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Abs t rac t 

T h i s t h e s i s r e c o n s i d e r s , in the l i g h t of new ev idence 

r e c e n t l y made a v a i l a b l e , the s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l movements 

subsumed as 'March ing R u l e ' that occur red in the B r i t i s h 

Solomon I s l ands P r o t e c t o r a t e du r ing the pe r i od 1939-53. 

Par t I, h i s t o r i c a l , c o n s i d e r s the development o-f these 

movements. The need -for an ind igenous p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n 

by means o-f which the di-f-ferences between governed and 

governors might be r e s o l v e d was - f i r s t a r t i c u l a t e d by an 

A n g l i c a n m i s s i o n a r y , Rev. F a l l owes. He taught a new model 

f o r s e l f - r u l e , and h i s ideas and i n s p i r a t i o n were w ide l y 

propagated through the cen t ra l Solomons. World War II 

i n t roduced a p e r i o d of l i m i n a l i t y i n which l o c a l r i v a l r i e s 

were submerged in new u n i t i e s . The American servicemen 

l e g i t i m a t e d a model of r e p r e s e n t a t i v e government, and 

i n s p i r e d new r e l i g i o u s and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l i d e a s . I s l ande rs 

then e l abo ra ted new governmental i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h i n a 

g loba l model of t h i r d - w o r l d development, bounded by R o o s e v e l t ' 

Four Freedoms, the ideo logy of S o c i a l Gospel ism and the 

i dea l of r e c o n c i l i n g p a g a n / C h r i s t i a n d i f f e r e n c e s under 

' C h r i s t i a n Kas tom. ' 

Par t I I , e t h n o g r a p h i c a l , c o n s i d e r s M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , 

t r a d i t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p and f o l 1 o w e r s h i p , and the impact 



of new k i nds o-f l e a d e r s h i p growing out o-f m iss ion o r g a n i z a t i o n 

or imposed by the c o l o n i a l government. The South Sea 

E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n p o l i c y o-f complete i n d i g e n i z a t i o n 

r e q u i r e d conve r t s to who l l y abandon former ways. The 

m iss ion p rov ided -1 i . te racy, a key to a v a r i e t y of modern iza t ions 

the B i b l e , a complete 'handbook f o r l i v i n g ' ; and the no t ion 

of an i n c i p i e n t s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n , a community of God 

that was expressed m y s t i c a l l y but which was to be c rea ted 

on ear th in advance of the m i l l e n n i u m . 

Par t I I I draws together these themes, c o n s i d e r i n g 

key ind igenous March ing Rule documents in a semi o t i c a n a l y s i s . 

The war was i n t e r p r e t e d as the end of the o l d d i s p e n s a t i o n , 

the Americans as b r i n g i n g a new wor ld o r d e r . The s o c i a l 

program i s addressed as a l o g o s , and the new image of 

a moral man, the C h r i s t i a n American serv iceman, emerges 

as the ethos of the movement. I t s emotional f ounda t i on , 

pa thos . was based on e t h n i c i t y and masinoa. b ro therhood, 

which was a l s o the weakness of the Marching R u l e . Rather 

than the form of ' i r r a t i o n a l ' Cargoism imputed by the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the t ime, March ing Rule emerges as a 

C h r i s t i a n r e v o l u t i o n aimed not to f o r c i b l y overthrow the 

c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , but at the c r e a t i o n of a means 

of t a l k i n g w i th i t and conve r t i ng i t to something new. 
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General I n t roduc t i on 

In t h i s t h e s i s I present a s tudy o-f an ind igenous popular 

movement -for s o c i a l reform and p o l i t i c a l development. 

Al though p rophe t i c cargoism has long been s t u d i e d as though 

i t c o n s t i t u t e d the t y p i c a l Melanes ian s o c i a l movement, 

the e x i s t e n c e of more c l e a r l y p o l i t i c a l l y o r i e n t e d movements, 

such as the P a l i a u movement of the A d m i r a l t i e s , the Tommy 

Kabu movement of Papua, and the March ing Rule of the cen t ra l 

Solomon I s l a n d s , have l i k e w i s e been no ted . T h i s t h e s i s 

pursues the m i l l e n a r i a n o r i g i n of the Marching R u l e , f i n d i n g 

i t l a r g e l y the product of the i n d i g e n i z a t i o n of Fundamenta l is t 

C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

The Problem of the Marchino Rule 

From about the midd le of 1946 to 1952 the B r i t i s h Solomon 

I s l ands P r o t e c t o r a t e , economica l l y weakened by the e f f e c t s 

of World War I I , was shaken by a s e r i e s of non -v i o l en t 

n a t i v e i n i t i a t i v e s , centered on the i s l a n d of M a l a i t a , 

which cha l l enged d i r e c t l y and i n d i r e c t l y the l e g i t i m a c y 

and competency of i t s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The name 'March ing 

R u l e ' i s taken from one of these i n i t i a t i v e s . 

The etymology of the name 'March ing R u l e ' i s i t s e l f 

p rob l ema t i c . Kees ing and Laracy both contend that the 

name was an a n g l i c i z a t i o n of masinoa C A r e ' a r e f o r ' b ro the rhood ' ) 
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and t h e y term t h e movement ' M a s i n g a R u l e ' o r ' M a a s i n a 

R u l e , ' r e s p e c t i v e l y . T h e i n d i g e n e s t h e m s e l v e s u s e d t h e 

terms ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' , 'Mercy R u l e ' and ' M a s i n g a R u l e ' , 

each o-f w h i c h h a s d i f f e r e n t s e n s e s . ' M a r c h i n g ' r e - f l e c t s 

t h e m i l i t a r i s t i c r i t u a l and h i e r a r c h i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n 

a d o p t e d by t h e movement, w h i l e 'Mercy' and ' M a s i n g a ' r e - f l e c t 

t h e e m o t i o n a l c o m p l e x i o n o-f t h e s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s w h i c h 

s u s t a i n e d t h e movement's m i l l e n a r i a n momentum. Each d e s c r i b e s 

one -facet o-f t h e e v e n t s e n g e n d e r e d d u r i n g t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e p e r i o d , and none a r e h e r e e l e v a t e d a s b e i n g t h e ' e m i c l y ' 

c o r r e c t way i n w h i c h t h e movement's a d h e r e n t ' s v i e w e d 

t h e m s e l v e s . A s names o-f a p o p u l a r movement, each emerged 

a l o n g w i t h a l l t h e o t h e r M a r c h i n g R u l e dogmas, b e l i e f s 

and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r a c t i c e s . 

I w i l l u s e t h e term ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' t o d e n o t e a 

h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d o f w i d e s p r e a d change marked by a new 

p o p u l a r i d e o l o g y , a p a t t e r n o f p u b l i c d i s c u s s i o n , a c o n f i g u r a t i o n 

o f i d e a s and t h e o r i e s i n t o d i s c o u r s e and a c t i o n s p e c u l i a r 

t o t h e t i m e s . T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d embraced n o t one 

movement, but s e v e r a l . T h e s e i n c l u d e t h e C h a i r and R u l e 

movement <1939), t h e N a t i v e C o u n c i l Movement o t h e r w i s e 

known a s t h e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e , ' t h e 'Mercy R u l e ' o r ' M a s i n g a 

L o ' ( 1 9 4 3 - 4 7 ) , B e l a m a t a g a ' s Freedom Movement <1948-49), 

and S i s i l i ' s F e d e r a l C o u n c i l Movement ( 1 9 4 9 - 5 1 ) . M a r c h i n g 
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R u l e was a l s o t h e g e n e r a t i v e - f a c t o r i n t h e C h u r c h C o u n c i l 

o-f S o u t h M a l a ( 1 9 4 9 - p r e s e n t ? ) , t h e Remnant C h u r c h ( 1955-present?> , 

t h e Moro Movement o-f G u a d a l c a n a l < 1956-66?) and D o l i a s i ' s 

Custom Movement ( 1 9 6 3 - 6 5 ) , w i t h w h i c h I w i l l n o t d e a l . 

M a r c h i n g R u l e a l s o embraces t h e - f i r s t o r g a n i z e d 

i n d u s t r i a l l a b o u r d i s p u t e o-f c o n t e m p o r a r y M e l a n e s i a , t h e 

• f i r s t s u c c e s s - f u l e-f-fort t o i n s t i t u t e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e government 

i n t h e Solomons, t h e - f i r s t i n d i g e n o u s p l a n s f o r a g r i c u l t u r a l , 

s o c i a l and u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t t o be c a r r i e d out by a r o u t i n i z e d 

b u r e a u c r a c y , and t h e f i r s t c o m i n g t o terms between C h r i s t i a n s 

and p a g a n s on t h e b a s i s o f s h a r e d e t h n i c i t y . T h e s e s e v e r a l 

themes can come t o g e t h e r under t h e head o f t h e ' M a r c h i n g 

R u l e ' n o t a s t h e g o a l s and o b j e c t i v e s o f a h y p o s t a t i z e d 

s o c i a l movement, but a s l a r g e l y i n d e p e n d e n t s e p a r a t e d e r i v a t i o n s 

f r o m a " p r i m a r y p r o c e s s " D t h a t i s s u e d f r o m t h e 1 i m i n a l i t v 

o f war. w h i c h t h e i n d i g e n o u s l e a d e r s h i p e v e n t u a l l y came 

t o name t h e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e . ' 

The a r g u m e n t s o f t h e t h e s i s a r e f o u n d e d on d o c u m e n t a r y 

e v i d e n c e . I w i s h t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h r e e p h a s e s o f M a r c h i n g 

R u l e m a t e r i a l s . F i r s t t h e r e a r e a number o f c o l o n i a l 

o f f i c i a l s who were more o r l e s s e y e - w i t n e s s e s and whose 

1 V i c t o r T u r n e r (1974) Dramas. F i e l d s and M e t a p h o r s 
p. 118-111. 
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p e r s p e c t i v e was more or l e s s c o n s i s t e n t w i th that o-f the 

contemporary a d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n a l y s i s . T h i s i n c l u d e s the 

c o n t r a s t i n g accounts of C y r i l Belshaw and C o l i n H. A l l a n , 

whose p u b l i c a t i o n s were l a r g e l y the sum t o ta l o-f the 

pr imary sources a v a i l a b l e to the second phase o-f comparat ive 

t rea tments , as we l l as a l a rge body o-f unpub l ished papers , 

government r e p o r t s and memoranda -from v a r i o u s o-f-f icers 

and cadets in the - f i e l d , i n c l u d i n g a seldom re fe renced 

a n a l y s i s by W . J . Ma rquand . 3 ) The second phase i s marked 

by a wide c o l l e c t i o n of works which mention the Marching 

Rule r e l a t i v e to Melanes ian cargo c u l t s , and more b r o a d l y , 

to mi 11enar ianisms in g e n e r a l . Peter Worsley and I .C . 

J a r v i e made b road ly comparat ive e f f o r t s w i th sus ta i ned 
4) 

a t t e n t i o n to the Marching R u l e . They were concerned 

w i th d e r i v i n g r e d u c t i v e exp lana t i ons of movement phenomena 

2 C y r i l Belshaw <1947) "Na t i ve P o l i t i c s in the Solomon 
I s l a n d s . " P a c i f i c A f f a i r s 26<2), pp 187-93. ( A p r i l 
21 , 1948) "The Postwar Solomon I s l a n d s . " Far Eas tern 
Survey . pp. 95 -98 . <1958) I s l a n d A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
in the Southwest P a c i f i c . C o l i n A l l a n (1951) "Marching 
R u l e : a N a t i v i s t i c Cu l t of the B r i t i s h Solomon I s l a n d s . " 
Corona. 3 (3) :93-188 

3 W . J . Marquand (1949-58) . Community Development in 
the B r i t i s h Solomon I s l ands P r o t e c t o r a t e , w i th p a r t i c u l a r 
r e fe rence to the Marching Rule Movement on the i s l a n d 
of M a l a i t a . Unpubl ished papers d e l i v e r e d at the Second 
Devonshire Course , U n i v e r s i t y of London. V ide CO 
537, Western P a c i f i c R e g i s t r y of Supplementary Correspondence, 
P u b l i c Records O f f i c e , Kew. London. 

4 Peter Worsley (1968) The Trumpet S h a l l Sound. A study 
of ' C a r o o ' C u l t s in M e l a n e s i a . Schocken Books, N .Y . 
(second e d i t i o n ) . I .C . J a r v i e (1964) The Revo lu t i on  
in An th ropo looy . Humani t ies P r e s s , N .Y . 
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in general and used ethnographic m a t e r i a l s in a manner 

that sought deduc t i ve v e r i f i c a t i o n o-f t h e i r synop t i c e x p l a n a t i o n s . 

A l s o i nc luded in t h i s phase i s Glynn Cochrane 's monograph, 

the - f i r s t attempt to t rea t the Marching Rule in d e t a i l , 

the f i r s t to i nco rpo ra te o r i g i n a l f i e l dwork (conducted 

du r ing an a d m i n i s t r a t i v e tour of duty in nor th M a l a i t a ) , 

and the l a s t to adopt a comparat ive a p p r o a c h . ^ T n e t h i r d 

and on-go ing phase of research i s d i s t i n g u i s h e d by a t u rn ing 

away from comparat ive s t u d i e s . T h i s pe r i od i s marked 

by a lengthy and welcome a r t i c l e by Roger K e e s i n g , * ^ 

and by the p u b l i c a t i o n in at f i r s t a t r i c k l e , then a f l o o d , 

of o r i g i n a l March ing Rule documents, cu lm ina t i ng in 1983 

w i th Hugh L a r a c y ' s P a c i f i c P r o t e s t , the p r i n c i p a l source 

fo r my documentary ev idence . 

Today the March ing Rule s tands as one of the most 

thoroughly documented ind igenous movements of M e l a n e s i a , 

a s i t u a t i o n which demands t h e o r e t i c a l re -assessment , c h a l l e n g i n g 

as i t does the unders tand ings g leaned dur ing the f i r s t 

5 Glynn Cochrane (1976) B io Men and Caroo C u l t s . Clarendon 
P r e s s , Ox fo rd . 

6 Roger M. K e e s i n g , (1978-9) " P o l i t i c o - R e l i g i o u s Movements 
and A n t i c o l o n i a l i s m on M a l a i t a : Maasina Rule in H i s t o r i c a l 
P e r s p e c t i v e . " P t . I, Oceania 48 :241 -61 ; P t . I I , Oceania 
49 :46 -73 . O r i g i n a l t y p e s c r i p t . 
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and s e c o n d p h a s e s o-f a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l i n q u i r y . 

Two p o i n t s must be m e n t i o n e d on t h e d i r e c t i o n t h i s 

s c h o l a r s h i p h a s t a k e n o v e r a g e n e r a t i o n o-f work. A l l a n ' s 

c o n t r i b u t i o n i n t h e - f i r s t p h a s e r e f l e c t e d t h e o f f i c i a l 

c o l o n i a l a n a l y s i s by p r o v i d i n g l o g i c a l c o h e r e n c e t o a 

t h e o r y w h i c h o r i g i n a t e d w i t h a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ' k n owledge 

of c a r g o c u l t o u t b r e a k s i n New G u i n e a . B e l s h a w , however, 

s t r e s s e s t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s l i m i t e d a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 

b a c k g r o u n d and t h e i m p o s s i b l e l o g i s t i c and c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

f i e l d c o n d i t i o n s w h i c h a c t e d t o b l i n d t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

t o t h e r a p i d i t y w i t h w h i c h Solomon I s l a n d e r s had p s y c h o l o g i c a l y 

p r e p a r e d t h e m s e l v e s f o r s e l f - r u l e and hampered D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e r s f r o m r e s p o n d i n g a s c r e a t i v e l y a s t h e y m i g h t h a ve 

w i s h e d . G e n e r a l l y , t h e l i t e r a t u r e h a s moved away f r o m 

t h e ' i r r a t i o n a l ' o r ' c a r g o c u l t ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t o w a r d 

a f u l l e r a p p r e c i a t i o n o f t h e p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t s o f t h e 

movement, t h e e m p h a s i s o f B e l s h a w and W o r s l e y . But c a r g o 

e l e m e n t s were u n d o u b t e d l y p r e s e n t i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , 

and t h e y have y e t t o be a c c o u n t e d f o r s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

S e c o n d , w i t h each new c o n t r i b u t i o n on t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e , t h e r o l e o f C h r i s t i a n i t y becomes e n l a r g e d , and a t 

th e same t i m e more complex. A g r e a t many o f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e l e a d e r s were drawn f r o m t h e r a n k s o f t h e S o u t h Sea 
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E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n (SSEM), but t h i s by i t s e l f e x p l a i n s 

n o t h i n g . A l l a n and C o c h r a n e e m p h a s i z e t h e -fact t h a t t h e 

w h i t e m i s s i o n a r i e s were r e j e c t e d by t h e l e a d e r s h i p ; t h e 

movement i n t h e i r v i e w was c o n s e r v a t i v e and aimed a t r e v i t a l i z a t i o n 

o-f t r a d i t i o n . S i m i l a r l y , T i p p e t t h a s s t a t e d t h a t r e l i g i o n 

was n o t a b a s i c d r i v e i n t h i s movement. 7 5 K e e s i n g subsumes 
8) 

t h e i s s u e o-f r e l i g i o n u nder a m a t e r i a l i s t t h e o r y o f h i s t o r y . 

The SSEM c o n t r i b u t e d c e r t a i n i m p o r t a n t o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

c a p a b i l i t i e s , b ut C h r i s t i a n i t y was i m p o r t a n t m o s t l y i n 

l e n d i n g p a r t o f t h e " m y t h i c o - r e l i g i o u s s y m b o l i s m and f a n t a s y , 

w i t h m i l l e n a r i a n o v e r t o n e s " w h i c h " c l o a k e d " t h e movement, 

w h i c h was a t h e a r t r a t i o n a l i s t i c and stemmed f r o m g r o w i n g 

" c l a s s c o n s c i o u s n e s s " ( i d e m : 5 3 ) . L a r a c y ' s f a m i l i a r i t y 

w i t h t h e d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e c a u s e s him t o d i r e c t us 

t o examine t h e r o l e o f C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e w h i c h he s t a t e s 

" l e d " t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . I t " h e i g h t e n e d t h e i s l a n d e r s ' 

s e n s e o f t h e i r own w o r t h , w h i l e t h e network o f m i s s i o n 

t e a c h e r s who p r o v i d e d much o f t h e l e a d e r s h i p and means 

7 A l l a n R. T i p p e t t , 1967. Solomon I s l a n d s C h r i s t i a n i t y : 
a s t u d y i n o rowth and o b s t r u c t i o n . L u t t e r w o r t h , London:284. 

8 "I b e l i e v e t h a t r e l i g i o u s i d e o l o g i e s d e a l w i t h and 
d e r i v e f r o m c o n f 1 i c t s and c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n t h e o b j e c t i v e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e s o f p e o p l e ' s l i v e s , a s w e l l a s t h e e x i s t e n t i a l 
p a r a d o x e s o f d e a t h , u l t i m a t e o r i g i n s and t h e l i k e . 
And t h e s e c i r c u m s t a n c e s a r e h i s t o r i c a l l y s i t u a t e d , 

r o o t e d i n c l a s s r e l a t i o n s h i p s and o t h e r c l e a v a g e s 
i n s o c i e t y . In t h i s r e s p e c t my p e r s p e c t i v e i s e s s e n t i a l l y 
M a r x i s t " ( K e e s i n g 1978/9 t . s . p . 5 2 ) . 



o-f c o m m u n i c a t i o n g a v e t h e movement s t a y i n g power on M a l a i t a " . 

A n a l y s i s o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , he c o n t e n d s , "must t a k e 

i n t o a c c o u n t t h e C h r i s t i a n i d e o l o g y t h a t s u f f u s e d t h e 

movemen t .... 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t L a r a c y c a l l s -for a d d r e s s i n g t h e 

C h r i s t i a n i t y o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a s an i d e o l o g i c a l r e a l m 

w o r t h y o-f i n d e p e n d e n t s t u d y . However, L a r a c y himsel-f 

d o e s not g i v e u s a d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t o-f < 1) t h e d o c t r i n a l 

n a t u r e o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , nor d o e s he comment on 

<2) hew t h a t d o c t r i n e may have e v o l v e d and d e v e l o p e d 

s i n c e t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f m i s s i o n p r e s e n c e . W h i l e a s s e r t i n g 

t h a t C h r i s t i a n i d e o l o g y " l e d " t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , he 

d o e s not p u r s u e <3) by what p a t h t h a t may have o c c u r e d 

o r why, o r (4) why o t h e r m i s s i o n i z e d a r e a s o f t h e Solomons 

had l i t t l e t o do w i t h M a r c h i n g R u l e . T h e s e a r e t h e p r o b l e m 

a r e a s f o r w h i c h I w i l l u n d e r t a k e t o d e v e l o p some e x p l a n a t i o n s 

T h i s d i r e c t i o n o f r e s e a r c h i n t o t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r e a l m , 

e x a m i n e d i n t e r m s o f s t r u c t u r e s o f d i s c o u r s e , has been 

o n l y r e c e n t l y p o s s i b l e t o u n d e r t a k e t h a n k s t o t h e a v a i l a b i l i t 

o f new d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e t h a t g i v e s us i n s i g h t i n t o 

t h e p r o c e s s o f i n d i g e n o u s r a t i o c i n a t i o n s . 

9 Hugh L a r a c y <1983) P a c i f i c P r o t e s t . T h e MAASINA RULE  
Movement. Solomon I s l a n d s . 1944-1952. I n s t i t u t e o f 
P a c i f i c S t u d i e s , U n i v e r s i t y o f t h e S o u t h P a c i f i c . 
S u v a . p.180, 187. 



I-f the Marching Rule must be app rec ia ted as an ind igenous l 

i n i t i a t e d pe r i od o-f s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l development, 

i t must a l s o be a p p r e c i a t e d , Laracy s t a t e s , "as a l i t e r a r y 

outburs t i n which Solomon I s l ande rs spoke o-f and -for themselves 

(Laracy 1983:7) . The p u b l i c a t i o n o-f ind igenous Marching 

Rule w r i t i n g s , and the a v a i l a b i l i t y of r e l evan t C o l o n i a l 

O f f i c e r e c o r d s , together o f f e r both an oppor tun i t y and 

a cha l l enge to an thopo log ica l method, and I must address 

here the use which I propose to make of these newly a v a i l a b l e 

m a t e r i a l s . 

The w r i t i n g s of the ind igenous i n t e l l e c t u a l s present 

a cha l l enge to an th ropo log i ca l method. T r a d i t i o n a l l y 

concerned w i th d e s c r i b i n g and account ing fo r p r e h i s t o r i c 

or contemporary c u l t u r a l arrangements of u s u a l l y n o n - l i t e r a t e 

peop les , an th ropo log i ca l theory has not s y s t e m a t i c a l l y 

addressed how to deal w i th o r i g i n a l w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l s . 

However, S m i t h ' s d i s c u s s i o n of "documentary r e a l i t y " from 

a s o c i o l o g y of knowledge p e r s p e c t i v e i s a use fu l po in t 
f a s 

f o r depa r tu re . She examines the r e f e r r e n t i a l t e x t u a l i t y 

of the bu reauc ra t i c mode of document p r o d u c t i o n , s t a t i n g 

that " the c a t e g o r i e s , cod ing procedures and conceptual 

18 Dorothy Smith (1974) , The S o c i a l Cons t ruc t i on of 
Documentary R e a l i t y . S o c i o l o g i c a l Inqu i ry 44(4) :257-267. 
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order sanc t i oned -for use in the context of formal o r g a n i z a t i o n 

are a l i n g u i s t i c and methodolog ica l s p e c i f i c a t i o n of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

(or p r o f e s s i o n a l ) s t r u c t u r e s of r e l evance " ( idem:265) . 

Because documentary f a c t s "a re cons t ruc ted in a context 

of t e l l i n g , " the p roduc t ion of documents must be understood 

as o c c u r r i n g w i t h i n a speech act framework as we l l as 

that of the bu reauc ra t i zed ' m o t i v e ' of d i s c o u r s e . Her 

no t ion of "document t ime" r e f e r s not to ' t i m e ' s ar row' 

but to the t ime less a u t h o r i t y of an i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

Document t ime beg ins at " tha t c r u c i a l po in t at which much 

i f not every t race of what has gone i n t o the making of 

that account i s o b l i t e r a t e d and what remains i s on ly the 

text . . . . " < idem;260) . The d i s c u r s i v e a u t h o r i t y of the 

tex t c o n s t i t u t e s what Smith terms " a k i nd of ' o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

. o u s n e s s ' . " 

Smith deve lops a model of what I w i l l term a ' s t a t i s t 

d i s c o u r s e . ' She g e n e r a l i z e s from the bu reauc ra t i zed mode 

of document p roduc t ion to the media t ion of a l l exper ience 

by r e c e i v e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n t e r p r e t i v e s t r a t e g i e s . She 

conc ludes that "our 'knowledge ' i s thus i d e o l o g i c a l in 

the sense that t h i s s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n p reserves concept ions 

and means of d e s c r i p t i o n which represent the wor ld as 

i t i s f o r those who r u l e i t , ra the r than i t i s f o r those 

who are r u l e d " < idem:267) . 
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S m i t h d o e s n o t d i s c u s s t h e t h e o r e t i c a l s t a t u s o-f 

documents p r o d u c e d o u t s i d e t h e s t a t i s t c o n t e x t o f r e f e r e n t i a l 

t e x t u a l i t y , t h e s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n o f ' f a c t s . ' The documents 

w i t h w h i c h we must work i n c l u d e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , memoranda, 

l i s t s and r o s t e r s , c o u r t t e s t i m o n y , p l a n s , and m a n i f e s t o s 

o f i n d i g e n o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l s who had an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t 

m o t i v e , whose t e x t p r o d u c t i o n s t r a t e g i e s aimed t o p r o d u c e 

new r e a l i t y r a t h e r than t h e r e p l i c a t i o n o f "documentary 

r e a l i t y . " T he M a r c h i n g R u l e d i s c o u r s e emerges f r o m a 

m o t i v e o f moral c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h t h e a s s u m p t i o n s , l e g i t i m a c y 

and r a t i o c i n a t i o n s o f t h e s t a t i s t d i s c o u r s e , d e c o n s t r u c t i n g 

i t and a s s e r t i n g i n i t s p l a c e a new s y s t e m o f moral r e l a t i o n s h i p s , 

new i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s and new r u l e s f o r l i v i n g . 

T h e o p p o r t u n i t y a f f o r d e d by t h e newly a v a i l a b l e 

d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e i s t w o - f o l d . T h e r e i s a p o s s i b i l i t y 

o f new i n s i g h t i n t o t h e s p e c i f i c s t r u c t u r e o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s 

r a t i o c i n a t i o n s w h i c h d r o v e t h e p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l and r e l i g i o u s 

i n i t i a t i v e s o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d , and h e n c e , i n s i g h t 

i n t o t h e d i s c u r s i v e s t r u c t u r e o f mi 1 1 e n a r i a n i s m . Such 

an o p p o r t u n i t y r a r e l y p r e s e n t s i t s e l f t o t h e a n a l y s t o f 

m i l l e n a r i a n movements i n M e l a n e s i a , w h i c h have g e n e r a l l y 

o c c u r r e d among p e o p l e s u n a b l e t o r e c o r d t h e i r t h o u g h t s 

i n w r i t i n g and f o r whom l i t e r a c y was s o metimes p a r t o f 

t h e C a r g o t h e y hoped p e r h a p s t o a t t a i n t h r o u g h t h e enactment 
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of new r i t u a l . The Marching Rule stemmed from an ethnographic 

situ a t i o n in which widespread l i t e r a c y was attained at 

an early date, because l i t e r a c y was required of the converts 

of the SSEM in order that they might "feed themselves" 

on Holy Scripture. The impact of l i t e r a c y on the Marching 

Rule period i s an untreated and fundamental problem in 

li g h t of the documentary evidence. Together with d e c l a s s i f i e d 

administrative records, the writings also present the 

opportunity of a new, close h i s t o r i c a l reconstruction 

of key Marching Rule events and milestones, which i s s i m i l a r l y 

d i f f i c u l t to attain for other P a c i f i c social movements 

whose h i s t o r i e s are necessarily reconstructed from informants' 

and administrators' r e c o l l e c t i o n s , and without the benefit 

of an extensive corpus of orig i n a l documents. The relevance 

of such a close h i s t o r i c a l reconstruction to t h i s e s s e n t i a l l y 

anthropological inquiry w i l l soon be apparent, for one 

can observe the development of the s t a t i s t discourse 

of the colonial o f f i c i a l s and the indigenous, Marching 

Rule discourse as p a r a l l e l processes which together determined 

the developing Marching Rule events. 

The nature of the documentary evidence i t s e l f demands 

that a h i s t o r i c a l approach be undertaken, at least i n i t i a l l y . 

My interest in reconstructing some features of the history 

of the Marching Rule in the f i r s t d i v i s i o n of the thesis 



i s not pu re l y i d i o g r a p h i c but i s presented toward a nomothetic 

end, and thus , i s c l o s e r to the o v e r a l l program o-f the 

p r o f e s s i o n a l an th ropo log i s t ra the r than h i s t o r i a n . The 

m i l l e n a r i a n movement shares w i th the gener ic s o c i a l drama 

a q u a l i t y of be ing a " f a s t p r o c e s s , " in V i c t o r T u r n e r ' s 

ph rase , whose comparat ive study i s not amenable to s t a t i s t i c a l 

or atemporal models , but which r e q u i r e s many extended 

case s t u d i e s <1967). My aim i s to develop and extend 

some of T u r n e r ' s ideas on d i a c h r o n i c s t r u c t u r e s and the 

genera t i ve p r o p e r t i e s of the encounter between i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

s t r u c t u r e and l i m i n a l i t y , the negat ion of i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

s t r u c t u r e . I am i n t e r e s t e d in what i s termed ' s o c i a l 

d i a g n o s t i c s , ' which I d e f i n e as the process by which persons 

understand and seek to shape the course of t h e i r exper ience 

through the p roduc t ion of d i s c o u r s e acco rd ing to c u l t u r a l l y 

r e c e i v e d semi o t i c codes and h e u r i s t i c r u l e s of i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

The March ing Rule d i s c o u r s e was dominated by a pa t te rn 

of s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s f u r n i s h e d by E v a n g e l i c a l B i b l i c a l 

l i t e r a l i s m , the development and i n d i g e n i z a t i o n of which 

w i l l r e c e i v e s p e c i a l a t t e n t i o n in the second d i v i s i o n 

of the t h e s i s . 

A most important e f f e c t of the a v a i l a b i l i t y of o r i g i n a l 

March ing Rule w r i t i n g s i s that t h i s s tudy , a l though based 

on l i b r a r y and a r c h i v a l r e s e a r c h , nonethe less makes use 



o-f primary materials. As such, they are used in a manner 

appropriate to primary materials, with thick description 

and -frequent quotation, and consequently, a very detailed 

overall treatment. Because of the "open-text" quality 

of the corpus of indigenous writings, that i s , a quality 

of textuality unencumbered by what Cl i f ford terms a "privileged 

authorial s tandpoint ," 1 0 the "literary outburst" of 

the Marching Rule intel lectuals provides a basis for perhaps 

continual new scholarly reinterpretations, which my own 

findings wil l hopefully provoke. 

This thesis is organized into ten substantive chapters 

divided into three general divis ions. In the f i r s t , I 

take a historical approach to the Marching Rule period, 

in which I advance a new pol i t i ca l interpretation of the 

movement to make sense of the l i terature's themes of mass 

hysteria versus rationalism, Cargoism versus po l i t i ca l 

revolution, Christ ianity versus class consciousness. 

The second division takes an ethnological approach which 

features the origins and nature of Malaitan Christ ianity 

and i t s evolution into the doctrines promulgated by the 

Marching Rule intel lectuals . The third discusses how 

11 James Cl i f ford (1988), Fieldwork, Reciprocity and 
the Making of Ethnographic Texts. Man 17:518-533. 



the movement was propagated and o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d by the 

s e m i o t i c p r o p e r t i e s o-f i t s r h e t o r i c , and concludes with 

some o b s e r v a t i o n s on the comparative v a l u e o-f the Marchin 

Rule i n the context o-f a Turner's and o t h e r s ' general 

t h e o r i e s on processual -forms and redemptive r e l i g i o n s . 
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INTRODUCTORY THEORETICAL ISSUES 

T h i s i s not a t h e s i s on the anthropology o-f r e l i g i o n , 

the s e m i o t i c s o-f r h e t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s , or a l l p o s s i b l e 

sources o-f s o c i a l change. In d i r e c t i n g us to examine 

the r o l e o-f r e l i g i o n in the March ing R u l e , however, Laracy 

n e c e s s a r i l y i n v o l v e s us in t h e o r e t i c a l i s s u e s regard ing 

the general r o l e o-f r e l i g i o n in s o c i e t y , long a cen t ra l 

problem o-f an th ropo logy . The corpus o-f documentary ev idence 

r e q u i r e s an e x p l i c i t approach to r h e t o r i c a l a n a l y s i s that 

i s c o n s i s t e n t w i th an th ropo log i ca l ra the r than s e m i o t i c a l 

o b j e c t i v e s . And, an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o-f an i s s u e w i th 

respec t to s o c i a l change, the general th rus t o-f the study 

o-f m i l l e n a r i a n movements, i s a l s o p e r t i n e n t . Some comments 

which can on ly be presented as assumptions about t h i s 

p rob lemat ic are now in o rde r . 

R e l i g i o n i s a s o c i a l phenomenon. T r a d i t i o n a l r e l i g i o u s 

cosmology i n v o l v e s the e x i s t e n c e o-f non-human agenc ies 

and powers which are respons ive to human communication 

and which act on the wor ld o r d e r , and so extends the pa t te rn 

o-f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s beyond those of i t s l i v i n g members. 

As S k o r u p s k i , a p h i l o s o p h e r , s t a t e s , r e l i g i o u s r i t e s 

are " s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n s w i th a u t h o r i t a t i v e or powerful 

be ings w i t h i n the a c t o r ' s s o c i a l f i e l d , and t h e i r s p e c i a l 

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s are in l a rge par t due to the s p e c i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 



t h e s e b e i n g s a r e t h o u g h t t o have." Beyond e x t e n d i n g 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s i n t o t h e r e a l m o f t h e s a c r e d , r e l i g i o n 

a l s o p r o v i d e s a c o s m o l o g y o r w o r l d - v i e w w h i c h makes s e n s e 

t o man's c a p a c i t y and need f o r r a t i o n a l knowing; an image 

o f t h e moral man w h i c h i s a r e f e r e n c e model f o r e v a l u a t i n g 

s o c i a l comportment; and i n i t s e x p r e s s i v e and s y m b o l i c 

a s p e c t , t h e f o r m s i n w h i c h e m o t i o n s a r e e x p e r i e n c e d and 
13) 

a f f e c t i v e s u p p o r t g i v e n t o i n d i v i d u a l s u nder s t r e s s . T h e s 

c o r r e s p o n d t o some t r a d i t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s o f r h e t o r i c a l 

a n a l y s i s , 1 Q Q O S . e t h o s and p a t h o s w h i c h w i l l f r a m e t h e 

c o n c l u d i n g d i s c u s s i o n on t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e d i s c o u r s e . 

When t h e members o f a community engage i n r e l i g i o u s 

b e h a v i o r , an o u t s t a n d i n g c h a r a c t e r i s t i c i s t h e u s e o f 

p a r t i c u l a r l a n g u a g e termed r e l i g i o u s d i s c o u r s e . R e s e a r c h 

i n t o t h e i d e o l o g i c a l r e a l m i n t h e main r e q u i r e s r e s e a r c h 

12 John S k o r u p s k i , Symbol and T h e o r y . A p h i l o s o p h i c a l  
s t u d y o f t h e o r i e s o f r e l i o i o n i n s o c i a l a n t h r o p o l o q y . 
C a m b r i d g e P r e s s , 1976:164-6. 

13 C f . C l i f f o r d G e e r t z ( 1 9 6 3 ) , R e l i g i o n a s a C u l t u r a l 
S y s t e m . C h a p t e r 1 ijn Max Gl uckman and F r e d Eggan 
( e d s . ) , T h e A n t h r o p o l O Q V o f R e l i o i o n . ASAO Monograph 
s e r i e s . 

14 f o r a f o r m a l i z a t i o n o f t h e l o g i c o f r e l i g i o n , s e e 
J.M. B o c h e n s k i , O.P. (1965) T h e L o g i c o f R e l i g i o n . 
New Y o r k U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , NY. 
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i n t o r e l i g i o u s d i s c o u r s e . 

Much r e l i g i o u s d i s c o u r s e in the C h r i s t i a n t r a d i t i o n 

concerns communication w i th Sod. But much d i scou rse a l s o 

occurs as communication between men about t h e i r s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p w i th respec t to God and H i s i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

I t i s t h i s l a t t e r - f i e ld of r e l i g i o u s d i scou rse which i s 

of i n t e r e s t to u s . My t h e o r e t i c a l o b j e c t i v e , r e l a t i v e 

to the i d e o l o g i c a l r ea lm , i s to orasp the use of that  

rea lm, i n c l u d i n g the produc t ion of r e l i o i o u s d i s c o u r s e ,  

in the context of a c t i o n s . 

Rhe to r i c and i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e 

In Umberto E c o ' s theory of s e m i o t i c s , labor i s expended 

in s i gn p r o d u c t i o n , an a c t i v i t y that f a l l s under the heading 

of r h e t o r i c . 1 5 : > E c o ' s theory in forms the general a t t i t u d e 

of my approach ra the r than a ready-made method of a n a l y s i s . 

Eco s t a t e s that contemporary r h e t o r i c a l theory " c o n s i d e r s 

the pe rsuas i ve d i s c o u r s e not as a s u b t l e f raudu len t procedure 

but as a technique of ' r e a s o n a b l e ' human i n t e r a c t i o n , 

c o n t r o l l e d by doubt and e x p l i c i t l y sub jec t to many e x t r a - l o g i c a l 

c o n d i t i o n s " < i dem:278) . In a s i m i l a r v e i n , c l a s s i c a l 

r h e t o r i c i a n s i n c l u d i n g A r i s t o t l e understood r h e t o r i c to 

15 Umberto Eco <1976), A Theory of S e m i o t i c s . Ind iana 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , B loomington. p. 276. 
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be a " s o c i a l l y o r i e n t e d -form o-f reason ing" ( idem:277) . 

Rhe to r i c was understood a s t r u c t u r e d process o-f i n q u i r y 

in which the re l evan t - factors o-f a problem of p r a c t i c e 

are brought f o r t h in order that a reasoned d e c i s i o n may 

be made. Rhe to r i c i s thus d i s t i n c t i v e l y moral in f u n c t i o n , 

a framework f o r the produc t ion of d i s cou rse openly viewed 

as d i r e c t e d toward the p e r f e c t i o n of human nature and 

p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , not toward persuas ion ' a t any 

c o s t ' . The a t t i t u d e or mot ive from which r h e t o r i c i s s u e s 

i s marked by i t s moral p u r p o s e . * ^ 

The March ing Rule can be viewed as the product of 

an ind igenous p rocess of r h e t o r i c . The methodolog ica l 

focus of the t h e s i s must go beyond the dimensions of 1 Q Q O S . 

ethos and pathos as co i nc i den t elements of p e r s u a s i o n , 

to cons ider t h e i r f u l l d imensions in c o n s t r a i n i n g the 

ind igenous pe rcep t ion of moral problems, the Judgements 

on which produced the Marching Rule d o c t r i n e s . 

A r i s t o t l e c l o s e l y l i n k e d the process of r h e t o r i c 

w i th d e l i b e r a t i o n in the po1 i s . D e l i b e r a t i o n in p u b l i c 

f u r t h e r s moral enqu i ry and " the exchange of moral p e r s p e c t i v e s , 

and thus to e s t a b l i s h a common moral p e r s p e c t i v e upon 

16 Chr i s tophe r Ry le Johnstone (1980) . "An A r i s t o t e l i a n 
T r i l o g y : E t h i c s , Rhe to r i c and P o l i t i c s in the Search 
f o r Moral T r u t h . " Ph i losophy and R h e t o r i c . 13(4 ) :1 -24 . 
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w h i c h a l l c o o p e r a t i v e b e h a v i o r can be b a s e d " ( J o h n s t o n e 

i b i d . : 1 6 ) . E v e r y m oral community s u p p o r t s t h e e x i s t e n c e 

o f i n s t i t u t i o n s t h a t s t r u c t u r e and r e g u l a t e c o n f l i c t t h r o u g h 

l a n g u a g e . From a l a n g u a g e - c e n t e r e d p e r s p e c t i v e , p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e i m p o r t a n t i n s o f a r a s t h e y s t r u c t u r e and 

c o n s t r a i n t h e p a t t e r n o f p o l i t i c a l u t t e r a n c e s , i . e . , u t t e r a n c e s 

t h a t r e f e r t o t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f m o ral u n d e r s t a n d i n g s 

t o p r o b l e m s o f p u b l i c c o n d u c t . The i n s t i t u t i o n manages 

d i s p u t e s by c o n s t r a i n i n g them w i t h i n f o r m a l i z e d p r o c e d u r e s 

i n w h i c h s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e made e x p l i c i t i n an 

e x p l i c i t o r g a n i z i n g framework t h r o u g h w h i c h a d j u s t m e n t s 
. . . 17) i n power r e l a t i o n s can o c c u r . 

P o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , w h a t e v e r e l s e t h e y may be, 

a r e a l s o d i s c u r s i v e s t r u c t u r e s , and a s s u c h a r e among 

t h e l i n g u i s t i c p r e r e q u i s i t e s t o m o ral community, f o r t h e y 

s t i p u l a t e how a c t o r s may l e g i t i m a t e l y engage t h e m s e l v e s 

i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n s t h a t a r e embedded i n l o c a l l y bounded 

norms o f i n t e g r i t y . 

In t h e c o l o n i a l a m b i ence o f t h e BSIP, t h e r e was no 

d i s c u r s i v e i n s t i t u t i o n f o r m a n aging i n t e r - r a c i a l p o l i t i c a l 

d i s c o u r s e . T h e r e was no way i n w h i c h n a t i v e M e l a n e s i a n s 

17 Some a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s who h a v e d i s c u s s e d p o l i t i c a l 
i n s t i t u t i o n s i n l i k e t e r m s i n c l u d e : Kenelm B u r r i d g e 
<1957), " D i s p u t i n g i n T a n g u " . A m e r i c a n A n t h r o p o l o o i s t . 
59 ( 5 ) . M a u r i c e B l o c h , " I n t r o d u c t i o n " and Raymond 
F i r t h , " S p e e ch-making and A u t h o r i t y i n T i k o p i a " , 
i n M a u r c e B l o c h , <ed.) <1975), P o l i t i c a l Language  
and O r a t o r y i n T r a d i t i o n a l S o c i e t y . A c a d e m i c P r e s s , 
L o n d o n . An a l t e r n a t i v e v i e w i s t a k e n by R o b e r t P a i n e 
<ed.), P o l i t i c a l l y S p e a k i n g . C r o s s - c u l t u r a l s t u d i e s  
o f R h e t o r i c . S o c i a l and Economic P a p e r s No. 10, 
I n s t i t u t e o f S o c i a l and Economic R e s e a r c h , M e m o r i a l 

U n i v e r s i t y o f N e w f o u n d l a n d , S t . J o h n s . 1981:5. 
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and Europeans could meet and de l iberate on problems with 

amity, as existed in the t r a d i t i o n a l soc ia l arrangements 

o-f each separate ly . There were two moral communities, 

each with i t s own pattern o-f r h e t o r i c . The r e l a t i o n between 

them o-f dominance and subjugation, a product i-f not the 

aim o-f paci-f i ca t ion , was -founded on -force. Though sustained 

by codes o-f behavior such as sa lu t ing a d i s t r i c t o-f-ficer, 

such codes were not primary and normative but were the 

mere outward signs of a s i tua t ion dominated by the norms 

of mastery and obedience. 

Given the statement that every moral community supports 

a p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n for managing c o n f l i c t s through 

language, the c o n f l i c t between moral communities may take 

the form of creat ing or pos i t ing an i n s t i t u t i o n through 

which moral equal i ty may be a c t u a l i z e d . If we rephrase 

our statement on moral communities and p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

we can derive the b icondi t ional sentence, 'There i s a 

moral community i f and only i f there i s an i n s t i t u t i o n 

that manages c o n f l i c t through language.' A great deal 

i s yet to be remarked on how an underlying dr ive for a 

new moral order resu l ted in the s p e c i f i c shape of events 

of the Marching Rule per iod , which was dominated by the 

issue of inventing and i n i t i a t i n g just such an i n s t i t u t i o n . 
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S t r u c t u r e s o-f c h a n o e 

L i k e some o t h e r s o c i a l a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s , V i c t o r T u r n e r 

e m p h a s i z e s t h e r o l e o-f - f o r m a l i z a t i o n i n m a n aging c o n - f l i c t 
. . . . „ .. 18) s i t u a t i o n s . He w r i t e s , 

T h e g r a d i e n t o-f - f o r m a l i t y may e x t e n d -from t h e mere 
d i s p l a y o-f e t i q u e t t e and p r o p r i e t y , t h r o u g h c e r e m o n i a l 
a c t i o n , t o t h e - f u l l - b l o w n r i t u a l i z a t i on o-f b e h a v i o r . 
Even when s i t u a t i o n s d e v e l o p s p o n t a n e o u s l y , o u t o-f 
q u a r r e l s o r c e l e b r a t i o n s , t h e y r a p i d l y a c q u i r e a 
• f o r m a l i z e d o r s t r u c t u r a l c h a r a c t e r . Most a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s 
have o b s e r v e d t h a t , i n t h e c o u r s e o-f v i l l a g e q u a r r e l s , 
t h e c o n t e n d i n g - f a c t i o n s draw a p a r t , c o n s o l i d a t e t h e i r 
r a n k s , and d e v e l o p spokesmen who p r e s e n t t h e i r c a s e s 
i n t e r m s o-f a r h e t o r i c t h a t i s c u l t u r a l l y s t a n d a r d i z e d . 

T u r n e r ' s e a r l y work l e a v e s us bere-ft o-f any t h e o r y o-f 

how c o n - f l i c t s a r e r e s o l v e d i n t h e a b s e n c e o-f " c u l t u r a l l y 

s t a n d a r d i z e d " p r o c e d u r e s i n a s i t u a t i o n o f c o n f l i c t i n g 

m o r a l c o m m u n i t i e s s u c h a s t h a t w h i c h e n g e n d e r e d t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e . In a l a t e r w o r k , 1 9 > T u r n e r a d v a n c e d a ' s o c i a l 

drama' model o f p o l i t i c a l c r i s i s t o e x p l a i n how a p o l i t i c a l 

18 i_n S c h w a r t z , T u r n e r and Tuden <1966), P o l i t i c a l An t h r o p o l oqy: 241. 

19 V i c t o r T u r n e r ( 1 9 7 4 ) , Dramas. F i e l d s and M e t a p h o r s . 
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• f i e l d s u c h a s a c o l o n i a l o r d e r may move i n t o a new f i e l d 

m arked by a r e v o l u t i o n a r y o r d e r , t h r o u g h t h e s t a g e s o f 

<i) b r e a c h o f n o r m - g o v e r n e d r e l a t i o n s h i p s , (2) m o u n t i n g 

c r i s i s , <3> r e d r e s s i v e a c t i o n s , (4) r e i n t e g r a t i o n < idem:41) . 

T u r n e r n o t e s t h a t t h e c a p a c i t y o f t h e s u c c e s s i v e s t a g e s 

t o have c o n t i n u i t y i s a f u n c t i o n o f t h e cornmun i t a s r e l e a s e d 

by a p r i m a r y p r o c e s s . Communitas i s n o t s i m p l y a n o t h e r 

term f o r t h e r e l i g i o u s , a l t h o u g h p e r h a p s i t i s f o r t h e 

'numinous' i n R u d o l f O t t o ' s phenomenology. Communitas 

i s d e f i n e d a s a c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f t h e "bonds w h i c h u n i t e " 

w h i c h a r e o f a h i g h e r o r d e r than t h o s e o f " r e g u l a t e d s o c i a l 

r e l a t i o n s and o r g a n i z e d s o c i a l g r o u p s " i n c l u d i n g r o u t i n i z e d 

r e l i g i o n s ( 1 9 7 4 : 4 5 ) . The p r i m a r y p r o c e s s i s s o m e t h i n g 

w h i c h : 

... a r i s e s f r o m deep human need s f o r more d i r e c t 
and e g a l i t a r i a n ways o f knowing and e x p e r i e n c i n g 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , n e e d s w h i c h have been f r u s t r a t e d or 
p e r v e r t e d by t h o s e s e c o n d a r y p r o c e s s e s w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e 
t h e h o m e o s t a t i c f u n c t i o n i n g o f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d 
s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e (idem:111) . 

T u r n e r i n v i t e d c r o s s - c u l t u r a l c o m p a r i s o n o f h i s f o u r - s t a g e 

m o d e l . He e x h o r t s t h e a n a l y s t o f t h i s t y p e o f movement 

t o " n o t l i m i t o n e ' s e n q u i r y t o a p a r t i c u l a r s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , 

but t o l o o k f o r t h e g r o u n d s f o r a c t i o n i n g e n e r i c communitas." 

In o t h e r w o r d s , T u r n e r u r g e s us t o l o o k f o r t h e f a c t o r s 

of c h a n g e w h i c h p r o c e e d not f r o m t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d 

p r o p e r t i e s o f o r g a n i z a t i o n s , but w h i c h p r o c e e d f r o m t h e 
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e n c o u n t e r between s t r u c t u r e and a n t i - s t r u c t u r e , o u t o-f 

w h i c h t h e s e c o n d a r y o r d e r i n g s o-f t h e s o c i a l w o r l d a r e 

remade o v e r t h e c o u r s e o-f a s o c i a l drama. " H i s t o r y r e p e a t s 

t h e deep myths o-f c u l t u r e , g e n e r a t e d i n g r e a t s o c i a l c r i s e s 

a t t u r n i n g p o i n t s o f change" < i d e m : 1 2 2 ) . 

A s Kenelm B u r r i d g e s t a t e s , "what we know more f a m i l i a r l y 

a s r e v o l u t i o n s a r e i n f a c t w r i t t e n o r programmed i n t o 

t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s c o n t a i n e d i n t h e E u r o p e a n c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . 

T h a t i s , mi 1 1 e n n i a l i s m s ( a n d s o , l a t e r , w i t h d e v e l o p m e n t , 

r e v o l u t i o n s ) a r e an i n t e g r a l p a r t o f E u r o p e a n c i v i l i z a t i o n . " ^ ' * 

What we must be c o n c e r n e d w i t h i s t h e n a t u r e o f s u c h " i n s t r u c t i o n 

and t h e i r method o f p r o p a g a t i o n t o n o n - E u r o p e a n s e t t i n g s . 

F u n d a m e n t a l i s t C h r i s t i a n i t y i n M a l a i t a i n t r o d u c e d a new 

s t r a t e g y o f d i s c o u r s e p r o d u c t i o n i n w h i c h t h e B i b l e had 

u l t i m a t e a u t h o r i t y , w h i c h was u s e d by t h e SSEM and i t s 

c o n v e r t s t o d e c o n s t r u c t t h e pagan o r d e r , and u l t i m a t e l y , 

t h e c o l o n i a l o r d e r i t s e l f u n der t h e banner o f t h e M a r c h i n g 

Ru 1 e. 
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PART I . 

HISTORICAL APPROACH TO THE MARCHING RULE 

In t r o d u c t i on 

E r i c W olf s t a t e s t h a t t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e E u r o p e a n w o r k i n g 
21) 

c l a s s e s and o f p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t i e s i s one h i s t o r y . 

"The t r a j e c t o r i e s o f t h e ' p e o p l e w i t h o u t h i s t o r y ' on v a r i o u s 

c o n t i n e n t s o f t h e g l o b e d o v e t a i l and c o n v e r g e w i t h i n t h e 

l a r g e r m a t r i x c r e a t e d by E u r o p e a n e x p a n s i o n and t h e c a p i t a l i s t 

mode o f p r o d u c t i o n " < i d e m : 3 5 5 ) . Much o f t h e h i s t o r y o f 

t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , he s t a t e s , can be e x p l a i n e d by 

t h e g r e a t movements o f l a b o r and t h e economic r e l a t i o n s 

w h i c h s u c h movements made m a n i f e s t . T h r e e s u c h m i g r a t i o n s 

o c c u r r e d o v e r t h e c e n t u r y : a r a p i d growth o f E u r o p e a n 

u r b a n c e n t e r s , t h e movement o f f i f t y m i l l i o n E u r o p e a n s 

t o o t h e r c o n t i n e n t s i n c l u d i n g t h i r t y - t w o m i l l i o n t o t h e 

U n i t e d S t a t e s , and f i n a l l y , i n a number o f movements o f 

n o n - E u r o p e a n c o n t r a c t l a b o r e r s i n t h e c o l o n i a l w o r l d . 

T h e l a t t e r l a b o r m i g r a t i o n i n c l u d e s t h e movements o f 

t h e west A f r i c a n s t o t h e c o t t o n f i e l d s o f t h e a n t e - b e l l u m 

s o u t h e r n U.S., o f B a n t u i n t o t h e m i n e s o f s o u t h e r n A f r i c a , 

28 K.O.L. B u r r i d g e (1985) "Mi 1 1 e n n i a l i s m s and t h e R e c r e a t i o n 
o f H i s t o r y . " I_n B r u c e L i n c o l n <ed) , R e l i o i o n . R e b e l l i o n .  
R e v o l u t i o n . M a c m i l l a n : 222 

21 E u r o p e and t h e P e o p l e W i t h o u t H i s t o r y 



o-f C h i n e s e and I n d i a n s i n t o - f i e l d s and l a b o r gangs t h r o u g h o u t 

A f r i c a , S o u t h e a s t A s i a and N o r t h A m e r i c a , o-f s o u t h e r n 

E u r o p e a n s i n t o S o u t h A m e r i c a , and o-f some 46,387 ( A l l a n 

1958) M e l a n e s i a n s p r e d o m i n a n t l y -from t h e New H e b r i d e s 

and t h e Solomon I s l a n d s i n t o t h e c a n e - f i e l d s o f Q u e e n s l a n d . 

O r i g i n s were i r r e l e v a n t i n t h e p r o c e s s o f m i g r a t i o n and 

f o r e i g n employment e x c e p t i n s o f a r a s t h e y e n a b l e d t h e 

w o r k e r t o e n t e r i n t o t h e r e q u i s i t e r e l a t i o n s o f t h e modes 

o f p r o d u c t i o n . T h e r e he u n l e a r n e d and l e a r n e d c u l t u r e 

f r o m p e o p l e and t h e i r s u r r o u n d i n g s , w h i c h e v e r y w h e r e p r o d u c e d 

a w i d e r c u l t u r a l u n i t y t h r o u g h t h e c o n t i n u a l r e c a p i t u l a t i o n 

o f t h e c h a r a c t e r i s t i c c a p i t a l - 1 a b o r r e l a t i o n s h i p . A l t h o u g h 

s o c i a l s c i e n t i s t s v i e w e d t h e new l a b o r e r s a s t h e s o u r c e 

o f s o c i a l p r o b l e m s b e c a u s e o f t h e i r s e v e r a n c e f r o m c u l t u r a l 

r o o t s , i t d i d n o t i n v o l v e l o o k i n g a t them "as s o c i a l a c t o r s 

i n t h e i r own r i g h t , r e s p o n d i n g t o new c o n d i t i o n s " (Wolf 

i b i d : 3 5 4 ) . 

In t h i s d i v i s i o n o f t h e t h e s i s w h i c h I have headed 

"The H i s t o r i c a l A p p r o a c h t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e " I aim t o 

r e c o v e r a moment o f h i s t o r y o f a ' p e o p l e w i t h o u t h i s t o r y ' 

by a d v a n c i n g an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e d o c u m e n t a r y l i t e r a t u r e 

o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d . T h e M e l a n e s i a n p e o p l e , who 

were v i e w e d a l m o s t e n t i r e l y a s s o u r c e s o f l a b o r f o r p l a n t a t i o n 

a g r i c u l t u r e , u nder t h e l e a d e r s h i p o f i n d i g e n o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 
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i n d e e d a c t e d ' i n t h e i r own r i g h t . ' T h e y made t h r o u g h 

t h e i r w o rds and a c t i o n s , a h i s t o r y whose f u l l and c o m p l e t e 

a c c o u n t i n g can o n l y be an i d e a l t o w a r d w h i c h a c a d e m i c 

s c h o l a r s h i p can s t r i v e . 

From t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d i n 

193? t h r o u g h t o i t s r e s t i v e c o n c l u s i o n i n J a n u a r y 1953, 

a p o l i t i c a l movement was s u s t a i n e d by a s i n g l e i d e a l p r i n c i p l e 

h e l d i n t h e m i n d s o f i t s l e a d e r s w i t h u n u s u a l t e n a c i t y 

and c l a r i t y — t h e n e e d f o r a new n a t i v e i n s t i t u t i o n o f 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e g o v e r n m e n t . Over t h e c o u r s e o f t h e e n s u i n g 

s o c i a l dramas, t h i s i d e a was u s e d t o d e r i v e d i f f e r e n t 

p l a n s o r a l g o r i t h m s d e f i n i n g and i m p l e m e n t i n g s u c h i n s t i t u t i o n s 

i n numerous f o r m s . Each a t t e m p t s h a r e d two c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s . 

I t was a f o r m o f r e p u b l i c a n government, and i t was c l e a r l y 

v a l i d a t e d by r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y . T h e s e i n c i p i e n t i n s t i t u t i o n s 

m i r r o r e d and n e g a t e d t h o s e o f c o l o n i a l g o v ernment: t h e 

c o l o n i a l o r d e r was n o t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ; i t r u l e d a g a i n s t 

t h e w i s h e s o f t h e m a j o r i t y o f p e o p l e . And, b e c a u s e Government's 

s u p p o s e d C h r i s t i a n n a t u r e was u n d e r s t o o d a s a sham a f t e r 

t h e war, i t was i n v a l i d f r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f r e l i g i o u s 

a u t h o r i t y , t h a t i s , a s i n t e r p r e t e d by t h e i n d i g e n e s o f 

t h e S o u t h Sea E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n . 
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C h a p t e r 1. T h e B r i t i s h Solomon I s l a n d s P r o t e c t o r a t e 

T h i s c h a p t e r p r o v i d e s some b a c k g r o u n d m a t e r i a l on t h e 

c o l o n i a l s i t u a t i o n p r i o r t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d . 

I w i l l d i s c u s s t h e h i s t o r i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o-f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e 

g o v ernment, i t s n a t i v e p o l i c y , and i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 

t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n and t h e SSEM. 

The -formation and a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o-f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e 

T h e modern h i s t o r y o-f s o u t h e r n M e l a n e s i a b e g i n s between 

t h e y e a r s 1863 and 1891, t h e p e r i o d o f t h e l a b o r t r a f f i c 

between t h e i s l a n d s and t h e Q u e e n s l a n d s u g a r p l a n t a t i o n s . 

Most r e c r u i t s came f r o m t h e New H e b r i d e s , but t h e y i n c l u d e d 

some 15,080 Solomon I s l a n d e r s , p e r h a p s t h r e e - q u a r t e r s 

f r o m M a l a i t a , o f w h i c h o v e r e i g h t y p e r c e n t were pagans 

< H i l l i a r d 1974:41). W.G. I v e n s s t a t e s t h a t "one i s s a f e 

i n e s t i m a t i n g " t h a t h a l f o f t h o s e who went a b r o a d d i e d 

t h e r e ( I v e n s 1936:42). The l a b o r r e c r u i t i n g , i n l o c a l 

c i r c l e s commonly known a s ' b l a c k b i r d i n g , ' o c c u r e d w i t h o u t 

s u p e r v i s i o n o r c o n t r o l u n t i l 1872 when t h e t h e P a c i f i c 

I s l a n d e r s P r o t e c t i o n A c t was e n a c t e d . D e s p i t e t h e s q u a l i d 

c i r c u m s t a n c e s w h i c h s u r r o u n d e d t h e l a b o r t r a f f i c , w h i c h 

c a u s e s i t s l i t e r a t u r e t o be l i s t e d under t h e h e a d i n g o f 

' s l a v e r y ' i n T a y l o r ' s c o mpendious P a c i f i c B i b l i o o r a p h v . 

t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o go t o Q u e e n s l a n d was a g r e a t a t t r a c t i o n 
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t o t h e n a t i v e s . 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n o v e r t h e g r o u p commenced i n 1875 when 

a H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r -for t h e W e s t e r n P a c i f i c , h e a d q u a r t e r e d 

i n F i j i , was a p p o i n t e d w i t h M a g i s t e r i a l powers o v e r B r i t i s h 

s u b j e c t s . N a v a l commanders were a p p o i n t e d d e p u t y C o m m i s s i o n e r s 

and t h e i r s p o r a d i c p a t r o l s t h r o u g h t h e Solomons and New 

H e b r i d e s t o en-force t h e K i n g ' s Law d i s c o u r a g e d t h e most 

f l a g r a n t a b u s e s . In 1885 t h e Q u e e n s l a n d l e g i s l a t u r e , r e s p o n d i n g 

t o p u b l i c p r e s s u r e , o u t l a w e d t h e l a b o r t r a f f i c w h i c h however 

was resumed under s t r i n g e n t c o n t r o l s i n 1891 d u r i n g t h e 

d e p r e s s i o n . In 1901 t h e Commonwealth government d e c i d e d 

t h a t no f u r t h e r r e c r u i t m e n t w o u l d o c c u r a f t e r 1904, and 

f o u r y e a r s l a t e r t h e l a s t o f t h e M e l a n e s i a n l a b o r e r s were 

r e p a t r i a t e d t o t h e i r home i s l a n d s . The n a t i v e s were n o t 

a n x i o u s t o r e t u r n . A c c o r d i n g t o A l l a n , y o u t h s a f t e r w a r d s 

p l e a d e d t o be a l l o w e d t o go back t o Q u e e n s l a n d ( A l l a n 

1 9 5 0 : C h . l , n. 6 ) . J a c k M a l a y t a , a Q u e e n s l a n d l a b o r e r 

and s t u d e n t i n an A n g l i c a n Q u e e n s l a n d b i b l e s c h o o l , w r o t e 

t h e f o l l o w i n g a p p e a l i n 1901: 

I w r i t e t o you i n t h e name of a l l my c o u n t r y m e n , 
f o r we h e a r some news s a y i n g t h a t t h e w h i t e p e o p l e 
want t o s e n d a l l t h e b o y s o u t o f Q u e e n s l a n d . Can 
you t e l l me i f t h i s i s r e a l l y t r u e ? B e c a u s e t h e 
w h i t e p e o p l e d i d b r i n g us t o t h e i r c o u n t r y : and t h a t 
was a good day f o r u s , f o r h e r e we d i d l e a r n much 

t h a t was good. / We have worked w e l l i n t h i s l a n d 
f o r t h e w h i t e p e o p l e ; t h e n why do t h e y want t o t u r n 



us o u t ? I do n o t s a y a l l b o y s have a l w a y s been good; 
but where i s t h e l a n d i n w h i c h a l l men a r e good? 
/ I am o n l y a p o o r S o u t h Sea boy, and may be I do 
not know much; but i f w h i t e p e o p l e know t h e t r u e 
God, a s we have been t a u g h t by them, how can t h e y 
t h i n k t h a t r i g h t , t o s e n d us back i n t o a l a n d - f u l l 
o-f s i n , where i s a l w a y s - f i g h t i n g , where l i f e i s n e v e r 
s a f e , where t h e r e c a n ' t be s c h o o l s f o r many y e a r s 
y e t , no c h u r c h t o p r a i s e God i n , and more than a l l , 
where we s h a l 1 be c u t o f f f r o m g o i n g — 1 i k e we do 
h e r e — t o t h e H o l y Communion? / T h e r e a r e many h u n d r e d s 
of us C h r i s t i a n s , and t o be s e n t back t o our I s l a n d 
w i l l mean d e a t h f o r u s , b e c a u s e our I s l a n d i s y e t 
f u l l o f s i n . / 
... A r e t h e r e no k i n d h e a r t s among C h r i s t i a n w h i t e 
p e o p l e who, f o r t h e l o v e o f our one God, w i l l s t a n d 
by us and h e l p us i n t h i s our t r o u b l e , s o t h a t we 
may s t a y i n p e a c e where we can have our s c h o o l and 
c h u r c h and s e r v e God ...7 ( L a r a c y 1983:44). 

B o t h c a p i t a l i n v e s t m e n t and C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n f o l l o w e d 

t h e l a b o r f o r c e back t o t h e Solomons. P e a s a n t c o c o n u t 

c u l t i v a t i o n was i n t e n s i f i e d i n t h e New G e o r g i a g r o u p . 

L e v e r s , t h e l a r g e s t c o m m e r c i a l i n t e r e s t i n t h e Solomons 

and one o f t h e f i r s t rnul t i n a t i o n a l c o r p o r a t i o n s , began 

p l a n t a t i o n s on t h e R u s s e l l s and G u a d a l c a n a l . O t h e r f i r m s 

i n c l u d e d B u r n s P h i l i p and Company, p l a n t e r s and s h i p p e r s , 

and t h e Young b r o t h e r s o f Q u e e n s l a n d , who a t t e m p t e d t o 

e x t e n d t h e i r F a i r y m e a d Sugar Company i n t e r e s t s i n t o Solomons 

c o c o n u t c u l t i v a t i o n . 

L a b o r c o n d i t i o n s on t h e i s l a n d p l a n t a t i o n s were much 

h a r s h e r than t h e y had been i n Q u e e n s l a n d . Nor d i d t h e 

p l a n t a t i o n s o f f e r u r b a n a t t r a c t i o n s . T h e y were t h e s i t e s 

o f no permanent E u r o p e a n commitments. H i g h bush f a m i l i e s 
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and c o a s t a l middlemen d r o v e h a r d e r b a r g a i n s -for r e c r u i t s . 

A l t h o u g h p l a n t e r s had -found t h a t t h e y c o u l d grow p r a c t i c a l l y 

a n y t h i n g i n t h e Solomons, i n c l u d i n g f o r example r u b b e r , 

v a n i l l a , s i s a l , and c o c o a , t h e r e was a c h r o n i c s h o r t a g e 

o-f a d e q u a t e l a b o r . S a i d a f o r m e r p l a n t e r , "we were f o r c e d 
22) 

back w i l l y - n i l l y i n t o c o p r a p r o d u c t i o n . " C o p r a p r o d u c t i o n 

i s t h e l e a s t l a b o r - i n t e n s i v e o f t h e t r o p i c a l a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p r o d u c t s . 

A l l a n s u m marizes t h e e f f e c t s o f t h e e a r l y l a b o r t r a d e 

i n t h e f o l l o w i n g way. T h e guns b r o u g h t t o t h e i s l a n d e r s 

i n c r e a s e d i n d i g e n o u s w a r f a r e and made i t more l e t h a l i n 

c h a r a c t e r . R e p a t r i a t e s b r o u g h t back c o n t a g i o u s d i s e a s e s 

t o t h e i s l a n d s . C u l t u r a l l y , t h e r e was new d i s r e s p e c t 

f o r t h e g e r o n t o c r a c y and d e f e r r e d m a r r i a g e s . And " f i n a l l y , 

most i m p o r t a n t f o r t h e f u t u r e o f M a l a i t a , " F l o r e n c e Young 

b r o u g h t h e r Q u e e n s l a n d Kanaka M i s s i o n t o M a l a i t a i n i t s 

new c l o t h e s , t h e S o u t h Sea E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n . 

C o c o n u t s were s a i d t o grow b e t t e r i n t h e Solomons 

than anywhere e l s e i n t h e w o r l d ( K e e s i n g and C o r r i s , 1988:30), 

a l t h o u g h m o u n t a i n o u s M a l a i t a h e l d l i t t l e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

i t s e l f b e c o m i n g a c e n t r e o f c o p r a p r o d u c t i o n . However, 

22 i n . Roger K e e s i n g and P e t e r C o r r i s < 1980) L i o h t n i n o 
M e e t s t h e West Wind. Th e M a l a i t a M a s s a c r e . M e l b o u r n e , 
O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s . 



t h e - f o r t u n e s t h a t s u p p o s e d l y a w a i t e d assumed a p l a c e i n 

a myth o-f t h e s o u t h P a c i - f i c w h i c h , t o some e x t e n t , i n f l u e n c e d 

e v e r y E u r o p e a n who came t o i t s s h o r e s . A s i d e f r o m a p r o m i s e 

o-f w e a l t h -founded on c h e a p l a b o r , t h e r e was -for government 

o f f i c e r s " t h e l u r e , e n s h r i n e d i n a h u n d r e d b o o k s , o f r u l i n g 

r o m a n t i c t r o p i c a l o u t p o s t s , " < idem:27) and i t was due 

t o t h i s myth t h a t t h e y , p e r h a p s , e n a c t e d " p r e t e n s i o n s 

o f h i g h e r s o c i a l s t a t u s than t h e y e n j o y e d a t home" ( i d e m ) . 

T h e r e was an e l a b o r a t e c o d e o f d r e s s and comportment among 

t h e w h i t e s a t T u l a g i , t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e c a p i t a l o f t h e 

1920s, w h i c h Ian H o b g i n r e c a l l e d was " a l l v e r y , v e r y pukka" 

( i d e m : 3 0 ) . F o r t h e w h i t e m i s s i o n a r i e s , who f o r m e d one 

q u a r t e r o f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s E u r o p e a n p o p u l a t i o n i n t h e 

1920s, t h e myth o f b r i n g i n g t h e b e n e f i t s o f C h r i s t i a n 

community t o t h e h e a t h e n c o n s t i t u t e d a romance o f i t s 

own . 

Government's p r i m a r y d u t y was t o b r i n g a b o u t law 

and o r d e r . Arms, l i q u o r and l a n d d i s p o s a l a l l came under 

i t s e a r l y c o n t r o l . A u k i d i s t r i c t s t a t i o n was e s t a b l i s h e d 

on M a l a i t a i n 1909 and D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r B e l l , who had 

an i n f l a m m a b l e p e r s o n a l i t y and who made p a c i f i c a t i o n o f 

M a l a i t a a p e r s o n a l c r u s a d e , came on d u t y t h e r e i n 1915. 

Government r u l e t h r o u g h o u t t h i s t i m e i n t o t h e t w e n t i e s , 

a c c o r d i n g t o A l l a n , was " s e v e r e l y d i r e c t . " 
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The P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s n a t i v e p o l i c y 

A l l a n s t a t e s , " i t was ... v i r t u a l l y i n e v i t a b l e t h a t n a t i v e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s h o u l d be p a t t e r n e d a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s 

o-f l a r g e - s c a l e i n t e r e s t s p r o d u c i n g a t r o p i c a l a g r i c u l t u r a l 

p r o d u c t w h i c h p r o b a b l y more than any o t h e r h a s been s u b j e c t 

t o t h e v i c i s s i t u d e s o f f r e e - w o r l d p r i c e f l u c t u a t i o n s " 

( A l I a n 1958:17). 

Government's s o c i a l p o l i c y was a l m o s t e n t i r e l y c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h t h r e e i n t e r l o c k i n g i s s u e s , p a c i f i c a t i o n o f i n d i g e n o u s 

w a r f a r e , stemming t h e d e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e i s l a n d s , and 

b u i l d i n g s u c h i n f r a s t r u c t u r e a s was r e q u i r e d t o a s s u r e 

a c o n t i n u i n g s u p p l y o f p l a n t a t i o n l a b o r . 

L i k e t h e c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s i n New G u i n e a , t h e 

p r o t e c t o r a t e government s o u g h t t o tax t h e n a t i v e p e o p l e . 

T h e P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s r a t i o n a l e b e h i n d t h i s was not s i m p l y 

and s t a r k l y t o c r e a t e a demand f o r money and t h e r e b y s t i m u l a t e 
2 3 ) 

l a b o r r e c r u i t i n g , b u t stemmed f r o m two p u r e l y b u r e a u c r a t i c 

i n c e n t i v e s : f i r s t , demanding and r e c e i v i n g r e c o g n i t i o n 

o f i t s power o f c o m p u l s i o n , w h i c h was t h e e v i d e n c e o f 

p a c i f i c a t i o n r e q u i r e d o f t h e c o l o n i a l s by t h e i r homeland 

23 A s P e t e r L a w r e n c e a s s e r t s was t h e c a s e f o r New G u i n e a , 
where headmen r e c e i v e d 18X o f t h e tax f o r t h e m s e l v e s . 
Road B e l o n o C a r o o . M a n c h e s t e r U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s . ( 1 9 6 4 ) . 
p. 43. 



- 34 -

s u p e r i o r s ; and s e c o n d , p r o c u r i n g r e v e n u e -from t h e p l a n t a t i o n s , 

w h i c h was t h e i r o n l y means o-f p a y i n g e x p e n s e s . "The more 

t h e government manages t o e x i s t upon t h e r e v e n u e s o f t h e 

p l a n t a t i o n s , and t h e l e s s upon c h a r i t y f r o m t h e U n i t e d 

Kingdom, t h e more e f f i c i e n t i t i s c o n s i d e r e d " (Marquand 

1949/58:48). T h e i m p o s i t i o n o f tax r e q u i r e d b o t h a c e n s u s 

and a m i n i m a l a d m i n i s t r a t i v e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e . 

The f i r s t N a t i v e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n R e g u l a t i o n was e n a c t e d 

i n 1922 and a u t h o r i z e d t h e a p p o i n t m e n t by D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r s 

o f c o n s t a b l e s , v i l l a g e headmen and d i s t r i c t headmen, t h e 

p u r p o s e o f w h i c h was t o s t r e n g t h e n t h e c h a i n o f command 

between government and t h e w i d e l y d i s p e r s e d p o p u l a t i o n s . 

The i n h e r e n t p r o b l e m s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e a p p o i n t m e n t o f 'government 

c h i e f s ' i n t h e Solomons was w e l l known by c o n t e m p o r a r y 

admi n i s t r a t o r s . 

In most c a s e s t h e e x t r e m e c o m p l e x i t y o f n a t i v e s o c i e t y 
t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e f i x i t y o f m e a n i n g w h i c h c o l o n i a l 
g o v e r n m e n t s g i v e t o t h e term ' c h i e f c a u s e d many 
t o be e l e v a t e d t o t h e s e p o s t s n o t f o r t h e i r s t a t u s 
i n t h e community but r a t h e r f o r t h e i r c a p a c i t y t o 
speak E n g l i s h and t o behave i n a g l i b and c o n f i d e n t 
manner i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f E u r o p e a n s ( A l l a n 1958:19). 

However on M a l a i t a , t h e r e were two o u t s t a n d i n g D i s t r i c t 

Headmen, M a e k a l i a t M a l u ' u i n t h e n o r t h , and H o a s i h a u 

i n e a s t ' A r e ' A r e t o t h e s o u t h , whose l e a d e r s h i p a b i l i t i e s 

e x t e n d e d b e y o n d m e r e l y p r o p a g a t i n g government o r d e r s , 

i n f o r m i n g on o t h e r s and g a t h e r i n g t h e p e o p l e a t t h e c o a s t a l 
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tax h o u s e s on t h e o c c a s i o n o-f t h e D i s t r i c O f f i c e r s ' y e a r l y 

c o l 1ec t i o n. 

P r i c e s o f c o p r a were h i g h i n t h e 1920s. Tax was 

a p p l i e d t o M a l a i t a f i r s t i n 1924. T h e D.O.'s had powers 

of l e n i e n c y , and c o u l d g r a n t w i d e e x c e p t i o n s . The tax 

c o l e c t e d was 5/ t o £1 p e r m a l e aged 16 t h r o u g h 60. The 

f i r s t tax was c o l l e c t e d w i t h o u t p r o b l e m s , but d i f f i c u l t i e s 

w ere e n c o u n t e r e d t h e f o l l o w i n g y e a r . Tax was c o l l e c t e d 

w i t h o u t i n c i d e n t i n 1926 but i n 1927 t h e r e was r e s i s t a n c e 

c u l m i n a t i n g i n an i n c i d e n t i n w h i c h D.O. B e l l and h i s 

p a r t y were k i l l e d by t h e Kwaio. T h e e n s u i n g e v e n t s a r e 

r e c o u n t e d by K e e s i n g and C o r r i s <1980). 

Tax was known t o be a b u r d e n t o t h e n a t i v e s o f Papua 

a t t h i s t i m e , but t h e r e , s a i d an anonymous w r i t e r i n t h e 

Sydney p a p e r s f o l l o w i n g t h e i n c i d e n t , " a l l t h e head money 

i s s p e n t d i r e c t l y upon t h e p e o p l e i n e d u c a t i o n , m e d i c a l 

s e r v i c e , e t c . " An A n g l i c a n m i s s i o n a r y f r o m t h e A u k i a r e a 

commented t h a t " t h e c r o w n i n g t r o u b l e was t h e t a x . The 

n a t i v e s s a i d t h e y r e c e i v e d no b e n e f i t f r o m i t and c o u l d 

n o t s e e why t h e y s h o u l d be f o r c e d t o pay i t . " T he m i s s i o n a r y -

a n t h r o p o l o g i s t W.G. I v e n s c o n c u r r e d . He s a i d t h a t £12,000 

had been c o l l e c t e d i n t h e Solomons, m o s t l y f r o m M a l a i t a n s , 

and t h e n a t i v e s " c o n s i d e r e d t h e y were e n t i t l e d t o some 

r e t u r n " ( K e e s i n g and C o r r i s , 1980:191). 



S i r H.C. M o o r h ouse, who h e aded a c o m m i s s i o n t o i n v e s t i g a t e 

t h e c i r c u m s t a n c e s o-f t h e B e l l i n c i d e n t , s t a t e d t h a t t h e 

government headman s y s t e m was "an a r t i f i c i a l s t r u c t u r e 

[ t h a t 3 had been s u p e r i m p o s e d on - f o u n d a t i o n s i l l — f i t t e d 

t o b e a r t h e w e i g h t " < i_n A l l a n 1958:1?) . M oorhouse was 

" a p p a l l e d " a t t h e p r o b l e m o-f " g r a f t i n g a f o r m o f i n d i r e c t 

r u l e on t h e M e l a n e s i a n a u t h o r i t y s y s t e m " and r e f e r r e d 

t o t h e s e c u l a r s t r e n g t h o f t h e SSEM m i s s i o n t e a c h e r s i n 

t h i s c o n n e c t i o n ( A l l a n 1958:22). 

The E n g l i s h Committee o f t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n , 

whose r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s were c o n s u l t e d by t h e C o l o n i a l O f f i c e 

f o l l o w i n g t h e B e l l i n c i d e n t , a d v o c a t e d m a k i n g t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e 

a Crown C o l o n y , a p r o p o s a l l o n g s o u g h t a f t e r by t h e p l a n t e r s . 

The Committee r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a r g u e d t h a t i t w o u l d make 

f o r more e f f i c i e n t government and e n a b l e r e t u r n i n g head 

tax r e v e n u e s t o t h e p e o p l e i n t h e f o r m o f i m p r o v e d s o c i a l 

s e r v i c e s . T h e t o t a l r e v e n u e was £ 1 7 , 5 8 8 , o f w h i c h £18,860 

was c o l l e c t e d f r o m t h e i s l a n d e r s , and i n l i g h t o f t h i s , 

" t h e r e s h o u l d be 'more v i s i b l e s i g n s o f i m p r o v e d c o n d i t i o n s , ' 

w i t h d e v e l o p m e n t o f m e d i c a l and e d u c a t i o n a l work f o r t h e 

i s l a n d e r s ' b e n e f i t " <i_n H i l l i a r d 1974:108). B i s h o p S t e w a r d 

was o p p o s e d t o t h e Crown C o l o n y i d e a , and i t was t h e r e a f t e r 

d r o p p e d . 

Th e w o r l d d e p r e s s i o n o f t h e 1930s was a c u t e l y f e l t 



- 37 -

i n t h e S o l omon I s l a n d s . A l l a n - f u r n i s h e s t h e - f o l l o w i n g 

- f i g u r e s on t h e d e c l i n e i n v a l u e o-f c o p r a ( 1 9 5 8 : 2 2 ) . In 

1926-7, 22,316 t o n s was e x p o r t e d w i t h a v a l u e o-f £ 4 1 1 , 5 9 7 . 

By 1934-5, 18,893 t o n s -fetched o n l y £ 5 4 , 8 1 3 . P l a n t a t i o n 

l a b o r e r s had t h e i r wages r e d u c e d . L e v e r s i n 1933 s o u g h t 

t o s u b s t i t u t e m a i z e -for r i c e i n t h e i r w o r k e r s ' d i e t s , 

b u t t h e e n s u i n g d i s c o n t e n t " h a l t e d p r a c t i c a l l y a l l o p e r a t i o n s " 

(Stau-f-fer 1956:316). The n a t i v e s e x p e r i e n c e d g r e a t d i - f - f i c u l t y 

i n p a y i n g t h e he a d tax d u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s . 

Economic c o n d i t i o n s on M a l a i t a , whence e i g h t y p e r c e n t 

o-f t h e i s l a n d p l a n t a t i o n l a b o r e r s were drawn, were g e n e r a l l y 

b e t t e r i n t h e n o r t h than i n t h e s o u t h . But i n t h e n o r t h 

t e n s i o n c o n t i n u e d between t h e pagan c o m m u n i t i e s and t h e 

new C h r i s t i a n s e t t l e m e n t s . A s p a r t o-f g o v e r n m e n t ' s campaign 

a g a i n s t t h e ' d e p o p u l a t i o n ' t h o u g h t due t o ' c u l t u r a l - f a t i g u e ' 

b r o u g h t on by p a c i f i c a t i o n and t h e C h r i s t i a n s u p p r e s s i o n 

o-f o l d c u s t o m s , government t h e r e was g i v i n g g r e a t e r r e c o g n i t i o n 

t o c u s t o m law, w h i c h w o u l d b r i n g i t i n t o c o n f l i c t w i t h 

t h e C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e t e a c h e r s . But t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

r o l e i n p r o t e c t i n g n a t i v e c u s t o m was hampered by l i m i t e d 

a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l t h e o r y . Among t h e ' A r e ' A r e p e o p l e i n 

th e s o u t h , t h e r e was an i n c r e a s e i n m o r t u a r y f e a s t i n g , 

a t a t i m e a t w h i c h t h e r e was " s e r i o u s s t a r v a t i o n and i l l n e s s " , 

and " t h e government made e f f o r t s t o p e r s u a d e t h e p e o p l e 
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t o l i m i t t h e s i z e and number o-f t h e f e a s t s t o p r e v e n t 

t h e c o n s t a n t e conomic d r a i n o f r e s o u r c e s " ( A l l a n 1958:24). 

I t i s o b v i o u s f r o m t h e f o r e g o i n g t h a t t h e r e were 

many o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r d e v e l o p i n g c o n f l i c t s between t h e 

E u r o p e a n s and t h e n a t i v e s . A s e a r l y a s 1987 and 1912, 

C h r i s t i a n M a l a i t a n s s u b m i t t e d p e t i t i o n s t o K i n g Edward 

V I I and t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r , t h e n a t u r a l i s t C M . 

W o o d f o r d , on a number o f d e v e l o p m e n t i s s u e s . T h e w r i t e r s 

u r g e d government t o "opent [ s i c . ] up A u s t r a l i a n Q u e e n s l a n d 

a g a i n " where t h e y s a i d " t r e a t m e n t t h e r e i s a l o t d i f f e r e n t 

f r o m h e r e , " and r e q u e s t e d b e t t e r f o o d and h i g h e r wages. 

T h e y a l s o a d v a n c e d an i m a g i n a t i v e p l a n whereby p l a n t a t i o n 

w o r k e r s were t o c o n t r i b u t e t o a c o l l e c t i o n f u n d " f o r t o 

h e l p i n g t h e e and t h e b i s h o p s f o r t h e P o o r e r and t h e n a k e d n e s s 

... t r y t o B r i n g up our n a t i o n i n t o t h e c i v i l i s a t i o n s t a t e s " 

( L a r a c y 1983:45-48). T h e s e e a r l y e x p r e s s i o n s o f g r i e v a n c e 

were s y m p t o m a t i c o f a d e v e l o p i n g c r i s i s , b u t t h e y f e l l 

l a r g e l y on d e a f e a r s . The m i s s i o n a r y - l i n g u i s t C h a r l e s 

Fox s a i d t h a t "members o f t h e Government were n e v e r i n t i m a t e 

w i t h t h e p e o p l e o v e r whom t h e y r u l e d and n e v e r won t h e i r 

c o n f i d e n c e i n t h e m a j o r i t y o f c a s e s " (jjn Hi 1 H a r d 1974:118). 

E q u a l l y o b v i o u s i n t h e s i t u a t i o n was t h e a b s e n c e 

o f any d i s c u r s i v e i n s t i t u t i o n f o r m a naging i n t e r - r a c i a l 
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p o l i t i c a l d i s c o u r s e . T h e r e was no way i n w h i c h n a t i v e 

M e l a n e s i a n s and E u r o p e a n s c o u l d meet and d i s c u s s p r o b l e m s 

w i t h a m i t y , a s e x i s t e d i n t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l a r r a n g e m e n t s 

o-f each s e p a r a t e l y . 

The S o u t h P a c i f i c and p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e BSIP was 

low on t h e l i s t o f d e s i r a b l e C o l o n i a l S e r v i c e p o s t i n g s . 

C i v i l s e r v a n t s p r e f e r r e d a s s i g n m e n t i n I n d i a o r A f r i c a , 

where t h e r e was o p p o r t u n i t y f o r h u n t i n g , a l a r g e r E u r o p e a n 

c o n t i n g e n t , and more p o s s i b i l i t y o f b e i n g n o t i c e d f o r 

k n i g h t h o o d s and o t h e r h o n o r s . 

E u r o p e a n s ' h e a l t h i n t h e BSIP was u n i v e r s a l l y p o o r ; 

n e a r l y e v e r y o n e had m a l a r i a l f e v e r , t o t h e d e b i l i t a t i n g 

e f f e c t s o f w h i c h was added t h o s e o f q u i n i n e , and t h e c u m u l a t i v e 

w e a k e n i n g o f immunity b r o u g h t on o t h e r o t h e r i l l n e s s e s , 

i n c l u d i n g b l a c k w a t e r f e v e r . C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e d e a t h r a t e 

among m i s s i o n a r i e s , p l a n t e r s and government p e r s o n n e l 

was h i g h ( K e e s i n g and C o r r i s 1988:29). 

The P r o t e c t o r a t e and t h e M i s s i o n s 

Among t h e e a r l i e s t E u r o p e a n i n f l u e n c e s on t h e i s l a n d s 

was t h a t o f t h e A n g l i c a n M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n , w h i c h was 

f o u n d e d i n 1856 and w h i c h by 1982 had c e n t e r s on N g g e l a , 

Y s a b e l and M a l a i t a a t A t a ' a and S a ' a . B o t h D a v i d Hi 1 H a r d 



and Hugh L a r a c y a r e h i s t o r i a n s who have w r i t t e n e x t e n s i v e l y 

on Solomons m i s s i o n s , and upon t h e i r work I must n e c e s s a r i l y 

r e l y -for i n f o r m a t i o n on t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e m i s s i o n s 

and t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e g o v ernment. Hi 1 H a r d s t a t e s t h a t 

r e l a t i o n between t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n and t h e c o l o n i a l 

government was c emented by c l o s e p e r s o n a l and q u a s i - o f f i c i a l 

t i e s . He - f i n d s t h a t t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n p l a y e d upon 

i m p e r i a l themes i n i t s homeland p u b l i c i t y l i t e r a t u r e , 

w h i c h u r g e d t h e v i e w t h a t b r i n g i n g C h r i s t i a n c i v i l i z a t i o n 

t o t h e i s l a n d e r s complemented t h e work o-f g o v e r m e n t , i n 

w h i c h "we o-f t h e B r i t i s h r a c e a r e , c o n s c i o u s l y o r u n c o n s c i o u s l 
24) 

w e l d i n g t h e s c a t t e r e d r a c e s i n t o one.... " T h e e a r l y 

m i s s i o n a r i e s , who p r i o r t o p a c i f i c a t i o n had f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s 
f o r c e d i n t o t h e r o l e o f a r b i t e r s o f n a t i v e d i s p u t e s , welcomed 

25) 
r e l i e f f r o m s u c h d u t i e s by t h e new D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r s . 

But i f i n d e e d t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s o f t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d 

saw t h e m s e l v e s a t t i m e s a s f u r t h e r i n g s t a t e e x p a n s i o n , 

t h e y a l s o a c t e d t o m e l i o r a t e some o f t h e most o b v i o u s 

24 D a v i d H i l l i a r d <1974) " C o l o n i a l i s m and C h r i s t i a n i t y : 
t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . " J o u r n a l  
o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y . 9:93-116. p. 182. 

25 "The law w h i c h t h e D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r a d m i n i s t e r e d 
was i n t h e o r y t h e l e g a l c o d e o f E n g l a n d e x c e p t f o r 
c e r t a i n m a t t e r s s p e c i f i c a l l y c o v e r e d by o r d i n a n c e s 
i s s u e d by t h e P a c i f i c O r d e r i n C o u n c i l o f 1893 by 
t h e H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r f o r t h e W e s t e r n P a c i f i c . The 
b u l k o f t h e s e l a t t e r r e f e r e d t o t h e p r o h i b i t i o n o f 
t h e s u p p l y o f ammunition and i n t o x i c a t i n g l i q u o r 
t o t h e n a t i v e s and t h e r e g u l a t i o n o f t h e i r e n g a g i n g 
i n employment by E u r o p e a n s . " Ian H o g b i n (1944) " N a t i v e 
C o u r t s and C o u n c i l s i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d s " O c e a n i a 
14:268. 
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p r o b l e m s b r o u g h t by c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o l o c a l p e o p l e s . 

