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ABSTRACT

This study concerns the Gujaratis of Fiji who comprise an important
trading community within the large Indian population but who have not
received extensive attention from schoiars. It covers a time-span of forty-
five years, from the beginning of this century to the end of World War II,
During this period, which characterizes the crucial formative phase of their
settlement in Fiji, Gujaratis belonging to various castes and from diverse
backgrounds came to Fiji where they gradually became a noticeable and
important trader element within the predominantly agricultural Indian
population, In the process, they also acquired a negative image which is
comparable to that of the dukawalla (shopkeeper) in Africa.

Although other Indians were already residing in FiJji since 1879, as
indentured laborers or as descendants of these laborers, Gujaratl contacts
with Fiji began after 1900, Lack of sea routes between Western-fndia and
Fiji, and the prohibition of recruitment of laborers for Fiji in Boﬁbay
Presidency, provided little incentive for travel between the two areas:
Moreover, Gujaratis who wished to travel to Fiji could only do so through
the two sanctioned emigration ports; Calcutta and Madras, Rathér than
venture:..into. an unknown area, most Gujarati immigrants went to Bast Africa
where mercantile communities originating from Western India were long
established, Fiji simply did not offer lucrative prospects until isolated
groups from Gujarat proved the contrary.

What caused Gujarati migration to Fiji? First of all, groups which
found little fame and fortune in Africa began to turn to opportunities in
other countries. Secondly, deteriorating conditions in Gujarat in the early
twentieth century caused population movements to other parts of India and
abroad. Failure of the monsoons, famines, reduction of landholdings among

families, and the subsequent drop in agricultural productivity merely
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hastened the process, Thirdly, as opportunities in urban centers,
especially Bombay, became limited, more and more Gujaratis left India in
search of opportunity to supplement meager resources at home. Fourthly,
British colonial territories which contained powerful white communities soon
began to restrict the entry of Indians which initiated the push toward new
frontiers such as Fiji, By contrast, Fiji welcomed 'free' immigrants because
of the skills which they introduced; it maintained an open door policy
toward this category of migrants until 1930.

Gujarati penetration into Fiji was part of the movement of 'free;
immigrants into the colony. The other two types of 'free' immigrants were
Punjabis and 'returnees' (ex-indentured Indians who returned to Fiji after
having. been repatriated to India). Gujaratis came mainly to ply skills which
they acquired in their homeland., Until 1920 isolated caste groupings carved
out a particular area of operations in which they effectively utilized
traditional caste skills. Most immigrants came for a stay of two years after
which they had hoped to return to their homeland. However, this period was
too short fior the accumulation..of. large savings. The more important phase of
Gujarati migration to Fiji took place after 1920, The breakdown of Fiji's
isolation from the rest of thé‘world in the 1920s and the extension of sea
routes between Fiji énd India facilitated movement between Gujarat and Fiji,
The survival of the sugar industry and developing needs.in the agricultural
sugar belt of Fiji where the majority of Indians were residing opened new
avenues for Gujaratis who had the aptitude to move with ease into entrepre-
neurial roles, Thelr tenacity in trade and commerce became more noticeable
during the depression years when the arrival of more Gujarati immigrants
made it difficult for local Indians to enter that sphere of activity.
Consequently, in the 1930s, attitudes toward the unrestricted entry of
Gujaratis changed in favor of stringent immigration controls.

In the final analysis, the Gujarati immigrants introduced a different



iv
lifestyle and successfully maintained it, They also had the necessary
expertise, the organizational know-how, and a considerable degree of group
solidarity to assume roles which other Indians were incapable of doing.
Though they did not adhere rigidly to the hierarchical social structure of
their homeland, these immigrants were still linked to their respective
Jati nuclei in Gujarat through caste ideology and caste behavior. However,
occupational specialization, based on the notion of pollution and purity,
had little relevance in Fiji. A wide range of .opportunities was avallable
to all immigrants. Gujaratis settled mainly in urban areas because of
their commercial orientation, and where their activities had the maximum
potential for success, Thelr social life was built around the shop rather
than around caste and religion, but the introduction of families in the
1930s obliged them to pay closer attention to the needs of the household,
especially in the matter of religion. In effect, Gujaratis continued to
exist as a marginal group within the Indian community; until 1945 they
remained beyond the mainstream of Indian cultural, social, and political

life in Fiji.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

The movement of Indians to other parts of the world antedates the
establishment of any government-regulated emigration scheme, Trade provided
the first impetus to this migration beyond India., The existence of a maritime
and commercial connection between the western Indian seaboard and the southern
coastal regions of East Africa from the first century A,D, reveals the extent
to which Indian merchants had carried their trade +to other parts of the
world though permanent settlement was not their intention, The East African
connection remained unabated, when first the Arabs and later the European
powers, especially the Portuguese, vied for ascendancy in the extensive net-
work of Indian Ocean trade from the fourteenth century onward., The main
stimulus to Indian emigration from Western India occurred in the nineteenth
century with a further revival of trade after the establishment of the Omani
sultanate in Zanzibar, and with the advent of the British in East, South,>
and Central Africa, Another phase of Indian emigration beéan with European
colonization of Ceylon, Burma and other parts of Southeast Asia. The
earliest emigration, implying settlement; took place as a movement of Tamil
laborers from the southern regions of the subcontinent to the Straits
Settlements in the late eighteenth century. The heyday of Indian emigration
began with the abolition of slavery in the British colonies in 1834 which
ﬁrovided the first great impetus to the movement of laborers under the
indenture system,

Between the 1830s and the 1930s, that is until the end of the worldwide
depression; about thirty million Indians migrated from India to the British
possessions and colonies.l The various means and migratory schemes consisted
of unaééistéd labor migration under the indenture system; intracontinental

movement of plantation workers under the kangani or méiSth system, assisted
1




immigration of 'specialists' (policemen, clerks, interpreters, priests,
teachers; 1awyers; doctors; and miscellaneous categories of skilled workers)
under contract to various colonial governments; and unassisted intercontinen-
tal movement of unskilled Workers; The years between 1834 and 1908
constitute the period of unrestricted indentured emigration, followed by
increasing regulation until the abolition of the indenture system in 1920 and
the enactment by the Government of India of the Indian Emigration Act of 1922
which placed strict controls on the emigration of unskilled laborers from
India, Between 1923 and 1929 emigration continued while India still enjoyed
the prosperity engendered by the wartime boom, After 1929, the dampening
effect of the worldwide depression created a reverse migration of overseas
Indians back to India and this continued unabated until the end of World
War II, A new wave of emigration from India began after 1945 with the
movement of ex-servicemen who had fought abroad with the allies. Students,
skilled and unskilled workers, and professionals began to migrate more
frequently as countries liberalized their immigration laws to permit the
entry of nonwhite peoples, Political developments in Asia and Africa in %he
1950s and 1960s produced new trends in Indian emigration with the creation of
.a shifting Indian population which went to countries willing to receive them.
The indenture system transported Indians mainly to the sugar producing
tropical British colonies in the West Indies and the Pacific, - This scheme
also drew them to Africa to construct railroads., Perhaps the largest movement

of Indians occurred under the kangani and maistry systems to Ceylon and

Malaya. Because of the contiguity of these areas to India, large numbers of
Indian laborers were not averse to spending short periods on the plantations
in those colénies. With the emergence of immigrant communities beyond India,
colonial governments soon required thé éervices of 'spécialist' immigrants

to facilitate their administration of theée communities residing within their

Jjurisdiction. Pocketé of Indian population which grew out of the government-
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regulated immigration schemes soon attracted other Indians from various parts
of India who travelled independently, without assistance from any gdvernment,
in search of fortune, 'Unassisted' immigrants preferred areas which were
easily accessible through existing sea routes and which already harbored
sizeable communities of thelr countrymen. 'Unassisted' immigrants also
ventured into other areas such as England and North America with which Indians
had had very 1little contact but which still offered numerous opportunities
farstudy;economic gain, and settlement. The recent exodus from Africa and
the constant movement of Indians #o other hospitable parts of the world
merely indicates the increasing complexity and immensity of Indian emigration,

The establishment of immigrant communities outside India may be
considered a significant part of the study of British impexrial.history but
has been receiving the widespread attention of scholars from other disciplines,
The. experiences of Indian migrants in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries
has widened our understanding of Indian society and culture, and has
increasingly presented new problems of research to social scientists in their
study of plural societies and minority groups, Much of the existing literature
on overseas Indians has ecentered on those parts of the world where they have
already established a permanent pattern of settlement. Areas such as Mauritius,
East and South Africa, Fiji, Guyana, Trinidad, Malaya, England, and to some
extent Canada have served as a laboratory for examining overseas Indian
societies, Various scholars including C. Kondapl (1951),2 I. M. Cumpston
(1953),3 Hilda Kuper (1960)'}” Usha Mahajani (1960),5 Burton Benedict (1961),6
Morton Klass (1961),7 Adrian C., Mayer (1961),'8 K. L, Gillion (1962),9
George Delf (1963),10 Rashmi Desal (1963):11 K. S. Sandhu (1967),12 Barton
Schwartz; ed, (1967),13 Robert C, Gregory (1971);14 and Hugh Tinker (1974)15
and (1976);16 have applied varied methodological approaches in the study of
thesé migrant societies emerging either under the indenture and plantation

systems (Mauritius, Fiji, Trinidad, Guyana; and Malaya) or in the



'"unindentured' areas (mainly South and East Africa), Themes which appear
in the existing studies deal with the nature and structure of Indian
emigration; economic exploitation under the plantation and indenture systems,
caste as an organizing principle among overseas Indians, soclal organization
among immigrant peasant societies; racial conflict in plural societles,
minority groups and ethnic interaction on the political level, and the more
recent Asian (Indian) problem around the world, Few of the mentioned works
provide a systematic treatment of Indian traders who fell into the general
category of nonlabor migration excluded in the indenture and kangani systems.
This deficiency becomes apparent when examining the negligible literature
on Indian traders in migrant societies, Rashmi Desai's work on Indian
immigrants in Britain provides some insights into the role of Gujaratis in
establishing Indian enterprise there, A few recent studies of Indians in
East Africa by H. S, Morris (1968)'7 and J. S, Mangat (1969)1% also show the
significance of investigating Indian trader communities attracted to the
host countties by the opportunities for trade and commercial exploitation,
The purpose of this study is to investigate the movement of 'free'’
(as,opposedAtoLigdentured)nemigrant$ whose intention in leaving India was
pursuit offopportunity and trade. More specifically the focus is on the
Gujaratis of Fiji who comprise a trader community which has not been subjected
to extensive scrutiny by scholars., This study embraces a time span of forty-
five years, from the beginning of this century to the end of the Second
World War, It is this period which characterizes the crucial formative phase
of Gujarati immigration and settlement in Fiji. During this forty-five year
span significant numbers of Gujaratis from various castes and diverse
backgrounds came to Fiji and gradually became entrenched in their present
role as a visible and important trader community within a predominantly
agricultural Indian population. In the process they acquired a distinctive

and persistent negative image comparable to the dukawalla (shopkeeper) in



Africa,

Fiji contains a large Indian popﬁlation——in excess of fifty per cent
of the entire population--consisting mainly of descendants of immigrants who
came from diverse parts of India from 1879 either under the indenture system
or as 'free' immigrants., Yet the diversity of the regional Indian cultures
which is still apparent in Fiji's Indian community has been largely ignored
or superficially treated., The common practice of treating Indians as one
administrative unit has been carried over into research on Indians in Fiji
without much effort to systematically analyze the regional components which
wentinto the making of the immigrant society and culture. Accordingly,
regional groups such as the Gujaratis and South Indians have been superfi-
cially mentioned or simply treated as part of the all-inclusive Indian
category.without much focus on their separate cultural identities, distinct
from other Indians in terms of origins, social background, language,
occupational orientation, and settlement characteristics. The standard
approach by scholars to fit all Indians within the rigid framework of the
‘indentured' area studies distorts our understanding of Fiji's Indian society,
This approach will not suffice, just as the argument that the data on other
Indian groups apért from indentured immigrants dre incomplete cannot be taken
seriously. The regional approach to South Asia has opened new areas of
research and greatly enriched studies of India and its people;19 Such an
approach in the study of Indian immigrant societies is long overdue,
especially in the case of Fiji,

Indians in Fiji first began to receive scholarly attention in the 1940s,
but still with scanty mention of the Gujaratis who had become the predominant
immigrants in the 1930s. John Wesley Coulter (1942)20 in his pioneering
study examined the Indian immigrants in terms of thé threat which they

presented to the indigenous Fijians, In his introductory panoramic

description of the community he referred to Gujaratis as "Bombay tallors



busily plying their trade" (p. 1), and later as immigrants from Bombay
Presidency who were merely "attracted to the islands by rumors of high wages
and favorable economic conditions generally” (p. 79). Implicitly, the
Gujaratis were also includéd in his disparaging remarks about "Asiatic
shopkeepérs" for their role in causing Indian indebtedness (p. 99).
Coulter's subsequent work in 1967 was merely an elaboration of his earlier
study which he now supplemented with new data; more maps, and numerous
tables.21 The background of "the ecoﬁomic and political rivalry between

the native Melanesians and tens of thousands of Indian colonists who are out

to possess the land" was consistent with his impressive title The Drama of
Fiji, -Gujaratis did not fare any better than they had done 1n earlier works,
Coulter described them as "traders, shoemakers, barbers, laundrymen, and
Jjewelers®" who "emlgrated because they could earn a better living in Fiji
than in Gujerat" (p. 84)., He also commented briefly on their standoffish-
ness, fheir shrewdﬁess, their profitable businesses, and also thelr abllity
to "combine to fight non-Gujerati competition" (p. 169), Coulter, of course,
did not deviate from the standard and obvious remarks that have been made
about other marginal communities such as the Marwaris in Bengal or the Jews
in New York, ‘

The official treatise oﬁ Fiji's Indian community was A, W, McMillan's
pamphlet (1944)22 which was intended for use by senior officers of the
Government Service, but which was subsequently withdrawn from circulation in
response to objections raised about its contents, McMillan classified the
Indians into three groupé; indentured laborers and their descendants;
Gujarati traders and artisans; Punjabl farmers and dairymen. He included
some faulty information about the Gujaratis or 'Bombaywallas' whom. he
described as only originating from a véry small area near Surat, This

obsérVation containéd thé common misconcéption that all Gujaratis came from

Surat without taking into account those who had originatéd in Kathlawar and
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Central Gujarat, Nevertheless; McMillan's other observations about the lack
of family immigration among the Gujaratis; the strong links which they main-~
tained with their homeland, and their ability to move into 'untouchable'
occupations which local Indians generally avoided; provided good insights
into that community,

W, E, H, Stanner (1953)23 did not specifically concentrate on Fiji but
included it as part of his study of three British dependencies in the South-
west'Pacific. In an otherwise competent and‘impressive work, Stanner did not
conceal his bias against the Indiaﬁs, perhaps relying too heavily on the
official version of the community's development, He questioned the Fiji
Indian war effort, commented on the Indian living conditions, and was
certainly more sympathetic toward rural Indian farﬁers with their probléms
with debt and the fall in agricultural productivity. His scathing remarks
on the "blatant tax evasion by Indian merchants" was perhaps directed toward
the rapacious "Bombaywallas' who did not regard Fiji as a home but rather as
a place in which to make money'rapidly (p. 178). Stanner helped to reinforce
the negative imaée of the Gujaratis which began to emerge in Fiji at that time
generally,

The most important studies of Fiji Indians'appeared in the 1960s,

Adrian C, Mayer (1961)24 concentrated on broadening the knowledge of Fiji
Indian soclety by describing the rural part of it within the framework of

the usual 'indentured' area studies, Mention of the Gujaratis was made mainly
in hié section on the economic activities which dominated the life of the
settlements which he examined, Unfortunately; Mayer did not adequately cover
the Gujarati impact on the rural scene, Rather the rural Gujarati shopkeeper
merely provided the norm for comparing the non-Gujarati shopkeepers in the
settlements (pp. 46-47)., His other observations fell within the standard
characterization of Gujaratis as a separate cultural group with a strong

business orientation which maintained strong links with India, kept their



traditional occupations as tailors; shopkeepers, and jewelers, and readily
combined to fight any non-Gujarati competitor. It seems that‘Mayer relied
heavily on material which had already appeared in K, L, Gillion's doctoral
dissertation in 1958:25 The coverage of Gujaratis was even less in his short
comprehensive history of the Fiji Indians (1963).26 He included brief
sketches of important personalities such as Manilal Doctor and A, D, Patel,
but simply alluded to the growing influence of the India-born Gujaratis
vis-a-vis the Fiji-born Indians with only a fleeting analysis of their
position'in the overall economic power structure in Fiji,

K, L. Gillion (ZL962)2"7 has produced the most comprehensive work on the
operation of the indenture system in Fiji., Its deficlencles were not so
much errors in judgement and interpretation as the result of a concern to
toe the official line, which is perhaps understandable if one took into
account that the circumstances and times in colonial Fiji dictated such an
approach, The merits of his study also become somewhat obscured by
deficiencies in his treatment of nonlabor migration to Fiji., His chapter on
'free' immigrants comprises six pages (pp. 130-35)., To delve into the reasons
for this oversight would be mere speculation and Gillion cannot be faulted
for not doing what he had not intended to do in the first place. Both his
focus on the indenture system and the limited time span of his study pre-
cluded any scrutiny of emigration records which went beyond the perimeters
of 'indentured' area studies, Gillion relied only on oral sources to provide
a brief sketch of early Gujarati emigration without any use of emigration
records in Bombay and Baroda for the period between 1916 and 1920, Hence,
there are errors in his description of the origins of the Gujarati immigrants,
Apart from a few names of the earliest immigrants and the dates of their
arrival; supplemented by a brief sketch of the career of Manilal Doctor in
another chapter; the Gujaratis are; once again;Aplaced within the standard

charactérization as a group who maintained close ties with their homeland,



remitted money, were thrifty and hardworking, and possessed a strong sense
of group loyalty (p. 134).

The rural dimension of Fiji's Indian population which provided the
'indentured' area framework for Mayer's and Gillion's works was obviously
the most fertile field for further research. 3Barton M, Schwartz (1967)28
examined the endogamous patterns of marriage and caste among a minute segment
of the rural Iﬁdian population as part of a larger anthropological approach
to the pan-Indian dimensions of caste in overseas communities, Although
other cultural and linguistic categories such as Nepali, Punjabi, and Tamil
are included in his analysis, the rural Gujarati shopkeeper is noticeably
absent, This omission tends to leave gaps in his otherwise significant
generalizations.,

Two more recent studies of Fiji Indians serve as good illustrations of
a broadening concern to place the Gujarati community within its proper
perspective, I. S, Chauhan (1969)29 in his yet unpublished doctoral
dissertation on political‘processes among the Indians of Labasa (in Vanua
Levu) threw new light on Gujarati "trader leadership" based on a system of
important trade relationships which emerged between the trader in Labasa and
the large wholesaling Gujarati outlets in Suva, Chauhan also provided
valuable insights into the operation of the Gujarati shop and its role in
the extension of a wide network of credit. He had, in effect, ventured into
a new area which holds tremendous potential for future scholars, and which is
certainly an important contribution to a fuller understanding of the Gujarati
community,

The other study by Ahmed All (1977)30 is the first of a two-part brief
historical sketch of Indian immigrant soclety between 1879 and 1939. Although
Ali deals with material already covered in other broader studies, he basically
concéntratéé on the more salient features of Indian immigration and

settlémént——the indenture period; the changing character of immigrant society,
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'free' immigration, and the strike of 1920, The section on 'free'
immigration is cénteréd on Punjabis and Gujaratis, The heavy reliance on
the records in Fiji on 'free' immigration may have sufficed Ali's purpose
to provide a cursory glance of Gujaratis and Punjabis and to lend more depth
to the topic., But the records are incomplete, which, in effect, necessitates
a profile of the Gujarati community with a strong official bent. This bias
tends to reinforce other observations and generalizations of the author,
Ali is correct in saying that Gujaratis added a new dimension to Fiji Indian
society in terms of their specific economic role, but, he is off the mark
when he states that they '"came as entrepreneurs."31 This generalization
presupposes that Gujaratis were already engaged in entrepreneurial roles
prior to their arrival in Fiji, It is actually an imprecise categorization
because it bypasses some of the more relevant facts about the social back-
ground of the Gujarati immigrants as well as that of indentured immigrants
which help explain why Gujaratis were more successful in assuming entre-
preneurial roles in Fiji., His other statement that "it was their alm to
monopolize this aspect of the economy" (meaning trade and commerce) is again
based on a faulty premise. The Gujaratis were indeed noticeably entrenched
in small-scale retail trade and in certain occupations, and in fact did
acquire a monopoly of certain trades, but it does not necessarily follow
that this was all part of a calculated design from the moment they had
arrived in Fiji., The problem is more complex and definitely requires further
elaboration and clarification as do his other observations in reference to
Gujarati exclusiveness and clannishness, their closely-knit businesses and
the tendency to undercut non-Gujarati business rivals, their frugality and
thriftiness; and their leanings toward nationalist politics in India,

The image of the Gujaratis which emerges‘in the existing literature is
by no means complete: and above all;certainly a negative one, There has

been no attempt to explain the sociology of Gujarati immigration. What has
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persisted is a skeleton without much meat. It will not suffice to compare
Gujarati immigration to a chain reaction——namely; one immigrant called
another; nor will it do to describe the Gujarati community in relation to
that section of that community which traced its origins in Fiji to the
indenture system., For the past forty years scholars have been consistently
implying that had it not been for Gujaratis other Indians would have made
more progressin the economic sphere, This interpretation is too simplistic
and has generally obscured a proper evaluation of the role of the Gujarati
within the Fiji Indian community.

This study of the Gujaratis in Fiji will form a contribution to the
vast subject of Indian immigration generally, It will also help to‘identify
significant changes in one segment of Indian soclety in a new environment,
But its particular intention is to rectify gaps and glaring deficiencies in
the treatment of Gujaratis in Fiji. This study focuses on such themes as
the pattern and peak periods of Gujarati immigration, the origins of the
migrants, their motives for leaving India, their settlement characteristics
in relation to other Indians in Fiji, the social structure of the community,
and their economic activities, It will also test the validity of a number
of hypotheseé; that Gujaratis came to Fiji with certain occupational
expectations just as the failure of these expectations had precipitated their
departure from India; that Gujaratis acquired an economic role in Fiji
because they had an inherent ability to organize and to be organized; that
the cultural cohesiveness and social organization of the community enabled it
to respond effectively to the pressuré of changing conditions in the new
environment; that the Gujaratis merely existed in the host country but
seldom displayed signs of belonging to it because of the strong and persistent
sense of cultural continuity with their ﬁomeland.

The major sources of data used in this study can be broken down into

three parts:
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1, Archival and official material available in libraries and archives in
England; India; and Fiji comprising official correspondence, government
legislation and parliamentary debates, reports; official pronouncements, and
policy statements, Of - particular significance are: (a) Indian emigration
proceedings and records in London and New Delhi; (b) passport registers in
the Political Department records of the Government of Bombay and unclassified
ofiginal passport applications (also in Bombay); (c) police files of the

Huzur English Office in Barodaj (d) immigration and business records in Suva,

2. Interviews, first among Gujaratis with established links with Fiji, in
Kathiawar (Saurashtra), Kheda (Kaira), Baroda, Navsari, Bilimora, Bulsar,
Gandevi, Chikhli, and Bombay; second, among Gujaratis in Suva, Nausori,
Nadi, Lautoka, and Ba (all in Fiji).32 In India the interview technique was
designed to obtain information mainly on the nature of the link with Fiji,
dates and estimates of -one’srimmediateifamilycmembers who emigrated to Fiji,
and reasons for emigrating to Fiji, whereas in Fiji the same technique ylelded
“information on further estimates of a.particular caste grouping, the group's
perception of its early immigration and settlement, its reasons for settling
in a particular locality, the response to economlc opportunities and occupa-
tional preferences, the problems of maintaining cultural identity, attitudes

toward other Indians and races, and the response to education and politics,

3. Published 1iterature and other unpublished material on the general topic

of Indians overseas which provided the background and conceptual framework of

this study.
A brief historical background to the introduction of Indians through the

indenture system is provided in Chapter II, so as to put the subsequent and
main section on unassisted immigration; between 1900 and 1920, in its proper
perspective, This chapter examines the nature of 'free' emigration from

India to Fiji while focusing on these problems: who were the first 'free'
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immigrants and why? What groups can be distinguished? When do Gujaratis and
Punjabis fit into the pattern of unassisted emigration from India? It also
attempts to determine the peak periods of unassisted immigration to Fiji in
the light of favorable economic and political conditions, the presence of
an established Indian community, and emigration policy in India and immigration
policy in Fiji, The primary concern is with the contention that 'free!’
emlgrants invariably followed not only in the wake of indentured laborers
to Fiji, but also on account of certain expectations which motivated them to
leave India, |

Chapter IIT discusses Indian immigration in the postindenture period,
between 1921 and 1945, There are three sections in this chapter: the first
deals with the search for an alternative system of emigration from India to
replace the indenture system; the second is concerned with the socio-
economic conditions in Fiji which still attracted immigrants inspite of the
failure to find an acceptable alternative to indentured laborers; and lastly
the actual process of 'free' Indian immigration is examined, initially between
a period of unlimited controls between 1921 and 1930, and later during the
implementation of immigration restrictions between 1930 and 1940, This
section on "free' immigrants constitutes the most significant part with its
emphasis on Gujaratis, and to some extent Punjabis, who had become the
predominant force in emigration from India to Fiji, Both Chapters II and III
provide the background through which Gujaratis are examined in fuller detail
in subsequent chapters,

Chapter IV concentrates on the Gujarati immigrants and their social
background, The main problems dealt with are the areas from where they
originated in Gujarat,.the principal emigrant groups and their position in
Gujarati society, and their motivation in migrating., The analysis of the
immigrants is carried in two parté; first during the indenture period until

1920; second after 1921 in the postindenture period.
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Chapter V is about Gujarati settlement in Fiji from the time of their
arrival until 1945, From the outset the pattern of Gujarati settlement had
a strong correlation with their occupational and trading activities; but
it was also linked to their preference for urban areas, The chapter focuses
on the areas in Fiji which were preferred for settlement and also examines
the factors involved in the choice of a particular locality in town, These
factors include the Gujarati preoccupation with trade and commercial activity,
the local demand for the traditional skills of certain Gujarati castes,
better economic opportunities in urban areas, and political security. This
chapter attempts to provide answers to the more pertinent issues: Where did
each caste grouping settle eventually and what pattern of existence did they
follow? Why is it that some Gujaratis only settled in those areas and towns
with a large Indian population? Did they open up and exploit hinterland
(as they had done in East Africa) or did they only restrict themselves to
urban areas?

Chapter VI is essentially concerned with a discussion of Gujarati
social 1life in Fiji, It begins with a brief comparison of Gujaratis with
other Indian groups in an effort to show how the disruptive tendencies of
the colonial environment on caste affected mainly those immigrants who came
under the indenture system rather than the Gujaratis who maintained strong
ties with their homeland, Second, this chapter grapples with the problem
that, although Gujaratis were bound to a strong sense of caste ideology,
they did not arrange themselves rigidly according to any hierarchical
structure of their homeland., Third, the discussion centers on the Gujarati
shop as the focal point in social and economic relationships; first within
the immediate caste grouping, then bétween groups with similar economic
interests; and finally with other Indians and races, Fourth, the chapter
also shows that Gujaratis were concerned with the organization of family life

only after the arrival of women and children at which point it became
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necessary to maintain in-group solidarity and exclusiveness and stricter
adherence to ritual paraphenalia,

Chapter VII deals with a number of topics relating to the Gujarati
identity in Fiji, The first section analyzes their innovative role in the
emergence of Indian enterprise and their negative image which arose from
that capacity. The next section discusses the factors which prevented any
Gujarati effort at integration into Fiji Indian society., These factors
include their strong attachment for their homeland, their cultural chauvinism,
their reluctance to bring families and to duplicate the Gujarati household,
their business practices with a strong preference of business partners from
their own castes, and the lack of a sense of isolation from Gujarat. The
third section is about their struggles with problems in the new environment,
especially those dealing with community cooperation, welfare associations,
and education, The last part describes the Gujarati response to politics,
This chapter attempts to explain how Gujaratis asserted their identity in
Fiji in terms of the problems they confronted,

Finally, Chapter VIII provides a synopsis of relevant issues and thelr
discussion in all the chapters. It also presents generalizations in regard
to Gujarati immigration, settlement, life in the new environment, and their
identity in the host country. The study will conclude with some general

remarks about thelir progress since 1945 and their future status in Fiji.
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CHAPTER II

'FREE' IMMIGRATION TO FIJI UNTIL
THE END OF INDENTURE (1900-1920)

The study of the Indian community in FiJji begins with the indenture
system. Though indentured laborers formed the overwhelming bulk of the
Indian migrants to Fiji until 1916, they were also joined by 'unassisted' or
'free' immigrants, These 'free' migrants first began to arrive in small
numbers at the turn of the century but graduélly became an important strain
within the Indian population. 'Free' immigration was the inevitable out-
growth of indentured immigration, This chapter, then, is about 'free'
immigration until the abolition of the indenture system in 1920, I+t focuses
on the groups who came, their motivation, the conditions in Fiji which they
encountered, and their response to the opportunities in the new land, Above
all, it is about the Gujaratis who also came to Fiji from Western India and
their specific place within the nascent 'free' immigrant society which
emerged ﬁrior to 1920,

It is first necessary to provide a brief introduction to Fiji, its
geographical and physical characteristics, its early history, its indigenous
pépulation, and its economic and political development prior to the arrival
of the Indians, The.Fiji Islands constitute an extensive archipelago
scattered over a wide area between latitudes 150 and 20° south of the
Equator with the 180th meridian passing longitudinally through the group.l
The islands are centrally situated in the Northwest Pacific, to the northeast
of Sydney (Australia) and to the north of Auckland (New Zealand), and
surrounded by other island clusters including Tonga, New Hebrides, Samoa, and
New Caledonia., There are in excess of 500 islands and islets in the Fiji
archipelago of which 322 are suitable for habitation, and of which only 106

are inhabited.2
19
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The larger islands are volcanic in origin and include Viti Levu, Vanua
Levu, Taveuni, and Kadavu (Kandavu). Viti Levu and Vanua Levu constitute
87 per cent of the total land area of 7,040 square miles. Both these islands
have similar topographical features, While the coasts are fringed with
fertile land, the interior is very mountainous forming a system of highlands
and swiftly flowing rivers. The major river systems in Viti Levu have cut
steep winding valleys in the interior, and have also built up the fertile
plains and deltas which presently form the core areas of settlement and
commercial agriculture, Vanua Levu, on the other hand, contains less
extensive hill country, and proportionally smaller areas of rolling plains
and flat land for agriculture.

Fiji does not enjoy climatic uniformity., The two large islands contain
clearly defined climatic divisions: that of the windward Wetvzone in the
southeast and the other of the leeward dry zone in the northwest, The rainfall
is heaviest in the windward reglons averagingvover 120 inches annually. Hence,
there is a sharp contrast in vegetation between the two climatic zones in
Viti Levu and Vanua Levu, Except in those areas which are heavily cultivated,
the windward side is covered with dense subtropical rain forest. By contrast,
the dry zone contains patches of sparse forest in open grass and reed covered
areas, Extensive mangrove swamps abound at mouths of the river systems,
offering a natural ecological habitat to numerous forms of marine life as
well as providing timber for fuel and house-building. The strong correlation
between climate and agriculture is certainly evident in Fiji,

The original inhabitants, who alone bear the racial categorization of
Fijian, are essentially of Melanesian stock butalso reveal a Polynesian strain
in the eastern parts of the Fiji group., There are no precise estimates of the
Fijian population prior to concentrated contact with the Europeans in the
nineteenth century, The population in the latter part of the nineteenth

century had been placed at a low figure of 100,000 to a high of 300,000, But
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like other island populations in the Pacific, the Fijians were subjected to
the ravages of European diseases, alcohol, firearms, and intermittent warfare.
The measles epidemic of 1875 reduced the population size considerably and
when the first official census was taken in 1881, the Fijian population was
placed at 114,748,

Traditional Fijian society possessed a rich cultural heritage punctuated
with ceremony and tradition., It was founded on a complex system of land
ownership based on customary tenure and communal ownership. The primary and
largest social unit of Fijian society was the yavusa whose members comprised
direct descendants of a legendary or deified ancestor, Patrilineal descendants
of the founder formed lineages within the yavusa called the matagali
(matangali), further subdivided into smaller local units called the 1 tokatoka,
Though the i tokatoka formed the main criterion for land ownership, it was
the matagali which was legitimlized as the landholding unit by the British
after 1874, Fundamental to the Fijian system of land ownership were the
inalienable and equal rights of all the corporate members and future genera-
tions of the-matagali, a concept which Still prevalls,

The:Buropean‘ discovery of, and contacts with, Fiji progressed through
various stages., First came the explorers--Abel Tasman in i643, James Cook
in 1774, and William Bligh in 1789 and 1792--who either sighted or charted
some of the islands., After the initial contacts, European mariners and
navigators generally avoided the islands §Qr two.main reasons: the trea-
cherous reefs which made navigation difficult and the formidable reputation
of Fiji's inhabitants, The second stage began as a trading contact at the
beginning of the nineteenth century when European vessels came first in search
of sandalwood, and later for beche-de-mer and coconut oil., Whalers also
frequented parts of the island group., Trade linked Fiji to the important
ports in the Orient, New England, and the Pacific generally. At this point

the islands did not seem attractive to white settlement:. except to the
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original 'birds of passage' who included beachcombers (whites turned native),
survivors from wrecked vessels, castaways and other derelicts, and deserters
from sandalwood ships.3 As in the case of other areas, these types have since
gained notoriety in history on account of the havoc which they created among
island populations through their licentiousness, the traffic in firearms and
alcohol, the intwoduction of diseases, and their disturbing role in local
warfare as mercenaries to leading chiefs., The limited phase of European
contacf culminated with the arrival of missionaries in the 1830s who added
further stresses and strains fo Fijian society with their conflicting religious
ideologies, although these influences were ultimately beneficial,

Permanent settlement did not occur until the latter half of the nineteenth
century., In the 1850s knowledge of Fiji increased with a corresponding
growth of foreign influence through the visit of naval vessels, Rumors of
British annexation brought imﬁigrants from Australia and New Zealand who came
as traders, planters, and speculators in search of easy profits. The cotton
boom of the 1860s attracted a new breed of planters who required large tracts
of land with an assured labor supply. The intensity of land purchases from
Fijians far exceeded the influx of white settlers who numbered anywhere from
1,200 to 2,000 by 1870. Large estates emerged on the smaller islands and then
spread to the coastal regions of Viti Levu and Vanua Levu, but mainly in the
Rewa Delta in Viti Levu, The efforts of the planters to exploit Fiji's
resources were supplemented by the establishment of trading houses in Levuka
to provide a wide range of financial and mercantile services to the white
communiﬁy.

While the cotton trade was essential to the economic security of the
growing community of planters and merchants, it had an adverse effect on the
large-scale cultivation of other commercial crops. The cotton trade was also
tied to the whole problem of law and order in Fiji because of the planter

hunger for more land and the alarming traffic in Polynesian labor to augment
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scarce Fijian labor, Both European settlers and Fijian chiefs desired some
form of central authority to prevent a confrontation between whites and
Fijians and to permit settlers to further their economic objectives,

The collaboration between an apprehensive white community and Fijian
chiefs to form a stable government was undermined by one crisis after another.
First, the planter community was ill-prepared, through a lack of agricultural
diversification, for the collapse of the cotton trade in 1870 and the
accompanying depression., Second, factional elements within the settler
community continually vied for ascendancy under the government of Cakobau
(Thakombau), a powerful chief who styled himself 'King.,' Third, the Fijians
remained as bystandérs and watched in dismay while the faction-ridden and
incompetent administrators and legislators led the governmment initially into
bankruptey and eventually toward anarchy. Finally, the collapse of Cakobau's
government threatened the security of Britain's 'informal empire’ in the
Pacific, consequently precipitating British intervention in Fiji in 1874.4
Britain's approach to the Fijian problem was an innovative exercise in indirect
rule, in fact a forerunner of the experiment in Africa. From the outset,
Fijian interests remained paramount and made an integral part of colonial
policy by the first substantive governor, Sir Arthur QOrdon (later Lord
Stanmore), especially after a measles epidemic decimated the indigenous
population. Goxrdon reduced the amount of land in Buropean hands and restricted
further land sales, thereby consolidating- absolute Fijian control over their
lands through native institutions. Moreover, he devised a system of native
taxation and administration which reinforced the inherent 1link between Fijians
and their traditional leaders, the chiefs, Above all, rather than acquiescing
in the demands of settlers to tap Fijians as a labor force, Gordon's policy
was aimed at protecting Fijian society from the evils of a money economy,
Instead he proposed the introduction of indentured laborers from India,

augmented by a scheme to expand the existing agricultural base of the economy
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under the auspices of large-scale capitalism attracted from abroad.

Indentured Indian immigrants were introduced into Fiji as a means of
supplying the labor requirements of plantations and the Colonial Sugar
Refining Company (hereafter, the C,S.R,), a large Australian capitalist
concern which had been lured to FiJji to develop the sugar industry. The
indenture system appeared as a logical sequence to the abolition of slavery
and was designed as a convenient way to utilize cheap Indian labor to help
develop the economies of British colonies, The system was introduced in Fiji
along the lines of the immigration schemes of Trinidad and British Guiana,
Recruited emigrants were given a free passage to Fiji to serve a contracted
period of five years, and only entitled to repatriation without cost after
remaining as indentured laborers for a further five years. A provision was
also incorporated into the scheme to permit laborers who had served their
period of indenture to remain in the colony as permanent residents., The
first 481 indentured emigrants arrived from India in 1879.

Between 1879 and 1899, 18,853 indentured Indian laborers were introduced
into Fiji, Taking into consideration 4,509 births, 4,278 deaths, and 5,991
departures (of laborers who had completed their term of indenture), and
2,275 new emigrants, the Indian population of Fiji was estimated to be 15,368
in 1900.5 The overwhelming bulk of the migrants had come from the eastern
parts of United Provinces (present-day Uttar Pradesh) and Bihar. Some
Punjabis had been recruited in the early years of the 1880s, and Nepalis
were also despatched in the 1890s., In 1902, another emigration agency was
opened in Madras and the first South Indian ('Madrassi') laborers arrived in
1903, There was virtually no recruiting in Bombay Presidency. The only known
cases of recruiting there took place in Ahmedabad in 1883—84.6 Again the
figure was negligible, The main reason was that the Government of Bombay
objected to recruiting for Fiji. Basically, the composition of the popula-

tion was 'north-Indian' up until the arrival of laborers from Madras,
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From 1900 onward, the number of Indians who had served their period of
indenture but had opted to stay on plantations was becoming noticeable,
Besides this group there were nonindentured emigrants who had come to Fiji on
their own and not under any immigration scheme, Though the number was small,
the estimates of the 'passenger' immigrants were given in the yearly immigra-
tion reports of Fiji. In 1900, 32 such arrivals were recorded and in 1901
the official estimate of Indians who came into FiJji direct from India or through

7 Most of these

the other colonies as passengers was estimated at 100,
immigrants were 'returnees' who had lived in Fiji as indentured laborers
previously and had been repatriatéd to India, but now had decided to return
to the colony. These imﬁigrants entered Fiji without any difficulty provided
that they complied with the normal emigration and health formalities in India
as well as in Fiji.

