n d i v i d u a l i t y 

p o s s i b l e i n o t h e r p a r t s o f Canada. So l o n g as t h e 

t e r r i t o r y was c o n t r o l l e d by the Hudson's Bay Company, a l l 

economic a c t i v i t y came under the s u r v e i l l a n c e o f the 

Company. Almost a l l s u p p l i e s and pe o p l e came t o the a r e a 

22 
E.R. B l a c k , " B r i t i s h Columbia: The P o l i t i c s o f 

E x p l o i t a t i o n " , R. S h e a r e r , ed., E x p l o i t i n g our Economic  
P o t e n t i a l ( T o r o n t o , H o l t , R i n e h a r t and Winston o f Canada, 
L t d . , 1 9 6 8 ) , p. 23 
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i n ships which docked.at V i c t o r i a , and t h i s made i t 
e a s i e r f o r the Company to enforce the monopoly i t had 
been granted i n p e r p e t u i t y by the B r i t i s h government i n 
1 8 4 9 . That same year Vancouver I s l a n d gained the stat u s 
of a colony, and James Douglas, Chief Factor i n the West 
f o r the Hudson's Bay Company, was appointed Governor i n 
1851 . He held both the p o s i t i o n of Chief Factor and that 
of Governor u n t i l 1 8 5 8 , when he was also appointed 
Governor of the mainland colony of B r i t i s h Columbia and 
f i n a l l y resigned h i s post with the Hudson's Bay Company. 

The experience of t h i s c o l o n i a l p e r i o d under a 
governor who was more an employee of the Hudson's Bay 
Company than a Crown a d m i n i s t r a t o r , and l a t e r under other 
governors who only r e l u c t a n t l y accepted the i n s t i t u t i o n 
of an executive c o u n c i l , combined wi t h the f a c t that 
Vancouver I s l a n d and l a t e r the lower mainland were the 
c h i e f p o i n t s of entry to and supply of the pr o v i n c e , set 
the scene f o r extensive governmental involvement i n 
dec i s i o n s a f f e c t i n g the province's development. Douglas' 
i n i t i a l r e s p o n s i b i l i t y was to administer f o r the b e n e f i t 
of the Hudson's Bay Company. As Governor, he continued 

to act as though he were ad m i n i s t e r i n g a p r i v a t e 
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company.^ D u r i n g the whole o f the c o l o n i a l p e r i o d , a l l 

i m p o r t a n t d e c i s i o n s emanated from V i c t o r i a . 

A f a c i l i t a t i n g f a c t o r i n t h i s c e n t r a l i z e d c o n t r o l 

was the n a t u r e o f i m m i g r a t i o n i n t o the p r o v i n c e d u r i n g the 

c o l o n i a l and p o s t - c o l o n i a l p e r i o d s . The f i r s t g r e a t i n f l u x 

o f p e o p l e came d u r i n g the g o l d r u s h which began i n 1858 and 

f i n a l l y p e t e r e d out i n the Yukon i n the l 8 9 0 ' s . P r o s p e c t o r s 

moved no r t h w a r d i n t h e i r s e a r c h o r r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r home

l a n d ; v e r y few remained t o s e t up permanent communities. 

With l i t t l e i n t e r e s t on the p a r t o f t h e s e ephemeral com

m u n i t i e s i n becoming i n v o l v e d i n d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g , the job 

n a t u r a l l y f e l l t o V i c t o r i a . 

An even more i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r c o n t r i b u t i n g t o 

c o n t r o l by V i c t o r i a was the n a t u r e o f the province.'s 

w e a l t h — a f a c t o r which l e d t o V i c t o r i a ' s a l s o becoming 

the f i n a n c i a l c e n t e r o f the p r o v i n c e . S i n c e the p r o v i n c e ' s 

w e a l t h l a y i n h e r n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s — f i s h , t i m b e r , m i n e r 

a l s — a n d s i n c e the government c o n t r o l l e d t h e s e , t h o s e 

i n t e r e s t e d i n e x p l o i t i n g t h e s e r e s o u r c e s found i t p r o f i t -

M a rgaret A. Ormsby, B r i t i s h Columbia: a  
H i s t o r y (Vancouver, M a c M i l l a n Company o f Canada, 1 9 5 8 ) , 
See the account i n Cha p t e r s 5 and 6 . 
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a b l e t o s e t t l e i n V i c t o r i a so as t o be i n c l o s e t o u c h 

w i t h government d e c i s i o n s . T h i s t r e n d c o n t i n u e d i n the 

p o s t - c o l o n i a l p e r i o d , when B r i t i s h Columbia came under 

the sway o f a few w e a l t h y e n t r e p r e n e u r s — m e r c h a n t s , l a n d 

h o l d e r s , i n d u s t r i a l i s t s — w h o had by 1886 " p r o s p e r e d d u r i n g 

the days o f r a i l w a y c o n s t r u c t i o n , t a k e n up r e s i d e n c e i n 
24 

V i c t o r i a and t h e n c l o s e d r a n k s . " 

I t was i n e v i t a b l e t h a t t h i s g r owing e l i t e s h o u l d 

assume c o n t r o l o f the p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t u r e and g o v e r n , 

not i n the i n t e r e s t s o f the p e o p l e o f the p r o v i n c e , but 

i n t h e i r own s e l f - i n t e r e s t . As p r o f e s s o r Ormsby pu t s i t , 

" i n a s m a l l community l i k e B r i t i s h C o lumbia, where b u s i n e s s 

men and l a r g e p r o p e r t y owners sat. i n the House and where 

eve r y prominent b u s i n e s s man was known t o the l e g i s l a t o r s , 

i t was d i f f i c u l t f o r a p r e m i e r , who h i m s e l f had e x t e n s i v e 

i n v e s t m e n t s , t o r e f u s e r e q u e s t s made by h i s p o l i t i c a l 

a s s o c i a t e s .:! 

An example o f t h i s e a r l y s y m b i o t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p 

between ; . ; i;government and i n d u s t r y i s the case o f Robert 

Dunsmuir and h i s son James, whose i n f l u e n c e runs l i k e a 

24 

I b i d . , p. 304 

2 5 I b i d . , p. 307 
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t h r e a d t h r o u g h the f a b r i c o f e a r l y B. C. h i s t o r y . Much o f 

t h e development o f u n i o n i s m and t h e growth o f s o c i a l i s t 

p h i l o s o p h y i n the p r o v i n c e o c c u r r e d i n r e a c t i o n t o t h e 

i n f l u e n c e o f such i n t e r e s t s . Dunsmuir was B r i t i s h 
2 6 

Columbia's f i r s t g r e a t f i n a n c i a l baron. A miner when 

he a r r i v e d from S c o t l a n d i n 1851 t o work f o r the Hudson's 

Bay Company i n the Nanaimo mines, i t was not l o n g b e f o r e 

he t u r n e d h i s back on a w o r k i n g - c l a s s l i f e . I n 1855 the 

Company gave Dunsmuir t h e r i g h t t o o p e r a t e as an independent 
2 7 

c o a l p r o d u c e r on a thousand a c r e s ..of l a n d near Nanaimo. 

With h i s mine, p l u s the r i c h c o a l f i e l d s w hich he d i s c o v e r e d 

a t W e l l i n g t o n i n 1869 and t h e 1 , 9 0 0 , 0 0 0 a c r e s o f l a n d 

( i n c l u d i n g m i n e r a l r i g h t s ) which h i s company r e c e i v e d as a 

s u b s i d y f o r b u i l d i n g the Esquimalt-to-Nanaimo R a i l r o a d , 

26 
F o r d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t s and o t h e r r e f e r e n c e s t o 

the Dunsmuirs see Ormsby, B r i t i s h Columbia: A H i s t o r y , 
pp. 215-365 p a s s i m ; H a r o l d G r i f f i n , B r i t i s h Columbia: 
The P e o p l e ' s E a r l y S t o r y (Vancouver, T r i b u n e P u b l i s h i n g 
Co., 1 9 5 8 ) ; P a u l P h i l l i p s , No Power G r e a t e r : A C e n t u r y  
o f Labour i n B r i t i s h Columbia (Vancouver, B~! C. F e d e r a t i o n 
o f L abour, Boag F o u n d a t i o n , 1 9 6 7 ) . 

27 
The o n l y r e c o r d e d e x p l a n a t i o n which I have 

found f o r t h i s g i f t appears i n H a r o l d G r i f f i n , B r i t i s h  
Columbia: The P e o p l e ' s E a r l y S t o r y , p. 46, which says 
Dunsmuir o b t a i n e d t h e g r a n t o f l a n d as a reward f o r not 
g o i n g on s t r i k e w i t h t h e Nanaimo miners o v e r wages and 
w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s . C o n s i d e r i n g t h e s h o r t a g e o f miners 
due t o t h e d i s c o v e r y o f g o l d i n C a l i f o r n i a , and t h e g r e a t 
need f o r c o a l , i t i s not an e n t i r e l y i m p l a u s i b l e s t o r y . 
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Dunsmuir g a i n e d a v i r t u a l c o a l monopoly on Vancouver 

I s l a n d . By the l8 : 80's h i s r a i l w a y , c o a l mines, l a n d 

h o l d i n g s and f l e e t o f s h i p s t o s e r v i c e h i s e m p i r e , com

b i n e d t o make Dunsmuir the f i r s t i n a l o n g l i n e o f 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s i n B r i t i s h Columbia. A l t h o u g h h i s r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h the l e g i s l a t o r s were e x c e l l e n t , he moved t o f u r t h e r 

s t r e n g t h e n t h e s e t i e s by s t a n d i n g f o r the Nanaimo R i d i n g 

and b e i n g e l e c t e d i n 18.86 t o the B r i t i s h Columbia 

L e g i s l a t i v e Assembly. I r o n i c a l l y , he d e f e a t e d a c a n d i d a t e 

from the Workingmen's P r o t e c t i v e A s s o c i a t i o n , w h i c h had 

been formed i n 1879 t o " d e v i s e means f o r the a m e l i o r a t i o n 

o f the c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s o f t h i s P r o v i n c e i n 

2 8 

g e n e r a l . " A f u r t h e r i r o n y l a y i n the f a c t o f Dunsmuir's 

e l e c t i o n i n a p r e d o m i n a n t l y c o a l m i n i n g a r e a , where he 

fought l a b o u r u n r e m i t t i n g l y and used O r i e n t a l s f o r s t r i k e 

b r e a k i n g and as cheap l a b o u r . H i s son James a l s o e n t e r e d 

p o l i t i c s and was P r e m i e r from 1900 t o 1902 and L i e u t e n a n t 

Governor from 1906 t o 1909-

The c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f c a p i t a l and the c l o s e g o v e r n 

ment c o n n e c t i o n s w i t h the b i g i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , o f w hich the 

Dunsmuirs are o n l y one example, c o n t r i b u t e d t o t h e 

28 
P h i l l i p s , No Power G r e a t e r , p. 9 . 
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nourishment of r a d i c a l p o l i t i c s i n some areas o f B r i t i s h 

C olumbia. The combined power o f government and c o r p o r 

a t i o n was d i f f i c u l t t o s u c c e s s f u l l y oppose. Dunsmuir's 

a n t i - l a b o u r s t a n c e r e s u l t e d i n b i t t e r , l e n g t h y and b l o o d y 

s t r i k e s i n the Dunsmuir o p e r a t i o n s i n 1877, l 8 8 l , 1883 and 
29 

I 0 8 7 , and many o t h e r s h o r t e r work stoppages. Twice the 

government sent i n the m i l i t i a . 

I n a d d i t i o n t o s t r u g g l e s o v e r wages, weight tamper

i n g ( t h e men were p a i d on a p i e c e - w o r k b a s i s ) , o v e r 

c h a r g i n g at the company s t o r e , compulsory b u y i n g from the 

company s t o r e , e t c . , t h e r e were c o n t i n u a l s t r u g g l e s con

c e r n i n g s a f e t y c o n d i t i o n s . B r i t i s h Columbia had an 
30 

u n e n v i a b l e r e p u t a t i o n f o r m i n i n g d i s a s t e r s — s m a l l wonder 

when the s t a t i s t i c s f o r a c c i d e n t s i n B. C. are examined: 

1879, e x p l o s i o n I n W e l l i n g t o n — e l e v e n men k i l l e d ; l 8 8 l , 

e x p l o s i o n i n W e l l i n g t o n — s i x t y - f i v e k i l l e d ; 1884, W e l l i n g 

t o n e x p l o s i o n — t w e n t y - t h r e e k i l l e d ; 1887, e x p l o s i o n i n 

Nanaimo— 1 4 8 k i l l e d ; 1889, e x p l o s i o n i n W e l l i n g t o n — 

B e v e n t y - f i v e k i l l e d ; 190.9, e x p l o s i o n i n E x t e n s i o n — t h i r t y -

two k i l l e d . These f i g u r e s are e s p e c i a l l y s h o c k i n g i n 

^ I n c o n t r a s t , the.much' s m a l l e r B r i t i s h owned 
f i r m the Vancouver C o a l Company e n j o y e d i n d u s t r i a l peace 
from 1880 to 1901. 

F o r a s t o r y on t h i s r e p u t a t i o n see the C l a r i o n 
J a n . 12, 1970, p. 1. 
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l i g h t o f the f a c t t h a t at any p a r t i c u l a r t ime d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d , t h e r e were p r o b a b l y no more t h a n f o u r thousand / 
31 

men employed i n B r i t i s h Columbia's c o a l mines. F u r t h e r 

more, a l t h o u g h t h e r e were o t h e r mines i n o p e r a t i o r i ^ i n the 

p r o v i n c e , a l l o f t h e s e a c c i d e n t s o c c u r r e d i n the Dunsmuir 

o p e r a t i o n s . 

D u r i n g h i s l e g i s l a t i v e c a r e e r James Dunsmuir 

c o n t r i b u t e d f u r t h e r t o the development o f c l a s s c o n s c i o u s 

ness i n the m i n i n g areas o f B r i t i s h Columbia. While Dunsmuir 
32 

was P r e m i e r , J . W. Hawthornthwaite . managed t o have an 

amendment t o the C o a l Mines Act p a s s e d , r e q u i r i n g competency 

c e r t i f i c a t i o n f o r miners w o r k i n g at the c o a l f a c e . The 

Dunsmuir government, however, f a i l e d t o e n f o r c e the l e g i s 

l a t i o n . 

Such f l o u t i n g o f the law was not uncommon d u r i n g 

t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d o f B. C. h i s t o r y . D u r i n g McBride's f i r s t 

government ( 1 9 0 3 - 1 9 0 7 ) , P a r k e r W i l l i a m s , one o f the 
33 

S o c i a l i s t P a r t y M.L.A.s, i n t r o d u c e d an amendment t o the 

J P h i l l i p s , No Power G r e a t e r , p.9 . 

32 
E l e c t e d by a c c l a m a t i o n on a Labour t i c k e t i n a 

F e b r u a r y 190.0 b y - e l e c t i o n , he s u b s e q u e n t l y r a n on the 
S o c i a l i s t P a r t y t i c k e t and was a member o f the L e g i s l a t u r e 
from 1900 t o 1911 and from 1918 t o 1920. 

3 3 Hawthornthwaite (Nanaimo), P a r k e r W i l l i a m s 
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C o a l Mines R e g u l a t i o n Act r e q u i r i n g the p o s t i n g i n 

c o n s picuous p l a c e s o f mine p l a n s , t o enable f a s t e r 

escape i n the event of emergency. A l t h o u g h the amend

ment was c a r r i e d , i t was s t i l l n e c e s s a r y to I n s t i t u t e 

l e g a l p r o c e e d i n g s a g a i n s t the Dunsmuir i n t e r e s t s t o 

f o r c e them t o comply w i t h t h i s s e n s i b l e and h u m a n i t a r i a n 
34 

measure. 
Thus by the e a r l y 1 9 0 0 's i t was c l e a r t h a t the 

b a t t l e l i n e s were not o n l y formed but were a l s o more o r 

l e s s permanent. The p r e s ence as P r e m i e r o f a man whose 

mines had a s c a n d a l o u s s a f e t y r e c o r d , who had p i o n e e r e d 

the use o f s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s i n t h e p r o v i n c e and had 

f l o u t e d the l a b o u r l e g i s l a t i o n of the l a n d , p r o v i d e d 

ample f u e l f o r the r a d i c a l f i r e s . 

Of s i g n i f i c a n c e a l s o was the n a t u r e o f B r i t i s h 

Columbia's r e s o u r c e s , which r e q u i r e d o n l y l a r g e amounts 

of c a p i t a l and l a b o u r t o ready the f i s h , f u r s , m i n e r a l s 

( L a d y s m i t h ) , John M c l n n i s (Grand F o r k s ) . With W i l l i a m 
D a v i d s on ( S l o c a n ) who was e l e c t e d on an Independent 
Labour t i c k e t , they h e l d a b a l a n c e o f power which 
e n a b l e d them t o o b t a i n the s u p p o r t o f the McBride group 
f o r a s u b s t a n t i a l amount o f l a b o u r l e g i s l a t i o n . The 
l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i v i t y o f the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y members i s 
d i s c u s s e d i n g r e a t e r d e t a i l i n Chapter V I . • 

34 
C l a r i o n , J a n . 1 2 , 1 9 0 7 , p.4 . 
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and t i m b e r f o r . market. I n the p r o v i n c e ' s e a r l i e r h i s t o r y , 

f u r t r a p p i n g . , f i s h i n g and p l a c e r m i n i n g had been l a b o u r 

i n t e n s i v e i n d u s t r i e s , not r e q u i r i n g l a r g e amounts o f 

35 
c a p i t a l . 

As the r i v e r and stream beds became d e p l e t e d , 

p l a c e r s l u i c i n g gave way t o l o d e m i n i n g which r e q u i r e d 

e x t e n s i v e i n v e s t m e n t s i n e x p l o r a t i o n and c o n s t r u c t i o n 

b e f o r e any p a y - o f f c o u l d be r e a l i z e d . Even p l a c e r m i n i n g 

grew more e x p e n s i v e when i t became n e c e s s a r y t o c o n s t r u c t 

h y d r a u l i c f a c i l i t i e s f o r g o l d d e p o s i t e d below the r i v e r 

beds. The m i n i n g of copper, l e a d and z i n c i s _ h i g h l y 

c a p i t a l i n t e n s i v e t o o . These m e t a l s , a l o n g w i t h h s i l v e r , 

were d i s c o v e r e d i n l a r g e amounts i n the Kootenay-Boundary 

a r e a , and b e g i n n i n g about 1890. t h i s r e g i o n soon became 

prominent as a p r o d u c e r o f w e a l t h f o r the p r o v i n c e . B r i t i s h 

35 
T h i s i s the o n l y p e r i o d when we f i n d any 

s i m i l a r i t y between the n a t u r e o f employment i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia and t h a t o f h e r s i s t e r w e s t e r n p r o v i n c e s o f a 
l a t e r p e r i o d -- t h a t i s , t h e r e were l a r g e numbers o f 
independent e n t r e p r e n e u r s . 

36 
I n 1906, C D . Mason, C i t y S o l i c i t o r o f A t l i n , 

t o l d a r e p o r t e r o f the Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e , 
" I n d i v i d u a l m i n i n g on t h e w e l l known Greeks, i s almost a 
t h i n g o f the p a s t and b i g h y d r a u l i c companies are 
a c q u i r i n g p l a c e r c l a i m s from the miners at good f i g u r e s . " 
Canadian Annual Review, 1906-- -
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Columbia became "a 'company p r o v i n c e ' d o t t e d by company-
37 

owned o r company-based towns." I n h i s c o n c i s e h i s t o r y 

o f m i n i n g i n B r i t i s h C olumbia, A. F. F l u c k e d e s c r i b e s how 

q u i c k l y t h i s growth o c c u r r e d : 
When we l o o k at B r i t i s h Columbia d i r e c t o r i e s 
f o r 1891 we f i n d N e l s o n l i s t e d as h a v i n g a 
p o p u l a t i o n o f 1 5 0 , p l u s two o r t h r e e hundred 
t r a n s i e n t m i n e r s . Names such , as G.randforks ,. 

. . Greenwood, P h o e n i x , .Rossland, New Denver, 
Sandon, S l o c a n , K a s l o and F e r n i e , a re not 
even l i s t e d . . . B y 1898 i t i s a d i f f e r e n t s t o r y 
...Nelson has jumped t o a t h r i v i n g c i t y o f 
5 , 0 0 0 , F e r n i e and G r a n d f o r k s have 1 ,500 e a c h , 
Greenwood has 2 , 0 0 0 , K a s l o 2 , 5 0 0 , R e v e l s t o k e 
2 , 5 0 0 and R o s s l a n d i s b u r s t i n g w i t h 8 , 0 0 0 
p e o p l e . . . I n 1882 Kootenay had a m i n i n g 
p o p u l a t i o n o f e l e v e n p l a c e r m i n e r s ; by 1900 
t h e r e were 32 , 0 0 0 p e o p l e s e t t l e d i n the 
area.3 8 

The f i r s t miners and c a p i t a l came from the U n i t e d 
39 

S t a t e s , s i n c e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n from the so u t h was more 

5'Thomas M i c h a e l S a n f o r d , The P o l i t i c s o f P r o t e s t : 
The C o o p e r a t i v e Commonwealth F e d e r a t i o n and S o c i a l C r e d i t  
League i n B r i t i s h Columbia (Ph.D. T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y o f 
C a l i f o r n i a , 1 9 6 1 ) , p. 42. 

3 8 
A. F. F l u c k e "A H i s t o r y o f M i n i n g i n B r i t i s h 

C o l u m b i a " , T r a n s a c t i o n s o f the E i g h t h LB.CG.^Natural  
Resources Conference ( V i c t o r i a , 1955-) 

39 
T h i s American group o f im m i g r a n t s was a s i g n i f i 

cant p a r t o f the B. C. p o p u l a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
Kootenay-Boundary a r e a . E x c l u d i n g the n a t i v e - b o r n 
I n d i a n s and the A s i a t i c s , t he American-born made up 8-10% 
i n 1 9 0 1 . I n a b s o l u t e numbers the American-born i n B. C. 
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c o n v e n i e n t t h a n from the p r o v i n c e , where c o n n e c t i n g r a i l 

ways and roads were not y e t b u i l t . G e o g r a p h i c a l l y , the 

Kootenay-Boundary a r e a i s an. e x t e n s i o n o f the mountain 

s t a t e s s o u t h o f the b o r d e r . At an e a r l i e r d a t e , miners 

had moved i n t o Montana, Nevada, C o l o r a d o and Idaho, and 
40 

i t was now l o g i c a l f o r them t o move n o r t h w a r d , b r i n g i n g 

w i t h them t e n y e a r s ' e x p e r i e n c e o f b l o o d y l a b o u r b a t t l e s 

o v e r the decade 1891-1901 i n c r e a s e d 1 0 , 5 9 7 , from 5 , 5 6 7 t o 
1 7 , 1 6 4 , w h i l e d u r i n g the same p e r i o d the B r i t i s h - b o r n 
i n c r e a s e d l e s s , p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y ( 1 0 , 5 2 7 , from 20 ,103.-to' 
30,630), Canada Year Book, 1 9 1 1 , pp. 14 - 1 5 ; 1 9 1 2 , p. 47-
(The p e r c e n t f i g u r e s a re a p p r o x i m a t i o n s s i n c e i t i s d i f 
f i c u l t t o i s o l a t e t he n a t i v e I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n f i g u r e s i n 
the Census data.) 

40 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Union o f Mine, M i l l and S m e l t e r 

Workers' R e c o r d s , U.B.C., Angus Maclnnes C o l l e c t i o n , 
Box 151 and 1 5 8 , h e r e a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as Mine, M i l l 
R e c o r d s . A l l t h r o u g h t h e s e r e c o r d s t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e o f 
men h a v i n g worked on b o t h s i d e s o f t h e b o r d e r . The 
i n f l u e n c e o f Americans i s a l s o r e p o r t e d by H a r o l d 
K i n g s m i l l , A H i s t o r y o f R o s s l a n d and the T r a i l Creek  
D i s t r i c t (Studen and P e r i n e , R o s s l a n d , n . d . ) , pp. 9-24, 
quoted i n I s o b e l Bescoby, Some S o c i a l A s p e c t s o f the  
American M i n i n g Advance i n t o C a r i b o o and Kootenay (U.B.C., 
M.A. T h e s i s , 1 9 3 5)• "The 51 l e a d i n g c i t i z e n s o f R o s s l a n d 
i n 1897 ( c o n s i s t i n g o f c l a i m owners, merchants, and 
p r o f e s s i o n a l men) gave t h e i r o r i g i n as O n t a r i o f i f t e e n , 
U n i t e d S t a t e s o f America £si£] t w e n t y - e i g h t , Europe and 
o t h e r Canadian p r o v i n c e s e i g h t . P r a c t i c a l l y a l l the 
Europeans had had e x p e r i e n c e i n American mines and many 
of the O n t a r i o men had p r e v i o u s l y p r o s p e c t e d i n C a l i f o r n i a , 
Montana, Idaho, o r Washington," p. 78 . Bescoby's work 
g i v e s a good p i c t u r e o f the i n t e r m i n g l i n g o f B r i t i s h and 
American t r a d i t i o n s and pe o p l e i n . t h e Kootenay m i n i n g a r e a . 
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and t h e i r u n i o n . I t has been s a i d t h a t "American c a p i t a l , 

American men, and American money made Kootenay i n the 
i l l 

f i r s t p l a c e . " P r o f e s s o r Ormsby notes t o o t h a t t h i s 

r e g i o n was p e o p l e d p r e d o m i n a n t l y by American c i t i z e n s . 

She comments t h a t Bryan's p r e s i d e n t i a l campaign o f 1896 

aroused more i n t e r e s t t h e r e than d i d L a u r i e r ' s campaign 
42 

t h e same y e a r . 
With the development o f a g o v e r n m e n t - s u b s i d i z e d 

43 
r a i l r o a d i n t o the a r e a , Canadians and immigrant B r i t o n s 

a l s o f l o c k e d i n t o the r e g i o n . Imbued w i t h t h e v a l u e s o f 

u n i o n i s m , t h e s e immigrant tradesmen and miners brought t o 

Howay, F. W., Sage, W.N. and H. F. Angus, B r i t i s h  
Columbia and the U n i t e d S t a t e s , ( T o r o n t o , Ryerson P r e s s , 
1 9 4 2 ) , p. 2 9 8 . 

42 
Ormsby, p. 316 

43 
L i k e the American group, the B r i t i s h - b o r n were 

a s i g n i f i c a n t group i n e a r l y B. C. s o c i e t y . A g a i n e x c l u 
d i n g the n a t i v e - b o r n I n d i a n s and the A s i a t i c s ( t h e s e were 
s p e c i a l groups which e x i s t e d on t h e f r i n g e s o f s o c i e t y ) , 
the B r i t i s h - b o r n made up about 20% o f the p o p u l a t i o n i n 
B. C. i n 1 8 8 1 ; about 30% i n 1 8 9 1 ; and i n t h e census o f 
1 9 0 1 , about 20%. F o r Canada as a whole t h e comparable 
f i g u r e s a r e a p p r o x i m a t e l y 12%, 12% and J% r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
Canada-; 'fear Book, 1911 , PP- 14 - 1 5 ; 1912, p. 47- (The per 
cent f i g u r e s are a p p r o x i m a t i o n s , s i n c e i t i s d i f f i c u l t t o 
i s o l a t e t h e n a t i v e - b o r n I n d i a n p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e Census 
d a t a . ) See Chapter V I I I , f o o t n o t e 3 f o r t a b l e g i v i n g t h e 
b i r t h - p l a c e i n p e r c e n t a g e s o f the p o p u l a t i o n o f B r i t i s h 
C o lumbia, 1 8 8 1 - 1 9 2 1 . 
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B r i t i s h . Columbia the i d e a l s o f the F a b i a n s and the 

Marxism o f Hyndman's S o c i a l D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y . I n c o n t r a s t 

t o most o f the B r i t i s h who had e a r l i e r gone t o the U n i t e d 

S t a t e s and e a s t e r n Canada b e f o r e the advent o f the u n i o n 

and p o p u l i s t p o l i t i c a l movements, the B r i t i s h who l a t e r 

came t o B r i t i s h Columbia tended t o be e i t h e r c r a f t u n i o n -
r 

i s t s from urban c e n t e r s o r miners from the r a d i c a l m i n i n g 
44 

areas o f S c o t l a n d and the n o r t h o f E n g l a n d . A l r e a d y 

c o n v i n c e d of the w o r t h o f u n i o n s , t h e s e men, i f they c o u l d 

not f i n d a u n i o n when they a r r i v e d i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 

would soon s t a r t one. W a l l a c e L e f e a u x g r e a t l y p r a i s e d the 

B r i t i s h who moved i n t o t h e ' - p r o v i n c e , commenting t h a t 

unions seemed as i m p o r t a n t t o the tradesmen as d i d t h e i r 

44 
F o r example, J . G. ( G e o r d i e ) Morgan and John T. 

M o r t i m e r . Morgan was a Scot who had b e l o n g e d t o Hyndman's 
S o c i a l D emocratic F e d e r a t i o n b e f o r e coming t o Canada. He 
h e l p e d to o r g a n i z e the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f M a n i t o b a i n 
1902 and s h o r t l y a f t e r moved t o Vancouver, where he was . 
a c t i v e i n the Plumber's U n i o n , h e l d v a r i o u s p o s t s i n the 
SPC and became a n o t e d t e a c h e r o f M a r x i a n economics, w i t h 
c l a s s e s as l a r g e as 150 . L e t t e r from Hugh F a l k n e r , Aug. 
2 9 , 1 9 6 4 , i n p o s s e s s i o n o f the a u t h o r . M o r t i m e r , a l s o a 
S c o t , had been a member of the Canadian C o - O p e r a t i v e 
Commonwealth, Branch No. 10 at W i n n i p e g , i n 1 8 9 8 . He was 
an a c t i v e u n i o n i s t , a key o r g a n i z e r o f the movement which suc-
c e e d e d d M g e t t i n g A. W. P u t t e e e l e c t e d t o the House o f 
Commons on November 7 , 1 9 0 0 . A f t e r moving t o Vancouver 
i n 1 9 0 2 , he h e l d a number o f key p o s t s i n the SPBC and 
the SPC. C l a r i o n , Dec. 1 2 , 1908. 



34 

t o o l s . ' J 

Augmenting the i n f l u x of Americans and B r i t i s h 
were many immigrants from c o n t i n e n t a l Europe who c a r r i e d 
with them s o c i a l i s t s threads from the larg e Marxist 
p a r t i e s i n t h e i r home countries to weave i n t o the rough 
f a b r i c of t h e i r new homeland. 

The e a r l y p l a c e r miners were self-employed, but 
the miners at the tu r n of the century worked f o r wages 
i n dangerous c o n d i t i o n s . Moreover, they were i s o l a t e d 
i n homogeneous communities deprived of the moderating 
i n f l u e n c e s of church and family i n e s t a b l i s h e d communities. 
A l l these were c o n d i t i o n s which tended t o develop group 
consciousness and impel workers to seek r a d i c a l s o l u t i o n s 
to t h e i r problems. 

There was al s o the a t t i t u d e toward employers 
which the American miners had developed i n b r u t a l b a t t l e s 
with mine owners south of the border. In the mountain 

45 
Wallace Lefeaux, i n t e r v i e w , J u l y , 1966. 

46 
C. Kerr and A. S i e g e l , "The i'lnter-Industry 

Prospensity to S t r i k e " , A. Kornhauser, R. Dubin and 
A. M. Ross, eds., I n d u s t r i a l C o n f l i c t (New York, McGraw-
H i l l , 1 9 5 4 . ) 
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s t a t e s trie. WFM had been, unable to use conventional 
b a r g a i n i n g procedures because they, .were never strong 
enough to stand up to the combined oppos.lt.ion'..-of Lthe 

48 
owners and government. As a r e s u l t , conventional 
trade union t a c t i c s were replaced by v i o l e n c e ..and, under 
the f i n f l u e n c e f i r s t of Bryan and then Debs, by p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i o n . These t a c t i c s d i d not f i t w ith Gomper's American 
Federation of Labour (AFL) conservative unionism, and 
consequently the WFM l e f t the AFL i n 1898. They then 
formed the Western Labor Union, an i n d u s t r i a l union, and 

47 
Us e f u l studies of the WFM are: Melvyn Dubofsky, 

We S h a l l be A l l : A H i s t o r y of the I n d u s t r i a l Workers of  
the World (Chicago: Quadrangle Books, 1969); Vernon Jensen, 
Heritage of C o n f l i c t : A H i s t o r y of Labor R e l a t i o n s i n the  
Nonferrous Metals Industry to 1930 ( I t h a c a , N. Y., C o r n e l l 
U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1930); A l l e n D. Orr, The Western  
Federation of Miners and the Royal Commission on I n d u s t r i a l  
Disputes i n 1903 (M.A. T h e s i s , U.B.C., 1967); John H. M. 
L a s l e t t , ' " S y n d i c a l i s t S o c i a l i s m and the Western Federation 
of Miners", Labor and the L e f t : A Study of S o c i a l i s t s and  
R a d i c a l Influences In the American Labor Movement, l 8 8 l - 
1924, eds,, John H. M. L a s l e t t (New York, Bas i c Books, 
1970). 

48 
L a s l e t t , " S y n d i c a l i s t S o c i a l i s m and the WFM," 

p. 242, says that at the height of i t s power, the WFM had 
no more than 10% of the mining i n d u s t r y organized. The 
s i t u a t i o n i n B. C. was d i f f e r e n t : at one point about 60 
per cent of the i n d u s t r y was organized by the WFM. 

http://oppos.lt.ion
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i n 1902 c o n v e r t e d i t i n t o the American Labour Union (ALU) 

i n o r d e r t o c h a l l e n g e the AFL on a n a t i o n a l , r a t h e r t h a n 

merely a r e g i o n a l , b a s i s . 

Thus, when the American miners a r r i v e d i n 

B r i t i s h C o lumbia, the c u l t u r a l baggage they c a r r i e d i n -
49 

e l u d e d not o n l y p o p u l i s m and r a d i c a l i s m , but a l s o a 

f a i t h i n i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n i s m and p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , and 

l i t t l e e x p e c t a t i o n of o b t a i n i n g f a i r t r e a t m e n t from t h e i r 

e mployers. G i v e n t h a t much o f the c a p i t a l and many o f 

the mine managers too came from the U n i t e d S t a t e s , i t i s 

not s u r p r i s i n g t o f i n d many o f the same c o n f r o n t a t i o n s 

o c c u r r i n g i n the m e t a l m i n i n g a r e a o f B r i t i s h Columbia 

as those which had t a k e n p l a c e i n the Western U n i t e d 

S t a t e s . When the WFM f i r s t became e s t a b l i s h e d i n 

B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , i t behaved i n much the same way as a 

49 
P o p u l i s m i s a p o l i t i c a l i d e a l h a v i n g 

emphasis on d i r e c t r u l e and p a r t i c i p a t i o n by the p e o p l e . 
R a d i c a l i s m i s any k i n d of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n c a l l i n g f o r 
complete change o f some aspect o r a l l of s o c i e t y . 

50 
A number o f l i v e s were l o s t and much 

p r o p e r t y d e s t r o y e d d u r i n g t h e WFM's b a t t l e s w i t h the 
mine owners. See Chapter V, - . , 
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c o n v e n t i o n a l u n i o n - b a r g a i n i n g f o r b e t t e r wages and 

w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , b a c k i n g c a n d i d a t e s who s u p p o r t e d 
51 

l a b o u r , o p e r a t i n g a m e d i c a l p l a n , and even s e t t i n g up-
h o s p i t a l s . But the i n d u s t r i a l - f r o n t i e r m i l i e u of 

B r i t i s h C o lumbia, combined w i t h employers who r e f u s e d t o 

r e c o g n i z e the l e g i t i m a c y o f u n i o n s , soon pushed the WFM 

toward p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . S i n c e t h e i r u n i o n i n the U n i t e d 
53 

S t a t e s was l e d by s o c i a l i s t s , J i t was l o g i c a l t h a t the 

miners i n B r i t i s h Columbia s h o u l d choose t o s u p p o r t the 

S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f B. C. as the o n l y a c t i v e p o l i t i c a l 
54 

group which appeared t o sympathize w i t h t h e i r needs. 

51 
See Chapter I I I , pp. 93-94. 

52 
Mine, M i l l R e c o r d s , Box 1 5 7 , Angus M a c l n n i s 

C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.C. 

53 
See Chapter I V , p. 145. 

54 
These are the miners who comprised t h e 

membership o f the SPBC l o c a l s e s t a b l i s h e d by Cameron 
i n 1902. See Chapter I V , p;;, 119 f f . 
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I n the f i s h i n g i n d u s t r y changes s i m i l a r t o 

those which o c c u r r e d i n m i n i n g took p l a c e : ownership was 

c o n s o l i d a t e d , l e a d i n g t o the c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f peop l e 

around major f i s h i n g g rounds, which i n t u r n f a c i l i t a t e d 

c l o s e r communication of p o l i t i c a l i d e a s and u n i o n organ

i z a t i o n . D u r i n g the p o s t - c o l o n i a l p e r i o d , f i s h i n g and 

f i s h p r o c e s s i n g had been c a r r i e d on p r i m a r i l y by i n d i v i d u 

a l s o r s m a l l companies. Salmon s a l t i n g and c u r i n g began 

on the F r a s e r i n 1864 and salmon c a n n i n g i n 1870. I n 1882 

t h e r e were t h i r t e e n c a n n e r i e s on the F r a s e r ; i n . 1895 t h e r e 

were t h i r t y - o n e on the F r a s e r and seventeen elsewhere I n 

the p r o v i n c e . D u r i n g the f i v e y e a r d e p r e s s i o n , 1 8 9 3 - 1 8 9 8 , 

the i n d u s t r y , geared as i t was t o the w o r l d market, was 

v u l n e r a b l e and b a n k r u p t c i e s were common. T h i s , c o u p l e d 

w i t h a l a b o u r s h o r t a g e due t o the A l a s k a and Yukon g o l d 

r u s h , encouraged g r e a t e r m e c h a n i z a t i o n o f c a n n i n g o p e r a t i o n s 

and more e f f i c i e n t f i s h i n g methods, c a l l i n g f o r more c a p i t a l 

and amalgamation i n t o l a r g e r u n i t s . By the time the- de

p r e s s i o n ended, h a l f a dozen f i r m s p r o c e s s e d almost h a l f 
55 

the annual c a t c h . 

55. 
J . J . D e u t s c h , e t a l , Economics o f P r i m a r y  

P r o d u c t i o n i n - B r i t i s h C o lumbia, V o l . I l l , ( Vancouver, 
B.C. 1959) , pp, 1 8 - 2 0 . 
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The enormity of such c o n s o l i d a t i o n s and the 
degree to which i n d u s t r y i n B r i t i s h Columbia was c a p i t a l -
i n t e n s i v e can be seen i n Table 1 , which compares manu
f a c t u r i n g i n B r i t i s h Columbia to that of Ontario and of 
Canada as a whole. I t can be seen that the amount of 
c a p i t a l per f i r m i n B r i t i s h Columbia i s almost twice that 
f o r Ontario and Canada i n 1 9 0 0 , over twice as much i n 1905 

and almost three times as much i n 1910. In such circum
stances i t i s easy to see how B r i t i s h Columbia could come 
under the hegemony of a few wealthy entrepreneurs whose 
aggressiveness i n t a k i n g wealth from the province l a i d 
the foundations on which to b u i l d s o c i a l i s t c r i t i c i s m i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia. 

Very e a r l y i n i t s development, then, although 
i t was s t i l l a f r o n t i e r i n the sense of having u n l i m i t e d 
horizons to d i s c o v e r , B r i t i s h Columbia became an i n d u s t r i -

56 
a l i z e d f r o n t i e r a h i g h l y organized, c a p i t a l - i n t e n s i v e 
and r a t i o n a l i z e d labour economy. This meant that the 
p o p u l a t i o n d i v i d e d i n t o the "we-they" adversary r e l a t i o n 
ship of employer and employee much e a r l i e r i n i t s h i s t o r y 
than was the case with the other provinces of Canada — a 

56 
" I n d u s t r i a l i z e d " here r e f e r s to resource 

e x t r a c t i o n , not.to manufacturing. 
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TABLE 1 

CAPITAL INVESTMENT COMPARISONS 

No. of Manufacturing T o t a l Amount of Average C a p i t a l 
Establishments* C a p i t a l Investment* Investment per 

Establishments** 

1900 

Canada 
Ontario 
B.C. 

Canada 
Ontario 
B.C. 

14 ,650 

6 , 5 4 3 

392 

15 ,796 

7 ,996 

459 

446 ,916 ,487 

214 ,972,275 

22 , 9 0 1 , 8 9 2 

1905 

846 ,585 ,023 

397,484 ,705 

5 3 , 0 2 2 , 0 3 3 

3 0 , 5 0 0 

3 2 , 9 0 0 

58,400 

5 3 , 6 0 0 

49 ,700 

115,516 

Canada 
Ontario 
B.C." 

19 ,215 

8 , 0 0 1 

651 

1910 

1,247,583,609 

595,394,608 

123,027 ,521 

64,900 

74,400 

189,000 

* From the Canada Year Book, 1912 , p. 8 2 . Establishments of 
f i v e or more employees. 

**, I t i s p o s s i b l e these average f i g u r e s are s l i g h t l y 
exaggerated since new i n d u s t r i e s show a higher investment 
r a t e than do e s t a b l i s h e d ones. However, the f i g u r e s do 
show a high growth rate f o r Canada and Ontario too, so the 
average C a p i t a l Investment per Establishment i s probably 
not much d i s t o r t e d , i f at a l l . 
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f a c t w hich had i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the type o f r a d i c a l i s m t h a t 

grew up i n B r i t i s h Columbia as compared t o the r e s t o f 

Canada. On the p r a i r i e s , f o r example, the "we-they" o f 

prime i m p o r t a n c e was the West v s . E a s t e r n f i n a n c i a l I n f l u -
57 

ences. The i m p o r t a n t d i f f e r e n c e was t h a t the r e s t o f 

the c o u n t r y f i r s t e v o l v e d as a n a t i o n o f s m a l l l andowners, 

whereas B r i t i s h Columbia d i d n o t . While o t h e r Western 

p r o t e s t movements drew on " p r o g r e s s i v i s m " and F a b i a n 

S o c i a l i s m t i n g e d w i t h p o p u l i s m , i n B r i t i s h C o lumbia, 

where "wage-slaves" abounded, the c l a s s a n a l y s i s o f Marx 

appeared t o be more r e l e v a n t . 

The g e o g r a p h i c a l i s o l a t i o n o f B r i t i s h Columbia's 

m i n i n g , f i s h i n g and lumber communities a l s o had a s i g n i f i 

cant e f f e c t on p o l i t i c a l developments i n the p r o v i n c e and 

more s p e c i f i c a l l y on the development o f s o c i a l i s m . S i t u a t e d 

The p o l i t i c a l p r o t e s t movements o f the West are 
w e l l documented: J.A. I r v i n g , The S o c i a l C r e d i t Movement 
i n A l b e r t a ( T o r o n t o , U n i v e r s i t y o f T o r o n t o P r e s s , 1959); 
S...M. L i p s p t , A g r a r i a n - Socia.lis.m,; ,The , C o o p e r a t i v e Common 
weal th;.,. Feedera,tipn;,..,in -Saskat chew an (Berkhey:: U n i v e r s i t y o f 
C a 1 i f o r n i a ' P r e s s , ' 195 0 ) ; "C'. B.' Macp h e r s o n, Democracy i n  
Alberta';'_(TorontoV. JJnlvers'l'ty ' o f .'Toronto 'Press , 1953) ; W.L. 
Morton, The P r o g r e s s i v e .Part,y i n Canada' ( T o r o n t o , U n i v e r s i t y 
o f To r o n t o P r e s s , .1,95.0) ;. ,P ..F." SharpV^TKerAg-rarian R e v o l t  
i n Western Canada ( M i n n e a p o l i s , U n i v e r s i t y o f Minnesota", 
P r e s s , 1948); W.D. Young, The Anatomy o f a P a r t y ( T o r o n t o , 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Toronto PressT) 



42 

i n rugged mountainous t e r r a i n o r on remote ocean shores 

b e f o r e the advent o f r a d i o o r telephone,, the workers f e l t 

a c u t e l y i s o l a t e d . Coupled w i t h t h i s were the p e r v a d i n g 

economic v u l n e r a b i l i t y o f t h e B.C. economy t o world..business 

c y c l e f l u c t u a t i o n s , the p e r i o d s o f mass unemployment due t o 

the p r o v i n c e ' s extreme s p e c i a l i z a t i o n i n r e s o u r c e i n d u s t r i e s , 

and the dominant power of one employer, a l l o f which c o n t r i 

b u t e d t o w o r k e r s ' i n s e c u r i t y . Many men i n such communities 
58 

t u r n e d t o r e l i g i o n , a l c o h o l o r p r o s t i t u t e s . Others 

hungered f o r new i n s t i t u t i o n s w hich might p r o v i d e them w i t h 

a sense o f s e c u r i t y and new i d e a s which h e l d out some hope 

f o r the f u t u r e . L i t t l e wonder t h a t many embraced the 

u n i o n s , which p r o v i d e d the f o r m e r , and s o c i a l i s m , w hich 

p r o m i s e d the l a t t e r . . 
59 

P r o f e s s o r Frank U n d e r h i l l , i n a t t e m p t i n g t o 

i s o l a t e the reasons f o r the l a c k o f a d i s t i n c t i v e Canadian 

58 

See James H. Gray, Red L i g h t s on the P r a i r i e s 
( T o r o n t o : M a c m i l l a n o f Canada", 19 71) and Bc.oze ( T o r o n t o : 
M a c m i l l a n o f Canada, 1 9 7 2 ) . ' 

59 
Frank U n d e r h i l l , l e c t u r e i n Canadian H i s t o r y 

c o u r s e , U.B.C., J u l y , 1952. 
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r a d i c a l i d e o l o g y , p l a c e s much importance on the p r e d o m i n a n t l y 

a g r a r i a n l i f e o f e a r l y Canada. Canadians, he s a y s , had no 

i d e a of the meaning o f " r i c h " and "poor" i n urban l i f e be

cause t h e i r l i f e was e s s e n t i a l l y r u r a l . C o n s e q u e n t l y , he 

a r g u e s , they were not i n t e r e s t e d i n economic democracy 

(economic e q u a l i t y ) , but o n l y i n p o l i t i c a l democracy. The 

unique case o f B r i t i s h Columbia makes I t d i f f i c u l t t o sub

s t a n t i a t e t h i s h y p o t h e s i s f o r Canada as a whole, f o r i n 

the s m a l l urban communities, o f B r i t i s h Columbia economic 

i s s u e s were an i m p o r t a n t c o n c e r n , c o n t r i b u t i n g t o the growth 

of more r a d i c a l s o c i a l i s t i d e a s than those i n the p r e 

d o m i n a n t l y r u r a l areas o f Canada. The l a c k o f a br o a d 

f a m i l y farm base as a sou r c e of sustenance t o which workers 

c o u l d r e t u r n d u r i n g p e r i o d s o f unemployment a l s o encouraged 

u n i o n m i l i t a n c y and s u p p o r t f o r s o c i a l i s m . 

I s o l a t i o n from the mainstream o f Canadian a f f a i r s 

a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d t o B r i t i s h Columbia's uniqueness among 

the p r o v i n c e s . B e f o r e the c o m p l e t i o n o f the C.P.R., e n t r a n c e 

t o B r i t i s h Columbia was by sea and from the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

Most o f the e a r l y miners coming i n t o the Kootenay-Boundary 

a r e a were Americans. News a r r i v e d v i a American newspapers 

and t r a v e l l e r s coming through P a c i f i c Coast p o r t s such as 

San F r a n c i s c o . Many o f the e a r l y s e t t l e r s had c o n n e c t i o n s 
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w i t h the United States which gave them an i n t e r e s t i n 
American a f f a i r s , though they could not i n f l u e n c e them. 
The.Rocky Mountains e f f e c t i v e l y cut o f f t r a v e l from the 
r e s t of Canada, and even a f t e r completion of the C.P.R. 
the t r i p was arduous, expensive and time-consuming. News 
came from the East l e s s f r e q u e n t l y than from the South and, 
because the East was so remote, news from there seemed l e s s 
r e l e v a n t . Since B r i t i s h Columbians could not Influence 
events i n the United States and had l i t t l e d e s i r e to 
in f l u e n c e n a t i o n a l Canadian events i n t e r e s t i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia p o l i t i c s was paramount. I t i s noteworthy that i n 
i t s more than one hundred years of existence Canada has 
never had a p r i n c i p a l p o l i t i c a l leader or policy-maker from 
B r i t i s h Columbia. T y p i c a l l y , among B r i t i s h Columbia 
s o c i a l i s t s the i n f l u e n c e of American r a d i c a l s was much 
greater than any i n f l u e n c e coming from Eastern Canada. 
B r i t i s h Columbia's concerns w i t h Confederation were p r i m a r i l y 
m a t e r i a l ones. 

In 1 8 7 1 , as i n 1 9 7 1 , the "good l i f e " f o r B r i t i s h 
Columbia e s s e n t i a l l y meant m a t e r i a l w e l l - b e i n g . The 
province's r e l a t i o n s with Ottawa have always been marked by 
f i n a n c i a l d isputes: f i r s t the trans-Canada railway and the 
naval dock at Esquimalt, then McBride's many v i s i t s to 
Ottawa to negotiate b e t t e r f i n a n c i a l terms f o r B r i t i s h 
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Columbia, l a t e r P a t t u l l o ' s . r e c a l c i t r a n c e r e g a r d i n g the 

R o w e l l - S i r o i s recommendations, and i n more r e c e n t t i m e s 

the S o c i a l C r e d i t government's c o n s t a n t a c c u s a t i o n s t h a t 

Ottawa was " d r a i n i n g the g o l d e n goblet, o f B r i t i s h Columbia." 

As Sage p o i n t s out,, a f t e r c o m p l e t i o n o f the Canadian 

P a c i f i c R a i l r o a d , f e d e r a l p o l i t i c s p l a y e d l i t t l e p a r t i n 

B r i t i s h Columbia p o l i t i c s . ^ U n l i k e the p r a i r i e p r o v i n c e s , 

where the farmers were a c u t e l y a f f e c t e d by Ottawa's t a r i f f 

p o l i c i e s , B r i t i s h Columbia's m i n e r s , f i s h e r m e n and lumber

j a c k s were l e s s a f f e c t e d by Ottawa's a c t i o n s than by the 

e x p l o i t a t i o n o f e n t r e p r e n e u r s a i d e d and a b e t t e d by the 

p r o v i n c i a l government i n t h e i r d r i v e f o r i n d u s t r i a l empire. 

P o l i t i c a l wars i n the p r o v i n c e were fought on B r i t i s h 

Columbia i s s u e s , w h i l e i n o t h e r p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y 

n a t i o n a l i s s u e s were more o f t e n t h r u s t i n t o p r o v i n c i a l 

p o l i t i c s . I n B r i t i s h Columbia the f e d e r a l system.of g o v e r n 

ment a c t u a l l y h e l p e d the L e f t by p r o v i d i n g a d i s t i n c t p o l i t i 

c a l a rena i n which s u p p o r t f o r the L e f t was r e l a t i v e l y 

s t r o n g . I n the p r o v i n c e s where n a t i o n a l i s s u e s i m p i n ged on 

60 . . n 

W a l t e r N. Sage, " F e d e r a l P a r t i e s and P r o v i n c i a l 
P o l i t i c a l Groups i n B r i t i s h C olumbia, 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 0 3 , " The 
B r i t i s h . C o l u m b i a H i s t o r i c a l Q u a r t e r l y 12 ( A p r i l , 1 9 4 8 ) , 
pp. 151-169- " " 
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p r o v i n c i a l . p o l i t i c s , however, f e d e r a l i s m tended t o have a 

d e l e t e r i o u s e f f e c t on the growth o f s o c i a l i s m , s i n c e 

r e g i o n a l views o f n a t i o n a l .issues f r e q u e n t l y c r o s s e d c l a s s 

l i n e s . 

The prominence of l o c a l i s s u e s , however, d i d 

mean t h a t the most a b l e men tended t o be i n p r o v i n c i a l 

p o l i t i c s , a f a c t which made i t more d i f f i c u l t f o r the 
61 

s o c i a l i s t s t o make p o l i t i c a l g a i n s . From 1903 t o 1915 , 

McBride was p r e m i e r o f the p r o v i n c e . He demonstrated 

g r e a t p o l i t i c a l a p t i t u d e , seeming t o know t o what e x t e n t 

he s h o u l d c o u r t l a b o u r , how v o c i f e r o u s l y h e . s h o u l d censure 

Ottawa, when t o s u p p o r t the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y ' s proposed 

b i l l s and when t o borrow t h e i r i d e a s . He c o n s t i t u t e d a 

f o r m i d a b l e opponent: w i t h men o f l e s s e r a b i l i t y i n p r o v i n 

c i a l p o l i t i c s , the s o c i a l i s t s would undoubtedly have had 

g r e a t e r i n f l u e n c e . 

61 
The most a b l e s o c i a l i s t s were a l r e a d y -. 

c o n c e n t r a t e d p r o v i n c i a l l y b e c a u s e , due t o the l a r g e f e d e r a l 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s , they c o u l d not get e l e c t e d n a t i o n a l l y . 
Thus, had Canadian n a t i o n a l i s s u e s a t t r a c t e d the b e s t 
C o n s e r v a t i v e s and L i b e r a l s , the s o c i a l i s t s would have 
e n j o y e d a weaker o p p o s i t i o n i n B. nC. The SPC always r a n 
c a n d i d a t e s i n f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n s and "the C l a r i o n o f t e n 
c overed n a t i o n a l and i n t e r n a t i o n a l e v e n t s , but i n day-to-day 
p o l i t i c a l w a r f a r e the p a r t y was e s s e n t i a l l y a B.C. p a r t y . 
Under a f e d e r a l system, however, " s o c i a l i s m i n one p r o v i n c e " 
( p a r t i c u l a r l y s o c i a l i s m o f the SPC v a r i e t y ) would not have 
been p o s s i b l e . T h i s problem i s d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r i n 
Chapter IX. 
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The slow p r o c e s s o f t r a n s p l a n t i n g f e d e r a l 

p a r t i e s t o the p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l i n B r i t i s h Columbia a l s o 
6 2 

h e l p e d the s o c i a l i s t s t o r e c r u i t a p o l i t i c a l f o l l o w i n g . 

A l t h o u g h p o l i t i c a l campaigns were fought on a group 

b a s i s from the time B r i t i s h Columbia e n t e r e d C o n f e d e r a t i o n , 

p a r t y p o l i t i c s w i t h i t s a t t e n d a n t p a r t y d i s c i p l i n e i n the 

l e g i s l a t u r e d i d not take h o l d u n t i l R i c h a r d McBride formed 

the f i r s t a l l - C o n s e r v a t i v e government i n 1903- P r i o r t o 

t h i s time the two o p p o s i n g groups v y i n g f o r p o l i t i c a l 

power a t the p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l i n c l u d e d b o t h L i b e r a l s and 

C o n s e r v a t i v e s . S i n c e the workers were not m o b i l i z e d i n t o 

the o l d l i n e p a r t i e s p r i o r t o i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , the 

s o c i a l i s t s had the o p p o r t u n i t y t o w i n t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e — 

an o p p o r t u n i t y which was not a v a i l a b l e t o . s o c i a l i s t s i n the 

M a r i t i m e s , Quebec "and O n t a r i o . I n the s e areas the two 

o l d - l i n e p a r t i e s were a p p e a l i n g f o r v o t e s b e f o r e i n d u s t r i 

a l i z a t i o n and b e f o r e workers became much aware o f M a r x i a n 

s o c i a l i s m . B r i t i s h C o lumbia, however, was moving i n t o 

i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n at the v e r y time the s o c i a l i s t s were 

62 
F o r a r e v i e w of B.C. p o l i t i c s d u r i n g t h i s 

e a r l y p e r i o d see W a l t e r N. Sage, " F e d e r a l P a r t i e s and 
P r o v i n c i a l P o l i t i c a l Groups i n B r i t i s h C o lumbia, 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 0 3 " ; 
E d i t h D o b i e , "Some As p e c t s o f P a r t y H i s t o r y i n B r i t i s h 
C o l umbia, 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 0 3 , " P a c i f i c H i s t o r i c a l Review ( J u n e , 
1 9 3 2 ) , pp. ' 2 3 5 - 2 5 1 ; E.;B. M e r c e r , P o l i t i c a l Groups i n 
B r i t i s h C o lumbia. 1 8 8 3 - 1 8 9 8 ,(M.A. T h e s i s , U.B.C., 1 9 3 7 ) . 



48 

a p p e a r i n g on the scene and j u s t when p r o v i n c i a l p o l i t i c s 

a l o n g f e d e r a l p a r t y l i n e s were b e g i n n i n g . As a r e s u l t ^ 

s o c i a l i s t s d i d not f i n d t h a t t h e i r o n l y s o u r c e o f s u p p o r t 

was among C o n s e r v a t i v e o r L i b e r a l c o n v e r t s ; t hey c o u l d 

a p p e a l t o workers who were not y e t committed. The 

i m p o r t a n c e o f t h i s phenomenon and o f the s o c i a l i z a t i o n 

p r o c e s s i s d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r i n C h a p t e r I X . 

I t i s a g a i n s t t h i s b a c kground, t h e n , t h a t the 

growth and i n f l u e n c e o f s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h Columbia must 

be v i e w e d , f o r i t was these s o c i a l , economic, p o l i t i c a l 

and c u l t u r a l f a c t o r s , unique i n Canada, which n u r t u r e d a 

more r a d i c a l b r a n d of s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h Columbia t h a n 

i n the r e s t o f the c o u n t r y : the n a t u r e and abundance o f the 

p r o v i n c e ' s n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s l e a d i n g t o c o n c e n t r a t i o n o f 

c a p i t a l and the r a p i d growth o f company towns; e a r l y 

c e n t r a l i z a t i o n o f c o n t r o l by V i c t o r i a c o u p l e d w i t h a 

s y m b i o t i c r e l a t i o n s h i p between government and i n d u s t r y ; a 

p a r t i c u l a r type o f immigrant b r i n g i n g p o p u l i s t and r a d i c a l 

i d e a l s from the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and u n i o n i s m , F a b i a n and 

M a r x i s t i d e a l s from B r i t a i n and o t h e r p a r t s o f Europe. 

Augmented by the l a c k o f an a g r a r i a n b a s e , the p r o v i n c e ' s 

g e o g r a p h i c a l and p o l i t i c a l i s o l a t i o n from the Canadian 
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mainstream, the b e l a t e d establishment of f e d e r a l p a r t i e s 
on the p r o v i n c i a l scene and dynamic s o c i a l i s t l e a d e r s h i p 
i n the p r o v i n c e , the stage was set f o r a d i f f e r e n t k i n d 
of s o c i a l i s t " drama than that which appeared on other 
p r o v i n c i a l scenes. 

By no means, of course, i s i t intended to imply 
that t h e S e n t i r e province was a hotbed of s o c i a l i s t support. 
Most of the workers' votes during t h i s p e r i o d s t i l l went 
to the Conservatives and L i b e r a l s . In the m u l t i p l e r i d i n g 
of the C i t y of Vancouver the s o c i a l i s t candidates always 
shared the bottom of the p o l l w i t h any labour or independent 
candidates who ran, although i n the p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n s of 
1 9 0 3 , 1 9 0 7 , 1909 and 1912 the s o c i a l i s t s ' percentage of 
votes cast i n the r i d i n g s outside Vancouver and V i c t o r i a 

6 3 
was approximately 8 , 21^ 25 and 25 per cent r e s p e c t i v e l y . 
Only i n the c o a l mining communities of Vancouver I s l a n d 
and the metal mining communities of the Kootenay area d i d 
the workers support the s o c i a l i s t cause to a s i g n i f i c a n t 
degree. But there was s u f f i c i e n t support i n these areas 
to s u s t a i n the SPC over a number of years and to b u t t r e s s 
i t s members'pbelief that B r i t i s h Columbia was on i t s way 
to a Marxist s a l v a t i o n . 

6 3 S e e Chapter V I , pp. 252-269 
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The s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the e a r l y s o c i a l i s t s i n 

B r i t i s h Columbia l a y not i n t h e i r numbers, t h e i r e l e c t o r a l 

s uccess nor t h e i r l e g i s l a t i v e accomplishments ( a l t h o u g h 

the l a t t e r were c o n s i d e r a b l e , c o n s i d e r i n g the number o f 
6 4 

members a c t u a l l y e l e c t e d ) , but i n t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l 

a c t i v i t i e s , t h e i r i n f l u e n c e on the u n i o n s , and i n the number 

of SPC members who c a r r i e d the s o c i a l i s t i d e a l i n t o o t h e r 

p o l i t i c a l endeavours a f t e r the demise o f the p a r t y . These 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s are r e f e r r e d t o t h roughout t h i s s tudy and 

d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r i n the c o n c l u d i n g c h a p t e r . 

64 
Chapter V I , pp. 269-276 
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CHAPTER I I 

ROOTS AND BEGINNINGS 

Economic development i n B r i t i s h Columbia q u i c k l y 

a c c e l e r a t e d f o l l o w i n g t h e c o m p l e t i o n i n 1885 o f t h e Canadian 

P a c i f i c R a i l w a y , which connected t h e P a c i f i c Coast w i t h 

C e n t r a l Canada and t h e r e b y p r o v i d e d the communication c h a i n 

n e c e s s a r y t o f u r n i s h money, l a b o u r , m a t e r i a l s , markets and 

the f l o w o f i d e a s . The i n i t i a l boom, however, was s h o r t 

l i v e d . The American f i n a n c i a l c r i s i s o f the l 8 9 0's r e v e r 

b e r a t e d i n B r i t i s h Columbia, r e s u l t i n g i n an i n d u s t r i a l 

slump which l a s t e d from 1893 t o 1898. Unemployment grew, 

soup k i t c h e n s were s e t up i n Vancouver c h u r c h e s , and t h e 

p r o v i n c e endured f i v e b l e a k y e a r s o f hard t i m e s . 1 

I t was d u r i n g t h i s l a s t decade o f the n i n e t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y and the boom p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g t h e f i v e - y e a r slump 

t h a t s o c i a l i s t i d e a s which had t h e i r i n t e l l e c t u a l r o o t s i n 

Europe came t o B r i t i s h Columbia v i a E a s t e r n Canada and t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . Up t h e P a c i f i c Coast came men such as E. T. 

K i n g s l e y from C a l i f o r n i a ; a c r o s s the b o r d e r from t h e mountain 

Margaret A. Ormsby, B r i t i s h Columbia: a H i s t o r y , 
p. 313 . But the v a l u e o f m i n e r a l output d u r i n g t h e slump 
h e l d i t s own and t h e n i n c r e a s e d r a p i d l y . I n 1894 i t was 
about $ 4 . 2 m i l l i o n , but t h i s had grown t o $ 2 0 . 1 m i l l i o n 
by 1 9 0 1 . Annual Report o f the M i n i s t e r o f M i n e s , 1 9 2 3 , 
P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h Columbia ( V i c t o r i a ; 1 9 2 4 ) , p. A7. 



s t a t e s came members o f the Western F e d e r a t i o n o f M i ners (WFM), 

b r i n g i n g w i t h them a r a d i c a l p h i l o s o p h y d e v e l o p e d d u r i n g a 

s e r i e s o f p r o l o n g e d and v i c i o u s b a t t l e s w i t h management and 

government. From o v e r the R o c k i e s came men and. such news

papers as the C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , b r i n g i n g news o f C h r i s t i a n 

S o c i a l i s m , Henry George's S i n g l e Tax, the C o o p e r a t i v e Common

w e a l t h o f L o u i s G r o n l u n d , and t h a t embodiment of d i s s e n s i o n , 

D a n i e l DeLeon's S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y . 

T h i s c h a p t e r uncovers the i n t e l l e c t u a l r o o t s o f B r i t i s h 

C olumbia s o c i a l i s m and t r a c e s the h i s t o r y o f the f i r s t a c t i v e 

groups. 

C l e a r l y , no e x a c t p o i n t i n time can b e . s a i d t o mark 

the a r r i v a l o f s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h Columbia as i t s i n f l u e n c e s 

were borne by immigrants from o t h e r p a r t s o f Canada, from Great 

B r i t a i n and the U n i t e d S t a t e s . From the b e g i n n i n g , the s o c i a l i s t 

movement i n B r i t i s h Columbia embraced a v a r i e t y o f d o c t r i n e s , 

p a r t i e s and movements. I t would be a s i m p l e m a t t e r t o a s c r i b e 

l a b e l s and a s s i g n o r i g i n s on the b a s i s o f the type o f s o c i a l i s m — 

F a b i a n , C h r i s t i a n and Reform s o c i a l i s t would be l i s t e d as coming 

from E a s t e r n Canada and Great B r i t a i n , f o r the most p a r t , w h i l e 

the r a d i c a l M a r x i s t o r i e n t a t i o n would be c r e d i t e d t o Germany v i a 

the United. S t a t e s — b u t t h i s would be a f a l s e c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

s i n c e r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h Columbia f r e q u e n t l y 
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spoke w i t h a B r i t i s h a c c e n t . 

U n t i l 1903 t h e r e were no p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s r e p r e s e n t 

i n g d i f f e r e n t i d e o l o g i e s as such i n t h e B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a l e g 

i s l a t u r e . 2 R a t h e r i t was a case o f p o l i t i c a l o p p o r t u n i s m : 

each p o l i t i c a l g r o u p i n g , w h i c h sometimes i n v o l v e d d i f f e r e n t 

c o a l i t i o n s o f t h e same group o f men, 3 b i d f o r power on t h e 

b a s i s t h a t i t c o u l d do t h e same t h i n g s as the o t h e r s , o n l y 

b e t t e r . As n o t e d i n C h a p t e r I , t h e group o f men g o v e r n i n g 

t h e p r o v i n c e were c h i e f l y merchants and e n t r e p r e n e u r s ; 

w o r k i n g c l a s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were not i n c l u d e d . I t i s not 

s u r p r i s i n g t h e n , t h a t even b e f o r e the advent o f a s o c i a l i s t 

p a r t y I n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , t h e workers sought a c c e s s t o 

the l e g i s l a t u r e i n o r d e r t o . p r o t e c t t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . I t 

i s d u r i n g t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d t h a t we see the o r i g i n s o f a ~ 

m i l i t a n t l a b o u r movement, w h i c h t h r o u g h o u t i t s . h i s t o r y has 

g i v e n v a r y i n g degrees o f s u p p o r t t o the s o c i a l i s t movement 

i n t h e p r o v i n c e . 

I n 1886 t h e Workingmen.'s P r o t e c t i v e A s s o c i a t i o n 

r a n c a n d i d a t e s i n V i c t o r i a and Nanaimo on a p l a t f o r m w h i c h 

s p e l l e d out t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e and c a l l e d . f o r r e g u l a t i o n s 

2VJ. N. Sage,. " F e d e r a l P a r t i e s and. P r o v i n c i a l P o l i t i c a l 
Groups i n B. C . 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 0 3 ", B. C. H i s t o r i c a l Q u a r t e r l y , 
1 2 , ( A p r i l , 1 9 4 8 ) . P. 1 5 1 . F o r f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n o f t h i s 
p o i n t see C h a p t e r I I I . 

,, 3 I b i d , p. 1 5 2 . 
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i n mine s a f e t y , a g e n e r a l n i n e ^ h o u r day, amendments t o the 

workmen*s l i e n law, t a x a t i o n o f l a n d s p e c u l a t o r s i n o r d e r 

t o r e s e r v e p u b l i c l a n d s f o r s e t t l e r s , and the e x c l u s i o n 

o f cheap O r i e n t a l l a b o u r , F our y e a r s l a t e r the M i n e r ' s and 

Mine L a b o u r e r ' s P r o t e c t i o n A s s o c i a t i o n succeeded i n h a v i n g 

the f i r s t l a b o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s e l e c t e d t o the l e g i s l a t u r e 
4 

--Thomas F o r r e s t e r and Thomas K e i t h . The A s s o c i a t i o n had 

been formed i n Nanaimo i n 1887 t o promote the e i g h t - h o u r day 

f o r underground w o r k e r s , u n i o n r e c o g n i t i o n , and the l i m i t a 

t i o n o f Chinese i m m i g r a t i o n . I n the 1890 e l e c t i o n they 

added Henry George's S i n g l e Tax t o t h e i r p l a t f o r m . I n every 

p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n s i n c e t h a t d a t e , t h e r e has been someone 
e l e c t e d t o the l e g i s l a t u r e on e i t h e r a Labour o r S o c i a l i s t 

5 
t i c k e t . 

Thus when s o c i a l i s m came t o B r i t i s h C o lumbia, b r i n g i n g 

a message o f unbounded b e n e f i c e n c e and a promise to the w o r k i n g 

c l a s s o f b e t t e r w o r k i n g c o n d i t i o n s , i t was c l e a r l y not i n a l i e n 

t e r r i t o r y , "Far from f i n d i n g ' v i r g i n , y e t f e r t i l e ground' i n 

^ P h i l l i p s , No Power G r e a t e r , p. 22. Ormsby, B r i t i s h 
Columbia: a H i s t o r y , p . 306'.' 

5 
F o r a good h i s t o r y , o f l a b o u r and l a b o u r p o l i t i c s i n 

e a r l y B r i t i s h . C o lumbia, see. Thomas Robert Loosmore, The 
' B r i - t l s f r CoTu'mfo^ and P o l i t i c a l A c t i o n 1 8 7 9 -
'19"0'6~;(M. A. - T h e s i s V U.B.C ... 1 9 5 4 ) ; Wh i l e the • s t o r y o f l a b o u r 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n i s not the s t o r y o f s o c i a l i s m . , ' i t was 
t h r o u g h a p p e a l i n g t o l a b o u r t h a t s o c i a l i s m d e r i v e d i t s 
s t r e n g t h , I f l a b o u r was m i l i t a n t , the m i l i t a n c y and s o c i a l ^ 
ism f e d on one a n o t h e r . 
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B r i t i s h " Columbia," as S a y w e l l p u t s i t , " s o c i a l i s m . f o u n d f e r t i l e 

s o i l w e l l - t i l l e d and de v e l o p e d by i t s p r e d e c e s s o r s . " ^ On t h i s 

s o i l were c a s t the seeds o f Marxism, o f p o p u l i s m and r a d i c a l i s m , 

and o f C h r i s t i a n and i d e a l i s t s o c i a l i s m as w e l l . 

I n December, 1 8 9 8 , A r t h u r Spencer, a C.P.R. employee 

who had o b t a i n e d a j o b t r a n s f e r t o Vancouver, and a member o f 
7 

the S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y (SLP) i n London, O n t a r i o , h e l d a 

DLoosmore, B. C. L a b o r , p. 1 0 8 . 

7 
The S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y o f the Dominion o f Canada 

was o r g a n i z e d i n O n t a r i o i n 1894 and had s e v e r a l s t r o n g 
branches t h e r e as w e l l as i n M o n t r e a l and Winnipeg. A s e c t i o n , 
had been o r g a n i z e d i n H a l i f a x but was never a c t i v e . A l o c a l 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n New Wes t m i n s t e r i n 1896 s u r v i v e d a few months 
and was even c o n f i d e n t enough to p u b l i s h i t s own newspaper, 
The P a t h f i n d e r , f o r a few i s s u e s . The P e o p l e , November 1 2 , 
1899 For rr.ore' on the e a r l y a c t i v i t y o f the SLP, s e e , "The 
H i s t o r y and P o l i c y of the SLP" a s e r i e s o f a r t i c l e s which 
appeared i n the V o i c e b e g i n n i n g i n F e b r u a r y , 1 8 9 6 , w r i t t e n 
by Henry B. A s h p l a n t o f London, O n t a r i o , who was the N a t i o n a l 
S e c r e t a r y . 

The SLP c o n t e s t e d every m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n i n b o t h 
T o r o n t o and London between 1898 and 1904. See the C l a r i o n , 
October 2 9 , 1904. 

The p l a t f o r m o f the SLP i n London i n c l u d e d the r e s t o r a 
t i o n t o the pe o p l e o f l a n d , the means o f p r o d u c t i o n , t r a n s 
p o r t a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n , and the e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a c o o p e r a t i v e 
commonwealth " o r g a n i z e d as a c l a s s c o n s c i o u s body aware o f t h e i r 
r i g h t s and det e r m i n e d t o conquer them by the c o n t r o l o f p u b l i c 
power.." C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , March 2 5 , 1 8 9 9 . 

P a u l P h i l l i p s , No G r e a t e r Power, connects the SLP i n 
the U n i t e d S t a t e s w i t h the Canadian body w i t h o u t i n d i c a t i n g 
on what .he-bases h i s a s s u m p t i o n , though i t i s c o r r e c t . The 
p l a t f o r m and c o n s t i t u t i o n o f the S o c i a l i s t L a b o r P a r t y of the 
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meeting i n the S u l l i v a n H a l l , thus s p a r k i n g the f o r m a t i o n o f 

the Vancouver Branch o f the SLP. With twenty-two c h a r t e r 

members, t h i s was the f i r s t group t o a c t i v e l y p r o p a g a t e s o c i a l 

ism i n B. C. 

The SLP was M a r x i s t , d o c t r i n a i r e , and l e d by one o f the 

most c o n t r o v e r s i a l f i g u r e s i n A m e r i c a n . s o c i a l i s m — D a n i e l DeLeon. 

From i t s i n c e p t i o n i n 1877 the p a r t y had e x p e r i e n c e d v a r y i n g 

degrees o f p o l i t i c a l s u c c e s s and f a i l u r e and was c o n t i n u a l l y 

haunted by t h a t s p e c t r e o f i d e o l o g i c a l m o v e m e n t s — f i s s i o n . I t s 
g 

complete p o l i t i c a l h i s t o r y i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s i s not germane 

h e r e , but i n t r a c i n g the i n t e l l e c t u a l w e l l - s p r i n g s o f s o c i a l i s m 

i n B r i t i s h Columbia s o m e . i n f o r m a t i o n about the background o f 

the SLP w i l l be h e l p f u l . I n the l 8 8 0's o n l y about t e n p e r c e n t 

o f the membership of the SLP i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s were n a t i v e 

Dominion o f Canada, as amended Sept. 2 , 1 9 0 1 , i s r e p r o d u c e d i n 
A p p e n d i x 1. I t i s s i m i l a r to t h a t adopted by the SLP o f the 
U n i t e d S t a t e s i n 1889 except f o r some s l i g h t v a r i a t i o n s t o 
adapt i t t o the Canadian c o n t e x t . The document.makes r e f e r e n c e 
to a d o p t i n g the n a t i o n a l organ of the SLP o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s 
as i t s own u n t i l such time as the Canadian p a r t y s h o u l d be i n 
a p o s i t i o n to e s t a b l i s h one. Thus the p a r t i e s were d o c t r i n a l l y 
i d e n t i c a l , but i t has not been p o s s i b l e t o f i n d , any i n f o r m a t i o n 
t o i n d i c a t e o f f i c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s o r f i n a n c i a l o r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s u p p o r t coming from the U. S. body. There i s no 
p r o v i s i o n i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n f o r the ..payment o f dues to the 
American body o r f o r j o i n t c o n v e n t i o n s . 

See Howard H. Q u i n t , The F o r g i n g o f American S o c i a l i s m , 
O r i g i n s o f the Modern Movement ( I n d i a n a p o l i s , B o b b s - M e r r i l l Co., 
1 9 5 3 , American H e r i t a g e S e r i e s , 1 9 6 4 . ) 
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Q 

American. When Morris H i l l q u l t j o i n e d the party at the 
end of the decade he commented on the "Amrican s e c t i o n " 
of the party: "We d i d not even appreciate the e x q u i s i t e 
humour of a p o l i t i c a l party of the United States e s t a b l i s h 
i n g a s o l i t a r y 'American s e c t i o n ' i n the metropolis £_New 
York ~2 of the c o u n t r y . " 1 ^ 

The SLP never d i d adjust to l i f e i n North America. 
As Quint s a i d , 

DeLeon...never understood the American t r a d i t i o n 
• emphasizing s o c i a l m o b i l i t y as opposed to c l a s s 
antagonism, compromise and pragmatic give and 
take r a t h e r than unbending, d o c t r i n a i r e , r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y determinism, and i n d i v i d u a l freedom of 
choice and dissent i n s t e a d of d i c t a t i o n from 
a r b i t r a r y a u t h o r i t a r i a n l e a d e r s h i p . H 
In o p p o s i t i o n to the American Federation of Labour 

(AFL), the SLP set up the S o c i a l i s t Trades and Labour A l l i 
ance (STLA), an i n d u s t r i a l union intended to serve as the 
labour arm of the SLP, which b e l i e v e d that a s u c c e s s f u l 
s o c i a l i s t s t a t e could not be r e a l i z e d unless the people 
were i n d u s t r i a l l y as w e l l as p o l i t i c a l l y organized. "As 

^Daniel B e l l , Marxian S o c i a l i s m i n the United States 
( P r i n c e t o n , New Jersey, P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1 9 6 7 ) , 
p. 25 . About 25 per cent of the American population were 
non-immigrants at the time. The S t a t i s t i c a l H i s t o r y of the  
U. S. from C o l o n i a l Times to the Present, n.d. 

1 0 M o r r i s H i l l q u i t , Loose Leaves from A Busy L i f e , N.Y, 
1934, p. 4 4 . 

1 1 Q u i n t , The Forging of American S o c i a l i s m , p. 174. 
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the S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y fought i n the p o l i t i c a l a r e n a 

a g a i n s t c a p i t a l i s t , c h a r l a t a n s , so would the S o c i a l i s t Trades 

and Labor A l l i a n c e s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t the f a k i r s o f the e s t a b ^ 
12 

l i s h e d u n i o n s i n the f i e l d o f l a b o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n . " T h i s 

put the SLP i n d i r e c t o p p o s i t i o n t o Samuel Gompers and the 

AFL p o l i c y o f " r e w a r d i n g y o u r f r i e n d s . " I t a l s o n e c e s s i 

t a t e d d u a l u n i o n i s m , w h i c h t u r n e d many o f the e x i s t i n g t r a d e 

u n ions and t h e i r members away from the SLP. Moreover, i t 

meant abandoning the p o l i c y o f " b o r i n g from w i t h i n , " a 

f a v o u r i t e t a c t i c of s o c i a l i s t s a t t e m p t i n g t o g a i n c o n t r o l o f , 

o r i n f l u e n c e i n , AFL u n i o n s . I n 1896 DeLeon succeeded i n 
13 

s w i n g i n g ,;SLP su p p o r t over t o the STLA J and as a r e s u l t many 

s o c i a l i s t s l e f t t he p a r t y . 

A f t e r t h e s p l i t i n 1 8 9 9 , when M o r r i s H i l l q u i t and Job 

Harriman l e d a f a c t i o n out t o j o i n Eugene Debs i n f o r m i n g 

the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f America (SPA), the SLP was never 

a g a i n a s i g n i f i c a n t f a c t o r i n American p o l i t i c a l l i f e . 

S i n c e i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n i s m o f t e n goes hand-in-hand w i t h 

a c l a s s a n a l y s i s o f s o c i e t y , i t i s u s u a l l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 

12 
Q u i n t , The F o r g i n g o f American S o c i a l i s m , p. 1 6 3 . 

13 
The STLA never amounted t o a n y t h i n g , c l a i m i n g at 

the most no more t h a n 3 0 , 0 0 0 members between 1895 and 1 9 0 5 , 
when i t merged w i t h the IWW. See Q u i n t , The F o r g i n g o f  
American S o ' c l a l i s m , p . 164 . 
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s o c i a l i s t • ideas.. The SLP^s. advocacy of. i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n i s m 

p r e s a g e d f u t u r e c o n f l i c t s between t h e l a b o u r and s o c i a l i s t 

movements i n B r i t i s h C olumbia and Canada, 

A l t h o u g h i t was the SLP i n B. C. w h i c h f i r s t s e t out 

c o n s c i o u s l y to " o r g a n i z e the w o r k i n g c l a s s i n t o a c l a s s con

s c i o u s p o l i t i c a l p a r t y t o emancipate t h e m s e l v e s , t o make them 

aware o f t h e m s e l v e s , aware o f t h e i r r i g h t s and d e t e r m i n e d t o 
14 

conquer by t a k i n g p o s s e s s i o n o f the p o l i t i c a l powers," t h e i r 
p o l i c i e s met w i t h the same f a i l u r e s here as they had i n the 

15 
U n i t e d S t a t e s . When the STLA was formed i n June, 1899, i t 

was not apparent t o t h e u n i o n men t h a t t h e r e was any need f o r 

i t i n B r i t i s h Columbia. S i n c e t h e r e was a body of u n i o n 

o p i n i o n t h a t f a v o u r e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , e x i s t i n g u n ions were 

a l r e a d y p r o v i d i n g a forum f o r t h o s e whose a n a l y s i s o f the 

p o l i t i c a l and economic system c o i n c i d e d w i t h t h a t o f the SLP 

and the STLA. I n A p r i l , 1900, the Vancouver Trades and Labour 

C o u n c i l (VTLC) r e j e c t e d the a p p l i c a t i o n o f the STLA t o send 
16 

d e l e g a t e s t o C o u n c i l m e e t i n g s . The STLA took umbrage at 

t h i s and proceeded t o emulate i t s American c o u n t e r p a r t i n 

v i l i f y i n g the l a b o u r l e a d e r s . F o r example, a r e s o l u t i o n con-
l i t 

Independent, March 9,. 1901, a l e t t e r t o the e d i t o r , 
from the P r e s s Committee o f the SLP, 

15 
C i t i z e n - and C o u n t r y , October 7, 1899. 

16 
Independent, A p r i l 21, 1900. Report o f minutes o f 

Vancouver TLC f o r t n i g h t l y m e e t i n g . 
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demning the VTLC f o r i t s a c t i o n i n the June 9-, 1900 p r o v i n 

c i a l e l e c t i o n s t a t e d : 
We condemn the a c t i o n s o f the Trades and Labour 
C o u n c i l p o l i t i c i a n s i n u p h o l d i n g a p l a t f o r m f o r 
l a b o u r t h a t i s a compromise w i t h c o c k r o a c h 
b u s i n e s s i n t e r e s t s . . . w e a g a i n c a l l upon the rank 
and f i l e o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s to r e p u d i a t e t h e i r 
f a k i r l e a d e r s ....Working men u n i t e ! More d i s a s t e r s 
c o n f r o n t you w h i l e f o l l o w i n g y o u r p r e s e n t l e a d e r s ^„ 
and w h i l e o r g a n i z e d i n your pure and s i m p l e p l a n . " 

No s i g n i f i c a n t number o f w o r k i n g men a c c e p t e d the i n v i t a t i o n , 

however, and the STLA i n f l u e n c e i n B r i t i s h Columbia was even 

l e s s than t h a t o f i t s p o l i t i c a l c o u n t e r p a r t , t h e SLP. 

A n o t h e r f a c t o r which m i l i t a t e d a g a i n s t the SLP was 

i t s i n s i s t e n c e on eschewing "immediate demands," because t h i s 

was c o n s i d e r e d p o l i t i c a l o p p o r t u n i s m which w a t e r e d down the 

c l a s s s t r u g g l e . "No compromise," wrote Henry A s h p l a n t , SLP 

s e c r e t a r y , " i s the d i v i n e method endorsed by the SLP o f 
18 

Canada." I n the .future the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada 

(SPC) was t o s u f f e r because i t h e l d t h e same d o c t r i n e . 

Williams-Bennett was c o r r e c t when he commented t h a t 

the SLP i n Vancouver "never amounted t o a n y t h i n g i n the 

w o r k i n g c l a s s l i f e o f the c i t y . " 1 ^ The o n l y c a n d i d a t e the 

^ I n d e p e n d e n t , June 2 3 , 1 9 0 0 . L e t t e r t o the e d i t o r 
from C. H. K i n g , R e c o r d i n g S e c r e t a r y , P i o n e e r Mixed A l l i 
ance L o c a l of' the STLA. 

18 C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , March 2 5 , 1899 

1 9 W i l l i a m B e n n e t t , B u i l d e r s o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 
(Vancouver, B. C. Broadway P r i n t e r s , 1 9 3 7 ) , p. 135-
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p a r t y r a n i n B r i t i s h Columbia t o "take p o s s e s s i o n o f 

p o l i t i c a l power" was W i l l i a m G r i f f i t h s i n 1903, who ended 

up at the bottom o f the p o l l . By 1907. the Western C l a r i o n 

commented t h a t G r i f f i t h s was one o f the two f o l l o w e r s o f 
20 

DeLeon l e f t i n Vancouver. 

A l t h o u g h the SLP was o n l y a s m a l l f a c t i o n i n the 

p o l i t i c a l l i f e o f B r i t i s h C o lumbia, i t i s worth m e n t i o n i n g 

because i t was the f i r s t group on the B r i t i s h Columbia scene 

to advocate r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m . I n so d o i n g , i t 

managed t o i n t r o d u c e some o f the problems r e s u l t i n g from 

such a d o c t r i n e . 

I n an i n d i r e c t way, the SLP a l s o c o n t r i b u t e d t o the 

b e g i n n i n g o f the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f B r i t i s h Columbia. A 

group o f u n i o n men who were members o f the SLP c o u l d not 

accept the STLA. On November 2 3 , 1 8 9 9 , they s p l i t o f f t o 
21 

form the Vancouver S o c i a l i s t C l u b . With some a d d i t i o n a l 

20 
C l a r i o n , A p r i l 2 7 , 1907. I n 1905 when the American 

SLP h e l p e d form the IWW, the Canadian SLP groups became IWW 
l o c a l s . When DeLeon s p l i t w i t h B i l l Haywood and the IWW t o 
form the Workers I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n d u s t r i a l Union the Canadian 
groups f o l l o w e d s u i t . T h i s s m a l l group was never a s i g n i f i 
cant f a c t o r i n B. C. p o l i t i c s o r l a b o u r c i r c l e s . When the 
WIIU, a l o n g w i t h a number o f o t h e r g r o u p s , was banned 
t h r o u g h government Order i n C o u n c i l i n 1 9 1 8 , t h e r e was o n l y 
one known e x i s t i n g l o c a l i n Canada, and t h a t was I n T o r o n t o . 

21 
The impetus t o s p l i t from the SLP came from the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s where l a r g e groups were l e a v i n g the SLP f o r 
the same reasons t h a t members o f the Vancouver S o c i a l i s t C l u b 

were, leaving... I n t h e U.S.., members./who. ." j umpeo" .from, the -SLP were 
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members from the United Fishermen and M a c h i n i s t s unions, 
the Vancouver S o c i a l i s t Club then became the United S o c i a l 
i s t Labour Party. (USLP) which was l a t e r to become one of the 
founding groups of the B. C. S o c i a l i s t Party. The USLP was 
o f f i c i a l l y organized on A p r i l 2 5 , 1 9 0 0 , f o r the purpose of 
working f o r "the emancipation of the working c l a s s from 

2 2 

l a n d l o r d i s m and c a p i t a l i s m . " During i t s b r i e f existence 
i t proved to be a l i v e l y and capable group. Their f i r s t 
task was to organize the f i r s t May Day labour gathering ever 
held i n Vancouver. The meeting was cha i r e d by Frank Rogers, 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t of the Fishermen's Union, a s s i s t e d by John 
Dodd, general secretary of the VTLC, and was a resounding 
success-the t o t a l e n r o l l e d membership of the USLP skyrocketed 
to l45'by May 2 . A p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n had been c a l l e d f o r 
June 9 and the USLP had endorsed W i l l MacClain of the Machin
i s t s Union as t h e i r standard-bearer and the f i r s t S o c i a l i s t 
candidate In B. C. By e l e c t i o n day the membership of the 
USLP had f u r t h e r increased to 2 5 0 . 

The group's a c t i v i t y d i d not end w i t h the e l e c t i o n . 
At a meeting on June l 8 , a committee c o n s i s t i n g of Alan Boag, 

known as Kangaroos. The Vancouver group also looked on them
selves as a "kangaroo p a r t y . " Interview with Ernest Burns,' 
Angus Madnnis C o l l e c t i o n , Box 5 3 , U.B.C. See also the 
D a i l y News A d v e r t i s e r , May 1 5 , 1 9 0 0 . 

C i t i z e n and Country, J u l y 1 3 , 1 9 0 0 . For the 
complete manifesto of the USLP see appendix 2 . 



63 

W i l l MacClain, J v McKeny, John Ne.eiands, C h r i s t i a n Peters 
and P, Webster was s t r u c k to b u i l d a s o c i a l i s t h a l l . Boag 
owned property i n the 800 block Westminster Avenue (now 
Main S t r e e t ) on which he had an i r o n and brass.foundry. 

Within one month the h a l l was b u i l t on t h i s l a n d , 
financed by s c r i p i s sued on the Guernsey Market House 

23 
p l a n . The h a l l was used f o r many years by Labour and 
S o c i a l i s t groups. 

Although i t was the SLP and the USLP who were p r i 
m a r ily r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the Marxist o r i e n t a t i o n i n e a r l y 
B r i t i s h Columbia s o c i a l i s m , not a l l s o c i a l i s t s of the time 
were Marxian s o c i a l i s t s . P a r a l l e l l i n g the stru g g l e i n the 
United States f o r reforms to ameliorate the i n t o l e r a b l e 
c o nditions under which so many people e x i s t e d , and to pro
vide p r o s p e r i t y and s e c u r i t y , various groups i n Canada also 
s t a r t e d o r g a n i z i n g . S o c i a l reforms begged s o l u t i o n s from 
many sources: from Edward Bellamy's Looking Backward, 
Robert B l a t c h f o r d ' s Merrie England and Henry George's 
Progess and Poverty: from the tenets of C h r i s t i a n i t y and 
from the wave of populism and pr o g r e s s i v i s m r o l l i n g across 
the United States at the time. 

In such plans s c r i p was issued to s u p p l i e r s and 
workers i n l i e u of money and was subsequently redeemable 
through the r e c e i p t of goods and s e r v i c e s from the i s s u i n g 
o r g a n i z a t i o n , making i t unnecessary f o r the i s s u i n g group 
to borrow money to finance the p r o j e c t . 
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M e r r l e E n g l a n d , w i t h i t s c o m b i n a t i o n o f r e f o r m and 

U t o p i a n s o c i a l i s m , was one o f the most p o p u l a r propaganda 

p i e c e s . F i r s t p u b l i s h e d i n England i n . 1 8 9 5 , i t soon appeared 

r e g u l a r l y as recommended r e a d i n g i n a l l the s o c i a l i s t p a p e r s , 

b o t h i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s and Canada. L o o k i n g Backward was 

an even g r e a t e r s u c c e s s b o t h from a l i t e r a r y p o i n t o f view 

and as a s o c i a l commentary. W i t h i n a few y e a r s o f i t s f i r s t 

p u b l i c a t i o n i n 1 8 8 8 , a number of N a t i o n a l i s t c l u b s a l o n g the 

l i n e s advocated by B e l l a m y had formed i n O n t a r i o and o t h e r 
24 

p a r t s o f Canada. I n the U n i t e d S t a t e s "162 N a t i o n a l i s t Clubs 

were formed t o t e a c h Americans t h a t the w i s h was f a t h e r t o the 

f a c t . " 2 5 The C i t i z e n and Country f o r A p r i l 1 5 , 1 8 9 9 , l i s t e d 

19 d i f f e r e n t r e f o r m groups i n O n t a r i o which had been formed 
26 

d u r i n g the l 8 9 0 ' s . There were groups i n o t h e r p a r t s o f 

Canada t o o — n o t a b l y the C o o p e r a t i v e Commonwealth groups i n 

Manitoba and B r i t i s h . C o l u m b i a — b u t the movement o f i d e a s , as 

w i t h p e o p l e , at t h i s time was d e c i d e d l y from e a s t t o west. 

By 1 9 0 0 , however, C i t i z e n and Country had n o t e d the b e g i n n i n g 

o f a v i b r a n t s o c i a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s i n B. C : " I f t h e s e 

C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , J u l y 2 7 , 1 9 0 0 . 

I r a K i p n i s , The American S o c i a l i s t Movement 1897-1912 
(New Y o r k , C a l i f o r n i a U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1 9 5 2 ) , p. Wk~. 
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Westerners 'keep' up t h e i r present gait,"' i t ' commented, "we're 
l i a b l e to have the sun (of s o c i a l i s m ) r i s i n g i n the west and 

27 
s e t t i n g i n the east." The p r e d i c t i o n was to come true w i t h 
i n a very few years and would hold true f o r many years to come. 

One of the e a r l i e s t Ontario groups which branched out 
to B. C. was the Canadian Cooperative Commonwealth (CCC) which 

2 8 

had been s t a r t e d by Dr. J.C. Spence with the formation of 
cooperative communities as one of i t s o b j e c t i v e s . In 1896 the 
CCC e s t a b l i s h e d the Ruskin Cedar M i l l on the Fraser D e l t a , a 
s h o r t - l i v e d venture i n cooperative e n t e r p r i s e which was forced 

o 29 
i n t o bankruptcy i n 1 8 9 9 . Named f o r the E n g l i s h author, 
c r i t i c , and apostle of the cooperative movement, the cooperative 
was based on the plan o u t l i n e d i n Bellamy's work. In 1898 

there were r e p o r t e d l y eighty persons i n v o l v e d i n Ruskin, with 
room f o r an a d d i t i o n a l f o r t y ; assets exceeded l i a b i l i t i e s by 
$ 3 5 , 0 0 0 ; there was a post o f f i c e and a good school. Everyone 
worked an eight-hour day, each r e c e i v i n g the same amount of pay 30 But t h i s i d y l l i c s i t u a t i o n was not to l a s t . One of 

27 
Ibid.,.Feb. 8, 1900. 

9 8 
The V o i c e , A p r i l 8, 1-898. 

29 
^G.P.V. Akrigg and Helen B. A k r i g g , 1001 B r i t i s h  

Columbia Place Names (Vancouver, Discovery Press, 1970) 

3°The V o i c e , A p r i l 8 , 1 8 9 8 . 
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the members j,. H. M. ( A n n i e ) C h a r l t o n ; says the R u s k i n Co

o p e r a t i v e went i n t o , b a n k r u p t c y because o f the f a i l u r e o f 

the Stave R i v e r t o f l o o d i n the s p r i n g o f 1899 and b r i n g down 

the w i n t e r cut o f l o g s needed t o f i l l o r d e r s on hand. "That 

c a l a m i t y seemed t o show t h a t c o o p e r a t i o n by groups was not 

s u f f i c i e n t and t h a t we must g a i n c o n t r o l o f government so we 
31 

c o u l d make laws t o f r e e o u r s e l v e s from the money power." 

But the f o r m a t i o n o f c o o p e r a t i v e s was not the o n l y 

purpose o f the CCC ( o f which Dr. Spence had e s t a b l i s h e d t e n 

branches by 1 8 9 8 . ) The o r g a n i z a t i o n a l s o c a r r i e d on a cam

p a i g n of e d u c a t i o n and a g i t a t i o n f o r p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . T h e i r 

m o s t ' i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i c a l demands were: 

1. P u b l i c ownership o f a l l I n d u s t r i e s c o n t r o l l e d by 
m o n o p o l i e s , t r u s t s and combines. 

2. P u b l i c ownership o f a l l means o f t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , 
communication and o t h e r p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s . 

3 . P u b l i c ownership o f a l l m i n i n g i n d u s t r i e s . 

4. R e d u c t i o n o f the hours of work i n p r o p o r t i o n to the 
p r o g r e s s of production.. 32 

5 . A l l u s e f u l i n v e n t i o n s t o be f r e e t o a l l , and the 
i n v e n t o r remunerated by the p u b l i c . 

31 
H. M. (Annie) C h a r l t o n , My S t o r y o f the H i s t o r y o f  

the Movement up t o Now, w r i t t e n i n 19 39 o r 19 40. P u b l i s h e d 
i n 19'55, b y " 0 . Lee C h a r i t o n i n a c o l l e c t i o n o f Mrs. C h a r l t o n ' s 
own p r o s e and p o e t r y and some o f h e r f a v o u r i t e s by o t h e r 
a u t h o r s . Angus M a c l n n i s C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.G. 

32 • 
T h i s demand, i f implemented, would r e s u l t i n a s t a t i c 

s t a n d a r d o f l i v i n g , w hich o f course i s not what the CCC wanted. 
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6. The I s s u i n g of a l l money by the government d i r e c t l y 
to the people. 

7. The i n t r o d u c t i o n of the i n i t i a t i v e , referendum.... 
and p r o p o r t i o n a l representation.33 

Though the cooperatives set up by the CCC were 
s h o r t - l i v e d , as was the CCC i t s e l f , many of the o r i g i n a l mem
bers were a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n the B. C. s o c i a l i s t movement 
f o r years afterward. Annie Charlton and her husband c a r r i e d 
t h e i r ideas i n t o the Canadian S o c i a l i s t League, the B. C. 

34 
S o c i a l i s t P a r t y , the S o c i a l i s t Party of B. C., the S o c i a l 
Democratic P a r t y , the Federated Labour P a r t y , and f i n a l l y , the 
CCF. George Dales, a member of Branch No. 10 i n Winnipeg, be
came e d i t o r . o f the Voice i n Winnipeg a f t e r J . W. Puttee was 
e l e c t e d to the House of Commons as Canada's f i r s t Labour M. P., 
and was l a t e r a d i r e c t o r and e d i t o r of the Western C l a r i o n i n 
Vancouver. Another former- CCC member, J . T. Mortimer, was 
l a t e r both.a p r o v i n c i a l and a f e d e r a l candidate f o r the SPBC, 
as w e l l as a member of the Executive Committee and an organizer. 

-^The V o i c e , A p r i l 8 , 1898. Report of a speech by 
Dr. J . C. Spence at a Winnipeg meeting. 

34 
0 The BCSP should not be confused w i t h the SPBC 

wh i c h . i t preceded. The former was organized under the umbrella 
of the Canadian S o c i a l i s t League (CSL) and l a t e r j o i n e d with 
the Revolutionary S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada (RSPC) to become 
the SPBC. Some of the l i t e r a t u r e of the BCSP confusingly r e f e r s 
to the group as the S o c i a l i s t Party of B. C. 

http://which.it
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J . M. Cameron, an a c t i v e member of the Ruskin colony, came 
to the SPBC v i a . the C h r i s t i a n Commonwealth of Canada and the 
Canadian S o c i a l i s t League•(CSL). He developed h i s ideas 
f u r t h e r by working as an organizer f o r the SPA i n S e a t t l e 
and f o r the American Labour Union i n V i c t o r i a . 

One of the important elements i n the c o n t i n u i t y of 
s o c i a l i s t thought i n B r i t i s h Columbia was t h i s body of men 
and women who acted as leaders and c a t a l y s t s through many years 
of changing s o c i a l circumstances and p o l i t i c a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s . 
Their s i g n i f i c a n c e to the p o l i t i c s of B r i t i s h Columbia w i l l be 
discussed f u r t h e r below. 

There was also a strand of C h r i s t i a n s o c i a l i s m woven 
i n t o the B r i t i s h Columbia t a p e s t r y . When the Ruskin cooper
a t i v e f a i l e d i n the s p r i n g of 1899, J- M. Cameron moved from 
Ruskin to Ladner, where he set up a branch of the C h r i s t i a n 
Commonwealth of Canada to advance the cause of C h r i s t i a n s o c i a l 
ism. By t h i s time Cameron had abandoned the aim of s e t t i n g up 
cooperative colonies separate from the r e s t of s o c i e t y ; i n s t e a d 
he took to propagating s o c i a l i s t and C h r i s t i a n i d e a l s , which he 
thought-were i d e n t i c a l and would lead to the r e s t r u c t u r i n g of 

35 
the e n t i r e s o c i e t y . 

3 5 " . . . s o c i a l i s t s want an i d e a l form of government_ 
and. . . C h r i s t i a n i t y and s o c i a l i s m are i d e n t i c a l l y the same(_sicj 
We s o c i a l i s t s ought t o always stand out prominently f o r the 
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I t i s not e n t i r e l y c l e a r how w e l l o r g a n i z e d the 

C h r i s t i a n Commonwealth was i n B r i t i s h Columbia. From r e p o r t s 

i n t h e C i t i z e n and Country we know t h a t Thomas R o b i n s o n , f o r 

m erly o f R u s k i n , was h o l d i n g meetings i n New W e s tminster and 

t h a t Cameron was o r g a n i z i n g i n P o r t Moody, where t h e C h a r l t o n s 

had moved a f t e r l e a v i n g R u s k i n . A r e p o r t from J . M. Cameron 

s t a t e s t h a t " t h e r e are s e v e r a l branches o f the C h r i s t i a n 

Commonwealth i n v a r i o u s l o c a l i t i e s i n B r i t i s h Columbia" and 

t h a t the grand c o u n c i l o f the C h r i s t i a n Commonwealth was t o 

meet d u r i n g C h r i s t m a s week t o d i s c u s s the q u e s t i o n o f "coop

e r a t i n g w i t h the CSL...as they r e a l i z e i t i s o n l y t h r o u g h 
3 6 

u n i t ^ - t h a t s o c i a l i s t s can make t h e i r work f e l t . " At t h i s 

m e e t i n g t h e y must have d e c i d e d t o abandon t h e i r name, s i n c e 

we l e a r n t h a t on J a nuary 2 5 , 1 9 0 0 , Branch No. 6 o f t h e 
37 

Canadian S o c i a l i s t League^' had been o r g a n i z e d i n P o r t Moody 

w i t h 0. L. C h a r l t o n as s e c r e t a r y and J . M. Cameron as p r e s i d e n t 

and o r g a n i z e r . One o f t h e i r f i r s t s p e a kers was W i l l M a c C l a i n , 

a member o f t h e Vancouver S o c i a l i s t C l u b . 
cause o f C h r i s t and Humanity and t h e n i t w i l l not be l o n g 
b e f o r e we see s i g n s o f t h a t peace on e a r t h and g o o d - w i l l 
toward men which C h r i s t came t o p r o c l a i m . " - C i t i z e n and  
C o u n t r y , Aug. 1 2 , 1 8 9 9 . 

2 C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , December 3 0 , 1 8 9 9 . 

37 
Other branches were: No. 1, M o n t r e a l ; No. 2 , 

T o r o n t o ; No. 3 , T o r o n t o ; No. ' '4 , London;-No. 5, M a l t o n . -
C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , F e b r u a r y 2 , 1 9 0 0 . 
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Further i n f l u e n c e s on B r i t i s h Columbia s o c i a l i s m 
came v i a the CSL'. In the summer of 1899, two meetings were 
h e l d , one i n Montreal and one i n Toronto, to discuss s o c i a l 
i s t p r i n c i p l e s and, by coincidence, both groups took the name 
Canadian ..Socialist League. These two groups, along with 
the S o c i a l Reform Club, met i n Toronto on October.2 0 , 1899 

and e s t a b l i s h e d a Canada-wide o r g a n i z a t i o n w i t h the main pur
pose of u n i t i n g the e f f o r t s of a l l groups i n Canada working 
f o r improved s o c i a l conditions and f o r the cause of s o c i a l i s m . 
They adopted a c o n s t i t u t i o n which s t a t e d the aims of the CSL 
were to promote the union of e f f o r t among i n d i v i d u a l s and 
groups seeking to promote s o c i a l i s m and to improve the s o c i a l 
c onditions of the people. Membership was to be open to a l l 
persons who accepted the p l a t f o r m and without regard to c o l o u r , 
creed or sex.. The p l a t f o r m c a l l e d f o r a b o l i t i o n of the senate, 
the referendum and i n i t i a t i v e , p.roportional r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , 
p u b l i c ownership of r a i l w a y s , t e l e g r a p h s , waterworks, e l e c t r i c 
power d i s t r i b u t i o n and other p u b l i c f r a n c h i s e s , land n a t i o n a l 
i z a t i o n with occupancy being the only t i t l e to l a n d , the use 
f o r p u b l i c purposes of community produced values , a n a t i o n a l 
currency and government banking system, p u b l i c ownership of a l l 

C l a r i o n , October, 2 9 , 1904. The Montreal group, the 
paper r e p o r t s , had.previously a l l been members of the S o c i a l 
i s t Labour P a r t y , but i t i s not known who was instrumental i n 
organizing-the meeting. The Toronto meeting was c a l l e d by G. 
Weston Wrigley, as was the subsequent October meeting of both 
groups. 
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monopolies and u l t i m a t e l y a l l the means of pr o d u c t i o n , d i s 
t r i b u t i o n and exchange, and a b o l i t i o n of the patent laws 
governing inventions w i t h the aim i n view of having labour-

39 
saving machinery introduce a sho r t e r work day. 

Thus we see that Marx was not the i n s p i r a t i o n f o r 
Canada's f i r s t n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n . Rather the 
pl a t f o r m and c o n s t i t u t i o n drew from the panaceas of the 
Henry George Clubs, N a t i o n a l i s t Clubs, S o c i a l Reform Leagues, 
D i r e c t L e g i s l a t i o n Leagues, and other of the nascent groups 
r e f e r r e d to e a r l i e r . F a i t h abounded that the s o c i e t y could 
be mended and that a l l p e o p l e — r i c h and poor, owner and 
r e n t e r , entrepreneur and l a b o u r e r — c o u l d be induced t o co
operate to a t t a i n a common goal. This was not the s o c i a l i s m 
of c l a s s a n a l y s i s but the U t o p i a n s o c i a l i s m of e v o l u t i o n . 

The Canadian S o c i a l i s t League... endeavours to 
l i n k the present conditions with the i d e a l of 
the f u t u r e by remedying the s o c i a l wrongs that 
are oppressing the people of today r a t h e r than 
awaiting a great s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n which w i l l 
a b o l i s h s o c i e t y as i t stands and replace i t w i t h 
a d i s o r g a n i z e d s o c i e t y l e d by men who have been 
teaching c l a s s hatred. S o c i a l i s m to be l a s t i n g 
must come as a r e s u l t of s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n r a t h e r 
than by bloody r e v o l u t i o n . 
News of the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the CSL and i t s purposes 

- ^ C i t i z e n and Country, October 2 8 , 1 8 9 9 -
4 0 
G. Weston Wrigley, C i t i z e n and Country, May 4 , 1 9 0 0 . 
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s p r e a d q u i c k l y v i a t h e columns o f C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , and 

i n the November 2 5 , 1899 e d i t i o n i t was announced t h a t en

q u i r i e s had been r e c e i v e d from as f a r away as R e v e l s t o k e , 

K a s l o , L a r d e a u , S a p p e r t o n , S l o c a n and R o s s l a n d , and t h a t a 

b r a n c h o f the League had been formed i n Golden. The i d e a o f 

an u m b r e l l a o r g a n i z a t i o n which would f a c i l i t a t e the communi

c a t i o n and c o o p e r a t i o n of the v a r i o u s r e f o r m and s o c i a l i s t 

groups was a p p e a l i n g so l o n g as not too much a t t e n t i o n was 

b e i n g g i v e n t o d o c t r i n e . B e f o r e t h i s s t a g e was r e a c h e d , the 

League had formed 62 branches a c r o s s Canada.. The i m p o r t a n c e 

of the CSL t o the growth of s o c i a l i s m i n B. C. was t h a t i t 

p r o v i d e d a means o f communication by which d o c t r i n e c o u l d be 

d i s c u s s e d . At one p o i n t i t a l s o p r o v i d e d funds f o r an 

o r g a n i z e r t o t r a v e l t h r o u g h o u t B. C , what i s now A l b e r t a and 

Saskatchewan, and Manitoba., f o r m i n g CSL b r a n c h e s . 