In t h e 1920s t h e l e a d e r s h i p o-f t h e m i s s i o n came t o s e e 

i t s e l - f a s t h e ' c o n s c i e n c e ' o-f t h e p r o t e c t o r a t e < H i l l i a r d 

1974:102). T h e l a c k o-f a common b a s i s -for d i s c u s s i n g 

j o i n t c o n c e r n s between t h e c o l o n i a l s and t h e n a t i v e s i s 

i l l u s t r a t e d by i t s a t t e m p t t o p o s i t i o n i t s e l f a s s u c h 

an a g e n c y , a s t h e m e d i a t o r between t h e p r o t e c t o r a t e government 

and i t s s u b j e c t s . A s d e v e l o p e d by B i s h o p John S t e w a r d 

and o t h e r s d u r i n g t h e 1920s, t h e m i s s i o n came t o v i e w 

i t s d u t y a s " t o e x p l a i n t h e one t o t h e o t h e r 'whatever 

c a u s e s o f f r i c t i o n a r e b r o u g h t t o our n o t i c e ' , t r a n s l a t i n g 

t h e v i e w s o f e a c h p a r t y ' w i t h o u t any e x p r e s s i o n o f o p i n i o n ' , 

and t h e r e b y r e t a i n i n g t h e t r u s t and c o n f i d e n c e o f b o t h " 

< H i l l i a r d 1974:102). S t e w a r d c r i t i c i z e d t h e t a x a t i o n 

r e g u l a t i o n o f 1920 " f o r i t s f o r c e d l a b o r i m p l i c a t i o n s 

and f o r i t s f a i l u r e t o a p p l y t h e f u n d s t h u s c o l l e c t e d 

f r o m t h e i s l a n d e r s ' t o t h e b e t t e r m e n t o f t h e i r c o n d i t i o n ' " 

( H i l l i a r d 1974:102), a l t h o u g h t h e m i s s i o n e v e n t u a l l y a c q u i e s c e d 

and u r g e d i t s p a r i s o n e r s t o a c c e p t t h e head tax ' w i t h 

good c h e e r ' ( H i l l i a r d 1974:163). S t e w a r d o p p o s e d t h e 

p r a c t i c e o f c h a r g i n g n a t i v e s h i g h e r p r i c e s t han w h i t e s 

f o r " i n c e n t i v e t r a d e g o o d s " , and i n h i s c a p a c i t y a s a 

member o f t h e p r o t e c t o r a t e A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l ( t h e o n l y 

m i s s i o n t o be s o h o n o r e d ) , S t e w a r d " l e d t h e a t t a c k " on 
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a p r o p o s e d N a t i v e Code w h i c h c o n t a i n e d s u c h S S E M - i n s p i r e d 

r e g u l a t i o n s a s p r o h i b i t i o n o-f n a t i v e u s e o f t o b a c c o and 

b e t e l . T h i s was an e x t e n s i o n o f B i s h o p P a t t e s o n ' s r a t h e r 

d i s i n g e n u o u s p o l i c y t h a t "when t h e p e o p l e become C h r i s t i a n s 

t h e y w i l l d e c i d e f o r t h e m s e l v e s w h i c h c u s t o m s a r e e v i l 

and must be g i v e n up." However, m a j o r n a t i v e p o l i c y 

c o n f l i c t s between t h e A n g l i c a n s and government were r a r e ; 

t h e y m a i n l y i n v o l v e d q u e s t i o n s o f d i v o r c e and m a r r i a g e , 

and w h e t h e r t h e government c o u l d l e g i t i m a t e l y k e e p t h e 

P o l y n e s i a n o u t l i e r s o f Rennel and B e l l o n a f r e e f r o m m i s s i o n 

a c c e s s ( w h i c h i t c o u l d n o t ) . 

To Hi 1 H a r d ' s q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r t h e government 

saw i t s e l f a s f u i I f i l l i n g a r e l i g i o u s m i s s i o n , t h e r e i s 

p e r h a p s a c l e a r e r answer than t h e i m p e r i a l i s m o f t h e A n g l i c a n 

C h u r c h . T h e p r o t e c t o r a t e s a n c t i o n e d " n o t C h r i s t i a n dogma 

but C h r i s t i a n c o n d u c t a s a s o c i a l and moral b a s i s f o r 

th e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f B r i t i s h government" ( H i l l i a r d 1974:166). 

A l t h o u g h t h e ' s p h e r e s o f i n f l u e n c e ' p o l i c y i m p l e m e n t e d 

by W o o d f o r d , w h i c h d i v i d e d up t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e among t h e 
27) 

f i v e m i s s i o n s , r e c o g n i z e d no f a v o r i t e s among them, 

26 Fox 1967:31 i_n H a r o l d R o s s , " C o m p e t i t i o n f o r Baegu 
S o u l s : M i s s i o n R i v a l r y on M a l a i t a , S . I . " James A. 
B o u t i l i e r e t a l , <eds.) . M i s s i o n . C h u r c h and S e c t 
i n O c e a n i a . ASAO Monograph No. 6. U n i v e r s i t y o f M i c h i g a n 
P r e s s , Ann A r b o r 1978:175. 

27 M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n , M a r i s t C a t h o l i c , S o u t h S ea E v a n g e l i c a l 
M i s s i o n , S e v e n t h Day A d v e n t i s t and M e t h o d i s t , t h e 
l a t t e r i n a c t i v e i n t h e c e n t r a l S olomons. 



t h e A n g l i c a n s -found t h e m s e l v e s i n a p o s i t i o n o-f u n o - f - f i c i a l 

p r i v i l e g e o v e r t h e o t h e r m i s s i o n s w i t h r e g a r d t o - f i n a n c e , 

n a v a l t r a n s p o r t , n o n - o - f - f i c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i o n on t h e A d v i s o r y 

C o u n c i l , and -for i t s E n g l i s h Committee, t h e c a p a b i l i t y 

o-f d i r e c t l y a p p r o a c h i n g t h e C o l o n i a l O-f-fice. T h u s i t 

was n ot an i n a c c u r a t e judgement on t h e p a r t o-f t h e i s l a n d e r s 

t h a t M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n and Government were c l o s e l y i d e n t i f i e d 

r e l a t i v e t o t h e o t h e r m i s s i o n s , t h a t t h e y "were m e r e l y 

d i f f e r e n t v o i c e s o f t h e same m y s t e r i o u s w h i t e a u t h o r i t y . " 

C o n v e r t s p r a y e d f o r t h e k i n g , t h e head o f t h e C h u r c h o f 

E n g l a n d , and e v e r y o n e , m i s s i o n a r i e s i n c l u d e d , t u r n e d o ut 

f o r a day o f f e s t i v i t i e s , s p o r t and f i r e w o r k s on t h e o c c a s i o n 

o f a mo n a r c h ' s J u b i l e e o r a c c e s s i o n ( H i l l i a r d 1974:186; 

c f . Z o l e v e k e 1983). 

The g e n e r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p between t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n a r i e s 

and government o f f i c i a l s was c l o s e , a s w o u l d be between 

any c o u n t r y m e n o f common u p p e r - m i d d l e c l a s s o r i g i n s under 

h a r s h l i v i n g c o n d i t i o n s f a r f r o m - t h e homeland. When 

f r i c t i o n a r o s e between t h e A n g l i c a n s and t h e government 

i t was o v e r t h e i r r e l a t i v e s t a t u s i n t h e e y e s o f t h e i s l a n d e r s . 

C h r i s t i a n i t y , p a r t i c u l a r l y u nder t h e i n d i g e n o u s p r o s e l y t i z i n g 

o f t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s , became s o p o p u l a r d u r i n g t h e 1928s 

and 1938s t h a t by t h e t i m e o f t h e J a p a n e s e war " w e l l o v e r 

t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n was e i t h e r b a p t i z e d o r r e s i d e n t 



i n a C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e 0 ( H i l l i a r d 1974:118)- T h e m i s s i o n a r i e s 

i n c o n t r a s t w i t h t h e d i s t r i c t o f f i c e r s , l i v e d l o c a l l y 

and may have o b t a i n e d a s m a t t e r i n g o r b e t t e r o f n a t i v e 

l a n g u a g e . The i s l a n d e r s t r u s t e d them o v e r o t h e r w h i t e 

men. " I t i s c l e a r " H i l l i a r d s t a t e s , " t h a t by t h e 1938s 

t h e m i s s i o n s were no l o n g e r seen by t h e government a s 

a u s e f u l means o f s o c i a l c o n t r o l but a s t h r e a t s t o i t s 

l e g i t i m a t e p r e s t i g e " <1974:111). T h e p r e s t i g e s t r u g g l e 

between government o f f i c e r s and m i s s i o n p e r s o n n e l was 

u n f o r t u n a t e l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r b o t h m i s s i o n s and government 

f o r e g o i n g o p p o r t u n i t i e s t o engage i n j o i n t v e n t u r e s . 

T he m i s s i o n s f e a r e d l o s s o f autonomy, t h e government f e a r e d 

t h a t t h e m i s s i o n s w o u l d u s e f i n a n c i a l o r o t h e r b a c k i n g 

f o r s e c t a r i a n e n d s o r t h e i r f u r t h e r a g g r a n d i z e m e n t . So 

s o c i a l s e r v i c e s , i n c l u d i n g d i s t r i b u t i o n o f f r e e d r u g s , 

m a t e r n i t y and c h i l d w e l f a r e work and e d u c a t i o n , w h i c h 

were w e l l underway i n New G u i n e a , f o r example, were s l o w 

t o make an i m p a c t on t h e Solomon I s l a n d e r s . T o t a l e d u c a t i o n 

e x p e n d i t u r e i n 1937-38 was o n l y £ 5 4 < H i l l i a r d 1974:111). 

Government were w e l l aware o f i n c r e a s i n g l y v o c a l demands 

f o r s c h o o l s , m a i n l y f o r t e c h n i c a l and t r a d e - o r i e n t e d e d u c a t i o n 

but a c t u a l p r o g r a m s n e v e r g o t beyond t h e p l a n n i n g s t a g e 

u n t i l a f t e r t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d . 

W i t h r e g a r d t o g o v e r n m e n t ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h o t h e r 
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m i s s i o n s , n o n - A n g l i c a n s were " o u t s i d e r s " a c c o r d i n g t o 

H i l l i a r d , p a r t i c u l a r l y s o w i t h t h e SSEM. The annual r e p o r t 

o-f t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n f o r 1988 r e f e r s t o t h e e v a n g e l i c a l s 

a s " d i s s e n t i n i t s b a r e s t and c r u d e s t f o r m . " A C a t h o l i c 

p r i e s t d e s c r i b e d t h e SSEM a s "a s t r a n g e c u l t , w i t h h a r d l y 

any r e l i g i o u s p r i n c i p l e s , w i t h o u t a d e f i n i t e name" ( H i l l i a r d 

1969:49). T h e i r p i o u s b e a r i n g , B i b l i c a l l i t e r a l i s m and 

p o l i c y o f r e q u i r i n g c o n v e r t s t o make a t o t a l b r e a k w i t h 

pagan c u l t u r e were r e g a r d e d a s l u n a t i c . I f H i l l i a r d can 

p o i n t t o d e v e l o p i n g c o n f l i c t between t h e A n g l i c a n s and 

t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , t h e ' l i t t l e t h e o c r a c i e s ' e s t a b l i s h e d 

by i n d i g e n o u s SSEM t e a c h e r s must have c o n s t i t u t e d i n t h e i r 

v i e w a d i r e c t t h r e a t t o g o v e r n m e n t . T h i s c o n f l i c t had 

been s i m m e r i n g f o r d e c a d e s . A s E d g e - P a r t i n g t o n , t h e f i r s t 

M a l a i t a D.O. w r o t e , l o n g b e f o r e B e l l ' s r e g i m e , 

I f t h e S.S.E. M i s s i o n t a u g h t t h e i r b o y s t o have a 
l i t t l e more r e s p e c t f o r t h e Government, i n s t e a d o f 
p a c k i n g t h e i r h e a d s f u l l o f t r a s h w h i c h t h e y do not 
u n d e r s t a n d , t h e y w o u l d be d o i n g some good <_in_ L i c h t e n b e r k , 
u n p u b l i s h e d t . s . p. 4 5 ) . 

The same s e n t i m e n t i s p e r h a p s l e s s t r e n c h a n t l y e x p r e s s e d 

by C o l i n A l l a n , who p r e p a r e d a c r i t i c a l a s s e s s m e n t o f 

t h e SSEM i n 1951: 

T h e t e a c h e r s were t a u g h t t h a t t h e y must have c o m p l e t e 
a u t h o r i t y and i n d e p e n d e n c e when t h e y went t o t h e i r 
d i f f e r e n t s t a t i o n s . ... t h e y were t a u g h t t h a t a l l 
1 i f e was d e v o t e d t o God; t h a t n o t h i n g but God m a t t e r e d . 
... s o t h e y c o n s i d e r e d t h a t i t was t h e i r d u t y and 



t a s k t o c o n c e r n t h e m s e l v e s and d i c t a t e i n e v e r y r e s p e c t 
o-f v i l l a g e and d i s t r i c t l i - f e <j_n L i c h t e n b e r k , u n p u b l i s h e d 
t . s . p.45) 
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C h a p t e r 2. P r e c u r s o r s o-f t h e M a r c h i n o R u l e  

The F a l l owes Movement. 1939 

The h i s t o r y o-f m i s s i o n s o-f-fers many i n s t a n c e s i n w h i c h 

• f i e l d w o r k e r s have come i n t o c o n f l i c t w i t h m i s s i o n b o a r d s 

and r e l i g i o u s s u p e r i o r s o v e r s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s o f n a t i v e 

d e v e l o p m e n t and t h e C h u r c h ' s l e g i t i m a t e r o l e i n s o c i a l 

and e c o n o m i c a f f a i r s . A t l e a s t two s u c h i n d i v i d u a l s 

i n t h e Solomons i d e n t i f i e d s o s t r o n g l y w i t h t h e i s l a n d e r s 

t h a t t h e y were t o p r o f o u n d l y i n f l u e n c e t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . 

A C a t h o l i c p r i e s t a t G u a d a l c a n a l , R i n a l d o P a v a s e , came 

i n t o d i s p u t e w i t h h i s b i s h o p i n 1933 o v e r n a t i v e i n t e r e s t s 

and was r e c a l l e d t o E u r o p e . H i s c a t e c h i s t s c h o o l , one 

of whose p u p i l s was a young Matthew B e l a m a t a g a , was c l o s e d . 

F o r t h e n e x t t h r e e y e a r s t h e p e o p l e o f t h e d i s t r i c t " b o y c o t t e d 

t h e m i s s i o n " < L a r a c y 1980:156). R i c h a r d F a l l owes w i l l 

a l s o t a k e a p l a c e i n t h i s r o s t e r a s a m i s s i o n a r y who s t o o d 

f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h e 'whole man,' and whose a c t i v e 

commitment t o t h i s C h r i s t i a n i n t e r p r e t a t i o n made him a s 

r e s p o n s i b l e a s any o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l f o r i n s t i g a t i n g t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d . 

An E n g l i s h m a n e d u c a t e d a t C a m b r i d g e , F a l l owes was 

a p r i e s t i n London b e f o r e he j o i n e d t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n . 
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He was s t a t i o n e d on S a n t a Y s a b e l i n 1929. F a l l owes became 

c o n v i n c e d " t h a t t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e government was u n j u s t l y 

n e g l e c t i n g t h e w e l f a r e o-f i t s M e l a n e s i a n s u b j e c t s i n -favor 
28) 

o-f t h e w h i t e c o m m e r c i a l community." He a l s o a b h o r r e d 

t h e l a c k o-f l a y C h r i s t i a n i t y among t h e C o l o n i a l o - f - f i c i a l s , 

s u c h t h a t e x c e p t i o n s were w o r t h n o t e . " I t i s s o n i c e 

t o have a D i s t r i c t O-f-ficer who comes t o c h u r c h " F a l l o w e s 
29) 

w r o t e i n 1933 when a s y m p a t h e t i c o-f-ficer a r r i v e d on Y s a b e l . 

F a l l o w e s showed an e a r l y a t t e n t i o n t o i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g . 

In 1931 he i n s t i t u t e d t h e o f f i c e o-f " c h u r c h c h i e f , " an 

i n d i v i d u a l e l e c t e d by t h e p e o p l e o f a v i l l a g e and c o m m i s s i o n e d 

by l o c a l p r i e s t s t o s u p e r i n t e n d t h e s o c i a l p r o g r a m s o f 

t h e l o c a l c h u r c h e s , and a s w e l l , t o r e p o r t c a s e s o f " i m m o r a l i t y " 

( H i l l i a r d 1978:282). The c h u r c h c h i e f s came i n t o f r i c t i o n 

w i t h g o v e r n m e n t - a p p o i n t e d a u t h o r i t i e s . A government c o n s t a b l e 

c o m p l a i n e d , "Some s a y m i s s i o n headman i s number one i n 

t h e p l a c e and some s a y government headman i s number one 

... p e o p l e a r e a s k i n g who i s b o s s ... K i n g G e o r g e or A r c h b i s h o p ? " 

28 D a v i d H i l l i a r d ( 1 9 7 8 ) . God's G e n t l e m e n : A H i s t o r y  
o f t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n . 1849-1942. U n i v e r s i t y 
o f Q u e e n s l a n d P r e s s , p. 203. 

29 D a v i d H i l l i a r d ( 1 9 7 4 ) . " C o l o n i a l i s m and C h r i s t i a n i t y : 
T he M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d s " . J o u r n a l  
o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y 9:93-116. T h e r e was no c h u r c h 
i n T u l a g i u n t i l 1938, a l t h o u g h C. o f E. s e r v i c e s 
were o c c a s i o n a l l y h e l d i n t h e c o u r t - h o u s e t h e r e ( p . 
106) . 



( H i l l i a r d 1978:282). F a i 1 owes e x h a u s t e d h i m s e l f and l e f t 

t h e M i s s i o n i n 1935. But he r e t u r n e d t o S a n t a Y s a b e l 

i n 1938, u n c o m m i s s i o n e d by t h e B i s h o p , where he i n s p i r e d 

t h e n a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p t o h o l d a m e e t i n g w h i c h he c a l l e d 

a " p a r l i a m e n t " t o d i s c u s s i s s u e s o f common c o n c e r n . A c c o r d i n 

t o H i l l i a r d , F a l l o w e s " m a i n t a i n e d t h a t i t was h i s d u t y 

a s a p r i e s t t o engage i n p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t i e s i n t h e c a u s e 

o f a j u s t s o c i e t y , t h e kingdom o f God on e a r t h " ( H i l l i a r d 

1978:283). I t i s no e x a g g e r a t i o n t o s a y t h a t F a l l o w e s 

had t h e c o m p l e t e c o n f i d e n c e o f t h e n a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p . 

P a r l i a m e n t a r y r u l e s were i n s t i t u t e d t o r e g u l a t e d e b a t e 

a t h i s s u g g e s t i o n , a l o n g w i t h an e l e c t e d S p e a k e r and a 

S p e a k e r ' s C h a i r . F a l l owes's p a r l i a m e n t a r y movement became 

known a s t h e C h a i r and R u l e . A t l e a s t t h r e e and p o s s i b l y 

more n a t i v e a s s e m b l i e s were h e l d on Y s a b e l and N g g e l a , 

a t w h i c h A n g l i c a n t e a c h e r s , c h u r c h c h i e f s , and n a t i v e 

c l e r g y took a p r o m i n e n t o r g a n i z i n g r o l e . A t t h e N g g e l a 

m e e t i n g , p a r t i c i p a n t s came f r o m a s f a r a s Y s a b e l , M a l a i t a 

and G u a d a l c a n a l . 

A d e t a i l e d s t u d y o f t h e C h a i r and R u l e h a s n e v e r 

been p u b l i s h e d . Roger K e e s i n g , n o t i n g t h a t F a l l o w e s ' s 

i n f l u e n c e on t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was " i n d e e d c o n s i d e r a b l e " , 

p u b l i s h e d an e y e w i t n e s s a c c o u n t by one o f t h e l a s t M a r c h i n g 

R u l e C h i e f s , A n i f e l o , r e c o r d e d i n 1979. A n i f e l o r e c a l l s 
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F a l l o w e s ' s w ords a t t h e m e e t i n g i n T u l a g i : 

T o d a y , t h e work you a r e t o do i s t o c h o o s e some p e o p l e , 
c h o o s e some p e o p l e t o r e p r e s e n t you a s c h i e f s ( a l a f a) . 
C h i e f s who w i l l be i n c h a r g e o f y o u r d i s t r i c t s ( f a n u a ) . 
T h e y a r e t o b e g i n t o s e t t h i n g s up f o r y o u . / We 
w h i t e p e o p l e w i l l d e c e i v e y o u . We w i l l put up p e o p l e 
t o r e p r e s e n t y o u . But t h o s e p e o p l e we put up w i l l 
d i v e r t you away f r o m a d i f f e r e n t C k i n d o f 3 government, 
and you w i l l grow up w i t h i n t h e t e r r i t o r i a l government 
o f A u s t r a l i a . T h a t ' s no good! / 
The t h i n g we a r e t o do i s put up p e o p l e f o r y o u , 
t o be i n c h a r g e o f y o u , f o r y o u r c u s t o m s and f o r 
y o u r l a n d . F o r y o u r ways, y o u r c o u n t r y , y o u r l i v i n g . 
God r a i s e d us up on e a r t h , p u t us h e r e on e a r t h , 
and s p r e a d us a r o u n d t h e w o r l d . / You p e o p l e who 
a r e w o r k i n g w i t h t h e government, who know t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
l a w s — when you go back t o y o u r home p l a c e s , i t s 
up t o you t o s t a r t t h i s good work. The E u r o p e a n s 
w i l l t a k e y o u r l a n d , and d e c e i v e y o u , i f you d o n ' t 
o r g a n i z e y o u r s e l v e s . / I f t h e government h e a r s about 
what I am t e l l i n g y o u , t h e y ' l l s e n d me back t o E n g l a n d 
and won't l e t me come back — but i t s s o m e t h i n g f o r 
you t o do. I ' v e done my p a r t . You t a k e i t back 
w i t h y o u , t o G u a d a l c a n a l , and M a l a i t a , and h e r e a t 
Gel a, and work w i t h i t y o u r s e l v e s . I have g i v e n 
^oy t h e k e y . You w i l l have t o b u i l d i t y o u r s e l v e s . " 

F a l l o w e s was i n d e e d d e p o r t e d a f t e r t h e N g g e l a m e e t i n g 

on t h e n e x t a v a i l a b l e s t e a m e r . H i l l i a r d s t a t e s t h a t none 

o f t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n a r i e s e x c e p t f o r C h a r l e s Fox 

s y m p a t h i z e d w i t h h i s g o a l o f c r e a t i n g a permanent n a t i v e 

a s s e m b l y . F a l l o w e s ' s d e p o r t a t i o n by a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was 

a c c e p t e d w i t h o u t comment by B i s h o p B a d d e l e y . W h i t e m i s s i o n a r i e s 

of t h e C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d had a p p a r e n t l y f o r g o t t e n B i s h o p 

30 Roger M. K e e s i n g ( 1 9 8 0 ) . " A n t e c e d e n t s o f M a a s i n a 
R u l e : some f u r t h e r n o t e s " . J o u r n a l o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y . 
15 ( 2 ) : 1 0 2 - 1 0 7 . ( K e e s i n g ' s p a r a n t h e t i c a l comments 
removed) 
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S t e w a r d ' s a c t i o n s i n t h e 1928s on t h e n a t i v e s ' b e h a l f . 

B e f o r e d e p o r t a t i o n , F a l l o w e s p r e s e n t e d a n a t i v e p e t i t i o n 

t o t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r , a l o n g w i t h a S t a t e m e n t and 

l i s t o f q u e s t i o n s a u t h o r e d by John Palmer P i d o c k e , n a t i v e 

C h i e f o f N g g e l a , w h i c h F a l l o w e s had t r a n s l a t e d . T h e s e 

documents i n c l u d e d s t r o n g s t a t e m e n t s on economic m a t t e r s , 

i n c l u d i n g a demand f o r a p l a n t a t i o n wage o f £ 1 2 p e r month. 

The government became a l a r m e d when t h e s e demands s p r e a d 

t o o t h e r i s l a n d s , i n c l u d i n g San C r i s t o v a l , one h u n d r e d 

m i l e s away. 

C y r i l B e l s h a w o b s e r v e d t h a t t h e C h a i r and R u l e was 

"a p r i m i t i v e , a b o r t i v e m a n i f e s t a t i o n , c o n s t i t u t i n g no 

danger t o t h e government, not w a r r a n t i n g r e p r e s s i v e m e a s u r e s , 

and even c a p a b l e o f b e n e f i c i a l r e s u l t s had i t been h a n d l e d 

by e n l i g h t e n e d a d m i n i s t r a t o r s 0 ( B e l s h a w 1947:189-98). 

But t h e p o t e n t i a l o f t h e movement d i d not go t o t a l l y u n r e c o g n i z e d 

by c o l o n i a l o f f i c i a l s . T he movement was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r 

a c c e l e r a t i n g t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s p l a n s 

f o r i n d i r e c t r u l e by i n s t i t u t i n g e x p e r i m e n t a l N a t i v e C o u r t s 

and C o u n c i l s on some i s l a n d s , i n c l u d i n g N g g e l a and a t 

Malu'u i n n o r t h M a l a i t a . 

The N a t i v e C o u r t s and C o u n c i l s E x p e r i m e n t 

T h e M o o r h o u s e r e p o r t o f 1929 on t h e B e l l i n c i d e n t had 

u r g e d t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e g overnment, when a p p o i n t i n g government 
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headmen, t o g i v e more a t t e n t i o n t o s e c u r i n g men w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l 

b a c k i n g and t o " t a k e g r e a t e r p a i n s t o a l l o w an i n d i r e c t 

t r a d i t i o n a l l y — f o u n d e d e l e m e n t i n a d m i n i s t r a t i o n " <Healy 

1964:198). E x p e r i m e n t s w i t h i n d i r e c t r u l e i n E a s t A f r i c a 

d u r i n g t h e 1938s i n v o l v e d r e s t o r i n g " t r i b a l c h i e f s " t o 

power. But on M a l a i t a t h e l o c a l a n a l o g o-f t h e A f r i c a n 

c h i e f was n o n - e x i s t e n t . A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

o f t r a d i t i o n a l p o l i t i c a l a r r a n g e m e n t s p r e v e n t e d them f r o m 

d e v e l o p i n g a c l e a r r e s p o n s e t o t h i s p r o b l e m . I t was 

u n d e r s t o o d t h a t ' b i g man' p o l i t i e s c h a r a c t e r i z e d t h e n o r t h w e s t e r 

i s l a n d s i n c l u d i n g most o f t h e i s l a n d o f M a l a i t a , w h i c h 

h e l d o v e r h a l f t h e n a t i v e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e BSIP. But 

i t was a l s o t h o u g h t t h a t s u r v i v i n g e l e m e n t s o f h e r e d i t a r y 

c h i e f t a i n s h i p s t i l l o b t a i n e d on t h e s o u t h e a s t e r n i s l a n d s 

i n c l u d i n g San C r i s t o v a l , Ulawa, S m a l l M a l a i t a and i n Lau 

Lagoon on n o r t h M a l a i t a , w h i c h were h e l d t o be more s i m i l a r 

t o t h e P o l y n e s i a n p o l i t i c a l a r r a n g e m e n t than t o t h o s e 

o f A u s t r a l i a n M e l a n e s i a . The presumed p r e s e n c e o f h e r e d i t a r y 

c h i e f t a i n s h i p , even a s a f a i n t ' s u r v i v a l ' , r a t i o n a l i z e d 

a p p l y i n g t h e A f r i c a n N a t i v e A u t h o r i t y s y s t e m t o t h e n a t i v e 

p o l i c y p r o b l e m s o f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e . 

When c o p r a p r i c e s began r e t u r n i n g t o normal i n t h e 

l a t e 1930s, w i t h t h e p r o b l e m s o f p a c i f i c a t i o n l a r g e l y 

b e h i n d them, o f f i c i a l s began t h i n k i n g about more s o p h i s t i c a t e d 



n a t i v e government i n s t i t u t i o n s . Ian H o g b i n i n 1939 came 

out s t r o n g l y i n -favor o f n a t i v e c o u n c i l s and c o u r t s a s 

"a r e t u r n t o t h e s o l i d f o u n d a t i o n s o f t h e p a s t " (in, H e a l y , 

1964:199). D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r s i n c l u d i n g M a r c h a n t on N g g e l a , 

T r e n c h on G u a d a l c a n a l and o t h e r s e l s e w h e r e e x p e r i m e n t e d 

w i t h n a t i v e c o u r t s y s t e m s on a t r i a l b a s i s f r o m 1948 t h r o u g h 

1942. T h e y were s e t i n t o s t a t u t e w i t h t h e S p e c i a l R e g u l a t i o n 

f o r N a t i v e C o u r t s i n 1942. N a t i v e C o u n c i l s on t h e E a s t 

A f r i c a n model were i n s t i t u t e d i n 1944. B oth i n s t i t u t i o n s , 

however, were under t o t a l b o y c o t t by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e 

by 1947. 

The 1942 e n a b l i n g R e g u l a t i o n a l l o w e d t h e D i s t r i c t 

Headman t o s i t a s P r e s i d e n t o f a n a t i v e c o u r t , w h i c h c o n s i s t e d 

o f community h e a d s , " e l d e r s " , s e l e c t e d by t h e D i s t r i c t 

O f f i c e r on t h e a d v i c e o f t h e D i s t r i c t Headman, w h i c h were 

t o " r e p r e s e n t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and m a i n t a i n o r d e r w i t h i n 

t h e i r own g r o u p s . " Government i n s t r u c t i o n s were t o be 

p a s s e d t h r o u g h t h e g r o u p o f e l d e r s r a t h e r than s i m p l y 

t h r o u g h t h e headman a s b e f o r e . T h e v i l l a g e c o u n c i l s were 

t o a d v i s e t h e D i s t r i c t Headman "on a l l m a t t e r s r e l a t e d 

t o t h e r u n n i n g o f t h e s u b d i s t r i c t " ( H o g b i n 1944:261). 

A s o f 1944, no w r i t t e n i n s t r u c t i o n s were i s s u e d t o g u i d e 

t h e s e n a t i v e o f f i c i a l s a p a r t f r o m a document p r e p a r e d 

by D.O. M a j o r T r e n c h f o r t h e u s e o f t h e n a t i v e s o f G u a d a l c a n a l . 



However, n o t h i n g i s s a i d a bout t h e s e l e c t i o n o-f t h e e l d e r s 

e x c e p t t h a t t h e y must be "men o-f s t a n d i n g i n t h e community 

(-for example, h e a d s o f l i n e s ) " ( i d e m ; 272) . The e l d e r s 

were t o g i v e a d v i c e t o t h e D i s t r i c t Headman, whose d e c i s i o n 

was f i n a l . In m a k i n g d e c i s i o n s , however, t h e headman 

s h o u l d "pay due r e g a r d t o t h e a d v i c e o f o t h e r members 

of t h e c o u r t . " T h e n a t i v e c o u r t was a u t h o r i z e d t o h e a r 

c r i m i n a l , c i v i l and c u s t o m c a s e s , but m a j o r c r i m e s s u c h 

a s murder, r a p e and i n c e s t were t o be c o n t i n u e d t o be 

b r o u g h t b e f o r e t h e D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r . T h e n a t i v e c o u r t 

" i s e n t r u s t e d w i t h a l l m a t t e r s w h i c h can be a d e q u a t e l y 

p u n i s h e d by a f i n e o f up t o £ 5 o r i m p r i s o n m e n t o f up t o 

one month." C i v i l c a s e s were l i m i t e d t o p r o p e r t y d i s p u t e s 

o f v a l u e under £ 1 0 . O t h e r w i s e , t h e D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r had 

j u r i s d i c t i o n . T h e r e was no a p p e a l f o r d e c i s i o n s made 

by t h e n a t i v e c o u r t on n a t i v e c u s t om, but any p e r s o n f o u n d 

g u i l t y o f a c r i m e or c i v i l o f f e n s e c o u l d a p p e a l t o t h e 

D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r f o r a new t r i a l . D i s t r i c t Headmen were 

a u t h o r i z e d t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r own g a o l s , a l t h o u g h none 

had a s o f H o g b i n ' s w r i t i n g . 

In n o r t h M a l a i t a , t h e f i r s t government c o u n c i l and 

n a t i v e c o u r t e l d e r s were a p p o i n t e d i n 1940. T h e r e were 

p r o b l e m s f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g w i t h a p p o i n t i n g C h r i s t i a n 

' e l d e r s , ' f o r t h e r e was a s t r o n g d i s i n c e n t i v e f o r C h r i s t i a n s 



t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e government c o u r t s . A s H o g b i n w r i t e s , 

" t h e C h r i s t i a n s e x p r e s s r e s e n t m e n t ... a t h a v i n g someone 

p i c k e d o u t and s e t above them." Many o-f t h e new C h r i s t i a n 

' e l d e r s ' even a s k e d t o be r e l i e v e d o-f t h e i r c o u r t d u t i e s . 

H o g b i n - f e l t t h a t one o-f t h e most i m p o r t a n t p r o b l e m s 

t h r e a t e n i n g t h e s u c c e s s o-f t h e n a t i v e c o u r t s and c o u n c i l s 

e x p e r i m e n t was f r e e i n g n a t i v e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n -from t h e 

undue i n f l u e n c e o f t h e SSEM. T h e s c h o o l t e a c h e r s o b j e c t e d 

t o t h e c o u r t s b e c a u s e o f t h e p r e s e n c e t h e r e o f pagan e l d e r s . 

" I t i s w h o l l y i m p r o p e r , t h e y m a i n t a i n , f o r a C h r i s t i a n 

t o be t r i e d by a n y t h i n g b u t a C h r i s t i a n t r i b u n a l " < idem:267) 

D i s t r i c t Headman M a e k a l i , who w o u l d r e m a i n a s t a u n c h opponen 

o f M a s i n g a R u l e t h r o u g h o u t t h e p o s t - w a r y e a r s , s t a t e d : 

Among t h e h e a t h e n s e a c h p l a c e p o s s e s s e d a l e a d e r 
w i t h power, power w h i c h had n o t h i n g t o do w i t h t h e 
gov e r n m e n t . H i s p e o p l e had o b e y e d him l o n g b e f o r e 
t h e t h o u g h t o f a p p o i n t i n g e l d e r s o c c u r e d t o anyone, 
and, a s t h e y were s t i l l o b e y i n g him, a l l I had t o 
do was t o t e l l o u t h i s name. But i n t h e d i s t r i c t s 
where t h e i n h a b i t a n t s were C h r i s t i a n s nobody was 
o b e y e d . You know q u i t e w e l l w i t h o u t my s a y i n g i t 
a g a i n t h a t C h r i s t i a n s d o n ' t h o l d f e a s t s , and t h a t 
w i t h o u t f e a s t s we c a n ' t h a v e l e a d e r s . So h e r e on 
t h e c o a s t n e a r t h e m i s s i o n s t a t i o n s t h e r e was no 
one t o g i v e o r d e r s . Why i f anybody had t r i e d t o 
t e l l h i s n e i g h b o r s what t o do, t h e y ' d s t a r t l a u g h i n g 
a t him o r t o l d him t o mi n d h i s own b u s i n e s s (idem:262) . 

were 

Both p a gans 

no t i n t e n d e d 

and C h r i s t i a n s knew t h a t t h e 

t o be r e p r e s e n t a t i v e b o d i e s ; 

c o u r t s 

" t h e c o u r t 
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d o e s n ' t [ s i c ] b e l o n g t o u s : we n e v e r had c o u r t s be-fore: 

i t s a g o v e r n m e n t ' s a f f a i r " s t a t e d M a e k a l i < i dem: 266) . 

M o r e o v e r , t h e n a t i v e s o-f n o r t h M a l a i t a " r e g a r d e d t h e w h o l e 

l e g a l s y s t e m , w i t h i t s m a g i s t r a t e , c o u r t room and a d v o c a t e s , 

a s c o m p l e t e l y a l i e n " < idem: 261) . 

The s u b - d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l o-f e l d e r s o f n o r t h M a l a i t a 

i n 1944 was e v e n l y d i v i d e d between pagan and C h r i s t i a n 

members, w h i c h numbered r e s p e c t i v e l y t h i r t y - t h r e e and 

t h i r t y - t w o . A f t e r m e e t i n g t o d i s c u s s government i n s t r u c t i o n s 

and o r d e r s f r o m M a e k a l i , t h e n a t i v e c o u n c i l r e s o l v e d i t s e l f 

i n t o t h e n a t i v e c o u r t , c o n d u c t o f w h i c h was o r d e r l y and 

b a s e d on t h e M a g i s t r a t e ' s p r o c e d u r e s . A s t r i k i n g f e a t u r e 

o f t h e n a t i v e c o u r t s w i t h r e g a r d t o c u s t o m law i n f r a c t i o n s 

was t h a t d e l i b e r a t i o n was g o v e r n e d by a w r i t t e n l i s t o f 

i n f r a c t i o n s and t h e i r c o r r e s p o n d i n g p e n a l t i e s . A s Hogbin 

w r i t e s , " t o p r e v e n t argument i n n a t i v e c u s t o m a r y c a s e s 

t h e e l d e r s were some t i m e ago p e r s u a d e d t o d e c i d e what 

were t o be r e g a r d e d a s o f f e n s e s and how much c o m p e n s a t i o n 

s h o u l d be a l l o w e d t o e a c h " ( 1 9 4 4 : 2 6 3 ) . The p r e c e d e n t 

e s t a b l i s h e d by n a t i v e c o u r t e l d e r s t o a g r e e t o c o d i f y 

c u s t o m law c a n n o t go u n n o t i c e d i n l i g h t o f i t s v a s t e x t e n s i o n 

d u r i n g t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . However, s u c h " c o d i f i c a t i o n " 

was n o t w i t h o u t p r e c e d e n t o f i t s own i n u n w r i t t e n n a t i v e 

t r a d i t i o n . T r a d i t i o n a l l y , o f f e n s e s n o t e s c a l a t i n g t o 



b l o o d r e t r i b u t i o n c o u l d be s e t t l e d by p a y i n g ta-ful i a e 

i n c o m p e n s a t i o n . Among t h e F a t a l a k a o f n o r t h M a l a i t a 

i n 1958, " a l l knew t o a n i c e t y t h e fa"ambu o r c o m p e n s a t i o n 
31) 

t o be p a i d f o r d i f f e r e n t t r a n s g r e s s i o n s . " 

The Malu'u N a t i v e C o u r t s had f o u r y e a r s o f a c t i v i t y 

and H o g b i n p u b l i s h e d a d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t o f i t s w o r k i n g s 

i n J u n e , 1944. H i s t a b l e o f c o u r t c a s e d a t a o v e r f o u r 
32) 

y e a r s i s summarized i n T a b l e 1. be l o w . 

31 T. R u s s e l l <1958) "The F a t a l e k a o f M a l a i t a " . O c e a n i a . 
1 1 ( 1 ) : 1 - 1 3 . p.11. R u s s e l l w o u l d be H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r 
f o r t h e W e s t e r n P a c i f i c i n 1978. The e t h n o g r a p h e r 
p r o d u c e s f r o m h i s i n f o r m a n t s ' t e s t i m o n y a d e t a i l e d 
l i s t i n t h e same s t y l e a s t h a t f o r t h e T o a b a i t a o f 
th e M a lu'u a r e a , b ut t h e y d i f f e r on some p o i n t s . 

I t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t R u s s e l l ' s l i s t o r i g i n a t e d w i t h 
M a r c h i n g R u l e . 

32 Ian Hogbin (1944) " N a t i v e C o u n c i l s and N a t i v e C o u r t s 
i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . " O c e a n i a 1 5 ( 4 ) : 2 5 7 - 2 8 3 . 
T ime p e r i o d I . i s 12 months f r o m 6. 1948 t h r o u g h 
6. 1941; I I . 11 months f r o m 7. 1941 t h r o u g h 6. 1942; 
I I I . 8 months f r o m 7. 1942 t h r o u g h 5. 1943 (no c o u r t 
was h e l d A u g u s t - O c t o b e r b e c a u s e o f J a p a n e s e i n v a s i o n ) 
IV. 4 months f r o m 7. 1943 t h r o u g h 18. 1943. 
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TABLE 1. 

N a t i v e C o u r t C a s e s . N o r t h M a l a i t a 1946-44 
( H o g b i n 1944) 

Time S i t t i n g s Elders Cases dismissed Cases brought by Pagans (Christians) 
Present CRIMES CIVIL CUSTOM MISC. TOTAL 
ave. (rain/max) 

I. 8 38 (18/36) 7 2 (1) 1 (3) 13 (1) 8 (1) 16 (7) 

II. ie 48 (32/42) 21 2 (8) 28 (8) 28 (4) 8 (2) 32 (22) 

III. 8 46 (42/52) 12 7 (27) 9 (23) 11 (6) 1 (3) 28 (5?) 

IV. 3 41 n.a. 8 2 (5) 2 U) 3 (8) 8 (8) 7 (11) 

TOT. 29 48 13 (42) 32 (48) 47 (11) 1 (6) 93 (99) 

192 

T h e p o p u l a t i o n o f t h e s u b - d i s t r i c t was about 2,566, and 

t h e r a t i o o f p a gans t o C h r i s t i a n s was a p p r o x i m a t e l y two 

t o t h r e e < idem:262. 2 4 7 ) . Most e v i d e n t i n t h e numbers 

of e l d e r s p r e s e n t a t c o u r t s e s s i o n s i s t h e i n c r e a s i n g 

l e v e l o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n t i m e p e r i o d s I . t h r o u g h I I I . 

Pagans b r o u g h t t w o - t h i r d s o f t h e c a s e s i n t h e f i r s t two 

y e a r s o f t h e c o u r t ' s a c t i v i t i e s but were o u t s t r i p p e d by 

a l m o s t two t o one by C h r i s t i a n c a s e s i n t h e t h i r d y e a r . 

Even though p e r i o d IV. c o v e r s o n l y a h a l f - y e a r o f o p e r a t i o n s , 

t h e t o t a l number o f c a s e s was o n l y about o n e - f i f t h o f 

t h o s e h e a r d i n t h e p r e v i o u s p e r i o d . T h i s r e p r e s e n t s a 
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s u b s t a n t i a l d r o p i n g e n e r a l c o u r t a c t i v i t y , a l t h o u g h b o t h 

p a g a ns and C h r i s t i a n s were a p p a r e n t l y p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n 

r o u g h l y t h e same p r o p o r t i o n a s d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s - f u l l 

p e r i o d . T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a r a h a c o u n c i l s were not o p e r a t i n g 

a t t h i s t i m e , s o one e x p l a n a t i o n -for t h e d e c l i n i n g c a s e s 

i n t h e summer o-f 1943 may be a g e n e r a l d i s c o n t e n t w i t h 

t h e s e t t l e m e n t s b e i n g b r o u g h t by t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l i n s t i t u t i o n . 

T he - f o u r - y e a r summary o-f c o u r t c a s e s i s g i v e n i n 

T a b l e 2. below. T h e pagan p r o p e n s i t y t o b r i n g c u s t o m 

c a s e s t o c o u r t i s e v i d e n t , w h i l e t h e C h r i s t i a n s had an 

e q u a l p r e f e r e n c e t o b r i n g c r i m i n a l c h a r g e s . 

TABLE 2. 
F o u r - y e a r Summary. N a t i v e C o u r t C a s e s 

( H o g b i n 1944) 

Cases brought by 

Pagans 
Christians 

Total 

** = 16.83 p ( .85 

T h e s e d a t a may be m i s l e a d i n g , -for t h e y c o n v e y t h e i d e a 

t h a t p a g a ns and C h r i s t i a n s had d i f f e r e n t p o l i t i c a l c o n c e r n s 

w h i c h i s r e f l e c t e d i n t h e i r p r o p e n s i t y t o b r i n g d i f f e r e n t 

t y p e s o f d i s p u t e t o c o u r t . J u s t o v e r h a l f t h e c r i m i n a l 

CRIMES CIVIL CUSTOM TOTAL 

13 32 47 92 
42 48 11 93 

55 72 58 J85 
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c a s e s b r o u g h t by C h r i s t i a n s c o n c e r n e d " D i s o b e y i n g O r d e r s 

I s s u e d by an E l d e r , " w h i l e a l m o s t h a l f t h e n a t i v e custom 

c a s e s b r o u g h t by p a g a n s were " C l a i m s f o r C o m p e n s a t i o n 

on A c c o u n t o f B r e a c h e s o f C e r e m o n i a l R e s t r i c t i o n s . " Such 

r e s t r i c t i o n s e x t e n d e d t o m o r t u a r y o b s e r v a n c e s , f e m a l e 

p o l l u t i o n , and r i t u a l s e c l u s i o n , and r e v e a l a c o n c e r n 

f o r m a i n t a i n i n g t h e t r a d i t i o n a l a u t h o r i t a t i v e c o d e s o f 

pagan s o c i a l comportment. The C h r i s t i a n s were f r e e f r o m 

s u c h c o d e s , a l t h o u g h t h e c o u r t d a t a show t h a t t h e y had 

a c r i s i s o f a u t h o r i t y o f t h e i r own. T h i s i n t r o d u c e s an 

i n t e r e s t i n g q u e s t i o n o f w h e t h e r t h e c a s e s b r o u g h t by C h r i s t i a n s 

and p a g ans were s u b s t a n t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t o r w h e t h e r , b e c a u s e 

of t h e g r a f t i n g o f n a t i v e c u s t o m a r y law upon a s y s t e m 

e s s e n t i a l l y E n g l i s h i n c o m p l e x i o n , t h e a p p a r e n t d i f f e r e n c e s 

between pagan and C h r i s t i a n c o u r t a c t i v i t y s i m p l y r e s u l t e d 

f r o m Government's s y s t e m o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n and t h e C h r i s t i a n 

u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o r e c o g n i z e t h e l e g a l i t y o f c u s t o m law. 

To b e g i n t o f o r m u l a t e an answer I want t o r e - o r d e r 

t h e d a t a and s e e w h e t h e r t h e r e a r e i n f a c t s u b s t a n t i v e 

d i f f e r e n c e s . I w i l l go f o r w a r d i n t i m e and e x t r a c t f r o m 

A l l a n ' s c u r s o r y d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e custom 

c o d i f i c a t i o n t h e s u b s t a n c e o f t h e ( f u t u r e ) M a r c h i n g R u l e 

c u s t o m i s s u e s . Then I w i l l r e - g r o u p H o g b i n ' s d a t a i n t o 
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t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e c a t e g o r i e s and -formulate a h y p o t h e s i s 

t h a t t h a t t h e r e was e s s e n t i a l l y no di-f-ference i n t h e s u b s t a n c e 

o-f c a s e s b r o u g h t by C h r i s t i a n s and p a g a n s . 

A l l a n s t a t e s < 1956:42-3) t h a t t h e c u s t o m c o d i - f i c a t i o n 

a d d r e s s e d s p e c i - f i c t o p i c s w h i c h I have g r o u p e d i n t h r e e 

c o n v e n i e n t g e n e r a l c a t e g o r i e s : 

Sex and M a r r i a o e : s i n g l e women, s u i t o r s , w i v e s , 
s e x u a l i n t e r c o u r s e , m e n s t r u a t i o n , c h i l d b i r t h . 

A u t h o r i t y o-f A n c e s t o r s : s w e a r i n g and c o m p e n s a t i o n , 
s a c r e d o b j e c t s and s i t e s , r e s p e c t f o r t h e dead, 
c e m e t e r i e s , g r a v e d i g g i n g , p r i e s t s . 

P r o p e r t y : g a r d e n i n g , l a n d o w n e r s h i p , l a n d u s e , p i g 
h u s b a n d r y 

T h e t y p e s o f c o u r t c a s e s <with E n g l i s h law c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

i n p a r e n t h e s e s ) a r e e a s i l y g r o u p e d i n terms o f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e c a t e g o r i e s : 

Sex and M a r r i a o e : a t t e m p t e d r a p e ( c r i m e ) , w i f e b e a t i n g 
( c r i m e ) , c l a i m s f o r d e b t m a i n l y b r i d e - p r i c e ( c i v i l ) , 
c l a i m s f o r c o m p e n s a t i o n on a c c o u n t o f s e d u c t i o n 
( c u s t o m ) , c l a i m s f o r c o m p e n s a t i o n on a c c o u n t o f 
a w i f e ' s f a i l u r e t o s e c u r e p e r m i s s i o n t o go v i s i t i n g 
f r o m h u s b a n d ( c u s t o m ) , n e g l e c t o f k i n s h i p o b l i g a t i o n s 
( c u s t o m ) . 

A u t h o r i t y : t h e f t ( c r i m e ) , b r e a c h e s o f h e a l t h r e g u l a t i o n s 
( c r i m e ) , d i s o b e y i n g an e l d e r ( c r i m e ) , s l a n d e r 
( c i v i l ) , c l a i m s f o r c o m p e n s a t i o n on a c c o u n t o f 
b r e a c h e s o f c e r e m o n i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s ( c u s t o m ) , 
c l a i m s f o r c o m p e n s a t i o n on a c c o u n t o f c e r e m o n i a l 
i n s u l t s ( c u s t o m ) . 
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P r o p e r t v : d i s p u t e s a b o u t l a n d o r o t h e r p r o p e r t y ( c i v i l ) , 
c l a i m s -for damages when a p i g d e s t r o y e d a g a r d e n 
(c i v i 1 ) . 

T h e d a t a i s r e - g r o u p e d i n T a b l e 3 below. I n s p e c t i o n 

shows t h a t t h e r e was l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e t y p e s o f 

i s s u e s on w h i c h p a gans o r C h r i s t i a n s b r o u g h t c o u r t c a s e s . 

T h e * 2 s t a t i s t i c f o r b o t h T a b l e s 2 and 3 b e a r o u t t h e h y p o t h e s i s . 

The d i s t r i b u t i o n o f c o u r t c a s e s i n T a b l e 3 do e s not d i f f e r 

s i g n i f i c a n t l y f r o m t h e v a l u e s one w o u l d e x p e c t i f t h e 

d a t a were r a n d o m l y d i s t r i b u t e d . T h e r e was t h u s no a s s o c i a t i o n 

between b e i n g pagan o r C h r i s t i a n and b r i n g i n g a c e r t a i n 

t y p e o f c o u r t c a s e , e x c e p t i n s o f a r a s t h a t c a s e f e l l under 

t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s s y s t e m o f c l a s s i f i c a t i o n , i n w h i c h t h e 

d a t a do r e p r e s e n t a s i g n i f i c a n t d e p a r t u r e f r o m e x p e c t e d 

v a l u e s . 

TABLE 3. 
F o u r - y e a r Summary. N a t i v e C o u r t I s s u e s 

( H o g b i n ' s D a t a G r o u p e d by 
M a r c h i n g R u l e Custom C a t e g o r i e s a f t e r A l l a n 1958) 

Cases brought by SEX tt MARRIAGE AUTHORITY PROPERTY TOTAL 

Pagans 34 47 11 92 

Christians 38 15 93 

Total 

** = 1.31 p ) .18 

72 87 26 185 
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None o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e s c h o l a r s h as p u b l i s h e d 

an a n a l y s i s o-f t h e s e n a t i v e c o u r t d a t a . T h i s a n a l y s i s 

s u g g e s t s an i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s u p p o r t i v e o-f my g e n e r a l t h e s i s 

t h a t t h e u n d e r l y i n g m o t i v e o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was t o 

b u i l d a new i n d i g e n o u s p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n . T he a n a l y s i s 

p r o v i d e s some b a s i s f o r b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e pagans and 

C h r i s t i a n s had a t l e a s t t h r e e b r o a d p r o b l e m s i n common: 

t h e management o f d i s p u t e s i n t h e a r e a s o f s e x , m a r r i a g e 

and k i n s h i p ; c l a r i f y i n g t h e b a s i s o f c i v i l a u t h o r i t y ; 

and p r o t e c t i o n o f p r o p e r t y r i g h t s ; w h i c h were n o t o n l y 

t o f r a m e t h e i s s u e s a d d r e s s e d by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e but 

a c t u a l l y f r a m e d t h e c a s e s b r o u g h t t o t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

e x p e r i m e n t a l n a t i v e c o u r t s i n t h e y e a r s p r i o r t o t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e emergency. T h e s e common c o n c e r n s p r o v i d e d one i n g r e d i e n t 

f o r t h e u n i f i c a t i o n o f pagans and C h r i s t i a n s t h a t o c c u r e d 

o v e r t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d . W i t h agreement on t h e 

framework o f n a t i v e p o l i c y p r o b l e m s , t h e o n l y d i s a g r e e m e n t 

was w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l b a s i s f o r p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g . 

Among t h e p a g a n s , t h e n a t i v e c o u r t s ' r e s p e c t f o r 

n a t i v e c u s t o m i n p r i n c i p l e was welcomed, but t h e p e n a l t i e s 

under i t s j u r i s d i c t i o n were r e g a r d e d a s a l m o s t i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l . 

T h e c r i m e o f a d u l t e r y , f o r example, was p u n i s h e d by a 

few months s p e n t i n g a o l , w h e r e a s i n t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i e t y 

i t h ad meant d e a t h f o r b o t h p a r t i e s . C a s e s o f murder 
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and r a p e w h i c h a u t o m a t i c a l l y went t o t h e D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r 

•for a d j u d i c a t i o n a s c r i m e s c o u l d be v i e w e d a s c i v i l under 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s y s t e m , i f t h e i n j u r e d p a r t y o r h i s f a m i l y 

a g r e e d t o a c c e p t t a f u 1 i a e c o m p e n s a t i o n . Imprisonment 

or a f i n e i n E n g l i s h money f o r s u c h o f f e n s e s t h u s l e f t 

a d i s p u t e u n s e t t l e d and e n c o u r a g e d f e e l i n g s o f d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

T h a t t h e government d i d not e n f o r c e n a t i v e c u s t o m j u d g e m e n t s 

i s a l s o i m p o r t a n t i n t h e d e v e l o p i n g d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n among 

t h e p a g a n s . 

T e a c h e r s d i d n o t s e r v e a s e l d e r s , and government 

e f f e c t i v e l y i n t r o d u c e d a s o u r c e o f d i v i s i o n i n t o t h e C h r i s t i a n 

c o m m u n i t i e s between s e c u l a r and s a c r e d a u t h o r i t y . T he 

e l d e r s were not r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e p e o p l e , b u t were 

v i e w e d a s government a g e n t s who h e l d t h e i r a u t h o r i t y by 

v i r t u e o f government, n o t p o p u l a r , b a c k i n g . T h i s H o gbin 

i d e n t i f i e d a s t h e c r u c i a l p r o b l e m , o f "how t o make t h e 

C h r i s t i a n E l d e r s i n d e p e n d e n t o f e x t e r n a l b a c k i n g " ( H o g b i n 

1944:269). T h e c a s e s t h e y b r o u g h t f o r d i s o b e d i a n c e o f 

t h e i r o r d e r s and H o g b i n ' s t e s t i m o n y on t h e l a c k o f r e s p e c t 

f o r them among t h e C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e r s a t t e s t s t o t h e 

c r i s i s o f a u t h o r i t y w i t h i n t h e C h r i s t i a n s e t t l e m e n t s . 

A l t h o u g h t h e s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t y o f t h e e l d e r s , 

b o t h pagan and C h r i s t i a n , r e s t e d u l t i m a t e l y upon t h e K i n g , 



pagan e l d e r s ( a s M a e k a l i t e s t i f i e s ) a l s o had t r a d i t i o n a l 

s a c r e d b a c k i n g , w h i c h means b a c k i n g a c c o r d i n g t o t h e terms 

o-f t h e a q a l o ( a n c e s t r a l s p i r i t s ) . T h e C h r i s t i a n e l d e r s 

had no s u c h s p i r i t u a l b a c k i n g a c c o r d i n g t o t h e r a d i c a l 

b i b l i c a l -fundamentalism o f t h e SSEM, where a u t h o r i t y was 

v e s t e d i n each i n d i v i d u a l ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e H o l y 

S p i r i t . However t h e i n d i g e n o u s t e a c h e r s , a s i n t e r p r e t i v e 

s p e c i a l i s t s , c l a i m e d v a l i d a t i o n by God o f t h e i r a u t h o r i t y . 

R e c a l l i n g A l l a n ' s w ords ( q u o t e d a b o v e ) , t h e y " c o n s i d e r e d 

t h a t i t was t h e i r d u t y and t a s k t o c o n c e r n t h e m s e l v e s 

and d i c t a t e i n e v e r y r e s p e c t o f v i l l a g e and d i s t r i c t l i f e . " 

T h e m i s s i o n ' s s t r e n g t h r e l a t i v e t o government was i t s 

a b i l i t y t o make t h e c l a i m o f r e l i g i o u s l e g i t i m a t i o n , w h i c h 

was s e e m i n g l y v a l i d a t e d by t h e d e c l i n e o f t h e power o f 

t h e a k a l o i n pagan d i s t r i c t s e v i d e n c e d by s i c k n e s s and 

poor g a r d e n s . P a r t o f t h e t e a c h e r s ' a b i l i t y t o draw pagans 

i n t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was due t o t h e p a g a n s ' a b i l i t y 

t o i d e n t i f y w i t h t h e n o t i o n o f p o l i t i c a l autonomy f o u n d e d 

upon s p i r i t u a l power. 

W i t h r e g a r d t o t h e n a t i v e c o u n c i l i n s t i t u t i o n , H o g b i n 

p r o v i d e s no n u m e r i c a l d a t a . But i t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e 

e l d e r s , l i m i t e d a s t h e y were t o r e n d e r i n g a d v i c e , had 

l i t t l e e x e c u t i v e power. A l l r e s o l u t i o n s were s u b j e c t 

t o t h e v e t o power o f f i r s t , t h e D i s t r i c t Headman and s e c o n d , 
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t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r t h r o u g h t h e D i s t r i c t O-f-ficer. 

Marquand s t a t e s t h a t " I t t h e r e - f o r e became t h e c u s t o m i n 

t h e Government l o c a l c o u n c i l s -for t h e headman and h i s 

c i r c l e o-f - f r i e n d s t o make a d e c i s i o n and t o d i s r e g a r d 

any d i s a g r e e m e n t t h e r e may have been" (Marquand 1949/58:43-4). 

A s w i l l be s e e n , t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l government n a t i v e 

c o u r t s and c o u n c i l s c o n t a i n e d an i n s t i t u t i o n a l de-fect 

t h a t b r o u g h t a b o u t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e b o y c o t t and t h e s u b s t i t u t i o n 

i n t h e i r s t e a d o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e c o u r t s and c o u n c i l s 

w h i c h were l i k e them i n e v e r y r e s p e c t but two: t h e ' M a r c h i n g 

R u l e ' i n s t i t u t i o n s were r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o-f t h e i s l a n d e r s , 

and, a s s e c u l a r p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s t h e y e n j o y e d r e l i g i o u s 

o r c u s t o m v a l i d a t i o n . 
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C h a p t e r 3 . The M a r c h i n o R u l e Movements  

Summer 1942 t h r o u g h S p r i n g 1947 

S i x months a f t e r h e r dawn a t t a c k on P e a r l H a r b o r , J a p a n 

b r o u g h t h e r war -for c o l o n i a l t e r r i t o r y t o t h e c e n t r a l 

S o l o m o n s . By May 1942 t h e enemy had o c c u p i e d T u l a g i , 

t h e s e a t o-f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e g o v ernment. A s t h e E u r o p e a n s 

e v a c u a t e d , B e l s h a w (1947) r e c a l l s t h e c e l e b r a t o r y a t t i t u d e 

o-f t h e n a t i v e s . Houses were l o o t e d and law b o o k s were 

b u r n t e n t h u s i a s t i c a l l y . B r i t i s h a u t h o r i t y w o u l d not be 

• f i r m l y r e - e s t a b l i s h e d -for a n o t h e r t e n y e a r s . 

From t h e t o p o-f M a l a i t a h i l l , n a t i v e p e o p l e s w i t n e s s e d 

s i x g r e a t n a v a l and a i r b a t t l e s between t h e U.S. S i x t h 

F l e e t and t h e J a p a n e s e , and numerous b l o o d y l a n d i n g o p e r a t i o n s , 

b e f o r e U.S. f o r c e s took c o n t r o l o f G u a d a l c a n a l and F l o r i d a 

i n A u g u s t . T h e J a p a n e s e sweep t h r o u g h t h e P a c i f i c t o w a r d 

t h e New H e b r i d e s and New Z e a l a n d was h a l t e d . From t h i s 

t i m e t h r o u g h 1944, t h e i s l a n d s were u s e d a s a s t a g i n g 

a r e a f o r t h o u s a n d s o f a l l i e d t r o o p s bound f o r t h e w e s t e r n 

Solomons and t h e P h i l i p p i n e s . 

A h a s t i l y - m u s t e r e d Solomon I s l a n d s D e f e n s e F o r c e , 

composed o f E u r o p e a n s , n a t i v e p o l i c e and 689 n a t i v e r e c r u i t s 

was e n g a g e d i n combat, r e s c u e and c o a s t - w a t c h i n g d u t i e s . 



The Solomon I s l a n d s L a b o u r C o r p s ( S I L O was c o n s t i t u t e d 

o-f a b o u t two t h o u s a n d n a t i v e s under B r i t i s h command on 

a c o n t r a c t l a b o u r b a s i s . N a t i v e s r e c e i v e d a pound s t e r l i n g 

p e r month and a d a i l y r a t i o n b a s e d on l o c a l s t a n d a r d s 

d e t e r m i n e d by t h e B r i t i s h , who s u b m i t t e d t h e i r r e q u i r e m e n t s 

t o t h e U.S. q u a r t e r m a s t e r s , who r e q u i s i t i o n e d U.S. s u p p l y 

d e p o t s . T h e r a t i o n was one pound o-f r i c e , a q u a r t e r - p o u n d 

each o-f t i n n e d c o r n e d bee-f and s a l m o n , i n a d d i t i o n t o 

a C u b i s c u i t s , t e a , s u g a r and t o b a c c o . When t h e r i c e r a t i o n 

was r e d u c e d by a q u a r t e r i n 1945, " t h e e n s u i n g d i s c o n t e n t 

3 

s p e e d i l y -forced t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o-f t h e e a r l i e r a l l o w a n c e . " 

S I L C were engaged i n t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f w a r e h o u s e s and 

l i v i n g q u a r t e r s (some b u i l t i n t h e n a t i v e s t y l e ) , s t e v e d o r i n g 

o r d n a n c e and s u p p l i e s , and c u l t i v a t i n g t h e C o r p s ' l a r g e 

f a r m a t I l u whose p r o d u c e went t o men i n h o s p i t a l . Among 

th e A m e r i c a n f o r c e s was t h e S e c o n d B a t a l l i o n o f t h e 2 4 t h 

I n f a n t r y , t h e P a c i f i c ' s o n l y N e g r o u n i t commanded by w h i t e 

o f f i c e r s , w h i c h was i n i t i a l l y e ngaged i n l a b o r d e t a i l s , 

o p e r a t i n g a t r u c k company, w i r e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s and m o s q u i t o 

c o n t r o l o p e r a t i o n s b e f o r e m o v i n g t o B o u g a i n v i l l e , where 

i n J a n u a r y , 1944 A m e r i c a n b l a c k s f i r s t saw f r o n t l i n e 

33 A l v i n D. S t a u f f e r ( 1 9 5 6 ) . The Q u a r t e r m a s t e r C o r p s :  
O p e r a t i o n s i n t h e war a o a i n s t J a p a n . V o l 6, P t . 2-3 
o f T he U.S. Army i n W o r l d War I I . Department o f t h e 
Army. p. 317. 
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34) 

a c t i o n . 
Solomon I s l a n d e r s had f o u r t y p e s o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s 

f o r c o n t a c t w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n s e r v i c e m e n . F i r s t , t h e y 

d i s t i n g u i s h e d t h e m s e l v e s a s s c o u t s i n combat and i n r e s c u e 

e f f o r t s . J a c o b V o u z a o f t h e Tadhimboko p e o p l e o f G u a d a l c a n a l , 
35) 

l o n g n o t e d by t h e E u r o p e a n s a s an o u t s t a n d i n g l e a d e r w a s 

a r e c o g n i z e d war h e r o . He w o u l d become t h e G u a d a l c a n a l 

l e a d e r o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . B r i t i s h o f f i c i a l s were not 

r e s e r v e d i n t h e i r p r a i s e f o r t h e i s l a n d e r s ' m i l i t a r y c o n t r i b u t i o n . 

C o c h r a n e s t a t e s t h a t t h e n a t i v e s "knew t h a t t h e y were 

b e t t e r s o l d i e r s than t h e A m e r i c a n s " ( 1 9 7 1 : 9 5 ) . On M a l a i t a , 

downed f l y e r s were r e s c u e d , g i v e n m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t and 

r e t u r n e d t o t h e i r u n i t s by SSEM members, who were r e w a r d e d 

by a i r d r o p s o f m e d i c i n e s , c a n d y , m a g a z i n e s and b o o t s . 

C o l i n A l l a n l i s t s t h r e e o t h e r f o r m s o f c o n t a c t , t h r o u g h 

34 U l y s s e s L e e , 1956. The Employment o f N e o r o T r o o p s . 
V o l 8. P t . 8 o f T h e U.S. Army i n W o r l d War I I . Department 
o f t h e Army. p. 497-8. 

35 H e c t o r M a c Q u a r i e , 1945. V o u z a and t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . 
L o n don: V i c t o r G o l l a n c z . 

36 A l i s o n G r i f f i t h s , 1977. F i r e i n t h e I s l a n d s . The  
A c t s o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t i n t h e Solomons. H a r o l d Shaw 
P u b l i s h e r s , Wheaton I l l i n o i s , p. 133-4. 
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t h e S I L C , i n c a s u a l l a b o r -for A m e r i c a n u n i t s -for w h i c h 

t h e n a t i v e s c o u l d e a r n a s much a s £ 1 2 per month, and - f i n a l l y , 

d e s p i t e r e g u l a t i o n s a g a i n s t - f r a t e r n i z a t i o n , i n p e r v a s i v e 

in-formal c o n t a c t s and t h e - f r i e n d s h i p s w h i c h e n s u e d . C o c h r a n e 

s t a t e s t h a t t h e n a t i v e s "-for t h e - f i r s t t i m e were a b l e 

t o e s t a b l i s h s a t i s f a c t o r y r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h E u r o p e a n s " 

( 1971:84; c-f. L a r a c y 1983:16). The A m e r i c a n s n a t u r a l l y 

e x p r e s s e d t h e m s e l v e s i n e x c h a n g e i d i o m s , a s w e l l a s i n 

common w o r s h i p , g u i t a r p l a y i n g , s p o r t , and s h o w i n g t h e 
37) 

n a t i v e s o v e r a i r p l a n e s and o t h e r e q u i p m e n t . E a r l y i n 

t h e war, t h e B r i t i s h h ad o r d e r e d t h e n a t i v e s t o p l a n t 

more -food, and l a r g e g a r d e n s were e s t a b l i s h e d a t a l l t h e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t e r s ( C o c h r a n e 1971:84). But l o c a l 

p r o c u r e m e n t o-f t r o p i c a l p r o d u c t s i n c l u d i n g b a n a n a s , p i n e a p p l e s , 

c o c o n u t s , lemons and l i m e s was n e v e r i m p o r t a n t a s a s o u r c e 

o f m i l i t a r y s u p p l y . N a t i v e p r o d u c e and s o u v e n i e r i t e m s 

s u c h a s p l a i t e d armbands, i n l a i d w a l k i n g s t i c k s and o t h e r 

h a n d i c r a f t s were e x c h a n g e d f o r money and p e r s o n a l i t e m s 

i n c l u d i n g t o b a c c o , p i p e s , t w i n e , f i s h i n g e q u i p m e n t , p o c k e t 

k n i v e s , s o a p , combs, m i r r o r s , p e r f u m e and b r i g h t l y c o l o r e d 

c a l i c o r a t h e r t h an f o o d , t h e p r i m a r y M e l a n e s i a n measure 

37 On t h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p s p e c i f i c a l l y i n t h e w e s t e r n 
Solomons, s e e G i d e o n Z o l e v e k e ( 1 9 8 8 ) . Z o l e v e k e . A  
Man f r o m C h o i s e u l . I n s t i t u t e o f P a c i f i c S t u d i e s , 
T h e U n i v e r s i t y o f t h e S o u t h P a c i f i c , S u v a . p. 25. 
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o-f weal th . 

Most commentators d i s c u s s t h e impact o-f t h e war i n 

terms o-f p s y c h o l o g i c a l s hock a-f-forded by t h e s c a l e o-f 

t h e h o s t i l i t i e s and d e s t r u c t i o n , t h e enormous q u a n t i t i e s 

o-f s u p p l i e s , and t h e - f r i e n d l i n e s s o-f t h e A m e r i c a n s e r v i c e m e n . 

A s t h e t h e a t e r o-f b a t t l e a d v a n c e d i n t o t h e w e s t e r n i s l a n d s 

o-f t h e g r o u p , t h e i m p a c t s o-f t h e s t a g i n g a r e a c an most 

u s e f u l l y be u n d e r s t o o d a s g i v i n g t h e n a t i v e s e x p o s u r e 

t o a new l e v e l o f t h e complex economy. I t was n o t s o much 

t h e p r e s e n c e o f m a t e r i a l equipment and w e a l t h a s t h e e v i d e n c e 

of o r g a n i z a t i o n a l power w h i c h i m p r e s s e d t h e M e l a n e s i a n s . 

W a r e h o u s i n g f a c i l i t i e s , m a c h i n e s h o p s , c o n s t r u c t i o n e q u i p m e n t , 

t h e PX, l a u n d r i e s , k i c h e n s , m o v i e s , m a g a z i n e s , b o x i n g 

r i n g s , a h i g h l y complex d i v i s i o n o f l a b o r — v i r t u a l l y 

t h e e n t i r e i n f r a s t r u c t u r e o f A m e r i c a n i n d u s t r i a l l i f e 

— was p r e s e n t b e c a u s e o f a sudden enormous o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

commitment w h i c h t h e n a t i v e s i n t e r p r e t e d a s b e i n g f o r 

t h e i r own l i b e r a t i o n . But a l m o s t a s s u d d e n l y a s i t was 

c r e a t e d , t h e commitment was w i t h d r a w n and made r e d u n d a n t 

as t h e war p r o g r e s s e d . T h e s e r v i c e m e n w o u l d soon be l e a v i n g . 

T h e B r i t i s h w ere s t i l l i n c h a r g e . 

The d i s c o n t e n t s u g g e s t e d by t h e b u r n i n g o f l e g a l 

b o o k s i n T u l a g i i n 1942, w h i c h s i g n i f i e d t o t h e B r i t i s h 

an a c t i v e r e s i s t a n c e a g a i n s t t h e i r r u l e o f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e , 
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Photo: Bainlvalu, Gorabau v i l l a g e 

Sunday Services of U.S.A. Troops on Guadalcanal, 1943. 
(Courtesy, U.S. Marine Corps) 



became more evident during 1944 and 1945. Some natives 

re-fused to -fight in B r i t i s h units. Vouza, somewhat of 

a labor boss on Guadalcanal, was dismissed -from the SILC 

•for threatening to withhold r e c r u i t s unless wages were 

increased. Some public meetings were held at which i t 

was demanded that the Americans must replace the B r i t i s h . 

And large sums o-f money, perhaps as much as $5,688, were 

raised -for the American Red Cross, sums which were turned 

over to the B r i t i s h . Twice the American Commander was 

c a l l e d upon to assure native emissaries, one including 

a twenty—four year old Malaitan named Nori, that there 

was no p o s s i b i l i t y that Americans would assume control 

o-f the Protectorate a-fter the war. 

* * * 

One o-f the int e r e s t i n g -features of the Marching Rule 

i s the lengthy periods of 'incubation' that interleave 

the major events. It was three years after the Chair  

and Rule before war enveloped the Solomons, and i t was 

not u n t i l two years later (February, 1944) that a c t i v i s t s 

in west and east 'Are'are began to promote the Native  

Cou n c i1 Movemen t or NCM. 

A l i k e Nono'ohimae, an i n f l u e n t i a l pagan man from 

the 'Are'Are people in south Malaita, was among those 
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who attended Fallowes's Nggela meeting in 1939. At the 

outbreak o-f war, he was stranded along with many others 

on plantations in the western islands < CO 537/2458 p. 

57). Alike made his way back -from the Russells, and in 

September 1943 returned to his v i l lage at Arirau, where 

he did exactly as Fallowes had suggested. Among the earliest 

documents is this note: 

This council started by Nono'ohimae on 9/18/43 at 
Arairau. He cal l out -for that nine Araha o-f d i s tr i c t 
of Arairau. And ask nine Alaha to get permission 
for let him to work this council meeting between 
them and the peoples (Laracy 1983:85). 

The araha of 'Are'Are society were "people who by their 

acts bring peace and prosperity to their hamlet and the 

surrounding region." De Coppet translates araha as peace-master 

Among 'Are'Are, and indeed throughout Malaita, subsistence 

act iv i t i es and much of daily l i f e was dependent upon mourning 

r i tua ls and mortuary feasting. Two types of 'Are'Are 

leaders were recognized, 'murderers' and araha. "The 

peace-masters in many ways were locked into the structure 

of a l l ceremonial exchanges and at the same time tied 

to his counterpart, the murderer" (idem:191)• The quotations 

above suggest a theme which runs consistently through 

38 Daniel De Coppet (1981). "The Life-Giving Death." 
Mortality and Famil ia l i ty . Academic Press. 
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the Marching Rule p e r i o d , a l e g i t i m a t i o n o-f s e c u l a r a c t i o n s 

by r e l i g i o u s , or as i t would come to be unders tood, 'Cus tom' 

a u t h o r i t y . A l i k e secured "pe rm iss i on " -from the peace-masters 

•for h i s work, which was to be "between them and the p e o p l e s . " 

The - f i r s t counc i l which documented i t s a c t i v i t i e s 

was he ld at Takataka Bay. T h i s meet ing o-f twelve Al aha 

in October , 1944 repo r ted to A l i k e that they - fu l l y supported 

the "Mercy Ru le " and t h a t , w i th the concurrence o-f l o c a l 

government appo in ted o - f - f i c i a l s , they had "put" Waiparo 

as "head over the custom, a l s o the whole counsel o-f Takataka" 

(Laracy 1983:85) . Waiparo would "be ve ry w i l l i n g to 

obey A l i k e in every th ing because he l i s t e n -for A l i c to 

do what he s a i d about the custom." The counc i l o-f Takataka 

a l s o expressed a s t rong d e s i r e to avo id v i o l e n c e , a theme 

a l s o recu r ren t throughout the documentary l i t e r a t u r e . 

"We not enemy o-f any people or Doctor or M i s s i o n or anywhere 

count ry at a l l . We may been ve ry b r o t h e r . " The i s s u e 

o-f land a l i e n a t i o n i s s i m i l a r l y prominent . "But every 

a laha not a l l o w i n g people to s t i l l t h e i r ground. They 

have to pay Csic3 I f any people wanted any th ing on our 

ground they w i l l get permiss ion from our head c h i e f A l i c 

over t h i s whole p l ace <hanua paina) .° F i n a l l y there i s 

a ques t ion about o r i g i n s and custom. They urged every 
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a l a h a t o r e c o r d g e n e o l o g i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n and i n v o k e d a 

new f o r m o-f r e l i g i o u s v a l i d a t i o n o-f t h e i r p o l i t i c a l a m b i t i o n , 

t h e m i s s i o n . "They a l l b e l i e v e what t h e m i s s i o n [ s a i d ] . 

E v e r y a l a h a f i n d out f r o m m i s s i o n some l e s s o n t o l d them 

t h a t God w a n t e d e v e r y o n e t o be h e a d f o r t h e i r own i s l a n d 

and man must l i v e t o p l e a s e him." 

E l s e w h e r e i n t h e s o u t h , t h e government d i s t r i c t headman 

H o a s i h a o , who had a l s o a t t e n d e d F a l l o w e s ' s m e e t i n g s i n 

1939, j o i n e d w i t h Nono'ohimae t o p r omote t h e N a t i v e C o u n c i l  

Movement. The f i r s t c o n t i n g e n t o f S I L C v e t e r a n s r e t u r n e d 

t o A t a a i n n o r t h M a l a i t a i n F e b r u a r y , 1944, where t h e y 

soon came i n t o c o n f l i c t w i t h government headmen, r e f u s i n g 

t o c a r r y o u t o r d e r s and b o y c o t t i n g t h e new government 

N a t i v e C o u n c i l . K a b i n i , who e a r l i e r had c o l l e c t e d money 

f o r t h e A m e r i c a n Red C r o s s among t h e S I L C , p r o p a g a t e d 

t h e new i d e a s i n t h e n o r t h . Now A m e r i c a n f l a g s were r a i s e d 

a t Suaba and A l a g e g e . More money was c o l l e c t e d . 

L a r a c y s t a t e s t h a t A l i k e j o i n e d t h e S I L C sometime 

i n 1944, but by O c t o b e r o f t h a t y e a r , he was on " p a t r o l " 

f r o m Onepusu <the SSEM h e a d q u a r t e r s ) down t h r o u g h S m a l l 

M a l a , c o n d u c t i n g " L e v e l M e e t i n g s " i n c h u r c h e s and men's 

h o u s e s and p r o m o t i n g t h e " C o u n c i l o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . " 

T h e p u r p o s e o f t h e s e m e e t i n g s was " t h a t t h e m i n d s o f t h e 

p e o p l e were t o be l e v e l e d and made t h e same as each o t h e r " 
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( p r o s e c u t i o n ' s t e s t i m o n y ; L a r a c y 1983:125). H i s i d e a s 

were embraced by t h e u n u s u a l l y l i t e r a t e and r e s p e c t e d 

SSEM t e a c h e r T i m o t i S i o s i ( T i m o t h y George) o-f S m a l l M a l a , 

b o r n i n Q u e e n s l a n d i n 1885, who w o u l d be e l e c t e d Head 

C h i e f o f ' A r e ' A r e and S m a l l M a l a i n F e b r u a r y , 1945 ( P r o s e c u t i o n ' s 

t e s t i m o n y , in. L a r a c y 1983:126) and was t h u s t h e o l d e s t 

o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s . M e a n w h i l e , N o r i , whose 

c 1 a s s i f i c a t o r y f a t h e r had a t t e n d e d F a l l o w e s ' s p a r l i a m e n t 

i n 1939, had a l s o r e t u r n e d f r o m t h e S I L C . He q u i c k l y 

assumed an a c t i v e o r g a n i z i n g r o l e . T h r o u g h o u t 1944 t h e 

movement s p r e a d t h r o u g h o u t M a l a i t a , and a c i r c l e o f l e a d e r s h i p 

d e v e l o p e d a r o u n d p r o m i n e n t SSEM and pagan l e a d e r s . A c o u r i e r 

s e r v i c e was e s t a b l i s h e d by t h e s h i p owners o f A t a a and 

F u n a f o u between T a e and t h e Lau s p e a k e r s a t Walade i n 

S m a l l M a l a , w h i c h may have f u r t h e r e d c o n t a c t s w i t h Ulawa 

and Marau Sound a t G u a d a l c a n a l a s w e l l (D.O. F o r s t e r , 

1946. i n L a r a c y 1983:89-91). 

By December 1945, what had been s e p a r a t e d e v e l o p m e n t s 

i n t h e n o r t h and s o u t h o f t h e i s l a n d , F a l l o w e s ' s i n s t i g a t i o n 

and common S I L C e x p e r i e n c e n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g , became r a t h e r 

l o o s e l y u n i t e d by a b i d f o r power by t h e s o u t h e r n e r s o v e r 

t h e n o r t h . A f t e r N o r i ' s p a t r o l t h r o u g h t h e n o r t h , T i m o t i 

S i o s i and N o r i t o g e t h e r i s s u e d a " f i r s t O r d e r " f o r b i d d i n g 

i s l a n d e r s t o r e c r u i t f o r t h e p l a n t a t i o n s . T h e y s a i d , 



"We have p l e n t y work y e t on o u r D i s t r i c t s o t h i s i s l a n d 

must keep t a p u f r o m any company a t a l l " ( L a r a c y 1983:88-9). 

An i n t e r e s t i n g f e a t u r e o f what h a s been termed t h i s 

" s t r i k e o r d e r " i s t h a t a p p a r e n t l y v e r y l i t t l e , i f any, 

p l a n t a t i o n r e c r u i t i n g was a c t u a l l y o c c u r i n g . A l m o s t a 

y e a r l a t e r H e c t o r M a c q u a r i e w o u l d w r i t e f o r t h e PIM, "No 

a t t e m p t has been made t o r e - e s t a b l i s h t h e BSI p l a n t i n g 

i n d u s t r y , and t h e r e a r e v e r y few E u r o p e a n s i n t h e g r o u p 
39) 

now. T h e r e a r e no s t o r e s — n o t even C h i n e s e t r a d e r s . . . " 

The s i t u a t i o n i s ambiguous w i t h r e g a r d t o n o n - p l a n t a t i o n 

l a b o r . The o r d e r had no a p p a r e n t e f f e c t on r e c r u i t m e n t 

f o r government p r o j e c t s . A y e a r a f t e r t h e f i r s t o r d e r , 

i n November, 1946, f o r t y l a b o r e r s f r o m M a l a i t a were w o r k i n g 

a t H o n i a r a , t h e new P r o t e c t o r a t e c a p i t a l , and f i f t y more 

r e c r u i t e d f o r government work i n F e b r u a r y , 1947 (C0537/2449 

p. 49, 49A; and c f . L a r a c y 1983:25). 

M a l a i t a n s were a l s o w o r k i n g f o r t h e m i s s i o n s and 

t h e m i s s i o n h o s p i t a l s . A w i t n e s s f o r t h e p r o s e c u t i o n , 

however, a s s e r t s t h a t T i m o t h y G e o r g e had e x t e n d e d t h e 

o r d e r t o government and m i s s i o n s a s w e l l , s a y i n g t h a t 

" i t was f o r b i d d e n f o r anyone t o go t o work f o r t h e E u r o p e a n s " 

39 H e c t o r M a c Q u a r i e , 1946. " ' M a s i n g a L o ' A n t i - B r i t i s h 
N a t i v e Movement i n S w e e p i n g Over Solomons." P a c i f i c  
I s l a n d s M o n t h l y . O c t o b e r , 1946. 1 7 ( 3 ) : 7 . 
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u n t i l t h e t w e l v e - p o u n d wage had been won ( L a r a c y 1983:128). 

Y e t t h r o u g h o u t t h e movement d u r i n g 1944, 1945 and 1946 

t h e 'Mercy R u l e r s ' s t o u t l y m a i n t a i n e d t h a t t h e y were not 

a g a i n s t , a s t h e y put i t t i m e and t i m e a g a i n , t h e Government's 

Laws, t h e D o c t o r ' s Laws and t h e M i s s i o n ' s Laws ( c f . documents 

C3, C8, C I S , D3, E2, HI i n L a r a c y 1983). I t was n o t u n t i l 

M a rch 17, 1947 t h a t t h e l e a d e r s h i p u s e d t h e word " s t r i k e " ; 

a l t h o u g h n o t " g e n e r a l s t r i k e " a s L a r a c y s t a t e s (1983:25) 

s i n c e i t "would n o t i n c l u d e p e o p l e w o r k i n g -for h o s p i t a l s 

and m i s s i o n s " ( R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s R e p o r t on P o l i t i c a l  

D e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e . CO 537/2449 p. 135-139). 

The o r d e r o-f December, 1945, s e r v e d i t s p u r p o s e o f 

u n i f y i n g t h e movement a t l e a s t p r o v i s i o n a l l y a r o u n d T i m o t h y 

G e o r g e and N o r i , and a t t h e same t i m e was p o l i t i c a l l y 

s a f e f r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t t h a t t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s e conomic 

s t a g n a t i o n r e n d e r e d i t p r a c t i c a l l y moot. But a ' s t r i k e ' 

h a s a dynamic o f i t s own t h a t w o u l d seem t o l e a d i n e x o r a b l y 

t o c o n f l i c t i n t h e a b s e n c e o f s e t t l e m e n t . The f i r s t o r d e r 

had c o n s e q u e n c e s t h a t went b e y o n d i t s b e i n g an a s s e r t i o n 

of i n t e r p r e t i v e c o n t r o l o v e r t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p o l i c i e s , 

t h e l a y i n g down o f a tabu and b u i l d i n g t h e p u b l i c image 

t h a t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e had l e a d e r s who were a c t i n g i m a g i n a t i v e l y 

on t h e p e o p l e ' s b e h a l f . The f i r s t o r d e r a s s e r t s a g e n e r a l 

w i l l f o r t h e r e - a l l o c a t i o n o f l a b o r r e s o u r c e s f r o m t h e 



"company" t o n a t i v e s o c i a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . I t r e p r e s e n t e d 

a c o n s e n s u s o p i n i o n , p e r h a p s t h e o n l y one p o s s i b l e , e x c e p t 

•for t h e g e n e r a l n o t i o n o-f a new g o v e r n m e n t a l i n s t i t u t i o n 

t o s e t t l e i s s u e s o f c u s t om, on w h i c h t h e p e o p l e c o u l d 

e a s i l y a g r e e . I t was r i g h t t h a t M a l a i t a n l a b o r , r a t h e r 

than b e i n g d i r e c t e d o u t w a r d t o t h e p l a n t a t i o n s and t h e 

t r a d e s t o r e s , w o u l d be d i r e c t e d i n w a r d t o w a r d t h e n e e d s 

o f n a t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t , w h i c h was c o n s i s t e n t l y v i e w e d a s 

n e c e s s a r i l y o c c u r r i n g a l o n g s i d e t h e work o f Government, 

M i s s i o n and D o c t o r . 

December 1945 t h r o u g h e a r l y 1947 must be r e g a r d e d 

a s an i n t e n s i v e d e v e l o p m e n t a l p h a s e d u r i n g w h i c h p e o p l e 

a c t i v a t e d t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e s o c i a l a g e n d a . From t h e b e g i n n i n 

t h e y t r i e d t o grow more f o o d and c o n s t r u c t e d new communal 

g a r d e n s a s l a r g e a s t e n t o f i f t e e n a c r e s , as w e l l a s c o a s t a l 

v i l l a g e s c o n t a i n i n g between t w e n t y and a h u n d r e d h o u s e s 

( A l l a n 1958:44-47). T h e y c o n d u c t e d b o t h mass and i n camera 

m e e t i n g s , d i v i d e d t h e i s l a n d i n t o n i n e e t h n i c d i s t r i c t s , 

d e v e l o p e d a h i e r a r c h y o f c h i e f s and l e a d e r s w i t h a c c o m p a n y i n g 

m i l i t a r i s t i c r i t u a l s , and e n f o r c e d what seems t o be a 

new d i v i s i o n o f l a b o r , a l b e i t one s e e m i n g l y i n w h i c h e v e r y 

woman was a p r i v a t e and e v e r y o n e e l s e a s p e c i a l i z e d noncom. 

In l a t e December, 1946, t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s c a l l e d 

a m e e t i n g o f 5,888 n a t i v e s a t t h e government s t a t i o n a t 
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A u k i , where t h e y demanded a minimum wage o-f £ 1 2 per month. 

Government r e p l i e d t o a m a n i f e s t o t h a t t h e g o a l s o f t h e 

movement were n o t i r r e c o n c i l a b l e w i t h i t s own. 

T h i s was t h e t i m e between t h e t r a d e w i n d s e a s o n s , 

and t h e r e was much n a t i v e s e a t r a f f i c . T he movement q u i c k l y 

s p r e a d t o a d j a c e n t i s l a n d s . A t S a n t a Ana, San C r i s t o b a l , 

where t h e SSEM was s t r o n g , a v a r i a n t on t h e i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g 

theme was e x p r e s s e d i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f f o r m a l a s s e m b l y 

a r e a s c a l l e d " r i n g s " , w i t h r a i s e d p l a t f o r m s where s p e a k e r s 

a d d r e s s e d t h e crowd, o r , a l t e r n a t i v e l y , where a p e r s o n 

b e i n g p u n i s h e d f o r h i s s i n was made t o s i t i n p u b l i c h u m i l i a t i o n 

( L a r a c y 1983:25). 

The i n s t i t u t i o n - b u i l d i n g o b j e c t i v e o f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e was not s i m p l y a g e n e r a l i d e a , but was a l w a y s o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d 

i n d e t a i l . T he c a p t u r e d n a t i v e document t i t l e d " C o n f e r e n c e 

o f A r a h a " ( L a r a c y 1983:140-143) i s a d e t a i l e d p l a n , even 

an a l g o r i t h m , f o r i m p l e m e n t i n g t h i s i n s t i t u t i o n . Each 

A r a h a was t o have an a d v i s o r and a l t e r n a t e , s e l e c t e d by 

" t h e p e o p l e . " T h e y were t o work i n f r i e n d s h i p t o g e t h e r . 

T h e y were t o b u i l d a m e e t i n g h o u s e i n w h i c h t o h o l d t h e i r 
40) 

d e l i b e r a t i o n s . 

40 T h e s e h o u s e s , C o l i n A l l a n s t a t e s , were l i k e t h e 
beu o r men's h o u s e s o f t r a d i t i o n a l c u l t u r e , b u t t h e y 
were f u r n i s h e d l i k e a government c o u n c i l h o u s e . 
T h e y "became t h e c e n t e r o f M a r c h i n g R u l e c u l t u r e . " 

H e r e were c o n d u c t e d c e r e m o n i a l s t o welcome h i g h 
M a r c h i n g R u l e L e a d e r s , f e a s t i n g and d a n c i n g , e x c h a n g e 
of p o l i t i c a l v i e w s and t h e l a t e s t news, and where 
c e n s u s was t a k e n and t h e £1 M a r c h i n g R u l e head tax 
c o l l e c t e d ( A l l a n 1950:47). 
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F a l l o w e s ' s i n - f l u e n c e i s shown i n t h e c a r e - f u l d e l i n e a t i o n 

of t h e r o l e o f t h e C o u n c i l ' s C h a i r m a n , and r u l e s r e g u l a t i n g 

m e e t i n g s i n c l u d i n g t i m e l i m i t s on d e b a t e . The c o u n c i l 

a l s o l i s t e d f i v e s u b j e c t s f o r d i s c u s s i o n w h i c h o u t l i n e d 

t h e body o f d o c t r i n e w h i c h t h e y f e l t was n e c e s s a r y f o r 

m o d e r n i z a t i o n and d e v e l o p m e n t , headed T r u e R u l e s . E d u c a t i o n . 

H e a l t h . Economy. S o c i a l . T h e a d v e n t o f C h r i s t i a n Kastom 

a s a u n i f y i n g d o c t r i n e between p a g a n s and C h r i s t i a n s i s 

f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e c l e a r l y e n u n c i a t e d : 

But most o f a l 1 we must keep t h e ten Commandments 
of God w h i c h a r e w e l l r e s p e c t i n our Customs by our 
a n c e s t o r s , who a l t h o u g h t h e y may have b r o k e n them, 
have p r e s e r v e d them by w ords o f mouth w h i c h i s c a l l e d 
T r a d i t i o n . ( L a r a c y 1983:141). 