The rise in the number of 'passenger' immigrants in 1901 can be attributed
to the arrival of 20 Parsi artisans.8 These Parsis represented the first
batch of Gujarati artisans who came to Fiji. They had been induced to emigrate
by Thomas Hughes, a recruiting agent of the C,S,R.,, who had been visiting
India at the time, Since the Parsi artisans were residents of Bombay
Presidency, where recruiting for FiJji was prohibited, and fell within the
classification of laborers, Hughes had first to obtain permission for them
to migrate. The Government of India did not raise any objection but the
cooperation of the Government of Bengal had to be secured since all categories
of emigrants to Fiji departed through the Port of Calcutta, However, the
Government of Bengal saw no objection to the 20 Parsi artisans going to Fiji
provided that they complied with normal health regulations at the point of
disembarkation.9

By the end of 1907, approximately 300 of these 'passenger' emigrants had

arrived in Fiji on emigrant steamers from Calcutta.lo Yet the numerical

strength of Indian immigrants who had arrived in Fiji under none of the
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provisions of the Indian Immigration Ordinance of Fiji was placed at l,OOO.11
One reason for this increase was the establishment of a regular route between
Calcutta and New Zealand which allowed Indians to travel on ships other than
the emigrant steamers., Traffic between India and Australia must also have
been on the increase, judging from the Indian Government's stipulation in 1904
to Indian students, merchants, and other travellers proceéding to Australia

to arm themselves with passports to facilitate their entry.l2 Thus, the only
plausible explanation for the discrepancy between the accountable 300
'passenger' immigrants and the estimated total number of immigrants not
covered by the immigration ordinance in Fiji would be that Indians who went

to other areas in the Pacific, such as New Zealand and Australia, were
broceeding to Fiji in nonemigrant ships. Furthermore, it is difficult to

say who they were, Information obtained orally as well as the existing
research on that period has provided some insight into the origins of this
category of immigrants., The Census Report of Fiji for the year 1911 has
thrown some light on this pfoblem also,

'Unassisted' immigration had already gained some momentum prior to 1905.
Three types of 'free' immigrants had arrived at that stage, The largest
single group comprised former indentured laborers who reemigrated to Fiji.
They had welcomed repatriation in anticipation of establishing old ties
and joining families., But conditions at home had changed during their
absence, Some longed for the lax social milieu of Fiji inspite of their
traumatic experiences under indenture; others were under pressure to share
their meager savings with numerous relatives; many were simply rejected
because of the shame which they brought upon their families,

Punjabis constituted another group, In 1904, 70 Punjabis came to Fiji
after spending some time in New Caledonia first.l3 They were Jat Sikhs from

Jullundur district who had gone to New Caledonia to seek their fortume.

Faced with unfavorable conditions they decided to go to Fiji where they
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did not make much headway either, The majority were finally repatriated
to India via New Caledonia, but those who chose to remain for some time
included Hazara Singh, Jaimal Tara Singh, and Thakur Singh., Many of the later
Punjabl immigrants first heard about Fiji from other Punjabis who had
travelled extensively in the Pacific, Punjabis who returned from their
travels were instrumental in providing much publicity about the areas which
they visited, including Fiji, The Punjabi immigrants were not very educated
and came mainly from the agricultural sections of the population,

The third type was the Gujarati, Of course, the Parsis who arrived in
1901 would be included iﬁ this group. There were no other cases of Gujarati
emigration to Fiji until 1904 when two Sonis, Chunilal Ganji and Virji Narshi,
arrived from Calcutta.lu Apparently, they had heard about Fiji in Natal
and made arrangements through a number of influential Indiahs in Fiji to go
there, Both Chunilal and VirJji were from Porbandar in Kathiawar and were
goldsmiths by trade. They proceeded to Fiji under the assumption that there
was much money to be made among the Indians., In 1905, another Soni from
Jamnagar, by the name of Lakhu Premji heard about Fiji and the large Indian
population there, It is difficult to ascertain héw he obtained this informa-
tion but the source seemed to have been Chunilal or Virji. He arrived in
1905 and lived in the town of Navua for two years. But during this time he
found the conditions in Fiji quite harsh and subsequently returned to his
homeland.l5 These Gujaratli immigrants, as in the case of the‘Punjabis, were
not educated, They had been attracted to Fiji by the desire to ply their
skills in making jewelry and to improve their economic status generally.

Punjabis and Gujaratis continued to arrive in Fiji between 1905 and 1910,
Among the Gujaratis was another group of Sonis who came from Porbandar in

1908, 16

There were no official estimates, Between 1908 and 1909 another
Gujarati caste grouping made some penetration into Fiji. In 1908, Narotam

Karsandas arrived and he was followed by Motiram Narsey a year 1ater.l7 Both
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were from Navsari in Baroda State and belonged to the Khatri caste. Though
they were weavers by caste, they made their 1living in Fiji as tailors, After
1910 both Narotam and Motiram established business concerns which enabled
other members of their caste to come to Fiji, Only one other Gujarati caste
category arrived before the decade was over, The only known case was Dullabh
Kalyan, a Mochi (shoemaker) from Mahuva Taluka in Navsari, who arrived in
1910 and returned to India after a stay of over 2 years.l8

The inward flow of 'free' migrants was affected by two important
developments--one in India and the other in Fiji, In 1907 the Government of
India made it mandatory for all Indians who wished to travel abroad "to
provide themselves with passports."l9 This was intended to be a protective
measure to induce Indians to procure the necessary travel documents before
proceeding to such countries as Canada, South Africa, Rhodesia, Australia,
and New Caledonia which had introduced stringent immigration rules governing
the entry of Indians, Perhaps in anticipation of the influx of people who
had formerly gone to those areas, the Government of Fiji brought the Indian
Immigration Ordinance No. XVII of 1909 into effect, The Ordinance was
specifically designed to stop the influx of undesirable persons who Wwere
destitute and would become "é charge on the colony" if they were not
indentured.zo

Ih.spite of these measures, the number of 'free' emigrants who came after
1907, and before the first census was taken, had increased to a figure of

21 This was an increase of 600 for a three-year period,

approximately 1,600,
at an average annual rate of arrival of 200 immigrants of this type. Together
with the immigrants who had completed their period of indenture, as well as
those who were born in Fiji, they presented a very interesting profile in
1911,

Within this ten-year period the whole structure of the Indian community

began to change, When the first census was taken in 1911, the population had
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increased from 16,116 in 1900 to 40,286, of which 25,975 were listed as
nonindentured.22 Though Madras was opened as another emigration recruiting
depot, Calcutta still remained the principal center from which most categories
of emigrants came., In fact, Madras supplied no emigrants in 1904 and 1908,
Moreover, 1907 and 1909 were lean years in which the recruitment of indentured
emigrants had fallen well below a thousand fqr both ports.

| The India-born immigrants, indentured and 'free,’' originated mainly

from United Provinces, Madras, Bengal, Central Provinces, Central India,
Punjab, Rajputana, Bombay, and Nepal.23 It must be assumed that the Gujaratis
were included in the figures for Bombay Presidency because no separate
category for them was provided., Numerically, they comprised a minute
community--in the vieinity of 153 or less out of a total nonindentured
population of 25,975.24 Furthermore, only 39 Gujaratis can be accounted for
if occupational categories are taken into consideration, These would include
21 goldsmiths and silversmiths, 12 tailors, and 6 bootmakers and saddlers,
Goldsmiths were in great demand judging from the large amounts of gold
Jewelry which was being taken to India by repatriated Indians., Perhaps the
others could be found in the commercial categories as hawkers and shopkeepers.

The Census revealed that farming still remained the main type of
occupational activity for Indians, Out of a nonindentured population of
25,975 (16,000 males and 9,975 females), 10,357 were engaged in some form of
agricultural activity. From 1905 to 1909, the Native Lands Ordinance
permitted settlers to acquire leases up to a period of ninety-nine years
subject to approvdl of the Governor's council. Freehold land also became
available, and while the Ordinance was in effect about 20,184 acres of land
were purchased by settlers (Indians and Europeans). This brought the area
under freehold title ﬁp to 434,799 acres out of a total area of 4,581;000 acres.25

Agricultural activity was centered around the cultivation of rice,

sugarcane, bananas, tobacco, maize, and beans, This was done according to
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the climatic conditions of the districts where the nonindentured population
had settled, Most of the Indian settlements emerged around the river basins
and in the sugarcane growing areas, but basically on Viti Levu, the main
island of the Fiji group. The major area of settlement in the other island--
Vanua Levu--was Macuata (Mathuata). The location of sugar mills at Navua,
Rewa, Labasa, Lautoka, Penang, and Ba was instrumental in attracting large
pockets of Indian settlement, The largest mill was constructed in Lautoka
in 1903 in response to the C,S.R.,'s expanding operation in Fiji,

The commercial and industrial sectors of the population were drawn to
the town areas adjacent to the mills, Six per cent of the adult male
nonindentured population was engaged in some form of commercial venture,
Others who did not have enough capital outlay for a store went into hawking,
and there were as many hawkers as shopkeepers, At this stage Indians owned
very few large-scale business concerns. Only 21 commercial concerns
incorporating wholesale and retail business activity were in opera’cion.z7
The largest number of shopkeepers emerged in Lautoka and Nadi where the 'free’
population was quite prosperous,

In Suva, the capital of Fiji, there was a 'free' Indian population of
3,000 who were gradually replacing Polynesians as 1aborers.28 English-
speaking Indians were also congregated here and sought employment as shop
assistants, municipal workers, and clerks in Buropean firms, The town was
controlled by Europeans financially and politically, but it offered numerous
possibilities to Indian settlers. All {unassisted' immigrants had their first
contactvwith Fiji here., Merchants came here because of the port facilities;
English-speaking Indians came because Suva was the seat of power and they
formed the nucleus around which political activity was initiated; skilled
and casual workers came to fulfil the various labor requirements of a growing
community,

The sugarrindustry in the colony was experiencing a remarkable pace of
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economic expansion. The operation of the C,S,R, had almost reached monopoly
proportions, and the output of its mills in Fiji had reached 40 per cent
of the company's combined operations in the South Pacific.29 In an effort to
minimize its capital outlay and maximize its profit-making capabilities, it
initiated a program of decentralization of its monolithic estates into smaller
holdings which were leased to private white planters. They, in turn, worked
and managed the plantations with a smaller and less burdensome labor force,
Land was made available on a smaller scale to a growing class of Indian
tenant-farmers within the proximity of mills., Invariably, this would not only
dictate the pattern of Indian settlement but would also guarantee a labor
force to meet the requirements of the crushing season,

The economic expansion produced a corresponding rise in indentured
immigration., 3Between 1910 and‘1914, over 10,000 immigrants were introduced
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to work the estates, A scheme of introducing 'free' emigrants had been
contemplated but was abandoned because of uneasiness about the competitive
capabilities of the 'free' immigrant.31 Most planters were of the opinion
that 'free' immigrants made bad laborers, but were basically apprehensive of
the competition which Indians provided. This fear Waé well founded because
by 1912 the Indian shopkeeper had completely undermined the European shop-
keeper in the countryside.32
'Free' laborers would have been more acceptable but the Government of
India was averse to any systematic emigration to Fiji for labor purposes other
than the indenture system.33 Apparently, some laborers from Surat had gone
to Calcutta sometime in 1911 to volunteer for Fiji, raising the possibility
of recruitment in Surat to provide some solution to Fiji's labor problems,
The Indian Government made enquiries with the Government of Bombay which
remained adamant about supplying excess labor to other countries when it did

not consider Surat to be "a congested district."Bu The Bombay_deernment

could not agree to the proposal on the ground that labor emigration was
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"not conducive to the economic interest of.the locality."” Barly in January
1912 all parties concerned--the India Office, the Colonial Office, and the
Government of Fiji--were informed of the undesirability of permitting labor
recrultment in Surat district.35

Though the Fiji Government directed most of its attention to the colony's
labor requirements, it did make some effort to oversee the increasing flow
of 'unassisted' emigrants, It did this in part to dictate the pattern of
Indian settlement but also because of its concern over the native question.3
However, the government seemed to realize that there was a need for a special
class of Indians who could assist the authorities in tackling the adminis-
trative responsibilities of governing the nonindentured population, It
introduced clerks and interpreters and, in 1912, recruited a contingent of
Punjabi policemen from Hong Kong for the local force.37

The Indian community in Fiji generally lacked trained priests to attend
to their religious needs. The majority of the population were Hindus
belonging to a number of sects, but many Indians classified themselves as
either Sanatani (that is, adﬁerents of Sanatan Dharma, the more orthodox
Hindu sect of Fiji) or Sama.ji (followers of Dayanand Saraswati, the founder
of the Arya Samaj sect);38 Muslims constituted Just over a tenth of the
population, belonging either to the Sunni or Shia sects, Among the Hindus,
the Samajis were better organized and displayed a great degree of self-
reliance in social matters, They were pioneers in the field of Indian
education in Fiji. The Sanatanis, by contrast; were concerned with the tenets
of religion; but their leaﬁer Totaram Sanadhya became the most forceful
critic of the indenture system in Fiji before the arrival of Manilal Doctor.39
Few Indians were atfracted to Christianity, and the conversion rate by the
three dominant groups--Catholic, Anglican, and Methodist--was marginal, In
1911, there were only 314 Indian Christians in Fiji.uo

The authorities were aware of the religious needs of the Indians, In
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April 1912, the Fiji Government wrote to the Government of India "to seek
advice and assistance” in procuring "a few well educated Brahmin and Muhammadan
priests to minister to the religious wants of the people."Ll'1 It was not
prepared to incur any liabllity "for the support of these priests,” but added
that their "co-religionists” in Fiji would support them. This request seemed
confusing to the authorities in India who had very 1little information available
on the ethnological composition of the Indians in Fiji. Accordingly, a few
months later the Government of India wrote to the Fiji Government inquiring
about the "caste of the Hindus and the sect of the Hindu priests 1"equ3'.red."”'2
Few officials in Fiji had any such understanding of the Indian community and
they were unable to take any definite action on the request from India.

There was a great need for religious teachers and the Fiji Government's
interest in this field helped to publicige it, In 1913, the first Arya Samaji
teacher, Swami Manoharanand Saraswati, a.rrived.“'3 He had lived in Burma for
some time and was aware of the need for trained Hindu priests in Fiji, Within
four years of his arrival, the Arya Samaj movement made tremendous headway in
the field of education, Under his guidance the Arya Pratinidhi Sabha was
founded, and in 1917 the organization launched a Gurukul primary school on
the western side of Viti Levu, quite close to the town of Lautoka,.

Political activity among Indians coincided with the growing awareness of
their religious needs, Until 1910 there was a marked absence of organized
political activity. Leadership was provided by a few nonindentured Indians
who acquired popularity through their expertise in English or thelr
association with either of two main Hindu sects. This group included such
personages as Peter Grant (a Christian), Totaram Sanadhya (a Sanatani Pandit),
Babu Ram Singh and J. P, Maharaj (both Arya Samajis).uu These influential
Indians were basea in Suva and were well versed in matters affecting Indians
in the Colony. They moved into action in 1910 when an apprehensive European

community attempted to introduce a literacy test for ratepayers who voted in
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the Su&a Municipal Council elections., Moreover, important events in India
were also followed closely and influenced the actions of Indian leaders in
Fiji, Indian newspapers which came to Fiji provided much coverage on the
debate on the indenture system, especially after Gokhale introduced a motion
in the Indian Legislature in 1912 which called for the abolishment of the
sys’cem.u'5

This group gradually became the unofficial spokesmen of Indians in Fiji.
But they lacked political or legal experience and the majority could not
speak English--the language of the government, Consequently, they established
contact with Gandhi and related their problems to him, Gandhi, who was in
South Africa at this time, agreed to send a 'Hindustani' lawyer who could
assist the Indians in Fiji., The difficulties of the Indians there also came to
the notice of Manilal Doctor who had come to Gandhi to seek assistance and
counsel about the possibility of setting up a practice in South Africa.L"6
Manilal, a subject of Baroda State, was an articulate English-educated lawyer
who had had considerable exposure to colonial politics and the problems of
Indian laborers in the colonies, He had resided in Mauritius from 1907 to
1910 where he quickly became a leading advocate of Indian rights, Actually,
Manilal harbored intentions of proceeding to Fiji where he wished to further
his career in law and pOlitiCS.47 He became more resolute about Fiji when
he read about Gokhale's and Malaviya's speeches against indentured labor in

the Indian Opinion (of South Africa).LL8

Manilal Doctor arrived in Suva in September 1912 amid much fanfare,
Within a short time he had made a lasting impact on the authorities. The
retaliation was drastic and certainly motivated by fear that the Indian
community would be influenced by events in India., The authorities introduced
"a proposal to restrict the emigration of Indians introduced into Fiji
otherwise than by '1nden’c,ure."Ll'9 In late November 1912, the India Office

wrote to the Colonial Office voicing its concern on this issue, The pending
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vigsit of a deputation from India to inquire into the condition of laborers
in Fiji prompted the India Office to stress the undesirability of making "
"any drastic change in the Fiji legislation affecting Indians."5o Fortunately,
the Colonial Offige agreed and, a few weeks later, cautioned the Fiji

"51

Government not "to proceed with the proposed ordinance, Further action
was not taken, but the hysteria behind its genesls revealed the Fiji
Government's apprehension over any outside influence on immigrant affairs in
the colony.

By 1914 the Indian population of Fiji had reached 51,605 of which 35, 644
52

were nonindentured., The indentured population had not shown any considerable
increase--about 1,600 in a two-year period--and the figure would have been
nuch lower if 6,595 indentured laborers had not been introduced. More
Indians were gaining freedom from indenture and further recruitment to boost
the diminishing number of indentured Indians was running into serious problems,
.Criticism of the system had reached a peak in India, In Fiji misslonaries,
and nonindentured Indians under the leadership of Manilal, became outspoken
as well. At the end of 1913 two commissioners from India, James McNeil,
I1.C.S., and Lala Chiman Lal, arrived to examine the conditions of the laborers.
Though their report pointed to the advantages of the system, they advocated
changes which were long overdue--namely, better working and soclal conditions
supplemented by increased medical and educational facilities.53 Furthermore,
the commencement of the war in 1914 forced the Government of India to suspend
indentured emigration temporarily in order to concentrate on the war effort.
Between 1911 and 1914 nonindentured emigration increased steadily.
The pattern had been established gradually. The economic expansion in Fiji
and the growing needs of the Indian population generated conditions which
attracted more 'unassisted' emigrants into the colony, The three types which

have been mentioned previously continued to arrive, Punjabis came under the

impression that work would be readily available, Those who were not content
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returned toIndia or made some attempt to go elsewhere. Punjabis were known
to have travelled as far as South America, One such country was Argentina
where some emigration from Punjab had taken place directly., In 1912 a
group of 45 Punjabis approached a well-placed European lawyer in Suva to
make arrangements to get them to Argentina, but allegedly lost a large sum
of money in the process through fraud.Su This incident did not deter another
group of about 20 Punjabis from coming to Fiji in 1914, By this stage an
extensive network of contacts had been established through the visit of
Punjabis to many parts of the world. Those who came to Fiji were first
attracted to the possibilities there through information transmitted to them
through fellow villagers who had gone to Australia and New Zealand.55

The Gujaratis had also established a network of contacts in the countries
of the South Pacific, Travel to Australia and New Zealand was on the increase
and news about the opportunities in Fiji filtered back to the villages from
which the first Gujarati emigrants came, Sonls still conétituted the largest
single group to come into the colony. Between 1911 and 1914 the number of
goldsmiths and silversmiths increased from 21 to 51 (which included Sonars who
came from other parts of India as well).56 The Khatris also found ample
scope for theilr trade, and in 1911 Narotam Karsandas Khatri established the
first Gujarati tailoring shop in Suva under the business name of Narotam. He
was followed by Motiram Narsey who started his own business concern under the
name of M, Narsey. Within a short time, other members of their caste began
to arrive, including Gopal Anandji and Jagjiwan Bhukendas, Moreover, relatives
and family members arrived to help in the management of the two businesses.
Motiram was. joined by his eldest son Jamnadas, and Narotam invited his cousin
Tribhovan Ratanji to join him., By introducing relatives into thelr businesses,
it was possible for them to leave:-thede concerns in safe hands while making
periodic visits to India,

Other groups followed in the wake of conditions created initially by
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the Sonis, and later by the Khatris, Gujaratis of the occupational castes
and cultivators from South Gujarat began to show interest in Fiji, In 1911
Nana Lakhman (sic) who was a Koli by caste, came to Fiji but returned to
India in 1915.57 This could have been an isolated incident because Kolis at
this time, generally preferred going to New Zealand where they had started a
small settlement in Auckland, Most of them were engaged in the fruit and
vegetable business, Fiji was in close proximity to New Zealand, about a
thousand miles northeast of the latter, and a direct shipping service, which
linked the two, permitted movement of Gujaratis to either of these places,

A year later the first Nav (barber) named Nathubhal arrived, and in 1914
Dahya Hansji, a Mochi (shoemaker) joined other Gujaratis living in Suva, All
three groups mentioned were from South Gujarat--Nana Lakhman and Dahya came
from the Navsari Division of Baroda State.58
Large-scale trading activity in Suva was still controlled by Europeans,
although petty Indian shopkeepers had made substantial gains in other areas,
The success of these shopkeepers could be attributed to their ability to
manipulate conditions in the country areas to their advantage to a greater
degree than their European counterparts, Those Indians who had dealt with
European shopkeepers for a long time shifted their patronage to Indian shop-
keepers quite readily. Many Indians still suffered from the stigma of their
indentured or 'coolie' status--a position which they were reminded of in their
dealingg: with Europeans generally. The 'overseer and coolie' relationship
permeated many facets of the relationship between Europeans and Indians,
Farmers who dealt with European shopkeeperslcomplained of the treatment they
received., The latter were often quite insensitive to the feelings of their
customers, frequently using offensive terms to refer to their indentured
status, These shopkeepers also bought the produce of Indian farmers quite
cheaply and sold them to other Indians‘at'exorbitant prices.59 When Indian

shopkeepers offered competition, they found 1little difficulty in attracting
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a clientele, Many of these petty shopkeepers had risen from the ranks of the
indentured laborers themselves and were not only known to the people they had
dealings with but also offered better credit facilities, Moreover, the
social relationship which developed in this case was less strained than that
in which Indians had dealings with Europeans, Indian shopkeepers also made
better arrangements for organizing the sale of essential grains and lentils
which formed the staple diet of Indians,

The larger Indian commercial concerns--about 19 in number at the
beginning of 1914 comprising both wholesale and retall business——6o were
smaller versions of the Buropean firms based in Suva. There was a marked
absence of an Indian trading class who possessed the capital as well as the
expertise to offer anylcompetition to these firms on a large scale, Within
the existing group of Indian merchants were J. P. Maharaj and Ram Roop who,
basically, were products of the indenture system. Again, these merchants
simply filled the vacuum which existed between Indians and Europeans. The
latter group encountered little threat from them, because they or their
headquarters in Australia supplied the merchandise which in turn was sold to
Indians., 1t was certainly a trade relation which Europeans controlled,

There was definitely a need for a class of merchants who could
adequately perform an important function with the expanding community which
was increasingly throwing off the shackles of indenture., Only one such
merchant had the potential as well as the entrepreneurial skills to acquire
this role, This was Veerappa Moothaiya Pillay who came to Fiji from Madras
as an 'unassisted' emigrant prior to the war., Pillay's commercial link with
Madras, together with his ability to move into the western area of Viti Levu
where the majority of the Sou;h Indian population was located, made him an
important factor on the economic scene., He set himself up as a general

merchant and recruited skilled assistants from a commercial background, from

Madras., V. M, Pillay was the first Indian merchant who imported goods on a
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large scale from India., His exclusive concern for the needs of the Indian
population served as an example for other Indian businessmen including
Gujaratis, Both Appabhai Patel and M, N, Naidu, who came in 1914 and
emerged as formidable merchants later, followed the pattern which Pillay had
established,

Manilal's presence in Fiji received some publicity in Baroda where there
was common knowledge of the large settlement of Indians in Fiji, Prior to
Manilal only one other person from that region had attempted to come to
Fiji, In 1908, Dahyabhai Shankerbhai Patel, from the village of Dharmaj in
Petlad District, had applied for a passport to proceed to Fiji via Australia,
Déhyabhai was a general merchant and commission agent in his village who was
interested in opening an import and export agency in Fiji, Though Dahyabhai
received his passport to travel to Fiji he emigrated to East Africa instead,
After Dahyabhal, nobody from the area, north of Baroda City, showed anj
interest in Fiji until Manilal went there, Late in 1913, Appabhai Lalubhai
Patel, a primary school teacher from the village of Dharmaj, made plans to
travel to Australia to seek his fortune, While in Baroda City he met Manilal's
relatives who furnished him with a letter'of introduction,'in case he
pioceeded to Fiji., Appabhai reached Australia in early 1914 during midwinter
and found the cold conditions unbearable, Coming from a strict vegetarian
background, he was also taken aback by the sight of red meat displayed in
a butchershop situated directly in front of the lodging house where he lived
while in Sydney. He befriended some Punjabis who suggested that he should
go to New Zealand where he could have the company of other Gujaratis,
Appabhai proceeded to New Zealand but confronted similar conditions to those
in Australia, His Gujaratl friends then told him about the possibilities in
Fiji. After spending a month in New Zealand, he boarded a steamer which was
bound for Fiji. Upon his arrival in Suva he contacted Manilal who offered

him employment as his clerk, Appabhai refused because he had designs of
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opening his own business, He remained in Suva but economic necessity soon
forced him to seek employment as a clerk in a bakery owned by Alfred Herick
(commonly known to Indians in Suva as 'Alu Saheb')., Working as a clerk in
Herick's bakery not only provided him an excellent opportunity to develop his
business acumen but also brought him into contact with leading members of
the Indian community. The Gujarati Sonis of Suva befriended him and
affectionately nicknamed him 'Bapa."” J. P, Maharaj, whose business was
close to Herick's bakery, became his close friend, a relationship which
materialized into a major business partnership a few years later. Appabhal
remained in Herick's employment for six months only after which he decided
to open his own trading store, stocked with goods imported mainly from
Calcutfa. As his business grew, he turned to his homeland to recruit his
relatives and friends--people whom he could trust--to help him turn his small
business into a network of trading stores located in all the 'sugar towns' of
Viti Levu.62

The nonindentured Indian population of Fiji increased rapidly between
1914 and 1917. At the end of 1914 it was 37,754 (71 per cent) out of a total
Indian population of 53,356 and by the end of 1917 it had reached a figure of
52,091 (85 per cent) out of the total of 61,153.63 The number of indentured
laborers was rapidly declining, especially at a time when indentured migration
suffered a series of setbacks. First, the Indian Government halted emigration
temporarily in November 1914 but allowed its resumption early in 1915. During
1915 Fiji received the last large shipment of indentured laborers from both
Calcutta and Madras. Then in March 1916 a motion was introduced in the
Imperial Legislative Council of India which advocated the abolition of
indentured emigration, A year later the Indian Government enacted a special
measure under the Defense of India Act to prohibit indentured emigration to

the British Colonies so as to enable itself to attend to the labor require-

ments of the military campalgn in Mesopotamla. Recruitment was suspended for



L1
the duration of the war and for a two-year period thereafter. Fiji received
its final batch of indentured emigrants in 1916,

None of these measures contained any provisions for the control of
'unassisted' emigration in which individuals left India under rules and
regulations governing the issuance of passports. While the Government of
India reviewed the whole question of emigration, its chief concern was with
the control of the emigration of unskilled workers, But at the outbreak of
‘the war it also took up the question of emigration under the passport system,

The system of passports was introduced in 1900 to enable Indian students
in BEngland to visit foreign countries.éu Passports eventually replaced
certificates of identity as valid proof that a person was a British subject
or a British protected person of a Native State, Basically, they were intended
to provide adequate identification and prgtection at a time when a number of
countries introduced stringent immigration rules and regulations governing
the entry of Asians. Between 1901 and 1904 the Governments of Cape Colony,
South Rhodesia, and the Commonwealth of Australia had enacted measures to
curtail unrestricted entry of various categories of Indians, The adverse
conditions faced by Punjabi immigrants in New Caledonia and the decision of
the Government of Canada in 1907 to restrict Asian immigration, soon obliged
the Indian CGovernment to formulate a uniform set of rules and regulations
governing emigration through the passport system., The Indian Government
first made it mandatory for all British Indian subjects or subjects of Native.
States who wished to travel to foreign countries to procure valid passports
before their departure from India, Then in 1909 it imposed a time limit of
five years on validity of all passports. Later, in 1916, the government
also empowered its Local Governments and Agents to issue passports "without
reference to the Government of India."65 It had taken this step to facilitate
the issuing of passports; thus enabling itself to concentrate on the problems

of indentured emigration, By 1917 the passport system became a permanent
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fixture of 'unassisted' emigration under the Defense of India (Passport)
Rules.66

Increased 'free' emigration coincided with the Indian Government's moves
to suspend indentured emigration. The formulation of clear-cut passport
guidelines generally complied with the concern to provide adequate protection
to Indians travelling abroad but also enabled the government to maintain
vigilance over their movement., As a rule the authorities were hesitant to
hamper the movement of Indians to other areas because they had no intention
of interfering directly with the liberty of Indians wishing to leave without
assistance from anybody. In the first place, 'unassisted' emigration was
not plagued by the innumerable difficulties which indentured emigration
presented. The experience of the Government of Bombay on 'unassisted’
emigration spoke for itself, From Bombay there was considerable emigration to
East Africa and Zanzibar which was confined to clerks and skilled artisans who
moved to and fro quite freely, sometimes with their families, without any
degree of supervision from the local government.67 Secondly, there was
general satisfaction with the record of the Crown Colonies on the gquestion
of 'free' immigration. The authorities acknowledged that colonies which
imported Indian laborers under indenture had "never opposed the entrance of
free Indian immigrants of the mercantile or other class,” though the main
preference was for cultivators and artisans.68 Accordingly, a consistent
" policy was maintained toward 'free' emigration which still remained unchanged
even when a new Emigration Bill to control. emigration was introduced in the
Indian Legislative Council in 1922,

After the abolition of the indenture system in 1920 the critics of
emigration wanted controls on the movement of unskilled labor to prevent any
revival of indentured emigration, By contrast, advocates of 'free' emigration
thought that this rigid categorization covered a large number of persons such

as clerks, who went around as assistants of merchants, and who would be
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greatly inconvenienced if additions were made to the passport provisions.
The government was not keen on placing restrictions on 'free' emigration
because it would be "unjustifiable interference with the liberty of the
subject,” a point which was firmly reiterated during the debate on emigration
in 1922.69 Its stance was based on the simple premise that 'free' emigration
presupposed a certain amount of "intelligence, money, and enterprise" which
enabled the individual to decide for himself. Thus, the authorities
consistently granted passports to all individuals who went through a process
of initial scrutiny and satisfied certain conditions. They did not take into
consideration the immigration policy of the countries for which they issued
passports or advise the intending emigrants about the conditions prevailing in
the colonies, The authorities only warned them.of the risk they would incur
of being refused admission if emigrants failed to fulfil the conditions in the
immigration policy of the country in question.7o

During World War I and after, Fiji still maintained an open-door policy
"for the entry of all British subjects who desired either to travel or to
settle down."71 In this, Fiji was unique and stood in direct contrast to
other British territories and possessions in the Pacific, Australia had
already enacted measures restricting Asian immigration, and in 1914 New
Zealand imposed a dictation test on persons desiring to enter the country.,
The authorities there brought the education test into effect to prevent any
influx of "ex-indentured Indians and their descendants" from Fiji into New
Zealand., In 1919 a written test was introduced which required an emigrant
"to write out and sign in a Buropean language an application submitted to
him by the Collector of Customs at the port of arrival in the Dominion."72

Fiji's attitude toward unassisted emigration reflected a modification
of its earlier position in 1912 when it attempted to restrict any other type

of emigration except that of indentured laborers. The Government, being the

official spokesman of the sugar interests, tried to impress upon the Indian



Government that the colony's prosperity was tied to the labor supply from
India; and desired the resumption of emigration after the war, Indian
attitudes, as a result of the agitation against indentured labor and inspite
of the favorable criticisms of the McNeil-Chiman Lal Report, had hardened
toward any form of emigration "based on fraudulent recruitment,"” which
involved the "slavery of men,"” and "resulted in the prostitution of women."73
Alternatives were souéht, and the interested parties--the sugar concerns,
the British Government, the Indian Government, and the’?iji Government--
became embroiled in a series of maneuvers to devise some scheme that would
satisfy all parties, including Indian public opinion, The focus was on the
permanent settlement of Indians and the possibility of encouraging agricul-

74

tural settlers with families. The key in Fiji's bid for resumption of

assisted emigration was to show how the condition of Indians was considerably

befter in Fiji than in India. The main concern was to convince Indian

authorities that immigrants were being accorded "exactly the same legal,

political and religious rights, privileges, and duties as are afforded to other

inhabitants of whatever race."75
The increasing prosperity of Indians in Fiji was a crucial factor in

the argument for the resumption of emigration. This was intricately related

to 'unassisted' emigration because 'free' immigrants entered Fiji without any

costs to the colony and made positive contributions to its economic . B

development. The Fiji Government pointed to Indian business concerns which

it claimed were thriving, and to the increased earning and purchasing power

of 'free' Indians.which was now prompting "Indians of the mercantile class"

to come to the colony.76 It was simply in no position to place any

restrictions on the entry of 'unassisted' immigrants in: spite of previous efforts

to that effect in 1912, Such a move could have brought serious repercussions

and would have proved adverse to the government's intention to attract more

Tndian settlers, The Indian critics of the indenture system would have
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certainly used the issue to Jjustify their arguments against colonies which
discriminated against Indians. The Indian Government, which had already
developed a hardened attitude toward the resumption of indentured emigration,
would have been very difficult to deal with during the deliberations on the
scheme for permanent settlement of Indians in Fiji., Moreover, FiJji already
had adequate measures to prevent the entry of undesirable immigrants; it
would have jeopardized its chances of receiving more 'assisted' immigrants,
if tighter measures, similar to those in Australia or New Zealand, were
enacted to control the entry of other Indians.

A number of factors provided the impetus to 'free' emigration to Fiji
after 1915, These include the reopening of the shipping routes between the
Pacific and India; prohibitive measures in other British possessions and
territories which restricted the entry of Indians and the absence of such laws
in Fiji; dissatisfaction with conditions in India which forced an increasing
number of repatriated ex-indentured emigrants to return to Fiji; revision of
rules and procedures for issuing passports which placed the passport system
under the jurisdiction of Local Governments in India and enabled intending
travellers to obtain passports more readily; the hesitation on the part of
the Indian Government to restrict emigration under the system of passports
on the ground that this would be direct interference with the liberty of
Indians wishing to leave without any assistance from anybody. Above all,
the Government of Fiji, in its attempt to secure the resumption of assisted
emigration from India, helped to publicize Fiji as an ideal place for
settlement, and went to the extent of asking the Indian Government "to second
men from the Indian public services" to work as clerks and interpreters in
Fiji.77

The measures, and the subsequent ban, against indentured emigration had

the effect of attracting Gujaratis, in particular, to Fiji, The arrival of

these immigrants became more pronounced from 1916; although a few had arrived
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prior to that, The push toward Fiji from Gujarat was still a preserve of
the Sonis and, to a lesser extent; the Khatris; but other‘Gujarati caste -
groupings began to make their presence felt as well., From the Baroda
Division of Baroda State the movement toward Fiji was still insignificant,
Only one other Gujarati of the same caste as Appabhal came to Fiji between
1914 and 1916, This was Chimanﬁhai Patel from Bhadran, an important village
of the Charotar area (present-day Kheda District), situated east of Baroda -
City. The majority of the Gujaratis were from the southern parts of British
and Princely Gujarat. A few Kolis arrived in 1915 and Joined the ranks of
the Indian hawkers in Suva, The following year, no less than 124 Gujaratis

78

made applications for passports in India to proceed to Fiji. A few applica~
tions came from individuals who were intending to return to Fiji after a

short visit to India. One such person was Gopal Anandji who had induced
Ranchhod Bhagwan, another Khatri, to Jjoin him, Accompanying them were Motiram
Narsey and his younger son Jivan. The largest contingent consisted of various
agriculturalists who wished to work as cloth merchants, hawkers, and fruit

and vegetable vendors in Fiji. Kolis, who fell into the general category

of agricultural laborers, comprised a significant portion of this group.
Seventeen Sonis from Porbandar, Junagadh, Navanagar, and Bhavnagar also
applied for passports to travel to Fiji. There were only a few applications
from persons belonging to the artisan castes--Dhobl (washerman), Mochi
(shoemaker), and Darji (tailor).

Agriculturalists again constituted the largest singie group of applicants
in the following year--80 out of a total of 145 passport applications for
Fij'l.79 The overwhelming majority were from South Gujarat--from Surat
District in British Gujarat and from the Navsari Division of Baroda State,

In 1917; the number of Sonis who wished to travel to Fiji doubled as well--

the push being from Porbandar; Junagadh, and Jamnagar, There were 12 Khatri

applicants but few applications from persons belonging to other artisan castes,
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The only Mochi in the latter category was Dullabh Kalyan who had lived in
Fiji from 1910 to 1913; but there were no Dhobis and Navs, For the first
time, Muslim Gujaratis began to show interest in the area but the number was
minute--2 out of the entire total.