The organ of communication was the weekly newspaper 

C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , which began p u b l i s h i n g on A p r i l 1 5 , 1898 

I n a d d i t i o n . t o f u r n i s h i n g news of the a c t i v i t i e s o f r e f o r m 

groups about the c o u n t r y , i t s pages were f i l l e d w i t h a r t i c l e s 

on d i r e c t l e g i s l a t i o n , p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , a d u l t 

s u f f r a g e , Senate a b o l i t i o n , l a n d n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n , t a x a t i o n o f 

l a n d v a l u e s , a n a t i o n a l c u r r e n c y , government b a n k i n g , p r o h i 

b i t i o n o f the l i q u o r t r a f f i c , n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f the l i q u o r 

t r a d e , government i n s u r a n c e , the e i g h t - h o u r work day, unem-



73 

ployment, i n t e r n a t i o n a l free t r a d e , disarmament, Canadian 
independence and C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s m . The f i r s t executive 
of the C i t i z e n and Country were.: The Reverend W i l l i a m S. 
Rowe, p r e s i d e n t ; E. H. H i l b o r n , v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ; G. W. Wrigley, 
R. N. P r i c e , and J . T. McBride, d i r e c t o r s ; and George Wrigley, 
Sr., e d i t o r . I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note the r o l e some of these 
men had played as s o c i a l c r i t i c s and reformers, and t h e i r i n 
fluence i n the development of a s o c i a l i s t movement i n Canada. 

Rowe was a Methodist m i n i s t e r who l e f t Toronto i n May, 
1900, to take up a pastorate i n V i c t o r i a . Within a year he 
had organized CSL branches i n V i c t o r i a and Sandon, but he 
f a i l e d to keep pace w i t h the d o c t r i n a l changes t a k i n g place i n 

4 l 
the B. C. movement. George Wrigley, an Ontario man, was a 
member of the Canadian Press A s s o c i a t i o n and at various times 
e d i t o r of the Wallaceburg Record, Canadian Labour Courier (St. 
Thomas), Drumbo Record, Canada Farmer's Sun (Toronto), and the 
Royal Templar (Hamilton). He was also a founding member of 
the People's Party of Ontario i n September, 1900. His son, 

41 
He came under very heavy attack from B. C. s o c i a l i s t s c 

when, i n 1 9 0 3 , he accepted an appointment to act on the 
f e d e r a l Royal Commission i n v e s t i g a t i n g s t r i k e s by the United 
Brotherhood of Railway Employees and the Western Federation of 
Miners. Rowe had been a C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s t . , but by t h i s time 
the movement i n B. C. had become Marxist and r e v o l u t i o n a r y , 
viewing such cooperation with the government i n s t r i k e i n 
v e s t i g a t i o n s as a b e t r a y a l of the working c l a s s . 
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George Weston W r i g l e y , .gained e x p e r i e n c e i n p u b l i s h i n g r a d i c a l 

and p r o t e s t papers by h e l p i n g h i s f a t h e r , p u b l i s h the Canada  

Farmer's Sun, organ o f t h e P a t r o n s o f I n d u s t r y . He was a l s o a 

member o f the T y p o g r a p h i c a l Union and had s e r v e d as f i n a n c i a l 

s e c r e t a r y o f t h e T o r o n t o Trades and Labour C o u n c i l i n 1895-96. 

To him must be g i v e n a g r e a t d e a l o f the c r e d i t f o r the s p r e a d 

o f s o c i a l i s t i d e a s d u r i n g t h i s . e a r l y p e r i o d . He spent much 

o f h i s time e n d e a v o u r i n g t o e s t a b l i s h a Canadian s o c i a l i s t 

movement, w r i t i n g and t r a v e l l i n g e x t e n s i v e l y t o speak i n many 

o f the l a r g e r s e t t l e m e n t s o f Canada. He was one o f the organ

i z e r s o f the CSL i n 1899, and by J a n u a r y , 1902, t h e r e were more 

th a n s i x t y branches i n v a r i o u s p a r t s o f the c o u n t r y . Through 

h i s a c t i v i t i e s i n the CSL the C i t i z e n and Country became the 

c h i e f Canadian o r g a n . f o r the p r o m o t i o n o f i d e a l , C h r i s t i a n or 

U t o p i a n s o c i a l i s m , and O n t a r i o became the c e n t e r of the move

ment . 

The i m p o r t a n c e o f the. C i t i z e n and Country can be seen 

from what happened when the newspaper was moved t o Vancouver: 

the . i d e a l i s t movement i n e a s t e r n Canada q u i c k l y p e t e r e d out 

and B r i t i s h Columbia became the c e n t e r o f s o c i a l i s t t hought 
42 

i n Canada. W r i g l e y moved t o Vancouver w i t h the paper and 

I n L a r d e a u , a m i n i n g community i n the B. C. Kootenay 
a r e a , Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e had been p u b l i s h i n g , the E a g l e . 
W r i g l e y and P e t t i p i e c e combined t h e i r f o r c e s , renamed the 
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began the metamorphosis w h i c h changed him from h i s e a r l i e r 

e s p o u s a l o f r e f o r m measures and C h r i s t i a n . S o c i a l i s m t o 

advocacy o f r e v o l u t i o n a r y o r M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s m . 

D u r i n g i t s a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o u r y e a r s o f p u b l i c a t i o n , 

the C i t i z e n and Country had an average c i r c u l a t i o n o f s i x 

thousand. I t q u i c k l y became the means by which the h e t e r o 

geneous s o c i a l i s t and s o c i a l r e f o r m g r o u p s , whether o r g a n i z e d 

under the u m b r e l l a o f the CSL or n o t , communicated w i t h one 

ano t h e r and w i t h s u b s c r i b e r s o u t s i d e any o f the o r g a n i z e d 

groups. The l a r g e s t group o f . s u b s c r i b e r s , o u t s i d e o f the 
43 

Toronto a r e a , were i n B r i t i s h Columbia and M a n i t o b a . The 

paper r e f l e c t e d the concern o f the CSL t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y and 

s o c i a l i s m s h o u l d go hand i n hand. F o r example, one o f the 

r e g u l a r columns, "The B r o t h e r h o o d o f Man", always began w i t h 

the f o l l o w i n g : 
D e f i n i t i o n s : Modern c i v i l i z a t i o n i s c r u s h i n g the 

l i f e and s o u l out o f the p e o p l e . 
There i s a r e a s o n f o r t h i s and t h e r e 
must be a remedy. P o l i t i c a l economy— 
the S c i e n c e o f P r o d u c t i o n and D i s t r i 
b u t i o n o f w e a l t h — h a s not been s t u d i e d 
by the p e o p l e as i t ought t o be. 

r e s u l t the" Canadian,, S o c i a l i s t . , and moved i t . ' t o Vancouver. The 
'•"-Canadian"Socialist' l a t e r ' - became the Western C l a r i o n which 
" p u b l i s h e d almost c o n t i n u o u s l y u n t i l 1925- F o r the s t o r y o f 
th e s e - p a p e r s , sec Chapter V, pp .m- ni 

^ A b o u t f i f t e e n p e r c e n t of the C i t i z e n and Coun t r y ' s 
s u b s c r i b e r s were i n . B . C . C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , May 4 , 1900-
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The Church; s t a n d s f o r good c i t i z e n s h i p , and more 
than any -other o r g a n i z e d body e s t a b l i s h e s 
r i g h t r e l a t i o n s h i p s between man and God 
and man and man. But the most eminent 
C h r i s t i a n s o.f the. day a s s e r t most 
vehemently t h a t the Church has put t h e o l o g y 
so f a r in.advance t h a t s o c i o l o g y has been 

• t o an a l a r m i n g e x t e n t o v e r l o o k e d and 
n e g l e c t e d . 

S o c i a l i s m : p l a c e s s o c i o l o g y on t h e same p l a n e , w i t h 
t h e o l o g y . I f a man's r e l a t i o n s w i t h h i s 
f e l l o w man be not based on p r i n c i p l e s o f 
j u s t i c e , h i s t h e o l o g y i s a myth. To be 
a C h r i s t i a n means t o p r a c t i c e b o t h t h e s e 
p r i n c i p l e s . S o c i a l i s t s as f r e q u e n t l y 
n e g l e c t Theology, as C h r i s t i a n s n e g l e c t 
S o c i o l o g y . I n C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s m the 
most ex^aulted manhood may be deve l o p e d . 

Thus i t can be seen t h a t t h e r e were a g r e a t many c o n t r i 

b u t i o n s t o the arena o f s o c i a l r e f o r m i n B. C. The Marxism o f 

the SLP, the c o o p e r a t i s m o f the CCC, the C h r i s t i a n and i d e a l 

s o c i a l i s m p r o p a g a t e d by the C i t i z e n and Country o f the C S L — 

a l l t hese made some c o n t r i b u t i o n , as d i d the many r e f o r m i s t 

i d e a s o f the Henry George g r o u p s , the p o p u l i s t s , and o t h e r s . 

As the M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s t i d e a l emerged i n t h e p r o v i n c e 

p o c k e t s o f su p p o r t were p r o v i d e d by the immigrant tradesmen 
,'45 

and miners from B r i t a i n and the U n i t e d S t a t e s . Much l a t e r 

(1933) many o f the s e same pe o p l e would g i v e t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e 

^ C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , March 1 1 , 1899. A l s o i n 
subsequent e d i t i o n s . •'. 

4 5 S e e Chapter 1, pp. 3 0 - 3 ^ . 
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t o the C o o p e r a t i v e Commonwealth F e d e r a t i o n (CCF). Meanwhile, 

t h e i r hope f o r a b e t t e r l i f e was kept a l i v e d u r i n g t h i s 

p e r i o d by the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada. 



1& 

CHAPTER I I I 

CHANGING POLITICAL ALIGNMENTS: 1900-1903 

The B r i t i s h immigrants who s e t t l e d ' i n B r i t i s h Columbia 

br o u g h t w i t h them not o n l y the v a l u e s o f u n i o n i s m and s o c i a l 

i s m , but a l s o c e r t a i n n o t i o n s , c o n c e r n i n g f u l l c i t i z e n s h i p — 

n o t i o n s which they d i d not f i n d r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i n d u s t r i a l -

f r o n t i e r m i l i e u of B r i t i s h Columbia. These i d e a s g r a d u a l l y 

s p r e a d t h r o u g h p a r t s o f the p r o v i n c e , and c o u p l e d w i t h r i s i n g 

m a t e r i a l e x p e c t a t i o n s r e s u l t i n g from the r a p i d economic de

velopment o f the t i m e , 1 they gave b i r t h t o a new awareness 

among the w o r k i n g c l a s s t h a t independent p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n was 

n e c e s s a r y . C o i n c i d e n t w i t h t h i s new p o l i t i c a l awakening the 

t r a d i t i o n a l a l l i a n c e o f g o v e r n i n g e l i t e s began t o break down 

and a p r o c e s s o f p o l i t i c a l r e a l i g n m e n t began. The p r o v i n c i a l 

e l e c t i o n o f June, 1900 c o n v i n c e d the s o c i a l i s t s i n the 

p r o v i n c e t h a t they were g o i n g t o become a permanent p a r t o f 

the B. C. p o l i t i c a l scene. 

I n a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e p a r l i a m e n t a r y democracy i t i s 

assumed t h a t c o m p e t i t i v e f o r c e s i n s o c i e t y w i l l f i n d t h e i r 

XThe B. C. Workman of J u l y . 22, 1899, commented t h a t , 
s i n c e workers had f a l l e n behind:.'in wages d u r i n g the d e p r e s s i o n , 
i t was " n a t u r a l . . . t h a t at such times o f i n f l a t i o n the workers 
s h o u l d ask f o r a share of t h i s bounty." 

/ 
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expression through, e l e c t e d elites., - If. the demands of any 
one sc c t o r ^ - r - r i c h , poor ? I n d i a n s ; etc . ̂ a r e not represented 
among the e l e c t e d e l i t e s , then f o r that s e c t o r , democracy 
i s non-existent. For the c i t i z e n , the s a l i e n t feature of 
democracy is-'his r i g h t to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the p o l i t i c a l and 
s o c i e t a l process-a r i g h t which must be p r o t e c t e d from i n 
fringement by the S t a t e , I n d i v i d u a l s or o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

T. H. M a r s h a l l ' s comments are u s e f u l i n extending 
t h i s d i s c u s s i o n of the r o l e of the c i t i z e n i n a democracy: 

I s h a l l be running true to type as a s o c i o l o g i s t 
i f I begin by saying that I propose to d i v i d e 
c i t i z e n s h i p i n t o three p a r t s . But the a n a l y s i s 
i s , i n t h i s case, d i c t a t e d by h i s t o r y even more 
than by l o g i c . I s h a l l c a l l these p a r t s , or 
elements, c i v i l , p o l i t i c a l and s o c i a l . The 
c i v i l element i s composed of the r i g h t s necessary 
f o r i n d i v i d u a l freedom--liberty of the person, 
freedom of speech, thought and f a i t h , the r i g h t  
to own property and to conclude v a l i d c o n t r a c t s , 
and the r i g h t to j u s t i c e . The l a s t i s of a 
d i f f e r e n t order from the others because i t i s 
the r i g h t to defend and assert a l l one's r i g h t s 
on terms of e q u a l i t y with others and by due process  
of law. This shows us that the i n s t i t u t i o n s most 
d i r e c t l y a s s o c i a t e d with c i v i l r i g h t s are the 
courts of j u s t i c e . By the p o l i t i c a l element.I 
mean the r i g h t to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the e x e r c i s e s of 
p o l i t i c a l power, as a member of a body i n v e s t e d 
w i t h p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y or as an e l e c t o r of the 
members of such a body. The corresponding i n s t i 
t u t i o n s are parliament and c o u n c i l s of l o c a l 
government. By social element I mean the whole 
range from the r i g h t to a modicum of economic wel
fare and s e c u r i t y to the r i g h t to. share to the f u l l 
In the s o c i a l h e r i t a g e and to l i v e the l i f e of a 
c i v i l i z e d being according to the standards p r e v a i l 
in g i n s o c i e t y . The i n s t i t u t i o n s most- c l o s e l y con
nected w i t h i t are the e d u c a t i o n a l system and the 1 
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s o c i a l s e r v i c e s t " 

I n l o o k i n g at t h e development o f the c i t i z e n ' s r o l e 

i n E n g l a n d , M a r s h a l l a s c r i b e s each o f the above elements t o 

a c e n t u r y : " c i v i l r i g h t s t o the e i g h t e e n t h , p o l i t i c a l t o 

t h e n i n e t e e n t h , and s o c i a l t o t h e t w e n t i e t h . " 

S i n c e the p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e o f B r i t i s h Columbia 

d e r i v e d l a r g e l y from B r i t a i n , i t might be assumed t h a t the 

accumulated e x p e r i e n c e o f B r i t a i n i n the e i g h t e e n t h and 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s would be r e f l e c t e d i n the p r o v i n c e at 

the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y . I n g e n e r a l terms t h i s i s t r u e , 

but i n the i n d u s t r i a l - f r o n t i e r c o n t e x t of B r i t i s h Columbia 

t h e r e were n o t i c e a b l e e x c e p t i o n s i n the c i v i l and p o l i t i c a l 

components o f f u l l c i t i z e n s h i p . De|j u r e , m i n o r i t i e s had a l l 

the c i v i l r i g h t s r e f e r r e d t o by M a r s h a l l , but none of the 

p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s , . De/facto th e m i n o r i t i e s were h a r a s s e d 

i n t e r m i n a b l y by w h i t e workers and by employers t o o : w h i t e 

workers f e a r e d t h a t the C h i n e s e and Japanese would usurp 

T. H. M a r s h a l l , C i t i z e n s h i p and S o c i a l C l a s s , 
(Cambridge, 1 9 5 0 ) , pp 10F. Quoted i n R a l f D a h r e n d o r f , 
S o c i e t y and- Democracy i n Germany (N.Y.: Doubleday and 
CompanyInc.',' T96'7',~ Anchor Books, 1 9 6 9 ) , p.6 6 , emphasis 
i n o r i g i n a l . 

I b i d , , M a r s h a l l , p. 14, D a h r e n d o r f , p. 6 6 . 

The F o l l o w i n g i n f o r m a t i o n comes from T. H. Q u a l t e r , 
The E l e c t i o n - P r o c e s s ^ i n Canada ( T o r o n t o : M c G r a w - H i l l , 
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t h e i r j o b s ; employers could induce the O r i e n t a l s to work, 
harder by e x p l o i t i n g t h e i r f e a r of de p o r t a t i o n . Although 
by law these m i n o r i t y groups enjoyed c i v i l r i g h t s , i n t h e i r 
d a i l y l i v e s they endured many i n j u s t i c e s . Unions and union 
members also f e l t the e f f e c t s of m i n o r i t y p o s i t i o n , since 
at the turn of the century l e s s than ten per cent of the 
working force was unionized. In many i n d u s t r i e s workers 
l o s t t h e i r jobs because they were union members. They were 
ofte n b l a c k l i s t e d , making i t d i f f i c u l t f o r them to lo c a t e 
work of any kind . The government too con t r i b u t e d to the i n 
s e c u r i t y of mino r i t y groups. A number of times the m i l i t i a 

5 
was used against s t r i k e r s . Moreover, every s e s s i o n of the 
B. C. l e g i s l a t u r e i n c l u d e d long d i s c u s s i o n s about the dangers 
accruing to c i v i l i z e d s o c i e t y from the presence of Chinese, 
Japanese and East Indians, and each year a law was passed to 

1970). B r i t i s h Columbia had no property q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r 
the f r a n c h i s e and a l l adult male natural-born B r i t i s h 
subjects were e l i g i b l e to vote. P. 40. " U n t i l 1945 the 
r i g h t to vote i n B. C. P r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n s was s t i l l denied 
to 'every Chinese, Japanese, Hindu or Indian,', although the 
Japanese who had served i n the Canadian forces i n the f i r s t 
World War were not so d i s q u a l i f i e d . The r i g h t .to vote as a 
reward f o r m i l i t a r y s e r v i c e was gra d u a l l y extended to the 
other groups who s u f f e r e d r a c i a l d i s c r i m i n a t i o n . , although 
i t was not u n t i l a new P r o v i n c i a l E l e c t i o n s Act was i n t r o 
duced i n 1953 that a l l references to race were f i n a l l y 
dropped i n B r i t i s h Columbia. P. 10. 

Paul P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater (Vancouver, 1967)-
In t h i s study P h i l l i p s describes the frequent use of the 
m i l i t i a to break s t r i k e s . See too Stuart Jamieson, Times of 
Trouble: Labour Unrest and I n d u s t r i a l C o n f l i c t . i n Canada, 
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l i m i t o r r e s t r i c t i m m i g r a t i o n .of t h e s e groups i n t o B. C. 

Under such c o n d i t i o n s c i v i l r i g h t s were tenuous. 

P o l i t i c a l r i g h t s a l s o were c i r c u m s c r i b e d by uneven d i s -
7 

t r i c t i n g and s e x , and by v o t e r r e g i s t r a t i o n r e g u l a t i o n s 

r e q u i r i n g two months' r e s i d e n c e i n ' a n . a r e a , making i t l e s s 

l i k e l y t h a t p e o p l e i n h i g h l y m o b i l e o c c u p a t i o n s such as 

f i s h i n g , l o g g i n g and m i n i n g would be on the v o t e r s ' l i s t s . 

But i t was the weakness o f the t h i r d element o f 

f u l l c i t i z e n s h i p — s o c i a l r i g h t s — t h a t made the c i v i l and 

p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s o f the time t o a g r e a t e x t e n t i n o p e r a b l e . 

I n B r i t i s h C o lumbia, as i n E n g l a n d , . a t the b e g i n n i n g o f the 

t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y the " u n d e r c l a s s " was awakening t o the need 

f o r a more e q u i t a b l e d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h and f o r workmen's 

compensation, o l d age c a r e , s u p p o r t f o r the p o o r , compulsory 

e d u c a t i o n f o r a l l , laws p r o t e c t i n g l a b o u r from e x p l o i t a t i o n , 

c o n t r o l o f crown l a n d a l i e n a t i o n : — i n s h o r t , as M a r s h a l l s a y s , 

1 9 0 0 - 6 6 ' (Ottawa, I n f o r m a t i o n Canada, Task Force on Labour 
R e l a t i o n s , Study No. 2 2 , 1 9 6 8 ) . P e t e r S i l v e r m a n , A H i s t o r y  
o f the M i l i t i a and. Defenses o f B r i t i s h Columbia (M.A. T h e s i s , 
U.B.C. , I9b6), documents f o u r . s e p a r a t e cases.where the 
m i l i t i a was used t o break s t r i k e s . 

^The f e d e r a l government d i s a l l o w e d a l l the B. C. 
l e g i s l a t i o n aimed at r e s t r i c t i n g i m m i g r a t i o n . 

7 
' T h e . f r a n c h i s e was o b t a i n e d by women i n B r i t i s h 

Columbia i n 1 9 1 7 -
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"from the r i g h t t o a modicum, o f economic w e l f a r e and s e c u r i t y 

t o the r i g h t to share t o the f u l l i n the s o c i a l h e r i t a g e and 

to l i v e .the l i f e o f a c i v i l i z e d .being a c c o r d i n g t o the s t a n 

dards p r e v a i l i n g i n s o c i e t y . " Through b i t t e r e x p e r i e n c e some 

s e c t i o n s o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s i n B r i t i s h Columbia came t o 

r e a l i z e t h a t , a l t h o u g h by law they had most.of the c i v i l and 

p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s o f the day, f u l l c i t i z e n s h i p was u n r e a l i z -
g 

a b l e w i t h o u t s o c i a l r i g h t s . . G r a d u a l l y the workers began t o 

use t h e i r . p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s t o o b t a i n s o c i a l r i g h t s , and the 

more, s o c i a l r i g h t s they o b t a i n e d , the more they were a b l e t o 

e x e r c i s e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s t o advantage. 

D u r i n g most o f the f i r s t t h i r t y y e a r s when B r i t i s h 

Columbia was i n C o n f e d e r a t i o n , " s p e c i a l , i n t e r e s t s — o f r a i l w a y 

i n d u s t r i a l i s t s , c o a l - b a r o n s , w h o l e s a l e r s and i m p o r t e r s , and 
Q 

lumber and salmon c a n n i n g c a p i t a l i s t s " were the dominant 

i n f l u e n c e i n government c i r c l e s . Labour had t r i e d t o o b t a i n 

some power i n . V i c t o r i a , but w i t h o u t l a s t i n g s u ccess and w i t h -

g 
T e s t i f y i n g b e f o r e the R o y a l Commission on I n d u s t r i a l 

s t r i f e i n B. C , a Cumberland clergyman r e f e r r e d t o the l a c k 
of economic and p o l i t i c a l freedom f o r workers i n the .company 
towns and s a i d t h a t l i f e i n the c o a l m i n i n g . a r e a had "become 
r e a l l y pregnant w i t h a l l t h a t an American o r an Englishman 
d i s l i k e s . " Canada,. S e s s i o n a l . P a p e r s , Volume XXXVII, No. 13 
1 9 0 4 , "Evidence Taken B e f o r e the R o y a l Commission t o I n q u i r e 
i n t o I n d u s t r i a l D i s p u t e s i n the P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h Columbia." 
Dunsmuir's r e p r e s s i v e n e s s and f a r - r e a c h i n g i n f l u e n c e i n t o 
everyday l i f e i s d e s c r i b e d throughout the t e s t i m o n y . 

Q 
Ormsby, p. 318 
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out p o l i c y - m a k i n g o r p o l i c y - i n f l u e n c i n g power. The l a r g e 

and q u i c k l y g r o w i n g . w o r k i n g c l a s s had.no e l i t e s competing on 

t h e i r b e h a l f i n the l e g i s l a t u r e , and thus r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

democracy was f o r them n o n - o p e r a t i v e . A t t h e same t i m e , 

the t r a d i t i o n a l a l l i a n c e o f g o v e r n i n g e l i t e s began t o b r e a k 

down, so t h a t d u r i n g the. f i v e y e a r p e r i o d 1898 t o 1903 t h e r e 

were no l e s s t h a n s i x d i f f e r e n t m i n i s t r i e s . The stage was 

s e t f o r a r e a l i g n m e n t of f o r c e s , and a g rowing number of the 

w o r k i n g c l a s s were d e t e r m i n e d t o f i g u r e i n t h i s r e a l i g n m e n t . 

U n t i l the p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n o f 1 9 0 3 , p a r t y p o l i t i c s 

d i d not p l a y a l a r g e r o l e i n B r i t i s h Columbia. As Sage p o i n t s 

o u t , the l e a d e r s h i p o f the g r o u p i n g s which d i d e x i s t was f a i r l y 

d u r a b l e , but sometimes the same p e r s o n c o u l d be found i n the 

The two M.L.A.'s from the M.M.L.P.A..elected i n 
1890 e i t h e r were not r e - e l e c t e d or d i d not run a g a i n i n 1 8 9 4 , 
but Robert McPherson., r e p r e s e n t i n g the N a t i o n a l i s t P a r t y , d i d 
get e l e c t e d .at . t h i s time.. Not o n l y were l a b o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
c o n f i n e d t o the o p p o s i t i o n , but they were a l o n e v o i c e w i t h i n 
the o p p o s i t i o n . 

1 1 T h i s was a p o i n t t o which W i l l M a c C l a i n , USLP 
c a n d i d a t e i n the June 9 , 1 9 0 0 , p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n , made 
f r e q u e n t r e f e r e n c e s , o b v i o u s l y b e l i e v i n g he e x p r e s s e d the 
f e e l i n g o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s . " I n New Z e a l a n d the p l a i n 
p e o p l e — t h e farmers and wage-earners--are r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e 
government; bankers and l a w y e r s do not form the m a j o r i t y o f 
l e g i s l a t o r s ' , " he said... Independent, June 9 , 1 9 0 0 . 

12 
W.- N. Sage, " F e d e r a l P a r t i e s and P r o v i n c i a l P o l i t i c a l 

Groups i n B r i t i s h Columbia 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 0 3 , " B. C. H i s t o r i c a l Quar 
t e r l y , 12,- ( A p r i l , 1 9 4 8 ) , p a s s i m . Sage r e p o r t s t h a t t h e r e was 

http://had.no
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c a b i n e t o f e i t h e r group. Among the backbenchers p a r t y d i s 

c i p l i n e was v e r y l o o s e : the s i t u a t i o n was analogous t o t h a t 

d e s c r i b e d by Da h l i n r e f e r r i n g t o the s t a n d a r d p a t t e r n s o f 

o p p o s i t i o n s i n the. American c o n g r e s s i o n a l system: 

O p p o s i t i o n s . a r e t y p i c a l l y opposed o n l y t o s p e c i f i c 
p o l i c i e s o r the p e r s o n n e l o f Government. Thus i t 
i s n e a r l y always i m p o s s i b l e t o r e f e r p r e c i s e l y t o 
"the O p p o s i t i o n " , f o r the c o a l i t i o n w hich opposes 
the government on one m a t t e r may f a l l a p a r t , o r even 
g o v e r n , on a n o t h e r . To say. where "the Government" 
l e a v e s . o f f and " t h e . O p p o s i t i o n " b e g i n s i s an e x e r c i s e 
i n m e t a p h y s i c s . 1 3 

I n B r i t i s h Columbia the system worked s a t i s f a c t o r i l y 

as l o n g as p r o v i n c i a l p o l i t i c i a n s were u n i t e d i n t h e i r f i g h t 

a g a i n s t the f e d e r a l government over the guar a n t e e s g i v e n at 

the time B. C. j o i n e d C o n f e d e r a t i o n . A f t e r c o m p l e t i o n o f the 

Canadian P a c i f i c and E s q u i m a l t and Nanaimo r a i l r o a d s , however, 

B. C.'s p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s were a b l e t o t u r n t h e i r a t t e n t i o n 

more f u l l y t o ma t t e r s c o m p l e t e l y w i t h i n , t h e i r , own j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

A l t h o u g h they were a l l drawn from "the p r o f e s s i o n s , i n d u s t r y 

h o ' c l e a r r e l a t i o n s h i p between f e d e r a l p a r t i e s and p r o v i n c i a l 
groups. I n g e n e r a l i d e o l o g i c a l t e r m s , however, the Smith., 
Robson, D a v i e , T u r n e r and Dunsmuir m i n i s t r i e s were r e l a t e d 
to -the C o n s e r v a t i v e s , and the DeCosmos, Walkem, Beaven, 
S e m l i n and M a r t i n m i n i s t r i e s were r e l a t e d t o the L i b e r a l s . 

"^Robert A. Dahl,.. "The American O p p o s i t i o n s : A f f i r 
mations and. D e n i a l , " Robert A. Dahl., ed.., P o l i t i c a l O p p o s i t i o n s  
i n Western .Democracies (New Haven: Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y - P r e s s , 
1 9 6 6 ) , p. 3 ^ ! T h i s may be a s l i g h t e x a g g e r a t i o n , but the p o i n t 
t o be made i s t h a t the government c o u l d not depend on the 
c o n s i s t e n t s u p p o r t o f i t s b a c k b e n c h e r s . P a r t y d i s c i p l i n e i n 
contemporary terms was n o n - e x i s t e n t . 
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and b u s i n e s s — a f a c t w h i c h h e l p e d them t o c o o p e r a t e — o t h e r 

m a t t e r s d i v i d e d them. The r i v a l r y between the M a i n l a n d and 

the I s l a n d b u r s t f o r t h anew when i n John Robson's r e d i s t r i 

b u t i o n b i l l of 1895 Vancouver was not g i v e n s u f f i c i e n t 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o s u i t l o c a l p o l i t i c i a n s . A l s o angered by 

the t r e a t m e n t a c c o r d e d Vancouver were the growing w o r k i n g 

and commercial c l a s s e s , many o f whose number came from o u t -
14 

s i d e the p r o v i n c e , who wanted g r e a t e r p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 

government, but found t h a t most o f the w o r t h w h i l e o f f i c e s 

were h e l d and f i l l e d by the Vancouver I s l a n d c l i q u e . Hence, 

d u r i n g the l a s t f i v e y e a r s o f the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , members 

of the Vancouver commercial c l a s s and men from o t h e r p a r t s o f 

the m a i n l a n d as w e l l appeared on the V i c t o r i a scene and began 

t o c h a l l e n g e the s t a t u s quo. 

As the June 9, 1900, e l e c t i o n approached, the p o l i t i c a l 

s i t u a t i o n was one of the most . c o n f u s i n g . e v e r t o have e x i s t e d 

i n t he p r o v i n c e . Not o n l y was t h e r e no c l e a r d i v i s i o n between 

competing g r o u p s ; w i t h i n t h e s e groups t h e r e were v a r i o u s 

F o r example, T. W. Acheson, "Changing S o c i a l O r i g i n s 
o f the Canadian I n d u s t r i a l E l i t e , 1880-1910,"'"Business H i s t o r y  
Review, X L V I I , No. 2 (1973),. notes t h a t i n h i s . sample c o f 
Western Canadian c a p i t a l i s t s f o r the p e r i o d 1905-1910, none 
was b o r n i n Western Canada. M a r t i n R o b i n , The Rush f o r S p o i l s , 
and Margaret Ormsby, B r i t i s h Columbia: a H i s t o r y , d i s c u s s 
the Vancouver I s l a n d - M a i n l a n d c o m p e t i t i o n o f t h i s p e r i o d . 
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facti,on.§., L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r T, R, Mclnnes., who had h e l p e d 
l 6 

t o c r e a t e the c o n f u s i n g s i t u a t i o n s , p r o h a h l y saw t h i n g s more 

a c c u r a t e l y at t h i s t ime than he had on p r e v i o u s .occasions. To' 

Governor G e n e r a l M i n t o he w r o t e , "There has not been, t o my 

knowledge, a Governor i n Canada who has had such an u t t e r l y 

amorphous and s e l f - s e e k i n g pack of p o l i t i c i a n s from which t o 

±JFor example, b e f o r e M a r t i n became p r e m i e r i n 1900 
he had been a L i b e r a l and A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l i n the S e m l i n 
government. C a r t e r - C o t t o n was a l s o a member o f the S e m l i n 
c a b i n e t and a L i b e r a l t o o . D u r i n g the e l e c t i o n M a r t i n r a n 
as a l e a d e r of h i s own government p a r t y w i t h s u p p r t from two 
L i b e r a l s ; C a r t e r - C o t t o n r a n , not .for' the L i b e r a l s , but f o r 
the P r o v i n c i a l P a r t y . The Independent, June 9, 1900, p. 1, 
attempts t o s o r t out t h e s e d i v i s i o n s by l i s t i n g a l l the 
c a n d i d a t e s i n t a b l e form. On the government s i d e , they show 
t h i r t y M a r t i n s u p p o r t e r s and two L i b e r a l s (the o n l y ones r u n 
n i n g under the name.) On t h e o p p o s i t i o n s i d e are l i s t e d 
n i n e t e e n C o n s e r v a t i v e s , e i g h t e e n P r o v i n c i a l i t e s 5 . . e i g h t e e n 
T u r n e r i t e s , f i v e Independent Labour P a r t y and one S o c i a l i s t . 
Thomas Robinson w r o t e , "Our p o l i t i c a l mix-up here i s not 
u n l i k e the famous b o a r d i n g house hash-hard t o t e l l w h ich i s 
head or t a i l s . " C i t i z e n & C o u n t r y , May 1 8 , 1900. 

~^For h i s r o l e i n the p r e c e d i n g t w e l v e months 
L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r T. R. Mclnnes was d i s m i s s e d by L a u r i e r 
on June 20, 1900. Mclnnes had become e m b r o i l e d i n B. C. 
p o l i t i c s by d i s m i s s i n g S e m l i n when he was not a b l e t o o b t a i n 
m a j o r i t y s u p p o r t i n the l e g i s l a t u r e a f t e r b e i n g p r e m i e r f o r 
two y e a r s w i t h o u t a w o r k i n g m a j o r i t y . M a r t i n , whom Mclnnes 
had c a l l e d t o form a government, f a i l e d t o put t o g e t h e r a 
w o r k i n g c o a l i t i o n and was o n l y a b l e t o get-ef Ivecm.ennto 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n h i s c a b i n e t , A f t e r a s k i n g M a r t i n t o form a 
government, Mclnnes proceeded t o prorogue the house. When 
he appeared t o r e a d h i s speech, a l l the members except 
M a r t i n and the Speaker l e f t . M a r t i n was a l l o w e d to go f o r 
t h r e e months w i t h o u t m e e t i n g the l e g i s l a t u r e . F o r f u r t h e r 
d e t a i l s see J . T.. S a y w e l l , "The Mclnnes I n c i d e n t i n B r i t i s h 
C olumbia," BCHQ, V o l . 14, 1950, pp. 141-66; J . T. S a y w e l l , 
The O f f i c e o f t h e L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r ( T o r o n t o : U n i v e r s i t y 
o f . T o r o n t o P r e s s , 1957•) 
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seek a s t a b l e government as m y s e l f . " At the same time he. 

wrote t o S i r W i l f r e d L a u r i e r , "The t r o u b l e i s t h a t at p r e s e n t 

we have about as many l e a d e r s , o r would-be l e a d e r s , as f o l 

l o w e r s . I need not go,over the names o f those i n the o l d 

House who c o n s i d e r e d themselves p r e - e m i n e n t l y q u a l i f i e d t o 
18 

become p r e m i e r — i t would i n c l u d e about one t h i r d o f them." 
19 

I n t h i s f a c t i o n - r i d d l e d s i t u a t i o n the p o l i t i c i a n s 

p e r c e i v e d t h a t they would have t o broaden t h e i r s u p p o r t base. 

As the p r o v i n c e had emerged from the hammerlock o f the l o n g 

r e c e s s i o n , i t had moved i n t o one o f i t s g r e a t e s t growth p e r i o d s . 

The l a b o u r - i n t e n s i v e m i n i n g i n d u s t r y i n the Kootenay and 

Boundary areas gave b i r t h t o t h r i v i n g towns, p o p u l a t e d i n the 
main by Am e r i c a n s , where p r e v i o u s l y o n l y p r o s p e c t o r s had 

20 
roamed. The growing working, c l a s s was i m p o r t a n t not o n l y i n 

17 

Ormsby, p. 323-

I b i d . , p. 323 • Truman's h y p o t h e s i s t h a t s e v e r e d i s t u r b a n c e s i n 
e v i t a b l y produce a s s o c i a t i o n s t o s t a b i l i z e group r e l a t i o n s 
would be seen t o h o l d t r u e i n B. C. over the t h r e e - y e a r 
p e r i o d 1 9 0 0 - 1 9 0 3 , when p a r t y p o l i t i c s f i n a l l y took h o l d at 
the p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l . D a v i d Truman, The Governmental P r o c e s s , 
p., 6 1 . 

20 
The Western F e d e r a t i o n o f Mi n e r s had moved i n t o the 

a r e a to o r g a n i z e the m e t a l miners i n 1895- By the end o f 
the c e n t u r y they had e l e v e n unions formed i n t o a D i s t r i c t 
A s s o c i a t i o n w i t h 3 , 0 0 0 members. Ferguson E a g l e , F e b r u a r y 4 , 



89 

terms of numbers, but also i n i t s i n f l u e n c e on the e x i s t i n g 

economic and s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e of the province. Settlement 

i n B r i t i s h Columbia was now no longer confined to Vancouver 

I s l a n d and the Lower Mainland, and i t was to the o u t l y i n g 

areas that the p o l i t i c a l e l i t e s now turned f o r e l e c t o r a l 

support. 

At the same time, Labour and labour leaders d i s s a t i s 
f i e d w ith t h e i r l i m i t e d su.c;C:e;s;s a f t e r years of s t r i v i n g 
looked around f o r means of o b t a i n i n g t h e i r demands through 
p o l i t i c a l channels. The s e r i e s of weak p r o v i n c i a l governments 
had provided l i t t l e c o n t r o l on the power and i n f l u e n c e of the 
m i l l i o n s of d o l l a r s of c a p i t a l f l o w i n g i n t o the province. 
Nor had governments perceived the s a c r i f i c e s - - i n terms of work-

21 
m g c o n d i t i o n s , h e a l t h and pay --made by the workers i n the 

1900. Many of the miners were Americans who had come north 
from Colorado, Idaho and Montana. They were imbued w i t h 
the populism of the " S i l v e r S t a t e s " and w i t h the r a d i c a l i s m 
born of the many b a t t l e s they had fought w i t h the mine 
owners south of the border. Not too f a r i n the future these 
same men would provide pockets of support f o r the S o c i a l i s t s . 
See Chapter V. 

21 
Frequent references to l i v i n g and working c o n d i t i o n s 

i n the metal .and C3©iaJl- mining. ...camps can.be found i n the American  
Labour Union.Journal and the -Miners' Magazine as w e l l as 
o c c a s i o n a l l y i n the Western C l a r i o n and other small community 
papers such as the Sandon Pay streak." They were company towns 
at t h e i r worst, w i t h the company owning everything i n c l u d i n g 
the one s t o r e . Whole f a m i l i e s l i v e d i n one-room dwellings 
which were u s u a l l y without s e r v i c e s because the companies were 

http://can.be
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c o a l and metal mining areas i n order to support t h i s booming 
era. 

An important f a c t o r i n b r i n g i n g the 'mining communities 
to p o l i t i c a l l i f e was the passage of an eight-hour day law f o r 
underground miners during the 1899 s e s s i o n of the L e g i s l a t i v e 

22 

Assembly. The Mine-Owners A s s o c i a t i o n immediately pledged 
to make the law inoperable. The measure had passed only nar
rowly and the miners knew that the s t a t u t e was v u l n e r a b l e , 
since anything voted i n could also be voted out. They were 
therefore ready to enter the p o l i t i c a l arena to p r o t e c t t h i s 
important gain. The importance of t h i s law to the miners was 
demonstrated by the declared i n t e n t i o n of the Western Feder
a t i o n of Miners to s u s t a i n the eight-hour law "even i f i t means 

not r e q u i r e d to provide them as long as they could prevent 
i n c o r p o r a t i o n as m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . Except f o r underground 
workers, the hours of work f o r years were ten hours a day, 
s i x (and sometimes seven) days per week. 

2 2 
The law had been forced through. The 1898 e l e c t i o n 

had l e f t Ralph Smith, a former coal miner and now business 
agent of the Nanaimo Miners Union, who had been e l e c t e d as a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Nanaimo Labour P a r t y , and two members 
sympathetic to labour—McPherson and M c K e c h n i e — i n a balance 
of power p o s i t i o n . Semlin, the Premier, had seventeen s e a t s , 
while the Opposition had eighteen. Under these circumstances 
the three labour sympathizers were able to persuade the govern
ment to pass the eight-hour law i n r e t u r n f o r a promise of 
support f o r other government measures. 
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c l o s i n g a l l the' mines."^ _ > 

As a r e s u l t o f a l l t f i e f o r e g o i n g f a c t o r s , f o r the 

f i r s t time i n t h e i r h i s t o r y , the w o r k i n g c l a s s i n B r i t i s h 

C olumbia found t h r e e s e p a r a t e groups s e e k i n g t h e i r s u p p o r t : 

the a l r e a d y - e s t a b l i s h e d e l i t e , the l a b o u r p o l i t i c i a n s , and 

the s o c i a l i s t s . C l e a r l y the e l e c t i o n o f June 9, 1900, was 

'to be a w a t e r s h e d i n B r i t i s h Columbia p o l i t i c s . 

As mentioned e a r l i e r , t he t r a d i t i o n a l r u l i n g groups 

were s p l i t more s e r i o u s l y i n e a r l y 1900 th a n e v e r b e f o r e , 

and were t h e r e f o r e i n need o f new s o u r c e s o f s u p p o r t . M a r t i n , 

t h e P r e m i e r at d i s s o l u t i o n , a p p e a l e d most o v e r t l y f o r l a b o u r 

s u p p o r t , b o t h i n h i s speeches and i n h i s a d v e r t i s i n g campaign. 

H i s s e r i e s o f a d v e r t i s e m e n t s i n the Independent, the o f f i c i a l 

o rgan o f the Vancouver Trades and Labour C o u n c i l , was i n t e n d e d 

R o s s l a n d I n d u s t r i a l W orld, January 20, 1900. I t 
i s i r o n i c t h a t i n F e b r u a r y , 1901, i n o r d e r t o p r o t e c t the 
e i g h t - h o u r day, the R o s s l a n d l o c a l a c c e p t e d the c o n t r a c t 
system f o r the miners and a wage r e d u c t i o n f o r the muckers. 
Under the c o n t r a c t system the;-mer: were a c t u a l l y f o r c e d t o 
compete w i t h one a n o t h e r because they had t o b i d on s e c t i o n s 
o f work. F u r t h e r m o r e , as a consequence o f the wage r e d u c t i o n 
c e r t a i n m i n e s — m a i n l y the Centre S t a r , War E a g l e and L e R o i — 
g a i n e d a c o m p e t i t i v e edge over the o t h e r mines, making the 
members o f unions at o t h e r mines r e s e n t f u l and p l a c i n g 
p r e s s u r e on u n i o n s o l i d a r i t y . The R o s s l a n d l o c a l d i d not go 
on s t r i k e because the men f e a r e d i t might annoy the l e g i s 
l a t o r s and i m p e l them t o revoke the e i g h t - h o u r law. M i n e r s ' 
Magazine, S e p t . , 1901. 
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24 to a p p e a l t o the l a b o u r v o t e . M a r t i n p l e d g e d t h a t any 

government formed by him would a b o l i s h the $200 c a n d i d a t e 

d e p o s i t , r e - e n a c t a l l d i s a l l o w e d s t a t u t e s c o n t a i n i n g a n t i -

m ongolian c l a u s e s , d i s c o u r a g e the s p r e a d o f the use o f cheap 

o r i e n t a l l a b o u r , c o n t i n u e t o attempt t o e n f o r c e the e i g h t -

hour law passe d i n 1898 and i f t h i s f a i l e d t o put i t t o 

referendum at the next e l e c t i o n , t o r e t a i n the r e s o u r c e s o f 

the p r o v i n c e f o r the pe o p l e by p u t t i n g an end t o s p e c u l a t i o n , 

t o have r a i l w a y s . c o n s t r u c t e d and o p e r a t e d by the government, 

and t o remove from the L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r - i n - C o u n c i l any 
25 

power t o make s u b s t a n t i v e changes i n the law. 

The L i b e r a l - C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y a p p e a l f o r the w o r k i n g -

men's vote c o n s i s t e d o f s u p p o r t f o r the e i g h t - h o u r law and 

a d o p t i o n o f the p r i n c i p l e o f government ownership o f r a i l w a y s 
2 6 

i n so f a r as t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f the p r o v i n c e would p e r m i t . 

24 
The s e r i e s r a n i n the Independent, weekly from May 

5, 1900 to June 9, 1900. 
25 

Not the L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r as s t a t e d by Robert T. 
Loosmore, The•B. C. Labour Movement.and P o l i t i c a l A c t i o n , 
I 8 7 9 - I 9 0 6 (M.A. T h e s i s , U.B.C. 1 9 5 4 ) , p. 1 0 2 , but the' 
L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r - i n - C o u n c i l , which i s . t h e C a b i n e t . I n 
t h i s p l a n k M a r t i n was t r y i n g t o put l i m i t s on government by 
O r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l . 

2 6 
The Independent, from a s e r i e s o f a d v e r t i s e m e n t s 

a p p e a r i n g w e e k l y , A p r i l 2 8 , 1900 t o June 9 , 1 9 0 0 . 
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There was s u b s t a n t i a l freedom of a c t i o n f o r i n d i v i d u a l 
candidates, some of whom made t h e i r own moves to obta i n labour 
support. For example, i n r e t u r n f o r League support, Richard 
McBride, the Conservative candidate.in Dewdney, endorsed the 
pl a t f o r m of the Canadian S o c i a l i s t League (CSL) when i t was 
presented to him by J . M. Cameron. ' (Port Moody, i n the 
Dewdney r i d i n g , was the center of. the League's a c t i v i t i e s at 
that time.) As part of i t s e l e c t i o n campaign, the League had 
c i r c u l a t e d the f o l l o w i n g pledge e x t e n s i v e l y throughout the 
province: 

E l e c t i o n s 1900 
(Canadian S o c i a l i s t League E l e c t i o n Pledge) 

The undersigned, as e l e c t o r i n R i d i n g , 
hereby pledges hi m s e l f not to vote f o r any candidate 
who refuses to subscribe to the attached Labor P l a t f o r m 
and Candidates Pledge. 

Labor P l a t f o r m and Candidates Pledge  
The undersigned, a candidate f o r e l e c t i o n to the B. C. 
P r o v i n c i a l L e g i s l a t u r e , hereby endorses the f o l l o w i n g 
l a b o r p l a t f o r m : 
1) P r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , based on adult s u f f r a g e . 

No candidate's deposit to be re q u i r e d when nomination 
endorsed by 100 e l e c t o r s . 

2) Referendum on a l l questions that 10 per cent of the 
members may demand to have submitted to the people. 

3) Employment f o r the unemployed at l i v i n g wages, and 
eight-hour day on a l l p u b l i c works. Union l a b e l on 
a l l government s u p p l i e s . 

4) P u b l i c ownership of a l l monopolies. 
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5) School books to be su p p l i e d f r e e , or at f i r s t cost. 
6) Exempting of improvements from t a x a t i o n . 
and pledges h i m s e l f to use a l l l a w f u l means to have ^ 
these measures placed on the s t a t u t e s of the province. 

L a t e r i n the campaign McBride denied s i g n i n g the 
pledge and i t was necessary f o r Cameron to make copies of the 
signed pledge f o r c i r c u l a t i o n and v e r i f i c a t i o n . That McBride 
was not e n t i r e l y i n agreement wi t h the s i x points of the pledge 
was demonstrated by h i s l a t e r performance as a member of the 
Dunsmuir government and as premier. Why then d i d he s i g n the 
pledge? I t can only be assumed that Cameron had convinced him 
that s o c i a l i s t and labour strength i n the r i d i n g was strong. 
At a l a t e r date McBride d i d cooperate with the s o c i a l i s t s i n 
the l e g i s l a t u r e , but t h i s was s t r i c t l y expedience—he needed 

2 8 
t h e i r support to say i n o f f i c e . 

Taking advantage of the confused p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n , 

^'The Independent, A p r i l 2 1 , 1 9 0 0 . 

2 8 
I cannot agree w i t h Loosmore, p. I l l , or wi t h the 

Opposition of the day that there i s evidence i n d i c a t i n g that 
McBride was sympathetic to labour, and c e r t a i n l y he h e l d no 
b r i e f f o r the s o c i a l i s t s , although he and Hawthornthwaite had 
a good working r e l a t i o n s h i p . The p e r i o d of McBride rs premier
ship can be compared with that of W.A.C. Bennett. Both were 
periods of r a p i d i n d u s t r i a l growth, n e c e s s i t a t i n g improved 
and enlarged t r a n s p o r t a t i o n f a c i l i t i e s . McBride b u i l t r a i l 
ways and roads, and Bennett b u i l t roads and r a i l w a y s . McBride's, 
and Bennett's, greatest c o n t r i b u t i o n to labour can be seen as 
i n d u s t r i a l expansion. 
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c a p i t a l i z i n g on the i n c r e a s e d number o f u n i o n men i n the 

p r o v i n c e and on the s m a l l s u c e s s Ralph. Smith, had o b t a i n e d 

as the l o n e l a b o u r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n the House, and no 

doubt a l s o s e n s i n g the winds o f change, o r g a n i z e d l a b o u r 
29 

e n t e r e d the p o l i t i c a l a r ena i n some areas o f the p r o v i n c e . 

I n Nanaimo and Vancouver they f i e l d e d t h e i r own c a n d i d a t e s , 

w h i l e i n the Kootenay-Boundary a r e a they adopted the w e l l -

known t a c t i c o f the American F e d e r a t i o n o f Labour and the 

example o f the O n t a r i o u n i o n i s t s , g i v i n g t h e i r s u p p o r t . t o 

c a n d i d a t e s o f o t h e r p a r t i e s who p l e d g e d themselves t o s u p p o r t 

l a b o u r i n t e r e s t s . 

A f u r t h e r s i g n i f i c a n c e o f the e l e c t i o n o f June 9, 1900, 

was the f a c t t h a t , f o r the f i r s t time i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 

p o l i t i c s , a s o c i a l i s t e n t e r e d the r a c e . Running i n the 

Vancouver r i d i n g , W i l l M a c C l a i n was a c a n d i d a t e o f the U n i t e d 

S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y (USLP), o f which he had been an org a n -
30 

l z e r t h a t s p r i n g . 

The V i c t o r i a D a i l y C o l o n i s t , June 3, 1900, noted 
t h a t t h i s was t h e f i r s t B. C. campaign i n wh i c h " l a b o r 
i s s u e s are p r e s e n t e d t o the v o t e r s . " 

30 
L i t t l e i s known o f M a c C l a i n ' s e a r l i e r a c t i v i t i e s 

o t h e r t h a n t h a t he had been,,in the B r i t i s h navy f o r t w e l v e 
y e a r s . W i l l i a m B e n n e t t , B u i l d e r s - o'-f B r i t i s h Columbia 
( V a n c o u v e r ? Broadway P r i n t e r s , 1937),' p. 137, says he 
"jumped" h i s s h i p i n S e a t t l e but the P r o v i n c e , June 11, 
1900, p, 3, says he r e c e i v e d an honourable d i s c h a r g e . He 
a r r i v e d i n B r i t i s h Columbia sometime i n l80'9 and soon 
became a c t i v e i n l a b o r a c t i v i t i e s . He was an o r g a n i z e r 
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U n l i k e , g o c l . a l i . s t demands, w h i c h d i f f e r e d i n both, tone 

and content, from those i n o t h e r p r o v i n c e s , the p o l i t i c a l de^ J 

31 
mands o f lab.oxir were not u n i q u e t o t h i s c o a s t a l p r o v i n c e . 
I n t h e i r s i m i l a r i t i e s t h e l a b o u r p l a t f o r m s a c r o s s the country-
r e f l e c t e d the growing phenomenon o f c o n t i n e n t a l communication 

32 
l i n k s . I n g e n e r a l l a b o u r c a l l e d f o r a l e g a l workday o f not 

o f the f i s h e r m e n ' s s t r i k e i n 1900, and a l o n g w i t h F rank 
Rogers and E r n e s t B u r n s , had been a prime mover i n g e t t i n g 
the Japanese, I n d i a n and w h i t e f i s h e r m e n t o c o o p e r a t e . F o r 
the f u l l s t o r y o f t h i s s t r i k e see R a l s t o n , K e i t h , The 1900  
S t r i k e o f F r a s e r R i v e r Sockeye Salmon Fishermen (M.A.'Thesis, 
U.B.C., 1965 ) . M a c C l a i n was p r e s i d e n t o f the M a c h i n i s t s 
U n i o n , and w i t h i n the y e a r he had been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n h a v i n g 
t h e weekly hours i n the Canadian P a c i f i c R a i l w a y Vancouver 
shops reduced from 60 t o 54, w i t h an i n c r e a s e i n take-home 
pay. He was a l s o on the Vancouver Trades and Labour C o u n c i l , 
and c o n s i s t e n t l y f o u g h t l a b o u r ' s attempts t o s e t up p o l i t i c a l 
arms i n the form o f l a b o u r p a r t i e s . 

31 
The one demand t h a t was unique t o B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , 

and f o r t h a t m a t t e r the P a c i f i c C o a s t , r e f l e c t e d l a b o u r ' s 
c o n c e r n w i t h the i m m i g r a t i o n o f Chinese and Japanese w o r k e r s , 
a problem w h i c h was t o concern l a b o u r u n t i l W. W. I I . 

32 
The Rocky Mountains may have h e l p e d t o i s o l a t e 

B r i t i s h Columbia e c o n o m i c a l l y , but they d i d not p r e v e n t com
m u n i c a t i o n s o r the f l o w o f i d e a s . T h i s i s not t o say t h a t 
B. C. was p a r t o f a " g l o b a l v i l l a g e " , but the p r o g r e s s i v e 
i d e a s o f the P o p u l i s t s and l a t t e r l y o f the American s o c i a l i s t 
movement were w e l l known west o f the R o c k i e s . I n - a d d i t i o n t o 
the i n f l u e n c e o f the C i t i z e n and^Country r e f e r r e d t o e a r l i e r , 
t h e r e were a l s o r a d i c a l " j o u r n a l s ' i n " t h e ' s o u t h e a s t e r n m i n i n g 
a r e a , such as the Sandoh N'Baystreak and the Ferguson E a g l e 
( l a t e r the L a r d e a u : Eagle')'/ and" the m i n e r s ' own. p u b l i c a t i o n s — 
Miners-' Magazine' and" the 'American' Labour U n i o n J o u r n a l — b o t h 
e d i t e d by', American s o c i a l i s t s , as w e l l as" l a b o u r papers such 
as the Independent i n Vancouver and t h e R o s s l a n d I - n d u s t r i a l  
W o rld, o f f i c i a l " organ o f D i s t r i c t No. 6 of" t h e Western F e d e r 
a t i o n o f M i n e r s , and the Nanaimo C l a r i o n . A l t h o u g h t h e s e 

http://gocl.ali.st
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more th a n e i g h t h o u r s , a minimum wage on p u b l i c works, 

government ownership o f t e l e p h o n e , t e l e g r a p h and r a i l w a y 

l i n e s , d i r e c t democracy t h r o u g h the i n i t i a t i v e and r e f e r 

endum, a b o l i t i o n of the c o n t r a c t system on p u b l i c works, 

a b o l i t i o n o f the $200 c a n d i d a t e s d e p o s i t , s i n g l e t a x , f r e e 

compulsory e d u c a t i o n w i t h f r e e m a t e r i a l s , and no more p u b l i c 

l a n d to be a l i e n a t e d t o c o r p o r a t i o n s or i n d i v i d u a l s except 

on a l e a s e b a s i s . A s i d e from the p u b l i c ownership p l a n k s , 

the l a b o u r p l a t f o r m s bore l i t t l e e v i d e n c e of s o c i a l i s t i n 

f l u e n c e . The c a p i t a l i s t system was a c c e p t a b l e — w h a t they 

wanted was a more e q u i t a b l e share o f i t s p r o d u c t s . 

The p l a t f o r m on which W i l l M a c C l a i n s t o o d was not 

s o l e l y the s o c i a l i s m o f Marx, nor was i t p u r e l y the r a d i c a l 

p o l i t i c s o f the American West. A l t h o u g h the immediate demands 

were s i m i l a r i n content t o those o f the Independent Labor 

P a r t i e s , they d i f f e r e d i n t o n e . As Loosmore s a y s , "They have 

a f l a v o u r of economic and p o l i t i c a l t h e o r y not found i n the 
33 

p r a g m a t i c demands o f the 'pure and s i m p l e ' u n i o n i s t s . " The 

papers were m a i n l y c a r r i e r s o f l o c a l news, they a l s o devoted 
c o n s i d e r a b l e space t o news from o t h e r p a r t s o f the w o r l d . 
The Nanaimo H e r a l d was s y m p a t h e t i c t o l a b o u r , and the d a i l y 
p r e s s i t s e l f ( e . g . the D a i l y News A d v e r t i s e r and the D a i l y  
World i n Vancouver, t h e D a i l y C o l o n i s t i n V i c t o r i a , and t h e 
Nanaimo Fr e e P r e s s ) gave co v e r a g e , i f not always u n b i a s e d , 
t o p o l i t i c a l e vents o u t s i d e the p r o v i n c e . 

33 Loosmore, p. 119. 
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s o c i a l i s m o f t h e U.S.L.P. was " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " i n t h a t i t 

c a l l e d f o r "the a d o p t i o n o f a s o c i a l and i n d u s t r i a l system 

t h a t w i l l put an end t o p r o f i t " , and " i d e a l i s t " i n t h a t 

i t s program i n c l u d e d immediate demands. The o r i g i n a l group 

who s t a r t e d t h e U.S.L.P. had been former members o f t h e 

S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y ( s u p r a , p . 6 l , Ch. 2 ) , and t h i s i s 

e v i d e n t i n t h a t l a r g e p o r t i o n s o f t h e p l a t f o r m were t a k e n 

v e r b a t i m from the p l a t f o r m o f the S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y , 

a p l a t f o r m which i n t u r n had been t a k e n from t h e American 

S.L.P. 

T h i s , t h e n , I s t h e o r i g i n o f t h e M a r x i s t element i n 

the U.S.L.P. p l a t f o r m . I n a d d i t i o n t o c a l l i n g f o r t h e same 

changes as d i d t h e Independent Labour P a r t y c a n d i d a t e s , the 

U.S.L.P. brought t h e s e a d d i t i o n a l demands t o t h e B r i t i s h 

Columbia p o l i t i c a l scene: the Dominion t o have e x c l u s i v e 

r i g h t t o i s s u e money; the t r a n s f e r from p r o v i n c i a l t o f e d e r a l 

j u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s o f t h e c o u n t r y ; t h e 

a b o l i t i o n o f p a t e n t r i g h t s ( i n v e n t o r s t o be p a i d o u t r i g h t by 

the government); p r o g r e s s i v e income and i n h e r i t a n c e t a x e s 

3 4 
- ' " I n d e a l i s t " i s t h e term used by t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

s o c i a l i s t s t o d e s c r i b e t h o s e p e o p l e who wanted t o change t h e 
c a p i t a l i s t system but who at t h e same time c a l l e d f o r measures 
which would improve the system u n t i l such time as t h e complete 
change c o u l d be brought about. From an i n t e r v i e w i n August, 
1966, w i t h W a l l a c e W. and S t a n l e y L e f e a u x . 
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(not the s i n g l e - t a x s t i l l so p o p u l a r w i t h l a b o u r ) ; r e p e a l o f 

a l l p auper, tramp and c o n s p i r a c y l a w s ; employment o f the 

unemployed by the p u b l i c a u t h o r i t i e s ; e q u a l i z a t i o n o f male 

and female wages f o r l i k e work; a b o l i t i o n o f the Senate; 

p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ; a l l e l e c t i o n days t o be l e g a l 

h o l i d a y s ; a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f j u s t i c e , t o be f r e e ; and a b o l i t i o n 

o f c o r p o r a l and c a p i t a l punishment. 

As the e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s l a t e r i n d i c a t e d the i m p o r t a n t 

i s s u e s i n the e l e c t i o n so f a r as l a b o u r was concerned were 

the e i g h t - h o u r law and .the a n t i - M o n g o l i a n q u e s t i o n . Appar

e n t l y t h i s became obvious t o the U.S.L.P. as the campaign 

p r o g r e s s e d , because they l a t e r i n c l u d e d , f o r the f i r s t and 

l a s t t i m e , the f o l l o w i n g a n t i - M o n g o l i a n p l a n k i n t h e i r p l a t 

form: 

The U n i t e d S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y o f B.c C. would 
always s t a n d f o r t r u t h and j u s t i c e and l i b e r t y . A 
t r u e democracy o f happy w o r k e r s , f r e e d from the abuse 
o f greedy c o r p o r a t i o n s , w h o are b r i n g i n g thousands o f 
Japs and Chinese t o the P r o v i n c e o f B r i t i s h Columbia 
t o t a k e the p l a c e s o f the w h i t e B r i t i s h workers o f 
t h i s f a i r p r o v i n c e , and i n so d o i n g are s i m p l y t a k i n g 
the b r e a d and b u t t e r out o f the mouths o f the wives 
and c h i l d r e n o f the workers of,•;this c i t y and p r o v i n c e . 
T h e r e f o r e we a p p e a l t o the workers o f t h i s c i t y t o 
h e l p us i n our n o b l e f i g h t a g a i n s t u n s c r u p u l o u s h i r e 
l i n g s o f the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s and i n d o i n g t h i s you 
are h e l p i n g t o p r o t e c t y o u r wives and f a m i l i e s , homes 
and f i r e - s i d e s . B e t t e r wages, s h o r t e r hours o f l a b o r 
and a minimum wage of $ 2 . 5 0 a day f o r a l l u n s k i l l e d 
l a b o r . ~>-) 

Independent, June 2 , 1 9 0 0 . Loosmore, p. 116, e r r e d 
when he s a i d t h a t the U..S'.L.P. d i d not campaign on an a n t i -
M o n g o l i a n p l a n k . 
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That a c o n s c i o u s e f f o r t was b e i n g made t o s e c u r e 

the v o t e o f t h e w o r k i n g man was c l e a r l y v i s i b l e i n t h e 

i n f l u e n c e o f s o c i a l i s m on the v a r i o u s p a r t y programs. The 

e d i t o r o f the S l o c a n D r i l l o b s e r v e d : 

P r a c t i c a l e t h i c s o f s o c i a l i s m are making g r e a t 
headway i n the w e s t . . . e v e r y p l a t f o r m i n s i g h t i n 
our own p r o v i n c i a l lumber y e a r i s f u l l charged 
w i t h . . . commendable m a t e r i a l . Our p o l i t i c a l s a re 
i m b i b i n g the s o c i a l i s t ozone i n l a r g e doses, f o r 
they know i t i s t h e e l i x i r o f l i f e t o t h i s and 
coming g e n e r a t i o n s . P u b l i c f r a n c h i s e s f o r t h e 
p u b l i c and freedom f o r a l l are p o w e r f u l l e v e r s 
w i t h t h e masses.3D 

A week l a t e r the S l o c a n D r i l l was a g a i n a n t i c i p a t i n g 

h eaven-on-earth i n B r i t i s h Columbia a f t e r t h e e l e c t i o n : 

More p r a c t i c a l s o c i a l i s t i c i d e a s are e x p r e s s e d 
today i n t h e m u l t i t u d i n o u s p l a t f o r m s b e f o r e t h e 
p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t o r s t h a n ever saw the l i g h t b e f o r e 
i n the west. Everywhere th e aim seems t o be t o 
g i v e t h e p e o p l e a n y t h i n g and e v e r y t h i n g t h a t comes 
under the head o f p u b l i c f r a n c h i s e and ownership. 
I f a l l t h e p r o p o s i t i o n s a r e c a r r i e d out by t h e 
i n c o m i n g l e g i s l a t u r e we s h a l l have a p e r f e c t 
E l y s i u m i n B r i t i s h Columbia.37 

But U t o p i a as d e f i n e d by t h e S l o c a n D r i l l was not t o 

be a t t a i n e d so e a s i l y . A l t h o u g h the new i d e a s o f the l a b o u r 

i t e s and s o c i a l i s t s were t o l e a v e t h e i r mark on t h e B r i t i s h 

Columbia p o l i t i c a l scene i n p e r p e t u i t y , on June 9 t h e e l e c t o r s 

went t o t h e p o l l s and s u p p o r t e d t h o s e c a n d i d a t e s who had 

0 Independent, May 1 9 , 1 9 0 0 . R e p r i n t e d from the 
S l o c a n D r i l l . 

•^Independent, May 2 6 , 1 9 0 0 . R e p r i n t e d from t h e 
S l o c a n D r i l l . 
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campaigned f o r the b r e a d - a n d - b u t t e r . i s s u e s o f the e i g h t -

hour day, f u l l employment and the l i m i t a t i o n o f O r i e n t a l 
3 8 

i m m i g r a t i o n . W i l l M a c C l a i n , w i t h 683 votes' 3 was at the 

bottom o f the p o l l i n the Vancouver r i d i n g . N o n e t h e l e s s , 

h i s e f f o r t , as the f i r s t s o c i a l i s t c a n d i d a t e , was l o o k e d 

upon w i t h some, p r i d e : "He had more v o t e s t h a n any s u c c e s s 

f u l c a n d i d a t e o u t s i d e Vancouver, V i c t o r i a , R o s s l a n d , N e l s o n 

and Nanaimo. Twenty-seven men o f the t h i r t y - e i g h t were 

e l e c t e d w i t h fewer v o t e s than were g i v e n t o MacClean j _ s i c j 

the S o c i a l i s t . " 3 9 

D i x o n and W i l l i a m s , the VTLC c a n d i d a t e s , s h a r e d 

the bottom o f the p o l l w i t h M a c C l a i n , o b t a i n i n g 853 and 7 l 6 

v o t e s r e s p e c t i v e l y . Two c o n s e r v a t i v e s , Garden and T a t l o w , 

and P r e m i e r M a r t i n p l u s a s u p p o r t e r , G i l m o u r , were v i c t o r i o u s 

i n Vancouver. I n the Kootenay a r e a , where the m e t a l miners 

and the o t h e r unions had f o l l o w e d a p o l i c y o f e n d o r s i n g 

c a n d i d a t e s s y m p a t h e t i c t o l a b o u r , the f o u r men who were r e 

t u r n e d s u p p o r t e d the e i g h t - h o u r law and the e x c l u s i o n o f 

O r i e n t a l s . They were Green, T a y l o r and Houston o f the P r o -

^°Vancouver was a m u l t i p l e r i d i n g w i t h f o u r s e a t s . 
T o t a l " v o t e s c a s t was 4,248. C .P ,G. , 1 9 0 1 , p. 4 l 2. T o t a l 
v o t e r s r e g i s t e r e d was 7,940. L e t t e r from Deputy C h i e f 
E l e c t o r a l O f f i c e r o f B. C , Feb. 3 , 1971 . 

3 9 

Independent, June 3 0 , 1 9 0 0 . T h i s was due t o the 
s m a l l s i z e o f the o t h e r r i d i n g s and the statement i t s e l f 
has no meaning o t h e r t h a n as propaganda. 
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v i n c i a l P a r t y i n S l o c a n , R e v e l s t o k e and N e l s o n r e s p e c t i v e l y , 
t 

and S m i t h - G u r t i s , a M a r t i n s u p p o r t e r , i n R o s s l a n d . R a l p h 

Smith i n Nanaimo o b t a i n e d a thumping m a j o r i t y— 7 5 3 t o 86— 
40 

o v e r h i s M a r t i n i t e opponent, Y a t e s . 

From the g a l l i m a u f r y o f the e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s • ( T u r n e r 

s u p p o r t e r s , f o u r t e e n ; P r o v i n c i a l P a r t y , n i n e ; C o n s e r v a t i v e 

P a r t y , s i x ; M a r t i n s u p p o r t e r s , s i x ; L i b e r a l P a r t y , one; and 

Independent Labour, one) James Dunsmuir was c a l l e d upon t o 

form a government. T w e n t y - f i v e of the l e g i s l a t o r s p l e d g e d 

t o s u p p o r t him f o r one y e a r i n an attempt t o b r i n g some 

s t a b l e government t o the t r o u b l e d p r o v i n c e . I n terms o f 

p a r t y a f f i l i a t i o n on the f e d e r a l l e v e l , the r e s u l t s were p r e 

s c i e n t o f the t h i r t e e n y e a r s o f C o n s e r v a t i v e P a r t y r u l e i n 

B r i t i s h C o lumbia, b e g i n n i n g w i t h McBride's i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 

p a r t y p o l i t i c s i n 1903- A l l p a r t y a f f i l i a t i o n s are not known, 

but i n g e n e r a l terms the T u r n e r i t e s and the C o n s e r v a t i v e s 

s u p p o r t e d the n a t i o n a l Conservative.. P a r t y , w h i l e s u p p o r t e r s 

o f the P r o v i n c i a l P a r t y , M a r t i n and the L i b e r a l s gave t h e i r 

a l l e g i a n c e t o the n a t i o n a l L i b e r a l P a r t y , as d i d R a l p h Smith. 

Obvious e x c e p t i o n s were John Houston and R. F. Green o f the 

P r o v i n c i a l P a r t y , who were C o n s e r v a t i v e s f e d e r a l l y , and 

A l l r e s u l t s are from, the Canadian P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
G u i d e , 1901, pp. 409-410. 
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R i c h a r d H a l l , a T u r n e r s u p p o r t e r , who s u p p o r t e d the L i b e r a l s 

on the f e d e r a l scene. Viewed t h i s way., the r e s u l t s o f the 

1900 p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n may be r e a d as C o n s e r v a t i v e s - t w e n t y -

one, L i b e r a l s - s i x t e e n . 

M a r t i n ' s p l a t f o r m , i n c l u d i n g h i s a p p e a l t o l a b o u r , 
41 

was r e p u d i a t e d . He had been f o o l i s h enough t o a t t a c k 
42 

R a l p h Smith i n h i s home town of Nanaimo, and the l a b o u r and 
s o c i a l i s t p r e s s responded by c a l l i n g M a r t i n an o p p o r t u n i s t , 

a c c u s i n g him o f c u r r y i n g the l a b o u r v o t e o n l y a t e l e c t i o n 
43 

t i m e . P a r t o f M a r t i n ' s f a i l u r e was p r o b a b l y r e l a t e d t o 
44 

h i s c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the Mclnnes I n c i d e n t " . S i n c e the 

p o p u l a t i o n o f the m e t a l m i n i n g areas was p r e d o m i n a n t l y o f 

American o r i g i n , the q u e s t i o n a b l e a f f a i r p o s s i b l y g e n e r a t e d 

a degree of anti-monarchy f e e l i n g . 

I n g e n e r a l t e r m s , i t i s p o s s i b l e t o say t h a t e v e r y 

one got something from the e l e c t i o n . B u s i n e s s c o u l d l o o k 

The e x c e p t i o n was i n the R o s s l a n d a r e a , where the 
miners r e - e l e c t e d S m i t h - C u r t i s , M a r t i n ' s M i n i s t e r o f Mines. 

The W o r l d , May 3 0 , 1900. M a r t i n c a l l e d Smith a 
l i a r . 

See C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , Independent and Nanaimo  
H e r a l d d u r i n g the p e r i o d p r e c e d i n g the e l e c t i o n . 

44 S u p r a , f o o t n o t e 16 . 
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f o r w a r d t o t w e l v e months o f s t a b l e government because 

Dunsmuir had the committed s u p p o r t o f t w e n t y - f i v e members 

o f the n e w l y - e l e c t e d l e g i s l a t u r e ; l a b o u r had e l e c t e d f i v e 

o f the men t o whom they had g i v e n s u p p o r t ; and the s o c i a l i s t s 

were o p t i m i s t i c because o f the showing o f the f i r s t s o c i a l i s t 
45 

c a n d i d a t e t o run i n the p r o v i n c e . 

As has been seen, the w o r k i n g c l a s s a t the t u r n o f 

the c e n t u r y was b e g i n n i n g t o be viewed as a f o r c e whose de

mands, i f not implemented, must at l e a s t be acknowledged. 

There was, however, a p o r t i o n o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s who were 

^ R e p o r t i n g from Vancouver, E r n e s t Burns wrote i n 
the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c H e r a l d , June 16, 1900 ( p u b l i s h e d i n 
C h i c a g o ) : 

" The r e c e n t e l e c t i o n s i n B. C. were p r o l i f i c i n 
many s u r p r i s e s . None, however, c r e a t e d so much 
c o n s t e r n a t i o n i n the minds o f the o l d p a r t y 
p o l i t i c i a n s as the enormous S o c i a l i s t v o t e as 
e v i d e n c e d by the p o l l i n Vancouver. F o r the f o u r 
s e a t s i n Vancouver t h r e e Labour c a n d i d a t e s were 
nominated, two by the Trades C o u n c i l and one by 
the U n i t e d S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y o f B r i t i s h 
C olumbia. The v o t e o f our comrades was as f o l l o w s : ' 
J oseph D i x o n ( I n d . Lab.) 8 5 6 ; F'. W i l l i a m s ( I n d . 
Lab) 728; W i l l M a c C l a i n ( S o c i a l i s t ) 684, as a g a i n s t 
an average o f 1600 v o t e s polle'd f o r the s u c c e s s f u l 
c a n d i d a t e s . Roughly we p o l l e d twenty p e r cent 
o f the vote c a s t . I f we c o u l d have c o n t e s t e d a l l 
f o u r s e a t s our vote would have been e a s i l y t wenty-
f i v e p e r cent o f t o t a l . . T h i s i s the f i r s t time 
t h a t c a n d i d a t e s have been r u n on a S o c i a l i s t 
p l a t f o r m i n B r i t i s h Columbia and i f such:a showing 
can be made on the f i r s t a t t e m p t , s u c c e s s i s s u r e l y 
near at hand." 

— f r o m E r n e s t Burns' s c r a p b o o k , Box 53, Angus Maclnnes 
C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.C. 
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not c o n t e n t t o work t h r o u g h p o l i t i c a l c h a n n e l s a l o n e i n 

o r d e r t o s e c u r e the t h i r d element o f complete c i t i z e n s h i p 

o f which M a r s h a l l s p e a k s — t h e s o c i a l element. Labour was 

b e g i n n i n g t o r e a l i z e i t s s t r e n g t h , and i n the -period between 

1900 and World War I , labour-management r e l a t i o n s r eached a 
46 

l e v e l o f a n i m o s i t y not s i n c e seen i n B r i t i s h Columbia. 

Not u n t i l t h e p o s t - W o r l d War I I p e r i o d was a n e a r l y compar

a b l e p e r i o d reached a g a i n . 
T h i s i s a d i f f i c u l t phenomenon t o measure, but some 

i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h e s e r e l a t i o n s h i p s may be seen 
47 

by comparing t h e p e r c e n t a g e o f the l a b o u r f o r c e I n v o l v e d i n 

s t r i k e s o r l o c k o u t s . I n 1 9 0 1 , 1 2 . 4 per cent o f t h e l a b o u r 

f o r c e was a f f e c t e d ; i n 1 9 0 3 , l 4 p e r c e n t ; w h i l e t h e h i g h e s t 

World War I f i g u r e was 7-5 per cent i n 1918. I n the i n t e r -

war p e r i o d t h e f i g u r e n ever r o s e above 6 per c e n t , and i n t h e 

two h i g h e s t p o s t - W o r l d War I I p e r i o d s , 1946 and 1 9 5 2 , the 

46' 
The growth of u n i o n i s m d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d was an 

i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t h e development o f s o c i a l i s m and 
i t w i l l be f r e q u e n t l y r e f e r r e d t o . But t h i s i s a s t u d y o f 
the p o l i t i c a l s i d e o f the development o f s o c i a l i s m and t h e 
d e t a i l o f r e l e v a n t u n i o n a c t i v i t y has been o m i t t e d . F o r 
t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n r e f e r t o P a u l P h i l l i p s , No Power G r e a t e r . 

47 
Such p e r c e n t a g e f i g u r e s c o u l d be m i s l e a d i n g u n l e s s 

the d i s t r i b u t i o n o f s t r i k e s t h roughout t h e work f o r c e and t h e 
l e n g t h o f t h e s t r i k e s are a l s o c o n s i d e r e d . When t h e s e f a c t o r s 
are t a k e n i n t o a c c o u n t , however, i t i s apparent t h a t t h e 
p e r c e n t a g e f i g u r e s do c o r r e l a t e w i t h t h e impact o f the s t r i k e s 
on the economy. 
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percentage, o f the work f o r c e i n v o l v e d was 11.0 and 10.6 
48 

r e s p e c t i v e l y . I n comparing t h e s e e a r l y f i g u r e s w i t h the 

l a t e r ones, some measure o f the impact of. t h i s s t r i f e upon 

b o t h the pe o p l e and the economy can a l s o be o b t a i n e d . F u r 

t h e r i n s i g h t i n t o the e f f e c t on the w o r k i n g men i n p a r t i c u l a r 

can be g l e a n e d by r e c a l l i n g t h a t the unions were n a s c e n t 

s t r u c t u r e s w i t h o u t s t r i k e f u n d s , and t h a t the m i l i t i a were 

f r e q u e n t l y c a l l e d out t o m a i n t a i n law and o r d e r - a s the o f f i c i a l 

s o u r c e s s a i d - o r t o p r o t e c t the s t r i k e b r e a k e r s - a s the s t r i k e r s 

themselves h e l d . 

Though the growth o f unions was not an unbounded 

b l e s s i n g f o r the M a r x i s t s , t h e h i g h t e n s i o n g e n e r a t e d i n l a b o u r 

ranks d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d and the p e r c e i v e d e n c o u r a g i n g r e s u l t s 

o f the June 9, 1900, e l e c t i o n p r o v i d e d a nexus f o r s o c i a l i s t s 

and l a b o u r p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m e r s , who began t o c o n s i d e r the pos

s i b i l i t y o f f o r m i n g one u n i t e d p o l i t i c a l p a r t y as a v e h i c l e 

f o r o b t a i n i n g t h e i r p o l i t i c a l ends. 
C l e a r l y , a t . t h e t u r n o f the c e n t u r y , t h e r e was a 

These c a l c u l a t i o n s were made from d a t a o b t a i n e d 
from the Labour G a z e t t e , 1901-1951;. S t r i k e s , and. L o c k o u t s i n  
Canada, 1952-1965; Census'of'Canada, 1951, V.odT 4, O c c u p a t i o n 
"and I n d u s t r y Trends"'in Canada. I n the y e a r s where Census 
d a t a was not a v a i l a b l e , s t r a i g h t l i n e e s t i m a t e s o f the 
l a b o u r f o r c e were made. 
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growing awareness among B r i t i s h Columbia's p o l i t i c a l e l i t e 

t h a t the w o r k i n g c l a s s was a p o t e n t i a l p o l i t i c a l f o r c e . At 

the same time the w o r k i n g c l a s s i t s e l f was a t t e m p t i n g t o 

w a l k , r a t h e r than c r a w l , toward f u l l c i t i z e n s h i p s t a t u s . 

What i s o f i n t e r e s t here I s the i n v o l v e m e n t o f the s o c i a l 

i s t s i n t h i s phenomenon. B e f o r e l o o k i n g f u r t h e r at the 

e x t e n t and method o f t h e i r i n v o l v e m e n t , however, i t i s neces

s a r y t o see how the s o c i a l i s t i d e o l o g y grew t o dominance 

among the v a r i o u s groups d i s c u s s e d i n Chapter I I . 
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CHAPTER IV 

COMING TOGETHER: LABOURISM TO SOCIALISM 

F o l l o w i n g the June, 1900, e l e c t i o n a number o f 

i n c i d e n t s o c c u r r e d i n the p r o v i n c e which gave f u r t h e r 

impetus t o p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n by the d e v e l 

o p i n g s o c i a l i s t " ' " and o t h e r r e f o r m groups. The 1900 and 

1901 F r a s e r R i v e r Fishermen's s t r i k e s and the 1901 R o s s l a n d 

M i n e r ' s s t r i k e not o n l y p r o v i d e d o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r d i r e c t 

s o c i a l i s t i n v o l v e m e n t , but a l s o f a c i l i t a t e d c o o p e r a t i o n 

among the d i v e r s e s o c i a l i s t groups i n the p r o v i n c e , l e a d i n g 

t o the f o r m a t i o n o f the B r i t i s h Columbia S o c i a l i s t P a r t y . 

At the same time many workers became i n c r e a s i n g l y d i s s a t i s 

f i e d w i t h the r e f o r m p o l i t i c s o f l a b o u r . When the attempt 

t o e s t a b l i s h a p a r t y t o r e p r e s e n t a l l r e f o r m groups i n the 

p r o v i n c e f a i l e d the way was opened f o r the s o c i a l i s t s t o 

move i n t o the v o i d on the l e f t o f B. C. p o l i t i c s . 

I n the l a r g e s t s t r i k e e v e r , t o d a t e , o u t s i d e the 

m i n i n g i n d u s t r y , the F r a s e r R i v e r Fishermen's S t r i k e o f 1900 

c l o s e d the i n d u s t r y down from l a t e June t o J u l y 31. Some 

The term " s o c i a l i s m " i s o f t e n used v e r y l o o s e l y ; 
s p e c i f i c i t y o f meaning i s not one o f i t s a t t r i b u t e s . I t 
i s sometimes used as a synonym f o r the w e l f a r e s t a t e , but 
u s u a l l y has some c o n n o t a t i o n o f government ownership. As 
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e i g h t thousand I n d i a n , Japanese and w h i t e s t r i k e r s were 

i n v o l v e d . F rank Rogers and W i l l M a c C l a i n , b o t h o f the 

U n i t e d S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y (USLP), o f f e r e d t h e i r s e r v i c e s 

t o the f i s h e r m e n and soon became l e a d i n g l i g h t s i n the 

s t r u g g l e . From t h i s time on r a d i c a l s o c i a l i s t s would be 

i n v o l v e d i n many B. C. s t r i k e s and i n r e t u r n f o r t h e i r 

e f f o r t s i n the economic sphere many workers would g i v e 

p o l i t i c a l s u p p o r t t o the s o c i a l i s t s . 

D u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d the Vancouver Trades and Labour 

C o u n c i l i n d i r e c t l y e n t e r e d the p o l i t i c a l a r e n a . The C o u n c i l 

had backed two c a n d i d a t e s i n the r e c e n t e l e c t i o n and, h a v i n g 

no f u r t h e r d e s i r e t o i n v o l v e i t s e l f d i r e c t l y i n p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i o n , i t encouraged the f o r m a t i o n of the Vancouver Inde

pendent Labour P a r t y ( V I L P ) . When L a u r i e r c a l l e d a f e d e r a l 

e l e c t i o n f o r November 7, 1900, the VILP f o l l o w e d the example 

o f the p r o v i n c e ' s l a b o u r groups i n the p a s t and s u p p o r t e d 

used h e r e , i t means ownership and c o n t r o l o f the means o f 
w e a l t h p r o d u c t i o n by the p e o p l e . I n a b r o a d e r sense i t i s 
the s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m o f Marx. 

2 
For the complete s t o r y o f t h i s s t r i k e see K e i t h 

R a l s t o n , The 1 9 0 0 . S t r i k e o f F r a s e r R i v e r Sockeye Salmon  
Fishermen (M.A. T h e s i s , U.B.C, 1965) F o r a s h o r t e r account 
see P a u l P h i l l i p s , No Power G r e a t e r , pp. 3^—37 • A l s o see 
S t e w a r t J a m i e s o n , Times o f T r o u b l e , pp. 133-1^0. 
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the L i b e r a l c a n d i d a t e . Reverend George R. Maxwell." 5 The 

USLP nominated W i l l M a c C l a i n . A l t h o u g h he campaigned he 

was l a t e i n f i l i n g h i s papers and hence h i s name d i d not 

appear on the b a l l o t . 

A month b e f o r e the f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n the Canadian 

S o c i a l i s t League o f B r i t i s h C o lumbia, one o f whose g o a l s 

was t o encourage c o o p e r a t i v e a c t i o n on the p a r t o f s o c i a l i s t 

and r e f o r m g r o u p s , had been a b l e t o i n t e r e s t t he USLP and 

the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t Club i n h o l d i n g a j o i n t c o n v e n t i o n . 

I t was h e l d i n the S o c i a l i s t H a l l on Westminster Avenue, 

Vancouver, i n the f i r s t week o f O c t o b e r , 1900V C o o p e r a t i v e 

a c t i o n was agreed upon and J . M. Cameron was e l e c t e d s e c r e 

t a r y w i t h the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f m a i n t a i n i n g communication 

among the groups i n the f u t u r e . A l l groups agreed t o 

su p p o r t the f o l l o w i n g p l a t f o r m : 

JLoosmore, p. 127: P h i l l i p s , p. 32 

4 
The o r i g i n o f the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t Club i s 

d i s c u s s e d l a t e r i n the Chapter. 
5 
T h i s c o n v e n t i o n l a t e r became known as the F i r s t 

Annual C o n v e n t i o n of B. C. S o c i a l i s t s . 

R o n a l d Grantham,, Some As p e c t s o f t h e - S o c i a l i s t  
Movement i n B r i t i s h C o lumbia, 1898-1933 (M.A. T h e s i s , U.B.C., 
19^2) p. 1 1 , i s i n e r r o r when he says i t was. the S o c i a l i s t 
Labour P a r t y and the USLP who h e l d the j o i n t c o n v e n t i o n . 



I l l 

1. The means o f p r o d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n and 
exchange, i n c l u d i n g the l a n d , t o be d e c l a r e d 
and t r e a t e d as c o l l e c t i v e common p r o p e r t y . 

2. The p r o d u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n of w e a l t h t o 
be r e g u l a t e d by the community i n the common 
i n t e r e s t o f a l l i t s members. 

3- A l l o f f i c i a l s o r a d m i n i s t r a t o r s t o be e l e c t e d 
by e q u a l , d i r e c t a d u l t s u f f r a g e and t o be 
m a i n t a i n e d by the community. 

4. L e g i s l a t i o n by the pe o p l e i n such w i s e t h a t 
no p r o j e c t o f law s h a l l become b i n d i n g u n t i l 
a c c e p t e d b y " a l l the p e o p l e . 

5 . The a b o l i t i o n of a permanent m i l i t i a and the 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a n a t i o n a l c i t i z e n f o r c e ; the 
pe o p l e t o d e c i d e on peace o r war. 

6. A l l e d u c a t i o n , h i g h e r no l e s s than e l e m e n t a r y , 
to be compulsory, s e c u l a r , i n d u s t r i a l and 
f r e e t o a l l a l i k e . 

7. The a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f j u s t i c e t o be f r e e t o a l l . 

8. The Dominion t o have e x c l u s i v e r i g h t t o i s s u e 
money.7 

The c o n v e n t i o n urged a l l workers t o j o i n t h e i r 

r e s p e c t i v e u n i o n s , t o a s s i s t i n s t r e n g t h e n i n g the t r a d e 

u n i o n movement and t o educate p e o p l e a l o n g economic and 

C i t i z e n and C o u n t r y , October 1 2 , 1 9 0 0 . Items 5 and 
8 deserve some e x p l a n a t i o n 'to put them i n t o c o n t e x t . 5 : 
The m i l i t i a had been used t o break up a number o f s t r i k e s 
i n the mines and had j u s t r e c e n t l y been used t o break the 
Fishermen's s t r i k e . A l s o , the Boer War was i n p r o g r e s s 
and the s o c i a l i s t s had a l r e a d y t a k e n a s t a n d a g a i n s t the 
j i n g o i s m t h i s engendered. 8: The Bank o f Canada was c r e a t e d 
by the C o n s e r v a t i v e Government o f R. B. B e n n e t t . P r i o r t o 
t h i s , money c o u l d be c r e a t e d by the v a r i o u s banks i n Canada. 
I t s h o u l d be n o t e d t h a t Item 1 went f u r t h e r t h a n the CSL's 
p r e v i o u s p l a t f o r m ( s u p r a . Chapter 11) i n t h a t i t c a l l e d f o r 
the common ownership o f the means o f p r o d u c t i o n . 
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p o l i t i c a l l i n e s . I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d t h a t some o f the 

o r i g i n a l USLP. members had a t one t i m e b e l o n g e d t o the 

S o c i a l i s t Labour P a r t y ( S L P ) , whose p l a t f o r m r e p u d i a t e d 

o r g a n i z e d l a b o u r and urged workers t o j o i n t h e S o c i a l i s t 

Trades and Labour A l l i a n c e ( STLA), the u n i o n wing o f the 

SLP. Moreover, the c o n s i s t e n t a t t a c k s o f t h e SLP on the 

l a b o u r movement and t h e i r g e n e r a l v i t u p e r a t i o n had g i v e n 

s o c i a l i s m a poor image. Thus the c o n v e n t i o n ' s a p p e a l t o 

the w o r k e r s . t o j o i n , t h e i r own unions was based p a r t l y on 

an attempt t o r e b u i l d the s o c i a l i s t image and p a r t l y on a 

r e p u d i a t i o n of the SLP, which had c o n s i s t e n t l y a t t a c k e d 
Q 

b o t h the CSL and the USLP. 

I n the e n s u i n g t w e l v e months two l e n g t h y and v i o l e n t 

s t r i k e s e n a b l e d the s o c i a l i s t s i n v o l v e d t o r a d i c a l i z e many 

o f the workers- and t o a g i t a t e among them f o r p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i o n . Frank R o g e r s , o f the USLP, l e d . t h e f i s h e r m e n out 

on s t r i k e o v e r f i s h p r i c e s i n J u l y , 1 9 0 1 . A g a i n the s t r i k e 

i n v o l v e d about e i g h t thousand w o r k e r s , and a good d e a l o f 

sympathy f o r t h e s t r i k e r s ' p o s i t i o n was a p p a r e n t l y aroused 

The Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e , June "5, 1 9 0 0 , f o r 
example, r e p o r t s a rough and tumble b a t t l e on June 3 at a 
M a c C l a i n e l e c t i o n meeting. W h i l e G r i f f i t h s , an SLP member, 
was a t t a c k i n g the USLP f o r not r e p r e s e n t i n g i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
s o c i a l i s m , a b a t t l e broke out between the s u p p o r t e r s o f the 
two men. 
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among the c i t i z e n s o f the l o w e r m a i n l a n d . ^ I t i s p o s s i b l e , 

however, t h a t t h i s sympathy stemmed'more from r a c i s m t h a n 

from s u p p o r t f o r the u n i o n cause. The Fishermen's Union was 

not a b l e to c o n v i n c e the Japanese f i s h e r m e n (who h e l d about 

h a l f the l i c e n s e s ) 1 * " 1 o f the c o r r e c t n e s s o f t h e i r c ause, and 

the v i o l e n c e w h i c h o c c u r r e d was between the u n i o n men and the 

Japanese, who were r e g a r d e d as s t r i k e b r e a k e r s . F u r t h e r 

e v i d e n c e as t o the r a c i s t n a t u r e o f some o f the s t r i k e r s ' 

s u p p o r t i s p r o v i d e d by the l e g i s l a t i o n w hich was passed i n 

the B. C. House i n 1 9 0 3 , g i v i n g s p e c i a l p r o t e c t i o n t o w h i t e 

f i s h e r m e n . 

Another s t r i k e o c c u r r e d i n the R o s s l a n d m i n i n g a r e a 

i n J u l y , 1 9 0 1 , when a p p r o x i m a t e l y a thousand miners w a l k e d 

o f f t h e i r j o b s . MacKenzie K i n g , t h e n Deputy M i n i s t e r o f 

Wm. B e n n e t t , B u i l d e r s o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a , p. 5 8 . 
I n a c o u r t case a g a i n s t .Rogers and some o t h e r u n i o n men 
Benne t t r e p o r t s t h a t Bowser, the A t t o r n e y - G e n e r a l , i n a s k i n g 
f o r a change o f venue, s a i d , "The C i t y o f Vancouver from 
which the j u r y p a n e l i s drawn, i s t h o r o u g h l y u n i o n , and the 
u n i o n j u r i e s must n e c e s s a r i l y be very much a f f e c t e d by the 
sympathies o f the p r i s o n e r s who are u n i o n f i s h e r m e n " and 
f u r t h e r , "The Crown c o u l d not get a f a i r t r i a l . " I n New 
We s t m i n s t e r the Crown f a r e d no b e t t e r — t h e . o t h e r s got o f f 
and Rogers* t r i a l was put f o r w a r d but never c a l l e d . I t has 
not been p o s s i b l e . t o v e r i f y B e n n e t t ' s i n f o r m a t i o n . 

1 0 T h e Japanese h e l d 1 ,958 out o f a t o t a l o f 4 , 7 2 2 
l i c e n s e s . A nother 1 ,090 l i c e n s e s were i n the hands o f the 
canners and they used a m a j o r i t y o f Japanese f i s h e r m e n . 
J a m i e s o n , Times o f T r o u b l e , p. 138 . 



114 

Labour i n the f e d e r a l government, was.sent out t o i n v e s t i g a t e 

and r e p o r t e d t h a t t h e r e appeared t o be t h r e e main rea s o n s f o r 

the s t r i k e : 

(1) the a s s i s t a n c e , by means o f a s y m p a t h e t i c 
s t r i k e , of the members o f the u n i o n at 
N o r t h p o r t , H who went on s t r i k e sometime 
p r e v i o u s ; 

(2) the s e t t l e m e n t o f the demand f o r an i n c r e a s e 
i n the wages o f muckers from $2.50 t o $3.00 
pe r day at R o s s l a n d ; and 

(3) t o end f u t u r e d i s c r i m i n a t i o n by the company 
a g a i n s t members o f the union.12 

The R o s s l a n d s t r i k e d i d not end h a p p i l y f o r the u n i o n : 

the companies bro u g h t i n s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s from the U. S. and 

by October the s t r i k e was b roken. The operators, f l a g r a n t l y 

b roke the A l i e n Labour Law by b r i n g i n g i n scabs from the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s , but f e d e r a l government a g e n c i e s i g n o r e d t h i s 
13 

f l o u t i n g o f the law. A c c o r d i n g t o the Western S o c i a l i s t , 

t h i s made the miners " r i p e f o r s o c i a l i s m . " The u n i o n was 

sued f o r damages and the c o u r t s awarded $12,500 t o the two 
14 

companies i n v o l v e d . I n the l e g i s l a t u r e , however, l a b o u r 

f a r e d b e t t e r . On June 20, 1902, the Trade Union Act was 

T h i s i s N o r t h p o r t , Washington, where the s m e l t e r 
was owned by the same company o p e r a t i n g two mines at R o s s l a n d . 

1 2 L a b o u r . G a z e t t e , 1 9 0 1 , p. 363-

13 

Western S o c i a l i s t , Dec. 1, 1901 . 

l Z | P h i l l i p s , p. 33. 
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amended to protec t unions against i n j u n c t i o n s i n c e r t a i n 
instances and to pr o t e c t union funds from l i a b i l i t y . P h i l l i p s 
says that the Act i t s e l f was a "triumph f o r labour" and " l i k e 
the Taff Vale case i n England, i t also tended to act as a spur 

15 
to p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . " Labour had been shown what could be 
accomplished by having sympathetic members s i t t i n g i n the 

• -, 16 l e g i s l a t u r e . 

In the year f o l l o w i n g the F i r s t Annual Convention of 
17 

B. C. S o c i a l i s t s , l o c a l s under the umbrella of the CSL were 
maintained or organized i n V i c t o r i a , Nanaimo, Ladysmith, 
South W e l l i n g t o n , Vancouver, Port Moody, Ferguson, Slocan, 
Revelstoke, Nelson, Silverton,.New Denver, Sandon, K a s l o , 
Grand Forks and Rossland. On October 3, 1901, the Second 
Annual Convention of B. C. S o c i a l i s t s was h e l d , again i n the 
S o c i a l i s t H a l l i n Vancouver. As at the previous convention, 
there were CSL delegates from V i c t o r i a , Nanaimo, and the 
Kootenay area, as w e l l as from the Vancouver area, USLP dele
gates from Vancouver, and Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t Club delegates. 

1 5 P h i l l i p s , p. 34. 
16 

See Chapter I I I , p_assim, f o r balance of power as 
r e s u l t of June, 1900, e l e c t i o n . 

17 Supra, p. 2 . 
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T h i s c o n v e n t i o n went f u r t h e r t h a n simply, p l e d g i n g c o o p e r a t i v e 
18 

a c t i o n . The CSL and USLP agreed t o u n i t e and t o o k . a s t h e i r 
name the B. C. S o c i a l i s t P a r t y ( B C S P ) , 1 ^ naming the L a r d e a u 

20 
E a g l e as the o f f i c i a l organ of the p a r t y . They e l e c t e d 0. 
Lee C h a r l t o n (who had moved from P o r t Moody t o V i c t o r i a t o 

21 
become a l a b o u r o r g a n i z e r ) p r e s i d e n t ; E r n e s t Burns o f 
Vancouver, s e c r e t a r y ; Thomas Robinson of New W e s t m i n s t e r , 

22 
t r e a s u r e r ; and J . M. Cameron, o r g a n i z e r . The e x e c u t i v e 

18 
The Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t Club had changed i t s views 

from the p r e v i o u s y e a r and now c o u l d not agree w i t h the 
o t h e r two groups on e i t h e r the proposed p l a t f o r m o r con
s t i t u t i o n f o r the new p a r t y . 

19 
The B. C. S o c i a l i s t P a r t y s h o u l d not be c o n f u s e d 

w i t h the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f B. C. which was formed a y e a r 
l a t e r . C o n f u s i o n o f names d i d not seem g r e a t l y i m p o r t a n t , 
j u d g i n g from the f a c t t h a t some o f the BCSP members (and 
some o f t h e i r l i t e r a t u r e ) r e f e r r e d t o the group as the SPBC. 

20 
See Chapter V, pp. 1 7 4 - 1 7 6 . 

21 
E r n e s t Burns was w e l l - v e r s e d i n M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y 

and r a d i c a l p o l i t i c s . A B r i t o n , he had l o n g a s s o c i a t e d w i t h 
H. M. Hyndman, had been an e x e c u t i v e member o f the S o c i a l 
D e mocratic F e d e r a t i o n , knew Marx's f a m i l y and had worked w i t h 
Bryan i n Washington S t a t e b e f o r e coming t o Vancouver. 

22 
Cameron had moved r a p i d l y t o the l e f t s i n c e h i s 

days as a member o f the R u s k i n Colony (Chapter I I ) . A f t e r 
the 1900 s o c i a l i s t c o n v e n t i o n he had worked f o r a few 
months as an o r g a n i z e r f o r the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f America 
i n Washington S t a t e , and d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d had absorbed a 
g r e a t d e a l o f M a r x i s t p h i l o s o p h y . 
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were charged w i t h the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y o f p u t t i n g t o g e t h e r a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n f o r the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the BCSP and a p a r t y 

p l a t f o r m , b o t h o f which were t o be v o t e d on by the l o c a l s 

and d i s c u s s e d f u r t h e r at the next a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n . 

The f o r m a t i o n of the BCSP was a s i g n i f i c a n t event 

i n t he h i s t o r y o f the L e f t i n B. C , f o r i t marked the f i r s t 

s t e p on the p a r t o f the v a r i o u s s o c i a l i s t groups i n the 

p r o v i n c e toward c o m m i t t i n g themselves t o common g o a l s and 

u n i t i n g under one banner. The moves made toward u n i o n at 

t h i s c o n v e n t i o n and completed a t the f o l l o w i n g c o n v e n t i o n 

r e p r e s e n t e d an accomplishment by the s o c i a l i s t s w hich the 

l a b o u r p o l i t i c a l groups were unable, t o r e p l i c a t e u n t i l the 
23 

1 9 2 0 's. Purpose and a c e n t r a l i z e d o r g a n i z a t i o n gave the 

r a d i c a l L e f t a d e c i d e d advantage over l a b o u r . 

To u n i f y , the v a r i o u s groups was not a s i m p l e m a t t e r 

and t o develop a p l a t f o r m t o which, they c o u l d a l l agree was 

even more d i f f i c u l t . The i n c r e a s e d number o f s o c i a l i s t 

groups over the p r e v i o u s y e a r , from many d i f f e r e n t p a r t s o f 

the p r o v i n c e , meant t h a t , the i d e o l o g i c a l spectrum had 

widened. I n a d d i t i o n t o the v a r i o u s brands o f s o c i a l i s m 

i n c l u d e d under the CSL banner, t h e r e was now the e v o l u t i o n 

ary Marxism o f the USLP and the r e v o l u t i o n a r y Marxism o f 

See Chapter V I I I . 
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the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t Club ( f o r , while the l a t t e r d i d not 
j o i n the BCSP i n 1 9 0 1 , i t was hoped by .the other groups that 

24 
they could be encouraged to do so the f o l l o w i n g year.) 

The task of formulating a p l a t f o r m was f u r t h e r 
complicated by the f a c t that the Ontario CSL groups, who 
organized.as the Ontario S o c i a l i s t League on November 1 , 

1 9 0 1 , wanted the B r i t i s h Columbia group, f o r the sake of 
u n i f o r m i t y across the Dominion, to adopt t h e i r p l a t f o r m of 

^ nA. Ross McCormack i n "The Emergence of the 
S o c i a l i s t Movement i n B r i t i s h Columbia," B. C. S t u d i e s , 
No. 21, S p r i n g , 1 9 7 4 , page 15, says the Nanaimo group had 
j o i n e d the BCSP i n 1 9 0 1 , but t h i s i s i n c o r r e c t . Repre
s e n t a t i v e s were at the 1900 and 1901 conventions but 
remained outside the o r g a n i z a t i o n u n t i l the f a l l of 1902. 

Revolutionary Marxists were those' who b e l i e v e d 
that the only plank i n a s o c i a l i s t party's p l a t f o r m should 
be the one advocating the ownership of the means of 
production by the people. Any other goals they b e l i e v e d , 
such as those advocating b e t t e r working hours, pensions, 
e t c . , would, i f achieved, only work to ameliorate the 
e f f e c t s of the c a p i t a l i s t system and delay the day of 
r e v o l u t i o n . The term r e v o l u t i o n was not used to mean 
change by f o r c e , but only r e f e r r e d to the complete change 
i n the system which would take place when Marxists were 
e l e c t e d to power. Both the r e v o l u t i o n a r y and e v o l u t i o n a r y 
groups i n the SPBC b e l i e v e d that change i n the system 
should come about through c o n s t i t u t i o n a l means. 

Evolu t i o n a r y Marxists b e l i e v e d i n the u l t i m a t e 
goal of ownership of the means of production by the people, 
but they b e l i e v e d that t h i s would take some time and i n 
the meanwhile the party should t r y to advocate changes i n 
the system which would make the l o t of the workers e a s i e r . 
The r e v o l u t i o n a r y groups were known as " i m p o s s i b l i s t s " and 
the e v o l u t i o n a r y groups were known as " p o s s i b l i s t s . " 
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g e n e r a l demands.to w h i c h , i t was suggested, t h a t the B. C. 

group add t h e i r own p r o v i n c i a l , demands . 

I n the end the e x e c u t i v e put t o g e t h e r a composite 

p l a t f o r m which they hoped would t a k e a l l t h e s e v a r y i n g v i e w

p o i n t s i n t o . c o n s i d e r a t i o n . The preamble, which had been 

adopted by the c o n v e n t i o n , was t a k e n from the S o c i a l i s t 

P a r t y o f America (SPA). The g e n e r a l demands i n c l u d e d a l l 

the p l a n k s , n a t i o n a l i n n a t u r e , o f the O n t a r i o group, and 

the p r o v i n c i a l demands i n c l u d e d a l l l o c a l r eforms and m a t t e r s 
25 

under p r o v i n c i a l j u r i s d i c t i o n . The proposed p l a t f o r m and 

c o n s t i t u t i o n were sent t o the v a r i o u s l o c a l s , who were t o 

vot e on them and r e t u r n the r e s u l t s t o the e x e c u t i v e commit

tee .by January 3 1 , 1 9 0 2 . 2 ^ 
F o l l o w i n g the c o n v e n t i o n Cameron, who had now been 

27 

made o r g a n i z e r , went i n t o the i n t e r i o r o f the p r o v i n c e t o 

^ 25 
See appendix 3 f o r complete c o n s t i t u t i o n and 

demands. R e p r i n t e d from the L a r d e a u . E a g l e , Feb. 2 0 , 1 9 0 2 . 
2 6 

The B a l l o t i n g was never r e a l l y completed. The 
p a r t y members were asked t o a c c e p t the p l a t f o r m . a n d t o f i g h t 
f o r the i n c o r p o r a t i o n o f t h e i r i d e a s i n the p l a t f o r m at the 
next c o n v e n t i o n . See Chapter V. 

27 
Cameron's t r i p was f i n a n c e d by c o n t r i b u t i o n s from 

e x i s t i n g l o c a l s p l u s $ 5 - 5 0 from the N o r t h p o r t S o c i a l i s t 
S o c i e t y i n N o r t h p o r t , Washington, and $150 from the O n t a r i o 
S o c i a l i s t League. 
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set.up new l o c a l s under the banner of the BCSP which would 

s t i l l a f f i l i a t e w i t h the CSL. He met w i t h phenomenal 
success i n the mining country, e s t a b l i s h i n g or strengthening 

l o c a l s at Revelstoke, Ferguson, Slocan, S i l v e r t o n , New Denver, 
Sandon, K a s l o , Nelson, Rossland, T r a i l , Grand Forks, Green-

2 8 
wood, Phoenix and Ymir. In the new year he moved eastward, 

29 

e s t a b l i s h i n g l o c a l s i n Calgary, Maple Creek and Winnipeg, 

which was No . 6 2 . 

Part of Cameron-s' success can be a t t r i b u t e d to the 
f a c t that he d i d not go i n t o v i r g i n t e r r i t o r y , which was 
noted w i t h some alarm by supporters of other p a r t i e s . The 
News A d v e r t i s e r warned the L i b e r a l Party of the growth of 
s o c i a l i s m i n the area and suggested that since "large numbers 
of the miners are n a t u r a l i z e d Americans of P o p u l i s t views, 
they s c a r c e l y need conversion t o s o c i a l i s m . " Commenting on 
the growth of s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h Columbia g e n e r a l l y , the 
paper went on to say: 

^"Lardeau Eagle, Feb. 1 3 , 1 9 0 2 . Nelson, Grand Forks 
and Rossland l o c a l s . e a c h had over f o r t y members. Lardeau  
Eagle, Jan. - 3 0 , 1902. Cameron's o r g a n i z i n g t r i p was w e l l -
timed, coming as i t d i d r i g h t a f t e r the d e v a s t a t i n g Rossland 
Miner's s t r i k e . 