The M a r c h i n g R u l e had p r o m i n e n t n a t i v e c r i t i c s . 

A s e a r l y a s J a n u a r y , 1946, Timmy K a k a l u a e o f Lau Lagoon 

s p l i t w i t h h i s b r o t h e r E n g l e s i o v e r t h e movement and q u i t 

h i s j o b a s Head M a r c h i n g R u l e C h i e f f o r N o r t h M a l a i t a . 

L a r a c y r e m a r k s t h a t he f o u n d " t h e new l e a d e r s thrown up 

by M a a s i n a R u l e a s u p s t a r t s , a s w e l l a s f i n d i n g t h e i r 

a m b i t i o n s n a i v e and t h e c e r e m o n i a l o f t h e movement d i s t a s t e f u l " 

( 1 9 8 3 : 2 7 ) . H o g b i n ' s i n f o r m a n t and government headman, 

M a e k a l i o f M a l u ' u , was a v i g o r o u s o p p o n e n t . Most C h u r c h 

o f E n g l a n d members a l s o f o u n d t h e m s e l v e s among t h e ' o u t s , ' 

a l t h o u g h t h e r e a r e o u t s t a n d i n g v a r i a t i o n s and e x c e p t i o n s . 



The p r i m a r y e l e m e n t o-f d i s s e n t was n o t g e n e r a t e d 

by t h e o p p o s i t i o n , who -for t h e most p a r t had d e v e l o p e d 

p r o f i t a b l e r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h i n t h e B r i t i s h o r d e r , but 

by r a d i c a l e l e m e n t s who d i s p u t e d t h e s t e a d y c o u r s e w h i c h 

t h e l e a d e r s h i p t h o u g h t i t was t a k i n g . T he d i f f i c u l t i e s 

o f t h e s i t u a t i o n a s i t w o u l d d e v e l o p c o n c e r n t h e s i m u l t a n e o u s 

p r e s e n c e o f a g e n e r a l n o t i o n among some f o r a g e n u i n e 

" g e n e r a l s t r i k e " and a g r o w i n g d e s i r e on t h e p a r t o f o t h e r s 

t o r e t u r n t o t h e p l a n t a t i o n s and e a r n money. The M a r c h i n g 

R u l e l e a d e r s h i p was f a c e d w i t h b a l a n c i n g t h e s e c o n f l i c t i n g 

i n t e r e s t s , a s w e l l a s many o t h e r s . 

T a k a t a k a C o u n c i l ' s s e c o n d documented r e p o r t d a t e d 

J u n e 1946, was c r i t i c a l o f t h e l e a d e r s h i p and, a s w e l l , 

g i v e s u s some i n s i g h t i n t o t h e p r o b l e m s f a c e d by men low e r 

i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e h i e r a r c h y o f c h i e f s . T h e y w r i t e , 

" T h i s t i m e t h e w h o l e c o u n c i l t h e y been s e e t h e M.R. 
i t seems t o be under t h e D i s t r i c t o f f i c e r , now t h e 
n i n e w a n t e d t o g e t p e r m i s s i o n f r o m t h e L e a d e r s o f 
t h i s c o u n c i l , t o show them any r o a d s p e r e a d l y f r o m 
t h e B r i t i s h man. ... But j u s t now e v e r y c h i e f s 
o f t h e s e n i n e c o u n c i l s t h e y s a y Government and N o r i 
t h e y b l o c k l o n g M.R. t h e y s a y f e a s t i s f i n i s h e d .... 
now t h e y t h i n k t h i s M.R. f o r R u l e t h e i r p e o p l e and 
t h e i r g r o u n d , s o t h e been west l o a t s o f money f o r 
t h i s m e e t i n g . I f anyone s p o i l o r b l o c k t h i s m e e t i n g 
o f M.R. t h e y must change t h e money and t h e f o o d we 

41 c f . N i c h o l a s P e t e r s o n <1965-6). "The C h u r c h C o u n c i l 
o f S o u t h M a l a : A L e g i t i m i z e d f o r m o f M a s i n g a R u l e . " 
O c e a n i a . 36:214-38. 
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s p e n t e d -for t h i s M.R. b e c a u s e you N o r i you been s a y t h i s 
m e e t i n g n o t g o i n g t o c o v e r anyone. But j u s t now we j u s t 
s e e N o r i he t u r n i t t o Government. ... B e c a u s e t h e i r own 
i s l a n d n o t s t a n d y e t ( L a r a c y 1983:93). 

Much o-f t h e memoranda and c o r r e s p o n d e n c e p u b l i s h e d 

by L a r a c y c o n t a i n s r e p o r t s on money r a i s e d and i n v e n t o r i e s 

o-f p o t a t o s , t a r o and o t h e r -food. T h e r e t i n u e s a c c o m p a n y i n g 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e c h i e f s had t o be f e d . T h e l a r g e g a t h e r i n g s 

o f t h o u s a n d s o f p e o p l e had t o be f e d . Now, t r a d i t i o n a l 

l e a d e r s h i p gave f e a s t s , and t h e p a t t e r n o f M a r c h i n g R u l e 

f e a s t i n g b e h a v i o r i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h i s t r a d i t i o n . 

T h e l i n e c h i e f s went i n t o d e b t t o b u i l d t h e i r o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

a u t h o r i t y upon t h i s t r a d i t i o n , and c o u n t e d on t h e g r e a t e r 

e f f i c i e n c y o f t h e communal g a r d e n s l a t e r t o make up t h e 

d i f f e r e n c e . Two N a t i v e C o u n c i l s a c t i v e a r o u n d T a k a t a k a 

Bay by December, 1946, had t o g e t h e r s p e n t o v e r £ 3 , 8 8 0 : 

" l o t s o f money t o buy f o o d s s u c h a s t a r o s , yams, pana, 

c o c o n u t f r u i t s , p i g s , c a n o e s , g a r d e n s and h o u s e s " ( L a r a c y 

1983:101). By J a n u a r y 1947, N e l s o n K e f u , F u l l C h i e f under 

Head C h i e f o f Kwara'Ae S h a d r a c h J o e , was w a r n i n g l e a d e r s 

i n t h e n o r t h and s o u t h t h a t a t t h e n e x t m e e t i n g o f t h e 

Head C h i e f s " t h e r e i s not much f o o d f o r t h e common p e o p l e 

t o come. ... T h a t m e e t i n g i s f o r t h o s e Head C h i e f s and 

t h o s e F u l l C h i e f s and t h o s e headmen o n l y . " He w r o t e t o 

N o r i , s a y i n g " O n l y you t h e Head C h i e f dont p r i n g any of 

y o u r b o y s , b e c a u s e no f o o d . F o o d o n l y f o r n i n e need" 
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< L a r a c y 1983:186, 189). 

L e a d e r s h i p r e a l i z e d i n e a r l y 1947 t h a t i t c o u l d no 

l o n g e r s u s t a i n t h e s c a l e o f m e e t i n g s t o w h i c h t h e p e o p l e 

had grown a c c u s t o m e d , and d e c i d e d t o c o n d u c t a " l a s t M a r c h i n g 

R u l e m e e t i n g " w i t h t h e D i s t r i c t C o m m i s s i o n e r a t A u k i . 

T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s h i p met w i t h t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r 

on March 17th. R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r N o e l was s u r p r i s e d 

when t h e y e x p r e s s e d an i n t e n t i o n t o e x t e n d t h e ' s t r i k e ' 

f o r a t w e l v e - p o u n d wage f r o m p l a n t a t i o n t o government 

42) 

r e c r u i t m e n t a t a mass m e e t i n g a t A u k i t o b e g i n J u n e 38. T h e 

l e a d e r s h i p , and p a r t i c u l a r l y N o r i , were p e r s u a d e d a g a i n s t 

d i r e c t c o n f r o n t a t i o n a t t h i s t i m e . However, when government 

l a t e r l e a r n e d t h a t S a r g e a n t - M a j o r S i p o l a t o g e t h e r w i t h 

h i s a s s i s t a n t i n t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s Armed C o n s t a b u l a r y 

s u p p o r t e d t h e i d e a o f a s t r i k e , t h e y became a l a r m e d t h a t 

t h e l e a d e r s h i p was no l o n g e r i n c o n t r o l o f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

On June 38, s e v e n t h o u s a n d n a t i v e s f r o m M a l a i t a , 

Ulawa, San C r i s t o b a l and G u a d a l c a n a l g a t h e r e d a t t h e D i s t r i c t 

H e a d q u a r t e r s a t A u k i . T h e a m i a b l e a t m o s p h e r e w h i c h had 

p r e v a i l e d a t t h e December m e e t i n g d a r k e n e d . M a l a i t a D.C. 

42 The l e a d e r s h i p a l s o s u g g e s t e d t h a t "any f u n d s f o u n d 
s u r p l u s f r o m tax c o l l e c t i o n s s h o u l d be i n v e s t e d i n 
some i n t e r e s t - b e a r i n g s e c u r i t y , and t h a t t h e i n t e r e s t 
s h o u l d be p a i d t o t h e C o u n c i l and n o t t o t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e 
g o v ernment." R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r ' s R e p o r t on P o l i t i c a l  
D e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e . CO 537/2449 p. 
135-139 
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M a j o r S a n d e r s was t o l d t h a t t h e p e o p l e i n t e n d e d t o e s t a b l i s h 

t h e i r own c o u r t s under t h e A l a h a and w o u l d have n o t h i n g 

more t o do w i t h t h e government N a t i v e C o u r t s and C o u n c i l s . 

S a n d e r s r e p l i e d t h a t t h i s w o u l d be i l l e g a l . Marquand, 

a c a d e t o f f i c e r , r e c a l l s t h e e n s u i n g d r a m a t i c e x c h a n g e : 

"'The M a r c h i n g R u l e w i l l f i n i s h now. T h a t i s my o r d e r . ' 

The p e o p l e s t o o d up and o p e n l y d e f i e d him, s a y i n g 'The 

M a r c h i n g R u l e w i l l n o t f i n i s h . ' T he government were f l a b b e r g a s t e d " 

(Marquand, 1949/50). N e l s o n K e f u , p e r h a p s t h e S t . J u s t e 

o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , made a b i g show by a d d r e s s i n g t h e 

crowds i n an i n f l a m m a t o r y manner. S a n d e r s and h i s p o l i c e 

l e f t a b r u p t l y . Then K e f u s a i d , " H u r r a h ! You me w i n government 

now!" ( p r o s e c u t i o n ' s t e s t i m o n y , J_n L a r a c y 1983:140). 

S a n d e r s , a s e a s o n e d o f f i c e r w i t h t e n y e a r s ' e x p e r i e n c e 

i n t h e BSIP, most c e r t a i n l y d i d n o t d e s e r v e h i s s u p e r i o r s ' 

o p i n i o n o f h a v i n g m i s h a n d l e d t h e J u n e 30 m e e t i n g . I t 

was t h e f i r s t w i n d any had o f t h e g r a v i t y o f what a p p e a r e d 

t o be an i m p e n d i n g c o n s t i t u t i o n a l c h a l l e n g e . The ' M a r c h i n g 

R u l e ' l e a d e r s h i p ' s p r e c a r i o u s p o s i t i o n w i t h r e s p e c t t o 

c o n t r o l l i n g t h e movement became e v i d e n t . A c l a s s i f i e d 

memorandum by t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r d a t e d J u l y 26 

194? f r o m t h e C o l o n i a l O f f i c e f i l e s a t Downing S t r e e t , 

n o t p r e v i o u s l y d i s c u s s e d i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l i t e r a t u r e , 

c a s t s l i g h t on t h e s i t u a t i o n . I t r e c o r d s a c o n v e r s a t i o n 
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between Mr. P a l m e r o f L e v e r s ( L e v e r s P a c i f i c P l a n t a t i o n s ) 

on a m e e t i n g h e l d w i t h N o r i and A l i k e t h e p r e v i o u s day. 

N o r i "had o n l y 9 b o y s r e a d y , and n o t 50 a s p r o m i s e d . " 

Palmer termed A l i k e " t h e r e a l b r a i n b e h i n d t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e movement. He t o l d me t h a t he c o u l d n o t p o s s i b l y a g r e e 

t o b o y s l e a v i n g M a l a i t a a s t h e y were u r g e n t l y r e q u i r e d 

t h e r e f o r t h e p u r p o s e o f r e h a b i l i t a t i n g t h e i r v i l l a g e s 

and g a r d e n s . " When Palmer began p r e p a r a t i o n s t o r e t u r n 

t o h i s v e s s e l , N o r i a s k e d t o come a b o a r d and s a i d t h a t 

"he was a f r a i d t h a t i f he r e m a i n e d on t h e b e a c h , he w o u l d 

be k i l l e d . " 

Once a b o a r d , N o r i r e c o u n t e d s e r i o u s t r o u b l e a t t h e 

J u ne 30 m e e t i n g . T h e Kwaio c o n t i n g e n t , " h a v i n g s t a y e d 

on t h e o u t s k i r t s o f A u k i f o r two d a y s w i t h o u t f o o d , became 

v e r y c r i t i c a l o f t h e i r l e a d e r s , whom t h e y a c c u s e d o f mismanagement, 

n e g l e c t , and s o on." T r o u b l e was a v e r t e d by t h e e f f o r t s 

o f T i m o t h y G e o r g e and A l i k e . L a t e r A l i k e came a b o a r d 

a l s o , and t h e p a r l e y c o n t i n u e d . Palmer c o n c l u d e d t h a t : 

The t e n M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s were a f r a i d t o l e t 
n a t i v e s l e a v e M a l a i t a , b e c a u s e t h i s was an a d m i s s i o n 
o f t h e i r f a i l u r e a s l e a d e r s , w h i c h w o u l d r e s u l t i n 

43 E r n i e Palmer had more e x p e r i e n c e w i t h i s l a n d e r s than 
p e r h a p s any o f t h e o f f i c i a l s . In h i s l a t e t e e n s 
when he began r e c r u i t i n g on M a l a i t a i n t h e 1920s, 
he was f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e e a r l y tax c o l l e c t i o n p r o b l e m s 
and knew D.O. B e l l . P almer was i n t e r v i e w e d by Roger 
K e e s i n g f o r a book c o - a u t h o r e d w i t h P e t e r C o r r i s , 
1980. 



t h e p e o p l e b e c o m i n g a n g r y , and m i g h t r e s u l t i n t r i b a l 
s t r i -f e. 

" A p p r e c i a t i n g , t h e r e - f o r e , t h a t t h e t e n l e a d e r s o-f t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e were -forced t o hang t o g e t h e r , " Palmer s t r u c k 

an a g r e e m e n t , s u b j e c t t o t h e R.C.'s c o n c u r r e n c e , t h a t 

he w o u l d r e t u r n t o M a l a i t a a t t h e end o-f A u g u s t , and r e o p e n 

d i s c u s s i o n s , and then t a k e t h e t e n M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s 

a r o u n d t h e i s l a n d a b o a r d t h e r e c r u i t i n g v e s s e l . "A l o t 

o-f t h e y o u n g e r men ... I am c o n v i n c e d , want t o l e a v e t h e 

i s l a n d and work." T h i s a c t i o n , o f c o u r s e , w o u l d have 

been tantamount t o r e c o g n i z i n g t h e l e g i t i m a c y o f t h e l e a d e r s h i p 

R.C. N o e l w r o t e , "I f u l l y a p p r o v e o f h i s p r o p o s a l " but 

n o t e d t h a t i t o f n e c e s s i t y w o u l d be "a p a t i e n t e n d e a v o r " 

< CO 537/2458 p. 5 6 - 7 ) . 

E v e n t s , however, were t o overwhelm t h i s r u d i m e n t a r y 

e f f o r t a t c o l l e c t i v e b a r g a i n i n g , w h i c h K e e s i n g c l a i m s 

c h a r a c t e r i z e s t h e g e n e r a l aim o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e movement 

( K e e s i n g 1978/78). Government c o n t i n u e d t o be a c t i v e l y 

r e s i s t e d . On M a l a i t a and i n o t h e r i s l a n d s , t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 

of M a r c h i n g R u l e c o u r t s , c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e g r o w i n g M a r c h i n g 

R u l e e m p h a s i s on C h r i s t i a n Kastom and w i t h k e e p i n g c o u r t 

f i n e s w i t h i n t h e community, became t h e c e n t r a l i s s u e . 

A R e u t e r s d i s p a t c h f r o m l a t e J u l y , h e a d l i n e d " M a l a i t a n s 

a t t a c k G u a d a l c a n a l w i t h war c a n o e s and b l o w p i p e s [ s i c 3 . " 
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i s w o r t h m e n t i o n i n g . T h e n a t i v e s were s a i d t o have " d e c l a r e d 

war" on t h e B r i t i s h a t G u a d a l c a n a l . S i n c e t h e end o-f 

t h e war, t h e o n l y t r a n s p o r t t o t h e i s l a n d was t h e 280 - t o n 

K u r i m a r o o u t o-f F i j i , and p l a n t e r s were r e p o r t e d t o be 

u n a b l e t o o b t a i n -food t o r e c r u i t l a b o r . A l t h o u g h t h e 

n a t i v e s on G u a d a l c a n a l had r e c e i v e d - f l o u r and r i c e d i s b u r s e m e n t s , 

t h e Mal a i t a n s were " s t i l l on c o c o n u t s and - f i s h . " P l a n t a t i o n 

owner L . F . G i l l C a u - f - f i e l d was q u o t e d , " t h e n a t i v e s a r e 

v e r y s h o r t o-f -food and i-f a n y t h i n g happened t h e B r i t i s h 

government w o u l d be t o blame." T h e r e i s s u r e l y no b a s i s 

t o C o c h r a n e ' s c l a i m t h a t " t h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t o s u g g e s t 

t h a t t h e y Cthe M a r c h i n g R u l e r s ] were su- f - f e r i n g -from -food 

s h o r t a g e s " <1971:153). 

In J u l y 1947, Brown J u l u m a n a s p r e a d t h e word t o Y s a b e l 

and Nggel a -for U o u z a o-f G u a d a l c a n a l , where he s a i d , a s 

r e c a l l e d i n t e s t i m o n y f o r t h e p r o s e c u t i o n <l_aracy 1983:124): 

T h i s i s t h e t h i r d w o r l d war. T h i s w o r l d war i s t o 
f r e e e v e r y c o u n t r y , i s l a n d and e v e r y b o d y h a s t o f o l l o w 
h i s own w i l l and t o g e t h i s own r u l e s . From now 
on, do n o t t h i n k s o much about t h e E n g l i s h money 
t h a t h a s an image o f t h e K i n g on i t , b u t l o o k t o w a r d s 
t h e A m e r i c a n money w h i c h h a s on i t , ' I n God We T r u s t ' . " 

J u l y 1947 t h r o u g h J a n u a r y 1953 

In a memorandum t o t h e R.C. d a t e d J u l y 31 1947, M a l a i t a 

D.C. D a v i e s w r o t e , " I t becomes i n c r e a s i n g l y c l e a r t h a t 
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Ju n e 30 was a m i l e s t o n e i n t h e h i s t o r y o-f p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t s 

on M a l a i t a . " G overnment's p o i n t on t h e i l l e g a l i t y o f 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e c o u r t s was b e i n g " d e l i b e r a t e l y m i s r e p r e s e n t e d " 

and many s u c h c o u r t s were i n - f u l l s w i n g . He w r o t e t h a t 

b o t h c a d e t s Marquand and Cameron, back -from t o u r s i n n o r t h 

M a l a i t a , " s t a t e d t h a t s u - f - f i c i e n t e v i d e n c e had been s e c u r e d 

t o e n a b l e t h e p r o s e c u t i o n o-f a t l e a s t one i l l e g a l c o u r t -

o-f - f i v e members." On A u g u s t 6, summons t o a t t e n d a p r e l i m i n a r y 

h e a r i n g on c h a r g e s b r o u g h t by Cameron were p r e s e n t e d t o 

s i x men on t h e n o r t h - w e s t c o a s t o f t h e i s l a n d . 

M e a n w h i l e t h e H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r f o r t h e W e s t e r n P a c i f i c 

w r o t e t o t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e s t a t i n g t h a t a l l wage r a t e s 

were b e i n g r e v i e w e d . He a l s o s t a t e d t h a t t h e n a t i v e s 

"have no c l e a r i d e a o f t h e t r u e f u n c t i o n s o f a n a t i v e 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o r how i t s h o u l d d e v e l o p " <30 A u g u s t 1947, 

W.P.C.H, PRO). Government had had "a l o n g t a l k w i t h V o u z a , " 

who a c c e p t e d an i n v i t a t i o n t o go t o F i j i t o i n s p e c t government 

o p e r a t i o n s , an i n v i t a t i o n l a t e r e x t e n d e d t o o t h e r l e a d e r s 

on t h e p e r i p h e r y o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . 

When t h e s i x men summoned f a i l e d t o a p p e a r , government 

i n i t i a t e d P h a s e II o f O p e r a t i o n De-Louse, w h i c h r o u n d e d 

them up on A u g u s t 31, 1947. 

A t t h e t i m e o f t h e f i r s t a r r e s t s , T i m o t h y G e o r g e 

was a t t e n d i n g an SSEM t e a c h e r s ' c o n f e r e n c e a t R a d e f a s u , 
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n e a r A u k i . H e r e some o p p o n e n t s o-f M a r c h i n g R u l e a l l e g e d l y 

mocked him, s a y i n g o-f t h e a r r e s t s , " T h i s i s t h e p r o m i s e d 

C a r g o " ( p r o s e c u t i o n ' s t e s t i m o n y , i_n L a r a c y 1983:133). 

In September, t h e key members o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s h i p 

were t a k e n i n t o c u s t o d y under t h e watch-ful guns o-f t h e 
44) 

d e s t r o y e r HMS C o n t e s t and t h e s u b m a r i n e HMS Amphion. 

In a r a d i o b r o a d c a s t on t h e eve o-f t h e A u g u s t 31 a r r e s t s , 

t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r s t a t e d , " t h o s e who have been 

o r w i l l be a r r e s t e d have s o u g h t t o e s t a b l i s h an o r g a n i z e d 

t e r r o r i s m and r o b b e r y o-f t h e n a t i v e p e o p l e by a s y s t e m 

o-f i l l e g a l p o l i c e , s p i e s and c o u r t s . . . . " ( L a r a c y 1983:178). 

In December a l t o g e t h e r 33 were t r i e d and 26 -found g u i l t y 

o-f b e c o m i n g "members o-f an U n l a w f u l S o c i e t y or C l u b known 

a s M a r c h i n g R u l e ...." N o r i and t h e Head C h i e f s were 

s e n t e n c e d t o t h e maximum s i x y e a r s e n t e n c e on V a l e n t i n e ' s 

Day, 1948, and were i m p r i s o n e d a t G i z a , i n t h e w e s t e r n 

i s l a n d s . N e l s o n K e f u drew a f i v e y e a r term f o r h i s p a r t 

a t t h e J u n e 30 m e e t i n g . 

W.J. Marquand, an e y e w i t n e s s o f t h e movement d u r i n g 

t h i s t i m e , r e c o u n t s t h a t " a f t e r t h e c h i e f s were a r r e s t e d 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e c o n t i n u e d w i t h o u t them, and t h e p e o p l e 

44 PIM 1 8 ( 3 ) , O c t o b e r 1947. p. 71. T h e commander of 
t h e Amphion. H.C. Gowan, o b s e r v e d t h r o u g h h i s s p y g l a s s 
a b a n n e r on s h o r e w h i c h r e a d " M a r x i s t Law"; h i s u n g u a r d e d 
r e m a r k s t o t h e M e l b o u r n e Dai 1v Mai 1 on 9/19/47, w i d e l y 
p i c k e d up i n t h e B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n p r e s s , c a u s e d 
c o n s t e r n a t i o n i n t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e . ( P u b l i c R e c o r d 
O f f i c e ) 
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demanded t h e i r r e l e a s e . T h i s w o u l d n o t have happened 

i f t h e y had been u n p o p u l a r b u l l i e s " <1949/50:38). But 

on one p o i n t Marquand g i v e s an a c c o u n t t h a t i s i n c o n s i s t e n t 

w i t h ( M a l a i t a D.C.) D a v i e s ' s u n d e r s t a n d i n g s ( s e e above) 

when he s t a t e s t h a t "when t h e q u e s t i o n a r o s e o-f o b t a i n i n g 

e v i d e n c e o-f t h e o p e r a t i o n o-f t h e s e c o u r t s , i n o r d e r t o 

p r o v e o v e r t a c t s by some o-f t h e l e a d e r s , i t was i m p o s s i b l e 

t o e x t r a c t i t -from e i t h e r w i t n e s s e s or -from p e r s o n s who 

had been c o n v i c t e d i n them, none o-f whom v o l u n t a r i l y c o m p l a i n e d " 

( 1 9 4 9 / 5 0 : 4 3 ) . 

In some p a r t s o-f t h e i s l a n d t h e movement l o s t v i s i b l e 

s t e a m . F. Phebe, wi-fe o-f Heber Hedl ey t h e -former Head 

Chie-f o-f F a t a l a k a w r o t e i n 1948, 

... our g a r d e n nobody w o r k i n g on them now on a c c o u n t 
t h a t mysel-f c a n ' t work on a b i g g a r d e n l i k e t h i s . 
A t p r e s e n t no d u t y d o i n g h i s d u t y . Now e v e r y t h i n g 
messed up nobody l o o k s a f t e r t h e -farm o r work i n 
t h e -farm. T h e r e i s no c o n t r o l o-f t h e v i l l a g e t o o . 
T h e y ' l l w a i t when you comes back then t h e y ' l l t e l l 

you a l l s o r t s o-f l i e s (i_n L a r a c y 1983:111). 

P e o p l e were l e a v i n g t h e communal v i l l a g e s and r e t u r n i n g 

t o t h e i r bush h a m l e t s . 

A l i k e Nono'ohimae c o n t i n u e d t o e x e r c i s e some d i r e c t i o n 

•from p r i s o n . In an e n c o u r a g i n g l e t t e r a d d r e s s e d t o t h e 

A r a h a o-f ' A r e ' A r e s m u g g l e d -from G i z a he t r i e s t o c l a r i - f y 

t h e p r i o r i t i e s . " I t i s p r o f i t a b l e t o us t h a t our n a t i v e 

c u s t o m s and laws s h o u l d be c o l l e c t e d and I want t h e A r a h a 
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t o i n q u i r e c a r e - F u l l y i n t o i t g o i n g i n t o a l l t h e r a m i f i c a t i o n s 

o f our c u s t o m s and when t h e y a r e r i g h t t o put them i n 

a book t o be k e p t u n t i l t h i s w o r l d i s c l e a r . " The ' M a r c h i n g 

R u l e ' must have two h o u s e s , "one f o r d i s c u s s i o n s and t h e 

s e c o n d f o r c o u r t . " T h e y were t o c o n d u c t a c e n s u s , but 

o n l y i f t h e y were wel1 underway w i t h t h e custom b o o k s , 

w h i c h were t o be w r i t t e n b o t h i n n a t i v e l a n g u a g e and i n 

E n g l i s h . T h e y were a l s o t o c o n t i n u e t h e f a r m s . He s t a t e s , 

" t h i s i s t i m e f o r work" (government t r a n s l a t i o n , j_n L a r a c y 

1983:112). 

Matthew B e l a m a t a g a , an e a r l y p r o p o n e n t o f M a r c h i n g 

R u l e , was i n j a i l on c h a r g e s u n r e l a t e d t o t h e movement 

i n 1947. He was r e l e a s e d i n 1948, whereupon he a s c e n d e d 

t o a p o s i t i o n o f l e a d e r s h i p and i n i t a t e d t h e "Freedom 

Movement." B e l a m a t a g a ' s movement was c o n s i s t e n t w i t h 

t h e b a s i c p a t t e r n o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f a new p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g i n s t i t u t i o n , w h i c h he termed 

t h e "Development S o c i e t y f o r N a t i v e R a c e s : " 

The aim o f t h i s m e e t i n g i s t o t r y and h e l p t h e n a t i v e s 
o f t h i s i s l a n d i n t o a b e t t e r way o f l i v i n g f r o m now 
onwards. A l s o t o r e v i v e t h e ways o f our a n c e s t o r s , 
who d i d n o t s p e n d d a y s i d l i n g . T h e r e a r e t h r e e main 
t h i n g s t o d i s c u s s i n t h i s m e e t i n g : - (1) t h e o l d 
c u s t o m s (2) Money c o l l e c t i o n (3) G a r d e n i n g . 

T h e c h i e f s were t o g a t h e r and c h o o s e a " R e p r e s e n t a t i v e " 

t o r u l e o v e r a t h o u s a n d o r f i f t e e n h u n d r e d p e o p l e . 
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The R e p r e s e n t a t i v e h a s n o t h i n g t o do w i t h h o l d i n g 
c o u r t s . He l e a v e s t h a t t o Government c h i e - f s o n l y . 
I f someone commits an o f f e n s e c o n t r a r y t o n a t i v e 
c u s t o m s . A R e p r e s e n t a t i v e m e r e l y t a l k e d t o o f f e n d e r 
p r o p e r l y . T h e R e p r e s e n t a t i v e c a l l s a m e e t i n g o f 
t h e c l e v e r c h i e v s and t h e p e o p l e t o d i s c u s s t h i n g s 
o f t h e v i 1 1 a g e . . . 

Money c o l l e c t i o n i s t o be k e p t and t o be s p e n t on 
t h i n g s f o r common u s e o f a l l t h e p e o p l e . ... t o o l s 
and s c h o o l f e e s . . . . 

The p u r p o s e o f t h i s g a r d e n i s t o h e l p t h o s e who have 
no f o o d o r v i s i t o r s and s c h o o l c h i l d r e n . . . . 

The l e a d e r s a r e t o work i n b r o t h e r l y manner. T h e y 
a r e t o a c t t o g e t h e r i n a l l t h e i r w o r k s and w i t h t h e i r 
k n o w l e d g e . T h e y must n o t h a t e anybody e i t h e r b l a c k 
or anybody e l s e . T h e y must c o m f o r t anyone who a r e 
i n n e e d i n d a nger i n t h e m e e t i n g . T h e y must know 
r u l e s o f t h e i r work and t h e y must d e v e l o p e d and show 
t h e new l i f e f o r e v e r . T h e y must c a r r y o u t t h i s work 
R e s p e c t f u l l y and m e r c i f u l l y . T h e y must show r e s p e c t 
w i t h r e g a r d t o Government Law and M i s s i o n . . . e q u a l 
w i t h t e a c h e r s ... o t h e r w i s e t h e i r work w i l l be 1ed 
a s t r a y and s p o i l t h e i r name. ... <i_n L a r a c y 1983:158-60). 

B e l a m a t a g a was p r o f o u n d l y i n f l u e n c e d by R o o s e v e l t ' s i d e a s 

f o r a new w o r l d o r d e r b a s e d on t h e Four Freedoms, Freedoms 

w h i c h a l s o had been q u o t e d t o t h e j u d g e by t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e (NCM) l e a d e r s on t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e i r t r i a l . B e l a m a t a g a 

e c h o e d Brown J u l u m a n a when he w r o t e , 

"... t h e main o b j e c t o f t h e w o r l d war II i s t h a t 
a l l men s h o u l d be f r e e . E v e r y b o d i e s have t h e same 
r i g h t t o make s p e e c h e s and do h i s own r e l i g i o n ... 
T h i s i s t h e P r o m i s e T h e w o r l d war II h a s f o u g h t t o 
f r e e e v e r y b o d i e s . E v e r y body has t h e same w r i g h t 
t o do a c c o r d i n g t o h i s own f r e e w i l l < L a r a c y 1983:158-160). 

B e l a m a t a g a and f o u r o t h e r s were i m p r i s o n e d i n F e b r u a r y , 
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1949. 

Government were -faced w i t h a new p r o b l e m i n 1948. 

F e n c e s and w a t c h - t o w e r s had been e r e c t e d a r o u n d t h e p r o m i n e n t 

communal v i l l a g e s , and t h e movement's m i l i t a r y a s p e c t s 

were a p p a r e n t l y b e i n g i n t e n s i f i e d . The P r o t e c t o r a t e l e g a l 

a d v i s o r s t a t e d i n A u g u s t 1948, " t h e l a n d on w h i c h t h e 

v i l l a g e s and e n c l o s u r e s a r e e r e c t e d i s p r i v a t e l a n d and 

c o n s e q u e n t l y any removal o-f t h e e n c l o s u r e s by government 

e x c e p t a s a u t h o r i z e d by law amounts t o a t r e s p a s s . " But 

t h e government went ahead i n O p e r a t i o n s J e r i c h o and O r e s t e s 

and removed t h e b a r r i c a d e s . I-f t h e p e o p l e d i d not do 

i t t h e m s e l v e s t h e D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r s , w i t h t h e i r C h o i s e u l e s e 

and F i j i a n p o l i c e , r a z e d t h e v i l l a g e b e f o r e s u l l e n o n l o o k e r s . 

In J u n e , 1949, 258 were a r r e s t e d on Ulawa. A t S a n t a 

Ana, 144 were a r r e s t e d o u t o f a t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n o f 389. 

A l t o g e t h e r , o v e r two t h o u s a n d p r i s o n e r s were i n c u s t o d y 

i n t h e summer of 1949. A t A u k i s t a t i o n , a t h o u s a n d p r i s o n e r s 

were h e l d . Marquand r e c a l l s , 

T he p r i s o n f a c i l i t i e s b e i n g i n a d e q u a t e f o r s u c h 
numbers, t h e o v e r f l o w were o f t e n b i l l e t e d i n o r d i n a r y 
h o u s e s , and s o m etimes u n g u a r d e d ; and y e t t h e y made 
no a t t e m p t t o e s c a p e . T h e y worked, armed w i t h p i c k s 
and s h o v e l s , i n gangs o f up t o f i f t y and sometimes 
more, g u a r d e d by one w a r d e r , g e n e r a l l y i n s u f f i c i e n t l y 
t r a i n e d , armed w i t h a t r u n c h e o n . T h e y worked h a r d 
and c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y w i t h o u t c o m p l a i n t . . . . When b e i n g 
a r r e s t e d i n l a r g e numbers i n t h e v i l l a g e s , t h e i r 
d i s c i p l i n e was f a u l t l e s s and t h e a r r e s t s were n o t i c e a b l e 
f o r t h e l a c k o f , even v e r b a l , r e s i s t a n c e ; and t h e 



men went t o g a o l f o r p o l i t i c a l o f f e n s e s w i t h a c l e a r 
c o n s c i e n c e , b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e y had done n o t h i n g 
t o j u s t i f y t h i s t r e a t m e n t by t h e Government and d e t e r m i n e d 
t o show t h e i r d i s a p p r o v a l w i t h d i g n i f i e d p a s s i v e 
r e s i s t a n c e (Marquand i b i d . : 3 8 ) . 

The l a s t o f t h e A m e r i c a n f o r c e s l e f t t h e i s l a n d s 

i n O c t o b e r 1949. I t was about t h i s t i m e t h a t A r i e l S i s i l i 

g e n e r a t e d new momentum i n t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d under 

t h e banner o f t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l Movement. In December, 

1949, 2,208 p e o p l e met w i t h D i s t r i c t C o m m i s s i o n e r Masterman 

at A u k i , where t h e y demanded t h e r e l e a s e o f t h e n i n e Head 

C h i e f s , r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e n a t i v e c o u r t s , and r e c o g n i t i o n 

f o r a Head C h i e f o v e r t h e w h o l e i s l a n d o f M a l a i t a . Government 

r e s p o n d e d w i t h demands of i t s own, f o r c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h 

c e n s u s and r e s u m i n g t a x , and i n t e n s i f i e d a l e a f l e t campaign 

( c f . L a r a c y 1983:187-190). S i s i l i h e l p e d b u i l d t h e r e s i s t a n c e 

a g a i n s t c o o p e r a t i n g w i t h t h e c e n s u s and t a x . 

S i s i l i ' s F e d e r a l C o u n c i l , l i k e i t s f o r e r u n n e r s t h e 

Freedom Movement, t h e N a t i v e C o u n c i l Movement and t h e 

C h a i r and R u l e , was f o u n d e d on t h e b a s i c n o t i o n t h a t a 

new n a t i v e g o v e r n m e n t a l i n s t i t u t i o n was n e e d e d . S i m i l a r 

t o B e l a m a t a g a and t h e d e f e n s e o f t h e Head C h i e f s , t h e 

F e d e r a l C o u n c i l was i n s p i r e d by " F o ur Freedoms was w r i t t e n 

by F.D. R o o s i b e l t " and t h e " Peace aims was w r i t t e n by 

F.D. R o o s i b e l t and W.S. C h u r c h i l l . " T h e s e " f o u n d a t i o n s " 
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s e t t h e c o n t e x t -for -formation o-f t h e " F e d e r a l C o u n c i l 

h e l d a t W a s h i n g t o n D.C. ... New Y o r k Cand3 P h i l a d e l p h i a 

i n U.S.A." Now t h i s c o n s t i t u t e s a p u z z l e i n t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e l i t e r a t u r e w h i c h can e a s i l y be c l e a r e d . L a r a c y s t a t e s 

t h a t "no ' F e d e r a l C o u n c i l ' i s r e c o r d e d i n A m e r i c a n h i s t o r y " 

<1983:172). However, t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l t h a t S i s i l i 

r e f e r s t o was t h e p o p u l a r name o-f t h e " F e d e r a l C o u n c i l 

o-f t h e C h u r c h e s o-f C h r i s t i n A m e r i c a " -founded a t New Y o r k 

i n 1905 and whose - f i r s t g e n e r a l m e e t i n g was h e l d a t P h i l a d e l p h i a 

i n 1908. The W a s h i n g t o n m e e t i n g S i s i l i r e f e r s t o may 

be one h e l d i n 1887 by t h e E v a n g e l i c a l A l l i a n c e under 

i t s new f u l l - t i m e g e n e r a l s e c r e t a r y , J o s i a h S t r o n g , t h e 

f i r s t " g e n e r a l C h r i s t i a n c o n f e r e n c e " i n A m e r i c a on t h e 

c h u r c h ' s r o l e i n s o c i a l s e r v i c e . The A l l i a n c e u r g e d t h a t , 

t o a l l s o c i a l p r o b l e m s , " a p p l i e d C h r i s t i a n i t y " was t h e 

s o l u t i o n . The a l l i a n c e e s t a b l i s h e d a new e c u m e n i c a l movement 

w h i c h was t h e d i r e c t i n s p i r a t i o n f o r t h e U.S. F e d e r a l 
^ ^ , ^ . , , ^ 45) C o u n c i l , t o be f o u n d e d e i g h t e e n y e a r s l a t e r . 

T h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l was a c t i v e on s o c i a l i s s u e s 

t h r o u g h o u t t h e f i r s t h a l f o f t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y u n t i l 

i t j o i n e d w i t h t h e W o r l d C o u n c i l o f C h u r c h e s f o l l o w i n g 

45 John A. H u t c h i s o n <1941) We A r e Not D i v i d e d . A C r i t i c a l  
and H i s t o r i c a l S t u d y o f t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l o f t h e  
C h u r c h e s o f C h r i s t i n A m e r i c a . Round T a b l e P r e s s , 
I n c . , New Y o r k . p p 17, 34-38. 
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W o r l d War I I . Known g e n e r a l l y a s s o c i a l g o s p e l ism, t h i s 

l o n g - l i v e d e c u m e n i c a l movement, a t t i m e s m i l l e n a r i a n i n 

t o n e , h a s l o n g been r e c o g n i z e d by h i s t o r i a n s a s t h e most 

p o t e n t modern i n f l u e n c e on t h e P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h i n N o r t h 
46) 

A m e r i c a . I w i l l a d d r e s s t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f S i s i l i ' s 

j o i n i n g i n t h i s A m e r i c a n t r a d i t i o n o f l i b e r a l P r o t e s t a n t i s m 

i n t h e f i n a l d i v i s i o n o f t h e t h e s i s . 

By A p r i l 1958, g o v e r n m e n t ' s a t t e m p t s t o c o l l e c t tax 

and c o n d u c t c e n s u s was a t a s t a l e m a t e and t h e e f f o r t was 

abandoned <BSIP 1949-56 A n n u a l R e p o r t , p. 3 9 ) . Government 

r e l e a s e d t h e n i n e f o r m e r Head C h i e f s i n J une on p r o m i s e 

of t h e i r c o o p e r a t i o n . In O c t o b e r government announced 

i t s i n t e n t i o n o f i n a u g u r a t i n g D i s t r i c t N a t i v e C o u n c i l s 

t o r e p l a c e t h e l o c a l S u b - D i s t r i c t N a t i v e C o u n c i l s under 

b o y c o t t s i n c e 1947, and t o g i v e them more a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

power. D e s p i t e t h e s e a c t i o n s , S i s i l i c o n t i n u e d t o p r e s s 

f o r a M a l a i t a - w i d e c o u n c i l , s a y i n g t h a t t h e " w h i t e government" 

ha s imposed " t a x e s t o them w i t h o u t t h e i r c o n s e n t . " In 

December S i s i l i i s s u e d what' i s p e r h a p s t h e most e n i g m a t i c 

of a l l t h e documents p r o d u c e d by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 

t h e M a l a i t a D e c l a r a t i o n o f I n d e p e n d e n c e w h i c h was an e x a c t 

46 c f . R i c h a r d H o f s t a d t e r <1955) The Age o f Reform. 
K n o p f , New Y o r k . 
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c o p y o-f t h e A m e r i c a n D e c l a r a t i o n o-f I n d e p e n d e n c e : "The 

unanimous d e c l a r a t i o n o-f t h e s e v e n C h i e - f s , u n i t e d d i s t r i c t 

o-f M a l a i t a . In c o n g r e s s , December 21, 1958 . . . ." ( L a r a c y 

1983:172) . 

By J a n u a r y 1951, t h e l a b o r q u e s t i o n was moot. Mages 

had been r a i s e d , a t l e a s t t o £ 2 per month w i t h an a d d i t i o n a l 

£ 3 / 6 w o r t h o-f j o b b e n e f i t s , and t h e BSIP r e p o r t e d t h a t 

" l a b o r was now - f r e e l y r e c r u i t i n g " and t h a t c o p r a p r o d u c t i o n 

had been d o u b l e d s i n c e 1948. The u n d e r l y i n g p u r e l y p o l i t i c a l 

a s p e c t s o-f t h e movement were not a m e l i o r a t e d , however. 

S i s i l i was t r i e d -for t r e a s o n i n F e b r u a r y and s e n t e n c e d 

t o t w e l v e y e a r s , r e d u c e d t o t h r e e y e a r s i n September. 

Th e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l c o n t i n u e d t o meet, now under t h e c h a i r m a n s h i p 

o-f A n a e - f o l o , Roger K e e s i n g ' s i n f o r m a n t q u o t e d above w i t h 

r e s p e c t t o R i c h a r d F a l l o w e s ' s words i n 1939. L i k e t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s o f t h e N a t i v e C o u n c i l Movement. 

t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l members a l s o met n e a r t h e D i s t r i c t 

H e a d q u a r t e r s a t A u k i . T h e p r e s s u r e s t h e y b r o u g h t were 

s o g r e a t t h a t e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f an i s l a n d - w i d e c o u n c i l 

p r e c e d e d i t s e n a b l i n g l e g i s l a t i o n . 

U l t i m a t e l y i t was a g r e e d t h a t a new c o u n c i l o f 41 
members w o u l d i n c l u d e o n l y t e n o f f i c i a l n o m i n e e s , 
t h a t i t w o u l d have i t s own f l a g f o r t h e i s l a n d , and 
t h a t any ' b i g man' i t n o m i n a t e d w o u l d be r e c o g n i z e d 
a s P r e s i d e n t i f he took a s i m p l e o a t h o f a l l e g i a n c e , 
w i t h t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f h i s n o m i n a t i o n t o t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e 
A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l . 

47 A.M. H e a l y ( 1 9 6 4 ) . " A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i n t h e B r i t i s h 
Solomon I s l a n d s . " J o u r n a l o f A d m i n i s t r a t i o n O v e r s e a s . 
5 ( 3 ) : 1 9 4 - 2 0 4 . p. 202. 
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The Mal a i t a n s r e j e c t e d t h e i d e a o-f t h e i r P r e s i d e n t 

s i t t i n g on t h e a d v i s o r y c o u n c i l , "an i n d i c a t i o n o-f c o n t i n u i n g 

s e p a r a t i s m . " T h e P r e s i d e n t was t o be p r e s e n t e d w i t h ta-fu 1 i a e 

by a l l t h e ' l i n e s ' o-f t h e i s l a n d , and t h e p r i m a r y o b j e c t 

o-f t h e c o u n c i l "would be t o make 'good laws about c u s t o m ' 

-for t h e p e o p l e " ( H e a l y 1964:202). In J a n u a r y 1953, t h e 

Hi g h C o m m i s s i o n e r -for t h e W e s t e r n P a c i f i c " took o v e r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y 

•for t h e d i r e c t a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o-f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e -from 

t h e A c t i n g R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r " and e s t a b l i s h e d h i s 

h e a d q u a r t e r s a t H o n i a r a ( C o l o n i a l O f f i c e L i s t , 1953). 

When t h e M a l a i t a C o u n c i l opened i n J a n u a r y 1953, i t was 

a c c o m p a n i e d by e l a b o r a t e p e a c e - m a k i n g c e r e m o n i a l s ( C o c h r a n e 

1971). A s H e a l y s t a t e s , " i t marked t h e c o n f e r r i n g o f 

o f f i c i a l f o r m and s t a t u s on a u n i t y w h i c h t h e M a l a i t a n s 

had a c h i e v e d f o r t h e m s e l v e s " ( H e a l y 1964:262-3). W i t h i n 

t w e n t y months t h e C o u n c i l had s u b m i t t e d s i x t y - s i x r e s o l u t i o n s 

and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s t o t h e H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r . 
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C h a p t e r 4. T h e Development o f Government's A n a l y s i s 

No s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l a c t i o n o-f t h e s c a l e o-f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e can be a n a l y z e d i n i s o l a t i o n -from t h e o f f i c i a l r e s p o n s e 

w h i c h i t e n g e n d e r e d , f o r t h a t r e s p o n s e s h a r e s w i t h t h e 

n a t i v e s " i n i t i a t i v e s r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r t h e e v e n t s a s 

t h e y were t o u n f o l d . The M a r c h i n g R u l e r e s u l t e d f r o m 

a complex c o m m u n i c a t i v e i n t e r a c t i o n between E u r o p e a n s 

and M e l a n e s i a n s , whose s e p a r a t e e f f o r t s t oward d e v e l o p i n g 

a s a t i s f y i n g s y n o p t i c a n a l y s i s o f t h e s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 

s i t u a t i o n were i n f l u e n c e d by each o t h e r . None o f t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e s c h o l a r s h a s g i v e n a s u s t a i n e d t r e a t m e n t 

o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s p r o b l e m s , nor have t h e y a d d r e s s e d 

t h e c o m m u n i c a t i v e phenomenon o c c u r i n g between t h e M a r c h i n g 
48) 

R u l e r s and t h e g o v e r n m e n t . 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s A n a l y s i s t o J u l y 1947 

F o r t h e most p a r t , t h e BSIP a d m i n i s t r a t o r s were i n t h e 

d a r k c o n c e r n i n g t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e e x c e p t 

t h r o u g h t h e i r c o n t a c t w i t h n a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p , and r e l i e d 

on t h e a s s u m p t i o n , w h i c h t h e y had no g r o u n d s t o q u e s t i o n , 

48 t h e s u b j e c t / o b j e c t c o m p l e m e n t a r i t y i n h i g h - e n e r g y 
p h y s i c s known a s t h e o b s e r v e r e f f e c t <cf. N e i l s Bohr 
1928. "The Quantum P o s t u l a t e and t h e R e c e n t Development 
o f A t o m i c T h e o r y " . Supplement t o " N a t u r e " . V o l 121, 
A p r i l 14, 1928.) h a s an a n a l o g u e i n a l l s e m i o t i c 
phenomena. I t h a s been s t u d i e d i n s e v e r a l f o r m s . 
Some e t h o l o g i s t s term t h e phenomenon t h e " C l e v e r 

Hans E f f e c t ( c f . Thomas Sebeok 1979). M a r g a r e t Mead 
and G r e g o r y B a t e s o n s t u d i e d i t i n t h e m o t h e r - c h i l d 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n d y a d i n B a l i w h i c h l e d t o t h e d o u b l e - b i n d 
t h e o r y o f s c h i z o p h r e n i a ( B a t e s o n 1942). 
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t h a t t h e s e men had t h e s u p p o r t o-f t h e i r p e o p l e . I n d e e d , 

what w o u l d be more a g r e e a b l e t o government than t h e emergence 

o-f l e a d e r s w i t h t h e b a c k i n g o f t h e i s l a n d e r s a s a w h o l e ? 

S i n c e t h e e a r l y 1920s government had been " c o n s i s t e n t l y 

c o n c e r n e d t o d i s c o v e r an a u t h o r i t a t i v e s t r u c t u r e on w h i c h 

c o u l d be b u i l t t h e d e l i c a t e s y s t e m o f i n d i r e c t r u l e " ( A l l a n 

1950:32). The d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h t h e s u b - d i s t r i c t c o u r t s 

and c o u n c i l s had r e s u l t e d f r o m t h e f a c t t h a t t h e e l d e r s 

c o u l d n o t s u s t a i n t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e p e o p l e . N o n e t h e l e s s 

t h e government v i e w e d t h e s u b - d i s t r i c t c o u n c i l s a s a s o l i d 
i 

b e g i n n i n g i n s e l f - r u l e . In 1946, an E d u c a t i o n D i r e c t o r 

was a p p o i n t e d f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e , t h u s c o n t i n u i n g g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

pre-war p l a n s w h i l e a d d r e s s i n g a s e n s i t i v e a r e a o f n a t i v e 

c o n c e r n s . But o v e r s h a d o w i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s were 

t h e d e v e l o p m e n t a l o n e s , t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s 

w a r - r a v a g e d p l a n t a t i o n economy. Government was p r i m a r i l y 

c o n c e r n e d t o resume c o p r a p r o d u c t i o n and r e c e i v e d i n s t r u c t i o n s 

t o t h a t e f f e c t f r o m London ( CO 8 5 6 / 6 ) . A s o f 1948, c o c o n u t 

c u l t i v a t i o n was o n l y 1.5 p e r c e n t o f t h e pre-war a c r e a g e . 

Government b u d g e t e d f o r a d e f i c i t and c a l l e d f o r a G r a n t 

i n A i d o f £70 1,953 i n i t s e s t i m a t e s f o r 1 9 4 7 - 8 . 4 9 > 

49 F o r a f u l l d i s c u s s i o n o f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s economic 
s i t u a t i o n , s e e C y r i l B e l s h a w , "The P o s t w a r Solomon 
I s l a n d s . " F a r E a s t e r n S u r v e y A p r i l 21, 1948:95-98. 



-162 -

However, Government o f f i c i a l s were u n e a s y a t t h e 

p o t e n t i a l c o n s e q u e n c e s o-f t h e demand -for a £ 1 2 wage, t h e 

a p p a r e n t l a c k o-f i n t e r e s t i n p u r c h a s i n g w e s t e r n t r a d e 

g o o d s w h i c h s u s t a i n e d t h e ' s t r i k e ' , and a t t h e " r a t h e r 

s t e r n d i s c i p l i n e " o v e r t h e r a n k - a n d — f i 1 e s u p p o r t e r s o-f 

t h e movement. R.C. Noel r e p o r t e d t o F i j i t h a t " t h e i r 

c l a i m -for £ 1 2 a month i s n o t s e r i o u s a s s u c h — I am i n c l i n e d 

t o r e a d i n t o i t a - f i g u r e w h i c h t h e y -feel no e m p l o y e r 

o-f l a b o u r w i l l pay, and a s a r e s u l t t h e y can keep t h e i r 

p e o p l e i n t h e i r v i l l a g e s , p l a n t i n g a l l t h e -food w h i c h 

t h e y n e e d . T h e weakness i s t h a t t h e y c a n n o t and do not 

p l a n f o r an e x p o r t s o a s t o e a r n money w i t h w h i c h t o pay 

f o r t h e i m p o r t s w h i c h t h e y r e q u i r e . " N o e l f u r t h e r r e p o r t e d 

t h a t f o r t y p e r s o n s had been c o n v i c t e d on M a l a i t a f o r i l l e g a l 

d r i l l i n g , w h i c h "has s o b e r e d t h e l e a d e r s t h e r e on t h a t 

s c o r e . . . . I s h a l l n o t t o l e r a t e S t o r m T r o o p e r s i n t h e Solomons!" 

(Noel t o S i r A l e x a n d e r Grantham < F i j i ) , 30 November 1946. 

CO 537/2449 p. 149-50). 

Th e p o s i t i v e o p p o r t u n i t y o f f e r e d by t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e r s d i d n o t go u n n o t i c e d . The M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s , 

w r o t e S i r A l e x a n d e r Grantham < F i j i ) t o S i r C h a r l e s J e f f r i e s 

( C o l o n i a l O f f i c e ) i n December, "seem t o be g e n u i n e l y i n t e r e s t e d 

i n t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e p e o p l e , and b e l i e v e i n s e l f - h e l p . 

What t h e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n h a s t o do i s t o g u i d e i t a l o n g 
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t h e p r o p e r l i n e s " <C0 537/2449 p. 148). In t h e S p r i n g 

o-f 1947 government was p r e p a r e d t o work w i t h t h e l e a d e r s h i p 

t o w a r d a m u t u a l l y accommodative s o l u t i o n t h r o u g h l a n g u a g e . 

The o n l y p o l i t i c a l p r o b l e m seems t o be t h e i r commitment 

t o t h e e x i s t i n g s u b - d i s t r i c t c o u r t s and c o u n c i l s i n s t i t u t i o n , 

and t h e m a i n t e n a n c e t h e r e o-f -firm government g u i d a n c e 

t h r o u g h i t s D i s t r i c t Headmen. The P r o t e c t o r a t e ' s A nnual 

R e p o r t -for 1946 s t a t e s t h a t : 

T h e -formation o-f [ S u b - D i s t r i c t ] v i l l a g e C o u n c i l s 
i n t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e r e p r e s e n t s a p r o g r e s s i v e s t e p . 
C o u n c i l s o-f -family g r o u p s and c h u r c h C o u n c i l s have 
e x i s t e d -for many y e a r s : i n t h e l i g h t o-f e x p e r i e n c e 
g a i n e d t h e r e i n , t h e r e s h o u l d be a v a i l a b l e men w i t h 
e x p e r i e n c e i n d e a l i n g w i t h m a t t e r s t h a t c o n c e r n p u b l i c 
i n t e r e s t , however l i m i t e d t h a t i n t e r e s t may be. 
The a b i l i t y w i t h w h i c h a c t i v e M a r c h i n g R u l e C o m m i t t e e s 
have been d i r e c t e d c o n f i r m s t h i s , and s u p p o r t s t h e 
v i e w t h a t t h e t i m e h a s now come when t h e n a t i v e r i g h t l y 
s e e k s some medium f o r t h e e x p r e s s i o n o f h i s o p i n i o n s , 
a t l e a s t w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e p u b l i c a f f a i r s o f h i s 
" s u b - d i s t r i c t " . ... A t p r e s e n t d e l e g a t e s a r e a p p o i n t e d 
t o t h e [ M a r c h i n g R u l e ] C o u n c i l s by p u b l i c a c c l a m a t i o n , 
one o r two t o each v i l l a g e ; b ut h e r e and t h e r e we 
have i n s t a n c e s where t h e y e l e c t a ' L e a d e r ' whose 
f u n c t i o n i t i s t o l e a d t h e d e l e g a t e s i n t h e i r d e l i b e r a t i o n s 
<C0 856/5) . 

The December A u k i m e e t i n g o f 5,000 i s l a n d e r s e n c o u r a g e d 

government t o b e l i e v e t h a t t h e momentum of t h e movement 

was u n d e r t h e c o n t r o l o f t h e l e a d e r s h i p . The H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r 

r e p o r t e d t o t h e S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e f o r t h e C o l o n i e s i n 

J a n u a r y t h a t " t h e m e e t i n g was an a m i c a b l e one and t h e 

d i s c u s s i o n t h r o u g h o u t was f r i e n d l y . The l e a d e r s a t t h e 
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m e e t i n g in-formed t h e D i s t r i c t C o m m i s s i o n e r o-f t h e i r a ims 

and o b j e c t s ... i n a d d i t i o n t h e y s t a t e d t h a t t h e y were 

w i l l i n g t o a s s i s t t h e Government i n i t s m e d i c a l , e d u c a t i o n a l 

and a g r i c u l t u r a l p l a n s . T h e y a l s o e x p r e s s e d s u p p o r t -for 

t h e m i s s i o n s . T h e D i s t r i c t C o m m i s s i o n e r t o l d them t h a t 

t h e s e were t h e a i m s o-f Government, t h a t Government, by 

s e t t i n g up N a t i v e C o u n c i l s and C o u r t s , was a l r e a d y d o i n g 

t h a t . . . ." T h e "-fundamental aim i s t h e d e v e l o p m e n t and 

wel-fare o f t h e p e o p l e , who, t h e l e a d e r s c o n s i d e r , s h o u l d 

have a g r e a t e r c o n t r o l o v e r t h e i r own a f f a i r s , a t any 

r a t e i n m i n o r m a t t e r s . T h e s e a r e a d m i r a b l e a i m s , and 

a r e i n f a c t t h e p o l i c y o f Government" <C0 537/2449. p . l 

A t a P r o t e c t o r a t e A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l m e e t i n g e a r l y 

i n 1947, R.C. Noe l s t a t e d : 

T h e r e i s no e v i d e n c e t h a t t h i s movement i s s u b v e r s i v e . 
I t p r o f e s s e s t o be o p p o s e d t o e x p l o i t a t i o n by t h e 
w h i t e man, and aims e v e n t u a l l y a t s e c u r i n g c o m p l e t e 
c o n t r o l by t h e n a t i v e s o f t h e s e i s l a n d s o f a l l f o r m s 
o f c o m m e r c i a l e n t e r p r i s e and t h e Government o f t h e 
c o u n t r y . T h e r e a r e e x t r e m i s t s i n t h i s movement, 
but t h e p r e s e n t i n d i c a t i o n s a r e t h a t m o d e r a t e c o u n s e l s 
s t i l l h o l d t h e p r e v a i l i n g i n f l u e n c e . F o r i n s t a n c e 
t h e i r n e x t Committee m e e t i n g i s t o be c a l l e d on 19th 
F e b r u a r y , and i s t o be c o n v e n e d a t Abu, n e a r A u k i , 
i n o r d e r t o s u i t t h e c o n v e n i e n c e o f t h e D i s t r i c t 
C o m m i s s i o n e r a s t h e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e o f t h e Government 
( M i n u t e s o f t h e A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l . CO 8 5 6 / 6 ) . 
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Government t r i e d t o e n c o u r a g e a r e s u m p t i o n o-f r e c r u i t i n g 

w i t h t h e a r g u m e n t s t h a t i t w o u l d e n a b l e p u r c h a s e o-f t h e 
50) 

i n c e n t i v e t r a d e g o o d s , and t h a t i t w o u l d be an o u t l e t 

•for m a r r i a g e a b l e men -for whom, b e c a u s e o-f t h e p r e d o m i n a t e l y 

m a l e sex r a t i o , t h e r e were no women, and t h a t M a l a i t a n 

l a b o r was an a s s e t " i n a s s i s t i n g w o r l d a s w e l l a s l o c a l 

r e c o v e r y . " The government were s u p p o r t i v e o-f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e communal -farms p r o j e c t s , but e x p r e s s e d t h e r e s e r v a t i o n 

t h a t t h e new v i l l a g e s s h o u l d n o t be s i t e d i n a r e a s u n s u i t e d 

t o h e a l t h or t h e c u l t i v a t i o n o-f s t a p l e s < t a r o i s a h i g h - b u s h 

p r o d u c t ) , but "so -far t h i s h a s not o c c u r r e d . " Government 

a l s o c o n s i d e r e d t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o-f i n c o r p o r a t i n g t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e a r a h a s y s t e m i n t o i t s schemes -for i n d i r e c t r u l e a l o n g 

t h e l i n e s o-f t h e A f r i c a n C l a n C o u r t . However, g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

l i m i t e d a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l knowledge w o u l d i n t e r f e r e w i t h 

t h i n k i n g a l o n g t h e s e l i n e s . A s M a l a i t a D.C. D a v i e s w r o t e 

t o N o e l , 

I f e e l t h a t a s f a r a s t h e N o r t h i s c o n c e r n e d t h e r e 
i s n o t j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r b e l i e v i n g t h a t t h e A l a h a 
s y s t e m h a s any h i s t o r i c a l b a s i s , nor any r o o t s i n 
t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e . I t i s i n e f f e c t an a r t i f i c i a l 

50 "... g e n e r a l l y s p e a k i n g , t h e p e o p l e do not want money 
as t h e y h a v e e v e r y t h i n g t h e y want f o r n o t h i n g 
T e m p t i n g g o o d s i n t h e Government s t o r e s a r e shunned 

a l t h o u g h a number o f p e o p l e h a v e t h e money t o buy. 
T h e w i l l i n g n e s s w i t h w h i c h t h e y a l l p a i d t h e i r pound 

t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e f u n d s and c o n t r i b u t e d t o c o l l e c t i o n s 
f o r t h e A m e r i c a n Red C r o s s , shows t h a t money i s a v a i l a b l e , 
T he Government T r e a s u r y i s a l w a y s c o m p l a i n i n g o f 

t h e way t h a t money d i s a p p e a r s i n t o M a l a i t a . The 
M a r c h i n g R u l e even made i t law t h a t t h e i r p e o p l e 
were n o t t o t r a d e i n E u r o p e a n g o o d s , and a l 1 s t o r e s 
s e l l i n g t h e s e goods were b o y c o t t e d " (Marquand 1949/50:31), 
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g r a f t i n g o-f a s o c i a l s y s t e m e x c l u s i v e t o S m a l l M a l a i t a 
and p o s s i b l y A r i a r i < CO 537/2450, pp. 5 8 - 9 ) . 

T h u s i t i s c l e a r t h a t up u n t i l J u l y , 1947 government 

was p r e p a r e d t o c o n s i d e r c h a n g e s i n i t s n a t i v e p o l i c y 

and a l s o p r e p a r e d t o work w i t h t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s h i p , 

a s R.C. N o e l ' s a c c o u n t o-f t h e P a l m e r m e e t i n g d i r e c t l y 

a t t e s t s . A l l t h i s c h a n g e d i n J u l y . Government came t o 

v i e w t h e d e v e l o p i n g s i t u a t i o n a s out o-f l e a d e r s h i p ' s c o n t r o l . 

T h e r e a f t e r a s t h e y w i t h d r e w t h e i r a t t e m p t s t o work w i t h 

t h e l e a d e r s h i p , t h e l a s t o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r a m u t u a l l y 

a c commodative s o l u t i o n a r r i v e d a t t h r o u g h l a n g u a g e s l i p p e d 

away. E x t r e m i s t e l e m e n t s had s e i z e d t h e momentum a f t e r 

t h e J u n e 30 m e e t i n g . The M a r c h i n g R u l e had o p e n l y d e f i e d 

t h e B r i t i s h and s e t up i t s own shadow government. A 

g e n e r a l s t r i k e was p e r h a p s imminent. A n o t h e r mass m e e t i n g 

was r u m o r e d p l a n n e d f o r September. By t h e a c t i o n s o f 

t h e r a d i c a l s t h e c o l o n i a l s were e x c l u d e d f r o m p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

i n t h e d e v e l o p i n g M a r c h i n g R u l e d i s c o u r s e . By summer 

t h e y were even more i n t h e d a r k a b o u t t h e movement than 

when d i s c u s s i o n s were h e l d w i t h t h e Head C h i e f s . Government 

had o n l y one c o u r s e r e m a i n i n g t o i t , t h a t o f f o r c e . 

A l l a n ' s summary o f t h e movement s t r e s s e s a number 

of p o i n t s , one o f w h i c h i s t h e s e c r e c y w h i c h e n v e l o p e d 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . I t was v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o g a i n i n t e l l i g e n c e . 

A s t h e H i g h C o m m i s s i o n e r w r o t e t o h i s s u p e r i o r i n J a n u a r y , 



"I was s t r u c k by t h e -fact t h a t m i s s i o n a r i e s and p l a n t e r s , 

w i t h whom I s p o k e , had much l e s s knowledge o r a p p r e c i a t i o n 

o-f t h e movement than had t h e o f f i c e r s o f t h e d i s t r i c t 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n " (CO 537 / 2 4 4 9 ) . The M a r c h i n g R u l e had 

o p e r a t e d u n d e r g r o u n d f o r i t s f i r s t two y e a r s . A s l a t e 

a s A u g u s t 1958, t h e B i s h o p o f M e l a n e s i a Rev. Caul ton termed 

t h e movement "a s o r t o f s e c r e t s o c i e t y , and o u t s i d e r s 

know l i t t l e o f what i s g o i n g on" (PIM A u g u s t 1958:77,79). 

In t h i s complex and h i g h l y u n c e r t a i n e n v i r o n m e n t a new 

a n a l y s i s o f e v e n t s d e v e l o p e d t o w h i c h I w i l l now t u r n . 
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C a r o o 

F o r t h e n e x t - f i v e y e a r s t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o-f t h e BSIP 

was d o m i n a t e d by t h e p r o b l e m o-f how t o e x p l a i n and r e s p o n d 

t o t h e a c u t e c h a l l e n g e o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e t o t h e l e g i t i m a c y 

o-f i t s p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y . F a c e d w i t h what a p p e a r e d 

a s an imminent c o n s t i t u t i o n a l c r i s i s , t h e u r g e n c y o-f t h e 

s i t u a t i o n a s i t a p p e a r e d t o government demanded an a c t i o n - o r i e n t 

a n a l y s i s . From a b o u t S p r i n g 1947, a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d e v e l o p e d 

t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was u l t i m a t e l y c a s t 

-from t h e same m o l d a s i r r a t i o n a l c u l t i c o u t b r e a k s e x p e r i e n c e d 

i n t h e W e s t e r n Solomons and New G u i n e a , u n d e r s t o o d as 

r e a c t i v e and p a l l i a t i v e mass phenomena r e s p o n d i n g t o t h e 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l p r e s s u r e s and i m p a c t s o-f w e s t e r n i z a t i o n . 

The term " c a r g o c u l t " a s a p r o p e r name f o r s u c h 

movements was y e t t o be i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e v o c a b u l a r y . 

1 do n o t w i s h t o r e i t e r a t e why i t was i n c o r r e c t t o v i e w 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a s a c a r g o c u l t , a p o i n t a d d r e s s e d most 

f o r c e f u l l y by Roger K e e s i n g ( 1 9 7 8 - 9 ) , but t o u n c o v e r how 

t h a t i n t e r p r e t a t i o n came t o d o m i n a t e t h e o f f i c i a l a n a l y s i s 

and o f f i c i a l r e s p o n s e , and c o n s e q u e n t l y , t o f i n d i t s way 

i n t o a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l t h e o r y . 

I h y p o t h e s i z e a new s o u r c e f o r t h e C a r g o i s t e l e m e n t s 



t h a t were u n d e n i a b l y p r e s e n t i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e but 

•for w h i c h K e e s i n g i s u n a b l e t o g i v e a s a t i s f a c t o r y a c c o u n t . 

K e e s i n g p o s i t s a d i f f u s i o n o f C a r g o i s r n t h r o u g h t h e s o u t h 

P a c i f i c " p l a n t a t i o n c u l t u r e " a s t h e e x p l a n a t i o n . But 

t h e d i f f u s i o n i s t e x p l i c a n s c a n n o t a c c o u n t f o r why C a r g o i s r n 

o f a l l o t h e r s u p p o s a l s and s t o r i e s o c c u r i n t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e , why t h e w o r l d l y M a l a i t a n s s h o u l d have g i v e n any 

c r e d e n c e a t a l l t o t h e myth-dreams p r o m u l g a t e d by p e o p l e s 

even f u r t h e r a t t h e p e r i p h e r y than t h e y , or why he v i e w s 

C a r g o i s r n a s " u n i m p o r t a n t and p e r i p h e r a l " t o t h e main t h r u s t 

o f t h e movement and why A l l a n and o t h e r s m a i n t a i n e d t h a t 

i t was o f c e n t r a l i m p o r t a n c e . The h y p o t h e s i s t h a t I a d v a n c e 

f o u n d e d on t h e d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e , i s t h a t t h i s new 

s o u r c e was t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s own c o n t e m p o r a r y a n a l y s i s 

w h i c h f o u n d i t s way i n t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e dramas a f t e r 

J u l y 1947. 

T h i s i s p e r h a p s a d r a m a t i c a s s e r t i o n , b ut i t can 

be a t l e a s t p r o v i s i o n a l l y s u s t a i n e d by t h e d o c u m e n t a r y 

e v i d e n c e w h i c h I have e x a m i n e d . T h e r e i s a c u r i o u s a b s e n c e 

o f any i n d i g e n o u s d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e f r o m 1909 t h r o u g h 

1946 t h a t C a r g o i s r n was p r e s e n t i n t h e t h o u g h t s o f M a l a i t a n s 

A t any e x t e n t , t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s new t h e o r y c o u l d not e x p l a i i 

why t h e e v e n t u a l outcome o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was a new 

p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n on M a l a i t a — t h e M a l a i t a C o u n c i l 
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— whose s t r u c t u r e was a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y i n a c c o r d , a s 

I have shown i n C h a p t e r 3, w i t h t h e e a r l i e s t a m b i t i o n s 

o-f t h e n a t i v e M e l a n e s i a n s . 

T h e mass h y s t e r i a e x p l i c a n s p r o v i d e d a c o n v e n i e n t 

s t r u c t u r e w i t h w h i c h t h e E u r o p e a n s t h o u g h t t h e m s e l v e s 

f a m i l i a r enough t o c a r r y o u t a c o u r s e o f a c t i o n : s u p p r e s s i o n 

of t h e l e a d e r s , d i v i s i o n o f t h e f o l l o w e r s , and t h e d i s m i s s i n g 

o f t h e ' r h e t o r i c ' o f t h e movement on t h e b a s i s o f t h e 

s u p p o s e d i r r a t i o n a l i t y o f i t s o r i g i n s . T h e o v e r t l y p o l i t i c a l 

n a t u r e o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was s u b l i m a t e d by t h e s e a c t i o n s . 

F o r t h e BSIP a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , what had been c a u s e d by "a 

l o s s o f f a i t h i n us" became c a u s e d by an e n v y f o r t h e 

w h i t e man's w e a l t h , power and p o s i t i o n ( A l l a n 1950). In 

t h e a t m o s p h e r e o f m i l l e n a r i a n d e b a t e and r i t u a l e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s a p p a r e n t c o n c e r n f o r ' C a r g o ' was not 

u n n o t i c e d . My h y p o t h e s i s i s f a l s i f i a b l e i f and o n l y i f 

p o s i t i v e e v i d e n c e can be f o u n d w h i c h d e m o n s t r a t e s t h a t 

C a r g o i s t d o c t r i n e s were p r e s e n t b e f o r e S p r i n g 1947; c o n s e q u e n t l 

i t i s ' p r o v i s i o n a l ' t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t my a c c e s s t o d o c u m e n t a r y 

s o u r c e s i s o b v i o u s l y not c o m p l e t e . 

L e t us now t r a c e t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f t h i s new a n a l y s i s 

i n t h e s t a t i s t d i s c o u r s e o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d . 

The u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was an i r r a t i o n a l 

c u l t i c o u t b r e a k d epended on a metaphor o f p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
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d i s i n t e g r a t i o n . T h i s was most a p p a r e n t i n t h e c l a s s i c 

a n a l y s i s o-f t h e V a i l a l a Madness by t h e government a n t h r o p o l o g i s t 

•for New G u i n e a , F.E. W i l l i a m s ( 1 9 2 3 ) . The mass h y s t e r i a 

t h e o r y and i t s a p p l i c a t i o n t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o-f a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 

demanded a s t r a t e g y o f s e m i o s i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n t h a t was 

g o v e r n e d by a s e a r c h -for r e l e v a n t symptoms, s u c h a s i r r a t i o n a l 

b e h a v i o r , - f a n t a s t i c r u m o r s , m y s t i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s o r b i z a r r e 

r i t u a l s , and most o-f a l l , t h e ' C a r g o ' . The term ' s o c i a l 

d i a g n o s t i c s ' r e f e r s t o t h i s i n t e r a c t i o n between t h e p a r t i e s 

a s t h e y b o t h t r i e d t o make s e n s e o-f and d i r e c t t h e c o u r s e 

o-f t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e . 

In t h e R e p o r t on P o l i t i c a l D e v e l o p m e n t s i n t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e 

<March 1947, PRO 5 3 7 / 2 4 4 9 ) , R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r Noel 

r e c o u n t s h i s s e p a r a t e m e e t i n g s w i t h t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e 

"Managing Committee" and w i t h 23 D i s t r i c t Headmen a t A u k i . 

"The g e n e r a l i m p r e s s i o n w h i c h I g a i n e d -from t h i s m e e t i n g 

was t h a t members were u n w i l l i n g t o l i s t e n t o r e a s o n , m e r e l y 

s e e k i n g o p p o r t u n i t y -for i n t e r v i e w i n g me i n o r d e r t o make 

c l e a r t h e i r i n t e n t i o n s . . . . " He s a y s - f u r t h e r t h a t " t h e y 

have p r e a c h e d t h e i r p r o p a g a n d a i n s u c h a manner t h a t i n 

a c c e p t i n g M a r c h i n g R u l e , t h e c o n v e r t s have a l m o s t a d o p t e d 

a new r e l i g i o n . " A t t h i s t i m e , C a d e t O f f i c e r C o l i n A l l a n 

was s t a t i o n e d i n t h e w e s t e r n i s l a n d s o f t h e g r o u p . He 

r e p o r t e d t h e s p r e a d t h e r e o f t h e wage demand o f £ 1 2 per 
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month. Noe l c o n t i n u e s , "Mr. A l l a n p o i n t s o u t , however, 

t h a t t h e r e a r e c e r t a i n e v e n t s o c c u r r i n g on B o u g a i n v i l l e , 

t h e news o-f w h i c h i s bound t o t r a v e l , and i s a l s o l i k e l y 

t o i n - f l u e n c e t h e c o u r s e o-f e v e n t s h e r e . " The B o u g a i n v i l l e 

e v e n t s s u r r o u n d e d t h e l i b e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n o-f war damage 

c o m p e n s a t i o n . N a t i v e s r e c e i v e d 19/- p e r c o c o n u t damaged. 

Q u o t i n g A l l a n , N o e l s t a t e s , 

" A l r e a d y q u e s t i o n s about c o m p e n s a t i o n a r e b e i n g a s k e d 
i n V e l 1 a L a v e l l a , and w i t h t h e i n c r e a s i n g p a s s a g e 
o-f m i s s i o n v e s s e l s between t h i s P r o t e c t o r a t e and 
Papua, New G u i n e a , i t w i l l n o t be l o n g be-fore t h e 
g l a d t i d i n g s w i l l be s p r e a d i n g e a s t t h r o u g h t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e , 
b r i n g i n g w i t h i t p r o m i s e o-f w e a l t h s u c h a s was n e v e r 
i m a g i n e d , even when t h e d o l l a r was a t t h e peak o f 
i t s p o p u l a r i t y . " 

Now, an e x p e c t a t i o n o-f war damage c o m p e n s a t i o n i s a l t o g e t h e r 

a b s e n t i n t h e i n d i g e n o u s M a r c h i n g R u l e d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e , 

nor w o u l d one e x p e c t i t t o a f f e c t Mal a i t a n s , whose i s l a n d 

had not s u f f e r e d t h e e f f e c t s o f b a t t l e and where p e a s a n t 

c o c o n u t c u l t i v a t i o n was not p r a c t i c e d t o any c o m m e r c i a l 

e x t e n t . I t must a l s o be o b s e r v e d how d i f f e r e n t c l a s s i c 

c a r g o i s m and t h e e v e n t s on B o u g a i n v i l l e were f r o m one 

a n o t h e r . I t i s s a f e t o s a y , i n c o n s e q u e n c e , t h a t t h e 
o 

o n l y movement o f t h e s e i d e a s e a s t , j u d g i n g by t h e d o c u m e n t a r y 

e v i d e n c e , was w i t h C o l i n A l l a n a s he r e t u r n e d t o a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 

h e a d q u a r t e r s a t H o n i a r a . 

M e a n w h i l e , M a l a i t a D.C. D a v i e s was a l s o r e p o r t i n g 

c u r i o u s e v e n t s t o t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r . M a l a i t a 



was r i f e w i t h r u m o r s o-f A m e r i c a n s t o come. An SSEM man 

e n v i s i o n e d t h a t t h e end o-f t h e w o r l d w o u l d o c c u r A p r i l 

6 t h . T h e r e was c o n s i d e r a b l e k i l l i n g o-f p i g s and p u l l i n g 

o-f g a r d e n s t o p r e p a r e a b i g -feast w h i c h , however, had 

been p l a n n e d "-for a l o n g t i m e " ( L a r a c y 1983:159-51). 

H a r d news was s o r a r e t h a t a d m i n i s t r a t o r s s e i z e d upon 

e v e r y w i l d rumor a s s y m p t o m a t i c o-f g r e a t e r and more w i d e s p r e a d 

d e v e l o p m e n t s . But s t i l l t h e n o t i o n o-f w i d e s p r e a d c a r g o i s m 

was d i - f - f i c u l t t o s u s t a i n . 

A t an A d v i s o r y Committee m e e t i n g i n l a t e 1947, Noel 

r e p o r t e d on t h e A u g u s t a r r e s t s and s u b s e q u e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s 

i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , e m p h a s i z i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l a s p e c t s 

o-f t h e movement's t a k e o v e r by e x t r e m i s t s . 

One w o u l d ask who a r e t h e s e e x t r e m i s t l e a d e r s ? T h e y 
i n c l u d e men who have a s t o u n d e d o - f - f i c i a l s and m i s s i o n a r i e s 
— who have known them -for v e r y many y e a r s — by 
t h e i r r e c e n t e x t r a o r d i n a r y c o n d u c t . Some o-f them 
a r e , I u n d e r s t o o d , t h e l a s t p e o p l e one w o u l d have 
s u s p e c t e d o-f a d e t e r m i n a t i o n t o - f l o u t t h e law. 

Noel a t t h a t t i m e makes no m e n t i o n o-f e i t h e r mass h y s t e r i a 

o r C a r g o i s m ( M i n u t e s o f t h e A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l . 1947. PRO 

856/6) . 

A t a l a t e r A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l m e e t i n g a f t e r t h e t r i a l 

and s e n t e n c i n g o f t h e Head C h i e f s , N o e l r e p o r t e d t h a t 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e " c o n t i n u e s t o s t r i v e t o wreck e f f o r t s 

t o w a r d s t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e ... p a s s i v e 

r e s i s t a n c e i s t h e l a t e s t method o f o p p o s i t i o n a s a p p r o v e d 
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by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s . " F o r t h e - f i r s t t i m e c l a s s i c 

C a r g o i s r n e n t e r s t h e o - f - f i c i a l e x p l a n a t i o n : " t h e y a r e buoyed 

up by f a i r y t a l e s o f f r e e c a r g o coming t o t h o s e who go 

t o where M a r c h i n g R u l e a d v i s e s them t o l i v e ..." ( M i n u t e s  

o f t h e A d v i s o r y C o u n c i l . 1948, CO 8 5 6 / 6 ) . The c h r o n o l o g y 

o f g o v e r n m e n t ' s a n a l y s i s i s a l s o r e f l e c t e d i n news m e d i a 

r e p o r t s . U n t i l p r i n t i n g N o e l ' s r e m a r k s above i n March 

1949, t h e P a c i f i c I s l a n d M o n t h l y had r e p o r t e d no mass 

h y s t e r i a or C a r g o i s r n . The movement was c o n s i s t e n t l y p o r t r a y e d 

a s p o l i t i c a l and o p p o s e d t o B r i t i s h i m p e r i a l i s m , sometimes 

l i n k e d t o t h e " a c t i v i t i e s o f Communist a g e n t s . " 

By 1950 t h e c a r g o c u l t e x p l i c a n s had been f u l l y f o r m u l a t e d . 

T h e s o p h i s t i c a t e d d e t a i l s o f t h e c o n s t i t u t i o n a l c r i s i s 

w ere submerged and t h e c o m p l e x i t y o f t h e s i t u a t i o n f l a t t e n e d . 

T he P r o t e c t o r a t e A n n u a l R e p o r t f o r 1949 and 1950 s t a t e d 

t h a t M a r c h i n g R u l e " f r o m t h e o u t s e t " c o u p l e d i t s c o o p e r a t i v e 

d e v e l o p m e n t a l i d e a s w i t h "a p o l i c y o f f o s t e r i n g rumours 

of a p a r a d i s e t o come ...." 
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The most p e r s i s t e n t l y b e l i e v e d myth was t h a t on a 
g i v e n day l a r g e s h i p s w o u l d a r r i v e l a d e n w i t h m a t e r i a l 
g o o d s , w h i c h w o u l d be d e l i v e r e d t o t h e p e o p l e as 
•free g i - f t s by a n o t h e r w o r l d power, a s a r e w a r d -for 
b e i n g a d h e r e n t s o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e ( C o l o n i a l R e p o r t s . 
BSIP. 1949-1958 p. 3 7 ) . 

O l d hands i n t h e Solomons took up t h e c a u s e . In a 1947 

l e t t e r , e x t r a c t s f r o m w h i c h were p r i n t e d by t h e PIM i n 

J u n e 1950, S a n t a Ana p l a n t a t i o n owner Henry Kuper r e c a l l e d , 

"The movement became v e r y a n t i - G o v e r n r n e n t and assumed 
l a r g e d i m e n s i o n s , and t h e c h a r a c t e r o-f a t r u e C a r g o 
C u l t . Mass h y s t e r i a s e t i n . T h i n g s l i k e t h a t , w i t h 
a p r i m i t i v e M e l a n e s i a n , become d a n g e r o u s , and m i g h t 
have l e d t o b l o o d s h e d . I t was a g r e a t r e l ie-f t o 
a l l o f u s , o u t i n t h e o u t l y i n g d i s t r i c t s , when H i s 
Honour, t h e R e s i d e n t C o m m i s s i o n e r , o r d e r e d t h e a r r e s t 
o f a l l r i n g - l e a d e r s . " 

The B i s h o p o f M e l a n e s i a , Rev. Caul t o n , was more g u a r d e d 

a b o u t t h e t h e o r y . He s t a t e s , " i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e 

a g i t a t i o n i n t h e Solomons i s l i n k e d up w i t h s i m i l a r and 

more s e r i o u s d i s o r d e r s i n o t h e r p a r t s o f t h e P a c i f i c and 

t h e F a r E a s t . T h a t i s n o t e a s y t o p r o v e , but M a r c h i n g 

r u l e i s c e r t a i n l y s y m p t o m a t i c o f t h e w o r l d - w i d e u n r e s t 

of t h e p r e s e n t day" (PIM A u g u s t 1950:77-79). 

The c h a n n e l o f t r a n s m i s s i o n o f C a r g o i s r n f r o m a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

t o t h e i n d i g e n e s was t h r o u g h c o n t e m p o r a r y government i n f o r m a n t s 

who were c l o s e l y q u e s t i o n e d a b o u t what t h e y knew o f t h e 

movement. T h e s e men who came f o r w a r d t o c o l l a b o r a t e w i t h 

government were c r e d i t e d w i t h more knowledge than p e r h a p s 



t h e y i n -fact had, w h i c h was a-fter a l l , a l o n g - s t a n d i n g 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o b l e m w i t h r e s p e c t t o w o r k i n g w i t h n a t i v e 

l e a d e r s h i p . But t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s h i p may a l s o 

have a c t i v e l y -fed d i s i n f o r m a t i o n t o t h e government, w h i c h 

was a l s o a l o n g - s t a n d i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i v e p r o b l e m . The 

p r e s e n c e o-f a new -framework o-f m i l l e n a r i a n r h e t o r i c i s 

s t r i k i n g l y a t t e s t e d t o by. Marquand's e x t r a o r d i n a r y s t a t e m e n t 

t h a t " t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s 'came t o an ag r e e m e n t ' 

w i t h t h e a n c e s t o r d e v i l s , t h a t l i e s t o l d , even on h e a t h e n 

o a t h , -for t h e b e n e f i t o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , w o u l d be f o r g i v e n " 

<1949/50:43). 

A s government p r e p a r e d i t s c a s e a g a i n s t t h e Head 

C h i e f s , t h e c a r g o c u l t e x p l i c a n s was i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d 

a s p r o s e c u t i o n b a s e d i t s c a s e on a l l e g e d e x t o r t i o n and 

t e r r o r i s m . None o f t h e p r o s e c u t i o n ' s c a s e e v i d e n c e p u b l i s h e d 

by L a r a c y m e n t i o n s C a r g o i s m . T h e o n l y s u c h e v i d e n c e was 

a s t a t e m e n t made a month a f t e r t h e t r i a l , and added t o 

t h e c o u r t r e c o r d s , by one Thomas L e o , an A n g l i c a n c a t e c h i s t . 

H i s r e m a r k s a r e n o t e w o r t h y b e c a u s e o f t h e e x t r a v a o a n c e 

o f t h e C a r g o i s m t o w h i c h t h e y a t t e s t . He s t a t e s t h a t 

some a s s o c i a t e s t o l d him t h a t " N o r i and Nono'ohimae's 

b i o p o i n t was t h e ' C a r g o ' t h a t w o u l d come. The money 

w h i c h had been c o l l e c t e d was t o be u s e d t o g i v e t o t h e 

A m e r i c a n s , s o t h a t t h e A m e r i c a n s w o u l d b r i n o a oood b i o 



carcto f o r them" ( e m p h a s i s s u p p l i e d , L a r a c y 1983:127). 

T h e r e i s ample e v i d e n c e t h a t t h e i s l a n d e r s i n v i t e d 

t h e A m e r i c a n s t o r u l e o v e r them, and t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e 

A m e r i c a n s w o u l d r e t u r n t o t h e i s l a n d s was i n d e e d w i d e s p r e a d , 

a l t h o u g h h a r d l y m i l l e n i a l i n i t s e l f . And t o term t h e 

i n f r a s t r u c t u r e s and e l e m e n t s o f t h e complex economy w h i c h 

w o u l d accompany them a s i n 1942, as e l e m e n t s o f C a r g o i s r n 

i s t o c o n f l a t e ' c a r g o ' w i t h ' C a r g o ' as Kenelm B u r r i d g e 

p u t s i t , and i t i s ' C a r g o ' w h i c h i s b e i n g c l a i m e d a s t h e 

u n d e r l y i n g g o a l o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a t t h i s t i m e . S i m i l a r 

comments c o u l d be made about mass h y s t e r i a , f a n t a s y and 

p s y c h o l o g i c a l d i s i n t e g r a t i o n , w h i c h under t h e c o l o n i a l s ' 

s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s c o u l d be e a s i l y c o n f u s e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l 

p a s s i on. 

I must a l s o show t h a t t h e e v i d e n c e t h a t K e e s i n g and 

A l l a n have p u b l i s h e d t o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e e x i s t e n c e o f p r e - M a r c h i n g 

R u l e c a r g o i s r n among M a l a i t a n s i s i n s u f f i c i e n t t o m a i n t a i n 

t h e c l a i m t h a t M a r c h i n g R u l e was an e x t e n s i o n and i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n 

o f pre-war c u l t i s m , o r , a s L a r a c y s t a t e s , " t h a t ' c a r g o ' 

e x p e c t a t i o n s were p r e s e n t i n t h e movement f r o m i t s i n c e p t i o n " 

( 1 9 8 3 : 3 3 ) . A key p i e c e o f t e s t i m o n i a l e v i d e n c e on t h e 

e x i s t e n c e o f p r e - M a r c h i n g R u l e C a r g o i s r n , p u b l i s h e d by 

K e e s i n g , i s a 1939 Kwaio c u l t s u r r o u n d i n g an f e m a l e a n c e s t r a l 

g h o s t , w h i c h p r e d i c t e d t h e c o m i n g o f A m e r i c a n s and t h e 
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d e s t r u c t i o n o-f T u l a g i , but i t i s e n i g m a t i c on t h e i s s u e 

o-f C a r g o . The 1939 c u l t b u i l t m e e t i n g v i l l a g e s w i t h p a l i s a d e s 

and - f l a g p o l e s -for t h e f l a g s t h a t t h e A m e r i c a n s w o u l d b r i n g . 

In t h e t r a n s c r i p t o f t h e i n t e r v i e w , r e c o r d e d i n 1978, 

K e e s i n g p r o b e s t w i c e w hether t h e A m e r i c a n s were e x p e c t e d 

t o b r i n g a n y t h i n g w i t h them e x c e p t a f l a g , t o w h i c h t h e 

i n f o r m a n t s t a t e s "we were t o l d [ b y t h e a n c e s s t r e s s , c a l l e d 

a bu1u3 t h a t ' t h e y ' l l g i v e you money and a l l s o r t s o f 

good t h i n g s . ' 5 ° In l i g h t o f t h e p r e d o m i n a n t p o l i t i c a l 

e m p h a s i s o f most o f t h e t r a n s c r i p t , t h e one p e r h a p s r e l u c t a n t 

r e f e r e n c e t o C a r g o i s r a t h e r p a l e e v i d e n c e i n d e e d f o r 

i n d i g e n o u s Mal a i t a n C a r g o s i r n , and a t any r a t e , i s not 

documented p r i o r t o J u l y 1947. 

K e e s i n g ' s i n f o r m a n t ' s r e m a r k s a r e s i m i l a r , w i t h 

r e s p e c t t o t h e f e m a l e a n c e s t r a l s p i r i t s p e a k i n g w i t h t h e 

v o i c e s o f men, t o a n o t h e r a c c o u n t o f a bu1u c u l t p u b l i s h e d 

by A l l a n , w h i c h a l s o a l l e g e s t h e e x i s t e n c e o f p r e - M a r c h i n g 

R u l e C a r g o i s m . However d e s p i t e t h e i r s h o r t c o m i n g s i n d i v i d u a l l y , 

t h e two a c c o u n t s do not even c o r r o b o r a t e each o t h e r . 