For some Gujaratis, Fiji offered the means to circumvent immigration
restrictions elsewhere, This was the tendency among the Kolis who generally
had relatives in New Zealand but could not go there because of the literacy
test, These immigrants came to Fiji with the hope of acquiring some knowledge
of English before proceeding to New Zealand, Some Kolis and agriculturalists
undertook the journey to Fiji only when thelr relatives or friends there
agreed to provide financial assistance.so This group, as a whole, either
became hawkers or performed some type of agricultural labor in Fiji,

Emigration among the Sonis and Khatris became more organized after 1916
and did not occur in the same manner as the haphazard movement of agricultural
laborers. Between 1915 and 1917, the first Gujarati emigrants, who had come
to Fiji before the war, had returned to their homeland and had given consider-
able publicity to the opportunities in Fiji. Others returned to rejoin their
families., The immensity of the distance which the Sonis had to travel
between Fiji and Gujarat convinced them that it would be financially less
burdensome to take their families with them to Fiji., The presence of
Chunilal Ganji in Porbandar in 1916 generated considerable interest in Fiji,
Toward the end of 1916, he made plans to return with his wife and four-month
old daughter. Jadavji Bhimji and his wife, and five other Sonis from
Porbandar, accompanied him, In 1917, 32 of 40 Sonis who applied for passports
were from Porbandar, including 3 families.81 Manilal's wife, Jayakumari, and
their infant son, were among the five or six families who went in 1917.82
The Khatris also encouraged friends and relatives to go to Fiji where there

was a good scope for tailors; Motiram Narsey, Gopal Anandji, and Narotam

Karsandas were in Navsari in 1916 as well; they provided the impetus for
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increasing Khatri emigration to Fiji. Narsey and Anandji returned to Fiji
. that year with 2 more Khatris, and in 1917 Narotam Karsandas returned
accompanied by 11 other Khatris--friends and relatives--who intended to work
for either the Narsey or Narotam business concerns. Chimanbhal Patel had
also asked his brother Manibhai in Bhadran to join him,

The authorities in Fiji interpreted thé influx of Gujaratis as an indica-
tion of the growing prosperity of Indians. They had noticed the movement of
shopkeepers and hawkers to the western districts of Viti Levu, In the
Immigration Report for 1917, the authorities drew particular attention to
the more expensive manner in which the average Indian dressed himself and
his family, and-also to the increasing number of Indians who owned horses
and vehicles. They were quite impressed with the inititative Indians had
taken in developing the town of Namoli in Lautoka., Indians owned‘most of the
trading stores there, and toward those areas of the town where the indigenous
population resided they had acquired additional land on which they had built
more business premises-- jewelers, bootmakers and tailors being represented
as well., Some were also investing their savings in "vehicles (both horse-
drawn and motor) which were running for hire and being patronized,” Further,
evidence of this prosperity, as witnessed by the authorities, was the great
demand for goldsmiths and silversmiths., They certainly noticed the "increase
in the number of the jeweller class" who were "visiting the Colony and
carrying on their calling."83 But the authorities failed to realize that the
demand for Sonars could have been prompted by lack of banking facilities in
the western areas or that many Indians were merely looking for alternative
forms of investment from savings which they would otherwise bury.84 Much to
their surprise the official mind in India was less exuberant about the rosy
picture of the Indians in Fiji.

The few years preceding the abolishment of indenture were critical for

the future of 'free' emigration to Fiji. During this time Gujarati immigrants
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continued to arrive steadily reaching a peak in 1918, The thrust was still
from the agricultural districts of Navsarl Division in Baroda State. The
high number of prospective emigrants (218 in 1918) seeking passports for Fiji
ralsed the bogey of indentured labor in Baroda State, The authorities there
conducted a high-level inquiry into the entire process of emigration, They
examined the factors which caused emigration and could not find any evidence
of indentured emigration among the residents of Baroda State who went abroad,
Their chief concern was to establish a "Bureau of Emigration"” with some
authority to regulate emigration from the State.85 Though they had limited
success in this matter, they, nevertheless, displayed a sentiment toward
the question of indentured emigration which had become uniform throughout
India, This sentiment was an inauspicious sign for Fiji,

The pattern of Gujarati emigration in 1919 was indicative of the impending
crisis in Fiji., There was a considerable drop in passport applications from
Gujaratis that year (almost by half from the previous year).86 The agricul-
tural class of Gujaratis seemed somewhat hesitant to leave India, The issue
of passports had been halted temporarily in Baroda to enable the authorities
there to establish the machinery for keeping a closer watch on the movement
of Gujaratis from the laboring class whom the authorities believed were
being recruited as indentured laborers in Fiji. Careful official scrutiny
certainly acted as a deterrent, In addition, the Government of New Zealand
introduced a more stringent literacy test which caused prospective emigrants
to reconsider the wisdom of proceeding to Fiji where they had hoped to acquire
some knowledge of English before going on to New Zealand. Those who went to
Fiji generally recognized a demand for their skills, Perhaps this accounted
for the Tise in the number of applications from Gujaratis of the artisan and
serving castes——washermen; bootmakers; barbers, carpenters, masons,’ and
tailors, Khatris; for the first time; forged ahead of the Sonis who showed

the biggest drop of gll groups. They followed in the wake of the conditions
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which their caste-fellows had created, Gopal Anandji, the Narsey family,
and other Khatris who were operating tailoring shops encouraged friends and
relatives to come as their businesses expanded, Family emigration was
restricted to the more established and successful Gujaratis., Appabhai had
now expanded his business and entered into a partnership with J, P. Maharaj
and Chimanthai Patel, He had returned to In&ia in 1918, and in the following
year made plans to take his wife, and several relatives, including two
brothers-in-law from Nondhna in Broach, with him to Fiji.

The political stalemate between the Governments of India and Fiji over
the indenture system became an important factor determining the flow of
immigrants to Fiji. The Governments of India and Fiji reached an impasse
over the type of Indian emigration schemé which would be agreeable to both
sides, The scheme of 'aided' colonization as espoused by the Inter-
Departmental Conference in London was rejected by both critics in India and
the two major sugar companies in Fiji-—the.Colonial Sugar Refinihg Company
and the Vancouver-Fiji Sugar Company.87 Moreover, the offiéial mind in India
challenged the Fiji Government's characterization of Indian immigrants as
being prosperous., Though officials agreed with the contention that Indians
were doing exceedingly well in the colonies, they did not consider it
"necessary for an Indian to go through the process of indenture in order to
arrive at thisfavourableposition."88

C. F. Andrews, who had become one of the most outspoken critics of
indentured emigration, visited Fiji in 1917. He discovered that a large
section of the agricultural population had remained unaffected by prosperity
and was facing difficult times under the strain of rising prices, In a
scathing report, which his critics accused of being highly biased and
inaccurate, he showed how Indians had remained untouched by social and
political progress in the colony. In 1919; Andrews reiterated his stand

that "the Fiji Government cannot be expected to do full justice in larger
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matters of Indian interest, because its financial prosperity is closely
bound up with the interest of such a monopoly as the C.S.R."89 Unfortunately
for the Fiji Government's position, Andrew's assessment of the situation was
accepted by the Colonial Office, the India Office, and the Indian Government,
Later that year the Government of India recommended the discontinuance of
'assisted’ emigration and concentrated on freeing "every Indian in Fiji from
indenture.”

The Government of Fiji, as well as the C,S,R,, the major sugar concern,
responded to this challenge in a number of ways. The Governor of the Colony
tried to discredit:Andrews, pointing to the biased nature of his report
which "cast an unjust and unmerited slur not only upon the employers of labor
and the Government but upon the EBuropean community of thié Colony."90 To
the Colonial Office, he wrote: "The prosperity enjoyed by Indians who are
not under indenture indicates that steady hablts of industry and some
knowledge of agriculture were acquired during the period of indenture, A
system that can produce such results does not appear to merit undeserved

condemnation."91

But the overall response from England was not favorable,
The Colonial Office, recognizing the need for change, sent a new Gévernor to
Fiji who initiated the move toward the cancellation of all outstanding
indentures. Toward the end of 1918 the Planter's Convention (in Fiji)
passed a resolution supporting a system of immigration "which provides for
absolute freedom on the part of the labourer and employer."92 In August 1919
the Legislative Council of Fiji adopted a motion to cancel all indentures
effective August 1, 1920, The new Governor laid the groundwork for an
unofficial mission to visit India to argue, before the Indian publié, Fiji's
case for more Indian settlers. Fearing a boisterous challenge in the forth-
coming session of the indian Legislature, the Indian authorities expressed

their misgivings about the unofficial mission which they believed would face

a monumental task unless all outstanding indentures were cancelled on
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December 31, 1919 (the date suggested by Andrews) and a system of 'free'
emigration to Fiji under wholesome conditions established.93 The Viceroy
reiterated this position in his speech at the opening of the Imperial
Legislative Council at Simla on September 3, 1919,

The unofficiél mission from Fiji embarked for India in late 1919, The
general mood in India was not one of accommodation but reflected opposition
to any propqsal from the mission unless the FiJji Government cancelled all
indentures, At this time, Thomas Hughes, a high ranking official of the
C.S.R,, was in England on a separate mission to the Colonial Office to present
his suggestions "for a new system of aiding Indians to settle elsewhere in
the British Empire as colonists" and "promoting free colonization within the

ok

Empire."” The Colonial Office was definitely impressed by Hughes' construc-
tive proposals which it felt could strengthen the Fiji mission's position in
India provided that the Government of Fiji took the initiative in convincing
all skeptics of its sincerity in improving the conditions of Indians in Fiji.
On January 3, 1920, the Indian Government issued a press communique”

containing the contents of a telegram from the Governor of Fiji to the
Colonial Office., It ran as follows:

January 2, 1920. On unanimous advice of the

Executive Council and with the concurrence

of Council of Planters and majority of elected

members I have issued orders cancelling all

indegtures of Bast Indian labourers from this

day. >
A week later another telegram arrived outlining the Fiji Government's plans
to remove some of the political disabilities of the Indians there through
the introduction of communal representation on an elective basis. The Fiji
Government recognized the political expediency of deliberating with the
Tndian Government in an atmosphere of goodwill and reconciliation, However,

it was denied this initiative when on January 15, 1920, discontentment over

rising prices; and the demand for high wages, resulted in a strike followed



53
by extensive rioting, embroiling the Colony in labor disturbances for the
next two years., The first strike lasted a month and it received extensive
coverage in India, especially after the expulsion of the alleged ringleaders,
including Manilal Doctor and his wife, from Fiji, The Indian indignation was
best expressed by Gandhi who considered it "inadvisable to stimulate even

"96

'free' emigration to Fiji. Within a short time, the Indian press became
very critical of the Fiji Government's handling of the situation, once again
forcing the Government of India into reexamining its position on encouraging
any form of emigration to Fiji,

Fiji was no longer assured of a labor supply unless an alternative
scheme of emigration could be devised to replace the indenture system, But
the abolition of the indenture system in 1920 had little effect on 'free'
emigration from India. In fact, by this stage, 'free' Indians who came to
Fiji without assistance from any government had become an important part of
the immigrant community in Fiji, Though the indenture system had been in
operation since 1879, 'passenger' or 'free' immigration first gained momentum
after 1900, The inward flow was influenced by immigration restrictions in
countries which had previously accepted Indians readily and by the lack of
similar controls in Fiji, The main types of 'free' immigrants were ex-
indentured laborers, who had been repatriated to India and who reemigrated
to Fiji; Punjabis who came after encountering unfavorable conditions in other
areas such as New Caledonia; and Gujaratis from a few caste groupings who
came in search of opportunity or to ply their traditional skills.,

The growth of the sugar industry in Fiji and the subsequent development
of towns also acted as an incentive to 'free' immigration. Other inducements
came from the changing structure of Indian immigrant society and from the need
for a commercial class of Indians to perform an important function within the
expanding community, Betﬁeen 1910 and 1914, the economic expansion in Fiji

and the growing needs of the Indian population continued to attract 'free'
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immigrants, especially Gujaratis and Punjabis. Moreover, the administrative
responsibilities of the government resulted in the introduction of another
category of 'free' Indians to perform clerical duties, Furthermore, the lack
of trained priests among the community led to the arrival of religious
dignitaries with their conflicting ideologies, Indian leaders in Fiji
lacked political and legal expertise which soon brought a Gujarati lawyer
and other aspiring reformers who merely added to the strains and stresses
within the community., The main incentives after 1917 came from Fiji's open-
door policy toward 'free' immigration, the reopening of shipping routes
between the Pacific and India, and the revision of passport rules in India
which facilitated emigration under the passport system contrary to the general
assumption that the Indian Government had no interest in unofficial emigration.

As for Gujarati emlgration, it became more pronounced after 1916,
Agricultural castes showed the most interest in Fiji but encountered
considerable official surveillance in such areas as Baroda.State, Only a
few Gujarati caste groupings, such as Sonis and Khatris, had become
established by 1920, but these groups were instrumental in laying the

necessary groundwork through which other Gujaratis came to Fijli after 1920,
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CHAPTER III

FIJI AND INDIAN IMMIGRATION AFTER INDENTURE, 1921-1945

The abolition of the indenture system in 1920 was indicative of an
increasing sensitivity on the part of the Government of India and the leading
nationalists about the issue of emigration during a period of considerable
political change. This sensitivity reflected a new awareness of the place
and importance of India and Indians within the British Empire, certainly
influenced by the Indian contribution to the war effort, Montagu's declara-
tion in 1917 concerning reforms and a promise of dominion status, and the
inclusion of an Indian representative in the Imperial War Cabinet, It made
Indians feel that unless the stigma of 'coolieism' was removed permanently,
India would always occupy an inferior status in its dealings with other parts
of the British Empire, which would be inconsistent with its political
objectives.1

The indenture system left a very bitter legacy because of the inhumane
treatment of laborers. It created a general animosity toward colonial
governments which had condoned many of the abuses in the system. Furthermore,
it made Indians acutely aware of the unequal treatment of their countrymen in
many parts of the British Empire in matters concerning the franchise, the
édministration of immigration laws, the right to own land and to trade under
the same conditions as othér settlers, and the claim to British citizensh’:lp.2
Above all, it led to the decision to bring emigration under strict government
control and to convince the rest of the British Empire that India was no
longer prepared to condone emigration of Indians for labor purposes even as
a temporary measure,

The attempt to attractIndian settlers to Fiji under an officially
sanctioned system of emigration is discussed in the first section of this

chapter, Subsequent sections of the chapter deal first with the socio-economic
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conditions in Fiji which continued to attract Indian immigrants, and then
with the kinds of migrants who came in the 1920s and 1930s. This chapter
will show that it was not only the bitter legacy of the indenture system and
the sensitivity of Indians on the emigration question, but also the Indian
Government's perception of the situation in Fiji which thwarted any attempt
to devise an alternative scheme of emigration to the indenture system.

Though Indians no longer came to Fiji under an officially sanctioned system,
'unassisted' or 'free' immigrants continued to migrate to the colony.
Pactors such as the survival of the sugar industry, Fiji's lax immigration
laws, increasing opportunities for economic advancement, and the breakdown
of Fiji's isolation from the rest of the world are also examined in terms
of their effect on Indian migration to Fiji after 1920. Another important
concern of the chapter ié the impact of Punjabl and Gujarati immigrants,
especially the latter, on Indian society in Fiji, It will be shown that the
exuberance which allowed this category of immigfants to enter Fiji at random
in the 1920s was shortlived. Because these recent immigrants began to surpass
local Indians in the economic sphere, immigration controls were quickly
introduced to curtail thelr entry.

The labor troubles in Fiji and the impending racial crisis in Kenya in
1920 did 1little to change Indian attitudes toward emigration. The unofficial
mission from Fiji, which came to conduct deliberations for renewed emigration
to Fiji,: soon discovered that the.sentiments of both the Government of India
and the leading nationalists on the emigration issue were identical, The
Indian press was also hostile but the most scathing attacks came from Gandhi
who was very vocal on the emigration issue.throughout 1920.3 The laboxr
disturbances had evidently raised serious doubts about the future of Indians
in Fiji,

The situation in Fiji appeared to be critical, as seen by the Fiji

Government's response to the strike, The slump in the sugar industry and a
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substantial rise in the cost of living caused considerable dissatisfaction
among the predominantly agricultural Indian population, but also had put
tremendous strains on wage earners who resided in the urban centers., In
anticipation of large wage increases, employees of the Public Works Department
and the Municipal Council went on strike in Suva. Later the strike spread to
Nausori and Levuka and soon engulfed the sugar-growing areas in Rewa and
Navua, Fortunately, the northwestern regions remained calm, perhaps due to
the offer of the C,5,R, to pay an additional bonus for every ton of cane
harvested, The strike lasted a month and presented the Fiji Government with
its first major labor dispute.u Rather than treat it as such, the government
was quick to associate it with Indian nationalist agitation and embarked on a
'pacification' program which included a show of force by naval vessels from
New Zealand and Australia, The most alarming development was the polariza-
tion of races with animosities becoming quite apparent between Indians and
Europeans. Native Fijians we¥e recruited to augment the police force and the
government also recelved considerable assisfance from "loyal Indian British
Subjects,' under the leadership of Bhadri Maharaj and Peter'Grant, to contain
the dispute.

Reaction in India was particularly hostile, The Indian press was
incensed over the riots and the treatment of the strike leaders, as were the
leading nationalists, Gandhi was appalled by the treatment of Manilal and
Jayakumari whom.he regarded as an 'adopted daughter,' and certainly a
political protege (after all, she had actively participated in his nascent
satyagraha movement in Natal in 1913).5 Even more disconcerting, especially
to the Indian Government, was the Fiji Government's disparaging attitude
toward strikers in a despatch to the Colonial Office in which it had depicted
them as "an inferior class," (women, of course, were of the "lowest classes")

in comparison with Indians "belonging to the north-western districts" who
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Though suspicion and caution characterized the Indian Government's
attitude toward the mission from Fiji, it wés eventually left to the British
Guiana and Fiji Emigration Committee of the Indian Legislative Council to
consider and report on the emigration proposals for Fiji.7 There were
actually two emigration proposals before the Indian Govermment--that which
had been presented by the Fiji miséion and another by Thomas Hughes, a high-
ranking official of the C.S.R., who came to India to offer his assistance to
the mission.

The scheme of the Fiji deputation entailed a system of both free and
assisted emigration which included the encouragement of Indian settlement,
no restrictions on emigrants desiring to work under any particular employer,
and no financial charge to the Indian treasury in operating the scheme, Above
all, the colonial government agreed to bear half the cost of repatriation of
an Indian desiring to return after a stay of three years and the entire cost
after seven.years. However, this scheme was not as comprehensive as that
advocated by Hughes. In contrast, Hughes wished to restrict the recruitment
of 'colonists' to Madras because religious objections to emigration were less
there than in Northern India. He also felt that the labor requirements of
the Assam tea estates could produce strong economic objections to emigration
in Northern India.8

In a conscious effort to align official policy with the prevailing
nationalist sentiment on emigration (Surendra Nath Banerjea was, after all,
chéirman of the Emigration Committee), the Indian Government adopted a tough
stance against the deputation from Fiji, The Emigration Committee's report,
released in March 1920, had urged the government to press for "political and
economic equality" for Indians in Fiji and to send a deputation to Fiji "to
test the scheme and especially to the question of the adequacy of wages."9

Therefore, the Indian Government was not willing to settle for any assurance

other than that "by ordinance with the approval of the Colonial Office that
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the position of Indians in FiJji would be equal to that of any class of His
Majesty's subjects."lo Moreover, it was only prepared to sanction emigration
if the report of the proposed deputation to Fiji proved to be satisfactory.

After consultation with the authorities at home, the mission from Fiji
readily provided these guarantees which were as much the logical response to
nationalist hostility in India as they were part of a calculated effort to
convince Indian authorities of changes which were in store for the Indians
in Fiji., Bssentially the Fiji Government agreed to refrain from tampering
with Indian rights or altering them to the detriment of that community; the
Indians in Fiji would be entitled to the same trading and commercial privileges
as the Buropeans; there Woﬁld be no modifications of the existing municipal
rights; and the proposed political concessions, allowing two elected Indian
representatives in the Legislative Council, would not.be withdrawn., Later,
in July 1920, it reiterated this pledge to the Colonial Office "to give
the guarantee asked for (including the general guarantees by Ordinance)."ll

Though the official mood in Fiji should have paved the way for the early
resumption of emigration, the Government of India did very little to hasten
the process. There was a certain degree of ambivalence in the manner in which
the Indian authorities tackled the problem, While they welcomed the proposals
for the new emigration schemes, they were far more perceptive to the demands
of Indians who advocated a policy of caution. Hence, the official policy
reflected the general Indian sentiment which contalned a great distrust of
colonial governments under the control of planters whose only concern was to
secure an adequate supply of Indian laborers without attending to their
material and psychological needs.

There was actually no immediate solution to the emigration question.
Public opinion in Indiawas.still embittered by the Fiji Government's actions

during the labor disturbances, Speculation about an exodus of Indians from

Fiji to their homeland was also belng widely publicized in India, At a time
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when Indians in Fiji were feeling very apprehensive over their predicament,
the Indian press and the Indian public concentrated on rights and privileges
on the assumption that the eradication of disabilities would invariably lead
to the betterment of the community there., The Indian Government also showed
more concern for its public image rather than acting on the Fiji question at
an opportune moment., Public indignation in India and the decision to wait
for the report on the cost of living from Fiji were largely responsible for
the delay in sending a deputation to Fiji,

In the meanwhile, the situation in Fiji continued to deteriorate after
the disturbances, Faced with unemployment and poverty, many ex-indentured
Indians began to consider repatriation to India as the only alternative to
their predicament in the colony. There were actually 11,000 Indians who
registered with the government for repatriation to India.12 Disillusionment
over the government's callous attitude during the disturbances merely
intensified the desire for repatriation, The drift toward India began
gradually in 1920 but by the end of the year 4,741 ex-indentured Indians
had returned.13 Adding to all the confusion was growing speculation about
a mass exodus from Fiji which the Indian Government was now anxious to prevent.

Scrutiny of the report on the cost of living in Fiji quickly convinced
Indian authorities of the serious economic grounds for dissatisfaction among
the Indians there. The colonization scheme soon gave way to a more pressing
need "to enquire into conditions and ascertain the causes of dj.scon’cent."lLL
The Indian Government could no longer evade any responsibility in this issue
because Fiji actually had no alternatives to Indian immigration--proposals
to employ Chinese laborers and to import surplus Tamil labor from Ceylon were
rejected by the Colonial Office. Above all, it was also anxious to clear up
an embarrassing situation which the nationalists at home were effectively

using to their advantage.

Bad publicity surrounding the predicament = of destitute repatriated
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Indians in Calcutta provided additional incentive to prevent the threatened
exodus from Fiji. In 1920, 6,544 immigrants returned to India from the
colonies and in 1921 the figure doubled.15 Over half the repatriétes within
this two-year period were from Fiji, Many returnees were experiencing
numerous difficulties in readjusting to their old environment, Large numbers
of repatriated immigrants were unable to find employment because of
unfavorable economlic conditions in India, After years of absence in the
colonies some were also unable to revert to a traditional pattern of
existence which they now found intolerable., Others who had returned to resume
their old kinsghip ties in their villages were hard pressed to share thelr
savings with their kinfolk, Those who returned as paupers or had litile to
offer were invariably ostracized, Uncomfortable and bitter in the old
surroundings, many discontented repatriates drifted toward Calcutta with
high expectations of returning to the colonies, In Calcutta, the authorities
conducted a careful scrutiny of the repatriates who wished to leave India
again, Those who had adequate funds and possessed the proper travel documents
departed as 'passengers' to their destinations, The destitutes and the less
fortunate were permitted to leave only after the governments of British Guiana
and Fiji intervened on their behalf.16

A1l hopes of sending a deputation at an early date were shattered when
the situation in Fiji erupted again., In February 1921, laborers in the sugar
industry went on strike against the C,S.R. The strike started at Ba, soon
engulfed all the sugar districts in northwestern Viti Levu, and subsequently
spread to Labasa in Vanua Levu. Sugar mills in Navua and Nausorl were not
affected, It lasted six months until the end of August, Essentially,
workers struck for higher wages and better living conditions.l7‘ The response
from both the sugar company and the government was predictable. While the
C.S8.R, rebuffed claims for higher wages, though promising to.provide "chief

articles of food and clothing at the lowest possible cost," the Fiji



69

Government maintained its usual firm stance and deported strike-leaders,
notably Sadhu Bashist Muni, a controversial soclal reformer, whom it accused
of being "in collusion with non-cooperationists in India."l8

If there was indeed no immediate solution to the emigration question,
then this impasse stemmed from the fact that both governments were at
loggerheads. The Fiji Government simply did not want Indian authorities to
interfere in the domestic affairs of the colony, nor was it prepared to
entertain any deputation associated with the nationalist movement in India.19
On their part, the Indian authorities regarded this attitude as nothing short
of a calculated effort by the Fiji Government to whitewash their conduct
in suppressing the riots, While they were generally willing to comply with
the wishes of the colonial government, they were also very sensitive to
public opinion, especially at a time when the new emigration bill was being
debated in the Indian Legislative Council. Nevertheless, the Government of
India agreed to restrict itself to an inquiry "into the suitability of the
Colony for settlement by Indians and the question of land grants for deserving
Indian officers and men."20

The deputation to Fiji finally selected in December 1921, consisted of
G. L. Corbett (former Deputy Secretary in the Department of Commerce and
Industry), Venkatapathi Raju (a member of the Indian Legislative Council),
Govind Sharma (a member of the Legislative Council of the United Provinces),
and Lieutenant Hissam-ud-din Khan who was to ascertain whether conditions in
Fiji were suitable for the settlement of Indian soldiers, It arrived in
early February 1922 and remained in the colony for about two months, visiting
the principal cane-growing regions and other areas which had the potential
for Indian settlement, From the outset the visit was marred by controversy
which became more intense when the deputation released its interim

recommendations. Sympathizing overtly with the Indian workers, the

deputation expressed a deep sense of outrage at the C.S,R.'s reduction of
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the daily wage of cane workers by 40 per cent.21 First, it recommended the
repatriation of every Indian who was "legally entitled to free passage to
India" (in spite of the plight of repatriated immigranﬁs in Calcutta), Second,
the deputation called for a living wage for workers on the lines suggested
by the Inter-Departmental Conference in London in 1917; priority to be
given to unemployed Indians to work on the projected trunk road across Viti
Levu; and better land provisions for Indians wishing to settle permanently.22

Unfortunately, the Fiji Government could do very little to allay the
deputation’'s misgivings. There was little difficulty in agreeing to discharge
all liabilities toward repatriation, but it balked at establishing a statutory
minimum wage for workers in an effort to remain impartial in the dispute.
Perhaps there was no precedence for such legislation in other Britishcolonies,
As for the C,S.R., it even rejected the deputation's advice to operate
"without profit or even at a loss," which was a realistic suggestion
considering the company's"charitable' gesture toward New Zealand earlier;
the company also accused fhe Indian members of being biased and "entirely
unfit to conduct the enquiry,"” and protested vehemently to the Viceroy for
fear of an adverse final repor‘l:.23 But the more serious development was the
position adopted by the Buropean community which was angered by the utterances
of the Indian members of the deputation and by their visible display of
sympathy toward the Indian workers. Many planters had experienced the
crippling effects of the economic slump and icould'r;lot maintain thelir e_states'
without an adequate supply of agricultural 1aboreré. Some planters had turned
to the nativeFijians wholdemanded.high wages and sometimes proved to be
erratic workers, Without adequate upkeep, .choice farm lands were soon covered
with dense vegetation. As the crisis intensified, numerous planters reacted
by selling their livestock and, in eitreme cases, sold a considerable portion
of their landholdings to cover 1osses.

The sugar outlook continued to remain gloomy indeed, and the. company's
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lockout of its workers produced much anxiety over the possibility of the
industry collapsing entirely., There was increasing bitterness toward the
deputation and the entire Indién community, Both Europeans and native
Fijians questioned the motives of Indians during a period of economic distress
which affected all segments of the population, The local press was also very
criticél of the deputation, in effect articulating the growing opposition
"to any renewal of immigration of Indians to Fiji with a view to extensive
land settlement and to equality of political status of Indians and
Europea.ns."24 Obviously, this change. of attitude seriously undermined the
Fiji Government's proposals for renewed immigration,

It was the the general feeling of despondency among the Indian community
which influenced the Jjudgement of the deputation more than any other factor.
The deputation completed its inquiry by the middle of March, but also delved
into the causes of the discontent contrary to assurances given by the Indian
Government, Its members discovered no signs of political agitation, concluding
that Indians in Fiji had three major grievances; inadequate wages to maintain
a decent standard of 1living: an unsatisfactory land policy with little
provisions for permanent Indian settlement as agriculturalists; dispropor-
‘tionate or lack of political representation aggravated by the government's
lethargy in providing even the promised communal seats in the Legislative
Council.25 Furthermore, the deputation did not favor the immigration of
Indians as laborers and, above all, saw limited possibilities for Indian
colonization, Realizing that repatriation would not be economical, it simply
advised the Fiji Government "to provide for the settlement of the Indians"
already in Fiji who had "gained experience of the local conditions."26 Thus,
the report to the Indian Government fell heavily against any resumption of
sponsored emigration unless remedial measures were taken to eradicate the
major disabilities of Indians in the colony, However, it was favorably

inclined toward the settlement of Indian soldiers but regarded this a risky
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undertaking because of the hostile European sentiment, Surprisingly, the
deputation's comprehension of the economic issues in Fiji was very superficial;
rather, it concentrated on the disabilities of Indians in Fiji to justify
its opposition to renewed sponsored emigration from India,

In settling the Fiji question the Government of India adhered rigidly
to the contention that the deputation had gone there "to examine the possi-
bilities for Indian colonization" and "not to guarantee a labor supply."27
In December 1922, it informed the authorities in Fiji of the decision not to
reopen emigration unless the problems of wages, political status, and land
settlement were resolved, This position was strongly reiterated in March
1923, but in return for concessions to the Indian community the Fiji
Government demanded 10,000 new immigrants, excluding women and children,
within a two-year period.28 Rejection of the counter-proposal from Fiji was
inevitable, in effect dashing all hopes for renewed sponsored emigration,

The fate of the entire emigration question was finally settled by the
passage of the Indian Emigration Act of 1922 which placed stringent controls
on the emigration of unskilled workers from India. Essentially, the Act
reflected a dual concern to prevent the erratic movement of cheap Indian labor
abroad and to force colonies which required Indian labor to liberalize legal
rights for their Inaian residents, It empowered the Indian Government to
permit organized emigration, 5ut only under terms and conditions to be
reviewed by a standing emigration committee which was especially constituted
from both houses of the Indian Legislature.29 Thus the Act had a direct
bearing on emigration to Mauritius, British Guiana, and Fiji, Fiji's
attempt to attract Indian settlers under an officially sanctioned system of
'free' emigration was not successful;. Emigration to Mauritius was resumed
briefly in 1921 and terminated in the following year, By 1926 British
Guiana remained the only colony to receive immigrants, but hardly any

significant movement from India occurred, As for nonlabor emigration, the
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government continued to maintain a policy of noninterference. The Act did
not place restrictions on skilled artisans or 'free' emigration under the
passport system,

The legislative controls placed upon labor emigration meant that Fiji
could no longer rely on the two main areas--United Provinces and Madras-~for
fresh supplies of Indian.migrants, These two areas had served as the major
recruiting grounds during the ihdenture period but after 1920 there was a
drastic shift in the pattern of migration, Throughout the 1920s the United
Provinces witnessed a dramatic decline in migration overseas.Bo With the
termination of indentured labor there was hardly any incentive or inducement
to leave., By contrast, Madras and other areas of South India became the
chief recruitment pool for seasonal labor, under the kangani system, for the
neighboring countries of Ceylon, Burma, and Malaya. Moreover, Indian laborers
adapted quite readily to the climatic and physical conditions in these regions
and encountered less hostility and ill-treatment there than they had
experienced in Fiji or éther British colonies which had received indentured
labor.,

Judging from the uncertainty of the immediate postirndenture years in
Fiji, it is also difficult to understand the FiJji Government's relentless
efforts to obtain fresh supplies of laborers from India. The economic
situation in Fiji after 1920 was not conducive to any renewed large-scale
Indian settlement., Gone was the optimism which grew out of the wartime
boom based on.the phenomenal growth of the sugar industry and on the inflated
price of sugar. The abolition of indentured emigration from India in 1920
ensured the demise of the plantation system in Fiji and, in effect, shattered
the dreams of the planter community. Uncertainty in the world sugar market
led to a drop in sugar prices which offset the high profit levels, though
not the importance of sugar, of the preceding war years for most growers in

Fiji, The colony also witnessed an economic slump, accompanied by an acute
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labor shortage, a decline in ‘sugar production, a scarcity in essential
commodities, and an alarming rise in the cost of living. The two major labor
disturbances created much distrust between Indians and the other races which
eventually led to growing opposition to any extensive Indian settlement in
Fiji.  Fortunately for the local Indian community, very little emigration
from India took place which could have aggravated the situation. The Indian
community was also entering a transitory phase, confronting numerous hurdles
in the adopted homeland. Some of the main challenges were intricately
related to the quest for political and social equality with otherlraces,
diversification into other types of occupation in addition to farming, and
a growing desire for more land.

The Census of 1921 revealed new trends in the growth of the Indian
population., The structure of the community was changing rapidly (see
Table 3,1 below). Taking into consideration natural increase, deaths, new
arrivals and departures between 1911 and 1916, while the indenture system was
still in operation, departures through additional repatriation after 1916,

and 'free' immigration, the Indian population was estimated at 60,634,

TABLE 3.1

MATN COMPONENTS OF THE INDIAN POPULATION

1911 1921
India-born 29,063 72,14% 33,156 5k, 68%
Locally-born | 11,069 27.48% 26,810 Wby, 22%
Others 154 0.38% 668 1.10%
TOTAL 40,286 60,634

Source: Fiji Census Reports, 1911 and 1921.




75
The small increaée in the India-born group between 1911 and 1921 can be
attributed to repatriation (10,017 out of 16,613 immigrants who came between
1911 and 1916 returned to India) and to the minor contribution through 'free’
immigration.31 There was also an uneven sex ratio in this group which
indicated that it would be outnumbered eventually by the local component with
its younger age factor and a more balanced sex ratio,

The India—bérn component continued to face depletion throughout the
1920s, primarily through repatriation. Up until 1925, nearly 52,000 were
entitled to return to India at the expense of the Fiji Government.32
The immediate postindenture figures for repatriation were quite high (about
L, 000 per year) but began to level off to an annual rate of 1,000 until
1929.33 By 1923, 24,665 of all Indians with repatriation rights had claimed
their free passage to India, and by the end of 1929 the total figure rose to
39,806.3u There was definitely a steady movement of the India-born toward
India. Had it not been for a burst of immigration into FiJji prior to the
depression, the numerical strength of this group would have shown further
decline,

The community was still North Indian in character, judging from the
birth places of the India-born, Over half traced their origins to the United
Provinces and only a quarter to Madras Presidency. Other groupings included
the Bengalis, Punjabis, Rajputs, and Gujaratis. There was a large group
of Indians with no designated birthplace in India., Also noticeable was the
decline in numbers of Bengalis, Punjabis, and Rajputs who may have left
because of the prevailing unstable conditions, but the numerical strength of
Gujaratis or persons with origins in Bombay Presidency had doubled, from 153
in 1911 to 324 in 1921,

North and South Indians were divided along linguistic lines as well as

on a sectarian basis,. This was a by-product of the indenture period when

there was very little interaction between the two groups. The only possible
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semblance of unity was the common feeling of having originated in India,
Religion could have acted as a unifying force (over 85 per cent of all
Indians were Hindus), but there was growing polarization among the sectarian

groups. The Sanatani and Arya Samaji comprised the dominant sects, the former

paying more attention to a conservative ritualistic tradition., In contrast,

the Southerners comprised a separate group with a distinct linguistic and
ritualistic tradition. While the Northerners' main festivals were Ramlila,
Holi, and Divali, the Southerners concentrated on the Mariamma festiva1.36
Most minor groupings such as the Bengalis and Gujaratis fell into the general
category of Hindus, Other significant religious groupings were the Christians,
Sikhs, and Muslims,

The Indian community retained its dominant agricultural base in the
postindenture period, The end of the estate system ensured the rise of the
independent Indian farmer, as Buropeans withdrew from the cultivation of
sugarcane while turning to pastoral farming and coconut growing. Experiments
in cocoa, tea, and rubber cultivation resulted in failure because of
hurricanes, the acute shortage of labor, and an unprofitable return on
investments. Planters who had leased estates from the C,S.R, relinquished
their rights and moved out of the sugarcane districts, Furthermore, a major
portion of all freehold land under European control became idle. Europeans
still retained control of over 55 per cent of all freehold land in the.colony
but started leasing land to Ind.ia,ns.37 Very little land of this type passed
into the hands of Indians as direct ownership.

The absence of the indigenous population from any large-scale commerclal
farming, especially in the sugar industry, also assured the Indian's position
as the dominant agriculturalist. The Fijian was the supreme landowner in
Fiji, possessing recognized customary tenure over more than 80 per cent of
all land.38 Since the government was committed to a policy of preserving

native land tenure, it virtually assured the permanence of Fijian
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ownership of all land that was not freehold or under government control.

The Fijian was tied to his village with complex communai obligations. His
chief agricultural pursuit was the cultivation of foodcrops--coconut, yam,
taro, banana,- sweet potatoes, breadfruit, tapioca, pineapple, kava root
(Xagona), etc,--for home consumption, The growth -of bananas for export
constituted the Fijian's only substantial commercial enterprise.39 However,
the Fijian was quickly becoming aware of the changes around him; he was
extremely perceptive of the material benefits derived from the commercial
économy of the towns, The drift to urban centers began gradually as villagers
left at varying intervals to become wage earners in towns, on large farms,

and in the sugar mills., Here they worked as casual and agricultural laborers,
clerks, sailors, carpenters, boat builders, and domestic servants.

The withdrawal of European planters from the sugarcane districts left
the C.S.R, as the largest single landowner assoclated with the sugar industry.
The C,S.R. survived both the labor troubles and the fall in sugar prices,
Moreover, its financial position remained intact despite the difficulties
during the economic slump as exemplified by profits which rose steadily from
£300,000 in 1919 to {400,000 in 1921.@0 By its own admission, the company
in Fiji "enjoyed the most spectacular monetary success in its history between
1914 and 1924," providing 50 per cent of the total profits for the C.8.R.'s
entire operations in the South Pacific.al It is interesting to note that when
the C,S.R., in Fiji terminated its operations in 1923 as a subsidiary of the
company in Australia, it "repaid the ordinary.capital to the parent company,"
returned its fixed assets at almost a third of its original value of
£3,500,000, and paid in excess of -#1,000,000 to miscellaneous shareholders
as premium and other cash berle‘f:'L'bs.L"2 Additional benefits were realized
through the transfer of surplus assets. The sugar company was certainly in
a position to pay its Indian workers more without any substantial loss to

the shareholders, but consistently maintained a policy of low wages which
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some sources cited as a major cause of the rise of rural Indian indebtedness.L"3
The Company's prime objective in the péstindenture period was to stop the
erosion in sugar output and to retain a high monetary return for its
investment. Thus, it introduced the scheme of tenancy farming which
virtually assured the survival of the sugar industry.