29 
The CSL was not new to Winnipeg workers. The 

Voice f r e q u e n t l y r e p r i n t e d Wrigley's a r t i c l e s from C i t i z e n  
and Country, and w i t h i n the Winnipeg Labour Party there had 
been moves to have i t ' a f f i l i a t e w i t h the CSL. Cameron had 
the able help of two men who would l a t e r become leaders i n 
the SPBC and l a t e r s t i l l the S P C — J . G. (Geordie) Morgan 
and John T. Mortimer. 
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The s o c i a l i s m that i s amongst us n a t u r a l l y 
feeds and grows upon the f a c t , that i n the 
qui t e recent past wholly i n o r d i n a t e con
cessions of p u b l i c r i g h t s and property have 
been made almost u n r e s t r i c t e d l y by N a t i o n a l , 
sometimes by P r o v i n c i a l governments, to 
companies, combines and i n d i v i d u a l s who have 
too f r e q u e n t l y f a i l e d to give anything l i k e 
adequate value to the community i n return.3 0 

But i t was not the L i b e r a l s and Conservatives alone 
who were threatened by the growing acceptance of s o c i a l i s t 
ideas i n the province. In the Nanaimo mining area p a r t i c u 
l a r l y , labour p o l i t i c i a n s too had cause f o r concern. The 
area had been represented by reform or labour representa-

31 

t i v e s i n the B. C. L e g i s l a t u r e as e a r l y as 1890. In the 
e l e c t i o n s of 1898 and 1900 Nanaimo sent Ralph Smith to the 
p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t u r e on an Independent Labour t i c k e t . 
Although Smith had he l d various union p o s i t i o n s and been 
e l e c t e d President of the Trades and Labour Congress of 
Canada (TLCC) i n September, 1 8 9 8 , he was never a s t r a i g h t 
labour candidate and kept i n close touch with the L i b e r a l 
Party. S h o r t l y a f t e r h i s e l e c t i o n to the p r o v i n c i a l House 
on June 9, 1 9 0 0 , he resigned h i s seat to run as an Indepen
dent Labour candidate f o r the f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n of November 

30 

News A d v e r t i s e r , October 1901 . 

3 1See Chapter I I , p. 54 . 
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7, 1900. He was v i c t o r i o u s although he d i d not win the c o a l 
mining areas of the r i d i n g . While i n Ottawa, Smith c o n t i n u 
a l l y gave support to the L a u r i e r Liberals.. E s s e n t i a l l y Smith 
was a c o n c i l i a t o r , always seeking compromise, never p r e s s i n g 
h i s demands beyond the point of n e g o t i a t i o n . While i n the 
p r o v i n c i a l House he s u c c e s s i v e l y supported the governments 
of Semlin, M a r t i n and Dunsmuir. In doing so, he earned the 
re p u t a t i o n among many of the Nanaimo coal miners as a 
p o l i t i c a l o p p o r t u n i s t — a n important f a c t o r i n labour's l o s s 
of appeal i n the Nanaimo coal mining.area. Since Smith was 
seen as an o p p o r t u n i s t , and since he was the most prominent 

32 
labour p o l i t i c i a n , the s o c i a l i s t s were able to e x p l o i t t h i s 
by equating labour p o l i t i c s w ith compromise and opportunism. 

Other f a c t o r s i n the coal mining areas of Vancouver 
I s l a n d gave the s o c i a l i s t s p o l i t i c a l advantage. Ladysmith 
and South Wellington were Dunsmuir company towns. Nanaimo 
was dominated p o l i t i c a l l y and economically by the mine 
owners. The miners' work was d i f f i c u l t and dangerous and 
they had many outstanding grievances. They had f a i l e d to 
obt a i n s a t i s f a c t i o n i n t h e i r many previous attempts through 

32 
In the June 9, 1900, e l e c t i o n campaign, Smith 

acted as l i a i s o n o f f i c e r and advisor to the s c a t t e r e d labour 
groups and spoke on behalf of many of them around the 
province. 
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r e l a t i v e l y moderate r o u t e s o f r e f o r m and l a b o u r p o l i t i c s . 

T h i s i n c l i n e d them to l i s t e n now.to. o t h e r s u g g e s t i o n s f o r 

more tho r o u g h - g o i n g , remedies . Among .the. miners were many 
33 

B r i t i s h s o c i a l i s t s , such as James P r i t c h a r d , who were a b l e 

to a r t i c u l a t e the i n j u s t i c e s o f . t h e economic system w i t h i n 

w hich the workers l i v e d . W h i l e i n the more urban areas o f 

the p r o v i n c e B r i t i s h immigrant workers had broug h t w i t h them 

a background of c r a f t u n i o n i s m which encouraged e l i t i s m , 

those who went to.the.Nanaimo coal.mines had come from a 

background o f i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n i s m , independent p o l i t i c a l 

a c t i o n and e x p e r i e n c e i n the S o c i a l D emocratic F e d e r a t i o n . 

I t w a s . c l e a r t o them t h a t the c o n v e n t i o n a l c r a f t u n i o n 

t a c t i c s o f b a r g a i n i n g and o b t a i n i n g c o n c e s s i o n s were i n -

33 
P r i t c h a r d was a L a n c a s h i r e c o a l miner who l a t e r 

became very a c t i v e i n the SPC. He c o n s i s t e n t l y s u p p o r t e d 
the s c i e n t i f i c s o c i a l i s m o f the p a r t y and i n s i s t e d on 
m a i n t a i n i n g the p u r i t y o f the membership. F r e d F a u l k n e r , 
an early7member o f the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada, i n a 
l e t t e r t o P r o f . W a l t e r Young on Aug. 2 3 3 1 9 6 4 , r e c a l l s 
P r i t c h a r d s p e a k i n g at a n o m i n a t i o n c o n v e n t i o n f o r E. T. 
K i n g s l e y . "We are a l l s o c i a l i s t s now," he. s a i d , "but what 
was needed were r e a l s o c i a l i s t s , not gas and wat e r r e 
formers . The p l a t f o r m o f the SPC was wide enough t o h o l d 
a l l who were s o c i a l i s t s , and narrow enough t o e x c l u d e a l l 
who were n o t . " As f o r t h o s e who c o u l d not a c c e p t t h i s 
p o s i t i o n , h e . c o n c l u d e d , "Damn them, we don't want them!" 
James P r i t c h a r d s h o u l d not be co n f u s e d w i t h W. A. P r i t c h a r d . 
who l a t e r was v e r y a c t i v e i n s o c i a l i s t and l a b o u r p o l i t i c s 
i n B. C. and i n 1931 was e l e c t e d Reeve o f Burnaby. See 
Dorothy G. S t e e v e s , The Compassionate R e b e l (Vancouver, 
Boag F o u n d a t i o n , I 9 6 0 ) , r e g a r d i n g the s c h i s m t h a t d e v e l o p e d 
between W. A'. P r i t c h a r d and E r n i e Winch i n t h e O.B.U. and 
l a t e r i n the C.C.F. 
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e f f e c t u a l when d e a l i n g w i t h o p e r a t o r s who deemed unions 
34 

i l l e g i t i m a t e r e s t r i c t i o n s on t h e i r freedom and who used 

b l a c k l i s t s and scabs .to . b r e a k the o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 
These p e c u l i a r c i r c u m s t a n c e s i n the Vancouver I s l a n d 

m i n i n g a r e a encouraged th e development o f a s t r o n g c l a s s -
35 

c o n s c i o u s movement and paved the way f o r the m i n i n g a r e a 

to become "the b a t t l e g r o u n d o f a c i v i l war between c a p i t a l 

and l a b o u r . " (As i t l a t e r d e v e l o p e d , the e l e c t o r a l s u c c e s s e s 

o b t a i n e d i n t h i s a r e a m i s l e d the i d e o l o g u e s o f t h e S o c i a l i s t 

P a r t y o f Canada to b e l i e v e t h a t t h e i r r e v o l u t i o n a r y d o c t r i n e 

was above c r i t i c i s m and t h i s was one o f the causes f o r the 

d e c l i n e o f the p a r t y at a l a t e r date.) 

J James Dunsmuir j u s t i f i e d h i s a n t i - u n i o n t a c t i c s by 
s a y i n g t h a t he wanted the management o f h i s own works and 
t h i s would not be p o s s i b l e i f he r e c o g n i z e d the u n i o n s . 
Canada, S e s s i o n a l P a p e r s , Volume X X X V I I I , No. 13, 1904, 
" E v i d e n c e . . . . " pp. 240 -246 

35 
The Washington S t a t e wing o f the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f 

A merica was o f the " i m p o s s i b l i s t " v a r i e t y . D u r i n g t h e s e 
f o r m a t i v e y e a r s i t took an i n t e r e s t i n the s o c i a l i s t movement 
i n B. C. and r e p o r t e d on many B. C. p o l i t i c a l e vents i n i t s 
p a p e r , the S e a t t l e . S o c i a l i s t . J . D. C u r t i s , s e c r e t a r y o f the 
s t a t e p a r t y , t r a v e l l e d 'throughout th e i s l a n d and the Kootenay-
Boundary a r e a i n t h e summer of 1901 . When, i n Nanaimo, he 
r e p o r t e d t h a t the miners t h e r e "are p r e t t y w e l l l e a v e n e d w i t h 
s o c i a l i s m . " S o c i a l i s t , S e p t. 1 , 1 9 0 1 . He was i m p r e s s e d by 
what he saw i n the r e s t o f the p r o v i n c e too and wrote t h a t 
" t h e r e i s no l a r g e p o l i t i c a l u n i t on the American c o n t i n e n t 
so f a v o u r a b l y s i t u a t e d t o win t h e f i r s t S o c i a l i s t v i c t o r y . " 
S o c i a l i s t , J u l y 7 , 1901 . 
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F o r some time the West had been l o o k e d upon as a 

p l a c e where s o c i a l i s m might g a i n a r e a l f o o t h o l d . The 

SLP had e s t a b l i s h e d a l o c a l i n Vancouver i n 1 8 9 8 , and 

when the membership grew t o about f i f t y i n 1899, they f e l t 

p o s i t i v e enough to t r y t o e x t e n d t h e i r i n f l u e n c e by c a p i t a l 

i z i n g on the growing s o c i a l i s t sympathy i n the c o a l m i n i n g 

a r e a of Vancouver I s l a n d . The e x a c t date i s not known, but 

sometime i n 1899 the SLP i n Vancouver sent speakers t o 

Nanaimo and o r g a n i z e d a s m a l l l o c a l . A g a i n i t i s not c l e a r 

what the e x a c t sequence o f events was, but i t appears t h a t 

the s c h i s m w h i c h . o c c u r r e d w i t h i n the S L P - i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s , 

r e s u l t i n g i n the f o r m a t i o n o f the SPA, and w i t h i n the 

Vancouver group, r e s u l t i n g i n the f o r m a t i o n o f the Vancouver 

S o c i a l i s t Club and s u b s e q u e n t l y the USLP, a l s o o c c u r r e d i n 

Nanaimo, r e s u l t i n g i n the f o r m a t i o n o f the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t 

C l u b . ( A p p a r e n t l y t h e r e was a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n between the 

J O T h e V o i c e , . J a n . 2 5 , 1896: "The west i s o f a l l 
p l a c e s the most l i k e l y p a r t o f Canada f o r the r a p i d growth 
o f s o c i a l i s m . . " ^ The B r i t i s h Columbia Workman,,; June 10 , 1 8 9 9 , 
p r e d i c t e d t h a t soon "the i n s t r u m e n t s o f : p r o d u c t i o n s h a l l be 
the. common p r o p e r t y o f the p e o p l e and s h a l l be used and 
governed by the p e o p l e , f o r the p e o p l e . " The M o n t r e a l  
H e r a l d , i n r e p o r t i n g on the 1899 Trades and Labour C o n v e n t i o n , 
s a i d , . "The l e a v e n o f s o c i a l i s m has been w o r k i n g among w e s t e r n 
w o r k i n g men." Quoted i n The Voice., Sept. 29 , 1899-

See Chapter I I , p. 5 5 . 



126 

Vancouver and Nanaimo groups. W i l l M a c C l a i n spoke t o the 

Nanaimo C l u b . a t l e a s t once, as d i d E r n e s t Burns. ) 

Some o f the s o c i a l i s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s at the f i r s t 

c o n v e n t i o n o f B. C. s o c i a l i s t s i n O c t o b e r , 1 9 0 0 , came from 

the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t C l u b . By the second c o n v e n t i o n the 

f o l l o w i n g y e a r , the Nanaimo membership had grown t o the 

e x t e n t t h a t t h e r e were e i g h t y - f o u r v o t i n g on the c o n s t i t u t i o n 

and p l a t f o r m p r e s e n t e d by the e x e c u t i v e committee. T h i s 

i n c r e a s e i n the number o f miners i n the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t 

Club r e f l e c t e d t o some e x t e n t the growing s c h i s m between the 

l e a d e r s h i p o f R a l p h Smith and the m i n e r s . The s c h i s m was 

encouraged by J . W. H a w t h o r n t h w a i t e , the man c r e d i t e d w i t h 

s w i n g i n g the m i n e r s ' v o t e b e h i n d Smith on p r e v i o u s o c c a s i o n s 

and e l e c t e d by a c c l a m a t i o n t o the B. C. L e g i s l a t u r e t o f i l l 

S mith's s e a t a f t e r he r e s i g n e d t o run f o r the f e d e r a l House 

i n 1 9 0 0 . The move o f Hawthornthwaite t o the l e f t f i r s t 

r e a c hed p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n i n a Labour Day.speech i n September, 

1 9 0 1 , i n w h i c h he. was r e p o r t e d t o have s a i d t h a t "the remedy 

J"The.Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e , June 7 , 1 9 0 0 . 

39 
He was i n v o l v e d i n a debate w i t h R a l p h S m i t h , Burns 

h o l d i n g t h a t i t was h e r e d i t y and e n v i r o n m e n t . t h a t d e t e r 
mined the a c t i o n s o f men and Smith t h a t i t was the moral 
s t a t e o f man and t h e r e f o r e t o b r i n g about change i t was 
n e c e s s a r y t o encourage m o r a l improvement. Nanaimo H e r a l d , 
Dec. 1 8 , 1 9 0 0 . 
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which would e v e n t u a l l y be a p p l i e d t o . s o c i a l i l l s was 
40 

s o c i a l i s m , pure and s i m p l e . " He c a r r i e d h i s b a t t l e 

o u t s i d e the p a r t y i n an i n t e r v i e w w i t h the Nanaimo Free 

P r e s s , i n which he s t a t e d t h a t he d i d not b e l i e v e t h e r e 

was such a t h i n g as a L i b e r a l - L a b o u r group, which he s a i d 

was o n l y a temporary c o a l i t i o n i n the House t o a t t a c k 

Dunsmuir. The Labour P a r t y , he s a i d , was formed t o a t t a c k 

c l a s s and economic i s s u e s , and so l o n g as Smith and o t h e r 

members o f the p a r t y i n s i s t e d on b e i n g t i e d t o the L i b e r a l s , 

these i s s u e s would r e c e i v e s h o r t s h r i f t because the L i b e r a l s 

were not r e a l l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the w o r k i n g c l a s s . He a l s o 
41 

a t t a c k e d Smith f o r h i s compromising s t a n c e . The b a t t l e 

c o n t i n u e d between Hawthornthwaite and the s o c i a l i s t s on the 

one hand and the L i b e r a l - L a b o u r p e o p l e on the o t h e r u n t i l 

i t came t o a c l i m a x i n 1902 and was r e s o l v e d i n f a v o u r o f 

the s o c i a l i s t s , who by now were i n c o n t r o l o f the m i n e r s ' 

u n i o n . W h i l e i n Europe i n the s p r i n g o f 1 9 0 2 , Smith wrote 

t o the M i n e r s ' and M i n e - L a b o u r e r s ' P r o t e c t i v e A s s o c i a t i o n 

(the C o a l M i n e r s ' Union) a s k i n g t h a t he be d e l e g a t e d t o 
40 

Independent, Sept.. 7 , 1901. 

^ I b i d . , J a n . 4, 1902, r e p r i n t e d from the Nanaimo Free P r e s s . 
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a t t e n d the. TLCC c o n v e n t i o n t o be h e l d t h a t y e a r i n B e r l i n , 

(now K i t c h e n e r ) , O n t a r i o . I n s t e a d o f a c t i n g on the r e q u e s t , 
42 

the u n i o n t a b l e d i t and i n August went even f u r t h e r by 
43 

d i s a f f i l i a t i n g from the TLCC. I n November they a f f i l i a t e d 

w i t h the WFM, who a t t h a t time were o r g a n i z i n g the c o a l 

miners i n the Crow's Nest Pass a r e a and whose American 
44 

s e c t i o n had endorsed s o c i a l i s m at i t s s p r i n g c o n v e n t i o n . 
When the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t Club r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s came 

t o the Second Annual C o n v e n t i o n o f B. C. S o c i a l i s t s , the 

r a p i d change from l a b o u r p o l i t i c s to M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s t 

answers was r e f l e c t e d i n the c o n f i d e n c e of t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 

They r e j e c t e d the s u g g e s t i o n t h a t the c o n s t i t u t i o n o f the 

p r o p osed p a r t y be made up p a r t l y from the preamble o f the 

SPA c o n s t i t u t i o n , s i n c e i t was not a r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t a t e m e n t . 

R e j e c t e d too was the attempt o f the e x e c u t i v e committee t o 

f o r m u l a t e a composite document. 

The f o l l o w i n g y e a r the C l u b , encouraged by the d i v i s i o n 

t a k i n g p l a c e i n the ranks o f the Nanaimo Lab.our P a r t y , moved 

to s t r e n g t h e n i t s p o s i t i o n by e n l a r g i n g i t s membership. To 

a s s i s t i n o r g a n i z a t i o n , i n F e b r u a r y , 1902, they brought E. T. 

42 
Canadian S o c i a l i s t , J u l y 12, 1902. 

43 
Nanaimo Free P r e s s , Aug. 18, 1902. 

44 Canadian S o c i a l i s t , June 20, 1902. 
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K i n g s l e y , a former member o f DeLeon's SLP and a d o c t r i n a i r e 

M a r x i s t , up from O a k l a n d , C a l i f o r n i a . He approved o f 

n e i t h e r DeLeon's STLA nor the l e g i t i m a t e . c r a f t t r a d e u n i o n 

movement,. b o t h o f w h i c h , he s a i d , were a b l e t o work o n l y 

towards p a l l i a t i v e s t h a t i n h i s o p i n i o n merely d e l a y e d the 

advent o f t r u e s o c i a l i s m . K i n g s l e y and the Nanaimo S o c i a l 

i s t Club were h i g h l y c o m p a t i b l e and h i s i n i t i a l one-month 
45 

s t a y was extended i n d e f i n i t e l y . 

I n A p r i l , 1 9 0 2 , the Club changed i t s name t o the 

R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada (RSPC). I f adher

ence to M a r x i s t p r i n c i p l e s i s used as the c r i t e r i o n f o r 

s o c i a l i s m , t h e n Nanaimo can be c o n s i d e r e d t o be the c r a d l e 
46 

o f s o c i a l i s m i n Canada. The statement o f p r i n c i p l e s and 

the p l a t f o r m adopted by the new p a r t y i s o f i n t e r e s t t o the 

l a t e r development o f s o c i a l i s m i n Canada. The p l a t f o r m i s 
45 

To s u p p o r t h i m s e l f he r a n a f i s h s t o r e f o r a time 
and t h e n l a t e r became a p r i n t e r . 

46 
F o r comments on the o r i g i n s o f s o c i a l i s m i n 

Canada see: P a u l - F o x , " E a r l y S o c i a l i s m i n Canada", The  
P o l i t i c a l P r o c e s s in" Canada, ed., J . H. A i t c h i s o n ( T o r o n t o , 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1 9 6 3 . ) ; R o n a l d Grantham,."Some A s p e c t s o f  
the S o c i a l i s t ' Movement i n B r i t i s h Columbia,. , ,1898-1933. 
'(M.A." T h e s i s , U.B. C. ,, 1942) • Thomas Loosmbr'e, '"The B r i t i s h 
..Columbia .Labd.ur ..Movement..- and . P o l i t i c a l A c t i o n .1879-1906 
'(M.A. Thesis,, U.B.C.,' 19.54); M a r t i n , Robin,' R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s  
and. Canadian Labour. 1880-1930,,, ( K i n g s t o n 3 > Ont. , I n d u s t r i a l 
R e l a t i o n s C e n t r e , Queen's U n i v e r s i t y , 1968) , F.A. Engelmann 
and M. S c h w a r t z , P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s and the Canadian S o c i a l  
S t r u c t u r e (Scarborough,'Ont., P r e n t i c e - H a l l , 1 9 6 7 ) • 
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r e p r o d u c e d h e r e , but the e n t i r e document i s i n appendix 11: 

P l a t f o r m o f the R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t s P a r t y o f Canada. 

1) The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e o f 
c a p i t a l i s t p r o p e r t y i n the means o f w e a l t h 
p r o d u c t i o n ( n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , f a c t o r i e s , m i l l s , 
r a i l w a y s , e t c . ) i n t o the c o l l e c t i v e p r o p e r t y o f 
the w o r k i n g c l a s s . 

2) Thorough and d e m o c r a t i c o r g a n i z a t i o n and manage
ment o f i n d u s t r y by the w o r k e r s . 

3) The e s t a b l i s h m e n t , as s p e e d i l y as p o s s i b l e , o f 
p r o d u c t i o n f o r use i n l i e u o f p r o d u c t i o n f o r 
p r o f i t . 

4) C a n d i d a t e s f o r p u b l i c o f f i c e upon the t i c k e t 
o f the R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t P a r t y s h a l l , by 
the acceptance o f such n o m i n a t i o n , s t a n d p l e d g e d 
t o t h e u n q u a l i f i e d support o f the p r i n c i p l e s and 
program h e r e i n s e t f o r t h . They s h a l l , i n case 
o f e l e c t i o n , use every i l l e g i t i m a t e means w i t h i n 
t h e i r power, t o f u r t h e r such p r i n c i p l e s and 
program, and contea.t and p r e v e n t I f p o s s i b l e , 
the a d o p t i o n o f any measure i n c o n t r a v e n t i o n 
t h e r e t o . 

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada p r o 
c l a i m s i t s e l f the p o l i t i c a l exponent o f w o r k i n g c l a s s 
i n t e r e s t . \, I t w i l l d e v i a t e n e i t h e r t o the r i g h t n or 
the l e f t o'f the f i n e l i n e l a i d down i n i t s p l a t f o r m . 
I t w i l l n e i t h e r endorse o r accept endorsement. I t 
has no compromise t o make. 

The pathway l e a d i n g t o our .emancipation from the 
c h a i n s o f wage s l a v e r y i s uncompromising p o l i t i c a l 
w a r f a r e a g a i n s t the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s , w i t h no q u a r t e r 
and no s u r r e n d e r . 4 7 

There was a s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e between the 

'Independent, May 24, 1902. R e p r i n t e d from the 
S e a t t l e S o c i a l i s t . The a r t i c l e went on t o a t t a c k the 
sug g e s t e d p l a t f o r m o f the B. C. S o c i a l i s t P a r t y as "a 
r a d i c a l p l a t f o r m w i t h o u t s o c i a l i s t i n f l u e n c e . " 
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program o f the.RSPC and • .that. o f the BCSP. Both groups 

p r o f e s s e d t o be M a r x i s t s and t o t h a t e x t e n t they l e f t 

C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s m and moved toward an economic a n a l y s i s 

o f s o c i e t y . The RSPC, however, d i f f e r e d from the BCSP i n 

t h a t i t eschewed a l l p a l l i a t i v e s f o r p a t c h i n g up the system 

u n t i l the p r o l e t a r i a t c o u l d win c o n t r o l . I n the p a r l a n c e 

o f the t i m e , proponents o f the RSPC view were known as 

" i m p o s s i b l i s t s " and the i d e a l i s t s as the " p o s s i b l i s t s " . 

D i f f e r e n c e s between the two s o c i a l i s t g roups, however, were 

not as d i f f i c u l t t o overcome at t h i s time as were the d i f 

f e r e n c e s between s o c i a l i s t and l a b o u r f o l l o w e r s . 

As mentioned e a r l i e r , the h i g h t e n s i o n g e n e r a t e d i n 
48 

l a b o u r ranks d u r i n g t h i s time and the e n c o u r a g i n g r e s u l t s 
49 

o f the June 9, 1900, e l e c t i o n had l e d some s o c i a l i s t s and 

l a b o u r p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m e r s t o c o n s i d e r the p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

f o r m i n g one u n i t e d p o l i t i c a l p a r t y as a v e h i c l e f o r o b t a i n 

i n g t h e i r common p o l i t i c a l ends. T h i s view was p a r t i c u l a r l y 

p rominent among l a b o u r p o l i t i c i a n s b ecause, o t h e r t h a n the 

s p e a k i n g t o u r s t a k e n by R a l p h Smith d u r i n g the e l e c t i o n , 

c h a p t e r , 

S u p r a , pp. 1-5-

49 
^See Chapter I I I , p.101 and f o o t n o t e 45 same 



132 

there was nothing to u n i f y the various Independent Labour 
P a r t i e s throughout the province. Although.the s o c i a l i s t s 
i n the CSL had.from the beginning professed that "In Unity 

50 
There i s Strength," t h e i r growing confidence as a r e s u l t 
of the mushrooming of l o c a l s i n B. C , the obvious weakening 
of some of the Independent Labour P a r t i e s and the formation 
of the BCSP was now le a d i n g them to b e l i e v e that s o c i a l i s m 
was the one c o r r e c t p o s i t i o n . Though the s u p e r c i l i o u s 
a t t i t u d e of the B. C. s o c i a l i s t s toward the reformism of 
the labour p a r t i e s had not yet reached i t s z e n i t h , i t was 
strong enough to i n h i b i t any enthusiasm f o r u n i t i n g the 
various labour and s o c i a l i s t groups i n common cause. While 
the diverse Independent Labour P a r t i e s i n the province had 
experienced successive ups and down i n the months f o l l o w i n g 
the 1900 e l e c t i o n , the s o c i a l i s t s ' continued successes had 
strengthened t h e i r determination not to remain an exiguous 
group on the periphery of B r i t i s h Columbia p o l i t i c s . In 

50 
"This only we desi r e i n the matter that whatever 

body i s formed should be f r i e n d l y to Trades Unionism and 
be broad enough' to take i n a l l who favour S o c i a l i s t 
p r i n c i p l e s and a c t i o n — r i c h and poor—men of every c a l l i n g — 
the whole people as soon as they can be induced to cooperate 
to secure a common b e n e f i t . " C i t i z e n and Country, Mar. 2 0 , 
1 9 0 0 , " B e l i e v i n g that ' i n union there " i s strength''' and that 
'they that clasp hands s h a l l conquer the lands' we stand 
ready at a l l times to cooperate w i t h other s o c i a l reformers 
to secure a m e l i o r a t i o n of the present i n t o l e r a b l e i n d u s t r i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s . " C i t i z e n and Country, Mar. 3 0 , 1 9 0 0 . 
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a d d i t i o n , t o h a v i n g Cameron.in the f i e l d o r g a n i z i n g , the 

l o c a l s o f the BCSP were b e g i n n i n g , the weekly p u b l i c 

e d u c a t i o n (propaganda) meetings t h a t were t o become t h e i r 

r a i s o n . d ' e t r e . The S l o c a n l o c a l , f o r example, p l a n n e d and 

p u b l i c i z e d t h e i r meetings s i x t o e i g h t weeks i n advance. 

A sample program o f debates f o r the l a t e f a l l o f 1901 i n -
51 

e l u d e d the f o l l o w i n g : 
November 19: I s the course o f events i n New Z e a l a n d 

a d v a n c i n g the cause o f S o c i a l i s m ? 

November 26 

December 3: 

December 10 : 

S h o u l d t h e f r a n c h i s e be i m m e d i a t e l y 
extended t o women? 

Sho u l d S o c i a l i s t s , as an o r g a n i z e d body 
fu s e w i t h any o t h e r p a r t y , p o l i t i c a l l y 
t o g a i n p a r t i a l and temporary r e f o r m s ? 

Would l a n d n a t i o n a l i z a t i o n , known as 
s i n g l e t a x , e f f e c t i v e l y and permanently 
f r e e the p r o l e t a r i a t from t h e i r p r e s e n t 
c o n d i t i o n 'of serfdom o r wage s l a v e r y ? 

December 17: Can the t r a d e and l a b o u r u n i o n s accom
p l i s h t h e i r o b j e c t , e x cept t h r o u g h the 
medium o f the b a l l o t and by t h e i n t r o 
d u c t i o n o f s o c i a l i s m ? 

December 24 I s compulsory a r b i t r a t i o n j u s t ? Does 
i t f u l f i l l i t s purpose? 

The Greenwood l o c a l a l s o h e l d weekly p u b l i c meetings 

i n the C i t y H a l l , the use o f which was f r e e because h a l f the 

51 Independent, Nov. 23, 1901. 
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52 l o c a l C o u n c i l were s o c i a l i s t s . I n Vancouver, meetings 

were h e l d e v e r y Sunday n i g h t i n rooms over E r n e s t B u rns' -. 

Second Hand S t o r e a t 132 P o w e l l S t r e e t . 5 3 

As s o c i a l i s t a c t i v i t y i n c r e a s e d , so d i d the s o c i a l -
5 

i s t s ' moo.d o f c o n f i d e n c e and f e e l i n g s o f s e l f - r i g h t e o u s n e s s . 

T h i s meant t h a t any o v e r t u r e s f o r the amalgamation of the 

f o r c e s o f the L e f t had t o come from the s i d e o f l a b o u r . 

George B a r t l e y , e d i t o r of .the- Independent, s e m i - o f f i c i a l 

organ o f the VTLC, s t a r t e d . t h e b a l l r o l l i n g by p r o p o s i n g i n 

an e d i t o r i a l t h a t a c o n v e n t i o n be h e l d t o b r i n g t o g e t h e r the 

f o r c e s o f p o l i t i c a l r e f o r m i n t h e p r o v i n c e , and t h a t the 

i n i t i a t i v e f o r such a c o n v e n t i o n be t a k e n by e i t h e r the VTLC 
55 

or the Vancouver Independent Labour P a r t y . The P a r l i a 

mentary Committee o f the VTLC took up the i d e a o f u n i t i n g 

L a r d e a u E a g l e , Mar. 6 , 1 9 0 1 . 

5 3 
^ F o r an example o f the c o n t e n t o f t h e s e meeting 

see the March, 1 9 0 2 , program I n the Independent, March 1 , 
1902. 

54 
P u r i t y o f b e l i e f , and not growth f o r growth's 

s a k e , was already, a p p a r e n t . George B r o a d l y o f . the N e l s o n 
l o c a l was. e x p e l l e d f o r h a v i n g s a i d he c o u l d s u p p o r t M a r t i n 
and the L i b e r a l p a r t y p l a t f o r m r e g a r d i n g l a b o u r . Lardeau 
Eagle,. March 6 , 1 9 0 2 . 

Independent, S e p t . 14, 1901. 
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a l l r e f o r m f o r c e s , d i d a st.udy on. the m a t t e r and s u g g e s t e d 

i n t h e i r r e p o r t t h a t , s i n c e unions, r e p r e s e n t e d about t e n 

per cent o f the w o r k e r s , they " f a v o u r e d p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n 

on a more b r o a d and p r o g r e s s i v e b a s i s , whereby a l l who h o l d 

s i m i l a r views and i d e a s can j o i n t o g e t h e r f j i c j i n common 
56 

cause." The Vancouver Independent Labour P a r t y c a r r i e d 

on from h e r e , c a l l i n g an open m e e t i n g . f o r F e b r u a r y 18, 1902, 

t o d i s c u s s the p o s s i b i l i t y o f s o c i a l i s t and l a b o u r f o r c e s 

u n i t i n g under one p o l i t i c a l banner. Though the s o c i a l i s t s 

I n the Vancouver a r e a agreed t o a t t e n d , i t was not w i t h any 

degree o f e n t h u s i a s m . A member o f the e x e c u t i v e committee 

o f the BCSP w r o t e : 
I was approached by a number o f Independent 
Labour P a r t y men. They were g o i n g t o h o l d 
an open meeting and. would welcome a l l s o c i a l 
i s t s , i f s o c i a l i s t s ' w o u l d not t r y t o r u n 
e v e r y t h i n g t h e i r way. I r e p l i e d t h a t the 
f a u l t of a l l t h e i r Independent Labour P a r t i e s 
i n the p a s t had been t h a t they were never 
i n d e p e n d e n t , but always the t a i l o f the 
L i b e r a l P a r t y . I s a i d , however, t h a t i f they 
h e l d a meeting we would a t t e n d and see what 
they were g o i n g t o do, but u n l e s s they had 
advanced f a r enough t o make the a b o l i t i o n o f 
the wage system t h e i r u l t i m a t e aim they c o u l d 
expect n o t h i n g but o p p o s i t i o n from us.57 

There were " s e v e r a l hundred p e r s o n s " at the F e b r u a r y 18 

I b i d . , Nov. 23, 1901. 

Independent, Feb. 15, 1902. 
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m e e t i n g , which, was h e l d i n the Labour H a l l on. Homer S t r e e t . 
58 

A c c o r d i n g to. newspaper .reports the meeting was a m i c a b l e . 

A f t e r much, d i s c u s s i o n and the r e a d i n g o f b o t h the BCSP and 

Labour P a r t y P l a t f o r m s , agreement was r eached on a p p o i n t i n g 

t h r e e men from each group t o form a committee, charged w i t h 

d r a f t i n g a common p l a t f o r m t o be s u b m i t t e d at a l a t e r date 
to a j o i n t c o n v e n t i o n . The a m i c a b i l i t y o f the a t t e n d i n g 

59 

s o c i a l i s t s may have m i s l e d the newspapers, f o r compliance 

was c e r t a i n l y not the mood o f a l l the p a r t y members. I n a 

l e t t e r t o the Independent, James B o u l t , a former member of 

the SLP and w e l l t r a i n e d i n DeLeon i n v e c t i v e , commented on 
the o p t i m i s t i c newspaper r e p o r t s 

Now gentlemen, t h i s i s c o n t r a r y t o the f a c t s . . . . 
you have c a p t u r e d the wrong bunch o f s u c k e r s 
t h i s t i m e , so you had b e t t e r t r y some o t h e r k i n d 
o f b a i t , you have caught a h a n d f u l o f c h a f f , but 
the g r a i n i s not w i t h i n your r e a c h . S o c i a l i s t s 
cannot f u s e w i t h o t h e r p a r t i e s , n e i t h e r can they 
marry a w i l l - o - t h e - w i s p . 60 

O u t s i d e the Vancouver a r e a B a r t l e y ' s s u g g e s t i o n t o 

e x p l o r e the p o s s i b i l i t y o f u n i o n between l a b o u r and s o c i a l 

i s t f o r c e s was t a k e n s e r i o u s l y by a number o f groups. The 

• 58 
V a n c o u v e r . D a i l y P r o v i n c e , Feb. 1 9 , 190 2 v  

Independent, .Feb;T 22 , .1902 . 

59 
E r n e s t B u r n s , John Dodd and John Morton were 

r e p o r t e d as h a v i n g been s p e a k e r s . Burns and Dodd always 
d i d have l a b o u r l e a n i n g s . 

^ I n d e p e n d e n t , Feb. 2 2 , 1 9 0 2 . 
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Kamloops F e d e r a l Labour Union No. 18 s u g g e s t e d Kamloops as 

the l o c a t i o n f o r such a m e e t i n g , but d i d not o f f e r t o 

o r g a n i z e i t . ^ 1 I n J a n u a r y , 1 9 0 2 , i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t the 

Independent Labour P a r t y i n the Kootenay m i n i n g a r e a was 

g i v i n g c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o c a l l i n g a c o n v e n t i o n which would be 

"broader and more r e p r e s e n t a t i v e than any p r e v i o u s caucus" 

and t h a t the " S o c i a l i s t s as w e l l as the t r a d e s u n i o n i s t s 
6 2 

would be i n v i t e d . " F i n a l l y D i s t r i c t A s s o c i a t i o n No. 6 o f 

the WFM took the i n i t i a t i v e and i n v i t e d a l l l a b o u r , s o c i a l 

i s t and r e f o r m groups t o a t t e n d a c o n v e n t i o n i n Kamloops on 

A p r i l 14 and 1 5 , 1 9 0 2 , i m m e d i a t e l y f o l l o w i n g t h e i r own 

c o n v e n t i o n . The o b j e c t i v e s o f the S o n v e n t i o n , a c c o r d i n g t o 

the open l e t t e r i s s u e d by the WFM were: 
1. To u n i t e and harmonize a l l l a b o u r o r g a n i z a t i o n s 

and r e f o r m b o d i e s i n the p r o v i n c e t o g e t h e r £sic}, 
f o r purposes o f p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . 

2. To adopt a p r o v i n c i a l p l a t f o r m and promulgate a 
p o l i c y f o r the guidance o f o r g a n i z e d l a b o u r and 
o t h e r r e f o r m b o d i e s i n f u t u r e p o l i t i c a l campaigns. 

3. To do any o r a l l o t h e r t h i n g s which i n the j u d g e 
ment o f a l l the c o n v e n t i o n w i l l i n any way p r o t e c t 
o r promote the i n t e r e s t s o f those r e p r e s e n t e d . 

6 l S a n d o n P a y s t r e a k , J a n . 1902. A l s o the Independent, 
Feb. 2 2 , 190.2 

62 Independent, Oct. 2 6 , 1 9 0 1 . 

Ib 
and Country 

^ 3 I b i d . , May 1 0 , 1 9 0 2 , r e p r i n t e d from the C i t i z e n 



138 

There was no doubt the time was p r o p i t i o u s f o r a 

c o n v e n t i o n t o d i s c u s s the p o s s i b i l i t y o f u n i t i n g a l l groups 

on the L e f t i n t o one p o l i t i c a l body. The u n s e t t l e d l a b o u r 

c o n d i t i o n s f o r the p a s t two y e a r s (as e v i d e n c e d by the 

R o s s l a n d M i n e r s ' s t r i k e and the F r a s e r R i v e r Fishermen's 

s t r i k e ) as w e l l as the u n s e t t l e d p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s o f 

the p a s t s i x y e a r s had s e r v e d t o make a l a r g e .number o f 

peo p l e i n s e c u r e and unhappy about the way the p r o v i n c e was 

h e a d i n g , b o t h p o l i t i c a l l y and e c o n o m i c a l l y . T h i s encouraged 

p e o p l e t o come t o g e t h e r i n v a r i o u s groups i n s e a r c h o f ways 
64 

t o a m e l i o r a t e t h e i r f e e l i n g s o f unease. The c o n v e n t i o n at 

Kamloops was a t t e n d e d by s i x t y - t h r e e d e l e g a t e s from u n i o n s , 

s o c i a l i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n s and o t h e r r e f o r m b o d i e s , making i t 

a meeting o f "the most r e p r e s e n t a t i v e c h a r a c t e r . " I n f a c t , 

a n o t h e r meeting.so r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f the d i v e r s e r e f o r m i s t s 

i n the p r o v i n c e would not be h e l d . a g a i n u n t i l the 1920's. 

Though the times d i d appear t o c a l l f o r u n i t y , the s p l i t 

between the l a b o u r r e f o r m e r s and the s o c i a l i s t s was not t o 

be h e a l e d a t Kamloops. The c o n v e n t i o n had been c a l l e d by 

u n i o n i s t s and was dominated.by them.. R e p r e s e n t e d were f o r t y -

See the r e f e r e n c e i n Chapter V, p.182 t o D a v i d 
Truman., The Governmental P r o c e s s (New Yo r k , A l f r e d Knopf, 
1 9 5 1 ) . Truman suggests t h a t d u r i n g times o f s o c i a l c r i s i s 
groups do form t o s t a b i l i z e s o c i e t a l r e l a t i o n s . 
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three unions, three labour p a r t i e s , seven s o c i a l i s t groups 
and one s i n g l e - t a x a s s o c i a t i o n . A report in. the C i t i z e n  
and Country says there were- twenty-four s o c i a l i s t s a l l t o l d 
at the convention ( s e v e r a l of the union delegates were 
s o c i a l i s t s ) , but they could not act i n unison 
of them were bound" by " i n s t r u c t i o n s from t h e i r 
The report seems to be without substance. The convention 
was quite u n s t r u c t u r e d , and i t i s doubtful that a union 
could bind a delegate's vote beforehand on many of the issues 
discussed. A more l i k e l y e x p lanation f o r the s o c i a l i s t s ' 
l a c k of success at the convention was that t h e i r number was 
smaller than reported. In checking the l i s t of delegates, 
only fourteen can be p o s i t i v e l y i d e n t i f i e d as having belonged 
to any of the s o c i a l i s t groups i n existence at that t i m e . ^ 
Of the fourteen seven represented unions, which meant that 
the message had to be taken to the convention f l o o r by the 
other seven. In a c t u a l f a c t , the burden was shouldered by 

because most 
65 

own union. 

Independent, May 10, 1901. Reprinted from the 
C i t i z e n and Country. 

The l i s t of delegates from the O f f i c i a l Minutes 
of Proceedings r e p r i n t e d i n Loosmore., Appendix, p. XXV, was 
checked against a l l known references to s o c i a l i s t s and only 
fourteen could be thus i d e n t i f i e d w i t h c e r t a i n t y . I t i s , 
of course,'possible that the o r i g i n a l f i g u r e of twenty-four 
i s c o r r e c t , but i f so, the twenty-four were not aggressive 
and a r t i c u l a t e enough to put forward t h e i r v i e w s . f o r c e f u l l y 
and p e r s u a s i v e l y at the convention. 
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Burns and K i n g s l e y , who were c o n s t a n t l y on t h e i r f e e t 

a t t a c k i n g each suggested p l a n k as e i t h e r i r r e l e v a n t t o 

t h e c l a s s s t r u g g l e or t r i v i a l . I t was t o no a v a i l — t h e 

d e l e g a t e s were not i n t e r e s t e d i n economic s o l u t i o n s (they 

d i d a c c e pt th e s i n g l e t a x n o t i o n ) t o l o n g - t e r m problems. 

They wanted immediate s o l u t i o n s t o s h o r t - t e r m problems. 

While th e s o c i a l i s t s c a l l e d f o r a b o l i t i o n o f t h e wages 

system, the o t h e r d e l e g a t e s were i n t e r e s t e d p r i m a r i l y i n 

government i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the economy, w h i c h , they s a i d 

would e v e n t u a l l y l e a d t o s o c i a l i s m . 

The new p a r t y formed at t h e c o n v e n t i o n was c a l l e d 

the P r o v i n c i a l P r o g r e s s i v e P a r t y (PPP). There was v e r y 

l i t t l e t h a t c o u l d be c a l l e d new i n e i t h e r the preamble or 

t h e p l a t f o r m . f o r t h e new p a r t y w hich the c o n v e n t i o n endorsed. 

The preamble c a l l e d f o r a d e c l a r a t i o n making the non-payment 

o f wages a c r i m i n a l a c t , and endorsed t h e p r i n c i p l e of r e 

c a l l . The p l a t f o r m was as f o l l o w s 

G r a d u a l s h i f t i n g o f a l l t a x e s from t h e p r o d u c e r s 
t o t h e l a n d . 

Government ownership o f r a i l w a y s and means o f 
communication. 

Government e s t a b l i s h m e n t and o p e r a t i o n o f s m e l t e r s 
and r e f i n e r i e s . 

Woman • f s i c j j , f r a n c h i s e and a b o l i t i o n o f a l l p r o p e r t y 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s f o r p u b l i c o f f i c e . 

Cana'dian Annual Review, 1902, p. 87-
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No t a x a t i o n o f f a r m s , improvements, implements, 
s t o c k , and .the assessment o f w i l d l a n d s at p r i c e s 
asked by s p e c u l a t o r s . 

Lands t o be h e l d by a c t u a l s e t t l e r s , and t e n p e r 
cent o f a l l p u b l i c l a n d s t o be s e t a s i d e f o r 
e d u c a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s . 

E d u c a t i o n t o be f r e e , s e c u l a r , and compulsory up 
t o 16 y e a r s , and t e x t books, meals and c l o t h i n g 
to be s u p p l i e d out o f p u b l i c funds when n e c e s s a r y . 

Compulsory a r b i t r a t i o n o f l a b o u r d i s p u t e s and 
a b s o l u t e r e s t r i c t i o n o f O r i e n t a l i m m i g r a t i o n . 

P u l p - l a n d l e a s e s t o c o n t a i n a r e - f o r e s t i n g c o n d i t i o n 
and the r e s e r v a t i o n from s a l e o r l e a s i n g o f a c e r 
t a i n p a r t o f a l l known c o a l areas f o r the f u t u r e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f state-owned c o a l mines. 

M u n i c i p a l c o n t r o l o f the l i q u o r t r a f f i c ; t he r i g h t 
t o referendum i n a l l cases o f v a l u a b l e s u b s i d i e s 
o r f r a n c h i s e s ; and compulsory f r e e t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
on a l l r a i l w a y s , e t c . , f o r Judges and members o f 
the L e g i s l a t u r e . 

E l e c t i o n day t o be a p u b l i c h o l i d a y w i t h f o u r hours 
f r e e from s e r v i c e f o r each employee. 

Some of the p l a n k s deserve comment. The t h i r d one, 

c a l l i n g f o r government ownership and o p e r a t i o n o f s m e l t e r s , 

r e f l e c t s the predominance o f miners over o t h e r o c c u p a t i o n s 

r e p r e s e n t e d at the c o n v e n t i o n . At t h a t time the ore was 

s h i p p e d t o the U. S. f o r s m e l t i n g and. the miners b e l i e v e d 

t h a t more jobs, would be c r e a t e d and more money would be a v a i l 

a b l e f o r wages i f a s m e l t e r was l o c a t e d i n the a r e a . 

The women's f r a n c h i s e . p l a n k was opposed by K i n g s l e y 

on the b a s i s t h a t i t had n o t h i n g t o do w i t h c l a s s p o l i t i c s . ^ 

I ndependent, A p r i l 19, 1902. K i n g s l e y ' s argument 
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The c l a u s e c a l l i n g f o r compulsory a r b i t r a t i o n o f 

l a b o u r d i s p u t e s would be anathema t o p r e s e n t - d a y l a b o u r i t e s , 

but i t i s u n d e r s t a n d a b l e i n the c o n t e x t o f 1902 when un i o n s 

were s t i l l s t r u g g l i n g t o be r e c o g n i z e d as a l e g i t i m a t e 
69 

element i n s o c i e t y . 

The s o c i a l i s t s f o ught every s t e p o f the way, f o r c i n g 

f u l l debate on each p l a n k proposed. That t h e r e was no 

meeting o f minds i s h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g , s i n c e the s o c i a l i s t s 

were c o n v i n c e d t h a t b r i n g i n g t r u t h and e n l i g h t e n m e n t t o the 

p u b l i c was the c r u c i a l immediate s t e p n e c e s s a r y to g a i n 

v i c t o r y at the p o l l s . I t f o l l o w e d t h a t p a t c h i n g up the 

system was not o n l y . a waste o f time but might even d e l a y the 

imminent a t t a i n m e n t of s o c i a l i s m . On the o t h e r hand, as a 

r e p o r t e r at the c o n v e n t i o n s a i d i n r e f e r r i n g to the o p p o s i t 

i o n t o the s o c i a l i s t v i e w s , "the s p e a k e r s . . . c o n t e n t e d 

themselves w i t h o p p o s i n g a l l r a d i c a l p l a n k s on the ground 

t h a t they wanted t o b u i l d a p l a t f o r m which would arouse no 

p a r t i c u l a r o p p o s i t i o n . a n d a l l o w them to get a number o f men 

i s i n t e r e s t i n g i n view o f the c o n t r a r y argument o f the L e f t 
today t h a t . t h e p o s i t i o n o f women i n s o c i e t y i s l i n k e d t o 
the c l a s s ..nature o f the s o c i e t y . 

F o r the complete minutes o f the c o n v e n t i o n see 
the Independent, A p r i l 1 9 , 1 9 0 2 . 
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70 e l e c t e d t o the l e g i s l a t u r e . " 

The Kamloops.Convention was a s i g n i f i c a n t attempt t o 

u n i t e a l l 1 the f o r c e s o f the L e f t i n t o one combined p o l i t i c a l 

e f f o r t . To the s o c i a l i s t s , however, l a b o u r ' s i n t e n t t o 

r e f o r m the p o l i t i c a l system had a l r e a d y been t r i e d and found 

w a n t i n g ; t o the l a b o u r p e o p l e , the p o l i c i e s o f the s o c i a l i s t s 

c a l l e d f o r too r a d i c a l a change. Not u n t i l the l a t e 1920's 

would such d i v e r s e groups f i n a l l y come t o g e t h e r t o work out 

a common a t t a c k on the problems o f s o c i e t y . a s they saw them. 

On the s u r f a c e , the Kamloops C o n v e n t i o n appeared t o 

have every p o s s i b i l i t y o f c r e a t i n g a p o l i t i c a l f o r c e w i t h the 

p o t e n t i a l t o become a g r e a t and i n f l u e n t i a l power i n B. C. 

p o l i t i c s . A l l p a r t i c i p a n t s were c l e a r l y opposed t o the n o t i o n 

of f u s i o n w i t h any o u t s i d e p o l i t i c a l group. Moreover, by 

combining under the name o f the PPP a l l the i n d i v i d u a l Inde

pendent Labour p a r t i e s i n the p r o v i n c e had now u n i t e d i n one 

o r g a n i z a t i o n , and by i t s e l f the l a r g e number o f d e l e g a t e s a t 

the c o n v e n t i o n would have s u g g e s t e d a growing i n t e r e s t i n 
71 

r e f o r m p o l i t i c s . But a new p o l i t i c a l . f o r c e was not the 

1 Independent, May 1 0 , 1 9 0 2 , r e p r i n t e d from C. & C., 
May, 1 9 0 2 . 

71 
I t s h o u l d be n o t e d , however, t h a t the c o n f e r e n c e 

was dominated by the m i n e r s ' unions from the Kootenay a r e a , 
from where the m a j o r i t y o f the d e l e g a t e s came. There were 
e l e v e n d e l e g a t e s from the Lower M a i n l a n d and Vancouver 
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r e s u l t - t h e PPP was never h e a r d from i n any m e a n i n g f u l way 

a g a i n , and w i t h i n a y e a r i t had ceased t o e x i s t . There 

were a number o f reasons f o r the demise o f such a p r o m i s i n g 

o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Through the pages o f the C i t i z e n and Country the 

E x e c u t i v e Committee o f the BCSP reminded a l l l o c a l s t h a t , 

i n accordance w i t h S e c t i o n 14 o f the c o n s t i t u t i o n , which 

r e a d : . "Under no c i r c u m s t a n c e s s h a l l the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f 

B. C. f u s e o r a c t w i t h any p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , u n l e s s they have 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y the same p r i n c i p l e s as our p a r t y , " i t would be 

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l t o become p a r t o f the new PPP. They con

t i n u e d , "The PPP d e l i b e r a t e l y r e j e c t e d a l l t h a t ' was v i t a l 

i n o u r p l a t f o r m ; t h e r e f o r e , t h a t p a r t y i s no more e n t i t l e d 

t o s p e c i a l ' c o n s i d e r a t i o n at our hands than e i t h e r the 
72 

L i b e r a l s o r the C o n s e r v a t i v e s . " I n the f a c e o f t h i s , 

I s l a n d : George B a r t l e y , Vancouver Labour P a r t y ; H. B u c k l e , 
Nanaimo Trades and Labour C o u n c i l ; E r n e s t B u r n s , B. C. 
S o c i a l i s t P a r t y ; T. H. C r o s s , V. T. & L. C ; Sydney H a r r i s , 
Vancouver Fishermen's U n i o n ; D. Jameson, New W e s t m i n s t e r 
T y p o g r a p h i c a l U n i o n ; E. T. K i n g s l e y , R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t y o f Canada; "Robert McPherson, V. T. & L. C ; R. Todd, 
Vancouver T y p o g r a p h i c a l U n i o n ; J . H. Watson, Vancouver 
B o i l e r m a k e r s U n i o n . 

72 . . . 
C i t i z e n and.Country, May 3 0 , . 1 9 0 2 . By referendum 

v o t e l a t e r i n the y e a r , the c o n s t i t u t i o n was amended t o 
drop t h e l a s t c l a u s e from S e c t i o n 14, I . e . , u n l e s s they 
have s u b s t a n t i a l l y the same p r i n c i p l e s as our p a r t y . 
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members of the BCSP were forced to choose between that 
party or the PPP. 

An important f a c t o r i n i n f l u e n c i n g the men's d e c i s i o n 
was a speaking tour of the province undertaken by Eugene 
Debs, leader of the SPA, i n l a t e June and e a r l y J u l y of 1902. 
Debs was a popular f i g u r e i n B. C. working c l a s s c i r c l e s . He 
had been i n Vancouver i n the l890's on behalf of the American 
R a i l r o a d Union, and was w e l l known i n the mining areas due to 
the large number of Americans i n the mines. Between June 25 
and J u l y 2, he spoke i n Vancouver,•Revelstoke, Slocan, Sandon, 
Kas l o , Nelson, Phoenix, Greenwood and Rossland. According to 
r e p o r t s , a l l the meetings were crowded and people were turned 
away at the door i n many pl a c e s . In a note to the Canadian  
S o c i a l i s t , summarizing the content of h i s message, Debs s a i d 
h i s purpose was to advise workingmen to "stay c l e a r of h a l f 
way movements." He dismissed the PPP as a "middle-class 
movement" wit h a p l a t f o r m that "may p r o p e r l y be described as 
a mixed bag of p i c k l e s " , and w i t h no mission "except to 
r e t a r d the bona f i d e s o c i a l i s t movement" which i t would do, 
he s a i d , 

For but a very short time and i n twelve months 
or l e s s , i t w i l l have ceased to e x i s t . What 
i s wanted i n Canada, as elsewhere i s a s t r a i g h t -
out c l a s s conscious s o c i a l i s t p a r t y . . . t o whom 
men are bound to t u r n , when they r e a l i z e there 
can be no compromise w i t h the enemy and that 
the party that seeks to harmonize the c o n f l i c t i n g 
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i n t e r e s t s of the classes i n v o l v e d i n the 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e , i s s u r e l y the party of the 
c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s and should be shunned by 
every man who favours emancipation of the 
workers from the centuries of s l a v e r y and 
inhumanity. 7 3 

Further o p p o s i t i o n to the PPP came from the j o i n t 
convention of the WFM and the Western Labour Union i n 
Denver, Colorado, i n e a r l y June, 1902. The convention 

74 
adopted the p l a t f o r m of the SPA. The nearly four hundred 

75 
delegates present represented about 150,000 miners. As 
the Sandon Paystreak r e p o r t e d , "the Western Federation of 
Miners has declared f o r s o c i a l i s m s t r a i g h t and absolute 
divorce from the o l d l i n e p a r t i e s . " In c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 
s t y l e the e d i t o r went on to say, "Both p a r t i e s i n both 
countries are i n the hands of men who are as corrupt as 
h e l l , " and t h i s i s the " f i r s t gun shot i n a new war of 
emancipation." In B r i t i s h Columbia the WFM d i d not im
mediately declare i t s e l f i n favour of s o c i a l i s m ( t h i s would 
not occur u n t i l 1904) but the American d e c i s i o n d i d i n f l u e n c e 

7 3 
Canadian S o c i a l i s t , J u l y , 12, 1902. 

^The vote i n the WFM was 230 to 73 and i n the 
WLU 56 to 13-

7 5Canadian S o c i a l i s t , June 20, 1902. 
7fi 

Sandon Paystreak, June 14, 1902. 
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the support which.the miners gave to the PPP.'' 

Probably one of the most important f a c t o r s m i l i t a t i n g 
against the PPP. was the behaviour of the labour p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i s t s . In s p i t e of George Barkley's e d i t o r i a l comment 
on r e t u r n i n g from the Kamloops convention—"One t h i n g n o t i c e 
able at the convention was the s p i r i t of antagonism to any
t h i n g that savoured of f u s i o n w i t h e i t h e r of the o l d 

7 8 

p a r t i e s " — t h e coast members of the PPP could not e x t r i c a t e 
themselves from the c o a t - t a i l of the L i b e r a l Party. When 
the Reverend George R. Maxwell's untimely death n e c e s s i t a t e d 
a b y - e l e c t i o n i n the f e d e r a l constituency of Burrard, the 

79 
ex-Lieutenant Governor, T. R. Mclnnes, ^ came to Vancouver 

80 

and was made an Honorary President of the PPP. S h o r t l y 
a f t e r , Mclnnes announced that he would be an Independent 
L i b e r a l candidate i n the b y - e l e c t i o n . "The good-intentioned 
i n t e r i o r supporters have already been morally s o l d out by 

''The l e a d e r s h i p of the WFM. i n B. C. was not pro-
s o c i a l i s m and i t took the s o c i a l i s t s i n the union two years 
to gain enough p o s i t i o n s of i n f l u e n c e . t o carry the union i n 
support of the S o c i a l i s t Party of B. C. 

^Independent, A p r i l 19, 1902. 
79 
He was the f a t h e r of W.W.B. Mclnnes, a member of 

P r i o r ' s cabinet. 
8°Western S o c i a l i s t , Nov. 29, 1902. Eleven members 

took part i n the vote. 
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81 
the same o l d coast 'labour' p o l i t i c i a n s , " wrote P e t t i p i e c e . 

This a t t i t u d e was undoubtedly shared by others besides 
the s o c i a l i s t s . , f o r i t was c l e a r l y absurd to have a labour 
party with a p l a t f o r m of e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m and an 
honorary president running as a c a p i t a l i s t . A f u r t h e r anomaly 
i n the episode was the f a c t that Mclnnes, the honorary p r e s i 
dent of the PPP, ended up opposing Chris F o l e y , the president 
of the PPP, who ran on the t i c k e t of the Independent Labour 
Party r a t h e r than that of the PPP. I t would appear that the 
PPP was both i l l e g i t i m a t e and premature. I t s parents n e i t h e r 
acknowledged i t s existence nor provided i t w i t h the necessary 
sustenance. 

The Kamloops Convention d i d not "mark the beginning of 
8 2 

a new era i n the p o l i t i c s of B. C." That era had r e a l l y 
begun two years e a r l i e r , when the CSL began to organize i n 
the province. The labour reformism which had dominated B. C. 
l e f t - w i n g p o l i t i c s u n t i l the t u r n of the century s t i l l had a 
large number of sympathizers, as evidenced by the Kamloops 
Convention, and i n the f o l l o w i n g years there were a number of 
attempts to organize a . p r o v i n c i a l labour p a r t y . Such attempts 

Rl 
Western S o c i a l i s t , Nov. 2 9 , 1902. 

8 2 
Independent, May 10, 1902, r e p r i n t e d from the 

C i t i z e n and.Country. 
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were always u n s u c c e s s f u l , however, and only o c c a s i o n a l l y 
would an Independent Labour candidate run f o r government 
o f f i c e . Thus the L e f t of B. C. p o l i t i c s was open f o r 
domination by the s o c i a l i s t s . A f t e r the Kamloops Conven
t i o n , labourism was replaced by s o c i a l i s m , though i t s 
p r e c i s e nature was as yet unclear. For most of the next 
twenty years labour and- reform p o l i t i c s i n B r i t i s h Columbia 
would have few adherents and the r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o l i t i c s of 
the s o c i a l i s t s would dominate the p o l i t i c s of the L e f t . 
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CHAPTER V 

THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

The Kamloops Convention was the l a s t attempt f o r 
some years to uni t e the various reform groups i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia. Although the s o c i a l i s m of Kingsley and Burns 
had been r e j e c t e d at the Convention, the s o c i a l i s t s were 
undaunted and returned to the f a m i l i a r tasks of o r g a n i z i n g 
and education. The T h i r d Annual Convention i n 1902 was 
the scene of prolonged debate between p o s s i b l i s t s and im-
p o s s i b l i s t s . The l a t t e r won out, and i t was they who 
d i c t a t e d the p l a t f o r m of the S o c i a l i s t Party of B r i t i s h 
Columbia (SPBC), which was formed at t h i s time. In the 
f o l l o w i n g two years s t r i k e s by the United Brotherhood of 
Railway Employees (UBRE) and the Vancouver I s l a n d coal 
miners helped to ' r a d i c a l i z e the workers i n v o l v e d and en
abled the s o c i a l i s t s to f u r t h e r cons&lidate t h e i r p o s i t i o n 
i n the province. In the 1903 p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n the 
s o c i a l i s t s f o r the f i r s t time f i e l d e d a large number of 
candidates. Mu!ch encouraged by the e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s and 
the growing i n t e r e s t i n s o c i a l i s m i n the province, the SPBC 
responded to c a l l s from t h e i r comrades east of the Rockies 
and i n 1904 became the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada. 

The main items of business at the T h i r d Annual Con-
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vention i n 1902 were the wording of the p l a t f o r m and con
s t i t u t i o n , and the question of whether or not the B. C. 
S o c i a l i s t Party (BCSP) and the Revolutionary S o c i a l i s t 
Party of Canada (RSPC) would u n i t e . The issue of contention 
concerned what means should be advocated f o r ending the 
wages system—the goal agreed upon by both groups. One 
group argued t h a t , while working towards the r e v o l u t i o n , 
i t was necessary to t r y f o r some immediate r e l i e f from 
c a p i t a l i s m . They therefore c a l l e d for' a p l a t f o r m l i s t i n g 
some of the party's immediate demands. The other group 
took the view that a m e l i o r a t i n g measures would simply post
pone the c o l l a p s e of c a p i t a l i s m and the advent of the 
r e v o l u t i o n , since the workers would not then see the system's 
flaws as soon as they otherwise might. This d i s c u s s i o n would 
inv o l v e the s o c i a l i s t movement f o r many years, w i t h no 
d e c i s i v e answer reached u n t i l long a f t e r the advent of the. 
CCF i n 1933-

E s s e n t i a l l y , the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s put them
selves i n an impossible p o s i t i o n . In Marxian terms, an end 
to the wages system meant a r e v o l u t i o n that would occur when 
the p r o l e t a r i a t became s e l f conscious as a c l a s s and s e i z e d 
the ownership of the means of production. At the same time, 
however, the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s chose to operate as a 
p o l i t i c a l party w i t h i n a democratic system which o r d i n a r i l y 
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e n t a i l s competition between groups to.determine the d i s t r i 
b u t i o n of s o c i a l goods. By choosing, not to enter the 
competition through a g i t a t i o n f o r incremental changes i n 
the system, the " i m p o s s i b l i s t s " i n e f f e c t cut themselves 
out of the day-to-day p o l i t i c a l s t r u g g l e . I f p o l i t i c s i s 
seen as a stru g g l e over the a l l o c a t i o n of goods and a u t h o r i t y , 
then the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s , opting f o r an absolute 
end--i.e. the.demise of the c a p i t a l i s t system—were cut o f f 
from the p o l i t i c a l c o n f l i c t . This i n turn separated them 
from many people who wanted immediate changes i n the system 
to make l i v i n g t o l e r a b l e . With many"groups competing i n 
s o c i e t y , " p o l i t i c s n e c e s s i t a t e s compromise, and t h i s the 
i m p o s s i b l i s t s refused to accept. In Da n i e l B e l l ' s words, 
they were l i v i n g " i n but not of the w o r l d . " 1 

The i m p o s s i b l i s t s r e a l i z e d t h a t , by eschewing 
ev o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m , they were asking workers to s a c r i 
f i c e present comforts f o r the sake of the future r e v o l u t i o n . 
Secure i n the " i n e v i t a b i l i t y of h i s t o r y , " they o f f e r e d the 

Dan i e l B e l l , Marxian S o c i a l i s m i n the United States 
^ P r i n c e t o n , New Jer s e y , P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1967) , 
p. 5 and .passim. This i s B e l l ' s explanatory v a r i a b l e f o r 
lac k of s o c i a l i s m i n the U. S. He does not accept the many 
explanations put forward by such people as S e l i g Perlman, 
Sidney Hook.,. Louis Hartz or S. M. L i p s e t , who have s t r e s s e d 
the d i s t i n c t i v e character of American l i f e , which amounts to 
c o n d i t i o n s , not causes, says B e l l . 
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workers only enlightenment f o r the present. The f u n c t i o n 
0 of the p a r t y , as they saw i t , was to propagandize the wor

kers by p o i n t i n g out how the c a p i t a l i s t system enslaved them 
and how everyone who worked f o r wages belonged to the same 
e x p l o i t e d c l a s s . Thus p o l i t i c a l candidates were run f o r edu
c a t i o n a l purposes (thanks to broad newspaper coverage and the 
d i s t r i b u t i o n of e l e c t i o n platforms) r a t h e r than as serious 
a s p i r a n t s f o r p o l i t i c a l o f f i c e . The i m p o s s i b l i s t s could 
act as j ust men, by d e s c r i b i n g the i n e q u i t i e s of c a p i t a l i s t 
s o c i e t y , but they could not act as p o l i t i c a l men by r e l a t i n g 
to s p e c i f i c problems r e q u i r i n g immediate a t t e n t i o n . The 
immediate task was not to win e l e c t i o n s , but to make s o c i a l -

4 
i s t s . Although b a s i c a l l y a p o l i t i c a l ^ p a r t y i s an a l l i a n c e 

5 
f o r the purpose of a t t a i n i n g p o l i t i c a l power, the r e v o l u -

Interview with Wallace and Stuart Lefeaux, May 2 5 , 
1966 . 

The problems faced by those candidates who d i d get 
e l e c t e d are discussed i n Chapter V I I I . 

4 
This view would be c a r r i e d i n t o the CCF by former 

members of the SPC. Ernest Winch, f o r example, i n a 
l e t t e r to J . G. King i n 1 9 3 5 , wrote, " F i r s t , I disagree 
that 'the primary task at t h i s time i s the e l e c t i n g of 
candidates to the House of Commons'; that i s never our 
primary task which i s the 'making of s o c i a l i s t s ' — s o m e t h i n g 
very, very d i f f e r e n t . " Quoted i n Walter Young, The  
Anatomy of a Party: The N a t i o n a l CCF 1 9 3 2 - 1 9 6 1 , p. 179-

Joseph A. Schumpeter, C a p i t a l i s m , S o c i a l i s m and 
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t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s d i d not judge success or f a i l u r e on the 
bas i s of how close they came to winning e l e c t i o n s . They 
were convinced t h a t , when- enough s o c i a l i s t s e x i s t e d , 
p o l i t i c a l power would belong to the p r o l e t a r i a t . 

But even the immediate demands ( ' p a l l i a t i v e s ' , as 
SLP members d i s p a r a g i n g l y c a l l e d them) of the p o s s i b l i s t s 
d i d not r e l a t e d i r e c t l y to the everyday p o l i t i c a l and 
economic problems faced by the workers of the province. 
The demands that the p o s s i b l i s t s proposed f o r the party's 
p l a t f o r m were intended to be steps toward s o c i a l i s m which 
would.at the same time provide the workers with some r e l i e f 
from t h e i r economic hardships, but they d i d not give room 
to party workers to speak out on such immediate issues as 
the Boer War, A s i a t i c immigration, t a r i f f ' s , ' and the l i k e . 
Though the party executive and various members d i d i n f a c t 
take stands on some of these i s s u e s , such stands were not 
based on the party p l a t f o r m ; they were s i m i l a r to r a d i c a l 
t h i n k i n g elsewhere and d i d not always derive from an 
economic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of s o c i e t y . 

The debate among the B. C. s o c i a l i s t s had begun i n 

Democracy, 3 r d e d i t i o n (N. Y. Harper and Row (3-942J 1 9 6 2 ) . 
"A party i s a group whose members propose to act i n 
concert i n the competitive s t r u g g l e f o r p o l i t i c a l power." 
p. 2 8 3 . 
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earnest e a r l y i n 1902. when the proposed p l a t f o r m and con
s t i t u t i o n of the BCSP had been published by the party's 
executive. I t continued during the s p r i n g and summer— 
p u b l i c meetings, i n the pages of the Western S o c i a l i s t and 
even i n the S e a t t l e S o c i a l i s t , whose readers were among the 
i m p o s s i b l i s t f a c t i o n i n the S o c i a l i s t Party of America. 
The e d i t o r of the S e a t t l e S o c i a l i s t had attacked the proposed 
p l a t f o r m and c o n s t i t u t i o n of the BCSP d e c l a r i n g that i t d i d 
not have the mark of s o c i a l i s m on i t . In r e p l y , Ernest Burns 
enunciated a p o s i t i o n which would ev e n t u a l l y cause him to 
leave the SPC: 

My s o c i a l i s m i s of a more e l a s t i c q u a l i t y than 
that of some ultra- o r t h o d o x comrades, who have 
reduced S o c i a l i s m from a philosophy to a creed, 
and regard the s l i g h t e s t questions of t h e i r 
tenets and dogmas as heresy of the most out
rageous type. We have now entered upon an era 
when the.pprinciples of s o c i a l i s m w i l l have to 
be a p p l i e d to our d a i l y l i f e . This work i s 
r i g h t before us and w i l l not commence—as.so 
many of the comrades i m a g i n e — a f t e r some indus
t r i a l catastrophe has occurred i n which the 
economic f a b r i c of c a p i t a l i s m w i l l f a l l to p i e c e s , 
l e a v i n g the ground free and c l e a r f o r S o c i a l i s m ; 
on the c o n t r a r y , we have to grow i n t o S o c i a l i s m 
from present conditions j u s t as feudalism grew 
i n t o commercialism, c l e a r i n g away the rubbish of 
obsolete c a p i t a l i s m on the one hand and l a y i n g 
the foundation f o r -the temple of i n d u s t r i a l 
democracy wherever we can f i n d chance to work. 
This concurrent process of development and decay 
takes place i n a l l organic l i f e , not excepting 
the i n s t i t u t i o n s of s o c i e t y itself.° 

bThe S o c i a l i s t , Jan. 1 2 , 1 9 0 2 . Also r e p r i n t e d i n 
the Independent, Feb. 1 , 1 9 0 2 . 
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At the convention, h e l d i n Vancouver on October 
3 , 1 9 0 2 , delegates from the RSPC and the BCSP put together 
a p l a t f o r m and c o n s t i t u t i o n which were to be voted on by 
referendum of the membership of both groups. They agreed 
t h a t , i f the referendum favoured amalgamation, the new 
party's name would be The S o c i a l i s t Party of B r i t i s h 
Columbia (SPBC). 

The platform's preamble confirmed the nature of 
the c l a s s s t r u g g l e i n economic terms, s t a t i n g t h a t , "The 
i r r e p r e s s i b l e c o n f l i c t of i n t e r e s t s between the c a p i t a l i s t 
and the worker i s r a p i d l y culminating i n a s t r u g g l e f o r 
possession of the powers of government, the c a p i t a l i s t t o 
h o l d ; the worker to secure i t by p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . This 
i s the c l a s s s t r u g g l e . " The f i v e p o i n t s of the p l a t f o r m 
e s t a b l i s h e d beyond doubt that"the s o c i a l i s m of the SPBC 
was not the s o c i a l i s m of the groups p r e v i o u s l y organized 
under the banner of the C a n a d i a n . S o c i a l i s t League, nor 
that of the P r o v i n c i a l Progressive P a r t y ; i t was the 

7 
s o c i a l i s m of the RSPC. The party opted f o r p u b l i c owner
ship of the means of wealth p r o d u c t i o n , democratic 

'The e n t i r e p l a t f o r m and preamble are i n the 
Western S o c i a l i s t , Oct. 1 8 , 1902 and reproduced i n appendix 
Ij~ The s i m i l a r i t y between t h i s p l a t f o r m and that of the 
RSPC i n appendix 11 i s obvious. 
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management. of i n d u s t r y by the employees and production f o r 
use r a t h e r than production f o r p r o f i t . I t also vowed that 
e l e c t e d s o c i a l i s t s would support l e g i s l a t i o n designed to 
advance the cause of the working c l a s s and a i d the c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e , and oppose that which d i d not. 

The p l a t f o r m l e f t no doubt concerning the immediate 
future course of s o c i a l i s m i n B. C. Noticeably absent was 
any reference to immediate demands which had formed a large 
part of the suggested p l a t f o r m submitted by the executive 
committee of the BCSP i n the e a r l y s p r i n g . The r e s u l t of 
the referendum vote was overwhelmingly i n favour of the 
d i r e c t i o n the convention had taken: i n the SPBC f i f t y - t h r e e 
voted f o r and eleven against the p l a t f o r m , f i f t y f o r and 
fourteen against the c o n s t i t u t i o n . In the RSPC eight-two 
voted f o r and two against the p l a t f o r m , eight-two f o r and 
two against the c o n s t i t u t i o n . C l e a r l y the i m p o s s i b l i s t s 
had won the day. What accounts f o r the apparent hegemony 
of t h i s group? 

One answer i s provided by Loosmore, who says, 
The m a i n ' b e n e f i c i a r i e s " o f ' t h e Kamloops Convention 
seenu to have been the r a d i c a l Marxian s o c i a l i s t s . 
The i n i t i a l growth of the S o c i a l i s t Party had 
brought i n a number of members who were l i t t l e 
more than "sentimental" s o c i a l i s t s , more i n t e r e s t e d 
in . immediate reforms than i n s o c i a l r e v o l u t i o n . 
These people were drawn toward the PPP i n 1 9 0 2 , 
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g 
and l o s t i n t e r e s t i n the S o c i a l i s t Party. 

Loosmore then goes on to. surmise .that, w i t h the ranks of 
the S o c i a l i s t Party thus depleted, i t was easy f o r people 
l i k e Kings'ley to commit the amalgamated o r g a n i z a t i o n to 
the o b j e c t i v e of a t t a i n i n g s o c i a l i s m through education 
and a g i t a t i o n . 

Loosmore's explanation i s tempting, since i t i s 
axiomatic that the appearance of a new group on the scene 
i s accompanied by some i n i t i a l d e p l e t i o n of the ranks of 
e x i s t i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s . In t h i s case, however, the evidence 
does not support such an explan a t i o n . I t i s true t h a t , as 
was seen i n Chapter I I , the s o c i a l i s t s i n B. C. had many 
d i f f e r e n t o r i e n t a t i o n s , and had drawn t h e i r panaceas f o r 
s o c i e t y ' s i l l s from many sources, but i t i s not corr e c t to 
say that the predominant f e e l i n g was i n favour of immediate 

9 
reforms r a t h e r than r e v o l u t i o n a r y change. Furthermore, 
the PPP never became an o r g a n i z a t i o n to which people could 
give t h e i r a l l e g i a n c e and su p p o r t . 1 ^ I t i s also true that 

g 
Loosmore, p. 164. 

Q 

See Chapter I I , passim. 

"^Chris Foley d i d t r y to e s t a b l i s h a l o c a l i n Vancouver, 
but i t d i d not l a s t more than two meetings, and i n one or 
two l o c a t i o n s i n the I n t e r i o r feeble attempts to e s t a b l i s h 
l o c a l s were also made. 
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Kingsley was very i n f l u e n t i a l . A most persuasive speaker, 
he had become the foremost advocate of the RSPC cause 
a f t e r h i s a r r i v a l on Vancouver I s l a n d i n the s p r i n g of 
1 9 0 2 , and he was f o r a number of years the fountainhead 
from which emanated many of the p o s i t i o n s of the SPBC and 
the SPC. He would c e r t a i n l y have been able to i n f l u e n c e 
the delegates at the convention, but the vote was taken by 
referendum and thus many of the party members, e s p e c i a l l y 
those i n the Kootenay mining areas, would never have heard 
him. Kingsley was indeed i n f l u e n t i a l , but i n view of the 
great debate which had been going on f o r some time, i t i s 
too simple to say that he was the prime f a c t o r . There had 
"to be other elements which would encourage the members to 
take t h i s sharp t u r n to the l e f t . 

Sentimental s o c i a l i s t s can change too. J . M. 
Cameron, s u r e l y one of the l e a d i n g l i g h t s among the 
"sentimental" s o c i a l i s t s , s a i d on the eve of the convention, 
"The aim of the s o c i a l i s t s i s to emancipate the great 
army of workers from wage s l a v e r y by g e t t i n g c o n t r o l of the 
means of pr o d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n and exchange, and making 
them c o l l e c t i v e property." He went on to e x p l a i n why he 
favoured the one-plank p l a t f o r m — i . e . the c o l l e c t i v e owner
ship of the means of pro d u c t i o n , d i s t r i b u t i o n and exchange— 
and concluded that "Any who cannot agree on t h i s plank are 



160 

not s o c i a l i s t s . " G. Weston Wrigley, another whose 
background was steeped i n C h r i s t i a n and. "sentimental" 
s o c i a l i s m , , became a partner w i t h P e t t i p i e c e i n the Western  
S o c i a l i s t , wrote i n i t , and was also business manager. 
Reading the newspaper from t h i s p e r i o d leaves no doubt as 
to i t s favouring the one-plank p l a t f o r m . 

The e a r l y reform and s o c i a l i s t groups i n B. C. d i d 
get many of t h e i r ideas from Edward Bellamy, Robert 
B l a t c h f o r d , Henry George and T h o r s t e i n Veblen, a l l of whom 
suggested change through c o r r e c t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n , but i t 
must be riem"emb.ere:d that they a l s o i n c l u d e d some c l a s s 
a n a l y s i s i n t h e i r t h i n k i n g . I t was t h i s l a t t e r element 
which was r e i n f o r c e d i n the mining areas of B. C., while 
the former was seen as only a p a r t i a l c o r r e c t i v e to an 
unjust system. 

Loosmore may be cor r e c t i n saying that some members 
l e f t the s o c i a l i s t o r b i t w i t h the advent of the PPP, but 
there were al s o converts from the PPP to the s o c i a l i s t 
movement. H. Buckle, f o r example, e d i t o r i©'f the Nanaimo  
C l a r i o n and executive o f f i c e r of the PPP, j o i n e d the RSP 
i n October, 1902. 

Western S o c i a l i s t , Sept. 27, 1902. 
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In t r y i n g to understand why the members of the 
Revolutionary S o c i a l i s t Party voted so overwhelmingly i n 
favour of the one-plank p l a t f o r m , i t must be borne i n mind 
that the party was centered i n the Nanaimo and Ladysmith 
coal mining areas, where a lar g e number of miners were 
B r i t i s h and thus already imbued with the Marxian tenet of 
c l a s s antagonism. Moreover, they worked i n a s i t u a t i o n which 
l e n t i t s e l f to a Marxian a n a l y s i s . 

A f t e r the r e s u l t s of the referendum were announced, 
the s o c i a l i s t s devoted the remainder of 1902 c o n s o l i d a t i n g 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n and preparing f o r a province-wide o r g a n i z a t i o n 
campaign the f o l l o w i n g year. Before the year was out, 
f u r t h e r events served to boost t h e i r confidence. James H. 
Hawthornthwaite q u i t the Nanaimo Labour Party and j o i n e d the 
SPBC, which gave the party a s i t t i n g member i n the B. C. 
L e g i s l a t u r e , as Hawthornthwaite had been e l e c t e d by a c c l a 
mation i n February, 1 9 0 1 , to the Nanaimo seat l e f t vacant 
when Ralph Smith resigned to run f o r a f e d e r a l seat i n the 
e l e c t i o n of November 7, 1 9 0 0 . Hawthornthwaite had been Smith's 
" l e f t hand" man during h i s e l e c t i o n campaigns of 1900 and had 
been instrumental i n d e l i v e r i n g the r a d i c a l miners' vote f o r 
S m i t h . 1 2 

Considering Hawthornthwaite's background, t h i s was 
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Another event which b o l s t e r e d the s o c i a l i s t s was 
the s i g n i f i c a n t showing made by Parker W i l l i a m s . a g a i n s t 
W.W.B. Mclnnes i n the North Nanaimo b y - e l e c t i o n on December 
15 , 1 9 0 2 . The b y - e l e c t i o n was n e c e s s i t a t e d when James 
Dunsmuir resigned h i s seat and the premiership and turned 
over the r e i n s of government to Edward Gawlor P r i o r , who 
became Premier on November 2 1 , 1 9 0 2 . P r i o r had i n v i t e d 
Mclnnes to j o i n the cabinet and, under the r u l e s at that 
time, i t was necessary f o r Mclnnes to r e s i g n h i s seat and 
run f o r r e - e l e c t i o n . In a s u r p r i s i n g two-way race, Williams 
p o l l e d 155 votes--nearly f o r t y per cent--and Mclnnes p o l l e d 
263 votes. There.is some t r u t h i n the statement•that Parker 
W i l l i a m s ' good showing, 

a l l i e d w ith the f a c t that J . H. Hawthornthwaite 
had already espoused the s o c i a l i s t cause, thus 
i n a large measure removing the popular idea of 

a s u r p r i s i n g r o l e f o r him to p l a y . He was born i n I r e l a n d 
and came to Canada i n 1 8 8 5 . He went to work as a secretary 
f o r the United States Consulate i n V i c t o r i a , l a t e r being 
promoted to the p o s i t i o n of U. S. Consular Agent i n Nanaimo. 
He l e f t t h i s p o s i t i o n to go i n t o the r e a l e s t ate business 
and subsequently moved to San F r a n c i s c o i n an unsuccessful 
attempt to promote some ideas he had f o r new mining machinery. 
Returning to Nanaimo he took a job as night watchman f o r the 
Vancouver Coal Company and then became a c l e r k i n the 
Company's land department—the job from which he was r e l e a s e d 
at about.the same time he was having h i s disagreement with 
the Nanaimo Labour Party and Ralph Smith. I t was suggested 
at the time that i t was Smith's i n f l u e n c e w i t h the Vancouver 
Coal Company that cost Hawthornthwaite h i s job. For the 
story of Ralph Smith and the Nanaimo Liberal-Labour P a r t y , 
see Loosmore, passim. 
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i t s abstract, nature, and making i t a matter 
of p r a c t i c a l p o l i t i c s , served as a warning to 
the. corporations to henceforth r e f r a i n from 
t r u s t i n g the p o l i t i c a l l i v e s of t h e i r most 
u s e f u l l i e u t e n a n t s to the mining s e c t i o n s of 
Vancouver Island. 1 3 

These'"""areas would be represented f o r many years by s o c i a l 
i s t s . W i lliams was e l e c t e d to the B. C. L e g i s l a t u r e f o r 
Newcastle i n 1903 and was r e - e l e c t e d In 1907, 1912 and 
1916. The year 1903 provided the r a d i c a l s with many. 

13 
C l a r i o n , January 12, 1907, p. 1. There i s no doubt 

the other p a r t i e s were becoming concerned with the growing 
stren g t h of the s o c i a l i s t s among the miners. The V i c t o r i a  
C o l o n i s t , A p r i l 27, 1903, c a r r i e d a report of a " s e c r e t " 
meeting,in Nanaimo between the Conservatives, L i b e r a l s and 
L a b o u r i t e s , the purpose of which was to o b t a i n agreement 
between the three groups to back a common candidate i n the 
forthcoming e l e c t i o n and thus prevent a v i c t o r y by the 
s o c i a l i s t s . The Conservatives would not agree to the 
p r o p o s a l , thus ensuring' a three-way f i g h t . 

14 
Parker Williams was born i n Wales i n 1873 and 

worked i n the coa l mines there p r i o r to emigrating to 
Canada. Before coming.to work i n the mines on Vancouver 
I s l a n d , he worked i n the lumber camps of O n t a r i o , the r a i l 
way camps of Ontario and A l b e r t a , and a l s o i n the coal 
mining camps of A l b e r t a and Washington S t a t e . W i l l i a m s ' 
background was t y p i c a l of the many men who came to B. C. 
to work i n the mines and lumber camps and ended up devoting 
a l l t h e i r f r e e hours to the f i g h t f o r decent working con
d i t i o n s and a f a i r share of the "good l i f e " promised by 
the immigration people and successive p r o v i n c i a l govern
ments . While L a u r i e r boasted that the Twentieth Century 
would belong to Canada, these men were t r y i n g to ensure 
that a f a i r share of the worker's d a i l y production i n t h i s 
century would accrue to them. 
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o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r education, a g i t a t i o n . a n d growth. There 
was a widening r i f t between organized.labour i n B. C. and 
the Trades and Labour Congress of Canada (TLCC). D r i v i n g 
the wedge i n t o t h i s d i v i s i o n were the constant pressure of 
the r a d i c a l s f o r Congress support of independent p o l i t i c a l 

15 
a c t i o n and, i n the mining areas p a r t i c u l a r l y , a growing 
sympathy f o r the i n d u s t r i a l unionism of the ALU. The TLCC 
i n i t s support of c r a f t .unionism was regarded as conserva
t i v e and under the c o n t r o l of the AFL. In the i n t e r i o r 
mining country, the WFM was a f f i l i a t e d w ith the ALU, which 
i t had been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n s t a r t i n g , while on the coast 
the Vancouver Trades and Labour Council (VTLC) d i s a f f i l i a t e d 
from the TLCC i n February, 1 9 0 3 , by not paying i t s per 
c a p i t a dues. At t h i s time the VTLC even went so f a r as to 
support the o r g a n i z i n g of new unions on an i n d u s t r i a l b a s i s . 
In December, 1 9 0 2 , the Miner's and Mine Labourer's P r o t e c t i v e 
A s s o c i a t i o n i n Nanaimo had broken w i t h the Congress and 
a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the WFM as L o c a l 1 7 7 - 1 6 

"'""'Many workers b e l i e v e d the Congress was beholden to 
the o l d l i n e p a r t i e s , and t h e r e f o r e would not represent 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t s . Parker Williams c a l l e d the TLCC a "part 
of the. L i b e r a l Machine." Loosmore, p. 171 . 

"^For d e t a i l s of t h i s break and the involvement of 
Ralph Smith, see P h i l l i p s , p. 3 8 , and Loosmore, p. 172. 
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In the Vancouver I s l a n d coal f i e l d s of the Dunsmuir 
empire, r e l a t i o n s between management and labour reached 
c r i s i s proportions i n 1 9 0 3 . In South W e l l i n g t o n , because 
of t h e i r attempts-to u n i t e the l o c a l unions, the miners 
were locked out i n December, 1 9 0 2 , f o r more than s i x months; 
and i n Ladysmith, a f t e r four of the leaders were f i r e d , the 
miners were locked out when they organized as L o c a l l 8 l of 
the WFM.17 

Trouble had also been brewing i n the railway t r a d e s . 
The United Brotherhood of Railway Employees (UBRE), an 
American union organized along i n d u s t r i a l l i n e s and a f f i l i 
ated with the ALU ,'"had""b'een o r g a n i z i n g m a c h i n i s t s , c l e r k s , 
f r e i g h t handlers and others. When the union a p p l i e d f o r 
r e c o g n i t i o n , the CPR responded by terminating the le a d e r s ' 

18 
employment as soon as they were discovered, u n t i l 

] 7 
'See P h i l l i p s , Chapter I I I , f o r a d e t a i l e d account 

of the a c t i v i t i e s l e a d i n g up to t h i s t urbulent p e r i o d . 
18 

This was not the only response from the CPR. As 
was the p r a c t i c e , they brought i n hundreds of scabs and 
laced the UBRE w i t h t h e i r own secret agents. The espionage 
r i n g w i t h i n the union was so.extensive that i t inc l u d e d not 
only some o f f i c i a l s o'fL the locals-, but also Harold V. Poore 
the Organiser General f o r Canada and President George 
Este's t r u s t e d l i e u t e n a n t . Report of the Royal Commission  
on I n d u s t r i a l Disputes i n the Province of B r i t i s h Columbia, 
(Ottawa: King's P r i n t e r , 1 9 0 4 ) , pp. 9 - 1 1 . 
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e v e n t u a l l y a s t r i k e was c a l l e d f o r February 2 7 , 1903-

P o l i t i c a l l y t h i s developed i n t o the most s i g n i f i c a n t 
s t r i k e of the year: the sympathy s t r i k e s which were 
c a l l e d demonstrated the development of a c l a s s conscious
ness w i t h i n at l e a s t p a r t of the work force i n B. C. 
E v e n t u a l l y the s t r i k e i n v o l v e d teamsters, coal miners and 
seamen, and evoked sympathetic support from the b u i l d i n g 
trades unions as w e l l . 

Much of the support f o r the s t r i k e emanated from 
the outrage produced by the k i l l i n g of Frank Rogers, one 

19 
of the leaders of the 1901 Fishermen's S t r i k e and a 
member of the SPBC. On A p r i l 1 3 , 1 9 0 3 , Rogers became the 
f i r s t s o c i a l i s t martyr i n B. C. when he was shot while 
p i c k e t i n g on the t r a c k s of the CPR. According to the 
C l a r i o n , a v o l l e y of nine of ten shots was f i r e d "by a 
gang of thugs employed by the Canadian P a c i f i c Railway 

20 

Company." Though e v e n t u a l l y a man was t r i e d f o r the 
murder, he was. a c q u i t t e d , and to t h i s day i n l e f t - w i n g 
c i r c l e s the t r i a l i s c i t e d as a t r a v e s t y of j u s t i c e . The 
i n c i d e n t appeared to lend substance to s o c i a l i s t claims 

1 9 S e e Chapter IV, p. 112. 

2 0 C l a r i o n , May 1 2 , 1903-
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that a clas s war raged under c a p i t a l i s t oppression. Re
v u l s i o n swept through the unions and served to uni t e member 
unions of the Vancouver Trades and Labour C o u n c i l , and to 
r a d i c a l i z e other p r e v i o u s l y uncommitted workers. 

Though the unions s t r i k i n g f o r r e c o g n i t i o n i n 1903 

l o s t t h e i r b a t t l e , the p o t e n t i a l l y e x p l o s i v e s i t u a t i o n 
served as a c a t a l y s t f o r s o c i a l i s t o r g a n i z a t i o n . The s t r i k e s 
and labour disputes of 1 9 0 3 , f o l l o w i n g so c l o s e l y on the 
fishermen's s t r i k e , created a s i t u a t i o n i n which i t was pos
s i b l e to apply a Marxian a n a l y s i s to the B. C. case, using 
the c o n f l i c t s as examples of the cl a s s s t r u g g l e inherent i n 
the c a p i t a l i s t order. These events strengthened the hand 
of the s o c i a l i s t s and, w i t h i n the p a r t y , the hand of the 
i m p o s s i b l i s t s . 

When the SPBC held i t s t h i r d annual, convention i n 
September, 1 9 0 3 , the secr e t a r y was able to repo r t new l o c a l s 
i n Cumberland, Grand Forks, New Westminster, Boundary F a l l s , 

21 

E h o l t , Denoro, F e r n i e , M i c h e l , Mother Lode and Camborne. 
During the year, the executive committee had attempted to 
keep f u l l - t i m e organizers i n the f i e l d , but l a c k of funds 
had prevented i t . I t was reported at the convention, how
ever, t h a t . d u r i n g the previous four months i t had been 

C l a r i o n , September 1 1 , 1903-
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p o s s i b l e to have organizers i n the f o l l o w i n g l o c a t i o n s : 
Courtenay and Cumberland i n May, K i n g s l e y ; Boundary D i s t r i c t 
i n June, Wilson; Greenwood i n J u l y , Embree; Revelstoke and 
Camborne the same month, Ogle; Fernie the same month 
Hawthornthwaite; Kootenay and Fernie i n August, K i n g s l e y ; 
Haney the same month, P e t t i p i e c e and Burns (short v i s i t s ) ; 
Vanada the same month, a v i s i t from Hawthornthwaite. 

In accordance with t h e i r goal of making converts 
through education and a g i t a t i o n , the convention appointed 
Kingsley as the f u l l - t i m e o r g a n izer. In t h e i r determination 
to keep the propaganda meetings going by c u t t i n g costs to 
the p r o v i n c i a l body, the P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee 
(PEC) l a t e r passed a r e s o l u t i o n s t a t i n g that a speaker, or 
or g a n i z e r , would not be provided unless the sponsoring group 
contracted to pay f o r the cost of the h a l l and a d v e r t i s i n g 
and to take up a c o l l e c t i o n , the proceeds of which were to 
be turned over to the PEC and used to pay the s a l a r y and 

22 
t r a v e l l i n g expenses of the organizer. 

The convention also discussed the a d v i s a b i l i t y of 
going on to organize a n a t i o n a l p a r t y , but decided that the 

C l a r i o n , Oct. 22, 1903- Apparently coffee p a r t i e s 
f o r candidates are not a modern phenomenon. This same 
a r t i c l e reported that the P e t t i p i e c e s were experimenting 
w i t h coffee p a r t i e s as a means of promulgating s o c i a l i s m , 
i n v i t i n g "30-40 neighbours to spend the evening at t h e i r 
residence f o r d i s c u s s i o n , s i n g i n g , coffee and cake." 
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time was not yet p r o p i t i o u s and that t h i s should be l e f t 
i n abeyance u n t i l they could send Kingsley.on a tour of 
the eastern provinces to."educate"' the i n h a b i t a n t s to r e a l 
s o c i a l i s m . Reaffirmed was the i n t e n t i o n "to stand f i r m l y 
on the issue of the a b o l i t i o n of the present system of wage 
sla v e r y as the ba s i s f o r a l l p o l i t i c a l propaganda." Further 
r e s o l u t i o n s elaborated the party's p o s i t i o n i n other areas. 
There were to be no a l t e r a t i o n s i n the party p l a t f o r m : they 
were opposed to manifestos by party, candidates, but each was 
to be l e f t f ree to use h i s own judgement i n addressing the 
e l e c t o r a t e . No member of the party was to nominate a party 
candidate or stand f o r nomination himself unless he was 
e i t h e r a member i n good standing f o r s i x months or a charter 
member of the l o c a l . Proxy votes were p r o h i b i t e d i n party 
meetings. In an attempt to widen the base of p a r t i c i p a t i o n , 
the convention agreed that no one should hold p r o v i n c i a l 
o f f i c e while h o l d i n g a s i m i l a r o f f i c e i n any branch of the 

+. 2 3 part y . 
Although the p o s s i b l i s t s continued the debate a f t e r 

the convention, the i m p o s s i b l i s t s merely became more 

In the f o l l o w i n g chapter there w i l l be a complete 
d i s c u s s i o n of how the party was organized. 
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24 d o c t r i n a i r e . I t was during t h i s p e r i o d that the l a t t e r 
f i r s t advocated e x c l u s i v i t y i n party membership, r e q u i r i n g 
examinations i n Marxism as a p r e r e q u i s i t e to membership. 
This p r a c t i c e a c t u a l l y h eld during the l i f e of the party 
and was of t e n j u s t i f i e d on the basis of the party's s p e c i a l 
circumstances i n B r i t i s h Columbia. Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e , 
w r i t i n g about the importance of d o c t r i n a l p u r i t y s a i d , " f a t e 
has decreed t h i s p o s i t i o n i n the world's h i s t o r y to us, and 
we should prove to the workers of the world that we can r i s e 
to the occasion; l e t us stand f i r m ; keep our o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i r o n - c l a d , aye, 'narrow' and see that we shy c l e a r of the 
rocks of danger which have wrecked so may well-meaning move-

'2-5 
ments'.""' Such p u r i t y was s c o f f e d at by members l i k e Ernest 
Burns, who s a i d , "Every S o c i a l i s t Party i n the world w i t h 
the exception of the S o c i a l i s t Labour Party of the U. S. 
and our own has some statement i n the program or p l a t f o r m 
i n regard to measures f o r immediate improvement of s o c i a l 

2 6 
or i n d u s t r i a l c o n d i t i o n s . " 

For the continuing dialogue, see. Western S o c i a l i s t , 
Jan. 24, 1 9 0 3 , Jan. 3 1 , 1 9 0 3 , Feb. 7 , 1 9 0 3 , and the 
Western C l a r i o n , May 2 8 , 1 9 0 3 , June 4, 1 9 0 3 , J u l y 3 , 1903-

2 5 C l a r i o n , October 1 5 , 1903-

C l a r i o n , June 2 5 , 1905-
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Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , the i m p o s s i b l i s t s ' p o s i t i o n 
a l i e n a t e d many p o t e n t i a l supporters outside the movement. 

27 
Chris Foley. described the i m p o s s i b l i s t view as "a modern 
ma n i f e s t a t i o n of the same s p i r i t that i n bygone days 
t h r o t t l e d freedom of speech and set the f i r e s of persecu-

2 8 

t i o n i n every c i v i l i z e d country of Europe." The sine qua  
non of the e v o l u t i o n i s t p o s i t i o n was f r i e n d s h i p w i t h the 
unions, since they r e a l i s t i c a l l y b e l i e v e d that the ma j o r i t y 
of t h e i r support would come from the working c l a s s e s . A l 
t e r n a t i v e l y the labour unions were exooriated m e r c i l e s s l y 
by the r e v o l u t i o n a r y wing. The Revelstoke L o c a l No. 7 of 
the SPBC had passed a r e s o l u t i o n condemning the C l a r i o n and 
Kingsley f o r t h e i r a t t i t u d e to the unions and threatened to 
discontinue support of the .Clarion unless the a t t i t u d e 
changed, K i n g s l e y , i n r e p l y , s a i d : 

The stock i n trade of the present working c l a s s 
movement i s ' C a p i t a l and Labour are brot h e r s , ' 
' C a p i t a l has r i g h t s as w e l l as Labour,' ' A l l we 
demand i s j u s t i c e , ' 'The Right to Organize,' 
' C o l l e c t i v e Bargaining,' 'Demand the Union L a b e l , ' 
et c . The stage p a r a p h e r n a l i a c o n s i s t s of the 
s t r i k e accompanied with the p r i v i l e g e of g e t t i n g 
l i c k e d , the boycott under which the commodity 
labour power can s t r u t the stage and bawl out 
other offending corr.rr.odj t i e s .... 

Foley was popular with the Kootenay miners u n t i l 
1 9 0 2 , when h i s advocacy f o r gradual change and the L i b e r a l 
Party l o s t him much support. 

? Pi 

The Independent, Oct. 1 0 , 1903-
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The S o c i a l i s t Party cannot depend on the 
support of members of trade unions unless they 
are to go back on union p r i n c i p l e . The p r i n c i p l e s 
of unionism and s o c i a l i s m are a n t a g o n i s t i c . To 
support one i s to deny the other, no man can serve 
two masters .... 

I f the S o c i a l i s t Party of the United States 
or any other country commits f o l l y through 
ignorance, that i s no reason why the party i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia should do l i k e w i s e . . . . 2 9 
Kingsley was r a p i d l y becoming the targ e t of the 

d i s s i d e n t s ' a t t a c k s . In part t h i s was due to h i s v i s i b i l i t y 
as o r g a n i z e r and as the author of many a r t i c l e s i n the 
C l a r i o n . More important, however, was h i s antagonism to the 
c r a f t unions. He was a d o c t r i n a i r e M a r x i s t , who learned 
h i s e a r l y lessons w e l l from DeLeon of the S o c i a l i s t Labour 
Party. Kingsley's persuasive and l o g i c a l arguments played 
a major r o l e i n the con t i n u i n g advocacy of r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
s o c i a l i s m by the SPBC and l a t e r the SPC. At t h i s p o i n t i n 
the development of s o c i a l i s m i n B. C., he was to some extent 
the i n t e l l e c t u a l fountain-head and had the ma j o r i t y of the 
membership with him. At a l a t e r stage, when he was e d i t o r 
and p u b l i s h e r of the Western C l a r i o n , he was able to main
t a i n h i s p o s i t i o n through the use of the paper, which was 
the sole contact w i t h the membership across the country. 
Opposing points of view were p r i n t e d , but the dialogue was 

C l a r i o n , Dec. 2 6 , 1903. 
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c o n t r o l l e d through, the paper and a sympathetic Dominion 
Executive Committee who, as w i l l be seen, were always 
members of the B. C. branch of the par t y . A c t u a l l y , 
Kingsley's a n a l y s i s i t s e l f was opposed by very few w i t h i n 
the p a r t y , but i t was f e l t that h i s approach to union 
members would serve only to a l i e n a t e them from the s o c i a l 
i s t s . An organizer who had more sympathy w i t h the b e n e f i t s 
of unionism should make the i n i t i a l f o r a y s , they argued, 

30 
while "Kingsley was the man to teach the advanced c l a s s . " 

K ingsley's view won out, however, .and the v i t r i o l 
of the s o c i a l i s t s continued to pour onto the unions a f f i l i 
ated w i t h the TLCC and the i n t e r n a t i o n a l unions of the 
AFL. Strong support f o r the SPBC came from a f f i l i a t e d 
members of the ALU such as the WFM and the UBRE, as w e l l as 
from the Fishermen's Union of B. C., a l l of whom were l e d 
by s o c i a l i s t s . These were the unions i n v o l v e d i n the 
s t r i k e s of 1901, 1902, and 1903- In e x p l a i n i n g t h e i r own 
support f o r these p a r t i c u l a r i n d u s t r i a l unions, the 

3°Clarion, J u l y 10, 1903. A p r i l 26 l e t t e r from 
t h e . V i c t o r i a Executive Committee. 

31 
• The st r u g g l e w i t h i n the TLCC between the s o c i a l 

i s t s (the m a j o r i t y of whom were from B. C.) and the l e s s 
r a d i c a l labour leaders has been documented i n : Paul 
P h i l l i p s . , No Power Greater; M a r t i n Robin, R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s  
and Canadian Labour; and Gad Horowitz, Canadian Labour  
i n . P o l i t i c s , passim. 
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S o c i a l i s t Party s a i d 
The UBRE....not only possess a l l the good 
features of the o l d trades union, but i t stands 
f o r i n d u s t r i a l freedom as i t s u l t i m a t e aim, i s 
now a f f i l i a t i n g w ith the American Labour Union, 
an o r g a n i z a t i o n which has declared f o r the 
overthrow of the c a p i t a l i s t system, the a b o l i s h 
ment of wage s l a v e r y , and demands f o r every 
worker the f u l l product of h i s t o i l — i n a word, 
so c i a l i s m . 3 2 

For the f i r s t few months of 1903 the S o c i a l i s t 
Party continued to p u b l i s h the Western S o c i a l i s t s as the 
party's o f f i c i a l organ. Since a party organ was always 
of paramount importance to the s o c i a l i s t s , i t s genesis 
i s of some i n t e r e s t : G. W. Wrigley and h i s f a t h e r had 
begun p u b l i s h i n g the C i t i z e n and Country i n Ontario i n 
Ontario i n 1898. The purpose of the paper was to spread 
in f o r m a t i o n about the various reform movements and ideas 

33 
that were abounding at the time. When, under the 
leadership of the younger Wrigley, the Canadian S o c i a l i s t 
Leagues were formed, C i t i z e n and Country readership spread 
across Canada along with the Leagues. 

Meanwhile, i n B. C , Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e ' s Lardeau  
Eagle, which he had been p u b l i s h i n g i n Ferguson since 

3 2Western S o c i a l i s t , Dec. 2 0 , 1 9 0 2 , p. 1. 

3 3See Chapter I I , p. 7 2 . 
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February, 1900,. became the o f f i c i a l organ of the BCSP. 
Although P e t t i p i e c e had only been introduced to s o c i a l i s m 
e a r l y i n 1 9 0 0 , he q u i c k l y became a convert ( l i v i n g i n the 
mining area was doubtless an i n f l u e n c e . ) In March, 19 0 2 , 

he s o l d the Eagle and moved to Vancouver, commencing 
ne g o t i a t i o n s w i t h Wrigley to buy a share i n the C i t i z e n and 
Country. He was s u c c e s s f u l and the C i t i z e n and Country, 
along with Wrigley, moved to Vancouver i n June. The paper's 
name was changed to Canadian S o c i a l i s t and the f i r s t e d i t i o n 
appeared on J u l y 5 , 1 9 0 2 , t a k i n g the place of the»Lardeau 
Eagle as the o f f i c i a l organ of the BCSP. In September, 
s u f f e r i n g from f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s , Wrigley s o l d h i s share 
of the S o c i a l Progress Company (the paper's p u b l i s h e r , which 
i n c l u d e d a p r i n t i n g p l a n t ) to P e t t i p i e c e and moved to 
V i c t o r i a to become an organizer f o r the American Labour 
Union. P e t t i p i e c e changed the name of the paper to the 
Western S o c i a l i s t . In the sp r i n g of 1903 the Nanaimo C l a r i o n , 
a labour paper which had been taken over by the RSPC, was now 
(during the s t r i k e of the railway workers) merged with the 
UBRE s t r i k e B u l l e t i n and the Western S o c i a l i s t . The f i r s t 
i s sue of the new paper, named the Western C l a r i o n , appeared 
on May 7 , 1 9 0 3 . I n i t i a l l y the paper was a t r i - w e e k l y w i t h 

34 
a c i r c u l a t i o n of s i x thousand, but as the UBRE and c o a l 

C l a r i o n , May 7 , 1 9 0 3 . p. 1. 
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s t r i k e s petered out,, so d i d the paper's c i r c u l a t i o n . In 
J u l y the C l a r i o n became a weekly, and by October c i r c u -

35 
l a t i o n was down to twenty-five hundred. There were 

3 f\ 

other set-backs during t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d , but the paper 
recovered and remained, w i t h some f l u c t u a t i o n , as the most 
potent power i n the movement u n t i l i t ceased p u b l i c a t i o n i n 
1925. 

I t was through the pages of the C l a r i o n that party 
b a t t l e s were fought; news of' dominion, p r o v i n c i a l and l o c a l 
executive d e c i s i o n s was c a r r i e d ; members were advised about 
party happenings; a r t i c l e s on s o c i a l i s m of a l o c a l , n a t i o n a l 
and i n t e r n a t i o n a l nature were p r i n t e d . Obviously the party 
depended to a large extent on the C l a r i o n and the r e f o r e i t s 
continued p u b l i c a t i o n was always a matter of utmost concern. 
The amount of time, e f f o r t and money which some party mem
bers devoted to the paper may seem i n o r d i n a t e , but i t must 
be judged i n l i g h t of the paper's o v e r a l l c o n t r i b u t i o n to 
the p a r t y . 

During t h i s e a r l y p e r i o d attempts were made to b r i n g 

C l a r i o n , Oct. 15, 1903-

There were two periods when the paper d i d not 
appear: November, 1903, and January to May, 1905-
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the paper under party ownership and c o n t r o l ; there was 
fear that the paper might pass i n t o the hands of a l e s s 
sympathetic owner and there was also concern about the 
f i n a n c i a l s t r a i n which continued p u b l i c a t i o n was p l a c i n g 
on P e t t i p i e c e . In January, 1903, P e t t i p i e c e formed the 
Western S o c i a l i s t P u b l i s h i n g Company (which c o n t r o l l e d 
both the paper and the p r i n t i n g p l a n t ) and issued stock 
to the SPBC i n payment f o r the Nanaimo C l a r i o n . P e t t i p i e c e 
wanted to see complete party ownership of the paper but 
although he o f f e r e d a d d i t i o n a l stock i n the Western S o c i a l 
i s t P u b l i s h i n g Company to the SPBC membership, c o n t r o l l i n g 
i n t e r e s t was never a t t a i n e d . The few i n d i v i d u a l s who d i d 
purchase stock turned i t over to the SPBC to be c o n t r o l l e d 
by the p r o v i n c i a l executive. At very few times i n i t s 
h i s t o r y was the C l a r i o n ever s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g . For a number 
of years i t was s u b s i d i z e d by the current owner of the 

37 

p r i n t i n g business (the Western S o c i a l i s t P u b l i s h i n g 
Company) u n t i l i t s f i n a l years when i t was financed from 
a small legacy. 