What s e a l e d t h e r e a l i t y o f a C a r g o myth l y i n g a t 

t h e h e a r t o f t h e movement f o r C o l i n A l l a n was a c o n v e r s a t i o n 

51 Roger M. K e e s i n g <1980). " A n t e c e d e n t s o f M a a s i n a 
R u l e : some f u r t h e r n o t e s . " J o u r n a l o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y 
1 5 ( 2 ) : 1 0 2 - 1 0 7 ; p. 107. 



h e l d w i t h D a v i d Dausabea, Government Headman o-f Kwara'ae, 

and s t o u t M a r c h i n g R u l e o p p o n e n t . Dausobea was a " c l o s e 

a d v i s e r -for t h e government" between 1958 and 1952, and 

w o u l d d i s t i n g u i s h himsel-f i n h e l p i n g t o b r i n g t h e F e d e r a l 

C o u n c i l and t h e government t o agreement i n 1953. A l l a n 

s t a t e s t h a t " i n t h e c o u r s e o-f e n d l e s s t a l k s , d i s c u s s i o n s 

and c o n f e r e n c e s w i t h Dausobea, i t one day emerged f o r 

him [ s i c 3 and i n d e e d f o r Kwara'ae, t h e r e was n o t h i n g new 

i n t h e e s s e n t i a l c h a r a c t e r o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a t g r a s s 

r o o t s . I t had a l l happened b e f o r e . " Then Dausabea p r o d u c e d 

two s t o r i e s a b o u t bu1u c u l t s , w h i c h a s p u b l i s h e d a r e "word 

f o r word as Dausabea t o l d i t . T h e i d i o m i s h i s . No one 

e l s e was p r e s e n t when t h e t a l e s were t o l d ...." 

The s t o r i e s a r e r e p r o d u c e d i n an a p p e n d i x t o t h e 

t h e s i s . An e v e n t o c c u r e d sometime i n t h e 1880's. T h e r e 

was a woman who s a n g a l l t h e t i m e , who f o r t o l d t h a t t h e 

dead w o u l d r e t u r n . I f anyone w i s h e d t o s e e t h e i r l o v e d 

o n e s t h e y were t o b u i l d f o u r c l e a r r o a d s f r o m each d i r e c t i o n 

t o h e r hut and b r i n g t a r o s f o r t h e a n c e s t o r s t o e a t . 

The p e o p l e o b e y e d h e r but t h e a n c e s t o r s a l w a y s p o s t p o n e d 

t h e i r c o m i n g . Then t h e r e was a g r e a t s i c k n e s s and a l l 

t h e p e o p l e o f t h e a r e a d i e d o u t . Then an e v e n t o c c u r e d 

a r o u n d 1917 when a bu1u s p i r i t began m a k i n g r e v e l a t i o n s 

t o a man who c a l l e d h i m s e l f B u l u n o a s a . The bu1u e n a b l e d 
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s o r c e r y d i a g n o s i s and B u l u n o a s a ' s - f o l l o w e r s soon w o r s h i p e d 

i t a s a s o u r c e o-f power. T h e bu 1 u e v e n t u a l l y p r o m i s e d 

52) 
" p l e n t y o-f d i - f - f e r e n t moneys, r i - f l e s , c a r t r i d g e s , e t c . " 

The b u1 u c u l t i s t s were i n s t r u c t e d t o b u i l d c a n o e s and 

a l o n g , s t o n e whar-f w h i c h s t i l l s t a n d s t o d a y a t Naonausa, 

f o r t h e u s e o-f t h e d e a d . L i ch t e n b e r k , whose u n p u b l i s h e d 

p a p e r on e a r l y Kwara'ae C h r i s t i a n i t y d i s c u s s e s t h e b u1 u 

c u l t s a t l e n g t h , s t a t e s t h a t t h e bu 1 u was a s o u r c e o-f 

power -for e c o n o m i c p u r s u i t s s u c h a s - f i s h i n g and n e g o t i a t i n g 

t h e p r i c e s o-f -foods p u r c h a s e d -for f e a s t s , but w h e t h e r 

t h e a n c e s t o r s "were e x p e c t e d t o u n l o a d g i f t s f o r t h e l i v i n g 

a t t h e w h a r f i s u n c l e a r " < L i c h t e n b e r k , i b i d . : 2 4 ) . E v e n t u a l l y 

t h e p e o p l e grew d i s i l l u s i o n e d . T h e y became s i c k and began 

t o d i e . T h e s u r v i v o r s j o i n e d t h e A n g l i c a n C h u r c h . 

Now, t h e s e b u1 u s t o r i e s a r e s o p r o t o t y p i c a l 1 y New 

G u i n e a n i n t h e i r g e n e r a l a p p e a r a n c e t h a t t h e i r p r e s e n c e 

i n t h e M a l a i t a n i n t e r i o r d u r i n g c u l t i c o u t b r e a k s d u r i n g 

t h e 1880s, 1920s and 1930s w o u l d i n d e e d be a s t r i k i n g 

c o m p a r a t i v e datum i f t h e i r C a r g o i s t n a t u r e c o u l d be c o r r o b o r a t e d 

by o t h e r e v i d e n c e . A l t h o u g h t h e r e t u r n o f t h e a n c e s t o r s 

i s a key e l e m e n t o f C a r g o i s m , t h e s e s t o r i e s do not e s t a b l i s h 

52 C o l i n A l l a n <1974). "XI Some M a r c h i n g R u l e S t o r i e s . 
J o u r n a l o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y 9 ( 2 ) : 1 8 2 - 4 . 
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w i t h o u t doubt t h a t t h e c u l t i s t s b e l i e v e d C a r g o w o u l d come 

upon t h e i r e n a c t m e n t o-f new r i t u a l . The bu 1 u c u l t s a r e 

most p r o p e r l y d e s c r i b e d a s new s y n c r e t i c C h r i s t i a n ' s c h o o l s ' , 

and w i l l be d i s c u s s e d i n d e t a i l i n C h a p t e r 9. But h e r e 

i t must be n o t e d t h a t N o r t h c o t e Deck, who e x p e r i e n c e d 

f i r s t hand bu1u c u l t i s m i n t h e 1920s makes no m e n t i o n 

w h a t e v e r o f any C a r g o i s t e l e m e n t i n e i t h e r t h e i r d o c t r i n e 

or r i t u a l . 

One o t h e r f e a t u r e o f D a u s a b e a ' s bu1u s t o r i e s c a n n o t 

e s c a p e o u r i n s p e c t i o n , and t h a t i s t h e i r d i s c u r s i v e ' f u l l n e s s . ' 

A f t e r a l l , i t was t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a C a r g o i s t r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n 

o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e w h i c h was t h e e x e g e s i s t o w a r d w h i c h 

A l l a n , i f n o t Government's d i s c o u r s e i n g e n e r a l , was s t r i v i n g . 

Nor i s i t e a s y t o s e e j u s t what i n t h e s e s t o r i e s p e r m i t s 

t h e c o n c l u s i o n t h a t " I t had a l l happened b e f o r e , " w i t h o u t 

h a v i n g a t h e o r y o f C a r g o i s r n a l r e a d y i n mind w i t h r e s p e c t 

t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . I t must be made e m p h a t i c a l l y c l e a r 

t h a t I do n o t c o n c l u d e t h a t A l l a n c o n s c i o u s l y g u i d e d h i s 

i n f o r m a n t ' s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e b u l u . A l l a n and D ausabea 

were b o t h w o r k i n g t o w a r d t h e same p r o b l e m a s a c o m m u n i c a t i v e 

d y a d . The s i t u a t i o n i s w e l l - k n o w n i n s e m i o t i c s t u d i e s 

a s t h e ' C l e v e r Hans' phenomenon, and f a l l a c i e s o f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f t e n r e s u l t f r o m s e e k i n g i n t h e d e s t i n a t i o n o f a message 

(Dausabea) what s h o u l d be l o o k e d f o r i n t h e s o u r c e ( A l l a n ) . 
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The n a t u r e o-f t h i s s i t u a t i o n i n w h i c h a s o c i a l i n - f e r i o r 

r e p e a t s t h e u n c o n s c i o u s l y t r a n s m i t t e d r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s 

o-f a s o c i a l s u p e r i o r back t o t h a t s u p e r i o r , h e n c e m u t u a l l y 

v a l i d a t i n g t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b a s i s o-f t h e i n t e r l o c u t o r s ' 
5 

d i s c o u r s e i s an a l m o s t u n t o u c h e d p r o b l e m i n s o c i a l a n t h r o p o l o g y . 

T h r e e a d d i t i o n a l p o i n t s on t h i s t o p i c must be made. 

C y r i l B e l s h a w , who a s a D i s t r i c t O-f-ficer was an o b s e r v e r 

o-f d e v e l o p i n g e v e n t s on Nggel a and Ulawa, r e p o r t e d - f i r s t 

on t h e movement i n J u n e , 1 9 4 7 , 5 4 > i n w h i c h he made r e a s o n e d 

and s y m p a t h e t i c j u d g e m e n t s about b o t h t h e C h a i r and R u l e , 

a s q u o t e d above i n C h a p t e r 2, and a b o u t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . 

A t t h i s t i m e t h e movement a p p e a r e d t o B e l s h a w a s b a s i c a l l y 

e c o n o m i c . P o l i t i c a l l y , i t s o u g h t a c o n c e n t r a t i o n o-f power 

i n l e a d e r s h i p who were m o s t l y " e i t h e r -former e m p l o y e e s 

o-f t h e government o r r e l i g i o u s l e a d e r s " < 1947: 191) . He 

a l s o makes r e f e r e n c e t o h i s p e r s o n a l e x p e r i e n c e s w i t h 

" t h e most - f a n t a s t i c rumours" and "envy and h a t r e d -for 

t h e w h i t e man," b u t makes no m e n t i o n o-f C a r g o i s r n among 

53 T h i s i s n o t t h e c h e s t n u t o-f an i n f o r m a n t m i s l e a d i n g 
t h e a n t h r o p o l o g i s t , but i s c l o s e r t o t h e phenomenon 
d i s c u s s e d by B a t e s o n (1958) i n terms o f l e a r n i n g 
t h e o r y . 

54 " N a t i v e P o l i t i c s i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . " P a c i f i c  
A f f a i r s 28<2): 187-193. 
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t h e n a t i v e s . W h i l e t h e movement " a p p e a r s t o be h i g h l y 

e m o t i o n a l , i t r e s t s on a - f o u n d a t i o n o-f s o u n d r e a s o n i n g 

and most welcome a m b i t i o n s f o r a h i g h e r economic and p o l i t i c a l 

s t a t u s " <1947:192). G l y n n C o c h r a n e (1971) who a n a l y z e s 

M a r c h i n g R u l e C a r g o i s m on t h e New G u i n e a m o d e l , and who 

u s e s myth d a t a w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e Elema p e o p l e s t h e r e , 

makes no m e n t i o n o f p r e - M a r c h i n g R u l e C a r g o i s m on M a l a i t a . 

Such a c o n c l u s i o n , i f i t r e s t e d on a n y t h i n g more s u b s t a n t i v e 

than t h e c o n t e m p o r a r y a c t i o n - o r i e n t e d a n a l y s i s and t h e 

t e s t i m o n y f u r n i s h e d l a t e r by K e e s i n g and A l l a n d i s c u s s e d 

a bove, w o u l d s u r e l y have been i n c l u d e d i n h i s argument. 

And t h i r d , even i f t h e bu1u c u l t s d i d have e l e m e n t s o f 

C a r g o i s m , t h e r e i s no i n d i g e n o u s d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e 

w h i c h l i n k s them d i r e c t l y t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . None 

o f t h e o t h e r p u b l i s h e d i n d i g e n o u s documents c o n t a i n s any 

r e f e r e n c e t o a n y t h i n g l i k e a bu1u. 

In c o n c l u s i o n , I have shown how g o v e r n m e n t ' s a n a l y s i s 

e v o l v e d t h r o u g h t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d i n r e s p o n s e not 

o n l y t o t h e e v e n t s i n i t i a t e d by t h e i n d i g e n e s , but o u t 

o f b u r e a u c r a t i c i n c e n t i v e s o f i t s own, and how t h i s a n a l y s i s 

h e l p e d i n f l u e n c e how t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was p e r c e i v e d by 

even t h e n a t i v e M e l a n e s i a n s . My h y p o t h e s i s t h a t Government 

was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e C a r g o i s m o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e 

i s p r o v i s i o n a l l y s u s t a i n e d by t h e d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e 
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t o w h i c h I have r e f e r r e d , and I have shown t h a t t h e e v i d e n c e 

p u b l i s h e d t o d a t e on p r e - M a r c h i n g R u l e c u l t i s m c a n n o t 

be a c c e p t e d a s c o n c l u s i v e s u p p o r t -for t h e n o t i o n t h a t 

C a r g o i s m was i n d i g e n o u s on M a l a i t a . C a r g o i s m i n M a r c h i n g 

R u l e was a p r o d u c t o-f u n c e r t a i n t y , a r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n o f 

e v e n t s w h i c h were p e r p l e x i n g n o t i n and o f t h e m s e l v e s , 

but w i t h r e s p e c t t o a p r o p e r c o u r s e o f government r e s p o n s e . 

In t h e f o l l o w i n g g e n e r a l c o n c l u s i o n t o t h i s f i r s t d i v i s i o n 

o f t h e t h e s i s , I w i l l summarize what t h e f i n d i n g s f r o m 

t h e s e f o u r c h a p t e r s s a y about t h e h i s t o r y o f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e , w h i c h , t h a n k s t o t h e new d o c u m e n t a r y e v i d e n c e , must 

be now s e e n a s v a s t l y more complex than t h a t w h i c h s u s t a i n e d 

t h e c o m p a r a t i v e t r e a t m e n t s o f W o r s l e y , J a r v i e , C o c h r a n e 

and W i l s o n , among o t h e r s . 



PART I . 

HISTORICAL APPROACH TO THE MARCHING RULE 

Summary and C o n c l u s i o n 

In t h e Solomon I s l a n d s o f t h e 1938s t h e r e were two moral 

c o m m u n i t i e s whose r e l a t i o n s h i p was t h a t o-f s u p e r o r d i n a t i o n 

and s u b o r d i n a t i o n , and t h e r e was no common l i n g u i s t i c 

i n s t i t u t i o n t o -form t h e b a s i s -for p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g . However 

t h e two c o m m u n i t i e s , n e c e s s a r i l y bound t o g e t h e r i n a common 

- f u t u r e , s t r o v e t o - f i n d some b a s i s o-f a c h i e v i n g a g r e a t e r 

harmony. I s l a n d e r s p e t i t i o n e d -for a v o i c e i n n a t i v e p o l i c y 

-for t e c h n i c a l e d u c a t i o n and i m p r o v e d i n d u s t r i a l c o n d i t i o n s , 

and a p p e a l e d t o t h e C h r i s t i a n i t y o-f t h e w h i t e p e o p l e -for 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g . T he a b s e n c e o-f an e - f - f e c t i v e i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

-format -for t h e s e t t l e m e n t o-f n a t i v e p o l i c y i s s u e s and 

o t h e r p r o b l e m s o-f c o l o n i a l d e v e l o p m e n t i s i l l u s t r a t e d 

by t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n ' s e f f o r t s under B i s h o p S t e w a r d 

i n t h e 1928s t o f i l l t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l gap. Once f o r c e d 

p a c i f i c a t i o n h ad been a c h i e v e d , government s t r o v e t o l e s s e n 

i t s r e l i a n c e on f o r c e by s t r e n g t h e n i n g i n d i g e n o u s l e a d e r s h i 

On t h e e v e o f t h e war, r e c o g n i z i n g t h e weakness o f t h e 



government headman s y s t e m and t h e i s l a n d e r s ' r e c e p t i v i t y 

t o t h e Rev. F a l l o w e s ' s f r e s h i d e a s , government s o u g h t 

t o implement i t s l o n g - s t a n d i n g a m b i t i o n s f o r i n d i r e c t 

r u l e by a t t e m p t i n g t o b u i l d a n a t i v e c o u r t s and c o u n c i l s 

i n s t i t u t i o n by w h i c h t h i s c o u l d be e f f e c t e d . 

G o vernment's a t t i t u d e t o w a r d t h e C h r i s t i a n m i s s i o n s 

a t t h i s t i m e was s u p p o r t i v e t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t C h r i s t i a n 

c o n v e r s i o n s u p p o r t e d a mode o f s o c i a l comportment t h a t 

was c o n d u c i v e t o i t s a i m s . T h e s e aims were t h r e e , t o 

s e c u r e p a c i f i c a t i o n , p r e s e r v e i n o f f e n s i v e e l e m e n t s o f 

c u l t u r e i n o r d e r t o stem d e p o p u l a t i o n , and e n c o u r a g e t h o s e 

v a l u e s w h i c h f u r t h e r e d b r i n g i n g M a l a i t a n s i n t o t h e r e q u i s i t e 

p r o d u c t i o n r e l a t i o n s o f i n d u s t r i a l a g r i c u l t u r e . Government' 

i n t e r e s t was i n t h e p r o p e r c o n d u c t o f 'Sunday C h r i s t i a n s , ' 

r a t h e r than i n t h e C h r i s t i a n i t y o f deep b e l i e f and d a i l y 

g u i d a n c e a s i t was d e v e l o p i n g among t h e i s l a n d e r s , and 

w h i c h i t s t r o n g l y d i s t r u s t e d . The p o p u l a r i t y o f C h r i s t i a n i t y 

among t h e i s l a n d e r s b r o u g h t t h e government i n t o p r e s t i g e 

c o m p e t i t i o n w i t h i n d i g e n o u s C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e t e a c h e r s . 

In i t s e f f o r t t o b u i l d a new s e c u l a r i n s t i t u t i o n , government 

a p p o i n t m e n t o f e l d e r s f r o m t h e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s s e t 

i n m o t i o n a d i v i s i o n among t h e C h r i s t i a n s , what I have 

termed a c r i s i s o f a u t h o r i t y , w h i c h had t o be r e s o l v e d . 
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War i n i t i a t e d a p e r i o d o-f l i m i n a l i t y i n t h e h i s t o r y 

o-f t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . War d e s t r o y e d o l d s o c i a l and 

economic r e l a t i o n s and c r e a t e d new o n e s . Some r e m a r k s 

o-f Max Weber a r e h e r e i n s t r u c t i v e : 

War t h e r e b y makes f o r an u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y d e v o t e d 
and s a c r i - f i c i a l community among t h e c o m b a t a n t s and 
r e l e a s e s an a c t i v e mass c o m p a s s i o n and l o v e -for t h o s e 
who a r e i n n e e d . And, a s a mass phenomenon, t h e s e 
• f e e l i n g s b r e a k down a l l t h e n a t u r a l l y g i v e n b a r r i e r s 
o f a s s o c i a t i o n ( 1 9 4 6 : 3 3 5 ) . 

In t h i s r e l a x a t i o n o-f s t r u c t u r a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s d u r i n g 

combat, and i n t h e i r warm r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n s , 

many o-f whom had e x p e r i e n c e d o r were t o e x p e r i e n c e h o s t i l i t i e s 

-for t h e f i r s t t i m e , n a t i v e M e l a n e s i a n s a c h i e v e d a c o n f i r m a t i o n , 

t h e e m p i r i c a l p r o o f r e q u i r e d o f a m i l l e n a r i a n c r e e d , o f 

t h e i r m o r al w o r t h i n e s s f o r s e l f - r u l e and f o r a s h a r e i n 

th e f u l l b e n e f i t s o f t h e complex economy. The M e l a n e s i a n s 

p a s s e d f r o m t h e l i m i n a l i t y o f war i n t o t h e p o s t - w a r e r a 

a s new men, but t h e B r i t i s h d i d n o t . 

The p r o b l e m s w h i c h c o n f r o n t e d t h e c o l o n i a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

a f t e r t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of i t s economy were u n p r e c e d e n t e d 

and a l m o s t i n s u r m o u n t a b l e . B r i t a i n ' s mood, h a v i n g n a r r o w l y 

e s c a p e d m i l i t a r y d e f e a t , c a l l e d f o r n o t h i n g f u r t h e r than 

a r e t u r n t o pre-war n o r m a l i t y . We may l i s t among t h e 

p r o b l e m s i n f l u e n c i n g g o v e r n m e n t ' s a n a l y s i s a t t h e t i m e 

t h e s t r o n g d e s i r e t o a c h i e v e h a r m o n i o u s r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
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t h e i s l a n d e r s , w h i c h w o u l d e n a b l e them t o s t i m u l a t e r e b u i l d i n g 

t h e c o p r a i n d u s t r y , i t s s o u r c e o f head tax r e v e n u e and 

i t s o n l y c h a n c e o f r e d u c i n g i t s enormous g r a n t s - i n - a i d 

r e q u e s t s ; i t s o f f i c i a l s ' g e n e r a l d e s i r e t o a p p e a r t o F i j i 

and London a s b e i n g i n c o n t r o l o f t h e s i t u a t i o n o r t o 

f u r n i s h an e x p l i c a n s as t o why t h e y were not i n c o n t r o l ; 

t h e c o n t i n u a l b u r e a u c r a t i c p r e s s u r e s f o r law and o r d e r 

and i n d i v i d u a l p r o m o t i o n and advancement; and f i n a l l y , 

t h e b a r e i m p e r i a l i s m o f m a i n t a i n i n g B r i t i s h p r e s e n c e i n 

t h e p r o d u c t i o n o f t r o p i c a l p r o d u c t s . " ' I have n o t ' W i n s t o n 

C h u r c h i l l t o l d t h e A m e r i c a n P r e s i d e n t F r a n k l i n D. R o o s e v e l t 

i n 1942, 'become t h e K i n g ' s F i r s t M i n i s t e r i n o r d e r t o 

p r e s i d e o v e r t h e l i q u i d a t i o n o f t h e B r i t i s h E m p i r e ' " < i n 

L a r a c y 1983: 1) . 

T h e p u r p o s e o f t h e new M a r c h i n g R u l e g o v e r n m e n t a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s f r o m t h e b e g i n n i n g was t o a d d r e s s g e n e r a l 

i s s u e s o f c u s t o m , i s s u e s w h i c h I showed i n C h a p t e r 2 a s 

b e i n g i d e n t i c a l between t h e C h r i s t i a n s and p a g a n s , t h a t 

i s , t h e management o f d i s p u t e s o v e r s e x , m a r r i a g e and 

k i n s h i p ; c l a r i f y i n g t h e b a s i s o f c i v i l a u t h o r i t y ; and 

p r o t e c t i o n o f p r o p e r t y r i g h t s . But t h e r e i s no q u e s t i o n 

a s t o t h e d i s a g r e e m e n t between pagans and C h r i s t i a n s on 

t h e l e t t e r o f t h e new c u s t o m s . F o r i n s t a n c e , t h e m a i n t e n a n c e 

o f s t r i c t m e n s t r u a l and c h i l d b i r t h t a b o o s was a b s o l u t e l y 
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n e c e s s a r y t o t h e p a g a n s ' c o n c e p t o-f t h e s a c r e d . The C h r i s t i a n 

c o m m u n i t i e s were marked by a g e n e r a l r e l a x a t i o n o-f s u c h 

t a b o o s . Pagan w o r s h i p o-f t h e a n c e s t o r " d e v i l s " was an 

a b o m i n a t i o n among t h e C h r i s t i a n s . 

A key i s s u e seems t o have been on what b a s i s t h e 

C h r i s t i a n s and p a g a n s m i g h t c o n - f e d e r a t e . We w o u l d be 

v a s t l y m i s t a k e n , I b e l i e v e , i-f we were t o s a y t h a t t h e 

C h r i s t i a n s and p a g a ns r e s o l v e d t h e i r d i - f - f e r e n c e s on s u b s t a n t i v e 

i s s u e s , s u c h a s a n c e s t r a l s h r i n e d e s e c r a t i o n , m e n s t r u a l 

s e c l u s i o n o r b r i d e - w e a l t h payments. I t w o u l d be e r r o n e o u s 

t o c l a i m t h a t p a g a ns and C h r i s t i a n s had a c t u a l l y j o i n e d 

i n t o m o r al community on any b a s i s o t h e r than b e i n g i s l a n d e r s 

a s o p p o s e d t o E u r o p e a n s . However, s u c h a community was 

h e l d o u t t o them by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e d o c t r i n e as an i d e a l  

p o s s i b i 1 i t v. A s s u c h , i t was r e s p o n s i b l e -for a g e n e r a l 

r e l a x a t i o n o-f t r a d i t i o n a l l y - f e l t t e n s i o n s and a s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

o-f new m o ral i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s d i s c u s s e d below i n P a r t I I I . 

i n t e r m s o-f " e t h n i c i t y . " T h r o u g h many o-f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e d o m i n i o n s , s u c h a s a t Ulawa among t h e C a t h o l i c s and 

Makwanu among t h e p a g a n s , l o c a l c u s t o m documents were 

drawn up and s e t i n w r i t i n g . T h e r e was no s e n s e t h a t 

t h e r e was — y e t — a u n i f i e d Custom. Th e c ustom movement 

may a t f i r s t g l a n c e be t h e f o r m a t i o n o f a l e g a l c o d e t o 

t h i s p u r p o s e , but one c a n n o t s i m p l y assume t h a t t h e i n d i g e n e s 



had in mind anything approximating the common law which 

underl ies the Engl ish t r a d i t i o n o-f jur isprudence . Let 

us examine three Marching Rule communities and see what 

their notions o-f 'Custom' e n t a i l e d , in order to h ighl ight 

the persistence o-f d i v i s i o n within the covering mi 1 1 enarian 

p o l i t i c a l un i ty , <a> the north Mal ai tans o-f Makwanu, <b> 

the Catho l i c s at Ulawa, and <c) the people of Oau at Mara 

Masi ke: 

a) the north Malaitan authors of 'Makwanu Custom' 

<Laracy 1983:137) ru led that: 

. . . An ancestral feast and dancing ceremony i s s t r i c t l 
tapu. No unauthorised ordinary man or woman i s 
allowed to eat at th i s ceremony, for that would 
be to d e f i l e i t . If they ignore th i s tapu, they 
have to give money or go to prison 

. . . Swearing at another person by using h i s ancestors' 
names i s forbidden. The resu l t of i t wi11 be 
the payment of compensation by the swearer . . . 

b) the authors of the Cathol ic Masinga "Teaching" 

of Ulawa, according to which par ish ioners incurred a f ine 

of one pound for "worshipping other gods", f i v e s h i l l i n g s 

for "making someone sacred or not taking cer ta in food 

after someone has died", and forbade taking money for 

a swear (.in. Laracy 1983: 144-5) . 
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c) The p e o p l e o f Oau who had an e n t i r e l y d i f f e r e n t 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o-f 'custom', who r e c o r d e d i n l e n g t h y 

O l d T e s t a m e n t - s t y l e g e n e a l o g i e s t h e a n c e s t o r who 

was r e s p o n s i b l e -for b r i n g i n g them an i t e m o-f new 

t e c h n o l o g y o r new i n s t i t u t i o n < L a r a c y 1983:53). 

T h u s t h e agreement t h a t c o n - f e d e r a t e d t h e C h r i s t i a n s and 

p a g a ns under t h e banner o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was not a 

-fundamental - f i r s t - l e v e l agreement on s u b s t a n t i v e i s s u e s , 

on t h e l e t t e r o-f 'Custom,' but a s e c o n d - l e v e l a g r e ement, 

o-f a g r e e i n g t o d i s a g r e e on s u c h i s s u e s . The M a r c h i n g 

R u l e a d d r e s s e d no i s s u e s o-f c u s t o m d i r e c t l y e x c e p t i n s o f a r 

a s c u s t o m ( s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e a r a h a t r a d i t i o n ) h e l p e d l e g i t i m a t e 

t h e s o l u t i o n t h e y a r r i v e d a t : t h e i n v e n t i o n o f a new i n s t i t u t i o n 

i n d e p e n d e n t o f t h e BSIP i n w h i c h s u c h d i f f e r e n c e s a s r e m a i n e d 

c o u l d be w o r k e d o u t by t h e i n d i g e n e s t h e m s e l v e s . The 

f u n c t i o n o f t h e a r a h a c o u n c i l s was l e s s t h a t o f a " g e s t a p o " 

a s A l l a n o n c e termed i t , than t h a t o f a l o c a l d e l i b e r a t i v e 

body. 

W i t h r e g a r d t o t h e movement's r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e 

g o v e r n m e n t , u s i n g t h e s o c i a l drama a p p r o a c h , we must e n q u i r e 

what n o r m - g o v e r n e d r e l a t i o n s h i p was b r e a c h e d t h a t i n i t i a t e d 

t h e s o c i a l dramas o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e ? Two s u c h b r e a c h e s 



may be n o t e d . T h e g o v e r n a n c e o-f t h e BSIP was b a s e d on 

a h i e r a r c h y o-f a u t h o r i t y i n w h i c h d e c i s i o n s -flowed downward 

t o t h e D i s t r i c t Headmen. T h i s r e l a t i o n s h i p t h e goverment 

a t t e m p t e d t o p r e s e r v e , though s p r e a d more w i d e l y , i n i t s 

a p p o i n t m e n t o-f n a t i v e c o u r t and c o u n c i l e l d e r s i n t h e 

e a r l y 1948s. A l t h o u g h t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s had l o n g t a k e n 

i t upon t h e m s e l v e s t o assume t h e p o s i t i o n o-f n a t i v e spokesmen, 

Rev. F a l l o w e s was t h e - f i r s t E n g l i s h m a n r e c o r d e d t o have 

a d v o c a t e d - f o r m a l i z i n g and i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z i n g a bottom-up 

a p p r o a c h t o i n d i g e n o u s g o v e r n a n c e , by w h i c h r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

e l e c t e d by t h e p e o p l e w o u l d be: " i n c h a r g e o-f y o u , f o r 

y o u r c u s t o m s and -for y o u r l a n d . F o r y o u r ways, you r c o u n t r y , 

y o u r l i v i n g T u r n e r ' s i n s i g h t t h a t s o c i a l dramas, 

a s i n t h e c a s e o f Thomas B e c k e t t o r t h e H i d a l g o R e b e l l i o n 

w i t h r e s p e c t t o m a rtyrdom, i n v o l v e t h e enactment o f a 

r o o t p a r a d i g m i s r e f l e c t e d a l s o i n t h i s m i s s i o n a r y ' s p e r h a p s 

u n c o n s c i o u s p e r s o n a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h J e s u s C h r i s t , 

an i m p o r t a n t but o v e r l o o k e d f e a t u r e o f t h e t h e C h a i r and 

Rul e. 

F a l l o w e s , c h a r i s m a t i c and a u t h o r i t a t i v e , b r i n g s a 

new i n s t i t u t i o n t o t h e p e o p l e . He f o r t e l l s h i s e x p u l s i o n 

f r o m t h e i s l a n d s . He i s d e p o r t e d , a s i f by P i l a t e ; h i s 

f o l l o w e r s a r e s u p p r e s s e d . B e f o r e t a k i n g h i s l e a v e , he 

c h a r g e s them t o c o n t i n u e t h e work i n h i s a b s e n c e , s a y i n g , 
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"I have g i v e n you t h e key. You w i l l have t o b u i l d i t 

y o u r s e l v e s . " S u r e l y t h i s d r a m a t i z a t i o n b r o k e t h e r e l i g i o u s 

l e g i t i m a c y o-f t h e c o l o n i a l p a t t e r n o-f g o v e r n a n c e by i t s 

p r o m i s e o-f -fresh p o s s i b i l i t i e s -for l i v i n g . F a l l o w e s i n i t i a t e d 

a s e m i o s i c p r o c e s s t h a t was -far d e e p e r i n c u l t u r a l r e s o n a n c e s 

than t h a t t o w h i c h Fox a l l u d e s , when he s t a t e s t h a t " R i c h a r d 

F a l l o w e s was t h e p a t r o n s a i n t o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . " 

F a l l o w e s i n v e n t e d a meta-1anguage, an i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d 

r h e t o r i c a l -format o-f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e government w h i c h took 

r o o t i n t h e p o l i t i c a l a s p i r a t i o n s o-f t h e n a t i v e M e l a n e s i a n s . 

The s e c o n d b r e a c h o-f a n o r m - g o v e r n e d r e l a t i o n s h i p 

o c c u r r e d when b o t h t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e r a d i c a l s and soon 

a-fterwards t h e government i t s e l - f abandoned t h e m o d e r a t e 

c o u r s e o-f a c t i o n s o u g h t by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l e a d e r s h i p . 

S u b s e q u e n t l y t h e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' had no r e c o g n i z e d l e a d e r s , 

no i n t e r p r e t i v e spokesmen. U n t i l J u ne 38 1947, t h e government 

r e c o g n i z e d i-f i t d i d n o t welcome t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o-f new 

n a t i v e l e a d e r s h i p , and s o u g h t t o work w i t h t h e Head Chie-fs 

t o w a r d a m u t u a l l y a c c o m o d a t i v e s o l u t i o n . T h i s r e l a t i o n 

was c o n t i n g e n t o n l y upon c o n t i n u e d m o d e r a t i o n wi th r e s p e c t 

t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a t t i t u d e t o w a r d d i r e c t c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 

T h u s government was more than " g e n e r a l l y s y m p a t h e t i c and 

t o l e r a n t t o w a r d t h e movement" ( L a r a c y 1983:21, 177); t h e y 
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did not s i t by and simply watch Marching Rule develop, 

but were involved in the discourse, in in-formal parleys 

and in attendance at the Managing Committee meetings. 

The causes o-f the breach are di-f-ficult to determine. 

There may be no explanation other than that based on the 

c o n f l i c t i n g p e r s o n a l i t i e s of the men involved. There 

were several potential theoretical points of fracture, 

'ins' vs. those marginally attached to the movement, northerners 

vs. southerners, Christians vs. pagans, each of which 

was probably involved. I, however, prefer the explanation 

based on personality, for the Marching Rule was able to 

recover i t s momentum after the arrests and after the episode 

of cargoism with the Freedom Movement and, after i t s suppression, 

the Federal Council before winning i t s representative 

i n s t i t u t i o n . 

The Kwaio dissidents were pagan. But was Nelson 

Kefu a pagan or a Christian? Kefu's boss, Shadrach Joe, 

was a senior SSEM teacher, as were most Marching Rule 

chiefs from north Malaita with the exception of the Lau 

and the Baelelea (Laracy 1983:28). Shadrach Joe was a 

man "of very cautious temperament" and was outshadowed 

by Kefu, his "more aggressive subordinate" (Laracy 1983:28). 

After July 1947, the movement's momentum in the north 

was influenced by government's unwitting injection of 
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c a r g o i s r n i n t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e d i s c o u r s e . B e c a u s e C a r g o i s r n 

d o e s n o t o c c u r be-fore t h i s t i m e , I c o n c l u d e t h a t Ke-fu 

and o t h e r s m a i n l y i n t h e n o r t h d i a g n o s e d t h a t government 

a p p e a r e d t o be c o n c e r n e d about ' C a r g o , ' o-f w h i c h t h e y 

l e a r n e d -from i n - f o r m a t i o n p a s s e d down t h e g r a p e v i n e a s 

i t were and, p e r h a p s , d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e 

s p i e s . P e r h a p s t h i s c o n c e r n c o n c e a l e d s u b s t a n t i v e t r u t h . 

In i t s l e a - f l e t , "'Gammon-Talk o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e " , government 

had w r i t t e n i n T o a b a i t a and E n g l i s h t h a t r u m o r s o f c a r g o 

t o come "were l i e s " j u s t a s was t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e ' s c l a i m 

t h a t i t "would h e l p t h e M a l a i t a p e o p l e . " The a p p a r e n t 

l o g i c a l i n c o n s i s t e n c y o f two p r o p o s i t i o n s b e i n g d e c l a r e d 

f a l s e , when o b v i o u s l y one was t r u e , gave c r e d e n c e t o t h e 

p o t e n t i a l t r u t h o f t h e o t h e r p r o p o s i t i o n : C a r g o was p o s s i b l e . 

On t h e s u b j e c t o f C a r g o i s r n i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , L a r a c y 

i s c a r e f u l t o n o t e t h a t " w h i l e t h e e x p e c t a t i o n of t h e 

a r r i v a l o f ' c a r g o ' was n e v e r a m a j o r i n f l u e n c e on M a r c h i n g 

R u l e t h i n k i n g o r b e h a v i o r , t h i s d o e s n o t mean t h a t many 

p e o p l e d i d n o t a c c e p t t h e p o s s i b i 1 i t v o f i t s c o m i n g .... 

I t was p o s s i b l e t o b e l i e v e t h a t c a r g o cou1d come w i t h o u t 

b e l i e v i n g t h a t , i n f a c t , i t wou1d o r had t o come" ( L a r a c y 

1983:156). 

A key p o i n t t o w h i c h I have drawn a t t e n t i o n i n t h i s 

t h e s i s i s t h a t g o v e r n m e n t ' s c a r g o c u l t r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n 
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and t h e a p p e a r a n c e o-f C a r g o i s m on M a l a i t a o c c u r e d , s o 

•far a s t h e documents a t t e s t , a t t h e same t i m e . The r i g i d 

a d h e r e n c e t o t h e t e s t i m o n y o-f t h i s e v i d e n c e e n a b l e d f o r m u l a t i o n 

o f a p r o v i s i o n a l h y p o t h e s i s , w h i c h o n l y f u t u r e s c h o l a r s h i p 

can a d d r e s s , t h a t g o v e r n m e n t ' s e x p l i c a n s was s u g g e s t e d 

t o t h e i n d i g e n e s , and i n t u r n , became f o r some M a l a i t a n s 

a new r o o t p a r a d i g m ( T u r n e r 1974) by w h i c h s u b s e q u e n t 

r a t i o c i n a t i o n s and a c t i o n s were c a r r i e d on. The C a r g o i s m 

o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was a r e c i p r o c a l s o c i a l p r o d u c t i o n . 

T h e r e i f i c a t i o n o f t h e s t a t i s t d i s c o u r s e i s o b s e r v a b l e 

o c c u r i n g i n o t h e r i n s t a n c e s a s w e l l , f o r w h i c h Commander 

Gowan o f H.M.S. Amphion p e r h a p s may s t a n d a s a t r a g i c 

m e t a p h o r . H i s p a r t i c u l a r e f f o r t a t s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s , 

i n t e r p r e t i n g t h e d i s t a n t l y s e e n l e t t e r e d b anner as p r o c l a i m i n g 

' M a r x i s t Law', p r o d u c e d d i s c u r s i v e c o n s e q u e n c e s i n w h i c h 

M a r c h i n g R u l e w a s , l i n k e d t o t h e a c t i o n s o f communist a g e n t s , 

h a v i n g f u r t h e r c o n s e q u e n c e s i n t h e F o r e i g n O f f i c e and 
55) 

p e r h a p s i n W a s h i n g t o n a s w e l l — a s m a l l d r o p p e r h a p s 

i n t h e c o m i n g t i d a l wave o f r i g h t - w i n g h y s t e r i a o f t h e 

1950s. 

55 " M a r t i n L o " . T i m e M a g a z i n e . September 29, 1947. 
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A l l a n , a s I w i l l show i n t h e - f o l l o w i n g d i v i s i o n , had a 

g e n u i n e l y a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r many a s p e c t s 

o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . But what i s e v i d e n t i n h i s t h e s i s , 

w r i t t e n -for Reo F o r t u n e , d o e s not come -forward i n h i s 

w i d e l y - q u o t e d a r t i c l e on t h e movement, - f i r s t p u b l i s h e d 

i n t h e - f o r e i g n s e r v i c e g a z e t t e C o r o n a i n 1958 and l a t e r 

i n S o u t h P a c i f i c . J u l y 1951. S m i t h ' s " d o c u m e n t a r y r e a l i t y " 

b e g i n s w i t h t h i s a r t i c l e , i n w h i c h t h e c a r g o c u l t theme 

r e a c h e s a l m o s t a l l e g o r i c a l p e r f e c t i o n . The c o m p l e x i t y 

o f t h e s i t u a t i o n was f l a t t e n e d and e v e n t s r e n d e r e d i n t o 

what Kenelm B u r r i d g e h a s termed an " o v e r l y c o h e r e n t " e x p l a n a t i o n . 

F o r f u t u r e M a r c h i n g R u l e t h e o r i s t s , t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l c h a l l e n g e l o s t r e s o l u t i o n , and t h e u n d e r l y i n g 

C h r i s t i a n n a t u r e o f t h e movement was p u s h e d f u r t h e r i n t o 

t h e r e a l m o f t h e i r r a t i o n a l and t h e m y s t i c a l . 

The d o c u m e n t a r y r e a l i t y c r e a t e d by t h e c o l o n i a l e x p l i c a n s 

was r e i n f o r c e d by l a b e l i n g t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e f i l e s a s 

' s e c r e t ' and r e s t r i c t i n g a c c e s s t o them under t h e 3 8 - y e a r 

r u l e . K e e s i n g r e m a r k s t h a t h i s a c c e s s t o a r c h i v a l m a t e r i a l s 

was " s e v e r e l y l i m i t e d " ( 1 9 7 8 - 9 : 5 ) . T h e o f f i c i a l d o c u m e n t a r y 

r e a l i t y t h u s f o u n d i t s way i n t o t h e a n t h r o p o l g i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . 

U n t i l a b o u t t h e mid-1978s t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was u n d e r s t o o d 

a s e i t h e r a t y p e o f c a r g o c u l t a l o n g a s u p p o s e d d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
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continuum ranging -from the mystical to the proto-national,ist 

(Worsley 1957) or one cast thoroughly in the New Guinean 

mold (Cochrane 1971), viewpoints which influenced comparative 

treatments such as by Jarvie (1963) and Brian Wilson (1971), 

although neither is tenable in the light o-f the recently 

available Marching Rule documentary and testimonial evidence. 

The contemporaneity o-f the cargo explicans and the 

cargo movement has also caused curious inconsistencies 

to appear in the subsequent anthropolgical analyses. 

Worsley states, for example, that "side by side with these 

orthodox po l i t i ca l developments, millenarian elements 

were present, though they became less and less important 

as time went on" (Worsley 1967:178). But Keesing and 

Laracy, unable to r i d themselves o-f the residual cred ib i l i ty 

o-f the contemporary administrative analysis, suggest in 

contrast that such elements become more important with 

time; Cargoism does not appear until after the islanders 

were discouraged by the movement's suppression, as a sort 

of outlet for dashed pol i t i ca l ambitions. 

What meaning does the history of the Marching Rule 

have for the wider context of capital is t expansion and 

the greater global cultural unity that ensued through 

the repl icat ion, among Wolf's "diverse proletarian diasporas," 
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o-f i t s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c modes o-f i n d u s t r i a l p r o d u c t i o n ? R o g e r 

K e e s i n g p r o v i d e s t h e b e s t e x t e n s i o n o f E r i c W o l f ' s t h e s i s 

i n h i s h i s t o r i c a l m a t e r i a l i s t a p p r o a c h t o t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e , i n w h i c h he s a y s t h e b a s i c theme of t h e movement 

was " t o r e s o l v e t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s o f c o l o n i a l s u b j u g a t i o n 

and C h r i s t i a n i z a t i o n . " But by t h i s , K e e s i n g d o e s not 

mean a c o n t r a d i c t i o n between t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e c o l o n i a l 

o r d e r and t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f b e i n g C h r i s t i a n , w h i c h I t h i n k 

i s c l o s e r t o t h e mark, but t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n between p o l i t i c a l 

autonomy and imposed s t r a t i f i c a t i o n , between C h r i s t i a n 

d o c t r i n e and v a l u e d a n c e s t r a l r e l i g i o n . T h e s e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s 

were r e s o l v e d "by t h e emergence of a ' c l a s s ' c o n s c i o u s n e s s 

whereby 'Kastomu' was e x t e r n a l i z e d a s a symbol and a n t i - c o l o n i a l i s m 

came i n t o f o c u s . " But e s t a b l i s h i n g a u n i f i e d M a l a i t a n 

'Kastom' was n e v e r more than a r e g u l a t o r y i d e a l o f t h e 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , whose m a j o r t h r u s t was, a s I have s a i d , 

t o w a r d t h e b u i l d i n g o f a new i n d i g e n o u s i n s t i t u t i o n o f 

p o l i t i c a l r h e t o r i c . M o r e o v e r , t h e r e n d e r i n g i n t o d o c u m e n t a r y 

f o r m o f t h e 'Kastom' had a v a r i e t y o f ways of m a n i f e s t i n g 

i t s e l f . I t a imed n o t s i m p l y t o p r e s e r v e c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n s , 

but t o r e f o r m u l a t e them t h r o u g h t h e d i s c o v e r y t h a t M a l a i t a n s 

w ere o r i g i n a l l y d e s c e n d e d f r o m C h r i s t i a n s whose b e l i e f s 

had been l o s t o r f o r g o t t e n by s u b s e q u e n t a n c e s t o r s . 

M a r c h i n g R u l e was n o t a n t i - c o l o n i a l i n t h e s e n s e 
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t h a t i t r e j e c t e d - f u l l y and e n t i r e l y t h e government o f 

t h e E u r o p e a n s . T o t h e c o n t r a r y , M a r c h i n g R u l e -from t h e 

b e g i n n i n g s u s t a i n e d a p o l i c y o-f t u r n i n g o v e r t o t h e goverment 

-for t r i a l and judgement a l l i n c i d e n t s o-f v i o l e n t c r i m e , 

m u r d e r , r a p e , m a n s l a u g h t e r and a s s a u l t . In o t h e r words, 

t h e y w i s h e d t o keep g o v e r n m e n t ' s monopoly on l e g i t i m a t e 

-force i n t a c t , w h i c h t o Weber a s w e l l as many o t h e r s h a s 

a l w a y s been a p r i m a r y r e q u i s i t e o-f t h e p o l i t i c a l S t a t e . 

I-f M a l a i t a n s c o u l d not be r u l e d by t h e A m e r i c a n s , 

t h e y w o u l d be r u l e d by t h e B r i t i s h . T h e y c o n s i s t e n t l y 

o p p o s e d a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o-f t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e by A u s t r a l i a , 

-for example. W o r s l e y ' s c o n c l u s i o n t h a t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , 

i n v i e w o-f i t s p o l i t i c a l n a t u r e , was " p r o t o - n a t i o n a l i s t " 

d o e s n o t go -far enough i n t h e l i g h t o f my f i n d i n g s . 

R a t h e r , t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e i n t e l l e c t u a l s came t o a d i f f e r e n t 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n a l t o g e t h e r o f t h e n a t u r e o f t h e w i d e r c u l t u r a l 

u n i t y b r o u g h t on by t h e e x p a n s i o n o f t h e E u r o p e a n c u l t u r e , 

and e x p o s e s t h e l i m i t a t i o n s o f W o l f ' s t h e s i s . I t i s f a r 

more l i k e l y t h a t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was p r o t o - i n t e r n a t i o n a l i s t 

r a t h e r than p r o t o - n a t i o n a l i s t . The i n d i g e n o u s s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s 

a s documented a d d r e s s e d a w i d e r framework o f e x p e r i e n c e 

than s e n t i m e n t s o f mere n a t i o n a l i s t a s p i r a t i o n . F o r example, 

i n o r d e r t o r a t i o n a l i z e t h e m eaning o f t h e war, Brown 

J u l u m a n a , Matthew B e l a m a t a g a and A r i e l S i s i l i a l l i d e n t i f i e d 
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i s l a n d e r s w i t h i n a p o l i t i c a l -framework w h i c h embraced 

a l l e t h n i c p e o p l e s a c r o s s t h e c o l o n i a l w o r l d . I t d e m o n s t r a t e s , 

i n - f a c t , a w o r l d - w i d e e c u m e n i c a l i s m i n w h i c h each e t h n i c 

g r o u p was r e s p o n s i b l e -for i t s own r u l e s o-f government 

w i t h i n t h e -framework o-f R o o s e v e l t ' s Four Freedoms and 

t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f S o c i a l G o s p e l i s m . 
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PART 11. 

ETHNOGRAPHICAL APPROACH TO THE MARCHING RULE 

I n t r o d u c t i o n 

The d i - f f e r e n c e s between M a l a i t a and t h e w e s t e r n i s l a n d s 

o-f t h e g r o u p , where t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s n a t i v e c o u r t s and 

c o u n c i l s e x p e r i m e n t i n f a c t s u c c e e d e d i n e v o l v i n g i n t o 

i n d i g e n o u s p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g i n s t i t u t i o n s , and where t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e was not a s t r o n g p o l i t i c a l f o r c e , may be 

summarized i n t h e f o l l o w i n g p o i n t s : t h e a b s e n c e on M a l a i t a 

o f p e a s a n t c o p r a p r o d u c t i o n ; i t s c o l o n i a l t r a d i t i o n o f 

b e i n g a l a b o r p o o l ; i t s h i g h p o p u l a t i o n d e n s i t y ; t h e m i s s i o n 

d ominance t h e r e o f t h e SSEM, t h e b o u n d a r i e s o f whose Solomons 

o p e r a t i o n s c o m p l e t e l y c i r c u m s c r i b e t h e a r e a s o f M a r c h i n g 

R u l e a c t i v i s m ; and a s w e l l , t h o s e s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

and c u l t u r a l e l e m e n t s w h i c h d i s t i n g u i s h e d t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e a d h e r e n t s f r o m t h e p e o p l e o f n e i g h b o r i n g i s l a n d s . 

T h i s d i v i s i o n o f t h e t h e s i s w i l l be c o n c e r n e d w i t h t h e 

l a t t e r i s s u e s , f o r e g r o u n d i n g i s s u e s o f e t h n i c i t y , i d e o l o g y 

and s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n o v e r t h o s e o f m a t e r i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e p r i m a r y f o c u s i n t h i s D i v i s i o n i s on 

t h e e t h n o g r a p h y o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

T h e r e l e v a n c e o f a r c h a i c s t r u c t u r e s s u c h a s g e n e a l o g i c a l 

s y s t e m s o r t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n s o f l e a d e r s h i p and f o l l o w e r s h i p 



-143 -

t o c u l t u r a l l y d i s c o n t i n u o u s e v e n t s a r i s i n g -from t h e e n c o u n t e r 

o-f s t r u c t u r e d i n s t i t u t i o n s w i t h a n t i - s t r u c t u r e , s u c h a s 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , i s a l w a y s p r o b l e m a t i c . A n t i - s t r u c t u r e 

r e p r e s e n t s t h e t e m p o r a r y n e g a t i o n o-f s p e c i f i c m o r al p r o p o s i t i o n s 

a t t e n d a n t t o s t r u c t u r a l m a i n t e n a n c e : i t s u s p e n d s them, 

and i n v o k e s ' a x i o m a t i c a l 1y' i n t h e i r s t e a d t h e " h i g h e r 

bonds w h i c h u n i t e " c o n t a i n e d i n communitas. However, 

s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n u p h o l d s t h e ' n o r m a l i t y ' o-f a b a s i c 

q u o t i d i a n p a t t e r n o-f s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p ; h e n c e i t s s t u d y 

may y i e l d a model o-f a s y n c h r o n i c " s o c i a l - f i e l d " ( T u r n e r 

1967) w h i c h can be compared i n i t s p r e - and p o s t - m i 11 e n i a l 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s . Hence, i f T u r n e r u r g e s s t u d e n t s t o l o o k 

i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f g e n e r i c communitas f o r t h e s o u r c e s 

o f s o c i a l c h a n g e , i t i s t o t h e s t a b i l i t y o f t h e a r m a t u r e 

of s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t we must l o o k f o r t h e s o u r c e s 

o f s o c i a l c o n t i n u i t y . 

In t h e e t h n o g r a p h i c domain, I must d i s c u s s a number 

o f p o i n t s . I w i l l examine t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

a r r a n g e m e n t s , s u b s i s t e n c e a c t i v i t i e s and t h e pagan c o n c e p t 

o f t h e s a c r e d t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e s e a r e a s d i r e c t l y 

b e a r on t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e d e v e l o p m e n t s . S o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a r e i m p o r t a n t b e c a u s e one o f g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

p r i m a r y p o l i t i c a l a r g u m e n t s a g a i n s t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n was t h a t t h e a l a h a s y s t e m had no h i s t o r i c a l 
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or s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l p r e c e d e n t i n n o r t h M a l a i t a . T h i s 

d i v i s i o n c o n t r i b u t e s t o w a r d t h e g e n e r a l a n a l y s i s by f o r m u l a t i n g 

key e l e m e n t s o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s s o c i a l f i e l d t h a t was e n c o u n t e r e d 

by t h e p i o n e e r SSEM m i s s i o n a r i e s . 

I w i l l e xamine M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t h e m a t i c 

t e r m s under t h e n o t i o n s o f a c c u l t u r a t i o n , c o n t i n u i t i e s 

w i t h pagan t r a d i t i o n s , and s y n c r e t i s m . T he l a t t e r w i l l 

go b e y o n d c o n s i d e r i n g t h e a d j u s t m e n t s i n l a n g u a g e and 

r i t u a l t h a t were s u p p o r t e d by t h e SSEM m i s s i o n a r i e s , w h i c h 

f e l l under t h e i r c o n s c i o u s p o l i c y o f i n d i g e n i z a t i o n and 

s e p a r a t i o n f r o m t h e pagan s o c i e t y . I w i s h t o f o c u s more 

on t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h i s p o l i c y i n t h e r e a l m o f t h e 

M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n ' s d a i l y e x p e r i e n c e . C o n c e i v i n g o f h i m s e l f 

a s h a v i n g b r o k e n t o t a l l y w i t h t h e pagan p a s t , I am i n t e r e s t e d 

i n what he c r e a t e d i n i t s s t e a d . T h i s i n v o l v e s a f o c u s 

much l i k e t h a t o f John B a r k e r ; an e t h n o g r a p h y o f a C h r i s t i a n 

p e o p l e must g r o u n d i t s e l f i n t h e "more g e n e r a l a d j u s t m e n t s 

and r e - i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y t h a t n o r m a l l y t a k e 

p l a c e i n t h e i n d i g e n o u s c o m m u n i t i e s p ( 1 9 8 5 : 2 7 ) . In o t h e r 

w o r ds, i t i s n o t by s t u d y i n g t h e p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m y o f 

t h e m i s s i o n i n i t s e t h n o g r a p h i c c o n t e x t , but i t s g e n e r a t i v e 

p r o p e r t i e s t h r o u g h d i s c o u r s e and i t s r e - o r d e r i n g o f pagan 

m o r a l i t i e s i n t h e c o u r s e o f d a i l y l i f e t h a t i s e t h n o l o g i c a l 1 y 

s i gn i f i can t . 
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S u b s e q u e n t l y I w i l l d i s c u s s t h e d o c t r i n a l o r i g i n s 

o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e by e x a m i n i n g t h e m i l l e n a r i a n r o o t s 

o-f t h e SSEM, m a j o r - f e a t u r e s o-f Mal a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , 

and t h e d o c t r i n e s o-f S o c i a l G o s p e l ism i n A m e r i c a and M e l a n e s i a , 

c o n c l u d i n g w i t h d i s c u s s i o n o-f t h e ' s o c i a l - f i e l d ' on t h e 

eve o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d . 

The i n d i g e n o u s SSEM i n t e l l e c t u a l s i n r e s p o n s e t o 

th e c r i s i s o-f a u t h o r i t y w i t h i n t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s , i n t h e 

m i d s t o-f t h e m i l l e n i a l e x p e c t a t i o n s e n g e n d e r e d by t h e 

l i m i n a l i t y o-f war, t u r n e d -from t h e d o c t r i n e t h a t pagan 

s o c i e t y was t h e e v i l r e g i m e o-f S a t a n , t o a d d r e s s what 

t h e y came t o s e e a s t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l e v i l o-f t h e w h i t e , 

c o l o n i a l , i n d u s t r i a l o r d e r . T h e y d e v e l o p e d a new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o-f t h e s e n s e o-f ' s i n . ' T he M a r c h i n g R u l e r e s u l t e d -from 

t h e e x t e n s i o n -from pagan s o c i e t y t o c o l o n i a l s o c i e t y o-f 

key d o c t r i n a l e l e m e n t s . T h i s was due t o t h e i n d i g e n i z a t i o n 

o-f a p r o c e s s o-f r e a s o n i n g wed t o t h e i n n a t e mi 1 1 e n a r i a n i s m 

of t h e SSEM's h i s t o r i c a l o r i g i n s . T o d e v e l o p t h e b a s i s 

f o r d e t a i l i n g t h i s n o t i o n i s t h e theme c e n t r a l t o t h i s 

d i v i s i o n . T o t h i s end I w i l l o u t l i n e t h e p r e - M a r c h i n g 

R u l e s o c i a l f i e l d and t h e s o u r c e s o f c u l t u r a l i n n o v a t i o n 

and c o n t i n u i t y w h i c h l e n t t h e i r p a r t t o t h e h i s t o r i c a l 

s h a p e o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . 
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C h a p t e r 5. S o c i a l G r o a n i z a t i o n ^ 

T h e r e i s v i r t u a l l y no d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e s u b s i s t e n c e c u l t i v a t i o n 

p a t t e r n between t h e w e s t e r n and e a s t e r n i s l a n d s . T a r o 

and yam s l a s h and b u r n h o r t i c u l t u r e , p i g h u s b a n d r y and 

f i s h i n g s u p p l y t h e p e o p l e w i t h abundant f o o d . E v e r y w h e r e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s a r e e x p r e s s e d t h r o u g h t h e s i g n i f i c a t i o n 

p o t e n t i a l s o f t h e medium o f m a t e r i a l t r a n s a c t i o n s , and 

e v e r y w h e r e t h e f e a s t i s a f o c a l s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n . 

G a r d e n i n g i s n e v e r u n d e r t a k e n w i t h r e g a r d t o i n c r e a s i n g 

p r o d u c t i o n b e y o n d t h e minimum n e c e s s a r y t o s u s t a i n t h e 

d o m e s t i c g r o u p and i t s commensal and k i n s h i p e x c h a n g e 

o b l i g a t i o n s , u n l e s s i t i s i n i t i a t e d by community l e a d e r s 

and t h e i r p l a n s f o r s p e c i f i c f e a s t i n g o c c a s i o n s f o r w h i c h 

f o o d w i l l be r e q u i r e d <cf. O l i v e r 1955). D e p e n d i n g on 

a g i v e n community, f e a s t s may o c c u r on t h e o c c a s i o n o f 

e i t h e r i n t e r n a l k i n s h i p l i f e - c r i s e s i n t h e s o l i d a r y p a t t e r n , 

o r i n t h e c o m p e t i t i v e p a t t e r n on t h e o c c a s i o n o f a b i g 

man's a s s e r t i o n o f h i s and h i s g r o u p ' s p r o d u c i v e 'renown', 

w h i c h i s c l o s e l y t i e d t o t h e management o f i n t e r - g r o u p 

c o n f l i c t ( O l i v e r 1955). However, t h e Kaoka o f G u a d a l c a n a l 

a s w e l l a s t h e M a l a i t a n s u s e t h e o c c a s i o n o f some l i f e 

56 I w o u l d l i k e t o thank Dr. C a t h e r i n e T y h u r s t f o r h e r 
comments and s u g g e s t i o n s on an e a r l y d r a f t o f t h i s 
c h a p t e r . 
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c r i s e s t o engage i n c o m p e t i t i v e g i v i n g ( H o g b i n 1965). 

F e a s t i n g b e h a v i o r u n d e r w r i t e s t h e d e p l o y m e n t o f community 

e n e r g i e s and a c t i v i t i e s b e yond t h e minimum r e q u i r e d f o r 

s u b s i s t e n c e ; i t o r g a n i z e s g r o u p s by m a k i n g e x p l i c i t , i n 

t h e ' l a n g u a g e ' o f m a t e r i a l t r a n s a c t i o n s , b o t h i n t e r n a l 

and e x t e r n a l s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s . 

A l t h o u g h m a t r i f i 1 i a t i o n o b t a i n s t h r o u g h o u t g r e a t e r 

M e l a n e s i a w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h e New G u i n e a h i g h l a n d s , 

m a t r i 1 i n e a l i t y i n t h e Solomons i s g e n e r a l l y g e o g r a p h i c a l l y 

l i m i t e d t o t h e e a s t e r n i s l a n d s , w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n s o f 

N g g e l a , S a n t a I s a b e l , and p a r t s o f G u a d a l c a n a l and San 

C r i s t o v a l . S e a b o a r d a r e a s t h a t e m p h a s i z e p a t r i f i 1 i a t i o n 

h ave a l s o been n o t e d , f o r example t h e u n i l i n e a l R u g a r a 

o f s o u t h e r n B o u g a i n v i l l e and t h e A l u I s l a n d e r s ( T h u r n w a l d 

1951; O l i v e r 1955), and t h e b i l a t e r a l t o p a t r i l i n e a l s e a 

p e o p l e s o f M a l a i t a and UIawa ( I v e n s 1927; B e l s h a w 1958:29; 

Roger K e e s i n g 1966, 1967, 1971). 

The h i g h bush p e o p l e s o f M a l a i t a were u n i v e r s a l l y 

a m b i l a t e r a l i n d e s c e n t and p a t r i - v i r i 1 o c a l i n r e s i d e n c e . 

P a t r i f i 1 i a t i o n was e x p r e s s e d t h u s i n r e s i d e n c e and i n 

r e l i g i o u s s a c r i f i c e t o a n c e s t r a l a o a l o w h i c h were c o n c e i v e d 

i n t e r m s o f a s e g m e n t a r y l i n e a g e i s o m o r p h i c i n t i m e t o 

a g e o g r a p h i c p l a c e m e n t o f s a c r e d c e m e t e r y s i t e s , beu abu. 

w h i c h t r a c e d t h e ' h i s t o r i c a l ' m i g r a t i o n f r o m t h e h i g h 



bush downwards, and w h i c h marked t h e d e s c e n d e n t s ' r i g h t s 

t o r e s i d e n t i a l l a n d . C o g n a t i c e l e m e n t s were i m p o r t a n t 

i n e s t a b l i s h i n g c o l l a t e r a l r i g h t s o-f u s u - f r u c t , ' s e c o n d a r y ' 

j u r a l r i g h t s i n t h e a m b i l a t e r a l t o p a t r i l i n e a l r e s i d e n c e 

g r o u p s , and i n e s t a b l i s h i n g a s s o c i a t e s t a t u s w i t h r e s p e c t 

t o s a c r i f i c i n g a t t h e beu abu o-f a n c e s t o r s i n m a t r i l a t e r a l 

s t a n d i n g . C o g n a t i c d e s c e n t s y s t e m s w i t h p a t r i f i 1 i a t i o n 

s i m i l a r l y i m p o r t a n t i n r e s i d e n c e d e t e r m i n a t i o n a r e n o t e d 

a s w e l l -for C h o i s e u l <Schie-f-f 1 e r 1965:163). 

E v e r y w h e r e i n M e l a n e s i a k i n s h i p d i f f e r s i n e m p h a s i s 

a s a s o c i a l l y o r g a n i z i n g p r i n c i p l e <cf. O l i v e r 1955) a s 

compared t o i t s commonly r e c o g n i z e d r e g u l a t i v e r o l e i n 

A f r i c a <cf. B a r n e s 1962; Schwimmer 1973). In c o n t r a s t 

t o G u a d a l c a n a l <Hogbin) and I s a b e l ( B o g e s i ) t h e r e a r e 

no s h a r p l y d e f i n e d u n i l i n e a l g r o u p i n g s on M a l a i t a a s i d e 

f r o m t h e ' c h i e f l y s e c t i o n s ' o r ' c l a n s ' t h a t have been 

d e s c r i b e d b o t h i n t h e s o u t h <Ivens, C o d r i n g t o n ) and i n 

c e r t a i n a r e a s o f t h e n o r t h <Lau - I v e n s 1927, K o n g a s - M i r a n d a 

F a t a l a k a - R u s s e l l 1951). C o d r i n g t o n and I v e n s among 

o t h e r s a l s o f o u n d s u r v i v a l s o f t h e du a l o r g a n i z a t i o n on 

M a l a i t a . 

T h e M e l a n e s i a n p o l i t i c a l u n i t c o n s i s t e d o f a g r o u p 

of c o - r e s i d e n t i a l m a l e s on f r i e n d l y t e r m s who were members 

o f a men's c l u b h o u s e , and r e l a t i o n s between u n i t s were 
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-founded on e i t h e r ' t r a d e o r r a i d . ' L e a d e r s h i p s t a t u s 

d e t e r m i n a t i o n was g e n e r a l l y n e g o t i a t e d on a c a s e - b y - c a s e 

b a s i s between two d e t e r m i n i n g p r i n c i p l e s , p r e s c r i p t i o n 

t h r o u g h d e s c e n t g r o u p p o s i t i o n and s e n i o r i t y , a n d/or a c h i e v e m e n 

t h r o u g h s u c c e s s i n p r o d u c t i o n and r e d i s t r i b u t i o n o-f w e a l t h 

i n t h e l o c a l g r o u p , summarized i n t e r m s o-f t h e t e n s i o n 

between ra n k i n a k i n g r o u p and power b a s e d on f o r c e . 

However, p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p h a s l o n g been an i n t r i c a t e 

p r o b l e m f o r M e l a n e s i a n i s t s <cf. Bronwen D o u g l a s 1979), 

s i n c e t h e ' a n d / o r ' r e l a t i o n i s n o t p o s s i b l e t o f o r m u l a t e 

i n l o g i c a l t e r m s . 

Some a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s <cf. B u r r i d g e , S c h i e f f l e r ) c o n s i d e r 

l e a d e r s h i p i n t e r m s o f management, w h i c h i n c l u d e s a s i t s 

l e g i t i m a t i o n a p p e a l t o v a r i o u s norms and r u l e s . A s S c h i e f f l e r 

w r i t e s o f C h o i s e u l , " t h e a g n a t i c g e n e o l o g i c a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n 

[ t o s u c e s s i o n o f son t o f a t h e r ' s big-man s t a t u s ] d e r i v e d 

i t s s i g n i f i c a n c e p r i m a r i l y by m a n a g e r i a l s t a t u s " < 1965:185) .Her 

g e n e r a l i z e d r a n k i s s i m p l y among t h o s e g e n e r a l " s t r a t e g i c 

r h e t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e s " p r a g m a t i c a l l y e mployed " i n t h e p r o c e s s 

o f s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n " < 1965:294). 

However, M e l a n e s i a n l e a d e r s h i p a l s o i n v o l v e d an e l e m e n t 

o f s a c r e d l e g i t i m i z a t i o n t h a t w o u l d go b eyond t h e u s u a l 

m a n a g e r i a l q u a l i f i c a t i o n s . M a l a i t a n s , a s I w i l l show 

below, d e v e l o p e d an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e 
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h y p o s t a t i z e d b i g man complex by i n s t i t u t i n g two d i f f e r e n t 

o f f i c e s b a s e d on g e n e a l o g i c a l and a c h i e v e d emphases r e s p e c t i v e l y , 

w h i c h r u l e d i n t h e s o u t h , i n I v e n s ' s term, " i n d o u b l e 

h a r n e s s " ( I v e n s 1927). 

G e n e r a l i z a t i o n s about w i d e r p o l i t i c a l g r o u p i n g s 

a r e d i f f i c u l t t o draw. T h e r e i s a l o n g - r e c o g n i z e d i n s t a b i l i t y 

i n M e l a n e s i a n p o l i t i c a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . T h e b e s t d e s c r i p t i o n 

o-f t h e b i g man p o l i t y i s g i v e n by D o u g l a s O l i v e r (1955) 

-for s o u t h e r n B o u g a i n v i l l e , where t h e h i g h e s t r e g i o n a l 

i n t e g r a t i o n a c h i e v e d was w i t h i n some s e v e n c o m p e t i n g but 

i n t e r n a l l y peace-ful b i g man d o m i n i o n s . O l i v e r h y p o t h e s i z e d 

t h a t t h e p a t r i l i n e a l Rugaran i n s t i t u t i o n s were a " c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n 

i n d y n a s t i c -form" o-f t h e i d e o l o g i c a l t e n d e n c y -for a son 

t o s u c c e e d t o h i s - f a t h e r ' s s t a t u s w i t h i n n e i g h b o r i n g b i g 

man s y s t e m s . But u n t i l t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o-f f i r e a r m s , 

b r o a d e r l a r g e s c a l e i n t e g r a t i o n was n o t p o s s i b l e i n M e l a n e s i a . 

Chowning n o t e s t h a t " v i r t u a l l y t h e o n l y c o n s t a n t i s a 

n e g a t i v e one: t h e f a i l u r e o f M e l a n e s i a n s o c i e t i e s t o d e v e l o p 

complex, permanent f o r m s o f p o l i t i c a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t 

w o u l d w e l d t o g e t h e r even t h o s e p e o p l e who have a common 

l a n g u a g e and c u l t u r e " ( 1 9 7 7 : 4 2 ) . 

W r i t i n g i n 1927, I v e n s i n s i m i l a r terms n o t e s t h e 

i s o l a t i o n o f t h e M a l a i t a n h i l l p e o p l e s , t o a ' i t o l o . who 

b e f o r e p a c i f i c a t i o n "were n o t f r e e t o t r a v e l f a r a f i e l d , 



-151 -

t h e i r p a s s a g e by l a n d w o u l d be b l o c k e d , and each p e o p l e 

c o u l d o n l y v i s i t i t s immediate n e i g h b o r s " -for p u r p o s e s 

o-f t r a d e and m a r r i a g e < 1927:39). But even a-fter p a c i f i c a t i o n , 

" t h e h i l l p e o p l e s m a i n l y c o n - f i n e t h e m s e l v e s t o movements 

w i t h i n t h e i r own b o r d e r s . " 

Now Roger K e e s i n g c o n t e n d s t h a t , p r i o r t o t h e c u l t i s m 

o-f t h e 1939s ( a d d r e s s e d i n C h a p t e r 9) w h i c h he c l a i m s 

i n f l u e n c e d t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , " t h e f i r s t r e s p o n s e s t o 

E u r o p e a n i n t r u s i o n and t h e t h r e a t o f s u b j u g a t i o n and r e l i g i o u s 

i n v a s i o n were p o l i t i c a l and ' m i l i t a r y ' a t t a c k " <1978/79; 

t . s . : 2 5 ) . But t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t M a l a i t a n s were u n i f i e d 

i n a g e n e r a l a n t i - c o l o n i a l s e n t i m e n t i s m i s p l a c e d , a s 

i s t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t t h e murder o f DO B e l l by t h e Kwaio 

i n 1927 r e f l e c t e d a w i d e s p r e a d s m o u l d e r i n g r e s i s t a n c e 

t o c o l o n i a l s u p p r e s s i o n . A f t e r t h e i n c i d e n t , s h o r e p e o p l e 

mounted "a p r o c e s s i o n o f c a n o e s ... a l l t h e way r o u n d 

t h e c o a s t f r o m a s f a r s o u t h a s A t a a t o show t h e i r d e t e s t a t i o n 

o f t h e c r i m e . " O t h e r than t h e Kwaio, " t h e r e s t o f t h e 

p e o p l e s , on r e c e i p t o f t h e news, c l a m o u r e d t o be a l l o w e d 

t o j o i n i n r e p r i s a l s , and a l l e x p r e s s e d t h e i r i n d i g n a t i o n 

a t what had happened." 

I v e n s s t a t e s f u r t h e r , "nor c o u l d any c o n c e r t e d movement 

t a k e p l a c e on M a l a , owing t o d i f f i c u l t i e s o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n , " 

and a l s o t o t h e " e f f e c t s o f a g e - l o n g s e p a r a t i o n , " and 



t h a t " u n i t y on M a l a c o u l d o n l y have been e f f e c t e d by a 

c e n t r a l r u l e , w i t h i t s c o n c o m i t a n t o f f r e e movement and 

t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f e a s y t r a v e l by l a n d or s e a " <Ivens 

1927:28-30). 

G o v e r n a n c e o f a c e p h a l o u s M e l a n e s i a n c o m m u n i t i e s 

f r o m a l m o s t t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l comment depended 

upon t h e w e i g h t o f " p u b l i c o p i n i o n a s t o what i s r i g h t " 

( C o d r i n g t o n 1891:30) r a t h e r t han d i r e c t j u r a l s a n c t i o n . 

Even among t h e s o u t h e r n S a ' a p e o p l e s and t h e n o r t h e r n 

l a g o o n d w e l l i n g L a u , and o t h e r s , w i t h t h e i r h e r e d i t a r y 

c h i e f 1 y / s e c t i o n s ' o r ' c l a n s , ' t h e w e i g h t o f t r a d i t i o n 

r a t h e r t han imposed s a n c t i o n was t h e b a s i s o f community 

o r d e r . I v e n s a g r e e s w i t h C o d r i n g t o n w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e 

L a u , t h a t " t h e b e h a v i o r o f t h e community i s r e g u l a t e d 

by an i n t u i t e d s e n s e o f what was r i g h t and p r o p e r " , i n 

o t h e r w ords by " g r o u p - s e n t i m e n t " ( I v e n s i b i d : 1 2 8 ) . T h i s 

means t h a t c a s e s o f t h e f t o r f e m a l e p o l l u t i o n v i o l a t i o n s 

c o u l d be h a n d l e d w i t h o u t c o n s u l t i n g t h e ' c h i e f f o r a 

j u d g e m e n t . The L a u i c c h i e f s "were not t h e d i s p e n s e r s 

o f j u s t i c e f o r t h e i r p e o p l e . ... E v e r y t h i n g was r u l e d 

by c u s t o m and c o n v e n t i o n , and a l l b r e a c h e s o f t h e s e were 

condemned by p u b l i c o p i n i o n " < idem:84) . In e x p r e s s i o n , 

t h i s means t h a t c o n f l i c t s between i n d i v i d u a l p e r s o n s became 

a c o n f l i c t between g r o u p s . N o n e t h e l e s s , f o r s u b s i s t e n c e 
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a c t i v i t i e s , t h e c o m m u n i t i e s were e n t i r e l y d e pendent on 

l e a d e r s h i p . I v e n s s t a t e s : 

T h e p e o p l e o-f M a l a a r e e a s i l y d i s c o u r a g e d -from a 
p r o p o s e d c o u r s e o-f a c t i o n w h i c h e n t a i l s any d e p a r t u r e 
f r o m t h e a c c e p t e d o r t h e r e g u l a r c o u r s e o-f a c t i o n 
common t o a l 1 . E v e r y o n e d o e s t h e same t h i n g a t a l l 
t i m e s and i n a l l c i r c u m s t a n c e s , and e v e r y man a c t s 
a c c o r d i n g t o t h e v o i c e o-f t h e crowd, a d v i c e and d i r e c t i n g 
b e i n g - f r e e l y v o l u n t e e r e d by a l l t h o s e who happen 
t o be n e a r . I t i s p r a c t i c a l l y i m p o s s i b l e -for a man 
( a n d no woman w o u l d e v e r dream o-f d o i n g so) t o s t e e r 
an i n d i v i d u a l c o u r s e , t o s e t o u t t o do s o m e t h i n g 
w h i c h i s n o t c u s t o m a r y . T h e r e i s no i n d i v i d u a l i t y 
p o s s i b l e i n t h e i r l i v e s , and a l l a c t i o n s a r e per-formed 
a s i t were i n a body, e v e r y o n e d o i n g t h e same t h i n g 
day by day and a t a l l t i m e s . T h u s , w i t h t h e Lau 
p e o p l e , one day a l l go - f i s h i n g , t h e n e x t day t h e 
g r e a t e r number go t o t h e g a r d e n s , t h e t h i r d day e v e r y o n e 
g o e s c o l l e c t i n g c a n a r i u m n u t s < i dem:36) . 

Among t h e L a u , I v e n s s t a t e s , i t i s o n l y t h e " c h i e f " or 

" • f i g h t i n g - m a n " "who e v e r d o e s a n y t h i n g a t a l l o u t o-f t h e 

common. Such a one can a-f-ford t o go h i s own way. No 

one w i l l g a i n s a y him, but i n t h e end t h i n g s w i l l go on 

j u s t a s b e f o r e " < i dem) . 

The l e a d e r s h i p p a t t e r n u n c o v e r e d by Hogbin f o r t h e 

T o ' a b a i t a p e o p l e a t t h e n o r t h end o f t h e i s l a n d , w h i c h 

h o l d s f o r t h e i n t e r i o r p e o p l e s g e n e r a l l y , i s t h e a m b i l a t e r a l 

d i s t r i c t g r o u p h e a d e d up by a b i g man whose s t a t u s i s 

d e r i v e d , a f t e r t h e c l a s s i c f a s h i o n , by a c h i e v e m e n t r a t h e r 

than p r e s c r i p t i o n . T h e nowane i n o t o . a m b i t i o u s f o r r e c o g n i t i o n 

i n t h e w i d e r d i s t r i c t b e yond h i s own h a m l e t , b e g i n s by 

c u l t i v a t i n g l a r g e r g a r d e n s , r a i s i n g p i g s and a c c u m u l a t i n g 



t a f u l i a e . He a n n o u n c e s h i s i n t e n t i o n o-f h o s t i n g an a n c e s t r a l 

-feast a t a j u n i o r a n c e s t r a l s h r i n e , p e r h a p s t h a t o-f h i s 

own - f a t h e r . A s s i s t e d by h i s c l o s e r e l a t i o n s w i t h t a r o , 

p i g s and a r t i s t i c p e r f o r m a n c e s i n c l u d i n g t h e c e l e b r a t e d 

M a l a i t a n p a n p i p e o r c h e s t r a and b a l l e t s , he i n v i t e s a s 

g u e s t s o t h e r b r a n c h e s o-f t h e -family o-f t h e a n c e s t o r t o 

be h o n o r e d . T h e nowane i n o t o g i v e s s u c h m o r t u a r y - f e a s t s 

e v e r y -four t o - f i v e y e a r s , o r o-ftener d e p e n d i n g on h i s 

p r o d u c t i v i t y , a c c o r d i n g t o an e l a b o r a t e r i t u a l c y c l e . 

L a r g e - s c a l e m o r t u a r y - f e a s t i n g i n v o l v e s a commitment t o 

an o r g a n i z a t i o n a l e-f-fort t h a t e n t a i l s some p r a c t i c a l upward 

l i m i t , imposed by s u c h - f e a t u r e s a s t e c h n i c a l c o n s t r a i n t s 

on p r o d u c t i o n , ' c o g n a t i c d i s s o n a n c e ' -from t h e women out 

o-f whose whose l a b o r h i s renown i s c r e a t e d , and t h e p r e s e n c e 

o-f c o m p e t i n g nowane i n o t o whose r e s p o n s e s i n terms o-f 

c o u n t e r — f e a s t s i n v o l v e e v e r - e s c a l a t i n g s t a n d a r d s o-f l a r g e s s e . 

T h u s d i d M a l a i t a n l e a d e r s g i v e o r d e r s and d i r e c t 

community s u b s i s t e n c e e f f o r t s w i t h c o m p l e t e a u t h o r i t y . 

But t h i s a u t h o r i t y d e r i v e d f r o m t h e i r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f 

t h e a n c e s t o r s ' d e s i r e s , t h a t i s , upon a r e p u t a t i o n f o r 

57 F o r a d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e maoma f e a s t i n g c y c l e s , s e e 
C h a p t e r 1 i_n C a t h e r i n e T y h u r s t < 1986) , L a u - B a e l e l e a  
S e m a n t i c D i c t i o n a r y . U n i v e r s i t y o f B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a 
P r e s s , V a n c o u v e r , ( i n p r e s s ) . 



s a g a c i t y and s p e a k i n g t h e t r u t h < L a u / B a e l e l e a : mamana: 

r e d u p l i c a t i v e o-f O c e a n i c mana) . t h e proo-f o-f w h i c h was 

t h e community's p r o d u c t i v e s u c c e s s . 

M a l a i t a n t r a d i t i o n s o-f l e a d e r s h i p 

Was a d m i n i s t r a t i o n c o r r e c t i n t h i n k i n g t h a t t h e r e was 

no t r a d i t i o n o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a l aha s y s t e m i n t h e 

n o r t h ? W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o-f H o g b i n , most e t h n o g r a p h e r s , 

w h i c h i n c l u d e s I v e n s (1927, 1929), R o s s <1973), K e e s i n g 

( 1978/9) and T y h u r s t ( i n p r e s s ) , r e c o g n i z e d d i - f - f e r e n t 

t y p e s o-f n o r t h e r n l e a d e r , -for w h i c h nqwane i n o t o ( l i t . : 

" c e n t e r man") was a g e n e r i c t e rm. M a l a i t a n p o l i t i c a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n i s i n t e r e s t i n g m a i n l y i n t h a t i t d i v i d e d 

a u t h o r i t y among what Roger K e e s i n g h a s termed a " t r i u m v i r a t e 

o-f powers" ( 1 9 7 8 / 9 : 7 ) , w h i c h I w i l l term, s i n c e t h e y a r e 

i d e a l t y p e s , ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' , 'War-Maker' and ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' . 

A s we have s e e n i n C h a p t e r 3, De Coppet h a s termed t h e 

l e a d e r s o f t h e ' A r e ' a r e p e o p l e t h e a r a h a o r p e a c e - m a s t e r s . 

However, i t i s n o t c l e a r t o what e x t e n t t h e o t h e r two 

p e r s o n a g e s a r e p r e s e n t i n ' A r e ' a r e . The p e a c e - m a s t e r s 

were g i v e r s o f f e a s t s , but t h e i r c o u n t e r p a r t , t h e " m u r d e r e r , " 

i s i n s u f f i c i e n t l y d e v e l o p e d t o i d e n t i f y a s t h e 'War-Maker'. 

' A r e ' a r e r e l a t i v e t o p o p u l a t i o n s e l s e w h e r e on M a l a i t a , 

b e c a u s e o f t h e i r p r e s e n c e a t M a r a m i s i k e p a s s a g e between 

M a l a and S m a l l M a l a , were i n f l u e n c e d by t h e s y s t e m a s 



d e s c r i b e d by I v e n s among t h e S a ' a p e o p l e o f S m a l l M a l a , 

t h e m s e l v e s s i m i l a r i n s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t o t h e p e o p l e 

o f Ulawa. A l t h o u g h descent"'"at' S a ' a i s p a t r i l i n e a l , t h e 

p r i n c i p l e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l u n i t was t h e komu. a b i l a t e r a l 

k i n d r e d . In a d d i t i o n t o t h e k i n d r e d s , t h e p e o p l e o f S a ' a 

w ere d i v i d e d i n t o e i g h t " s e c t i o n s f o r " p u r p o s e s o f p u b l i c 

d u t i e s . " The " s e c t i o n s r o f men, 0 po'o n i mwane were each 

" a s s o c i a t e d w i t h an a n c e s t o r and w i t h b i r d s o r o t h e r c r e a t u r e s " 

<1927:68-9). C h i e f s , a l a h a . c o u l d be drawn f r o m o n l y 

two s e c t i o n s , and t h e s e were t h e o n l y s e c t i o n s t o t r a c e 

t h e i r g e n e o l o g i e s b e y o n d t h e s e c o n d a s c e n d i n g g e n e r a t i o n 

( 1 9 2 7 : 1 0 9 ) . T h e c u r r e n t c h i e f l y l i n e t r a c e d i t s d e s c e n t 

back t w e l v e g e n e r a t i o n s and were o r i g i n a l l y i m m i g r a n t s 

or c o n q u e r o r s . l t was a r e g u l a r p r a c t i c e a t S m a l l M a l a 

f o r commoners <apaloa) t o p r e s e n t g a r d e n p r o d u c e t o t h e 

a l a h a . T h e ' c h i e f s ' or ' c h i e f l y l i n e s ' had t h e f o l l o w i n g 

p owers. T h e y d i d n o t c o n f i s c a t e g a r d e n l a n d s , a l t h o u g h 

t h e y d i d l a y c l a i m t o t h e b o a t h a r b o r . The c h i e f ' s power 

was a l s o s u c h t h a t he c o u l d put a c l a i m on p i g s o r women. 

T h e s e p r i v i l e g e s o f t h e c h i e f were not e x t e n d e d d u r i n g 

s e a v o y a g e s where a l 1 p e r s o n s w e r e . e q u a l . 

The d e p e n d e n c e o f secular.'upon, r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y 

i s o b s e r v a b l e a t S a ' a . A l though-vit was t h e r u l i n g a l aha 

who s a c r i f i c e d t o a n c e s t o r s , whose b e n e f i c e n c e was e x t e n d e d 

http://conquerors.lt
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v i c a r i o u s l y t o t h e a p a l o a . t h e r i t u a l was c o n t r o l l e d by 

p r i e s t s who were t h e m s e l v e s a l s o o-f t h e c h i e - f l y s e c t i o n . 

" I f a n y t h i n g , t h e p r i e s t by v i r t u e o f h i s c l o s e a s s o c i a t i o n 

w i t h s p i r i t u a l t h i n g s was t h e l e a d e r . " " T o g e t h e r t h e y 

s t o o d f o r t h e w h o l e l i f e o f t h e p e o p l e , t h e name g i v e n 

t o them ... s i g n i f i e d ' t h e two who summed up e v e r y t h i n g . ' 

T h e p r i e s t s p o k e f o r t h e dead, and t h e c h i e f was t h e r o o t 

o f t h e l a n d " <Ivens 1927). T h e p r i n c i p a l s o c i a l f u n c t i o n 

o f t h e c h i e f was t o o r g a n i z e f e a s t s and s a c r i f i c e p i g s 

i n r e c o g n i z e d p u b l i c r e l i g i o u s o c c a s i o n s . Two o f t h e 

Sa'a s e c t i o n s were a s s o c i a t e d t r a d i t i o n a l l y w i t h war-making, 

and t h e y were named p a r a n i ramo. 

Th e a r a h a o r peace-maker and p r i e s t o f S a ' a were 

h e r e d i t a r y o f f i c e s . T h a t t h e p r i e s t s o f S a ' a came f r o m 

t h e c h i e f l y s e c t i o n r e i n f o r c e s t h e b a s i c r e l a t i o n o f d e p e n d e n c e 

upon s a c r e d l e g i t i m i z a t i o n o f s e c u l a r a c t i o n s a s s o c i a t e d 

w i t h M a l a i t a n f e a s t i n g . T h e p r i e s t s had d i r e c t communion 

w i t h t h e s p i r i t s o f t h e a n c e s t o r s . A t S a ' a t h e o f f i c e 

o f p r i e s t and a l a h a were c o n c e i v e d o f a s s e p a r a t e and 

i n d i v i d u a l , a l t h o u g h b o t h p e r s o n a g e s were f r o m t h e same 

' s e c t i o n o f men.' B u t , a t ' A r e ' a r e , i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e y 

were c o n f l a t e d i n one p e r s o n . 

T u r n i n g now t o t h e n o r t h end o f t h e i s l a n d , H o g b i n ' s 

d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e nowane i n o t o i s t h a t o f t h e c l a s s i c 
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' F e a s t - M a k e r , ' t h e i n d u s t r i o u s M e l a n e s i a n manager, p o w e r - b r o k e r , 

and b r i d e - w e a l t h f i n a n c i e r , who, t o g e t h e r w i t h h i s w i v e s , 

o p e r a t e d e x t e n s i v e g a r d e n s and p i g g e r i e s . He s t r i v e d 

t o g a i n p r e s t i g e f o r h i s d i s t r i c t g r o u p by m a k i n g l a v i s h 

s a c r i f i c e s a t t h e a n c e s t r a l s h r i n e s . H o g b i n d e s c r i b e s 

t h e 'War-Maker' o f f i c e a s nowane-ramo (man o f s t r e n g t h ) . 

T h i s c o n s t a b u l a r y s p e c i a l i s t had t h e r e p u t a t i o n o f b e i n g 

a f i e r c e and u n d a u n t e d k i l l e r s k i l l e d i n t a c t i c s o f ambush. 

He p o s s e s s e d k n o w l e d g e o f magic w h i c h r e n d e r e d him i n v u l n e r a b l e 

t o a r r o w s , b u l l e t s , and l a t e r , t o e s c a p e c o u r t c o n v i c t i o n s 

( T y h u r s t , i n p r e s s ) . H o gbin d e p i c t s t h e ramo a s c a r r y i n g 

out t h e w i s h e s o f t h e nowane i n o t o . He a v e n g e s m u r d e r s 

and d e a t h s by s o r c e r y i n e x c h a n g e f o r t a f u 1 i a e b o u n t y 

p u t up by t h e r e l a t i o n s o f t h e d e c e a s e d , who c o u l d n o t 

c a r r y o ut t h e r e v e n g e k i l l i n g t h e m s e l v e s b e c a u s e o f r e p r i s a l s 

f r o m t h e k i n o f t h e i m p u t e d m a l e f a c t o r . T he o r b i t o f 

ramo a c t i v i t i e s c a n n o t be l i m i t e d t o t h a t o f a v e n g i n g 

d e a t h s . B l o o d f e u d i n g c o u l d be p r e c i p i t a t e d by s w e a r s , 

i n s u l t s , t h e f t s and v i o l e n t c o n f r o n t a t i o n s ( K e e s i n g 1982:19). 

Whenever t h e r e was an i n f r a c t i o n o f c u s t o m t h e ramo s t o o d 

r e a d y t o e n f o r c e c o m p e n s a t i o n o r t o r o u n d up f u g i t i v e s 

w a n ted by o t h e r ramo i n o t h e r d i s t r i c t s o f t h e i s l a n d . 

Among t h e Kwaio, t h e o f f i c e was t h e 1amo ( K e e s i n g 1983) . 

R u s s e l 1 (1951) n o t e s t h a t t h e r e was a common bond between 
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t h e ramo o f d i f f e r e n t d i s t r i c t s and " t h e y s a t t o g e t h e r 

a s f r i e n d s . " 

A s an i n t e r m e d i a r y between s o r c e r e r s and r e l a t i o n s 

o f v i c t i m s , and between ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and g e n e r a l o f f e n d e r s , 

t h e 'War-Maker' h e l p e d c o n t a i n t h e s c o p e o f d i s p u t e s . 