Two factors contributed to the consolidation of the company's position,
One was the closure of its two competitors’ mills in Penang and in Navua in
1922. The Penang operation passed into the hands of the C.S.R., and the
Vancouver-Fiji Sugar Company's mill at Navua was dismantled, Moveable assets
from the latter were transferred to the parent company in Vancouver and the
land was sold to the Fiji Pastoral Company.m’L The failure of the Navua mill
clearly indicated that the windward (wet) sidé of the main island was
climatically unsuitable for sugarcane cultivation. The closure of the mill
resulted in the movement of many residents to other areas. Those who remained
turned to rice cultivation,

The other important factor was the C,S.R.'s decision to create a new
class of tenant farmers on its estates;. This innovation took place between
1923 and 1924, The company realized that "independent' tenant farmers,
under constant supervision to curtail erratic cultivation and land wastage,
could provide enough sugarcane to sustaln the industry. Large estates were
divided into economically viable and manageable farms of about 11 acres
(some farms were smaller) and leased to individual family units, based on the
conviction that an individual (single) family farm of eight acres or more
would provide an adequate means of 1'1ve1'1hood.l+5 There was 1little scope for
agricultural diversification because of the company's policy of encouraging
sugarcane cultivation only.’L"6 The company also recruited the services of
another cane supplier, This type of farmer was the 'contractor’ who was
generally a leaseholder of non-C.S.R. lands (freehold, Crown, and native)

but entered into a similar economic relationship with the company as the
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tenant farmer.47 Both contractors and tenant farmers emerged as the principal
cane growers as the company withdrew from active farming.

The C.S.R, played an important role in shaping the pattern of Indian
settlement in the postindenture period, The emphasison single-unit farms
led the rapid expansion of settlements on company lands contiguous to the
'sugar towns' but within the limits of the cane regions, Settlements were
unlike the village units of India, consisting of scattered homesteads on
farms with undefinéd boundaries, Houses were constructed on the least
arable patches of land, in accordance with the company's instructions, to
ensure maximum utilization of land for cane cultivation, These settlements
lacked cohesiveness based on caste groupings, Authority stemmed mainly from
the company which regulated the tenant's finances, provided technical
assistance, and even advised on domestic and family ma,’c,’ceJ:‘s.L"8 The sense
of isolation was overcome by cooperative cane harvesting and through contact
with the towns linked by the company's tramlines.

While sugarcane cultivation provided the principal source of livelihood,
rice growing provided an important avenue for diversification, especially
in the wetter regions where cane growing was unsuccessful, During the
indenture period rice growing had been initiated by 'free' (ex-indentured)
Indians near plantations in the cane regions, The government had also
provided incentives to rice growing., After 1920 the focus of rice growing
‘shifted to the delta plains and flat-lands surrounding the towns of Navua
and Nausori.L"9 Here, it eventually became the main form of agricultural
activity among Indian farmers, predominantly in Navua where the closure of
the sugar mill necessitated this change-over. Rice proved to be a profitable
crop because of the high consumption by Indians, Demand exceeded supply
producing a heavy relaince on imported rice as well., To meet the high
demand and consumption of the local crop, many farmers in the wetter regions

turned exclusively to rice cultivation.
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'Mixed-crop farming was also becoming an important aspect of agricultural
activity, including the cultivation of vegetables, root crops, maize, pulses,
4and tobacco. Some of these items were marketable commodities, Indians faced
" competition from Chinese farmers whose concentration on green vegetables
enabled the latter to dominate the market in vegetables.BO Cotton and
pineapple growing offered attractive commercial possibllities but the area
devoted to their cultivation was small, The Bfitish Cotton Growing Association
had reported favorably on the quality of Fiji cotton, inducing Indian cotton
growers to exportsmall quantities of ginned and baled cotton to the United

51

Kingdom under the guidance of the Fiji Government. Commercial pineapple
growing by Indian farmers for export to New Zealand was restricted to small
farms near Suva. There was some interest from Canada in launching canning
operations but this was only at an experimental stage in the 1920s, Cattle
grazing and dalry farming constituted other forms of limited activity
associated with the utilization of land. The possibilities for commercial
ventures were limited since thebetter pastoral lands were in the hands of
Europeans. Though Indians owned twenty of the twenty-two dairies which
supplied milk to the Suva locality, these were small concerns operating
on poor pastures in comparison to those receiving direct government
assistance.52
The government was more keen on developing this as’'a European sphere
of activity. Incentives were given to European ex-servicemen in the form of
land grants and the establishment of a butter factory to develop this
industry in the Tailevu area.53 Livestock farming also attracted the
attention of Indians but was dominated by Europeans at this stage. Indian
farmers preferred grazing leases on sloping lands which were close to cane

regions and often indulged in grazing cattle on unfenced European lands.

Apart from the dispersed pattern of Indian settlement in the cane
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regions, there was a high concentration of settlers in the vicinity of the
'sugar towns' and districts on the leeward side of both iélands. The towns
of Navua and Nausori, and Suva the capital--all located on the windward side
of Viti Levu--also attracted large pockets of Indian settlement, Ba in
Viti Levu, and Macuata in Vanua Levu, emerged as the principal areas of
Indian settlement of the cane regions. Suva, the capital of Fiji, had the
largest concentration of urban dwellers. While the 6Verwhelming bulk of
Indians were rural dwellers on farms, only the commercial and industrial
sections of the community resided in towns, .

It was in the towns that occupational diversity could best be observed,
According to the 1921 Census there were 854 persons involved in commercial
activity including traders, merchants, shopkeepers, shop assistants, and
restauranteurs.5u Of the 3,179 persons in the 'industrialf category, tailors,
barbers, cabmen, bootmakers, jewelers, goldsmiths, silversmiths, carpenters,
furniture—makeis, fitters, painters, drivers (locomotive), and blacksmiths
constituted the largest groups.55 Some of these groups such as tallors,
goldsmiths and silversmiths, bootmakers, and barbers had a preponderance of
Gujaratis, The total number of wage earners wasvestimated at 5,000, but
figures declined steadily after 1921 as more Indians turned to farming.56
Other peripheral groups that would be indicative of occupational mobility
included booksellers, commlssion agents, wood vendors, photographers, masons,
laundrymen (mostly Gujarati), printers, plumbers, butchers, lumbermen, and
cinema operators. To many Indians an improved financial position meant more
social status,

This was a period of limited education facilities for Indians., Of the
14,000 Indian children of school age in 1925 only 3,500 were recelving any
form of formal education of whom about half were attending the small number

(about 22) of government-assisted Indian schools.57 There was an acute

shortage of trained teachers. The situation was aggravated by cultural,
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religious and linguistic differences, lack of government initiative, and the
dispersed nature of the Indian population, The government, of course, blamed
it on the inability of Indians to "combine for continued and organized
constructive work."58 This assessment contained an element of truth but there
was a more sinister force in operation, namely, that the official mind in
Fiji was not yet reconciled to any rapid development in Indian education.
Moreover, the Government's expenditure on education went predominantly to the
support and expansion of European and Fijian education, It was not until
1929 that a government-sponsored training center for Indian teachers was
established.59 The push for economic betterment, the aspiration toward
better social status, the shift from manual labor, and the quest for political
rights_were all manifestations of the long and arduous march to advancement
through varlious avenues,

Numerous factors contributed to the opening of avenues for advancement--
the breakdown of the plantation system, the rapid growth of dispersed
Indian settlements, the withdrawal of Europeans from active farming, the
accessibility of land for farming, and the emergence of a consumer economy
centered in the towns but catering to the requirements of an expanding
agricultural hinterland, An expanding population added to the problems of
administration. As the responsibilities of administration grew more complex,
the government began tq pay more attention to developing the existing network
of communication lines in the colony, Until 1921 the colony lacked a unified
system of roads linking all the towns to the capital in Suva, That year the
government initiated a major road project across Viti Levu which was finally
completed as a coastal road in the late 1930s, linking the capital to the
northwestern sugar centers.éo A good land transportation system facilitated
the movement of capital, trade goods, and people in search of work and
opportunity,

Throughout the 1920s Fiji's isolation from the outside world continued
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to be broken., Regular steamer communication existed between the colony and
Australia and New Zealand on a monthly basis transporting cargo, passengers,
and mail, In addition, therewere a number of cargo lines from Fiji and the
United Kingdom on a two-monthly and quarterly basis, and a Royal Mail Line
service to Vancouver via Honolulu on a two-monthly basis, The plying of
'repatriation’ ships between India and Fiji assured contact with India, A
regular passenger service between Bombay and Sydney after 1920 brought
Western India closer to’?iji. Direct cable communication were established
between Fiji and Canada, Australia, and New Zealand as well, By 1930 the
network of steamer communication had extended immensely--there was now a
regular route to the United Kingdom via the Panama Canal, and ships from San
Francisco to Sydney called at Suva regularly.61

These communication networks consolidated trade links with other
countries and provided a steady outlet for the colony's export commodities-~
sugar, bananas, and copra, Sugar was exported to the United Kingdom, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand., Copra went to the United Kingdom and various
foreign countries—-the United States, France, and Germany. .The banana
export market was restricted to New Zealand, Fiji depended largely upon
imports for its basic necessities; Australia, the United Kingdom, New Zealand,
and the United States were the principal suppliers, Imports from India were
marginal (about 3 to & per cent of the total) consisting predominantly of
Indian necessities--drapery, wheat, leather goods, jute bags, edible bils,
grains, rice, and spices.

In.spite of expanding local communication networks which provided some
semblance of linkage between the capital in Suva and the sugar centers,
soclety in Fiji remained highly compartmentalized. There were three main
racial groups linked to.separate economic functions, These groups are shown
in Table 3.2 (p. 84), Tndians remained entrenched in the sugar industry;

Fijians were traditionally rooted in their village agriculture; Europeans



TABLE 3.2

RACIAL COMPONENTS OF FIJI'S POPULATION, 1881-1946

1881 1891 1901 1911 1921 1936 1946
Chinese * * * 305 910 1,751 2,874
% - - - 0.2 0,6 0.9 1.1
European 2,671 2,036 2,459 3,707 3,878 4,028 L, 594
% 2.1 1.7 2.0 2.6 © 2.5 2.0 1.8
Fijian 114,748 105,800 94,397 87,096 84;475 97,651 118;070
% 90.0 87.3 78.6 62.4 53.7 49,2 45.5
Indian 588 7,468 17,105 40,286 60,634 85,002 120,414
% 0.5 6,2 14,2 28.9 38.5 42,9 L6, 4
Part-European 711 1,076 1,516 2,401 2,781 L, 574 6,142
% 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.7 1.8 2.3 2.3
Rotuman 2,452 2,219 2,230 2,176 2,235 2,816 3,313
% 1.9 1.8 1.9 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.3
Other Pacific 6,100 2,267 1,950 2,758 1,564 2,353 3,717
Islanders
% 4,8 1.9 1.6 . 2.0 1.0 1.2 1.4
A1l others 156 314 Lé7 812 789 204 514
% 0.1 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.5 0.1 0.2
TOTAL 127,486 121,180 120,124 139,541 157,266 198,379 259,638
TOTAL PERCENTAGE 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

*Included with 'All others' Source: Fiji Census Report, 1946
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controlled the flow of capital and displayed more economic diversity which .
strengthened their grip ovex‘Suva; the nucleus of all administrative and
commercial activity, The colony contained all the major characteristics of a
plural society.63 Because of the peculiar distribution of the Fijians, the
Indians, and the Europeans, each group lived in relative isolation from the
other, with Suva and the 'sugar towns' providing the only points of contact.
Each race also adhered to its own lifestyle - based on different linguistic and
cultural traditions. The Buropeans and Fijians had more in common, both
possessing a strong Christian tradition, than did either of these races with
the Indians., The isolation of each group from the other was to some extent
self-imposed--the 'European standoffishness,' the Indian belief that he
was superior to the backward Fijian--but it was largely superimposed by the
structure of the economy, by the physical and climatic conditions which
dictated the pattern of land usage, and by the limitations on the accessi-
bility of land.

Though Indians owned property and conducted business worth £300,000 in
the early stages of the postindenture period,éu the scope of their activities
was marginal within the context of the entire economic life of the colony.
Indians dominated agricultural activity as independent farmers, but their
entry into retail and wholesale trade was modest because Buropeans controlled
the two major commercial concerns and branches, the two banks, the inter-
island and overseas shipping houses, the sugar mills, and the capital to
launch secondary industries in Suva after their departure from active farming,
Moreover, Europeans dominated the political life of the colony which enhanced
their economic position, Indians, on the other hand, remained on the periphery
because of their strong agricultural background and their focus on sugar.
Many lacked the capital, the entrepreneurial skills, and the foresight to
enter a new sphere of economic activity, Land restrictions and lack of

avenues for political‘participation-also limited the scope of the
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opportunities, Fifty years of indenture seemed to have instilled a feeling
of defeat and an 'inferiority complex' which hampered any progress.
Furthermore, leadership was lacking and came largely from India, while there
was also a marked absence of a professional class of local Indians including
doctors, lawyers, and teachers who could provide some semblance of
1eadership.65 Some of the gaps, especially in the area of commercial activity,
were filled by fresh streams of immigrants from India who provided some
competition to European activity and to the growing number of small Chinese
business concerns., These immigrants, especially from Gujarat, with their
capacity to move easily into any form of commercial activity assured an
Indian monopoly over the small retail and wholesele trade in the 'sugar
towns, "'

Immigrants who came to Fiji in the postindenture period could hardly be
regarded as strangers to the islands. They consisted of Punjabis and
Gujaratis who already comprised small but noticeable groupings within the
Indian community. By 1921 there were already 324 Gujaratis and 449 Punjabis
out of a total Indian population of 60,634 residing in the islands.66 Yet
they had already become an important part of the more prosperous class of
Indians., The Gujaratis were business-oriented and were engaged in some form
of commercial activity--shopkeeping, hawking, tailoring, bootmaking,
laundering, and, most of all, in the jewelry business as wandering silver-
smiths and goldsmiths peddling thelr wares in the town bazaars and the
isolated Indian settlements., Some went into farming and even worked as
laborers on the government roadworks., Few Gujaratis became indentured
laborers, The Punjabis were as enterprising and versatile as the Gujaratis,
Displaying a flair for independence they were most reluctant towork as farm
laborers., They made excellent policemen; but were renowned in Fiji as

independent farmers whose persevérence and hard work helped to turn tracts

of unproductive swampland into workable farms., Some revealed a natural
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aptitude for commerce and moneylending, and encountered little difficulty
in acquiring a share of the expanding land transportation business., Their
tenacious work habits were admired and respected by the authorities.

The third type of immigrant was the 'specialist' who had little
difficulty in peddling his skills, in most cases his knowledge of English,
to either other Indians or the government, There was always a need for clerks,
interpreters, petty officers, and general office workers to fill the lowest
echelons of the civil service. The largely illiterate Indian population also
needed its share of charlatans, quacks, teachers (mostly untrained), holy
men (sadhus), ministers of religion, social reformers, opportunists, fortune-
seekers, and men whose mere presence within the community provided some
therapeutic consolation for all the bitterness of the indenture period. Many
'specialist’' immigrants were highly admired for being 'self-made men' and
made good 'bush-lawyers’ (a common term in Fiji to describe a glib person
whose knowledge and 'thespian'attributes enabled him to acquire a sizeable
following to whom he acted as legal, domestic, and social advisor). They
shaped as well asdictated the pattern of social and political behavior, and
were both the object of envy and admiration because of thelr seemingly
sophisticated and affluent lifestyle,- These men formed the nucleus of
the 'middle class' Indians who utilized their skills to acquire land, enter
new business ventures, and aspire to a higher level of political participation.
Some were regarded as agitators and highly detested by an apprehensive
European community,

The fourth category was the 'returnee' who had previously claimed his
repatriation right to India. In the initial years of the postindenture period
this was the largest group of Indians to come to the colony. Many of these
immigrants had been products of the indenture system whose links with Fiji
had been suddenly»severed by the termination of their contracts; by the

abolition of the indenture system, and by the labor troubles, Some had been
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born in Fiji and obliged to return to India with their parents., The majority
had been eager to establish and resume old famlly ties, to spend their old
age in theilr ancestral villages; and to die in the country of their birth.
They had sought acceptance from their old friends and families only to be
rejected and ostracized, Eventually, their wanderings had taken them to
Calcutta where their pitiful condition had induced Indian and Fijian
authorities to allow them to return to the colony. Because of their agricul-
tuiral background and their previous experience in the colonial environment
these immigrants found acceptance quite readily in Fiji. They helped to
cushion the impact of..repatriation and Were seen as a possible labor pool for
the sugar mills, for the expanding government road works, and in other
miscellaneous capacities as general workers,

Gujarati and Punjabli immigration seemed to have been greatly influenced
by a number of factors., The prime motivation emanated from the established
pattern of contact with Fiji. Though the colony was not a highly attractive
area for immigration--Gujaratis preferred going to East and South Africa
whereas Punjabis drifted toward Canada and the United States67——it still
contained sizeable communities of the two groups who were free to come and
leave as they pleased without any interference from the local authorities.
Moreover, the larger Indian community did not display any hostility toward
their presence, Their acceptance within the largef group removed the feeling
of social and cultural alienation, and indirectly offered some inducement
for further migration to Fiji. In other words, Fiji was accepted as a safe
area for domicile with ample opportunities for everybody. The members of
their immediate groupings as well as the larger Indian community would not
only welcome them but also patronize their businesses,

Fiji's lax immigration laws provided much inducement as well, Fiji had
maintained a liberal policy toward: 'free' immigration during the indenture

period, The policy remained unaltered after 1920 allowing immigrants to
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enter at random with a valid passport issued at the point of thelr origin.
Unrestriéted entry was permitted by the Immigration Ordinance of 1909,
provided that the immigrants did not fall under the classification of destitute
and undesirable, 'Free' immigration of this type was regarded as beneficial
for the colony's development, Moreover, these immigrants, mostly Gujaratis
and Punjabis, placed no burdens on the colony's treasury because of thelr
financial independence, Though they were not the ideal immigrants, namely
agriculturalists with families, for whom the government clamored so desperately,
they seemed quite preferable at a time when European opposition to large-
scale Indian settlement in Fiji was ' on the increase.

The main inducement came from the opportunities for economic advancement
as well as from the knowledge that many Indians had undertaken successful
business ventures in the islands., Though the colony possessed its share of
peddlars, hawkers, bootmekers, jewelers, laundrymen, tailors, shopkeepers,
and other businessmen, there was room for more immigrants who aspired to
join the ranks of the petty entrepreneurs, Some of thelr skills were simply
lacking withinthe larger agricultural Indian community. This vacuum simply
enabled both Gujaratis and Punjabis to moﬁe with ease into an economic role
for which they had ample skills and the perseverence for success.

Among the Gujaratis Appabhail Patel's flourishing business concerns in
Lautoka, Ba, Sigatoka, and Nadi had become by 1920 the training ground for
members of his caste from such diverse areas as Nondhna in Broach and Dharmaj
in Kaira (Kheda) who came to Fiji as shop assistants, By the early 1920s
the Khatris had monopolized the tailoring business in Suva, Other organized
tailoring concerns had also emerged and began to match the two ploneering
families for enticing immigrants from Navsari and thevneighboring areas in
South Gujarat. In.1919 one such concern.had been-initiated by Gangaram Hari,
a Darji (tailor by caste) from Navsari. Some Khatris and Kolis were also

attracted to the restaurant business catering to a growing demand for Indian
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delicacies and sweetmeats, Indian restaurants (lodges) and miscellaneous
categories of food vendors could be found throughout Suva and all the sugar
towns. The Sonis had not yet institutionalized thelr activities, preferring
to remain as wandering jewelers or hawkers., Some were now making an attempt
at farming and shopkeeping, Whatever each group did, and no matter how small
the concern was it acted as an incentive for others to follow, once stories
of success and wealth had filtered to the villages in India.

An examination of passport applications from prospective Gujarati
emigrants in 1920 and 1921 provides a good insight into the nature of Indian
immigration to Fiji in the immediate postindenture period.68 In 1920
agriculturalists from the Navsari Division of Baroda State were the largest
category of passport applicants (23 out of a total of 40 from the state alone).
From Bombay Presidency the main applicants were masons, carpenters, shoe-
makers, and hawkers (32 out of a total of 53). Soni and Khatri applicants
were negligible. The following year Khatris regained their position as the
dominant caste and occupational grouping to apply for passports to Fiji.
There were 34 Khatri applications of which 28 originated in Navsari. Other
significant groups were the Mochis (9) and the Sonis (6). Muslim Gujaratis
began to show an increased awareness of Fiji (8 éﬁplications from Broach).
Later, in 1928 and 1929, when emigration to Fiji was at its peak, Khatris
emerged as the largest single caste grouping to make passport applications for
Fiji (36 passports of a total of 213 issued).69 There was also a larger
representation of Gujarati caste groupings among the applicants who included
Dhobis; Navs, Darjis, Mochis, all categories of Kanbis including Patidars,
Sonis; Muslims (mostly barbers and cultivators), and miscellaneous 'Patel’
categories listed as traders; shopkeepers; and vendors, Family immigration
only took place among the Patidars; Sonis; and Khatris who were the more
established Gujarati groups in the colony.

The Punjabls were similarly motivated as the Gujaratis but many came
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to Fiji with the intention of proceeding eventually to New Zealand. The
Agent-General of Immigration in Fiji was besieged by numerous requests from
Punjaﬁis desiring to travel to New Zealand for permission to land in the
islands, But he felt compelled to warn the Protector of Emigrants in
Calcutta that they were proceeding to FiJji without securing the adequate
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endorsement for New Zealand, The majority came from three areas in the
central and eastern districts of Punjab--Jullundur, Amritsar; and Ludhiana--
but there is no precise estimation of their exact numbers. They were Jat
Sikhs who were quick to grasp any opportunities for independent farming.
Inspite of their lack of education, they moved with ease into shopkeeping,
also turned to moneylendiné, and grabbed a‘share of the land transport
Business in taxis. Prominent names among the group that came in 1922 include
Shankar Singh, Moti Singh, Vazir Singh, Mehar Singh Pandri, and Mulcha Singh,
A year later they were followed by Spooran Singh, Shanhan Singh, Battan Singh,
and Phuman Singh, all of whom became prominent men among the Punjabi
community, spearheading their economic advance and directing their religious
activities which culminated in the construction of a Gurdwara in Samabula in
1924, The most prominent Punjabi business was P.S.V. Singh & Company,
starting first at Suva, later branching to Nausori some twelve miles away,
and then spreading to seven other areas.71
Most Indian emigrants followed three main routes originating in Calcutta
and Bombay., The traditional route was through Calcutta which served as the
principal port for despatching all indentured emigrants, Ships which were
chartered to transport repatriated Indians from Fiji commenced thelr journey
in Calcutta as well. It was a direct route which enabled cargo and
passengers to reach Fiji in the shortest possible time, There was another
direct route between Calcutta and Auckland, operated by the Union Steam Ship

Company of New Zealand which permitted immigrants who had the necessary

immigration clearance for New Zealand to stay there for a short period before
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proceeding to Fiji, The more recent route consisted of a direct passenger
service between Bombay and Sydney operated by the Peninsular and Orient Lines,
Though it was not very popular with Gujarati immigrants initially, it totally
eliminated the train trip to Calcutta, However, it necessitated a sojourn
of two weeks in Sydney which added immensely to the cost of the entire
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Journey, The three routes from India provided some measure of choice, but
the most frequented and popular one was through Calcutta on the chartered
repatriation ships. This route removed the element of uncertainty prevalent
in the others. Indians often used the other two routes to circumvent
immigration laws if there was a possibility of doing so in Australia or

New Zealand,

There is no precise assessment of the exact number of the four types of
immigrants who entered the islands. Except for the year 1921, when 1,136
repatriated Indians reemigrated from Calcutta, the average annual inward
flow can Be estimated at no more than 200 until 1927.73 The abolition of
the indenture system had removed the necessity of maintaining a separate
administrative machinery for compiling statistics and other pertinent
information on Indian immigration. Census reports in India omitted total
emigration figures, and authorities there were hard pressed to provide
statistics without some form of international census cooperation.74 In Fiji,
it was not.until the creation of a Secretariat for Indian Affairs in 1927 that
information on immigration was again collected in a systematic manner,

Between 1927 and 1930, there was a sharp increase in immigration, During
this three year period 2,544 immigrants entered the colony with the largest
contingent arriving in 1928.75 The authorities in Fiji had established a
special immigration fund in 1927, with the approval and blessing of Europeans,
to assist a select number of stranded repatriated families to reemigrate to

Fiji. This experiment was initiated in 1928 when two steamers were chartered

to transport the families, News of these direct sailings provided an impetus
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to other categories of emigrants to come to Calcutta to secure a berth for
the colony. Of the 783 immigrants who arrived in the second steamer 462
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were Punjabis, The scheme proved to be successful but was not repeated
the following year. In 1930 the government declded to postpone the scheme
of assisting repatriated families to Fiji, Barly in the year a steamer had
brought 827 immigrants of whom only 125 were returning repatriates; 360
Punjabis and 342 Gujaratis comprised the other immigrants who disembarked.77
Circumstances in Fiji now dictated the implementation of some effective
measure to check the large influx of these two groups. The official estimate

of the population in 1930 placed the Gujaratis at 1,200 and the Punjabis at

2,000,

TABLE 3.3

INCREASE IN GUJARATT AND PUNJABL IMMIGRATION
FROM 1911 TO 1930

1911 1921 1930

* : *
Gujarati 153 324 1,200
Punjabl 809 Lh9 2,000

*¥Listed under Bombay

Source: Fiji Census Reports, 1911 and 1921,
Report of the Secretary for Indian Affairs, 1930.

The recent wave of immigration tilted heavily in favor of males, and few
Punjabis and Gujaratis entered the colony as family units. Among the 360
Punjabis who had just arrived, there were only 2 females and 2 children,
On the other hand, the Gujaratis had a higher rate of family migrants.
Compared to the Punjabis; 282 Gujarati males entered the colony along with
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25 females and 35 children, These figures, which were basically the norm
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for immigration of this type since 1927, disturbed not only the authorities
who were trying to rectify the imbalancé in the Indian sex ratio but also the
locally born Indians who felt the dominance of the India-born component in
almost all aspects of their life,

The need for a more restrictive immigration policy arose from a number
of considerations. The colony was already experiencing the disruptive
impact of the worldwide depression with a fall in sugar and copra prices,
Fear of unemployment and the possibility of crop failures, as happened in
1929 when severe storms curtailed cotton yields from which cultivators never
recovered, plagued the official mind, Moreover, the colony was not self-
sufficient in food production, Subsequently, the situation was further
aggravated by a sharp increase inthe Indian population, by the complicated
laﬁd issue with increasing Indian demand for more land utilization, and by
the changing pattern of the colony's laBor requirements, Though the position
of Indians had generally changed from 'laborers to primary producers,' an
increasing number of Indians were being drawn into the labor force as wage
earners on the government road works, as farm workers in the sugar industry
during the flanting season;  and as mill workers during the crushing season.
But as wage earners they were competing with Fijians who now showed more
inclination to leave their villages to work as casual laborers in the three
port towns, as road workers for the government, and as artisans in the water-
transport industry. Apprehensive of this urban drift, the government wished
to minimize the possibility of any major competition between Fijians and
Indians resulting not only from the pressure of increasing population but
also from the limitations of the labor market,

There was another deepening concern, Throughout the 1920s the India-
born segment of the Indian population continued to influence many aspects of
Indian social and political life in Fiji. In politics the local Indians;

largely through the influence of the Arya Samaj, still turned to India for
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guidance. After the departure of Manilal there was no western-educated
leader to mobllize support for unified action on any issue, The indenture
system which had been the basis for concerted action before 1920 was no
longer there to arouse the Indians. Issues were more localized now dealing
mainly - with problems of land usage, imposition of a poll tax, and
representation in the legislative and municipal councils, The Indian
Government tried to exert some influence by seeking the appointment of an
Indian Agent but the concept of external interference in local affairs seemed
unacceptable to the authorities in Fiji, However, the Fiji Government did
create its own Secretariat for Indian Affairs in 1927 to guide policy on all
matters concerning Indians.79 Another prevailing view was that Indians should
develop leadership patterns, derived from Indian models, and based on the
panchayat system, Its chief advocate hoped that a body of local leadership
would emerge, devoid of outside influence,.which would eschew politics and
concentrate on the social betterment of the community.SO Unfortunately,
these expectations did not materialize because Indians concentrated on their
political status.

A small group of Indians, taking their cue from the opposition which
the Indian Government had mounted earlier against communal representation in
Fiji, began to make demands for a common electoral roll based on the equality
of Fijians, Europeans, and Indians. To the authorities, aé well as to many
Europeans, this concept of equality seemed inconsistent with the low le§e1 of
social progress which the Indians had achieved, They were particularly
alarmed when Indians turned once again to nationalist politicians in India
for guidance, When two Gujarati lawyers; S, B, Patel and A, D, Patel, arrived
between 1928 and 1929 and immersed themselves immediately in the politics of
associations and boycotts, official and other concerned observers regarded
this as another aspect of outside influence which needed curtailment through

tighter immigration controls. Buropeans, of course, were more blatant in
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their disgust over political developments in the colony and warned Indians to
either "keep under" or "clear out."81

The political crisis; aggravated by the Indian boycott of the Legislative
Council in November 1929, was just one aspect of the problem, By 1930 the
Indian community was badly splintered by disputes between the Samajis and
the Sanatanis who clashed over the tenets of religion and on social behavior.
These cleavages emerged basically from the influence exerted by a more
virulent breed of imﬁigrants——teachers, priests, missionaries, politicians,
and social reformers--who attempted to dictate the actions of a particular
social and cultural group, Disputes arose, as one group sought to gain
ascendancy over the other, on four main issues--education, soclal: behavior .
politics, and economlic disparity. The trouble first surfaced in 1924 when
South Indians rejected Hindi as the medium of instruction for Indian education.
In many of these disputes the (Arya) Samajis emerged as themain force to
reckon with, They quarrelled bitterly with the Sanatanis whom they accused
of conservatism, and dismissed as opponents of progress within the community,
They also accused members of the Indian Reform League (formed in 1924 under
the leadership of Indian Christians) of deviating from accepted social
behavior by their public display of "dancing, liquor drinking and meat
eating."82 As each group asplred for ascendancy, it was the local Indians
who found themselves pitted against the sophistication of the India-born
politicians, the religious exponents, and the social reformers. Nowhere was
this competition and confrontation more apparent than in the economic
relationship between the two main segments of the community,

The authorities viewed with some apprehension the growing resentment
among the.local Indians against uncheéked Gujarati and Eunjabi immigration.
The sharp increase in immigraiioﬁ corresponded with the upsurge in trading
activity. Trading licences increased from 1;554 in 1928 to 1;900 in 1929,83

. 8L
In 1930 there were 1,004 Indians engaged in some form of shopkeeping.
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While Punjabis became prominent in farming, the land transport business, and
in moneylending; the Gujaratis monopolized hawking;‘shopkeeping; tailoring,
laundering; hairdressing; and jewelry manufacture, Punjabis and Gujaratis
rarely employed locals. The latter group relied heavily on the available
labor pool in their own villages in India to operate their concerns in Fiji
returning regularly to their homeland to recruit assistants. Though the
authorities believed that this group was performing a useful economic function
in the colony by engaging in the ‘untouchable professions which the local
Indians seemed to avoid, they were also convinced that both Gujarati and
Punjabi activities were detrimental to the development of local Indian
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enterprise, Above all, these Indlans were not permanent settlers but were
only concerned with accumulating large savings to provide them with .a
comfortable 1lifestyle. upon their return to their homeland, In addition to
their economic power, they also had better access to services available to
Indians. Even in such a simple matter as liquor permits the Gujaratis and
Punjabis held 52 of the 87 permits issued to Indians.86 Therefore, the
authorities tended to sympathize with local Indians who pleaded with leaders
in India to help curtail this type of immigration in order to alleviate the
unemployment problem and to remove the 'obstacle' to their progress.87

In June 1930, the Fiji Government introduced the first of a series of
controls on immigration. It requested the Government of India "to take steps
to prevent the issue of a passport, or visa, valid for Fiji" to any male
unless he was accompanied by his wife, or produced evidence that he was a
bona fide resident of Fiji, or obtained the written consent of the Fiji
Governmeﬁt.88 This measure was designed to ameliorate the disproportionate
sex ratio by checking the influx of unattached males and unmarried Punjabis
who could become "a.discontented element in the community"” during "a time

of economic depréssion." In May 1931 another directive was lssued to

encourage suitable family migration and to warn intending male immigrants,
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without guaranteed employment and who would be unable to make a deposition
of £50, of the dangers of admission being refused.89 By this stage the
government had decided that the colony was incapable of absorbing "many more
Bombay trader-artisans" and the "batches of male Punjabis at the rate of 300
to 400 a year." As a corrective measure, the Secretary for Indian Affairs
advocated the implementation of a fixed quota of 500 immigrants of all classes
conditional . upon an outward flow of 200 repatriates and on the improvement
of economic condj.tions.9o

These controls were incorporated into the Fiji Immigration Amendment

Ordinance No., 5 of 1931 which empowered the Visiting Officer to the immigrant
vessel to demand a deposit of Z£50 from any immigrant who could become
"chargeable to the colony."” The main stipulation to the Government of India was
that "no single males or married males unaccompanied by their wives except
bona fide residents of Fiji would be granted passports without reference to

the Government of Fiji."9l

Important features of this Ordinance included a
system of endoresements--Endorsement A permitted entry, within ten months, on
payment of a deposit of #£50 and Endorsement B without payment of the
deposit. Category A included Indian males accompanied by thelr wives and
children, whereas Category B applied only to ﬁives travelling with their
children to join husbands. Indians who were born in the colony and who turned
eighteen before their departure, repatriated immigrants not absent over three
years, and other legally domiciled Indians with property and a business and
who possessed a valid passport issued in Fiji, were exempt from all these
provisions, The Ordinance forbade the entry of prostitutes, convicted persons,
lunatics, destitute and sick immigrants, stowaways, and other undesirable
immigrants,

The imposition of these controls precipitated a protest from the
Gujarati community and understandably so because of the predictable impact

on Gujarati immigraiion. In his reply to 'M. Narsey and Company' which had

instigated the protest, the Colonial Secretary acknowledged the important
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economic role played by the fBombay community' but pointed to the high volume
of male Gujaratis coming out for short periods. He expressed serious doubts
about fresh opportunities for more immigrants during a period of acute
depression, Furthermore, he reiterated the government's position on male
immigration and requested members of the Gujarati community to promote family
immigration.92 Contrary to the community's apprehension, the Fiji Government
was, generally, quite lenient in the application of these rules toward
Gujarati immigrants. It realized that the considerable traffic between India
and Fiji was inevitable, primarily due to the practice of merchants recruiting
assistants for théir business., The main concern was to curtail Punjabi
immigration, a goal which it héd partially accomplished in 1931, However,
toward the end of 1931 therofficial policy was modified, thereby resulting‘in
a firmer stand against the Gujaratis in an effort to break thelir monopoly over
"certain classes of business" in which they excluded local Indians,

In November 1931 the Fiji Government provided further guideliﬁes for the
issué of Indian passports to Fiji. This new stipulation was intended to
prevent the entry of "single men on family permits."93 Abuses in the
~endorsement system were now becoming apparent. Immigration officials in Fiji
encountered numerous immigrants who had received family permité, and who had
undertaken to travel with their wives and children, but who arrived in the
islands without their families. It occurred frequently in the case of young
married immigrants who travelled alone because they were presently incapable
of meeting the responsibilities of a 'Hindu householder.' This practice was
also common among young Gujaratis who were.married but who came to Fiji on
family permits as dependents of other immigrants. The authorities merely
desired that family permits be utilized for the purposes for which they were
intended,

Between 1932 and 1935 additional measures were taken to eradicate serious

loopholes which permitted individuals to circumvent the stipulations of the
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Immigration Ordinance. The authorities were aware of a common practice among
Gujaratis; who were unable to receive permits to travel to Fiji by the direct
route, to proceed to Australia first, Here; they informed officials of their
intention to proceed to Fiji, without producing evidence of entry being
guaranteed, and were exempted from paying a deposit of £100 to the shipping
firm involved, a concession given to immigrants proceeding to Fiji via
Australia, Having overcome this major hurdle, and since there were no
restrictions on movement between Austfalia and Fiji, it was, therefore, not
difficult to travel to Fiji. In September 1932 the Government Emigration
Agent for Fiji at Calcutta urged the Indian Government to prevent this type
of emigration because the Fiji Government "was no longer prepared to grant

o4

unrestrictive entry to Fiji of Indians travelling via Australia." As a
result of this concern, the concession to save Indian immigrants from making
a deposit of £100 in Australia was withdrawn. As of 1933 all Indians who were
unable to produce proof of entry into Fiji were required to make the deposit.

Tnspite of immigration controls, the government was still committed to
a policy of encouraging the entry of sultable families but it also felt the
need to allow "Indians of good character" to settlein the colony, Gujarati
immigrants fell into the latter category. Therefore, they were permitted to
introduce a limited number of friends and relatives as partners -on an
undertaking to provide them with suitable employment, provided that ‘such.
skilled laborers' (for example, tailors. and laundrymen) were Gnecessary to
maintain in an efficient state certain essential trades."95 In turn these
new immigrants, once established, were encouraged to introduce their families
as permanent settlers, Unfortunately, this policy had a serious flaw which
resulted in a common abuse that the government was unable to rectify for a
long time,

Many established Gujaratis who wished to return to India after a prolonged

absence could recruit relatives or friends in India to manage thelr concerns
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during their absence, Théy provided an undertaking that the new recruits
would remain in Fiji only for the period of their absence to prevent any
major disruptions in their business, Once the new immigrants arrived in Fiji,
and remained for the period stipulated; there were no legal sanctions against
them residing in Fiji permanently. In some cases, the person who intended to
leave cancelled his travel arrangements just prior to the arrival of his
replacement, Once his replacement had entered the colony he then proceeded
to introduce another immigrant in a simllar manner.96 The practice was
perfectly legal and served as an excellent means to circumvent the immigra-
tion restrictions,

Increasing incidences of infractions and abuses of the immigration rules
coincided with the difficulties in obtaining passports and permits for Fiji.
The passport authorities in India were only concerned with preventing the
departure of agricultural laborers but once clearance was obtained from Fiji
a passport was invariably issued, These abuses did not originate in India
and were, actually, the product of the limitations in the immigration
restrictions in Fiji. The Gujaratl community also condoned and encouraged
these abuses because of their ability to manipulate the rules to their
advantage, Above all, the system permitted infractions because the
government's policy favofed Gujaratis over Punjabis, It was certainly this
preference for one group over the other which . presented many difficulties,
especially in the case of caste groupings whose skills could not be absorbed.

The authorities in Fiji were able to detect the more flagrant breaches
of the resfrictions where.the element of deception and fraud was fairly
obvious. Cases of this nature involved immigrants who applied for entry to
Fiji on the pretext of wanting to settle old debts or going to some other
Pacific Island——Tonga; Rotuma, Tahiti——which clearly had stringent laws
against Indian immigration.97 It was evident that the varied nature‘of

permit applications created many difficulties for maintaining constant



102
surveillance. As relatives and friends were usually willing to make the
deposit of £50 and promised to provide employment, the authorities were
always hard pressed to bend rules and make exceptions, especially in
occupations such as bootmaking and hairdressing which offered little scope
for additional immigrants. But no objections were raised, and no deposit
requested, in the case of women who wished to travel alone. This lenient
attitude toward female immigrants was intended to serve as an inducement,
both to remove the prejudice against female migration to remote areas from
India as well as to enable parents to allow their daughters to léave.