In .1905 Kingsley bought the business from 
P e t t i p i e c e . In 1908. the C l a r i o n came under the ownership 
and d i r e c t i o n of the SPC, but u n t i l 1911 (when i t ceased 
p u b l i c a t i o n f o r a few months) Kingsley s t i l l provided a 
subsidy which averaged $100 a month. A f t e r 1912 the SPC 
c a r r i e d the f i n a n c i a l burden. 
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During the f i r s t s i x months of 1903, the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the s o c i a l i s t unions i n B. C. a t t r a c t e d .much more p u b l i c 
a t t e n t i o n than d i d the a c t i v i t i e s of the SPBC. The indus
t r i a l confusion and business u n c e r t a i n t y caused by the 
Vancouver I s l a n d Coal Miners' S t r i k e and the UBRE S t r i k e 
l e d the f e d e r a l government .to appoint a Royal Commission 
to i n v e s t i g a t e the causes of labour unrest i n B. C. The 
commissioners were the Hon. Gordon Hunter, Chief J u s t i c e of 
B r i t i s h Columbia, and the Rev. E l l i o t S. Rowe, a Methodist 

q o 
m i n i s t e r and sometime s o c i a l i s t . W i l l i a m Lyon McKenzie 
King, Deputy M i n i s t e r of Labour, was the Commission's 
s e c r e t a r y . Ottawa b e l i e v e d that B. C. s o c i e t y was being 
d i v i d e d i n t o two warring camps as a r e s u l t of t h e a a c t i v i t i e s 
of a g i t a t o r s from outside the country. The Royal Commission 
repo r t r e i n f o r c e d t h i s view, though the commissioners 
l a b e l l e d the c u l p r i t s not as mere outside a g i t a t o r s but 

39 

" r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s ' who were using the unions as 
p o l i t i c a l instruments i n order to a t t a i n t h e i r confessed 
goal of s e i z i n g the " p o l i t i c a l power of the s t a t e f o r the 

Rowe, I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d , was one of the o r i g i n a l 
d i r e c t o r s of the Canadian S o c i a l i s t League and had estab
l i s h e d the l o c a l i n V i c t o r i a which was then a part of the 
SPBC. 

Report of the Royal Commission on I n d u s t r i a l  
Disputes i n the Province of B r i t i s h Columbia (Ottawa, King's 
P r i n t e r , 1904). 
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purpose of c o n f i s c a t i n g a l l f r a n c h i s e s and n a t i o n a l r e -
40 

sources without compensation...." The s t r i k e s had begun 
f o r l e g i t i m a t e economic reasons and the accusation that 
the s o c i a l i s t s "used" the unions- i s not t r u e . Although the 
leadership of the WFM and UBRE admitted t o . t h e i r d e s i r e to 
overthrow the c a p i t a l i s t system, the s t r i k e s were not c a l l e d 
w i t h t h i s goal i n mind. They were, however, e x p l o i t e d as 
educational v e h i c l e s f o r Marxism. 

To the i n v e s t i g a t o r s , the fa c t that the WFM and 
the UBRE d i d not aspire to the goals of the " l e g i t i m a t e " 
trade unions--!.e. c o n t i n u a t i o n of the c a p i t a l i s t system 
w i t h a b e t t e r share f o r the workers—was s u f f i c i e n t to 
j u s t i f y l e g i s l a t i o n to outlaw them, or at l e a s t to curb 
t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . The commissioners' recommendations 
ensued from t h e i r b e l i e f that there.was e q u a l i t y of oppor
t u n i t y which enabled the working man to make h i s own 
dec i s i o n s about where he would work, e t c . At the same time, 
the commissioners were not prepared to r i s k the p o s s i b i l i t y 
that the workers might make the wrong d e c i s i o n , as can be 
seen from the general tenor of the recommendations, some of 
which, even purported to pr o t e c t the workers from "subversive" 

Report, p. 6 7 . 
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ideas from outside the dominion. 

The. commissioners found that the s o c i a l i s t s i n the 
ALU, WFM and UBRE had conspired to b r i n g out on s t r i k e the 
co a l miners i n order to cut o f f c o a l s u p p l i e s to the CPR, 
thus a i d i n g the UBRE i n i t s s t r u g g l e s . In order to curb 
these " i l l e g i t i m a t e " unions, the commissioners recommended, 
among other t h i n g s : that unions be inco r p o r a t e d with a 
model c o n s t i t u t i o n , that the employer be given t h i r t y days' 
n o t i c e of s t r i k e , that two-thirds of those i n attendance 
at a s t r i k e meeting must favour s t r i k e a c t i o n to permit a 
s t r i k e , that there should be no i n t e r f e r e n c e during a s t r i k e 
by anyone outside the dominion, that i t be made an offense 
to use or p u b l i s h the e p i t h e t s "scab" or " u n f a i r " , and 
f i n a l l y that there be f i n e s or imprisonment f o r any person, 
not a B r i t i s h subject or a r e s i d e n t of Canada f o r twelve 
months, who i n c i t e d any employee to q u i t h i s employment. The 
p e n a l t i e s of t h i s l a t t e r recommendation would also apply 
to anyone who somehow t r a n s m i t t e d a recommendation to q u i t 

4 1 

work from someone l i v i n g outside of Canada. The recom
mendations were intended to render impotent the " r e v o l u t i o n 
ary" unions, but they went too f a r and succeeded i n a l i e n a 
t i n g the TLCC and many of i t s member unions too. No a c t i o n 

1 R e p o r t , pp. 70-77-
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was ever taken on the Report.. Besides the strong oppo
s i t i o n voiced by labour unions, the Report tended to be 
n u l l i f i e d by the f a c t that the s t r i k e s were over by the 
time the Report was.published. Moreover, the economy took 
an upturn and.it became evident that such, s t r i n g e n t l e g i s 
l a t i o n was not necessary to maintain labour peace. The 
f i n a l paragraph of the Report had rendered the p e s s i m i s t i c 
v e r d i c t that "while much good can be accomplished by wise 
l e g i s l a t i o n , the labour problem, so c a l l e d , i s incapable 
of f i n a l s o l u t i o n , and that i t w i l l . b e with us as long as 
human nature remains what i t . i s , and present c i v i l i z a t i o n 

42 
endures." The statement i s a s t r i k i n g i l l u s t r a t i o n of 
the view h e l d by one of the warring camps. On the oppo
s i t e s i d e , the s o c i a l i s t s contended that i t was not human 
nature but human i n s t i t u t i o n s which made man greedy, 
grasping, and uncooperative, and that changes i n the e n v i r 
onment—i.e. i n the s t r u c t u r e s of s o c i e t y — w o u l d change 
man as w e l l . 

In the middle of the Royal Commission hearings 
B r i t i s h Columbians once again found that they had a new 
premier i n the person of Richard McBride, who had been 

Report, p. 77-
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c a l l e d to form a government on June 1. The Lieutenant-
Governor, S i r Henri J o l y de L o t b i n i e r e , had asked P r i o r 
to r e s i g n when i t was discovered that a government contract 
had been improperly awarded.to P r i o r ' s own f i r m . A f t e r a 
short s i t t i n g of the House, McBride c a l l e d an e l e c t i o n f o r 
October 3. This was the f i r s t B. C. e l e c t i o n which was 
fought.on party l i n e s , and there were candidates from the 
Conservative, L i b e r a l , S o c i a l i s t and Labour p a r t i e s . There 
i s evidence here to corroborate Truman's hypothesis that 
"severe disturbances inevitab,ly produce a s s o c i a t i o n s to 

4 3 

s t a b i l i z e group r e l a t i o n s . " As shown i n Chapter I I I , a 
number of new groups had been competing f o r power i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia during the preceding few years, and-it 
could be argued that t h i s f a c t o r , along with the severe-
labour disturbances of the past three years, impelled 
p a r t i e s to form on more permanent l i n e s than had p r e v i o u s l y 
been the case. In a forty-two seat House, the Conserva
t i v e s won twenty-two s e a t s , the L i b e r a l s , seventeen, the 
S o c i a l i s t s , two and Labour, one. 

McBride had promised during.the e l e c t i o n campaign 
"that an important part of our p o l i c y w i l l be road and 
t r a i l c o n s t r u c t i o n " (to open new areas of the p r o v i n c e . ) ^ 

43 
David Truman, The Governmental Process, p. 6 l 

4 4 Ormsby, p. 336. 



183 

Opting for. McBride, the v o t e r s , "weary of the long r u l e 
45 

by a c a p i t a l i s t and land-holding c l i q u e " and of the 
stalemate caused by the many s t r i k e s , i n d i c a t e d that they 
were ready to embark on a p e r i o d of i n d u s t r i a l development. 
Nonetheless, the demands of the s o c i a l i s t s and the p l a t f o r m 
of the PPP enunciated i n Kamloops i n A p r i l , 1 9 0 2 , were not 
to go e n t i r e l y unnoticed. The Conservatives adopted the 
PPP plank of government ownership of railways and p u b l i c 
u t i l i t i e s and s t a t e d f u r t h e r "that a p o r t i o n of every co a l 
area h e r e a f t e r to be disposed of should be reserved from 
s a l e or l e a s e , so that State-owned mines may be e a s i l y 
a c c e s s i b l e , i f t h e i r operation becomes necessary or a d v i s -

46 
able." I t i s evident from the e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s t h a t , f o r 
the time being at l e a s t , s o c i a l i s m had ousted reform labour-
ism as the r e p o s i t o r y of the r a d i c a l vote. Although there 
were more labour candidates than s o c i a l i s t , the l a t t e r 
obtained a l a r g e r share of the popular vote (about eight 
per cent) and e l e c t e d two M.L.A.s compared to. labour's o n e — 
W i l l i a m Davidson of Slocan, who had not been opposed by a 
S o c i a l i s t Party candidate. The S o c i a l i s t Party ran nine 

45 

Canadian Annual Review, 19.0 3 , P- 218 . 

ij6C.A.R. , 1 9 0 3 , P . 219 . 
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candidates and obtained 4 , 6 2 9 votes from a t o t a l of 5 9 , 6 8 8 

4 7 

votes cast. The i m p o s s i b l i s t s gained s t r e n g t h from the 
e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s , which they viewed as proof that t h e i r 
stance had been v i n d i c a t e d . For many years afterward, 
whenever setbacks occurred, these e a r l y successes would be 
c i t e d to j u s t i f y the party's uncompromising p o s i t i o n on the 
grounds that i t had worked once before and therefore should 
work again. G. Western Wrigley wrote that the gains i n the 
1 9 0 3 e l e c t i o n came because the SPBC's p l a t f o r m was the 
"shortest and most uncompromising statement of the p r i n c i p l e s 
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m that has ever been d r a f t e d i n any 

„ 4 8 country." 
I t i s d i f f i c u l t to evaluate the e f f e c t of the bad 

p u b l i c i t y r e c e i v e d during the Royal Commission, on the 
s o c i a l i s t s ' o v e r a l l share•of the vote. C e r t a i n l y i n the 
mining areas S o c i a l i s t Party candidates d i d w e l l enough, 
but might they have done even b e t t e r i f so much of the 

4 ' A H the r e s u l t s quoted here and below are from the 
Canadian Parliamentary Guide, 1 9 0 5 , pp. 4 4 1 - 4 4 3 - Vancouver 
and V i c t o r i a were-''multiple member r i d i n g s and therefore the 
t o t a l vote cast does not r e l a t e to the t o t a l number of 
r e g i s t e r e d v o t e r s , which was 3 9 , 2 9 6 . L e t t e r of February 
2 3 , . 1 9 7 1 , from Deputy Chief E l e c t o r a l O f f i c e r , Province of 
B r i t i s h Columbia. 

4 8 
G. Weston Wrigley, "Another Red Spot on the 

S o c i a l i s t Map,".International S o c i a l i s t Review, IV (December 
1903) p. 4 0 0 . 
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r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , f o r labour unrest had not been placed at 
t h e i r door? In the Vancouver C i t y e l e c t o r a l d i s t r i c t J . 
C. Mortimer and A. R. Stebbings of the S o c i a l i s t Party 
came close to the bottom of the p o l l w i t h 1,338 and-950 

votes r e s p e c t i v e l y . In the V i c t o r i a e l e c t o r a l d i s t r i c t , 
J . C. Watters came l a s t w i t h 699 votes. But i n the mining 
country, outside the larg e urban areas, where the I s o l a t i o n 
of the small settlement and the omnipresent c o r p o r a t i o n 
weighed h e a v i l y on the r e s i d e n t s , The S o c i a l i s t Party 
r e s u l t s were much more encouraging/, as can be seen from the 
ta b l e on page 186. 

Although the party had a n t i c i p a t e d about seven 
thousand votes and the e l e c t i o n of s i x or seven members, 
they were nonetheless very pleased with what they got. 

Before a l l the r e s u l t s were i n , the C l a r i o n ran the f o l l o w -
49 

Ing banner headlines: 
TOTAL SOCIALIST-VOTE IN B. C. IN JUNE, 1900 684 
TOTAL SOCIALIST VOTE IN B. C. IN OCTOBER, 
1903 3,770 
APPROXIMATE INCREASE IN THREE YEARS ...550 PER CENT 
APPROXIMATE PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL VOTE 8 PER CENT 

When the counting was complete, the S o c i a l i s t Party had 

rece i v e d 4,629 votes, e l e c t e d two members, and come w i t h i n 

C l a r i o n , October 8, 1903-
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RESULTS OF OCT. 3, 1903, PROVINCIAL ELECTION 
IN RIDINGS CONTESTED'BY SOCIALIST CANDIDATES 

(Excluding Vancouver and V i c t o r i a ) 

Fernie Votes %_ 
W.R. Ross 316 3 7 . 4 
(Con.) 
E. C. Smith 309 3 6 . 5 
(Lib .) 
J . McPherson 221 2 6 . 1 
(Soc.) 

Newcastle Votes 
Parker Williams 288 
(Soc.) 
A. Boyden 217 
(Con.) 
D. W. Murray 214 
( L i b . ) 

40 . 0 

3 0 . 2 

2 9 - 8 

Grand Forks 
G. A. Fraser 346 
(Con.) 
J . Riordan 232 
(Soc.) 
W.H.P. Clements 173 
(Lib . ) 

Nanaimo 
46.1 J . H. Hawthornthwaite 

(Soc.) 486 4 4 . 0 

3 0 . 9 E. Quennel 325 2 9 - 4 
(Con.) 

2 3 - 0 H. Sheppard 294 2 6 . 6 
(Lib . ) 

Greenwood 
J . R. Brown 238 
(Lib) 
E. M i l l s (Soc.) 229 

J . E. Spankie 
(Con.) 

181 

Revelstoke 
3 6 . 7 Thomas Taylor 

(Con.) 
3 5 . 3 J . M. K e l l i e 

(.Lib . ) 
28.0 J . W. Bennett 

(Soc.) 

342 40 .5 

316 3 7 - 5 

186 22.0 

(Source: C.P.G., 1905, pp. 441-443.) 
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50 ten v o t e s . o f . e l e c t i n g Ernest M i l l s i n Greenwood. 

The l e g i s l a t i v e accomplishments of the S o c i a l i s t 
Party members are examined i n Chapter V I I . Here i t w i l l 
only be pointed out t h a t , w i t h the support of W i l l i a m 

51 
Davidson, they were able to w i e l d a great amount of i n 
fluence with Premier McBride because they v i r t u a l l y h e ld 
a balance-of-power p o s i t i o n . The extent of t h i s power was 
at times exaggerated by members of the p a r t y , one of whom 
was quoted as s a y i n g , "The S o c i a l i s t s are the power i n t h i s 
province today and although we permit the Conservatives to 
ho l d o f f i c e , we are thoroughly aware that they do so at our 
pleasure. Conscious of the f a c t that we h o l d a balance of 
power, we in t e n d to take a hand i n the management of a f f a i r s 
i n t h i s p r o v i n c e . " 

50 
J The f o l l o w i n g e x p l a n a t i o n f o r M i l l ' s defeat was 

mentioned i n an i n t e r v i e w with W. W. Lefeaux on May 26, 1966, 
and i n a l e t t e r from.John Mclnnis to Gretchen Steeves, Sept. 
30, 1958. Angus Mclnnis C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.C. The L i b e r a l s 
and Conservatives, aware of the strength of S o c i a l i s m i n 
Greenwood, took advantage of the f a c t t h a t , at that time, the 
r u r a l p o l l s closed two hours ahead of the urban p o l l s . 
Twenty L i b e r a l s and Conservatives i n Greenwood agreed to 
withhold t h e i r votes u n t i l the r e s u l t s of the r u r a l b a l l o t i n g 
were known, and then.vote f o r the L i b e r a l or Conservative who 
had the most votes. 

51 
During the time he sat i n the L e g i s l a t u r e , Davidson 

c o n s i s t e n t l y met i n caucus w i t h Hawthornthwaite and Will i a m s 
and f i n a l l y j o i n e d the S o c i a l i s t Party. 

Vancouver Province, October 24, 1904. 
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There i s no doubt that the e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s and the 
growth of the party during 1903 had given the S o c i a l i s t s a 
new s e l f - c o n c e p t . The i n t e r e s t i n s o c i a l i s m and the growth 
of the party had, i n r e l a t i v e terms been e x c e p t i o n a l . In 
January, 1 9 0 3 , the r e g u l a r Sunday night meetings f o r the 
study of Marxian economics began a t t r a c t i n g such la r g e 
crowds they had to be moved from the rooms above Burns' 
Second-Hand Store to a l a r g e r h a l l and then e v e n t u a l l y to 

53 

a t h e a t r e . J The membership i n the Vancouver l o c a l doubled 
during the p e r i o d of the UBRE s t r i k e , and i n J u l y the 
C l a r i o n was p r e d i c t i n g that "The Cooperative Commonwealth 

n 54 

w i l l dawn upon the o l d world i n 1 9 0 8 . " The B r i t i s h 
Columbia s i t u a t i o n was g a i n i n g a t t e n t i o n i n other c i r c l e s 
as well.. An a r t i c l e i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t Review 
r e f e r r e d to the growth of s o c i a l i s m i n the province as 

55 
"remarkable," J J and the V i c t o r i a D a i l y C o l o n i s t wrote i n 
March, 1 9 0 3 , that "the growth of s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h 

56 
Columbia during the past year has been phenomenal." 

5 3 W e s t e r n • . S o c i a l i s t , Jan. 17 , 1903-

54-

J C l a r i o n , J u l y 3 , 1 9 0 3 . 

55 
A. M. Simons, " B r i t i s h Columbia," I n t e r n a t i o n a l  

S o c i a l i s t Review, IV (October, 1 9 0 3 ) , p. 2 4 9 . 
56 
^ V i c t o r i a D a i l y C o l o n i s t , March 2 , 1903-
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Even w i t h these successes, however, i t was d i f f i 
c u l t to maintain enthusiasm and c o n s i s t e n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
s t r u c t u r e s outside the c e n t r a l core of leadership i n 
Vancouver and on Vancouver I s l a n d , where there were two 
e l e c t e d M.L.A.s. Part of the d i f f i c u l t y arose from the 
m o b i l i t y of the miners, who were predominantly s i n g l e and 
constantly on the move from one l o c a t i o n to another i n the 
search f o r b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s . The f a c t t h a t , as ore bodies 
were worked out, new l o c a t i o n s had to be found, also made 
f o r d i s c o n t i n u i t y . Party organizers would e s t a b l i s h a new 
l o c a l and membership would oft e n climb to over a hundred i n 
a very short time, only to wither away again w i t h i n the 
year because the a c t i v e members had moved on to other 
l o c a t i o n s . Added to the problem of t r a n s i e n c e was the f a c t 
that most of the mines and smelters worked s h i f t s , making 
i t d i f f i c u l t to f i n d a s u i t a b l e meeting time f o r the men. 
When the leaders were on night s h i f t , no meetings could be 
c a l l e d except on weekends—an arrangement which i n those 
times was n e i t h e r popular nor considered proper'. That most 
of the o r g a n i z a t i o n a l d r i v e and enthusiasm came from 
Vancouver was c l e a r from the Kootenay members' la c k of 
response to the numerous pleas during 1903 and 1904 to buy 
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stock i n the Western S o c i a l i s t P u b lishing. Company. ' 

When the Fourth Annual Convention of the SPBC was 
h e l d i n Vancouver on December 21, 1904, there were dele
gates from Ladysmith, F e r n i e , Vancouver, Nanaimo and 
V i c t o r i a , with Hawthornthwaite and Williams as e x - o f f i c i o 
delegates without v o t i n g r i g h t s . The s e c r e t a r y reported 
that there were f i f t e e n a c t i v e l o c a l s with 240 members. 
Though the membership had decreased during the year, the 
party's confidence had not. The most important item of 
business concerned the p o s s i b i l i t y of expanding the party 
across the dominion. The executive committee had received 
correspondence from the S o c i a l i s t Party of Manitoba, the 
Ontario S o c i a l i s t P a r t y , and the S o c i a l i s t League i n 
F r e d e r i c t o n , New Brunswick, a l l announcing that they had 
adopted the p l a t f o r m of the SPBC and a d v i s i n g the B. C. 

group that they would a f f i l i a t e i f the SPBC would expand 
58 

across Canada. Consequently the convention changed the 

. W i t h c i r c u l a t i o n of the C l a r i o n h o l d i n g steady at 
about 2 , 5 0 0 , the paper was i n constant f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t y 
The P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee proposed a monthly levy 
on members' dues to meet t h i s problem, p o i n t i n g out that a 
levy would have the a d d i t i o n a l b e n e f i t of enabling the 
members to purchase the p u b l i s h i n g company from P e t t i p i e c e , 
thus b r i n g i n g the paper under Party c o n t r o l . The response 
from the Kootenay area, however, was almost n i l . 

58 
While the metamorphosis of s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h 

Columbia—from the sentimental utopianism of the e a r l y 
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party's name to the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada, appointed 
K i n g s l e y , Hawthornthwaite and Williams to d r a f t amendments 
to the c o n s t i t u t i o n to make i t s u i t a b l e f o r a n a t i o n a l 
p a r t y , and decided t h a t , u n t i l a dominion-wide convention 
could be h e l d , the executive committee of the B. C. group 

59 
would act as the Dominion Executive Committee (DEC). 
The convention approved the amended c o n s t i t u t i o n , which was 
subsequently passed by referendum vote of the B. C. l o c a l s . 

Why Marxist s o c i a l i s m should take root i n B. C. more 
r e a d i l y than i n the other Canadian provinces has been 
all u d e d to i n Chapter I and w i l l be f u r t h e r discussed i n 
Chapter IX. A combination of weak l e a d e r s h i p , l a c k of a 
l o c a l party p r e s s , economic circumstances, an entrenched 
two-party system, and other f a c t o r s r e f e r r e d to i n previous 
chapters prevented these groups from r e a l i z i n g the same 
strength as d i d t h e i r counterpart i n B r i t i s h Columbia. The 
leadership and dynamic character of the B r i t i s h Columbia 
movement had been acknowledged i m p l i c i t l y by Wrigley when 

groups to the aggressive Marxism of the SPBC—was t a k i n g 
p l a c e , the l o o s e l y - o r g a n i z e d groups of the Canadian 
S o c i a l i s t Leagues i n the other areas of the dominion had 
also been forming p r o v i n c i a l governing bodies. In Ontario 
and Manitoba p r o v i n c i a l s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s were formed i n 
October, 1 9 0 1 , and November, 1 9 0 2 , r e s p e c t i v e l y , while the 
P r e d e r i c t o n S o c i a l i s t League became the c e n t r a l body f o r 
New Brunswick i n J u l y , 1 9 0 2 . 

C l a r i o n , Jan. 2 8 , 1905-
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he moved the C i t i z e n and Country from Toronto to Vancouver 
i n 1902. This was followed the next year by a request 
from the Ontario S o c i a l i s t Party to the SPBC f o r the l a t t e r 
to expand across the dominion. The request was renewed i n 
1904, accompanied by the announcement that the Thanksgiving 
convention of the Ontario S o c i a l i s t Party had adopted the 
pla t f o r m and program of the SPBC. S i m i l a r steps were taken 
by the Manitoba S o c i a l i s t Party and the P r e d e r i c t o n S o c i a l 
i s t League the same year. 

A p r i n c i p a l e xplanation f o r the f a i l u r e of other 
provinces to develop indigenous Marxist p a r t i e s of s i g n i f i 
cance i s that p o t e n t i a l l e a d e r s h i p there was ofte n siphoned 
o f f to B. C. Although there i s no e m p i r i c a l evidence to 

6 0 
support the common a s s e r t i o n that B. C. rec e i v e d more than 
i t s share of discontented and f r u s t r a t e d s e t t l e r s , the 
assumption i s not an unreasonable one. D i s s a t i s f i e d with 
c o n d i t i o n s i n other p r o v i n c e s , young Canadians and newly-
a r r i v e d immigrants tended to d r i f t westward l o o k i n g f o r 

6 l 
b e t t e r circumstances. When they a r r i v e d at the "end of 
the l i n e " i n Canada and found conditions i n B. C. equal l y 

For example, see Mar t i n Robin, R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s  
and Canadian Labour', Chapters 3 and 4. 

^ B i o g r a p h i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n c o l l e c t e d by the author 
shows that a number of s o c i a l i s t s a c t i v e during the f i r s t 
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u n s a t i s f a c t o r y , they had a number of. choices: they could 
r e t r a c e t h e i r steps or seek greener pastures s t i l l f u r t h e r 
a f i e l d — i n A u s t r a l i a or New Zealand, f o r example—or they 
could remain i n B. C , r e c o n c i l i n g themselves to a l e s s 
than Utopian existence or attempting to remold B. C. s o c i e t y 
i n t o the s o c i e t y of t h e i r dreams. For economic reasons, i f 
f o r no other, many opted to stay put. P e t t i p i e c e , who came 
from O n t a r i o , explained why he e s t a b l i s h e d the Eagle i n 
Ferguson: "This province i s f u l l of discontented people 
who, l i k e myself, came here to get away from e x i s t i n g c i r 
cumstances, but i t i s of no use; we must a l l go back to the 

„62 cause." 

The leaders of the Canadian S o c i a l i s t League—Cameron, 
Cha r l t o n , Wrigley--were from Eastern Canada. The USLP was 
l e d by such men as MacClain and Burns from B r i t a i n . The 

decades.of the century (e.g. Parker W i l l i a m s , J . M. Cameron, 
Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e , 0. Lee C h a r l t o n , W. B. C a i r d , Fred 
Faulkner, George Morgan) gr a d u a l l y worked t h e i r way across 
Canada, going from job to job. 

6 2 
C i t i z e n .and Country, June 1 3 , 1 9 0 0 . There were 

other reasons why immigrants stayed on the coast, having 
once a r r i v e d . "The country looked more l i k e home than 
anything I had seen i n Canada. And when I reached Vancouver 
and saw ships loading timber i n the harbour, I f e l t as i f I-
had escaped from...bondage . " George Hardy, Those Stormy Years 
(London: Lawrence and Wishart, 1 9 5 6 ) , p. 27- The m i l d B. C. 
climate tended to a t t r a c t those who became unemployed e l s e 
where i n Canada; thus B. C. often served as a safety valve 
f o r labour t r o u b l e s i n other parts of the country. 
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RSPC's membership was predominantly B r i t i s h , though 
Kingsley was American and A, K i r b y , the f i r s t s e c r e t a r y , 
was from New Zealand. With such a mixture of .people and 
i d e a s , one might expect the end s o c i a l i s t product to have 
been a compromise brand, e s p e c i a l l y since the province had 
a h i s t o r y of attempts at reform p o l i t i c s . But i t was the 
very f a i l u r e of these attempts to achieve any meaningful 
reform,'"coupled w i t h the uncompromising stance of b i g 
i n d u s t r i a l i s t s l i k e Dunsmuir and the Kootenay mine owners, 
which enabled the M a r x i s t l e a d e r s h i p i n B. C. to f i n d 
f o l l o w e r s - - t h e e s s e n t i a l i n g r e d i e n t which Marxist leaders 
i n other provinces (which d i d not have B. C.'s " i n d u s t r i a l 
f r o n t i e r " ) lacked. Having f a i l e d to obtain s i g n i f i c a n t 
changes through gradual reform, the next step f o r the 
embittered B. C. worker l o o k i n g f o r a p o l i t i c a l s o l u t i o n 
was to move to the l e f t . That meant lending support to 
the r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m of the SPBC, the only s o c i a l i s t 
group i n the province. 

And now the SPBC had become the spearhead of Marxism 
f o r t h e e e n t i r e n a t i o n . Buoyed up by the successes of the 
years 1 9 0 2 - 1 9 0 4 , the ascendant i m p o s s i b l i s t s viewed t h e i r 
debut on the n a t i o n a l scene as a c e r t a i n s i g n of impending 
nation-wide triumph. Their confidence hardened the party's 
st e a d f a s t commitment to r e v o l u t i o n a r y d o c t r i n e , l e a v i n g 
no room f o r compromise. As a consequence the transformation 
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of Marxian s o c i a l i s m i n t o the s o c i a l democracy of the 
CCF and the NDP was to be a long and p a i n f u l process. 
Meanwhile, the two decades which followed the formation 
of the SPC were years of success, hope and f r u s t r a t i o n . 



196 

CHAPTER VI 

YEARS OF SUCCESS AND FRUSTRATION 

I t soon became apparent that the S o c i a l i s t Party of 
Canada was doomed to remain the S o c i a l i s t Party of B. C. i n 
a l l but name. The v i s i o n of a n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s t movement 
proved to be a-pipedream, and the economic buoyance and 
business growth which c h a r a c t e r i z e d the e a r l y years of 
McBride's premiership forced the SPC lead e r s h i p to concen
t r a t e t h e i r t a l e n t s i n t h e i r home province. These were busy 
years indeed: at times the members were c e r t a i n the revo
l u t i o n was i n e v i t a b l e , they conceded that i t might take a 
l i t t l e longer than o r i g i n a l l y a n t i c i p a t e d . But always they 
were convinced that t h e i r most important f u n c t i o n as a party 
was to educate the masses i n Marxian economics and the 
r e a l i t i e s of the c l a s s s t r u g g l e inherent i n the c a p i t a l i s t 
system. For the f i r s t few years f o l l o w i n g formation of the 
SPC, encouraging e l e c t i o n r e s u l t s and the s t e a d i l y i n c r e a s i n g 
percentage of popular vote obtained were sources of optimism, 
le a d i n g the party i n t o attempts to become a p o l i t i c a l machine 
i n order to win more votes." The move, however, was not -
s u c c e s s f u l : many of the members, secure i n t h e i r b e l i e f that 
the r e v o l u t i o n was the i n e v i t a b l e outcome of the c a p i t a l i s t 
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system refused to extend t h e i r e f f o r t s beyond the prime 
task of education. Nevertheless, a.handful of s o c i a l i s t s 
continued to be e l e c t e d to the l e g i s l a t u r e , and these men 
l e f t t h e i r mark on the s t a t u t e s of the province f o r years 
to come. Various labour-management c o n f r o n t a t i o n s , the 
F i r s t World War and i t s aftermath, the c o n s c r i p t i o n c r i s i s 
and the Russian Revolution a l l had important repercussions 
f o r the development of s o c i a l i s m w i t h i n the province during 
t h i s p e r i o d . 

Accepting the challenge to become a n a t i o n a l p a r t y , 
the B. C. group adopted a c o n s t i t u t i o n intended to be the 
basis f o r a democratically-governed o r g a n i z a t i o n . Since i t 
i s of considerable importance to the l a t e r understanding of 
some of the d i f f i c u l t i e s a r i s i n g w i t h i n the s o c i a l i s t move
ment, t h i s document w i l l be examined i n some d e t a i l . 

A r t i c l e I of the C o n s t i t u t i o n l a i d down the o r g a n i 
z a t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e of the party: Dominion Executive 
Committee (DEC), P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee (PEC), 
R i d i n g Locals and R i d i n g Branches, and the timing and 
o r g a n i z a t i o n of conventions. I t also s t i p u l a t e d that party 
law would become e f f e c t i v e only when approved by a major i t y 

These developments are r e f e r r e d to i n t h i s chapter 
and discussed f u r t h e r i n subsequent chapters. 
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of the general membership. 

A r t i c l e I I concerned the o r g a n i z a t i o n and operation 
of l o c a l s , which were to take the name of the p r o v i n c i a l 
r i d i n g i n which they were s i t u a t e d , while the various 
centers i n the r i d i n g were to be organized as branches of 
the main r i d i n g l o c a l . In p r a c t i c e , the f i r s t group i n a 
r i d i n g applying f o r a charter became the main l o c a l regard
l e s s of l o c a t i o n i n the r i d i n g . Five or more persons could 
form a . l o c a l upon submitting a p p l i c a t i o n on the p r e s c r i b e d 
form to the P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee along with the 
f i r s t month's dues and a f i v e d o l l a r fee to cover member
ship cards, p r e s c r i b e d ledgers f o r the secretary and 
t r e a s u r e r , and other s u p p l i e s . O f f i c e r s were to be e l e c t e d 
annually w i t h the exception of the chairman, who was to be 
e l e c t e d each meeting. Other items covered i n t h i s a r t i c l e 
were i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r handling of party funds, procedures 
f o r the exp u l s i o n and suspension of members, and the 
minimum monthly dues to be c o l l e c t e d . The a r t i c l e ended 
with.the s t i p u l a t i o n that "No L o c a l s h a l l enter i n t o any 
compromise with any other p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , nor f u r n i s h 
f i n a n c i a l a i d to any o t h e r . o r g a n i z a t i o n . " This e x c l u s i v e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p was r e i n f o r c e d i n the membership a p p l i c a t i o n 
form. 

A r t i c l e I I I concerned the s e t t i n g up of branches, 
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and placed them under the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the l o c a l . 

A r t i c l e IV o u t l i n e d the duties and the makeup of 
the PEC. In order to encourage r e g u l a r meetings, the 
annual p r o v i n c i a l convention was given the power to deter
mine the r i d i n g which was to be the seat of the PEC. This 
r i d i n g would then e l e c t seven of i t s members to act as PEC 
f o r twelve months beginning January 1 of each year. The 
PEC was to e l e c t o f f i c e r s from i t s membership f o r a twelve
month term, but a new chairman was to be e l e c t e d each 
meeting. Any l o c a l outside the seat of the PEC could augment 
the committee's membership at any time by sending one dele
gate. A member of the PEC was p r o h i b i t e d from h o l d i n g any 
other o f f i c e i n the party. A r t i c l e IV also provided that 
the PEC could d r a f t l e g i s l a t i o n to be introduced by party 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the houses of l e g i s l a t i o n . There was no 
suggestion of a penalty should the l e g i s l a t o r refuse to 
present the b i l l . (At various times i t had been suggested 
that e l e c t e d members f i l e an undated l e t t e r of r e s i g n a t i o n 
with t h e i r l o c a l , but the suggestion was r e j e c t e d as "a 
str a y reform plank from the o l d ship of populism.") 

The duties of the PEC were:- (a) to rec e i v e and 

C l a r i o n , June 1 8 , 1904. 
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submit to a general vote p r o p o s i t i o n s r e l a t i n g to p r o v i n 
c i a l a f f a i r s sent from any l o c a l i f endorsed by at l e a s t 
two other l o c a l s ; (b) to supervise the a g i t a t i o n through
out the province; (c) to make a l l of the preparations f o r 
the p r o v i n c i a l convention and t o make a f u l l report to 
such convention on a l l party matters; (d) to issue to the 
l o c a l s semi-annually, and i n a s u f f i c i e n t number of copies, 
a report of party f i n a n c e s ; (e) to be represented i n the 
p r o v i n c i a l convention by one of i t s members, who would 
have an advisory vote only i n the proceedings, and bear no 
other c r e d e n t i a l s ; ( f ) to employ organizers to f u r t h e r the 
i n t e r e s t s of the p a r t y , the Committee to be he l d s t r i c t l y 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and e f f i c i e n c y of such 
persons. 

S e c t i o n 4 of A r t i c l e V provided that " U n t i l a 
Dominion Convention i s h e l d and other arrangements made, 
the P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee of B r i t i s h Columbia 
s h a l l act as the Dominion Executive Committee." The party 
never d i d r a i s e enough money f o r a n a t i o n a l convention, 
nor were there ever enough s t r o n g l y - o r g a n i z e d p r o v i n c i a l 
groups to force one. Under the c o n s t i t u t i o n i t was a com
p a r a t i v e l y simple matter f o r the other p r o v i n c i a l bodies 
to ask f o r a dominion convention. A r t i c l e V provided f o r 
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the DEC to "receive and submit to a general vote propo
s i t i o n s sent from any P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee of 
the Party i f endorsed by at l e a s t one other such Committee." 
C e r t a i n l y t h i s a r t i c l e would have enabled d i s s i d e n t groups 
to have i n s i s t e d on a dominion convention, but t h i s d i d not 
happen. During the e n t i r e h i s t o r y of the p a r t y , the PEC of 
B. C. also performed the duties of the DEC and the annual 
p r o v i n c i a l conventions i n B. C. always chose the Vancouver 
l o c a l as the seat of the p r o v i n c i a l executive of B r i t i s h 
Columbia. Consequently the Vancouver l o c a l always occupied 
a d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y i n f l u e n t i a l p o s i t i o n i n the party 
which, coupled with c o n t r o l of the C l a r i o n , c o n t r i b u t e d to 
the i n s u l a r a t t i t u d e often taken by the p a r t y . 

The duties of the DEC o u t l i n e d i n A r t i c l e V were 
s i m i l a r to those f o r the PEC except that they p e r t a i n e d to 
the n a t i o n a l l e v e l . In a d d i t i o n , the DEC was charged w i t h 
the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of maintaining adequate communication 
wi t h the s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s of other c o u n t r i e s . A r t i c l e V 
also o u t l i n e d the f i n a n c i a l .structure of the p a r t y , which 
was based on monthly "dues stamps" which the DEC would 
s e l l to the PEC's f o r f i v e cents each. The l a t t e r , i n t u r n , 
would s e l l these stamps to the l o c a l s f o r ten cents each, 
and the l o c a l s s o l d them to the members f o r twenty-five 
cents. 
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Although the c o n s t i t u t i o n d i d not decree annual 
dominion conventions, A r t i c l e VI d i d provide f o r annual 
p r o v i n c i a l conventions. These were to be h e l d between 
August 15 and October 1 5 , the place to be decided by party 
vote but the a c t u a l date to be l e f t to the d i s c r e t i o n of 
the PEC. Each l o c a l was e n t i t l e d to one delegate plus 
another delegate f o r each a d d i t i o n a l twenty members or 
major p o r t i o n t h e r o f . Proxy v o t i n g was allowed only f o r 
delegates of a member's own r i d i n g . A l l acts of con
v e n t i o n s , whether p r o v i n c i a l or dominion, were to be 
submitted to the membership f o r r a t i f i c a t i o n . 

A r t i c l e VII was a c a t c h - a l l of miscellaneous items: 
party members were empowered to remove a l l o f f i c e r s , 
boards and committees; no person could be nominated as a 
candidate f o r p u b l i c o f f i c e unless he had been a member 
f o r s i x months, nor could such nominee accept nomination 
or endorsement by any other p o l i t i c a l p a r t y ; a l o c a l ' s 
c h arter could be revoked by e i t h e r executive committee 
f o r any v i o l a t i o n of the p r o v i s i o n s of the c o n s t i t u t i o n ; 
the accounts of executive committees were to be audited 
every s i x months; t r a n s p o r t a t i o n to conventions was to be 
p a i d f o r by party funds; a l l propaganda l i t e r a t u r e was to 
be issued only on the a u t h o r i t y of the DEC. Of i n t e r e s t 
i n t h i s a r t i c l e i s the attempt by the party to c o n t r o l 
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patronage that might come under the c o n t r o l of e l e c t e d 
members. According to Se c t i o n 10,. "When a vacancy occurs 
i n any p u b l i c o f f i c e w i t h i n the patronage of a party 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e he s h a l l submit the same to the l o c a l of 
hi s r i d i n g f o r nomination by referendum vote." 

The various c o n s t i t u t i o n a l checks on c o n t r o l ' of 
the party machinery by an i n d i v i d u a l or an o l i g a r c h y would 
have been s u f f i c i e n t to ensure a democratic o r g a n i z a t i o n 
i n a party wherein the various e x t r e m i t i e s were healthy. 
But throughout i t s h i s t o r y the SPC never enjoyed a com
p l e t e l y healthy body, i t s p r o v i n c i a l organs being constantly 
i n v a r y i n g degrees of atrophy. No two p r o v i n c i a l groups 
were ever concurrently energetic enough to question the 
hegemony of the Vancouver group. Outside of B. C , i n f a c t , 
no strong p r o v i n c i a l group ever e x i s t e d . There were healthy 
l o c a l s at various times i n A l b e r t a , i n Winnipeg, and i n 

JWhen Hawthornthwaite had d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h h i s r i d i n g 
l o c a l i n 1 9 1 1 , one of the c r i t i c i s m s l e v e l l e d at him was that 
he had not followed the l o c a l ' s suggestions f o r f i l l i n g a 
minor post which had f a l l e n vacant i n h i s r i d i n g . Although • 
Hawthornthwaite d i d not have the a u t h o r i t y to make that 
appointment, the l o c a l b e l i e v e d that the government would 
seek h i s advice. Hawthornthwaite exculpated h i m s e l f by 
claim i n g that" he had i n f a c t submitted the names but that the 
government had ignored h i s - a d v i c e . The M i n i s t e r i n v o l v e d 
s t a t e d that he had not rec e i v e d any communication from 
Hawthornthwaite i n v o l v i n g the appointment. This i s the only 
recorded incidence of Se c t i o n 10 ever having been invoked. 
See Chapter V I I , pp;. 285-287 and Footnote 17. 
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various parts of O n t a r i o , but never strong p r o v i n c i a l 
bodies. In 1 9 1 0 , f o r example, the Toronto l o c a l s s c a t h 
i n g l y denounced the management of.the party and c a l l e d 
f o r a dominion convention "to r e c t i f y the undoubted e r r o r s 
that e x i s t w i t h i n our p a r t y , " but though the c a l l was sub-
s t a n t i a t e d w i t h some very convincing evidence, nothing 
ever came of i t , since a dominion convention could only be 
c a l l e d by the DEC or by two PEC ' s a c t i n g j o i n t l y . In 
e f f e c t , due to the weakness of the s o c i a l i s t cause outside 
the-borders of B r i t i s h Columbia, democracy w i t h i n the 
S o c i a l i s t Party was weakened when the SPBC became the SPC. 
This i s not to say that during the course of i t s h i s t o r y 
the party was plagued by constant i n t e r n e c i n e wars and 
attempts to throw o f f the yoke of the B. C. group. As w i l l 
be seen l a t e r , there were s p l i t s i n the p a r t y , j u s t as 
there were s p l i t s i n other s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s a l l over the 
world, but there were f a c t o r s i n the SPC l i m i t i n g t h i s 
phenomenon. Unl i k e the S o c i a l i s t Party of America, of 
which D a n i e l B e l l wrote, "The i n c l u s i o n i n the p l a t f o r m 
...of m e l i o r a t i v e appeals tended to encourage almost any 
v a r i e t y of d i s s i d e n t to j o i n , and extended the b a s i s of 

C l a r i o n , Dec. 1 7 , 1910. 
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5 f a c t i o n a l i s m , " ^ the SPC c a l l e d s o l e l y f o r the a b o l i t i o n 
of the system of wage s l a v e r y and by eschewing p a l l i a t i v e s 
at a l l times i t had consequently.a smaller membership, but 
one that was more i n b a s i c agreement with the goals of the 
party.' Moreover, without conventions there was no way, 
other than through the pages of the C l a r i o n , f o r party d i s 
sidents to communicate with one another and challenge the 
ends of the party and the means of o b t a i n i n g these ends. 
Even w i t h these Impediments, of course, i t would have been 
p o s s i b l e , through c o n s t i t u t i o n a l means, f o r a s u f f i c i e n t l y 
l a r g e group of d i s s i d e n t s to unseat Vancouver. That t h i s 
d i d not occur was due l a r g e l y to the " p u r i t y " of the 
membership. 

How was i t that i n B r i t i s h Columbia, where the 
party's greatest e l e c t o r a l successes occurred i n the mining 
d i s t r i c t s of Vancouver I s l a n d and the Kootenay, that 
Vancouver, where candidates were always at or near the 
bottom of the p o l l s , was able to s u s t a i n i t s dominant 
p o s i t i o n ? I f s o c i a l i s m i n other parts of Canada was not 
s u f f i c i e n t l y strong to challenge the Vancouver o l i g a r c h y , 
i t would seem that at l e a s t w i t h i n B r i t i s h Columbia c o n t r o l 

^Daniel B e l l , Marxian S o c i a l i s m i n America, p. 53 
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by the Vancouver group could have been challenged. The 
c o n s t i t u t i o n provided'that the annual convention would 
decide w h i c h . l o c a l would act as PEC during the ensuing 
twelve months, the l o c a t i o n . o f the convention to be decided 
by referendum vote of the p r o v i n c i a l membership. But ex
cept f o r 1 9 0 6 , when the l o c a t i o n was F e r n i e , and 1908 when 

7 

i t was Nelson, a l l B. C. conventions were h e l d i n Vancouver. 
One reason f o r t h i s was that Vancouver was the geographical 
center of party strength between the other two strongholds 
of Vancouver I s l a n d and the Kootenay. Since Vancouver 
I s l a n d l o c a l s could not a f f o r d to send delegates to the 
Kootenay and v i c e - v e r s a , these members u s u a l l y compromised 
by choosing Vancouver. Furthermore, although per c a p i t a 

See Robert M i c h e l s , P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s (Glencoe, 
I l l i n o i s ; The Free P r e s s , 19 4 9 , [1915J ) f o r an o r i g i n a l 
d i s c u s s i o n of the trend toward o l i g a r c h y i n mass p a r t i e s . 
Moses B a r i t z reviewed t h i s ..book i n the C l a r i o n , A p r i l , 
1917. He agreed with M i c h e l s ' contention that the s o c i a l 
i s t p a r t i e s which Michels s t u d i e d had veneration of 
leadership and were run by o l i g a r c h i e s . B a r i t z argued that 
t h i s was due to the f a i l u r e of these p a r t i e s to educate 
members concerning the nature of s o c i a l i s m . Consequently 
the membership allowed the leaders to dominate. B a r i t z 
argued that t h i s .did not occur i n a t r u l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
party («as' the SPC,) since the l a t t e r always attempted to 
educate the membership and the masses., and thus the party 
remained democratic. 

This was the c l o s e s t the party ever came to a 
dominion convention. The A l b e r t a group was strong .in 1908 
and the B. C. convention was held i n Nelson to enable 
A l b e r t a delegates to attend. 
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Vancouver had fewer s o c i a l i s t s than the other two areas, 
i t had the most i n absolute numbers, since i t was the 
l a r g e s t p o p u l a t i o n center i n the province. (Membership 
i n Vancouver L o c a l Number 1 often ran to w e l l over, a 
hundred, and there were at various times at l e a s t three 
l o c a l s i n Vancouver.) With Vancouver as the consistent 
choice f o r the convention l o c a l e , i t n a t u r a l l y f o llowed 
that the greatest number of delegates came from the 
Vancouver area and t h e r e f o r e Vancouver could c o n t r o l other 
important d e c i s i o n s such as which r i d i n g would be the seat 
of the PEC. Although i t i s true that convention d e c i s i o n s 
had to be submitted to referendum vote, there i s no record 
of a d e c i s i o n ever having been upset i n t h i s way. The 
powerful p o s i t i o n occupied by the Vancouver group, i n c l u 
ding i t s c o n t r o l of the Western C l a r i o n , meant that a l l 
important party p o l i c y was enunciated and i n t e r p r e t e d by 
them. 

Although the p l a t f o r m of the party was designed to 
prevent i n t e r p r e t a t i o n and to keep the membership on the 
s t r a i g h t and narrow path l e a d i n g to abolishment of the 
wages system, the p r a c t i c a l i t i e s of earning a l i v i n g i n a 
c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y made.this extremely d i f f i c u l t . The 
res u l t a n t , c o n f l i c t between, the party's r o l e as a movement-
and i t s r o l e as a party was the i d e n t i c a l c o n f l i c t recog
n i z e d by Walter Young in. the CCF. (See Anatomy of a P a r t y , 
pp. 3-H f o r an a n a l y s i s of the c o n f l i c t . ) Immediately 
the SPC contested e l e c t i o n s , i t had to compromise i t s e l f . 
Although the party i t s e l f renounced reform measures, 
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From Vancouver to the A t l a n t i c provinces was a long 
reach f o r a party financed by the " n i c k l e s and dimes" of 
the membership and from s i l v e r c o l l e c t i o n s at open meetings. 
Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , the reach was a feeble one. At the peak 
of i t s strength i n the Maritime p r o v i n c e s , the SPC had, a t . 
the end of 1 9 0 9 , f i f t e e n l o c a l s , eleven of which had formed 
that year when the party put W. G. G r i b b l e , a carpenter from 
Toronto, i n t o the area f o r s i x months as an organizer. Two 
of the remaining l o c a l s had been organized the previous year 

o 
by Henry Harvey S t u a r t . The other two had been the only 
bastions of Marxian s o c i a l i s m f o r any length of time i n the 
area: F r e d e r i c k o n y 5 N. B., was organized J u l y 2 8 , 1 9 0 2 , and 
Glace Bay, Cape Breton I s l a n d , was organized November 2 2 , 

1904. Although Newfoundland was not a p a r t of Canada at the 
time, a ten-member l o c a l of the SPC was formed i n St. John's 
i n l a t e 1906 by Robert E. Scott from M o n t r e a l . 1 0 

i n d i v i d u a l s such as Parker W i l l i a m s , J . H. Hawthornthwaite, 
John Mclnnes, and W i l l i a m Davidson, once e l e c t e d , supported 
reform measures i n the L e g i s l a t u r e along with t h e i r c a p i t a l 
i s t colleagues. The exigencies of r e a l p o l i t i k meant that 
f a i l u r e to introduce and vote f o r l e g i s l a t i o n that would 
improve the miners' l o t meant" l o s i n g one's seat i n the next 
e l e c t i o n . See Chapter IX f o r f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s 
p o i n t .• 

^ C l a r i o n , Jan. 8 , 1910. 

C l a r i o n , Dec. 1, 1906. 
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What was true f o r Canada i n general was true also 
f o r the A t l a n t i c provinces; the only places where there 
was any continuing i n t e r e s t i n the s o c i a l i s m of the SPC 
was i n the r a i l yards and the mining communities. For a 
number of years a f t e r 1905 there were l o c a l s i n almost 
continuous existence i n such places as McAdam J u n c t i o n , 
N. B. (the center f o r the CPR system east of Montreal) 
and i n Cape Breton County, N. S. (the c o a l mining center 
of the area)..) 1 1 Apart from these b r i g h t l i g h t s , s o c i a l i s m 
i n the Maritimes amounted t'o a few small i s o l a t e d groups 
kept going by devoted ideologues l i k e H. H. Stuart i n 
Frederictonrr and J u l e s Levenne i n S p r i n g h i l l . The Maritime 
members of the SPC were l i t t l e a f f e c t e d by events i n the 
r e s t of the p a r t y , and they i n t u r n had no e f f e c t on the 
party other than to increase the c i r c u l a t i o n of the Western 
C l a r i o n and to permit the cla i m that the SPC was indeed a 
n a t i o n a l p arty. There was apparently some i n t e r e s t i n the 
area f o r change—when K i e r Hardy of the B r i t i s h Labour 
Party came through, he drew four hundred people to a meet-

12 
ing on September 3 0 , 1 9 0 8 , and the H a l i f a x Herald and 

U n t i l the 1970 p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n , when two 
members of the NDP were e l e c t e d , Cape 'Breton was the only 
-area of Nova S c o t i a ever to have e l e c t e d a s o c i a l i s t . 

1 2 C l a r i o n , Dec. 1 9 , 1 9 0 8 , "Maritime Provinces 
Notes," by H. H. S t u a r t . 
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Moncton Times during 1908 gave good coverage to the newly-
formed Independent Labour P a r t y — b u t the SPC was never 
able to c a p i t a l i z e on t h i s i n t e r e s t . 

In the Province of Quebec SPC a c t i v i t y was l i m i t e d 
to Montreal and w i t h i n Montreal i t was f u r t h e r l i m i t e d 
almost e n t i r e l y to German speaking immigrants, the l o c a l 
having been formed by the German Workingmen's Club i n 

13 
1905. A smaller Jewish l o c a l sometimes held j o i n t meet
ings with the German l o c a l . Though E n g l i s h and French 
were the languages used, speakers were i n v i t e d to a l t e r n a t e 

14 
meetings to speak i n I t a l i a n , Hebrew or Y i d d i s h . As i n 
the Maritimes, the s o c i a l i s t band was a t i n y one and i t was 
only through the t i r e l e s s e f f o r t s of the long-term secre
t a r y , Otto Jahn, that a l o c a l was maintained. 

In the Yukon T e r r i t o r y , ever since the days of the 
15 

Cooperative Commonwealth Community at Harmona, there had 
been some i n t e r e s t i n s o c i a l i s m . In 1903 a S o c i a l i s t 

13 
JAs noted e a r l i e r , there had been l o c a l s of the 

S o c i a l i s t Labour Party and the Canadian S o c i a l i s t League 
i n Montreal, but these were ephemeral. See Chapter I I . 

14 

C l a r i o n , A p r i l 13, 1907. 

1 5 S e e Chapter I I . 
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Education Club was e s t a b l i s h e d i n Dawson C i t y to hold 
16 

p o l i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n meetings and i n January, 1904, 
t h i s group formed the S o c i a l i s t Party of the Yukon t e r r i 
t ory and a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the SPC i n A p r i l w i t h twenty-one 

17 li charter members. A year l a t e r they had ninety members. 
The group d i d not run candidates i n e l e c t i o n s ; t h e i r 
f u n c t i o n was p r i m a r i l y an educational one. There were 
p e r i o d i c reports from them i n the s o c i a l i s t press up to 
the f i r s t World War, but i t appears that they were never 
i n v o l v e d i n the disagreements between the p o s s i b l i s t s and 
the i m p o s s i b l i s t s of the SPC nor w i t h labour p o l i t i c i a n s . 
L i k e t h e i r comrades i n the A t l a n t i c provinces and Quebec, 
t h e i r e f f e c t on the development of s o c i a l i s m i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia was n i l , except to encourage the Vancouver group 
by p r o v i d i n g apparent evidence of a nation-wide f o l l o w i n g . 

Saskatchewan at various times also had a l o c a l of 
the SPC ( i n Regina) but the party never became strong 
enough to form a PEC. The SPC brand of s o c i a l i s m never 

19 
appealed to the farmers. 

- ^ C l a r i o n , May 3 0 , 1 9 0 3 . 

1 7 I b i d . , A p r i l 15, 1905-
i ft 

I b i d . , January 2 7 , 1906. 
19 

The SPC's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h farmers i s discussed 
l a t e r i n t h i s chapter. 
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I t was only i n the provinces of A l b e r t a , Manitoba 
and Ontario that the a f f i l i a t e s of the SPC. were ever 
strong enough to a f f e c t the B r i t i s h Columbia s e c t i o n of 
the p a r t y . From the time i t became a n a t i o n a l party u n t i l 
the p e r i o d j u s t before the f i r s t World War, the B. C. 
contingent spent a good deal of time, e f f o r t and money 
or g a n i z i n g new groups i n these areas and maintaining the 
p u r i t y of the party membership. Charges of d i c t a t o r s h i p 
and b i g o t r y were oft e n h u r l e d at the Vancouver l e a d e r s h i p 
by these groups, and energies that might b e t t e r have been 
devoted to B. C. a f f a i r s were spent i n defending the 
le a d e r s ' a c t i o n s . 

The attempt by the B. C. s o c i a l i s t s to extend the 
SPC umbrella over the r e s t of Canada was almost c e r t a i n to 
f a i l . The two-party system was w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i n both 
the Maritimes and On t a r i o , and t h i s made i t more d i f f i c u l t 
f o r the s o c i a l i s t s to r e c r u i t f o l l o w e r s . 2 1 In Ontario the 
c r a f t unions were much"better e s t a b l i s h e d than i n B. C , 
and the appeal of labour p o l i t i c i a n s much more e n t i c i n g to 

See Appendix 11 f o r a short h i s t o r y of the 
development of the SPC i n the province of O n t a r i o , and i t s 
i n f l u e n c e on"the SPC i n B. C. 

See Chapter IX f o r a d i s c u s s i o n of the s i g n i f i c a n c e 
of .the party system on the growth of s o c i a l i s m . 
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those r e l a t i v e l y few people d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h the system, 
f o r O ntario, of a l l . the pr o v i n c e s , was an upwardly mobile 
s o c i e t y . At the height of i t s s t r e n g t h the SPC had no 
more than two thousand members outside the province of 
B r i t i s h Columbia, and the DEC devoted precious time, money 
and energy to keep the f l e d g l i n g groups outside of B. C. 
a l i v e and growing when a l l of t h i s might b e t t e r have been 
spent on the home f r o n t . 

In the b i d to e s t a b l i s h a n a t i o n a l p a r t y , the SPC 
leadership d i d not bargain f o r the ki n d of e f f o r t needed 
to make the dream a r e a l i t y . So c e r t a i n were they of the 
I n e v i t a b l e triumph of t h e i r cause that i n i t i a l l y they 
b e l i e v e d they had merely to put f o r t h the party name and 
people would f l o c k to i t when they became s o c i a l i s t s . 
Though u l t i m a t e l y the DEC expended considerable amounts 
of i t s resources i n the attempt to b u i l d a n a t i o n a l p a r t y , 
i t was never enough to s a t i s f y the eastern comrades. A 
t y p i c a l comment came from Fred Hyatt, organizer f o r Saint 
John, N.B.: 

Very seldom do we ever hear of the Dominion 
Executive worrying themselves about Eastern a f f a i r s . 
Our members pay t h e i r per c a p i t a , so I suppose 
a f t e r a l l they must belong to the S.P. of C. but 
i t i s i n name only and one of our members even 
suggested that i n s t e a d of paying the tax we ought 
to use i t r i g h t here i n SaintJohn,- seeing that we 
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22 get very l i t t l e b e n e f i t . 

But the DEC could not achieve the im p o s s i b l e , and 
t h e i r energies were needed at home i f the party i n B. C. 
was not to lose ground i n the face of the economic dynamism 
and business growth that c h a r a c t e r i z e d the f i r s t few years 
of McBride's premiership. 

For a party which depended f o r i t s support on 
a l i e n a t e d l a b o u r , the beginning of 1905 was not a p r o p i t i o u s 
time to launch a n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . A number of techno
l o g i c a l advances and a booming world market were combining 

2' 
to make the f i s h canning i n d u s t r y "unbelievably profitable'.' " 
At the same time, Canada's greatest p e r i o d of immigration 
had begun, and the r a p i d l y - s e t t l e d p r a i r i e provinces pro
vided a seemingly i n s a t i a b l e market f o r B. C. lumber. 
During t h i s p e r i o d too the Okanagan V a l l e y was recognized 
as a f r u i t - g r o w i n g area, and by 1908 over a m i l l i o n f r u i t 
trees had been planted or were i n production. T e c h n o l o g i c a l 
advances were also made i n the mining i n d u s t r y , and the 
great Consolidated Mining and Smelting Corporation was 
created through amalgamation of the Canadian P a c i f i c smelt-

2 2 C I a r i o n , A p r i l 16, 1911. 

23 
Ormsby, B r i t i s h Columbia: -a H i s t o r y , p. 339-
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i n g operation at T r a i l with, the Centre St a r and War Eagle 
24 

mines at Rossland and the St. Eugene lead mine at Moyle. 
At the same time the government was encouraging r a i l r o a d 
c o n s t r u c t i o n through s u b s i d i z a t i o n . A l l sectors welcomed 
the economic surge, and even the growth of b i g businesses 
through mergers, p r i c e f i x i n g and government subsidy met 
with few p r o t e s t s . Although during the booming years of 
the e a r l y McBride a d m i n i s t r a t i o n a large part of the n a t i o n a l 
resources, i n d u s t r y and wealth production of t h i s r i c h prov
ince were l a r g e l y c o n t r o l l e d by a handful of men who were 
u s u a l l y impervious to the needs of the community, pr o t e s t 
against t h i s s i t u a t i o n came almost e n t i r e l y from the 
s o c i a l i s t s . 

McBride was a shrewd p o l i t i c i a n and appeared to 
i d e n t i f y h i m s e l f with the wants of labour by a l l o w i n g the 
passage of l e g i s l a t i o n f o r safety r e g u l a t i o n s and sh o r t e r 
working hours i n the mines, and by r e c o g n i z i n g , i n h i s 
campaigns and speeches, the working c l a s s as an i n c r e a s i n g l y 

I b i d . , p. 3 4 l . In d e s c r i b i n g the growth of the 
B. C. economy i n a Montreal speech, McBride c i t e d the 
t o t a l output of manufacturers, f o r e s t s , mines, a g r i c u l t u r e , 
furs and f i s h e r i e s as: l 8 8 l - $ 8 , l l 6 , 3 5 5 ; l 8 9 1 - $ 2 2 , 2 1 3 , 5 7 5 ; 
1901-$45,00.0,00.0.; 1908-$60 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 (est.) Canadian Annual 
Review, 1 9 0 8 , p. 515- Quoted from Montreal Herald, Aug. 
18", 190 8. 
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s i g n i f i c a n t part of the p o l i t y . This made i t more d i f f i 
c u l t f o r the s o c i a l i s t s to r a l l y support by demonstrating 
that the s t a t e was the executive committee of the e x p l o i t i n g 
c l a s s . During these booming times workers were much more 
i n c l i n e d to j o i n unions than the SPC because i t was the 
unions which were committed to the goal of securing a l a r g e r 
share of the i n c r e a s i n g p r o v i n c i a l income f o r the workers. 
Even under these d i f f i c u l t circumstances, however, the SPC 
continued to hold l e g i s l a t i v e seats i n the mining areas and 
t h i s at l e a s t provided them with a base from which to con
tinue t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l work. 

Prom the e a r l i e s t years of the p a r t y , the years 
f i l l e d w i t h hope and success, the l e a d e r s h i p b e l i e v e d , as 
had Marx and Engels before them, i n the?.primacy of m a t e r i a l 
elements (the foremost being economic r e l a t i o n s h i p s ) over 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . They also b e l i e v e d w i t h Lenin that "The 
working c l a s s , e x c l u s i v e l y by i t s own e f f o r t , i s able to 
develop only trade union consciousness, i . e . , i t may i t s e l f 
r e a l i z e the n e c e s s i t y f o r combining i n unions, to f i g h t 
against the employers and to s t r i v e to compel the govern-

25 
ments to pass the necessary labour l e g i s l a t i o n , e t c . " 

5V. I. L e n i n , "What i s to be Done?" i n E s s e n t i a l  
Works of L e n i n j Ed., Henry M. Christman (New York, Bantam 
Books,1966), p. 74. 
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As a r e s u l t , the SPC's a c t i v i t i e s as a p o l i t i c a l party-
were not p r i m a r i l y d i r e c t e d toward winning e l e c t i o n s but 
toward educating the working c l a s s i n a v a r i e t y of ways. 
Although the party followed the Marxist view that i t was 
the r e l a t i o n s of production i n s o c i e t y that were the 
causes of inexorable s o c i a l change, they also h e l d w i t h 
Lenin that t h e i r task was to combat " s p o n t a n e i t y , " — i . e . , 
the tendency f o r workers, i n t h e i r s t r i v i n g to obt a i n a 
f a i r e r share of the f r u i t s of t h e i r p r o d u c t i o n , to come 
under the wing of the b o u r g e o i s i e , e s p e c i a l l y where unions 
were i n v o l v e d . As Lenin wrote, t h i s "subservience to the 
spontaneity of the labour movement, the b e l i t t l i n g of the 
r o l e of the 'conscious element' of the r o l e of S o c i a l 
Democracy, means, whether one l i k e s i t or not, growth of 

26 

i n f l u e n c e of bourgeois ideology among the workers. 
Hence the SPC took up the p o l i t i c a l education of the 
working c l a s s and.the development of the l a t t e r ' s p o l i t i 
c a l consciousness. This was indeed a formidable task i n 
a s o c i e t y which was i n f a c t an upwardly mobile one f o r 
many people and thus gave the l i e to the message of the 

2 7 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e . 

2 6 I b i d . , p. 74 . 

2 7See Chapter IX. 
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Since the o r g a n i z i n g a c t i v i t i e s of the party 
centered-about the prime f u n c t i o n of education and not on 
the s e t t i n g up of an e l e c t o r a l machine, l o c a l s were organ
i z e d as a means of b r i n g i n g members together i n order to 
make good s o c i a l i s t s of them. The f u n c t i o n of the l o c a l 
was to hold r e g u l a r classes i n Economics and H i s t o r y , to 
act as the fulcrum i n the area f o r the o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
meetings f e a t u r i n g speakers from both the SPC and the 
United S t a t e s , to provide speakers f o r s t r e e t - c o r n e r 
meetings (a very popular method at the time f o r p u b l i c i z 
i n g views), to d i s t r i b u t e free l i t e r a t u r e p u b lished by the 

2 8 

Dominion Executive Committee, s e l l pamphlets, a n d — 
l a s t l y — t o work during e l e c t i o n s . They were also to nom
ina t e candidates f o r e l e c t i o n s , but t h i s i n f a c t was a 
l i m i t e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y since the l e a d e r s h i p i n Vancouver 
o f t e n ran i n r i d i n g s outside the Vancouver area. 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to assess the success of the party's 
29 

e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t s . J C e r t a i n l y among the f a i t h f u l , whose 
numbers during the pre World War I p e r i o d never f e l l below 

According to a speech by Jack Kavarau-gh i n the Royal 
Theatre, reported i n the B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t on Oct. 1 1 , 
1 9 1 8 , i n l e s s than ten years the SPC had s o l d In the West 
over $10,00.0. worth of l i t e r a t u r e i n the form of pamphlets 
and small t r a c t s . At a probable average cost of 1 0 e a c h 
t h i s would amount to 100^000 pieces of l i t e r a t u r e . 

See Chapter IX. 
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a thousand i n B. C. ̂  and were oft e n much l a r g e r , there 
i s no doubt that membership i n the SPC served to maintain 
a b e l i e f i n Marxian and world s o c i a l i s m . In the Vancouver 
area p a r t i c u l a r l y there were ample o p p o r t u n i t i e s to meet 
others with s i m i l a r b e l i e f s . The SPC headquarters was 
"open every day and most nights and there were always 
lar g e gatherings d i s c u s s i n g every phase of i n d u s t r i a l and 

31 
p o l i t i c a l l i f e . " In a d d i t i o n to the Western C l a r i o n with 
i t s f r e q u e n t l y mundane and o c c a s i o n a l l y b r i l l i a n t Marxian 

32 
analyses, the p u b l i c speaking, and the c l a s s e s i n H i s t o r y , 
Economics and Philosophy, a number of l e s s c e r e b r a l a c t i v i 
t i e s were c a r r i e d on r e g u l a r l y . May 1, the Labour Day of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Unionism, was always ce l e b r a t e d i n the Lower 
Mainland with a large p i c n i c or evening p a r t y , w i t h the 
i n e v i t a b l e speeches. As the Province wrote i n r e p o r t i n g 
one such p i c n i c of over two hundred i n North Vancouver, 
"Every s o c i a l i s t p r ides h i m s e l f on the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
features of h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n . So i t was not s u r p r i s i n g 

30 Interview w i t h W. W. Lefeaux, May 2 5 , 1966. 

L e t t e r from J . 
possession of author. 

A. MacDonald, Sept. 1966, i n 

32 C e r t a i n l y D. J McKenzie's work would f a l l i n t o 
t h i s category. 
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that there were speeches and songs i n h a l f the languages 
33 

of Europe." This was an important occasion and i n the 
event of r a i n , or May 1 not f a l l i n g on a Saturday, Sunday 

34 
or Monday, the c e l e b r a t i o n was held i n the evening w i t h 

35 
"songs, speeches, food and dancing." Another occasion 
celebrated f o r a number of years was "Bloody Sunday," 
commemorating the massacre of the peasants i n St. P e t e r s 
burg on January 20, 1905- Money r a i s e d at these events 
was sent to support the peasants i n R u s s i a . 3 ^ One of the 
important annual events, l i m i t e d to Vancouver, was the 
commemoration of the P a r i s Commune. This was an occasion 
f o r a banquet and a charge of one d o l l a r was l e v i e d . Even 

3 3 
Vancouver D a i l y Province, May 1, 1905-

34 
J May 1 was not a gazetted h o l i d a y and, w i t h the 

six-day work week, Sunday was the only day on which a 
p i c n i c could be h e l d . . I t was considered c o r r e c t to c e l e 
brate the day before or the day a f t e r May 1, but any 
f u r t h e r away would not seem l i k e a true remembrance and 
hence the a l t e r n a t i v e of evening p a r t i e s . 

3 5 V i c t o r i a C o l o n i s t , May.2, 1908. 
3 6 

Vancouver D a i l y Province, Jan. 22, 1906. The 
paper c a r r i e d a d e t a i l e d report of'the speeches of Burns 
and Kingsley ( N. L. Joanson, a recent l i e u t e n a n t i n the 
Russian Army j u s t r e l e a s e d from a Japanese p r i s o n e r - o f -
war camp, was the a d v e r t i s e d speaker but he was unable to 
attend) and the news that $32 had been c o l l e c t e d to send 
to the Russian peasants. The C l a r i o n , Jan. 20, 1906, 
reported that $40 had been r a i s e d to send to the Russian 
R e v o l u t i o n a r i e s . 

< 
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so, attendance never f e l l below a hundred. -" 

Both the s i z e of the SPC i n B. C. and p u b l i c 
i n t e r e s t i n s o c i a l i s m f l u c t u a t e d between 1905 and 1925, 

w i t h the periods 1910-1916 and 1920-1925 r e p r e s e n t i n g the 
low p o i n t s . One i n d i c a t i o n of t h i s f l u c t u a t i n g i n t e r e s t 
was the s i z e of the p u b l i c meetings held by the party i n 
Vancouver. During the e a r l y years of s o c i a l i s t a c t i v i t y 
i n the c i t y , p u b l i c meetings outgrew the rooms above 
Ernest Burns' Second Hand Store on Cordova S t r e e t , moved 
to the S u l l i v a n H a l l , then to a small Cordova S t r e e t 
t h e a t r e , and e v e n t u a l l y to the C i t y H a l l , w i t h a s e a t i n g 

3 ft 

capacity of some four to f i v e hundred. Prom 1905 to 
1910 the SPC h e l d meetings almost every Sunday night 
during the winter months. The l a r g e r Empress Theatre on 
East Hastings Street was used f o r these meetings and, 
according to W. W. Lefeaux, i t was not unusual to have 

3 9 
"hundreds of people turned away" from the door. y I t i s 

3(In a l e t t e r from J . A. McDonald, Sept. 1966, 
i n possession of author. 

Vancouver D a i l y Province, Oct. 11, 1906, reports 
an SPC-sponsored meeting at C i t y H a l l w i t h standing room 
only and, f o r some unknown reason, mentions that there 
were "over 200 l a d i e s " i n attendance. 

^ I n t e r v i e w w i t h W. W. Lefeaux, May 25, 1966. Mr. 
Lefeaux s a i d meetings at the Empress Theatre averaged 1500 
to 1700 people. 
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i n t e r e s t i n g to note the comments of a B r i t i s h observer 
at one of these meetings: 

I was present at a s o c i a l i s t meeting i n 
Vancouver, which was he l d on a Sunday evening 
i n a large music h a l l , and was w e l l attended. 
I t i s d i f f i c u l t to judge status by dress i n the 
Dominion, as there i s a uniform a i r of w e l l - t o -
do-ness about a l l c l a s s e s . I t was qu i t e evident 
from a glance at the audience that i t was not" 
comprised of those who espouse S o c i a l i s m as a 
p o s s i b l e s o l u t i o n of problems of which they are 
the immediate v i c t i m s . Many of them were i n 
evening dress, and the occupants of boxes at 
the sides of the b u i l d i n g , which i n c l u d e d l a d i e s , 
looked as i f economic laws had not dealt unkindly 
with them, S o c i a l i s m or no Socialism.^ 0 

A f t e r 1910 there were sporadic attempts to hold 
large meetings, but i n most instances i t appeared that 
the SPC had l o s t i t s drawing power. Some meetings h e l d 
during the 1912-1914 Coal S t r i k e ^ 1 were s u c c e s s f u l , but 

^ uJoseph Adams, Ten Thousand M i l e s Through Canada 
(London: Methuen, 1913) pp. 1 9 1 - 1 9 2 . Since the date and 
l o c a t i o n of the meeting are not given, i t i s impossible to 
i d e n t i f y the meeting i n question. While the SPC member
ship i t s e l f was c e r t a i n l y working c l a s s , the party d i d 
sponsor speakers and debates which would have been of 
i n t e r e s t to a wide audience. For example, Bowser spoke on 
Workmen's Compensation at an SPC-sponsored meeting, and 
President K l i n c k of the U n i v e r s i t y of B r i t i s h Columbia 
chaired at l e a s t one debate with SPC sponsorship. Such 
meetings would probably have drawn a crowd not u n l i k e that 
described by Adams. 

41 
The Vancouver I s l a n d Coal S t r i k e l a s t e d two years 

and although many of the s t r i k e r s i n v o l v e d were SPC 
members the SPC d i d not do much to support the s t r i k e . 
They d i d j o i n the Miner's L i b e r a t i o n League i n a concerted 
a c t i o n with .other such groups as the B. C. Federation of 
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i n the main these were sponsored j o i n t l y w i t h other groups 

and thus d i d not n e c e s s a r i l y indicate, any renewed i n t e r e s t 

i n the SPC. 

During World War I i n t e r e s t i n the s o c i a l i s t cause 
temporarily r e v i v e d : In 1915 a crowd of s i x t e e n hundred 
attended the Avenue Theatre to hear a disfeussion.of the 
proposed new Workmen's Compensation Act by the Honourable 
W. J . Bowser, Attorney General and.Acting Premier of 
B r i t i s h Columbia, and Jack Ha r r i n g t o n , one of the l e a d i n g 

4? 

l i g h t s of the SPC. During 1917, 1918 and 1919 , the A n t i -
C o n s c r i p t i o n campaign, the i n t e r v e n t i o n i n Russia by A l l i e d 
t r o o p s , and the Winnipeg General S t r i k e sparked f u r t h e r 

Labour, the I.W.W. and the S o c i a l Democratic P a r t y , to 
work to release the miners who had been j a i l e d , but soon 
l e f t i n a dispute with the I.W.W. over t a c t i c s . See 
Chapter V I I , pp.3»j -31^ f o r a more extensive d i s c u s s i o n of 
t h i s s t r i k e . 

42 
B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , June 4 , 1915• The paper a l s o 

reported that hundreds were turned away. Even though i t 
was a B. C. S o c i a l i s t Party.;/;'M.E.A. (Jack Hawthornthwaite) 
who had been i n s t r u m e n t a l i n having the f i r s t Workmen's 
Compensation Act i n B. C. passed, the SPC took the Marxist 
view that " t h i s measure...was merely i n response to the 
desi r e of the executive of the employment c l a s s to l e s s e n 
the burden of the employers by g i v i n g them a cheaper form 
of p r o t e c t i o n than could be obtained from p r i v a t e 
companies." 
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i n t e r e s t i n the p a r t y . H J The Royal Theatre was constantly 
f i l l e d f o r party meetings and during a good part of 1919 

i t was necessary to use two t h e a t r e s , the Royal and the 
44 

Columbia, to handle the audiences. 
These lar g e meetings were an important aspect of 

the SPC's attempt to spread the Gospel according to Marx. 
In the smaller communities, however, the party concentrated 
i t s e f f o r t s i n the development of l o c a l s . Although always 

43 ' 
These issues are discussed f u r t h e r i n Chapter 

V I I I . The SPC's view of c o n s c r i p t i o n was that the war was 
between c a p i t a l i s t s over markets; since i t d i d not concern 
the workingman, a l l members of the p r o l e t a r i a t should 
refuse to f i g h t . The party had been acutely disappointed 
when the various s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s i n Europe had f a l l e n 
i n t o l i n e with t h e i r n a t i o n a l i s t governments, but they were 
able to make common cause of the a n t i - c o n s c r i p t i o n campaign 
with some elements of the Western Labour movement who 
argued that there should not be manpower c o n s c r i p t i o n w i t h 
out wealth c o n s c r i p t i o n . Some of the le a d i n g p a r t i c i p a n t s 
i n the Winnipeg General S t r i k e were members of the SPC (eg., 
R. J . Johns, R. B. R u s s e l l and W. A. P r i t c h a r d ) and i n 
Vancouver much of the p r o t e s t and the sympathetic s t r i k e 
were i n i t i a t e d e i t h e r by the SPC i t s e l f or members of the 
SPC who he l d l e a d i n g p o s i t i o n s i n the labour movement. 
During the t r i a l of the Winnipeg General S t r i k e leaders 
the prosecution c a l l e d a t t e n t i o n t o the i n f l u e n c e of SPC 
p u b l i c a t i o n s on the minds of s t r i k e p a r t i c i p a n t s . 

44 
This was a p a r t i c u l a r l y tense p e r i o d i n Western 

Canada, and other groups besides the SPC were also drawing 
large crowds to theatre meetings. During l a t e 1918 and 
ea r l y 1919 there were oft e n four theatres f i l l e d to 
capacity on a Sunday evening: the SPC i n the Royal and 
Columbia and the Federated Labour Party i n the Rex and the 
Broadway. (The Dec. 6 , 1918 issue of the B. C. Federation-
i s t reported a s e r i e s of F.L.P. l e c t u r e s f e a t u r i n g such 
speakers as J . S. Woodsworth, R. P. P e t t i p i e c e , Jack 
Kavanaugh, Ernest Burns and E. T. Kingsley.) 
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short of funds, i t managed throughout 1905-1918 to keep 
at l e a s t one organizer i n the f i e l d , and often two or 
three. In r e t u r n f o r a pledge of SPC support i n running 
f o r p u b l i c o f f i c e , a candidate was r e q u i r e d to promise 
t h a t , i f e l e c t e d , he would work f o r the party when not 
in v o l v e d i n L e g i s l a t i v e business. As a r e s u l t , much of 
the time the party had Hawthornthwaite, W i l l i a m s , Mclnnis 
and ( i n A l b e r t a ) O'Brien working as o r g a n i z e r s , i n 
a d d i t i o n to the few s a l a r i e d men they were able to keep on 
the road. 

Many of the l o c a l s were ephemeral, some needing 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r every e l e c t i o n or every v i s i t of the 
or g a n i z e r ; others endured f o r many years. They c l u s t e r e d 
around the coal mining area of Vancouver I s l a n d , the 
Lower Mainland area, the Okanagan Lake area plus the mining 
towns of Hedley and P r i n c e t o n , and p a r t i c u l a r l y around the 
southeastern part of the province i n the Kootenay-Boundary 
mining d i s t r i c t . 

The l o c a l s i n the Okanagan were never l a r g e : none 
ever numbered more than twenty-five members, and more oft e n 
they had around ten. Though the SPC made concerted e f f o r t s 
to organize the Okanagan farmers, the party had l i t t l e 

Charles O'Brien was e l e c t e d on the SPC t i c k e t to 
the A l b e r t a l e g i s l a t u r e i n 1 9 0 9 , the only member of the 
Party to be so e l e c t e d outside of B. C. 
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appeal to these small property owners who were themselves 
employers of wage labour at various times. During the 
f i r s t quarter of 1 9 0 8 , C. M. O'Brien was sent on a speaking 
and o r g a n i z i n g tour throughout the whole area without much 
success, although i t was reported from Mara that "Comrade 
O'Brien completely drove away that s t u p i d i d e a that a l o t 
of the small farmers have, v i z . ; that the S o c i a l i s t s are 

46 

a f t e r t h e i r farms and homes." In the same r e p o r t , how
ever, the w r i t e r went on to say that the farmers " p e r s i s t e d 
i n b e l i e v i n g i t (Jhat the S o c i a l i s t s are a f t e r t h e i r farms 
and homes} i n s p i t e of a l l the t e l l i n g to the c o n t r a r y , 
and a l l the l i t e r a t u r e sent to them on the subject of 

" 4 7 
s o c i a l i s m by t h i s l o c a l . " The essence of the argument 
used w i t h the farmers was contained i n a C l a r i o n a r t i c l e 
by O'Brien e n t i t l e d "The 'Independence' of the Small 
Farmer" i n which he says, 

The small farmers, i t would appear, do not work 
f o r wages. They own, (or t h i n k they own-usually 
the l a t t e r ) a s mall piece of p r i v a t e property. 
But t h e i r product, beef, wheat, e t c . , must have 
access to p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y - e l e v a t o r s , r a i l w a y s , 
steamships, m i l l s , packing houses, tramways, 
e t c . , so they too must pay a t r i b u t e . That  
t r i b u t e i s everything they produce. 
Z J T ~ 

4 f-i 

C l a r i o n , Feb. 1 5 , 1908. 

4 7 I b i d . , Feb ., 8 , 1911 . 
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The small farmers have no r e g u l a r payday, 
but they and t h e i r wives and c h i l d r e n r e c e i v e 
i n exchange f o r t h e i r product, which i s the 
r e s u l t of the expenditure of t h e i r labour 
power, j u s t what the wage-earners receive-on 
the average j u s t enough to enable them to get 
food, c l o t h i n g and s h e l t e r to produce again 
next year. U s u a l l y the farmer's crop i s -
mortaged i n advance. 
Wage-earners only work f o r small farmers as 
a l a s t r e s o r t , i n preference to s t a r v a t i o n , 
because with small farmers they have to work 
harder and f o r longer hours and f o r smaller 
pay than i s customary among wage-earners.... 
So, i f p o s s i b l e , the c o n d i t i o n of the. small 
farmer under the r u l e of c a p i t a l i s worse 
than that of the very poorest p a i d wage-earner. 
The s o - c a l l e d ownership by the small farmers 
of a l i t t l e . p r i v a t e property i n the means of 
wealth production i s simply a whip that lashes 
them to- work harder and longer hours and l i v e 
more s t i n t e d l y than the c a p i t a l i s t can get 
wage-earners to submit t o . They s t r u g g l e 
harder to r e t a i n what they b e l i e v e to be t h e i r 
ownership over property than they would do 
were they propertyless.^° 

Prom December, 1 9 1 0 , to March, 1911 , Gerald 
Desmond worked the Okanagan area as a f u l l - t i m e organizer, 
During h i s t r i p four l o c a l s were set up, s i x t e e n meetings 
h e l d , about the same number of Economic c l a s s e s , a 
hundred d o l l a r s ' worth of l i t e r a t u r e was s o l d , and about 

49 
f o r t y s u b s c r i p t i o n s to the . C l a r i o n . This may not seem 

^ 8 E b i d . , June 1 3 , 1 9 0 8 . 

4 9 I b i d . , March 2 5 , 1911-
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l i k e a bad b i t of work i n a l i t t l e over three months, but 
i n f a c t i t was the townspeople whom Desmond reached and 

not the farmers. He r e p o r t e d , 
This i s i n some ways a p e c u l i a r d i s t r i c t . Quite 
a percentage of the "ranchers" are p e t t y 
bourgeois E n g l i s h that have been frozen out of 
i n d u s t r i a l l i f e and are i n a g r i c u l t u r e as a 
" l a s t hope." These people are under the d e l u s i o n 
that they are going to make anything from ten 
thousand per cent up out of a g r i c u l t u r e "when the 
trees come up bearing" and don't want S o c i a l i s m . 
I don't bother w i t h them....the farmers f i n d i t 
harder to grasp s o c i a l production than any other 
s e c t i o n of the workers. 

Moreover the farmer s u f f e r s from another d e l u s i o n 
that the pure and simple wage worker does not 
have and that i s that he i s a c a p i t a l i s t . F u l l y 
h a l f of them have t h i s i d e a and uphold i t . 5 0 

Even the s p e c i a l e d i t i o n s of the C l a r i o n which were d i r e c t e d 
e s p e c i a l l y to the farmers f a i l e d to induce them to see the 
l i g h t of the s o c i a l i s t day. The Okanagan never became a 
f e r t i l e s o c i a l i s t f i e l d . 

A f u r t h e r attempt to reach the f a r m e r s — t h i s time i n 
A l b e r t a — w a s made by R. P. P e t t i p i e c e when, as organizer 
f o r the A l b e r t a Trades and Labour Congress, he was a guest 

51 
speaker at the annual convention of The Society of Equity 

D I b i d . , Feb. 8 , 1911. 
51 

The Society of Equity was a group of A l b e r t a 
farmers who organized as a pressure group to t r y to get 
p r i c e s t a b i l i z a t i o n , lower f r e i g h t r a t e s , import tax 
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on November 14, 1907. "This bunch of what I c a l l cut
throats sees how things are going," s a i d P e t t i p i e c e , "so 
they are f i l l i n g the v o t e r s ' places by non-voting A s i a t i c 
labour. The c a p i t a l i s t s are s k i n n i n g the labour men i n 
B. C. every day, and the only d i f f e r e n c e with the farmers 

52 
i s , they are skinned wholesale once a year." Although 
the Society of Equity was considered l e s s conservative than 
farmers i n g e n e r a l , P e t t i p i e c e d i d not manage to persuade 
them to the s o c i a l i s t cause. When the A l b e r t a TLC held a 
convention the f o l l o w i n g month and i n v i t e d delegates from 
the Society- of E q u i t y , P e t t i p i e c e chaired the Resolutions 
Committee, which he loaded w i t h s o c i a l i s t s . The committee 
recommended the adoption of the SPC p l a t f o r m , but t h i s was 
s t r o n g l y opposed by the farmer r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s "who work 
f o r p r o f i t " s ince the p l a t f o r m "does not favour working f o r 

53 
p r o f i t . " Though the recommendations of the Resolutions 
Committee were passed, thanks to the s o c i a l i s t s i n the TLC 
r e l i e f , e t c . , f o r the farmers. They worked c l o s e l y with 
the A l b e r t a Trades and Labour Congress executive on a 
number of i s s u e s . I t was Equity members who l a t e r became 
the backbone of the United Farmers of A l b e r t a . 

52 
Canadian Annual Review, 1 9 0 7 , p. 2 87-

The V o i c e , Dec. 2 7 , 1907. 
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the farmers i n A l b e r t a no longer sought a working r e l a -
54 

t i o n s h i p w i t h e i t h e r labour or the s o c i a l i s t s . Agrarian 
a g i t a t i o n f o r change d i d surface i n B. C. and some other 
provinces during the war, but the answers sought were not 
provided by the s o c i a l i s t s , and the farmers went t h e i r own 
way through t h e i r own p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s such as the United 
Farmers of Alberta., the United Farmers of O n t a r i o , and the 
P r o g r e s s i v e s . In B. C. they continued to support the " o l d -
l i n e " p a r t i e s , with the minor exception of the Courtenay 

55 
area, where there was strong farmer support f o r the SPC. 

On Vancouver I s l a n d the SPC l o c a l s were a c t i v e and 
sympathy f o r the s o c i a l i s t s ' cause was strong as evidenced 
by the continued e l e c t i o n to the p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t u r e of 
Williams and Hawthornthwaite and, l a t e r , Jack Place. The 
nature of the membership, however, changed over the years. 
E a r l i e r the c o a l miners had been predominantly of B r i t i s h 
o r i g i n and i t was they who gave the i n i t i a l impetus to the 
s o c i a l i s t cause i n t h i s area. Gradually men from other 
n a t i o n a l groups came to work i n the mines and e v e n t u a l l y 
outnumbered Anglo-rSaxons i n the growing lumbering and 

This convention and a s i m i l a r one i n B. C. are 
discussed more f u l l y l a t e r i n t h i s chapter. 

Harrington s a i d one area here was known by the 
l o c a l s as " S o c i a l i s t V a l l e y . " 
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logging i n d u s t r y i n the area. In 1910 a member of the 
South Wel l i n g t o n l o c a l complained about the lack of 
i n t e r e s t i n the SPC among the B r i t i s h e r s , saying that " i f 
i t were not f o r our ' f o r e i g n ' comrades... our meetings 

56 
would c e r t a i n l y be empty." On an o r g a n i z i n g t r i p through 
the I s l a n d a year e a r l i e r , Jack Harrington had commented on 
the same phenomenon: 

On to Campbell R i v e r and i n t o the logging.camps— 
found that the E n g l i s h were not i n t e r e s t e d i n 
S o c i a l i s m and that only the f o r e i g n e r s were 
w i l l i n g to l i s t e n . These "ignorant" (?) f o r e i g n e r s 
were studying s o c i a l i s t books; but our E n g l i s h 
f r i e n d s not f o r them. They were s a t i s f i e d . 
In Lund I got another c o l d r e c e p t i o n from more 
" s a l t of the e a r t h , " t h i s time Americans, not a 
word would they r e p l y to my questions, l o o k i n g up 
from t h e i r game of cards as i f I were a bad s m e l l . 
I again sought salve f o r my wounded f e e l i n g s amid 
the ignorant foreigners.57 

This s h i f t i n g support had i m p l i c a t i o n s f o r the SPC, as 
would be seen the f o l l o w i n g year when c e r t a i n elements 
would break away to form the S o c i a l Democratic Party of 
Canada. 

One of the d i f f i c u l t i e s faced by the SPC i n main-

56 
J C l a r i o n , March 1 9 , 1910 

5 7 I b i d . , Aug. 2 8 , 1909. 

5 8 S e e Chapter V I I . 
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t a i n i n g l o c a l s was the system of b l a c k l i s t i n g used by 
employers to force troublemakers out of t h e i r area. 
Through a cooperative l i s t , the c o a l operators were able 
i n t h i s way to r i d themselves of some of the s o c i a l i s t s 
who had been a c t i v e i n union a c t i v i t i e s . Some of the out
casts changed occupations, but others moved to the Kootenay 
Boundary mining area only to f i n d that they were faced 

59 
with the same problem there. 

In the southeastern corner of the province, the 
s o c i a l i s t s were always able to r a l l y support among the 
miners, but the miners were also strong union supporters, 
f i r s t of the Western Federation of Miners and then of the 
Mine, M i l l and Smelter Workers. Employer o p p o s i t i o n was 
a constant hazard. Coupled with the use of the b l a c k l i s t 

59: 

An example i s given i n a report from o r g a n i z e r 
O'Brien i n Ladysmith: "This i s Dunsmuir's personal 
b a i l i w i c k . The spy or Ein>ke-r,t;on d e t e c t i v e business i s i n 
force here to a much greater extent that any place I have 
ever seen. From what I can l e a r n even the post o f f i c e 
here i s more than expected £sic] of being an e x c e l l e n t 
bureau of informa t i o n ©or the mine bosses....At any rate 
our boys who have been a c t i v e i n the past and who are now 
a c t i v e f i n d i t extremely d i f f i c u l t to dispose of t h e i r 
l a b o r power i n t h i s camp. The thousand and one i n f l u e n c e s 
known to every wage-slave are brought to bear upon them 
to compel them to q u i t t h e i r employment and i n many cases 
they are f i r e d o u t r i g h t upon the s l i g h t e s t of p r e t e x t s . 
Once they have q u i t or been l a i d o f f , i t i s almost 
impossible f o r them to get on again....The propaganda 
meetings were discontinued because they afforded the 
bosses an opportunity to v i c t i m i z e . . . " , Western C l a r i o n , 
Nov. 9, 1907-
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were open attempts by employers to i n f l u e n c e the workers 
to vote f o r c e r t a i n candidates i n municipal and p r o v i n c i a l 
e l e c t i o n s as w e l l as i n union e l e c t i o n s . An example i s 
c i t e d i n a report from A. E. Hardy, w r i t i n g about the 
"Class War" i n Grand Forks: 

Mr. Hodges,^ the manager of the Granby Mining 
Company, and autocrat of the boundary D i s t r i c t , 
i s very busy g e t t i n g bunches of the men i n t o h i s 
o f f i c e l a t e l y , and t e l l i n g them they must not g 
e l e c t the men that have been d i s c r i m i n a t e d against-, 
at the forthcoming e l e c t i o n of union o f f i c e r s . 
The o f f i c e r s of t h i s union are, and have been, 
class-conscious S o c i a l i s t s who would not allow the 
Granby to handle them....We had never had any 
t r o u b l e here u n t i l t h i s would-be t y r a n t and despot, 
Mr. Hodges, s t a r t e d the b a l l r o l l i n g . But the 
game i s n ' t over yet. This i s the man that t h r e a t 
ened a union committee that the outrages committed 
by the mine owners i n C r i p p l e Creek and the Coeur 
d ' A l e n e s 6 2 would be committed here i n the event of 
a s t r i k e , and who s a i d to the same committee, 
"What do we care f o r your laws, we can buy law."... 

I t was a nice p i c t u r e here at the recent c i t y 
e l e c t i o n s to see t h i s f o r e i g n c o r p o r a t i o n whose 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e s here are f o r e i g n e r s without a 
vote i n the country, d i c t a t i n g to Canadian c i t i z e n s 
how they could vote. This should be an eye-opener 
to some of those p a t r i o t i c c i t i z e n s who imagine 
they are free men i n a free country w i t h a vote to 

Hodges had p r e v i o u s l y h e l d management posts i n the 
Colorado mines where there were f i e r c e b a t t l e s between 
employer and employee. 

g I 

This r e f e r s to the b l a c k l i s t e d men who, though 
not employed by the Company, were s t i l l members of the 
union. 

6 2 C r i p p l e Creek was a gold mining town i n Colorado 



234 

do°as they please w i t h , W J 

Apparently t h i s was not an i s o l a t e d event. In .1910 Matthew 

H a l l i d a y described the Granby Mining Company a c t i v i t i e s i n 

Phoenix, B . C . : 
A short time ago Phoenix Miner's Union h e l d 
e l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s and Yours T r u l y (Matt. 
H a l l i d a y ) was the S o c i a l i s t candidate f o r 
F i n a n c i a l Secretary. The Granby Company down 
to t h e i r petty bosses d i d a l l i n t h e i r power 
to have me defeated, which I was by a small 
majo r i t y and the r e s u l t s s c a t t e r e d a l l over 
the l o c a l press....The reason f o r the deep 
i n t e r e s t taken by the Granby Co. i s the 
"Workmen's Compensation Act" which works a 
hardship on them when he (sicj don't have a 
"Reasonable" man to deal w i t h as Secretary. 
T i c k l e d by t h e i r success the Granby Co. 
s t a r t e d "rubbing i t i n " by f i r i n g Comrades 
Powchuk, Bohanas and L a c k i e , the le a d i n g s p i r i t s 
of the Uk r a i n i a n L o c a l . 
In summing up the s i t u a t i o n i n Phoenix, I f i n d 
that f e a r of the Granby Co. keeps men from 
v o i c i n g t h e i r sentiments i n p u b l i c , but f e a r 
of the Granby Mine keeps the more i n t e l l i g e n t 
away.64 

Reporting some impressions of the 1908 convention i n Nelson, 
Wallace Lefeaux wrote that "Ninety per. cent of these men 

and the scene of v i o l e n t labour s t r i f e during the l 8 9 0's 
and e a r l y 1900.'.s. Coeur d'Alene was a mining town i n 
Idaho and the scene of the b l o o d i e s t b a t t l e s between the 
Western Federation of Miners and the mine owners. 

6 3 C l a r i o n , Feb. 2 2 , 1 9 0 8 . 

I b i d . , J u l y 2 3 , 1910. 
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were b l a c k l i s t e d as f a r as g e t t i n g work was concerned, f o r 
a s o c i a l i s t i s a dangerous man f o r the r u l i n g - c l a s s ; when 
working w i t h other men he t a i n t s them with ideas that are 
a menace to the prsent j s i c j g l o r i o u s system."^ 5 

I t i s known that b l a c k l i s t i n g was a common p r a c t i c e 
before the days of strong unions p r o t e c t e d by adequate 
l e g i s l a t i o n , but j u s t how widespread the p r a c t i c e was i s 
hard to determine; one side n a t u r a l l y tends to overstate 
and the other to understate the extent of I t . At any r a t e , 
i t was s u f f i c i e n t l y widespread to req u i r e that the SPC 
endeavour to keep an organizer In the f i e l d as constantly 
as finances would a l l o w , since b l a c k l i s t e d men were always 
on the move and therefore the l o c a l s were c o n t i n u a l l y 
needing to be reorganized. In the t r i a n g l e formed by 
Rey.elstoke, R o s s l a n d - T r a i l and F e r n i e , the SPC had twenty-
two l o c a l s , but no organizer was ever able to keep a l l of 
them a c t i v e simultaneously. The ost r a c i s m , the i t i n e r a n t 
nature of some of the mines and the m o b i l i t y of many of 
the miners m i l i t a t e d against SPC e f f o r t s to develop,a mass 
p a r t y , although at times they were able to d e l i v e r enough 
votes to e l e c t an SPC candidate and to work e f f e c t i v e l y 
w i t h the WFM and the Mine, M i l l and Smelter Workers Union. 

6 5 C l a r i o n , June 6, 1908. 
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I t i s i n Vancouver, however, l o n g known t o r e v o l u -
6 6 

t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s as the c r a d l e o f s o c i a l i s m i n Canada, 

and s e a t o f b o t h the Dominion and P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e 

Committees, where one would expect t o f i n d f l o u r i s h i n g 

l o c a l s w o r k i n g d i l i g e n t l y toward the mill.enhlum,. T h i s , how

e v e r , was not the case. A d m i t t e d l y t h e r e was always at 

l e a s t one l o c a l i n Vancouver and sometimes as many as t h r e e 

( p l u s some " f o r e i g n " l o c a l s d i s c u s s e d below) but n o n e t h e l e s s 

t h e r e was a c o n s t a n t s t r u g g l e t o i n s p i r e the membership t o 

a c t i o n and t o i n c r e a s e the s i z e o f the membership body. At 

times L o c a l 1 b o a s t e d over a hundred members, but at o t h e r 

times the number would drop to t w e n t y - f i v e , w i t h a h a n d f u l 

o f members c a r r y i n g on the a c t i v e work. The C l a r i o n c a r r i e d 

i nnumerable p l e a s f o r Vancouver members t o come out t o 

membership m e e t i n g s , and F r e d e r i c P e r r y , s e c r e t a r y o f the 

Vancouver l o c a l , wrote t h a t the i n a c t i v i t y o f the l o c a l 

(about which c o m p l a i n t s were v o i c e d ) was bound t o c o n t i n u e 
"as l o n g as the L o c a l meetings c o n s i s t o f the u s u a l n i n e 

6 7 
or t e n . . . . " I n the e a r l y y e a r s o f the SPC, a c t i v i t y i n 

Vancouver c e n t e r e d around the e f f o r t s o f the PEC and the 

Nanaimo i s c o n s i d e r e d t o be the b i r t h p l a c e o f 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y M a r x i a n S o c i a l i s m i n Canada s i n c e i t was her e 
t h a t the R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f B. C. s t a r t e d . 
L a t e r the p a r t y j o i n e d w i t h the B r i t i s h Columbia S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t y to become the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y of B. C. (See Chapter V.) 

6 7 C l a r i o n , Nov. 9, 1907. 
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DEC t o extend the p a r t y throughout t h e p r o v i n c e and the 

dominion and-to produce the Western C l a r i o n . . These t a s k s 

absorbed the t a l e n t s o f the more e n e r g e t i c w i t h i n the c i t y , 

l e a v i n g the job' o f expanding the Vancouver membership t o 

l e s s e r l i g h t s . I t was not u n t i l a f t e r 1910 when the p a r t y , 

through d i s a f f e c t i o n o f the e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t s and 

the f o r e i g n l o c a l s , had l o s t a g r e a t p r o p o r t i o n o f bo t h i t s 

n a t i o n a l and p r o v i n c i a l membership, t h a t a t t e n t i o n was 

t u r n e d t o o r g a n i z i n g w i t h i n Vancouver. 

There are o t h e r reasons why Vancouver was not the 

hot-bed o f s o c i a l i s m one m i g h t . e x p e c t , c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t i t 

was the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and i n t e l l e c t u a l c e n t e r o f the move

ment. By the f i r s t decade o f the c e n t u r y Vancouver had 

w r e s t e d f i n a n c i a l c o n t r o l o f the p r o v i n c e from V i c t o r i a 

and was growing r a p i d l y , f e d by the r e s o u r c e development 

i n m i n i n g , l u m b e r i n g and f i s h i n g . I n s o c i o l o g i c a l terms 

Vancouver was an upwardly m o b i l e s o c i e t y . A l t h o u g h t h e r e 

were i n d e e d poor and w o r k i n g c l a s s p e o p l e , the c l a s s 

a n a l y s i s o f the SPC was d i f f i c u l t t o j u s t i f y when pe o p l e 

were a b l e t o move up the economic l a d d e r as more immigrants 

came i n t o r e p l a c e them at the bottom. Reform l a b o u r 

p o l i t i c s might have had an a p p e a l , but l a b o u r and the 

s o c i a l i s t s were d i v i d e d and f o r the p r e s e n t i t was the 

s o c i a l i s t s who had the l e a d e r s h i p a b i l i t y needed t o l a u n c h 
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a party which might have been more appealing to Vancouver's 
68 

working c l a s s . 
In February, 1912 , W i l f r e d G r i b b l e was appointed 

organizer f o r Vancouver, the f i r s t time an organizer had 
been h i r e d to b r i n g together a l l the s o c i a l i s t s i n the 

69 

c i t y . He had some success and at l e a s t was able to s t i r 
i n t o a c t i v i t y those who were already members. By January 
the next year, Local No. 69 of Vancouver was p u t t i n g out a 
monthly paper, The New Review. For a few months the l o c a l 
was able to p u b l i s h ten thousand copies of each is s u e and 
to d i s t r i b u t e them f r e e , but t h i s spurt of a c t i v i t y was 
s h o r t - l i v e d and i t wasn't u n t i l the mass meetings during 
the c l o s i n g years of World War I , mentioned e a r l i e r i n the 
chapter, that Vancouver acquired a large a c t i v e membership. 
When the e l e c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s of the SPC are examined, i t 
can be seen t h a t , on the basi s of r e s u l t s i n Vancouver, the 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t movement would have had a d i f f i c u l t 
time j u s t i f y i n g i t s e x i s t e n c e . Though Vancouver was the 
center of the SPC, the s o c i a l i s t s i n Vancouver never d i d 
hear the c a l l , " R a l l y to the cause and l e t us make 

^ 8See Chapter IX. 
69 
^ C l a r i o n , Feb. 3 , 1912. 
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Vancouver a hot-bed of S o c i a l i s m . We have l a i d dormant 
f o r too long; l e t ' s be up and doing. Let's make the 

70 
p o l i t i c i a n s of Vancouver s h i v e r i n t h e i r shoes." 

Prom i t s i n c e p t i o n the SPC was viewed by i t s members 
as an educational v e h i c l e r a t h e r than a p o l i t i c a l machine. 
Although, l i k e other p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , t h e i r u l t i m a t e goal 
was to form the government, t h i s was a long-range goal which 
would be a t t a i n e d only a f t e r a s u f f i c i e n t number of people 
had been educated to understand the c l a s s s t r u g g l e and 
Marxian economics. Meanwhile e l e c t i o n s were viewed p r i m a r i l y 
as o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p u b l i c i z i n g s o c i a l i s t ideas. 

In 1910, however, an attempt was made to change 
t a c t i c s . D. G. MacKenzie, the new s e c r e t a r y , o u t l i n e d the 
PEC's reasons f o r the new p o l i c y : 

Up to the present our work has been mostly that of 
a g i t a t i o n . Before a more thorough and e f f e c t i v e 
o r g a n i z a t i o n could be b u i l t up i t was e s s e n t i a l 
that the m a t e r i a l should be provided by imbuing a 
s u f f i c i e n t element i n the p o p u l a t i o n with our 
ideas. That t h i s has been done to an extent 
s u f f i c i e n t f o r the purpose the l a s t e l e c t i o n has 
demonstrated....?1 

7°B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Jan. 2 7 , 1913. 

71 
In the p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n of Feb. 2 , 1 9 0 7 , the 

SPC ran candidates i n seventeen r i d i n g s and obtained about 
eight per cent of the vote cast. In the e l e c t i o n of Nov. 
2 5 , 1 9 0 9 , they contested s i x t e e n r i d i n g s and r e c e i v e d j u s t 
under twenty per cent of the vote cast. 
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On the other hand there i s every evidence that 
along past l i n e s we have gone about as f a r as 
we can. But few more Locals could be formed 
e f f e c t i v e l y i n t h i s Province and the Locals 
already i n existence w i l l s u f f e r now f o r lack, 
of s u f f i c i e n t funds and a s u f f i c i e n t f i e l d f o r 
t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . So, that u n l e s s , new methods 
are devised the p r o j e c t e d stagnation must 
i n e v i t a b l y ensue to a great or l e s s e r extent. 
I t i s proposed to b u i l d up i n B r i t i s h Columbia 
a S o c i a l i s t p o l i t i c a l "machine" that w i l l combat 
the o l d p a r t i e s on t h e i r own ground. In the past-
our organizers have functioned n e c e s s a r i l y more 
as speakers than as o r g a n i z e r s ; i n the future i t i s 
proposed that they s h a l l be more organizers than 
speakers.' 
The attempt to change t a c t i c s came none too soon to 

s u i t some of the membership. Prom F e r n i e , where the 
November, 1 9 0 9 , e l e c t i o n had been won by a Conservative 
who p o l l e d over two hundred votes more than the s o c i a l i s t 
candidate,and t h i s without having h e l d a meeting, came the 
f o l l o w i n g comment: 

The party has to regard i t s e l f as a p o l i t i c a l 
party and i t s members must submit themselves to 
a d i s c i p l i n e which we have a l l p r e v i o u s l y en
deavoured to avoid. We don't l i k e to work f o r 
the movement. We l i k e to t a l k about the cut of 
the .pants and put o f f everything u n t i l c a p i t a l i s m 
bursts i t s e l f . What Is the good of propaganda i f 
we are too l a z y to forge weapons out of the 
m a t e r i a l we have already made.'-^ 

7 2 C l a r i o n , J a n . l , 1910 

7 3 I b i d . , Oct. 2 9 , 1910.. 
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The Pernie sentiment was echoed by some members 
elsewhere who, grown impatient w a i t i n g f o r h i s t o r y to take 
i t s course and a i d i n g i t only through educational e f f o r t s , 
welcomed the s h i f t i n emphasis heralded by McKenzie. As 
the d i f f i c u l t task of b u i l d i n g a p o l i t i c a l machine began,, 
the l o c a l s were asked to change from only propagandizing 
and educating to o r g a n i z i n g members to knock on doors, 
d i s t r i b u t e l i t e r a t u r e , ensure that newcomers to the area 
were on the voter's l i s t and h o l d p o l i t i c a l meetings. The 
uncompromising stance against a m e l i o r a t i n g reform measures 
d i d not change, nor were edu c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s to be 
dropped, but the p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t — t h e g a i n i n g of p o l i t i c a l 
power—was to be upgraded. But i t i s not c o r r e c t to say 
t h a t , l i k e the Cooperative Commonwealth Federation at a 
l a t e r date, the SPC had f i n a l l y learned that "the e l e c t i o n 
of one good s o c i a l i s t achieved more than ten pamphlets." 