T h i s c a n n o t be i n t e r p r e t e d a s r e s t i n g on a r u l e o f 'custom 

law' however; t h e ramos. p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t h e e a r l y c o l o n i a l 

p e r i o d , e a s i l y assumed t h e p l a c e o f g a n g s t e r s , a f a c t o r 

i n t h e movement of p o p u l a t i o n s f r o m bush t o c o a s t . B e c a u s e 

of t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f f i r e a r m s d u r i n g t h e l a b o r t r a d e , 

t h e i r power was i n c r e a s e d beyond measure and t h e r e s u l t 

was a t h i r t y - y e a r war i n w h i c h ramoki t u r n e d t o b o u n t y - h u n t i n g 

a s a p r o f i t - m a k i n g a c t i v i t y . T h e new weapons b r o u g h t 

an i n c r e a s e i n t h e e m p h a s i s on t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f d e a d l y 

f o r c e i n t h e management o f d i s p u t e s , and t h i s r e s u l t e d 

i n b r i n g i n g compel l a n c e t o r e l a t i v e l y more s o c i a l i m p o r t a n c e 

than p e r h a p s i n p r e - c o l o n i a l t i m e s . Hence a g r e a t e r p r e s t i g e 

a c c r u e d t o ramo s p e c i a l i s t s who w o u l d l e a d p u n i t i v e r a i d s 

a g a i n s t r e c r u i t e r s , m i s s i o n a r i e s and government o f f i c e r s 

who made p a c i f i c a t i o n , t h r o u g h p r o h i b i t i o n o f ammunition 

and s u r r e n d e r o f r i f l e s , a p r i o r i t y . 

H o g b i n g i v e s c o m p a r a t i v e l y l i t t l e a t t e n t i o n t o t h e 

' P eace-Maker' o f f i c e among t h e T o ' a b a i t a , but t h e d e s c r i p t i o n 

o f h i s f u n c t i o n s a r e c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e p a t t e r n r e c o r d e d 
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e l s e w h e r e i n t h e n o r t h . The p r i e s t , termed t h e a o f i a , 

had n o t h i n g t o do w i t h war e n t e r p r i s e s , and h i s p r i m a r y 

d u t y was m a i n t a i n i n g c o m m u n i c a t i o n w i t h t h e a n c e s t r a l 

s p i r i t s , t h e agaJ_o. W i t h o u t h i s o f f i c e s , " t h e p e o p l e 

have no way o-f a p p r o a c h i n g t h e i r a n c e s t o r s " and upon h i s 

d e a t h t h e y " c o n s i d e r e d t h e m s e l v e s t o be i n g r a v e d a n g e r " 

( H o g b i n 1939:74). T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p o-f t h e p e o p l e t o t h e 

a o a l o was d e s c r i b e d t o Hogbin i n an e x c h a n g e i d i o m : 

I t i s l i k e t h e m a r k e t . On t h e beach you have s e e n 
us e x c h a n g e t a r o -for - f i s h . In t h e h i l l s we c a r r y 
out f u n e r a l r i t e s , s a c r i f i c e s and d a n c e s t o p l e a s e 
t h e a k a l o . We e x c h a n g e w e e p i n g , p i g s , and d a n c i n g 
f o r t h e i r good w i l l . And t h e y g i v e us what we a s k . 

The ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and 'War-Maker' were a c h i e v e d p o s i t i o n s 

o f l e a d e r s h i p , but t h e 'Peace-Maker' b e c a u s e o f h i s n e c e s s a r y 

r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e a g n a t i c l i n e a g e o f a n c e s t o r s , was 

an i n h e r i t e d p o s i t i o n . 

I n d i g e n o u s l e a d e r s h i p t h e M a r c h i n o R u l e 

Some d a t a summarized by C o l i n A l l a n l e n d c r e d e n c e t o t h e 

n o t i o n t h a t t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s c o n t e m p o r a r y c l a i m t h a t 

t h e r e was no h i s t o r i c a l or s o c i a l s t r u c t u r a l p r e c e d e n t 

i n t h e n o r t h o f t h e a r a h a c u s t o m was e r r o n e o u s . A l l a n 

s a y s t h a t i n H o b g i n ' s t i m e , o n l y 31 p e r c e n t o f t h e g o v e r n m e n t ' s 

n a t i v e c o u n c i l e l d e r s were d e s c e n d e d f r o m t h e t h r e e p e r s o n a g e s . 

But o f t h e 106 f u l l o r l e a d e r c h i e f s o f t h e ' M a r c h i n g 
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R u l e , " 71 p e r c e n t were d i r e c t d e s c e n d a n t s o-f a f u n c t i o n a l 

i n d i g e n o u s a u t h o r i t y , and 14 p e r c e n t were SSEM t e a c h e r s 

<1950:41). A l l a n s a y s t h a t t h e p e o p l e " s e l e c t e d t h o s e 

whose f a t h e r s o r g r a n d f a t h e r s i n t h e memory of l i v i n g 

men had been d i s t i n g u i s h e d i n t h e i r c l a n a s one o f t h e 

t h r e e f u n c t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s " <1950:42).The o n l y i n d i g e n o u s 

h e r e d i t a r y o f f i c e was t h e a o f i a o r a r a h a . s o A l l a n ' s d a t a 

w o u l d s u g g e s t t h a t most o f t h e s e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' (pagan) 

l e a d e r s were r i t u a l e x p e r t s , s i n c e t h e r e w o u l d be no t r a d i t i o n a l 

r a t i o n a l e i n s e l e c t i n g new l e a d e r s whose f a t h e r s o r g r a n d f a t h e r s 

had been ramo o r nowane i n o t o . 

Marquand s u p p o r t s t h i s n o t i o n : 

T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e C o u n c i l s c o n s i s t e d o f t h e v i l l a g e 
c h i e f s who were a p p o i n t e d t o e a c h v i l l a g e , t h e l e a d e r 
c h i e f s who were a p p o i n t e d t o g r o u p s o f t h r e e o f f o u r 
v i l l a g e s , t h e f u l l c h i e f s c o n s i s t i n g o f two o r t h r e e 
a s s i s t a n t s t o t h e Head C h i e f , and t h e Head C h i e f 
h i m s e l f . P a r a l l e l w i t h t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n was t h e 
t r a d i t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n t o f 'heads o f l i n e s ' [ P e a c e - M a s t e r s ] . 
T h e s e l i n e h e a d s were h e r e d i t a r y p o s t s and were t h e 
s e n i o r men i n d i r e c t d e s c e n t f r o m t h e a n c e s t o r w o r s h i p p e d 
i n t h a t l i n e . In o t h e r w ords t h e y were n o t n e c e s s a r i l y 
t h e o l d e s t men o f t h e l i n e . T h e s e l i n e h e a ds r e t a i n e d 
t h e i r powers o v e r a l l f a m i l y m a t t e r s a s 
t h e y d i d t r a d i t i o n a l l y . In a c t u a l f a c t t h e y were 
u s u a l l y b u t n o t n e c e s s a r i l y a p p o i n t e d a s l e a d e r o r 
v i 1 1 a o e c h i e f s a s w e l 1 . Above t h i s p o i n t t h e r e was 
a c o m p l e t e b r e a k away f r o m t h e t r a d i t i o n a l o r g a n i z a t i o n , 
i n t h a t t h e Head C h i e f s and F u l l C h i e f s were u s u a l l y 
c h o s e n f r o m t h e r a n k s o f t h e t e a c h e r s o f t h e SSEM 
f o r e a c h d i s t r i c t ( E m p h a s i s s u p p l i e d ; Marquand 1949/59:36-7). 

A l t h o u g h A l l a n w o u l d m a i n t a i n t h a t t h e s y s t e m was m o d e l e d 

a f t e r t h e U.S. and B r i t i s h a d m i n i s t r a t i v e h i e r a r c h i e s , 



however, i n k e e p i n g w i t h t h e b a s i c p r i n c i p l e s e s t a b l i s h e d 

under t h e C h a i r and R u l e . Marquand s t a t e s t h a t " i n t h e 

c a s e o-f t h e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' t h e c o n t r o l was upwards and 

i n t h e c a s e o-f t h e government - f i r m l y downwards." 

Th e c h i e - f s o-f t h e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' were a l w a y s c a r e f u l 
t o e n s u r e t h a t a c o n t e m p l a t e d move was p o p u l a r b e f o r e 
s u b m i t t i n g i t t o t h e c o u n c i l . T h e goverment headmen, 
on t h e o t h e r hand, w i t h t h e d i s t r i c t o f f i c e r on h i s 
t a i l , f o r c e d any r e q u i r e d move t h r o u g h t h e c o u n c i l 
w i t h o u t r e g a r d f o r p o p u l a r o p i n i o n <1949/59:37). 

Not o n l y d i d t r a d i t i o n a l M a l a i t a n p o l i t i c a l l e a d e r s h i p 

r e s t on t h e r e l i g i o u s l e g i t i m a c y o f t h e a n c e s t r a l s p i r i t s , 

but when g i v e n t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o s e l e c t new l e a d e r s f r o m 

among t h e i r number, t h e p e o p l e s e l e c t e d ( o r s i m p l y r e a f f i r m e d 

t h e s t a t u s o f ) men whom t h e y were a c c u s t o m e d t o r e g a r d i n g 

a s b e i n g i n a p o s i t i o n o f d i s c u r s i v e a u t h o r i t y . A l t h o u g h 

t h e a l a h a s y s t e m a s a d e l i b e r a t i v e c o u n c i l o f c u s t o m e x p e r t s , 

a s i t d e v e l o p e d d u r i n g t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , had no p r e c e d e n t 

anywhere on t h e i s l a n d , t h e r e was i n d e e d a t r a d i t i o n o f 

r i t u a l a u t h o r i t y b a s e d on d e s c e n t g r o u p r a n k i n g i n t h e 

n o r t h a s w e l l a s i n t h e s o u t h . A remark by K e e s i n g a l s o 

h e l p s s u p p o r t t h i s v i e w . T h e o f f i c e o f a l a f a or c u s t o m 

c h i e f was i n t r o d u c e d d u r i n g t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e t o t h e Kwaio 

p e o p l e f r o m t h e s o u t h . But c u r i o u s l y , he s a y s p r i o r t o 

t h e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' : " i t seems p r o b a b l e t h a t Kwaio s e l d o m 

or n e v e r u s e d t h i s term; i f t h e y d i d , i t d e s i g n a t e d r i t u a l 
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— n o t p o l i t i c a l — i m p o r t a n c e ( K e e s i n g 1967:277). 

In s h o r t , t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e m i d d l e - m a n a g e r s who were 

no t SSEM t e a c h e r s were h i g h l y l i k e l y t o have been p e r s o n s 

who were i n t h e p o s i t i o n t o c l a i m t r a d i t i o n a l ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' 

s t a t u s . 

Paoan c o n c e p t s o-f t h e s a c r e d 

The ' P e a c e - M a k e r ' s r a n k - d e t e r m i n e d c l a i m t o o-f-fice a l s o 

h e l p s s u p p o r t t h e v i e w t h a t t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f p e a c e and 

community p r o s p e r i t y i n t h e s o c i a l o r d e r r e s t e d upon h i s 

' d i r e c t ' r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e a n c e s t r a l s p i r i t s , w h i c h 

were c o n c e i v e d o f a s o r g a n i z e d i n t o a g n a t i c s e g m e n t a r y 

l i n e a g e s , and w i t h whom he communicated t h r o u g h l a n g u a g e 

i n a d i s c o u r s e p r o d u c t i o n f o r m a t termed f o a . 

The i n d i g e n o u s s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l a r r a n g e m e n t s 

c o m p l i c a t e t h e h y p o s t a t i z e d n o t i o n o f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 

'big-man' p o l i t y . L e a d e r s h i p on M a l a i t a was d i v i d e d between 

a c h i e v e d s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t y among ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and 'War-Maker', 

and p r e s c r i b e d r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y i n t h e p e r s o n o f t h e 

' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' , t h e a o f i a o f t h e n o r t h , t h e a r a h a o f ' A r e ' a r e , 

and t h e p r i e s t s o f t h e c h i e f l y s e c t i o n s o f S a ' a . The 

r e l i g i o u s a u t h o r i t y l e g i t i m a t e d s e c u l a r a c t i o n s i n c l u d i n g 

s u b s i s t e n c e and m o r t u a r y f e a s t i n g o r g a n i z e d by t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' . 

Th e s a n c t i o n s o f g o v e r n a n c e r e s t e d i n t h e main upon t h e 

f o r c e o f c o n v e n t i o n and p u b l i c o p i n i o n , but t h e 'War-Maker' 
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t a f u 1 i a e c o m p e n s a t i o n , 

t o employ l e g i t i m a t e f o r c e . 

L e a d e r s h i p , f i n a l l y , d epended upon mamana w h i c h was 

t r u t h f u l s p e e c h i n t h e c o n t e x t o f an i n d i g e n o u s s o c i a l 

d i a g n o s t i c s . T h e s p e e c h o f t h e 'Peace-Maker' had mamana 

b e c a u s e he communicated d i r e c t l y w i t h t h e a n c e s t o r s ; t h a t 

o f t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' had mamana b e c a u s e he f o l l o w e d t h e 

r i t u a l c y c l e d i r e c t e d by t h e p r i e s t and b e c a u s e t h e f a c t s 

o f s e c u l a r a c h i e v e m e n t , t h e e m p i r i c a l t e s t , j u s t i f i e d 

b e l i e f i n h i s mamana. 

As Kenelm B u r r i d g e w r i t e s , M e l a n e s i a n r e l i g i o n had 

a u p o s i t i v i s t u o r i e n t a t i o n , and M e l a n e s i a n s had a " m a t t e r 

o f f a c t a p p r e c i a t i o n o f i t s f e a t u r e s , e v e n t s and r e l a t i o n s 

i n t e r m s o f w h i c h t h e y have t h e i r b e i n g . . . " ( " M e l a n e s i a n 

R e l i g i o n " t . s . p. 4 5 ) . L e a d e r s were i n t e r p r e t i v e e x e g e t e s , 

w i t h d i s c u r s i v e a u t h o r i t y , who i n f l u e n c e d and were i n f l u e n c e d 

by t h e p r e v a i l i n g s t r a t e g i e s o f i n d i g e n o u s s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s . 

N e a r l y e v e r y b i g man d e s c r i b e d i n M e l a n e s i a can be c o u n t e d 

on t o m a n i f e s t a c e r t a i n ' e l o q u e n c e w i t h s i g n s ' : i n h i s 

s t r a t e g i c p r o w e s s w i t h m a t e r i a l e x c h a n g e s , h i s c a p a c i t y 

o f o r a t o r y and h a r a n g u e , o r h i s s k i l l i n p l a n n i n g r a i d s 

( O l i v e r 1955; H o b g i n 1939). 

M e l a n e s i a n r e l i g i o n i s g e n e r a l l y marked by t h e a b s e n c e 
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o-f a s p e c i a l i z e d p r i e s t h o o d <cf. Chowning 1977:63-5), 

s o t h e i d e a l l e a d e r s h i p t y p e o-f t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' o-f 

M a l a i t a s t a n d s a s an anomaly w i t h r e s p e c t t o M e l a n e s i a n 

s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . The q u e s t i o n a r i s e s a s t o w h e t h e r 

t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' , t h e a o - f i a and a r a h a i n i t s n o r t h e r n 

and s o u t h e r n m a n i f e s t a t i o n , was a - f u l l o r p a r t - t i m e s p e c i a l i z a t i o n . 

T he a r a h a owned g a r d e n s and c o c o n u t t r e e s a s p a r t o-f t h e i r 

• f e a s t i n g o b l i g a t i o n s <De Coppet 1977:189), but a s n o t e d , 

i n t h e s o u t h g e n e r a l l y t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' 

were a s s o c i a t e d , i-f n o t i n t h e same p e r s o n t h e n i n t h e 

same g e n e o l o g i c a l ' s e c t i o n ' . In t h e p a r t s o f t h e n o r t h 

where t h e d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n o f r o l e s between ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' 

and ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' was more c o m p l e t e , a s among t h e B a e l e l e a 

o r F a t a l e k a ( R u s s e l l 1951), t h e a o f i a and a s s o c i a t e r i t u a l 

s p e c i a l i s t s v a r i o u s l y t e rmed t h e n o w a n i f o a . t a n i o t a , f a a t a b u 

e t c . , had t o o b s e r v e l o n g p e r i o d s o f r i t u a l s e c l u s i o n 

due t o t h e i r n eed t o ' d e - s a n c t i f y ' t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e 

d a n g e r s imposed by t h e i r communion w i t h t h e a q a l o k i . p e r i o d s 

i n w h i c h t h e r e s t o f t h e community was b u s i l y engaged 

i n s u b s i s t e n c e a c t i v i t i e s . T h u s t h e r e i s some s u p p o r t 

f o r t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' o f t h e n o r t h was 

a f u l l - t i m e s p e c i a l i z a t i o n , a t l e a s t a s much a s t h a t o f 

t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and p e r h a p s t o l e s s e r e x t e n t , t h e 'War-Maker'. 

However, u n t i l t h e ' M a r c h i n g R u l e ' <cf. "The G e n e r a t i o n 
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o f t h e P e o p l e o f Oau" i_n L a r a c y 1983:53-84) t h e r e was 

a p p a r e n t l y n o t h i n g i n i n d i g e n o u s n o t i o n s o f t h e s a c r e d 

w h i c h c o r r e s p o n d e d t o P o l y n e s i a n i n f l u e n c e s s u c h a s a u c h t h o n o u s 

gods o r c u l t u r e - h e r o e s . 

T h e a n c e s t r a l g h o s t o f M e l a n e s i a was i n most r e s p e c t s 

a b e i n g t o be d r e a d e d . I t n o t o n l y e x a c t e d h e a v y l a b o r 

f r o m i t s d e s c e n d e n t s , demanding e v e r l a r g e r g a r d e n s and 

e v e r more p i g s f o r s a c r i f i c i a l f e a s t s , but i t k i l l e d w i t h 

s i c k n e s s any d e s c e n d e n t who d i s o b e y e d or who b r o k e p o l l u t i o n 

t a b u s . The M a l a i t a n a k a l o . however, d i d n o t a p p e a r t o 

have an o p e n l y m a l e v o l e n t and c a p r i c i o u s a s p e c t a s d i d 

t h e g h o s t s o f Dobu o r Nanus, but n e i t h e r was i t c o m p l e t e l y 

'bound' by m a g i c o - 1 i n g u i s t i c i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y f o r m a t s s u c h 

a s was t h e horomorum demon of t h e S i u a i . The M a l a i t a n s 

had one s u c h f o r m a t however. T h i s was t h e t h e f a b u a p r a y e r 

o r s u p p l i c a t i o n f o r t h e a n c e s t o r ' s f o r g i v e n e s s s h o u l d 

any a c c i d e n t , h i t c h or m i s - e x e c u t i o n ( c f . A u s t i n 1963), 

s p o i l t h e r i t u a l s a c r i f i c e . T h u s i n e x c h a n g e f o r r i g i d 

o b e d i e n c e t o t h e c o d e s o f t h e s a c r e d and t o - t h e - 1 e t t e r 

r i t u a l s a c r i f i c e s ( w i t h i n t h e i n s t i t u i o n a l i z e d ' p r o v i s o ' 

o f f a b u a ) . t h e a n c e s t o r s w i t h h e l d s i c k n e s s . The c y c l e 

o f a n c e s t r a l m o r t u a r y f e a s t i n g , by e n e r g i z i n g t h e community 

i n s u b s i s t e n c e a c t i v i t i e s , a s s u r e d abundant f o o d . The 

a n c e s t o r ' s i n f l u e n c e was l o c a l i z e d i n t h e t e r r i t o r y o f 



t h e beu abu. c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e " a g e - o l d " s e p a r a t i o n o-f 

t h e l a n g u a g e c o m m u n i t i e s d i s c u s s e d by I v e n s was a - f u n c t i o n 

o-f t h e pagan r e l i g i o n . O u t s i d e t h i s t e r r i t o r y t h e a n c e s t o r ' 

power d i m i n i s h e d w i t h d i s t a n c e , but was not a l t o g e t h e r 

l o s t . Famine and e p i d e m i c s were i n s t i g a t e d by " - f o r e i g n 

s p i r i t s " , i . e . , t h e a n c e s t o r s o-f " u n r e l a t e d " p e o p l e <c-f. 

De Coppet 1981:187). 
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C h a p t e r 6. T h e D o c t r i n a l Q r i c t i n s o f t h e SSEM 

Fo u r m i s s i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n s o p e r a t e d i n t h e s o u t h - e a s t 

S o lomons: t h e M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n , t h e M a r i s t s , t h e S o u t h 

Sea E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n (SSEM) and t h e S e v e n t h Day A d v e n t i s t s . 

One o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e s between M a l a i t a and o t h e r i s l a n d s 
58) 

i n t h e g r o u p was t h e l o n g dominance t h e r e o f t h e SSEM. I t 

w o u l d seem p r i m a f a c i e o b v i o u s t h a t an i n q u i r y i n t o t h e 

i d e o l o g i c a l e l e m e n t s o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e must i n v o l v e 

an i n q u i r y i n t o t h e i n f l u e n c e o f t h i s m i s s i o n i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

The SSEM r e p r e s e n t e d t h e l a t e s t i n c u r s i o n i n t o M e l a n e s i a , 

f o l l o w i n g t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y c o m i n g t o t h e w e s t e r n 

i s l a n d s o f t h e M e t h o d i s t s and London M i s s i o n a r y S o c i e t y 

(LMS) t o w e s t e r n M e l a n e s i a , o f what can o n l y be c o n s i d e r e d 

a f u n d a m e n t a l i s t , n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l C h r i s t i a n i t y . The 

SSEM may be t r a c e d i n i t s d o g m a t i c o r i g i n s t o t h e A wakening 

of 1859, t h e r e v i v a l i s m o f Moody and Sankey o f t h e 1868s, 

and t h e g e n e r a l i m p u l s e t o n o n - d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n 

o f t h e l a t t e r d e c a d e s o f t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . Termed 

V i c t o r i a n E v a n g e l i c a l i s m t o d i s t i n g u i s h i t f r o m t h e e a r l i e r 

E v a n g e l i c a l work o f t h e LMS, " t h e new movement was c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h f a i t h and s o c i a l j u s t i c e , and l i k e t h e o l d e r r e v i v a l 

58 " I n 1942 n e a r l y h a l f o f M a l a i t a w i t h a t o t a l p o p u l a t i o n 
p o s s i b l y u n d e r e s t i m a t e d a t 48,888, was C h r i s t i a n 
— 9,888 SSEM, 5,888 A n g l i c a n and about 4,888 C a t h o l i c . " 
Hugh L a r a c y , 1971. " M a r c h i n g R u l e and t h e M i s s i o n s " . 
J o u r n a l o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y 6:96-114; p.184. The 

v i l l a g e breakdown f o r M a l a i t a and San C r i s t o v a l was 
295 SSEM, 39 M a r i s t and 123 M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n ( C o c h r a n e 
1971:79). 



-16? -

a p p e a l e d b o t h t o t h e p oor and d e p r e s s e d , and t h e h u m a n i t a r i a n 
59) 

u pper and m i d d l e c l a s s e s . " F o l l o w i n g t h e s p i r i t u a l l e a d 

o-f t h e m i d - c e n t u r y A b o l i t i o n i s t s , t h e V i c t o r i a n E v a n g e l i c a l s 

made t h e i r mark i n E n g l a n d , New Z e a l a n d and A u s t r a l i a 

i n a g i t a t i o n s a g a i n s t t h e P a c i - f i c l a b o r t r a d e . 

The s t a n c e o-f t h e SSEM w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e g e n e r a l 

V i c t o r i a n E v a n g e l i c a l movement, w i t h r e s p e c t t o ' s o c i a l 

j u s t i c e , ' however, ha s been q u e s t i o n e d ( c f . H i l l i a r d 1969). 

Amongst t h e I s l a n d e r s , t h e H i g h C h u r c h A n g l i c a n s o-f t h e 

M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n <MM) t e n d e d t o s u p p o r t i n t h e i r r i t u a l 

and d o c t r i n e s t h o s e n a t i v e t r a d i t i o n s w h i c h were i n o - f - f e n s i v e 

t o t h e i r s p i r i t u a l b e l i e f s , but t o w a r d w h i c h t h e V i c t o r i a n 

E v a n g e l i c a l s a d o p t e d s t r i c t p r o h i b i t i o n a r y v i e w s . 

P l a c i n g t h e i r f a i t h t o t a l l y i n t h e H o l y S p i r i t and 

i n H o l y S c r i p t u r e , t h e "most p o s i t i v e v a l u e " o f g e n e r a l 

V i c t o r i a n E v a n g e l i s m , s t a t e s Gunn, was " i t s r e v i v a l o f 

t h e s p i r i t o f ecumenism and o p t i m i s m . " I t i s on t h i s 

p o i n t t h a t t h e SSEM most s t r o n g l y f a l l s i n t o t h e V i c t o r i a n 

E v a n g e l i c a l m o d e l . 

Th e w i d e r s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h e SSEM was r e c e n t l y 

n o t e d by B a r r , who s t a t e s t h a t i t was t h e r e g i o n a l " p r o t o t y p e " 

59 W.N. Gunson <1974-5), " V i c t o r i a n C h r i s t i a n i t y i n 
t h e S o u t h S e a s . A S u r v e y . " J o u r n a l o f R e l i o i o u s H i s t o r y . 
8:189. 
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o f t h e i n d e p e n d e n t , e c s t a t i c , H o l y S p i r i t c h u r c h e s w h i c h 

t o d a y a r e f o u n d t h r o u g h o u t g r e a t e r Mel a n e s i a. ̂ 0 : > 

D o c t r i n a l E l e m e n t s o f E v a n o e l i c a l F u n d a m e n t a l i s m 

Whatever e l s e i t d o e s , F u n d a m e n t a l i s m c h a l l e n g e s t h e 

r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n s o f d e n o m i n a t i o n a l c h u r c h e s and o t h e r 

s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s b a s e d on an i n t e r p r e t i v e e x e g e s i s 

o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e s . The F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s b e l i e v e d t h a t 

t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n and t h e N a p o l e o n i c Wars were t h e 

f u l f i l l m e n t o f c e r t a i n p r o p h e t i c e s o f D a n i e l and R e v e l a t i o n s , 

a s i n i t a t i n g t h e l a s t s i n f u l d a y s o f t h e e a r t h ; t h e y v i e w e d 

t h e i r own t i m e s a s s u f f e r i n g under t h e " v i a l s o f w r a t h " 

(Rev. 16) . 

T h e y r e j e c t e d t h e A u g u s t i n i a n d o c t r i n e o f t h e a l l e g o r i c a l 

r a t h e r t h an l i t e r a l f u l f i l l m e n t o f p r o p h e c y . They t a u g h t 

t h a t t h e i n s t i t u t e d C h u r c h was c o r r u p t , and p r o j e c t e d 

B i b l i c a l p r o p h e t i c e v e n t s i n t o a c t u a l , n e a r - t e r m , o r a s 

i t was termed t h e "any-moment", f u t u r e . 

T h e i r n o t i o n o f t h e Pre-mi11 e n i a l S e c o n d A d v e n t , 

t h a t C h r i s t w o u l d r e t u r n b e f o r e t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e t h o u s a n d - y e a r 

r e i g n o f h i s C h u r c h on E a r t h , t h e M i l l e n i u m , was a d o c t r i n e 

h e r e t i c a l t o most A n g l i c a n s . A c c o r d i n g t o t h e r e l i g i o u s 

60 John B a r r (1983) "A S u r v e y o f E c s t a t i c Phenomena 
and ' H o l y S p i r i t Movements' i n M e l a n e s i a " . O c e a n i a 
5 4 ( 2 ) : 1 1 2 . B i b l i o g r a p h y . See a l s o John B a r r and 
G a r y Trompf (1983) " I n d e p e n d e n t C h u r c h e s and R e c e n t 
E c s t a t i c Phenomena i n M e l a n e s i a : a S u r v e y o f M a t e r i a l s " 
and G a r y T r o m p f , " I n d e p e n d e n t C h u r c h e s i n M e l a n e s i a " . 
Ocean i a 5 4 ( 1 ) : 4 8 - 7 2 . A n o t h e r p o s s i b l e p r o t o t y p e 
i s d i s c u s s e d by D a v i d W e t h e r e l 1 and C h a r l o t t e C a r r - G r e g 
( 1 9 8 4 ) , "Moral-Rearmament i n Papua, 1931-42. O c e a n i a 
5 4 ( 3 ) : 177-203. 
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h i s t o r i a n S a n d e e n , ^ ^ t h e l i t e r a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o-f B i b l i c a l 

p r o p h e c i e s was combi n e d w i t h a " p r o n o u n c e d s e n s e o-f d i s i 1 1 u s i onmen 

w i t h c o n t e m p o r a r y s o c i e t y and a k i n d o-f - f a i l u r e o-f n e r v e . " 

The p r e - m i1 1 e n i a l i s t s who embraced t h e n e a r S e c o n d A d v e n t 

"abandoned c o n f i d e n c e i n man's a b i l i t y t o b r i n g a bout 

s i g n i f i c a n t and l a s t i n g s o c i a l p r o g r e s s and t h e C h u r c h ' s 

a b i l i t y t o stem t h e t i d e o f e v i l , c o n v e r t m a n k i n d t o C h r i s t i a n i t y , 

or even t o p r e v e n t i t s own c o r r u p t i o n " ( i d e m : 1 3 ) . 

N i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y F u n d a m e n t a l i s t s were u n i t e d on 

many v i e w p o i n t s and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s , s u c h a s B i b l i c a l 

i n e r r a n c y and t h e P r e - M i1 1 e n i a l S e c o n d A d v e n t , but i n t e r n a l l y 

t h e movement e x p e r i e n c e d a t e n s i o n between two i n t e r p r e t i v e 

e x e g e s e s , termed H i s t o r i c i s m and F u t u r i s m w h i c h f r a m e d 

r e s p e c t i v e l y p e s s i m i s t i c and o p t i m i s t i c o u t l o o k s on t h e 

r e l a t i o n o f t h e community o f C h r i s t i a n s t o t h e w i d e r s o c i e t y . 

H e n r y Drummond, a p r o m i n e n t e x e g e t e , s h a r e d w i t h 

Edward I r v i n g t h e h i s t o r i c i s t v i e w s , b e l i e v i n g t h a t some 

B i b l i c a l p r o p h e c i e s had a l r e a d y been f u l f i l l e d , s p e c i f i c a l l y , 

t h e f i r s t f i f t e e n o r s o c h a p t e r s o f R e v e l a t i o n s . T he 

H i s t o r i c i s t s e m p l o y e d a s y s t e m o f B i b l i c a l e x e g e s i s w h i c h 

61 E r n e s t R. Sandeen <1979). T h e R o o t s o f F u n d a m e n t a l i s m : 
B r i t i s h and A m e r i c a n Mi 1 1 e n a r i a n i s m . 1898-1939. U n i v e r s i t y 
o f C h i c a g o P r e s s . 
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e l a b o r a t e d a '1 day = 1 y e a r ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o-f p r o p h e t i c 

c h r o n o l o g y . T h i s was s u s t a i n e d a s a h e u r i s t i c r u l e by 

t h e m u t u a l l y r e - f e r e n t i a l r e c a p i t u l a t i o n o f D a n i e l i n R e v e l a t i o n s . 

The h i s t o r i c i s t s b e l i e v e d t h a t B i b l i c a l p r o p h e c i e s were 

b e i n g - f u l f i l l e d d u r i n g t h e i r t i m e s . 

A f t e r 1845, t h e P l ymouth B r e t h r e n , under t h e l e a d e r s h i p 

o f John N e l s o n D a r b y , was t h e most i m p o r t a n t body o f m i l l e n a r i a n 

b e l i e v e r s . T h e s e F u t u r i s t s a t t a c k e d t h e '1 y e a r = 1 

day' r e c k o n i n g . T h e y d e n i e d t h a t f u l f i l l m e n t o f B i b l i c a l 

p r o p h e c y was n e c e s s a r y p r i o r t o t h e S e c o n d A d v e n t . T h e y 

r e j e c t e d t h e k e y h e u r i s t i c r u l e o f t h e H i s t o r i c i s t s t h a t 

i n t h e s c r i p t u r a l ' c o d e ' a day e q u a l s one y e a r . T h a t 

t h e A d v e n t c o u l d be imminent, t h a t t h e h e u r i s t i c r u l e 

was n o t r e l i a b l e , a s d e m o n s t r a t e d by man's f a i l u r e t o 

p r e d i c t t h e d a t e , p l a c e d t h e m a t t e r e n t i r e l y i n t h e hands 

of God. 

D i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s m was an i m p o r t a n t new d o c t r i n a l 

e l e m e n t . T h e F u t u r i s t s " b e l i e v e d t h a t none o f t h e e v e n t s 

p r e d i c t e d i n R e v e l a t i o n s ( f o l l o w i n g t h e f i r s t t h r e e c h a p t e r s ) 

had y e t o c c u r e d , and t h a t t h e y w o u l d n o t o c c u r u n t i l t h e 

end o f t h i s d i s p e n s a t i o n " (Sandeen i b i d : 1 4 ) . Under t h e 

n o t i o n o f d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s m , h i s t o r y was d i v i d e d i n t o 

d i s t i n c t e r a s marked by d i f f e r e n t p r i e s t h o o d s , each w i t h 

"a d i f f e r e n t economy o f t h i n g s " A c c o r d i n g t o one e x e g e s i s , 

62 A l e x a n d e r Campbel1, <1846). M i l l e n i a l H a r b i n o e r . 
J a n u a r y , p. 2. J_n Sandeen 1978:68. 
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t h e g r e a t e r a s i n m a n k i n d ' s h i s t o r y were marked by a d i f f e r e n t 

e x p r e s s i o n o f God's w i l l . Hence t h e S e c o n d Coming c o u l d 

be "any moment" c o m i n g . A s Sandeen comments, " t h e e x p e c t a t i o n 

o f t h e imminent A d v e n t , w i t h 'no o b s t a c l e i n t h e way o f 

C h r i s t ' s r e t u r n ' a s D a rby p u t s i t , p r o v e d t o be one o f 

t h e g r e a t e s t a t t r a c t i o n s o f d i s p e n s a t i o n a l t h e o l o g y " ( 1 9 7 8 : 6 4 ) . 

A l o n g w i t h t h e o l d e r d o c t r i n e o f t h e P r e m i l l e n i a l 

S e c o n d A d v e n t , Darby embraced a newer, and a l m o s t i n a c c e s s i b l e , 

d o c t r i n e t e rmed t h e " S e c r e t R a p t u r e " . T h e r e w o u l d be 

two A d v e n t s , t h e f i r s t one p u b l i c a s i n Matthew 24:27, 

and one s e c r e t , "an e v e n t s e n s i b l e t o t h o s e who p a r t i c i p a t e 

i n i t " . T h i s d o c t r i n e i s o f t h e utmost i m p o r t a n c e i n 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h e n o t i o n s t h a t t h e P l y m o u t h B r e t h r e n h e l d 

o f t h e m s e l v e s a s a C h r i s t i a n community. A c c o r d i n g t o Sandeen, 

t h e B r e t h r e n b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e C h u r c h was "not any o f 

t h e d e n o m i n a t i o n a l o r b u r e a u c r a t i c s t r u c t u r e s t h a t h i s t o r i c a l l y 

and p r e s e n t l y s o c l a i m e d " ( i b i d . : 6 2 ) . I n s t e a d , t h e C h u r c h 

was v i e w e d i n t e r m s o f s p i r i t u a l f e l l o w s h i p . In a metaphor 

o f t e n u s e d by t h e SSEM, t h e t r u e C h u r c h o f f e l l o w s h i p 

i s l i k e a b r i d e p r e p a r i n g h e r s e l f f o r h e r m a r r i a g e . A s 

t h e l i t e r a l h i s t o r i c i s t s waned i n t h e t i d e o f f u t u r i s m 

d u r i n g t h e 1868s, a new h e u r i s t i c r u l e f o r i n t e r p r e t i v e 

e x e g e s i s was i n t r o d u c e d : b e i n g p o s s e s s e d by t h e H o l y S p i r i t 
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was n e c e s s a r y t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e Word. A c c o r d i n g t o Sandeen, 

"one c o u l d , i f t a u g h t by t h e S p i r i t , d i s c o v e r t h e t r u t h 

and be r e a d y -for t h e c o m i n g B r i d e g r o o m " (idem:39) . 

T h e e m p h a s i s on s p i r i t u a l - f e l l o w s h i p , on t h e C h u r c h 

a s i t w o u l d be r a t h e r than was, w o u l d r e s u l t i n a g e n e r a l 

a t t i t u d e o-f o p t i m i s m and i n d u s t r i o u s p r e p a r a t i o n o-f " t h e 

B r i d e . " T h e C h u r c h s u b s i s t e d i n a s t a t e o-f c o n t i n u a l 

p r e p a r a t i o n , o-f c i r c u m s p e c t m o r a l i t y , good c h e e r and v i g o r o u s 

E v a n g e l i sm. 

F u t u r i s m was a c c e p t e d by most Mi 1 1 e n a r i a n s -from a b o u t 

t h e 1860s onwards, a l t h o u g h i t was a l w a y s i n a t e n s i o n 

w i t h H i s t o r i c i s t t e n d e n c i e s . The B r e t h r e n c o n t r i b u t e d 

two o r g a n i z a t i o n a l f e a t u r e s t o t h e m i l l e n a r i a n and f u n d a m e n t a l i 

movement: B i b l e s t u d y g r o u p s were p o p u l a r i z e d i f n o t 

o r i g i n a t e d i n modern f o r m by t h e B r e t h r e n w o r s h i p . T h e r e 

was a l s o new d r i v e and i m p e t u s t o f o r e i g n m i s s i o n , and 

i n A m e r i c a t h e B r e t h r e n were r e c o g n i z e d a s t h e i n s p i r a t i o n 

f o r t h e o n g o i n g E v a n g e l i c a l movement <idem:143). The 

e t h o s o f t h e b r i d e p r e p a r i n g f o r h e r h u s b a n d - t o - b e combined 

w i t h o t h e r e l e m e n t s t o f o r m a c r e e d s h a r e d among a l l t h e 

l a t t e r n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y mi 1 1 e n a r i a n s , summarized by 

Sandeen < 1970) a s : 

1. T h e l i t e r a l and n o t s i m p l y s p i r i t u a l f u l f i l l m e n t 
o f p r o p h e c y 
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2. T h e g o s p e l i s not i n t e n d e d t o s a v e a l l t h e w o r l d , 
t h e w o r l d i s i n c r e a s i n g l y c o r r u p t and r u s h e s t o 
j udgemen t 

3. Jews t o be r e s t o r e d t o P a l e s t i n e 

4. P r e - m i 1 1 e n i a l S e c o n d A d v e n t 

5. S c r i p t u r e s p r e p a r e one t o be r e a d y -for t h e B r i d e g r o o m . 

T he V i c t o r i a n E v a n g e l i c a l e m p h a s i s on s p r e a d i n g 

C h r i s t i a n - f e l l o w s h i p r e s u l t e d i n a number o-f u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 

E v a n g e l i c a l m i s s i o n e - f - f o r t s . In t h e 1930s i t was e s t i m a t e d 

t h a t t h e 64 u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n s had s t a f f w h i c h 

numbered w e l l o v e r 5,088, a m o u n t i n g t o between o n e - f i f t h 

and o n e - f o u r t h o f t h e e n t i r e w o r l d m i s s i o n a r y f o r c e , w i t h 

commitments r a n g i n g i n s i z e f r o m t h e C h i n a I n l a n d M i s s i o n 

t o many s m a l l e r e f f o r t s . In t h e B e l g i a n Congo a l o n e t h e r e 
63) 

were 44 m i s s i o n s , o f w h i c h 24 were u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l . 

T h e r e , t h e l o n g t r a d i t i o n o f m i l l e n a r i a n movements a r e 

l i n k e d t o t h i s e a r l y P r o t e s t a n t m i s s i o n p r e s e n c e . ^ 

63 f i g u r e s f r o m G.K. Grubb <1938). "The Work o f U n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 
M i s s i o n s " , I n t e r n a t i o n a l Review o f M i s s i o n s 27:497-585. 

64 P a r t i c u l a r l y w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e S a l v a t i o n Army. 
C f . E . A n d e r s s o n ( 1 9 5 8 ) . " M e s s i a n i c P o p u l a r Movements 
i n t h e Lower Congo" S t u d i a E t h n o o r a p h i c a U p s e l i e n s i a . 
XIV, U p s a l a . 
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An u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n i s one t h a t c o r r e s p o n d s 

t o no de-fined d e n o m i n a t i o n a l b a c k g r o u n d , nor i s i t -formed 

by t h e c o m b i n e d e-f-forts o-f two o r more d e n o m i n a t i o n s -for 

t h e s a k e o-f j o i n t e-f-fort. A c c o r d i n g t o Grubb, t h e u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 

m i s s i o n s owed t h e i r e x i s t e n c e t o t h e " s p o n t a n e o u s - f l o w e r i n g 

o-f an i n s p i r a t i o n c o m i n g i n t h e - f i r s t i n s t a n c e t o one 

i n d i v i d u a l , o r a t t h e most two o r t h r e e , who have s u b s e q u e n t l y 

b u i l t up a body o-f s u p p o r t e r s b e h i n d them w i t h o u t any 

r e f e r e n c e t o c h u r c h a-f-f i 1 i a t i on " < i b i d. : 498) . The w r i t e r 

s t a t e s t h a t 

The g r e a t e r - f l e x i b i l i t y o-f t h e i r methods o-f o r g a n i z a t i o n 
h a s a l l o w e d s c o p e t o t h e g i - f t e d and a c t i v e e v a n g e l i s t , 
t h e man o-f marked n a t u r a l t a l e n t and e n t h u s i a s m who 
d o e s n o t a l w a y s f i n d a c o n g e n i a l p l a c e i n t h e a c t i v i t i e s 
o f more h i g h l y o r g a n i z e d b o d i e s . T h e i r e m p h a s i s 
on v i t a l s p i r i t u a l p r i n c i p l e s , on t h e c e n t r a l t r u t h s 
o f C h r i s t i a n e x p e r i e n c e , r e d e m p t i o n , p e r s o n a l s a c r i f i c e 
and h o l i n e s s o f l i f e h a s been o f s e r v i c e t o t h e w h o l e 
m i s s i o n c a u s e . T h e i r v e r y u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l i s m h a s 
t e s t i f i e d t o t h e p r i o r n e c e s s i t y o f t h a t b a c k g r o u n d 
o f m y s t i c a l f e l l o w s h i p o f C h r i s t i a n men i n t h e e x p e r i e n c e 
o f C h r i s t f r o m w h i c h a l l o r g n i z a t i o n s must u l t i m a t e l y 
draw C h r i s t i a n s i g n i f i c a n c e , i f t h e y a r e t o p o s s e s s 
i t a t a l 1 (idem:499) . 

T h e p r o b l e m o f m o v i n g f r o m t h e communitas o f f e l l o w s h i p , 

t o t h e community o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l f o r m s , i s a c e n t r a l 

p r o b l e m f o r t h e C h r i s t i a n f a i t h . F o r Grubb, t h e l a c k 

o f s u s t a i n e d t h e o r y o f an i n d i g e n i z e d C h u r c h among t h e 

u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l s l e d t o two e x p e d i e n c e s b e i n g a p p l i e d 

" i n s i t u , e i t h e r a c o l o r l e s s C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s m o f t h e 
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m i s s i o n h a l l t y p e o r a m i s s i o n a r y d i c t a t o r s h i p " < i dem:501) . 

I f t h e s e a r e s t r u c t u r a l f l a w s i n t h e phenomenon o f u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 

m i s s i o n , we m i g h t f i n d them p r e s e n t i n t h e p r o b l e m p o s e d 

by t h e SSEM i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e c a s e 

d e m o n s t r a t e s a n o t h e r p o s s i b l e outcome o f i n d i g e n i z a t i o n : 

t h e f o r m a t i o n o f community a r o u n d a c o r e o f F u n d a m e n t a l i s t 

d o c t r i n e w h i c h was i n t e r p r e t e d and p r o m o t e d a s t h e o r i g i n a l , 

t r u e Custom o f t h e p e o p l e , t h e o r i g i n s o f " C h r i s t i a n Kastom." 

The u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n s had o n l y p r e c a r i o u s 

f i n a n c i a l b a c k i n g w h i c h l i m i t e d t h e s c o p e o f t h e i r t a c t i c a l 

commitment. T h e p r o b l e m o f s u s t a i n i n g a l o n g - t e r m p r e s e n c e 

i n v o l v e d s e c u r i n g a d e q u a t e l y t r a i n e d i n d i v i d u a l s and r e q u i r e d 

commitments t o h o s p i t a l and e d u c a t i o n a l o v e r h e a d s . In 

a d d i t i o n t o t e c h n i c a l k n owledge, Grubb n o t e s t h a t a move 

i n t o d e n o m i n a t i o n a l i s m a l s o r e q u i r e d knowledge o f " t h e 

s t r u c t u r e o f p r i m i t i v e s o c i e t y and many o t h e r s u b j e c t s " 

< idem:502) . 

F l o r e n c e Youno and t h e Q u e e n s l a n d Kanaka M i s s i o n 

The S o u t h S e a s E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n c l o s e l y c o n f o r m s t o 

t h e p a t t e r n s k e t c h e d by Grubb. F l o r e n c e Young, i t s f o u n d e r , 

was b o r n i n t o a p r o m i n e n t P l y m o u t h B r e t h r e n f a m i l y , t h e 

g r a n d - d a u g h t e r o f A d m i r a l S i r G e o r g e Young. Her f a t h e r , 

who had been t h e y o u n g e s t j u d g e i n I n d i a , r e t i r e d a f t e r 



t w e l v e y e a r s s e r v i c e , r e t u r n e d t o E n g l a n d and c o n v e r t e d 

t o C h r i s t i a n i t y . He w o u l d n o t a c c e p t t h e p e n s i o n , a s 

he was c o n v i n c e d t h a t he was " e n t i r e l y d e pendant on Sod 

•for h i s d a i l y n e e d s . " Her -family p r a c t i c e d s i m p l e B i b l e 

r e a d i n g d e v o t i o n s i n w h i c h t h e r e was..no q u e s t i o n a s t o 

t h e d i v i n e i n s p i r a t i o n and a u t h o r i t y o-f t h e S c r i p t u r e s . 

Her -family t a u g h t and b e l i e v e d , i n pt-h'ei'r s e p a r a t i o n f r o m 

t h e w o r l d , and were " z e a l o u s o f good works" Z5"1 

E d u c a t e d i n E n g l a n d , Young grew up i n New Z e a l a n d . 

She h a t e d s e w i n g and l o v e d b o y s ' games. By t h e age o f 

e i g h t s h e was t h e l a d y o f t h e h o u s e b e c a u s e o f an a i l i n g 

m o t h e r . She g a r d e n e d , k e p t h e n s , r o d e and r e a d W a l t e r 

S c o t t . In t h e mid-1870s sh e had d o u b t s about b e i n g C h r i s t i a n 

w h i c h were d i s p e l l e d when p r a y e r a v e r t e d a n e a r - d i s a s t e r 

a t s e a . 

In 1882 Y oung's t h r e e b r o t h e r s and two o t h e r g e n t l e m e n 

i n v e s t e d i n p l a n t a t i o n p r o p e r t y i n t h e r a p i d l y e x p a n d i n g 

Q u e e n s l a n d s u g a r i n d u s t r y . F a i r y m e a d p l a n t a t i o n employed 

e i g h t y l a b o r e r s f r o m t h e New H e b r i d e s and t h e Solomons 

under t h r e e - y e a r c o n t r a c t s . A s Young r e c o u n t s : 

I am ashamed t o s a y t h a t I had n e v e r t a k e n t h e s m a l l e s t 

65 F l o r e n c e Young < 1925) . P e a r l s f r o m t h e P a c i f i c . 
M a r s h a l 1 B r o t h e r s , London, p. 14 



i n t e r e s t i n m i s s i o n s t o t h e h e a t h e n . I t h o u g h t t h e p e o p l e 
i n t h e Homelands were -far more i m p o r t a n t . Y e t , l i k e many 
o t h e r s who h o l d t h i s v i e w , I d i d n o t h i n g -for t h e p e o p l e 
a t Home. But now God b r o u g h t me f o r t h e f i r s t t i m e i n t o 
c o n t a c t w i t h men and women who had n e v e r h e a r d o f C h r i s t , 
and f o r whom n o t h i n g was b e i n g done t o t e a c h them t h e 
way o f s a l v a t i o n . And i t seemed d r e a d f u l . I soon l e a r n e d 
t o l o v e them. T h e r e i s s o m e t h i n g v e r y a t t r a c t i v e a bout 
t h e s e S o u t h Sea I s l a n d e r s . M e r r y , w a r m - h e a r t e d , and v e r y 
r e s p o n s i v e t o k i n d n e s s . Y e t t h e r e was a n o t h e r and d a r k e r 
s i d e . F o r t h e y were men, n o t c h i l d r e n . Men w i t h f i e r c e 
p a s s i o n s , who came f r o m l a n d s where s a v a g e m u r d e r s and 
c a n n i b a l i s m were f r e e l y p r a c t i c e d . T h e y a c q u i r e d o n l y 
t o o r e a d i l y t h e w h i t e man's v i c e s . D r i n k i n g , g a m b l i n g , 
s w e a r i n g and f i g h t i n g were a l m o s t u n i v e r s a l . <1925:39) 

F o r f o u r y e a r s , F l o r e n c e Young c o n d u c t e d Sunday s c h o o l 

on h e r p l a n t a t i o n , b e g i n n i n g w i t h " t e n s t a l w a r t men" and 

t h e h o u s e - g i r l . I t must be remembered t h a t p i d g i n E n g l i s h 

had not y e t d e v e l o p e d i n t o n e o - M e l a n e s i a n , and c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

was d i f f i c u l t . She t a c k e d t o a w a l l a b o l d l y p r i n t e d 

John 3:16: 

P o i n t i n g t o t h e f i r s t word, t h e t e a c h e r s a i d , "God"; 
t h e w h o l e c l a s s r e p e a t e d t h e word "God"; "So," 
"So"; " L o v e d , " " L o v e d " . T h r e e words were enough 
t o b e g i n w i t h . We w o u l d go o v e r and o v e r t h e 
same words t i l t h e s c h o l a r s were q u i t e s u r e o f 
them. T h e f i r s t c l a u s e was r e a d by t h e c l a s s . 
Then f o l l o w e d an a t t e m p t t o e x p l a i n t h i s one c l a u s e 
i n p i g i n E n g l i s h . S e n t e n c e by s e n t e n c e t h e w h o l e 
v e r s e was t h u s t a u g h t . Each s c h o l a r was g i v e n 
a l a r g e - t y p e New T e s t a m e n t , and t h e v e r s e was 
u n d e r l i n e d w i t h r e d i n k <1925:48). 

A l t h o u g h t h e SSEM h a s o f t e n been c r i t i c i s e d f o r l i m i t i n 

i t s e d u c a t i o n a l e f f o r t t o B i b l e r e a d i n g , t h e impact 

66 c f . D a v i d H i l l i a r d <1969). "The S o u t h Sea E v a n g e l i c a l 
M i s s i o n i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d s " , J o u r n a l o f P a c i f i c  
H i s t o r y 4:43. 
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o f l i t e r a c y a l o n e was l a t e r , i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , t o 

have an immense e f f e c t on d e v e l o p m e n t . The f o l l o w i n g 

y e a r Young e x t e n d e d her m i s s i o n t o o t h e r p l a n t a t i o n s and 

f o r m e d t h e Q u e e n s l a n d Kanaka M i s s i o n w i t h f u n d s c o n t r i b u t e d 

by p e o p l e , a f t e r t h e model o f Hudson T a y l o r , r e s p o n d i n g 

t o a c i r c u l a r l e t t e r c o v e r i n g t h e " f a c t s and t h e n e e d " . 

By t h e l a t e 1898s t h e l a b o u r e r s were p a r t i c i p a t i n g 

i n m i s s i o n s e r v i c e s i n d r o v e s . But numbers c a n n o t t e l 1 

t h e w h o l e s t o r y . T h e r e can be no m i s t a k i n g t h e deep and 

p e r s o n a l f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e s o f t h e f o l l o w i n g 

sermon g i v e n by a Solomon I s l a n d e r , on t h e t e x t 2 C o r i n t h i a n s 

5:17, and t h e a t m o s p h e r e o f f e l l o w s h i p w h i c h i t c o n v e y s : 

" F r i e n d s " s a i d he, "Me want t o speak t o d a y o f what 
God s a y h e r e . One t i m e a l o n g I s l a n d we l i k e bad 
t h i n g s — bows and a r r o w s , s p e a r s and t a k u . We 1 i k e 
f i g h t , we l i k e k i l l p l e n t y . We p l e n t y f r i g h t a l o n g 
d e v i l - d e v i l , b ut we no s a v e e God. By-and-by we come 
a l o n g Q u e e n s l a n d , we l i k e a l l - s a m e , f i g h t , swear, 
d r i n k g r o g ; b e c a u s e h e a r t b e l o n g us bjjack, bad a l t o g e t h e r 
— t h e s e o l d t h i n o s . / By-and-by we come t o s c h o o l . 
M a s t e r t e a c h us God s a v e e we poor s i n n e r s . God l o v e 
u s . He s e n d J e s u s t o s a v e u s , t o d i e a l o n g c r o s s 
f o r u s , and we must b e l i e v e i n Him. / Now, v e r y good 
you come t o J e s u s . You t a k e Him. You no o o o d . but 
s u p p o s e you t r u s t i n Him, He wash h e a r t b e l o n g y o u . 

He f o r g i v e you b e c a u s e He d i e f o r y o u . He come, 
s t o p a l o n g y o u r h e a r t . He make you a l t o g e t h e r new  
man by H i s H o l y S p i r i t ; then you no f i g h t and d r i n k 
and s w e a r . You l o v e one a n o t h e r . You l i k e p r a y 
t o God and r e a d H i s word. " A l l t h i n o s a r e become 
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new'. / One t h i n g more. You t h i n k s u p p o s e you come 
t o s c h o o l you a l l r i g h t ? S u p p o s e you s a v e e about 
J e s u s , t h a t s a v e y o u ? No. P l e n t y w h i t e man s a v e e 
J e s u s a l o n g head, t h a t no good — Me must b e l i e v e  
i n J e s u s a l o n g h e a r t , we must t r u s t i n Him and t a k e 
Him f o r our M a s t e r . J e s u s He g o o d — f e l l o w M a s t e r . 
We no s t r o n g , b u t J e s u s , He p l e n t y s t r o n g . He keep 
u s . He no l o s e us — we b e l o n g t o Him. We ask Him 
t e a c h us c a t c h men, and b r i n g them t o J e s u s . He 
l o v e u s p l e n t y , and we l o v e Him. / We no s e e Him 
now. By-and-by He come a g a i n , and then we s e e Him. 
Mrs Deck, s h e s t o p a l o n g S i d n e y . We no s e e h e r , 
but a l 1 same we s a v e e s h e s t o p t h e r e . By-and-by s h e 
come h e r e , we l o o k a l o n g -face b e l o n g h e r , we v e r y 
g l a d . 
A l 1 - s a m e J e s u s . We no s e e F a c e b e l o n g Him y e t , but 
we s a v e e a l 1 - s a m e He s t o p a l o n g H e a v e n — by-and-by 
He come, we l o o k a l o n g F a c e b e l o n g Him, and then 
we p l e n t y g l a d ! " ( Young's emphases, idem:168) . 

From 1898 t o 1900, F l o r e n c e Young d e l e g a t e d t h e QKM 

r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t e s and, under t h e i n - f l u e n c e o-f Hudson T a y l o r , 

s e r v e d w i t h t h e C h i n a I n l a n d M i s s i o n u n t i l t h e Boxer R e b e l l i o n . 

Her w i d e s p r e a d c o n t a c t s w i t h o t h e r m i l l e n a r i a n s i n t h e 

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g w o r l d had i m p o r t a n t c o n s e q u e n c e s i n f u n d - r a i s i n g 

and d e v e l o p i n g a p r a c t i c e o f u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l m i s s i o n . 

M e a n w h i l e , i n Q u e e n s l a n d , t h e M e l a n e s i a n p l a n t a t i o n 

l a b o r e r s were e n t h u s i a s t i c . Once, o v e r a h u n d r e d were 

b a p t i z e d i n a l a r g e ' B e t h e s d a ' t y p e s e r v i c e . Mr S o u t h w i c k 

r e c a l 1 e d , 

S i t t i n g i n t h e N o r t h B u n d a b e r g H a l l , w i t h o v e r two 
h u n d r e d e a g e r happy f a c e s i n f r o n t , one had a g l i m p s e 
o f what t h e j o y and s a t i s f a c t i o n o f t h e L o r d w i l l 
be when H i s b r i d e s h a l l have made h e r s e l f r e a d y and 
s h a l l be p r e s e n t e d f a u l t l e s s b e f o r e t h e p r e s e n c e 



o-f H i s g l o r y w i t h e x c e e d i n g j o y ( 1 9 2 5 : 1 8 8 ) . 

When a t t h e t u r n o-f t h e c e n t u r y , t h e p r o m i n e n c e o-f t h e 

i s l a n d l a b o u r c o n t i n g e n t and t h e i r i n t e g r a t i o n i n t o t h e 

s o c i e t y s t i r r e d a n a t i v i s t p o l i t i c a l p o l i c y -for a "White 

A u s t r a l i a " , t h e m i s s i o n r e s p o n d e d t o t h e need -for m i n i s t r a t i o n 

i n t h e i s l a n d s , p o i s i n g i t s e l - f t o -follow t h e i s l a n d e r s 

back t o t h e i r homes a s t h e S o u t h Sea E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n . 

P r i o r t o t h e r e p a t r i a t i o n , some Q u e e n s l a n d c o n v e r t s , 

n o t a b l y P e t e r Ambuo-fa and B e n j a m i n F o o t a b o u r y o-f M a l a i t a , 

had e s t a b l i s h e d C h r i s t i a n s e t t l e m e n t s t h e r e upon t h e e x p i r y 

o-f t h e i r l a b o u r c o n t r a c t s , and t h e y were e a g e r -for t h e 

m i s s i o n a r i e s t o come. 

Summing up t h e a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s o f t h e QKM i n A u s t r a l i a 

on t h e eve o-f t h e r e p a t r i a t i o n o-f t h e i s l a n d l a b o u r e r s 

i n 1987, Young w r o t e t h a t 11 m i s s i o n c e n t e r s t h r o u g h o u t 

Q u e e n s l a n d had emp l o y e d 19 E u r o p e a n m i s s i o n a r i e s . T h o u s a n d s 

o-f i s l a n d e r s a t t e n d e d B i b l e r e a d i n g c l a s s e s . Over 2,488 

were c o n v e r t e d and b a p t i z e d , a q u a r t e r o-f whom were Mal a i t a n s . 

A h u n d r e d o r s o q u a l i f i e d a s n a t i v e t e a c h e r s , and t h e y 

h e l d - f o r t h a t c l a s s e s h e l d under m i s s i o n a r y s u p e r v i s i o n . 

A-fter o p e r a t i o n s t r a n s f e r r e d t o t h e i s l a n d s , an a d d i t i o n a l 

3,788 b a p t i s m s w o u l d be c o n d u c t e d by 1924 (Young 1925:181;245). 

Th e p r e c e d i n g m a t e r i a l h e l p s s u p p o r t t h e c o n t e n t i o n 
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t h a t t h e m o t i v e t o engage i n M i s s i o n l a y i n t h e s e a r c h 

•for s p i r i t u a l f e l l o w s h i p , t h e - f a c t o r w h i c h u n i t e d t h e 

n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y m i l l e n a r i a n i m p u l s e . I t was o n l y s e c o n d a r i l y 

s a n c t i o n e d by t h e c o m m i s s i o n o-f Matthew 23:18-28. The 

SSEM s p r a n g -from t h e F u t u r i s t o r i e n t a t i o n o-f p r e p a r i n g 

t h e B r i d e o-f C h r i s t r a t h e r than a H i s t o r i c i s t o r i e n t a t i o n 

o-f h a s t e n i n g t h e a - f t e r - t i m e s . 

One o-f t h e e l e m e n t s o f C h r i s t i a n d o c t r i n e d i s s e m i n a t e d 

i n M a l a i t a by t h e m i l l e n a r i a n s o f t h e QKM was t h e v e r y 

i d e a o f an i n c i p i e n t i n s t i t u t i o n . T h e image o f t h e B r i d e 

o f C h r i s t p r e p a r i n g h e r s e l f , a w a i t i n g h e r R a p t u r e i n t o 

Heaven, i s t h e v e r y p i c t u r e o f a 1 i m i n a l s t a t e o f s o c i a l 

and moral b e i n g . S p i r i t u a l f e l l o w s h i p — a s i t was p r o j e c t e d 

i n t o t h e "any-moment" f u t u r e — c o n s t i t u t e d a s e t o f i d e a l 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s w i t h w h i c h moral men engaged. The E v a n g e l i c a l 

dogmas c e n t e r e d c r i t i c a l l y on s e l e c t e d s t r a t e g i e s o f d i s c o u r s e 

p r o d u c t i o n . T h e s e were employed i n t h e i n d i v i d u a l ' s 

a c t i v e j u s t i f i c a t i o n t h r o u g h l a n g u a g e o f h i s a c c e p t a n c e 

o f t h e s e r e l a t i o n s , and t h r o u g h h i s c o n d u c t by l i v i n g 

them and t h r o u g h h i s acknowledgement o f t h e B a s i c Dogma 

(J o h n 3 : 1 6 ) , w h i c h was i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d i n a u n i q u e i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 

f o r m a t : t h e " a c c e p t a n c e " o f C h r i s t ' s s a c r i f i c e f o r t h e 

atonement o f man's s i n . 

T h e 'any-moment' co m i n g o f t h e B r i d e g r o o m m a i n t a i n e d 
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t h e f e e l i n g s o-f - f e l l o w s h i p e n g e n d e r e d by r h e t o r i c a l l y 

i d e n t i f y i n g t h e community o f b e l i e v e r s a s c o l l e c t i v e l y 

t h e B r i d e , w a i t i n g i n a s t a t e o f s u s p e n s i o n f o r t h e S e c r e t 

R a p t u r e . In t h i s s t a t e o f engaged communitas, t h e b e l i e v e r ' s 

r e l a t i o n t o t h e w o r l d was c a r r i e d f o r t h i n c o m p l e t e a c c o r d 

w i t h t h e ' n a t u r a l law' o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e , and g u i d e d a s 

t o i t s c o r r e c t i n t e r p r e t i v e e x e g e s i s , t h r o u g h d i r e c t c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

w i t h t h e H o l y S p i r i t . 
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C h a p t e r 7. M i l l e n a r i a n F u t u r i s m : t h e e x t e n s i o n o-f t h e  

S o c i a l G o s p e l 

T h e metaphor o-f p r e p a r i n g t h e B r i d e was a m y s t i c a l e x p r e s s i o n 

o-f a g e n e r a l s e n t i m e n t g r o w i n g i n a c c e p t a n c e a c r o s s t h e 

P r o t e s t a n t w o r l d v a r i o u s l y t e rmed " B r o a d C h u r c h m a n s h i p , 

m u s c u l a r C h r i s t i a n i t y , C h r i s t i a n S o c i a l i s m and L i b e r a l 

E v a n g e l i c a l i s m , " o t h e r w i s e known a s t h e s o c i a 1 o o s p e 1 . ^ ^ 

Long r e c o g n i z e d by h i s t o r i a n s a s t h e most p o t e n t 

modern i n - f l u e n c e on t h e P r o t e s t a n t c h u r c h i n n o r t h A m e r i c a , 

s o c i a l g o s p e l ism u n d e r g i r t t h e m a i n s t r e a m i m p e t u s t o s o c i a l 
68) 

re-form d u r i n g t h e P r o g r e s s i v e p e r i o d , and was t h e s p i r i t u a l 

• f o r e r u n n e r o-f t h e d e s e g r e g a t i o n s t r u g g l e s o-f t h e l a t e 

1950s a s w e l l a s t h e s o c i a l a c t i v i s m o-f b o t h t o d a y ' s 

' l i b e r a t i o n t h e o l o g y ' and t h e 'New Ri gh t . ' 7 0 ) T h e s o c i a l 

67 R o n a l d C. N h i t e J r . and C. Howard H o p k i n s <1976) 
The S o c i a l G o s p e l . R e l i o i o n and Re-form i n C h a n o i n o  
A m e r i c a . Temple U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , P h i l a d e l p h i a : 
190 . 

68 c.-f. R i c h a r d H o - f s t a d t e r < 1955) The Ape o-f Re-form. 
Knop-f , New Y o r k . 

69 Rev. M a r t i n L u t h e r K i n g J r . , " L e t t e r f r o m t h e Birmingham 
J a i l " , C h r i s t i a n C e n t u r y . J u n e 12, 1963:768. 

70 T h e i d e o l o g i c a l b i f u r c a t i o n o f S o c i a l G o s p e l ism c a n n o t 
be t r e a t e d h e r e . F o r a ' l i b e r a l ' v i e w , c f . S t e p h e n 
C. M o t t <1982) B i b l i c a l E t h i c s and S o c i a l Change. 
O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , NY. One spokesman f o r t h e 
'New R i g h t ' t i e s r e l i g i o u s i n v o l v e m e n t t o p o l i t i c s 
i n t h e s e d o g m a t i c t e r m s : " S e p a r a t i o n o f C h u r c h and 
S t a t e d o e s n o t mean s e p a r a t i o n o f God f r o m s o c i e t y . 
R e l i g i o u s l i b e r t y d o e s n o t mean bondage t o s e c u l a r i s m . 

R a t h e r , t h e h i s t o r i c p o s i t i o n o f r e l i g i o u s n o n c o n f o r m i t y 
i s one o f s p i r i t u a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h s o c i e t y " . 
J e r r y F a l w e l 1 <ed.) <1981) The F u n d a m e n t a l i s t Phenomenon. 
D o u b l e d a y - G a l i 1 e e , Garden C i t y , New Y o r k : 55. 
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g o s p e l was n e v e r an o r g a n i z e d movement, r a t h e r i t was 

"a network o-f movements o p e r a t i n g i n d i - f - f e r e n t c o n t e x t s . 

T h o s e i n d i v i d u a l s c o n n e c t e d w i t h i t s i d e o l o g y w o rked t h r o u g h 

o n g o i n g r e l i g i o u s and s e c u l a r o r g a n i z a t i o n s " ( W h i t e & 

H o p k i n s 1 9 ? 6 : x v i i i ) . I t s u n i - f y i n g f e a t u r e s came f r o m 

s h a r e d a t t i t u d e s a b o u t t h e n a t u r e o f r e l i g i o u s l i f e . 

T h e s o c i a l g o s p e l l e r s e m p h a s i z e d God's n a t u r e a s l o v i n g 

f a t h e r , t h a t t h e e v i l s o f t h e day were not p a r t o f H i s 

d i v i n e p l a n and s o i n p r i n c i p l e were c o r r e c t a b l e . The 

r i g h t r e l a t i o n s h i p between men was b r o t h e r l y l o v e , t h e 

e s s e n c e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n b e l i e f . 

B r o t h e r l y l o v e was t h e p r i n c i p l e upon w h i c h a l l t h e 

s o c i a l a c t i v i s m o f t h e g o s p e l l e r s was b a s e d . T h e r e was 

a new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f t h e Kingdom o f God. I t was n o t 

t o be t h e r e w a r d t o come o f a p i o u s l i f e , but was t o be 

e r e c t e d on E a r t h w i t h i n h i s t o r i c a l t i m e , a p e r f e c t human 

s o c i e t y r e f l e c t i n g God's l o v e , j u s t i c e and mercy. An 

example i n B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a o f t h i s w i d e s p r e a d m i l l e n a r i a n 

a t t i t u d e was t h a t o f Rev. A . E . Cook i n 1909: "God's kingdom 

was t h e g o a l o f a l l h i s t o r y and t h e c h i e f d u t y o f t h e 

modern C h u r c h was ' t o b r i n g men and women t o God and then 

s e n d them o u t t o e s t a b l i s h h i s kingdom i n t h i s C i t y — 

t o make V a n c o u v e r a C i t y o f G o d . ' " 7 0 

71 I n . S h e i l a Mosher <1975) "The S o c i a l G o s p e l i n B r i t i s h 
C o l u m b i a " , U n i v e r s i t y o f V i c t o r i a M a s t e r s T h e s i s : 
11) . 



T h e s e r e l i g i o u s d o c t r i n e s l e d t o a s o c i o l o g i c a l a n a l y s i s , 

t h e p o i n t o-f n o v e l t y w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e s o c i a l g o s p e l 

and t h e m a i n s t r e a m r e l i g i o n s . The n o t i o n o-f s i n was e x t e n d e d 

-from b e i n g a c o n d i t i o n o-f a - f a l l e n i n d i v i d u a l t o i t s b e i n g 

a p r o p e r t y o-f s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s <c-f. H u t c h i s o n 1941:85-6). 

God c o u l d n o t condemn p e r s o n a l the-ft w i t h o u t a l s o condemning 

t h e c o r p o r a t e t h e f t o f t r u s t s and c o m b i n e s . He c o u l d 

not c o ndone t e m p e r a n c e w h i l e a l s o c o n d o n i n g " l i q u o r i n t e r e s t s " 

and t h e p r o l i f e r a t i o n o f s a l o o n s , g a m b l i n g , c o c a i n e and 

p r o s t i t u t i o n . 

The s o c i a l g o s p e l l e r s r e c o g n i z e d t h a t man's s o c i a l 

e n v i r o n m e n t was a f a c t o r i n t h e f o r m a t i o n or d e f o r m a t i o n 

of h i s c h a r a c t e r . T h e y i n t r o d u c e d an e m p h a s i s on s o c i o l o g y 

and p r i n c i p l e s o f s o c i a l work i n t o t h e t r a i n i n g o f m i n i s t e r s , 

a c t i n g t o a l t e r t h e s o c i a l e n v i o n m e n t on two f r o n t s , r e l i e f 

work and a d v o c a c y o f " r e m e d i a l l e g i s l a t i o n " . In B r i t i s h 

C o l u m b i a f o r example, t h e s o c i a l g o s p e l l e r s e s t a b l i s h e d 

" c h u r c h s u p p o r t e d r e s c u e homes, h o s t e l s , downtown m i s s i o n s , 

c h i l d - c a r e c e n t e r s , and t h e h i r i n g o f a s o c i a l w o r k e r 

by t h e M e t h o d i s t c o n f e r e n c e f o r t h e c i t y o f V a n c o u v e r " 

(Mosher 1975:52). On t h e l e g i s l a t i v e f r o n t , " b l u e l a w s " 

i n c l u d i n g s a b b a t h a n t i - d e s e c r a t i o n and P r o h i b i t i o n were 

i t s most s i g n i f i c a n t a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s d u r i n g t h e P r o g r e s s i v e 

p e r i o d . A f t e r t h e d e c a d e o f h i a t u s d u r i n g t h e 1926's, 
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many g o s p e l l e r s -found t h e m s e l v e s a l l i e s o-f t h e i n t e r e s t s 

o-f ' i n d u s t r i a l d e m o c r a c y , ' m u n i c i p a l h e a l t h and s a - f e t y , 

a n t i - t r u s t , women's su-f-frage, i m p r o v e d r a c e r e l a t i o n s , 

and many o t h e r a s p e c t s o-f t h e s o c i a l re-form agenda, i n 

a manner w h i c h t r a n s c e n d s b o t h t h e o l o g i c a l l a b e l s and 

th e 1 i b e r a l - c o n s e r v a t i v e c o n t i n u u m ( c . f . W h i t e and H o p k i n s , 

P t . IV - V ) . 

The F e d e r a l C o u n c i l i n A m e r i c a 

O r g a n i z a t i o n o-f t h e s o c i a l g o s p e l ism i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s 

was c o o r d i n a t e d by t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l o-f C h u r c h e s o-f 

C h r i s t , -founded i n 1985, and w h i c h h e l d i t s - f i r s t g e n e r a l 

c o n f e r e n c e r e p r e s e n t i n g 33 d e n o m i n a t i o n s i n 1988. Among 

the g o a l s o f a d e c l a r a t i o n w h i c h i s s u e d f r o m t h i s c o n f e r e n c e 

was: 

To s e c u r e a l a r g e r combined i n f l u e n c e f o r t h e C h u r c h e s 
o f C h r i s t i n a l l m a t t e r s a f f e c t i n g t h e moral and 
s o c i a l c o n d i t i o n o f t h e p e o p l e , s o as t o promote 
t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e law o f C h r i s t i n e v e r y r e l a t i o n 
o f human l i f e ( H u t c h i s o n 1941:36). 

By 1940, 22 d e n o m i n a t i o n s whose nominal membership was 

a l m o s t 25 m i l l i o n were a f f i l i a t e d w i t h t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l . 

I t s c h u r c h membership was one o f "amazing s t a b i l i t y " (idem:57) . 

D u r i n g t h e 1920s i t s budget i n c r e a s e d t o a l m o s t a h a l f 

72 d e n o m i n a t i o n s i n c l u d e d N o r t h e r n B a p t i s t C o n v e n t i o n , 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l and C h r i s t i a n C h u r c h e s , D i s c i p l e s 
of C h r i s t , E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h , E v a n g e l i c a l Reformed 
C h u r c h , F r i e n d s , M e t h o d i s t C h u r c h , A f r i c a n M e t h o d i s t 
E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h , A f r i c a n M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l Z i o n 
C h u r c h , C o l o r e d M e t h o d i s t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a , 
M o r a v i a n C h u r c h , P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h i n t h e USA, 
P r o t e s t a n t E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h , Reformed C h u r c h i n A m e r i c a , 
Reformed E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h , S e v e n t h Day B a p t i s t C h u r c h e s , 
S y r i a n A n t i o c h i a n O r t h o d o x C h u r c h o f N o r t h A m e r i c a , 
U n i t e d C h u r c h o f Canada ( a f f i l i a t e d b o d y ) , U n i t e d 
B r e t h r e n C h u r c h . U n i t e d P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h . U n i t e d 
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m i l l i o n d o l l a r s , b ut t h i s w o u l d be h a l v e d t h r o u g h t h e 

d e p r e s s i o n y e a r s . 

A s e a r l y a s 1908, t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l c o n c e r n e d i t s e l f 

w i t h p r o b l e m s o-f i m m i g r a t i o n , N e g r o wel-fare and O r i e n t a l , 

M e x i c a n and N a t i v e A m e r i c a n p r o b l e m s . I t c a r r i e d out 

p r o g r a m s o-f s o c i a l r e s e a r c h , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t o l a b o r c o n d i t i o n s 

w h i c h had r e s u l t e d i n i n d u s t r i a l d i s p u t e s . The c h u r c h e s ' 

d u t y , "was t o c a s t t h e s e a r c h l i g h t o-f t r u t h upon s o c i a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n s " < i dem:125) . 

The F e d e r a l C o u n c i l , a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

M i s s i o n a r y C o u n c i l , p r o m o t e d i n t e r n a t i o n a l e c u m e n i c a l i s m . 

In t h e 1920s t h i s was p r i m a r i l y a d d r e s s e d t o E u r o p e a n s 

and p o s t - w a r r e l i e - f . I n t e r n a t i o n a l e c u m e n i c a l e f f o r t s , 

however, r e m a i n e d an e n d e a v o r p r i m a r i l y i n f l u e n c e d by 

E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g churchmen. A t t h e i r w o r l d c o n f e r e n c e 

on " C h u r c h , Community and t h e S t a t e " i n 1937, 300 o f t h e 

425 d e l e g a t e s were f r o m A m e r i c a n o r B r i t i s h E m p i r e d e n o m i n a t i o n s . 

The d e l e g a t i o n f r o m t h e German E v a n g e l i c a l C h u r c h was 

f o r b i d d e n t o a t t e n d by t h e N a z i government (1941:249) . 

In v i e w o f t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l ' s b r o a d d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , d o c t r i n e was a l w a y s a p o i n t o f c o n t e n t i o n , 

and t h e L u t h e r a n s s p l i t w i t h t h e C o u n c i l o v e r an a l l e g e d 

l a c k o f i n t e r e s t i n p e r s o n a l f a i t h and s a l v a t i o n . T h e 

F e d e r a l C o u n c i l v i e w e d t h e p r o b l e m i n t e r m s o f "how t o 
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make J e s u s C h r i s t t h e L o r d o-f e v e r y human l i f e and o-f 

a l 1 o-f 1 i-fe — t h i s was t h e p r i m a r y c o n c e r n o-f a l 1 and 

i n t h a t c o n c e r n t h e y -found t h e m s e l v e s no l o n g e r s e p a r a t e d 

g r o u p s but l i k e one -family o-f C h r i s t .... The s u r e way 

o-f g e t t i n g t o g e t h e r i s t o work t o g e t h e r on t h e b a s i s o-f 

s u c h u n i t y a s we a l r e a d y have" (i_n H u t c h i s o n 1941:79). 

G e n e r a l l y , s o c i a l g o s p e l l e r s a s s a i l e d t h e m o d e r n i s t n o t i o n 

t h a t r e l i g i o n was a p u r e l y i n d i v i d u a l m a t t e r and u n c o n c e r n e d 

w i t h t h e s o c i a l o r d e r and i t s p r o b l e m s . 

Th e C o u n c i l ' s e-f-fort h a s a l w a y s been an a t t e m p t t o 
m e d i a t e between t h e s e two i d e a s , t o show t h a t a l l 
w o r t h y s o c i a l s e r v i c e must be r o o t e d and g r o u n d e d 
i n p e r s o n a l r e l i g i o n , and t h a t c o n v e r s e l y , any p e r s o n a l 
r e l i g i o n w h i c h i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h i t s e l f must i s s u e 
i n s o c i a l judgement and a c t i o n ( i d e m : 8 2 ) . 

In 1924, a F e d e r a l C o u n c i l o f f i c i a l a d d r e s s e d h i m s e l f 

d i r e c t l y t o s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s , s a y i n g t h a t t h e y "might 

c o n c e i v a b l y be c o n v e r t e d .... T h e y a r e not t o be d e s t r o y e d , 

t h e y a r e n o t t o be t o r n down, t h e y a r e t o be c o n v e r t e d 

... f i l l e d w i t h a new s p i r i t " <j_n H u t c h i s o n 1941:86) . 

T h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l p o r t r a y e d i t s r o l e i n s o c i a l l i f e 

a s one o f " K i n g d o m - b u i l d i n g " <1941:86). The d o c t r i n e s 

o f s o c i a l g o s p e l i s m and i t s p o l i t i c a l arm, t h e F e d e r a l 

C o u n c i l , were C a l v i n i s t i n o r i g i n . The p u r p o s e o f l i f e 

was t o r e a l i z e t h e w i l l o f God on e a r t h , b e g i n n i n g i n 

Amer i c a . 

T h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l had a d i r e c t i m p a c t , t h r o u g h 

i 



t h e A m e r i c a n s e r v i c e m e n , on S i s i l i ' s F e d e r a l C o u n c i l movement. 

However, can any l i n k be e s t a b l i s h e d w i t h t h i s g e n e r a l 

A m e r i c a n d e v e l o p m e n t o-f s o c i a l g o s p e l ism and t h e SSEM 

p r i o r t o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d ? The - f o l l o w i n g t a b l e 

s u m m arizes t h e r e v e n u e d a t a -from t h o s e SSEM a n n u a l r e p o r t s 

t h a t a r e a v a i l a b l e t o me ( Y a l e U n i v e r s i t y , S c h o o l o-f D i v i n i t y 

L i b r a r y ) . 
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TABLE 4. 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s t o SSEM f r o m USA and Canada 

<SSEM annual r e p o r t s ) 

year amount (£) Total Col lections (£) V. of Total Total Revenues (£) 

1918- 9 22 3114 < 1 3352 

1919- 28 158 2618 6 2758 

1927-8 696 5394 13 6383 

1937-8 n/a 6788 n/a 11,888 

1939-48 n/a 4288 n/a 6758 

I t i s e v i d e n t t h a t t h r o u g h t h e 1920s t h e SSEM's - f u n d r a i s i n g 

a c t i v i t i e s had a s t r o n g impact i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s and 

C anada. Over t h e d e c a d e -from 1919 t o 1928, d o n a t i o n s 

•from N o r t h A m e r i c a went -from l e s s than 1 p e r c e n t o f r e v e n u e s 

t o 13 p e r c e n t , w h i c h i f n o t i m p r e s s i v e i n d o l l a r t e r m s , 

i s a t l e a s t i m p r e s s i v e w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e r a t e o f g r o w t h . 

A l s o n o t e w o r t h y i s t h e d r o p i n o f f e r i n g s w h i c h was w i d e l y 

e x p e r i e n c e d by s o c i a l g o s p e l l e r s i n t h e movement's h i a t u s 

a f t e r W o r l d War I . D o n a t i o n s i n 1920 were o n l y 80% o f 

t h o s e o f 1919. H i l l i a r d p r o v i d e s a f o o t n o t e w h i c h shows 

t h a t i n t h e l a t e 1930s, a s t h e w o r l d d e p r e s s i o n s e t i n , 

t h e m i s s i o n ' s v i a b i l i t y was s u s t a i n e d by l e g a c i e s , £ 4,300 
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i n 1937-8 and £2,598 i n 1939-48 ( H i l l i a r d 1969:58). T h e r e 

was an even l a r g e r - f i n a n c i a l d e p e n d e n c e on A m e r i c a n F u n d a m e n t a l i s t 

C h r i s t i a n s on t h e p a r t o-f a n o t h e r s o c i a l g o s p e l m i s s i o n 
73) 

at work d u r i n g t h i s t i m e i n Papua New G u i n e a . 

S o c i a l G o s p e l i s m i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s o-f A m e r i c a 

and Papua was i n i t s o r i g i n s , i n some r e s p e c t s a t l e a s t , 

c o n v e r g e n t w i t h t h a t o-f t h e SSEM. A key e l e m e n t o-f t h e 

S o c i a l G o s p e l i s s u e d -from an e x e g e s i s o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e s , 

w h i c h e x t e n d e d t h e c o n c e p t o f s i n f r o m a c o n d i t i o n o f 

a f a l l e n i n d i v i d u a l t o a p r o p e r t y o f w o r l d l y i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

In A m e r i c a , S o c i a l G o s p e l l e r s f o u n d i n s t i t u t i o n a l s i n 

i n t h e e x p l o i t a t i o n o f l a b o r , i n s l u m s , s a l o o n s , c r i m e , 

m a l n u t r i t i o n , r a c i s m and t h e s p i r i t u a l p o v e r t y o f a s o c i e t y 

d e v o t e d e x c l u s i v e l y t o t h e a c h i e v e m e n t o f m a t e r i a l r a t h e r 

than e t h i c a l e n d s . In M e l a n e s i a , t h e Kwato M i s s i o n and, 

a s I w i l l show i n t h e f o l l o w i n g c h a p t e r , t h e S o u t h Sea 

E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n b o t h s o u g h t s i m i l a r a ims o f s o c i a l 

r e f o r m i n t h e c o n t e x t o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s c u l t u r a l framework. 

What I have a t t e m p t e d t o f o r e g r o u n d i n t h i s c h a p t e r 

i s t h e g e n e r a l n a t u r e o f a w i d e s p r e a d p o p u l a r movement 

73 D a v i d W e t h e r e l 1 and C h a r l o t t e C a r r - G r e g g 
Re-Armament i n Papua, 1931-42". O c e a n i a 

<1984) "Moral 
54<3) : 177-283. 
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t e r med t h e S o c i a l G o s p e l . T h i s was an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n 

o f r e l i g i o u s c o n s c i o u s n e s s , a s w e l l a s t h e r e l i g i o u s c o n s c i e n c e . 

I t s o u g h t t o a p p l y , t o w i d e s p r e a d s e c u l a r p r o b l e m s , t h e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l and i d e o l o g i c a l s t r e n g t h o f t h e c h u r c h e s . 

T h e o b j e c t o f s o c i a l g o s p e l ism was t o c r e a t e a b e t t e r 

w o r l d by e n e r g i z i n g s e c u l a r and e conomic i n s t i t u t i o n s 

t h r o u g h t h e a c t i v e e x e r c i s e o f t h e C h r i s t i a n c h a r a c t e r . 

F u e l i n g t h e s o c i a l g o s p e l was a new o p t i m i s m g e n e r a t e d 

by m i l l e n a r i a n F u t u r i s t a m b i t i o n s o f c r e a t i n g t h e Kingdom 

o f God on e a r t h . 

A l t h o u g h b r o t h e r l y l o v e p r o v e d t o be t o o n e b u l o u s 

a b a s i s , and t h e c h u r c h e s t o o p oor an i n s t i t u t i o n a l l o c u s , 

f o r b u i l d i n g a c o m p r e h e n s i v e and a c h i e v a b l e s o c i a l p rogram, 

t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h s h o u l d be an a c t i v i s t 

i n s t i t u t i o n a s w e l l as an e x e m p l a r y one p r o v i d e d m o ral 

e n e r g i e s and a m i l l e n a r i a n v i s i o n o f a b e t t e r l i f e t o 

come. The S o c i a l G o s p e l t h u s s u f f u s e d t h e s o c i a l and 

p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e o f t h e e n t i r e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y . 
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FROM A MISSION ALBUM 

The f o l l o w i n g m a t e r i a l s a r e s e l e c t e d f r o m p h o t o g r a p h s 

p u b l i s h e d i n Not i n V a i n , t h e SSEM p e r i o d i c a l , t h e numbers 

of w h i c h a p p e a r i n t h e b i b l i o g r a p h y , and f r o m Young's 

a u t o b i o g r a p h y , P e a r l s f r o m t h e P a c i f i c < 1925). 
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\ / 

Be faithful.Xe*m 

Become newi<?*jv; 

ConftSS. Ttom./0/O 

3ebabtized. Acr.f/v\ 

e l t e v e . Act/in 

ft oborn again. J»-'3tr\  

Christ filed Xcm.s-t 

Christ came i77m.//T\ 

(2od loved J**i>M 

iVageg death ifow***! 

Shall die . £te*//r-+ 

All have sinned 

Guilty iTas Z'A> 









A SCHOOLROOM AT ONE PUSU. 

ROLL-CALL, ONE PUSU. 
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Missionaries. 

5cn'e 45 miles to the Inch—1 he .Solomons lie as far north .is New auinta , 
_ but 6oo miles to the east. 

ONK PUSU: 
M i s s Deck (n 1 >M«;tit) 
M ' l S S S u l l i v n n 
M i s s 0 . Deck 
M i s s (.!. Y o u nu 
M i s s L . ( lon lon 
M r . IVters 
M i ' . K u l tor ( p r o torn) 

MAI.IT: 
M i s s W u t i T H t o u 

W A l S t T S U : 
M r . ami M r s . M'cl.tridn 

I. N A ICON A : 
M r . M u c k y 

WANONi: 
M r . a m i M r s . M c M i l l a n . 
M i s s M i ' d r r f i o r 

STAR riAIUiOUlf: 
M r . Norman Dock (absent) 
M r . .Ste\varl (pro torn) 

" EVANCKI,": 
Dr. Niirl.lirulo Deck 
Miss Joan Deck (|iro torn) 

Donations should lie made pay-
aide ro l i o n . Secretary, . S.S. 
K vaiitfelic.al M i s s i o n , O i h b s ' 
Chambers, .17 M a r t i n Pluce , 
Sydney . 
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C h a p t e r 8. T h e S o u t h Sea E v a n o e l i c a l M i s s i o n on M a l a i t a 

In t h i s c h a p t e r I w i l l -formulate t h e p r o b l e m p o s e d by 

t h e SSEM w i t h r e s p e c t t o n a t i v e d e v e l o p m e n t i s s u e s , p r e v i o u s l y 

d i s c u s s e d i n C h a p t e r 2 i n t e r m s o-f g o v e r n m e n t ' s p e r s p e c t i v e . 

I w i l l b e g i n by a d d r e s s i n g H i l l i a r d ' s d e p i c t i o n o-f t h e 

" - f o u n d a t i o n y e a r s " o f t h e SSEM, and show by e x a m i n i n g 

t h e m i s s i o n ' s s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t p o l i c y , t h a t h i s a n a l y s i s 

i s i n c o m p l e t e . I t i s s a i d t h a t t h e p o l i c y f u r t h e r e d by 

t h e m i s s i o n was one i n w h i c h a c c u l t u r a t i o n was t o t a l and 

c u l t u r a l c o n t i n u i t i e s a l m o s t n i l . However, t h e m i s s i o n 

a l s o f u r t h e r e d a p o l i c y o f r a p i d i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o f t h e 

c h u r c h . 

The P r o b l e m o f SSEM C h r i s t i a n i t y 

Most commentators on t h e SSEM have t e n d e d t o s h a r e D a v i d 

H i l l i a r d ' s v i e w o f i t a s d e e p l y c o n s e r v a t i v e i n s o c i a l 

o u t l o o k ; t h e E v a n g e l i c a l s were e x c l u s i v e l y c o n c e r n e d w i t h 

i n d i v i d u a l s a l v a t i o n and a p p l y i n g a d o g m a t i c , B i b l i c a l 

l i t e r a l i s m . From t h e o u t s e t , H i l l i a r d s t a t e s , "no e d u c a t i o n a l , 

m e d i c a l o r s o c i a l work was p e r m i t t e d t o overshadow t h e 

e s s e n t i a l r e l i g i o u s d u t y ... s u c c i n c t l y summed up i n t h e 
74) 

d i c t u m , ' s a l v a t i o n b e f o r e e d u c a t i o n or c i v i l i z a t i o n ' . " N o r t h c o 

74 The ' d i c t u m ' i s by F l o r e n c e Young, t h e f o u n d e r o f 
t h e Q u e e n s l a n d Kanaka M i s s i o n , w h i c h became t h e SSEM 
i n 1994. J_n D a v i d H i l l i a r d < 1969) . "The S o u t h Sea 
E v a n g e l i c a l M i s s i o n i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . " J o u r n a l  
o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y . 4:43. 
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Deck, an SSEM a d m i n i s t r a t o r and S c r i p t u r a l e x e g e t e , a s 

l a t e a s 1942 v o i c e d a d o c t r i n e s e e m i n g l y unchanged f r o m 

t h a t o f t h e m i s s i o n ' s i n c e p t i o n : " S e r v i c e , however e x a l t e d , 

i s a f t e r a l l but a b y p r o d u c t o f C h r i s t i a n l i f e . T he m a i n , 

t h e h i g h e s t , f u n c t i o n i s f e l 1 o w s h i p . " 7 5 > P o l i t i c a l l y , 

t h e E v a n g e l i c a l s ' a l l e g e d d etachment f r o m s o c i a l c o n c e r n s 

was r e f l e c t e d i n an a l o o f s t a n c e t o w a r d t h e a f f a i r s o f 

t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e . U n l i k e t h e A n g l i c a n s , H i l l i a r d s t a t e s 

t h a t t h e m i s s i o n "was n o t i n t e r e s t e d i n a p p l y i n g p o l i t i c a l 

p r e s s u r e e i t h e r l o c a l l y o r i n t h e homelands." F u r t h e r , 

" f r i c t i o n w i t h government o f f i c i a l s was r a r e , and M a l a i t a 

saw none o f t h e f u r i o u s c o n f l i c t s w h i c h e m b i t t e r e d t h e 

w e s t e r n Solomons where t h e dominant M e t h o d i s t m i s s i o n 

saw i t s e l f a s t h e p r o t e c t o r o f t h e w h o l e s o c i e t y " ( H i l l i a r d 

1969:59). 