In 1935 the Fiji Government finally took a firmer stand against abuses
of the immigration restrictions. It was anxious to control the inward flow
of artisans who were already in abundance in Fiji, and who could cause
problems of unemployment, Unconditional entry was no longer granted to
Indians returning to Fiji after a visit to India., In the case of all India-
born persons it decided that their passports would not be "valid for return
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to Fiji unless endorsed by the Passport Authorities in India,"” Furthermore,
all Indians departing from Fiji, and not in possession of a Fiji passport,

who intended to return atvsome future date, required a permit with an
endorsement from the Secretary of Indian Affairs that they would be "permitted
to land in Fiji."99 Implicit in this new system was the requirement for all
returnees and intending emigrants to procure visas for Fiji from Indian
passport authorities empowered to grant them., Essentially, there were two
types of visas--one which required a deposit of.%BO on landing as security
for the return voyage to India, and the other requiring no deposit, For

immigrants who wished to replace friends and relatives leaving Fiji for a

short period an 'approval' was necessary to the effect that the Fiji Government

would not object to "the issue of a passport ... subject to the Government
of India being Satisfied as to ... Zzheié7 ... character" and "conditional

upon ..., Zfeplacemen§7 ... leaving the colony on the return of ... /person
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visiting India '"lOO

By this stage‘the govérnment's policy had undergone considerable modifi-
cation from encouragement of suitable family immigration to a firm conviction
that strict controls should be imposed on the entry of persons who had no
permanent stake in the colony. The depression of the early 1930s had
already settled the debate over sponsored immigration which hovered over the
official mind since the end of the indenture system. In 1934 the Immigration
Fund to assist repatriated Indians to reemigrate to Fiji was permanently
terminated. Only a few European- planters still favored importation of
cheap Indian labor because of the high labor costs at home and the losses
incurred during the depression.lol The conditions in Fiji simply did not
permit such a large influx of Indians, The immigrants who came in the 1930s
had surpassed local Indians in achievement and virtually assured the
dominance of the India-born segment over the locally born. While the
government sought to remedy this discrepancy, it was not until 1936 that a
clear-cut policy emerged which favored the unrestricted entry and departure
of three classes of Indians only--those born in Fiji, those who entered under
indenture, and Indians with ten years continuous residence with established
business interests and employment of a permanent nature.lo2 By 1937 it had
become apparent that locally born Indians would not tolerate any relaxation
of the controls and demanded complete cessation of Indian immigration, There
was every indication that the government would comply.

The record of immigration since 1930 accentuated the need for a more
constructive policy to suit not only the economic conditions but also to
placate certain interests who felt uncontrolled Indian immigration would be
detrimental to the colony's progress (Table 3.4, p.,104)., The peak period
of immigration was 1930 when 1;013 péréons arrived in the colony chiefly by

the direct route. With the imposition of controls immigration fell sharply

for a two-year period between 1931 and 1932. Thereafter, immigration
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TABLE 3.4

INDIAN IMMIGRATION BETWEEN 1930 AND 1938

Total Gujarati Pun jabi
1930 1,013 n,a. n.a.
1931 281 = "
1932 209 " "
1933 361 approx. 150 (42%) "
1934 394" 160 (41%) "
1935 551" n.a. "
1936 650 371 (57%) 132 (20%)
1937 151 n.a. n.a.
1938 859 371 (40%) "

*
These figures differ in the two sources.

Source: Fiji, Report of Secretary of Indian Affairs, 1930-38.
Great Britain Colonial Reports: Fiji, 1930-38.
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experienced an upward surge inspite of more controls. Between 1933 and 1935,
inclusive; there was an average annual inward flow of 425, About fifty per
cent of the immigrants who came by the direct route were Gujaratis. The
introduction of the permit system in 1935 failed to curtail the influx, and
in 1936 immigration figures showed another sharp increase. Because there was
no direct steamer service between India and Fiji in 1937 the influx plunged
to a low figure for the first time since 1932, Another dramatic rise in 1938
served to offset any relief from the low intake the previous year,

By 1936 Gujaratis and Punjabis cbmprised 22 per cent of the India-born
component in a total Indian population of about 85,000 of whom 71 per cent
were classified as Fiji-born and 28 per cent as India—born.lo3 The Gujaratis
represented the single cultural and linguistic group which witnessed the
largest increase, from 1,200 in 1930 to 2,500 in 1935.104 This increase,
when examined within the context of the decline of the India-born segment,
merely reinforced the position of the Gujaratis as a potent and noticeable
element within the Indian population., The India-born population declined
from 33,156 in 1921 to 24,145 in 1936, whereas the locally-born Indians
increased by 125 per cent with a younger age scale (34,000 were 15 years or
less in age) than the Indis-born which had a higher per centage of adult males
as well as an obvious advantage over the locally born when it came to active
participation in the work force.lo5

Because of the youthful character of the population and a more balanced.
sex ratio (females constituted 43 per cent), only 25,190 Indians, over-
whelmingly males; were actively engaged in the work force.106 Two-thirds were
agriculturalists cultivating sugarcane; rice; cotton, and tobacco, Indians
grew 53 per cent of the sugarcane in 1934 and 97 per cent by 1939.107 of
the remaining third the largest groups were engaged in sugar production (584),

transport (583), and in commerce (1,003). Other categories included

professionals (L lawyers; 9 doctors; 175 teachers, 101 priests), personal
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‘service (79 hotel and restaurant keepers, 112 barbers, 106 laundrymen),
makers of textile and leather goods (327 tailors; 65 bootmakers), and metal
workers (117 jewelers; 47 mecharics, 22 tin, brass and copper smiths).108

The India-born component was not only visible in agriculture but also
in the artisan; commercial, and professional categories., The younger Fiji-
born population showed a preference for nonagricultural professions which,
perhaps, explains some of the friction arising from the attempt made by this
" group to move into the artisan and trade categories where there was a
preponderance of Gujaratis., The Gujaratis, all belonging to different castes,
were the leading jewelérs, the barbers, the laundrymen, the bootmakers, the
tailors, the shopkeepers (wholesale and retail), the hawkers, and the managers
and prépriétors of most Indian commercial éoncerns.

Tailors, predominantly Khatris, represented the largest group of Gujarati
immigrants who arrived.and institutionalized one particular form of activity
located in all the towns. Among the 945 Gujarati passport applicénts to Fiji
between 1930 and 1938; there were i46 hawkers, traders, and shopkeepers
(under a 'dubious' Patel category, perhaps, {o bypass the checks on the
emlgration of agriculturalists). This group was distinct from the precise
Patel categories of Patidar, Matia, and Kadva Kanbis who also moved into
commercial activity., The main artisan groups were Dhobis, Navs, and ‘Mochlis
who remainedin their respective caste occupations, Aftef 1931 Fiji seemed
to offer limited scope for Soni immigrants but they were well entrenched in
the jewelry business. Only a handful of Muslim Gujaratis applied for
passports for Fiji (10 in 1930 and 19 in 1936 for an overall total of 45)\
consisting of barbers and cultivators who wished to engage in trade.109

The Gujarati concentration in commerce, the Punjabi in dairying and
transport; alongside the activities of other Indian entrepreneurs, presented

a diéplay of affluence in the towns which could be interpreted as a visible

sign of progrésé; This ostentatious display of wealth in the towns, coupled
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with the prosperous appearance of Indian settlements dotted in the landscape
though acres of sugarcane; led to a misconception that there was "practically
no poverty" among the Indians, The appearance of prosperity was superficlal,
and deceptive, because there was a considerable dichotomy between the
éffluence of the towns and the simplicity of the rural settlements. These
rural settlements epitomized years of hard work and frugality. Homes were
usually constructed from wood and corrugated iron, and some houses were simple
thatched huts which, in spite of the neat exterior surroundings contained the
barest essentials to provide a simple 1if¢style. Many farmers were burdened
with debt arising from a conglomeration of factors--social obligations, low
income, high land premiums, exorbitant rates of interest charged by shop-
keepers and moneylenders, fraudulent practices of shopkeepers, legal fees,
and the high cost of litigation.llo .

The rise in agricultural indebtedness was just one of the many problems
which confronted Indians by 1940, Farmers were tied to the vicissitudes of
the world sugar market and operated within an economic structure in which a
single company now possessed a monopoly over sugar production, The inequi-
table economic system was compounded by the problems of land usage which
resulted in increased speculation and trafficking of leases. These problems
merely aggravated the complexity of other issues which affected Indians--the
sectarian disputes and rivalries which merged with political issues, the
acquisition of more political power to be on parity with other races, the
quest for better education which was linked intricately to more remunerative
jobs, and the demand for a fair share of the fruits of labor together with a
plea for better accessibility to large tracts of unused land,

Administrative responsibilities also grew more burdensome. The colony's
financial structure réstedanthe production of three crops; sugaf; copra, and
bananas; with very little attempt at agricultural diversification, The

population was expanding rapidly with only two races entrenched in defined
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economic roles--Europeans had the monopoly over capital and Indians grew
sugarcane, Fijians were the largest landholders but they were still rooted
to a communal system with a complex set of social and economic obligations,
Though their contribution to the work force was marginal, and was far removed
from the economic mainstream; theré was growing administrative awareness of
thelr social and material needs,

One response to the present conditions was the demand for tighter
'immigration restrictions. However, the Indian community was divided on this
question, In 1937, the Young Indian Society compriSing‘locally born Indians
advocéted the total prohibition of immigration, whereas anéther faction
headed by A, D. Patel,.as president of the Indian Association (formed in 1930
to safeguard Indian rights and interests), advocated removél of all
restrictions, Immigration was a major issue in the elections of 1937 when
local Indians challenged India-born candidates for political ascendancy in
the three constituencies, The government was acutely aware of the strong
sentiments expressed by the two factions, It appointed a committee that
year to consider and report on the immigration problem. The committee's
report of 1938 did not deviate from the government's present policy and
recommended retention of the permit system as the most suitable way to
control immigration.ll} It pressed for the establishment of a quota system
which woﬁld rigidly regulate the inward flow of immigrants on a proportional
basis--75 per cent;agricultﬁralists, 15 per cent traders, and 10 per cent
"special cases." But before any concrete action could be taken war broke
out,

In 1940 the government deferred consideration of the quota system until
after the war. During the war yearé a series of events involving Indians
merely reinforced the sentimént againét thé relaxation of immigration controls,

One Waé the formation of trade unions which resulted in another crisis in the

sugar industry and thé othér waé the failure on the part of the Indian
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community to respond to the war effort, Whereas Fijians responded volun-
tarily to the military effort the Indian effort was marginal which some
observers labelled as cowardice; especially in view of the economic benefits
reaped by the Indian commercial classes as a result of the massive inflow of
American currency.112

Fiji emerged from the war with another large population increase as well
as a war debt ofJEB,OO0,000. The colony's post-war developmeht plan was
heavily oriented toward soclal services with little expepditure earmarked for
its resources. In anticipation of another influx of immigrants in the post-
war period, there was énother plea for the restriction of immigration, In
1947 the Legislative Council of Fiji finally brought into law an ordinance
to contfol immigration by the permit system, The ordinance was specially
aimed at curbing the frequency of travel. by Gujaratis between India and Fiji
and restricted the period of absence from Fiji to 12 months. The measure
brought to an end the uncertainties and limitations of the previous
regulations which had permitted'the entry of Indians under restrictive but
liberal controls,

The emergence of the Gujaratis as the main immigrant group to Fiji is
certainly one of the more interesting features of 'free' or the passport
system of emigration from India, It was in part due to the abolition of
the indentured system of emigration, and the inability to devise an alterna-
tive scheme acceptable to the Government of India, which severed Fiji from its
traditional sources of migrants in the United Provinces and Madras, The
survival of the sugar industry, the growth of 'sugar towns', and the recovery
of Fiji's economy from the setbacks of the early 1920s all created new
avenues for immigrants; especlally Gujaratis; to come in increasing numbers
to péddle their skills, The breakdoﬁn of Fiji's isolation from the rest of
the world merely facilitated the movement of migrants to Fiji, and the

éétablishmént of communication netﬁorks internally enabled them to move to
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other areas of Fiji.

Yet the same exuberance which had permitted the unrestricted entry of
Indians since 1920 soon turned into dismay as the more enterprising breed
of immigrants from India began to surpass local Indians economically and to
infuse conflicts within the community especially in the mafter of religion
and politics., The Gujaratis, in particular, forged ahead in the commercial
sphere more than any other group., The dampening effects of the worldwide
depression merely aggravated the situation, Together with the strains and
stresses introduced within the Indian community by the India—born component,
these conditions generated a need for immigration restrictions especilally at
a time when the pervading influence of the Gujaratis had become noticeable.
The government desired restrictions as part of their administrative
responsibility not only to the indigenous Fijians but also to the local
Indians who had more established roots with Fiji; the local Indians on
their part also advocated controls to prevent the creeping influence of the

Indié—born component from disrupting their progress in Fiji,
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Indian Immigration, C.P. 24/38.

1128tanner, op., cit.,, p. 252, This bias in Stanner's observation could
have been less blatant if he had taken into consideration that businessmen
from all racial groups, not just Indians, benefitted immensely from the
wartime prosperity. However, it should be pointed out that the Indian war
effort still remains as a blemish today,



CHAPTER IV

THE GUJARATI EMIGRANTS TO FIJI AND THEIR SOCIAL BACKGROUND

Wealth makes it easier to wlthstand our
misfortunes at-home, but when our pockets
are empty let us turn to the wealth of
foreign lands,

This proverbial saying among the Gujaratis seems to epitomize much of
thelr attitude toward emigration and reveals why the concept was so readily
accepted, But it only provides part of the answer to the whole process of
Gujarati emigration to Fiji, Misfortunes and natural calamities are indeed
important variables to consider when examining the migration of people from
one area to another, In the case of the Gujaratis it is also necessary to
examine the cultural environment which shaped the immigrant personality.
After all immigration does not conjure up visions of the ordinary personality
but rather a special type who not only has the psychological drive to escape
adverse conditions at home but also the necessary fortitude to adapt to
strange conditions elsewhere,

This chapter focuses on the social background of the Gujarati emigrants
who went to Fiji between 1900 and 1945, that is, during the indenture period
until 1920, and the period of free emigration from 1921, By examining the
regions from which the migrants originated and the main emigrant castes,
the chapter will show that Gujarati emigration was a complex process,

The emigrants came from many places, ranging from Kathiawar in peninsular
Gujarat to Bulsar in mainland Gujarat, and not just from any one single area,
They did not comprise a precise representation of Gujarati society but a
cross-section of groups throughout Gujarat who were conditioned by their own
regional environments and who emigrated at different times,

Gujarati penetration into Fiji began twenty-five years after the

introduction of the.first indentured laborers in 1879, Prior to 1900 the
119
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contact between Western India and Fiji remained insignificant because the
main areas of recruitment for Fiji were Bihar and the eastern regions of
present-day Uttar Pradesh, Some efforts were made to recrult laborers in
the Gujarati districts of Bombay Presidency, especially in Ahmedabad in
1883-84, but the provincial government continually objected to any systematic
recruiting for Fiji.2 Besides, there were also no direct water routes
between the Port of Bombay and Fiji which would have facilitated communica-
tlon and provided some inducement for travel.between the two areas, Until
1902, when Madras was opened as another emigration agency, Calcutta remained
the only port from which travel to Fiji could be undertaken, Western India
and Fiji thus remained isolated from each other, First, there was hardly
any official inducement to indentured emigration from that part of India
for Fiji., Second, there were no direct sea routes which could have permitted
travel between the two areas, Moreover, the composition of the Indian popula-
tion in Fiji, which remained North Indian in character both linguistically
and culturally uﬁtil the arrival of laborers from Madras, hardly provided
any impetus to nonindentured emigration from Bombay Presidency,

Piji's attraction for Gujafatis was in many respects different from the
Bast African experience, Recent studies of Gujarat and Africa have shown
the existence of vigorous maritime activity between the two areas which
date as far back as the first century A,D, or even earlier.3 There was
considerable trade between the southern East African coastal regions and
Cutch, Kathiawar, Gujarat, and Broach (all part of present-day Gujarat).
This tontact-between the western Indian seaboard and the East African coast
did not undergo much transformation even with the advent of strong maritime
powers in the Indian Ocean--namely the Arabs and later the Portuguese,
Under the Portuguese the northwestern ports of India became increasingly
embroiled in slave trafficking;q In the nineteenth century this trade link

received another impetus with the emergence of the Omani sultanate in
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Zanzibar, The revival of trade created an influx of immigrants from Cutch,
Gujarat, and the Konkan regions, Another phase of Indian penetration from
Western India began with introduction of indentured laborers through Bombay
and Karachi to construct the railway in Uganda, These laborers were predomi-
nantly Sikh in origin but they were soon followed by free emigrants from all
the existing centers of the Indian Ocean trade, The existence of the old
trade routes and the long tradition of maritime and commercial activity in
the Indian Ocean provided a sense of continuity to the movement between
Western India and East Africa, Furthermore, the establishment of various
emigration agencies, including Broach, Surat, and Bombay, to supply laborers
for Bast, South, and Central Africa offered considerable stimulus to Indian
immigration,

Fiji did not offer the same commercial possibilities and opportunities
which could be found in the link between East Africa and Western India, It
was a relatively isolated area forming a triangular link with the more
important British spheres of influence--Australia and New Zealand., Through-
out the nineteenth century its importance was linked td the various
commercial ventures--whaling, Yeche-de-mer, cotton growing, and sugar--
undertaken in the islands, None of these ventures, with the exception of
sugarcane cultivation, brought the area into contact with India, This
contact was established only after the annexation of the islands by the
British in 1874, In 1879 the first Indian laborers arrived but the intro-
duction of these immigrants did not precipitate an influx of the commercial
types of Indians from Western India who had flocked to East Africa in
pursuit of opportunities which arose from the-.opening of hinterland with the
construction of the railway. From 1879 to 1900, or even later, there was a
marked absence in Fiji of Indians who had come with the specific purpose of
conducting trade; Fiji's isolation from India and the lack of established

sea routes, except for the plying of direct immigrant ships from Calcutta,
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offered hardly any inducement to Indians other than indentured laborers.

In 1901 the first large batch of Gujarati immigrants arrived. These
immigrants were Parsi artisans who had been recruited in Bombay Presidency
by Thomas Hughes, an official of the G,S,R,, who was visiting India, As the
Parsi artisans originated from an area where recruiting for Fiji was pro-
hibited the permission of both the Government of India and the Government
of Bengal had to be obtained before they could depart through the Port of
Calcutta, In fact the immigration of the Parsi artisans represents the only
case of Gujarati recruitment‘for Fiji after 1900 which was given official
sanction, Moreover, the artisans could be best described as 'specialist'
immigrants who became an important feature of Indian immigration at a later
date,

The Parsis should rightfully be regarded as part of the Gujarati
penetration into Fiji. They did not fall into the classification of traders
but were listed as having come from Bombay., Nevertheless, it would be
difficult to dispute their cultural and linguistic affinity to Gujarat.
Despite their dispersal throughout Western India, and their concentration
in Bombay City, Parsis have always regarded Surat or Navsari (formerly in
Baroda State and now part of Gujarat) as their traditional homeland in India.5

The arrival of the Parsis was not followed by an influx of Gujgratis
into Fiji., In fact, there were no more cases of Gujarati immigration until
1904, That year two Sonis (Sonars), Chunilal Ganji and Virji Narshi,
arrived on board an immigrant steamer through the Port of Calcut‘ba.;6 Both
Chunilal and Virji came from Porbandar in Kathiawar but had first heard of
Fiji in Natal, Being goldsmiths by profession, they were convinced that
there would be a great demand for their skills among the Indians in Fiji,

The next instance of Sonil immigration, certainly an isolated case, occurred
in 1905 when Lakhu Premji Soni arrived through Calcutta from Jamnagar

(Nawanagar) in Kathiawar. After 1905 there was a lapse of three years
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before more Sonis arrived from Porbandar, There are no definite estimates
of numbers because of the paucity of documented evidence concerning free
emigration, Throughout the first decade of the twentieth century there was
neither a definite pattern nor a steady inflow of immigrants of the Soni
caste from Kathiawar,

Between 1908 and 1909 another caste grouping, which would acquire the
same importance and significance as the Soni caste, entered Fiji, In 1908
Narotam Karsandas arrived and was followed by Motiram Narsey a year later,
Both were from the Navsari Division (located in southern Gujarat) of Baroda
State and belonged to the Khatri caste{7 Unlike the first two Sonis, Virji
and Chunilal, who had first established contact with members of the Indian
community located in Suva before emigrating, Narotam and Motiram were more
daring in-theilr venture for they had no preconceived notions of the area to
which they were travelling, They seemed to have been entirely motivatéd by
their belief that there would be a great demand for their tailoring skills,
Their conviction of being readily accepted by the Indian community still
placed them in the same category as the Sonis, but certainly epitomized the
'adventuring spirit' of Gujaratis which has been turned into a hackneyed
expression by Gujarati scholars{8 Travelling to Fiji at this time was more
than a calculated risk, The pitfalls were innumerable--the problem of
adaptation in a hostile and.unfamiliar territory, the difficulties in
communicating in a foreign language, the lack:of funds to establish a
business, and the ever-present possibility of being stranded without adequate
means to return home, However, there were two major considerations that
worked in favor of the Gujarati'immigrants; One was the presence of a
large Indian community which, perhaps through the feeling of having
originated from a common homeland, would render assistance in times of
difficulty, The second important factor centered on the close proximity of

both Australia and New Zealand which imposed stringent immigration
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restrictions governing the entry of Indians but still allowed them to enter
provided they fulfilled certain conditions,

The insignificance of Gujaratil immigration, and its infinitesimal
impact on the Indian community in FiJji at this time, could be best illus-
trated by the fact that only one other caste category arrived before the
decade was over, In 1910 Dullabh Kalyan, a Mochi (shoemaker) by caste, from
Mahuva Taluka in Navsari went to Fiji but returned to India after two years.9
This was definitely another solitary and isolated incidence of emigration
from the southern part of Gujarat, Neither the presence of the two Khatris
nor that of the single Mochi in Fiji produced a spontaneous outburst of
emigration from their villages., The return of Dullabh Kalyan after a short
stay merely brought into focus the difficulties and hardships incurred in
migrating to a relatively unknown area, such as Fiji, which presented many
formidable hurdles to even the most courageous immigrants, Another major
problem was that the first Gujarati immigrants encounteredvmuch competition
from other Indian craftsmen, artisans, and nonindentured Indians who were
being drawn into some form of commercial activity, It seemed that the Sonis
were the most successful Gujarati caste grouping who,:in spite of the
competition from Sonars from other parts of India, withstood the rigors of
life in Fiji because of the large demand for gold Jjewelry by Indians being
repatriated,

Another phase of Gujarati immigration occurred between 1910 and 1914,
or until the suspension of shipping.between India and the Pacific after the
commencement of the war, During this time emigrants, especially from the
southern parts of Gujarat, established a network of contacts in the
countries of the South Pacific., Travel to Australia and New Zealand was on
the increase, The possibilities in Fiji, arising from the expansion of
the sugar industry, also seemed to attract Gujaratis of the artisan and

cultivating castes, Fiji was near to New Zealand, about a thousand miles
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northeast of the latter, and a direct shipping service which linked the two
facilitated movement to either of these places, This route was becoming
popular with Kolis, a caste of agricultural laborers, who generally preferred
going to New Zealand where they had started a small settlement in Auckland,
Most of them engaged in the fruit and vegetable business, The first
documented case of Koli immigration to Fiji occurred in 1911 with the arrival
of Nana Lakhman (sic) who came from the Navsari Division in Baroda State.lo
This could be cited as another isolated case but it can be ascertained from
the subsequent trends in Gujarati emigration to the South Pacific, that Nana
Lakhman had come to Fiji with the intention of proceeding to New Zealand,
only to be thwarted by the imposition of a literacy test there, in 1914, on
Indians desiring to enter the country. Eventually, he returned to India in
1915,

Those groups who came to Fiji were indeed attracted by the economic
possibilities and through the information transmitted to them by fellow
villagers who had gone to Australia and New Zealand, This triangular link
among the three areas played a vital role in encouraging emigration on a
moderate scale, In 1912 a Nav (barber by caste) named Nathubhai came to Fiji
for a brief period, and in 1914 Dahya Hansji, another Mochi (bootmaker),
joined the ranks of the small Gujarati community in Suva.:Ll All these cases
of emigration by the three minor castes——Koli, Mochi,‘amiNav——occurred from
South Gujarat and indicated a general pattern that would be firmly
eétablished at a later date,

Only the two ploneering caste groupings found Fiji to be a lucrative
field for their skills, The Sonis swelled in number from 21 in 1911 to

).12 The

51 in 1914 (including Sonars who were from other parts of India
Khatris also discovered ample scope for their trade, In Suva, the expanding
capital of Fiji; Narotam Karsandas launched the first Gujarati tailoring

shop in 1911 under the business name of Narotam: His caste fellow and
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friend, Motiram Narsey, immediately emulated Narotam by starting his own
tailoring concern under the name of M, Narsey, Motiram displayed a very
iniegéstiﬁg aspect of Gujarati business acumen in Fiji, He was hesitant to
embark on any buSiﬁess venture which was different from that of Narotam
Karsandas, After all the latter had engaged in a risky undertaking in the
face of difficult édds, considering the stiff competition he faced from the
established European concerns, But his business proved to be profitable,
enhancing his prestige immensely in the eyes of other Gujaratis., He
successfully aspired toward. a new level of social and economic expectations
which, in turn, became the norm for other members of his caste, His caste
fellow, Motiram, was certainlyr.desirous of not being left behind, or for
that matter outdone by Narotam who basically had the same tailoring skills,
and consequently needed little inducement to enter business,

Both Narotam's and Motiram's business formed the nucleus through which
other Khatris gained a foothold in Fiji, Relatives, family members, and
friends, including Gopal Anandji, Jagjiwan Bhukendas, Motiram's eldest son
Jamnadas, Narotam's cousin Tribohan Ratanji, arrived to assist in the
management of the two tailoring shops.l3 Here, another characteristic
Gujarati behavior became evident, 3By introducing relatives, it was possible
to avoid the pitfalls of any major disruption in their businesses and to
leave these concerns under reliable management while making perlodic visits
to India,

By 1910 it appeared that emigration to Fiji had become the preserve
of two groups only--Sonis and Khatris who came from two distinct and separate
culture zones of Gujarat, However, the arrival of Manilal Doctor in 1912,
an English-trained lawyer éf the Bania caste from Baroda City in Baroda
State (in Central Gujarat), brought another secondary zone of Gujarat into
contact with Fiji, Manilal was drawn to Fiji for a totally different reason

than other Gujaratis, Though he was anxious to establish a law practice
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there, his experience in Mauritius as a self—stYled champion of Indian
laborers gave him the ideal credentials for the 'Hindustani' lawyer whom
Gandhi had agreed to provide to assist Fiji Indians with their difficulties.lu
Manilal was the first of three Gujarati lawyers who came through the connec-
tion between leaders in Fiji and Indian nationalist politicians,

Prior to 1912 little was known of Fiji in the Baroda area, The solitary
instance of Dahyabhai Patel of Dharmaj (Petlad District) applying for a
passport for Fiji in 1908 was inconsequential.15 He went to Africa instead
which seemed to indieate that Gujaratis, especially the Patidars of Central
Gujarat, were still attracted to the possibilities in Africa and were
reluctant to venture into an unknown area, Manllal was another isolated
case of Gujarati emigration to Fiji from Central Gujarat, but it was
certainly his presence there which attracted Appabhai,

Appabhal was a primary school teacher who was disenchanted with his
poorly paid occupation and his inability to ehhance his fortunes at home,
Consequently, he resorted to emigration in search of the same wealth and
prestige which many of his fellow villagers had found in Africa, Rather
than following the well trodden route to Africa, Appabhal preferréd the
unknown frontier in the Pacific, Appabhal utilized the link between
Australia and New Zealand to explore the prospects there (already described
in an earlier éhapter) without much success, Had it not been for his know-
ledge of Manilal in Fiji:he could have concelvably returned to India, His
decision to proceed to Fiji was actually motivated by his failures in
Australia and New Zealand, He arrived in Fiji in 1914 where his perseverence
and friendship with the Sonis, both Patidars and Sonis beilng strict vegeta-
rians, prompted him to remain in Fiji, Appabhail was soon joined by
Chimanbhai Patel, another Patidar from Bhadran (Petlad District), thus

marking the initiation of a friendship that resulted in a business partner-

ship through which other Patidars came.
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The reopening of the shipping routes between the Pacific and India after
1915 initiated the most important phase of Gujarati immigration to Fiji until
1920, The emigration of Gujaratis became more pronounced from 1916 and
received its chief impetus from a number of factors, First, the pioneering
immigrants had returned home to their respective villages with favorable
information about the prospects in Fiji, Second, the importance of FiJji also
became significant as a result of prohibitive measures in other British
possessions and territories which restricted the entry of Indians, Third,
the Government of Fiji was beginning to publicize Fiji as an ideal place for
Indian settlement and was hesitant to impose restrictive measures to curtail
the entry of Indians, Fourth, the Government of India, which had already
exerted increasing control over indentured emigration, did not consider it
necessary to restrict emigration under the system of passports on the ground
that this would be direct interference with the liberty of Indians who had
the means to go abroad, Fifth, rules and procedures for issuing passports
were revised to allow Provincial Governments in India to issie travel
documents and passports to intending travellers more readily, All these
developments, together with the ban against indentured emigration which had
previously served as a deterrent to the agricultural castes, had a profound
effect in promoting Gujarati emigration,

Sonis and Khatris dominated this phase of emigration which was more
organized and did not occur in the same haphazard manner as the movement of
the artisan castes and agricultural laborers, Between 1915 and 1917 the
first Gujarati emigrants who had gone to Fiji before the war returned to thelr
homeland to join their families, to secure help for their businesses, and to
convince friends and relatives that there was ample opportunity for everyone.
For the Sonis these periodic visits played an important function., They
enabled family genealogists to compile and complete their histories, as

well as plot the movement of families, These genealogical compilations
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provided invaluable information to other members of the village who wished
to emigrate to areas where their kinfolk were residing. These visits often
proved to be costly because of the distance travelled, Sonis invariably had
to pass through the Port of Calcutta while leaving India or returning to
Kathiawar, which added immensely to the cost of travelling, When Chunilal
Ganji returned to India in 1915 he decided that it would be, perhaps, less
burdensome financially if Sonis could take their families with them to Fiji,
Generally, those who had already spent over two years abroad, the normal
period which most immigrants considered sufficient to enable them to make
enough money to provide a comfortable standard of living at home, sharéd
Chunilal's views on family emigration., The two-year period in Fiji was
simply too short to accomplish any financial goal, Now the emigration of
families was seen as an answer to the necessary and frequent, but expensive,
visits to the homeland, Thus, when Chunilal decided to take his family with
him at the end of 1916 he initiated a trend which other Sonis soon followed,

Khatri emigration also operated almost in the same manner as Soni
emigration, Motiram Narsey, Gopal Anandji, and Narotam Karsandas--the
pioneers to Fiji--were in Navsari in 1916.16 Their Business ventures, which
appeared to be flourishing, generated considerable interest not only among
their own caste grouping but among other castes as well, Khatris who wished
to join their 'privileged' caste-fellows in Fiji were often directly
recruited to meet the manpower requirements of the tailoring concerns there,
It was evident that the three prominent Khatris dictated the pattern of
Khatri emigration, The most active recruiter was Narotam Karsandas who
returned to Fiji with 11 other new migrants in 1917.17 Other groups from
the same locality who hoped to emigrate were also gilven assurances of
assistance from Khatris already resident in Fiji,

Between 1916 and 1920, 752 Gujaratis applied for passports in Bombay

and Baroda %o proceed to Fiji (see Table 4,1 on p. 130),
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TABLE 4,1

PASSPORT APPLICATIONS BY AREA AND YEAR (1916-1920)

YEAR " AREA

Kathiawar Baroda British Misec, Total

State Gujarat Areas

1916 19 L9 56 - 124
1917 L1 53 50 1 145
1918 17 5 160 - 228
1919 21 93 48 - 162
1920 2 57 34 - 93
TOTAL 100 303 348 1 752

Source: Passport Registers, Political Department, Bombay, 1912-1920.
Emigration and Passport Files, Hugzur English Office, Baroda,
1916-1920,

The British areas of Gujarat produced forty-six per cent of the prospective
migrants, with Baroda State producing forty per cent, and Kathlawar thirteen
per cent., Only forty-four per cent of all applicants were listed under a
specific caste category. The majority did not specify their caste and were
merely listed as cloth merchants, hawkers, and fruit and vegetable vendors,
Within the last category were Kolis and the less significant grades of
cultivators and agriculturalists who could not be included among the Kanbis,
In Baroda State it was a common practice for the agriculturalists not to
state their caste for fear of having their applications rejected, The
authorities were very dubious of applications from agriculturalists whom

they suspected of indenturing themselves in Fiji; This close scrutiny of
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applicants also prompted other castes at the bottom of the soclal scale,
including Untouchables, to list themselves in the commercial category, that
is, as vendor or hawker, which carried with it some of the respectability
which was generally accorded the Bania caste, Another way to avoid the
scrutiny was to apply for a passport in Bombay City where application
formalities were less rigid and passports easier to obtain,

Sonis and Khatris led other castes who hoped to emigrate to Fiji, being
the two groups most likely to reach thelr destination, They were followed by
Kanbis of all categories, Kolis, Sutars (carpenters), Lohars (blacksmiths),
Mochis (shoemakers), Dhobis (washermen), Darjis (tailors by caste and
different from Khatris), and Navs (Barbers). Applications from high caste
Gujaratis were insignificant, Though two Brahmins could be found among the
applicants, they obviously did not make the Jjourney because the first Brahmin
immigrant did not arrive until 1939, The Muslim applicants cqnsisted mainly
of Navs and agriculturalists. Groups found in the merchant, hawker, and
vendor categories were Kolis and less singificant castes such as Dheds (in
Gujarat to mean a conglomeration of the untouchable castes), Ghanchis
(oilmen), and Macchis (fishermen). It would appear that most of the castes
of a typical Gujarati village, with the exception of Brahmins and Bhangis
(scavengers), were represented among the applicants (see Table 4,2 on p, 132).

The background of the emigrants reveals that they were drawn from two
distinet culture zones of Gujarat., The two zones, Kathiawar and the
southern part of mainland Gujarat, differed in physiographical features, in
climate, in the distribution of population and theirilivelihood, in the
historical and cultural traditions, in the system of government, and above
all, in customs, manner of speech, and mode of dress,

Kathiawar consists of a wedged-shaped peninsula which juts into the
Arabian Sea extending over a length of 200 miles and has an undulating

surface interspersed with low mountain ranges, Its hilly terrains are
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TABLE b,2

PASSPORT APPLICATIONS BY AREA, CASTE AND OCCUPATION

KANBI*

1916-1920

CASTE MISC, OCCUPATIONAL  OTHERS

GROUPS

SUTAR/
LOHAR
DHOBL
MOCHI
CLOTH
MERCHANT
OR HAWKER

KHATRT
NAV
DARJT
KOLL

FRULT AND
VEGETABLE

VENDOR

MUSLIM

TOTAL

CUTCH
KATHT ANAR

Bhavnagar 1
Junagadh 7
Navanagar 19
Porbandar 57

BARODA STATE

Baroda
Division
Navsari
Division
BRITISH
GUJARAT

Ahmedabad

Broach

Kaira

Surat 5

'._l

o4 6 27 21 5 8 131

1

5
8 7 5 15 15 13 196

23 6 3

2

35 2 8

20
71

296

O\d\ln O

33

TOTAL 2 90

*¥Includes Patidars

62 11 13 48 21 20 21 335

58 11 17

752

Source: Passport Registers, Political Department, Bombay, 1912-20,

Emigration and Passport Files, Huzur English Office,

Baroda, 1916-20,
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located in the central portion of the peninsula with the southern mountain
range running parallel with the coastal region., The whole region falls
within the temperate climatic zone which, together ﬁith the varying nature
of its soils, affected vegetation as well as agricultural productivity. ‘The
area is not particularly blessed by the monsoons, As a result, the rainfall
is very uncertain and varies immensely across the peninsula, The areas most
contiguous to mainland Gujarat has higher rainfall than other regions, Much
of the peninsula, except the southern coastal areas and the northern parts
which are closer to Cutch, falls within the 'Deccan trap' type of geological
formation with soils ranging from medium black to sandy alluvium, The
nature of the soils and the moderate rainfall necessitates a heavy ieliance
on irrigétion.lB

The relative isolation of Kathiawar from mainland Gujarat gave rise to
a rich historical and cultural tradition, In spite of its isolation, this
region was neither secluded from outside influence nor immune to attacks
from invaders. Through the northern land routes, Kathiawar was very suscep-
tible to migrations and contact with Sind, Punjab, and Rajputana (Rajasthan),
Because of its long coastline, on which a number of principal towns were
situated, namely Navanagar (Jamnagar), Porbandar, Veraval, and Bhavnagar,
Kathiawar was drawn into the Indian Ocean trade by the commercial and
maritime routes to Bast Africa and other‘countries;

The population density was affected by the climatic conditions, by the
medium black soils in the interior, and by the unproductive soils on the
coasts. The population was unevenly spread over 193 separate princely
states, governed as a Political Agency of the Government of Bombay from
1822, and was only dense in those areas where the soils were the most
fertile, The coastal regions were sparsely populated, perhaps indicative of
the uncultivable-nature of the soils and the recourse to other types of

occupational activity., In spite of the vast land mass the population density
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was 112 per square mile which was low in comparison with other areas of
Gujarat{19

' The more important castes were the Rajputs, the principal landowners
and the ruling families in almost all the states; Kanbis, the leading
agriculturalists; Xolis, who were also agriculturalists but formed the bulk
of the 'floating' non-agricultural laboring population; Brahmins; Banias
and Lohanas, who dominated the commerce and trade of the peninsula with the
Memon and Khoja Muslims; and Rabaris, who were pastoral farmers.zo There
were, of course, other caste groupings which would be an essential part of
a typical Gujarati community--Mochi, Darji, Nav, etc.

