TOPOLOGIES OF PLACE:
A BUILDING IN THE LANDSCAPE

by
BRIAN AUGUST MEISSNER

Bachelor of Science in Geography, University of Nevada, 1994

A THESIS SUBMITTED IN PARTIAL FULFILLMENT OF
THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE DEGREE

MASTER OF ARCHITECTURE
in
THE FACULTY OF GRADUATE STUDIES

School of Architecture

We ageept this as‘conformmgl to ;he_ required standard

THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA
APRIL 1998

© Brian August Meissner, 1998



In presenting this thesis in partial fulfilment of the requirements for an advanced
degree at the University of British Columbia, | agree that the Library shall make it
freely available for reference and study. | further agree that permission for extensive
copying of this thesis for scholarly purposes may be granted by the head of my
department or by his or her representatives. It is understood that copying or
publication of this thesis for financial gain shall not be allowed without my.written

permission.

Department of hect\ Teciues

The University of British Columbia
Vancouver, Canada

Date 2.9 Arcae \99 g

DE-6 (2/88)



ABSTRACT

Sited on the bed of an ancient rail spur within the now abandoned plat of East
Princeton, British Columbia, this project consists of two unprogrammed buildings constructed
using a palette of physical and poetic materials which emerge from a deep understanding of a
particular site. ' '

The project begins with the assumption that cultural process is an amazing energy which
does not require architecture specifically. Architecture may, however, provide a catalyst for cul-
tural/social dynamic and can provide a medium for its expression. |

Explorations undertaken are dependent upon an idea of place as an intersection of

sociél. econo‘mic. political, historical, and physical relations within a kind of topological space.
In the context of a particular site and through studies of.a-layering of conditions present at a
precise point in time, this idea of place is used to uncover specific interactions between myth,
persons, artifacts, and other factors which help lay the framework for a building in the land-
scape.

Most importantly the project is about personal design process and discovery. . Throughout
the study the project is very much in control of the author with each stage of the study generat-
ing its own operating agenda. Thus an idea about the limits of architecture leads to a condition
of site which itself leads to a particular map and finally to a highly specific site. Likewise pro-
gram is allowed to emerge from studies of the site so that building and the desire to build
become the catalyst for program rather than vise-versa. -As these explorations intersect and
overlap they begin to reveal a topology of place which is-highly specific, but which contains
links to an infinite set of other relationships and possibilities. Thus, architecture is employed as

a catalyst for place expression, or as an avenue towards-understanding place.
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East Princeton Traces
Princeton, British Columbia
Legends

approximate site of an ancient
fur brigade rendezvous known as
‘encampement des femmes'

the Kettle Valley Railway: constructed by
the CPR in 1912 to compete with the Breat
Northem for access to local copper and
gold deposits--cloged down in 1989

bed of the original
stagecoach trail

site of the richest pla
% gold find in the distrct: ¥ £
The British Columbia §"
Portland Cement Company

never realized town
ast Princeton .

an ancient native trail, the

aréa rich in ochre, once
¢ _Aighly prized by native
} peoples for ceremonial use

the town of Princeton: first kno:

as Vemillion Forks, later as Ali

after one of the original homesteadsr
and finally named in honour of the - & &4
Prince of Wales in 1860

arrived in Princeton in 1910

1o the gold fields of the interior.
commissioned in 1860 by Govemor
threat of american expansion. osi
intain Mine and current
8ite of the Similco Mining
‘Carporation Mine

James Douglas as a barrier to the | RN ' >
~ &

chinese miners preceded anglo
occupation of the area by several years;
diggings can be traced as far back as the
1860s in this area
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railspur right-of way
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Princeton city limits
original pilings
existing fenceline
100-+ear floodplain
project site

bed of stones
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low quality logs
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East Princeton Traces

project plan
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East Princeton Traces
East and North Elevations
Scale: 1:750
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East Princeton Traces
West and South Elevations
Scale: 1:750




East Princeton Traces
Sectional Model
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