Now, t h e n o t i o n t h a t t h e SSEM l e a d e r s h i p was o b l i v i o u s 

t o p o l i t i c a l i s s u e s can be s u s t a i n e d o n l y i f t h e i r l o c a l 

a c t i v i t i e s a r e i g n o r e d and i f ' p o l i t i c s ' i s r e s t r i c t e d 

t o t h e management o f t h e BSIP. W i t h r e g a r d t o n a t i v e 

a f f a i r s , a t t h e v i l l a g e l e v e l , t h e SSEM f u r t h e r e d a t t i t u d e s 

o f a g g r e s s i v e s o c i a l c h a n g e, a l t h o u g h i n a d i r e c t i o n a c c o r d i n g 

75 N o r t h c o t e Deck <1942). We B e h e l d H i s G l o r y . L o i z e a u x 
B r o t h e r s , New Y o r k . p. 26-7. 
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t o a ' s t a n d a r d A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n <cf. W i l l i a m s , 

R i v e r s , K e e s i n g ) o f c u l t u r e - w r e c k i n g : i t took t h e f o r m 

of s t r i c t v i e w s on a b s t i n e n c e , t o b a c c o , b e t e l , d a n c i n g , 

m u s i c a l i n s t r u m e n t s , f e a s t - g i v i n g , a n c e s t o r w o r s h i p , c h i l d b i r t h 

t a b o o s and b r i d e - p r i c e . In K e e s i n g ' s o p i n i o n , i t was 

" p u r i t a n i c a l i c o n o c l a s m t h a t made SSEM v i l l a g e s gloomy 

and l i f e l e s s " < i b i d : 1 4 ) . Most l i k e l y K e s s i n g i s r e f e r r i n g 

t o t h e a t m o s p h e r e o f p o s t - M a r c h i n g R u l e C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s 

w i t h i n h i s e t h n o g r a p h i c e x p e r i e n c e , r a t h e r than t o t h a t 

e n g e n d e r e d by t h e F u t u r i s t o r i e n t a t i o n o f t h e SSEM o f 

t h e 1920s and 1930s, w h i c h was a n y t h i n g but l i f e l e s s . 

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l l y , t h e SSEM a c t i v e l y e n c o u r a g e d t h e 

i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o f n a t i v e c h u r c h e s w h i c h r e s u l t e d i n "a 

d e g r e e o f autonomy a t t h e l o c a l l e v e l w h i c h o t h e r m i s s i o n s 

i n t h e Solomons f o u n d d i f f i c u l t or i m p o s s i b l e t o a c h i e v e " 

< H i l l i a r d , 1969:66). T h e h i g h l y autonomous n a t i v e v i l l a g e 

c o n g r e g a t i o n s t h r o u g h o u t t h e t w e n t i e s and t h i r t i e s were 

e n t r u s t e d w i t h e v a n g e l i c a l work i n t h e i s l a n d i n t e r i o r . 

T h e i r e v a n g e l i s m was g e a r e d m a i n l y t o w a r d s d e m o n s t r a t i n g 

t h e g r e a t n e s s o f C h r i s t i a n s p i r i t u a l power o v e r t h a t o f 

t h e a k a l o w h i c h were p i d g i n i z e d a s ' d e v i 1 - d e v i 1 s ' . In 

t h e e a r l y d e c a d e s , t h i s i n c l u d e d d e s e c r a t i n g a n c e s t r a l 

s h r i n e s and c e r e m o n i e s — p r o v o c a t i o n s f o r w h i c h t h e pagans 
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had no remedy o n c e p a c - f i c a t i o n had removed t h e 'War-Maker' 

(ramo) o p t i o n o-f - f o r c e . The p i d g i n word -for pagan was 

uk i t a - " w i c k e d " . C h r i s t i a n s were t a u g h t t h a t t h e y must 

e n c o u r a g e m a k i n g a c o m p l e t e b r e a k n o t o n l y w i t h a pagan 

l i - f e , b u t w i t h a l l o-f pagan c u l t u r e v i e w e d a s t h e r e g i m e 

o-f S a t a n . A t t h e l o c a l l e v e l o-f a c t i v i t y , - f r i c t i o n w i t h 

t h e government and i t s a g e n t s , who were c o n c e r n e d t o p r e s e r v e 

n a t i v e c u s t o m , was e a r l y and common. I have q u o t e d E d g e - P a r t i n g t o n , 

t h e - f i r s t D i s t r i c t O-f-ficer t o be s t a t i o n e d on M a l a i t a 

w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h i s v i e w p o i n t on page 45 i n C h a p t e r 1. 

What was t h e s t a n c e o-f t h e SSEM t o w a r d t h e s o c i a l 

w el-fare and p o l i t i c a l d e v e l o p m e n t o-f Mal a i t a n s ? U n l e s s 

i t s r e d e m p t i v e d o c t r i n e o-f p e r s o n a l s a l v a t i o n and a c t i v e 

e m p h a s i s on " q u i e t t i m e s " s u p p o r t i v e o-f a d e t a c h e d , C h r i s t i a n 

• f e l l o w s h i p must c o l l i d e w i t h i t s a p p a r e n t p r a c t i c e o-f 

e n c o u r a g i n g r a d i c a l and p r o v o c a t i v e s o c i a l c h a n g e, t h a t 

i s , u n l e s s i t s d o c t r i n e and p r a c t i c e a r e t o g e t h e r i n c o n s i s t e n t , 

I s u b m i t t h a t H i l l i a r d ' s a n a l y s i s o-f t h e m i s s i o n ' s d o c t r i n e 

and s o c i a l p r a c t i c e i s i n c o m p l e t e . The t o t a l b r e a k w i t h 

pagan c u l t u r e s o u g h t by t h e E v a n g e l i c a l s stemmed -from 

t h e i r b e l i e - f t h a t t h e B i b l e was ."a most p r a c t i c a l handbook 

-for l i v i n g " 7 6 ' * and c o u l d i n s t i l l new h a b i t s o-f s o c i a l 

76 A l i s o n G r i - f - f i t h s , F i r e i n t h e I s l a n d s . H a r o l d Shaw, 
Wheaton, I l l i n o i s . 1977:71. 



1 i-fe t h a t wou 1 d 

s a l v a t i on. 

a s s u r e community, not s i m p l y i n d i v i d u a l 

T h e SSEM's s o c i a l p o l i c y 

We may c a t e g o r i z e a m i s s i o n ' s s o c i a l s e r v i c e agenda i n 

t e r m s o f i t s commitment t o a s s i s t i n g t h o s e i n n eed, by 

d e l i v e r i n g p r i m a r y e d u c a t i o n and m e d i c a l c a r e , f u r t h e r i n g 

s o c i a l j u s t i c e , r e l i e v i n g h a r d s h i p , and l a y i n g down the 

b a s i s f o r a d e s i r a b l e d e g r e e o f economic g r o w t h . A t t h i s 

p o i n t I w i l l d i s c u s s a few o f t h e s e , s p e c i f i c a l l y t h e 

a r e a s o f l i t e r a c y , h e a l t h s e r v i c e s , t h e e l e v a t i o n o f women' 

s t a t u s , and i n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n . 

L i t e r a c y 

The SSEM s o c i a l p o l i c y a s i t d e v e l o p e d d i r e c t l y f r o m 

t h e F u n d a m e n t a l i s t d o c t r i n e s o f B i b l i c a l l i t e r a l i s m , was 

f o u n d e d upon l i t e r a c y t r a i n i n g . The s e n t e n c e s f o u n d i n 

t h e B i b l e were t h e B a s i c D o c t r i n e upon w h i c h c o u l d be 

b u i l t t h e Kingdom o f God on E a r t h . The f i r s t s o c i a l a c t i o n 

o f t h e SSEM was t o e n a b l e t h e i n d i g e n e s t o " f e e d t h e m s e l v e s 

on S c r i p t u r e , and t h e s e c o n d , t o i n d u c t b e l i e v e r s , t h o s e 

who a c c e p t e d t h e B a s i c Dogma o f John 3:16, i n t o t h e new 

s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s w h i c h were r e q u i s i t e t o t h e i d e a l s t a n d i n g 

o f t h e B r i d e o f C h r i s t r e l a t i v e t o t h e B r i d e g r o o m . The 

C h r i s t i a n s t h u s b r o u g h t w i t h them a new m o d a l i t y o f s o c i a l 
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d i a g n o s t i c s b a s e d on an i n d i g e n o u s l y new -form o-f d i s c o u r s e . 

T h i s s t r a t e g y o-f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n c o n s i s t e d o-f d e r i v i n g 

e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e s , i . e . , p r o p o s i t i o n s about t h e w o r l d 

and about human r e l a t i o n s h i p s , -from t h e w r i t t e n s e n t e n c e s 

o-f H o l y S c r i p t u r e , s e n t e n c e s w h i c h - f u n c t i o n e d ax i omat i c a l 1 y 

a s a B a s i c D o c t r i n e o f b e l i e f . T h e i r n o t i o n o f e d u c a t i o n 

was c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h a t o f S o c i a l G o s p e l i s m i n g e n e r a l : 

not s i m p l y i n t e l l e c t u a l d e v e l o p m e n t , but e d u c a t i o n o f 

c h a r a c t e r was t h e p r i n c i p a l means t o s o c i a l p r o g r e s s ( c f . 

H u t c h i s o n 1941:5i>. 

F o r example, A l l i s o n G r i f f i t h s d e s c r i b e s how s m o k i n g 

and b e t e l c h e w i n g was a d d r e s s e d a t an SSEM Malu'u c o n f e r e n c e 

i n 1936: 

In a community b a s e d on s h a r i n g , t h e u s e o f t h e s e 
d r u g s l e d t o d e c e i t , r e s e n t m e n t , h o a r d i n g and s t e a l i n g . 
T h e M alu'u C h r i s t i a n s had a deep s e n s e o f g u i l t and 
c o n d e m n a t i o n t h a t t h e y were p o w e r l e s s t o b r e a k t h e 
g r i p o f t h e s e c r a v i n g s . B e h i n d t h e s e two d r u g s were 
s p i r i t f o r c e s ( a s m e n t i o n e d E s i c 3 i n E p h e s i a n s 6:12) 
b i n d i n g them w i t h t h i s a d d i c t i o n . S e e i n g t h i s q u i t e 
c l e a r l y , t h e l e a d e r s bound t h e s p i r i t f o r c e s i n t h e 
name o f J e s u s C h r i s t and i n t h e power o f H i s v i c t o r y 
a t C a l v a r y . A l a n then s p o k e , w i t h t h e v e r y p r e s e n c e 
o f C h r i s t r a d i a n t upon him. E v e r y b o d y knew t h a t 
God was s p e a k i n g t o them. T h e message was c l e a r 
and t h e S p i r i t c o n v i n c e d them. The c h u r c h e x p e r i e n c e d 
an a m a z i n g and l a s t i n g r e l i e f , f a r b eyond what many 
t h o u g h t p o s s i b l e . . . . 

N o t e t h a t i t i s t h e c h u r c h w h i c h e x p e r i e n c e s t h e r e l i e f , 

n o t i t s c o n s t i t u e n t members. T h a t i n d i v i d u a l s g ave up 
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t o b a c c o and b e t e l was t h e r e s u l t o-f a c o l l e c t i v e moment 

o-f e x p e r i e n c e . And t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e o f t h i s , t h e ' r e l i e f , 

i s t o be f o u n d n o t i n terms o f t h e i n d i v i d u a l but c o l l e c t i v e l y , 

i n t h e p r e p a r a t i o n o f t h e community, t h e B r i d e o f C h r i s t 

r a t h e r t han i t s c o n s t i t u e n t members i n d i v i d u a l l y , f o r 

t h e c o m i n g B r i d e g r o o m . 

The p r o c e s s o f s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s r e v e a l e d i s one 

i n w h i c h a p r o b l e m o f l i v i n g , t h e weakness o f f l e s h and 

b l o o d w i t h r e s p e c t t o c o n t r o l o f t h e p a s s i o n s , i s s u b m i t t e d 

t o t h e a x i o m a t i c w o r k i n g s o f a s e n t e n c e i n t h e New T e s t a m e n t 

Book o f E p h e s i a n s w h i c h a c t s a s a p r e m i s e . An e x p l a n a t o r y 

s e n t e n c e i s d e d u c e d w h i c h p o s i t s t h a t a s u c c e s s f u l s t r u g g l e 

a g a i n s t t o b a c c o and b e t e l d e p e n d e n c y i s "not a g a i n s t f l e s h 

and b l o o d , but a g a i n s t t h e r u l e r s , a g a i n s t t h e a u t h o r i t i e s , 

a g a i n s t t h e powers o f t h i s d a rk w o r l d ...." We may e x p r e s s 

t h i s s e n t e n c e a s " A l l who smoke and chew b e t e l a r e under 

t h e power o f S a t a n " . 

New c o n s e q u e n c e s o f t h e e x p l a n a t o r y s e n t e n c e a r e 

d e d u c t i v e l y d e r i v e d by t h e way o f t h e f o l l o w i n g argument. 

G i v e n t h e BD ( J o h n 3:16) a s a f u r t h e r p r e m i s e , one i n f e r s 

t h a t u s i n g t h e s e d r u g s b l o c k e d t h e p a t h t o e t e r n a l l i f e 

and must be e r a d i c a t e d t o a s s u r e p r e p a r a t i o n f o r t h e B r i d e g r o o m . 

Now, t h e r e a r e i n s t a n c e s i n t h e B a s i c D o c t r i n e ( t h e body 

of i n e r r a n t s e n t e n c e s named t h e ' B i b l e ' ) i n w h i c h powers 
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and a u t h o r i t i e s a r e "bound" and c a s t out o-f t h e a - f - f l i c t e d , 

by u s i n g a s p e c i - f i c i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y -format ( c f . t h e Book 

o-f A c t s , w h i c h N o r t h c o t e Deck s a y s may a s w e l l have been 

t i t l e d ' A c t s o-f t h e H o l y S p i r i t ' ) . The - f i n a l p r e m i s e 

i s t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n s c o u l d i n v o k e t h e H o l y S p i r i t by 

u s i n g t h i s -format and d r i v e out t h e powers o-f e v i l . The 

p r o c e s s e s o-f r e a s o n i n g d e t a i l e d h e r e r e s u l t i n t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l  

s e n t e n c e t h a t d r i v i n g out t h e powers w i l l c u r e t o b a c c o 

and b e t e l d e p e n d e n c y . 

The e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e s o -formulated i s t h e n s u b j e c t e d 

t o e m p i r i c a l v e r i f i c a t i o n . So -far, t h e p r o c e s s i s i d e n t i c a l 

t o t h a t w h i c h o b t a i n s i n a t y p i c a l n a t u r a l s c i e n c e . But 

i n t h e l o g i c o-f r e l i g i o n , b e c a u s e o-f t h e moral r e f e r e n t s 

o f i t s p r e m i s e s and h y p o t h e s e s and t h e i s o m o r p h y o f t h e s e 

r e f e r e n t s t o a c t u a l l y l i v e d s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s , t h e r e 

i s some mutual v a l i d a t i o n o c c u r i n g between t h e a c t i o n 

o f a s s e r t i o n t h a t s o m e t h i n g i s t r u e and t h e f a c t t h a t 

i t i s . T h i s c h a l l e n g e s t h e a s s u m p t i o n s o f t h e " i n t e l 1 e c t u a l i s t 

a p p r o a c h " w h i c h w o u l d a r g u e t h a t a c t i o n s a r e r o o t e d i n 

b e l i e f s . The r e l e v a n t ' b e l i e f s ' c a n n o t be c o n s i d e r e d 

a s c o n t i n g e n t , " s y n t h e t i c " a s s e r t i o n s about t h e w o r l d , 

but e x i s t a s i n t e r p r e t i v e s e m i o t i c s t r u c t u r e s a s p r e s e n t e d 

a b ove, w h i c h i n c o r p o r a t e b e l i e f s and a c t i o n s as an i r r e d u c i b l e 

u n i t y i n t h e c o n t e x t o f r e l i g i o u s d i s c o u r s e . However, 
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t o p r e s s - f u r t h e r on t h i s p o i n t i n v o l v e s us d e e p e r than 

we a r e p r e p a r e d t o go i n t h e p h i l o s o p h y o-f l a n g u a g e , and 

we must de-fer d i s c u s s i n g t h e n a t u r e o-f s u c h " i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 

•formats" a s " b i n d i n g " t h e e v i l s p i r i t s " i n t h e name o-f 

J e s u s C h r i s t " , and be s a t i s f i e d h e r e t h a t t h e y d e m o n s t r a b l y 

e x i s t and o p e r a t e i n t h e s o c i a l p r o c e s s , and f u r t h e r m o r e , 

were a m i s s i o n p r o d u c t due t o t h e e m p h a s i s on p r i m a r y 

e d u c a t i o n and w r i t t e n l a n g u a g e . 

H e a l t h p o l i c y 

F l o r e n c e Y oung's a d m o n i t i o n s a g a i n s t s m o k i n g , d r i n k i n g , 

s w e a r i n g and f i g h t i n g d e m o n s t r a t e an a w a r e n e s s o f t h e 

i n f l u e n c e o f s o c i a l h a b i t upon t h e i n d i v i d u a l i n h i s s t r u g g l e 

t o l i v e a G o d l y way o f l i f e . T o a i d t h e i n d i v i d u a l i n 

h i s s t r u g g l e a g a i n s t s i n , t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e m i s s i o n , 

a s a g e n e r a t i v e s o u r c e o f e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e s , was 

b r o u g h t t o b e a r a g a i n s t t h e s e s p e c i f i c f o r m s o f c o n d u c t . 

A l t h o u g h ' s i n ' seems t o be a p p r e c i a t e d i n t e r m s o f i t s 

p r e s e n c e i n t h e f o r m o f c o l l e c t i v e h a b i t , t h e term ' i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

s i n ' was n o t u s e d by t h e SSEM as i t was by S o c i a l G o s p e l l e r s 

i n A m e r i c a . A l l t h e i n g r e d i e n t s a r e n e c e s s a r i l y t h e r e , 

however, v e s t e d i n t h e d o c t r i n e t h a t t h e n o n - C h r i s t i a n 

s o c i a l o r d e r was t h e r e g i m e o f S a t a n , upon whose r u i n s 

t h e m i l l e n a r i a n s w o u l d b u i l d t h e Kingdom o f God on e a r t h . 

The SSEM s h o u l d be c o n s i d e r e d a s a S o c i a l G o s p e l m i s s i o n 
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whose s o c i a l p o l i c i e s i s s u e d a s much -from h u m a n i t a r i a n 

c o n c e r n s a s -from r e l i g i o u s p r e c e p t s . 

A l o o k a t SSEM budget - f i g u r e s r e v e a l s s o m e t h i n g o-f 

t h e m i s s i o n ' s s o c i a l s e r v i c e p r i o r i t i e s ( T a b l e 4 ) , and 

r a i s e s t h e q u e s t i o n o-f t h e s c o p e o-f t h e m i s s i o n ' s h e a l t h 

c a r e e - f - f o r t s . In t h e m a t t e r o-f h e a l t h c a r e s e r v i c e s , 

H i l l i a r d ' s n e g a t i v e p o r t r a y a l o-f t h e SSEM c a n n o t be s u s t a i n e d 

a s an argument -for t h e m i s s i o n ' s a l l e g e d l a c k o-f h u m a n i t a r i a n 

c o n c e r n summed up i n Young's comment, " S a l v a t i o n be-fore 

e d u c a t i o n o r c i v i l i z a t i o n , " w h i c h i n c o n t e x t , i s an a s s e r t i o n 

o-f p e d a g o g i c a l t e c h n i q u e . H i l l i a r d , i n - f a c t , j o i n s t h o s e 

t h e o r i s t s who may be s t o o d upon t h e i r h e a d s -for a r g u i n g 

t h a t t h e SSEM had an u n d e v e l o p e d c o n c e r n on i n d i g e n o u s 

h e a l t h i s s u e s . H i l l i a r d ' s a t t i t u d e emerges -from t h e dogmas 

o-f c e n t r a l i z e d , t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y - o r i e n t e d N e s t e r n m e d i c i n e , 

w i t h i t s e m p h a s i s on s p e n d i n g and t e r t i a r y c a r e - f a c i l i t i e s . 

But t h e SSEM, i n k e e p i n g w i t h i t s g e n e r a l p o l i c y o-f r a p i d 

i n d i gen i z a t i on and de c e n t r a l i z i on , - f o l l o w e d a di-f - f e r e n t 

p a t h . 

T h e r e i s much y e a r - t o - y e a r v a r i a t i o n i n t h e m i s s i o n ' s 

e x p e n d i t u r e s i n v a r i o u s c o s t c a t e g o r i e s , b u t we must a t 

t h e o u t s e t d e a l w i t h t h e d a t a a v a i l a b l e on p u r c h a s e o f 

m e d i c i n e s . T h e SSEM may have made l a r g e r p u r c h a s e s o f 

m e d i c i n e s i n o t h e r y e a r s whose an n u a l r e p o r t s a r e u n a v a i l a b l e 
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to me, nor do t h e r e p o r t s i n c l u d e t h e m i s s i o n ' s c a r r y - o v e r 

o-f i n v e n t o r y . So, I must work w i t h t h e a v a i l a b l e - f i g u r e s 

— t h a t t h e SSEM e x p e n d i t u r e -for m e d i c i n e was a m i n i s c u l e 

2 p e r c e n t o-f d i s c r e t i o n a r y e x p e n d i t u r e s t h r o u g h t h e 1920s. 

TABLE 5. 
S e l e c t e d SSEM budget i t e m s  

a s p e r c e n t a g e o-f y e a r l y e x p e n d i t u r e s 
<SSEM annual r e p o r t s ) 

item 1919 1929 1928 

Total Expenditures (£) 3,352 2,758 6,358 

D i s c r e t i o n a r y 7 7 * as 
7. of Total W 69V. m 
Items as '/. of a l l 
discretionary expenditures: 

Missionaries 63/. 57% 63/. 
Native Teachers 13 6 2 
Mission station wages 13 14 17 
Bibles It text books 7 28 16 
Medicines 4 2 2 

Now t h e m a g n i t u d e o-f t h e budget i t e m i s o n l y an a p p r o x i m a l 

m e asure o-f t h e m i s s i o n ' s h e a l t h c a r e commitment. T h e 

SSEM a c t u a l l y s p e n t more money on m e d i c i n e s than i t d i d 

77 e x c l u d e s p a s s a g e s , o v e r h e a d s , r e p a i r s and p l a n t 
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on B i b l e s i n t h e y e a r 1919. And, i f i t i s t r u e a s Ivan 

I l l i c h c o n t e n d s , t h a t e v e r y d o l l a r s p e n t on t e r t i a r y c a r e 

• f a c i l i t i e s i n t h e t h i r d w o r l d a t t h e e x p e n s e o-f i n - f r a s t r u c t u r a l 

d e v e l o p m e n t i n c l u d i n g w a t e r and s a n i t a t i o n - f a c i l i t e s , 

and p r i m a r y h e a l t h e d u c a t i o n , condemns t h o u s a n d s t o an 

e a r l y g r a v e , then a much s t r o n g e r a l t e r n a t i v e model 

o-f g e n e r a l s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h i n c l u d e s e l e v a t i n g 

c o n d i t i o n s o-f g e n e r a l h e a l t h , can be d i s c e r n e d i n t h e 

a c t i o n s o f t h e SSEM. W i t h t h e i r e m p h a s i s on b u i l d i n g 

community came an e m p h a s i s on s a n i t a t i o n and c l e a n l i n e s s . 

A l l t h e m i s s i o n s f u r t h e r e d t h e s e e l e m e n t s o f C h r i s t i a n 

' c o n d u c t ' w h i c h were c o n s i s t e n t w i t h g o v e r n m e n t ' s d e v e l o p m e n t a l 

p o l i c y . 

T h e SSEM o p e r a t e d c l i n i c s and d i s p e n s a r i e s a t i t s 

c e n t r a l s t a t i o n s , though n o t p e r h a p s t o t h e m a g n i t u d e 

of o t h e r m i s s i o n s . However, N o r t h c o t e Deck was a d o c t o r , 

and f o r many y e a r s he and o t h e r s t r a v e l e d a b o a r d t h e m i s s i o n 

k e t c h ' E v a n g e l , ' c a l l i n g a t t h e many C h r i s t i a n e n c l a v e s 

t h a t s u r r o u n d e d t h e i s l a n d , t o s u p e r v i s e m i s s i o n t e a c h e r s , 

o f f i c i a t e o v e r b a p t i s m s and a d m i n i s t e r m e d i c i n e s and p r i m a r y 

c a r e s e r v i c e s . 

78 Ivan I l l i c h <1978), Toward a H i s t o r y o f Needs. P a n t h e o n , 

NY. 
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T h e r e was a h i g h i n c i d e n c e o-f m o r b i d i t y and a - f r i g h t - f u l 

d e a t h r a t e i n t h e c o a s t a l v i l l a g e s . " T h e i r c e m e t e r i e s 

a r e l i t e r a l l y - f u l l o-f c h i l d r e n " I v e n s w r o t e i n 1927, " t h e r e 

i s no mother a t Fou ' l a who h a s n o t l o s t one c h i l d , w h i l e 

s e v e r a l t o l d me t h e y had l o s t t h r e e " < 1927:47, 123). T r a d i t i o n a l 1 

M a l a i t a n p o p u l a t i o n s l i v e d i n t h e h i g h bush or on a r t i f i c i a l 

i s l a n d s i n t h e l a g o o n s , out o-f t h e r a n g e o f t h e a n o p h e l es 

m o s q u i t o , but t h e c o a s t a l c o m m u n i t i e s were l o c a t e d i n 

w e l l - k n o w n m a l a r i a l z o n e s and t h e i r p e o p l e a l s o s u f f e r e d 

f r o m yaws, hookworm and t r o p i c a l s k i n u l c e r . T h e s e l a t t e r 

may be h e l d i n c h e c k by p e r i o d i c p r i m a r y c a r e u s i n g i n j e c t i o n s 

and i n e x p e n s i v e d r u g s . B u t , t h e r e was no remedy f o r t h e 

p r e v a i l i n g m a l a r i a , a s m i s s i o n s and government w e l l knew. 

The i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o f h e a l t h c a r e n o t i o n s i s g e n e r a l l y 

i n s t r u c t i v e on M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n s y n c r e t i s m . A s i n t r o d u c e d 

above i n C h a p t e r 5, t h e i n d i g e n o u s n o t i o n o f t h e e t i o l o g y 

of i l l n e s s was d i r e c t l y l i n k e d t o r e t r i b u t i o n f r o m t h e 

a o a l o f o r m o r a l i n f r a c t i o n s . T h e t e n a c i t y o f t h e s e n o t i o n s 

among t h e C h r i s t i a n s was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r some o u t s t a n d i n g 

e x a m p l e s o f s y n c r e t i s m , and h e r e t h e r e a r e some p o i n t s 

common t o t h e SSEM and t h e " Z i o n i s t " p a t t e r n o f A f r i c a n 

i n d e p e n d e n t c h u r c h e s , where " h e a l i n g , s p e a k i n g i n t o n g u e s , 

p u r i f i c a t i o n r i t e s and t a b o o s a r e t h e m a j o r e x p r e s s i o n s 

o f t h e f a i t h " ( S u n d k l e r C19483 1961:53-5). A s among t h e 
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Z u l u , t h e r e was a good d e a l o-f c a s t i n g out o-f demons among 

SSEM C h r i s t i a n s , i n w h i c h "teams" o-f men empowered by 

t h e H o l y S p i r i t p r a y e d -for and l a i d t h e i r hands upon t h e 

a - f - f l i c t e d ( c f . G r i - f - f i t h s 1977:114-15, 179-81, 196). The 

demons were e x p e r i e n c e d a s an " e v i l i n n e r v o i c e " w h i c h 

was combat t e d by t h e - f e l l o w s h i p o-f l o v e and by r e p e a t i n g 

m e m o r i z e d v e r s e s o-f S c r i p t u r e ( G r i - f - f i t h s 1977:196). G r i - f - f i t h s 

i s e n t h u s i a s t i c about t h e s e e l e m e n t s o f p r a c t i c e , w h i c h 

were p r e s e n t i n t h e f u l l y i n d i g e n i z e d S o u t h Sea E v a n g e l i c a l 

C h u r c h ( f o r m e d f r o m t h e SSEM i n t h e 1950s) a s l a t e a s 

1978, when s u c h teams were w o r k i n g among t h e l a s t r e m a i n i n g 

s o u t h e r n pagan e n c l a v e s , a t w h i c h t i m e t h e pagans s u r r e n d e r e d 

t o them en masse l e a f b u n d l e s o f p e r s o n a l l y p r o t e c t i v e 

" f e t i s h e s " ( G r i f f i t h s 1977:180), w h i c h i s r e m i n i s c e n t 

of e v e n t s i n t h e lower Congo o f t h e 1920s and 1930s ( c f . 

A n d e r s s o n 1958). 

I t may be, i n terms o f u n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l F u n d a m e n t a l i s m , 

t h a t s u c h p r a c t i c e s a r e n o t c o n s i d e r e d ' s y n c r e t i c ' a t 

a l l . I t i s n o t c l e a r t o what e x t e n t t h e e a r l i e r SSEM 

m i s s i o n a r i e s e n d o r s e d s u c h p r a c t i c e s . SSEM a c t i v i t i e s 

i n a s s i s t i n g t h e i n j u r e d and t h e s i c k r e c e i v e d p r o m i n e n c e 

i n G r i f f i t h ' s i n t e r n a l h i s t o r y o f t h e m i s s i o n . T h u s i t 

was n o t f o r l a c k o f e f f o r t o r h u m a n i t a r i a n c o n c e r n t h a t 

t h e SSEM may n o t r e c e i v e t h e h i g h e s t marks i n t h e f i e l d 



o f h e a l t h a c c o r d i n g t o a ' m e d i c a l ' model o f a d e q u a t e s e r v i c e s . 

T h e i r e f f o r t s were f r a m e d by t h e i r commitments t o e r a d i c a t i n g 

c u l t u r a l h a b i t s w h i c h were d e g e n e r a t i v e o f h e a l t h , t o 

a d d r e s s i n g t h e e m o t i o n a l / s p i r i t u a l c a u s e s o f i l l n e s s a s 

e x p e r i e n c e d by t h e s u f f e r e r , and by t h e i r commitment t o 

p r i m a r y m e d i c a l c a r e d e l i v e r e d by p e r i o d i c v i s i t s o f a 

p h y s i c i a n t o p o p u l a t i o n c e n t e r s . So, t h e r e may be a 

l a r g e r commitment t o h e a l t h c a r e t h a t i s not r e f l e c t e d 

i n t h e b udget f i g u r e s , w h i c h i n m o n e t a r y terms i s s p r e a d 

a c r o s s upkeep and m a i n t e n a n c e o f t h e ' E v a n g e l ' , D e c k ' s 

e x p e n s e s , and t h e wages o f SSEM s t a t i o n h e a l t h c a r e w o r k e r s 

a s w e l l a s m e d i c i n e e x p e n d i t u r e s . The t o t a l commitment 

o f t h e m i s s i o n t o h e a l t h i s s u e s c o u l d , t h e r e f o r e , be a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e p o r t i o n o f e x p e n d i t u r e , and m i g h t have been 

more e v i d e n t had t h e SSEM a c c o u n t a n t s b u d g e t e d by f u n c t i o n 

r a t h e r than c o s t c a t e g o r y . M o r e o v e r , SSEM h e a l t h p o l i c i e s , 

i f l a g g i n g b e h i n d t h e o t h e r m i s s i o n s (an a l l e g a t i o n w h i c h 

I have not a t t e m p t e d t o v e r i f y ) were a t l e a s t ahead o f 

t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e . I v e n s s t a t e s , "Up t i l 1927 no a t t e m p t 

was made by t h e Government t o i n s t i t u t e a m e d i c a l o v e r s i g h t 

o f t h e n a t i v e s i n t h e i r i s l a n d s " ( 1 9 2 7 : 4 7 ) . By 1934 t h e r e 

were o n l y 5 P r o t e c t o r a t e d o c t o r s , two engaged e x c l u s i v e l y 

by c o m m e r c i a l f i r m s , one w o r k i n g a t a m i s s i o n h o s p i t a l 

on M a l a i t a , and one a t t h e new government h o s p i t a l a t 
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T u l a g i <Hogbin 1939:138). 

T h e o t h e r , H o g b i n s t a t e s , was t r a v e l i n g a r o u n d t h e 

i s l a n d s but " h i s work i s o-ften s e r i o u s l y i n t e r r u p t e d s i n c e 

he may be c a l l e d upon t o a c t a s a r e l i e v i n g D i s t r i c t O - f - f i c e r . " 

H o g b i n c a n n o t be r e f e r r i n g t o Deck, whom he may n o t have 

v i e w e d a s a " q u a l i f i e d m e d i c a l d o c t o r ; " t h e two d i s a g r e e d 

s t r o n g l y w i t h one a n o t h e r on a number o f p o i n t s w i t h r e s p e c t 
. , . . . , . 79) t o n a t i v e s o c i a l p o l i c y . 

Women and s o c i a l j u s t i c e 

T h e SSEM was f i r m l y e n t r e n c h e d a s t h e dominant C h r i s t i a n 

s e c t on M a l a i t a by t h e e a r l y 1930s, and t h i s p o s i t i o n 

had much t o do w i t h t h e r e c e p t i v i t y t o C h r i s t i a n i t y o f 

i s l a n d women. Most o f t h e SSEM m i s s i o n a r i e s were women. 

However, P e t e r Ambuofa's f i r s t new c o n v e r t s had been 

women p r i o r t o t h e com i n g o f t h e w h i t e m i s s i o n a r i e s , s o 

t h e r o l e o f t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s ' sex i n t h e p a t t e r n s o f c o n v e r s i o n 

i s ambiguous. T h e s e r i o u s d i f f e r e n t i a l i n s t a t u s between 

men and women i n pagan c u l t u r e , marked by r i g i d c h i l d b i r t h 

and m e n s t r u a l t a b o o s a s w e l l a s n o t i o n s o f women a s d i s p o s a b l e 

p r o p e r t y , m e a s u r e d i n v a l u e by s t r i n g s o f t a f u 1 i a e . were 

key i s s u e s a d d r e s s e d c o n t i n u o u s l y by t h e C h r i s t i a n s . 

79 s e e t h e i r c o r r e s p o n d e n c e on b r i d e - p r i c e i n O c e a n i a 
V:242-5, 368-370, 488-9. 
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Much o f what i s known about t h e i n d i g e n o u s SSEM p r a c t i c e s 

i s c o n t a i n e d i n A l l i s o n G r i f f i t h ' s s o m etimes l u r i d d e s c r i p t i o n s 

< i b i d.) . An e x p e c t a n t mother was c o n f i n e d , i n h e a t h e n 

c u s t o m , t o s o l i t a r y s e c l u s i o n f r o m t h e t i m e o f t h e f i r s t 

s i g n s o f l a b o r t o a month a f t e r p a r t u r i t i o n , and t r a d i t i o n s 

s u c h a s t h i s were t h e f i r s t t o be a d d r e s s e d by t h e C h r i s t i a n s . 

V i c t i m s o f v i o l e n c e o r a c c i d e n t , abandoned by t h e pag a n s , 

f o u n d t h e i r way t o C h r i s t i a n c e n t e r s where, a f t e r t h e y 

were h e a l e d , t h e y s ometimes s t a y e d on. The f e m a l e p o l l u t i o n 

t a b o o s were n o t o n l y r e l a x e d , but p e o p l e a c t i v e l y w o rked 

t o e r a d i c a t e them. Men, f o r i n s t a n c e , w o u l d t a k e c a r e 

of newborns, w h i c h under pagan t r a d i t i o n w o u l d be under 

t h e most s e v e r e o f p o l l u t i o n r e s t r i c t i o n s . And, " t h e 

f a c t t h a t a C h r i s t i a n can e a t f o o d c o o k e d by a m e n s t r u a t i n g 

woman w i t h o u t c o m i n g t o any harm i s s u f f i c i e n t p r o o f " 

f o r even t h e pagans o f t h e " a u t h o r i t y o f t h e B i b l e " CHogbin 

1939:181). G r i f f i t h s s t a t e s , 

T h e new o u t l o o k b r o u g h t new c u s t o m s o f c a r e f o r t h e 
s i c k and c o n c e r n f o r o t h e r s , and g r a d u a l l y t h e p e o p l e 
l e a r n e d t o o , how t o b u i l d h e a l t h i e r homes, w i t h f l o o r s 
and s e p a r a t e k i t c h e n s . T o b r i n g C h r i s t i a n t e a c h i n g 
t o t h e women and g i r l s , however, was a d i f f i c u l t 
t a s k ; t h e i r l i f e was f u l l o f d r u d g e r y and t h e i r h o r i z o n s 
so l i m i t e d ( 1 9 7 7 : 1 2 3 - 4 ) . 

Woman's eco n o m i c b u r d e n was g r e a t ; "a man w o u l d n e v e r 

dream o f c a r r y i n g f o o d , w a t e r or f i r e w o o d ; t h a t was women's 

work" < 1977: 121) . 
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The SSEM o r g a n i z e d s p e c i a l g r o u p s f o r women, su c h 

a s t h e Women's Band, w h i c h gave women an o p p o r t u n i t y o t h e r 

than a t w e e k l y m a r k e t s t o meet; " i t p r o v e d t o be t h e s e e d 

o f a ' g r a s s - r o o t s ' C h r i s t i a n i t y w h i c h s p r e a d i n t o t h e 

homes and l i v e s o f c o u n t l e s s f a m i l i e s " ( i d e m : 124). In 

c o n t r a s t t o men, most women i n t h e C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e s 

were n o t l i t e r a t e and he n c e c o u l d n o t " f e e d t h e m s e l v e s 

on S c r i p t u r e a t a l l " ( i d e m : 1 2 4 ) . C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e y were 

t a u g h t B i b l e v e r s e s i n t h e i r n a t i v e l a n g u a g e , t h e s e t h e y 

e a g e r l y m e m o r i z e d . T h e s u c c e s s o f t h e Women's ( s i n g i n g ) 

Bands i n p r o p a g a t i n g t h e word among women a s s u r e d t h e 

p r e s e n c e o f c o n t i n u a l c a n d i d a t e s f o r t h e m i s s i o n ' s g i r l ' s 

b o a r d i n g s c h o o l a t A f i o , where i n a d d i t i o n t o l i t e r a c y 

and s i n g i n g , t h e y were t a u g h t e l e m e n t a r y g e o g r a p h y , a r i t h m e t i c , 

h e a l t h and s e w i n g . T he g i r l ' s s c h o o l was p a t t e r n e d a f t e r 

a n a t i v e v i l l a g e and i n c l u d e d a n a t i v e k i t c h e n . 

J o a n [ D e c k ] knew how i m p o r t a n t i t was f o r her A f i o 
g i r l s t o f i t back e a s i l y i n t o v i l l a g e l i f e a g a i n , 
a f t e r t r a i n i n g . A l l t h e i r f o o d was c o o k e d i n i s l a n d 
s t y l e , and ea c h day t h e g i r l s w o u l d work h a r d i n 
t h e g a r d e n s , g r o w i n g panna, yams, t a r o and sweet 
p o t a t o s a s t h e y w o u l d a t home ( 1 9 7 7 : 1 2 7 ) . 

T h e m i s s i o n ' s d i s c o u r a g e m e n t o f b r i d e - p r i c e p r a c t i c e s 

was i t s p r i n c i p a l weapon i n b r i n g i n g g r e a t e r d e g r e e s o f 

s o c i a l j u s t i c e t o women, but w i t h r e s p e c t t o woman's r o l e 

i n s u b s i s t e n c e a c t i v i t i e s a s o p p o s e d t o h e r j u r a l and 

r e l i g i o u s s t a n d i n g , t h e SSEM can h a r d l y be a c c u s e d o f 
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i n t e r f e r i n g w i t h t r a d i t i o n . I t i s h e r e t h a t M a l a i t a n 

C h r i s t i a n i t y p e r h a p s a c h i e v e s i t s g r e a t e s t d e g r e e o-f c u l t u r a l 

c o n t i n u i t y . 

I n d u s t r i a l i s a t i o n 

L i k e t h e Kwato m i s s i o n i n Papua, t h e SSEM was c o n c e r n e d 

a bout i n d i g e n o u s e conomic w e l l - b e i n g , but - f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s 

l e d them t o t a k e v e r y d i f f e r e n t a p p r o a c h e s . F l o r e n c e 

Young i n v i t e d h e r b r o t h e r s and o t h e r s t o i n v e s t i n l a r g e 

c o c o n u t g r o w i n g a r e a s on t h e west c o a s t o f t h e i s l a n d , 

s t a t i ng: 

... t h i s w o u l d p r o v i d e employment f o r C h r i s t i a n Boys 
and t h u s r e l i e v e t h e M i s s i o n o f t h e b u r d e n o f i n d u s t r i a l 
work and s e t us f r e e f o r t h e p u r e l y s p i r i t u a l b u s i n e s s 
o f t e a c h i n g (Young 1925:194). 

Th e r e l a t i o n s o f t h e M a l a y t a Company (1909 t o 1912) w i t h 

i t s w o r k e r s was l a x by g e n e r a l p l a n t a t i o n s t a n d a r d s . 

I t d e v e l o p e d a " r e p u t a t i o n f o r i n e f f i c i e n c y and e x t r a v a g a n c e " 

( H i l l i a r d 1969:53) a s i t r a i s e d p r i c e s p a i d f o r n a t i v e 

c o p r a t o t h e p o i n t o f d r i v i n g s m a l l e r E u r o p e a n p l a n t e r s 

i n t o b a n k r u p t c y . A f t e r s u f f e r i n g l a r g e l o s s e s , t h e M a l a y t a 

Company c e a s e d o p e r a t i o n s a f t e r t h r e e y e a r s . A l t h o u g h 

income f r o m c o p r a p r o d u c t i o n w o u l d c o n t r i b u t e t o t h e 

o p e r a t i n g e x p e n s e s o f t h e SSEM s c h o o l s , t h e y n e v e r became 

s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g , w h i c h was t h e a p p a r e n t g o a l . 

D i s t r i c t O f f i c e r B e l l , who had c o p r a i n t e r e s t s o f 
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h i s own a t Malu'u w i t h M a e k a l i ' s f a m i l y , s t a t e d t h a t t h e 

m i s s i o n ' s a t t i t u d e o f s u p e r i o r i t y e x t e n d e d t o i t s c o m m e r c i a l 

v e n t u r e , w h i c h a l i e n a t e d i t f r o m o t h e r p l a n t e r s and t r a d e r s 

< H i 1 1 i a r d 1969:53). 

I t i s c l e a r t h a t t h e r e q u i s i t e r e l a t i o n s o f i n d u s t r i a l 

c o p r a p r o d u c t i o n were n o t i n harmony w i t h t h o s e o f t h e 

C h r i s t i a n community b e i n g d e v e l o p e d by t h e SSEM. The 

SSEM e n c o u r a g e d a m i n i m a l need f o r E u r o p e a n money. In 

c o n t r a s t t o o t h e r m i s s i o n s i t r a n no t r a d e s t o r e s , a l t h o u g h 

some v i l l a g e t e a c h e r s d i d s e t up s t o r e s o f t h e i r own. 

So t h e y p a s s e d up t h i s p o t e n t i a l s o u r c e o f r e v e n u e . The 

' E v a n g e l , ' a s i t c a l l e d a r o u n d t h e p a s s a g e s o f t h e i s l a n d , 

c a r r i e d no t e m p t i n g t r a d e g o o d s . But a s Deck s t a t e s , 

t h e y c a r r i e d "a b i g c a r g o o f Hope" ( M o u n t i n o Up N i t h H i n o s . 

p.78) . 

The SSEM had a c o n c e r n f o r employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 

and l i t e r a c y t r a i n i n g was p e r h a p s v i e w e d a s a l s o t oward 

t h e s e e n d s , a s t h e i r aim was t o make t h e i n d i g e n o u s c h u r c h e s 

i n d e p e n d e n t o f SSEM s u p p o r t . But t h e m i s s i o n c o u l d u n d e r t a k e 

no commitment t o i n d u s t r i a l e d u c a t i o n i n t h e f o r m o f t r a d e s 

and c r a f t s - s h o p s , w h i c h was an e m p h a s i s a t Kwato. T h e s e 

s e r v i c e s , a s Kwato's f o u n d e r C h a r l e s A b e l w e l l knew, were 

a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x p e n s e , and t h e SSEM had a p p a r e n t l y nowhere 

near t h e f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s o f Kwato. N o n e t h e l e s s , t h e r e 
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was a h i g h demand -for s u c h e d u c a t i o n among t h e i s l a n d e r s , 

w h i c h became v o c a l i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e y e a r s . The - f i r s t 

i t e m i n t h e C h a i r and R u l e ' s p e t i t i o n c a l l s -for " t h e government 

t o g r a n t us a t e c h n i c a l s c h o o l t o t e a c h b o y s c a r p e n t r y , 

b o a t - b u i l d i n g , e n g i n e e r i n g , w i r e l e s s , t y p e - w r i t i n g and 

t i m b e r c u t t i n g " ( L a r a c y 1983:49). 

T h u s t h e SSEM's p o l i c y on e conomic d e v e l o p m e n t was 

ambiguous, and i t i s p e r h a p s h e r e t h a t t h e m i s s i o n t a k e s 

on i t s most " o t h e r - w o r l d l y " a s p e c t s . 

A t t h i s -far remove -from t h e s o u t h P a c i f i c , a f u l l e r 

h i s t o r y o f t h e SSEM i s i m p o s s i b l e t o c o n s t r u c t . N o n e t h e l e s s , 

t h e m a t e r i a l p r e s e n t e d h e r e w o u l d t e n d t o s o f t e n H i l l i a r d ' s 

n e g a t i v e p o r t r a y a l o f t h e m i s s i o n ' s s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t 

program, w h i c h had many b r o a d and p r o g r e s s i v e e f f e c t s . 

T he r a p i d i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n i t y i n M a l a i t a i n d i c a t e s 

t h a t t h e i s l a n d e r s were d e s i r o u s o f c h a n ge, and i t was 

l i t e r a c y w h i c h showed them a way t o e f f e c t change i n t h e i r 

commun i t i e s . 
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C h a p t e r 9. I n d i Q e n i z a t i o n o-f t h e c h u r c h 

In t h i s c h a p t e r I w i l l d i s c u s s some a d d i t i o n a l i m p a c t s 

o-f t h e m i s s i o n among t h e i s l a n d e r s i n terms o-f t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s 

o-f t h e SSEM's i n d i gen i z a t i on p o l i c y . T h e p r i n c i p a l aim 

h e r e i s t o d e v e l o p an u n d e r s t a n d i n g o-f t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s ' 

r o l e i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d , w i t h i n t h e c o v e r i n g 

themes o-f a c c u l t u r a t i o n , c o n t i n u i t i e s and s y n c r e t i s m . 

The Kwara'ae and Malu'u E v a n g e l i c a l s 

In t h i s s e c t i o n I w i l l e n l a r g e upon two a s p e c t s o-f M a l a i t a n 

C h r i s t i a n t y , p a t t e r n s o-f c o n v e r s i o n and r i t u a l p r a c t i c e s . 

A d e t a i l e d e x a m i n a t i o n o-f t h e c o n v e r s i o n p a t t e r n and 

e a r l y h i s t o r y o-f t h e SSEM among t h e Kwara'ae p e o p l e , whose 

t e r r i t o r y l i e s s o u t h o-f H o g b i n ' s T o a ' b a i t a , i s g i v e n i n 

L i c h t e n b e r K ' s u n p u b l i s h e d p a p e r <1986), and I w i l l u s e 

h i s d a t a ( b e a r i n g r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r e r r o r s o-f i n t e r p r e t a t i o n ) , 

a l o n g w i t h m a t e r i a l p u b l i s h e d by Hobgin t o d e v e l o p some 

a d d i t i o n a l p o i n t s . 

Upon t h e r e p a t r i a t i o n o-f t h e l a b o r e r s , C h r i s t i a n s 

•found t h a t t h e y had t o i s o l a t e t h e m s e l v e s f r o m t h e s u r r o u n d i n g 

pagan n e i g h b o r s . I t was P e t e r Ambuo-fa who e s t a b l i s h e d 

t h e p a t t e r n o-f s e p a r a t i o n . A s N o r t h c o t e Deck o-f t h e SSEM 
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w r i t e s , "he d i s c o v e r e d t h a t a s p i r i t u a l , a s w e l l a s a 

n a t u r a l g a r d e n , must be -fenced" < i_n L i ch t e n b e r k , i b i d . : 3) . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n s e t t l e m e n t s among t h e Kwara'ae o f n o r t h 

M a l a i t a were c o n t i n u a l l y h a r a s s e d by t h e s u r r o u n d i n g bush 

p o p u l a t i o n s . U n t i l p a c i f i c a t i o n , t h e y were p r e y t o pagan 

'War-Makers' i n t e n t on a v e n g i n g a n c e s t r a l d e s e c r a t i o n . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n c e n t e r s became known a s " s c h o o l s " i n l i g h t 

o f t h e m a j o r a c t i v i t y t h e r e . E f f e c t i n g s e p a r a t i o n , t h e 

C h r i s t i a n s were p e r h a p s f o l l o w i n g an o l d p r a c t i c e o f movement 

of bush p o p u l a t i o n s t o w a r d t h e c o a s t . By t h e 1920s, f e a r 

o f t h e government was u n d e r m i n i n g t h e ramo power. A s 

L i c h t e n b e r k s t a t e s , 

When a k i l l i n g was r e q u i r e d f o r r i t u a l p u r i f i c a t i o n , 
i t i n c r e a s i n g l y opened t h e a n c e s t o r s t o d e s e c r a t i o n s 
w h i c h removed t h e i r p r o t e c t i v e i n f l u e n c e and c h a l l e n g e d 
t h e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e i r p r i e s t s . In some c a s e s t h i s 
l e d d i r e c t l y t o c o n v e r s i o n t o C h r i s t i a n i t y and i n 
g e n e r a l , a s i n d i g e n o u s p o l i t i c a l a u t h o r i t y was s u b v e r t e d 
by i n c r e a s i n g government i n t e r f e r e n c e , t h e power 
o f t h e a n c e s t o r s was d i s c r e d i t e d i n t h e e y e s o f more 
and more p e o p l e . T h e C h r i s t i a n s p l a y e d t h e i r own 
p a r t w i t h r o u t i n e r i t u a l v i o l a t i o n s and c o o p e r a t i n g 
w i t h t h e goverment i n t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e i r own 
s e c u r i t y < i dem:9-10). 

The f i r s t c o n v e r t s came a s i n d i v i d u a l s s e e k i n g r e f u g e 

and s a n c t u a r y : women a l i e n a t e d f r o m t h e s y s t e m o r p e r h a p s 

o s t r a c i z e d and e x p e c t e d t o commit s u i c i d e ; f o r m e r p l a n t a t i o n 

l a b o r e r s n o s t a l g i c f o r Q u e e n s l a n d l i f e ; o r d i s t r i c t g r o u p 

l e a d e r s who grew d i s g u s t e d w i t h t h e i r a n c e s t o r s f o r p e r m i t t i n g 
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s i c k n e s s t o i n c r e a s e . D u r i n g t h e i n f l u e n z a pandemic o f 

1919, Deck w r o t e t h a t h e a t h e n a r e a s . w e r e a f f e c t e d much 

w o r s e than t h e C h r i s t i a n , 

w i t h t h e r e s u l t t h a t l a r g e r numbers o f them have 
been c o m i n g down t o s c h o o l than f o r y e a r s p a s t . 
T h i s , t o o , i s t h e r e p e n t e n c e o f iear, y e t i t i s p e r h a p s 
t h e most common c a u s e o f men j o i n i n g t h e s c h o o l s 
i n a l l d i s t r i c t s ... what i s i n t h e i r m i n d s i s ... 
t h e i d e a o f h a v i n g offen;ded an, unseen power who must 
be a p p e a s e d . .... A t p r e s e n t ' a t Malu s e v e r a l o f 
t h e v i l l a g e s h a v e been >r;ather overwhelmed w i t h t h e 
i n f l u x o f h e a t h e n . . . (Not i n V a i n . 1919-28, No. 2 

p.6) . 

By t h e 1920s, w h o l e d i s t r i c t g r o u p s , w h i c h Deck c a l l e d 

" f a m i l i e s " were co m i n g down t o " s c h o o l . " T h e s t a t u s o f 

t h e a g n a t i c l i n e a g e o f a n c e s t r a l s p i r i t s was i n s h a r p 

d e c l i n e , and p e o p l e were "now d e p e n d i n g on p r a y e r m e r e l y 

t o t h e i r d e ad f a t h e r s and g r a n d f a t h e r s " (ijn Not i n V a i n . 

1921:3-4). A l t h o u g h most p e o p l e came t o t h e C h r i s t i a n 

v i l l a g e s t o e s c a p e t h e c o n s e q u e n c e s ^ d f t h e f a i l u r e o f 

t h e i n d i g e n o u s s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s , some made, t h e i r way 

t o a n o t h e r , s y n c r e t i c , ' s c h o o l ' w h i c h made i t s a p p e a r a n c e 

a t about t h i s t i m e . 

X X X 

I w i l l n e x t a d d r e s s i n o u t l i n e f o r m some o f t h e known 

f a c t s and s p e c u l a t i o n s about new e x e o e t i c a l c e n t r e s on 

M a l a i t a w h i c h grew up a l o n g s i d e t h e b u r g e o n i n g SSEM v i l l a g e s . 

T he bu1u c u l t s o f t h e 1920s t o d a y c o n s t i t u t e a r e l a t i v e l y 



new a r e a o-f e t h n o - h i s t o r i c a l a t t e n t i o n , <cf. K e e s i n g 1976; 

1978; t s : 2 5 - 3 2 ; B u r t 1983:338; and L i c h t e n b e r k t . s . 1986) 

and l i t t l e i s c o n c l u s i v e l y known about them. A c c o r d i n g 

t o L i c h t e n b e r k , t h e i r a d h e r e n t s a d o p t e d t h e "now t r i e d 

and t e s t e d C h r i s t i a n s c h o o l r i t u a l , " d i s c a r d e d t h e a n c e s t r a l 

r e l i c s , r e l a x e d -female p o l l u t i o n r e s t r i c t i o n s t h u s i n c r e a s i n g 

women's p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n r i t u a l , and made p r o m i s e s about 

s e e i n g t h e a n c e s t o r s a g a i n . 

N o r t h c o t e Deck s t a t e s t h a t t h e c u l t s o r i g i n a t e d i n 

t h e i n t e r i o r o-f c e n t r a l M a l a i t a a r o u n d 1919-20. He had 

some - f i r s t hand - f a m i l i a r i t y w i t h t h e p r a c t i c e s and b e l i e - f s 

o f one o r two o-f t h e s e c u l t s , but he does n o t document 

how w i d e s p r e a d t h e y were beyond s a y i n g t h e y were -found 

b o t h a t t h e c o a s t and i n t h e h i g h b u s h . Nor doe s he a d d r e s s 

i n t h e p u b l i s h e d m i s s i o n l i t e r a t u r e t h e d e t a i l s o f t h e i r 

d o c t r i n e s and p r a c t i c e s . T he b a s i c p a t t e r n was t o e s t a b l i s h 

a new s i t e , p e r h a p s i n i m i t a t i o n o f t h e m i s s i o n s , c a l l e d 

a ' s c h o o l ' , i n w h i c h p r a c t i t i o n e r s t u r n e d t h e i r a t t e n t i o n 

t o a c l a s s o f s p i r i t u a l b e i n g s c a l l e d a o a l o - k e n i . l i t e r a l l y 

t h e womens'-ghosts, who were c l a i m e d t o be c a p a b l e o f 

n e u t r a l i z i n g and m e d i a t i n g t h e a o a l o power t o c a u s e s i c k n e s s 

and m i s f o r t u n e . Deck s t a t e s t h a t "many o f t h e o l d h e a t h e n 

'abus' o r p r o h i b i t i o n s have been a b o l i s h e d " (May, 1921:4-5). 

T r a d i t i o n a l l y , o n l y a m a l e who d i e s o f c e r t a i n c a u s e s 
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could attain the state o-f ancestor ghost which enjoined 

him a-fter death to the sacred complex. Mal ai tan akal o 

could be continually present, and through the i11ocutionary 

•format of swears <kwal o) were always potential participants 

in every interlocution and undertaking (Keesing 1979; 

Hogbin 1939). As well , akalo could manifest themselves 

in columns of smoke and in snakes, in addition to coming 

into a person through trance-possession, in techniques 

as I have noted which were under the control of lineage 

priests , the "Peace-Masters." In the north Malaitan arrangements, 

the immortal quotient of a woman in contrast to a man, 

did not become a ghost, but a rat (Tyhurst, personal communication). 

Lichtenberk states that in the case of the bu1u cults , 

"the rat was supposed to block the power of the akalo. 

protecting pople from them and so rel ieving them from 

sacrif ice l ike school". Citing a publication I have not 

reviewed, Lichtenberk states that, at Alasa'a, Deck witnessed 

a service in which Bulu enthusiasts prayed and cried out 

in a strange language, offering bits of taro and pork 

to a rat confined in an enclosure at the back of the house. 

The people were apparently attempting to interpret the 

rat 's speech, according to new doctrinal strategies vaguely 

sketched out by the bu1u priest . 
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Bu1u c u l t i s m a t t e m p t e d t o i n s t i t u t e s o c i a l c h a n g e s 

but k e p t them w i t h i n t h e c o n t r o l o-f t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n s 

o f s a c r e d e x p e r i e n c e . D r i v e n i n e x o r a b l y by t h e need t o 

c h a n g e , t h e bu1u c u l t i s t s a t t e m p t e d t o o v e r t h r o w t h e a o a l o 

w i t h o u t a c c e p t i n g t h e E u r o p e a n ' s i n t e r p r e t i v e a u t h o r i t y . 

In a - f - f e c t i n g t o -free p e o p l e -from t h e a o a l o. o n l y t o s u b s t i t u t e 

t h e a o a l o - k e n i . t h e c u l t s , s t a t e d Deck " t h u s seek t o c o u n t e r f e i t 

t h e l i b e r t y o f t h e G o s p e l " <Not i n V a i n . May 1921:5). 

By 1929 t h e bu1u c u l t s were i n d e c l i n e . T h e o r i g i n a t o r 

o f one g r o u p s t a r t e d c o m i n g t o s c h o o l . The r e s t o f t h e 

a d h e r e n t s were l e f t i n t h e bush " t e r r i f i e d by s p i r i t v o i c e s 

c a l l e d A k a l o - g e n i . " Deck s t a t e s , 

... t h e y s e n t f o r t h e t e a c h e r f r o m Bui a, who f o u n d 
them a l l c r owded i n t o one h o u s e , i n t e r r o r , f r o m 
t h e v o i c e s . A f t e r p r a y i n g f o r them he went i n t o 
t h e h o u s e where t h e v o i c e s were h e a r d , and p r a y e d 
a l l n i g h t . T h e r e were no m a n i f e s t a t i o n s , t h e r e u p o n 
t h e p e o p l e a l l moved down t o t h e s c h o o l v i l l a g e <Not  
i n V a i n . A p r i l 1929:4). 

The b u l u c u l t s w o u l d a p p a r e n t l y n o t emerge a g a i n 

u n t i l 1939 among t h e Kwaio, and t h e y may a l s o have had 

a s l i g h t p r e s e n c e d u r i n g t h e g e n e r a l m i l l e n i a l ambience 

of t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d <cf. K e e s i n g , A l l a n ) . 

X X X 

L i c h t e n b e r k t r a c e s t h e e a r l y c o n v e r s i o n p a t t e r n o f 

Kwara'ae c l a n s and s t a t e s t h a t " t h e d e s e c r a t i o n s and c o n v e r s i o n s 

s p l i t Gwnunaongi [ a Kwara'ae d e s c e n t g r o u p ] more o r l e s s 
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a c c o r d i n g t o e x i s t i n g g e n e a l o g i c a l and r i t u a l d i v i s i o n s " 

(idem:38) . A g r o u p ' s d e c i s i o n t o come t o s c h o o l f o l l o w e d 

t h a t o f an i n d i g e n o u s l e a d e r w i t h r i t u a l a u t h o r i t y . By 

t h e 1938s, government b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e Kwara'ae were 

a l l members of t h e m i s s i o n s and t h a t i t was " t h e most 

c i v i l i z e d d i s t r i c t on M a l a i t a . " 

H o g b i n l i s t s f o u r r e a s o n s f o r c o n v e r s i o n on M a l a i t a 

i n t h e e a r l y 1938s. P e t e r Ambuofa and a few o t h e r s were 

t h e s t r o n g e x c e p t i o n s t o a g e n e r a l p a t t e r n o f a p o s t a s y 

among t h e r e p a t r i a t e d Q u e e n s l a n d l a b o r e r s ( 1 9 3 9 : 1 7 9 ) . 

Much o f t h e i n i t i a l e f f o r t was an a t t e m p t t o r e c o v e r b a c k - s l i d e r s , 

T h e s e e f f o r t s were a d d r e s s e d t o t h e " l a c k o f r e t u r n " p r o v i d e d 

by t h e a n c e s t r a l s p i r i t s i n e x c h a n g e f o r pagan l a b o r and 

s a c r i f i c e . 

L i t e r a c y was t h e f i r s t r e a s o n f o r c o n v e r s i o n . H o gbin 

s t r e s s e s b o t h p r a c t i c a l and " m y s t i c a l " v a l u e s o f e d u c a t i o n . 

In a d d i t i o n t o r e a d i n g t h e i r B i b l e s , w r i t i n g l e t t e r s and 

k e e p i n g a c c o u n t s o f t a f u 1 i ' a e and money l o a n s and t r a n s a c t i o n s , 

t h e M e l a n e s i a n s v a l u e d t h e f a c t t h a t l i t e r a c y i n c r e a s e d 

employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s w i t h j o b r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . Hogbin 

d i s c u s s e d " m y s t i c a l " v a l u e s not i n t e r m s o f l i t e r a c y l e a d i n g 

t o i n c r e a s e d d e p t h o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , but 

o f s e c u r i n g a c c e s s t o m a t e r i a l w e a l t h . B e c a u s e t h e r e were 

no government s c h o o l s , l i t e r a c y t r a i n i n g was a v a i l a b l e 
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o n l y a t t h e m i s s i o n . A l t h o u g h some a t t e n d e d s i m p l y t o 

l e a r n how t o r e a d and w r i t e , many s t a y e d on and a c c e p t e d 

C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

T he s e c o n d r e a s o n -for c o n v e r s i o n was t h e p r o m i s e 

o-f e t e r n a l l i - f e , a p o i n t o f t e n r a i s e d by pagans i n t h e i r 

d i s c u s s i o n s w i t h t h e SSEM t e a c h e r . O f t e n t h e i n t e r e s t 

e x t e n d s t o w h e t h e r c o n v e r t s w i l l be a b l e t o s e e t h e i r 

c h i l d r e n i n t h e a f t e r l i f e . T h e SSEM r e p l y i s t o p o i n t 

s i m p l y a t t h e p r o m i s e o f t h e H o l y S c r i p t u r e s ; t h e r e i s 

no e x t e r i o r j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r a c c e p t a n c e o f t h e B a s i c 

Dogma ( J o h n 3 : 1 6 ) , w h i c h s t a n d s a x i o m a t i c a l 1 y i n t h e C h r i s t i a n 

d i s c u r s i v e s y s t e m . 

A t h i r d r e a s o n f o r c o n v e r s i o n was due t o t h e w a n i n g 

e f f i c a c y o f t h e a o a l o t o p r o t e c t a g a i n s t s i c k n e s s or o t h e r 

bad l u c k . O t h e r p a gans came t o t h e C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h 

o u t o f l o y a l t y t o k i n g r o u p s . One f i n d s t h a t t h e d e c i s i o n 

t o c o n v e r t by a " l e a d i n g man" was f o l l o w e d by a s i m i l a r 

d e c i s i o n among h i s c o - r e s i d e n t s , w h i c h i s b o r n e o u t by 

L i c h t e n b e r k ' s r e s e a r c h e s . T h e r e was a t e n d e n c y f o r t h e 

T o a ' m b a i t a d i s t r i c t h a m l e t s t o be e i t h e r e x c l u s i v e l y C h r i s t i a n 

o r e x c l u s i v e l y h e a t h e n . 

H a v i n g o u t l i n e d t h e g e n e r a l f e a t u r e s o f e a r l y C h r i s t i a n 

c o n v e r s i o n , I w i l l now t u r n t o Ian H o g b i n ' s d e p i c t i o n 

of r i t u a l e l e m e n t s among t h e T o a ' m b a i t a C h r i s t i a n s i n 
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t h e n o r t h o f t h e i s l a n d d u r i n g 1934. 

Sometimes t r a d i t i o n a l e n m i t i e s between d i s t r i c t 

h a m l e t s were e x p r e s s e d i n a new i d i o m of r e l i g i o u s c o m p e t i t i o n . 

C h r i s t i a n s " a t t a c k e d " h e a t h e n w o r s h i p e r s and c e r e m o n i a l s , 

i n t e r r u p t i n g them w i t h s i n g i n g p r o c e s s i o n s c a r r y i n g b a n n e r s 

and p o s t e r s . B o t h t h e A n g l i c a n s and E v a n g e l i c a l s had m i s s i o n s 

a t M a l u ' u , a l t h o u g h t h e y were l o c a t e d on t h e o p p o s i t e 

s i d e s o f t h e h a r b o r . T h e members o f t h e two m i s s i o n s 

had no l o v e f o r one a n o t h e r , H ogbin n o t e s , b u t t h e y d i d 

not q u a r r e l " e x p r e s s l y " o v e r d o c t r i n e s . R e l a t i v e t o 

t h e p a g a n s , t h e C h r i s t i a n s o f e i t h e r d e n o m i n a t i o n had 

so many p o i n t s i n common t h a t i f one or a n o t h e r m i s s i o n 

s u s p e n d e d a member, a f t e r an i n t e r v a l he c o u l d j o i n t h e 

o t h e r . 

A l t h o u g h H o g b i n " n e v e r o n c e had t h e s l i g h t e s t r e s p o n s e 

f r o m t h e Sermon on t h e Mount, w h i c h a p p e a r e d t o be r e g a r d e d 

a s a p a s s a g e o f no p a r t i c u l a r r e l a t i o n t o n a t i v e c o n c e r n s " 

<1939:183), he a t t e s t s t o l o n g a r g u m e n t s b e i n g h e l d o v e r 

s u b t l e p o i n t s o f d o c t r i n e , s u c h a s where C a i n ' s w i f e came 

f r o m , t h e n a t i v e s o f t e n q u o t i n g c h a p t e r and v e r s e o f b o t h 

New and O l d T e s t a m e n t s w i t h w h i c h t h e y were f a m i l i a r . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n p o p u l a t i o n o f Malu'u e x c e e d e d t h e c a p a c i t y 

o f t h e e a r l y v i l l a g e a t I r o m b u l e , and c o n s e q u e n t l y t h e r e 

d e v e l o p e d a p a t t e r n where t h e m a j o r i t y o f C h r i s t i a n s c o n t i n u e d 
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t o d w e l l i n t h e d i s t r i c t h a m l e t s , where "each homestead 

ha s a l i t t l e c h u r c h o-f i t s own where t h e h e ads o-f h o u s e h o l d s 

c o n d u c t p r a y e r s e v e r y e v e n i n g " ( H o g b i n 1939:177). No 

E u r o p e a n m i s s i o n a r y -for t h e MM r e s i d e d a t M a l u ' u ; i t s 

•focus was a t S a ' a on s m a l l M a l a . However, up u n t i l 1932 

t h e SSEM m a i n t a i n e d a c o n t i n g e n t o-f E u r o p e a n s r e s i d i n g 

a t M a lu'u who c o n d u c t e d s e r v i c e s and s u p e r i n t e n d e d s c h o o l 

c l a s s e s (idem:175) . 

H o g b i n n o t e s t h e c o n t r a s t i n t h e s t y l e o-f w o r s h i p 

between t h e two c o n g r e g a t i o n s . Most s t r i k i n g i s t h e a b s e n c e 

o-f d e c o r a t i v e and c e r e m o n i a l e l e m e n t s among t h e E v a n g e l i c a l s 

t b u t s e e t h e n a t i v e s c h o o l a t B i n a l , and t h e i m p o r t a t i o n 

o-f H i g h C h u r c h r i t u a l i n t o t h e s e r v i c e s o-f t h e A n g l i c a n s 

t o g e t h e r w i t h n a t i v e d e c o r a t i v e e l e m e n t s . Communion was 

c e l e b r a t e d more o-f t e n by t h e E v a n g e l i c a l s ; among t h e A n g l i c a n s 

t h e s e r v i c e r e q u i r e d a p r i e s t t o v i s i t -from N g g e l a . The 

d o c t r i n e o-f c o n f e s s i o n o f f e r s s t a r k c o n t r a s t s . The A n g l i c a n s 

p r a c t i c e d p r i v a t e c o n f e s s i o n on S a t u r d a y e v e n i n g s . The 

E v a n g e l i c a l s i n c o r p o r a t e d e m o t i o n a l l y i n t e n s e p u b l i c c o n f e s s i o n 

i n t o t h e i r f u l l Sunday s e r v i c e s and p r a c t i c e d t o t a l i mmersion 

b a p t i s m f o r a d u l t s who p a s s e d an o r a l e x a m i n a t i o n . 

Both c o n g r e g a t i o n s c o n d u c t e d s e r v i c e s and c l a s s e s 

i n v e r n a c u l a r l a n g u a g e , t h e A n g l i c a n s u s i n g t h e Book o f 

Common P r a y e r and t h e E v a n g e l i c a l s t h e New T e s t a m e n t , 
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t r a n s l a t e d i n t o T o ' a m b a i t a i n 1923, and o t h e r t e a c h i n g 

t e x t s . T he SSEM C h r i s t i a n s made a p o i n t o f co m i n g down 

•from t h e bush h a m l e t s t o a t t e n d t h e Sunday s e r v i c e s a t 

I r o m b u l e . A t c h u r c h , a f t e r l e n g t h y B i b l e r e a d i n g s , d i f f e r e n t 

members o f t h e E v a n g e l i c a l c o n g r e g a t i o n then p r a y e d a l o u d . 

A s H o g b i n r e c o u n t s , " h e a l t h , p r o s p e r i t y , and s t r e n g t h 

t o c a r r y on a g a i n s t t h e t e m p t a t i o n s o f S a t a n a r e r e q u e s t e d 

f o r a l l p r e s e n t , and I have h e a r d a man p r a y t h a t e v e r y 

member o f t h e m i s s i o n m i g h t have s u f f i c i e n t money t o pay 

h i s t a x . " P u b l i c p r a y e r s were a l s o o f f e r e d f o r i n d i v i d u a l s 

who c o n f e s s e d b e f o r e t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n , upon whose p u b l i c 

n a t u r e t h e E v a n g e l i c a l s p l a c e d much e m p h a s i s . 

Hogbin p r o v i d e s e v i d e n c e f o r h e a l i n g p r a c t i c e s i n 

t h e 1930s a s b e i n g b a s e d more on c o n f e s s i o n than demon 

e x o r c i s m a s d e s c r i b e d by G r i f f i t h s <1977) above, s o t h e r e 

i s some e v i d e n c e t h a t e m p h a s i s on " Z i o n i s t " p r a c t i c e s 

v a r i e d among t h e C h r i s t i a n s . A t M a l u ' u , 

A l t h o u g h t h e E v a n g e l i c a l t e a c h e r s v i s i t t h e s i c k 
t h e y do n o t ask on t h e i r own i n i t i a t i v e what s i n s 
have been c o m m i t t e d , s i n c e t h e y b e l i e v e t h a t each 
man must examine h i s a c t i o n s f o r h i m s e l f and d e c i d e 
why God i s a n g r y ( H o g b i n 1939:194). 

On t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e q u i n t e n n i a l v i s i t s o f t h e M i s s i o n ' s 

Sydney p e r s o n n e l , "what can o n l y be d e s c r i b e d a s an o r g y 

o f c o n f e s s i o n " o c c u r r e d a t e v e r y s t a t i o n v i s i t e d . " P e r s i s t e n c e 

of good h e a l t h i s t h e o n l y i n f a l l i b l e s i g n o f f o r g i v e n e s s " 



<idem:191-2). 

Organization o-f the Indigenized Church 

The central problem o-f th i s area o-f theory i s the community 

r o l e o-f the indigenous SSEM teacher. He was not a clergyman; 

he could not o f f i c i a t e at baptisms. Nor was he appointed 

as a native court e l d e r . Yet he was a powerful member 

of the community, and we must inquire as to the basis 

and nature of h i s author i ty . 

Combined with the e f fec ts of govenment p a c i f i c a t i o n , 

by the la te 1930s the e f for t of the mission had resul ted 

in massive changes in the human geography of north M a l a i t a . 

Pagan areas included only those most d i f f i c u l t of access, 

the Baele lea , Baegu, and Fata leka , the Kwaio, and central 

' A r e ' A r e as well as parts of Small Mala. The majority 

of the population was concentrated in a new geographic 

zone a l l around the i s land between sea and bush, where 

there developed the new "urbanized" coastal mission v i l l a g e s 

which were forbidden to pagans. 

Was the SSEM school teacher the leader over th i s 

new type of settlement, and i f so, was he a new type of 

Malaitan leader, or was h i s leadership s ign i f i cance p r i m a r i l y 

derived from c o n t i n u i t i e s with the indigenous system? 

The teacher may be continuous with the t r a d i t i o n a l 'big-man' 

at a general level of ana lys i s , <cf. Cochrane 1971), but 
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w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e t r i u m v i r a t e o-f powers, he i s v e r y 

d i - f - f i c u l t t o p o s i t i o n , a s t h e - f o l l o w i n g c o m p a r i s o n w i t h 

t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' i d e a l t y p e s r e v e a l s . 

In some r e s p e c t s , t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s r e s e m b l e t h e 

' F e a s t - M a k e r ' i n d i g e n o u s t y p e , -for t h e y o r g a n i z e d c h u r c h 

• f e s t i v a l s , t h e b u i l d i n g o-f c h u r c h e s , s i n g i n g bands and 

s o - f o r t h . However i t i s not c l e a r t o what e x t e n t t h e 

SSEM t e a c h e r s o r g a n i z e d s u b s i s t e n c e c u l t i v a t i o n e-f-forts 

i n t h e v i l l a g e s , w h i c h were p r o b a b l y a m a t t e r o-f -family 

d e c i s i o n , and i t i s not c l e a r t h a t he e a r n e d p r e s t i g e 

•from w h a t e v e r o r g a n i z i n g p r o w e s s he m a n i f e s t e d . 

M a e k a l i s t a t e d t o H o g b i n , a s q u o t e d on page 55 i n 

C h a p t e r 2, t h a t t h e C h r i s t i a n s r e c o g n i z e d no s e c u l a r l e a d e r s . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n s had no, or a t l e a s t a v e r y much r e s t r i c t e d , 

b r i d e - w e a l t h e x c h a n g e , s o t h e SSEM t e a c h e r c o u l d not have 

been a - f i n a n c i e r s u c h a s t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and e x e r c i s e 

t h a t k i n d o-f l e v e r a g e . T h e C h r i s t i a n s p a i d no c o m p e n s a t i o n 

f o r c u s t o m i n f r a c t i o n s , b e c a u s e s u c h were not r e c o g n i z e d , 

and p e a c e was m a i n t a i n e d by a r e l i a n c e on f e l l o w s h i p r a t h e r 

than v i o l e n c e . T h e t e a c h e r s l i v e d a t a s u b s i s t e n c e l e v e l 

a l o n g w i t h t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n s , upon whom t h e y depended 

f o r o f f e r i n g s , and f o o d . The t e a c h e r s had some r e d i s t r i b u t i v e 

e c o nomic r o l e i n r e t u r n i n g c l o t h i n g , t e x t b o o k s and a s s i s t a n c e 

t o new c o n v e r t s . However, t h i s t y p e o f r e d i s t r i b u t i o n 
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was v o l u n t a r y and e g a l i t a r i a n r a t h e r than c o e r c i v e and 

s t r a t i - f i e d and c o m p e t i t i v e i n n a t u r e ( s e e S a h l i n s 1965). 

T h e y m i g h t a l s o o p e r a t e s t o r e s , w h i c h c o n f l i c t e d w i t h 

t h e i d e o l o g y o f big-man l a r g e s s e and m a n i p u l a t i o n o-f l o a n s . 

T r a d e a l s o c o n f l i c t e d w i t h t h e c o l o n i a l e r a s t a t u s e v a l u a t i o n s . 

Most t r a d e r s were C h i n e s e , and h e l d i n low e s t e e m by even 

t h e i s l a n d e r s <cf. L a r a c y 1983:49). 

Th e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' was a l w a y s r e s i d e n t i n t h e community, 

s e r v i n g a s an example o f i n d u s t r y . But t e a c h e r s were 

known t o l e a v e t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s t o t a k e j o b s a t p l a n t a t i o n s 

and t o u n d e r t a k e i t i n e r a n t e v a n g e l i z i n g . And, i n a d d i t i o n 

t o t h e r e q u i r e m e n t s o f i n t e l l e c t u a l p u r s u i t s s u c h a s r e a d i n g 

and p r e p a r i n g l e s s o n s , t h e t e a c h e r had o t h e r demands on 

h i s t i m e . He had a w i d e r s o c i a l r e f e r e n c e g r o u p than 

t h e v i l l a g e r s . He had h i g h - p l a c e d c o n t a c t s and chums 

a t t h e m i s s i o n c e n t e r s , and he was r e q u i r e d t o a t t e n d 

i m p o r t a n t m e e t i n g s and c o n f e r e n c e s . T h u s , compared t o 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' s t a n d a r d s , t h e SSEM t e a c h e r 

was a r e l a t i v e g a d - a b o u t i f n o t a ' r u b b i s h m a n ' . 

The SSEM t e a c h e r was a l s o l i k e t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' . 

He l e g i t i m a t e d t h e s t r a t e g i e s o f t h e p r o c e s s o f s o c i a l 

d i a g n o s t i c s . T he t r a d i t i o n a l ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' p r e s i d e d 

o v e r an i n t e r p r e t i v e s y s t e m , the, s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s o f 

w h i c h were d i r e c t e d t o t h e c u s t o m a r y i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s o f 



omens, t o k e n s , dreams and s p i r i t v o i c e s , and w h i c h u p h e l d 

a r i g i d s t a n d a r d o-f c o l l e c t i v e b e h a v i o r i n w h i c h i n d i v i d u a l i 

was v i r t u a l l y i m p o s s i b l e . However, t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s , 

i n c o n t r a s t , were i n t e r p r e t i v e e x e g e t e s o-f a body o-f w r i t t e n 

t e x t . T h e i r a u t h o r i t y d i d not u p h o l d a c a t e c h i z e d and 

t r u t h f u l c u l t u r a l ' e n c y c l o p e d i a ' s o much a s t h e t r u t h 

o f t h e new 'handbook f o r l i v i n g , ' f o r a l i f e w h i c h was 

y e t t o be r e a l i z e d among t h e community o f b e l i e v e r s a c t i n g 

i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e i r own i n i t i a t i v e . The ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' 

was a p e r s o n whose c o r p u s was s a c r o s a n c t ( c f . R u s s e l l 

1951), but t h e t e a c h e r was a f e l l o w v i l l a g e r and had no 

s p e c i a l c l a i m on h o l i n e s s . T h e e n t i r e c o n t e n t o f t h e t y p e 

o f l e a d e r s h i p between t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' and t h e t e a c h e r 

i s t h u s d i f f e r e n t . 

L i c h t e n b e r k a d d r e s s e s t h e p r o b l e m o f SSEM i n d i g e n o u s 

l e a d e r s h i p i n t e r m s o f t h e s a c r e d l e g i t i m a t i o n o f s e c u l a r 

r o l e s . "The a u t h o r i t y o f t h e t e a c h e r s depended on t h e i r 

c o n t r o l o f r i t u a l k nowledge r a t h e r than on t h e s p e c i a l 

p e r s o n a l c o n t r o l o f s p i r i t u a l power c l a i m e d by Kwara'ae 

v i s i o n a r i e s o f t h e bu1u c u l t s ..." ( L i c h t e n b e r k , i b i d : 4 6 ) . 

But t h e C h r i s t i a n r i t u a l k nowledge w h i c h was t h e u l t i m a t e 

b a s i s o f t h e t e a c h e r s ' a u t h o r i t y was not e mployed i n 

t h e s e c u l a r s p h e r e i n t h e same way a s i t had been i n t h e 

t r a d i t i o n a l s y s t e m , L i c h t e n b e r k ' s e r r o r a s i t was f o r 
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C o c h r a n e ( 1 9 7 1 ) . I t was n o t t h a t t h e government and 

m i s s i o n had t a k e n o v e r t h e m u l t i - p u r p o s e o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

•framework <c-f. Lawr e n c e 1964:11; C o c h r a n e 1971:83), b ut 

t h e a p p a r e n t d i s a p p e a r a n c e o-f t h a t s t r u c t u r e a l t o g e t h e r , 

and t h e emergence o-f a new t y p e o-f l e a d e r s h i p and -foi 1 o w e r s h i p , 

b a s e d on t h e r e c o g n i t i o n o-f i n d i v i d u a l i t y , g r o w i n g out 

o-f t h e m i s s i o n o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

H o g b i n s t a t e s on many o c c a s i o n s t h a t SSEM C h r i s t i a n i y , 

w i t h i t s p r o s c r i p t i o n o-f b r i d e - w e a l t h , - f e a s t i n g and c o m p e n s a t i o n , 

u n d e r m i n e d t h e a u t h o r i t y o-f t h e nowane i n o t o o r ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' 

o-f-fice, a s p a c i - f i c a t i o n had removed t h e powers o-f t h e 

'War-Maker', and beu abu d e s e c r a t i o n s and t h e e n s u i n g 

r a i n o-f e p i d e m i c s i c k n e s s had t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' o r a o - f i a . 

But a l l t h e s e i m p a c t s must be w e i g h e d a g a i n s t an a d d i t i o n a l 

one: t h e u n d e r m i n i n g o-f t h e a u t h o r i t y o-f t h e e l d e r s o v e r 

t h e i r c h i l d r e n . No l o n g e r i n t h e i r c o n t r o l by v i r t u e 

o-f t h e i r b e i n g a b l e t o -fund t h e i r m a r r i a g e s , 

The c h i l d r e n o-f E v a n g e l i c a l c o n v e r t s l e a r n t o c h a l l e n g e 
t h e a u t h o r i t y o-f t h e i r e l d e r s when t h e y a t t e n d s c h o o l 
— though n o t , i t i s t r u e w i t h i n t h e s c h o o l w a l l s 
— and a s t h e y do n o t r e q u i r e a s s i s t a n c e on m a r r i a g e 
t h e y h a v e no need a t a l a t e r d a t e t o s u b m i t ( H o g b i n 
1939:224). 

Most o-f t h e p e r s o n s a t t e n d i n g s c h o o l were under t h e age 

o-f 16 and " w i t h i n a y e a r o r two, i n t h e E v a n g e l i c a l m i s s i o n , 

p a r e n t s were o p e n l y - f l o u t e d " ( i d e m : 267) . S c h o o l was d i s m i s s e d 

a t noon, and t h e y o u t h s u s e d t h e o p p o r t u n i t y a-fter s c h o o l 
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i n s t e a d o-f h e l p i n g t h e - f a m i l y , t o p l a y games, s p o r t s and 

s o c i a l i z e , k n owing t h a t t h e y c o u l d a l w a y s depend on a 

meal -from r e l a t i v e s i n t h e a r e a . T h e r e was a l s o an i n c r e a s e 

i n h o o l i g a n i s m . P e t t y t h e - f t , w h i c h was " s t i l l unknown 

among t h e h e a t h e n s " was common i n t h e C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e s , 

a l o n g w i t h a somewhat g r e a t e r d e g r e e o-f s e x u a l l i b e r t y . 

T he m i s s i o n a t t e m p t e d t o d e a l w i t h t h i s p r o b l e m by e n c o u r a g i n g 

r e l a t i v e s t o re-fuse -food t o t e e n a g e r s who c o u l d not j u s t i - f y 

t h e i r p r e s e n c e i n a n e i g h b o r h o o d a s b e i n g on b u s i n e s s . 

However, t h e c o n d i t i o n c a n n o t be d e s c r i b e d , a s H o gbin 

n o t e s , a s " a n a r c h y " < i d e m : 2 2 5 ) . Whereas t h e b o y s u s e d 

t h e new s o c i a l e n v i r o n m e n t a s an o p p o r t u n i t y t o rampage, 

•few o-f t h e g i r l s d i d . 

T h u s t h e r e a r e some i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s i n t h e n o t i o n 

t h a t t h e SSEM t e a c h e r was t h e l e a d e r o v e r t h e new u r b a n 

c e n t e r s . F o r example, i-f t h e i n s t i t u t i o n o-f b r i d e - w e a l t h 

u n d e r g i r t much o-f t h e t r a d i t i o n a l ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' power, 

t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s were n o t a l t o g e t h e r s u c c e s s f u l i n e l i m i n a t i n g 

i t -from t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s . T h e y c o u l d n o t d i c t a t e t o 

t h e i r p e o p l e t h a t t h e r e w o u l d be no more b r i d e - p r i c e , 

and e v e n t u a l l y a l i m i t was a g r e e d on o-f o n l y 3 ta-fu 1 i a e . 

T h e b a c k g r o u n d s o-f t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s have n o t been 

a d d r e s s e d b e c a u s e t h e y a r e n o t a v a i l a b l e , i n k e e p i n g w i t h 
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t h e t o t a l r e j e c t i o n o f t h e p a s t l i f e c o n t i n g e n t on c o n v e r s i o n . 

By and l a r g e t h e c a r e e r o f m i s s i o n t e a c h e r was one open 

t o t h o s e w i t h t a l e n t s , d r i v e and a m b i t i o n , q u a l i t i e s o f 

p e r s o n a l i t y t o w h i c h a son o f a man w i t h m a n a g e r i a l s t a t u s 

w o u l d n a t u r a l l y have g r e a t e r e x p o s u r e than one o f l e s s e r 

s t a t u r e . Ambuofa may t o o o f t e n be c i t e d a s t y p i c a l . 

H i l l i a r d r e m a r k s t h a t he was t h e son o f a "bush c h i e f " 

<1969:45). S a i d a r e s i d e n t m i s s i o n a r y , " h u n d r e d s o f men 

and women o b e y e d him i m p l i c i t l y . " But g i v e n H o g b i n ' s 

a c c o u n t and t h e c o u r t e v i d e n c e , we c a n n o t e x t e n d t h i s 

r e l a t i o n o f c o m p l e t e o b e d i e n c e t o t h a t w h i c h g u i d e d e v e r y 

C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e and e v e r y n a t i v e t e a c h e r some 48-odd 

y e a r s 1 a t e r . 

I c o n c l u d e t h a t t h e SSEM t e a c h e r , r a t h e r than b e i n g 

a c o m p o s i t e o f t r a d i t i o n a l l e a d e r s h i p t y p e s , was a new 

t y p e , one b a s e d on h i s a u t h o r i t y o v e r t h e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f t h e s e m a n t i c s o f a s y m b o l i c s t r u c t u r e , t h e B a s i c D o c t r i n e , 

and t h u s he c r o s s - c u t t h e d i s c u r s i v e a u t h o r i t y o f t h e 

t r i u m v i r a t e o f powers. He r e s e m b l e s t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 'big-man' 

i n l a r g e , but none o f t h e t y p e s o f 'big-man' c o n s i d e r e d 

i n d i v i d u a l l y . But i f t h e SSEM m i s s i o n t e a c h e r c o n s t i t u t e s 

i n many r e s p e c t s a new l e a d e r s h i p t y p e , one w h i c h was 

t h e p r o d u c t o f t h e m i s s i o n s , t h e n an e l e m e n t o f c u l t u r a l 

c o n t i n u i t y can be t r a c e d t o t h e mamana w i t h w h i c h he and 



-242 -

a l l l e a d e r s s t o o d i n r e l a t i o n t o e x e g e t i c a l g u i d a n c e o v e r 

t h e p r o c e s s o-f s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s , however d i f f e r e n t t h o s e 

p r o c e s s e s m i g h t be i n C h r i s t i a n and pagan t e r m s . 

T h e one m a t t e r on w h i c h t e a c h e r s had t h e s t r o n g e s t 

a u t h o r i t y was t h e m a t t e r o-f s i n . L i c h t e n b e r k q u o t e s C o l i n 

A l l a n ( u n p u b l i s h e d , 1951), who s t a t e d , "be-fore t h e war 

i t was v i r t u a l l y t h e SSEM t e a c h e r s and e l d e r s who r a n 

t h e v i l l a g e and d e a l t w i t h s i n l i k e c r i m e . T h e y were 

q u i t e m e r c i l e s s . T h e y e n j o y e d t h e i r power ...." L i c h t e n b e r k 

c o n t i n u e s : 

What A l l a n - f a i l e d t o o b s e r v e was t h a t s i n r e a l l y 
was l i k e c r i m e i n s o - f a r a s i t a-f-fected t h e w e l l b e i n g 
o-f t h e community a s a w h o l e i n i t s r e l a t i o n s w i t h 
God, j u s t a s b r e a c h e s o-f abu c o u l d endanger e v e r y o n e ' s 
w e l l b e i n g under t h e a n c e s t o r s . T h i s was t h e b a s i s 
o-f t h e t e a c h e r s ' and e l d e r s ' a u t h o r i t y , as i t had 
been -for t h e a n c e s t r a l p r i e s t s . ( L i c h t e n b e r k t . s . 
p. 43) 

But i n c o n t r a s t t o L i c h t e n b e r k I b e l i e v e t h a t t h i s i n t e r p r e t i v e 

a u t h o r i t y i s i n s u - f - f i c i e n t on w h i c h t o b u i l d a p e r s o n a l , 

s e c u l a r l e a d e r s h i p . T h e u t i l i t y o f ' s i n ' a s a s o c i a l c o n t r o l 

i s n o t c l e a r - c u t i n many a r e a s . Where i n t h e B a s i c D o c t r i n e 

i s b r i d e - w e a l t h a d d r e s s e d , o r e a r - p i e r c i n g o r b e t e l f o r 

t h a t m a t t e r ? 