Agriculture constituted the main source of livelihood, although the
inhabitants of the coastal regions were exclusively involved in trade and
commerce, Pastoral farming was restricted to the hilly regions, The
peninsula was renowned for a number of its cottage industries--embroidery
and 'Bhandani' (tie-and-dye), However, these activities did not provide
any great degree of self-sufficiency to the whole region, Owing to its
weak agricultural base, resulting from a complicated system of land tenure
and poor soils, and in spite of the strong tradition of maritime activity,
which saw the constant movement of people to Africa and back, there was
considerable migration to other parts of India,

Kathiawar possessed an eclectic tradition, best manifested in the
activities of its dominant trading communities, which was conditioned by
both Vaisnavism and Jainism, The impact of both these traditions was
extremely profound which seemed to explain why Brahmins, who were the
carriers of a more ancient and rigid tradition, occupied a less significant
place in society. Vaisnavism, with its emphasis on gods with life-like
qualities, seemed more appealing than the asceticism of the Vedas and was
readily embraced, together with Jainism, by the trading castes;21 Both

Jainism and Vaisnavism, which made ahimsa and vegetarianism a trade-mark
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among Banias, allowed a great degree of flexibility that enabled the trading
castes to raise the acquisition of wealth above the Brahmanic injunctions
against trade, Because of their wealth, their exemplary social conduct,
and a highly disciplined 1lifestyle, which involved strict observance of
religious rites and adherence to ahimsa and vegetarianism, the Gujarati
Banias acquired a status comparable to the Brahmins, Jain Banias and
traders had no religious edicts against travel abroad whereas Vaisnava
traders restricted their activities to Kathiawar,'other urban centers in
Gujarat, and Bombay City. However, it should be stressed that where the
economic factor superseded religious considerations Vaisnava Banias also went
abroad,

The second zone can best be described as mainland or coastal Gujarat
from the south bank of the Sabarmati on the extreme north to the Dangs in the
south which incorporated both Central and South Gujarat, This zone has
often been referred to as the plains of Gujarat through which the four
principal rivers of Gujarat--the Sabarmati, the Mahi, the Narmada, and the
Tapi--flow, The zone is remarkably flat consisting of a continuous fertile
plain, The hilly terrain which covers the better part of Kathiawar is
located westward toward the Vindhya Range, the Sapuda Range, and the Western
Ghats, In spite of the regularity of the terrain, the zone contains a
variety of soils, ranging from the unproductive coastal alluvium near the
mouths of the rivers to the rich black soils of both the Gorada and Kali
varieties in the interior, Comparatively, Central and South Gujarat had a
stronger agricultural base than Kathiawar owing to rich soils and a higher
rainfall, The southern regions have the highest rainfall in Gujarat, almost
five times as much as Kathiawar, Thus, this zone possessed the necessary
climatic and physical conditions to support a larger population than
Kathiawar;zz

Just as Kathiawar had never been immune from invaders from the north,
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and other foreign influience from the strong commercial and maritime activity
along its long coast—line; so Central and South Gujarat were susceptible to
the influence of the Muslims, the Dutch, the Portuguese, the Marathas, and
the British.'23 Two of its ports--Cambay and Broach--were prominent in the
link with Africa, Surat was a major commercial and maritime port under the
British until it was superseded by Bombay in the nineteenth century. The
area was politically and administratively divided into British Gujarat and
Baroda State with other secondary states, British Gujarat consisted of the
Ahmedabad, Kaira and Panch Mahals, Broach, and Surat Collectorates which were
carved out of the former territories of the Muslim, the Gaikwar, and the
Peshwa powers, The Gailkwar's territories were widely dispersed, Only two
main administrative divisions were located in this zone--Baroda and Navsari
which were separated by the British Collectorates of Surat and Broach, The
less significant princely states were located toward: the borders of Gujarat.

The high population density of this zone could be attributed to its
rich soils, the abundant rainfall, and a uniform system of transportation and
communication throughout Central and South Gujarat which linked the zone to
the heart of a wider market system--first to Surat and then to Bombay City.
The highest concentration of population was in Kaira and Surat, perhaps-
indicative of the high level of agricultural productivity and development in
these centers.zu The population density was, in fact, almost four times
that in Kathiawar which also implied a higher level of land utilization,

The castes of the zone did not falliinto a rigid social structure., As
in Kathiawar, there was no strict adherence to the traditional varna
categories;25 In this part of Gujarat thére has been constant reference to
two classes of people——Kali—Pardj'which referred to the darker or the

aboriginal, often the earliest, inhabitants, and the Ujali Varna which
embraced Brahmins, Rajputs, Kanbis, Bania, and craftsmen or all classes of

people who worshipped Brahmanical gods and observed the corresponding customs
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and.rituals{26 However, as a general rule, those groups who were the leading
agriculturalists, the principal moneylenders and businessmen, or the predomi-
nant landowners occupied a very important position in the caste hierarchy,

In Central Gujarat, the Leva Kanbis or Patidars from Charotar had the
reputation of being the most enterprising landowners and farmers who also
claimed to be the original settlers of Gujarat{27 They were followed by the
Rajputs. who, unlike their Kathiawar counterpart, tilled for the Patidars;
the Brahmins, who were more noted for their administrative abilities than
their priestly functions; Xbélis, both agriculturalists and laborers; the
artisan castes and finally the untouchable castes;28 Moreover, Kaira had a
large Muslim population and southward toward Broach one encountered a larger
Muslim population, The Muslims of Broach were prosperous landowners, agri-
culturalists, and general cultivators., The Sunni Bohrahs were prominent in
business and trade.29

In South Gujarat, a number of Brahmin jatis enjoyed a very high economic
and social position similar to that of Patidar in Central Gujarat, The Anavil
Brahmins, commonly known as Desais, owned and occupied the most productive
tracts of land, They formed the leading agricultural group, The Audich
Brahmins of Surat District- were prosperous landlords and cultivators also.BO
Among the non-Brahmins, the Kanbis--both Kadva and Matia--were very actively
engaged in agriculture, The Matia jati acquired the reputation of being the
most enterprising agriculturalists in the Jalalpor and Bardoli divisions of
Surat, Kolis constituted another group with some agricultural affiliation,
but they played a similar role here as they did in other regions of Gujarat.,
In South Gujarat, they formed the coastal-based population who were engaged
in seafaring activity as well as in agriculture as laborers, Kacchia Patels
were yet another agricultural group, reputed to be of Koli and Kanbl origin,

who took to the growing and marketing of garden produce exclusively.31 The

Rajputs seemed to have lost their social significance, in addition to their
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clan purity, in South Gujarat, The castes with Rajput appellation, or those
which claimed to be of Kshatriya origin, were found among the artisan
castes--Mochi, Khatri, and Darji. The artisan castes played a more signifi-
cant economic role in South Gujarat than elsewhere. This could be attributed
to the importance of Surat as a commercial and market center as well as the
seat of the weaving industry (both silk and cotton), Surat, Billimora,
Gandevi, Navsari, and Bulsar existed as important centers of either the ship-

building industry or the handloon industry}32

The non-Hindu groups comprised
Muslims and Parsis whose:impact on the local culture was hardly comparable
to the Jain influence in Kathiawar,

While there were distinct differences in physical features, climatic
conditions, demographic variations, fertility of the soils, and land utiliza-
tion between the two zones, the cultural tradition was essentially the same,
The impact of Vaisnavaism, which fell heavily under the influence of Jainism,
was most profound in Kathiawar where its leading exponents, the Banias,
occupied a high position in the soclal hierarchy, comparable to that of the
Brahmins elsewhere, The Vaisnava-Jain influence diminished as it got closer
to South Gujarat which was evident through the prolific consumption of meat
and alcohol by certain artisan Hindu groups of Kshastriya origin, and by the
existence of large tribal groups of the Kali-Paraj.

The linguistic difference was basically in speech, Kathiawari, with
its musical and poetic quality, was the main dialect of the peninsula,
Charotar had its own dialect which possessed a harsh and rustic quality and
was spoken by the Patidars., The Surati dialect was confined to Southern
Gujarat.

Central and South Gujarat did not enjoy the same extensive exposure to
outside influence, in spite of a long coastline, as Kathiawar, Only two of its

ports, Cambay and Broach, figured prominently in the ancient maritime and

commercial link between Africa and Gujarat, Surat rose in prominence only
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after the arrival of the British but was eventually superseded by Bombay
as the commercial metropolis of Western India, The strong tradition of
commercial and maritime activity which had generated the movement of capital
and people to Africa was lacking in this zone, Apart from the Parsis and the
seafaring Xolis, few people had any inclination to travel abroad, The
movement of people occurred, foremost, internally toward Bombay in response
to the misfortunes wrought by natural calamities, for example famines.33
Overseas migration from this zone occurred basically as a nineteenth century
phenomenon after the traders and commercial castes of Kathiawar had secured a
sphere of influence in Africa in which other castes could operate, and
certainly after the introduction of indentured labor which created new
avenues and opportunities for the exploitation of Africa, The pattern of
Gujarati migration to Fiji had remarkable similarities to the African case.

The Kathiawari Sonis who initiated Gujarati emigration to FiJjli were
inhabitants of the coastal areas or the regions most contiguous to the penin-
sula's coastline, They came from Navanagar (Jamnagar), Junagadh, Porbandar,
and Bhavnagar, which represented 4 of the 11 major towns in Kathiawar.34 All
these towns had been profoundly influenced by the Vaisnava and Jain Bania
traditions, The Banias not only dictated the economic life of these towns
but also were noted for their philanthropy, contributing generously to the
construction of temples. The combination of wealth and religion, which may
appear like a dichotomy to an outside observer, gave rise to a highly
disciplined moral code in which hard work, good habits, duty to one's family
and society, attainment of wealth, and devotion to one's religion were
elevated to the level of the most ideal behavior, The Banias, whether village
shopkeepers or the leading financiers of the state, moneylenders or bankers,
hawkers or merchants, jewelers or cloth-merchants, all aspired toward this

ideal., Sonis were very much a part of lhis commercial; as well as the all-

pervading Vaisnava, tradition,



140
Gujarati Sonis did not differ much from the Banias, Though Sonis who
are goldsmiths and silversmiths can be specifically classified as craftsmen,

34

they ranked next to the Gujarati Banias on the soclal scale, As a class
which maintain an affluent lifestyle, they have always revealed a preference
for £owns and large villages and have adhered rigidly to their hereditary
occupation, Moreover, they are strict vegetarians and have adopted the
traditional symbols, either the sacred thread or a basil bead necklace, in
acknowledgement of their 'twice-born' status, The six Soni Jjatis (Maru,
Gujar; Mewada, Shrimali, Tragal, and Parajia) observe strict endogamy and do
not interdine.35 In spite of the religious injunctions against travel among
high caste Hindus, Sonis readily went abroad to seek their fortune, To
soothe the caste sentiments against travel, Sonis like other high caste
Gujarati Hindus performed purification rites and gave caste dinners upon
their return;36

The Sonis who emigrated to Fiji belonged to the Parajia jati, one of
the six endogamous Soni jatis, Their traditional occupation was that of gold-
smith and silversmith except in Cutch where the Parajias have engaged in
artisan occupatlons as stone masons or carpenters;37 The Parajia Jatl has
two major divisions--Patani and Girnara, The Patani division, being the
larger, has been referred to as being synonymous with the Parajia Jati,
Girhara Sonis comprised that section of the jati who inhabited regions south
of the Girnar mountains (this being the recognized natural line of demarca-
tion used by the Jati to identify each'group).38 The Girnara Sonis consti-
tute the smaller section of the jati but were the most predominant Soni
group to emigrate to Fiji,

The emigrants from Central Gujarat, that is from the Baroda Division of
Baroda State, formed a minority group (see Table 4,2), They consisted of a

Bania family from Baroda City and five Leva Kanbis (Patidars) from the village

of Dharmaj in Charotar, Patidar emigration to Fiji had Just commenced in
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1919 and 1920 when Appabhal returned to India to secure the help of his in-
laws (in Broach) and relatives from his own village to assist him in his
business ventures in Lautoka; Nadi; Ba; and Sigatoka, The lack or absence
of interest in Fiji could be attributed to the preference for Africa,
Emigration among Patidars was a recent phenomenon, perhaps no earlier than
1900 when the Charotar area faced the brunt of a severe famine, failure of the
monsoons, and a plague which precipitated a movement toward Africa through
the traditional route from Kathiawar;39

Emigration from Broach was insignificant and inconsequential, Between
1916 and 1920, only 5 persons from this district migrated to Fiji--2 Leva
Kanbis (Patidars), 1 cloth merchant, and 2 Muslim cultivators, Only two areas
in Broach acquired any importance in the link between Fiji and Gujarat, The
first was Nondhna from where the Hindu emigrants (Leva Kanbis) originated and
Sitpan which became the center of Muslim emigration from Broach,

The two main areas of Gujarati emigration were definitely Navsari
Division in Baroda State and Surat District in British India, Comparatively,
Fiji played a minor role in the movement from those regions because of the
preference for South and East Africa;uo Nevertheless, the Surati (both Surat
and Navsari) emigrants were still numerically the largest regional group to
go to Fiji--632 passport applicants in all representing about 80 per cent of
all Gujarati applicants (see Table 4,1), There seemed to be a significant
cross~over from Navsari to Surat because of the difficulty in obtaining a
passport in Baroda State, Persons from the agricultural castes confronted
constant surveillance by the authorities who wished to prevent any recruit-
ment under the indenture system in Fiji. Moreover, the Gaikwar was averse
to his subjects emigrating to countries where the indenture system was still
in operation;41 In reality, the Navsari Division produced the largest contin-
gent of all groups who wished to proceed to Fiji,

In South Gujarat there was considerable emphasis on group movement,
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Emigrants who returned home for visits selected the members of their caste
who would accompany them during their return voyage to Fiji, Nowhere was this
aspect of emigration more visible than among the Khatris., The Khatris formed
an artisan caste grouping which claimed to be of Kshatriya origin and wore the
sacred thread of the twice-born as a symbol of their high status, They were
predominantly located in the Navsari Division of Baroda State as well as in
Bulsar, Chikhli, and Pardi in the Surat D:'Lstric’c.'“'2 Their traditional occupa-
tion has been the weaving of women's garments and other coarse totton cloths
for the local markets, In Surat City they prepared the gold and silver thread
used in embroidering saris. They formed a cohesive community which has
readily displayed an inclination to migrate both internally and abroad, Much
1like the other caste groupings who were attracted to Africa, they established
links with Zanzibar after 1840, and later spread into South Africa, They
also established communities in Burma and Hong Kong, Thus when the few
members of their caste opened their businesses in Fiji, it seemed inevitable
that others would follow, The Khatris who went to Fiji came overwhelmingly
from Navsarl City, but also from Gandevi, Chikhli, and Bulsar. Iﬁ Navsari
City they lived in a particular locality known as Khatriwad (which means
"family of Khatris").

The Khatris have a very complex social organization of which very little
is known or has been wri'b‘ten.'LPB The Khatris claim to be of Rajput origin,
therefore of the Kshatriya varna, Official gazetteers have classified the
Khatris of South Gujarat as belonging to the Brahma-Khatri division which is
an imprecise categorization because Brahma-Khatris are considered to be
writers and not weavers, Brahma-Khatris are also very strict vegetarians,
Khatris in Fiji simply regarded themselves as belonging to the Gujarati divi-
sion which could be a more precise classification for the Khatris in South
Gujarat, Gujarati Khatris are best known for their expertise in silk and

cotton weaving, their traditional occupation, They have also acquired a
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notoriety for their consumption of alcohol and flesh, In the urban areas
of Gujarat, and in Bombay, the Khatri community divided itself into two

sections (Shethia and Karbhari) which denotéd occupational specialization,

The Shethias are the financiers and the managers of Khatri enterprise, and
the Kharbharis form the labor force, Most Khatris in Fiji came from the ranks
of the Kharbhari community;ua

The status of the Khafris operates on two levels, First, there is the
Rajput connection which placed Khatris within the Kshatriya varna., As a
member of the 'twlice-born' community they are entitled to wear the sacred
thread, the acknowledged symbol of high status, On the second level there is
the Brahmanical model of behavior which imposes rigid guidelines in diet,
occupatioﬁ, and in social and religious behavior, It is the Brahmanical
model which has negated the Khatris' claim to high status, Their traditional
occupation of weaving has virtually left them in a perpetual state of
impurity and pollution., Weaving has been associated with untouchability
because of the ancient practice of treating woven cloth with size made from
bones.'L"5 Furthermore, the Khatris have been lax in thelr social behavior,
permitting divorce and widow-remarriage, Moreover, they did not observe the
restrictions regarding food, Unlike Vaisnava Hindus they maintained a non-
vegetarian diet and displayed a tendency to drink excessively, a trait which
they transported to Fiji., The Khatris have not displayed any considerable
degree of 'sanskritization' to assert their 'twice-born' status;46

However, the position of the Khatris on the social scale has not been
rigid, Occupational mobility, wealth, and even emigration enabled them to
improve their standing in Gujarati society, Presently, weaving has become
the preserve of Khatri women permitting men to pursue other sources of
livelihood, In the urban areas, Khatris have increasingly turned to the

lucrative tailoring business to meet the demand for the fashionable western

style of clothing, In Bombay they have also entered the textile business,
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Thus, Khatris have shown considerable diversity, both at home and in overseas
countries,

The artisan jatis figured very prominently in Gujarati emigration,
Though they have always played an important economic role in South Gujarat
which contained some of the larger commerclal and market centers, they were
not adverse to travelling abroad, Africa was one of the first areas to.
attract the artisans who mainly flocked to Zanzibar after the emergence of
the Omani Sultanate, and later to the East African coast after the introduc-
tion of indentured laborers through Bombay and Karachi, While Africa offered
the most lucrative prospects, they also travelled to Southeast Asia and the
Pacific, but énly to those areas which harbored large Indian immigrant
communities, Artisans came to Fiji after 1910 and for the same reasons which
had driven them to other parts of the world,

The artisan jatis generally fall at the lower end of the Gujarati social
scale, depending upon the level of 'purity’' in the religious practices, and
social behavior of a particular group. Almost all artisan Jjatis of South
Gujarat could be distinguished by their Rajput appellation and by their claim
to be of Kshatriya origin. Some have been accorded membership within the
Ujali Varna, but only at the lower end for a number of reasons. First, the
Rajputs have lost their clan purity in South Gujarat because of their inter-
marriage with the Bhils or tribal peoples who are ranked lower than the Sudra
Jjatis. Second, the behavior of the artisan castes did not in any way reflect
the high social ideals which characterized elther the Jain-Vaisnava tradition
of the Banias or the austerity of the Saivite Brahmins, Third, the Jain
influence seemed to be the weakest in South Gujarat, Which is certainly
evident in the consumption of _nonvegetarian foods and alcoholic beverages, a
trait attributed to the strong influence of the Kali—Paraﬁ.u7 The dominant
factor which contributed to the low esteem of most artisan jatis has been

their traditional occupational traits which denoted untouchability,
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The few artisan groups, who normally occupled a higher position than
Khatris in Gujarat, were numerically too small to become either a major factor
in Gujarati emigration or a noticeable faction within the community in Fiji,
The Darjis, that is the Jatl which is traditionally associated with tailoring,
found themselves superseded by the Khatris who had acquiréd a good control of
that profession before their arrival., DarJjis have much in common with the
Khatris, through their Rajput origins and the use of the common clan surnames,
The various regional endogamous divisions neither interdined nor intermarried,
They have been accorded a higher ritual status than the Khatris on account of
their traditional calling which did not leave them in a state of impurity.

Lohars and Sutars (including Mistrys) were the other Jatis who commanded
a status similar to the Darjis in Gujarat., In Fiji they lacked the organiza-
tional strength and unity which in India had made them important members of
village and town communities, whose skills were required by all segments of
society, The traditional jajmani relationships which sustained village
craftsmen were no longer viable in the colonial economy of Fiji, Moreover,
these jatis were reluctant to follow their hereditary calling and found trade
to be more lucrative,

Below the middle-level aftisan Jatis were the Navs and Dhobis, two
important serving groups in Gujarat, Both immigrant groups were large enough
to maintain their distinctive identities in Fiji, At home barbers attended
to any caste except untouchables although this distinction would be quite
untenable in towns. In a village a Nav's function or usefulness went beyond
cutting hairr, He was often utilized as the messenger of auspicious news and
was an indispensable member of the bridegroom's entourage at weddings, Dhobis,
on the other hand, have continued to remain an urban-based group because of
the demand for their services among the more affluent. They rendered thelr
services to anybody except untouchables, a distinction which was qnce again

untenable in the colonial econdmy of Fiji. The structural organization and
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social behavior of Navs and Dhobis did not differ from that of most artisan
Jjatis., They commanded a lower status than other Gujarati artisan groups
because the act of cutting hair or washing clothes left the barber or
washerman in a state of impurity.

The last of the significant immigrant artisan groups was the Mochi.
whose occupation of shoemaking contained, perhaps, the most visible associa-
tion with untoichability, They clearly serve as another example of a group
which claimed Rajput origin, hence a jati of the Kshatriya varna, but had the
social status of a Chamar (leather—worker), a term also used disparagingly
or abusively in Fiji to refer to a person of low birth or status, In
Gujarat all untouchable castes including leather workers are collectively
known as Dheds, Nevertheless, Mochis have acquired the most status among
the Dhed jatis because they work with dressed leather only and do not tan
hide, More specifically, Mochis could be classified as shoemakers or boot-
makers who refrain from cobbling shoes, Some Mochis have improved their
status by becoming more religious and eschewing the use of flesh and 1iquor.48
The Mochis in Fiji belonged exclusively to the Surati division which
contained two factions--those who came from Bardoli, and another larger group
which came from Surat,

Finally, there were the few obscure and insignificant jatis which slipped
into the bottom of the Gujarati economic and social hierarchy in Fiji, They
remained obscure because none of these minute groups was either visibly
recognizable or engaged in its traditional occupation,

The artisan groups--Nav, Darji, Sutar, Dhobi, and Lohar--originated
from the Khatri areas of the Navsari Division, In British Gujarat, the
artisans came mainly from the city of Surat and also from the rural areas.,
The Surat contingent, especially in the case of Mochis and Dhobis, comprised
the larger section of each group which had vast ramifications on caste

behavior in Fiji when the Navsari and the Surat factions clashed on various
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issues, The Navsari artisan groups were often the first among their caste
to migrate to Fiji, perhaps on account of their contacts with the Khatri
community, The Surat faction normally followed in the wake of conditions
created by their counterpart from Navsari, Numerically Dhobis and Mochis
formed the dominant emigrant castes among the artisans followed by Darjis and
Navs, The Sutars and Lohars were & major group ahong‘passport applicants
but their ability to emigrate or undertake the éostly voyage to Fiji was
doubtful,

The agricultural groups of Kanbi--especially Kadva and Matia--and Koli
regarded Fiji only as a stepping-stone to New Zealand, In New Zealand there
anerged a sizgeable community of Kanbis and Kolis in Auckland where they opened
grocery stores or sold garden produce, In reality, Fiji served a dual function
for these groups., First, one could acquire some knowledge of English here
to meet the requirements of the literary test in New Zealand, Second, Kanbis
and Kolis often came to Fiji if their ventures in New Zealand failed,
Moreover, Fiji did not prohibit Gujaratis from coming at will and residing
in the islands., The Kolis were unevenly distributed throughout Gujarat, but
the passport applicants caﬁe mainly from the rural areas of the Navsari
division--from Viraval, Tavdi, Sagra, Kasbapur, Delavada, Kadipur, and
Manikpur--incidentally, the same areas from which the hawkers and vegetable
vendors originated, Again, emigration was a 'group affair' where batches
of Kolis from a particular locality attempted to undertake their journey
together mainly to minimize the cost of travel and to provide some measure
of security to themselves siﬁce the majority were illiterate., Kolis have
been described as a class of people belonging to the original tribal or pre-
Aryan inhabitants of Gujarat;u9 They have also been linked to the tradi-
tional rulers of Gujarat, a classification which is hardly consistent with
the later belief that Koli is the forebearer of the pejorative term 'coolie’

50

which crept into the terminology of indentured emigration, Owing to thelr
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tribal or aboriginal origins, the Kolis were not initially considered part
of the fourfold Hindu varna, It was their hypergamous links with the
Rajput clans of Gujarat which provided Kolis the means to improve their social
status., Even though Kolis laid claim to a definite Rajput tradition in their
history, it had not won them a place within the ranks of the Ujali Varna, that
is the 'twice-born' Jatis of Gujarat. Today, it is generally agreed that
Kolis are a rising jati, and certainly one which is above the Kali-Parag.
One source has given them a status ranking equal to Darjis and Sutars.51
The Kolis comprised the less prosperous landowners, agriculturalists, and
laborers who readily moved in search of work, They alsé formed a part of
the coastal-based population who either engaged in seafaring activity or
worked as agricultural laborers, Since they were a mobile people at home,
they quickly availed themselves of the opportunities which came through
anigration, Those who went to Fiji came from an impoverished agricultural
background and were driven to emigration through debt, natural calamities,

52

the rise in the cost of living, and crop failures, Furthermore, Kolis
entered.and left Fiji at random in the hope of residing in New Zealand
eventually, In other words, their economic interest in Fiji was not as
important as that of other groups. They did not undertake any major commer-
cial activity, but were the most versatile Gujarati group in terms of their
willingness to engage in any type of occupation, a characteristic for

which they were also noted in Gujarat,

Another agricultural immigrant group from South Gujarat, who swelled the
ranks of the 'Patel' contingent was the Kanbi, . Kanbi has been the general
term given to a cultivator in Gujarat, and was the name adopted by jatis of
the Kali-Parag who attempted to elevate their status by following agricultural
pursuits, abandoning the consumption of animal food, and emulating the ways

of the Ujali Varn .53 The Kanbl classification also included descendants of

the original Gujar settlers who took to farming, The Kanbis are divided
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along the lines of the traditional Hindu Jjatis in Gujarat. The nine Kanbi
Jjatis are distributed unevenly throughout Gujarat, The two principal Jatis,
Leva and Kadva, are found in Kathiawar, Central Gujarat, and South Gujarat,
The Matia jati can be found only in South Gujarat.

The Kanbis in South Gujarat, especially the Levas and Kadvas, were best
acknowledged for their expertise in agriculture., In Surat the Leva Jati,
who came to be called Patidar at a later stage than the Levas of Central
Gujarat, were just as prosperous as the Anavil Brahmins, The Matia Kanbis,
one of the less known Jatis, also acquired a reputation as enterprising
agriculturalists in the Jalalpur and Bardoli divisions of Surat, Though
their main occupation was agriculture, Kanbis increasingly turned to
business and to employment in the government, Business, after all, has
continuously been a highly preferred calling in Gujarat. Accordingly, Kanbis
were not averse to commercial activity because wealth resulted in higher
status, In many towns, Kaﬁbis emerged as cloth merchants and dealers in
grain, Some also turned to weaving, specializing in silk, although the

S The Kanbi emigrants

occupation has some association with untouchability.
from South Gujarat consisted of Levas, Kadvas, and Matias, They originated
from Surat City and‘from the neighboring agricultural districts of Bardoli,
Jalalpur, and Chorasi. Inspite of their numerical size at home the Levas
and Kadvas formed a smaller immigrant group than thé‘Matias ﬁho produced
some of the earliest Gujarati emigrants to Fiji, and who also figured promi-
nently in Gujarati emigration to New Zealand, Collectively, the Kanbi
contingent, both the Patidars from Charotar and Broach and the Kanbis of
South Gujarat, formed about 6 per cent of all passport applicants to Fiji,
The dubious categories of cloth merchants, hawker, fruit, andvegetable
vendor are difficult to decipher, As mentioned previously, these categories

included castes wishing to avoid notoriety or exposure, the untouchable

castes and those-wishing to enhance'their‘prospects:of305taining passports,
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and Kolis who hoped to escape the scrutiny of authorities desiring to dis-
courage emigration to countries where the indenture system was in operation,
The majority of these applicants were basically field laborers from the
cultivating class who had been affected by adverse conditions at home--by
the failure of the monsoons, by the scarcity of food, and by the rise in
prices between 1916 and 1920, Many field laborers found it difficult to earnv
a sufficient living to maintain their families under these conditions and
resorted to emigration, /

Surat produced. the larger batch of.the merchant and hawker categories
because of the influx of laborers and cultivators to the city from Navsari
where there were more formalities or difficulties in obtaining passports,
Though many of these doubtful merchants and hawkers obtained passports to
proceed to Fiji they were unable to raise the necessary funds to undertake the
journey.'55 This journey would have led to much hardship and could have
conceivably crippled many families with debt, Thus, their ability to emigréte
was extremely doubtful in view of their limited resources,

The Muslims constituted another minor and insignificant group. They came
mainly from Navsari and were either acquainted with the Khatris or hoped to
secure thelr assistance after having reached Fiji, Barbers and cultivators
seemed to be the only significant Muslim groups to emigrate to Fiji. The
Gujaratli Muslims were numerically insignificant in Fiji and never attained
that level of wealth and power enjoyed by their counterparts in Africa,

The population census of 1921 in Fiji revealed that the Gujaratis formed
a minute community among the Indians, Their numerical strength of 324 (out
of the entire total of 60,634) did not correlate with the total number of
passport applications in Gujarat, It was evident that less than half the
applicants undertook the journey to Fiji., Gujarati castes which were visibly
accounted for by the authorities in Fiji included goldsmiths, tailors (both

the Khatris and Darjis), barbers, bootmakers, or other Gujaratis who
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conducted some form of commercial activity. The only trader of any signifi-
cance and influence was Appabhal Patel, Their activitlies were baslcally
related to caste but Gujaratis entered any activity which offered ample oppor-
tunity for making money without making any substantial investment such as
tailoring, making jewelry, operating Indian restaurants, and hawking,

It should be stressed that only those castes or groups with established
contacts in Fiji undertook the journey. First, there was the monetary
consideration which eliminated those applicants, especially hawkers, and
fruit and vegetable vendors, whom the passport authorities in India described
as poor and illiterate and certainly not having the economic means to travel
abroad, Second, there was the problem of distance which meant that the
journey had to be undertaken in various stages, The delays and stoppages in
different countries added immensely to the whole voyage. The most travelled
route to Fiji was through Calcutta on direct vessels, Another route took
the emigrant as far as Auckland in New Zealand, where there was a walting
period of a few weeks before the final voyage to Fiji on another ship,
Alternatively, the emigrant could travel to Australia from Bombay, This
new route from Bombay to Sydney was opened soon after the war. Except for
the direct route from Calcutta the other routes presented numerous hurdles
for the illiterate emigrants with questionable economic status,

Gujarati emigration after 1920 did not deviate in its essential features
from the previous period, In 1921 there was an increase in passport applica-
tions for Fiji which could be attributed‘to the abolition of the indenture
system, The abolition made the area more attractive and safer for Gujaratis,
A1l the applicants came from the caste groups with established links in
Fiji, with the exception of fruit or vegetable vendors who were conspicuously
absent, There were 107 applicants including Khatris (34), Dhobis (10),
Mochis (9), Darjis (7),and Muslims (10).57 Of course, the unknown category

of merchants, traders and hawkers still made their presence felt among the
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applicants, From 1922 to 1927 it is hard to assess the types of emigrants,
their background, and their exact number because of the paucity of records,
The main source of information has been Gujaratis whose links with Fiji
antedate 1920,

The prime motivation came from the established pattern of contact with
Fiji and from a growing awareness that Fiji offered opportunities similar to
Bast and South Africa, The indenture system, which acted as a deterrent to
emigration from the agricultural areas, had been abolished in 1920 thereby
enhancing the attractiveness of Fiji as a safe area for domicile, The opening
of a new route from Bombay to Sydney brought Western India closer to Fiji and
provided an alternative to the traditional route from Calcutta, Another
incentive came from Fiji's liberal policy toward free emigration, and the
absence of similar controls in India, which allowed people to travel freely
without any interference from the authorities, The principal inducement
was economic and came from the knowledge that many Indians, including
Gujaratis, had undertaken successful business ventures in the islands,
Moreover, the changing structure of the Indian community in Fiji, the growth
and expansion of towns, the rise of Indians settlements after the emergence of
independent farmers, and the development of communication networks allowing
movement to the remoter areas of Fiji, all provided much stimulus for economic
advancement, The Gujarati impact was most felt in the field of commercial
activity, It was a field in which the local ex-indentured Indian population,
with its strong agricultural base, obviously lacked the entrepreneurial skills
to forestall the creeping influence of the Gujaratis.

The Gujaratis had already revealed a natural aptitude for commercial
pursuits as well as a remarkable perseverance for success, Appabhai's
flourishing business concerns in the 'sugar towns' of Ba, Lautoka, Sigatoka,
and Nadi acted as the training ground for members of his caste, whose initia-

tion into business was as store assistants and clerks; By the early 1920s
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the Khatris had become one of the dominant groups. of the Gujarati community
in Suva where they monopolized the tailoring business, In Jjust one centraliged
locality in!Suva there were over 20 Khatris from the town of Navsari in

‘Baroda State .5 8

Because of the improvement in the communication and transport
systems the Khatris had begun to disperse into all towns located in all the
large centers of the Indian population, Some preferred to go into the
restaurant business, as did the Kolis, catering to the increasing demand for
Indian delicacies and sweetmeats, Indian restaurants (lodges) and miscella-
neous categories of food vendors could be found throughout Suva and all the
major towns, Few Sonis had institutionalized their activities, preferring
to remain as wandering jewelers. and hawkers, Some Sonis made an attempt

at farming while others went into shopkeeping. Whatever each caste group
did, and no matter how small that concern was, it acted as an incentive for
others to follow once the stories of success and wealth had filtered back to
their villages in India,

While Khatris and Sonis retained their position as the two major streams
of the Gujarati community, and monopolized certain types of acti#ity which
became a permanent fixture of their particular caste in Fiji, other castes
began to carve a 'sphere of influence' as well, These two groups soon felt
the presence of the Patidars who from 1922 onward arrived in Fiji in
growing numbers, The Patidars were the main emigrant group from Central
Gujarat, chiefly from the area commonly known as Charotar which included por-
tions of both British Gujarat and Baroda State.- They also came from Nondhna
in Broach, Patidars trace their ancestry to the original settlers of
Gujarat and constitute a very prominent land owning and agricultural community
in Kaira (Kheda) District in Central Gujarat, They began emigrating to other
parts of the world later than most Gujarati groups. Natural calamities such

as failure of the monsoons, famines, and plague forced Patidars to emigrate

to Africa after 1900, Large-scale Patidar emigration to Fiji did not
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antedate 1920,

The Patidar community i1s characterized by its extreme hierarchical
structure based on lineage groups arranged in an ascending order of prestige
and social standing (distinct from the concept of status which has been used
to distinguish one Jati or caste from another), On top of this hierarchical
system are the 'kulin' Patidars (those who claim descent from the original
families who enjoyed patidari ‘rights) and at the bottom are placed the
'akulin' groups who have no lineage and whose use of the name Patidar is
generally considered suspect by the 'kulin' Patidars, The 'kulin' Patidars
are distinguished by such names as Desal and Amin which would be less commonly
used than that of Pa,tel.59 They also differentiate themselves from the other
section by a strict compliance with the Brahmanic ideals which include strict
observance of religious rites, vegetarianism, and a ban against widow
remarriage, and through marriage circles from which the low ranking Patidars
are excluded by the refusal of the higher group to give daughters in marriage,
The highest ranking Patidars came from the six original villages of Charotar--
Dharmaj, Nadiad, Sojitra, Bhadran, Vasod, and Karamsad.6o

All Patidars whether rich or poor, Patel, Desai, Amin, 'kulin,' or
'akulin' have an undisputed claim to status when compared to other jatis,

As Patidars form the dominant jati in Central Gujarat, both economically and
politically, they are accorded the highest status, Ritually, Patidars would
fall into the same category as Banias, that is below the Brahmins but above
the Kshatriya on the varna scale, In fact, the Patidars provide an excellent
example of caste mobility, Their quest for a higher status first began with
the attempt to remove the Shudra strain in their past by linking their
tradition to that of the Kshatriyas., The Levas professed membership within
the Kshatriya varna by claiming descent from the epic hero Ram, As they
prospered under the British in the late nineteenth century they no longer

1aid stress on the Kshatriya model, but preferred to identify themselves with
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the Vaishya varna which was considered higher than the Kshatriya varna in
Gujarat, They supported their claim by arguing that agriculture was one
of the acceptable callings of the Vaishya zgggé;él Both in their religious
and social behavior they came closer in outlook to the Banias, The rise in
status of the Leva Jati did not affect all other Kanbis, In 1931 the Leva
Kanbis (Patidars) in Central Gujarat obtained recognition as a separate Jati,
distinct from other Kanbi's who retained their generic na.me;62 To the high
status Jjati, more specifically the Patidar, the term Kanbi has now acquired
a pejorative counnotation, Some sources place the Patidars below Rajputs or
other Kshatriya Jatis, and even the Brahmins who are primarily utilized by
Patidars as marriage priests cannot arrive at any 'Brahmanical consensus'’
regarding Patidar status.63 Nevertheless, Patidars have always claimed a
high position in caste hierarchy, have emulated the Valsnava and Brahmanic
ideals, especlally the vegetarianism of the Banias, but have not adopted
"the sacred thread' as a formal mark of high status.

The wealth and affluence of Patidars derive from their extensive owner-
ship of land and from agriculture, The sole emphasis on the acquisition of
wealth has made Gujarat "the private property of the Patidar."éu Their
industriousness has also made Kaira (Kheda) the foremost agricultural district
in Gujarat, which has also benefited from vigorous industrial development
since 1947, However, the region has had an ample share of natural calami-
ties--famihes, failure of the monsoons, drought, plague, and floods--which
strike Gujarat with regularity. Between 1899 and 1902 these calamities

reduced the population of Kaira and caused a drastic movement of people to
other parts of the country and abroad, Emigration and the subsequent entry
into commercial pursuits, opened another source of wealth to those Patidars
who did not possess extensive landholdings, The less Well—tO—dovalso turned
to politics, education, and the professions for alternate sources of

livelihood, The prosperous Patidars, of course, would still be the large
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landowners from the prestigious six-village marriage circle who also
established commercial interests outside their villages and abroad., This
class has always measured its prosperity in terms of ornate buildings and
1aviéh households, and paid the highest dowries to contract 'a good marriage'
for their daughters.

Apparently, Appabhai Patel was entirely responsible for the influx of
the Patidars through his regular visits to India, In 1922 he introduced the
first batch of six immigrants whom he brought under contract to work for
his concerns, From 1920 to 1934 he was personally instrumental in enabling
21 or more Patidars to enter Fiji, among whom could be ranked some of the
leading traders of all the cities and towns of Fiji;65 From this central
group, and through subsequent additions from the arrival of families, friends,
and relatives of those Patidars who eventually broke their ties with Appabhai
to start their own businesses, emerged the fifty or so families who comprise
the Patidar community of Fiji today.