As the laws of physics t e l l us, I t takes a great 
deal of energy to change the d i r e c t i o n of any large mass. 
Although the SPC'put more organizers i n t o the f i e l d and 
h i r e d f u l l - t i m e organizers to keep the l o c a l s and branches 
i n two or three r i d i n g s a c t i v e , the party was unable to 
increase i t s membership s i g n i f i c a n t l y or. to convince the 

74 Walter Young, Anatomy of a P a r t y , p. 60. 
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m a j o r i t y of the e x i s t i n g membership that p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i s m 
would promote - the cause f a s t e r than would s e l f - e d u c a t i o n 
alone. The old-time party members lacked the energy, and 
the party lacked the money, to send more organizers i n t o 
the f i e l d . Most of the members could see no reason to 
spend themselves o r g a n i z i n g f o r p o l i t i c a l v i c t o r y when 
Marxism taught that v i c t o r y f o r the p r o l e t a r i a t was h i s t o r i 
c a l l y determined. 

By 1913 the SPC had s t i l l not succeeded i n changing 
d i r e c t i o n . Ji. H. Burroughs, w r i t i n g on behalf of the 
newly-elected DEC, repeated the c a l l made three years 
e a r l i e r by MacKenzie: 

The r e p u t a t i o n the party has gained through 
the a b i l i t y and uncompromising a t t i t u d e main
ta i n e d by i t s propagandists a n d . l i t e r a t u r e i s 

.an asset of great value. But knowledge, i f 
not t r a n s l a t e d i n t o organized a c t i v i t y , i s 
l a r g e l y innocuous to the enemy.... something 
more Is needed than a pai d up dues card and 
a f u l l head of economics. 
I t i s time we s e t t l e d down i n earnest to the 
task of c r e a t i n g an a c t u a l p o l i t i c a l machine 
f o r the combatting of the c a p i t a l i s t forces 
i n Canada.75 

L i k e the e a r l i e r c a l l by MacKenzie, however, 
Burroughs' appeal went unheeded. Talk of the SPC becoming 
a p o l i t i c a l machine died out, and inexorably the party 

B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Jan. 17 , 1913-
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reverted to i t s t r a d i t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n a l f u n c t i o n . 
Rectitude of p o s i t i o n and d i s c i p l i n e w i t h i n the party 
were re-emphasized. The pages of the Western C l a r i o n 
blossomed again w i t h c a l l s f o r d i s c i p l i n e and s e l f -
righteous statements from the le a d e r s h i p regarding the 
strength and correctness of the party p o s i t i o n . T y p i c a l 
of the a t t i t u d e which c h a r a c t e r i z e d the SPC u n t i l i t 
ceased to f u n c t i o n i n 1925, was an e d i t o r i a l by W. A. 

7 f, 

P r i t c h a r d . A f t e r o u t l i n i n g various recent statements 
on party p o s i t i o n , he continued: 

One th i n g alone appears to be l a c k i n g . The 
q u a l i t y of the propaganda g e n e r a l l y cannot 
be questioned; the tone of the "Western C l a r i o n " 
may not be "loud" but i t i s " c o r r e c t , " i f 
rath e r "deep." But one t h i n g remains; the 
a p p l i c a t i o n of p r i n c i p l e s to t a c t i c s . . . . 
The S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada i s composed of 
i n d i v i d u a l s . I f any i n d i v i d u a l member deviates 
i n h i s p u b l i c p o l i t i c a l capacity the party as a 
WHOLE assumes the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y of such e r r o r . 
Those who v i o l a t e party p r i n c i p l e s and s t i l l 
remain immune from d i s c i p l i n e , do so because the 
party i s at f a u l t . I f we condone acts contrary 

7 f\ 
W. A. P r i t c h a r d was an eloquent speaker and 

w r i t e r who served i n many c a p a c i t i e s f o r the SPC and 
the labour movement. He was part of the f i r s t executive 
of the One B i g Union, was a leading f i g u r e i n the 
Winnipeg General S t r i k e , contested many e l e c t i o n s f o r 
the SPC and l a t e r the Independent Labour P a r t y , was 
el e c t e d Reeve of Burnaby, and e d i t e d the Commonwealth, 
a paper set up by the CCP. He was • f i n a l l y ."L-lost to the 
s o c i a l i s t movement when he supported Robert C o n n e l l , 
f i r s t l e g i s l a t i v e leader of the CCP, when the l a t t e r 
resigned under attack from the l e f t wing of the CCF to 
form h i s i l l - f a t e d S o c i a l Constructives Party. 
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t o S o c i a l i s t p r i n c i p l e s merely because 
Comrade X has been a good war-horse i n the 
p a s t , the p a r t y becomes a mere f a r c e . 7 7 

I t i s o b v i o u s t h a t i n i t s p o l i t i c a l d e c l i n e the 

p a r t y harkened back more and more t o i t s heyday, which 

i t m i s t a k e n l y r e g a r d e d as the p r o d u c t of I t s pure p o s i -
7 8 

t i o n . "Meanwhile the SPC's e l e c t o r a l i n f l u e n c e s t e a d i l y 

d i m i n i s h e d . The v o t e s o f those on the L e f t , from the War 

p e r i o d onward, went t o o t h e r groups such as the F e d e r a t e d 

Labour P a r t y and the Independent Labour P a r t y , b o t h o f 

which had many former SPC members as t h e i r l e a d i n g l i g h t s . 

Though e l e c t o r a l a c t i v i t i e s were no l o n g e r a s e r i o u s p a r t y 

f u n c t i o n , e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , i n c l u d i n g l a r g e p r o p a 

ganda m e e t i n g s , c o n t i n u e d throughout most o f t h i s d e c l i n i n 

p e r i o d . F o r example, i n Vancouver d u r i n g the summer of 

1913-
At l e a s t two open a i r meetings are b e i n g h e l d 
every n i g h t i n the. week w i t h an e x t r a open a i r 
meeting and a t h e a t r e meeting on Sundays. From 
$10 to $40 w o r t h o f l i t e r a t u r e i s b e i n g d i s p o s e d 

' ' C l a r i o n , J u l y , 1916. 

7 8 
I n f a c t e l e c t o r a l s u p port had come to the SPC 

d u r i n g t h i s e a r l i e r p e r i o d , f o r q u i t e d i f f e r e n t reasons 
such as dynamic . l e a d e r s h i p and the l a c k o f a n o t h e r a l t e r 
n a t i v e t o the L i b e r a l s and C o n s e r v a t i v e s . See Chapter IX. 

79 
F o r a d i s c u s s i o n o f the reasons f o r d i m i n i s h i n g 

SPC e l e c t o r a l I n f l u e n c e , see C hapters V I I I and IX. 
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of every week and C l a r i o n s are f i n d i n g t h e i r 
way i n t o the hands of at l e a s t eighty uneducated 
slaves every n i g h t . . . . there i s d i s t r i b u t i o n of 
some 3,000 l e a f l e t s every month by the member
ship of the Vancouver Ward Socialists.°° 
Another ongoing party concern was p u b l i c a t i o n of 

the Western C l a r i o n as the party organ. The paper had 
8 l 

come under party ownership i n 1908; e d i t o r s were 
appointed by the party and the paper r e f l e c t e d the views 
of the executive committee of the day. Apart from the 
organizers who t r a v e l l e d p e r i o d i c a l l y through the r i d i n g s , 
the C l a r i o n was the one means of communication between 
leadership and membership and between the various member
ship groups i n these days before the widespread use of 
telephones, automobiles or r a d i o . Though the C o n s t i t u t i o n 
c a l l e d f o r annual p r o v i n c i a l conventions and f o r dominion 
conventions at the behest of the DEC or two PEC's, there 
were never s u f f i c i e n t funds a v a i l a b l e f o r a dominion con
v e n t i o n , and p r o v i n c i a l conventions were h e l d only 

O p 
s p o r a d i c a l l y . The conventions were intended to ensure 

8n 
C l a r i o n , Aug. 2, 1913-

8 l 
For a number of years the r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

the C l a r i o n (and i t s predecessors) and the SPC was para
d o x i c a l . While the party c a l l e d f o r p u b l i c ownership of 
the means of pro d u c t i o n , p r i o r to 1908 the newspaper was 
run as a p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e , as were e a r l i e r s o c i a l i s t 
organs. See d i s c u s s i o n i n Chapter V. 

82 In B. C. conventions were h e l d annually from 
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personal contact among the s c a t t e r e d membership, but 
attendance at the few conventions h e l d was sparse. In 
such a s i t u a t i o n i t i s easy to understand why the C l a r i o n 
was so important i n the opi n i o n of the le a d e r s h i p . The 
concern f o r a party organ was r e i n f o r c e d each time l a c k 
of funds c u r t a i l e d p u b l i c a t i o n f o r a few i s s u e s , as i n 
1904 and 1912 and again i n 1918, when the f e d e r a l govern
ment, under the auspices of the War Measures Act, refused 
the p u b l i s h e r s permission to use the m a i l s . Whenever the 
C l a r i o n f a i l e d to appear, i t seemed to members and leader
ship a l i k e that the SPC i t s e l f had ceased to e x i s t . 
Without the party organ there was anaemia at the center 
and atrophy at the e x t r e m i t i e s . Reappearance of the 
C l a r i o n d i d not always d i s p e l l the atrophy, but i t q u i c k l y 
remedied the anaemia since the executive committee could 
once again communicate party news to the membership, exhort 
the members to renewed e f f o r t s and continue t o o u t l i n e f o r 
members' e d i f i c a t i o n the a p p l i c a t i o n of Marxian p r i n c i p l e s 

1901 to 1904, but the f i r s t year the SPC was formed no 
annual convention was h e l d because "there was nothing to 
di s c u s s . " Conventions were also held i n 1906, 1908, and 
1911. The 1906. one was held i n Fernie and the 1908 one i n 
Nelson, attended by members from both B. C. and A l b e r t a . 
This i n t e r - p r o v i n c i a l meeting was the c l o s e s t the SPC ever 
came to having a dominion convention. Lack of funds was 
not the only reason f o r not h o l d i n g meetings. Since the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n r e q u i r e d a l l convention d e c i s i o n s to be 
submitted to referendum vote, the lead e r s h i p reasoned that 
they might j u s t as e a s i l y have a referendum i n the f i r s t 
p l a ce. 
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to c a p i t a l i s t s o c i e t y . When, i n 1912 , p u b l i c a t i o n ceased 
f o r a few months, a l t e r n a t i v e space during the i n t e r i m was 
donated to the SPC by the B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , organ of 
the B. C. Federation of Labour, which was e d i t e d by 
P e t t i p i e c e . Under t h i s arrangement the views of the SPC 
went out r e g u l a r l y to the f i f t y - f i v e hundred F e d e r a t i o n i s t 
readers as w e l l as to the twenty-five hundred C l a r i o n 
s u b s c r i b e r s . 

The C l a r i o n was again forced out of p u b l i c a t i o n f o r 
a short time by the f e d e r a l government during the "Red 
scare" of 1918 and 1919 because i t supported the new govern
ment i n R u s s i a , c r i t i c i z e d the r o l e of the A l l i e d forces i n 
R u s s i a , and prophesized the f a l l of c a p i t a l i s m i n the West 

Q q 

i n the same way as i n Russia. When p u b l i c a t i o n resumed 
i n January, 1 9 2 0 , c i r c u l a t i o n went q u i c k l y to s i x thousand 
i n February and e i g h t thousand by May. This c o i n c i d e d with 
the heightened i n t e r e s t i n events i n Russia at the time and 

8 3 
Not only was use of mail s e r v i c e to d i s t r i b u t e the 

C l a r i o n refused the SPC, but on May 2 8 , 1918, t h e i r head
quarters i n Vancouver were searched by the R. C. M. P. and 
m i l i t a r y p o l i c e . During the c l o s i n g years of the war a 
large amount of s e d i t i o u s l i t e r a t u r e was c i r c u l a t e d i n 
Canada and the a u t h o r i t i e s were determined to f i n d the 
source. No s e d i t i o u s reading matter was found i n the 
Vancouver o f f i c e at t h i s time, nor would i t have been found 
at any other time since the SPC always i n s i s t e d that change 
should come through c o n s t i t u t i o n a l means. For f u r t h e r 
d i s c u s s i o n see Chapter V I I I . : 

/ 
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i n the widespread d e s i r e f o r s o c i e t a l change which followed 
the War. Prom t h i s point on, however,.the C l a r i o n followed 
the SPC downward. I t had enjoyed a remarkably long l i f e — 
longer than any other s o c i a l i s t paper i n Canadian h i s t o r y — 
and had cont r i b u t e d g r e a t l y to the maintenance of a v i s i o n 

84 • 
of s o c i a l i s t s o c i e t y w i t h i n B r i t i s h Columbia. 

The s o c i a l i s t movement i n B. C. was o r i g i n a l l y 
composed of Canadians, Americans and B r i t o n s , but t h i s 
g r a d u a l l y changed as a r e s u l t of the f e d e r a l immigration 
p o l i c y , beginning i n 1 9 0 0 . While Anglo-Saxons were s t i l l 
the l a r g e s t s i n g l e group coming i n t o the country, they 
were l e s s l i k e l y SPC r e c r u i t s s i n c e , without the b a r r i e r s 
of language and a l i e n c u l t u r e , they d i d not have the same 
d i f f i c u l t y o b t a i n i n g employment as d i d other European 
immigrants. The middle-Europeans, the F i n n s , Germans, 
I t a l i a n s and others had ofte n to s t a r t at the lowest-paying 
and most i s o l a t e d jobs a v a i l a b l e . Many of them went to the 
mining, logging and f i s h i n g camps where SPC groups were 

C l a r i o n c i r c u l a t i o n was not l i m i t e d to B. C. It' 
went to members r i g h t across Canada and was- s o l d by members 
on the s t r e e t s of c i t i e s from H a l i f a x to V i c t o r i a . One 
member r e c a l l e d that he f i r s t became i n t e r e s t e d i n s o c i a l 
ism from reading the C l a r i o n i n the reading room of the 
Toronto P u b l i c L i b r a r y , where he went to combat the lone
l i n e s s he experienced as a new immigrant. Interview with 
W. B. C a i r d , Aug. 2 5 , 1966. 
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already a c t i v e . Having i n t h e i r homelands experienced 
s o c i a l i s m akin to that espoused b"y the SPC, they were 
more drawn to the party than were the B r i t i s h e r s , who 
had l e f t behind the gradual s o c i a l i s m of K i e r Hardy and 

85 
the Labour Party. 

Thus the SPC soon found that a large part of i t s 
membership was made up of foreign-speaking members. In . 
an attempt to accommodate them, the e x i s t i n g l o c a l s formed 
foreign-language branches, and the Dominion Executive had 

86 

the C o n s t i t u t i o n p r i n t e d i n F i n n i s h as w e l l as i n E n g l i s h . 
In. the l a r g e r centers there were u s u a l l y at l e a s t t h r e e , 
and sometimes f o u r , f o r e i g n branches of the English-speaking 
l o c a l ; i n the smaller l o c a t i o n s there was u s u a l l y one 
foreign-language branch which i n c l u d e d the dominant language 
groups s e t t l i n g i n the area. For example, Toronto had an 
English-speaking l o c a l with F i n n i s h , I t a l i a n and Jewish 
branches; Winnipeg had German, Jewish and U k r a i n i a n branches 
of the English-speaking l o c a l s ; Nanaimo had an E n g l i s h -
speaking l o c a l plus a F i n n i s h branch. In each area the 
various groups h e l d t h e i r own business, e d u c a t i o n a l and 

85 
The Labour Party was" formed i n B r i t a i n i n 1906. 

s o c i a l i s m was also beginning to 
accent. " 

6 I n the U. S, 
"speak w i t h a f o r e i g n 
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propaganda meetings, and p e r i o d i c a l l y a l l the groups i n 
the area would get together f o r a j o i n t meeting, complete 
wi t h t r a n s l a t o r s . 

Thus the growth of SPC membership i n the years 
before 1910 was i n large part due to the great many f o r e i g n -
speaking immigrants who chose the party as the one most 
c l o s e l y resembling the large M a r x i s t - o r i e n t e d p a r t i e s of 

Q 7 

t h e i r homelands. There was also an aspect of p r o t e s t i n 
t h e i r j o i n i n g the SPC, f o r many immigrants found that 
Canada was not the land of mi l k and honey portrayed by the 
Canadian r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s who r e c r u i t e d immigrants. Their 
d i s i l l u s i o n m e n t was o f t e n expressed i n f o r e i g n language 
papers s t a r t e d by immigrant a s s o c i a t i o n s i n Canada: 

We came to Canada because the agents f o o l e d us 
saying "here p r e v a i l s , the happiness." We d i d 
not f i n d any happiness here. And we know now 
there i s no happiness n e i t h e r i n Canada, nor 
i n Argentina, nor i n B r a z i l . Our happiness i s 
i n our hands. And i t whispers i n our ears. 
Become a„member of the S o c i a l i s t Party of 
Canada.° 

As w i l l be seen i n Chapter V I I , the immigrants 
were mistaken. The SPC eschewed reform a t t i t u d e s whereas 
the s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s of Europe, though M a r x i s t , had 
been i n f l u e n c e d by Eduard B e r n s t e i n and were, ev o l u t i o n a r y 
s o c i a l i s t s or " p o s s i b l i s t s . " See Eduard B e r n s t e i n , 
E v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s m , (New.York; Schoken Books, 1 9 6 1 . ) 

Cheronyj Prapor, r e p r i n t e d i n the C l a r i o n , Dec. 
2 8 , 1907. Thie Che-ronyj P rap or was a newspaper p r i n t e d i n 
Winnipeg by a recent immigrant from Russia. 
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While the r e l a t i o n s h i p o f immigrant groups t o the SPC and 

t h e i r e v e n t u a l a l i e n a t i o n from the p a r t y are d i s c u s s e d 

more f u l l y i n the nex t c h a p t e r , they are mentioned here 

because they d i d c o n t r i b u t e d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d t o the 

d e l u s i o n , on the p a r t o f the p a r t y f a i t h f u l , t h a t the SPC 

was a growing p a r t y and t h e r e f o r e i t was o n l y a m a t t e r o f 

time b e f o r e the i n e v i t a b l e c o l l a p s e o f the c a p i t a l i s t 

system. 

Meanwhile, i n accordance w i t h t h e i r d i a l e c t i c a l 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f h i s t o r y , SPC c a n d i d a t e s c o n t i n u e d t o 

e n t e r e l e c t i o n s f o r propaganda purposes w i t h l i t t l e ex-
89 

p e c t a t i o n o f g e t t i n g e l e c t e d . C a n d i d a t e s c a r r y i n g the 
S o c i a l i s t l a b e l r a n i n every f e d e r a l campaign from 1900 

t o 1921 ( s i x e l e c t i o n s ) i n every B. C. p r o v i n c i a l 
90 

e l e c t i o n from 1900 to 1924 ( e i g h t e l e c t i o n s ) , and I n 

wy0n the p r o v i n c i a l scene t h e r e were some e x c e p t i o n s 
to t h i s , but a l l the SPC c a n d i d a t e s e v e r e n t e r e d i n f e d e r a l 
e l e c t i o n s ended up at the bottom o f the p o l l . T h i s does 
not n e c e s s a r i l y mean t h a t the p/drty f o l l o w i n g d e s e r t e d i t 
i n f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n s . I n p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n s , r i d i n g s 
c overed a s m a l l enough a r e a t o ta k e advantage o f the 
l o c a l i z e d s u p p o r t w h i c h the SPC had i n t h e m i n i n g a r e a s , 
but f e d e r a l r i d i n g s were much l a r g e r and thus s u p p o r t was 
d i l u t e d . 

^ " S i n c e n e a r l y a l l t h e p r o v i n c i a l s u c c e s s e s o c c u r r e d 
i n B. C , d i s c u s s i o n here i s c o n f i n e d t o t h a t p r o v i n c e . 
O u t s i d e o f B. C , o n l y A l b e r t a e v e r managed t o e l e c t an 
SPC member t o the p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t u r e . T h i s was C h a r l e s 
O ' B r i e n , who was e l e c t e d f o r .the Rocky Mountain r i d i n g i n 
1909. He was d e f e a t e d when he r a n f o r r e - e l e c t i o n i n 1913-
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some municipal, e l e c t i o n s . 

When SPC candidates went i n t o an e l e c t i o n campaign 
they made no promises other than the one to work to remove 
labour from the category of a commodity by advocating at 
a l l times p u b l i c ownership of the means of production. 
They always t o l d t h e i r audiences t h a t , i n regard to any 
measure proposed by the governing bodies to which they 
might be e l e c t e d , they would ask these questions (which 
appeared i n t h e i r p l a t f o r m ) : Is t h i s proposal i n the 
i n t e r e s t of the working class? W i l l i t a i d that c l a s s i n 
i t s s t r u g g l e against c a p i t a l i s t domination? I f so, they 
would support i t ; otherwise they would not. Before the 

Q i 

p o s s i b l i s t s l e f t the SPC t h i s seemed a l o g i c a l way to 
e x p l a i n the r o l e one would play i f e l e c t e d . As the SPC 
became more " p u r i f i e d " , however, i t became l e s s c l e a r 
how an e l e c t e d SPC candidate would react i n o p p o s i t i o n ; 
hence the above questions were removed from the pl a t f o r m . 
Instead, everything was now discussed i n terms of t o t a l 
change. This of course severely handicapped SPC candi
dates, since most people were s a t i s f i e d w i t h at l e a s t 
some aspects of t h e i r l i v e s . While other p a r t i e s discussed 
the r a i l w a y s i s s u e , f o r example, i n terms of c o s t s , jobs 

See Chapter V I I . 
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created, s o c i a l b e n e f i t s , and so on, the s o c i a l i s t s s i d e 
stepped such mundane considerations and discussed the 
issue only i n terms of the rapacious nature of c a p i t a l i s m . 
I t i s remarkable, i n f a c t , that the party had any e l e c t o r a l 
success at a l l , c o n s i d e r i n g t h e i r narrow platform. 

The most encouraging r e s u l t s f e d e r a l l y were those 
of the October 2 6 , 1 9 0 8 , f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n . Four years 
e a r l i e r the party had run candidates i n the Kootenay, 
Nanaimo, Vancouver, V i c t o r i a and "Yale-Caribou r i d i n g s , 
o b t a i n i n g about eight per cent of the vote cast there. In 
1908 they contested a l l eight of the B. C. r i d i n g s and r e -
received 8 ,257 votes or about f i f t e e n per cent of the t o t a l 
vote cast. This was not an i n s i g n i f i c a n t showing even 
though i n every case the candidate d i d end up at the bottom 
of the p o l l . As u s u a l , the best support came from the 
mining areas of the province as the r e s u l t s i n some of the 

92 
towns and p o l l i n g s t a t i o n s i n these areas show. 
PARTY CONSERVATIVE LIBERAL SPC 
Fernie 126 " 129 . 155 
McGuigan .3 2 12 
Whitewater 14 13 17 
Coal Creek 22 27 105 
S i l v e r Cup Mine 5 13 °0 
Ymir 15 12 1» 

C l a r i o n , Nov. 2 8 , 1908. 
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PARTY Conservative";:- L i b e r a l SPC 

Salmo 17 12 17 
Michel 23 22 90 
West Fernie 2 7 18 
Moyie 60 63 80 
Phoenix 81 101 88 
Cobble H i l l 17 7 19 
Ladysmith 116 129 186 
Nanaimo 262 370 715 
N o r t h f i e l d 9 15 78 

Hawthornthwaite, who had taken the Nanaimo r i d i n g 
i n three consecutive p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n s , could do no 
b e t t e r than t h i r d i n the f e d e r a l contest, t r a i l i n g Ralph 
Smith ( L i b e r a l ) and the Conservative, Shepherd. While he 
won the miners' vote i n Cobble H i l l , Ladysmith, Nanaimo 
and N o r t h f i e l d , t h i s was not enough to take the e n t i r e 
d i s t r i c t . (The f i n a l t a l l y was: Smith-1,542; Shepherd-
1 , 3 8 6 ; Hawthornthwaite-1 , 3 0 2 . ) 9 3 

In a l l subsequent f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n s the SPC vote o 

went down. In.1911 they r a i l e d against r e c i p r o c i t y , 

charging that i t was the r e s u l t of large c a p i t a l seeking 
expansion and that American c a p i t a l was a f t e r Canadian 
resources. But i n the f i n a l a n a l y s i s , they s a i d , i t d i d 

not r e a l l y matter as long as the " c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s owns 
94 

the e a r t h . " During the c o n s c r i p t i o n c r i s i s and the 

9 3 , Canadian Parliamentary Guide, 1909, p. 504. 
94 
* Clarion,. Sept., 1911. 
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e l e c t i o n o f 1917 the SPC was a b l e t o f i l l t h r e e l a r g e 

Vancouver t h e a t r e s on a Sunday e v e n i n g , and hopes rose 

t h a t t h i s g r e a t i n t e r e s t i n c o n s c r i p t i o n would be t r a n s 

l a t e d i n t o v o t e s f o r SPC c a n d i d a t e s . But t h e y , l i k e the 

L i b e r a l s , were swallowed up i n the c h a u v i n i s m t h a t en

g u l f e d the W e s t . 9 5 

There i s l i t t l e t o be s a i d about the 1921 f e d e r a l 

e l e c t i o n . The SPC was a l r e a d y on i t s d o w n h i l l s l i d e and 

i t s l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n had been t a k e n over by o t h e r 

p a r t i e s o f the L e f t . Over the y e a r s the p a r t y had managed 

t o educate a l a r g e number o f workers about t h e i r c l a s s 

p o s i t i o n , but now t h e s e workers were t a k i n g t h e i r v o t e 

e l s e w h e r e . 

I n B. C. i t was o n l y i n Vancouver t h a t SPC c a n d i 

dates e v e r e n t e r e d m u n i c i p a l p o l i t i c s . I n g e n e r a l the 

p a r t y b e l i e v e d t h a t m u n i c i p a l i s s u e s i n v o l v e d m a i n l y 

p r o p e r t y owners and t h e r e f o r e p r o v i d e d l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t y 

f o r M a r x i s t e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t y . . O t h e r s , however, i n 

c l u d i n g K i n g s l e y and P e t t i p i e c e , h e l d the view t h a t 

" a c t u a l e x p e r i e n c e i n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was a prime n e c e s s i t y 

f o r the workers and the sooner they s e t about a c q u i r i n g 

d o m i n a t i o n i n s o c i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , the sooner would 

*3See s u p r a f o o t n o t e 21 and Chapter V I I I , pp. 326-348 
f o r a more e x t e n s i v e d i s c u s s i o n o f the SPC view of con
s c r i p t i o n and the war.. 
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t h e i r u ltimate object be a t t a i n e d . " 9 ^ Over the years many 

candidates ran f o r Council and School Board, but u n t i l 
97 

they ran under a d i f f e r e n t banner i n the tw e n t i e s , they 
were never e l e c t e d . From a s o c i a l i s t ' s p o i n t of view the 
School Board was the most d e s i r a b l e municipal plum, since 
i t o f f e r e d the greatest opportunity f o r i n f l u e n c i n g 
s o c i e t y through i t s young-. Here a s o c i a l i s t t r u s t e e could 
d i r e c t h i s e f f o r t s toward "the e l e v a t i o n and education of 
the working c l a s s ; towards the c u l t i v a t i o n i n our upgrowing 
youth of a s p i r i t of true d i g n i t y and democracy that w i l l 
make them strong to assert themselves against the oppression, 

9 8 
and i n j u s t i c e that confronts them today." In a d d i t i o n to 
asking f o r free school s u p p l i e s , extension of the Health 
Department duties to'the s c h o o l s , b e t t e r s a l a r i e s f o r 
teachers, equal s a l a r i e s f o r male and female teachers, and 
no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n against married women as teachers, the 
s o c i a l i s t s c a l l e d f o r books on E t h i c s , H i s t o r y and P o l i t i c a l 

99 
Economy w r i t t e n from the working-class viewpoint. SPC 

9 D B . C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Oct. 12, 1912. 

97 
Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e was twice e l e c t e d as School 

Trustee ( i n 1922 and 1924) as a candidate f o r the Federated 
Labour Party. 

q o 
C l a r i o n , Jan. 6, 1906. From the Manifesto of 

S o c i a l i s t Candidates i n Vancouver School E l e c t i o n s . 
99 

See Appendix 7 f o r the complete p l a t f o r m f o r the 
1906 e l e c t i o n . Subsequent platforms were s i m i l a r . 



257 

candidates c o n s i s t e n t l y obtained between ten and f i f t e e n 
per cent of the votes cast i n School Board e l e c t i o n s . On 
the municipal l e v e l , as on the f e d e r a l l e v e l , the SPC 
lacked c r e d i b i l i t y . On the p r o v i n c i a l l e v e l , however, the 
s t o r y was somewhat differ e n t . : -

As has been seen, the SPBC had.run a l i m i t e d number 
of candidates i n the 1903 p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n , obtained 
about eight per cent of the vote, and e l e c t e d Parker 
Williams f o r Newcastle and J . H. Hawthornthwaite f o r Nanaimo, 
In,the February 2 , 1 9 0 7 , e l e c t i o n the SPC contested eighteen 
r i d i n g s , i n c l u d i n g V i c t o r i a and Vancouver, and e l e c t e d , ( i n 
a d d i t i o n to Williams and Hawthornthwaite) John Mclnnis i n 
the Grand Forks r i d i n g . 1 0 0 In Vancouver the f i v e candidates 
were at the bottom of the p o l l , as was the V i c t o r i a candi
date. In the s i x t e e n r i d i n g s outside the two large 
metropolitan areas the SPC c o l l e c t e d almost twenty-one per 
cent of the votes cast. This was a s u b s t a n t i a l improvement 
over 1 9 0 3 , and the s o c i a l i s t s were much encouraged by the 
r e s u l t s , e s p e c i a l l y when they considered the f a c t that the 
economy (at l e a s t u n t i l the end of the year) was booming, 

1 0 0 T h e s e r e s u l t s and those f o r other e l e c t i o n s 
reported i n t h i s chapter are taken from the Canadian 
Parliamentary Guide f o r the r e l e v a n t years. The percent
ages are c a l c u l a t e d from the C.P.G. f i g u r e s . 
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and that t h i s was McBride's f i r s t attempt-to have h i s 
government r e - e l e c t e d . 1 0 1 Happy to see the L i b e r a l s 
routed, the s o c i a l i s t s were even happier to see the 
complete defeat of the labour candidates, which i n d i 
cated to them the u t t e r uselessness of c u l t i v a t i n g the 
union vote (since apparently union members d i d not even 
vote f o r t h e i r own labour candidates.) The e l e c t i o n 
taught the s o c i a l i s t s that more p r e - e l e c t i o n work was 
needed to r e g i s t e r t h e i r supporters, who were t r a n s i e n t 
miners, and r e i n f o r c e d f o r them the importance of 
educating the workers, who misguidedly supported c a p i t a l 
i s t p a r t i e s because of ignorance concerning what the 

102 

system of wealth production meant to them. Of i n t e r e s t 
i s the strength which the party assumed came fro m , i t s one-
plank p l a t f o r m : 

I t i s a f a c t that reforms come most p l e n t i f u l 
when the threat of r e v o l u t i o n i s the strongest. 
Never before have the c a p i t a l i s t p a r t i e s been 

This was McBride's great "railway e l e c t i o n , " 
and he and W i l l i a m J . Bowser t r a v e l l e d throughout the 
I n t e r i o r of the province w i t h a large map of B.'C. f o r 
a backdrop. On the map was a large red spot i n d i c a t i n g 
Revelstoke, and emanating from the red spot were a 
number of l i n e s d e p i c t i n g the r a i l r o a d s McBride promised 
to b u i l d to create jobs and to take the resources out of 
the province. Interview with W. W. Lefeaux, May 2 5 , 1966. 
(Lefeaux was an Independent candidate i n Revelstoke i n 
the e l e c t i o n , but was supported by the SPC.) 

2 C l a r l o n , Feb. 9 , 1907-
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so s o l i c i t o u s about the workers. They had 
a program of immediate demands much s i m i l a r 
to that adopted by s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s i n 
t h e i r infancy u n t i l they get to know b e t t e r . 
The strength of our p l a t f o r m was c l e a r l y 
demonstrated i n t h i s respect. They could not 
s t e a l a plank from i t and they dare not discuss 
our impeachment of the wage s y s t e m . 1 0 3 

A f t e r governing f o r two and a h a l f years McBride 
c a l l e d another e l e c t i o n f o r November 2 5 , 1909- This 
time the SPC entered candidates i n fourteen r i d i n g s 
outside Vancouver and V i c t o r i a . In the l a t t e r two the 
candidates again came l a s t , though they more than doubled 
the p r o p o r t i o n of the vote obtained i n 1907• Hawthorn
thwaite and Williams were r e - e l e c t e d with increased 
m a j o r i t i e s , but. Mclnnis was beaten out by a Conservative 
i n Grand Forks.. The popular vote i n r i d i n g s outside the 
two metropolitan centers of Vancouver and V i c t o r i a rose 
to nearly twenty-five per cent of the votes cast. Nine 
of the twenty SPC candidates saved t h e i r deposit by 
g e t t i n g at l e a s t f i f t y per cent of the votes obtained by 
the winner. 

The s o c i a l i s t s were happy i n that they had 
increased t h e i r popular vote and there were some i n d i 
cations that t h e i r s i t u a t i o n was improving i n Vancouver. 

I b i d . , Feb. 9 , 1907-



260 

McBride was happy because h i s r a i l w a y policy" 1"" -' was 
again accepted by the voters and h i s o p p o s i t i o n had been 
reduced to two s o c i a l i s t s and two l i b e r a l s . 

In terms of the popular vote, the e l e c t i o n of 
March 2 8 , 1912, was the high point f o r the s o c i a l i s t 
candidates i n B. C. The SPC had candidates i n twelve 
r i d i n g s outside of Vancouver and V i c t o r i a and c o l l e c t e d 
s l i g h t l y more than twenty-five per cent of the popular 
vote i n t h e s e . r i d i n g s . They r e - e l e c t e d Parker Williams 
i n Newcastle, and i n Nanaimo Jack Place replaced Hawthorn
thwaite, who d i d not run i n t h i s e l e c t i o n . As w i l l be 
seen i n Chapter V I I I , Hawthornthwaite had resigned from 
the SPC and most of h i s l o c a l had gone over to the SDP. 
The SDP l a t e r nominated Jack Place to run f o r the Nanaimo 
seat and he was given the support of the SPC. T e c h n i c a l l y 
the SPC d i d not have a candidate i n the Nanaimo r i d i n g 
and therefore had only Parker Williams i n the L e g i s l a t u r e . 
However, Place and Williams cooperated and d i d i n f a c t 
c o n s t i t u t e a s o c i a l i s t o p p o s i t i o n , though they were not 
re p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the same party. 

In each of the other r i d i n g s the s o c i a l i s t candi
date came l a s t , which had not been the case i n the 

The issue i n t h i s campaign was McBride's plan to 
help fund the b u i l d i n g of the Canadian Northern Railway. 
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previous e l e c t i o n . In Vancouver, Skeena and V i c t o r i a , only 
the Independent candidates received fewer votes than the 
s o c i a l i s t s . ' Thirteen of the eighteen s o c i a l i s t candidates 
l o s t t h e i r deposits. Although the L i b e r a l candidates ran 
second i n most of the r i d i n g s , they d i d not win a seat and 
were not i n the House u n t i l they won a Vancouver .by-election 
i n March, 1916, and sent two members to V i c t o r i a . In the 
i n t e r i m the Conservatives had f o r t y . s e a t s and'the s o c i a l i s t s 
two. 

This meant that the only o p p o s i t i o n c o n s i s t e d of 
the two s o c i a l i s t s , William*and P l a c e , and a rare oppor
t u n i t y was presented to the SPC and the SDP, f o r McBride's 

105 
Conservative government was f i n a l l y beginning to come 
apart under accusations of g r a f t , general mismanagement 
and over-investment i n r a i l w a y s . But the two p a r t i e s 
f a i l e d to get together to provide the two l e g i s l a t o r s with 
the kind of support they needed, f o r i t was of course an 
impossible task f o r two people unaided to f o l l o w up and 
i n v e s t i g a t e every misdeed of a government department or 
rumour of government i n e p t i t u d e and g r a f t . As has been 
s a i d p r e v i o u s l y , e l e c t i o n s were entered p r i m a r i l y f o r 

105 
^McBride resigned on December 15 , 1915 , and Bowser became Premier. 
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educational purposes and as a means of o b t a i n i n g , through 
the vote, some idea of the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of party propa
gandizing. This was true f o r ' t h e SDP as.- f o r the SPC. 
Once a member was e l e c t e d to the l e g i s l a t u r e he was l e f t 
p r e t t y much on h i s own. As Jack Harrington was to say 
at a l a t e r date: 

Our p o s i t i o n on parliaments i s that we have 
never been so much concerned w i t h what our 
members have done i n parliaments as with what 
they have done out of i t . [ S I Q ] That i s to 
say-they are government p a i d S o c i a l i s t educators, 
with t r a v e l l i n g f a c i l i t i e s provided, enabling 
them to move from one end of the province to 
the other. Our judgement of t h e i r conduct as 
S o c i a l i s t members has been prompted l a r g e l y by 
the e f f o r t s they have made to work as propa- . 
gandists under these favourable c o n d i t i o n s . 

During the 1912-1916 p e r i o d t h i s may have been a c o s t l y 
mistake f o r both the SPC and the SDP f o r , as the only 
o p p o s i t i o n during much of t h i s p e r i o d , they could have 
taken advantage of the s i t u a t i o n , perhaps thereby i n 
creasing t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n the L e g i s l a t u r e . But 
the leadership I n both groups were more i n t e r e s t e d i n the 
feud e x i s t i n g between them and wit h c r i t i c i z i n g the war 
and a g i t a t i n g against c o n s c r i p t i o n . The mundane ( i n t h e i r 
opinion) issues of a large p r o v i n c i a l debt, g r a f t i n 
government departments (which was to be expected from any 

106 C l a r i o n , Jan. 2 1 , 1921, 
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c a p i t a l i s t anyway, they s a i d ) and i l l - c o n c e i v e d , p o o r l y -
financed r a i l w a y s d i d nothing to educate the workingman 
about the operating of the economic system. Instead they 
concentrated on opposing the War, and d i d nothing to 
suggest cures f o r unemployment or any of the other current 
problems, which might have given them some c r e d i b i l i t y with 
the v o t e r s . There were, of course, other reasons f o r the 
s o c i a l i s t s ' i n a b i l i t y to c a p i t a l i z e on the i n c r e a s i n g 
unpopularity of the Conservatives: For the f i r s t two years 
of the War, the mining i n d u s t r y was depressed and conse
quently many of the SPC supporters were dispersed i n t o 
other areas of the p r o v i n c e , d i l u t i n g the t r a d i t i o n a l SPC 
strongholds. A l s o , p u b l i c opinion was s t r o n g l y i n favour 
of the War which the s o c i a l i s t s opposed; moreover, the war 
t r i g g e r e d a great f e a r of a l i e n n a t i o n a l s which made the 
SPC suspect because many of i t s members were of German 
descent. For these reasons and also because they were 
completely i s s u e s - o r i e n t e d , the L i b e r a l s , even without 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the L e g i s l a t u r e , provided a more able 

o p p o s i t i o n to the Conservative government on a day-to-day 
107 

b a s i s than the two lone s o c i a l i s t s were able to do. 

1 0 7 F o r an account of the circumstances surrounding 
the downfall of the Conservatives and the work of the 
reform groups of t h i s period-see, Ormsby, B r i t i s h Columbia: 
a H i s t o r y , Chapters 13 and 14. Also Martin Robin, The Rush 
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On September 1 4 , 1 9 1 6 , the L i b e r a l s won a handy m a j o r i t y 

and Harlan G. Brewster became Premier. 

In the 1916 e l e c t i o n the SPC Ignored V i c t o r i a , 
ran one candidate i n Vancouver, plus four others s c a t t e r e d 
throughout the province. These four c o l l e c t e d s l i g h t l y 
over nineteen per cent of the vote c a s t , while Jack 
Harrington i n Vancouver got about f i f t e e n per cent of the 

108 
vote c o l l e c t e d by the winning candidate. Parker Williams 
again won Newcastle but he was now running on an SDP t i c k e t -

109 
having been e x p e l l e d e a r l i e r from the SPC. This was the 
f i r s t time since 1901 that there was no r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the SPC or i t s forerunners i n the B. C. L e g i s l a t u r e . Other 
forces were now at work on the L e f t i n B. C. p o l i t i c s . 
S o c i a l i s m and labour were beginning to see ways of coopera
t i n g i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l endeavours, but not under the banner 
of the S P C . 1 1 0 

f o r S p o i l s : The Company Province 1 8 7 1 - 1 9 3 3 , (Toronto: 
McClelland and Stewart L t d . , 1 9 7 2 ) , Chapter V. 

10 8 
Because Vancouver C i t y was a m u l t i p l e member 

r i d i n g , from C.P.G. f i g u r e s i t i s only p o s s i b l e to deter
mine the t o t a l vote cast and not the number of e l e c t o r s 
who went to.the p o l l s . The highest vote — 9 , 1 1 9—was f o r 
a L i b e r a l candidate, while Harrington was t h i r d from the 
bottom of the p o l l with 1 ,380 votes. 

1 0 9 S e e Chapter V I I , p. 287 . 

• 1 1 0 S e e Chapters VII and V I I I . 
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P r e d i c t a b l y , no s o c i a l i s t s were e l e c t e d i n the 
December 1, 1 9 2 0 , e l e c t i o n . The e l e c t i o n d i d , however, 
f o r e c a s t the r i s i n g i n f l u e n c e s of labour i n the p o l i t i c s 
of B. C , f o r three men 1 1 1 running as labour candidates 
were e l e c t e d . Parker W i l l i a m s , who had held the Newcastle : 

seat since f i r s t being e l e c t e d i n 1 9 0 3 , had resigned i n 
1917 when the new L i b e r a l government appointed him to the 
Workmen's Compensation Board. Hawthornthwaite took the 
seat i n a b y - e l e c t i o n the f o l l o w i n g year, but i n 1920 he 
was unseated by Samuel G u t h r i e , the labour candidate. 
The SPC ran seven candidates, one i n Prince Rupert and 
s i x i n Vancouver, a l l of whom f i n i s h e d at the bottom of 

1 1 112 the p o l l . 

In 1924 the SPC ran only two p r o v i n c i a l candi
dates: W. A. P r i t c h a r d i n Nanaimo, who came second w i t h 
t h i r t y - o n e per cent of the votes c a s t , and Jack Harrington 
i n Vancouver, who came t w e n t y - f i f t h out of twenty-seven 

Samuel G u t h r i e - i n Newcastle, R. H. Neelands 
i n Vancouver South and Thomas U p h i l l i n F e r n i e . Guthrie 
ran on a labour t i c k e t ( d e f e a t i n g Hawthornthwaite, who 
ran as an Independent), while Neelands and U p h i l l ran 
f o r the newly-formed Federated Labour Party which i s 
discussed i n Chapter V I I . 

112 
J . S. Woodsworth also ran i n Vancouver f o r the 

Federated Labour Party as d i d Angus MacTnhis . 



candidates.. I t i s i n t e r e s t i n g to note that i n the m u l t i p l e 
r i d i n g of Vancouver, the party ran only one candidate, 
l e a v i n g the.other f i v e spaces f o r Canadian Labour Party 
candidates. This was the l a s t e l e c t i o n i n which SPC candi
dates ever p a r t i c i p a t e d . 

For over two decades s o c i a l i s t candidates had been 
put forward by the SPC or I t s predecessors. To what a v a i l 
i n terms of l e g i s l a t i o n ? As a r e v o l u t i o n a r y party the SPC 
was o f f i c i a l l y not concerned with l e g i s l a t i v e outputs, 
which were de:eme;d to be mere p a l l i a t i v e s . However, though 
the party gave no a i d to i t s l e g i s l a t i v e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
the Western C l a r i o n c o n t i n u a l l y reported t h e i r l e g i s l a t i v e 
a c t i v i t i e s . The e d i t o r s , and by inference the PEC, appar
e n t l y approved of t h e i r M.L.A.s' a c t i v i t i e s . I t was not 

u n t i l a f t e r Hawthornthwaite and Williams had l e f t the 
113 

SPC that the party reviewed the l e g i s l a t i v e careers of 
t h e i r men and decided that they were not consonant with 
the SPC's r e v o l u t i o n a r y dogma. Perhaps the r e a l incon
s i s t e n c y l a y , not i n the performance of the SPC l e g i s l a t o r s , 
but i n the f i n a l two paragraphs of the SPC pl a t f o r m . 

The S o c i a l i s t P a r t y , when In o f f i c e , s h a l l 

See Chapter V I I , pp.. 2 8 5 - 2 8 9 . 
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always and everywhere u n t i l the present system 
i s a b o l i s h e d , make.the answer to t h i s question 
i t s guiding r u l e of conduct: W i l l t h i s l e g i s 
l a t i o n advance the i n t e r e s t s of the working 
clas s and a i d the workers i n t h e i r c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
against c a p i t a l i s m ? I f i t w i l l the S o c i a l i s t 
Party i s f o r i t ; i f i t w i l l not the S o c i a l i s t 
Party i s a b s o l u t e l y opposed to i t . 
In accordance with t h i s p r i n c i p l e . t h e S o c i a l i s t 
Party pledges i t s e l f to conduct a l l p u b l i c 
a f f a i r s placed i n i t s hands i n such a manner as 
to promote the i n t e r e s t s of the working cla s s 
alone. 
These paragraphs a c t u a l l y c o n t r a d i c t e d the remainder 

of the party program, and c e r t a i n l y ran counter to the con
stant pronouncements of party spokesmen against p a l l i a t i v e s 
of a l l k i n d s , i n c l u d i n g l e g i s l a t i v e ones. But had the 
l e g i s l a t i v e members reacted to proposed government l e g i s 
l a t i o n according to the dictum "no compromise," i t would 
have meant v o t i n g against a l l l e g i s l a t i o n except that which 
would never be presented to them—to a b o l i s h p r i v a t e owner
ship of the means of production. In l a t e r years M.L.A.:';s 
came under attack f o r not doing j u s t t h a t , and e v e n t u a l l y , 
i n 1915 , the party removed the c o n t r o v e r s i a l paragraphs 
from i t s platform. By t h i s time the SPC d i d not have any 
members i n any l e g i s l a t i v e body and.so i t was never deter
mined how e f f e c t i v e a member might be i n t h i s constrained 
p o s i t i o n — u n a b l e to propose l e g i s l a t i o n and having to vote 

For the complete p l a t f o r m , see appendix 4. 
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against a l l that proposed by others. P r i o r to the removal 
of the above clauses from the p l a t f o r m , the e l e c t e d repre
s e n t a t i v e s of the SPC had used them to j u s t i f y the p o s i t i o n s 
they took i n the L e g i s l a t u r e . Since the SPC p l a t f o r m con
ta i n e d no s p e c i f i c g u i d e l i n e s , the M.L.A.s were on t h e i r 
own i n deciding whether a p a r t i c u l a r piece of l e g i s l a t i o n 
would "advance the i n t e r e s t s of the working c l a s s and a i d 
the workers i n t h e i r c l a s s s t r u g g l e against c a p i t a l i s m . " 
In the end they behaved l i k e any other reform p o l i t i c i a n , 
a f a c t that dismayed some of t h e i r purer brethren. Here 
i s the Toronto l o c a l : 

How f a r are they d i f f e r e n t from the C a p i t a l i s t 
M.P.'s? Only i n t h i s d i r e c t i o n . The C a p i t a l i s t 
p o l i t i c a l hacks advocate reforms to be returned, 
and vote f o r them along w i t h our " r e v o l u t i o n 
a r i e s " and our S o c i a l i s t M.P.'s repudiated these 
reforms, saying that S o c i a l i s m was the only hope 
and that reforms d i d not reform,_ and then i n 
parliament voted f o r the very measures which they 
and the Party press had renounced. Here i s the 
b l i g h t of the r e v i s i o n i s t : Hawthornthwaite, 
Williams and O'Brien are worse than the c a p i t a l 
i s t s because they vote f o r measures which they 
know cannot a s s i s t the working c l a s s i n t h e i r 
f i g h t f o r the emancipation from economic 
bondage. 

Before t h i s became the dominant a t t i t u d e w i t h i n the p a r t y , 
the s o c i a l i s t M.L.A.s had taken the i n i t i a t i v e i n many 
areas, i n s p i t e of the warning by W i l l i a m Davidson that 

115 C l a r i o n , Dec. 1 7 , 1910 
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a man who goes to the l e g i s l a t i v e h a l l s on 
any other b a s i s than that of the S o c i a l i s t , 
which questions' the r i g h t of the c a p i t a l i s t 
to own the i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t , thereby threaten
in g t h e i r continued possession, goes on a f o o l s 
[sicl errand and has but two a l t e r n a t i v e s , to 
become a S o c i a l i s t or the cat's-paw of one of 
.the great c a p i t a l i s t p a r t i e s . H ° 
Since a l l the s o c i a l i s t members represented mining 

c o n s t i t u e n c i e s , the main t h r u s t of t h e i r l e g i s l a t i v e pro
posals concerned r e g u l a t i o n of the mining i n d u s t r y and the 

117 
improvement of working conditions f o r the miners. I t 
must be remembered that v o t i n g along "party l i n e s " was not 
always the r u l e i n the B. C. L e g i s l a t u r e at that time, and 
t h i s made i t much e a s i e r f o r an o p p o s i t i o n member to get 
support f o r b i l l s or amendments to e x i s t i n g l e g i s l a t i o n 
than a member i n a s i m i l a r p o s i t i o n would dare to expect 
now. Prom the number of b i l l s which the s o c i a l i s t members 
were able to get through the L e g i s l a t u r e , i t can be seen 
that the p r i v a t e member was much more i n v o l v e d i n the 
l e g i s l a t i v e process than he i s at the present time. 

Thus, though few i n number, the s o c i a l i s t s were 
able to make some s i g n i f i c a n t improvements i n the working 

x x u I b i d . , Dec. 28, 1907-
117 

The M a t e r i a l used i n the d i s c u s s i o n was taken 
from the B. C. J o u r n a l s , the V i c t o r i a C o l o n i s t , the 
V i c t o r i a Times, the World, the Western C l a r i o n , the 
Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e , and C.A.R. 
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conditions of miners. In the 1901 s e s s i o n , Hawthorn
thwaite' s f i r s t , he was able to get passed an amendment 
to the Mining Act r e q u i r i n g c e r t i f i c a t e s of competency 
f o r miners and foremen working at the face, and excluding 
Chinese workers'who could.not speak E n g l i s h (and who were 
ofte n used as s t r i k e - b r e a k e r s by the mine owners.) The 
amendment was supported by other members representing 
mining c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . In 1 9 0 2 , 1903 and 1 9 0 4 , the s o c i a l 
i s t members were able to get f u r t h e r amendments to the Act, 
l i m i t i n g the hours of work to eight hours per day f o r 
c e r t a i n classes of underground workers as w e l l as r e q u i r i n g 
mine plans to be posted to a s s i s t escape i n the event of 

accide n t s . A proposed amendment r e q u i r i n g mine in s p e c t o r s 
118 

to be e l e c t e d by the miners was defeated. In 1905 and 
1906 a b i l l to extend the eight-hour working day to c e r t a i n 
classes of" workers'~ln' smelters was defeated, but was passed 
i n the 1907 s e s s i o n . A f u r t h e r amendment to the Mining Act 
i n 1906 r e q u i r e d foremen to be p r o f i c i e n t i n F i r s t A i d . In 
subsequent s e s s i o n s — 1 9 0 7 , 1 9 0 8 , 1909 and 1 9 1 0—proposals 
to extend the eight-hour working day to other classes of 

118 
The miners thought i n s p e c t i o n r o u t i n e s were 

inadequate and suspected that the in s p e c t o r s were being 
p a i d o f f by the owners. This amendment was attempted a 
number of times i n subsequent years but was always 
defeated. 
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mine and smelter workers were defeated as was an amend
ment c a l l i n g f o r inquests i n t o mining accident deaths, 
but i n 1909 the s o c i a l i s t s • w e r e able to get through 
another amendment to the Act, t h i s time r e q u i r i n g safety 
clutches on mine e l e v a t o r s . 

The s o c i a l i s t s were i n t e r e s t e d i n other areas of 
l e g i s l a t i o n too. When the land grants had been given to 
the Dunsmuir i n t e r e s t s f o r c o n s t r u c t i o n of the Esquimalt-
Nanaimo Railway there were already a number of s e t t l e r s - on 
the property expecting through homesteading to obta i n 
c e r t a i n r i g h t s to the land. This d i d not happen and a 
number of them were fo r c e d o f f the land by the Railway 
Company. The f i r s t attempt by the s o c i a l i s t s to have s e t -
l e r s ' r i g h t s recognized by law was defeated In 1902 but 
passed i n the 1904 ses s i o n . The s o c i a l i s t s a l so fought 
f o r the s e t t l e r s i n regard to the school tax being l e v i e d 
on them, and were able to get an amendment to the School 
Set p r o t e c t i n g the farmers from a tax increase u n t i l such 
time as the ed u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r t h e i r c h i l d r e n 

119 
were equal to those i n other areas of the province. 

Prom the point of view of the unions, the amendment 

These e f f o r t s on behalf of the farmers probably 
account f o r the "fact that Vancouver I s l a n d was the only 
area i n the province where the SPC was able to get farmer 
support. 
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to the Trades Union Act proposed by s o c i a l i s t l e g i s l a t o r s 
and c a r r i e d i n 1902 was probably one of the most important. 
The amendment excepted the union and i t s o f f i c i a l s from 
pros e c u t i o n f o r damages during a s t r i k e , lock-out or other 
type of labour dispute. This has been important to the 
labour movement ever since and i t i s not one which w i l l be 

. n . 120 
e a s i l y given up. 

Another area i n which the s o c i a l i s t s were extremely 
i n t e r e s t e d was the E l e c t i o n A c t , b e l i e v i n g as they d i d 
that the Act m i l i t a t e d against the workers i n many ways. 
For one t h i n g , the e l e c t i o n deposit was too high f o r a 
working man, few could a f f o r d t o take a chance on running 
f o r o f f i c e and l o s i n g the two hundred-dollar deposit. The 
Act also made i t too easy f o r the Chief E l e c t o r a l O f f i c e r 
to erase men's names from the voter's l i s t and too d i f f i 
c u l t to get them on very q u i c k l y . Since the miners of 
ne c e s s i t y moved about a good d e a l , many of them (repre
s e n t i n g s o c i a l i s t support) were never able to get t h e i r 
names on the l i s t s . In 1902 s o c i a l i s t M.L.A.s were able 
to .get an amendment to the E l e c t i o n Act passed which 

In the e a r l y 1960's the S o c i a l C r e d i t govern
ment of W.A.C. Bennett attempted to reintroduce an 
element of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . o n the part of unions f o r 
damages as the r e s u l t of s t r i k e s , but the b i l l had to be 
withdrawn because of p u b l i c pressure. 



273 

provided that .every e l e c t o r on e l e c t i o n day was to be 
given four c l e a r hours free between p o l l s opening and 

c l o s i n g . In 1904 and 1905 an amendment to have the 
e l e c t i o n deposit reduced to f i f t y d o l l a r s was defeated 
but i n 1907 another amendment to have the deposit reduced 
to a hundred d o l l a r s was c a r r i e d . In subsequent sessions 

the s o c i a l i s t s succeeded i n g e t t i n g through amendments 
which reduced the number of days' residence r e q u i r e d i n 

a r i d i n g before one's name could be put on the l i s t and 
of lengthening the amount of time a voter could be out of 
h i s r i d i n g before having h i s name scratched from the l i s t . 
During t h i s p e r i o d the s o c i a l i s t s a lso t r i e d a number of 
times to get female s u f f r a g e , but these e f f o r t s were 

121 
always soundly defeated. 

Not a l l of the e f f o r t s of the s o c i a l i s t l e g i s l a t o r s 
were as honourable as the foregoing. A great many workers 
were h i g h l y a n t a g o n i s t i c to the Chinese, Japanese and East 

"^"""Though women rec e i v e d t h e i r e a r l i e s t support, from 
the s o c i a l i s t s , i t appears that s o c i a l i s m i s s t i l l a pre
dominantly male preserve, according to Meisel's survey of 
the 1968 e l e c t i o n . M e i s e l r e f e r s to the NDP as "decidedly 
a men's pa r t y . " His survey shows that i n Canada as a 
whole 40% of the NDP vote was' from women, compared to a 
50-50 d i s t r i b u t i o n f o r the L i b e r a l s and a 49$ male-51# 
female f o r the P. C.'s. John M e i s e l , Working Papers on  
Canadian P o l i t i c s (Montreal: McGill-Queen's P r e s s , "1972) 
p. 12 and Table 1. 
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I n d i a n s , and the s o c i a l i s t s catered to t h e i r p r e j u d i c e s 
i n s p i t e of the r h e t o r i c concerning the s o l i d a r i t y of 
workers the world over. A number of times, f o r example, 
when l e g i s l a t i o n to s u b s i d i z e one of McBride's r a i l w a y s 
was being discussed, the s o c i a l i s t s attempted to attach 
amendments c a l l i n g f o r a l l - w h i t e labour. A p a r t i c u l a r l y 
i n i q u i t o u s act on t h e i r part was an attempted amendment 
to the P u b l i c Schools Act i n 1910 which read: 

That the Board of Trustees s h a l l have the 
power to exclude any c h i l d or c h i l d r e n from 
the school or schools on the ground that 
owing to r a c i a l or other d i f f e r e n c e s i t i s 
deemed to be i n a d v i s a b l e to the best i n t e r e s t 
of the' m a j o r i t y of c h i l d r e n to admit them. 123 

Prom these few examples of SPC l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i v i t y 
i t can be seen t h a t the s o c i a l i s t s deemed i t necessary to 
work f o r l e g i s l a t i o n on behalf of the working c l a s s even 
though they r e a l i z e d that the more s u c c e s s f u l they were, 
the longer i t would take for' c a p i t a l i s m to c a p i t u l a t e . 
Knowing that t h e i r supporters were s u f f e r i n g under present 
c o n d i t i o n s , they r e a l i z e d that i f they d i d not t r y to 

In the newspapers of the day, and even i n the 
B. C. S t a t u t e s , East Indians were r e f e r r e d to as Hindoos, 
"sometimes as Hindus, although the great m a j o r i t y of the 
f i r s t East Indian s e t t l e r s were Sikhs. 

1 2 3 C l a r l o n , Mar. 2 6 , 1910. 
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a l l e v i a t e these c o n d i t i o n s , the voters would t u r n to 
other p a r t i e s who might serve them b e t t e r . The double-
bind i n which the s o c i a l i s t s found themselves demonstrates 
the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of being a mi n o r i t y l e g i s l a t o r and a 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y Marxist at the same time; the only "out" 
seen by these e a r l y s o c i a l i s t s was a ki n d of schizophrenic 
behaviour: performing i n the L e g i s l a t u r e as ev o l u t i o n a r y 
Marxists s t r u g g l i n g f o r reforms, and outside the L e g i s l a 
ture as r e v o l u t i o n a r y Marxists r e s t r i c t e d to e n l i g h t e n i n g 
the masses. The only way the SPC could have avoided t h i s 
s p l i t p e r s o n a l i t y and maintained i t s i d e o l o g i c a l p u r i t y 
would have been not to run candidates at a l l (or at l e a s t 
make sure they didn't get elected.) P e r i o d i c a l l y the 
s o c i a l i s t members of the L e g i s l a t u r e would proclaim the 
f u t i l i t y of government a c t i o n , as i n Hawthornthwaite's 
amendment to the Throne Speech on January 12, 1911:-
D e c l a r i n g that government enactments were of l i t t l e b e n e f i t 
to the masses, he s a i d , 

Further development of the means of wealth-
production and d i s t r i b u t i o n by the present 
r u l i n g c l a s s r e s u l t s , i n the l a s t a n a l y s i s , 
i n the f u r t h e r misery and poverty f o r the 
great m a j o r i t y of people....we have no 
confidence i n the present government.... the 
c o l l e c t i v e ownership and democratic manage
ment of the means of wealth production and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n and the a b o l i t i o n of the wage-
system.can alone remedy the e x i s t i n g e v i l s 
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and poverty that a f f l i c t the people of the 
Province.124 

Such a r e s o l u t i o n was as f a r as the SPC re p r e s e n t a t i v e s 
could l e g i t i m a t e l y go i n forwarding t h e i r cause i n the 
L e g i s l a t u r e . 

Many members of the SPC saw the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of 
the party's p o s i t i o n and l e f t to go elsewhere. In t h i s 
and previous chapters reference has been made to groups 
which broke away from the SPC and to other s o c i a l i s t 
groups i n B. C. The next chapter examines the s p l i t s 
from the SPC and looks at the groups which were thus formed. 

B. C. J o u r n a l s , 1911. 
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CHAPTER VII 

FISSION AND DECLINE OF REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALISM 

A number of r a d i c a l threads ran through the p o l i t i 
c a l f a b r i c of the working c l a s s i n B. C. i n the early-
years of the century. Representing revolutionary.Marxism 
was the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada-the i m p o s s i b l i s t s . The 
S o c i a l Democratic Party of Canada-the p o s s i b l i s t s - ^ r e p r e -
sented e v o l u t i o n a r y Marxism. Labour p a r t i e s , which had 
enjoyed only minimal success p r i o r to the tu r n of the 
century and were not very i n f l u e n t i a l during the e a r l y part 
of the century, came i n t o t h e i r own i n the twenties i n the 
form of the Federated Labour P a r t y , the Canadian Labour 
Party and the Independent Labour Party. The I n d u s t r i a l 
Workers of the World .(IWW), nicknamed the Wobblies, brought 
to B. C. the n o t i o n of d i r e c t economic a c t i o n and a d i s 
t r u s t of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . 1 Although the IWW was never a 
strong force i n the pr o v i n c e , i t found s u p p o r t - i n the 
logg i n g camps and among the r a i l r o a d gangs, and some of 

D i r e c t a c t i o n i n c l u d e d s t r i k e s of i n d i v i d u a l 
i n d u s t r i e s , general s t r i k e s and sabotage. I t was 
based on the assumption that p o l i t i c a l power would 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y f o l l o w the g a i n i n g of i n d u s t r i a l c o n t r o l . 
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~the IWW ideas were c a r r i e d i n t o the One Big Union (OBU)^ 
and i n f l u e n c e d labour o r g a n i z a t i o n and p o l i t i c a l a t t i t u d e s 
a f t e r W. W. I and through the e a r l y twenties. 

Thus, while the SPC had begun the century as the 
dominant i n f l u e n c e on the L e f t , i t s powerewas g r a d u a l l y 
eroded under pressure from these groups and the changing 
s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e i n B. C. The party had been 
able to maintain i t s dominant p o s i t i o n f o r a number of 
years l a r g e l y because of the energy and a b i l i t y of a few 
of i t s leaders and i n f l u e n c e of the Western C l a r i o n . Help
f u l too was the concentration of support i n the Kootenays 
and Vancouver I s l a n d , as opposed to the d i f f u s e support of 
the other groups which made i t impossible f o r them to 
e l e c t members to the l e g i s l a t u r e . F i n a l l y , the constancy 
of the SPC p l a t f o r m from year to year afforded another 
advantage over other groups i n which there was constant 
s h i f t i n g of emphasis from e l e c t i o n to e l e c t i o n . I t was 
t h i s l a t t e r " s t r e n g t h " , however, which u l t i m a t e l y was the 
cause of the party's undoing. 

The L e f t i n B. C. faced problems s i m i l a r to those 

The One B i g Union i s discussed i n Chapter V I I I . 
I t s goal was to have a l l unions a f f i l i a t e d w i t h i t so 
that labour could act i n concert to gain c o n t r o l of the 
country's economy. 
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o u t l i n e d by Engels i n a l e t t e r to F r i e d r i c h Sorge i n 1893-

R e f e r r i n g to the d i f f i c u l t i e s i n s t a r t i n g a s o c i a l i s t 
movement i n the United S t a t e s , Engels wrote: 

I t i s not to be denied that American 
conditions i n v o l v e very great and p e c u l i a r 
d i f f i c u l t i e s f o r steady development of a 
worker's p a r t y . 
F i r s t , the C o n s t i t u t i o n i s based, as i n 
England, upon party government which 
causes every vote f o r a candidate not put 
up by one of the two governing p a r t i e s to 
appear to be l o s t . And the American, l i k e 
the Englishman, wants to i n f l u e n c e h i s 
s t a t e ; he does not throw h i s vote away. 

Then, and more e s p e c i a l l y , there i s 
immigration which d i v i d e s the workers i n t o 
two groups: the na t i v e born and the f o r e i g n e r s , 
and the l a t t e r i n t u r n i n t o (1) the I r i s h , 
(2) the Germans, (3) the many small groups, 
each of which understands only I t s e l f : Czechs, 
P o l e s , I t a l i a n s , Scandinavians, e t c . And then 
the negroes. To form a s i n g l e party out of 
these r e q u i r e s unusually powerful i n c e n t i v e s . 
Often there i s a sudden v i o l e n t e l a n , but the 
bourgeois need only wait p a s s i v e l y and the d i s 
s i m i l a r elements of the. working c l a s s f a l l 
apart. 

T h i r d , through the p r o t e c t i v e t a r i f f system 
and the s t e a d i l y growing domestic market the 
workers must have been exposed to a p r o s p e r i t y 
no trace of which has been seen here i n Europe 
f o r years now (except i n Ru s s i a , where, how
ever the^bourgeois p r o f i t by I t and not the 
workers . )"3 

F r i e d r i c h Engels, L e t t e r to F r i e d r i c h Sorge, Dec. 
2 , 1 8 9 3 . Marx and Engels: Basic W r i t i n g s on P o l i t i c s  
and Philosophy, Lewis Feuer, ed., (New York: Anchor 
Books, 1959) P- 4 5 8 . The f o l l o w i n g t a b l e gives the b i r t h 
place i n percentages of the population of B r i t i s h Columbia, 
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4 Ever since the founding convention of the SPBC 
i n October, 1902, there had been an uneasy a l l i a n c e of the 
two f a c t i o n s w i t h i n the par t y : the dominant, r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
f a c t i o n represented by Kingsley (and l a t e r McKenzie, 
. P r i t c h a r d , McDonald,) and the ev o l u t i o n a r y f a c t i o n repre
sented by Ernest Burns. Burns and others of l i k e mind 
remained w i t h i n the SPBC but continued to press t h e i r 
p o s i t i o n . When the s p l i t between the two f a c t i o n s f i n a l l y 
came, i t also i n v o l v e d the Washington State s e c t i o n of the 
SPA. The l a t t e r , l i k e the SPC, contained various f a c t i o n s . 
In Washington the dominant group had c o n t r o l of the S e a t t l e  
S o c i a l i s t and espoused the same r e v o l u t i o n a r y p o s i t i o n as 
di d the dominant f a c t i o n of the SPC. Walter M i l l s , a 
member of the Washington group had been i n v i t e d to V i c t o r i a 
and-Vancouver on a s e r i e s of speaking engagements, the 
f i r s t of which was i n V i c t o r i a on December 28, 19©6. As a 
r e s u l t of the content of h i s speech, the SPC i n Vancouver 

1881-1921. 
T o t a l Percent of Population  

Population Native Born B r i t i s h U.S.A. Other 
1881 49,459 72.20 12.14 4.64 11.02 
1891 98,173 58.02 21.54 6.69 13-75 
1901 178,657 55.76 18.43 9.61. 16.20 
1911 392,480 43.14 30.08 9-57 17.21 
1921 524,582 50.34 30.64 6.66 12.36 

From Canada Yearbook 1925, p. 239-

See Chapter V. 
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c a n c e l l e d sponsorship of h i s Vancouver engagements. Ernest 
Burns objected and made arrangements hi m s e l f f o r M i l l s to 

5 

speak i n Vancouver during A p r i l . Burns' Vancouver l o c a l 
objected to t h i s and an attempt was made to expel him from 
the party. The necessary two-thirds m a j o r i t y could not be 
obtained but an amendment was passed to suspend him u n t i l 
he could c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y support the p l a t f o r m and program 
of the SPC. 6 

And what was the awful heresy which M i l l s had com
mitted i n V i c t o r i a ? He had advocated that workers support 
both s o c i a l i s t and labour candidates, and suggested f u s i o n 
of the two groups i n V i c t o r i a . To the SPC, of course, t h i s 
was treason. In a d d i t i o n to c a n c e l l i n g M i l l s ' Vancouver 
appearances, they lodged a complaint w i t h the Washington 
SPA, charging M i l l s with advocating f u s i o n and compromise. 
M i l l s continued h i s a c t i v i t i e s and ev e n t u a l l y l o s t h i s 

7 
membership i n the SPA S e a t t l e l o c a l . Although Ernest 
Burns himself was not i n favour of f u s i o n w i t h labour 
groups, he d i d not regard the evidence against M i l l s as 

Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e , March 8 , 190-7 • 

6 I b i d . , March 8 , 1907- C l a r i o n , March 9, 1907-

^ S e a t t l e S o c i a l i s t , A p r i l 1 7 , 1907- M i l l s was 
also i n v o l v e d i n an abo r t i v e attempt to take c o n t r o l of 
the S e a t t l e l o c a l from the i m p o s s i b l i s t f a c t i o n . 
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s u f f i c i e n t to prevent him from speaking i n Vancouver. Upon 
h i s suspension, from the SPC Burns resig n e d , and' on A p r i l 1, 
1 9 0 7 , h e l d a meeting to form the S o c i a l Democratic Party of 

g 
B. C. (SDP). Though the p l a t f o r m of the new party was 
e s s e n t i a l l y the same as that of the SPC, i t s strategy d i f 
f e r e d . While the SDP were M a r x i s t s , they were a l s o 
p o s s i b l i s t s , b e l i e v i n g that u n t i l p o l i t i c a l power could 
be a t t a i n e d , they must t r y to a l l e v i a t e hardships f o r the 

9 
workers. 

Locals of the SDP were immediately formed by d i s s i 
dent SPC members i n Vancouver, V i c t o r i a , Ladysmith and 
Nanaimo. Over the years other l o c a l s were formed i n various 
parts of the pr o v i n c e , but the SDP never became a force to 
be reckoned with at e l e c t i o n time. P e r i o d i c a l l y the party 
ran i t s own candidates, but more oft e n i t simply advised i t s 
f o l l o w e r s to support SPC candidates. 

A n a t i o n a l body—The S o c i a l Democratic Party of 
Canada (SDPC)—was o f f i c i a l l y formed on December 30, 1911, 
i n Port A r t h u r , Ontario. The SPC breakaway l o c a l s which 
had tmet i n B e r l i n , O n t a r i o , on May 24, 1910, had vowed to 

V i c t o r i a D a i l y Times, A p r i l 5, 1907- Vancouver  
D a i l y P r o v i n c e , A p r i l 2, 1907-

9See Appendix VI f o r the c o n s t i t u t i o n , by-laws 
and p l a t f o r m of the SDPC. 
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remain together i f t h e i r choice of B e r l i n l o c a l as the 
P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee of Ontario was not accepted 
by the Dominion Executive Committee."1"0 The Ontario groups 
formed the Canadian S o c i a l i s t Federation with which a num
ber of d i s s a t i s f i e d SPC groups from the Maritimes and B. C. 
a l s o a f f i l i a t e d . There were now four l a r g e groups of former 
SPC members organized i n the country: the B. C. SDP, the 
Canadian S o c i a l i s t F e d e r a t i o n , the Manitoba SDP, and the 
Uk r a i n i a n S o c i a l Democratic Party. 1"'" F i n a l l y a u n i t y con
vention was c a l l e d f o r December §0 and 3 1 , 1911 , i n Port 

12 

A r t h u r , O n t a r i o , and i t was at t h i s convention that the 
S o c i a l Democratic Party of Canada was formed and the party 
p l a t f o r m developed. While the new n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n d i d develop some l o c a l s of i t s own, i t con
s i s t e d p r i m a r i l y of d i s s i d e n t members of the SPC and, as 
w i l l be seen l a t e r i n the chapter, i t a t t r a c t e d a large 

" L USee appendix 12'. 

"^These groups are discussed l a t e r i n the chapter. 
12 

The f i r s t c a l l f o r a dominion convention of 
d i s s a t i s f i e d l o c a l s was put by the F i n n i s h l o c a l i n Port 
A r t h u r , Ontario. They suggested dates i n l a t e 1910 or 
e a r l y 1 9 1 1 , but i t wasn't p o s s i b l e to hold the meeting 
u n t i l almost a year l a t e r . C l a r i o n , Oct. 2 9 , 1910. 
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13 p o r t i o n of the f o r e i g n language membership of the SPC. J 

One of the e a r l y strengths of the SDPC came from the 
support of Cotton's Weekly, a r a d i c a l paper r e c e n t l y con
verted to s o c i a l i s m . I t was published i n the u n l i k e l y ( f o r 
a s o c i a l i s t paper) town of Cowansville, Quebec, by W. V. 
Cotton, a b a r r i s t e r and son of a l o c a l businessman. O r i g i n 
a l l y a reform paper, i t moved g r a d u a l l y to the s o c i a l i s t 
p o s i t i o n and, a f t e r the p u b l i s h e r l o s t out In a b i d f o r a 
seat i n the House of Commons i n 1908, he j o i n e d the Montreal 
l o c a l of the SPC. At the same time he promoted the sa l e of 
h i s j o u r n a l across Canada, with some success. In many ways 
i t was a more readable paper than the C l a r i o n , l e s s pedantic 
and covering a wider v a r i e t y of t o p i c s . When i t f i r s t 
appeared, the C l a r i o n was ki n d to i t , even though i t was not 
e n t i r e l y r e v o l u t i o n a r y i n content, reminding i t s readers 

that " f u l l - f l e d g e d r e v o l u t i o n a r i e s do not drop from heaven: 
14 

they grow." This tolerance d i d not l a s t l o ng, however, 
and when Cotton's c i t e d s t r i k e s as evidence of the c l a s s 

^Cotton's Weekly, Dec. 14, 1911, estimates that 
at t h i s time, j u s t p r i o r to the formation of the SDPC, 
the membership of the SPC had dropped to about 1 , 3 0 0 
while the groups forming the new party t o t a l l e d about 
2,000 members. 

14 
C l a r i o n , March 20, 1909. 
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s t r u g g l e the C l a r i o n soon took i t to ta s k , p o i n t i n g out 
that the c l a s s s t r u g g l e was not between buyers and s e l l e r s 

15 
but between masters and s l a v e s . Cotton's continued to 
advocate i t s own brand of s o c i a l i s m , however, and when the 
SDP was formed the newspaper was designated the o f f i c i a l 
organ of the party although there were no e d i t o r i a l or 
f i n a n c i a l connections. In 1914 Cotton s o l d the paper and 
i t was moved to Toronto under the new name of Canadian  
Forward. The paper c o l l a p s e d when the SDP d i d i n 191'8.16 

In B. C. the SDP r e c e i v e d boosts from two events 
i n v o l v i n g Hawthornthwaite and W i l l i a m s . In Nanaimo 
Hawthornthwaite, f i n d i n g i t i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t to get 
along w i t h the members of h i s l o c a l , f i n a l l y submitted h i s 
r e s i g n a t i o n to the PEC i n A p r i l , 1911. What l i t t l e evidence 
there i s concerning t h i s t r o u b l e seems to i n d i c a t e that i t 
was as much a problem of p e r s o n a l i t i e s (on both s i d e s ) as 

17 
of d o c t r i n e . The l o c a l accused Hawthornthwaite of not 

^ I b i d . , Aug. 2 0 , 1910. 

l 6 S e e Chapter V I I I . 
17 

The sto r y of the d i f f i c u l t y between Hawthornthwaite 
and the Nanaimo l o c a l i s reproduced i n the C l a r i o n , May 2 0 , 
1911 , i n the form of copies of l e t t e r s from Hawthornthwaite, 
r e p r i n t s from the Nanaimo Herald (where the Nanaimo l o c a l 
f i r s t p u b l ished i t s charges against Hawthornthwaite) and 
Hawthornthwaite's statement to the DEC of the SPC. The 
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performing h i s party duties and of being more i n t e r e s t e d i n 
preparing the V i c t o r i a r i d i n g to e l e c t him i n the next 
f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n . Annoyed wi t h Nanaimo l o c a l ' s handling of 
the s i t u a t i o n , the PEC e x p e l l e d the e n t i r e l o c a l from the 
SPC. A number of l o c a l s objected to t h i s and c a l l e d f o r a 
referendum. Of the t h i r t y ^ t h r e e l o c a l s a c t i v e at the time, 
s i x were opposed to the PEC a c t i o n , three supported i t , 
seven c a l l e d f o r a convention to discuss the e n t i r e a f f a i r 
as w e l l as o v e r a l l party o r g a n i z a t i o n , and the others d i d 
not answer the referendum c a l l . Because a majority d i d not 
oppose them, the PEC 'assumed that t h e i r a c t i o n was v i n d i -

18 

cated. As i n many other cases, non-voting l o c a l s were 
counted as supporters on the assumption that i f they d i s 
agreed they would s u r e l y have voted. 

Nanaimo l o c a l was t r y i n g to i n i t i a t e some c o n t r o l over 
Hawthornthwaite's a c t i v i t i e s . They complained about h i s 
inadequate o r g a n i z i n g a c t i v i t i e s and accused him of not 
submitting to the P r o v i n c i a l Secretary a l i s t of names 
which the l o c a l had provided f o r Commissioners to take 
a f f i d a v i t s under the E l e c t i o n Act (non-paying appointments.) 
There were also charges of land s p e c u l a t i o n . This h i t the 
newspapers i n 1912. The B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Feb. 2 0 , 1 9 1 2 , 
reported that Hawthornthwaite had made thousands of d o l l a r s 
through the s a l e of c o a l r i g h t s on some land he owned. 
The Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e , A p r i l 3 , 1912 , was more 
s p e c i f i c ; they reported Hawthornthwaite had r e c e i v e d 
$ 1 2 5 , 0 0 0 f o r some land he had purchased f o r $ 6 0 , 0 0 0 . 

C l a r i o n , J u l y 1 , 1911. 
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At the annual SPC convention i n the f a l l of 1911 , 

the Hawthornthwaite a f f a i r was the main item of business. * 
A f t e r i n i t i a l l y o v e r r u l i n g the PEC's e x p u l s i o n of the 

19 
Nanaimo l o c a l , the convention e v e n t u a l l y supported the PEC 
but not before f u l l y t h i r t y per cent of the delegates had 

20 

walked out. The Nanaimo l o c a l j o i n e d the SDP. In the 
next p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n Hawthornthwaite d i d not run and the 
Nanaimo SDP l o c a l nominated Jack Place to contest Hawthorn-
thwaite's o l d seat. Place won the e l e c t i o n , thus g i v i n g the 
SDP a s i t t i n g member i n the p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t u r e . 

The SDP gained another l o c a l i n 1911 when the 
Ladysmith group, at a meeting which Parker Williams was un
able to attend, decided to leave the SPC and j o i n the SDP. 
Unaware of t h i s a c t i o n , W i l l i a m s went t o a nomination 
meeting.for the p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n of March 2 8 , 1 9 1 2 , and 
found that he too was expected to j o i n the SDP. H e . i n s i s t e d 

" ^ I b i d . , Dec. 1 6 , 1911 . 

20 
Most of the groups represented by these delegates 

j o i n e d the SDPC which was formed l a t e r i n the year. This 
was one of the most v i t r i o l i c of SPC conventions. I t was 
a f t e r t h i s convention that McKenzie resigned as party 
s e c r e t a r y and e d i t o r of the C l a r i o n . He s a i d he resigned 
f o r personal reasons and not because of the convention, 
but he described the convention as "an ex e r c i s e i n f u t i l i t y . " 
C l a r i o n , Dec. 1 6 , 1911 . McKenzie remained a c t i v e i n the 
SPC u n t i l h i s death i n 1917 , but Kingsley played no f u r t h e r 
l e a d i n g r o l e s a f t e r 1911 and e v e n t u a l l y j o i n e d the PLP i n 
1918. 
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on remaining w i t h the SPC but d i d agree to j o i n the SDP 
l o c a l as w e l l i n order to maintain long-standing contacts 
with the members. He ran f o r r e - e l e c t i o n as an SPC 
candidate and was s u c c e s s f u l . L a t e r that year Nanaimo be
came the seat of the p r o v i n c i a l executive of the SDP and 
the new executive attempted to place W i l l i a m s under t h e i r 
c o n t r o l . He refused, saying he was already subject to 
c o n t r o l by the P r o v i n c i a l Executive Committee of the SPC. 
He then wrote the l a t t e r g i v i n g them a l l ithe i n f o r m a t i o n . 
They r u l e d t h a t , since Williams had j o i n e d another p a r t y , 
he was (according to the c o n s t i t u t i o n ) no longer a member 

21 

of the SPC. Williams maintained h i s SDP membership, 
which meant that the SDP now had two s i t t i n g members i n 
the B. C. l e g i s l a t u r e . I t looked as though the SDP was 
about to replace the SPC' as the dominant s o c i a l i s t group 
i n B. C. But such was not to be the case. 

In the b y - e l e c t i o n held i n Vancouver on February 
2 6 , 1916 , Parker W i l l i a m s spoke on a p u b l i c p l a t f o r m i n 
favour of a L i b e r a l Party candidate. In May the SDP read 
him out of the party because h i s a c t i o n was a v i o l a t i o n 

22 

of the c o n s t i t u t i o n . He again won r e - e l e c t i o n m the 

2 1 C l a r i o n , Sept. 14, 1912. 
2 2 V i c t o r i a C o l o n i s t , May 16,. 1916. The SPC's 
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p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n of September 14, 1916, running as an 
Independent S o c i a l i s t . C l e a r l y by t h i s time Williams was 
winning the Newcastle r i d i n g on h i s own r e p u t a t i o n and not 
as a member of e i t h e r of the s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s . In the 
same e l e c t i o n Jack Place was defeated i n Nanaimo by a 
labour candidate. The f o l l o w i n g year Williams resigned h i s 
l e g i s l a t i v e seat to accept appointment by the new L i b e r a l 
government to the Workmen's Compensation Board. 

In another d i r e c t i o n the SDP had e a r l i e r gained 
support at SPC e x p e n s e — t h i s time from the f o r e i g n language 
l o c a l s . In B. C. Ernest Burns s a i d that at one time the 

2 3 
SDP "was mainly F i n n i s h . " In the r e s t of Canada the SDP 
con s i s t e d mainly of U k r a i n i a n s , Jews and Finns. I n t e r e s t 
i n g l y i t was the F i n n i s h group i n Port A r t h u r , Ontario, who 
were ins t r u m e n t a l i n c a l l i n g the 1911 convention to e s t a b l i s h 

r e a c t i o n was that Williams had never r e a l l y understood the 
" h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e of c l a s s s t r u g g l e s i n human 
s o c i e t y . " C e r t a i n l y W i l l i a m s ' a c t i o n i s d i f f i c u l t to 
e x p l a i n , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n view of the sentiments he expres
sed i n a l e t t e r he wrote three years e a r l i e r : "Toryism 
f i g h t s i n the open, with a spiked club. L i b e r a l i s m s t e a l s 
up i n the guise of a f r i e n d , and by purchase, by b r i b e r y , 
by f r a u d , and by d u p l i c i t y , endeavours to defeat us.... 
Whether c o r p o r a t i o n , thug, or agency s;spy, scab or h a r l o t , 
that lends h i m s e l f to d i v i d e the workers on e l e c t i o n day, 
by masquerading i n the garb of a Lib/Lab candidate, a l l 
are the shameless t o o l s used by the house of plunder." 
C l a r i o n , A p r i l , 1916. 

Interview w i t h Ernest Burns, A p r i l , 1 9 5 8 , by 
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the SDPC. 

I t w i l l be r e c a l l e d from the previous chapter that 
the SPC c o n s t i t u t i o n allowed f o r the establishment of 
f o r e i g n language l o c a l s . For a number of reasons, however, 
t h i s d i d not work out to the s a t i s f a c t i o n of e i t h e r the 
party or i t s f o r e i g n language branches. Many of the branch 
members b e l i e v e d that the ki n d of s o c i a l i s m they had known 
i n t h e i r homelands should also be p r a c t i s e d In Canada. The 
p r i n c i p a l s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s on the European continent were 
M a r x i s t , but they a l s o advocated intermediate reforms. For 
t h i s reason most of the European immigrants who were i n t e r 
ested i n s o c i a l i s m were more i n tune w i t h the SDP than with 
the SPC. As one F i n n i s h member of the SPC e x p l a i n e d , 

The s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n s are a l t o g e t h e r d i f f e r e n t 
i n F i n l a n d to those of t h i s country. U n t i l a 
few years ago the country has been under a 
complete despotism...people who never before 
i n t h e i r l i v e s had a voice i n the management 
of a f f a i r s , place more than a due confidence 
i n the parliaments as a means of b e t t e r i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s even under the c a p i t a l i s t system 
of production. They are not conscious of the 
i n a b i l i t y of parliaments.24 

P r e j u d i c e apparently also played a part i n the 
f a l l i n g out between the SPC and i t s f o r e i g n language groups. 

Angus Maclnnis C o l l e c t i o n , Box 53, U.B.C. 

Sept. 24, 1909-

Dorothy Steeves. 
24 

C l a r i o n , 
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Though t h i s does not seem to have been the case i n 
Vancouver, there was c e r t a i n l y an element of i t i n the 
breakup of the Toronto l o c a l and of the Winnipeg l o c a l 
as w e l l . I t seemed to be e s p e c i a l l y important i n those 
l o c a t i o n s where the f o r e i g n language l o c a l s became power
f u l enough to e l e c t some o f t h e i r members to executive 
p o s i t i o n s . A number of reports i n the C l a r i o n accused 
the E n g l i s h language group of devious t a c t i c s i n t r y i n g 
to h o l d onto power. One such t a c t i c was the w i t h h o l d i n g 
of membership dues stamps from the f o r e i g n l o c a l s so that 
at e l e c t i o n time t h e i r members would be i n e l i g i b l e to 
vote because t h e i r memberships had run out. "Jealousy, 
vengeance and race p r e j u d i c e have then developed among 

25 
the defeated...." s a i d Samuel Schneider, a member of 
the Jewish branch i n Winnipeg. 

The f o r e i g n language groups had formed o r i g i n a l l y 
because most of the new immigrant members could not under
stand or take part i n the meetings. To meet t h i s problem 
a group of U k r a i n i a n members i n Winnipeg had proposed i n 
1907 to e s t a b l i s h a U k r a i n i a n S o c i a l i s t League (USL) as 
part of the. SPC. The League would propagandize among the 
Uk r a i n i a n s , p u b l i s h i t s own U k r a i n i a n newspaper and have 

C l a r i o n , Oct. 3 0 , 1909-
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a say i n SPC a f f a i r s . I t was estimated there were 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 

Ukrainians i n Western Canada who would be reached much more 
e a s i l y by Ukrainian-speaking organizers and a Uk r a i n i a n 
newspaper than by English-speaking organizers and the 
C l a r i o n . Under the proposal a l l USL members would also be 
members of the SPC, un i t e d through t h e i r l o c a l s and branches 
with t h e i r English-speaking comrades. The USL was to i n f l u 
ence the operation of the SPC through a c t i o n s of i n d i v i d u a l 
members i n the SPC l o c a l s and at party conventions where the 
executive of the USL would have separate votes. No a c t i o n 

2 6 

was taken on t h i s proposal when i t was f i r s t made. Pre
sumably the DEC at t h i s time d i d not consider the matter to 

r 

be important enough to pursue. Meanwhile, the Uk r a i n i a n 
s o c i a l i s t s d i d proceed to p u b l i s h t h e i r own s o c i a l i s t news
paper, the Robotchy j . Narod. 

In the ensuing years, although disputes c o n t i n u a l l y 
broke out between the foreign-language groups and the 
English-speaking groups, the party executive d i d l i t t l e to 
a l l e v i a t e the problem. In 1907 they had published a thousand 
copies of the SPC c o n s t i t u t i o n i n F i n n i s h , but nothing was 

2 7 
done f o r the U k r a i n i a n s . One l o c a l (Gibson's Landing) 

1907. 

1907. The Finns coming to B. C. 

2 6 
I b i d . , Nov. 1 6 , 

27 I b i d . , Jan. 1 2 , 
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hoped the problem might be solved by a b o l i s h i n g f o r e i g n 
language branches a l t o g e t h e r . Gibsons' had always kept 
the n a t i o n a l i t i e s together, and b e l i e v e d t h e i r own success
f u l experiment might provide a model f o r the whole pa r t y . 
They proposed that a l l branch l o c a l s be ab o l i s h e d , that 
there be only one chartered l o c a l i n any area and that a l l 
organizers be under the d i r e c t c o n t r o l of e i t h e r the PEC 
or DEC. The DEC published the suggestion and c a l l e d f o r 

2 8 

comments, but i f any were received they were not published. 
The DEC continued to ignore the problem. 

Meanwhile the Uk r a i n i a n members were becoming i n 
c r e a s i n g l y d i s s a t i s f i e d with the way i n which the party was 
being run, w i t h the p o s i t i o n of Immigrant groups w i t h i n the 
SPC, and wit h the ambiguous aspect of the party p l a t f o r m 
regarding support by e l e c t e d members of l e g i s l a t i o n to im
prove conditions f o r the workingman. In a l e t t e r to the 
DEC, Myr S t e c h i n s h i n , e d i t o r of the Robotchy j Narod, s a i d , 

were an i n t e r e s t i n g group. Some of them attempted to set 
up a c o l l e c t i v e U t o p i a at S o i n t u l a . See John I l m a r i , 
Kolehmainen, "Harmony Island-A F i n n i s h Utopian Venture i n 
B r i t i s h Columbia," B. C. H i s t o r i c a l ''Quarterly, V. 4, No. 2 
( A p r i l , 1 9 4 l ) pp. 11-123 f o r the story of the Finns on 
Vancouver I s l a n d and l a t e r Malcom I s l a n d . F i n d i n g the co a l 
mines on Vancouver I s l a n d oppressive, they moved to Malcom 
I s l a n d to set up a Utopian farming community. The area was 
unsu i t a b l e f o r farming, however, so they took to f i s h i n g . 

I b i d . , Oct. 3 0 , 1909 . 
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Nearly every s o c i a l i s t party of Europe was 
once i n the same stage of development, i n 
which the S.P. of C. i s now, and there i s 
no reason why should not the S.P. of C. 
p r o f i t by the experience of her s i s t e r s . . . . 
The European reformers are more r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
than the Canadian r e v o l u t i o n i s t s . 

He went on to attack the ambiguity of the plat f o r m : 
Now the question a r i s e s , Who i s to decide the 
que s t i o n , whether some p a r t i c u l a r l e g i s l a t i o n 
i s i n the i n t e r e s t s of the working c l a s s or 
not? It-'seems that the Party should do i t . 
It-does not. The three S o c i a l i s t members of 
the B. C. Parliament have occupied t h e i r seats 
f o r a number of years and the Party never 
expressed i t s e l f as to what they should do i n 
there. According to the p l a t f o r m they were 
f u l l y e n t i t l e d to keep quiet or even to vote 
i n the i n t e r e s t s of the C.P.R. or to vote f o r 
shooting the s t r i k e r s .... i t i s a b s o l u t e l y 
impossible f o r the S o c i a l i s t members of 
Parliament to r e l y on the advice of P r o v i n c i a l 
E xecutives. Why, i t would be necessary to hold 
a continuous meeting f o r a p e r i o d of a few 
months j u s t to give p o i n t e r s to the S o c i a l i s t 
members.... The Party should express i t s e l f what 
k i n d of l e g i s l a t i o n i s i n i t s o p i n i o n i n the 
i n t e r e s t of the working c l a s s , and the S o c i a l i s t 
members of Parliament should not ask f o r any 
other questions .... 
That i s the whole "immediate demands" question. 
That i s i t and that i s how i t i s put i n a l l 
S o c i a l i s t P a r t i e s of Europe.... 
I challenge anybody to point out to me i f there 
was one instance when the S o c i a l i s t members of 
Parliament of B. C. were opposing any reforms 
such as 8-hour day and other p a l l i a t i v e measures 
of European S o c i a l i s m . No, they were always 
advocating them! 
The Parliament i s an o p p o r t u n i s t i c and compro
mising i n s t i t u t i o n and any p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , 
whether i t s h r i e k s r e v o l u t i o n or reform, i f i t 
takes part i n parliamentary a c t i v i t y and i s not 
i n m a j o r i t y , becomes of n e c e s s i t y a reform body 
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29 regardless of i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y aim. 
At a meeting of the Uk r a i n i a n S o c i a l i s t P u b l i s h i n g A s s o c i 
a t i o n i n Winnipeg on November 12, 1909, at which a l l 
U k r a i n i a n l o c a l s and branches of the SPC were represented, 
the f e e l i n g was expressed that U k r a i n i a n l o c a l s were only 
nominally i n the SPC; they d i d not know what was going on 
i n the p a r t y , as the party d i d not know what was going on 

30 
i n the f o r e i g n language l o c a l s . I t was proposed therefore 
that a U k r a i n i a n S o c i a l i s t Federation be formed, with Myr 
S t e c h i n s h i n as s e c r e t a r y . While remaining i n the SPC, the 
Federation would supervise a l l propaganda and p u b l i c a t i o n s 
i n the U k r a i n i a n language. -At the same time the F i n n i s h 
l o c a l s i n B. C. were also suggesting language f e d e r a t i o n s . 
Their proposal was that language l o c a l s be allowed to e l e c t 
executive committees which would have the same standing as 
PEC's and would deal d i r e c t l y w i t h the DEC. 3 1 The DEC 
responded by saying they would favour the F i n n i s h proposal 
but not the U k r a i n i a n p r o p o s a l , since the l a t t e r appeared 
to give "the impression of a language f e d e r a t i o n i n whose 
a f f a i r s the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada s h a l l have no say., 

2 9 I b i d . , Sept. 25, 1909 

3 0 I b i d . , A p r i l 9, 1910. 

3 1 I b i d . , A p r i l 16, 1910 
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but which s h a l l have a say i n the S o c i a l i s t Party of 
32 

Canada. 1 

The r e j e c t i o n i m p e l l e d Myr S t e c h i n s h i n to move to 
form the U k r a i n i a n S o c i a l Democratic Party of Canada (USDPC). 
A convention of U k r a i n i a n s o c i a l i s t s was held i n Edmonton 
August 22 to 25 j 1 9 1 0 , to decide whether they would remain 
w i t h the SPC or go to Stechinshin's new USDPC. Charles 
O'Brien, the SPC o r g a n i z e r i n A l b e r t a , was i n v i t e d to speak 
to the conference, but one speech could hardly undo a l l the 
neglect of the past. The delegates voted twenty-four to 
two to go with the USDPC. 3 3 

The USDPC was one of the groups which came together 
i n Port Arthur i n December, 1 9 1 1 , to form the S o c i a l Demo
c r a t i c Party of Canada (SDPC). Some of the B. C. and A l b e r t a 
U k r a i n i a n l o c a l s broke away from the USDPC, formed the 
U k r a i n i a n S o c i a l i s t Federation and a p p l i e d to the SPC to. be 
a f f i l i a t e d as a f o r e i g n language group with t h e i r own execu
t i v e committees and t h e i r own paper, the Nova Hromada. This 
time the DEC was more r e c e p t i v e to i t s U k r a i n i a n members— 
i t agreed to give them a"charter i f no p r o t e s t s were heard 

3 2±bid., May 2 1 , 1910. 

3 3 I b i d . , Sept. 3 , 1910. 
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w i t h i n t h i r t y d a y s . j n But the change i n t a c t i c had come 
too l a t e ; by f a r the l a r g e s t number of members had gone to 
the USDPC. E a r l i e r the German, Jewish and L e t t i s h l o c a l s 
of the SPC i n Winnipeg had voted to withdraw from the SPC. 
In withdrawing they s a i d , "We are of the opinion that the 
best i n t e r e s t s of the movement today demand: 1) The 
adoption of a c o n s t r u c t i v e p o l i c y , and 2) The democratic 
management of the a f f a i r s of the p a r t y , both of which 

35 
features are l a c k i n g i n the S. P. of C." They formed 
the S o c i a l Democratic Party of Manitoba and then became 
a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the SDPC when i t was organized i n December, 
1911 . During 1 9 1 0 , 1911 , and 1912 , most of the F i n n i s h 
l o c a l s of the SPC i n B. C. also j o i n e d the SDPC. One e f f e c t 
of these d e f e c t i o n s was that the SPC had now become predom
i n a n t l y E n g l i s h speaking while the SDPC consisted p r i m a r i l y 
of immigrant groups, although there were s i g n i f i c a n t numbers 
of both E n g l i s h and foreign-language members i n both groups. 

By 1912 s o c i a l i s m i n B. C. as an .organized force was 
i n d i s a r r a y . The constant i n t e r n e c i n e b a t t l i n g of the past 
few years marred i t s appeal f o r new r e c r u i t s ; the des i r e d 

1911 . 

1910. 

34 
I b i d . , June 17 , 

35 I b i d . , Aug. 20 
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image o f a u n i f i e d movement w i t h an i d e o l o g y t h a t c o u l d 

save the w o r l d was s u p p l a n t e d by an image o f a group which 

was b o t h f a c t i o n r i d d l e d and d i f f i c u l t t o get a l o n g w i t h . 

The i n t e r n a l s t r u g g l e s had a l s o l e d t o s p l i t s i n the s o c i a l 

i s t r a n k s . At t h i s time the SPC had d w i n d l e d t o i t s B. C. 

and A l b e r t a g r o u p s , w i t h a few s c a t t e r e d remnants i n the 

o t h e r p r o v i n c e s . The SDP i n B. C. d i d not become a power-

f u l f o r c e e i t h e r p o l i t i c a l l y o r as an e d u c a t i o n a l v e h i c l e . 
37 

Not h a v i n g i t s own p r o v i n c i a l p a r t y o r g a n , i t depended on' 
3 8 

C o t t o n ' s Weekly which r e f l e c t e d i n the main the i n t e r e s t s 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o determine j u s t how many members 
the SDP had i n B. C. Cott'on's Weekly, September 1 7 , 1914 , 
c a r r i e d a r e p o r t by P r o v i n c i a l S e c r e t a r y E r n e s t Winch 
s t a t i n g t h e r e were f i f t e e n l o c a l s w i t h 689 members. I n the 
same i s s u e t h e r e i s a s h o r t h i s t o r y o f the, SDP and the 
a u t h o r c l a i m s "82 l o c a l s i n O n t a r i o , 46 i n B. C., 45 I n 
A l b e r t a , 20 i n Saskatchewan, 28 i n M a n i t o b a and 8 i n the 
P r o v i n c e o f Quebec." I n C o t t o n ' s Weekly, June 4 , 1914 , 
t h e r e i s a l i s t o f d e l e g a t e s to the B. C. c o n v e n t i o n o f the 
SDP r e p r e s e n t i n g t h i r t e e n l o c a l s . The F i n n i s h l o c a l s are 
grouped as one b u t they do have twenty-one vot e s compared 
to one o r two f o r most o t h e r areas and f o r t y - n i n e f o r 
Nanaimo. I t would appear t h a t Winch's f i g u r e s are somewhat 
more a c c u r a t e than the h i s t o r i a n ' s . 

3 7 
F o r a few months i n the s p r i n g o f 1914 the Vancouver 

l o c a l o f the S D P ' p u b l i s h e d the S o c i a l Democrat but i t s u c 
cumbed t o f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s . 

3 8 
Some i n d i c a t i o n o f i n t e r e s t i n the SDP b r and o f 

s o c i a l i s m i n the v a r i o u s r e g i o n s i s g i v e n i n the f o l l o w i n g 
t a b l e showing the c i r c u l a t i o n o f C o t t o n ' s Weekly f o r the 
y e a r s 1909 and 1912. G.R.F. Troop, S o c i a l i s m i n Canada 
(M.A. T h e s i s , M c G i l l U n i v e r s i t y , 1 9 2 2 ) , p. 57- T h i s i s not 
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of the Eastern groups. Consequently the various groups i n 
B. C. were i s o l a t e d from each other since they d i d not have 
an ongoing means of communicating party a c t i v i t i e s and con
cerns to each.other. Moreover, because a majority of the 
membership were eJf European immigrant stock, the SDP was not 
able to appeal to a large segment of the working f o r c e , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y the c r a f t unions, who were predominantly of 
Anglo-Saxon h e r i t a g e . In a b i d to overcome t h i s d i f f i c u l t y 
and to i n j e c t new l i f e i n t o the p a r t y , a number of SDP 
l o c a l s attempted to i n v o l v e union people i n the SDP by i n 
v i t i n g t h e i r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to a l l - c a n d i d a t e nominating 

an i n d i c a t i o n of membership since many subscri b e r s would 
not. n e c e s s a r i l y be SDP members. (Many SPC members sub
s c r i b e d to both the C l a r i o n and Cotton's.) 

1909 1912 

Nova S c o t i a 404 1 ,361 
Prince Edward I s l a n d 3 18 
New Brunswick 152 417 
Quebec 788 1 ,261 
Ontario 1 ,029 9 , 0 9 3 
Manitoba 177 1 ,398 
Saskatchewan 212 2 ,651 
A l b e r t a 167 2 , 9 8 8 
B r i t i s h Columbia 479 4,779 

3,411 •23,956 
By comparison the C l a r i o n c i r c u l a t i o n during the years up 
to 1910 v a r i e d widely from a low of about 2 , 5 0 0 to a high 
of 1 0 , 0 0 0 . In l a t e 1911 when the B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t took 
over the s u b s c r i p t i o n l i s t of the C l a r i o n there were j u s t 
over 5 , 0 0 0 s u b s c r i b e r s . There are no r e g i o n a l f i g u r e s 
a v a i l a b l e f o r the C l a r i o n . 
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conventions, s t i p u l a t i n g only that a l l candidates be 
s o c i a l i s t s of the SDP v a r i e t y , though not n e c e s s a r i l y 

39 
party members. The union people, however, d i d not 
respond; the attempts to woo labour f e l l f l a t . 

The SDP also made repeated attempts to convince 
the SPC that i t would be to i t s advantage to un i t e w i t h 
the SDP. Such approaches were always r e j e c t e d by the SPC, 
however, w i t h a haughty r e p l y that anyone who could abide 
by the p l a t f o r m and t a c t i c s of the SPC—the one true 

40 
s o c i a l i s t p a r t y — w a s welcome to j o i n . Cotton's Weekly 

41 

also suggested amalgamation of the two p a r t i e s on a 
n a t i o n a l s c a l e but t h i s proposal too the SPC r e b u f f e d , 
p o i n t i n g out that the l a r g e r party produced by amalgama-

39 B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Nov. 1 9 , 1912 

^ C l a r i o n , A p r i l 5 , 1 9 1 3 , and Aug. 1 , 1914. Not 
that there was animosity between the two groups at a l l 
times, although t h i s was the case i n Vancouver where 
p e r s o n a l i t i e s had become i n v o l v e d . In Winnipeg the two 
groups r e a l i z e d the important t h i n g was to make s o c i a l i s t s . 
They formed the Winnipeg S o c i a l i s t Club, the purpose of 
which was s t r i c t l y s o c i a l and would have nothing to do w i t h 
c o n t r o v e r s i a l matters. The hope was to graduate people 
from the s o c i a l club i n t o one or the other of the s o c i a l 
i s t p a r t i e s . C l a r i o n , Oct. 14, 1913-

^ C o t t o n ' s Weekly, A p r i l 4 , 1 9 1 3 , and again on 
A p r i l 3 0 , 1 9 1 4 , when the platforms of both p a r t i e s were 
p r i n t e d . 
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t i o n would also be a weaker party because of i n e v i t a b l e 
i n t e r n a l s t r i f e . True to i t s word and i t s p r i n c i p l e s to 
the l a s t , the SPC d i d not cooperate or combine with any 
other group except f o r one b r i e f f l i n g during the 1924 
B. C. e l e c t i o n . 

The SDP's c o n t r i b u t i o n to the p o l i t i c s of the L e f t 
i n B. C. lay i n showing the unions t h a t not a l l s o c i a l i s t s 
disavowed the need f o r immediate reforms. In 1918 the 
B. C. Federation of Labour was instrumental i n forming the 
Federated Labour Party (FLP), the appearance of which 
marked the demise of the SDP i n B. C. as the l a t t e r ' s few 
remaining members went to the FLP. The formation of the 
FLP also marked the beginning of a new r e l a t i o n s h i p between 

42 
labour and s o c i a l i s m i n B. C. 