In c o n c l u s i o n , we have e n l a r g e d on t h e c r i s i s o f 

a u t h o r i t y i n t h e C h r i s t i a n v i l l a g e s on t h e e v e o f t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e , w h i c h was s o e v i d e n t i n t h e n a t i v e c o u r t s 

and c o u n c i l s d a t a p r e s e n t e d i n C h a p t e r 2. I f i t i s t r u e 
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t h a t p a r t o-f t h e s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s u p h e l d by t h e SSEM, 

•founded a s i t was on B i b l i c a l l i t e r a l i s m w i t h t h e i n t e r p r e t i v e 

s t r a t e g i e s p r o v i d e d by t h e n a t i v e t e a c h e r under t h e a u t h o r i t y 

o-f t h e m i s s i o n a r y , was l e g i t i m a t e d by t h e H o l y S p i r i t 

•for e a c h p e r s o n , then we w o u l d e x p e c t t o s e e e m e r g i n g 

•from t h e pagan b a c k g r o u n d o-f c o n - f o r m i t y , -from a r e a l m 

o-f s o c i a l ' p e r s o n s ' , an i n c r e a s i n g number o-f i n d i v i d u a l s 

m a k i n g j u d g e m e n t s -for t h e m s e l v e s a b o u t c o n d u c t and r i g h t 

l i v i n g , who no l o n g e r a c c e p t e d t h e i m p o s i t i o n o-f s e c u l a r 
80 ) 

a u t h o r i t y o v e r key a r e a s o f l i - f e . T h e y were ' d i v i n e l y 

g u i d e d ' by t h e H o l y S p i r i t . A s Deck s t a t e s on t h e t e x t 

John 28:21, 
So be-fore He went, He s o l e m n l y c o m m i t t e d them t o 
t h e H o l y G h o s t -for whom each one o-f them w o u l d have 
t o d e a l , t h e one who was t o be t h e e x e c u t i v e o-f t h e 
Godhead on e a r t h , and who a s s u c h was t o be h o n o r e d 
and o b e y e d ( 1 9 4 2 : 1 0 7 ) . 

T h e c o n v i c t i o n p r o d u c e d by t h e H o l y S p i r i t i n t h e i n t e r p r e t i v e 

t r u t h o-f t h e m i s s i o n ' s d i s c o u r s e was e v i d e n t i n t h e aloo-f 

s t a n c e o-f t h e SSEM ( a n d o-f t h e Kwato m i s s i o n ) v i s - a - v i s 

o t h e r E u r o p e a n s and i n t e r m s o-f t h o r o u g h - g o i n g s o c i a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l i m p a c t s . Not o n l y was t h e a u t h o r i t y o-f 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l t r i u m v i r a t e u n d e r m i n e d , but t h e b a s i c 

80 c-f. Kenelm B u r r i d g e (1979) Someone. No One. P r i n c e t o n . 
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s t a b i l i t y o-f the gerontocracy and o-f gender r e l a t i o n s 

was a lso d i s turbed . I-f we cannot c a l l the ensuing s i tua t ion 

one o-f 'anarchy' perhaps i t can be character ized as cons t i tu t ing 

at least the precondit ions o-f a rad ica l democracy. 

The indigenizat ion o-f the church came at a time when 

l i f e for the Malaitans was not going w e l l . Things weren't 

get t ing done. There was serious want and s tarvat ion in 

the south at ' A r e ' a r e . In the midst of economic depression, 

when the number engaged on the p lantat ions in 1938 was 

only 19 percent of those working in 1927 <cf. Cochrane 

1971:81), many days were "spent i d l i n g . " No large gardening 

e f f o r t s were undertaken; there were no feasts and no 'Feast-Makers' 

to order people about. Consequently when war introduced 

unplanned-for demand, people found themselves short . 

Those who were working had wages cut . There was no revenue 

for cap i ta l improvements. Petty theft and vandalism, 

sexual l i b e r t y , and the other issues which would be addressed 

by the Native Courts in the ear ly 1948s reveal a growing 

d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n and anomie. Indigenization had been 

achieved, but not the Kingdom of God. The church's r e l a t i o n s h i p 

to secular i n s t i t u t i o n s and soc ia l programs and the consequences 

of urbanizat ion had not been r e g u l a r i z e d . There were 

some outstanding needs, such as for technical education. 

At about the time when compensation for native teachers 
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was c u t i n t h e - f i n a n c i a l b e l t - t i g h t e n i n g o-f 1919-26 ( s e e 

T a b l e 5, p. 213 >, P e t e r Arnbuofa p u b l i c l y d e n o u n c e d t h e 

m i s s i o n a r i e s a s " h y p o c r i t e s and d i s h o n e s t l i a r s " ( H i l l i a r d 

1969:57). But t h i s was an e a r l y and i s o l a t e d i n c i d e n t 

w h i c h stemmed -from a p e r s o n a l i t y c o n - f l i c t . He was s u b s e q u e n t l y 

o s t r a c i z e d -from t h e m i s s i o n . L a t e r however, a s L a r a c y 

s t a t e s , t h e r e was a " g r o w i n g p o l i t i c a l c o n s c i o u s n e s s among 

th e Solomon I s l a n d e r s , " a " w i d e s p r e a d , n o n - v i o l e n t , q u e s t i o n i n g 

o-f t h e i r s u b o r d i n a t i o n t o E u r o p e a n a u t h o r i t y , w h i c h became 

a - f e a t u r e o f t h e 1938s" ( 1 9 8 3 : 1 3 ) . And Ian H o gbin i n 

1934 b e l i e v e d t h a t C h r i s t i a n i t y no l o n g e r had t h e p r e s t i g e 

i t had e n j o y e d a g e n e r a t i o n p r e v i o u s l y a s t h e r e l i g i o n 

o f t h e w h i t e man. "Now t h e n a t i v e s know us b e t t e r " he 

s t a t e s , "I had t h e i m p r e s s i o n t h a t some of t h e y o u n g e r 

men had a f e e l i n g o f r e v u l s i o n f r o m i t and a r e b u i l d i n g 

up a more t e n a c i o u s l o y a l t y t o t h e i r o l d f a i t h " (idem:183) . 

B oth t h e SSEM v i l l a g e s and t h e t e a c h e r s a s l e a d e r s h i p 

t y p e s p r e s e n t t h e m s e l v e s a s i n s t i t u t i o n s c r o s s - c u t t i n g 

t r a d i t i o n a l c a t e g o r i e s o f e x p e r i e n c e ( c f . B a r k e r 1985:534). 

Once f a m i l i e s had d e c i d e d t o make t h e i r move, t r a d i t i o n a l 

r e s i d e n t i a l p a t t e r n s were o b l i t e r a t e d ; t h e v i l l a g e s t r a n s c e n d e d 

t r a d i t i o n a l g r o u p i n g s b a s e d on d e s c e n t . C o n s e q u e n t l y 

t h e number o f p o t e n t i a l s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n s any i n d i v i d u a l 



c o u l d have were v a s t l y b r o a d e n e d , and t h e c o m m u n i c a t i o n 

p o t e n t i a l s among SSEM v i l l a g e s and t e a c h e r s r e p r e s e n t e d 

a - f u r t h e r e x t e n s i o n o f t h e s e r e l a t i o n s , o v e r c o m i n g t h e 

o l d d i v i s i o n s and s e p a r a t i o n s . Weekly t e a c h e r m e e t i n g s 

and t h e c o u n c i l f o r s e n i o r t e a c h e r s , c e n t e r e d on t h e SSEM 

m i s s i o n s c h o o l s a t Onepusu and N a f i n u a , and o t h e r p e r i o d i c 

c o n f e r e n c e s and p r a y e r m e e t i n g s , e x t e n d e d t h e t e a c h e r s ' 

r a n g e o f c o n t a c t s . By 1939 when t h e E u r o p e a n m i s s i o n a r i e s 

v i s i t e d t h e s c h o o l v i l l a g e s , t h e m i s s i o n s c h o o l t e a c h e r s 

p r o v e d t h e m s e l v e s c a p a b l e o f a s s e m b l i n g e n t h u s i a s t i c crowds 

o f up t o a t h o u s a n d p e r s o n s . 
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The i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o-f C h r i s t i a n s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s 

N o r t h c o t e Deck may not y e t have t h e s t a t u r e o-f t h e 

g r e a t m i s s i o n a r y - a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s o-f t h e P a c i - f i c , among 

whom a r e s u c h a s C o d r i n g t o n , E l k i n , F i s o n , Fox, H o w i t t , 

I v e n s , L e e n h a r d t and S t r e h l o w . In D e c k ' s m i s s i o n p u b l i c a t i o n s , 

he g i v e s v i r t u a l l y no a t t e n t i o n t o m a t t e r s o-f a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l 

i n t e r e s t e x c e p t i n s o - f a r a s t h e y h e l p p o r t r a y , t o t h e m i s s i o n ' s 

c o n t r i b u t o r s who s u b s c r i b e d t o t h e SSEM p e r i o d i c a l Not  

i n V a i n , t h e d i m e n s i o n s o-f " t h e need." But D e c k ' s p e r s o n a l 

d i a r i e s have y e t t o be e x a m i n e d , and h e r e and t h e r e i n 

h i s s p i r i t u a l e s s a y s , b e a r i n g s u c h o b s c u r e t i t l e s a s " ' T o i l i n g 

i n Rowing' o r , T r i u m p h i n g " and " S p i k e n a r d , V e r y C o s t l y , " 

one may - f i n d p o i n t s o-f a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l a p p r e c i a t i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l 

c o n c e r n i n g t h e p r o c e s s o f c o n v e r s i o n . Deck a l s o p r o v i d e d 

a c o h e r e n t and p l a u s i b l e e x p l a n a t i o n o f t h e bu1u c u l t s 

o f t h e 1928s, and he a d d r e s s e d d i r e c t l y what i n t h i s t h e s i s 

h a s been termed t h e " i n d i g e n o u s s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s . " 

He d i s c u s s e d , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h e p r o b l e m o f s y n c r e t i s m 

and o f m a i n t a i n i n g d o c t r i n a l a u t h o r i t y o v e r t h e w i d e l y 

s c a t t e r e d i n d i g e n o u s p r o s e l y t i z e r s i n t h e s e t e r m s : 



T h i s m a t t e r o-f g u i d a n c e i s most d i - f - f i c u l t i n t h e 
m i s s i o n - f i e l d . D e a l i n g w i t h c o n v e r t s who have been 
a c c u s t o m e d i n t h e p a s t t o be g u i d e d by e x t e r n a l s , 
by s i g n s and s i c k n e s s e s and omens, i t i s most d i - f - f i c u l t 
t o know how t o a d v i s e them when t h e y become C h r i s t i a n s . 
One h a s known b e l i e v e r s k e p t o u t o-f b l e s s e d s e r v i c e , 
o r t h e p a s t o r a l c a r e o-f w h o l e v i l l a g e s o f c o n v e r t s , 
m e r e l y t h r o u g h a p a s s i n g a t t a c k o f f e v e r w h i c h was 
ta k e n a s a t o k e n , when c o n s i d e r i n g t h e c a l l , t h a t 
God w o u l d n o t have them go. Y e t i n d e f a u l t , t h e 
v i l l a g e h a s r e m a i n e d u n t a u g h t , t h e t e a c h e r u n u s e d , 
s ometimes t i l l he h a s been t a k e n home. Ah, may we 
be " f r e e i n d e e d " t o s e r v e , y e t e v e r c l o s e l y bound 
t o H i m s e l f , H i s s i d e , H i s s e r v i c e ! ( N o r t h c o t e Deck, 
M o u n t i n o Up W i t h M i n o s p. 192). 

The p a s s a g e i 1 1 u s t r a t e ' s D e c k ' s d i s c o u r s e p r o d u c t i o n 

s t r a t e g y , i n w h i c h an o b s e r v a t i o n i s engaged a s e v i d e n c e 

i n a ( c o v e r t l y f i n a n c i a l ) a p p e a l aimed t o r e i n f o r c e f e l l o w s h 

t h e r e l a t i o n i n w h i c h Deck s t a n d s w i t h r e s p e c t t o h i s 

Model R e a d e r . Deck i s commenting on t h e i n n e r s t r u g g l e 

between two i n t e r p r e t i v e s y s t e m s , t h e f i r s t c o n t a i n i n g 

i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r a c t i o n b a s e d on what i n Deck's semi o t i c 

a r e " e x t e r n a l s " , t h e o t h e r i n s t r u c t i n g a c t i o n b a s e d on 

th e i n t e r n a l i s a t i o n o f t h e s y m b o l i c complex termed t h e 

'handbook f o r l i v i n g ' . No o t h e r p a s s a g e s o f i r m l y a t t e s t s 

t o my n o t i o n t h a t M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , b a s e d a s i t was 

on t h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y ' n a t u r a l law' o f t h e B a s i c D o c t r i n e , 

must be b r a c k e t e d w i t h i n t h e d i s c o u r s e - p r o d u c t i o n f r a m e 

of i t s c o n c e p t i o n and d i s s e m i n a t i o n i n o r d e r t o r e a l i z e 

i t s f u l l m e a s u r e o f e t h n o l o g i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . W i t h r e s p e c t 

t o r e j e c t i n g a s m e s s a g e s t h e t r a d i t i o n a l s i g n i f i c a t i o n s 
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a t t a c h e d t o " t o k e n s " and omens, Dec k ' s semi o t i c a p p e a r s 

t o be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h a t d e v e l o p e d by S t . A u g u s t i n e 

i n t h e m o r n i n g o-f t h e C h r i s t i a n e r a . 7 ^ 1 " o r d e r t o combat 

t h e p a g a n i s m o-f h i s day, v e s t e d i n t h e s p e a k i n g s t a t u a r y 

and h o r o s c o p y o-f t h e Roman w o r s h i p , A u g u s t i n e m a i n t a i n e d 

t h a t t h e o n l y t r u e s i g n s a r e t h o s e o-f H o l y S c r i p t u r e , 

and o f t h e s e , n o t m e r e l y t h e verbum v o c i s . t h e s e n t e n c e - f o r m s 

made o f s o u n d o r i n k on p a g e s bound t o g e t h e r w i t h g l u e , 

but t h e verbum c o r d i s , o r word o f t h e h e a r t . In o t h e r 

w o r ds, t h e o n l y s i g n s a r e t h o s e o f a c o n v e n t i o n a l i z e d 

s e m a n t i c complex, t h e t r u e Word o f God. A l t h o u g h Deck, 

c o n s i s t e n t w i t h F u n d a m e n t a l i s m , r e j e c t e d t h e i n t e r p r e t i v e 

a u t h o r i t y o f t h e i n s t i t u t e d C h u r c h , O r i g e n , Ambrose and 

A u g u s t i n e a l l e m p h a s i z e d t h a t t h e i n t e r p r e t i v e a u t h o r i t y 

o f t h e C h u r c h was r e q u i r e d t o u n d e r s t a n d t h e deep a l l e g o r i c a l 

m e a n i n g s o f S c r i p t u r e . 7 7 ) C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e y p l a c e d t h e 

m i l l e n i a l i s m o f t h e New T e s t a m e n t a s a w h o l e i n t h e b a c k g r o u n d , 

f o r e g r o u n d i n g t h e l e s s m i l l e n i a l F o u r t h G o s p e l . T h e p a r o u s i a 

76 c f . De D o c t r i n a C h r i s t i n a Book I I . B o b b s - M e r r i 1 , I n d i a n a p o l i s . 
"On C h r i s t i a n D o c t r i n e " <397-42<6 A.D., 1977); and 
De M a o i s t r o "On t h e T e a c h e r " Book I . <389 A . D . ) . 
F o r commentary, s e e John D e e l y <1982) I n t r o d u c i n o  
Semi o t i c . I n d i a n a , p.17. 

77 F o r a d i s c u s s i o n on ' a l l e g o r i c a l ' v e r s u s ' s y m b o l i c a l ' 
i n t e r p r e t i v e s t r a t e g i e s , s e e Umberto E c o < 1984) , 
S e m i o t i c s and t h e P h i l o s o p h y o f L a n o u a o e. I n d i a n a 
U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , page 148-58. 
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w o u l d n o t be m a t e r i a l b ut s p i r i t u a l ; C h r i s t was c o n t i n u a l l y 

c o m i n g i n t h e p e r s o n o-f t h e e s t a b l i s h e d C h u r c h . T h i s was 

t h e b e g i n n i n g o-f t h e o r g a n i c s o c i a l e t h i c , t o t h e d e c o n s t r u c t i o n 

o-f w h i c h a l l w e s t e r n m i l l e n i a l i s m may be u l t i m a t e l y t r a c e d . 

T h e i n f a l l i b i l i t y o f t h e Word was j u s t i f i e d by f a i t h 

a l o n e , b u t i t s mamana r e s u l t e d f r o m j u s t i f y i n g t h e e x p e r i m e n t a l 

s e n t e n c e s d e r i v e d f r o m i t . In t h e manner o u t l i n e d i n 

C h a p t e r 9, t h e B a s i c D o c t r i n e , t h e c l a s s o f s e n t e n c e s 

of a x i o m a t i c v a l u e , t o g e t h e r w i t h s e n t e n c e s c o n t a i n i n g 

p r o p o s i t i o n s o f c o n t i n g e n t t r u t h a r i s i n g f r o m e x p e r i e n c e , 

were u s e d t o d e r i v e e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e s whose t r u t h 

v a l u a t i o n , t h r o u g h t h e a g e n c y o f t h e " e x e c u t i v e o f t h e 

Godhead on e a r t h " , t h e H o l y S p i r i t , c o n s t i t u t e d t h e p r e c e p t s 

of t h e new s o c i e t y . But t h e t e n u o u s h o l d on t h e H o l y 

S p i r i t a s a s o c i a l b e i n g c o l l i d e d , i t w o u l d seem, w i t h 

t h e c o n t i n u i t i e s o f t h e pagan s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s , w h i c h 

f u r n i s h e d t h e i n t e r p r e t i v e s t r a t e g i e s b r o u g h t t o b e a r 

upon n o n - s y m b o l i c , t h a t i s , i c o n i c and i n d e x i c a l s i g n i f i e r s . 

T he dynamic i n t r o d u c e d i n t o t h e pagan c o m m u n i t i e s 

e x t e n d e d t h e e x p e r i e n c e of i n d i v i d u a l i t y . C o n v e r s i o n 

t o C h r i s t i a n i t y on M a l a i t a meant d i v e s t i n g o n e s e l f o f 

a t t a c h i n g any s i g n i f i c a t i o n s t o t h o s e s i g n s i n t h e i n t e r p r e t i v e 

c o d e o f t h e s y s t e m b u i l t on a n c e s t r a l w o r s h i p . T h e s e 
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c o d e s were n e v e r e r a s e d . T h e y e x i s t e d , but were b r a c k e t e d 

a s e v i l and S a t a n i c by a s y m b o l i c s y s t e m c o n s i s t i n g o-f 

w r i t t e n s i g n s . T h e y were t h e " o l d t h i n g s " ; now, " A l l 

t h i n g s a r e become new." 

Goody h a s d i s c u s s e d t h e c u l t u r a l l y g e n e r a t i v e p r o p e r t i e s 

o-f l i t e r a c y , o f s y n t a c t i c a l f o r m s s u c h a s l i s t s , a c c o u n t s 
78) 

and r e c i p e s ( a l g o r i t h m s ) , and my f i n d i n g s s u p p o r t h i s 

v i e w t h a t t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f s u c h f o r m a t s h a s c o n s e q u e n c e s 

i n t h e manner i n w h i c h d i s c o u r s e i s p r o d u c e d and t h e w o r l d , 

c o n s e q u e n t l y , o r g a n i z e d . I f e x p e r i e n c e w i t h a n c e s t r a l 

b e i n g s p r o v i d e d a p o i n t o f c u l t u r a l i n n o v a t i o n i n t h e 

p a s t , a s K e e s i n g c l a i m s , how much more p o w e r f u l i s an 

a x i o m a t i c s y s t e m f o r t h i s p r o c e s s , w h i c h , u n l i k e t h e t r a d i t i o n a l , 

r e s t e d on no one i n d i v i d u a l ' s d i s c u r s i v e a u t h o r i t y . I f 

t h e Kwato m i s s i o n s u b s c r i b e d t o a ' t o t a l i d e o l o g y ' i n 

Mannheim's w o r d s , t h e SSEM i n t r o d u c t i o n was n o t o n l y ' t o t a l ' 

but a x i o m a t i z e d , and hence was a p o w e r f u l t e x t p r o d u c t i o n 

f o r m a t o f i t s own b e c a u s e o f i t s a b i l i t y t o g e n e r a t e e x p e r i m e n t a l 

s e n t e n c e s . 

Now i t i s n o t p o s s i b l e , a s e t h n o g r a p h e r s have f o u n d , 

t o s e t f o r t h i n a body o f s e n t e n c e s a c o m p l e t e s e m a n t i c 

78 J a c k Goody (1977) T h e D o m e s t i c a t i o n o f t h e Savaoe  
M i n d . C a m b r i d g e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s . 
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r e p r e s e n t a t i o n o-f a l l o-f a c u l t u r e ' s c o d e s o-f s i g n i f i c a t i o n , 

but t h i s d o e s n o t p r i m a - f a c i e r e n d e r i t i m p o s s i b l e t h a t 

a c o m p l e t e s y s t e m o-f c u l t u r a l c o d e s c o u l d be s y n t a c t i c a l l y 

d e r i v e d -from a s u f f i c i e n t l y c o m p l e t e and c o n s i s t e n t body 

o f s e n t e n c e s p r e s e n t e d a s a ' n a t u r a l law' a c c o r d i n g t o 

t h e p r o c e s s o u t l i n e d under t h e h e a d i n g o f ' l i t e r a c y ' i n 

C h a p t e r 8. The s e n t e n c e s o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e , t h e B a s i c  

D o c t r i n e , were u s e d t o c r e a t e new, e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e s 

a b o u t t h e w o r l d and a b o u t t h e s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s t h e r e . 

A l o n g w i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f l i t e r a c y , we must 

a l s o i n c l u d e a s a p r o d u c t o f t h e m i s s i o n s t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l  

i n n o v a t i o n o f t h e ' s c h o o l ' i t s e l f . T h e d i s t i n c t i o n between 

i t and t h e beu abu i s t h e d i s t i n c t i o n between c h u r c h and 

c e m e t e r y . However, i t w o u l d seem t h a t t h e p r e - e m i n e n t 

i n n o v a t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n i t y was a l i n g u i s t i c one, w h i c h 

came a l o n g w i t h t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f t h e new h e u r i s t i c  

r u l e . T h e H o l y S p i r i t comes upon t h o s e who p r a y , but 

t h e C h r i s t i a n t e x t - p r o d u c t i o n f o r m a t o f ' p r a y e r ' was m i s s i n g 

f r o m t h e i n d i g e n o u s d i s c o u r s e - p r o d u c t i o n s t r a t e g i e s . I 

w o u l d d e f i n e p r a y e r a s community w i t h t h e D i e t y w h i c h 

i s c o n d u c t e d a c c o r d i n g t o r u l e s f o r e n g a g i n g t h e s p i r i t u a l 

e n c o u n t e r , r u l e s w h i c h g o v e r n t h e l i n g u i s t i c , k i n e s t h e t i c , 

p r o x e m i c and t e m p o r a l h a p p i n e s s - c o n d i t i o n s o f an i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 



-253 -

-Format, t h e bowed head, t h e c l o s e d e y e s , t h e -f o l d e d hands, 

t h e i n n e r o r w h i s p e r e d u t t e r a n c e ; w h i c h o c c u r s p r i m a r i l y 

i n a g r o u p c o n t e x t o r i n d i v i d u a l l y i n p e r i o d s o-f i n t e r s t i t i a l 

t i m e , a s when w a k i n g or r e t i r i n g . T h e a u t h e n t i c i t y o-f 

p r a y e r i s s o r o o t e d i n t h e b a s i c e x p e r i e n c e o-f C h r i s t i a n i t y 

i t s e l f t h a t f u r t h e r e l a b o r a t i o n o f t h i s p o i n t i s u n n e c e s s a r y . 

A l t h o u g h t h e r e was no i n d i g e n o u s a n a l o g u e o f C h r i s t i a n 

p r a y e r , t h e r e was a l i n g u i s t i c a n a l o g u e o f c o n f e s s i o n . 

however, i n t h e m a g i c o - 1 i n g u i s t i c i n s t i t u t i o n o f f a b u a , 

t h e b i n d i n g o f an a k a l o f r o m r e t r i b u t i o n s h o u l d some m i s t a k e , 

h i t c h o r m i s e x e c u t i o n s p o i l t h e h a p p i n e s s - c o n d i t i o n s o f 

t h e r i t u a l s a c r i f i c e . T he o n l y o t h e r a l w a y s l e g i t i m a t e 

means o f c o n f e r r i n g w i t h t h e a k a l o was by t h e f o a g i v e n 

by t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' on t h e o c c a s i o n o f t h e r i t u a l s a c r i f i c e , 

w h i c h w h i l e o c c u r i n g o n l y i n t h e beu abu. i s u n l i k e p r a y e r 

b e c a u s e t o t h o s e who p a r t a k e o f t h e s a c r i f i c i a l p o r k and 

t a r o , i t i s more l i k e communion. T h e a k a l o ' s w i l l was 

i n t e r p r e t e d i n t o l i n g u i s t i c f o r m by t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r . ' 

The swear, k w a l a . was a means o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n t h a t c o u l d 

be u s e d by Everyman. I t d i r e c t l y i n v o k e d t h e a k a l o's 

r e t r i b u t i o n s h o u l d t h e a s s e r t i o n o f some p r o p o s i t i o n be 

f a l s e , and was u s e d i n e i t h e r a p r o v o c a t i v e o r j u r a l c o n t e x t , 

anywhere o u t s i d e t h e beu abu. Beyond t h e s t r i c t i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y 
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p a r a m e t e r s o-f t h e s e f o r m a t s , f a b u a . f oa, and kwal a. t h e r e 

was no c o m m u n i c a t i o n , i n t h e s e n s e o-f a two-way exc h a n g e 

o-f m e s s a g e s , between man and t h e a k a l o. I t was t h e a k a l o 

who d i r e c t e d t h i n g s t h r o u g h t h e one-way medium o f t h e 

i n n e r v o i c e and e x t e r n a l s i g n s s u b j e c t e d t o an a l l e g o r i z e d 

' e n c y c l o p e d i c ' i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

In t h e pagan o r d e r , d i r e c t communion w i t h t h e v o i c e 

o f t h e a n c e s t o r was u s u a l l y l i m i t e d t o t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r . ' 

T h e a n c e s t o r s i n t h e l a r g e communicated w i t h members of 

t h e g e n e r a l p u b l i c n o t d i r e c t l y t h r o u g h l a n g u a g e , but 

i n d i r e c t l y , t h r o u g h e i d e t i c i m a g e r y and by c a u s i n g them 

t o ' n o t i c e ' i c o n i c o r i n d e x i c a l s i g n i f i e r s whose c u l t u r a l l y - c o r r e c t 

r e a d i n g r e q u i r e d an i n v a r i a n t s e m a n t i c i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 

f u r n i s h e d by c u s t o m and j u s t i f i e d by t h e e x e g e t i c a l a u t h o r i t y 

o f t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r . ' I f C h r i s t i a n i t y e n a b l e d more p e o p l e 

t o communicate w i t h t h e s a c r e d t h r o u g h t h e s y m b o l i c medium 

o f w ords, what a p p e a r s t o be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s i n t h e 

f i r s t i n s t a n c e i s t h e p r o p a g a t i o n o f p r a y e r a s a new f o r m a t 

f o r d i s c o u r s e p r o d u c t i o n . 
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PART 11. 

ETHNOLOGICAL APPROACH TO THE MARCHING RULE 

Summary and C o n c l u s i o n 

The c e n t r a l t a s k o-f t h i s d i v i s i o n o-f t h e t h e s i s h a s been 

t o o u t l i n e t h e s c o p e o-f t h e p r e - M a r c h i n g R u l e s o c i a l - f i e l d 

and t o a c c o u n t -for s o u r c e s o-f c u l t u r a l i n n o v a t i o n , w h i c h 

I d i s c u s s e d i n t e r m s o-f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , and c u l t u r a l 

c o n t i n u i t i e s , d i s c u s s e d i n t e r m s o f t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l 

o r g a n i z a t i o n and i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h . 

A t t h e o u t s e t I s k e t c h e d t h e s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

a r r a n g e m e n t s , where i n d i v i d u a l i t y was muted i n f a v o r o f 

c o l l e c t i v e a c t i v i t e s and v a l u a t i o n s . G o v e r n a n c e depended 

on t h e w e i g h t o f p u b l i c o p i n i o n r a t h e r than j u r a l s a n c t i o n . 

Community l e a d e r s h i p , v e s t e d i n t h e t r i u m v i r a t e o f powers, 

was f o u n d e d on t h e 'Peace-Master'' i n t e r p r e t i v e a u t h o r i t y 

o v e r an i n d i g e n o u s s y s t e m o f s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s . I gave 

p r o m i n e n c e t o C o l i n A l l a n ' s a n a l y s i s o f t h e p a t t e r n o f 

s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n t o g e t h e r w i t h o t h e r d a t a t o show t h a t 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e m i d d l e - m a n a g e r s were p r i m a r i l y e i t h e r 

SSEM t e a c h e r s o r men s e l e c t e d f r o m among C h r i s t i a n s and 

p a g a n s a s l e a d e r s by a p p l y i n g t h e r a n k - d e t e r m i n a t i o n p r i n c i p l e . 

But i n t r a d i t i o n , o n l y one o f t h e t r i u m v i r a t e c l e a r l y 



had drawn h i s a u t h o r i t y -from r a n k . t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r : ' 

t h e o t h e r s were b a s e d on s e l f - s e l e c t i o n and t h e r e c o g n i t i o n 

o-f a c h i e v e m e n t . The m a j o r i t y o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e m i d d l e 

m anagers were i n a p o s i t i o n t o c l a i m l e a d e r s h i p b a s e d 

on i n h e r i t e d r i t u a l o r m a n a g e r i a l s t a t u s t h r o u g h t h e a g n a t i c i t y 

o-f 'big-man' r a n k d e t e r m i n a t i o n p r i n c i p l e s ( c f . O l i v e r 

1955). T h e p r e s e n c e o-f t h e h e r e d i t a r y p r i e s t s i n M a l a i t a n 

s o c i e t y was an anomaly w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e g e n e r a l p a t t e r n 

o-f M e l a n e s i a n s o c i a l o r g a n i z a t i o n . The ' P e a c e - M a s t e r ' 

had a l m o s t e x c l u s i v e power t o c o n f e r w i t h t h e a k a l o c o n c e i v e d 

o-f i n t e r m s o-f an a g n a t i c l i n e a g e a t t a c h e d t o a network 

o f s a c r e d s i t e s w h i c h t r a c e d a ' h i s t o r i c a l ' m i g r a t i o n , 

and h e n c e g e n e a l o g i c a l r e l a t e d n e s s among t h e l a n g u a g e 

g r o u p s . Anyone e l s e ' s e p i s o d e o f a k a l o p o s s e s s i o n was 

s u s p e c t . I t m i g h t be h e l d , f o r i n s t a n c e , t h a t t h e a k a l o . 

e v e r m a l e v o l e n t i n n a t u r e , had t r i e d t o d e c e i v e t h e one 

p o s s e s s e d . M a l a i t a n r e l i g i o n , a s Kongas-Maranda s t a t e s , 
83) 

was "a r e l i g i o n a s D urkheim w o u l d d e f i n e i t . " 

F o r s e v e r a l months d u r i n g t h e h e i g h t o f t h e war, 

B r i t i s h c o l o n i a l a u t h o r i t y , i n c l u d i n g i t s monopoly on 

l e g i t i m a t e f o r c e , was w i t h d r a w n . But d u r i n g t h i s t i m e 

83 E l 1 i Kongas-Maranda (1968?) "Lau, M a l a i t a : 'A Woman 
i s an A l i e n S p i r i t " p. 180. 
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the pagans d id not f a l l on the C h r i s t i a n s and massacre 

them as they had done in ear ly days. There i s not the 

s l i g h t e s t suggestion that r e l a t i o n s between pagans and 

C h r i s t i a n s worsened at th i s time. To the contrary, th i s 

was the very time in which pagans and C h r i s t i a n s achieved 

the ir 'agreement to disagree' on matters of C h r i s t i a n 

versus pagan custom. The pagans moved down from the bush 

in large numbers and joined the new urban c u l t u r e , becoming 

' l e a r n e r s ' in the v i l l a g e schools . In contrast to the 

pre-Marching Rule soc ia l f i e l d , the Marching Rule v i l l a g e s 

were not exc lus ive ly pagan or exc lus ive ly C h r i s t i a n . 

There i s thus every reason to be l ieve that the pagans 

and C h r i s t i a n s were in a new r e l a t i o n and that they had 

joined in a new moral community where the government's 

former monopoly on force proved extraneous. 

The Head Chiefs conceived of themselves as a managing 

committee, and the area of their personal j u r i s d i c t i o n 

was understood in terms of the i s l a n d ' s language d i v i s i o n s . 

Indeed, i t was not unt i l after the Marching Rule that 

the i s l a n d ' s 9 fundamental e t h n o l o g i c a l / l i n g u i s t i c d i v i s i o n s 
84) 

f i r s t became evident to government. T h i s , plus the 

84 Mala i ta Annual Report 1947. t . s . pp 3-5 (Healy 1964:28 1). 
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a p p a r e n t l y new e m p h a s i s on q e n e r a l i z i n o t h e p r i n c i p l e 

o-f r a n k - d e t e r m i n a t i o n i n t h e s e l e c t i o n o-f t h e non-SSEM 

t e a c h e r M a r c h i n g R u l e c h i e - f s , t o g e t h e r w i t h t h e p r o g r a m m a t i c 

e m p h a s i s on 'custom', s u g g e s t s t h e i m p o r t a n c e o-f t h e c o n c e p t 

o-f e t h n i c i t y i n t h e s u b s e q u e n t d e v e l o p m e n t s . 

U l t i m a t e l y M a l a i t a n l e a d e r s h i p r e s t e d upon t h e d i s t r i b u t i o n 

o-f mamana w h i c h r e s t e d on t h e i n t e r p r e t i v e a u t h o r i t y o-f 

t h e ' P e a c e - M a s t e r s ' d i f f u s e d t h r o u g h t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n 

t h r o u g h t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' and 'War-Maker' and j u s t i f i e d 

by t h e e m p i r i c a l t e s t o f s u c c e s s i n p r o d u c t i o n or i n r a i d s . 

The r e l a t i o n o f t h e a o a l o t o m a n k i n d was n o t one o f c o n f e r r i n g 

m a t e r i a l b l e s s i n g , but o f w i t h h o l d i n g s i c k n e s s and m i s f o r t u n e , 

and s o a n o t i o n o f 'mana' was d e v e l o p e d i n t e r m s c l o s e 

t o what a p p e a r s t o be t h e a c t u a l s o c i o - l i n g u i s t i c e x p e r i e n c e 

o f t h e i s l a n d e r s , t h a t i s , t o mean s u c c e s s and t r u t h i n 

t h e e x e r c i s e o f t h e s y s t e m o f s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s f o u n d e d 

upon communion w i t h t h e a o a l o . 

I then c o n t r i b u t e d two c h a p t e r s on t h e d o c t r i n a l 

o r i g i n s o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y . The m i l l e n a r i a n F u t u r i s m 

o f t h e SSEM and i t s c o n s e q u e n c e s o f d e v e l o p i n g t h e c h u r c h 

o f e a r t h l y f e l l o w s h i p r a t i f i e d by t h e H o l y S p i r i t , t h e 

" e x e c u t i v e o f t h e Godhead on e a r t h " ; t h e n o t i o n o f t h e 

"any-moment" c o m i n g o f t h e B r i d e g r o o m , f o u n d e d upon t h e 

m a c r o h i s t o r i c a l n o t i o n s o f d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s m ; t h e s u s t a i n e d 



and engaged communitas o-f p r e p a r i n g t h e B r i d e o-f C h r i s t , 

an e t h i c a l model o-f t h e moral community; and t h e e m p h a s i s 

on B i b l i c a l l i t e r i s m , were a l l h i g h l i g h t e d . T h e SSEM, 

w h i c h a r o s e i n t h e ambience o-f e x p e c t a n c y , c o o p e r a t i o n , 

hope and s o c i a l o p t i m i s m o-f V i c t o r i a n E v a n g e l i c a l i s m , 

was - f u r t h e r l i n k e d t o a w i d e r movement termed s o c i a l g o s p e l ism 

o c c u r i n g i n A m e r i c a , i n w h i c h c h u r c h e s a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d 

t h e m s e l v e s i n t h e p r o g r e s s o f t h e 'whole man' and h i s 

s o c i e t y , o f i n s p i r i n g a r e s p o n s e t o s o c i a l p r o b l e m s o f 

p o v e r t y and j u s t i c e i n a d d i t i o n t o s e c u r i n g p e r s o n a l s a l v a t i o n . 

I then c o n t r i b u t e d two c h a p t e r s on t h e impact o f 

t h e SSEM on M a l a i t a . I d i s c u s s e d t h e s o c i a l g o s p e l ism 

o f t h e SSEM p o l i c i e s , t h e impact and d e r i v a t i o n a l p r o p e r t i e s 

o f t h e i n n o v a t i o n o f l i t e r a c y , i t s commitment t o h e a l t h 

c a r e and s o c i a l j u s t i c e , and i t s f a i l e d a t t e m p t t o r e n d e r 

t h e i n d i g e n o u s s c h o o l s s e l f - s u p p o r t i n g t h r o u g h a c o p r a 

p r o d u c t i o n v e n t u r e . 

T h e C h r i s t i a n i z i n g o f t h e i s l a n d e x c e p t f o r remote 

pagan e n c l a v e s was e f f e c t e d by t h e 1930s, by w h i c h t i m e 

t h e SSEM v i l l a g e s c h o o l s were a l s o w e l l on t h e r o a d t o w a r d 

f u l l i n d i g e n i z a t i o n . T he human g e o g r a p h y o f t h e i s l a n d 

was c o m p l e t e l y a l t e r e d , marked by a new u r b a n zone a l o n g 

t h e c o a s t , w i t h a t t e n d a n t u r b a n p r o b l e m s stemming f r o m 
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the concentration o-f populat ion, greater i n d i v i d u a l i t y 

and the destruct ion o-f the o ld system o-f leadership . 

I enlarged the scope of the c r i s i s o-f authori ty within 

the C h r i s t i a n communities -first introduced in Chapter 

2, by showing i t to have extended to the r e l a t i o n s between 

parents and c h i l d r e n , which in the context o-f the idleness 

and anomie of the la ter 1930s demonstrated the d i f f e r e n t i a l 

between the community as achieved and that held out to 

them, by the mission and by their own experience of C h r i s t i a n i t y , 

as the ideal p o s s i b i l i t y of achievement. 

A c c u l t u r a t i o n , c o n t i n u i t i e s and syncretism 

Many of the data question the ana ly t i c u t i l i t y of these 

concepts. Accu l turat ion in Malaitan C h r i s t i a n i t y meant 

adopting a way of l i f e in accordance with B i b l i c a l l i t e r a l i s m 

stemming from a doctr ine of mi l l enar ian Futurism. Accul turat ion 

was not into the ways of the Godly, but into the ways 

by which the Godly might be a t ta ined . The miss ionaries 

were themselves engaged in the same e f f o r t , to create 

the community of fe l lowship and prepare that community 

for the coming Bridegroom. They d id not want to ' c i v i l i z e ' 

the i s landers according to western standards, for that 

world was increas ing ly corrupt and rushing towards judgement. 

Darrel Whiteman, the Anglican ethno-his tor ian and missionary, 

perhaps s p l i t s the issue too de f t ly when he remarks that 
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" c o n v e r s i o n t o C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t h e SSEM meant n o t o n l y 

a s h i - f t i n r e l i g i o u s a l l e g i a n c e , but i n v o l v e d t u r n i n g 

o n e ' s back on o n e ' s own M e l a n e s i a n c u l t u r e and e m b r a c i n g 
8 5 ) 

t h e ways o-f t h e w h i t e man" Does l i v i n g a l i - f e g u i d e d 

by t h e l e t t e r o-f H o l y S c r i p t u r e r e a l l y n e c e s s i t a t e e m b r a c i n g 

t h e w h i t e man's ways? I have shown t h a t i n many i n s t a n c e s 

t h e m i s s i o n ' s r e p u t a t i o n -for c u l t u r a l i n t o l e r a n c e and 

b e i n g i n t e r e s t e d s o l e l y i n p e r s o n a l s a l v a t i o n was un-founded. 

But n o n e t h e l e s s , we may t a k e t h i s q u e s t i o n a d d r e s s e d by 

Whiteman a s b e c o m i n g o-f p e n u l t i m a t e s i g n i f i c a n c e among 

t h e i n d i g e n e s i n t h e p r e - M a r c h i n g R u l e s o c i a l - f i e l d . 

How i m p o r t a n t was t h e e v i d e n t d i f f e r e n t i a l i n l i f e s t y l e 

between t h e t e a c h e r s , t h e f i r s t e c h e l o n o f t h e i n d i g e n i z e d 

c h u r c h , and t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s ? The SSEM d e - e m p h a s i z e d 

m a t e r i a l i s m and money; t h e y were " l a y i n g up t r e a s u r e i n 

Heaven." A c c u l t u r a t i o n i n t h e main amounted t o t h e a d o p t i o n 

of t h e new B a s i c D o c t r i n e and t h e t e c h n i q u e s o f u s i n g 

t h a t d o c t r i n e t o g e n e r a t e e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e s about 

t h e w o r l d i n o r d e r t o r e o r d e r t h e w o r l d i n a c c o r d a n c e 

w i t h God's w i l l . However, a c c u l t u r a t i o n t o a w e s t e r n 

way o f l i f e was s t r o n g e s t w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e s t a t u s o f 

85 D a r r e l L. Whiteman (1983) M e l a n e s i a n s and M i s s i o n a r i e s . 
An E t h n o h i s t o r i c a l s t u d y o f s o c i a l and r e l i q i o u s  

c h a n q e i n t h e s o u t h w e s t p a c i f i c . W i l l i a m C a r e y L i b r a r y , 
P a s a d e n a , p. 315. n. 73. 
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women i n M a l a i t a n s o c i e t y w h i c h , b e c a u s e o-f t h e unchanged 

e m p h a s i s on s u b s i s t e n c e c u l t i v a t i o n , a l s o c o n s t i t u t e s 

i t s pro-foundest c o n t i n u i t y . 

W i t h r e g a r d t o o t h e r c u l t u r a l c o n t i n u i t i e s , a c o m p a r i s i o n 

o f t h e e x p e r i e n c e o-f t h e Mal a i t a n s t o t h e M a i s i n o-f Papua 

i s i n s t r u c t i v e , -for "many M a i s i n c o n c e p t u a l i z e t h e C h r i s t i a n 

d i v i n i t i e s on t h e same l i n e s as l o c a l s p i r i t s " ( B a r k e r 

1985:525). We c a n n o t s a y t h a t t h i s i s t h e s i t u a t i o n w h i c h 

o b t a i n e d i n t h e p r e - M a r c h i n g R u l e s o c i a l - f i e l d . Most 

M a l a i t a n s had p a s s e d t h r o u g h a t r u l y s y n c r e t i c s t a g e , 

t h e bu 1 u c u l t s , i n w h i c h C h r i s t i a n d i v i n i t y was c o n f l a t e d 

w i t h s p i r i t b e i n g s a s t r a d i t i o n a l l y e x p e r i e n c e d , but a s i d e 

•from t h i s e p i s o d e , t h e r e seems a s t r o n g t e n d e n c y among 

t h e i n d i g e n o u s C h r i s t i a n s t o combat t h e e x p e r i e n c e o-f 

l o c a l s p i r i t s r a t h e r than e x p e r i e n c e C h r i s t i a n i t y i n t e r m s 

o f them. Whether t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t and 

p o s s e s s i o n by t h e a k a l o a r e i n f a c t t h e same e x p e r i e n c e 

s u b j e c t e d t o d i f f e r e n t i n t e r p r e t i v e s t r a t e g i e s , a q u e s t i o n 

w h i c h m i g h t emerge f r o m a p s y c h o l o g i c a l f r a m e o f r e f e r e n c e , 

i s an i r r e l e v a n t q u e s t i o n e t h n o l o g i c a l 1 y s p e a k i n g , f o r 

t h e t e s t i m o n y o f t h o s e who underwent t h e e x p e r i e n c e s t a t e s 

t h a t i t was d i f f e r e n t . 

Some of t h e most s y n c r e t i c e l e m e n t s o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y , 

t h e ' Z i o n i s t ' e l e m e n t s d i s c u s s e d i n C h a p t e r 8, t u r n out 
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t o be c o n s i s t e n t w i t h c o n t e m p o r a r y E v a n g e l i c a l C h r i s t i a n i t y 

and t h u s a r e not s y n c r e t i c a t a l l . But i n t h e a r e a s o-f 

c o n v e r s i o n and r i t u a l c o n f e s s i o n , some t r a d i t i o n a l p a t t e r n s 

were f o l l o w e d . The i n d i g e n i z a t i o n o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y 

c o n s t i t u t e d more than a d j u s t m e n t s i n l a n g u a g e and r i t u a l 

s u p p o r t e d by t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s , w h i c h i s d i s c u s s e d i n t h e 

l i t e r a t u r e a s ' i n d i g e n i z a t i o n ' ( c f . B a r k e r 1985:27), f o r 

t h e SSEM's p o l i c y o f i n d i g n i z a t i o n was t o i n t r o d u c e what 

Weber terms a new ' n a t u r a l law,' a new 'handbook f o r l i v i n g ' 

f o r a way o f l i f e e s s e n t i a l l y open-ended i n i t s p o s s i b i l i t i e s 

f o r s e c u l a r a c h i e v e m e n t . 

The ' l e a d e r s h i p ' o f t h e t e a c h e r s i s o f t e n t h e o r e t i c a l l y 

c o n f l a t e d w i t h t r a d i t i o n a l 'big-man' m a n a g e r s h i p , w h i c h 

i s t h e o l d p r o b l e m , a s A l l a n a d d r e s s e d i t , o f u n d e r s t a n d i n g 

t h e n a t u r e o f M a l a i t a n ' c h i e f s . ' The l e a d e r s h i p o f t h e 

t e a c h e r was n o t s e c u l a r but d e a l t w i t h ' s i n ' . H i s l e a d e r s h i p 

r e s t e d s o l e l y on h i s g r e a t e r k n owledge o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e 

and h i s a b i l i t y t o c o n v e y d o c t r i n e and g u i d e i t s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

w i t h i n t h e community. Whatever p o l i t i c a l power he m i g h t 

have w i e l d e d r e l a t i v e t o v i l l a g e r s ' i n t e r e s t s was ' g r a n t e d ' 

by them: t h e d e m i s e o f f e a s t , b r i d e - w e a l t h and g h o s t a s 

t r a d i t i o n a l s o u r c e s o f l e v e r a g e ended t h e o l d m u l t i - p u r p o s e 

o r g a n i z a t i o n a l framework, but t h e t e a c h e r s and t h e community 

had y e t t o i n v e n t a s e c u l a r a l t e r n a t i v e , w h i c h w o u l d be 
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o f c o u r s e , t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e i t s e l f . 

T h u s , a t b o t h t h e i n t e r n a l , e t h n o l o g i c a l l e v e l as 

i n t h e e x t e r n a l p o l i t i c a l - e c o n o m i c c o n t e x t o f c o l o n i a l 

r e l a t i o n s h i p s , t h e i n d i g e n o u s ' s o c i a l f i e l d ' was marked 

by t h e a b s e n c e o f an e f f e c t i v e , r o u t i n i z e d , p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g 

i n s t i t u t i o n . The g e n i u s o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was t h a t 

i t a d d r e s s e d b o t h t h e i n t e r n a l need f o r s e c u l a r o r d e r 

and t h e e x t e r n a l need t o r e p r e s e n t t h e i n t e r e s t s o f t h e 

i n d i g e n e s a s an e t h n i c u n i t y t o t h e c o l o n i a l o r d e r . I t 

was t i m e f o r t h e c h u r c h o f f e l l o w s h i p , and t h e 'one F a m i l y ' 

o f t h e M a l a i t a n s r e l a t i v e t o t h e E u r o p e a n s , t o come of 

age. 
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PART I I I . 

RHETORIC OF THE MARCHING RULE 

A word r e c u r r e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e SSEM l i t e r a t u r e and t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e documents a l i k e i s t h e word ' F r e e ' . T h e 

o b j e c t i v e o-f t h e SSEM was t o -free t h e i n d i v i d u a l -from 

bondage w i t h S a t a n and t o c o n v e r t t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s o-f 

h i s community t o t h o s e e v e r more c l o s e l y a c c o r d w i t h God's 

w i l l . I t s m o t i v e t o m i s s i o n was b a s e d on t h e s e a r c h f o r 

- f e l l o w s h i p . I t s m o t i v e was n o t t h a t o-f e i t h e r b r i n g i n g 

an o t h e r - w o r l d l y d e t a c h m e n t , o r a t h i s - w o r l d l y ' c i v i l i z a t i o n ' 

t o t h e n a t i v e s . P e r h a p s t h e SSEM m i s s i o n a r y i s b e s t u n d e r s t o o d 

a s h a r b o r i n g a d e s i r e t o - f l e e c i v i l i z a t i o n a s he e x p e r i e n c e d 

i t , t o b e g i n anew i n a c o n t e x t where m a n k i n d ' s i n n a t e l y 

- f a l l e n n a t u r e was m a n i f e s t i n t h e c o n d i t i o n o f u t t e r s a v a g e r y 

— t o meet t h e c l e a r e s t t e s t o f t h e m i l l e n a r i a n F u t u r i s t ' s 

d r i v e t o b u i l d on e a r t h t h e Kingdom o f God. 

The SSEM r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e c o l o n i a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

i n c l u d i n g t h e A n g l i c a n s was r i g h t e o u s and a l o o f , a s t h e 

r e l a t i o n s h i p o f t h e t r u l y s a v e d c o u l d o n l y be a m i d s t a 

community o f s i n n e r s . But t h e SSEM n e v e r c o n s c i o u s l y 

e x t e n d e d t o t h e i r own s o c i a l o r d e r t h e d o c t r i n e o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l 

s i n , f o r even i f t h e y must be l o c a t e d a t t h e p e r i p h e r y 
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o f t h e c o l o n i a l o r d e r , t h e y were o-f t h a t o r d e r . T h e way 

o f l i f e o f t h e SSEM m i s s i o n a r i e s , h e r m e t i c a l l y s e a l e d 

w i t h i n a c e r t a i n p a t t e r n o f w e s t e r n c u l t u r e , was v i e w e d 

a s c o n t a i n i n g e v e r y t h i n g G o d l y . N e s t e r n i n s t i t u t i o n s 

were n o t t o blame i f man c o n t i n u e d t o s i n . But i t was 

d i f f e r e n t f o r t h e i s l a n d e r s , whose pagan o r d e r i t s e l f 

was t h e r e g i m e o f S a t a n a d m i n i s t e r e d by h i s demon powers, 

t h e a k a l o . C o n s e q u e n t l y t h e n o t i o n o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l s i n , 

a s i t was l a t e n t i n t h e SSEM, c o v e r e d o n l y t h e g o d l e s s 

pagan o r d e r . 

A community b a s e d on C h r i s t i a n f e l l o w s h i p , i f i t 

was n o t a l w a y s r e a l i z e d , was n e v e r t h e l e s s t h e c o n s c i o u s l y 

h e l d i d e a l g o a l o f t h e SSEM. I have d i s c u s s e d s o c i a l 

d i a g n o s t i c s i n s o f a r a s i t s p o l i t i c a l r a m i f i c a t i o n s a r e 

c o n c e r n e d i n t e r m s o f t h e s t a t i s t d i s c o u r s e and t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e d i s c o u r s e i n P a r t I ; and i n P a r t I I , t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 

o f t h e s y s t e m o f s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y 

i n i t s e t h n o g r a p h i c c o n t e x t . H e r e I show how t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e i n t e l l e c t u a l s e x t e n d e d t h i s p r o c e s s o f s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s 

f u r t h e r i n t o t h e s e c u l a r r e a l m , c o m i n g t o a new i n t e r p r e t a t i o n 

o f t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e E u r o p e a n s t h a t i n v o l v e d a 

t r a n s f e r e n c e o r r e d i r e c t i o n o f t h e d o c t r i n e o f s o c i a l , 

i n s t i t u t i o n a l s i n . 

The u l t i m a t e r o l e o f A m e r i c a n s e r v i c e m e n i n 1942-44 
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was t o l e g i t i m a t e t h e new v i e w . Many o-f t h e A m e r i c a n s ' 

r e l i g i o u s b a c k g r o u n d s were u n d o u b t e d l y a l s o B i b l e F u n d a m e n t a l i s t 

and n o n d e n o m i n a t i o n a l , but many a l s o had d e n o m i n a t i o n a l 

P r o t e s t a n t b a c k g r o u n d s i n - f l u e n c e d by S o c i a l G o s p e l ism 

t h r o u g h t h e o r g a n i z i n g e f f e c t s i n A m e r i c a o f t h e F e d e r a l 

C o u n c i l . T h e i n d i g e n o u s SSEM i n t e l l e c t u a l s i n r e s p o n s e 

t o t h e c r i s i s o f a u t h o r i t y w i t h i n t h e i r c o m m u n i t i e s , i n 

t h e m i d s t o f m i l l e n i a l e x p e c t a t i o n s e n g e n d e r e d by t h e 

l i m i n a l i t y o f war, r e - d i r e c t e d t h e i r e v a n g e l i c a l z e a l 

t o b u i l d i n g a new M a l a i t a n community t h a t d e f i n e d i t s e l f 

i n o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e n ewly p e r c e i v e d i n s t i t u t i o n a l e v i l 

o r d e r o f t h e w h i t e , c o l o n i a l , i n d u s t r i a l s o c i e t y . 

W a r f a r e p r o v i d e s a n e e d e d p o i n t o f i d e o l o g i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n 

between t h e s o c i a l g o s p e l o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e and t h a t 

o f t h e N o r t h A m e r i c a n e x p e r i e n c e . H e r e t o o we s e e t h e 

w o r k i n g s o f t h a t p r i m a r y p r o c e s s u n l e a s h e d by t h e l i m i n a l i t y 

o f war. W i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e F i r s t W o r l d War, Mosher i n 

h e r MA t h e s i s n o t e s t h a t s o c i a l g o s p e l l e r s a p p l i e d an 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f i t " a s t h e l a s t g r e a t b a t t l e a g a i n s t 

t h e f o r c e s o f e v i l " . 

S o c i a l g o s p e l l e r s h e l d t h e y e a r 1919 a s t h e b e g i n n i n g 
o f a new e r a i n t h e w o r l d ' s h i s t o r y . O n l y t h e e x p e c t a t i o n 
t h a t s o c i e t y must emerge f r o m t h e war p u r i f i e d and 
r e g e n e r a t e d had r e c o n c i l e d them t o t h e d r e a d f u l s a c r i f i c e s 
o f t h e war e f f o r t . W i t h t h e end o f t h e war t h e y 
s h a r e d a s e n s e o f s o c i a l c r i s i s , u r g i n g t h a t s o c i a l 



r e c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o c e e d i m m e d i a t e l y <1975:83). 

Th e s e c o n d Nor I d War was i n t e r p r e t e d by t h e p e o p l e o-f 

M a l a i t a i n l i k e - f a s h i o n . The s i g n i f i c a n c e o-f t h i s p o i n t 

t i e s b o t h movements d i r e c t l y t o t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 

- f u n d a m e n t a l i s t d o c t r i n e o-f d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s m , t h e c a t a c l y s m i c 

p a s s i n g o-f a g r e a t epoch o f h i s t o r y . However i n n o r t h 

A m e r i c a , a f t e r t h e i n i t i a l e n t h u s i a s m a f t e r t h e F i r s t 

W o r l d War, t h e s e n s e o f c r i s i s and u r g e n c y f o r r e f o r m 

p e t e r e d o u t . T h e f i n a l c r u s a d e f o r p e a c e and d e m ocracy 

" p r o v e d t o be t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e end o f t h e c l i m a t e 

t h a t was f a v o r a b l e t o t h e f a c i l e P r o g r e s s i v i s m t h a t p r e v a i l e d 

d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d o f t h e s o c i a l g o s p e l " <Coleman Bennet 

i n W h i t e and H o p k i n s , 1974-5:286). In t h e c e n t r a l Solomon 

I s l a n d s however, t h e S e c o n d W o r l d War, t h e end o f t h e 

o l d d i s p e n s a t i o n , l a u n c h e d a wave o f m i l l e n a r i a n e n t h u s i a s m . 

A s A r i e l S i s i l i s t a t e s , <i_n L a r a c y 1983:169), " a t l a s t 

a new dawn b r e a k s upon t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . " 

T h e aim o f t h e SSEM was t o f r e e t h e p a g ans f r o m t h e 

g r i p o f t h e d e v i l , and t h e aim o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was 

t o f r e e M e l a n e s i a n s f r o m s u b o r d i n a t i o n t o c o l o n i a l a u t h o r i t y 

by u s i n g an i d e n t i c a l s t r a t e g y — a d e n i a l o f i t s r e l i g i o u s 

l e g i t i m a c y and t h e b u i l d i n g o f a new i n s t i t u t i o n . I f 

t h e e v e n t s o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a r e t o be p r i m a r i l y u n d e r s t o o d 

a s r e s u l t i n g f r o m a r e v e r s a l o f t h e n o t i o n o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l 



s i n , t h e n we s h o u l d s e e r e - f l e c t e d i n i t s s o c i a l agenda 

an i n t e n s i f i c a t i o n and new i n t e r e s t i n a p p l y i n g t h e p r i n c i p l e s 

o-f s o c i a l g o s p e l i s m , a s w e l l a s an a r t i c u l a t i o n o-f t h e 

new a n a l y s i s i n t h e w r i t i n g s o-f t h e i n d i g e n o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l s . 

I t i s t o w a r d d e m o n s t r a t i n g t h e s e two p o i n t s t h a t I s h a l l 

now t u r n . 

M o t t a r g u e s t h a t " t h e h e a r t o-f b i b l i c a l t h o u g h t 

m a n d ates e-f-forts t o c o r r e c t e c o n o m i c and s o c i a l i n j u s t i c e s 

i n o u r c o m m u n i t i e s " ( 1 9 8 2 : i x ) . T h e c h u r c h , i n M o t t ' s 

v i e w , can c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s o c i a l c h a n g e i n t h r e e ways, 

t h r o u g h s o c i a l a c t i o n and s e r v i c e , t h r o u g h t h e impact 

i t s non-con-forming l i f e h a s on t h e s u r r o u n d i n g community, 

and t h r o u g h t h e s u p p o r t i t g i v e s t o i n d i v i d u a l s i n v o l v e d 

i n t h e s t r e s s o f m i s s i o n . A l l t h e s e d i m e n s i o n s o f e x p e r i e n c e 

a r e o r g a n i z e d by l a n g u a g e , f o r t h e b a s i c a c t i o n o f t h e 

c h u r c h i s t h e e x t e n s i o n o f i t s r e l i g i o u s d i s c o u r s e t o 

t h e s e c u l a r r e a l m . M o t t ' s t h r e e d i m e n s i o n s o f c h u r c h l y 

i n v o l v e m e n t a r e r e f l e c t e d i n t h e r h e t o r i c o f a movement, 
84) 

i n i t s 1 O Q O S . e t h o s , and p a t h o s . 

The I O Q O S o f ' s o c i a l o o s p e l i s m ' 
B a t e s o n and G e e r t z b o t h p a r t i t i o n e d t h e p a t t e r n i n g e f f e c t 

84 c f . Dan F. Hahn and Ruth M. Gonchar <1971). " S t u d y i n g 
S o c i a l Movements: a r h e t o r i c a l m e t h o d o l o g y " . T h e  
S p e e c h T e a c h e r 28:44-5 
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o-f c u l t u r e on t h e i n d i v i d u a l i n t e r m s o-f i n t e l l e c t u a l , 

c o g n i t i v e a s p e c t s and moral and e m o t i o n a l a s p e c t s , t ermed 

r e s p e c t i v e l y " e i d o s " o r " w o r l d - v i e w " and " e t h o s " . In 

my - f o r m u l a t i o n , 1 Q Q O S . t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o-f c u l t u r a l l y c o n d i t i o n e d 

p a t t e r n s o f r e a s o n i n g t o p r o b l e m s o f p r a c t i c e , i s t h e 

m a n i f e s t a t i o n i n d i s c o u r s e o f t h e s e e l e m e n t s i n t h e p r e m i s e s , 

a r g u m e n t s and p r o p o s a l s a d v a n c e d by a s o c i a l movement. 

The M a r c h i n g R u l e 1Q Q O S p r o v i d e d a new w o r l d - v i e w , a new 

c o g n i t i v e u n d e r s t a n d i n g . T h i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g was c o i n c i d e n t 

w i t h s o c i a l g o s p e l i s m a s I h a v e d e s c r i b e d i t i n C h a p t e r 

7. In C h a p t e r 3, I showed how t h e F e d e r a l C o u n c i l i n s p i r e d 

S i s i l i ' s i n i t i a t i v e s under t h e same name. 

The M a r c h i n g R u l e o b j e c t i v e o f c r e a t i n g a new p o l i t i c a l 

i n s t i t u t i o n was e x t e n d e d i n t o t h e o u t l i n e o f a new b u r e a u c r a t i z e d , 

i . e . , r a t i o n a l i z e d , s t r u c t u r e by w h i c h s o c i a l d e v e l o p m e n t 

c o u l d be e f f e c t e d . T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e spawned a p r o l i f e r a t i o n 

o f new i n s t i t u t i o n s : ' d u t i e s ' , ' s t r i f e c h i e f s ' , ' f a r m e r 

c h i e f s ' , and s o on. However t h i s o u t w a r d o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

f o r m , w h i c h most t h e o r i s t s have c r e d i t e d a s a s o p h i s t i c a t e d 

a c h i e v e m e n t <cf. Whiteman 1983) was but t h e s t r u c t u r e 

by w h i c h t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e s o c i a l agenda was c a r r i e d out 

i n a c t i o n . I d i s c u s s e d on page 81 i n C h a p t e r 3 t h e ' C o u n c i l 

o f A r a h a ' document ( L a r a c y 1983:141; c i r c a 1946), and 

a t t h i s p o i n t I w i l l e n l a r g e upon i t s ' s u b j e c t s f o r d i s c u s s i o n ' 



which provides the covering context -for the codification 

o-f custom, i t s -first rule o-f business. Because i t reveals 

the social gospel ism o-f the Marching Rule in great c l a r i t y , 

I consider this collection o-f sentences part o-f the 'Basic 

Doctrine' o-f the Marching Rule although this is not to 

imply anything more than that i t was by embracing these 

general matters that the pagans and Christians were able 

to con-federate: 



S u b j e c t s -for d i s c u s s i o n 

T he T r u e R u l e s o-f A r a h a and t h e i r Laws. t h e Customs. 
and w h a t e v e r good o r bad i n them. T h e good o n e s 
must be k e p t b ut t h e bad o n e s must be r e p l a c e d 
by t h e good o n e s t h a t had been i n e x i s t e n c e and 
have been l o s t o r h ave n e v e r been f o u n d by our 
A n c e s t o r s . 
E d u c a t i o n A l l our c h i l d r e n must be e d u c a t e d . 
Ne must remember t h a t we a r e l i v i n g i n a n o t h e r 
age d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e t i m e s o f o u r A n c e s t o r s . 
F o r b e t t e r l i v i n g , n o t h i n g i s more n e c e s s a r y f o r 
us l i k e e d u c a t i o n . We o u r s e l v e s must h e l p our 
c h i l d r e n by o u r good e x a m p l e s , by our w o r d s , by 
our money, by f o o d and by our been h e l p f u l t o 
p r o c u r e good t e a c h e r s . But most o f a l l we must 
l e t t o t h e p r i e s t s f o r t h e e d u c a t i o n o f t h e i r 
s o u l s and t h e f o r m a t i o n o f t h e i r good c h a r a c t e r s . 

H e a l t h We must s e e t h a t our h o u s e s a r e b u i l t 
p r o p e r l y , v i l l a g e s c l e a n , p e o p l e c l e a n , h o u s e s 
c l e a n , a i d p o s t s b u i l t , m a t e r n i t y b u i l t , p i g s 
and f o w l s o r o t h e r a n i m a l s k e p t away f r o m t h e 
v i l l a g e s , and p l e n t y o f w a t e r f o r w a s h i n g and 
s o o n . 
Economy We must l e a r n how t o make money by m a k i n g 
c o p r a , p l a n t i n g c o c o a , m a k i n g common s t o r e f o r 
t h e A r a h a and t h e i r p e o p l e s . We need money f o r 
many t h i n g s s u c h a s t h e work o f g e t t i n g goods 
f r o m o t h e r p e o p l e t o e d u c a t e our c h i l r e n , t o h e l p 
u s g e t many good t h i n g s f o r our homes, f o r our 
v i l l a g e s and f o r s o many o t h e r w o r k s we want t o 
do. 
S o c i a l We must show w o r k s o f f r i e n d s h i p among 
o u r s e l v e s and show i t t o o t h e r s a s w e l l . We must 
show w o r k s o f c h a r i t y , w o r k s o f mercy and w o r k s 
o f sympathy. We must show t o o t h e r p e o p l e . Whatever 
good we can do f o r o u r s e l v e s and o t h e r s a s w e l 1 . 
We must be h o s p i t a b l e t o f o r e i g n e r s , k i n d t o t h e 
p o o r and be h o n e s t i n w h a t e v e r we do o r s a y . 
I f we do t h a t t h e n we a r e s u r e t h a t many o t h e r 
good p e o p l e w i l l r e s p e c t u s , our l a n d s , our money, 
our c h i l d r e n and w h a t e v e r b e l o n g s t o u s . But 
most o f a l 1 we must keep t h e t e n Commandments 
o f God w h i c h a r e w e l l r e s p e c t i n our Customs by 
our a n c e s t o r s , who a l t h o u g h t h e y may have b r o k e n 
them, have p r e s e r v e d them by words o f mouth w h i c h 



i s c a l l e d T r a d i t i o n ( L a r a c y 1983:141). 

P a g e s a r e m i s s i n g f r o m t h e o r i g i n a l document, but 

one c an s e e how t h e a x i o m a t i c p r e s e n t a t i o n o f p a r a g r a p h 

4, economy, comb i n e d w i t h t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 

p r o w e s s d u r i n g t h e S I L C d a y s , r e s u l t e d i n c r e a t i n g t h e 

"Economy C h i e f " i n s t i t u t i o n [ o r i g i n a l s p e l l i n g ] : 

He s e e s t h a t : -

1. Man know how t o make money i n t h e r i g h t way and 
t h e e a s i e s t way. 

2. How t o f a r m t h e i r l a n d p r o p e r l y f o r b o t h c a s h 
c r o p and t h e i r ( s u s t e n c a n c e c r o p ) own c r o p f o r 
f a m i l y u s a g e . 

3. What c r o p t o grow, when t o p l a n t and h a r v e s t , 
how t o f i g h t i n s e c t e t c . 

4. Men h a v e p r o p e r f a r m i n g t o o l s how t o c a r e f o r 
f o r m s and t o o l s and e s p e c i a l l y l a b o u r e r s . 

5. Men know how t o f i s h and how t o b r e e d f i s h i n 
r i v e r s and s e a s . 

6. Men know how t o d r i v e f o r t r o c h u s s h e l l , e s p e c i a l 1 
p e a r l s h e l l a nd many o t h e r v a l u a b l e s h e l l e t c . 

7. L a n d t e n u r e . 

A m a t t e r o f s u b s t a n t i v e d i s a g r e e m e n t between pagans and 

C h r i s t i a n s , l a n d t e n u r e , i s s h o v e d t o t h e b o t t o m o f t h e 

l i s t . T h i s i s i l l u s t r a t i v e o f t h e 'agreement t o d i s a g r e e ' 

w h i c h I c o n t e n d s u s t a i n e d t h e c o n f e d e r a t i o n o f pagans 

w i t h C h r i s t i a n s . L a n d t e n u r e , s p e c i f i c a l l y e s t a b l i s h i n g 

u s u f r u c t r i g h t s o v e r g a r d e n l a n d i n t h e new u r b a n a r e a s , 

was, and i s t o d a y , a p r o m i n e n t i s s u e . 
85) . 

The r o l e o f money a s a measure o f w o r t h d e s e r v e s 

85 c f . Kenelm B u r r i d g e , <1969) New Heaven. New E a r t h . 
B a s i l B l a c k w e l , O x f o r d : 1 4 2 - 1 4 4 . And <1979) Someone.  
No One. P r i n c e t o n : 9 6 - 9 8 ; and c f . 'money' i n i n d e x . 
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some a d d i t i o n a l comment. Money was a p p a r e n t l y n o t v i e w e d 

i n t e r m s o-f i n d i v i d u a l m a t e r i a l g a i n , b u t a s a v i t a l community 

r e s o u r c e t o be s p e n t on community d e v e l o p m e n t . T h i s v i e w 

o-f money i s c o n s i s t e n t t h r o u g h o u t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e documents 

<c-f. page 38 -for e a r l y p r e c e d e n t s ) . A s B e l a m a t a g a s t a t e d 

w i t h r e g a r d t o h i s Development S o c i e t y f o r N a t i v e R a c e s . 

"money c o l l e c t i o n i s t o be k e p t and t o be s p e n t on t h i n g s 

f o r common u s e o f a l l t h e p e o p l e " i n c l u d i n g g a r d e n t o o l s 

and s c h o o l f e e s and t h e h i r i n g o f t e a c h e r s and e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f " h i g h e r s c h o o l s . " T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e a l s o w a n t e d t o 

h i r e E u r o p e a n s w i t h t e c h n i c a l knowledge t o a s s i s t them 

i n t h e i r d e v e l o p m e n t e f f o r t s . In r e s p e c t t o i t s i n t e r e s t 

i n c o n t r o l l i n g t h e i r r e l a t i o n s h i p s w i t h money i n community 

t e r m s , t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e e v i d e n c e s more i n t e r e s t i n c a p i t a l i z a t i o n 

than t h e SSEM, w h i c h p e r h a p s c an be t r a c e d t o t h e i r e x p e r i e n c e 

w i t h t h e complex economy o f t h e A m e r i c a n s t a g i n g b a s e . 

X * X 

A r i e l S i s i l i i n 194? p r e p a r e d a m a n i f e s t o w h i c h r a l l i e d 

t h e p e o p l e t o r e s i s t G o vernment's r e s u m p t i o n o f t h e he a d 

t a x . T h e m a n i f e s t o i s p o s s i b l y t h e most l i t e r a t e and 

s o p h i s t i c a t e d o f t h e i n d i g e n o u s M a r c h i n g R u l e documents, 

and i n d e e d , may t a k e a p l a c e among t h e w o r l d ' s g r e a t p o l i t i c a l 

s t a t e m e n t s . A p p a r e n t l y t h e o n l y i n d i g e n o u s M a r c h i n g R u l e 

w r i t i n g w h i c h f o u n d i t s way t o t h e C o l o n i a l O f f i c e a r c h i v e s 



i n L ondon, i t o c c u p i e s a c e n t r a l p l a c e i n t h e c o r p u s o f 

i n d i g e n o u s w r i t i n g s , an i m p o r t a n t b u t u n a n a l y z e d b i t o f 

'd o c u m e n t a r y r e a l i t y ' . I t i s r e p r o d u c e d i n t h e A p p e n d i x 

o f t h i s t h e s i s (Document HI, L a r a c y 1983:163-171; CO 537/6195 

p. 2 9 - 3 3 ) . A t t h i s p o i n t I w i l l r e v i e w S i s i l i ' s r h e t o r i c 

w i t h i n t h e a n a l y t i c a l framework o f 1Q Q O S . e t h o s and p a t h o s . 

T h e m a n i f e s t o , w h i c h was d i s t r i b u t e d t h r o u g h o u t a t l e a s t 

n o r t h M a l a i t a , i n c o r p o r a t e s p o l i t i c a l , e c o n o m i c and moral 

a r g u m e n t s . 

In p a r t I , S i s i l i o u t l i n e s t h e s p e c i f i c g r i e v a n c e s 

h e l d a g a i n s t t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s and t h e h i s t o r y o f M a r c h i n g 

R u l e e v e n t s t h r o u g h 1949. T h e s e , i n c l u d i n g t h e o b s e r v a t i o n 

t h a t d u r i n g t h e war t h e r e was "No P r o v i s i o n f o r s u p p l y 

t o f a m i l i e s " t o g e t h e r c o n s t i t u t e d "The r e a s o n why M a l a i t a 

w o r k e d M.R. 1944-47 a f t e r war." P a r t I . c o n c l u d e s by 

c i t i n g R o o s e v e l t ' s F o u r Freedoms and a B i b l e v e r s e u s e d 

a x i o m a t i c a l 1y <AX1) . "Rob n o t t h e po o r b e c a u s e he i s p o o r " 

[ P r o v e r b s 22:223. 

S e c t i o n I I . o u t l i n e s t h e new b a s i s f o r p o l i t i c a l 

a u t h o r i t y , "The a r t i c l e s M a l a i t a s t r i k e f o r . " 

S e c t i o n I I I . o f t h e m a n i f e s t o i s an i n d i c t m e n t o f 

" t h e way t h e y t r e a t u s i n t h e Solomon I s l a n d " . M o r a l 

r e l a t i o n s a r e d i s c u s s e d f i r s t , and among them, t h e t i g h t 

y o k e o f wage l a b o r : "we have been u s e d a s b e a s t s o f b u r d e n 
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or e n g i n e s -for work" ( p a r a g r a p h 1 1 1 . 6 ) . A t t h i s p o i n t 

t h e a u t h o r d i r e c t l y a d d r e s s e s h i s Model Reader i n t h e s e 

w o r d s : 

L e t o ur c r y m o u r n i n g and g r o a n i n g come o p e n l y be-fore 
t h e w o r l d , and be-fore t h e r u l e r s and k i n g s o-f t h e 
E a r t h , be-fore w i s e c o u n s e l s and be-fore any p e o p l e 
who knows o u r God, C r e a t o r o f Heaven and E a r t h , who 
w i t h him i s no r e s p e c t e r o f p e r s o n s ( 1 1 1 . 1 8 ) . 

Then t h e a x i o m a t i c s t a t u s o f t h e s e n t e n c e s o f t h e B a s i c 

D o c t r i n e i s i n v o k e d ( p a r a g r a p h 111. 1 1 ) . T h e s e c t i o n 

c o n c l u d e s w i t h a n o t h e r B i b l i c a l q u o t a t i o n u s e d a x i o m a t i c a l 1y, 

( A X 2 ) : "Remove n o t t h e a n c i e n t landmark" [ P r o v e r b s 22:281. 

S i s i l i p r o c e e d s t o a d i s c u s s i o n o f law, l a n d , t a x a t i o n 

and l a b o r c o n s c r i p t i o n , and c o n c l u d e s , " t h e y g a t h e r t h e 

b e s t f o r t h e l a b o u r i n g — o u r m i n d s were made up a s t h e r e 

was no u s e o f w o r k i n g a t t h e s e , s o we l e f t o f f " ( p a r a g r a p h 

I I I . 1 5 ) . T h e o n l y a p p r e c i a t i o n e x t e n d e d t o t h e o l d o r d e r , 

w h i c h i s s i g n i f i c a n t b e c a u s e i t i s m e n t i o n e d i n su c h a 

manner, was f o r " t h e C h r i s t i a n R e l i g i o n " , " t h a t h as e d u c a t e d 

u s and t a u g h t u s t o know God, ab o u t him and H i s r i g h t 

ways"; f o r t h e c i v i l a u t h o r i t y v e s t e d i n f o r c e f o r c o n t r o l l i n g 

v i o l e n c e ; and f o r m e d i c a l t r e a t m e n t — "but no h o s p i t a l 

b u i l t f o r t r e a t i n g p e r s o n s i n o r n e a r t o o u r homes o r 

v i l l a g e s o r d i s t r i c t s " ( I I I . 1 6 ) . 
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T h e e t h o s o-f t h e C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e m a n 

I-f t h e 1 Q Q O S i s c o n s t i t u t e d o-f t h e u n d e r l y i n g p r e m i s e s 

and a r g u m e n t s o-f t h e movement w h i c h d e t e r m i n e t h e s p e c i - f i e 

c o n t e n t o f i t s d e r i v e d s e n t e n c e s i n b u i l d i n g new o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

e t h o s r e f e r s t o t h e movement's b a s i c m o t i v e o f r h e t o r i c a l 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h an i d e a l model o f s o c i a l comportment 

<cf. Hahn ic Gonchar i b i d : G e e r t z 1963:3; B a t e s o n 1958:118). 

T h e r h e t o r i c a l i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e movement's a d h e r e n t s 

t o a new i d e a l m o r a l man was e x e m p l i f i e d i n t h e p e r s o n 

o f t h e A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e m a n . 

S e c t i o n IV o f t h e m a n i f e s t o r e c o u n t s t h e moment 

o f t h e e p i p h a n v o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e d u r i n g t h e l i m i n a l i t y 

o f t h e War. I t i s h e r e t h a t t h e new moral e t h o s i s i n v o k e d : 

A t l a s t a new dawn b r e a k s upon t h e Solomon I s . t h e 
U.S.A. Navy, Army, A i r F o r c e a r r i v e s and b r a v e l y 
p l u n g e s i n t o war a g a i n s t t h e a d v a n c i n g enemy, e v e n t u a l l y 
b e a t , and d r i v e s them back f r o m t h e g r o u n d . Which 
a s a r e s u l t h a s f r e e d us f r o m our f e a r s , our h e a r t s b u r s t 
f o r t h e v e r y day, and g r a t i t u d e i n e x c e s s f r o m men 
women and- c h i l d r e n b o t h young and o l d , g r e a t and 
s m a l l t o God and t o t h a t C o u n t r y who w i t h g r a c e and 
m e r c y o f God and t h e i r h e a r t s o f sympathy g u i d e d 
them t o s a v e u s p o o r and h e l p l e s s p e o p l e o f t h e s e 
i s l a n d s . . . . We n e v e r known nor e v e r d i d we r e a l i z e 
b e f o r e t h e y came h e r e t h e t r u e l o v e and f r i e n d s h i p 
m e n t i o n e d i n t h e b i b l e and i g n o r a n t p e o p l e s t o became 
b e t t e r a s one s h o u l d s a y , t h a t a l l men were c r e a t e d 
e q u a l and t h a t man i s a t r a i n t y c o n s i s t i n g o f b o t h 
s p i r i t s o u l and body and t h a t f r o m common s e n s e man 
can d i s t i n g u i s h w i t h o u t b e i n g e d u c a t e d what was t r u e C , 3 
r i g h t ... Cor3 n o t r i g h t , f a i r ... Cor3 n o t f a i r 
( I V . 2 ) . 
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T h e e t h o s o-f t h e A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e m a n p r o f o u n d l y 

c h a r g e d t h e p r i m a r y p r o c e s s i n i t i a t e d i n t h e s u s p e n s i o n 

o f p o l i t i c a l o r d e r , w h i c h I have termed t h e l i m i n a l i t y 

o f war. Not o n l y was t h e e n e r g y o f h i s c h a r a c t e r i n v o k e d 

b u t h i s o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p r o w e s s u n d e r s c o r e d t h e new m o t i v e 

f o r s o c i a l a c t i o n . 

S i s i l i t h e n p r o v i d e s a n o t h e r a x i o m a t i c B i b l i c a l q u o t a t i o n 

<AX3); " G r e a t e r l o v e h a t h no man than t h i s t h a t a man 

l a y down h i s l i f e f o r h i s f r i e n d s " [ J o h n 15:13]. T h e 

a c t i v e e x e r c i s e o f l o v e i s d e t a i l e d i n t h e f o l l o w i n g p a r a g r a p h : 

a) T h e f i r s t t h i n g t h e y s a i d t h e y gave t h e i r l i v e s 
b) T h e y s h a r e what t h e y have 
c) T h e y show t h e i r m i n d o f sympathy t o one and a l l 

d) T h e y can s a t i s f y any and e v e r y man and make a 
f a i r d e a l i n g w i t h a l l s i d e and t h e o p p o s i t e 

e> T h e y h a d t h e g r e a t e s t h e a r t f o r g i v i n g and when 
t h e y saw t h e p o o r n e s s o r p o v e r t y o f t h e s e i s l a n d s , 
t h e y were t o u c h e d w i t h f e e l i n g s deep i n t o t h e 
i n n e r m o s t o f t h e i r h e a r t s and t h e y d i d do t h i n g s 
t h a t c o s t them e t c . e t c . [ s i c ] 

Then S i s i l i i n v o k e s a n o t h e r B i b l i c a l q u o t a t i o n , <AX4>: 

"Not t o l o v e i n t h o u g h t nor i n words but i n deed and i n 

t r u t h s . 'But t h e h i r e l i n g s e e t h t h e w o l f c o m i n g , l e a v e t h 

t h e s h e e p and f l e e t h ' b e c a u s e t h e y a r e not h i s own" [ J o h n 

1 8 : 1 2 , 1 3 3 . 

A x i o m AX4 i s t h e f i r s t s e n t e n c e t o m e t a p h o r i c a l l y 
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i d e n t i f y t h e c o l o n i a l o r d e r w i t h t h e ' h i r e l i n g ' , w h i c h 

i n one B i b l i c a l c o n t e x t r e f e r s t o t h e f a l s e p r o p h e t s . 

' S i n ' i s n e v e r d i r e c t l y m e n t i o n e d , but t h e i m p l i c a t i o n 

i s p l a i n . T h e s e c t i o n c o n c l u d e s w i t h a n o t h e r d i r e c t a d d r e s s 

t o t h e Model Reader and i n v o k e s a new a x i o m a t i c s e n t e n c e 

<AX5> . T h e p a t h o s o f S i s i l i ' s d i s c o u r s e i s de e p e n e d , 

c o n t i n u i n g t h e a p p e a l t o a l l t h e p e o p l e s o f t h e w o r l d : 

Dear B r o t h e r s 'Ne f e a r God' we n a t i v e s o f t h e s e 
i s l a n d s a r e s e e k i n g a f t e r t h e t r u t h , and t o know 
and p r o v e where t h e t r u t h l i e s , and where s h a l l we 
can be a b l e t o f i n d t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f God. A s 
t h e b l e s s e d h o l y word o f o u r L o r d s a i d , 'Ye s h a l l 
know t h e T r u t h and t h e T r u t h s h a l l make you f r e e ' 
[ J o h n 8:323. 

Nhat r e n d e r s S i s i l i ' s document a m a n i f e s t o a s o p p o s e d 

t o a p l a t f o r m o r s t a t e m e n t o f p r i n c i p l e s i s f i r s t , t h e 

s t r u c t u r e o f t h e argument and, s e c o n d , S i s i l i ' s Model 

R e a d e r , who i s n o t s i m p l y t h e one a g a i n s t whom t h e m a n i f e s t o 

i s d i r e c t e d . S i s i l i a c t i v e l y s e e k s t o i n v o l v e a w i d e r 

moral community — C h r i s t i a n p e o p l e a l l o v e r t h e w o r l d 

— i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e d i s c o u r s e , w h i c h i s p r o d u c e d i n 

a c c o r d a n c e w i t h a d i s c u r s i v e s t r a t e g y w h i c h s e e k s a t once 

t o make a d e c l a r a t i v e s t a t e m e n t o f h i s t o r i c a l f a c t s and 

of p o l i t i c a l p r i n c i p l e s , t o move p e o p l e t o a c t i o n b a s e d 

on t h e c o n t e n t o f t h a t b e l i e f , and t o a s s e r t , t h r o u g h 

moral c o n f r o n t a t i o n a new i d e n t i t y and a new c o u r s e f o r 
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r e d e m p t i o n . A s G r i f f i n , a r h e t o r i c i a n i n f l u e n c e d by B u r k e , 

w r i t e s , s u c h m o r a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n i s t h e consummatorv f o r m 

o f a s o c i a l movement: 

T h i s s y m b o l i c r e j e c t i o n o f t h e e x i s t i n g o r d e r i s 
a p u r g a t i v e a c t o f t r a n s f o r m a t i o n and t r a n s c e n d a n c e . 
I t a f f i r m s t h e commitment o f t h e c o n v e r t e d t o t h e 
movement — t o t h e new u n d e r s t a n d i n g — ... and h e n c e 
i t endows them w i t h a new c o n d i t i o n ' s u b s t a n c e ' — 
w i t h a new i d e n t i t y , a new u n i t y , a new m o t i v e < idem 
p. 465) . 

S i s i l i ' s argument p r o c e e d s a s f o l l o w s . P r o p o s i t i o n s 

o f c o n t i n g e n t t r u t h a r i s i n g f r o m t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f c o l o n i a l i s m , 

and o f f e l l o w s h i p w i t h t h e s e r v i c e m e n , t o g e t h e r w i t h a x i oms 

AX1. AX2 and AX3. f u r n i s h e x p l a n a t o r y s e n t e n c e s . I f 

i n d e e d t h e y had removed t h e a n c i e n t landmark and r o b b e d 

t h e poor o f b o t h l a n d and money, then t h e y were a c t i n g 

c o n t r a r y t o H o l y S c r i p t u r e . Now, i f t h e h i r e l i n g ' l e a v e t h 

t h e s h e e p ' t o t h e w o l f , and g i v e n t h e f a c t t h a t t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s 

h ad a p p a r e n t l y l e f t t h e i s l a n d e r s t o t h e i r f a t e a t t h e 

h a nds o f t h e J a p a n e s e , t h e n S i s i l i ' s argument a s s e r t s 

an e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e w h i c h f o u n d e m p i r i c a l p r o o f i n 

t h e c o n d u c t o f t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s . T h e A m e r i c a n s , c o n t r a r y 

t o t h e B r i t i s h , were a c t i n g i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h H o l y S c r i p t u r e . 

T h e i r a c t i o n s d u r i n g t h e War j u s t i f i e d t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

86 L e l a n d G r i f f i n <1969), "A D r a m a t i s t i c T h e o r y o f t h e 
R h e t o r i c o f Movements" jjn W i l l i a m H. R u e c k e r t , <ed.) , 
C r i t i c a l R e s p o n s e s t o K e n n e t h B u r k e . M i n n e a p o l i s , 
U n i v e r s i t y o f M i n n e s o t a P r e s s . 
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M o r e o v e r , t h e c o l o n i a l i s t s a c t e d t o u n d e r m i n e t h e new 

communitas o-f - f e l l o w s h i p t h a t t h e n a t i v e s had d e v e l o p e d 

w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n s . 

T h e -fundamental B i b l e - r o o t e d n e s s o-f t h e s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s 

i n s t i t u t e d by t h e SSEM M a r c h i n g R u l e i n t e l l e c t u a l s i n 

i t s new e x t e n s i o n i n t o t h e s e c u l a r r e a l m i s r e p r e s e n t e d 

w e l l by S i s i l i ' s d i s c o u r s e . He put t h e s e i n f e r e n c e s t o g e t h e r 

w i t h t h e B i b l e ' s g u a r a n t e e o-f human knowledge o-f t h e t r u t h 

and i t s - f r e e i n g o-f t h e b e l i e v e r (AX4) . i n o r d e r t o a r r i v e 

a t t h e c o n c l u d i n g s t a t e m e n t : 

T h e y t r i e s t o bound us -from our FREEDOMS. But we 
must be FREE. T h e r e - f o r e we must FREE. ( I V . 1 0 ) . 

Now i-f i n s t i t u t i o n a l s i n c h a r a c t e r i z e s t h e e n t i r e 

c o l o n i a l o r d e r a s t h e ' h i r e l i n g ' t h e n a l l i t s moral r e l a t i o n s 

a r e n e g a t e d a s e v i l by t h e C h r i s t i a n o r d e r . But h e r e 

a c o n t r a d i c t i o n i s e x p e r i e n c e d . In t h e SSEM dogmas t h e 

pagan r e g i m e was t h e r e g i m e o f S a t a n , n o t i t s own. T o 

r e s o l v e t h e d i s c u r s i v e i n c o n s i s t e n c y , t h e SSEM a s s e r t i o n 

i s n e g a t e d . A s t h e a u t h o r s o f " C o u n c i l o f A r a h a " s t a t e , 

t h e M o s a i c Laws were " w e l l r e s p e c t i n our Customs by our 

a n c e s t o r s , who a l t h o u g h t h e y may have b r o k e n them, have 

p r e s e r v e d them by word o f mouth w h i c h i s c a l l e d T r a d i t ion"< L a r a c y 

1983:141). H e r e i s t h e o r i g i n o f " C h r i s t i a n Kastom," 

a term f i r s t u s e d by B u r t t o d e s c r i b e t h e i d e o l o g y o f 
87) 

t h e p o s t - M a r c h i n g R u l e Kwara'ae. 