The largest faction of the Patidar community originated from the village
of Dharmaj, one of the six original villages of Charotar, Patidars from
these six villages formed an exclusive marriage circle which gave them a very
high status in the Patidar social hierarchy, Appabhai, who was from Dharmaj,
was the first Patidar immigrant to Fiji; he commanded and was accorded a
high respect from other members of his caste whom he assisted in emigrating
to Fiji, As disputes shattered Appabhai's influence, the Dharmaj Patels
were the first to break away from him, But as these disgruntled Patidars
attempted to start their own businesses--C, J. Patel and Company and T, C,
Dahyabhai and Company in Suva, C,P, Patel in Lautoka, Chimanbhai and Company
in Sigatoka--they often tried to minimize their differences and competition
with Appabhai who, after all, was still reputed to be the most influential
Gujarati in Fiji,

To lessen the impact of internal disputes of.the rising business
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eipectations of his former associates Appabhal then turned to the Patidar
community in Nondhna, in Broach, where his wife's relatives were residing.
The six Patidars who came under contract in 1928 were all from Nondhna.67
While the Dharmaj and Nondhna Patidars formed the nucleus of the community,
others came from Karamsad and Bhadran in Petlad, Karkhadi in Baroda, Borsad
and Nadiad in Kaira to fill the labor requirements of the emerging Patidar
business community,

The phenomenal rise of Patidars as the leading Indian traders in the
'sugar towns' is certainly one of the most interesting features of Gujarati
immigration, In Fiji, as in Africa, they entered the field of commerce at
a later stage than other immigrant groups., They revealed a natural aptitude
for commerce in which they were amazingly successful because of their hard
work, perseverance, and frugality. Though the majority started as clerks,
manual workers, and shop assistants they utilized this experience to open
their own businesses within a very short time, In Fiji, Patidars measured
their success in terms of their ability to become 'independent' traders
after an initial period of apprenticeship in another concern. In Gujarat
the wealth of Patidars came from cotton and tobacco but in Fiji they preferred
shopkeeping which became their trademark in all the Indian centers. Soon
they were accorded the same respect given to the Sonis, Being from a strong
agricultural background, they understood the problems of farmers, extended
much credit to them, and even gave advice in farming techniques,

The Patidars were not Jjust the leading Indian shopkeepers of Fiji, but
from their ranks arose two remarkable lawyers of considerable political
influence whose impact on the politics of Fiji was profound, The first of
the two lawyers, Shivabhai Bhailalbhal Patel of Sojitra, arrived in 1928,
Eighteen months later, he was followed by Ambalal Dahyabhal Patel from the

68

town of Nadiad, Both lawyers came to fill the gap which was created by

the departure of Manilal Doctor, Shivabhal professed to be a secretary of
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Gandhi and had a great deal of exposure to Indian nationalist thought in India
as well as in London where he studied law, He first heard of FiJji in Rangoon
and was persuaded to go to Fiji by Pranjiwan Mehta, a close associate of
Gandhi, to be spokesman and defender of Indian rights, Ambalal followed him
through the similar channels and for the same purpose,

After the arrival of the Kachhia Patels in the 1920s, the social composi-
tion of the Gujarati community did not undergo any more fundamental change,
The Kachhias, a caste of agriculturalists who can be regarded as a product
of the hypergamous affiliation of Kolis with Kanbis, took to emigration later
than other castes from South Gujarat, They showed a preference for New
Zealand where they had already established a community by 1920;69 Though
they seemed to have totally bypassed Fiji in this period, it soon became a
very desirable place in the 1920s because of the unlimited possibilities for
commerce and trade, Between 1921 and 1925 few Kachhias emigrated to Fiji,
about 10 in all, but by 1935 the community increased to 35 families,

The Kachhia emigrants were drawn from the six divisions of the Jjati
found in South Gujarat, They came from Bhagwanpura and Kachhiawad in the
Navsari Division of Baroda State., As a social grouping, Kachhias stood above
the Kolis inspite of thelr strong affiliation with them, but they cannot be
placed on the same level as the Kanbis, Thelr questionable status has been
attributed to the fact that a section of the Jjati had converted to Islam

70

which resulted in rituai pollution for the entire community. Nevertheless,
‘they .attempted to elevate their social status by adopting 'Patel' as a
surname and imitating the social behavior of Kanbis, They became strict
vegetarians and also eschewed the consumption of alcohol,

Kachhias earned their livelihood as cultivators of garden produce but
are also concerned with the cultivation of rice, cotton; peanuts, rye, and

pulsesf The less prosperous Kachhias turned to carpentering, But in Fiji,

the Kachhias eschewed agriculture and preferred trade because it offered more
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monetary returns for very little investment in the least possible time, Like
the Patidars they also spread their tenacious hold over Indian trade in

Suva, Lautoka, Ba, and other Indian centers, They went through various
phases of commercial activity: first into hawking which attracted all
Gujarati groups initially, then into shopkeeping which they learnt from the
Patidars, and finally into the import and export business through indent
houses which had formerly been the sole preserve of the European commercial
firms, Most of all, they became prominent in trade, and acquired a good
reputation in the sari and drapery business,

The depression of the late 1920s and early 1930s produced a large influx
of Gujaratis to the islands, Within a short time they emerged as the'main
Indian immigrant group, The imposition of immigration controls did little to
dampen their enthusiasm for Fiji, Many factors in India also provided a
stimulus for persons wishing to travel to Fiji, One effect of the depression
was that it forced emigrants in Africa to return to Gujarat only to confront
difficult times there also, The money which they brought with them was
channelled into land, the construction of homes, meeting social obligations,
or freeing their heavily moritgaged properties from their creditors or money
moneylenders, Very little of the money had any impact on the local economy
of a particular locality, Those with additional cash reserves seemed well
equipped to meet the exigencies of the situation but many fami;ies still found
it difficult to maintain a decent standard of living., Population pressure,
the increase in the sige of families, and the reduction in the size of
agricultural holdings loomed as the most serious problem.71 Under these
conditions money which had come in from Africa did not go a long way in
supporting returning emigrants and their families, More and more Gujaratis
who still had relatives residing abroad turned to them for material assistance
but mainly to secure their help in going abroad.

The Gujaratis in FiJi met the demands placed on them by their caste
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members in India in a very peculiar way., Many went into shopkeeping which
explained the rapid growth of Gujarati enterprise in all the 'sugar towns'
in a very short period, Byvtaking the plunge into some form of commercial
activity the Gujaratis displayed a new sense of identity in Fiji which was
favorably accepted by the authorities, At the same time it provided them
with an excellent shelter to get more members of their groups into Fiji on the
ground that their skills were required for their enterprises to be successful,
The more positive aspect of their acceleratéd entry into business in Fiji was
that it obliged them to seriously consider bringing their families and to
enable the less fortunate members of thelr communities to emigrate to Fiji
where there were ample opportunities to earn a living, Thus the rapid growth
of Gujarati businesses could be regarded as a counteraction against the
imposition of immigration controls, This was definitely substantiated by the
number of Gujaratis who came between 1928 and 1938,

From 1921 onward the Gujarati community increased quite rapidly (from
324 in 1921 to 1,200 in 1930, and then to 2,500 in 1935).72 Thé largest
increase took place between 1928 and 1938, During this period over 1,170
Gujaratis made passport applications for Fiji through the authorities in
Bombay (see Table 4,3 on p. 161), This figure includes all applicants from
Kathiawar (commonly known as the Western States Agency), Baroda State and
British Gujarat, but excludes persons in Kathiawar and Baroda who made
applications through authorities in their respective areas, The applicants
through Bombay would not constitute a complete list of all Gujaratis who
wished to emigrate to Fiji but it has provided sufficient insight into the
nature of Gujarati emigration, the main areas of emigration, and the castes
who went,

Throughout this period South Gujarat produced more emigrants to Fiji than
all other areas and accounted for 1&039 (88,8 per cent) of all passport

applications, Kathiawar, Central Gujarat, and Bombay City provided the rest
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TABLE 4.3

PASSPORT APPLICATIONS BY AREA AND YEAR (1928-1938)

Kathiawar Baroda British Misc, Total
(Western State Gujarat Areas
States Agency)

1928 - 32 Ly - 79
1929 - 33 96 b 133
1930 1 71 116 7 195
1931 2 23 15 1 42
1932 3 9 26 6 Lly
1933 1 20 35 3 59
1934 - 27 46 1 7l
1935 - 23 70 1 1l
1936 - 56 112 1 169
1937 - 50 91 b 145
1938 - L6 89 1 136
TOTAL 7 390 7lily 29 1,170

Source: Passport Applications, Bombay, 1928-38,
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of the applications, Districtwise the largest bloc of applicants came
from Surat in British Gujarat and Navsari Division in Baroda State, It
appears that there was very little fluctuation in the emigration patterns in
two periods (that is, between 1916 and 1920, and between 1928 and 1938) where
adequate records are available, The records conclusively demonstrate the
consistent pattern of emigration from South Gujarat which established the
norm for all of Gujarati emigration,

In terms of caste . groupings, Khatris forged ahead of Sonis as the
dominant emigrant group in the 1930s and had a slight numerical edge over
them on an overall basis, The numerical edge was only visible in the Bombay
records and would certainly be the case, in actuality, if Sonis did not
come through the passport authorities in Kathiawar, It should be assumed
that Sonis, who were not accounted for by the Bombay records, came and
continued to come to Fiji but with a lesser consistency and frequency than
they had done prior to 1930, The Patel contingent consisting of Patidars,
Matia_and Kadva Kanbis, and the Kachhias had made considerable gains but
they were still less visible than the artisan castes of Nav, Darji, Mochi,
Dhobi, Sutar, and Lohar, The trader, merchant, and hawker categories had
declined significantly from the previous period (see Table 4,2, and Table
L.,4 on p, 163) but not as much as the fruit and vegetable vendors who had
virtually disappeared as an emlgrant group, The capacity of Muslims to
emigrate was almost the same as any single artisan group, but collectively
they comprised only 5.4 per cent of all applicants,

There was not much change in the areas from which the applicants
originated, Sonis continued their push from the traditional areas, namely
from Junagadh, Bhavnagar, Porbandar, and Navanagar, but the majority came
from the Viramgam division in Ahmedabad (British Gujarat) and Bombay, where
many Kathiawari Sonis had settled, Thé shift to Ahmedabad could have meant

that passports were too time-consuming or difficult to obtain through the



TABLE bb

PASSPORT APPLICATIONS BY AREA, CASTE AND OCCUPATION

1928-1938
REGLON CASTE* MISC, OCCUPATIONAL OTHERS TOTAL
GROUPS
. g
< T -
g ~ g D = A
2 B B E L - fE B gEE 4 &
58 28 5 oz o8 B2 8 o8 ZpofoEEs 4§ g
n A il K = = a = a8 = g8 EEZ = A
KATHL AVAR
Bhavnagaxr 1 1
Junagadh 2 2
Navanagar 1 1
Porbandar 2 1 3
BARODA STATE
Baroda
Division 39 2 1 2
Navsari
Division 1 21 37 134 14 7 11 6 12 30 7 68 348
BRITISH
GUJARAT
Ahmedabad 22 22
Broach 19 3 3 30 2 57
Kaira 10 . 10
Surat 49 1 73 35 52 6 71 138 140 5 26 159 655
MISG, AREAS 15 3 1 1 3 o 1 5 .29
TOTAL Ll 68 70 38 210 51 61 17 81 51 176 5 64 234 1,170

*Excluding Brahmins, Banias, and Kolils Source: Passport Applications, woadm%n H@N@:wamy
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Kathiawar authorities thereby forcing emigrants to travFl to the British
areas to obtain their travel documents, Patidars stilllcame from the
Baroda Division of Baroda State (from Dharhaj, KaramsadL Bhadran, Sojitra'
in Petlad), from the Kaira Collectorate (mainly Nadiad énd Borsad), and
from the Broach Collectorate (predominantly from Nondhn?) in British
Gujarat.73 The agricultural basin of South Gujarat; cogtaining the Surat
Collectorate and the Navsari Division of Baroda State, produced the Kanbis
and Kachhias, The artisan castes each had two factionsr—one emanating from
the Navsari Division and the other from Surat, but basiéally from the same
areas as the Kanbis and Khatris, Navsari City was stili the chief center
of Khatri emigration with other adjacent Khatri areas (Fandevi in Navsari;
Chikhli, Bulsar, and Surat City in Surat District) prov#ding the rest.
Sitpan in Broach and Navsari in South Gujarat continued to retain their
significance as the Muslim centers of emigration, Finaﬁly, there was an
absence of Brahmins from among the passport applicantslbetween 1928 and 1938.
The first known case of Brahmin emigration to Fiji act&ally occurred in
1939.7* i

Brahmin Jjatis in South Gujarat always enjoyed a ve%y favorable social
and economlc position, and were not a major force in eﬁigration. The Anavil
Brahmins or Desais could be classified as the most progperous landowning and
agricultural group, found chiefly in Surat District and in the Navsari
Division of Baroda State;75 The Anavils who claimed déscent from the

|

original settlers of South Gujarat acquired much of their power and wealth
under the Marathas, They yielded some of their enormous landholdings under
British rule, and also turned to alternate sources of %ivelihood in the
government service, in teaching, and in the professioné{ However, they
retained the best lands and did not relinquish their ténacious control over

agriculture, Their prosperous condition hardly acted as an incentive to
|

emigration, but the less well-to-do were not averse to travelling abroad.,
|
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Anavils went primarily to Africa and Burma as school teachers and
.professionals. The few Anavil families who went to Fiji after 1939 came
from a village near Navsari, Like other groups from a strong agricultural
background, they eschewed agriculture and engaged in commerce and trade,
They became very prominent in Fiji as newsagents and stationery dealers,

One of the most interesting features of Gujarati emigration in this
period was the increase in family emigration which was evident emong the
artisan groups and Khatris, The more prosperous and established groups such
as the Patidars and Sonis had already started sending for their families, but
few Khatris were inclined to bring their wives preferring, rather, to send
for thelr male children and other male dependents who could fulfil the
manpower requirements of their enterprises, Most artisan groups acted with
motives similar to the Khatris, It was not uncommon to find emigrants in
the family category who were minors, or married Gujaratis under the age of
consent who came as dependents of other Gujaratis on family permits to bypass
the restrictions against single male immigration,

Bconomic necessity and the desike to improve one's socilal status have
been given by Gujaratis as their main reasons for emigrating.?6 Perhaps
both these conditions are integrally related, given the cultural framework
and social environment of the Gujaratis which generated the constant
movement of people from one part of Gujarat to another, and from Gujarat to
other parts of India, especially to Bombay, Emigration to foreign lands was
merely another aspect of the type of movement that could be observed
throughout the latter half of the nineteenth century which was definitely
economically motivated,

The movement to Bombay was largely in response to the demand for labor
but there were natural causes as well, Famines, the pressufe of population,
together with the existence of rapid modes of transportation brought many

people to the urban centers in search of work{77 Both the need for labor
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for the industries in the urban centers and economic distress in rural areas
were factors which had a deep bearing on the movement of people including the
less prosperous agriculturalists; the poor artisan groups, and landless

“laborers who readily migrated in search of opportunity,

Population movement was quite noticeable and even the authorities
acknowledged the various types of population movement which were economically
motivated, There were basically five types of migration--temporary, to
meet short-term demand for labor; casual, in which people moved from one
village to another; periodic, where people migrated during the non-
planting season and returned during the harvest; semi-permanent, where
people resided in one area for employment purposes but made frequent visits
to their ancestral village or towns; and permanent, where cultivators,

predominantly, established permanent residence in a totally new locality.78
All these categories definitely applied to the movement which took place to
Bombay but it had considérable significance on migration abroad,

Toward the beginning of the twentieth century the economic opportunities
in Bombay became extremely limited., By the 1920s the city's rapid indus-
trial growth came to an abrupt ha,lt.79 Groups which had previously been
attracted to Bombay turned to other outlets, in particular foreign lands
which contained large Indian communities and were easily accessible by the
sea routes, The push toward foreign lands was totally controlled by the
economic conditions at home and abroad, by the special types of immigrants
whose skills were required by the larger Indian community residing abroad,
and by the legislative enactments in India and the areas which received
Indian immigrants,

Thus Gujarati emigration to Fiji occurred under various conditions., It
commenced slowly because of the preference for other areas where the chances
of making money or earning a living within a limited time were greater,

Fiji gained prominence only &fter certain Gujarati groups had carved out a



167

particular area in which their caste skills could be effectively utiliged.,
Gujaratis had no designs of residing in Fiji permanently and for this reason
came without their families, Their intention was a short-term period of
residence which would last no more than two years, After having attained
their goal of accumulating substantial savings Gujaratis returned home,
However, conditions in Fiji, as well as in India, made further demands on
the immigrants where it was not possible to stay for a short period or turn
rich overnight, The plight of their families in India during the depression
of the 1930s forced many Gujaratis in Fiji to establish an outlet, mainly
business, which could allow éther members of their group to come,

Gujarati emigration to Fiji was the product of a deep psychological drive
to better one's self; a process which was already occurring in the movement
of people from one area to another in India, The stimulus came from economic
conditions at home which motivatéd them to migrate and from the incentives,
such as the chance to acquire wealth and prestige, which the foreign
countries offered, What began as isolatéd cases of emigration within a
particular group soon became a group phenomenon when additional members of
that group arrived to secure a monopoly of a particular trade or profession
in the host country, Natural conditions resulting from floods, famines,
population increase, and diminishing family resources merely enhanced the

attractiveness of emigration,
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CHAPTER V

THE SETTLEMENT PATTERNS OF THE
GUJARATT COMMUNITY

Gujarati settlement in Fiji had a definite correlation with trade, and
was also.linked to the Gujarati preference for urban areas, In this chapter
the emphasis is on the towns and commercial centers which were preferred for
settlement, and on the factors which strongly influenced the choice of a
particular town., It will be shown that the Gujarati concern with trade,
political and economic security, better opportunities in towns than in rural
areas, and the demand for certain traditional skills of some Gujarati castes‘
were the main factors involved in their preference for urban centers,
Moreover, some Gujaratis only settled in areas which contained a large Indian
population,

At the turn of the century a number of important developments affected
the Indian community in Fiji. One was the shift in the focus of recruitment
for indentured labor from the northern parts of India to Madras in the South,
The second was the emergence of a 'free' community consisting predominantly
of ex-indentured laborers who opted to remain in Fiji rather than be
repatriated to their homeland, Other immigrants also arrived as 'passengers’
at their own expense and swelled the ranks of 'free' Indians whose presence
was becoming quite noticeable in thevsugar—growing centers, in the vicinity
of the 'sugar towns' where the mills were located, and in the areas contiguous
to the capital of the colony--Suva, The concentration of the Indian popula-
tion in the sugarcane regions, and the settlement patterns of those immigrants
who wished to remain in Fiji, played an important role in the growth of
market towns and centers where a commercial class of Indians, including
Gujaratis, soon émerged to organize all phaées of Indian economic activity;

Indians largely depended upon the sugar industry for their livelihood,
174
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especially those who had been, and continued to be, associated with it as
indentured laborers, The industry also sustained those who operated as
independent farmers on lands obtained from the government, from the Europeans,
or from the Fijians, The ability of the industry to absorb Indians in various
capacitiesy-as indentured laborers, as independent farmers, and'as casual
laborers--facilitated Indian settlement, However, there was still the problem
of providing adequate land for a growing number of settlers, The major
responsibility for acquiring land and allocating it for Indian usage fell
upon the government which encountered mounting difficulties in fulfilling
that obligation., The vast reservoir of land which lay beyond the sugarcane
regions was inaccessible and unavailable for Indian settlement because of the
hesitancy of the Fijian owners to dispose of large tracts of their land to
Indians, and partly because of the government's wariness in fostering too
great a contact between Indians and F‘ijia,ns.:L Hence the hinterland of Fiji
remained beyond the scope of Indian settlement and the population found
itself hedged within the more settled districts and towns,

The growth of towns, and invariably the emergence of Indian settlements,
was closely linked to expansion of the sugar industry. Towns served as
administrative posts as well as marketing and commercial centers., Fiji's
towns, apart from Suva, emerged as an extenslon of the operations of sugar
mills, The first major mill commenced operating in Penang (Rakiraki) in 1878
but in the 1880s three more mills were constructed in Nausori and Navua,
on the windward and wetter regions of Viti Levu, and in Ba on the leeward
and dry side, All the mills were situated on lands near large rivers, which
indicated an absence of land transportation networks and a heavy reliance on
water transportation, The next important development took place on the
island of Vanua Levu in 1890 when another mill started operations in Labasa
(Lambasa). The town had come into existence shortly after 1874 and functioned

as an important administrative post; The mill-building activity culminated
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in the construction by the C,S,R, of a sugar mill in Lautoka in 1903 which
ranked as the largest in the South Pacific;2

The mill at Lautoka gave the C,S,R, a near monopoly of the sugar
industry in Fiji, As the chief employer of Indian labor, the C,S,R, had a
profound influence on the pattern of Indian settlement, Initially, the
company was hesitant to settle 'free' Indians (ex-indentured and otherwise)
on its estates, Perhaps it felt the settlement of Indians, other than
through indenture, was not the company's responsibility, It was also reluc-
tant to employ 'free' Indians because this policy would have meant making
land provisions and payment of high wages, possibly resulting in an unnecessary
drain on the company's financlal resources. Consequently, many Indians
moved to Navua where they easily obtained land from a rival sugar concern,
The C,S.R.'s policy toward Ifree' Indians gradually changed as a consequence
of the decreasing supply of laborers, After the construction of the mill at
Lautoka it began leasing land to 'free' Indians to grow sugarcane and other
crops for their own consumption.,

The new mill at Lautoka provided western Viti Levu with two mills and
made the region extremely attractive for Indian settlement, Ba was the
largest Indian population center but the development of Lautoka absorbed the
surplus population that would have otherwise converged on Ba, Altogether,
there were six major population centers in the sugar belt whi:ch derived their
importance through their intricate link with the sugar industry, Rakiraki,
Ba, and Lautoka emerged as the important mill centers., Two other towns,
namely Nadi (Nandi) and Sigatoka (Singatoka), were also vital to the sugar
industry, Both towns had been considered as possible sites for the mill
which was finally constructed in Lautoka, These Qenters not only enabled an
efficient system of supervision of the sugar industry but also served as
convenient administrative posts; The 'freé' Indian population resided mainly

in Ba and Lautoka on the leeward side of Viti Levu, and in Navua and Nausori
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on the windward side, Prior to the arrival of other 'free' (passenger)
immigrants after 1900, there were already about ten thousand Indians residing
in the more settled districts growling sugarcane and rice, and also cultivating
bananas, maize, tobacco; lentils; and miscellaneous garden produce}3
Settlement in Vanua Levu was not very extensive and basically restrieted to
districts contiguous to the mill in Labasa. Thus; by the time the first
Gujarati immigrants arrived in 1904; other Indian groups were already firmly
established in select districts and towns which had a strong Indian appearance
and influence, These centers of Indian population had a profound bearing on
the pattern of Gujarati settlement but initially it was Suva, the capital of
Fiji, rather than the sugar towns which attracted the Gujarati immigrants,

Suva's origins and development were totally different from those of the
sugar towns, The town came into existence shortly after 1877 when the
government held land sales to attract more settlers from Australia, After
further development, which included the construction of roads, public buildings
and a wharf, Suva became the new capital and the center of government in 1882.4
From its inception Suva was economically and politically dominated by
Furopeans who played an active role in directing and managing the affairs
of the town in addition to their establishing the principal commercial
establishments, Suva's importance as the main center of European setilement
was made evident by the fact that it was not dependent upon indentured
Indian labor or the sugar industry for its survival, While the towns of
Lautoka, Nausori, Ba, and Labasa were basically market centers, highly
dependent upon the operation of the sugar mills, Suva contained a diverse
economy in which manufacturing and secondary industries, involving boat-
building and coconut oil, soap; and biscuit production, were important to its
existence, As the capital and entrepdt of Fiji; the town provided services
and amenities which were Simply lacking in thé 1ess developed sugar towns,

Though Europeans comprised the dominant group, an increaéing number of
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Indians and Chinese were attracted to the town, The Chinese established
their roots after 1900 and were quickly drawn into trade and commerce;5 The
town offered numerous possibilities to Indian settlers also, Hawking was a
major type of enterprise among Indians who aspired to enter the commercial
world of Suva, Eventually, Indians went into shopkeeping, but on a very
limited scale, In the late1880s numerous Indians came to Suva to obtain
hawkers' licenses and travelled by boat to Rewa, Navua, and Ba to peddle
their merchandise;6 After 1900, Indian hawking and trading/activity began to
expand immensely, Thelr operations greatly alarmed the small European shop-
keepers who had previously enjoyed a monopoly of trade in the remote regions
which were not.being serviced by the large European commercial houses of Suva,

Trade was not the only attraction, English-speaking Indians came to
Suva because it was,thé seat of power, Moreover, there were increasing
prospects of working in the lower echelons of the government service, Others
came to seek employment as municipal workers, shop assistants, and clerks in
European firms, Since the community in Suva was expanding, there was an
acute need for a class of people, other than Europeans, to serve the various
labor requirements, As pointed out earlier, Suva and its neighboring suburbs
contained about 3,000 Indian residents by 1912 who were mostly replacing
Polynesians as 1aborers.7 Indians had gradually become an important element
in the population of the town. It was definitely thelr presence here which
served as a tremendous inducement to other minor groups, such as the Gujaratis,
to remain inthe colony.

All immigrant ships from India,. as well as other vessels from Australia
or New Zealand; stopped at Suva as their first port of call in Fiji, ‘'Free’
immigrants; including Gujaratis who travélléd on the regular immigrant
vessels; were accorded the same treatmént as indentured immigrants, It is
almost cértain that théy ﬁere alsd takén to thé iéland of Nukulau; a short

distance from Suva by sea, to comply ﬁith various health régulations and
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immigration formalities, Immigrants suspected of being carriers of any
disease were placed under quarantine, Those who had undergone inspection, and
declared free of disease, were allowed to proceed to Suva, Only from Suva
could all 'passenger' immigrants go to other parts of Fiji,

The first two Soni immigrants, Chunilal Ganji and Vi?ji Narshi, were
extremely fortunate that influential members of the local Indian community
such as Totaram Sanadhya and Peter Grant readily came to their aid upon their
arrival in 1904 in Suva, It was certainly this promise of assistance which
had first induced them to come to Fiji, and the readiness with which the
Indian community accepted the Sonis definitely facilitated their adaptation
to the new environment, Chunilal and Virji had both previously lived in
Natal and could have conceivably expected similar conditions in Fiji, In
Natal, there was a sizeable community of Gujaratis who engaged in various
types of trading activity whereas Fiji had been virtually untouched by the
Gujaratis, Virji and Chunilal must have been alarmed to discover that they
were an isolated element within the Indian community. Moreover, they were
unaware that other Gujarati-speaking Parsi immigrants had preceded them.,
There is also no evidence of contact, if any, between the two groups.8

For the first Gujarati immigrants, their initial difficulties arose from
adaptation, and from the problems with language and communication, Their
knowledge of English was limited to whatever they had acquired in Natal.
Perhaps this was sufficient to enable them to move about a town dominated by
Europeans, It is almost certain that in Natal they had been accustomed to
living within an exclusive Gujarati enclave, because of the social and
linguistic factor, but their skills as jewelers also brought them into contact
with other Indian groups there, Through this exposure to other‘groups, they
might have acquired some fluency in Hindi; otherwise they would have been at
o total loss to communicate with the Indians in Suva, Tt is generally

accepted that they had communicated from Natal with Peter Grant, a prominent
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Indian Christian in Suva, to solicit his advice on the prospects for business
in Fiji.9 This communication appears to have taken place in either English
or Hindi, It is also conceivable that Chunilal and Virji utilized the
services of a scribe or a professionél letter-writer to handle all their
correspondence to and from Fiji, Whatever the case may have been, the
language problem was indeed a major one which almost all Gujaratis encountered
in Fiji, Language difficulties lengthened the process of adaptation and
restricted mobility until a working knowledge of the local dialect of
Hindustani could be acquired,

The two Sonis spent considerable time in the Rewa region, between Suva
and Nausori, as guests of Totaram Sanadhya, an ex-indentured Indian and a
well-known Sanatani priest in that area, Totaram perhaps welcomed them into
his household because he must have been genuinely moved by the plight of
Virji and Chunilal. Fortunately for the two Sonis, Totaram's hospitality

eliminated their struggles with diet.10

Both Gujaratis belonged to the
Valsnava sect and were strict wvegetarians, Since they lacked the resources

to set up a household, and were extremely conscious of their dietary restric-~
tions, they did not object to living with a Brahmin, Totaram, after all, was
not only a Hindu priest but also, like them, certainly a vegetarian., Above
all, he was an influential member of the local Indian community who commanded
a large following amongst the orthodox Hindus and was generally respected by
other religious groups., In terms of thelr long-range objectives, the

Gujarati Sonis found this assoclation with Indian leaders to be financially
advéntageous; While they had Peter Grant to assist them in Suva, they gained
rapid exposure to the Indians in all the areas where Totaram exerted any
influence., In this manner they publicized their intention to conduct business
as goldsmiths; simultaneously hoping to attract a sizeable clientele for their
trade,

As Chunilal and Virji did not have sufficient capital to launch a
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Jewelry business in Suva, they adobted the business techniques of hawkers
and travelled from settlement to settlement., Beyond Suva there were two
important districts and centers of Indian population--Navua and Rewa--which
were easlly accessible, A prosperous class of 'free' Indians had emerged in
Navua and Rewa, engaging in diverse forms of égriculture; These areas lacked
institutionaliged banking facilities and Indians generally found it convenient
to convert their savings into gold Jjewelry, It was also a éommon practice
to bury one's savings where the services of a Sonar were unavailable, Thus,
the two Gujarati Sonis found their skills in much demand,

After a period of incessant work and constant travel, the two Sonis
opened a small jewelry shop in Suva, in a locality which later became an
integral part of the Indian commercial section, The store was modestly
stocked and furnished with a minimum of essentials, It provided just a
sufficient amount of work space for condﬁcting business, and enough sleeping
area for two during the night., The shop contained all the signs of frugality,
with all the implements of their trade occupying a prominent area, There
was hardly any space designated as a separate cooking area., The food was
prepared on a small kerosene burner situated beside the Sonis as they worked.
This attempt to combine the requirements of both work and home was a necessary
inconvenience which Chunilal and Virji, like many Gujaratl immigrants who
came later, readily accepted, Material comforts were relinguished and set
aside by the strong desire to attain wealth;ll

Success came to Virji and Chunilal very slowly. As their business was
restricted to Indians, they were highly dependent upon the goodwill of
influential Indian leaders who commanded a large followlng because of their
caste status, wealth, and knowledge of English, Unlike many Soni Gujaratis
who came lafer, they had considérable expertisé in making jewelry, a skill
which they had probably developed in Natal; though théy belonged to a caste

where it was generally aséumed évery Sonl was a goldsmith or sllversmith by
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profession, Thelr knowledge and experience in jewelry making, and their
willingness to ply their skills beyond the outskirts of Suva, enabled them to
compete with Sonars from other parts of India, By contrast, many Gujarati
Sonis who followed Virji and Chunilal were untrained goldsmiths or silversmiths,
Though they possessed a rudimentary knowledge of their caste occupation, their
chances of survival in Fiji were marginal, They had one of two choices,
either to learn their caste occupation through affiliation with an established
Soni in Fiji or to enter some other form of activity which would still enable
them to attain their goal of acecumulating enough money to return to theii
homeland, Both cholces had certain limitations, As Jewelers they encountered
stiff competition from other Sonars, including Virji and Chunilal, who were
already well established within the Indian community, Going into an alter-
native occupation, such as farming or trading, had the .same pitfalls, Farming
required land, which was not in abundance, and trading was one area where
other Indians had already made considerable gains, These choices had a pro-
found bearing on further Soni settlement as well as on other subsequent
Gujarati groups.

The first wave of Gujarati Sonis restricted their activities and move-
ments to Suva and to other contiguous areas of Indian settlement, The
absence of an adequate system of roads discouraged attempts to penetrate the
sugarcane regions in the northwest where the overwhelming bulk of Indians
resided, Because of the lack of a good land transportation system, travel
within Fiji was still a risky undertaking for people who were unfamiliar with
the country and ignoraht of local conditions, the custéms of the inhabitants,
and the local dialect. Unlike the Indian.hawkers; who travelled regularly to
other towns by sea and up rivers: Sonis were reluctant, through fear and the
lack of resources; to travel to areas where other Gujaratis had not ventured,
Therefore; they preferred to peddle their skills in the 'safe' areas which

had already been covered by Virji and Chunilal;
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In the absence of families, all Sonis lived in clusters, often in over-
crowded conditions; in a singlé dwelling which providéd enough ﬁorﬁ space
and shelter for everyone within each group; It séémed impractical for indivi-
dual Sonis to establish separate ﬁorkéhops to produce jéﬁelry for fheir
customers: The more feasible solution was for the émall operators to procure,
on credit offered on generous terms; ready-made Jewelry from the established
Sonis to sell; The small operator was under no obligation to pay for all the
Jewelry that he took, He merely reimbursed his supplier from the proceeds
of the merchandise which he sold, often returning any unsold items within a
specified period, Those who lacked the skills and the initial capital outlay
to make jewelry found this arrangement to be extremely practical and convenient,
The profit margin was not very high but the Sonis who hawked on a regular
basis were relieved from the tedious and time-consuming process of finishing
their own products,

The hawker-Sonis travelled from settlement to settlement by any convenient
mode of land transportation and by river boats. They moved in groups of
two or three, carrying their jewelry in bundles slung across their shoulders,
Normally, they travelled very lightly, carrying their merchandise and enough
provisions to last for a day or so, They were extremely conscious of their
dietary restrictions and always refused food cooked by other Indians.,
Moreover, they never slept in the settlements which they visited, The high-
light of their constant movement was the weekly bgzaar which took place in
all the large settlements on Satufdays. The bazaar was an important social
gathering where Sonars (including Gujarati Sonis) and hawkers congregated to
display and sell their goods, Sonis made brisk sales during these bazaars.,
While the proceeds of the bazaar constituted the major portion of their saies
for the entire week; they also regarded these weekly gathérings as important

occasions to cultivate and consolidate the social relationship with their

Indian customers;12
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A few Sonis attempted to establish themselves beyond the outskirts of Suva
but the sense of isolation together with the separation from other members

of their caste, and the difficult conditions ﬁhich they encountered,

shattered their will to remain in Fiji; One such case was Lakhu Premji who
had come to Fiji in 19051 Lakhu Premji resided and worked in Navua but like
the other Indian hawkers who operated in that region; he was plagued by

" numerous problems, Business was very unstable because of the fluctuating
fortunes of his Indian customers who were tied to the uncertain sugar industry
of thisvregion. The main problem arose from the atmosphere of hostility

which existed between Indian hawkers and European shopkeepers who resented

the presence of interlopers in an area which they regarded as thelr preserve.13
Two years of frustration finally convinced Premji that his prospects in Fiji
were indeed very limited., He returned to India in 1907,

The arrival of two Khatri immigrants, Narotam Karsandas and Motiram
Narsey, between 1908 and 1909 merely added to ranks of the very small number
of Gujaratis residing in Suva but did not result in any significant change
in their pattern of settlement, The Khatris preferred to remain in Suva
because they were favorably impressed by the economic and political conditions
which they encountered, Not only did the town offer a sense of security,
being the most developed of all the towns in Fiji, but it was also the
center of commercial activity in the colony. The location of large European
commercial firms in Suva, which dealt in textile products, appealed very
strongly to the Khatris who were already familiar with that business in their
homeland, Narotam and Mdtiram relied on their skills as tallors to secure
employment in the drapery section of one of-.the European commercial houses.lu
The work provided a steady income and a good insight into business operations
in Suva, Capitalizing on the need for éxperiénced'tailors, th? two Khatris
gradually raised enougﬁ capital to opén their own talloring shops: Unlike

the Sonis; the Khatris did not hawk for a living;
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There is little reliable information on the early settlement pattern of
the pioneering Khatri immigrants, Indian settlement in Suva proper was
probably not very extensive in 1910; and only restricted to areas which had
been accessible, For Indians with limited resources who drifted into Suva,
the obvious choice for residential purposes was Toorak, with its dilapidated
appearance where cheap housing was readily avallable., Economic necessity
might have also induced the early Gujarati immigrants to reside in Toorak.

As a rule, the Khatris lived in close proximity to their businesses. They
worked long hours and maintained thelr social distance from the other Gujarati
groups, especially the Sonis, in spite of thelr close linguistic and cultural
affinity, They also came into constant contact with other Indian groups but
again, remained socially aloof, This isolation was possible because Khatris
were not entirely dependent upon other Indians for their livelihood, Moreover,
they displayed a strong sense of commitment to thelr work and to the manage-
ment of their businesses, This routine was followed rigidly; but they

became more aware of théir social needs as other caste fellows arrived from
India (see Chapter Vi),

The Gujaratis displayed 1little inclination to move to other areas, even
with the arrival of other Gujarati caste groupings after 1910, The community
was still véry small, as revealed by the first population census in 1911,
which, to some extent, explains their tendency to congregate in one area.

The immigrants from Bombay Presidency numbered 153, including Gujaratis
although no separate tabulatipn for them was provided, in a total Indian
population of 40;286. In terms of the occupational categories, Gujafatis
could be found among the goldsmiths and silversmiths; tailors; and bootmakers
residing in the islands.l5 Thé Gujarati community was increasing steadily
from just a sprinkling of Sonis and Khatris to include other minor caste
groups such as Kolis; Mochis: and Navs, In 1912; a Gujarati lawyér of the

Bania caste came and in 1914 a Leva Kanbi arrived; The presence of these
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minor castes did not have much impact on the settlement patterns of the
community but the activities in which theyengaged certainly revealed the possi-
bilities for diversification into the other areas of Fiji.