There had always been enough SPC members i n labour 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n B. C. to prevent formation (often under 
pressure from the Eastern labour leadership) of a separate 
labour p a r t y . They were also able to muster enough support 
i n p r o v i n c i a l labour bodies so that the l a t t e r would 

The concern here i s with the s o c i a l i s t s ' i n v o l v e 
ment i n labour's p o l i t i c a l and i n d u s t r i a l forays i n B C 
Others have w r i t t e n about labour o r g a n i z a t i o n , labour 
s t r i f e and labour p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n i n B. C. See- Stuart 
Jamieson,_Times of Trouble: Labour Unrest and I n d u s t r i a l 
C o n f l i c t i n Canada, 1900-66: p«in P M i U p . N „ P ~ n r r  

Greater; M a r t i n Robin, R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and Canadian Labour. 
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p u b l i c l y support e i t h e r the SPC i t s e l f or s o c i a l i s m as a 
general g o a l . In B. C. there were always s o c i a l i s t s i n 
the executives of l o c a l and p r o v i n c i a l bodies and i n i n d i 
v i d u a l unions. Many of these s o c i a l i s t s , b e l i e v i n g that 
unions were an e s s e n t i a l response to c a p i t a l i s m , were i n 
the f o r e f r o n t of every great union b a t t l e from the F i s h e r 
men's S t r i k e i n 1900 to the One Big Union. Other s o c i a l i s t s 
became i n v o l v e d i n unionism through t h e i r jobs and were able 
to i n f l u e n c e union d e c i s i o n s concerning p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . 
I n t e r e s t i n g l y , those s o c i a l i s t s who were i n f l u e n t i a l i n 
labour c i r c l e s were members of the SPC, not, as one might 
expect, the SDP. The leaders of the WFM were SPC members, 
as were other a c t i v e labour leaders such as John M c l n n i s , 
Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e , Jack Leheny, V i c t o r Midgley, Jack 
Kavanaugh, Joe Naylor, James Watters, J . H. McVety, J . T. 
Mortimer, W. A. P r i t c h a r d and, l a t e r , Ernest Winch. These 
men were not i n t e r e s t e d only i n the economic a c t i o n of 
labour unions, but i n p o l i t i c a l labour involvement as w e l l , 
though not v i a separate labour p a r t i e s . They endeavoured 
i n s t e a d to channel labour's p o l i t i c a l support through the 
SPC, on the grounds that i t was f o o l i s h to s p l i t the support 
of the working c l a s s when the SPC was already a c t i v e l y rep
r e s e n t i n g the workers' i n t e r e s t s . Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e , f o r 
example, was a le a d i n g l i g h t of the SPC f o r years and also 
worked during that time i n the labour movement, not because 
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he b e l i e v e d i n t h e i r economic g o a l s , nor i n the usefulness 
of unions themselves, but because he b e l i e v e d these were 
groups that could be d i r e c t e d toward p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . His 
comment was t y p i c a l of the SPC view: 

The trade union movement has 'outlived i t s 
u s e f u l n e s s , i f I t ever had any, from an a l l -
workers standpoint,*,. I t has not won a " v i c t o r y " 
i n the l a s t f i v e years. I t w i l l win l e s s i n 
the next f i v e . I t does not guarantee a man a 
job through a f f o r d i n g a c e r t a i n degree of 
p r o t e c t i o n to those fortunate enough to have 
one. I t comprises only about one-tenth of 
the working c l a s s . I t does not recognize that 
every man, woman and c h i l d has a .Nature-given 
r i g h t to l i v e ; , that the human nejdds of one are 
as great as the human needs of another, and 
t h e r e f o r e , a l l should receive the same recom
pense as f a r as m a t e r i a l needs are concerned. 
I t i s not an emancipating movement but a 
t r a d e r s ' movement, pedlars of labour power-;?... 
What other s o l u t i o n i s there but the c o l l e c t i v e 
ownership of the things we c o l l e c t i v e l y use: 
production f o r use, i n l i e u of p r o f i t — 
S o c i a l i s m ? ^ 

Undoubtedly the SPC's a t t i t u d e concerning the f u t i l i t y 
of economic reforms made i t very d i f f i c u l t f o r the party to 
get union members' support. Arguing that the c a p i t a l i s t s 
always h e l d the upper hand i n economic matters and th e r e f o r e 
e f f o r t s should i n s t e a d be d i r e c t e d toward a t t a i n i n g p o l i t i c a l 
power, the SPC deplored trade 
men away from the true causes 

C l a r i o n , Aug. 5 , 1905-

The V o i c e , Sept. 2 8 , 1 9 0 6 . 

unions which " d i v e r t e d working 
44 

of r e v o l u t i o n . " 
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At the Twenty-Second Annual Convention of the Trades 
and Labour Congress of Canada, h e l d i n V i c t o r i a i n September, 
1906, the delegates c a l l e d f o r each p r o v i n c i a l congress to 
f a c i l i t a t e the o r g a n i z a t i o n of a Canadian Labour Party (CLP) 
i n t h e i r p r o v i n c e s , but not before prolonged debate i n i t i 
ated by the s o c i a l i s t s i n attendance. The view of the 
s o c i a l i s t s toward a Labour Party i n B. C. was best expressed 
by P e t t i p i e c e , who attended as a delegate from the Vancouver 
Trades and Labour C o u n c i l : "The formation of an Independent 
Labour P a r t y , e s p e c i a l l y f o r B. C. when s o c i a l i s t o r g a n i 
z a t i o n i s almost complete i n a maj o r i t y of the c o n s t i t u e n -

n45 
c i e s . . . . i s a miscarriage of energy and e f f o r t . He went on 
to p r e d i c t the speedy death of the "untimely I n f a n t . " A 
meeting to organize a CLP i n B. C.was held October 29 and 
30. Delegates were i n v i t e d from a l l B. C. unions. Ju s t 
p r i o r to t h i s meeting (October 6-8) the SPC had h e l d I t s 
annual convention i n Nelson at which a motion was passed 
condemning 

the s e t t i n g up of any and a l l such "labor 
p a r t i e s " as c a l c u l a t e d to deceive, confuse 
and mislead the workers i n t o a l i n e of 
a c t i o n that not only cannot r e l i e v e them from 
the s t r e s s of c a p i t a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n , but 
must i n e v i t a b l y tend to a p r o l o n g a t i o n of 
t h e i r present m i s e r i e s , and t h e i r f u r t h e r 
degradation, and be i t f u r t h e r r e s o l v e d , that 
we warn a l l workingmen to be extremely 

C l a r i o n , Oct. 6, 1906. 
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cautious i n g i v i n g support to such schemes 
l e s t they u n w i t t i n g l y be induced to f o l l o w 
a l i n e of a c t i o n that because of i t s f a l s e 
premises and obscure conclusions can but ^5 
lead to disappointment and f i n a l d i s a s t e r . 

The October 29-30 labour convention was c o n s t i t u t e d 
on the b a s i s of one delegate from each union r a t h e r than 
on the b a s i s of p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . The f i r s t 
item f o r d i s c u s s i o n was a motion by delegate McKenzie of 
the United Brotherhood of Carpenters and J o i n e r s , asking 
that delegates be given votes i n accordance with the numer-

47 
i c a l s trength of the unions they represented. The motion 
was c a r r i e d twenty-six to twenty-three. I t soon became 
apparent that the meeting was d i v i d e d between those who 
favoured the formation of a CLP i n B. C. and those who pre
f e r r e d to give labour support to the SPC. The l a t t e r came 
mainly from the mining unions i n the Kootenay and Vancouver 
I s l a n d while the CLP supporters came mainly from the c r a f t 
unions i n Vancouver and V i c t o r i a . The mining unions were 

4 6 I b i d . , Oct. 2 0 , 1906. 

47 ^ 
Vancouver,Dally Province, Oct. 3 0 , .1906. The 

account which f o l l o w s i s taken from the V i c t o r i a D a i l y Times, 
Oct. 3 l'and Nov. 1 , 1 9 0 6 ; The V i c t o r i a C o l o n i s t , Oct. 3 0 , 3 1 , 
and Nov. 1 , 1 9 0 6 ; The Vancouver D a i l y Province, Oct. 30 and 
3 1 , 1 9 0 6 , and the C l a r i o n , Nov. 3 , 1 9 0 6 . The United Brother
hood of Carpenters and J o i n e r s had i n s t r u c t e d t h e i r delegate 
to c a l l f o r p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . There i s no 
evidence that t h i s move had been•engineered by the SPC. 
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by f a r the l a r g e s t i n the province and w i t h p r o p o r t i o n a l 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n t h i s meant there was now a s i z a b l e m a j o r i t y 
i n support of the SPC. 

Before the convention could proceed with other 
business, W i l l i a m Davidson, M.L.A. and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of 
the Slocan Miners Union, moved that the convention go on 
record as being unable to support a labour party which d i d 
not stand f o r the a b o l i t i o n of c a p i t a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n and 
the end of wage s l a v e r y . Since there already e x i s t e d i n 
B. C'. a party that d i d oppose these t h i n g s , s a i d Davidson, 
the convention should urge a l l labour union members to 
support the SPC and study the p r i n c i p l e s of s o c i a l i s m . The 
o p p o s i t i o n argued that t h i s motion was out of order since 
the delegates had been sent by t h e i r unions to form a labour 
party and i t was beyond t h e i r a u t h o r i t y to do anything e l s e . 

Davidson r e t o r t e d that h i s experience i n the l e g i s -
l a t u r e had taught him that the only people who c o n s i s t e n t l y 
f o s t e r e d and supported l e g i s l a t i o n f o r the working c l a s s 
were the s o c i a l i s t members and i t therefore behooved labour 
to get behind t h i s p a rty. However, the CLP supporters d i d 
not wait to debate the i s s u e . Twenty-four of them b o l t e d 
the convention and went to another room wi t h the i n t e n t i o n 
of c a r r y i n g on w i t h the avowed purpose of the convention. 
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A f t e r they l e f t Davidson's motion was put to a vote and 
48 

passed ninety to twelve w i t h forty-two abstentions. 
CY 

Having no. f u r t h e r business to conduct, the meeting ended 

and delegates returned home. 
The group who had l e f t the meeting reconvened t h e i r 

own meeting and proceeded to form the B. C. s e c t i o n of the 
CLP. Their p l a t f o r m c a l l e d f o r such reforms as free com
pulsory education, a 44-hour work week, p u b l i c ownership of 
a l l c o a l mines, r a i l w a y s and t e l e g r a p h s , a b o l i t i o n of the 
Senate, e x c l u s i o n of a l l A s i a t i c s and other o b j e c t i o n a b l e 
a l i e n s , adult s u f f r a g e , establishment of a n a t i o n a l bank 

49 
and government-operated f i r e and l i f e insurance companies. 
Not r e p r e s e n t i n g most of B. C.'s organized labour, the CLP 
thus set up was never heard from again. Though labour can
didates d i d afterward run i n e l e c t i o n s , they were sponsored 
l o c a l l y and not by any organized p r o v i n c i a l labour party. 

" S o c i a l i s t s Planned to Stop New Party" declared a 
50 

Vancouver D a i l y Province headline f o l l o w i n g the meeting. 

48 
The abstentions were the weighted votes of the men 

who had l e f t the convention. 
49 

A l l the d a i l y newspapers gave t h i s conference wide 
coverage, each of them devoting two or three f u l l columns 
to the debates and d i s c u s s i o n s of both groups. 

5 0 
Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e , Oct. 3 1 , 1906. 
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Although there Is no evidence that the s o c i a l i s t s p l o t t e d 
i n advance to stop the proposed labour p a r t y , there i s no 
doubt t h a t , once a r r i v e d at the convention, they d i d take 
concerted a c t i o n and c e r t a i n l y they were pleased with the 
r e s u l t . The SPC had c o n t i n u a l l y propagandized the miners 
of the province and also served them w e l l In the l e g i s l a 
t u r e . At t h i s meeting the miners showed t h e i r a p p r e c i a t i o n . 
Although they had not prevented the formation of a B. C. 
s e c t i o n of the CLP, they had ensured that i t would not com
mand province-wide support. For only a part of organized 
labour to s u c c e s s f u l l y carry forward the new party was 
i m p o s s i b l e , since that r e q u i r e d considerable enthusiasm, 
which was not forthcoming. Obviously there was not yet a 
s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e segment of labour ready to express i t 
s e l f p o l i t i c a l l y or w i l l i n g to j e t t i s o n the SPC. 

The f o l l o w i n g year the A l b e r t a labour groups met In 
convention to form a p r o v i n c i a l s e c t i o n of a CLP. Once 
again the s o c i a l i s t s f o i l e d the attempt. Parmeter P e t t i 
piece was then working as an organizer f o r the A l b e r t a 
Trades and Labour C o u n c i l and p a r t of h i s job was to 
organize the convention. Through c o n t r o l of the r e s o l u t i o n s 
committee he was able to determine what r e s o l u t i o n s got to 
the f l o o r of the convention. The convention r e j e c t e d the 
proposal f o r a separate labour party and voted support f o r 
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the SPC. 

The e f f e c t of s o c i a l i s t subversion of attempts to 
set up labour p a r t i e s i s discussed i n Chapter IX. I r o n i 
c a l l y , i t i s do u b t f u l that endorsement by labour groups 
aided the SPC at the p o l l s . The party continued f o r some 
time to get good support i n the mining areas and mixed or 
l i t t l e support elsewhere i n the province. The experience 
of the SPA was much the same. V i c t o r Berger, the only SPA 
member ever e l e c t e d to the American Congress, i n w r i t i n g 
of an unsuccessful attempt to get a p r o - s o c i a l i s t r e s o l u 
t i o n through the 1902 AFL convention, declared: 

A r e s o l u t i o n l i k e t h i s , even when ( i f ) passed 
w i t h a l a r g e m a j o r i t y , would mean l i t t l e or 
nothing to the cause of S o c i a l i s m i n America.;. 
In f a c t experience i n the past...has proven 
that r e s o l u t i o n s of trades union congresses, 
even when going so f a r as to advise the members 
to vote the t i c k e t of the S o c i a l i s t p a r t y , 
amount to nothing i n p r a c t i s e . ^ 1 

But SPC subversion of labour p a r t i e s was based more on 
concern f o r p r i n c i p l e and ideology than on a de s i r e f o r 
labour votes. To the SPC the e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e i n 
p o l i c y between the l a b o u r i t e and s o c i a l i s t was that 

the L a b o r i t e d i s t r u s t s the c a p i t a l i s t s as men, 
t r a c i n g h i s t r o u b l e to unjust a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
of t h i n g s and an unequal d i v i s i o n of p r o f i t s ; 
the S o c i a l i s t c l a i m i n g not moral s u p e r i o r i t y 
f o r the workers as a c l a s s , challenges and 

David A. Shannon, The S o c i a l i s t Party of America,-
(Chicago, Quadrangle Paperback, 1967 Q-955] ), p. 2 2 . • 
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denounces the c a p i t a l i s t "system" of production 
as founded upon the robbery of the workers, 
founded not as a d e l i b e r a t e and conscious con
s p i r a c y against any c l a s s i n s o c i e t y but 
i n v o l v e d through the changed and expanding 
form of i n d u s t r y . . . . 
Reduced to i t s lowest common denominator, the 
e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e between Independent Labour 
and S o c i a l i s m i s that the former would t r y to 
regul a t e robbery, the l a t t e r guarantees to 
a b o l i s h I t . 5 2 

A f t e r the 1906 attempts to form a labour party i t 
was some years before labour as an organized group would 
make another t r y . However, i n B. C. a large number of 
the labour leaders were s o c i a l i s t s who were constantly 
d i s s a t i s f i e d w i t h the conservative nature of the TLCC. 
The l a t t e r was dominated by the c e n t r a l Canadian unions 
who were not enamoured of s o c i a l i s t p r i n c i p l e s to the same 
extent as were union men i n the West. In an attempt to 
improve t h e i r e f f e c t i v e n e s s on both the economic and p o l i t i 
c a l f r o n t s , a number of B. C. unions j o i n e d i n 1910 to form 
the B. C. Federation of Labour. P h i l l i p s says t h i s move 
r e f l e c t e d "the whole s p i r i t of a s o c i a l c l a s s movement that 

ha;&: emerged wi t h the strong s o c i a l i s m of the maj o r i t y of 
53 54 union l e a d e r s . " The f i r s t p resident was J . C. Watters"^ 

5 2 C I a r i o n , Sept. 2 2 , 1906. 
5 3 

Paul P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, p. 49-

54 In 1915 Watters served as president of the TLCC. 
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and the f i r s t s e c r e t a r y was Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e . Both were 
a c t i v e members of the SPC. The i n f l u e n c e of the s o c i a l i s t s 
on the labour movement was r e f l e c t e d i n the statement of 
p r i n c i p l e s adopted at the 1910 convention: 

We...pledge ourselves to unceasingly demand a 
u n i v e r s a l workday of eight hours or l e s s so 
long as labour-power i s s o l d as a commodity. 
We b e l i e v e there i s more e f f i c a c y i n e l e c t i n g 
working c l a s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to w r i t e the laws 
than by s u p p l i c a t o r y methods and our e f f o r t s 
w i l l move i n that d i r e c t i o n i n the f u t u r e . We 
are f i r m l y convinced that the future belongs to 
the only u s e f u l people i n human s o c i e t y — t h e 
working class.55 

The convention also voted- to endorse s o c i a l i s m as a p o l i t i 
c a l g o a l , but d i d not s p e c i f y whether i t was the SPC or 
SDP brand of s o c i a l i s m . 

The B. C. Federation of Labour was s t a r t e d by the 
more r a d i c a l unions and i n i t i a l l y was r a t h e r s m a l l . By 
the time of i t s second annual convention i n 1912, however, 
membership had grown to almost f i v e thousand and a year 
l a t e r i t was almost nine thousand. At the second conven
t i o n delegates again discussed the p o s s i b i l i t y of endorsing 
s o c i a l i s m and a r e s o l u t i o n asking a l l a f f i l i a t e d unions to 
hold s p e c i a l meetings to vote on the question was passed 

From the D e c l a r a t i o n of P r i n c i p l e s of the B. C. 
Federation of Labour, quoted i n William/Bennett, B u i l d e r s  
of B r i t i s h Columbia, p. 44. 
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s e v e n t y - e i g h t t o t h r e e w i t h f i v e a b s t e n t i o n s . The r e s u l t s 

o f the p o l l i n d i c a t e d t h a t u n i o n members as w e l l as t h e i r 

l e a d e r s were i n f a v o u r o f s o c i a l i s m : i n the t h i r t y - s e v e n 

u n ions w h i c h f o r w a r d e d r e s u l t s o f t h e i r v o t e t o the T h i r d 

Annual C o n v e n t i o n , a t o t a l of 1 ,718 members were i n f a v o u r . 

431 opposed. I n o n l y s i x unions was t h e r e a m a j o r i t y 
56 

opposed. The Vancouver Trades and Labour C o u n c i l a l s o 

p o l l e d i t s members ( r e p r e s e n t i n g about o n e - t h i r d o f 

B. C.'s u n i o n i z e d l a b o u r f o r c e o f about 2 0 , 0 0 0 ) , who v o t e d 

f i f t y - t h r e e t o e i g h t i n f a v o u r . I t was one t h i n g t o vote 

i n f a v o u r of s o c i a l i s m , however, and q u i t e a n other t o 

t r a n s l a t e such a v o t e i n t o a c t i o n . As was seen i n the 

p r e v i o u s c h a p t e r , the SPC had by t h i s time p a s s e d i t s p o l i t 

i c a l n a d i r and was r e t i r i n g more and more i n t o an e d u c a t i o n a l 

s h e l l . By 1917 V i c t o r M i d g l e y was a b l e t o say i n h i s p r e s i 

d ent's r e p o r t t o the B. C. F e d e r a t i o n ' s A nnual C o n v e n t i o n 

t h a t the SPC was "no l o n g e r a f a c t o r i n the p o l i t i c a l l i f e 
57 

o f the p r o v i n c e . " The SDP o f course had never been a 

p o l i t i c a l f a c t o r and even now, though i t s membership was' 

l a r g e r t h a n t h a t o f the SPC, the SDP had ve r y few i n f l u -
D°B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , J a n . 24, 1913- M i n u t e s o f 

the T h i r d Annual C o n v e n t i o n o f the B. C. F e d e r a t i o n o f 
Labour. 

5 7 I b i d . , March 9 , 1917- L e t t e r t o the E d i t o r from 
V i c t o r M i d g l e y . 
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e n t l a l labour members. Moreover, i t s large European 
membership made i t unappealing to a large part of the 
union membership. Thus, though the vote i n B. C. Feder
a t i o n of Labour had i n d i c a t e d s u b s t a n t i a l support f o r 
s o c i a l i s m , there was no party to which the leaders of the 
Federation could channel p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . 

One might wonder why at t h i s p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t i n 
time so many labour people had apparently moved to the 
l e f t i n t h e i r p o l i t i c a l stance. Part of the answer, of 
course, l i e s i n the f a c t that a large number of labour 
leaders were connected with the SPC. For them to w i e l d 
i n f l u e n c e among the rank and f i l e , however, suggests that 
the general membership had also moved to the l e f t . In 
p a r t t h i s was due to the constant educational work per
formed by the SPC over the years. But there were i n 
a d d i t i o n p a r t i c u l a r issues which demonstrated to u n i o n i s t s 
that the c l a s s war about which the SPC preached was not 
e n t i r e l y myth. One of the most s i g n i f i c a n t i s s u e s , u n i t i n g 
labour and s o c i a l i s m , was the Nanaimo Miners' S t r i k e . 

There are a number of d i f f e r e n t accounts regarding 
what t r i g g e r e d the s t r i k e , although most are g e n e r a l l y 
agreed that i t s t a r t e d as a general " h o l i d a y " when a miner 
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by the name of Samuel Mottishaw was f i r e d . Why Mottishaw 
l o s t h i s job i s not c l e a r (no accounts, from the mine owners 
are a v a i l a b l e ) . One story i s that Mottishaw was b l a c k l i s t e d 

59 

because he was on the gas i n s p e c t i o n committee and the 
Company thought he was doing too thorough a job. Another 
account i s that he was too a c t i v e a member of the SPC and 

60 
the Company wanted him to leave the I s l a n d . At any r a t e . 

There are two views as to- why the s t r i k e spread. 
The d a i l y press of the time again blamed f o r e i g n a g i t a t o r s 
among the miners, t h i s time i n the form of the United Mine 
Workers of America, with d i s t r i c t headquarters i n S e a t t l e . 
For example, the Vancouver D a i l y Province, May 1 7 , 1913 , 
s a i d that the 600 miners i n Nanaimo i n favour of the s t r i k e 
were a l l s ubmitting to orders by Robert F o s t e r , president 
of D i s t r i c t 28 w i t h o f f i c e s i n S e a t t l e . Ah a l t e r n a t i v e 
e x planation i s o f f e r e d by Paul P h i l l i p s i n No Power Greater 
and Stuart Jamieson i n h i s report to the Task Force on 
I n d u s t r i a l R e l a t i o n s , Times of Trouble: Labour Unrest and  
I n d u s t r i a l C o n f l i c t i n Canada, 1 9 0 0 - 6 6 . The l a t t e r suggest 
that the miners had almost to beg the UMWA to come to 
organize. P h i l l i p s a l s o suggests that the owners wanted 
the work stoppage to cover up the existence of watered 
stock. McKenzie and Mann had purchased Dunsmuir's Vancouver 
I s l a n d c o a l i n t e r e s t s and f l o a t e d a $25 m i l l i o n d o l l a r stock 
i s s u e , and at the time were t r y i n g to obtain f i n a n c i n g f o r 
the Canadian Northern. The s t r i k e , says P h i l l i p s , would be 
reason f o r them not paying a dividend on the watered stock. 
P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, p. 56 . 

P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, p. 5 6 . 

Clarion-, Dec. 1 3 , 1912. In the same Issue the 
correspondent, Bob Walker from Cumberland, claims that i t 
i s the s o c i a l i s t s whom the Company i s t r y i n g to get out of 
the mines and o f f the I s l a n d . He quotes the Mayor of 
Cumberland as sa y i n g , "Whatever chance the miners had of 
winning b e f o r e , since they s t a r t e d to f l y the red f l a g , 
there i s no hope f o r them at a l l . The company and the 
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the men were locked out and the s t r i k e soon spread from 
Cumberland to Ladysmith, Extension and Nanaimo. Eventu
a l l y about eight thousand men were i n v o l v e d . 6 1 The s t r i k e / 
lockout began on September 1 2 , 1 9 1 2 , and things were not 
e n t i r e l y back to normal u n t i l August, 1914, although work 
d i d s t a r t at Ladysmith and Nanaimo on September 1 1 , 1913 , 

and at the other l o c a t i o n s reached about two-thirds capa
c i t y through the use of scabs. During t h i s lengthy s t r i k e 
p e r i o d , groups on the L e f t came together as they had never 
done before i n B. C. For the f i r s t time a major i t y of the 
unionized workers were a f f i l i a t e d w i t h a c e n t r a l organ
i z a t i o n , enabling them to channel t h e i r demands i n t o a 
coordinated e f f o r t . By January, 1914, there were 120 

unions, r e p r e s e n t i n g some 14 , 0 0 0 workers, a f f i l i a t e d w ith 
the B. C. Federation of L a b o u r . 6 2 Again there was t a l k of 
forming a p o l i t i c a l arm of labour, but t h i s time a committee 
was s t r u c k to approach both the SPC and the SDP with plans 
f o r amalgamation of the two and s t r u c t u r i n g of a party which 

government can stand anything but t h a t . " Mottishaw was a 
B r i t i s h miner who had come to the SPC through membership 
i n the Nanaimo S o c i a l i s t Club and the Revolutionary 
S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada. 

6 lC.A.R., 1 9 1 3 , P- 6 8 1 . 

6 2 P h i l l i p s > No Power Greater, p. 6 0 . 
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would have, the support of organized labour i n the prov-
inc e . But concerted p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n was not the only 
concern. There was also some t a l k i n labour c i r c l e s about 

64 

using the general s t r i k e as a weapon, and t h i s was the 
f i r s t time, outside of IWW c i r c l e s , that such a c t i o n had 
been s e r i o u s l y considered i n B. C. 

On August 12 and 1 3 , 1 9 1 3 , v i o l e n c e broke out i n 
Ladysmith, South W e l l i n g t o n , Nanaimo and Extension. At 
Extension things got so bad that Bowser, the Attorney Gen-' 
e r a l , sent i n the M i l i t i a . Two hundred and f i f t y - s i x men 
were a r r e s t e d , i n c l u d i n g Jack P l a c e , SDP MLA, and Sam 
G u t h r i e , at that time president of the Nanaimo l o c a l of 
the UMWA and l a t e r a labour MLA. With the i n t e r v e n t i o n of 
the m i l i t i a the SPC now put the b a t t l e on the p o l i t i c a l 
f i e l d , d e s c r i b i n g i t as a c l a s s s t r u g g l e . The headline of 
the August 30 C l a r i o n declared: NOW! YOU 2 0 , 0 0 0 B. C. 
UNIONISTS - ACT! and an e d i t o r i a l noted that the s t r i k e 
could have been s e t t l e d long ago i f the miners had allowed 
the owners to get r i d of a l l the s o c i a l i s t s i n the mines, 

° JB. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Nov. 14, 1913- A Labour 
Representatibn : ::CommIttee of f i v e was appointed by the B. C. 
Federation to approach the SPC and the SDP. In the C l a r i o n 
Dec. 6, 1 9 1 3 , the meeting between the SPC and the committee 
i s reported,.as w e l l as the unanimous r e j e c t i o n by the SPC. 

64 P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, p. 57-
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which would have meant the end of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the 
d i s t r i c t by s o c i a l i s t s i n the l e g i s l a t u r e . Thus, s a i d the 
C l a r i o n , the "miners w i l l be s t r i p p e d and h e l p l e s s , and at 
the mercy of the. most, -conscienceless gang of l a b o r - s k i n n e r s 
that ever cursed t h i s c ontinent." The e d i t o r i a l then went 
on to advocate s t r i k e a c t i o n i n the manner that would have 
pleased the IWW: 

The 2 0 , 0 0 0 u n i o n i s t s of the B. C. Federation 
of Labour have declared f o r s o c i a l i s m and 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . They now have the oppor-

. t u n i t y to e x e r c i s e a brand of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n 
that the c a p i t a l i s t i n t e r e s t s of t h i s province 
have not reckoned w i t h . ' 
I f a s i n g l e miner i s shot by the forces of 
murder—STRIKE I 

I f those forces are used to cow the miners while 
the mines are flooded with O r i e n t a l l a b o r - - i n 
contravention of the s t a t u t e law of the p r o v i n c e — 
STRIKE! 
I f the a r r e s t e d men are r a i l r o a d e d to j a i l i n 
the attempt to destroy the p o l i t i c a l and 
economic o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the workers—STRIKE! 

The armory of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n i s not exhausted 
by p u t t i n g a b a l l o t paper i n a box once i n 
four years. A s t r i k e f o r these objects w i l l 
be as t r u l y p o l i t i c a l as i s the a c t i o n of the 
government i n l e v e l l i n g r i f l e s and machineisguns 
at•the s t r i k i n g miners...65 

On October 2 3 , 1 9 1 3 , f i v e of the a r r e s t e d men were 

65 
-^Clarion, Aug. 3 0 , 1913 
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sentenced to. two years' imprisonment, twenty-two to one 
year plus a $100. f i n e , and eleven to three months and a 

e 
67 

50 f i n e . 6 6 Some of the others had p r e v i o u s l y been rele a s e d 

and some were h e l d f o r a number of months without t r i a l 
On October 27 r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the B. C. Federation of 
Labour, 'UMWA, VTLC,'IWW, SPC, SDP and the V i c t o r i a Trades" 
and Labour C o u n c i l met i n the IWW headquarters i n Vancouver 
to form the Miners' L i b e r a t i o n League, 6 8 the purpose of 
which was to work f o r the release of the miners who, they 
f e l t , had been r a i l r o a d e d to j a i l . The League d i d have 
some success: i n March, 1914, twenty-two of the convicted 
miners were pardoned and none of the others served t h e i r 

69 

f u l l sentence. The argument of the League, and e s p e c i 
a l l y of the B. C. Federation of Labour, was that the 
government was i n many ways to blame f o r what happened and 
had 

a s s i s t e d the c o a l operators to help defeat the 
miners i n various ways, such as non-enforcement 
of the Coal Mines Regulation Act, the Deception 

1 9 1 3 , p. 682 

67 

6 6 
I b i d . , Nov. 8 , 1913 , l i s t s a l l the names. C.A.R., 

Jamieson, Times of Trouble, p. 125 

6 8 C l a r i o n , Nov. 8 , 1913-

P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, p. 6 0 . 
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of Workmen Act and the Order-ln-Council 
regarding immigration i n t o B r i t i s h Columbia, 
and by sending s p e c i a l p o l i c e and m i l i t i a to 
act as "scab-herders. " 7 0 

The SPC d i d not stay long i n the League. They voted 
71 

to leave when the League would not repudiate the s t a t e 
ments made at a p u b l i c meeting by a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the 
IWW who declared t h a t , i f r e s u l t s were not obtained by year 
end, then attempts would be made to shoot or poison McBride 
and members of h i s cabinet and a m i l l i o n d o l l a r s ' worth of 
property would be destroyed each week. Though the SPC 
maintained sympathy f o r the goals of the League, they be
l i e v e d that success would come only by c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
means. Thus was the b r i e f p e r i o d of cooperation between 
the s o c i a l i s t s and organized labour ended. 

The u n i f y i n g e f f e c t of the Vancouver I s l a n d Coal 
Miners' S t r i k e on the labour movement was also s h o r t - l i v e d . 
By the time things had returned to normal i n the mines, the 
country was at war and the depression which had s t a r t e d i n 
1913 was exacerbated by the loss of European markets and 
the c e s s a t i o n of b u i l d i n g and ra i l w a y c o n s t r u c t i o n . In 
1915 more people were on the unemployed l i s t s than i n the 

7°Labour Gazette, V o l . XV, 1 9 1 4 - 1 9 1 5 , p. 273-

7 1 C l a r i o n , Jan. 3 , 1914. 
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organized labour movement. The B. C.. Federation of Labour 

represented about twenty-one thousand workers i n 1913 and 

t h i s f e l l to l e s s than eleven thousand by the end of 
72 

1915- By 1 9 1 6 , however, the war economy had taken h o l d , 
and t h i s , coupled with the larg e number of young men who 
had j o i n e d the f o r c e s , brought f u l l employment to the 
province. When wages d i d not r i s e to keep pace with the 
steep p r i c e i n c r e a s e s , however, union a c t i v i t y i n t e n s i f i e d 
again. Coupled w i t h these economic f a c t o r s were p o l i t i c a l 
concerns which brought labour once again to the point of 
co n s i d e r i n g the formation of i t s own par t y . At the TLCC 
convention i n 1917 a move toward p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n was again 
made when a motion was passed urging each p r o v i n c i a l group 
to develop i t s own labour p a r t y . 

In B. C. the issue that f i n a l l y brought the union 
people and many of the s o c i a l i s t s together i n common p o l i t i -

73 
c a l cause was manpower r e g i s t r a t i o n and c o n s c r i p t i o n . 

7 2 P h i l l i p s . , No Power Greater, p. 62. 
7 3See Chapter V I , Footnote 21 and-Chapter V I I I , 

pp. 326-341 f o r a more extensive d i s c u s s i o n of the SPC 
review of c o n s c r i p t i o n and the war. 
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Prom the beginning both the SPC and the SDP had been 
against the war. The labour movement i t s e l f had been 
s p l i t over the e f f i c a c y of the war, but one t h i n g that 
had u n i t e d i t was the b e l i e f that there should not be 
c o n s c r i p t i o n of manpower without the accompanying con
s c r i p t i o n of wealth. At the B. C. Federation of Labour 
Convention i n January, 1 9 1 8 , "the most outstanding d e c i s i o n 

74 
. . . a r r i v e d at was that a p o l i t i c a l convention be formed. '• 
An i n t e r e s t i n g aspect i s that the d e c i s i o n to help form a 
labour party was taken as a r e s u l t of a report 'by Parmeter 

75 
P e t t i p i e c e concerning the forming of a p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i 
z a t i o n . Strong o p p o s i t i o n to such an o r g a n i z a t i o n came 
from other SPC members at the convention, i n c l u d i n g Ernest 
Winch, who was a delegate of the Longshoremen, Arthur 
Goodwin from the miners i n T r a i l , and Joseph Naylor who at 
the time was president of the BCFL. In h i s president's 
report Naylor based Jhis o b j e c t i o n on the age-old argument, 
which had worked so w e l l on previous occasions, that the 
SPC was already i n the f i e l d r e p resenting the working c l a s s 
When the f i n a l vote was taken on the quest i o n , "Are you i n 

7 i JB. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Feb. 1 , 1918. 

75 
E. T. Kingsley and Parmeter P e t t i p i e c e apparently 

dropped out of a c t i v e SPC lead e r s h i p r o l e s about 1911 . 
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favour of a working c l a s s p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n ? " there 
were eighty-two i n favour, eleven against and f i f t e e n 
a bstentions. Naylor and the other SPC members had won 
the po i n t that the new party should not be an o f f i c i a l 
body .©.<£' the BCFL. The convention c a l l e d f o r a P r o v i n c i a l 
Labour Conference to be he l d on February 2 , 1 9 1 8 , f o r the 

7 f-i 
purpose of forming the new p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 

The executive of the new o r g a n i z a t i o n , named the 
Federated Labour Party (FLP) was amply represented w i t h 
ex-members of the SPC. Kingsley from Vancouver and John 
Mclnnis o f ' F o r t George were Vice Presidents and Gordon 
K e l l y was p r e s i d e n t . Other former SPC s t a l w a r t s who a c t i v e 
l y p a r t i c i p a t e d i n the conference and took out memberships 
i n the new party were Hawthornthwaite, McVety, Dr. W. J . 
Curry,(who had been e x p e l l e d from the SPC i n 1910 and then 

j o i n e d the SDP'G.) A. S. W e l l s , Jack Kavanaugh and P e t t i -
77 

piec e . Though the p l a t f o r m was a f a r cry from previous 
labour statements, i t was s t i l l not one that an SPC member 
could support. The i n f l u e n c e of the s o c i a l i s t s was evident 
i n statements such as one that the FLP " i s organized f o r 

B..C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Feb. 1 , 1918. 

I b i d . , Feb. 8 , 1918. 
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the purpose of securing i n d u s t r i a l l e g i s l a t i o n , and the 
c o l l e c t i v e ownership and democratic operation of the means 

7 8 
of wealth production." But there were a number of other 
planks which i n times past men l i k e K i n g s l e y would have 
shunned as p a l l i a t i v e s . T r u l y the FLP was a mixture of 
s o c i a l i s t and labour thought. I t was a c t u a l l y very s i m i l a r 
to the SDP, except that i t enjoyed the support of a large 
body of unions i n the pro v i n c e , i n c l u d i n g both the c r a f t 

79 
unions and the i n d u s t r i a l s . 

The SDP i n B. C. was absorbed i n t o the FLP. While 
the SPC continued w i t h i t s own separate e x i s t e n c e , i t s 
i n f l u e n c e was :minimal and i t s membership s t e a d i l y d e c l i n e d . 
I t was now the FLP's turn to be the dominant i n f l u e n c e i n 
the p o l i t i c s of the L e f t i n B. C. The long s t r u g g l e between 
the three shades of p o l i t i c a l hue on the L e f t i n B. C. had 
come almost f u l l c i r c l e - - f r o m labour dominance at the turn 
of the century to the ascendancy of r e v o l u t i o n a r y Marxism 
and f i n a l l y , at the close of the second decade, to a com
b i n a t i o n of labourism and p o s s i b l i s m . 

P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater. 
79 

For f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n of the formation of the 
FLP, see Chapter VIII,-pp. 359F. 



324 

CHAPTER V I I I 

NEW ALIGNMENTS ON THE B. C. LEFT 

The r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m of Marx as preached 
by the SPC i n B. C. had f a l l e n on hard times during the 
pe r i o d f o l l o w i n g 1910. Having once been the dominant 
group on the L e f t i n B. C , with p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s 
and l o c a l s across the dominion, the party had gradually 
l o s t many of i t s n a t i o n a l groups and i n B. C. had now to 
contend with competition from the SDP. But f u r t h e r 
realignments were yet to come. The 1914-1918 War and the 
1917 events i n Russia and t h e i r aftermath changed p o l i t i c a l 
alignments throughout the world and B. C. was no exception. 
The i d e a l of " i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s m " which had appealed 
to so many s o c i a l i s t s , was s e r i o u s l y undermined by the war. 

According to Adam Ulam, 
The age i n which Marx wrote saw the s t i r r i n g 
of p o l i t i c a l l y subject n a t i o n a l i t i e s . This 
was seen as j u s t a r e f l e c t i o n of the economic 
and p o l i t i c a l questions. With t h i s oppression 
gone, n a t i o n a l i s m i t s e l f was to f i n d i t s 
expression i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , d i c t a t e d by 
the ever spreading network of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n . 
The l o g i c of i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n , which makes 
the workers i n t o s o c i a l i s t s , f o r b i d s them to 
become c h a u v i n i s t s . ! 

Adam Ulam, The Unf i n i s h e d R e v o l u t i o n , p. 5 6 . 
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But Marx was wrong. With the outbreak of war, the mantle 
of i n t e r n a t i o n a l s o c i a l i s m q u i c k l y came apart at the seams. 
Nationalism proved to be the stronger of the two i d e o l o 
g i e s , and s o c i a l i s t s i n the various countries f e l l i n t o 
l i n e behind t h e i r n a t i o n a l governments. The workers of the 
world d i d not u n i t e and the much heralded i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
brotherhood exploded w i t h the f i r s t shot f i r e d . The German 
S o c i a l Democratic Party was the strongest s o c i a l i s t party 
i n Europe and since 1891 had been considered the r e p o s i t o r y 
of the legacy of Marx and Engels. At the outbreak of the 
war, however, a l l but one of the party's r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n 
the Reichstag voted to support Germany's entry i n t o the war. 
The i d e a l of s o c i a l i s t i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s m , thus weakened, 
never recovered i t s pre-war s t r e n g t h , and since that time 
has been f u r t h e r weakened by Russia's s a c r i f i c e of n a t i o n a l 
communist p a r t i e s to the needs of Russian n a t i o n a l i s m . 

The a c t i o n of the German S o c i a l Democratic P a r t y , the 
B r i t i s h Labour Party and other European s o c i a l i s t groups 
came as no s u r p r i s e to the SPC. The l a t t e r had c o n s i s t e n t l y 
refused to j o i n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t Bureau (the 
Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l ) on the grounds that a large number of 
the members were nothing but p s e u d o - s o c i a l i s t s advocating 
an e v o l u t i o n a r y transformation to s o c i a l i s m and t h e r e f o r e 
the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t Bureau was not an expression of 
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working.class i n t e r e s t . This a t t i t u d e had caused some 
s t r i f e i n the p a r t y , which had come to a head i n 1 9 0 9 j u s t 
.prior to the d e f e c t i o n of a large part of the membership 
to the SDP: The Dominion Executive Committee had taken a 
stand against a f f i l i a t i o n on the grounds that the I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t Bureau had admitted n o n - s o c i a l i s t bodies, 
and that such bodies were not only ignorant of s o c i a l i s t 
p r i n c i p l e s but also p r a c t i s e d compromise with c a p i t a l i s t 
p a r t i e s , thus b e t r a y i n g the working c l a s s . Some SPC l o c a l s 
opposed t h i s d e c i s i o n and c a l l e d f o r a referendum to resolve 
the q u e s t i o n , but before the argument could be c a r r i e d 
f u r t h e r the d i s s i d e n t groups l e f t the SPC to go to the SDP. 
The question of a f f i l i a t i o n w i t h the Bureau never arose 
again w i t h i n the SPC, a l l the remaining members agreeing 
that compromise was out of the question i n a true r e v o l u t i o n 
ary s o c i a l i s t party as the SPC was. 

Since 1 9 0 9 the SPC had been p r e d i c t i n g war between 
B r i t a i n and Germany as a r e s u l t of the business i n t e r e s t s ' 
endeavours to r e v i v e trade. As the SPC s a i d , "Only by 
d e s t r u c t i o n of property on a vast s c a l e can the i n t e r e s t s 
of property be served." Consequently the party was not 

2 C l a r i o n , Aug. 7 , 1 9 0 9 , 

3 I b i d . , March 6 , 1 9 0 9 . 

and Sept. 4 , 1 9 0 9 -
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s u r p r i s e d by e i t h e r the outbreak of h o s t i l i t i e s or the 
a c t i o n of the many " p s e u d o - s o c i a l i s t " p a r t i e s around the 
world. Though the SPC opposed the war, they viewed i t 
i n the context of the i n e v i t a b l e h i s t o r i c a l process which 
would lead u l t i m a t e l y to the d e s t r u c t i o n of c a p i t a l i s m and 
r u l e by the p r o l e t a r i a t . As an e d i t o r i a l i n the C l a r i o n 
e x p l a i n e d , 

Though the war may be c o s t l y i n both l i f e and 
t r e a s u r e , nothing but ul t i m a t e good can come 
of i t . The war madness must run i t s course. 
The c a p i t a l i s t system must destroy i t s e l f . 
Whether i t does so by the f o l l y of i t s own 
t o o l s and o f f i c i a l a c t s , or through a p r o l e 
t a r i a t that has been d r i v e n i n t o r e v o l u t i o n 
because of i t s oppression and tyrannies"matters 
l i t t l e . There are signs upon the European ^ 
hor i z o n that presage the beginning of the end. 

Although the SPC opposed the war throughout i t s d u r a t i o n , 
i t d i d not advocate any other means, except f o r c o n s t i t u 
t i o n a l ones, to a t t a i n the party's ends. I t was t h i s 
h i s t o r i c a l d e t e r m i n i s t p o s i t i o n which saved the SPC from 
government harassment during the war and prosecution under 
the 1918 Order-in-Council banning the meetings of o r g a n i 
zations opposed to the war. 

When the war began the SPC published the f o l l o w i n g 
manifesto; 

In view of the European s i t u a t i o n and the 

^ C l a r i o n , Aug. 15, 1914, 
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e f f o r t s of the c a p i t a l i s t press and p o l i t i c i a n s 
to s t i r up a war fever i n Canada to the end that 
the Canadian workingmen w i l l be induced to take 
up arms i n defense of the i n t e r e s t s of t h e i r 
master, the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada i n s t e a d 
of passing f u t i l e r e s o l u t i o n s of p r o t e s t , would 
c a l l your a t t e n t i o n to the f o l l o w i n g f a c t s : 

1) Inasmuch as a l l modern wars have t h e i r o r i g i n 
i n the disputes of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l c a p i t a l i s t 
c l a s s f o r markets i n which to dispose of the 
s t o l e n products of labour, or to p r o t e c t them
selves i n possession of the markets they already 
have, the motive of the a n t i c i p a t e d s t r u g g l e i n 
Europe i s of no r e a l i n t e r e s t to the i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
working c l a s s . 
2) F u r t h e r , the s t r u g g l e , i f m a t e r i a l i z e d , 
w i l l c laim as i t s v i c t i m s countless thousands 
of the members of our c l a s s i n a q u a r r e l that 
i s not t h e i r s , i t behooves the workers not to 
be c a r r i e d away by the f r e n z i e d clamorings 
of the i n t e r e s t e d advocates of war, the 
vaporings of c a p i t a l i s t "statesmen" or the 
b l a r e of m a r t i a l music. In no conceivable 
manner, shape or form could the i n t e r e s t s of 
the workers of any of the n a t i o n a l i t i e s 
i n v o l v e d be f u r t h e r e d or protected by t h e i r 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the c o n f l i c t . 
3) . • .the only s t r u g g l e that can be of v i t a l 
i n t e r e s t to the working classes of a l l nations 
i s that which has f o r i t s object the wresting 
of t h i s power from the hands of the master 
c l a s s and using i t to remove a l l forms of 
e x p l o i t a t i o n and s e r v i t u d e . To t h i s s t r u g g l e 
the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada c a l l s you. The 
only b a r r i e r standing i n our way i s ignorance 
i n the ranks of our own c l a s s . 
As an I n t e r n a t i o n a l Working C l a s s , we have but,-
one enemy-—the I n t e r n a t i o n a l C a p i t a l i s t C l a s s . 

I b i d . , Aug. 15 , 1914. 
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Throughout the war the e f f o r t s of the SPC were 
d i r e c t e d toward convincing workers of the t r u t h of the 
above. (The SDP's a t t i t u d e i n B. C. was s i m i l a r , though 
not as uncompromising.) But the party had l i t t l e i n f l u 
ence on labour i n t h i s regard. When the TLCC held i t s 
congress i n Vancouver i n September, 1915 , the anti-war 
sentiments of the s o c i a l i s t s i n i n f l u e n t i a l p o s i t i o n s i n 
the B. C. and A l b e r t a labour o r g a n i z a t i o n s were s c a r c e l y 
acknowledged. The Congress passed the f o l l o w i n g d e c l a r 
a t i o n w i t h only twenty-nine negative votes, a l l of which 
came from the s o c i a l i s t s and the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
Vancouver I s l a n d miners: 

Under e x i s t i n g c onditions i t becomes the 
duty of the Labor world to lend every 
ass i s t a n c e p o s s i b l e to the A l l i e s of Great 
B r i t a i n , and f o r us i n Canada more e s p e c i a l l y 
to the Empire of which we form a p a r t , i n a 
mighty endeavor to secure e a r l y and f i n a l 
v i c t o r y f o r the cause of freedom and democ
r a c y . 0 

I t was at t h i s congress that labour's f i r s t o f f i c i a l stand 
on c o n s c r i p t i o n was taken: 

I t i s i n the best i n t e r e s t s of l a b o r that 
the A l l i e s and Great B r i t a i n i n p a r t i c u l a r 
should f i n a l l y triumph i n the war; t h i s we 
r e i t e r a t e .in .a most p o s i t i v e manner. I t i s 
also the duty of l a b o r to lend every p o s s i b l e 
a s s i s t a n c e i n the s t r i f e . But that help must 

I b i d . , Oct., 1915-
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be f r e e , not coerced; i t must be d i c t a t e d 
by duty and not .by c o e r c i o n ; i t must be 
the outcome of l o y a l a f f e c t i o n f o r the 
Mother Country, f o r t h i s Dominion and f o r 
those whose fates hang i n the balance, 
and not the product of the l a s h , hunger 
or the l e g a l i z e d enforcement of a people. 

— t o which the SPC r e p l i e d , "These hacks of c a p i t a l i s m , 
masquerading a s l l a b o r leaders (!) must be fought to a 

g 
f i n i s h . " The r h e t o r i c f e l l on deaf ears. While many' 
of B. C.'s labour leaders were or had been members of 
the SPC and thousands of B. C. workers had been i n f l u e n c e d 
by the economic and p o l i t i c a l teachings of the p a r t y , 
these people were not w i l l i n g to stand on the periphery of 
s o c i e t y as was the SPC l e a d e r s h i p . T h e i r a s s o c i a t i o n with 
the SPC would indeed i n f l u e n c e t h e i r t h i n k i n g f o r years to 
come, but they were no longer as uncompromising as they 
once had been.' They d i d not regard the war as s o l e l y a 
s t r u g g l e between c a p i t a l i s t s . 

In the c o n s c r i p t i o n i s s u e , however, the party was 
Q 

somewhat more i n f l u e n t i a l . The B. C. Federation of Labour 

7B. C. F e d e r a t l o n i s t , Sept. 25, 1915. 
Q 
C l a r i o n , Oct. 1915. 

9 
The s t r u g g l e w i t h i n the TLCC over c o n s c r i p t i o n i s 

discussed i n Paul P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, Chapter V. 
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(BCPL) convention at Revelstoke In 1917 e l e c t e d an execu
t i v e who were l a r g e l y members of the SPC; Joe Naylor, 
p r e s i d e n t ; V i c t o r Midgley, A l b e r t Goodwin, and J . H. McVety, 
v i c e - p r e s i d e n t ; A. S. W e l l s , s e c r e t a r y . These men helped t o . 
harden labour's a t t i t u d e toward c o n s c r i p t i o n . I n cooper
a t i o n w i t h the SPC, the Federation h e l d a number of public' 
meetings o b j e c t i n g to c o n s c r i p t i o n . Although the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the western Canadian labour movement, p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
B. C. s e c t i o n , created an uproar w i t h i n labour ranks, the 
U n i o n i s t forces of Borden took a l l of the B. C. seats i n 
the 1917 f e d e r a l e l e c t i o n . The f a i l u r e of the B. C. labour 
r a d i c a l s and the SPC to i n f l u e n c e the outcome of the 
e l e c t i o n over c o n s c r i p t i o n 1 0 was a p r i n c i p a l reason f o r the 
coming together of the BCFL and a number of SPC members to 
form the Federated Labour Party (FLP) i n e a r l y 1918. Seeing 
that p u b l i c meetings and a g i t a t i o n i n the unions had not 
been able to i n f l u e n c e p o l i t i c a l d e c i s i o n s , they concluded 
that the a l t e r n a t i v e must be attainment of d i r e c t p o l i t i c a l 
power. 

"'""There were other reasons why s o c i a l i s t candidates 
f a i l e d to o b t a i n a l a r g e r percentage of the vote: For the 
1917 e l e c t i o n the government passed a s p e c i a l amendment to 
the E l e c t i o n s Act g i v i n g the vote to female r e l a t i v e s of. 
e n l i s t e d men and t a k i n g the vote away from any Canadian 
c i t i z e n of enemy e x t r a c t i o n who had obtained h i s c i t i z e n 
ship a f t e r 1 9 0 2 . This h i t the s o c i a l i s t s hard, since i t 
was from the l a t t e r that they r e c e i v e d the greatest share 
of t h e i r support. 
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The SPC and the SDP were the only p o l i t i c a l groups 
i n English-speaking Canada who c o n s i s t e n t l y fought against 
Canada's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the war. When two SPC members, 
W i l f r e d G r i b b l e and John Reid, were convicted of s e d i t i o n 
and sent to j a i l , the party argued t h a t , even i n the matter 
of freedom to oppose the war, the p r o l e t a r i a t s were d i s c r i m 
i n a t e d against. In French-speaking Canada Henri Bourassa 
and h i s f o l l o w e r s had conducted vigorous a n t i - r e c r u i t i n g 
and anti-war campaigns but- since "these be not common clay 
or working p e o p l e " 1 1 no such f a t e as p r i s o n had b e f a l l e n 
them. 

Neither the SPC nor the SDP were r e a l l y of much 
concern to governmental a u t h o r i t i e s during the e a r l y part 
of the war, though the f o r e i g n language l o c a l s of the SDP 
d i d become the ta r g e t of s u s p i c i o n a f t e r the Russian 

C l a r i o n , March, 1916. In the same issue i t was 
reported that G r i b b l e got a two-month sentence f o r saying 
i n a speech about the war that "Kings are puppets." John 
Reid went to j a i l f o r f i f t e e n months f o r saying i n an 
A l b e r t a speech that " t h i s war i s being waged f o r commercial 
supremacy," In. the Feb., 1916, C l a r i o n , A. Taylor from the 
New Brunswick SPC s a i d , i n r e f e r r i n g to Gri b b l e ' s t r i a l , 
that 'Kithe judge i n f e r r e d i n h i s charge s'to the j u r y that the 
evidence of the witnesses f o r the defense could not be 
c r e d i t a b l e as four were s o c i a l i s t s , one was i n sympathy 
w i t h s o c i a l i s m and one was the son of a s o c i a l i s t . So i t 
i s easy to see that the s o c i a l i s t movement i s on t r i a l and 
not Comrade G r i b b l e . " 
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r e v o l u t i o n . The support of the Canadian people f o r the 
boys overseas made i t g e n e r a l l y impossible f o r the SPC . 
during most of the war to f i n d an audience. I t was not 
u n t i l a f t e r the passage of the M i l i t a r y Service Act i n 
June, 1917, that the SPC was again able to a t t r a c t l a r g e 

12 
crowds. The war economy with i t s s p i r a l l i n g i n f l a t i o n 
i m p elled a large number of people to begin t h i n k i n g about 
c a p i t a l i s m as an economic system; manpower c o n s c r i p t i o n 
without attendant wealth c o n s c r i p t i o n aroused o p p o s i t i o n 
i n some se c t i o n s of the working f o r c e ; the Bolshevist-
takeover i n Russia brought Marxian s o c i a l i s m to the f o r e 
f r o n t as an a l t e r n a t i v e economic system. Combined, these 
issues enabled the SPC to once again a t t r a c t large 

13 
audiences and to evoke a sympathetic response i n many 
labour groups. The overthrow of the Kerensky government 
i n Russia also brought new vigour to SPC members, f o r 
Bolshevism now meant S o c i a l i s m and here was evidence of 

XclIn terms of " r e a l wages" income at the time was 
at the lowest p o i n t i t had been f o r almost twenty years. 
"Real wages dropped sharply from 1900 to 1 9 1 5 , and 
labourer's wages d i d not r e t u r n to 1900 l e v e l s u n t i l 
1 9 2 5 - " Leo A. Johnson, "The Development of Class i n 
Canada i n the Twentieth' Century," i n Gary Teeple, ed., 
C a p i t a l i s m and, the N a t i o n a l Question i n Canada (Toronto: 
U n i v e r s i t y of Toronto P r e s s , 1972) , p. 169. 

13 
This was the era when the SPC f i l l e d two and some 

times three theatres f o r Sunday night meetings. See 
Chapter VI. 
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what Marx had p r e d i c t e d . 

I t was a f t e r the B o l s h e v i s t takeover i n Russia that 
the f e d e r a l government became concerned with the a c t i v i t i e s 
of the SPC and more so with those of the f o r e i g n language 
groups of the SDP. Coupled with concern about the e f f e c t 
of the Russian r e v o l u t i o n on Canadian r a d i c a l s , the Canadian 
government was probably i n f l u e n c e d by the U. S. Government 
a c t i o n on May 6 , 1917 , banning "any o r g a n i z a t i o n which pro
posed by p h y s i c a l force to b r i n g about change u n l a w f u l l y " 
and s p e c i f i c a l l y the IWW.1^ In September, 1917 , 166 members 
of the IWW were i n d i c t e d i n the United States D i s t r i c t Court 
of Chicago; n i n e t y - f i v e of them were subsequently f i n e d and 
given j a i l terms. 

Under powers provided by the War Measures Act, the 
Chief Press Censor banned the impor t a t i o n i n t o Canada of a l l 

15 
p u b l i c a t i o n s advocating anything of a s o c i a l i s t nature. 
This h i t the SPC very hard since they had been o b t a i n i n g the 
majori t y of t h e i r books and pamphlets from the Charles Kerr 

Report on Labour Organization i n Canada, 1918, 
p. 35-

15 
Through i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the r e g u l a t i o n s by an 

over-zealous c l e r k , P l a t o ' s Republic was in c l u d e d i n the 
i n t e r d i c t . 
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P u b l i s h i n g Company i n Chicago. 16 Depriving the SPC of 
Das K a p i t a l was akin to d e p r i v i n g the C h r i s t i a n Church of 
the Holy B i b l e . Needing the w r i t i n g s of K a r l Marx f o r 
t h e i r economics and p o l i t i c s c l a s s e s , members of the SPC 
who comprised the P o l i t i c a l Economy Club undertook to 
p u b l i s h the f i r s t nine chapters and the t h i r t y - s e c o n d 

17 
chapter of Das K a p i t a l . They were even able to make a 
p r o f i t on the endeavour (apparently book-banning guaranteed 
p o p u l a r i t y then as now.) But the p u b l i s h i n g venture was 
s h o r t - l i v e d : On May 28, 1918, the SPC headquarters i n 
Vancouver was searched by the m i l i t a r y p o l i c e and the 

l 8 
R.C.M.P., who were t r y i n g to i d e n t i f y the source of 
s e d i t i o u s reading matter which had been c i r c u l a t i n g i n 
i n c r e a s i n g amounts during the past few months. On August 

19 
6 the Censor's o f f i c e warned the B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t that 
p u b l i c a t i o n would be suspended i f the censorship r e g u l a t i o n s 

20 
continued to be ignored. On October 4 the Western C l a r i o n 

• Charles Kerr was the l a r g e s t p u b l i s h e r of 
s o c i a l i s t l i t e r a t u r e i n the United S t a t e s . 

17 B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Dec. 6, 1918. 
1 8 C l a r i o n , June, 1918. 

19 C.A.R 1 9 1 8 , p.. 3 1 1 . 

20 The B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t was the o f f i c i a l paper 
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was banned and the SPC advised that the mails were closed 
to them. They promptly changed the name of the paper to 
the Red F l a g and when i t too was banned the name was again 
c h a n g e d — t h i s time to the I n d i c a t o r . Though the party was 
able to ship some copies by express, c i r c u l a t i o n of the 
Red F l a g and the I n d i c a t o r f e l l from s i x thousand to two 
thousand per issue.without the use of the m a i l s . 

On February 2 5 , 1 9 1 8 , the f e d e r a l government i s s u e d 
another Order-in-Council which banned the f o l l o w i n g organ
i z a t i o n s f o r the du r a t i o n of the war and declared i t unlawful 
to attend any of t h e i r meetings: 

(A) The I n d u s t r i a l Workers of.the World 
The S o c i a l Democratic Parjjy 
The Russian S o c i a l Democratic Party 
The Russian Revolutionary Group 
The Russian S o c i a l R e v o l u t i o n i s t s 
The Russian Worker's Union 
The U k r a i n i a n Revolutionary Group 
The U k r a i n i a n S o c i a l Democratic Party 
The S o c i a l Labour Party 
Group of S o c i a l Democrats of B o l s h e v i k ! 
Group of S o c i a l Democrats of Anarchists 
The Workers I n t e r n a t i o n a l I n d u s t r i a l Union 
Chinese N a t i o n a l i s t League 
Chinese Labour A s s o c i a t i o n 
and any s u b s i d i a r y a s s o c i a t i o n , branch or 
committee of e i t h e r of the s a i d unlawful 
a s s o c i a t i o n s by whatever name c a l l e d or 
described, or 

of the B. C. Federation of Labour and the Federated Labour 
Party and had become i n c r e a s i n g l y concerned w i t h r e v o l u t i o n 
under the i n f l u e n c e of the many SPC members who were a c t i v e 
i n the BCFL and ex-SPC members who were now a c t i v e i n the 
Federated Labour Party. 
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(B) Any a s s o c i a t i o n , o r g a n i z a t i o n or c o r p o r a t i o n 
which, while Canada i s engaged i n the war, 
should have f o r one of i t s purposes the 
b r i n g i n g about of any governmental, p o l i t i c a l , 
s o c i a l , i n d u s t r i a l , or economic change w i t h i n 
Canada by the use of f o r c e , v i o l e n c e or 
p h y s i c a l i n j u r y to person or property, or 
threatened such i n j u r y i n order to accomplish 
such change.^! 

On November 13 the Order-in-Council was amended, dropping 
the SDP and the U k r a i n i a n Revolutionary Group and adding 
the F i n n i s h S o c i a l Democratic Party and the Revolutionary 

22 
S o c i a l i s t Party of North America. At the same time 
meetings, other than of a r e l i g i o u s nature, i n any enemy 
language, Russian, F i n n i s h or U k r a i n i a n , were banned. 
Moreover, newspapers could be published only i n French or 

23 
E n g l i s h . 

^C.A.R., 1 9 1 8 , p. 308 and C l a r i o n , Oct. 1 5 , 1918. 

22 
In dropping the SDP from the l i s t , the government 

was merely being more s p e c i f i c . In B. C. the SDP had 
ceased to e x i s t , so f a r as- the E n g l i s h language groups were 
concerned, when the FLP was. founded in.February. In the 
r e s t of Canada the SDP c o n s i s t e d p r i m a r i l y of f o r e i g n 
language groups. Thus by banning the Russian S o c i a l Demo
c r a t i c P a r t y , the U k r a i n i a n S o c i a l Democratic Party and the 
F i n n i s h S o c i a l Democratic P a r t y , a l l a f f i l i a t e s of the SDP, 
the Order e f f e c t i v e l y outlawed those groups advocating force 
to accomplish change. The e f f e c t of the government's 
a c t i o n was to destroy the SDP. In l a t e r years a number of 
members from these f o r e i g n language l o c a l s would j o i n the 
Canadian Communist Party. 

2 3 C l a r i o n , Oct. 1 5 , 1918. 
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The SPC managed to escape the wrath of the govern
ment, p a r t l y because the party was now of importance only 
i n B. C., p a r t l y because the more a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d members 
had gone to the FLP, and p a r t l y because the SPC continued 
to advocate r e v o l u t i o n s o l e l y through l e g i t i m a t e means. 
While the C l a r i o n r e g r e t t e d the government's a c t i o n , i t 
continued to counsel the comrades to keep t h e i r heads: 

Carry on the s o c i a l i s t propaganda w i t h i n the 
law. Organized s o c i e t y , even such as i t i s , 
i s the product of h i s t o r i c a l development. 
You can not place y o u r s e l f outside i t , 
outside i t s forms, i t s pains and p e n a l t i e s , 
i t s r u l e s and procedures and k i c k i t i n t o 24 
your d e s i r e d p o s i t i o n as you would a f o o t b a l l . 
In i t s f i g h t against s e d i t i o n and r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

s o c i a l i s m the Canadian Government took one more step. On 
October 7 , 1 9 1 8 , the government created a P u b l i c Safety 
D i v i s i o n of the J u s t i c e Department, appointing C. H. Cahan 
K. C., as the d i r e c t o r to supervise the enforcement 

of the laws, orders and r e g u l a t i o n s r e s p e c t i n g 
a l i e n s , unlawful p u b l i c a t i o n s , assemblies or 
meetings, and the laws, orders and r e g u l a t i o n s 
Intended or designed to suppress or e x t i r p a t e 2 i -
enemy, r e v o l u t i o n a r y or s e d i t i o u s propaganda. 

I b i d . , Oct. 1 5 , 1918. 

2 5 0 r d e r - i n - C o u n c i l (No. 2.4,76), Oct. 7 , 1918. Quoted 
i n G.R.F. Troop, S o c i a l i s m In Canada (M.A. T h e s i s , M c G i l l 
U n i v e r s i t y , 1 9 2 2 ) , p. 79. 
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Cahan found that a large -amount of h i g h l y s e d i t i o u s and 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y m a t e r i a l was being c i r c u l a t e d i n various 
f o r e i g n languages, p a r t i c u l a r l y among F i n n i s h , U k r a i n i a n , 
Russian and Ruthenian immigrant groups. In a long address 
d e l i v e r e d to the St. James L i t e r a r y Society i n Montreal on 
December 12, 1918 he o u t l i n e d the content of some of t h i s 
m a t e r i a l and i n d i c a t e d that the number of people i n v o l v e d 

27 
was quite large and the s i t u a t i o n q uite s e r i o u s . His 
i n v e s t i g a t o r s had also found that the c h i e f disseminator 
of r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s t l i t e r a t u r e was the SDP and of 

9 ft 

s e d i t i o u s l i t e r a t u r e , the IWW. Most of the SDP l i t e r a t u r e 

Charles H a z l i t t Cahan, S o c i a l i s t Propaganda i n  
Canada: i t s Purposes, Results and Remedies (an address 
d e l i v e r e d to the St. James L i t e r a r y S o c i e t y , Montreal, Dec. 
1 2 , 1918. In U n i v e r s i t y of Toronto L i b r a r y . ) Cahan repro
duces a number of the pamphlets d i s t r i b u t e d and they are 
very v i o l e n t i n content. His address gives some ide a of 
the depth of concern i n government c i r c l e s about the unrest 
among the f o r e i g n language groups. 

27 
'According to Cahan there were over s i x t y F i n n i s h 

branches of the SDP and even more Uk r a i n i a n branches. He 
d i d not l i s t the number of Russian SDP l o c a l s , but d i d say 
there were 6 3 , 7 8 4 Russians i n Canada who were age 16 and 
over, which was fewer than the number of Uk r a i n i a n s . His 
numbers f o r F i n n i s h and U k r a i n i a n l o c a l s seem exaggerated, 
judging from other i n f o r m a t i o n now a v a i l a b l e . 

2 8 
The IWW ought to have been of no r e a l concern i n 

Canada since there were no more than s i x to ten l o c a l s 
spread across the country. However, because they were very 
prominent i n the United States at the time, i t was assumed 
that they must also be connected to any kind of s e d i t i o n or 
sabotage o c c u r r i n g i n Canada. The newspapers were e s p e c i a l l y 
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was p r i n t e d i n a language other than French or E n g l i s h 
and i t s general tenor was to e x t o l the r e v o l u t i o n i n 
Russia and to encourage Canadians to e s t a b l i s h the same 
kin d of r u l e i n Canada. 

The SPC had no tr o u b l e w i t h Cahan; nor d i d i t s , 
few remaining language groups such as the Uk r a i n i a n S o c i a l 
i s t Federation. The Government's Orders-in-Council were 
aimed at those advocating the f o r c i b l e overthrow of the 
government and t h i s the SPC d i d not do. The r e g u l a t i o n s 
h i t hardest at s o c i a l i s m i n Eastern Canada, p r i m a r i l y i n 
Onta r i o , f o r s o c i a l i s t s i n the East, under the i n f l u e n c e 
of the f o r e i g n language groups of the SDP, had been advo
c a t i n g the use of p h y s i c a l force to take c o n t r o l of 
government. To some extent t h i s served to make s o c i a l i s m 
i n the West more respectable than i n the East. In the 
East the labour movement was not i n f l u e n c e d by SDP s o c i a l -

29 
ism, due p a r t l y to the l a t t e r ' s r e v o l u t i o n a r y stance and 

g u i l t y of promulgating t h i s view. The'Canadian Annual  
Review, which to some extent represented newspaper op i n i o n 
across the country during 1918 and 1919 reported extensive
l y on the a c t i v i t i e s of the s o c i a l i s t s i n Canada, cons t a n t l y 
connecting them to the IWW. Hawthornthwaite, Kingsley and 
even Woodsworth. were tagged w i t h the IWW l a b e l . < C . A.R. , 
1 9 1 8 , pp. 3 1 0 - 3 1 2 . 

29 
The SDP was " r e v o l u t i o n a r y " i n the sense of 

advocating f o r c e f u l overthrow of the government, but not 
In the sense of d o c t r i n a l p u r i t y — t h e party p l a t f o r m 
i n c l u d e d immediate demands which the SPC eschewed. 
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p a r t l y to the f a c t that the SDP was dominated by F i n n s , 
Russian, Ukrainians and Russians, while the labour move
ment was dominated by the Anglo-Saxon members of the c r a f t 
unions. At any r a t e , the Government's ban on meetings and 
p u b l i c a t i o n s of the U k r a i n i a n , F i n n i s h , A u s t r i a n , Russian 
and other groups e f f e c t i v e l y broke up the SDP and thwarted 
any i n f l u e n c e i t might have had on labour. The Government 
also a r r e s t e d a number of SDP leaders. On October 19, 1918, 

seventy men were a r r e s t e d i n Ontario on charges of belonging 
to an unlawful a s s o c i a t i o n and of having s e d i t i o u s m a t e r i a l 

30 

i n t h e i r possession. Many of these men never came up f o r 
t r i a l . In Toronto, f o r example, twenty-four were a r r e s t e d 
but only s i x were f i n a l l y brought to court. P r e j u d i c e 
against- the f o r e i g n language s o c i a l i s t s was apparent i n the 
courts as w e l l as i n the labour movement: the three f o r e i g n -
speaking men brought to court received sentences ranging from 
three to s i x months, while the three English-speaking men, 

31' 
with the same charge, a l l r e c e i v e d suspended sentences. 

By c o n t r a s t , the 1918-1919 p e r i o d was good f o r the 
SPC i n B. C. The labour movement was p r e t t y w e l l under the 
c o n t r o l of present or former SPC members; the C l a r i o n ' s 

30 Western Labour News, Nov. 8, 1918. 

3 1G.R.F. Troop, S o c i a l i s m i n Canada, (M.A. The s i s , 
M c G i l l U n i v e r s i t y , 1922) , p. 81. 
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c i r c u l a t i o n when the ban was l i f t e d rose to about ten 
thousand; Economics classes were packed, as were the 
weekly theatre meetings. To maintain i t s p o s i t i o n , how
ever, the party found that i t had to change i t s d e f i n i t i o n 
of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . P r e v i o u s l y p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n had meant 
anything that would work toward making the "wage-slave" 
r e a l i z e h i s c l a s s p o s i t i o n . S t r i k e s by labour unions had 
never f i t t e d t h i s category. But the f a i l u r e of the SPC 
and the labour movement to e f f e c t changes through e l e c t o r a l 
a c t i v i t y had caused many l a b o u r i t e s and s o c i a l i s t s to 
explore a l t e r n a t i v e methods of i n f l u e n c i n g the p o l i t i c a l 
system. One such a l t e r n a t i v e was the formation of the 
Federated Labour Party to which reference has already been 
made. The other was the gradual move toward d i r e c t economic 
a c t i o n v i a the general s t r i k e . 

A number of issues had served to promote a f e e l i n g 
of d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n i n many quarters: the Russian r e v o l u 
t i o n , the Canadian Expeditionary Force sent i n t o Russia to 

32 33 oppose the r e v o l u t i o n , i n f l a t i o n , p r o f i t e e r i n g , and the 

32 
The S o c i a l i s t s were i n f u r i a t e d by t h i s Canadian 

i n t e r v e n t i o n i n the i n t e r n a l a f a i r s of Russia. The 
unions were urged not to handle any cargo which they sus
pected might be going to support the force i n Russia. 

3 3C.A.R., 1 9 1 8 , p. 325 . A report here of the 
e x t r a o r d i n a r i l y l a r g e p r o f i t s a number of corporations were 
making. • 



343 

f e d e r a l government's Order-in-Council f o r b i d d i n g s t r i k e s 
34 

or lockouts f o r the d u r a t i o n of the war. To b r i n g the 
discontented together, however, a dramatic and immediate 
issue was needed. That issue was provided by the shooting 

35 
of A l b e r t (Ginger) Goodwin. J 

A f t e r the M i l i t a r y Service Act was passed i n 1917 

and c o n s c r i p t i o n became law, a number of men went i n t o 
h i d i n g i n the c o a s t a l f o r e s t s of B. C., among them Ginger 
Goodwin. He was shot by a -constable p a t r o l l i n g the shore-

3 f 
l i n e , l o o k i n g f o r both invaders and d r a f t dodgers. 
Goodwin came from Cumberland but had been b l a c k l i s t e d i n 

37 

the Vancouver I s l a n d mines a f t e r the s t r i k e and had gone 
to T r a i l to work. Here he again got i n v o l v e d i n union 

-'"'This was passed J u l y 1 1 , 1 9 1 7 . 

35 

Accounts of the shooting of Goodwin appear e l s e 
where: Paul. P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, pp. 7 2 - 7 3 : 
Dorothy Steeves, The Compassionate Rebel, pp. 3 8 - 3 9 . 
Here the events are merely sketched i n , i n order to see 
the r o l e of the SPC. 

According to Wallace Lefeaux SPC members organ
i z e d secret caches of food f o r these hideaways. I n t e r v i e w , 
May 2 5 , 1 9 6 6 . In Aug., 1 9 1 8 , two SPC members, Joe Naylor 
and D. A i t k e n , were a r r e s t e d i n Nanaimo f o r a s s i s t i n g d r a f t 
evaders but both were l a t e r a c q u i t t e d . 

See Chapter VI. 
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3 8 a c t i v i t i e s . According to.Stan Lefeaux Goodwin had 
f a i l e d three'previous medical examinations because he had 
t u b e r c u l o s i s , but because he was i n the midst of o r g a n i z i n g 
the I t a l i a n mine workers and was a c t i v e i n the SPC l o c a l 
t h e r e , "the l o c a l bigwigs c a l l e d i n the c o n s c r i p t i o n board 
to see i f any of the a g i t a t o r s were e l i g i b l e f o r the army." 
Goodwin was r e c l a s s i f i e d and ordered to report f o r i n d u c t i o n 
but i n s t e a d of doing so he went i n t o h i d i n g i n the f o r e s t 
around Comox. The f i n a l r e s u l t was that Goodwin was shot 
under questionable circumstances and, while the Sonstable 
was exonerated, labour and s o c i a l i s t s f e l t that Goodwin had 
been murdered f o r h i s r a d i c a l a c t i v i t i e s . 

The r e a c t i o n of the s o c i a l i s t s , of labour, and of 
the people of Cumberland to the shooting was almost i n s t a n 
taneous . The SPC organized a s p e c i a l b u r i a l ceremony f o r 
August 2 i n Cumberland. The f u n e r a l procession was over a 
mile long. Wallace Lefeaux and W. A. P r i t c h a r d of the SPC 
spoke at the s e r v i c e . The miners of Cumberland declared a 
s p e c i a l 24-hour work stoppage and no one moved to prevent 
them from t a k i n g the time o f f . The Vancouver Trades and 
Labour C o u n c i l (VTLC). endorsed the proposal of the Metal 
Trades Council f o r a s i m i l a r 24-hour work stoppage to s t a r t 

Stanley Lefeaux, I n t e r v i e w , May 2 5 , 1966. 
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at 1 1 o'clock on August 2 . Thousands of workers stayed 
3 9 

o f f the job. In the afternoon a group of over three 
4 0 

hundred returned s o l d i e r s , who had been encouraged to 
4 1 

act by the Board of Trade, stormed the Labour Temple. 
Since the unions had been forewarned, there were only a 
few o f f i c i a l s i n the b u i l d i n g when the mob str u c k . There 
was some property damage and V i c t o r Midgley, secretary of 
the VTLC, was forced to k i s s the Union Jack. According to 
the SPC, Mayor Gale o f f e r e d at a p u b l i c meeting to lead 

4 2 

gangs to deport the leaders of the VTLC. The s o l d i e r s 
had missed Ernest Winch, newly e l e c t e d p resident of the 
VTLC and SPC member, i n t h e i r Labour Temple r a i d and so 
went the next day to the Longshoremen's H a l l to get him. 
Winch, however, managed to arrange f o r a n e g o t i a t i o n 

3 9 
P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, p. 7 3 reports that 

of a l l the unions i n Vancouver, only the Telephone 
Employees, P r i n t e r s and Teamsters remained on the job. 

4 0 
Wallace Lefeaux says the s o l d i e r s were a l l 

returned o f f i c e r s and not e n l i s t e d men. I n t e r v i e w , May 
2 5 , 1 9 6 6 . 

^ C l a r i o n , Aug., 1 9 1 8 . P h i l l i p s , No PowersGreater 
places some of the blame f o r the n e a r - r i o t on the business 
community leaders and the inflammatory e d i t o r i a l s i n the 
World and .the Vancouver D a i l y P r o v i n c e, both of which 
denounced labour as pro-German and Bolshevik. 

2 C l a r i o n , Aug., 1918. 
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session between r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the s o l d i e r s and the 
VTLC. On the assumption that i t was only the leaders who 
were the troublemakers, the s o l d i e r s demanded that the 
VTLC leaders leave the province f o r the duration of the 
war. A f t e r the ne g o t i a t i o n s the VTLC met and decided to 
r e s i g n t h e i r VTLC p o s i t i o n s and hold new e l e c t i o n s to 
prove that they had the backing of a l l the union members. 
Of the 118 VTLC members, a l l but three were returned to 
t h e i r p o s i t i o n s on the C o u n c i l . In l i g h t of such over
whelming support, nothing f u r t h e r was heard from Mayor 
Gale, the business groups or the returned s o l d i e r s . 

The SPC were j u b i l a n t at t h i s demonstration of 
working c l a s s s o l i d a r i t y i n B'. C , f o r which they took a 
great deal of c r e d i t . They pointed out that the troubles 
which were o c c u r r i n g i n Toronto were along r a c i a l l i n e s , 
but i n B. C.: 

Labour f o r c e s , i r r e s p e c t i v e of race, are 
un i t e d and on the defensive against the 
h i s t o r i c a l l y r e a c t i o n a r y f o r c e s . Note 
the l i n e - u p : Board of Trade, Manufacturer's 
As.s.oelation, C r e d i t Men's A s s o c i a t i o n , 
Daughters of the Empire, press and p u l p i t , 
e t c . , on one s i d e ; on the other, Organized 
Labour. And despite wire p u l l i n g and 
i n t i m i d a t i o n the Labour forces present a 
s o l i d phalanx and refuse to be stampeded by 
the r e a c t i o n a r y alignments .... 

Let them go to i t . We can watch them, 
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supremely confident that a l l the h i s t o r i c a l 
forces are w i t h us of the working class.43 

The r a d i c a l i s m that was developing i n the rank and f i l e 
of labour i m p e l l e d the SPC to compare the e f f e c t i v e n e s s 
of i t s p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n p o l i c y with the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of 
labour's economic a c t i o n p o l i c y . The party's percentage 
of the vote had decreased considerably i n the 1916 pro
v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n and t h e i r work during the c o n s c r i p t i o n 
e l e c t i o n of 1917 had given n e g l i g i b l e r e s u l t s . On the 
other hand, thanks to t h e i r work wi t h unions, the l a t t e r 
were now much c l o s e r to the SPC philosophy than at any 
previous time i n the party's h i s t o r y and had j u s t moved i n , 
concert to s u c c e s s f u l l y conduct a one-day work stoppage. 
This was economic a c t i o n narrowly bordering on a general 
s t r i k e . Now the party moved to redefine p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . 
A manifesto issued during the l a t t e r part of 1918 d e l i n e 
ated the new a t t i t u d e : 

The p o l i t i c s of the working c l a s s are comprised 
w i t h i n the confines of the c l a s s s t r u g g l e , and 
conversely, the c l a s s s t r u g g l e i s n e c e s s a r i l y 
waged w i t h i n the p o l i t i c a l f i e l d . By t h i s 
statement we do not imply that the p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i o n of the working.class must be l i m i t e d 
w i t h i n the bounds of c o n s t i t u t i o n a l convention 
or,of parliamentary procedure, nor that the 
means employed i n waging the c l a s s s t r u g g l e 
must everywhere be the same. 

C l a r i o n , Aug.,, 1918. 
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P o l i t i c a l a c t i o n we define as any a c t i o n 
taken by. the slave, classes against the 
master c l a s s to obta i n c o n t r o l of the powers 
of the s t a t e , or by the master c l a s s to 
obtai n c o n t r o l , using those powers to secure 
them i n the means of l i f e . For one country 
i t may be the b a l l o t , i n another the mass 
s t r i k e , i n a t h i r d i n s u r r e c t i o n . 
These matters w i l l be determined and d i c t a t e d 
by the exigencies of time and pl a c e . 

A f u r t h e r i n d i c a t i o n of the change i n a t t i t u d e appeared i n 
the Western Labour News i n a comment on the new manifesto: 

At one time we thought that the c o n s t i t u t i o n 
of Canada allowed us to come under the f i r s t 
category ( i . e . those countries where the b a l l o t 
alone was necessary) but nowadays we are i n 
doubt. Our masters make i t i l l e g a l f o r us to 
own S o c i a l i s t l i t e r a t u r e , to take part i n S o c i a l 
i s t meetings, or to t a l k s o c i a l i s m . I t has 
p r a c t i c a l l y made i t u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l to be a 
S o c i a l i s t , hence other methods w i l l have to be 
evolved; and while we would l i k e the o l d b a l l o t 
way, i f we cannot have i t we w i l l again turn to 
our grand o l d guide, the Communist Manifesto. 

During 1917 and 1918 there were more work stoppages 
i n B. C. than during the three previous years of the war. 
These culminated i n the mass one-day work stoppage pro
t e s t i n g the death of Ginger Goodwin. During these years 

H HWestern Labour News, Jan. 24, 1919. The 
Winnipeg Trades and Labour C o u n c i l took over the Voice 
i n J u l y , 1 9 1 8 , and renamed i t the Western Labour News. 
Under i t s new e d i t o r , Rev. W i l l i a m Ivens, i t was 
transformed from a labour paper to a r a d i c a l paper 
supporting the SPC, mass s t r i k e s and the OBU. 
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there was much t a l k i n the VTLC, the B. C. Federation of 
Labour, and i n various other labour bodies throughout the 
West about the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of mass a c t i o n , i . e . , the 
general s t r i k e . By 1918 the m a j o r i t y of Western labour 
leaders were convinced that p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n had f a i l e d 
and t h e r e f o r e the only hope now was mass economic a c t i o n 
i n the form of a general s t r i k e . The wave of labour's 
move to mass a c t i o n was yet to c r e s t and the SPC rode i t 
u n t i l i t came smashing down along w i t h the Winnipeg General 
S t r i k e . In days gone by the SPC would have opposed the 
d i r e c t i o n labour was t a k i n g , but f e e l i n g s were running so 
high among labour people that to do so now would have been 
s u i c i d a l . To change the d i r e c t i o n of labour's e f f o r t s , as 
the SPC had been able to do i n previous times, was now 
impossible. Too, there were many signs of r a d i c a l i s m and 
a-portent f o r change to which the SPC wanted to be connected. 
The events l e a d i n g up- to-the formation of the One B i g Union 
(OBU-) and i t s quick demise have been documented elsewhere 

45 
as has the Winnipeg General S t r i k e (WGS). The SPC had no 

Paul P h i l l i p s , No Power Greater, Chapter 5 , 
M a r t i n Robin, R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and Canadian Labour, 
Chapters 11 and 12; Dorothy Steeves, The Compassionate  
Rebel, Chapter 4 ; G.R.F. Troop, Canadian S o c i a l i s m , pp. 
8 5 - 9 3 . 

D. C. Masters, The Winnipeg General S t r i k e 
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o f f i c i a l r o l e to play i n e i t h e r of these events although 
prominent SPC members played important parts i n both the 

47 

OBU and the WGS. The importance of these events here 
i s that they i l l u s t r a t e how the SPC, which f o r years had 
s u f f e r e d under the c r i t i c i s m of being too " s c i e n t i f i c " and 
"pure" ,. was ..carried along w i t h the enthusiasm of the times 
and became a w i l l i n g partner of d i r e c t a c t i o n as opposed 
to p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . What•formation of the OBU represented 

(Toronto: U n i v e r s i t y of Toronto Press, 1 9 5 0 ) ; Norman 
Penner, ed., Winnipeg 1919 (Toronto, James Lewis and 
Samuel, 19 7 3 ) ; Martin Robin, R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and Canadian  
Labour, .Chapter 1 2 . 

47 
In some ways i t can be s a i d that the OBU was a 

progeny of the SPC. At the 1918 convention of the B. C. 
Federation of Labour (held i n Calgary so that more dele
gates could attend the Western Labour Conference which 
was to f o l l o w immediately a f t e r ) Jack Kavanaugh and W. A. 
P r i t c h a r d , both SPC members, were the l e a d i n g p a r t i c i p a n t s 
i n the debate which r e s u l t e d i n the convention's support 
f o r the One B i g Union. At the Western Labour Conference, 
held a few days l a t e r i n the same c i t y , the c e n t r a l execu
t i v e committee chosen to conduct the propaganda of the OBU 
were a l l SPC members: R.J. Johns, J . R. Knight, V i c t o r 
Midgley, Joseph Naylor and W. A. P r i t c h a r d . Other promin
ent former SPC members such as Kingsley and P e t t i p i e c e 
opposed formation of the OBU w h i l e proposing no a l t e r n a t i v e 
p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . 

The goal of the OBU, which was s t r i c t l y a Western 
labour phenomenon, was to have a l l e x i s t i n g unions a f f i l i 
ated with i t (as w e l l as s e t t i n g up t h e i r own OBU l o c a l s ) 
so that a l l unions could coordinate t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s and 
act as one. One suggestion, f o r example, was that i n 
fut u r e a l l OBU a f f i l i a t e s would negotiate t h e i r contracts 
from January 1 so that i f s t r i k e s were necessary they could 
a l l be c a l l e d simultaneously t o increase, the l i k e l i h o o d of 
success. 
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was not much d i f f e r e n t from what had been recommended by 

the IWW i n p r e v i o u s y e a r s and so vehemently a t t a c k e d by 

the SPC. To t a k e d i r e c t a c t i o n t h r o u g h mass s t r i k e s was 

t o f o r c e t h e economic and p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n — t h a t i s , 

t o f o r c e h i s t o r y — s o m e t h i n g which the SPC had always f e l t 

c o u l d not be done. 

A l t h o u g h the SPC was not o f f i c i a l l y i n v o l v e d w i t h 

the Winnipeg G e n e r a l S t r i k e o r w i t h the sympathy s t r i k e s 

h e l d i n B. C , t h r e e o f the seven men a r r e s t e d and t r i e d 

a f t e r the s t r i k e were SPC members: W. A. P r i t c h a r d , R. B. 

R u s s e l l and R. J . Johns. D u r i n g the t r i a l , moreover, the 

p r o s e c u t i o n c i t e d p u b l i c a t i o n s o f the SPC and a r t i c l e s from 

the C l a r i o n and the Red F l a g as e v i d e n c e o f the accused's 

attempt t o f o r c e f u l l y o v erthrow e l e c t e d a u t h o r i t y . I n 

Vancouver,-when unions c o m p r i s i n g over t e n thousand workers 

d e c i d e d t o go out i n sympathy w i t h the Winnipeg s t r i k e r s 

from June 2 t o J u l y 4 , the SPC gave m o r a l s u p p o r t and con

t i n u a l l y p u b l i s h e d a r t i c l e s r e m i n d i n g ' t h e s t r i k e r s t h a t t h i s 

was t h e i r s t r i k e i n s u p p o r t o f t h e i r c l a s s , t h a t workers the 

w o r l d over were w a t c h i n g them, t h a t they s h o u l d be s c r u p u 

l o u s i n r e g a r d f o r the law and s h o u l d "have good h e a r t s i n c e 

the g r e a t w o r k i n g c l a s s g i a n t was r i s i n g t o i t s f e e t and the 

dawn was b r e a k i n g . " ^ 

Red Flag,- June 14, 1919. 
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But the dawn, d i d not break.. The WGS was broken, 
the sympathy s t r i k e s i n B. C. petered out, and the OBU 
came to nothing i n the i n d u s t r i a l centres, although i t d i d 
e x i s t f o r a few years i n B. C. with the loggers' union as 
i t s main source of strength. Perhaps i t was time f o r a 
r e s p i t e . The long years of the war overlapping and f o l 
lowed by two years of h e c t i c p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y took i t s 
t o l l on the psychic and p h y s i c a l energies of the workers. 
R a d i c a l p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y could not be maintained and a 
long p e r i o d of quiescence set i n . The f a i l u r e of p o l i t i c a l 
a c t i v i t y f o l lowed by the f a i l u r e of d i r e c t a c t i o n d i s i l 
l u s i o n e d many of those on the L e f t . Some went back to the 
Federated Labour P a r t y ; others c a r r i e d on with the SPC; 
most simply focussed on earning a l i v i n g f o r t h e i r f a m i l i e s 
and making out as best they could i n s o c i e t y as i t was 
p r e s e n t l y s t r u c t u r e d . The SPC, however, "knew" where i t s 
best course l a y — b a c k to educating the working c l a s s . With 
h i n d s i g h t the party decided that the actions of the past 
months had been premature. They returned to t h e i r o l d 
p o s i t i o n : r e v o l u t i o n would come spontaneously when enough 
members of the working c l a s s understood t h e i r c l a s s p o s i t i o n . 

Events of the past few years had created great ferment 
w i t h i n the SPC and among s o c i a l i s t s and r a d i c a l s outside of 
the party as w e l l . To the SPC i t seemed during t h i s e x c i t i n g 
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p e r i o d that the years of e f f o r t to develop a c l a s s con
sciousness among the workers of B. C. were f i n a l l y bearing 
f r u i t . During t h i s time s t r e e t corner meetings were always 
l a r g e j i t was easy to f i l l a theatre w i t h f i f t e e n hundred 
people to hear an SPC speaker, classes i n Marxian economics 
were always oversubscribed (many had over a hundred students) 
and the Western C l a r i o n averaged s i x thousand copies per 
issue with some issues going as high as ten thousand. A 
f a c t that should have i n d i c a t e d to the lead e r s h i p that t h e i r 
p o p u l a r i t y represented a p r o t e s t against the current s i t u 
a t i o n r a t h e r than recruitment of converts to t h e i r ideology 
was that membership increased only s l i g h t l y . Perhaps they 
may be excused f o r not seeing t h i s s i g n , however, since 
they had decided during the low years of 1913-1916 to 
reverse t h e i r attempts to become a p o l i t i c a l machine and 
concentrate on t h e i r e d u c a t i o n a l r o l e . Since i t was not 
p o s s i b l e to maintain organizers i n the f i e l d to keep a l l 
the l o c a l s , the party had become e s s e n t i a l l y a Vancouver-
based group w i t h a few l o c a l s i n the mining areas of the 
province and some s c a t t e r e d throughout the r e s t of Canada. 
As long as the party organ could be kept solvent and p u b l i c 
meetings were w e l l attended, i t was f e l t the'y were making 
progress and th e r e f o r e the l a c k of membership was not a 
serious problem. When the hoped-for r e v o l u t i o n i n Canada 
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f a i l e d to m a t e r i a l i z e during 1918-1919, however, the d i s 
appointed s o c i a l i s t s r e a l i z e d that t h e i r optimism had been 
i l l - f o u n d e d . 

But the Russian r e v o l u t i o n was to have more reper
cussions w i t h i n the SPC than simple disappointment. 
I n i t i a l l y the party delayed i n making a r e a c t i o n to the 
events i n Russia. The f i r s t e d i t o r i a l mention was i n the 
C l a r i o n of March, 1 9 1 8 , and even then the a t t i t u d e was one 
of w a i t i n g to see i f the B o l s h e v i k i actions would be con-, 
s i s t e n t w i t h the teachings of Marx. The SPC d i d not assume 
that Bolshevism was synonymous wi t h s o c i a l i s m , and c r i t i 
c i z e d the North American s o c i a l i s t press f o r assuming that 
Marxism had triumphed. In A p r i l , presumably with more 
in f o r m a t i o n at hand, the SPC sent an open l e t t e r of con
g r a t u l a t i o n s to the C e n t r a l Committee Co u n c i l of Workmen's 
and' S o l d i e r s ' Delegates, Petrograd, n o t i n g that the SPC was 
p a r t i c u l a r l y pleased that the Committee had committed i t -

49 

s e l f to adhere to the teachings of Marx and Lenin. For 
some time a f t e r t h i s the SPC stood by the side of the 
B o l s h e v i k s , not because the l a t t e r were as yet p r a c t i s i n g 

49 
C l a r i o n , A p r i l , 1918. One wonders what was the 

r e a c t i o n of Lenin when he read i n the same l e t t e r , "We 
have yet to no t i c e an e r r o r of t a c t i c s or a v i o l a t i o n of 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y working c l a s s p r i n c i p l e s . " 
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s o c i a l i s m but because they were working toward that g o a l , 
d e a l i n g w i t h conditions "such as they found close at 
hand" and unable i n Russia's undeveloped s t a t e to immedi
a t e l y inaugurate a new system. 

Having f i r m l y e s t a b l i s h e d i t s e l f In power, the 
Communist Party i n Russia moved to e s t a b l i s h the T h i r d 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l or, as i t was also known, the Communist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l . The F i r s t Congress of the Communist I n t e r 
n a t i o n a l , h e l d i n Moscow i n March, 1919, e s t a b l i s h e d 
eighteen p o i n t s or conditions by which every party d e s i r i n g 

50 
a f f i l i a t i o n would have to abide. There i s no doubt that 
these points played a d e c i s i v e r o l e i n s p l i t t i n g the s o c i a l 
i s t movement the world over, and no l e s s so i n B. C. 

In essence the conditions f o r a f f i l i a t i o n c a l l e d f o r 
h i g h l y c e n t r a l i z e d n a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s subject to c o n t r o l 
by the Congress of the Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l or i t s Execu
t i v e Committee. A l l the r e s o l u t i o n s of the congresses of 
the Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l were to be b i n d i n g on a l l 
p a r t i e s a f f i l i a t e d w i t h the I n t e r n a t i o n a l , and the Communist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l was also to be h i g h l y c e n t r a l i z e d . Thus, not 

5 The eighteen points are l i s t e d i n Appendix 8. At 
the Second Congress h e l d J u l y and August, 1920, the eighteen 
p o i n t s were changed to twenty-one, but the change d i d not 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y a l t e r the o r i g i n a l conditions and only the 
eighteen points were ever published i n the C l a r i o n • 
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only were the p a r t i e s belonging to the I n t e r n a t i o n a l to 
be organized along the l i n e s of democratic c e n t r a l i s m , 
but the I n t e r n a t i o n a l i t s e l f was to be s i m i l a r l y organized. 
Lenin's p r i n c i p l e of democratic c e n t r a l i s m meant t h a t , 
while members of the o r g a n i z a t i o n were to have an input to. 
problem s o l v i n g , the c e n t r a l body would make the f i n a l 
d e c i s i o n , which would be b i n d i n g on a l l members. Lenin 
reasoned t h a t , since the party was the vanguard of the 
p r o l e t a r i a t , i t must act i n a l e a d e r s h i p r o l e during c i v i l 
war or r e v o l u t i o n . Where quick and e f f e c t i v e a c t i o n was 
necessary, s a i d Lenin, the party center must be an "organ 
of a u t h o r i t y w i t h f u l l power." 

When the l i s t of conditions f o r a f f i l i a t i o n appeared, 
a s p l i t r a p i d l y developed w i t h i n the SPC. I n e v i t a b l y the 

51 
matter was debated e x t e n s i v e l y i n the C l a r i o n . In general 
the arguments of those wishing to a f f i l i a t e were based on a 
b e l i e f that the i n t e r n a t i o n a l p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n was 
close at hand, that the events i n Russia s i g n i f i e d the be
ginning and t h e r e f o r e to strengthen the l i k e l i h o o d of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l success i t was necessary to j o i n the I n t e r n a 
t i o n a l . Those who opposed a f f i l i a t i o n objected to many of 
the eighteen p o i n t s . They feared d i c t a t o r s h i p from Moscow; 

5 1 C l a r l o n , Jan. 1 6 , 1921 
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they argued that some of the suggested actions (such as 
i n f i l t r a t i n g the labour unions) would a l i e n a t e groups 
outside the party and n u l l i f y t h e i r e d ucational work; they 
d i d not l i k e the idea of democratic c e n t r a l i s m ( p a r t i c u 
l a r l y the aspect which c a l l e d f o r d i c t a t o r s h i p of the SPC 
by the Internationa]);; they argued that not a l l of the 
c o n d i t i o n s f o r applying the eighteen points e x i s t e d i n 
Canada. But more important than objections to s p e c i f i c 
c o n d i t i o n s was the growing c o n v i c t i o n that the Bolsheviks 
were not true M a r x i s t s . That the party as the r e p o s i t o r y 
of Marxist t r u t h must act as a vanguard i n educating the 
p r o l e t a r i a t was understandable, but to suggest that the 
party should d i c t a t e i n a l l other matters as w e l l was a f a r 
cry from the d i c t a t o r s h i p of the p r o l e t a r i a t as conceived 
by many SPC members. These members argued, t h e r e f o r e , that 
the SPC's mission among the Canadian working c l a s s could be 
accomplished as a s o c i a l i s t party outside the Communist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

In December, 1921, the SPC h e l d a referendum on 
a f f i l i a t i o n and the r e s u l t s showed that the membership was 
s p l i t almost f i f t y - f i f t y . Even the o l d s t a l w a r t Vancouver 
L o c a l No. 1 s p l i t 37 against and 24 f o r a f f i l i a t i o n . 
Almost to a man those favouring a f f i l i a t i o n l e f t the SPC 
to j o i n the Worker's Party of Canada, which l a t e r became 
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the Communist Party, of Canada. 

The SPC never, recovered from t h i s s p l i t . For twenty 
years the party had been a strong enough force to ensure 
t h a t , whenever s o c i a l i s m or r a d i c a l p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n was 
discussed, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the SPC would be i n v o l v e d . 
But from t h i s point on the party consisted of a few s c a t 
tered remnants whose few members were no longer able to 
i n f l u e n c e the course of events i n B. C. l e f t - w i n g p o l i t i c s . 
The SP.C continued with some educ a t i o n a l work and managed 
to p u b l i s h the C l a r i o n , through funding of a small bequest, 
u n t i l August, 1925 . But at t h i s point the party ceased to 
f u n c t i o n . I t s s i g n i f i c a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n of a Marxist view
point to B. C. p o l i t i c a l thought had ended wi t h the s p l i t 
over a f f i l i a t i o n w ith the Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l , and the 
party's o f f i c i a l demise came with the death of the C l a r i o n . 
S o c i a l i s m i t s e l f , however, was f a r from dead, f o r another 
road had been opened i n e a r l y 1 9 1 8 , with the development 
of the Federated Labour Party:--

From the turn of the century l e f t - w i n g p o l i t i c s i n 
B. C. had s u f f e r e d from a l a c k of u n i t y . Among the s o c i a l -

The Workerbs' Party of Canada was formed Dec. 1 1 , 
1 9 2 1 , i n Toronto. The Vancouver branch was s t a r t e d In 
January, 1 9 2 2 , by ex-members of the SPC: W i l l i a m Bennett, 
Jack Kavanaugh and A. S. Wells. 
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i s t s were the two groups who had the same goals but d i f 
f erent methods—the SPC and the SDP. In a d d i t i o n there 
were the various labour p o l i t i c i a n s and labour groups 
around the pr o v i n c e , a l l of whom wanted change but regarded 
the s o c i a l i s t s as too extreme. As a consequence the vote 
on the L e f t was always s p l i t and there i s no doubt that 
many a worker's vote went to e i t h e r the L i b e r a l s or Conser
v a t i v e s because he was confused by the d i s s e n s i o n among 
l e f t - w i n g f a c t i o n s . The labour p a r t i e s could never manage 
to stay i n existence between e l e c t i o n s and t h e i r appearance 
only during e l e c t i o n times added f u r t h e r to the confusion 
and doubt of the voter. Some suspected that the fragment 
t a t i o n of the L e f t was engineered. There were oft e n 
accusations that the labour groups were funded by e i t h e r 
the L i b e r a l s or the Conservatives and that labour p o l i t i 
cians were simply L i b e r a l s or Conservatives i n d i s g u i s e . 
This s u s p i c i o n endured f o r a long time and was r e f e r r e d to 

by Angus Mclnnis as l a t e as 1925 i n an a r t i c l e concerning a 
5 3 

dispute between the VTLC and the FLP. 
Considering the t r a d i t i o n a l fragmentation of the 

L e f t i n B. C., the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the FLP i n 1918 was 

F e d e r a t i o n i s t , A p r i l 3, 1925. 
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s u r e l y a bench mark. F o r the f i r s t time l a b o u r and 

s o c i a l i s t s were a b l e t o coop e r a t e s u f f i c i e n t l y t o form a 

common p a r t y . Among i t s l e a d e r s h i p and membership the FLP 

had some o f the l e a d i n g i m p o s s i b l i s t spokesmen, i n c l u d i n g 

K i n g s l e y , P e t t i p i e c e , A. S. W e l l s , J a c k Kavanaugh and 

W i l l i a m B e n n e t t , p l u s James B o u l t from the SLP, E r n e s t 

Burns and Dr. W. J . Curr y from the SDP, Gordon K e e l y , B e r t 

S h o w i e r , W. R. T r o t t e r , H e l e n a G u t t e r i d g e , R. H. Neelands 

from the u n i o n s , and o t h e r s such as J . S. Woodsworth, 

James McVety, Angus M c l n n i s , V i c t o r M i d g l e y , and Thomas 
54 

Tomashevsky. The c o m b i n a t i o n of c i r c u m s t a n c e s toward 

the end o f the w a r — c o n s c r i p t i o n , i n f l a t i o n , the R u s s i a n 

R e v o l u t i o n , and so on--had produced a more r a d i c a l o u t l o o k 

among many p e o p l e and thus i t was p o s s i b l e f o r t h i s once 

d i s p a r a t e group t o j o i n i n common p o l i t i c a l cause. Though 

the SPC never o f f i c i a l l y c o o p e r a t e d w i t h the FLP, n e i t h e r 

d i d i t l a u n c h v i t u p e r a t i v e a t t a c k s upon i t as had been i t s 

h a b i t w i t h p r e v i o u s o r g a n i z a t i o n s t h a t t h r e a t e n e d t o usurp 

the p a r t y ' s power on the L e f t or t o b e t r a y the w o r k i n g 

c l a s s w i t h - p a l l i a t i v e measures. One r e a s o n f o r t h i s new 

Tomashevsky was the man who had been i n s t r u m e n t a l 
i n p e r s u a d i n g the U k r a i n i a n S o c i a l i s t F e d e r a t i o n i n A l b e r t a 
and B. C. t o s t a y w i t h the SPC when Myr S t e c h i n s o n had l e d 
the m a j o r i t y o f the U k r a i n i a n f o r e i g n language l o c a l s o f 
the SPC i n t o the SDP. 
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t o l e r a n t a t t i t u d e was the SPC's l o s s o f i n t e r e s t i n 

p o l i t i c a l l y r e p r e s e n t i n g the w o r k i n g c l a s s ; the p a r t y was 

now c o n c e n t r a t i n g more on e d u c a t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s w hich 

i n v o l v e d l a r g e p u b l i c meetings, economics c l a s s e s and 

p r o p a g a n d i z i n g .through p u b l i c a t i o n s . These a c t i v i t i e s 

were a l l c o n s i d e r e d as " p o l i t i c a l " as was r u n n i n g c a n d i 

d a t e s : the aim-was t o make peopl e s u f f i c i e n t l y aware t h a t 

they s h o u l d e l e c t members o f t h e i r own c l a s s t o p u b l i c 

o f f i c e , i t was no l o n g e r deemed i m p o r t a n t t h a t c a n d i d a t e s 

be SPC members. 

The p l a t f o r m adopted by the FLP showed t h e marked 

i n f l u e n c e o f the s o c i a l i s t s , c a l l i n g as i t d i d f o r "the 

c o l l e c t i v e ownership and d e m o c r a t i c o p e r a t i o n o f the means 

of w e a l t h p r o d u c t i o n . " At the same time the p l a t f o r m 

a l s o c o n t a i n e d p r o p o s a l s more c l o s e l y a s s o c i a t e d w i t h the 

t r a d i t i o n a l demands o f l a b o u r , such as p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e 

s e n t a t i o n , minimum wage l e g i s l a t i o n , t he 44-hour week and 

mothers' p e n s i o n s . The F e d e r a t i o n i s t devoted a l a r g e 

p o r t i o n o f i t s space t o the a c t i v i t i e s o f the new p a r t y 

and the e d i t o r i a l pages r e f l e c t e d more and more the i n t e r 

e s t o f the un i o n s I n s o c i a l i s m and i n the a c t i v i t i e s o f 

F e d e r a t i o n i s t , Feb. 8, 1918. 
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the Bolsheviks i n Russia. In l e s s than three months the 
FLP had e s t a b l i s h e d t h i r t e e n l o c a l s around the province 
and the Vancouver l o c a l s had close to two thousand 

56 
members. Then, j u s t when i t seemed that the magic 
combination f o r the cooperation of a l l l e f t - w i n g elements 

57 

had f i n a l l y been found, growth suddenly slowed. For a 
wihlile.p. the? FLP was forced to take a back seat to the f l u r r y 
of s y n d i c a l i s t a c t i v i t y which engulfed the West and c u l 
minated i n a l a r g e number of s t r i k e s and the formation of 
the OBU. 

Just as the e a r l i e r f a i l u r e of p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n had 
swung a large number of people toward d i r e c t economic 
a c t i o n , however, f a i l u r e of d i r e c t a c t i o n swung the pendu
lum once again toward p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n . In the December 1 , 

1 9 2 0 , p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n the FLP ran fourteen candidates 
(there were a number of Independent Labour candidates as 
w e l l . ) Harry Neelands was e l e c t e d i n South Vancouver and 
Tom U p h i l l i n F e r n i e . Sam Guthrie ran as a Labour candi
date i n Newcastle and was a l s o s u c c e s s f u l . The SPC ran 

5 6 I b i d . , A p r i l 1 9 , 1918. 

57 
A number of i n f l u e n t i a l men who had j o i n e d the 

FLP i n i t i a l l y l e f t to organize the OBU. 
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s i x candidates, a l l i n Vancouver, and they c o l l e c t e d an 
average of about s i x per cent of the vote cast. The 
L i b e r a l Party again formed the' government but with a 

58 
reduced m a j o r i t y . 

The years f o l l o w i n g the 1920 e l e c t i o n brought l i t t l e 
i n the way of p o l i t i c a l advancement to the L e f t i n B. C , 
but they d i d see a s h i f t i n alignment on the L e f t . When 
the Worker's Party s t a r t e d , i t took a number of former 
s o c i a l i s t s who now b e l i e v e d that communism was the way of 
Marx. At the same time a large number of union men l o s t 
t h e i r r a d i c a l i s m when the tumult of 1918-19 was over, and 
returned to one of the o l d - l i n e p a r t i e s . This l e f t the 
FLP i n the middle, a c t i n g as a u n i f y i n g force f o r those who 
were n e i t h e r communists nor f r e e - e n t e r p r i s e r s . The party 
p l a t f o r m remained unchanged but i n s t e a d of j u s t i f y i n g i t 
only i n terms of Marx and the c l a s s c o n f l i c t , i t was pro
moted on the b a s i s of equity and as a plan to make the 
economy work without unemployment. 

On the n a t i o n a l scene the Trades and Labour Congress 
of Canada again encouraged the formation of labour p a r t i e s 
i n the p r o v i n c e s , but t h i s time (at i t s convention i n 
Winnipeg i n 1921) i t proposed the establishment of a Canadian 

58 
Canadian Parliamentary Guide, 1 9 2 2 , p. 466, and C l a r i o n , Jan., 1921 . 
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Labour Party to coordinate the p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s of a l l 
59 

labour p o l i t i c a l groups across the Dominion. The pro
po s a l was ignored i n B. C. u n t i l 1924, when the B. C. 
executive of the TLCC c a l l e d a meeting to e s t a b l i s h a 
branch of the CLP. Present were delegates from the FLP, 
the Worker's P a r t y , the VTLC and a number of unions. As 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n ^ 0 of the CLP provided that i t should be 
an a f f i l i a t e body only and should not organize l o c a l s on 
i t s own, the FLP suggested at the meeting that i t should 
become the B. C. branch of the CLP. The meeting turned 
down t h i s request on the grounds that the FLP d i d not 
represent a l l groups i n the p r o v i n c e . ^ Instead the FLP, 

"^Canada, Dept. of Labour, Labour Organization i n  
Canada, 1921. 

^°The C o n s t i t u t i o n of the CLP i s reproduced i n 
Appendix 9• 

^ F e d e r a t i o n i s t , A p r i l 3, 1925, a r t i c l e by Angus 
Mclnnis on.the dispute between the B. C. F e d e r a t i o n i s t , 
o f f i c i a l organ of the FLP, and the Labour Statesman, 
o f f i c i a l organ of the VTLC. There were probably other 
reasons why the FLP request to be the sole o r g a n i z i n g 
body i n B. C. was turned down. As P h i l l i p s says (No  
Power Greater, pp. 93-94) there were some schisms i n the 
B. C. labour movement at t h i s time. During the devasta
t i n g Longshoreman's S t r i k e i n the f a l l of 1923, the VTLC 
had withdrawn i t s support from the F e d e r a t i o n i s t and 
given i t to the Longshoreman's S t r i k e B u l l e t i n . In Jan., 
1924, the name was changed to the B. C. Labour B u l l e t i n 
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the Worker's Party and a large number of unions a f f i l i a t e d 

w i t h the CLP. 