87 Ben B u r t <1983) "The Remnant C h u r c h : A C h r i s t i a n 
S e c t o f t h e Solomon I s l a n d s . " O c e a n i a 53:334-46. 
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T h e p a t h o s o-f ' M a s i n o a Lo" 

In t h e p r o d u c t i o n o-f d i s c o u r s e , e m o t i o n h a s an i m p o r t a n t , 

s e p a r a b l e r o l e a p a r t -from t h a t o-f moral i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s , 

e t h o s . T h e t h i r d o-f M o t t ' s i n f l u e n c e s o f t h e c h u r c h on 

s o c i a l a c t i o n c o n s i s t s i n t h e e m o t i o n a l s u p p o r t r e n d e r e d 

t o t h e i n d i v i d u a l i n v o l v e d i n m i s s i o n . I f t h e e x p e r i e n c e 

o f t h e i n d i g e n e s i n common w o r s h i p was t h a t o f communi t a s . 

t h e n o u t s i d e t h e c o n t e x t o f w o r s h i p , t h e e m o t i o n a l a s p e c t s 

o f communitas had t o be r e n d e r e d i n t o a l i n g u i s t i c f o r m 

i n o r d e r t o u p h o l d t h e s t r u c t u r a l m o r a l i t i e s o f t h e community 

o f b e l i e v e r s , t h e B r i d e . In t h e SSEM d i s c o u r s e , t h i s 

r a t i o c i n a t i o n c e n t e r e d on t h e s e m a n t i c p r o p e r t i e s o f ' f e l l o w s h i p . ' 

E t h o s and p a t h o s i n t e r a c t t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t a p o w e r f u l l y 

m o t i v a t i n g e m o t i o n , s u c h a s ' f e l l o w s h i p ' , e n h a n c e s l i v i n g 

i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e e t h o s o f t h e B r i d e . S i m i l a r l y , i n 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' — m a s i n o a — e n h a n c e s 

l i v i n g i n a c c o r d w i t h t h e moral i d e a l o f t h e C h r i s t i a n 

s e r v i c e m a n . T h e p a t h o s o f t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s e x p e r i e n c e d 

d u r i n g t h e war was m a n i f e s t l y t h a t o f communitas, w h i c h 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e r s r a t i o n a l i z e d i n t o t h e s e m a n t i c complex 

d e n o t e d by m a s i n o a . Why ' b r o t h e r h o o d , ' r a t h e r t han f e l l o w s h i p , 

f i l i a t i o n o r a f f i n i t y s h o u l d c o n s t i t u t e t h e e m o t i o n a l 

t e n o r o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e s o c i a l r e l a t i o n s h i p s , m i g h t 

r e p r e s e n t a n o s t a l g i a f o r t h e c l o s e - k n i t community t i e s 
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o-f t h e a n c i e n t d i s t r i c t g r o u p , o-f l i - f e be-fore u r b a n i z a t i o n . 

F i n d i n g t h e m s e l v e s l i v i n g i n l a r g e r g r o u p s than e v e r be-fore, 

c o u l d t h e o l d r e l a t i o n s o-f b r o t h e r h o o d be e x t e n d e d t o 

embrace a l l men? C h r i s t i a n i t y a l s o e x p r e s s e s t h e e m o t i o n a l 

t e n o r o-f i t s s t r u c t u r e d m o r a l i t i e s i n terms o-f ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' 

a s w e l l a s ' - f e l l o w s h i p . ' C h r i s t i a n ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' was t h e 

e m o t i o n a l t i e w h i c h embraced a l l men, n o t s i m p l y b e l i e v e r s 

a l o n e , and i t was -from t h e p a t h o s o-f C h r i s t i a n ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' 

a s H u t c h i s o n s t a t e s , t h a t t h e A m e r i c a n F e d e r a l C o u n c i l 

d e r i v e d i t s e n e r g y -for s o c i a l re-form ( i b i d . C h a p t e r V . ) . 

SSEM C h r i s t i a n ' - f e l l o w s h i p ' was n o t s u p p o r t i v e o-f s o c i a l 

a c t i o n d i r e c t l y . S e r v i c e , "however e x a l t e d " a c c o r d i n g 

t o Deck, was o n l y a b y - p r o d u c t o-f - f e l l o w s h i p ( s e e page 

204 ) . M a s i noa however, was a -f o u n d a t i o n o f t r a d i t i o n a l s o c i a l 

a c t i o n . I t was w i t h i n t h e l o c a l g r o u p — marked by p a t r i f i 1 i a t i o n 

a s an o r g a n i z i n g p r i n c i p l e — t h a t b r i d e w e a l t h was c o n s o l i d a t e d , 

g a r d e n i n g o r g a n i z e d and r e s o u r c e s p o o l e d f o r common d e f e n c e 

and f e a s t i n g t h e a o a l o . 

A s a n t h r o p o l o g i s t s w e l l know, t h e r e a r e p r o b l e m s 

w i t h ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' a s a s o c i a l i d e a l . B r o t h e r s q u a r r e l 

and f i g h t a s w e l l a s c o o p e r a t e , and a l t h o u g h t h e ' s t r u c t u r a l ' 

p r i n c i p l e o f s i b l i n g u n i t y ( c f . R a d c 1 i f f e - B r o w n ) r e p r e s e n t s 

an i d e a l r e l a t i o n o f d o m e s t i c harmony, t h e ' s t r u c t u r a l ' 

a b s t r a c t i o n and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l r e a l i t y may c o l l i d e i n 



p r a c t i c e . S i b l i n g i d e n t i f i c a t i o n must i m p l y o p p o s i t i o n . 

T h e s t r u c t u r a l a b s t r a c t i o n becomes a r h e t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e 

•for p e r s o n s , and a s s u c h , i t s im p a c t a s s u c h a r e s o u r c e 

must be m e a s u r e d i n s i t u a t i o n a l c o n t e x t s o f c o n f l i c t a s 

w e l l a s s o l i d a r i t y , o f c o m p e t i t i o n a s w e l l a s c o o p e r a t i o n . 

A s F i r t h s t a t e s , " I n t h e c o n c e p t o f t h e " u n i t y ' o f t h e 

s i b l i n g g r o u p , s i b l i n g s a r e r e g a r d e d a s e q u i v a l e n t o r 

u n i t e d o n l y f o r some s o c i a l p u r p o s e s , i n d e f i n e d c o n d i t i o n s , 

and n o t i n o t h e r s . A p r o b l e m i s t o show what t h e s e c o n d i t i o n s 

a r e , where t h e y o b t a i n and do n o t o b t a i n , and t h e i m p l i c a t i o n s 
88) 

i n b o t h e v e n t u a l i t i e s " 

M a s i n o a d u r i n o t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e was t h e e x t e n s i o n 

o f an i n d i g e n o u s p o l i t i c a l i d e a l , f o r b r o t h e r s s h o u l d 

n o t f i g h t , a s i t weakens t h e d o m e s t i c g r o u p and t h r e a t e n s 

t o f i s s i o n t h e g r o u p ' s t e r r i t o r y . Under t h e e m o t i o n a l 

s u p p o r t o f t r a d i t i o n a l m a s i n o a . t h i n g s g o t done. T h a t 

Mal a i t a n s , now "one F a m i l y " <Nori , in. L a r a c y 1983:92) 

s h o u l d o b s e r v e t h e s e i d e a l s o f b r o t h e r h o o d a r i s e s f r o m 

an e x t e n s i o n o f t h e s e i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s . . No l o n g e r t h e 

l o c a l g r o u p and i t s g a r d e n l a n d , b ut t h e e t h n i c u n i t y 

o f a l l t h e p e o p l e and by e x t e n s i o n a l l t h e 1 and o f M a l a i t a 

88 Raymond F i r t h <1955), "Some P r i n c i p l e s o f S o c i a l 
O r g a n i z a t i o n . " T h e J o u r n a l o f t h e Roya l A n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  
I n s t i t i t u t e 85:1-18: p.15 



w i t h i n t h e g l o b a l community o-f man, becomes t h e e m o t i o n a l 

- f o u n d a t i o n -for t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e . 

I w i l l d i s c u s s t h e d i m e n s i o n o-f p a t h o s by r e - f e r r i n g 
89) 

t o t h e a u t o b i o g r a p h y o-f a Kwaio ' F e a s t - M a k e r ' , ' E l o t a . 

' E l o t a and h i s p e o p l e s t r o n g l y s u p p o r t e d t h e M a r c h i n g -

R u l e but ' E l o t a h i m s e l f was n o t a M a r c h i n g R u l e c h i e f , 

s o h i s t e s t i m o n y s t a n d s a s p e r h a p s t y p i c a l o f t h e pagan 

l o c a l g r o u p l e a d e r s , t h e ' F e a s t - M a k e r s , ' t h e f i r s t l e v e l 

o f i n t e r p r e t i v e c o n t r o l e x e r c i s e d by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e 

p r o p o n e n t s . He r e c o u n t s how he a t t e m p t e d t o a v e r t f i g h t s 

d u r i n g t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p e r i o d , a r i s i n g f r o m p i g - t h e f t s 

and s e d u c t i o n s . "Ne had p r o b l e m s l i v i n g i n b i g v i l l a g e s " 

he s t a t e s <1983:98). 

In one i n s t a n c e , d u r i n g a t i m e i n w h i c h most f o l k s 

w ere w o r k i n g t h e communal g a r d e n s , some o f ' O i b i s i ' s p e o p l 

s t o l e a c o n s e c r a t e d p i g b e l o n g i n g t o ' E l o t a ' s g r a n d m o t h e r . 

A m e e t i n g was s c h e d u l e d . 

89 Roger M. K e e s i n g <ed.) <1983) ' E l o t a ' s S t o r y . The  
L i f e and T i m e s o f a Solomon I s l a n d s B i o Man. ( C a s e 
s t u d i e s i n c u l t u r a l a n t h r o p o l o g y ) , H o l t , R i n e h a r t 
and W i n s t o n : New Y o r k . 
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The i n t e r r o g a t i o n had been a r r a n g e d f o r t h e n e x t 
d a y . I went o v e r t o T a r . i f u , where t h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n 
was t o t a k e p l a c e . I f o u n d a l l o f ' O i b i s i ' s men 
i n t h e i r f u l l f i g h t i n g r e g a l i a . ' O i b i s i had a b u n d l e 
o f s p e a r s ; ' A b e s i s had. a k n i f e and h i s bow and a r r o w . 
I c o n f r o n t e d them: 'Hey, w h a t ' s come o v e r y o u? T h i s  
i s a p i o - t h e f t i n t e r r o g a t i o n , not a war. A r e you 
g o i n g t o k i l l someone? Have you g o t y o u r e y e on 
Bakua? Don't f o r g e t h e ' s my b r o t h e r - i n - l a w . And 
y o u , ' O i b i s i , y o u ' r e my b r o t h e r - i n - l a w t o o . Why 
a r e you i n a war p a r t y when we're s u p p o s e d t o a l l  
be l i v i n g i n p e a c e a s b r o t h e r s ? T a k e o f f y o u r f i g h t i n g 
b e l t s . Put down y o u r s p e a r s ...' <emphasis s u p p l i e d . 
i d e m : 98) 

A n o t h e r d i s p u t e o c c u r e d a s a r e s u l t o f g o s s i p about a 

s e x u a l a f f a i r , and t h e women o f t h e two s i d e s e v e n t u a l l y 

c u r s e d e a c h o t h e r . 

T h e two s i d e s met f o r a b i g c o n f r o n t a t i o n ... e a c h 
s i d e was o u t f o r b l o o d ... But I came and s t o p p e d 
t h e f i g h t : 'You c a n ' t f i g h t . We a r e b r o t h e r s . We  
have t o s e t t l e t h i s by t a l k i n g , n o t k i l l i n g . T h i s 
i s a s m a l l d i s p u t e ; l e t ' s j u s t s e t t l e i t c a l m l y . ' 
And t h e y d i d , t h e y q u i e t e n e d down ( e m p h a s i s s u p p l i e d . 

idem:99) . 

I t i s c l e a r by t h e s e e x a m p l e s t h a t t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e p r i n c i p l e 

o f b r o t h e r l y c o n d u c t f o u n d e d on an ' e t h n i c ' a w a r e n e s s 

was a r h e t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e f o r i n d i v i d u a l s . In each i n s t a n c e , 

' b r o t h e r h o o d ' a s a d i s t i n c t i v e p r o d u c t o f t h e M a r c h i n g 

R u l e r e s u l t i n g f r o m a s e m a n t i c c o n f l a t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n 

and pagan ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' e n a b l e d by t h e example o f t h e 

A m e r i c a n C h r i s t i a n s e r v i c e m a n , i s i n v o k e d a s a h i g h e r 

o r d e r r e l a t i o n , whose r u l e s o f comportment s t r e s s 1anouage 

a s a medium o f p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g . H a v i n g a s s e n t e d t o be 
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s u p p o r t e r s o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , t h e d i s p u t a n t s had l i t t l e 

c h o i c e but t o s u r r e n d e r judgement o-f t h e i r a c t i o n s t o 

t h e l i n g u i s t i c -format r a t h e r t h an t o t h e outcome o-f - f o r c e . 

A g e - o l d p r o b l e m s i n M a l a i t a n p o l i t i c a l r e l a t i o n s 

s u r f a c e d i n t h e b i g "towns". T h e r e was c o n f l i c t o f p e r s o n a l i t y 

and o f o r g a n i z a t i o n a l management w h i c h r a i s e d up f r o m 

t h e b a c k g r o u n d t h e o l d d i s a g r e e m e n t s w h i c h had been d e f e r r e d 

by t h e i n i t i a l M a r c h i n g R u l e e n t h u s i a s m . D u r i n g e a r l y 

1947 t h e communitas o f w a r t i m e was a t t e n u a t e d , t h e m a s i n o a 

o f b r o t h e r h o o d r e q u i r e d , new j u r a l s a n c t i o n . C o n s e q u e n t l y , 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e c o u r t s were s e t up, t h r e a t e n i n g a t y r a n n y 

o f t h e m a j o r i t y , a g a i n s t w h i c h government p r u d e n t l y a c t e d . 

T h e bonds o f e t h n i c i t y p r o v e d t o be t o o weak t o s u s t a i n 

t h e e n t h u s i a s m r e q u i s i t e t o m a i n t a i n a c o u r s e o f n o n - v i o l e n t 

m i l l e n a r i a n i n s t i t u t i o n a l i n n o v a t i o n . I t i s t h e t r a g e d y 

o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e t h a t a new s e n s e o f e t h n i c i t y had 

c o n s e q u e n c e s t h a t e x a c e r b a t e d t h e c o l o n i a l r e l a t i o n s and 

l e d d i r e c t l y t o t h e s e c o n d b r e a c h o f n o r m - g o v e r n e d r e l a t i o n s 

( s e e page 133 ) . E t h n i c i t y a p p e a r s a s a f o r c e w h i c h o n l y 

i n i t i a l l y u n i t e s t h e b e l i e v e r s a r o u n d e l e m e n t s whose o r i g i n s 

a r e i n c o l l e c t i v e f e e l i n g s o f n o s t a l g i a . E t h n i c i t y u l t i m a t e l y 

d i v i d e s . F o r example, c o n s c i o u s n e s s o f r a c i a l p r e j u d i c e , 



a l m o s t c o m p l e t e l y a b s e n t e a r l i e r on, was e v i d e n t i n S i s i l i ' s 

r e f e r e n c e t o t h e " w h i t e government." Both c o l o n i a l i s t s 

and t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e r s were engag e d i n t h e same p r i m a r y 

p r o c e s s up u n t i l t h e s e c o n d b r e a c h , i n J u n e 1947. A f t e r 

t h a t t i m e t h e common r h e t o r i c was b r o k e n a s t h e r a d i c a l s 

w i t h i n t h e movement, f i n d i n g t h e m s e l v e s a t t h e head o f 

a p o w e r f u l new o r g a n i z a t i o n , d e c i d e d t o go i t a l o n e . 

T h e e t h n i c i t y o f m a s i n o a . t h e b r o t h e r h o o d o f t h e o l d l o c a l 
r 

g r o u p e x t e n d e d t o t h e e t h n i c i t y o f a l l t h e i s l a n d e r s , 

i s ^ r e f l e c t e d i n t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e r ' s a p p a r e n t c o n c e p t 

o f t h e m s e l v e s a s o p p r e s s e d Jews <cf. Marquand i b i d ) . 

T h i s i d e n t i f i c a t i o n r e a c h e d a f u l f i l l m e n t o f s o r t s i n 

t h e d o c t r i n e s o f t h e p o s t - M a r c h i n g R u l e Remnant C h u r c h , 

f o u n d e d i n 1955 <cf B u r t i b i d ) . T h e Remnants t r a c e t h e 

o r i g i n s o f t h e Kwara'ae p e o p l e i n t h e H o l y L a n d s . L e d 

by Moses ( t h e ' L e v i t e ' ) , t h e Kwara'ae a n c e s t o r s m i g r a t e d 

on a s h i p c a l l e d ' S a n c t i f i c a t i o n ' t h r o u g h t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n , 

t h e A t l a n t i c and t h e P a c i f i c o c e a n s , a t l a s t s e t t l i n g 

i n t h e Kwara'ae m o u n t a i n s , where t h e y e s t a b l i s h e d t h e 

f i r s t beu abu < i b i d : 3 4 4 ) . A l t h o u g h t h e Remnants a r e 

a m i n o r i t y among Kwara'ae C h r i s t i a n s , H i s t o r i c i s m i s a l s o 

r e f l e c t e d i n t h e p r e d o m i n a n c e among n o r t h M a l a i t a n c o m m u n i t i e s 

t o d a y o f t h e S e v e n t h Day A d v e n t i s t s and J e h o v a h ' s W i t n e s s e s . 



-289 -

T h u s i t was a w e akness o-f e t h n i c i t y , m a s i n o a . t o g e t h e r 

w i t h t h e r e v i v e d a s s e r t i o n o-f p e r s o n a l 'big-man' s t a t u s 

by j u n i o r l e a d e r s , t h a t ended t h e o l d p a t h o s o-f SSEM 

m i s s i o n a r y ' - f e l l o w s h i p , ' a s i t d i d t h e ' b r o t h e r h o o d ' o-f 

t h e A m e r i c a n s o c i a l g o s p e l e r s , and a s w e l l , by t h e weakness 

o-f i t s bonds, t h e g e n e r a l m i l l e n a r i a n c o u r s e o-f a c t i o n s . 

But i-f m a s i n o a was t h e p r i c e o f p a g a n / C h r i s t i a n c o n f e d e r a t i o n , 

t h e p o l i t i c a l s i d e o f t h e movement a s r e c o u n t e d i n t h e 

f i r s t d i v i s i o n l o s t no momentum, p e r h a p s due t o t h e s i m p l e 

p r e s e n c e o f enough l i t e r a t e men o f a b i l i t y who c o u l d c o n t i n u e 

t o a r t i c u l a t e t h e o b j e c t i v e s o f r e p r e s e n t a t i v e g o vernment, 

who were h o n i n g t h e i r a r g u m e n t s and s t u d y i n g t h e i r B i b l e s 

and t h e l i t e r a t u r e l e f t by t h e A m e r i c a n s e r v i c e m e n . 

Th e M a r c h i n o R u l e i n c o m p a r a t i v e c o n t e x t 

Max Weber ha s a d d r e s s e d t h e t e n s i o n i n t h e e c o n o m i c , p o l i t i c a l , 

i n t e l l e c t u a l and o t h e r s p h e r e s t h a t e x i s t s between r e d e m p t i v e 

r e l i g i o n and t h e r o u t i n i z e d s o c i a l w o r l d , i n terms o f 
90) 

i d e a l - t y p e e t h i c a l o r i e n t a t i o n s . T h e w o r l d l y t e n s i o n s 

a d d r e s s e d by r e d e m p t i v e r e l i g i o n s i n p r a c t i c a l e f f e c t 

h a v e i n v o l v e d i n e v i t a b l e c o m p r o m i s e s and accommodations 

t o power. An " o r g a n i c s o c i a l e t h i c " most s t r o n g l y u p h o l d s 

90 Max Weber, " R e l i g i o u s R e j e c t i o n s o f t h e W o r l d and 
t h e i r D i r e c t i o n s " , i n . H. G e r t h and C.W. M i l l s ( e d s . ) , 
From Max Weber. O x f o r d U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , 1946:323-59; 
p. 338, 340. A l s o s e e T h e P r o t e s t a n t E t h i c and t h e  
S p i r i t o f C a p i t a l i s m . New Y o r k , S c r i b n e r s ' , 1958. 
C h a p t e r 4. 
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e n t r e n c h e d power i n t e r e s t s . I t a t t e m p t s t o s y n t h e s i z e 

t h e " i n e q u a l i t y o-f c h a r i s m a t i c q u a l i f i c a t i o n s w i t h s e c u l a r 

s t r a t i f i c a t i o n by s t a t u s , i n t o a cosmos o f G o d - o r d a i n e d 

s e r v i c e s w h i c h a r e s p e c i a l i z e d i n f u n c t i o n " < i dem:338). 

The M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n i s a c a s e i n p o i n t . A l t h o u g h i t 

o n c e v i e w e d i t s e l f a s t h e c o n s c i e n c e o f t h e p r o t e c t o r a t e , 

i t u p h e l d t h e b a s i c c o l o n i a l i n t e r e s t , t h e a d e q u a c y o f 

t h e s u p p l y o f p l a n t a t i o n l a b o u r and t h e l e g i t i m a c y o f 

t h e M e l a n e s i a n s ' r o l e a s p l a n t a t i o n l a b o r e r s , and i n i t s 

a c t i o n s w i t h r e s p e c t t o t h e C h a i r and R u l e . The o r g a n i c 

e t h i c , f r o m t h e s t a n d p o i n t o f t h e i n n e r - w o r l d a s c e t i c , 

" l a c k s t h e i n w a r d d r i v e f o r an e t h i c a l and t h o r o u g h r a t i o n a l i z a t i o n 

o f i n d i v i d u a l l i f e " ( i d e m : 3 3 8 ) . However, r e v o l u t i o n a r y 

c h a n g e may r e s u l t f r o m i n n e r - w o r l d l y a s c e t i c i s m when i t 

" i s c a p a b l e o f o p p o s i n g an a b s o l u t e and d i v i n e ' n a t u r a l 

law' t o t h e c r e a t u r a l l y , w i c k e d , and e m p i r i c a l o r d e r s 

o f t h e w o r l d . I t t h e n becomes a r e l i g i o u s d u t y t o r e a l i z e 

t h i s d i v i n e n a t u r a l law, a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s e n t e n c e t h a t 

one must obey God r a t h e r t h an men ..." < i d e m : 3 4 0 ) . 

Th e SSEM i s c l e a r l y n o t a " R e l i g i o n o f t h e S t a t u s 
91) 

Quo" a s L i n c o l n h o l d s a l l c o l o n i a l m i s s i o n s t o be. 

91 B r u c e L i n c o l n <1985), Toward a T h e o r y o f R e l i g i o n 
and R e v o l u t i o n . P a g e s 266-283 in B r u c e L i n c o l n (ed.) , 
R e l i o i o n . R e b e l l i o n . R e v o l u t i o n . M a c M i l l a n P r e s s , 
L o n don. 



T h e SSEM was n o t t h e t o o l o f t h e r u l i n g c l a s s o f c o l o n i a l 

m a s t e r s . T h e SSEM f o u n d i t d i f f i c u l t t o e n t e r i n t o t h e 

r e l a t i o n s o f i n d u s t r i a l a g r i c u l t u r e b e c a u s e o f i t s p r i o r 

commitment t o t h e w e l f a r e o f l a b o r e r s . Nor was i t s i d e o l o g y 

"a s e l e c t i v e C h r i s t i a n i t y c o n s c i o u s l y a d o p t e d f o r c o l o n i a l 

c o n s u m p t i o n 8 < idem:271) . T o t h e c o n t r a r y , i t s i d e o l o g y 

r e s t e d d i r e c t l y upon H o l y S c r i p t u r e , t h e B a s i c D o c t r i n e 

o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , w h i c h i t v i e w e d a s a handbook f o r l i v i n g 

whose i n t e r p r e t a t i o n was u n m e d i a t e d by i n s t i t u t i o n a l a u t h o r i t y 

V i s - a - v i s i t s s t a n c e t o w a r d t h e P r o t e c t o r a t e and i t s c l o s e l y 

a s s o c i a t e d M e l a n e s i a n M i s s i o n , t h e SSEM may be s e e n more 

as a " R e l i g i o n o f R e s i s t a n c e , " b e c a u s e i t e s p o u s e d "a 

s e t o f v a l u e s t h a t d i f f e r s i n some measure f r o m t h a t o f 

t h e r e l i g i o n o f t h e s t a t u s quo" < i dem:273). T h e SSEM 

r e s i s t e d t h e " o r g a n i c s o c i a l e t h i c " o f t h e M e l a n e s i a n 

M i s s i o n . And a l t h o u g h u n i t e d w i t h i n t h e common t r a d i t i o n s 

and p r e c e p t s o f C h r i s t i a n i t y , t h e MM and t h e SSEM a d h e r e n t s , 

however, had "no l o v e f o r one a n o t h e r " <Hogbin 1939:184). 

By Weber's t h e o r y , among i s l a n d e r s t h e SSEM must 

be v i e w e d a s p r o m o t i n g r e v o l u t i o n a r y s o c i a l c h a n g e . I t 

r e q u i r e d c o n v e r t s t o f r e e t h e m s e l v e s w h o l l y f r o m t h e pagan 

o r d e r . T h e m i s s i o n n o t o n l y p r o v i d e d t h e l i t e r a c y and 

" n a t u r a l law" o f H o l y S c r i p t u r e by w h i c h t h i s c o u l d be 

e f f e c t e d , b u t a s w e l l , a n o t i o n o f an i n c i p i e n t s o c i a l 



i n s t i t u t i o n , t h e m y s t i c a l l y e x p r e s s e d ' B r i d e o-f C h r i s t ' 

w h i c h was a new s o c i a l o r d e r -founded upon a p e r p e t u a l l y 

e n g a g e d communitas o f f e l l o w s h i p , t o be c r e a t e d on e a r t h 

in. a d v a n c e o f t h e M i l l e n n i u m . 

T h e r e v o l u t i o n a r y i m p a c t s o f t h e SSEM on t h e pagan 

o r d e r , i t s d i r e c t i n g i d e o l o g y and program, i s s u p p o r t e d 
92) 

by e v e r y one o f D a v i d A b e r l e ' s c r i t e r i a , a s c o n s t i t u t i n g 

a " t r a n s f o r m a t i v e s o c i a l movement" w h i c h v i e w e d " t h e p r o c e s s 

o f c hange a s c a t a c l y s m i c , t h e t i m e o f change a s imminent, 

t h e d i r e c t i o n o f c h a n g e a s t e l e o l o g i c a l 1 y g u i d e d . . . . " 

< i d e m : 3 1 9 ) . T h e m i s s i o n ' s t i m e p e r s p e c t i v e was one o f 

f u r t h e r i n g i m m e d i a t e and t o t a l c h a n g e . The SSEM t h e o r y  

o f h i s t o r y was t e l e o l o g i c a l , f o u n d e d i n d i s p e n s a t i o n a l i s m 

and t h e "any-moment" S e c o n d Coming, and ( l i k e F a l l o w e s ) 

aimed a t b u i l d i n g on e a r t h t h e Kingdom o f God. The SSEM 

1 e a d e r s h i p was c h a r i s m a t i c t o t h e e x t e n t t h a t t h e a u t h o r i t y 

o f t h e v i l l a g e t e a c h e r was due t o h i s b e i n g " p r i m a r i l y 

an i n t e r p r e t e r o f what i s h a p p e n i n g " ( i d e m ? 3 1 8 ) . H i s 

d i s c u r s i v e a u t h o r i t y was g r a n t e d by t h e w h i t e m i s s i o n a r i e s , 

new r i t u a l e x p e r t s , who were r e g a r d e d a s b e i n g " i n t o u c h 

w i t h s u p e r i o r f o r c e s o r a s h a v i n g s u p e r i o r knowledge o f 

92 D a v i d A b e r l e ( 1 9 6 6 ) , T h e P e y o t e R e l i o i o n Amono t h e 
N a v a j o . A l d i n e P r e s s , C h i c a g o : 3 1 8 - 2 0 . S e c o n d E d i t i o n , 
1981. 
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t h e - f o r c e s o-f d e s t i n y " ( i dem) . V i l l a g e s e c u l a r l e a d e r s h i p , 

however, was e m e r g e n t , g r o w i n g o u t o-f t h e i n d i gen i z a t i on 

o-f C h r i s t i a n i t y and i n d i v i d u a l i t y . T he SSEM - f o s t e r e d 

a p o l i c y o f d i s e n o a o e m e n t a s w e l l . T he C h r i s t i a n c o m m u n i t i e s 

s e p a r a t e d t h e m s e l v e s p h y s i c a l l y f r o m t h e pagan s o c i e t y 

by f o r m i n g a new and i n c r e a s i n g l y ' u r b a n i z e d ' c o a s t a l 

d e m o g r a p h i c r e g i o n , b o t h t o " a v o i d t h e c o n t a m i n a t i o n o f 

t h e u n g o d l y " and t o b u i l d up t h e new, C h r i s t i a n , s o c i a l 

o r d e r . 

The means by w h i c h a c o m p l e t e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n was 

t o be e f f e c t e d c a n n o t be u n d e r s t o o d a s " p r e d o m i n a n t l y 

m a g i c a l o r p r e d o m i n a n t l y e m p i r i c a l , " b u t p r e d o m i n a n t l y 

t h r o u g h l i t e r a c y and t h e a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e new " n a t u r a l 

law." U l t i m a t e l y , t h e SSEM model o r d e s i r e d e n d - s t a t e , 

w h i c h i s a "model f o r " r a t h e r t han a "model o f " ( G e e r t z 

1963), was o f t h e i n n o v a t i v e s u b - t y p e . T h e i n d i g e n o u s 

SSEM c o n v e r t s were not engage d i n i m i t a t i v e t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , 

f o r b o t h t h e y and t h e i r E u r o p e a n m e n t o r s were engag e d 

i n t h e same p r o c e s s o f p r e p a r i n g t h e B r i d e . 

T h e s c o p e o f t h e SSEM t r a n s f o r m a t i o n , i t s e x p e c t e d 

b e n e f i c i a r i e s , was p r i m a r i l y u n i v e r s a l i s t i c . A l l p e r s o n s 

who a c c e p t e d t h e t e a c h i n g s o f J e s u s C h r i s t , a s communicated 

t h r o u g h t h e e a r t h l y " e x e c u t i v e o f t h e Godhead," t h e H o l y 

S p i r i t , were t o s h a r e i n t h e b l e s s i n g s . T h i s was n o t 



s i m p l y a r e m o t e i d e o l o g y , a s i t i s -for t h e o r g a n i c e t h i c 

n o t r e c o g n i z a n t o f t h e m i l l e n i a l i s m o f t h e New T e s t a m e n t 

a s a w h o l e , b ut was o p e r a t i o n a l i z e d i n d a i l y l i f e . A l t h o u g h 

t h e SSEM r e l a t i o n s h i p t o t h e c o l o n i a l o r d e r may be d e s c r i b e d 

a s " r e f o r m a t i v e " , i t s r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h t h e pagan o r d e r 

was t o t r a n s f o r m t h a t o r d e r , n o t t h r o u g h s u p e r n a t u r a l 

i n t e r v e n t i o n b u t t h r o u g h human i n i t i a t i v e d i r e c t e d a t 

t h e a t t a i n m e n t o f God's w i l l . 

L i n c o l n s t a t e s , 

R e l i g i o n s o f r e s i s t a n c e d e f i n e t h e m s e l v e s i n o p p o s i t i o n 
t o t h e r e l i g i o n o f t h e s t a t u s quo, d e f e n d i n g a g a i n s t 
t h e i d e o l o g i c a l d o m i n a t i o n o f t h e l a t t e r . R e l i g i o n s 
o f r e v o l u t i o n , on t h e o t h e r hand, d e f i n e t h e m s e l v e s 
i n o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e dominant s o c i a l p a r t y i t s e l f ,  
n o t i t s r e l i Q J o u s arm a l o n e , p r o m o t i n g d i r e c t a c t i o n  
a o a i n s t t h e dominant p a r t y ' s m a t e r i a l c o n t r o l o f  
s o c i e t y < e m p h a s i s s u p p l i e d . L i n c o l n 1985:275). 

T h u s i n t e r m s d i s c u s s e d by Weber, A b e r l e and L i n c o l n , 

t h e SSEM p r o m o t e d r e v o l u t i o n a r y , t r a n s f o r m a t i v e c h a n g e s 

i n t h e pagan s o c i e t y . T h e p r o b l e m t h i s p o s e s i s how 

t o c a t e g o r i z e t h e m a n i f e s t l y d i f f e r e n t k i n d s o f movement 

w h i c h c o n s t i t u t e p o l i t i c a l / m i 1 1 e n i a l r e b e l l i o n a g a i n s t 

c o l o n i a l power, s u c h a s among, f o r example, t h e Mau-Mau, 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e r s , t h e S a n u s i y a o f C y r e n a i c a , o r , t o 

f o l l o w L i n c o l n ' s e x t e n s i o n , t h e J a c o b i n c o a l i t i o n o f t h e 

F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n o r t h e P u r i t a n c o a l i t i o n o f t h e E n g l i s h 

C i v i l War? 

R e t u r n i n g t o A b e r l e ' s f o r m u l a t i o n , i f t h e SSEM i t s e l f 
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i s v i e w e d a s t r a n s - f o r m a t i v e i n g o a l , ' m a g i c a l ' and e m p i r i c a l 

i n means, i n n o v a t i v e i n m o d e l , and u n i v e r s a l i s t i n s c o p e , 

t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e i s l i k e w i s e t r a n s - f o r m a t i v e i n g o a l , 

' m a g i c a l ' and e m p i r i c a l i n means, i n n o v a t i v e i n m o d e l , 

and u n i v e r s a l i s t i n s c o p e . T h e p o i n t s o-f d i s t i n c t i o n 

w o u l d , - f a l l on two o-f A b e r l e ' s v a r i a b l e s , what i s meant 

by " m a g i c a l and e m p i r i c a l " on t h e one hand, and t h e c o n c r e t e n e s s 

o-f t h e m o d e l e d e n d - s t a t e e n v i s i o n e d by t h e movements' 

a d h e r e n t s on t h e o t h e r . D i s c u s s i n g t h e p r o b l e m s o-f m agic 

and e m p i r i c i s m w o u l d t a k e u s t o o -far a f i e l d , b ut I must 

h e r e n o t e t h a t " b i n d i n g " demons w i t h i n i 1 1 o c u t i o n a r y f o r m u l a e 

and t h e d e r i v a t i o n o f e x p e r i m e n t a l s e n t e n c e s f r o m a s e m a n t i c 

complex a x i o m a t i c a l 1 y c o n c e i v e d , were two u s e s o f l a n g u a g e 

w h i c h were n o t i n c o n s i s t e n t , i n t e r m s o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n i t y . 

The model p r o p o u n d e d by t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , c o n c e i v e d 

w i t h i n t h e d e v e l o p m e n t a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s o f R o o s e v e l t ' s 

F o u r Freedoms and t h e i d e o l o g y o f s o c i a l g o s p e l i s m , r e p r e s e n t s 

a c o n c r e t i z a t i o n o f t h e m y s t i c a l l y e x p r e s s e d SSEM m o d e l . 

The r e s t o r a t i v e a s p e c t s o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , t h e r e t u r n 

t o a v i s i o n o f t h e p a s t c h a r a c t e r i z e d by m a s i n o a . an " e t h n i c 

p a r a d i s e " i n A b e r l e ' s t e r m s < i b i d . ; 3 1 9 ) . was e x p e r i e n c e d 

i n n o v a t i v e l y . T h e e a r l i e s t a n c e s t o r s were C h r i s t i a n s , 

and h e n c e , t h e r e d i s c o v e r y o f ' C h r i s t i a n Kastom' c o n s t i t u t e d 

an i n n o v a t i v e i d e a l b a s i s f o r p a g a n / C h r i s t i a n c o n f e d e r a t i o n . 
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E x a c t l y i n p a r a l l e l w i t h t h e A m e r i c a n d e v e l o p m e n t , t h e 

M a r c h i n g R u l e d o c t r i n e s r e s u l t e d f r o m e x t e n d i n g r e l i g i o u s 

d i s c o u r s e t o t h e s o c i o - p o l i t i c a l r e a l m . 

A s i d e f r o m t h e s e p o i n t s , t h e o n l y f e a t u r e w h i c h seems 

t o s e p a r a t e t h e SSEM and t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e i t s e l f i s t h e 

f o c u s o f i t s moral c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 

T h a t c o n f 1 i c t i s a r h e t o r i c a l medium and n o t s i m p l y 

a f o r m o f a c t i o n i s a w e l 1 - d e v e l o p e d c o n c e p t i n some c o n t e m p o r a r y 
93) 

r h e t o r i c a l t h e o r y . T h e s e t h e o r i s t s , a l o n g w i t h t h e 

s y m b o l i c i n t e r a c t i o n i s t s c h o o l o f s o c i o l o g y t y p i f i e d by 

Goffman, owe a g r e a t d e a l t o K e n n e t h B u r k e . C a t h c a r t , 

f o r one, v i e w s s o c i a l movements a s b e i n g o f two t y p e s 

o n l y . T h e f i r s t a r e movements marked by t h e i r m a n a o e r i a l  

r h e t o r i c . T h e i r l a n g u a g e - u s e , w h i l e p e r h a p s u r g i n g r e f o r m , 

i d e n t i f i e s them w i t h t h e i n s t i t u t i o n s o f t h e e x i s t i n g 

o r d e r and i t s b a s i c m o r a l r e c t i t u d e s . The s e c o n d t y p e 

o f movement, w h i c h embraces t h e SSEM v i s - a - v i s t h e pagan 

o r d e r and t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e v i s - a - v i s t h e c o l o n i a l o r d e r , 

i s marked by t h e r h e t o r i c o f m o r a l c o n f r o n t a t i o n . T h i s 

" r e j e c t s t h e s y s t e m , i t s h i e r a r c h y , i t s v a l u e s " < C a t h c a r t 

op c i t . ) and o p p o s e s a d i f f e r e n t m o r al o r d e r t o t h a t o f 

93 c f . R o b e r t S. C a t h c a r t (1986) "Movements: C o n f r o n t a t i o n 
a s R h e t o r i c a l Form." J_n B e r n a r d L. B r o c k and R o b e r t 
S c o t t ( e d s . ) . M e t h o d s o f R h e t o r i c a l C r i t i c i s m . 2nd 
E d i t i o n , D e t r o y : Nayne S t a t e U n i v e r s i t y P r e s s , pp. 
436-447; and, H a r r y A. B a i l e y , J r . <1969) " C o n f r o n t a t i o n 
a s an e x t e n s i o n o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n " i n Donn N. P a r s o n 
and W i l l A. L i n k u g e l ( e d s . ) , M i l i t a n c y and a n t i - c o m m u n i c a t i o n :  
P r o c e e d i n g s o f t h e S e c o n d A n n u a l Symposium on I s s u e s  
i n P u b l i c C o m m u n i c a t i o n . U n i v e r s i t y o f K a n s a s , L a w r e n c e , 
pp 11-26. 
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s t r u c t u r e d power r e l a t i o n s h i p s . 

A l l movements o-f r e v o l u t i o n a r y u p h e a v a l a r e marked 

by e f f o r t s t o b e g i n e v e r y t h i n g o v e r a g a i n on a new b a s i s 

o-f m o r a l l i v i n g . T h i s o c c u r s n o t o n l y i n t h e c o m p l e t e 

c o n v e r s i o n demanded by s u c h t r a n s - f o r m a t i o n a l m i s s i o n s 

a s t h e SSEM, and Kwato -for t h a t m a t t e r , but i s -found i n 

t h e g e n e r a l p a t t e r n o f t h e m i l l e n a r i a n movement. A s B u r r i d g e 

s t a t e s , 

S ymbols o f t h e o l d o r d e r a r e d e s t r o y e d , t h e r e i s 
a p e r i o d o f anomie, r i t u a l s o f r e b i r t h a r e e n a c t e d , 
s y m b o l s o f t h e n e w - o r d e r - t o - b e a r e d i s p l a y e d i n s p e c i f i c 
c o n t e x t s , t h e g a r m e n t s o f t h e new man a r e l a i d o u t 
<1985:228). 

A t l e a s t w i t h t h i s much, L i n c o l n a g r e e s : 

T h e e n t i r e h i s t o r y o f any r e v o l u t i o n a r y s t r u g g l e 
— d e m o n s t r a t i o n s , a g i t a t i o n s , d e b a t e , b a t t l e s , p u r g e s 
and t h e l i k e — can be i n t e r p r e t e d a s a s e r i e s o f 
i c o n o c l a s t i c r i t u a l s i n t e n d e d t o d i s m a n t l e t h e s y m b o l i c a l 
and i d e o l o g i c a l c o n s t r u c t s by w h i c h t h e dominant 
p a r t y i n t h e p a s t s o u g h t t o p e r p e t u a t e i t s r u l e ( 1 9 8 5 : 2 8 8 ) . 

T h e e n c o u n t e r between i n s t i t u t i o n a l s t r u c t u r e and a n t i - s t r u c t u r e 

i d e n t i f i e d by T u r n e r a s g e n e r a t i v e o f change i s t h u s one 

w h i c h i n i t i a t e s p r o c e s s e s o f s e m a n t i c d e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 

t h r o u g h a d i a c h r o n i c m i l l e n a r i a n p a t t e r n o f o l d r u l e s 

•* no r u l e s -» new r u l e s . 

l i m i n a l p e r i o d a p p e a r e d t o 

be n e c e s s a r y , i n t h e c a s e o f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e , f o r t h e 

94 c f . Kenelm B u r r i d g e ( 1 9 8 5 ) , "Mi 1 1 e n n i a l i s m s ic t h e 
R e c r e a t i o n o f H i s t o r y " i n . B r u c e L i n c o l n <ed.) Rel i o i o n .  
R e b e l l i o n . R e v o l u t i o n . M a c m i l l a n : London, p. 228-9; 
296-7. And, <1979) Someone. No One. P r i n c e t o n U n i v e r s i t y 
P r e s s , p.157,216-219. 
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i n i t i a t i o n o-f t h e p r o c e s s o f d e c o n s t r u c t i o n , b e c a u s e i n 

some v e r y c o n c r e t e s e n s e , t h e mamana o f e v e r y e x e g e s i s 

i s s u s t a i n e d o n l y u n t i l i t s e m p i r i c a l f a i l u r e becomes 

e v i d e n t . A f t e r t h e s u s p e n s i o n o f government a u t h o r i t y 

d u r i n g t h e months o f w a r f a r e , f o l l o w e d by t h e e s t a b l i s h m e n t 

o f t h e A m e r i c a n s t a g i n g b a s e , t h e mamana o f t h e s t a t i s t 

d i s c o u r s e was f i r m l y d i s c r e d i t e d . F a l l o w e s ' s i d e a s were 

no t i m m e d i a t e l y t a k e n up, i n d e e d , t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e l a i d 

i n i n c u b a t i o n f o r f o u r y e a r s b e f o r e a new i n d i g e n o u s l e a d e r s h i p 

began m e e t i n g w i t h government o f f i c e r s . 

T he i n n e r - w o r l d l y a s c e t i c , who d i s s e n t s f r o m t h e 

r o u t i n i z e d C h u r c h b e c a u s e o f t h e c o n t r a d i c t i o n s i n i t s 

t e a c h i n g s w i t h r e s p e c t t o h i s e x p e r i e n c e , s e e k s g u i d a n c e 

f r o m t h e f u n d a m e n t a l s o f b e l i e f and i n s t i t u t e s t h e H o l y 

S c r i p t u r e s a s t h e " n a t u r a l law" a c c o r d i n g t o w h i c h new 

m o r a l i t i e s a r e e n v i s i o n e d a s an a l t e r n a t i v e t o t h e o r g a n i c 

s o c i a l e t h i c . T h e B i b l e i s a t e x t u a l m a c h i n e d e s t r u c t i v e 

o f e v e r y b u r e a u c r a t i z e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n b r o u g h t t o e x p l a i n 
* *. t • 95) i t s t e a c h i n g s . 

Now, c o n f r o n t a t i o n a s a d i s c u r s i v e f o r m a t had a d e f i n i t e 

r o l e i n t h e s o c i a l d i a g n o s t i c s o f M a l a i t a n C h r i s t i a n s . 

95 c f . P a u l R i c o e u r <1978) " L i s t e n i n g t o t h e P a r a b l e s 
o f J e s u s . " C h a p t e r 15 i_n C h a r l e s E . Reagan and D a v i d 
S t e w a r t , < e d s . ) , The P h i l o s o p h y o f Pa u l R i c o e u r .  
an a n t h o l o g y o f h i s work. B e a c o n , B o s t o n . 
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I t was d i r e c t e d s o l e l y t o q u e s t i o n s o-f s i n . D i s p u t e s , 

d i s a g r e e m e n t s and g r i e v a n c e s w i t h i n t h e community on e v e r y 

o t h e r p o i n t were d e a l t w i t h t h r o u g h - f e l l o w s h i p and c o n f e s s i o n . 

But t h e C h r i s t i a n s d i r e c t l y c o n f r o n t e d s i n i n t h e pagan 

o r d e r , and i n t h e i r own c o m m u n i t i e s , i n no u n c e r t a i n t e r m s . 

T h i s was n o t t h e c o n f r o n t a t i o n o f man w i t h man, but o f 

one s y s t e m o f i n s t i t u t i o n a l o r d e r w i t h a n o t h e r . 

T h e SSEM t e a c h e r s c o u l d n e v e r c o n f r o n t t h e SSEM 

m i s s i o n a r i e s on t h e f u n d a m e n t a l b a s i s o f d o c t r i n e , b e c a u s e 

t h e y knew t h a t b o t h were i n v o l v e d i n p r e p a r i n g t h e B r i d e , 

and any f a i l u r e o f one was a f a i l u r e o f a l 1 i n t e r m s o f 

p r e s e r v i n g t h e communitas, a s r a t i o c i n a t e d i n t o ' f e l l o w s h i p ' . 

However, i n t h e l i m i n a l i t y o f w a r t i m e , t h e e x p e r i e n c e 

o f C h r i s t i a n i t y and t h e e x p e r i e n c e o f c o l o n i a l i s m w h i c h 

t h e SSEM u p h e l d by " r e s i s t i n g " b ut p e r h a p s n o t by " c o n f r o n t i n g " 

— i n l i g h t o f t h e d a t a p r e s e n t e d i n b o t h d i v i s i o n s o f 

t h e t h e s i s — was i n d e e d a c o n t r a d i c t i o n whose r e s o l u t i o n 

was f o r g e d by i d e n t i f y i n g t h e SSEM m i s s i o n a r i e s a s u p h o l d i n g , 

by n o t c o n f r o n t i n g , t h e w o r l d l y s i n f u l o r d e r . S i s i l i ' s 

M a n i f e s t o c o n s t i t u t e s t h e c l e a r e s t e v i d e n c e f o r t h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n . 

Nhen t h e m i s s i o n a r i e s r e t u r n e d f r o m w a r - t i m e a b s e n c e t o 

t h e i s l a n d , t h e p e o p l e r e f u s e d t h e i r l a n d i n g and w o u l d 

not even speak t o them ( L a r a c y 1983:114; and O ' R e i l l y 

1948). 
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Government a d v a n c e d a c a r g o c u l t e x p l i c a n s f o r t h e 

mi 1 1 e n a r i a n i s m o-f t h e M a r c h i n g R u l e o u t o-f i t s b u r e a u c r a t i c 

mode o f r e f e r r e n t i a l t e x t u a l i t y , i n o r d e r t o r e n d e r i n t o 

t h e f a c t i c i t y o f d o c u m e n t a r y r e a l i t y t h e e v e n t s w h i c h 

came t o be i n t e r p r e t e d a s an ' i r r a t i o n a l ' i f n o t h o s t i l e 

e f f o r t t o d i s r u p t i t s u n c o n t r a d i c t e d s e m a n t i c o r g a n i z a t i o n , 

i t s own b a s i c m o ral and p o l i t i c a l , h e n c e d e v e l o p m e n t a l , 

r e c t i t u d e . T h e C h r i s t i a n d i s c o u r s e had no p l a c e i n t h e 

d o c u m e n t a r y r e a l i t y b e c a u s e i t s m i l l e n i a l o b j e c t i v e s r e s t e d 

i n a t o t a l i s t i c c r i t i q u e o f e v e r y s t a t i s t d i s c o u r s e w h i c h 

r e s t s upon an o r g a n i c s o c i a l e t h i c , demanding s u b m i s s i o n 

o f b u r e a u c r a t i c ' r a t i o n a l i t y ' t o r e l i g i o u s ' i d e o l o g y ' . 

A s S m i t h h a s n o t e d , t h e c o d e s o f b u r e a u c r a t i c r e l e v a n c e 

a r e imposed f r o m h i g h e r t o lo w e r e c h e l o n s o f t h e o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

Men a t t h e l o w e s t l e v e l , DOs and v i l l a g e m i s s i o n a r i e s , 

have more d i r e c t i n t e r a c t i o n w i t h t h e " c l i e n t s " o f t h e 

b u r e a u c r a c y and t h e o p p o r t u n i t y t o d e v e l o p mutual i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s 

and t h e a b i l i t y t o ask new q u e s t i o n s , w h i c h , i n S m i t h ' s 

f o r m u l a t i o n , w o u l d t e n d t o u n d e r m i n e t h e b u r e a u c r a t i c 

e m p h a s i s on r e f e r r e n t i a l t e x t u a l i t y . T h u s R e v s . P a v a s e 

and F a l l o w e s , c a d e t Marquand, and DOs M a c q u a r i e and Bels h a w , 

a r e s e t o f f f r o m o t h e r m i s s i o n a r i e s and government p e r s o n n e l 

f o r t h e i r w i l l i n g n e s s t o q u e s t i o n t h e r e l e v a n c i e s o f t h e 

h i e r a r c h y and i n t h e i r r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e d e s i r a b i l i t y 



-30 1 -

and real p o s s i b i l i t y o-f indigenously- generated change. 

But there are other men whose moral i d e n t i f i c a t i o n s s trongly 

upheld the s t a t i s t d iscourse , and for whom es tab l i sh ing 

the Kingdom on earth was as much fantas t i c rubbish as 

ships f u l l of Cargo coming from the ancestors. Their 

views were shaped by the text production formats of a 

' r a t i o n a l ' bureaucratic p r a c t i c e , and perhaps as w e l l , 

by a personal indi f ference to, or even ac t ive bias against , 

the C h r i s t i a n f a i t h . 

The discourse between the Marching Rule and the government 

was almost always conducted on secular issues . The s t a t i s t 

model of d iscourse , contro l l ed by c o d i f i e d i n t e r p r e t i v e 

t r a d i t i o n s , i s by necessity r e f e r e n t i a l as i t seeks to 

match events as experienced to received codes. The opposing 

model of discourse i s one of semantic deconstruct ion, 

which occurs through a process of reasoning in which experience 

confronts the organic soc ia l e thic in accord with more 

or less r e l i a b l e h e u r i s t i c ru le s of i n q u i r y . 

Among the indigenous i n t e l l e c t u a l s ' primary aims 

from the beginning of the Marching Rule period were to 

engage Europeans in a moral rhe tor i c oriented to the nature 

and ob l iga t ions of a C h r i s t i a n l i f e . It was not the absence 

of sophi s t i ca ted p o l i t i c a l ambitions among the i s landers 

that led to the 'documentary r e a l i t y ' of the cargo cu l t 
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e x p l i c a n s d o m i n a t i n g c o n t e m p o r a r y and some s u b s e q u e n t 

a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l d i s c o u r s e on t h e movement, but i t s v e r y 

p r e s e n c e . D r i v e n by t h e - f u n d a m e n t a l i s t B i b l i c a l r a t i o c i n a t i o n s 

o-f t h e i n d i g e n o u s i n t e l l e c t u a l s , r e v e a l e d t h r o u g h t h i s 

e x a m i n a t i o n o-f t h e i n d i g e n o u s ' d o c u m e n t a r y r e a l i t y ' , t h e i r 

r h e t o r i c g e n e r a t e d a " - f a n t a s t i c p o l i t i c a l c r e e d . " I t 

j a r r e d t h e n e r v e s o-f t h o s e o-f l e s s -fervent - f a i t h , a s w e l l 

a s t h o s e , p e r h a p s , whose memory o-f B r i t i s h h i s t o r y c o n t a i n e d 

an o l d p o l i t i c a l a n x i e t y o v e r a p r e v i o u s c o n s t i t u t i o n a l 

c h a l l e n g e , wrought by a p r e v i o u s E n g l i s h g e n e r a t i o n o-f 

r a d i c a l P r o t e s t a n t s . 
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A p p e n d i c e s 
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A. M y t h s o f t h e B u l u C u l t s . C o l i n A l l a n <1974). X I . 

Some M a r c h i n g R u l e S t o r i e s . T he J o u r n a l o f P a c i f i c H i s t o r y . 

9:182-6. 
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XI SOME MARCHING RULE STORIES 
BETWEEN 1945 and 1953 the Government of the British Solomon Islands Protectorate 

was almost entirely occupied with the Marching R u l e movement which had its be

ginnings in Malaita during W o r l d W a r II. T h e character of the movement as well as 
similar cults has been extensively documented. 1 

Between 1950 and 1952 a close adviser for the government in dealing with the 

seemingly intractable problem of the Marching R u l e was David Dausabea of Angreba, 

Chief Headman of Kwara'ae. Dausabea, who had enjoyed a better education in mission 

schools than most Government headmen, was widely respected as a wise leader and 

patient negotiator. A t that time he was a well-preserved man of about 50 who had 

extensive family connexions throughout Kwara'ae and North Malaita. H e was widely -

respected by all sectors i n Malaita. H i s contacts throughout Kwara'ae were extensive 

and he could—albeit with some difficulty—make contacts with members of the Federal 

Council, which by the end of 1950 had taken over the mantle of the M a r c h i n g Rule 

'Chiefs', whose influence had waned. F o r the Administration on Malaita this had become 

all but impossible. 

In the course of endless talks, discussions and conferences with Dausabea, it one 

day emerged that for him, and indeed Kwara'ae, there was nothing new in the essential 

"character of the Marching Rule at grass roots. 2 It had all happened before. David 

Dausabea told stories of certain events in Kwara'ae many years previously which 

involved his forebears. T h e account of the B u l u , set out below, is word for...word as 

Dausabea told it. T h e idiom is his. N o one else was present when the tales were told. 

However, the existence of thesetaTes and the capacity of Dausabea to relate them was 

widely known among his colleagues. T h e stories were not checked since at the time 

they were simply incidental to the task of finding political solutions to the problems 

which the Marching Rule presented to the Government. " — " 

The Story of the Bulu (foolish spirit sent by Satan) 
THIS story is a new thing that has come to Malaita. It was not here many years ago. It is 

a story which is very hard for most men i n the Island to understand. I have two stories 

about the B u l u . T h e first one comes from the time when my father was a small boy. 

T h e second one is i n the time when I was a grown man. T h e first one started i n the i 

middle bush of Kwara'ae at two places called A u k i and Langa Langa. These are not 

1 See e.g. C o l i n H . A l l a n , ' T h e M a r c h i n g R u l e movement in the Brit ish S o l o m o n Islands 
Protectorate: an analytical survey', D i p . A n t h . thesis, University of C a m b r i d g e (Cambridge 
1950); H u g h M . L a r a c y , ' M a r c h i n g R u l e a n d the missions'. The Journal of Pacific History, VI i 
(1971), 96-114. 

2 F o r comparative material o n a N e w G u i n e a cult see R i c h a r d F . Salisbury, ' A n " i n 
digenous" N e w G u i n e a cult' , Kroeber Anthropological Society Papers, 18 (1958), 67-78. 



the two places called by these names today on the saltwater. It was started by an old 
woman named Ko'ogiri. This woman during the night and day sang all the time. When 
she sang she talked of her husband who had died many years before. When she sang, 
she would say /When will I see the face of my husband, soon he will come but not like 
a man dead: he will come as a man alive. If he comes and talks with me in my house, 
some other men who have died before will come too. If anyone who wants his mother 
and father, daughter and son alive like my husband, they should build me a good 
house. They must make me a Sisima (walls of plaited bamboo).' 

Now the news of this woman's song went to all the places in the bush. The people 
sent news far and wide that Ko'ogiri's song promised the people who had died would 
come back again, if those who lived built a good house. Soon it was known among the 
people that everyone who wanted to see their mother and father again need only build 
a good new house for this to happen. Plenty of people hearing this said, 'We must do 
this for Ko'ogiri and we will see our mothers and fathers and sons and daughters alive 
again. The work is nothing, we will see our loved ones.' Plenty of the people were happy 
to build the house—they were not frightened of the hard work that Ko'ogiri talked 
about. 

So all the people gathered at Ko'ogiri's place at Langa Langa and started to build 
her new house; Soon the work was done because everyone was eager to hurry it along. 
Then when the house was finished Ko'ogiri started singing again telling the people that 
they must make the tracks in the bush into good, wide and clear roads. 'No root, and 
no log and no weeds must stay in the road' sang Ko'ogiri. She sang that one road 
must go to the west from the house they had built. The second must go to the 
east. The third to the south. The fourth should go to the north. These four roads 
must join at the house which Ko'ogiri was now living in. Ko'ogiri sang that the 
people of the dead would come along these four roads and walk into her house. So 
sang Ko'ogiri at night—'They come ashore now—this night now they will reach this 
house'. 

The people were happy and certain that they would see their fathers and mothers 
that night. Then in the morning, they saw no one and Ko'ogiri started singing again. 
They will come tonight' she sang, 'but they came last night and the road was no good— 
there were too many roots in it and so they went back. You go and clean the road pro
perly so that they will not turn back.' And the people went down and took the empty 
shells of coconuts and scratched the roads all the way to where they finished. They 
came home and Ko'ogiri sang 'Tonight they will come but last night the road was not 
dean and so they did not come. All of you must go to your gardens and get good taros. 
Take them home and roast them on the fires. Then you must clean the taros and when 
they are cooked put them on the four places where the roads come out of the house. 
All your fathers from far place are hungry—they have come a long way—get plenty of 
taro and put it where the roads come out.' The people did all this. 

Then in the morning the people came and saw their taros still there in the same 
place—none had been taken away or eaten and they went to Ko'ogiri and asked 'Why 
has my father not come and eaten a little of my taro?' And Ko'ogiri said 'You have 
got to wait'. Then the people went home. 

Not long afterwards Ko'ogiri made a hole inside the room in her house where no one 
could go inside. She got some water and emptied it into the hole. The hole filled up 
with water. Ko'ogiri then sang 'Tell the people come back. Everyone who has died will 
come tonight. I am in this house now.' The people came and listened outside the house. 
Inside Ko'ogiri was moving the water with her hands. She sang 'Listen now—father has 
come now but you cannot see him. You cannot see him yet. All the fathers are in this 
room with me. You must go and get good taros and bring them come. Father does not 
like bad taro—bring ones he likes—bring Ainifato.' The people heard outside and 
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turned to every garden. Some were heard to say ' O h , I have no Aini fa to—it is better 
if you give me one for my father—you have plenty i n your garden'. A l l the people went 
and got the taros and they cooked them and i n the evening they came and gave them 
into the hands of Ko'ogir i . She received al l the taros; she ate some and threw many 
away-into the hole with the water inside. 

Early i n the morning, the people came and asked Ko'ogir i , ' D i d father eat the taro?— 
d i d he say it was good or bad?' Ko'ogiri said that father was very pleased with the taro. 
T h e people asked Ko'ogiri if they could see the bodies of their fathers then. She said that 
they must not press this strongly or else the fathers would be cross and would go back and 
al l the people would not see them. 

T h e n at that time, a great sickness came to the people and they started to die out. 
Ko'ogir i went "on singing but the people cried out that their children were dying and 
they could not go to listen to the words of Ko'ogir i . A t that time the people at Langa 
Langa a l l died. T h e people at A u k i died. Ko'ogir i died too. A n d now today no-one 
lives i n these two places. Plenty of people asked themselves why the tribes were d y i n g — 
they wondered what they had done. They thought they had been poisoned. Nothing was 
left. N o one-was left to believe i n Ko'ogiri . 

T h i s is the story of what happened when my father was a small boy "which must be 
over 80 years ago. T h i s is the first B u l u story. A l l that came after was much the same. 

T H E second B u l u began at a place called Aisisale i n the middle bush. T h e B u l u gave this 
name to the place. Aisisale means 'cranky tree'. T h e proper name of this place was 
Kilugnenga. T h e B u l u started i n the form of sorcery and was started by one man 
Buluanoasa and another man Niusuri . These- two names they_got from the B u l u but 
their proper names were Arsofai and Alabae. First of a l l one man brought some money 
(Island) to Buluanoasa to make some witchcraft. Buluanoasa took the money and 
divided i n two—he kept one half and left it close to his bed and the other half he 
gave back to the man. T h e n Buluanoasa spoke his devil 'and asked him to tell i n the 
night the reasons why this man's life was not happy. H e said that the man had brought 
money and that the devil must tell Buluanoasa and he would tell the man. Buluanoasa 
lay down to sleep and the man sat down to listen. W h e n all was quiet, the devil 
began to speak through the mouth of the B u l u . H e spoke about the man's business. 
H e said he must get some pigs and take them to the place where he worshipped his 
devils. T h e B u l u said that the man had not cared for his devils and that was why his 
affairs were going wrong. T h e man went and d i d what the B u l u told h i m . 

After he did this a l l went well with h im and he saw that his affairs were settled. T h e | 
B u l u spoke to Buluanoas.a_JT.onight cast away a l l the devils and I only w i l l be your 
master'. In the morning Buluanoasa told the people 'We w i l l go to the place where 
they worship the devil before'. They went. W h e n they got to the devil's place, Buluanoasa 
ran behind the devil's house. H e said to the people with h i m , ' A l l right, rouse h im this 
devil and come into the house'. Niusuri and some people broke the door and came 
into the devil house. They saw the head of the devil on the centre post. They took it 
down. T h e y upset water from a bamboo over the head of the devil . A t the same 
time Buluanoasa broke through from the rear of the house and saw what had been 
done and said 'This devil is finished. It cannot do anything now.' They left the devil 
and went outside and set fire to the house. T h e house burnt and the devil was burnt. 
T h e y went back to Aisisale. That night the B u l u came to Buluanoasa and Niusuri and 
said 'The power of the devil is finished. It can do nothing now. I w i l l save you and 
look after you i n trouble.' In the morning they thought of another devil at another 
place. It was the head devil of their l ine—Buluanoasa said 'Let us cast out this devil 
today'. They went to the place—it was not inside a house. It was a place of stones where 
they always worshipped. When they got to the place Buluanoasa talked to the B u l u . 'You 
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now can help me today. If you have no power, my head devil will kill me today." He 
cried out and went inside the tambu place. When he came out he brought a large 
stone from the place of the fire where they sacrificed to the devil. He threw the stone 
away. Then he went and took another stone from the place where they cooked the pig 
for sacrifice and threw it away. He took a Sango (a red bush held in the hand in 
dancing). He gave a piece to each man. One was given to Idomea and one he held. Bu-
luanoasa went first and Idomea behind. Then Buluanoasa hit one of the sacred stones 
with the bush and Idomea did the same after him. They went round every stone 
in the tambu place doing this. They tried to find a bone of the head devil but couldn't. 
The bones were under the ground. Buluanoasa called for water from Niusuri. Buluanoasa 
took the water and scattered it about in the tambu place. They turned for their 
village. As they left Niusuri lay on the ground and said he was close to death. Bulu
anoasa called to the Bulu to save Niusuri. As he spoke Niusuri got up and they went 
home. They did not reach their village—they stopped on the road. Buluanoasa fell 
down on the road and cried out, 'The Bulu has killed me—if you give me money I 
will live. If not I will die.' One man called Oinga brought money. When he got there 
Buluanoasa. got up and said he lived. He took the money and put it on two sticks stuck 
in the ground with a cross stick. At the same time they sang a song to the Bulu telling 
him thanks for the money. The Bulu said to leave the money and go home. They put 
two Sango on either side of the sticks. The Bulu said, 'Don't worry about the money. It 
will be safe and I will know if anyone comes to steal it. We will go home and after five 
days we will come to see the money.' Five days later they returned. The money wasn't 
there. Some people said, 'All right Bulu who has stolen the money?' Buluanoasa and 
Niusuri smelt the air all about and looked on other roads. They covered their faces and 
eyes with lime and turned to another road and said, 'The man who took the money 
followed this road'. They followed it and went through the scrub and found nothing. 
The people asked where the money was. 'The Bulu will tell us soon' they said. The 
people said we will see whether the Bulu is true. Bulu said to Niusuri, 'Take a post 
from the bush". They did and came to Aisisale village. Then Niusuri carved owl-bird 
from wood and put it on top of the post. Niusuri told the people to look to the bird 
for six days. On the sixth day they must take plenty of taro and cook it. A piece was 
placed at the entrance to all the roads. They covered the ground with leaves which had 
cooked the taro. Niusuri said, 'We will look to the bird all night and in the morning 
the Bulu will bring plenty of different moneys including English money, rifles, cart
ridges, etc. In the morning something like the bird will bring all the money. You will 
see that all our fathers and mothers and brothers and sisters will come along these 
roads where the food is laid out.' All night the people looked at the carved bird. Nothing 
was" seen—the people asked 'Where are the dead. The taro is there. Where are the rifles 
and the English money and the island moneys?' The Bulu told them to" build a house for 
all the things that were to come and for the dead. They did this. TherTthe Bulu told 
them to put the bones of two dead men in baskets and hang them in the house. The 
Bulu said that the dead would come out from these bones. 

Buluanoasa and Niusuri went into the house which had been built for the things the 
Bulu promised. People cried out for the money, the dead and the rifles. They said 
nothing. Niusuri said, 'If you give me one girl then all your Head fathers will come— 
lots of money and rifles and this house will be full'. They gave him the girl. He paid 
the father money. The people looked and there was nothing. 

The Bulu told Buluanoasa and Niusuri to tell the people to go to the sea coast and 
build lots of canoes. So they went to the coast and came to Fou'oo. .First they made a 
feast for all the people to gather. They danced and sang. They sang, 'We have come 
to this place to do the work the Bulu tells us to do. We stop to help our people, and 
make a long wharf into the sea." They built the long wharf into the sea. Then they 



built the eight canoes. When they were finished after three months they cut lots of 
firewood and put in houses. The firewood was to cook the porpoises. The Bulu said 
when all was ready, tomorrow is the day for the fishing. In the morning four men 
were chosen for each canoe. Then Niusuri talked 'Today is the day to catch the fish to 
bring back to this place'. They went out in the eight canoes far behind Leili (Nona-
sila) turned for Gwairago and found nothing. They turned to Fokunakafu but no 
fish. They were tired and turned for home. Niusuri said, 'Something is wrong we have 
not found the fish'. Niusuri said, 'We must take the coconut water and break it over the 
canoes' and sang out to Bulu, 'You hear us now today. What is wrong with you? Tell us 
why there are no fish.' The Bulu answered—'Tomorrow, you must go out and catch the 
fish'. Three days they tried and failed. They went back to Fou'oo, left the canoes and 
returned to Aisasale village. Then the people started to mock the Bulu. The people 
forsook the Bulu. The people said the Bulu is a liar. The people left the Bulu, and 
started to die out from sickness. Later Niusuri's wife bore a child and Niusuri took the 
placenta and made a hole in a stone and put it inside. He took it to his house. He said 
to the people, 'By and by another child will come from this thing I have put in the 
stone'. The stone was in the house and then Buluanoasa died. Not long after again 
Niusuri died. Then the people took the stone and threw it to the water. The people 
then became Christians and the Church of England teacher came to Aisasale. 

COLIN H . A L L A N 
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B. T h e M a r c h i n o R u l e M a n i f e s t o . A r i e l S i s i l i , 1949. ( P u b l i c 
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THE. SETTLEMENT'OF BRITISH GCVT PROTECTORATE IN SCLCKOW ISLAND 
; 52 YEARS ACC NO TLAN MADE FOR NATIVE BENEFIT. 
'.: AIJE-. ALL WAS MADE, FCfi EXPLOITATION •"; • 

^f!*;.EXJECTAflCTI OF NATIVES WAS FOR..Ai FAIR AND BETTER LIVING * 

, p- 1:; .. t • l l a l a l t a C o m p l a i n t s 
1 » O u r tax monoy f o r over 16 years 
2. ComDesation money 
3. y k • C o u r t f i n e s . 
4». . L o c a l C o u r t money 1941-1946 
5« . , ; L o y a l t o Govt, e o r v i o o s — r i s k many. 
6.-V- P l a n t a t i o n s — low wages — p o r r f o o d - i l l t r e a t m e n t . 

No, Govt, or m e d i c a l s c h o o l s - no n a t i v e member i n Government C o u n s e l 

Japa a r r i v e ' - War i n Solomon. 
No B r i t i s h army e t c , e t c , defended - Government gave up Solomon I s l a n d 

-'!';• w a r d u t i e s taken up and attended t o be f r e e c o u n t r y whom we-expooted n o t . 
9» V, L a u l a a l and Foodo bombed without any guidance 

• 10. : '. Govt, c a l l e d M a l a i t a people t o J o i n C S a r - low 
and i l l - t r e a t m e n t 

, . .• No p r o v i s i o n or supply Tor f a m i l i e s 
11.; -The r e a s o n why M a l a i t a worked ICE. 1944-1947, a f t e r war 

A t Govt. Presence 
C o l l e c t e d money f o r whatever the peoples c o n c e r n s . 
£ 1 2 . 0 . 0 . s t r i k e as our wages •'' * 
N i n e - c h i e v e s chosen by p e o p l e - to h e l p our p e o p l e 

; Our Alaha o'ous s e t up i n t h e i r l i v i n g 
. Freedom ; w i t h f a i r and e q u n l i t y - v . i t h o u t h i n d r a n c e o f any good, t h i n g 
Ileavy e x p e n d i t u r e i n foods-meata-monoy-, p e o p l e s p r o p e r t i e s 
A n y t h i n g Ih.at caused q u a r r e l l i n g or a s t i r e d the people we hand' 
b e f o r e the Government - . 

. l>l« i'l» a r r e s t e d 1947-1949 '. 
.Nine men with a s s i s t a n c e a r r e s t e d and charged f o r s e d i t i o n s '"' 
meetings. Unlawful S o c i e t y ' . • ' 

-...Si Sentenced t o 6 years - no a s s e s s o r s i n t r i a l s 
9"vj: P e o p l e a r r e s t - hard treatment, sentenced v.ithout t r i a l i n C o u r t 
1 0 . S t a v i n g f o r o u r - f a m i l i o n , \ • , 
11. t..,Govt send army, worships, a i r c r a f t , eubmarino - t e r r i f y people ; 
12. ' Covt c l a i m s l i n l a i t a g u i l t y . \ . 
13..' X Nine men ask f o r n l e g a l " A d v i s o r " to see i n t o matters - o f f e r 

: £ 4 0 0 0 : Govt o b j e c t s . ' • " ' * 
14. '" The aura was p r e s e n t e d t o . t h e Govt f o r f a i r and peace - o b j e c t e d 
1 5 • • T r i a l and a r r o s t i i i f c o n t i n u e d f o r t/.o years 
l6* , ,,The n a t i v e s Govt liepdraan p .nys money to Oovt t o p u n i s h our ,-eople. 
17« i -Settlement on Unlu'u, N o r t h l i a l a i t n fs by f o r c e . Our aims are t h a t 
; .... r.our i s l a n d , people, customs, l i v i n g , p r o p e r t i e s , and C o u n c i l be 
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*•«"«' "•" ': The A r t i c a l e K a l ' i i t a g i r i k e Per *' " ' " 

' Our i s l a n d i i ' our, ground, at ODD, m l i w r s l u , * t r o e s , r i v e r s ^ u t r earns, 
J beaches', and e»a:r.ps, b i r d , h e o s t j s h e l l s , r e e f s , f i s h e s . " ' ""' 

2.11 Cur people our men, t often, boys, g i r l e , b oth young-' and b i d . '" ";"_' 
Cor l i v i n g n a t i v e ' r*ce-eustom-lnhgu , ,ge d i a l e c t e t c :;: "''••"'•' 

•4 i '•'Cur -«hieve.4-»n.;! our eouno.il o f Mis p e c p l s by the people f o r " the people 
TA. 'During'the " n c l e n t daya' of the p-at r t t h "11 our ' f o r e f at hers t h e r e vrfta '' 
!-<W> • «lw«y.V n man i n p o s i t i o n , ' A r u l e r V : « d of th-? ' t r t b i s who h e l d the "'" 
-•• r-'i -••'• a u t h o r i t y !ef ndvjtaor -od guide c o n c e r n i n g the m t l v e ' l o c a l laws and 
'• • !• ' cus l.oms. • : ' • 1 ' ! ' ;. 
' B . M;:At p r e s e n t ne q u i t e r e a l i s e d d l n i . i n y t . l y s i n c e tlie white m a n ' a r r i v a l 
'•h ;'our cuotom l " t s h i v e heen and are bo.'.ny d i s t u r b e d ' A n d u p s e t - s h a t t e r e d 

'.••••• a n d disobeyed v'trv miiih ' , . ... 
••C»e 'Therefore *« -ire a f r a i d c f gotrig tt>«» f u r in f u t u r e by foreign-ens who 
!«.'.. fc»y ba brought i n by the B i l v Govt, and r e s u l t tri l o s i n g n i l 'the above 
•: • '«•-*things -ithioh belongs t o ' u s . ' *' ' ' 
*D.V n-'Aa we -have a«u-ld.er«id mid .dioodvore.d the e t a t o of t h i n g s r e ' d e c i d e 
>- ••«•> t h a t we must have our 'Head' r e p l a c e d to bo ag a i n i n l i l a p o s i t i o n and 
);•. .'to c a r r y on h i s du t y . ''' 
'"E. :.r Anybody can bo ac!rnittr:d by him an 1 our 'lounot 1' w i t h the p o o p l e -
•" r. '•and- a n y t h i n g n o t f s t r rrasat be avoided . . . . . 
•V Govt K i n m d n n ; d o c t o r s , 1 1 m t n 1,1 cn o t c «jtc, we V l k d - b u t rtritnt- n o t grab 

o r talio by f o r c e »ny f f or.r poauesslona ( b o l o n i n g ) ' ' 
G; : i . Vfhi toman many brought o duo at. ton - v.e nrn tho } «>id (ground) your own 
> '••>.,- ' '-the money ( c o i n ) vrj K a v c - I r : n c n . Y e n V. •<,••!:' ..:':d.i»«X t r o a t r a e n f 
V',. •" wo 'aro '• the doc <? a s e t t "arid o v r t r y t M n g nru- !.«' <tt<sl.angd- o r •'payment 
•," ;<• by'whatever thu:t:- :work hii»h or low. • • • • - ''.•' 
!H»- i 'vffothtaft i i i tho wo r l d • o u l i i l< f«ir I..' ir-'... »<>fit li.'oid.id and c a r e l e c a , 
.'•*• '• robbery tovards Urn cppo.lt! 9 s i t e . ' ' "'" ' 

:': "Cod h'.'S g i v e n t o ,-.• v.ir- peo,.1e knofflud . n i t o o b i r e , >ind pass i t on t o ' ' 
i . V . t h e -poor " i v ! needy p o d p l d - t i t i l V thoy wti-ifc 1j.,/e * !i<itr l o c a l t l o A d : i . 

'•' '< A l t l i o u g h the no i s l a n d "vn v e r y r'm"11 r t h i - ' "'»< v.l'' t V,<j i n ,-nr 
• n a t l v o r.iind "to'.i-i:'d my nr.\in ',ry ?.ho '. ^ i t ! i ino-viy '-rrstefulo hflarte 

"• r'"'.towards us "nd v.-l r.h f.o n l v - i i i v ; 'i';, L l ' v '. '- * 
K . ' 1 V!o bound to t'.a.e. our c >.ii " Hcnd1' . > f 1'. i' p . ' ^ , . j i : i. 'i i i tjco«1j lUut.)" a l i l l " 

,,.(i.n>f«,"»r« ' f o r e t g n i Tlmru • thoughtr n p i alivays to U t e l r p e o p l e s t o e n l a r g e d 
' !••*.";' the community of t h o l r c o u n t r y . '' '" •' ' • •• 
..... . . . . . . . 

'.v rf* CUT own fro-jdotwi ati-l E<:ui 1 t y , <..-i i n i l l tho r->*ld a t r i l c - j f o r , 
Think Ood, •.vhoornr w i l l l i e . i l i l o ti-s Iwhr n i j g i v e not h o l d back 

• '•'••'" • • • •'. • ••• 

T t o wav thoy t r o a t U J i n tli<; .'?olotnoii T i i l - n d • "•• 
• • ' o i n c o th'i white p~o,>l.e nnH D.1". Govt . - i r r l / c l " r d n o t t l e d i n the 3.1. 
we'vn the n a t i v e ron.lt and nn.l have n o t i c e d io a irro« t di :< t i n o t i o n bettieen ••' 
them- and u s \ 
They have never-Hhov/n any s i g n of r e a l f r i o n d u h i po, I.fivcj Love, n o t sympathy, 
t h e r e f o r e i t i s q u i t e -obvioue t h . i t f.h»ro v i l l n ovcr lis nny n.-junH t y b^t.-con ' 
them and our colom-ed r<%<•>•), what.ov.ir i n t l i e . fu'.ut vi I W t i n wltat. -.TC c e r t a i n l y 
predict.-,-; ; • • . • 

1. • They check, bushy, biul'T, I'ob uo nnd don't o"?c - h - r d v-crk as f o r 
t h e i r own b e n e f i t s , t r e a t us l i k e d f i w . 
.-2.J-- They.. gave u:i no'time t o c l e a n o u r . i e l v i : ; e v f r y day . • . 
J B e l l rnnft d u r i n g dark hourp c f i w m i )if \u ciii.ir.uitic.a to work ev>Jh".wi '• ' " 
r a i n y dny3.' • 

v S e v e r a l overseer;), a r h i tom"n ri th " fcv. m i i v d s I n c l u d e d i t haw boon 
fcnowy on many ooca s i o n s f o r t lw i d i i i c t»pr.«'icr to l.r. mrAir.tcd on a h o r s e ' o 
bsok-.»'i t h loaded r i f l e or )-«/voive incUdi.n> •> ;''e.:l, v.I-i'p »»id deg accompanying. 
4. Thoy can whip, k i c k , ! i i t. --nd r,oi-.d the dt^rt W b i '• am- ''oar any n a t i v e 
who may be week or t i r o d t -k tr-R a. '.! !•! l e ::pc ! . i • v; .j .•••>. .viol; i n h i s 
body mid complaint:) th.-.t. n • ' .i'.'j lo d not. done \U: .or!, r„t l;c . i i : l i f : d , w i t h 
c u r i t i t u ; and ewearing; or «>VBH I f '}.'; i i ' d h e lecr. ,'''"J.'':r from r a i n d u r i n g 
working h o u r s , Ko oyKpntby shewn. 

So. 
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r' 

5», , There waa no proper house b u i l t for the native l i v i n g and comfort, very 
poor and obeapeirt food possible, a l l were i n the very limited way or oanting 
f o r health; everything- ha a always been hard going-for he benefit of, the 
exp l o i t e r , - T . . . . • 
6. We b i o * for aurety and we have quite r e a l i s e d as a Batter of faot that 
there was no hope at a l l or ever f o r our benefit and advancement, we have 
been used aa besets of burden or engines for work. We groan and moan sigh and 
ory with many a tear as fatherless ohildren so wo have no f a t h e r whatsoever. 
7» Wei,are never allowed i n t h e i r houses - never to est or drink out of t h e i r 
oupa or plate a etc., never to s i t on the i r chairs — not even thoae of u s who 
were advanoed and educated and were above the standard of the majority, J 
6. I f i t happened a oaae waa raised between Native snd White i t mostly f e l l 
on the native aide to bo the g u i l t y party and punished with imprisonment. 
9» We have never had the Whitoman's boat or over taught or shown anything 
above the ordinary. These has alwaya boon a holding baok from the native i n 
case be may see his position. 
Ifi, Let our ory M o u r n i n g and groaning come openly before the f0??^ m& 
before the f i l l e r * and kings of the Earth, before wise aouniels and before * 
any people who knows our God, Creator.of Heaven and Berth, who with hi« 
i s no reapootor of persons. '•* '-'•* 
11.- Sear, p e o p l e s the Scripture* (Cod word) say* man-was orested equal-'. J^V-vi*-. 
There l a . only one true god, one Creator, one Father, one Lawgiver, on»•' -«•-
Son Jesus C h r i s t our Saviour, one globe i n which we a l l l i v e upon. ' H e ' • .«"• 
shared His love toward a l l "mankind equally". Whatever the colour or r a c e 
creed or r e l i g i o n . We h a d " a l l " our inheritance and rights from him. I t i s 
plain*7,.:*ritt«w i n His holy word "Kemove" not the anoient landmark neither 
rob the poor of ,the earth. > ' 
12», <-' The Law i n the Solomons ialanda aeems to be two di f f e r e n t kinds ' 
one for.the white raoe, the other f o r the natives, also t he treataent, they aare 
for the worK rather than for man. . . i-. 
13. 1 In the past days i f a white man wanted to aottle or plant a plantation or 
any land, he never t r i e d to fin d the r i g h t f u l owner and his relations of the 
land to purchase from him. I f he happened to fin d any who only claimed him
s e l f to be the owner then the agreement waa made between the two for the payment 
made. But we have s t i l l i n memory many stretohee of land that waa gained by 
the White from the natives, that has no f a i r or proper payment Ivis) "Some gave 
the natives a oaae of "Twist" tobaooo, and very .faint quantity of European i -; 
foods or oheap materials, eto. ' '•' 
Therefore now a days there i s much disporting and d i v i s i o n among natives on 
account of land and grounds beoauas i f ono party of nativea aeo some other •".••>• -
party of the same e no ours (rod by the white people to st a r t business suoh as ' 
trade store, for money, copra, ivory nuts, sh e l l s then gramb lings and dispertinga 
arises, whi oh have caused many Court oases. One oan safely say that even 'the 
Govt o f f i o i a l found i t very d i f f e r e n t to settle such oases more than once * n • 
we heard, the Govt mention that he must hold a l l grounds from the natives. 
This statement therefore haa effeoted the natives of the whole island and we 
moved with the feeling of fear as to the ooming future daya. • ' 
14. ,.„ Eight round the Island the Govt waa authorised his^He^Han to got houses , , 
b u i l t known aa Tax houses. TheBe were used for court purposes and for the 
c o l l e c t i n g taxea. This haa upset the peoples ground quo a t i on the buildings the 
materials used, the labour the time spent. The price of land i s never paid f o r 
i n any way neither does belongs to any headman. I f ever there i s complaints 
about t h i s the natives are threatened of imprisonment. Tat deep-deep down 
in the heart of the natives i a the complaint of that the Govt, has not been f a i r 
i n t h e i r eyea. 
15» 'The Hainan force the people to build these houaea, got their own 
materials and bring them f o r building and bring t h e i r own foods. Sometimes 
t h i s job las t s for a whole week. I f any person i s sick or absent i t must be 
reported,, i f not he i s fined by the Headman ''-.> ••..•'< 
As we saw that these waa extremely very l i t t l e to our benefit. 
They gathered the best for the labouring - our minds wore made up as there waa 
no use .of working at these, so we l e f t o f f . ''V 

m 



3J-MARCHING BULB DOCUMENT ICont) 
A"PI IC • •• • - rv 
l 6 . However, after a l l thia we w i l l not forgot, and i a to thank the Govti : 

isforj^'Xaw.things we recommend that haa been done f o r us. 

V X " ^ ^ l Christian Boligion" whioh haa been a l i f t ved f o r us and the 
L r.F T |r>H;''Holy Bible Teaohinga. That has educated ns and taught ua to know 
H A N D ' I '\ G o d > A b o u * him and Ilia r i g h t ways. 

:..2nd... They haa power authority to las son the crimes committed 
.srE>.:'.AL murder and robbery etc i n this i s l a n d . 

INS TrUSrdlCNThe l i t t l e b i t of medical attondnce and treatment (considering) 
we have had during the timoe we were working for them. But no 
hospital b u i l t for treating persons i n or near to our homes or 
vill a g e s or d i s t r i c t s . 

. ; ••• • (iv) ;• • • . . • ; , ,

v / \ - . * > i i - f - > 

! ~ ~ WAR ARRIVES Df SOLCMCW ISLANDS. ' ' '" '• 
, . ' * • " . ' ' v • • :•"•^••'•••••^ 

1.! When the U.S. a r r i r H and landed i n S o l . l a . i n 1942 the Japs had 
already arrived previously and had sett l e d i n several parts on dif f e r e n t i s l a n d s . 
There was no strong army navy no a i r force prepared to r e s i s t the advancing 
enemy, saving a very feeble army known at the time *aa Defence Force t r a i n i n g at 
Tulagi a composition of some Europeans Chinese and Solomon Island natives. 
Also at Tanaboko Gavutu wo saw a few of the Australian army a i r force who wore 
s e t t i n g there.-; But when'the anemy came thoy a l l evacuated. There was no 
B r i t i s h white walking or l i v i n g openly. Almost' a l l saving a few had been 
evacuated from .the island.- Previous to this we believed wo would be s a f e l y , 

^protected and safe-guarded by them But since wo witnessed a l l these happenfin^5 
i; a l l , the natives hopes u t t e r l y gone, and a l l what we expected was the f a c t of 

f a l l i n g i nto tbie hands of the enemy to be the slaves to them. Much more we 
ti heard from the [broadcast that the S o l . Is waa given up on aooount of no help 
being available from them. ' 

C'Z.' At l a s t a new dawn breaks upon the Solomon Is. The U.S.A. Navy 
" Army A i r force arrives and bravely plunges into war againat the advancing enemy 

event Ually beat, and drives thorn baok from the ground. Whioh aa a r e s u l t 
haa freed us from our fears, our hearts buret forth every day, and gratitude i n 
exeeas from men women snd ohildren both young and old groat and small to God and 
to that Country who with grace and mercy of God, and their hearts of sympathy 
guided by thora.,to safe us poor and helpleaa people of these islands. Ever before 
they oarae here' true love we've never known or even had wo any dealings one with . 
the other. The Aaerloans and us were quite strangers one to another, we even ' 
have never worked for these i n the past but wo can about three years America* 
waa i n the S o l . Is during the war. We never known nor over did wo realised be
fore they cnme hero tho true lovo and friendship mentioned i n the bible and 
ignorant peoples to beoomo better as one ahould aay, that a l l men wore oreated 
equal and that man l a a t r a i n i t y conaiating of both s p i r i t aoul and body and 
that from common sense man can distinguish without being educated what was true 
r i g h t and not r i g h t and not right f a i r and not f a i r . ' " •* 
3. So as i t has been mentioned a new l i g h t has drwned on ua i n ,the S o l . I s . 
We never recognised that t h i s people oamo and manifested a l l sympathy and loffe 
as waa raffered to by our Lord i s the Holy Scriptures saying. 

^reater love hath no man than thia that a man lay down his l i f e for hie 
friends • j , 

4. a ) The f i r s t thing thoy asid thoy gave t h e i r l i v e s 
b) They share what they have. 
o) They show their mind of sympathy to one and a l l 
. d) They can s a t i s f y any and every man and make a f a i r dealing with a l l 

side and the opposite 
e) They had tho greatest heart for giving and when thoy saw the poornoao 

or poverty of these isls.ids, they were touched with feelings deep' 
i n t o the innermost of t h e i r hearts and they did do things that coat 
them eta eto. 

Not to love i n thought nor i n words but i n deed and i n truth. 
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V. 

B u t t h a h i r e l i n g e e e t h the w o l f coming, l e s v e t h the aheap and f l e e t h 
beoauae t h e y are n o t h i e own" 

5» Tha R a t i v e a are happy t o hear the sounds o f U.S. Even i n war they 
a r e w i l l i n g t o share w i t h them. Whatever happens 'A f r i e n d s t i c k e t h c l o s e g 
t h a n a b r o t h e r " 
6. D u r i n g the war the B r i t i s h used the n a t i v e s t o g e t s u p p l i e s f r o m t h e 
Americana f o r them and we were cjuite happy t o h e l p b o t h s i d e s . 
7* Not l o n g a f t e r the war many B r i t i s h e r s have r e t u r n e d end b e g i n to s e t t l e 
down once more i n the Solomon I s . S i n c e then new laws ihns been s e t up and 
s e n t f o r t h among ua t o brenk o f f a communionehip o f war days "No n a t i v e s a r e 
t o be i n any. f r i e n d s h i p w i t h Americans" Many boys ( N a t i v e s ) have been imprisoned! 
f o r t h a t r e a s o n . S i n c e t h e n -fcatives have r e p e a t e d l y been t h r e a t e n e d n o t t o 
be n e a r them. Ohi What a sad sound s t o r y o f f r i e d s h i p i n the war tiWea, o f 
o u r l a s t b r e a t h now t o a c t as an enemy, t o t u r n our backs toward them when i v e r 
we see them pass never t o go n e a r them or v i s i t them any more a t t h e i r camps. 
The man who saved our p e o p l e and s e t us h a p p i l y back t o our p o s s e s s i o n s , 
r e s t o r e d us t o our day and s i n g i n g 
8 . Then the l a s t ' s a d t h i n g we'd l i k e t o say b e f o r e we oonoluda i s t h a t 
a l m o s t e v e r y t h i n g i n m a t e r i a l s the n a t i v e s p o t from Americans d u r i n g war 
t i m e s i n exchange or payment f o r the t h i n g s they workod or made aa s o u v e n i r s aa 
wa,r c l u b s i n l a i d w a l k i n g s t i c k s o r p l a t t e d g r a s s e k i r t s eto eto e i t h e r were 
b u r n e d up by B r i t i s h O f f i c i a l s or took awny f o r themselves any good t h i n g s 
as t h e y p l e a s e d , c u t down t h e i r boxes. (Used ss t r s n k a , i n case t h e y t o o k ' t o o 
much'away w i t h them. 
The wages p a i d by America f o r N a t i v e s l a b o u r d u r i n g war-times the B r i t i s h ' 
Covemment h e l d f o r t h e m s e l v e s . 
9. Dear B r o t h e r s "We f e a r God* we n a t i v e s of these i s l a n d s are s e e k i n g 
a f t e r the t r u t h , and t o know and prove where the I r u t h l i e s , and whore s h a l l ; 
wo can be a b l e t o f i n d tha r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f God. As the b l e s s e d h o l y word 
o f our L o r d s a i d . 'Ye s h a l l know the T r u t h and the T r u t h s h a l l make you f r e e . * 
10. The K i n d o f Law the B.F. Govt s o t f o r N a t i v e s i n the Solomon I s . 
wo oont u n d e r s t a n d o r even x l e a r e d i n our minds. I f n a t i v e a wants t o l a b o u r 
f o r the American, t h e . B r i t i a h must pay the n a t i v e s w i t h t h e i r own money. 
No n a t i v e must have American d o l l a r s , a g a i n s t law. So e v e r y l a b o u r America 
has been ueed down here always have t h e i r payment o f B r i t i s h say a pound o r , 
two p e r month n o t more than t h t » . And wo sure t h a t the money the American 
g i v e s t h e y h o l d baok and h o l d f o r themselves. 

T hoy t r i e s t o bound us f r o m our HthBDQMS. 
T h e r e f o r e we must PEEK. -

B u t we must t o be FREE 
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