In 1911 there were only 21 Indian Sonars (goldsmiths and silversmiths)
in Fiji; and by 1914 this figure had increased to 51, largely through the
influx of more Sonis from Gujarat..l6 The concentration of these Sonis in Suva
produced a glut in the jewelry-making business, The market in gold jewelry
in Suva was simply not large enough to sustain the expanding community of
goldsmiths and silversmiths, There was little to gain by channelling all
their resources into a single area, First, the Indian population of Suva was
widely dispersed, and contained a weak economlic base which could be attri-
buted to a preponderance of laborers among the urban dwellers, Second, the
wage earning population did not provide a fertile éround for the Sonis to
practice their trade because the group, as a rule, had very little surplus
cash to divert into gold jewelry, Third, the existence of reliable banking
facilities--especially the commencement of a government savings bank in 1908--
may have further weakened the reliance on gold jewelry as a safe form of
investment., Confronted with the uncertainty of theilr profession in Suva,
the Sonis turned to those 'sugar towns' which were rapidly attracting Indian
hawkers, petty traders, and merchants,

The Khatris were not faced with the same dilemma as the Sonis, As tailors,
they had found a lucrative market for their trade in Suva, Both Narotam's
and Motiram's shops flourished because there was always a demand for good
(and inexpensive) tailors who could undercut the more expensive European
concerns, With proper management they operated profitably'because they were
patronized by all races in Suva. Thus; there was tremendous economic
incentive for them to remain and qperaté within the confines of the
municipality. Their shops ﬁere located not too far from each other in the

businéss section of Suva, which could be;bést described as exclusively
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European in appearance, The main European commercial houses, the banks, the
Post Office, the Police Station; and miscellaneous commercial establishments
were all located in this sector. The business sector gradually led southward
toward the residential areas and to the government buildings; situated near
large tracts of land reserved for sports and recreation purposes. A creek
separated this business sector from another more congested sector which was
an extension of the commercial community, but where the majority of the
Chinese and Indian shops were located, In the northwesterly direction lay
the waterfront where a wharf was constructed between 1913 and 1916, In the
opposite direction, the town led up a hill toward Toorak, a residential area
which was an European settlement originally, but which, by 1910, had attracted
many Indians, Pacific Islanders, and mixed réces of the laboring class.
Compared to other residential areas, Toorak soon acquired a slum-like
appearance because of its neglect by the municipal authorities after the
departure of its European residents, Beyond-Toorak, about two miles northward
lay Samabula, an important Indian settlement from where much of thelir early
social and political activities emanat‘ed.l7

In comparison to the Sonis, who were urban dwellers but conducted

business in the outlying rural Indian settlements, the Khatris restricted
themselves to an urban area for both residential and occupational purposes.
The Sonis took their business to their Indian customers, whereas Khatris were
less dependent upon other Indians for their livelihood, The Khatris' pre-
ference for urban dwelling can be traced to their settlement characteristics
in Gujarat. The Khatri areas of South Gujarat have easy access to the large
urban centres; especially Surat and Navsari, Most Khatri immigrants to
Fiji had constant exposure to urban centers; and were not adverse to
travelling to these centers in search of work, Many had also worked as
tailors in Bombay;18 In Fiji théy displayed a similar tendency and made Suva

the focal point of all their activities; Furthermore, Khatris were extremely
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sensitive to the political climate of the host country. They only felt
secure in an area where law and order prevailed and where conditions were
conducive to the successful operation of business ventures. The presence of
Europeans in Suva, and their success in business; provided ample evidence of
secure economic conditions in which Khatris could also function adequately,
Their deep concern for physical safety certainly made Khatris less adven-
turous and more cautious than the Sonis who conducted business without much
difficulty beyond the confines of the town, This concern for safety has often
made Gujaratis the target of ridicule, It seems that the early immigrants were
petrified by the warlike appearance of the native Fijians.19

The Gujarati tailoring business in Suva developed through various stages.

In the initial phase the shops were operated as modestly as possible, The
main investment consisted of a number of treadle-machines, depending upon
the number of assistants who did the actual sewing. The machines were probably
bought from either of the two major Buropean firms which provided credit
generously to ensure continuous business dealings with the tailors as their
businesses expanded, The heavy reliance on European firms may explain why
the tailoring shops were located near the Buropean firms, Initially, these
shops did not stock materials which were in much demand., These modest supplies
were bought, as usual, from the European firms. Sometimes, the large
tailoring shops acted as suppliers to other Khatri tailors who could not
obtain credit elsewhere, The Narsey business concern underwent such a
transition. In addition to being a tailoring shop, it became a retaller of
clothing goods; and finally a wholesale outlet for all varieties of textile,
products which it imported directly, The prime consideration was to sever the
reliance on the European firms. The principal items of Import were silk;
laces, drill, khaki; calico; linen; prints; and miscéllangous dress materials.zo

The two original Khatri tailoring concérns served as a shelter for other

Khatri immigrants and becamé the nucleus around which a larger community grew.
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Both Narotam and Motiram were active recruiters when they made periodic visits
to India; The Narsey business was well organized and ran on a more secure
basis than Narotam'é which Wént through numerous managerial changes because
of his frequent visits to India: Motiram Narsey relied upon his large family
network to provide the necessary manpower. His own immediate family served
in managerial capacities; whereas other Khatris performed much of the menial
tasks, Managerial duties embraced a wide range of activities, and largely
entailed the careful supervision of the everyday activities of the concern--
meeting the customers, measuring them, delegating the sewing tasks, under-
taking the fitting, and finally consolidating the sales. In the shop there
was an actual barrier separating the owner or supervisor from his workers.
The owner worked on a long counter where he supervised the cutting, In front
of him, or to either side of him, were placed rows of machines where his
workers performed the sewing tasks, His machine was normally set apart from
the rest, in a position from Where he could constantly supervise his workers,
Only he had access to the area behind the counter where the monef was kept.

The closely-knit Khatri community thrived in just one centralized
locality of Suva. They maintained their distance from the Sonis who resided
in another area much closer to Toorak, certainly indicative of a residential
preference which was not different from that in India, All the Khatris lived
in a number of households which were managed cooperatively in the absence of
wives and womenfolk., Cooking and other household chores were sharéd and
regulated in keeping with the long working hours in the shops, Indian eating-
houses (lodges) eliminatéd some of the difficulties with diet.
The first Khatri family came in 1918 as part of the Narsey household.

As distinct from individual male immigrants who entered Fiji at random; wives
came only when husbands could afford to maintain their families in Fiji.
Most Khatris preférréd to kéep théir wives in India ﬁithin the security of

the joint-family system; The absence of womenfolk resulted in a preponderance
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of males aﬁong the Khatri immigrants who lived in groups and clusters,
The largest group of Khatris, numbering 22 altogether, in any single locality
in Suva came from the town of Navsari in Baroda State.21 Other Gujaratis
from Navsari; and the neighboring areas, resided in the same locality in which
the Khatris were located. Through this close regional association, all
caste groupings were ablé to maintain a closer link with affairs at home.
Gujaratis from Navsari preferred this arrangement because they could rely
upon the most educated membérs within their social enclave for assistance
in remitting money to relatives in India and handling their correspondence,

The Sonis and the Khatris in Suva were jobtned by other Gujarati caste
groups from 1910 onward, but their small numbers did not enable them to
maintain a separate and distinct sense of identity. Between 1910 and 1915,
the immigration of the artisan castes was merely a trickle, Mochis were the
first Gujarati artisan group in Fiji, followed by Navs and Dhobis, The
pioneering Mochi and Nav immigrants returned to India shortly after their
arrival, perhaps due to social ostracization by other Gujaratis on account of
their untouchable occupations. Their sojourn in Suva was too brief to have
dny profound impact on the Gujarati community as a whole, The artisan groups
came and departed at brief intervals without securing a firm base of operation,
In 1914 there was only one Mochi, by the .name of Dahya HansJji, who had
established himself in Suva. Dahya maintained close links with those
Gujarati immigrants who originated from the Navsari Division in Baroda., This
meant that he resided within close proximity to or within the Khatri-
dominated areas of the town. Dahya earned his livelihood as a hawker,
carrying his trade from one settlement to another. He may have acquired this
trait from the wandering Sonis with whom hé maintained very little social
contact. The Mochi community neither grew rapidly nor acquiréd the same
significance as the Khatri and Soni components. However; as an immigrant

group which had settled in Suva, the Mochis were certainly more visible than
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the Navs who did not acéuire a firm foothold into Fiji until after 1920.
Their settlement pattern was strongly influenced by the presence of other
immigrant Gujarati groups;

Other artisan castes of Dhobi; Darji; Sutaf; and Lohars arrived between
1916 and 1920 when there was a growing awareness of Fiji among the artisan
and agricultural groupé in the southern parts of Gujarat, During this period
Dhobis constituted one of the larger artisan groups‘to emigrate to Fiji,
second only to the Mochis (see Table 4.2). The passport records in Bombay
indicate that the emigration of Dhobis to Fiji did not antedate 1916, That
year Kanji Okad, a washerman residing in Bombay, applied for a passport to
travel to Fiji.22 The Dhobis, like the Mochis, comprised a very small
group ° within the Gujarati community settled in Suva, But unlike the Mochis,
they were quite dependent upon other groups for thelr livelihood. An Indian
laundry business was practically nonexistent which, in effect, made Dhobis
definitely aware of the unlimited scope for their trade. However, the laundry
business fell within the preserve of European enterprise., The Dhobis elther
sought employment in these concerns, or worked elsewhere until they accu-
mulated sufficient capital to make a bid to dominate the laundry business.

Darjis, that is tailors by caste, also formed a very minute group
within the Gujarati community. They fell into the same category as the Navs
who were hardly noticeable as well, The only Darji of any importance was
Gangaram Hari who emigrated to Fiji in 1919.23 Shortly after his arrival in
Suva Gangaram Hari established a tailoring shop which expanded very rapidly.
It soon emerged as a major concern, matched only by the Narsey organization.
Initially, the Darjis maintained close links with the Khatris as there was a
heavy eéonomic reliance upon the latter group. Darjis worked in the Khatri
shops and were obliged to maintaln good relations with them, This relationship
was viable only as long as one group Served the'intéréSts of the more

dominant group., However, the major draﬁback was that it dampened Darji
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immigration because there was no established Darji organization to provide
shelter; or further incentives; to other caste fellows who wished to come,
Gangaram; therefore, could not envisage the continuous dependence of Darjis

on the Khatris, To him it seemed imperative to penetrate the economic sphere
controlled by Khatris, but also in the locality where the Khatri influence was
very profound, His actions caused great consternation among the Khatris,
Moreover; Gangaram had effectively demonstrated that the preponderance of one
caste in any particular profession did not prevent any other social group with
adequate skills and resources to enter the same field.,

Other castes--Sutars and Lohars--who are mentioned as passport applicants
to Fiji, are not identifiable as separate and distinct immigrant groups in
Fiji., They generally fall into the same elusive categories as the Kolis,
cloth merchants and hawkers, and fruit and vegetable vendors, These groups
existed on the periphery of the Gujarati social structure. Moreover, they
all originated from South Gujarat and settled in the Khatri areas, and on
the outskirts of the Buropean-dominated commercial section of Suva where it
mergéd with Toorak, Castes of obscure status in Gujarat preferred to retaln
their indistinguishable identity by maintaining a low profile. They hid
behind the cloak of hawkers or small vendors. This trait set them apart from
the Sonis or Khatris who maintained a distinct sense of identity.

Kolis were the predominant group among the elusive or obscure caste
categories. They were extremely versatile and showed no marked preference
for any particular occupation, They weré known by other Gujarati groups to
function comfortably in any capacity——tailor; or laborer; or cook; or
ZLa,u;ndermaLn.2LP As a group; they preferred to remain in Suva where work was
abundant but also indicated a willingness tosettle in any area where money
could be made readily. It seems that théir preference for Suva was intricately
linked to their intention to migraté to New Zéaland événtually. There was

a community of Kolis in Auckland who maintainéd strong lihks with Kolis in Fiji
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because of the direct shipping route between Suva and Auckland,

There were other minor groups in Suva whose importance far exceeded
their numerical strength, Manilal Doctor; the Bania lawyer from Baroda City
who arrived in 1912, could be placed within this classification, As a
lawyer; a defender of Indian rights; and as a self-styled politician with
extensive experience in Mauritius; Manilal acquired a sizeable following
among Indians throughout Fiji, Though Suva served as a permanent base for his
law practice and political activities, he travelled extensively throughout
Fiji. Apparently, he felt more at ease among the local Indians than among his
fellow Gujaratis, Both in terms of his long-range objectives and the nature
of his work, he could not envisage himself in some economic role as the other
Gujaratis who were simply preoccupied with financial gain, It is quite
conceivable that he offended the sensitivity and decorum of the Sonis by his
open association with a French woman who had accompanied him to Fiji.25 Thus,
rejected by other Gujaratis, he acquired and maintained a better rapport with
other Indian groups who may have frowned on his morals but, at least,
required his expertise in the law to further their rights, Manilal's main
source of income was his legal practice; politics and journalism also formed
important aspects of his life in Suva., Basically, he was quite spartan in
his lifestyle, being both a strict vegetarian and a teetotaler, characteris-
tics which were often put to the test by his Indian friends. His family was
also among the first few Gujarati families to arrive in Fiji in 1917, Unlike
other Gujaratis, Manilal perceived himself as part of the emerging 'free'
Indian community which had a permanent interest in -the adopted homeland.
Manilal's career,. and interest in Fiji; was finally upstaged by the labor
unrest of the early 1920s.

The Gujarati Bania community did not expand beyond Manilal., The only
othér Gujarati immigrants who could be poééibly claséifiéd in the category of

Banias were the Parekh family who emigratéd to Fiji in the 1930s, Thé Parekhs
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belong to a caste which was originally classified as Bania. During
Peshwa rule in Gujarat, one faction of that caste was recruited into
the service of the Peshwas, in those areas where goldsmiths and silver-
smiths were scarce, to assist in the collection of revenue, The
specific duty of Parekhs was to decide the difference between brass
and silver during the collection of taxes., Over a period, Parekhs
became brokers of gold. They now constitute a separate jati, known
more specifically as Bania-Sonis who neither interdine nor intermarry
with the Kathiawari Sonis.26

The Kanbl groups experienced a more protracted growth than many
of the other factions, By 1915 there were only a few Matia and Leva
Kanbis (Patidars) in Suva who had come there either directly from
India, or through New Zealand. The versatile Leva Kanbis (Patidars)
from Central Gujarat eschewed thelr traditional calling as agricul-
turalists, and turned to trading in Fiji. The Kanbis settled predomi-
nantly on Waimanu Road, situated north of the creek, This locality
was essentially an extension of the Khatri area on.Renwick Road.
The cut-off point for the Khatrl area was Cumming Street which merged
with Renwick Road, creating a new thoroughfare called Waimanu Road
which ran in a northerly direction. Cumming Street and Waimanu Road
contained much of the non-European enterprises. A number of European
businesses including a butcher and a bakery were located here, but
the area abounded with Chinese cafes, greengrocers and merchants,
and some Indian shops.

The settlement pattern of Kanbis and Patidars can be best
illustrated through the exploits of Appabhal Patel, the first Gujarati

merchant in Suva, Appabhal established a close association with the
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Soni immigﬁants. He simply found the Kathiéwari Vaisnava tradition
and the strict vegetarianisﬁ of the Sonis to be more tolerable than
the lifestyle (including the consumption of alcohol and meat) maintained
by the Southern (Surati) Gujaratis. He also acquired a wide circle
of Indian friends and consolidated his business contacts, the chief
being a local Indian merchant named J, P, Maharaj. He shrewdly
courted the ffiendship of J. P, Maharaj to soften the competition of
. his own business which he conducted on the opposite side of the street.
It appears'that.both'businesses flourished, in spite of the competition.
Inititally, Appabhai stocked his shop with goods which he obtained
lqcally on credit, but gradually he bagan to import the food items
from India, through Calcutta.27 ?he sgbp served as the place of busines,
and,'iﬁ the t&pical Gujdrati fashion, was also utilized as a Place of
residencef

Both Appabhail Patelvand J, P. Mahara] recognized the enormous
possibilities of the largé market offered by the expanding Indian
population of Suya. Appabhéi felt that with his shrewd business acumen,
coupled with the resources and established name of a local trader,
they could capture a major share of the market in Indian goods., Indeed,
such a merger came into existence through the formation of A, J. C, Patel
Bros (sic) in 1917 (the Patel family tradition is that this concern
did not commence actual operations until 1918). The partnership was
spearheaded by Appabhai‘Patel, Jagannath Maharaj, and Chimanbhai Patel,
anéther Leva Kanbi (Patidar) from the village of Bhadran in Charotar.
The management of the shop fell into the hands of Appabhal and Chimanbhai
with Jagannath maintaining a somewhat passive role because of the concefn
for his own organization., The main source of revenue came from the

trade in edible olls, especially ghee (clarified butter).
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Expansion was curtailed since there was a lack of manpower to run the
organization, Both Appabhal and Chimanbhai wished to secure assistance from
their own villages in India. They could easily rely on other Gujaratis and
local Indians to provide the more general needs; but they preferred members
of their own caste to serve as shop assistants and in other managerial
capacities, Chimanbhai had already called his brother Manibhai in 1917; in
1919 Appathai returned to his village in Charotar to recruit more assistants,
His wife and three fellow villagers from Dharmaj accompanied him to Fiji, and
in early 1920 two relatives from the village of Nondhna in Broach Joined him,
Appabhai's fellow villagers and relatives were absorbed by the 'A, J., C.'
organization as it expanded into other towns, By 1920 there were four sub- -
'sidiary branches established in Lautoka, Nadi, Ba, and Sigatoka.28 However,
expansion produced many strains and squabbles over the management of the
organization resulting in the dissolution of the partnership in 1920,
Appabhai's recruitment practices and growing control may have contributed to
the rift; he obtained sole control of the organization, emerging as the
most formidable Gujarati trader in Fiji by concentrating mainly on the sale
of saris, ghee, and miscellaneous food items. The failure of the partnership
provided an important lesson to Gujaratis in general. It revealed the pit-
falls and difficulties of business alliances between Gujaratis and other local
Indians.,

It is difficult to provide a precise assessment of the nature of
Gujarati penetration into other areas of Fiji prior to 1920, Official
business records; which provide an excellent insight into the development of
Gujarati business enterﬁrise and the main areas of operation; are nonexistent
for the period up to 1924, Until that time all business concerns which were
not limited 1iabilities; not a partneréhip; and operated under the proper
surname of its sole ownef; were not required by law to file particulars of

operation, Though there were various categories of Indian enterprise located
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in all the towns in Fiji, 7 Gujarati establishments were conducting business
in Suva by 1920 or shortly thereafter (3 tailoring shops, 2 merchants, 1 boot-
maker, and 1 confectioner).29 There is little evidence of organized Gujarati
business activity in other areas of Fiji until the establishment of branches
of A, J. C. Patel Bros in Sigatoka, Nadi, Lautoka, and Ba,

Though Suva was the most important urban center, and obviously the focal
point of all Gujarati activity, Lautoka rapidly attracted Indian settlers also,
Lautoka contained a large sugar mill and acquired further significance as
the sugar industry expanded., Its importance increased with the construction
of a wharf beside the mill, at the C.S,R.'s expense, which became the princi-
pal outlet for the colony's raw sugar., Official records mention that by 1910
there was a "very prosperous” community of Indians, including hawkers and
shopkeepers, residing in Lautoka and Nadi.BO Sonis rank as the first Gujarati
group to be attracted to that area, Their entry into settlements and towns
contiguous to Lautoka was facilitated by a network of railways, to transport
sugarcane and passengers between towns, and by the development of wharf
facilities in Lautoka which also increased travel by the water route between
Suva and Lautoka,

Lautoka, as well as the other mill centers, had é somewhat different
development from Suva, In Lautoka there was a distinct line of demarcation
between the area which could specifically be designated as the property of
the sugar company, and the area on the outskirts of the company's property
which was moulded into the town, It is conceivable that the commercial section
of Lautoka initially started as part of the company's domain; closer to where
the wharf stands today. The main structure on the company's property was,
of course; the mill; erected in a flat area interspersed with numerous
railways. The next important structure was thewharf;reserved for the exclu-
sive use of the vessels transporting sugar to varlous countries; Beside the

company's wharf was a Jetty used by the local insular vessels. Opposite the



198
jetty, large areas were set aside for residential purposes for the csmpany's
laborers.

The few commercial establishments, mostly Buropean, conducted trade near
the jetty. Among these stood a structure known as the 'Lal Dukan' where
Appabhai opened the first branch of A, J, C, Patel Bros in Lautoka, The few
Buropean commercial concerns were located some distance from the Jetty., This
particular locality came to be known as Morristar (present day Vetari) after
the large commercial firm (Morris Hedstrom Ltd,) which had also gained a
~ footing there. Indians and Chinese who wished to do business in this locality
may have had very limited accessibility because of the influence exerted
by the major commercial firms and other small European shopkeepers,

The mill community was settled in distinct racial enclaves, Laborers
who performed much of the manual tasks lived very close to the jetty. The
Indian settlements, commonly referréd to as 'lines,' were further removed
from this area, almost contiguous to the cane fields. The company's European
executives lived in the 'C,S.R. Compound,' divided into spacious residential
plots situated on the more elevated lands which commanded an excellent view
of the sea., A racial hierarchy manifested itself not only in the layout of
the settlements but also in the amenities available to the Europeans, such
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as the utilization of extensive areas for recreation purposes. There was
a sense of physical isolation between the races, which carried deep social and
economic implications,

As the Indian population expanded, and as a larger number of the
indentured Indians became 'free' settlers either on company or government
lands, their needs could not be fully accommodated by the type of economic
activity which existed near the mill and the wharf. Indian and Chinese
shopkeepers who recognized this vacuum, and could not encroach on the company's

domain, began to build an economic community outside the company's boundaries,

on lands purchased from the Fijians or the Government,
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The new commercial settlement stretched over a large area. The major
business section was built parallel to the railway, but separated from it by
the main road which ran through the town., The new settlement derived its
name from the village of Namoli whose inhabitants supplied much land on which
the development had taken place. The wooden structures on the main road were
constructed, almost uniformly, alongside each other, There were no distinct
commercial quarters reserved for any soclal group. The whole town consisted
of a conglomeration of Indian and Chinese shops which operated harmoniously,
and catered to the needs of both the Indian farmers and Fijians from nearby
villages. The town's importance was enhanced, first by the expansion in the
sugar industry, and second by further Indian settlement in the district., Its
function as a commercial center soon superseded, and surpassed, much of the
business activity whichtook place by the waterfront near the mill,

Namoli's development and function were not very different from the other
centers which grew on the outskirts of sugar mills, The town bore a great
degree of similarity to towns such as Ba and Nausori in particular. The
major section of these towns consisted of a long line of shops constructed
on the:main road, These shops included petty trading and grocery shops,
small cloth shops, butchers, hairdressing salons, restaurants, and a few motor
garages as the more affluent town dwellers switched from horsedrawn vehicles
to motorcars. All the towns contained open bazaars where Indian farmers and
villagers converged on Saturdays to sell thelr produce or to purchase fresh
supplies.

It is difficult to ascertain the exact date when Gujaratis first settled in
!sugar towns.' The presence of a commercial class of Indians, and the un-
limited poésibilities for trade, would have definitely served as an attraction
for those Gujaratis in Suva who felt the pressure of competition in their
particular trades. Jewelers, who relied primarily on the demand for their

skills among the Indian section of the population, were the main group to face
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fierce competition as other members of their caste came to Fiji, during the
peak years of immigration between 1915 and 1920.

Various factors induced their penetration into the other towns, By
1917 the local authorities reported that jewelers were already visible among
enterprising Indians who had acquired land from the Fijians of Namoli village

32

in Lautoka to construct their business premises, Bootmakers and tailors
were also mentioned as part of this prolific business activity in Lautoka,
The movement of Gujaratis into the sugar areas resulted from the favorable
conditions generated by the expansion of the sugar industry, by the further
settlement of Indians chiefly engaged in agriculture, by the growth of trade,
and by the emergence of Lautoka as the major sugar port. This movement
demonstrates an important aspect of the settlement patterns of Gujaratis—-
namely, that they only moved into those areas which were easily accessible
from Suva and settled by other Indians, where law and order prevailed, and
where the atmosphere was extremely favorable for trade.

Gujarati settlement in the 'sugar towns' progressed through various
stages, The initial phase was a period of observation and limited business
activity. Depending upon the nature of the person's trade, he merely visited
the main areas where business was conducted, studied the purchasing habits in
the shops and bazaars, and took particular note of the principal items of
trade. Above all, he attempted to cultivate the friendship of the leading
traders. Some time was also spent in the large establishments where much
of the trading activity took place, Jewelers appeared én the scene first,
followed by other groups between 1915 and 1920. The Jewelers operated in the
same fashion as hawkers, initially transporting ready-made jewelry from Suva
to sell in bazaars‘and settlements, and after settling in the most attractive
towns, manufacturing their own Jewelry for sale, Lautoka, Ba, and Nadi

became the preferred areas for settlement and conducting business, because of

the presence of a large Indian popula.‘tion.33 The Sonis travelled in groups,
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mainly on the company's passenger train, covering a distance of 40 miles or
more in a day, They maintained their social distance from their customers by
refusing to either rest or dine wherever they conducted business, This
mobility was possible as long as the Sonis did not burden themselves with
the responsibilities of caring for their families, who in most cases were
being maintained in India., Gradually, a few tailors moved to the 'sugar
towns,' Their activities were very modest and basically restricted to sewing,
Appabhai was the only Gujarati of any significance who had shifted his focus
to these towns by 1920. Lautoka served as his principal base in the sugar
district, His first trading shop was situated near the jetty, in an old
building which he rented from a German firm., The main items of trade were
ghee and saris,

The movement of Gujaratis to the 'sugar towns' can be best explained
through their abllity to effectively capitalize on the need for their-skills.
Part of this ability also rests on the recognition of certain groups within
a certain community to serve their interests, Jewelers thrived on the demand
for gold jewelry, Khatris filled the vacuum for skilled tailors. Kanbis,
especialiy Appabhai of the Leva (Patidar) Jati, recognized the neéd for
merchants, in the predominantly Indian areas, who could easily undercut their
rivals by dealing in select goods imported directly from India,

According to the 1921 census there were 324 Indians in Fiji who traced
their origins to Bombay Presidency, and who could be actually classified as
Gujaratis.Bu After all, Gujarat was part of Bombay Presidency, and the
authorities in Fiji made no distinction between the cultural and linguistic
'groups who originated from there. For reasons of expediency, they merely
followed the common practice of grouping Gujaratis under the political entity
wﬁich had jurisdiction over them. It was a very common practice to refer to
Gujaraﬁis as 'Bombayahs,” .To many Indians, the term had a distinct geographi-

cal and linguistic connotation and was applied specifically to Gujaratis to
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distinguish them from other immigrant groups.

The Gujaratis in Fiji comprised a very minute community (0.53 per cent
of the total Indian population), but in spite of this numerical imbalance,
it was still visible in certain occupations, especially tailoring and the
manufacture of jewelry, The community was overwhelmingly settled in the urban
areas, with Suva being the predominant area of settlement., The Gujaratis
preferred urban centers because of their skills and their excessive concern
with some form of commercial activity. Their prime consideration was to make
much money in the shorteét possible time, Accordingly, they restricted their
movement to areas which provided the greatest amount of security and possessed
the appropriate conditions for trade. Their attitudes regarding the utiliza-
tion of their skills in Fiji were shaped by their cultural upbringing, and
they merely engaged in occupations which had a definite correlation with a
particular caste, The most visible Gujarati caste groupings were goldsmiths,
tailors (both Khatris and Darjis), barbers, bootmakers, and washermen.35 The
traditional occupational traits of these caste groupings provided the chief
source of livelihcod, but this tendency did not preclude Gujaratis from
entering into any form of commercial activity which provided a quick monetary
return, whether it involved manual labor, or hawking, or even operating
a restaurant. As a rule, Gujaratis displayed little occupational versatility,
resorting primarily to occupational skills acquired in their homeland,

After the abolition of the indenture system in 1920, Fiji's image as
a safe area for domicile and business inpreased immensely. There was no
fundamental change in the nature of Gujarati immigration, or in the social
composition of the community. Khatris and Sonis continued to dominate
Gujarati immigration and, therefore, retained their position as the two main
social groups. After their arrival in Fiji they began to ease other Indian
groups out of certain occupations which they subsequently monopolized., Those

activities, namely the manufacture of jewelry and tailoring, became a trade
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mark of their particular castes in Fiji., Sonis and Khatris were not the only
groups to carve a 'sphere of influence,' The artisan castes of Mochi, Nav,
and Dhobi also capitalized on the need for certain skills which were simply
not emanating from the local Indian population, Moreover, these artisan
groups were willing to perform certain tasks which had obvious connotations
of untouchability, and which other Indians preferred to eschew.36 Thus,
these Gujaratis quickly moved to fill the vacuum created by the acute need
for skilled Indian bootmakers and washermen, Of the nonartisan groups, the
Kanbis made the most substantial gains., Though Kanbis were agriculturalists
in their homeland, they concerned themselves exclusively with trade in Fiji.
The Leva Kanbis (Patidars) surpassed other Gujarati groups in the field of
trade, The influx of Patidars, who came primarily to fulfil the manpower
requirements for Appabhal's expanding business, took place mainly in the 1920s
and the early 1930s., Gradually, through their tenacity and their industrious-
ness, they successfully penetrated the Indian retail trade in the sugar
areas whefe their influence became very noticeable, Another agricultural
group which made a successful bid to enter the commercial field, first as
hawkers and then traders, were the Kachhia Patels, Altogether, the Patidars,
other Kanbis, and the Kachhias emerged as the third major stream within the
Gujarati community, Only a few minor castes arrived during the 1920s to give
the Gujarati social composition its final shape,

Throughout the 1920s, each caste began to consolidate the gains which
it had made in thé early stages of settlement. A number of conditions aided
this process tremendously. The ability of Gujaratis to move into certain
occupations, which they turned into their exclusive preserve, was a contri-
buting factor to thelr success. Second, the Gujaratis not only effectively
displayed a natural aptitude for commercial pursuits, but they also conducted
their activities with a higher degree of efficiency and success than other

Indian groups who comprised their main competitors (see Table 6.1 on p. 263),
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Third, they were extremely perceptive of the social and economic conditions
which aided the organization of their enterprise. They realized that their
foremost consideration was to organize their activities to produce the maxi-
mum monetary return in order to support their families, and to provide a
comfortable living in their homeland one day. Thus, they adhered rigidly +to
a lifestyle where a definite emphasis was placed on economic gain. Moreover,
they were willing to forego material comforfs to attain their goal. Above
all, they came from a cultural background which provided them with the
necessary training for that purpose, where particular emphasis was placed on
one's duty to caste and family above other considerations,

Expansion of Gujarati enterprise was inevitable, After 1920 Gujaratis
strengthened their links with Fiji, Not only did they have a favorable
impression of Fiji but also a firm conviction that the area was ideal for
settlement with an aburidance of opportunities for everyone, The labor
troubles of the early 1920s did little to undermine this conviction because
Guja?atis, who were primarily based in the urban areas, were not affected by
the pressing problems of the workers in the sugar industry. Even the collapse
of the talks between the Governments of India and Fiji, to resolve the issue
of introducing a new scheme of Indian immigration after the abolition of the
indenture system, had little effect on Gujaratl immigration which basically
derived its chief impetus from Fiji's liberal immigrétion policy, and from
the lack of restrictions in India or any interference from authorities on
the movement of people who utilized thelir own resources to travel abroad,

Gujarati enterprise expanded because the social and economic conditions
in Fiji were ideal for trade and settlement.,  First, the overwhelming bulk
of Indian population had a strong agricultural base and simply lacked the
entrepreneurial skills to enter the commercial field with the same tenacity
as Gujara£is. Second, the sugar industry survived the labor crisls through

the creation of independent Indian farmers, which subsequently led to the rise
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of dispersed Indian settlement throughout the sugarcane belt. Gujaratis
exerted and extended their influence over areas where pockets of Indian
populations emerged, Another great stimulus for economic diversification
came from the improvements in land communications which facilitated access
to the remote coastal regions and also linked all the 'sugar towns' to Suva,

Changes in the sugar industry accelerated the growth and extension of
towns, and indirectly affected the pattern of Gujarati settlement as well.
Towns expanded because of the pressures exerted by Indian settlements which
emerged nearby on lands owned by either the sugar company, or the government,
or some other agency. Settlements on company lands were geared to produce
the maximum amount of sugarcane, thereby curtailing agricultural diversity
and forcing a heavier reliance on towns for essential commodities and
other necessities, Beyond the sugar areas, especlally in the delta plains
and flat-lands surrounding the towns of Navua and Nausori, there was consider-
able emphasis on rice growing., Mixed-crop farming, wherever it existed,
included the cultivation of vegetables, root crops, maize, pulses, and
tobacco, Commercial pineapple-growing by Indians for export was restricted
to farms near Suva, Dairy farming was also restricted to the Suva locality,
In spite of these visible signs of prolific agricultural activity, spread
over a very vast area, the Indian population was hardly self-sufficient., This
lack of self-sufficiency in food production accentuated the dependence on
towns which, as market centers, not only supported the urban Indians (more
than a third of the total Indian population in 1921),37 but also provided
necessities and other amenities to the agricultural hinterland,

The development in land communication networks permitted easier access
to remote areas, Prior to 1921 Fiji lacked a uniform system of roads linking
all the towns to the capital., Gravelled and metalled roads from Suva to the
Rewa Valley, and along coastal areas of the sugarcane regions, permitted land

travel with certain limitations., The sugar company operated a passenger train
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service between Sigatoka and Tavua which ran through the sugarcane zone only.
In areas where there were neither roads nor train service, the principal modes
of communication were by rivers and bush tracks, In 1921 the government
initiated a major road project across Viti Levu which underwent much modifi-
cation as it progressed.38 The final product was a coastal road (completed
in the 1930s) whichpermitted complete accessibility to all major towns by
motor traffic., A good system of roads induced the movement of Gujarati
capital and commercial activity from Suva, Moreover, the direct link with
Suva ended the isolation of the remote centers, and also facilitated the rapid
movement of merchandise and supplies from Suva to other towns by land., Thus,
changes in the structure of the sugar industry, the creation of farming
settléments distributed throughout the cane region, the urban drift and the
occupational diversity of the Indian population, and the construction of a
major system of roads providing the necessary linkages with Suva resulted in
the expansion of the 'sugar towns.' Together with the breakdown of the sense
of isolation from the outside world, these factors greatly enhanced the scope
of Gujarati immigration and settlement in Fiji,

Organized Gujarati enterprise which involved more than one person,
therefore required by law to file particulars of operation, first commenced
in Suva and then spread to other areas. This category excluded shopkeepers,
tailors, and hawkers who operated individually and were not covered by the law
governing partnerships in organized enterprise, In 1923 there were 7
established business concerns in Fiji which were subsequently registered
with the government after the law came into effect the following year. With
the ekception of A, J. G, Patel Bros, which had branches in other 'sugar towns,'
and H, T. Pala (a jeweler turned merchant) located in Labasa in Vanua Levu,
all the others were based in Suva, Between 1924 and 1927, 6 more organized
Gujarati businesses were established, Altogether, there were 13 such

businesses in 1927 consisting of 6 tailoring shops, 2 bootmakers, 3 restaurants,
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and 2 merchan‘bs.39 The concentration of large concerns in Suva did not
necessarily imply an absence of Gujarati enterprises in the other towns. It
seems that some Gujarati shopkeepers, tailors, jewelers, and hawkers either
lacked the capital to engage in any large scale commercial endeavor beyond
Suva, or lacked the resources to undermine the influence of Appabhai in
Sigatoka, Nadi, Lautoka, and Ba, or simply preferred small business operations
- which could be managed individually and required no additional manpower as
well as unnecessary expenditure,

The small Gujarati operator was just as successful as his more organized
counterpart in the town. His influence had already permeated the 'sugar towns,'
and he was also established in the larger settlements with easy access to the
towns, His methods may have been less sophisticated, but he certainly
possessed a keen perception of the market conditions, and the needs of his
clientele within his own sphere of influence. The small shopkeeper or petty
trader, whether in the settlement or town, was well stocked with all the
staples:éuch as rice, fiour, sharps (a coarse by-product in the production
of flour used exclusively in making chapatis), and edible oils, He also kept
an ample supply of important items such as soap, Kerosene, and matches, For
the more affluent customers he also kept canned goods--fruit, fish, and meat--
in addition to a small selection of ornaments, toys, and finished clothing
products.uo Tailors were another important commercial group among the small
‘operators. They sewed for the less affluent class of people who could not
afford more expensive clothing or ready-made clothes, There were essen-
tially two types of tallors: one who stitched for male customers exclusively,
and the other whose expertise in sewing ladies dresses and garments provided
an extra source of income. The small tailor in the towns stocked clothes and
materials which were fashionable with his customers. In the settlements he
kept only a few bolts of cloth., Next came the jeweler who was already part

of the established Indian community, In the towns the Jjeweler utilized a
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sizeable portion of his household to manufacture jewelry and>conduct his
business. His influence also permeated the settlements within travelling
distance, Of course, there were the usual collection of barbers, washermen,
and bootmakers whose functions seemed to outweigh their small number. The
artisan groups were basically an urban based segment of the important small-
scale commercial community which existed beside organized Gujarati enterprise,
Apart from the records of registeréd businesses after 1923 there is no
other complete and detailed record of Indian enterprise, the social composi-
tion of Indian groups engaged in commercial activity, or their main areas
of operation., From the Census of 1921, it can be seen that as many as 854
Iﬁdians had some affiliation with trade and commerce in various capacities
such as traders, merchants, shopkeepers, shop assistants, and restaurant
operators.ul By 1929 this figure had doubled, and the exact number of persons
who actually engaged in any form of shopkeeping was 1,OOLI'.LP2 This increase
is indicative of the scope and intensity of Indian commercial enterprise, It
also suggests that the commercial field was open to all categories of Indians
who were not tied to agriculture and were seeking alternative sources of
livelihood. The Gujaratis merely constituted one group who took advantage of
the avenues in the commercial field, and the growth of Gujarati business
activity is consistent with the overall expansion of Indian enterprise in Fiji.
A comprehensive assessment of Gujarati (and non-Gujarati) enterprise is
only possible for the period after 1924, Business records contain sufficient
information to permit analysis of the main types of business activity, the
principal centers of operation, and the various castes who were engaged in
each activity, In turn, the nature of Gujarati enterprise provides insight
into the settlement patterns of the community, It should be stressed that
there was a definite correlation between the_expansion in -Gujarati enter-
prise and the increase in the Gujarati population (Largely through immigration

after 1927), In 1924, when the Gujarati population was about 500, there were
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7 established Gujarati businesses; in 1930 there were 24 businesses when
the popnlation was about 15200; at the end of 1935, when the population had
risen to 2,500, there were over 70 registered businesses in operation. The
more spectacular phase of expansion took place after 1935; and by the end of
the war there were about 300 registered Gujaratl concerns out of an overall
total of 600 Indian business registrations and cha:nges.L"3 It seems that
during the depression years, when economic difficulties in India motivated
people to go abroad, Gujaratis in Fiji turned increasingly to organized
commercial activity to enable their caste fellows to Join them, By institu-
tionalizing their businesses, Gujaratis were certainly capable of providing
a shelter for the less fortunate members of thelr castes who wished to emi-
grate to Fiji. Simultaneously, they could effectively counteract the
stringent immigration controls on male immigration on the pretext that the
skills of new immigrants were required to make their organizations function
smoothly., The upsurge in business activity provided Gujaratis with a new
sense of identity with Fiji which had deep implications on their settlement,
as illustrated by Table 5.1 (on p. 210).

Suva was clearly the predominant center of Gujarati business activity in
every category. Over 62 per cent of all organized businesses which were
functioning, or had undergone some change, by the end of 1945 were located in
Suva, Other centers, in order of importance, were Lautoka, Nndi, Ba,
Nausori, and Rakiraki, Apart from Nausori, which was situated about 12 miles
northeast of Suva, the other cenfers were located in the sugar belt of Viti
Levu., Labasa was the only significant center in Vanua Levu which contained
any organized Gujarati enterprise. Collectively the 'sugar towns' of Fiji
contained only 35 per cent of all Gujarati activity, distributed unevenly over
a very wide area,. Whereas Suva conﬁained every form of enterprise listed in
the table the other towns possessed, at most, only the two main categories—-

trading and tai