A f f i l i a t i o n w i t h the CLP i n B. C. d i d not work 
wonders f o r the L e f t . In Vancouver a few labour men were 
e l e c t e d to the School Board and t o C i t y C o u n c i l , but i n 
the 1924 p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n only Tom U p h i l l i n Fernie r e 
t a i n e d h i s seat f o r the FLP. A few labour groups grew up 
i n the Vancouver d i s t r i c t and a f f i l i a t e d w ith the CLP, but 
o v e r a l l growth was n e g l i g i b l e . On January 3 0 , 1 9 2 6 , a f t e r 
some months of n e g o t i a t i o n s , the s e v e r a l branches of the 
FLP,in Vancouver, South Vancouver and Burnaby agreed to 
amalgamate w i t h the New Westminster Labour Party and the 

South Vancouver Labour Party. They formed the Independent 
6 2 

Labour Party ( I L P ) . Regardless of i t s name, however, 
the ILP was b a s i c a l l y a s o c i a l i s t p a r t y , formed " f o r the 

and then on A p r i l 25 to the Labour Statesman which became 
the o f f i c i a l organ of the VTLC. Since the F e d e r a t i o n i s t 
supported the FLP the dispute between the e d i t o r s of the 
F e d e r a t i o n i s t and the VTLC r e f l e c t e d on the FLP and so the 
VTLC opposed the FLP becoming the CLP branch i n B. C. 

6 2 
Canadian Labour Advocate, Feb. 1 2 , 1906. The 

paper's l i f e was b r i e f . On June 1 2 , 1 9 2 5 , the Federation- 
i s t.became the Canadian Farmer-Labour Advocate and then 
on J u l y 24 i t became the Canadian Labour Advocate, the 
l a s t i s s u e of which was published A p r i l 2 9 , 1926. The 
p l a t f o r m and manifesto of the ILP are reproduced i n 
Appendix 1 0 . 
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purpose of c r e a t i n g a Working Class Consciousness with 
a view of securing the c o l l e c t i v e ownership and the 

6 3 
democratic c o n t r o l of the means of wealth production." 
I t s manifesto s t a t e d that the party's aim was to educate 
the working c l a s s concerning i t s economic p o s i t i o n and 
that part of t h i s education would i n v o l v e c o n t e s t i n g every 
e l e c t i v e o f f i c e . • While acknowledging that i t would accept 
reforms to improve the p o s i t i o n of the working c l a s s , the 
party's u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e was a s o c i a l i s t s t a t e . In the 
next few months the various branches of the FLP around the 
province also became branches of the ILP. (A c o n d i t i o n of 
being an ILP branch was a f f i l i a t i o n w ith the CLP.) Now 
the p o l i t i c a l forces on the L e f t i n B. C. c o n s i s t e d of only 

64 
two groups, the Communist Party and the ILP, both of whom 
were CLP a f f i l i a t e s . 

What was to be the f i r s t of many clashes between the 
Communist Party on one hand, and labour and s o c i a l i s t forces 
on the other, took place w i t h i n the CLP. As the hard-working 
communists across the country g r a d u a l l y took c o n t r o l of the 

From the preamble to the ILP p l a t f o r m . 
64 

The Worker's Party had become the Communist Party 
of Canada i n 1924. 
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CLP (except i n Alberta),.many of the CLP a f f i l i a t e s i n 
the various provinces began to drop out. The s i t u a t i o n 
came to a head i n B. C. at the ILP convention on June 17 , 

1 9 2 8 , when a motion to withdraw a f f i l i a t i o n from the CLP 
was passed. The motion read: 

That owing to the d i s o r g a n i z a t i o n of the 
Canadian Labour Party due to the withdrawal 
of so many of the a f f i l i a t e d Trade Unions 
we f e e l that i t would be i n the best i n t e r e s t s 
of the p o l i t i c a l labour movement that the 
Independent Labour Party withdraw i t s a f f i l i 
a t i o n from the Canadian Labour Party.6 5 

With the demise of the C L P 6 6 as a n a t i o n a l coordin
a t i n g body, the groups on the L e f t i n Western Canada began 
to explore other means of c o o r d i n a t i n g t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . 
A Conference of Western P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s was organized 
and met annually from 19 29 u n t i l 19 3 2 , when the proposal 
f o r the CCF was formulated. The B. C. ILP was a r e g u l a r 
p a r t i c i p a n t i n these conferences. 

The ILP had many former SPC s t a l w a r t s — K i n g s l e y , 
Wallace Lefeaux, P e t t i p i e c e , W. A. P r i t c h a r d , Ernest Winch, 
e t c . — a n d these men ensured that the party r e t a i n e d i t s 
s o c i a l i s t p l a t f o r m although they d i d not i n s i s t that i t be 

•ILP Executive Minutes and Convention Reports, 
June - 6 , 1 9 2 8 , Angus Mclnnis C o l l e c t i o n , Box 4 5 , U.B.C. 

6 6 F o r a good h i s t o r y of the CLP see Ma r t i n Robin, 
R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and Canadian Labour, Chapter 16 . 
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the i m p o s s i b l i s t v a r i e t y . On December 6 , 1 9 3 1 , the ILP 
changed i t s name to the Independent Labour Party ( S o c i a l i s t ) , , , 
and s i x months l a t e r — J u n e 1 3 , 1 9 3 2—changed i t s name again, 
t h i s time to the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada. 

Thus i t was that when the party federated with the 
CCP i n 1 9 3 3 , i t d i d so under the banner of i t s o l d f o r b e a r , 
the S o c i a l i s t Party of Canada. This was only f i t t i n g , f o r 
i t c a r r i e d i n t o the CCP a healthy respect f o r many of the 
s o c i a l i s t p r i n c i p l e s that had been the l i f e b l o o d of the 
o l d SPC throughout i t s h i s t o r y . 
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CHAPTER IX 

CONCLUSION 

For a generation Marxian s o c i a l i s m was the dominant 
ideology of the L e f t i n B. C. Though i t s successes as a 
p o l i t i c a l party were minimal, i t d i d make s i g n i f i c a n t 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s to the p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e of the L e f t i n the 
province. 

Many s c h o l a r s 1 have p r o f f e r e d e x p l a n a t i o n s , ranging 
from the s p e c i f i c and l o c a l to the u n i v e r s a l , f o r the 
f a i l u r e of Marxism to "take hold" i n North America. None 

"""The f o l l o w i n g are some examples, but the l i s t i s 
not exhaustive: Yehoshua A r i e l i , I n d i v i d u a l i s m and  
N a t i o n a l i s m i n American Ideology (Cambridge: Harvard 
U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1 9 6 5 ) ; D a n i e l B e l l , Marxian S o c i a l i s m  
i n the United States ( P r i n c e t o n : P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y 
Press, 1 9 6 7 P-952J) ; W. S. Chambers and W. D. Burnham, eds., 
The American Party System (New York: Oxford Univ. Press, 
1 9 6 7 ) ; Leon D. E p s t e i n , P ' o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s i n Western  
Democracies (New York: Fred A. Praeger, 1 9 6 7 ) ; Louis Hartz, 
The Founding of New S o c i e t i e s (New York, Harcourt, Brace 
and world, I n c . , 1 9 6 4 ) ; Gad Horowitz, "Conservatism, 
L i b e r a l i s m , and S o c i a l i s m i n Canada-an I n t e r p r e t a t i o n " , 
CJEPS, (May, 1 9 6 6 ) ; Seymour M. L l p s e t and S t e i n Rokkan, 
"Cleavage S t r u c t u r e s , Party Systems and Voter Alignments;" 
S. M. L i p s e t and S t e i n Rokkan, eds.. Party Systems and  
Voter Alignments (New York,. Free Press, 19 6 7 ) ; •"S d y mo ur 
M a r t i n Lipset," The' F i r s t New Nation (New York, Basic 
Books, I n c . , 1 9 6 3 ) ; .Guhnar Myrdal, An AmericanBDilemma 
(New York; Harper and Bros., 1 9 4 4 ) ; F. J . Turner, The  
S i g n i f i c a n c e . o f Sections i n American H i s t o r y (New York: 
Henry Holt and' Company, 1 9 3 2 . ) 
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of these s i n g l e - f a c t o r e x p l a n a t i o n s , however, meets the 
a c i d t e s t : were t h i s cause absent, would s o c i a l i s m have 
taken hold? 2 When these various explanations are a p p l i e d 
to the B. C. case, a s u b s t a n t i a l amount of evidence can 
be marshalled i n support of a number of them, yet together 
they provide only a p a r t i a l e xplanation since Marxian 
s o c i a l i s m d i d take hold i n some parts of the province and 
i t s i n f l u e n c e was c a r r i e d i n t o the CCF when i t formed i n 
1932. Even the Horowitz e x p l a n a t i o n , which was developed 
s o l e l y f o r Canada, does not hold f o r B r i t i s h Columbia. -
Horowitz says that the pan-North American approach that i s 
Invoked to e x p l a i n the l a c k of.a strong s o c i a l i s m i n 
North America compared with Europe emphasizes s i m i l a r i t i e s 
between the United States and Canada and t h e r e f o r e does not 
help us to understand Canada's uniqueness. But n e i t h e r 
does Horowitz's pan-English Canada explanation e x p l a i n the 
uniqueness of B r i t i s h Columbia. The toryism brought to 
C e n t r a l Canada by the L o y a l i s t s d i d not penetrate as f a r 
westward as B r i t i s h Columbia and s o c i a l i s m i n B. C. was not 
r e l a t e d to the presence of " c o r p o r a t e - o r g a n i c - c o l l e c t i v i s t " 

2 
See "Why No T h i r d Party i n America?" mimeo by the 

author, 1969. 

3See Chapters I and I I I and Chapter IV, pp. 1 2 0 - 1 2 1 . 
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toryism. The dominant toryism i n B r i t i s h Columbia was 
business conservatism, more r e l a t e d to the l i b e r a l 
i n d i v i d u a l i s m of the United States than to corporate-
o r g a n i c - c o l l e c t i v i s t toryism. In the mining camps of 
B..C. there was no sense of community among the workers 
and the employers; i n s t e a d , the o v e r r i d i n g f e e l i n g was 
one of i s o l a t i o n and antagonism between the two groups. 
Moreover, the p r o v i n c i a l government d i d not hold i t s e l f 
r e s p o n s i b l e to provide f o r a l l l e v e l s of s o c i e t y , but 
saw i t s r o l e p r i m a r i l y i n terms of encouraging i n d u s t r i a l 
development. 

As Professor John Wilson points out, there are 
a number of p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e s i n Canada, each generating 
a d i f f e r e n t set o f / p o l i t i c a l values and a c t i o n s . In c e r t a i n 
areas of B r i t i s h Columbia the p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e nurtured the 
Marxian s o c i a l i s t cause f o r a p e r i o d of time, and support i n 
these areas gave the party s u f f i c i e n t ' s t r e n g t h and encourage
ment to carry on i t s p o l i t i c a l and educational a c t i v i t i e s i n 
other parts of the province. 

John Wilson, "The Canadian P o l i t i c a l C u l t u r e s : 
R e f l e c t i o n s on the Problem of N a t i o n a l I n t e g r a t i o n . " 
A paper presented at the f o r t y - f i f t h annual meeting of 
the Canadian P o l i t i c a l Science A s s o c i a t i o n , Montreal,. 
August, 1973. 
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There were Marxists, i n other centers of Canada too, but 
they had an i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l f o l l o w i n g , they.were not 
i n f l u e n t i a l i n the labour movement, t h e i r propaganda and 
educational a c t i v i t i e s reached very few people, and they 
were most of the time regarded as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of 
s o c i e t y ' s m i s - f i t s . One of the important d i f f e r e n c e s 
between the s o c i a l i s t movement i n B. C. and i n other parts 
of Canada was that i n B. C. the movement was dominated by 
Anglo-Saxons whereas i n other areas i t was dominated by 
non-English speaking immigrants. This meant that i n B. C. 
the s o c i a l i s t s had a c e r t a i n " r e s p e c t a b i l i t y " which they 
d i d not enjoy i n other areas. As s o c i a l i s m i n B. C. moved 
from impossiblism through p o s s i b l i s m to the s o c i a l democ
racy of the CCF, some of the Marxist ideology was c a r r i e d 
along. In other parts of Canada, however, because Marxist 
groups were t a r r e d w i t h the " f o r e i g n e r " l a b e l , Marxism had 
been l a r g e l y r e j e c t e d by those groups which e v e n t u a l l y 
federated w i t h the CCP. 

I t i s not the i n t e n t i o n here, however, to suggest 
that B r i t i s h Columbia was ever a hive of s o c i a l i s t a c t i v i t y 

There are exceptions. For example,.James Simpson, 
o r i g i n a l l y an SPC member, then an SDP member, was a 
number of times e l e c t e d to the Toronto C i t y C ouncil and 
was C o n t r o l l e r f o r one term.- He w;as also a v i c e - p r e s i d e n t 
of the TLCC. However, the SPC always considered him more 
of. a labour man than a s o c i a l i s t . 
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( a l t h o u g h compared t o o t h e r p r o v i n c e s i t might appear s o ) , 

nor t h a t t h e r e was ever a time when b e h i n d every u n i o n c a r d 

was an SPC membership c a r d . I n the p a r t s o f the p r o v i n c e 

where M a r x i a n s o c i a l i s m had appeal,' i t d i d so because i t 

was p e r c e i v e d as r e l e v a n t t o the s i t u a t i o n then e x i s t i n g . 

I n these a r e a s , t h e n , the s o c i a l i s t s a t t a i n e d some p o l i t i c a l 

i n f l u e n c e t h r o u g h t h e i r e l e c t e d s o c i a l i s t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

A l t h o u g h the a c t i v i t i e s o f SPC l e g i s l a t o r s c o u l d not 

be r e c o n c i l e d w i t h the p a r t y p l a t f o r m because the l a t t e r 

c a l l e d f o r complete change w h i l e the former worked f o r 

r e f o r m , i t was the f a c t of h a v i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n V i c t o r i a 

w h i c h earned the p a r t y l e g i t i m a c y and awarded i t a more 

s i g n i f i c a n t and e n d u r i n g r o l e i n B. C. p o l i t i c s than might 

o t h e r w i s e have been the c a s e . 6 I t i s one t h i n g t o be a 

p o l i t i c a l group a d v o c a t i n g change from o u t s i d e the l e g i s l a 

t i v e h a l l s , but q u i t e a n o t h e r t h i n g t o be a group a d v o c a t i n g 

change from w i t h i n the l e g i s l a t i v e h a l l s . I n the f i r s t 

i n s t a n c e , s i n c e the group i s seen as i r r e l e v a n t and o u t s i d e 
7 

the parameters o f l e g i t i m a t e p o l i t i c a l s t r i v i n g , i t can be 

See f o r example the d i s c u s s i o n i n Chapter V I , _ p p . 
^ 6 6 - 2 7 6 , , c o n c e r n i n g the SPC's l e g i s l a t i v e e f f e c t i v e n e s s . 

The q u e s t i o n o f s p e c i a l - i n t e r e s t 
But even an i n t e r e s t group does not g a i n 
o r p u b l i c a t t e n t i o n and i n f l u e n c e u n l e s s 

groups a r i s e s . 
p o l i t i c a l , p r e s s 
i t appears t o 
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i g n o r e d by the p r e s s , p o l i t i c a l opponents and the p e o p l e . 

I n the second i n s t a n c e the group i s a r e c o g n i z e d p o l i t i c a l 

f o r c e r e p r e s e n t i n g l e g i t i m a t e wants.and t h e r e f o r e i t can

not be c o m p l e t e l y I g n o r e d . T h i s was the case w i t h the 

SPC. 

There i s an a s p e c t o f the d e m o c r a t i c system which 

f a v o u r s the l o n g - t e r m e x i s t e n c e o f any group who can 

i n i t i a l l y a t t a i n some e l e c t o r a l s u c c e s s : once on the 

government p a y r o l l , such persons can become f u l l - t i m e 

p o l i t i c i a n s . The SPC members o f the L e g i s l a t u r e — H a w t h o r n 

t h w a i t e , W i l l i a m s , M c l n n e s , D a v i d s o n — w e r e i n e f f e c t on 

government s a l a r y to s p r e a d the word of M a r x i a n s o c i a l i s m . 

And t h i s the SPC r e q u i r e d them to do at a l l times when they 

were not a t t e n d i n g to l e g i s l a t i v e b u s i n e s s . S i n c e l e g i s -

r e p r e s e n t a l e g i t i m a t e , s u b s t a n t i a l body o f p e o p l e . At 
the t u r n o f the c e n t u r y t h e r e was e x t e n s i v e concern by 
the v a r i o u s p o l i t i c a l f a c t i o n s o ver the p o s s i b i l i t y o f 
l a b o u r p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , but l a b o u r d i d not succeed i n 
o r g a n i z i n g e i t h e r a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y o r an e f f e c t i v e 
p r e s s u r e group. 

A r e v i e w o f newspaper coverage f o r the p e r i o d 
1900 t o 1930 shows t h a t the p r e s s u s u a l l y gave f a i r 
coverage to the l e g i s l a t i v e a c t i v i t i e s o f s o c i a l i s t MLA's, 
but as the l a t t e r ' s p e r c e n t a g e o f the v o t e grew over the 
y e a r s , newspaper e d i t o r i a l s became more c r i t i c a l . I n 
c o v e r i n g s o c i a l i s t m e e t i n g s , f o r example, newspapers 
c o n s i s t e n t l y c o n c e n t r a t e d on the n e g a t i v e a s p e c t s such as 
• d i s s e n s i o n w i t h i n the membership and the s o c i a l i s t s ' s e l f -
r i g h t e o u s a t t i t u d e , and emphasized such words as " r e v o l u 
t i o n , " " i n t e r n a t i o n a l , " " p r o l e t a r i a t , " "Marx," and 
"workers' p a r a d i s e . " 
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l a t i v e s a l a r i e s were adequate, to. support a f a m i l y , i t was 
p o s s i b l e f o r these men to be almost . f u l l - t i m e o r g a n i z e r s . 
When t r a v e l expenses became part of an M.L.A.'s indemnity, 
the SPC sent Hawthornthwaite and the others on many t r i p s 
throughout the pr o v i n c e , thus sparing the party the t r a v e l 
expense of p a i d o r g a n i z e r s . 

The e l e c t o r a l support of the mining areas acted as 
an e l i x i r f o r the SPC, enabling the party to devote energies 
to other concerns, p r i n c i p a l l y education. Although i t 
c l a s s i f i e d i t s e l f as a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , the SPC d i d not have 
as i t s primary goal the immediate attainment of p o l i t i c a l 
power. T h i s , i n l i n e with Marx's teaching, would i n e v i t a b l y 
occur when the time was r i g h t . Meanwhile the party's proper 
f u n c t i o n was to educate the working man concerning h i s c l a s s 
p o s i t i o n , to teach him how the c a p i t a l i s t system " r e a l l y " 
worked and to i n c u l c a t e Marxian economics and p o l i t i c s . The 
obsession with education which t y p i f i e d most of the old-time 
SPC, SDP, FLP and ILP-SPC members was immediately apparent 
i n the i n t e r v i e w s h e l d i n connection with t h i s study and i n 
l e t t e r s r e c e i v ed i n r e p l y to requests f o r i n f o r m a t i o n . Many 

The s e s s i o n a l indemnity i n 1903 was $800 and i n 
1912"; $1200... C.P.G. , 1903 and 1912. During the same p e r i o d 
the average annual wage i n B. C. was approximately $ 4 5 0 . 
Canada Year Book, years 1903 to 1912. 
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o f the r e s p o n d e n t s c o u l d remember t h e v a l u e o f l i t e r a t u r e 

s a l e s f o r v a r i o u s p e r i o d s much b e t t e r t h a n they c o u l d 

r e c a l l who.ran i n w h i c h . e l e c t i o n o r how they f a r e d at the 
9 

p o l l s . The SPC viewed p o l i t i c s and the way i n which 

s o c i e t y was o r d e r e d under the c a p i t a l i s t system as a zero 

sum game: every g a i n f o r one s i d e was a l o s s f o r the 

o t h e r . Thus every c o n v e r t made through the p a r t y ' s 

e d u c a t i o n a l work was a l o s s f o r e v e r t o a l l o t h e r p a r t i e s . 

There i s no doubt t h a t a f i r s t - c l a s s e d u c a t i o n a l 

job was done by the SPC. The e n e r g e t i c , committed Vancouver 

l e a d e r s h i p produced hundreds o f d i f f e r e n t pamphlets and 

p u b l i s h e d them by the thousands. They a l s o wrote s m a l l 

b o o k l e t s a n a l y z i n g l o c a l events i n d e t a i l , 1 0 and kept t h e i r 

H a s t i n g s S t r e e t o f f i c e open seven days and seven n i g h t s a 

week f o r p o l i t i c a l d i s c u s s i o n groups. I n a d d i t i o n they 

t a u g h t Economics t o thousands o f p e o p l e , and r e g u l a r l y 

f i l l e d t h e a t r e s on Sunday evenings w i t h a u d iences f o r 

E r n e s t H a l l , l o n g - t e r m NDP M.L.A. and p r e s e n t l y 
P r o v i n c i a l S e c r e t a r y i n the c a b i n e t o f the B. C. government, 
r e p o r t s t h a t the. same con c e r n w i t h e d u c a t i o n p r e v a i l e d among 
o l d - t i m e CCF members i n Saskatchewan, many.of whom c o u l d 
remember t o a penny how much money was made on l i t e r a t u r e 
s a l e s i n the committee rooms, but were unable t o remember 
whether t h e i r c a n d i d a t e s won. L e t t e r , June, 1968. 

1 0 P o r example, J a c k Kavanaugh, The Vancouver I s l a n d  
S t r i k e (B. C. M i n e r ' s L i b e r a t i o n League, Vancouver, n . d . ) , 
E. T. K i n g s l e y , The Genesis and E v a l u a t i o n o f S l a v e r y 
(Vancouver, n.d.) 
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speeches o r debates between SPC members and l a b o u r , o r 

between SPC members and b u s i n e s s o r government r e p r e s e n t a 

t i v e s . O u t s i d e Vancouver they m a i n t a i n e d as many o r g a n i z e r s 

i n the f i e l d as the p a r t y c o u l d a f f o r d : F o r a number o f 

y e a r s the p a r t y was a b l e t o have one o r two f u l l - t i m e men 

on the speech-making and o r g a n i z i n g r o u t e , and t h e s e were 

augmented by the M.L.A.s. By word o f mouth and p r i n t the 

s o c i a l i s t message r e a c h e d i n t o every nook and cranny o f the 

p r o v i n c e where a w o r k i n g man might be found. S e v e r a l c o r 

r e s p o n d e n t s and i n t e r v i e w e e s 1 1 r e p o r t e d to the a u t h o r t h a t 

d u r i n g the f i r s t t e n y e a r s o f the SPC's e x i s t e n c e i t was 

- i m p o s s i b l e t o go i n t o the bunkhouse o f a l o g g i n g , m i n i n g o r 

r a i l r o a d o p e r a t i o n w i t h o u t f i n d i n g at l e a s t some o f the men 

p o u r i n g o v e r l i t e r a t u r e put out by the SPC, or s o c i a l i s t 

books p u b l i s h e d by the C h a r l e s K e r r Company and s o l d by the 

SPC through the C l a r i o n . 

The e d u c a t i o n a l work o f the SPC, however, was not 

t r a n s l a t e d i m m e d i a t e l y i n t o v o t e s f o r s o c i a l i s t c a n d i d a t e s . 

Where r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l i s m was most r e l e v a n t and had the 

g r e a t e s t a p p e a l was i n the i s o l a t e d m i n i n g , l o g g i n g and 

c o n s t r u c t i o n camps around the p r o v i n c e . These o c c u p a t i o n s 

have t r a d i t i o n a l l y been f i l l e d w i t h t r a n s i e n t workers who, 

F o r example, J . A. McDonald, F r e d F a u l k n e r , 
and W. W. L e f e a u x . 
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i n moving about the province i n search of work, would 
often f a i l to get on the voter's l i s t . Thus, even when 
won over to the SPC cause, these workers often d i d not 
represent votes. The SPC also claimed that the mines i n 
the Kootenay area were closed down on some pretext or 
other during the p e r i o d preceding an e l e c t i o n so that the 
workers would have to move on i n search f o r other employ-

12 
ment. Thus they would n e i t h e r be able to e x e r c i s e t h e i r 
vote i n the constituency i n which they were r e g i s t e r e d nor 
to vote i n t h e i r new constituency, where they would not 
yet be r e g i s t e r e d . I t was these same t r a n s i e n t workers 
who would f l o c k to the SPC meetings i n Vancouver during the 
winter months of logging and c o n s t r u c t i o n camp shut-downs. 
Although the SPC was also very a c t i v e with educational work 
i n the Vancouver area, i t was not to the Vancouver workers 
that they appealed. U n t i l the p e r i o d of World War I the 
Vancouver labour force d i d not perceive the c a p i t a l i s t 
i n d u s t r i a l system as n'oxious as d i d workers i n the i s o l a t e d 
communities of the province. Vancouver's was a r a p i d l y 

12 
I have not been able to v e r i f y t h i s accusation 

by c o r r e l a t i n g mine shut-downs w i t h e l e c t i o n s , but i t 
would seem to be an expensive way f o r a mining company 
to assure i t s e l f of sympathetic l e g i s l a t o r s i n V i c t o r i a . 
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expanding s o c i e t y w i t h c o n s t a n t upward m o b i l i t y 1 " 5 which 

appeared t o r e f u t e the M a r x i a n t e a c h i n g s o f c l a s s antagon

isms . 

A l t h o u g h the SPC d i d not reap the f u l l f r u i t o f i t s 

e d u c a t i o n a l l a b o u r s , i t s t e a c h i n g s were not l o s t t o the 

s o c i a l i s t cause i n B. C. I n l a t e r y e a r s many o f the 

c o n v e r t e d and t h e i r o f f s p r i n g i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y gave t h e i r 

v o t e s t o the FLP, ILP-SPC and f i n a l l y t o the CCF. S t u d i e s 

i n o t h e r c o u n t r i e s have shown the v a l u e o f s o c i a l i z a t i o n i n 

d e v e l o p i n g s t r o n g attachments t o s p e c i f i c p a r t i e s and 
14 

i d e o l o g i e s t h r o u g h g e n e r a t i o n s . L i p s e t and Rokkan i n 

t h e i r s tudy o f European p a r t y systems d i d not t a k e t h e i r 

s t u d i e s p a s t the 1920's s i n c e they f o u n d , once the s u f f r a g e 

e x t e n s i o n s was completed, t h a t due t o s o c i a l i z a t i o n "the 

i J D a t a t o v e r i f y t h i s statement i s not a v a i l a b l e , 
but a g l a n c e at the f i g u r e s f o r growth o f p o p u l a t i o n , 
e d u c a t i o n a l o p p o r t u n i t i e s and s m a l l i n d u s t r y l e a v e s 
l i t t l e doubt as t o i t s a c c u r a c y . 

14 
See D a v i d B u t l e r and Donald S t o k e s , P o l i t i c a l  

Change , i n . B r i t a i n :. F o r c e s Shaping. E l e c t o r a l Choice 
(New York: " S t . M a r t i n r s ' P r e s s , 1 9 6 9) pp. 62-64; 247-249, 
2 6 3 - 2 6 5 ; P h i l l i p ' C o n v e r s e , "Of Time and P a r t i s a n S t a b i l i t y , " 
Comparative P o l i t i c a l S t u d i e s ,. V o l . 2 , No. 2 ( J u l y , 1 9 6 9 ) 
"pp',' 141 ffV," 165 - r 6 7 . ; ; Kenneth P r e w i t t '.and Norman N i e , 
" " R e v i e w " A r t i c l e : E l e c t i o n S t u d i e s o f the Survey Research 
C e n t e r , " B r i t i s h J o u r n a l o f P o l i t i c a l S c i e n c e 1 :4 ( O c t . , 
1 9 7 D pp* 4 9 7 - 5 0 1 . 
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party systems of the 1960's r e f l e c t , w i t h few but s l g n l f i -
15 

cant changes, the cleavage s t r u c t u r e of the 1920's." 
Since these tendencies have been noted i n such a wide 
v a r i e t y of s t u d i e s , i t i s reasonable to assume that 
s i m i l a r attachments formed i n B. C. There i s no e m p i r i c a l 
proof, of course, that the supporters of the FLP, ILP-SPC 
and the CCF d i d so as a r e s u l t of the e d u c a t i o n a l work done 
i n previous times by the SPC, but i n t e r v i e w s w i t h e a r l y 
CCF members v e r i f y that a large number of party members 
and supporters r e c e i v e d t h e i r o r i g i n a l s o c i a l i s t t r a i n i n g 
through the e f f o r t s of the SPC 1 6 and they c r e d i t the 
" l e f t n e s s " of B. C. p o l i t i c s l a r g e l y to the work of the 
SPC. Many of the l e a d i n g members of the FLP, ILP-SPC and 
CCF were former SPC members and t h e i r i n f l u e n c e on party 
p o l i c y was great. These l a t e r p a r t i e s also maintained the 

°S. M. L i p s e t and S t e i n Rokkan, "Cleavage 
S t r u c t u r e s , Party Systems and Voter Alignments," S. M. 
L i p s e t and S t e i n Rokkan, eds., Party Systems and Voter  
Alignments (New York: Free Press, 1967) , P• 50. I t a l i c s 
i n the o r i g i n a l . In B. C. the cleavage s t r u c t u r e d i d not 
harden u n t i l the e a r l y 1 9 3 0 's, but since that time the 
CCF/NDP have c o n s i s t e n t l y r e c e i v e d about one t h i r d of the 
•popular vote i n p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n s . L i p s e t ' s and 
Rokkan's f i n d i n g s seem to hold even i n a p o p u l a t i o n fed 
w i t h a h i g h percentage of immigration, such as B. C.'s. 

l 6 D o r o t h y Steeves, The Compassionate Rebel, 
noted t h i s . See p a r t i c u l a r l y Chapter VI and V I I . 

a l s o 
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SPC penchant f o r e d u c a t i o n i n M a r x i s t economics. F o r 

example, W a l l a c e L e f e a u x , a former SPC member, h e l d 

c l a s s e s i n M a r x i a n economics f o r hundreds o f newcomers 

t o the CCF when I t was b e i n g l a u n c h e d i n 1932 and 1933-

There i s no doubt t h a t the SPC's g r e a t e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n 

t o the L e f t i n B. C. came t h r o u g h i t s u n c e a s i n g educa

t i o n a l a c t i v i t i e s , t he e f f e c t s o f which were seen f o r 

ye a r s a f t e r the p a r t y i t s e l f had v a n i s h e d as a meaning

f u l e n t i t y . 

I n i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h l a b o u r the SPC was b o t h 

a f a i l u r e and a s u c c e s s . W h i l e i t f a i l e d t o get the 

m a j o r i t y o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s , u n i o n i z e d o r n o t , t o sup

p o r t i t s p o l i c i e s , s u c c e s s came i n d i r e c t l y t h r ough the 

e f f o r t s o f p a r t y members who worked themselves i n t o 

l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s w i t h i n the o r g a n i z e d l a b o u r movement. 

Through t h e i r e f f o r t s , p l u s opportune c i r c u m s t a n c e s , 

l a b o u r moved f a r enough t o the l e f t t o enable s o c i a l i s t 

and l a b o u r i t e s t o work t o g e t h e r f i r s t t h r ough the FLP 

and l a t e r t h r o u g h the ILP-SPC and the CCF. The SPC 

c a s t i g a t e d c r a f t - u n ions m e r c i l e s s l y as e l i t i s t and concerned 

o n l y w i t h t h e i r own w e l l - b e i n g r a t h e r t h a n t h a t o f the 

w o r k i n g c l a s s i n g e n e r a l . The p a r t y d i d manage, however, 

t o a c c e p t the i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n s , a l t h o u g h b a s i c a l l y i t 

b e l i e v e d t h a t a l l u n i o n s , which c o n f i n e d themselves t o 
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economic m a t t e r s and d i d not go f o r the p o l i t i c a l j u g u l a r , 

were anathema t o the c l a s s s t r u g g l e . N o n e t h e l e s s , SPC 

members o c c u p i e d l e a d e r s h i p p o s i t i o n s i n b o t h c r a f t and 

i n d u s t r i a l u n i o n s . The m a c h i n i s t s and t y p o g r a p h e r s , the 

longshoremen and m i n e r s — a l l had SPC members on t h e i r 

e x e c u t i v e s f o r many y e a r s . The B. C. F e d e r a t i o n o f Labour 

was formed l a r g e l y as a r e s u l t o f the i n s p i r a t i o n and 

l e a d e r s h i p o f SPC members, and f o r the f i r s t t e n y e a r s o f 

the Federation's" e x i s t e n c e the l a b o u r movement was l e d by 

r a d i c a l s e d u c a t e d t o c l a s s c o n s c i o u s n e s s v i a SPC-sponsored 

m e e t i n g s , c l a s s e s and r e a d i n g m a t e r i a l s . Though t h e r e are 

a d d i t i o n a l reasons why the l a b o u r movement i n the West was 
17 

more r a d i c a l t h a n t h a t i n the E a s t , the work o f the 
SPC was p r o b a b l y the most i m p o r t a n t f a c t o r . Ormsby, 

18 

P h i l l i p s , R o b i n and o t h e r o b s e r v e r s o f the B. C. scene 

have a l l noted t h a t B. C. l a b o u r has g i v e n more support t o 

r a d i c a l p o l i t i c s than has been the case w i t h l a b o u r i n ' 

o t h e r p a r t s o f Canada, but none o f the s e w r i t e r s has empha

s i z e d the importance of the M a r x i a n s o c i a l i s t s i n t h i s 

phenomenon. S t u d e n t s o f American s o c i a l i s m have a l l s t a t e d 

'See Chapter I and I I . A l s o P a u l P h i l l i p s , No  
Power G r e a t e r , p a s s i m ; M a r t i n R o b i n , R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and  
Canadian L a b o u r , p a s s i m . 

18 
Margaret Ormsby, B r i t i s h C o lumbia, a H i s t o r y ; 

M a r t i n R o b i n , R a d i c a l P o l i t i c s and Canadian Labour; M a r t i n 
Robin,.The .Rush f o r S p o i l s ^ P a u l P h i l l i p s , No Power G r e a t e r . 
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t h a t the g r e a t e s t f a i l u r e o f the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f 

Americ a was i t s i n a b i l i t y t o i n f i l t r a t e the American 

l a b o u r movement, but as the p r e s e n t study has shown, the 

SPC was d i f f e r e n t . I t d i d have a l a r g e i n f l u e n c e w i t h 

B. C. l a b o u r and a l t h o u g h the p a r t y d i d not s u r v i v e , i t s 

i n f l u e n c e i n the l a b o u r movement was f e l t f o r some y e a r s . 

A l t h o u g h the SPC never pandered t o l a b o u r u n i o n s , 

the p a r t y always l i v e d i n hope t h a t u n i o n members would 

come t o see the h o p e l e s s n e s s o f t h e i r p o s i t i o n and throw 

t h e i r s u p p o r t b e h i n d the s o c i a l i s t cause. To ensure t h a t 

the w o r k i n g man was not confused w i t h what t o do w i t h h i s 

vo t e when he f i n a l l y withdrew i t from the L i b e r a l s o r 

C o n s e r v a t i v e s , the SPC opposed the f o r m a t i o n o f o t h e r 

p a r t i e s on the L e f t , e s p e c i a l l y l a b o u r p a r t i e s , s i n c e t h e s e 

were viewed as pseudo-reform groups which would not h e l p 

the w o r k i n g c l a s s o v e r the l o n g r u n . Thus SPC u n i o n mem

be r s c o n s i s t e n t l y f o u g h t to p r e v e n t l a b o u r from e s t a b l i s h i n g 

i t s own p a r t y . A l t h o u g h they d i d not succeed I n t h i s g o a l , 

they were a b l e t o s p l i t u n i o n s u p p o r t f o r any p a r t y t h a t 

was s t a r t e d . P r i o r t o VS. W. I t h e r e were two s e r i o u s 

attempts by o r g a n i z e d l a b o u r t o s e t up a p r o v i n c e - w i d e 

l a b o u r p a r t y : at Kamloops i n 1902 and i n Vancouver i n 

1906. I n the former c a s e , when the P r o v i n c i a l P r o g r e s s i v e . 

P a r t y was formed, the i n t e n t i o n was t h a t i t s h o u l d be an 
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amalgam of a l l the r a d i c a l groups i n the province plus 
labour, but the s o c i a l i s t s would have nothing to do wi t h 
i t since the p l a t f o r m was reform and not r e v o l u t i o n a r y . 
But i t was not only s o c i a l i s t c r i t i c i s m of the PPP which 
caused i t to f a i l . Labour i t s e l f was not ready to s t r i k e 
out on i t s own. The cr a f t , unions, p a r t i c u l a r l y those with 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l a f f i l i a t i o n s , were not convinced that more 
could be gained by i n d i v i d u a l p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n than by 
supporting candidates of any party which pledged i t s e l f 
to support labour's cause. They were swayed by Gomper's 
dictum, "Reward your f r i e n d s . " Though the i n d u s t r i a l 
unions d i d favour p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n , the members of the 
l a r g e s t i n d u s t r i a l union, the WFM ( l a t e r replaced by the 
UMWA) supported the SPC. With such mixed support the PPP 
was doomed to f a i l u r e . The s o c i a l i s t s can be given greater 
c r e d i t f o r f r u s t r a t i n g the 1906 attempt to set up a labour 
party than the attempt four years e a r l i e r . By weaning a 
large s e c t i o n of organized labour away from the TLCC's 
b r a i n c h i l d , they ensured that the party was born on paper 
only and was never a c t i v e e i t h e r p o l i t i c a l l y or education
a l l y . Thus the SPC was able to reserve the l e f t of the 
p o l i t i c a l spectrum f o r i t s e l f . Though there i s no evidence 
that the party gained any e l e c t o r a l advantage from t h i s 
happy circumstance, one outcome was that l e f t - w i n g p o l i t i c s 
were not watered down i n B. C. Here the p o l i t i c s of the 
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L e f t were t h e p o l i t i c s o f t h e S P C — i . e . r e v o l u t i o n a r y -

M a r x i s t . By k e e p i n g a l a b o u r p a r t y out o f the p o l i t i c a l 

a r e n a , t h e SPC ensured t h a t l e f t - w i n g p o l i t i c s in B. C. 

would be r a d i c a l p o l i t i c s , thus g u a r a n t e e i n g t h a t t h e r e 

would be no compromise w i t h t h e c a p i t a l i s t p a r t i e s . 

To the l i b e r a l o b s e r v e r the "no compromise" a t t i 

tude appears w h o l l y i r r a t i o n a l f o r a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , s i n c e 

the u n d e r s t o o d g o a l o f a p a r t y i s t o g a i n support from as 

many so u r c e s as p o s s i b l e i n o r d e r t o form the government, o r 

at l e a s t t o i n f l u e n c e government d e c i s i o n making. I n t h e s e 

terms t h e p o l i c y o f t h e SPC was c e r t a i n l y a f a i l u r e . The 

p a r t y ' s main s o u r c e o f i n c r e a s e d power would have come from 

t h e l a b o u r u n i o n s , but because t h e SPC would not accept t h e 

immediate economic g o a l s o f o r g a n i z e d l a b o u r , l a b o u r i n 

t u r n would not support the l o n g - t e r m p o l i t i c a l g o a l s o f the 

SPC. Thus immediate p o l i t i c a l p o w e r — w h i c h the p a r t y would 

have a c c e p t e d but d i d not e x p e c t — w a s w i t h h e l d from the SPC, 

but the l o n g - t e r m g o a l o f u l t i m a t e power, which was supposed 

t o come sooner t h r o u g h no compromise, a l s o escaped them. 

"No compromise—no p o l i t i c a l t r a d i n g " was o b v i o u s l y a complete 

f a i l u r e , as a p o l i c y . Or was i t ? 

I t can be argued t h a t , had the SPC rea c h e d out t o 

the u n i o n s i n t h e e a r l y days o f i t s e x i s t e n c e , t h e L e f t i n 

B. C. might have been r e p r e s e n t e d i n l e g i s l a t i v e h a l l s much 

sooner t h a n i t was. But what i s t h e e v i d e n c e t h a t the 
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v o t e s o f the w o r k i n g man would have gone t o the SPC. Labour 

i t s e l f was u n c l e a r about how t o o b t a i n from government tho s e 

measures w h i c h would h e l p the w o r k i n g man. I n the attempts 

t o s e t up l a b o u r p a r t i e s i t was c l e a r t h a t some l a b o u r i t e s 

b e l i e v e d t h a t an independent p o l i t i c a l p a r t y d e d i c a t e d t o 

the cause o f l a b o u r was the answer, but when the s e p a r t i e s 

were s e t up they l a c k e d b o t h e n t h u s i a s t i c l e a d e r s h i p and 

the w o r k e r s ' s u p p o r t f o r c a n d i d a t e s who were run on a l a b o u r 

t i c k e t . On the o t h e r hand were those i n l a b o u r ranks who. 

were committed to s u p p o r t any p o l i t i c a l c a n d i d a t e who 

p l e d g e d h i m s e l f to l a b o u r ' s causes. The e v i d e n c e seems t o 

i n d i c a t e t h a t , had the SPC reached out f o r l a b o u r s u p p o r t , 

the r e s u l t would not have been i n c r e a s e d e l e c t o r a l s u c c e s s 

but o n l y the w a t e r i n g down o f s o c i a l i s t i d e a l s . I n the 

l o n g run t h i s would have meant a d i f f e r e n t k i n d of s o c i a l 

i sm i n B. C. s i n c e , as has been argued, the work o f the 

SPC was f e l t I n the p o l i t i c s o f the p r o v i n c e l o n g a f t e r the 

p a r t y ceased t o e x i s t . Compromise would p r o b a b l y have 

changed the SPC's e a r l y c i r c u m s t a n c e s v e r y l i t t l e and r e n 

dered u l t i m a t e l y l e s s e f f e c t i v e the s o c i a l i s t i n p u t t o the 

p o l i t i c a l c u l t u r e of the p r o v i n c e . 

But the SPC c o u l d not escape compromise c o m p l e t e l y . 

The mere f a c t o f g e t t i n g e l e c t e d meant t h a t SPC l e g i s l a t o r s 

had t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n the g i v e and t a k e o f p a r l i a m e n t a r y 
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p o l i t i c s . The p a r t y r a n c a n d i d a t e s , not w i t h the e x p e c t a 

t i o n o f g e t t i n g them e l e c t e d , but f o r e d u c a t i o n a l p u r p o s e s . 

Then, when some of the c a n d i d a t e s o b t a i n e d s e a t s , the SPC 

behaved i n , an i r r a t i o n a l way. I n the C l a r i o n they gave 

prominence t o the l e g i s l a t i v e accomplishments o f t h e i r 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , though these were i n complete c o n t r a 

d i c t i o n t o the p a r t y p l a t f o r m o f no immediate demands. 

P i e c e m e a l r e p a i r o f the p r e s e n t system would o n l y d e l a y 

the day o f the u l t i m a t e r e v o l u t i o n , s a i d the SPC. But 

SPC M.L.A.'s c o u l d not go i n t o the l e g i s l a t u r e and vote 

a g a i n s t every i t e m o f b u s i n e s s which was put b e f o r e them 

s i n c e they a l s o had t o l o o k f o r w a r d t o r e - e l e c t i o n 
19 

p r o s p e c t s . Were they t o f o l l o w the SPC p l a t f o r m e x p l i c 

i t l y , t he o n l y p i e c e o f l e g i s l a t i o n f o r which they c o u l d 

vote would be one p u t t i n g c o n t r o l of a l l the means o f 

p r o d u c t i o n i n t o the hands o f the p e o p l e , and t h i s t ype o f 

l e g i s l a t i o n , o f c o u r s e , would never appear. The SPC 

p l a t f o r m i t s e l f was c o n t r a d i c t o r y : W h i l e c a l l i n g f o r 

n o t h i n g but the ownership and d e m o c r a t i c o p e r a t i o n of the 

means o f p r o d u c t i o n by the peopl e o f the p r o v i n c e , and 

r a i l i n g a g a i n s t immediate r e f o r m s , i t a l s o p l e d g e d t h a t 

The o n l y s i t u a t i o n i n wh i c h they c o u l d s a f e l y 
have v o t e d a g a i n s t a l l l e g i s l a t i o n was one i n which they 
knew t h a t the e l e c t o r a t e s u p p o r t e d the SPC's l o n g - t e r m 
g o a l s . T h i s was not the s i t u a t i o n i n B. C. d u r i n g the 
p e r i o d of the SPC's e x i s t e n c e . 
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SPC candidates, i f e l e c t e d , would support only l e g i s l a t i o n 
which was b e n e f i c i a l to the workingman. In l a t e r years 
t h i s pledge was removed from the platform. T e c h n i c a l l y 
t h e r e a f t e r , the very f i r s t time an SPC l e g i s l a t o r voted to 
support a piece of l e g i s l a t i o n , he should have been put out 
of the party f o r contravening the c o n s t i t u t i o n and platform. 
But the e n t i r e t h r u s t of the SPC as a p o l i t i c a l party was 
i l l o g i c a l . A c t u a l l y the party should never have run candi
dates; e l e c t e d r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s had no a l t e r n a t i v e but to 
compromise the party's s t a t e d p o s i t i o n of no p a l l i a t i v e s . 

But the SPC faced other conundrums too. Although 
e a r l y i n i t s existence the party had made v a l i a n t bids to 
"go n a t i o n a l , " throughout most of i t s h i s t o r y i t s e f f o r t s 
were l i m i t e d to an attempt at " s o c i a l i s m i n one province." 

20 
I t has often been argued that the road to s o c i a l i s m i n 
a f e d e r a l system l i k e Canada's i s through the provinces, 
where I t i s not necessary to devise a program which w i l l 
appeal to the divergent i n t e r e s t s of a l l the various regions 
i n the country. The argument continues t h a t , once s o c i a l i s t s 

For example, P i e r r e E. Trudeau, " P r a c t i s e and 
Theory of Federalism," Michael O l i v e r , ed., S o c i a l Purpose  
f o r Canada (Toronto, Toronto U n i v e r s i t y Press, 1 9 6 1 ) , 
PP. 3 7 1 - 3 9 3 . 



3 8 9 

g a i n c o n t r o l i n a number o f p r o v i n c e s , i t w i l l be e a s i e r 

f o r them t o a p p e a l on a n a t i o n a l b a s i s . There i s much to 

be s a i d f o r t h i s l i n e o f r e a s o n i n g i f the k i n d o f s o c i a l i s m 

i n q u e s t i o n i s the s o c i a l democracy.of the NDP, but f o r a 

M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s t p a r t y b e n t , on r e v o l u t i o n a r y change d u r i n g 

the e a r l y p a r t o f the c e n t u r y t h i s t a c t i c c o u l d not succeed. 

Had the SPC a c t u a l l y g a i n e d power i n B. C. and proceeded t o 

"take c o n t r o l o f the means o f p r o d u c t i o n f o r the p e o p l e , " 

the f e d e r a l government c o u l d i m m e d i a t e l y have put a s t o p t o 

i t t h r o u g h i t s power o f d i s a l l o w a n c e . I t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t , 

t h r ough l a c k o f use, Ottawa no l o n g e r has the power t o 

d i s a l l o w p r o v i n c i a l l e g i s l a t i o n , but d u r i n g the f i r s t decade 

o f t h i s c e n t u r y Ottawa a n n u a l l y d i s a l l o w e d B. C.'s l e g i s 

l a t i v e a t t e m p t s t o l i m i t Chinese i m m i g r a t i o n . It.may be 

argued t h a t i n r e c e n t t i m e s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r a c t i c e has 

e v o l v e d t o such an e x t e n t t h a t the p r o v i n c e s can n e g o t i a t e 
2 1 

w i t h Ottawa as autonomous p o l i t i c a l communities, but 

d u r i n g the p e r i o d when the SPC was a c t i v e a r e c a l c i t r a n t 

f e d e r a l government w i t h u n l i m i t e d t a x a t i o n powers c o u l d 

have'made i t almost i m p o s s i b l e f o r a p r o v i n c i a l M a r x i s t 

R i c h a r d Simeon, F e d e r a l - P r o v i n c i a l Diplomacy: 
The Making of R e c e n t . P o l i c y i n Canada ( T o r o n t o : - U n i v e r s i t y 
o f Toronto P r e s s , 1 9 7 2 ) , t a k e s t h i s view. 
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government t o f i n d s u f f i c i e n t economic r e s o u r c e s t o c a r r y 

out i t s p l a t f o r m . Had the SPC t a k e n power and s t o o d by 

i t s d e c l a r e d i n t e n t i o n t o remain w i t h i n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

l i m i t s , i t would not have been a b l e t o i n i t i a t e i t s p l a t 

form. I t would have had e i t h e r t o become " r e v i s i o n i s t " 

o r t o g i v e up the n o t i o n o f " s o c i a l i s m i n one p r o v i n c e " 

and work i n s t e a d f o r Canada-wide s o c i a l i s m . D u r i n g the 

1905-1910 p e r i o d p a r t i c u l a r l y , when the SPC was p r e d i c t i n g 
22 

e l e c t o r a l s u c c e s s , i t might be e x p e c t e d t h a t t h i s p roblem 

would have been r e c o g n i z e d and perhaps a new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f Marx proposed t o f i t the p a r t i c u l a r s i t u a t i o n i n which 

B. C. M a r x i s t s found t h e m s e l v e s . But one o f the prime 

weaknesses o f the SPC l e a d e r s h i p was t h e i r f a i l u r e t o 

develop any i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f Marxism which would ap p l y 

t o the unique s i t u a t i o n s o f B r i t i s h Columbia and of Canada 

as a whole. -

The p a r t y d i d address i t s e l f t o c u r r e n t a f f a i r s , 

but always i n the manner of a polemical and not i n such a 

way as to l e a d t o the development o f n a t i v e M a r x i s t e l a b o r 

a t i o n s . F o r example, B r i t i s h Columbia's " A s i a t i c problem" 

I t c o u l d be t h a t the l e a d e r s h i p never r e a l l y 
b e l i e v e d i n the immediate v i c t o r y t h a t they p r e d i c t e d , 
and t h e i r s t a t ements were o n l y d e s i g n e d t o encourage 
the membership. 
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was blamed on the c a p i t a l i s t s because 

So l o n g as t h e r e i s c o m p e t i t i o n t h e r e w i l l be 
cheap l a b o u r i n demand by the^ employers . and 
even i f we d i d e x c l u d e them [the Chinese] the 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s w i l l s i m p l y move t h e i r machines 
and f a c t o r i e s t o C h i n a , i n many c a s e s , and the n 
s h i p the "over p r o d u c t i o n " back t o us.... S o c i a l 
ism w i l l a b o l i s h p r i v a t e p r o f i t making and thus 
s o l v e t h i s a p p a r e n t l y v e x i n g problem o f cheap 
O r i e n t a l l a b o u r b e i n g dumped at our doors.23 

A f t e r the a n t i - O r i e n t a l r i o t s i n Vancouver i n 1907 the 

SPC c l a i m e d t h a t the " p o l i t i c a l t o o l s " o f t h e c a p i t a l i s t s 

were r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i n f l a m i n g w o r k i n g c l a s s minds " w i t h 

the i d e a t h a t the Japa n e s e , Hindu or Chinese workingman 

coming t o Canada, comes as an enemy t o the w h i t e worker," 

and thus the w o r k i n g man was b e i n g kept from the r e a l i 

z a t i o n t h a t i t was the c a p i t a l i s t s who brought i n cheap 
24 

l a b o u r t o h o l d down wages. T h i s may o r may not be t r u e , 

but the f a c t i s t h a t the SPC d i d not c o n s i d e r a d a p t i n g 

Marx's a n a l y s i s t o a p r o v i n c e where a l a r g e p e r c e n t a g e o f 

the p o p u l a t i o n growth was coming from i m m i g r a t i o n . I n 

g e n e r a l the immigrant i s e n t h u s i a s t i c about s t a r t i n g a 

new l i f e , and though he may e x p e r i e n c e many a n x i e t i e s about 

h i s new v e n t u r e , d i s c o n t e n t a r i s i n g from a f e e l i n g o f c l a s s 

c o n s c i o u s n e s s due t o h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t o the means o f 

2 3-Western S o c i a l i s t , Nov. 15, 1902. 

24 C l a r i o n , Sept. 14, 1907. 
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p r o d u c t i o n i s g e n e r a l l y not one o f h i s i n i t i a l c o n c e r n s . 

The p a r t y demonstrated a s i m i l a r l a c k o f i m a g i n -
25 

a t i o n w i t h r e g a r d t o World War I and c o n s c r i p t i o n . 

O f f e r i n g no a n a l y s i s o f the e f f e c t o f the war on postwar 

s o c i e t y , the SPC l i m i t e d i t s o b s e r v a t i o n s t o s a y i n g t h a t 

the war was f u r t h e r e v i d e n c e o f the "death t h r o e s " o f 

c a p i t a l i s m . I t had been s t a r t e d by c a p i t a l i s t s i n a 

s t r u g g l e f o r m a r k e t s , and s i n c e i t was o f no concern t o 

the w o r k i n g man, he s h o u l d r e s i s t c o n s c r i p t i o n . ( L i k e 

L e n i n , the SPC argued t h a t i m p e r i a l i s m was an i n t e g r a l 

p a r t o f c a p i t a l i s m and wars would c o n t i n u e so l o n g as the 

c a p i t a l i s t system was dominant.) 

The f a i l u r e o f the SPC t o develop M a r x i s t t h e o r y 

s u i t a b l e t o B. C. c i r c u m s t a n c e s o r t o r e c o g n i z e the c o r r e c t 

t i m i n g f o r the r e v o l u t i o n caused the p a r t y t o l o s e c r e d i 

b i l i t y . D u r i n g every p e r i o d o f u n r e s t such as the a n t i -

O r i e n t a l r i o t s , the Nanaimo C o a l S t r i k e , c o n s c r i p t i o n , the 

B o l s h e v i k R e v o l u t i o n and the Winnipeg G e n e r a l S t r i k e , the 

p a r t y would i s s u e b o l d d e c l a r a t i o n s t h a t the r e v o l u t i o n 

was on the verge o f t a k i n g p l a c e . A f t e r a number o f such 

p r e d i c t i o n s had f a i l e d t o m a t e r i a l i z e , the SPC and Marxism 

See C hapter V I I I . 
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i t s e l f f e l l i n t o d i s r e p u t e . 

I t i s p o s s i b l e t o s p e c u l a t e on the p r o b a b l e f a t e 

o f the SPC as an o r g a n i z a t i o n had i t abandoned i t s "no 

compromise" p o s i t i o n . E a r l i e r i n t h i s c h a p t e r i t was 

argued t h a t t h i s p o s i t i o n was good from a M a r x i s t p o i n t 

o f v i e w , s i n c e i t kept Marxism as an i d e a l a l i v e i n B. C. 

But the s t a n c e was "hemlock" f o r the SPC i t s e l f . The 

p a r t y was u n u s u a l among s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h a t i t 

s t o o d by i t s p r i n c i p l e s t o the d e t r i m e n t of i t s own s u r 

v i v a l . Among most o r g a n i z e d groups the p r e s e r v a t i o n o f 

the o r g a n i z a t i o n t a k e s precedence over i t s f o r m a l g o a l , 

thee s u r v i v a l i n s t i n c t d i c t a t i n g t h a t " i t i s b e t t e r t o 
2 6 

l i v e t o f i g h t a g a i n . " When the L i b e r a l P a r t y was r e 

j e c t e d i n the p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n o f 1 9 1 2 , a vacuum was 

c r e a t e d i n t o w h i c h the SPC c o u l d have moved had s u r v i v a l 

t a k e n precedence o v e r t h e p a r t y ' s u l t i m a t e g o a l . I n o t h e r 

c r i s e s t o o - c o n s c r i p t i o n and World War I , f o r e x a m p l e — t h e 

SPC might have t a k e n compromise a c t i o n d i r e c t e d at p r o l o n g -

Roberto M i c h e l s , P o l i t i c a l P a r t i e s , ( G l e n c o e , 
I l l i n o i s , F r e e P r e s s , 19^9 0-915}) was one o f the f i r s t 
t o observe t h i s phenomenon among l e f t - w i n g p a r t i e s , but 
i t has a l s o been n o t e d among groups o f the R i g h t as w e l l . 
I n A l b e r t a and B. C. the S o c i a l C r e d i t p a r t i e s q u i c k l y 
abandoned t h e i r Douglas monetary t h e o r i e s when they found 
i t p o l i t i c a l l y e x p e d i e n t t o do so. 
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i n g i t s l i f e . I f the p r e s e r v a t i o n o f the o r g a n i z a t i o n had 

become an end i n i t s e l f , however, the g o a l of a M a r x i s t 

r e v o l u t i o n would have been impeded. But the r o a d o f "no 

compromise" d i d not a l l o w f o r a t t a i n m e n t o f t h i s g o a l 

e i t h e r . T h i s i s the f a t e o f those c a r r i e r s o f i d e a s who 

are out o f tune w i t h t h e i r t i m e , whether ahead o f t h e i r 

t i me o r p a s t i t . E i t h e r they must modify t h e i r s t a n c e o r 

s u f f e r p u b l i c s c o r n or i n d i f f e r e n c e . H i s t o r y has shown 

t h a t i d e a s t a k e h o l d o n l y when the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 

m i l i e u i s " r i p e " f o r them. S i n c e t h i s was not the case 

i n B r i t i s h C o lumbia, the SPC was a p o l i t i c a l f a i l u r e . As 

an e d u c a t i o n a l f o r c e , however, the i n f l u e n c e o f the 

M a r x i s t s extended w e l l beyond the p e r i o d of t h e i r a c t i v i t y . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , an unbroken r e d t h r e a d runs t h r o u g h the 

h i s t o r y o f the B. C. L e f t , from the R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t 

P a r t y o f Canada, beyond the SPC t h r o u g h the PLP and ILP-SPC, 

and i n t o the CCF. 
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Appendix 1 

Platform and Constitution 
Of The 

S o c i a l i s t Labor Party 
Of The 

Dominion of Canada 

Amended Sept. 2, 1901 

(Source: Angus M^Innis C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.C.) 

PLATFORM 

The S o c i a l i s t Labor Party of Canada re-asserts 
the inalienable r i g h t of a l l men to l i f e , l i b e r t y and the 
pursuit of happiness. 

We hold that the purpose of Government i s to 
secure every c i t i z e n i n the enjoyment of t h i s r i g h t ; but 
i n the l i g h t of our s o c i a l conditions we hold, further
more, that no such r i g h t can be exercised under a system 
of economic inequality, e s s e n t i a l l y destructive of l i f e , 
of l i b e r t y , and of happiness. 

We hold that the true theory of p o l i t i c s i s 
that the machinery of Government must be owned and 
controlled by the whole people; but i n the l i g h t of our 
i n d u s t r i a l development we hold, furthermore, that the 
true theory of economics i s that the machinery of 
production must likewise belong to the people i n common. 

To the obvious fact that a despotic system of 
economics i s the d i r e c t opposite of our democratic system 
of p o l i t i c s can p l a i n l y be traced the existence of a 
p r i v i l e g e d class, the corruption of Government by that 
cl a s s , the a l i e n a t i o n of public property, public 
franchises and public functions to that c l a s s , and the 
abject dependence of even the mightiest nations upon that 
c l a s s . 

Again, through the perversion of democracy to 
the ends of plutocracy, labor i s robbed of the wealth 
which i t alone produces, i s denied the means of 
self-employment, and, by frequent compulsory idleness i n 
a system of wage slavery, i s even deprived of the 
necessaries of l i f e . 

Human power and natural forces are thus waisted, 
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t h a t the p l u t o c r a c y may r u l e . 

Ignorance and misery, w i t h a l l t h e i r concomitant 
e v i l s , are perpetuated t h a t the people may be kept i n 
bondage. 

Science and i n v e n t i o n are d i v e r t e d from t h e i r 
humane purpose to the enslavement of women and c h i l d r e n . 

A p r o f e s s e d l y democratic f r a n c h i s e i n Canada i s 
made a mockery and a f a r c e by a l i c e n s e system of cash 
d e p o s i t s , property q u a l i f i c a t i o n s and other impediments 
to the f r e e e x e r c i s e of the b a l l o t , and t o the f r e e 
nomination and e l e c t i o n t o p u b l i c o f f i c e i n the Dominion 
of wage-working c i t i z e n s . 

Against such a system £ft the S o c i a l i s t Labor 
Party enters i t s p r o t e s t , and r e i t e r a t e s i t s fundamental 
d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t p r i v a t e property i n the n a t u r a l sources 
of production and i n the instruments of la b o r i s the 
obvious cause of a l l economic s e r v i t u d e .and p o l i t i c a l 
dependence. 

The time i s f a s t coming when, i n the n a t u r a l 
course of s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n , t h i s system, through the 
d e s t r u c t i v e a c t i o n i t s f a i l u r e s and c r i s i s on the one 
hand, and the c o n s t r u c t i v e tendencies of i t s t r u s t s and 
other c a p i t a l i s t i c combinations on the other hand, s h a l l 
have worked out i t s own d o w n f a l l . 

We, t h e r e f o r e , c a l l upon the wage workers of 
Canada, and upon a l l other honest c i t i z e n s , to "'organize 
under the banner of the S o c i a l i s t Labor Party i n t o a 
c l a s s c o n s c i o u s body, aware of i t s r i g h t s and determined 
to conquer them by t a k i n g possession of the p u b l i c powers; 
so t h a t , held together by an indomitable s p i r i t of 
s o l i d a r i t y under the most t r y i n g c o n d i t i o n s of the present 
c l a s s s t r u g g l e , we may put a summary end to t h a t barbarous 
s t r u g g l e by the a b o l i t i o n of c l a s s e s , the r e s t o r a t i o n of 
the land and to a l l the means of p r o d u c t i o n , 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n to the people as a 
c o l l e c t i v e body, and the s u b s t i t u t i o n of the Co-operative 
Commonwealth f o r the present s t a t e of p l a n l e s s production, 
i n d u s t r i a l war and s o c i a l d i s o r d e r ; a commonwealth i n 
which every worker s h a l l have the f r e e e x e r c i s e and f u l l 
b e n e f i t of h i s f a c u l t i e s , m u l t i p l i e d by a l l the modern 
f a c t o r s of c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

RESOLUTIONS 
While the above i s the p l a t f o r m of the S.L.P. 
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of C. f o r p a r l i a m e n t a r y e l e c t i o n s ( P r o v i n c i a l and 
Dominion), i t i s i n o r d e r f o r s e c t i o n s of the p a r t y t o 
append to the p l a t f o r m f o r the purpose of M u n i c i p a l and 
L o c a l campaigns r e s o l u t i o n s to embody demands f o r 
immediate r e l i e f from p r e s e n t c o n d i t i o n s , i t being 
d i s t i n c t l y understood t h a t nothing can be appended to the 
p l a t f o r m t h a t i n any way c o n f l i c t s w i t h i t s r e v o l u t i o n a r y 
p r i n c i p l e s . 

CONSTITUTION 

I. MANAGEMENT 

The a f f a i r s of the P a r t y are conducted by the 
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee, the N a t i o n a l Board o f 
Appeals, the L o c a l S e c t i o n s , the N a t i o n a l Conventions and 
by the g e n e r a l vote. At a l l e l e c t i o n s a p l u r a l i t y vote 
i s s u f f i c i e n t t o e l e c t ; but an a b s o l u t e m a j o r i t y i s 
r e q u i r e d to e l e c t the s e a t of the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e 
Committee. 

I I . SECTIONS 

1. Seven persons may form a S e c t i o n , p r o v i d e d 
they acknowledge the P l a t f o r m and C o n s t i t u t i o n of the 
S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y , and do not h o l d o f f i c e i n a pure 
and simple t r a d e union.* 

(a) Membership of S e c t i o n s must be made up of 
not l e s s than t w o - t h i r d s wage-workers. 

(b) They s h a l l r e p o r t t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n as a 
S e c t i o n , g i v i n g a l i s t of members and 
r e m i t t i n g $1.00 f o r c h a r t e r , w i t h the dues 
f o r the c u r r e n t month, to the N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

*The h i s t o r y of the d e f e c t i v e o r g a n i z a t i o n of 
the working c l a s s under the c o n s t i t u t i o n of pure and 
simple Unionism proves t h a t the o f f i c e r s of such unions 
n a t u r a l l y tend to become c o r r u p t t o o l s of C a p i t a l i s t 
p o l i t i c i a n s , abusing t h e i r o f f i c i a l p o s i t i o n i n the union 
to d i v i d e the rank and f i l e on e l e c t i o n day, and l e a d i n g 
them i n t o one or other o f the p o l i t i c a l shambles of 
C a p i t a l i s m , hence the above c l a u s e t o p r o t e c t the S.L.P., 
the o n l y c l a s s conscious p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n of the 
working c l a s s i n Canada. 

For a t t i t u d e on C r a f t O r g a n i z a t i o n , see 
r e s o l u t i o n s a t end of t h i s C o n s t i t u t i o n , page 14. 
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(c) No a p p l i c a n t s h a l l be a d m i t t e d t o member

s h i p w i t h o u t t h e p r e s i d i n g o f f i c e r s h a l l 
e x p l a i n the s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e c l a s s 
s t r u g g l e t o him and h i s p l e d g i n g h i m s e l f i n 
w r i t i n g t o i t s r e c o g n i t i o n and s u p p o r t . A 
copy o f t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n and p l a t f o r m s h a l l 
be handed t o e v e r y new member. 

(d) I n s u b s c r i b i n g t o t h e p l a t f o r m and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n , t h e members t a k e upon 
them s e l v e s t h e o b l i g a t i o n t o a s s i s t each 
o t h e r t o t h e e x t e n t o f t h e i r a b i l i t y i n ̂WVj'-i 
case o f need. 

(e) A member i n good s t a n d i n g o f one S e c t i o n 
s h a l l have t h e r i g h t t o a t t e n d and speak a t 
any meeting o f a n o t h e r S e c t i o n , but s h a l l 
n o t be a l l o w e d t o v o t e . 

(f) Each S e c t i o n s h a l l send e v e r y s i x months a 
r e p o r t o f i t s n u m e r i c a l and f i n a n c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n , i t s p r o g r e s s and p r o s p e c t s , w i t h 
t h e names and a d d r e s s e s o f members i n good 
s t a n d i n g and o t h e r w i s e t o the N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

2. The S e c t i o n s h a l l be t h e u n i t o f 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

3. I t s h a l l be the .duty o f S e c t i o n s t o p r o v i d e 
r u l e s g o v e r n i n g t h e i r a c t i o n , p r o v i d i n g such do not 
c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e r u l e s o f t h e N a t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

4. A t e v e r y m e e t i n g a chairman s h a l l be 
e l e c t e d , who s h a l l o b s e r v e t h e u s u a l p a r l i a m e n t a r y r u l e s . 

5. E v e r y S e c t i o n s h a l l e l e c t from i t s members 
an O r g a n i z e r , F i n a n c i a l S e c r e t a r y , C o r r e s p o n d i n g 
S e c r e t a r y , T r e a s u r e r and L i t e r a t u r e Agent, and such 
a d d i t i o n a l o f f i c e r s as i t deems p r o p e r . The O r g a n i z e r 
s h a l l c o nduct t h e co r r e s p o n d e n c e w i t h t h e N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee, and s h a l l send an o f f i c i a l r e p o r t 
once e v e r y s i x months t o s a i d Committee; he s h a l l send 5 
c e n t s o f t h e monthly dues o f each member t o t h e N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee; he s h a l l conduct t h e l o c a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n and a g i t a t i o n . 

6. Shou l d a p r o t e s t be e n t e r e d a g a i n s t t h e 
a d m i s s i o n t o a S e c t i o n o f any a p p l i c a n t f o r membership, a 
t w o - t h i r d s v o t e o f a l l p r e s e n t a t a r e g u l a r b u s i n e s s 
m e e t i n g s h a l l be n e c e s s a r y t o admit him. 

7. S e c t i o n s s h a l l have j u r i s d i c t i o n o v e r t h e i r 
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own members. 

8. Every Local and P r o v i n c i a l Executive s h a l l 
e l e c t a Grievance Committee of three members, which s h a l l 
investigate immediately a l l charges and d i f f i c u l t i e s i n 
the Section, and report i t s findings. 

9. A l l charges must be made i n writing, 
whereupon the committee s h a l l investigate the case and 
hear the witnesses of both p a r t i e s . The same s h a l l not 
be debated u n t i l the Grievance Committee has thoroughly 
investigated the case and reported to the Section. A 
detailed report of the investigation and findings s h a l l 
be drawn and l a i d before the next business meeting of the 
Section. The Section s h a l l then decide the matter, and 
i t s decision be entered on the minutes. The minutes and 
a l l papers concerning the investigation s h a l l be delivered 
to the Secretary of the Section for safe keeping. The 
Secretary s h a l l inform the accused i n writing of such 
decision. 

A l l members against whom charges are made 
s h a l l r e t a i n t h e i r f u l l c o n s t i t u t i o n a l r i g h t s pending 
investigation and decision of the Section. 

A l l decisions of the Section may be appealed 
from to the National Board of Appeals. 

10. After action taken i n accord with Clauses 
8 and 9, a majority of two-thirds of the members present 
at any business meeting s h a l l be s u f f i c i e n t to expel any 
member; a simple majority s h a l l be s u f f i c i e n t to suspend. 
Names of expelled members to be published i n the o f f i c i a l 
organ of the party. 

11. No expelled or suspended member s h a l l be 
accorded the p r i v i l e g e s of a member of the Party by any 
Section or National Committee unless the bar of expulsion 
or suspension has been removed by the Section expelling 
or suspending such member, or by the National Board of 
Appeals. 

12. Each Section s h a l l hold a regular business 
meeting at l e a s t once a month. 

13. In any Section which i s divided into two or 
more branches, a l l dealings with the Party's National 
Executive s h a l l be c a r r i e d on by the Section Organizer. 

14. Members who have withheld payment of t h e i r 
dues for more than three months s h a l l be suspended from 
a l l r ights u n t i l they have f u l f i l l e d t h e i r obligations. 
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15. A s i c k or unemployed member w i l l be excused 
from payment of dues and h i s card marked by the F i n a n c i a l 
S e c r e t a r y and r e p o r t e d to the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e 
Committee. 

16. The r e s u l t of every e l e c t i o n w i t h i n the 
S e c t i o n must be communicated at once to the N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

17. In case of d i s s o l u t i o n of any S e c t i o n a l l 
p r o p e r t y o f the same must be d e l i v e r e d t o the N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

18. No S e c t i o n s h a l l e n t e r i n t o any compromise 
w i t h any other p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 

IV. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

1. The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee s h a l l be 
composed of seven members, to be e l e c t e d by a g e n e r a l 
vote o f the S e c t i o n of the p l a c e s e l e c t e d as the seat o f 
the same. The Committee s h a l l e l e c t from i t s members a 
Recording S e c r e t a r y and a T r e a s u r e r . 

The s a i d S e c t i o n s h a l l e l e c t the N a t i o n a l 
S e c r e t a r y , who s h a l l a l s o a c t as S e c r e t a r y f o r 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A f f a i r s . He s h a l l be a member of the 
E x e c u t i v e Committee, but wit h an a d v i s o r y v o i c e o n l y . The 
names of the members of the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee, 
together w i t h the name of the N a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r y , s h a l l be 
submitted to g e n e r a l p a r t y vote f o r c o n f i r m a t i o n . 

I t i s the r i g h t and duty of the s a i d S e c t i o n 
to suspend any member of the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee, 
i n c l u d i n g the N a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r y , who may be g u i l t y of any 
n e g l e c t of duty; t o e l e c t a temporary s u c c e s s o r i n p l a c e 
of such suspended member, and to submit immediately such 
a c t i o n w i t h the reasons, . t h e r e f o r e , - t o a g e n e r a l vote of 
the P a r t y . 

The,"said, S e c t i o n s h a l i ^ a l s q ;elect an., ^ ^ - v 
A u d i t i n g Committee,' which s h a l l " have power at- any/time to 
i n s p e c t "land a u d i t 7 the '..books'̂  and. the,'fund's on hand. 

2. The members of the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e 
Committee s h a l l be e l e c t e d f o r the term of one year, but 
may be r e - e l e c t e d a t the e x p i r a t i o n t h e r e o f . 

3. The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee has f o r i t s 
duty: 
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(a) To c a r r y o u t t h e r e s o l u t i o n s o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
C o n v e n t i o n and t h o s e adopted by g e n e r a l 
v o t e . 

(b) To s u p e r v i s e t h e a g i t a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

(c) To e s t a b l i s h p r o p e r r e l a t i o n s and 
communications w i t h the S o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s 
o f o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

(d) To make a l l n e c e s s a r y p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r t h e 
N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n , and make a f u l l r e p o r t 
t o such c o n v e n t i o n on a l l p a r t y m a t t e r s . 

(e) To i s s u e t o t h e S e c t i o n s s e m i - a n n u a l l y and 
i n a s u f f i c i e n t number o f c o p i e s a r e p o r t 
o f t h e P a r t y ' s f i n a n c e s . 

4. I t i s a l s o t h e d u t y o f t h e N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee: 

(a) To r e c e i v e and submit t o a g e n e r a l v o t e 
p r o p o s i t i o n s s e n t by any S e c t i o n i f endorsed 
by a t l e a s t one o t h e r S e c t i o n . I f i n t h e 
o p i n i o n o f t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee 
a p r o p o s i t i o n i s n o t i n t h e i n t e r e s t o f the 
P a r t y , i t s h a l l n o t be s u b m i t t e d t o g e n e r a l 
v o t e , u n l e s s 20 p e r c e n t o f a l l the S e c t i o n s 
i n good s t a n d i n g s h a l l be s u b s e q u e n t l y 
r e - e n d o r s e i t ; then t h e p r o p o s i t i o n s h a l l 
be s u b m i t t e d t o a g e n e r a l v o t e . 

(b) To be r e p r e s e n t e d i n the N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n 
by t h e N a t i o n a l S e c r e t a r y , who s h a l l have no 
v o t e , b u t m e r e l y an a d v i s o r y v o i c e i n t h e 
p r o c e e d i n g s , and s h a l l bear no o t h e r 
c r e d e n t i a l s . 

(c) The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee may make 
i t s own o r d e r o f b u s i n e s s . 

(d) That t h e N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n o r g e n e r a l 
v o t e s h a l l f i x t h e compensation ( i f any) t o 
be p a i d a t any time t o the e x e c u t i v e 
o f f i c e r s o f the P a r t y . 

5. A n n u a l l y and i n due time t h e N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee s h a l l c a l l upon t h e S e c t i o n s t o make 
n o m i n a t i o n s f o r n o t more th a n t h r e e d e l e g a t e s t o r e p r e s e n t 
the P a r t y i n t h e a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e S o c i a l i s t Trade 
and Labor A l l i a n c e . The nominees s h a l l be chosen by a 
g e n e r a l o r -referendum v o t e , and t h e ones r e c e i v i n g the 
h i g h e s t v o t e s h a l l be d e c l a r e d e l e c t e d . 
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6. The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee s h a l l i s s u e 
a p p l i c a t i o n c a r d s t o t h e S e c t i o n s b e a r i n g a p l a i n 
e x p o s i t i o n o f the p r i n c i p l e s o f t h e S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y , 
and a l s o o f t h e d u t i e s r e q u i r e d from t h e a p p l i c a n t f o r 
membership. 

V. NATIONAL BOARD OF APPEALS 

1. The N a t i o n a l Board o f A p p e a l s s h a l l be 
composed o f seven members, t o be e l e c t e d by a g e n e r a l v o t e 
o f t h e membership o f t h e c i t y s e l e c t e d by the N a t i o n a l 
C o n v e n t i o n as t h e s e a t o f such Board. No member o f t h e 
Board s h a l l be e l i g i b l e t o any o f f i c e i n t h e p a r t y d u r i n g 
h i s o r her term o f o f f i c e ; nor s h a l l t h e s e a t o f t h e Board 
be the same as t h a t o f t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

2. The d u t i e s o f t h e Board s h a l l be: 
(a) To s e t t l e , upon a p p e a l , a l l d i f f i c u l t i e s i n 

t h e P a r t y w i t h i n f o u r weeks a f t e r r e c e i v i n g 
the n e c e s s a r y e v i d e n c e , t h e d e c i s i o n s t o be 
a t once communicated t o t h e N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee; and t o d e c i d e a p p e a l s 
i n c a ses o f e x p u l s i o n and o f suspension.. 

(b) From a l l d e c i s i o n s o f t h e Board a p p e a l may 
be t a k e n t o t h e g e n e r a l v o t e , o r t o the 
N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n , p r o v i d e d a c o n v e n t i o n 
i s t o be h e l d w i t h i n s i x months. The 
S e c t i o n s must r e p o r t t h e r e s u l t o f t h e i r 
v o t e s t o t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee 
w i t h i n s i x weeks; w i t h i n two a d d i t i o n a l 
weeks t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee must 
p u b l i s h t h e r e s u l t i n the o f f i c i a l o r g an o f 
the P a r t y . 

(c) The S e c r e t a r y o f the Board o f A p p e a l s s h a l l 
r e n d e r t o t h e N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n a " f u l l 
r e p o r t o f t h e t r a n s a c t i o n s o f t h e Board 
d u r i n g i t s term o f o f f i c e . 

(d) The Board s h a l l d e c l a r e v a c a n t the s e a t o f 
any o f i t s members who s h a l l have been absent 
from t h r e e c o n s e c u t i v e meetings w i t h o u t 
s u f f i c i e n t e xcuse, and o r d e r t h e membership 
o f i t s l o c a l i t y t o f i l l t he vacancy. 

3. The S e c r e t a r y o f the Board may, o r upon t h e 
demand o f a m a j o r i t y o f t h e members t h e r e o f , s h a l l , c a l l a 
s e s s i o n . 

4. The members making a d e c i s i o n s h a l l s i g n t h e 
same b e f o r e t r a n s m i t t a l t o t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee. 
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5. D u p l i c a t e s of d e c i s i o n s and d i s s e n t i n g 
o p i n i o n s s h a l l be f i l e d w i t h the S e c r e t a r y of the Board 
b e f o r e t r a n s m i t t a l t o the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

6. No person connected w i t h a case s h a l l be 
q u a l i f i e d t o s i t on i t . I f the i s s u e i s one i n which the 
whole S e c t i o n i s i n t e r e s t e d , and such S e c t i o n happens t o 
be the one t h a t chooses the Board, then the N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee s h a l l a ppoint another S e c t i o n t o 
choose a Board of Appeals f o r t h a t case. 

VI. CONVENTIONS 

1. A N a t i o n a l Convention of the P a r t y s h a l l be 
h e l d every t h i r d year; but i f th r e e S e c t i o n s i n two 
d i f f e r e n t P r o v i n c e s so demand, a g e n e r a l vote s h a l l be 
taken as t o h o l d i n g a s p e c i a l convention. A g e n e r a l vote 
s h a l l decide as t o the p l a c e , but the date of a convention 
s h a l l be f i x e d by the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

2. A S e c t i o n of seven members s h a l l be e n t i t l e d 
to one d e l e g a t e , and to an a d d i t i o n a l d e l e g a t e f o r every 
t w e n t y - f i v e a d d i t i o n a l members or major p o r t i o n t h e r e o f . 

Each delegate s h a l l have o n l y one vote. 

3. The expenses of de l e g a t e s s h a l l be borne by 
the S e c t i o n s sending them. The expenses of the N a t i o n a l 
Convention s h a l l be p a i d by the P a r t y . 

4. The N a t i o n a l Convention s h a l l frame the 
N a t i o n a l P l a t f o r m , decide the form.of o r g a n i z a t i o n , s e l e c t 
the s e a t s of the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee and Board of 
Appeals. 

5. A l l a c t s of the Convention s h a l l be submitted 
to the S e c t i o n s f o r g e n e r a l vote. 

V I I . DUES 

1. The S e c t i o n s s h a l l l e v y upon each a p p l i c a n t 
f o r membership an i n i t i a t i o n fee of 25 cents , to be 
a p p l i e d to a s i x months' s u b s c r i p t i o n to the o f f i c i a l 
organ of the Part y ; a l s o upon each o f t h e i r members a 
monthly tax of f i v e c e n t s , to be p a i d monthly t o the 
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

2. The dues, s h a l l be r e c e i p t e d f o r by stamps 
to be f u r n i s h e d by the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee. 
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V I I I . THE PARTY PRESS 

Pending such time as the Canadian P a r t y s h a l l be 
i n a p o s i t i o n t o e s t a b l i s h a N a t i o n a l organ o f i t s own, 
o f f i c i a l organ of the S.L.P. of the U.S.A. s h a l l be 
r e c o g n i z e d and accepted as the o f f i c i a l j o u r n a l o f ' t h e 
S.L.P. of Canada. 

MISCELLANEOUS REGULATIONS 

T h i s C o n s t i t u t i o n may be amended by the 
N a t i o n a l Convention or by a g e n e r a l vote. W i t h i n f i v e 
weeks a f t e r the i s s u a n c e of a c a l l f o r a g e n e r a l vote 
r e l a t i v e t o changing the c o n s t i t u t i o n , amendments may be 
proposed by any S e c t i o n t o any p r o p o s i t i o n so l a i d b e f o r e 
the P a r t y , and such amendments s h a l l then a l s o be submitted 
to be voted on, together w i t h the o r i g i n a l p r o p o s i t i o n . 
The r e s u l t of the vote must be r e p o r t e d to the N a t i o n a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee w i t h i n ten weeks a f t e r the f i r s t c a l l 
was i s s u e d . 

The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee s h a l l f o r t h w i t h 
t r a n s m i t to the S e c t i o n s a t a b u l a t e d statement of the vote 
c a s t by each S e c t i o n . 

No S e c t i o n or s u b - d i v i s i o n s h a l l be d i s t i n g u i s h e d 
by race or n a t i o n a l i t y . 

A l l o f f i c e r s , boards or committees of the P a r t y 
s h a l l be s u b j e c t to removal by t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s . (See 
A r t . IV., Sec. I, as to the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e Committee.) 

CANDIDATES FOR PUBLIC OFFICE 

No person s h a l l be nominated as a candidate f o r 
any p u b l i c o f f i c e u n l e s s he has been a member of the P a r t y 
f o r a t l e a s t t h r e e months, and has i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f w i t h 
the P a r t y by a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n ' i t s work. 

No candidate of t h i s P a r t y f o r any p u b l i c o f f i c e 
s h a l l be p e r m i t t e d to accept any nomination or endorsement 
from any other p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 

Any member of the S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y a c c e p t i n g 
a nomination of the P a r t y s h a l l a t once p l a c e i n the hands 
of the S e c r e t a r y of the S e c t i o n of which he i s a member, 
h i s r e s i g n a t i o n , dated blank, of the o f f i c e f o r which he 
i s so nominated, and a u t h o r i z e the S e c t i o n to have i t 
f i l e d with"the proper a u t h o r i t i e s i n case of h i s e l e c t i o n 
and f a i l u r e to stand s q u a r e l y on the P a r t y ' s p l a t f o r m and 
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to advocate i t s p r i n c i p l e s . 

A l l former p r o v i s i o n s c o n f l i c t i n g w i t h t h i s 
c o n s t i t u t i o n are rescinded. 

RE CRAFT ORGANIZATION 
Whereas, the a b s u r d i t y and i n e f f i c i e n c y of the 

o l d s t y l e , pure and simple form of trade unionism has 
been demonstrated by. i t s d i v i s i o n s at the b a l l o t - b o x , and 
by the corrupt a s s o c i a t i o n s of i t s o f f i c i a l s w i t h 
c a p i t a l i s t p o l i t i c a l jobbery, we recommend to a l l workers 
to j o i n the o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e i r c r a f t ' i n the S o c i a l i s t 
Trade and Labor A l l i a n c e , a trade union movement which 
teaches the p o l i t i c a l s o l i d a r i t y of a l l wage workers at 
the b a l l o t box. 

(Source: Angus Mjclnnis C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.C.) 



/ 

416 
Appendix 2 

UNITED SOCIALIST LABOR PARTY- OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

( P r i n t e d i n the Independent, May 26, 1900) 

Workers, vote f o r the p r i n c i p l e s and r e s o l u t i o n s 
of the U n i t e d S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y a t the P r o v i n c i a l 
E l e c t i o n . Candidate W i l l McClain, p r e s i d e n t of the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a t i o n of M a c h i n i s t s i n t h i s c i t y . He 
i s a man of the people, by the people and f o r the people. 
MANIFESTO. 

In s u b m i t t i n g t h i s p l a t f o r m and demands to you... 
we p o i n t to the f a c t t h a t every nominee has ""signed h i s own 
r e s i g n a t i o n , blank date. T h i s enables the U n i t e d S o c i a l i s t 
Labor P a r t y to withdraw any of i t s candidates i f e l e c t e d 
as soon as they do not l i v e and a c t a c c o r d i n g to the 
t a c t i c s and p r i n c i p l e s of the USLP. 

The continuous war between the c a p i t a l and l a b o r 
i s f i e r c e r every year. We c a l l upon you to s i d e w i t h the 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s p r o l e t a r i a t of the 
world and t h i s c i t y and e l e c t them to o f f i c e , f o r they 
w i l l work i n your i n t e r e s t s . . . and a g a i n s t the i n t e r e s t of 
your oppressors, the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s . . . i t i s b e t t e r to 
vote f o r the t h i n g you. want and not g e t ' i t than t o vote 
f o r something you do not want and get i t . Vote f o r 
p r i n c i p l e s upheld by the r i g h t men. 

"The e t h i c s of s o c i a l i s m are i d e n t i c a l w i t h the 
e t h i c s of C h r i s t i a n i t y " — E n c y c l o p e d i a B r i t a n n i c a . 

" S o c i a l i s m - a:theory of s o c i e t y t h a t advocates 
a more p r e c i s e , o r d e r l y and harmonious arrangement of the 
s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s of mankind than t h a t which has h i t h e r t o 
p r evailed."--Webster. 

" S o c i a l i s m i s simply a p p l i e d C h r i s t i a n i t y , the 
Golden Rule a p p l i e d to. everyday l i f e . " — P r o f e s s o r E l y . 

" S o c i a l i s m - The answer of s o c i a l i s m to the 
c a p i t a l i s t i s t h a t s o c i e t y can do without him j u s t as 
s o c i e t y now does without the s l a v e owner and the f e u d a l 
l o r d , both which were f o r m e r l y regarded as necessary to 
the w e l l - b e i n g and even the very e x i s t e n c e of s o c i e t y . " — 
P r o f e s s o r W. C l a r k . 

" S o c i a l i s m being the product of s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n , 
the o n l y danger l i e s i n o b s t r u c t i n g i t . " - - R e v e r e n d F.M. 
Sprague. 
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WHAT SOCIALISTS WANT 

Every human being to be well housed, clothed, 
fed and educated; the adoption of a s o c i a l and i n d u s t r i a l 
system that w i l l put an end to p r o f i t , i n t e r e s t , rent and 
a l l forms of usury; land, water m a c h i n e r y — a l l the means 
of production and d i s t r i b u t i o n and a l l the available 
forces of nature to be owned by and operated f o r the 
benefit of the whole people; the gradual elimination and 
f i n a l l y the a b o l i t i o n of a l l usele-s and unproductive 
t o i l ; the work days to be as short as the needs of the 
people w i l l permit—-about four hours per day w i l l possibly 
do i t . 

WORKINGMEN 

You would l i k e steady work, but you vote 
yourselves out of a job. You would l i k e short hours but 
you vote for long hours to t o i l . You would l i k e to buy 
coal at $1.50 per ton but you vote to pay $6.50.... The 
United States census show that the average wealth produced 
by each worker i n our manufacturing establishments i s 
$2,504 per year. You vote to get only a small part of i t ! 
Vote to have i t a l l . 

PLATFORM 

The United S o c i a l i s t Labor Party of B.C. 
reasserts the inalienable r i g h t of a l l men to l i f e , l i b e r t y 
and the pursuit of happiness. 

We hold that'the purpose of the Government i s to 
secure every c i t i z e n i n the enjoyment of that r i g h t ; but 
in the l i g h t of our s o c i a l conditions, we hold, further
more, that no such r i g h t can be exercised under a system 
of economic inequality e s s e n t i a l l y destructive of l i f e , of 
l i b e r t y and of happiness. 

We hold that the true theory of p o l i t i c s i s that 
the machinery of Government must be owned and controlled 
by the whole people, but i n true theory of economics i s 
that the machinery of production must likewise belong to 
the people i n common. 

To the obvious fa c t that a despotic system of 
economics i s the d i r e c t opposite of our democratic system 
of p o l i t i c s , can p l a i n l y be traced the existence of a 
pr i v i l e g e d c l a s s , the corruption of Government by that 
class, the a l i e n a t i o n of public property, public franchises 
and public functions to that c l a s s , and the abject 
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dependence of even t h e m i g h t i e s t n a t i o n s to'-.that c l a s s . 

Again through the p e r v e r s i o n of democracy to the 
ends of p l u t o c r a c y , l a b o r i s robbed of the wealth which i t 
alone produces, i s denied the means of self-employment, 
and by f r e q u e n t compulsory i d l e n e s s i n a system of wage 
s l a v e r y , i s even d e p r i v e d , o f the n e c e s s i t i e s of l i f e . 

Human power and n a t u r a l f o r c e s are thus wasted, 
t h a t the p l u t o c r a c y may r u l e . 

Ignorance and misery, w i t h a l l t h e i r concomitant 
e v i l s are perpetuated t h a t the people might be kept i n 
bondage. Science and i n v e n t i o n are d i v e r t e d from t h e i r 
humane purpose to the enslavement o f women and c h i l d r e n 

A g a i n s t such a system, the United S o c i a l i s t 
Labor P a r t y e n t e r s i t s p r o t e s t , and r e i t e r a t e s i t s 
fundamental d e c l a r a t i o n t h a t p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y i n the 
n a t u r a l sources of p r o d u c t i o n and i n the instruments o f 
l a b o r i s the obvious cause of an economic s e r v i t u d e and 
p o l i t i c a l dependence. 

The time i s f a s t coming when, i n the n a t u r a l 
course of s o c i a l e v o l u t i o n , t h i s system, through the 
d e s t r u c t i v e a c t i o n of i t s f a i l u r e s and c r i s e s on the one 
hand, and the c o n s t r u c t i v e tendencies of i t s t r u s t s and 
o t h e r c a p i t a l i s t i c combinations on the o t h e r hand s h a l l 
have worked out i t s own d o w n f a l l . 

We, t h e r e f o r e , c a l l upon the wage honest .• rc 
c i t i z e n s , t o o r g a n i z e under the banner of the U n i t e d 
S o c i a l i s t Labor P a r t y into, a c l a s s - c o n s c i o u s body aware of 
i t s r i g h t s and determined to conquer them by t a k i n g 
p o s s e s s i o n of the p u b l i c powers, so t h a t , h e l d together by 
an i n d o m i t a b l e s p i r i t of s o l i d a r i t y under the most t r y i n g 
c o n d i t i o n s of the p r e s e n t . c l a s s s t r u g g l e we may put a 
summary end to t h a t barbarous s t r u g g l e by the a b o l i t i o n of 
c l a s s e s , the r e s t o r a t i o n of the land and o f - . a l l the means 
of p r o d u c t i o n , t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n to the 
people as a c o l l e c t i v e body, and the s u b s t i t u t i o n of the 
C o - o p e r a t i v e Commonwealth f o r the p r e s e n t s t a t e of p l a n l e s s 
p r o d u c t i o n , i n d u s t r i a l war and s o c i a l d i s o r d e r ; a 
commonwealth i n which every worker s h a l l have the f r e e 
e x e r c i s e and f u l l b e n e f i t of h i s f a c u l t i e s , m u l t i p l i e d by 
a l l the modern f a c t o r s of c i v i l i z a t i o n . 

RESOLUTIONS 

With a view to immediate improvement i n the 
c o n d i t i o n s of l a b o r we p r e s e n t the f o l l o w i n g demands: 



"419 

1. R e d u c t i o n o f the' hours o f l a b o r i n 
p r o p o r t i o n t o t h e p r o g r e s s o f p r o d u c t i o n . 

2. The Dominion t o o b t a i n p o s s e s s i o n - o f t h e 
mines, r a i l r o a d s , c a n a l s , t e l e g r a p h s , t e l e p h o n e s and a l l 
o t h e r means o f p u b l i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n and communication; 
the employees t o o p e r a t e t h e same c o - o p e r a t i v e l y under t h e 
c o n t r o l o f t h e F e d e r a l government and t o e l e c t t h e i r own 
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t and foremen, and t h a t no employee s h a l l be 
d i s c h a r g e d f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s . 

3. The P r o v i n c e s and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s t o o b t a i n 
p o s s e s s i o n o f l o c a l r a i l r o a d s , f e r r i e s , w a t e r works, gas 
works, e l e c t r i c p l a n t s and a l l i n d u s t r i e s r e q u i r i n g 
P r o v i n c i a l and m u n i c i p a l f r a n c h i s e , t h e employees t o 
o p e r a t e t h e same c o - o p e r a t i v e l y under c o n t r o l o f the 
P r o v i n c i a l and M u n i c i p a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s and t o e l e c t t h e i r 
own s u p e r i n t e n d e n t s and foremen, and t h a t no employee s h a l l 
be d i s c h a r g e d f o r p o l i t i c a l r e a s o n s . 

4. The p u b l i c l a n d s t o be d e c l a r e d i n a l i e n a b l e . 
R e v o c a t i o n o f a l l l a n d g r a n t s t o c o - o p e r a t i o n s o r 
i n d i v i d u a l s where t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f t h e g r a n t s have n o t 
been c o m p i l e d w i t h . 

5. The Dominion t o have t h e e x c l u s i v e r i g h t t o 
i s s u e money. 

6. F e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n p r o v i d i n g f o r t h e 
s c i e n t i f i c management o f f o r e s t s and waterways, and 
p r o h i b i t i n g t h e waste o f t h e n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s o f t h e 
c o u n t r y . 

7. I n v e n t i o n s t o be f r e e ' t o a l l ; t h e i n v e n t o r s 
t o be renumerated by the n a t i o n . 

8. P r o g r e s s i v e income t a x and t a x on 
i n h e r i t a n c e s ; t h e s m a l l e r incomes t o be exempt. 

9. S c h o o l e d u c a t i o n o f a l l c h i l d r e n under 
f o u r t e e n y e a r s o f age t o be compulsory, f r e e and a c c e s s i b l e 
t o a l l by p u b l i c a s s i s t a n c e i n me a l s , c l o t h i n g , books, 
e t c . , where n e c e s s a r y . 

10. R e p e a l o f a l l pauper, tramp, c o n s p i r a c y and 
sumptuary l a w s . Unabridged r i g h t o f c o m b i n a t i o n . 

11. P r o h i b i t i o n o f t h e employment o f c h i l d r e n 
under f o u r t e e n y e a r s o f age, p r o h i b i t i o n o f t h e employment 
o f women and young p e r s o n s i n o c c u p a t i o n s d e t r i m e n t a l t o 
h e a l t h o r m o r a l i t y . A b o l i t i o n o f t h e c o n v i c t l a b o r 
c o n t r a c t system. 
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12. Employment of the unemployed by the p u b l i c 
a u t h o r i t i e s (country, c i t y , p r o v i n c i a l and n a t i o n a l ) . 

13. A l l wages to be p a i d i n l a w f u l money of the 
Dominion of Canada. E q u a l i z a t i o n of women's wages wit h 
those of men where equal s e r v i c e s are performed. 

14. Laws f o r the p r o t e c t i o n of l i f e and limb i n 
a l l o c c upations and an e f f i c i e n t employers' l i a b i l i t y law. 

15. The people to have the r i g h t t o propose laws 
and to vote upon a l l measures of importance, a c c o r d i n g to 
the i n i t i a t i v e and referendum p r i n c i p l e . 

16. A b o l i t i o n of the veto power of the E x e c u t i v e 
( n a t i o n a l , p r o v i n c i a l and municipal) wherever i t e x i s t s . 

17. A b o l i t i o n of the Senate and a l l upper 
l e g i s l a t i v e chambers. 

18. M u n i c i p a l self-government, the a b o l i t i o n of 
the system of money d e p o s i t s and p r o p e r t y q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 
f o r c a n d idates f o r p a r l i a m e n t a r y and m u n i c i p a l -•_ L 
l e g i s l a t u r e s . 

19. D i r e c t vote and s e c r e t b a l l o t s i n a l l 
e l e c t i o n s . U n i v e r s a l and equal r i g h t of s u f f r a g e . 
E l e c t i o n days to be l e g a l h o l i d a y s . The p r i n c i p a l of 
p r o p o r t i o n a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n to be i n t r o d u c e d . 

20. A l l p u b l i c o f f i c e r s t o be s u b j e c t to r e c a l l 
by t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e c o n s t i t u e n c i e s . 

21. Uniform c i v i l and c r i m i n a l law throughout 
the Dominion. A d m i n i s t r a t i o n of j u s t i c e t o be f r e e of 
charge. A b o l i t i o n of c o r p o r a l and c a p i t a l punishment. 

THE SOCIALIST LABOR CANDIDATE 

The nomination paper of Mr. W i l l McClain, engineer 
and m a c h i n i s t , t o g e t h e r w i t h the d e p o s i t of $200 was p l a c e d 
i n the hands of the Returning O f f i c e r , Mr. B e a t t i e , 
Wednesday a f t e r n o o n a t 5 o ' c l o c k . 

The committee rooms of the U n i t e d S o c i a l i s t Labor 
P a r t y were opened on Tuesday n i g h t l a s t , a t 32 Powell 
S t r e e t , a l a r g e attendance of members and f r i e n d s being 
p r e s e n t . . . . The Committee on O r g a n i z a t i o n was e l e c t e d , and 
the membership have s t a r t e d to work i n good shape to t r y 
and secure the r e t u r n of t h e i r c a n d i d a t e , who i s P r e s i d e n t 
of the I n t e r n a t i o n a l M a c h i n i s t s ' Union of t h i s C i t y , and 
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S t a t i s t i c i a n to the Trades and Labor Council. 

(Additional plank added to USLP platform printed 
in Independent June 2, 1900). 

22. The United S o c i a l i s t Labor Party of B.C. 
would always stand for truth and j u s t i c e and l i b e r t y . A 
true democracy of happy workers, "freed from the abuse of 
greedy corporations, inhuman h i r e l i n g s and task masters 
of unscrupulous corporations, who are bringing thousands 
of Japs and Chinese to the Province of B r i t i s h Columbia 
to take the places of the white B r i t i s h workers of t h i s 
f a i r province, and i n so doing are simply taking'the 
bread and butter out of the mouths of the wives and 
children of the workers of t h i s c i t y and province. 
Therefore, we appeal to the workers of t h i s c i t y to help 
us i n our noble f i g h t against a l l unscrupulous h i r e l i n g s 
of the c a p i t a l i s t class and i n doing t h i s you are helping 
to protect your wives and families, homes and f i r e s i d e s . 
Better wages, shorter hours of labor and a minimum wage 
of $2.50 a day for a l l u n s k i l l e d labor. 
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B.C. •SOCIALIST PARTY 

Statement of p r i n c i p l e s adopted a t Vancouver, 
October 3rd, 1901. 

( P r i n t e d i n the Lardeau •Eagle, Feb. 20, 19 02) 

The S o c i a l i s t P a r t y of B.C., i n convention 
assembled, r e a f f i r m s i t s adherence to the p r i n c i p l e s o f 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s m , and d e c l a r e s i t s aim t o be the 
o r g a n i z a t i o n o f the working c l a s s , and those i n sympathy 
wit h i t , i n t o a p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , w i t h the o b j e c t o f 
conquering the powers of government and u s i n g them f o r the 
purpose of t r a n s f o r m i n g the p r e s e n t system of p r i v a t e 
ownership of the means of p r o d u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n i n t o 
c o l l e c t i v e ownership by the e n t i r e people. 

Formerly the t o o l s of p r o d u c t i o n were simple and 
owned by the i n d i v i d u a l worker. Today the machine, which 
i s an improved and more developed t o o l of p r o d u c t i o n , i s 
owned by the c a p i t a l i s t s and not by the workers. T h i s 
ownership enables the c a p i t a l i s t s t o c o n t r o l the product 
and keep the workers dependent upon them. 

P r i v a t e ownership of the means of p r o d u c t i o n and 
d i s t r i b u t i o n i s r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the ever i n c r e a s i n g 
u n c e r t a i n t y of l i v e l i h o o d and poverty and misery of the 
working c l a s s , and i t d i v i d e s s o c i e t y i n two h o s t i l e 
c l a s s e s — t h e c a p i t a l i s t s and wage-workers. The once 
powerful middle c l a s s i s r a p i d l y d i s a p p e a r i n g i n the m i l l 
o f c o m p e t i t i o n . The s t r u g g l e i s now between the c a p i t a l i s t 
c l a s s and the working c l a s s . The p o s s e s s i o n o f the means 
of l i v e l i h o o d g i v e s t o the c a p i t a l i s t s the c o n t r o l of the 
government, the p r e s s , the p u l p i t and s c h o o l s , and enables 
them t o reduce the working men to a s t a t e of i n t e l l e c t u a l , 
p h y s i c a l and s o c i a l i n f e r i o r i t y , p o l i t i c a l s u bservience 
and v i r t u a l s l a v e r y . 

The economic i n t e r e s t s of the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s 
dominate our e n t i r e s o c i a l system; the l i v e s o f the working 
c l a s s are r e c k l e s s l y s a c r i f i c e d f o r p r o f i t , wars are 
fomented between n a t i o n s , i n d i s c r i m i n a t e s l a u g h t e r i s 
encouraged and the d e s t r u c t i o n o f whole races i s s a n c t i o n e d 
i n o r d e r t h a t the c a p i t a l i s t s may extend t h e i r commercial 
dominion abroad and enhance t h e i r supremacy a t home. 

But the same economic causes which developed 
c a p i t a l i s m are l e a d i n g to s o c i a l i s m , which w i l l a b o l i s h 
both the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s arid the c l a s s of wageworkers. 
And the a c t i v e f o r c e i n b r i n g i n g about t h i s new and h i g h e r 
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order of s o c i e t y i s the working c l a s s . A l l other c l a s s e s , 
d e s p i t e t h e i r apparent or a c t u a l c o n f l i c t s , are a l i k e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n the upholding of the system of p r i v a t e 
ownership of the instruments of wealth production. The 
L i b e r a l , Conservative, the bourgeois P u b l i c Ownership 
p a r t i e s , and a l l other p a r t i e s which do not stand f o r the 
complete overthrow of the c a p i t a l i s t system of production, 
are a l i k e p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of the c a p i t a l i s t 
c l a s s . 

The workers can most e f f e c t i v e l y act as a c l a s s 
i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t the c o l l e c t i v e powers of 
c a p i t a l i s m , by c o n s t i t u t i n g themselves i n t o a p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t y , d i s t i n c t from and opposed to a l l p a r t i e s formed by 
the p r o p e r t i e d c l a s s e s . 

While we d e c l a r e t h a t the development of economic 
c o n d i t i o n s tends to the overthrow of the c a p i t a l i s t system, 
we recognize t h a t the'time and manner of the t r a n s i t i o n of 
S o c i a l i s m a l s o depend upon the stage of development reached 
by the p r o l e t a r i a t . We, t h e r e f o r e , consider i t of the 
utmost importance f o r ' t h e S o c i a l i s t party to support a l l 
a c t i v e e f f o r t s of the working c l a s s to b e t t e r i t s c o n d i t i o n 
and to e l e c t S o c i a l i s t s to p o l i t i c a l o f f i c e s , i n order to 
f a c i l i t a t e to attainment of the end. 

PLATFORM 
General Demands 

1. The p u b l i c ownership of a l l i n d u s t r i e s 
c o n t r o l l e d by monopolies, t r u s t s , and combines, and 
u l t i m a t e l y of a l l the means of production, d i s t r i b u t i o n , 
and exchange. No p a r t of the revenue of such i n d u s t r i e s 
to be a p p l i e d to the r e d u c t i o n of taxes on property, but 
to be a p p l i e d wholly to the increase of wages-and 
shortening of the hours of labor of the employees, to the 
improvement of t h e ^ s e r v i c e , and to d i m i n i s h i n g r a t e s to 
the consumers. 

2. The p r o g r e s s i v e r e d u c t i o n of the" hours of 
la b o r and the increase of wages i n order to decrease the 
share of the c a p i t a l i s t and increase the share o f - t h e 
worker i n the product of l a b o r . 

3. The establishment of a n a t i o n a l currency and 
government banking system; a l l f i r e and l i f e insurance to 
be a l s o operated by the government i n the i n t e r e s t s of the 
whole people. 
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4. The inauguration of a system of public 

industries; public c r e d i t to be used for that purpose i n 
order that the workers be secured the f u l l product of 
th e i r labor. 

5. A b o l i t i o n of the senate, establishment of 
the i n i t i a t i v e and referendum, proportional representation, 
and r i g h t of r e c a l l of representatives by t h e i r 
constituents. 

P r o v i n c i a l Demands 

1. A b o l i t i o n of f i n a n c i a l and property 
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s for candidates and electors at p r o v i n c i a l 
and municipal elections. 

. . 2. The education of a l l children up to the age 
of sixteen years td be free, secular and compulsory. Text 
books, meals, and clothing to be supplied out of the public 
funds when necessary. 

3. Municipalization and public control of the 
liquor t r a f f i c . 

4. A nine-hour work law f i x i n g wages at not less 
than :.$2 per day, thereby counteracting e v i l e f f e c t s of 
Oriental emigration into t h i s province. 

5. Reduction of hours of labor to 44 per week. 

6. S c i e n t i f i c and p r a c t i c a l management of 
f i s h e r i e s , f orests, and waterways i n best i n t e r e s t of the 
producers. 

7. Government operation of coal mines and 
immediate construction and operation of smelters, 
r e f i n e r i e s , and saw m i l l s for benefit of the workers. 

8. A b o l i t i o n of p o l l and personal property tax, 
the d e f i c i t to be met by an increased tax on land values. 

9. No more bonuses of either land or money to 
individu a l s or private corporations. 

10. Graduated land tax sim i l a r to law i n 
operation i n New Zealand. 

11. Government hospitals throughout the province, 
and free medical attendance to a l l needing such. 

But i n advocating these measures as steps i n the 
overthrow of capitalism and the establishment of the 



Co-operative Commonwealth, we c a u t i o n the workers a g a i n s t 
such p u b l i c ownership movements as are an attempt of the 
c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s to secure government c o n t r o l of p u b l i c 
u t i l i t i e s f o r the purpose of o b t a i n i n g greater s e c u r i t y 
i n the e x p l o i t a t i o n of other i n d u s t r i e s and not f o r the 
a m e l i o r a t i o n of the c o n d i t i o n of the working c l a s s . I t 
must be remembered th a t there i s a v a s t d i f f e r e n c e between 
"government" and " p u b l i c " ownership. While the 
c o r p o r a t i o n s own the senate and parliament we w i l l have 
the "government ownership", and not u n t i l the people own 
and c o n t r o l the l e g i s l a t u r e s can we have true " p u b l i c " 
ownership. 

C o n s t i t u t i o n 
Sec. I . This o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a l l be known as 

the " S o c i a l i s t Party of B.C." 
Sec. I I . The party s h a l l be organized as 

f o l l o w s : F i r s t , l o c a l branches of not l e s s than f i v e 
members; second, an executive board of seven members, 
these to be e l e c t e d at annual convention of delegates 
from a l l L o c a l s . At l e a s t four of the Executive s h a l l be 
chosen from p l a c t of.headquarters, and known as r e s i d e n t 
members. The non-resident members of the Executive s h a l l 
not be r e q u i r e d to be present a t a l l meetings, but s h a l l , 
be consulted and kept advised of a l l the proceedings of 
the board. 

Sec. I I I . The executive board s h a l l have 
s u p e r v i s i o n of the p a r t y o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t s h a l l have 
power to h i r e and appoint o r g a n i z e r s , grant to and revoke 
c h a r t e r s of L o c a l s , and adopt such measures as may be 
r e q u i r e d t o c a r r y out o b j e c t s of o r g a n i z a t i o n . The 
executive board s h a l l be r e q u i r e d to make a r e p o r t of i t s 
meetings through i t s o f f i c i a l organ, "The Lardeau Eagle". 

Sec. IV. Any member of the executive board 
may be r e c a l l e d by an imperative mandate of the membership 
of the P a r t y ; h i s successor t o be e l e c t e d by the 
i n i t i a t i v e and referendum. A m a j o r i t y of those members 
v o t i n g being necessary to e l e c t . 

Sec. V. The o f f i c e r s of the Executive s h a l l 
be: Chairman, Treasurer, L i t e r a r y Agent, Organizer, and 
Secretary. They s h a l l be e l e c t e d a t annual conventions. 

Sec. VI. The d u t i e s of the s e c r e t a r y s h a l l be 
to act as corresponding and r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y , and t o 
r e c e i v e the p r o v i n c i a l dues from s e c r e t a r i e s of l o c a l 
branches. The t r e a s u r e r s h a l l take charge of the funds of 
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the P a r t y , and f u r n i s h a bond to amount r e q u i r e d by the 
e x e c u t i v e board. The l i t e r a r y agent s h a l l take charge of 
the l i t e r a r y propaganda of the P a r t y . The o r g a n i z e r s h a l l 
o r g a n i z e new branches, and b u i l d up e x i s t i n g branches, and 
s h a l l be s u b j e c t to d i r e c t i o n of the e x e c u t i v e board. 

Sec. V I I . A P a r t y convention may be c a l l e d any 
time, a t the "request of f i v e branches. 

Sec. V I I I . Any r e p u t a b l e person who s u b s c r i b e s 
to the p r i n c i p l e s of the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y of B.C., and 
severs a l l c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the o l d p o l i t i c a l p a r t i e s , 
s h a l l be e l i g i b l e f o r membership. 

Sec. IX. The dues of the members s h a l l be 
f i x e d by each L o c a l , but s h a l l be s u f f i c i e n t t o pay ten 
cents per month, f o r each member, to the e x e c u t i v e board. 

Sec. X. A l o c a l branch s h a l l c o n s i s t of at 
l e a s t f i v e members, and s h a l l h o l d a t l e a s t one meeting 
per month. I t s h a l l make i t s own r u l e s and by-laws so 
long as they do not c o n f l i c t w i t h the p r o v i n c i a l 
c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

Sec. XI. Any person s u b s c r i b i n g to our 
p r i n c i p l e s and p l a t f o r m i n a l o c a l i t y where t h e r e i s no 
l o c a l branch may become a member at l a r g e by sending h i s 
a p p l i c a t i o n t o the p r o v i n c i a l s e c r e t a r y and complying w i t h 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

Sec. XII. A l l q u e s t i o n s not p r o v i d e d f o r ' i n 
t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n s h a l l be d e a l t w i t h by the e x e c u t i v e 
board, s u b j e c t t o a referendum v o t e . 

Sec. X I I I . The E x e c u t i v e s h a l l submit a l l 
q u e s t i o n s to. -a referendum vote upon the request of t h r e e 
L o c a l s . 

Sec. XIV. Under no circumstances s h a l l the 
S o c i a l i s t P a r t y of B.C. fuse or a c t w i t h any p o l i t i c a l 
p a r t y , u n l e s s they have s u b s t a n t i a l l y the same p r i n c i p l e s 
as our p a r t y . 

Sec. XV. T h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n may be amended by 
a referendum vote of the membership, or a t the annual 
p r o v i n c i a l convention of the P a r t y . 

Sec. XVI. The annual convention s h a l l be 
c a l l e d by the e x e c u t i v e some time b e f o r e November of each 
year. Every L o c a l i n good st a n d i n g s h a l l be e n t i t l e d to 
send one d e l e g a t e , and one a d d i t i o n a l d elegate f o r each 20 
members, or major f r a c t i o n o f the same paying dues to 
e x e c u t i v e . 
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Appendix 4 

PLATFORM OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA 

(Printed i n Western Clarion, June 2, 1903, adopted i n 
convention Oct. 3, 1902. Also In 

Western S o c i a l i s t , Oct. 18, 1902.) 

We, the S o c i a l i s t Party of B r i t i s h Columbia, i n 
convention assembled affirm our allegiance to and »-
supported the p r i n c i p l e s and program of the in t e r n a t i o n a l 
revolutionary working class. 

Labor produces a l l wealth and to labor i t should 
j u s t l y belong. To the owner of the means of wealth 
production belongs the product of labor. The c a p i t a l i s t 
system i s based upon private or c a p i t a l i s t ownership of 
the means of wealth production, therefore, a l l the 
products of labor belongs to the c a p i t a l i s t . The 
c a p i t a l i s t i s master; the workingman i s slave. 

So long as the c a p i t a l i s t remains i n possession 
of the reins of government a l l the powers of the state 
w i l l be used to protect and defend t h e i r property rights 
i n the means of wealth production and t h e i r control of 
the products of labor. 

The c a p i t a l i s t system gives to the c a p i t a l i s t 
an ever swelling stream of p r o f i t s ; and to the worker an 
ever increasing measure of misery and degradation. 

The in t e r e s t s of the working class l i e s [sic] 
i n the d i r e c t i o n of setting i t s e l f free from c a p i t a l i s t i c 
e x p l o i t a t i o n by the a b o l i t i o n of the wage system. To 
accomplish t h i s necessitates the transformation of 
c a p i t a l i s t property i n the means of wealth production into 
c o l l e c t i v e or working class property. 

The i r r e p r e s s i b l e c o n f l i c t of inte r e s t s 
between the c a p i t a l i s t and the worker i s rapidly 
culminating i n a struggle for possession of the powers 
of government, the c a p i t a l i s t to hold; the worker to 
secure i t out by p o l i t i c a l action. This i s the class 
struggle. 

Therefore, we c a l l upon a l l wage-earners to 
organize under the banner of the S o c i a l i s t Party of B.C. 
with the object of conquering the public powers for the 
purpose of setting up and enforcing the economic program 
of the working class, as follows: 
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1) The transformation as rapidly as possible 
of c a p i t a l i s t property i n the means of wealth production 
(natural resources, f a c t o r i e s , m i l l s , railways, etc.,) 
into the c o l l e c t i v e property of the working cl a s s . 

2) Thorough and democratic organization and 
management of industry by the workers. 

3) The establishment as speedily as possible of 
production for use i n l i e u of production for p r o f i t . 

4) The S o c i a l i s t Party, when i n o f f i c e , s h a l l 
always and everywhere, u n t i l the present system i s 
u t t e r l y abolished, make the answer to t h i s question i t s 
guiding rule of conduct: W i l l t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n advance 
the interests of the working class and aid the worker i n 
the i r class struggle against capitalism?. If it.does, 
the S o c i a l i s t Party i s for i t . If i t does not, the 
S o c i a l i s t Party i s absolutely opposed t o " i t . 

5) In accordance with t h i s p r i n c i p l e the 
S o c i a l i s t Party pledges i t s e l f to conduct a l l the public 
a f f a i r s placed i n i t s hands i n such a manner as to 
promote the interests of the working class alone. 

This same Platform was adopted by the S o c i a l i s t 
Party of Canada when organized i n December 1904. 



429 
Append i x 5 

CONSTITUTION OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF 
BRITISH COLUMBIA - 190 3 

( P r i n t e d i n Wes te rn C l a r i o n , Nov. 5, 1903) 

Management; 

The a f f a i r s o f t he P a r t y a r e c o n d u c t e d by t h e 
P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e Commi t tee , l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s , p a r t y 
c o n v e n t i o n s and g e n e r a l v o t e . 

P a r t y l aw s h a l l become e f f e c t i v e o n l y when 
app roved by a m a j o r i t y o f t he g e n e r a l v o t e . 

L o c a l s : 

The l o c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o f t h e 1 P a r t y s h a l l c o n 
f o rm t o t h e p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t o r a l r i d i n g s , each L o c a l 
t a k i n g t he name o f i t s r e s p e c t i v e r i d i n g , t he d i f f e r e n t 
p o i n t s i n s u ch r i d i n g t o be o r g a n i z e d as b r anche s o f such 
L o c a l . Bu t one c h a r t e r s h a l l be i s s u e d t o a r i d i n g , and 
t h e v a r i o u s b r anche s i n such r i d i n g s h a l l work t o g e t h e r 
t h r o u g h an e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e . 

F i v e o r more pe r s on s may fo rm a L o c a l i n any 
r i d i n g where no L o c a l e x i s t s , . p r o v i d e d t h e y acknowledge 
t h e p l a t f o r m and c o n s t i t u t i o n o f t he p a r t y , and s u b s c r i b e 
t o i t s p l e d g e o f membersh ip. They s h a l l r e p o r t t h e i r 
o r g a n i z a t i o n t o t he p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e commit tee and 
w i t h t he a p p r o v a l o f s uch commit tee a c h a r t e r s h a l l be 
i s s u e d . The L o c a l s h a l l comply w i t h t he r e q u i r e m e n t s o f 
the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e commi t tee as t o f i n a n c i a l and 
o t h e r r e p o r t s . 

A p p l i c a t i o n f o r c h a r t e r must be made upon f o rm 
p r o v i d e d by the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e c o m m i t t e e . In 
a d d i t i o n t o dues f o r c u r r e n t month, each a p p l i c a t i o n f o r 
c h a r t e r must be accompan ied by a f e e o f $5 t o c o v e r 
expense o f a l l n e c e s s a r y s u p p l i e s , l i n c l u d i n g c h a r t e r , 
m inu te book, f i n a n c i a l b ook s , w a r r a n t s , v o u c h e r s , member
s h i p c a r d s , e t c . 

The L o c a l s h a l l be the u n i t o f o r g a n i z a t i o n . I t 
s h a l l a t e v e r y m e e t i n g e l e c t a new c h a i r m a n , who s h a l l 
o b s e r v e t h e u s u a l r u l e s o f p a r l i a m e n t a r y p r o c e d u r e . 

The L o c a l s h a l l e l e c t " f rom i t s membership an 
o r g a n i z e r , s e c r e t a r y , r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y , t r e a s u r e r , and 
such o t h e r o f f i c e r s as i t deems n e c e s s a r y . 
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The organizer s h a l l conduct the work of 
a g i t a t i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

• • • • 
The o f f i c e r s of the L o c a l s h a l l be e l e c t e d f o r 

the term of one year, but may be r e - e l e c t e d a t e x p i r a t i o n 
thereof. The e l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s s h a l l take place during 
the month of December, term of o f f i c e t o be on f i r s t of 
January f o l l o w i n g . 

Every a p p l i c a n t f o r membership s h a l l f i l l out 
and s i g n an a p p l i c a t i o n as f o l l o w s : 

I , the undersigned, hereby apply "for membership 
i n ....Local....S.P. of B.C. 

I recognize the c l a s s s t r u g g l e between the 
c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s and the working c l a s s to be a s t r u g g l e 
f o r p o l i t i c a l supremacy, i . e . , possession of the r e i n s of 
government and which n e c e s s i t a t e s the o r g a n i z a t i o n of the 
workers i n t o a p o l i t i c a l p arty d i s t i n c t from and opposed 
to a l l p a r t i e s of the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s . 

I f admitted to membership I hereby agree to 
maintain or e n t e r i i n t o no r e l a t i o n s w i t h any other 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , and pledge myself to support my v o i c e , 
vote and a l l other l e g i t i m a t e means the t i c k e t and 
programme of the S.P. of B.C. o n l y . 

A p p l i c a n t 
Occupation 
Age 
Address 
C i t i z e n 

Admitted to Ldcal/-?-c.. 19 .^T^^Chairman, ̂ Recording Secretary 
No person under the.iage of-eighteen years s h a l l 

be admitted to membership. 
Should a p r o t e s t be entered a g a i n s t the admis

s i o n t o a L o c a l : o f any a p p l i c a n t f o r membership, a 
two-thirds vote of a l l present a t a r e g u l a r business 
meeting s h a l l be necessary to admit him. 

L o c a l s s h a l l have j u r i s d i c t i o n over t h e i r own 
members. 

Any v i o l a t i o n of the pledge f o r membership, or 
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f i n a n c i a l o b l i g a t i o n t o the P a r t y s h a l l be c o n s i d e r e d 
warrant f o r e x p u l s i o n . A t w o - t h i r d s m a j o r i t y of the 
members p r e s e n t a t any business meeting of the L o c a l s h a l l 
be s u f f i c i e n t t o e x p e l . A simple m a j o r i t y s h a l l be 
s u f f i c i e n t t o suspend. 

A l l e x p u l s i o n s and suspensions s h a l l be at- once 
r e p o r t e d to the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee. 

No e x p e l l e d or suspended member s h a l l be 
accorded t h e _ p r i v i l e g e s of a member of the P a r t y , by any 
branch, L o c a l or committee, unless.;the bar of e x p u l s i o n 
or suspension has been removed by the L o c a l e x p e l l i n g or 
suspending such member. 

The L o c a l s h a l l c o l l e c t from i t s members a 
monthly tax of a t l e a s t ten cents which s h a l l be r e c e i p t e d 
f o r by stamps purchased from the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e 
committee at ten cents each, and i n no o t h e r manner. The 
s e c r e t a r y s h a l l a f f i x stamp t o member's c a r d and c a n c e l 
same by w r i t i n g amount p a i d a c r o s s face of stamp i n ink 
over h i s i n i t i a l s . 

Members who have w i t h h e l d payments of dues f o r 
more than two months s h a l l be suspended from a l l r i g h t s 
u n t i l they have f u l f i l l e d t h e i r o b l i g a t i o n s . To r e i n s t a t e 
themselves by payment of such back dues they must f i r s t 
o b t a i n p e r m i s s i o n f o r a r e g u l a r business meeting of the 
L o c a l . 

S i c k o r unemployed members may be excused from 
payment of dues upon a p p l i c a t i o n t o a r e g u l a r business 
meeting of the L o c a l . 

The L o c a l s h a l l h o l d a t l e a s t one:business 
meeting each month. 

S p e c i a l meetings s h a l l be c a l l e d o n l y . a t the 
request of f i v e or more members. Such requests s h a l l be 
made i n w r i t i n g t o the s e c r e t a r y who s h a l l n o t i f y a l l 
members of such s p e c i a l meetings. 

The r e s u l t of every e l e c t i o n o f T o f f i c e r s w i t h i n 
the L o c a l must be communicated atconce to the p r o v i n c i a l 
e x e c u t i v e committee. 

In case of d i s s o l u t i o n of any L o c a l a l l p r o p e r t y 
of the same must be d e l i v e r e d to the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e 
committee. 

No L o c a l s h a l l e n t e r i n t o any compromise with 
any o t h e r p o l i t i c a l p a r t y , nor f u r n i s h f i n a n c i a l a i d to 
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Branches: 

F i v e or more persons i n any r i d i n g where a L o c a l 
a l r e a d y e x i s t s may w i t h the consent of L o c a l be o r g a n i z e d 
as a branch t h e r e o f , by f i r s t complying with S e c t i o n 10, 
A r t i c l e 2 ( a p p l i c a t i o n f o r membership above) of the 
p r o v i n c i a l c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

The branch s h a l l e l e c t a r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y , 
s e c r e t a r y and t r e a s u r e r r a n d such ot h e r o f f i c e r s as i t 
deems necessary, whose d u t i e s s h a l l be as above. 

The branch s h a l l comply wi t h a l l requirements 
of the L o c a l as t o r e p o r t s , e t c . and adhere as c l o s e l y as 
p o s s i b l e t o the g e n e r a l methods of procedure as l a i d down 
i n the p r o v i n c i a l c o n s t i t u t i o n . 

P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e Committee: 

The p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee s h a l l be 
composed of seven members to be e l e c t e d by a g e n e r a l vote 
of the membership of the r i d i n g wherein i s l o c a t e d the 
seat of the committee. The committee s h a l l e l e c t from i t s 
membership a r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y , s e c r e t a r y , t r e a s u r e r , 
and such o t h e r o f f i c e r s as i t deems necessary. The d u t i e s 
of the r e c o r d i n g s e c r e t a r y and s e c r e t a r y and t r e a s u r e r 
s h a l l be same as above. I t s h a l l be the duty of the L o c a l 
e l e c t i n g the committee to suspend any member t h e r e o f who 
may be g u i l t y of n e g l e c t of duty, t o e l e c t a temporary 
succe s s o r i n p l a c e of such suspended member, and to submit 
such a c t i o n , w i t h reasons t h e r e o f , t o a g e n e r a l vote of 
the P a r t y . 

Any L o c a l o u t s i d e of seat of committee may add 
to membership of committee by sending one d e l e g a t e whenever 
i t d e s i r e s to do so. 

The member of the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee 
s h a l l be e l e c t e d f o r the term of one year but may be 
r e - e l e c t e d a t the e x p i r a t i o n t h e r e o f . The e l e c t i o n s h a l l 
take p l a c e between November 1st and December 15th of each 
year and term of o f f i c e t o begin w i t h January 1s t .iv^uv~\r^.r;v-
f o l l o w i n g . The f i r s t such e l e c t i o n under these a r t i c l e s 
s h a l l take p l a c e i n 190 4. 

The p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee has f o r i t s 
duty: 

(a) t o c a r r y out the wishes of the Party as 
expressed i n i t s p l a t f o r m c o n s t i t u t i o n and 
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by g e n e r a l vote. 
(b) t o s u p e r v i s e the a g i t a t i o n throughout the 

p r o v i n c e . 
(c) t o e s t a b l i s h and mai n t a i n proper r e l a t i o n s 

and communications with the S o c i a l i s t 
p a r t i e s of o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . 

(d) t o r e c e i v e and submit t o a g e n e r a l vote 
p r o p o s i t i o n s sent from any L o c a l i f endorsed 
by a t l e a s t two o t h e r l o c a l s . 

(e) t o make a l l necessary p r e p a r a t i o n s f o r the 
p r o v i n c i a l convention and make a f u l l r e p o r t 
t o such convention on a l l p a r t y matters. 

(f) t o i s s u e t o the L o c a l s semi-annual r e p o r t s 
of the P a r t y f i n a n c e s . 

(g) t o be re p r e s e n t e d i n the p r o v i n c i a l conven
t i o n by one of i t s members who s h a l l have 
no vote but merely an a d v i s o r y v o i c e i n the 
proceedings and s h a l l bear no other 
c r e d e n t i a l s . 

(h) t o formulate and adopt a uniform system of 
f i n a n c i a l and o t h e r r e c o r d s , i n c l u d i n g 
s e c r e t a r y ' s books, vouchers, r e p o r t s , 
a p p l i c a t i o n b l a n k s , e t c . and to f u r n i s h a l l 
such s u p p l i e s t o L o c a l s a t actuals c o s t of 
same. 

(i) t o employ o r g a n i z e r s t o f u r t h e r the i n t e r e s t 
of the P a r t y , the committee t o be h e l d 
s t r i c t l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the q u a l i f i c a t i o n 
and e f f i c i e n c y of such. 

The p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee may compen
sate i t s o f f i c e r s a c c o r d i n g t o the l a b o r performed by 
them, from the t r e a s u r y o f the P a r t y . 

No member of the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee 
s h a l l h o l d any.:*other o f f i c e or p o s i t i o n on committee i n 
the P a r t y . 

Conventions: 

A p r o v i n c i a l convention s h a l l be h e l d between 
August 15th and October 15th of each year. A g e n e r a l vote 
s h a l l decide as t o the p l a c e , but the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e 
committee s h a l l d e c i d e as t o the date of the convention. 

Each L o c a l s h a l l be e n t i t l e d to send one 
delegate f o r each 2 0 members or major p o r t i o n i i t h e r e o f i n 
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good s t a n d i n g . Delegates must be members of the L o c a l 
they are e l e c t e d t o r e p r e s e n t . Each delegate s h a l l have 
but one v o t e . 

The p r o v i n c i a l convention s h a l l frame the p a r t y 
p l a t f o r m , decide the form of o r g a n i z a t i o n , s e l e c t the seat 
of the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee and i n v e s t i g a t e and 
decide a l l d i f f i c u l t i e s w i t h i n the P a r t y . 

A l l a c t s of the convention s h a l l be submitted 
to the L o c a l s f o r g e n e r a l vote. 

M i s c e l l a n e o u s : 

A l l o f f i c e r s , boards and committees o f . t h e P a r t y 
s h a l l be s u b j e c t t o removal by t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s . 

A copy of the c o n s t i t u t i o n and p l a t f o r m s h a l l be 
handed t o every new member. 

A member i n good s t a n d i n g ofc- one L o c a l s h a l l 
have the r i g h t t o a t t e n d and speak a t any meeting of 
another L o c a l , but s h a l l not be allowed t o vote. 

No person s h a l l be nominated as candidate f o r 
any p u b l i c o f f i c e u n l e s s he has been a member of the P a r t y 
f o r a t l e a s t s i x months and has i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f w i t h 
the P a r t y by a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n i t s work. 

No candidate o f the Pa r t y f o r any p u b l i c o f f i c e 
s h a l l be p e r m i t t e d t o accept any nomination or endorsement 
from anycother p o l i t i c a l p a r t y . 

Any v i o l a t i o n of the 'provisions o f the c o n s t i 
t u t i o n by a L o c a l s h a l l be deemed s u f f i c i e n t warrant t o 
empower the e x e c u t i v e committee t o revoke i t s c h a r t e r . 

• * • • 

The accounts of the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e 
committee s h a l l be a u d i t e d a t the end of each h a l f year. 
The L o c a l e l e c t i n g p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee s h a l l 
p r o v i d e a u d i t o r s . The f i n d s of such a u d i t s h a l l be 
embodied i n the semi-annual r e p o r t of the p r o v i n c i a l 
e x e c u t i v e committee. 

Each L o c a l s h a l l p r ovide f o r the a u d i t i n g ,of i t s 
accounts semi-annually. A l l accounts and re c o r d s of the 
Pa r t y s h a l l be open,to i n s p e c t i o n by any member i n good 
st a n d i n g upon due n o t i c e t o the o f f i c e r i n charge. 

T h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n t o go i n t o e f f e c t on January 
1st, 1904. 
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C o n s t i t u t i o n amended to form b a s i s o f S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t y of Canada (Western C l a r i o n , January 28, 1905). 
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A p p e n d i x 6 

CONSTITUTION 

S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y of Canada 

( S o u r c e : Angus M c l n n i s C o l l e c t i o n , U . B . C . ) 

Adopted i n : U n i t y C o n v e n t i o n a t P o r t A r t h u r , O n t a r i o , 
December 30. and 31, 1911. E n d o r s e d by P a r t y Referendum, 
March 31, 1912. Amended by P a r t y Referendum, May 31, 
1912. (Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee , S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c 
P a r t y o f Canada , B e r l i n , O n t a r i o ) . 

ARTICLE I.—MANAGEMENT 

The management of i i the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y 
o f Canada s h a l l be conducted by a Dominion E x e c u t i v e 
Committee , a P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e Committee , L o c a l 
O r g a n i z a t i o n s . C o n v e n t i o n s and Referendum V o t e . 

ARTICLE I I . — L O C A L S 

S e c t i o n 1 . — F i v e or more p e r s o n s may form a 
l o c a l p r o v i d e d they acknowledge the p l a t f o r m and 
c o n s t i t u t i o n and s u b s c r i b e t o i t s p l e d g e of membership. 
S u b j e c t t o t h e a p p r o v a l o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e (where 
one e x i s t s , and i n the absence o f such committee , t o the 
Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee) a c h a r t e r s h a l l be i s s u e d 
when accompanied w i t h the c u r r e n t m o n t h ' s dues and a f e e 
of $3 .00 . 

S e c t i o n 2 . — N o more than one c h a r t e r s h a l l be 
i s s u e d i n ; any language i n any c i t y o r town w i t h o u t the 
a p p r o v a l o f those l o c a l s a l r e a d y e x i s t i n g . 

S e c t i o n 3 . - - E a c h l o c a l s h a l l r e c e i v e a name and 
a number. S u b j e c t t o the c o n s t i t u t i o n , complete l o c a l 
autonomy s h a l l p r e v a i l . 

S e c t i o n 4 . - - E v e r y a p p l i c a n t f o r membership s h a l l 
f i l l out and s i g n an a p p l i c a t i o n form as f o l l o w s : 

I , the u n d e r s i g n e d , hereby a p p l y f o r membership 
i n L o c a l , P r o v i n c e of : t- ^"';ic.>. 
S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y of Canada . I s u b s c r i b e t o the 
p l a t f o r m o f p r i n c i p l e s as l a i d down by the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c 
P a r t y o f Canada , and i f a d m i t t e d t o membership, agree t o be 
governed by the c o n s t i t u t i o n of the P a r t y . 
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Name of A p p l i c a n t 

Address 

Occupation 

Age 

Are you a v o t e r a t pr e s e n t 

Admitted t o L o c a l 

Chairman. 

Rec. Sec. 

S e c t i o n 5.--Each member s h a l l pay such monthly 
tax as the L o c a l may decide which s h a l l be r e c e i p t e d f o r 
by stamps purchased from the P r o v i n c i a l Executive.. . 
Committee where one e x i s t s , and i n the absence of such 
committee, a t IOC each, and i n i t i a l e d by the S e c r e t a r y of 
the L o c a l . The balance s h a l l g o : i n t o the l o c a l t r e a s u r y . 

S e c t i o n 6.—Any member s i x t y (60) d a y s ^ i n 
a r r e a r s of dues or assessments s h a l l be c o n s i d e r e d i n bad 
st a n d i n g . 

S e c t i o n 7.—Any v i o l a t i o n o f the pledge of 
membership or c o n s t i t u t i o n s h a l l be c o n s i d e r e d warrant 
f o r suspension or e x p u l s i o n . I t s h a l l r e q u i r e a m a j o r i t y 
vote of a l l the members i n good st a n d i n g a t a s p e c i a l 
meeting c a l l e d f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n of any charge p r e f e r r e d 
a g a i n s t any member. Any member s h a l l have the r i g h t t o 
appeal a g a i n s t a d e c i s i o n of the l o c a l t o the p r o v i n c i a l 
e x e c u t i v e committee, thence t o a referendum vote of the 
p r o v i n c e . A l l suspensions and e x p u l s i o n s s h a l l be 
r e p o r t e d t o the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee, and no 
l o c a l of the p a r t y s h a l l admit t o i t s membership such 
suspended or e x p e l l e d members u n t i l the ban of suspension 
or e x p u l s i o n has been removed. 

S e c t i o n 8 . — S e c r e t a r i e s off,Locals s h a l l make 
q u a r t e r l y r e p o r t s w i t h i n f i f t e e n (15) days ( v i z : on 
January 15, A p r i l 15, J u l y 15 and October 15) t o the 
p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee (where one e x i s t s , and i n 
the absence of such committee, t o the Dominion E x e c u t i v e 
Committee). 

S e c t i o n 9 . — I n caseoof d i s s o l u t i o n o f any l o c a l , 
a l l p r o p e r t y must be d e l i v e r e d t o the P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e 
Committee. 
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S e c t i o n 1 0 . — A l l l o c a l s i n one c i t y o r 
c o n s t i t u e n c y s h a l l t a k e j o i n t a c t i o n i n a l l manners of 
mutual i n t e r e s t . When approved o f by a m a j o r i t y of l o c a l s 
o f such c i t y o r c o n s t i t u e n c y , the c i t y o r d i s t r i c t 
c o n v e n t i o n s h a l l be h e l d f o r the n o m i n a t i o n o f a c a n d i d a t e . 
Any l o c a l may i n i t i a t e a d i s t r i c t referendum. 

S e c t i o n 1 1 . — A n y c i t y o r c o n s t i t u e n c y may e l e c t 
a c e n t r a l committee t o d e a l w i t h m a t t e r s of i n t e r e s t t o 
such c i t y o r c o n s t i t u e n c y . The expense so i n c u r r e d t o be 
borne by the l o c a l s c o n c e r ned. 

ARTICLE I I I . — P R O V I N C I A L ORGANIZATIONS 

S e c t i o n 1 . — N o t l e s s than f i v e l o c a l s i n one 
p r o v i n c e may form a p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n f o r the 
purpose o f s u p e r v i s i n g and d i r e c t i n g the o r g a n i z a t i o n i n 
t h a t p r o v i n c e . 

S e c t i o n 2 .—Any l o c a l i n u n o r g a n i z e d p r o v i n c e s 
may i n i t i a t e , t h r o u g h the Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee, a 
referendum t o be s u b m i t t e d t o the l o c a l s i n t h a t p r o v i n c e 
as t o the d e s i r a b i l i t y o f f o r m i n g a p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a - : 
t i o n . The e x e c u t i v e committee upon r e c e i v i n g a f a v o r a b l e 
r e p l y from the m a j o r i t y o f t h e l o c a l s s h a l l a r r a n g e f o r 
t h e f i r s t p r o v i n c i a l c o n v e n t i o n and o t h e r w i s e h e l p i n the 
f o r m a t i o n o f the p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . The c o n v e n t i o n 
s h a l l a p p l y f o r a p r o v i n c i a l c h a r t e r , d e t e r m i n e th e form 
o f o r g a n i z a t i o n , and e l e c t p r o v i n c i a l o f f i c e r s . 

S e c t i o n 3.—The p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a l l 
have complete autonomy i n a l l m a t t e r s of a s t r i c t l y 
p r o v i n c i a l c h a r a c t e r , and s h a l l speak and a c t i n harmony 
w i t h the c o n s t i t u t i o n and p l a t f o r m o f the S o c i a l D emocratic 
P a r t y of Canada. 

S e c t i o n 4.--The p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h a l l 
s e c u r e c h a r t e r s , and s u p p l i e s f o r t h e a f f i l i a t e d l o c a l s 
from t h e Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee. Stamps s h a l l be 
i s s u e d t o the p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n s a t the c o s t of 5C. 
each, and stamps s h a l l be i s s u e d by the P r o v i n c i a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s t o l o c a l s a t IOC each. 

ARTICLE IV.—DOMINION EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

(That th e r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on and seat~>of the 
Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee be l e f t u n t i l t h e f i r s t 
g e n e r a l c o n v e n t i o n . I n the meantime the work of the 
Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee be l e f t t o the G e n e r a l 
E x e c u t i v e Committee o f the Canadian S o c i a l i s t F e d e r a t i o n , 
B e r l i n , Ont.) 
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S e c t i o n 1.—The d u t i e s o f the Dominion E x e c u t i v e 
Committee s h a l l be t o conduct the c u r r e n t a f f a i r s o f t h e 
p a r t y , such as the i s s u i n g o f c h a r t e r s , f u r n i s h i n g stamps, 
and g e n e r a l s u p p l i e s t o P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e Committees, 
and L o c a l s i n u n o r g a n i z e d t e r r i t o r i e s ; t o s u p e r v i s e 
a g i t a t i o n t h r o u g h o u t the Dominion, t o a c c e p t a l l p r o p o s i 
t i o n s f o r referendum, and when such p r o p o s i t i o n s a r e 
endorsed by t h r e e o r more l o c a l s , and a r e i n harmony w i t h 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n a l p r o v i s i o n t o submit same t o g e n e r a l 
v o t e o f P a r t y . To submit r e p o r t t o Dominion C o n v e n t i o n 
and t o f o r m u l a t e t h e rules* " arid o r d e r o f b u s i n e s s o f t h e 
Dominion C o n v e n t i o n o f P a r t y , n o t o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d f o r 
by the c o n s t i t u t i o n , s u b j e c t t o a d o p t i o n o r amendments by 
the c o n v e n t i o n . To I s s u e t o the l o c a l s s e m i - a n n u a l l y , 
and i n s u f f i c i e n t number, c o p i e s o f t h e P a r t y ' s f i n a n c e s . 

S e c t i o n 2.—The Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee 
s h a l l f u r n i s h due stamps t o the P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e 
Committees a t f i v e c e n t s e a c h , and t o l o c a l s i n u n o r g a n i z e d 
t e r r i t o r y a t t e n c e n t s , and t o f u r n i s h a l l n e c e s s a r y 
s u p p l i e s a t a c t u a l c o s t . 

S e c t i o n 3.—The Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee may 
compensate i t s o f f i c e r s a c c o r d i n g t o the l a b o r performed 
by them from the t r e a s u r y o f the p a r t y . 

S e c t i o n 4.—The Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee 
s h a l l be empowered t o l e v y assessments, s u b j e c t t o 
referendum. 

ARTICLE V.—CONVENTIONS 

S e c t i o n 1.—A g e n e r a l v o t e o f the membership o f 
the p a r t y s h a l l be t a k e n each y e a r , between March 1 s t and 
June 1 s t , t o d e c i d e upon the n e c e s s i t y and t h e p r o x i m a t e 
d a t e o f h o l d i n g a c o n v e n t i o n and where i t s h a l l be h e l d . 

S e c t i o n 2 . — E a c h l o c a l s h a l l be e n t i t l e d t o one 
v o t e f o r each t w e n t y - f i v e members o r p o r t i o n t h e r e o f , and 
an a d d i t i o n a l v o t e f o r t w e n t y - f i v e members o r major 
p o r t i o n t h e r e o f i n good s t a n d i n g . No d e l e g a t e s h a l l c a s t 
more than seven v o t e s . 

S e c t i o n 3 . — A l l p r o c e e d i n g s o f the c o n v e n t i o n 
s h a l l be s u b m i t t e d t o the l o c a l s f o r g e n e r a l and i n d i v i d 
u a l v o t e . A l i s t o f the names o f tho s e v o t i n g s h a l l 
accompany the b a l l o t s t o h e a d q u a r t e r s . 

S e c t i o n 4.—The t r a n s p o r t a t i o n expense o f one 
d e l e g a t e from each l o c a l , s h a l l be p a i d o u t o f t h e funds 
of the P a r t y . L o c a l s s e n d i n g more th a n one d e l e g a t e s h a l l 
b e ar the expense o f such. 
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ARTICLE VI.—PROPAGANDA 

S e c t i o n 1 . — L o c a l s o t h e r t h a n E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
s h a l l have f u l l c o n t r o l of propaganda and o r g a n i z a t i o n i n 
t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e l a n g u a g e s , p r o v i d e d t h e y a p p l y t o the 
Dominion e x e c u t i v e committee f o r a c h a r t e r f o r language 
o r g a n i z a t i o n . Such propaganda must be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n and p l a t f o r m o f the p a r t y . 

S e c t i o n 2 . — F o r e i g n - s p e a k i n g l o c a l s s h a l l be 
exempt from any s p e c i a l assessment f o r E n g l i s h propaganda 
l e v i e d by the Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

S e c t i o n 3.—The l o c a l s o f the r e s p e c t i v e 
f o r e i g n - s p e a k i n g o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h a l l submit i n Dominion 
m a t t e r s t o t h e d e c i s i o n o f t h e Dominion c o n v e n t i o n s and 
Dominion e x e c u t i v e committee, i n P r o v i n c i a l m a t t e r s t o 
the p r o v i n c i a l c o n v e n t i o n s and p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e 
c ommittees, and i n J l o c a l m a t t e r s they s h a l l a c t i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h o t h e r l o c a l s a f f e c t e d as p r o v i d e d by 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n 

S e c t i o n 4.--The E x e c u t i v e Committee o f language 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h a l l r e p o r t q u a r t e r l y t o the Dominion 
E x e c u t i v e Committee and a l l p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e 
committees concerned as t o the p r o g r e s s b e i n g made, and 
a l l o t h e r m a t t e r s o f i m p o r t a n c e . 

S e c t i o n 5.—Language o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h a l l g e t t h e 
c h a r t e r s and s u p p l i e s f o r t h e i r a f f i l i a t e d l o c a l s from t h e 
Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee. Stamps t o the language 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s s h a l l be i s s u e d a t 2%$ each. Whenever a 
p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n i s i n e x i s t e n c e , t h e e x e c u t i v e 
committee o f t h e language o r g a n i z a t i o n s h a l l r e t u r n t o 
such p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 2%$ f o r each stamp i s s u e d t o 
l o c a l s o f the language o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e 
p r o v i n c e s . 

S e c t i o n 6.—Language l o c a l s s h a l l have the r i g h t 
of t h e u s u a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a t a l l c o n v e n t i o n s and a l l 
e x e c u t i v e b o d i e s . 

S e c t i o n 7.—The language l o c a l s s h a l l r e p o r t t o 
the e x e c u t i v e committee f o r t h e i r language o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

• • • • 
BY-LAWS 

S e c t i o n 1.—The Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee 
s h a l l assume t h e d u t i e s o f p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committees 
where no p r o v i n c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n e x i s t s . 
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S e c t i o n 2.—The vote on every referendum s h a l l 
c l o s e 60 days from the date of i t s p u b l i c a t i o n . 

S e c t i o n 3 . — A l l p r o p o s i t i o n s or o t h e r matters 
submitted f o r the referendum of the p a r t y s h a l l be 
presented without preamble or comment. 

S e c t i o n 4.—Any v i o l a t i o n of the p r o v i s i o n s of 
the c o n s t i t u t i o n and by-laws of the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c 
P a r t y of Canada by a l o c a l s h a l l be deemed s u f f i c i e n t 
warrant to empower the Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee t o 
suspend such l o c a l uponithe recommendation of the p r o v i n 
c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee and immediately submit i t s a c t i o n 
f o r the a p p r o v a l of the g e n e r a l membership. 

S e c t i o n 5.-—The o f f i c e r s of the L o c a l s h a l l be 
e l e c t e d f o r a term of one year, but may be r e - e l e c t e d a t 
the e x p i r a t i o n t h e r e o f . The e l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s s h a l l 
take p l a c e d u r i n g the month of December; term of o f f i c e to 
begin on the f i r s t o f January f o l l o w i n g . The r e s u l t of 
every e l e c t i o n of o f f i c e r s w i t h i n the l o c a l must be 
communicated a t once t o the p r o v i n c i a l e x e c u t i v e committee, 
or where no such committee e x i s t s , to the Dominion 
E x e c u t i v e Committee. 

S e c t i o n 6 . — L o c a l s s h a l l h o l d a t l e a s t one 
b u s i n e s s meeting each month. 

S e c t i o n 7 . — A l l o f f i c e r s , boards or committees 
s h a l l be s u b j e c t t o removal by t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s i f a 
charge of n e g l e c t of duty and v i o l a t i o n of c o n s t i t u t i o n 
and p l a t f o r m by them i s proven. 

Su b j e c t 8.—Any member i n good s t a n d i n g of one 
l o c a l s h a l l have the r i g h t t o a t t e n d and speak at any 
meeting of another l o c a l , but s h a l l not be allowed to 
v o t e . 

S e c t i o n 9.—No s e c t i o n of the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c 
P a r t y of Canada s h a l l a c t i n c o n j u n c t i o n with any body of 
men not r e c o g n i z i n g the c l a s s s t r u g g l e and the n e c e s s i t y 
of a b o l i s h i n g c a p i t a l i s m . 

S e c t i o n 10.—No person s h a l l be nominated as 
candidate f o r any o f f i c e i n the P r o v i n c i a l or Dominion 
Ex e c u t i v e Committees or any p u b l i c o f f i c e u n l e s s he has 
been a member of the p a r t y f o r a t l e a s t s i x months and has 
i d e n t i f i e d h i m s e l f w i t h the p a r t y by a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
i n i t s work. 

S e c t i o n 1 1 . — A l l candidates f o r any l e g i s l a t i v e 
o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e body s h a l l s i g n f i r s t a r e s i g n a t i o n 
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paper w i t h a blank space f o r date, before the o f f i c i a l 
nomination takes p l a c e , and d e p o s i t same with h i s l o c a l . 

S e c t i o n 12.--The r e s i g n a t i o n signed by any 
member of the P a r t y e l e c t e d t o the P r o v i n c i a l or Dominion 
Pa r l i a m e n t s h a l l be h e l d f o r j o i n t a c t i o n by the l o c a l he 
r e p r e s e n t s and the P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e Committee s u b j e c t 
to referendum. 

S e c t i o n 13.—Any member of the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c 
P a r t y o f Canada, e l e c t e d to a P r o v i n c i a l or the Dominion 
House of P a r l i a m e n t s h a l l devote f o u r months of each year 
to o r g a n i z a t i o n work i n t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e p r o v i n c e , or 
f u r n i s h a s u b s t i t u t e . 

S e c t i o n 14.—Any person may j o i n as a member at 
l a r g e , p r o v i d e d they acknowledge the p l a t f o r m , c o n s t i t u t i o n 
and pledge of membership, by a p p l y i n g to the Dominion 
E x e c u t i v e Committee or the P r o v i n c i a l E x e c u t i v e Committee 
of the P r o v i n c e in.which they r e s i d e . Such member s h a l l 
pay the monthly fee of t w e n t y - f i v e c e n t s . 

S e c t i o n 15.—No person s h a l l become a member of 
any o u t s i d e L o c a l , p r o v i d i n g one e x i s t s i n the l o c a l i t y 
i n which they r e s i d e . 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

The order of business a t a l l business meetings 
of the p a r t y s h a l l be as f o l l o w s : — 

1 — E l e c t i o n of _.. 
2 — Reading of minutes. 
3— - A p p l i c a t i o n s f o r membership. 
4— -Correspondence and b i l l s . 
5 — Report of committees. 
6 — Report of o r g a n i z e r . 
7 — U n f i n i s h e d b u s i n e s s . 
8 — New b u s i n e s s . 
9— -Good of movement. 

1 0 — F i n a n c i a l r e p o r t s . 
1 1 — Motion f o r adjournment. 

• • • • 
PLATFORM 

We, the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y of Canada i n 
convention assembled, a f f i r m our a l l e g i a n c e t o and support 
of, the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t Movement. 

By v i r t u e of the ownership of the means of 
p r o d u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n ( n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , f a c t o r i e s , 
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m i l l s , r a i l r o a d s , e t c . ) a l l w e a l t h t h e workers produce, 
a c c r u e s i n t o t h e hands o f the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s . T h i s 
p r o p e r t y the c a p i t a l i s t defends by means o f t h e s t a t e (the 
army, the navy, the j u d i c i a r y ) . 

The o b j e c t o f the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y i s t o 
educate t h e workers o f Canada t o a c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e i r 
c l a s s p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y , t h e i r economic s e r v i t u d e t o 
the owners o f c a p i t a l , and t o o r g a n i z e t h e m ' i n t o a 
p o l i t i c a l p a r t y t o s e i z e the r e i n s o f government and 
t r a n s f o r m a l l c a p i t a l i s t p r o p e r t y o f the w o r k i n g c l a s s . 
T h i s s o c i a l t r a n s f o r m a t i o n means t h e l i b e r a t i o n n o t o n l y 
o f the p r o l e t a r i a t , b u t o f the whole human r a c e . Only the 
w o r k i n g c l a s s , however, can b r i n g i t about. A l l o t h e r 
c l a s s e s m a i n t a i n t h e i r e x i s t e n c e by s u p p o r t i n g the p r e s e n t 
s o c i a l o r d e r . 

The s t r u g g l e o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s a g a i n s t 
c a p i t a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n produced a c o n s t a n t s t a t e o f 
w a r f a r e between t h e s e two f o r c e s f o r the c o n t r o l o f 
p o l i t i c a l and economic power. 

As a means o f p r e p a r i n g t h e minds of t h e w o r k i n g 
c l a s s f o r the i n a u g u r a t i o n o f the C o - o p e r a t i v e 
Commonwealth, the S o c i a l - D e m o c r a t i c P a r t y o f Canada w i l l 
s u p p o r t any measure t h a t w i l l t e n d t o b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n s 
under c a p i t a l i s m , such a s : 

(1) R e d u c t i o n of hours o f l a b o r . 
(2) The e l i m i n a t i o n o f c h i l d l a b o r . 
(3) U n i v e r s a l a d u l t s u f f r a g e w i t h o u t d i s t i n c t i o n 

o f sex o r r e g a r d t o p r o p e r t y q u a l i f i c a 
t i o n s ; and 

(4) The I n i t i a t i v e , Referendum and R i g h t o f 
R e c a l l . 
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Appendix 7 

MANIFESTO OF SOCIALIST CANDIDATES 
IN VANCOUVER SCHOOL ELECTIONS 

(Western C l a r i o n , January 6, 1906) 

As S o c i a l i s t c a n didates i n the m u n i c i p a l 
campaign of 1906 we stand p r i m a r i l y as advocates o f the 
p r i n c i p l e s of R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s m . We a f f i r m t h a t 
poverty i n i t s e n t i r e t y , and the major p o r t i o n o f crime 
v i c e and wretchedness t h a t p r e v a i l s i n our presen t s o c i a l 
o rder i s the r e s u l t o f the ownership by a p r i v i l e g e d 
m i n o r i t y of the e s s e n t i a l t o o l s o f p r o d u c t i o n . 

Nothing s h o r t of the c o l l e c t i v e ownership by the 
workers themselves of a l l the means o f wealth p r o d u c t i o n 
can g i v e t o the people t h a t happiness and s e c u r i t y which 
i s e s s e n t i a l t o l i f e and l i b e r t y . 

Our m i s s i o n as S o c i a l i s t s i s t o remove l a b o r 
from the category o f commodities, t o a b o l i s h wage s l a v e r y 
and e s t a b l i s h an i n d u s t r i a l democracy i n which f o r the 
f i r s t time i n human h i s t o r y , mankind may be f r e e . 

To t h i s end we must ask always and everywhere i n 
regard t o measures brought f o r t h by governing bodies t o 
which we may be e l e c t e d ; i s t h i s p r o p o s a l i n the i n t e r e s t 
of the working c l a s s ? W i l l i t a i d t h a t c l a s s i n i t s 
s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t c a p i t a l i s t domination? 

I f t h a t q u e s t i o n can be h o n e s t l y answered i n the 
a f f i r m a t i v e , our vote and 4 i n f l u e n c e w i l l be used to f. 
f u r t h e r the proposed measure; i f i t cannot be so answered, 
we remain u n a l t e r a b l y i n o p p o s i t i o n . 

As candidates f o r s c h o o l t r u s t e e we advocate the 
f o l l o w i n g c l a s s e s i n our e d u c a t i o n a l system as being 
d i s t i n c t l y i n the i n t e r e s t of the working c l a s s : 

1) The f r e e supply o f textbooks and a l l 
u t e n s i l s r e q u i r e d by the p u p i l s o f our p u b l i c s c h o o l s ; the 
est a b l i s h m e n t of a complete system of f r e e k i n d e r g a r t e n s 
f o r the young; a g e n e r a l e x t e n s i o n o f manual t r a i n i n g and 
the domestic s c i e n c e s , such as sewing, cooking, e t c . , now 
taught o n l y t o a l i m i t e d e x t e n t . 

2) The e x t e n s i o n o f the H e a l t h Department's 
d u t i e s t o the s c h o o l s , a r e g u l a r i n s p e c t i o n o f a l l p u p i l s 
by competent medical men, the eyes, t e e t h , and g e n e r a l 
h e a l t h being c a r e f u l l y s u p e r v i s e d a t the c i t y ' s expense. 
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3) The s u b s t i t u t i o n o f t e x t b o o k s on h i s t o r y , 
e t h i c s and p o l i t i c a l economy w r i t t e n from t h e w o r k i n g -
c l a s s s t a n d p o i n t f o r t h o s e now i n use t h a t u p h o l d and 
honor th e c a p i t a l i s t system. E s p e c i a l l y w i l l we oppose 
t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o f t h e j i n g o and m i l i t a r y s p i r i t i n t h e 
young and t h e g l o r i f i c a t i o n o f murder and r o b b e r y under t h e 
g u i s e o f war and conquest and i n s t e a d t o seek i n a u g u r a t e 
c o u r s e s o f e x e r c i s e s h a v i n g as t h e i r o b j e c t t h e p h y s i c a l 
and m e n t a l improvement o f t h e c h i l d r e n . 

4) We would recommend l e s s s t i n g i n e s s i n t h e 
payment of t e a c h e r s i n o r d e r t h a t t h e b e s t t a l e n t may be 
a t t r a c t e d t o t h i s most i m p o r t a n t s e r v i c e ; e q u a l s a l a r i e s 
t o male and female t e a c h e r s and no d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a g a i n s t 
t h e m a r r i e d woman as a t e a c h e r . 

In c o n c l u s i o n , our endeavours w i l l be d i r e c t e d 
toward t h e e l e v a t i o n and e d u c a t i o n o f t h e w o r k i n g c l a s s ; 
towards t h e c u l t i v a t i o n i n our upgrowing y o u t h o f a 
s p i r i t o f t r u e d i g n i t y and democracy t h a t w i l l make them 
s t r o n g t o a s s e r t t h e m s e l v e s a g a i n s t t h e o p p r e s s i o n and 
i n j u s t i c e t h a t c o n f r o n t s them t o d a y . 

A . J . W i l k i n s o n 
F. X. Godin 
E r n e s t Burns 
F.M. P a r r 
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Appendix 8 

CONDITIONS FOR JOINING THE COMMUNIST INTERNATIONAL 

Adapted from the Western C l a r i o n , January 1, 1921 

1) D a i l y propaganda must bear a t r u l y 
Communist c h a r a c t e r ; a l l organs of the p r e s s which are i n 
the hands of the Party must be e d i t e d by r e l i a b l e 
Communists who have proven t h e i r l o y a l t y to the cause of 
the p r o l e t a r i a n r e v o l u t i o n . 

2) Each o r g a n i z a t i o n w i s h i n g to j o i n the 
Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l s h a l l be bound t o remove 
s y s t e m a t i c a l l y and r e g u l a r l y from a l l r e s p o n s i b l e p o s t s i n 
the Labour movement a l l r e f o r m i s t s and p a r t i s a n s of the 
" c e n t r e " and to r e p l a c e them by Communists without 
t r o u b l i n g about the f a c t s t h a t i n the beginning i t might 
be necessary to r e p l a c e "experience" men by r a n k - a n d - f i l e 
workmen. 

3) In a l l c o u n t r i e s where i n consequence of 
m a r t i a l law of e x c e p t i o n a l laws the Communists are unable 
to c a r r y on t h e i r work l a w f u l l y , a combination of l a w f u l 
and i l l e g a l work i s a b s o l u t e l y necessary. 

4) An i n s i s t e n t , s y s t e m a t i c propaganda and 
a g i t a t i o n s i n the army i s necessary and the formation of 
Communist n u c l e i i n each m i l i t a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

5) A systematic and r e g u l a r propaganda i n the 
r u r a l d i s t r i c t s i s necessary.... 

6) Every p a r t y d e s i r o u s of j o i n i n g the T h i r d 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s bound t o denounce notvonly open s o c i a l 
p a t r i o t i s m but a l s o the f a l s e h o o d and h y p o c r i s y of s o c i a l -
p a c i f i s m ; i t must s y s t e m a t i c a l l y demonstrate to the work
men t h a t without a r e v o l u t i o n a r y overthrow of c a p i t a l i s m 
no i n t e r n a t i o n a l a r b i t r a t i o n , no t a l k of disarmament, no 
democratic r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of the League of Nations w i l l be 
able t o save mankind from new i m p e r i a l i s t wars. 

7) P a r t i e s d e s i r o u s of j o i n i n g the Communist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l s h a l l be bound to r e c o g n i z e the n e c e s s i t y of 
a complete and a b s o l u t e rupture w i t h reformism and the 
p o l i c y of the c e n t r i s t s and to propagate t h i s r u p t u r e 
among the widest c i r c l e s of members of the P a r t y . 

8}) ... s h a l l be bound t o denounce without any 
mercy a l l the t r i c k s of " i t s own" i m p e r i a l i s t s i n the 
c o l o n i e s , s u p p o r t i n g not i n words o n l y but i n deeds a l l 
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l i b e r a t i o n movements i n the c o l o n i e s . I t must demand the 
e x p u l s i o n of i t s own i m p e r i a l i s t s from such c o l o n i e s . . . . 

9) ... bound t o c a r r y out a sy s t e m a t i c and 
p e r s i s t e n t Communist work i n the l a b o r unions, co
o p e r a t i v e s and ot h e r l a b o r o r g a n i z a t i o n s of the masses. 
I t i s necessary t o form Communist n u c l e i w i t h i n these 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s . 

10) Any p a r t y b e l o n g i n g t o the Communist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l i s bound t o c a r r y on a stubborn s t r u g g l e 
a g a i n s t the Amsterdam " I n t e r n a t i o n a l " o f the Yellow Labor 
Unions. ... must propagate the n e c e s s i t y o f a r u p t u r e 
with the ye l l o w Amsterdam I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

11) ... s h a l l be bound t o r e i n s p e c t the person
n e l of t h e i r p a r l i a m e n t a r y f a c t i o n s not v e r b a l l y o n l y , but 
i n r e a l i t y t o the C e n t r a l Committee of the Pa r t y and 
demand from each p r o l e t a r i a n Communist t o submit h i s whole 
work to the i n t e r e s t s o f r e a l r e v o l u t i o n a r y propaganda. 

12) In the same way should a l l the p e r i o d i c a l 
and other p r e s s and a l l p u b l i c a t i o n s be f u l l y s ubordinated 
to the C e n t r a l Committee, whether the Pa r t y as a whole at 
the g i v e n moment i s l a w f u l or i l l e g a l ; i t i s q u i t e i n a d 
m i s s i b l e t h a t any p u b l i s h e r s abusing t h e i r autonomy might 
c a r r y on a p o l i c y d i f f e r e n t from t h a t of the P a r t y . 

13) The p a r t i e s b e l o n g i n g t o the Communist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l s h a l l be o r g a n i z e d on the p r i n c i p l e s of  
democratic c e n t r a l i s m . At the pr e s e n t moment of acute 
c i v i l war the Communist Pa r t y w i l l be ab l e t o f u l f i l l i t s 
duty o n l y i f i t i s o r g a n i z e d i n the most c e n t r a l i z e d form, 
i f i t i s r u l e d by an i r o n d i s c i p l i n e , almost a m i l i t a r y 
one, and i f i t s Pa r t y c e n t r e i s an organ of a u t h o r i t y w i t h 
f u l l power.... 

14) Where Communists c a r r y on t h e i r work 
l a w f u l l y , p a r t y must p e r i o d i c a l l y conduct a r e - i . " r ' •"•r-" 
r e g i s t r a t i o n t o weed from the p a r t y a l l bourgeois elements 
t h a t may have c r e p t i n . 

15) ... bound t o render a l l p o s s i b l e a i d t o the 
S o v i e t R e p u b l i c s i n t h e i r s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t counter
r e v o l u t i o n a r y f o r c e s . ... r e f u s e t o t r a n s p o r t o b j e c t s o f 
m i l i t a r y equipment addressed t o the enemies of the S o v i e t 
R e p u b l i c s . ... c a r r y out propaganda a g a i n s t the troops 
sent a g a i n s t the S o v i e t R e p u b l i c s . 

16) P a r t i e s which up to the pr e s e n t time have 
stood upon the o l d S o c i a l and Democratic programmes must 
r e v i s e them i n conformity w i t h the s p e c i a l c o n d i t i o n s o f 
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t h e i r country and i n accordance w i t h the r e s o l u t i o n s o f 
the Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l . ... the programme of each 
Pa r t y must be confirmed by the next Congress of the 
Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l or i t s Ex e c u t i v e Committee. 

17) A l l the r e s o l u t i o n s o f the congresses of the 
Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l are b i n d i n g f o r a l l p a r t i e s 
j o i n i n g the I n t e r n a t i o n a l . The Communist I n t e r n a t i o n a l , 
o p e r a t i n g under the c o n d i t i o n s o f most acute c i v i l war
f a r e , must be o r g a n i z e d i n a more c e n t r a l i z e d form than 
the Second I n t e r n a t i o n a l . 

18) A l l d e s i r i n g t o j o i n the Communist 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l must a l t e r t h e i r names to the Communist 
Party of such-and-such a country. I t i s ' necessary t h a t 
each r a n k - a n d - f i l e worker should be able to d i s t i n g u i s h 
c l e a r l y the d i f f e r e n c e between the Communist p a r t i e s and 
the o l d o f f i c i a l " S o c i a l Democratic" or " S o c i a l i s t " 
p a r t i e s which have betrayed the cause of the working 
c l a s s . 



449 

Appendix 9 

CONSTITUTION OF THE CANADIAN LABOR PARTY 1923 

(Source: Angus Mcln n i s C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.C.) 

I. NAME 

The Canadian Labor P a r t y . 

I I . MEMBERSHIP 

The Canadian Labor P a r t y s h a l l c o n s i s t o f 
P r o v i n c i a l S e c t i o n s c o f the Canadian Labor P a r t y , and 
these P r o v i n c i a l S e c t i o n s s h a l l be c o n s t i t u t e d on a p l a n 
to be decided by a P r o v i n c i a l Convention. 

I I I . PARTY OBJECTS 

(a) To o r g a n i z e and m a i n t a i n i n the F e d e r a l 
Parliament and i n the country a p o l i t i c a l Labor P a r t y , and 
to ensure the es t a b l i s h m e n t of a P r o v i n c i a l S e c t i o n o f the 
Par t y i n each Provi n c e o f the Dominion. 

(b) To co-operate w i t h the E x e c u t i v e C o u n c i l o f 
the Trades and Labor Congress of Canada, or oth e r k i n d e r e d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , i n j o i n t p o l i t i c a l o r oth e r a c t i o n i n 
harmony w i t h the p a r t y c o n s t i t u t i o n and Standing Orders. 

(c) To g i v e e f f e c t , as f a r as may be p r a c t i 
c a b l e , t o the p r i n c i p l e s from time t o time approved by 
the P a r t y Conventions. 

(d) To u n i f y the p o l i t i c a l powers of the 
workers, whether hand or b r a i n , f o r the purpose of 
s e c u r i n g f o r themselves the f u l l f r u i t s of t h e i r i n d u s t r y ; 
and g e n e r a l l y t o promote the p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and 
economic emancipation o f the people. 

(e) To co-operate w i t h the Labor and S o c i a l i s t 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s i n other c o u n t r i e s and t o a s s i s t i n 
o r g a n i z i n g a F e d e r a t i o n of Nations f o r the maintenance of 
the Freedom and Peace, f o r the es t a b l i s h m e n t o f s u i t a b l e 
machinery f o r the adjustment and settlement of 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l Disputes by C o n c i l i a t i o n or J u d i c a l 
A r b i t r a t i o n , and f o r such I n t e r n a t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n as 
may be p r a c t i c a b l e . 
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IV. PARTY PROGRAMME 

Preamble: We have i n v i e w a complete change i n 
our p r e s e n t economic and s o c i a l system. I n t h i s we 
r e c o g n i z e our s o l i d a r i t y w i t h t h e w o r kers w o r l d o v e r . As 
a means t o t h i s end and i n o r d e r t o meet t h e p r e s e n t 
p r e s s i n g needs, we recommend t h e f o l l o w i n g p l a t f o r m : -

(1) Unemployment - S t a t e I n s u r a n c e a g a i n s t 
unemployment, c h a r g e a b l e t o i n d u s t r y . 

(2) P u b l i c ownership and d e m o c r a t i c c o n t r o l o f 
p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s . 

(3) E l e c t o r a l Reform. P r o p o r t i o n a l Represen
t a t i o n . Names i n s t e a d o f E l e c t i o n D e p o s i t . E x t e n s i o n o f 
v o t i n g f a c i l i t i e s . 

(4) O l d age p e n s i o n s , h e a l t h and d i s a b i l i t y 
i n s u r a n c e . 

(5) A b o l i t i o n o f N o n - E l e c t i v e L e g i s l a t i v e 
B o d i e s . 

(6) I n t e r n a t i o n a l Disarmament. 

(7) D i r e c t L e g i s l a t i o n - I n i t i a t i v e 
r e ferendum, R e c a l l . 

(3) Enactment o f recommendations o f 
Washington Labor C o n f e r e n c e , e s p e c i a l l y t h e E i g h t - H o u r 
Day. 

(9) R e p e a l o f amendment t o I m m i g r a t i o n A c t 
p r o v i d i n g f o r d e p o r t a t i o n o f B r i t i s h S u b j e c t s . 

(10) Removal o f t a x a t i o n on t h e n e c e s s i t i e s o f 
l i f e , t a x a t i o n o f l a n d v a l u e s , and a b o l i t i o n o f f i s c a l 
l e g i s l a t i o n w h i c h l e a d s t o c l a s s p r i v i l e g e s . 

(11) N a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f t h e B a n k i n g system. 

(12) C a p i t a l l e v y f o r r e d u c t i o n o f War d e b t . 

(a) ( I t ) s h a l l be t h e d u t y o f t h e P a r t y C o n v e n t i o n t o 
d e c i d e , from t i m e t o t i m e , what s p e c i a l p r o p o s a l s o f 
l e g i s l a t i o n , f i n a n c i a l , o r a d m i n i s t r a t i v e r e f o r m s h a l l 
r e c e i v e t h e g e n e r a l s u p p o r t o f t h e P a r t y , and be promoted, 
as o c c a s i o n may p r e s e n t i t s e l f , by t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e 
and t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y Labor P a r t y ; p r o v i d i n g t h a t no such 
p r o p o s a l s h a l l be made d e f i n i t e l y p a r t o f t h e G e n e r a l 
Programme o f t h e P a r t y u n l e s s i t has been adopted by t h e 
C o n f e r e n c e by a m a j o r i t y o f not l e s s t h a n t w o - t h i r d s o f 
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the votes recorded. 

(b) I t s h a l l be the duty of the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e 
and the Par l i a m e n t a r y Labor P a r t y , p r i o r t o every g e n e r a l 
e l e c t i o n , t o d e f i n e the p r i n c i p a l i s s u e s f o r the e l e c t i o n 
which i n t h e i r judgment should be made the s p e c i a l P a r t y 
programme f o r t h a t p a r t i c u l a r e l e c t i o n campaign, which 
s h a l l be i s s u e d as a manifesto by the e x e c u t i v e t o a l l 
c o n s t i t u e n c i e s where a l a b o r candidate i s s t a n d i n g . 

(c) I t s h a l l be the duty of every P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the P a r t y to be guided by the d e c i s i o n s 
of the meetings of such Pa r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , 
w i t h a view t o g i v i n g e f f e c t t o the d e c i s i o n s of the 
Party conference as t o the g e n e r a l programme of the Pa r t y . 

V. THE PARTY CONVENTION 

(1) The work of the Pa r t y s h a l l be under the 
d i r e c t i o n and c o n t r o l o f the Pa r t y Convention, which s h a l l 
i t s e l f be s u b j e c t t o the C o n s t i t u t i o n and Standing Orders 
of the P a r t y . The Pa r t y Conference s h a l l meet r e g u l a r l y 
once i n each year , and a l s o at such other times as i t may 
be convened by the N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e . 

(2) The Party Convention s h a l l be c o n s t i t u t e d 
as f o l l o w s : - P r o v i n c i a l S e c t i o n s a f f i l i a t e d t o the 
Canadian Labor Party s h a l l send one delegate f o r the 
c h a r t e r and one f o r each 500 members or m a j o r i t y f r a c t i o n 
t h e r e o f on which fees are p a i d . 

V I . THE NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

(a) There s h a l l be a N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e of the P a r t y 
c o n s i s t i n g o f the P r e s i d e n t , V i c e - P r e s i d e n t and S e c r e t a r y -
T r e a s u r e r , e l e c t e d at the annual convention, and one 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e from each P r o v i n c i a l S e c t i o n t o be e l e c t e d 
at the annual conventions of the v a r i o u s P r o v i n c i a l 
S e c t i o n s , and t h i s N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e s h a l l , s u b j e c t t o 
the c o n t r o l and d i r e c t i o n s o f the Party Conference, be 
the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a u t h o r i t y o f the Pa r t y . 

(b) The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e s h a l l be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 
the conduct of the g e n e r a l work of the P a r t y , and s h a l l 
take steps t o ensure t h a t the Pa r t y i s rep r e s e n t e d by a 
p r o p e r l y c o n s t i t u t e d o r g a n i z a t i o n i n each P r o v i n c e . I t 
s h a l l g i v e e f f e c t t o the d e c i s i o n s of the Pa r t y conference; 
and i t s h a l l i n t e r p r e t the C o n s t i t u t i o n and Standing 
Orders and Rules of -the Pa r t y i n a l l cases of d i s p u t e , 
s u b j e c t t o an appeal t o the next r e g u l a r annual 
convention by the o r g a n i z a t i o n or person concerned. 
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(c) The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e s h a l l c o n f e r w i t h t h e 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y L a b or P a r t y a t the o p e n i n g o f each 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y s e s s i o n ; and a l s o a t any o t h e r t i m e when t h e 
N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e o r t h e P a r l i a m e n t a r y P a r t y may d e s i r e 
such c o n f e r e n c e on any m a t t e r s r e l a t i n g t o t h e work and 
p r o g r e s s o f t h e P a r t y , o r t o the e f f o r t s n e c e s s a r y t o g i v e 
e f f e c t t o t h e G e n e r a l Programme o f t h e P a r t y . 

V I I . PARLIAMENTARY CANDIDATURES 

(a) The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e s h a l l c o - o p e r a t e w i t h t h e 
P r o v i n c i a l S e c t i o n s o f t h e GfLvP,-?. i n any c o n s t i t u e n c y w i t h 
a view t o n o m i n a t i n g a L a b or C a n d i d a t e i n any P a r l i a m e n 
t a r y C a n d i d a t e can be r e g a r d e d as f i n a l l y adopted f o r a 
c o n s t i t u e n c y as a c a n d i d a t e o f the Labor P a r t y h i s 
c a n d i d a t u r e must be s a n c t i o n e d by t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e . 

(b) C a n d i d a t e s approved by t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e 
s h a l l appear b e f o r e t h e i r c o n s t i t u e n t s under th e 
d e s i g n a t i o n o f "Labor C a n d i d a t e s " o n l y . I n any G e n e r a l 
E l e c t i o n t h e y s h a l l i n c l u d e i n t h e i r e l e c t i o n a d d r e s s e s 
and g i v e prominence i n t h e i r campaigns t o t h e i s s u e s f o r 
the e l e c t i o n as d e f i n e d by t h e N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e from th e 
G e n e r a l P a r t y Programme. I f t h e y a r e e l e c t e d t h e y s h a l l 
a c t i n harmony w i t h t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n and S t a n d i n g Orders 
of t h e P a r t y i n s e e k i n g t o d i s c h a r g e t h e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s 
e s t a b l i s h e d by P a r l i a m e n t a r y p r a c t i c e . 

V I I I . AFFILIATION FEES 

P r o v i n c i a l S e c t i o n s c o m p r i s i n g t h e Canadian 
Labor P a r t y s h a l l pay i n t o the P a r t y T r e a s u r y a p e r 
c a p i t a t a x o f one c e n t p e r y e a r on a l l t h e i r p a i d - u p 
members. 

STANDING ORDERS 

I . ANNUAL CONVENTIONS 

(1) The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e s h a l l convene the a n n u a l 
P a r t y C o n v e n t i o n a t t h e t i m e and p l a c e a p p o i n t e d f o r t h e 
a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n o f t h e Trades and Labor Congress o f 
Canada and s h a l l convene o t h e r S e s s i o n s o f t h e P a r t y 
c o n v e n t i o n from t i m e t o time as may be r e q u i r e d . 

(2) I n t h e e vent o f i t b e i n g n e c e s s a r y t o convene 
the P a r t y C o n f e r e n c e upon s h o r t n o t i c e , i n ' o r d e r t o d e a l 
w i t h some sudden emergency, the S e c r e t a r i e s o f - a f f i l i a t e d 
S e c t i o n s s h a l l , on r e c e i v i n g t h e summons, i n s t a n t l y t a k e 
such a c t i o n as may be n e c e s s a r y t o e n a b l e t h e S e c t i o n t o 
be r e p r e s e n t e d , i n accordance w i t h t h e r u l e s . 
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(3) Any s e s s i o n o f t h e P a r t y C o n v e n t i o n summoned :/T 

w i t h l e s s t h a n t e n days* n o t i c e s h a l l c o n f i n e i t s 
b u s i n e s s s t r i c t l y t o t h a t r e l a t i n g t o t h e emergency wh i c h 
cannot w i t h o u t d e t r i m e n t t o t h e P a r t y be postponed. 

.(4) P e r s o n s e l i g i b l e as d e l e g a t e s must be p a y i n g 
bona f i d e members. 

I I . AGENDA 

(1) N o t i c e o f r e s o l u t i o n s f o r t h e annua l c o n v e n t i o n 
s h a l l be s e n t t o t h e S e c r e t a r y a t the o f f i c e o f the P a r t y 
n o t l a t e r t h a n J u l y 1 s t , f o r i n c l u s i o n i n t h e f i r s t Agenda 
whi c h s h a l l f o r t h w i t h be i s s u e d t o the a f f i l i a t e d S e c t i o n s . 

(2) N o t i c e o f amendments t o t h e r e s o l u t i o n s i n t h e 
f i r s t agenda s h a l l be f o r w a r d e d t o t h e S e c r e t a r y not 
l a t e r t h a n t e n days p r i o r t o o p e n i n g o f C o n v e n t i o n , f o r 
i n c l u s i o n i n t h e f i n a l agenda o f t h e A n n u a l C o n v e n t i o n . 

(3) No b u s i n e s s w h i c h does not a r i s e out o f the 
Agenda s h a l l be c o n s i d e r e d by t h e P a r t y c o n v e n t i o n w i t h o u t 
t w o - t h i r d s v o t e o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n . 

I I I . VOTING 

C o n v e n t i o n d e c i s i o n s s h a l l be r e a c h e d by t h e 
c a s t i n g o f v o t e s on t h e b a s i s o f one d e l e g a t e one v o t e , 
and a m a j o r i t y o f t h e v o t e s c a s t s h a l l d e t e r m i n e t h e 
r e s u l t , e x c e p t i f o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d by t h e C o n s t i t u t i o n . 

IV. NATIONAL EXECUTIVE 

(1) The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e s h a l l be e l e c t e d by t h e 
a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n , t h e c a n d i d a t e s b e i n g c o n f i n e d t o 
d e l e g a t e s e l e c t e d t o a t t e n d the a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n . 

(2) The N a t i o n a l E x e c u t i v e s h a l l p r e s e n t t o t h e 
a n n u a l c o n v e n t i o n a r e p o r t c o v e r i n g t h e work and p r o g r e s s 
of t h e p a r t y d u r i n g i t s y e a r o f o f f i c e , t o g e t h e r w i t h a 
f i n a n c i a l s t a tement and a c c o u n t s d u l y a u d i t e d . 

(3) The c o n s e n t o f c a n d i d a t e s must be s e c u r e d b e f o r e 
t h e i r n o m i n a t i o n f o r o f f i c e . 

(4) T h i s C o n s t i t u t i o n can o n l y be amended a t the 
Annual C o n v e n t i o n o f t h e P a r t y . 
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PLATFORM AND MANIFESTO OF INDEPENDENT LABOR PARTY 

(Source: Angus M%Innis C o l l e c t i o n , U.B.C.) 

The Independent Labor P a r t y i s formed 
f o r the purpose of c r e a t i n g a Working 
C l a s s Consciousness w i t h a view of 
s e c u r i n g the C o l l e c t i v e Ownership and 
the Democratic C o n t r o l of the means 
of wealth p r o d u c t i o n . 

P r i v a t e Ownership of the means of wealth pro
d u c t i o n (lands, f o r e s t s , mines, f i s h e r i e s , m i l l s and 
f a c t o r i e s ) , i s the b a s i s of the presen t system of s o c i e t y . 
The ownership of these n a t u r a l resources and the machinery 
of p r o d u c t i o n i s v e s t e d i n a s m a l l m i n o r i t y o f the people, 
who, because of t h i s ownership, c o n s t i t u t e the r e a l r u l e r s 
of the country--the r u l i n g c l a s s . 

T h i s c l a s s ownership of the means of l i f e , w ith 
the r e s t r i c t i o n s and a p p r o p r i a t i o n of the f r u i t s of l a b o r 
n e c e s s a r i l y f o l l o w i n g from i t , i s the r o o t cause of the 
pr e s e n t i n s e c u r i t y and p r i v a t i o n s u f f e r e d by the working 
c l a s s . 

The l a r g e m a j o r i t y of the p e o p l e — t h e working 
c l a s s — b e i n g p r o p e r t y l e s s , must o b t a i n the n e c e s s i t i e s of 
l i f e through the o n l y way open t o them, i . e . , by s e l l i n g 
t h e i r l a b o r power. But the onl y c o n d i t i o n upon which they 
can do so i s t h a t a p r o f i t must accrue t o the owning c l a s s 
from the pr o c e s s . P r o f i t s f o r the few and not the needs 
o f the many i s the motive u n d e r l y i n g p r o d u c t i o n . 

The farmer, d e s p i t e the semblance of ownership 
which appears from the occupancy of the land and the 
machinery w i t h which he works i t , i s i n approximately the 
same p o s i t i o n as the p r o p e r t y l e s s wage-worker. The 
wage-worker s e l l s h i s l a b o r power d i r e c t t o the c a p i t a l i s t 
c l a s s f o r a p r i c e (wages),.and t h a t which he produces 
belongs t o the p a r t y employing him or her. The farmer 
c o n v e r t s h i s l a b o r power i n t o o t h e r commodities (wheat, 
oa t s , e t c . ) , which he must dispose o f i n the open market, 
having l i t t l e o r no c o n t r o l over the p r i c e of h i s product. 



455 

The r e s u l t of h i s t o i l passes i n t o the hands of the 
c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s i n r e n t , i n t e r e s t , and p r o f i t , j u s t as 
s u r e l y and completely as does the product of the l a b o r of 
the wage-worker,, which he (the wage-worker) leaves i n :the 
m i l l or f a c t o r y when the w h i s t l e blows a t the end of the 
day. 

The p r o d u c t i o n and d i s t r i b u t i o n of the t h i n g s 
e s s e n t i a l t o our needs has reached a stage of development 
i n which i t r e q u i r e s the a c t i v e c o - o p e r a t i o n of 
p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the, p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s i n s o c i e t y ; s o c i a l 
p r o d u c t i o n has superseded i n d i v i d u a l p r o d u c t i o n . Our 
u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e i s , t h e r e f o r e , the c o l l e c t i v e ownership 
of t h i n g s c o l l e c t i v e l y produced and c o l l e c t i v e l y used. 
The need and w e l l - b e i n g of s o c i e t y must be the r e g u l a t o r 
of p r o d u c t i o n . 

Present governments are c o n t r o l l e d by the same 
people who own and c o n t r o l the f i n a n c i a l and i n d u s t r i a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s of the country, and i s t h e r e f o r e used^in 
t h e i r i n t e r e s t . Under these c o n d i t i o n s the w e l f a r e of the 
masses i s a subordinate c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

R e a l i z i n g t h i s , i t l o g i c a l l y f o l l o w s t h a t the 
working c l a s s can not improve t h e i r c o n d i t i o n i n any 
permanent way u n t i l they assume the powers and f u n c t i o n s 
of the s t a t e . T h i s can be accomplished i n t h i s country 
by t a k i n g advantage of our p o l i t i c a l p r i v i l e g e s and 
e l e c t i n g working c l a s s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o a l l l e g i s l a t i v e 
and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e b o d i e s . The working c l a s s i t s e l f must 
be i t s own emancipator. 

Taking i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n the I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
aspect of the development of c a p i t a l i s m and the i n t e r 
dependence of each country upon a l l other c o u n t r i e s f o r 
even the p a r t i a l f u n c t i o n i n g of the p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s t h a t 
o b t a i n today, we r e a l i z e the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of the working 
c l a s s of any one c o u n t r y — e v e n i f the e n t i r e government 
was w i t h i n i t s c o n t r o l - - f o r m u l a t i n g and c a r r y i n g out, 
unaided, a complete programme of " s o c i a l i z a t i o n . We 
t h e r e f o r e pledge our support and c o - o p e r a t i o n to a l l 
groups, of whatever n a t i o n a l i t y , having s i m i l a r aims. 

The pr e s e n t p r o d u c t i v e f o r c e s of s o c i e t y are 
q u i t e s u f f i c i e n t t o supply our every need and comfort; but 
the p r e s e n t system of p r o d u c t i o n and a p p r o p r i a t i o n denies 
t o the g r e a t mass of the people the bare n e c e s s i t i e s of 
l i f e . While the few r e v e l i n wealth and l u x u r y m i l l i o n s 
are done t o death by slow s t a r v a t i o n . Knowledge of the 
cause of t h i s phenomenon i s a b s o l u t e l y e s s e n t i a l t o 
i n t e l l i g e n t a c t i o n . 
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C l a s s ownership of the means of p r o d u c t i o n ; 
c l a s s a p p r o p r i a t i o n of the s o c i a l product of l a b o r , i s 
the cause of t h i s d e n i a l t o the workers of an o p p o r t u n i t y 
to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the f r u i t s o f t h e i r l a b o r . 

C o l l e c t i v e ownership of the means of p r o d u c t i o n ; 
s o c i a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n of t h a t which i s s o c i a l l y produced, 
i s the onl y means t o end e x p l o i t a t i o n . 

In the f o r e g o i n g we have given.an o u t l i n e as 
b r i e f and c o n c i s e as p o s s i b l e , of present-day s o c i e t y , and 
the fundamental change necessary t o e s t a b l i s h a system by 
which the community w i l l own, or g a n i z e and c o n t r o l i t s 
resources f o r the b e n e f i t of a l l . 

The Independent Labor P a r t y , as a s o c i a l i s t 
p a r t y , holds t h a t L t h e d i f f i c u l t i e s which the working c l a s s 
i s l a b o r i n g under can onl y be removed by a change i n our 
economic system. F o r t h i s reason we do not put forward 
any lengthy l i s t o o f immediate aims. 

The f u n c t i o n of the p a r t y i s t o organize and t o 
educate the workers along p o l i t i c a l l i n e s as the s u r e s t 
and s a f e s t way t o get c o n t r o l o f the powers of government. 
Once having secured t h a t power i t w i l l be used t o l i b e r a t e 
where i t i s now used t o oppress. 

By working c l a s s we mean a l l the people who must 
l a b o r by hand or b r a i n and have no other means of support. 

While we r e a l i z e t h a t economic c o n d i t i o n s , t o a 
l a r g e e x t e n t , determine the p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and economic 
a s p i r a t i o n s of a people, y e t we do not c o n s i d e r economic 
c o n d i t i o n s as the s o l e f a c t o r s t h a t govern l i v e s and 
a c t i o n s . Fears and p r e j u d i c e s , customs and t r a d i t i o n s are 
a l s o determining f a c t o r s i n our l i v e s . 

Before the workers can advance t o power they 
must ga i n c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e i r own a b i l i t y as o r g a n i z e r s , 
l e g i s l a t o r s and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , and the bes t way to c r e a t e 
t h a t confidence i s by c o n t e s t i n g the e l e c t i o n t o every 
e l e c t i v e o f f i c e . 

On the p l a t f o r m , we s h a l l endeavor t o i n s t i l l 
i n t o the minds of the people a knowledge of t h e i r s o c i a l 
and economic p o s i t i o n i n s o c i e t y , and a l s o of t h e i r power; 
and c r e a t e a d e s i r e " f o r freedom i n the shaping of t h e i r 
own d e s t i n y . A t the c o u n c i l t a b l e we s h a l l use our 
i n f l u e n c e i n keeping and extending the c o n t r o l of the 
people over p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s . In p a r l i a m e n t we s h a l l sup
p o r t a l l l e g i s l a t i v e measures having f o r t h e i r purpose the 
betterment of w o r k i n g - c l a s s c o n d i t i o n s , but we maintain 
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t h a t so long as the workers are content to s e l l t h e i r 
l i f e ' s energy i n the market, they must accept the 
c o n d i t i o n s which the f l u c t u a t i o n s of t h a t market e n t a i l s . 
We s h a l l accept reforms t o strengthen our p o s i t i o n , but 
our u l t i m a t e o b j e c t i v e i s the S o c i a l i s t S t a t e . 
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Appendix 11 

PLATFORM OF THE REVOLUTIONARY SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA 

(Source: The Independent, May 24, 1902) 

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada i n 
convention assembled a f f i r m s a l l e g i a n c e t o and support o f 
the p r i n c i p l e s and program of the i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e v o l u 
t i o n a r y p r o l e t a r i a t . 

The i r r e p r e s s i b l e c o n f l i c t of i n t e r e s t between 
the c a p i t a l i s t s and the wage earners i s r a p i d l y c u l m i 
n a t i n g i n a s t r u g g l e f o r the r e i n s of government. The 
c a p i t a l i s t s now h o l d p o s s e s s i o n c o f and are thus able t o 
mai n t a i n t h e i r economic domination over the workers. The 
workers are about t o -take p o s s e s s i o n f o r the purpose of 
e n f o r c i n g their.-economic program by becoming masters of 
the wealth they produce. To continue the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s 
i n the p o s s e s s i o n of the l e g i s l a t i v e and e x e c u t i v e powers 
of government, means but to pr o l o n g the wage s l a v e system 
wit h i t s t e r r i b l e consequences to the workers. The 
c a p i t a l i s t system w i t h i t s p r o f i t s f o r masters and wages 
f o r s l a v e s , can gi v e t o the l a t t e r o n l y an ever i n c r e a s i n g 
measure of misery and de g r a d a t i o n . The c a p i t a l i s t system 
i s based on the one fundamental p r o p o s i t i o n of C a p i t a l i s t 
ownership of the means of wealth p r o d u c t i o n f o r p r o f i t . 

S t r i p p e d o f a l l sham and h y p o c r i s y , i t i s the 
p o l i t i c a l and economic program of a l l p a r t i e s except o f 
the r e v o l u t i o n a r y working c l a s s . The i n t e r e s t o f the 
workers l i e s i n the d i r e c t i o n o f s e t t i n g themselves f r e e 
from c a p i t a l i s t e x p l o i t a t i o n , by the a b o l i t i o n of the wage 
system. To accomplish t h i s n e c e s s i t a t e s the t r a n s f o r m a t i o n 
o f c a p i t a l i s t p r o p e r t y i n the means of wealth p r o d u c t i o n , 
i n t o c o l l e c t i v e or-working c l a s s p r o p e r t y . We, t h e r e f o r e , 
c a l l on a l l wage earners and oth e r decent c i t i z e n s t o 
orga n i z e under the banner of The R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t 
P a r t y o f Canada, w i t h the o b j e c t of conquering the p u b l i c 
powers, f o r the purpose o f s e t t i n g up and e n f o r c i n g the 
economic program of the working c l a s s as f o l l o w s : 

1) The t r a n s f o r m a t i o n as r a p i d l y as p o s s i b l e of 
c a p i t a l i s t p r o p e r t y i n the means of wealth 
p r o d u c t i o n ( n a t u r a l r e s o u r c e s , f a c t o r i e s , 
m i l l s , r a i l w a y s , etc.) i n t o the c o l l e c t i v e 
p r o p e r t y of the working c l a s s . 

2) Thorough and democratic o r g a n i z a t i o n and 
management of i n d u s t r y by the workers. 
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3) The e s t a b l i s h m e n t , , as s p e e d i l y as p o s s i b l e , 
o f p r o d u c t i o n f o r use i n l i e u o f p r o d u c t i o n 
f o r p r o f i t . 

4) C a n d i d a t e s f o r p u b l i c o f f i c e upon t h e t i c k e t 
o f the R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t P a r t y s h a l l , 
by the ac c e p t a n c e o f such n o m i n a t i o n , s t a n d 
p l e d g e d t o the u n q u a l i f i e d s u p p o r t o f the 
p r i n c i p l e s and program h e r e i n s e t f o r t h . 
They s h a l l , i n case o f e l e c t i o n , use e v e r y 
l e g i t i m a t e means w i t h i n t h e i r power, t o 
f u r t h e r such p r i n c i p l e s and program, and 
c o n t e n t and p r e v e n t i f p o s s i b l e , the^.adoption 
o f any measure i n c o n t r a v e n t i o n t h e r e t o . 

The R e v o l u t i o n a r y S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o f Canada 
p r o c l a i m s i t s e l f t h e p o l i t i c a l exponent of w o r k i n g c l a s s 
i n t e r e s t . I t w i l l d e v i a t e n e i t h e r t o t h e r i g h t n o r c t h e 
l e f t o f t h e f i n e l i n e l a i d down i n i t s p l a t f o r m . I t w i l l 
n e i t h e r endorse o r a c c e p t endorsement. I t has no compro
mise t o make. 

The pathway l e a d i n g t o our e m a n c i p a t i o n from,the 
c h a i n s o f wage s l a v e r y i s uncompromising p o l i t i c a l w a r f a r e 
a g a i n s t the c a p i t a l i s t c l a s s , w i t h no q u a r t e r and no 
s u r r e n d e r . 
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Appendix 12 

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF CANADA 
IN ONTARIO 

When the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y of O n t a r i o requested 
the SPBC to "go n a t i o n a l " , they undoubtedly r a i s e d f a l s e 
hopes i n B.C. In r e a l i t y the O n t a r i o group was h a r d l y 
l a r g e enough to c a l l i t s e l f a p a r t y , c o n s i s t i n g as i t d i d 
of some two dozen s t a l w a r t s i n Toronto. W i l f r e d G r i b b l e 
r e c a l l e d the n i g h t they decided t o a f f i l i a t e w i t h the 
SPBC: "going down ... t o the Temperance H a l l on B a t h u r s t 
St. t o f i n d a l i t t l e bunch there f a n n i n g the (then) 
f e e b l y b u r n i n g flame of R e v o l u t i o n " . 1 When the Toronto 
group f o r m a l l y became p a r t of the SPC on January 31, 1905, 
they decided to pay dues d i r e c t l y t o the Vancouver group. 
I t was two years b e f o r e O n t a r i o f i n a l l y e l e c t e d i t s own 
P.E.C. 

From the b e g i n n i n g the Toronto s o c i a l i s t s 
o r g a n i z e d along e t h n i c l i n e s . During 1905 a Jewish branch 
of the Toronto l o c a l was formed, and i n 1906 F i n n i s h and 
I t a l i a n branches were a l s o formed. In the s p r i n g of 1906, 
CM. O'Brien was sent out from Vancouver on an o r g a n i z i n g 
t o u r . He gave t a l k s and l e c t u r e s i n twenty-two O n t a r i o 
towns and c i t i e s , but o r g a n i z e d o n l y one l o c a l i n B e r l i n . 
He found t h a t the people i n O n t a r i o had not been educated 
to the f a c t t h a t t h e r e i s "only one source of robbery, 
i . e . , when workers surrender t h e i r labour power f o r 
wages". 2 His p o l i c y was not to o r g a n i z e l o c a l s u n t i l the 
comrades understood and were ready t o f u l l y accept the 
p l a t f o r m of the SPC. By mid-1906 there were fo u r l o c a l s 
i n O n t a r i o : Hamilton, B e r l i n , . P o r t A r t h u r and Toronto. 
The s i z e o f the f i r s t t h r e e i s unknown, but Toronto had 
some three hundred members. 3 The f o l l o w i n g year G r i b b l e 
was put i n t o the f i e l d as a f u l l - t i m e o r g a n i z e r , and the 
g o s p e l spread. By the f a l l of 1907, when a former e d i t o r 
of the Chicago S o c i a l i s t , A.W. Mance, h e l d f i v e meetings 
i n B e r l i n , each drew between e i g h t hundred and a thousand 
p e o p l e . k P e t t i p i e c e came to Ottawa f o r the meetings o f 
the Canadian Trades and Labour Congress and addressed 
l a r g e meetings i n G a i t , Guelph and B e r l i n . The O n t a r i o 
group h e l d a p r o v i n c i a l convention on the Labour Day 
weekend of 19 07 and the Toronto l o c a l was i n s t r u c t e d t o 

C l a r i o n , August 29, 1908. 
2 I b i d , June 30, 1906. 
3 I b i d , June 2, 1906. 

"•Ibid, Oct. 12, 1907. 
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form a PEC., which was c o n t r o l l e d by the E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g 
branch. Weston Wrigley r e p o r t e d t h a t "Sunday, October 20, 
was to be a b i g day i n the h i s t o r y of the Toronto l o c a l ; 
E n g l i s h branch to h o l d mass meeting i n the Labour Temple; 
I t a l i a n branch s t a r t s s e r i e s o f meetings i n new head
q u a r t e r s and c l u b rooms; F i n n i s h branch opens new $7,000 
headquarters, dance h a l l and gymnasium wi t h a concern 
Saturday n i g h t , a S o c i a l i s t meeting Sunday n i g h t and a 
dance Monday n i g h t . " 5 By the time.-of the O n t a r i o 
P r o v i n c i a l Convention, h e l d i n the F i n n i s h H a l l i n - T o r o n t o 
on September 6 and 7, 1908, the O n t a r i o s o c i a l i s t s boasted 
of between f i v e and s i x hundred members or g a n i z e d i n t o 
f i f t e e n l o c a l s . But the SPC i n O n t a r i o had reached i t s 
z e n i t h ; from t h i s p o i n t on the numbers would d i m i n i s h and 
the p a r t y would be s p l i t by i n t e r n e c i n e arguments. 
Incompatible p e r s o n a l i t i e s , b i g o t r y , involvement i n 
m u n i c i p a l p o l i t i c s and the O n t a r i o economic success s t o r y 
a l l p l a y e d a p a r t i n the f a i l u r e of the SPC i n O n t a r i o . 

From the b e g i n n i n g the s o c i a l i s t s i n O n t a r i o 
wereanot prepared to submit to the B.C. group. They i g 
nored the d e c i s i o n taken a t an e a r l i e r SPC convention not 
t o ask f o r a signed r e s i g n a t i o n from nominated c a n d i d a t e s . 
They a l s o .ignored the p a r t y d e c i s i o n t o l e t e l e c t e d 
members a c t on t h e i r own and r e q u i r e d James Simpson, 6 who 
was twice e l e c t e d t o the Toronto Board of Education f o r 
two-year terms, v.. to c o n s u l t w i t h the l o c a l ' s e d u c a t i o n 
committee b e f o r e each meeting of the Board. As the 
Dominion E x e c u t i v e Committee (DEC) s a i d , "There seems t o 
be too many c o n s t i t u t i o n meddlers i n Toronto, and too much 
a t t e n t i o n p a i d t o what S o c i a l i s t s s h a l l do 'when e l e c t e d ' , 
r a t h e r than what we, as workingmen, must do to e l e c t them." 
In the same e d i t o r i a l the p a r t y ' s p o l i c y towards e l e c t e d 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s was r e i t e r a t e d : 

5 I b i d , October 26, 1907. 
6Simpson was a well-known l e a d e r i n the trade union move
ment and a hard worker i n church and temperance c i r c l e s . 
He was V i c e - P r e s i d e n t o f Canadian S o c i a l i s t League No. 2 
i n Toronto i n 1900 and i n the same yea r ran i n the p r o 
v i n c i a l e l e c t i o n f o r the People's P a r t y i n Toronto. He 
ran f o r the mayoralty o f Toronto i n 190 8 but l o s t much of 
the e a r l i e r support he had r e c e i v e d when running f o r Board 
of E d u c a t i o n . Supported by Labour and the S o c i a l 
Democratic P a r t y , he was e l e c t e d C i t y C o n t r o l l e r i n 1914. 
E l e c t e d by nation-wide referendum of l o c a l s of the S o c i a l 
Democratic P a r t y o f Canada to r e p r e s e n t Canadian s o c i a l 
i s t s a t the I n t e r n a t i o n a l S o c i a l i s t Congress t o be h e l d 
i n Vienna i n August, 1914, he h e l d a c l e a r m a j o r i t y over 
a l l o t h e r candidates t o g e t h e r , i n c l u d i n g Parker W i l l i a m s . 
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L e t p a r t y members r a l l y to the support of men 
d e s e r v i n g t h e i r c o n f i d e n c e , and t r e a t w i t h 
members-in-office as men—not k i n d e r g a r t e n 
s t u d e n t s . I f members of the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y 
who a l l o w themselves to become standard-bearers 
r e f u s e to equip themselves with the necessary 
weapons of knowledge, f i g h t i t out i n your 
business meetings and on nomination day. 7 

The Toronto l o c a l ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n m u n i c i p a l 
p o l i t i c s was to b r i n g new s t r i f e to the harmony of the 
Toronto branches. A n n u a l l y from 1904 onward, the p a r t y 
had run candidates i n the m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n s , w i t h some 
successes. In 1905 and 1907 James Simpson was e l e c t e d to 
the Board of E d u c a t i o n as an SPC candidate, but supported 
by Labour. In 190 7, L i n d a l l a , a member of the F i n n i s h 
branch, ran f o r Mayor as an SPC candidate and p o l l e d 
8,2777 v o t e s , more than any other SPC candidate had ever 
p o l l e d . In 1908, James Simpson r e s i g n e d from the Board of 
E d u c a t i o n to run as the SPC mayoralty c a n d i d a t e , p o l l i n g 
o n l y 3,691 votes even though he was again supported by 
L a b o u r . 8 I t was the Labour support t h a t got him i n t o 
t r o u b l e . Wrigley accused him of opportunism and d u r i n g 
the campaign i n s i s t e d t h a t e i t h e r h i s Labour f r i e n d s 
support the whole of the SPC t i c k e t or t h a t Simpson 
p u b l i c l y renounce the support of Labour. Simpson r e f u s e d 
t o do e i t h e r and brought charges before the E n g l i s h -
speaking branch of the Toronto l o c a l a g a i n s t Wrigley, 
c l a i m i n g t h a t the l a t t e r a c t e d i n a manner unbecoming to 
a s o c i a l i s t . Simpson was upheld, the newer members sup
p o r t i n g him and the o l d e r members such;as G r i b b l e , P e e l 
and P a r r o t s u p p o r t i n g Wrigley. At t h i s p o i n t the C l a r i o n 
e ntered the f r a y , s a y i n g t h a t i t was l i t t l e wonder the 
o p p o r t u n i s t i t c h broke out because " M u n i c i p a l s t r u g g l e s 
can be fought o n l y upon o p p o r t u n i s t l i n e s , f o r the reason 
t h a t no economic program can there be e n f o r c e d t h a t does 
not conform to the economic program l a i d down by the 
f e d e r a l power". 9 The columns of the paper were then 
c l o s e d t o the d i s c u s s i o n of l o c a l i s s u e s which i t was f e l t 
were of no i n t e r e s t to the p a r t y membership g e n e r a l l y . 

The O n t a r i o s e c t i o n of the SPC e v e n t u a l l y s p l i t 
a long the l i n e s of p o s s i b l i s t and i m p o s s i b l i s t . The 

7 C l a r i o n , . October 27, 1906. 
8 I b i d , February 8, 1908. 
9 I b i d , A p r i l 25, 1908. 
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d i v i s i o n of the l o c a l s along language l i n e s was a 
c o n t r i b u t i n g f a c t o r to the s p l i t . By and l a r g e the 
E n g l i s h language group h e l d to the i m p o s s i b l i s t l i n e , 
which meant advocating under a l l circumstances the one 
p o l i c y of o b t a i n i n g the r e i n s of p o l i t i c a l power. 
F o l l o w i n g from t h i s was t h e i r antagonism to unions, t h e i r 
r e f u s a l to cooperate w i t h any o t h e r p o l i t i c a l group f o r 
p u b l i c meetings, t h e i r d e s i r e to c o n t r o l every a c t i o n of 
i n d i v i d u a l p a r t y members, and t h e i r b e l i e f t h a t p a r t i c i 
p a t i o n i n m u n i c i p a l p o l i t i c s was a f u t i l e g e sture because 
the i s s u e s i n v o l v e d a t the m u n i c i p a l l e v e l of government 
d i d not evenclend themselves as s u i t a b l e v e h i c l e s f o r 
p a r t y e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t s . The immigrant groups, on'-the 
o t h e r hand, brought w i t h them t o Canada not o n l y t h e i r 
M a r x i s t s o c i a l i s m , but a l s o t h e i r experiences with 
European s o c i a l i s t p a r t i e s . At the 1908 SPC convention, 
f o r example, the F i n n i s h branch of the Toronto l o c a l 
i n t r o d u c e d a r e s o l u t i o n c a l l i n g f o r s p e c i f i c reforms to 
be advocated d u r i n g m u n i c i p a l e l e c t i o n s . The proposed 
reforms had been advocated v e r y s u c c e s s f u l l y by the 
F i n n i s h S o c i a l i s t P a r t y . 1 0 The F i n n i s h and Jewish 
d e l e g a t e s supported the r e s o l u t i o n , which was d e f e a t e d . 

Another aspect of the s p l i t was t h a t the P a r t y 
i n O n t a r i o had been founded by men who supported the B.C. 
p l a t f o r m and they were not about to see the SPC i n O n t a r i o 
change. Strengthened i n t h i s a t t i t u d e by the DEC, they 
became p o s s e s s i v e , d i c t a t o r i a l , and more i n t e r e s t e d i n 
d o c t r i n a l p u r i t y than i n f u l f i l l i n g the p a r t y ' s r o l e of 
"making s o c i a l i s t s " . With the growth of the f o r e i g n 
language l o c a l s and the i n c r e a s e i n l o c a l s o u t s i d e the 
Toronto area d u r i n g 1907 and 1908, the " c h a r t e r " group 
f e l t t h e i r l e a d e r s h i p more and more threatened and eventu
a l l y sought p r o t e c t i o n f o r t h e i r p o s i t i o n by g i v i n g up as 
PEC f o r O n t a r i o and t u r n i n g the job over to the DEC " u n t i l 
such time as the L o c a l s of O n t a r i o s h a l l have demonstrated 
by u s e f u l e f f o r t , u n i t e d a c t i o n , and sound progress t o the 
s a t i s f a c t i o n of the S o c i a l i s t P a r t y of Canada as a whole 
t h e i r f i t n e s s f o r o r g a n i z i n g p r o v i n c i a l l y " . 1 1 

A c c o r d i n g t o the SPC C o n s t i t u t i o n , the f i r s t , 
group o r g a n i z e d i n a p r o v i n c i a l e l e c t o r a l r i d i n g was t o be 

°Ibid, September 26, 1908. Some o f i t h e reforms suggested 
were u n i v e r s a l f r a n c h i s e , s e t t i n g a s i d e l a n d f o r the use 
o f the c i t y and away from p r i v a t e l a n d s p e c u l a t o r s , and 

;c±ty-built housing f o r the working c l a s s . 
l x I b i d r A p r i l 9, 1910. 
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the l o c a l , and groups subsequently formed were to be 
c o n s i d e r e d branches of t h a t l o c a l . In Toronto, however, 
the separate language branches were c o l l e c t i v e l y r e f e r r e d 
t o as Toronto L o c a l No. 1. Immediately p r i o r to the 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g branch s u r r e n d e r i n g the r e i n s of the PEC 
t o the DEC, they had a p p l i e d f o r a c h a r t e r which would 
e s t a b l i s h them as a separate l o c a l i n the Toronto a r e a . 
They r e c e i v e d a c h a r t e r as L o c a l 24, but some of the 
younger members changed t h e i r minds and decided t o remain 
as the E n g l i s h Branch of L o c a l No. 1. At the same time, 
they s e i z e d the books and p r o p e r t y of the branch. The 
DEC immediately revoked t h e i r c h a r t e r and L o c a l 2 4 c a r r i e d 
on as the PEC f o r a s h o r t time and then r e s i g n e d . In 
t a k i n g over the d u t i e s of the O n t a r i o PEC,tthe DEC d i d 
f o l l o w c o n s t i t u t i o n a l g u i d e l i n e s by p u b l i s h i n g t h e i r 
d e c i s i o n i n the C l a r i o n and a s k i n g f o r a referendum on 
t h e i r a c t i o n . 

The o t h e r groups i n O n t a r i o , under the l e a d e r 
s h i p of L o c a l B e r l i n , contended t h a t a s k i n g the membership 
to vote on something about which they had i n s u f f i c i e n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n was u n f a i r . Angered a t l o s i n g t h e i r autonomy 
as a p r o v i n c i a l group, they c a l l e d a convention of a l l 
O n t a r i o l o c a l s f o r May 24, 1910, i n the F i n n i s h H a l l i n 
Toronto. There were twenty-nine del e g a t e s a t the con
v e n t i o n , r e p r e s e n t i n g a membership of 72 7. A l l of the 
O n t a r i o l o c a l s were re p r e s e n t e d except Toronto No. 2 4 and 
two s m a l l e r ones. The delegates decreed B e r l i n as the 
s e a t of the PEC and passed a motion d e c l a r i n g t h a t i f the 
convention proceedings were not accepted by the SPC as a 
whole, the O n t a r i o l o c a l s would n e v e r t h e l e s s remain a 
p r o v i n c i a l p a r t y r 1 2 

The DEC r e f u s e d t o r e c o g n i z e the convention 
proceedings on the grounds t h a t : 

some of the moving s p i r i t s . . . w e r e " d e l e g a t e s " 
from L o c a l s without a c h a r t e r , L o c a l s without 
membership and L o c a l s without e i t h e r . And 
f u r t h e r , . . . i t c o u l d be shown and we c h a l l e n g e 
d i s p r o o f , t h a t they [the d e l e g a t e s ] r e p r e 
sented an a l l e g e d membership of which the 
m a j o r i t y , p o s s i b l y t w o - t h i r d s , i s a b s o l u t e l y 
opposed t o the P l a t f o r m and p r i n c i p l e s of 
t h i s p a r t y . . . . Moreover when a convention 
p r e f a c e s a request f o r a referendum with 
the t h r e a t t h a t , i f the referendum does not 
r e s u l t i n t h e i r f avour, they w i l l d i s r e g a r d 
the referendum and w i l l secede from the 

1 2 I b i d , June 18, 1910. 
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P a r t y , t h i s Committee would not be 
j u s t i f i e d i n t a k i n g any o t h e r course 
than to d e c l i n e t o r e c o g n i z e the 
c o n v e n t i o n . 1 3 

The matter of whether or not to have a referendum on the 
DEC's d e c i s i o n was. then l e f t t o the l o c a l s who were to 
advise the DEC by the end of J u l y . Few l o c a l s were 
w i l l i n g to pursue the i s s u e , and no referendum was h e l d . 
Most of the l o c a l s of .the O n t a r i o group l e f t the SPC and 
formed a new p a r t y , the Canadian S o c i a l i s t F e d e r a t i o n , 
which l a t e r j o i n e d the S o c i a l i s t Democratic P a r t y o f 
Canada (SDPC). 1 4 The English-language branch of the 
Toronto l o c a l l e f t the SPC in.1911 and formed the S o c i a l i s t 
P a rty of North America. The SPC was l e f t w i t h i t s Toronto 
L o c a l 24 and a couple of o t h e r English-language groups 
o u t s i d e of Toronto. The l a r g e drop i n membership of the 
O n t a r i o s e c t i o n of the SPC corresponded to a s i m i l a r 
decrease i n membership and i n f l u e n c e of the SPC i n B r i t i s h 
Columbia. While i n B.C. a r e c o v e r y was made f o r a p e r i o d 
of time, i n O n t a r i o Marxian s o c i a l i s m of the i m p o s s i b l i s t 
v a r i e t y was f i n i s h e d . 

The new SDPC was M a r x i s t i n o r i e n t a t i o n , but 
a l s o committed to reforms u n t i l such time as enough 
s o c i a l i s t s had been converted to enable a takeover of 
p o l i t i c a l and economic c o n t r o l . The S o c i a l i s t P a r t y o o f 
North America remained as a s m a l l Toronto group w i t h 
e s s e n t i a l l y the same p l a t f o r m as the SPC. The group was 
s h a t t e r e d i n 1918 under p r e s s u r e of f e d e r a l government 
a n t i - r e v o l u t i o n a r y and a n t i - s e d i t i o n O r d e r s - i n - C o u n c i l . 1 5 

The attempt by the B.C. s o c i a l i s t s t o extend the 
SPC umbrella over O n t a r i o was almost c e r t a i n t o f a i l . In 
O n t a r i o the c r a f t unions were much b e t t e r e s t a b l i s h e d than 
i n B.C., and the appeal of labour p o l i t i c i a n s much more 
e n t i c i n g to those r e l a t i v e l y few people d i s s a t i s f i e d with 
the system, f o r O n t a r i o , o f r a i l the p r o v i n c e s , was an 
upwardly mobile s o c i e t y . A t the h e i g h t of i t s s t r e n g t h 
the SPC i n O n t a r i o had no more than a thousand members. 

1 3 I b i d , June 18, 1910. 
l l fSee Chapter VII f o r f u r t h e r d i s c u s s i o n . 
1 5 S e e Chapter V I I I . f o r i fur-ther . d i s c u s s i o n . 
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SAMPLES OF SPC MEMBERS HOLDING. UNION OFFICES 
AND. MEMBERSHIPS IN OTHER PARTIES 

Burns, Ernest 

C a i r d , W. B. 
Cha r l t o n , 0. Lee 

Curry, D. W. J . 
Kavanaugh, Jack 

K i n g s l e y , E. T. 
Lefeaux, Wallace 
M c l n n i s , John 
McVety, J . H. 

Midgeley, V. R. 

Naylor, Joe 

P e t t i p i e c e , Parmeter 

P r i t c h a r d , V/. A. 
SIdaway, J . 
Skinner, Robert 

S t i r l i n g , George F. 
Tree, Ambrose 

BCSP, United Fishermen's Union, 
VTLC, SDP, FLP, ILP, CCF. 
SDP, ILP, CCF. 
Ruskin Cooperative, CSL, SDP, 
FLP, CCF. 
SDP, FLP, ILP ( S o c ) , CCF. 
B. C. Federation of Labour, 
Workers' Party. 

SLP, RSPC, FLP, ILP (Soc.) 
ILP ( S o c ) , CCF. 
Phoenix Miners' Union, CCF. 
VTLC, B. C. Federation of Labour, 
FLP, ILP. 
Lathers' Union, B. C. Federation 
of Labour, OBU, ILP. 
Nanaimo Miners' Union, B. C. 
Federation of Labour. 
Ferguson Miners' Union, VTLC, ITU 
B. C. Federation of Labour, FLP, 
ILP ( S o c ) 
VTLC, OBU, CCF. 
ILP ( S o c ) , CCF. 
R e t a i l C l e r k s ' Union, ILP ( S o c ) , 
CCF. 
FLP, CCF. 
OBU, CCF. 



Watters, J , C, 

W e l l s , A. S, 

Winch, Ernest 

Boilermakers' Union, B. C. 
Federation of Labour, TLCC, FLP 
FLP, B. C. Federation of Labour 
OBU, Workers' Party. 
SDP, OBU, ILP ( S o c ) , CCF. 


